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FOREWORD

he past 25 years have served as a bridge from one century
to another. During this time, Northern Kentucky has truly
come into its own. Now there is another sign of its maturity
and cohesiveness—a regional encyclopedia.
I am a lifelong Kentuckian who was fortunate enough to have
been given the assignment of a lifetime. In the early 1980s I came
to Northern Kentucky as editor of its principal newspaper, the Ken
tucky Post. Old-timers were still calling it the Post and Times-Star,

asure sign of affection and regard. With this plum assignment, I had
a front-row seat for the passing show that was the Renaissance of a
region struggling to define and understand itself
Northern Kentucky's identity crisis was endemic. Beset by a
multiplicity of largely ineffective governmental silos, a speckled and
colorful history, a collective stepchild mentality (not quite good
enough for Cincinnati and not quite part of Kentucky), it was a re
gion that embraced a "circle-the-wagons' mentality.
It was a bit of culture shock for me, too, having grown up in the
breadbasket region of the state, having spent my college days in the
inner Bluegrass region, and having started my professional career in
Evansville, across the river from my hometown of Henderson. To
me, Northern Kentucky was a vibrant, interesting place, one of the
few truly urban areas of Kentucky, full of untapped potential and
too much whining. Coming through the “Cut in the Hill" of I-75,
what I saw was spectacular beauty that took my breath away; what I
heard was a lot of complaining. As I traveled the area, I beheld lush
fields and farms and met common-sense, down-to-earth people
who belonged to the land. I discovered a region rich in diversity of
experiences, lifestyles, and opportunities. Yet I heard little apprecia
tion for the fullness of this largesse. To me Northern Kentucky was

the truly greater" part of Greater Cincinnati, though it called itself
the “Southern side. We took for granted the advantages others en

the state called us the third leg of the Golden Triangle, while we col
lectively limped along carrying the burden of our insecurities.
But the "Perfect Storm" was gathering, and things were about
to change. Necessity being the mother of invention, economic good
times drove much of the progress. A cohesive, though too short-lived,
legislative caucus helped. The exponential growth of our regional uni
versity mattered. An effective newspaper that could build a "tribal fire
was crucial. The influx of new industry, well-payingjobs, and new, en
ergetic human resources and perspective made a difference. The real
catalyst, however, was a human resource of another kind. Northern
Kentucky's own people. These were the men and women who had
lived here all their lives, pulled themselves up by the bootstraps, be
come self-made successes in their businesses, built homes and roads

and office buildings, started banks and created jobs, and generally
changed the landscape of our perceptions, starting with our front door
at the riverfront. They were ready to give back, and they did so with
a vengeance. Superseding lazy political divisions, they mobilized an
eager citizenry at its grassroots. Community-wide visioning created a
road map for a purposeful journey into a promising future.
We began to embrace our regionalness. We started to do less
whining and more strategizing. We got to know each other. We fol
lowed the road map in a parade to the greater good. We began to
celebrate Northern Kentucky in its rich wholeness.
We are not finished, of course; there is still the future and much

to do. But we embrace challenges as opportunities, and we have built
a solid foundation for growth and prosperity, for a good place to live
and put down deep roots. We have an abiding sense of place and be
longing.
This encyclopedia adds bricks to the structure. It is yet another
example of what can be done when leadership galvanizes the talent

and energy of creative, caring people around an effort that matters. Its

vied: rivers, interstates, an airport, railroads, the architectural heri
tage of our urban cores, the livability of our suburbs and the vastness

editors, writers, staff, volunteers, and funders are to be applauded for
creating a remarkable resource that will serve us for decades to come.

of our rural lands, and our citizenry, people who stay put. The rest of
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INTRODUCTION

orthern Kentucky is well represented by "Gateway" slogans
and names—"Covington;Gatewaytothesouth"Maysville:
Gateway to the Southland, "Williamstown: Gateway to the
Bluegrass, Kentucky Gateway Museum, and Gateway Community
and Technical College, to name but a sampling.' The popularity of
the gateway terminology reflects Northern Kentucky's border sta
tus, lying across the Ohio River from the states of Ohio and Indiana.
The 11 counties of Northern Kentucky—Boone, Bracken, Camp
bell, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Mason, Owen, Pendleton,

and Robertson—share a common history, bound together by links
of transportation, commerce, and social patterns. The Ohio River,
roads, and railroads have created a region featuring a heavily urban
ized area and its surrounding suburbs and rural towns.
The term gateway evokes many images and helps to illustrate
seven themes related to the border area of Northern Kentucky. First,

COVINGTON
“DIXIE’S

GATEWAY.”
Joins the State metropolis

a gateway is an opening, a passageway between two distinct places.
Located along the Mason-Dixon line, Northern Kentucky (and Ken
tucky itself) began as part of the slaveholding Commonwealth of
Virginia, while the Northwest Territory across the river prohibited
slavery. Kentucky developed along the Virginia pattern, with large
tracts of land granted to soldiers who served in the Colonial and
Revolutionary wars. A haphazard, "shingled-over" pattern of con
flictingland claims resulted. Counties and towns became the norm,
connected by winding roads that followed the sometimes-difficult
topography. Meanwhile, north of the Ohio River, the Northwest Ter
ritory was divided into tidy townships of 36 square miles each, with
1 square mile set aside for later resale to benefit the establishment
of common schools. Roads were fairly straight, land claims more
firmly established, and the terrain gentler, largely a result of prehis
toric glaciers that stopped in the region. Even geologically, therefore,
Northern Kentucky was at a border. Meteorologically, Northern
Kentucky is a transition zone between two major climates, Humid
Continental to its north and Humid Subtropical to its south. The old
aphorism"If you don't like the weather here, wait five minutes has a
firm basis in science regionally.
Second, while North and South were seen as truly distinct, bor
der areas were regarded as special places where ablend of cultures re
sulted. Hence, Northern Kentucky could "pick and choose from the
best of both worlds. Interms of 20th-century tourism, it chose south
ern hospitality, atheme echoed and reechoed from the 1930s through
the 1960s in Northern Kentucky promotional brochures. In a 1950s

Second

in welcoming visiting
LEGIONNAIRES to the

Maysville brochure, entertainer Rosemary Clooney was featured be

City in
K.entucky

hospitality and bounty for
which Kentucky is famous.

decked in a southern belle dress, arms flung invitingly to her sides,
in front of opening wrought-iron gates. Above her was the message
"Maysville welcomes you to Kentucky, Gateway to the Southland. It
reinforced the idea that Northern Kentucky was southern, hospitable,
and a pleasant place to visit for tourists passing through the region.
The southernness of Northern Kentucky, however, has been
exaggerated. For example, the presidential election of 1860 evi
denced the divisions of Northern Kentucky as a border area that
nevertheless overwhelmingly supported the preservation of the
Union. Overall, the counties of Northern Kentucky cast 8,041 votes
for Constitutional Unionist John Bell of Tennessee, 7,620 for South

ern Democrat and Kentucky native John C. Breckinridge, 3,413 for
Northern Democrat Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois, and 614 for
native son and Republican Abraham Lincoln. Although Lincolns
vote seems low in relation to that of the North, his Northern Ken
---

Covington, "Dixie's Gateway."

tucky support was actually the highest in the state, with Campbell
and Kenton ranking first and second among Kentucky counties

xviii
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to points of interest and information about restaurants and "tourist
facilities, the brochure included facts about banks, health, industry,
and organizations. This third theme—the openness, innovation,
and diversity of border areas like Northern Kentucky—proved en
ticing to settlers and investors alike. Beginning in the late 18th cen
tury, they included Daniel Boone, Simon Kenton, David Leitch, and
James Taylor Jr. From earliest times, people have migrated back and
forth between Kentucky, Ohio, and Indiana. Ferries crossed the
Ohio River from the late 18th century onward, and bridges have
graced its shores since the mid-to-late 19th century. Northerners
and southerners; immigrants and natives; whites and blacks; Prot
estants, Catholics, and Jews all settled in Northern Kentucky. This
mix produced an open and relatively peaceful culture that especial
ly attracted Germans. The region became one of the three points
(Milwaukee, St. Louis, and Cincinnati-Covington-Newport) of the
"German Triangle, nationally recognized as a prime destination of
German immigrants. Such an ethnic flowering of cultures produced
artists Thomas P. Anshutz, James Beard, Frank Duveneck, Henry
Farny, Johann Schmitt, and Dixie Selden. Innovations, for exam
ple the John A. Roebling Bridge, and inventors, such as Frederick
McKinley Jones, abounded. Conservative and liberal ideas stood
side-by-side. Social reformers Daniel Carter Beard, Lina and Adelia
Beard, and Kate Trimble Woolsey championed causes ranging from
boys and girls scouting to women's rights. Even socialism had a
relative stronghold in places in Northern Kentucky in the early 20th
century. Long before diversity became a politically correct term,
Northern Kentucky was tolerant, and prosperity was its reward.
Fourth, the residents of Northern Kentucky sometimes experi
enced difficulties of self-identity. Were they the gateway to the south
or to the north? Or were they merely Midwesterners? Were they
citizens of Kentucky or suburbanites of Cincinnatiº The pendulum
has swung widely over the course of history. Before the mid-19th
century, for instance, the residents of Covington and Newport re
garded themselves as "rivals to their counterparts in Cincinnati. By
1850, however, the citizens of Northern Kentucky realized that they

would never catch up with Cincinnati in terms of population, com
merce, or industry, so they settled into roles as suburban cities, that
is, suburbs of Cincinnati, yet still important Kentucky cities. By 1850

Maysville.

-**
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º
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Mason Cºunty
Development

º-º-º-º-º-º-º:
Association
Maysville's Gateway to the Southland brochure, featuring Rosemary
Clooney.

supporting Lincoln. Lincolns Northern Kentucky votes accounted
for 45 percent of his Kentucky total.”
While the gateway depiction of Northern Kentucky appealed
to 20th-century tourists, it has also attracted investors and residents.
The 1950s Maysville brochure, for instance, was sponsored by the
Maysville-Mason County Development Association. In addition

Covington was the second-largest city in Kentucky, and by 1860
Newport ranked third-most-populous.”
Fifth, outsiders viewpoints of border areas like Northern Ken
tucky often proved just as ambiguous as the residents self-identity.
Louisville, always a rival to Cincinnati, denigrated Covington as
a mere tool of Cincinnati in an 1837 Louisville Public Advertiser

editorial, calling the Northern Kentucky city a "fly perched on the
"coach wheel" of Cincinnati, exclaiming as it rolled down the road,
"Gods! what a dust I make!" Cincinnatians worried that the build

ing of the John A. Roebling Bridge in the mid-19th century would
serve to enrich Covington at the expense of Cincinnati. Once again,
the pendulum swung back and forth, dependent upon the issue at
hand and the goals of those who supported or opposed it.
Sixth, a gateway also triggers images of fences and walls. As
implied, however, whereas rivers, roads, and railroads make excel

lent transportation routes, they make poor fences. Accordingly,
the fences around and even within Northern Kentucky have been
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mental, not physical, constructs. They have been erected, torn down,
and rebuilt throughout the years in service to whatever self-identity
predominated at the time. It is said that we becomewhat we espouse,
and if the result is less than satisfactory or somewhat ambivalent, we
can lapse into a tendency to blame others. Or we can build fences
designed to protect ourselves from interaction with others. Perhaps
the most profound example of this tactic in Northern Kentucky's
history occurred during Prohibition (1919–1933). With a long tra
dition of an immigrant culture, which included the brewing of beer
and the distilling of spirits, it was difficult for residents of Coving
ton, Newport, and environs to embrace temperance. The end re

sult was a culture of blatant lawlessness. First speakeasies, and then
gambling, prostitution, and other vices led to an urban "Sin City"
reputation. Before Prohibition, Northern Kentucky was respected
regionally, statewide, and even nationally. It had produced four
Kentucky governors—Joseph Desha (1824–1828), John White Ste
venson (1867–1871), William Goebel (1900), and Augustus E.Will

son (1907–1911)—and one additional Kentucky governor, James
T. Morehead (1834–1836), moved to Covington after his tenure as
governor. Northern Kentucky also claimed four lieutenant gover
nors of Kentucky—John White Stevenson (1867), John G. Carlisle
(1871–1875), James W. Bryan (1887–1891), and William H. Cox
(1907–1911)—as well as numerous other state officials. National

leaders from the region included William Orlando Butler, an 1848
presidential candidate; John G. Carlisle, who was Speaker of the U.S.
House of Representatives three times and later U.S. secretary of the
treasury; Horace Lurton, associate justice of the U.S. Supreme Court;
and Green Clay Smith, an 1876 presidential candidate. During and
after Prohibition, though, Northern Kentucky's reputation and its
concomitant political influence suffered as the region distanced it
self from others, sending a clear message to "stay out of our affairs."
It was a double-edged sword. Vice was prosperous, but its costs were
heavy. Northern Kentucky's "stepchild" image dated from this pe
riod, a symptom of the supposed “victim" who builds walls of blame
to evade his own sense of responsibility. By the 1960s the cleanup
of Northern Kentucky had proceeded to a point that permitted the
region to turn its attention to reestablishing its reputation.
Seventh, border areas like Northern Kentucky sometimes tend

to be fragmented in terms of local governance, perhaps because
border residents hold ties to so many different affiliations and con
stituencies. By the end of the 20th century, the urbanized counties
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International Airport in Boone Co., major corporations such as
Ashland, Fidelity Investments, Omnicare, Toyota North America,
and United States Playing Card dotits landscape. Northern Kentucky
University, Thomas More College, and three community and techni
cal colleges (Gateway, Maysville, and Jefferson) educate its citizens.
The historic cities of Covington, Newport, Ludlow, Bellevue, and
Dayton have experienced a renaissance and host office and condo
minium skyscrapers that line the southern shore of the Ohio River.
And organizations like Forward Quest and its successor, Vision 2015,
have led the way in planning the regions future and its quality of life.
In the 21st century, Northern Kentucky has also witnessed a
renewed interest in its history. Kentucky Educational Televisions
three-hour documentary Where the River Bends: A History of
Northern Kentucky premiered statewide in 2007, multi-million

dollar additions to the Behringer-Crawford Museum in Covington
and to the Kentucky Gateway Museum in Maysville opened in 2007,
and the last segment of the Roebling Murals at the Covington Riv
erfront debuted in 2008. As part of this enthusiasm to record the
regions history, Michael Hammons, director of Forward Quest, ap
proached this encyclopedias coeditors in fall 2002 with the idea of
compiling a comprehensive encyclopedia of Northern Kentucky.
Made possible by hundreds of generous benefactors and dedicated
volunteers, whose names are given elsewhere in this volume, The
Encyclopedia of Northern Kentucky celebrates the people, places,
and events of the border regions rich heritage. The editors grappled
with defining the region as accurately as possible, basing their final
inclusion of 11 counties upon both historical ties and contempo
rary commuting patterns. Eight of the counties lie along the Ohio
River, and seven of them are included within the U.S. governments
"Cincinnati-Middletown, OH-KY-IN Metropolitan Statistical Area."
The definition of Northern Kentucky, of course, may change in the
future. With that disclaimer, another should be added: The inclusion

or absence of any entries is not intended, whatsoever, as a reflection
of either approval or disapproval of particular topics. Rather, the
editors have attempted to include, as objectively as possible, those
people, places, and events that have fashioned Northern Kentucky.
Their hopes are that this encyclopedia will help readers to appreciate
the march of history and that it will promote an understanding of
Northern Kentucky's role within the history of the Commonwealth
of Kentucky and of the nation.
PAULA. TENKOTTE AND JAMES C. CLAYPOOL

of Boone, Campbell, and Kenton evidenced this trend offragmenta

tion, as the landlocked cities of Covington and Newport lost popu
lation to the burgeoning suburbs. Metropolitan government, as
pursued in Lexington and later in Louisville, never gained headway
in Northern Kentucky. Instead, a “virtual metropolitan template of
special districts arose to deal with planning, zoning, water, Sanita
tion, fire, police, education, economic development, mental health,
and senior services.

Home to 454,000 residents.” Northern Kentucky is today one
of the points of the “Golden Triangle of Kentucky—the other two
points are Lexington and Louisville—an economically prosperous
area with high employment, investment, and job-creation rates. At
tracted largely by the presence of the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky

Notes

1. Sesqui-Centennial Souvenir Program: 150th Anniversary, 1815–1965, City

of Covington, Kentucky (Covington, Ky. T.&W., 1965). “Gateway to the
Bluegrass” is painted on the Williamstown water tower, which is visible
from I-75.

2. Jasper B. Shannon and Ruth McQuown, Presidential Politics in Kentucky,
1824–1948 (Lexington, Ky: Bureau of Government Research, Univ. of Ken
tucky, 1950). See also Paul A. Tenkotte, "A Note on Regional Allegiances during
the Civil War: Kenton County, Kentucky, as a Test Case," Register of the Ken
tucky Historical Society 79, no. 3 (Summer 1981): 211–18.
3. See Paul A. Tenkotte, “Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington and Newport, Ken
tucky, 1790–1890"(PhD diss., University of Cincinnati, 1989).
4. "Covington," Louisville Public Advertiser, February 3, 1837.2.
5. Based upon population estimates of July 1, 2007, available at www.census.gov.
(accessed July 29, 2008).
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The following explanations are offered to assist the reader in using
The Encyclopedia of Northern Kentucky.

They were born in Northern Kentucky or lived here in youth or
adulthood, and made significant contributions to the region, the
state, the nation, or the world.

Northern Kentucky

Northern Kentucky is defined as the 11 counties of Boone, Bracken,
Campbell, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Mason, Owen, Pendle
ton, and Robertson. These 11 were chosen based upon several crite

ria, including historical ties, past and present transportation links,
and current commuting patterns. The editors have chosen to capi
talize Northern Kentucky throughout, since it is a specific region of
the state and its title is reflected in many area institutions, businesses,
landmarks, and maps.
Types of Entries

The encyclopedia includes people, places, and events from earliest
times to the present. The fifteen general entry categories include agri
culture; art, biography; business and commerce; counties and towns,
ethnology; government, law, and politics; literature; medicine; military
persons and events, music, media, and entertainment, religion; sports
and recreation; transportation; and women. Careful attempts have
been made to include most high schools and towns (and their vari

If they were born elsewhere, they spent their most productive years
in Northern Kentucky or launched their careers here; and they
made significant contributions to the region, the nation, or the
world.

If they never lived in Northern Kentucky, they had an important
impact on the region by significantly representing Northern
Kentucky and its interests in the U.S Congress or some other
nationally or internationally important body.
For living individuals the same criteria were applied, except that
regional contributions alone were deemed insufficient; these per
sons contributions had to be at the state, national, or international

level in order to merit an entry in the encyclopedia.
In all cases, for both deceased and living persons, consideration
was carefully given to "pioneers, those who broke barriers such as

those of race, gender, or ethnicity in making their contributions. For
individuals featured in an encyclopedia entry, military titles, if any
(and if discovered in our research), are indicated. The names of U.S.

ant names in some cases) in the 11 counties. Individuals have been

presidents and Kentucky governors are accompanied by their terms

included based upon adherence to the criterialisted below. The inclu
sion or absence of any entries does not reflect approval or disapproval
of particular topics. Rather, the editors have attempted to include, as
objectively as possible, those people, places, and events that have fash

in office.

ioned Northern Kentucky. As much as possible, based on information
available to the editors, the entries are up to date as of September 2008.
Abbreviations have been used in order to save space. For example,

significant impact on the region. Those persons may be mentioned

County regularly appears as Co., and many names of institutions are

Many individuals, although they did not warrant separate en
tries according to our criteria, were members of Northern Kentucky
families, businesses, or organizations that had or continue to have a
within an entry dedicated to the family, the business, or the orga
nization. Important visitors to the area are grouped in one general
entry entitled “Visitors to Northern Kentucky."

abbreviated after their first mention within individual entries.

The Index and Cross-Referencing

Within entries, names of people, places, and events that are also
separate entries in this encyclopedia often appear in boldface type.
(References to rivers, counties, and towns are too numerous to cross

reference.) The index should be checked for topics not readily found
otherwise. For example, “Bridges' in the index will help the reader
find the entry on the Covington and Cincinnati Suspension Bridge,
also known as the Roebling Bridge, which appears under “John A.
Roebling Bridge, in the “J” section.

Bibliographic Citations
An effort was made to include at least one bibliographic citation per

entry, in order to entice readers to further their knowledge of the
subject. The Select Bibliography serves the same purpose, listing all
the major sources. Many of the resources are available at local librar
ies and museums, in particular the large Kentucky and Genealogy
section of the Kenton Co. Public Library in Covington. The follow
ing abbreviations of frequently cited periodicals have been used in
the entry source lists:
BCHS Bulletin of the Cincinnati Historical Society
CC

Cincinnati Commercial

CDC
CDE

Cincinnati Daily Commercial
Cincinnati Daily Enquirer

Entries on Individuals

Entries on deceased individuals were included if one of the follow

ing facts was true of them:
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CDG
CE

Cincinnati Daily Gazette
Cincinnati Enquirer

CJ

Covington Journal

CP

Cincinnati Post

CTS

Cincinnati Times-Star

DC

Daily Commonwealth

FCHQ

KTS

Filson Club History Quarterly
Journal of Kentucky Studies
Kentucky Enquirer
Kentucky Journal
Kentucky Post
Kentucky State Journal
Kentucky Times-Star

LCJ

Louisville Courier Journal

LVR

Licking Valley Register

NKH

Northern Kentucky Heritage

NYT

New York Times

QCH

Queen City Heritage
Register of the Kentucky Historical Society
Sunday Challenger

JKS
KE

KJ
KP

KSJ

RKHS
SC

"Dorothy" Abbott was the daughter of George Mor
ton and Eugenia Garland Abbott. She achieved
popularity because of her performances in the plays
Within the Lawand Under Fire. Her father, known

AA HIGHWAY (the John Y. Brown Jr. AA High
way). Construction on the road commonly known
as the AA Highway began in 1983 and was com
pleted seven years later, atacost of $428 million. The
name of the 137-mile-long highway was taken from
the names of Alexandriaand Ashland, Ky. However,
when completed, the AA Highway neither began
nor ended in either city. The road starts at I-275 in
Wilder then skirts east past Alexandria, Augusta,
and Brooksville, through Maysville, and on to
Vanceburg; east of Vanceburg it splits into two
spurs. The northern leg crosses U.S. 23 north of
Greenup, and the southern leg connects with I-64,
near Grayson. The AA Highway provides an excel
lent economic corridor between Northern Ken

tucky and most of the northeastern part of Ken
tucky. Sections of the road have at times been
known as Ky. Rts, 9, 10,915, and 546, and, through
Maysville, as the Martin Luther King Highway. In
September 2002 the name of the AA Highway was
officially changed to the John Y. Brown Jr. AA High
way, but people still usually callit the "Double A."
Former Kentucky governor John Y. Brown Jr.
(1979–1983), for whom the highway is now named,
was a successful partner in the Kentucky Fried
Chicken Food Corporation. When elected gover
nor, Brown was 45 years old and married to Phyllis
George, a former Miss America who was also a
successful network sports and news personality.
Brown is the father of politician John Y. Brown
III, who served as Kentucky secretary of state. The
highway named for former governor Brown has
taken much traffic away from U.S. 27, making that
road less congested and safer to travel. The John Y.

Brown AA Highway has brought a significant
number of new businesses to areas such as Wilder,

Cold Spring, and Maysville. In years to come, this
roadway is expected also to bring about a develop
ment boom and add many much-needed jobs to
Eastern Kentucky. Because it is not a limited-access
highway and does not have four lanes throughout
its length, it has had a relatively high accident rate.
Strict enforcement of the 55-mph speed limit has
failed to solve the problem. To become safer and to
reach itsfulleconomic potential, the John Y. Brown
AA Highway will eventually need to be widened to
fourlanes for its full length and to be changed to a
limited-access road.

as Covington's traction magnate, was for 55 years
the secretary-treasurer of the Cincinnati, Newport
and Covington Railway Companyin Covington.
Abbott received substantial training before
embarking on her acting career. She completed
one course at a college preparatory school in Cin
cinnaticalled Miss Doherty's School, studied at a
local drama school, and later attended the Belasco

Theater in New York City, where she was under the
direction of theatrical manager and producer
David Belasco. Belasco was also the mentor of

Covington actor, playwright, and producer Stuart
Walker.

In spring 1911 Abbott made her stage debut in
New York, performing successfully in Within the
Law in both Boston and New York. She also had

considerable successin vaudeville. Abbottappeared
in a two-act play in Covington during the week of
February 27, 1912, and her Cincinnati debut took
place during the week of March 2, 1912, at B. F.
Keith's downtown theater. Her first part there was
as the shoplifter in A Romance of the Under
world. Her friends attended every performance
and thoughtheracting superb, so she was very pop
ular in Northern Kentucky during the early 1900s.
Abbott's touring company traveled the north
western, western, and eastern circuit of large cit
ies in the United States. On these trips, she made
friends with many famous people. For example,

2003, 1K.

Jack Wessling

ington, Ky; d. April 13, 1937, Covington, Ky.) A
Covington socialite and noted actress, Dorothea L.

map the western prairies. On that mission he made
contact with Indian tribes including the Kiowa
and the Comanche. Late in 1844 he was promoted
to lieutenant and served at Bent's Fort, Colo. The

following year he participated in the exploration
and mapping of New Mexico, which was then a
part of Mexico.
During the Mexican War, Abert served under
Gen. Stephen Watts Kearny in the invasion and
occupation of what later became New Mexico. In
the early 1850s, Abert was assigned the task of
making repairs at the Falls of the Ohio at Louis
ville. During his stay there, he met and married
Lucy Taylor, daughter of James Taylor III and
granddaughter of James Taylor Jr., founder of
Newport. The Aberts had three daughters, Susan,
Nellie, and Jennie. In 1856, when war broke out
with the Seminole Indians in Florida, Abert was

sent there and remained for three years. About
1860hewassent to Europetoobserveandbetrained
in the use of European military techniques. He re
turned to the United States at the beginning of the
Civil War and saw service with the Union Army,
building ferries across various rivers and streams
and repairing damage done by Confederate forces,
He was later transferred to Folly Island, S.C., where
he was placed in charge of the engineering office.

she once sailed with Jane Cowl, a noted American

At the end of the war, he was transferred to the
Southwest, under the command of Gen. Edward

held for her at the Swetnam Funeral Home, and the

public schools were closed for two days to mourn
her death. She was buried at Highland Cemetery in
Fort Mitchell.

"Covington Girl Will Appear at Columbia," KP Feb.
ruary 23, 1912, 10.
"Covington's Society Belle Now Actress," KP, March
2, 1912, 8.

"Covington Woman Found Dead in Home," KP.
April 13, 1937, 1.

Canby.
Abert retired from the Union Army on June
25, 1864, with the rank of colonel. After leaving
military service, he became a math professor at the
University of Missouriat Columbia and also wrote
numerous articles for scientific and historical pub
lications. About 1890 Abert returned to Newport
to live. In 1897 he died in his Newport home along
Front St., at age 76. Funeral services were held at
Newport's St. Paul Episcopal Church, and he was

buried, with full military honors, in the Taylor sec
tion of Evergreen Cemetery in Southgate. His wife,
Lucy Taylor Abert, died in 1916 and was buried
next to him.

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Counties,
Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
"James William Abert A.M., USA," KJ, December 6,

"Dorothea L. Abbott," KP, April 14, 1937.3.
Kentucky Death Certificate No. 11414, for the year
1937.

1892, 3,

"An Old Soldier," KJ, March 8, 1895, 8.

Reis, Jim."Markon YoungNation," KP December 11,

"Mrs. George M. Abbott of Covington Dead," KTS,
September 13, 1920, 16.

ABERT, JAMES W. (b. November 18, 1820,

Mount Holly, N.J.; d. August 10, 1897, Newport,
Ky). James William Abert, a longtime military
man, was the son of Col. John James Abert, who

ABBOTT, DOROTHY (b. June 24, 1885, Cov

was under the command of Col. J. N. Macomb, to

actress and playwright, who also attended the
Belasco Theater and who achieved star billing in
Within the Law. Abbott's travels brought some
unpleasant adventure as well: in 1914 a German
cruiser tried to capture the ship on which she was
returning from a trip to Europe.
In 1937, at age 51, Abbott died of a heart attack
at her home in Covington. Funeral services were

Sharon McGee

The Millennium Highway. www.millenniumhwy.net
(accessed April 13, 2006).
"Take Your Pick: The AA, JYB, or Ky.9"KP July 23,

attended the U.S. Military Academy at West Point,
N.Y., from which he graduated in 1842. His first
military assignment was with his father's topo
graphical unit, which surveyed the area around the
Great Lakes in 1843–1844. His next assignment

servedasatopographical engineer during the War
of 1812. James grew up in New Jersey, where he
graduated from Princeton College in 1839. He then

2000, 4K.

. "Wife Forged Newport Connection," KP.
December 11, 2000, 4K.

ABOLITIONISTS. Abolitionists, emancipation
ists, and colonizationists lived in Northern Ken

tucky in the years before 1863. The term abolition
ists refers to people in the antebellum United States
who wished to abolish slavery completely. Aboli
tionists differed from other antislavery proponents
such as emancipationists, who supported gradual
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ABOLITIONISTS

emancipation of slaves with compensation to their
owners, and colonizationists, who promoted send

ing freed slaves to Africa.
The religious basis for early abolitionism came
directly from Quakers such as Arnold Buffin, Elihu
Embree, and Charles Osborne and was well estab

lished by 1830. The evangelical basis for national
abolitionism began in 1833 with the founding of
the American Antislavery Society by William Lloyd
Garrison, Lewis and Arthur Tappan, Thomas Weld,
and many others. Disagreements emerged among
these abolitionists relating to the constitutional
framework of the United States and how it per
tained to slavery. Garrison and others argued that
the U.S. Constitution favored slavery and must be
overthrown through civil disobedience; James G.
Birney and many others countered that political ac
tion by amending the U.S. Constitution would
achieve the purpose of eliminating slavery. Garri
son was adamantly against political action, believ
ing it would diffuse the religious and moral founda
tion of the antislavery movement. The Liberty Party
ran Birney as an antislavery candidate for president
in 1840 and 1844, and Gerrit Smith in 1848, but by
then the emerging Free Soil Party had absorbed
most of the antislavery abolitionists. Those aboli
tionists favoring direct action against slavery en
couraged boycotting Southern goods and services,
aiding runaway slaves through the Underground
Railroad, and running antislavery candidates for
state and national offices.TheTappanbrothers were
credited with much of the financing of the Under
ground Railroad and for helping to place its agents
along the Ohio River. By the mid-1850s, the Ameri
can Missionary Association had begun direct con
frontation on the issue of slavery by placing colpor
teurs throughout the South, by giving Bibles to
slaves, and by distributing antislavery tract materi
als to slave owners and yeoman farmers.
Southern slaveholders retaliated against aboli
tionists by employing their political power in the

U.S. Congress and by direct action to mount pos
ses, pay for detectives, extend the patroller system,
and increase the rewards for returning runaway
slaves. Once the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act was passed,
Kentucky slave owners vigorously challenged Un
derground Railroad operators in federal courts,
either winning large judgments or having large
fines levied against these operators for the slave
owner's lost slave properties. In 1849 slaveholders
in Kentucky won a huge political battle: they sent
an overwhelming majority of delegates to the Ken
tucky Constitutional Convention and to the Ken
tucky legislature, who rolled back whatever anti
slavery legislation and protection free blacks had
achieved over the previous 50 years. The abolition
ists in Kentucky were defeated, demoralized, and
in disarray. John G. Fee's autobiography cites
many cases in which proslavery mobs targeted the
remaining few white abolitionists in Kentucky and
drove many of them out of the state.
By the 1850s it appeared to abolitionists in the
North that their moderate tactics had not worked;

slave states had aggressively expanded slavery into
Texas, Arkansas, and Missouri and threatened to
take it to Kansas. The 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act

repealed the Missouri Compromise of 1820, which
had prohibited slavery north of latitude 36°30; thus
all federal territories were opened up to the possi
bility of slavery. With the passage of the Kansas
Nebraska Act, abolitionists could no longer trust
that the U.S. Congress would rectify the matter of
slavery. Likewise, they lost hope in the U.S. Supreme
Court, which, in the 1857 Dred Scott decision

(Scott v. Sandford), declared the Missouri Com
promise invalid, made any congressional attempts
to prohibit slavery in the territories unconstitu
tional, and regarded slaves as property protected by
the U.S. Constitution. With seemingly no recourse
left to legislative or judicial action, the war of words
erupted into armed aggression. John Brown's anti
slavery raids in Kansas and his attack on the federal
arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Va., in October 1859 were
the first large-scale overt abolitionist confronta
tions, and they helped to divide the nation's opin
ions on slavery into opposing camps.
Passive support to aid runaway slaves now be
came active tactics, emboldening even more slaves
to escape from the South. From 1836 to 1840, anti
slavery societies espousing political, economic,
and direct action against the institution of slavery
spread throughout Ohio and Indiana. Slave losses
from the river counties of Kentucky and the state's
Bluegrass region mounted significantly during the
late 1840s and 1850s. Each time a Kentucky posse
went into Michigan, Indiana, or Ohio to retrieve
runaway slaves, it was met by angry abolitionists
determined to wrest the evil of slavery from the
nation. Furthermore, abolitionist "agitators" from
these and other Northern states began reaching
down into Kentucky with greater frequency.
In his 2005 book Bound for Canaan, Fergus
Bordewich points to the 1852 death of Isaac Tatum
Hooper in New York City as the end of the early
period of the abolitionist movement, a period
characterized as one in which humble and reli

gious friends of fugitives were simply aiding other
human beings. In Northern Kentucky, one might
mark the watershed of this change to 1847, when
armed mobs rebuffed the slave-catcher Francis

Troutman and his Carroll Co., Ky., posse at Mar
shall, Mich.; or when Rev. Benjamin Sebastian and
George W. Brazier's posse from Boone Co., Ky.,
was confronted at Cass Co., Mich., and summarily
dispatched from the state. The change was further
displayed in the dramatic incursions of Elijah

this period and their tactics. The few abolitionists
remaining in Kentucky were easily targeted for re
prisal. John G. Fee and his tiny coterie living in
Madison, Lewis, and Bracken counties during the
1850s were particularly vulnerable, because they
acted openly and confronted deeply held local
prejudices. Even across the Ohio River in Ripley,
Ohio, a number of leading citizens were opposed
to the overt abolitionist actives of such locals as

Rev. John Rankin and John Parker.

According to an overwhelming majority of
Kentucky's citizens, the despised abolitionists were
agitators from the North who interfered with Ken
tucky's state's rights, who enticed and stole slaves
from decent, law-abiding citizens; and who broke
national, state, and local laws. In the view of most

newspapers in Kentucky, it was these abolitionists
who confronted Kentucky posses lawfully trying to
retrieve "lost slave property" in Indiana, Michigan,
and Ohio. It was also these zealot abolitionists who

persisted in destroying the national unity of the
Methodist Episcopal and the Presbyterian denomi
nations by their activities. Moreover, it was these
radical abolitionists who forced President Abraham

Lincoln (1861–1865) to issue the Emancipation
Proclamation in January 1863 and to accept Negro
troops to fight for the Union. Kentuckians may not
have been united on many issues during these diffi
cult times, but they were, generally speaking, united
in their abhorrence for the white abolitionists.

Kentucky's abolitionists who were white were
easy to spot and few in number. Black abolitionists,
in contrast, were numerous and were concentrated

into the state's large urban areas—Louisville, Lex
ington, Frankfort, and Northern Kentucky—and
across the river in Cincinnati. They also congre
gated in small separate rural slave churches and
were spread out geographically as individuals still
in bondage across the hundreds of plantations in
the north central and Bluegrass regions of Ken
tucky. Although black preachers were suspected of

abolitionist leanings, and isolated free blacks cer
tainly were among the first to be accused of aiding
fugitive slaves, few slave owners actually thought
their own slaves might be abolitionists who were
providing direct help to runaway slaves.
As their slave losses mounted, slave owners in

Kentucky took action against the abolitionists in
their midst and also crossed the Ohio River. Boun

ties were set for people like John Carr, John Fairfield,

Anderson and John Fairfield into Boone Co., tak

Rev. Charles Ide, and other white abolitionists active

ing dozens of slaves out of the county.
Northern abolitionists who resorted to aggres
sive strategies sometimes used military terms and
tactics. They also sentspies and colporteurs into the
South deliberately to confront slaveholders, and
they routinely accosted any "Southern kidnappers"
coming into Northern antislavery states to capture
runaway slaves. The new contemporary popular

in the Underground Railroad. Author Ann Hage

faces of the abolitionist movement included the tal

ented black orator Frederick Douglass and the
soon-notorious John Brown.

The continuous uproar from antagonistic abo
litionist tactics was not received well in Kentucky.
Conservative antislavery leaders, and even Cassius
Clay, disavowed both the abolitionist leaders of

dorn tells of several attacksonabolitionists in Brown

Co., Ohio, led by Mason Co., Ky., slave owner Col.
Edward Towers. In late fall 1844, his posse inflicted
more than 100 whiplashes on Harbor Hurley, a
longtime free black at Sardinia, Ohio; attacked and
killed Robert Miller; lynched a runaway slave; at
tacked Absalom King and several who were helping
to defend him; and burned Miller's and Kings
homes. The Georgetown, Ohio, sheriff appeared un
able to stop the marauding Kentuckians.
The most celebrated attacks by Kentucky slave
owners were associated with a secretive organiza
tion of slave owners established in Covington in
1846, modeled after the Western Horsemen's As
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sociation set up in the western United States to deal
with horse thieves. A spy calling himself Carpen
terwashired and sent to Michigan to find runaway
slaves from Northern Kentucky. He came back
with detailed reports that supplied names, places
where slaves were hiding, and the names of planta
tions where they had been enslaved. Based on this
information, in December 1846 young Lexington
attorney Francis Townsend, along with David
Giltner, the son of a Central Kentucky slavehold
ing family; William Franklin Ford; James S. Lee;
and several other Kentuckians, traveled to Mar

shall, Mich., to recapture the Adam Crosswhite
family, slave runaways from the Giltnerplantation.
However, the invaders from Kentucky were turned
away by an armed mob, arrested, and subsequently
fined for having disturbed the peace. George W.
Brazier, a slave jobber, and Benjamin Stevens from
Boone Co., mounted a posse to Cass Co., Mich., to
recapture as many as 50 runaway slaves, who had
been identified by a spy calling himself Carpenter.
This posse too was met by armed men, arrested,
fined, and escorted out of the state.

Cassius M. Clay was a dramatic and significant
figure in Kentucky's antislavery movement, not
only for editing the Lexington True American,
but also for his public speeches and frequent bouts
with proslavery advocates in Kentucky. Although
Clay was feted and applauded as an antislavery
Southerner at Abolitionist Society meetings in
New York City, he clearly favored gradual emanci
pation with monetary recompense to slaveowners.
Of all the colorful episodes in Clay's experiences,
none was more lasting than his assigning 600 acres
of land in Madison Co., Ky., to John G. Fee to start
the Northern emigrant community of Berea. This
community, along with Camp Nelson in Jessamine
Co., became the nexus for true abolitionist senti

ment and actions in Kentucky.
Clay and Fee could not remain united in their
thinking for long, Fee was disappointed by Clay's
political expediency, and Clay felt that Fee's radi
calism mixing feminism and anticaste sentiments
with antislavery beliefs actually damaged the anti
slavery cause in Kentucky. The break between the
two Kentucky-born abolitionists was public and
painful. Fee believed that Clay's denunciation of
him led directly to harassment and mob actions to
evict the abolitionists from Madison Co. in 1859.

However, it is more likely that Berea College itself
which had teachers trained as Northern abolition

ists at Oberlin, Ohio, and which educated white

and black men and women together, was enough to
create a proslavery furor in Berea, with or without
Cassius Clay's approval or disapproval. After all,
Fee's closest associates in Bracken and Lewis coun

ties were driven out by proslavery mobs about the
same time, and Clay had nothing to do with those
cases. Simultaneously, abolitionist societies such
as the American Missionary Association and par
ticularly the Western Freedmen's Aid Commission
at Cincinnati continued to provide immediate sup
plies and relief materials to former slaves. Clothing,
building materials, and even garden tools and seeds
were also being sent to assist free blacks who had
remained in the South.
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Also active in these sorts of activities were sec

and were conductors; Joseph Barber and James

tarian agencies such as the Baptist Home Mission
ary Society, the Episcopal Missionary Society, and
the Methodist Home Missionary Society. In July
1864 a convention at Indianapolis, Ind., cited the
following agencies as cooperating to provide direct

Williams were conductors; Nathan Brown, the

aid to freedmen: the Cleveland Freedmen's Aid

Burgess family, Mrs. Amy Clark, Thomas and
Jane “Kitty" Dorum, Ebenezer Elliott, the Hall
family, and Mr. and Mrs. L. Lewis all operated
safe houses; William Casey and Deacon John
Hatfield were organizers and operated safe

Commission, the Contraband Relief Commission
at Cincinnati, the Friends' Aid Committee of Rich

--In Cincinnati, Rev. Allen E. Graham of the

mond, Ind., the Indiana Freemen's Aid Commis

sion at Indianapolis, the North-Western Freed
men's Aid Commission at Chicago, the Western
Freedmen's Aid Commission at Cincinnati, and

the Western Sanitary Commission at St. Louis.
Even after the Civil War, efforts were made to im

prove the lot of blacks remaining in the South, since
many of the Freedmen's Bureau Schools became
completely dependent on teachers recruited and
paid by abolitionist groups such as these.
Activities of black abolitionists of Northern

Kentucky on the Ohio River:
—In Madison, Ind., Elijah Anderson, a conductor
and organizer, aided 200 slaves, 1838–1846.
–In Lawrenceburg, Ind., Anderson aided 800
slaves through conducting and organizing,
1846–1856.

–In Madison, George De Baptiste, a conductor
and organizer, aided 108 slaves, 1838–1845.
—In Madison, John Carter was a conductor, orga
nizer, and recruiter, 1838–1860.

–In Madison, Griffin Booth, George Evans, and
John Lott were conductors and operated safe
houses, 1830–1846.

—In Milton, Ky., Peter Scott was a local agent and
organizer, 1840–1850.

—In Eagle Hollow, Ind., Rev. Chapman Harris was
a conductor and a manager of river crossings,
1845–1860.

—In Hunters Bottom, Ky., Richard Daly made a
river crossing to Eagle Hollow, 1845–1856.
-In S. Hanover, Ind., John R. Forcen, Simon Gray,
and Mason Thompson were conductors, 1840–
1860.

houses; 1830–1840s.

Union Baptist Church in Cincinnati was a col
umnist for the Palladium of Liberty, 1840s.
—In Cincinnati, Joseph Carter Corbin, a graduate
of Ohio University, was the editor of the Colored
Citizen and later was president of the University
of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, 1850–1860s.

–In Felicity, Ohio, Will Sleet was a leader of the
free black community and a conductor; Mark
Sims was a conductor; 1840–1850s.

–In Red Oak, Ohio, Harbor Hurley and George
Williams received 100 lashes, unprovoked, given
by Mason Co. posse in Indiana; Williams was
jailed in Kentucky penitentiary and died after

making a forced confession; 1844–1856.
–In Mason Co., Aunt Polly Jackson, Rhoda Jones,
Uncle Billy Marshall, and John P. Parker made
crossings to Ripley, 1840–1850s.
—In Bracken Co., Arnold Gragston was a conduc
tor making a crossing to Ripley, Ohio; Juliet
Miles was a woman jailed at Frankfort, Ky., for
trying to get her children to freedom; she was
visited by Fee, 1850s.
Activities of white abolitionists of Northern

Kentucky on the Ohio River:
—In Eagle Hollow, Ind., Charles Almond, John
Carr, John and Samuel Ledgerwood, Charlie
Lutz, Jared Ryker, John Taylor, and William
Woolen worked as organizers, conductors, and
operators of safehouses, 1839–1861.
-In Carroll, Trimble, Gallatin, and Franklin

counties, William Phelps and George Whitefield
served as American Antislavery Society agents
from Wheeling, W.Va.
—In Carrollton, Ky., Alex Fuller and the William
Lee family were organizers and conductors,

—ln Coopers Bottom, Ky., Freeman Anderson and
a slave made river crossings to S. Hanover, Ind.,
1850s.

–In Carrollton, Ky., Wheeling Gaunt and Samuel
Lightfoot operated safe houses, 1840s and 1850s.
–In Warsaw, Ky., John Brookings and Lewis Ham
ilton appeared before a Gallatin Co. grand jury,

1850S.

—In Lamb, Ind., George C. Ash, Captain Hildreth,
William and John Shaw, and Thomas Wright were
ferrymen and operated safe houses, 1840s–1861.
—In Vevay, Ind., Rev. James Duncan and Stephen
Stevens were founders of the Liberty Party in In
diana, 1824–1830.

1838–1861.

–In Rising Sun, Ind., and Rabbit Hash, Ky., Sam
uel Barkshire, Joseph Edington, and William
Thompson operated safe houses.
—In Covington, James Bradley participated in
the Lane Seminary debates.
–In Covington, Jacob Price helped slaves escape.

—In Vevay Ind., Stephen Girard and John and Ste
phen H. Pavy were organizers and conductors
and operated a safe house, 1830–1861.
—Alex and Duncan Fuller and Daniel and Johna

than Howe made river crossings from Warsaw
and Sugar Creek, Ky., to Patriot, Ind., and oper
ated safe houses, 1840s and 1850s.

–In Cincinnati, John Malvin aided Susan Hall

—In Florence and Quercus Grove, Ind., Rev. Alex

and eight children, 1830s.
–In Cincinnati, Henry Boyd operated a safehouse
and was an organizer, 1820–1860.
–In Cincinnati, Frances Scroggins, William Wat
son, and John Woodson operated a safe house

ander Sebastian made river crossings, operated
safehouses, and established antislavery churches,
1840s–1861.

–In Switzerland and Dearborn counties, Ind.,
Rev. Charles Ide and Orthaniel H. Reed were
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organizers; a bounty was set for Ide by slave
owners; 1840s.

—In Aurora, Ind., Daniel Bartholomew, Dr. Myron

Harding; John Hope, John Milburn; the Hard
ing, Shockley, and Shattuck families; and Wil
liam Wymond, a station master, managed three
major routes and operated safe houses; 1835–
1861.

station master at Felicity; Nelson Gibson, Dr.
Mathew Gibson, Joseph Parrish, and Andrew
Powell were all conductors of Felicity, Ohio; Rev.
Silas Chase was an organizer in Bethel, Ohio;
Richard Mace, Benjamin Rice, and Dr. William
E. Thompson were all conductors from Bethel,
Ohio; Rev. Amos Dresser and Dr. John Rogers

were organizers from New Richmond, Ohio; Dr.
L. T. Pease and Marcus Sims were conductors at

–In Manchester, Ind., John Angevin, John and
Ralph Collier, Joseph Hall, Thomas and John
Hansell, and Seth Platt were conductors and op
erated safe houses, 1835–1861.

–In Guilford and Lawrenceburg, Ind., Henry
Beecher, Rev. John Clarke, Martin C. Ewbank,

Benjamin Metcalf, and Thomas Smith were or
ganizers, were cofounders of the Indiana Anti
slavery Society, operated safe houses, and were
members of the Dearborn Co. Antislavery Soci
ety, 1835–1850.

–In Richwood in Boone Co., Rev. Joseph Cabell
Harrison was an antislavery minister (see Rich
wood Presbyterian Church).
–In West Covington, Henry Hathaway was an
abolitionist.

–In Campbell Co., Ira Root was an antislavery
activist.

–In Newport, William Shreve Bailey was an
antislavery newspaper editor, 1839–1850s.
—In Cincinnati, author Harriet Beecher Stowe op
erated a safehouse; Salmon P. Chase was a politi
cal activist and organizer, Levi and Catherine
Coffin operated a Free Store and a safe house;
Calvin Stowe, a teacher, operated a safe house;
Theodore Weld, a student, was an organizer and
an agent of the American Antislavery Society;
Samuel and Sally Wilson operated a safe house;
and Zebulon Strong operated a safehouse.
--In Cincinnati, James G. Birney and Cassius M.
Clay were antislavery newspaper editors; John
Jolliffe was an abolitionist attorney who repre

Williamsburg, Ohio; and Charles B. Huber was
a station master at Williamsburg.
–In Bracken Co., John G. Fee was a noted aboli

tionist and educator; James B. Cripps was a dele
gate to the Free Democratic convention in Pitts
burgh, Pa.; he was arrested for aiding a fugitive
slave falsely, John D. Gregg, Vincent Hamilton
(John G. Fee's father-in-law), and John Humlong
were active in antislavery churches and societies.
–In Germantown, Ky., J. M. Mallett, a teacher at a
school at Bethesda, Ky., was driven out by pro
slavery forces, 1850s.
–In Augusta, Ky., James A. Thome was an agent
of the American Antislavery Society.
–In Sardinia, Ohio, John B. Mahan was tricked by
William Greathouse, tried in Mason Co., Ky.,
jailed in Washington, Ky., and died of tuberculo
sis contracted in jail; he was an organizer for the
Liberty Party and Philanthropist subscriptions;
1840s.

—Between Maysville, Ky., and Ripley Ohio, Dr. Al
fred Beasley, Dr. Alexander Campbell, Thomas
Collins, Rev. James Gilliland, Archibald Leggett,
Thomas McCaque, Dr. G. Norton, and Rev. John
Rankin worked as organizers, conductors, and
physicians and operated safe houses, 1840s–
1861.

-In Washington, Ky., James A. Paxton operated a
safe house, 1830–1861. (See Paxton Inn.)

–In Lewis Co., Ky., James S. Davis of Cabin Creek,
Ky., had an antislavery church, 1850s.

sented Margaret Garner and others; Sarah Otis

Abolitionists from other regions and states

Ernst was the organizer of the Women's Sew
ing Society; Rev. Moncure Daniel Conway was a
minister of the First Congregational Church;

who were active in Northern Kentucky:

1840s–1850S.

~In Cincinnati, in April 1854,abolitionist John G.
Fee; William Hamilton, editor of the Patriot; and

Thomas Metcalfe, a former Kentucky governor,
were delegates to an antislavery convention that
focused on repeal of the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act
and repudiation of the Kansas-Nebraska bill.

—In Mason Co., Rev. Calvin Fairbanks and Delia

Webster assisted in the escape of Lewis Hayden
from Lexington, 1844.
–In Boone Co. and other parts of Northern Ken
tucky, John Fairfield, from Virginia and Michi
gan, brought 28 slaves out at one time and en
gaged in other daredevil exploits, late 1840s.
–In Bracken Co., Edward James "Patrick" Doyle,
from Ireland and from Bardstown and Danville,

—In Cincinnati, the Western Freedmen's Aid

Commission provided relief materials (clothing,
supplies, tools, school supplies) and teachers for
industrial arts schools. These individuals were in

volved: Rev. D. H. Allen, Rev. C. B. Boynton, Levi
Coffin, Edward Harwood, Rev. C. Kingsley, J. F.
Larkin, James B. Lupton, Rev. G. M. Maxwell,
William P. Nixon, Rev. Adam Poe, Rev. R. H. Pol

lock, Richard B. Pullan, M. Sawyer, Hon. Bel
lamy Storer, Rev. H. M. Storrs, Dr. J. Taft, Rev.
M. L. P. Thompson, Rev. John M. Walden, and
Dr. J. P. Walker, 1850–1860s.

–In operations between Pendleton Co., Ky., and
Clermont Co., Ohio, Arthur Fee conducted a

safehouse in Felicity, Ohio; Oliver P.S. Fee was a

Ky., assisted in the aborted escape of 40–75 run
away slaves from the Lexington area, 1848.
—Laura S. Haviland, from Adrian, Mich., disguised
as free person of color, went into Boone Co. to
get word to John White's wife.
—In Trimble, Carroll, Gallatin, and Franklin coun

—Rev. Edward Matthews, an antislavery preacher
from the Free Mission Baptists, preached with
John G. Fee several times in Lewis and Bracken
Co., 1850s.

—In Madison Co., Wiley Fisk was a controversial
preacher with AMA, 1850s.
—A.G.W. Parker, from Rockcastle Co., a colporteur
from the AMA, was arrested falsely and charged
with aiding fugitive slaves, in order to break up a
protracted meeting of John G. Fee, 1853.
—William Haines and James West, colporteurs
from the AMA, distributed antislavery literature
and Biblestoslaves in Northern Kentucky, 1850s.
—John Burnham, George Candee, Dr. Chase of
New Hampshire, John G. Hanson, Roger Jones,
Bro. Myers, Thomas E. Renfro, Bro. Richardson,
John A. R. Rogers, Miss Tucker, and Otis B. Wa
ters, from Berea, Camp Nelson, Pulaski, Jackson,
and Garrard counties, were close allies, teachers,

and companions of John G. Fee, 1850–1860s.
—Arnold Buffin, president of the American Anti
slavery Society and a Quaker, and Rev. Lewis
Hicklin, a Methodist Protestant preacher and
brother of Thomas Hicklin, a major Under
ground Railroad activist in Indiana, were asso
ciated with the early organization of the routes
from the Ohio River north to Levi Coffin and

other Wayne Co., Ind., safe houses, 1840.
—Francis Hawley, an antislavery Baptist minister,
came from Syracuse, N.Y., to baptize John G. Fee
and his wife in Cabin Creek, Lewis Co., Ky.,
1852–1853.
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ACTION MINISTRIES. Action Ministries is a

faith-based food pantry, located at 4375 Boron Dr.
in Latonia. Its purpose, according to its mission
statement, is “to share the love of Jesus Christ by
providing groceries, hope and encouragement to
low-income families.” Every day volunteers offer
grocery items to low-income residents of southern
Kenton Co. Clients are referred to the mission by
the Family Resource Centers at schools, churches,
and local government agencies, or they come with
out referral, having heard of the organization. The
mission is supported by cash donations from indi
viduals and churches, by product donations from
local businesses that have damaged goods or ex
cess perishable items, by grants, by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), and
by goods from government commodity programs.
About 100 volunteers come from a variety of lo
cal congregations. There is no paid staff at Action
Ministries.

The mission began in 1994 in Ryland Heights.
Tom Dorman, now executive director, was asked by
the town's mayor to begin a government commod
ity program for that community. The program op
erated out of a closet at Ryland Heights Elementary
School and was available to families once a month.

Needing more space, it moved in 1996 to a rented
garage atthe DeCoursey Baptist Churchin Fairview
in Kenton Co. and was open once a week. In 2003

to his residence at 1421 Russell St. In the late 1930s,

he established his office at 804 Greenup St., where it
remained until the mid 1950s. After integration
opened up the real estate market in Cincinnati, he
moved to the Avondale neighborhood of that city
and continued to work in real estate until his retire

ment in the 1960s. Deal died March 10, 1969.

was the son of William and Ida Adams of Boone

Clarence Frateman was the nephew of Richard

Co., Ky. Samuel Adams attended the University of
Chicago, and after graduating he moved to Cov
ington, where he established a legal office. He was
elected for a two-year term in the Kentucky House
of Representatives as a Democrat in 1902. In about
1920, he was the Covington city solicitor. In 1922
he returned to the House of Representatives for an
other two-year term. During his final year in office,
he was Speaker of the Kentucky House. In late 1924

Johnson. No information is available about the

Press, 1991.

Tallant, Harold D. Evil Necessity: Slavery and Politi
cal Culture in Antebellum Kentucky. Lexington:
Univ. Press of Kentucky, 2003.
Turner, Wallace B. "Abolitionism in Kentucky" RKHS
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he served for several months as a Kenton Co. Cir

cuit Court judge. That same year, he was elected a
state senator and held that office for the next eight
years. He was a director of the Columbia Savings
and Loan Association in Covington, a member of
the Covington Elks Club (see Civic Associa
tions), and also belonged to the lodge of the Ma
sonic Order (see Masons) that met in Covington.
Adams died at age 81 at St. Elizabeth Hospital in
Covington. At the time of his death, he was living
at 3172 Clifford Ave. in Latonia. Rev. Philip Wig:
german of the St. Paul Evangelical Church con
ducted the funeral service, and Adams was in

terred at the Odd Fellows Cemetery in Burlington,
Ky. His only surviving relative was his wife, Ida.
Kentucky Death Certificate No. 18236, for the year
1954.

"Samuel W. Adams Rites Set Tuesday," KP, September
20, 1954, 1.

type of business he operated in Covington.
Wallace Grubbs was a businessman who for a

long time owned a restaurant and bar in Coving
ton at 301 E. 11th St. Grubbs was born on February
2, 1894. He was a veteran of World War I, having
served in the U.S. Army, Company A, 308 Labor
Battalion, Quartermaster Corps, and was a mem
ber of the Charles L. Henderson American Legion
Post No. 166. Grubbs died May 8, 1964.
Richard "Uncle Dick" Johnson was the con

sigliere of the association, and for years he owned
property at 317 Scott St. Johnson was the grandfa
ther of John "Jack" Price, whose other grandfather
was Jacob Price. Johnson was also the uncle of
fellow association member Clarence Frateman.

Uncle Dick Johnson died October 9, 1957.

Charles E. Jones in 1913 purchased the funeral
home owned by Wallace A. Gaines at 633–635
Scott St. Jones expanded the business and changed
its name to C. E. Jones Funeral Home. It continued
in business until 1972. Jones married Anna Wat

kins, daughter of Covington's first African Ameri
can physician, Dr. Simon J. Watkins.
Eugene F. Lacey opened his first grocery store
in Covington in 1918, at 508 Scott St., while resid.
ing at 839 Craig St. He opened his second Coving
ton store at 205 E. Robbins St.; this one was called
the Gene and Bess Store. He and his wife Bessie

AFRICAN-AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN’S

ASSOCIATION. This organization was begun in
Covington during the late 1920s. Its first members
included real estate agents, a funeral director, a
grocer, an operator of a dry cleaning-tailor shop,

formed two companies, the Lacey Sausage Com
pany and the Lacey Paper Company. In 1926 Lacey
closed his store at 508 Scott St. He was a grade
school classmate of Horace Sudduth.

located primarily on the east side of Covington,

William H. Martin's dry cleaning and tailor
business was first located at Athey Ave. and Craig
St. in Cincinnati. He was a U.S. Army veteran of

Action Ministries moved into its own warehouse

although they served the entire African American

World War I and a member of Charles L. Hender

office facility that it had built in Latonia and was
able to be open daily. In 2004 it served 1,265 client
families. Included were 3,456 people, one-third of

community. Each businessman was a member or
leader in various other civic, patriotic, and frater
nal organizations. For the youth of the community,
they sponsored an annual picnic at the Shinkle

son American Legion Post No. 166. In 1928 Mar

them children and one-third senior citizens.

The philosophy of Action Ministries is to pro
vide help for three months to people who come to
them; it is expected that recipients will actively be
seeking employment, will be in school or voca
tional training, or will be doing community ser
vice. The goal is to help families over rough times,
not to enable a lifestyle of seeking assistance. How
ever, the mission recognizes that there are people

and a restaurant-bar owner. Their businesses were

Farm (see Amos Shinkle) in Crestview Hills. The

tin moved his business to 508 Scott St., Covington,
the site formerly occupied by Eugene Lacey's gro
cery. In 1932 Martin opened a second dry cleaning
business, at 1015 Greenup St., near the corner of

model for this association was the National Negro
Business League, developed by Booker T. Wash
ington. The charter members of the local organiza
tion included Charles L. Deal, Clarence Frateman,

Clinton and Scott Sts. In the late 1930s, Martin

Wallace Grubbs, Richard “Uncle Dick" Johnson,

closed the Greenup St. location to concentrate on
his Scott St. business. In 1948 Martin moved from
508 Scott St. to 522 Scott St.

Martin, and Horace S. Sudduth. Their unoffi

The leader and organizer of the group was
Horace S. Sudduth, a native Covingtonian who was
astute in the development of modern business prac

who will never be able to be self-sufficient because

cial meeting place was the C. E. Jones Funeral

tices. Sudduth founded the Horace Sudduth and

of age or disability, and those people are helped for
as long as they wish to come.

Home at 635 Scott St.

Associates Real Estate Agency and owned the
Manse Hotel in Cincinnati, the place where influ
ential African American visitors stayed. He served
as president of two national organizations, the Na
tional Negro Business League and the Industrial
Federal Savings & Loan Association. Sudduth was

Dorman, Tom. Interview by Sandy Banta, June 12,
2005, Latonia, Ky.

“Food Bankin Central Location." CE, May 2, 2003, IB.
“Food Bank to Kick Off New Site,” CE, 1B.

“Food Pantry to Break Ground," KP. September 13,
2002, 2K.

Charles E. Jones, Gene Lacey, William H.

Charles L. Deal was an agent for the Mutual
Fire Insurance Company and also sold real estate.
He was born in October 1877. His early years were
spent in Latonia, along Winston Ave. and Main St.,
while he was working for the railroad. In 1928 he
opened a real estate business at 1109 Russell St. in
Covington. A few years later, he moved the business

married to Melvina Jones, the sister of Charles E.
Jones, the funeral director.
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These businessmen and the businesses they
operated faced and overcame constant challenges
such as the Great Depression and competition
from emerging corporate business chains. The
community activities they sponsored indicated
their love of their community and benefited the
people who participated. In 1941, at the beginning

County (date est.)

African American Population (year)

Mason (1788)

4,391 slaves (1830); 3,772 slaves (1860); 4,392 (1880); 8,708 (1900)

Campbell (1794)

1,033 slaves (1830); 116 slaves (1860); 1,215 (1880); 1,258 (1900)

Bracken (1796)

833 slaves (1830); 750 slaves (1860);816 (1880);572 (1900)

Pendleton (1798)

428 slaves (1830); 424 slaves (1860), 780 (1880); 488 (1900)

Gallatin (1798)

1,184 slaves (1830); 708 slaves (1860); 617 (1880);565 (1900)

Boone (1798)

1,820 slaves (1830); 1,745 slaves (1860); 1,232 (1880); 810 (1900)

Owen (1819)

790 slaves (1830); 1,660 slaves (1860); 1,508 (1880); 1,470 (1900)

Grant (1820)

266 slaves (1830); 696 slaves (1860); 733 (1880); 427 (1900)

of World War II, a number of these activities,

along with the African-American Businessmen's
Association itself, ceased and were never reinsti
tuted. Most of the African American businesses

struggled on, until they disappeared in the 1950s
because of the changing demographics in the
community.

Carroll (1838)

1,045 slaves (1860);771 (1880);804 (1900)

"Grubbs, Wallace,” KP, May 9, 1964,5K.

Kenton (1840)

567 slaves (1860); 2,528 (1880); 3,282 (1900)

Robertson (1867)

288 (1880); 128 (1900)

Harris, Ted. “Reader Recollection,” KP, March 2,
1992, 4K.

“Johnson, Richard,” KTS, October 12, 1957,4A.

“Police Raids Bring 17 into Covington Court.” KP,
March 15, 1930, 1.

Three of the most notable members of this popu
Theodore H. H. Harris

lation were Rev. Elisha W. Green (1818–1893),

AFRICAN AMERICANS. African Americans

throughout the Bluegrass and Northern Kentucky
as the pastor ofchurches in Paris and Maysville, Col.
Charles Denton Young (1864–1923), the first Af.
rican American from Kentucky to graduate from
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point; and James
A. Mundy (1886–1978), who conducted and ar
ranged for large choirs at Orchestra Hallin Chicago,
thereby helping to revive black spirituals in the
United States during the early 1900s. Another Afri
can American in the county was John Patty of Do
ver, who operated a coal and brick yard that fur
nished bricks for many of the houses built around
that community. Blacks from Mason and surround
ing counties attended the John G. Fee Industrial
High School in Maysville. This school, which
closed in the late 1950s with desegregation, was

enslaved at birth, who was allowed to minister

arrived in Northern Kentucky during the 1750s–
1770s with the first group of explorers and settlers,
before the United States became a nation. When

Simon Kenton, Christopher Gist, and others
traveled down the Ohio River, enslaved blacks ac

companied them. The African American presence
in Northern Kentucky increased with Kentucky's
statehood in 1792. As the counties in the region
began to form, and as large tracts of land were sub
divided into farms, the river cities of Maysville
(then called Limestone) in Mason Co., Newport in
Campbell Co., and Covington in Kenton Co. were
organized. The numbers of African Americans in
those counties increased proportionally with the
general population. They played an important role
in the development of each of these three northern
river counties, adding to the fabric of society and
contributing to economic development.
The Civil War was a major turning point for
migration by African Americans into the urban
centers of Northern Kentucky. Because of the Con
federate threat to Northern Kentucky and the en
listment of blacks in the Union forces, many Afri
can Americans moved from the central Bluegrass
region of Kentucky to the cities of Newport and
Covington. They continued to do so throughout
the 19th century, at first settling mostly in the
counties along the Ohio River. At the beginning of
the 20th century, another wave of African Ameri
cans began leaving the farms and migrating to the
cities of Covington, Newport, and, to a lesser ex
tent, Maysville. The following list gives an over
view of how African Americans were distributed

in the Northern Kentucky region, through 1900:
Mason Co.

Mason Co., Northern Kentucky's first county, ini
tially encompassed most of the region. By the time
Kentucky was admitted as a state in 1792, Mason
Co. and its largest city, Limestone (Maysville), were
well established. Maysville was the gateway to the
central Bluegrass region and was its trading center,
and a large black population resided in Mason Co.

named for the Bracken Co.—born abolitionist John

G. Fee, the founder of Berea College at Berea, Ky.

father worked at the Newport rolling mills, and
steel jobs became available to other members of his
family living in Newport. Their children attended
all-black schools in Newport and Covington.
Bracken Co.
In Bracken Co. an African American church, the

Old Negro Church on “the Hill” near Augusta, was
established in the 1830s; it was the first black church

in the county. Stephen Foster reportedly based
his song "My Old Kentucky Home" on the Negro
spirituals sung there. Religiously, the city of Au
gusta was divided between the Methodist Norths, of
antislavery persuasion, and the Methodist Souths,
who were proslavery. Later, the St. PaulM.E. and the
New Hope Baptist were the two African American
churches in Augusta. The St. Paul church was
founded on August 22, 1894, with a $200 down pay
ment on the land, and Rev. McDade was its first

pastor. At the beginning of the 20th century, blacks
were attending the county's two integrated Method
ist churches, one in Augusta and the other in Ger

Campbell Co.

mantown. The African American church in Ger

In Campbell Co. the African American popula
tion initially was not large. African Americans
lived throughout the county at Alexandria, Cold
Spring, Leitch's Station, and Newport. Enslaved
blacks were brought to the county by early pioneers
such as David Leitch and James Taylor Jr. Tay
lor, one of Campbell Co.'s wealthiest and most in
fluential residents, freed his slaves upon his death
in 1848. The Lumpkin brothers, along with other
former slaves of Taylor, continued into the 1890s to
fight in court for a property division from the Tay
lor estate. The Lumpkin family also helped to es
tablish the Southgate St. School in 1873. One of
the longest-lived persons in the United States was
an African American woman named Aunt Hagar,
who resided near Alexandria and was reportedly
born March 21, 1751, in Virginia. She came to Ken
tucky in the days of early settlement with Lewis
Wilcoxer, and when she died on July 6, 1873, she
was supposedly age 122.

mantown was Reed's Chapel M.E. The elementary
school for African Americans in Augusta was called
the Augusta “B” school, and its counterpart in Ger
mantown was called the Germantown “B” School.
When the Germantown “B” school closed, its last

commencement exercises, on May 21, 1953, were

held in the sanctuary at Reed's Chapel.M.E.
The local Augusta College, a Methodist insti
tution, was a hotbed of antislavery thought. Aboli
tionism and slave escapes heavily dotted the land
scape of Bracken Co. in its early history. The most
noted abolitionist was John G. Fee, who spread
the message through churches and public meetings
that slavery was wrong. In 1848 a large group of
slaves came through Brooksville headed toward
Augusta on the Ohio River, in an escape attempt.
Their route followed the natural corridors of ter

rain. Although all the fugitive slaves were captured,
this event created great concern among slavehold
ers in the county.

After the Civil War, black families retained the

property they had acquired. In Cold Spring, the
Jefferson family has resided on the six-acre farm off
modern Bunning Ln, for more than 100 years. The

Pendleton Co.

The Civil Warhad a great impact on Pendleton Co.
Many of its young African American men went to

AFRICAN AMERICANS

Covington to join the Union Army, including Wii
liam Munday (1843–1899). His story is typical of
many of the youngblacks from Pendleton Co. who
joined the Union's ranks. As a 20-year-old farmer,
he enlisted for three years on May 23, 1864, at Cov
ington and was assigned to Company D, 100th
U.S. Colored Infantry (USCI). He saw action in
Tennessee at the battle of Murfreesboro. Munday
was buried in a field on the way to Hayes Station in
the northern part of Pendleton Co.

the construction of African American schools

throughout the nation during the 1920s.
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Cedar Hill, New Columbus, New Liberty, Owen
ton, and Pleasant Home. One of the oldest black

century resided throughout the county. Near one
of the county's oldest communities, Petersburg,
blacks were present from the earliest days. They
lived on the farms that supported the Petersburg
Distillery and the river traffic on the Ohio River.

churches in Northern Kentucky is the Second Bap
tist Church of New Liberty, which dates to 1846.
The Second Baptist Church of Owenton was
formed much later. African American Teddy
Vinegar is a descendant of one of the first families
to reside in the county. His family has maintained
property holdings at Mountain Island in Owen
Co. for more than 100 years. Bill Livers, a black

Pendleton Co. had two black churches, located

Boone Co., with its wooded rural access to the

born in Owen Co., was a well-known musician, a

in Falmouth: the Ruth Temple A.M.E. Church and
the First Baptist Church of Falmouth. There are a

Ohio River, also was an avenue of slave escapes
during the 1850s. In January 1856 Margaret Gar
ner made her famous attempt at freedom from the
Gaines family farm in Boone Co.
By the 1870s African Americans had estab
lished several churches throughout Boone Co. The
First Baptist Church of Florence at 21 Girard St.

self-taught fiddle player. Several African American
schools were established throughout the county.
During the mid-20th century, a school financed by
the Rosenwald Foundation replaced New Liberty's

number of unnamed African American cemeter

ies in the county; two of them are on Miller's Ridge,
where the dates of birth on tombstones range from
1828 to 1874 and the last burial recorded was in
1904. Harrison Miller was the owner of Miller's

Boone Co.

African Americans in Boone Co. in the mid-19th

African American school, which was started in the
late 1880s. At one time there was also a school for
blacks at Pleasant Home.

was started on November 27, 1870, and continued

Ridge after the Civil War, and it is likely that his
wife and children are buried there along with
Miller. James Miller, who held the property con
taining this cemetery well into the 1930s, was the
last Miller family member to own it. The other un
named cemetery at Miller's Ridge is located off Ky.
Rt. 22. Ben Munday (also spelled Monday), who
died about 1939, owned the land. Daniel Monday,
the father of Civil War soldier William Munday, is

conducting services until 1976; the last pastor was
Hershel Glenn of Covington. In 1977 the church's
building was sold to the Church of God of Proph
ecy. In 1894 Richard Baker, George Clark, and
Robert Sleet formed the Hopewell Baptist Church
near Beaverlick, on land owned by G.W. Sleet.
Blacks operated their own schools in Boone
Co. from 1883 until county schools were consoli

listed on the 1850 census as a free African Ameri

dated in 1954. In 1883 an African American school

when a replacement church was built, it was renamed
in his honor. During the early 20th century, the

can, born about 1795 in Kentucky. His occupation
was given as farmer, and he had at least 10 children.

operated north of the present Turfway Park
Racecourse near Florence. The property on which
it stood, now owned by the Kenton Co. Airport
Board, belonged to George Foster and Charles

Co. supported a large African American commu
nity. With the construction of I-75, most of that

Two African American residents of Falmouth

who rose to distinction were John Merritt, head

football coach at Tennessee State University in
Nashville, Tenn., and a member of the College
Football Hall of Fame, and his cousin Dr. Harrison

B. Wilson Jr. (b. 1925, Amsterdam, N.Y.), president
of Norfolk State University (NSU) in Virginia from
1974 to 1997. Wilson's family was originally from

Cleaveland, two African Americans. Other black

schools were at Idlewild and Burlington. In Wal
ton an African American school began during the
1880s in a building behind today's Zion Baptist
Church that also housed the church and an Odd

Grant Co.

Grant Co.'s firstchurch for blacks, at Williamstown,

was built at the end of the 19th century. The current
church, Ogg Chapel C.M.E., was named for Rev.
Ogg, pastor of the Williamstown United Meth
odist Church on Paris St. Ogg came to help with
the construction of the first church; then in 1950,

Crittenden Christian Church on Olive Rd. in Grant

area's houses were removed, and for economic rea

sons their occupants moved to Covington. For
more than 100 years, blacks have been buried in the
Broadridge Cemetery near Dry Ridge. Many of the
African Americans living in Grant Co. attended
the Zion Baptist Church on U.S. 25 in Dry Ridge,

Fellows Lodge. African Americans owned several

until it closed in the late 1970s. African Americans

Falmouth, and he attended school there. He re

sizable blocks of land in Boone Co. For instance,

ceived his BA from Kentucky State University in
Frankfort and also taught at Jackson State Univer
sity in Jackson, Miss., and at Tennessee State

Rube Riley was a major landholder in the area
known today as Big Bone. Members of his family
attended Big Bone Baptist Church and are buried
in that church's cemetery.
In Burlington, the county seat, numerous blacks
resided on farms from the county's earliest begin
nings. There were two Baptist churches in Burling
ton; one, located at the corner of Nicholas and Alley
Sts. near Temperate St., currently is known as the
First Baptist of Burlington; the second church is on
the corner of Garrard and Alley near Orient St.

attended a school in Dry Ridge until a new Rosen
wald Foundation school replaced it in the 1920s.

University.
Gallatin Co.

In Gallatin Co. abolitionists and Underground

Railroad conductors Rev. John Pavy and Rev.
Alexander Sebastian helped the steady flow of
escaping slaves gain access to the Ohio River, using
nearby Eagle Creek as the corridor to freedom.
Blacks remaining in Gallatin Co. included mem
bers of the Consolidated Second Baptist Church in
Warsaw, built in 1851 as a Presbyterian Church,
which was later sold to the Colored Baptist
Church. Trustees Oliver Hughes, Alexander Ham
ilton, and John Marshall purchased the building
on August 15, 1881, for the sum of $500. It became
the Consolidated Baptist Church in 1944, when it
merged with another Warsaw African American
Baptist church. The Second Baptist Church of Park
Ridge had its beginning in the late 1890s. African
Americans owned large tracts of land throughout

These two churches later consolidated at the Nich

olas and Alley Sts. location, where an elementary
grade school was housed on the first floor. The sec
ond floor was rented to the Masonic Lodge for sec
ondary education classes. During the 1920s, Afri
can American high school students from Boone
Co. attended Lincoln-Grant School (William

Grant High School) in Covington, either commut
ing or living with their Covington relatives. Begin
ning in 1955, Boone Co.'s black schools were shut
down and their students began to attend integrated
public schools within the county system.

Gallatin Co. In the 1880s blacks attended their

own school at Park Ridge, near Sparta; that school
was eventually replaced by a school funded by the
Rosenwald Foundation ofChicago, which financed

Owen Co.

Owen Co. African Americans also lived through
out the county in the 1860s, in the communities at

Carroll Co.

Carroll Co. during the Civil War was the site of a
skirmish between troops from the 117th USCI gar
risoned in Covington and Col. George Jesse's Con
federates at Gex Landing near Ghent (see Gex
Landing Incident). The captured black troops
later escaped, returning to duty in Covington.
There are two African American churches in Car

roll Co. that have been holding services since the
1870s; the Second Baptist Church of Carrollton,
built in 1874, and the Ghent Second Baptist
Church, founded in 1871. The Ghent church has a

cemetery at the southeast end of Carroll St. Black
children between the ages of 6 and 18 attended seg
regated schools at Carrollton and Worthville.
There were 327 African American children living
in the county in 1895. In 1921 the Worthville
school closed and its students were transported via
the Carrollton and Worthville Railroad to

Carrollton's black school. These schools were sup
ported by advalorem taxes paid by African Ameri
can taxpayers and continued operating until they
were replaced by a new Rosenwald Foundation
school. During the 1960s, this school was consoli
dated into the Carroll Co. system.
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Kenton Co.

Kenton Co. was heavily influenced by the region's
largest city, Covington. Covington had one of the
longest service tunnel systems in the region, con
necting the Gano-Southgate House on E. Sec
ond St. with the home of Kentucky governor John
White Stevenson (1867–1871) at Garrard and E.

Kenton Co. Courtyard on December 17, 1937, was
one of the last public hangings in Kentucky.

Harris, John. "Black Struggle Leader Buried,” KP,

The second incident is tied to the national civil

March 16, 1970, 4K.
Hicks, Jack. “Show Tells of Ex-Slave Rev. Green,” KP,
November 25, 1991, 1K–2K.

rights movement. In 1970 a young civil rights
worker from Covington, William Herman Payne

"Maysville-Rev. Elisha Green," KP, November 2,
1893, 3.

(1943–1970), a member of the Student Non-Violent

“Newport-Resident," CDC, July 10, 1873, 3.
"An Outrage," DC, June 9, 1883, 3.
Reis, Jim. “Pioneers Opened Kentucky Frontier," KP,

In 1896 the total enrollment of African Americans

Coordinating Committee (SNCC), was in Mary
land to support the organization's national chair
man, Herbert "H. Rap" Brown, who was appearing
in court there to face various charges. Payne and
another passenger were killed when their car ex
ploded on March 12, 1970. Brown was not in the
car. Known as Ché in the civil rights movement,
Payne had assisted in voter registration in Ala
bama and Mississippi. He was a 1963 graduate of
Lincoln-Grant School (William Grant High
School). This case brought national attention to
Payne's hometown, the city of Covington, and re
mains a part of the history of violent incidents as
sociated with the civil rights movement.
In 1971 James Simpson Jr. became the first
black elected to office in Covington and Kenton Co.
During the 1990s, Pamela Mullins was the first

in the county schools was 313. High school stu

African American woman to be elected to the Cov

dents attended the Lincoln-Grant School (Wil

liam Grant High School) in Covington, either com
muting or living with relatives in town. The

ington Independent Board of Education; she later
was elected to the Covington City Commission. In
January 1999, when Bill Bradford became mayor

one-room school in Elsmere was named Dunbar.

of Elsmere, he was the first African American

During the 1930s Thomas Lewis, a graduate of
Lincoln-Grant High School who played on the

mayor of a city in the Northern Kentucky region.
Bradford had been elected to the Elsmere City

school's undefeated football team in the late 1920s

Council much earlier and also has served on vari

population of Kenton Co. had expanded to 1,390,

and was a graduate of Kentucky State University in

ous boards and commission in the region.

but the number of blacks who lived in Elsmere re

Robertson Co.

can Americans began to create vibrant neighbor

Fourth Sts. The original intent of the tunnels was
to convey supplies from the Ohio and Licking riv
ers to the main houses, but the tunnel under the

Gano-Southgate House was used extensively for
slave escapes when the owners were away. The
grandmother of African American Annie Har
graves used the tunnel in her flight. The slaves of
Governor Stevenson accompanied Margaret Gar
ner in an escape using those tunnels. Jacob Price,
a free person of color in 1860 who was living on
Bremen St., a few doors from Main St., regularly
helped slaves escape.
During the 1880s schools for black children
were established in Erlanger, Independence, Ken
ton, Key West, Milldale, Morning View, and Scott.

dier,” NKH2, no. 1 (Fall—Winter 1994):56–59.
“Services Held for Bomb Blast Victim,” KP, March 17,
1970, 5K.

“Slaves in Kentucky," CJ, March 31, 1860, 1.
Turley-Adams, Alicestyne. Rosenwald Schools in Ken

tucky, 1917–1932. Frankfort. Kentucky Heritage
Council, 1997.

Wright, George C. Racial Violence in Kentucky, 1865–
1940. Lynchings, Mob Rule, and “Legal Lynchings.”
Baton Rouge. Louisiana State Univ. Press, 1990.
Theodore H. H. Harris
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IN

ELSMERE.

African Americans began to migrate to Elsmere in
Kenton Co. in the early 1900s. In 1900, 17 of the
city's 137 residents were blacks; by 1910, there were
41 blacks out of a total city population of 331. By
the late 1920s, partially in response to the labor
needs of the Southern Railway (currently known
as Norfolk Southern), the African American

mained about the same. Nevertheless, local Afri

Frankfort, became the Dunbar School's first
teacher. In 1940 Rosella Porterfield was hired as

April 28, 1986,4K.

Seibert, Herman R., Jr. “The Grave of a Forgotten Sol

the school's second teacher. In 1949 the Wilkins

Robertson Co., the county with the smallest popu

hoods in Elsmere whose foundation rested on the

Heights School opened to replace the Dunbar
School. It had two classrooms, a kitchen, and a gym
that was also used as a cafeteria. As a part of desegre
gation during the 1950s, its students were transferred
to another school within the Erlanger-Elsmere

lation in the state, was formed after the Civil War;

therefore, any slave escapes or abolitionist activities
in its territory are tied to the histories of the sur
rounding counties. During the late 1860s, two black

construction of institutions such as churches and
schools.

schools, one at Mount Olivet and the other at

Americans in the United States ever since the

School District.

Piqua, were established in what became Robertson

emergence of the independent African American
church movement during the mid-1780s, led by

In the late 19th century, two black inventors
with ties to Covington, Granville T. Woods and
Frederick M. Jones, were receiving national at
tention. Woods incorporated the electrical manu
facturing business he had founded in Newport
while a resident of Covington. He later sold a num
ber of his patents to Thomas Edison and Edison's
General Electric Company and to the Westing
house Corporation. Jones grew up in West Cov
ington under the guidance of a Roman Catholic
priest, Father William Ryan, and was known for
his invention of air-cooling units for refrigerated
trucks and trains.

Two events in the 20th century involving Afri
can American Covington residents gained the na
tional spotlight and served as subtle reminders that
freedom demands a heavy price. One, during the
1930s, concerned the John “Pete" Montjoy (1913–
1937) case and was clearly a miscarriage of justice.
Montjoy was charged with assaultinga white woman,
found guilty, and sentenced to be hanged. The case
has been termed a legal lynching that should have
been reversed by Kentucky's "boy governor," A. B.
“Happy” Chandler (1935–1939, 1955–1959), or by
the U.S. Supreme Court. Montjoy's hanging in the

Co. In 1927 the Mount Zion Methodist Church

building was transferred (for the sum of one dollar)
to be used for worship services by the African
American community in Mount Olivet. According
to recent U.S. censuses, very few blacks reside in the
county now.

The creation of separate and exclusive black
churches has helped to shape the lives of African

Rev. Richard Allen and Rev. Absalom Jones. The

people of African descent who lived in Elsmere
were no different. In the winter of 1896, Rev. Dan

iel W. Ellison, along with several of his followers,
established the first African Methodist Episcopal
(A.M.E.) Church in the area at a railroad station on
Woodside Ave. in Elsmere. The church moved sev

The forgotten masses of common, everyday African
Americans must not be left outhere. They need to be
recognized in the aggregate even though their indi
vidual stories did not make it into the record. Just as

the common white population is unnoticed by his
tory, most blacks are unknown to historians. That is
not to belittle their silent but important contribution
to the history of the Northern Kentucky region.

eral times before a permanent facility was estab
lished on Fox St., in 1905 or 1906. In 1934 a myste
rious fire destroyed this building, but one year
later, in 1935, a stone-fortified church replaced it.
The following year, the cornerstone of the church
was laid and the church was renamed the Barnes

Temple A.M.E. Church of Elsmere, after Rev.
H. L. Barnes. Between 1940 and 1948, the leaders

African American Records: Bracken County, Ken

tucky, 1797–1999. Vol. 2. Brooksville, Ky: Bracken
Co. Historical Society, 1999.
“Another Suit by Col. Taylor's Old Slaves," KJ, April
12, 1892, 4.

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Carey, Liz. "Black in N. Ky: A History of Division,"
Kenton County Community Recorder, February
24, 2005, A 1.

of the church allowed the Erlanger-Elsmere Board
of Education to use part of the building to teach
first-, second-, and third-grade African American
students from the local community. Over time, the
Barnes Temple A.M.E. Church became one of the
city's most prestigious black religious institutions.
Another black church, now named the First

Baptist Church of Elsmere, was founded in 1891 by
Deacon Matt Slaughter, Lucy Slaughter, and Soney

AFRICAN AMERICANS IN THE CIVIL WAR

Slaughter. It originally held services and prayer
meetings in an old school building along Spring St.
A groundbreaking ceremony occurred in 1924 for
the construction of a permanent facility on Garvey
Ave. Several years later, the church was expanded,
remodeled, and renamed Hanns Chapel in honor
of Rev. Charles Hann. A new church was com

over the past few decades Elsmere has become avery
integrated community where all races and ethnici

such an invasion, which never occurred on the

Barnes Temple A.M.E. Church pamphlet, Northern

scale that many expected. African American civil
ian laborers constructed the forts and breastwork

Kentucky African-American Heritage Task Force
Collection, W. Frank Steely Library, Northern
Kentucky Univ.

Bradford, Bill, mayor. Interviews by Eric R. Jackson,
June 15, 19, 2006, Elsmere, Ky.
Bradford, Thomas, Mary Carneal, Bunt Hopkins,

Church of Elsmere rested on the shoulders of four

ple African Methodist Episcopal Church, Els
mere, Kentucky: African Methodism in Els

individuals, Rev. Edward Smith (1937–1966), Rev.

Wilma Porterfield, and Annie Wells. Barnes Tem

mere, Kentucky—Our Local History. Elsmere,

Ky: Barnes Temple African Methodist Episcopal
Elsmere Centennial Committee. City of Elsmere—

because his state was neutral, the recruitment of

Centennial Celebration Booklet, 1896–1996.

African Americans into the Union Army should
remain a point of contention. However, after the
proclamation was issued, there was no turning

Elsmere, Ky: City of Elsmere, 1996.
jackson, Eric. Black America Series: Northern Ken
tucky. Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia, 2005.
Wilkins Educated Generations of Blacks in Els

mere,” KP, January 19, 1998,4K.
President Lincoln called for 500,000 additional
February 17, 2003,4K.
Eric R. Jackson

WAR. In 1861, the first year of the Civil War,
military service for African Americans living in
Kentucky was not required. The Kentucky legisla
ture, in fact, had declared in May 1861 that the state
would take “no part" in the Civil War. The federal
government ignored this declaration and immedi
ately ordered county and state officials in Kentucky
to supply troops for the Union Army. A whites
only draft was implemented in 1861 to fill the state
quota.

community gradually became more integrated into

Recruiters for the Union Army from Northern
states, however, soon came into Kentucky seeking
to sign up African Americans. Some of the earliest
African Americans in the Union Army, including
13 members of the legendary 54th Massachusetts
Regiment, were living in Kentucky in 1861. The re
quirements for induction into the Union Army in
cluded a complicated formula for African Ameri
cans, based on whether they were free or still in
bondage.
Slaveholders in Kentucky trusted President
Abraham Lincoln (1860–1865) to protect their
property rights and took the stance that slavery
would survive the war or, if it did not, they would
be compensated once their slaves had been freed.
During the war's first two years, 1861–1862, the
large numbers of fugitive slaves who had sought
asylum at federal army garrisons in Kentucky were
returned to their masters while Lincoln's repre
sentatives tried unsuccessfully to broker a plan
of compensatory emancipation with Kentucky's

thelargersociety. Forexample, in 1974 Bill “Billy”

slaveholders.

Bradford became the first African American

Northern Kentucky was part of the 6th Mili
tary District, which consisted of Boone, Bracken,
Campbell, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Harrison, Ken

segregation during the mid-1950s.
From the 1960s to the 1990s, Elsmere's black

elected to the Elsmere City Council, where he re
mained until 1980, returning in 1982. He was
elected the vice mayor of Elsmere in 1994 and in
1998 became mayor of Elsmere, the first black to
hold such a position in Northern Kentucky. With
the continuation of accomplishments such as these,

congregated at Union Army posts and recruitment
stations throughout Kentucky. In February 1864,

—. “Several Schools Taught Black Students,” KP
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was closed with the movement toward school de

back; thousands of former slaves and their families

Reis, Jim. “Schools of Distinction: Dunbar, Then

Court decision. Nevertheless, the formal educa

French Porterfield, a very influential commu
nity educator, librarian, and civil rights activist,
taught African American students in grades one
through eight.
Wilkins Heights School opened in 1949 and
replaced the Dunbar School as the only all-black
school in Elsmere. It was a much larger facility,
containing two large classrooms, a kitchen, and a
gym that also was used as a cafeteria. Most local
African American elementary and middle school
students attended Wilkins Heights School until it

necessary for defense, as bands of guerillas, bush
whackers, and secessionist sympathizers roamed
the region.
The Emancipation Proclamation, issued by Lin
coln on January 1, 1863, caused confusion in Ken
tucky since it freed slaves in states that had seceded,
not in those, like Kentucky and several others, that
had announced their neutrality. Caught in the
middle of this issue, Kentucky's pro-Union gover
nor, Thomas Bramlette (1863–1867), noted that

Church, 2006.

tion of African Americans in the Erlanger-Elsmere
area began as early as the late 1880s, when two
black families, Thomas and Fanny Greene and the
Slaughters, sponsored several local fundraising
campaigns to build a local school for African
American children. In 1896 this very small facility,
located near the present-day Dixie Highway, in Er
langer, opened its doors and provided education
for students from first through eighth grade, who
were taught by one teacher. Several years later, fire
destroyed the building; however, almost immedi
ately the Dunbar School, named in honor of the
famous black poet Paul Laurence Dunbar, was
built on Spring St. in Elsmere. Here two African
American teachers, Thomas Wood, the first in
structor hired to teach at the school, and Rosella

sion by Confederate troops. Forts were built on the
hilltops of Kenton and Campbell counties to deter

ties can live, play, and work together harmoniously.

pleted and renamed the First Baptist Church of
Elsmere in 1934. Soon many local African Ameri
cans made it their spiritual home. From the late
1930s until today, the leadership of the First Baptist

Falvin Haygood (1971–1983), Rev. Jerome Nor
wood (1983–1991), and Rev. Norman Blankenship
(1992–present). Each pastor brought stability and
prosperity to the congregation and the larger local
blackcommunity.
The public schools also helped to shape the de
velopment of the African American community of
Elsmere. Local African Americans sought to use
access to public education to expand their eco
nomic, political, and social opportunities. How
ever, in Elsmere as elsewhere, racial segregation
dominated all levels of public education until the
1954 Brown v. Board of Education U.S. Supreme
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men to join the Northern army, Bramlette then
ended his opposition to the recruitment of African
Americans in Kentucky for the Union Army.
The war came directly to Northern Kentucky's
African Americans in early 1864, when President
Lincoln, Secretary of War Edmund Stanton, and
Kentucky governor Bramlette reached an agree
ment: whether African Americans were drafted

or enlisted or served as substitutes, their induc
tions were considered to have contributed to the

state's military quotas. Moreover, African Ameri
cans from Northern Kentucky were sent statewide
to fill the ranks of other African American regi
ments. After the 72nd and 117th USCI Regiments
were authorized, the majority of African Ameri
cans from the 6th Military District were assigned
to these regiments.
The Union Army established two military fa
cilities in Covington: Camp King, located along
the Licking River, and, nearby, Webster Barracks,
at the head of Greenup St. in the modern-day Wal
lace Woods neighborhood. Camp King served as
headquarters for the district provost marshal and
as a training post for new regiments. Two African
American U.S. Colored Infantry (USCI) regiments
were formed in Covington, the 72nd and the 117th.
Col. Alexander Duncan commanded the 72nd,
and Col. Lewis G. Brown led the 117th. Both com

manders were white. In September 1861, Joseph
Singer, the son of John Singer, became the first lo
cal African American civilian casualty of the war.
Singer, who was working as a cook for the Union
Army's Hawthorn Guards at Camp King, was shot
while going for a bucket of water as he attempted to
pass the sentinel without giving the password.
Charles Singer, Joseph's brother, was drafted in May
1864; their father was alongtime African American
businessman in Northern Kentucky and the future

ton, Pendleton, and Trimble counties. These 10

father-in-law of Rev. Jacob Price.
In March 1864, the enrollment of former slaves

counties coincided with the 6th Congressional Dis
trict. During the turbulent months of 1862, North
ern Kentucky and Cincinnati braced for an inva

from Bracken, Campbell, Harrison, Kenton, and
Pendleton counties for military service was pro
gressing at a rapid pace. By April there were 1,192
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African Americans (1,090 ex-slaves and 102 free

under Colonel Brown, was ordered to the field and

men) eligible for military duty in the 6th Military

departed for Louisville. Later, the regiment was or

rolled well into the mid-1860s, however. Deputy
provost marshals from Boone, Bracken, Pendleton,

District. Some African Americans who enlisted

dered to Baltimore, Md., and arrived there on Oc

and Trimble counties were notified of their dis

came from outside of the 6th Military District (for
example, from Bourbon and Owen counties) to join

tober 13. Maj. Gen. Lew Wallace (of Ben Hurnovel
fame) took over command of the regiment.
In January 1865 this regiment was transferred
to the Union's 25th Army Corps and then moved
to Camp Burnham near Richmond, Va. The regi
ment remained there until May 1865. In April they
were stationed at Petersburg, Va., and by June the
regiment had been moved to Brownsville, Tex.,

charge, once these soldiers were no longer needed.
This action continued through May 1865 when
other deputy provost marshals from Campbell, Car
roll, and Gallatin counties were also discharged.

the war effort.

In May 1864, former slaves and other drafted
African Americans from Kenton Co. were being
sent to a general military rendezvous point at Lou
isville. In July 1864, Adj. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas, in
charge of African American recruitment in Ken
tucky since 1863, ordered the establishment of a
camp in Covington for organization, instruction,
and training at Camp King, home to both the 72nd
and 117th USCI Regiments. A Captain Webster,
the 6th District's quartermaster, proclaimed that
all enslaved African Americans not physically
suited for military service were to be assigned to
the quartermaster and employed at the govern
ment's stables at a pay rate of $30 per month. In
August the quartermaster received an anonymous
communication advising him to resign his com
mission “and stop hiring those African Americans
unfit for military service.”
By mid-August 1864, nearly 400 African Amer
ican recruits were in Covington waiting assign
ment. Col. Lewis G. Brown and two other line

officers were in charge of the enlistees and recruit
ment. Colonel Brown sent agents to Carroll, Galla
tin, Harrison, and other nearby counties to enlist
former slaves. A considerable force of both whites
and African Americans was sent with each recruit

ing party to protect it from roaming rebelguerillas.
Some local people discouraged African Amer
ican enlistments, while others tried to entice re

cruits away from Covington in order to sell them
in Cincinnati as military substitutes. The penalty
for being caught trafficking in substitute recruit
ments was imprisonment in Covington's military
jails.
In late August, 60 soldiers from Company C,
117th USCI Regiment, under the command of Lt.
Frederick D. Seward from the 72nd USCI Regi
ment, were attacked while camping at Ghent in
Gallatin Co., by a force of 100 Confederates under
the command of a Colonel Jessie. The majority of
the Union troops were killed, and the remainder
were taken captive. The Union soldiers were in
Gallatin and Carroll counties on a recruiting mis
sion. Lieutenant Seward and a number of these sol

diers arrived in Covington after being released by
Colonel Jessie. One of the men died and six were
wounded. Two of the wounded were taken to the

Seminary U.S. General Hospital, on the site of the
former Western Baptist Theological Institute.
Eight other African American soldiers taken as
prisoners in the battle were seen leaving in the di
rection of Eagle Hills in Owen Co., accompanied
by Colonel Jessie and his Confederate troops. Two
weeks later, these eight soldiersescaped when Union
soldiers garrisoned in Shelby Co. attacked Colonel
Jessie and the troops he commanded while they
were encamped.
On October 7, 1864, after having their ranks
increased by 30 recruits from Owen Co. and 20
more from Bourbon Co., the 117th USCI Regiment,

where it remained until the war's end in 1865.

In November 1864 Major Mitchell, the provost
marshal for the 6th Military District, mustered
into federal service 82 African Americans. They
were to serve principally as teamsters but also to
work in the engineering, quartermaster, and com
missary departments. He was following orders is
sued by Adj. Gen. George Thomas (namesake of
Fort Thomas) to have these men work in uniform,

Governor Bramlette maintained his resistance to

what he considered federal occupation. Camp King
was merged into Newport Barracks.
During the war, African American refugees
flooded the southern part of Covington near
Camp King, so the military had to provide them
with means of survival. After the war, refugees
from Central Kentucky came to Covington and
Newport in large numbers, taxing the ability of
those cities to provide education, medicine, em
ployment, and housing for them. In December
1865, the Freedmen's Bureau was expanded into
Kentucky and an office was opened in Covington.

draw rations, and receive the same pay as any other
Union soldier, not the $30 per month they had
been earning.
In early 1865 Covington was receiving African
American refugees primarily from the vicinity of
the saltworks in southwestern Virginia. About 100
refugees were being housed in the Union Army's
military barracks on Greenup St. Some of the most

The Freedmen's Bureau, with assistance from the

able-bodied men who had arrived indicated their

Gladstone, William A. United States Colored Troops,

desire to join the Union Army.
In April 1865, Company C, 72nd, proceeded
to Taylorsville in Spencer Co. En route, they were
attacked by about 20 Confederate guerrillas. After
a brief skirmish, the company entered town with
out having sustained any loss of men. The com
pany remained there until April 26, when they
marched to Bloomfield in Nelson Co. In May the
72nd USCI Regiment, under Colonel Duncan, de
parted Covington eastward for Catlettsburg in
Boyd Co. In June the company arrived at Camp

1863–1867 Gettysburg, Pa.; Thomas, 1990.
"Homicide at Camp King," CJ, September 28, 1861, 3.

Nelson, where it was discontinued and the soldiers

were discharged. The troops remaining at Camp
King were three companies of the 6th Colored
Cavalry, two companies of the 124th, one com
pany of the 24th Kentucky (state militia), and one
or two companies of the 1st Ohio Heavy Artillery,
the latter guarding fortifications. In September
the 119th USCI Regiment left for Louisville. The
13th Colored Heavy Artillery arrived from Camp
Nelson. About half the regiment proceeded up the
Ohio River to Catlettsburg, and the remainder
stayed at Camp King. Companies F and G, 24th
Kentucky Infantry, which had been doing duty
within the Quartermaster's Department, were re
lieved by Company A of that same regiment. The
two former companies went to Camp Nelson. In
October the troops garrisoned at the Newport
Barracks, including the band, were ordered to
New York City, as the barracks became the staging
area for African American troops to be stationed
in the West.

During April 1865, the drafting of African
Americans ceased when the deputy provost mar
shals in some of the counties of the 6th Congressio
nal District were discharged. Some of the African
Americans still in the military service remained en

Freedmen's Aid Society and other groups, pro
vided much of the medical and educational assis

tance for the African Americans who had migrated
to Northern Kentucky.
"Agency of the Freedmen's Bureau for Covington,

Kentucky and Vicinity,” CDG, January 6, 1866, 2.
"Camp for Negro Troops," CDG, July 13, 1864, 2.
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AFRICAN AMERICANS IN WORLD WAR

II (EUROPEAN THEATER). During World
War II all able-bodied men who were U.S. citi

zens, including members of the African Ameri
can community of Northern Kentucky, were re
quired to serve in the military. Those who did not
enlist were conscripted. The exact number of black
Northern Kentuckians who served in the armed

forces is not known. Official U.S. Army policy
generally restricted African Americans to service
units; only a few were assigned to combat units.
The largest concentration of African American
soldiers from Northern Kentucky serving in Eu
rope served with the 92nd “Fighting Buffaloes" In
fantry Division in Italy, part of the 5th Army, com
manded by Lt. Gen. Mark Clark. The 3rd Army,

AFRICAN AMERICANS IN WORLD WAR II (PACIFIC THEATER)

which was commanded by Lt. Gen. George S. Pat
ton Jr., had the next-largest number of African
Americans from the region.
The arrival of black soldiers in England was a
matter of curiosity for the local population and a
new experience for these soldiers. The British saw
them not as Negroes or colored but simply as those
“Tan Yanks" who had arrived to help in the war ef.

fort. Most African American soldiers regarded
service in World War II as an opportunity to prove
their patriotism and to visit other parts of the
United States and of the world.

In General Patton's command, all troops, re
gardless of skin color, were utilized, whether in ser
vice or combat units. After the Normandy invasion,
both types of units played a vital role when Patton
made his famous dash across Europe. In late July
1944, once Patton had established his headquarters
in France, a number of African Americans from

Northern Kentucky joined the 3rd Army. During
the fighting in Italy, the predominantly black 92nd
Infantry Division was assigned to General Clark's
5th Army; the 92nd is distinguished as having been
the only predominantly African American combat
division to serve in Europe.
Lt. Melvin W. Walker entered the U.S. Army
in March 1941. He trained at Camp Benning, Ga.,
and arrived in Italy as a member of the 366th In
fantry Regiment, 92nd Infantry Division, in July
1944. He was awarded several service medals, in

cluding the Purple Heart Medal.
Following the Normandy invasion, U.S. secre
tary of war Henry L. Stimson applauded the Afri
can American soldiers who had fought during the
Normandy invasion. A contemporary newspaper
stated, “Military observers here pointed out that
the Negro engineer and quartermaster detach
ments were bound to have suffered even heavier

casualties than infantry troops, the reason being
that their work had to be carried on under fire and

without foxhole cover available to infantrymen en
gaged in combat operations."
George Frank Nutter and Albert Nutter Jr., the
sons of Mrs. Minnie Nutter of Covington, were both

Il

advancing U.S. 3rd Army. He established an ammo
dump just outside Paris, serving as a master rec

AFRICAN AMERICANS IN WORLD WAR

ords stock clerk for all ordnance received. In France

he learned to speak French "by listening to the
people talk.” By late September, Lowe had been
promoted to sergeant. A German army officer who
was a prisoner of war taught him how to speak
German, although fraternizing with the prisoners
was discouraged.
James Jennings of Covington attended Lincoln

of Northern Kentucky served with distinction in
World War II. World War II in Europe ended in
May 1945 (see African Americans in World
War II (European Theater]), but the war against
Japan in the Pacific Theater still had to be fought.
African Americans serving in the Pacific and Asia
were under the command of Gen. Douglas Mac
Arthur of the Army and Gen. Henry "Hap" Arnold

Grant School and was drafted into the U.S. Army

of the Army Air Force. African Americans serving

in November 1942. He served in Italy with the
92nd Signal Company. Jennings was awarded nu
merous ribbons and medals, including the Amer
ican Theater Ribbon and the European African
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon. A sergeant, Jen
nings was the field wire chief for the 92nd Infantry
Division. In later years, he formed and led the Cov
ington African American veterans drill team that
performed during the annual Memorial Day pa
rade held in Covington. Jennings was also a char
ter member of Hurry-Berry-Smith, Veterans of
Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 7453, organized in Cov

in the Navy were commanded by admirals Chester
W. Nimitz and William F. “Bull” Halsey. Nimitz
was the commander in charge of all U.S. forces in
the central and north Pacific and also was respon
sible for coordinating naval and land operations

ington in 1976.

James H. Robinson from Covington was killed
in action on August 17, 1944, while serving in
France. His wife, Ardella, who lived in Covington
on Sanford St., was notified of his death on No

II (PACIFIC THEATER). African Americans

with MacArthur in the southwest Pacific.

The first major campaign in the Pacific The
ater, the battle for New Guinea, began in March
1942. Once taken, New Guinea served as MacAr

thur's headquarters for most of the war. The key
(though inadequate) facilities of the island were
located at Port Moresby on the Gulf of Papua
near the southern tip. Port Moresby, the princi
pal base on the island, had to be rebuilt once the
land fighting had ended. The African American
soldiers stationed on New Guinea were put to
work building airstrips, barracks, and port facili

vember 13, 1944. Private Robinson, a member of

ties, and soon, as a result of their efforts, the dam

the 3918th Gasoline Supply Company, was buried
in the Brittany American Cemetery, St. James,
France. He received the Purple Heart.
World War II ended in Europe in May 1945,
and U.S. troops began to return in December. For
Northern Kentucky's African Americans, most
discharges took place in and around the region in
1946 upon their return. These returning veterans
saw a new beginning. Most had at least an eighth
grade education received from the Southgate St.
School in Newport or the Lincoln-Grant School in
Covington. Some had completed high school be
fore the war at William Grant High School, the
only high school serving blacks in Boone, Camp

age to the port had been repaired. Later, African
American engineering, ordnance, and quarter
master units serving with the American Expedi
tionary Forces in the Bona-Gona area were com
mended highly by Lt. Gen. E. F. Herring of the
Australian Army, for bravery during a battle
fought in March 1943.
In June 1942, William Bannister of Covington,
one ofthe many Northern Kentucky African Amer
icans who served, was inducted into the Army Air
Force and assigned to the 1060th Base Unit. He
was a graduate of the William Grant High School
(see Lincoln-Grant School) class of 1939. Ban
nister's unit saw combat in the battles of New

bell, and Kenton counties. Before the war, their

Guinea and the southern Philippines at Leyte

drafted following their graduation from Lincoln

only educational experience had been in segre

and the Ormac corridor. He earned the Army

Grant School. During the Normandy invasion,

gated school systems. Their army service in Eu
rope, though also segregated, offered experiences
that helped them later in civilian life. The vast ma
jority of African American veterans found im
proved employment opportunities, usually within
the federal government. Many made use of the GI
Bill of Rights and continued their education. In ad
dition, the postwar veteran saw a need for change in
Northern Kentucky. When change was slow in
coming, many veterans moved to Cincinnati or
other locations, returning only for visits.

Good Conduct Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific Cam

Pfc. Albert Nutter Jr. was a demolition specialist and

a member of Company D, 374th Engineer General
Service Regiment. His brother, Frank Nutter, ar
rived in Italy in late July 1944 and was a member of
Company E,370th Infantry Regiment, and the 92nd
Infantry Division. On December 27, 1944, Pfc.
Frank Nutter was wounded in action in Italy. He
was awarded numerous medals, including the Pur
ple Heart and the Combat Infantry Badge.
Henry C. Lowe, agraduate of Newport's South
gate St. School, was drafted in February 1943.
Private Lowe went to movie projector school at
Camp Bowie, Tex., and ordnance detachment
school at Aberdeen, Md. He arrived in England in
July 1944 and not long thereafter joined Patton's
3rd Army, fighting in France. Lowe described his
stay in England as very enjoyable, adding that “the
English people were nice to me." As a member of
the 657th Ordnance Company—Ammo ASP. Lowe
had to establish ammunition sites for the ever

“Citations, Awards for Servicemen," KTS, January 19,
1945, 2.
Harris, Ted. “Stories of Africans Americans in WWII

Went Untold," KP, February 28, 2002,4K.
“Pvt. James H. Robinson," KP, November 13, 1944, 1.

"Three North Kentuckians Are Reported as Killed in
Action," KTS, November 13, 1944, 1.

“Wounded in Action–PFC George Frank Nutter."
KTS, January 10, 1945, i.
Theodore H. H. Harris

paign Medal with two bronze stars, the World War
II Victory Medal, and the Philippine Liberation
Ribbon. Bannister rose to the rankofstaffsergeant.
He was discharged at AAF ORD, Greensboro,
N.C., on October 31, 1945.

Henry B. Brown Jr., the son of Ada Brown and
a 1942 graduate of William Grant High School,
was inducted into the U.S. Army on March 26,
1943. Brown was a member of the 437th Aviation

Squadron, 27th Air Depot Group, during the battle
for New Guinea. He earned the marksman badges
using both the 30-caliber carbine and the M-1 rifle.
His awards included the Army Good Conduct
Medal, the American Campaign Medal, the Asiatic
Pacific Campaign Medal with one bronze star, and
the World War II Victory Medal. Before his dis
charge, Brown was a member of the military occu
pation force stationed in Japan. He was discharged
from military service at Camp Atterbury, Ind., on
July 2, 1946.
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Also fighting in New Guinea and Luzon (Philip
pines) was James E. Talley of Covington. The son of
Anna B. Talley, he was a 1943 graduate of William
Grant High School. Talley was inducted into the
army in June 1943, just after his high school gradua
tion. He served in the 428th Port Company with the
rank of tech 5. He earned the marksman badge us
ing the SS carbine as well as the Army Good Con
duct Medal, the American Campaign Medal, the
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with two bronze
stars, the World War II Victory Medal, and the Phil
ippine Liberation Ribbon. Talley was discharged at
Camp Atterbury, Ind., on February 24, 1946.

the deep interest of African Americans in the
struggle of the Chinese people.
From 1942 to 1944, Lt. Gen. Joseph Stilwell was
in command of the Burma, India, and China The

ater. In October 1944, Lt.Gen. Albert C.Wedemeyer
replaced Stilwell. Military operations in Burma and
India, under Lt. Gen. Daniel Sultan, were separated
from those in China. During this period, Maj. Gen.
Claire Chennault was in command of the 14th

tory Medal. He was discharged in December 1945

Army Air Force. In the China Theater, Generalis
simo Chiang Kai-shek, who was both China's head
of state and the commander of the Chinese Army,
began to permit African American troops to move
freely about the country in small numbers. The first
African American troops in China were members
of the 858th Aviation Engineer Battalion.
LeRoy Waller, a resident of Covington, joined
the 858th Aviation Engineer Battalion stationed in
the Burma, India, and China Theater and helped
build the Burma Rd, through some of the densest
vegetation in the Asiatic Theater. In May 1945, the
battalion, as part of the 14th Army Air Force (Fly
ing Tigers), was assigned to the Burma Rd. in the
China Theater, becoming the only African Ameri
can unit to serve under Maj. Gen. Claire Chen
nault and Chiang Kai-shek.
Starting in October 1945, the African Ameri

with the rank of coxswain at the Great Lakes Naval

cans who had served in the Burma, India, and

Station in Illinois.

China Theater began making their way home from

In June 1943, John Louis Herndon enlisted in

the navy's Construction Battalion (Seabees) and
served in the South Pacific at Tontouta, the most

important air base on New Caledonia. Tontouta
was one of the most highly developed facilities in
the entire theater and was built from ground up by
the Seabees. Herndon, the son of Emanuel and

Mary Herndon of W. Ninth St. in Covington and a
graduate of William Grant High School, was one
of the few African Americans to serve in the Sea

bees during the war, earning the American Cam
paign Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal
with one Bronze Star, and the World War II Vic

In June 1944, George R. Offutt, a resident of
Covington, was inducted into the army and served
with the 3064th DumpTruck Company. He earned
the Army Good Conduct Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific
Campaign Medal, and the World War II Victory
Medal. While serving in Okinawa, Japan, Offutt
recorded his experiences with photographs of Japa
nese Army officers who were prisoners of war in the
camp as well as snapshots of local villagers. Offutt
attained the rank of sergeant and was discharged at
Fort Knox, Ky., on January 18, 1946.
In July 1944, Navy Seaman Leroy Ingram, a resi

dent of Covington and the son of Gladys Ingram,
was killed in an explosion at Port Chicago near San
Francisco, Calif. Ingram attended Burlington, Ky.,
schools and then was employed in the CCC (Civil
ian Conservation Corps) for several years before his
enlistment in the navy. The explosion that took his
life cost the lives of over 300 sailors. Ingram was the
sole Covingtonian to be killed in the blast.
In September 1944 Navy Stewart Mate 1st Class
James M. Williams from Covington returned home
from 23 months of duty in the Pacific Theater to
visit his mother and stepfather, Mr. and Mrs. Ed
ward Fender. Williams was a veteran of the Mar
shall Island and Gilbert Island invasions.

the Far East. Most left the service and were mus

tered out at the various military processing instal
lations throughout the United States before return
ing to Northern Kentucky. Some, however, never
returned to Northern Kentucky, settling instead in
other U.S. locations.

“Missing after Blast on Coast," KTS, July 20, 1944, 4.
“Navy Lists Negro Victims in Big California Disas
ter.” Pittsburgh Courier, July 29, 1944, 18.
“Soldier Lauds Folks at Home in Letters to Parents,”

KTS, September 1, 1944, 2.
“S/Sgt. William F. Bannister.” KTS, June 1, 1945, 2.
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eries reflect a more diverse mix of commodities

produced in these counties than in other sections;
thus, most recently, the average per farm market
value of production has tended to be higher than in
counties more dependent upon tobacco. In these
three counties, Northern Kentucky's most popu

lous, the average farm size ranges between 87 acres
(Campbell Co.) and 101 acres (Boone Co.), wellbe
low the 142-acre average for the rest of the North
ern Kentucky region. The arrival of numerous Ger
man and other immigrant farmers during the 19th
century also shaped Boone, Campbell, and Kenton
counties farming communities in distinctive
ways; one is the early emphasis on viniculture.
And farmers living in the three-county tier share
the unfortunate distinction of being at risk from
commercial and residential development pres
sures as suburbia metastasizes ever southward.

During the latter 1990s, approximately 20 acres of
Northern Kentucky farmland in Boone, Camp
bell, and Kenton counties were lost each day to
development—an exceptionally fast pace. In the
last decade of the 20th century, Boone Co.'s popu
lation increased by 49 percent, from 57,589 to
85.991. Between 1997 and 2002, more than 10 per
cent, some 8,300 acres, of the entire county's farm
land was lost to development as the orchards and
produce stands gave way to planned communities
that featured polo fields, marinas, and high-priced
residences. County planning commission projec
tions indicate that if the present rate of develop
ment continues unabated, by 2030 the county's
population will be more than 188,000 and only 2
percent of the land will be used for agriculture.
In contrast to Boone, Campbell, and Kenton
counties stand the region's lower tier of counties:
Bracken, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Mason, Owen,
Pendleton, and Robertson. Tobacco revenues for
2002 show that Mason, Owen, Bracken, and Grant

AGRICULTURE. From prehistoric times to the
present, farminghas played a vital role in Northern
Kentucky, economically, politically, and culturally.
The story of agriculture in Northern Kentucky is a
complicated one, replete with paradoxes. Among
the 11 counties, both density of population and size
in area vary widely. Kenton Co. is one of the most
urbanized counties in the state, and Robertson Co.

is one of the least populated; in square miles, Owen
Co. is one of the largest, and Gallatin Co. is one of
the smallest. No single plot line seems adequate to

The U.S. Army arrived in the Burma, India, and
China Theater during 1942, under the command of
MacArthur. Sixty percent of the troops serving in

describe the region's diversity. Proximity and ge

India and Burma were African American. African

tral theme. Finally, the enduring and evolving
agrarian heritage of the region is, ironically, coun
terpoised by a decline in farming as a way of life.
First, to consider Northern Kentucky agricul

Americans were not permitted in China until 1945.
However, beginning in early 1943, while visiting
Washington, D.C., and New York City, Madame
Chiang Kai-shek, the wife of China's head of state,
proclaimed that the Chinese people abhorred all
racial bias. In a meeting during her visit with Wal
ter White, NAACP secretary, she was assured of

bacco, corn, hay, and cattle, which are Kentucky
farmers' traditional recipe for success. Truck farm
ing, vegetable production, fruit and nut orchards,
wood crops, horse sales, and revenues from nurs

ography have been both a blessing and a curse.
Tobacco, with its rise and fall, has also been a cen

ture as a unified, monolithic whole is incorrect.

There are subregions with distinctive attributes.
The uppermost tier of counties—Boone, Campbell,
and Kenton—depend less than the others on to

ranked 17th, 18th, 29th, and 36th, respectively, in
Kentucky in value of tobacco sales, with Carroll
and Pendleton counties not far behind. The rate of

population increase, with the exception of Gallatin
and Grant counties, has been nowhere near that of

Boone Co., and consequently development pres
sures have been less severe. Between 67 percent
(Robertson Co.) and more than 80 percent (Mason
Co.) of the total acreage in the southern tier of
counties remains in farms, compared to less than
50 percent for Boone, Campbell, and Kenton coun
ties. Given their dependence upon tobacco and its
declining production between 1997 and 2002, the
average per farm market value of production fell
for every county in the southern section, in some
cases disastrously so. Robertson Co. had a 56 per
cent decline and Pendleton a 44 percent decline.
Despite the existence ofdistinctive subregions,
there are strong unifying themes that provide a
basis for shared experience among area farmers.
The forces of geography and proximity are univer
sal elements. Tilling the soil, which is predomi
nantly Eden Shale formation (see Eden Shale
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Farm), presents unique problems throughout
Northern Kentucky. Steep slopes associated with
Eden Shale terrain and the soil's tendency to shed,
rather than store, water make it particularly diffi
cult to farm. An emphasis on crops adaptable to
the terrain and on those that can be grown profit
ably on small acreage has resulted. Production of
grasses and woodlot management also reflect
strategies designed to address the twin challenges
of soil conditions and topography. Being near
major markets such as Cincinnati and Louisville
somewhat alleviated the transportation problems
that historically confounded farmers in more re
mote regions. Ready access to the Ohio, Kentucky,
and Licking Rivers—the highways of pioneer and
antebellum Kentucky–traditionally have given
Northern Kentucky farmers a distinct advantage
in transporting crops and livestock to distant

ery five rural Kentucky dwellings lacked direct ac
cess to improved roads.
The importance of streams and rivers to pio
neer and antebellum Northern Kentucky farmers
cannot be overstated. Agricultural commodities
traveled via flatboats, keelboats, rafts, and eventu

ally steamboats down the Kentucky, Licking, and
Ohio rivers. Shallow-draft vessels could moor at

numerous points, and farmers with riverfront

acreage often had their own private landings.
Along the banks of the Ohio River between Rabbit
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Fair. Farmer essayists, like Adam Beatty of
Maysville, authored works such as Essays on Prac
tical Agriculture. Both Beatty and Sanders were
also important advocates for Kentucky's hemp in
dustry, a major antebellum-era cash crop, of which
Mason Co. farmers were Northern Kentucky's ma
jor producers.
One might not typically associate the southern
planter class with Northern Kentucky, but large
scale, slave-based plantations operated alongside
the small farms of yeoman landowners and land

Hash, in Boone Co., and the mouth of the Ken

less tenant farmers. In the Timberlake district, now

Erlanger, in Kenton Co., Bartlett Graves owned
Walnut Grove plantation. Graves and other prom

gion's economic development. The first roads were
little more than crude trails. For example, in early
19th-century Northern Kentucky, roads were so
poor that a wagon loaded with goods could take as
long as two days to travel roundtrip from Florence,
Ky., to Covington, a distance of approximately 20
miles. Farmers in sections of the region found it

tucky River, a distance of some 40 miles, 38 land
ings and 11 villages dotted both sides of the river.
River-based communities such as Augusta, Car
rollton, and Warsaw flourished as local agricultural
distribution and transportation centers for area
farmers, while Covington,Newport, and Maysville
became major regional processing and shipping
centers for flour, hemp, pork, tobacco, and whis
key. After the Civil War, as steamboat and other
river-based shipping gradually gave way in impor
tance to the railroads, many smaller Northern
Kentucky river towns saw their status and their
economic importance diminish.
Agriculture flourished in the antebellum era,
particularly the 1850s. Kentucky ranked as a na
tional leader in a wide array of commodities—
corn, hemp, oats, rye, tobacco, and wheat, as well
as production of draft animals and livestock.
Emerging rail lines such as the Covington and
Lexington Railroad facilitated the shipment of
hogs and wheat to Covington and on to Cincinnati
(by 1857 an estimated 45% of the wheat and 35% of
the hogs entering Cincinnati were transported by
the Covington and Lexington Railroad). Cincin
nati's role as a primary consumer and processor of
Northern Kentucky's agricultural products ex
panded throughout the era and was further solidi
fied by the opening of the John A. Roebling
Bridge in 1867 and the Chesapeake and Ohio
Railroad Bridge in 1888.
Antebellum Northern Kentuckians, gentle
men farmers and essayists, played key leadership

more profitable to drive their stock to Maysville for

roles. James Dinsmore acquired approximately

every category of agricultural commodity. In many

shipment by river to Cincinnati than to take the
Georgetown Rd., a more direct route but virtually
impassable during certain seasons owing to its
poor condition. Early trail drives did occur as
Northern Kentucky farmers and stock raisers
herded cattle, hogs, horses, sheep, and other live

700 acres of Boone Co. land and established the

instances, production did not return to preconflict
levels until 20 years after the end of the war. As tradi
tional southern markets reopened, some Kentucky
farmers could supply draft animals, crops, and live
stock to their southern neighbors.
The Reconstruction era in Kentucky is synony
mous with the rise of tobacco as the major cash
crop and the decline of the diversified crop and

markets.

During the pioneer and antebellum eras, agri
culture was Kentucky's primary economic activity.
Settlers homesteading the state's northernmost
region initially practiced subsistence farming by
raising beans, corn, and squash and by free-range
grazing of cattle, hogs, and other livestock. Typical
surplus commodities produced for sale or trade
included bacon, flour, livestock, pork, tobacco, and
whiskey. Corn and hog production proved central
to early Northern Kentucky agriculture through
out most of the 19th and early 20th centuries. Yet
commercial agriculture during the settlement pe
riod faced numerous obstacles: security from
American Indians, the time-consuming necessity
of clearing forests to make large-scale crop produc
tion possible, andlimited transportation networks.
Developing an adequate transportation system

ranks among the most important factors in any re

stock over routes such as the Wilderness Trail and

through the Cumberland Gap to southern and
eastern markets. The costly, time-consuming drives
led to lost time and reduced profits from animals
weakened by the lengthy journey. When good
roads did eventually emerge, such as the Coving
ton and Lexington Turnpike, Northern Ken
tucky farmers readily took advantage of them.
One-half of all the pork packed in Cincinnati in
1839 came up the Covington and Lexington Turn
pike from Kentucky farmers. Yet the farmers' di
lemma of inadequate roads continued well into the
20th century. In 1900 Boone Co. possessed only 83
miles of hard-surface roads and more than 1,000
miles of mud ones. As late as 1940, four out of ev

Dinsmore Homestead, where he cultivated grapes
and raised corn, tobacco, wheat, and sheep. Lewis
Sanders, master of Grasslands, his Carroll Co. es

tate, promoted an emphasis upon blooded live
stock by importing Durham shorthorn cattle from
England in 1817. Organizations such as the North
ern Kentucky Cattle Importing Association later
followed Sanders's example and began improving
bloodstock through introducing European ani
mals. Sanders also helped organize the State Agri
cultural Society to disseminate information on
scientific agricultural methods and provide a fo
rum for farmers. Men such as Laban J. Bradford

of Bracken Co. who was president of the State Ag
ricultural Society and the National Tobacco Asso
ciation and initiated a tobacco exposition in Lou
isville. During that period the agricultural fairs,
precursors to Kentucky's ubiquitous county fairs,
began; they led to enduring community traditions
in Northern Kentucky, such as the Germantown

inent citizens such as Thomas Buckner and Wil

liam Timberlake played leading roles in the Ken
ton Co. Association, which was organized in the
early 1840s to capture runaway slaves and return
them to their masters. While the planter class rep
resented only a small percentage of the farmers in
the region, it did exist. In 1860 leading slavehold
ing counties included Mason (3,772 slaves), Boone
(1,745 slaves), Owen (1,660 slaves), and Carroll
(1,045 slaves). The fewest bondsmen resided in

Campbell, Kenton, and Pendleton counties. After
the Civil War, many newly emancipated blacks left
rural areas and moved to urban centers to seekem

ployment and better living conditions. By 1870
Kenton Co., home to only 652 blacks a decade ear
lier, had more than 1,657 black residents. The more
rural areas, such as Carroll and Boone counties,

experienced net out-migrations. Carroll Co.'s black
population, slave and free, dropped from 1,087 in
1860 to 540 freedmen in 1870. Blacks were drawn

to the cities, such as Maysville. Mason Co. today
has the highest number of African Americans
working in agriculture of all 11 counties.
The Civil War proved both harmful and benefi
cial to the district's farmers. The loss of laborers,

both slave and free; the disruption of traditional,
lower-South markets; government-mandated trans
portation restrictions; and political shenanigans
such as the Great Hog Swindle all led to financial
losses and reduced production levels in almost

livestock mix that had characterized antebellum

Kentucky. While long grown within the state, to
bacco did not dominate farmers' interest and en

ergy until after the Civil War. An increasing de
mand for Kentucky-grown tobacco resulted from
the war's devastation of Virginia and North Caro
lina. Between 1865 and 1928, Kentucky led the na
tion in tobacco production. Northern Kentuckians
stood at the forefront in raising tobacco, a crop
that, while labor intensive, required little in the
way of land and equipment. Increasingly, the re
gion's farmers became hostage to the boom-bust
cycle of tobacco prices.
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According to some accounts, white burley to
bacco originated in Bracken Co. in the mid-1860s,
and a type of leaf known as Mason Co. tobacco
ranked among the most sought-after varieties.
Towns such as Covington and Maysville became

regional tobacco warehousing and manufactur
ing centers. Yet almost every county seat had its
share of drying houses and warehouses, "prizing"
houses, and manufacturing facilities. Cincinnati,
Lexington, and Louisville were the major markets,
but throughout the 20th century, Carrollton and
Maysville also ranked as important loose-leafauc
tion and warehousing centers until the recent re
emergence of the contract system. During the Black
Patch Wars of the first decade of the 20th century,
many Northern Kentucky tobacco farmers allied
themselves with the Burley Tobacco Society and
the American Society of Equity to fight for higher
prices from the American Tobacco Company. In
the spring of 1908, violence raged throughout
Northern Kentucky, but particularly in Bracken
and Mason counties. There Night Riders burned
tobacco barns and warehouses, terrorized entire
communities, and held mass rallies. Farmers who

refused to join were beaten or had their crops de
stroyed. Eight Grant Co. farmers were convicted
under the criminal section of the Sherman Anti

trust Act, reputedly the only such case in Kentucky,
and fined $4,500 for their support of the Burley
Tobacco Society and the American Society of Eq
uity. Despite the violence of the early 20th century,
burley tobacco continued to increase its hold on the
state's agricultural production. In 1919 it repre
sented 50 percent of Kentucky's total crop revenues,
and by 1943 the figure had increased to 85 percent.
Production peaked in the early 1980s.
Twentieth-century Northern Kentucky farm
ers experienced some of the most dramatic changes
to occur in agriculture. In the 1880s, two-thirds of
Kentucky's labor force worked on farms. By the be
ginning of the 21st century, less than 2 percent of

Northern Kentuckians made their living working
the land. Increasingly, farmers have employed mi
grant workers for labor-intensive work that many
native Kentuckians hesitate to do. From 1870 to

1940, the total number of farms kept increasing as
individual farms acreage became smaller and
smaller. Since World War II, the pattern has re
versed: the overall number of farms has dropped
continuously, while the size of the remaining ones
has increased. Mechanization and the application
of science have reshaped how work gets done on the
farm. Consider Boone Co., where between 1940
and 1970, the number of tractors increased from
170 to 1,595 and the number of horses and mules

declined from 3,770 to slightly more than 1,000.
Livestock and crop patterns have seen fundamental
shifts as the role of dairy cattle, hogs and sheep, and
tobacco has declined and fruit and vegetable pro
duction, forage crops, horticulture, purebred cattle
and horses, soybeans, and vineyards have become
more important. Federal programs, regulation, and
price supports have become intertwined with, and
have reshaped, almost every facet of farming. In
some instances, farmers have become dependent
upon federal subsidy payments just to continue op

eration. In 2005 government payments totaled
$828 million, or 40 percent of Kentucky's net farm
income. Increasingly, Northern Kentucky farmers
are producing for a highly competitive global mar
ket. The most dramatic and alarming trend has
been the diminishing number of full-time farmers
during the past few decades. In most Northern
Kentucky counties, fewer than half of the principal
operators farm on a full-time basis. The alarming
decrease in the agricultural workforce—an ever
dwindling number of older farmers—when coupled
with the rapid decline in the number of small, fam
ily farms, bodes ill for preserving Northern Ken
tucky's rural farming heritage. Perhaps the most
important crop to be raised is a new generation of
young Northern Kentuckians willing to experience
the joys and frustrations of the farming life.
In the early 21st century, a statistical compari
son of the region's farms to the rest of the state indi
cates that on average, Northern Kentucky farmers
cultivate fewer acres for less profit (though, on the
whole, the value oftheir landisconsiderable greater)
than do farmers outside the bluegrass region. Eight
percent, or 6,779 out of Kentucky's 86,541 farms,
can be found in Northern Kentucky. While the av
erage per acre value of the commonwealth's farm
land stands at $1,824, farms in 7 of the region's 11
counties have a greater average value. In the case of
Boone, Campbell, and Kenton counties, the value of
good cropland is more than twice the average mar
ket value. Profitability remains a challenge for all
Kentucky farmers, but more so for those in North
ern Kentucky. In 2002 the typical net cash income
from farm operation was approximately $9,800 for

Agriculture no longer even tracks the number of
acres raised. In Bracken Co. approximately half the
burley growers ceased production by 2005. Those
most likely to quit are the region's small-farm own
ers who raise 10 acres or less. Today as many as
60 percent of the Northern Kentuckians who con

most of the commonwealth's farmers. Yet North

ever-increasing ethnic consumer market; growing

ern Kentucky farmers earned on average only one
third to one-half of that figure. Producers in no
single Northern Kentucky county reached the $9,800
figure, and farmers in four counties had a negative
cash flow. Ranking Northern Kentucky farms by
the value of sales shows that more than 70 percent
of the region's farms realized less than $10,000 in
total sales in 2002, compared to 67 percent for Ken
tucky as a whole. As farmers profits dwindle, more
and more of them are turning to part-time, non
farm employment.
The picture that emerges is one of fewer and
fewer full-time farmers cultivating larger and larger
farms, while smaller production units consolidate.
Small-farm owners, once buoyed by the stability
and predictability of the federal tobacco program,
are abandoning production of burley as the mar
keting and sale of tobacco come full circle. Tobacco
farminghas gone from the quota and price-support
arrangement initiated during the Great Depres
sion to a less predictable, free-market, contract
system. In 1982, at its peak, more than 589 million
pounds of tobacco were harvested from Kentucky
fields; in comparison, only 143.5 million pounds
were raised in 2005, the lowest production on re

and marketing increased amounts of alfalfa hay,
grass, and vegetables, thereby strengthening and im
proving the quality of cattle herds; and returning to
viniculture, a traditional strength of Northern Ken
tucky. In the mid-19th century, Kentucky ranked as
the third-largest producer of wine in the nation.
Some credit German immigrants in Northern Ken
tucky as establishing America's first commercial
winery. Campbelland Bracken counties led in grape
production during the era; in the 1950s and 1960s
the Schwerin family's Campbell Vineyard and Or
chards turned out 36 tons of grapes annually, with
much of the fruit going to the Meier's Winery in
Ohio. Currently, grossincome from grapes can range
from $6,000 to $11,000 per acre, increasing numbers
of wineries and vineyards operate in the region.
The region's agricultural tradition, heritage,
and identity stand at a crossroads. Only a con
scious, deliberate alignment of business, farming,

tinue working the land are scrambling to find op
tions to replace tobacco, a crop that regularly gen
erated as much as $4,000 to $5,000 per acre in
revenue before expenses.
Many different strategies are being employed in
the quest for profitable alternatives to burley to
bacco. Farmers markets, including large-scale re
gional ones, are being established throughout the
district as Cincinnati-area residents and Northern

Kentuckians seek out fresh, locally grown produce,
organically raised foods, Kentucky-crafted items,
and opportunities to socialize with neighbors in
personal settings. In 2005 the Kentucky Agricul
tural Development Board granted $1.5 million to
local and regional farmers markets throughout the
state to conduct feasibility studies. Out of 98 farm
ers markets in Kentucky in 2005, 5 could be found
in Northern Kentucky, with the Boone Co. Agricul
tural Extension's market on Ky. Rt. 18 having the
highest gross sales of all markets in the state. During
2006, 107 farmers marketshadopened with atotal of
more than 1,800 vendors. Agricultural tourism, sup
ported by area farmers in Bracken, Fleming, Lewis,
Mason, and Robertson counties, has resulted in the

River Valley Agritourism Alliance, an effort to pro
mote collaborative marketing of area farms as tour
ist destinations. Other diverse approaches to replac
ing tobacco income include raising goats for an

and governmental-sector resources and energy
will prevent the scenario that has engulfed Boone
Co. from spreading throughout all the counties of
the region.

cord since 1927. In 2001 Northern Kentuckians
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AIRPORTS. The Northern Kentucky region is
dominated by one major world-class airport, the
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International
Airport (CVG). Developed and owned by the
Kenton Co. Airport Board, but located within
Boone Co., CVG is ranked among the top 30 busi
est U.S. airports in number of operations (one op
eration equals one takeoff or one landing). From
its humble beginnings during the early 1940s as a
practice field for military bombers, it has evolved
to become the second-largest hub in the United
States for Delta Airlines.

counts Data, Local Area Personal Income." www

beagov/bea/regional/reisſ (accessed November
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There are a few small, general aviation airports,
landing strips, and heliports in the Northern Ken
tucky region (general aviation means not served by
airlines). However, it is from CVG that Federal Avia

tion was the fixed-based operator at CVG for
many years); in recent years the M. Gene Snyder
Airport (with a 4,000-foot east-west runway), be:
tween Falmouth and Williamstown along Ky. Rt.
22W, has served the southern part of the region.
The crosswinds around Snyder Field are tricky for
pilots, as accident statistics reveal. Grant Co. has
an airport two miles north of Williamstown, with
a 2,200-foot north-south runway; and at Florence,
Ky., in Boone Co., the Estes Airport surprisingly
has a 1,500-foot north-south runway near the ap
proaches to both Runway 36 Left and Runway
36 Right at CVG. Obviously, such short runway
lengths suggest single-engine equipment opera
tions. There have been proposals to build ageneral
aviation reliever airport in southern Campbell Co.
near A. J. Jolly Park, but neighboring residents
have successfully fought that suggestion. Similar
proposals for a reliever field in Boone Co. east of
Richwood have failed. Over time there have been

cessful contractor and even laid some of the earli

tion Administration air traffic controllers provide
the radar separation for most of the Northern Ken
tucky region's airspace. Instrument flights taking off
from any airport within the region talk to "Cincin
nati, Ohio, radar" before being handed off to the In
dianapolis center and being"established on course."
The same goes for the converse, as radar in Cincin
nati participates in vectoring (directing and separat
ing aircrafts via radar vectors) the approach paths of
airports within the region for landing.
On the east side of the region, Mason, Robert
son, and Bracken counties, there is the Fleming
Mason Airport (with a 5,000-foot paved runway)
in Mason Co. along the Fleming Co. line near
Lewisburg. After World War II, when the Civil
Aeronautics Board divided up landing rights to
the commercial airlines, Piedmont Airlines (pur
chased by US Airways during the 1980s), based in

several small airports in various local counties:
Campbell Co.'s first airport was Boyer Field at
Martz's Grove in Ross, where a twin-engine U.S.
Army Air Force bomber made a successful emer
gency landing on April 30, 1946; Kenton Co. had
an airport, the Lionel Flying Field, where Presi
dent's Park is today in Edgewood. During the
1920s there was an airport at Crescent Springs, the
Crescent Air Field, long closed and now a housing
development. For Pendleton Co., during World War
II there was a proposed military aircraft factory
with a runway, to be situated on top of the hill
south of Falmouth, along the east side of U.S. 27,
but plans for both the factory and the runway were
scrapped; and in the 1970s there was a small grass
strip near Butler. Aircraft have landed along Tay
lor's Creek in Newport's Taylor's Bottoms and
along Willow Run in Covington; both dirigibles
and airplanes have set down at the original Lato

eststreets in Newport.

Winston-Salem, N.C., was awarded the highly

nia Racecourse.

George attended Newport public schools for
his primary education, and later the Commercial
Business College in Cincinnati. During the Civil
War, he was active with the Kentucky state troops,
the Mississippi fleet, and the mounted volunteer
infantry. After the war he moved to Cold Spring,
Ky., where he started a grocery and later became
postmaster. Ahlering met his first wife, Nannie
Niles, in 1868; they had two children. In 1878 he

regulated flight franchise to Maysville. At that time
there was no airport in or near Maysville that

The remainder of the Northern Kentucky re
gion (Owen, Gallatin, and Carroll counties) has
had occasional general-aviation airports over time.
The Perry Park Resort in Owen Co. has a landing
strip, the Glenwood Hall Airport. There is a 2,300
foot runway (northwest-southeast) at Owenton (the

25 Commodities, 2005." www.census.gov/foreign
trade/statistics/state/data/ky.html (accessed No.
vember 30, 2006).

U.S. Department of Agriculture, National Agricultural
Statistics Service. “2002 Census of Agriculture—
County Data." www.nass.usda.gov/kyſ (accessed
November 30, 2006).
James Wallace

AHLERING, GEORGE H. (b. August 1, 1845,
Newport, Ky.; d. July 2, 1928, Newport, Ky.) Born
in the same town that he would later run as mayor,
George Hamilton Ahlering grew up to become a
successful politician. He was the first of the nine
children of Henry and Mary Ahlering, who had
emigrated from Hanover, Germany, but met in
Newport. Henry worked hard to become a suc

began to study law in the offices of Judge James
MacKibben in Newport. Only one year later, he
opened a law office of his own in Newport, and be
cause of his success, he was able to open another in
Cincinnati. In 1883 Ahlering married again; his
second wife was Mary Moore of Lexington. A Re
publican, Ahlering served as mayor of Newport
from 1891 to 1893. During his term, the first brick
paved streets were laid and the city's main sewer
systems were installed. Two years after his term, he
married his third wife, Minnie Perry. From 1895 to
1900, he worked in Kentucky state government

could handle Piedmont's DC3's, and as result Pied

mont never served the Maysville area. Over the
years, airline travelers from the Maysville area have
had to drive to Cincinnati; Lexington; Ashland;
Portsmouth, Ohio; or Huntington, W.Va., to catch
a scheduled flight. Until the arrival of the Fleming
Mason Airport, the nearest general aviation field
was at Aberdeen, Ohio–a grass strip (no longer
existing) just across the Simon Kenton Memo
rial Bridge from Maysville. Other general avia
tion fields prior to Fleming-Mason's construction
were at Flemingsburg in Fleming Co. (Cheap's Air
port, owned by a local automobile dealer) and at
Cynthiana in Harrison Co., both outside of the
Northern Kentucky region but close to Maysville.
The airline-dominated CVG facility is near to
the central part of the Northern Kentucky region
(Campbell, Kenton, Pendleton, Grant, and Boone
counties). Before 1947 Lunken Airport, on Cin

Owen Air Park), and Schroder Field has a 1,900

foot north-south runway four miles east of Owen
ton. In Gallatin Co. there was the Warsaw Airport,
and in Carroll Co. there was a landing strip along
U.S. 42 near Carrollton. Today the Craw Daddy
Landing Airport, with its 2,400-foot north-south
runway, is also near Carrollton. Residents of these
three counties are required to drive some distance
in Kentucky to CVG, Louisville (SDF), or Lexing
ton (LEX) to catch airliners. During the 1960s for a
few years, Owensboro-based Air Kentucky pro
vided commuter airline service at the Frankfort

Airport (FFT) in Frankfort, not very far from these
counties. Recently there has been a proposal for an
airport near where Carroll, Gallatin, and Owen
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counties meet, which would serve the new Ken

tucky Speedway at Sparta and the residents of those
counties, while hopefully aiding the economic de
velopment of that part of the region.
For helicopters, there are heliports at most of
the hospitals in the region for the sake of air am
bulance flights (St. Luke Hospital East, St. Eliz
abeth Medical Center, and St Elizabeth Grant

Co.). Otherwise, helicopters have been known to
use the wide-open spaces of a park or a parking lot
to set down, or even the grassy area between the
lanes of an interstate to serve victims of an auto

rade was held when the new school opened, and the
old California Elementary School, having served as

dent bodies were redirected to the A. J. Jolly Ele
mentary and High School were the Mentor, the
Carthage, and the Flagg Springs schools.
During the flood of 1937, water rose to the
ceilings of the first-floor rooms of the new school

St. Meinrad's College and Seminary in Spencer Co.
and was ordained to the priesthood at St. Meinrad
on September 22, 1868, by Bishop de St. Palais. On
October 11 Alerding returned to his home parish
of Corpus Christi in Newport to celebrate his first
mass. From 1868 to 1900, Alerding served in the
following positions: assistant to Rev. John Chasse
at St. Joseph Parish in Terre Haute, Ind; pastor of

and damaged the building, but repairs were made

Cambridge City (formerly Pershing), Ind; and

quickly. Additions to the building were built

pastor of St. Joseph Parish in Indianapolis and
procurator of its short-lived seminary.
In 1883 Alerding, demonstrating his passion for
history and scholarship, published A History of the
Catholic Church in the Diocese of Vincennes. In
1886 the address he gave to St. Joseph's Young Men's
Union on March 11 of the same year was published
under the title Plymouth Rock and Maryland. In
1900 the death of Bishop Joseph Rademacher left
the seat of Fort Wayne vacant. To Alerdings surprise,
he was appointed as fourth bishop of Fort Wayne on
August 30, 1900. The new prelate was consecrated

a combined school from 1925 to 1928, was closed
and then sold in 1929. The area schools whose stu

during the 1950s, the 1960s, and the 1980s. The

mobile accident. And on some occasions in the

school's entrance was in the center at the front of

past, helicopters ferrying governors of Kentucky
have been known to set down in the parking lot of
the old Isle of Capri Restaurant in Southgate.
A few private businesses, for example Fidelity In
vestments in Covington and Midwest Communica
tions in Highland Heights, have small heliports.
There have been several places along the Ohio River

the original building, but subsequent changes to
the building moved it to the left side. The high
school continued operating until 1946, when the
state ruled that there were not enough students
and that students of A. J. Jolly High School must
attend the Campbell Co. High School. The last
high school graduation at A. J. Jolly High School
was held on May 22, 1946. Eventually, students in
grades six through eight were transferred to new
county middle schools: to the Cline Middle School

where small seaplanes (floatplanes) have dipped their
pontoons, and as long as there are farmers with an
interest in aviation, there will be grass strips in places
like Flagg Springs in Campbell Co. The number of
farm strips is simply unknown, for they come and go
quickly and are, more often than not, unannounced.
Perhaps because of the rolling terrain, or a
population not interested in general aviation, or
even a lack of population in the more rural parts of
the area, the region has not seen the development
of many airports.
Aircraft Charter World. “International Air Charters

Worldwide." www.aircraft-charter-world.com,

Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport.
cvgairport.com.
“Four Unhurt as Army Plane Crashes," KTS, May 1,

in 1976 and to the South Middle School in 1979,

A. J. Jolly Elementary remained a kindergarten
through-fifth-grade school until 2005, when a
new consolidated elementary school, Campbell
Ridge, was opened in Campbell Co. At that time
both the A. J. Jolly Elementary and the Alexandria
Elementary schools were shut down.
"Jolly Graduating Exercises Are Slated," KP, May 20,
1946, 1.

Reis, Jim. “State Legislator Jolly Honored after His
Death,” KP, August 26, 1986,4K.
—. "20 Years of Education," KP, August 26, 1986,
4K.
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A. J. JOLLY ELEMENTARY AND HIGH
SCHOOL. The A. J. Jolly Elementary and High

stance Abuse Treatment; Transitions Inc.

School was just east of the community of Califor
nia, in eastern Campbell Co., between the Chesa
peake and Ohio Railroad tracks and Ky. Rt. 8
(the Mary Ingles Highway). Its origins are linked
to two previous schools in the area, the private
Beech Grove Academy on Smith Rd., a 12-year
school, and the California Elementary School, a
public school in the town of California.

ALERDING, HERMAN J. (b. April 13, 1845,

Residents of Beech Grove and California wanted

ing married his second wife, Anna Catharina
Windoffer, on September 22, 1847. The family
moved to the United States in 1850. In 1857 they

a newer, larger, more modern school building.
They formed the California and Beech Grove Wel.

cation. He studied under the Benedictine fathers at

three months later on the feast of St. Andrew,

November 30, at the Cathedral of Fort Wayne by
Archbishop Henry Elder of Cincinnati. In 1907, in
celebration of the Diocese of Fort Wayne's Golden
Jubilee, Bishop Alerding published a comprehensive
history of the diocese, entitled The Diocese of Fort
Wayne, covering the period from 1669 to 1907.
Throughout his 24-year administration, Bishop Al
erdings abiding faith, administrative competence,
and steadfast dedication to parochial education were
exemplified by his establishment of new churches,
completion of improvements to both of the diocesan
orphanages as well as to existing churches and paro
chial schools, and, in 1909, founding the Central
Catholic High School for Boys in Fort Wayne, which
remained in operation until June 1972. The bishop's
prolific life came to an unexpected and tragic end
on Thanksgiving Day 1924. The car in which the
79-year-old prelate was traveling was struck by a trol

Ibbenbüren, Westfalen, Prussia; d. December 6,

1924, Fort Wayne, Ind.). The Right Reverend Her
man Joseph Alerding, fourth Roman Catholic
bishop of Fort Wayne, was born in the Diocese of
Münster, the son of Bernard Herman Alerding and
Maria Anna Theresia Schrameier. Maria Alerding
died soon after her son's birth, and Bernard Alerd

ley car; severely injured, Bishop Alerding was trans
ported to the hospital, where his condition worsened
because of diabetic complications. He died the next
month and was laid to rest in the crypt beneath the
Sanctuary at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Con
ception in Fort Wayne.

Alerding, Herman Joseph. A History of the Catholic
Church in the Diocese of Vincennes. Indianap
olis: Carlon and Hollenbeck, 1883.

Archives of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis, India
napolis, Ind.

fare Association, for the purpose of building a new

resided at the southwest corner of Lowell and Wal

school. In 1926 five acres were donated for the

nut Sts. in Newport. Herman Alerding attended
Corpus Christi School in Newport's West End.
Recognizing the young Alerding's keen intelli
gence and early calling to the priesthood, the
church's pastor, Rev. John Voll, instructed the boy
in Latin. From 1858 to 1859, Alerding attended the
Prepatory Seminary at Vincennes, Ind., and after
his graduation was accepted as a seminary student

Archives of the Diocese of Fort Wayne–South Bend,
Fort Wayne, Ind.

of the Diocese of Vincennes. At the end of his first

Janice Mueller

year, he returned to Kentucky for his second year
of studies, which he completed at the St. Thomas
Seminary near Bardstown. In fall 1860, at age 15,
Alerding returned to Indiana to complete his edu

ALEXANDER, SHAUN(b. August 30, 1977, Fort
Thomas, Ky). Shaun Alexander, who shattered ath
letic records at every stop in becoming one of the

school building project, and a special tax was
passed to fund it. The school was to be named for
A. J. Jolly (1882–1925), a respected local educator
and legislator. Architect E. C. Landberg of New
port designed the building, which consisted of a
basement area containing a gym and two floors for
classrooms. For some unknown reason, the new
school was referred to as School District No. 17 in

the Campbell Co. Board of Education minutes (see
Campbell Co. Public Schools).

The school was dedicated on January 2, 1928,
and its first principal was J. Lockhart. A large pa

Corpus Christi Church. The First Century of Corpus
Christi Church, Respectfully Dedicated to Pas

tors and the People of the Parish. Newport, Ky:
Vesper, 1944.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,

Kentucky. Covington, Ky.; Diocese of Covington,
1954.

ALEXANDRIA FAIR

top running backs in football history, was born to

O'Neil, Danny. "Alexander's Final Goal Has Ring to It,"

Curtis and Carol A. Jackson Alexander. Because

Seattle Post-Intelligencer, December 26, 2005, D1.

Boone Co. High School coach Owen Hauck had
a policy of not playing freshmen on the varsity
team, Alexander did not debut until his sopho
more season with the Boone Co. High School Reb
els, when he rushed for 1,099 yards and 13 touch
downs (TDs). Then he took off in performance,
rushing for 2,401 yards and 42 TDs as a junior and
3,166 yards and 54 scores as a senior. In his final
high school season, 1995, he led Boone Co. High
School to Kentucky's Class AAAA championship
game, he was named Gatorade Player of the Year in
the state, and he earned USA Today and Parade
All-American honors. When he finished his high
school football career, he ranked fifth on the prep

Schmidt, Neil. “Alexander Conquers Ego, Too,” CE,
November 24, 1994, C1.
Neil Schmidt

ALEXANDRIA. Alexandria in Campbell Co. is a
city situated in the geographical center of the
county, about 15 miles south of Newport. Settlers
began arriving in the Alexandria area during the
1790s. The name Alexandria is said to have origi
nated from Alexandria, Va., the former home of

Frank Spilman, who is generally credited with
laying out the town, around 1818, on 12 acres. Some
other family names of people settling in the area at
the time were Baker, Beal, Movin, Reiley, Shaw, Ste

national career-record list, with 110 TDs, and

ven, Thatcher, and White. Alexandria, founded in

ninth, with 6,657 yards (though his totals are no
longer in the top 10 of either list).
After graduating from Boone Co. High School
in 1996, Alexander went to the University of Ala

1819 and incorporated in 1834, is one of two county
seats in Campbell Co., the other one being New
port, and each of the cities has a courthouse. People
who live south of a line that passes through Cold
Spring are supposed to do their courthouse busi

bama at Tuscaloosa, Ala., where he set 15 school rec

ords, including finishing as the Alabama Crimson
Tide's all-time leading rusher (3,565 yards) and
scorer (50 TDs). As a freshman he set the school's

single-game rushing record with 291 yards against
Louisiana State University. Although he earned all

ness in Alexandria, and those who live north of the
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In 1937 a town fire department was established,
and the police department began in 1965. In 1970 a
city building was completed on E. Main St. to con
solidate city offices in one location; recently the
city acquired the Main St. Baptist Church's com
plex and moved into those buildings in 2005. The

main shopping area of the city is now located along
U.S. 27, north of the original center of town. This is
where the Village Green Shopping Center has
sprouted up, along with restaurants and car dealer
ships. Alexandria seems poised to grow more than
any other city in the county as the county's rapid
business and population growth continues spread
ing southward. The population of Alexandria in
the 2000 census was 8,286.

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Campbell Co. Historical and Genealogical Society.
Images of America: Alexandria. Charleston, S.C.:
Arcadia, 2008.

Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria, Ky:
Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
“Predict Record Attendance at Alexandria Fair," KP

line are to go to the courthouse in Newport. Most
of the county business ends up being transacted in
Newport, however. The courthouse in Alexandria

August 30, 1978, 13K.
U.S. Census Bureau. “American FactFinder. DataSet.

was built between 1840 and 1842 and was remod

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent
Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed

Southeastern Conference honors in football, he was
not named an All-American, and in the 2000 Na

eled by the addition of a jail in the 1920s.

March 21, 2006).

tional Football League (NFL) draft, three other run

Newport through Alexandria to Winchester in
1836; residents wanted something better, so they
organized the Alexandria Turnpike Association in
1856, which established tollgates to pay for the
road. The tollgates remained in use until 1922.
Present-day Alexandria Pike (U.S. 27) bypassed
the original town site.

ning backs were taken ahead of him before the Seat
tle Seahawks picked Alexander at number 19 in the
first round. Alexander had spot duty as a rookie and
thenbecame astarter in 2001, his second professional
season. At the beginning of the 2006 season, Alex
ander had amassed five consecutive 1,000-yard sea
sons and had become the first player in NFL history
to score 15 TDs in five consecutive seasons. He al

ready owns the Seattle Seahawk franchise record for
career rushing yards (7,817 through 2005) and sev
eral other team marks. After his 1,696 yards in the
2004 season fell just 1 yard shy of the NFL rushing
title, Alexander attained nearly every goal possible
in 2005: he led the NFL in rushing (1,880 yards), set
a league record for single-season TDs (28), and be

A road, not more than a trail, was built from

The local 1883 Lake atlas shows Alexandria as

having a Meister Brewery that was founded in 1860,
a public school, various churches, a courthouse and
a jail, tollgate houses, a sawmill-gristmill, and fair
grounds. The Alexandria Fairgrounds, dating to
1856, is operated by the Campbell Co. Agricultural
Society (see Alexandria Fair). Campbell Co. Pub
lic Schools' first high school was constructed in Al

Kenneth A. Reis
ALEXANDRIA FAIR. The Alexandria Fair of

Alexandria, Ky., originated in 1856, when the
Campbell Co. Agricultural Society, a corporation,
was formed. Many men of distinction from the area
volunteered to get the project under way, including
Thomas Laurens Jones, laterastate senator; Frank

Spilman, the founder of Alexandria; Benjamin
Beall, a landowner and surveyor, James Taylor Jr.,
the founder of Newport; James Berry, the founder of
Jamestown, Ky., and H. K. Rachford, a distinguished
Alexandria physician. The Campbell Co. Agricul
tural Society and the Alexandria Fair were estab
lished as separate nonprofit, all-volunteer private
organizations. Unlike most other fairs, this one is

exandria in 1909 on Washington St. Several of the

not a governmental venture. To begin the project, 10

came the firstSeattle Seahawkever named the NFL's

early doctors in town, including Drs. Howe, Orr,

Most Valuable Player. Alexander concluded the sea
son by leading his team to its first National Football
Conference championship, but the Seattle Seahawks
lost the Super Bowl XL to the Pittsburgh Steelers,
21-10. Alexander was released by Seattle in 2007, he
played for the Washington Redskins in 2008.
Alexander published an autobiography,
Touchdown Alexander: My Story of Faith, Foot
ball, and Pursuing the Dream, in August 2006.
He has shown great compassion off the field, estab
lishing the Shaun Alexander Foundation, which
aims to empower fatherless young men. He mar
ried his wife, Valerie, in 2002; they live in Kirkland,
Wash., with their daughters Heaven and Trinity.

Shaw, Todd, and Zinn, had offices located near the
courthouse. Across the street from the courthouse

acres of land were purchased for $500 from John
Stevens. Hemlock lumber was purchased (about
25,000 square feet), shipped up the Ohio River to

were a bank, a hotel, a saloon, and the Hess and

Twelve Mile Creek, and hauled overland to the fair

Racke Hardware Store. Six religious denomina
tions, Assembly of God, Baptist, Catholic (see St.
Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church),

grounds. Benjamin Smith, Joseph Shaw, and Frank
Spilman built the arena at a cost of $1,000. A grand
stand was then erected, along with exhibition barns
having 75 stalls to house cattle, horses, and other

Alexander, Shaun, with Cecil Murphey. Touchdown
Alexander: My Story of Faith, Football, and
Pursuing the Dream. Eugene, Ore.: Harvest
House, 2006.

United Methodist, currently hold church services
in town. At one time there was a Lutheran church

in Alexandria as well. The First Baptist Church
of Alexandria, one of the earliest churches in the

county, dates back to 1820 and was built on land
donated by Frank Spilman. There were several no
table restaurants located in and around the town,

for example Betsy Ann, Brass Key, Maple Lawn,
and Palm Gardens. The Youtsey Brothers' General
Store, later called Carmack's General Store, was
also a well-known business in town.

-

Demasio, Nunyo. “Must-See Seahawk," Sports Illus
trated, December 19, 2005, 46–51.

Church of Christ, United Church of Christ, and

At one time, the town had its own phone sys
tem and its own water reservoirs on Broadview Rd.

animals. The first fair was held October 14–16,
1856. In 1868 an exhibition hall was added.

The fair was viewed as an opportunity for local
farmers to display their crops, livestock, domestic
talents, horses, and riding ability. Cash prizes and
award ribbons were given to the winners in each
category. The fair seemed to instill in all the partici
pants a sense of pride that often translated into bet
ter farming practices. Some of the attractions that
were early crowd favorites were the horseshow, har
ness racing, music by local performers, and lively
square dancing. A small herd of bison was brought
in one year and caused quite a sensation. During
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ALLEN, ROBERT S., COLONEL
Poor health beset him, and he committed sui

the Great Depression, the fair remained popular
and proved to be an inexpensive escape from life's
problems. What contributed most to the fairs suc
cess seemed to be the festive community atmo
sphere that prevailed. The fairwasso successful that
it became an annual event, except that it was not

the American Mercury magazine. Allen and Pear
son coauthored their two politically colorful books
and then inaugurated their investigative journalis
tic column Washington Merry-Go-Round, based
on them. While Drew Pearson's interview style was
pleasant and yet to the point, Allen's approach was

cide in 1981; he was buried at Arlington National
Cemetery. His wife, Ruth Finney, whom he mar
ried on March 30, 1929, was a Scripps-Howard
Washington newspaper correspondent and pre

held during the Civil War. In 1972 calamity struck

more emotional and offensive. His beat included

ate survivors.

when fire destroyed the grandstands, but larger and
better facilities were built. Beginning in 1956 the
fair extended its operation so that it ran from the
Friday before Labor Day through Labor Day; today
it runs from the Wednesday evening before Labor
Daythrough Labor Day. The Alexandria Fairisone
of the longest-running fairs within the state and is
perhaps the best example of the important summer
fairs occurring in most counties of the Northern
Kentucky region.

congressmen and Supreme Court judges, whereas
Pearson spoke with administration heads, diplo
mats, and military officials. By the late 1930s, their
column was carried by more newspapers than any
other syndicated political news columns. Allen
and Pearsonalso coauthored Nine Old Men (1936)
and Nine Old Men at the Crossroads (1937), ex

posing and demystifying the judges of the U.S. Su
preme Court.
On December 7, 1941, at 6:30 p.m. EST, on the
NBC Blue Radio Network, Pearson and Allen were

Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,

Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria, Ky:
The Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
ALLEN, ROBERT S., COLONEL (b. July 14,
1900, Latonia, Ky., d. February 23, 1981, Washing.
ton, D.C.), Journalist and author Robert Sharon

Allen was the son of Harry and Elizabeth Sharon
Allen and a veteran of both world wars. He was

nicknamed "Colonel" for his army rank as intelli
gence officer during World War II. Between the
wars and before the days of Watergate, investiga
tive journalists like Woodward & Bernstein and
Allen and his journalist partner Drew Pearson re
ported what other newspapers rarely revealed
about the Washington scene in their cofounded,
highly controversial, popular New Deal-era col
umn Washington Merry-Go-Round(1932–1941).
The column was based on their best-selling books
Washington Merry-Go-Round (1931) and More
Washington Merry-Go-Round (1932), each of
which sold nearly 200,000 copies.
Allen's family moved to Louisville during his
early school years. At age 13, he was a copyboy at the
Louisville Courier-Journal. Shortly thereafter, he
began reporting local events in the newspaper. At
age 16 he enrolled at the University of Kentucky at
Lexington, but after one year he left to serve in the
U.S. Army Cavalry during the Mexican bordercam
paign, 1916–1917. He also served in France during
World War I. Resuminghishigher educationatthe
University of Wisconsin at Madison, he earneda BA
in the early 1920s. He was a reporter for the Capital

ceded him in death in 1979. Allen had no immedi

Block, Maxine, ed. Current Biography: Who's News
and Why, 1941. New York: H.W. Wilson, 1941.
Contemporary Authors Online. Detroit: Gale Re

search, 2006. Reproduced in Biography Resource
Center (Farmington Hills, Mich.: Thomson Gale.
2006). Available at http://galenet galegroup.com/
servlet/BioPC(accessed January 6, 2006).
Downs, Robert, and lane Downs. Journalists of the
United States. Jefferson, N.C.; McFarland, 1991.
Eisen, Jack, "Robert S. Allen, Colorful Newsman in

Washington," Washington Post, February 25,
1981, C4.

among the first national reporters to discuss at
length the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, which
had occurred only hoursearlier. For fifteen minutes
they summarized the events and made predictions
about the future. They were followed by Eleanor
Roosevelt's regularly scheduled program at 6:45.
Allen reenlisted in the army near the start of
World War II in 1942, leaving Pearson alone to
handle the Washington Merry-Go-Round col
umn. The renowned lack Anderson later teamed

with Pearson in reporting the "Merry-Go-Round"
for many years to follow. Allen served in Gen.
George Patton's intelligence unit on a reconnais
sance mission during which Allen lost an arm; he
received multiple military decorations. He later
published Lucky Forward: The History of Pat
ton's Third U.S. Army (1947), chronicling Patton's
push into France and Germany.

After the war, in 1949. Allen began writing his
own syndicated column, Inside Washington, which
had a more nationalistic conservative view; it ran

until 1980, shortly before his death. He also wrote
several other governmental and political books

during the postwar era, such as Our Fair City
(1947), Our Sovereign State (1949), and The Tru
man Merry-Go-Round (1950).

Riley, Sam. Biographical Dictionary of American

Newspaper Columnists. Westport, Conn.; Green
wood Press, 1995.

John Schlipp
ALLENDER

HOMESTEAD. The Allender

homestead had its beginning in 1811, when Wil
liam and Elizabeth Ellis negotiated a trade of 80
acres in Fleming Co., plus 100 British pounds ster
ling, for 588 acres near Lenoxburg in northern
Pendleton Co. The land had been owned by Samuel
Christy. The Ellises never saw the land they pur
chased because William died in 1812. Some years
later their grandson, James Allender, moved to the
parcel that his grandparents had acquired, with his
new wife, Mary Stout, of Rome, Ohio. He builtalog
home on Blair Fork Creek and later decided to build

a larger log house on the ridge above the creek. It
was a two-story log house of very fine workman
ship, considering the tools of that era, and was com
pleted in 1856. The house stands today; it has sur
vived storms, tornadoes, and its use once as a barn.

James Allender died of smallpox in 1866 at age 55,
having lived in his new home only 10 years. It is re
ported that after his death his body was carried
along Hickory Grove Rd. in a jolt wagon and buried
in the first cemetery the funeral procession encoun
tered, which was the Fisher Cemetery on Highway
10. When people saw the wagon coming with his
body, they hid in fear of the dreaded disease.
The Allenderland remained in the family from
1811 until 1941, when it was sold to the Miller fam

Times, the Wisconsin State Journal, and the Mil

ily. Ronald and Billy JoWoods returned the land to
the Allender family in 1979. Ronald was raised by
his grandmother, Mary Allender Carnes, grand
daughter of James Allender. Mary was born in the
log house, which the Woodses have restored. Be
cause the restoration was carried out in memory of
Mary, the structure is now known as the Mary Al
lender House. The Allender homestead was part of
an original land grant of 4,400 acres, on the headwa
ters ofthe Licking River, to Reuben Taylor in 1788.

waukee Journal duringhis Wisconsin years.
In 1923–1924, Allen studied at the University
of Munich (Germany) on a fellowship award, while
reporting as a European correspondent for the
Christian Science Monitor and the United Press

Association. During this periodsome claimed that
he was the first American to attack Hitler and his

Beer Hall Putsch, about which he reported for sev
eral American newspapers.
In 1925 Allen moved to Washington, D.C., to

Falmouth Outlook, July 7, 1992, 5.

continue his career with the Christian Science

Monitor. He was chief of its Washington bureau
until 1931, when he first met journalist colleague
Drew Pearson. During this time Allen began writ
ing personality profiles of government figures for

Mildred Belew

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC CHURCH. Located
Robert S. Allen.

in southeastern Boone Co. at Walton, the new All

ALTAMONT SPRINGS HOTEL AND MINERAL BATHS

Saints Catholic Church (formerly St. Patrick
Church) stands above the Mary C. Grubbs Hwy,
not far from the Walton-Verona exit off I-75.

As early as 1854, priests of the Diocese of Cov
ington (see Roman Catholics) served the Verona
area. In 1865 John Dempsey donated a lot for the
St. Patrick Church. The Powers family donatedland
on Ky. Rt. 14 for the St. Patrick Cemetery. Among
the names of persons buried at the St. Patrick Cem
etery are Carr, Dempsey, Dwyer, Flynn, Madden,
McCabe, Poole, Powers, and Ryan. Father Joseph
Quinn became St. Patrick Church's first resident

pastor in 1878. By 1886 the Verona church was of
fering Mass twice a month for more than 40 fami
lies. In 1891, indicating that 61 families were being
served, Rev. Bernard J. Kolb sought to combine the
parish with the one at Walton.
In 1927 the St Patrick Church acquired nine

highway, moneys from the sale helped fund the pur.
chaseofadjoiningreal estate. The parish continued to
grow, reaching 280 households in 1985. In 1997, with
350 families on its rolls, the parish completed a feasi
bility study for a new church. Rob Zwick served as
Building Committee chair. Architect Duncan Stroik,
a professor of architecture at the University of Notre
Dame at South Bend, Ind., designed the building,
which was begun in 2001. Terry Frank, ofthe Cincin
nati firm of Clarisey Frank, was the local architect. A
local sculptor created four new decorative religious
pieces out of limestone for the new church, including
All Saints in Heaven, a re-creation of a 15th-century
painting; it is mounted over the main entry. Under
Pastor John Schulte, Father Heile's successor, the

year Pastor Oscar L. Poole erected a one-room frame
building for summer religiousand vocational train
ing and offered the first mass on All Saints Day. In
1950 organizers held fundraisers, enlarged the little

parish dedicated the new facility on May 31, 2003.
The new church, with a capacity of approximately
600, is built alongtraditionallinesandhasa 102-foot
tall campanile (bell tower), a 60-foot-high nave,
stained-glass windows, a 3,700-pound marble altar
fashioned in Italy, and a 21-foot-high baldachin (can
opy overthealtar), as well as historic religious objects
(statues, baptismal font, etc.) rescued from Catholic

frame structure to serve as a church, a school, and a

churches closed in the area. The edifice is described as

convent; and built a brick rectory. By November 1,
1950, the pastor of the St. Patrick Church, Father
Henry A. Busemeyer, had moved to Walton.The new
parish hosted its first mass on that day. On May 6,
1951, Bishop William T. Mulloy blessed the new
building, administered Confirmation, and oversaw
inaugural FirstCommunionceremonies.The church

old-worldand the workofcraftsmen. In 2003 the par

acres in Walton on Needmore St., and in the same

was now named All Saints Catholic Church. In 1951

ish had 400 families as members.

All Saints Catholic Church: A House for the Lord.
Walton, Ky:All Saints, 2003.

Boone County Recorder historical ed., September 4,
1930.

"The New School Building." Messenger April 24,
1966,5A.

John Boh

the rectory at Verona was sold; masses were offered
at the old St. Patrick's until 1964.

In 1950 Sisters Mary Adelgunda, Immaculata,
and Paula, O.S.B.(Sisters of St. Benedict) opened
All Saints Church's small school, thereby giving
local Catholics the opportunity to provide their
children with a parochial education. On May 16,
1966, Bishop Richard H. Ackerman dedicated a
new brick elementary school building with four
classrooms and a cafeteria. In 1970 the school's 52

ALTAMONT SPRINGS HOTEL AND MIN

ERAL BATHS. Samuel Bigstaff (1845–1912),
who successfully developed subdivisions in north
ern Campbell Co. in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, had observed the popularity ofthe Avenel
Hotel in the District of the Highlands (later Fort
Thomas, Ky.) and concluded that the region could
supporta second resort hotel. Along with otherin

students were taught by the Sisters of Charity of
Nazarethandonelay teacher. The loss of the famil
iar Benedictine sisters at the end of 1968–1969 and

the introduction of a post-Vatican II catechism
had caused dissent, and enrollment dropped to 32
students. All Saints Catholic Church closed its ele

mentary school after the 1971–1972 school year.
In 1976the Sisters of St. Joseph, who had estab
lished a convent in Walton in 1974, leased the

school building and re-opened the school as St. Jo
seph Academy, with about 45 students enrolled.
During the 1980s, the parish enlarged the school
by adding six more classrooms, a library, faculty
space, and a parish hall. In 1987 St. Joseph Acad
emy had 136 pupils in its eight elementary grades.
In 2006, 201 students were enrolled in kindergar
ten through grade eight at the academy.
During the 1970s the All Saints parish undertook
a major church renovation and rededication in order
to accommodate its membership, which had grown
to 74 families; by 1981 the parish had paid ofthe debt
incurred from the renovations. When the Kentucky
Department of Highways acquired more than four
acres from the parish for the new Mary C. Grubbs

Altamont Springs Hotel.
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vestors, he bought property near Bivouac Pl, for
the proposed hotel. On what is now Crown Point,
Bigstaff built a 150-room resort hotel with grand
verandas overlooking the Ohio River Valley and
surrounding hills at a cost of $100,000. The Cin
cinnati architectural firm of Samuel Hannaford

designed the buildings. Access from the streetcar
line, just a few blocks away, made it a popular desti
nation for guests living in the Greater Cincinnati
area to come for days or weeks. It was most popular
in the summer. A carriage road was constructed to
lead down the backhillside to a stop on the Chesa
peake and Ohio Railroad for guests coming by
train. A grand opening of the Altamont Resort
Hotel was held on August 1, 1905. A smaller hotel,
the Shelly Arms Hotel, was opened in 1908, just
southwest of the larger building.
Upon the death of Bigstaff in 1912, several of
the investors sold their interests to a local group,
headed by L.J. Crawford, a prominentattorney who
had developed property around the nearby Fort
Thomas Military Reservation. Soon afterward
it was reported that mineralsprings had been found
near the Ohio River adjacent to the Altamont prop
erty. (Some scholars claim that this discovery had
no foundation and was merely a clever marketing
ploy; they believe that minerals were simply added
to area spring water.) Thus, a public stock offering
was made for the Altamont Springs Hotel Com
pany Inc. A news item on June 24, 1916, described
the two-story brick bottling plant and powerhouse
costing $250,000, built near the railroad, and the
new concrete road leading to it from the hotel. Ad
vertisements appearing in the Williams' City Di
rectory for 1916 read:"The Altamont Springs Hotel
and Mineral Baths, 150 rooms, mostly with private
baths. Satisfactory cuisine, American Plan (includes
3 meals daily)." As World War I sent casualtiesback
to the Fort Thomas Army Hospital, it became over
loaded, and patients were cared for in the Altamont
Hotel and the Shelly Arms Hotel, both of which be
came Medical Corps Convalescent Wards. Nurses
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AMERICA

were housed nearby in the Avenel Hotel. Both the
resort hotel and the Altamont water ventures were

sold at public auction in the spring of 1920. After

immediately engulfing the vessel in flames. Many
passengers aboard the United States jumped to
safety aboard the America. The boats broke away

the area was cleared, Crown Point, Crown Ave., and

from each other and headed toward the Indiana

Altamont Ct. were developed. The remnants of the
old roadway leading to the former bottling plant
are faintly visible, and occasionally adventurers
search for bottles near the site of the plant. The
C&O Railroad station no longer stands.

side, colliding for a second time when the current
swept the United States against the America as
they neared shore. Official loss of life stood at 70 on
the United States (31 cabin and 5 deck passengers,
plus 34 officers and crew) and 4 on the America.

Knapp, Paul T Fort Thomas, Kentucky: Its History,
Its Heritage. Fort Thomas, Ky. Fort Thomas Cen
tennial Committee, 1967.

Stegeman, A. Vinton. “The Legend of the Highlands'
Mineral Springs." Fort Thomas Living, February

Both vessels burned to the waterline. It is often
mentioned in connection with the collision that

famous Norwegian violinist Ole Bull managed to
save his violin. The America's timbers remained
visible at low water for several decades. The hull of
the United States was towed to Cincinnati and

1987, 20–21.

Betty Maddox Daniels
AMERICA. The steamboat America, owned by
the U.S. Mail Line, was built in 1867 by Morton
and Startzman, Cincinnati. It was 302 feet long
and had a 44-foot beam and a 7-foot-deep hold.
The America was operated on the Ohio River be
tween Louisville and Cincinnati, along with its
sister boat, the United States, with which it col

used in building a second vessel of the same name.
Owen Co., Ky., native author Alfred Cobb was on
board the United States that fateful night; he sur
vived and wrote about it in his 1890 work Liffy Le
man or Thirty Years in the Wilderness.
Certificate of Enrollment, Str. America, April 27,
1867, Life on the Ohio River History Museum,
Vevay, Ind.
SIS Casualties, Inspection of Vessels, and Safety of

lided in one of the most fiery steamboat disasters
on record. The collision occurred shortly after
11:00 p.m., December 4, 1868, near Bryants Creek,

Life at Sea: Index to Collisions, Wrecks, Fires,

at mile 527, between the communities of Florence,

Archives and Records Administration, Washing

Founderings, and Explosions. SIS Annual Reports,
1852–1910, Record Group 41, Entry 7, National

Charles Dufour; Dufour had disembarked at

Ghent, Ky., to visit family. In all fairness, Jenkins
was unfamiliar with company practice when meet
ing the other boat; the up-bound vessel was sup
posed to cling to the Kentucky side of the river, al
lowing for a port-to-port pass. He may also have
been unfamiliar with the relatively new rules of
passage created by a treaty between Great Britain
and France in 1863 and adopted by the United
States in 1864. Ironically, those rules had been up
dated only two years before the accident, when
regulations to prevent collisions were introduced.

lein, aboard the United States, answered after

hearing only one whistle from the America, his
whistle thus overlapping the second blast from the
latter vessel; the single whistle heard indicated a
port-to-port pass, confirming company practice.
Several contemporary accounts also state that vis
ibility was hampered by a blind bend in the river;
however, period charts show a straight reach of
river where the two boats met. The America struck

the United States on her port side abreast of the
baggage room, sending the latter's deck cargo of
several barrels of petroleum into its furnaces and

Kentucky. A few Clovis and late Paleo points have
been collected, from the Big Bone Creek valley in
Boone Co., for example. One site in Gallatin Co.,
located in an upland setting, may contain evidence
of habitation, but no large, intensive sites are
known yet. A review of the region's counties finds
eight Paleo sites documented for Boone Co., two
for Mason Co., and one each for Bracken, Gallatin,

AMERICAN INDIANS. American Indians ar

rived in the Northern Kentucky region as long as
12,000 years ago and remained until at least the
1500s. By the 18th century, they were using North
ern Kentucky as a resource area rather than as a

documented sites in Northern Kentucky's Pendle
ton Co., which has the second-highest concentra
tion of Early Archaic-period sites, are surprising.

“Steamboat Disaster on the Ohio River," Harper's
Weekly, December 26, 1868, 1.
Tilford, Mark A., and William D. Kline, Mariner's

Guide to the Inland Rules. Memphis, Tenn. River
School, 1998.

Barbara Huffman

River enters the Ohio River, and the absence of

home. Hunting, salt-making, and trapping were im

After approximately 10,800–10,000 years ago,

portant activities conducted in the area by regional
tribes. The occupation of Northern Kentucky by
American Indians during prehistory (before A.D.
1492) is divided into four major time periods: Paleo

regional complexity increased, as documented
through archaeological studies. Regionally specific
projectile-point styles such as Quad, Dalton, and
Hardaway-Dalton replaced the Clovistype. Most of
these are long blades similar to the Clovis point but

Indian, Archaic, Woodland, and Late Prehistoric or

Fort Ancient. These are arbitrary divisions but are
based in general on changes in lifestyle, technology,
and culture among the region's tribes.

In violation of these rules, which state that the

down-bound vessel shall dictate passing condi
tions, Jenkins, on the up-bound America, had sig
naled first with a two-whistle blast, indicating a
starboard-to-starboard pass upon meeting. Rem

Indians made use of the resources of Northern

and Owen counties. No Paleo-period sites are doc
umented for Campbell, Carroll, Grant, Kenton,
Pendleton, or Robertson counties. The presence of
the salt and mineral springs in Boone Co. on Big
Bone Creek may account for the focus of Paleo
period sites in that county, although most of the
eight Boone sites are based on the presence of
Paleo points only. The lack of Paleo sites in North
ern Kentucky in Carroll Co., where the Kentucky

ton, D.C.

Ind., and Warsaw, Ky. Eyewitness accounts agree
that the night was extremely dark with a strong up
river wind. Capt. Richard M. Wade of the United
States attributed to those conditions watch pilot
Jacob Remlein's failure to hear a whistle signal
from the America. However, findings of the steam
boat inspectors at Cincinnati placed the blame for
the collision squarely on the America's pilot, Na
poleon Jenkins, who was substituting for pilot

ican Indians dispersed this quickly is still debated.
Indians of the Paleo period hunted the last of the
large Pleistocene mammals such as mammoth and
mastodon, but evidence also exists that they had a
varied diet based on both plants and animals.
Archaeology has identified both intensive and
small isolated sites from the Paleo period through
out the United States, although no habitation sites
have yet been documented in Northern Kentucky.
The Paleo-Indian people moved around during the
year. Some larger habitation sites in the central Ohio
River Valley are known from stream valleys that
indicate intensive occupations. Families may have
lived at these sites off and on for years, returning to
the same area periodically. Many of these are associ
ated with chert quarries or game trails. Smaller
camp or activity sites have also been found.
Locally, little is known about how the Paleo

The Paleo Period (before 8000 B.C.)

Paleo-Indian peoples entered the eastern United
States after the Wisconsin glacial retreat, during a
time of rapid shifting of the environment. Exten
sive climate change altered the Northern Ken
tucky environment as the glaciers retreated and
the weather moderated. The first recognized Paleo
Indian tradition in this region is the Clovis period,
characterized by projectile points and tools. Clovis
points are long blades with a particular type of
flute, or narrow channel flake, removed from the

base. The Clovis tool kit includes a variety of
utensils besides the points, such as scrapers and
knives. Within 1,000 years, Clovis-point technol
ogy appeared across the continental United States.
Whether the technology itself spread or the Amer

lack the distinctive flute at the base. What most

archaeologists agree upon is that the late Paleo
Indian sites included evidence of a shift toward

hunting smaller game with greater regional special
ization of the stone tools used by these American
Indians. The Archaic period, which followed, con
tinued the shift in emphasis from larger game pur
sued in a migratory pattern to more locally avail
able plant and animal resources.
The Archaic Period (ca. 8000–1500 B.C.)

The Archaic period continued the development of
region-specific adaptations to local environments
that had begun in the late Paleo period. The late
Paleo people adapted to the changing climate and
the greater variety of animals and plants, but essen
tially the same people remained. New groups may
have moved into the area as populations increased,
but for the most part, already-present groups of
people began to settle into smaller territories.

AMERICAN INDIANS

Projectile-point types changed dramatically
through the Early Archaic period. Kirk- and
LeCroy-type projectile points are found over much
of the eastern United States. They indicate contin
ued exploitation of large territories by small hunt
ing bands during the Early Archaic period but are
very different from the preceding Paleo-period
blades. Kirk points include a variety of side- and
corner-notched types, while LeCroy and other
similar points are generally small and have distinc
tive notches on the base (hafting area) of the point.
Site investigations indicate that American In
dians living in this period had seasonal camps, of
ten resorting to a base camp with outlying activity
camps, and extractive sites such as chert quarries,
periodically throughout the year. The addition of
sandstone abraders and mortars to the Early Ar
chaic period toolkit indicates that vegetable foods
were becoming a substantial part of the Indians'
diet. Throughout the Archaic period, the types and
quantities of processing tools of all types increased
in variety and form.
The Northern Kentucky counties have pro
duced a range of Early Archaic-period sites, rang
ing from isolated projectile points found in fields
to intensive sites located on river terraces. Boone

Co. has at least 20 such sites. The presence of Big
Bone Lick in the southern part of the county may
account for the high number of Early Archaic–
period sites: Boone Co. has more than twice as
many sites of this period as the next county (Pend
leton), which has 10 sites. Grant Co. has no docu

mented Early Archaic-period sites, and Kenton Co.
has only 1 with diagnostic artifacts from this pe
riod. The other Northern Kentucky counties have

ization among the various regional tribal groups.
Evidence includes expanded trade networks, signs
of status differentiation, and possible horticultural
activities. Imported copper, marine shell, and mica
demonstrate trade networks, and the presence of
burial goods in some graves may indicate status dif

ferentiation. Plant processing tools, including
ground-stone items, increased again during the
Late Archaic period. Evidence of domestication of
plants such as gourds and sunflowers has been
found on excavated sites in the central Ohio River

Valley. Projectile-point types increase in quantity
and stylistic variation, but there is a decrease in
workmanship quality.
The earliest Late Archaic-period manifesta
tions occur about 2600 B.C. in southwestern Ohio,

and related diagnostic artifacts appear in North
ern Kentucky during the same time. One regional
manifestation is called the Central Ohio Valley
Archaic (generally dated to 2750–1750 B.C.). Di
agnostic artifacts include McWhinney points, at
latl or bell-pestle parts, hafted-end scrapers, and
grooved axes. Projectile-point types associated
with the overall Late Archaic period include a vari
ety of point types: stemmed points such as the
McWhinney Heavy Stemmed points, notched
points such as Brewerton points, and very small
points known as Merom or Trimble.
Excavations at the Glacken site, near Big Bone
Lick, revealed a Late Archaic-period occupation by

period sites have been excavated, so this dramatic
difference is difficult to characterize. It may be that
during the Middle Archaic period the inhabitants
did not move around to different sites as much; be

cause of the milder climate, they may have been able
to stay in one place longer. Alternatively, some ar
chaeologists believe that at least some of the Middle
Archaic-period American Indians may have tem
porarily left the region.
The Late Archaic period was marked by in
creasing population, local complexity, and special

chaic into the Woodland period is seen for stone
tools such as scrapers, knives, drills, nuttingstones,
and so forth. Bone tools also continue to be an im

portant component of the American Indian tool
kit. Technological changes are seen primarily in
projectile-point form and in the introduction of
pottery.
A total of 51 sites in the 11 counties in North

chaic. Defined from sites in southwestern Ohio, ar
also been recovered from sites in several Northern

dle Archaic sites. None of the Middle Archaic–

to appear. In general, continuity from the Late Ar

ern Kentucky contain Early Woodland-period di
agnostic artifacts. Some of them are open sites that
have produced diagnostic projectile points and
conical burial mounds (mostly in Boone Co.). No
intensive village sites have been documented in
any of the region's 11 counties. The open sites are
primarily artifact concentrations that include at
least one Adena-type point such as ovate stemmed,
Robbins (square stemmed with a broad blade), or
other similar point types.
Other sites have Early Woodland-period di
agnostic artifacts that appear to predate the Ad
ena phenomenon, including straight-contracting

increase over the number of Paleo-period sites.
A drier, possibly warmer climate known as
the Hypothermal interval prevailed in the United
States and reached its maximum impact around
4500 B.C. Culturally, this period is called the Mid
dle Archaic, and it is generally given a date range of
6000–3000 B.C. Overall, the variety of plant and

ropeans began settling in Northern Kentucky dur
ing the late 18th century. The common occurrence
of ground stone mortars, pestles, nutting stones,
grooved axes, and celts at Middle Archaic-period
sites suggests an increased involvement in plant
foraging and woodworking by the region's tribes.
The quantity of sites with Middle Archaic–
period projectilepoints in Northern Kentuckydrops
dramatically, from 59 Early Archaic sites to 23 Mid

1000–200 B.C.,200 B.C.—A.D. 500, and A.D. 500–1000,

respectively, for the three periods; however, these
date ranges are arbitrary. Cultures assigned to the
Early Woodland period in Ohio (Adena, for ex
ample) span the Early Woodland–Middle Wood
land periods in Kentucky. Adena is assigned a date
range of 500 B.C.—A.D. 200 by many Kentucky
archaeologists.
Three important differences in Northern Ken
tucky mark the separation of Late Archaic and
Early Woodland periods. The first is the presence
of pottery, which appears for the first time in this
region by at least 700 B.C. Second, the quantity of
sites again decreases across Northern Kentucky.
Third, and a bit later in time, burial mounds begin

preparation features. Artifacts included Merom/
Trimble points, and the site resembles those associ
ated with the Maple Creek phase of the Late Ar
tifacts diagnostic of this cultural expression have

ated and began to appear much as it did when Eu

and changes in technology and settlement, al
though these did not appear instantly. The period
is divided traditionally into the Early Woodland,
Middle Woodland, and Late Woodland periods,
and those time frames have been assigned varying
date ranges. As for Kentucky, archaeologists gen
erally designate the approximate date ranges of

American Indians that included hearths and food

between 2 and 7 sites each, for a total of 59 sites, an

animal resources increased as the weather moder
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Kentucky counties. Radiocarbon dating of the
Glacken site reveals a date range of 2200–900 B.C.,
with a fall-winter occupation, based on analysis of
faunal remains recovered from features at the site.

Late Archaic-period sites increase dramatically
in the Northern Kentucky counties compared to
the Middle Archaic period. At least 94 sites (versus
23 in the Middle Archaic period) in the 11-county
region contain Late Archaic-period artifacts. This
almost-fourfold increase remains unexplained due
to lack of excavations in this area. Almost half (43)
of these sites are documented in Boone Co., the
most studied of the 11 counties, so some of the in

crease may be the result of survey intensity rather
than site density. However, all the counties except
Pendleton and Robertson see a dramatic upswing
in site quantity during this period.
The transitional period between the Archaic
period and the ensuing Woodland period ranges
from before 1000 B.C. up to about 500 B.C., depend
ing on location and settlement patterns. The shift
becomes evident in Northern Kentucky during the
1000–500 B.C. range, when site quantity decreases
again and pottery appears for the first time.
The Woodland Period

(ca. 1000 B.C.—A.D. 1000)

The Woodland period was marked by significant
shifts for regional tribes in subsistence strategy

stemmed points such as Kramer. The West Run

way site, located at the Cincinnati/Northern
Kentucky International Airport in Boone Co.,

was excavated and provides information on pre
Adena, Early Woodland-period activities in the
Northern Kentucky area. Radiocarbon dates that
were taken for this site bracket the 770–450 B.C.

range. The site produced Kramer points and Fay
ette Thick pottery together in shallow pit features,
the first regional site with pottery of this type out
side of a burial-mound context.
Numerous burial mounds and other earth
works have been documented at this site. The Uni

versity of Kentucky at Lexington, in cooperation
with the Works Progress Administration, exca
vated numerous mounds in Boone Co. from the

1930s until the early 1940s that date to the Adena
period (500 B.C.—A.D. 200), among them the Rob
bins Mound, the Hartman Mound, and the Crigler
Mounds. The Robbins Mound was a large burial
mound containing projectile points that became a
type point for the Adena period (Robbins points).
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At least 40 mounds have been documented in

Boone Co. that may date from this period. No fewer
than 26 are known in Mason Co. Most of the other

counties have only a few documented mounds that
may be from the Early-to-Middle Woodland peri
ods: 9 in Owen Co. and 2 each in Bracken, Camp
bell, Kenton, and Robinson counties. Gallatin and

Pendleton counties each have only 1 earth mound
that islikely to be from this period.
Researchers have found evidence of settle

ments by these American Indians, referred to as
the Adena culture in the Ohio River Valley, on
river and stream terraces, with possible winter up
land resource extraction. The Adena tribal tradi

tion is considered the most widely known Early
Woodland-period culture in this region; yet it is
poorly understood, partly because it is usually dis
cussed only in terms of itselaborate burial ceremo
nialism. Some burial mounds provide significant
evidence of social status differentiation. The pres
ence of copper and shell ornaments in burial con

intensively to the Hopewell complex. A few habita
tion sites, such as the Rogers Lower Village in
Boone Co., have produced bladelets (long, narrow
chert flakes) that are diagnostic of the Hopewell
period. However, this site dates to the latter part of
the date range (at least after A.D. 300–400). No
Hopewell geometric earthworks or hilltop enclo
sures have been documented in Northern Ken

tucky. The Ohio River seems to have marked some
type of cultural boundary, although Hopewell

with mud-and-stick (wattle-and-daub) walls.

associated sites have been documented farther

The Late Prehistoric or Fort Ancient Period

south in Kentucky.
The Hopewell culture was the climax of the
Middle Woodland period in the Ohio River Valley.
It lasted only a few hundred years, and its influence
waned after about A.D. 450. Ceremonial centers

among the eastern woodlands and the Southeast.
The Adena sphere of influence was quite far
reaching. Encompassing not only Kentucky, its
heartland, and surrounding states, it extended to
some degree eastward through New England and
the mid-Atlantic area and northward through the
Upper Great Lakes.

were abandoned, trade networks dissipated, and
less emphasis was placed on burial ceremonialism.
The ensuing period is called the Late Woodland
period and lasted from approximately A.D. 500 to
1000, although some local cultures, such as the
Newtown tradition, seem to have begun a bit ear
lier, perhaps as early as A.D. 300.
During the Late Woodland period, there was
an increasing emphasis on domesticated plants,
supplemented by hunting and intensive gathering.
Regional variants of this pattern became focused
within major drainages, where semipermanenthor
ticultural villages were located on broad terraces.

Ceramics associated with the Adena include

Additional fall and winter hunting stations also

the following: Fayette thick (both plain and cord
marked), Adena plain, Montgomery incised, and
Vinette I, each defined by differences in decoration
and form. Finely made leaf-shaped blades and a
variety of stemmed projectile points such as the
Cresap, the Robbins, and the Adena types were
manufactured. Copper was used to fashion orna
ments such as beads, bracelets, rings, gorgets, and
reels. Other typical artifacts include tubular pipes,
quadraconcave gorgets, pendants of banded slate,
fully grooved axes, hematite celts, and incised

occur along smaller tributaries. Owen Co. has pro

texts is evidence of extensive trade networks

plant diversity is found, as maize increased in im
portance. Technological changes were also intro
duced during this period. The Late Woodland
people began to rely on agricultural crops instead
of gathering nuts and wild plants. Archaeological
sites contain many large storage pits dug deep into
the ground for storage of plant harvests. Evidence
is also found of houses built from wood framing

duced one rock shelter site that contains Late

(A.D. 1000—beyond 1600)

By A.D. 800–900, the bow and arrow may have
been introduced into the Ohio River Valley.
Other changes in settlement and subsistence soon
changed the character of the Late Woodland–
period archaeological record. About 1000 the
American Indian inhabitants of Northern Ken

tucky practiced maize agriculture, used the bow
and arrow, and tempered their pottery with shell
instead of grit or limestone. Social and political
changes may have also accompanied these tech
nological changes.
The Mississippian period, as seen in the Missis
sippi River Valley, included large town and mound
complexes that influenced and controlled many of
their neighbors. That influence reached the Ohio
River Valley in terms of technological change as
mentioned above, and perhaps social changes as
well, although those are not as well documented.
In the central Ohio River Valley, including
Northern Kentucky, this time frame is known as
the Fort Ancient period. Permanently occupied
villages have been documented as existing during
the Fort Ancient period along most of the major
streams and rivers in Northern Kentucky. Divided
into at least three cultural time frames by many
researchers, the Fort Ancient period saw changes
in pottery styles and village layout through the
more-than-600-year period. The Fort Ancient pe
riod reaches into the historic period, well into the

for example. Elaborate geometric earthworks, en

Woodland-period diagnostic artifacts. Other ar
chaeological resources of the Late Woodland pe
riod are stone mounds and petroglyphs. Owen Co.
and Carroll Co. each have one petroglyph site, al
though only the Owen Co. site has been assigned
to the Woodland period.
Mound-building as a mortuary custom did
continue during at least the early part of the Late
Woodland period. Seasonal, and in some cases
year-round, occupation of village sites located on
terraces overlooking major stream valleys is seen
in the Newtown phase. The Newtown phase was
an early Late Woodland cultural period defined
for southwestern Ohio and Northern Kentucky.
Characteristic artifacts include distinctive pottery
rims and pottery shoulder traits, Chesser or Lowe
projectile points (corner-notched points), ground
stone celts, and other unique tool types. The Rog
ers site, located along the Ohio River in Boone Co.,
is one Newtown-phase site in Northern Kentucky.
The site included two villages and a mound situ
ated close to each other. Many of the mounds as
sociated with this period are covered, or layered,
with limestone slabs. Owen Co. has eight sites that
either have a stone mound or are village sites asso

closures, mounds that are often associated with

ciated with low stone or earth mounds. Boone Co.

fertile stream valleys that surrounded their village

multiple burials, and a wide array of exotic cere
monial goods characterize Hopewell culture. Cer
emonially, the Hopewell culture appears to repre

has at least seven. Mason Co. has four sites, while

sites. They collected mussels from the local streams
and rivers in large quantities. They ate the mussel
animals and used the shells to temper their pottery

stone tablets. Adena may have been across-cultural

tradition or a group of related tribes or cultures.
However, the associated artifacts and the burial

mound tradition disappear from the archaeologi
cal record by early in this era, and certainly by
about AD 200.

During the Middle Woodland period, ca. 200
B.C–A.D. 500, trade networks in the Ohio River Val

ley produced complex sociocultural integration
across regional boundaries. The Hopewell com
plex, centered near Chillicothe, Ohio, on the Sci
oto River, typically defines the Middle Woodland
period. Another focus of development was in Illi
nois. Extensive Hopewell earthworks are known
and exist in southwestern Ohio in Hamilton Co.,

sent a continuation of Adena culture, but on an

expanded and more elaborate scale. Hopewellian
trade networks, for example, were more extensive.
Little evidence, however, has been found in

Northern Kentucky that connects regional tribes

the remaining counties have one or no mounds
from this period.
In subsistence strategies an increasing reliance
on domesticated plants is seen, including squash,
seed plants, and maize agriculture, by the end of
the Late Woodland period. Toward the end of the
Late Woodland period, however, a decrease in

1600S.

Northern Kentucky has quite a few Fort
Ancient-period villages, including documented
sites in all 11 counties. The sites are concentrated

along the Ohio River Valley and major streams.
Generally they are village sites that include houses
and, in some cases, stockade walls. The inhabitants

usually built their houses in a circular pattern, with
the doors facing in toward the center of the village.
The center of the village was a plaza, or open-space
area, used for ceremonies and other community
activities.

The Northern Kentucky Fort Ancient peoples
farmed corn, beans, and squash or pumpkins. They
also hunted deer and many smaller mammals and
birds and caught fish. Their farmlands were the

and ashoes and other tools.

They buried their dead either in mounds lo
cated near their village or, later, in small cemeteries
located within the village itself. Each village con
tained at least one community building or meeting

AMERICAN RED CROSS

place. Other buildings in the village included sweat
lodges and houses. The Fort Ancient people usu
ally had a surplus of food at the end of each grow
ing season. They excavated very large storage pits,
similar to small cellars, in which to store corn and
other foods for the winter. The American Indians

of the Fort Ancient period used a variety of tools
and raw materials. Pottery vessels include shell
tempered pottery, bowls, shallow pans, larger stor
age vessels, and decorative containers. Triangular
arrow points are characteristic of the Fort Ancient
period. Stone tools include knives, drills, scrapers,
and celts. The Indians manufactured hoes, fish

hooks, and other implements from freshwater
mussel shellor bone.

Some sites that date after the 16th century may
also contain fragments of brass or copper trade
items, glass beads, iron kettles, and axes. These ar
tifacts, including some items found at Petersburg
in Boone Co., indicate contact with European ex
plorers. These may have been acquired through
direct contact with French missionaries or trap
pers who had entered the region by the early 17th
century. Local American Indian tribes may have
received trade goods even earlier by trading with
more coastal tribes, especially those in eastern

juniors called Boys State. Two members from each
state's Boys State are selected for Boys Nation. The
Boys State and Boys Nation programs were estab
lished in 1935 to counter the fascist-inspired Young
Pioneer Camps. These programs teach youth about
government and how it works, allowing participants
to experience what it is like to hold various offices at
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surer for the fundraising effort; Polk Laffoon Jr.,
a Covington utility official, was the Kenton Co.
committee chairman; and A. M. Larkin, a New

port banker, was committee chairman in Camp
bell Co. He was assisted by Mrs. Albert H. Morrill,
wife of a future Kroger Company president. Cov
ington lawyer-banker Richard P. Ernst was a

the local, state, and national level. President William

member of the overall executive committee for

Jefferson Clinton (1993–2001) was a Boys State par
ticipant as a high school student.
All states have American Legion Ladies Auxil
iary and Sons of the American Legion Squadrons,
which support Legion activities and are connected
to active legion posts. A Girls State and a Girls Na
tion program similar to the boys' programs func
tion through the ladies auxiliary. Kentucky has al
ways had an active American Legion program. The
following Northern Kentucky counties have active
American Legion squadrons:

the successful drive. Bandages and surgical wraps
made by volunteers at places such as St. Elizabeth
Hospital (see St. Elizabeth Medical Center)
were readied and sent to field hospitals in Europe.
During World War II, the Kentucky counties
ran their own separate but similar fundraising
campaigns; in Campbell Co., Roger Littleford
headed up the drive.
The Red Cross has done more than to help
U.S. military personnel and families overseas and
at home. In Northern Kentucky the Red Cross
has provided swimming lessons, first aid train
ing, and lifesaving classes; flood relief was given
during the floods of 1913, 1937, 1948, 1964, and
1997, in 1944 the Red Cross Gray Lady Corps, a
special unit of older female volunteers, was estab

Boone Co.: Post 4, Florence, and Post 277, Walton

Campbell Co.: Posts 11 and 327, Newport
Carroll Co.: Post 41, Carrollton

Grant Co.: Post 137, Williamstown
Kenton Co.: Post 203, Latonia, and Post 275, Inde

lished in Fort Thomas; Red Cross workers assisted

Rafferty, Janet Elizabeth. “The Development of the Ft.

to the battlefields ofthe Civil War, where Clara H.

Ancient Tradition in Northern Kentucky." PhD
diss., Univ. of Washington, 1974.

Barton (1821–1912), a Massachusetts-born school

the victims of the April 1974 tornado; in 1977 the
Red Cross in Southgate was at the site of the Bev
erly Hills Supper Club fire; the organization
supported people affected by the blizzard of
1978; in 1986 Red Cross volunteers helped fami
lies who sustained storm damage in Boone Co.;
and in 1993 the Red Cross helped Evangelos Kon
tos of Covington and his son become reunited
after 45 years of separation. The Red Cross was
also on-site for the three major airline crashes
that have taken place at the Cincinnati/North
ern Kentucky International Airport. The
largest disaster in the region for the Red Cross
clearly was the flood of 1937. The organization set
up its flood headquarters within the Union Cen
tral Life Insurance Building in downtown Cin
cinnati, directing relief efforts from Pittsburgh,

teacher, tended to the needs of the injured. After

Pa., to Cairo, Ill.

the war she went to Switzerland and in 1879 be

In 1980, when an earthquake occurred near
Maysville, the Mason Co. Red Cross chapter re
sponded to the 200-plus affected families in the
county; in the mid-1990s, Maysville area volun

pendence.

Canada who had direct contact with French ex

American Legion. www.legion.org (accessed April 24,
plorers and missionaries.

2007).

“Ancient Burial Site," KE, July 24, 2004, C3.
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"Building on the Past," SC, August 1, 2004, 1.
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ple,” SC, August 1, 2004,3A.
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members.tripod.com/~Post_119 Gulfport_MS/
ky.html (accessed April 24, 2007).
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AMERICAN RED CROSS. The first Red Cross
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Council, 1990.

January 13, 2007, Al.
Robert B. Snow

chapters in Northern Kentucky were organized in
response to World War I, but the organization
had a presence in the region much earlier.
The American Red Cross movement goes back

Jeannine Kreinbrink
came familiar with the work of Henry Dunant and

AMERICAN LEGION. The American Legion,
an organization of veterans from all the branches
of the U.S. armed forces, is represented in North
ern Kentucky by eight posts. Veterans returning
from Europe after World War I established the
organization in 1919. Today its nearly 3 million
members include veterans from World War I and

every U.S. conflict since.
During the flood of 1937 in Campbell Co.,
the American Legion and the Red Cross were the
major players in providing flood relief to the heav
ily flooded communities along the Ohio River. The
Legion's volunteers were there to help in whatever
way they could.
In addition to organizing commemorative
events and volunteeractivities, the American Legion
is active in U.S. politics, especially with regard to is
sues such as veterans' pensions and medical care.
Each state's American Legion organization spon
sors an annual civic-training event for high school

his International Red Cross and the Red Crescent
Movement. When she returned to the United
States, she established the American Red Cross in

1881. During the flood of 1884, Barton herself
dispensed relief supplies from the steamboat Josh
V. Throop, which was tied up at the Cincinnati
Public Landing. The Red Cross considers this ac
tion its entry into disaster relief.
In 1905, with the encouragement of William
Howard Taft, a Red Cross chapter was begun in
Cincinnati; it was followed by Kentucky branches
in Campbell Co. April 20, 1917, in Kenton Co.
May 30, 1917; and in Boone Co. June 28, 1917.
Each was the result of the U.S. entry into World
War I. A war fund campaign was launched to raise
money so that Red Cross personnel and supplies
could be sent to Europe to care for U.S. soldiers.
Several prominent Northern Kentuckians were
involved in fundraising that took place during
June 1917. A. Clifford Shinkle, a member of the

influential Covington Shinkle family, was the trea

teers sheltered and fed 272 individuals who were
evacuated from their homes as a result of the Car

gill Fertilizer Plant's chemical discharge. In 2005
191 volunteers helped the Mason Co. chapter to
carry out its activities.

In 1956 the Boone, Campbell, and Kenton Co.
chapters of the Red Cross merged with the Hamil
ton Co., Ohio, chapter to create the Cincinnati
Area Chapter, with headquarters in downtown
Cincinnati at Seventh and Sycamore Sts. That chap
ter today maintains an office in Florence, Ky. It is
also responsible for the administration of Red
Cross activities in the following Northern Ken
tucky counties: Bracken, Gallatin, Grant, Mason,
Owen, and Pendleton. Of those, both Bracken and

Mason have Red Cross chapters of their own. Car
roll Co., Ky., is under the auspices of the Oldham
Co., Ky., office. In 2005 the American Red Cross
celebrated a century of services in this region.
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AMUSEMENT PARKS. See Lagoon Amuse

Cincinnati, came to Madison and over the next

Red Cross. Cincinnati: Red Cross, 1989.

ment Park; Tacoma Park.

three years developed routes on Kentucky soil, giv

. A History of the Red Cross War Fund Cam
paign in Metropolitan Cincinnati. Cincinnati:

ANDERSON, ELIJAH (b. ca. 1808, Fluvanna

American Red Cross. The Cincinnati Area Chapter

ing recruited plantation slaves information on safe

Red Cross, 1917.

. The Ohio–Mississippi Valley Flood Disaster
of 1937. Washington, D.C.: American Red Cross,

Co., Va.; d. March 4, 1861, Frankfort, Ky). Dubbed
the "General Superintendent" of the Under

ground Railroad (UGRR) by Rush R. Sloane, an

1937.

. www.redcross.org (accessed January 21, 2007).

Reis, Jim. “Winning the War in 1943 Part Glamour,
Part Grease,” KP, October 5, 1998, 4K.

Union Central Life Insurance Company. The Union
Central and the 1937 Flood. Cincinnati: Union

Central Life Insurance Company, 1937.

abolitionist in northwestern Ohio, Elijah Ander
son became a major conductor, bringing hun
dreds of runaway slaves to freedom from North
ern Kentucky counties.
Born a free person of color in Virginia, Ander
son was forced from his native state by restrictive
black laws passed after the 1831 Nat Turner Rebel

routes and pick-up times and places. Later that year
a wealthy black abolitionist, John Simmons, was
welcomed to Madison. Shortly thereafter, major
routes were compromised and near captures oc
curred. Anderson, Harris, Lott, and a number of

other activists believed that Simmons had betrayed
their cause for monetary reward; they beat Sim
mons severely and threatened him with death.Sim
mons sued in Indiana's Jefferson Co. court, and the

and skilled in making wrought iron undercar
riages and decorative fences, he found ready em
ployment as a laborer fixing metal and steam fit

legal fees over six years caused Anderson to lose his
property at Madison.
A 100-man posse of Kentuckians and local
sympathizers marauded through Madison tar
geting the UGRR leadership. Free black activists,
charged with inciting a riot, were fined sums of $50
and $25. De Baptiste fled to Detroit, Mich., and be

tings on Ohio River steamboats. He developed

came active there. Lott headed for Canada. Harris

President Richard Nixon (1969–1974) signed into
law the Rail Passenger Service Act, transferring

strong friendships with other free blacks: George
De Baptiste, Chapman Harris, John Lott, and John

rail passenger service from the operating railroads

Carter, a Lexington native who had settled in Cin

to the U.S. National Railroad Corporation. The

cinnati among the large free black community.
Carter fled to Canada during the 1830 riots and
then returned when things calmed down.
Both De Baptiste, a barber, and Carter, a grocer,
worked as stewards; the position of steward was a
high-ranking one for free blacks. According to Lott,
these men were introduced to Ohio Underground
Railroadleaders through Rev. Henry Ward Beecher,
who, during the 1830s, was at Cincinnati's Lane
Seminary and also was serving his first pastorate,
the Lawrenceburg (Ind.) Presbyterian Church. Be
tween December 1837 and early 1840, all five of

hunkered down in Eagle Hollow, Ind., three miles
east of Madison, and became a major leader during
the 1850s. Griffin Booth was nearly drowned in the
Ohio River by a mob. Amos Phillips was shot sev
eral times; he recuperated at Lancaster, Ind., and

AMERICAN

REVOLUTION. See Revolu

tionary War.

AMTRAK. Amtrak, which has provided passen

ger train service to Northern Kentucky for nearly
40 years, was born on October 30, 1970, when

corporation name was soon changed to Amtrak
for promotional purposes. Amtrak began its rail
passenger service on May 1, 1971. The only rail
route it maintained through Northern Kentucky
was a Chicago-Cincinnati-Washington-Boston
run that utilized the Chesapeake and Ohio
Railroad from Covington to Ashland, Ky. The
train was named the James Whitcomb Riley run
ning east and the George Washington running
west, but because of bad track conditions in Indi
ana and to the northwest, neither train could
maintain its schedule. The train was cut back in

1972 to a Chicago—New York City trip and in 1973
modified to a Chicago–Washington, D.C., route.
On May 19, 1974, Amtrak dropped the train name

the George Washington; in a new marketing ploy, it
called the train the Riley/Mountaineer. The Riley/
Mountaineer was split into two sections at Ash
land: the Riley continued to run to Washington
and back, but the Mountaineer ran to Norfolk, Va.,
via Norfolk and Western Railroad track and then

lion. Sometime before 1835, he relocated to Cin
cinnati. Because he was trained as a blacksmith

these free blacks relocated to Madison, Ind., and

soon provided energy and impetus to the UGRR's
operations there. Anderson met and married Mary
J., a native of Ohio 10 years his junior. Their only
child, Martha, was born in 1840 at Madison. Elijah
Anderson established his blacksmith shop on the
southeast corner of Third and Walnut Sts. He pros
pered and, before early 1842, had purchased a brick
town home valued at $800 and taxed at $3.00. It was

in the Georgetown section of Madison on Walnut
St. near Fifth St. He was listed as the owner and tax

returned to Ashland to connect to the Riley. This
short-lived experimentended on October 30, 1977,
when the Mountaineer was discontinued and the

Riley was renamed the Cardinal. The Cardinal to
day links Chicago to Washington via Cincinnati,
making three trips east from Chicago and three
trips west from Washington each week. The only
Amtrak stop for the Cardinal in Northern Ken
tucky is at the former C&O Depot in Maysville.
The unique sound of the 6,000-horsepower,
modern General Electric Genesis engines can be
heard by attentive listeners as Amtrak passes
through Newport and Covington early in the
morning.

Bradley, Rodger P. Amtrak: The US National Rail
road Passenger Corporation. New York: Bland.

payer on that property through 1847
Soon Anderson attained leadership in the
Madison UGRR. He excelled at opening and devel
oping secure routes. Often he went over into Ken
tucky, particularly along the Kentucky River artery,
contacting free blacks and slaves on plantations.
He developed a solid relationship with free blacks
at Carrollton and Frankfort, Ky., and Lawrence
burg, Ind., and also worked well with white aboli
tionists. By 1845 the black conductors at Madison
managed most of the Ohio River crossing points.
These free blacks shifted Madison's UGRR opera
tions from a passive to an active state. De Baptiste
claimed to have aided 108 runaways before 1846;
Anderson said that he brought 200 through before
1850.

ford Press, 1985.

Sanders, Craig. Amtrak in the Heartland. Bloom
ington: Indiana Univ. Press, 2006.
Charles H. Bogart

In 1845 two top agents of the American Anti
Slavery League, William Phelps and George White
field, who were originally from Wheeling, Va. (W.
Va, today), but had most recently worked out of

then moved to the Little Africa settlement south of

Vernon, Ind. It took Harris and Carter three to five

years to rebuild the UGRR baseback to its original
capabilities.
As a result of increased danger, the fines levied
against him, and the Madison riots, Anderson
moved his operations base to Lawrenceburg, Ind.
Both Elijah and his wife were fair-skinned, and in
the 1850 Dearborn Co., Ind., census, they both ap
parently passed as white. Since he spent monthson
the road away from his blacksmith business, it
seems quite likely that at this time Anderson be
came an agent of the American Anti-Slavery League
or was funded in part from Detroit's African Amer
ican leadership. His Madison experience was help
ful because Lawrenceburg, Ind., was hostile to free
blacks and, by 1861, was trying to evict them from
the city. During the early 1850s, Anderson was fre
quently linked to Cincinnatiand to routes to Cleve
land and Sandusky, Ohio.
As an experienced conductor, Anderson re
alized that bringing fugitives across by ones and
twos was inefficient and likely to run afoul of the
runaway-slave patrollers. Working with William
Wyman, station master at Aurora, Ind., with
American Anti-Slavery League peddlers and fer
rymen agents; and with his own local free black
recruits, Anderson soon was able to bring large
groups of fugitives out through Boone Co., Ky. Re
sults showed almost immediately. In 1847 the
David Powell family of six vanished from the John
Norris plantation between the Lawrenceburg and
Aurora, Ind., ferry landings. In May 1848 eight
slaves owned by Benjamin Stevens opposite Rising
Sun, Ind., made their escape. Gabriel Smith, an
aged free black from Brookville, Ind., participated
in helping Anderson bring 50 slaves north to San
dusky, Ohio. Boone Co. slave owners reported that
29 slaves had escaped between September 1 and
November 17, 1852; in April 1853, they lost another
40 slaves.
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During summer 1856, after Elijah took a group
of fugitives to Cleveland via the railroad's network,
he sought work to earn money before returning to
Lawrenceburg. An abolitionist gave him the name
of a person in Detroit, and Elijah worked in Detroit
through fall 1856, then returned through Cincin

boy answering the description of George, a run
away slave owned by John Scott of Henry Co. The
boy had escaped on May 8, and Scott had come to
seek the services of Ray at Madison on May 12,

nati and boarded a steamboat there. In a case of

then a leader of the free blacks and slaves active in

boxer, Anderson was trained by Elmer Cavanaugh

mistaken identity, a Madison UGRR activist, Wil

the Madison UGRR, attempted twice to mount a

liam J. Anderson, was arrested at Carrollton, Ky.,

posse to free Anderson from the penitentiary.

and accused of pirating hundreds of runaway
slaves and carrying incendiary abolitionist ma
terials into Kentucky. William J. Anderson, who
claimed in his defensive autobiography that he had
never worked south of the Ohio River and only had
loaned his carriage to the UGRR, was defended by
antislavery lawyers from Madison and released.
Within a day or so, Elijah Anderson was recog
nized at Cincinnation turned in, and Delos Blythe
of the Alan Pinkerton Detective Agency at Louis
ville came up to arrest him once the steamboat that
he was on had set off. The free black community at

Meanwhile the antislavery attorneys at Madison
tried to negotiate an interstate gubernatorial par
don. When Anderson's daughter, Martha, came to
Frankfort to pick him up in April 1861, he was
found dead in his cell of unexplained causes. The
body was released to his family for burial. Accord
ing to Wilbur Siebert and the Firelands Pioneer,
Elijah Anderson claimed in 1855 to have brought
out more than 1,000 runaway slaves, 800 of them
after passage of the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act.

and managed by Jim Dougherty.
During the early 1930s, Anderson and his wife,
the former Cleora E. Sheriff, operated the Blue
grass Gym at Fifth St. and Madison Ave. in Cov
ington. In 1935 the couple opened the Joe Ander
son Café in Erlanger, a site long remembered for its
big neon sign that featured a boxer moving his

Madison was certain that William J. Anderson had

bought his way out of jail by turning in Elijah An
derson, and Elijah was forced to fleetosaferground
at Indianapolis, Ind.
At Carrollton, Ky., Elijah Anderson was ac
cused of enticing a slave owned by Gen. William
O. Butler. It was a peculiar charge since Butler had
emancipated some of his slaves when he returned
from the Mexican War in the late 1840s. It was

among Butler's freed slaves living near the mouth
of the Kentucky River that Elijah Anderson likely
had established a solid base for UGRR routes from

the Bluegrass State. One of those freed slaves,
Sandy Duncan, moved to Madison. James T. Alli
son, an antislavery attorney from Madison, repre
sented Elijah at Carrollton and won acquittal. But
on the steps of the courthouse at Bedford, Ky., the
Trimble Co. sheriff arrested Elijah and incarcer
ated him. At Bedford, Elijah was accused of assist
ingandabetting a Negro boy named George to run
away from his master, who lived in Henry Co., Ky.
Elijah claimed to have gone north for work. Found
upon his person was a chatty letter he had written
but not mailed to his wife, Mary J., that gave the
names of several abolitionist friends in Cleveland

and Detroit. Sensationalist newspaper accounts in
Louisville claimed that finding the letter broke the
back of a ring of abolitionists that had been steal
ing slaves in Kentucky. Depositions from G. W.
Burrows of Cleveland stated that Elijah Anderson
was in Cleveland on September 1, 1856, and had
sought employment from him, and that he had re
ferred Elijah to a friend in Watertown, Wis. A sec
ond deposition from John P. Clark stated that he
had hired Elijah from November 1 to December
13, 1856, at his blacksmith shop at a Springwell,
Mich., dry dock.
But it was the eyewitness testimony of Right
Ray, who headed a ring of slave-catchers operating
in southeastern Indiana, that led to Elijah Ander
son's 10-year sentence at the Kentucky State Peni
tentiary in Frankfort. Ray testified that he had seen
Anderson in Madison on May 11, 1856, ascending
the Texas deck of a mail boat headed to Cincinnati.

Anderson had a carpetbag and was in company of a

1856.

During the next few months, Chapman Harris,

Annotated plat C., 1848–1850, Madison, Ind.
Bordewich, Fergus M. Bound for Canaan: The Un

derground Railroad and the War for the Soul of
America. New York: Amistad, 2005.

Commonwealth of Kentucky vs. Elijah Anderson.
Trimble Co. Circuit Court, Governors Papers,
Kentucky Libraries and Archives, Frankfort, Ky.
Deed Book 6:320, Jefferson Co., Madison, Ind.

Griffler, Keith P. Front Line of Freedom: African
Americans and the Forging of the Underground
Railroad in the Ohio Valley. Lexington: Univ.
Press of Kentucky, 2004.
Hudson, J. Blaine. Fugitive Slaves and the Under
ground Railroad in the Kentucky Borderland.
Jefferson, N.C.; McFarland, 2002.

Israel Moody vs. The Trustees of the African Meth
odist Episcopal Church. January 1, 1853, Dear
born Co. Civil Cases, Lawrenceburg, Ind.
Lawrenceburg Register, May 11, 1848; November 17,
1852; November 14, 1853.

Siebert, Wilbur H. The Underground Railroad from
Slavery to Freedom. New York: Macmillan, 1898.
Tax Assessment Book 2: 1838–1847, Madison, Ind.

Dandy Harry Smith, where Anderson broke his
arm in the second round but continued boxing
into the fifth round. In his 10-year career, with a
total of 98 professional fights, Anderson won 56
fights, tied 22, and lost 20, he had earnings total
ing a half million dollars. Regarded as a speedy

arms. In 1947 the restaurant was sold and the An

dersons bought a Wiedemann Beer distributorship
(see Wiedemann Brewing Company), which
they operated for some 25 years. Cleora Anderson
died in 1972, and joe died in 1975, of a cerebral

hemorrhage, a common cause of death for boxers,
as a result of the pounding their heads sustain. An
derson was buried at Forest Lawn Cemetery in Er
langer and was survived by four grandchildren.
During the 1920s, boxing was a popular sport and
a means of both financial support and social mo
bility, and Joe E. Anderson used it wisely; he was
the premier boxer ever to have come out of the
Northern Kentucky region.
BoxRec. "Joe Anderson." http://boxrec.com (accessed
March 5, 2006).

Kreimer, Peggy. “Joe E. Anderson... Boxer, Defeated
Three World Champs," KP, May 9, 1975, 10.
Stein, Tim. "Joe Fought the Best," KP, March 31, 1973,
12K.

Michael R. Sweeney
ANDERSON, KEN (b. February 15, 1949, Bata.
via, Ill.). Football player Kenneth Allan Anderson,
born in a western suburb of Chicago, attended high
schoolin Batavia and then Augustana College, a Lu
theran liberal arts school in Rock Island, Ill., where

Diane Perrine Coon

ANDERSON, JOE E. (b. October 18, 1905,
Banklick Station, Kenton Co., Ky; d. May 8, 1975,

Covington, Ky). Kentucky Joe Anderson, as he
was billed in the boxing world, attended Coving
ton's Holmes High School. As a senior, the five
foot-nine athlete defeated world light-middle
weightboxingchampion Pinky Mitchell. Anderson
then quit high school and fought professionally at
Tacoma Park, the Fort Thomas Military Reser
vation, and the Covington Arena. Expanding to
the national sphere, he boxed in California and
Chicago and at New York City's Madison Square
Gardens, appearing on fight cards together with
other pugilists from the Cincinnati-Northern
Kentucky area such as Tony LaRosa and Joe
Sweeney. On October 10, 1927, Anderson was
stabbed just below the heart while trying to detain
a motorist who had collided with a fire truck in

Covington. Anderson recovered and continued to
fight. In 1928 and 1929, he was the number one
light-middle-weight boxer in the world; he de
feated three world champions during his career.
His last fight was on September 22, 1931, against

he had a half scholarship and worked summer jobs.
He majored in mathematics, accumulating a 3.7
grade point average while also playing basketball
and football, the latter as a safety and, most impor
tantly, as a quarterback. In July 1981 he obtained a
law degree from Chase College of Law of North
ern Kentucky University.
Anderson was the third-round choice of the

Cincinnati Bengals in the 1971 National Football
League (NFL) players draft. He played as a quarter
back for the Bengals from 1971 until 1986 and was
an assistant coach (quarterbacks coach) for the Ben
gals from 1993 until 1996. Hisassistant-coach status
was upgraded when he was named the offensive co
ordinator for the Bengals on October 21, 1996.
Anderson beat Virgil Carter out of a starting
job in his second season with the Bengals and
guided the Bengals to a division title in 1973. In
1974 and 1975 he led the NFL in passing, and he
played in the Pro Bowl at the end of the 1975 and
1976 seasons.

On the night of August 26, 1978, the Bengals
were playing a preseason game with the Green Bay
Packers. During the game, Anderson broke his
right hand on one of the Packers pass rushers as he
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released the ball. In surgery by Dr. Herbert Klein
ert, a Louisville surgeon who specializes in such
procedures, a pin was inserted into the hand, and it
was announced that Anderson would be sidelined

for six to eight weeks.
In 1981 Anderson led the Bengals to the Super
Bowl. During the season, he once again led the
NFL in passing and was also named the league's
most valuable player. For that season, he threw for
3,754 yards and 29 touchdowns in winning the
NFL passing title.
Anderson is the careerleader for the Bengals in
pass completions (2,654), passing yards (32,838),
and touchdown passes (197). He owns the NFL re
cord for the highest completion percentage among
quarterbacks in a season, with 70.55 in 1982. He
holds four NFL passing titles, was named to four
Pro Bowls, led the league three times in lowest in
terception percentage, and twice has been among

B00MEso's

15 finalists for election to the Pro Football Hall of

Anderson Ferry
Fame. His most memorable game was the AFC
(American Football Conference) Championship
game (the Freezer Bowl) played at the old River
front Stadium in Cincinnati on January 10, 1982.
The outside temperature was -9 degrees Fahren
heit, with a wind chill of -59 degrees. The Bengals
beat the San Diego Chargers that day 27-7 and ad
vanced to the Super Bowl.
In December 2002 Anderson ended his 32–

year affiliation with the Bengals as a player, an as
sistant coach, and a broadcaster, and became an

assistant coach for the lacksonville Jaguars. His
hobby is golf. Anderson has a wife, Cristy, a son,
Matt, and two daughters, Megan and Molly. For
many years, he lived in Lakeside Park in Northern
Kentucky. He also was an owner in a Northern
Kentucky Coors beer distributorship and in a re
placement door company. He has done many com
mercial segments for local television.
Collett, Ritter. SuperStripes PB and the Super Bowl
Bengals. Dayton, Ohio. Landfall Press, 1982.
Ludwig, Chick. The Legends, Cincinnati Bengals:
The Men, The Deeds, The Consequences. Wilm
ington, Ohio. Orange Frazer Press, 2004.

Snyder, John, and Floyd Conner. Day by Day in Cin

in the early 1800s consisted of foot passengers,
horse-drawn wagons, and livestock. The first fer
ryboat was propelled by men poling and was
steered by using a wooden sweep with a long tiller
arm. Around 1820 the Anderson family built a
stone house overlooking the ferry landing and
opened a tavern there. The stone house was torn
down during the late 1960s. George and his wife
operated the businesses until 1836, when the prop
erty was transferred within the Anderson family.
George Anderson died in Boone Co. in 1839; his
wife, Sarah Brooks Anderson, a native of North

Carolina, died in 1841. In February 1841 Evan An
derson, a son of George and Sarah, sold the ferry to
Montague McClure. The Anderson family had op
erated the ferry business for 24 years.
From 1841 to 1865, the ferry changed hands 10
times. Charles Kottmyer bought it from John Wil.
son in March 1865. Kottmyer had been a canal
boatman and a stagecoach driver. At that time the
ferry was driven by two paddlewheels, turned by
two blindfolded horses walking on a treadmill. In
1867 Kottmyer built a new steam-powered boat,

cinnati Bengals History. New York: Leisure Press,

the Boone #1, named after Daniel Boone. From

1984.

then on, every new boat the Kottmyer family put
Michelle Heil

into service was named for Daniel Boone and had

ANDERSON FERRY. The Anderson Ferry, lo

a sequential number.
In 1937 Henry Kottmyer contracted to have
an all-steel, steam-powered boat, the Boone # 7.

cated on the Ohio River in northeastern Boone Co.

between Constance, Ky., and the western part of
Cincinnati, has been in continuous operation since
1817. George Anderson, born in Maryland in 1765,
lived near the mouth of Dry Creek in Boone Co.,
beginning about 1800. In July 1802 the Boone Co.
Court ordered agroup of men including Anderson
to mark the most convenient path for a road from
the Burlington courthouse to Dry Run, or Dry
Creek as it is called today, the current location of
the Anderson ferry. Thus, apparently at this very
early date, Dry Creek was already a prominent
point for crossing the river.
In 1817 Anderson bought 103 acres and a fer
ryboat from Raleigh Colston (see Colston Family)
for $351 and was grantedalicense to operate. Traffic

built by the Stanwood Corporation of Covington
(see Houston, Stanwood & Gamble). A side

wheeler converted to diesel in 1947, it can carry a
maximum of eight cars. In 1964 Richard Kott
myer and his brother-in-law Duncan Huey
bought a passenger barge, placing a second ferry
into service as the Boone # 8. It is capable of
carrying 10 cars, and its push boat is named the
Little Boone. Four generations of Kottmyers
owned and operated the Anderson Ferry for a
total of 121 years. Under their ownership it sur
vived the building of bridges over the Ohio River
and the creation of the interstate highway system.
Richard Kottmyer, a fourth-generation owner,
retired in 1986, after selling the business to Paul

and Deborah Anderson (their relationship to the
original owner is unknown).
Paul Anderson worked for the Kottmyers for
25 years before he bought the Anderson Ferry. He
began working on the ferry in 1961 and received
his pilot's license at age 18 in 1965. With a staff of
12 and three boats in service, the Anderson Ferry
now carries an average of 450 cars per day. Follow
ing the tradition set by Charles Kottmyer, in 1992
the Andersons, having purchased the excursion
barge the City of Parkersburg, renamed it Boone
#9. It holds 15 automobiles and its push boat is
called the Deborah A.

The Anderson Ferry is the only privately
owned and operated ferry business on the 981
mile length of the Ohio River. It was placed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1982; in
1996 it was designated a Centennial Business by
the Kentucky Historical Society. Almost 200 years
after George Anderson took his first boatload of
passengers and livestock across the river, the ferry
continues to provide not only a cost-efficient and
time-saving service but also a historic, scenic, and
relaxingboat ride for families and tourists. Today
the business is fueled by its proximity to the Cin
cinnati/Northern Kentucky International
Airport and the faithful customers who use the
ferry to commute.
Fitzgerald, William. "One of Boone County's Oldest
Business Institutions." Boone County Recorder,
March 14, 1968, 12.
Gordon, Richard L. "Namesake Back at the Helm of

Ferry." KP, May 14, 1986, IB.
Hale, Harry L. "Suburbs of Cincinnati. Anderson
Ferry Was Laid Out as the Town of South Bend in
1789," CE, November 20, 1960, 6G.

O'Rear, Sherrie. "Ferry Tale: Ferry in Constance Fam
ily for 119 Years," Boone County Recorder, Octo
ber 20, 1983, 6.
Paul Anderson and Laurie Wilcox
ANDERSON SLAVE PEN. The Anderson slave

pen is a full two-story structure built of hewn logs
that has one large, rectangular room on each floor
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and a 10-foot-wide chimney. Now located at the
National Underground Freedom Museum in Cin

"Slave Pen Battles Continue," KP Ianuary 17, 2000,

cinnati, it was first constructed and used in Mason

Jeannine Kreinbrink

Co. Its history began when Moses Frazee bought
100 acres of land from Lewis Craig in 1804. Frazee
may have built the log building, or he may have
taken over an existing logbuilding on the 100-acre
tract. At this time, the slave pen contained a
10-foot-wide chimney with a cooking fireplace at
the north end of the building. On the eastside, off.
center, the structure had a single doorway with a
rectangular transom over the door, and the door
had a small brass doorknob, probably mounted
with a surface lock to facilitate access. The door

way may have been constructed to reflect the Fed
eral stylistic conventions that were popular at the
time. The original building had at least one win
dow with glass panes. Internally, the building ex
hibits evidence of shelves and division of the sec
ond floor.

Frazee sold the 100 acres to John W. Ander

son in 1825, and Anderson bought additional land
over the next nine years that totaled more than
900 acres. He apparently built himself a house,
referred to as a mansion, in the adjacent field
sometime between 1825 and 1834. He was cer

tainly living thereby the time of his death in 1834,
because his widow, Susan S. Anderson, claimed
the 100 acres as her "home farm" when she filed

her claim for dower rights in early 1835. After An
derson constructed his mansion, the slave-pen
building would not have been needed as a resi
dence for his family. When he ceased using the

slave-pen building as a house, he converted it to a
very different purpose. The addition of the iron
rings, chains, and barred windows altered the
building and its history forever. Its original pur
pose was obscured. It became a prison for the
slaves he bought from friends and neighbors. He
had made it into a commercial building, a non
personal structure that became a hidden part of
the local landscape.
Anderson built up his slave-export business
through the late 1820s and early 1830s. He be
came a major local dealer and exporter of humans
from Kentucky to the Deep South, making yearly
trips to either Natchez, Miss, or New Orleans be:
tween 1830 and 1833. Enslaved persons, horses,
and produce such as wheat were the "products" he
transported. In three sales between November
1832 and May 1833, Anderson sold more than
$38,000 worth of persons. In 2005 dollars, that is
at least $800,000. Major Lexington slave dealers
of the same period only claimed sales in the
$5,000-$8,000 range. Anderson was a major player
in the Kentucky-to-Natchez slave trade during his
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Andrews and his family lived in a one-floor
ranch in Cold Spring, on the west side of U.S. 27
just south of Murman Rd. That home contained a

state-of-the-art security system and reportedly
had secret hiding rooms like those discovered later
at the clubs he operated in Newport. Andrews's ca
reer came to an abrupt halt in 1973 at St. Luke
Hospital East in Fort Thomas. He was there for
heart problems, and reportedly his wife, Eleanor
Plunkett Andrews, paid him an evening visit. After
she had departed, some still-unidentified men ar
rived and told the nurses on duty "to take a break."
Andrews, whose room was on the fourth floor, was

later found dead on a second-floor roof directly be
low his room's open window. The speculation has
always been that Andrews was the victim of "a mob
hit" to silence him because he knew so much about

the syndicate's crime activities in Newport. Frank
Andrews died at age 62, and his funeral mass was
held at St. Therese Church in Southgate. He was
buried at St.Stephen Cemetery in Fort Thomas.
Kentucky Death Certificate No. 32953, for the year
1973.

Michael R. Sweeney

less-than-honorable moniker "Screw" for his ac

tivities on the streets and in the clubs of nearby
Newport. Fights, threats, intimidation, and other
violentacts were commonplace for Andrews in his
work "as a soldier" for the Cleveland crime syndi
cate (the Mayfield Road Gang) that controlled vice
and corruption in Newport. In 1953 Andrews shot
fellow numbers racketeer Melvin Clark in the

parking lot of the Sportsman Club that Andrews
operated on Central Ave. in Newport; Andrews
was acquitted on the grounds of self-defense. Ille
gal gambling and the pandering of prostitution
were two of Andrews's particular fortes. Later he
moved the Sportsman Club to Second and York
Sts., almost beneath the southern end of Newport's
old Central Bridge, where his illicit activities
catered especially to Ohioans who were seeking
"action"24 hours a day. For many years, Newport
city officials did nothing to curtail any of these
coming and goings.

ANDREWS, LORIN. (b. April 29, 1795, East
Windsor Vernon, Conn.; d. September 29, 1868,
Honolulu, Hawaii). By age 10, New England-born
Lorin Andrews, who later became a linguist, an
educator, and a minister, was living in Portage Co.,
Ohio. He attended art school at Jefferson College
in Pennsylvania and studied theology at Princeton
University in New Jersey. As a young man, he
moved to Maysville and worked in the printing of
fice of a newspaper operated by his friend Judge
Lewis Collins, the famed Kentucky historian.
Andrews also taught school in both Maysville and
"up the hill" in nearby Washington, Ky. On August
15, 1827, he married Mary Ann Wilson, daughter
of a former Mason Co. Presbyterian minister. An
drews was also ordained a Presbyterian minister
and became a missionary assigned to the Sandwich
Islands (Hawaii). He and his bride set sail Novem
ber 17, 1827, from Boston, Mass, and arrived, via

Cape Horn, at Honolulu, Hawaii, March 30, 1828.
In 1831 Andrews founded the Lahainaluna

Academy—the first college in Hawaii—on the Ha
waiian island of Maui. This school evolved into

what is now the University of Hawaii at Honolulu.
Early on, Andrews recognized the need to provide
the natives he was trying to convert to Christianity
with a written language of their own. He wrote two
very important books on the subject of the Hawai
ian language:A Vocabulary of Words in the Ha
waiian Language (1836) and A Dictionary of the
Hawaiian Language (1865). In 1845 Hawaii's
King Kamehameha III appointed Andrews a judge
of the island in recognition of his valuable contri
butions to Hawaiian culture. Subsequently, An
drews held the office of secretary in the king's privy

lifetime.

After Anderson died suddenly in July 1834, his
widow, Susan Anderson, claimed dower rights over
the 100 acres on which the slave pen was situated.
She apparently lived there until her death in 1851
and was buried in the adjacent cemetery next to
John W. Anderson and several of their daughters.

council for several different Hawaiian monarchs.

"Log'Slave Pen Won't Let Us Forget." CE, February 8,
2004, A.I.

FRANK

“SCREW’’(b. April 22, 1911, Cincinnati, Ohio; d.
December 21, 1973, Fort Thomas, Ky.) Reputed
underworld crime figure Frank Joseph "Screw"
Andrews was born in the Little Italy section of the
Cincinnati suburb of Walnut Hills. This neighbor
hood was home to many recently arrived Italian
families, including the Martinellis, the LeDonnes,
the Paulos, and the Andriolas, Frank got his start
selling moonshine whiskey and beer illegally to
the African American population of Cincinnati's
West End, but it was in the illegal numbers game
there that he made the most profits. Eventually, the
Andriola family owned Spider's Italian Restaurant
(Spider was Frank's brother), at the southeast cor
ner of Boone and Burbank Sts, in the Little Italy
neighborhood. Life in Little Italy was centered
on Our Lady of Mount Carmel Roman Catholic
Church along MaySt., where Frank Andrews spent
his youth. By the 1940s Andrews had earned the
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Frank "Screw" Andrews, 1962.

He translated the Bible from English into the Ha
waiian language, a language Andrews essentially
had created. He also edited and published the first
newspaper in the Hawaiian Islansds.
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ANDREWS STEEL MILL

Lorin Andrews died in 1868 in Honolulu, at age
73. He was survived by his wife and several children
and grandchildren. His son, also named Lorin An
drews, had died of consumption in August 1858,
and his obituary appeared in the December 5, 1858,
Covington Journal, indicating that the elder Lorin
Andrews continued to have a following, years after
leaving Maysville. Rev. Lorin Andrews, educator,
linguist, minister, newspaperman, and judge, was
buried at that most sacred of all Hawaiian burying
grounds, the Kawaiahao Church Cemetery along
S. King St. in downtown Honolulu, Countless Ken
tucky visitors to the island of Oahu each year drive
past his grave on their way to the beautiful beaches
of Waikiki, not knowing that the body of a former
Northern Kentuckian, who gave the islands their
written language, rests there.
Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.
Covington, Ky. Collins, 1882.
“Lorin Andrews," CJ, December 5, 1858, 2.

Michael R. Sweeney
ANDREWS STEEL MILL. The company that
became the Andrews Steel Mill began in 1858 when
Alexander Swift incorporated the Swift Iron & Steel
Works in Newport, which produced armor plates
and castings. Over the next four decades, the com
pany was sold four times. In 1890 Joseph and Albert
L. Andrews, owners of Globe Iron Roofing & Cor
rugating Company of Cincinnati, bought the iron
and steelworks at a sheriff's auction for $249,000.

The brothers relocated the corrugating operations
of their company to the Newport mill, which would
supply steel sheets for galvanizing and corrugating,
but managed each half of their company as sepa
rate firms. After a Pittsburgh, Pa., supplier of iron
bars raised its prices, the brothers organized the An
drews Steel Company in 1908 to smelt iron bars
themselves at a new plant. The mill, located near

Newport in Wilder, along the Licking River, fea
tured three open-hearth furnaces. The Andrews
brothers also founded the Newport Culvert Com
pany in 1915 to make rust-resistant sewer pipes. The
Andrews Steel Company later diversified into forg
ing billets and oil-well tools. The vertically and hori
zontally integrated Andrews business empire also
included the Hardy Burlington Coal Mine at Haz
ard, thus ensuring that the Andrews businesses
would have a steady supply of inexpensive fuel.
The Andrews brothers were the leading indus
trialists in Campbell Co. at the turn of the 20th cen
tury. They succeeded despite the competitive nature
of the steel industry, the Panic of 1893, and the de
pression that followed. In 1920 Newport and ad
joining Wilder boasted Kentucky's second-largest
concentration of heavy industry, in large part due
to the efforts of the Andrews brothers. They eventu
ally expanded the local steelworks from a 2-mill
operation to 20 hot-mill stands, and their products

Even when ill health forced the closure of her

at 11th and Brighton Sts. in Newport, as well as
plain but sturdy worker housing nearby.

own business in 1991, Angel continued to sell real

In 1921 and 1922, the Andrews Steel Mill was

estate locally through Jim Huff Realty and re

the scene of a prolonged and violent labor strike. In
November 1921 the owners cut wages in an in
creasingly competitive environment, and the

mained a million-dollar salesperson each year until
just before her death in 1997 at University Hospital

union called for a strike. The owners vowed to fire

morial Gardens in Taylor Mill.

any worker who rejected the new wage and insisted
on a non-union ("open") shop. The union and the
city were bitterly torn by the strike, which ended in
a defeat for the union in April 1922. In 1943 the
Andrews family sold their holdings to the Lehman
Brothers brokerage firm of New York City. Over
the next two decades, the company changed hands
several times. It was reorganized as Newport

in Cincinnati. She was buried in Floral Hills Me

Kreimer, Peggy. "Political, Business Pioneer Vera

Angel Dies," KP, January 6, 1997, 1K.
“Riverside Plan Fate's in Balance,” KP, November 5,
iQ68, 1K.

Thorsen, Nancy. “Vera Angel Was Community

Leader." KE, January 10, 1997, B6.
Wing, Paula Angel. Telephone interview by Rebecca
Mitchell Turney, February 19, 2006, Park Hills, Ky.

Steel in 1980.

Rebecca Mitchell Turney
Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky: Otto Zimmerman,

ANN’S ICE BALLS AND ICEHOUSE. Bob

1996.

and Ann Wolburn Bezold were the original own
Margaret Warminski
ANGEL, VERA (b. October 7, 1928, Covington,
Ky; d. January 4, 1997, Cincinnati, Ohio). Vera
Angel paved the way for women to assume posi
tions of leadership in Northern Kentucky business
and politics through her successful real estate ca
reer and by chairing significant professionalboards
and educational campaigns, as well as by her city
governmental service.
Vera Fay Rusk was the daughter of Loren J. and
Clara McNay Rusk. She graduated from Holmes
High School in Covington in 1946 and married
her teenage sweetheart, James Bird Angel, on June
14, 1947.

Vera Angel knew the value of hard work. She
worked as a bookkeeper for a Covington jeweler
and at the Hudepohl Brewing Company before she
began selling real estate from her home in Taylor
Mill, Ky. In 1957 she hungout the first sign for Vera
Angel Realty at Ritte's Corner in Latonia and oper
ated a successful business there for 35 years. She
was Realtor of the Year in 1973, 1975, and 1980 and

served in many positions on the Kenton-Boone
Board of Realtors, eventually becoming its presi
dent in 1979.

Angel also blazed a trail for women in North
ern Kentucky politics. In 1968 she became the first
woman elected to the Covington City Commis
sion, where she served two terms. In 1971 she made

found a global market. According to local historian

an unsuccessful bid for mayor. In 1981 Angelbe
came the first woman president of the Northern
Kentucky Chamber of Commerce. In 1994 she
received the Chamber's prestigious Frontiersman
award for her lifetime of service to the community.
The award is given to individuals with long histo
ries of outstanding service to their professions and
the Northern Kentucky community.
In the civicarena, she was on many boards and
campaigns, especially for Thomas More College,
Northern Kentucky University, Georgetown
College, United Appeal, Goodwill Industries, and

Thomas L. Purvis, “It was through their efforts, that
Newport remained a major center of steel produc
tion in the 20th century, when the industry with
ered in Cincinnati and disappeared from Coving
ton." Joseph Andrews also built the West Side Hotel

was especially active as a member, state director,
and president of the Northern Kentucky chapter of
the American Cancer Society, long before being
diagnosed with cancer herself in 1988.

ers of the establishment that became known as

Ann's Ice Balls and Icehouse. Ann Bezold began
selling her creations from her home on Park Ave.
in Newport before World War I. When her hus
band opened a tavern on Ninth St., where the
Green Derby Restaurant is currently located,
Ann sold ice balls from the rear of the building.
Bob Bezold sold his business in 1940, and Ann
moved her ice-ball stand one block east to the cur

rent building at 28 E. Ninth St., between Orchard
and John Sts. The price of an ice ball in 1919 was
three cents. In the 1950s and 1960s, it cost a nickel;

a dime bought two scoops of syrup in addition, and
for 15 cents one could purchase an ice ball with a
scoop of ice cream in the middle. The ice ball came
in a tapered paper cup, and a small wooden spoon
was provided. Currently, the price of an ice ball is
$1.50. Rick Sacksteder, a relative of Ann Bezold,

who worked at the ice-ball stand during the late
1950s and early 1960s, stated that Ann made all her
own syrups from extracts. The flavors were cherry,
grape, lime, nectar, orange, peach, raspberry, root
beer, strawberry, and sometimes pineapple.
Ann's Ice Balls also sold crushed ice. Gusswin

Buddy Sacksteder operated the icehouse from 1946
until his death in 1963. He usually picked up three
800-pound blocks of ice each day from icehouses in
Newport, Covington, and Cincinnati and crushed
them into 8-pound and 25-pound bags to be sold.
Since Ann Bezold began Ann's Ice Balls, the
business has had several owners, and over the years
additional syrups have been added and other foods
have been sold. Bertha Caudill, who worked in the
store, leased the business after Ann Bezold's death.

Caudill, the owner for 21 years, sold it to Chuck Coff
man of Bellevue. In 1988 it was bought by Ernie
Pretot. In 1996 Tom Bush and his wife, Sylvia, pur
chased the business.

Franzen, Gene. "Ann's Ice Balls a Sweet Newport Tra
dition," KE, June 17, 2001, 1B.

Harper, Molly. “Ice Balls Still the Favorites at Ann's,"
KE, July 13, 1999, 1B.

the Diocesan Catholic Children's Home. She

Rosencrans, Joyce. “Summer's Best Slurp: Couple

Carries on Ice Ball Tradition," CP, July 27, 1988,
!C.

Sacksteder, Rick. Interview by Michael Stull, Decem
ber 8, 2004, Covington, Ky.

ANSWERS IN GENESIS-USA

“7 Spots You Won't Want to Miss,” CE, July 29, 2003,
4E.

Tortora, Andrea. “Summer's Always a Treat for lce
Ball Customers at Ann's,” KE, July 7, 1996, 1B, 1C.
Michael D. Stull

ANSHUTZ, THOMAS P. (b. October 5, 1851,

Newport, Ky., d. June 16, 1912, Fort Washington,
Pa.). Thomas Pollock Anshutz, one of the most in

fluential American painters and art instructors of
the 19th century, was a descendant of the German
religious painter Hermann Anshutz. Thomas was
one of four children born to Jacob and Abigail Jane
Pollock Anshutz, who lived near the Ohio River,

along what is now Third St. in Newport. In later
life, Anshutz said that as a youth he showed no ar
tistic bent but remembered being impressed tre
mendously by a storefront display of artwork in
Cincinnati, pointed out to him by his mother.
When he was about 12 years old, his family moved
from Newport to Wheeling, WVa., and he lived

Academy of Fine Arts and later that year was
awarded the academy's gold medal of honor. He
also won the Walter Lippincott Award that year,
for his painting The Tanagra. Anshutz was a gifted
artist who produced numerous exceptional paint
ings; however, his artwork was never fully appreci
ated, because it was often overshadowed by his
reputation as a teacher. Many experts considered
him a one-picture artist, because they felt that his
1880 painting The Ironworkers at Noontime was
far superior to anything else he had ever done.
Harry Procter of the Procter and Gamble Com
pany used an adaptation of that painting on an
Ivory Soap advertising sign that he displayed in
Fountain Square in Cincinnati. This display is re
puted to be the first example of large-scale outdoor
advertising in the United States. Anshutz won a
gold medal for his artwork at the Buenos Aires In
ternational Exposition in 1910. That same year, he
was named president of the Philadelphia Sketch

Thomas Pollock Anshutz has been called New

had more than 300 staff and more to be hired, mak

port's Duveneck, because of the similarity of their
careers. Two of Anshutz's paintings, On the Ohio

The $27 million Creation Museum, with an antic

At the height of his career, Anshutz developed
a serious heart condition and traveled to Bermuda

where he studied under famous American artist

(1896), are clearly linked to memories of his New
port childhood. A number of Anshutz's students
were among the best American artists of the 20th
century. They include renowned landscape painter
Edward Redfield, Cincinnati-born impressionist
Robert Henri (Robert Henry Cozad), illustrator
John Sloan, photographer-painter Charles Sheller,
and watercolor seascape specialist John Marin.

on both the artwork and the life of Thomas An
shutz. From Eakins, Anshutz learned to observe

carefully the form, anatomy, and movement of the
human body, enabling him to depict realistically
the people in his paintings.
In 1883 Anshutz was appointed Eakins's assis
tant and helped with his anatomy, painting, and

River (ca. 1880) and Steamboat on the Ohio

Claypool, James C. "An Unassuming Painter." En
quirer Magazine, August 4, 1985, 8–10.
Griffin, Randall C. Thomas Anshutz, Artist and

drawing classes. In his new position, Anshutz

Teacher. Huntington, N.Y.: Heckscher Museum,

worked in Eakins's shadow and became increas

1994.

ingly dissatisfied with his mentor's teaching style
and philosophy. Three years later, when Eakins was
charged with the “libertarian handling" of a nude
model in his life class, Eakins resigned and An
shutz was named his successor.

Anshutz married Effie Shriver Russell on Sep
tember 1, 1892, and they had one child, Edward
Russell. Shortly after his marriage, Anshutz en
rolled in the Académie Julian in Paris, France,

where he studied for about three months. In spring
1893 he toured through France, Switzerland, and
England, studying various painting styles. That fall
he returned to his teaching position at the Pennsyl
vania Academy. Anshutz was a patient teacher, al
ways open to new ideas, and was known to lavish
praise on his pupils, rather than criticism.

Jack Wessling

ing it the world's largest apologetics organization.
ipated opening-year attendance of more than
250,000, actually drew over 200,000 museum guests
in fewer than four months, attracting national
and international visitors. This “walkthrough bibli
cal history," from Genesis to the present, includes
70,000 square feet of 150 one-of-a-kindexhibits, ani
matronic dinosaurs, a state-of-the-art digital plane
tarium, a special-effects theater, a children's area, a
plaza with a coffeebar, a Noah's Ark—themed café, a
dragon-themed bookstore, beautiful nature trails
that circle a three-acre lake, and a petting zoo. The
museum opened Memorial Day, May 28, 2007.
Other aspects ofthe AiG-USA ministry include
speeches (numerous speakers presented as many as
a dozen illustrated talks at 300 events in various

cities in 2006); the Answers with Ken Ham radio
ANSWERS IN GENESIS-USA (AiG-USA).

This organization has established its headquar
ters in Northern Kentucky and has founded the
Creation Museum. In 1979 Australian educator
Ken Ham realized that most Christians were not

equipped to provide answers to a "doubting world"
in the age of science. So Ham left his position as a
public school science teacher in Queensland, Aus
tralia, and began speaking full-time on creation/
evolution and biblical-authority issues.
At the invitation of the Institute for Creation

shutz was awarded a silver medal for his portrait of
John Trask. In 1909 he replaced famous American

Research in San Diego, Calif., Ham and his family
moved to the United States in January 1987. In late
1993 Ham and two colleagues, Mark Looy and
Mike Zovath, founded a nonprofit organization
initially called Creation Science Ministries. Within
a year, the board renamed it Answers in Genesis

artist William Merritt Chase as director of the

(AiG).

At the 1904 St. Louis World Fair, Thomas An

fices in Florence. The location was considered stra

in an effort to regain his health. He attempted to
return to teaching in fall 1911, but his heart condi
tion worsened, and he was hospitalized for about a
month. Anshutz died in his Fort Washington, Pa.,
home at age 60 and was buried in Hillside Ceme
tery in Hillside, Pa.

Club.

Brooklyn, N.Y., where he lived with his uncle and
aunt Peters for about two years. His uncle, who
worked for the Brooklyn Times, suggested that
Anshutztrain to be an artist, after seeing his paint
ings of boats along the Ohio River.
In Brooklyn Anshutz attended the National
Academy of Design. Although he was not im
pressed with either the instructors or the curricu
lum, he stayed at that school for about two years,
under the tutelage of Lemuel Everett Wilmarth. He
then transferred to the Philadelphia Sketch Club,

the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, Anshutz
followed him. Thomas Eakins had a major impact

In 1994 Ham, Looy, and Zovath moved their
families to Northern Kentucky to establish the
new headquarters of the organization, renting of
tegic because almost two-thirds of America's pop
ulation lives within 650 miles of the region and
because there were plans for a creation museum.
In the mid-1990s, AiG-USA was searching for
land in Northern Kentucky on which to build acre
ation museum and new headquarters for its speak
ing ministry, radio program, and World WideWeb
outreach. The organization was constantly in the
local news as it received strident opposition from
evolutionists and others opposed to rezoning ef
forts. The controversy soon made national and
even international headlines(it was reported in the
London Times). One local newspaper reader, even
though he was not well acquainted with AiG-USA,
became so concerned about the way the organiza
tion was being attacked that his family gave a $1
million gift for the museum.
In 2004 AiG-USA had grown to nearly 100
staff working out offour rented offices in Northern
Kentucky. In September of that year, all employees
moved into one building (next to the Creation Mu
seum) that AiG-USA now owns, on 49 acres along
I-275, just west of the Cincinnati/Northern Ken
tucky International Airport.
By 2008 AiG-USA and its Creation Museum

there with his aunts until 1871. Then he moved to

Thomas Eakins. When his mentor left to teach at
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program (broadcast on more than 1,000 radio sta
tions worldwide every weekday); the Answers in
Genesis Web site, which received the Website of the

Year award from the National Religious Broadcast
ers (NRB) for 2006 (it had nearly 1.6 million visits
each month); the Answers magazine (over 50,000
subscribers) and other teaching resources; and dis
tribution of hundreds of faith-building and evan
gelistic materials through its online bookstore.
Answers in Genesis. www.answersingenesis.org (ac
cessed April 8, 2006).
“Creation Museum Is TakingShape in Boone County.”
KP. September 26, 2005, 1K.
“Creation Museum Raises $20 Million," KE, January
15, 2006, 3B.

“Evolution of a Creation Museum,” SC, July 11,
2004, 5A.

Pam Sheppard
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ANTI-GERMAN HYSTERIA, 1917–1920

ANTI-GERMAN HYSTERIA, 1917–1920.

Throughout the United States, including Northern
Kentucky, there was a climate of anti-German hys
teria during World War I and shortly thereafter.
Although the federal and state governments vali
dated the anti-German mind-set with new discrim

inatory laws and by discriminatory actions, it was
often private organizations that encouraged the
view. In Covington the Citizens Patriotic League
(CPL), a vigilante-type organization with more than
1,000 members, had that effect. One of its actions
was to force reluctant citizens (most often of Ger

man descent) to buy Liberty Bonds.
The CPL was also involved in attempts to pro
mote patriotism. It warned of punishments if peo
ple were found to be pro-German, posted signs in
the windows of residents who it believed were

subscribing to German newspapers, and success
fully protested the distribution of two Cincinnati
German-language papers in Covington. Mobs of
up to 200 participants traveled around posting
signs and encouraging contributions to the war ef
fort. The CPL alone was directly involved in bring
ing about 17 indictments against perceived Ger
man supporters, and these self-styled vigilantes
helped create an atmosphere that contributed to
many more indictments.
Among the CPL strategies were direct physical
attacks and spying on individuals it believed to be
disloyal. This hate organization rarely suffered
legal repercussions for its actions, for a variety of
reasons; one was that at least some of the officials in

the state judicial apparatus were members of the
CPL. The CPL’s best-known member was Ste

phens Blakely, who was the commonwealth at
torney for Kenton Co. He was directly involved in
two infamous CPL incidents.

In the first episode, Blakely assaulted Joseph
Grote on June 5, 1918. Blakely entered a bar, called
Grote a series of names, accused him of being pro
German, and then hit him repeatedly. The occur
rence did not come to light until 1919, when Grote
sued Blakely and some others in civil court for as
sault and conspiracy. The trial began in December
1920, more than two years after the war had ended.
Blakely's attorneys tried to tar Grote with a brush
of anti-Americanism, while Grotes attorneys tried
to keep individuals who had been members of the
CPL off the jury.
Blakely's five codefendants all denied the
charges. Blakely took a more direct route, admitting
the assault but attempting to justify it. He claimed
that he had been threatened for his patriotism and
that German newspapers had been found in the bar
where the assault happened. He admitted slapping
Grote but denied cursing him. In the course of the
trial, other assaults and threats by members of the
CPL were disclosed, and witnesses also told offorced

contributions by people targeted by the CPL.
The judge instructed the jurors that they must
find Blakely guilty, because Blakely had admitted
to the assault, and that damages of at least one cent
had to be awarded. The jury deliberated for four
and a half hours, freed all six defendants of the

charge of conspiracy, and found only Blakely guilty
on the charge of assault, awarding exactly one cent

in damages. The deliberations had taken so long be
cause several of the jurors did not want to give Grote
anything; two of the jurors, even after the long de
liberations, did not sign the verdict. The jury also
donated one cent to Blakely, so that he could pay
Grote. Many citizens in the community showed
their agreement, sending pennies to Blakely to help
him pay the fine.

wiretap to convict a person without approval of the
tap by any court, and the way the evidence was
gathered was not even an issue. The appeals court
held that these men constituted a clear and present
danger and so could be constrained. The court also
held that the private conversations would inevita
bly spread beyond the shoe shop (even though they
had not yet done so, which was what necessitated

The second well-known incident resulted in a

the electronic surveillance) and so could be re

series of legal cases that ultimately reached the U.S.
Supreme Court. It began in the shoeshop of Charles
Schobergat Ritte's Corner in Latonia. Schoberg was
an American citizen who by all accounts had been
very supportive of his community for years. He had
served in a variety of positions, including town
marshaland city council member. Atage66, he was
far past draft age. During the war some people sus
pected that Schoberg, who had German ancestry
(he had immigrated with his parents at the age of
five), was pro-German. However, whenever anyone
entered his shop, the conversation was unrelated to
the war. The CPL hired a detective agency to moni
tor the conversations via a listening device placed
inside the shop. The group was able to gain access to
plant the device on a pretext that the wiring in the
shop needed repair. The bug did not record voices;
it merely amplified them. Someone always had to
be present to listen to the device and write down
notes on what was said that was antiwar. Only anti

stricted. An appeal was made to the U.S. Supreme
Court, but that Court declined to hear the case.

The three men served about six months in a prison
in West Virginia before being pardoned. Schoberg
and Feltman returned to Covington and lived out
their lives there, being accepted back into society.
Kruse, however, was apparently bankrupted by the
ordeal and moved to Florida. It should be noted

that the only proof of unpatriotic speech was the
notes of the detectives, who could have written

down anything they pleased. These cases demon
strate the havoc that wartime hysteria caused in
Northern Kentucky, even within the legal system.
Many small towns also had waves of anti
German prejudice. It will neverbeknown how many
people of Germanic heritage were painted with yel
low paint, ridden out of town on rails, tarred and
feathered, or had oil thrown into their wells. Some
times such activities would merit a short mention in

seven people, including Schoberg, were indicted,
and the CPL had them arrested on July 4, 1918, in a
wartime circuslike atmosphere. About 400 people
packed the courthouse to hear the evidence read.
Besides Schoberg, the leading defendants were
J. Henry Kruse, a brewer and city leader in Latonia
who had a street named after him, and Henry Felt
man, a wealthy tobacco merchant. Kruse street in

the local paper, but rarely ifever did the reporter dis
agree with the actions taken or comment negatively
about the perpetrators ofthe crimes.
Anti-German hysteria was prevalent from 1917
to 1920 throughout much of the United States, es
pecially in those regions that had high German
populations. One positive note in Kentucky was
that when the Kentucky legislature passed a bill
forbidding the teaching of German as a language
in the schools, Governor Augustus Stanley (1915–

Latonia was renamed James Ave. after the indict

1919) vetoed the bill.

war comments were recorded. Based on these notes,

ments were handed down. The cases were tried in

Charles B. Schoberg v. U.S. Records and Briefs, Case

August 1918, and Schoberg's was heard first. The
32 counts against Schoberg charged him with say
ing things like “According to newspaper reports,
the Allies had Germany whipped four years ago, if
we believe them, but they haven't and never will”
and "This is a damn war for money. If it were not
for the damn Bonds and Thrift Stamps we would
not be in this war. Somebody is getting rich. Not
me that is a cinch.” Schoberg hired two prominent
attorneys, who tried to argue that private speech
was protected under the First Amendment and
that Schoberg had been patriotic. But Schoberg
was convicted in a four-day trial and sentenced to
10 years in prison. Feltman was tried for using
similar language and was convicted quickly as
well, being sentenced to 7 years and a $40,000 fine
(approximately equivalent to a half million dollars
today). Kruse was tried, convicted, and sentenced
to 5 years in jail. Besides the private nature of the
conversations, it was also brought out that these
men had purchased varying but significant
amounts of war bonds; Feltman had contributed

$45,000 to the purchasing of bonds.
All three men appealed their convictions to the
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, which upheld their
convictions. It was not illegal at the time to use a
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ANTISLAVERY. In the 19th century, the term
antislavery was applied to anyone who held the be
lief that the institution of slavery should be ended,
either immediately or gradually. Antislavery was
an umbrella term that included abolitionists,

gradual emancipationists, and colonizationists.

ANTISLAVERY

Antislavery movements in Kentucky have been
characterized by historians of slavery as Caucasian
experiences, each new intellectual concept captur
ing attention, galvanizing sporadic actions, and
then running out of steam. Biographies of Henry
Clay, Cassius Marcellus Clay, John G. Fee, Robert
J. and William L. Breckinridge, and even John
Speed champion the antislavery credentials of each
of these prominent Kentuckians. Yet in spite of
nearly continuous antislavery activity from 1830
to 1860 by some of Kentucky's leading social and
political figures, slavery as an institution was
stronger and more widely fixed in the state in 1860
than it was in 1830.

Several recent histories recall free people of
color, including Elijah Anderson, John P. Parker,
George De Baptiste, Sheldon Morris, and Washing
ton Spradling, who provided aid to fugitive slaves.
It has even been reported that a few slaves living in
Kentucky aided other slaves during escapes. Arnold
Gragston in Bracken Co., Richard Daly at Hunters
Bottom, Uncle Simon and Ben Swain at Hender

son, and Uncle Elias at Catlettsburg.
The only continuous antislavery activities from
1780 to 1860 in Kentucky involved free people of
color and slaves themselves. The black antislavery
position required direct action—to purchase the
slave's freedom, to escape to freedom or aid others
in their escape to freedom, and to resist slavery in
place. These actions alone did not overturn the in
stitution of slavery, but they gave hundreds of slaves
a free life and helped to injure slave owners eco
nomically. Neither the white antislavery pamphlets
and conventions nor the pinpricks of black activ
ism, however, were successful in removing slavery
from Kentucky's soil. That required a bloody Civil
War, the defeat of the Confederacy, and passage of
the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
When Rev. David Rice stormed out of the 1792

Kentucky rose from 40,843 in 1800 to 126,742 in
1820. In those twenty years, the slave system won
out in Kentucky through overt political power of
the landed gentry and failure of the yeoman farm
ers to perceive that slavery was detrimental to their
own welfare. The state's planter class took controlas
magistrates, as judges, and as elected legislators,
senators, and governors; and large sections of mid
dle Kentucky became Whig in their political lean
ings, Henry Clay territory. Most significantly, prop
erty rights, that is, over land and slaves, acquired
the significance of a religious dogma standing
above justice, mercy, and equality under God.
Yet in those same twenty years, the Second
Great Awakening in religion sent evangelistic trem
ors through and around mainstream Protestant
denominations in Kentucky. Religiosity spread
chiefly through the yeoman classes into the state.
This religious awakening originated with the Sepa
rate and Freewill Baptist denominations that
sprang from George Whitfield and Stubal Stearns;
with the Pentecostal experience of Presbyterians,
Methodists, and Reformed Baptists at Cane Run in
Kentucky in 1801 and subsequent tent revivals;
with the peeling away from the Presbyterians by the
Associate Reformed and the Cumberland Presby
terians and by the Rankinites; and with the separa
tion from the Methodists of the Methodist Protes

tants and later the Wesleyans. In all this turmoil,
many Kentuckians found slavery incompatible
with their new heightened sense of divine purpose;
they decided that slavery was evil and was bringing
harm to the new nation. The contemporary ques
tion, therefore, was what to do about the problem.
Between 1800 and 1827, a number of second

generation Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, and
Reformed preachers advocated moral persuasion
to convince slaveholders that they should free their
slaves in their wills and leave sufficient land or fi

State Constitutional Convention at Danville, the

nancial resources so that the slaves could make a

first antislavery movement in Kentucky involving
whites had already reached its political zenith. Rice
was among the early white Presbyterian, Baptist,
and Methodist preachers and elders attempting to
keep a perpetual slavery system out of Kentucky.
For the early settlement in Kentucky, there were
two models, that of the Northwest Territory just to

passage in the activities, during the 1790s, of lead
ers of the Concord Presbyterian Church, located in

living in Kentucky or go to the North. A few of
these ministers advocated educating slaves for fu
ture freedom, baptizing slaves, and identifying
trustworthy slaves who could function as elders
and deacons for separate black congregations.
For the Baptists the issue came to a head at
Mount Sterling, between 1803 and 1806, in the per
son of David Barrow, a minister in the Separate Bap
tist tradition who served the Mount Sterling, Gos
hen, and Lulbegrud churches. Through political
pressure from the Regular Baptists of the Elkhorn
Baptist Association and their fledgling Bracken
Baptist Association, David Barrow was expelled
from the North District Baptist Association in 1806
for advocating the gradual emancipation of slaves
and the eventual abolition of slavery itself
Barrow not only preached continuously against
slavery, but healso published British Baptist Thomas
Clarkson's Essay on Slavery and Commerce of the
Human Species, a 1785 treatise that greatly influ

Bourbon (later Harrison) Co.

enced U.S. abolitionists. Barrow himself wrote In

During the first three decades of the 19th cen
tury, the Virginia planter system that had been
brought to Kentucky by the children of the Virginia
gentry solidified through landholdings and politi
cal power. And the number of slaves imported into

voluntary, Unmerited, Perpetual, Absolute, He
reditary Slavery Examined on the Principles of
Nature, Reason, Justice, Policy, and Scripture,
which was printed in 1808 by John Bradford at Lex
ington. That same year, Barrow joined Carter Tar

the north across the Ohio River, which was estab

lished free of slavery in 1787, and the Virginia
model, which institutionalized slavery for people
of African descent.

The passage of Article 9 in the 1792 Kentucky
Constitution, over the objections of sixteen white
preachers and lay leaders, permitted slave owners
to bring their slaves into Kentucky and gave local
jurisdictions authority to regulate slavery. Rev.
John Rankin's short Memoir of Samuel Donnell
describes some of the efforts to defeat Article 9's
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rant and founded the Baptized Licking-Locust As
sociation, Friends of Humanity, also known as the
Emancipation Baptists. The Baptized Licking
Locust Association, Friends of Humanity, included
the Licking Locust, Gilgal, and Bracken Baptist
churches from the Bracken Baptist Association and
Lawrence Creek Baptist Church from Mason Co.
Some slave owners in Kentucky decided to
manumit their slaves because of religious convic
tions. However, since the average number of slaves
per owner in Kentucky was generally not large,
these separate individual actions by white slave
holders did not significantly reduce the number of
slaves held statewide. In the entire period from
1799 to 1868 in Bracken Co. in Northern Kentucky,
for example, slaveholders filed only 156 emancipa
tion records in the courthouse, 14 of them in 1834–

1836 by Arthur Thome of Augusta. In Owen Co. in
1847, Susan Herndon Rogers freed 10 slaves, the
Locust family, and gave them 403 acres known as
Free Station, or Mountain Island. Her brother

James Herndon executed a bond in 1853 for
$21,000 in order to have his 22 slaves manumitted.

The Vinegar, Smith, and Carroll families divided
125 acres at Mountain Island (see Theodore Vin

egar). By 1827 the emancipation movement in
Kentucky that had been spurred on by the Great
Awakening ran out of steam; as the movement's
leaders died or moved away, the impact of moral
persuasion proved anemic.
It was Kentuckian Henry Clay, long an advo
cate of gradual emancipation, who in 1817 stimu
lated the founding of the national American Colo
nization Society, an idea originally floated in 1800
by Thomas Jefferson and James Monroe. But not
until 1823 were the first of the local colonization

societies created in Kentucky. Even though there
were few free people of color in the state in those
early years, white slaveholders continuously tried
to get them to leave, fearing that these freedmen
would inspire blacks who were in bondage to seek
freedom. Colonization was fundamentally an an
swer to the reality that if slavery ended, the South
would have hundreds of thousands of freed slaves,

a nightmarescenario to the whites who dominated
and controlled the slave system. Colonization as
an antislavery concept built on the underlying rac
ism and fear within the white power structure.
Many historians described the reaction of
slaveholders to the Nat Turner Rebellion in Vir

ginia in 1831 as a near hysteria that swept through
the entire South, producing far more stringent
controls on slaves and heightening fears that free
blacks might become agitators. In step with these
times, contemporary newspapers in Kentucky, in
cluding some in Northern Kentucky, regularly
published sensationalized accounts of all slave re
volts in the United States and in the Caribbean.
Colonization, then, had more to do with white

fear of freed blacks than it did with ending slavery.
Through Clay's legislative skills and support from
many of the Southern delegations, the federal gov
ernment was persuaded to purchase land in Africa.
Kentucky's colonization leaders—Henry Clay, Rob
ert J. Breckinridge, William L. Breckinridge, John
C. Underwood, some Old School Presbyterian
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congregations, and some Methodist Episcopal
Church congregations—embraced the colonization
concepts, because colonization would rid Ken
tucky of two perceived evils: perpetual slavery and
the fact that the nation had 250,000 freed blacks.

By sending all blacks back to Africa, Kentucky and
the nation would be able to eliminate their race

problem. Moreover, by supporting gradual eman
cipation, Kentucky slaveholders would continue to
benefit from their slaves economically until prop
erly compensated for their “loss of property." The
only problem with the often-debated scenarios of
the colonization movement was that the free peo
ple of color living in Kentucky did not want to go
to Africa. In the thirty years of colonization activ
ity, Kentucky sent only 658 freed blacks to Africa,
and some of them returned. Maysville had an ac
tive colonization society. In May 1827 it met at the
Presbyterian Meeting House and elected the fol
lowing officers: Adam Beatty, John Chambers,
Rev. John T. Edgar, William Huston Jr., and An
drew M. January. In addition, Johnston Armstrong,
Lewis Collins, Peter Grant, James Morris, Capt.
Thomas Nicholson, Isaac Outten, Maj. Valentine
Peers, James M. Runyon, Francis Taylor, and Rev.
Walter Warder were chosen as managers.
Many, if not most, of the early antislavery peo
ple left Kentucky as soon as the land title offices
opened in Indiana and Illinois. They found them
selves neighbors to fiercely antislavery farmers
from Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, and up
state New York, and among these antislavery people
in Indiana and Illinois, early runaway slaves found
individuals willing to give them food, rough shel
ter, and directions to another safe place. By mid
1824 several friendly communities aiding runaway
slaves dotted the shoreline across from Kentucky
on the north side of the Ohio River—Vevay and
Pleasant Township in Switzerland Co., Ind., the
Free Will Baptists, the Methodist Protestants, and
the Universalists of Aurora and of Dearborn Co.,
Indiana; and the Seceder and Associate Reformed

Presbyterians of South Hanover, Carmel, and Ryk
ers Ridge outside Madison, Ind. In Ohio, major as
sisting communities for runaway slaves were form
ing in Clermont and Brown counties.
As people migrated from North Carolina and
eastern Tennessee into and through Kentucky, in
formation about the Quaker- and Separate Baptist—
inspired manumission societies filtered into Ken
tucky. A total of 89 manumission societies had
been established by 1830 in the Virginia and Caro
lina tidewater cities and in Tennessee. There were

50 manumission societies in North Carolina, and

25 societies, totaling 1,000 members, were formed
in eastern Tennessee, particularly in the area
around Jonesboro. Quaker abolitionists trans

ported hundreds of former slaves, purchased as
intact families or manumitted by slave owners un
der the proviso that these freedmen would be taken
out of the South. Soon free black agricultural com
munities emerged all along the southern regions of
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. Each of these commu

nities became a haven for runaway slaves.
Runaways found shelter among Kentucky's
free blacks who had been brought or sent or who

had migrated naturally into the Northwest Terri
tory. In 1821 E. S. Abdy, a British scholar, found
runaway slaves hiding among formerly enslaved
Kentuckians at Graysville, near Hanover, Ind.
Whites and free blacks who migrated to Kentucky
were often guided by evangelistic religious denom
inations, were natural adherents of antislavery so

James Gillespie Birney's antislavery newspaper
press in Cincinnati was not an infringement of
U.S. constitutional rights, but rather showed that
even in Ohio the vast majority of citizens objected
to formation of the Philanthropist, an avowed
antislavery newspaper. Underground Railroad
agents; John G. Fee's Kentucky congregations in

cieties of the late 1830s, were often activists in the

Bracken, Madison, and Lewis counties; Berea Col

emerging Underground Railroad, and became
promoters of antislavery political parties.

lege in Kentucky; the Liberty Party; and the Indi
ana and Ohio Anti-Slavery societies all, in turn,
were portrayed by these newspapers as irresponsi
ble agitation by outsiders interfering in Kentucky's
affairs. Were the newspapers representing prevail
ing sentiment among Kentucky's citizens or goad
ing latent prejudices into action? The arguments
cut both ways, according to recent historians.
In the debates leading up to the 1849 Kentucky
Constitutional Convention, 475 supporters of con
stitutional emancipation met in 1848 at Maysville
in Mason Co. However, the antislavery resolution
they drafted at this meeting was in reality a princi
pal plank of the colonizationists—a plan for grad
ual emancipation and immediate colonization
rather than the outright repeal of slavery that the
early antislavery adherents desired.
During the 1850s, abolitionists in Indiana and
Ohio concluded it was time to press hard for an
end to slavery in the United States. The “Slave

In the river counties north of the Ohio River,

Universalists, Free Will Baptists, and Seceder and
Associate Reformed Presbyterians—all denomina
tions that promoted true equality and declared
that slavery was the root of evil in the American
political system—had only a modest influence as
religious denominations on both sides of the Ohio
River, but they clearly had a major impact on those
individuals choosing to aid fugitive slaves.
Prior to 1838, when local and statewide anti

slavery societies were formed in Indiana and Ohio,
aid to fugitive slaves was handled informally by
small cells of antislavery black and white families
who had relatives or trusted friends farther north.

Even with regular meetings and attempts to create
secure routes to handle increasing numbers of run
away slaves, the so-called Underground Railroad
was never very well organized and continued to rely
on experienced free black conductors such as Elijah
Anderson and John P. Parker to bring large num
bers of runaway slaves out of Kentucky to freedom.
Cheryl LaRoche's recent work comparing and
contrasting free black agricultural communities in
southern Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio concluded that

harboring and aiding runaway slaves was a natural
activity, an extension of the blacks own experiences
as former slaves and now freedmen. She also points
out the significance of Bishop William Paul Quinn's
evangelism on behalfoſthe African Methodist Epis
copal(A.M.E.) Church, ofthefoundingofaggressive
antislavery churches, and of Prince Hall Masonic
orders as components in establishing successful Un
derground Railroad routes. A.M.E. congregations
in Kentucky–Quinn Chapel in Louisville, St. James
in Lexington, St. John in Frankfort, and Bethel in
Shelbyville—as wellasthe Mill Creek A.M.E. Church
in Cincinnati, were all associated with black aboli

tionist and Underground Railroad activities.
Alarmed by the large free black community at
Cincinnati and the economic loss of slaves along
the Ohio River, Northern Kentucky newspapers
maintained a steady drumbeat over the 1840s and
1850s portraying abolitionists and free people of
color with extreme proslavery prejudice. The 1829
and 1841 race riots at Cincinnati were offered as

proof that blacks could not make good citizens,
while ignoring that Kentucky invaders and white
troublemakers had brought about this violence,
even to the point of employing cannons against the
black community of Cincinnati. The 1834 Lane
Seminary debates in Cincinnatiby Theodore Weld,
James Bradley, and others were not reported as
being challenges to slavery as an institution but
rather as examples of unruly and disruptive ele
ments among the seminary's students. To Ken
tucky newspapers, the 1836 mob violence against

Power" of Southern states had broken the Missouri

Compromise and was in the process of extending
slavery beyond the Mississippi River; no Southern
state seemed likely to abandon institutional slavery
on its own, a point driven home further when the
institution of slavery was reaffirmed by Kentucky's
new state constitution in 1850.

Immediatists in Indiana and Ohio split, how
ever, on the means. Boycotting Southern products,
actively supporting the Underground Railroad,
political action through the Liberty and Free Soil
Parties, and creating communities sympathetic to
Northern views on slavery—such as John G. Fee
had done at Berea—in the midst of Southerners

were some of the concepts followed. On the na
tional level, abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison
disapproved of any action other than moral per
suasion. Although Fee's Berea plan was attractive
to the Garrisonites, many Northern abolitionists
believed that only through political action would
slavery ever be overturned. James G. Birney turned
from gradualism to outright abolition in what he
advocated as a leader of the Liberty Party. Salmon
P. Chase of Ohio and many of the Indiana leaders
pushed the Free Soil Party's agenda to prevent fur
ther encroachment of slavery in the western terri
tories. Infuriated by passage of the 1850 Fugitive
Slave Act, these abolitionists helped to influence
the nomination of Abraham Lincoln for U.S. presi
dent by the new Republican Party in 1860.
Direct political action to overturn slavery took
many forms. Levi Coffin championed a boycott
system whereby Northerners and others who were
against slavery would refuse to buy Southern prod
ucts made from slave labor. His store in Cincinnati

sold goods made by free labor and eliminated
cotton products, among many other agricultural
products tied to the economy of the South. The
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American Missionary Society tried to distribute
thousands of Bibles and antislavery tracts in the
South through colporteurs, religious men and
women who traveled with suitcases and satchels

full of what proslavery forces in the South termed
“incendiary literature." John G. Fee was very much
associated with colporteurs in Central Kentucky.
Eli Thayer and John C. Underwood are credited
with pushing the American Missionary Society's
activity beyond colporteurs to promote and finance
the concept of "northern emigrant communities."
This direct action placed Northern abolitionist
Christians in the middle South and in the disputed
western territories to modelegalitarian societies so
that slave owners could be shown how freedmen

might act if they were educated and treated as citi
zens. The emigrant community established in Kan
sas in the 1850s, so much associated with John

Brown and the Missouri raids, was the first attempt
to test these ideas. The emigrant community estab
lished at Ceredo, WVa., near Ashland, Ky., was a far
more successful venture, focusing on mining and
milling as a profit center. But in Kentucky the most
famous and controversial of these abolitionist ef

forts was the failed community John G. Fee tried to
establish in 1859 at Berea that also included a coed

ucational, integrated college. Located on lands
granted by Cassius M. Clay, both the planned aboli
tionist colony and the college were immediately
targeted by proslavery forces angered by John
Brown's October 1859 violent raid on Harpers
Ferry, Va., and Fee and his colleagues were forced to
flee across the Ohio River.

Typical of the reaction in Kentucky to the ex
pulsion of Fee and his associates was a resolution
on January 21, 1860, at a meeting at Orangeburg in
Mason Co., declaring: “No Abolitionist has the
right to establish himself in the slaveholding com
munity and disseminate opinions and principles
destructive of the tranquility and safety.” North
erners, therefore, should look to their own salva
tion and leave Kentuckians alone.

Antebellum newspapers in Northern Kentucky
aligned with either the Whig Party or the Demo

ventures: their newspaper, the Philanthropist, to
be printed at Danville, and a postal campaign to
send 1 million pieces of antislavery literature
throughout the South. Danville literally ran Bir
ney and his antislavery publication out of town.
Ironically, Birney's father had supported Rev. Da
vid Rice, a Presbyterian minister, in attempting to
keep slavery out of Kentucky at the state's 1792
constitutional convention.

Undaunted, Birney published the first issue of
the Philanthropist on January 1, 1836, at New
Richmond, Ohio, opposite Campbell Co. He later
moved the paper to Cincinnati, where an angry
mob destroyed the press on July 30, 1836. Birney
continued publication of a paper with widespread
support among antislavery people in the northwest
states. Editorially, the Philanthropist broke with
William Lloyd Garrison's emphasis on moral per
suasion and actively encouraged political action.
Birney founded the Liberty Party and ran for pres
ident in 1840 and again in 1844. Most of the lead
ing antislavery people in the nation contributed
articles to the Philanthropist.
Northern Kentucky made its own contribution
to the establishment and printing of an antislavery
newspaper through William S. Bailey's Newport
News, which began publication in 1839 at New
port in Campbell Co. Editorially, Bailey was a one
man show, championing the economic interests of
working-class people and claiming that slavery di
minished their chances to earn decent wages. He
was not at all interested in religious motivations to
end slavery. As a result, abolitionists such as John
G. Fee prevented the American Missionary Society
from sending funds to Bailey after his newspaper
press was burned out by arson. Bailey later traveled
to New England and England seeking funds to re
start his presses.
Some of the national antislavery newspapers
found a few subscribers in Kentucky, especially in
the cities; most of their influence, though, was
through the antislavery societies in Ohio and Indi
ana. The truth was that the Kentucky educational
system was so poor in quality that few yeomen could

cratic Party and treated news about runaway slaves,

read or write. Ironically, it was the landed gentry, the

slave uprisings, and Underground Railroad activi
ties as crime stories. They also reported legislative
acts of Congress concerning slavery and foreign

slaveholders, who educated their children.

news about the African slave trade and announced

local meetings of abolition, proslavery, or coloniza
tion society meetings. In the 1840s and 1850s,
Democratic newspapers took a decidedly antiblack
position, running alarmist news stories about the
Patrick Doyleslave revolt, Margaret Garner's trial
in Cincinnati for murdering her child, the Hender
son slave revolt, runaway slave recaptures, and,
whenever possible, examples of escaped slaves who
returned to their masters voluntarily. The villains
in these articles were always Northern agitator abo
litionists. Free blacks were characterized as buf

foons, criminals, or puffed up by self-importance
and by “trying to imitate their betters."
In 1835 James Gillespie Birney, a slave owner
who emancipated his slaves that year, and 40 oth
ers founded the Kentucky chapter of the American
Anti-Slavery Society and announced plans for two

Even though Abraham Lincoln had been born
in Kentucky, his candidacy for president in 1860,
seen by his critics as being antislavery and anti
Southern, was immensely unpopular in Northern
Kentucky. All three of the other candidates out
polled the Republican Lincoln in Kentucky. The
old-line Whig constituencies tended to favor John
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with rumors afloat that the Union Army was pro
posing enlistment of black slaves and freedmen,
and with many Kentuckians serving in Confeder
ate Army units, the total vote in the state was sup
pressed significantly. Differences within the region
were exaggerated in the 1864 election. Although
McClelland won Kentucky, Lincoln actually won
in Kenton and Campbell counties, albeit with a
suspicious and remarkable 107% of eligible voters
in Campbell Co. By 1864 the overwhelming issues
centered on the individual voter's support for the
Union or the Confederacy as well as resentment
about Kentucky's continued treatment as a hostile
region under military rule. A vote in Kentucky
for or against Abraham Lincoln now had more to
do with current political issues; the importance of
the antislavery movement in Kentucky had been
eclipsed.
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Bell, the Constitutional Unionist from Tennessee,

while the Democratic vote split in Kentucky.
native-son John C. Breckinridge, the Southern
Democrat, picked up the old Andrew Jacksonites,
and Stephen Douglas of Illinois, the Northern
Democrat, captured the national Democratic vote.
Only in the urban communities of Covington and
Newport did Lincoln poll respectable numbers in
Northern Kentucky in the 1860 election. Just across
the Ohio River, both Ohio and Indiana gave major
support to the election of Abraham Lincoln and the
new Republican Party ticket. Four years later in
1864, with Kentucky under military occupation,

Diane Perrine Coon

APPALACHIANS. Appalachians are people
from Appalachia, which is currently defined by the
federal Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC)
as a 200,000-square-mile region that includes 23
million people in 410 counties, encompassing all
of West Virginia and parts of 12 other states: Ala
bama, Georgia, Kentucky, Maryland, Mississippi,
New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
South Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia. The ARC
definition does not include any of the 11 counties
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of Northern Kentucky; however, Northern Ken
tucky has been an important recipient of Appala
chian migrants, who have enriched its cultural
landscape.
Many Appalachians are descended from
Scotch-Irish immigrants who came to America
during the mid-1700s, mostly to the southern colo
nies. The Scotch-Irish were markedly different
from the English lowlanders who had settled New
England. They were a fierce, warlike people of tra
ditional Norse-Gaelic society who, for generations,
had populated the private armies of borderlords in
the northern and western sections of the British

Isles. By English standards, they were considered
uncouth and barbaric; the Scotch-Irish, for their

part, had despised the English for centuries. There
fore, English colonists reasoned that the Scotch
Irish would make excellent buffers between the
settled eastern-seaboard colonies and the Ameri

can Indians to the west on the Appalachian fron
tier. The Colonial governments did whatever was
necessary to induce the Scotch-Irish to settle along
the Appalachian frontier.
By the 18th century, Appalachians were already
a culturally and racially diverse population, as
German immigrants and African Americans set
tled alongside American Indians and the Scotch
Irish. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Ap
palachia became even more diverse, with influxes
of Mediterranean and eastern Europeans who im
migrated to work in the lumber camps and the coal
mines.

The Industrial Revolution of the late 19th cen

tury spurred demand for the extensivelumber, coal,
and iron resources of Appalachia. Increasingly,
speculators from outside the region purchased tim
ber and mineral rights from its residents, often pay
ing substantially less than their true value. This new
absentee-owned, sometimes called neocolonial,

economy subjected Appalachians to market condi
tions beyond their control, reduced many to the
status of wage-earners, endangered coal miners by
unsafe working conditions, led to erosion and de
facement oftheland, and fueled the development of
dire poverty, now stereotypically associated with
Appalachia.
Large numbers of Appalachians joined the U.S.
military to fight in both world wars, and this expo
sure to the larger world emboldened many of them
to move to industrial cities, including Covington,
Newport, and Cincinnati, in search of employ
ment. During World War II, the war industries of
Northern Kentucky, including Newport's massive
steel mills (see Andrews Steel Mill; Newport
Steel), recruited workers. After the war, as oil, nat

ural gas, and other forms of energy became more
popular and as coal mining became more mecha
nized, unemployed miners joined their relatives in
cities to take up manufacturing jobs. In the 20-year
period 1940–1960, more than 7 million Appala
chians left home to find jobs in industrial centers.
Initially, Appalachians took their place at the
bottom of the socioeconomic ladder in Northern

Kentucky. Lack of education and marketable skills
prompted many to accept low-paying jobs. Hous
ing was found in crowded, decaying inner-city

neighborhoods where they lived in extended family
groups, attempting to recreate the stability of their
Appalachian communities. Previously established
ethnic groups in Northern Kentucky did not always
accept the new migrants with open arms and often
failed to understand their customs. They referred to
the newcomers by pejorative epithets such as “hill
billy,” “cracker,” “briar,” or the anagram “PI.W.A.T."
(Poor, Inbred, White, Appalachian Trash).
Within the Northern Kentucky region, Appa
lachians settled primarily in Covington and New
port and to a lesser extent in Ludlow and Bromley
in Kenton Co. and Bellevue and Dayton in Camp
bell Co. Since the U.S. Census does not categorize
persons of Appalachian heritage, precise numbers
are impossible to attain. Nonetheless, Frank J. Trai
na's The Assimilation of Appalachian Migrants
in Northern Kentucky, utilizing a sample popula
tion of the 1977–1978 Northern Kentucky Quality
of Life Survey, furnishes important statistics; at that
time over 23 percent of the population of Boone,
Campbell, and Kenton counties were either Appa
lachian migrants or children of Appalachian mi
grants, that is, second-generation Appalachians.
This figure is consistent with other percentage esti
mates of people with generational ties to Appala
chia, which range from 25–30 percent of the popu
lations of Campbell and Kenton counties to more
than 50 percent within the cities of Covington and
Newport. In-migration studies of various Miami
Valley towns, such as Hamilton and Middletown,
Ohio, extrapolate numbers based upon employee
records from companies, but there appear to be no
similar studies for Northern Kentucky. In general,
in-state migration has not been tracked as closely as
out-of-state migration. Not surprisingly, Appala
chians have been called “the Invisible Minority."
As longer-established ethnic groups, such as
German Americans and Irish Americans, departed
the cities of Covington and Newport for outlying
suburbs, Appalachian migrants took their place.
For example, after World War I, the West End of
Newport changed demographically, as German
and Irish families moved to Fort Thomas and be

yond and were replaced by migrants from Appala
chian Kentucky, who accepted jobs at the steel mills
of Newport. Surnames like Turner from Breathitt
Co. and Faulkner from Clay Co. began to dominate
the area. Author Ruth Wolff, in her fictional ac

count A Crack in the Sidewalk (1965), disguised
her hometown of Newport as Brockton, while de
picting a life of assimilation for her second
generation-Appalachian narrator, Linsey Temple
ton. Newport-born Wolff, a former schoolteacher,
personally witnessed the vast extent of this migra
tion. Since the mid-1960s, with Rev. William Neu

roth's founding of the Brighton Center, there has
been an attempt to address issues commonly con
fronting Newport's Appalachian migrants.
In Kenton Co., Covington's central area and
West Side were neighborhoods where arriving Ap
palachians settled. The former Covington Com
munity Center, now the Center for Great Neigh
borhoods of Covington, has been an important
agency for the migrants. Founded in 1976, it was a
merger of the outreach programs of two Coving

ton churches, Mother of God Catholic Church

and Trinity Episcopal Church.

Many Appalachians in the region say that they
stopped in Northern Kentucky rather than con
tinuing farther north because they wanted to re
tain their residency in the state of their birth. Some
worked in Ohio, at places like the former General
Motors plant in Norwood or at industries as far
away as Hamilton and Middletown. They gradu
ally acculturated into the mainstream of Northern
Kentucky life.
Northern Kentuckians have also reached out

to the Appalachian region itself. Over the years,
churches have sent food, clothing, and volunteer
laborers into Eastern Kentucky. Clothing drives
were a major outreach mission of the St. John the
Evangelist Anglican Catholic Church in Day
ton, Ky., during the 1960s and 1970s, under the
leadership of parishioner Joseph H. Phirman. The
Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington was also
very active in Appalachia, especially because the
diocese took in 38 counties in Appalachian Ken
tucky until 1988, when, with the establishment of
the new Diocese of Lexington, it retained only 2
counties in Appalachia. The diocese sent Newport
born Rev. Ralph Beiting into Appalachia, where
he formed the Christian Appalachian Project, in
corporated in 1964.
Since acculturation is, by definition, a two-way
process, urban life has shaped Appalachian mi
grants as much as Appalachians have enriched the
culture of Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky. The
Urban Appalachian Council, founded in Cincin
nati in 1974, has played an integral role in retaining
and strengthening an Appalachian identity. In ad
dition, Appalachian musicians are prominent in
the local performing arts scene (see Bluegrass;
Country Music).
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ARCARO, GEORGE EDWARD “EDDIE”

Racecourse in New Orleans. He moved to Chicago,
where he was signed to his first contract by Warren
Wright, owner of the powerful Calumet Farm rac
ing stable. A contract rider for either Calumet or
Greentree Stables throughout his career, Arcaro
compiled an astounding riding record. In his 30
year career, from 1931 until his retirement in No
vember 1961, Arcaro had 24,092 mounts, won

4,779 races at a winning clip of 19.8 percent, and
won a record 17 Triple Crown Races (5 Kentucky
Derbies, 6 Preakness Stakes, and 6 Belmonts), as

(b. February 16, 1916, Cincinnati, Ohio; d. Novem
ber 14, 1997, Miami, Fla.). One of the most success

ful American jockeys of all time and one of the
most famous athletes of Northern Kentucky,
George Edward"Eddie" Arcaro was known as "The
Master," "Old Banana Nose," and "The Greatest

Rider since Paul Revere"—these were just a few of

the terms of jest and admiration. He was the son of
Italian immigrants Pasquale and Josephine Gian
cola Arcaro and was raised in both Newport and
Covington, as his father frequently changed pro
fessions. Eventually, Arcaro's family owned an
Italian restaurant in Erlanger. While the slender
five-foot-three Arcaro was caddying golf at High
land Country Club in Fort Thomas, a horseman
suggested that he should try to become a jockey.
Dropping out of school at age 13, Eddie begangal.
lopinghorses at the original Latonia Racecourse
in Covington, earning 20 dollars a month and re
ceiving little encouragement from trainers. At age
15, he rode his first race, illegally, at Bainbridge
Park near Cleveland and rode in a few other races

at Latonia; then he stowed away on a freight train
headed to Agua Caliente Racecourse in Tijuana,
Mexico, where there were few rules and a rider's

age did not matter.
Arcarolost 45 races before riding his first win
ner, a claiming-level (lower-level) horse named Ea
gle Bird, at Agua Caliente on January 14, 1932.
Now 16 years old and finally able to ride legally,
Eddie returned to the United States and quickly
became the top apprentice at the Fair Grounds

well as 10 Jockey Club Gold Cups, 4 Metropolitan
Handicaps, and 8 Suburban Handicaps. The only
two-time winner of American horse racing's Triple
Crown, firston Whirlaway in 1941 and then aboard
Citation in 1948, Arcaro was the nation's leading
money winner six times, received the prestigious
George Woolf Memorial Jockey Award in 1953,
and retired with what was, at the time, recordpurse
earnings of $30,039,543. He was inducted into the
Racing Hall of Fame in 1958.
There were not many jockeys tougher than Ed
die Arcaro. He was fearless and often fiery. In 1942,
in an incident in which Arcaro knocked jockey Vin
cent Nodase over the racetrack's inside rail, Arcaro

was called before the stewards to explain what had
happened. He could have gotten off with a light sus
pension, since Nodase had committed the first foul.
But instead of apologizing, Arcaro responded,
"What I really meant to do was kill that Cuban SOB,"
Arcaro was suspended from riding for a year. After
his retirement in 1961, Arcaro frequently servedasa
race expert and commentator on television. He re
tired to Miami, Fla., and played golf daily, some
times joining a foursome that included baseball
great Joe DiMaggio. Eddie's wife of 50 years, Ruth,
died in 1988, and he remarried two years later. Ar
caro died in 1997 of liver cancer; he was buried at

Our Lady of Mercy Cemetery in Miami.
Arcaro, Eddie, I Ride to Win!New York: Greenberg,
1951.

"Man on a Horse," Time, May 17, 1948,78–87
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not manufactured by people but doindicatehuman
activity, such as burned wood in a hearth orcharred
nuts or seeds. Features are complex, nonportable,
artifacts such as hearths, pits, house foundations,
burials, activity areas, or middens (garbage dumps).
Features also include buried human remains that

are found at archaeological sites; these form an im
portant subgroup of features. They could be in
burials or tombs, or the remains may have become
buried in some other way after death from acci
dents or war or natural processes.
Archaeologists look for these kinds of material
evidence at archaeological sites: places where peo
ple lived or worked and left behind physical evi
dence of their presence. For Indians in Northern
Kentucky, thesites may have included small camps,
villages, quarries, or burial mounds. For the his
torical period, there are rural sites such as the Din
smore Homestead in Boone Co., urban sites such

as the Hemingray Glass Company in Coving
ton, and military sites such as those found in the
Civil War fortifications that depict Northern
Kentucky's part in the Civil War.
In Northern Kentucky, the documentation of
archaeological sites began in the 19th century, al
though at that time it was not based on a systematic
survey. Constantine Rafinesque, a naturalist who
taught at Transylvania University in Lexington,
traveled through Northern Kentucky and noted
burial moundsor other Indian sites in several coun

ties in this region, including Boone, Carroll, Galla
tin, Kenton, and Pendleton. He also visited Big
Bone Lick in Boone Co. Big Bone Lick, along Big
Bone Creek, had many visitors, including noted ex
plorers William Clark and Meriwether Lewis, Dr.
William Goforth, and others who came to collect
the famous Pleistocene fossils found there. Noted

for itspaleontological collections, Big Bone Lickalso
had attracted Indians, as had many of the other ar
chaeological sites in the valley. Lewis Collins men
tioned a few well-known archaeological sites in
Northern Kentucky in his popular Historical
Sketches of Kentucky (1847), including the town of

James C. Claypool

Petersburg in Boone Co., which was well recognized

ARCHAEOLOGY.. The archaeology of Northern
Kentucky involves mostly a search for information
regarding the American Indians who lived in
the region long ago. However, archaeologists also
study artifacts from more recent centuries, to learn
how people lived then.
Archaeology is the study of human culture
through the analysis of the material remains left be
hindbypast peoples. For virtually all of human his
tory, most persons had no way to write down their
genealogy, their religion, their history, or their cul
ture. Archaeologists studying these aspects of life
in the past must therefore rely on the interpretation
of people's material remains, or material culture.
Material culture includes all physical evidence, the
actual things made or used by people in the past. It

and artifacts (the town is situated over a Fort

in the 19th century as a location of Indian burials

can take the form of artifacts, ecofacts, or features.

Eddie Arcaro entering the winner's circle
aboard Citation, 1948.

Artifacts are items manufactured or altered by hu
man beings, usually portable things, for example
spearpoints, pottery, and clothing. Ecofacts are the
items found in an archaeological context that were

Ancient-periodvillage).
Between 1928 and 1932, William S. Webb and

W. D. Funkhouser of the University of Kentucky
in Lexington (UK), published several books about
the archaeology of the state that included signifi
cant passages on archaeological sites in Northern
Kentucky. They relied heavily on reports from lo
cal artifact collectors, farmers, and other resi

dents to document archaeological locations and
types, such as mounds or village sites. By 1932 the
two men had noted 75 archaeological sites in
Northern Kentucky counties: 12 in Boone, I in
Bracken, 8 in Carroll, 7 in Gallatin, 2 in Grant, I
in Kenton, 26 in Mason, 5 in Owen, 2 in Pendle

ton, and 11 in Robertson. They found none in
Campbell Co. Their knowledge of Mason Co.,
which at that time had the most known mound

and village sites, was based on the work of Joseph
Bernard Hoeing, who had been the state geologist
of Kentucky.
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Formal archaeological research in Northern
Kentucky began during the Great Depression, as
federal programs such as the Works Progress Ad
ministration (WPA) administered make-work proj
ects, including archaeological investigations. The
UK participated in this program under the direc
tion of Webb and Funkhouser. Large-scale excava
tions at several important Indian mounds in Boone
Co. were conducted during the late 1930s and early
1940s. Excavations in Boone Co. included the Rob

bins Mound, the Riley and Landing Mounds, the
Hartman Mound, and the Crigler Mound. One par
ticipant in this program was a Mason Co. native
named Ellis Crawford. Excavation of these

mounds provided important information on the
Adena culture, one of the Indian cultures that ex

isted in Northern Kentucky about 500 B.C.—A.D. 200.
During the late 1940s, Crawford worked with
the City of Covington to open the William Beh
ringer Memorial Museum (now the Behringer
Crawford Museum) in Devou Park. At first, the
museum housed the eclectic collections of William

Behringer, a local builder who traveled extensively
and collected curious items. His collection con

tained archaeological and paleontological artifacts
from Northern Kentucky and southwestern Ohio.
Crawford added to Behringer's collections through
excavation of several Indian sites in Boone Co., in

cluding the Rogers Mound and village sites and the
Gaines Mound. He documented dozens of archaeo

logical sites, noted their locations, and obtained
Kentucky site numbers for them. He accepted dona
tions of collections from places such as the Bintz
site, an important Fort Ancient village in eastern
Campbell Co. that had been excavated by Howard
McCord, a former army officer from Virginia.
The Behringer-Crawford Museum has contin
ued archaeological research in Northern Kentucky
but has switched its focus to historical-period sites
under the supervision of archaeologist Jeannine
Kreinbrink. The museum has operated archaeo

logical field schools for junior high school students
since 1981 at many Northern Kentucky sites: the
Kenton Co. Courthouse, Piatts Landing, Big Bone
Lick State Park, the Dinsmore Homestead, Maple
wood Farm (see Maplewood Children's Home),
and several private pioneer homesteads in Boone,
Kenton, and Campbell counties. Ongoing Civil
War research and archaeology has focused on Bat
tery Bates in Devou Park and Battery Hooper in
Fort Wright, both in Kenton Co.
UK has conducted several archaeological re
search studies in Northern Kentucky, focusing on
Boone and Mason counties. They have worked at
the Fort Ancient village in the town of Petersburg
and at Big Bone Lick State Park and have also con
ducted several surveys to document additional ar
chaeological sites in Boone Co. Other UK research
projects have been conducted in Carroll and Mason
counties at well-known archaeological sites such as
Fox Field and the Pyles site. The University of Ne
braska at Lincoln also dug at Big Bone Lick between
1962 and 1966. Northern Kentucky University
at Highland Heights has conducted archaeological
field schools in Boone and Campbell counties since
the early 1970s, including digs at such sites as the

Arrasmith site in Boone Co. and the Dunn Village
in Campbell Co., both prehistoric Indian sites.
Cultural resource management projects have
been conducted in all the Northern Kentucky
counties, although some counties have seen more
projects than others. These projects are conducted
when federal involvement in a development proj
ect triggers compliance with the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, a law that requires fed
eral agencies to take into account what effect their
project will have on cultural resources, whether
from prehistoric Indian cultures or from the his
torical period. More cultural resource manage
ment projects have been undertaken in Mason and
Boone counties than in the others. These projects
survey, document, and investigate archaeological
sites and historic buildings that may be located
within their boundaries. They have provided im
portant information on Indian lifeways and settle
ment patterns and on the historical settlement and
development of Northern Kentucky.
One important local project was conducted in
Kenton Co. in 1986. Known as the Covington Proj
ect, this urban archaeology project was supervised
by Robert Genheimer, a local professional archae
ologist, before the development of Second St. in
Covington (see Covington Urban Archaeology).
Urban archaeology is a special subfield of archaeol
ogy that focuses on city life and development. Stud
ies of features such as outhouses, backyards, cellars,
and cisterns provide important information about
urban culture, ethnic groups, gender questions,
and changes in urban life over time. This project
studied and compared the archaeology of private
residences, saloons, rental housing, and important
industrial sites such as the Hemingray Glass
Company and the Bromley Pottery, both located
north of Second St. in the 19th century.
“Ancient Burial Site," KE, July 24, 2004, C3.

“Building on the Past,” SC, August 1, 2004, 1.
Lewis, R. Barry. Kentucky Archaeology. Lexington:
Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1996.
Pollack, David, ed. "The Archaeology of Kentucky.
Past Accomplishments and Future Directions.”
Vols. 1 and 2. In State Historic Preservation Com

prehensive Plan Report No. 1. Frankfort: Ken
tucky Heritage Council, 1990.
Rafferty, Janet Elizabeth. “The Development of the Ft.
Ancient Tradition in Northern Kentucky," PhD

Turner Hall, Eclipse Hall, Schneider's Hall, and the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Hall, which
was at the northwest corner of Sixth and York Sts. in

Newport. The organization's membership varied
but usually numbered around 35. Numerous local
politicians and businessmen were associate mem
bers. In 1907 the group elected Germany's Kaiser
Wilhelm II as an honorary member, and in return
they received a collection of music from the German
consul Dr. Lettenbauer of Cincinnati.

World War I saw a reduction in the group's
membership to 13. Those who remained kept the
organization intact during the ensuing period of
anti-German sentiment by meeting and continu
ing to sing together at their homes until the war
ended. The membership then increased again, so
that at the Arion Männerchor's golden jubilee in
1933, it had about 40 members. When World War

II came, some of the men in the group were called
into military service, and the organization gradu
ally faded away.
“Articles of Incorporation and List of Incorporators,"
KSJ, April 27, 1886, 3.

"Sangerfest to Be Held in Newport," KP, January 8,
1915, 1.

Robert W. Stevie

ARNOLD, JAMES G. (b. December 10, 1792,

near Paris, Ky; d. November 16, 1876, Covington,
Ky). James Grimsley Arnold, who became a school
teacher, a public official, a county sheriff, and a
wealthy businessman, moved as young man to
Washington in Mason Co., where heandhisbrother
Willis established and conducted a school. James

Arnold married Margaret Strain Daulton, sister of a
mayor of Maysville. In 1817 Arnold moved to Cov
ington, became a hotel keeper and dry-goods mer
chant, and taught at the public square in the town's
log schoolhouse, used also for religious, court, and
town trustee gatherings. In the 1840s he helped start

the Covington Female Academy, one of his many
educational initiatives. He served as justice of the
peace in Campbell Co., as Covington tax collector,
as town clerk, as postmaster (1824–1826), as city
councilman, and as council president. Although
he had expressed opposition to the 1840 creation
of Kenton Co. out of Campbell Co., he served as
Kenton Co.'s second sheriff (1842–1844). His earn

diss., Univ. of Washington, 1974.
Jeannine Kreinbrink

ARCHITECTURE. See names of specific build
ings, neighborhoods, cities, and architects.

ARION MÄNNERCHOR. This Newport men's
singing group, named after the Greek mythological
musician and poet Arion, was founded in 1883. In
its time it was one of the leading German singing
choirs in Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati. Other
such groups included the Good Fellow Sånger
chor, the Covington Leiderkranz, and the Bellevue
Männerchor. The Arion Männerchor sang at many
church and civic functions throughout Greater Cin
cinnati, but they performed mainly in Campbell
Co. Over the years, they rehearsed at Phoenix Hall,

ings in the tobacco business grew into large real
estate holdings. By 1844 Arnold had acquired one
of the city's venerable mansions, at the end of W.
Seventh St. The 1851 Covington map shows Ar
nold's name on six and one-half acres between

Philadelphia St. and Willow Run Creek. After Ar
nold's death, the property was developed as the
Arnold Homestead subdivision, which included
the new Daulton (Dalton) St. As banker William

Ernst had done for the Presbyterian Church, Ar
nold underwrote the First Christian Church and
was its first elder. In 1844 he donated a lot for a new

church. The present church site, dating back to
1865, honors him with a bronze plaque at the par
sonage entrance. Arnold died at the home of a
daughter in 1876 and was buried in Linden Grove
Cemetery in Covington.

ART AND ARTISTS

"Arnold Estate,” KP, February 23, 1895,4.

the third district. In 1820 that district became

“The Death of James G. Arnold," Covington Ticket,

Grant Co., and Arnold was sworn in as the county's
first sheriff. The new county seat was established on
two and one-half acres of land donated by Arnold,
and he also donated the timber to erect the county's
first building. He was instrumental in organizing
the first educational facility in Williamstown, the
Grant Seminary. Arnold built the county's first

November 17, 1876, 3.

Kenton Co. Deed Book 68, May 17, 1888,95,96.

Kenton Co. Property Tax Records, 1841, 1848, 1858.
Kenton Co. Will Book 2, February 5, 1867,424.

Map of the City of Covington from Actual Survey.
Rickey, Kennedy, and Clark, 1851.
Smith, Allen Webb. Beginning at “the Point,” a Doc
umented History of Northern Kentucky and
Environs, the Town of Covington in Particular,
1751–1834. Park Hills, Ky. Smith, 1977.
John Boh

ARNOLD, RICHARD C. (b. May 4, 1906,
Squiresville, Ky.; d. October 17, 1992, Columbia,
Mo). Physician Richard C. Arnold was the son of
Calvin W. and Margaret Morgan Arnold. In 1931
Arnold graduated from the University of Louis

courthouse in Williamstown in 1822 and also set

up a sawmill on his farm on High Street there. It is
believed that Arnold erected his home on this farm

sometime between 1799 and 1811. He used logs
from huge yellow poplar trees and other hardwoods
to construct a large two-story house, with a con
necting kitchen. In 1824, when General Lafayette
visited Kentucky, he stopped at Williamstown and
had breakfast with his old friend Arnold. By the
1830s Arnold had watched the town that was

ville Medical School in Louisville and was com

named for him grow into a thriving village. He died

missioned an officer in the U.S. Public Health Ser

there on November 18, 1836.

vice (USPHS) the next year. His specialty was
urology with a particular interest in venereal dis

Arnold's High St. plantation was divided and
passed along to several subsequent owners. In 1853
a number of rooms were added to the log house.
The exterior was covered with wood siding, and
plaster was used to cover the logs inside. In 1985
local historian Virgil Chandler Sr. learned of plans
to remove the building. He uncovered the huge
logs that make up the buildings structure and de

eases. In 1943 he and fellow researchers Drs. John

Mahoney and A. Harris demonstrated that syphi
is could be successfully treated with penicillin, a
discovery that brought them acclaim worldwide.
Then Arnold became involved in heart research.

He was an assistant surgeon general of the United
States for three years. He spent 31 years with the
USPHS before retiring in 1961 and moving to Co
lumbia, Mo. He served as consultant to the United
Nations and was the medical director of the Mis

souri Crippled Children's Service. Arnold died at
his Missouri home, survived by his wife, the for
mer Caroline Hitt, and three children.

Hobby, Gladys L. Penicillin: Meeting the Challenge.
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These were very formative and important years for
her; she gave herself to reading the classics of Amer
ican and world literature (Dostoyevsky, Hardy, Tol
stoy, Undset, and Zola, among others) from the
Cincinnati Public Library while working at odd
jobs such as waitressing and typing. She eventually
began to work for the Works Progress Administra
tion, where she met her husband, Harold B. Arnow.

Before her marriage, Harriette lived for a time in
Covington. At the publication of her first novel,
Mountain Path (1936), for example, she was living
at 1528 Greenup St. in Covington. She may have
taken comfort in living in her native Kentucky
among a large group of rural migrants like herself.
Cincinnati as a destination of Appalachians
throughout the first half of the 20th century was
well known to Arnow and was surely relevant to her
great migration novel, The Dollmaker (1954). In
Hunter's Horn (1944), Cincinnati figures as part of
Lureenie's dream of escape from the confines of the
hill country. The difficulties of life for country mi
grants to the city are dramatically presented in
these novels. Arnow is best known for her "Appala
chian trilogy,” Mountain Path, Hunter's Horn,
and The Dollmaker. She is also the author of sev

eral exceptional social histories of Kentucky's
Cumberland River area, including Seedtime on
the Cumberland (1960) and Flowering of the

termined that the house scheduled for demolition

Cumberland (1963). Harriette Arnow died in 1986

had been a part of the Arnold estate. Chandler en
listed the aid of the City of Williamstown and the
Grant Co. Historical Society in a joint effort to save
the house. It was carefully dismantled; each log

on her farm outside of Ann Arbor, Mich., and was

was numbered; and then the structure was reas

sembled on city-owned property on Cunningham
St., at the site of the Old Grant Seminary. In 1990 a
memorial monument was dedicated there to the

buried beside her husband in the John Casada

Cemetery, at Keno in Pulaski Co., Ky.
Chung, Haeja K., ed. Harriette Simpson Arnow:

Critical Essays on Her Work. East Lansing: Mich
igan State Univ. Press, 1995.
“Harriette S. Arnow, 78, Author of The Dollmaker,"
CP, March 25, 1986, 3D.

New Haven, Conn.; Yale Univ. Press, 1985.

LOG HOUSE. William Arnold was the first sher

memory of William Arnold and his contributions
to Grant Co. The house contains pioneer-era pho
tographs, furniture, maps, and memorabilia of
Grant Co.'s early history. It is open to the public on
selected days and by appointment. The Grant Co.
Historical Society coordinates the care and main
tenance of the property. In spring 2007 the log
house was moved again to a location on Main St. in

iff of Grant Co. and the founder of Williamstown,

Williamstown.

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen

County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,
1976.

Columbia (Mo.) Daily Tribune. Obituary. October
19, 1992, 2A.

ARNOLD, WILLIAM, AND THE ARNOLD

the county's seat. The log house that he erected in
Williamstown during the early 19th century is now
amuseum and a memorial to him. Arnold was born

in East Jersey (now part of New Jersey) during the
late 1750s. At age 16 he moved to Virginia and vol
unteered for service in the Virginia line during the
Revolutionary War. According to family tradition,
he held the rank of captain and was a personal
friend of the French general the Marquis de LaFay
ette. Afterward, Arnold settled in Kentucky. He
was commissioned a lieutenant in the Kentucky
Militia and fought in the militia's Indian campaigns
in northern Ohio. He married Lucy Pryor, a native
Virginian, sometime after 1783, and they became
the parents of at least six children.
William Arnold owned land in Bourbon,

Campbell, Fayette, Mason, and Pendleton counties
of Kentucky. When Pendleton Co. was formed
from parts of Bracken and Campbell counties in
1798, Arnold was chosen as justice of the peace in

Chandler, Virgil, Sr. “William Arnold, First Sheriff of
Grant County and Founder of Williamstown,
Grant County, Kentucky," NKH 2, no. 2 (Spring–

Kleber, John E. ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia. Lex

ington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Miller, Danny L. “Harriette Simpson and Harold
Arnow in Cincinnati: 1934–1939," QCH 47, no. 2
(Summer 1989): 41–48.

Obermiller, Phillip, ed. Down Home, Downtown:
Urban Appalachians Today. Chicago: Kent/Hunt,
1996.

Danny Miller

ARTAND ARTISTS. Northern Kentucky has
produced a range of artists representing nearly
every major art genre, including several who at
tained national and international acclaim. Part of

Summer 1995): 55–62.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
Barbara Loomis Brown

ARNOW, HARRIETTE SIMPSON (b. July 7,
1907, Wayne Co., Ky; d. March 21, 1986, Washt
enaw Co., Mich). Author Harriette Louise Simp
son Arnow was the daughter of Elias T. and Mary
Jane "Molly" Denney Simpson. She attended Berea
College at Berea, Ky., for two years, taught for two
years in rural Pulaski Co., and afterward graduated
from the University of Louisville. She then taught
for two years in the public schools of Louisville. In
1934 Harriette moved to Cincinnati and lived there

and in Northern Kentucky for the next six years.

the region's success in artistic circles is due to the
presence of the Art Academy of Cincinnati, which
opened in 1869 as the McMicken School of De
sign. Northern Kentucky artists associated with
the academy included Frank Duveneck and
Henry Farny, both nationally acclaimed artists
whose works can be found today in major collec
tions worldwide. Others, including Charles J.
Dibowski and Charles McLaughlin, trained at
the Art Academy and went to work in the area as
designers and decorators at places such as the
Rookwood Pottery. Clement Barnhorn, first a
student and later a sculpture instructor at the
academy, never resided in Northern Kentucky, but
his sculptural figures for the Cathedral Basilica
of the Assumption in Covington became an
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From Northern Kentucky emerged two artists
teachers who had a significant impact on the edu

Johann Schmitt, Wilhelm Lamprecht, and
Wenceslaus Thien came to Covington to work
in the growing industry. This firm was active for
about 10 years, beginning in 1862. The interest in

cation of artists at the national level. Thomas An

church decoration continued, and the DeJaco

shutz, the realist painter who followed Thomas
Eakins as director of the Pennsylvania Academy,
was born in Newport and lived along the Ohio
River for his first 12 years. Duveneck, whose home
is now a historic site, left the region as a young art
ist to seek training in Munich and returned after

Brothers Company began filling the needs of
the Northern Kentucky churches in 1887. Many
Northern Kentucky artists, for example Duve
neck and Leon Lippert, started their careers
with these companies or with church commis
sions. Two major Roman Catholic churches, one
serving English-speaking Catholics (St. Mary's)
and one for the German-speaking (Mother of
God), brought to Covington impressive examples

integral part of the architecture of this important
Structure.

the death of his wife to an illustrious career of

teaching at the Art Academy of Cincinnati. Among
his students were Northern Kentuckians Ira

Cassidy, best remembered for his works of the

of revivalist architecture. These structures tow

American Southwest, and Dixie Selden, a land

ered above all else in the city with their Gothic
and Italian Renaissance Revival styles.
In 1852, when the Hemingray Glass Com
pany was founded, the Cincinnati—Northern
Kentucky area was one of the fastest-growing re
gions in the United States, and much of the impe
tus for growth can be attributed to the enormous
increase in industries both large and small to serve
the communities. In 1880 the Rookwood Pottery
was founded by Maria Longworth Nichols in Cin
cinnati. It produced fine art pottery until the 1920s,
when the firm shifted to producing mostly com

scapist and portraitist.
Not until the mid-20th century did Northern
Kentucky have its own institutions to provide arts
education for its residents. The Baker-Hunt

Foundation was formed in the 1930s by Marga
retta and William Hunt, prominent Covington
residents, who were left without an heir. Estab

lished to serve the region in both science and arts
education, the foundation was the recipient of their
collection of natural history objects, and it offered
music and art classes for children. Art instruction

eventually became the primary focus of the foun
dation. The Carnegie Visual and Performing
Arts Center serves the community today as an art
gallery, an auditorium, and a program center. The
building was constructed in the early 20th century
as part of the massive library project envisioned
and endowed by Andrew Carnegie to build free
community libraries throughout the country. In
1974, when Covington built a new library, the Car
negie was turned over to the Northern Kentucky

mercial ware. At this time former Rookwood em

ployee Harold Bopp moved across the river and
started Kenton Hills Porcelains Inc., which

made pottery sold in large department stores
across the country. The 1930s brought the forma
tion of Advertising Displays Inc., which designed
and built commercial dioramas. Joseph and John
Carl, skilled stone-carvers, came from their native

stein studied at the Berlin Academy of Arts and

Germany and joined the Covington Stone and
Marble Company, which was responsible for much
of the facade and for the gargoyles of the new Ca
thedral Basilica of the Assumption, as well as
for its baptistery. The Carl brothers also were the
major stonemasons for St. Joseph Catholic

Sciences before moving to Northern Kentucky by
way of Philadelphia, where he assisted in organiz
ing the first major arts organization in the United
States. He created plaster busts of early American
leaders such as Henry Clay, Gen. Andrew Jackson,
and William Henry Harrison. Among U.S. por

objects for the churches, as well as the market for
home appliances, emerged the Woodrow Carpen
ter Co. in 1950. Northern Kentucky retains its
prominence in the enameling industry today,
classes are taught at the Baker-Hunt Foundation

traitists, in the 1830s Aaron Corwine of North

for children and adults.

ern Kentucky was considered second to Thomas
Sully of Philadelphia. John Wesley Venable, also
an active portraitist in Kentucky during the mid
19th century, recorded the faces of many of the lo
cal gentry and is credited as the first drawing

Northern Kentucky's representative in the arts
and crafts movement was Kate Mosher. Studying
first under Benn Pitman, who helped to bring the
craft of woodcarving to the region, Mosher exhib
ited her carved furniture pieces at the Philadelphia
Centennial in 1876 and in the Chicago Columbian
Exposition in 1893. The art pottery business was
well established in the region before Maria Long
worth Nichols formed the Rookwood Pottery in
Cincinnati 1880. William Bromley (see Bromley
Pottery), who operated the Brighton Pottery on
Hamilton Rd. (today McMicken Ave.) in Cincin
nati, expanded his pottery operation across the
river and produced sanitary and kitchen wares at
his Covington Pottery until 1864. Mary Nourse
studied at the Art Academy of Cincinnati and then
went to work at the Rookwood Pottery. She, like
other students at the academy, learned both wood

Arts Council for conversion to an arts center.

Two of Cincinnati's major portraitists were ac
tually Northern Kentuckians. Frederick Eck

teacher of Thomas Satterwhite Noble, the first di

rector of the Art Academy of Cincinnati.
Much of the art activity in 19th-century Cov
ington was centered around the growing influ
ence of the Roman Catholic Church. With the

organization of the first St. Mary's parish in 1834
and Mother of God Catholic Church in 1841,

the need was great for altarpieces, murals, and
church adornment. Thus the German Benedic

tine religious order under Brother Cosmas
Wolf formed the Covington Altar Stock
Building Company to supply the new churches
with paintings and sculpture. Artists such as

Church. From the demand for fine enameled art

carving and pottery decoration. Northern Ken
tucky continues to be active in the area of ceramics

with Owen Co.'s Greg Seigel, who shares his craft
as a visiting artist at area schools and maintains a
production studio. His wife Rebekka carries on the

craft tradition by making exquisite storytelling
quilts, some of which hang in national folk art col
lections (see Greg and Rebekka Seigel).
A sense of nostalgia runs through the work of
Northern Kentucky artists like Harlan Hubbard
and Mary Bruce Sharon. Hubbard's steamboat
and river-life paintings recall an era that had long
disappeared by the time he began to paint in 1929.
Sharon's primitive-style paintings evoke the old
South of her youth in Covington. The Beard family
also played a significant role in presenting works
that tell of a former era. James Henry Beard, the
father of Daniel Carter Beard and Lina and
Adelia Beard, was the best-known artist of the

clan. His mid-19th-century portraits and genre
paintings tell stories of immigrant families and
storekeepers. His work was shown in New York
City and won him a full membership at the Na
tional Academy of Design. All three of his children
made contributions as book illustrators, in addi

tion to founding girls' and boys' scouting organi
zations. John James Audubon, the famed bird

painter, spent a short time in Northern Kentucky
painting the cliff swallows that lived along the
Licking River. Nostalgia for the past also enters the
work of two artists whose reputations were made
in journalism and in lithographed reproductions
of their work. Caroline Williams made illustra
tions of locations around Cincinnati and Northern

Kentucky for the Cincinnati Enquirer/Kentucky
Enquirer, infusing her pictures with a sense of an
earlier, more idealistic time. Thomas Gaither, a

contemporary artist, found success in painting
original watercolors of local subjects and locales;
his works are often made into limited-edition

prints.

The range of artwork from the last half of the
20th century is broad and reflects the major trends
in American art during this time. Aileen McCa
rthy's career spanned the century, first as a student
of Duveneck and Barnhorn and then as an educa

tor at Thomas More College in the 1950s and
1960s. Jack Meanwell's abstractions are strongly
influenced by the art of the abstract expressionists
after World War II, while Joseph Mannings
watercolors resemble the superrealist painting of
the 1980s. Thomas Bluemlein's scenes of Ameri

can and European landscapes also reflect a con
tinuing interest in realism. The renewed art of
quiltmaking can be seen in the work of Jane Co
chran, who has quilts in many international col

lections, as well as at the National Underground
Railroad Freedom Center in Cincinnati. Pop cul
ture is also represented in our region. Comic illus
trator David Mack has a worldwide following, es
pecially in Japan, where his Kabuki works are
highly prized.
Northern Kentucky artists of the 21st century
continue to produce artwork, serve the art needs of
growing businesses, and provide art education.
African American artist David Brean began his

ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

career and training in Northern Kentucky, but his
greatest contribution has been as director and
teacher at the Harlem School of the Arts in New

York. Northern Kentucky's educational institu
tions have expanded and new ones have emerged.

The Political Graveyard. "Arthur, William Evans
(1825–1897)." www.politicalgraveyard.com (ac
cessed December 31, 2005).

Reis, Jim, “Celebrating 100 Years,” KP June 28,
2004, 4K.

The Baker-Hunt Foundation now serves the com

munity with art classes for allages, and the Carne
gie Visual and Performing Arts Center also offers
various community-based classes. Darrell Broth
ers, from Thomas More College's art program,
taught painting and drawing to many Northern
Kentucky college students for more than 27 years.
Northern Kentucky University (NKU) and
Gateway Community and Technical College
have also developed opportunities for art educa
tion: they bring fine artist-instructors such as Bar
bara Houghton (NKU, photography) to the area
and also offer programs in the arts that specialize
in training designers in all areas of production.
Claypool, James C. "An Unassuming Painter," En
quirer Magazine, August 4, 1985, 8–10.

Neuhaus, Robert. Unsuspected Genius: The Art and
Life of Frank Duveneck. San Francisco: Bedford
Press, 1987.

Tenkotte, Paul A. A Heritage of Art and Faith:
Downtown Covington Churches. Covington, Ky:
Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1986.
Rebecca Bilbo

ARTHUR, WILLIAM EVANS (b. March 3,

1825, Cincinnati, Ohio; d. May 18, 1897, Coving
ton, Ky). Politician and lawyer William E. Arthur
was the son of William and Eliza Parsons Arthur.

ASBURY, FRANCIS (b. August 26, 1745, near
Birmingham, England; d. March 31, 1816, Spotsyl
vania, Co., Va.). Francis Asbury, one of the found

39

Posey, Walter B., ed. "Kentucky as Seen by Bishop
Francis Asbury," FCHQ31 (1957): 333–48.
“Two Centuries of Faith—Asbury Methodist Served
Cold Spring Beginning in 1802,"KP April 8, 2002,
4K

Whitehouse, Jack. “Asbury United Methodist Church
History,” 2002, Asbury United Methodist Church,
Cold Spring, Ky.
Paul L. Whalen

ers of the Methodist Church in the United States,

and specifically in Northern Kentucky, was the son
of Joseph and Elizabeth Rogers Asbury. At age 18
Asbury was called to preach by John Wesley, the
founder of Methodism. In 1771 Asbury he sailed
from England to North America as a missionary,
and by 1784 he was a bishop of the Methodist Epis
copal Church, whose circuit or area of responsibil
ity included Kentucky. As a Methodist bishop and
circuit rider, he was directly responsible for assist
ing in the founding of at least two Methodist
Churches in Northern Kentucky and contributing

to the growth of Methodism in the state, until the
mid-to-late 19th century, the Methodist denomi
nation was the largest denomination in the com
monwealth of Kentucky.
During the 1802 Great Revival, which swept
Kentucky, Francis Asbury, who was nearly 58 years
old at the time, stopped at Elizabeth Miles's log
farmhouse on Winters Ln. in what is now Cold

Spring, near the present site of the Disabled
American Veterans national headquarters in
Campbell Co. During his visit, Asbury conducted
religious services. The group that worshipped at the
Miles home formed the beginnings of the Asbury
Methodist Episcopal Church, now the Asbury
United Methodist Church in Cold Spring. In Car
roll Co., Asbury held services in 1808 at the home of

ASBURY

UNITED

METHODIST

CHURCH. Campbell Co.'s Asbury United Meth
odist Church is the oldest Methodist church in

continuous operation in Northern Kentucky and
one of the oldest Methodistchurches in Kentucky.
During spring 1802, pioneer Methodist bishop
Francis Asbury preached at the log home of the
Miles family on what is now Winters Ln. in Cold
Spring. It was after this visit by Asbury that a new
Methodist church was organized under the leader
ship of Rev. Jarvis Taylor, along with Mrs. John
Harrison, Elizabeth Miles, Stacey Reeves, and
Delilah Travers. After meeting in the Miles home
for a time, the church met in a nearby schoolhouse,
and in 1812 a log church was built on the Miles
property, later known as the Ed Payne Farm and
now the national headquarters of the Disabled
American Veterans. By 1837 the log church had
begun to decay. With the generosity of James Dick
erson, a new church was built on the present-day
site of the Asbury Church in Cold Spring on Alex
andria Pk. (U.S. 27) and John's Hill Rd. In 1838 a

Sunday school was established. In 1846 the church
built its first parsonage. The present parsonage lo
cated at 19 Orchard Ln. in Cold Spring was builton
land donated by Melvin and Thelma Boden. The
cemetery behind the present sanctuary of the
church does not belong to the church. In March
1854, Charles W. Horner, Elijah Pierce, and Benja
min Smith incorporated the Asbury Chapel Cem
etery Association. It is believed that these men

When he was seven years old, his family moved to
Covington. He received his early education in area
private schools and by a private tutor, then appren
ticed law under attorneys John White Stevenson

the widow Sarah Masterson, two miles east of

and James T. Morehead and was admitted to the

present-day Carrollton. Methodists continued to

bar in 1850. Arthur's first law office was set up in
Covington. In 1855 he married Adeliza Southgate,
daughter of William Wright Southgate. Adeliza
died in 1858, and William married her younger

meet at the Masterson House until 1810, when a
brick church was built.

Asbury first traveled beyond the Allegheny
Mountains in 1784 and rode on horseback along

were members of the church.

sister Ethlinda in 1861. No children were born to

the Ohio River to present-day Northern Kentucky.

both sides of the war passed by the church along

This was a trip he made annually until 1815, the
year before his death at age 71. Asbury's three
volume diary contains numerous entries relating to
his adventures in early Kentucky.
As a Methodist circuit rider, Asbury was re
sponsible not only for the spread of Christianity
into the West but also for the spread of education.
Asbury and other circuit riders carried books and
gave them to the people to whom they preached. In
addition to Bibles, riders such as Asbury were
known to give families books that would help them

Alexandria Pk., but none of the raiding parties

his first wife, but a son and a daughter were born to
his second one. William's son followed in his fa

ther's footsteps and became a lawyer. In 1856 Wil
liam Arthur entered politics and was elected com
monwealth attorney for Kentucky's Ninth District,
a position he held for six years. In 1866 he was ap
pointed a criminal judge of Kentucky's Ninth Judi
cial District and served in that position for two
years. He served two terms as a Democrat in the
U.S. House of Representatives, from 1871 until
1875, winning reelection in November 1872 in a
race against Harvey Myers Sr. Afterward, he re
turned to local politics and in 1886 was elected to a
six-year term as circuit court judge of Kentucky's
12th District. He then retired from politics and de
voted his time to his legal practice. In 1897 he died
in his Covington home at age 72 and was buried in
Linden Grove Cemetery in Covington.
Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincinnati:
J. M. Armstrong, 1878. Gov. Legislative Branch.
“Arthur, William Evans (1825–1897).” www.bio

guide.congress.com (accessed December 31, 2005).

learn to read and write. Often the homes and the

churches doubled as schools during the week. For
example, in 1802 the log schoolhouse in Newport
was also used as a Methodist Church. Other de

nominations, including the Presbyterians, followed
the example of Asbury and other Methodists in us.
ing circuit riders on horseback to spread Christian
ity. In 1816 Asbury died in Virginia and was buried
at the Mount Olivet Cemetery in Baltimore, Md.
“Asbury Visited Cold Spring in 1802," KP April 8,
2002, 4K.

During the Civil War, raiding parties from

caused any damage to the church building. In 1861
the church membership was 220. In 1862 an Annual
Conference of the Methodist Church was held at the

church, with Bishop Levi Scott officiating. At that
time the local church commissioned its first mis

sionaries, who were sent to Ohio. On Tuesdays dur
ing the 1860s, the Baptists allowed the Methodists
from Asbury Methodist Episcopal Church to use
their brick meeting house on the fourth Tuesday of
the month. In 1877 the Cold Spring Baptist Church
met at the Asbury Methodist Church until the Bap
tist congregation finalized plans for their building.
In 1883 a beautiful new church building was
built to replace the log church built in 1837. It was
constructed on the site where the present (2006)
education building now stands. Thisland had been
donated to the church in 1842 by Samueland Mary
Winston. The new Asbury Methodist Chapel was
dedicated on November 11, 1883, during three ser
vices in which the featured speaker was Rev. E. T.
Curnick of Grace Methodist Church in Newport
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ASHLAND INC.

(see Grace United Methodist Church). The new

Asbury United Methodist Church has engaged

structure, costing $2,800, was described as Gothic
in style. It was 30 feet wide, rose 22 feet from floor
to ceiling, and had a classroom in the rear of the
church. This building served as the church for 72
years and then as the Sunday school building for 17
years, until 1972.
On September 4, 1911, the Asbury Methodist
Episcopal Church celebrated the Centennial An
niversary of its first permanent church building,

in interdenominational outreach in Northern

built in 1812.

Around the turn of the 20th century, the mem
bership of the Asbury Methodist Episcopal Church

Kentucky. It is currently a host church for the In
terfaith Hospitality Network (see Northern Ken
tucky Interfaith Commission). The church
presently has more than 600 members.
“Two Centuries of Faith—Asbury Methodist Served

construction of its first manufacturing plan in
China in February 1999. With the move of the
company's headquarters to Northern Kentucky,
Ashland Inc. donated a portion of its 160-acre of
fice campus in Ashland, Ky., to a charitable foun
dation, dedicated to community development in
attracting new job growth. In 2005 the company
sold its interest in Marathon Ashland Petroleum

Cold Spring Beginning in 1802," KP, April 8,
2002, 4K.

Whitehouse, Jack. "Asbury United Methodist Church
History,” 2002, Asbury United Methodist Church,
Cold Spring, Ky.

LLC to Marathon. Subsequently, Ashland's 81-year
history of petroleum refining ended, and now it
concentrates in the areas of chemicals and trans

portation construction.

Paul L. Whalen

Ashland. www.ashland.com (accessed April 14, 2006).

had fallen below 100 members. As a result, the

church had to share a minister with the Southgate

ASHLAND INC. Ashland Inc. celebrated its 75th

"Ashland to Move HQ to Covington," Business Cou

Methodist Church until 1927, since it could not

anniversary in 1999, the same year it established its
new headquarters in Covington. This Fortune 500
company's relocation to Northern Kentucky al

rier Journal, July 20, 1998, 1, available at www.biz
journals.com (accessed April 14, 2006).
Massie, Joseph L. Blazer and Ashland Oil: A Study
in Management. Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky

support a minister by itself.
The Asbury Methodist Church held a Home
coming Celebration on September 10, 1934, that
featured the unveiling of a bronze plaque honoring
Methodist bishop Francis Asbury and commemo
rating the sesquicentennial of Methodism in Amer
ica. Plaqueslike this were presented only to churches
founded by Asbury. The plaque, which hangs in the
vestibule of the sanctuary, has a raised surface de
picting Asbury on horseback and represents the As
bury statue unveiled earlier in Washington, D.C., by
President Calvin Coolidge (1923–1929).
After 118 years in existence, the Asbury Meth
odist Episcopal Church acquired its first organ,
which was built by Johann Heinrich Köhnken and
Gallus Grimm in 1930. The organ was rebuilt in
1972 after being stored for 17 years and today is
used every Sunday.
On Sunday, April 5, 1936, Asbury Chapel (as
the church was then known) dedicated its educa

tion building. The featured speaker at the dedica
tion celebration was Kentucky governor A. B.
“Happy" Chandler (1935–1939 and 1955–1959).
The construction of the present sanctuary be
gan in January 1955, next to the existing church,
while Rev. Thomas Ditto was the pastor. The cor
nerstone was laid on July 10, 1955, and the sanctu
ary formally opened on November 13, 1955. On
July 22, 1973, the cornerstone was laid for a new
education building, which was built on the site of
the 1883 Asbury Chapel. The bell from the old
church building is installed on top of that educa
tion building. Glass from the old church building
was also preserved and installed in various win
dows throughout the church complex.
Asbury United Methodist Church celebrated
200 years of holding Sunday school on July 20,
1980. The church's Sunday school program was
nominated as one of the 12 best in Kentucky that
year. In 1999 the church embarked upen a major
improvement program that included the pur
chase of property along John's Hill Rd. for park.
ing and future expansion. Beginning the week of
April 21, 2002, the Asbury United Methodist
Church had its 200th Anniversary Celebration.
Bishop James King preached at the Sunday ser
vices. During the week, many former ministers
preached, including Rev. Don McKinney, Rev. Ron
Berry, Rev. Paul Stoneking, Rev. Tom Ditto, and
Rev. Robert Pugh.

lowed it to maintain its roots in the state while mov
Press, 1960.

ing closer to the company's operations in Cincin

Rodengen, Jeffrey L. New Horizons: The Story of

nati. Ashland Inc., founded in 1924 as Ashland
United States and in 120 countries. These include

Ashland, Inc. Lexington, Ky. Write Stuff Enter
prises, 1998.
Scott, Otto J. The Exception: The Story of Ashland Oil

the four wholly owned divisions: Ashland Paving

and Refining Company. Lexington, Ky. McGraw

and Construction, Valvoline, and the two new divi

Hill, 1968.

Refining Company, has operations throughout the

Gabrielle Summe
Sions formed in 1999, Ashland Distributions Com

pany and Ashland Specialty Chemical Company.
In 2005 the worldwide, multi-industry company
had operating sales of $9.3 billion.
As a regional refiner and marketer of petroleum
products for the Swiss Oil Company of Lexington,
Ashland Refining Company quickly became a suc
cess under the direction of general manager Paul
Blazer. By 1930 the Swiss Oil Company had ac
quired Tri-State Refining Company and increased
the production capacity of its refinery in Catletts
burg to 5,500 barrels per day. Under Blazer's leader
ship, Ashland Refining Company merged with its
parent company, Swiss Oil, in 1936 to form Ash
land Oil and Refining Company. During World

ASIAN AMERICANS. In contrast to the thou

sands of European immigrants who arrived in
Northern Kentucky in the 19th and early 20th cen
turies, immigrants from Asia were few in number
and during that period were often viewed as curi
osities by local residents. In the latterpart of the 19th
century, Chinese immigrants began arriving in the
region. Many of them found homes and opened
small businesses in Covington, and some others
settled in Newport. Covington once had the largest
Chinese population in the commonwealth of Ken
tucky. Another group of Asians came much later:
after the fall of Saigon, Vietnam, in 1975, a small

War II the company built an aviation gasoline

number of Vietnamese immigrants made Northern

plant near the Catlettsburg refinery that became
Ashland's number two refinery. In 1946 products

Kentucky their home.
Chinese people first began immigrating to the
United States in large numbers in the middle of the
19th century. They came to this country primarily

were sold for the first time under the brand name

Ashland. Over the years, the company expanded its
product capacity and broadened its marketing base
through a series of acquisitions and mergers. The
1949 purchase of Valvoline brought Ashland Inc.
its third refinery. In 1966 the acquisition of Warren
Brothers, one of the nation's largest paving contrac
tors, brought expansion into highway construction
and construction materials. In 1967, with the pur
chase of ADM Chemical Group, Ashland created
Ashland Chemical and consolidated its chemical

manufacturing and sales operations; the following
year the company's sales surpassed $1 billion. The
company name was changed to Ashland Oil Inc. in
1970. In that same year, SuperAmerica, a retail
chain of gas stations, was acquired. Ashland Oil
Inc. continued to expand through acquisitions and
mergers, and in 1991 it tripled its crude-oil collec
tion capacity when it merged with the Scurlock Oil
Company and purchased the Permian Corpora
tion. The company changed its name again in 1995
to Ashland Inc., to reflect the diverse nature of its

business. As a global company, Ashland Inc. began

for economic reasons, and most of them settled in

the western states, where jobs, especially in the
building of railroads, were plentiful. By 1880, 25
percent of California's workforce was of Chinese
descent. The overwhelming majority of these im
migrants were male laborers.
Chinese Americans faced racial prejudice in
this country. Their different styles of clothing, food,
language, and customs set them apart from other
Americans. In 1882 the U.S. Congress passed the
Chinese Exclusion Act, preventing citizens of
China from entering the country. The Chinese
Americans who were already in the country were
not forced to leave; however, they were forbidden to
apply for naturalization. The Chinese Exclusion
Act was the first legislation in U.S. history that
barred an entire ethnic group from immigrating to
this country.
The earliest mention of Chinese in Covington
appears in the Ticket newspaper in 1877 in an ar
ticle about the marriage of John Naw Lin, a Chi

ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
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nese American, and Mary Ann Morgan, who was

the relocation efforts in cooperation with Catholic

ASPEN GROVE/SUN WALLEY. The two small

of African American descent. Chinese Americans

Social Services.

rarely received any attention in the local press, ex
cept for the celebration of the Chinese New Year.
Reporters often covered the celebrations using ste
reotypical language.
In 1913 the 14-year-old Pong Dock, an
American-born citizen of Chinese descent, regis
tered to attend the Covington Public Schools,
causing a minor furor in the city. Some Covington
residents claimed that the boy should attend the
African American School in Covington because
he was not of European ancestry. The Kentucky
Post and the Kentucky Times-Star both ran arti
cles about the boy and the controversy concerning
his education. Eventually, the issue was turned
over to the Kentucky attorney general, M. Logan,
who determined that the superintendent of the
Covington Public Schools could choose which
school the boy should attend. Pong Dock was per
mitted to attend Covington's First District School
on Scott St. He began the first grade in September

In recent years, an increasing number of Japa
nese people have arrived in Northern Kentucky,
since the Toyota North America headquarters
has been located in Boone Co. and the company's
manufacturing plant is just south of the Northern
Kentucky region in Georgetown. As a result, new

towns of Aspen Grove and Sun Valley are adja
cent in south-central Campbell Co. along U.S. 27.
Aspen Grove is a small rural community of fam
ily farms and a few buildings. The Aspen Grove
Elementary School, which operated from 1871 to

Asian-cuisine restaurants are appearing, as are

shows the school, at that time called the Flat

English-language classes for Japanese children and

woods School, and a cooper shop and a few resi
dences. Today, Aspen Grove is home to the Aspen
Grove Ministries (also known as the Aspen Grove
Pilgrim Holiness Church), which dates back to
about 1900. There are also three other organiza
tions with buildings at Aspen Grove: Lake Clari
ola, the Campbell Co. Game and Fish Sportsmen's
Club building, and a clubhouse and a lake owned
by the Knights of Columbus. All are located on
Licking Pk., just west of U.S. 27. The John W. Rei
ley School, formerly South School, is also there
along U.S. 27.
Sun Valley, also known as Slopptown, is at the
intersection of Licking Pk., U.S. 27, and Race Track
Rd. The nickname Slopptown is a reference to the
many pig farms earlier found there. Legend has it
that a county official, wanting to buy land and build
a home nearby, wanted a better name for the com
munity. This person reportedly used his influence
to change the name to Sun Valley. Always a city
dwellers' retreat area, Sun Valley has had stores,
roadside motels, campgrounds, and fishing lakes
(such as Bartlett's Lake) since long before express
ways were built in the vicinity.

adults.

“Covington Chinaman Is Waiting for Centennial."
KP August 19, 1914,4,
Covington City Directories, 1880–1948.
“Enters Now a Chinese Beauty to Be Haled as World's
Perfect Woman,” KP September 13, 1913, 1.
“Great Joy among Chinese,” KP, April 21, 1905, 1.

“Little Chinese Boy Is Given Chance in Covington
School; How to Teach Him Is a Puzzle," KTS, Sep
tember 19, 1913, 20.

"Little Lilly Entertains Papa's Customers," KP, Octo
ber 28, 1929, 1.

"A Novel Marriage," Covington Ticket, September

1913. Other Chinese American children attended
18, 1877, 3.

classes at a special Chinese-language program at
St. Xavier Catholic School in Cincinnati. One of

these children was Lily Wong, who was five years
old in 1929. Her father operated a Chinese restau
rant in Covington at the corner of Madison Ave.
and Pike St. Lily was bilingual and thus was able to
act as an interpreter at her father's restaurant. An
other educational opportunity available to Chi
nese Americans was Bible lessons offered by the
Covington YMCA.

Most Chinese Americans in Covington oper
ated laundries. By 1880 one Chinese laundry had
already been established at 519 Madison Ave. By
1897,60f the 11 laundries in Covington were oper
ated by Chinese Americans. In 1910, 8 Chinese
laundries were in operation, 1 on Pike St. and 7
along Madison Ave. The number of Chinese laun
dries remained stable in the years between 1900

“Play Ping Pong with Pong Case," KP, September 24,
1914, 1.

"Queer," KP, February 16, 1904, 1.
David E. Schroeder

ASMAN, HENRY BERNARD, JR., “BUB”

(b. August 17, 1949, Louisville, Ky). Henry Bernard
Asman Jr., an award-winning sound editor, is the
son of Harriet McIntyre and Dr. Henry Bernard
Asman Sr. He graduated from St. Xavier High

Baptist Church of Alexandria has recently moved.
telecommunications from the University of Ken
tucky in Lexington in 1971, then relocated to Los
Angeles to begin a career in sound editing.
Asman won an Oscar in 2007 at the 79th

Academy Awards ceremony for his work as a
sound editor on Clint Eastwood's movie Letters

from Iwo Jima; he was also nominated in the
same category for Eastwood's Flags of Our Fa
thers. Previous Oscar nominations by the Acad
emy acknowledged Asman's sound editing for
The U.S. Censuses for 1900 and 1910 shed
Arnold Schwarzenegger's film Eraser in 1997 and
much light on the lives of Chinese Americans in
for Eastwood's Space Cowboys in 2001. Asman
Covington. All were males and most were single (if
has served as a sound editor and supervising
they were married, their spouses were not living in
sound editor for more than 50 motion pictures.
Covington). The average age was between 35 and
His credits include The Legend of Zorro, Million
40. A majority of the Chinese Americans had been
Dollar
Baby, Mystic River, Lara Croft: Tomb
born in China; all who were natives of the United
Raider, Midnight in the Garden of Good and
States had been born in California. A significant
Evil, The Bridges of Madison County, Die Hard
number were able to speak English.
2, Lethal Weapon 2, and The Postman Always
Vietnamese immigrants began arriving in
Rings Twice.
Northern Kentucky during the 1970s. At the time
Asman and his wife, the former Jacquelyn
of the fall of Saigon in 1975, the Diocese of Coving
Chism, moved to Northern Kentucky in 1984 to
ton's Catholic Social Service Bureau began the
begin raising their two sons in Fort Wright. Asman
Vietnamese Refugee Resettlement Program, which now lives in Union. Both of his brothers, William
Chinese laundries appear in the Covington City
Directory in the late 1940s.

tially, the group was housed in Mount St. Martin
in Newport. Mount St. Martin was owned by the
Sisters of Divine Providence and was the reli

gious order's original motherhouse. Rev. Raymond
Nieman of the Covington Diocese spearheaded

One of these former motelsitesis where Main St.

School in Louisville in 1967 and received a BA in

and 1945, ranging between five and eight. The last

brought 30 Vietnamese refugees to Northern Ken
tucky. These individuals were all part of the ex
tended family of Rev. Thomas Vu Minh Thai. Ini

1936, was a one-room structure and the source of

the community's name. The local 1883 Lake atlas

Several subdivisions have started, and the Southern

Campbell Fire Department has a new facility on
Race Track Rd. The Fire Department began in a
building along U.S. 27, but this firehouse was taken
by the highway expansion. Race Track Rd. derives
its name from a short-lived horse-racing track that

was once on the grounds of A. J. Jolly County Park.
The park began in 1961 as the Campbell Co. Park
and was renamed for a former county judge execu
tive. At 600 acres, it is one of the largest county
owned parks in the state. Sun Valley has the poten
tial for much growth and quite likely will become
more of a bedroom community in the near future.
An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.

Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,

Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
Kenneth A. Reis

ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN
MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH. The small vil

lage of Mullins Station, along the Kentucky Cen
L. Asman and John B. Asman, pursued careers in
the television and motion picture industry, Wil
liam as a camera operator and cinematographer
and John as a sound rerecording mixer.
Asman, Henry Bernard “Bub,” Jr. Telephone interview
by Ron Ellis, March 8, 2007.
Ron Ellis

tral Railroad, was home to the first Catholic

church in the Morning View area of southern Ken
ton Co. The small log church was built by the Bene
dictine Fathers of the St. Joseph Priory (see St. Jo
seph Catholic Church) in Covington in the late
1860s and named St. Benedict. The Benedictines

relinquished care of the church in 1873, at which
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time a priest of the Diocese of Covington (see Ro
man Catholics), Rev. Charles Excel, was appointed
its first resident pastor. In the early 1880s, the parish
started a small school that operated until 1901. It
closed because it was neverable to establish a viable

enrollment. The original logchurch was replaced in
1886 by a new structure, and the parish was re
named Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
The church is usually referred to as St. Mary.
The parish acquired new property near Morn
ing View Station and built a frame church and a
priest's house on a hilltop. This church, complete
with a mural by local artist Johann Schmitt, re
mains, but the house, along with many parish rec
ords, burned in 1917. In 1908 Covington bishop
Camillus P. Maes created St. Matthew Catholic

Church in White Villa (now known as Kenton) as a

mission to St. Mary. By the 1950s, St. Matthew
Church had grown enough that parishioners con
structed a school, which was staffed by the Sisters
of Divine Providence, who resided in a convent

within the same building. With the new school
and with population growing more in Kenton than
in Morning View, the status of the two churches
was reversed in 1955: St. Matthew Church was

made the parish and St. Mary its mission. St. Mat
thew Church's school closed in 1969 because the

sisters could no longstaff it.
After the school closed, the building was no lon
ger needed for classrooms or living quarters for
the sisters. St. Matthew Church's pastor, Rev. Henry
Haacke, turned the former convent into a rectory
and in 1975 tookup residenceat St. Matthew Church
instead of St. Mary. In 1975 he decided to close and
demolish the old St. Matthew Church and convert

the former classrooms into a place of worship. St.
Mary has remained open as a mission of St. Mat
thew Church, though it is used only in the summer;
it lacks heating, and the road up the hill is some
times icy in winter. Some parishioners attempted in
the 1970s and 1980s to place St. Mary on the Na
tional Register of Historic Places, hoping that this
designation would prevent future destruction of the
church, but their efforts were unsuccessful.

Bach, Jean. "Families Keep 125-Year-Old Parish
Alive," Messenger, August 5, 1994, 20.
Beaver, Susan. “Holy Cause: Man, 18, and Woman, 83,
Are Working to Preserve Their Church,” KPJuly 2,
1983, 6K.

Messenger, May 29, 1955, 13A.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky. Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Shroeder, David E. "Jubilee Cross Visits St. Matthew

and St. Mary," Messenger, July 28, 2000, 7.
Thomas S. Ward

sioner; his duties were to serve as paymaster for local
Home Guard troops during the Civil War and to
act as a federal judge. Athey secured nomination as
Kenton Co. attorney following his attendance at an
antislavery convention in Independence in 1864.

City). America's foremost ornithologist and illus
trator of birds, John James Audubon, was the il

legitimate son of Jeanne Rabbine, a Santo Do
mingo chambermaid and mistress to the French
sea captain and slave trader Jean Audubon. John's

After the war he was elected a Kenton Co. commis

mother died when he was about six months old,

sioner, a position he held for two years. Athey
formed a legal partnership with John Finnell, and
they set up offices in Covington at 323 Scott St. He
was Covington city attorney (1866, 1867, and 1871).
He served as mayor of Covington from 1874 to 1890.
Near the end of his mayoral term, a street in Cov
ington was named in his honor. Athey married
twice and had a daughter by his first wife and three
daughters and one son by his second wife, Kate Ste
phens Athey. His only son, Paul, died unexpectedly
at age three.
A group of Athey's friends in 1883 presented to
him a handmade walking cane that was carved

and his father and his father's wife, Anne Moynette
Audubon, adopted John. The name John James

from an oak tree located near the courthouse in

Lexington. In 1890 he was elected Covington po
lice judge, and he held that position until 1897.
Athey died in 1901 at age 75, while living at the
Woodford Flats in Covington and was buried in
the Highland Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.
Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky Cincinnati:
J. M. Armstrong, 1878.

Johnson, W. A. "Judge Athey Is Dead,” KP, April 18,
19()], 1.

Reis, Jim. “Street Honors Popular Mayor, KP, June 7,
1999, 4K.

Audubon is a later Americanized version of the

name, Jean-Jacques Fougère Audubon, that the
Audubons gave him. Audubon grew up in France,
where he received little formal education; he at

tended a military academy, however, and briefly
studied art under Jacques-Louis David in Paris.
Audubon immigrated to the United States in
1803, to manage his father's estate, Mill Grove, at
Norristown, Pa.

In 1808 Audubon married Lucy Green
Bakewell (see Bakewell Family), who lived on an
adjoining Norristown farm. Historian John Burns
reports that Audubon and his wife lived in Cov
ington, Ky., for a short time with her brother,
Thomas Woodhouse Bakewell. The Audubons and

the Bakewells moved to Louisville later in 1808,

where they operated a mercantile business for
about two years. The partners moved the business
to Henderson in 1810, but it eventually failed. One
of the reasons the business failed was that Audu

bon spent too much time with his avocation, bird
watching. Audubon served time in a debtor's prison
but was freed after filing for bankruptcy. In 1819 he
moved to Cincinnati and was employed as a taxi

ATWOOD, LEE (b. October 6, 1904, Walton,

dermist with the new Daniel Drake Western Mu

Ky.; d. March 5, 1999, Santa Monica, Calif). Aero
nautical engineer and CEO John Leland "Lee" At
wood left Northern Kentucky at a young age. He
attended Wayland College in Plainview, Tex., and
studied engineering at the University of Texas at
Austin. He worked for the Douglas Aircraft Com
pany in Santa Monica, Calif., before joining North
American Aviation in 1934 as chief engineer, he
became a vice president the following year. He was

seum. While there, Audubon studied and painted
cliffswallows living in the Licking River valley. He
kept his taxidermist position for about a year and
then traveled down the Ohio and Mississippirivers
to New Orleans, studying birds along the way.
From 1823 to 1828, he and his wife supported
themselves by operating a private school for girls at

associated with North American until 1967, serv

books of his nature studies: a five-volume set, The

ing as president, CEO, and chairman of the board;
after merging the company with Rockwell Stan
dard, he served North American Rockwell as pres

Birds of America (1827–1838); Synopsis of Birds
of North America (1839), which cataloged all his
birds; and a three-volume set, The Viviparous
Quadrupeds of America (1846–1854). These books

ident and CEO until his retirement in 1971.

Under his leadership the following aircraft
were developed: T-6 Texan, B-25 Mitchell, P-51
Mustang, F-86 Sabre, F-100 Super Sabre, X-15, XB
70, and the B-1 Bomber. He also led North Ameri

can Rockwell into the manufacturing of space cap
sules. Upon his death in 1999, a British aviation
and space writer wrote that no one individual had
shaped the face of the British air force more than
Lee Atwood. In 1954 Atwood was elected presi

West Feliciana Parish, La.

In his later years, Audubon compiled several

and the tales he told about his adventures in the

American frontier brought him worldwide fame
and prosperity.
He lived his later years in his New York City
home called Minnie's Land, along the Hudson
River, where Audubon Park is now located. Audu

bon died at age 65 and was buried in the Trinity
Church Cemetery in Manhattan, N.Y.

The Audubon name is carried by four streets in

dent of the Institute of Aeronautical Sciences, and

Northern Kentucky: Audubon Rd. and Audubon

ATHEY, ROBERT (b. December 19, 1825, Lex

in 1984 he was named to the International Aero

Ln. in Park Hills, near Devou Park; Audubon Pl.

ington, Ky.; d. April 17, 1901, Covington, Ky.) Rob
ert A. Athey was born and raised in Lexington,

space Hall of Fame.

in Fort Thomas; and Audubon Ct. in Florence.

"Boone Man Is Honored, KTS, January 12, 1954,3A.
Gunston, Bill. "Obituary." Independent (London),
April 3, 1999, available at http://FindArticles.com

There is also a statue honoring Audubon, along

where, after studying law at Transylvania Univer
sity, he was admitted to the Fayette Co. Bar Asso
ciation. In 1850, he was elected to the Kentucky
House of Representatives. He moved to Covington
in about 1855 and became a prominent figure in lo
cal politics. In 1862 he was elected U.S. commis

Riverside Dr. near downtown Covington.
Answers.com. "John J. Audubon." www.answers.com

(accessed November 9, 2007).
(accessed March 27, 2007).

AUDUBON, JOHN JAMES (b. April 26, 1785,
Les Cayes, Haiti; d. January 27, 1851, New York

Burns, John E. A History of Covington, Kentucky,
through 1865. 6 vols. Covington, Ky. Self
published, 1986.

AUGUSTA

Keating, L. Clark. Audubon: The Kentucky Years.
Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1976.
Kleber, John E. ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia. Lex
ington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Jack Wessling
AUGUSTA. Augusta, the former county seat of
Bracken Co., is situated at the convergence of the
Ohio River and Bracken Creek at the intersection

of Ky. Rt. 8 (Mary Ingles Highway) and Ky. Rt.
19, about 42 miles east of Cincinnati. The Ohio

River flows along the north city limit, with no
bends for nine miles and without the obstruction

of a floodwall, creating a truly outstanding view,
one that has been used in several Hollywood mov
ies. The name of the town may have originated with
its founder, Capt. Philip Buckner, in honor of his
former home, Augusta Co., Va. At Buckner's be
hest, a meeting was held and town trustees were
chosen, and then Buckner deeded over to them the

600 acres on which the city is located. Parts of this
land were then parceled and sold as lots in 1795.
Two years later, on October 2, 1797, the Kentucky
legislature issued the town its charter.
Augusta was the seat of government in Bracken
Co.; a courthouse was constructed in 1803 on the

publicsquare at Third and Park Sts. This site served
as the county's seat until the late 1830s, when the
county government was moved to Brooksville. Be
tween 1840 and 1904, the county's first courthouse
served as the Augusta community hall, hosting
many amateur plays and providing the town with a
forum site for speeches delivered by several noted
orators.

The first school in Augusta was a private one
begun in 1795 by Robert Schoolfield. It met in a
two-story log cabin at 211 Riverside Dr. that re
mains in excellent condition. Later, private schools

were operated by a Professor Bricket, a Mr. Hender
son, Richard Keene, Richard Mitchell, and Z. Har
mon; Harmon advertised a school for ladies and

gentlemen in Buckner's home. The town's leaders
established Bracken Academy in 1798, and the state
awarded it a charter and agrant of land in 1799. The
academy built several buildings, including a class
room on the southeast corner of Third and Eliza

beth Sts; the brick dormitory remains standingto
day and is used as a private residence. The trustees
oftheacademy were named Armstrong, Blanchard,
Boude, Brooks, Buckner, Davis, Fee, Logan, Mar
shall, Patterson, Patti, and Wells. Bracken Academy
merged in 1822 with Augusta College, which re
ceived its charter from the Kentucky legislature
that year and was fully operational by 1825. The
conferences of the Methodist Church of Ohio and

of Kentuckysponsored Augusta College. Governed
overall by America's Methodist Episcopal Church,
Augusta College was the first Methodist college in
Kentucky and only the third in the United States.
The original building was 80 by 40 feet, three sto
ries high, and had 15 rooms, including a chapel, a
lecture hall, and the library.
The Presbyterian congregation in Augusta be
gan in 1803. Arthur Thome built its first church
building in 1815–1818 on land at E. Main at Third
that he had donated. The current Augusta Pres
byterian Church on Fourth St. was built in 1879.
The second church in Augusta was the Methodist
Episcopal Church, initially a log structure built by
James Armstrong around 1817 at Riverside and
Bracken Sts;thatbuilding was replaced in the 1830s
by the current stucco-covered structure at 222Riv
erside. The Augusta Christian Church was orga
nized on March 14, 1840, and its original brick
meetinghouse was at 311 Bracken, in 1888 the cur
rent church on Fourth St. was erected. The old
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church building on the corner of southeast Third
and Bracken Sts. was used forthefirst Baptist Church
established in Augusta, which was pastored at its
beginning by J. F. Felix. The present Baptist church
building was erected on Fourth St. in 1893. Augus
ta's St. Augustine Catholic Church was formed
in 1859. The St. Paul Methodist Episcopal Church,
formerly known as the Methodist Episcopal Church,
was moved to its new location on Frankfort and Sec

ond Sts, on September 11, 1894. Its first pastor was
Rev. McDade. The Nazarene Church began in 1924,
with O. E. Shelton as its pastor. In June 1925 the
Nazarene Church began holding services in a new
building on Park St.; the current site of this church
is on W. Fourth St.

The familyarchives of Stephen Collins Foster,
who composed the song "My Old Kentucky Home"
and many others, indicate that Foster visited Au
gusta and stayed with his uncles, Dr. John Tomlin
son and Dr. Joseph S. Tomlinson, president of Au
gusta College. A historical highway marker located
in the city notes the town's influence upon Foster's
later compositions. In particular, the "old Negro
church on the hill," in Augusta's west side, was said
to have been where Foster heard the harmonious

sounds that later inspired him to incorporate simi
lar melodylines into his famous spirituals.
The publishing of newspapers in Augusta was
an excellent funding supplement to the academies,
the churches, and even the college in Augusta. The
earliest newspapers printed in Augusta were the
Augusta Whig and the Colonizationist and Lit
erary Journal, published by J. S. Power in 1818,
and the Bracken Sentinel, printed in 1820, copies
of which are contained in files at the Bracken Co.

Historical Society. The next paper to serve Augusta
was the Western Watchman, edited by H. H. Ka
vanaugh and published by James Armstrong in
1822. In 1825 the Augusta Chronicle appeared
in print; the Augusta Herald was next, in 1827,
printed by John Wood. Both of these papers were
supported directly by Augusta College. Later, the
Bracken Chronicle, the Augusta Independent,
and the Augusta Times were printed and circu
lated in town.

Ferries have provided service from Augusta
across the Ohio River continuously since April 2,
1798. The land used by the first ferry was initially
owned by John Jenkins. On April 3, 1798, John
Blanchard and John Boude paid 50 pounds for the
right to have a ferryat Augusta, under John Boude's
management. At one time Augusta College oper
ated this ferry service and received a large portion
of the revenues from it. Several different ferry ser
vices have been conducted over the years, and cur
rently two ferry boats, the Ole Augusta and the
Jenny Ann, remain in daily operation under the
auspices of the Augusta Ferry Authority Inc. In
former times there were palatial steamboats dock
ing at Augusta with many hogsheads of New Or
leans sugarcane, molasses, and sorghum in barrels
to be purchased for resale by local merchants.
In its early history, Augusta was a popular port
where settlersbrought products such as hemp, live
stock, tobacco, and wine for shipment on the river.
The Beehive Tavern, W. Riverside Dr., Augusta.

Between 1820 and 1850, settlers from the Rhineland
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of Germany arrived in Augusta and helped to es
tablish a thriving viniculture and wine industry.
Sometime before 1860, three German craftsmen,

named Federer, Stievater, and Schweitzer, con

structed for Abraham Baker an imposing stone
winery 40 by 100 feet. This edifice remains at the
junction of Ky. Rt. 19 and Ky. Rt. 8 and is currently

being renovated. There was a time when the wine
production of the Baker and Bradford wineries ri
valed that of the larger wineries in Cincinnati, but
eventually most of the region's vineyards were de
stroyed by blight.
Before the Civil War, Augusta was a noted cen
ter of abolitionists (see Underground Railroad,
Bracken Co.). Debates among the students at Au
gusta College concerning the "peculiar institution"
of slavery were held regularly. Among the college's
noted students opposing slavery were Rev. John G.
Fee, founder of Berea College, and Rev. James
Armstrong Thome, who became a professor of
belleslettres at Oberlin College in Oberlin, Ohio.
On September 27, 1862, Confederate lieutenant
colonel Basil Duke led seven companies of Mor
gan's Raiders (see John Hunt Morgan), with two
pieces of artillery, onto the cemetery hill overlook
ing Augusta (see Augusta Civil War Raid).
Augusta's greatest period of growth began in the
second half of the 19th century, when the town be
came a center of shipping for north central Ken
tucky and had a commodious 20-by-45-footmarket

company continues to manufacture barrier film for
health-care and hygienic use; it is a division of the
Griffon Corporation, which has corporate head
quarters in Jericho, NY. The oldest manufacturing
firm now operating in Augusta was established in
1883 as the Excelsior Handle Company. Today it is
operated as the F. A. Neider Auto-Fastener Group,
which currently is a part of AUVECO, a division of
the Auto Vehicle Parts Company. F. A. Neider, who
initially patented and manufactured hardware and
trimmings for fine horse-drawn carriages, founded
the original company. The Neider plant now manu

bacco, which was used in the manufacture of fine

cut, plug, and snuff tobacco, and the white burley
that was produced in the county commanded the
highest prices offered on the market. Great quanti
ties of this tobacco were bought by local dealers in
Augusta and shipped off to commission houses for
sale in other markets. In some years, these ship
ments amounted to more than 4 million pounds.

During the last quarter of the 20th century,
Augusta has been known best as the site of three
major films: James Michener's Centennial, PBS's
Huckleberry Finn, and Neil Simon's Lost in Yon
kers. Augusta is also home of Nick Clooney's
family, the former home of Rosemary Clooney,
and currently the home of the family of Miss Amer
ica 2000, Heather Renee French Henry, whose
husband, Dr.Steve Henry, was a two-term Kentucky
lieutenant governor (1995–2003). Noted play
wright Stuart Walker, who patented the portable
stage and introduced the individual spotlight
system used in theaters today, was raised on Au
gusta's Riverside Dr. The town's foremost artist was
Stephan Alke, who painted in oil and chose area
landscapes and portraits as his central themes. Alke
later became a student of the nationally known
Kentucky artist Frank Duveneck.
In the last half of the 20th century, some busi

shortly afterward and then reorganized on Janu
ary 1, 1854. In 1888 a new church building was
erected on a lot offered by Amanda Perrine, who
also contributed $1,000 for its construction. The

church building is brick with a stone foundation
and has a seating capacity of 200. Later, two rooms
and a baptistery were added to the building. In
1982 Fred and Ida Mae Schweitzer left funds for
the erection of a back addition to the church for

and boat industries.

additional Sunday school rooms.

The river has been both a hindrance and a

benefit as the city of Augusta has advanced into the
21st century. The devastating flood of 1997 led to
the removal of several homes, but it also provided
an opportunity for the town to develop green
spaces and parks for its visitors. The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers is responsible for maintenance
of the boat-dock facilities and was instrumental in

constructing the O'Neill RiverWalk, which makes
it possible for large pleasure and passenger enter
tainment boats to dock adjacent to the town's

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County. Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky:
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.
Caroline R. Miller

AUGUSTA CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE.

The Augusta Church of the Nazarene in Bracken
Co. had its origins in 1924 in a tent pitched for reli
gious services at the City Park of Augusta. The
church's next meeting place was a spacious River

center. Local restaurants and an inn continue to

side Dr. home in town that could accommodate

thrive, offering fine dining and overnight facilities
for tourists. In 2000, according to the U.S. Census,
1,204 people lived in the city of Augusta; in 2005 it
estimated the city's population at 1,257.

about 100 worshippers. In 1925 the church erected
a building on Park Ave. close to the City Park, but
this structure suffered great losses over the years

Algier, Keith. Ante-Bellum Augusta: The Life and
Times of a Kentucky River Town. Maysville, Ky.

of Rev. Shelby Mathews, the church's current build
ing was constructed on W. Fourth St. in town;
weekly attendance there numbers about 300. There
have been several additions to the church during
the last 20 years, and the church still strives to serve
the community.

Standard Quick Print, 2002.

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County. Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky:
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.

Rankins, Walter H. Augusta College, Augusta, Ken
tucky: First Established Methodist College,
1822–1849. Frankfort, Ky. Roberts, 1957.

from intermittent flooding. Under the leadership

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky:
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.

Caroline R. Miller
Caroline R. Miller

AUGUSTA BAPTIST CHURCH. Although
the Augusta Baptist Church in Bracken Co. was or
ganized in 1818, the church's first service was not
held until 1819. The congregation met in several
buildings and member homes in Augusta until a
permanent building was erected in the town in
1843 at the southeast corner of Third and Bracken
Sts. The church's chandelier, which used kerosene,

was lighted by means of a weight-and-pulley system
that raised and loweredit. That meetinghouselasted
more than 100 years before the current building
was opened in 1948. This lovely building has had
various additions, including a new bell tower that
replaced the first church's well-used wooden one.
Today, electricity has replaced the kerosene lighting
system; however, some of the first church's fixtures
are still being utilized at the new church.

AUGUSTA CIVIL WARRAID. The Confeder

ate raid of Augusta on September 27, 1862, during
the Civil War, culminated in 20 minutes of intense

hand-to-hand combat demonstrating that when
Union militia were well commanded, they could
effectively fight regular Confederate soldiers. The
raid occurred during the Confederate invasion of
Kentucky when Lt. Col. Basil W. Duke, screening
Confederate general Edmund Kirby Smith's
northern flank in Falmouth, decided to raid Cin

cinnati. Leading 450 men of Col. John Hunt Mor
gan's cavalry brigade, Duke was determined to
capture the home guard force recently organized
in Augusta, cross the Ohio River, and threaten Cin
cinnati, causing Union troops to withdraw from
Walton in order to relieve the threat.

In Augusta, Col. Joshua T. Bradford had been
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
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nesses in town closed their doors, but two factories

continue to thrive in Augusta. Clopay Plastic Prod
ucts Company, which opened in August 1955, ini
tially produced plastic covers, then later switched to
making window blinds and blackout covers. This

tian Church, located on Bracken St., was closed

factures add-ons for the automotive aftermarket

house. With the addition of a wharf boat, the town

was able to export large quantities of the products
grown and produced in the area. Bracken Co. be
came the nation's top producer of white burley to

nized March 15, 1840, as this newly formed de
nomination of independent Christian churches
spread throughout Kentucky. The Augusta Chris

Caroline R. Miller
AUGUSTA CHRISTIAN CHURCH. The Au

gusta Christian Church in Bracken Co. was orga

drilling a new home guard unit of 125 men, and
when his scouts reported the approach of Duke's
column that morning, Bradford called them out
and organized a very effective interservice defensive
plan. He went to the Ohio Riverlanding and ordered
the captains of the gunboats Belfast and Florence
Miller, each vessel with one 12-pound cannon, to
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fire grape and canister shot at Duke's men when
they advanced toward the river along Upper St., Au
gusta's main street. He had his men drawn up in
ranks in a vacantlot, and he told them they were to
move into the second stories of brickhouses on each

side of Upper St. near the riverlanding. They would
win, he said, by overwhelming the Rebels with in
fantry crossfire and grape and canister shot from
the gunboats. "Now, my gallant boys," he shouted,
"all who are willingtostandby me, and by our arms,
holdupyour righthand"They all raised their hands
and gave a cheer.
Duke and his raiders arrived with two howitzers

and occupied the hill that runs parallel to the river
and overlooks the town. He had a clear view of the

gunboats, and they were well within range of hisar
tillery. He ordereda detachment of 100 mento move
to the right, enterthetown from the east, and occupy
a sandbar upriver a short distance from the landing
When the cannons began firing, they were to open
on the gunboats with their rifles. Bradford had or
dered the gunboat captains to shell Duke's men on
the hill, and the crew of the Belfast fired three can
non shots. But after the first shot, Duke's cannons

commenced firing and splashed water on the boats,
making one direct hit on the Belfast. At the same
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time, Duke's men on the sandbar fired their rifles,

riddling both boats with bullet holes. This was too
much punishment for the gunboat captains; they
hoisted anchors and fled upriver at full steam.
Expecting the outnumbered "green" home
guardstoguickly give upas well, Duke ordered most
ofhis mentocharge dismounted toward the riveron
Upper St. and capture the men he had seen entering
houses when he first arrived. The attack was easy
until the Confederates reached the last town square
toward the river. Suddenly, they were caught in
crossfireby home guards firing down from second
story windows. Duke ordered his mento oneside of
the street and brought up his two cannons. He had
them double-shotted with canister and elevated to

fire just below the windows from which the militia
men were firing Duke's men set fire to a few houses,
and white flags appeared from a few windows. The
Confederates incorrectly assumed that this was a
general surrender, and when firing continued from
other houses, the attackers were infuriated. They
broke down doors and closed on home guards in
side in hand-to-hand fighting "I never saw them
fight with such ferocity." Duke recalled.
After about 20 minutes, all of the survivingmi
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Augusta College. This original 1825 building was destroyed by fire in 1856.
werebrokenin, someofour young men displayed a
heroism, and tracesofcool, manly courage, worthy
of regulars on any battlefield."
Duke, Basil W. A History of Morgan's Cavalry 1867.
Reprint, West Jefferson, Ohio. Genesis, 1997.
Matthews, Gary Robert. Basil Wilson Duke, CSA:

The Right Man in the Right Place. Lexington:
Univ. Press of Kentucky, 2005.
James A. Ramage

litia men surrendered. Bradford had 9 dead and 15

AUGUSTA COLLEGE. The first school in Au

wounded. Two and one-half squares of the town
were burning, and the damage was estimated at

gusta, Augusta College, was begun by Robert
Schoolfield in 1795 in a simple log structure that,
remarkably well preserved, still stands at 211 W.
Riverside Dr. The second school in Augusta was
Bracken Academy, started in 1798 at 301 Elizabeth
St. There was a series of buildings at this site with
wooden dormitory rooms attached to the main
two-story brick classroom building.
In 1822 Bracken Academy merged with Au
gusta College, which had just received a charter
from the Kentucky legislature that year. The new
Augusta College, which was the first Methodist
College in Kentucky and the third in the nation,
was sponsored by the Methodist Church confer

$100,000. Duke had 21 men killed and 18wounded,
one of whom was Lt. Col. William Courtland

Prentice, son of George Prentice, editor of the Lou
isville Journal. Prentice was shot through the
lungs and died two days later. Duke withdrew
and remembered that night in Augusta as "the
gloomiest and saddest that any man among us had
ever known." Bradford blamed his surrender on

the gunboats and in a letter to the Cincinnati
Commercial commended both sides. "In some in
stances," he wrote, "Greek met Greek, and in some

instances of a hand to hand fight, where the doors

ences of Ohio and Kentucky. Each state had ap
pointed a committee to consider establishing a
Methodist school in the region. The committee
members representing Ohio were John Collins,
Martin Ruter, and David Young, and those rep
resenting Kentucky were Henry Bascom, Alex
ander Cummins, and Charles Holliday. One of the
factors that led to choosing Augusta as the site for
the new college was the town's location along the
Ohio River and the Ohio-Kentucky border.
By 1825 Augusta College was completely oper
ational, and the trustees began to disseminate in
formation about the curriculum and the faculty in
newspapers published in Ohio and Kentucky. John
Armstrong was president of the college. At this
time tuition for Latin and Greek languages was
$3.00 per quarter, tuition for "high branches" of
English was also $3.00, and boarding at the college
for each term ranged from $1.00 to $1.50. The col
lege campus began at Third St. and extended to
Riverside Dr. It had two dormitories, one at Sec
ond and Bracken Sts., and the other at Second and
Frankfort Sts. The brick classroom structure was

80 by 40 feet, three stories high, and had a base
ment. The campus included a chapel, recitation and
lecture rooms, literary society halls, the library,
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AUGUSTA FERRY

mineral and geological storage cabinets, and a
chemistry laboratory.
The collegiate year was divided into two terms,
the first commencing on the fourth Monday in
September and the second on the third Monday in
March, with the second term closing on the first
Friday in August. The public commencement cer
emonies were held on the third Friday in August.
Instruction in the modern languages, fine arts, and
lectures on chemistry all required an additional fee
to be paid to the professors of those courses.
Students came from several states, arriving
by stagecoach, horseback, steamboat, and other
means. From 1825 until 1849, when it closed, the

college's enrollment ranged between 130 students
and a high of almost 200. There were two literary
societies, the Union and the Jefferson Societies,

each of which played a major role in student ac
tivities. Students had personal libraries, and the
2,500-volume college library was available to them

odist school in Ohio and the fact that Kentucky
was a slave state. In the case of the Kentucky Meth
odist Conference, its desire to have a more cen

trally located school and the fact that many of the
professors at Augusta College had expressed anti
slavery sentiments were prominent factors. Aban
doned by both Methodist conferences, Augusta
College was doomed. The college's charter was re
voked by the Kentucky legislature on February 26,
1849, and the college ceased to function on June 1,
1849.

Two of the most prominent local families whose
sons attended the college were the Marshalls and
Doniphans. Gen. George Catlett Marshall's grand
father, William Champe Marshall, and many in his
family studied there. Alexander Doniphan grad
uated from Augusta College before becoming agen
eral in the U.S. Army. Often, too, the college's trust
ees were from well-known local families with names

such as Bradford, Key, Payne, Savage, Shropshire,

as well.

Thome, and Weldon.

Aside from the properties and general resources
available to the institution, a plan was made to es
tablish a permanent endowment fund in order to
create endowed teaching posts that paid either
$10,000 or $14,000 per year. It was further stipu
lated that these endowment funds were to be ap
plied to the McKendree Professorship of Moral
Science and the Roberts Professorship of Mathe
matics. Some progress was made toward establish
ing another $10,000 endowed teaching seat to
honor Bishop Soule of Ohio, who was president of

Several of Augusta College's faculty, for example
Henry Bascom, who became president of Transyl
vania University, and John P. Durbin and Herman
Johnson, both of whom served as president of Dick
inson College (Pa.), achieved high levels of profes
sional achievement. The college also had many dis
tinguished alumni, some of the most prominent
being Randolph S. Foster, president of North
western University in Illinois; Governor Robert
Wickliffe of Louisiana; U.S. general William Pres
ton;John G. Fee, cofounder of Berea College, Berea,
Ky; George Robertson, honorary chief justice of the
Kentucky court of appeals; and William S. Groes
beck, an independent candidate for president of the

the Board of Trustees. Additional sources of reve

nue for the college came from its publication of the
Augusta Herald and from operating the Augusta
ferry.
Rev. John P. Finley of Ohio had been appointed
to the Kentucky Methodist Conference in order to
found the Augusta College's preparatory depart
ment. He became president of the college for a
short while before he died in 1825. The next presi
dent was Martin Ruter, from Massachusetts, who

also became the college's professor of orientallan
guages and belles-lettres. Ruter later founded South
western University in Texas. About this same time,
construction of the Methodist church on the cor

To some, paradoxically, the greatest glory of
Augusta College was in its demise. Operating from
1822 until 1849, it was a center of the antislavery
movement in Kentucky, and the feeling against the
college became so intense that the Kentucky legis
lature decided to revoke the college's charter. Thus
closed an institution with great prospect and fu
ture. However, the achievements of Augusta Col
lege graduates brought high honor to both its com
munity and the state where it stood.
Algier, Keith. Ante-Bellum Augusta: The Life and
Times of a Kentucky River Town. Maysville, Ky:

Tomlinson as the “ablest debater in America." It

Caroline R. Miller

ties, some of which came about because in 1842 the

Kentucky Methodist Conference transferred its
support from Augusta College to Transylvania Uni
versity in Lexington. Two years later, in 1844, the
Ohio Methodist Conference terminated funding
for Augusta College, leaving the institution in dire
financial straits. Both of these decisions had geo
graphical and social-political underpinnings. In
the case of the Ohio Methodist Conference, the
decision was based on a desire to charter a Meth

underneath on each side.

The next tugboat put into use as a ferry was the
Ole Augusta; this ferry service was owned by a
group of Augusta businesspeople. The group sold
their operating rights to the City of Augusta, which
ran the ferry service for a few years. David Cart
mell of Maysville bought the ferry and operated it
for a few more years before a group of local citizens
bought it back in order to enhance tourism in
Augusta.

Having obtained grant moneys from the state,
the Augusta Ferry Authority purchased a new tug
boat, the Jenny Ann, which currently is used as the
power unit to transport a barge that, when full, can
carry eight cars or trucks for a fee of five dollars
each. The Ole Augusta tug is kept ready to use
whenever there are repairs and scheduled dry
dock inspections of the larger tug. In 2005 the ferry
was operatingbetween Augusta and Boude's Land
ing in Ohio from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. daily.

United States in 1872.

ner of Riverside and Bracken Sts. began, paid for by
funds donated by James Armstrong.
After Martin Ruter left, Joseph S. Tomlinson, a
professor of natural philosophy and chemistry and
composer Stephen Collins Foster's uncle, be
came the president of the college. Some regarded
turned out that he was Augusta College's last presi
dent; by the 1840s, the college was experiencing a
declining enrollment and severe financial difficul

for two-wheelcarriages and 66 cents for four-wheel
vehicles. The charge for passengers riding a horse
on a ferry was a nickel, and free-standing cattle
cost 13 cents per head. Farmers paid 25 cents for
each hogshead of tobacco they transported on a
ferry.
On February 12, 1900, J. W. Bowman and T.S.
Bradford, owners of the Augusta Ferry, reported to
the town court that they had sold their rights to
operate a ferry to the Commercial Club of Augusta.
Later Roy Edgington, John O'Neill, and Charles
Smith served as operators of this ferry. In 1926
Kline O'Neill purchased the operational rights,
and his son Robert O'Neill ran the ferry businesses
using the tug Mr. Hanes, which had two wheels

Standard Quick Print, 2002.

Rankins, Walter H. Augusta College, Augusta, Ken

tucky: First Established Methodist College,
1822–1849. Frankfort, Ky. Roberts, 1957.

AUGUSTA FERRY. The licensing offerry opera
tions in Augusta, which continue today, began
when John Jenkins and Hugh Marshallestablished
boat landings on the Kentucky and Ohio shores of
the Ohio River on April 2, 1798. One day later,
John Blanchard pledged financing, in the sum of
50 pounds, for John Boude to operate a ferry be
tween Augusta and the Ohio shore. Over the next
century, numerous individuals operated a ferry in
roughly this location.
During the early 1800s, ferry usage fees were
established by local courts, beginning at 25 cents

Algier, Keith. Ante-Bellum Augusta: The Life and
Times of a Kentucky River Town. Maysville, Ky:
Standard Quick Print, 2002.

Miller, Caroline, ed. Augusta, Kentucky: Old Timer
Talks by J. W. Crumbaugh. Maysville, Ky. Stan
dard Quick Print, 2003.
Caroline R. Miller

AUGUSTA HIGH SCHOOL. Augusta High
School, on Bracken St. in Augusta (Bracken Co.),
operates under the auspices of Augusta Indepen
dent Schools, one of the smallest systems in Ken
tucky, with an enrollment of 280 students from
prekindergarten through grade 12. Augusta High
School dates back to 1887, when Augusta Indepen
dent Schools moved to the site once occupied by
Augusta College. Formal class instruction began
in fall 1889. The third building on the lot, the Au
gusta Free Grade School, was completed in Octo
ber 1899 and burned in December 1899. A gymna
sium with a 500-person capacity was built at
Augusta High School and dedicated in December
1926; that structure contained eight feet of water
during the flood of 1937. Before integration in the
1950s, African American elementary students at
tended a separate Augusta grade school, and high
school students were transported to the John G.
Fee Industrial High School in Maysville.
The most famous graduate of Augusta High
School is Hollywood idol George Clooney (1979),

AUSTINBURG

and the carillon at the high school is dedicated to
his aunt, the "girl singer" Rosemary Clooney.
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County. Bicentennial ed. Brooksville, Ky:
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.

"Schools Show Strong Improvement," KP, August 14,
2004, 1 K.

AUGUSTA JAIL. The historic 1811 jail in Au
gusta is located on the south side of the town's
public square. It served as the Bracken Co. jail un
til the late 1830s and then was used as the city jail
until the latter half of the 1900s. The lower level,

which housed the inmates, was constructed of

between the two entrance doors," and it boasted a

Access to the farm was by a gated private road,

pipe organ. In 1894, at the urging of the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, the two Au
gusta Presbyterian churches reunited and became
known, once again, as the Augusta Presbyterian
Church. The church grew over the next several
years, and its women's group became more dynamic.
In 1929 a Sunday School building—fellowship hall
was built. As more years passed, the church in

which was entered from Madison Ave., near 15th

stalled its first female elder and deacon, and in 2003

it celebrated its 200th anniversary. Today the Au
gusta Presbyterian Church, led by commissioned
lay pastor Les Grooms, continues to play an active
role in the life of the Augusta community.

ing quarters.

The jail is believed to be the oldest jail in the
state still remaining on its original foundation. The
inmates' section had two rooms; one served as a

debtors' prison, while the other housed common
criminals. The criminals' room featured a "jail
within a jail," a dungeonlike room of solid log con
struction. A replica of the secure room has been
constructed, providing visitors with an under
standing of how prisoners were commonly treated
in a 19th-century rural county jail. The debtors'
prison, which was later altered by the addition of
two holding cells, contains fascinating examples of
prisoners' graffiti.

Augusta Presbyterian Church. One Hundred and
Fiftieth Anniversary, 1803–1953. Augusta, Ky.
Augusta Presbyterian Church, 1953.
Davidson, Robert. History of the Presbyterian
Church in the State of Kentucky. 1847. Reprint,

About 1850 Austin subdivided his land and be

gan selling building lots to mostly German Catho
lic settlers, who were interested in moving outside
Covington city limits to avoid city taxes. However,
the City of Covington annexed Austinburg in
1851. In the late 1880s, the first public utilities came
to the area; water, sewer, and gas lines were in
were paved.
Within Austinburg, the Fourth Street Public
School, designed by Covington architect Lyman
Walker, opened about 1870, and the St. Benedict
Catholic Church and school (see Samuel Han

Greenwood, S.C.: Attic Press, 1974.
Millie Bush

naford and Sons), opened in 1884. The church
and the schools have been important to the com
munity ever since.

AUGUSTA TRINITY UNITED METHOD

IST CHURCH. About 1799 John Benton orga
nized a Methodist group in Bracken Co. in a log
church at Sharon, near Chatham. Five years later,
Ferdinand Dora convened a Methodist society in
Augusta and later constructed Dora's Meeting
House and School, located near Gertrude. The

Gertrude school and church meetinghouse be
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky.

St. Austin built several greenhouses on his land
and also grew fruits and vegetables for sale on the
Covington and Cincinnati markets. He planted a
beautiful formal flower garden along a walkway
leading from the house to the Licking River.

stalled, brick sidewalks were laid, and the streets

limestone rock, with three-foot-thick outer walls.

The second level was brick and was the jailor's liv
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came the Mount Zion United Methodist Church

The Covington and Lexington Railroad
ran north and south along the western edge of
Austinburg and contributed greatly to the growth
of the community. In the late 1880s, the Chesa
peake and Ohio Railroad ran tracks east and
west through northern Austinburg, to connect
with the Kentucky Central Railroad (the for
mer Covington and Lexington) at 17th St. and
Madison Ave. (the KC Junction) in Peaselburg.
Good jobs were plentiful with both the railroads
and the large number of businesses in or near
Austinburg. Among the businesses were the Bo
genschutz Foundry and the Welsh and Craig Pack
ing Company, both built along the Licking River,
and the Jasper Distillery, at Burnet and Water Sts.
In later years, the Rice Packing Company operated
a plant at Patton and Eastern Aves. In 1903 the
Stewart Iron Works opened a plant along Madi
son Ave. and soon became Covington's largestem
ployer. In 1912 R.A. Jones & Company came to

Augusta Presbyterian Church, presently on Fourth
St. in Augusta, can trace its roots to 1803, when the
first Presbyterian Church in Bracken Co. was es
tablished. By June 1812 the congregation was meet
ing at the Augusta courthouse with Rev. Robert
Wilson as the regular minister, and by 1815 the
group had the name Augusta Presbyterian Church.

of today, and the Sharon Presbyterian Church was
later built on the site of Benton's log church. The
Sharon Methodist band of worshippers, a separate
body, continued in Augusta and occupied a new
building on Riverside and Bracken Sts. until per
sistent flooding made it unsafe. Many members of
this church's original congregation were support
ers of Augusta College, which was sponsored by
the Ohio and Kentucky conferences of the Meth
odist denomination. In 1885 property at Fourth
and Frankfort Sts. in Augusta was purchased, and
the current church was erected; additional Sunday

The first church building was constructed on

school rooms were built later. The Mount Zion

Entertainment was available to the citizens at

Upper St. in Augusta in 1818. By 1820 the Au
gusta Presbyterian Church had become a charter
member of the newly formed Ebenezer Presby
tery and had two commissioners serving on its
General Assembly. Over the next 40 years, the so
cial and political turbulence that engulfed the na
tion was also felt by the church. Rev. John Rankin,
a famous abolitionist (see Abolitionists), bap
tized several children of the congregation, the

United Methodist Church is now closed, and only
occasional services are still held for special events.

the Covington Blues baseball park in nearby
Peaselburg and at a skating rink and a public play
ground (Stewart Park) at 17th St. and Madison
Ave. During the 1920s three open-air silent movie

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.
Caroline R. Miller

AUGUSTA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. The

church's members witnessed a Confederate at

tack on Augusta (see Augusta Civil War Raid),
and the congregation suffered a split within its
membership. The resulting two congregations
(First Presbyterian and Second Presbyterian) met
in the same building on alternate Sundays, and it
was not until 1873 that the two churches began to

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County. Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky.
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.
Caroline R. Miller

the southeast corner of 15th and Garrard Sts.

theaters were in business, one at 17th St. and East
ern Ave., another at 18th and Garrard Sts., and an
other at Patton and Eastern Aves. The Warneford

family operated the private Glenway Swimming
AUSTINBURG. The neighborhood of Austin
burg, located on the southeast side of Covington,
was founded in 1850 by Seneca Austin. He had
purchased an 80-acre farm along the Licking River
in January 1844 from S. C. Parkhurst. His farm en
compassed an area that now includes 16th and
17th Sts. from the Licking River west to Greenup
St. and, in the north-south direction, Water, Glen

settle their differences.

way, Oakland, and Eastern Sts. and Maryland Ave.

In 1879 the Fourth St. Presbyterian Church was
built. The building was described as a "modern
building with a beautiful round stained glass win
dow in the front and an iron fence and a grassy plot

along a creek that led to the Licking River. Their
house (now gone) was just south of the present 17th
St. and about where a floodwall is located today.

Austin and his wife Julia built a beautiful home

Pool at the southeast corner of 15th St. and Oak
land Ave. until the late 1950s.

During the late 1890s and early 1900s, Austin
burg was one of Covington's most desirable and
fastest-growing areas, jobs were plentiful, churches
were full, and businesses were prospering. Then
came World War I, the Great Depression, and
the flood of 1937, all of which had devastating ef.
fects on the community of Austinburg and its citi
zens. However, with the end of the Great Depres
sion, prosperity returned, and the ensuing boom
periodlasted through the 1940s and into the 1950s.
By the 1960s the area had begun to decline, due to
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AUTON, JESSE, BRIGADIER GENERAL

many citizens' flight to the suburbs. Churches,
schools, businesses, and residents began to experi
ence problems. St. Benedict School, which had
more than 400 pupils in the mid-1920s, dropped to
about 100 by the late 1970s and was eventually
merged with Bishop Howard School to become
Holy Family Elementary School. Individuals and
businesses continued to move from Austinburg to
the suburbs, where taxes were lower and larger

tional U.S. fighter wing in Europe. As wing com
mander, Auton had overall control of five fighter
groups and one emergency rescue squadron. He
and his staff, along with others, developed a strate
gic fighter control and communications system,
which helped protect bomber formations more ef.
fectively. In March 1944 he was given the tempo
rary rank of brigadier general; he commanded the
wing through November 1945, flying 12 combat

tracts of land were available.

missions.

One of Austinburg's greatest assets was the
St. Elizabeth Hospital, which was built in 1912, at

colonel, and from 1946 to 1950 he held a number of

After the war, Auton reverted to the rank of

20th St. and Eastern Ave. (see St. Elizabeth Med

ical Center). It provided both employment and
superior medical care. However, the hospital busi
ness also changed as the exodus to the suburbsper
sisted. Inpatient admissions decreased dramati
cally, and as a result, St. Elizabethbuilt a newlarger,
better-equipped facility off Thomas More Dr. in
Edgewood.
Austinburg today is considerably larger than
when it was founded in 1850. It now includes all of

the east-west streets from 16th St. through 21st St.
and the north-south streets of Water, Glenway,
Oakland, Eastern, and Maryland, south as far as
Wallace Woods. Mostly lower-income, working
class people live in Austinburg now. The quality
of construction and condition of area homes vary
widely, from fully restored historic structures to
poorly maintained substandard buildings. The
Austinburg Neighborhood Association has been
formed, with the goal of encouraging residents to
restore the historic structures and to upgradeorraze
substandard structures. With reasonable real estate

prices, close proximity to major highways, and easy
access to major restaurants and shopping areas,
Austinburg may someday return to its past promi
nence. Most of Austinburg is listed on the National
Register of Historic Districts (1987). It has buildings
of various styles, including Colonial Revival, Greek
Revival, Italianate, Neoclassical, and Queen Anne.

Some well-known residents of Austinburg have
been John G. Carlisle, U.S. congressman and lieu
tenant governor of Kentucky, Covington mayor
Butch Callery, Covington councilman Bernie
Moorman, Kenton Co. judge executive Robert Al
demeyer, and Boone Co.judge Charles Moore.

Gen. Jesse.Auton, ca. fall 1945.

lege in Georgetown, graduating in 1927 with a BA
in education, and then returned to Piner High
School to teach and serve as assistant principal for
the 1927–1928 academic year. It was at this time
that he became interested in aviation. In 1928 he

left teaching and enlisted in the US Army Air Ser.
vice to become a pilot.
Auton received pilot training in Texas and was
commissioned as a 2nd lieutenant in January 1930.
From 1930 until 1936, he was given a number of
assignments: he was a pursuit pilot with the 94th
Pursuit Squadron based at Selfridge Field, Mich;
commander of the Civilian Conservation Corps
Camp at Ludington, Mich; and group adjutant for
the First Pursuit Group in California. He also
served as an Army Air Mail Service pilot in 1934
and was assigned as aide and pilot for Maj. Gen.
Preston Brown, commander of the 2nd Army
Corps. During his service under General Brown,
Auton commanded the Air Service colorguard for
the funeral of Will Rogers. In early 1936 Auton was
ordered to Washington, D.C., where he served as a

positions, including base commander of Lowery
Field, Denver, director of operations for the Air
Transport Command; wing commander of the
313th Troop Carrier Wing, which hauled coal into
Berlin during the Berlin Airlift; and commander
of the U.S. Air Force Station at Goose Bay, Labra
dor. In April 1950 he was assigned to Strategic Air
Command Headquarters (SAC) in Omaha, serv
ing in operations under Gen. Curtis Lemay. Gen
eral Lemay sent him to Korea in 1950 to carryouta
limited assessmentofair operations in the Korean
War, and during his time in Korea, he flew nine
combat missions using various types of aircraft.
Auton returned to the United States in early 1951
and gave public talks regarding the air war in Ko
rea for SAC. In October 1951 he was promoted to
the rank of brigadier general, with the position of
director of Fighter Support operations. He was
killed in a plane crash at Offutt Air Force Base on
March 20, 1952, while returning from California,
and was buried at Arlington National Cemetery
with full military honors. He was never married.
Upon his death he left a bequest to Piner High
School (now Piner Elementary), funds that have
continued to help the school pay for various proj
ects, including the recent construction of a new li
brary dedicated in his name.
Auton's decorations and honors include two

Legion of Merit medals, the Distinguished Flying
Cross, the Air Medal, the Bronze Star, two Army

White House Aide under President Franklin D.

Commendation Ribbons, the Order of the British

Empire (Military), the French Legion of Honor, the
French Croix de Guerre with palm, and the Bel
gian Croix de Guerre with palm. He was the only

"Austinburg Historic District, National Register of
Historic Places Nomination, 1986, Kentucky Heri.
tage Council, Frankfort, Ky.
Gastright, Joseph F. Gentleman Farmers to City

Roosevelt (1933–1945) and as aide and pilot for As
sistant Secretary of War Louis Johnson.
In January 1941 Auton commanded the 79th
Pursuit Squadron in California, and by March he
had been promoted to executive officer of the 20th
Pursuit Group. He took command of the group in
October 1941 and led the unit through the Louisi
ana War Maneuvers of that year. Following the

Folks. Cincinnati: Cincinnati Historical Society,

outbreak of World War II, he was sent as an ob

1980.

server to England and Ireland to survey sites for
potential U.S air bases for the newly formed 8th
Air Force. Upon returning to the United States, he
was assigned as plans and training officer for the
3rd Fighter Command in Tampa, Fla., and in Janu
ary 1943 he was given command of the San Fran
cisco Air Defense Wing. During this time he au
thored a fighter training guide for squadron and
flight commanders, which was used through the
end of the war. By April 1943 he had transformed
his command into an overseas fighter wing and
deployed it to England. The unit was designated
the 65th Fighter Wing of the 8th Air Force when it
arrived in England, and it became the first opera

Reis, Jim. Pieces of the Past. Vol. 1. Covington:
Kentucky Post, 1988.
Jack Wessling
AUTON, JESSE, BRIGADIER GENERAL

(b. December 1, 1904, DeMossville, Ky; d. March
30, 1952, Offutt Air Force Base, Neb.). U.S. Air

Force pilot and commander Jesse Auton was the
son of Robert Wesley and Julia E. Bagby Auton. He
graduated from Piner High School in 1923 and
was named class valedictorian. During his high
school years, Auton was on the debating team and
played basketball. He attended Georgetown Col

American to receive the award of the Freedom of

the Borough of Saffron Walden, England. Auton
also received an honorary doctorate of military

science from Georgetown University in 1951. For
many years a street was also named in his honor at
March Air Force Base, Calif.

"Artifacts Tell General's Story." KE, June 3, 1994, C1.
"Kenton General Killed in Air Crash," KTS, March
31, 1952, 1.

Who's Who in America. Vol.24(1946–1947), "Latest

Listings and Data" section, p. 15. Chicago:A.N.
Marquis, 1946.

"Wins Honor." KTS, April 5, 1945, 1K.
Robert B. Snow

AVENEL HOTEL. In 1870 James M. and Mary
Southgate sold a 50-acre tract in the District of the

Highlands (now Fort Thomas) to St. Xavier College
of Cincinnati, for $18,000. The land included

AVERDICK, JAMES ANDREW

present-day Avenel Pl, Manor Ln, Glenway Ave.,

case offine surgical instruments; it was awarded by
Dr. W. W. Dawson of the Good Samaritan Hospi
tal. After graduation, Averdick returned to Indi

and lots on Chalfonte Pl. The Jesuit fathers of St.

Xavier College used the property for a summer
villa and as a retreat for the faculty of the college. A
small farmhouse on the grounds accommodated 8
to 10 men. There were also a refectory and a private
chapel, where the first mass was held in what be
came St. Thomas Catholic Church. Legend con
tends that there were vineyards on the property

ana, where he married Clara J. Erteland assisted in

and that wine was made and bottled for sacramen

taluse in local parishes; both full and broken wine
bottles have been found on the hillside. In 1886

Crescentia C. Schriver purchased from the col
lege the land between Avenel Pl, and Manor Ln.
on S. Fort Thomas Ave. for the building that be
came the Avenel, a resort hotel. Crescentia's

husband was Henry Ahart Schriver (1829–1908),
a successful contractor from Newport and the
construction manager ofthe Fort Thomas Military

Dr. James A.AVerdick, ca. 1927.

Reservation.

When originally planned, the building was to
be a private residence for the Schriver family, but
after afire destroyed their home, a hotel was erected
on the site in 1894 and a new home for the family
was constructed at the end of Manor Ln. The hotel,

at 39 Fort Thomas Ave., was built in only three
months out of red bricks; it had wide wooden

porchesfacingboth Manor Ln and the Ohio River.
Because the hotel was on the streetcar line con

necting to Cincinnati, Covington, and Newport,
guests used the streetcar to come for a few days or
the entire summer. Some families stayed at the ho
tel while their homes were being built in the grow
ing town of Fort Thomas. Two large stone pillars
marked a lane leading up a slight grade to the hotel.
Two cottages in the pear orchard at the rear of the
structure were rented to special guests. The main
floor of the hotel had an entrance hall with a wide

staircase and balustrade. Large parlors on each
side, carpeted in red, featured crystal chandeliers
and large, gold-framed mirrors. At the rear of the
entrance hall was the public dining room, which
had a large fireplace flanked by two windows. On
the back wall a large bay window offered a view of
the orchard. Also on the main floor were a small

family-and-staff dining room, a big kitchen, and
an office. There were 30–40 rooms on the upper
floors. No cooking was done at the hotel on Sun
days; food prepared on Saturdays was served buffet
style on Sundays. Dancing and card-playing were
prohibited on Sunday. Cincinnatian Nicholas
Longworth and his bride Alice Roosevelt, the
daughter of U.S. president Teddy Roosevelt, were
once guests. The couple were startled when one of
the Schriver daughters, Miss Jessie, informed them
that they would no longer be welcome because of
"their frivolities."

The Schriver children were employed at the ho
tel all summer tending to the gardens, orchards,
and livestock that provided the food for the dining
room. A pond at the end of Glenway Ave, was the
source of ice in the winter, which was stored in

sawdust for summer use. Alongmeadow stretched
down the back hillside, allowing wide views of the
Ohio River. Near the end of Manor Ln, there was

also an open pavilion for the guests.
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The business venture known as the Avenel Ho

telended when the property was sold in 1918 and
became a residence for nurses caring for World
War I army patients convalescing at the Altamont
and Shelly Arms hotels nearby. By this time, the
District ofthe Highlandshad become Fort Thomas.
Afterward, the property's new owner lived alone in
the building until 1928. The structure was torn
down in the 1930s.

Reis, Jim. "Runaway Faced Fair Winds and Foul," KP,
November 19, 1990,4K.

Betty Maddox Daniels
AVERDICK, JAMES ANDREW (b. December

25, 1852, Cincinnati, Ohio; d. August 1, 1931, Cov
ington, Ky.) James A. Averdick was a popular and
prominent physician in Covington, where he was
also known as a forthright politician and a patri
arch of the local Democratic Party. He was the el
dest son of Henry G. and Joanna D. Eagen Aver
dick, both immigrants, who had arrived in the
United States in 1847 and 1848, respectively. Henry
was born in Germany; Joanna was from Ireland.
The Averdieck (the German spelling of the name)
farm in Germany has been held by the family
since early in the ninth century. Joanna D. Eagen
had been a governess for a merchant family in
Cincinnati, and Henry G. Averdick worked as a
druggist, reading medicine with Dr. Israel Wilson
as his preceptor in preparation for his graduation
from Cincinnati's Eclectic College of Medicine in
1854. Dr. Henry G. Averdick practiced briefly in
Cincinnati before moving to Oldenburg, Ind., in
1855 at the request of Father F. J. Rudolf of the
Franciscan (see Roman Catholics) religious
community there.
Asaboy, James A. Averdickwished to be a phy
sician like his father, so he prepared for his career
by attending St. Mary's Institute (later the Univer
sity of Dayton) in Dayton, Ohio, prior to entering
Cincinnati's Ohio College of Medicine in 1871.
With his father as his preceptor, he graduated in
1874 and received the Dawson Prize for rendering
the finest surgical drawings in his class. The Daw
son Prize consisted of a fittedwooden presentation

the practice of Dr. Douglas Harding in Batesville,
Ind. In 1875 Averdick moved to Covington, where
he settled in the West Side, presently known as
Main Strasse. The doctor was a convivial gentle
man who enjoyed hosting gatherings in his home
and at places such as Covington's Arbeiter Halle.
Averdick's abilities and popularity won him elec
tion as Kenton Co. coroner in 1877, at age 24. In
1878 he was appointed to the county Board of
Health and in 1879 was elected to the Covington
School Board. In the early years of his medical
practice, Averdick was active in the Covington
Medical Society and often served as one of the
city's district physicians. He was instrumental in
the developmentofthe Kentucky Publishing Com
pany, which issued the city's weekly and daily
German-language newspaper, Der Kentucky
Demokrat. In 1891 it was reported that this new
newspaper was the first in Kentucky to be printed
on an electric press. Averdick initially served as
vice president of the publishing company and by
1896 was listed as its president.
Averdick was elected in 1901 to serve in the

Kentucky House of Representatives. He was not
shy about proposing legislation in the session of
1902. Of particular interest was the welfare of pris.
oners at the state penitentiary in Frankfort. He
proposed improvements in sanitation, cold stor
age, and hospital conditions. The doctor success
fully supported the State Federation of Labor's
proposed child labor law. He presented and saw
adopted a set of resolutions denouncing British
warfare and oppression in South Africa. They were
drafted by artist Henry F. Farny’s committee and
signed by more than 300 citizens, including artist
Frank Duveneck. Elected again in 1903, Averdick
proposed fewer bills in the 1904 session. His sense
of history obliged him to present a petition of the
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR)
to preserve the former capitol building in Danville,
where the state's first constitution was drafted in
1792.

After serving in Frankfort, Averdick again fo
cused on his foremost civic interest, the public
schools of Covington. He served for nearly a half
century on the school system's governing board.
During his tenure many advancements were made:
kindergartens were begun, indoor restrooms were
provided, truancy officers were appointed, and
many fine school buildings were built, including
Holmes High School and the new Lincoln
Grant School. Through theyears, Averdick served
on almost every school board committee and as
president of the board. His goal was to develop the
school system's facilities and programs in a fiscally
responsible manner.
Averdick was honored in 1912 by St. John's
Orphanage (see Diocesan Catholic Children's
Home) for his 25 years of service as that institu
tion's house physician. In World War I, Averdick
assisted the local Council of National Defense by
enrolling needed mechanics during his regular
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evening office hours. He was elected by his peers in
1920 to serve as chief of staff at the new St. Eliza

beth Hospital (later St. Elizabeth Medical Cen
ter) in Covington. Testimonial dinners were held
in 1924 to celebrate Averdick's 50th anniversary as
a physician. The first was at Tom Cody's farm (see
Gourmet Strip); the second, an elaborate affair,
was at the Industrial Club of Covington.

Averdick, Michael R. The Averdick Family of Olden
burg, Indiana. Forthcoming.

craft crashed on takeoff in a pasture one-half mile
south of Limaburg. The men were Noble T. Rush and

“Duty to Provide New School Building for Negro

Daniel Crowley.

Children,” KTS, November 1, 1928, 5.

“James A. Averdick." KTS, August 3, 1931, 4.

“Laud Averdick in Resolution," KP August 29, 1931, 2.
“Nestor of School Board Is Dead." KTS, August 3,
1931, 1.

nati/Northern Kentucky International Airport)
Michael R. Averdick

Dr. and Mrs. Averdick took in and raised sev

eral orphans, including George Weindel, Mary

AVIATION ACCIDENTS. Just as aviation has

Ertel, and Robert J. Ertel; Robert Ertel became a

physician and partner with Averdick in the prac
tice of Averdick and Ertel. Averdick's siblings, Nell
and Henry G. Jr., were among those who boarded
for extended periods at the doctor's longtime resi
dence and office on the northeast corner of Eighth
and Bakewell Sts. Averdick was widowed in 1922;

Hebron. On January 12, 1955, the first commercial
air crash in the region occurred. A TWA Martin 202
departed the Greater Cincinnati Airport (see Cincin

been avery important part of Northern Kentucky's
history, unfortunately accidents have also gained a
place. Many early aviation accidents were unre
ported; however, even among those early ones, a
few made the headlines. Today most aviation acci
dents are covered by national news and investi
gated by the National Transportation Safety Board.

and struck the wing of a privately operated Douglas
DC-3. The right propeller of the Martin cut across the
top of the DC-3 and then through the vertical fin and
rudder (tail). Both planes crashed as a result, killing all

occupants. Onboard the TWA flight were 10 passengers
and a crew of 3; the DC-3 was carrying 2 crew mem

bers. The accident was later blamed on the operation of
the DC-3 in the control zone as unknown traffic, with

out clearance, very close to or in the base of the overcast,
which at the time was 700–900 feet above the ground.

he later married Ella Stearns Ventner, who died
Recorded aviation accidents in the Northern Ken

in 1926. The elderly physician was fortunate in
his later years to have present in his home Mrs.
Emma Schwegman, his housekeeper, and her sons
Cletus and Marcellus, both of whom later became

physicians.
Averdick enjoyed fraternal organizations, and
over the years he belonged to the Knights of Co
lumbus, the Elks, the Eagles, the Knights of Honor,

engine plane had taken off from a private strip and

Falmouth. On July 20, 1928, Albert Boyer, an early
aviation pioneerin Campbell Co., made an unsuccess
ful landing in his biplane at Falmouth, crashing

soon developed what witnesses described as an en

through two fences and hitting a five-foot embank

south of Florence. Both occupants, Leroy Abbott and

ment. Boyer was able to walk away from the accident.

James E. Rhodes, were killed.

Ross. On October 11, 1929, Boyer Field at Ross was

and the Catholic Federation of Societies. He served

the scene of another accident when Albert J. Rutterer

as surgeon for the Sons of Union Veterans–Ohio
Division and as supreme medical examiner for the
Catholic Knights of America. He also belonged to
several medical societies. The University of Dayton
conferred an honorary JD degree upon Averdick
in 1928, having also given him its first honorary

took Reynolds Faber of Fort Thomas for a plane ride.
Apparently, the engine failed while they were over the
airport, and the plane crashed between hangars at the
edge of the field. Both men were seriously injured and
required medical attention at Speers Hospital in Day
ton, Ky. (see Speers Memorial Hospital).

degree, a BA, in 1901. In keeping with the Ken
tucky Education Association's contemporary cam
paign of Equal Educational Opportunities for
Every Kentucky Child, Averdick in 1928 pushed
for the passage of the bond issue that built the new
Lincoln-Grant School. The bond issue passed, but
various school board issues delayed the project.
Averdick proudly attended the groundbreaking
ceremonies in 1931 but did not live to see the school

building completed.
Averdick died at his commodious, well

Florence, Ky. On September 6, 1957, a single

tucky region include the following.

Fort Thomas. In 1931 a mail carrier departed Cin
cinnati's Lunken Airport en route to Louisville, and

when he experienced engine problems, he made a
forced landing in Kentucky at the Highland Coun
try Club's golf course. The pilot, Julius Johannpeter,
was not seriously injured; the plane received minor
damage, and the mail was safe.
Fiskburg. At Fiskburg in 1944, two U.S. Army pi
lots parachuted from their twin-engine plane after
experiencing engine failure. The plane crashed in
Pendleton Co., but the crew landed on the ground
without injuries.

appointed Covington home. Survivors included
his sister, Nell Averdick, and his brother, Henry G.
Averdick Jr., and family. Accounts of his passing
appeared in numerous newspapers, including the
New York Times. The Kentucky Times-Star's lead

Brooksville. One of the first early fatalities in the
Northern Kentucky region occurred in Bracken Co.
at Brooksville in 1946 when a military Lockheed P-80

editorial, entitled “James A. Averdick," noted: “The

Shooting Star jet fighter caught fire and crashed on

physician was known to every man, woman and
child in the western section of the city. He was ge
nial and companionable and his passing adds to
the list of colorful personages who were prominent
in publiclife in this city." Services by the Knights of
Columbus were held in Covington on August 4,
1931. The following morning, after services at St.
Aloysius Church, the funeral procession began
the long journey to Oldenburg, Ind., by way of
Brookville, Ind. In Oldenburg, the late physician
lay in state for several hours prior to final services
and burial in his father's lot in the Holy Family
Cemetery. The flags on the schools in Covington
remained at half-mast for 30 days in honor of Dr.
J. A. Averdick and his contributions to the public
schools of his adopted city.

the farm of H. C. Poe. The pilot, Brig. Gen. Melvin E.
Gross, was killed instantly and the plane was scat
tered in the field of nearly 40 acres. Gross was sta

gine problem. The plane attempted a return to the
field and crashed in a field one and one-half miles

Constance. On November 14, 1961, a four-engine
Douglas DC-4, owned by cargo operator Zantop Air
Transport, crashed on approach to Greater Cincin
nati Airport. The airplane broke in half, skidded about
400 feet, and broke into flames. The two occupants,

Calvin Goutier and Richard Brethren, escaped with
only minor injuries.
Constance. On the evening of November 8, 1965,
American Airlines Flight 383 was making an ap
proach in light snow when it crashed into the hillside
along the Ohio River, killing 58 and severely injuring
4. The plane, a three-engine Boeing 727 Astrojet, was
en route from New York City to the Greater Cincin
nati Airport, and the cause of the accident was deter

mined to be the pilot's failure to monitor altimeters
during the approach. Survivors of the crash were Cap
tain Elmer Weekley, an American Airlines employee
but not the captain of the flight, stewardess Toni
Ketchell, Israel Horowitz, and Norman Specter. Since
the crash, Toni Ketchell has devoted her life working
as an advocate for airline safety.
Greater Cincinnati Airport. On November 6,

1967, Flight 159, a TWA Boeing 707, ran off the end of
the runway while attempting to abort a takeoff. The 29
passengers and 7 crew members escaped; 11 were
treated for injuries, and I passenger died four days
later. The crew had performed a routine takeoff roll

but thought that they had contacted a part of a Delta
tioned with the U.S. Army Air Corps and was flying
out of Dayton, Ohio.

Air Lines DC-9 that was stuck in the mud near the

runway and therefore aborted the takeoff. It was later
Fort Thomas. On September 12, 1947, Charles Da
vis took a friend, Fred Lense, for a plane ride from
Lunken Airportin Cincinnati. The plane developed en

gine trouble and, as Davis attempted to return to the
airfield, crashed into a tree near the residence of R. C.

Reeves along N. Fort Thomas Ave. in Fort Thomas.
Both men were injured and were taken to Speers

determined that the aircraft did not strike the DC-9.

Constance. On November 20, 1967, TWA Flight
128, a four-engine Convair 880, crashed on approach
to the Greater Cincinnati Airport, killing 70 and injur
ing 12. The flight originated in Los Angeles and was
making a stop in Cincinnati before proceeding to Pitts
burgh and Boston. The airplane struck trees before

Hospital.
making several additional impacts with the ground,
Limaburg. On May 8, 1948, two Tulsa, Okla., men
were killed when their twin-engine Beechcraft air

finally coming to a stop 6,878 feet from the end of
the intended runway. The cause of the accident was

AYERS, RHODA MAE “RHONNIE”

later determined to be the attempt of the crew to
make a nighttime visual approach during deterio
rating weather conditions, without adequate altimeter
cross-reference. This accident remains the worst in

terms of total fatalities in Northern Kentucky's history.
Hebron. On February 7, 1970, three people were
killed when their Beechcraft aircraft crashed while at

tempting to land at Greater Cincinnati Airport. The
plane had previously tried to land at Lunken Airport,
where fog prevented the approach. The cause of the
crash was pilot error, blamed on deficiencies in the
pilot's training for that type of weather.
Cold Spring. In 1975 a single-engine Piper Co
manche heading for Lunken Airport ran out of fuel
and crashed while attempting to make an emergency

the smokespread, the crew declared an emergency and
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Air
port, 100 miles distant, was chosen as the site for an
emergency landing; the aircraft could not lose altitude

quickly from that height. In the final few minutes of
the flight, the smoke was so intense that the pilot
could not see his own controls and was guided to the
runway by a Piedmont Airlines pilot. The landing was
made without incident; however, the fire spread and it
was later discovered that many of the passengers had
died from inhalation of deadly chemicals produced
by the burning material in the cabin. This accident
resulted in many debates on cabin safety and is some
what responsible for the floor lighting found in airlin
ers today and a reduction in the use of materials that

landing. The plane struck a hill off Old State Rd. 1 and

cause toxic fumes when ignited. Canadian television
manufacturer Curtis Mathis was one of the 23 per

came to rest on the edge of another hill. All three pas
sengers were injured but survived.

sons who died in this incident.

Greater Cincinnati Airport. On October 8, 1979,
a Piper PA31-310 Navajo (twin-engine aircraft) oper

ated by Comairlost an engine on takeoffand crashed,
killing all seven passengers and the pilot. The cause of
the crash was later determined to be loss of control,

Florence, Ky. In 2004 a DHL Convair 580 twin
engine cargo plane, operated under contract to DHL
and owned by Air Tahoma of Columbus, Ohio,
crashed on approach to Cincinnati/Northern Ken

tucky International Airport after apparently running
out of fuel. The plane crashed short of Runway 36Ron

following a partial loss of power immediately after
agreen at World of Golf, killing the copilot and injur
liftoff from the runway.
ing the captain.

and 5 crew members from Dallas, Tex., to Toronto. As

Fort Thomas, Ky). Rhoda Mae Ayers, the first Af.
rican American to be elected in Newport and in

Campbell Co., was the daughter of George and
Lauretta Reynolds. Ayers moved to Newport, Ky.,
from Rock Island, Ill., in 1972, following the
death of her husband, to live with her mother.

Upon arriving in Newport, Ayers got involved in
youth and other community activities; her ser
vice in those areas gave her the name recognition
necessary for her first attempt at the Newport
Board of Education. In the 1976 election, she ran

on a "poor people's" platform. She won the elec
tion, placing third among the candidates, and
served for four years on the board. During her
tenure on the Board of Education, she strived to
ensure fairness for students and teachers alike.

When she ran for reelection in 1980, the Newport
Teachers Association endorsed her, but despite
that support, Ayers lost. Afterward, she was ap
pointed to the Newport Recreation Commission
and served as a member of the Community Ac
tion Commission advisory board. Ayers also was
a board member of the Brighton Center. Em
ployed at the U.S. Postal Service Annex in Cin
cinnati, she became the Postal Union's recording
secretary. Ayers died in 1984 at St. Luke Hospital
in Fort Thomas and was buried in the New St. Jo

Falmouth. On April 20, 1980, a Piper PA-28 War.

rior (single-engine plane) crashed at the airport in
Falmouth while attempting to take off without flaps.
The four occupants were killed and the plane was con
sumed by fire. The cause of the crash was pilot error.
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International
Airport. On June 2, 1983, a routine flight turned
deadly when smoke was discovered coming from the
rear lavatory of Air Canada Flight 797 over Indianapo
lis, at 35,000 feet. The plane was carrying 41 passengers
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National Transportation Safety Board. "Accident Da
tabase and Synopses." www.ntsb.gov/ntsb/query.
asp (accessed May 25, 2007).
Newspaper articles, 1925–2006. Collection of John E.
Leming Jr.
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Mixup," KE, November 4, 1976, CI.
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AYERS, RHODA MAE “RHONNIE” (b. July
26, 1931, Rock Island, Ill.; d. February 21, 1984,

Theodore H. H. Harris

Bailey did not live to see that bridge dedicated. He
died at the age of 68, at St. Joseph's Hospital in Lex

ington, about a week after suffering a stroke. He
was buried next to his wife, Ann, in the Frankfort

Cemetery.

Reis, Jim. "Honoring Clay Wade Bailey," KP, August
23, 2004.

= — "Omniscient Bailey Was Friend to All" KP
February 27, 1984.

Univ. of Kentucky. "Clay Wade Bailey" www.uky.edu.

BACCHUS, PERCIVALL. (b. May 2, 1902, Vir.
gin Islands, West Indies; d. June 3, 1962, Cincin

Jack Wessling

nati, Ohio). Percival L. Bacchus was an African

American medical doctor who practiced in New

BAILEY, WILLIAM S. (b. February 10, 1806,
Centerville, Ohio; d. February 20, 1886, Nashville,
Tenn.). William Shreve Bailey, an abolitionist, an
editor, and a proprietor of severalantislavery news
papers, was the son of John and Rebekah Shreve

port for more than three decades. He was born in
the Virgin Islands, but when he wasyounghis fam
ily moved to New Jersey. Bacchus attended Me
harry Medical School in Nashville, Tenn., and

graduated in the late 1920s. He practiced for a

Bailey. He married Caroline A.Withnallin Wheel

short time in Nashville beforecoming to Kentucky,
where he passed the Kentucky State Medical Ex
amination and, on August 10, 1931, was licensed to

ing, Va. (now WVa.), on December 13, 1827. Bailey
was trained as a mechanic; in 1839 he moved his

Clay Wade Bailey (left) and Governor Ned

practice.

family to Newport, where he opened a machine
shop. He wrote numerous articles in the Newport

Bacchus was instrumental in revitalizing the
long-dormant Newport Masonic Lodge PHA. No.

News that advocated abolition (see Abolitionists;

Breathitt, 1965.

120 (see African Americans). He served as mas

ter of the Newport Lodge No. 120 for many years.
Meetings were held in the basement of his office at
341 Central Ave. The practice of medicine and the
Masonic lodge were the two greatest passions of

Howard J. Henderson, bureauchief of the Cou
rier Journal in Louisville, told of how he first met

Bailey. It seems that at a campaign rally for Ken
tucky governor John C. W. Beckham (1900–1903,
1903–1907), Henderson saw the diminutive (five

his life.
In December 1955 Bacchus was tried in the

Campbell Co. Circuit Court on a charge of per
forming an illegal abortion (see Birth Control).
The jury failed to reach averdict, and a second trial
took place in April 1956. The second jury also
failed to return a decision. In August 1956the State
Board of Health revoked Bacchus's medicallicense

on the grounds that he had "committed an unlaw
ful abortion."

Bacchus was a 33rd Degree Mason, a Shriner,
and the Illustrious Potentate of Aleikum Temple
No. 96 in Covington. He died at General Hospital
in Cincinnati in 1962 and was buried at Mary E.
Smith Cemetery in Elsmere.
"Bacchus, Dr. Percival L.," Death Notices, CTS, June
6, 1962, 40.

"Journey's End, Bacchus, Dr. Percival L." CE, June 6,
1962, 24.

Kentucky Board of Medical License Records, Louis
ville, Ky., March 25, 2004.
Theodore H. H. Harris

BAILEY, CLAY WADE (b. September 22, 1905,
Little Sandy, Elliot Co., Ky; d. February 19, 1974,
Lexington, Ky). Clay Wade Bailey, who has been
called the dean of Kentuckyjournalists, was theson
of George W. and Rebecca Weddington Bailey.
Clay's father was a Sandy Hook (Elliot Co.) lawyer
and schoolteacher; he died of tuberculosis in 1912.

The family's children, three boys and a girl, were
placed in the Louisville Masonic Widows and Or
phans Home. Clay Wade attended grade school at
the orphanage and then lived with relatives in Kan
sas duringhis high school years. He latergraduated
from Sue Bennett Junior College in London, Ky.

foot-two) Bailey approach the candidate and en
gage him in deep conversation about current
events. Henderson was so impressed by the young
man's knowledge that he immediately gave him a
job with his newspaper. In the 1930s, Bailey took a
position with the United Press. He left that organi
zation in 1938 to become a reporter in Covington
for the Kentucky Post. He also wrote columns for
the Lexington Herald and for the Evansville
Press in Indiana. On May 12, 1939, Bailey married
Ann Robison, who died eight years later of a cere
bral hemorrhage. The couple had one child, a son
Logan.

Clay Wade Bailey covered Kentucky state gov
ernment for the Kentucky Post and was said to
have access to everyonethere, so that he was able to
write articles that no one else could even attempt.
He called at least 150 people each morning, before
making his rounds of Frankfort offices, where he
exchanged stories and gathered the latest gossip.
Bailey was a friend of everyone in state govern
ment, from the governor to the clerks and janitors.
He had a photographic memory and also an ency
clopedic knowledge of Kentucky history. He also
possessed ithe uncanny ability to read upside
down, namely government documents that were
lying on officials desks.
In 1970 Bailey received three of the greatest
honors of his life. A Clay Wade Bailey Day was pro
claimed at the capitol in Frankfort, he was asked to
address all three branches of government (an
unprecedented honor), and Kentucky governor
Louie B. Nunn (1967–1971) named an Ohio River

bridge after him. When learning of the bridge's
naming, Bailey quipped, "I just hope that with a
name like that, it won't fall into the Ohio River."

Antislavery), thereby causing difficulties for the
newspaper's owner, a man named Ryan. Bailey was
encouraged to purchase the newspaper and its
press.

Besides the Newport News, Bailey also pub
lished several other newspapers dedicated to anti
slavery, such as the Kentucky Weekly News, the
Newport & Covington Daily News, and the Free
South. Bailey's sentiments gained the attention of
other abolitionists, but in contrast to most of them,

who were concerned about religious and moralis
sues, Bailey's opposition to slavery was based on
economic principles. He believed that all workers
should be paid for their efforts. Prominent aboli
tionist John G. Fee thought Bailey lacked the in
telligence and correct principles for abolition work,
and Fee communicated his opinion to the Ameri
can Missionary Association. Fee even refused to
associate with Bailey.
Bailey's newspapers were constantly in need of
financial help. In 1851 his office and presses where
destroyed by fire. Proslavery Kentuckians also
were pressuring his supporters in Cincinnati. Al
though Fee did not agree with Bailey's efforts, he
believed that the newspaper would be a useful tool
in the antislavery efforts in Kentucky. In a rare in
stance of communication with Bailey, Fee recom
mended William Goodell, a Northern antislavery
minister and writer, as a possible editor.
In 1858 Bailey requested and received financial
help for his Free South. In 1859, a few days after the
John Brown raid at Harper's Ferry, Va., a mob en
tered Bailey's office and destroyed his presses and
type. Bailey had the advantage of being in New
port, just across the Ohio River from Cincinnati,
so in 1860 he brought suit in a Cincinnati court
against some Campbell Co. residents for the de
struction of his printing office. He was then warned
to leave the state, but, ignoring the warnings, he
continued to publish his paper. Bailey was arrested
after the reappearance of the Free South, charged
with incendiarism, and jailed. He was granted bail

BAKER-HUNT FOUNDATION

and departed for England. He later returned to
Kentucky, but his trial never took place because the
Civil War had begun.
During the war Bailey continued publishing
the Free South, reporting on the activities of the
Lincoln administration and pertinent antislavery
actions. In 1867 he was arrested and sued for libel

in Campbell Co. Circuit Court by J. R. Hallam.
Bailey agreed to print a retraction and to pay Hal
lam's attorney fees. He moved to Nashville, where
he died in 1886; he was buried in Nashville.

ton Co. She was survived by her husband, her son,
Glenn W, and her daughter, Hannah E. In March
2004 the Kentucky Post recognized her as one of
Northern Kentucky's Most Outstanding Women.
She was also posthumously awarded a Lifetime
Advocate Award, by a panel from the Outstanding
Women of Kentucky.
"Doer, Achiever, Risk-Taker, Hannah Hume Baird,"

KP, April 1, 2004, 1.

“Hannah Baird, Community Leader." CE, April 2,
2004, 4B.

“Hannah Hume Baird," KP, April 1, 2004, 11A.
"Aid for The Free South,” Free South, September 3,
1858, 2.

BAKER, JOSHUA, COLONEL (b. 1762, Vir

Allen, L.P. The Genealogy and History of the Shreve
Family from 1641. Greenfield, Ill: Privately pub
lished, 1901.

Aptheker, Herbert. Anti-Racism in U.S. History.
New York: Greenwood Press, 1992.

“Fire in Newport,” CJ, October 11, 1851,2.

“Married," Free South, January 7, 1859, 3.
“Newport,” CDE, April 1, 1867, I.

Steely, Will Frank. “William Shreve Bailey, Kentucky
Abolitionist,” FCHQ 31 (1957): 274–81.

“The Title of Our Paper," Free South, September 3,
1858, 2.

“William S. Bailey," CJ, February 4, 1860,2.
Theodore H. H. Harris

ginia; d. 1816, Owen Co., Ky). Joshua Baker, an
Owen Co. Indian fighter and pioneer, came to
Kentucky from Virginia and in 1775 married Mary
Callaway, a relative of Richard Callaway, one of the
leaders at the Kentucky Fort Boonesborough. In
1776 two of Callaway's daughters, Betsy and Fran
cis, along with Daniel Boone's daughter, Jemima,
were kidnapped outside the fort by Indians. The
three girls were later dramatically rescued.
Baker, who was a colonel in the Virginia Mili
tia, scouted on the north side of the Ohio River in
1787 when that area was still filled with bands of
hostile Indians. His fellow scout on this mission
was his friend Simon Kenton. In 1792 he and

BAIRD, HANNAH HUME (b. April 8, 1939,
Stearns, Ky.; d. March 31, 2004, Florence, Ky).
Hannah Hume Baird, a political activist, a com
munity leader, and a women's rights champion,
was the daughter of Clarence Whitman and Hattie
P. Hume. Her father, who was the editor of the Mc

Creary County (Ky.) Record and the principal of
Stearns High School, was a descendant of the Hand
family that had once owned large amounts of land
around the town of Morgan, in Pendleton Co., Ky.
Hannah graduated from Sullins Junior College for
Women, Bristol, Va., and later from the University
of Kentucky at Lexington. In 1958 she married
Glenn F. Baird, who had been a fellow university
student. While Glenn attended medical school at

Kenton tried unsuccessfully to capture the Shaw
nee Indian chief Tecumseh. Baker was an officer in

Kentucky's Cornstalk Militia (so called because
Kentucky's citizen soldiers carried an assortment
of arms) from 1792 until 1811. During that time he
also served as a delegate to the state convention
that wrote the second Kentucky Constitution in
1799. Baker died in 1816; his former home and his

grave are two miles south of the junction of Ky. Rt.
227 and Highway 330, south of Owenton.
KYHistorical Society. “Kentucky Historical Marker
Database." http://kentucky.gov/kyhs/hmdb/Mark
erSearch.aspx.
Lee, Lloyd G. A Brief History of Kentucky. Berea:
Kentucky Imprints, 1981.

the University of Louisville, Hannah taught in the
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cently died, so while a permanent replacement for
the governor was being sought, Baker held the
position.

In 1841 Baker married Sarah B. Beall, the daugh
ter of Benjamin Duke Beall. They built a magnifi
cent home next to the courthouse in Alexandria.

Tragically, she died less than three years later. On
February 9, 1854, he married Maria J. Orr, daugh
ter of John Orr, a prominent physician in Alexan
dria. Richard had no children by his first wife and
five by his second. He died in 1891 and was buried
in the Alexandria Cemetery. According to local
legend, the celebrated author Samuel Clemens
(Mark Twain) was Baker's friend and occasionally
visited him at his Alexandria home.

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia, s.v.

“Distinguished Men of Kentucky." Lexington:
Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.

Jack Wessling
BAKER-HUNT FOUNDATION. Baker-Hunt,

an educational foundation, is located at 620 Gree

nup St., within the Licking-Riverside National
Historic District of Covington. Its headquarters
is a lovely Victorian home. Throughout the year
classes in drawing, painting, photography, pottery,
quilting, and other topics are offered at this center
for both children and adults. The beautifully land
scaped garden campus also contains a second 19th
century house, an auditorium building, and a class
room building. This gift to the community was

made possible in 1922 when Margaretta Wager
Baker-Hunt set up a trustfundata Cincinnatibank
to establish the Baker-Hunt Foundation with her

holdings of stock investments and property. The
purposes of the foundation were to promote the
study of art, education, and science and to support
the religious and spiritual development of Coving
ton and the vicinity. Since Margaretta Hunt's death
in 1930, board members and executive directors

have carried out her intentions with a wide range of
programs. The goals she established reflected the
values and spirit of her family. Her parents, John

Jefferson Co., Ky., schools. The couple became the

BAKER, RICHARD TARVIN (b. September

and Henrietta Baker, had moved in 1839 from Phil

parents of two children. The Baird family moved to
Florence, Ky., in 1964, where Hannah was involved
in Democratic politics and with women's and chil
dren's issues. She was also a great lover of history
and helped establish the Dinsmore Homestead
Foundation, which was responsible for saving the
Dinsmore Farm, near Burlington, Ky. She served

13, 1816, Alexandria, Ky.; d. 1891, Alexandria, Ky).
Lawyer and legislator Richard Tarvin Baker was

adelphia to Cincinnati, where John and his friend
Henry Von Phulstarted an oil lamp business. It was
a time of growth and prosperity for the region, and
in the following years the young partners were
quick to adopt new and innovative products to
meet the changing needs of their customers. As a
result, both men became very wealthy.
In 1854 John Baker purchased the house along
Greenup St., which became home for him, Henri
etta, and their children, William and Margaretta.
The family's active membership in the community
included involvement with Trinity Episcopal

as a board member for the American Red Cross,

the Community Chest, Northern Kentucky
University, and several other institutions.
During President Jimmy Carter's administra
tion (1977–1981), Hannah was appointed to the Na
tional Advisory Council on Economic Opportu
nity. The Cincinnati Enquirer named her Woman
of the Year in 1978, and her portrait was added to
the Women Remembered Collection, on display at
the Kentucky state capitol in Frankfort.
Hannah Hume Baird died in her Florence

home of esophageal cancer at age 64. She was cre
mated and her ashes were buried in the Hume

family section of the Morgan Cemetery, in Pendle

the fifth of the 13 children of Samuel Baker, a na
tive of Westmoreland Co., Pa., and the former

Elizabeth Armstrong of Mason Co. In 1797 Sam
uel Baker had come to Northern Kentucky and
settled on a farm on Pond Creek Road, near the

Licking River. Richard Baker's early education was
in Campbell Co. schools, and in March 1843 he
graduated from the Cincinnati Law School. He
was elected Campbell Co. clerk in 1844 and be
came county attorney in 1846. In 1849 he was
elected to the Kentucky House of Representatives,
and in 1860 he became a state senator. In 1863, and

again in 1867, he was the Republican candidate for
governor but was defeated both times. When em
battled Governor Beriah Magoffin was forced out
of office during the Civil War because of his Con
federate loyalty, Baker served for a short time as
acting governor. The next in line of succession was
Lieutenant Governor Linn Boyd, but he had re

Church. Their home became a center of social and

cultural events, and they were generous in their
philanthropic gifts. They contributed in meaning
ful ways to the region that had helped foster their
wealth. As the years passed, there were many happy
times for the family, but they also experienced sig
nificant losses. One such loss occurred in 1866,

when William Baker died at the young age of 22. A
happier occasion was the marriage of Margaretta
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Baker to Dr. William Hunt of Covington in 1872
and their decision to make their home at 620 Gree

nup St. with John and Henrietta. Misfortune
struck again when Margaretta and William Hunt's
only child, daughter Katie, died of spinal meningi
tis on her 15th birthday. These two family deaths
meant that the Baker and Hunt families were left

with no heirs, and Margaretta Hunt wanted to es
tablish the foundation so that the proud traditions
of the families would continue.

To ensure a good beginning for the kind of pro
grams Margaretta envisioned, a two-part plan was
launched. The first was to construct a building that
would house an excellent natural-history collection
owned by Archie Williams of Covington. He later
became the curator when the museum opened in
October 1930. The museum provided education
classes for Covington schoolchildren and a variety
of other programs that were recognized for excel
lence. The museum operated until the late 1940s.
The second phase of the plan stipulated that Marga
retta's personal secretary and confidante, Virginia
Reed, be named executive secretary of the founda
tion when it became operational. Reed worked with
the board of directors to recruit talented and

trained staff members. By 1932 art and music
classes for children were begun, and they became
very popular. Later, craft classes for boys and sew
ing and knitting classes for girls were added. The
Six-Twenty Club for young businesswomen was
organized to provide educational, social, and ser
vice activities for them. The need for such a pro
gram became evident when it grew so rapidly that
membership limits had to be set. Other adult classes
included training in art, music, drama, and leader
ship. The drama and choral groups offered public
performances for the community.
The variety of programs offered to the public
by the Baker-Hunt Foundation during the trou
bling years of the Great Depression and World
War II became significant for the people of Cov
ington and Northern Kentucky. The art and cul
tural activities gave them time away from personal
and world problems to participate in uplifting cul
tural experiences. Designing programs to meet
changing times has continued to be a challenge for
the Baker-Hunt Foundation's board and the ex

ecutive program directors. The foundation's suc
cess continues, as evidenced by the increasing
number of people enrolled in class offerings
through the years. Until 1995 there were no fees
for the children's classes. In addition to the ongo
ing emphasis on drawing, painting, and ceram
ics, there has been expansion into other cultural
areas with classes in dance, languages, and music.

art teachers for senior centers and other organiza
tions requiring on-site art lessons; these offerings
have been supported by the Friends of Baker-Hunt,
a volunteer organization. The Friends of Baker
Hunt has established a house museum in part of
the original mansion, consisting of a unique col
lection of clothing, furniture, letters, paintings,
photographs, and journals belonging to the Baker
and Hunt families. This collection not only fea
tures the artifacts of bygone generations but also
documents a valuable component of the history of
Covington. The legacy of Margaretta Baker Hunt
has favorably impacted the community. The Baker
Hunt Foundation prides itself in making this con
tribution and being a part of the rich historical
and cultural fabric of Covington and Northern
Kentucky.
Archives of the Baker-Hunt Foundation, Baker-Hunt

Foundation, Covington, Ky.

“Baker-Hunt to Begin Classes," KP, December 30,
1931, 1.

Franzen, Gene."Now & Then—Covington's Baker Hunt

1914, 1.

“Natural History Museum Planned." KTS, May 14,
1929, 1.

Stevens, Harry R. Six Twenty: Margaretta Hunt

and the Baker-Hunt Foundation. Covington, Ky.
Baker-Hunt, 1942.

Whitson, Frances, and Margaret Jacobs. "If These
Walls Could Talk. Covington's Baker-Hunt Foun
dation," NKH 12, no. 1 (Fall—Winter 2004): 2–10.

Mary Frances Whitson
BAKEWELL FAMILY. In 1832 developer and
Thomas

Woodhouse

was a director of the Mechanics Institute and of the
Cincinnatibranch of the Bank of the United States,

a director and president of the Ohio Insurance
Company, and a member of a special three-man
committee seeking to build a railroad between
Cincinnati and Charleston, S.C. (see Cincinnati
and Charleston Railroad). Another business

partnership, the Bakewell-Cartwright foundry,
lasted until 1844.

The panic and economic depression of 1837
caused Bakewell, who by this time had expanded
into a number of business enterprises in Coving
ton, to divest himself of some of his businesses.

He sold off his interest in Covington's Johnston
Bakewell housing subdivision and also lost the title
to his large Covington burlap-bagging factory. In
the mid-1830s, that factory had produced $25,000
worth of finished hemp per year. It manufactured
bags and ropes for transporting 400-poundbales of
cotton. After another depression in 1857 closed his
business career, Bakewell resided with one of his

Foundation," KE, October 8, 2000, B1.

“Garden of Mrs. Hunt Described," KP, August 15,

businessman

shipyard that produced three steamboats each year
until 1830. While living in Cincinnati, Bakewell

12 children near Pittsburgh until his 1874 death
and burial in Spring Grove Cemetery, in Cincinnati.
According to Mrs. Stephens Blakely, a de
scendant of Thomas Bakewell, his daughters at
tended a fashionable female academy as residents
of a venerable family mansion built by Bakewell,
located at 653–655 Dalton St. in Covington. De
molished in 1970, the estate was said by a local
newspaper society columnist in 1929 to be "a home
of great interest, the lawns being covered with stat
uary ... the meeting place of artists and literary
men ofthe day." In Bakewell's day, men with dreams
and with economic motives such as Thomas D.

Bakewell

Carneal, William Bullock, and Thomas Bakewell

(1778–1874), of the firm of Bakewell, Page, and
Bakewell, acquired substantial property in Cov
ington, which by the mid-1830s had become the
Johnson-Bakewell subdivision, a part of the West

viewed the area west of Covington as potentially a
pristine retreat from the bustling activities taking
place across the Ohio River in Cincinnati. Inven
tors, developers, and entrepreneurs in the steam
boat era were often teachers, artists, and people of

Side (see also Main Strasse). Thomas Woodhouse

Bakewell began his business career working as an
importer in New York for his uncle Benjamin
Bakewell of Pittsburgh, Pa., “the father" of flint
glass-making.
Back in England, William Bakewell, the father
of Thomas Bakewell, had known the grandfather
of Charles Darwin, William Bakewell immigrated
and settled in 1802 near Valley Forge, Pa., where he
became a gentleman farmer. A neighbor, famed
naturalist John James Audubon, married Wil

liam Bakewell's daughter Lucy. In 1819 Audubon

culture, and the Bakewells were members of that

class of society.
Blakely, Mrs. Stephens L. “The Covington I Remem
ber.” Papers of the Christopher Gist Historical
Society, vol. 1, paper read March 28, 1950.
Laidley, Mary. “This Was Meeting Place of Artists and
Teachers,” KP, October 27, 1929, 8.
Sinclair, Bruce, ed. “Thomas Woodhouse Bakewell's

Autobiographical Sketch and Its Relation to Early

Steamboat Engineering on the Ohio,” FCHQ 40,
no.3 (July 1966): 235-48.

moved to Cincinnati and sketched cliff swallows

Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs. Covington

near the Licking River. William Bakewell's sister

and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890," PhD diss.,

Ann married Alexander Gordon, a well-to-do New

Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

A recent innovative class called WORMS (We're

Orleans businessman whose father, Maj. William
Gordon, owned a sugar plantation and was a part

John Boh

Organically Re-cycling Mulchers) has been offered
for children of ages 5 to 11. This program celebrates
nature through art, gardening, and community
projects. Many art classes offered at the Baker
Hunt Foundation's facility also benefit children
who are homeschooled or otherwise lack public

owner of a mercantile house at Natchez, Miss.

BALL FAMILY SINGERS. The Ball Family
Gospel Singing Group of Covington began in

school art instruction.

Outreach to the community has also been en
hanced with scholarship programs for youth and
seniors. The Baker-Hunt Foundation has supplied

Thomas Bakewell learned the southern cotton

business from the Gordons. By about 1820, Thomas
Bakewell had become involved in foundry and
shipbuilding enterprises in Louisville.
Having moved to Cincinnati in 1824, Thomas
Bakewell set up two businesses, to build steam
engines and to build sugar mills. He operated a

1969, when Herbert Ball, his son Nelson Ball, his

daughter Peggy Ball Arnold, Carole Hill, and Ruby
Williams decided to “make a difference." Since

then they have traveled all around the country in a
tour bus that once belonged to magician David
Copperfield. Previously, gospelsinger Herbert Ball

BANKLICK CREEK AND WATERSHED

often had sung on radio station WLW-AM Cincin
nati and on early local television. The group has
performed at churches, auditoriums, camp meet
ings, prisons, and community events across the
nation. They mix music, humor, and real-life testi
monies on stage, usually starting with their version
of the classic"Amazing Grace." The Balls do about
250 concerts annually.
Although Herbert Ball died in September 1981,
the group has stayed much the same over the years.
It has added three new members: Sarina Ball, Glen

Steely, and Paul Shelton. The Balls have published
35 albums and have won several awards for their

work. One such recognition was from the City of
Covington, which proclaimed them Goodwill
Ambassadors. They were also the first gospel group
ever to sing in the Roman Catholic Cathedral Ba
silica of the Assumption in Covington, where
they have an open invitation to return every year.
In 1996 the Wilmington Baptist Church in
southern Kenton Co. hosted a Ball family home
coming. Today the group is led by Nelson Ball, who
does the bookings, and Arnold Ball, who handles
the administration.

“Ball Family Singers,” KP, June 12, 2003,5K.
“Gospel Music to Fill the Air at Ball Family Home
coming," KP, August 31, 1996, 6K.
“Herbert P. Ball," KE, September 24, 1981, D5.
Elizabeth Comer Williams

BANKEMPER, CARL (b. October 23, 1917, Bel

levue, Ky.; d. November 29, 1984, Park Hills, Ky).
Carl Cyril Anthony Bankemper was one of the
most influential designers of Northern Kentucky's
architectural landscape for more than 30 years. He
graduated from the Covington Latin School in
1935. From 1943 to 1946 he served overseas in the
6th U.S. Naval Construction Battalion, attached to

the 1st Marine Division, and participated in the
invasion of Guadalcanal and Okinawa. After his

discharge, Bankemper married Dorothy Kathryn
Beiser on September 28, 1946. They resided in Park
Hills and raised a family of six daughters and a son.
Bankemper received his degrees in architecture
from the University of Cincinnati and the Univer
sity of Illinois and was a member emeritus of the
American Institute of Architects.

St. Pius X Seminary Building (1956–1957) and
Gymnasium (1961–1962), Boone Co.; the St. John
the Evangelist Parish School and Convent, Car
rollton (1958); the St. Vincent de Paul Catholic

Church, Newport (1958); the St. Joseph Catho
lic Church and Rectory (1959) and Convent (1964),
Cold Spring; the St. Mary Elementary School, Al
exandria (1960–1961); the St. Catherine of Siena
Catholic Church, Fort Thomas (1962); the Im

maculate Heart of Mary Elementary School, He
bron; the Diocesan Catholic Children's Home,
Fort Mitchell; and the St. Charles Care Center,

Covington. Bankemper was the designer and ar
chitect of many other church projects throughout
the Midwest, such as the St. William Church and

Community Hall, Lancaster, Ky. (1960), and the St.
Edward Church and Rectory, Cynthiana (1966).
His firm designed government, municipal
and commercial structures, including four Inter
nal Revenue Service Centers, in Memphis; in
Washington, D.C.; in Kansas City, Mo.; and in
Covington. The firm also designed the Boone Co.
Courthouse; the Hall of Justice, the Courthouse

Annex, the Administration Building, the jail, and
the Health Clinic for Burlington; the City-County
Building for Covington and Kenton Co., Coving
ton; the Panorama Apartments, East and West
Units, Covington; the Golden Tower, Covington;
the Woodspoint Nursing Home, Florence; the
Rosedale Manor, Covington; the Glenn O. Swing
Elementary School, Covington; the Latonia Ele
mentary School, Latonia; Peoples-Liberty Bank
locations in Northern Kentucky; the Columbia
Federal Savings & Loan, Covington; the Ken
tucky Executive Building, Fort Mitchell; and the
Town & Country Restaurant, Park Hills. Bankem
per also designed a parking garage in downtown
Indianapolis.
Bankemper retired in 1983 and was honored
by his many friends and colleagues with a surprise
dinner party to celebrate his retirement and his ca
reer of over three decades. He died in 1984 and was

interred in the St. Mary Cemetery mausoleum in
Fort Mitchell.

“Architect Carl Bankemper, Designed Kenton, Boone
Municipal Buildings,” KP, November 30, 1984,
12C.

“He Left His Mark," KP December 5, 1984, 4K.

Before his military service, Carl Bankemper
Norbert F. DeJaco

worked as a draftsman in Cincinnati. When he re
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mill business built in 1795 about one-fourth mile

upstream from the Licking River.
Since settlement, agriculture has been the tradi
tional land use in the headwaters and upland areas
of the Banklick watershed. During the Civil War
land was cleared more quickly than before, for con
struction offortifications. In 2004 approximately 33
percent of the watershed, primarily in the northern
part, was forested. Almost 75 percent of the water
shed can be classified as riparian (near-stream) ar
easowingtothedensedistribution of smallstreams.
As the water flows downstream (northward), the

watershed becomes increasingly urbanized; its
streams enter Covington in the residential and light
industrial neighborhood of Latonia.
Natural flooding and droughts are cyclical nat
ural conditions exacerbated by human activities.
Major flooding in 1997 and 1998 in the Banklick
watershed was followed by extreme drought in
1999. In 1973 the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
in cooperation with the Kenton Co. Conservation
District, published a plan to control flooding using
three dams. Only one dam was built, however. The
filling of the impoundment in 1982 created the 51
acre Doe Run Lake, which is the largest body of wa
ter in the county (excluding the Licking and Ohio
rivers). Continued urbanization has increased

surface-water runoff, leading to additional flooding
In response, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and
Kenton Co. have developed a plan to buy out the
most seriously affected properties.
Sources of pollution include overflows by sani
tary and combined sewers, failing septic systems,
illegal discharges, urban and agricultural runoff,
and industrial "Superfund” sites. Steep topography,
deforestation, and land disturbance during devel
opment, combined with readily eroded, poorly per
meable soils, also result in excess sediment in the

stream. Efforts to reduce the impact of pollution
date at least as far back as 1958, when barriers to

odors were built along the upstream banks. In 1998
the stream was placed on the list of impaired waters
reported to the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency by the Commonwealth of Kentucky. Prob
lems listed in 2002 included pathogens (fecal coli
form), siltation (sediment deposition), excess nutri
ents (nitrogen and phosphorus), excess organic
substances and a low level of dissolved oxygen,
stream-channel changes, , and a poor habitat for
organisms. A study completed in 2004 for Sanita
tion District No. 1 (see Sanitation) also indicated

turned from the navy, he restarted his career.
Around 1952 he and an associate, Fred E. Betz,

BANKLICK CREEK AND WATERSHED.

formed the architectural firm of Betz, Bankemper
& Associates in Covington. In 1961 Betz left the
firm, and Carl C. Bankemper & Associates was es
tablished. Bankemper designed several churches,
schools, convents, and other buildings for the Dio
cese of Covington (see Roman Catholics), in
cluding the Covington Catholic High School,
Park Hills (1953); the Newport Central Catholic
High School, Newport (1953); the St. Agnes Ele
mentary School and Rectory, Fort Wright (1955);
the St. Francis Xavier Elementary School, Fal
mouth (1956); the Marydale Retreat House,
Boone Co. (1955–1966); the St. Pius X Elementary
School and Rectory, Kenton Co. (1956–1957); the

Banklick Creek drains 58 square miles of northern
Kenton and eastern Boone counties. It discharges
into the Licking River some 4.7 miles upstream
from the confluence of the Licking and the Ohio
rivers. The main stem is approximately 19 miles
long. Tributaries in the Banklick watershed include
Brushy Fork, Bullock Pen Creek, Fowler Creek,
Holds Branch, Mosers Branch, Thompson Branch,
and Wolf Pen Branch.

The Banklick watershed includes unincorpo

pollution by heavy metals.
Through an interagency prioritization process
completed in 2000, the Kentucky Division of
Water listed Banklick as one of the three highest
priority watersheds in the Licking River region.
The Banklick Watershed Council was incorpo
rated in 2001 to address the issues identified, and

in November 2005 the council published a com
prehensive watershed action plan to (1) clean the
water, (2) reduce flooding, (3) restore the banks,
and (4) honor the creek's heritage.

rated areas and 10 cities and towns that had a com

In October 2005 Sanitation District No. 1 en

bined population of about 65,000 in 2000. Early
settlement in the watershed included the city of
Taylor Mill, founded near a sawmill and grist

tered into a consent decree with the U.S. Depart
ment of Justice, the U.S. Environmental Protection

Agency, and the Commonwealth of Kentucky to
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BANKLICK TURNPIKE COMPANY

deal with sewer overflows and water quality in
Northern Kentucky, including all of the Banklick
watershed. The effort is expected to take approxi
mately 20 years.
Banklick Watershed Council. “Introducing the
Banklick Watershed Action Plan." www.banklick

.org (accessed December 27, 2006).
Kentucky Water Science Center. “Water Resources
Data for Kentucky." U.S. Geological Survey. http://
kywater.usgs.gov/(accessed December 27, 2006).
Sanitation District No. 1. www.sd1.org (accessed
December 27, 2006).
Marc F. Hult

ings and Loan Associations). The name was
then changed to the Bank of Kentucky. Soon there
after, the Fort Thomas Savings Bank was acquired,
giving the Bank of Kentucky locations in Boone,
Campbell, Grant, and Kenton counties. By 2002
the Bank of Kentucky, headquartered in Crestview
Hills, had purchased the assets of the local Peoples
Bank of Northern Kentucky, thereby becoming
the area's fastest-growing bank. The Bank of Ken
tucky plays a major leadership role in the Northern
Kentucky community, with more than 270 em
ployees, $900 million in assets, 27 branches, and 41
ATM locations. Its latest branch is near Newport
on-the-Levee at Fifth and Monmouth Sts. in New

BANKLICK TURNPIKE COMPANY. The

Banklick Turnpike Company, chartered by an act of
the Kentucky legislature in 1839, was to build a road
that followed a much older buffalo trace from Cov

ington to the central Bluegrass region. The capital
stock of the corporation was $40,000, sold at $50 a
share, and stock sales began on the second Monday
of May 1839. In Covington the stock sales were un
der the direction of John B. Casey, Frederick Gedge,
A. P. Howell, John Perry, and Robert Wallace, who
were appointed commissioners.

port. The bank has given major gifts to Thomas
More College for its Bank of Kentucky Observa
tory and also its Bank of Kentucky Field (an ath
letic field) and to Northern Kentucky Univer
sity for its Bank of Kentucky Arena.
The Bank of Kentucky. www.bankofkyhb.com (ac
cessed March 27, 2006).
December 22, 1999, B12.

“Bank of Ky Branches Out—Small-Bank Service, Big
Bank Profits,” SC, September 19, 2004,5B.

When 150 shares had been sold, the stockholders

met and elected a president and four directors. A.
W. Gilbert, city engineer for the City of Cincinnati,
made the original road survey.
In February 1844 the corporation was reincor
porated to build a turnpike from the Covington
city limits stretching 12 miles to the south. Addi
tional stock sales were held at Colmansville, Crit

tenden, Cynthiana, Falmouth, and Williamstown.
Construction probably began in 1845. The actual

Gabrielle Summe

BANK OF KENTUCKY (19TH CENTURY).

This bank operated a branch in Washington, Ky.
(1806), and later in Maysville (1835). At the begin
ning of the 19th century, Kentucky was rich inland
but poor in dollars. Only small amounts of money
circulated within the state, and much of what did

was debased currency. Paper money, of dubious
value, was the accepted medium ofexchange, since
gold or silver coins were so rare. An economy with
out a stable currency cannot prosper; it usually
stagnates and declines. In order to providestability

road was 30 to 40 feet wide, and the artificial, or

for its businesses and commerce, the Common

macadamized, portion was at least 16 feet wide.
The road was lengthened to 17 miles and then ex

wealth of Kentucky chartered the Bank of Ken
tucky in 1806. The bank was modeled after the

tended to the Pendleton Co. line. After 1900 the

Bank of the United States.

road became known as the Three-L Highway to
emphasize the connection with Latonia, Lexing

A president and a 12-member board governed
the Bank of Kentucky. The president and six mem
bers of the board were elected by the state legisla
ture, while private shareholders elected the other
six members. Robert Alexandria served as presi

ton, and Louisville, or with the names of the three
racetracks in those cities, the Three-L Racetracks,

each of which also began with the letter L. At the
turn of the 20th century, the turnpike was taken
over by the fiscal courts of the counties through
which it passed, and the tollgates were removed.
Truesdale, C. B. “Early Turnpikes Which Led to and
from the Newport-Covington Area," a paper deliv
ered at the October 28, 1952, meeting of the Chris
topher Gist Historical Society, Covington, Ky.
Joseph F. Gastright
BANK OF KENTUCKY (MODERN). The
Bank of Kentucky, a full-service commercial bank,
was formed in 1990 by a group of local investors
with strong ties to the Northern Kentucky com
munity, including Rodney “Biz” Cain, R. C.
Durr, and Robert Zapp. The bank was originally
called the Bank of Boone County, but in 1995 it
acquired Burnett Federal Savings Bank (see Sav

the creation of the Bank of the Commonwealth,

brought economic ruin to the state. Many people
who survived the depression were wiped out by the
inflation. In 1822 a new legislature revoked the
charters of both the Bank of Kentucky and
the Bank of the Commonwealth. The Bank of the
Commonwealth was without assets at the time of

its demise, but the Bank of Kentucky was able to
recover its capital. The Bank of Kentucky was re
chartered in 1841, and then again in 1858. The re
percussions from the destruction of the state's
banking system adversely affected the develop
ment of Kentucky through the first half of the 20th
century.

Within the Northern Kentucky region, the Bank
of Kentucky operated a branch at Maysville. It was
to that branch that Virgil McKnight, the long-time
president of the Bank of Kentucky, sent James Bar
bourin 1852 to serveas its cashier. Barbour founded

"Bank of Kentucky to Buy Fort Thomas Financial,” CE,

Farther out in Kenton Co., stock was sold at the

store of Elijah Williams in the Bagby Precinct,
where Thomas Corgan, Ezra K. Fisk, Robert Perry,
and Williams were appointed commissioners.

Bank of Kentucky and the Bank of the Common
wealth were soon being heavily discounted.
The runaway inflation, caused in large part by

the Bank of Maysville in 1871, while helping to fi
nance the completion of the Maysville and Lex
ington Railroad into Maysville in the early 1870s.
In Covington the predominant state-chartered
bank was the Northern Bank of Kentucky, which
was organized in the mid-1830s and moved into its
newly completed Covington Branch at Third and
Scott Sts. in 1836. The Covington Branch of the
Northern Bank of Kentucky, with headquarters in
Lexington, later on was most closely associated with
Northern Kentucky's Ernst family. It is often con
fused with the Bank of Kentucky, which had little

impact around Covington or Newport. Covington
developed later than Newport and before 1840 was
part of Campbell Co., the fiscal terrain of James
Taylor Jr., Newport's founder, who controlled bank
ing in the area.
The modern Bank of Kentucky, which just
happens to occupy the original home of the Cov
ington Branch of the Northern Bank of Kentucky,
has no corporate lineage connecting it to any of
these earlier bankingentities.
Barlow, Don W. “How the Buck Happened to Stop

Here: The Development of Banking in Covington
Prior to 1880," Colonel Covington's Chronicle,
November 1979, 11.

dent of the bank from 1807 to 1821. He adminis
tered the bank in a conservative manner and de

Barrett, Lisa V. "Banking in Kentucky," NKH 7, no.2

veloped it into a sound and profitable institution.
From 1819 to 1823, the Kentucky economy and
that of the nation were shaken by a depression, in
which bankloans were recalled and payment of bills
was demanded. The demand for payment in gold
and silver became so great that the Bank of Ken
tucky had to suspend speciepayments in 1820. With
businesses closing, farms being sold to settle debts,
and citizens fleeing the state to avoid creditors, the
Kentucky legislature insisted that the Bank of Ken
tucky adopt an inflationary fiscal policy. When the
bank refused to do so, the legislature in 1820 char

Beauchamp, C. D. "Banking in Kentucky," Kentucky

tered a new bank called the Bank of the Common

wealth, which flooded the state with paper currency,
destroying whatever faith citizens had in paper
money. Paper currency bills drawn on both the

(Spring-Summer 2000): 29–30.
Banker (1986): 34–47.

Royalty, Dale, "Banking and the Commonwealth
Ideal," RKH 77, no.2(Spring 1979);91–107.
Charles H. Bogart
BANK OF MAYSVILLE. The Bank of Maysville
is Kentucky's oldest independent bank. It began in
1835 as the Maysville branch of the Bank of Ken
tucky, on thesite ofthecurrent Kentucky Gateway
Museum Center on Sutton St. Its first deposit was
$5,000 from James N. Morrison. In 1871 the Ken

tucky legislature outlawed branch banking, and at
that time the bank became the Bank of Maysville. It
joined the national banking system in 1916, when it
absorbed the Union Trust and Savings Company of

BAPTISTS

Maysville and became the Bank of Maysville, Na
tional Banking Association. In 1919 the name re
verted to the Bank of Maysville, when the institu
tion merged with the First Standard Bank and Trust
Company. In 1920 it completed its architecturally
stunning headquarters at 20 W. Second St. in down
town Maysville, designed by the Weber Brothers,

Robinson, Ella D. Annual Report 1999; 1912–1999
Supervising Kentucky's Financial Industry for

87 Years. Kentucky Department of Financial

Foster Barbour (1896–1919), and James N. Kehoe

(1919–1945). Since 1945 the bank has been pre
sided over by Finch family members, James M.
Finch Sr. (1945–1958), James M. Finch Jr. (1958–

1995), and James A. Finch (1995–present). James
Kehoe was the maternal grandfather of James A.
Finch. These forward-looking leaders kept the in
stitution solvent during the Great Depression
and continually kept pace with banking industry
changes such as the introduction of drive-through
banking in 1957. Thebank's reputation as a regional
banking pacesetter has continued. The Bank of
Maysville was the first local bank in its service re
gion to offer automated teller machine (ATM)
banking in 1977, the first to install a satellite office
in a local Kroger grocery store, and, in 1993, the
first to offer seven-day-a-week banking. The bank
has also kept pace with new banking technologies
by offering on-line Internet banking services. The
bank’s “People caring about people" philosophy is

Perry Bratcher

Blanche Gaynor

BAPTISTS. John Tanner was the first known

BAPTIST CONVALESCENT CENTER. The

167-bed Baptist Convalescent Center (now called
Baptist Life Communities), a ministry of the
Northern Kentucky Baptist Association, is affili
ated with both the Kentucky Baptist Convention
and the Southern Baptist Convention. In 1952 this
nursing center was established as the Baptist Home
of Northern Kentucky in Newport. The original
building, at 120 Main St., was purchased from the
Campbell Co. Protestant Orphan's Home. It
was once the estate of former Newport mayor
George Fearon. Frederick W. Winkler, a longtime
Campbell Co. veterinarian and local history buff,
was the president of the Baptist Home of Northern
Kentucky in its early years. The center has experi
enced tremendous growth since that time. It was
expanded in 1954, 1957, 1960, and 1967. A replace
ment wing was built in 1989, and an assisted-living
unit was added in the late 1990s.

Beginning in the mid-1990s, this ministry ex
tended its boundaries beyond Newport into three
other locations in Northern Kentucky. One is the
Baptist Village complex in Erlanger, which cur
rently consists of four distinct units: the Long
House (48 beds), the Munro House (58 beds), the

Village Care Center (100 beds), and the Baptist
Commons (32 condominiums). These units offer a

the communities it serves. Its markets include the

Kentucky counties of Bracken, Mason, and Rob

dents. The third new location is the Greisser Farm

ertson and extend 20 miles into the Ohio coun

Retirement Village in Burlington, a facility de
signed for senior independent living. The develop
ment of this retirement home was made possible by
a 1998.gift of land from Dorotha Griesser.
These acquisitions led the original umbrella
organization to change its corporate name from
the Baptist Convalescent Center to Baptist Life
Communities, a name more in tune with the agen
cy's broadened, nonsectarian mission. Adminis

Throughout its history, the Bank of Maysville
has taken an active role in the educational and
economic health of individuals and businesses in

ties of Adams and Brown. The Bank of Maysville
has supported the University of Kentucky Col
lege of Agriculture's Extension Program in Ma
son Co. by donating office space and telephone
service. The bank strongly backed the develop
ment of the John Y. Brown Jr. AA Highway (Al
exandria to Ashland), just as it helped to finance
the completion of the Maysville and Lexington
Railroad under James Barbour back in the early
1870s. The completion of the AA Highway has
had a significant impact on the local economy: a
wide variety of businesses have located in
Maysville, including Mitsubishi Electric Auto
motive America (a car radio and automotive parts
manufacturer), Green Tokai (a manufacturer of
weather stripping and auto trim), and new busi

trators for the center and the other communities

have been Mr. and Mrs. W. N. Carnes (1952–1959),
Rev. Leo Drake (1959–1969), Robert Ronald Wilson

(1969–1970), George Jones (interim), Arnold Cad
dell (1971–1978), Rev. Lee Hopkins (1978–1991),
Gary Parker (1991–2001), John Hutchinson (in
terim), and Dr. Robert Long, (2003–present). This

nonprofit care-giving organization has earned and

nesses and homes.

retains its excellent reputation for serving people.

Bank of Maysville. 125th Anniversary Bank of

“Baptists Purchase Old Orphans' Home," KP, June

Maysville. Brochure.

Bank of Maysville Collection. Vertical files, Kentucky
Gateway Museum Center, Maysville, Ky.

Finch, James A. Interview by Blanche Gaynor, May 19,
2005, Maysville, Ky.

langer, Ky: The Association, 1984–2004.

The Spirit of a Greater Maysville and Mason County.
Maysville, Ky: Daily Independent, 1929.

variety of levels of care, from skilled nursing care
to independent living. The second new location is
the multistory St. John Nursing Health Care Cen
ter along Highland Ave. in Covington, which was
purchased in the late 1990s and renamed Baptist
Towers; currently it houses more than 100 resi

credited for much of its success.

Northern Kentucky Baptist Association. Annual of
the Northern Kentucky Baptist Association. Er

Institutions.

noted architects. The beautiful interior murals,

completed in about 1960, were executed by Marsh
and Company of Cincinnati.
This independent institution has enjoyed a sta
ble financial history. The Bank of Maysville has
had seven presidents. Its first president was Andrew
M. January (see January and Wood), who held
the position from 1835 until 1877, he was followed
as president by James Barbour (1877–1896), J.
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22, 1951, 1.

“Home for Aged Has Anniversary," KP, September
26, 1955, 1.

Baptist minister to come to Northern Kentucky.
He and his family, originally from Virginia, first
came to Central Kentucky; they settled near what
is now Petersburg in Boone Co. during the 1780s
(see Tanner's Station), built a cabin, and began
raising crops. American Indians kidnapped Tan
ner's nine-year-old son, also named John Tanner,
in 1789. The Tanner family is reported to have lost
a second son to the Indians also, and they soon
moved back to Central Kentucky. John Tanner
held some religious services locally but never es
tablished a church in Northern Kentucky. In Au
gust 1791 a Baptist congregation was established
(see Old Baptist Church on the Dry Ridge)
near Campbell's Blockhouse in what later be
came Grant Co. In June 1794 a small group of Bap
tists moved to what is now Boone Co. from Central

Kentucky and organized a Baptist church of seven
members in the North Bend area of the Ohio River.

That church, called the Bullittsburg Baptist
Church, retains its original records from early
1795 to the present. Soon other Baptist churches
were established in Northern Kentucky. Mouth of
the Licking (now First Baptist Church, Cold
Spring) in 1794, Forks of the Licking Baptist
Church (now Falmouth Baptist Church) in 1795,
Dry Creek Baptist Church in 1800, Bank Lick Bap
tist Church in 1801, and Middle Creek Baptist
Church (now Belleview Baptist Church) in
1803. The Ten Mile Baptist Church, in what is
today Gallatin Co., was established in 1804. David
Lillard became pastor there in 1817 and served for
42 years. When Lillard began his ministry, the
church had about 50 members; when he retired, it

had nearly 400.
In the 19th century, Baptist churches met only
one Sunday of the month; usually they conducted
any business that was necessary on the Saturday just
before their Sunday worship service. Churchgoers
would travel by horseback or in a horse-drawn
carriage or wagon, and most of the early church
meetinghouses were located near a water source, so
that people's animals could be watered properly. Of.
ten a preacher would pastor as many as three or four
churches at the same time. Ministers received very
little financial compensation throughout the 19th
century and generally were bivocational. Not until
near the end ofthecentury did many ofthe churches
begin meeting on a weekly basis. If evening services
were held, light was supplied by lanterns in the days
before electricity became available.

The great frontier revival of 1800–1801 oc
curred in Northern Kentucky as in other areas of
the state. Rev. John Taylor was a frontier Baptist
preacher who came to Northern Kentucky and
preached at the Bullittsburg Baptist Church. He
described in his book, A History of Ten Baptist

Lynch, Iardella. The History of the Baptist Conva

Churches (1823), how the revival he conducted in

lescent Center, 1952–1983. Newport, Ky., 1983.

Northern Kentucky began in a service in the Corn
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Creek community of Gallatin (now Trimble) Co.
Soon the revival spread to Boone Co. and to other
parts of Northern Kentucky. There were many un
usual activities (the falling-down experience, the
barking experience, the swooning experience) de
scribed at Cane Ridge Campground in Bourbon
Co. and other Central Kentucky communities, but
these were not reported in Northern Kentucky. In
1800 more than 122 persons professed faith in
Christ and were baptized in the four churches that
existed in Northern Kentucky, and as a result some
new Baptist churches were organized. More revival
activity followed in 1801. Revivals among the Bap
tist churches in Northern Kentucky were also
recorded in 1811, when 277 were baptized; in
1817–1818, with 728 baptisms; and in 1828–1829,
with 228 immersions. These events led to the orga
nization of more new churches in the region's out
lying areas.
The first Baptist churches of the Northern Ken
tucky area became members of the Elkhorn Asso
ciation of Central Kentucky, which was organized
in 1785. The North Bend Baptist Association
(named after the northernmost curve in the Ohio
River) was established in 1803 with 9 churches. It

grew to 25 churches by 1827, but then 8 churches
from Campbell Co. withdrew and established an
other association, which they named Campbell
Co. Baptist Association. These two associations
merged in 1967 and became the Northern Ken
tucky Baptist Association; the year after they
merged, 61 churches and 22,199 members be
longed to the association. In 2005 the association
had 70 churches with 34,600 members reported,
the third-largest number for any association in the
state. But this is not the only Baptist association in
the region.
The Bracken Association was established in

1799. Lewis Craig, leader of the famed “Traveling
Church" that came to Kentucky from Virginia, was
regarded as the father of this association. In the
Bracken Association during the years 1827–1828,
there were 1,116 persons baptized. Some members
in the Bracken Association were adamantly op
posed to slavery. For example, a church near May
slick, pastored by Donald Holmes, adopted eman
cipation principles. Some of the churches separated

among Baptists in early 17th-century England. The
letter was written by a local pastor or church leader
and usually emphasized a doctrinal theme or an
exhortation to the churches,

Baptists are noted for their doctrinal beliefs
that salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus
Christ and that there are two symbolic ordinances
of the church, baptism and the Lord's Supper, or
Communion. Baptism is for believers only, by im
mersion of the believer in water, and the Lord's

Supper is administered by a church to its members.
The two offices, or official positions, in the Baptist
church are pastors and deacons. There are some
Baptists who believe that foot-washing is also a
church ordinance, and some hold that elders are a

third type of official in the church. Individual
churches are autonomous bodies and are self

volunteered for the Confederate army as well as the
Union army.

churches Campbell's influence had been strongly
felt. Some churches in the region split and a group
ofmembers went with the Campbell faction, though
Campbell did not have the impact in Northern
Kentucky that he had in other areas of the state,
where as many as one-third of the Baptist churches
were divided or joined his movement. However,
one prominent Northern Kentucky Baptist pastor,
William Montague, left his church and joined the
Campbell faction. Campbell's followers identified
themselves as members of either the Churches of

Christ or the Disciples of Christ, which are two

separate denominations.
In 1840 the Salem Association of Predestinar

The Ten Mile Association was constituted in

and the formal education of ministers. Lewis Con

1831 from 9 churches, with 4 churches from the

ner and John Underhill were prominent pastors at
Gunpowder Baptist Church and leaders among
these churches. Many of the churches died out by
the end of the century, but there are presently a few
Primitive Baptist churches still holding services in
Northern Kentucky.
In 1845 the Western Baptist Theological In
stitute was established at Covington. It was to be a
cooperative educational effort between Baptists in

tin Co. This association presently has 15 churches
in its membership. The Crittenden Association in
cludes 29 churches in Grant, Pendleton, and
Harrison counties. The Union Association has 15

churches from Falmouth, Brooksville, and Cyn
thiana. The Owen Co. Association has a total of 24

churches, and the White's Run Association has 10

churches in Carroll Co. and the surrounding area.
For most of the 19th century, the various asso
ciations annually sent out a circular letter to mem
ber churches, according to a custom that began

In antebellum times, slavery proved a conten
tious issue among Baptists. Many of the early set
tlers came from Virginia and brought their slaves
with them. Slaves became members at local Baptist
churches when they made a profession of their per
sonal faith and were immersed in baptism. They
were not required to support their church; neither
were they allowed to vote or participate in any
church business. There was a gallery (balcony) in
most Baptist meetinghouses where the slaves were
to sit during the worship services. Church records
mention two African American Baptist preachers,
Asa and Barnabas, who became influential preach
ers and held separate services for the slaves living
in their communities. Asa and his wife were pur
chased in 1839 by a Baptist pastor in southern In
diana, where they were subsequently freed.
During the Civil War men could obtain a
waiver from serving in the military by paying $300
for a substitute. James A. Kirtley, who pastored
three churches during the war, paid for a substitute
so he could continue his pastoral work. The Camp

the Bracken Association in their doctrine; in those

ciation that emphasized the abolition of slavery.
The Bracken Association presently extends along
the Ohio River from Augusta eastward to beyond
Vanceburg and as far south as Morehead.

North Bend Association and others from Galla

(see St. Elizabeth Medical Center).

governed.
Alexander Campbell was a religious leader
from Virginia who came into Kentucky in the
1820s and edited a newspaper called The Chris
tian Baptist. He opposed missions and taught that
baptism by immersion was not merely symbolic
but was necessary for salvation. Following the re
vivals, Alexander Campbell's doctrine, which de
viated from Baptist doctrine, created agitation and
unrest among many attenders at Baptist churches
in Northern Kentucky. William Vaughan, an able
theologian, strengthened the Baptist churches of

ian Baptists was formed by 6 churches that with
drew from the Regular Baptists of the North Bend
and Campbell Co. Associations. This group grew
to 14 churches and had 413 members by 1845.
Known as Primitive (or Old-School) Baptists by
some, they held to extreme Calvinistic views and
did not practice any evangelizing. They opposed
missions, Bible societies (distributing agencies),

from the Bracken Association and formed an asso

part of its campus became St. Elizabeth Hospital

the northern and the southern states, but the issue

of slavery became a dominant factor, and the school
closed after 10 turbulent years. The building was
used as a hospital during the Civil War, and later

bell Co. Association issued a circular letter to its

churches during the war, deploring slavery and
urging church members not to participate in the
war. There were men in some of the churches who

After the Civil War, African Americans began
to establish churches of their own. For instance,
the Bracken Association had 26 churches with

2,523 members in 1862; about 1,000 of these were
African Americans who left the church rolls after

the Civil War. There are now black Baptistchurches
in Northern Kentucky in Covington, Burlington,
Walton, and other towns.

In the 19th century, local Baptists began an effort
to evangelize the German population of Covington,
and a German-speaking church was established in
the town for a short period. Today, thereisa Spanish
speaking Baptist congregation in Covington.
There are more than 170 Baptist churches in
Northern Kentucky, with nearly 63,000 members
associated with the Kentucky Baptist Convention;
these churches also align themselves with the South
ern Baptist Convention and voluntarily support
mission projects through these conventions. Some
Baptist churches choose not to join an association.
Approximately 20 unaffiliated (sometimes referred
to as independent) Baptist churches are extant in
Northern Kentucky, the largest being Calvary
Baptist Church in Covington. In addition, some
Baptists who refer to themselves as Reformed Bap

tists operate a few churches in this region.
Northern Kentucky Baptists became involved
in various outreach ministries in the 20th century.
The Baptist Convalescent Center in Newport
opened in 1952. The Baptist Village in Erlanger
provides a continuum of care for its residents and
also provides care for young children. Baptist Tow
ers in Covington offers housing and nursing care
for the elderly. The Baptist Student Union, located
at Northern Kentucky University at Highland
Heights, ministers to college students.

BARNESTEMPLE A.M.E. CHURCH

Some prominent Baptist leaders of the past are
Rev. Robert Kirtley and his two sons, Rev. James A.
and Rev. R. E. Kirtley, who were the most influen
tial pastors in Boone Co. throughout the 19th cen
tury; Rev. W. A. M. Wood, an associational mis
sionary of Campbell Co., and later of North Bend,
who started many preaching points between 1915
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and 1942 that later became churches; Rev. Chase

Jennings Sr., the North Bend Association director
from 1948 to 1969, Dr. George Jones, who served
as the association's director for the following 15
years; Rev. Roy A. Johnson, pastor of Big Bone,
Burlington, and Florence churches from the 1930s
through the 1950s; and Rev. D. B. Eastep, the pas
tor of Calvary Baptist Church in Covington from
1927 to 1962.

Dickens, William Earl. United on Mission: A His

tory of the Northern Kentucky Baptist Associa
tion (1803–1995), Erlanger, Ky: Northern Ken
tucky Baptist Association, 1996.
Spencer, John H. A History of Kentucky Baptists
from 1769 to 1885. Lafayette, Tenn: Church His
tory Research and Archives, 1976.
Taylor, John. A History of Ten Baptist Churches.
Frankfort, Ky: J. H. Holeman, 1823.
James R. Duvall

BARBOUR, JAMES FOSTER(b. May 27, 1820,
Danville, Ky., d. September 17, 1896, Maysville,
Ky.) James Barbour, a state auditor, was the son of
Maj. James and Letitia Green Barbour. He gradu
ated from Centre College at age 17 and from Tran
sylvania Law School three years later. He practiced
law in Danville. In 1850, Kentucky governor John L.
Helm (1850–1851; 1867) appointed Barbour the
ninth Kentucky state auditor of public accounts.
While in Frankfort, he became acquainted with
Virgil McKnight, the president of the Bank of
Kentucky, a bank with which the state was heavily
involved, and Barbour was able to obtain conces
sions on behalf of the state from the bank. He was

later hired as a cashier at the Bank of Kentucky
branch in Maysville, where he moved in 1852. In
1871 Barbour founded the Bank of Maysville
and ran it, with his children, until his death. While

he lived in Maysville, Barbour was influential in
financing the completion of the Maysville and
Lexington Railroad; he was also involved with
the Union Coal & Oil Company and the water
works. In 1844 James Barbour married Elizabeth

Retschulte's Five Mile House, Lakeside Park.

may have been a toll house along the old Coving
ton and Lexington Turnpike. In early 1867,
Capt. John Tennis, one of the founding citizens of
Kenton Co. and longtime owner of the land, died.
In April of the same year, after his death, the origi
nal frame building was completely destroyed by
fire, and the tavern was subsequently rebuilt. In
1873 the heirs of John Tennis sold the property to
John Gries. It passed to Joseph Rusche in 1877, to
John Henry Freulker in 1888, to John Martin
Freulker in 1904, and to Jacob Dennis in 1910.

Dennis was proprietor of the tavern for two years
and sold it in June 1912 to Charles and Anna
Retschulte. The Restchultes converted it into a res

taurant, complete with an adjoining shady grove
available for family picnics. When the old turnpike
became the Dixie Highway, Retschulte changed
the restaurant's name to Dixie Inn. He provided
free transportation to and from the "end-of-the
line" (the electric streetcar line; see Green Line) in
Fort Mitchell to his restaurant and also installed

street lights along the route. During Prohibition,
Retschulte was twice accused of possessing liquor
at his roadhouse. In 1923 he was fined $100; and in

April 1925, when he was again convicted of pos
session of liquor, he refused to take the stand and
to name the seller of his 11 barrels of beer; the judge
fined him $5,000 and sentenced him to 18 months

Graham Foster in Danville. He died in 1896 and
was buried next to his wife at the Danville Ceme

tery. His son replaced him at the Bank of Maysville,
and Barbour family members have been commu
nity leaders in Mason Co. since.
Kerr, Charles. History of Kentucky 5 vols. Chicago:
American Historical Society, 1922.
Lewin, H.,ed. The Lawyers and Lawmakers of Ken
tucky Chicago. Lewis, 1897.

in prison. The restaurant was closed, and alien was
placed againstit for finesowed. In 1926 Retschulte,
then age 60, began serving his prison sentence in
Atlanta. After his release, he apparently reopened
the restaurant. In the early 1940s, Elmer and Stella
Bruce Price leased Retschulte's Inn, making it one
of the gambling establishments along the Gour
met Strip. Elmer Price died in 1954, and Stella
subsequently relinquished operation of the restau
rant to Florence R. Cahill, Charles Retschulte's

BARLEYCORN'S

FIVE MILE

HOUSE,

LAKESIDE PARK. The Five Mile House, so
named because it is located five miles from Cov

ington, is a historic tavern located at 2642 Dixie
Highway. It dates from the mid-19th century and

granddaughter, who operated it until 1962. After
being closed for nine years, it was restored and re
opened by Arthur List in 1971, serving pan-fried
chicken, roast beef, Kentucky ham and red-eye
gravy, steaks, seafood, and hot slaw. Ken Heil re

opened the restaurant in February 1984 as Barley
corn's Five Mile House. In 2008 Heil oversaw a

major renovation.

"Covington: Fire in the Country." Cincinnati Daily
Gazette, April 29, 1867, 1.

Deed books 30, pp. 41–42; 37, pp. 22–23, 61, pp.
220–21; 119, pp. 103-4; 138, p. 229, 145, pp. 614–15,

299, pp. 52–54, Kenton Co. Clerk's Office, Coving.
ton, Ky.

"John Tennis Estate," plat map 319, Kenton Co.Clerk's
Office, Covington, Ky.
Kreimer, Peggy."Mrs. Stella Price: Owned Retschulte's
Inn 11 Years." KP, January 26, 1974, 13.
Schneider, Craig "Retschulte's Five Mile House." Bul
letin of the Kenton County Historical Society,
March–April 2005:2-3.
Ken Heil and Paul A. Tenkotte

BARNES TEMPLE A.M.E. CHURCH. The

Barnes Temple A.M.E. Church of Elsmere was es
tablished in the late 19th century by Rev. Daniel W.
Ellison, an evangelical minister who had stopped
in nearby Florence to deliver one of many sermons
in the area. During his visit, Ellison envisioned the
establishment of a small Methodist church. As a

result, during the Christmasholiday season of 1896,
he and several followers, while traveling house to
housesponsoring prayer meetings, decided to hold
services regularly at the local railroad station de
pot on Woodside Ave. Because the city of Elsmere
was incorporated that same year, the new church
became the African Methodist Episcopal Church
(A.M.E.) of Elsmere.

Ellison served as pastor for only two years, un
til 1898; however, even though it had no permanent
spiritual leader for several years, the church con
tinued to grow and prosper. During this period the
church moved to a building in Elsmere on Spring
St. and later to a facility in town along Shaw St.
From there the church was relocated to the Brittle

House on Fox St. and then to a small building at
the end of Palace Ave. While they met at this loca
tion, the congregation made plans to construct
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a permanent building along Fox St. on land do
nated by the Carneal family, who were well known
throughout the community.
Over the next half century, several worship fa
cilities were built at the Fox St. site. In 1905 or 1906,

1901. As a student, Barnhorn was selected for the

Ohio Death Certificate No.48548, for the year 1935.

Art Academy's prestigious annual scholarship
award for study in Italy and Paris in 1891.
Bishop Camillus Paul Maes of the Diocese of
Covington chose Barnhorn to design and create a
statue for the pedestal between the two central

Reis, Jim. “Barnhorn's Legacy," KP, October 3, 2005,

under the leadership of Rev. C. E. Carson, a small
wood-frame building was constructed; in 1934, a

doors of the front entrance to the new cathedral in

“suspicious" fire destroyed it. The next year, under

Covington. The subject selected was the Madonna

the direction of Rev. H. L. Barnes, a stone church

and Child. Made from Bedford limestone, the five

building was begun. One year later, the corner

foot tall sculpture, which has remained on the fa
cade since 1912, took two years to complete. Barn
horn later replicated the work for the Barnhorn
Memorial for St. John Cemetery in St. Bernard,
Ohio. In 1914 Bishop Maes commissioned Barn
horn to execute a tympanum carving above the
central doors of Covington's cathedral. The subject
this time was the Assumption of Mary into heaven.
Completed in 1917, this Bedford stone carving is
18 feet,7inches wide and 13 feet, 3 inches high.
While at the Art Academy, Barnhorn estab
lished a close friendship with artist Frank Duve
neck. Barnhorn first sculpted the sepulchral effigy

stone of the facility was laid, and the church was
renamed the Barnes Temple African Methodist
Episcopal(A.M.E.) Church of Elsmere. From 1940
to 1948, the Barnes Temple A.M.E. allowed the
Erlanger-Elsmere Board of Education to use part
of the building to educate first- through third
grade African American students from the local
community.

After several years, some church leaders de
cided that a new facility was needed. During the
1950s and 1960s, under the pastorates of Rev. Rob
ert E. Mitchell and Rev. Edgar L. Mack, another
church building was constructed at the Fox St. lo
cation. Modifications and additions to this facility,
such as a remodeled sanctuary and a larger park
ing lot, were built during the late 1990s and early
2000s. Today, under the leadership of Rev. William
Robert Thomas Hale, the Barnes Temple A.M.E.
Church continues to serve the citizens of Elsmere,

both black and white, with a strong emphasis on
spirituality, inclusiveness, and social justice.
Barnes Temple African Methodist Episcopal Church.
www.barnestemple.com/ (accessed November 26,
2007).

“Barnes Temple A.M.E.” KP, August 19, 2004,4K.
“Barnes Temple A.M.E. Church Pamphlet,” Northern
Kentucky African American Heritage Task Force
Collection, W. Frank Steely Library, Northern
Kentucky Univ.
Bradford, Bill “Billy" mayor. Interview by Eric R.

Jackson, June 15, 2006, Elsmere, Ky.
Elsmere Centennial Committee. City of Elsmere—
Centennial Celebration Booklet, 1896–1996.

Elsmere, Ky: City of Elsmere, 1996.
“Park to Be Rededicated,” KP, July 23, 2002, 2K.
Ries, James. “Black Churches Offered Stability in
Troubled Times,” KP, January 20, 1997,4K.
Eric R. Jackson

BARNHORN, CLEMENTJ. (b. January 8, 1857,
Cincinnati, Ohio; d. August 2, 1935, Cincinnati,
Ohio). Although he never resided in Northern
Kentucky, Clement Barnhorn has been closely
linked with the region, especially through his ar
chitectural sculpture on the facade of the Cathe
dral Basilica of the Assumption in Covington.
Barnhorn was the son of Clemens and Agnes
Garmmers Barnhorn. He attended Xavier Univer

of Elizabeth Boott Duveneck, Duveneck's deceased

wife, as a grave memorial in clay, and then he cast it
in bronze. The original plaster model remains on
display at the Cincinnati Art Museum. Barnhorn
and Duveneck collaborated on a sculpture of Ralph
Waldo Emerson. Barnhorn was also called upon to
sculpture the memorial for Frank Duveneck's grave
in Mother of God Cemetery in Latonia. Carved
from Red Warsaw stone, this monument is 10 feet

long and has four winged figures in bronze at the
corners representing the virtues of Faith, Hope,
Charity, and Resurrection. Also in Mother of God
Cemetery are the figures for the Crucifixion Group
that was carved by Barnhorn. The depiction of
Christ on the cross, St. John the Evangelist, Mary
the Mother of Jesus, and Mary Magdalene was cast
in bronze and completed in 1915. The entire group,
base to top, is 24 feet high.
Other works by Barnhorn include a bronze
plaque on the water tower at the Fort Thomas
Military Reservation, honoring the deceased of
the 6th Regiment U.S. Infantry of the Spanish
American War; a piano case that he carved for the
Baldwin Piano Company, which won awards at the
Paris Exposition in 1900; and bronze reliefs for the
Queen City Club in Cincinnati. He was also re
sponsible for creating the Galbraith Memorial in

4K.

— “Sculptor's Reputation Equals His Work,” KP,
May 14, 1984,8K.
Rebecca Bilbo

BARTLE, JOHN, COLONEL (b. April 2, 1745,
New York City; d. December 9, 1839, Cincinnati,
Ohio). A merchant and a Revolutionary War mi
litia captain and prisoner of war, John Bartle spent
five years as a captive of the Indian allies of the Brit
ish during the Revolution. After his release in 1789,
he traveled to Maysville and Lexington, Ky., and
then moved to Cincinnati the following year, where
he built a house and operated a store. Bartle pur
chased a large farm near Leitch's Station (see David
Leitch), 17 lots in Newport, and several more in
Cincinnati. He was married three times, first to

Elizabeth Mold, then to her sister Lydia Mold, and
lastly to Rachel Writtenhouse, a widow. He had a
daughter (Eliza, b. 1791 or 1792, who is said to be
the first childborn in Newport) by his first wife and
a son and a daughter by his second. By 1794 Bartle
was operatingaferry between Cincinnati and New
port, but this license was revoked in 1798 because
his property did not extend to the riverbank. He
served as one of the first justices of the peace of
Campbell Co. and also as a sheriff there. In 1807
Bartle was forced to sell his properties and declare
himself insolvent. He applied for a military pen
sion, which was ultimately denied because the army
was unable to locate his service records. He spent
the rest of his life in poverty, living with his son,
John James Flourney Bartle, in Newport, or his
daughter Eliza Bartle Pierce, near the city. He died
at the age of 94 and was buried in the Old Presbyte
rian Burying Grounds in downtown Cincinnati.
Campbell County Kentucky History and Genealogy.
Falmouth, Ky: Falmouth Outlook, 1978.
"John Bartle, Pension." Roots.web. www.rootsweb
.com/~kycampbeljohnbartlepension.htm
(ac
cessed November 26, 2007).

Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky: Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

Jack Wessling

Cincinnati's Eden Park, a monument to World

War I military and nursing personnel from Cin
cinnati. He worked with the Rookwood Pottery
Company in Cincinnati, carving several fountains
in clay that Rookwood covered with their famous
faience glazes. One of the fountains, formerly in
stalled in the Losantiville Lanes in Ohio, can be

seen today in the Cincinnati Wing of the Cincin
nati Art Museum.

BARTON, EDWARD E. (b. July 29, 1870, Pend
leton Co., Ky.; d. November 11, 1951, Falmouth,
Ky). A lawyer, a historian, and a politician, Edward
Barton was the son of Thomas M. and Mary Beck
ett Barton. He was one of Pendleton Co.'s leading
citizens for more than 60 years, becoming the dean
of the Pendleton Co. legal community and a prom
inent historian. Throughout his life, he collected

sity in Cincinnati and studied at the Art Academy

Barnhorn died in 1935 at Good Samaritan

histories of most of the families of Pendleton Co.

of Cincinnati from 1880 to 1891, attending evening

Hospital in Cincinnati and was buried at St. Mary
Cemetery in St. Bernard, Ohio.

as well as many historical facts concerning the
county. Upon his death, his family gave this vast
collection to the University of Kentucky, where it
was organized and microfilmed. Today the collec
tion is known as the Barton Papers and consists of
200-plus microfilm rolls available in historical and
genealogical libraries as far away as Los Angeles.

classes under Louis Rebisso, the first sculpture in
structor at the academy. He later assisted Rebisso
in the execution of the monument to William

Henry Harrison for Piatt Park in downtown Cin
cinnati, and he assumed Rebisso's position as in
structor at the academy after Rebisso's death in

Archives, Art Academy of Cincinnati Library,
Cincinnati.

Frieberg, Walter A. A Guide to the Cathedral. Cov
ington, Ky: Messenger, 1947.
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Barton was an active Democrat and served in

1898 as a representative in the Kentucky legisla
ture. He was a successful candidate for Speaker of
the House during both World War I and World
War II. Barton was also a member of the Pendle

ton Co. draft board during World War II. He ob
tained a law degree from George Washington Uni
versity in Washington, D.C. For a time, he worked
for the Pendleton Bureau and later moved west to

work for the federal government. He was an excel
lent land surveyor and did much surveying in New
Mexico; in those days a lawyer-surveyor combina
tion was common. After he returned to Falmouth,

he became a farmer, at one time owning 1,550 acres
of land in Bracken and Pendleton counties. Barton

pioneered in the development of sweet clover seed,
for which Pendleton Co. is noted. He engaged in
many civic affairs and served as city attorney. Bar
ton married Louise Brandt, and they had two chil
dren, Mary Jackson and Charles Barton. In 1951
Barton died of a heart attack at his home in Fal

mouth and was buried in Riverside Cemetery. At
the time of his death he was the master commis
sioner of Pendleton Co.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 23435, for the year
1951.

Mildred Belew

BASCOM, HENRY BIDLEMAN (b. May 27,
1796, Hancock, Delaware Co., N.Y.; d. September
8, 1850, Louisville, Ky.) Bishop Henry Bidleman
Bascom's paternal forebears were French Hugue
nots. With little education but great determina
tion, Bascom began his life of religion at age 12 and
converted to the Methodist faith on August 18,
1810. His father moved west and the family settled
near Maysville in 1812. In 1813 they moved to Ohio
in the direction of Ripley, not far from Maysville.
In February 1813, near New Market in Highland
Co., Ohio, Bascom was licensed to preach as a
Methodist minister in the Brush Creek Circuit,

post as an agent for the American Colonization
Society. In 1832 he returned to Northern Ken
tucky, where he became a professor of moral sci
ence at Augusta College. Soon the presidency of
the college was offered to Bascom, but he declined.
He remained in Bracken Co. for several years be
fore resigning from his teaching post at the college
in December 1837. The trustees did not accept his
resignation but offered him time to travel and lec
cerned about the problem of marital infidelity and

when youngsters begin with tee ball, baseball has
been a sport of summer for almost 140 years.
Northern Kentucky soldiers returned from the
Civil War having seen the rudiments of the game
demonstrated, however primitively, during lulls in
the fighting. In one incident more than 10,000 sol
diers witnessed an Easter Sunday contest between
two New York military units near Hilton Head ls
land, S.C.; it was said to be the sports gathering of
the 19th century with the largest attendance. The
Civil War helped to spread baseball throughout

invited Bascom to deliver a series of lectures on the

the nation.

subject of Christianity and infidelity.
During the next few years, Bascom traveled
and lectured, and in 1838 a DD degree was con
ferred upon him by Wesleyan University at Mid
dletown, Conn. He married Eliza Van Antwerp in
New York in 1839. In 1840 he was elected president
of Louisiana College, but because he wanted to re
tain his relationship with the trustees at Augusta
College, he rejected the position; within the same
year, he rejected a similar offer from the University

It was soon afterward that the sport's first pro
fessional baseball team, the Red Stockings, was or
ganized in Cincinnati and its 1869 team played
through an undefeated season. The Cincinnati
Commercial thought enough of the interest in the
new game that a full-time reporter was assigned to
travel with “the Reds"; it was the first newspaper in
the country to make such an assignment. Being
part of the Cincinnati media market, Northern

of Missouri at Columbia. At the annual Methodist

been ever since. In Covington the Ernst family sup
ported baseball, and its teams were known to play
against the Red Stockings at various ball fields on

ture. At that time, leaders of Cincinnati were con

Conference of 1840, a message was sent from the
trustees of Transylvania University in Lexington
that control of the university was being offered
to the Methodist Episcopal Church. Bascom was
elected as chairman of a commission to investigate,
and in the spring of 1842, with the institution un
der Methodist control, the commissioners asked

Bascom to assume the presidency of Transylvania
University. Bascom declined the offer; however, he
agreed to serve as president pro tem. He then re
signed his teaching position at Augusta College.
In 1844 Bascom was a delegate to the Method
ist Church's General Conference; in 1845 he was a
member of the Southern Methodist Convention,

which organized the Methodist Church South,
and he both authored the report of those proceed
ings and chaired the commission appointed to
settle the differences between the two branches of
the church. In 1848 Bascom attended his church's

which extended throughout the Ohio counties of
Adams, Highland, and Scioto. He was admitted to

Southern General Conference and became editor

the church's Ohio Conference on a trial basis and

his church's General Conference at St. Louis in

began to preach on the frontier for the yearly salary
of $12. His style was sometimes too florid for his
congregations, who thought that he did not dress

May 1850, Bascom was elected bishop of the Meth
odist Episcopal Church South. He authored sev
eral books, including Methodism and Slavery
(1845), Sermons from the Pulpit (1850), and Lec
tures on Infidelity: Lectures on Moral and Men
tal Science. In July 1850 he preached his last ser
mon, in St. Louis, and on September 8, 1850, he

or look like a Methodist minister. In 1816 he was
transferred to the Tennessee Conference, which

covered most of the state of Kentucky, and was ap
pointed to the Danville and Madison circuits in
Kentucky. In the same year, he became acquainted
with Kentucky statesman Henry Clay.
In 1822 Bascom returned to Ohio and was ap
pointed to a committee to negotiate between the
trustees of Bracken Academy in Augusta, Ky., and
the Methodist Church of Ohio and Kentucky to
create Augusta College. In 1823 Henry Clay ar
ranged an appointment for him to become the
chaplain to the U.S. Congress. Bascom continued
as the congressional chaplain until 1827, when he
was appointed to chair a committee to establish a
college at Uniontown, Pa. He accepted a position
as president of that school, which became Madison
College. In 1829 he resigned to accept a ministerial
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of the Southern Methodist Quarterly Review. At

died at Louisville and was buried in the Eastern

Cemetery in that city.
Henkle, M. M. Life of Henry Bidleman Bascom,
D.D., LL.D. Nashville, Tenn.: Methodist Church
South, 1851.

Kentuckians became aware of baseball and have

each side of the Ohio River. James C. Ernst, a first

baseman for Princeton College in New Jersey dur
ing the early 1870s who was sought after by several
major league teams, was a member of those Ken
tucky teams. The Red Stockings challenged North
ern Kentucky squads in Ludlow during the 1870s,
long before the advent of spring training in the
South. A look at the few surviving rosters of the
Covington teams the Kentons and the Stars (see
Baseball, Early Professional; Kenton Base
Ball Association) reveals the names of several fu

ture community leaders, and their Ohio opponents
sometimes included Billy Howard Taft, later the
27th president of the United States (1908–1912).
At the minor league level, there have been a
number of teams in the region. Maysville had a
team called the Bears as early as 1905. In 1910
Casey Stengel roamed the outfield for the Blue
Grass League team in Maysville (see Baseball,
Maysville). For the 1913 season, Covington in
dustrialist Richard C. Stewart of the Stewart Iron

Works organized a squad in the incipient Federal
League, the Covington Blue Sox. In Newport the
success of the Wiedemann Brewing Company's
semipro team prompted several businessmen to
field a minor league team. The Newport Brewers,
for the 1914 season, played in the OKI (Ohio, Ken
tucky, Indiana) League. Neither the Blue Sox nor
the Brewers remained in the area very long. In
Boone Co. during the first years of the 21st century,
there has been an attempt to capitalize on the re
surgent interest in minor league baseball in the
form of a team called the Florence Freedom.

Wright, John D. Transylvania: Tutor to the West.
Lexington, Ky. Transylvania Univ., 1975.
John E. Leming Jr.
BASEBALL. Baseball in the Northern Kentucky
region has been both a popular activity and a spec
tator sport. From the early days of following the
Red Stockings in Cincinnati to the modern era

The region has supplied a number of players
who have made it to the major leagues, even if for
only a few games. The most famous Northern Ken
tuckian to play in the “bigs" is clearly Jim Bun
ning of Southgate, a Hall of Fame right-handed
pitcher and a U.S. senator. He pitched 17 from 1955
through 1971, almost unheard of by today's stan
dards, playing in 591 games with a 224-184 win
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loss record and becoming the first pitcher to win
more than 100 games in both leagues. Bunning
played for the Detroit Tigers in the American League
(AL) and for the Philadelphia Phillies, the Pitts

burgh Pirates, and the Los Angeles Dodgers in the
National League (NL). He also holds the rare dis
tinction of havingpitched no-hitters inboth leagues,
with the second one being a perfect game as well.
The other successful modern-era professional ball
player connected with the region is David Justice.
Justice played under legendary coach Jim Connor
at Thomas More College in Crestview Hills be
fore beginning his pro career in 1989 with the At
lanta Braves. He went on to play with the Cleveland
Indians, the New York Yankees, and Oakland Ath

letics through 14 seasons and 1,610 games.
Numerous lesser-known major leaguers (play
ers who made an appearance in a major league
game) also are connected with the region. Coving
ton has given rise to the largest number of profes
sional players. Arranged chronologically according
to their participation in the major league, the fol
lowing players have Covington ties. Amos Booth,
who lived in Covington, played in 110 games over 4
seasons, mostly as an infielder with the Reds, begin
ning in 1876. Jack Shoupe played 3 seasons starting
in 1879 as an infielder in 55 games, with three teams.
Also beginning in 1879 was George Strief an in
fielder for 5 seasons with Pittsburgh, Cleveland, the
St. Louis Browns, and the Philadelphia Phillies over
362 games. Prior to the major league, Strief had
played for the Covington Stars. Mox McQuery
played first base in both leagues for several teams
from 1884 for 5 years, appearing in 417 games. After
his playing days, McQuery became a Covingtonpo
liceman in 1896 and was killed in the line of duty in
1900. Bob Clark played 7 years, beginning in 1886,
mostlyasacatcherfor the Brooklyn Trolley-Dodgers
in the American Association, a major league at the
time, and appeared in 288 games. Joe Sommer
spent 10 seasons with the Reds and the Baltimore
Orioles, beginning in 1890, mainly as an outfielder,
appearing in 713 games. Hank Gastright, a right
handed pitcher, threw in the AL in the 1890s for sev
eral teams, appearing in 173 games; he had a record
of 72-63 over 7 seasons. Later, he became a Newport
policeman. Bill Niles was an infielder for 11 games in
the NL with St. Louis and Pittsburgh in the 1895 sea
son. John Farrell played second base with the St.
Louis Cardinals for 5 years and 541 games beginning
in 1901. Harry Berte appeared in 3 games for the St.
Louis Cardinals in 1903 at second base. Howie

Camnitz was a right-handed pitcher for 11 years,
beginning in 1904, mainly for the Pittsburgh Pirates.
He appeared in 326 games and had a 133-105 record.
Bill Sweeney played 8 seasons, beginning in 1907,
appearing in 1,031 games, mainly at second base for
the Boston Braves of the NL.

Eddie Hohnhorst, the son of a Covington brew
ery agent, played first base in 21 games for Cleve
land in 1910 and later played in the fleeting Federal
League. Hohnhorst, who became a Covington po
liceman in 1914, committed suicide in Latonia in

March 1916, while on duty. Jack Black appeared in
54 games at first base for the St. Louis Browns in
1911. Dick Niehaus was a left-handed pitcher for the

St. Louis Cardinals for 4 seasons beginning in 1913,
seeing action in 45 games with a 4-5 record. John
Heving (see Heving Brothers) was a catcher for
8 seasons at Boston in the AL starting in 1920, ap
pearing in 399 games; his brother Joe Heving was
a right-handed pitcher mostly at Cleveland for 13
seasons starting in 1930, playing in 430 games, with
a 76-48 record. Bob Barton, a 1959 graduate of
Holmes High School, who turned down an invi
tation to play basketball for Adolph Rupp at the
University of Kentucky, began his 10 years in the
majors in 1965 with the San Francisco Giants and
later played with the San Diego Padres as a catcher,
playing in 393 games. Joeff Long was a first base
man with the Chicago White Sox and the Boston
Red Sox for 2 years beginning in 1964, appearing in
56 games. Leo Foster, from Holmes (1969), played 5
years as an infielder for Atlanta and the New York
Mets in the mid-1970s, participating in 144 games.
Jim Minshall, born in Covington but raised in
Campbell Co., played baseball and basketball at
Newport Central Catholic High School (1966)
under Jim Connor. Minshall was a right-handed
pitcher and played for Pittsburgh during the mid
1970s for 2 seasons, seeing action in 6 games, with a
0-1 record. Joel McKeon was a left-handed pitcher
for 2 years with the Chicago White Sox in the AL,
starting in 1986. He saw action in 43 games with a
record of 4-3. The last players from Covington were
the Thobe brothers: J.J. was a right-handed pitcher
for the Montreal Expos in 1995, where he appeared
in 4 games, with no decisions; Tom was a left
handed pitcher and played for 2 seasons with At
lanta beginning in 1995, where he pitched in 7
games, with a 0-1 record.
Other players from Kenton Co. include Lud
low's Dale Williams, a right-handed pitcher who
played for Cincinnati in 1876 for 9 games, where he
went 1-8. From the same city came Neal Brady, a
right-handed pitcher, who played for 24 games

seasons, in 1877 with the Red Stockings of the NL,
and in 1884 with the Outlaw Reds of the American

Association, for a total of 17 games. Clarence “Kid”
Baldwin played every position, but mostly short
stop, with the Reds for 7 years beginning in the
early 1880s. John Dolan pitched in 35 games as a
right-hander in the NL for the Cincinnati Reds, the
St. Louis Cardinals, and the Chicago Cubs during
the 1880s, with a record of 15-16. Rudy Hulswitt
played in 644 games as an infielder for Philadel
phia, Cincinnati, and St. Louis in the NL for 7 years
beginning in 1891. Orlie Weaver, a right-handed
pitcher, saw action in 40 games in 1910–1911 with
the Chicago Cubs and the Boston Braves in the NL,
going 6-15. George Textor was a catcher for 2 sea
sons in the Federal League (1914–1915), with the
Newark Peppers and with the Indianapolis Hoo
siers, appearing in 24 games. Tommy Reis, from
Newport High School (1933), a right-handed
pitcher, in 1938 played with Philadelphia and Bos
ton in the NL for 8 games, with a record of 0-1.
Other Campbell Co. players include Bellevue's
Ed Kennedy, who played third base for Cincinnati
in the one year that city had two major league teams,
1884, seeing action in 13 games; Kennedy was with
the Union Association team that played near the in
tersection of Kellogg and Delta Aves, on Cincinna
ti's East Side. St. Louis native Harry Al Steinfeldt,
who grew up in Bellevue, was an infielder with the
Chicago Cubs of the NL during the club's heydays.
He spent 14 seasons there and with Cincinnati,
mostly at third base beginning in 1898. Bellevue's
Eddie Hunter played in 1 game in 1933 with the
Reds at third base. Bill Kissinger, of Dayton, was a
right-handed pitcher and played for 3 seasons, be
ginning in 1895, mostly for St. Louis in the NL, see
ing action in 53 games, with a record of 7-25. Dayton
also produced the Tannehill brothers: Jesse spent
15 years, beginning in 1894, as aleft-handed pitcher
with the Pittsburgh Pirates of the NL and the Bos

with the New York Yankees and the Reds between

ton Red Sox in the AL, seeing 506 games with a re

1915 and 1925, going 2-3. Brady later managed lo
cal semipro teams. Also connected with Kenton
Co. was Jimmy Viox, a 5-season second baseman
mainly with the Pittsburgh Pirates beginning in
1916, appearing in 506 games. After his playing
days, Viox lived in Erlanger. Brian Drahman, out
of Kenton, in the southern part of the county, and
from Miami-Dade Community College in Florida,
a right-handed pitcher, was a 4-season player for
the Chicago White Sox during the early 1990s, see
ing action in 47 games, with a 3-2 record. Chris
Hook, who attended Lloyd Memorial High
School in Erlanger and Northern Kentucky
University in Highland Heights, a right-handed
pitcher, pitched at San Francisco for 2 seasons,
1995–1996, where he threw in 55 games, going 5-2.
Brandon Berger, out of Beechwood High School

cord of 197-116; brother Lee was on third base for

(see Beechwood Public Schools) and Eastern

Kentucky University in Richmond, a right-hand
hitting outfielder, was drafted in the 16th round in
1996 by the Kansas City Royals; through the end of
the 2004 season, Berger had appeared in 81 games
in 3 Seasons.

Several players arose from Newport. George
Miller was a catcher with Cincinnati teams for 2

the Chicago Sox of the AL for 10 seasons starting in
1903 for 1,090 games. Lee Tannehill saw action in
the 1905 World Series. Chick Smith, a left-handed

pitcher also from Dayton, played for Cincinnati in
1913 in 5 games with a record of 0-1. The marble
shooting champion of Dayton in the early 1920s was
Lloyd "Dutch" Dietz, who became a football and
baseball star at Dayton High School (1932) (see
Dayton Public Schools) and a baseball player at
Western Michigan University at Kalamazoo. He
pitched as a right-hander in 106 games, mainly for
the Pittsburgh Pirates during the early 1940s, over
4 seasons with a record of 14-16. After baseball,

Dutch became the recreation director of the City of
Beaumont,Tex. Dayton-born Todd Benzinger, a de
scendant of a Northern Kentucky family of barris
ters, spent 7 years in both leagues in the 1980s and
early 1990s. He made the last putout at first base for
the champion Reds in the final game of the 1990
World Series. Benzinger ended his career having
played in 924 games for several teams. Fort Thomas
has produced four major leaguers: Jack Thoney,
who had 6 major league seasons between 1902 and
1911, mostly as an outfielder with the Boston Red
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Sox of the AL over 264 games; Walt Terrell, a right
handed pitcher mostly for Detroit for 11 seasons,
1982 to 1992, who went 111-124 (he once hit two

home runs in the same game, a somewhat rare oc
currence among pitchers); Chris Peters, a left
hander who pitched at Indiana University in
Bloomington and played 2 seasons for the Pitts
burgh Pirates (1996–1997), appearing in 47 games
with a record of 4-6, and in 2002 Scott Wiggins, a
left-handed pitcher who attended Newport Central
Catholic High School and Northern Kentucky Uni
versity and played for the Toronto Blue Jays, appear
ing in 3 games with no decisions. Grants Lick native
Bill Hobbs, a 2-season second baseman, appeared
in 2 games, in 1913 and 1916, with Cincinnati.
Other parts of the region also have produced
major league players: Ed Merrill, of Maysville, saw
action in 57 games for Worcester Ruby Legs (when
that Massachusetts city had a major league team) in
1882 as a second baseman. Barry McCormick
played the infield for the Chicago Cubs in the NL
for 10 years and 989 games, beginning in 1895. Don
Hurst guarded first base for the Philadelphia Phil
lies in the NL for 7 years beginning in 1928, appear
ing in 905 games. Although born at Ewing, on the
region's edge in Fleming Co., Woodie Fryman pre
pared heavily for his major league career on the
ball fields of Maysville. A left-handed pitcher, he
stayed 18 seasons mostly in the NL with five teams
from 1966 through 1983, with a record of 141-155
in 625 games. Also from Mason Co. hailed Dave
Tomlin, a left-handed pitcher who participated in
409 games over 13 seasons (1972–1986), mainly for
the Cincinnati Reds and the San Diego Padres of

During the mid-1990s, when a prospect signed
his first major league contract, the scout would of.
ten inform the wide-eyed kid that seeing action in
a major league game was only a distant possibility.
At that time, the odds of making it into a major
league game were 1 in 35. Prior to the major league
expansion, which began in the 1960s, there were
not 30-plus teams being fielded, but a total of 16, 8
in the NL, the “Senior Circuit," and 8 in the AL, the

"Junior Circuit." Statistically, it was even more dif.
ficult then to "smell the grass" of a big-league park.
It is simply a tribute to any person from the region
who had enough talent, skill, dexterity, and pa
tience to make it into any major league game, in
any era.
There have been a few individuals involved in

professional baseball from Northern Kentucky
who have not been players. Three have held own
ership or management positions in the Cincinnati
Reds. Nelson Lloyd, a pharmacist and one of the
Lloyd brothers from Florence, along with John T.
Brush, owned the Reds before selling the team to
Gerry Herrmann, the Fleischman brothers, and
George B. "Boss" Cox in 1902, after the sale, Lloyd
went on to own the New York Giants baseball

team. Edwin C. Widrig, another pharmacist (see
Pharmacy), who worked in Newport for 40 years,
became the treasurer of the Cincinnati team in the

early part of the 20th century; and William "Bill"
Reik, a Fort Thomas investment banker, holds lim

ited partnership shares in the present team. Since
the early 1980s, Covington native and Holmes
High School graduate Randy Marsh has been a
major league umpire.
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entire city block, were located on Covington's pe
riphery at Madison Ave, and 17th St. Horse-drawn
streetcars made the ballpark accessible locally to
downtown Covington, Newport, and Cincinnati.
The cozier Ludlow Base Ball Grounds were situ

ated along the Ohio River near Elm St. in Ludlow—
reachable by ferry (see Ferries) from Cincinnati
and by omnibus from Covington.
The two Northern Kentucky teams received
national attention for their superior play. The Stars
and the Ludlows each defeated every prominent
baseball club in Northern Kentucky and south
western Ohio. A much-anticipated showdown be
tween the two Kentucky clubs generated tremen
dous excitement throughout the Cincinnati area.
The Stars emerged victorious in a pair of close
games played before capacity crowds in Covington
and Ludlow. Newspapers in major urban areas and
national sporting periodicals, such as the New
York Clipper, chronicled the exploits of the Stars
and the Ludlows.

The Stars and the Ludlows competed against
the game's best players, among them several future
members of the Baseball Hall of Fame. Fledgling
major league teams, including the powerhouse
Boston Red Stockings, came to Northern Ken
tucky to play the Stars and the Ludlows. Michael
"King" Kelly, an early baseball superstar, recalled
playing against the Covington Stars as one of his
career's highlights.
During the 1875 season, the cities of Coving
ton and Ludlow hosted the only two major league
baseball games ever played in Northern Kentucky.
In the days before set schedules, baseball teams in
transit sometimes met at neutral sites to save travel

the NL, with a record of 25-12. Herb Moford, from

Brooksville, a right-handed pitcher, played for 4
seasons during the late 1950s and early 1960s with

Boehmker, Terry. Northern Kentucky High School
Sports Guide. Terry Boehmker, n.d.

four teams: the St. Louis Cardinals, the Detroit Ti

James, Bill, et al., eds. Stats All-Time Major League
Handbook. Skokie, Ill.: Stats, 1998.

expenses. Northern Kentucky hosted two such
meetings. On September 21, 1875, the Philadelphia
White Stockings defeated the Hartford Dark Blues
at the Star Base Ball Grounds in Covington. The
next day, the Philadelphia team lost to the St. Louis
Browns locally at the Ludlow baseball grounds.
Encouraged by the success of both the Stars

gers, the Boston Red Sox, and the New York Mets.
He compiled a 5-13 record in 50 games. Carl Boul
din came from Germantown. He played at Nor
wood (Ohio) High School and the University of
Cincinnati (and also played basketball with Oscar
Robertson). Bouldin was with the Washington

Northern Kentucky teams revived professional
baseball in the Cincinnati region five years after
the 1870 breakup of the famous Cincinnati Red

and the Ludlows, several Cincinnati businessmen

Senators during the early 1960s over 4 seasons and

Stockings. In Kentucky the Star Base Ball Club of

pendent professional team late in the 1875 season.

29 games as a right-handed pitcher, with a record of
3–8. Falmouth produced Frank Browning, a right
handed pitcher who appeared in 11 games with De

Covington and the Ludlow Base Ball Club of Lud
low were organized as professional teams for the
1875 season. Both clubs had commenced play the
previous year as crack amateur squads, with the Star
team, led by Covington native and former Prince
ton University baseball standout James C. Ernst,
emerging as the region's best team. Some of Cov
ington's foremost politicians operated the Star
Base Ball Club, including James B. Casey, William
L. Grant, and Smith N. Hawes. George W. Mc
Coy, proprietor of the Ludlow ferry, was the Lud
low club's primary owner.
Though the teams represented distinct North
ern Kentucky cities, both the Stars and the Lud
lows sought the same metropolitan fan base that
had supported the Cincinnati Red Stockings. Each
team built an enclosed ballpark with access to mass
transit (see Streetcars). They also advertised their

troit in 1910, with a record of 2-2. Owenton reared

Dale Roberts, who had a "cup of coffee” (a brief ca
reer) as a New York Yankee, pitching in 2 games as a
left-hander at the end of the 1967 season, with no

decisions. Union, in Boone Co., was home for Larry
Luebbers Jr., who attended St. Henry District
High School and the University of Kentucky. As a
right-handed pitcher, Luebbers saw action in 36
games over 3 seasons between 1993 and 2000 with
the Reds and the St. Louis Cardinals; his record was

5-10. Conner High School's Jason Johnson (1992)
has pitched 9 seasons, mainly with the Baltimore
Orioles and the Detroit Tigers, appearing in 215
games with a 52-86 record through the 2005 sea
son. Warsaw, in Gallatin Co., produced Jim Black
burn, who pitched as a right-hander in a total of 18
games for the Reds in 2 seasons, 1948 and 1951,
with a 0-2 record.
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games in Cincinnati newspapers to attract patrons

beyond their respective communities. The spa
cious Star Base Ball Grounds, which took up an

revived the Cincinnati Red Stockings as an inde
These three area teams became instant rivals. Their

games against each other thrilled fans and again
made Cincinnatia hotbed of professional baseball.
The Reds and the Stars became the primary foes
among the three teams. Streetcars and wagons
clogged Madison Ave. in Covington as fans packed
the Star Base Ball Grounds for the opening game
between the team from Covington and the Cin
cinnati Reds. The teams did not disappoint the
crowd, as the game ended in a 5-5 tie after 12 in
nings of play. The Stars won the next two games
against the Reds before the Cincinnati club re
vamped its roster and took the next four contests.
Although intense, the rivalry between the Cin
cinnati area's professional baseball teams proved
fleeting. The underfinanced Ludlow Base Ball Club
folded late in the 1875 season. In 1876 the newly
formed National League, with the Cincinnati Reds
as a charter member, sought to monopolize the Cin
cinnati baseball market. The National League took
dead aim at the Covington Stars by prohibiting
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its teams from playing non-League clubs based
within a five-mile radius of any National League
city. Without access to top teams, the Stars could
no longer deliver elite baseball entertainment to
their fans. Management instability, exacerbated by
a Covington municipal embezzlement scandal in
volving Star Base Ball Club president Smith N.
Hawes, also plagued the team. A month-long east
ern tour drained the baseball club's treasury and
forced it to disband in July 1876.
The Ludlow Base Ball Club briefly reemerged
as an independent professional team for the 1877
season; however, the team quickly folded after the
City of Ludlow prohibited it from having home
games on Sundays. Baseball pioneer Dickey Pearce
was the team's shortstop.
Despite their brief existence, the local Stars and
Ludlows left an imprint on professional baseball.
Several players from both teams enjoyed long major
league careers, including Frank"Silver" Flint of the
Stars and Charley Jones, captain of the Ludlows.
Jones, a slugging outfielder who later played for the
Cincinnati Reds, once held major league baseball's
single-season and career home-run records. Flint
became one of baseball's best fielding and most du
rable catchers in an era when players did not yet
wear gloves. Several Northern Kentuckians played
for the Stars and the Ludlows: Frank Boughner of
Maysville, Andy Cummings and John Shoupe of
Covington, Isaac F. Van Burkalow of Newport, and

Kentucky and Ohio. The Chicago White Stockings
made a memorable visit to Maysville that season.
An overflow crowd at the Maysville Trotting Park
spilled over to surrounding trees and adjoining
houses, only to see the White Stockings give the
Eckfords a 31-to-3 drubbing.
By 1895 Maysvillehadassembledabaseball team
that could compete at a high level. The Maysville

native Dan McGann. McGann later had a success

semipro leagues that thrived in Northern Kentucky
throughout the 1950s.
Over the years, Maysville has contributed sev
eral players to the major leagues. Maysville natives
Barry McCormick, Don Hurst, and Dave Tomlin
all had long major league careers. McCormick
played 10 seasons, mostly as an infielder for the
Chicago Cubs during the 1890s. Hurst, a slugging
first baseman for the Philadelphia Phillies, had a
career batting average of .298 and led the National
League in runs batted during the 1932 season. Re
liever Dave Tomlin pitched for 13 seasons, most
notably with the Cincinnati Reds during the late
1970s. The late Herb Moford, from neighboring
Brooksville, pitched for Casey Stengel's New York

ful major league career, primarily with the New

Mets in 1962.

York Giants.

Maysville can also claim some notable amateur
baseballachievements. The Maysville High School
baseball team won a state championship in 1958.
Noah Welte, a 2000 St. Patrick High Schoolgrad.
uate, set Kentucky high school baseball records for
highest single-season batting average and career sto
len bases. At Thomas More College, Welte was an
Academic All American and finished his collegiate

Elisha “Dale" Williams of Ludlow.

and from the outfield.

club made national headlines that season, with three

victories against major league teams. Two wins were
against a Cincinnati Reds team that featured Base
ball Hall of Famers Buck Ewing and Bid McPhee.
The Washington Senators also fell to the crack
Maysville squad, which was led by Shelbyville, Ky.,

After years of fielding teams in independent
leagues, Maysville joined "organized" baseball in
1910, securing a Blue Grass League franchise. Es
tablished in 1908, the Kentucky-based Blue Grass
League was designated Class D, the lowest minor
league level. A group of Maysville businessmen
bought the struggling Shelbyville team and trans
ferred it to Maysville in August 1910. Thomas Rus
sell served as the team's president. Future Baseball
Hall of Famer Casey Stengel played centerfield for
the 1910 Maysville Rivermen. Always the show
man, Stengel would amuse Maysville fans with an
tics such as sliding into second base on his way to

baseball career as the Saints' all-time leader in hits
and runs scored.

"Amateurs Who Can Play Ball,” National Police Ga
zette 66, no.941 (September 14, 1895): 6.
Creamer, Robert. Stengel: His Life and Times. Lin
coln: Univ. of Nebraska Press, 1984.

Hamilton, Chuck. “Casey at the Bat in Maysville,”
Beyond baseball, the Stars and the Ludlows
represent another chapter in Northern Kentucky's
continuing search for identity. By the 1870s many
observers viewed Northern Kentucky's river cities
not as urban centers in their own right, but as Cin
cinnati suburbs, an image that for some persists
today. Its proximity to Cincinnati, however, did
not keep Covington from having its own interests
to protect and expand. After all, Covington ranked
second only to Louisville in population among
Kentucky cities. Even tiny Ludlow, a village of a
few hundred inhabitants, had urban aspirations
spurred by the construction of the Cincinnati
Southern Railroad Bridge connecting it to Cin
cinnati and points beyond. For ambitious cities
like Covington and Ludlow, sponsoring “first-class
baseball nines" provided greater visibility within
an emerging urban America.
“Base Ball," CDE, May 27, 1875,8.
“Base Ball—the Covington Stars," CDE, May 26, 1875,4.

“Covington, the Return of the Stars,” CC, July 24,
1876, 7.

“Ludlow Base Ball Club," Ludlow Reporter, April 17,
1875, 3.

“Notice of Incorporation, Star Base-Ball Club," Coving
ton Ticket, June 22, 1875, 1.

Greg Perkins
BASEBALL, MAYSVILLE. Maysville has long
been a bastion of baseball in Northern Kentucky.
Like many other Ohio Valley river cities, Maysville
supported both cricket and townball clubs before
the Civil War, baseball emerged during the late
1860s. By 1875 the Maysville Eckfords played pro
fessional and amateur baseball clubs throughout

Through the second and third decades of the
20th century, Maysville was Northern Kentucky's
main link to what many historians consider a
golden age of minor league baseball. Northern
Kentucky's proximity to Cincinnati made it diffi
cult for professional baseball to make inroads in
the region. The rules governing organized baseball
gave the Cincinnati Reds territorial rights for a
five-mile radius surrounding Cincinnati. For a
long time, this limitation prevented Covington
and Newport from having professional baseball
teams. The Maysville Rivermen remained a Blue
Grass League franchise until 1913, when the entire
circuit was expelled from organized baseball for
violating the five-mile rule. The Blue Grass League
had tried to place a team in Covington without se
curing permission from the Cincinnati Reds. The
Sporting News criticized the National Commis
sion, which governed organized baseball, for its
despotic handling of the situation. Only the Lex
ington and Maysville franchises, which joined the
Ohio State League for the 1913 season, survived
the Blue Grass League's demise.
In the fluid world of pre-World War II minor
league baseball, Maysville teams struggled to find a
home. Maysville continued its affiliation with the
Ohio State League until the league folded after the
1916 season. In 1922 minor league baseball re
turned to Maysville with the revival of the Blue
Grass League. The Maysville Cardinals edged Cyn
thiana for the pennant that season. Unfortunately,
the Blue Grass League's collapse after the 1924 sea
son marked the end of minor league baseball in
Maysville. For many years, however, Maysville re
mained an active participant in the amateur and

Maysville Ledger Independent, July 8, 2005.
– “Maysville's Early Years of Professional Base

ball,” Maysville Ledger Independent, July 8,
2005.

— "Re-Visiting Maysville's Baseball History,”
Maysville Ledger Independent, July 2, 2005.
"A Lesson to Be Found,” Sporting News 55, no. 5

(April 3, 1913): 4.
Spalding's Official Base Ball Guide. New York:
American Sports, 1911.
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BASEBALL AND SOFTBALL, AMATEUR.

Northern Kentuckians have played a major role in
making the Ohio Valley a baseball and softball
center. Modern baseball originated in New York
City during the early 1840s. By summer 1858 the
New York version of baseball had reached Cincin
nati, where, for a time, it coexisted with cricket and

townball as fledgling team sports. Several early
Cincinnati-area baseball milestones have North

ern Kentucky connections. Northern Kentucky
likely hosted the first baseball game played in
Greater Cincinnati between organized teams. On
September 8, 1866, the Eagles of Dayton, Ky.,
“crossed bats" with the Live Oaks of Cincinnati at

the Dayton team's home field. The next month,
Florence, Ky., hosted the Cincinnati area's first
baseball tournament as part of the annual Florence
Fair. Early baseball promoters in Greater Cincin
nati include Northern Kentuckians Henry Pudder
of Dayton, Newport's William Holt, and the Grant
and Ernst families of Covington.
Baseball soon emerged as a favorite pastime
throughout Northern Kentucky. Neighborhood
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American Softball Association fast-pitch world
championship at Chicago's Soldier Field in 1939.
Covington welcomed the champions back home
with a parade. In slow-pitch softball, Northern
Kentucky produced several men's national
champion teams during the 1950s. Myron Rein
hardt, Walt Wherry, Alex Burkhart, and Doc Mor
ris were standout players from this era. In 1956the
Joe Gatliff Auto Sales of Newport sponsored a
slow-pitch team that captured another world
championship.
The region's high school baseball and soft
ball teams have also brought laurels home to
Northern Kentucky. In baseball, Newport High
School captured the first two Kentucky state
baseball crowns in 1940 and 1941, with legendary
coach Jim Connor as a player. Newport Cen

is

tral Catholic has won four state titles, the most

Covington Ballpark.

teams flourished in Covington, Ludlow, Newport,
and Dayton. The completion of the John A. Roe
bling Bridge and the expansion of omnibus and
streetcar lines helped baseball become a neighbor.
hood phenomenon. As smaller communities van
ished into the growing Greater Cincinnatime
tropolis, baseball helped promote neighborhood
cohesion. Moreover, baseball provided a new lens
through which people viewed the city and them
selves. The "rowdies" who broke the Sabbath and

played baseball on Sundays in South Covington
only added to the neighborhood's wild reputation.
Baseball teams comprised of young gentlemen,

of Negro League baseball'sbest teams; forexample,
there was a 1932 home game with the powerhouse
Homestead Grays and Baseball Hall of Fame
pitcher Smokey Joe Williams. Eventually, baseball,
along with other aspects of Northern Kentucky
life, became more integrated after World War II.
Women also played baseball in Northern Ken
tucky, despite receiving little initial encourage
ment from men. An 1883 Daily Commonwealth
article about a game in Covington between two
women's teams reflected prevailing attitudes
about women playing baseball. The reporter ridi

by any Northern Kentucky school, under that
same Jim Connor. Holmes, Covington Catho
lic, and Maysville high schools have won one
state championship apiece. Northern Kentucky
schools have dominated women's slow-pitch soft
ball, winning every state title from 1997 through
2006. Newport Central Catholic has won five
slow-pitch softball titles, three of them consecu
tive. Erlanger Lloyd Memorial and Covington
Holy Cross won two straight, and Bishop Bros
sart and Campbell Co. won one each. Larry A.
Ryle High School won the 2006 state fast-pitch
softball championship.
On the collegiate level, Northern Kentucky
University (NKU) and Thomas More College
both have thriving men's baseball and women's
fast-pitch softball programs. Longtime NKU base
ball coach Bill Aker's career victory total ranks
among the highest in NCAA Division II history.
The 2005 NKU women's fast-pitch softball team
had a record-setting year. Led by pitching ace
Krystal Lewallen, the NKU Norse had a collegiate
record of 55 consecutive victories and set a new

culed the women's baseball skills and declared it

NCAA Division II standard for winning percent
age. Lewallen's stellar season earned her the wom

teams like the Newport Holts or Covington's Co

fortunate that "femaleballplayers do not callmore

en's award as NCAA Division II Athlete of the

pecs, played on Saturday afternoons in more re
fined locations like the Newport Trotting Park or
Covington's College Square. Outside the urban
core, Burlington, Independence, and Maysville
also reported outbreaks of "baseball fever" in the
decade following the Civil War.
Though popular, baseball in Northern Ken
tucky was no more inclusive than society at large.
Teams comprised of African American men
formed as early as the 1870s; however, interactions
between white and black clubs were infrequent.

than once in a lifetime." Women's participation in

Year. The Thomas More College baseball program
produced David Justice, a former All-Star major
league outfielder, again coached by Jim Connor.
Northern Kentucky's renowned baseball and
softball players have performed in some memora
ble local venues. In Covington, townball and then
baseball were played at Willow Run beginning at
least in the 1850s. The first organized baseball
game played in Covington also took place there in
1866. The Covington Ballpark, now memorialized
by a mural on Covington's floodwall, opened in
1895 at Ninth and Philadelphia Sts. at Willow Run.
The construction of I-75 through Willow Run
forced the Covington Ballpark's demolition in

When such encounters did occur, racial tensions

sometimes flared. In 1919 the City of Newport
threatened to ban baseball games between black
and white teams when fans nearly rioted during
one heated contest. Integrated teams also met big
otry. The Covington High School baseball team
left the field in protest during a 1923 game when its
opponent sent an African American player in to
pinch-hit. Northern Kentucky's African American
teams persevered despite pervasive racism and
segregation. The Newport Excelsiors played some

baseball received a boost in 1933 when Covington
softball legend Bill Cappel organized women's
softball teams in Covington. In the early 1960s,
Cappel also founded the Covington Major Girl's
League, an endeavor that produced three national
championship teams.
By the early 1900s, baseball, aided by widening
automobile ownership, brought Northern Ken
tucky communities together as never before. From
about 1910 through 1939, amateur and semipro
leagues attracted teams from all over the region.
The Kentucky, Indiana, and Ohio League (KIO);
the Northern Kentucky Amateur League; and the
Sunday League, to name a few, featured such leg
endary Northern Kentucky baseball teams as the
Covington Golden Rods, the Newport Wiede
manns, and the Ludlow White Stockings.
Starting in the 1930s, Northern Kentuckians
began putting their imprinton softball. Nick Carr's
Covington Boosters, led by second baseman Bill
Cappel and ace pitcher Norb Warken, won the

1958. Other notable baseball fields in Northern

Kentucky include Wiedemann Field, Rough Rid
ers Park, and Taylor's Bottoms in Newport, and
Spinks Park in Bellevue.
"Ballpark to Close for Road August 20," KE, August 9,
1958, 1K.

"Base Ball, Ludlow Reporter, August 15, 1874,2.
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“Base Ball Tournament at Florence, Kentucky, Yester
day,” CDG, October 18, 1866,2.

man from Covington Catholic High School

(1957) and at UL (1961), and Scott Draud from

(1958) and Villa Madonna (Thomas More) (1962).

Boehmker, Terry, comp. Northern Kentucky High
School Sports Guide. Self-published, 1995.
“Complex Named for Cappel." KE, November 13,

John Turner from Newport High School (1957)

Highlands High School (1986), who played at Van
derbilt University in Nashville,Tenn. (1990). Draud

2002, C1.

Reis, Jim. “Sports Complex Gave Boost to Newport's
Image and Pride,” KP, October 10, 1994,4K.
“World Champs of 1939. Covington Team No.
1 in Softball, KP, July 24, 1990,4K.

“World Softball Champs Honored." KTS, October 4,

gained All American status at the University of

is considered the best natural shooter to come out

Louisville (UL) (1961) and played a couple of sea
sons with Chicago in the NBA; George Stone, who

of the region and remains the Ninth Region's all
time scorer. Dickie Beal went from Covington's
Holmes High School (1980) to play at the UK
(1984); also from Holmes came Doug Schloemer
(1978), Kentucky's Mr. Basketball in 1978, who
played at UC (1982). Jack Thobe from Ludlow
played at St. Xavier High School (1958) in Cincin
nati and Xavier University in Ohio (XU) (1962);
Carl Foster from Newport Catholic (1963) also
played at XU (1967); Dick Maile went from Coving

graduated from Covington's William Grant High
School (see Lincoln-Grant School) (1964) and

Marshall University at Huntington, W.Va. (1968),
enjoyed five seasons in the American Basketball
Association (ABA); Thomas Thacker, also from

1956, 13A.

Greg Perkins
BASKETBALL. Basketball has long been a pop
ular athletic endeavor in the schools of Northern

Kentucky. An affordable sport, it requires neither
the expenditure for equipment and a playing field
that is needed for football or baseball, nor as many
participants; and most schools have a gymnasium,
used for many purposes such as physical educa
tion, recess, lunch, and assemblies. Because the

hanging of rims and backboards inside a building
is not costly, small rural schools can play and enjoy
the game. Even today, many schools that do not
field football teams participate in basketball.
Clearly the foremost basketball player to emerge
from Northern Kentucky is Newport native Dave
Cowens of Newport Catholic High School (see
Newport Central Catholic High School). He is
the region's first player to be inducted into the Nai
Smith National Basketball Hall of Fame in Spring
field, Mass. (1990). His 10-year-plus professional
career includes two National Basketball Association

(NBA) championships with the Boston Celtics and
Most Valuable Player, All-Star teams, and Rookie of
the Year awards. He set rebounding records at Flor
ida State University at Tallahassee, Fla. (1970), and
led his Newport Catholic team (1966) into the state
tournament. Since he retired from playing, he has
coached several professional teams. He played the
center position even though many people believed
he was too small to do so at six feet eight inches.
The other person from Northern Kentucky to
enter the Naismith Hall is Arnie Risen of Wil

liamstown (1998). A graduate of the old William
stown High School (1942), Risen played the forward
position in the NBA during the league's formative
years. After playing college ball at Eastern Ken
tucky University at Richmond and Ohio State at
Columbus, he began his professional career in 1946
with the Indianapolis Kautskys; later he played
with the Rochester Royals (N.Y.), helping that team
win the 1951 NBA championship. Risen ended his
professional career with the Boston Celtics in 1958,
in an age when the sport was different from today's
game.
Behind Cowens and Risen area few other North
ern Kentuckians who made it into the NBA. One is

Larry Staverman of Newport Catholic (1954)
and Villa Madonna College (Thomas More Col
lege) (1958), who played five years in the profes
sional ranks. He began with the Cincinnati Royals
and went on to Chicago and Detroit, then held a
couple of professional coaching positions. Another
Cincinnati Royal from the area is guard Dan Tie

William Grant High School (1959), who went to
the University of Cincinnati (UC) (1963), is the
only basketball player to play on teams that won an
NCAA (National Collegiate Athletic Association),
an ABA, and an NBA championship. One of his
championship rings was from the Boston Celtics.
At six feet two, Thacker was short to play the for
ward position. Bob Arnzen from Fort Thomas at
tended St. Xavier High School (1965) in Cincinnati
and played two sports at Notre Dame University at
South Bend, Ind. (1969), before playing four pro
fessional seasons in the ABA and the NBA, includ

ing seasons with the Cincinnati Royals and the In
diana Pacers. He also pitched in minor league
baseball for several seasons.

ton Catholic (1961) to earn All American status at

Louisiana State University at Baton Rouge (1965),
before becoming a high school coach and teacher in
Northern Kentucky. Roger Tieman, Dan's brother,
also came out of Covington Catholic (1956) to play
at UL (1960). John “Frenchy" Demoisey from Wal
ton High School (see Walton-Verona Indepen
dent Schools) (1930) played at UK (1934), where he
became Adolph Rupp's first All American, and later
worked as the longtime personal driver for Ken
tuckygovernor A.B. "Happy"Chandler (1935–1939,
1955–1959), Cincinnatian Dan Doellman played at

The most famous basketball coach ever associ

NKU from 1975 to 1979, and his son Justin, from

ated with Northern Kentucky went on to become
the person some regard as being the greatest NCAA
coach of all time, John Wooden. Following his
graduation from Purdue University at West Lafay
ette, Ind. (1932), Wooden began his coaching career
at Dayton (Ky.) High School (see Dayton Public
Schools). He was there only two years, before mov
ing back to Indiana on the way to his 10 NCAA
championships at UCLA in the 1960s and 1970s.
He became the legendary “Wizard of Westwood"
and lives today near the UCLA campus. Some other
who mentored both Cowens and Staverman, earned

Larry A. Ryle High School (2003), played at XU
(2007); Brian O'Connor played on the first Cov
ington Latin School varsity basketball team be
fore going to Thomas More College (1981) and af.
terward playing in Europe for a while, Sean Dineen
played at Covington Catholic (1987) and for the
University of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia (1991);
Fort Thomas's Charlie Wolf played at St. Xavier
High School (1944) and XU before becoming the
coach at Villa Madonna College and later coaching
for the Cincinnati Royals.
Early on, many high schools in the area offered
women's basketball. Tiny Corinth High School in

more than 560 basketball victories while coaching

Grant Co. won a girls' state championship during

at Newport Catholic, Bellarmine College in Louis
ville, Boone Co. High School, and Thomas More
College. Charlie Wolfcoached at Thomas More and
for the Cincinnati Royals and two other NBA
teams. Mote Hils finished his coaching career at

the 1920s. That sport then disappeared until gen
der equity brought it back in the 1970s. Pam
Browning of Carroll Co. High School (1974)
played at UK (1978) and then professionally for the
New Jersey Gems of the Women's Basketball League,
before her tragic death in 1989. Donna Murphy of
Newport High School (1976) set records there and
then attended Morehead State University in Ken
tucky (1980). She has coached at various places
since. Melissa Stone of Highlands (1987) and NKU
(1991) coached at the college level (Montana State
University at Billings) before returning to North
ern Kentucky to coach at Newport High School.

coaches deserve to be mentioned. Jim Connor,

Northern Kentucky University (NKU) with 119

victories. Hils's protégé Kenny Shields, from Cov
ington Catholic (1960) and the University of Day
ton in Ohio (1964), went from coaching the old St.
Thomas High School in Fort Thomas to High
lands High School, and then to NKU, where he
retired with 306 victories in 16 seasons at the col

lege rank. Shields's daughter married Hils's son.
Coach Steve Ridder, who starred at Bellevue High
School (1977) (see Bellevue Public Schools) and

Berea College in Kentucky (1981), has built a highly
successful basketball program since 1989 at Embry
Riddle Aeronautical University in Daytona Beach,
Fla., winning the National Association of Intercol
legiate Athletics (NAIA) championship in the
1999–2000 season.

Players from Northern Kentucky whose careers
stopped after the collegiate level include Howard
Stacey, who played at Dixie Heights High School

Celeste Hill from Holmes (1990) had an excellent

college career at Old Dominion University at Nor
folk, Va. (1994), and played in Europe (including
Greece) and Israel before returning to Holmes as
its women's coach. Jamie Walz from Highlands
(1996), the first Miss Kentucky Basketball, attended
Western Kentucky University at Bowling Green
(2000) and today coaches at her high school back
in Fort Thomas.

The foremost collegiate women's basketball
coach in the area is Nancy Winstel of NKU, who

BAWARIAN BREWING COMPANY

since 1982 has amassed more than 500 victories

and one NCAA Division II National Championship
in 2000. Thomas More College also plays women's
basketball.

In terms of high school boys' basketball, six
teams from the Northern Kentucky region have
won state championships: Corinth (1930); Brooks
ville (1939); Maysville (1947); Simon Kenton (1981);
Mason Co. (2003); and Holmes (2009). Simon

Kenton High School's championship in 1981
came one year after a science laboratory explosion
had seriously damaged the school (see Simon
Kenton High School Explosion). That champi
onship team was led by Troy McKinley (1981), who
went on to play at UK (1984) and was a member of
UK's national championship team in 1984. Mason
Co. High School's state champion team (2003)
was led by Chris Lofton, who played on the Uni
versity of Tennessee's 2008 basketball team. That
team reached the third round of the NCAA Men's

Division I Basketball Championship but lost to the
University of Louisville. Lofton was also a Mr.
Kentucky Basketball. Several Northern Kentucky
teams have made it to the state basketball tourna

ment's final game, only to lose: Newport High
School lost in 1954 to Inez High School, Coving
ton Catholic lost to Earlington in 1967, and Hol
mes, in overtime, lost in 1978 to Shelby Co.
College basketball fans in Northern Kentucky,
despite proximity to UC and XU, are loyal to the
UK Wildcats in Lexington. Over the years, UK,
with 7 national basketball titles, is second only
to UCLA's total of 11 national championships. Al
though UC has two such championships from the
early 1960s, Northern Kentucky follows its Wild
cats; and from mid-November through the end of
both high school and college seasons, basketball
fans in Northern Kentucky, as in the rest of the
state, can be found somewhere glued to a television
watching a sport they affectionately refer to as

manding view of the Licking River it afforded.
Battery Hooper, significant in that it is one of the
few surviving relics of the defense of Cincinnati, is
being restored and preserved as a site the public
may visit.

The battery was named for William Hooper, a
prominent Cincinnatibusinessman, who provided
monetary aid for defense of the city. Hooper was
an active, patriotic citizen who was appointed as
sistant quartermaster, as well as paymaster, during
the 1862 Cincinnati invasion crisis. He also helped
to purchase steamboats and equip them as gun
boats to be used against the Confederate fleet on
the Mississippi River.
Archaeological investigation of the Battery
Hooper site has uncovered a stone foundation of
what was probably a powder magazine, as well as
a circular cistern made of brick. The battery was
probably armed with two smoothbore 18-pound
guns. Information concerning the cannon is purely
conjectural, since the guns were sent to Pittsburgh
at war's end.

The remains of Battery Hooper are currently
part of a restoration project undertaken by North
ern Kentucky University (NKU) and the City of
Fort Wright. Funding for this project has been pro
vided by the City of Fort Wright and the Commu
nity Partnership Program of NKU, sponsored by
the Scripps Howard Foundation for Civic Engage
ment. The James A. Ramage Civil War Museum,
honoring the NKU professor and Civil War scholar
and author who helped to initiate the battery's resto
ration project, isoperated by the City of FortWright.
The restoration of Battery Hooper is also significant
in that it is a model of a university-community part
nership to preserve a historical site that might have
been lost to a housing development.
“Battery Park Moves Closer–Fort Wright Structure
Built during the Civil War," KE, March 11, 2004,
C2.

“14 Acres Eyed as Site for a Park." KP, June 3, 2003,
I K–7K.

Douchant, Mike. Encyclopedia of College Basket
Grace, Kevin. Cincinnati Hoops. Charleston, S.C.:
Arcadia, 2003.

Sachare, Alex, ed. The Official NBA Basketball En
cyclopedia. New York: Villard Books, 1994.

BATTERY HOOPER. Battery Hooper, located
in Fort Wright, was a gun battery constructed
during the Civil War as part of a strategy to de
fend Cincinnati using the hills of Northern Ken
tucky. The construction of Battery Hooper was
begun by Col. Charles Whittlesey, who was re
sponsible for surveying and establishing the de
fenses for Cincinnati until November 1, 1861. The

battery was finished and armed by Col. James
Simpson, who was assigned to the defenses around
Cincinnati for the duration of the war. Battery
Hooper was present, but not armed, when, in Sep
tember 1862, Gen. Henry Heth made a military

feint against Cincinnati during the Confederates'
fall invasion of Kentucky. The battery probably
served as a command post or communications
point during the Heth incident, owing to the com

have been education and family policy. In 1988 he
became president of the Family Research Council.
In 1999 he was for a short time a Republican candi
date for president, but he did not survive the pri
maries and withdrew in February 2000. On April
21, 1999, the day that he announced his candidacy
at his alma mater, Newport High School, he took
his campaign entourage with him to lunch at the
Dixie Chili parlor in Newport. In recent years
Bauer has championed conservative causes on
many political television talk shows; and since his
presidential run, he has been president of the
American Values interest group and chairman of
the Campaign for Working Families. Today he
lives with his family in Fairfax, Va.
Bauer, Gary Lee. Doing Things Right. Nashville,Tenn.
W Publishing Group, 2001.
— Our Hopes, Our Dreams: A Vision for

America. Washington, D.C.: Focus on the Family,
1996.

—. Our Journey Home: What Parents Are Do
ing to Preserve Family Values. Nashville, Tenn.
W Publishing Group, 1994.
“Bauer Returns Home to Announce,” KP, April 15,
1999, 2K.

“Bauer Waits, Watches, Builds His Conservative War

Chest," CP, July 3, 1998, 1A.

Dobson, James, and Gary Lee Bauer. Children at
Risk: The Battle for the Hearts and Minds of
Our Kids. Nashville, Tenn.; W Publishing Group,
1992.

BAWARIAN BREWING COMPANY. The Ba

varian Brewing Company of Covington was at 528
W. 12th St., on the north side of the street near the

eastern edge of Willow Run Creek. Its original
owners and founders, Julius H. DeGlow and

Charles L. Best, were making beer on that site be

“roundball."

ball. New York: Gale Research, 1994.
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“Homeland Security 1860s Style—Civil War Site to Be
Restored as Museum,” KP, February 17, 2005,
lik–7K.

Kenneth Crawford
BAUER, GARYLEE (b. May 4, 1946, Covington,
Ky). Gary Bauer, a player in Republican politics,
grew up on the East End of Newport, at 807 Park
Ave. He is the son of Stanley “Spike" Rynolds Bauer
and Elizabeth Gossett Bauer. Bauer graduated
from Newport High School in 1964 and George
town College (in Kentucky) in 1968. He earned his
law degree from the Georgetown University Law
School at Washington, D.C., in 1973. He also re
ceived a certificate from the John F. Kennedy
School of Government at Harvard University in
Cambridge, Mass.
Bauer was director of research for the Republi

fore the end of 1867. The man who built Bavarian

into a major brewery, German-born Wilhelm
Riedlin, purchased control of the firm in 1884, af.
ter it had gone through a succession of other own
ers. It was Riedlin who built the plant structures
that remain today. The complex covered some 2.5
acres. By 1893 the brewery's malt house had a
30,000-bushel capacity, and its 31-ton refrigeration
plant could produce 100 tons of ice a week. The
company sold its excess ice to neighborhood cus
tomers for public use and supplied many saloons
with ice in exchange for the selling of Bavarian
products. With the help of the the Ruh family, Cov
ington's well-known brewmasters, the years just
before Prohibition saw Bavarian ascend to second

place in production among Northern Kentucky
breweries, behind Newport's Wiedemann Brew
ing Company, like the Wiedemann Brewing
Company, the Bavarian Brewing Company had
been making inroads into the Cincinnatibeer mar
ket. Riedlin died in 1919, just before Prohibition
stopped the making of beer; the company bottled

can National Committee (1972–1973); he assisted

soft drinks until Prohibition ended in 1933.

in the Reagan-Bush campaign (1980) and then
spent eight years in the Reagan administration
(1981–1989) as an undersecretary of education and
a domestic issues adviser. His areas of expertise

The Bavarian Brewing Company reopened af.
ter Prohibition, with new competition in Coving
ton from the startup Heidelberg Brewing Com
pany (see Brewing Industry). For almost 15
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BAVARIAN TRUCKING COMPANY

the mining, hauling, and sale of sand; he also
added a repair garage and a truck-parts business.
His operation was housed in part of the old Ba
varian Brewery complex on Pike St. in Coving
ton. Brueggemann used its name when he incor
porated as the Bavarian Trucking Company Inc.
in 1934.

During the 1950s the Bavarian Trucking Com
pany expanded its excavating and hauling services
and began providing residential and industrial
waste disposal. In 1969 the company was rechar
tered and Bernard Brueggemann became president,
although Lawrence continued to work at the com
pany until his death in 1989. Bernard governed the
company until 1998, when he passed control to his
son James.

In 2003 the Bavarian Trucking Company be
came the first refuse hauler in Kentucky to gener

ate electricity from methane gas created by the

Bavarian Brewing Company offices, Covington, ca. 1911.

years, the two companies fought for the local Cov
ington beer market. Finally, Bavarian was able to
purchase Heidelberg in 1949, and Bavarian used
Heidelberg's W. Fourth St. facility in Covington as
plant two for its operations until 1955, when pro
duction was consolidated on 12th St. and the former

Heidelberg building was sold to C. Rice Packing
(see Meatpacking). Between 1945 and 1952, em
ployees at the Bavarian brewery worked 24 hours
each day, seven days each week, to keep up with the
demand for the company's products: Bavarian, Ba
varian Bock, Bavarian's Old Style, Schott's Ale,
and, for the Florida market, Silver Bar. The com

pany employed 200 and had a $1.7 million payroll
undercompany president William R. Schott, Ried.
lin's son-in-law.

In the mid-1950s, the plight that plagued
brewers who did not, for whatever reason, go na
tional, began to beset both the Bavarian and the
Wiedemann breweries. All the local advertising
and the Nordic beauty of Bavarian Girl Brenda
Cotter could not compete with the national televi
sion promotions of rival brewers Budweiser and
Miller. International Breweries of Buffalo, N.Y.,

purchased the Bavarian Brewing Company in
1959. In 1962 Bavarian won first prize in a taste
test at the Brussels Beer Festival in Belgium. How
ever, the market decline could not be stopped, and
by 1965 the company was losing about $1,400 each
day. The company was closed, and the Bavarian
brand was licensed to the Associated Brewery of
Detroit, Mich. The plant's equipment was auc
tioned off to a Tampa, Fla., concern, and the build
ing was sold to Justin Schneider, who moved his
Central Sales general merchandise store there.
During the 1990s, the Party Source nightclub
microbrewery operated in the former Bavarian
building; later it was occupied by Jillian's, a

Holian, Timothy J. Over the Barrel. The Brewing His
tory and Beer Culture of Cincinnati, 1800 to the

Present, 2 vols.St.Joseph, Mo.; Sudhaus Press, 2000.
Reis, Jim. "Even Prohibition Didn't Stop Bavarian
Brewmaster Family."KP August 16, 1999.4K.
."MemoryofHavarian Beer Fades. Brew Was Pop
ular for Some 100 Years." KP, August 25, 1986,4K.
. "Turning Barley into Big Bucks," KP, October
20, 2003, 5K.

waste in its landfill. The electricity is produced
from landfill gas in a generating plant owned by
East Kentucky Power that is located at the trucking
company's facility in Boone Co. A form of green
power, the electricity is marketed as EnviroWatts
by the Owen Electric Cooperative.
In 1999 and 2000, Waste Age and Waste News
both ranked the Bavarian Trucking Company
among the top 100 waste companies in the United
States and Canada. In 2004 the University of Cin
cinnati's Goering Center for Family and Private
Business in Ohio selected the companyasafinalist
in the 2004 Tri-State Family Business of the Year
competition.

W imberg, Robert J. Cincinnati Breweries. Cincinnati:

"Garbage Goes Green at Bavarian." SC, September 18,
Ohio BookStore, 1989.

2005, 2A.

"Landfill May Recover Gas," KE, March 25, 2001,
BAWARIAN TRUCKING COMPANY. The

Bavarian Trucking Company Inc., founded by
Lawrence Brueggemann and incorporated in 1934,
developed from a horse dray-line that was estab
lished by Lawrence's father, Ben Brueggemann, in
1901. The dray-line eventually became known as
the Brueggemann Trucking Company. When Ben
died of influenza during the epidemic of 1917, he
left the business to his wife, Mary Ann, and their
11 young children. Lawrence was the oldest of the
children and, although only 16 years of age, the
head teamster in the ongoing transport of 40-foot
lathes from a Covington manufacturing concern
to the city's rail depot.
Lawrence Brueggemann managed the family
business for his mother until the 1930s, when he

founded his own separate business, the Lawrence
Brueggemann Trucking Company. He neverthe
less maintained a close relationship with his sib
lings, who continued the Brueggemann Trucking
Company into the 1970s. The Great Depression of
the 1930s was hard on Lawrence's company, and
after a significant account defaulted on its pay
ment, he was counseled to file bankruptcy. He re
jected the suggestion and insisted on repaying all
of his debts.

Brueggemann sold all but the oldest of his

restaurant-entertainment center, which closed in

trucks in the fleet and continued to serve his Cov

2006. In 2008, Bill Yung (see Columbia Sussex
Corporation) purchased the property.

ington clients. He made up for his shortage of
equipment by expanding his services to offer

B1-B2.

Rick Brueggemann
BAWAC INC. BAWAC Community Rehabilita
tion Center began in March 1973 as a unit of the
Northern Kentucky Mental Health-Mental Retar.
dation Regional Board, with support and assis
tance from the Boone Co. Association for Retarded

Citizens. The center is a private 501(c)(3) nonprofit
corporation. A separate volunteer board of direc
tors assumed responsibility for the program from
the regional board in 1975. At the same time, the
center moved to its present location at 7970 Ken
tucky Dr. in Florence, in the Northern Kentucky
Industrial Park. In response to its clients' needs,
BAWAC expanded this facility in 1985 with fund
ing from the Northern Kentucky Association for
the Retarded. Another expansion in 1989 was
made possible by a grant from the Kentucky De
partment of Vocational Rehabilitation. Through
the years BAWAC has developed new programs to
meet the needs of people with disabilities or barri
ersto employment, or both.
BAWAC's policies and goals are determined by
its board, whose members representanactive cross
section of the community. The organization re
ceives funding through fees for services, ultimately
paid by various state and county agencies. It is also
supported by United Way and Community Chest of
Greater Cincinnati; by contributions from commu

BEAN, ROY “JUDGE”

nity groups, organizations, and individuals; by memo
rial gifts; and by revenue from its production activities.
BAWAC's mission is to help its clients improve
their vocational potential and quality of life by of
fering counseling, evaluation, training in life and
work skills, job placement, support services, and
remunerative employment in a therapeutic or
community setting. The organization's purpose is
to provide, for its service population, a socially ac
cepted pattern for daily living, the opportunity to
develop personal skills that are needed in order to
adapt to adult life, and an opportunity to develop
vocational skills through work. BAWAC provides
a "normal" model of living and working for clients
as an alternative to institutionalization; clients can

also advance to other training programs or move
out into competitive industry. For individuals who
need continuing job-related services, a work facil
ity is provided. The minimum age for participation
in the center's programs is 16, and applicants must
be disabled as a result of developmental disability,
injury, or illness or be experiencing significant
barriers to employment, or both.

BEAGLE, RON (b. February 7, 1934, Hartford,
Conn.). College Hall of Fame football player Ron
ald G. Beagle is the son of Joseph C. and Marie R.
Bernaducci Beagle. The family moved from the
Bond Hill area of Cincinnati to the Winston Park

neighborhood (Taylor Mill) during Ron's fresh
man year of high school, 1947–1948. His father
played basketball at Holmes High School and
worked for Procter and Gamble, and his mother

was a nurse. Ron attended Purcell High School in
Cincinnati and became a star football player there,
graduating in 1951. Legend has it that he rode his
bicycle to and from school every day. At that time,
nonresident students were allowed to play high
school sports in Ohio, but today they are not. For
the 1951 football season, Ron attended Wyoming
Prep School in Pennsylvania; then he received a
scholarship to the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapo
lis, where he played end. He is the only Northern
Kentuckian to be named the nation's outstanding
college football player of the year (1954). He was an
All-American in 1954 and 1955, receiving the cov
eted Maxwell Trophy in 1954. He is one of only a
few linemen to win that award and one of a few

BAWAC, "About BAWAC." www.bawac.org/ (accessed
January 2, 2006).

Gail Chastang
BB RIVERBOATS. Founded in 1976 by restau
rateurs Benjamin Bernstein and his wife Shirley,
BB Riverboats has operated from Newport since
December 2005. Before that, its docking facilities
were located just downriver of what was once
called Covington Landing, at the foot of Madison
Ave. along the Ohio River in Covington. The firm,
which is an adjunct of Benson's Catering and the
Mike Fink Floating Restaurant situated at the
foot of Greenup St., provides both scheduled and
chartered cruises on the river, giving riders a sense
of what mid-19th-century steamboat life was in its
heyday. Sometimes meals are available as part of
the passengers' cruise tickets. BB Riverboats also
provides riverboat ferry service to both Cincinnati
Reds and Bengals home games in Ohio just across
the water. A trip on a BB Riverboat is a favorite ac

tivity of visitors to Northern Kentucky and Cin
cinnati. With the removal of Covington Landing,
the fleet has moved upriver to Newport. The size of
the fleet has varied over the years; the present flag
ship of the line is the new Belle of Cincinnati.

underclassmen to do so. In 1956 the City of Cov
ington and mayor John J. Maloney presented him
with a key to the city. Upon graduating from An
napolis, Ron was commissioned an officer in the
U.S. Marine Corps. After completing his military
obligation in 1960, he tried out for the Oakland
Raiders of the defunct American Football League.
A football trading card for him was printed that
year, but a knee injury ended his football career.
Ron Beagle is one of the most famous collegiate
football players to come from the Northern Ken
tucky region. He is a member of the College Foot
ball Hall of Fame. Today helives with his family in
Sacramento, Calif.

Arnim, Margaret. "Mother of Nation's Top Grid Star
Could Pass for His Date,” KP, December 3, 1954, 1.

“Beagle, Navy Team's End, Named to Receive Max
well Club Trophy," NYT, November 30, 1954,37.

Beagle, Ronald G., to Michael R. Sweeney, various
dates, 2005.

“Navy League Unit to Fete Ron Beagle,” KP, Decem
ber 14, 1954, 8.

Sports Biographies. “Beagle, Ronald," Hickok Sports
.com, www.hickoksports.com/biograph/beaglero
.shtml (accessed May 24, 2005).
Michael R. Sweeney

sion steamboats from throughout the Ohio and

BEALL, BENJAMIN (b. ca. 1750, Prince George
Co., Md.; d. January 5, 1809, Mentor, Ky.) The Beall
"clan" immigrated to America from Scotland in
1621 and settled in Maryland, where Benjamin
Beall, later a surveyor, was born. After he moved to
Northern Kentucky in 1790, he married Jeannette
Hamilton Kennedy, daughter of William Ken
nedy and Mary Lindsey Kennedy. Benjamin

Mississippi river valleys, along with thousands of

worked with his father-in-law and his brother-in

international visitors, for a week of re-creating and
reenacting the days of Cincinnati's steamboat era.

law James Kennedy to survey thousands of acres in
Campbell Co., including the vast landholdings of
David Leitch. For their services, surveyors were
typically given one-third of the land surveyed, and
by this means Beall and his in-laws acquired much

nati riverfront. Tall Stacks attracts 20 or so excur

“Fink Owner Bernstein Is Dead," KP, January 21,
1992, 1K.

Saladin, Luke. "Newport, BB Sign 1-Year Lease,” KP
March 7, 2006, A5.

real estate.

Benjamin Beall's family made their home on a
large farm called Beallmont at Mentor, Ky., along
the Ohio River. Beall served as an ensign in the
21st Kentucky Militia during the Tripolitan War
(1801–1805). Kentucky governor Christopher Gree
nup (1804–1808) appointed him a Campbell Cir
cuit Court judge in 1807, and he held that position
for the rest of his life. Benjamin and his wife had
nine children; one son, Benjamin Duke Beall, be
came a Campbell Circuit Court judge, like his fa
ther before him. Benjamin Duke Beall built a two
story frame home, which stands today just east of
the Campbell Co. Courthouse, on Main St. in Al
exandria. Benjamin Duke Beal's daughter Sarah
married Richard Tarvin Baker, a well-known

Alexandria lawyer and a Kentucky state senator.
Benjamin Beall died in 1809, and Jeannette in
1812. Both were buried in unmarked graves in a
small family cemetery along Smith Rd. near Flagg
Springs. Following the death of Jeannette Beall,
her children had to sell many of the family's lands
to pay off debts. Jeannette willed the family home
to her mother, Mary Lindsey Kennedy. Francis
Spilman, who, along with his wife Rebecca,
founded the City of Alexandria, agreed to raise the
Beall's two minor children, Samuel and James, af.
ter Jeannette's death.

Wessling, Jack. Early History of Campbell County,
Kentucky. Alexandria, Ky: Self-published, 1997.

Jack Wessling
BEAN, ROY “JUDGE” (b. ca. 1825, Mason Co.,

Ky; d. March 16, 1903, Del Rio, Tex.). Roy Bean,
who later became a notorious western justice of the
peace, moved in 1840 from the Maysville area to
the New Mexico Territory, where he operated a se
ries of trading posts and began a lifelong habit of
heavy drinking. After killing a man in a fight, he
moved to San Diego, where his brother Joshua was
mayor. There, Bean worked as a bartender in his
brother's saloon and served as a lieutenant in the
California militia. In 1852 Bean wounded a man in

a duel, and his brother was killed in another duel.

Founder Ben Bernstein died in 1992, and the

operation is now managed by his son Alan; conti
nuity is assured because Alan's son Ben recently
obtained his river pilot's license to command the
company's boats on the open water. This family
and company has also been a heavy promoter of
the Tall Stacks Celebrations held along the Cincin
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Bean then returned to New Mexico.

During the next 20 years, Bean held a number
of jobs, generally as a bartender, in New Mexico
and Texas. In the 1860s he settled in San Antonio,

where he tried to support his wife and five children
by both legal and illegal methods. He became the
leader of a disreputable section of town, which was
named Beanville in his honor.

In 1882 Bean deserted his wife and family and
set up a saloon near Del Rio, Tex. That year, he was
appointed justice of the peace in the nearby town
of Langtry. Langtry had been named for a South
ern Pacific official, although Bean always insisted
he had named the town for the actress Lillie Lang
try. He called his saloon the Jersey Lilly, which was
Lillie Langtry's stage name. Above the saloon's
door were two signs: “Ice Cold Beer" and "Law
West of the Pecos."

With no legal training whatsoever, Judge Roy
Bean began to dispense justice in a manner that the
local lawless element would accept. His rulings were
colorful and became part of American folklore.
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BEARD, DANIEL CARTER

In one case he ruled, "Gentlemen, I find the law

Beard's influence within the Boy Scouts of

very explicit on murdering your fellow man but
there is nothing on killing a Chinaman. Case dis
missed." In another case, when presented with the
body of a dead man who had a gun and $40 in his
pocket, Bean fined the dead man $40 for carrying a
concealed weapon.

America was dramatic. In addition to his intimate

The local citizens liked Bean, and between

Scouts of America.
Beard served for decades as a vital link between

involvement as founder, he designed the organiza
tion's uniforms, patches, and awards. He also cre
ated the hand sign now used by Cub Scouts. Beard's
book The American Boy's Handy Book was used
by both the Sons of Daniel Boone and the Boy

began accompanying his father-in-law on occa
sional flatboat trips to New Orleans to sell whiskey,
pork, flour, and other products. On his return trips
to Cincinnati, he painted portraits for a living.
Beard also traveled throughout the neighbor
ing region, including Kentucky cities such as Dan
ville, Frankfort, Georgetown, Lexington, and Ver
sailles, painting portraits. He sometimes traveled
by steamboat to other river cities in the region and
painted while aboard. At times he would lay over

1884 and 1902 he won every election for justice of
the peace. In 1896 he built a new saloon and an
opera house for Langtry's performances. In 1898
he staged an illegal boxing match near Langtry be

the men in charge of the Boy Scouts of America
and the boys themselves. In 1934 he returned to his
childhood hometown, where he visited with 2,000

distribute broadsides at local art stores and studios

tween Bob Fitzsimmons and Peter Maher. The

scouts camping at Devou Park in Covington. He

fight resulted in international publicity for Bean
and the town of Langtry.

was the national scout commissioner from 1910

announcing his availability for art commissions.
Over the next 30 years, he became one of Cincin

In 1903 Bean visited Del Rio, where he went on

a drunken binge and died after consuming too
much alcohol. He was buried at what later became

the Whitehead Museum in that city. Judge Roy
Bean became a larger-than-life folk hero during
the 20th century and the subject of several books
and movies and a weekly television series.

until his death in 1941. Ten days before his 91st
birthday, he died of myocarditis at Brooklands, his
New York estate. He was buried nearby at the Brick
Church Cemetery in Rockland Co., N.Y.
The Beard Home was later acquired by the ad
jacent Booth Memorial Hospital and fell into
disrepair during the 1970s. The home was pur
chased in 1983 and renovated by Phil and Diana
Taliaferro. In 1987 the Dan Beard Plaza was cre

Lloyd, Everett. Law West of the Pecos: The Story of
Judge Roy Bean. San Antonio, Tex.; Naylor, 1936.
Sonnichsen, C. L. The Story of Roy Bean: Law West
of the Pecos. Greenwich, Conn.; Fawcett, 1972.

Charles H. Bogart

ated next to his home. The plaza features a bronze
statue of Dan Beard with a Boy Scout, along with
hundreds of inscribed bricks.

Beard, Dan. Hardly a Man Is Now Alive: The Auto

biography of Dan Beard. New York: Doubleday,
Doran, 1939.

BEARD, DANIEL CARTER (b. June 21, 1850,
Cincinnati, Ohio; d. June 11, 1941, Suffern, N.Y.). One

“Dan Beard to Return to Childhood Home ...," KP

August 18, 1934, 1.

of the founders of the Boy Scouts of America, Daniel
Carter Beard, or "Uncle Dan," as he was affection

ately known, became one of America's most beloved
public figures. He was one of six children of James
Henry and Mary Caroline Carter Beard. His father, a
professional painter (James Henry Beard), served
as a Union captain during the Civil War. Dan was 11
years old and the Civil Warhad just begun when his
family moved to 322 E. Third St., in Covington. He
lived in this home until he was 21. In 1965 the home

was designated a landmark by an act of Congress
through the U.S. Department of the Interior.
Dan's room was the only room on the third
floor, and he wrote in his autobiography about the
pets that lived with him: a squirrel named Cudjo, a
raccoon, and a quail. When Dan was growing up,

the Civil War was on everyone's mind. Dan and his
friends often played "cowboys and Indians." They
poured buckets of water down the banks of the
Licking River to create waterslides, and Union sol
diers joined Dan and his friends in sliding down
into the river.

Beard's experience on the banks of the Licking
River helped to shape his life's vision. He became
an acclaimed artist whose work was featured in

several of Mark Twain's books, including A Con
necticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court. Beard
was also a writer for Recreation magazine and
Woman's Home Companion.
“Uncle Dan's" life passion lay in his work with
young boys and his love of nature. He worked daily
to expose boys to nature and teach them how to
use, respect, and live off the land. The organization

"No, Ky. Council Plans to Honor Father of Scouting,"

in one of these cities, rent rooms for a studio, and

nati's favorite artists.

Beard, who was very active in politics, started
out as a Whig, but the issue of slavery made him a
Republican.
In 1846 he entered one of his paintings, the
Carolina Emigrants, in the National Academy
Show in New York City; the painting sold for $750,
considered a large sum for the period. By 1848 he
was an honorary member of the National Acad
emy. In the 1840s, he painted portraits of John
Quincy Adams, Lyman Beecher, Henry Clay, Wil
liam Henry Harrison, William Tecumseh Sher
man, and Zachary Taylor. He continued painting
portraits occasionally until the end of his life, but
his moneymakers were portraits of young chil
dren, often with their pet dogs. He painted histori
cal subjects now and then; if the works proved pop
ular, he would paint multiple copies. His animal

portraits, most commonly ofdogs and horses, were

KP, October 13, 1933,9.

Reis, Jim. “Where the Daniel Carter Beard Bridge Got
Its Name,” KP, May 9, 2005, 4K.
Phil Taliaferro

his most valuable genre. He also created humorous
paintings of anthropomorphic dogs. A typical one
might have a pair of dogs eating a fancy meal with a
bottle of champagne and what looked like a bit
offlirtation.

BEARD, JAMES HENRY (b. May 1812, Black
Rock now Buffalo, N.Y.; d. April 4, 1893, Flushing,

In about 1861 Beard moved to Covington, ap
parently renting a house that has since been called

N.Y.). James Beard, a noted American artist, was
the father of Daniel Carter Beard, as well as

the Daniel Carter Beard Home, at 322 E. Third St.

Lina and Adelia Beard; three other sons (James

Carter, William Henry "Harry," and Thomas Fran
cis "Frank") also became artists. Beard was born

near Buffalo, N.Y., where his father transported
supplies to military posts along the Great Lakes
during the War of 1812. In 1819 James Beard
moved with his family to northern Ohio; his fa
ther's death several years later left James's mother
with five children. James, the oldest of them, se

cured employment as a store clerk in Painesville,
Ohio, to contribute to the family's finances; he later
worked in a watchmaking firm in Detroit, Mich. In
1825 Beard left Detroit and returned to northern

Ohio, where his mother sent him to study at a
school in Burton. Eventually, he began to work as
an artist, painting portraits in nearby towns. Mov
ing to Pittsburgh with few resources, he found little
opportunity there, so in October 1830 he boarded
a keelboat as a hired hand and sailed for Cincin

he founded, the Sons of Daniel Boone, later be

nati. In Cincinnati, he became a painter at a chair
factory, while also painting portraits as a sideline.
While he stayed at a hotel owned by Col. Thomas
Carter, Beard met the colonel's daughter, Mary

came the Boy Scouts of America.

Caroline Carter, whom he married. In 1833 Beard

With the outbreak of the Civil War, he sponsored
a corps of volunteer nurses for the Union Army
composed of artists, writers, and poets who were
beyond military age. He raised enough money by
personal subscriptions to charter and equip three
steamers to return injured soldiers from Fort Don
aldson in Tennessee to the military hospitals in
Cincinnati. Beard became ill on the trip, but not a
single man was lost. The Beard house became the
unofficial meeting place and dormitory for the staff
of Gen. Lew Wallace, commander of the Union

forces in Northern Kentucky; it was a remarkable
staff made up of poets; artists, including Beard;
and literary men, including Thomas Buchanan
Read, the author of Sheridan's Ride. All of the

adult members of Beard's family joined the mili
tary in some capacity. Beard's painting The Night
before the Battle was said to show the interior of
the parapet of Fort Mitchel.
From 1863 until 1866, Beard lived mostly in
New York City. He then resided in several places,
including St. Louis and Chicago, before returning
to New York in 1870. He died of chronic nephritis
in Flushing, Queens, N.Y., in 1893. After a Sweden
borgian Church funeral from his home at 87 Bonne

BEATTY, JOHN L.

Ave. in Flushing, Long Island, N.Y., he was buried
at the Flushing Cemetery.

"Lina Beard Dies; Began Girl Scouts," NYT, August
14, 1933, 13.

“Miss Adelia Belle Beard, Author." NYT, February 17,
Alexander, Mary L. "James H. Beard Achieved Fame
with Early Portrait Paintings; Cincinnatian for
Several Years,” CE, August 9, 1953, sec. 4, p. 8.

1920, 9.

Michael R. Sweeney
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vessel's sinking was reported as far away as Rome,
Italy, and attracted hundreds of letters from per
sons throughout the United States who expressed
their sympathy and offered encouragement for the
vessel's recovery. Husband John and his crew did
raise the vessel and restore it. She was listed in the

Beard, Daniel Carter. Hardly A Man Is Now Alive:

The Autobiography of Dan Beard. New York:
Doubleday, 1939.
Flushing Cemetery Records, Flushing, N.Y.
"Funeral of James H. Beard," NYT, April 8, 1893,5.
James H. Beard autobiography, Papers of Daniel C.

Beard, box 15, Library of Congress, Washington,
D.C.

Vitz, Robert. The Queen and the Arts: Cultural Life
in Nineteenth-Century Cincinnati. Kent, Ohio:
Kent State Univ. Press, 1989.

“Western Artists. Original. James H. Beard,” Cincin
nati Mirror and Chronicle, April 25, 1835,208-9.
Wilson, James Grant, and John Fiske, eds. Appleton's
Cyclopedia of American Biography. New York:
D. Appleton, 1894.

Joseph F. Gastright and Paul A. Tenkotte
BEARD, LINA AND ADELIA (Lina: b. July 20,
1852, Cincinnati, Ohio; d. August 13, 1933, Flush
ing, NY; Adelia: b. April 1, 1857, Painesville, Ohio;
d. February 16, 1920, Flushing, N.Y.). Mary Caroline
"Lina" and Adelia Belle Beard, the founders of Camp
Fire Girls, were the daughtersofartist James Henry
Beard and Mary Caroline Carter Beard; they were
sisters of Daniel Carter Beard, founder of the Boy
Scouts of America. By 1866 the Beard sisters were
living in New York City, where their father had
moved to further his portrait-painting career.
Lina, the better known of the two girls, at
tended Mrs. Collin's Private School in Covington
and then studied art at Cooper Union in New York
City. In the early 1880s, she and Adelia founded
the nation's first girls' scouting group, first known
as the Girl Scout Society, later as the Girl Pioneers,
and finally as the Camp Fire Girls. For many years,
Lina was the treasurer of the group. In 1907 Lina
Beard founded the Good Citizenship League in
Flushing, N.Y., and was a delegate to the First Arbi

BEATTY, CLARE ELSIE (b. October 28, 1915,

Dayton, Ohio; d. August 11, 1989, Warsaw, Ky).
The daughter of Albert and Louise Hosket Kin
zeler, Elsie, as she preferred to be called, ran a ma

1966–1967 edition of Who's Who among Ameri
can Women. Clare E. Beatty died in 1989 at her
home in Warsaw and was buried at Spring Grove
Cemetery in Cincinnati.

rine business with her husband and was active in

Huffman, Barbara. Beatty's Navy: The Life and
Times of Capt. John L. and Clare E. Beatty.
Vevay, Ind. Spancil Hill, 2004.

Ohio River affairs. She went to St. Anthony's Ele
mentary School and Stivers High School in Day
ton, Ohio, and graduated magna cum laude in
1937 from Western College in Oxford, Ohio. She
taught school and was dean of girls at Franklin
High School, Franklin, Ohio, from 1937 to 1943.
Classically trained in Latin and Greek and fluent
in French, she was employed by the Air Service
Commandat Patterson Field (now Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base) in Fairborn, Ohio, during summer
1943. She was officially a clerk in the data mainte

BEATTY, JOHN L. (b. February 25, 1914, Iron
ton, Ohio; d. August 20, 1994, Cincinnati, Ohio).
Third-generation river man John Beatty was the
son of Captain William Campbelland Bertha Ellen
Baker Beatty. His father and his paternal grandfa
ther, W. S. C. Beatty, were engaged in marine con

nance section, but there is some evidence that she

struction and demolition before World War I. In

served as a French translator. She enrolled at North

1918 John accompanied his father to a marine sal
vage operation to raise the steam towboat J.R.
Ware. Although only four years old, John stayed
occupied during the salvage operation construct
ing his first vessel, a canoe made of scrap tin roofing
that he caulked with blue clay from the riverbank.
He attended grades one through eight at Central
Schoolin Ironton, Ohio. When his family moved to

western University in Evanston, Ill., in September
1943, where she was a resident adviser in a fresh

man girls' dormitory. She married Capt. John L.
Beatty in January 1944 and was his partner in all
his marine operations from that time until her
death. She became a fixture on the Cincinnati Pub

lic Landing immediately after World War II, en
tering a male-dominated work world when most
women were returning to home and hearth from
wartime factory jobs. She took an active role in Co
lumbia Harbor, the river service she and her hus

Barbara Huffman

Cincinnati in 1929, he enrolled at an electrical trade

school there, but he was expelled because of an al
tercation with a staff member. Because of the do

towing company officials, admiralty attorneys, the

mestic steel shortage during World War II, John
and his father pursued marine salvage operations
on a large scale, retrieving sunken vessels, barges,
and pipelines and removing abandoned bridges,
recycling for the war effort. John began working for
marine insurance giant Neare, Gibbs & Company
of Cincinnati in July 1944 as salvage engineer and
later started his own company, Beatty Inc.
From the 1950s through the 1970s, Beatty was
regarded as the foremost salvage engineer on the

U.S. Coast Guard, and the U.S. Army Corps of En

Ohio River and was often the first operator called

gineers. She was a prolific writer, producing a run
ning commentary on her husband's political cam
paigns in 1965 and 1967 and writing letters to the
editors of major area newspapers for decades.
A teacher by profession, she worked tirelessly to
educate the public about the Ohio River and its his
tory, conducting hundreds of student tours aboard
the Beattys Mike Fink Floating Restaurant in
Covington. She led the battle to move the restau
rant to the Covington riverfront along Riverside
Dr. The floating restaurant was moved to Coving
ton shortly afterward, where it opened for business
in May 1967. Besides attracting the best regional
clientele there, it was frequented by international
celebrities, including Raymond Burr, Perry Como,
Bob Hope, David Frost, Peter Graves, and Mickey
Rooney. Her own name exploded onto the interna
tional scene in January 1978 when the flagship of

upon by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers when
a marine accident required emergency cleanup.
He and his wife, Clare E. Beatty, started one of
the first postwar harbor services along the North
ern Kentucky waterfront, called Columbia Har
bor. In 1955 they greatly diversified their holdings
by purchasing the former U.S. Corps of Engineers
repair station at Fernbank, Ohio (Dam 39). The
property included marine ways and other facili
ties that allowed for construction and repair of
towboats, barges, pleasure boats, and ferries.
Railroad tracks running through the property fa
cilitated river-to-rail service, making the opera
tion competitive with Cincinnati Sheet Metal's

band opened after the war along Eastern Ave. in
Cincinnati, and in the operations of their Cincin
nati Marine Service and the Port of Cincinnati

Terminal at the former Fernbank Repair Station
(Dam 39) at Sayler Park, Cincinnati. Well regarded
by all who knew her, she was a formidable force
in the inland river industry, standing her ground
equally well with marine insurance surveyors,

tration and Peace Conference. She was also one of

the founders of the Equal Franchise Association of
Flushing, N.Y.
Adelia Beard provided the funds to get the
Good Citizenship League started. Both sisters, like
the rest of their talented family members, illus
trated books. Together, they wrote several books;
the most famous was The American Girls Handy
Book (1887), which over theyears has gonethrough
at least 12 printings. The book is a veritable ency
clopedia of projects, devices, toys, gifts, dolls, reci
pes, decorations, perfumes, wax and clay model
ing, painting, and games, with explanations telling,
for example, how to make the toys and how to play

the games. It was only natural that these two edu
cated and talented sisters of Dan Beard, given their
belief in women's equality, should endeavor to do
for girls what their brother did for boys. Neither
sister married; both were buried at the Flushing
Cemetery in Flushing, NY.

her husband's fleet, and her namesake, the towboat

Beard, Lina, and Adelia Belle Beard. The American

Clare E. Beatty, sank at Markland Dam (see Bliz

Girls Handy Book. New York; Scribner's, 1887.

zards and Severe Winter Weather). News of the

Rookwood Terminal, where his father had been

employed as yard superintendent beginning in
1929. Beatty remodeled two steam towboats into
floating restaurants, Captain Hook's, which
opened on Cincinnati's public landing in May
1964, and the Mike Fink, which opened as the
Mike Fink Floating Restaurant in May 1967
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and is still operating on the Covington water
front. Embroiled in a rezoning dispute with the

City of Cincinnati regarding his Fernbank hold
ings, Beatty ran for Cincinnati City Council
twice, as a Republican in 1965 and as an Indepen

dent in 1967, losing both times. He designed and

Lutes, Ann. A Brief History of Boone County. Flor
ence, Ky. Boone Co. Historical Society, 1954.
Reis, Jim. “Tiny Unincorporated Towns Abound in
Boone,” KP, December 9, 1985, 4K.

Warminski, Margo. Historic Structures of Boone
County. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Historic Pres
ervation Board, 2002.

constructed his own home below Warsaw in Gal

Nancy J. Tretter
latin Co. in 1976. During the blizzard of January

1978, he was engaged in rescuing runaway barges
at Markland Dam when his towboat, the Clare E.

Beatty, was caught in an ice floe and trapped
above the dam (see Blizzards and Severe Win

ter Weather). The boat subsequently sank but
was raised and returned to service by Beatty and
his crew. Beatty died in 1994 and was buried next
to his beloved Clare at Spring Grove Cemetery in
Cincinnati. In August 1995 the Clare E. Beatty,
along with the remainder of the Beatty salvage,
sank again below Maysville.

BE CONCERNED INC. This nonprofit organi
zation is dedicated to helping low-income families
in Northern Kentucky obtain basic necessities,
such as food and clothing. Now located at 714 Wash
ington St. in Covington, the organization began as
the Christmas Store in 1968 and has since grown
into an organization that helps families year
round. Be Concerned assists more than 1,200 fam

ilies each month through its Food Program, its
Clothing Store, its Housewares Store, and the
Christmas Store.

Huffman, Barbara. Beatty's Navy: The Life and Times

Covington. A team of volunteers turned the build
ing into a facility that could accommodate an on
going food program, which began in 1987.
The Food Program allows families to shop on
a rotating basis for food, housewares, and toilet
ries. Families are assigned to volunteers, who of
ten get to know the family's personal preferences
and help them meet their individual needs. Food
is obtained through donations from individuals,
produce companies, and stores.
It became apparent in 1988, particularly after the
development of the year-round Food Program, that
the organization would need a full-time paid direc
tor. Once again through the generosity of Bill Butler,
funds were provided to support a salary. Initially,
Sister Anita Hagen served in the position, but she
became ill after only six months as organizational
director and was forced to resign. Thereafter, Karen
Smith and Mary Jo Boerger became codirectors.
Through the dedication of these women, Be Con

The mission of Be Concerned was formulated

cerned continued to increase its services as well as

by Sister Donna Kinney, the organization's founder.
to help low-income clients preserve their dignity as
they shop for food and clothing at a discount. In
1968 the Diocese of Covington (see Roman Cath
olics) Social Services director, Rev. Msgr. Thomas
Finn, asked Sister Donna to take charge of the
Christmas Bureau, which had over past years pro
vided baskets of food and gifts to the poor. Sister
Donna felt that it would be more meaningful to
serve the poor by enabling them to buy toys and
clothing of their own choosing for a nominal fee.
In that way, recipients would not be receiving a
simple handout but would be maintaining their
dignity and individuality.
During the first year, the Christmas Store was
Church in Covington, and by soliciting donations
of gently used toys and clothing from parishes in
the Diocese of Covington, the Christmas Store

the number of clients served. In 1989 the Clothing
Program began. Gently worn donated clothing is
laundered and mended if necessary, categorized,and
displayed neatly for clients to shop year-round, pur
chasing garments for a nominal fee. The program
currently distributes more than 100,000 items annu
ally; it emphasizes school clothing and wintercoats.
The services offered by Be Concerned contin
ued to grow as the organization receives increas
ing financial support from individuals, families,
churches, and businesses in the Northern Kentucky
community. Be Concerned holds one major fund
raiser annually, a midsummer golf outing, which
has a loyal group of supporters and is always popu
lar. The organization receives funding only from
private sources. Donations of food, housewares,
and clothing are an essential part of the programs.
Be Concerned also sponsors an Easter Program,
through which schools, churches, and businesses

of Capt. John L. and Clare E. Beatty. Vevay, Ind:
Spancil Hill, 2004.
Ironton (Ohio) City Directories, 1882–1922, 1928,

Briggs/Lawrence Co., Ohio, Public Library.
Barbara Huffman
BEAVERLICK. Beaverlick, a town in western

Boone Co., was founded during the early 1800s. It
may have received its name from the local fur trade,
which included beaver pelts. Now, Beaverlick is best
known as the intersection of Ky. Rt. 338 and U.S. 42,
at the turn-offin Boone Co. to Big Bone Lick State
Park. Beaverlick was once a busy center with three
churches, a hotel, a millinery shop, a flour mill, two
blacksmiths, a carriage maker, a general store, and
two physicians, but the population has decreased
along with the number of businesses.
A post office was established in 1854 at the
community, which at that time was called Beaver

located at the then-closed St. Patrick Catholic

Lick; in 1895 it became one word, Beaverlick. The

served about 30 families. The following year, Sister

donate more than 1,000 Easter baskets annually

post office remained active until 1944. Rev. George
Buffington organized the Hughes Chapel Method

Donna worked with Sister Anita Hagen and a net
work of Catholic nuns and priests to obtain more

ist Church at Beaverlick in 1878, and in 1883 a new

donations from the local Catholic schools. The

church was constructed. The Hughes Chapel Cem
etery remains, though the church is long gone. The
Beaverlick Baptist Church was organized in 1883
with 130 members. The original building on Bea
ver Rd. still stands, but in 1979 the congregation
built a new church along U.S. 42.
In 1932 an emergency landing field for aircraft
was constructed at Beaverlickalongthe Cincinnati
to-Louisville airmail route, and a 23-inch rotating
beacon light was placed along U.S. 42 to aid pilots
flying at night. The searchlight becamealandmark,
and later the Beacon Light Motel was built on that

Christmas Store operated this way out of various
locations in Covington for the next four years. As

for children and also cleaning, health, and hygiene
products for the families who participate in the
Food Program. In summer, the Fan Club is active,
donating some 800 box fans each year, which are
available to Be Concerned clients for a small con

the volume of donations increased and the need

tribution.

for storage grew, it became apparent that the orga
nization needed a permanent home.
In 1973 Betty Zimmer assumed leadership of
the Christmas Store, and it was through her efforts
that the organization incorporated in 1975 as Be
Concerned Inc. With the help of a handful of dedi
cated volunteers, including Ray and Peggy Smith
and Betty and Dick Schieman, the organization was
able to solicit greater financial support with which
to purchase new Christmas toys and clothing.
Throughout the 1970s and early 1980s, Be Con
cerned served greater numbers of low-income fam
ilies at the Christmas Store. However, the organiza
tion was still without a much-needed permanent
home. In 1985 Bill Butler, the president of Corporex
and a well-known Northern Kentucky philanthro
pist, formed a foundation in honor of his father,
Robert M. Butler, and this foundation purchased a
building for BeConcerned at 714 Washington St. in

During its 28-year history, Be Concerned has
grown from helping a few dozen families at Christ
mastime to providing supplemental ongoing help
to thousands of families year-round. A team of
more than 150 volunteers is the mainstay of the
organization's workforce. Be Concerned is oper
ated by a board of directors, a board of advisers,
director Sister Mary Jennings, and assistant direc
tor Brenda Young. Be Concerned remains true to
Sister Donna Kinney's underlying philosophy that
enhancing the pride and self-esteem of the poor is
just as important as providing relief from poverty.

site.

Not much is left of this smallvillage that had 50
residents at the end of the 19th century, except his
toric houses, churches, and cemeteries. The com

pletion of I-71 to Louisville during the late 1960s
removed most of the traffic that had previously
passed through Beaverlick.
Boone County Recorder, historical ed., September 4,
1930. Available at Boone Co. Public Library, Burl
ington, Ky.

Be Concerned, Inc. “Sister Mary Jennings, Be Con
nected." www.becomCerned.org (accessed July 1,
2006).

Jennings, Sr. Mary, Be Concerned Inc. director. Inter
view by Sarah A. Barlage, June 12, 2006, Coving
ton, Ky.

Sarah A. Barlage

BEECHWOOD

BEDINGER, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN (b.

1797, Blue Licks, Ky.; d. 1871, Erlanger, Ky.) Benja
min Franklin Bedinger (called Franklin), the son
of Maj. George Michael and Henrietta Clay Bed
inger, was a Northern Kentucky physician and
businessman. He studied medicine at the Surgeons
College in Philadelphia. After graduating in 1818,
he practiced medicine under the famous physician
Daniel Drake in Cincinnati. In 1820, Bedinger
married Sarah Everett Wade, daughter of David
Everett Wade, a prominent Cincinnati business
man. The couple lived in Covington, Erlanger, and
Cincinnati; then in 1845 they bought Forest Home
on Richwood Rd. in Boone Co., where they lived
for 16 years. Bedinger, carrying on a family tradi
tion, provided each of his six children a farm and a
newly built home at the time of their marriage.
When his son David Wade Bedinger married,
Franklin Bedinger gave him the remaining 300 of
the original 2,100 acres of Forest Home and the

Brunings, Ruth Wade Cox. "Slavery and the Tragic
Story of Two Families—Gaines and Garner,” NKH
12, no. 2 (Fall—Winter 2004): 37–45.

Dandridge, Dansk. George Michael Bedinger: A
Kentucky Pioneer Charlottesville, Va.; Michie,

1909. Reprint, Frankfort: Kentucky Historical So
ciety, 1974.

Onkst, Wayne, ed. From Buffalo Trails to the
Twenty-First Century: A Centennial History of
Erlanger, Kentucky. Erlanger, Ky: Erlanger His
torical Society, 1996.
Ruth Wade Cox Brunings

BEDINGER, GEORGE MICHAEL, MAJOR

Erlanger. He later bought the Bartlett Graves's
farm, Walnut Grove, and renamed it the Elms;

stown, Va. (now W.Va.), to volunteer for service in

Franklin and Sarah Bedinger then lived in Er
langer the remainder of their lives.
Bedinger eventually gave up the practice of

Lord Dunmore's War. When the Revolution

medicine and invested in real estate and toll roads.

He was president of the Covington and Lexing
ton Turnpike for many years and remained a di
rector throughout his life. U.S. President Zachary
Taylor (1849–1850), who knew Bedinger, asked him
to be governor of the Oregon Territory. Because he
had promised his wife that he would neverenter the
dangerous world of politics, Bedinger declined and
suggested instead appointing Maj. John Pollard
Gaines to the post. Although Bedinger was active
in politics, he rejected opportunities for public of
fice, on both the national and the state levels. He

was a member of the Whig Party before the Civil
War and after the war became a Democrat; he op
posed both the Mexican War and the Civil War.
Bedinger's antislavery position was a defining as
pect of his character. An emancipationist, he freed
his own slaves, giving each one money and a horse.
Bedinger regularly attended church services at
the Richwood Presbyterian Church; he and
Sarah donated money for the purchase of the land
for the Richwood Presbyterian Church Cemetery,
and the first burial there was Bedinger's brother,
George Michael, who died in 1833. They also do
nated money for the rebuilding of Richwood
Church after a fire.

The Bedingers hired Irish immigrants as farm
laborers and household domestics and then helped
them buy farms; they also gave the immigrants,
who were Catholics, the use of a horse and buggy
so they could attend Sunday mass in Florence. The
Bedingers built neighborhood schools for chil
dren in the Richwood area. Bedinger died in 1871
and was buried at the Richwood Presbyterian
Church Cemetery.
Bedinger, Everett Wade, A History of the Yale Class
of 1851, Autobiography. New Haven, Conn.; Yale
Univ., 1891.

Boone Co. Deed Books, Burlington, Ky.

chaired the Committee for the Suppression of Slav
ery and successfully worked for passage of the law
that abolished the Atlantic slave trade in 1808. His

publicly stated views on slavery cost him reelection
to the U.S. Congress, when he ran again in his later
life. Bedinger never sold any slaves, but instead pre
pared them for freedom and self-support at around
age 30, teaching them to "read, write and cipher."

He called his slaves "servants," paid them wages,
and built a wing on his house for them.
Michael outlived all of his brothers and sisters
and half of his 10 children. He was buried on his

(b. 1756; d. 1843, Blue Licks, Ky.) George Michael
Bedinger (called Michael) was one of the first pio
neers in Kentucky. He was the son of a German
emigrant, Henry Budingen, who came to America
in 1737 at age eight with his parents. The Buding
ens anglicized their name to Bedinger.
Bedinger and a friend, inspired by Patrick
Henry, were the first two men from Shepherd

house, and Franklin and his wife moved back to
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ary War started, Michael and his brother Henry
were among the first recruits to join a Virginia rifle
company. Michael Bedinger served several tours of
duty during the Revolutionary War and fought the

farm in the Bedinger family cemetery, on the Lick
ing River in Blue Licks. He had set aside this parcel
of land for the burial of his family and his servants
(former slaves).

Belue,Ted Franklin. The Hunters of Kentucky: A Nar
rative History of America's First Far West, 1750–

1792. Mechanicsburg, Pa.; Stackpole Books, 2003.
Dandridge, Danske. George Michael Bedinger: A
Kentucky Pioneer. Charlottesville, Va.; Michie,

1909. Reprint, Frankfort: Kentucky Historical So
ciety, 1974.
Levin, Alexandra Lee. For Brave America: The Bed

inger Brothers in War and Peace. John Day, Ore:
Shamrock Hollow, 1995.

Ruth Wade Cox Brunings

American Indian allies of the British in Ken
BEECH GROVE ACADEMY. This historic

tucky with Daniel Boone. In 1779 he joined a
party of 12 men from Shepherdstown and traveled
to Boonesborough, Ky., arriving in time to help de
fend it from a fierce Indian attack. He remained

there for seven months, serving as a spy, a scout, a
hunter, a surveyor, and a soldier. He participated in
raids on Indian villages as far away as modern-day
Illinois as the pioneers took an offensive position
in their battles with the Indians. Bedinger returned
to the war to take command as a captain of a com
pany of militia and served until the surrender of
Cornwallis at Yorktown in 1781. He eventually was
promoted to the rank of major.
Not long after the war, Bedinger returned to
Kentucky as a surveyor and an explorer and accu
mulated a great deal of land for himself. During
this time he bought property in Maryland, built a
saw- and gristmill, married, and had a daughter.

southeastern Campbell Co. school was established

about 1858, along Smith Rd. between Flagg Spring
(also known as Flagg Springs) and Mentor, Ky. It
was located near where the Flagg Springs Golf
Course and the Beech Grove Celebration Grounds

are today. In 1869.james Monroe Jolly, a minister

and a contractor, built a two-story brick structure
for the school. Jolly was an ancestor of A. J. Jolly,
the later well-known Campbell Co. judge. James
Jolly constructed many buildings in the southern
part of Campbell Co., including the courthouse in
Alexandria. Beech Grove Academy had begun as
both an elementary and a high school and was
sometimes called the Flagg Spring School. In 1911,
after the public county school system consolidated,
the Beech Grove Academy was closed and its
building demolished. Afterward, students in the
area attended the California Common School.

Both he and his wife had a serious illness, which

she did not survive. When Bedinger recovered, he
left his infant daughter with his mother-in-law and
returned to his frontier life in Kentucky to survey
land. Later, he married Henrietta Clay, a cousin of
the statesman Henry Clay and the emancipationist
Cassius Clay; they settled on a farm in Blue Licks,
along the Licking River. He built three houses on
"The Bedinger Place" there, first a log cabin, then
a stone house, and finally a large 30-room white
frame structure. He donated two acres of land for
the first school and church at Blue Licks.

Bedinger was a member of the convention that
wrote the first constitution for Kentucky. He was in
the minority on the issue of slavery, voting for Ken
tucky to be a free state. He was elected to the Ken
tucky legislature and served as an elector for the
first governor. He was the first judge of the Court of
Quarter Session. Elected to the U.S. Congress, he

Beech Grove Academy was one of several private
schools that filled a need when the public educa
tion system (see Campbell Co. Public Schools)
was not yet ready to properly serve lightly popu
lated areas. The Beech Grove Academy and the
California Common School were predecessors of
the A. J. Jolly Elementary and High School,
which closed in 2005. The Beech Grove Reunion,

now past its 130th year, continues to be held across
the road from the school's site.

Campbell County Kentucky:200 Years, 1794–1994.
Alexandria, Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society,
1994.

BEECHWOOD. Beechwood in Owen Co., is lo

cated along Ky. Rt. 227, 14 miles south of Owenton,
near the Scott Co. line. Large numbers of beech
trees once grew in this area. It is in the northwestern
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part of the Harmony Precinct. At one time Beech
wood had a hotel that treated people with mineral
water from its well, reportedly of therapeutic

The two rooms on one side could be joined to
gether by opening the folding doors that separated
them to make an auditorium space with a stage. As

Covington, and they did so. Crawford understood
the value of the collection and persuaded Coving

value. One of Owen Co.'s first one-room schools

enrollment continued to increase, a new brick

was in Beechwood. In 1964 the community made
national news with the report and photograph of
its 104-year-old resident Mrs. Mary Alice Web

building was constructed in 1927 and later ex
panded in 1930, 1934, and 1937. High school
classes were added in 1930, and the first class grad
uated from Beechwood High School in 1935. Since
that time Beechwood has continued to expand its
facilities and course offerings. More recently, a

Devou family homestead, owned by the City of
Covington and sitting empty in the heart of De
vou Park. July 5, 1950, marked the grand opening
of the William J. Behringer Memorial Museum;

ster Porter, shown smoking a cigarette. She died
two years later. The hotel has been destroyed
by fire, and today the Beechwod community con
sists of the Bethany Baptist Church plus some
residences.

An Atlas of Owen County, Kentucky. Philadelphia:
Lake, 1883.

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,
1976.

BEECHWOOD

PUBLIC SCHOOLS. The

Beechwood Independent School District is a
unique K-12, one-building public school district in
Fort Mitchell. The elementary school (grades K–6)
and the high school (grades 7–12) each have en
rollmentsofapproximately 500 students. Through
out their history, the Beechwood schools have been
noted for their sense of tradition and academic ex

cellence. Both Beechwood Elementary School and
Beechwood High School have received numerous
awards and honors for their outstanding accom
plishments. The exemplary level of performance
exhibited by Beechwood students over the years
has been directly related to the high expectations
set by the schools for achievement and the consis
tently strong parental involvement and support. A

Ellis Crawford was its first director. The museum

was later renamed the Behringer-Crawford Mu
seum to honor the creative and progressive work

state-of-the-art science addition was constructed

of both of these Northern Kentuckians. The oil

in 2000, a community-funded artificial-surface
football field was completed in 2003, and a high
tech foreign-language lab was added in 2006.
Because the elementary school and the high
school share a single building at Beechwood, inter
action among students and teachers at all grade
levels, kindergarten through grade 12, occurs reg
ularly. This has resulted in an exceptional learning
environment that encourages a strong sense of
school spirit and a very supportive and effective
academic program. In 2008 the district announced
a $9.3 million construction project that will in
clude a three-story addition to the elementary
school, scheduled to begin in June 2009.

portraits and stories of the museum's founders
can be seen in the lobby of the museum, along
with some of the stranger items in Behringer's
original collection.
Although Behringer traveled widely, he con
tinued to reside in Northern Kentucky. He was
buried in Highland Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.
Harrell, Lorna Petty. “The Legacy of Ellis Crawford
and the Behringer-Crawford Museum,” NKH 8,
no. 1 (Fall–Winter 2000): 15–20.

Highland Cemetery Records, Fort Mitchell, Ky.
Kentucky Death Certificate No. 26094, for the year
1948.

“Picturesque Devou Home to Be Museum,” KP Sep

The Beechwood. Fort Mitchell, Ky: Beechwood High
School, 1935.

tember 9, 1949, 1.

“$25,000 Gift Starts Devou Park Museum," KTS, Sep

Beechwood Independent School District. www

beechwood.k12.ky.us (accessed June 25, 2006).
“Beechwood School Then," Fort Mitchell Living, July

tember 9, 1949, 1.

Lorna Petty Harrell

1985, 16–19.

Bravo, Betty. “What's in the Name of a Street? Onward
to Beechwood Road," Fort Mitchell Living, July
1985, 12–14.

“Great Neighborhood Series–Fort Mitchell, Fort
Wright, and Park Hills," CE, June 15, 2004, G2.

demonstration of the district's remarkable level of

student performance is that an average of 90 per
cent or more of Beechwood High School graduates
go to college.
Beechwood began in 1858 when area residents

ton officials to house the collection in the former

BEHRINGER-CRAWFORD MUSEUM. Coy

ington's Behringer-Crawford Museum (BCM), a
nonprofit organization, collects, exhibits, and in
terprets the culture of Northern Kentucky. The
museum is located in the historic Devou family

Fred Bassett

home, within the 700-acre Devou Park. Formed

BEHRINGER, WILLIAM J. (b. January 10,
1884, Covington, Ky.; d. December 10, 1948, Cov

by the City of Covington, BCM opened to the pub
lic in 1950 as a natural history museum based on
the collections of William Behringer, including

decided to found a school for the local children. Al

ington, Ky.) William Jacob Behringer, the son of

many curios and oddities from his world travels.

fred Pope Sandford provided land to erect a two
room gray clapboard frame building, and the

Theodore and Sophie Behringer, both born in Ger
many, was a builder, a diarist, a self-educated natu

The shrunken head, the hairball from a cow's
stomach, and the two-headed calf have been visi

school was chartered in 1860. In 1912 Beechwood

ralist, a taxidermist, and a world traveler. An avid

School dissociated itself from the county school
system and became an independent district grade

tor favorites for many decades. The museum ex
panded between 1950 and 1970 through the ar
chaeological excavations of its first curator, Ellis

composed of F. A. Hilker, president; John Hoffman,
secretary; J. G. Heileman, treasurer; G. N. Hobbs;
Charles H. Meyers; and G. V. Wert. At that time

hunter, Behringer traveled the world, gathering
animals and geologic specimens. A prolific diarist,
Behringer filled several thick volumes, which not
only record his adventures but also report local
weather conditions and include hundreds of clip
pings from Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati

there were 34 students enrolled in the school. Eric

newspapers.

school. Beechwood's first board of education was

M. Martin was the principal and taught grades five
through eight; Alma Holmes taught grades one
through four. Potbellied stoves heated the two
room building, and a cistern in the side yard pro
vided water. There was no running water in the
building or bathroom facilities inside. Schoolhours
were 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. There was a one-hour
lunch period when students could eat lunches
brought from home or go home to eat. Two 15-min
ute recess periods broke up the morning and after
noon lessons.

In 1915, after an increase in enrollment, the

school building was remodeled, and a furnace and
two new rooms were added. The building then had
four rooms, two on each side of a central hallway.

Today, Behringer is best remembered for the
collection of curiosities and memorabilia that be

came the foundation for the Behringer-Crawford
Museum in Devou Park in Covington. The
large, eclectic collection Behringer amassed dur
ing his travels and displayed in his home along
Forest Ave. in West Covington featured, for ex
ample, large mounted mammal specimens, glass
replicas of the world's largest diamond, and even
a shrunken head from the Amazon Basin. At the

time of his death, the value of Behringer's collec
tion was estimated at from $25,000 to $50,000.

One of William Behringer's closest friends and
admirers, Ellis Crawford, encouraged Behring
er's heirs to give his entire collection to the City of

Crawford, and from 1979 to 1992 under an au

tonomous board of trustees, who hired Greg
Harper as executive director. Laurie Risch has
served as executive director since 1993 and contin

ues to manage the museum's growth. The trustees
initiated several changes at the museum, including
the restoration of the Devou family home in 1984
and the construction of an outdoor amphitheater
in 1994. They also initiated a budget based on com
munity donations and made the initial plans for
the current expansion project.
BCM is a community-focused organization
committed to bringing the region's prosperous
development to life by providing educational, en
tertaining, interactive, and historically accurate
hands-on exhibits and programs in an accessible
and creative history-museum environment. At
tendance at and usage of the museum's educational
programs, events, and rotating exhibits have in
creased annually.

BELEW, ADRIAN

The successes of the museum's efforts and re

sponse from the community dictated the current
growth plan, which includes a 15,000-square-foot
building addition to the 5,000-square-foot historic
home of BCM. The addition, completed and
opened in December 2007, includes expanded ex
hibition areas that feature regional history through
the unique lens of transportation. The exhibits act
as anchors for the museum to advance its mission

with a full range of edicational programming, ro
tating exhibits, civic activities, and gatherings. The
museum has become a gathering place that hosts
meetings, provides rental space, and attracts tour
ists through the displays and through profession
ally interpreted authentic artifacts and scenic

nations of money, time, professional services, and
collection items. Approximately 99 percent of the
200,000-plus-item collection has been donated by
local families or uncovered through museum
sponsored archaeological excavations.
Community volunteers supply the manpower
necessary to help conduct the business of the
museum, from greeting visitors and answering the
telephone, to planning and fundraising, to garden
ing and maintenance duties. Annually, volunteers
put in close to 6,750 hours for the museum, at a
value of $121,770. Professional services rendered

by CPAs, computer technicians, attorneys, histori
ans, architects, and engineers total about 805 hours
annually, at a value of $140,875.

views.

“Museum Makeover—Behringer-Crawford's New
BCM offers a variety of opportunities for area
schools and learning centers either on-site at the
museum or off-site at community locations. Inter
active educational programs provided for resi
dents, schools, and civic groups include hands-on
art workshops, archaeological digs, living-history
events, fossil hunts, summer camps, and concert

Theme is ‘History in Motion," KP, November 29,
2007, 1A.

“Museum Receives Facelift," Kenton County Re
corder, March 21, 1984, 1.

“Picturesque Devou Home to Be Museum,” KP Sep
tember 9, 1949, IK.
Laurie Risch

series. All activities are linked to the conviction

that this region's history provides an educational
opportunity for personal enrichment. Some ex
amples of BCM activities are these:
Educational Programs. The museum presently
provides 17 interactive local-history programs
embracing paleontology, American Indian pre
history, archaeology, the Civil War, home life,
wildlife, river heritage, folk and fine art, politics,
industry, and agriculture.
Suitcase Exhibits. These portable displays of some
of the museum's artifacts allow for off-site out

reach programs for schools, senior citizen homes,
business organizations, and service clubs.
Grand Discovery Camps. These camps are de
signed for grandparents and their grandchil
dren, ages four to six. Crafts, games, skits, songs,
and snacks complement special museum tours
for first-time campers.
Junior Curator Program in Archaeology. This pro
gram, begun in 1981, allows students ages 11 to

16 to participate in and assist with every aspect
of an actual archaeological dig, from working in
the field, to researching and documenting their
finds in the lab, to preparing a museum exhibit.
Through this hands-on summer camp, students
learn about local history and prehistory as well
as responsible archaeology, including the neces
sity of sharing their found information and
making it available to the public.

BEITING, RALPH W. (b. January 1, 1924, Cov.
ington, Ky.) Ralph W. Beiting was the first of
children of Ralph T. and Martha Hianre Beiting.
His family's struggles during the Great Depres
sion made an impact on Ralph Beiting's life, giving
him an abiding concern for people living in pov
erty. He had a strong Catholic upbringing, attend
ing St. Joseph School in Cold Spring and Newport
Central Catholic High School in Newport.
With the priesthood as his goal, he entered St.
Gregory Seminary in Mount Washington (Cincin
nati) in 1941. As a seminarian, Beiting participated
during the summer of 1946 in mission work at St.
Michael Mission Center at Paintsville in the moun

tains of Eastern Kentucky. Following his ordina
tion by Bishop William Mulloy on June 4, 1949,
Beiting spent one year as an associate pastor at St.
Bernard Catholic Church in Dayton, Ky., before
being assigned to work in the mountains. Mulloy
had an interest in furthering the mission work

he continued both his efforts for CAP and his min

istry in his new Diocese of Lexington, which was
formed in 1988. The new diocese, split from the
Diocese of Covington, encompassed the Bluegrass
and mountain areas of Eastern Kentucky. Beiting
has been the recipient of numerous awards and has
written a number of books about his experiences
in the mountains. He ended his ties to CAP in

1999, leaving it the hands of lay directors. Beiting
remains an active priest for the Diocese of Lexing

Mulloy sent Beiting to Berea to start a Catholic

ton as pastor of St. Jude Parish in Louisa, a parish
he helped to establish in 1992.

church there.

The area in and around Berea offered Beiting
few opportunities as he began what became his life
long mission. The declining coal-mining industry,
enduring poverty, and pervasive anti-Catholicism
made the assignment a difficult undertaking. But
he threw himself into the work of building a mis
sion center and winning over the populace with his

generosity in meeting their physical needs. St. Clare

Since the formation of an independent board
of trustees in 1979, the museum has operated an
nually with help from the community. Individuals
and businesses support the museum through do

zation to help the poor to help themselves. To pre
serve CAP’s independence and a Christian out
look, Beiting relied on donations rather than
accepting federal funding. The organization was
incorporated in 1964. He hoped that CAP could
get to the root causes of poverty. According to his
plan, CAP would focus on creating opportunities
for people in the region to start self-sustaining
businesses that would provide a living for the own
ers and workers. It also provided family and educa
tional services for young and old, as well as sum
mer camps and Bible schools. Volunteers of all
faiths from around the country supplied much of
the labor to build various centers and carry on
CAP's many ministries, though Beiting also tried
to involve many local people in its operations.
While overseeing CAP, Beiting, who was made
a monsignor in 1971, continued his priestly ser
vice to the Diocese of Covington (see Roman
Catholics) as pastor of St. William Parish in Lan
caster. Many other priests of the diocese assisted
him in the parish and with services to the poor. In
the 1970s and 1980s, Beiting brought his street
preaching to parishes in Northern Kentucky, by
cruising the Ohio River in a large houseboat and
making stops along the way on both sides of the
river to preach to people who gathered to listen.
CAP grew in magnitude over the decades.
Thousands of volunteers assisted in the work being
done by CAP in the mountains, and many mil
lions of dollars were donated and spent to help al
leviate poverty in the area. In 1982 Beiting turned
CAP over to a management team of laypeople so
that he could devote himself to fundraising. Even
after being injured in a serious car accident in 1990,

in Appalachia (see Appalachians), and in 1950

Music@BCM. Since 1999, the museum has em

braced Kentucky's musical heritage by offering
family-friendly concerts that include the popu
lar Coffee Cup Concert Series, held weekly dur
ing the summer. Performers, through a combi
nation of local, regional, and national acts,
present a variety of music, including Celtic,
bluegrass, gospel, jazz, blues, and classical.

75

Catholic Church in Berea, named for its famous
benefactor Clare Booth Luce, was established in

Beiting, Ralph W. Called to the Mountains: The
Autobiography of Reverend Ralph W. Beiting
and the Christian Appalachian Project. Lan

caster, Ky., Christian Appalachian Project, 1993.
“Beiting Steps Down as Chairman," KE, September 1,
1999, B1.

Salatino, Anthony J. A True Man of God: A Biogra
phy of Father Ralph William Beiting, Founder of
the Christian Appalachian Project. Ashland, Ky.
Jesse Stuart Foundation, 2001.
Thomas S. Ward

1951. Beiting also started Cliffview Lodge on Her

rington Lake as a camp for children and invited
seminarians to spend summers with him "street

BELEW, ADRIAN (b. Robert Steven Belew, De

preaching," using a manner of spreading faith fa

cember 23, 1949, Covington, Ky). Adrian Belew,
a guitarist, singer, and songwriter, is the son of
Chester E. and Louise Frost Belew. His family lived
in Florence, Ky., and he graduated from Boone
Co. High School in 1967. One day his parents took
him to a neighborhood bar, where he heard Elvis

miliar to people in the area.
Beiting did more than try to meet the immedi
ate physical needs of the mountain people; in 1962
he established the Christian Appalachian Project
(CAP) as a nonprofit, nondenominational organi
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BELLEVIEW

Presley's "Hound Dog" playing on a jukebox; the
boy decided then and there that he wanted to be
come a rock musician. He first learned to play the
drums and later switched to the electric guitar. As

a teenager he started a band called the Denims,
which played mostly songs performed by the Beat

shed still stand in the backyard. In the early 1880s,
Belleview had a hotel, two tobacco warehouses,

three general stores, and a blacksmith. A major
business was a basket factory, which made baskets
from riverfront willows. The baskets, used to carry

Lutes, Ann. A Brief History of Boone County Flor
ence, Ky: Boone Co. Historical Society, 1954.

Schrage, Robert. Boone County. Charleston, S.C.:
Arcadia, 2005.

Wilson, Noel. “Life in Boone County 100 Years Ago,"

Boone County Recorder, March 2, 1978, 10.

les. In 1979, while performing in Nashville, Tenn.,

luggage and goods, were shipped out by boat,
along with tons of willow switches. Farm produce

with a band called Sweetheart, he was discovered

from the area was shipped by steamboat. The pop

by musician Frank Zappa. That encounter thrust

ulation at that time was 713. The Belleview Chris

BELLEVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH. The Bel

him into the big-time performance circuit, and
Belew played electric guitar with notable enter
tainers such as Zappa, Paul Simon, David Bowie,
Laurie Anderson, the Talking Heads, the Nine
Inch Nails, and King Crimson. Today, he is consid
ered one of rock music's greatest and most prolific
guitarists. The physical features that make Belew
instantly recognizable are his receding hairline
and his signature ponytail. Belew and his wife,
Margaret, have three children, Ernie, Iris, and
Audie. When Audie was 12 years old, she recorded,
with her father, a song called “Oh Daddy, When Are
You Going to Write That Big Hit?” The songbecame

tian Church was founded in 1883, dedicated a new

leview Baptist Church grew out of the Middle
Creek Baptist Church in western Boone Co., which

a number-one seller, and its video became a smash

hit on the MTV television network. Owing to the
success of the record, father and daughter were fea
tured in a People Magazine article. The family now
lives at Lake Geneva, Wis. Belew was recently
quoted as saying, “My only regret is that my folks
didn't live to see that I didn't turn out to be such a

bad egg. I could dietomorrow, a happy man."
“Adrian Belew." All Music Guide. www.allmusic.com

(accessed November 23, 2007).
“Adventurous Belew Wows Home Crowd," CE, June
29, 1999, C7.

“Belew Shares Rock-Star Fame with Family,” CE, June
17, 1990, E1.
Bird, Rick. "Adrian Belew. Rock's Renaissance Man,"

church in 1884, and continues to hold services

today.
One of Boone Co.'s early consolidated schools
was the Belleview School, built in 1909, which of.

fered grades 1 through 12. By 1914 a high school
had been added. During the 1980s, the Boone Co.
Board of Education built Kelly Elementary School
at Belleview, replacing the Belleview School, and
the old school building, across from the new
school, is now a private business.
Within the Belleview Precinct is the histori

cally important village of Middle Creek, which, in
the 19th century, laid claim to a distillery, a card
ing mill, a shingle mill, two grist mills and a saw
mill, a store, a post office, and a church. In 1876
Middle Creek Baptist Church (constituted March
12, 1803) was destroyed by a windstorm and two
years later was rebuilt on an acre of bottomland
donated by Michael Clore. In 1885 the church was
renamed Belleview Baptist Church, and 12
years later 5.5 additional acres were purchased to
lay out a cemetery, which today contains the graves
of many important people from Boone Co.'s past.
In 1903 a new, larger church was built. In 1949
a baptistery was added, and the church no longer
conducted baptisms in the Ohio River and Middle

Nancy J. Tretter

was constituted in 1803 after 23 members of the

Bullittsburg Baptist Church requested assis
tance from the North Bend Association of Baptists
in forming a new congregation. The group in
Boone Co. occupied a log building on the bank of
Middle Creek in 1804. Eightyears later, they moved
to a site overlooking the Middle Creek Valley and
erected the brick church in which they worshipped
for the next 64 years. During this time, the congre
gation was led by pastors Christopher Wilson,
Lewis DeWeese, Chichester Matthews, Robert
Garnett, Charles Carter, James Vickers, Robert

Kirtley, James A. Kirtley, and Robert E. Kirtley.
Before the Civil War, a number of slaves, in

cluding several from the nearby Dinsmore
Homestead, were members of the Middle Creek

Creek. One renowned Middle Creek citizen, an in

Baptist Church congregation. During and after the
war, however, the church fell upon hard times. By
1875 the old building was in disrepair and the
dwindling congregation considered disbanding.
In 1876 a wind storm destroyed the church
building, and the remnants of the congregation
worshipped for a short time in the Locust Grove
schoolhouse. That same year, a decision was made
to start over in the then-bustling river village of
Belleview, two miles away. Led by Pastor A. M.

ventor named Thomas Zane Roberts, built a so

Vardiman, the members built a new church and

Jack Wessling

lar clock after he had lost track of the days of the
week. The eight-foot-tall cabinet clock, based on

BELLEVIEW, Laid out as Mount Vernon in 1815

CP. February 18, 2005, IB.

celestial observations calculated in his backyard

parsonage there on donated property in 1878 and
changed the name of their church from Middle
Creek Baptist Church to Belleview Baptist Church.

by Col. Edward Meeks, and officially named

observatory, continues to keep perfect time. Swiss

The church flourished in its new location and

Grant in 1869, this town in the East Bend Bottoms

clockmakers and other visitors came to Boone Co.

changed to its present name of Belleview in 1883.

to see this amazing clock, which was completed in

the membership quickly grew. A new church
building was erected in 1903, and the congregation
hosted the North Bend Association of Baptists
gathering that year. That church building, which is
listed in the National Register of Historic Places,
has undergone several modifications over the years
but continues to retain much of its original form
and charm, including its striking steeple. Among
the pastors who served the congregation during
the first five decades of the 20th century were E. N.
Dicken, J. H. Fullilove, Tandy Lee Utz, Elmer At
wood, Howell B. Hensley, Clarence Baker, Ray
mond Smith, Walter C. Guth, Forest Taylor, Bill

Situated between the hills of western Boone Co.

1913. The clock, which has never failed to indicate

and the Ohio River, Belleview once was a prosper

the correct date, is housed today in the Heritage
Bank in Burlington.

ous steamboat town and farming community.
Some of the county's best farmland is in the Bel
leview area, where the larger farms had their own
river landings. Silas Dinsmoor settled there, and
his descendants farmed the land and built a home

stead that is now a living-history site where visitors
learn what life was like in the 19th and early 20th
centuries (see Dinsmore Homestead).

J. J. Huey & Company established a general
store at this settlement in 1800. In 1864, the Corbin

& Son General Store opened, dealing in lumber,
coal, and shingles. Later, the Farmers Cooperative
Store was started by farmers who pooled their re
sources to buy and sell agricultural goods in quan
tity. This store was affiliated with the national
men's club, made up of farmers, called the Grange.
The Grant Post Office, which adjoins the Jonas
Clore House, built in 1878, is the only surviving
example of a 19th-century single-function post
office in Boone Co. An original privy and coal

The Ohio River flood of 1937 inundated the
area. The tree line was shoved into the riverbed and
families were evacuated when the banks of sand

and gravel collapsed. Property loss in Boone Co.
from this flooding was estimated at $250,000.
Today, the town of Belleview has a school, two
churches, a bank, a taxidermy business, two ceme
teries, a volunteer fire department, and a grocery
store. Though no longer a farming nor a riverboat
community, Belleview's history and quaintness are
still being preserved.
Boone Co. Historic Preservation Review Board. His

toric Structures of Boone County, Kentucky.

Burlington, Ky. Boone Co. Historic Preservation
Review Board, 2002.

Burkett, Richard Carlton, and Otis Brooks.

Under Pastor Bill Garrison, a large educational
wing was added to the church building in 1966,
supplying space much needed by the church's ex
panding membership. Pastors Howard Roberts,
Gary Light, Roy Bennett, Bill Stith, and Gary Mitch
ell ably guided the church through the 1970s and
1980s.

Boone County Recorder, illustrated historical ed.,
September 4, 1930.
Cabot, Susan M., and Michael D. Rouse. Boone

County Charleston, S.C.; Arcadia, 1998.

Rev. Steve Alford was called as pastor in 1991
and led the small church through the most vital pe
riod in its long history, when its membership rose

BELLEVUE

from less than 400 in 1990 to more than 800 in

2006. In 2003 the congregation initiated a bold pro
gram to purchase surrounding property with a
view toward building a new worship center some
time in the future. Plans are in place to incorporate
parts of the existing historic building into the new
One.

Alford resigned the Belleview pastorate in Jan
uary 2006, and the congregation began a search for
a new pastor.

Capek, Michael. Lively Stones: A Narrative History
of Belleview Baptist Church, 1803–2003. Knox
ville:Tennessee Valley, 2003.

Michael Capek
BELLEVUE. The city of Bellevue in Campbell
Co. was established in 1866 on the banks of the

Ohio River. Its somewhat higher elevation and
shorter riverfront helped preserve it from much of
the periodic flooding that ravaged the neighboring
communities of Dayton, Ky., to the east, and New
port, to the west. Bellevue was named after the
Newport estate of Revolutionary War hero Gen.
James Taylor, a property said to have been named
Belleview, that formerly occupied much of the vi
cinity. The town was incorporated by the Ken
tucky legislature on March 15, 1870, with a popu
lation of 381. Bellevue's original town plat was
limited to what is now the northwest corner of the

city. Subdivisions were later added by Albert
Seaton Berry, by Henry Timberlake, and by the
heirs to the John Williamson estate. Many of the
street names had Taylor family associations: Berry,
Foote, Washington, Ward, and Van Voast, as well
as Taylor. Unlike its two neighboring cities to the
east and west, Bellevue developed as a quiet resi
dential community rather than a manufacturing
toWn.

Over the next two decades, the town grew
slowly, "owing to a stagnant condition caused by
limited powers." Nonetheless, it soon took steps
toward permanence. A Methodist Church congre
gation was founded in 1870 and was followed by

streets. Ideally suited to the city's small lots, they
provided middle-class families with the most
house for the least cost. Popular housing styles of
the 1800s and early 1900s included the Italianate,
the Queen Anne, the Colonial Revival, the Crafts

man, and the bungalow. Local lumberyards, plan
ing mills, brickyards, and stone yards kept Belle
vue's builders well supplied with a wide range of
quality materials.
The prosperous late 1800s also brought high
style architecture to the city, some of it designed by
Cincinnati architects. In 1884 Balke's Opera House
(demolished in the early 1960s), a handsome com
mercial Queen Anne edifice designed by George W.
Rapp, was opened along Fairfield and Berry Aves. It
housed three storefronts, city offices, an audito
rium, and lodge rooms; its last days were spent as
home to an Eagles hall. In 1885 Buddemeyer, Plym
pton & Trowbridge designed a one-of-a-kind Fair
field Ave. residence for Edward Johnston, a drafts
man for the firm. Built of brick and structural

timber framing, it featured a stucco skin, casement
windows, and a slate gambrel roof. In 1889S. E. Des
jardins designed a monumental Queen Anne style
residence, with Roman arches and chateauesque ga
bles, along Lake St. for distiller George W. Robson,
In the early 1890s, a newly formed streetcar
company linked Bellevue to Covington, Newport,
and Dayton, making it an even more convenient
place of residence. By this time, Bellevue's popula
tion had more than doubled and had reached
3,200.

Like its neighbor Dayton, Bellevue capitalized
on its river location by becoming a recreation center
for the Greater Cincinnatiarea. Three publicbeaches
(see Ohio River Beaches)—the Bellevue Bathing,
Primrose, and Riviera beaches—opened by the
1890s, followed in 1902 by the Queen City Beach.
Sewage contamination and rising river levels, due
to flood control and navigation improvements,
eventually brought an end to these popular public
attractions; but in 1898, because of its proximity to
the beaches, Cincinnati was able to attract the

Grand Army of the Republic national convention.

the Sacred Heart Catholic Church in 1873. Also

During the 1920s, Bellevue expanded in size

in 1873, the city bought a fire engine and built a
firehouse. Bellevue became a fourth-class city in
1884 and in the same year annexed the Harris
Heirs Addition, which extended its boundary east
ward from Washington Ave. to the Dayton city
corporation line, O'Fallon Ave. From 1885 to 1891,

and population by annexing hilly land to the south.
The Bonnie Leslie neighborhood, first developed in
the late 19th century, filled with comfortable homes
from the 1920s through the 1940s. Bungalow, Tu
dor Revival, and Colonial Revival styles predomi
nated in this suburban neighborhood. Covert Run

the total value of Bellevue's real estate increased

Pk., which follows the creek of the same name, saw a

from $534,300 to $1,051,850. News accounts

bungalow-building boom, with “scores of neat
homes" constructed. Flooding, however, proved a
vexing problem for the low-lying homes in the pic
turesque valley. A promotional brochure extolled
the city of Bellevue as a “healthy, convenient and at
tractive place to live," and the Federal Writers' Guide
to Cincinnatidescribed midcentury Bellevue asbe
ing "almost entirely a middle-class suburb." Begin
ning in the 1920s, and continuing for more than 40
years, the Grote Manufacturing Company built
cabinets and automotive parts at its three-story fac
tory at the corner of Lafayette and Grandview Aves.
in Bellevue. For a long time, Grote was the city's
largest employer.

praised the city's "rapid but not hot-bed growth...
the result of a beautiful and healthful location, and

honest management by building owners."

During the late 1880s, St. Anthony Catholic
Church was founded, as well as several Protestant

church congregations. An 1890s Bellevue city di
rectory listed 56 local businesses; 15 groceries, 4
bakeries, 6 boot makers, 7 confectioneries, 2 livery
stables, a blacksmith, 3 millineries, 6 doctors, 7 sa

loons, a hotel, a gas company, 2 undertakers, and
a wagon manufacturer. As Bellevue grew, dozens
of narrow, two- or three-story dwellings, most of
frame construction, were built along its narrow
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The flood of 1937 on the Ohio River inun

dated the Bellevue riverfront and cut the city in
two. Sixty years later another flood, which ex
ceeded the river's 64.7-foot crest, again turned
lower Bellevue into a lake. Following construction
of I-471 along the eastern border of Newport, the
swampy bottomland along Donnermeyer Dr.
known as the “Sixth Street Fill"—was filled in to

create a strip shopping center called Bellevue Plaza
and a small commercial center along Riviera Dr.
(see Taylor's Bottoms). The center serves shop
pers from the surrounding area as well as from
Cincinnati.

By the 1980s Bellevue was in economic decline.
The city's housing stock was deteriorating from de
ferred maintenance; there was a decline in owner

occupied homes and an increase in low-cost rental
housing. Marginal businesses and vacancies were
proliferating in the Fairfield Ave. business district.
Under the leadership of Mayor Thomas J. Wi
ethorn, a strong supporter of historic preserva
tion, the city used preservation as a revitalization
tool, working in partnership with the Kentucky
Heritage Council and the state historic preserva
tion office. Jointly, they fought blight with stronger
building-code enforcement, sought grant funds
for revitalization, and made ambitious plans for
riverfront development; the latter were realized
more slowly than the other efforts.
One of the city's first preservation projects was
the conversion of the old Bellevue High School,
later renamed the Center Street School, into apart
ments for senior citizens. The complex, which
opened in 1986, utilized federal tax credits for the
rehabilitation of historic buildings. Preservation
tax credits were also used to convert the former St.

Anthony School at Poplar and Washington Sts. to
elderly housing in 1993. In 1988 two Bellevue his
toric districts were listed in the National Register
of Historic Places. The adjacent Fairfield Ave. and
Taylor's Daughters historic districts took in the
city's historic business district and the residential
neighborhood south of “The Avenue.” Over the
next three decades, dozens of residential and com
mercial buildings throughout Bellevue were reno

vated and restored. The city's decline was reversed
as new residents and businesses were attracted to

the city, and the outflow of longtime residents
slowed. Property values began climbing steadily.
In 1987 the city passed a historic preservation
ordinance that regulated exterior alterations and
new construction in the overlay zone. The city joined
the Kentucky Heritage Council's Certified Local
Government program in 1988 and became a Ken
tucky Renaissance community in 2001, with grant
funds and infrastructure improvements targeted to
the Fairfield Ave. business district. In 2004 Bellevue

was designated a Preserve America community.
Bellevue also sought to enhance its quality of
life by creating new parks. The city used a federal
Transportation Efficiency Act for the 21st century
(TEA-21) grant to create Bellevue Beach Park on
the riverfront between Foote and Ward Aves. The

park featured a small amphitheater and a ball field,
as well as benches where visitors could sit and en

joy the panoramic Ohio River view. Smaller green
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spaces included Nagel Park, home to the city's
Christmas crèche, and Swope Playground, both
along Taylor Ave. Across the city, small garden
plots were planted and tended by the Bellevue Gar
den Club.

Facing fiscal necessity and seeking to maintain
high levels of service, the Bellevue and Dayton fire
departments merged in 2002. In the same year,
Bellevue built a new community center, named for
longtime state representative Jim Callahan, behind
the City Building. The historic iron pedestrian
bridge spanning the CSX railroad tracks at Van

providing public education for its children, and
from 1871, when Bellevue became an independent
school district, until the early 1890s, a special com
mittee of the Bellevue city council managed the
city's school system. In May 1871, the city had 119
school-aged children. A one-room wood frame
ter St. and Lafayette Ave. in Bellevue during that
summer, and Miss Eva Harpold was hired at $40
per month to teach the 67 enrolled students. The
following year the school's enrollment numbered

renovate the 1905 high school at Center St. and
Washington Ave., and close the Poplar St. School.
Students in grades 1 through 6 were removed to
the old high school building at Center St. and
Washington Ave., while grades 7 through 12 were
moved into the newly expanded school at Center
St. and Lafayette Ave., which later became known
as Bellevue High School. The Poplar St. School was
sold in 1938 to the city for use as the Bellevue City
Building.
The Bellevue School System also obtained a

83 students.

new football field in 1936, thanks to the Works

schoolhouse was constructed at the corner of Cen

Voast Ave. was restored and returned to function

In 1873 a four-room brick schoolhouse was

ality in 2004, with a transportation grant.
Beginning in the 1990s, Bellevue shared in
Northern Kentucky's riverfront-development boom.
Luxury riverfront housing came to the city in 2006,
when construction began on two multistory condo
minium developments. “Trophy” homes and con
dos began to be built on choice waterfront lots and
on hillsides with city views. “Teardowns" came to
Bellevue as well, resulting in the destruction of his
toric buildings and mature trees. Commercial devel
opment included waterfront restaurants, a small of
fice building, and a convenience store with front
parking, east of Riviera Dr. along Fairfield Ave.

built on the same lot, replacing the original school
house. By 1881, 279 students attended the school,
and a night school for boys over 12 years old was

Downtown Bellevue attracted new businesses and

investment as well, although some storefronts re
mained vacant. In 2003 the city secured a grant from
the Kentucky Heritage Council to reilluminate the
brilliant neon marquee of the Marianne Theater, an
Art Deco landmark (see Movie Theaters).
From 1987 to 2006, $7 million was invested in

Bellevue and more than 200 jobs were created. In
the 21st century, the city faced the challenge of pre
serving its historic character in the face of new de
velopment pressures. In 2000 Bellevue had a popu
lation of 6,480.
“Bellevue,” KSJ, November 13, 1891, 3.
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Margaret Warminski
BELLEVUE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. When the

City of Bellevue incorporated in 1870, the students
in the Bellevue area were attending public schools
in Newport. Bellevue soon turned its attention to

offered. A four-room addition was built onto the

building in 1882, and by 1885, the school system
had elementary students in all eight grades.
An additional six-room brick school was con

structed in Bellevue at Poplar St. and Vanvoast
Ave. and opened in September 1887, for both ele
mentary and secondary students. The first high
school graduation ceremony was in 1888, but the
program was only a two-year course at the time; it
did not expand into a four-year program until
1907. A formal board of education took over opera
tion of the Bellevue schools beginning in the early
1890S.

By 1900 Bellevue was operating an eight-room
school in town at Center St. and Lafayette Ave, and
a nine-room school on Poplar St. and Van Voast
Ave., but the system again was running out of
space. A one-room school known as Union St. Pri
mary School opened in the city in 1900 at the foot
of Union St. In 1901 a two-room building at Eden
and Washington Aves, was purchased as a tempo
rary school, and in 1902, two rooms were added as
a second story of the Eden Ave. school building.
The primary-grade students from the Poplar St.
School were moved to the school on Eden Ave.

In March 1905 the school board purchased a
lot at Center St. and Washington Ave. for a new
high school. The cornerstone was laid on October
21, 1905, and the new building, containing 15
classrooms, two offices, and a combination gym
nasium and auditorium on the third floor, was

Progress Administration. The facility is called Gil
ligan Stadium and was named for Leo Gilligan, a
longtime Bellevue teacher, principal, and superin
tendent. The first football game at Gilligan Sta
dium was played October 23, 1936, and more than
5,000 fans watched Bellevue defeat rival Dayton
High School by a score of 31-0. In the early 1970s, a
new gymnasium was built next to the stadium and
named in honor of Ben Flora, a longtime coach,
principal, and superintendent at Bellevue.
Grandview Elementary School opened on
Grandview Ave. in 1966, providing 23 classrooms.
Grades one through six transferred to Grandview
Elementary School, and the Center St. Elementary
School closed, only to be reopened again a few
years later for grades six through eight to relieve
overcrowding. The Center St. Elementary School
closed once again because an addition had been
built onto the high school in the early 1970s, allow
ing more students to be placed there. The Center
St. Elementary School building was sold to the city
for use as a recreation center and was later con

verted into apartments. Grandview Elementary
School and Bellevue High School continue to serve
the needs of Bellevue students.

Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,
Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
Campbell County Recorder, June 1, 2004.
Reis, Jim. “Bellevue Schools Celebrate 100th Class of

Graduates," KP, August 2, 1988, 10K.
— "School Bells Once Rang at Bellevue City
Building," KP, August 6, 2001,4K.
Tully, James Robert. “History of the Public Schools of
Bellevue, Ky.” master's thesis, Univ. of Cincinnati,
1942.

dedicated on October 19, 1907. High school stu
dents were moved from the Poplar St. School into
the new Center St. and Washington Ave. School,
and the elementary students from the Eden Ave.
School were moved back into the Poplar St. School.
The Eden Ave. School building was sold in 1907. By
1909, the Bellevue public school system enrolled
858 students.

As the city's school system continued to ex
pand to meet the needs of local students, kinder
garten classes were added around 1924. An addi
tional lot was purchased adjacent to the Center St.
and Lafayette Ave, school; the cornerstone of a new
school building was laid on August 2, 1930, and
the school was dedicated on March 20, 1931. By
1936 the school board once again found that they
needed more space and that the Poplar St. School
needed to be modernized. It was decided to build

an addition onto the new school at Lafayette Ave.,

Daryl Polley
BELLEVUE VETS. In 1945 the Bellevue Veter

ans Club was organized by a group of seven return
ing veterans of World War II, who met for the first
time at Resch's Café on Fairfield Ave. The club was

formed to provide social and recreational activities

for members, but also for the overall community.
The group elected Bill Frede as its first president
and began to recruit members. As membership in
creased, the club started meeting at the Bellevue
City Building. By 1948 the Bellevue Vets were gath
ering at the Avenue Night Club & Restaurant.
When they saw that a permanent meeting space
was needed, they held various fundraising events,
such as dances and raffles, and purchased a nine
acre lot on Fairfield Ave. (Ky. Rt. 8), near the
Bellevue-Newport border, for $1,400. Architect

BENNETT, VIRGINIA
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Leonard Smoot drew plans for a building, members

Cooley, Elizabeth M. “The Benham Brothers—Robert,

and moved to Cincinnati, and then about 1802 he

skilled in the various trades undertook the con

Peter and Richard,” BCHS 10, no. 1 (January 1952).

and his wife Elizabeth relocated to Lebanon, Ohio,

69–78.

struction, and the new meeting hall, with a baseball
diamond on the grounds, was dedicated in May
1955. The club intended to offer sports and recre
ation for the youth of the area. The originalfield was
enlarged with the help of the U.S. Army Reserves,
allowing for the placement of additional baseball
diamonds. In 1955 members organized their first
baseball league; softballand knothole baseball were
added later. In 1967 several horseshoe courts were

installed and a league was formed, horseshoes
proved to be very popular, so more courts were
added in 1980. Three years later, lights were in
stalled for night ball games. A volleyball league was
established in 1970, and the club developed three
volleyball courts, which drew participants from all
over Campbell Co. By 1977, when the Bellevue Vets
became a nonprofit entity, it had become one of the
largest private veterans organizations in the state.
In 2000 members built an addition to their club

house, enhancing the bar and grill.
The Vets raisemoneytooperate the club through
a variety of fundraisers. Their annual summer
carnival, which began in 1951, remains a popular
and widely anticipated event. They promote civic
pride and community improvement and conduct
several programs, such as the Christmas Relief
Fund, blood drives, and Stand Down, which offers

help and support to homeless veterans. Today
more than 1,000 children are involved in the Bel

levue Vets youth sports; the club has more than
450 members and is growing while many similar
organizations are closing.
“Bellevue Vets Club Dedicated," KTS, May 31, 1955, 1.
Roberts, Alice Kennelly. “Decades of Memories: Bel
levue Vets Club Celebrates 45th Anniversary," KP,
January 31, 1990,5KK.

Robin Caraway
BENHAM, JOSEPH SHALER (b. ca. 1795,

Newport, Ky.; d. July 15, 1840, Cincinnati, Ohio).
Joseph Shaler Benham, an attorney, was the 10th
child born to Captain Robert Benham and his
wife, Elizabeth. In about 1802 Robert Benham

moved his family to a farm in Lebanon, Ohio. Jo
seph attended one of the best schools in the area,
the Newport Academy, operated by Rev. Robert
Stubbs, and in about 1819 became a lawyer, open
ing his office in Cincinnati. About that time he
married Isabella Greer. When the French general
the Marquis de Lafayette, a Revolutionary War
hero, visited the region in 1825, local leaders chose
Joseph Benham to deliver the main welcoming
speech. In September 1826 he entered into part
nership with another attorney, Jefferson Phelps,
and they opened an office in downtown Coving
ton. Benham was considered one of the finest at

torneys in the Ohio Valley. In the late 1830s, he
served as editor of a patriotic weekly newspaper,
the Kentucky and Ohio Journal. Benham died at
the age of 45 and was buried at the Old Presbyte
rian Burying Grounds in Cincinnati; in 1858 his
remains were moved to Spring Grove Cemetery in
Cincinnati.

“Joseph S. Benham and Jefferson Phelps Practice Law

where he died and was buried. Forty years later,
James Berry, the founder of Jamestown (now Day

in Partnership," North Kentuckian, September 10,

ton) named a street near that fateful sandbar Ben

1836, 2.

ham St. in Robert Benham's honor.

Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati, Ohio.

BENHAM, ROBERT, CAPTAIN (b. November
7, 1750, Monmouth Co., N.J.; d. 1809, Lebanon,

Ohio). A Revolutionary War hero, an Indian
fighter, and an adventurer, Robert Benham was the
most daring and colorful of the six sons and
daughters of Peter and Anna James Benham. After
his mother died in 1758, his father married Cathe

rine Wessel, and the couple moved to Loudon Co.,
Va. The Benham children were left behind to be

raised by their maternal grandparents. Robert
Benham was a captain in the Revolutionary War,
serving as a government contract Indian fighter.
He participated in the Harmar, Wilkinson, St.
Clair, and Wayne campaigns into Indian Territory
north of the Ohio River in the 1780s and 1790s.

However, his most harrowing experience occurred
earlier, during the Battle of Dayton, Ky. (Rogers'
Defeat). He had been sent with 30 soldiers from

Fort Pitt to Kaskaskia, Ill., to deliver a message to
Gen. George Rogers Clark. At Louisville on the
return trip, his party joined Col. David Rogers and
his party of 40 soldiers, who were returning from
New Orleans after buying munitions from the
Spanish. On October 4, 1779, the combined party
landed their keelboats on the sandbar at what is

now Dayton to prepare breakfast. Seeing several
Indians approaching in canoes, they prepared for a
fight. Without warning, 200 Indians and British
soldiers led by the white renegade Simon Girty
suddenly overwhelmed the group. The attackers
had been hidden among the many willow trees that
covered the sandbar. Only a few of the 70 men with
Benham and Rogers were able to avoid death or
capture. Rogers was killed, and Benham was shot
through both legs but managed to remain unde
tected in a sandpit under a fallen tree. Shortly after
the massacre, the Indians left, but they returned
the next morning to strip the dead and steal their
keelboats. After they left the second time, Benham
shot at a raccoon in a nearby tree. Following the
gunshot, Robert Benham heard a man's voice and
called out to him. It turned out to be a fellow sol

dier, who had been shot through both arms. De
spite their wounds, the two men eventually made it
to the mouth of the Licking River. Some nineteen
days later, they were rescued by men in a small boat
moving down the Ohio River. They were taken to
Louisville, where both fully recovered and were
returned to their units.

After leaving the army, Benham visited family
in New Jersey, then moved to western Pennsylva
nia and later to Newport, Ky., and Losantiville
(Cincinnati), owning property in both towns. In
February 1792 he was granted the right to operate a
ferry between Cincinnati and both banks of the
Licking River on the Kentucky side. Benham be
came one of the first three justices of Campbell Co.
(1794). In 1797 he sold his land in Campbell Co.
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BENNETT, VIRGINIA (b. May 16, 1924, Day.
ton, Ky). Ohio River folklore historian Virginia
Bennett comes from a family of river people. The
only child of Elmer and Alene Dugray Bennett, she
grew up in Newport. On her father's side of the
family, her great-grandfather Capt. Edward Jack
son Smith worked on the river for 50 years. Captain
Smith was born in Maysville February 27, 1827.
His grandfather was frontiersman Daniel Boone's
brother, Edwin Boone. Captain Smith was a mas
ter pilot on the Ohio, Mississippi, and Tennessee
rivers. Virginia's father was paymaster, from 1933
until his death in 1944, on the wharf boat of the

Greene Line Steamboat Company at the foot of
Broadway in Cincinnati.
Virginia Bennett's first trip on the river oc
curred with her parents when she was two and a
half years old. Little Virginia liked the boat trip so
much that she hid on the boat because she did not

want to leave it. When she was in grade school, Vir
ginia would go to work on Sundays with her father
and help him tear off freightbills.She continued to
help her father after she graduated from Newport
High School. “I used to ride riverboats many days
after high school," she recalls. Bennett officially be
gan her career on the river after her father died. It
was then that she took over his job as a pay clerk for
the Greene Line Steamboat Company. This was the
beginning of a 24-year career, from 1944 to 1968,
with the company. In 1946 the Greene Line bought
the Steamer Delta Queen and brought the steam
boat to Cincinnati from California. For three

years, 1953–1955, Bennett worked onboard the
Steamer Delta Queen as an assistant purser. From
1969 to 1976 she took a break from the river to help
an ailing relative.
From 1977 to 1982 Bennett was an office clerk,

dispatcher, and paymaster for the Columbia Ma
rine Services, a Cincinnati-based harbor service

located in Ludlow. At the time she was the only
woman working at Columbia Marine Services.
Previously, her knowledge had been mostly related
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Because of her extensive knowledge and ser

to packet boats. This job increased her knowledge
of the towboat industry as well as of river people.

vice to the river, Bennett is listed as a resource for

Her work at Columbia Marine Services was what

towboat pilots in training at the Paducah Center

first earned her the nickname of “Harbor Mother."

for Maritime Education in Paducah.

Virginia Bennett is still known as Harbor Mother
to the riverboat and towboat pilots and captains
plying their trade up and down the Ohio River.

second floor was added over the tavern side of the

Bennett, Virginia. Interview by Victor Canfield, June

With her radio she could hear the boats broadcast

crew changes and the daily log of tows to be picked
up on the river. She would listen to these broad
casts and then contact families by telephone to tell
them of their husbands shift changes. It was in this
way that Bennett became acquainted with many
people. In 1985 she received her first two-way,

when it froze, the ice was harvested and stored in a

Cornwell, Lisa. "Harbor Mistress. To Boat Captains,
Ohio River Maven Is Just 'Mom," Chicago Tri
bune, March 12, 2000,sec. 12, p. 3.

"Love for Ohio River Shapes Life of Harbor
Mother." MSNBC Breaking News. www.msnbc.
com/local/RTCIN/3229.asp (accessed August 7,
2006).

Friedman, Roslyn. "Virginia Bennett a Part of Tall

Stacks since the Beginning,” Cincinnati Senior
Monthly, October 1995, 3.
“"Harbor Mother Has Helm at Columbia," KP, May

hand-held marine radio, which enabled her to talk
24, 1980, 2K.

with towboat pilots, tourist boats, and excursion
boats from her Covington apartment along the
Ohio River. Over the years, Bennett has become
known up and down the Ohio River and its tribu
taries. Her river career shifted in 1983 to BB Riv

erboats in Covington, where she worked until her
retirement in 1991. For three years before she re
tired, Bennett was a weekly contributor to the Wa
terways Journal in a column called Cincinnati

Hicks, Jack. “Memories Breathe Life into River Ex

hibit," KP, July 11, 1994, IK–2K.
Kinney, Courtney. “River-Watcher's Vigilance Hon
ored by Navigation Light," KP, April 25, 2000, 2K.
Smith, Captain David. “Coast Guard Installs Vir
ginia Bennett Light,” Waterways Journal, June 5,
2000, 6.

"Virginia Bennett . . . Mother of the Harbor.” Inside

large icehouse, where the supply lasted throughout
the year (see Icehouses). The hotel quickly became
a gathering place for town meetings, parties, cele
brations, and other occasions. The Bentels' hotel

was the place to be in Brent. But Adam Bentel died
in 1889, and in 1895 Augusta sold the business to
Augustus Miller's oldest son, Gustav V. "Gus"
Miller and his wife, Margaret Weisman Miller. The
name was changed to Miller's Inn. Workers build
ing the locks and dams on the Ohio River began to
frequent the establishment, as did railroad men
from the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad's com
pany town, Silver Grove, built in 1914 just southeast
of Brent. Margaret Miller became sole owner of the
inn when Gus died in 1921. She added a screened-in

porch to the east side of the building for outdoor
dining. When the 18th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution ushered in Prohibition in 1919, Mar

Fort Thomas, July 2006, l.
Wecker, David. "Civil War Letters Tell of Man's Love

News.

for Family," KP, March 24, 1982, 2K.

garet turned to her specialty, fried chicken dinners,
to retain her clientele, apparently with much suc
cess. At the end of Prohibition in December 1933,

In 1999 the Chicago Tribune reported that "a
Vic Canfield

crew from the Coast Guard cutter Obion, based in

Owensboro, Ky., presented Bennett in October
with a mile marker: 471.5." The article went on to

building. A pond was built on the property and,

24, 2006, Covington, Ky.

In 1955 Bennett obtained a Hallicrafter radio

from the widow of Harry Reardon, a river pilot.

cation near Newport on December 30, 1875, man
agement of the inn reverted once again to Adam
and Augusta Bentel, and they called it the Bentel
Hotel. The blacksmith shop ceased to operate, but a

Margaret turned over operation of the business, but
not the ownership, to one of her sons, Edward, and
his wife, Hazel Blades Miller. They discontinued

explain that such recognition is usually given to
"people who are special to the river community.
Bennett qualifies in part because of her work in
historic preservation."
Over the years, many towboat operators and
others with private collections offered river memo
rabilia to Bennett or sought her help in directing
such items to the proper places. These significant
items would have been lost without her guiding

BENTEL HOTEL/MILLER'S INN. Augustus
Miller, an 1852 immigrant from Bavaria, Germany,
was trained as a blacksmith in Newport. At age 21,
he opened a combination hotel, tavern, blacksmith
shop, and grocery in Brent in 1861. He served trav
elers along the Ohio River trail, which was part of
the route covered by Mary Ingles in 1775 on her
trek back home to Virginia (see Mary Ingles
Highway). Brent, then known variously as Coney
Island Station and as part of Cold Spring Precinct,

Only the tavern survived, under the name Miller's
Inn. But it had slot machines, and perhaps other
gambling occurred there in the “wide open" days of
midcentury Campbell Co.
In 1960 the State of Kentucky, which had pur
chased the Twelve Mile Turnpike in 1916, widened
the road on which Miller's Inn was located, Ky. Rt.

them to river collections in the area where the items

was served by neither road nor railroad. For packet

8, and the 100-year-old inn had to be demolished.

would be most appreciated. Much of her acclaim is
for her contributions of river memorabilia to many
institutions that preserve river history. She has
helped establish river collections at the Behringer
Crawford Museum, Covington; the Howard

boats going downriver, and for pack trains on the
trail, the inn was a welcome sight, signaling that
Newport and Cincinnati were near. The first floor
of the two-story portion of the brick structure
served as a dining room. Hotel guests and the ex
tended Miller family occupied rooms on the sec
ond floor. The east side of the building was the tav

It was burned in a controlled fire on August 10,

Steamboat Museum, Jeffersonville, ind; the River
Museum, Point Pleasant, W.Va.; the Cincinnati and

Kentucky historical societies; the Inland Rivers col
lection in Ohio at the Public Library of Cincinnati
and Hamilton County; and the Seamen's Church
Institute's library in New York City. On April 22,
2000, a rare honor was bestowed on Virginia Ben
nett. The U.S. Coast Guard erected the Virginia
Bennett light on the south bank of the Ohio River
immediately below her apartment in Covington.
Capt. David Smith commented that "few living
people have been so honored by the Coast Guard."
Cincinnati'Tall Stacks is a grand event celebrat
ing the steamboat era and heritage in Cincinnati
and Northern Kentucky. Bennett was involved in
the planning of the first Tall Stacks in 1988 and
continues to participate in each of the Tall Stacks
celebrations. In 2003 she was honored by being
designated the Grand Marshall of the Tall Stacks
parade of boats.

ern. On the west side was a wooden kitchen and

next to it a large stable, where Miller did his black
Smithing. The business had just opened when the
Civil War erupted. On November 28, 1861, Au
gustus Miller joined the 4th Ohio Cavalry at Camp

the hotel business around World War II, and
meals ceased to be served when Hazel died in 1951.

1960. Ed Miller built a new, smaller Miller's Inn

tavern farther back from the highway. After his
death in 1968, his sister, Florence Miller, operated
the tavern until she died in 1979. Her death marked

the end of the business begun by Augustus Miller
in 1861. The "new" Miller's Inn building now serves
as the office of an electric contractor.

“Century-Old Tavern Makes Way for Road,” KP, Au
gust 11, 1960,27K.

"Historic Miller's Inn Burned, Intentionally." KE, Au

Dennison, Ohio, as a blacksmith, for a term of three

gust 11, 1960, 3.
Roster Commission, comp. Official Roster of the Sol

years, and while he was away, his sister, Augusta

diers of the State of Ohio in the War of the Rebel

Eva Miller Bentel, and her husband, Adam Bentel,

lion, 1861–1866. Vol. 11. Akron, Ohio; Werner, 1891.
Venable, Robert Michael. Will and Gus. Fort Thomas,

ran the business. Augustus returned to Brent after
he was discharged from the service on November
30, 1864.

By the late 1860s, the Twelve Mile Turnpike
was being built where only a trail had previously
existed, and the inn was strategically located near
the road's bridge over Four Mile Creek. Business
was good, as traffic going past the inn was dramati
cally increased by the turnpike. After Augustus
Miller died of gunshot wounds suffered in an alter

Ky: Privately published, 2002.
Robert Michael Venable

BENTON, MORTIMER M. (b. January 21,
1807, Benton, Ontario Co., N.Y.; d. March 5, 1885,

Covington, Ky.) Mortimer Murray Benton, the
first mayor of Covington, was the son of Joseph
and Amy Reynolds Benton. His birthplace was
named for an ancestor, Levi Benton. Benton's fa

BERNSTEIN, BENJAMIN L.
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He was buried in Highland Cemetery in Fort

the settlement, which was once home to the South

Mitchell.

Fork Christian Church, a blacksmith, a general
store, a steam sawmill, and public scales. Today
there is a boat ramp along the creek, providing easy

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.
Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
"Funeral Notice,” KSJ, March 7, 1885,2.
Reis, Jim. "Covington's First Mayor Was Man of Solid
Values," KP, June 24, 2002,4K.

recreational access to the Ohio River. The area has

been bypassed at least twice: first by the opening of
U.S. 42 to Louisville, and more recently by I-71.

—"Past Vip's," KP, October 20, 1986,4K.
Jim Reis

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons

Mortimer Murray Benton.
ther, Joseph, was a surveyor. When Mortimer Ben
ton was nine years old, his family moved to Frank
lin Co., Ind., where he grew up and began the study

BENTON STATION. In August 1853 the Cov
ington and Lexington Railroad opened its rail
link between Covington and DeMossville, as it
built its way toward Lexington. By 1879 there were
11 train stations along this route, to serve towns
along the way. The wealthy businessman Samuel T.
Roberts started a village around the fourth rail stop
from Covington, which was called Benton Station.
It was near the Licking River, between Visalia and
Morning View. An early plat shows 36 building lots

influx of German settlers, it became Berlin. When

Casey, and Water. A small, bustling community de
veloped, with a church, a school, several stores, a

the community was incorporated, court was con
ducted there. Berlin had a post office until 1913.
The 1871 Barretts map of Bracken Co. indicated
that leaf tobacco was grown there and that Berlin
hadamedical doctorandwheelwright, blacksmith,
dry goods, and grocery businesses. As of Septem

tobacco warehouse, and a town hall. Later, Benton

worked as a store clerk and completed his educa
tion in 1828. He became a law partner in the Cov
ington firm of Jefferson Phelps in 1831.
As an attorney, Benton gained local stature,
and when Covington was incorporated on Febru
ary 24, 1834, he became the mayor. He served until
October 2, 1835, when he resigned; but he re
mained active in Covington city government: his
name appeared on city records as clerk, and he was
council president from 1849 to 1853. Benton was
president of the Covington Literary Association
and is credited with helping the Covington and
Lexington Railroad obtain a state charter; he be
came the railroad's president in 1850. Because of

was granted a post office, and W. W. Spillman was
the postmaster. Spillman also servedasticket agent
at the Benton railway station.
An 1878 newspaper article described Benton as
one of the most delightful places for the location of
a town in the entire Licking River valley. When
Decoursey Pk., the Three-L Highway (Ky. Rt.
177) was built through the area, the railroad be.
came less important, and the train station closed.
Over the years, fire destroyed several commercial
buildings in Benton, many people moved away,
and the town lost its identity. Today, little remains

motive was made by the Kentucky Locomotive and
Machine Works for the Covington and Lexington
Railroad, it was christened the M. M. Benton in

May 1857. Benton served in the Kentucky House of
Representatives in 1863 and the Kentucky Senate
in 1865.

This 1865 senate election was contested by
John G. Carlisle, on the grounds that the mili
tary had interfered. Benton had strong pro-Union
feelings during the Civil War, and election offi
cials were accused of prohibiting supporters of the
South from voting in the race. In the new election
that was held, Benton lost. His opponent termed
Benton a radical Republican and an abolitionist;
Benton referred to himself as simply a Union man.
Physically, Benton was an imposing figure,
standing six feet tall. He married Angeline Clem
ons on March 10, 1832. He was active in the Epis
copal Church, and one of his sons, Mortimer Ben
ton Jr., became a minister in Maysville. Two of his
other sons, John C. Benton and William K. Ben

ton, became attorneys and worked in their father's
law firm.
Mortimer Benton died in 1885. One local news

paper called him a pioneer of the state, and his fu
neral drew Kentucky's most prominent citizens.

BERLIN. Berlin (also spelled Burlin), a small.com.
munity that was once incorporated in the western
half of Bracken Co., is located along Ky. Rt. 10 (the
Willow-Lenoxburg Road). In times past it was a
rest stop on the buffalo trace for travelers on their
way to Falmouth. Originally known as Pleasant
Ridge, by 1859 it was called Hagensville. After an

along five streets. Washington, Benton, Main,

of law. He then moved to Cincinnati, where he

his work with the railroad, when a new steam loco

to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.

of what was once the town of Benton. Two of the

ber 2004, two businesses remained: an automotive

garage and Figgins Market, which is a combina
tion grocery, deli, gas station, and pizza parlor. To
bacco continues to be grown in the immediate
area. Two churches in the community take care of
the spiritual needs of the local residents. Berlin
Baptist Church and Forest Hills Baptist Church.
Blackerby Cemetery, named for an early promi
nent family of Berlin, is nearby at the intersection
of Haley Ridge Rd. and Ky. Rt. 10.

original streets no longer exist, and another is used
for access to the Thorn Hill Drag Strip. Several
years ago, a developerattempted to revive the area
by building a subdivision, but financial problems
caused the project to fail. Presently there are only
five or six widely scattered homes where the proud
little town once stood. The area is now a part of the
city of Kenton, which is located just to the south
along Ky. Rt. 177.

An Atlas of Bracken and Pendleton Counties, Ky.

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
"Benton," Newport Local, March 28, 1878, 1.
"Former Postmaster." Newport Local, October 31,

Paul John Schewene

1878, 1.

"Kenton County—Benton," Newport Local, April 25,
1878, 1.

"Noon News," DC, September 25, 1883, 1.
BERKSHIRE. In the southwestern part of Boone
Co. is the area known as Berkshire, formerly called
South Fork because of its proximity to the South
Fork Creek (modern Big South Fork Creek), which
empties into Big Bone Creek nearby. The Gallatin
Co. boundary line is less than a mile to the west. A
post office operated at South Fork in 1853–1854
under the name Slusher, and it reopened as Berk
shire for the period 1881–1882 and again from 1888
to 1919, Ky. Rt. 1925 (the Old Louisville Rd.) skirts

Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1884.

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County. Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky.
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.
Brooksville Centennial Celebration, 1839–1939.

Brooksville, Ky: Brooksville and Bracken Fire De
partment, n.d. Ica. 1940.

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing.
ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1984.

BERNSTEIN, BENJAMIN L. (b. January 25,
1921, Cincinnati, Ohio; d. January 27, 1992, Cin
cinnati, Ohio), Ben Bernstein, a prominent North
ern Kentucky restaurateur, was the son of Arron
and Dora Handelsman Bernstein. He graduated
from Walnut Hills High School and the University
of Cincinnati in Ohio. During World War II
Bernstein served in the U.S. Army for four years,
seeing combat in Africa, France, and Italy. Upon
his return to the United States, he joined his fami
ly's dress-manufacturing business in downtown
Cincinnati. In 1961 he started his first restaurant,

Gregory's Steak House, a business that later ex
panded into four locations. In 1963 he joined the
U.S. State Department's USAID program under
President John Kennedy (1960–1963) and, along
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with his wife, Shirley, and their children, Linda,

to Newport to speak at the Independent Order

Jim, and Alan, moved to Quito, Ecuador, where

of Odd Fellows Hall at Sixth and York Sts., she

Bernstein worked until 1968. When he returned to

stayed in the home of Anna Shaler Berry, at Third

Kentucky, he opened the El Greco (formerly the
Isle of Capri) restaurant in Southgate.
An inspired entrepreneur, Bernstein bought
the Mike Fink riverboat in 1976 from Captain
John Beatty, who had turned it into Northern
Kentucky's first floating restaurant. The vessel re
mains anchoredata site parallel to Covington's sce
nic Riverside Dr. Along with his familyanda friend,
Betty Blake, Bernstein started a business known

and York Sts.

Albert Seaton Berry died of pneumonia on
January 6, 1908, in his home. Grief over her hus
band's death apparently contributed to Anna's
death, one month later. Both were interred in a

vault at Evergreen Cemetery in Southgate.
"Death Again Invades Berry Home"KP February 8,
1908, 5.

"Funeral Services at Berry Home," KP February 10,

as BB Riverboats. The business's first riverboat,

1908, 5.

the Betty Blake, was the official riverboat at the

Reis, Jim. "They Fought to Secure Equal Rights for
Women," KP, August 4, 2003,4K.
RootsWeb.com. "Albert Seaton Berry, 1836-1908."

1982 World Fair in Knoxville,Tenn. BB Riverboats

then bought another riverboat, the Chaperon, and
today the fleet consists of the Belle of Cincinnati,
the Mark Twain, the River Queen, the River Raft,
the Shirley B, and other floating units. In 1982 the
Bernstein family started a catering company as an
offshoot of BB Riverboats. In 1984 they opened a
Chuck E Cheese franchise unit in Florence, Ky.
During the mid-1980s, the family opened four ad
ditional restaurant operations: Benjamin's, Cov
ington Landing, Crocket's River Café, and Shirley's.
Bernstein died at his Cincinnati home in late Janu

www.rootsweb.com (accessed October 14, 2006).

"To Perfect Deeds." KP, April 23, 1907.5.

Albert S. Berry
he was defeated in the election. He served in the

ary 1992 and was buried at Spring Grove Cemetery
in that city. His children and grandchildren con
tinue to operate the family businesses.

U.S. House of Representatives from 1892 until
1902. Berry was appointed Campbell Co. Circuit
Court judge in 1904, a position he held until his
death in 1908. He died in Newport at age 70 and
was buried in Evergreen Cemetery in Southgate.

Bernstein, Alan. Interview by Nancy J. Tretter, Janu
ary 7, 2005, Covington, Ky.

Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincin

"Fink Owner Bernstein Is Dead." KP, January 21,
1992, 1K.

Nancy J. Tretter

ation he was admitted to the bar. He was named

Newport city attorney in 1858 and served for two
years. In 1861 he joined the Kentucky 5th Cavalry
Unit of the Confederate Army as a private, serving
until the end of the war, when he was discharged as
a captain. Three days before Gen. Robert E. Lee's
surrender at Appomattox, Berry was captured by
Union Forces and imprisoned for two months at
Johnson's Island, Ohio. After being released, he re
turned to his legal practice in Newport. In 1867 he
married Ann Shaler, daughter of Nathaniel Burger
Shaler and Ann Southgate Shaler (daughter of
Richard Southgate). The couple had five children.
Berry served as mayor of Newport from 1870 to
1876 and then purchased the Newport and Cincin
nati Ferry Company (see Ferries) in 1879. He was a
state senator from 1878 to 1883 and was the Demo

cratic candidate for Kentucky governor in 1887, but

the Ohio River, to Fulton, Ohio. When he died in

nati: I. M. Armstrong, 1878.

"Hon. A.S. Berry, DC, July 21, 1881, I.
RootsWeb.com. "Albert S. Berry." Campbell County,
Kentucky Biographies. www.rootsweb.com (ac
cessed November 22, 2005).

BERRY, ALBERT S., CAPTAIN (b. May 13,
1837, Dayton, Ky., d. January6, 1908, Newport, Ky.)
Albert Seaton Berry, a Confederate officer, a politi
cian, and a judge, was the son of James T. Berry
(founder of Jamestown, now part of Dayton, Ky.)
and Virginia Wise Berry. He was a grandson of
Washington Berry and Alice Thornton Taylor
Berry, who was a sister of James Taylor Jr.,
founder of Newport. Albert's early education was
in Newport schools, and he attended Miami Uni
versity at Oxford, Ohio, graduating in 1856, and
went on to the Cincinnati Law School. After gradu

BERRY, JAMES T. (b. March 17, 1806, Dayton,
Ky; d. January 29, 1864, Dayton, Ky.) James Thomas
Berry, the cofounder of Jamestown, was one of the
12 children born to Washington Berry and Alice
Thornton Taylor, a sister of Gen. James Taylor Jr.,
founder of Newport. In 1792, on the advice of his
brother-in-law, Washington Berry purchased the
1,000 acres where Dayton, Ky., now stands from
Katie and Caroline Muse, daughters of George
Muse. The following year, Washington Berry and
his family moved onto their new land. He farmed
the site and also operated a ferry service across

Jack Wessling

1813, he left the western portion of the farm

(known as Fairfield) to his wife; the eastern por
tion was divided among his nine surviving chil
dren. Over the next several years, James bought
out the interests of his brothers and sisters and

acquired sole ownership of the eastern portion of
BERRY, ANNA SHALER (b. 1845, Newport,
Ky; d. February 8, 1908, Newport, Ky.) Women's
rights activist Anna Shaler Berry was the daughter
of Nathaniel Burger Shaler, a medical doctor
and surgeon at the Newport Barracks. Her
mother was the former Ann Southgate, daughter
of Richard Southgate, a wealthy landholder and
owner of the Southgate Mineral Wells health re
sortin Southgate, Ky.
In 1867 Shaler married Albert Seaton Berry,
son of James T. Berry, founder of Jamestown
(Dayton, Ky), and grandson of Washington Berry
and Alice Taylor Berry, sister of James Taylor Jr.,
founder of Newport. AnnaShalerand Albert Seaton
Berry became the parents of five children, Albert
Seaton Jr., Alice, Anna, Robert, and Shaler. During
the Civil War, Albert Seaton Berry Sr. fought with
the Kentucky 5th Cavalry of the Confederate Army
for more than four years. He later servedas mayor of
Newport, as state senator, as U.S. congressman, and
as Campbell Co. Circuit Court judge. Albert is also
credited with the founding of Bellevue, Ky.
Anna Shaler Berry became a dedicated wom
en's rights activist. She was a close friend of Mary
Barlow Trimble and Susan B. Anthony. The three
women campaigned tirelessly for the legal rights of
women, especially the right to vote (see Women's
Suffrage). In October 1879, when Anthony came

the farm.

James Berry married Virginia Wise of Alexan
dria, Ky., on December 16, 1832, and the couple had

two children, Albert Seaton Berry and Virginia
Berry. Berry and his family continued to work the
farm and operate the ferry service begun by his
father. In 1848 Berry entered into apartnership with
James McArthur and Henry Walker to found the
city of Jamestown (in Campbell Co.) Berry died in
1864 and was buried in the family plot in Evergreen
Cemetery, Southgate, Ky. He was survived by his
wife Virginia and their two children, Albert Seaton
Berry and Virginia Berry Spence, who became the

mother of well-known congressman Brent Spence.
Several years after Berry's death, Jamestown was
merged with Brooklyn to form the present City of
Dayton. James T. Berry is an important link be
tween Newport's founding Taylor family and its
20th-century descendants.
"Berry Family" vertical file, Kenton Co. Public Library.
"The Late Major James T. Berry," CDE, March 9,
1864, 3.

Reis, Jim. "Union Gave Birth to Today's Dayton," KP.
March 23, 1992, 4K.

BERRY. THEODORE MOODY (b. November

8, 1905, Maysville, Ky; d. October 15, 2000, Cincin
nati, Ohio). Ted Berry, the first African American

BERTELSMAN, WILLIAM O.
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While attending the University of Cincinnati,
he worked at the Newport steel mills. He later went
to law school, and in 1932 he passed the bar and
began practicing law in Cincinnati. Berry was ap
pointed the first African American assistant prose
cuting attorney for Ohio's Hamilton Co. In 1938 he

commissioner, county treasurer, and board chair
man of the Newport Academy, the first school in
Northern Kentucky. He also operated a ferry ser
vice across the Ohio River at Dayton.
Washington Berry died in 1813. When his son
James died on January 29, 1864, Washington Ber
ry's remains were exhumed and reburied next to
hisson's in Southgate's Evergreen Cemetery. Wash
ington Berry left the western part of the farm to his
wife and the eastern portion to his children. His
son James bought out the interests of his siblings
and became sole owner of the eastern portion,

Thomas Grade School in Fort Thomas; his high
school and higher education was obtained in Cin
cinnati, where he graduated from St. Xavier High
School (1954), Xavier University (with a BA in
1958, summa cum laude), and the University of
Cincinnati College of Law (1961). In law school he

married Johnnie Mae Elaine Newton of Cincinnati.

where, in 1848, he established a new settlement,

was associate editor of the law review and a mem

In 1935, while serving as an attorney for the
Cincinnati branch of the NAACP, Berry became
actively involved in a capital murder case in Cov
ington that concerned the death sentence of a
Covington African American resident, John “Pete"
Montjoy. The case had been brought to the atten
tion of Berry and the NAACP because of the nu
merous constitutional questions involved.
In 1956, when Berry was vice mayor and a
councilman in Cincinnati, he spoke on the topic
“Our Responsibility for World Understanding" for
a Woman's Society of Christian Service workshop
held at the Covington Ninth St. Methodist Episco
pal Church. It was an integrated gathering. In 1957
Berry made his next appearance in Covington as
the guest speaker at the dedication of the reno
vated L. B. Fouse Civic Center. Berry commended
the civic league for its efforts in the community
and encouraged the adults to take the lead in youth
guidance. Having served as vice mayor of Cincin
nati in the mid-1950s, in 1972 Berry was elected
the first African American mayor of Cincinnati

Jamestown. Washington's wife sold her part of the

ber of the Order of the Coif. He graduated first in

farm in 1849 to two Cincinnati steamboat build

his class. Bertelsman has resided in Fort Thomas

ers, Burton and Lewis Hazen, and they began an
other town, Brooklyn. In 1867 the two towns
merged to form the present city of Dayton.

all his life, with the exception of military service in
1963–1964. In 1959 he married Margaret Ann
“Peggy" Martin, also a lifelong resident of Fort
Thomas. They have three daughters.

to serve as mayor of Cincinnati, was the son of Cora
Berry. With his mother and his siblings, he moved
from Mason Co., Ky., to Cincinnati at a young age
and attended public schools there. In 1924 Berry
graduated from Woodward High School, where he
was the first African American valedictorian.

Hartman, Margaret Strebel, and W. Rus Stevens.
Campbell County Kentucky History and Gene
alogy. Campbell Co., Ky. W. R. Stevens, 1984.
“The James Taylor Narrative, 1840," Kenton Co. Pub
lic Library, Covington, Ky.
Wessling, Jack. Early History of Campbell County,
Kentucky. Alexandria, Ky:Privately published, 1997.

Jack Wessling
BERTELSMAN, ODIS W. (b. May 14, 1900,
Newport, Ky; d. July 13, 1991, Fort Thomas, Ky).
This lawyer and Campbell Co. judge was educated
in local schools. He served in World War I and

was one of the youngest soldiers to have served
from Campbell Co. After leaving the Army, Ber
telsman attended the YMCA Law School in Cin

cinnati (later the Chase College of Law). He set

and served until 1975.

up his legal practice in Newport, where he was ad
Berry died in 2000 and was buried in Spring
Grove Cemetery, Cincinnati. The Theodore M.
Berry International Friendship Park, along Cin
cinnati's Eastern Ave., was dedicated in his honor

in May 2003. The Theodore M. Berry Way con
nects Paul Brown Stadium with the National Un

mitted to the American and the Campbell Co. bar
associations. He married Dorothy Gegan and the
couple had a son, William. Bertelsman was elected
as a Republican to be Campbell Co. judge in 1936
and served in that capacity until 1948, when he re
tired to resume his legal practice. He practiced law

derground Freedom Center.
then with his son William Bertelsman, who later

“Berry Speaks at Dedication,” CE, December 16,
1957, 54.

“Churchwomen Plan Workshop," KTS, March 7,

became a federal district judge.
Odis Bertelsman served locally as a director of

tucky's first resident federal judge, is the son of
Odis W. and Dorothy Gegan Bertelsman. Both
parents' families were residents of Northern Ken
tucky for several generations. Odis W. Bertels
man was the county judge of Campbell Co. from
1936 to 1948. William Bertelsman attended St.

Bertelsman was commissioned as a second

lieutenant in the Army Artillery upon graduation
from Xavier University. He was a member of an
Ohio National Guard unit and a Kentucky Na
tional Guard unit during law school and until
1963, when he was called to active duty. He held
the rank of captain when his military service was
completed in 1964.
Bertelsman practiced with his father in the
Newport law firm Bertelsman & Bertelsman and
served during that period as city attorney of High
land Heights. He was active in professional civic
organizations during those years, as a member of
the American, Kentucky, and Campbell Co. bar
associations. (The Campbell Co. Bar Association
later merged into the Northern Kentucky Bar
Association.) He served on the Board of Gover

nors of the Kentucky Bar Association from 1976
until his appointment to the federal bench in 1979.
He was a member of the Newport Optimists and
the Northern Kentucky Chamber of Com
merce, serving on the board of directors of the lat
terfor several years. He was president of the North
ern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce in 1974.
Bertelsman had a wide general and civil prac
tice. The firm's clients included several insurance

companies, two railroads, two banks, a savings and
the Bellevue Commercial Bank and was on the ad
loan firm, and a school district. Bertelsman also

1956, 2A.

visory board of the Kentucky Enterprise Bank. He
Pulfer, Laura. “It Shows We Can Do Better—Ted Ber

was also a member of the American Legion and
ry's Park,” CE, May 20, 2003, B1.
Wright, George C. Racial Violence in Kentucky:
1865–1940. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State Univ.

the Masonic Order (see Masons). He practiced
with the Newport law firm of Bertelsman, Kauf
man, Seidenfaden, and Kolentse from 1979 until

Press, 1990,
Theodore H. H. Harris

BERRY, WASHINGTON (b. ca. 1764, Stafford

shortly before his death. Bertelsman was 91 when
he died at St. Luke Hospital East in Fort Thomas.
He was survived by his wife, Dorothy, his son Wil
liam, and a sister, Wilma Hoess. Private funeral

Co., Va.; d. May 4, 1813, Campbell Co., Ky). Wash
ington Berry, a landowner and a city and county

Washington Berry. In 1791 he married AliceThorn

services were held at the Dobbling Funeral Home
in Fort Thomas, and burial was in the Evergreen
Cemetery Mausoleum in Southgate.

ton Taylor, the sister of Gen. James Taylor Jr.,
founder of Newport; Washington and Alice Berry

“Bertelsman," KP, July 15, 1991, 12.
“Judge Odis W. Bertelsman, 70 Years of Law," KP, July

officeholder, was the son of Thomas and Elizabeth

had nine children. In 1792, on the advice of his

brother-in-law Taylor, Berry purchased from Katie
and Caroline Muse the 1,000 acres where Dayton,
Ky., now stands. Berry held several positions in
Campbell Co. He was Newport city trustee, county

15, 1991, 12.

represented plaintiffs in various kinds of cases. He
was on the plaintiffs' lead counsel committee for
the Beverly Hills Supper Club firelitigation from
the time of the Beverly Hills tragedy in 1977 until
his appointment as judge. He wrote several law re
view and law periodical articles and was commis
sioned by the West Publishing Company to prepare
a new edition of West's treatise on Kentucky Civil
Procedure (completed in 1984 with coauthor Kurt
Philipps). He also taught courses in civil procedure,
equity, legal ethics, and corporations at the Univer
sity of Cincinnati College of Law.
In 1979 President Jimmy Carter (1977–1981),

through U.S. attorney general Griffin Bell, estab

BERTELSMAN, WILLIAM O. (b. January 31,

lished nonpartisan commissions to screen candi
dates for federal judgeships. At the same time, Ken
tucky received three new district judgeships because
of the huge backlog of black lung, social security,

1936). William Odis Bertelsman, Northern Ken

and other civil cases that had accumulated. The

“Odis Bertelsman, Ft. Thomas,” CE, July 7, 1991, A7.
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BETHANY CHURCH OF CHRIST

crisis was especially acute with regard to black lung

eral Judges. During 2005–2006 he served as a

there; a nearby pond was used for baptisms. A full

cases; there were several thousand that had been

member of the Judicial Conference of the United

time minister was later hired and the church be

pending for years. The nonpartisan commission
nominated three attorneys for each of the three
judgeships. One was to be stationed at Covington,
which had never had a resident judge. The other
panels of nominees were designated for Lexington

States, the primary administrative body of the U.S.
judiciary. For many years, he wrote a quarterly

came known as the Bethany Church of Christ. A
tornado destroyed the church building in 1936 and
a new one, still in use, was erected and completed
in 1939. Additions to supply classrooms and a choir

and Pikeville. Bertelsman was one of those nomi

nated by the commission for the Covington seat.
Although a Republican, he was appointed as U.S.
district judge by Carter in November 1979. The U.S.
Senate confirmed the appointment on November
27, 1979, and Judge Bertelsman was sworn into of
fice on December 10, 1979.

Until these appointments were made, the Cov
ington Division of the U.S. District Court for the
Eastern District of Kentucky was essentially a ru
ral court. The judge came to town twice a year to
hold terms ofcourt. At those times the judge would
empanel agrand jury, try all the criminal cases that
had been docketed in the past six months, qualify
a civil jury panel, call the entire civil docket, rule
on all pending motions, and try all civil cases that
were ready for trial. In earlier times, these tasks
would usually be accomplished in two weeks; the
types of cases were much less complex than cases
later became. In the preceding 10 years, however,
there had been a litigation explosion of both civil
and criminal cases, so that the docket at Coving

informal column for Bench and Bar, the official

magazine of the Kentucky Bar Association. He is a
frequent speaker at local and national seminars
and has also taught federal procedure and federal
practice classes at the Salmon P. Chase College
of Law of Northern Kentucky University in
Highland Heights from 1989 until the present.
As a federal district judge, Bertelsman is in
vited, as are other district judges from the circuit,
to sit by designation with the Sixth Circuit Court
of Appeals, usually once a year for two to four days
per sitting. Therefore, he has had the opportunity
to write several opinions for that court. Some of
these, such as Street v. J.C. Bradford Co., 886 F.2d
1472 (6th Cir. 1989) (a new approach to summary
judgments) and Pearson v. City of Grand Blanc,
961 F.2d 1211 (1992) (setting federal standards for
reviewing zoning cases), established the law of the
circuit on various subjects.
In February 2001 Judge Bertelsman took se

loft were added in 1973. Behind the church is a

cemetery, which has not been used since 1916; it
includes monuments to several Civil War veter
ans who are interred there.

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County. Bicentennial ed. Brooksville, Ky:
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.
Caroline R. Miller

BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH. On Sun

day, November 28, 1937, Pastor O. H. Schmidt de
livered the dedication sermon to an overflow audi

ence in the new Bethany Lutheran Church on
Madison Ave. in Covington. Schmidt, the pastor at
the Concordia Lutheran Church in Cincinnati,

mained the same. Trials of civil cases were sus

Circuit in Seattle and San Francisco, the U.S. Dis

pended since criminal cases had priority. At Cov
ington there were several hundred civil cases ready

trict Courtin Albuquerque, the U.S. District Court

had petitioned the Central District Mission Board
of the Missouri Synod in 1931 about surveying
Northern Kentucky with the prospect of starting a
church. The fledgling church was officially sanc
tioned at the Missouri Synod's Convention of the
Central District in 1933, with $1,100 budgeted for
an 11-month period to accomplish this mission.
Victor M. Selle, a candidate for ministry, se
cured space in rooms above an “undertaker's par
lor" for $20 per month in rent, and the first wor
ship service was held there on September 24, 1933.

for South Carolina in Charleston, and the U.S. Dis

The name Bethany was adopted, the neighborhood

for trial that still needed to have their trials set.

trict Court for the Southern District of Ohio in

Bertelsman had promised the bar and the pub
lic that he would bring the Covington docket cur
rent and keep it current, disposing of as many cases
each year as were filed, and he has kept the prom
ise. Doing so required implementing several man
agement devices that were new to this area, such as
serious treatment of summary judgment motions,
bifurcation of issues for trial, the use of pretrial
conferences and proceedings to narrow the issues,

Cincinnati and Dayton, Ohio. He has also contin

was canvassed to invite people to worship, and the
church quickly grew. Bethany Lutheran Church
was officially organized on April 12, 1934, with 24
communing members. By June that year, Selle was

nior status, a form of semiretirement afforded to

than tripled, while the number of judges had re

federal judges, allowing them to continue in ser
vice with a reduced caseload. Senior federal judges
may sit by designation on any federal court in the
nation. Under this program, Bertelsman has sat
with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Cir
cuit in N.Y., the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth

ton, as elsewhere in the Eastern District, had more

andsettlement conferences. Bertelsman introduced

the summary jury trial—a type of mock trial used
for settlement—to Northern Kentucky.
During his years on the bench, Bertelsman has
served as chief judge of the U.S. District Court for
the Eastern District of Kentucky (1991–1998) and
chair of the district's Judicial Reform Act Commit

tee, which was mandated by the Judicial Reform
Act passed by Congress in 1991 (the “Biden Bill").
He was also a member of the Judicial Council of

the Sixth Circuit for seven years. He was appointed
by the chief justice of the United States to serve on
the U.S. Judicial Conference's Standing Commit
tee on Practice and Procedure (1989–1995), a com

mittee that is responsible for continually updating
and revising all of the sets of federal procedure
rules: civil, criminal, appellate, and bankruptcy.
As part of his service on the Standing Committee,
he was designated by the chair as a liaison member
of the Advisory Committee on Civil Rules. In 1999
he was also a member of a committee appointed by
the chief justice to revise the Bench Book for Fed

ued his annual service with the Sixth Circuit. He

continues to serve as a trial judge at Covington and
throughout the Eastern District of Kentucky.
Bertelsman's most significant opinions include
American Civil Liberties Union v. Wilkinson,

701 F.Supp. 1296 (E.D. Ky. 1988) (the constitution
ality of Christmas display), aff'd, 895 F. 2d 1098
(6th Cir. 1990); Granzeier v. Middleton, 955 F.

Supp. 741 (E.D. Ky 1997) (the Good Friday closing
of Kenton Co. Courthouse), aff'd. 173 F.3d 568
(6th Cir. 1999), Kagin v. Kopowski, 10 F.Supp.2d
756 (E.D. Ky 1998) (the Establishment Clause of
the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution;

mandatory counseling for divorcing parents); and
Planned Parenthood of South Carolina, Inc. v.
Rose, 236 F.Supp.2d 564 (D.S.C. 2002) (sitting by
designation) (the "Choose Life” license plate case),
aff'd, 361 F.3d 786 (4th Cir. 2004).
Bertelsman, William O. “What You Think You Know

(but Probably Don't) about the Federal Rules of
Evidence—A Little Knowledge Can Be a Danger
ous Thing," Northern Kentucky Law Review 8
(1981): 81.

Peggy Bertelsman

ordained at the Concordia Lutheran Church in

Cincinnati and called as full-time pastor to the
new church. The congregation's membership in
the Central District of the Missouri Synod was also
acknowledged at this time. By fall 1935 the church
was incorporated with a charter from the Com
monwealth of Kentucky and the congregation was
advised to make plans to acquire property on
which to build a permanent home.
The church purchased property at 2214 Madi
son Ave., opposite Wallace Ave., on June 17, 1937.
Architect J. Adam Fichter of Akron, Ohio, de

signed the new building, and Harry Beckmann
was the general contractor. A cornerstone was laid
August 29, 1937, for the church building con
structed of modified Gothic brick, cinder block,

and cut Bedfordstone. It included a 16-square-foot
chancel, with altar, lectern, and pulpit all made
from Appalachian white oak. The building was fi
nanced by gifts of the Women's Missionary En
deavor, offerings from members and friends, con
tributions to the building fund, and a loan from
the Church Extension Board.

BETHANY CHURCH OF CHRIST. At Berlin

in southern Bracken Co., the county's first nonde
nominational church was erected in 1861 to serve

as a New Testament Meetinghouse. Initially, cir
cuit riders came and performed ministerial duties

In 1974 the Bethany Lutheran Church felt the
effects of the changing urban community and sub
urban growth in Kenton Co., and the Madison
Ave. property was sold so that a new church could
be built on Turkeyfoot Rd. in developing Erlanger.

BETTS, MARY E. WILSON

After the move, about 50 percent of the member
ship was lost, partly because of transportation is
sues. There was no parking lot in Covington, and
those who had walked to church there experienced
problems with a commute to Erlanger, about eight
miles south of their Covington homes.
The new Bethany Lutheran Church's building
at 3501 Turkeyfoot Rd., was dedicated in Decem
ber 1974; an addition was dedicated on September
15, 2007. Thislocation suffered from road-widening
between 2003 and 2006, and several members were

lost over this interruption. The Bethany Lutheran
Church had 110 members at the most recent
Count.

“Bethany Church to Build Home,” KP, August 31,
1936, 1.

“A Big Day in Covington, Kentucky," Lutheran Wom
en's Missionary Endeavor Quarterly, Central
District Missouri Synod, 10 (First Quarter, January
1938): 2.

"Congregation Files into New Bethany Church,” KP.

Jackson arrived in 1911 and stayed until 1925. Dur
ing this time the church held two revivals each
year, and a baptistery, new windows, pews, and an
organ were added to the church. The 1925 revival,
led by Dr. W. H. Moses of New York City and orga
nized by the new pastor, A. F. Martin, was so popu
lar that it was moved to the county courthouse.
The church's parsonage was destroyed by fire on
February 6, 1940, and a new parsonage was built
and dedicated on September 12, 1940, at a cost of
$2,800. The church sponsored many organiza
tions, including the Baptist Training Union, the
Bethel Missionary Society, the Church Aide, the
Fidelis Club, the Lily of the Valley Club, the May
Flower Club, and the Sewing Circle. The Church
Aide is still in operation.
Bethel Baptist Church was a strong supporter
of the African American schools in Maysville. The
principal of the John G. Fee Industrial High
School in the 1940s, Professor W. H. Humphrey,
was a deacon of the church, and the Fidelis Club

gave assistance to needy children of the school.

November 29, 1937, 3.

Dedication Day Program, Bethany Evangelical
Lutheran Church, November 28, 1937. Covington,

Ky., Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1937.
Etter, Rev. Mark. Interview by Melinda Motley, Er
langer, Ky., October 4, 2006.

From the late 1950s until his death in 1964, Rev. M.

L. Jackson was the pastor of the church. His com
munity activism and outreach work was important
to the church and community during the changing
racial climate of the times.

Melinda G. Motley

Elisha Green. Green was a former slave who es

The church building that had served the con
gregation for a century was destroyed by arson on
January 19, 1977, along with all the church records.
The congregation purchased the Forest Avenue
School building in Maysville and, after remodel
ing was completed, dedicated the new facility in
1978. Bethel Baptist Church is affiliated with the
Consolidated District and the Kentucky General

tablished the church in 1844 to serve the slave and

Association.

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH. Maysville's
Bethel Baptist Church is the oldest continuing
church organization founded for an African
American congregation in Mason Co. Its early his
tory is linked with history of its founder, Rev.

free black populations of the town. He was granted
official permission to preach on May 10, 1845, 18
years before the abolition of slavery in 1863. There
were 385 free blacks and 4,000 slaves living in Ma
son Co. in 1850. For some 50 years, Green pastored
the congregation; it first met in homes and then in
a frame building that also served as the African
American schoolin Maysville. Baptisms were con

Centennial Celebration of Bethel Baptist Church.
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Church is available, since the church and cemetery
papers were all destroyed in a fire some years ago.
Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.
1994].
Mildred Belew

BETTS, MARY E. WILSON (b. January 1824,
Maysville, Ky.; d. September 16, 1854, Maysville,
Ky). Poet Mary E. Wilson Betts was the daughter
of Isaiah and Hannah Wilson. Educated in Maysville
schools, Betts grew up to be a prolific writer whose
poems were widely published in newspapers across
Kentucky, as well as in Moore's Western Maga
zine, published in Cincinnati, where she was af.
fectionately nicknamed by the editor"our Up River
Pet." In William Coggeshall's book The Poets and
Poetry of the West, he called her "one of the most
popular of the younger writers of the State
[Kentucky]."
Betts's best-known poem, the four-stanza "A
Kentuckian Kneels to None but God,” published
originally in the Maysville Flag, was inspired by the
last words of Col. William Logan Crittenden, a grad
uate of West Point, who grew up in Shelbyville, Ky.,
and had fought with distinction in the Mexican
War. In 1851 Crittenden joined a force led by Nar
cisco Lopez to free Cuba from Spain, but on August
16 of that year, Crittenden was captured with 50 of
his men and marched to Castle Altares in Havana to

be executed. The men were forced to kneel, five at a

time, with their backs to the firing squads, but Crit
tenden refused to kneel when his turn came. Instead,

he spoke the now-famous words “A Kentuckian
kneels to none except his God, and he always dies
facing the enemy" and then was executed. In intro
ducing Betts's poem, the editor of the Maysville Flag

Booklet. Maysville, Ky., Bethel Baptist Church, 1945.
wrote, “The lines which follow are from one of Ken

Vicki Bolden and John Klee
BETHEL CHURCH. Bethel Church was located

roughly four miles north of Falmouth along mod
ern U.S. 27 in Pendleton Co. According to Wil

tucky's mostgifted daughters of song."The poem was
reprinted widely and in various forms. Fifty years
later, during the Spanish-American War (see Na
tional Guard, Spanish-American War) in 1898,
it was revived as a morale booster.

ducted in the Ohio River. On May 17, 1875, an im

liam Bradford's 1876 will, his estate was to be di

The Kentucky Gateway Museum Center in

pressive brick meetinghouse, built by the mem
bers, was dedicated on Fourth St. in Maysville,
along what was once part of the original buffalo
trace followed by pioneers traveling in and out of
the area. Donnard Morrison helped lay the foun
dation for the building, and while the men primar
ily did the construction work, the ladies helped
and prepared food. Sunday School was organized
in 1845, under the management of such leaders as

vided between his wife and his children except for
one and one-half acres, which were to be used by
the Bethel community for a church and a grave
yard. Two Baptists and two Methodists supervised
the construction; the building was built by them
with donated help from both men and women. The

Maysville has in its permanent collection a scrap
book of Betts's handwritten poems, donated by
Bess Lindsay Bell Barnes, Betts's great-grandniece.
Included are many poems composed during the
1840s and published in a variety of newspapers and
in "New York publications” other than newspapers;

Beatrice Jackson Lewis; she and other leaders at the

church stressed serious study, with exercises, and

gave diplomas for the completion of the course of
study. Lizzie Mundy was the first to be married in
the church; her wedding took place on December
8, 1875. Herson, James Mundy, wholeft Maysville
in 1912 and became a nationally renowned choir
director in Chicago, was an organist for the church.
Bethel Baptist Church supported him in his educa
tion at Simmons University in Louisville.
After Green's death, a succession of pastors
served the church for brief periods until Robert

Bethel Church was dedicated in 1881 and named

the book also contains a collection of sonnets and

by Mrs. T. J. Campbell. Rev. Spillman, a Baptist
minister, preached the first sermon. The first regu
lar minister was Gabriel C. Mullins, a Baptist. The
first Methodist minister was S. A. Day. Both de
nominations jointly used the church for several

writings that may never have appeared in print.
In the summer of 1854, Mary Wilson was mar
ried to Morgan L. Betts, editor of the Detroit
News. That same fall, she died at age 30 of conges

years. The cemetery was plotted for one acre on the

later, in October.

west side of the church. At first no one paid for
grave sites, but in 1895, after Alex Emerich fenced
off the graveyard, graves were sold, and church

tion of the brain. Her husband died several weeks

Calvert, Jean. "Museum Musings,” Maysville Ledger
Independent, January 25, 1978.
Coggeshall, William T. The Poets and Poetry of the

members and families of the deceased were ex
West. Columbus, Ohio; Follett, Foster, 1860.

pected to help keep the cemetery in good shape.
When the new Mount Moriah Christian Church

was built in 1911, many Bethel Church members
joined it. No list of charter members of Bethel

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.

Covington, Ky. Collins, 1882.
Townsend, John Wilson. Kentucky in American
Letters. Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Torch Press, 1913.

86

BEVERLY HILLS SUPPER CLUB

Ward, William S. A Literary History of Kentucky.
Knoxville: Univ. of Tennessee Press, 1988.

Kathryn Witt

structure and renovating the second story. While
the main bar remained in place, the kitchen was
converted into the maindiningroom. A new kitchen
was added behind it. The casino area was trans

BEVERLY HILLS SUPPER CLUB. The Bev

erly Hills Supper Club, the site of one of the na
tion's most tragic fires ever, was a popular night

spot in Southgate, located on a hill above and
on the west side of U.S. 27. The club began in the
1930s as an upscale restaurant and gambling ca
sino. Over the years, it featured entertainers rang
ing from the Andrews Sisters to Liberace, and its

guest list regularly included famous athletes and
movie stars. Although gambling was illegal in
Kentucky, a mob syndicate controlled local opera
tions in Campbell Co., protecting establishments
such as the Beverly Hills. All of that ended in 1961
with the election of reform candidate George W.
Ratterman to the post of sheriff of the county.
Ratterman and the reform-minded Committee of

500 (see Newport Reform Groups; Cleveland
Syndicate) set out to clean up the local towns.
Facing organized resistance for the first time, the
mob left the area. Without the money from its
gambling operation, the Beverly Hills, like many
other such clubs in the region, could not remain
open.

The building was sold and another entrepre
neur reopeneditas a supper club in 1969. That club
lasted only two months before folding from lack of
business. At this point the property was sold again,
to Dick Schilling and his sons. Schilling had al
ready purchased the Lookout House in Fort
Wright and was looking for an opportunity to
build something larger and grander, an establish
ment that he could pass on to his sons. Beverly
Hills gave him that opportunity.
Schilling immediately began to remodel the old
club, adding on to the ground floor of the existing

formed into the elegant Viennese Room, which
could be divided for smaller parties. The second
floor offices became the Crystal Rooms, two large
banquet rooms that could also be divided. The re
named Empire Room continued as the showroom
for the time being, though Schilling already had
plans to build a new, larger showroom onto the
back of the structure. The interior decor was first

class: a hall of mirrors, plush red carpeting, original
oil paintings, a grand spiral staircase to the second
floor, and crystal chandeliers ordered from Europe.
Schilling was nearly ready to open his new club
when fire broke out on June 21, 1970. This, the sec

ond fire at the Beverly Hills, destroyed the entire
interior. Firefighters were only able to save the
outer walls of the building. Arson, believed to have
also been the cause of the first fire, on February 3,
1936, was immediately suspected. The Kentucky
State Police investigated but never determined an
exact cause for the fire.

Although he already had his entire lifesavings
and more invested in the club, DickSchillingman
aged to raise the money to rebuild. Demolition
work began almost immediately. With the rubble
cleared, Schilling was ready to go to work. When
the club opened to the public on February 21 of the
following year, it had been rebuilt and decorated in
the opulent style Schilling had planned originally.
A new showroom, the Cabaret Room, had been

added onto the back, allowing the Empire Room to
be devoted to large banquets.
The new Beverly Hills Supper Club was an im
mediate success. Hosting receptions, banquets, and
partiesofall kinds, the club also provided top-notch
entertainment and elegant dining. In the summer
of 1972, Schilling redesigned the front facade, one

feature that had remained unchanged from the
original building. In 1974 Schilling set out to re
model the Cabaret Room, substantially enlarging
it in order to seat more people.
The Beverly Hills was so popular that Schilling
was constantly in need of more floor space at the
club. In 1975 the storage space behind the spiral
staircase became the Zebra Room. Small and ele

gantly decorated, it was a popular room for wed
ding receptions. The supper club later received its
final change with the addition ofthe Garden Room,
a large dining area built onto the back of the club
with a glass wall looking out over the club's formal
gardens.
Despite its sometimes-colorful history, the Bev
erly Hills Supper Club will be remembered most
for the tragic fire that destroyed the building, tak
ing 167 lives (165 plus 2 unborn children) with it.
Saturday, May 28, 1977, was a beautiful spring eve
ning in Northern Kentucky, the middle of the Me
morial Day weekend. The club was in full swing
on the biggest night of the year with every room
booked for the evening. Popular entertainer John
Davidson was performing two shows in the Caba
ret Room that evening, wrapping up a full week of
performances.
Approximately 200 people were attendingban
quets on the second floor, 100–125 were scheduled
for a party in the Viennese Room, an awards ban
quet had filled the Empire Room, and the crowds
seated for dinner overflowed the dining areas. The
Cabaret Room, which had been intended to seat

900 people, contained many more than that num
ber, as favorable reports throughout the week had
increased attendance at the final Davidson show.

In an effort to seat every person who entered the
room, the showroom manager had lined chairs
along the ramps to the stage and crowded tablesso
closely that waitresses were reportedly unable to
thread their way through certain parts of the
room. Estimates for the total number of people in
the building that night run between 2,400 and
2,800.

At 8:15 p.m. a wedding party in the Zebra
Room began complaining about the heat, asking
that the air conditioning be adjusted. At 8:35 the
wedding reception broke up early because of the
increasingheat. The first recognized sign of trouble
was at 8:50, when a reservations clerk smelled

smoke. Opening the door to the Zebra Room, she
found it already in flames. By 9:00 the fire had
blocked off the spiral staircase, forcing Wayne
Dammert, the banquet captain upstairs, to lead
the second-floor customers down the service stairs

and to a safe exit through the kitchen.
By this time, word had reached busboy Walter
Bailey. Knowing that the Cabaret Room was rela
tively isolated from the rest of the club and that no
one there was aware of the danger, he took matters
into his own hands. Taking the microphone from
the opening act currently on stage, he calmly in
formed the audience that there wasafireat the front

Beverly Hills Supper Club, Southgate.

of the building and directed them to the exits.
Meanwhile, an employee at the front called the
fire department. The dispatch center logged the

BIG BONE LICK

first call at 9:01 p.m. Minutes later, smoke was
pouring through ventilation ducts into previously
unaffected portions of the building, hindering at
tempts to escape. Employees all over the club con
tinued to evacuate the building despite the rapidly
deteriorating conditions. Customers from all parts
of the building escaped through both the Garden
Room and the kitchen until all but the Cabaret

Room was empty.
Once the fire reached the main corridor, it

raced to the Cabaret Room, cutting off an avenue
of escape for the customers trapped inside. The
room quickly filled with smoke, which confused
those still trying to find their way out through the
service bar or past the stage. People in the Cabaret
Room managed to stay calm for a long period of
time while they evacuated. It was not until the
smoke and flames reached the main doors to the

room that many began to panic, fighting their way
toward the exits. In the ensuing rush, some people
fell, tripping those behind them. This eventually
created a bottleneck at the door into the service

bar, and many people were trapped in the Cabaret
Room.

Firemen were on the scene, with more local de

partments on the way, and units were coming from
Cincinnati. Having been informed that the fire
was at the front of the building, they were unaware
of the deadly situation in the Cabaret Room. In
one of the few strokes of luck that evening, an offi
cer with the Cincinnati Fire Department had been
dining with his wife there. After seeing his wife to
safety, he looked for a place where he could help.

What these officials did not see was flame

accelerant rather than flame-retardant building
materials, an open staircase in direct violation of
state law, inadequate and unmarked exits, faulty
wiring (the direct cause of the blaze), and employ
ees who were not trained in safety procedures.
Some blamed the fire marshal, some blamed the

City of Southgate, and others blamed the Schil
lings. In the end the state determined that the fire
represented a systemic failure, for which no one
person could be held responsible.
As a result of the tragedy at the Beverly Hills,
the aluminum wiring that caused the fire was
taken off the market, and furniture manufacturers

now make furnishings out of materials that do not
release toxic gases when they burn. The state fire
marshal's office was reorganized, with a separate
department created specifically to oversee con
struction projects and regulations; programs were
put in place to ensure that building inspectors had
the knowledge and tools they needed to do their
jobs effectively; and fire codes were tightened. Still
considered some of the toughest fire codes in the na
tion, Kentucky's codes became a model for other
states anxious to prevent asimilar tragedy. The site of
the Beverly Hills Supper Club remains vacant today,
overlooking the intersection of U.S. 27 and I-471. In
2008 a group called the Beverly Hills Supper Club
Survivors for Justice, with the help of professional
fire investigators, asked that the state files concerning
the 1977 fire be reopened based on the belief that
the original report was flawed. In 2009, the state
reaffirmed its stance that no arson had taken place.

He found it at the exit of the Cabaret Room service

smoke-filled room.

“The Beverly Hills Tragedy." CP, May 24, 1997 (13
news articles following the story and its results,
available at www.cincypost.com/bhfireſ accessed

Despite the heroic efforts of the club employ
ees, the firefighters, and many customers of the
club, 167 people (165 adults and teens and 2 un

July 26, 2006).
Elliott, Ron. Inside the Beverly Hills Supper Club
Fire. Paducah, Ky. Turner, 1996.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

bar. Organizing several of the club's employees, he
joined the rescue efforts, pulling people from the

born children) died in the fire. It remains one of

the worst nightclub fires in U.S. history. Two vic
tims were found on the second floor. They had ear
lier escaped the fire but, not realizing the serious
ness of the situation, had returned to the building
for possessions they had left behind. The other vic
tims died in the Cabaret Room, many of them
within a few yards of the exit doors. It was later de
termined that a considerable number of these had

been overwhelmed by toxic fumes emanating from
the building materials and club furnishings. Nev
ertheless, the tragedy could have been much worse;
there was a party of physicians in the Viennese

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Lawson, Robert G. Beverly Hills: The Anatomy of a
Nightclub Fire. Athens, Ohio Univ. Press, 1984.

Jennifer Gregory
BIG BAND MUSIC. See Jazz.

BIG BONELICKDuring the Pleistocene Epoch,
15,000 to 20,000 years ago, a greaticesheet stretched

The British victory in the French and Indian
War (1754–1763) and the ceding by the French of
all territories in the Ohio River Valley made Big
Bone Lick a British Crown possession. During the
war, in 1755, Mary Draper Ingles made a daring
escape from her Shawnee Indian captors back to
her home in Virginia while they were on a salt
making expedition to Big Bone Lick. Word of her
harrowing escape and her return from the salt lick
in Kentucky circulated and assumed legendary
status throughout the American colonies.
The first attempt by the English to harvest Big
Bone Lick's prehistoric treasures, however, ended
in disaster when Col. George Croghan was at
tacked by Shawnee Indians in 1765. Fleeing for his
life, he abandoned the bones that had been col

lected. But Croghan returned to the Lick in 1766
with two English scientists, and together they
gathered a comprehensive collection of bones and
teeth, some of which were sent for study by Lord
Shelbourne and Benjamin Franklin in England.
Franklin's involvement with the fossilsbrought
one of America's foremost scientists into play. He
corresponded with Croghan, asking for more de
tails about the "elephant's tusks and grinders."
Later he presented several specimens to the Royal
Society of London, thus establishing a collection
there that soon attracted international notice.

Meanwhile, in the early 1770s, several Virginians

friend of Thomas Jefferson, who claimed 3,000

tian's plans to exploit the lick ended in 1786 when
he was killed by Indians.

from northern Canada to the Ohio River. South of

The Revolutionary War (1776–1783) had held

the sheet, elephant-like woolly mammoths and
mastodons, giant ground sloths, giant bison, and

back settlement in Kentucky, but with the war's
conclusion, many new settlers entered Kentucky. By
1792 much of Kentucky, including the area around
Big Bone Lick, was settled, and Kentucky had be
come a state. Even though England and America
had just fought a major war, scientists on both sides

before the fire department.
As is often the case with tragedies of this mag

from the present town of Burlington in Boone Co.
Many were trapped in the surrounding bogs and
died, their bones buried and preserved around the
salt lick that came to be named Big Bone Lick.
Big Bone Lick was discovered by white Europe
ans in either 1729 or 1739, when Charles Lemoyne
de Longueil, commanding an expedition out of
French Canada against hostile Indians, happened
on the site. Longueil's expedition was military,
however, and the French failed to exploit his dis
covery. In 1744 Robert Smith, a British trader liv

ter. The building was a firetrap from the beginning.

the Ohio Indians.

acres, 1,000 of which he later sold. However, Chris

other animals came to a salt lick about 12 miles

The city building inspector, otherwise very consci
entious in his duties, was untrained for his job and
unacquainted with fire safety codes. He missed the
dangers in the building's construction. One mem
ber of the state fire marshal's office did recognize
the danger, but his warning was lost in the office's
bureaucratic paperwork.

ing on the Big Miami River (Ohio) visited the lick.
At the time, ownership of the vast territories com
prising the Ohio and Mississippi river valleys was
disputed between France and England. In 1749
Pierre-Joseph Céloron de Bienville led another
French expedition out of Canada, but it turned back
at the mouth of the Big Miami River, stopping short
of the lick. The Ohio Land Company, chartered by
American colonials in 1748, sent Christopher Gist
into the region in 1751 (including a stop at Big Bone
Lick) to survey and prepare the area for settlement.
A year later, John Finley, the frontier trader who
later talked Daniel Boone into exploring Kentucky,
visited Big Bone Lick on a trading expedition with

had laid claim to various tracts of land at the lick;
the foremost of them was William Christian, a

Room. Doctors were therefore on the scene even

nitude, no one factor can be blamed for the disas
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of the Atlantic continued to collaborate on identifi

cation of Big Bone Lick's fossil bones. The recording
of Big Bone Lick on a series of maps published in
Europe between 1744 and 1784 spurred interna
tional interest in the discoveries at the site.

Another of America's great scientists, Thomas
Jefferson (Virginia governor 1779–1783 and U.S
president 1801–1809), had become increasingly
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interested in Big Bone Lick and had even written to
a friend in 1782: “your letter has given me hopes of
being able to procure for mesome of the bigbones."
In 1795 another future president, William Henry
Harrison, gathered a massive collection of bones

from Big Bone Lick, filling 13 hogsheads, all of
which were lost when the boat transporting them
capsized and sank on the Ohio River just below
Pittsburgh.
Jefferson had better luck. In 1797 he was given
a fine collection ofbonesby a French general named
Colland, and Jefferson later sent some of the bones

to Georges Cuvier, the noted French anatomist
and paleontologist. By 1803, David Ross, who now
owned the land at Big Bone Lick, had forbidden
further digs on his property. Undaunted, Jefferson
instructed his former personal secretary, Capt.
Meriwether Lewis, who was journeying down the
Ohio River, to visit Big Bone Lick on his way to
meet Capt. William Clark at Louisville and report

most of the visitors to Big Bone Lick during this era
were attracted by the hotel's health and recreation
facilities, there remained a steady parade of scien
tists visiting the Lick. Some of them came to gather
bones for museum or private collections, others to
study the relics, and still others to do research for
publication in scholarly journals, thereby keeping
the scientific world apprised about what was hap
pening at the now famous prehistoric bone site.
From Europe came the noted English geologist Sir
Charles Lyell, from Yale University came the dis
tinguished scientist and professor Benjamin Silli
man, and from Transylvania University in Lexing
ton, Ky., came the odd and eccentric professor of
natural history Constantine Rafinesque. During
these times, bones were gathered and dispersed,
specimens were tested and cataloged, and learned
conclusions were rendered as to the importance of
the various finds.

ern Kentucky). Lewis and a renowned naturalist,
Dr. William Goforth, who had joined him in Cin

Big Bone Lick was, by the mid-19th century,
internationally renowned as one of the most im
portant repositories of prehistoric animal bones
on earth, but slowly the site was being looted and

cinnati, were able to visit the lick, thanks to an ar

its contents carried to other locations; the tombs of

rangement Jefferson had made with Ross. Lewis
afterward dispatched a nine-page report to Jeffer
son detailing his observations. Unfortunately, the
bones collected by Lewis on this visit and shipped

Egypt later suffered the same fate. Compounding
the problem was that no one seemed to be con
cerned. For example, none other than the official
geologist of Kentucky, Harvard professor Na
thaniel Southgate Shaler, announced in 1868
that he had come to Big Bone Lick "to make certain
that the licks be worked to their very bottom in

what he found (see Lewis and Clark in North

to Jefferson were lost in Natchez, Tenn., when an
other boat sank.

In 1807 Jefferson renewed his efforts to obtain

bones from the lick by persuading Ross to allow
William Clark, just back from his historic expedi
tion, and his famous brother, George Rogers Clark,
to dig up specimens for the collection of the Amer
ican Philosophical Society and for Jefferson's own
collection. The Clarks were able to gather more
than 300 specimens, most of which are still ac
counted for in the Museum of Natural History in
Paris, France; at the Academy of Natural Sciences
in Philadelphia; and at Jefferson's home in Monti
cello, Va. This expedition to Big Bone Lick also un
earthed three Clovis spear points, which provided
the evidence that Paleo-Indians were contempora
neous with the huge beasts that had died there.
The Clark expedition's bone specimens arrived in
Washington, D.C., in 1808, and the bones were laid
out on the floor of the unfinished East Wing of the
White House for examination by Jefferson's guests
and members of the scientific community. The
publication in 1812 and subsequent translation of
Georges Cuvier's Researches on the Bone Fossils
chronicled the discoveries at Big Bone Lick and
helped to spread their fame among the members of
the international scientific community.
Since pioneer days, settlers had been engaged
in salt-making, and the activity had developed into
a commercial enterprise. Now, in 1815, an even
richer source of revenue, exploiting the salt min
eral springs, was established when Clay House, a
resort named for the fiery Kentucky statesman
Henry Clay, opened. It featured a fine hotel, a me
dicinal spring, a long row of bathhouses, and a
large pavilion. From 1815 until it closed in 1830,
Clay House was one of the most popular health re
sorts west of the Allegheny Mountains. Although

search of contents."

Shaler's dictum was rigorously followed, and it
seems likely that today there is no substantial num
ber of bones remaining to unearth. In more recent
times, scientific interest in the site at Big Bone Lick
has been limited to occasional scholarly observa
tions such as those in a 1925 book, Ancient Life in
Kentucky, by W. D. Funkhouser, professor of zool
ogy at the University of Kentucky, in which he dis
cusses the prehistoric animals found at the lick.
There was one final thorough dig that took place
from 1962 to 1966. Those excavations were con

Historical Association, a Big Bone Lick Histori
cal Association was founded. Among the topics
most often discussed by both organizations was
an idea to develop a state park at Big Bone Lick.
The first step toward that end came in 1956 when
the historical association purchased 16.66 acres
and deeded the tract to the acting Kentucky state
commissioner for conservation, for the purpose of
establishing a state park.
In December 1960, the Kentucky Department
of Parks announced plans to develop picnic areas,
a shelter, and roads and parking areas. During the
next two years, the Boone Co. Historical Associa
tion, the Boone Co. Fiscal Court, and the State

of Kentucky together acquired several additional
land parcels, thereby expanding the size of the park
to 175 acres. By 1971 about 80 acres at Big Bone
Lick had been listed on the National Register of
Historic Places, and one year later the master plan
for the park was completed.
It was fair to say that attention to Big Bone Lick
was at best serendipitous during this period, as evi
denced by the fact that the year 1979, suggested by
Jillson as being the 250th anniversary of Longueil's
discovery, passed without recognition or mention.
The archaeological work at Big Bone Lick, initiated
in the early 1980s by scientists from universities in
Kentucky and Cincinnati, had by now shifted its fo
custo studying the presence of prehistoric humans.
A handful ofcivic-minded locals attempted to spark
interest in having the dispersed bones from the lick
returned on permanent loan for display at the park.
But their initiative, termed Big Bones Come Home,
failed miserably owing to lack of interest and par
ticipation, and thus 1989, the second 250th anniver
sary date ascribed to Longueil's discovery, also passed
without recognition or mention.
The 1990s produced a number of promising de
velopments concerning Big Bone Lick and its fu
ture. The Kentucky General Assembly in 1990 ap
propriated money for a museum master plan that
outlined exhibits, themes, and concepts for a $4
million museum, contingent upon funds being

nected to the State Museum at the University of

raised. This has led to a number of other studies

Nebraska, and the finds unearthed are housed

and proposals aimed at building a consensus and
finding ways to fund the museum project. One of
the ideas still being considered is a proposal sub
mitted in 1994 to make Big Bone Lick a Paleo

there. Earlier bone specimens from Big Bone Lick
are dispersed throughout America and Europe, ei
ther in private collections or in museums.
In 1935 articles of incorporation for a Big Bone
Lick Association were signed, complete with a state
ment of objectives for the organization. The fore
most objective was to protect and develop the site.
Although the association soon disbanded, it did
sponsor one important work. Willard Rouse Jill
son, former Kentucky state geologist, published in
1936 for the association Big Bone Lick: An Out
line of Its History, Geology, and Paleontology,
the association's only book. That publication re
mains the premier authoritative history and anno
tated bibliography of Big Bone Lick.
In 1950, when the Boone Co. Historical Asso

ciation was organized, the lost opportunities to
develop an understanding of Big Bone Lick and its
history soon became regular topics for discussion.
Out of these discussions came plans and action. In
December 1953, with support from the Boone Co.

Indian National Historic Landmark.

While discussions continue regarding how to
make the museum project work, a series of ideas
have been implemented to help build the case for
its construction. On December 17, 1998, ground
breaking ceremonies for the Big Bone Discovery
Trail were held. The trail, which winds around a

diorama portraying prehistoric animals being
trapped in a bog, opened August 30, 1999. A month
before, on July 12, 1999, the Articles of Incorpora
tion and By-Laws of Friends of Big Bone Inc. were
filed with the State of Kentucky. Since it was
founded, this organization has actively sought to
"identify, locate, gather, review, evaluate, and sum
marize” all extant scientific literature concerning
Big Bone Lick. Using moneys provided by the
Boone Co. Fiscal Court, the Friends of Big Bone
Inc. are also researching the geology, the stratigra
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phy, the climate, and the hydrology of Big Bone
Lick, as well as cultural aspects of the lick's history.
For the first time in its history, Big Bone Lick

which runs along the Ohio River east of the pro
posed site, Bigstaff arranged for the building of a
siding to bring building materials to the post.
With the new Covington Waterworks in the
Highlands providing service and the streetcar line
running through the length of the Highlands, de
velopment in the area boomed. Bigstaff was the
principal owner of the Highland Land Company,
which owned 250 acres in the area. He developed

seems to have momentum on its side. Since the

Friends were organized, Big Bone Lick has been
designated as one of only four official Lewis and
Clark Heritage Sites east of the Mississippi and
Missouri rivers. UNESCO has been approached as
a funding source for making Big Bone Licka World
Heritage Site, and Nancy Jordan Blackmore pub
lished in 1998 a popular children's book, The Story
of Big Bone Lick, meant to spark the interest and
imagination of readers, young and old alike. In
2009, Big Bone Lick was designated a National
Natural Landmark by the National Park Service.
The museum has attracted an important sponsor
in the influential and longtime Kentucky repre
sentative Paul Marcotte, who has pledged to push
for state funding for the museum. Big Bone Lick,
which has no rival, is truly a treasure unique to the
Northern Kentucky region.
Blackmore, Nancy J. The Story of Big Bone Lick.
Florence, Ky:Thoroughbred, 1998.
ſillson, Willard Rouse. Big Bone Lick: An Outline of
Its History, Geology, and Paleontology. Louisville,
Ky: Big Bone Lick Association Publications, 1936.
James C. Claypool and Don Clare
BIG BONEMETHODIST CHURCH. The Big
Bone Methodist Church is located on Beaver Rd.

just outside the entrance to Big Bone Lick State
Park. The saltsprings of the area made it a popular
destination; many people believed the springs pro
vided relief for various physical ailments. As a re
sult, the community grew and included the old
Henry Clay Hotel and other businesses. In 1888
the minister George Froh founded the Big Bone
Methodist Church and built its house of worship.
At the time, he was preaching in an old tavern.
Froh, a veteran of the Civil War, served the church

for 45 years. In July 1894 the Big Bone Ladies Aid
Society was formed with 10 members. In 1930 the
society had 17 members and the church 30. The
oldest member of the church was John L. Jones Sr.,

who had been with the church from its beginning.

the nine-hole Inverness Golf Club, which served

400 members from Cincinnati, Covington, and
Newport via the streetcar line. His golf course was
the first in Northern Kentucky and the second in
Greater Cincinnati. After a fire destroyed the club
house in 1913, the golf club lasted just two more
years. Its lands, in which Bigstaffhad a substantial
interests, were turned into housing sites along
streets with Scottish names. Dumphries, Dundee,
Rob Roy, Sterling, Stewart, and Strathmore. In
1905, in anothersection of the growing town, Big
staff developed a resort hotel, the Altamont. A
smaller hotel nearby, the Shelly Arms, was an:
other of his projects. At this time, his family lived
Samuel BigStaff
spite his mother's objections, he joined the Con
federate Army's 2nd Kentucky Cavalry, com
manded by Kentucky-born Gen., Basil W. Duke.
While Duke's cavalrymen were attached to Gen.
John Hunt Morgan's command at a battle in Ver
sailles, Ky., Bigstaff was captured and taken to Ten
nessee. He escaped and returned to his unit, then
was shot in the leg in battle. Taken to a Union
prison camp in Nashville,Tenn., the young soldier
was sent to Louisville and then to the Newport
Barracks as one of its few political prisoners. Soon
he made friends with his jailers and was allowed to
receive frequent visitors from Newport. After the
war, in 1868, Bigstaff married Alice Webster, the
oldest daughter of F.M. Webster, a New York native
and a prominent Newport attorney. The couple
lived in Newportandhadason, Frank,anda daugh
ter, Nazzie. Bigstaff, who called himself a major,
went into theiron businessbut was forced outby the
1873 economic panic. Campbell Co.judge Charles
J. Helm helped him get into law school in Cincin

It is believed that he hauled the first load of stone
natiand then in 1875 took him into his firm.

for the foundation. The church building is an excel
lent example of Gothic Revival architecture with
Queen Anne features. When constructed, the first

and second floors were deeded separately, a unique
occurrence; the church was on the first floor and a

sociallodgeupstairs. In 1988 the building was listed
on the National Registry of Historic Places. Closed
as a church, the building has since been purchased
and restored by the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
Boone County Recorder, historical ed., September 4,
1930.

Robert Schrage
BIGSTAFF, SAMUEL (b. 1845, Flat Creek, Bath

Co., Ky; d. August 18, 1912, Fort Thomas, Ky.)
Samuel Bigstaff, a lawyer and a real estate devel
oper, was the youngest child of Samuel “O.S." and
Fenton Bean Bigstaff. When the Civil War began,
16-year-old Samuel was eager to participate. De
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After the Ohio River severely damaged the
Newport Barracks during the flood of 1884, Big
staff visited Washington, D.C., to seek a new site so
that the military post could be moved to higher
ground. Gen. Phillip Henry Sheridan came to in
spect the situation, and Bigstaff showed him ade
quate property high above the river in the District
of the Highlands (Fort Thomas). Bigstaff, who
owned part of the 111 acres proposed as the site,
was able to make all necessary arrangements for
the sale. Unfazed by the lack of roadways to the
new site, he encouraged the extension of the elec
tric streetcar line along what is now Memorial
Pkwy. through the District of the Highlands, ex
tending to the new post. The Grand Ave. Turnpike,
running from E. 10th St. in Newport to S. Fort
Thomas Ave., within three blocks of the site, was

developed in 1888 with Bigstaff as a backer. As a
director of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad,

in the former Samuel Shaw house near the inter

section of Highland and S. Fort Thomas Aves.(now
25 Audubon Pl). Bigstaffshared his law office there
with his son, Frank, who much preferred to write
poetry.

When the James Taylor estate was divided un
derexecutor Samuel Bigstaff's guidance, he created
the Mansion Hill area of Newport and began de
velopment there. In addition to the development of
the Highlands, Bigstaffcreated two neighborhoods
in Newport: the city of Cote Brilliante and the
adjacent subdivision, Ingalls Park. In Bellevue, he
promoted the Bonnie Leslie subdivision on the
hill south of town, conveniently along the streetcar
line to the Highlands. Bigstaff was also a founding
trustee of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in
Fort Thomas. He died at his home in 1912 and was

buried at Evergreen Cemetery, in Southgate.
Goss, Charles Frederick, ed. Cincinnati: The Queen
City, 1788–1912.4 vols. Chicago, S.J. Clarke, 1912.

Johnson, E. Polk. A History of Kentucky and Ken
tuckians. Vol. 2. Chicago. Lewis, 1912.
Stegeman, A. Vinton, "The Legend of the Highlands
Mineral Springs," Fort Thomas Living, February
1887, 20–21.

Betty Maddox Daniels
BIRD's (BYRD's) WAR ROAD. In early June
1780, during the Revolutionary War, about 150
British soldiers and 100 Indians of various tribes
left Detroit, Mich., to attack white settlements in

Kentucky. En route, they were joined by an addi
tional 700 Indians. The raid was said to be in retali

ation for attacks made the previous summer, by
John Bowman and 300 Kentuckians, against Indi
ans living near present-day Xenia, Ohio. In the
1780 attack, Capt. Henry Bird (also spelled Byrd)
served as commander of the British force and was

accompanied by Simon Girty. The army moved
south from Detroit to the Maumee River, then

overland to the Great Miami River, which they fol
lowed to the Ohio River. They then went up the
Ohio River to the mouth of the Licking River (this
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spot was known as the Point and later as Coving
ton, Ky). They traversed the Licking River to its
south fork (present-day Falmouth). Bird's army
followed the south fork to a point about one mile
south of the abandoned Boyd Station. From there
they cleared a wagon road through the wooded
countryside until they reacheda place near present
day Cynthiana, where they crossed the Licking
River. On June 20, 1780, Bird's army attacked Rud
dle's Station (on the South Licking River near Lair
and about midway between Cynthiana and Paris),
in modern Harrison Co. Being completely out
numbered, Captain Ruddle agreed to surrender
the station, if the women and children were prom
ised safe passage to another station. However, when
the gates were opened, the Indians broke their
promise and savagely attacked the people, killing
27 and taking the remainder prisoner. Bird's army
then advanced to Martin's Station (on Stoner
Creek, about five miles south of Ruddle's), where

again residents surrendered without resistance.
On that occasion, however, the people were not
harmed but were all taken prisoner. John Filson, in
his book The Discovery, Settlement, and Present
State of Kentucke (1784), gave the name Bird's
War Road to the route taken by Bird's army from

20th century. As a suffragette and a women's rights
activist, she became involved in 1914 in the Salva

tion Army home for girls in her neighborhood on
E. Second St. in Covington (the former Amos
Shinkle mansion). When that facility became the
Booth Memorial Hospital, an all-purpose gen
eral hospital, Southgate joined the medical staff
helping young girls in sexual matters and family
planning. It has been suggested that she partici
pated in some terminations of pregnancy; her rela
tionship with the hospital's management was not
always amicable.
During the early 1940s, the activist Roman
Catholic priest Rev. Henry Haake founded the
Catholic Druggists Guild in Covington. Members
pledged not to dispense contraceptives of any type,
in accord with their religion's teachings. Almost 30
years later, Haake was encouraging his parishio
ners at St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church
in Carrollton and Catholics throughout the Dio
cese of Covington (see Roman Catholics) to can
cel their Blue Cross—Blue Shield health insurance

because the company paid for abortions.
Sometimes abortion has been used as a means

of birth control. Local medical practitioners per
formed abortions even before the U.S. Supreme

the Point to Ruddle's and Martin's Stations.

Court's decision in Roe v. Wade (1973), which le

The army had intended to continue on to the
Falls of the Ohio (later Louisville), where they
planned to attack Gen. George Rogers Clark's
army. However, Bird's Indian allies decided to take
their spoils and return to Ohio. Colonel Bird and
his depleted army had no choice but to return to
Detroit, without attacking their final target. Bird's
troops captured 350 Kentuckians, some of whom
were marched to Detroit by Bird, while others were
kept captive by the Indians. In retaliation for the

galized abortion. There were physicians' offices in
both Newport and Dayton, Ky., where neighbors
often saw taxicabs arrive with young ladies inside
and, four or five hours later, return to pick them up.
Rumors circulated that these one-visit patients
came to have their pregnancies terminated. Illegal
abortions were carried out as discreetly as possible
by members of the Northern Kentucky medical
community, who also served at nearby hospitals in
the general practice of medicine. On occasion,
however, these physicians were prosecuted by the

attacks on Ruddle's and Martin's Stations, General

Clark, accompanied by Daniel Boone and Simon
Kenton, raised an army of about 1,000 men, who
gathered at the Point and attacked the Ohio Shaw
nee Indian towns of Chillicothe and Piqua. Cap
tain Bird continued to live around Detroit for

many years after the raids and even married one of
the captives. In 1796 he returned to England. Sev
eral years later he participated in a British expedi
tion to Egypt, where he died in 1801.

COurts.

Dr. Charles E. Horner, an African American

doctor in Newport who delivered most of the Af.
rican American children in Covington and New
port of his time, was charged in August 1940 with
performing an illegal operation (abortion) on a
17-year-old Cincinnati girl. His office was at 212
W. Fifth St. in Newport. Horner pled not guilty;
how the Newport City Court judge ruled in the
case is not known. Horner retired from medical

practice in 1943 and died in 1948. In December
1955, Dr. Percival L. Bacchus, another African

Jack Wessling
BIRTH CONTROL. Birth control during the
modern era, in Northern Kentucky as elsewhere,
has involved various douches, suppositories, dia
phragms, the hit-or-miss rhythm method, vulca
nized prophylactics, pills of various sorts, and
abortion. Short of abstinence, no method of birth

control has been found to be foolproof.
It appears that one of the first dispensers of
birth control in Northern Kentucky was also one
of the region's first women medical doctors,
Dr. Louise Southgate. Southgate, a descendant of
two of the leading families of the region, the South
gates and the Kennedys, practiced medicine in
Covington during the first three decades of the

(1870–1966) founded the American Birth Control

League, which by 1921 had evolved into an organi
zation known as Planned Parenthood. An atheist, a

Socialist, and a eugenicist, Sanger opened the first
family planning and birth control clinic in the
United States in Brooklyn, N.Y. No Planned Par
enthood has existed in Northern Kentucky, but
the Planned Parenthood facility along Auburn
Ave. in the Mount Auburn neighborhood of Cin
cinnati has served the region. Its presence has been
a source of protests and picketing by the prolife
movement over the years (see Northern Ken
tucky Right to Life). In recent years the Northern
Kentucky Independent Health District has walked
a precarious path in dealing with birth control.
In 1960 the birth control pill for women was
introduced in the United States; by 1970 it had
driven down the national birth rate. In 2006 the

FDA (Food and Drug Administration) approved
over-the-counter sales of the morning-after pill.
Today, legislatures debate whether pharmacists
can be required to sell contraceptives when they
have moral objections to doing so, whether federal
and state funds should be used for family planning
and related counseling, and exactly what informa
tion should be made available and taught in the
schools.

Byrd, Sigman. "Priest Fights Blue Cross on Abortions,”
KP, July 1, 1970,8K.
Gordon, Linda. The Moral Property of Woman. Ur
bana: Univ. of Illinois Press, 2002.

Talbert, Charles G. “Kentucky Invades Ohio–1780,"
RKHS 52, no. 181 (October 1954): 291–300.

southeast corner of Third and Greenup Sts. in Cov
ington. Its existence raised quite a stir in heavily
Roman Catholic Northern Kentucky, and the build
ing was often surrounded by protesters. The facility
was owned by Dr. William Wagner and his partner,
Dr. Phillip Crossen of Lexington. The publicity that
arose after a botched abortion performed on a Cin
cinnati girl did not help matters for the clinic's op
erators, nor did the public comments on the matter
made by Roman Catholic bishop Richard H. Ack
erman. The clinic conducted as many as 40 abor
tions per day, priced at $175 each. By 1990 some 1.6
million abortions were performed in the United
States; that was the peak year. By 2000, 1.3 million
abortions were recorded, as public support seem
ingly declined somewhat just after 1990.
Almost 100 years ago, Margaret Higgins Sanger

American, was tried in the Campbell Co. Circuit
Court on the charge of performing an illegal abor
tion, and juries twice failed to reach a verdict. Nev
ertheless, Bacchus's medical license was revoked in

August 1956 on the grounds that he had "commit.
ted an unlawful abortion." In 1969 a Newport phy.
sician who was an Idaho native, Dr. Yasug Sasaki,
was charged with performing an abortion on a
21-year-old Cincinnati woman in his office at 506
Central Ave. Sasaki's warrant, dated August 24,
1969, read that he "prepared or administered to or
used means upon name of the woman who was
then pregnant... miscarriage being not necessary
to preserve her life."
Between January and July 1973, following Roe
v. Wade, the Women's Center operated at the

Moncrief, Nancye. “Charge Physician with Abortion,”
KP, October 7, 1969, 2K.

Mueller, Jan. “Dr. Louise Southgate,” JKS 21 (Septem
ber 2004): 144–54.

Murdoch, Norman H. "A Protestant Hospital for
Covington: Booth Memorial Hospital," JKS3 (Oc
tober 1986): 107-49.

. The Salvation Army in Cincinnati: 1885–1985.
Cincinnati: Salvation Army, 1985.
BISHOP BROSSART HIGH SCHOOL. The

beginnings of Bishop Brossart High School can be
traced back to 1949, when the parishioners of St.
Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church in
Alexandria purchased the old Campbell Co. pub
lic school building at Grove and Jefferson Sts. Fol
lowing a complete renovation, the building began
its new life as the home of St. Mary Elementary

BLACK, ISAAC E.

School and the new St. Mary High School. The
coeducational St. Mary High School opened its
doors to 32 freshmen in September 1950, and
Bishop William T. Mulloy dedicated the remod
eled building on October 22, 1950. The high school
faculty for that first year consisted of Rev. Louis
Brinker and a sister of Notre Dame. In each suc

ceeding year, an additional grade was added, until
all four grades of high school were offered. At the
first high school graduation, in 1954, 25 students
received diplomas.
St. Mary High School grew quickly, and by
1961 an addition to the original building was nec
essary. That same year, Bishop Richard H. Acker
man named St. Mary High School a district school
serving the parishes of St. Mary in Alexandria,
St. Joseph in Cold Spring, St. Joseph in Camp
Springs, Saints Peter and Paul in the town of Cali
fornia, and St. Philip in Melbourne. To reflect this
change from a parish to a district school, St. Mary
High School was officially renamed Bishop Bros
sart High School in 1962. Bishop Ferdinand Bros
sart had been the fourth bishop of the Diocese of
Covington (see Roman Catholics) and a resident
of rural Campbell Co.
By the 1980s the building that served Bishop
Brossart High School had become inadequate. Plan
ning and fundraising for a new facility began un
der the direction of principal Tom Seither, who
had been appointed to that post in 1978, and a new
campus was constructed on the same site as the old
building and dedicated as Hegenauer Hall and the
Seither Center in 1986. Nine years later, in 1995,
the original building was demolished to make way
for the Crouch Center, the academic wing of the
school. In 2006, in response to growth of both the
school and the population of southern Campbell
Co., Bishop Brossart High School's athletic depart
ment initiated a football program.

pendent as sports editor and later served as city
editor. Black moved to Northern Kentucky, with
his wife, Edra Dailey Black, and their children, to
take a job as a copy editor with the Cincinnati En
quirer. Over the years from 1940 through 1956,
Black worked his way up through the ranks. He
covered the state government in Kentucky and
worked as a correspondent; after he moved to
Ohio, he served as the newspaper's Columbus bu
reau chief, as managing editor, as the local political
reporter, and as assistant city editor. In 1957 Black
was appointed editor of the editorial page, and in
1959 he became executive editor. On January 22,
1964, he was promoted to editor and vice president
and elected to the Enquirer's board of directors.
He continued in those roles until his retirement on

September 1, 1975.
During his years at the Enquirer, Black trav
eled extensively, chasing stories of international
interest to five Latin countries in 1962; El Salvador,

Panama, and Costa Rica in 1966; and Europe,
South Africa, and South America in 1974. Black

loved political conventions, public-affairs report
ing, and telling humorous stories about his news
paper work.

Reis, Jim. “Native Son, Man of God—Bishop Brossart
Touched Many Lives in Early 20th Century.” KP,
April 13, 1998,4K.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

was able to develop both personal and professional
relationships with Kentuckians of both races.
In 1869 Black, Jacob Price, and Rev. William

Blackburn were members of a delegation repre
senting Covington at the Freedmen's Bureau for

of the Ohio Chamber of Commerce and served on

After his retirement from the Enquirer, Black
became the Kiplinger professor of public affairs
reporting at the Ohio State University School of
Journalism in Columbus. Ohio State University
Press later published a book of his writings, Fight
ers, Lovers, and Others.

Black died in 1991 at age 83 at St. Elizabeth
Medical Center South in Edgewood, Ky., and was
buried at Highland Cemetery in Fort Mitchell. A
mailbox marked with his name stood at the drive

Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

to his stately home in Fort Wright, along the west
side of the Dixie Highway (U.S. 25), for at least
two decades.

David E. Schroeder

“Blackls Hired to Polish NKUImage," KP, November
10, 1971, 6K.

BLACK, BRADY F. (b. July 31, 1908, Lawrence
Co., Ky; d. October 9, 1991, Edgewood, Ky). For
more than 64 years, journalism played the defining
role in the life of Brady Black, the son of Fred Nixon
and Melissa Cornwell Black. His newspapercareer—
from sports editor to vice president and editor–
was followed by a teaching career in journalism.
Departing their native Lawrence Co., Ky., the
Black family moved to Ashland, Ky., when Brady
was a teenager, and he graduated from Ashland
High School. In 1927 he joined the Ashland Inde

tion of the Reconstruction era, the former slave

From 1963 to 1965, Black was a Pulitzer Prize

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The
Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.

lived his early years in Covington. In 1869 he re
sided at the Old Hotel Building across from the
Kenton Co. Courthouse in Covington, where he
served as janitor and law librarian. One day in the
early 1870s, while Black was working at the law li
brary, John G. Carlisle, an eminent attorney and
politician, sparked in him an interest in legal mat
ters. Carlisle noticed the young man reading pa
perback novels and suggested that he instead de
vote his time to reading law. According to Robert
S. Tate's biographical sketch of Carlisle, Black en
gaged in some law study under Carlisle's direction
and, furthermore, was the only African American
who had that privilege.
Black's community activism embraced many
areas, from education and voter rights to civil
rights and politics. These challenges in Covington,
an arena of conflict between the heavily Demo
cratic majority and an influential Republican
minority, demanded much of him. Yet, he rose
above the circumstances. As long as he remained
in Northern Kentucky, even during the segrega

juror. He was on the board of trustees of the Citi
zens Conference on State Legislatures, and in 1968
his remarks on the role of state legislatures in the
federal systems were presented before the Mid
Atlantic Regional Conference on Strengthening
the Legislature. His address, “State Government at
the Crossroads," was printed in the Congressional
Record. In 1971 Northern Kentucky Univer
sity in Highland Heights hired Black to help in its
public relations. In 1979 he served on the inaugu
ral board of trustees for the Behringer-Crawford
Museum in Covington. He also was vice president
its board of directors.

The Church of St. Mary of the Assumption, Alex
andria, Kentucky 1860–1960—A Story of Faith.
Alexandria, Ky. Church of St. Mary of the As
sumption, 1960.
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"Brady F. Black." KP, October 11, 1991,8A.
Elkins, Robert. "Enquirer's Brady Black Dies at 83,”
CE, October 10, 1991, B1.

Highland Cemetery Records, Fort Mitchell, Ky.
“Retired Editor Brady Black Dead at 83," KP, October
9, 1991, 6K.

Nancy J. Tretter

Education convention in Louisville. After the con

vention, Black and the other Covington delegates
took the initiative and began to organize a board of
trustees for the city's proposed black schools.
On February 25, 1870, the first statewide Afri
can American political convention was scheduled
for Frankfort. Some of the newly enfranchised Af.
rican Americans wanted to vote the straight Re
publican ticket. However, Black, Price, and Black
burn favored voting for anyone who supported
policies that were in the best interest of Coving
ton's African American community. This political
position later benefited the community by giving it
a voice with politicians from both major parties.
For example, William Grant, an influential busi
nessman and a Covington City Council member,
asked Black and other African American commu

nity leaders for their support. He said that if the
African American voters supported him in his at
tempt to gain the Democratic nomination for the
Kenton Co. district's seat in the Kentucky General
Assembly, he would have the city charter of Cov
ington amended to provide for an African Ameri
can public school. Grant won the election, and as
he had promised, the new Covington city charter
soon provided for an African American school.
Black's political wisdom had been demonstrated.
In August 1870 Blacktook a break from the rig
ors of politics and education to become president
of the Starlight baseball club. The club remained
organized for only a short period and was the last
organized African American amateur baseball
club formed in Covington until the turn of the
century.

In early 1875, during the Easter holidays, a sig
BLACK, ISAAC E. (b. June 1848, Kentucky; d.
April 18, 1914, Louisville, Ky). The African Ameri
can lawyer Isaac Black was born in Kentucky and

nificant incident occurred when Black tried to at

tend Covington's Trinity Episcopal Church. He
was denied a seat downstairs among the “quality”
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BLACKBURN, WILLIAM B.

people. Black walked out of the church in disgust,
but although the church had anticipated a lawsuit
because of the incident, no suit was filed. Black

moved to Atlanta, Ga., where he studied theology.
Thereafter, he established a law practice in Louis
ville and returned to Covington only for short vis
its. In 1914 Black died at age 66 in Louisville and
was buried in the Louisville Cemetery.
Harris, Theodore H. “Creating Windows of Opportu

Blake's father, Stanley, was a popular state politi
cian whose brand of populist politics served Betty
well in her public-relations career. Her mother was
Ada L. Donnell Blake. Young Betty accompanied
her father as he campaigned; at his knee she learned
how to sway a crowd of hundreds or earn a vote
from one person.
After graduating from the University of Ken
tucky in Lexington (1952) with a degree in busi
ness administration, Blake went to work for

nity: Isaac E. Black and the African American Ex
perience in Kentucky, 1848–1914,” RKHS98, no.2
(Spring2000): 155–77.

Tate, Robert S. "John G. Carlisle—Truly a Mental Gi
ant,” Papers of the Christopher Gist Historical
Society2(1950–1951): 147–67.

Tenkotte, Paul A. “Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790-1890," PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.
Theodore H. H. Harris

BLACKBURN, WILLIAM B. (b. 1848, Ken

WLW Radio, Cincinnati's radio station power
house, selling airtime. At WLW she was able to
hone her sales and marketing skills while gaining
an important new one, dealing with the media.
Soon Ernst Meyer, the president of the Cincinnati
corporation that owned the steamer Avalon (to
day the Belle of Louisville) asked Blake to come
to work for him. Her job was to be the excursion
boat's advance person. She traveled to the vari
ous towns along the Mississippi River system
that the Avalon was going to visit soon, and suc
cessfully interested local groups in chartering
the boat for an excursion. Unfortunately, after an
accident in which several people were injured
while moving through a lock near Pittsburgh,
the company owning the Avalon was forced into
bankruptcy.
Blake was then offered a job at the upper end of

tucky; d. April 2, 1880, Covington, Ky). Kentucky
native William Blackburn arrived in Covington in
1869 and became pastor of the First Baptist Church
(see First Baptist Church, Covington [African
American]) in 1870, replacing Jacob Price, the
church's first pastor. The First Baptist Church had
been actively involved in providing space for one
of the city's private African American schools, and
the practice continued with Blackburn as pastor.

up. This job was serving as the first public-relations

In 1869 Blackburn, Isaac Black, and Jacob Price

executive of Greene Line Steamers Inc., the owners

were members of a delegation representing Cov
ington at the Freedmen's Bureau for Education

she was the first woman president of a major
American cruise line.

She continued as president until 1979. After
ward, she started her own public-relations firm,
Betty Blake and Associates. It was during this pe
riod that she moved to a rented townhouse on E.

Third St. in Covington. Also at this time, Blake en
couraged local restaurateur Ben Bernstein to be
gin the excursion boat business BB Riverboats.
Bernstein honored her by naminghis first boat the
Betty Blake. Shortly thereafter, Blake was diag
nosed with stomach cancer She died at her sister's

home in Georgetown. Her tombstone in the family
plot at the Carlisle Cemetery in Carlisle simply
reads, “Hi There."

Bates, Alan, and Clarke C. Hawley. The Excursion Boat
Story: Moonlight at 8:30. Louisville, Ky. Art-Print
and Publishing, 1994.
"Betty Blake, Ex-Officer of the Delta Queen Co."
NYT, April 14, 1982, D21.

Keating, Bern. The Legend of the Delta Queen. New
Orleans: Delta Queen Steamboat, 1986.

Mayfield, Frank H., Jr. “The Big Exemption," paper
delivered at the Literary Club of Cincinnati, Cin
cinnati, May 17, 1982.

Obituary. S and D Reflector 19, no.2(June 1982): 3.
“River Mourning for Betty Blake,” KP, April 14,
1982, 1K.
Frank X. Prudent

the Cincinnati wharf boat where the Avalon tied

convention in Louisville. In October 1872 Black

of the Delta Queen. Beginning in 1962, Blake re
mained there for the next 17 years. Using her me
dia and marketing skills, she made the Delta

burn and the other Covington delegates drew
upon what they had heard at the convention and
began to organize a board of trustees for the city's
proposed public African American schools. The
result was aboard that eventually oversaw the city's
two African American public schools, one at First
Baptist Church and the other at the Methodist

and kept the romanticism of the river and steam
boats alive. Blake and a group of Louisville civic
boosters orchestrated the first publicized passen
ger steamboat race in more than 30 years on the
Ohio River. The Delta Queen and the Belle of
Louisville squared off in "The Great Steamboat

Church.

Race,” which turned out to be the forerunner of

Blackburn was apparently a Civil War Union
Army veteran, and if so he may have been one of
the large number of African American Civil War
veterans living in Covington who filed claims
against the government for back pay and bounty.
In December 1869 an effort was made to organize
Covington's African American soldiers into a post
under the banner of the Grand Army of the Re
public (GAR). In September 1875 Blackburn was

one of the major events of the annual Kentucky
Derby Festival.
The Delta Queen entered a very prosperous
time. The future was bright until 1968, when the
U.S. Congress passed the Safety of Life at Sea Law.
This law would have ended the Delta Queen's very
existence because of its wooden superstructure.
The steamboat's owners gave Blake a new job,
which required all of the political savvy that she
had learned stumping with her father on the cam
paign trail. She was charged with leading the fight
in Washington, D.C., to save the Delta Queen
from extinction. She lobbied Congress and created
a nationwide letter-writing and signature-petition
campaign that became known as “Save the Delta

Queen an institution known around the world

BLAKE, TONI (b. October 16, 1965, Coving
ton, Ky). Author Toni Blake is the daughter of
Talc and Rita Blevins Brewsbaugh. When she was
about seven years old, her family moved to rural
Grant Co. After a successful high school experi
ence at Grant Co. High School, where she ex
celled as editor of the yearbook and the newspa
per, she spent a year at Northern Kentucky
University before taking a job as a secretary and
a mutual funds accountant in Cincinnati. Blake

has published more than 40 short stories and ar
ticles and was nominated for the Pushcart Prize

installed as the Past Noble Grand in the Grand

Lodge of the United Order of Odd Fellows, No.
1650. The installation took place at Greer's Blockin
Covington, opposite the site of John G. Carlisle
School. In 1880 Blackburn died and was buried at

the Linden Grove Cemetery in Covington. On
January 3, 1898, the William B. Blackburn Post 43
of the GAR, named in his honor, opened and the
first officers were installed.

"Grand Army Officers,” KP, January 4, 1898, 1.
Theodore H. H. Harris

BLAKE, BETTY(b. September 20, 1930, Lexing.
ton, Ky; d. April 13, 1982, Georgetown, Ky). Betty

Queen."

Blake succeeded, winning the boat a tempo
rary exemption from the Safety of Life at Sea Law.
Soon after her success in saving the Delta Queen,
Blake's attention was turned to the design, con
struction, and introduction of the Mississippi
Queen, which made its maiden voyage in 1976.
Blake was promoted to president of what was then
known as the Delta Queen Steamboat Company;

in 1996. She also received the Kentucky Women
Writers' Fellowship. Blake has reached many
readers through her contemporary romance nov
els, including Tempt Me Tonight and Swept
Away. In 2007 she traveled the country in the
Blondes Have More Fun Book Tour. Toni and her

husband, Clifford Blair Herzog, live in Northern
Kentucky.
“Writers Open Their Hearts." CE, February 3, 2005, EI.
Danny Miller
BLAKELY, STEPHENS L. (b. April 23, 1878,
Covington, Ky.; d. February 24, 1959, Covington,
Ky). Stephens L. Blakely, a prominent Kenton Co.
attorney and an historian, was the son of Laurie J.
and Lily Landrum Blakely. Laurie J. Blakely fought
with the Confederate Army during the Civil War.
After the war he became editor of the Newport
Journal and also taught journalism at St. Xavier
College in Cincinnati.
Stephens Blakely was educated at La Salette
Academy in Covington and later graduated from
Cincinnati's St. Xavier High School and St. Xavier

BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED

College. He earned his law degree from the Mc

Broadford Rd. in south central Pendleton Co.,

Donald Institute in Cincinnati, which later became

about two miles southeast of Morgan, was founded
before 1850. The first meetinghouse was a logbuild
ing erected in 1847. An old Methodist Church
previously occupied the site. When the Baptist de
nomination took over the site, they built a log
house for the church. The present church was built
in 1916. A frame church building existed on the
site before the present building was erected.

part of the Chase College of Law. Blakely had
a lifelong interest in history and was one of the
founders of the local Christopher Gist Histori
cal Society. He entered politics in 1910, serving
six years as Covington city solicitor and later an
other six years as Kenton Co. commonwealth at
torney. He also served as legal counsel for the
Union Light, Heat and Power Company and the
Green Line Company. He personally designed
and built his home in Fort Mitchell, which he

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of
Pendleton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew,
n.d. (ca. 1994].
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beautiful Lombardy-Romanesque-style edifice
was designed by parishioner and noted regional
architect Howard McClorey. The highlight of the
new church was the hand-carved marble high al
tar, designed in the shape of a medieval city gate.
Other features included stained-glass windows
executed by the G. C. Riordan Firm of Cincinnati
and bronze doors fabricated by the Michaels Art
Bronze Company of Covington.
In 1924 the growing Blessed Sacrament School
was enlarged to include eight classrooms. When
the new church was completed, the former chapel
was converted into additional classrooms. Further

called Beechwood. He practiced law in the Greater
Cincinnati area for more than 55 years. After a
short illness, Blakely died at age 80 at St. Elizabeth
Hospital in Covington. Funeral services were held

BLESSED

at the Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church in Fort

CHURCH. The origins of Blessed Sacrament Par

from 1948 until 1971. In 1953 about 480 students

Mitchell, and he was buried in that city's St. Mary
Cemetery. He was survived by his wife Margaret,
three daughters, and two sons. Two of his children
later established the Stephens L. and Margaret J.
Blakely Annual Scholarship Fund, at what is now
Xavier University in Cincinnati. His son John R.
Blakely became, like Stephens Blakely, a prominent
Northern Kentucky attorney.

ish and Schoolin Fort Mitchell, Kenton Co., can be
traced back to the 1871 establishment of the St.

were enrolled in the parish school, and by 1968 en

John Orphanage (see Diocesan Catholic Chil

School was named a Blue Ribbon School by the
U.S. Department of Education in 1994.

“Gist Society to Beat Clay Shrine,” KTS, April 10,
1950, 1.

“Heads Bar Association," KTS, December 4, 1916, 13.

“John R. Blakely, Ft. Mitchell Attorney," KP, April 5,
1999, 8A.

Reis, Jim. “Three Trial Lawyers Were Prominent,” KP,
September 23, 1996,4K.

“Stephens Blakely Dies; Lawyer for 55 Years," KP, Feb
ruary 25, 1959, 1.
BLANCHET. An area in southern Grant Co., first
identified about 1873 as a station on the Cincin
nati Southern Railroad, Blanchet was named

for H. L. D. Blanchet, who was a prominent land
owner of French descent residing in the area. Two
other French-speaking families, the Bouscarens
(see Gustave Bouscaren) and the Simons, also

owned large amounts of land in the area.
Before 1871 there were no stores, schools, or

churches in the area. When the St. Joseph Church
and cemetery were organized about that time, St.
Joseph was the only Catholic Church in the county.
The church was closed in the 1940s. In 1890 the
Grant Co. White School District No. 18 was estab

lished on Long Ridge (Keefer) Rd., about one mile
by road from Blanchet. African American students
continued to walk three miles or so to their segre
gated school district in Corinth. A post office was
established at Blanchet in 1891 and discontinued
in 1907.

Today there is not much left to identify Blan
chet. The curbing around the railroad station can
be found, and so can the cemetery, which is still
maintained.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
John B. Conrad
BLANKET CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH.

The beautiful Blanket Creek Baptist Church along

Mildred Belew

SACRAMENT

CATHOLIC

dren's Home) in Fort Mitchell. The few Catholic

families living in that part of the county began at
tending Mass at the orphanage chapel. In 1885 the
chaplain of the orphanage, Father Bernard Hille
brand, formally organized those Catholics into a
congregation named St. John Parish. The new
community met in the orphanage chapel for ser
vices, and many of their children attended the or
phanage school before a separate school for the
parish children was constructed on the orphanage
grounds in 1889. By 1905 the St. John congregation

additions that included classrooms and a large
gymnasium were made during the 1950s and
1960s. Msgr. Leo Streck served the parish as pastor

rollment had reached 915. Blessed Sacrament

“Blessed Sacrament Celebrates 50 Years,” News En

terprise, June 28, 1989, 11.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The
Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
David E. Schroeder

numbered 50 families, and 38 students were en

rolled in the parish school.
The growing suburban Fort Mitchell area at
tracted many Catholic residents in the years before
World War I, and a larger church and school were
needed. Plans for the congregation progressed rap
idly under the direction of Rev. William Blees, who
became pastor of the St. John Parish and chaplain
of St. John Orphanage in 1916. Blees acquired
property along the old Covington and Lexing
ton Turnpike (see Dixie Highway), where a
combination church and school building was
constructed in 1920. The new building contained
classrooms, a temporary chapel, and living quar
ters for the pastor. At this time the name of the
congregation was officially changed to Blessed Sac
rament Church. Blessed Sacrament School was

placed under the care of the Sisters of St. Bene
dict of the St. Walburg Monastery in Covington.
Blessed Sacrament Parish and School thrived

BLIND ANDVISUALLYIMPAIRED. During
the 19th and early 20th centuries, the only state
supported school where blind Northern Kentucky
children could receive an education was the Ken

tucky School for the Blind (KSB) in Louisville. The
third state-supported school for the blind estab
lished in the United States, it was founded by Bryce
McLellan Patten, who began teaching a class of six
blind students in summer 1839. On February 5,
1842, the school was chartered and received an ap
propriation from the state of $10,000. It opened in
May 1842 in downtown Louisville and today is
situated on Frankfort Ave. in Louisville. The mis

sion of KSB is to provide comprehensive educa
tional services to all Kentucky students who are
blind and visually impaired, from birth to age 21.
In the decade of 1910–1920, a leader in blind

advocacy in Northern Kentucky was Newport

from the start. In 1920 the parish consisted of 114

minister Carl Scheben. At least since the 1940s, the

families, and 42 children were enrolled in the

local Lions Clubs have participated in the annual
Mile-of-Dime campaigns, and they were later
joined by the Kentucky Post. On February 1, 1955,
the Lions Clubs sponsored a sight-saving class
room that opened in Covington's 10th District
School for students with low vision residing in
Boone, Campbell, and Kenton counties. It was the
first class for children with low vision in any school
system in this region. The classroom had special
lighting, and the students used no-glare paper and
large type to complete assignments, in order to
keep up with their peers who had normal vision.
In 1975 the U.S. Congress passed Public

school. By 1930 there were 475 families in the
parish and 346 children in its school, making
Blessed Sacrament Parish the sixth-largest in the
Diocese of Covington (see Roman Catholics). A
flurry of building activity resulted from this
growth. In 1922 a temporary rectory was con
structed. This building was later utilized as a con
vent and eventually as a residence for the parish
custodian. A permanent rectory was completed
in 1928, and a spacious convent was built in 1935.
The present Blessed Sacrament Church was con
structed in 1938–1939 and dedicated by Bishop
Francis Howard on September 24, 1939. This

Law 94-142, now called IDEA (Individuals with
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Disabilities Education Act), which stipulates that
in order to receive federal funds, states must de

velop and implement policies that assure a free ap
propriate public education to all children with
disabilities. At present Northern Kentucky schools
have integrated many visually impaired children
into the regular classroom to learn along with
their peers. Each school district has a teacher of
the visually impaired to instruct students in
Braille and other skills that they need in order to

“Blind Men Will Appeal to Assembly–Association
Formed, KTS, April 14, 1917, 11.
“Blind People Push to Keep TANK Going," KP, June
6, 1978, 7K.

“Lavish Classroom Has 4 Students; It's Covington
Sight-Saving Setup," KP, December 19, 1955, 1.
“Lest We Forget School for Blind," KP, November 12,
1955, 2.

“Lion Clubs of Northern Kentucky Launch Annual
Mile-of-Dimes Campaign," KP December 5, 1945, 1.
Jennifer Holladay

be successful in the classroom.

The Kentucky Office for the Blind provides op
portunities for employment and independence to
individuals with visual disabilities. The agency of
fers services to help consumers become more in
dependent and productive in the workplace, the
community, the school, and the home. Its office in
Florence assists students transitioning from high
school to college, performs job placement, and
makes arrangements for rehabilitation and voca
tional training. Independent living specialists as
sist people in gaining independence in the home
and the community. Residents of Kentucky with
vision loss also avail themselves of services from

Ohio such as training for employment and inde
pendent living. The Cincinnati Association for the
Blind and Visually Impaired and the Clovernook
Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired pro
vide services such as computer training, orienta
tion, and mobility and rehabilitation services.
The Kentucky Talking Book Library in Frank
fort was established in 1968 as the Kentucky Re
gional Library for the Blind and Physically Handi
capped. Its mission is to provide library services to
individuals who have a visual or physical disability
that prevents them from using standard print mate
rials. The library has more than 50,000 titles in
Braille and on cassette tapes that are selected to ap
peal to people of all ages and with a wide range of
interests. The library sends books on tape and in
Braille through the mail at no cost to the patrons and
participates in a nationwide network of cooperative

libraries headed by the National Library Service for
the Blind and Physically Handicapped, a division of
the U.S. Library of Congress that was established in
1931. The Northern KentuckyTalking Book Library
in Kenton Co. serves residents in Boone, Campbell,
Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Owen, and Pend

leton counties with talking-book services only.
The Northern Kentucky Council of the Blind, a
chapter of the consumer organization Kentucky
Council of the Blind, received its charter on No

BLIZZARDS
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WINTER

WEATHER. Northern Kentucky has had plenty
of bad weather, but some winter storms that have

passed through the region have been memorable.
From snowdrifts to frozen rivers, Northern Ken

tuckians have seen it all and have managed to plow
through it.
One particularly bad winter was that of 1909–
1910, when the area was covered in snow and ice
for months. A blizzard struck on November 22,

1909, strong winds and heavy rains turned to ice,
and the temperature dropped below 0°Fahren
heit. By December 30 the Ohio River had frozen.
In January the weather began to warm and then
seven inches of new snow fell the night of January
5, 1910, and some roads in Bromley, in Kenton Co.,
were under two-foot snowdrifts. Once again the
weather started to warm up, and more snow fellon
February 16–17, a total of 11 inches. Two days later,
the temperature was below 0°. After three months
of snow and ice, warmer temperatures moved in,
and a thaw caused the river to rise. Flooding was
not as bad as was expected, however, except for
those who lived on boats or close to the shore.
The winter of 1917 was a two-month roller

coaster ride of weather for Northern Kentucky. On
December 8 an 11-inch snowfall set a new record

in the region for the greatest accumulation within
a 24-hour period. Floods occurred in places when
all of the snow melted; then below-zero tempera
tures followed. (A month later –16° at Cincinnati

was recorded on January 12, 1918—the record low
for Cincinnati was -17° on February 9, 1899) The
Ohio River froze, and many boats were crushed
along the public landing at Cincinnati. The worst
result of the bad weather was the coal shortage in
both Newport and Covington. Some 1,500 rail
road cars laden with coal were frozen onto the

tracks at the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad
Yard in Silver Grove. Finally the ice began to break

The following day the temperature in Northern
Kentucky dipped to -16° (-17° according to some
measurements), the coldest since January 12, 1918,
and was not expected to rise above 0°. The Licking
River froze over in many places, and a four-inch
water main at Emma and Main Sts. in Covington
burst. Men were housed overnight in both the Cov
ington and the Newport jails, rural schools were
closed, and all accommodations at Williamstown

were occupied by stranded U.S. 25 tourists. Fire
men were kept busy in Covington, Newport, Day
ton, Ludlow, and S. Fort Mitchell, Ky. The tempera
ture during the day rose to -9°. Some relief came
on January 24, but that did not prevent the Licking
River from freezing solid. In Kenton Co. only the
Covington city schools remained open. The 25th
of January brought a new blanket of snow, and the
temperature was near 0°. By January 28 the tem
perature hovered around 0°, as people were being
found frozen to death throughout the state of Ken
tucky. By January 30 trees survival was threatened,
livestock were endangered by the lack of water. But
by February 1, the temperature was in the 10°-to-20°
range, andlife began to return to normal.
The winter of 1963 witnessed snow, freezing
rain, and below-zero temperatures in January. On
January 24 the temperature plunged to –19°, set
ting a new record low for the Cincinnati region.
Large ice floes made the rivers, including the Ohio,
treacherous. In Dayton, Ky., the Harrison Boat
Dock broke away and nearly crashed into New
port's Central Bridge. By March the Ohio River
flooded.

The early part of 1977 was particularly harsh in
Northern Kentucky. Freezing rain and snow ar
rived by January 14, and ice was showing up on the
Ohio River. Conditions only worsened as new
Snowstorms kept coming and the temperature re
mained below freezing. All-time records for the re
gion were set on January 16(–21°),January 17(–24°),
and January 18 (–25°), accompanied by blizzard
conditions. By January 20 the Ohio River had fro

zen; Captain John Beatty could be found trying to
keep ice from gouging his Mike Fink Floating
Restaurant along Riverside Dr. in Covington; and
at Columbia Marine in Ludlow, the barges were
frozen in place. City waterlines and fire hydrants in
both Covington and Newport began to freeze and
leak, while brave (or foolhardy) residents ventured
across the Ohio on foot. The high for January 27
was 13°. By the end of January, the supply of natural
gas to industrial and commercial users was being

vember 9, 2005. It gives people who are visually
impaired a chance to meet, network, and solve
problems. This chapter has worked diligently to
ensure that the Transit Authority of Northern
Kentucky (TANK) continues to provide much

around December 30, and much-needed coal was

restricted, schools remained closed, and the Flor

delivered to households. The rivers began to rise in
the early part of 1918 and flooded once again by
February 11, but fortunately they started subsiding
by February 13, and the harsh winter episode was

ence Mall operated under shortened hours. Busi
ness at the Latonia Racecourse was greatly di
minished. On February 4, the temperature rose
into the 40s, and the river began to open for traffic.

needed door-to-door services for its riders with

Over.

disabilities.

Northern Kentucky has made much progress
in both attitudes and services to allow people who
are blind and visually impaired to live productively
and independently. Visual impairment does not
mean that life must be over. With knowledge and
resources, people who are visually impaired can live
active and fulfilling lives in Northern Kentucky.

The year 1937 is remembered for the great
flood of 1937, but in 1936 a blizzard arrived in

Northern Kentucky around 8:45 a.m. on January
22. Temperatures fell, visibility was poor, and lights
flickered throughout the area. The winds aloft from
the northwest at the 4,000-foot level were mea

sured at 62 miles per hour; temperatures in Canada
had already reached −40°, and in Minnesota, -32°.

The most notorious of all winters soon fol

lowed in 1978. On the night of January 5, 5 inches
of snow were on the ground when the rain started
and temperatures dropped 23 degrees in just four
hours. By morning, there were 11 inches of snow
and temperatures were below zero. Salt does not
work on ice and snow at such low temperatures, so
sand and cinders were used to improve the roads;
however, wind gusts of 50 miles per hour blew

BLUE LICKS

these substances off as soon as they were laid.
Roads were closed and motorists were stranded ev

erywhere. Chunks of ice were floating on the Ohio
River, and on January 30 the Clare E. Beatty tow
boat (owned by Captain John Beatty) sank. Tem
peratures finally returned to normal, and after a
month of snow, the region was able to recover.
Overall, the Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky
region had approximately 53 inches of snow on the
ground; 35 people died in this blizzard.
In the ensuing years, Northern Kentucky has
been hit by blizzards several times. In 1994 a foot of
snow fell in Cincinnati. Although Northern Ken
tucky was expected to get between 6 and 9 inches,
some areas to the southeast, such as Maysville
and Augusta, received as much as 14 inches. On
January 6–7, 1996, the National Weather Service at
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International
Airport measured 12.8 inches of snow, a new 24
hour record. Again in 1999 the region was covered in
snow. Many people compared that storm to the 1978
blizzard. Snow and ice had just stopped falling and
the roads were starting to clear when more snow and
ice began to fall. The airport was kept especially busy
trying to clear its runways.

The name of this distinctive country musical
style originates from Bill Monroe's band, The Blue
Grass Boys. His first band in 1939 consisted of
banjo, bass, fiddle, guitar, and mandolin players.
However, the definitive bluegrass sound was intro
duced in 1945 when Lester Flatt and Earl Scruggs
joined Monroe's band. Scruggs played the banjo
with a three-finger roll. Flatt and Scruggs soon left
to form their own act, which rivaled Monroe's, and

both groups were highly successful for decades.
Cincinnati's King Records supported bluegrass
artists such as the Delmore Brothers, Pop Eckler,
Grandpa Jones, Bob Osborne and Jimmy Martin,
Don Reno and Red Smiley's Tennessee Cutups,
and the Stanley Brothers (Ralph and Carter). Cov
ington's WCKY radio cultivated the bluegrass
sound over its 50,000-watt station, with country
disc jockeys such as Nelson King.
In the late 1970s, Ricky Skaggs of Cordell
brought a new fresh sound of bluegrass to main
stream country music that was reminiscent of the
traditional bluegrass sound of Bill Monroe. In his
youth, Skaggs performed on television with Flatt
and Scruggs and began his professional career as
a member of Ralph Stanley's legendary bluegrass
band.

“Hundreds Risk Lives on River Ice,” KP, January 24,
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John Harrod of Owen Co. is a performer
and a scholar of traditional Kentucky folk mu
sic. He has produced collections for the bluegrass
independent-label Rounder records and has per
formed with old-time string bands in the region.
Harrod rediscovered "Mountain Girl" Blanche
Coldiron of Grant Co. and recorded her for
Rounder records. Coldiron started her career with

the Kentucky Hillbillies in 1937. After raising her
family, she made a comeback during the 1990s,
playing banjo and other stringed instruments in
the traditional Appalachian style.
It has become a common belief that bluegrass
music is one of Kentucky's most famous cultural
exports to the world, since it can be found on both
major and independent record labels. According
to Neil Rosenberg, author and researcher of Blue
grass: A History, the tri-state region remains one
of the most active bluegrass areas of the nation be
cause of the nurturing of the music by Covington
radio station WCKY between 1946 and 1964.

WNKU (the radio station at Northern Kentucky
University in Highland Heights) continued the
tradition of playing Kentucky folk music, includ
ing bluegrass, for many years when it first went on
the air in 1985.

The International Bluegrass Music Associa
tion was established in 1985 in Owensboro. In

Cohen, Ronald D., ed. Alan Lomax: Selected Writ

Johnson, Omer W. “It Was a Day Like Today, and Out

1997 the association moved its annual convention

side..." KP, January 25, 1983, IK.
McNeil, Samuel. Telephone interview by Paul A. Ten

and fanfest to Louisville. The event draws blue

ings, 1934–1997 New York: Routledge, 2003.
Hitchcock, H. Wiley, and Stanley Sadie, eds. The New
Grove Dictionary of American Music. New York:

1977, 1K.

kotte, January 19, 2007, National Weather Service

Forecast Office, Wilmington, Ohio.
National Weather Service Forecast Office, Wilming
ton, Ohio. “Unique Local Climate Data." www

.weather.gov/climate/local data.php?wfo=iln (ac
cessed January 19, 2007).
Reis, Jim. “Welcome to North Pole,” KP, December
14, 1998, 4K.

"A Winter Northern Kentucky Didn't Forget."

grass fans and musicians from around the world.
The music has also encouraged the development
of hundreds of bluegrass festivals nationwide, in
cluding the annual Northern Kentucky Bluegrass
Festival (founded 1984), located first in Burling
ton, later in Independence, and now in Alexan
dria; and the Northern Kentucky Bluegrass Music
Association's “Pickin' for Memory” festival in
Sparta, newly organized for the Alzheimer's As

Macmillan, 1986.

Kingsbury, Paul, ed. The Encyclopedia of Country
Music: The Ultimate Guide to the Music. New

York: Oxford Univ. Press, 1998.

Rosenberg, Neil V. Bluegrass: A History. Urbana:
Univ. of Illinois Press, 1985.

Wolfe, Charles K. Kentucky Country. Lexington: Univ.
Press of Kentucky, 1996.
John Schlipp

KP, December 26, 1983, 10K.
sociation of Greater Cincinnati. In addition to lo

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Weather Bureau.
"Monthly Meteorological Survey with Comparative

Data, Cincinnati, Ohio," 1906–, Public Library of
Cincinnatiand Hamilton Co., Cincinnati, Ohio.
Elizabeth Comer Williams

BLUEGRASS. Bluegrass has been nurtured in
Northern Kentucky for more than a half century by
performers and audiences both live and broadcast.
Bluegrass music is derived mainly from tradi
tional folk ballads and old-time music that arrived

in the Appalachian Mountains with the earliest
Scots-Irish settlers. It is an amalgamation of early
mountain music and ballad singing, square-dance
fiddling, blues, jazz, gospel music, and Tin Pan
Alley song style. Bluegrass performance technique
is patterned after jazz, in which instrumental solo
ists alternate playing improvisational variations on
the melody. Bill Monroe of Rosine, Ky. (1911–1996),
the “Father of Bluegrass," introduced this unique
approach, which relies mostly on acoustic stringed
instruments accompanied by high-pitched, "lone
some" tenor vocals. The music has a fast tempo,
generally in duple meter, highlighting the offbeats.
Folklorist and music collector Alan Lomax labeled
it "folk music with overdrive."

cal bands, nationally known artists such as Melvin
Goins, Ralph Stanley, IIIrd Tyme Out, and Windy
Mountain perform at these festivals.
For more than 20 years, local bluegrass artists
have met at the Hebron Masonic Lodge in Hebron
for Friday-night jam sessions sponsored by Gene
Thompson (founder and coordinator of the North
ern Kentucky Bluegrass Festival). Bobby Mackey,
owner of Bobby Mackey's Music World, the re
gion's oldest country nightspot, released a bluegrass
compact disc entitled Ten Shades of Green (2004)
with Rhonda Vincent. Mackey has also formed the
Pine Hill Pickers to play at bluegrass festivals.
A newer bluegrass performer, Alison Krauss,

BLUE LICKS. Along the Licking River in Ken
tucky, on the Robertson-Nicholas county line, the
Lower Blue Licks is the site of prehistoric fossils,
a battle of the Revolutionary War that was Ken
tucky's worst defeat in its conflicts with Indians,

is one of the few women to become successful in

The salt at Blue Licks was important over the
centuries for animals and more recently for hu
mans. The trail that opened up Central Kentucky

bluegrass music, traditionally dominated by male
musicians. She has won more Grammy awards
than any other female artist and is featured with
other old-time-music artists such as the renowned

Ralph Stanley on a multi-platinum-selling sound
track recording of the popular movie O Brother,
Where Art Thou? (2000), starring George Cloo
ney, a Northern Kentucky native. The soundtrack
recording introduced old-time music and the tra
ditional bluegrass acoustic sound to a new genera
tion of fans.

and a 19th-century health resort that rivaled the

best health spas in the country. There were once
two salt springs active along the Licking River,
called by pioneers the Upper and Lower Blue Licks.
Their names were derived from the salt springs
near the river whose oozing waters gave the mud a
bluish tint. The Lower Blue Licks, the larger of the
two health springs areas, is commonly known as
Blue Licks.

from the Ohio River, called the Buffalo Trace (see

Buffalo Traces), was determined partially by
people and animals visiting Blue Licks for its salt.
The highway route to Blue Licks that is in use today
follows essentially the same path. The muck from
the salt spring was also a trap for many animals.
The remains of prehistoric animals such as mam
moths, mastodons, and sloths were discovered in

the 1800s, and some are on display in the museum
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BLUE LICKS, BATTLE OF

that is part of the Blue Licks Battlefield State

located in Robertson Co., are now the Blue Licks

Resort Park.

Battlefield State Resort, which has recreational fa

American Indians, and later the pioneers who
settled Kentucky, also used the salt spring regu
larly. Maj. John Finley was one of the explorers
from Pennsylvania who surveyed the area in 1773
and then moved there to live; his family continued
to reside in the region until the mid-19th century.
In January 1778 Daniel Boone was captured by a
party of more than 100 American Indians and
2 Frenchmen while he was hunting and on a salt
making expedition at Blue Licks. He persuaded the
other 30 Kentuckians in the salt-making party to

cilities, a lodge, campsites, and a museum.

surrender. This event led to one of Boone's most

famous adventures, living with the Shawnee Indi
ans and, later, after escaping his captivity, being
tried for treason by the settlers at Fort Boonesbor
ough when he returned to the fort.
Blue Licks soon became infamous for its role in

the Revolutionary War (see Battle of Blue Licks).
Although the colonists and the British had nego
tiated peace after the Battle of Yorktown, the
disposition of the lands west of the Appalachian
Mountains was uncertain. Lands throughout the
trans-Appalachian region were still being fought
over by some of the tribes of American Indians,
aided by the British, and the colonials trying to set
tle them. On August 19, 1782, a small party of Brit
ish regulars and a band of American Indians killed
more than 60 settlers at the Battle of Blue Licks.

Blue Licks again reached prominence from 1840
through 1870 because a large spa was constructed
there and water from the region's springs, pur
ported to have healing qualities, was bottled and

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1. Cov

ington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
Conley, Joan Weissinger, comp, and ed. History of
Nicholas County. Carlisle, Ky. Nicholas Co. His
torical Society, 1976.

Kentucky Gateway Museum Center, vertical files,
Maysville, Ky.
John Klee
BLUE LICKS, BATTLE OF. Blue Licks, one of

Kentucky's most important historical sites, is today
maintained and preserved within the Blue Licks
Battlefield State Resort Park. Located just north
of the Licking River in Robertson Co., Blue Licks
was the location of a battle on August 19, 1782. Al
though characterized even today by some histori

Logan, meantime, had assembled his forces at
Bryants Station and started north to join up with
Todd's forces. Within five miles they met the flee
ing survivors and turned back. On August 24, Lo
gan finally arrived at the battle site with a com
mand of 500 men, but all that could be done was to

bury the remains of their comrades. The bloody
defeat stunned the residents of the Kentucky fron
tier, and a period of both fear and mourning fol
lowed. Many communities had lost leaders, and
Brig. Gen. George Rogers Clark soon was re
ceiving blame for not preparing to defend the Ken
tucky forts properly. Clark responded decisively:
before long he mounted a successful retaliatory at
tackinto the Indian homelands in Ohio.

In retrospect, the battle of Blue Licks was but
one of many episodes that pitted an Indian raiding
party against settlers in Kentucky, part of a half
century struggle over land and territories that in

ans as "the last battle of the American Revolution,”

the end saw the Indians driven out of the state. The

this event was only one of a series of frontier skir
mishes that took place between the 1781 defeat of
the main British army at Yorktown, N.Y., and the
1783 conclusion of the final peace agreement.

sounds of the fighting that took place at the Blue
Licks are gone; in their place are a beautiful state
park and a metal historical marker commemorat
ing the great battle fought there so many years ago.

It is fortunate that the battle at Blue Licks had

little impact on the war itself, since it ended in a di

“The Disastrous Battle of Blue Licks,” DC, August 19,
1882, 2.

sastrous defeat for the frontier colonials. A force of

about 300 Indians, mainly Wyandots, and a con
tingent of 60 Canadian Rangers led by the British
captain William Caldwell attacked the Kentucki
ans at the Bryants Station stockade outside Lexing
ton on August 15, 1781. After a couple of days, the
Indians tired of the fight, and the attackers retreated

“Historic Battleground," KP, August 17, 1998, 1K.
“The Slaughter at Blue Licks—Boone's Account of
Battle,” KSJ, August 22, 1882, 1.

James C. Claypool
BLUE LICKS BATTLEFIELD STATE RE

northward toward the Ohio territories. Word of

SORT PARK. This Robertson Co. historical and

rounding counties in Kentucky were all struck

the attack spread quickly, and a force of about 180
Kentucky militiamen, under the command of Col.
John Todd, arrived at Bryants Station on August
18, only to discover that the enemy had left.
Instead of waiting to join with a larger force of
militia being assembled by Col. Benjamin Logan,
Todd led his forces northward on a trail the enemy

with the disease. Blue Licks water was sold around

had made no efforts to conceal. Daniel Boone, a

the country until the springs ran dry in 1896. In
guests, the structure was three stories tall, and it
ran 670 feet in length. It was during the same time
period (in 1847) that the Western Military Insti

militia officer and one of those in pursuit, warned
ofa possible ambush, but Todd ignored his warning
and pressed recklessly on to the Lower Blue Licks
ford. Divided roughly into three divisions com
manded by Todd, Boone, and Col. Stephen Trigg,

tute was chartered at Blue Licks. Advertisements

the Kentuckians crossed to the north shore of the

from 1848 heralded the institute's merits and pro
claimed that it had space for up to 300 students.
James G. Blaine, a future U.S. presidential candi
date, taught there. He had, however, left his posi

Licking River and assumed an attack formation.
As they began their advance up the hill that over
looked the river, the enemy struck. In the sharp
exchanges that followed, the Kentuckians could
do no more than fight holding actions as those

recreational gatheringspotalongtheold Maysville
and Lexington Turnpike (U.S. 68), south of
Maysville and 48 miles north of Lexington, has
been known to Kentuckians from the earliest days
of Kentucky's settlement. Now one of the four state
parks within the Northern Kentucky region, this is
where the 1782 Revolutionary War Battle of Blue
Licks (see Blue Licks, Battle of) took place. It is
also where the famous 19th-century Blue Licks
Springs hotel catered to the carriage trade who
could afford to stay there, enjoying the benefits of
the saltsprings waters (see Blue Licks). As early as
the 1860s, families such as the Robert Heming
rays of Covington were guests at the hotel. Small
steamboats successfully navigated their way up the
North Forth of the Licking River, bringing passen
gers to Blue Licks. Memorial ceremonies celebrat
ing the historic Battle of Blue Licks—known to
generations of Kentuckians as the last battle of the
American Revolution—are a staple at the site.
The state park opened in 1926 and operated
seasonally (April 1–October 31) until the lodge
was completed during the 1990s. At that time the
state park formally became a state resort park.
The park's cedar-and-fieldstone museum housing
the Indian artifacts excavated by archaeologist W.
J. Curtis was opened in 1926. Also at the park is a
large stone monument that commemorates the
early pioneers who died in the famous battle and
are buried at its base, including Daniel Boone's
son Israel. Today's visitors find shaded picnic and
camping areas, hiking trails, a large outdoor swim

sold. A label from one of the Blue Licks bottles

boasts:"A glass or two before breakfast for disorder
of stomach, liver, kidneys, render greates [sic], sat
isfaction.” The water's reputation was enhanced
when the spa, known as the Arlington Hotel, expe
rienced no outbreaks of cholera while the sur

1845 the hotel was often filled with 400 to 600

tion at the school sometime before the institute

moved to Nashville, Tenn., in 1854. The large hotel
at Blue Licks burned on April 7, 1862, but was re
built. The Robert Hemingray family (see Heming
ray Glass Company) of Covington enjoyed va
cationing at the site. The rebuilt hotel and spa
operated until the early 1900s, by which time the
spa period in the United States had faded and the
waters at the Blue Licks were gone.
The community of Blue Licks, formerly the site
of the grand hotel, currently consists of a few
houses along the Licking River and is a part of
Nicholas Co. The area is subject to flooding from
the Licking River. The battlefield and burial site,

who survived fled southward back across the Lick

ing River. Both Trigg and Todd were among those
killed; Boone's son Israel was also killed. The Indi

ans, momentarily held back by covering fire from
a group organized by militiaman Benjamin Neth
erland, pursued for a couple of miles and then gave
up the chase. While the stunned colonials limped
back to Bryants Station, the Indians returned to
the battlefield to strip, scalp, and mutilate bodies.
More than 70 Kentuckians died, whereas the Ca

nadians and Indians are said to have suffered only
two dozen casualties—14 wounded and perhaps
10 killed.

BLUES

ming pool, a 32-room lodge with cottages, a res
taurant, and a gift shop. Several large events are
scheduled throughout the year. The annual August
reenactment of the battle attracts a large crowd. In
recent years the park has provided jobs to a part of
the Northern Kentucky region in need of employ
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award winner John Lee Hooker(1917–2001) worked

tern found in the work songs of former slaves and
poor laborers of the South, mixed with contrasting
European influence. The term blues is also associ
ated with a frame of mind, with conveying a per
sonal feeling in a harmonic progression, typically

cinnati and, between 1949 and 1953, recorded for

via a 12-bar musical structure. The blues notes are

the innovative King Records. Hooker integrated
boogie-woogie and swing rhythms into his raw,
percussive riff-based guitar technique and pas

Commemorates Last Kentucky Battle of American

commonly bent or slurred by way of a slight drop
of pitch on the third, fifth, or seventh tone of the
major scale.

Revolution,” American Motorist, October 1976,

Blues styles are usually based on their geo

though no specific homegrown style developed
for the region, a burgeoning blues landscape
emerged that leaned toward the southern jug
bands style of the blues. Some of the minstrel and
ragtime musical styles, preceding the birth of the
blues, lingered in the early Cincinnatiblues sound.
Cincinnati had a place in early blues, however.
W. C. Handy's first blues song, “Memphis Blues,"
was printed by Otto Zimmerman & Son in Cin

“Boogie Chillun” in the 1950s influenced the new
rhythm-and-blues era.
An electric-guitar blues specialist and vocalist
with a more refined, smooth style, Lonnie Johnson
(1889–1970), performed locally in the late 1940s
and early 1950s and recorded hits such as “Pleasing
You" and “Tomorrow Night" for King Records.
Johnson also played the piano, the violin, the har
monica, and the kazoo. He backed jazz artists
such as Duke Ellington and Louis Armstrong be
fore arriving at King Records. He performed on a
regular basis at the 333 Club in Newport.
During the early 1950s, radio and the major
record companies began to support blues along
with rhythm and blues, which soon gave way to
rock and roll. The growing popularity of amplified
guitars and harmonicas, as evidenced by artists
such as Muddy Waters and B. B. King, drastically
changed the blues style. The unique sound of these
artists modernized popular music, providing the
essentials for subsequent genres such as Soul and

cinnati in 1912 (later, Zimmerman moved to New

Rock in the 1960s.

port). Cincinnati-born Mamie Smith (1883–1946)

Randy McNutt's Guitar Towns identifies an
evolving Cincinnati sound that emerged in the late

ment opportunities.
Landers, Arthur B., Jr. “Blue Licks Battlefield State Park:

10–11.

BLUEMLEIN, THOMAS (b. February 13, 1948,
Cincinnati, Ohio). Tom Bluemlein was first trained

and employed in commercial art, but he is best
known for his impressionist-style landscapes of
regional locales, European city scenes, intimate
wooded interiors, still life, portraits, and seascapes.
Even though his subjects range from the local to

graphic origin. There are Mississippi Delta blues,
Chicago blues, New Orleans blues, Texas blues,
West Coast blues, and so forth. In Going to Cin
cinnati, author Steven Tracy asserts that the Cin
cinnati region does not have a specific style
associated with its early blues music, as the region's
African Americans migrated from many differ
ent parts of the South, via the Ohio River and vari
ous southern railroads. Ohio's free-state status in

international, Bluemlein resides in Northern Ken

antebellum days, along with its proximity to the

tucky, where he presently paints in his Fort Mitch
ell loft studio. After graduating from Lloyd Me
morial High School in Erlanger, he married his
high school sweetheart, Jonna House; they had
two children. He entered the Central Academy of
Commercial Art of Cincinnati in 1967, and upon
completion of the two-year program, he worked as
a designer for Quell Sign Co. For 13 years he was
employed by the Kroger Company in Cincinnati
as a photographer and illustrator, and then he
started his own design firm, Creative Services.
Bluemlein's interest and work in creative arts, par
ticularly oil painting, has run aparallel course with
his career as a designer. While doing commercial
art, he began to studylife painting at the Art Acad
emy of Cincinnati in the late 1970s. He continued

South, further attracted African Americans. Al

to be involved in both fields until 2000, when he

began painting and teaching full-time. He studied
with Paul Chidlaw and attended workshops with
nationally known illustrator N. C. Wyeth. He has
taught in numerous community art classes and
has been active in the Northern Kentucky Water
color Society. Bluemleinholds memberships in the
Cincinnati Art Club and in Oil Painters of Amer

ica. He is interested currently in the legacy art con
cept, creating commissioned oil paintings that are
metaphoric in nature and reflect a sense of legacy.
His paintings can be found in galleries in Jackson
Hole, Wyo; Highlands and Myrtle Beach, S.C.;
Santa Fe, N.Mex.; and Carmel, Calif., in addition

to local private collections.
Blumlein, Thomas. Interview by Rebecca Bilbo, fall
2006, Fort Mitchell, Ky.

was one of the first singers to record the revolu
tionary"Crazy Blues" in 1920, in a vaudeville blues
style.
An early-recorded song, “Newport Blues,” per
formed by the Cincinnati Jug Band, referred to
Kentucky's "wide-open" city of Newport, where
the band frequently performed at parties. Brothers
Bob and Walter Coleman, along with Sam Jones
“Stovepipe No. 1," were the early members of the
band. In 1936 the Cincinnati Jug Band recorded
"I'm Going to Cincinnati,” which was a blues ac
count of the local red-light district, which centered
on George St. in Cincinnati during the early blues
era. Sam Jones and David Crocket paired as King
David's Jug Band in another example of this early
Cincinnatiblues style.
Blues was performed during the early days in
Cincinnati by local pianist Jesse James (later, in the
1950s, a Northern Kentucky resident) and pianist
Leroy Carr of Indianapolis. Blues pianists Walter
Davis and Roosevelt Sykes, both of St. Louis, re
corded at Cincinnati's Sinton Hotel in 1930. Dur

in a Walnut Hills, Ohio, factory while performing
at tri-state house parties and blues dances in the
1940s. He also sang with gospel groups in Cin

sionate singing approach. Hooker's recording of

1950s from the tri-state musical mixture of blues,

rhythm and blues, country, and pop to create a
unique blues-rock. Nationally during the 1960s,
blues influenced both soul music and psychedelic
blues. Legendary James Brown's million-seller "Pa
pa's Got a Brand New Bag" (1965) was an example
of the soul sound recorded at King Records in
Cincinnati.

Because popular music of the 1970s was signif.
icantly influenced by the blues, an increased inter
est in the roots of the genre and its older blues
musicians ensued. Examples included Northern
Kentucky blues artists such as Albert Washington
(a Newport resident in his youth), a blues singer
and instrumentalist; James “Pigmeat" Jarrett (also
a Newport resident in his youth), a pianist; and
Covington-born Ed Conley, a backup bassist.
Washington recorded for local King Records and
Fraternity Records and performed regularly for lo
cal tri-state audiences in the 1960s, 1970s, and

“Colorful Cottage Makeover." CE, March 6, 1999, C1.
“Lloyd Inducts Hall of Famers,” Erlanger Dixie
News, July 7, 1994, 11.

ing this period, the Cincinnati blues street musi
cians were songsters attempting to please both

1980s. Jarrett grew up in Newport and Cincinnati
hearing blues and ragtime. He played the piano on
the Island Queen steamer and later performed

“St. Luke Festival of the Arts,” KP, November 1, 1995,

white and black crowds, with a mixture of rural

blues locally in the 1980s, after recording for Cin

and urban musical styles.

cinnatiblues scholar and musician Steven C. Tracy.
Conley backed many famous artists at King Rec
ords, including James Brown.
Another Cincinnati blues artist specializing
in boogie-woogie piano was Big Joe Duskin, who
learned from the earlier blues pianists performing
in Cincinnati, such as Leroy Carr, Roosevelt Sykes,
Fats Waller, and the localpianist Jesseſames. Duskin
performed locally during the blues renaissance of

3KK.

Rebecca Bilbo

The modern blues sound emerged in the 1940s
with the rise of independent recording studios

BLUES. Blues, always popular in Northern Ken
tucky, is an African American folk music based on
a simple, repetitive musical structure consisting
of a three-line, AAB, poetic form. It is a musical
predecessor to jazz. The vocal technique of blues
comes from the field-holler, call-and-response pat

such as King Records in Cincinnati, and with the
use of the electric guitar. The accelerated migration
of African Americans from the South to the North

resulted in the blending of an urban blues sound
with its down-home roots. Known as the Boogie
Man, renowned bluessinger, guitarist, and Grammy
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the early 1970s at clubs in Cincinnati's Mount Ad
ams and for university crowds in the Clifton neigh
borhood, and also later with Albert Washington.
Duskin appeared on local television broadcasts with
hosts such as Nick Clooney. He found interna
tional fame traveling and performing in Europe in
the 1980s. In 2004 Duskin performed at the South
gate House in Newport.
Longtime area resident Bob “H-Bomb" Fergu
son, attracted to Cincinnati to record for King
Records in the late 1950s, performed at tri-state
venues such as Covington's Winter Blues Fest at
Main Strasse in 2006. Known for his flamboyant
shouting "rhythm and blues" performances in
which he wore different-colored wild wigs, Fergu
son also became internationally known; he per
formed in Holland at Blues Estaffette '88 in 1988.

He played the piano for some of his performances
but usually was backed by a “rhythm and blues"
band. He died in November 2006.
Lucille's Blues Club at 3715 Winston Ave., in

the Latonia section of Covington, opened in 1994,
dedicated exclusively to blues. Local, regional, and
national blues artists performed there, including
legendary Carl Weathersby. Although Lucille's
Blues Club closed circa 2002, the Southgate House
in Newport and Chez Nora in Covington offer
an eclectic blend of music including blues. Both
“H-Bomb" Ferguson and James "Pigmeat" Jarrett
have played at the Mansion Hill Tavern in New
port, a well-known blues spot for 20 years.
A century after its creation, the blues still reflects
a down-home cultural feel, despite its urbanized de
velopment and growing international popularity.
Blues remains essentially folk songs that tellstories
focusing on intimate personal relationships, usually
sung solo in a first-person style. Loyal audiences of
all cultural backgrounds are often emotionally in
spired with a sense of life-affirming unity. Blues has
influenced not only jazz, but also country, rhythm
and blues, rock, and hip hop (rap) musical styles.
Cohen, Ronald D., ed. Alan Lomax: Selected Writ

ings, 1934–1997 New York: Routledge, 2003.
Cohn, Lawrence. Nothing but the Blues. New York:

actual, inventor of the steamboat. The sounds of

BOBBY MACKEY'S MUSIC WORLD. The

industry were heard by anyone who ventured near
one of these yards. The ringing of the anvil, the
roar of the forge, and the hum of the circular saw
were noticeable blocks away as dozens of workers
labored to fabricate new steamers and barges.
Production rose and fell with the economy. Be

noted country music entertainment center Bobby
Mackey's Music World is located at 44 Licking Pike
in Wilder. The current building was preceded by

tween 1817 and 1880, some 1,374 boats were built

in yards near Cincinnati, according to the U.S.
Census of 1880.
Some of these boats were built in Northern Ken

tucky. One ofthe first was the Missouri, launched in
March 1819 at T. J. Palmer's yard in Newport. The
General Putnam was launched from a boatyard
near the mouth of the Licking River two months
later. During the early 1850s, three ferryboats were
completed in Newport for local service. Covington
was active in the boat business as well. In 1853 the

packet Franklin Pierce was completed for Red River
trade. Some 20 years later, the hull for the U.S. snag
boat E.A. Woodruff was completed in Covington,
but the machinery was made and installed in Pitts
burgh. Other boats built in these yards are listed in
Captain Fred Way's Packet Directory.
The Covington Dry Dock, operated by S. W.
Coflin, was likely the best equipped of the various
Northern Kentucky yards. It was located along Sec
ond St., near the foot of Philadelphia St., in the West
Side of Covington (see West Side [Covington]). It
was particularly active in the 1880s and advertised
that it would build steamboats and barges and re
pair and caulk them. Coſlin used a stern-wheel
towboat, the Alex Montgomery, as a harbor tug.
This same boat also towed coal barges downriver
from the Kanawha River in West Virginia.
Some Cincinnati boat builders lived in Ken

tucky. Burton Hazen (1807–1883) established a
yard at Fulton in about 1838 but resided in Dayton,
Ky., along the opposite shore of the Ohio River. He
began to develop real estate near his house while
managing his boat building business. Hazen even
tually lost his boatyard, but he managed to keep his
Kentucky home and lived in the Dayton-Bellevue
community until his last days.
One of Hazen's sons-in-law, Charles Barnes, led

Abbeville Press, 1993.

McNutt, Randy. Guitar Towns: A Journey to the
Crossroads of Rock ’n’ Roll. Bloomington: Indi
ana Univ. Press, 2002.

Ruppli, Michael. The King Labels: A Discography
Westport, Conn.; Greenwood Press, 1985.
Russell, Tony. The Blues—From Robert Johnson to
Robert Cray. New York:Schirmer Books, 1997.
Sonnier, Austin, Jr. Guide to the Blues: History,

Who's Who, Research Sources. Westport, Conn.
Greenwood Press, 1994.

Tracy, Steven C. Going to Cincinnati: A History of
the Blues in the Queen City. Urbana: Univ. of Il
linois Press, 1993.

a similar existence. He operated a riverboat engine
building business in downtown Cincinnati near the
river but had a home in Dayton, Ky. Barnes was born
in Louisville in 1836 and raised and educated in

Cincinnati, attending St. John's School and Xavier
College. He ran a bookstore in Newport from 1857
to 1870 but found steam engines more attractive
and likely more profitable than the book trade. He
had a machine shop on Second St. in Cincinnati
and by 1910 moved it to Main St., also in Cincin
nati. His firm built engines for many river steam
ers, including the second Island Queen (1925).

John Schlipp
BOATYARDS. Riverboat building was once a
large industry in the Greater Cincinnati region.
Small and large yards were located along the banks
of the Ohio River, with the greatest concentration
in Cincinnati's East End. This area (part of the City
of Cincinnati today, along Eastern Ave.) was called
Fulton, Ohio, in honor of the popular, if not the

one constructed about 1850, which served as a

slaughterhouse and meatpacking plant in what
was then called Finchtown. A well was dug in the
basement of the building to collect the animal
blood that accumulated during slaughtering. The
packing plant closed down in the late 1800s. Local
legend has it that occult groups began using the
abandoned building and its well during their ritu
als. In 1896 the building became involved in one of
the state's most spectacular murder trials. A young
woman named Pearl Bryan was murdered by two
young men. Her decapitated body was found less
than two miles from the former slaughterhouse.
Both men were hanged for their crime but refused
to reveal the whereabouts of Bryan's head. Specula
tion abounded that the head had been used in an

occult ritual and disposed of in the well of the old
slaughterhouse. After the trial ended, the building
remained empty for several years. It was eventually
torn down and replaced with a roadhouse. During
the 1920s the building became known as a speak
easy and a gambling joint.
In 1933 Ernest "Buck” Brady purchased the
building and turned it into a popular nightclub
called the Primrose. It had a restaurant and a ca

sino that thrived during the 1930s and 1940s. The
successofthe club caught the attention ofthe Cleve
land Syndicate, which at the time controlled ac
tivities in adjacent Newport. Individuals from the
syndicate pressured Brady to sell the club, even
threatening to end his life. Brady sold it, and it was
renamed the Latin Quarter. It quickly became an
entertainment hotspot in Northern Kentucky. The
nightclub offered dining, dancing, floor shows, and
a casino. During the early 1950s, the new club own
ers, including Frank “Screw” Andrews, were ar
rested several times on gambling charges. The club
continued to flourish until 1961, when the citizens

of Campbell Co. began a drive to rid the area of or
ganized crime (see Newport Reform Groups).
In the 1970s the building housed another night
club, known as the Hard Rock Café. After several

fatal shootings on the premises, the club was closed
by police in 1977. In 1978 a well-known aspiring
local country singer named Bobby Mackey pur
chased the building. He renovated it and turned it
into a country western bar, equipped with a me
chanical bucking bull and a stage for live perfor
mances. The bar began attracting a large crowd.
Several strange occurrences were reported, and
some people claimed that the club was haunted.

The claim attracted national attention, with seg
ments about the club appearing on television

shows such as Hard Copy, Geraldo, Sightings,
"Burton Hazen, an Early Cincinnati Steamboat
Builder." S and D Reflector 38, no. 1 (March 2001):

Jerry Springer, and A Current Affair, as well as on
the Lifetime Channel (cable). The media attention

12–13.

influenced Bobby Mackey to make plans to tear
Way, Frederickjr. Way's Packet Directory, 1848–1994.
Athens: Ohio Univ. Press, 1994.

White, Robert J. “The Cincinnati Marine Railway,"
QCH 57, nos. 2–3 (Summer–Fall 1999): 69–83.
John H. White

down the building and construct a new club on
adjacent property. The property that he purchased
was rendered useless, however, by the sudden ap
pearance of a six-inch-wide and 60-foot-deep fis
sure extending from the old slaughterhouse well

BOONE, DANIEL

to the middle of the adjacent property. Bobby
Mackey's Music World continues to operate in its
original building.
Franzen, Gene. “Country Western Club Spent Time as
a Casino,” KE, September 30, 2001, B1.

Hensley, Douglas. Hell's Gate: Terror at Bobby Mack
ey's Music World. Jacksonville, Fla.: Audio Books
Plus, 1993.

Taylor, Troy. No Rest for the Wicked. History and
Hauntings of American Crime and Unsolved

Mysteries. Alton, Ill: Whitechapel Productions
Press, 2001.

Robin Caraway
BOGARDUS, CARL R., SR. (b. May 1, 1906,
Warsaw, Ky; d. December 16, 1992, Warsaw, Ky.)
Physician, historian, and genealogist Carl Bogar
dus Sr. was the son of Oren Arthur and Nancy Bal
lard Bogardus. Arthur Bogardus operated the
noted Bogardus Furniture Company in Warsaw,
where Carl worked when he was a boy. Carl Bogar
dus attended public schools in Warsaw, graduat
ing from Warsaw High School in 1924. He received
his premedical education at Hanover College in
Madison, Ind., and his MD degree from the Uni
versity of Louisville School of Medicine in 1930.
Bogardus served a 15-month general rotating in
ternship at Gorgas Hospital in Ancon, Panama
Canal Zone, and then was employed for three
years as a full-time county health officer at Hyden
in Leslie Co. Bogardus's work as Leslie Co.'s
health officer took him by horseback to some of
the most remote regions of the state. He soon be
came associated with the county's famed Frontier
Nursing Service, and together he and the agency
helped to improve dramatically the health condi
tions of the citizens they served.
In 1934 Bogardus left his work in the moun
tains and opened a general practice of medicine at
Glencoe in Gallatin Co. One year later, in 1935, he
moved to his hometown of Warsaw, where he en

gaged in the general practice of medicine for three
years. In 1938 Dr. Bogardus moved to Austin, Ind.,
where he practiced general medicine for the next
39 years, 1938–1977. While in Indiana he contin
ued working at his hobby of local and family his
tory and found time to write and publish many
books, booklets, and newspaper articles. In the
early 1970s, he began limiting his medical practice
to office work and spent much time traveling the
world and researching the history of his hometown
of Warsaw and the genealogy associated with the
town. Bogardus retired to Warsaw in 1977 and in
1978 built a stately home overlooking the Ohio
River. Since the days of his youth, when he had

gazed with awe out the windows of his father's fur
niture factory at the comings and goings of the
traffic on the Ohio River, Bogardus had had a deep
fascination and love for rivers and their lore. His

return to Warsaw allowed him to pursue this at
traction, and he plunged headlong into chroni
cling the history of the Ohio River and its system
of waterways and collecting memorabilia about it.
He continued his local historical and genealogical
writings and became the founder and president of
the Gallatin Co. Historical Society. As its president

he oversaw the restoration of the historic Hawkins

Kirby House, the site of the society's meetings.
Bogardus was a member of the Warsaw Lions Club,
the Warsaw chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution, and many other historical and genea
logical societies. During the final years of his life,
he was blind, but he continued to write by dictat
ing into a tape recorder, from which his wife, Sue
McDarment Bogardus, transcribed his writings to
paper. Bogardus's extensive collection of books,
photographs, genealogical research, and articles
about rivers, along with his own publications, were
donated in 1991 to Northern Kentucky Univer
sity at Highland Heights and are housed in the
university's archives. Researchers of local history
and genealogy also still use the materials that re
main at his home in Warsaw. Bogardus died after a
brief illness in 1992, at age 86. His body was cre
mated and his ashes were buried in the Warsaw

Cemetery. His wife Sue, who faithfully cared for
him after he became blind, survived him. A manu

script entitled “The Story of Gallatin County."
which Bogardus had nearly completed, was orga
nized, edited, and published as a book in 2003.
Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Privately printed, 2003.

“Dr. Carl R. Bogardus." S and D Reflector 30, no. 4
(March 1993); 6.

James C. Claypool
BOONE, DANIEL (b. November 2, 1734, Berks

Co., Pa.; d. September 26, 1820, Missouri). Daniel
Boone, Indian fighter and pioneer settler, was the
sixth of 11 children born to Quakers Squire and
Sarah Morgan Boone. The family moved to the
Yadkin Valley of North Carolina in 1751 or 1752.
Boone married Rebecca Bryan on August 14, 1756,
and they lived in the Yadkin Valley along Sugar
Tree Creek for 10 years. He first entered what later
became Kentucky in fall 1767 as part of a hunting
expedition with his brother Squire and another
hunter. On Daniel Boone's next visit to the region
in 1769, he caught sight of the Bluegrass region
from Pilot Knob or Pilot View.
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Licks in order to procure salt for the settlers' sur
vival at Fort Boonesborough. Again Boone was
captured by Shawnee warriors, this time under the
command of Blackfish and two Frenchmen work

ing as agents of the British in the Revolutionary
War. In February 1778 Boone, who was a captain
in the colonial forces, and the other captives were
marched across the Ohio River to the Shawnee
towns at Chillicothe on the Little Miami River.

Boone had negotiated the postponement of an at
tack on Boonesborough as well as the survival of
the men in his party. After the adoption of many of
the men, including Boone, and the transfer of oth
ers to the British at Detroit, Boone managed to es
cape, four and a half months into his captivity. He
returned to Kentucky as quickly as he could to
warn the settlers at Boonesborough of an impend
ing attack. His actions throughout his capture and
the later siege of Fort Boonesborough led to a
court-martial, but he was acquitted of all charges
and promoted to major.
After the Virginia legislature divided Ken
tucky into three counties in 1780, Boone served as
sheriff, coroner, and county lieutenant-colonel for
Fayette Co. which included Northern Kentucky.
He was also a county representative to the Virginia
State Assembly, lieutenant-colonel in the militia,
and deputy surveyor. When an allied force of Brit
ish and American Indians attacked Bryants Sta
tion in August 1782, Boone commanded one of the
three divisions that followed the retreating attack
ers toward Blue Licks. As the group approached
the ravines Boone knew so well, he sensed a trap.
He counseled the officer in charge to wait for rein
forcements to arrive, but a hasty decision led the
settlers across the river and into the anticipated
ambush. The Americans suffered heavy casualties
before their retreat, and among those killed was
Boone's son Israel.

In 1783 Boone moved his family to Limestone
(now Maysville), where he opened a store and atav
ern. His tavern provided meals and boarding for
travelers, and he sold supplies to new immigrants
from his store. Limestone was an important port

The first trip Boone made into the Northern

along the Ohio River during the settlement period.

Kentucky region was not by choice. He and his
brother-in-law, John Stuart, were captured by a
group of Shawnee warriors in December 1769 after
ignoring a warning from the Shawnee leader, Cap
tain Will, to leave Kentucky and return home. The

Boone owned a warehouse and wharf along the
river where goods could be loaded and unloaded.
He also worked for the Virginia government, sup
plying Indian prisoners transferred through the
area. Much of his trade involved locally pro
duced whiskey, skins, furs, and ginseng roots. He
also earned a reputation as a good horse trader; he
made a steady profit from selling horses raised in
Kentucky to customers east of the mountains. At
Limestone, Boone was a community leader: he di
rected the layout of a road to Lexington in 1783,

Shawnees took Boone and Stuart north from Sta

tion Camp Creek along the Kentucky River toward
the Shawnee towns across the Ohio River. One

night, as the group made camp near present-day
Maysville, both captives acquired guns and ran to
a nearby cane break to hide. After the Shawnees
gave up on finding the two men, Boone and Stuart
rejoined their hunting party.
During summer 1770 Boone explored the
central and northern portion of Kentucky alone.
Buffalo traces served as his trails much of the

time, and he made a stop at Big Bone Lick in
modern-day Boone Co., where he saw many large
fossils of mammoths. He also visited the Upper
and Lower Blue Licks. In January 1778 Boone,
along with 30 other men, made a trip to Blue

and he was made a trustee when Limestone was

incorporated as Maysville in 1786. This period of
his life was the most prosperous. He owned several
slaves who were used as servants in the tavern.

Boone also worked as a surveyor and had a
good business, but because he did not regularly fol
low through with the legal process of land registra
tion, many of the claims he surveyed later ended up
in court. Much of the land Boone acquired in Ken
tucky was lost through lawsuits. In 1789 he moved
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BOONE, JACOB

his family to Point Pleasant, Va., but the family re
turned in 1795, and Boone spent a period of time as
a hunter and farmer on land owned by his son Dan
iel Morgan Boone near Blue Licks. In 1798, the year

General Assembly to create a separate county

"A. D. Bullock has Completed Building on Scott St.,

(which became Mason Co.) from Bourbon Co. Af.

between Fourth and Fifth Sts.” CJ, November 9,

Boone was honored by the naming of a Kentucky
county for him, he moved again, to the mouth of

on the latter two. On December 11, 1787, the Vir

the Little Sandy River. He also lost more than

Limestone (still in Bourbon Co.) and named Jacob

10,000 acres of land, when the sheriffs of Mason

Boone, Daniel Boone, Henry Lee, Arthur Fox,
Thomas Brooks, and George Mefford as its first
trustees. As part of their mandate, the trustees (or
their appointees) were to lay out the town into lots
to be sold at public auction, and the Boones—

BOONE CO. Long before recorded history, pre
historic cultures of American Indians, dating

Jacob, Thomas, Ovid, and Daniel—had the honor

back to 10,000 B.C., lived in the area that is now

of so doing.

Boone Co. All along the county's 39-mile Ohio
River shoreline, from the mouth of Dry Creek,
which separates Boone Co. from Kenton Co., to
Big Bone Creek, which separates Boone Co. from
Gallatin Co., there is documented archaeological
evidence of all four of the major temporal prehis

and Clark counties sold it for unpaid back taxes.
Boone left Kentucky for Missouri in Septem
ber 1799. It is reported that when someone in Cin
cinnati asked him why he was leaving Kentucky,
Boone responded, “Too crowded—I want more
elbow-room.” He died in Missouri in 1820 and was

ter the first petition was rejected, second and third
petitions were sent, and Jacob's signature appears

18, 1911, 3.

ginia assembly officially recognized the town of

buried in the Marysville Cemetery at Defiance,

In addition to his official duties, Jacob Boone

Mo. His and Rebecca Boone's remains were rein

ran a tavern on Front St. in Maysville, which Dan
iel Boone allegedly helped to construct. In 1820
Maysville's first jail was built as an annex to the
tavern. From 1808 onward, Jacob also operated
one of the many ferries on the Ohio River at
Maysville. In 1827 Jacob Boone died and was bur
ied at the Pioneer Cemetery in Maysville. His

terred at Frankfort Cemetery in Frankfort, Ky., on
September 13, 1845.
Faragher, John Mack. Daniel Boone: The Life and
Legend of an American Pioneer. New York: Henry
Holt, 1992.

Kleber, John E. ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia. Lex
headstone remains intact.

ington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Lofaro, Michael A. Daniel Boone: An American

Life. Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 2003.
Andrea Watkins

BOONE, JACOB (b. August 15, 1754, BerksCo.,
Pa.; d. May 4, 1827, Maysville. Ky). Jacob Boone,
an early settler and official of Maysville, was the
son of Joseph Boone II and Elizabeth Warren
Boone. During the Revolutionary War, he fought
in Capt. John Bishop's Company, the 5th Battalion
of the Pennsylvania Militia, from 1777 to 1778.
Perhaps the reason he left the militia after one year
was to be with his wife, Mary DeHart, whom he

Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason
County. Lexington, Ky. Transylvania Publishing,
1936.

Spraker, Hazel Atterbury. The Boone Family: A Ge
nealogical History of George and Mary Boone
Who Came to America in 1717 Baltimore: Ge

nealogical Publishing, 1974.
Amber L. Benson

BOONE BLOCK. The historic three-story brick
building known as the Boone Block is located on

Jack Wessling

toric native traditions: Paleo Indian, Archaic,

Woodland, and Late Prehistoric. It was a logical
and practical choice for American Indians to set
tle in the region. The Ohio River provided water
and game and afforded a means for transporta
tion, and the fertile bottomlands offered native

vegetation for food, basket-making, weaving, bed
ding, attracting game, and later, farming opportu
nities. Eons of glacial events had left behind creek
and river cobbles that provided materials for stone
tools and other implements. The upper and inland
hardwood forests above the separate riverine ter

Lieutenant Governor James W. Bryan; judges
William E. Arthur, Walter W. Cleary, John

abundant shell, limestone, and clay for the manu
facture of pottery and other ceramic items. The
lush grazing and browsing resources and the pres
ence of mineral springs and salt licks in the area
guaranteed an ever-available meat source.
As far back as prehistoric times, there were
three major navigational landmarks on the Ohio
River in the region, and each was identified long
before the river was named by whites or the Com
monwealth of Kentucky was created. Of these
three, the Falls of the Ohio, Big Bone Lick, and
Split Rock (see Split Rock Conservation Park),
the latter two are in present Boone Co. Split Rock is
located along the bank at the Ohio River's 500
mile marker and is a unique natural history fea
ture. It is a rare freestanding glacial conglomerate
formation, which was well known to prehistoric

the east side of Scott St., between Fourth and Fifth

married at the time of the Revolution. It is clear

had the structure built in 1872, and his initials
(ADB) are intertwined on a stone tablet above the

tax on behalf of the militia in 1782.

original entrance. Bullock also had built the Ver
non Manor Hotel in Cincinnati. His family
owned and operated the Bullock Electric Com
pany in Norwood, Ohio. For many years the

sylvania relatives and persuaded Jacob and his
brothers Thomas and Ovid to try their fortunes
in Kentucky. The brothers sold their Pennsylva
nia property that fall and made their way down
the Monongahela River to the mouth of the Se
wickley River, downriver but northwest of Fort
Pitt, where they stopped for the winter and built a
boat. In spring 1786 they continued toward Lime
stone (Maysville), Ky., where the group arrived
without incident on May 11.
Jacob soon put himself to good use within the
community. He served as the interpreter between
Col. Benjamin Logan and Indian warriors and
chiefs during a conference on prisoner exchange on
August 20, 1787. At that summit, Logan instructed
the Indians to turn over any white prisoners in the
future directly to Jacob Boone. As quartermaster of
the militia throughout the conflict with the Indi
ans, Jacob also provided grain for Gen. Anthony
Wayne's and Gen. Arthur St. Clair's troops.
Concurrent with their negotiations and strug
gles with the Indian population, the people of
Limestone were trying to persuade the Virginia

1914, 4.

races provided nuts, berries, forage, fuel, and

that his loyalty to the colonies did not waver, since
Pennsylvania records show that he paid a supply

iel Boone, Jacob's second cousin, visited his Penn

“Historic Boone Block Soon to Change,” KP, July 29,

cover. The later American Indians utilized the

Sts., in Covington. It does not occupy the entire city
block, as its name suggests. Anthony D. Bullock

Several sources suggest that by fall 1785 Dan

1872, 3,

“Building Notes,” KP, November 3, 1914, 4.
“Covington K. of P to Have New Home,” KP, January

Boone Block held the offices of some of Kenton

Co.'s most successful lawyers, judges, and politi
cians. Included were governors John White Ste
venson (1867–1871) and William Goebel (1900);

Menzies, James J. O’Hara, Michael T. Shine,

and historical travelers alike. Big Bone Lick is the

and James Pryor Tarvin; and politician John G.
Carlisle. The Kenton Co. Democratic Party also
had its headquarters in the building, along with

most famous depository of Pleistocene vertebrate
megafauna fossil remains in North America. Pres

the fraternal organizations the Knights of Pythias
and the Bull Moose Club. In the early 1900s, many

the father of vertebrate paleontology, and Big Bone
Lick is regarded as its home. Six separate once
unknown Pleistocenespecies have been discovered
there. In the late 1700s, and throughout the 20th

of the building's tenants moved to more conve
nient locations in Covington along Madison Ave.
and Pike St., and vacancies resulted. In 1914 the

Boone Block was extensively remodeled into com
mercial space on the first floor and apartments on
the second and third. The remodeling had only
limited success in filling the vacancies; further re
modeling was done in 1926, but the problem per
sisted. Today, several businesses are located on the
first floor, but the upper floors are unoccupied.

ident Thomas Jefferson (1801–1809) is considered

century, world-renowned naturalists and scientists
arrived to study specimens from Big Bone Lick.
Early Kentucky explorers, frontiersmen, and mili
tary leaders such as George Rogers Clark, Daniel
Boone, Simon Kenton, and others went to the

Big Bone Lick area during the course of their ad
ventures, not necessarily collecting specimens, but
knowing and noting what was there. The first doc
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umented visit to Boone Co. was in 1739 by Charles
Le Moyne, the second Baron de Longueuil, who
was the commander of a French Canadian mili

tary expedition in the Mississippi River Valley. It
was this expedition that gave credit to Longueuil
for the formal discovery of Big Bone Lick.
The Kentucky legislature established Boone
Co. on December 13, 1798, by an act stating "that
from and after the first day of June next... [there
shall be one distinct county, and called and known
by the name of Boone." Named in honor of Daniel
Boone, Boone Co. officially became the 13th of
Kentucky's 120 counties on June 1, 1799. The total
population in the county at the time was 1,500.
The first permanent settlement in Boone Co.
was Tanner's Station, located on a high terrace
above the Ohio River. It was founded in 1789 by
John Tanner, a Baptist preacher from North Caro
lina. Renamed Petersburg in 1814, the settlement
was established right on top of two separate prehis
toric Fort Ancient American Indian village cul
tural sites. The site was chosen wisely by all those
who settled there: Petersburg has never flooded,
unlike many of the other Boone Co. river commu
nities. Numbered among those who arrived dur
ing the pioneer settlement era in Boone Co. was a
group of German Lutheran pioneers from Madi
son Co., Va., who settled in the east-central por
tion of the county in 1805. They established the
Hopeful Lutheran Church as the centerpiece of
their settlement. Other persons of German heri
tage followed and settled nearby in the present-day
area of Florence.

On June 17, 1799, the first Boone Co. court of.

needs. Just as the American Indians had done be

fore them, they looked for fertile cropland, water
sources, plentiful game, and good hunting and
fishing. They avoided unhealthy swampy ground
and its accompanying miasma that was believed to
cause the malarial symptoms of the ague. The de
sirable real estate on which to erect buildings was
the high and dry land with good air circulation.
Early pioneers also arrived in Boone Co. from
the southern regions of Kentucky via the Cumber
land Gap and the Wilderness Trail. Many of the
early roads in the county were merely old buffalo
traces or trails following creeks, rivers, and ridges,
and contemporary roads throughout the county
tend to follow the same routes.

Boone Co.'s early settlers were generally yeo
man farmers. They improved their land and
raised enough crops to sustain their family; they
also usually had some left over for sale or barter.
Farm produce was transported to the river, where

intended destinations. However, unintended des

out the most suitable sites for their subsistence

The second half of the 20th century continued
in this vein as Boone Co. becameless and less agri
cultural. Today, only a handful of family farms are
operating in the county, and the tobacco settle
ment to end tobacco production is threatening the
existence of the part-time farmers. The only lucra
tive return on farmers' land now is gained by sell
ing it to developers. Everyday, Boone Co. farms are
purchased, subdivided, and developed. That is why
Boone Co.'s current claim to fame is its status as

North awaiting it. Manufactured goods came to
the settlements in reverse manner. Boone Co. re

mained predominately agricultural and rural for a
century and a half, beginning before the Civil
War, tobacco was the main cash crop sustaining
the county's farm families. Even commercial op
erations such as sawmills, gristmills, or blacksmith
shops basically served the agricultural commu
nity. It was not until the mid-20th century that the
focus in the county shifted from agriculture to
manufacturing, industrial, and service-based
businesses. The metamorphosis of the county's

ian tradition. Family farms and farming endeav
ors predominated, and tobacco continued to be
the main cash crop. But when the automobile made
transportation less time-consuming and more
practical, people began to migrate from the farm to
the city, for hourly-wage jobs and regular employ
ment. The turn of the 20th century witnessed a
larger percentage of Boone Countians finding their
employment outside the family farm, and there
was a resulting loss of next-generation farmers.
Until the Great Depression, the elders continued

tinations with unplanned and unexpected out
comes also account for some of Boone Co.'s pio
neer population. Most of the early arrivals settled
along the river and up its many tributaries, seeking

never reversed.

one of the two fastest-growing counties in the
state, in terms of population. In 2000 Boone Co.
had a population of 85,991; in 2006 the population
was estimated at 110,080, making it the second
most-populous county in Northern Kentucky.

Boone Co.

patterns of Boone Co. Families with all their pos
sessions on a flatboat migrated downriver to their

The exodus from the family farm began and was

it was loaded onto flatboats and later steamboats

economic base began during the 1940s with the

The Ohio River, as the main transportation

women went to work in factories for the war effort.

or ferried across the river to the markets to the

ficially met in a private home. The justices, duly
sworn in by the county sheriff, attended to their
first order of business, to qualify and appoint a
clerk and determine a location for the county seat
of government and a place to hold court and erect
public buildings. The currently unincorporated
town of Burlington was chosen for the county
seat. It was originally named Craig's Camp; its
name was later changed to Wilmington, and then
in 1816 to Burlington. The first courthouse was a
log structure built in 1801. A more stately and
formal-looking seat of county government was
built in 1817, replacing the first courthouse. After
undergoing several renovations over the following
80 years, the 1817 courthouse was replaced by the
1889 structure, which is in use today and is affec
tionately known as "the Old Courthouse.” It is
flanked by the newer Boone Co. Administration
Building and the recently completed Federal-style
Justice Center, while still holding on to its historic
place of honor as the focal point of government in

corridor into the area, determined the settlement

the agricultural tradition as long as they were
physically able. But by the 1930s, poverty and a
subsistence strategy prevailed. Those who could
do so depended on the farm for a livelihood. Oth
erstook advantage of the various New Deal oppor
tunities and social programs in order to get by. At
the onset of World War II, the rural landscape
changed forever. The men went to war and the

Boone Co. Historic Preservation Review Board. His

toric Structures of Boone County, Kentucky.

Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Historic Preservation
Review Board, 2002.

U.S. Census Bureau. www.census.gov/ (accessed De
cember 31, 2007).

Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons
to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.
Don Clare

opening of the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky
International Airport and continued with the
building of the major highway systems (I-75, I-71,
and I-275), which started in the early 1960s. Flor
ence Mall, opened in 1976, shifted the region's

BOONE CO. HIGH SCHOOL. The campus of
Boone Co. High School (BCHS) in Florence was
constructed in 1954 along Ky. Rt. 18, the Burling

commercial center to Boone Co., which also be

ton Pk., to consolidate the districts of Hebron

came home to many industries.
During the Civil War, families in the county
often held split allegiances. Boone Co. proudly
claimed military leaders and enlistees in each of
the two armies. There were, however, only two mi
nor military skirmishes in the county, one in the

High School, Burlington High School, New

town of Florence and one at Snow’s Pond in Wal

ton. The Confederate general John Hunt Mor
gan's escape route through Boone Co. from a fed
eral penitentiary in Columbus, Ohio, has remained
a very proud topic among county residents over
the years, revealing that loyalties to the South were
quite strong in the county.

After the war, Boone Co. continued its agrar

Haven High School, and Florence High School.
The mascot selected by the first senior class at
BCHS was Rebels, from the movie Rebel without

a Cause, starring James Dean.
The 1980s and 1990s were significant years for
the school's student body, as they became competi
tive and recognized across the state for their devel
oping athletic teams, for their outstanding bands,
and for exceeding state and national test scores.
The school was also noted for producing numer
ous Commonwealth Diploma recipients (24 in one
year); for advanced programs in calculus, Spanish,

French, history, chemistry, and English; and for a
professional staff who exhibited pride and loyalty
toward their school.

BCHS has produced three professional foot
ball players. Irv Goode (1958) played for the St.
Louis Cardinals and the Super Bowl champion
Miami Dolphins; John Shannon (1983) was a Uni
versity of Kentucky lineman who played for the
Super Bowl champion Chicago Bears and the San
Francisco 49ers; and All-Pro Most Valuable Player
Shaun Alexander (1996) was University of Ala
bama All-American running back, currently plays

BOONE CO. SCHOOLS

for the Washington Redskins, and was designated
the NFL's Most Valuable Player in 2005. In addi
tion, three baseball players were drafted by major
league baseball teams. In the early 1970s, the Pitts
burgh Pirates signed Scott Johnson, who had
pitched for BCHS for three years before graduat
ing from Millersburg Military Institute (1970);
Tony Runion (1990) was drafted by the Cleveland
Indians from Duke University; and the San Fran
cisco Giants signed Chad Dillion (1994). Song
writer and entertainer Adrian Belew graduated
from BCHS in 1967.

The staff and students of BCHS will long
remember the terrible band-room fire during the
1980s. They can also reminisce about when the
Rebel wrestling team won the state championship,
when John Alford was featured in Sports Illus
trated, and when the undefeated (14-0) football

team was ranked in the nation's top 20 by USA
Today.
The rich tradition of the school's influence con

tinues. BCHS was the first high school in the state
to offer computer classes and to initiate use of
walkie-talkies for custodial and administrative

staff members. The landscaping at BCHS was de
veloped and maintained by the vocational agricul
ture classes, making for a strong sense of pride and
loyalty among those associated with the high
school as it became a well-manicured and beauti

fully landscaped campus. BCHS was renovated in
1983–1984.

“Adrian Belew Rediscovers Boone High Roots," CP.
June 26, 1997, Timeout sec., 31.

BOONE CO. PUBLIC LIBRARY. Before 1974

residents of Boone Co. traveled to Covington or
Cincinnati for library services. Beginning in the
early 1940s, citizen groups tried to build public
support to establish a full-service county public li
brary. Each attempt met with failure until 1973,
when a citizen's organization called ABLE (Asso
ciation for Boone Library Encouragement) col
lected enough signatures to place the issue of a li
brary tax on the ballot. On November 6, 1973, the
voters of Boone Co. chose to support the tax and
thereby established the Boone Co. Public Library
District.

Ted Bushelman presided over the first meeting
of the Boone Co. Public Library Board of Trustees
on December 17, 1973. Central to the business of

that meeting was discussion of how to build a facil
ity for the new library; the first official action of the
board was to apply for a state construction grant.
By July 1974 temporary quarters had been found,
negotiations for the site of the new library building
were underway, and the first staff members were at
work. On October 14, 1974, under the direction of

Jane Smith, librarian, the Boone Co. Public Library
opened its doors at 2 Girard St. in Florence, Ky.
That day more than 180 patrons visited the library.
Work on the new library building proceeded
according to schedule. After several months of
meetings with architect Robert Ehmet Hayes, a fi
nal design was accepted, and ground was broken
on July 17, 1975. Eleven months later, in June 1976,
the temporary facility was closed and the Boone
Co. Public Library moved to its new, permanent

Boone Co. High School Records, Boone Co. High
School, Florence, Ky.

location at 7425 U.S. 42 in Florence.

“Boone to Dedicate Addition," KP, November 23, 1985,

circulated more than 100,000 items. Children's

2K.

“Reporter Reviews New Boone School and Program,”
Northern Kentucky News, September 17, 1954, 7.
William Baker

BOONE CONSERVANCY. The Boone Con

servancy in Boone Co. is a nonprofit organization
dedicated to the creation of parks and the pro
tection of land with unique or significant recre
ational, natural, scenic, historical, or cultural

value. The conservancy is dedicated to the belief
that planning for appropriate land conservation
improves the quality of life and increases eco
nomic prosperity in Boone Co. An executive di
rector and a board of directors that meet regularly
govern the Boone Conservancy. It accepts prop
erty through various means, including donations,

bargain sales, charitable remainder interest, and

In its first year at the new location, the library
programs filled quickly and waiting lists for the
programs were long. By the early 1980s, circula
tion figures had doubled. The library provided full
reference services, a full-time children's librarian,

and expanding local history and genealogy collec
tions. Popular new formats such as videos and au
diobooks were also added to the offerings. In 1983
the library joined the Greater Cincinnati Library
Consortium, providing Boone Co. residents with

free access to about 30 area academic, public, and
special libraries.
Like the rest of its rapidly growing county, the
library struggled to keep pace with the needs cre
ated by the expanding population. The board be
gan planning for additional facilities and services
that would bring convenient library service to all
county residents. With funds from a generous be
quest provided by Mr. and Mrs. R. V. Lents, who
were long-time library supporters, a site was pur
chased and plans were drawn for a branch library
to serve the northern section of the county. On
April 23, 1989, the Lents Branch Library opened in
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first half of 1994. On April 15 computers replaced
the card catalog, and on June 25 county residents
and officials dedicated the Walton Branch Library.
In 1996 public Internet stations were added at all
locations, thus updating and modernizing ser
vices and giving all library customers access to the
worldwide information highway. A library Web
page made it possible for patrons to "visit” the li
brary via remote technology.
The Scheben Branch, dedicated on March 4,

2000, and the new Main Library in Burlington,
dedicated on January 5, 2008, placed a new empha
sis on the public library as a cultural and commu
nity center. From large multipurpose rooms to in
dividual study rooms, toddler play areas to teen
centers, Wi-Fi hotspots to art galleries, specially
designed spaces invited patrons to visit often and
stay longer. In a unique partnership, the library
participated in the construction of a community
center in Petersburg that included space for a
small library. The Chapin Memorial Library,
named for the local benefactor who endowed it,

reopened in that space under the management of
the library district on October 22, 2006.
Today the Boone Co. Public Library District
serves a population of more than 100,000 resi
dents from its six locations in Florence, Hebron,

Union, Walton, Petersburg, and Burlington. Li
brary collections offer more than 400,000 books,
videos, DVDs, audiotapes, and CDs. Professional
librarians answer hundreds of reference questions
each day, and programs for children and adults
attract thousands of participants each year. New
information technologies offer improved access to
greater stores of information. The Boone Co. Pub
lic Library District continues to grow in order to
meet the needs of the fastest-growing county in
the Northern Kentucky region.
“Annual Report of Public Libraries,” Boone County
Public Library District, 1974–2004.
Board of Trustees. Minutes. Boone Co. Public Library
District, 1973–2005.

“Boone Library Looks Back on a Booming First De
cade,” KP, October 26, 1984, 9K.

"Celebrating an Anniversary—Boone County Library
System Expands to Four Branches in Its 30 Years,”
KP. March 1, 2004, 4K.

“Library System Grows with Boone County," KE, De
cember 26, 1998, B1.
Lucinda Brown

BOONE CO. SCHOOLS. Education in Boone

Co. has come a long way since the county's first
school was established at the foot of Banklick St. in

Soon thereafter, the library acquired a location

Florence. That school's location was called Squirrel
Hollow, because of the number of gray squirrels
inhabiting it, according to the late A. M. Yealey, an
educator and historian in Boone Co. during the
first half of the 20th century.
Today the Boone Co. School District (BCSD),

“Founder Now Leads Boone Conservancy," KP, Feb

in Walton to serve southern Boone Co. and con

with an enrollment of 18,000 students, is the third

ruary 24, 2005, 16A.
“Scarred Land to Be Reclaimed,” KE, February 3,

struction of a second branch library began. At the
same time, staff was busy converting the library's
records into a computer-readable format in prepa
ration for the planned automation of library ser
vices. Both projects reached their conclusion in the

largest school district in Kentucky. With 4 high
schools, 5 middle schools, 12 elementary schools, an
Alternative Center, and a Day Treatment Care Unit,
the BCSD is the fastest-growing school system
in Kentucky, the county itself, with a population

conservation easement. Established in 1999, the

Boone Conservancy was the first such land-trust
program in Northern Kentucky, but other local
conservancies soon developed in Kenton and
Campbell counties.

2006, B3.

“Stewarts of the Land," KP, October 7, 2003, 4K.

William S. Bryant

Hebron.
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BOONE COUNTY JAMBOREE

exceeding 100,000, is in the top 100 fastest-growing
counties in the United States. The BCSD grew by
2,400 students over three years recently and is one
of the largest employers in Boone Co., with more
than 2,600 employees. The county has three major
cities—Florence, Union, and Walton—and growth
areas in Hebron and Burlington. The changing
demographics in Boone Co., home to the Cincin
nati/Northern Kentucky International Air
port and several industrial parks, have included

tional programs and vocational offerings are also
available to students within the system. In addi
tion to academics, strongly emphasized by the
school system, students participate in extracur
ricular activities that include many sports, as well
as a marching band, a jazz ensemble, a show choir,
a student broadcasting system, a yearbook, lan
guage clubs, student government, academic and
social clubs, and intramural and conference ath

letic competitions.

the transition from rural to suburban-urban, the
Boone Co. Schools Records, Boone Co. Schools, Flor

During Boone County Jamboree's early years,
the “nation's station,” WLW, broadcast the country
music program to virtually all of rural North
America via its 500,000-watt transmitter. It is no

wonder, then, that, according to former Billboard
staff member Bill Sachs, the Boone County Jam
boree most likely achieved one of the longest suc
cessive runs of live performance bookings ever
held by a single attraction by playing at 72 fairs
during the late 1930s and early 1940s throughout
Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, West Virginia, Tennes
see, Virginia, North Carolina, and Pennsylvania.
By 1941 WLW reported that members of the
Boone County Jamboree cast had made personal
appearances at theaters, auditoriums, picnics, and
state and county fairs before 1 million fans.

influx of a diverse population, and an increase in
industry and business.
Harvard University and the Wallace Founda
tion selected the BCSD along with other cutting
edge districts to participate in the Executive Lead
ership Program for Educators. Boone Co. school
superintendent Bryan Blavatt and his dedicated
leadership team focus on building knowledge
and skills in three essential categories: systematic
thinking and alignment; adaptive leadership and
team building; and leadership for instructional

“Boone County Schools—Trying to Keep Up with the
Growth,” KP, May 16, 2006, 1A, 8A.
Conrad, William. The History of Boone County
Schools. Boone Co., Ky: Boone Co. Community

improvement.

BOONE COUNTY JAMBOREE. The Boone

Dedication to a strong tradition of "Achieving
Excellence Together" motivates faculty and staff
to help students become lifelong learners, effective

County Jamboree (see Country Music) was a
“barn dance” Saturday night radio series that orig

broadcasts, such as the Boone County Jamboree,
were probably the most effectual cultural intro
duction of Appalachian and country music to the
world. They performed a mission similar to that of
the later television shows Grand Ole Opry and
Hee Haw. In 1941 WLW received the Peabody
Award in recognition of its efforts in delivering
country-targeted programming to rural listeners

inated in 1938 on Cincinnati's radio station WLW.

nationwide.

communicators, creative thinkers, and collabora

It was later known as Midwestern Hayride and

tive citizens. In partnership with all stakeholders,

was broadcast on the NBC and ABC television

the leaders of the BCSD believe that all children

networks in the 1950s. In the 1960s and the early
1970s, the series was syndicated on 41 television
stations, in addition to the WLW regional televi

More than 50 years later, the image of this
WLW program was revitalized with a 1997 alter
native country recording entitled Straight Outta
Boone County: Cowboy Songs, Home Songs,
Western Songs, Mountain Songs. Contemporary
musicians and singers not only pay homage to
songs performed originally on one of country mu
sic's all-time great radio shows, but also include
some tunes that were originally recorded by Boone
County Jamboree artists at Cincinnati's legendary
King Records.

can learn, and the district's leaders are dedicated

to providing a challenging educational environ

ence, Ky.

Boone County Schools. www.boone kyschools.us (ac
cessed October 2, 2006).

Education Council, 1982,
Laurie Walton

ment that allows each student to achieve his or her

sion network (WLWT Cincinnati; WLWCColum

highest potential as a learner and a citizen.
The BCSD's standardized test scores are among
the highest in the state and in the nation. Its schools
have made gradual progress with academic perfor
mance as measured by the state accountability sys
tem, but they also want to be able to meet effec
tively the needs of the population as it increases in
both size and diversity. To assure that academic

bus, Ohio; WLWD Dayton, Ohio, and WLWI
Indianapolis).
The Boone County Jamboree was patterned
after the Renfro Valley Barn Dance in Kentucky,
another WLW radio broadcast, which premiered
in 1937. The Boone County Jamboree borrowed
the name of Boone Co., in the 1930s a rural area

just across the river from Cincinnati, where farm

progress does not stall, the district is proactively

ing was a countywide career and way of life. A

seeking new ways to enhance and assure success
for all students. That goal is driven by excellent in
structional staff, school personnel, students, and
facilities and by strong parental involvement.
The BCSD is among only 16 percent of the na
tion's 15,573 public school districts recognized for
demonstrating commitment to meet the needs and
desires of both students and parents, and the dis
trict has also been recognized for the past 10 years
with the prestigious public education award What
Parents Want. The district was chosen by the Sci
entific Learning Corporation (SLC) as its first SLC
Leadership Center. An SLC representative called
the BCSD “a visionary educational center" and an
"example for all others to follow."
The BCSD has instituted a variety of support
programs to develop well-rounded young adults.
With a strong district wide emphasis on state-of
the-art technology/media labs, the BCSD incor
porates extensive use of technology in and out

Boone County Jamboree music folio published in
1941 noted that the program's intent was to “radi
ate sincere friendliness; feature the simple, tuneful
melodies of rural communities, southern moun

tains and the western plains—a program which
would lighten the workaday cares of the great mass
of people, both old and young, to many of whom
modern dance did not appeal.”
At the Boone County Jamboree's peak, WLW
claimed it had up to 100 performers to call on for
the show. Merle Travis, Grandpa Jones, and the
Delmore Brothers were among the most promi
nent ofthem. Otheracts included the Boone County

The WLW radio and television countrified

“Before C&W and Bluegrass–In the '20s and '30s,

Radio Discovers the Folksingers—The Mountain
Tradition,” KP, November 14, 2005, 4K.
Cincinnati Radio: The Nation Station (1921–1941).

XSTAR Radio Network, 2002. A compact disc and
booklet set.

Favorite Songs of the WLW Boone County Jambo
ree: Cowboy Songs, Home Songs, Western Songs,
Mountain Songs. Chicago: M. M. Cole, 1941. A
music score folio.

Kinsgbury, Paul, ed. The Encyclopedia of Country
Music. New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 1998.

Perry, Dick. Not Just a Sound: The Story of WLW.
Englewood Cliffs, N.J.; Prentice-Hall, 1971.
Sies, Luther F. Encyclopedia of American Radio,
1920–1960. Jefferson, N.C.: Jefferson, 2000.

John Schlipp

Buccaneers, Pa and Ma McCormick, Sunshine Sue

and her Rangers, the Happy Valley Girls, Lulu
Belle and Scotty, Curly Fox and Texas Ruby, and

BOONE CO. WATER RESCUE. Boone Co.

the Girls of the Golden West. Bonnie Lou (later

the direction of the Boone Co. Civil Defense pro
gram, is a group of dedicated volunteers who work
more than 12,000 hours annually in water-rescue
activities. Currently a branch of the Boone Co.
Emergency Management Services and adminis
tered on a not-for-profit basis by the Boone Co. Fis

known for her support on Ruth Lyon's Fifty/Fifty
Club and the Paul Dixon Show, also on WLW

television) joined the Boone County Jamboree in

side of the classroom and in all school and district

1945, before it transitioned to television with the

data areas. Enrichment programs are offered
for students at all levels, including advanced
placement courses in language arts, science, his
tory, and mathematics. Career-oriented educa

new name Midwestern Hayride. Northern Ken
tuckian Kenny Price (1931–1987) performed on
the Midwestern Hayride from the late 1950s
through its final days in the early 1970s.

Water Rescue (BCWR), established in 1967 under

cal Court, the BCWR team is available 24 hours a

day and 7 days a week to all governmental agencies.
Founder Dale Appel started the squad after his best

BOSTON STATION

friend drowned in the Ohio River. Appel said he
did not want other people to suffer through any
thing like he had—days of waiting for a drowned
body to surface before it could be recovered.
Since its origin, the team has been based on
members' diving abilities. Countless hours are
spent training new divers and sharpening the
skills of accomplished ones. Each diver not only
earns the general diver certification but is trained
under a public-safety diver program and as a

is now Covington's Licking-Riverside and Ohio

and St. Luke purchased the 161-bed Booth Hospital

Riverside National Historic Districts. It was

in Florence for $23.9 million and named it St. Luke

owned and operated by the Salvation Army and
was that international organization's first general
hospital in the United States. This was the second
general hospital in Northern Kentucky's leading
city and the third in Kenton and Campbell coun
ties (after St. Elizabeth Hospital [see St. Elizabeth
Medical Center] and Speers Memorial Hospi
tal). The Shinkle family donated its three-story,

Hospital West. Ownership changed hands on June
30, 1989, ending the Salvation Army's 75-year hos
pital presence in Northern Kentucky. With St. Luke
Hospital West, the new owner has been able to
compete in the marketplace. The Salvation Army, a
freestandingentity in a turbulent sea of hospital al
liances and in the age of governmental reimburse
ment games, simply could not do this.
On the original Covington site, once home to
that great industrialist-benefactor Amos Shinkle
and later to the beloved Booth Hospital, now sits

search-and-rescue diver. The team also has ice

33-room Gothic Revival mansion, built in 1869 of

rescue capabilities. Basic ice-rescue classes are
taught in the winter months by three certified dive
and ice-rescue instructors to fire departments, po
lice departments, and other rescue agencies.
Kentucky-certified EMTs have been added to give
emergency prehospital care and provide medical
and trauma services on water and land. These pro
fessionals are crucial in maintaining a medically
safe environment for divers during rescue, recov
ery, and training operations.
The most visible part of the team is its water
rescue units. General-purpose work and rescue

white stone, to the Salvation Army for use as a rest
home for its officer corps. At that time the prop
erty, valued at $150,000, was the largest bequest to
the Salvation Army in its U.S. history. The pro
posed use of the building was changed to make it a
rescue home for unwed women; and then the plan
was quickly changed again, to use it as a general
Protestant hospital—the suggestion of local physi
cian Dr. John Risk Meek. Meek's idea was approved
by the Shinkle family, given support locally, and
sanctioned by Salvation Army leaders in Ohio,
New York City, and London. The new general hos
pital hosted its first birth on October 30, 1914, that
of Wilma Boehmer, whose parents came across the
Ohio River from Cincinnati. During the hospital's
first year,465 patients were treated; that year there

boats are used for lakes and rivers. These boats are

easily transported and can be dispersed through
out Northern Kentucky and beyond. But the pride
of the water rescue units are boats 218 and 219

(boat 219 is essentially a floating ambulance, com
plete with a defibrillator). These two boats are fully
equipped with state-of-the-art sonar, radar, and
communications, dramatically increasing their
capability and efficiency for any type of water res
cue or recovery. On board every boat are an EMT,
fire personnel, and rescue divers.
BCWR offers many services to the surround
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were 54 births and 27 deaths.

A new $500,000, 100-bed hospital was dedi
cated on October 24, 1926, replacing the Shinkle

the Governors Point Condominiums, 49 units in

the remodeled hospital building. Today's quiet resi
dential setting belies the busy atmosphere that once
surrounded the William Booth Memorial Hospital.
Murdoch, Norman H. “A Protestant Hospital for
Covington: Booth Memorial Hospital,” JKS3 (Oc
tober 1986): 107–49.
—. The Salvation Army in Cincinnati: 1885–1985.
Cincinnati: Salvation Army, 1985.

BOSTON STATION. Boston Station in Pendle

ton Co. was originally known as Lynn. It was
founded by the Licking River Lumber and Mining
Company, whose stockholders lived in Boston,
Mass. The company bought large tracts of timber
land on the headwaters of the Licking River and

mansion, which was then demolished. Renowned

floated loose logs down the river. The logs were
Northern Kentucky physician Dr. Louise South
gate practiced at the new hospital. From May 1,
1932, through January 20, 1937, the Salvation
Army experienced persistent deficits, and the hos
pital was temporarily closed. It reopened just in

from Maine, who settled and raised their families
at Boston Station; over time the families intermar

programs, boat patrols; evidence collection; vehi
cle, bus, and aircraft recovery; and victim recovery.
No other governmental body in the region pro
vides such an array of services for boaters. The
team's capabilities include the use of the most so
phisticated electronic equipment on the market,

time for the devastating flood of 1937. Afterward

ried with Kentuckians.

the hospital grew, added beds and departments,
and served the Northern Kentucky community
well. Its school of nursing trained local nurses as
well as Salvation Army staff nurses. Its many well
attended auxiliaries provided support in many ar

Boston Station was started, at which time the Mere
diana office was discontinued. Gabriel Mullins, a

the side-scan sonar (from Marine Sonic Technol

eas of care.

inggeographicarea and to other states: water safety

ogy) and underwater cameras (from Fisher). The

By the early 1970s, competition from St. Eliza

side-scan sonar not only reduces the risk to divers

beth Hospital South and suburbanization began

but has made recovery efforts faster. Systems in
clude the ability to transmit (by wireless means)
the video image and side-scan sonar imaging to
other boats and land-based operations. Of course,
after the object of the search is found in the water,
the mission turns to recovery BCWR divers use
Exo-26s and SuperLites 17 (supplying surface air)

shifting patients away from the inner city and un
dermining Booth's popularity. A move to another
location was recommended by hospital consul
tants, and in late summer 1979, after an amazing
series of regulatory approvals, a new Booth Hospi
tal opened at the intersection of Turfway Rd. and

with full communication and dive cameras that

I-75 in Florence, Boone Co. This site was the for
mer Scott farm, whose 48 acres allowed for future

caught at Boston by a series of booms in the river
and landed on the west side of the river at a 30-acre

mill lot. The logging and milling were done by men

The post office for this area was Merediana until

Revolutionary War soldier who arrived in the
1790s, was one of the residents of Boston Station. He

had a family of 10 sons and daughters, all of whom
settled in Pendleton Co. His grave in the Bonar
Cemetery was marked by the Daughters of Ameri
can Revolution in 1937. Other families who came

early to Boston Station were the Becketts, the Bo
nars, the Duckers, and the Shoemakers. The Harris
School, one of the first schools in Pendleton Co., was
at Boston Station. One of the first churches in the

county, the United Boston Church, was also there.
Several denominations used the church as a meet

ing place. A small Methodist chapel was built at the
also transmit to the command center, boats, and

dive supervisors for review. The primary goal con
tinues to be the recovery of drowning victims as

quickly as possible to bring closure to families suf
fering from the loss of a loved one.
Eigelbach, Kevin. “Funding of Water Rescue May End,"
KP, June 5, 2003, 1R.

Nancy J. Tretter
BOOTH MEMORIAL HOSPITAL. The Wil

liam Booth Memorial Hospital began in 1914 at
165 E. Second St. (323 E. Second St. today) in what

expansion. The Covington physical plant was va
cated except for the cafeteria, which continued for
a few more years serving good food at more-than
reasonable prices.
The Florence location was ideal for attracting
what the industry terms "unreferred trauma.”
Booth's new position easily captured emergency
visits, because it was the first hospital people would
come to on their way north from a large section of
Kentucky. Fewer of its new patients were uninsured
than those from the urban Covington area. Never
theless, competition from the St. Elizabeth Medical
Center and the St. Luke Hospital proved too much,

end of Ball Rd. shortly after Boston Station became a
stop on the Covington and Lexington Railroad.
The chapel was officially dedicated in 1859.
Serious flooding eventually caused the sawmill
to be moved to Butler, an event that marked the

beginning of the end for this once-vibrant area,
which declined rapidly after 1900. Its cemetery,
however, received burials as late as 1961.
Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend

leton County. Falmouth, Ky: M. B. Belew, n.d.
(ca. 1994].
Mildred Belew
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BOUSCAREN, LOUIS FREDERIC GUSTAVE

BOUSCAREN,

LOUIS

FREDERIC

GUSTAVE (b. August 26, 1840, Guadeloupe,

Cincinnati's St. Peter-in-Chains Cathedral said by
Archbishop Elder, Bouscaren was laid to rest next

French West Indies; d. November 6, 1904, Cincin

to his wife Helen (whom he had married in 1876) at

nati, Ohio). Engineer Gustave Bouscaren was the

the New St. Joseph Cemetery on the west side of
Cincinnati. Several engineering marvels through
out Ohio, Kentucky, and the upper South survive
and remain as tributes to the genius of Gustave

son of Victor Gabriel Gustave and Lise Cecelia Se

gond Bouscaren. In May 1850 the Bouscarens im
migrated to the United States, after an earthquake
and financial and political unrest made their plan
tation on the island of Guadeloupe unprofitable.

They settled on 400 acres at Blanchet, just south of
Williamstown in Grant Co. at the recommenda

tion of a family friend. Ten-year-old Gustave
dubbed their new home the family’s “Caribbean
Farm." Gustave attended school in Georgetown

Bouscaren.

Bouscaren, Gabrielle. My Communion of Saints.
Privately published, n.d.
Bouscaren, Louis Henri Gustave. The Bridge Builder.
Privately published, 1964.
“Bouscaren,” November 7, 1904, CE, 10.

Hall, Charles G. The Cincinnati Southern Railway,

and in Cincinnati (St. Xavier School) until he was

a History: A Complete and Concise History of

awarded the opportunity to study at the Lycée St.
Louis in Paris, France, in 1854. After five years of

the Events Attending the Building and Opera
tion of the Road. Cincinnati: Railway, 1902.
“Obituary: Mrs. Helen L. Bouscaren," Commercial
Times, July 26, 1901, 2.

studies there, he entered the École Centrale des
Arts et Manufactures, where he trained as a me

chanical engineer for three years.

Michael R. Sweeney

At the end of the Civil War, Bouscaren re

Cincinnati Southern Railroad to build that rail

BOXING. In the 19th century, boxing in the
United States was secretive, normally occurred in
remote locations, and was sometimes illegal. De
rived from the English form of prizefighting, it was
akin to duels and cockfighting. Boxing matches
were held on the edge of town and quickly ar
ranged; there were no Marquis of Queensberry
rules, nor were there boxing gloves—it was simply
fisticuffs. In Kentucky varying amounts of fighting
took place, depending on the exact location and

road system's roadbed to the South in 1873. They,

the extent to which local reform movements had

in turn, hired Bouscaren. Then in December 1876,

rendered the sportillegal; boxing had an appeal for
all levels of male society, although the wealthy sel
dom scuffed their own knuckles. Fighters were of.
ten local criminals looking for work. Newspapers
reported on the results of a match but often were
reluctant to announce upcomingbouts, lest they be
accused of promoting unlawful activities. Further
more, beyond the brutality of the sport, reformers
associated boxing with the evils of gambling.
Some ofthe early boxers became the first sports

turned to the Northern Kentucky region and even
tually was hired as a draftsman for the Cincinnati
architectural firm Samuel Hannaford and Sons.

He designed a bridge across the Great Miami River
in Ohio, setting his career in motion. In 1865 he
began an eight-year stint of building a network of
railroads across Indiana and Illinois, all leading to
St. Louis, where he worked. Two of his first bosses

from his draftsman days were later hired by the

when his superior Thomas D. Lovett resigned,
Bouscaren became the consulting and principal
engineer of the Cincinnati Southern Railway. He is
credited with the design of the first Cincinnati
Southern Railway Bridge across the Ohio River
at Ludlow (completed in 1877), thought to be the
longest truss bridge in the world at that time. As
principal engineer of the railroad's construction, he
obviously played an integral role in Charles Shaler
Smith's design of the world-famous High Bridge
across the Kentucky River south of Wilmore in Jes
samine Co., supposedly the first cantilever bridge

heroes in the nation. The famed John L. Sullivan

caren was a consultant for New York City's Brook
lyn Bridge, for the Central Bridge connecting
Cincinnati to Newport (financed by John A. Wil

defeated Dominic McCaffrey at the Chester Park
amusement grounds in nearby Cincinnati in Au
gust 1885. Fought before a crowd of some 15,000,
it was the first modern heavyweight championship
match usinggloves. Sixteen-year-old John Sweeney,
a resident of the Mount Adams neighborhood of

liamson), and for the Panama Canal as well. In

Cincinnati, witnessed the bout and afterward

1881 Bouscaren became the chief engineer for the
Cincinnati, New Orleans, and Texas Pacific Rail

shook Sullivan's hand. Even about 75 years later,
Sweeney greeted people by saying, "Shake the hand

road, leaseholder of the Cincinnati Southern Rail

that shook the hand of John L. Sullivan.” The Bos

way's route to Chattanooga. In 1897 his railroadca
reer ended when he was appointed chiefengineer of
the Cincinnati Waterworks. Bouscaren designed
the public utility's new water plant located at Cali
fornia, Ohio, a few miles upriver from Cincinnati.
It was his idea to collect water for the city of Cincin
nati at a pump house along the Kentucky side of the
Ohio River between Dayton and Brent in Campbell
Co. and pump it via a tunnel deep beneath the river
to the plant on the Ohio shore. He did not live to see
his unique plans completed. He died in August
1904 at his home on Josephine St. in the Mount Au

ton Strong Boy, as Sullivan was called, was an im
posing figure not easily forgotten, and by his trav
elsthroughoutthemation, includinghisappearance
at Chester Park and his 1893 boxing demonstra
tion in Maysvilleatthewashington Opera House,
he became one of the first nationally known sports
celebrities, capturing the public's fascination with

on the North American continent. Later, Bous

burn section of Cincinnati. After a funeral mass at

out the aid of radio or television.

At first, lawmakers did not seem to know how

to deal with boxing. Prizefighting was made illegal
throughout Kentucky in 1869, but that law seems
to have been enforced unevenly. In 1873 it was re
pealed and boxing was made legal. Then in 1896

boxing became a felony statewide, but again local
authorities usually looked the other way. Cincin
natians sometimes came to Northern Kentucky to
circumvent Ohio's boxing law. Covington minis
ters by 1901 were openly opposing fights and were
known to have stopped a few bouts. In 1902 Mayor
William A. Johnson proclaimed that fighting was
no longer allowed in Covington.
In September 1919 Sammy Sandow beat Pete
Herman at the old Newport baseball grounds at
Second and Washington Sts., just off the end of the
L&N Bridge, a site that was geographically as
close as one could get to downtown Cincinnati
without having to abide by Ohio law. Thousands of
boxing fans crossed the bridge to view the specta
cle. It was not long after the Sandow-Herman bout
that Kentucky representative Rodney Bryson of
Covington submitted legislation in 1920, success
fully creating the Kentucky Boxing Commission, a
government regulatory body now named the Box
ing and Wrestling Authority.
There were several venues in Northern Ken

tucky where boxing took place. One was Dayton's
Tacoma Park, where upwards of 12,000 fans en
joyed summer evening boxing bouts during the
late 1920s. Tacoma was the occasional scene of

important fights. It was located at the end of the
Dayton streetcar line, and because of the other
attractions there, such as wrestling, dog races, and
marathon dances, almost everyone knew how to
find the so-called Tacoma Bowl (boxing ring). Ta
comalater added an indoor arena. The other major
place in Campbell Co. where boxing occurred was
the armory at the Fort Thomas Military Reser
vation. Reportedly, boxing matches were held for
the entertainment of the soldiers, as Army officers
got involved in the fighting—placing their candi
dates on the evening's card and betting among
themselves. Few soldiers participated in the actual
fighting, but in 1927 even an officer, Lt. R. S. Hen
derson, got into the ring. In 1928 Cincinnati's

world champion, Freddy Miller, fought at the fort.
Extra streetcars along the Fort Thomas line were
scheduled to accommodate the crowds attending
Fort Thomas fights during the 1920s and 1930s.
Other boxing sites included Taylors Grove in Sil
ver Grove, as early as 1858; the Clifton Club in
South Newport; the Newport Turners Gym; and
the Newport Gym (the Costigan American Le
gion Post at Sixth and Orchard). Boxing also oc
curred at an undetermined remote spot in Cold
Spring. In 1931 fights took place at the Newport
High School gymnasium.
In Kenton Co., favorite boxing locations in
cluded the Riverside Boxing Arena at Second St.
and Madison Ave. in Covington, next to the old
Federal League Park, home of the Covington
Blue Sox baseball team. A contingent of African
American boxers boxed at the Riverside in the

1920s. The Latonia Springs Resort is where Joe Co
burn and Mike McCoole trained in 1868, Feeney's
Gym, at Third and Bakewell Sts. in Covington, was
the starting point for many pugilists between 1910
and 1920, under the sponsorship of Jack Feeney
and his nephew Charley Feeney; the Admiral Ath
letics Club headquartered at Feeney's was a noted

BOYD CATTLE COMPANY

boxing site around 1915 and also promoted the
sport; Heidel Hall in Peaselburg, a town that was
well known for boxing and cockfighting, held bouts
in the second decade of the century; an old Civil
War parade grounds named Foley's Common was
the scene of many bouts; and young men from
Covington fought brutally on Sundays in the Wil
low Run Bottoms during the 1920s. The Dixie
Park Arena in Florence opened for boxing in 1928.
Both the Moose and the Eagles clubs in Covington
scheduled occasional bouts. In the 1940s in Cov

ington, a bar called the Step Inn, located near 12th
and Johnson Sts., had, in addition to a typical
drinking decor, a small boxing ring, with a train
ing area and lockers for anyone willing to go a few
rounds as the patrons drank.
Two well-known pugilists who lived in Kenton
Co. were Walter Wyk and Joe Anderson. Wyk,
a Buffalo, N.Y., native who moved to Covington
around 1920, won 98 of his 182 bouts by knock
outs. In 1922 he knocked out a respected fighter
named Perry Nelson in a fight in Covington. For
many years Wyk was associated with the YMCA
in that city. Anderson, hailing from Banklick, dur
inghis 10-year career defeated three worldchamps.
His record was 56 wins, 22 ties, and 20 defeats. He

parlayed his fight winnings into successful busi
ness careers after boxing; he operated the Bluegrass
Gym in Covington, ran a successful restaurant
along the Dixie Highway, and became a distribu
tor for the Wiedemann Brewing Company.
Perhaps the finest professional boxer to come
out of Campbell Co. was Frank “Midget" Guerrea
(1907–1992), the son of Italian immigrants. He
spent his entire life in Newport and credited box
ing as his stepping-stone to success. He began
fighting at age 15 in bouts held before the soldiers
at the Fort Thomas Military Reservation, earning
between 55 and 95 cents per match. In his first big
fight, he earned $30 for knocking his opponent out
in the first round. He was a lightweight, fighting at
112 pounds, and many of his followers called him
“Midget Gary." In Guerrea's 10-year career, he
won 73 fights, lost 10, and fought to a draw 12
times. In a World Lightweight Title Fight, he lost to
Sammy Mandrell at Tacoma Park on Labor Day
1927. He also fought at Redlands Field (Crosley
Field) in Cincinnati. During the 1930s he staged
boxing demonstrations at summer church festi
vals throughout Northern Kentucky. In the late
1940s and early 1950s, he visited neighborhood
playgrounds around Newport on behalf of the
city recreation department, teaching boxing tech
niques. In the 1950s, he owned a bar, the Midge
Guerrea Tavern along Fifth St. in Dayton, and was
a board member of the Newport Housing Author
ity. Guerrea also served as a Newport city commis
sioner and as vice mayor from 1948 to 1950. He
was well respected throughout Newport.
Other Campbell Co. fighters included Frank
Dean of Dayton; Ray Steigerwald of Bellevue, who
won the Southern Golden Gloves flyweight cham
pionship in Nashville in 1941; and Fort Thomas
native Ray D'Amico, who began his fighting career
in the late 1940s at the Fenwick Club in Cincinnati.

D'Amico has run a tailor shop along Scott St. for

two decades and in recent years has done some
training and referee work in Northern Kentucky.
At least two other Northern Kentuckians who

held political office took their turns in the fight
ring. Thomas P. “Timmy" Fitzpatrick, Coving
ton's Democratic mayor during the mid-1940s and
Kentucky Speaker of the House in the 1950s, re
ceived several poundings in the boxing ring in the
1920s before entering politics. He was apart owner,
with "Biddy" Bishop, of Riverside Arena (the Riv
erside Boxing Club), where both men promoted
fights and served as matchmakers, bringing many
national star boxers into Northern Kentucky. In
Campbell Co., A. J. “Tony" Warndorfboxed at the
old Fenwick Club in Cincinnati and refereed three

important championship fights during the 1950s,
before he entered politics. The editor of Ring mag
azine once said that Warndorf ran a tight fight as a
referee. Warndorf became a Newport city com
missioner (two terms, 15 years apart), and he loved
nothing better than a good old political donny
brook. In the 1950s, Joe Seta, a multiterm judge
in Hamilton Co., Ohio, was matchmaking at the
Covington Athletic Club.
Over the years, Catholic organizations often
scheduled boxing for entertainment. A major box
ing center in Cincinnati was the Fenwick Club,
which operated from 1915 until 1982, when the
Procter and Gamble company headquarters took
its site. The Archdiocese of Cincinnati developed
the Fenwick as a young men's club, and many pugi
lists trained and fought in its gymnasium. A num
ber of Northern Kentucky boxers practiced there,
such as Covington's Art "the Flying Dutchman"
Schultz. In Northern Kentucky, the Catholic Or
der of Foresters, a fraternal benefit group, staged
fights at various places locally. St. Patrick Catho
lic Church, Covington, often had boxing on its
program of events; in 1929 the Sisters of Notre
Dame added four boxing bouts to the activities at
their annual July 4th festival at St. Joseph Heights
in Parks Hills; in 1940 the Knights of Columbus
were backing boxing; also in the 1940s, Newport
Catholic High School (Newport Central Catho
lic High School) had a boxing team; and in the

1950s, Covington's African American champion
Eddie Thompson was fighting at St. Joseph Cath
olic Church's gym in Cold Spring. In 1956
Thompson was a local Golden Gloves champion.
He was so good that few locals would fight him; he
had to go to New York City to find bouts. Both An
derson and Guerrea mentored Thompson in Ama
teur Athletic Union (AAU) boxing.
Other organizations sponsoring boxing in
cluded the Fort Thomas Woman's Club, which

raised funds at the fort's ring in 1921; the Newport
Elks at Tacoma Park; the GOHI Athletic Club in

Newport's West End; the Campbell Co. Protes
tant Orphans Home summer festival (1931); the
Moose Club in Covington; Speers Hospital in Day
ton (see Speers Memorial Hospital); the Red
Cross in 1932; and even the Young Democrats (see
Democratic Party), who became involved in box
ing as a fundraising technique in 1933.
In more recentyears, Covington's Terry O'Brien
was a successful Golden Gloves boxer during the
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1960s. He had abrief professional career regionally
in Chicago; Cleveland; Indianapolis; Columbus,
Ohio; and Fort Wayne, Ind., until injuries ended it.
In the late 1970s, O'Brien started the Northern

Kentucky Boxing Club on Pike St. in Covington,
where he became the mentor for another Coving
ton pugilist, Steve Woods. Woods had a short-lived
regional professional run. In the 1980s and 1990s,
the Vegas Convention Hall in Erlanger and Peel's
Palace in that same city staged boxing events, and
Holmes High School was the site of a few fights.
In 1990 O'Brien opened the Shamrock Gym at
Eighth St. and Madison Ave. in Covington, and it
continues in operation today. Most boxing in the
area today occurs at the Belterra Casino down the
Ohio River near Vevay, Ind., where events are staged
to help bring customers into the gambling area,
sometimes in association with nationally known
promoter Don King. Oflate, the Drawbridge Con
vention Center in Fort Mitchell has been holding
Saturday night fights.
Rinzi Nocero of Lee St. in Covington, a friend of
Ray D'Amico, never fought in this region but as
cended to within the top 10 nationwide for mid
dleweights. Larry Mullins, a Covington native, does
matchmaking and promotion for local events in Las
Vegas. Living in Covington today is Larry Hodge,
who has the distinction of being one of eight ama
teur fighters to defeat Cassius Clay (Muhammad
Ali). In about in Louisville in 1957, when both box

ers were in their teens, Hodge defeated Clay by a
TKO in the first round. Today, Hodge and Clay are
friends.

“Feeney's Gym In Covington: Many Stars Started
There,” KP, July 10, 1914, 6.
“Frank Midge Guerrea, Pro Boxer," KP, November 9,
1992, 4A.

Grace, Kevin. Cincinnati Boxing. Charleston, S.C.:
Arcadia, 2006.

“The Greatest," KP, February 3, 2007, 10A.
Harmon, Rick. "Fracture Put O'Brien's Comeback in
Limbo,” KP, June 22, 1978, 8K.

Reis, Jim. "Covington Riot Roiled from Clash That
Dashed 'Great White Hope,” KP, May 27, 1991,
4K.

– "Despite Efforts to Stop It, Boxing Proved a
Popular Sport.” KP, March 18, 1996,4K.
. "Riverside Club a Boxing Mecca," KP, Febru
ary 8, 1999,4K.
“When Boxing Was Champ," KP, April 22,
2002, 4K.

Michael R. Sweeney

BOYD CATTLE COMPANY. The Boyd Cattle
Company, known locally as Boyd Beef Cattle, is a
family-owned farming operation that began al
most 100 years ago. Eugene Boyd's father, Frank
Boyd, was the first county agent in Mason Co. Eu
gene, who grew up on a farm, continued the tradi
tion as a diversified farmer. When his son Ward

Boyd joined 4H, he bought the boy a heifer to raise
as his project, and this was the start of a cattle op
eration that has now spanned five generations.
Ward's son Charlie, who saw the potential in rais
ing superior cattle, today heads the seven-family
farm operation that is known internationally for
its superior Hereford and Angus yearling bulls.
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Charlie Boyd graduated from the University of
Kentucky in Lexington in 1964 with a degree in ani
mal science. He returned to Mason Co., and in 1973

he and his wife, Martha Donovan Boyd, bought a
farm near Mayslick. Within nine years they had
paid off the farm and had started to build a superior
herd of beefcattle. Charlie judges shows throughout
the United Statesandisconsidered the finestbreeder

of Hereford and Angusbulls in the nation. He is one
of only two full-time beef breeders east of the Mis
sissippi River. Boyd Heavy Hitter and Boyd New
Day are the two champion bulls that have cemented
the Boyd Beef Farm and Charlie's reputation.
Using modern tools, his knowledge of genetics,
and business acumen, Charlie has been able to de

velop strains with the traits sought by his custom
ers. The fertility rates of these strains are closely
monitored, and the farm's bulls are sought by com
mercial and local farmers for their ability to deliver
superior offspring that bring good returns on the
buyer's money. The Boyds also sell semen and fer
tilized eggs from the herds. Some of the semen and
eggs from their cattle have been shipped to Africa,
Australia, Canada, and New Zealand.

Today the seven farms that are home to the
Boyd Cattle Company's herds are managed and
run by Charlie, his son Charles II, Charles II's wife
Paula, Charlie's son-in-law Andrew Matheny, and
Andrew's wife Suzanne. The family recently built
its own sales barn in Mayslick, where spring and
fall yearling bulls are sold to buyers from around
the world. Charlie Boyd's grandchildren are also
now very much involved in the operation.
Boyd, Charlie. Interview by Lynn David, October 3,
2006, Mayslick, Ky.
Mitchell, Clifford. “Resources and Environment Build

Bull Power,” Cattle Today, April 2005, www.
cattletoday.com/archive/2005/April/CT387.shtml
(accessed October 11, 2006).

Campbell Co. received its charter from the Boys
and Girls Clubs of America on May 17, 1985, and it
became the fifth unit in the BGCGC group. In
1996 the Campbell Co. club moved to its current
location at 10th and Orchard Sts. in Newport. It
was renamed the Clem and Ann Buenger Unit in
honor of the former president of the Fifth Third
Bank and his wife, both longtime advocates for
children in Northern Kentucky.
Today the BGCGC serves more than 3,000
youths per year in Northern Kentucky and atten
dance averages more than 300 children per day.
Children from age 6 to age 18 are welcome to join
for a nominal annual fee. Members receive a hot

meal each day in addition to access to athletic
teams and equipment, homework assistance and
tutoring, and a variety of small-group activities
that encourage personal development. A dedicated
staffand volunteers support the children. Together,
the employees and volunteers hope to create an en
vironment that is fun, nurturing, and empowering
for each child who walks through the door. Sup
ported through private donations and funding
from the United Way, the BGCGC provides an
after-school environment that keeps at-risk chil
dren off the streets and gives them an exciting

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB. The Boys & Girls Clubs
of Greater Cincinnati includes two units in North

ern Kentucky. The first of the two was the Kenton
Co. Club, now known as Marge Schott-Unnewehr
Boys & Girls Club. Discussions about the creation
ofa Kenton Co. club began during the early 1950s,
and by 1955 the Kenton Co. Boys Club was housed
above a drugstore at the corner of Fourth and
Scott Sts. in Covington. Initially, it had a member
ship of about 100 boys, who were given academic
assistance, athletics, and life skills training. On
August 11, 1957, the club broke ground for a day
camp facility on the Bromley-Crescent Springs
Pk. In 1970 the Kenton Co. Club was required by
the Boys Clubs of America (BCA) to merge with
the Boys Clubs of Greater Cincinnati (BCGC). Just
two years later, the club was moved into a newly
constructed building in Covington at 26th St. and
Madison Ave., which it continues to use today. On
November 15, 1982, the BCGC began accepting
girls as members and officially became the Boys &
Girls Clubs of Greater Cincinnati (BGCGC).

In 1984 the Campbell Co. Boys & Girls Club
began meeting in Newport, in the basement of the
York Street Congregational Church. The club in

scouting, the Cub Scouts, the Boy Scouts, and Ven

turing (formerly the Explorers), gather for events.
Scoutinghas changed in recent years as the organi
zation has returned to the inner city, providing
counseling and self-improvement for boys along
with the traditional activities of camping, crafts,
hobbies, and civic involvement. For many years in
Northern Kentucky, most Boy Scout troops were
neighborhood- and church-based, generally di
rected by male volunteers from the church mem
bership wholed the troops in all sorts of prescribed
scouting activities.

The first scout troop in Northern Kentucky
was organized in 1911 by Rev. Harlan C. Runyan at
the Latonia Christian Church. During the next de
cade, prominent Covington civic leaders such as
Richard P. Ernst and J. T. Hatfield were active

in the scouting movement, as was the Baker-Hunt
Foundation. Local places where scouts gathered
during those years included Camp Hill and Camp
Hatfield in Morning View, the Latonia Race
course, and Goebel Park in Covington; out-of
town trips were often made to Mammoth Cave
National Park and to the Kentucky State Capitol in
Frankfort.

alternative.

Boy Scouts of America. “Dan Beard Council." www
“Boys Club Dedication," KTS, August 5, 1957, 1A.
“Club Is Named for Donor Schott," KP, July 5, 2001, 2K.

Jennifer Hedger

.danbeard.org (accessed October 28, 2006).
Covington Troop 6. "Adventure in Scouting: Coving
ton Troop 6, 1911–1936,” Kenton Co. Public Li

brary, Covington, Ky.
“Dan Beard to Return to Childhood Home ..." KP,

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA, DAN BEARD

COUNCIL. It seems only appropriate that the
local chapter of the Boy Scouts of America began
in the boyhood home of one of the scouting orga
nization's founders, Daniel Carter Beard, who

resided in Covington. From 1918 through 1923,
the Dan Beard Council (the home office of the

Lynn David

where members of each of the three divisions of

various local scout troops) was called the Cov
ington Council and served only that city. In Janu
ary 1925 the council reorganized as the Northern
Kentucky Council, serving Boone, Campbell,
and Kenton counties from its headquarters in
Covington. Bracken, Grant, and Pendleton coun
ties joined the council in February 1931 as the
popularity of scouting grew. A year later Mason,

August 18, 1934, 1.
Franzen, Gene. “Daniel Carter Beard Statue,” KE, July
30, 2000, B2.

BRACHT. Never incorporated, this community
in southwestern Kenton Co. appears on maps to
day at U.S. 25 (the Dixie Highway) and Ky. Rt. 14,
on the Bracht-Piner Rd. Before 1840, when this

Beard Council. In October 1956 the Dan Beard

area was a part of Campbell Co., it was called Key
West and was the childhood home of Kentucky
statesman John G. Carlisle. The Covington and
Lexington Turnpike (the Dixie Highway) ran
along a natural dry ridge from Central Kentucky
to the Ohio River. Drovers guided cattle, hogs,
mules, and even turkeys up the dirt pike, stopping
to water them at a natural spring near Key West. In
the late 1870s, the Cincinnati Southern opened
its railway along this ridge. By 1883, from a depot
with stockyards called Bracht Station (named for
Maj. F. B. Bracht of Grant Co.), trains transported
farm produce and animals, tobacco, fresh milk,
passengers, and mail. A post office operated at Key
West from May 1877 until February 1910 and af.

Council consolidated with the Cincinnati Area

terward at Bracht Station, a half mile north. Busi

Council to form the Dan Beard Council, No. 438.
Since that time some Ohio counties have been

nesses sprang up: general stores, a blacksmith, one
room schools, a trotting course, and taverns, but
no churches. After labor shortages created by

Owen, and Robertson counties were added. The

council's headquarters was moved to Newport in
1941, and in 1944 Gallatin Co. joined the council.
In 1951 Bracken, Mason, and Robertson counties

transferred to a scout group based in Portsmouth,
Ohio. In 1952 the council's headquarters returned
to Covington as its name was changed to the Dan

added to the council; its headquarters is located
along Victory Parkway in Cincinnati. The United
Way agency partially funds the scouts in this
region.

The scouts in the Northern Kentucky-Cincin
nati region operate campgrounds at Camp Edgar
Friedlander in Clermont Co., Ohio, and Camp Mi
chaels (formerly Camp Powderhorn) in Union, Ky.,

World War I, the paving of U.S. 25, and the Great
Depression, rural commerce declined, and the
railroad depot and post office at Bracht closed.
An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.

BRACKEN CO.

Rennick, Robert M. The Post Offices of Northern
Kentucky. Lake Grove, Ore: Depot, 2004.
Suzann Parker Leist

BRACKEN, WILLIAM (date of birth unknown;

d. after 1773, Bracken Co., Ky). Pioneer William
Bracken, an early explorer in Kentucky, helped to
chart the territory as a prelude to settlement. In
1773 he accompanied a party headed by the McA
fee brothers (George, James, and Robert) as they
canoed down the Kentucky River surveying what
became Frankfort and Harrodsburg. At the Falls
of the Ohio (Louisville), the group met up with an
other party of surveyors headed by Capt. Thomas
Bullitt. Bullitt's group had been sent by the gover
nor of Virginia to survey the land in Kentucky
promised to Virginia soldiers as bounty for having
fought in the French and Indian War. The two
groups joined and proceeded to plot sections of
town lots in the vicinity of Limestone Creek
(modern-day Maysville).
The combined group then headed down the
Ohio River. Along the way, they discovered
two creeks and named them after Bracken. The

10-member team arrived on July 4, 1773, at Big
Bone Lick (located in modern-day Boone Co.), a
site they had heard about from both Indians and
white men. The group reported "making seats and
tent poles of the enormous backbones and ribs of
the mastodon found there in large quantities."
Bracken left the surveying party and settled

In 1796 the church had 156 members. In 1799 it

Bracken Co. was the home of several stonema

was the site of the formation of the Bracken

sons who quarried stone, faced it, and used it to

Association of Baptists, which the congregation
joined.
Like many other churches and denominations
of the time, the congregation divided over the issue

of slavery in 1805. Anti- and proslavery groups
took turns worshipping in the same building until
about 1815, when the split was healed. In 1829
there was a division regarding doctrine in the Bap
tist movement; a majority of the congregation
joined the Campbell movement, begun by Alex
ander Campbell, which called for biblicalliteral
ism. The Campbellites controlled the congregation
and the building until 1842, when the Baptists re
gained control.
The size of the congregation began to decrease
around 1850, and by 1900 the building was no lon
ger used for worship. It was a community center
until 1930, when it was sold for $280, the proceeds
were used to erect a marker at Craig's grave. From
1930 to 1996, the structure was used as a tobacco

barn. The Friends of Minerva began restoring the
building in 1996 and completed the process in
2006. The church today is home to community
functions, including the annual interdenomina
tional Minerva Community Thanksgiving in the
fall.

“Pioneer Baptist Honored,” KP, October 31, 1930, 11.
Paul L. Whalen

near the two creeks that had been named for him,
BRACKEN CO. Bracken Co. in Northern Ken

the Big Bracken and Little Bracken creeks, which
converge and empty into the Ohio River at what
today is Augusta. Indians later killed him, and his
burial place is unknown. Bracken Co., established
in 1796, was named in honor of this early Kentucky
pioneer and settler in the area.
Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.

Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
Cotterill, R. S. History of Pioneer Kentucky. Berea,
Ky: Kentucke Imprints, 1917.

tween Germantown and Brooksville in the county
was formerly known as Woodward's Cross Rd. in
honor of the early Woodward brothers, settlers of

ern boundary is at the North Fork of the Licking
River. Topographically, the county is rolling and
hilly. Brooksville is the county seat, and Augusta,
with proximity to the railroad and the Ohio River,
is the county's principal town.
The Court of Quarter Sessions was created in

Augusta on June 12, 1797, and John Blanchard,
John Pattie, and Francis Wells were named the

BRACKEN BAPTIST CHURCH (LEWIS
CRAIG MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH).
This church, located in Minerva in Mason Co.,
was built in 1793 and has been restored in recent

years by the Friends of Minerva. The church was
founded by the famous Baptist preacher and

evangelist Rev. Lewis Craig, who had been perse
cuted for his Baptist beliefs in Virginia. Craig and
a group of Baptist families left Spotsylvania, Va.,
in 1781 and organized churches in southern Ken
tucky and at South Elkhorn, near Lexington. In
1792 Craig moved from South Elkhorn to Mason
Co., and the following year, the Bracken Baptist
Church was constructed. Craig served as pastor
until the early 1800s. In 1795, the congregation
joined the South Elkhorn Association of Baptists.

that the first log home in the county, near Minerva,
belonged to John Winter and dated to 1792. It is no
longer standing. The oldest remaining log house,
protected by an overhanging tobacco barn on
Mount Zion Rd. near Chatham, is the two-story
home erected by Thomas Heaverin in 1793. On
Third St. in Augusta is the Dickerson log building,
which housed the first court of the county in 1796.
Also in Augusta at 209 W. Riverside Dr. are a two
story log structure attached to Tom Broshear's
Tavern, the oldest three-story brick structure in
Northern Kentucky, and the Mohrfield cabin,
which was relocated from the Augusta-Minerva
Rd. to the Parkview Inn property.
The first pike chartered through the county in
the early 1800s is currently known as Ky. Rt. 19, its
original name was the Augusta-Georgetown Pk.
The Ohio Valley Pk.followed, along the Ohio River

in 1796 and chartered in 1797. Bracken Co.'s south

court's gentlemen justices of the peace. Rueben
Young was appointed sheriff, and Francis Wells
was Augusta's first surveyor. The county was 23rd
in order of formation in Kentucky and currently
covers an area of 203 square miles. Its name comes
from two creeks, Big Bracken and Little Bracken,
which may have been named after an early ex
plorer, William Bracken, who was reportedly
killed by American Indians.
Early inhabitants of the county recorded that
Augusta was built over an Indian burying ground,
thought by archeologists to be one of the Fort
Ancient Indian Sites. Many skeletons were re

Rebecca Mitchell Turney

have continued to fascinate residents. Records state

shoreline, but the lower bank has been obliterated

centennial Edition. Brooksville, Ky: Bracken Co.
Extension Homemakers, 1996.

build their homes, structures that have stood for

nearly two centuries. In the Augusta area, the stone
houses remaining are the Chalfont house, three
miles west of Augusta on Ky. Rt.8 (currently being
preserved by the Bracken Historical Society); the
Boothe family's two-story home, three miles south
of Augusta on Ky. Rt. 435 (Augusta-Minerva Rd.),
and the Stroubehouse, built during the early 1820s
along Ky. Rt. 2370 (Dutch Ridge Rd.), which is in
pristine condition and occupied by the Charles
Schweitzer Sr. family.
Log structures that were built in the county

tucky, bounded on the north by the Ohio River,
was formed from Mason and Campbell counties

Foster, Judith Ann. History of Bracken County Bi

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
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and there is no trace of the old road. The road be

Brooksville.

Augusta, the first county seat, was the port of
call for flat and keelboat packets in use on the river
and quickly became the county's largest city. Flat
boats constructed in Harrison Co. at Claysville,
near the southern part of Bracken Co., floated sur
plus farm products from Bracken Co. down the
Licking, Ohio, and Mississippi rivers to markets at
Natchez, Miss., and New Orleans.

In the late 1880s, the Chesapeake and Ohio

Railroad was built across the northern part of the
county, along the Ohio River. Although the packet
boat industry was still serving residents, providing
a source of income and commerce, the rail line

brought an increase of shipments of goods and
passengers. As early as 1875 in the Bracken Co.
town or Germantown, a railway was proposed,
the Covington, Flemingsburg, and Pound
Gap Railroad. A branch railroad, the Brooks

moved when the cellars of homes in the town

ville Railroad (see Brooksville and Ohio Rail

were dug. When early pioneer Philip Buckner
brought numerous families to the region, many

road), was constructed in the county from Wells
burg to Brooksville and hauled a large amount of
freight, thereby enhancing the economy of the
central portion of the county. The Brooksville-to
Wellsburg Railroad was discontinued in 1931 and

of them settled in Bracken Co. and became the

founding fathers of several Bracken Co. com
munities. Also, two traveling Baptist ministers,
Lewis and Elijah Craig, came into adjoining
Mason Co., and some of their followers entered
Bracken Co.

the rails were removed.

Phillip Buckner donated the 600 acres on
which the city of Augusta was founded and also
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plotted these acres into in-lots and out-lots, which
were divided and sold by Augusta's trustees. Be
cause the Augusta riverfront was a good site for a
port between Maysville and Cincinnati, the new
town of Augusta quickly flourished. Bracken
Academy (see Augusta College) was established
two years after Augusta was chartered, elevating
the reputation of the town.

town was once again engulfed in flames. Neave,

at night and lighted the sky with burning crops

named for one of its first settlers, is a small hamlet

and timbers; the Noah Johnson farm at Willow

in the southern portion of the county that was first

was one of the sites of such activity.

called Holton's Corner. Most of its commercial

Before 1860, Abraham Baker and his son built

buildings were destroyed by tornadoes in the

a wine cellar on the Baker farm near Augusta. A
number of immigrants from Baden, Germany,
who worked for Baker oversaw the quarrying of
stones for the farm's buildings from the nearby
hill. Slaves dug out the stones, sometimes taking
two or three days to get one loose. Some of these
stones when dressed measured three feet wide by
two feet high and 12–14 inches thick. Stonemasons
working for Baker at the time were Mike Constan
tine, C. S. Federer, Dominick Federer, George Sch
weitzer, Joseph Schweitzer, Constantine Stiefvater,

1920s.

Needmore is located at the intersection of the

Co. on February 16, 1839, by the Kentucky legisla
ture, which also approved abill to change the name

Dutch Ridge Rd. and the Augusta-Minerva Rd.,
just east of Augusta. It originally was the location
of a tollhouse for the upkeep of the road. Over the
years, several large Victorian-style homes were

of the town from Woodward's Cross Roads to

constructed near the Frolicher windmill, which

Brooksville in honor of David Brooks, a public
spirited state legislator who had guided the county
seat bill through to passage.
Several small villages have survived since the
formation of the county. Berlin, located in west

supplied well water to the area. A winery at the
west end of Needmore is a massive and impressive

Brooksville was selected as the seat of Bracken

central Bracken Co., was settled in 1844 as Pleasant

Ridge and later became Hagensville, before being
officially named Berlin in 1869. The village was a
convenient stopover on the journey between Ma
son Co. and Falmouth. The hamlet of Bradford,

just west of Augusta, once had a prosperous river
landing, originally called Metcalf's Landing. In
1866 the name was changed in honor of Laban J.
Bradford, a merchant and tobacco dealer who

owned much land locally. There were once three
tobacco warehouses in Bradford.

Chatham lies in the fertile rolling hills of the
northeastern section of the county, and plantation
farms and mansions still remain from earlieryears.
The county infirmary at Chatham, which served
the ill and the destitute of the county, was the
town's largest employer until it burned in the early
1980s. Foster, located in the western part of the
county near the Meldahl Dam, was once a thriv
ing and populous town. It was named for an early
settler, Israel Foster. A Kentucky State Historical
Marker stands to the west of the town, marking the
site of a 1793 ambush of American Indians by Si
mon Kenton. Flatboats, and later steamboats,

brought people and supplies to the town and trans
ported farm surplus goods to markets.
Germantown, laid out by Whitfield Craig in
1794, is the second-oldest settlement in the county.
It was built just east of Buckhanan Station, which
is at the junction of Ky. Rt. 10 and Ky. Rt. 875 (As
bury Rd.). The town was long known for its sizable
tannery, consisting of several large production vats
that sat on Tanyard Hill. Johnsville, or Fairview as
it is often called, was an early settlement in the
northwestern section of the county on a long,
high ridge well suited for homesites. The town was
named for two men named John who operated
the store where the post office was to be located.
Another small town in the county, Lenoxburg, was
named for Samuel B. Lenox, who owned the town's

general store and was its postmaster. Most of Le
noxburg's economy depended on the transport of
tobacco to larger markets. In 1887 the E. C. Gosney
broom factory also operated there.
Milford, on the North Fork of the Licking
River, was established in 1831 by John Ogdon, who
took the name from the mill located near the ford

in the river. Milford was almost destroyed by a di
sastrous fire in 1889, and in 1956 a portion of the
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structure. The vaulted limestone cellar is 100 feet

long, 40 feet wide, and 37 feet high. The entrances
are keystone arches built of one-foot-square tim
bers. Oakland is a rural farm community in the
southern portion of the county probably named
for the massive oak trees that grew there. On
nearby Marshall Rd. is an old Indian burial ground,
which represents a time when native peoples
hunted in the rich bottomlands. Abner Haley,
who settled on Willow Creek, along Bull Skin Rd.,
named the county's small community of Petra. A
descendant of Haley was the founder of the Porter
Haley Distillery, which was located on the Haley
family's farm. He distributed his whiskey in stores
in Kentucky and eventually as far away as New
York.

The Bracken Co. community of Powersville
was named after its first postmaster, John F. Power,

and Mike Weitlauf.
Bracken Co.'s involvement in the War of 1812

was in large part due to the efforts of Gen. John
Payne of Augusta, who raised a company of
mounted infantrymen that became a part of Ken

tuckian Richard Johnson's regiment at the Battle of
the Thames in October 1813. Payne's father, Maj.
Duval Payne, also served in the war. Four men had
earlier volunteered to go with Oliver Hazard Per
ry's fleet and took part in Perry's victory at Lake
Erie on September 10, 1813. These men, James Ar
tus, John Norris, William T. Taliaferro, and John

Tucker, were awarded medals by the Kentucky leg
islature for their courage and valor at the Battle of
Lake Erie. In 1848 the young soldiers of the county
again went to war, this time to Texas and Mexico to
fight in the Mexican War.

in 1833. This hamlet's hotel became known as a

Bracken Co. was as divided as the nation was

stopover for travel between Cynthiana and Au
gusta. Walcott, another small community in the
county, was so named by its first postmaster, who
used the spelling Walcott because he had learned
that another town named Walcot already existed.
Its location by Locust Creek made it a natural spot
for a flourmill, and portions of the millrace of the
old Murray Mill remain visible. Walcott's famous
“White" covered bridge was assembled in 1824 and

over the question of states' rights and slavery, and
Kentucky's participation on both sides in the
Civil War was reflected in the county. Many men
served the Confederacy, and many fought for the
Union, while the larger towns instituted home
guard units to protect their citizens from attack.
Company D of the Union Army's 16th Kentucky
Infantry fought gallantly in the war. This unit
comprised men from Bracken Co. and was com
manded by Capt. Henry Clay Weaver of Brooks
ville. In September 1862, Augusta was the site of a
Confederate raid (see Augusta Civil War Raid).

reconstructed in 1881.

Other communities in the county were de
stroyed by floods or other means. Several of those
were located along the Ohio River: Rock Springs,
South Higginsport, Stoney Point, Tietzville, Wells
burg, and Willow Grove. For some early settle
ments, such as Bladeston, Bridgeville, Brownings
ville, Cumminsville, Gertrude, Mount Hor, and

Stonewall, their location away from the main
transportation routes may have resulted in their
downfall.

In the early history of the county, white bur
ley tobacco was a prime crop, whose economical
importance was second only to the production of
wine; both enterprises had their origins in the
northern portion of the county on the hillsborder
ing Big and Little Bracken creeks. White burley to
bacco was first cultivated in 1864 on the river farm

of G. W. Barkley, east of Augusta. Tobacco growers
and warehouse managers disagreed over tobacco
prices in 1907 and 1908 so sharply that those who
refused to join the tobacco association, also called
the pool equity, suffered barn burnings and beat
ings. Masked riders in groups traveled the county

Francis M. McMillen of Bracken Co. received

the Medal of Honor, the nation's highest military
honor, for capturing a Confederate flag in battle at
Petersburg, Va., on April 2, 1865 (see Medal of
Honor). A military unit's battle flag served both as
a symbol of honor and for communications while
directing a unit in combat, and the capture of a flag
was both a difficult and a significant achievement.
McMillen was issued his medal on May 10, 1865.
Orlan Arnold, Hobart Lee Free, Arthur P. Ly
tle, and John J. Pepper were some of the men in
Bracken Co. who served in the Spanish-American
War. The significance of this war and the sinking
of the U.S. battleship Maine in Havana harbor in
Cuba on February 15, 1898, was the subject of sev
eral poems written by county citizens.
A Bracken County News article of May 2,
1940, related that more than 300 men had enlisted

from the county for military service in World
War I. The same article stated that 29 of these sol
diers had been killed and 35 wounded. Several of
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them remain interred in France and Belgium.
Bracken Co.'s contribution of men and women to

World War II was similar to that of many other
counties in Kentucky. Men enlisted by the hun
dreds, and women volunteered to serve as well. The

county lost more than 20 men fighting on foreign
soils, while others were stationed in the United
States. Bracken Co. men and women also served in

the military during the Korean War, the Viet
nam War, and subsequent Middle East wars, and
fortunately, there have been few losses.
The only manufacturing facilities in Bracken
Co. are located in Augusta; Clopay Inc. is a plas
tics manufacturer, and F. A. Neider Company Inc.
is an auto-parts supplier. Together, they employ
close to 400 skilled workers. Before these compa
nies opened for business in Augusta, there was a
shoe factory, L. V. Marks, on the current Clopay
company site, as well as various tobacco warehouses
in the town that employed many seasonal workers.
The following sites and districts in Bracken
Co. are listed on the National Register of Historic
Places: the Augusta College Historic Buildings, the
Augusta Historic District, the Brothers-O'Neil
House, the Chalfant Rock House, Evan Griffith's

Grocery, the James Weldon House, the John Gregg
Fee House, the J. R. Minor House, the Rock Spring
Warehouse, the Snag Creek Site, the Stone House
on Bracken Creek, the Stone House on old Ky. Rts.
19 and 8, the Stroube Rock House, a Turtle Creek

Site, the Walcott Covered Bridge, the Water St.
Historic District, the Wells-Keith House, and the
Wine Cellar. There are also 22 historic sites in the

county that have received Kentucky Landmark
Certificates.

In 2000 the U.S. Census Bureau reported that
Bracken Co. had a population of 8,279.
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County. Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky:
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.

ies that helped knew the value of a library in a
county. Mary Lou Simons (who had served as li

the eastern part of the county, there was the Ger
mantown Independent School from 1899 until
1960, the Germantown High School then became
part of the Bracken Co. system. In the southern
part of the county, Milford ran a graded school and
a high school from 1899 until 1956, when they be
came part of the Bracken Co. system. In the West
ern Hill (western) area of the county, the Western
Hills Elementary School and, beginning in 1959,
the Western Hills High School, gradually merged
into the Bracken Co. system; the elementary school
finally joined in 1987. Bracken Co.'s history of

brarian earlier) was rehired as head librarian on

school consolidation is similar to that of most rural

June 10, 1991, and a grand opening of the library's
new facility was held on September 9, 1991.
In 1994 the library board applied for a grant to
build a new building and was awarded $250,000
for the building project, a sum that had to be
matched. The Bracken Co. Public Library Public
Properties Inc., formed to raise the needed addi
tional moneys, accomplished its goal through a

counties in Kentucky. At times even a merger with
the smaller Robertson Co. School System to the
southeast has been considered. The spillover of pop
ulation growth from Campbell Co., the result of the
new AA Highway, makes it likely that more stu

the library. The suits claimed double taxation by the
city and its fiscal court and also attempted to pre
vent reappointment of the libraryboard's president.
The library initiative survived all three lawsuits.
The reconstituted library opened in the old jail
building in the courthouse yard, which had been
rented from the fiscal court for $200 a month.

Libraries across the state sent shelving, books,
and supplies to help; no grant moneys for new li
braries were available at this time. The other librar

loan from the First National Bank of Brooksville.

As a result, on April 9, 1995, the Bracken Co. Pub
lic Library opened its new 5,000-square-footbuild
ing at 310 W. Miami St. in Brooksville.
In 1998 the library made its third application
to the state for a new bookmobile; the library's
application was approved and a new 1998 book
mobile was sent to replace the outdated model.
In 2004 a new 1,000-square-foot children's wing
was opened at the library. This wing had been in
the library's long-range plans and became a reality
through a bequest from Richard A. Hause. The
new wing bears his name.
The Bracken Co. Public Library continues to
grow. It has 12 computers with Internet connec
tion for public use, of which three are in the Hause
Children's Wing, available for game-playing. Each
afternoon after school, the library fills with chil
dren enjoying the services offered in the library's

dents will attend Bracken Co. schools in the future.
The Bracken Co. Public School district consists

of three schools today, at three different locations
around the county seat of Brooksville: the Taylor
Elementary School, on Gibson Dr., with 430 stu
dents and 29 teachers; the Bracken Co. Middle

School, on Parsley Dr., with 360 students and 23
teachers; and the Bracken Co. High School, which
opened in 1997, on W. Miami St., with 400 stu
dents and 23 teachers.

Perhaps the most famous graduate of the
Bracken Co. Public Schools was Hollywood actor
Don Galloway, who appeared with Raymond
Burr on the television series Ironside.

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County. Bicentennial ed. Brooksville, Ky:
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.

Bracken Co. School District. www.bracken.k12.ky.us
(accessed January 24, 2007).
"Bracken Schools to Merge," KP, November 10, 1972,
1K.

"Counties Consider Merged School.” KP, March 22,
1991, 5K.

Bracken Co. Historical Society. Walter Crumbaugh—
Old Timer Speaks. Maysville, Ky. Standard Quick

Children's Wing.
“Augusta, Others Sue Fledgling Library," KP, April 1,

Print, 2004.

BRADFORD, BILL“BILLY” (b. March 4, 1935,

1992, 7A.

Caroline R. Miller

Covington, Ky). Billy Bradford istheson of Thomas
“Bracken Library Closes,” KP, September 30, 1987,
and Sarah White Bradford. His father worked at a
1K.

BRACKEN CO. PUBLIC LIBRARY. In 1983

“Bracken Library to Move,” KP, May 7, 1994, 12K.

the Town and Country Women's Club of Brooks
ville applied to the Kentucky Department for Li
braries and Archives (KDLA) for a grant to start a
library in Bracken Co. The club was awarded
$250,000 and given a bookmobile to begin a dem
onstration library.
The Bracken Co. Public Library opened its
doors on July 20, 1984, in a building donated by
the Continental Telephone Company. The library
ran successfully until September 1987, when it
closed because the county fiscal court had not ap
proved a tax levy. Petitions from taxpayers, a
heated public hearing, and subsequent lawsuits
failed to keep the library open.
In 1990 the process to develop a library began
again. Petitions were signed, public hearings were
held, and the fiscal court subsequently passed a .05
mill tax levy to support the library. The fiscal
court's action did not stop the opposition, though:
three suits were brought against levying a tax for

Mary Lou Simons
BRACKEN CO. PUBLIC SCHOOLS. There

are two public school districts in Bracken Co.,
Ky., the Augusta Independent Schools (see Au
gusta High School) and the Bracken Co. Public
Schools. The modern Bracken system is the result
of consolidation over the years, as economies of
scale were recognized as a way to improve educa
tion within the county. The improvement of roads
and highways also allowed for shorter commut
ing times to and from school.
The Bracken Independent–Graded School dis
trict existed from 1899 until 1925, serving the area
within the city of Brooksville with two schools, the

factory in Newport for many years. Billy spent
most of his days laboring on a dairy and tobacco
farm in Boone Co. owned by his maternal grand
parents, John W. and Sarah Fisher. During those
years heattended one of Boone Co.'s colored schools
through the eighth grade and then was transferred
to the Lincoln-Grant School in Covington; he
left school after completing the 10th grade.
As a youth, Bradford did not foresee a life in
public service. However, as a church steward at
Barnes Temple A.M.E. Church in Elsmere and
an admirer of Dr. Martin Luther King's integra
tion and nonviolent philosophies, young Bradford
began to take on more leadership roles within his
community. (Bradford was able to meet King in
1964 at an A.M.E. church convention at the Cin

cinnati Gardens, in Cincinnati.) For example, in

Brooksville Graded School and the Brooksville

1974 he became the first African American elected

High School. They became part of the Bracken Co.
School district in 1925, and the high school was
renamed the Bracken Co. High School in 1946. In

to the Elsmere City Council; he held that office
until 1980. Bradford returned to the council in

1982 and in 1994 was elected as the vice mayor of

BRADFORD, LABAN JOHNSON “COLONEL”
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Elsmere. At that time he also was one of the found

engaged in various business ventures with his

BRADFORD, LABAN JOHNSON “COLO

ing members of the Elsmere Fire District Board, a
group that helped to acquire much-needed equip
ment for the local Fire Department. Bradford also
was elected to the Elsmere Housing Authority
Board. When asked about these accomplish
ments, Bradford replied, “As a farmkid from Boone
County... I never imagined a life in politics. I have
always enjoyed helping people."
In 1998 Billy Bradford was elected mayor of

brother Col. Laban J. Bradford (1815–1891),

NEL (b. June 26, 1815, Augusta, Ky., d. September
11, 1891, Covington, Ky). Laban J. "Colonel" Brad
ford, an agriculturalist and a promoter of educa

Elsmere, the first African American to hold such a

position in Northern Kentucky. He lists the com
pletion of the Garvey Rd, connector and the In
dustrial Rd. project, as well as the construction of
the Elsmere Senior Center, as some of the impor
tant ventures of his tenure as mayor. More impor
tantly, however, Mayor Bradford has proclaimed
that his spirituality, a dedicated staff, and a diligent
city council are the main reasons for his success as
mayor; he is also proud that he has been able to
help foster a community where African Americans
and whites can work and livetogetherharmoniously.
Bradford, Bill “Billy.” Interviews by Eric R. Jackson,
June 15, 19, 2006, Elsmere, Ky.

judged agricultural contests, and served as presi
dent of the Mason and Bracken Co. Agricultural

Society. Bradford also loved to hunt, participated in
Whig politics, and served on the Augusta city
council. By mid-October 1861, he felt duty-bound to
help preserve the Union and volunteered to be a bri
gade surgeon and personal physician to his friend
Maj. Gen. William “Bull” Nelson (1824–1862), a
Maysville native. Bradford served in the Union Ar
my's Big Sandy Expedition in Kentucky and went
to Camp Wickliffe in Larue Co., Ky., where he
served as 10th Brigade Surgeon in Nelson's 4th Di
vision. That division became the first to enter Nash
ville, Tenn., and it led the advance to Savannah,

Tenn. On April 4, 1862, Bradford received a com
mission as a major in the U.S. Medical Corps., and
two days later he became involved in the Battle of
Pittsburg Landing (Shiloh, Tenn.). During the fight
to retain control of the landing on Sunday evening,
April 6, 1862, Bradford led retreating troops back
to the front line and fought beside them. Once the
situation stabilized, he treated wounded persons
from both sides. Just before the 4th Division en

“First Annual Northern Kentucky African-American

Heritage Festival—1995," Northern Kentucky Af.
rican American Heritage Task Force Collection,
W. Frank Steely Library, Northern Kentucky Univ.
Fisher, John C. K. “Folks View Bradford as Listener,
Leader.” KP, October 24, 1998, 7K.

. "Northern Kentucky's First Black Mayor.” KP,
October 24, 1998, 1K.

Eric R. Jackson
BRADFORD,JOSHUATAYLOR(b. December

9, 1818, Bracken Co., Ky; d. October 31, 1871, Bracken
Co., Ky). The celebrated ovarian surgeon Joshua
Bradford was the seventh son of William and Eliza

beth Johnson Bradford, pioneer settlers of Bracken
Co. Bradford attended the local Augusta College,
studied under his brother Dr. Jonathan J. Bradford

(1806–1878), and graduated from the Transylvania
University Medical School in Lexington in Febru
ary 1839, after completing a dissertation on Asiatic
cholera. Joshua Bradford established a large general
practice at Augusta. He married Sarah Emily Arm
strong on February 4, 1845.
As a doctor, Bradford undertook the very dan
gerous practice of ovarian surgery, and in two spec
tacular cases, he removed a 22-pound tumor and
a 41-pound tumor. He employed careful selection
and diagnosis and used boiled water and other
sanitary practices to achieve a record of only 3
deaths in 30 operations—an unparalleled accom
plishment that brought accolades from observers
both in Europe and in the United States. Bradford
also achieved great success in other areas of medi
cine. He developed an effective treatment for skin
cancer, and when confronted with a carious heel
bone (the os calcis and the cuboid), Bradford ex
tracted the calculus and restored the limb to full

tered Corinth, Miss., Bradford became severely ill
and returned home. While he recuperated in July
and August 1862, the Confederates invaded Ken
tucky, and it became impossible for Bradford to
rejoin Nelson in Tennessee. Kentucky governor
James F. Robinson (1862–1863) recommended to
President Abraham Lincoln (1861–1865) that

Bradford become a colonel, authorizing Bradford
to raise a regiment to protect the Maysville region.
Confederate general Basil Duke, who wanted to
stop that effort, attacked Augusta on September 27,
1862. Duke gained nothing from the bloody fight,
and later Bradford had to explain to the medical
corps just why he had acted in the capacity of an
infantry officer. Much to his dismay, that misun
derstanding led to his being mustered out of ser
vice as a Union medical officer in February 1863.
Bradford returned to family practice and on
two occasions declined offers to accept the Dr.
George C. Blackman chair of surgery at the Medi
cal College of Cincinnati, Bradford died in 1871
from a hepatic abscess of the liver.
Anderson, W. W. “Dr. Joshua Taylor Bradford,” Ken
tucky Medical Journal 15 (1917): 140–42.
Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincin
nati. J. M. Armstrong, 1878.
Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1. Cov
ington, Ky: Collins, 1882.

“Diary of Joshua Taylor Bradford, 1862," Library of
Congress Manuscript Division, Washington, D.C.;
National Archives and Records Administration,
Medical Officer Files, 7W2/23/8/l box no. 64; 2916,
ACP 1887, 9W3/19/33/5 box no. 1091, CMSR,
7W3/1/22/5 box no. 9.

Schachner, August. "Joshua Taylor Bradford.” In Dic
tionary of American Medical Biography. New
York: Appleton, 1928.

usefulness. In the case of a woman who suffered

from complete rupture of the perineum, his knowl
edge and skills returned her to normal.
Outside of his medical practice, Bradford main
tained a successful vineyard and wine cellar. He

Transactions of the American Medical Association.
Vol.23. Philadelphia: Collins, 1872.
“W. G. Bradford Statement,” Special Collections and
Archives, Transylvania Univ.
Donald A. Clark

tion, was the son of William and Elizabeth Johnson
Bradford. His father, who came from Fort Jackson,
Pa., to Irish Station in Nicholas Co. in 1791, became

the sheriff of Bracken Co. and acquired more than
1,900 acres of land and 11 slaves. Laban worked on

the family farm, received a basic education, and
briefly took up medical training with his brother,
Jonathan J. Bradford. Laban Bradford started agen
eral merchandise business that shipped goods from
New Orleans to Augusta and Maysville. He lived
at St. Martinsville, La., on Bayou Teche, for several
years and in 1844 married Jane Marie Jewell of
Pointe Coupee Parish in Louisiana.
Bradford, who went by the nickname of "Colo
nel," enjoyed hunting, a good cigar, and a sip of
bourbon. In 1855 he served as a member of the

Kentucky House of Representatives. He helped to
start an institute for feeble-minded individuals,
served as chairman of the Committee on Peniten

tiaries, and promoted a two-year $5,000 appropri
ation that established the first state agricultural
society. In 1857 he persuaded officials in Kentucky
to hold the National Tobacco Fair in conjunction
with the second State Agricultural Fair. For 7 of
the 10 years the Tobacco Fair existed, Bradford
served as its president. About this time, he noticed
that aparticular mutated tobacco plant on his farm
appeared superior to the common red burley. He
later gave seeds for that mutation to a tobacco
grower in Brown Co., Ohio. In a few years, the proj
ect to grow this new strain of tobacco proved suc
cessful, and over the next decade, the new white

burley tobacco variety became an economic
boon to the region.
In August 1860 Bradford, a slave owner, led
a meeting of Democrats at Brooksville who sup
ported John Bell, the 1860 presidential candidate
of the Constitutional Unionists. Two years later
many of these same men, including Laban Brad
ford, continuing to regard the Constitution as in
violate, were promoting peace and sought to re
store the Union "as it was.” As president of the
Kentucky State Agricultural Society in 1862–1863,
Bradford participated in discussions that led to the
February 22, 1865, establishment of the Agricul
tural and Mechanical (A&M) College at Lexing
ton. From the college's inception, he served as
president of the Board of Visitors. When the Na
tional Tobacco Convention elected him president,
Bradford appealed to the U.S. Revenue Commis
sion not to tax leaf tobacco, and he succeeded in

getting existing laws modified. He served as a del
egate to the U.S. Fair at Philadelphia and repre
sented the National Tobacco Convention at the

Universal Exposition at Paris, France, in 1866. He
moved to Covington in 1874 and worked with
A&M president James K. Patterson to help ensure
the success of the school. In 1878 the A&M College
in Lexington became Kentucky State College, and
from then on Bradford served as a member of its

Board of Trustees. In 1887 his only son, Alexander
Jewell Bradford, died from a ruptured appendix
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while campaigning for state representative. The
loss of his son sent Bradford into a steady decline,

Weaver, Randall, “Confronting the Soul Destroyers:

tablished in 1895 and continued until 1931. The

James Bradley and the Abolitionist Movement's

and he died at his home at 58 W. 11th St. in Cov

Origin," Journal of Unconventional History 11,

ington in 1891. His remains were placed in the
family plot at Linden Grove Cemetery in Coving

no. 2 (Winter 2000): 1-13.
Wolff, Christine. “Former Slave Receives Honor 153
Years Late,” CE, November 2, 1987, D1.

first postmaster was appropriately named John T.
Brashear, but the post office reportedly was named
for Captain Henry C. Brashear, a noted steamboat
pilot of the Cincinnati & Louisville U.S. Mail Line
Company. Once the steamboat traffic disappeared,
the area was bypassed with the construction of

ton, and in 1892 his home became the new Demo

cratic headquarters. He left behind his widow, Jane
Marie, and three children. In 1908 Kentucky State
College became the Kentucky State University, and
in 1916, fulfillingacherished dream of Laban Brad
ford, the school became the University of Ken
tucky, the flagship educational institution of the
commonwealth of Kentucky.
Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky of the
Dead and Living Men of the Nineteenth Cen
tury. Cincinnati: J. M. Armstrong, 1878.
Clowes, Jack. “My Lady Nicotine Becomes Cash
Crop with Aid of Frankfort's Founder," Lexington
Herald-Leader, August 10, 1969.
Kenton Co. (Covington) Death Certificate No. 492,
for the year 1891.
Laban J. Bradford, Biographical File, Univ. of Ken
tucky Special Collections.
Perrin, William Henry, J. H. Battle, and G. C. Kniffin.
Kentucky: A History of the State. Louisville, Ky.
F.A. Battey, 1888.

Kareem A. Simpson

Cincinnati-to-Louisville roads to the south: U.S.
BRAMLETTEBAPTIST CHURCH. The Bram

42 (the Old Louisville Rd.) and I-71.

lette Baptist Church in Gallatin Co., originally
called Lick Creek Baptist Church, was sent out as a
colony from the New Liberty Baptist Church and

Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,

lette helped to organize another church that year,
known as Poplar Grove Church. In 1831 the Lick
Creek church was listed as a charter member of the
Ten Mile Association. In 1849 the first church

BRADLEY, JAMES (b. ca. 1800, Africa; date of

building, located on Lick Creek, was constructed of
logs cut from nearby woods and hewn by hand. A
small window behind the pulpit provided light for
the preacher to readby. Only daytime services were
held, sometimes just once a month. The preacher
came on horseback and stayed with families of the
church. His pay was usually yarn socks, knitted by
hand, or jeans cloth woven by the women, since
each family did its own knitting and weaving in
those days. The church was admitted to the Con
cord Association at its 1859 annual meeting. At a

death unknown). James Bradley, aslave who became
an abolitionist, was born into slavery in Africa and

Creek to rush out of its banks, the church building

Donald A. Clark

much later date, when a torrential rain caused Lick

as an infant was taken to South Carolina. He was
sold to a slave trader, who sold him to the owner of

the Bradley Plantation in Pendleton Co., Ky., from
which Bradley derived his surname. As a teenager
he moved to Arkansas with his owner, performing
normal duties by day. By night, with permission
from his master, he did odd jobs for other plantation
owners and received wages. There were many days
when Bradley was only able to muster a few hours of
sleep. After five years he had saved $700, which he
used to purchase his freedom.
Once free, he briefly returned to Northern
Kentucky before entering into free territory in
Ohio, crossing the Ohio River at Covington. Soon
afterward, Bradley was admitted to the Lane Theo
logical Seminary in Cincinnati. As the first Afri
can American student there, he joined in the
seminary's abolitionist movement, participating
in the famous Lane Debates of 1834. He later at
tended the Sheffield Manual Labor Institute, a

branch of Oberlin College in northern Ohio, for
one year. From then on, Bradley appears to be lost
to history.
A statue of Bradley was placed along River
side Dr. in Covington, marking roughly where he
crossed the Ohio River into Ohio. Created by
sculptor George Danhires, the bronze statue has
the dimensions 49 by 29 by 53 inches, with a base

2003.

established before 1827. Records show that Bram

was washed away and one person drowned. A brave
gentleman waded into the church's remains and
saved the pulpit Bible. The members reconstructed
their church where the creek crossed Ghent-Sanders

Rd. in a community called Bramlette, which pro
vided the church's name. When the post office was
established there, it was discovered that there was

another community in Kentucky named Bram
lett, so Carson was chosen as the name for the

community.
In 1900 the Bramlette Baptist Church and
seven other churches withdrew from the Concord

Association to form the White's Run Baptist Asso
ciation, the first annual meeting of which was held
at Bramlette in October 1901. During the Great
Depression of the 1930s, the pastor was paid five
dollars a week, or sometimes he was given a chicken
or some other item. During 1940 and 1941, the
members built a new building at Carson. In 1965
I-71 was created, passing right through the Carson
community, so the church was moved to Lick
Creek on Ky. Rt. 465S, near the site of the first
church building. Five Sunday school rooms were
added and the building was encased in red brick.
Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,

BRATTON

(PINHOOK;

BRATTON'S

MILL). Originally within Bracken Co., this Rob
ertson Co. village was founded by the brothers
Aaron H. and George Washington “Wash” Bratton
in the 1840s. It is five miles north of Mount Olivet,

near the North Fork of the Licking River. The name
Pinhook is said to come from a story about a small
boy who fished in nearby streams with a bent pin
as his hook. Others say the name arose from the
term for a person who is involved in the buying
and selling of tobacco. The Bratton brothers oper
ated a stationary sawmill at Pinhook, which after
ward also became a gristmill. Later, a general store,
a tobacco warehouse, a post office (1865), and an
undertaker appeared in town. One of the original
schools in the county was located at Bratton's Mill,
before the community's name changed to Pin
hook. In 1875, in a three-story building at Pinhook,
Wash Bratton opened a normal school. He recog
nized the need to train teachers and hoped that the
school would become a great academy, but it oper
ated for only a few years. For many years, there was
a tollgate in town where fees were collected from
persons traveling along the Pinhook and Santa Fe
turnpikes. Bratton is where Dr. Mark Insko and his
partner in the early 1900s, Dr. Clarence Swinford,
practiced medicine. Because of the area's remote
ness, it was common for medical operations to take
place in homes on kitchen tables. The first tele
phone was installed at the Bratton store in 1908.

Bratton is also where residents of that part of the
county cast their votes on Election Day. For most
of its existence, Bratton has had a population num
bering about 20. With the consolidation of schools
within Robertson Co. and the improvements in
roads, this little village slowly has lost its impor
tance as a gathering place.
Walton, Alma Mae. “Bratton's Millor Pinhook and Its

People," Mt. Olivet Robertson County Review,
July 1971 (1871–1971 centennialed), p. 1.
BRAUN, BOB (b. April 20, 1929, Ludlow, Ky., d.
January 15, 2001, Cincinnati, Ohio). Bob Braun,

2003.

Ken Massey

popular host of radio and television shows, singer,
and actor, was raised during the Great Depres
sion by hard-working parents John and Thelma

BRASHEAR. In northeast Gallatin Co., at the
mouth of Steele's Creek, is an area once known as

Hunnicutt Braun. Braun developed an early inter
estin entertaining and at age 13 made his debut on

gelicalism and Antislavery in Antebellum Amer

Brashear. The town site is opposite Patriot, Ind.,
along the Ohio River, and roughly two miles west
of the Boone Co. boundary line. A post office oper

knothole baseball show. During his years at Lud
low High School, he did impersonations locally

ica. Metuchen, N.J.; Scarecrow Press, 1980.

ated at Brashear from 1881 until 1887; it was rees

with an amateur act, “Braun and Miller," that he

of 28 by 8 by 17 inches. Bradley is depicted sitting
on a park bench reading a book, a tribute to a man
who, in difficult circumstances, taught himself to
read.

Lesick, Lawrence Thomas. The Lane Rebels: Evan

WSAI-AM radio as the host of Saturday-morning

BRENT

Bob Braun Show in 1984. It was the last locally
produced variety show in the Cincinnati region.
Braun was also instrumental in maintaining the
success of the Ruth Lyons Christmas Fund.
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church. Brean died in October 2004 in New York

City and was cremated. His ashes were returned to
Covington and buried with his mother in Linden
Grove Cemetery.

After the demise of the Bob Braun Show,
Braun moved to California and continued his suc

cessful entertainment career. He appeared in four
films: La Pelle (1981), Die Hard II (Die Harder)

(1990), Defending Your Life (1991), and Christmas

"Gets Fellowship," KTS, June 12, 1956,2A.
Murray, Wendy. "Kids' Art Brings Poems to Life—
Harlem School of the Arts Students," Instructor,

January–February 1995.
"Scholarship," KTS, October 11, 1956,4A.

in Connecticut (1992). He cohosted the show Ev
Theodore H. H. Harris

erybody's Money Matters, hosted KTTV's Good
Day LA for two years, and served as master of cer.
emonies on such shows as the Miss California
Pageant and the Festival of Roses Parade for Fox
TV. He twice cohosted the Los Angelesſerry Lewis
Telethon. He closed out his career back in Cincin

Bob Braun.

natias hostofa morningradio show on WSAI-AM.
In 1954 Braun married Wray Jean Wilkinson, and
together they had two sons, Rob and Doug, and a
daughter, Melissa. For years they lived in Cincin
nati. Bob Braun died in 2001, having battled Par
kinson's disease, and was buried at Spring Grove
Cemetery in Cincinnati. His son Rob Braun is a
news anchor for WKRC-TV in Cincinnati.

had created. After he graduated from high school,
he worked as a lifeguard at Coney Island Amuse
ment Park and sometimes sang at Coney's Moon
light Gardens. His first television appearance,
singing with the amateur Harris Rosedale group,
was on Crosley Broadcasting's experimental

Bird, Rick. "Goodbye, Bob Braun," KP, January 16,
2001, 1C.

Braun, Bob. Here's Bob. Garden City, NY: Double

Robert Schrage

can Bandstand television show. He also had hit

singles with "Red Roses fora Blue Lady" and "Sweet
Violets." In total, Braun recorded 20 albums and

more than 100 singles.
While cohosting the 50-50 Club with Ruth Ly
ons, Braun also hosted, between 1963 and 1966,

the GoodMorning Show, alive one-hour weekday
morning radio broadcast from the McAlpin's De
partment Store Tea Room in downtown Cincin
nati. His support cast included Kenny Price and
later Nick Clooney. Clooney eventually took over
as host of the Good Morning Show, as Braun's du

BREAN, DAVID (b. April 12, 1925, Neptune,
N.J.; d. October 12, 2004, New York City). David
Brean, the son of Rev. William L. and Bessie E.
Brean, was a renowned African American artist

and educator. Brean graduated from William Grant
High School (see Lincoln-Grant School) in Cov
ington in 1943. During his senior year, he prepared
an art piece that was part of an exhibit at the Cin
cinnati Art Museum in September 1943. He en
listed in the U.S. Army June 19, 1943, to serve in
World War II. After the war Brean earned a BA

and a BS in education from the University of Cin
cinnati in 1955. In September 1956 he was enrolled
in Columbia University, New York City, pursuing a
master of fine arts degree. That same year, he was
one of 51 students from throughout the nation to
receive a John Hay Whitney Foundation scholar
ship. He graduated with an MFA on June 4, 1957.
Brean became a director and later director

emeritus of the Visual Arts Department of the
Harlem School of the Arts in New York and a

friend of its founder, Dorothy Maynor. He began
teaching at the school from its very beginning.

ties at the 50-50 Club increased.

Brean exhibited at the Cincinnati Art Museum,

When Ruth Lyons retired in 1967, Braun took
over as host of her very popular show, and it be

the Cincinnati Modern Art Society, and the Alms
Gallery at the University of Cincinnati. His other
shows were in New York City, at the Art Students
League Gallery and at the Macy Art Gallery at the
Teachers College and East Hall Gallery, both at
Columbia University.
The Brean family attended the Ninth St. Meth
odist Episcopal Church in Covington. Brean
crafted and donated several pieces of art to the

came the Bob Braun Show, which ran from 1967
until 1984. The show was the number-one-rated

live entertainment-information program in the
Midwest. The syndicated 90-minuteshowincluded
live performances and many special guests, includ
ing the top entertainers in the nation and politi
cians. Changing times led to the cancellation of the

An Atlas of Owen County, Kentucky. Philadelphia:
Lake, 1883.

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: "Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky:Standard,
1976.

cameras for the Paul Dixon Show, directed the

Uncle Al Show, and became a regular on the na
tionally telecast Dottie Mack Show, pantomiming
songs. His became one of the region's most popu
lar stars. In 1957 Braun won first prize on Arthur
Godfrey's Talent Scouts on CBS. He then joined
WLWT-TV in Cincinnati as a regular cohost on
Ruth Lyons's 50–50 Club and hosted his own
Bandstand television show. His recording of "Till
Death Do Us Part" on the Decca label, peaked at
26 on Billboard's chart in 1962 and led to appear
ances on DickClark's nationally broadcast Ameri

was located at Breck. Before the settlement of the

county, there were several Indian camps and two
Indian burial grounds nearby, and one of the
camps was called Breck. Owen Co. resident Bill
Booth built the Breck-Elk Ridge Turnpike, im
proving access to Breck. This is also where the
Smith family's cemetery is found. The geography
and roadways of the immediate area have changed
markedly since the creation of the adjacent Elk
Lake Shores development during the early 1960s.

day, 1969.

Perry, Dick. Not Just a Sound: The Story of WLW.
Englewood Cliffs, N.J.; Prentice-Hall, 1971.

W8XCT, the forerunner of WLWT (Cincinnati).
WCPO-TV hired Braun in 1949, and there he ran

BRECK. The community of Breck in Owen Co. is
within the Lusby's Mill Precinct at the intersection
of county roads 845 and 1883. It is just east of the
Elk Lake Shores development, 10 miles southeast
of Owenton, and 2 miles west of Lusby's Mill.
One of the county's original one-room schools

BRENT. Settled in the mid-19th century by Ger
man immigrants, Brent was an unincorporated
Campbell Co. farming community along the Ohio
River between two of its tributaries, Three Mile
Creek on the west and Four Mile Creek on the east.

Brent was originally named Coney Island Station,
since it was directly across the river from Ohio's
Coney Island amusement park. To avoid confu
sion in mail delivery, in 1885 the Post Office De
partment renamed the area Brent after Newport
postmaster Philip BrentSpence, father of the future
U.S. congressman Brent Spence. Access to Brent
was via the Twelve Mile Turnpike (today's Ky.
Rt. 8/Mary Ingles Highway) and later also by
railroad. Successive owners operated a ferryboat
between Brent and Coney Island beginning as
early as 1861. By 1891 Brent boasted many busi
nesses, including lumber sales, coal- and brick
yards, a saw and planing mill, a grocery store, a
cobbler's shop, a carpenter's enterprise, barber
shops, a hotel, an athletic club, and a hauling busi
ness. Farming, however, remained the primary oc
cupation. Planners of a resort in Brent were going
to market summer-home lots, but that project did
not mature. The Brent Public School opened a new
schoolhouse on September 14, 1891, raising needed
capital through various talent performances by
staff and students. By 1898 it had 40 students; it
was closed and sold in 1940. Private telephone ser
vice came to Brent in a connection with nearby
Cold Spring in 1894. Meanwhile, the Brent Tigers
baseball team competed against other area squads.

116

BRENT SPENCE BRIDGE

During the first half of the 20th century, construc
tion crews on Lock and Dam No. 36 on the Ohio
River and railroad workers from Silver Grove, the

C&O Railroad's company town to the southeast,
patronized many of Brent's businesses, but eco
nomic expansion ceased owing to Silver Grove's
emergence. Nonetheless, Brent's small population
increased 20-fold on summer Sunday evenings as
motorists stopped to view the Coney Island fire
works display over the Ohio River. Eventually,
businesses began to leave Brent when the railroad
abandoned Silver Grove in 1981. John Laughead,
the last area ferryboat operator, stopped making
river crossings in 1978, two years after the Combs
Hehl Bridge opened and made the automobile
the preferred means of access to Coney Island. By a
series of annexations between 1982 and 1992, Sil

ver Grove acquired the part of Brent from the south
edge of the Mary Ingles Highway north to the Ohio
River and several parcels on the south side, includ
ing the local fishing lake. The rest of the area south
of the highway remains in county jurisdiction.
While some small businesses linger, Brent's exis
tence as an independent entity is now history.
“Brent," KJ, July 2, 1891,7. A brief history of Brent.
“Brent—Fundraiser for the New School House," KJ,

August 13, 1891, 1.

“Cold Spring—To Be Connected by Telephone to
Brent," KJ, May 4, 1894,5.
Hubbard, Harlan. Shanty Boat. Lexington: Univ. of
Kentucky Press, 1977.
Reis, Jim. “Small Brent Once Boomed, but Lost Out to
Silver Grove,” KP, November 29, 1999, 4K.

Sayers, John, police chief, Silver Grove, Ky. Inter
view by Robert M. Venable, June 24, 2004, Silver

The Brent Spence Bridge, which serves as the
Ohio River crossing for both I-75 and I-71, is a
three-span double-deck steel cantilever truss
structure. The main span is 830.5 feet long, and
each side span is 453 feet. Northbound traffic uses
the lower deck, southbound traffic the upper
deck. Modjeski & Masters, Engineers, of Harris
burg, Pa., designed the bridge, and Charlie B.
White, of Alexandria, was the resident engineer
for the Kentucky Department of Highways on the
bridge construction project. The superstructure
was erected by the American Bridge Division of
U.S. Steel Corp. of Pittsburgh. A newspaper re
port at the time noted that the four coats of paint
alone weighed 36 tons. The total expenditure for
the structure was approximately $10 million, not
including the costly approach spans on both sides
of the river. Two workmen were killed during the
construction.

The bridge has long been a bottleneck in the
Interstate System because of its heavy use by local
commuter traffic. It was originally designed and
built with a 42-foot roadway between the curbs,
carrying three 12-foot lanes in each direction.
However, the approaches to the bridge narrowed
to two lanes, meaning that traffic bottlenecked at
the approaches as vehicles fed from three lanes into
two. Northbound, the highway dropped a lane at
Fifth St. in Covington, and picked up a lane from
Fourth St. Southbound traffic in Ohio had two

lanes each from I-75 and from the Fort Washing
ton Way segment of I-71 with a merge to the center
lane of the bridge. In an attempt to correct the bot
tleneck, the Kentucky approaches to the bridge
were widened to three lanes in the mid-1980s. The

Grove, Ky.

Wright, Kay, city clerk, Silver Grove, Ky. Interview by
Robert M. Venable, June 24, 2004, Silver Grove, Ky.

curbs and handrails were replaced with barrier
walls, providing adequate roadway width to ac
commodate four substandard 11-foot lanes in each

Robert Michael Venable

BRENT SPENCE BRIDGE. The Brent Spence
Bridge at Covington opened in 1963 as a vital link
in the Interstate Highway System (see Express
ways). The bridge, named for longtime congress
man Brent Spence, opened with little ceremony on
November 25, 1963, the day President John F. Ken
nedy (1961–1963) was buried. Tolls ceased to be
charged on the John A. Roebling Bridge in con
junction with the opening of the new structure.
Motorcades formed in each direction at the toll

booths of the older bridge and proceeded to break
ribbons at 3:30 p.m., signifying the end of the toll
requirements, then crossed the bridge and returned
to their respective states by way of the new Brent
Spence Bridge. Dinners had been scheduled for that
evening at three restaurants on the Gourmet Strip,
to be followed by dedication ceremonies culminat
ing with a fireworks display. The dinners were re
scheduled for the following week with Governor
Bert Combs (1959–1963) and Lieutenant Governor

Wilson Wyatt in attendance. The fireworks were re
placed by a 21-gun salute to the slain president.
There was sentiment to rename the local structure

for Kennedy, but it was announced that instead, the
I-65 bridge nearing completion at Louisville would
bear his name.

direction. The northbound lanes were restriped to
provide these lanes in 1986. The southbound road
way continued to carry just three lanes until after
the completion of the Covington Hill reconstruc
tion project in the early 1990s. As a result of these
changes, no emergency lanes remain on the bridge,
for use when accidents occur.

The Brent Spence Bridge was reportedly de
signed to carry 80,000 vehicles per day, but it ex
ceeded that traffic volume by 1968, and in 2007 the
average traffic count was 156,000 vehicles per day.
Trucks constitute roughly 20 percent of this vol
ume. With the heavy increase in traffic on I-71 and
I-75, the structure's reconfiguration to carry 4
substandard-width lanes of traffic in each direc

tion, and the absence ofemergency shoulders, con
cerns about the future use of the structure began to
arise in the mid-1990s. In 1998 the Ohio-Kentucky
Indiana Regional Council of Governments (OKI)
commissioned a Major Investment Study (MIS)
for the I-71 corridor, which extended from the

Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Air
port to Kings Island. One part of the MIS was to
explore various strategies for improving conges
tion on the Brent Spence Bridge and to analyze its
fatigue life (useful safe structural life). As part of
the analysis, a rudimentary calculation indicated a
structural fatigue life of 16 years for the structure.

In 2000 OKI and the Miami Valley Regional
Planning Commission, the metropolitan planning
organization for the Dayton, Ohio, area, formed a
partnership to undertake an MIS of the section of
the I-75 corridor from northern Kentucky to Pi
qua, Ohio. This analysis, known as the North
South Transportation Initiative, made several rec
ommendations for replacement or rehabilitation
projects along the I-75 corridor. One key recom
mendation was the replacement or rehabilitation
of the Brent Spence Bridge in order to improve ca
pacity, access, and safety along the corridor.
Because limited engineering had been per
formed in both studies, and because the Brent

Spence Bridge is located in a very complex urban
setting, the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
(KYTC) and the Ohio Department of Transporta
tion (ODOT) decided to explore the feasibility of
replacing the Brent Spence Bridge. A detailed en
gineering analysis of the fatigue life was also de
termined to be necessary. This 30-month study,
known as the Engineering Feasibility Study (EFS),
began in 2003. The results of the study indicated
that a replacement or rehabilitation of the Brent
Spence Bridge was possible and, more impor
tantly, that the previous fatigue-life calculations
were inaccurate. Provided that the structure is

properly maintained, the actual fatigue life is infi
nite. The Brent Spence Bridge is determined to be
functionally obsolete, as noted in the Federal
Highway Administration's (FHWA) National
Bridge Inventory, but not structurally deficient.
Based on the recommendations of the EFS,

KYTC and ODOT started planning and develop
ment of conceptual alternatives for the Brent Spence
Bridge Replacement/Rehabilitation project. This
phase of the project began in July 2005 and includes
the improvement of I-71–I-75 from the Dixie High
way interchange in Kentucky to the Western Hills
Viaduct interchange in Ohio. At the time of this
writing, four different alternatives are being evalu
ated. All of them utilize the existing Brent Spence
Bridge in conjunction with the addition of a new
river crossing. The two structures will carry a com
bined total of 12–14 lanes, depending on the alterna
tive selected. The selection of a preferred alternative
is anticipated in 2009. The current project sched
ule indicates that construction on the improved
I-71–I-75 corridor, includingthe BrentSpence Bridge
and a new river crossing, could begin in 2015. At an
estimated cost of $2.09 to $3.03 billion, this project
will be the most costly transportation infrastructure
project to occur in the Greater Cincinnatiarea.
Bridge maintenance files, Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet, District Six, Fort Mitchell, Ky.
Feasibility and Constructability Study of the Replace
ment/Rehabilitation of the Brent Spence Bridge,
May 2005, Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, Dis
trict Six, Fort Mitchell, Ky.
“New Bridge Opens; Suspension Freed of Toll," CE,
November 26, 1963, 1.

Planning Study Report, Brent Spence Bridge Replace
ment/Rehabilitation Project, September 2006,

Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, District Six,
Fort Mitchell, Ky.
Ralph Wolff and Robert Hans

BREWING INDUSTRY

BREWING INDUSTRY. The brewing industry
followed the migration patterns of the Alsatian,
German, and Swiss populations into Northern
Kentucky in the mid-19th century. According to
the earliest records, the first brewery in Kentucky
was in Louisville, an operation that opened in
1808 and closed a few years later. Breweries ap
peared in the larger cities on both sides of the
Ohio River and made beverages including ales,
bock, lagers, malt tonics, and porter/stout. These
products were sold locally in glassware and on tap
in local saloons. They were also served in the sa
loons that the breweries maintained on their

premises. Both the Bavarian Brewing Com
pany in Covington and the Wiedemann Brew
ing Company in Newport maintained on-site
"tap" rooms for many years; these beer halls were
often the venue for important political, social,
sports-related, and civic gatherings. Consumers
could also bring a container to a brewery or a sa
loon to carry home beer; many times they used a
galvanized tin bucket that had been greased with
lard, thus lessening the foaming of the beer as it
came from the tap.
Beer was kept chilled in root cellars with
blocks of ice or in ice ponds. Bavarian maintained
several such ponds on its grounds fronting on
Pike St. in Covington. The invention of refrigera
tion and ice machines in the 1880s made it easier

to keep the product cold. Beer had a short shelflife
requiring speedy delivery, and frequently it was
delivered in horse-drawn wagons. Some older cit
izens in Newport today can still recall seeing the
Wiedemann horse wagons deliver large barrels to
local taverns.

Brewing methods were brought from the brew
master's home country in Europe. George Wiede
mann sent his son Charles Wiedemann to Ger

many to learn to become a brewmaster. The
breweries were often small, owned and operated by
a family, sometimes doubling as the family's
residence.

In Northern Kentucky, brewing began as early
as the 1830s. Brewmasters moved with their skills

from Cincinnati to Newport and Covington and
established many smaller breweries during this
era, including the Newport Brewery and the Jef
ferson Street and Lewisburg breweries (both in
Covington). Throughout Northern Kentucky
other smaller breweries opened, such as the Meis
ter Brewery in Alexandria and the Star, Best, and
Brenner breweries in Covington. These operations
were either bought out by larger companies or
eventually ceased production.
In Kenton Co. by 1838, transplanted Cincin
nati brewer Peter Jonte, a native of France, was

making beer in Covington at Sixth and Scott Sts.
In 1845 Jonte sold the operation to Charles Geis
bauer, who sold it to John Brenner and John Seiler

in 1881. Three years later, Brenner was the sole
owner of the brewery and the malt house, each
four stories tall; in 1886 he employed 50 workers
and produced 30,000 barrels of beer. It was the
home of “IXL Lager Beer,” advertised as "Always
cool and fresh and sold everywhere." Brenner's
business, known as the Covington Lager Beer

Brewery, was at 601–629 Scott St. Brenner died in
1895, and Charles Fink became the company pres
ident of what was then known as the Covington
Brewery. In 1917 Philipp Jung assumed control of
the brewery, which closed in 1918 and never re
opened. One of the brewery's buildings remains
today at the southwest corner of Pike and Scott
and is home to a tailor shop, a graphic artist, and
apartments,

The largest brewery in Covington was the Ba
varian Brewing Company, at 528 W. 12th St., which
operated from 1867 until it closed in 1919 because
of Prohibition. It reopened in 1933 and then
closed finally in 1966. In recent years the Party
Source, and later Jillian's nightclub, operated in the
restored Bavarian Brewing Company building. Jil
lian's restaurant–entertainment center closed in

2006, and the brewery's former buildings are va
cant at this writing.
The Heidelberg Brewing Company, which was
located along W. Fourth St. in Covington, opened
in 1934. Its new building was designed by Chi
cago architects Richard Greisser and Son. Heidel
berg's president was George H. Meyerratken, and
the brewery employed longtime former Bavarian
brewmaster Joseph A. "Sep" Ruh and his son Carl
Ruh, later asheriff and politician. Soon it was sell
ing its excellent Student Prince brand as well as its
basic Heidelberg product and its Heirloom label,
which captured a French Grand Prix Gold Medal
in 1939 and was named one of the world's finest.

However, the flood of 1937 and shortages dur
ing World War II (of both grain and metal for
bottle caps) caused the company woes. Bavarian
purchased the company in 1949, operating it as
Plant Two for the making of Bavarian's own brew.
That operation closed in 1955, and the building
was sold to the C. Rice Packing Company
(meatpackers).
Northern Kentucky's largest and most popular
brewer, the Wiedemann Brewing Company, was
located in Newport at Sixth and Columbia Sts. It
opened in 1870 as the John Butcher Brewery and
ceased producing high-alcohol-content beer dur
ing Prohibition, when it turned to manufacturing
rubbing alcohol. The Wiedemann brewery re
opened in 1933. In 1902 the Wiedemann Brewing
Company was a financial backer of Kettenackers
Bar, a predecessor of Pompilio's Restaurant in
Newport. Kettenackers Bar was a "kept house,”
meaning that only Wiedemann brewery products
could be sold there in exchange for Wiedemann's
financial involvement in the venture. The Wiede

mann Brewing Company also supplied the wooden
bar used in the business. At the time the Wiede

mann Brewing Company closed, it was one of the
area's largest industries and clearly had been the
largest employer in Newport for many years. In
1967 the G. Heileman Brewing Company of La
Crosse, Wis., makers of Old Style and Special Ex
port labels, purchased the Wiedemann Brewing
Company for $5 million; the brewing plant in
Newport was closed in 1983 and 400 employees
were laid off.

Both Wiedemann and Bavarian were players in
the Cincinnati beer market, competing in later

1 17

years with major brewers in that town such as
Burger, Hudepohl, Schoenling, and Red Top.
Due to state tax regulations and the need to
produce 3.2 percent beer for the younger Ohio
market, Wiedemann operated a warehouse along
Paddock Rd. in the Bond Hill section of Cincin

nati for many years. Northern Kentucky brewers
were not allowed simply to deliver beer directly
from their plants. In turn, several Northern Ken
tucky families, such as the Brannens, the Crowes,
the Links, the Dennerts, the Snodgrasses, the Do
erings, the Pharos, and the Seligmans, plus former
Cincinnati Bengal quarterback Ken Anderson,
owned and operated beer distributorships in
Northern Kentucky, selling products brewed out
side of the area.

In recent years the microbrewery has appeared
in Northern Kentucky. The Oldenberg Brewing
Company, located in Fort Mitchell, opened in 1987
as a microbrewery and closed in 2000. The Party
Source, a local spirits specialty store, was making
its own brew when it was located in the former Ba

varian building in Covington. Since 2003 the
Hofbrauhaus, a restaurant and beer hall patterned
after the famous establishment of the same name

in Munich, has operated successfully in Newport
at Third and Washington Sts.; it not only offers
food and German entertainment but has its own

microbrewery on-site.
Some of the first celebrations of German heri

tage in Kentucky were held in Northern Kentucky.
In Covington an annual "Volksfest" parade in
cluded the police and fire departments. Other pa
rade participants celebrating ties to their German
heritage included the Shooting (see Schuetzen
Clubs), Pioneer, Arion Männerchor, and Turner
societies and the German Workers' Club, named

Arbeiter-Verein. Some events during these local
celebrations ofthe area's German heritage included
beer, while others were more religious in nature,
concluding with a church service. Today there are
at least four different German heritage organiza
tions in the Greater Cincinnati area that hold an
nual Oktoberfest celebrations. At each of these

events traditional beer kegs are tapped and Ger
man food is served. During the summer many
Northern Kentucky churches stage weekend fund
raising festivals, where beer and German bratwurst
are the standard fare.

Harper, Laurel. "Rumors Brewing at Wiedemann,"
Campbell County News, January 17, 1980, 1.
Holian, Timothy J. Over the Barrel: The Brewing
History and Beer Culture of Cincinnati, 1800 to
the Present, 2 vols. St. Joseph, Mo.; Sudhaus Press,
2000.

Reis, Jim. “Even Prohibition Didn't Stop Bavarian
Brewmaster Family," KP, August 16, 1999,4K.
“Heidelberg Brewery Tasted Fame Early, Fiz.
zled in 15 Years,” KP, June 17, 1985,4K.

“Memory of Bavarian Beer Fades: Brew Was
Popular for Some 100 Years," KP, August 25, 1986,
4K.

— "Turning Barley into Big Bucks,” KP, October
20, 2003, 5K.

Sweeney, Michael R. “Pompilio's Restaurant, a Cen
tennial History: 70 Years of Spaghetti and More,”
NKH 11, no. 2 (Spring—Summer 2004): 2–20.
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Wimberg, Robert J. Cincinnati Breweries. Cincin
nati: Ohio BookStore, 1989.
Jeanne Greiser

BRICKYARDS. Shortly after settlement of the
region, families in Northern Kentucky began liv
ing in brick homes rather than in primitive log
cabins. Skilled brick-makers were needed to fash

ion the bricks used to build the new homes. Early
newspapers suggest that traveling brick-makers
often manufactured bricks from clay excavated at
the building site. Many of these itinerant brick

yard. Abundant clay resources and cheap trans
portation were important considerations in the
placement of these yards. Brickyards located near
a major river or rail line could ship bricks to more
distant markets.

Few details are available about the early
brickyards of Northern Kentucky. Starting in
1859, local gazetteers and business directories
listed various industries, including brickyards.
Also, city directories for Covington contained
business directories for several other communi

ties in the vicinity. No brickyards were listed for

workers also laid the bricks for the structures. In

either Gallatin or Robertson Co. in these direc

the larger communities, there arose small primi
tive brickyards, where handmade bricks were fired
in kilns constructed of the green (unfired) bricks.
The finished bricks were transported to building
sites in heavy-duty wagons. The tradition of mak
ing bricks by hand continued in Northern Ken
tucky until the 1870s or 1880s.
By the 1880s many brickyards had acquired
machines that allowed them to produce large
quantities of bricks. Most of the machines repli
cated the hand-making technology: they mixed
the clay, filled trays with clay, removed the excess
clay, and then dumped the green bricks. This is

tories. The primary production centers for bricks
in Northern Kentucky were in Campbell, Ken
ton, and Mason counties. The list below gives
company names, dates of operation and brick
production statistics if available, and some addi

known as the soft-mud method. The molds that

were used allowed companies often to add their
brand name to each brick. Brickyards of this pe
riod employed drying sheds to protect the unfired
bricks from the elements until they were suffi
ciently dried. The firing of the bricks removed the
remaining moisture and hardened the clay into
nearly indestructible building material. Perma
nent updraft kilns were also utilized during this
period. Some of these late-19th-century brickyards
were able to produce tremendous quantities of
bricks, as many as 3.5 million during a production

tional notes.

Walton: J. J. Craven, ca. 1895–1906.
Bracken Co.

Augusta: A. J. Ritter, 1883–1884, Woods & Keene,
1896.

Foster: Unnamed brickyard, 120,000 bricks in
1880.

Campbell Co.
Bellevue: Brickyards were concentrated in the Fair
field Ave. area.

Dayton. J. C. Ramsey, 1884–1885, Ryall & Otters,
1886–1887. Dayton had eight brickyards in all.
Fort Thomas. One brickyard.
Mentor. One brickyard.
Newport: Abbott & Morten, 1869; Marion M.
Allen Supply Company; Co-Operative Manu
facturing & Home Company; Frank Derrick,
1898 (or earlier) to 1929; Adam Ebert, 1878 (or
earlier) to 1882; James Ebert, 2,150,000 bricks

bricks in 1850.
Mason Co.

Maysville: Newton Cooper & Company, Holi
day & Hutchinson; Maysville Brick Company,
1894–1956; Sphar Brick Company, 1878–1960.
Unspecified locations. Garislaw Mertohell, 1,200,000
bricks in 1850; Thomas Iquatine Mertehell,
430,000 bricks in 1850; Harrison B. Niellelson,
800,000 bricks in 1850.
Owen Co.

Owenton: J. N. Beck, 1906
Pendleton Co.

Aspen Grove and Falmouth had brickyards.
Covington and Newport city directories, various
years, 1861–1929.
Haddock, T. M. Haddock's General and Business

Directory of Covington, Newport, 1878–1879.

1880.

Cincinnati: T.J.Smith, Wrightson, 1879.

novations were introduced into the brick indus
Carroll Co.

try. Some brickyards used machines that pressed

today. Updraft kilns continued to be used, but
more efficient downdraft (beehive-shaped) kilns
were added to many brickyards. Large quantities
of bricks were mass-produced by these modern
brick-making facilities. Some of the soft-mud brick
machines could produce 40,000 bricks per day,
while some stiff-mud machines could produce
30,000 to 45,000. In spite of great productivity, the
Northern Kentucky brick industry was in decline
by the 1930s and 1940s and had disappeared by the
middle of the century.
The brick industry was concentrated near ur
ban areas, where there was a great demand for
new bricks. Often several brickyards operated
within one of the larger communities, whereas
the more rural counties might have a single brick

in 1850; Hiram and T. (or I.) Martin, 3,000,000

bricks in 1850; Southgate Stample (?), 2,500,000

in 1880, F. W. Tippenhauer, 2,730,000 bricks in
During the early 20th century, additional in

evolved into the 10-hole bricks that are common

Brother, 1,500,000 bricks in 1880; J. C. Wilde

Company, successor to the T. W. Spinks Com
pany; St. Augustine Catholic Church, two
brickyards.
Erlanger: Fred Ficke & Company; Herman Ficke;
T. W. Spinks (branch office), 1938–1941.
Ludlow. Several brickyards.
Unspecified locations: Pickens Broaddus, 800,000
bricks in 1850; Haggermain (?) & Brother,
2,000,000 bricks in 1870; William Hopkins,
800,000 bricks in 1850; Herman Hyncker,
700,000 bricks in 1870; I. Keene, 3,552,000 bricks

Boone Co.

SeaSOIn.

low-moisture clay into bricks inside steel molds.
Many brickyards shifted to stiff-mud brick ma
chines, which produced a continuous column of
clay that was cut into bricks by wires attached to
a revolving wheel. Initially, stiff-mud bricks were
solid, but later they were made with holes to
reduce their weight and shipping costs. They

Brick Company; Kroger & Gerhauser; Frank
Lamping (also spelled Lampeng); August Meier
& Company; J. Henry Meier; Clemens Sch
weinefuss, 700,000 bricks in 1880; Henry Sch
weinefuss (also spelled Schweinefus); Speiler &
Meihaus; Ignatz Speller; Staggenborg & Kreim
borg; Tate Builders Supply Company, Venholf
& Company; John Volkering; John Waldron;
Wehebrink & Meier; Joseph Wieghaus &

Carrollton: Carrollton Brick Company; Thomas
Diston; H. Grobmeyer, J. E. Grobmyer & Com
pany, George Meier; Gary Mercer.
Grant Co.

Williamstown: W. T. James, 1883–1884.
Kenton Co.

Bromley. Foley & Aspey, 1895–1899, N. W. & J. W.
Foley, 1892–1901.
Covington: Benhoff & Samping, 600,000 bricks
in 1880; Henry Berte; Clemens Bramlage; Bro
ering and Meier; John J. Brown; Anthony
Bruegge; Brumlager & Arkanna Brick Com
pany, Busse & Bramlage, 1878–1879, Busse &
Company, 1876–1877, Busse Brick Company,
1904–1932; Busse-Heidecker Brick Company,
1894–1903; J. J. Busse & Sons and Henry Binz
partnership, 1888–1889, produced enameled
bricks; J. J. Busse Sons, 1882–1892; John J.

Busse, 1876–1887, Joseph J. Busse, 1,200,000
bricks in 1870, 2,250,000 bricks in 1880; B.

Haring Company; Haven & Brinke, Hefkers &

Hawes, George W. George Hawes' Kentucky State
Gazetteer and Business Directory for 1859 and
1860. Louisville, Ky. George W. Hawes, 1859.
Ries, Heinrich. The Clay Deposits of Kentucky: An
Economic Consideration of the Pottery, Brick,
and Tile Clays, Fire Clays, and Shales of Ken
tucky, with Notes on Their Industrial Develop
ment. Series 6, vol. 2. Frankfort: Kentucky Geo
logical Survey, 1922.
R. L. Polk Company. Kentucky State Gazetteer and
Business Directory. Detroit: R. L. Polk, 1876–
1896.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Seiller, Edward F. Kentucky Natural Resources, In

dustrial Statistics, Industrial Directory Descrip
tions by Counties. Bureau of Agriculture, Labor,
and Statistics, Bulletin 34. Frankfort, Ky: State
Journal, 1929.

Young & Company. Business Professional Directory
of the Cities and Towns of Kentucky. Atlanta,
Ga.; Young, 1906.
Charles D. Hockensmith

Brocke; H. H. Heidecker, 800,000 bricks in

1880; Bernard Heving; B. Heving & Company,

BRIGHT, JESSED. (b. December 18, 1812, Nor

1,200,000 bricks in 1870, 1,400,000 bricks in

wich, N.Y.; d. May 20, 1875, Baltimore, Md.). Jesse
David Bright, a U.S. senator and a Kentucky legis

1880; Herman Hoefkers; A. W. Keen; Kenton

BROMLEY (KENTON CO.)

lator, moved with his family in 1820 to Madison,
Ind., after a brief stay along the way in Shelbyville,
Ky. Although he is generally associated with Hoo
sier politics, Bright had and maintained ties with
the Bluegrass State. As a young man, Bright made
frequent trips into Kentucky, where he met his
wife, Mary E. Turpin. They were married in 1835
and had seven children. Bright practiced law in
Madison and eventually became an influential
member of the Democratic Party in Indiana. His
reputation earned him an appointment as U.S.
marshal in 1840, and in 1843 he began a term as
Indiana's lieutenant governor. Although he was
not an eloquent speaker, his charisma and shrewd
personality allowed him to enter the realm of na
tional politics. Indiana Democrats rewarded
Bright's service to the party by choosing him in
1845 to occupy a seat in the U.S. Senate, which he
held until 1862.

Bright's most enduringlegacy duringhisleader
ship of the Indiana Democratic Party was his par
ticipation in the intense national debate over slavery
in the 1850s. As the Indiana Democratic champion
in the Senate, Bright advocated compromise on the
issue of slavery's expansion into the territories, ve
hemently contesting the Free-Soil Party's stance
against tying the issues of slavery and westward ex
pansion together. Between 1853 and 1857, while he
was president of the Senate, Bright used his position
to frustrate the efforts of antislavery politicians, in
cluding some of the founding members of the Re
publican Party. Throughout this period, Bright
maintained his strong Kentucky connections, which
included owning a farm and 20 slaves in the state.
Bright's career as a U.S. senator ended with his
expulsion in 1862, a result of the bitter partisanship
that characterized Civil War politics. Republicans
seized on the discovery of a letter of introduction
Bright wrote to Jefferson Davis, president of the
Confederacy, on behalf of Thomas B. Lincoln, an
arms dealer, as an opportunity to eliminate one of
their most vocal critics. Although Bright wrote the
letter in March 1861, before the war began, Repub
licans pointed to Bright's deference toward Davis as
evidence of disloyalty. In February 1862 the mostly
Republican Senate voted 32 to 14 to expel him. Af.
ter several unsuccessful attempts to regain his seat,
Bright moved to Carrollton, Ky., and eventually
settled in Covington. Bright's opposition to the Re
publican Party did not hamper his political aspira
tions in Kentucky. He represented Trimble and
Carroll counties in the state legislature from 1866
to 1874. Bright moved to Baltimore, Md., in 1874 to
pursue business interests; he died one year later of

Van Der Weele, Wayne J. "Jesse David Bright, Master
Politician from the Old Northwest," PhD diss., In
diana Univ., 1958.

Volpe, Vernon L. "Jesse David Bright.” In American
National Biography, ed. John AGarraty and Mark
C. Carnes, 3:550–51. New York: Oxford Univ.
Press, 1999.

Stephen Rockenbach

BRIGHTON CENTER.The Brighton Centerisa
social-service agency based in Newport and serv
ing more than 40,000 families in Northern Ken
tucky with low to moderate incomes. The center
operates child-care programs and a shelter for run
aways and offers employment counseling, housing
assistance counseling, and housing for needy fami
lies and single, married, andwidowed (or displaced)
senior citizens. It is also involved in development
and networking activities with the Appalachian
Regional Commission (see Appalachians).
The center was established to provide religious
instruction to Roman Catholic children living in
Newport's West End, but its mission quickly ex
panded. Founder Rev. William Neuroth soon rec
ognized that that part of the city was going through
a profound transition. The West End, which had
been a largely homogeneous Catholic community,
was experiencing an influx of families who had left
impoverished communities in Appalachia. Neu
roth, influenced by his work at the Bible Center
in Cincinnati's Over-the-Rhine neighborhood,
where young seminarians and other volunteers
brought the church to the people of that poverty
stricken community, concluded that a center in
Newport's West End would best serve the needs of
the people if it offered a combination of Christian

6C.

Rutledge, Mike. “Brighton Family Center Begins to
Take Shape,” KP, December 13, 2002, 2K.

Welcome to Brighton Center. www.brightoncenter
.com (accessed March 18, 2006).
Jeanne Greiser

BROMLEY (KENTON CO.). The history of the
city of Bromley, located along the Ohio River in
Kenton Co., can be traced to the year 1784, when
Prettyman Merry received a land grant of 2,000
acres in the area from the U.S. government. Soon
afterward the Merry family began constructing a
home on this property. Called the Landmark, the
house stands today in Bromley on Shelby St.
The need for a suitable road to link the western

section of Kenton Co. to Ludlow began to be dis
cussed in 1846. In that year George Anderson, who
lived at the mouth of the Dry Creek between Lud
low and Bromley, held a meeting of interested resi
dents, and they established a corporation to build
the new road. Funds were raised and construction

Eighth and Brighton Sts., and the organization's
original name, Brighton Street Center, was coined
when it opened on June 15, 1966.
The Brighton Street Center helped pioneer an
ecumenical movement in the area by bringing to
gether volunteers from churches throughout the
Greater Cincinnati area. The organization became

side of Pleasant Run Creek in Ludlow, but in 1872

the tollgate was moved to the Bromley side of the
creek.

a United Way agency in 1970; that same year, Rob

In 1848 Charles Collins acquired a portion of

ert Brewster became the center's executive direc

the original Merry estate and immediately com
missioned the design of a small town on his prop
erty. He named the town Bromley after his home
town in England. As the village of Bromley grew,
residents began discussing the need for street and
other improvements. At town meetings in 1890,
the residents decided to incorporate, and the State
of Kentucky officially approved the incorporation
of the city of Bromley on May 23, 1890.
By the 1860s a public school was in operation.

tor, a position he continues to hold. In 1985 the or
ganization changed its name to the Brighton
Center; its headquarters is currently located at 799
Ann St. in Newport.

gency assistance.

cessed March 19, 2005).

Murphy, Charles B. “The Political Career of Jesse D.

"A Bright Spot in Newport." SC, February 18, 2005,

on the Dry Creek Turnpike (Ky. Rt. 8) began. The
easy access to employment opportunities in Lud
low and Covington that the turnpike provided re
sulted in a population boom for Bromley. Initially,
the tollgate for the turnpike was located on the east

10, no. 3 (1931): 101–45.

Biographical Directory of the United States Congress.
“Bright, Jesse David (1812–1875)." http://bioguide
congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=b900835
(accessed April 3, 2007).
Lewis, Ethan M. “The Expulsion of Senator Jesse
Bright,” 1994. www.ethanlewis.org/jessebright (ac

than 1,000 volunteers.

cial services. He rented an abandoned storefront at

Bright,” Indiana Historical Society Publications

etery in Baltimore.

Brighton Center has long been active in gener
ating housing for low- and moderate-income fami
lies. Its Two Rivers apartments, opened in 1983,
were followed by the Austinburg Apartments in
1994 and two years later by the Brighton Row II
housing development. The center has since joined
the City of Newport in projects to encourage home
ownership.
The center operates on an annual budget of ap
proximately $6.4 million dollars. Resources come
from the United Way Fund, contributions, and
state and private grants. The center has a staff of 50
full-time and part-time workers as well as more

witness, educational activities, recreation, and so

Since its inception, the Brighton Center has
sought to address the needs of people of all ages.
One of its earliest programs, the Clothing Closet, is
still in existence. Its preschool program, begun in
1985, was followed a year later by the Family Day
Care program, to provide families with child-care
in private homes. Other programs include Every
Child Succeeds, a youth strategies program, the
Family Development Program, and Project Safe
Place, which assists young people in crisis. Since
1983 the Brighton Center's Homeward Bound Run
away Shelter has provided emergency care for run
away teenagers and homeless young people. Two
family centers provide food, clothing, and emer

heart disease and was buried at Greenmount Cem
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In 1893 the citizens of the town financed the

construction of a permanent schoolhouse, a brick
building constructed on Shelby St. Bromley did
not sponsor a high school program; Bromley stu
dents attended nearby Ludlow High School, pay
ing tuition for the privilege. In 1920 a number of
residents filed suit to force the county school dis
trict to offer high school courses, but the suit was
struck down by the Kenton Co. Circuit Court. The
issue of a high school in Bromley was again raised

120
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in 1936. State officials mandated that every school
district in Kentucky provide a high school curricu
lum. Because tax revenues in Bromley were not
sufficient to finance the operation of a high school,
the Bromley Independent School District merged
with the Kenton Co. Public Schools (see Kenton

Co. School District) in September 1936. Now
Bromley residents could attend grades K–12 with

out paying tuition. The Kenton Co. School System
constructed a new Bromley elementary school in
1950, and it was replaced according to county plans
that began during the late 1980s. The new school
was built in the neighboring community of Villa
Hills, and in 1992 the Bromley Elementary School
closed; the building was eventually remodeled for
use as an apartment building. Bromley students
now attend River Ridge School in Villa Hills, Tur
key Foot Middle School, and Dixie Heights High
School in Edgewood.
Beginning in the 1890s, several churches ap
peared in the community. In 1892 the Bromley
Christian Church was established on Kenton St.

In 1894 the First German Reformed Church (the
Immanuel United Church of Christ) was es

tablished and acquired property at the northeast
corner of Boone and Harris Sts. On this site a small
frame church was constructed. The cornerstone of

the building was set in place on July 15, 1894, and
the building was dedicated on September 30, 1894.
During the early 1980s, the Pleasant View Baptist
Church of Constance relocated to Pike St. in Bro

mley. The congregation sponsored a private school
offering grades K–12. In 1999 the congregation
constructed a new worship space.
A town volunteer fire department was estab
lished in 1895, after a fire destroyed the local High
house and Hilker Grocery. Residents soon lost in
terest, however, and the department dissolved.
Another tragic fire in 1900, which destroyed eight
homes and businesses, clearly demonstrated the
city's need for a fire department, so the citizens met

site has served as a fish restaurant and later as a

U.S. Census Bureau. “American FactFinder. Data Set.

Chinese restaurant, both unsuccessfully.
Bromley has suffered from periodic flooding
throughout its history, since much of the city was
built on low ground near the Ohio River. Early
floods, including the flood of 1913, did severe
damage to the town, but the flood of 1937 clearly

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SF1) 100-Percent
Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed

was the greatest catastrophe in the history of the
city. Floodwaters began rising in mid-January and
cut off the natural gas supply on January 23. By
that time, a ferry was in operation between Lud
low and Bromley, which supplied the city with
coal and food. On Black Sunday, January 25, 1937,
the Ohio River reached 79.9 feet, and 70 percent of
Bromley was under water. The Bromley City Hall
became a relief headquarters, where food was
served and a number of people found temporary
shelter. By January 26, some 600 Bromley resi
dents had been driven from their homes. Many
were living with friends and relatives on high
ground. Relief activities were under the direction
of Bromley fire chief Walter Scheid, and Herman
Bogenschutz, a Bromley grocer, was put in charge
of food rationing. As the floodwaters receded,
cleanup work began. Nearly 20 homes in the city
had been shifted from their foundations during
the flood; seven homes had simply disappeared
downriver. Although the federal government sent
165 Works Progress Administration (WPA) work
ers to Bromley and Ludlow to aid in the cleanup, it
took the city of Bromley months to recover from
the devastation. The 1937 flood gave the residents
of Bromley the impetus to construct Highwater
Rd., which linked the city to Crescent Springs and
provided a needed exit route for Bromley during

July 14, 2006).
David E. Schroeder

BROMLEY (OWEN CO.). Bromley in Owen
Co., not to be confused with the Kenton Co. city of
the same name, is located on Ky. Rt. 35, north of its
junction with U.S. 127, eight miles north of Owen
ton. It is within the Poplar Grove Precinct. Bro
mley was named for the Bromley brothers, Aland
Robert, and it had a post office from 1861 until
1906. There was once a one-room school at Bro

mley also. In recent years a farm implement store
and a beauty shop have operated in the town.
An Atlas of Owen County, Kentucky. Philadelphia:
Lake, 1883.

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing

ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1984.
Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky: Standard,
1976.

BROMILEY CHRISTIAN CHURCH. There

were no churches in Bromley when it was first
chartered as a city in 1890. Therefore, some indi
viduals, most of whom had been attending wor
ship services in Scott's Chapel, on the river road
below Bromley, decided they would build a church
of their own. Bromley Christian Church was soon
established with the construction of a small

wooden building and dedicated on Sunday, Sep
tember 25, 1892. Among the founders were J. W.
Foley, George Gardiner, John J. Gardiner, Mr. and

floods.

Mrs. John Heist, Mrs. J. Jones, Mollie Jones, Wil

The flood of 1997 caused considerable damage
to Bromley. On March 3, 1997, the Ohio Riverspilled
over its banks, blocking Ky. Rt. 8 between Bromley
and Ludlow. By March 5, the only way in and out of
Bromley was by Highwater Rd. As the floodwaters

liam Underwood, and Mrs. Mary Weber. The 1892

on October 4, 1900, and established the Bromley

continued to rise, members of the Bromley Fire De

Volunteer Fire Department.
The exact date of construction for Bromley's
first city hall has been lost to history. By 1910, how
ever, a city hall is mentioned in local newspapers.

partment patrolled the city in a small boat dubbed
the "minnow.” Almost 100 families in Bromley were
driven from their homes; many residents fled the
city. Three families who had been forced from their
homes took up residence in the city hall, and many
others were given shelter by the Sisters of St. Bene
dict at St. Walburg Convent in Villa Hills. Several
hundred meals were served at the Bromley Fire
house under the guidance of the Salvation Army.
When the Ohio River finally crested at 647 feet on
March 7, 1997, 133 structures in Bromley were lo
cated in the flood zone. Cleanup began as soon as
the water receded and lasted well into April 1997.
In 2000 the city of Bromley had a population

Ricketts, and Elwood C. Nance. In 1925, during
Nance's tenure, a building committee consisting of
Charles Brown, John J. Gardiner, Henry Haberle,
Louis Penick, and Albert Smith was appointed to
design a new house of worship. During the con
struction, services were held at the Bromley School
on Shelby St. Many church members were experi
enced in the trades and participated in the build
ing of the church, which was dedicated on April 8,
1928, and continues to be used. The plain block

The structure was built on the north side of Boone

St. west of Harris St. (Steve Tanner St.), and a 25-by
30-foot addition, including a large meeting hall,
was constructed in 1939. In 1961 Bromley voters
approved a bond issue of $40,000 to remodel the
city hall-firehouse, by a vote of 145 to 53. The exte
rior of the building was remodeled in the Colonial
Revival style, and the interior of the structure was
also extensively modernized. A new bay for fire ap
paratus was added to the building in 2001.
The issue of sanitation services brought con
troversy to the small community of Bromley. In
1954 Sanitation District No. 1 (see also Sanita

tion) constructed a large sewage treatment plant
in town along Pike St. Bromley residents opposed
the facility from the beginning, arguing that it
should have been built in a more rural setting. The
relationship between the sanitation district and
the city remained tense for decades; then finally,
the district closed the plant in 1979. Since then, the

minute book further states that the cost of the

church, not including paint, was $841.42.
Early ministers include Louis Koehler, who
served from 1912 until 1919, W. L. Richards, John

exterior belies the beautiful oak hardwood furni

ture and pews of the interior, illuminated by many
stained glass windows.
On January 2, 1927, Walter E. Mill was called
and served as minister until his death on Decem

of 838.

ber 22, 1952. Subsequent ministers included

“Extended Vacation Is Prospect Faced by Bromley
Children," KTS, September 10, 1936, 1.
Kenton Co. Public Library Local History Files, Cov

Charles Gilliam (1953–1954), Stuart Mill (son of
Walter, 1954–1958), Frank Reese (1958–1959), Ira
R. Harris (1960–1964), Nobel Lucas (interim,
1964–1965), Bill Sale (1965–1972), Milton Butler Jr.

ington, Ky.

Reis, Jim. "Growing from Civil War Fort to Major
Suburb." In Pieces of the Past, vol. 1. Covington:
Kentucky Post, 1988.

"School Merger Being Urged." KTS, September 9,
1936, 1.

(1973–1978), Roy Bentley (1978–1997) and Marion
(Pete) Gosney, (1997–present).
Although Bromley is a "river” town and plagued
by many spring floods, the church sits high on Ken
ton St. and was not affected even by the great flood

BROOKSVILLE

of 1937. In fact, many displaced persons were
housed in the church basement during the flood.
The building has undergone two major renovations
over the years. In 1955 the kitchen was remodeled
and the basement partitioned with movable walls
for Sunday school classes. In 1975 the sanctuary was
redesigned and a new organ purchased. It was ded
icated to the church's young organist, Tim Pace,
who tragically drowned at Cumberland Falls at age
18. The church has owned three parsonages; one
on Deverill St. in Ludlow, one on Old State Rd. in

Park Hills, and one on Moore St. in Bromley. Even
with a declining membership, the church main
tains a strong presence with community events, so
cial gatherings, and support of world missions. The
church is associated with the Disciples of Christ.
Rouse, James W., and Edward A. Voelker. Bromley

Christian Church scrapbook, Bromley Christian
Church, Bromley, Ky.
Dale E. Voelker

deed indicates that William Bromley and his wife
Susannah lived in a small house at the former pot
tery site.

In 1986 the former site of Bromley's Coving.
ton Pottery was excavated pursuant to a proposed
development at the Covington Nineteenth Cen
tury Riverfront District (see Covington Urban
Archaeology; Hemingray Glass Company
Archaeology). During a testing phase, no struc
tural elements of the pottery facility were lo
cated, but large quantities of wasters (e.g., unglazed

west corner of Second St. and Madison Ave. in Cov

ington beginning in 1839. By 1859 William Bro
mleyhadassembledarectangularparcel measuring
109 by 125 feet, upon which he constructed a two
kiln yellow-ware pottery plant. He apparently op
erated both the Covington Pottery and the Brigh
ton Pottery until approximately 1864. Bromley's
Covington operation was well described in the
1860 Manufacturing Schedule of the U.S. Census.
He produced domestic queensware (yellow ware),
many of the items in large quantities. Listed were
2,500 dozen pitchers, 3,000 dozen bowls, and 1,000
dozen fruit jars. Bromley invested $5,000 capital in
the pottery and had receipts of $7,800 for 1860. All
10 employees were males, and an average of $300
was paid in monthly wages for all 10. Historical and
archaeological data indicate that Bromley was
manufacturing mostly sanitary ware and kitchen
ware in Covington. The majority of his high-end
products, including hound-handled pitchers and
tobacco jars, most with elaborate appliquéd hall
marks, were produced at his Brighton facility. The
end of Bromley's Covington operation was her
alded by the transfer of a portion of his property to
the Hemingray Glass Company in 1864 and was
finalized by the sale of all remaining parcels to the
Hemingray firm in 1865 for $10,000. That 1865

Road successfully maneuvered a bill through the
Kentucky legislature to move the county court's pro
ceedings to his more centrally located hometown. In
honor of him, the town was renamed Brooksville.

The normal growth accompanying the reloca
tion of the courthouse ensued, and Brooksville
seemed to be set for the future. However, four ma

jor fires swept the business section, each nearly de
stroying the small town. On February 12, 1899, the
Brooksville Review reported that the central busi
ness section was destroyed even though the fire

and undecorated shards; annular, dendrite, and

alarms, the B&W whistle, and the courthouse bell

Rockingham-decorated shards; fragments of the
containers used to fire delicate pieces; and various
kiln furniture) were recovered. During the final
mitigation phase, the most notable pottery features
were a pair of updraft bottle-type kiln bases. Only

had all been sounded. Fighting the fire was difficult
because it was said to be eight degrees below zero
that day, with snow covering the ground. The fire
began in the Hackett block (Downard building)
and spread to the Pope Hotel, the Barrett Drug

the bases remained; the chambers, stacks, and ac

store, the Brooksville Review office, the Wallen

cessory structures had been removed during ex
pansion of the Hemingray Company's plant dur
ing the late 1860s. The first of the kiln chambers

eral houses. Six weeks later, on March 27, another

block, Spark's grocery, Zeitz's barbershop, and sev

at the site was represented by canning jars, small
bowls, mixing bowls, pie plates, pitchers, crocks,
tea or coffee pots, mugs, and bottles. Sanitary ware
included chamber pots, spittoons, and urinals.

fireworked its way through the town, beginning at
Commonwealth Attorney Eginhard Daum's home.
This fire spread quickly owing to the supply of coal
oil stored in the affected buildings. Several homes
and businesses were destroyed that had been
spared in the February blaze.
Since the majority of structures had to be re
placed, many owners decided to rebuild using

measured 18.5 feet in diameter, while the second,

BROMLEY POTTERY. This early Northern
Kentucky pottery can be traced to the flood of Brit
ish immigrants that began in the mid-1830s. Some
of them were highly skilled potters from the
Staffordshire district of west-central England who
were coming to the United States to work in exist
ing potteries or to establish their own businesses.
William Bromley and his brother Thomas left
Stoke-upon-Trent in England during the 1830s.
They may have worked briefly at the pottery center
of East Liverpool, Ohio, before settling in Cincin
nati sometime in the late 1830s. William operated
or worked at the Brighton Pottery near Hamilton
Rd. and Freeman Ave. in the northwest part of Cin
cinnati from at least the mid-1840s through the
mid-1860s. Kenton Co. property deeds indicate
that he began to acquire parcels of land at the north

1.21

largely destroyed by Hemingray construction, was
between 184 and 21.7 feetin diameter. Kitchenware

Annular-decorated wares were wheel-thrown and

brick. Fires burned near some of these new brick

turned, some pitchers were likely slip-cast, and
other wares were either slip-cast or jigger-molded.

buildings in 1919 and 1921, when more of the clap
board buildings were destroyed. Slowly, Miami

Genheimer, Robert A. “Archaeological Testing, Eval

several businesses reopened on these streets. In
1934 Works Progress Administration workers
constructed the City Building, where city court

and Locust Sts. in Brooksville were rebuilt, and
uation, and Final Mitigation Excavations at Cov

ington's Riverfront Redevelopment Phase 2 Site,
Kenton County, Kentucky," prepared by R. G. Ar

chaeological Services, Covington, Ky., and submit
ted to the City of Covington, 1987.
—. “Bromley's Covington Pottery: A Study in

was held on the second floor.

Brooksville has been home to several doctors,

who have occupied the fine buildings constructed

Mid-19th Century Utilitarian Ware Production."
Ohio Valley Historical Archaeology 6 (1988).

between and after the fires. The Wallin men were

55–64.

Jackson Wallin (1840–1924) and his sons Dr. Will

most faithful to the town, beginning with Dr. David

Robert A. Genheimer

Wallin (1870–1959) and Dr. Carly Wallin (1872–
1945); they became long-term medical practitioners
BROOKSVILLE. Brooksville, the county seat of
Bracken Co., is in the geographic center of the
county and on a natural watershed. The city is
along the old State Road, which stretched from Au
gusta to Cynthiana and on to Georgetown, inter
secting the buffalo trace (see Buffalo Traces) on
the high ground in the central ridge of the county.
When the Woodward brothers, William and Joel,

in town. Dr. David Wallin had come to Brooksville

after the Civil War from Mount Sterling, where his
father, Dr. John Wallin, practiced medicine. Along
with the Wallins was Dr. Benjamin Workman
(1888–1967), who graduated from the Louisville
School of Medicine before opening an office near
Brooksville in the hamlet of Powersville. Dr. C. R.

ventured to this part of Kentucky, they built their
cabins and brick homes at this juncture. The large

Haley moved his practice to Brooksville on Locust
St. It was reported that he delivered nearly 4,000
babies in his 50 years of medical practice. Coming

brick house in Brooksville on the corner of Miami

to Brooksville next were Dr. J. M. Stevenson and

St. and Ky. Rt. 19 remains to remind citizens of the
settlers and their legacy when the town was known

Dr. Dewey E. Cummins. Cummins remained in

as Woodward's Cross Road.

Something that promised to be a boon to the
town was the drilling for oil and natural gas in the
surrounding area. John Brown became known lo
cally as the “oilman," since he would often light the
gas well and citizens would gather to watch the dis
plays. The first oil and gas line drilled was near the
bottom of Depot Hill, where the old railroad had
its center. However, the line was destroyed by fire.

The Frazee family was also well known in the
early days of the town. Many of the town's citizens
bought property from the Frazees. Without a river
port or manufacturing facility, the settlement grew
slowly, even though it was on the route of travel to
Central Kentucky. What served as an impetus for
growth was the transfer of the county courthouse
from Augusta to Woodward's Cross Road. In 1839
Representative David Brooks of Woodward's Cross

Brooksville from 1961 until his retirement in 1989.

A few months later, Brown tried, with little success,

to find oil and natural gas near Augusta. What did
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BROOKSVILLE AND OHIO RAILROAD

bring success for several decades was the Brooks
ville and Ohio Railroad, which operated from
May 21, 1897, until June 6, 1931.
Brooksville High School won the state basket
ball championship in 1939 by defeating Hindman.
Brooksville was the home of a Hollywood actor
and director, Don Galloway (1937), of the Iron
sides television series. A well-known writer, Ed

the church was relocated to the corner of Miami and

of God moved in 1952 to a site on Frankfort St. in

major remodeling of the structure was undertaken,
in the course of which an organ and chimes were
installed. The current worshippers have main
tained an active membership, and the Brooksville

Brooksville, where it remains today.

Methodist Church continues to serve them with

Frankfort Sts. in Brooksville. After holding services
at several more locations, the Brooksville Assembly

updated facilities and services.
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County. Bicentennial ed. Brooksville, Ky.
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County. Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky.

McClanahan, was also born in Brooksville. Mc
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.

Clanahan has authored several books, including
The Natural Man, as well as contributing articles
to nationally recognized magazines.
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County. Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky.

Caroline R. Miller
Caroline R. Miller
BROOKSVILLE CHRISTIAN

CHURCH.

The Brooksville Christian Church, located on Mi

BROSSART, FERDINAND (b. October 19,

ami St., was the first church within the city of

1849, Buchelberg, Bavaria; d. August 6, 1930, Mel
bourne, Ky.) Ferdinand Brossart, who became a
bishop of the Diocese of Covington, was the son of

Brooksville and the second Christian Church or

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.
Caroline R. Miller

BROOKSVILLE AND OHIO RAILROAD.

The Brooksville Railroad (BRR) was built in 1897
to connect Brooksville with the Chesapeake and

Ohio Railroad at Wellsburg Junction, along the
Ohio River in Bracken Co. The rail line began at
Wellsburg, followed Locust Creek upstream to
Goose Creek, and then proceeded southward to
Brooksville, for a total distance of 10 miles. The

BRR carried farm goods and lumber from Brooks
ville to the outside world and acted as a funnel for

the movement of finished goods into Brooksville,
the county seat. From its beginning, the BRR was
barely profitable, and it quickly proved unable to
generate sufficient money to keep the roadbed and
equipment in compliance with state and federal
regulations.
In 1918 the BRR went into receivership, and for
mal passenger service was discontinued. In 1919 it
was sold to a group of local businessmen and re
named the Brooksville and Ohio River Railroad

ganized in Bracken Co. The congregation dates to
1842, when 190 persons voiced their support for
this nondenominational church. The congregation
stayed intact until 1873, when 60 members left to
establish the Christian Church in Powersville. The

congregation of the Brooksville Christian Church
worshipped in the city's courthouse until 1859;
then a lot was purchased for the construction of a
house of worship that was completed in 1860. This
structure was of wood, measuring 40 by 60 feet; its
area was extended significantly in 1916. The build
ing was destroyed by fire in 1923, with only a few
items escaping unscathed. The next church was
constructed of brick and dedicated on June 15,

1924; two minor additions, a baptistery and an en
trance accessible to the handicapped, have since
been made. The congregation of the Brooksville
Christian Church remains large, just as it was in
1842; many of this church's worshippers travel
from distant parts of the county to attend services.
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of

Bracken County. Bicentennial ed. Brooksville, Ky.,
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.

(B&OR). The B&OR lingered until 1931, using a
motorized section handcar with a trailer to move

Caroline R. Miller

goods. Having lost its local business to trucks, and
its rail bed having been condemned as unsafe by

BROOKSVILLE METHODIST CHURCH.

the Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) on

The Brooksville Methodist Church was assembled

April 11, 1931, the B&OR received permission from

in 1866 at Brooksville in Bracken Co., after a trying
number of years during the Civil War. The earli
est congregation worshipped in the open under a
tree at the home of Caleb Tarleton and was led by

the ICC to abandon its line. Two road tankcars (not

owned by BBR) were left landlocked at Brooksville
by the abandonment and were later removed by
trucks. During its life, the BRR-B&OR owned six
locomotives, but only two were on the property at
any one time. Recorded passenger equipment con
sisted of one combination coach.

Summer 1996): 52–56.

Sulzer, Elmer G. Ghost Railroads of Kentucky.
Bloomington: Indiana Univ. Press, 1967.
Charles H. Bogart

1861 the Brossarts moved to the Gubser's Mill area

of Campbell Co., Ky. Ferdinand Brossart received a
good classical education at St. Francis Gymnasium
in Cincinnati and began his studies for the priest
hood at Mount St. Mary Seminary in Price Hill. In
1868 George A. Carrell, bishop of Covington, sent
him to Louvain University in Belgium to complete
his studies. On September 1, 1872, Bishop Augus
tus M. Toebbe of Covington ordained him a priest
at St. Mary Cathedral (see Cathedral Basilica of
the Assumption).
Brossart began his service as a priest of the Di
ocese of Covington in the Bluegrass area of Ken
tucky, first in Cynthiana, then in Georgetown.
After being made pastor of St. Paul Parish in Lex
ington in 1878, he distinguished himself in the
early 1880s by ministering to victims of a smallpox
epidemic in that city. His courageous service to the
sick when other clergymen had refused to serve
earned him the admiration of Protestants and

Methodist circuit riders who had come into Ken

tucky from Virginia. Among the charter members
of the Brooksville Methodist Church in 1866 were

Judge Adamson, Anderson Field, H. A. Lee, and
Caleb Tarleton. Church services were for a time

Leming, John E., Jr. “Bracken County and the Brooks
ville Railroad Company," NKH 3, no. 2 (Spring

Ferdinand and Catherine Dissel Brossart. The

family immigrated to the United States in 1851 and
lived in New Orleans until an outbreak of yellow
fever prompted them to move to Cincinnati. There
they became members of St. Michael Parish. In

held in the carpenter's shop on Church St. in
Brooksville, before the group started purchasing
brick and other building supplies with which to
build a church building. However, the Civil War
halted the building's construction, and most of the
bricks had to be used for other purposes. In 1866
timbers were cut and the Brooksville Methodist

Catholics alike. Bishop Camillus P. Maesappointed
him pastor of the Cathedral Parish in Covington
and vicar general of the diocese in 1888. Brossart's
efficiency and competence in this prominent role
as assistant to the bishop made him a good candi
date to succeed Bishop Maes when he died in 1915.
On November 29 of that year, he received word
that Pope Benedict XV had appointed him the
fourth Bishop of Covington. Archbishop Henry
Moeller of Cincinnati consecrated him bishop at
St. Mary Cathedral on January 25, 1916. He re
mains to this day the only priest of the Diocese of
Covington who became its bishop.
As head of the diocese, Bishop Brossart intro
duced new regulations for its administration, cre
ated the Board of Charities, established the Soci

ety of St. Vincent de Pauland Boy Scout troops
in diocesan parishes, and implemented the new

BROOKSVILLE ASSEMBLY OF GOD. The

Church's first and only permanent building was

1917 Code of Canon Law of the Roman Catholic

Brooksville Assembly of God began at the home of

erected on Woodward Ave. in town. The church

Mrs. Russell Mattox on Parina Rd. in Bracken Co. in

bell was a gift from Henry Ferber, who had pur
chased it from the owners of the Magnolia excur

Church. After America's entry into World War I in
1917, the governor of Kentucky appointed Brossart

1935. During that year, revival services were held in
the Asbury Schoolhouse until the congregation was
able to have a permanent church building built on a
lot donated by William Butler. In the early 1940s,

sion boat, which had sunk in the Ohio River. The

stained-glass windows were installed in 1913, un
der the leadership of Rev. Price Smith. In 1944 a

to the District Committee of the State Defense

Council, apparently the anti-German sentiment of
the time had not adversely affected the reputation
of the German-born bishop. In 1920 Bishop Bros

BROWN, PARIS C.

sart reorganized the boundaries of the parishes of
the diocese on a geographical basis, rather than
maintain the “national parishes" in use since the
19th century, which were based on whether con
gregations were English-speaking or German
speaking. Ill health led to his resignation as bishop
in March 1923, ending his brief but eventful epis
copacy. Brossart spent his remaining years in resi
dence at the Sisters of Divine Providence's St.

Anne Convent in Melbourne. He died on August
6, 1930, and was buried in the cemetery at St. Anne.
He is the only deceased bishop of the Diocese of
Covington not interred at St. Mary Cemetery.
Diocese of Covington Archives, Erlanger, Ky.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky.; Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Thomas S. Ward

BROTHERS, DARRELL(b. September 18, 1931,
Tecumseh, Ala.; d. October 4, 1993, Covington,
Ky). Darrell Brothers began his art career in 1959
teaching high school art in the Cincinnati Public
Schools, primarily at Taft High School. Also dur
ing this time, he taught evening painting classes at
the University of Kentucky Northern Community
College (now Northern Kentucky University).
In 1966 he began a long and fruitful career as a
painting and printmaking instructor at Thomas
More College in Crestview Hills, where he re
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Fair Collection (Louisville) and the Ball State Uni

television scripts for the soap opera The Catlins.
Brown also wrote scripts for corporate and indus
trial films and advertising copy for television. He
wrote numerous guest columns for the local news
paper, the Kentucky Post, and submitted frequent
letters to its editor. Brown wrote and self-published

versity (Ind.) Art Collection and in collections at
the following institutions: Grinnell College (Iowa);
Western College at Oxford, Ohio (now part of Mi
ami University); the J. B. Speed Museum (Louis

said was inspired by Garrison Keillor's book Lake
Woebegon. Brown's book, subtitled "An Almost
Factual Compendium of Remembrances," was an

ville); the Norfolk (Va.) Museum of Arts and Sci

irreverent look at the citizens of his hometown of

him while incorporating experience with mid
20th-century art movements.
In addition to his illustrious teaching career,
Darrell Brothers continued to be an exhibiting art
ist. His works can be found in the Kentucky State

ences; the Montgomery (Ala) Museum of Fine Arts;
the College of Mount St. Joseph (Cincinnati), Indi
ana University; the University of Kentucky (Lexing
ton); and Thomas More College. Brothers died in
1993 at his home in Covington and was cremated.
“Darrell Brothers, 62, Art Professor at TMC,” KP, Oc
tober 5, 1993, 8A.
Findsen, Owen. “Darrell W. Brothers Painted Human
Form,” KE, October 5, 1993, B4.

a controversial book, Caketown, U.S.A., which he

Fort Thomas. Brown was an ardent football fan,

especially of the Cincinnati Bengals. He also cru
saded relentlessly against Kentucky's tailpipe emis
sions testing program. He did not live to see the
program end in 2005, however. Craig Brown died
of lung cancer at the age of 68 on New Years Day
2002. He was survived by his wife, Debbie, and the
couple's sons, Michael and Mitchell.
“Bill Would Let Counties End Emissions Testing.”

“Our Culture Strings Tied to Cincinnati,” KP, Janu
ary 25, 1969, IK.
Rebecca Bilbo

KP, December 1, 1999, 2K.

Brown, Craig M. Caketown, U.S.A.: An Almost
Factual Compendium of Remembrances. Alex
andria, Ky: Caketown, n.d. (ca. 1991].
“Craig M. Brown," KP, January 3, 2002, 8A.

mained until his death in 1993.
It was at the Herron School of Art in India

BROWN, CAROLE WHEELER (b. January 9,
1951, Mount Sterling, Ky.) Glenda Carole Wheeler,
who became Gallatin Co. sheriff, is the daughter of
Virgil and Mayme Walters. The family moved to
Gallatin Co. in 1952, settling on a farm along Ky.
Rt. 35, two miles south of Warsaw. Wheeler gradu
ated from Gallatin Co. High School in 1969 and
then became an active member of the county's life
squad.

napolis, Ind., that he first received art training, be
ginning in 1949. The next year he transferred to
Ball State University at Muncie, Ind., where he

exander, appointed her deputy sheriff. After Alex
ander died barely a year into his term, Wheeler be

earned a BA in art education in 1953. He contin

came a candidate for the office of sheriff. In the

Maysville in Lewis Co. At the age of 16, he began his

ued in the area of art education for the next three

special election to fill out the remainder of Alexan

river career as a cook on a flatboat bound for New

years, earning a MAT in art in 1956 from Indiana
University in Bloomington, where he met his wife,
artist Betty Brothers. Under the leadership of
Henry Radford Hope, the art program at Indiana
University was rapidly expanding, and Brothers
remained in Bloomington until 1959, earning his

der's term, Wheeler defeated five other candidates

Orleans. Between flatboat sojourns, he studied
bookkeeping at a Cincinnati business school. In

In 1982 Gallatin Co. sheriff Delmar “Buck" Al

in the Democratic primary. She won the general
election of November 1983 by a large margin and
was installed as Gallatin Co. sheriff. Wheeler
served as sheriff for the remainder of Alexander's

term, ending January 1986.

Hicks, Jack. “Writer (Craig Brown) Takes Sharp Look
at Caketown of Yesterday,” KP, April 14, 1993,
1K–2K.

BROWN, PARIS C. (b. May 5, 1838, Concord,
Ky; d. September 7, 1911, Newport, Ky). Paris
Brown, a poor boy who grew rich in the steamboat
trade, was the son of Thomas L. and Mary Brown.
He was a longtime resident of Newport and served
as mayor of that city (1894–1897). He was born in
Concord, a small river town about 12 miles east of

1859 he was back on the Ohio River as a steamboat

clerk but advanced to a position as a captain in a few
years. Soon after the Civil War, he left the river to
become a bookkeeper for a boat supply store along

MFA in painting under Hope. During his years

At the time of Wheeler's election, it was re

Front St. in Cincinnati. This firm sold lamps, rope,

with Cincinnati Public Schools, he spent one sum
mer at Iowa State University in Ames, pursuing his
interest in printmaking.
Although painting was his primary medium,
Brothers's work also includes large- and small
scale drawings, etchings, and prints. His art school
training in the 1950s coincided with the rapid rise
of the abstract expressionist school. Nevertheless,

ported that she was the first woman in Kentucky to
be elected county sheriff, and the assertion remains

steering wheels, and other items required by boat
operators. He soon became associated with James
D. Parker and J. S. Wise, both steamboat captains
and major players in the steamboat supply trade. He
became a partner in Parker, Wise & Company and
was also president of the Consolidated Boat Store. In
1890 he served as president of the city's largest boat
yard, the Cincinnati Marine Railway and Dry Dock
Company, after it was forced into bankruptcy. Be
cause of his activity in the local economy, the Cin

unrefuted. Unable to succeed herself as sheriff be

cause of a state law prohibiting it, Wheeler ran un
successfully for the office of Gallatin Co. judge
executive in 1985.

Gallatin County News, November 3, 11, 2003.

Records of the Gallatin Co. Clerk, Warsaw, Ky.

Brothers concentrated his studies on the human

figure, and his early works reflect this emphasis. By
1968 Brothers began to explore geometric abstrac
tion and minimalism, in both painting and col

lage. His work through the 1970s is primarily geo
metric. By 1979 he had returned to focus on the

figure, with a growing interest in historical meth
ods of perspective. His renewed interest in the fig
ure and in mathematically ordered composition is
reflected in his mature style in the 1980s. During
this period Brothers's work was part of an aca
demic revival occurring nationally. He thus pays
allegiance to the academic painters that preceded

Steve Huddleston

cinnati Chamber of Commerce made him an hon

BROWN, CRAIG M. (b. October 2, 1933, Fort

Thomas, Ky.; d. January 1, 2002, Mentor, Ky). Free
lance writer Craig M. Brown grew up in Fort
Thomas, where he graduated from Highlands
High School in 1951. He entered Northwestern
University at Evanston, Ill., and eventually earned
an MA from that school's prestigious Medill
School of Journalism. Brown spent most of his
professional career in the fields of television adver
tising and freelance writing. He wrote a number of

orary member. He served on its board as well. Yet
Brown's reputation suffered somewhat when it was
revealed, late in 1900, that his son Frank had em

bezzled more than $200,000 while employed as a
cashier at the German National Bank of Newport.
Paris Brown was a director of the same institution,
but no connection could be made between the ac
tions of the son and the father in this incident.
Brown's health was never robust, but he was

strong-willed enough to soldier on even when ill.
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He appeared small and frail, yet on one occasion
he pulled a drowning boy from the Ohio River at
the foot of Broadway St. in Cincinnati.

He also taught music classes at Northern Ken
tucky University and performed with the Bruce
Brownfield Trio at regional social events.

Brown worked to benefit the national econ

Bruce and his wife Mildred “Millie" Edmonds

omy by improving navigation on the Ohio River
through a series of locks and dams so that boats
could move even during periods of low water. He
became a charter member of the Ohio Valley Im
provement Association in 1895 (see Ohio River
Navigation, Ohio River Locks and Dams).
This group, which included civic and politicallead
ers of the region, lobbied the U.S. Congress to fund
a huge public works project to create a river with a
nine-foot-deep channel year-round. Congress was
a reluctant partner but became more generous un
der the prodding of President William Howard
Taft (1909–1913). Shortly before Brown's death in
Newport, the Fernbank Dam, just downriver from
Cincinnati, opened to traffic; it was in effect a me
morial to his good work. He was buried at Ever
green Cemetery, Southgate.

Brownfield were married for 60 years and had

“About the Late Paris C. Brown," Waterway's Jour
nal, September 30, 1911, 10.
“Former Mayor of Newport," KP, September 8, 1911,
10.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 22743, for the year
1911.

“Shortage of $201,000 in Kentucky Bank," NYT, No
vember 19, 1900, 1.
John H. White

BROWNFIELD, BRUCEO. (b. Covington, Ky.,
September 26, 1921; d. Cincinnati, Ohio, February
17, 2004). Musician and educator Bruce Brownfield
was the son of a well-known riverboat musician

and vaudevillian, Harvey Alan Brownfield Sr., and
Eleanor “Nora" Stephenson Brownfield. Bruce was
raised in Covington at 309 Wright St., formerly the
home of actor Edwin Forrest. He became a

prominent band leader and musician for WLW
television programs, best known for his band on
the highly popular Paul Dixon Show on the Cros
ley/AVCO regional television chain.
One of Brownfield's notable early public perfor
mances was as an accordionist at a benefit show at

the Fort Thomas Military Reservation in 1941.
After serving as a U.S. Navy pilot during World
War II, he began playing music professionally.
While studying at the Cincinnati Conserva
tory of Music, Brownfield performed on the accor
dion with the Dell Staton Trio and won a competi
tion in New York City on the national Arthur
Godfrey's Talent Scouts television show in 1950.
CBS television hired Brownfield as a network staff

musician. Soon, he was touring the United States
as a backup musician for the 1950s popular singer
Vic Damone.

Weary of traveling and homesick, Brownfield
returned to Northern Kentucky and took a posi

three children, Dinah Martin, Bruce E. Brown
field, and Steve A. Brownfield. Bruce O. Brownfield

died in 2004 and was buried in Highland Ceme
tery in Fort Mitchell.
"Bruce Brownfield Sr., Band Leader for Paul Dixon

Show," KP February 19, 2004, A12.
Goodman, Rebecca. “B. Brownfield Musician for
WLW Shows: Pianist, 82, Was Also Educator,” CE,

February 20, 2004, B4,
“Millie Brownfield, Flamboyant, Born Organizer,"
KP January 22, 2005, A11.
“Whatever Happened to...? TV5 Musician Is Still En
joying Making Melodies,” KP August 5, 1992, 10S.

John Schlipp
BROWNING, PAM (b. August 20, 1956, Carroll
ton, Ky; d. December 30, 1989, near White Sulphur
Springs, W.Va.). Athlete Pamela Kay Browning was
the daughter of Taylor and Laura Smith Browning
of Ghent. After her parents both died, she was
raised in Ghent by an older sister, Mary Jean Hul
vey. A tall, blond, athletic tomboy, Browning was a
star of the Carroll Co. High School girls' bas
ketball team during the early 1970s. No Kentucky
colleges offered scholarships for women's sports
when Browning was considering colleges, but the
University of Kentucky at Lexington (UK) was re
viving Women's Inter-Collegiate Basketball after a
50-year hiatus and recruited the talented six-foot
tall Browning to be the center for the women's bas
ketball team, known as the Ladykats.
Playing from 1974 to 1978, Browning set a num
ber of UK women's basketball performance records
that have not been surpassed; in other team records,
she is second only to Valerie Still. Browning was
team captain, an All American, and toured Europe
with Athletes in Action. She and a teammate be
came the first women to receive full UK athletic

scholarships once they were made available, and
Browning was the first woman from a UK women's
basketball team to play professionally, spending two
seasons with the New Jersey Gems of the Women's
Basketball League. She had been working for five
years with the United Parcel Service in Lexington
when she was killed in a jeep accident in 1989 at age
33, while on a skiing vacation in West Virginia. She
was buried in the Ghent Cemetery next to her par
ents. On June 24, 2000, Pam Browning was inducted
into the Gallery of All Americans at the UK Basket
ball Museum in Lexington.
“Ex-UK Lady Kats Star Killed in Accident," KP, Janu
ary 1, 1990,6K.

UKathletics.com. "University of Kentucky Lady Kats."
www.ukathletics.com (accessed January 10, 2006).

tion as a WLWT (Cincinnati) staff musician. Later

he became the band leader for the weekday Paul
Dixon Show, where he remained for nearly 20
years. After Dixon's untimely death in 1974, the
show ceased and Brownfield began a new career in
education as an assistant to David Lusk, superin
tendent of Covington Independent Schools.

Bill Davis

BROWNING

MANUFACTURING/OHIO

VALLEY PULLEY WORKS. Browning Manu
facturing in Maysville (formerly Ohio Valley Pul
ley Works) was a family-run business established

in 1911 by Edward Parry Browning, LeWright
Browning, and Edward's nephew Samuel Pearce
Browning. It is now known as Emerson Power
Transmission Company.
In 1886 M. K. “Otto" Sprinkle launched a com
pany in Wheeling, W.Va., that produced split
wood pulleys. By 1895 Sprinkle's company was
failing, so, taking his machinery along with him,
he boarded a steamboat bound for Cincinnati in

search of better opportunities. While stopping
overnight in Maysville, Ky., Sprinkle met with lo
cal businessmen, one of whom was Edward Parry
Browning. These businessmen, when they learned
Sprinkle's intention to begin a pulley manufactur
ing company in Cincinnati, convinced Sprinkle
that he should open his business in Maysville in
stead. Sprinkle agreed, the businessmen became
investors, and the Ohio Valley Pulley Works was
born; the new firm was incorporated in 1896.
The Ohio Valley Pulley Works produced split
pulley drive shafts that held flat leather belts con
nected to smaller pulleys. The pulley rotation and
movement of the belts transmitted power to the
machines. Known unofficially as the Pulley
Works, the company earned $15,626 in 1897 and
continued to grow despite numerous difficulties
facing it. On July 2, 1899, a fire in the plant de
stroyed almost everything and nearly forced the
investors into bankruptcy. The owners agreed to
rebuild, and that year the company reported
$45,861 in earnings, even though it had closed for
three months to rebuild.

After the fire, the Pulley Works continued to
manufacture wooden pulleys while competitors
were using new technology to develop steel pul
leys. Seeing the potential in this new steel product,
the investors secured a contract with the Oneida

Steel Company in 1911. According to their con
tract, the Ohio Valley Pulley Works would sell the
steel pulleys made by the Oneida Steel Company
throughout the territory south of the Ohio River
and west of the Mississippi River. Added income
from this contract allowed the pulley company to
continue expanding. On December 29, 1911, Ed
ward Parry Browning, nephew Samuel Pearce
Browning, and LeWright Browning bought out
the other shareholders of the Pulley Works and
changed the company's incorporation, converting
it to a family-run business.
In 1918 the Oneida Steel Company refused to
renew the contract, leaving the Pulley Works
without any means to market steel pulleys. The
Pulley Works filed suit and lost. At this point, the

family was uncertain how to save this portion of
their business. During this time, the limestone
wooden pulley, a new version of the original pul
ley system, had been created. This newly designed
wooden pulley was the salvation of the company.
The Great Depression of the 1930s hit Mason
Co. as severely as the rest of the country. Nonethe
less, the Browning family, who now owned the
Pulley Works, were able to keep their workers em
ployed, and the company's high volume of sales of
its limestone wooden pulleys during World War
II (1941–1945) helped the company to prosper
and continue to grow.

BRUCE, HENRY, JR.

The Pulley Works continued to succeed. In
1969, under the direction of Edward Parry Brown
ing's grandnephew John Nelson Browning and
three great-grandnephews–Robert E. Browning,
Louis Nulton Browning, and Laurance LeWright
Browning Jr., this family-owned business, which
started in Maysville in 1897, was sold to Emerson

BRUCE, ELI METCALF (b. February 22, 1828,
Flemingsburg, Ky.; d. December 15, 1866, New York
City). Eli M. Bruce, the son of George Stubblefield
and Sabina Metcalf Bruce, became an important fi
nancier of the Army of the Confederacy and, after
its defeat, a philanthropist assisting destitute Con

Electric of St. Louis. Now called the Emerson Power

Ten, which met at Bowling Green, Ky., and planned
Kentucky's entry into the Confederacy. Bruce repre

Transmission Company, the plant remains in
Maysville and employs approximately 1,000 peo
ple, making it the largest employer in Mason Co.

published article, in possession of the author.

sented the Ninth District in the First Provisional

throughout Maysville," Maysville Ledger Indepen

noncombatant and was a close friend of Gen. John

dent, August 18, 1986, 10.
Mason Co. Deed Book 96, 1896, p.458; Book 114, 1911,
p. 367.

Hunt Morgan. On January 30, 1865, Secretary of
War James E. Seddon appointed Bruce acting com
missary general of the Confederacy, so that he could
rectify previous mismanagement in that office.

Elizabeth Comer Williams

In 1847 Bruce had worked as a clerk in a
BROWNING MEDICAL ARTS CENTER.

The Browning Medical Arts Center, at 1 W. Mc
Donald Pkwy., in the centeroflowntown Maysville,
was named for John Nelson Browning, a member of
a prominent Maysville family. His father, Samuel
Pearce Browning, was known for having begun the
Ohio Valley Pulley Works, along with John Brown
ings granduncle Edward Parry Browning.
Born in 1898, John Nelson Browning worked
with his family at the Ohio Valley Pulley Works.
He married Carlisle Chenault in 1923, and to

gether they had four children. Their youngest
child, Thomas Chenault Browning, died in 1951 at
age 17 in a car accident. Their loss affected them
greatly, but they were determined to help others,
and they made donations to many charitable
causes in the area. One such cause was the Tom

Browning Boys and Girls Club, which opened in
1953 and continues today. Another was the John
Nelson Browning Medical Center.
During the early 1970s, the City of Maysville
wanted to find a way to draw new doctors to the
downtown area and away from the region's newer
suburbs. It started a search committee to attract

Maysville store before moving to Covington to
work for his uncle, John S. Morgan, a Cincinnati
pork-packing industrialist (see Meatpacking).
He married Elizabeth Sally Withers of Covington,
sister of Charles Albert Withers (see Withers

Family), who was later adjutant general to Gen
eral Morgan. Bruce made his fortune before the
Civil War by establishing a chain of pork and
beef packing plants along the Wabash, Missouri,
and Mississippi rivers, with headquarters at St.
Louis. Recognizing that Lincoln's election meant
war, Bruce moved his operations to Chattanooga,
Tenn., shipping great quantities of salt down the
Mississippi River before it was blockaded, to be
stored at strategic locations in the South in antici
pation of extended hostilities and the need for
cured meat. Bruce and his partners, the Crenshaw
Brothers of Liverpool and New York millionaire
R. T. Wilson, the father of Mrs. Cornelius Vander

bilt, purchased 24 blockade-runners to penetrate
the Union blockade of the South's Atlantic ports
in order to trade cotton for war munitions. Bruce's

favorite task was supplying the First Kentucky
Brigade, known as the Orphan Brigade, following

doctors. To aid this effort, John and Carlisle Brown

the death of its leader Gen. Ben Hardin Helm of

ing donated funds for the construction of a new
three-story office building that could be rented at
reasonable cost by new doctors. It was built down
town just off Main St. in a convenient location. The
John Nelson Browning Medical Building opened
in 1975, before the closure of the local Hayswood
Hospital. It is currently home to five medical busi
nesses, including pharmacies and doctors offices,
and a certified public accounting firm. Until 1994
the Hayswood Foundation owned the building. The
Browning Medical Arts Center continues today
with its original purpose, to provide medical access

Elizabethtown, the brother-in-law of Abraham
Lincoln.

and affordable health care to families in Mason Co.

Comer, Elizabeth. “The Brownings. An Unwavering
Maysville Family." NKH 11, no.2(Spring-Summer
2004): 21–27.

“Maysville Men Buy Browning Medical Building."
Maysville Independent Ledger, March 2, 1994, 1.
Elizabeth Comer Williams

Bruce Family Papers, Northern Kentucky Univ Li
brary Archives, Highland Heights, Ky.
Rankin, Frank G. "Eli Metcalf Bruce," a signed, un
Reis, Jim. “Eli Bruce's Wealth Aided Penniless Sol

Comer, Martha. “Browning Family influence Felt

2004): 21–27.

(1917) moved to the Highland Cemetery, Fort
Mitchell, Ky., to be buried beside his wife.

federate soldiers. He was a member of the Council of

Congress of Kentucky, which met at Russellville
and later, in exile, at Macon, Ga. He also repre
sented the Provisional Government of Kentucky in
the Confederate Congress at Richmond, Va. Bruce
served on the staff of Gen. John C. Breckinridge as a

Comer, Elizabeth. “The Brownings: An Unwavering
Maysville Family."NKH 11, no.2(Spring-Summer
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After the fall of Richmond and the surrender of

generals Joseph E. Johnson and Robert E. Lee,
Bruce opened an office in Augusta, Ga., supplying
gold to returning Kentucky soldiers and urging
them both to respect the Union and to work for rec
onciliation. He offered school tuition to every Ken
tuckian who was disabled fighting for the Confed
eracy, and he recommended that they study English,
mathematics, grammar, and penmanship.
After the war Bruce obtained a pardon from
President Johnson and moved to New York City,
where, with his uncle Henry Bruce Jr., he oper
ated the grand Southern Hotel and founded the
private banking firm of W. L. Lyons and Company,
now the financial services firm Hilliard Lyons, still
in operation in Louisville. Bruce died in 1866,
at age 38, in New York City and was buried in the
Linden Grove Cemetery in Covington, then later

diers," KP, July 2, 1984, 10K.
Stephen T. McMurtry
BRUCE, HENRY, JR. (b. 1817, Fleming Co., Ky;
d. December 31, 1891, Kansas City, Mo). Henry
Bruce Jr., a hotel owner, was a descendant of George
Stubblefield, member of the Virginia House of Bur
gesses, and Charles Bruce, an overseer in Virginia
appointed by Governor Alexander Spotswood.
Bruce's parents were Henry Bruce Sr. and Mary
Stubblefield. Henry Sr., a prosperous Kentucky
farmer, nurtured his namesake, one of 10 children,

by sending him on successful hog drives and trad
ing trips throughout Georgia and northern Florida
during 1830 and 1831.
In 1853 Henry Jr. purchased the Orr Acad
emy/Rugby School at 630 Sanford St., Coving
ton, where helived with his wife, Mary Bruce, who
was also his first cousin. The couple raised four
daughters. One of them was Pauline Duke, who
married acousin of Col. Basil W. Duke of Morgan's
Raiders (see John Hunt Morgan), and another
was Henrietta Green, mother of the acclaimed

primitive artist Mary Bruce Sharon. Henry
Bruce Jr. fled his Covington home in December
1863, ahead of a contingent of Yankee troops who
came to arrest him for allegedly financing the es
cape of Gen. John Hunt Morgan from the Ohio
State Penitentiary at Columbus. Bruce escaped to
Canada; after the Civil War, in 1866, he estab

lished himself in New York City. He became the
proprietor of the Southern Hotel on Broadway, a
venture he shared with his nephew, Confederate
Army financier Eli Metcalf Bruce. Henry Bruce
Jr. also operated the Maltby House, fronting Lafay
ette Pl, in New York City, and the Hart House and
the St. James Hotel in Kansas City, Mo. During the
1870s Henry Jr. maintained an office in Cincinnati,
from which he launched his son-in-law Richard

Lashbrook Green, of Maysville, a Centre College
graduate, into a successful tobacco warehouse
business. Green was the father of artist Mary Bruce
Sharon, in whose paintings Henry Jr., “Grandpa,”
is depicted in scenes of fishing on the Licking River,
holiday feasting at 630 Sanford St., and fleeing
Yankee troops from that same address.
Henry Bruce Jr. is remembered as one of the
founders and the president pro tempore of the
Covington and Cincinnati Bridge Company,
which contracted with John Roebling to design
and construct what was then the longest suspen
sion bridge in the world, the John A. Roebling
Bridge across the Ohio River. Roebling lived with
Bruce on Sanford St. while designing the bridge.
In 1872 Bruce moved to Kansas City and lived
in the St. James Hotel. He died there in 1891 of kid

ney disease. After a funeral in the hotel parlor, his
body was returned to Covington for burial next to
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his wife in the Bruce family lot at Linden Grove
Cemetery.

Aument, Shary. “The Food of Love. Recollections and
Recipes," an unpublished work given to the author
by the Bruce Family of Dallas, Tex.
Bruce Family Papers, Northern Kentucky Univ. Li
brary Archives, Highland Heights, Ky.
“Death of Henry Bruce,” Kansas City Star, Decem

the Licking River close to Grants Lick, in southern
Campbell Co. She lived with her son Samuel Bryan
and his family. Mary died there in 1819, at age 82,
and was buried in the Bryan Family Cemetery on
the family farm. In 1929 the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) had her reburied in

the Oakland Cemetery on Clay Ridge Road in
Grants Lick. It was felt that a grave in that cemetery
would be better maintained and more accessible.

ber 31, 1891, 1.

“Funeral Notice,” Kansas City Star, January 2, 1892, 7.
Linden Grove Cemetery Records, Burial No. 4419,
Covington, Ky.

Ludwig, Charles. “They Said It Was Impossible," CTS,
January 13, 1953, magazine sec., 7.

Stephen T. McMurtry
BRYAN, JAMESW. (b. June 9, 1852, Millersburg,
Ky; d. April 7, 1903, Covington, Ky.) James Wil
liam Bryan, a Democratanda Kentucky lieutenant
governor, graduated from Millersburg High
School in Millersburg. He attended Kentucky
Wesleyan College (then in Millersburg) on a full
scholarship, graduating in 1873, and moved to
Covington the following year. He later paid back
the total cost of his education, plus interest. Bryan
studied law under former governor John White
Stevenson and Judge James O’Hara in Coving
ton and was admitted to the bar in 1875. He mar

ried Virginia Ellis Martin, daughter of Judge J. B.
Martin, in 1880. The couple had two daughters,

One of the diggers later gave his account of her
exhumation. He said they had found about four
feet of stone slabs near the surface, evidently
placed there to prevent wild animals from dis
turbing her grave. About three feet below the slabs,
they found what they described as her complete,
well-preserved skeleton. All that remained of her
wooden coffin were 16 square nails that had been
used in its construction. The diggers were sur
prised to see a coil of her gray hair still neatly
combed in a bun. They placed her remains in a
small box and reburied them at Oakland, behind

the old Grants Lick Baptist Church. The DAR also
placed a beautiful small monument on the new
grave.

“Campbell County History and Genealogy," Falmouth
Outlook, supplement, December 15, 1978.
Wessling, Jack. Early History of Campbell County,

der Governor Simon G. Buckner from 1887 to

1891. At that time he was the youngest person ever
elected lieutenant governor. He also served as a di
rector of the First National Bank of Covington.
Bryan died of pneumonia at age 50 at his Garrard
St. home. Funeral services were held at St. Mary
Cathedral in Covington and burial was in High
land Cemetery.
“Brief-Reviewed Life and Character of Attorney,
James Wm. Bryan,” KP, April 11, 1903, 1.
Death Certificate No. 3947, Kenton Co., Ky., for the

year 1903, available on microfilm at the Kenton Co.
Public Library, Covington, Ky.
“Death of Gov. Bryan,” CC, April 10, 1903, 1.

Perrin, William Henry, J. H. Battle, and G. C. Kniffin.
Kentucky: A History of the State. Louisville, Ky.
F.A. Battey, 1888.

“Sudden Demise of Bryan," KP, April 8, 1903, 1.
“Tribute of Tears,” KP, April 10, 1903, I.
“Tribute to Bryan by Bar," KP, April 9, 1903, 1.

Jack Wessling
BRYAN, PEARL (b. ca. 1874, Greencastle, Ind;

d.late January, 1896, near Fort Thomas, Ky). Argu
ably the most sensational crime in the history of
Northern Kentucky was the murder and behead
ing of a young woman in 1896, in what is today
Fort Thomas in Campbell Co. Pearl Bryan was a
22-year-old country girl from Greencastle, Ind.,
she was the youngest of 12 children and had gradu
ated in 1892 from Greencastle High School with
the highest honors and special awards in her class.
She was the daughter of Alex and Jane Bryan.
Bryan was described as a Sunday school and
church worker, sprightly, vivacious, and a social
favorite in her home. She had bright blue eyes,
blond hair that shaded to auburn, a pretty face, and
an almost flawless complexion. In 1893 she met a
young dental student, Scott Jackson, through her
second cousin William Woods. Bryan and Jackson
became friends, meeting whenever Jackson visited
Greencastle. The relationship changed in the sum
mer of 1895, when Bryan discovered that she was
pregnant. She confided her situation to Woods,
who in turn wrote Jackson. Jackson told Woods, in

1736, North Carolina; d. July 6, 1819, Grants Lick,
Ky). Mary Boone Bryan was a daughter of Squire
and Sarah Morgan Boone and the sister of Daniel
Boone. In 1755 she married William Bryan, who
was one of the founders of Bryants Station, near
Lexington. While she and her family lived there,
four members of her family met tragic deaths. Her
husband and their son William Jr. were killed by

his response, to have Bryan travel to Cincinnati.
She arrived by train at Cincinnati's Grand Central
Station on Tuesday January 28, 1896.
Two days later, on a cold and foggy morning,
John Hewling was walking across a field along Al
exandria Pike (U.S. 27) on property owned by

Shortly after the tragedies, Mary moved with her
remaining family back to North Carolina but later
returned to Kentucky and settled on a farm near

ter reservoir in Fort Thomas. The reservoir was
drained, but no head was found.

The body, meanwhile, was shipped to New
port, where an autopsy was performed by a team
led by Dr. Robert Carothers. The woman was
discovered to have been pregnant, and cocaine was
found in her stomach. It took several days to dis
cover her identity. The identification occurred
when police traced the manufacturer of her shoes
to Greencastle, Ind., and from there to her family.
Jackson was arrested that same evening, after
police had learned of a letter that referred to Jack
son's part in the pregnancy. A friend of Jackson,
Alonzo Walling, who appeared to be mentally
challenged, was arrested the next day as an acces
sory. Jackson and Walling had become friends in
dental school.

BRYAN, MARY BOONE (b. ca. November 10,

Indians, and sons John and Abner died of disease.

The county deputy sheriff and other law en
forcement investigators, including coroner Bob
Tingley, were summoned and found what appeared
to be signs of a struggle and a pool of blood at the
woman's feet. When Tingley turned the body over,
he pulled her dress down, revealing that the wom
an’s head was missing Officials searched the sur
rounding area for it. Bloodhounds were called out
and trailed the scent to the nearby Covington wa

Kentucky. Alexandria, Ky. Self-published, 1997.

Mattie and Katherine. He served as a state senator

from 1885 to 1887 and as lieutenant governor un

place. Hewling said they often had to run women
out of the field.

Col. John Lock, for whom he worked. He noticed a

woman on the ground. He later said that he did not
know whether she was drunk or dead. The body
was found in an isolated spot that young women
and soldiers from the nearby Fort Thomas Mili
tary Reservation sometimes used as a trysting

Walling told police that Jackson had wanted to
perform an abortion on Pearl Bryan but decided
instead to poison her, trying to make her death ap
pear to be a suicide. A Campbell Co. grand jury
indicted Walling and Jackson on February 13,
1896, for murder. Most of the police effort concen
trated on trying to persuade the men to confess
and to reveal the location of Bryan's missing head.
Police even took Jackson and Walling to the
funeral home where the woman's headless body
had been laid out in her high school graduation
dress. Pearl's sister begged the two men to disclose
what happened to her head, but they showed no
emotion and declared their innocence.

Scott Jackson was the first to be tried. His trial

lasted from April 21 to May 14, 1896. Part of the
sensational medical testimony was the belief that
Bryan had been alive during part of the decapita
tion. Jackson insisted on his innocence, saying he
was involved only after she was dead. The jury,
however, found Jackson guilty.
Walling's trial was scheduled and ran from
May 29 to June 18, 1896, with the prosecution cit
ing the same basic information used in convicting
Jackson. Walling was found guilty and sentenced
to death. The police at the Newport jail had to
place special guards on duty to handle threats of
lynching.
In an ironictwist, Jackson and Wallingbecame
local celebrities, attracting curious visitors to the
jail cell. They spent the Christmas holidays in the
Newportjail with visitors, especially young women,
bringing cakes, cookies, and other presents. The
jail eventually had to restrict visitors to prevent in
terference with regular jail activities.
The execution date was set for May 20, 1897, the
men were scheduled to die by hanging in the jail's
courtyard. Since the local authorities had limited

BUENA VISTA

experience with hangings, an expert from Lexing
ton was brought in, along with the Bracken Co.
sheriff, who had overseen a recent hanging. The ex
ecution was set for 9:00 a.m., and it was only a little
later than that when Jackson and Walling were
brought out, having been delayed a few minutes for
final talks with religious advisers. Jackson is said to

have commented that Walling was not guilty of
murder, causing local authorities to telegraph Ken
tucky governor William Bradley (1895–1899) to ask
whether the executions should be delayed. That in
quiry put off the execution for only a few minutes,
however, as local officials continued to demand the

whereabouts of Pearl Bryan's head.
The execution resumed. Jackson was asked if

he had any final comments. Witnesses reported

to remain in adjacent Mason Co. or other places
along their route.
tucky Constitutional Convention in 1799 and a
member of the state legislature. He lived in Au
gusta with his wife Tabitha Daniel of Port Royal,
Va. According to local tradition, Buckner disliked
the influx of settlers into Augusta and soon moved

crafted the lathe and two steam engines utilized at
the steam-powered ironworks, once located in
Newport along W. Sixth St. The ornamental iron
gates and fences that Buecker manufactured
adorned many Newport properties, as well as oth
ers in adjacent counties and cities. Through the
years, the firm also made sewing machines for tai
lor shops and industrial items such as grates, cat

farther inland in Bracken Co. to Powersville. At

walks, handrails, and ladder racks. War-related

Powersville he constructed a hunting lodge for fox
hunts, and he lived at the lodge until his death.

ironwork was performed by Buecker Iron Works
during the Civil War, the Spanish-American War,

Buckner was buried about one-half mile from the

and both World Wars.

center of the village of Powersville on Goose Ln.
He was the grandfather of Buckner Stith Morris,
who became the second mayor of Chicago during

Henry F. Buecker was the family member in the
next generation who led the business. The sheriff of
Newport, Jule Plummer, drew upon Buecker's ex
pertise in iron-working in 1897. During the con
struction of an unusual gallows being built to facili
tate an unprecedented double hanging at Newport,
a special release mechanism was needed to en
sure that both trapdoors opened simultaneously.

Buckner was a member of the Second Ken

the 1830s.

that Jackson hesitated for a moment and then said

that he was not guilty of a crime for which he was
about to pay with his life. Walling also was asked
for any final comments and continued to maintain
his innocence. The final preparations were made,
and at 11:40 a.m. the trapdoors were sprung and
the two men were hanged. For the many people
involved in the police work, medical duties, and
legal matters, the Pearl Bryan case became the ma
jor event in their careers. Soon after the execution,
a ballad known by assorted titles, including “The
Ballad of Pearl Bryan" and “The Death of Pearl
Bryan,” became a popular folk song.
Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,
Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
“Head Cut Off" KP, February 1, 1896, 1.
Kuhnheim, Anthony W. The Pearl Bryan Murder

Story. Alexandria, Ky., Campbell Co. Historical
and Genealogical Society, 1996.
The Mysterious Murder of Pearl Bryan. Cincinnati,
Ohio: Barclay, 1896.

Reis, Jim. “Infamy Followed Killers of Young Preg
nant Woman,” KP, June 6, 2005, 4K.

. “A Particularly Foul Murder–Shoe Key Piece

of Evidence in Case,” KP, January 29, 1996,4K.

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of

Bracken County. Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky:
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.
Caroline R. Miller

BUDDHISTS. The introduction of the world

wide religion known as Buddhism into Northern
Kentucky began with William Dometrich and his
wife Barbra. Teachers and practitioners of U.S.
Chito Ryu Karate, the Dometriches operate the
Yoseikan So-Honbu at 22 Martin St. in Covington.
Their dojo (karate school) was begun in 1963. In
the late 1980s a zendo was added to the dojo, since
William Dometrich is an ordained Zen Buddhist

priest. The following and tending of the zendo was
sporadic during the 1980s, and although the zendo
still exists, it is no longer in use. The karate school
and the karate organization remain strong today,
however.

In April 2002 Heesoon Choi opened the Go
mang Meditation and Dharma Center Inc., as a
Dharma Center of the Gelug Tradition of Tibetan
Buddhism. Heesoon was inspired to open the cen
ter after the death of her husband, wholefther with
an inheritance. Both had been followers of Bud

Jim Reis

dhism. It was this inheritance that partially funded
the creation of the center. The Gomang Meditation

BUCKNER, PHILIP (b. 1747, Caroline Co., Va.;

and Dharma Center was housed in an old school

d. 1830, Powersville, Ky.) The generosity of Philip
Buckner, a Revolutionary War soldier, was pri
marily responsible for the December 1797 found
ing of Augusta in Bracken Co. Buckner donated
600 acres in Bracken Co. and posted a $1,000 bond
for the purpose of organizing a frontier town.
Much of the land he owned in Kentucky had origi
nated in land grants for his service during the
Revolutionary War as a commissary officer in Vir
ginia. In 1781 more than 7,000 acres of land were
granted to him in Lincoln, Jefferson, and Bracken
counties of Kentucky, as recorded in the Virginia
land office at Richmond. A portion of this land
formed a corridor from Germantown through
Brooksville and past Powersville. When Buckner
decided to come to Kentucky and make the Ohio
River town of Augusta his permanent home, he re
portedly brought with him 40 families from Vir
ginia, by way of the Midland Trail, also known as
the Warrior Trail. Not all the families traveling

house in Independence that was renovated and re

with Buckner entered Bracken Co., as some chose
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zoned for the center. The resident teacher, Geshe

Jinpa Sonam, was a Tibetan philosophy scholar
who officiated at services, gave talks, and guided
meditations. The center remained active until

2004, when Geshe Jinpa Sonam left. Since then
services have no longer been held. A Zen center
operates in Cincinnati.
“The Sensei–Boone County Deputy Is Zen Buddhist
Leader.” KP, May 1, 2003, 5K.
David J. Ebacher

Buecker fabricated this item for the sheriff. The sub

sequent legendary double execution of Alonzo
Walling and Scott Jackson in May 1897, after
they were convicted in the murder of Pearl Bryan,
was the last public hanging in Campbell Co.
The Buecker Iron Works then passed to third
generation family member Ernst V. Buecker; fourth
generation brothers Robert V, and Ernst H. Buecker
subsequently continued the trade. Robert is cred
ited with introducing modern hydraulicmachinery
to the business, and he also received a patent for the
steel joist system he invented. Extensive property
damage to the ironworks resulted from a fire in
1964, yet the family business endured.
Fifth-generation siblings David Buecker and
Linda Buecker Velten then carried on the family
tradition. Their talents as graphic artists benefited
the company as they created new products: custom
designed furniture, including tables, chairs, and
headboards; and artistic home and garden accesso
ries. These Buecker artisans sustained the personal
ized craftsmanship of their predecessors. The busi
ness also housed the Robert W. Buecker Gallery,
which opened in 2003, showcasing Buecker prod
ucts and the work of other local artists.
Buecker Iron Works reached a milestone in

2008, celebrating a century and a halfoſcommerce
in Newport. However, that same year proved bit
tersweet as declining sales led to closure of the his
toric establishment. Many of the quality loop-and
spear-style gates crafted by Buecker Iron Works
more than a century ago still remain throughout
the region. The skilled work of this family is often
recognized by the signature cast-iron medallion
bearing the Buecker name.
“Fire Hits 106-Year-Old Plant; Loss May Reach
$75,000," KP February 12, 1964, 1.

BUECKER IRON WORKS. Few businesses in

Kreimer, Peggy. “Honoring Tireless Trades," KP, July
31, 2001, 1K.

Kentucky can claim the longevity of Buecker Iron
Works. Even fewer have been continuously owned
and operated by a single family. The founder of this
business, German immigrant Ernst Buecker, first
obtained employment in a Cincinnati machine
shop but subsequently established his own iron
working business in Newport in 1858. He hand

Moores, Lew. “Iron Family Ties in Newport." SC,
April 17, 2005, 1C.

Judy L. Neff
BUENAVISTA. One of Newport's nine neighbor.
hoods, Buena Vista is located in the city's heavily
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populated West End. In 1846 Gen. James Taylor
Jr. surveyed this addition to Newport's residential
area, naming the neighborhood after the climactic
Mexican War battle in which his cousin Zachary

Taylor's outnumbered troops soundly defeated
Santa Anna's forces. With the exception of the four
blocks laid out as house lots along the south side of
Mayo (Seventh) St. west of Isabella St., the city's
residential area had not been extended beyond its
original limits of Jefferson (Sixth) St. and the east
side of Columbia St.

Newport's rapid industrialization during the
1840s called for more housing lots to accommo
date the city's recent growth. Trustees annexed the
31-acre Licking River factory row in 1845, then 27
acres known as the Ohio River factory row in 1846,
and an additional 10-acre, three-block area be

passes most of that original tract. The neighbor
hood's current boundaries run from Monmouth

St. to the Licking River and from 12th St. to the
south side of Ninth St. Representing the citizens of
Newport's largest neighborhood, the group main
tains an active role in the NCAC, though the West
End's considerable population is also represented
by a recently formed independent group known as
the West Side Citizens Coalition.

City of Newport. “Comprehensive Plan for the City of
Newport." www.newportky.gov (accessed July 26,

1996.

Janice Mueller

Washington J. Berry, who had also served as at

Miami rivers. A buffalo trace ascended the west

side of the Licking River to Falmouth, where it
secting the Alanant-O-wamiowee.
In 1780 Capt. Henry Bird used the Licking
route to attack Ruddle's (Harrison Co.) and Mar

tin's (Bourbon Co.) stations in Kentucky (see Bird's
[Byrd's] War Road). His party of Canadians and
Indians traveled down the Great Miami River us

1986, 3K.

Indians called this trail the Alanant-O-wamiowee,

ingrafts, canoes, and horses. At Falmouth Bird left
his canoes and proceeded on foot. It took 11 days
to cut a wagon road to Ruddle's Station from Fal
mouth along the Licking trace.
The Dry Ridge Trace followed the drainage
divide between the Licking River to the east and
the Kentucky River to the west. It provided the
shortest route from Lexington and the central
bluegrass to the mouth of the Licking River. It was
little used until the white population began to in
crease just before 1780. Cincinnati was surveyed by
a troop of pioneers from Lexington who traveled
up the Dry Ridge Trace and then down Banklick
Creek to the mouth of the Licking. In time, a turn
pike and a railroad shared the Dry Ridge.
The Big Bone Lick—Blue Lick trail followed the
Dry Ridge Trace to Williamstown, where it moved

or Great Buffalo Path (see Warrior Trail). It fun

east down Lick Creek and then crossed the South

BUFFALO TRACES. American buffalo, bison,

which later made their way to Northern Kentucky,
are believed to have first crossed the Mississippi
River in the 15th century. As the buffalo moved
east, they created a system of paths, roads, traces,
and trails that described their annual movements.

In prehistoric times mammoths and mastodons
used similar trails, and in later times, elk and even
deer utilized the trails.

Northern Kentucky was on the buffalo's path as
they moved south in late winter and early spring
from their winter range on the prairies of central
Ohio to their grazing sites in Central Kentucky. The

neled herds from the Little Miami River and the

Fork of the Licking River in southern Pendleton

Great Miami River in Ohio across the ford at the

Co. It continued on to the Great Buffalo Path near

mouth of the Licking River at Covington, from
which it followed the high ground along modern
Banklick St. in Covington south to the Banklick

Carlisle, which gave access to both the upper and
lower Blue Licks. This trail was quite old and was

Big Bone Trace passed through a large salt lick in
Kentucky later called Latonia Springs. The trace

used mostly by game and by hunters because it was
very rugged.
The Washington Trace was mentioned in the
1790s. It connected Washington in Mason Co.

continued on 15 miles to Big Bone Lick, where it

with the mouth of the Little Miami River across

was joined by two traces from the Great Miami
River that crossed the Ohio River at Petersburg and
at the mouth of Gunpowder Creek.
Access to salt was a major attraction of the por

torney on the Buena Vista addition, was another
distinguished resident of the neighborhood.
James Taylor died on November 7, 1848. In his
will he designated that another 120 acres owned by
him along the Licking River be set aside to allow
for Newport's future growth. Because this acreage
bordered Buena Vista, it became known by the
same name. Taylor's will also stipulated that the
tract not be partitioned immediately or hastily
sold, thus allowing for its unhurried development
during the late 19th century as part of Newport's

Creek. Five miles from the river, this Little Miami

West End.

tucky River. It then crossed the ford at Leestown,

In the late 1970s, the Buena Vista Neighbor
hood Association was established to represent its
citizens' interests as part of a larger grassroots or
ganization founded in 1976, the Newport Citi
zens Advisory Council (NCAC). This coalition
allowed citizens from each of Newport's neighbor
hoods to voice their concerns and provide input on
the city government's decisions on planning, zon
ing, code enforcement, and other relevant topics.
The Buena Vista Neighborhood Association not
only takes its name from James Taylor's 1846 sur
vey, and later addition to the city, but also encom

The Licking River route was particularly popu
lar with the American Indians, who used it to

crossed the river and continued on to Paris, inter

80-acre area that included 750 lots between Mon

bia Sts. The 20 quarter-acre lots and 2 half-acre lots
attracted some of the area's most prominent citi
zens and public servants. During the 1860s notable
residents who had constructed their elegant homes
on YorkSt. between Eighth and Ninth Sts. included
Newport's 12th mayor, Edward W. Hawkins; New
port Brewery owner August Constans; and Col.
William Whistler, a retired army veteran from the
War of 1812 who was also painter James Abbott
McNeill Whistler's uncle. James Taylor's cousin

where two or more traces crossed.

2006).

Fenhoff, Verna. Telephone interview by Jan Mueller,
July 27, 2006.
Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky., Otto Zimmerman,
Remlinger, Connie. "Council Marks Birthday—
Newport Group Remains Strong," KP, April 11,

and Ninth Sts. on Monmouth, York, and Colum

highways follow buffalo traces for all or part of
their length. Towns and cities often developed

transport game from their annual hunts in Central
Kentucky to their villages in Ohio along the two

tween Saratoga St. and Washington Ave. from
Sixth to Ninth Sts. in 1849. Annexed by the city in
1850, the Buena Vista addition encompassed an
mouth and Cabot St. (Central Ave.) from Ringgold
(Eighth St) south to Liberty St. (12th St). Because
many of the lots General Taylor surveyed mea
sured just one-fourteenth of an acre, his Buena
Vista addition was destined to have a dense popu
lation, capable of housing 4,125 new residents (at
5.5 persons per family).
Along with the rather small lots, General Tay
lor apportioned more spaciouslots between Eighth

small trees to axle height; the Limestone Trace be
came the Limestone Pike, the first improved sec
tion of road in the state. Virtually all of the major

near Frankfort, and continued east through

from Campbell Co. It was developed rather quickly
into a wagon road (see Washington Trace Rd.).
The buffalo and the civilizations living in the
region did not coexist for very long. The buffalo
were killed offin a short period after the arrival of
settlers and the growth of towns. The use of the
buffalo roads by other game ended about the same
time. The last buffalo in Pennsylvania was reported
in 1801, in Ohio in 1808, and in Kentucky in 1820.

Stamping Ground, Great Crossing, and George

It is estimated that buffalo were extinct east of the

town and on to Paris. The eastern section of the

Mississippi River by 1830. The waves of immi
grants who later used the buffalo traces neversaw a

tion of the Alanant-O-wamiowee that followed a

crescent-shaped outcrop of salt springs from Big
Bone Lick southwest to Drennon Licks on the Ken

Alanant-O-wamiowee followed a geologic fault
that produced a variety of saltsprings from the Up
per Blue Licks to the Lower Blue Licks (see Blue
Licks) and then on to Mayslick, Washington, and
the Ohio River at Limestone (Maysville).
The eastern portion of the buffalo trail pro
vided the best early road to the Bluegrass region

buffalo.

Belue, Ted Franklin. The Long Hunt—Death of the
Buffalo East of the Mississippi. Mechanicsburg,

and was known as the Limestone Trace. A buffalo

Pa.; Stackpole Books, 1996.
Jillson, Willard Rouse. Pioneer Kentucky. Frankfort,
Ky: Standard, 1934.

trace was converted to a wagon road by cutting the

Joseph F. Gastright
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BUFFINGTON SPRINGS. American Indi

The development of the Covington-Newport

tional small builder. However, as demand for hous

ans from Kentucky and Ohio are believed to have
come to what later was known as Buffington
Springs in central Kenton Co. possibly centuries
before Europeans arrived. The Indians attributed
miraculous healing properties to the waters there.
The early European settlers also promoted the
medical benefits of these springs. C. F. Reid, a mis
sionary to China, named the springs Ke-o-me-zu,
which supposedly means in Chinese "sparkling
waters." The springs were renamed Buffington
Springs by the later owner Rev. George Nicholas
Buffington, a West Virginia-born Methodist min
ister. His family was also a partner in the Lovell &
Buffington Tobacco Company of Covington, and
when Buffington died in 1917, he was the president
of the Citizens Bank of Erlanger. He owned much

Bellevue riverfront has also stimulated investment

ing increased, some of the once-small builders
grew larger themselves and opened subdivisions in
the suburbs, a number of them in multiple loca

of the valuableland in Kenton and Boone counties.

The three Buffington springs were named Al
pha, Bonanza, and Climax, and Buffington adver
tised different healing benefits for each. Claims
were made that the waters were effective against
almost every ailment known to man. Similar min
eral springs located throughout the country be
came popular medical vacation sites, until their
claims were proved false by scientific research. The
Buffington Springs were located beside the Queen
and Crescent Railroad (see Cincinnati Southern

Railroad), along what is today Garvey Ave. in Els
mere. In 1910 the hotel at the springs was destroyed
by fire, never to reopen. As late as 1950, the three
springs still existed but were capped with zinc
plates. Other popular Northern Kentucky health
resorts were the Southgate Mineral Wells, south of
Newport, owned and operated by the Southgate
family; Latonia Springs, south of Covington; and
Blue Licks, south of Maysville.
“Erlanger–Funeral," KTS, November 21, 1917, 20.
Kentucky Death Certificate No. 39823, for the year
1917.

Where Cooling Breezes Blow: Summer Tourist
Spots on the Queen and Crescent Route and Its
Connection Lines. Cincinnati: General Passenger

Department, Queen and Crescent Route, 1894.

in office, entertainment, and residential venues

(see Covington, Downtown). Developments at
both the riverfront and the airport have included
commercial ventures; shopping and service facili
ties have sprung up along the riverfrontin particu
lar. Prominent among the local commercial con
tractors involved in this boom in commercial

building are Ashley Development; Century Con
struction; the EGC Corp.; Klenco, Milay, and
Company; and Pilot Construction. There are also
many local contractors providing light commer
cial and office construction in Northern Kentucky.
Available statistics estimate that commercial/

industrial construction in Northern Kentucky
from 1985 to 2004 reached values of $8 billion for

BUILDING,

COMMERCIAL. Commercial

building in the counties of Boone, Campbell, and
Kenton expanded greatly after World War II, with
a special impetus due to the location in Northern
Kentucky of the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky
International Airport. The airport was founded
during World War II as a training field for military
pilots but soon became a powerful economic engine
for the region. Near the airport there are now high
end industrial parks, notably those built by the Cor
porex and Paul Hemmer companies, that are free

Company (see Ralph Drees), Fischer Homes, Ar
linghaus Builders, and Finke Homes, have now
produced a large number of homes in the region.
The Drees Company and Fischer Homes have also
become major national home builders. Others
have become custom builders with fewer units but

very large homes, while some remain small both in
volume and in thesize of the homes they erect.
The tight-money building depression of 1974–
1975 slowed the construction industry's output of
new homes. Interest rates soared to 10.5 percent,
and unemployment hit the industry. Recovery

new construction and $2 billion for remodeling.
The ripple effect in providing local jobs, local taxes,
and income is, of course, significant, and addi
tional continuing economic benefits derive from
the operation of these new industrial/commercial

came at the close of the 1970s with the advent of

facilities.

In the early 1980s, the bad news was the com
bination oftight money, skyrocketing interestrates
of 16–18 percent, continuing double-digit inflation
(but this time making a negative impact through
higher interest rates for construction loans), and a
rise in the cost of energy. These factors together
helped bring the industry to its knees. Housing
starts plummeted; some builders stopped build
ing, others turned to remodeling, and some went
out of business. Northern Kentucky's savings and
loan associations, prime sources for home loans,
were under duress. While Kentucky's usury laws
limited loan rates, the federal government entered

Home Builders Association of Northern Kentucky.
Industry Standard. Fort Mitchell: Home Builders
Association of Northern Kentucky, 2001.
Wiedeman, Donald M. Milestones and Memories:

The Heartbeat of Housing in Northern Ken
tucky. Fort Mitchell: Home Builders Association of
Northern Kentucky, 2001.
Donald M. Wiedeman

BUILDING, RESIDENTIAL. Although home
building had always been an important industry,
it became especially significant economically after
World War II (1941–1945). Two decades of eco

nomic depression and war, the 1930s and 1940s,
had stymied development and construction, but
now in Northern Kentucky, as well as nationwide,
new homes were being built in increasing num
bers. Many returning veterans bought homes with
government loans and moved with their families
to suburbs.

While the Greater Cincinnati Airport was in

Jack Wessling

tions. Some of these builders, such as the Drees

the initial planning stage, there was always con
cern that the impetus of the ongoing building
boom in Northern Kentucky might shift north
ward to Cincinnati if the airport was built in Ohio
instead of Kentucky. It was clear that if opponents
to locating the airport in Kentucky were success
ful, the prospects for home building in Northern
Kentucky would be dimmed. In 1947, however, the
airport (later named Cincinnati/Northern Ken
tucky International Airport) was completed in

double-digit inflation. Home values increased
faster than inflation: the average home that sold for
$25,000 in 1970 was selling for $68,000 or more by
1979.

the money markets with Treasury bills paying
higher rates of interest than the savings and loans
were permitted to offer. Thus, the source of money
for mortgage loans dried up, and what loans were
available came at rates as high as 18 percent. Calls
went out to the federal government to cut spend
ing, including entitlement programs and Social
Security cost-of-living increases, which contrib
uted to the federal debt by tapping money once
available for housing. In an initiative termed “Call
to Action,” builders expressed support for the cam
paign by mailing to members of Congress two-by
four-inch pieces of lumber inscribed with appro
priate messages. Their actions also caught the
attention of the media. The nation and the build

ing industry began to change their way of doing
business as politicians now were pressured to help

the building industry through legislation.

home grown; that is, they were small-volume build

Fundamental changes in the building business
were evident. The recession had put some builders
and suppliers out of business; others simply
stopped building new homes. Soon, the survival
word in the industry was "diversify," and many

standing multitenant industrial buildings. Built in

ers who grew up and lived in the area. A few came

builders, because of the severe recession in the

recent years, they accommodate foreign and do
mestic firms that require convenient access to an
airport and to the interstate highways that criss
cross the region. Commercial construction also
produced suburban shopping centers and malls, in
cluding the Newport Shopping Center, Florence

from Germany, though, including George and
Nick Kreutzjans, Anthony Erpenbeck, and Matthew
Toebben. The first large-volume builder was a Cin
cinnati company owned by Marvin Warner and
named Liberty Construction. It began operations
in Northern Kentucky in 1964, causing concern
about its impact on the industry and on the tradi

single-family housing market, went into new areas
of building. They expanded their business activity
in home improvement and invested in light com
mercial, apartment, and duplex projects. Some es

Mall, and Crestview Hills Town Center.

Boone Co.

Originally, Northern Kentucky builders were

tablished other businesses, such as car washes or

furniture stores. Builders previously had employed
their own crews for carpentry, bricklaying, drywall,
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BULLITTSBURG BAPTIST CHURCH

painting, concrete finishing, and other tasks, but
now subcontracting became the norm rather than
the exception. With new policies governing over
time, benefits, and overhead, builders could con

trol their costs better by the use of subcontractors.
Another significant change in the housing in
dustry was in the types of financing used to purchase
homes. Whereas the fixed mortgage had been the
traditional method of financing a home, creative
financing now introduced such concepts as buy
downs and down-payment escrow accounts. Then
came ARMs (adjustable rate mortgages), renegotia
ble mortgage rates, points, balloons, and many other
new ways to finance homes. Home mortgages were
made exempt from state usury laws that set alimiton
interest, and the federal government changed the
structure and functions of financial institutions. No

longer were savings and loans the primary source of
mortgages. Mortgage bankers, banks, and others
took a more prominent role in the home mortgage
market. Thus, savings and loans (see Savings and
Loan Associations) entered the consumer market

and competition determined the rates. The merging
of banks and savings and loan institutions followed.
The typical home buyer was in a better finan
cial position than before. Home owners, who had
benefited from increased equity values in older
homes due to inflation in the late 1970s, found

themselves with cash for a variety of needs and
wants. The “trade up"home market resulted in sus
tained high levels of sales as well as mortgage bor
rowing that reached astronomical proportions.
The benefits of homeownership included the mort
gage interest tax deduction (which later came un
der attack in the U.S. Congress), the increase in
equity, and the appreciation of value due to infla
tion. All of these influences fueled additional

spending for consumer luxuries, including newer
and more expensive housing.
Home building generates substantial local eco
nomic activity, including income, jobs, and reve
nue for local governments. The economic impact
of construction in Northern Kentucky has been
measured in terms of its influence on jobs, wages,
local taxes, and user charges and fees generated by
the actual development, construction, and sale of
the home during the year of construction. The rip
ple effect includes wages and profits distributed
during the construction period and spent by local
workers and business owners on locally supplied
goods and services; the recycling of those business
owners' incomeback into the community, produc
ing more jobs, wages, and taxes to the community;
the money the new home occupantspends on items
produced by local businesses; and so on.
The construction of 100 single-family homes
typically produces more than $10 million in local
income, approximately $850,000 in local taxes,
and 253 local jobs. Additional recurring, less di
rect impacts of building these homes include
nearly $2.4 million in local income, $393,000 in
local taxes, and 476 local jobs.
Home Builders Association of Northern Kentucky.
Industry Standard. Fort Mitchell: Home Builders
Association of Northern Kentucky, 2001,

Wiedeman, Donald M. Milestones and Memories:

The Heartbeat of Housing in Northern Ken
tucky. Fort Mitchell: Home Builders Association of
Northern Kentucky, 2001.
Donald M. Wiedeman
BULLITTSBURG BAPTIST CHURCH. One
of the few scattered settlements on the Ohio River

in Boone Co. during the pioneer era was located at
Bullitt's Bottom, where the Bullittsburg Baptist
Church, the first organized church of any kind in
Northern Kentucky, was constituted in June 1794.
The area was still vulnerable to Indian attacks at

the time. John Taylor, who was a frontier Baptist
preacher—farmer, was present at the church's found
ing. A few months later, his family moved to the
area so that he could become the first preacher for
the church. Taylor remained at the church for seven
years, though he never became the official pastor.
In his 1823 A History of Ten Baptist Churches,
he describes frontier Baptist churches in Virginia
and Kentucky; his text is especially detailed in its
portrayal of the Bullittsburg Baptist Church and
many of its early members.
The congregation erected its first house of wor
ship in 1797. During the great religious revival re
ferred to as the Second Great Awakening, which
began in 1800, more than 100 persons made pro
fessions of faith, were baptized, and became mem
bers of the Baptist church at Bullittsburg. Follow
ing the revival, the Bullittsburg Baptist Church
helped start churches in various communities
throughout the county. The church held revivals
frequently during the 19th century. At the start of
1811, 21 persons were received for baptism; by the
first of November of that year, 170 members had
been added. During the latter part of 1817 and the
first part of 1818, 165 persons were baptized at the
church. Through the joint labors of James Dicken,
Absalom Graves, and Robert Kirtley, in 1823 and
1824, 118 persons were baptized and joined the
church. In 1853, 54 individuals became members,

mainly through the preaching of James A. Kirtley.
The Bullittsburg Baptist Church admitted its
first African American member in 1797. It received

many slaves into its membership over the years, as
did many other local churches. At one time, the
Bullittsburg Baptist Church had more than 100
African American members. In 1829, according to
the church's record book, the congregation con
sisted of 190 whites and 89 blacks. This practice of
nondiscrimination at the Bullittsburg Baptist

met for worship only once a month. The church at
Bullittsburg was the largest and most influential
Baptist church in Northern Kentucky during the
early 19th century. Three pastors, Robert and
James A. Kirtley and J.W. Campbell, led the church
for more than 100 years.
Church records show that during the 19th cen
tury, 1,170 individuals joined the church; the Bul
littsburg church helped constitute eight other Bap
tist churches; the Bullittsburg church licensed 27
of its members to preach; and it ordained 16 minis
ters and 21 deacons and appointed 14 church clerks.
In 1873 the Bullittsburg Baptist Church built an
outdoor baptismal pool by the side of an overflow
ing spring at the entrance of the church property. It
is made of stone in the shape of a keyhole, and its
steps descend at the small end of the keyhole. The
church members refer to it as “the Pool," and it con

tinues in use today.
In 1944 the Bullittsburg Baptist Church be
gan having services every Sunday, both morning
and evening, for the first time in its history. It was
also in the 1940s that electricity became available
for the church meetinghouse. Between 1945 and
1955, more than 75 members were added to the

congregation.

Among the other Baptist churches in Northern
Kentucky that the Bullittsburg Baptist Church
helped start are the Dry Creek Baptist Church in
Kenton Co. (1800), the Wolper's Creek Baptist
Church (1801), the Middle Creek Baptist Church,
now Belleview (1803), the Sand Run Baptist Church
(1819), and the Petersburg Baptist Church (1915).
"Bullittsburg Celebrates 185 Years of Service,” KP
June 2, 1979, 4K.

Kirtley, James A. History of Bullittsburg Church
with Biographies. Covington, Ky: Davis, 1872.
“180th Homecoming in Bullittsburg, KP, June 1,
1974, 14.K.

“174-Year Old Bullittsburg Congregation Still Build
ing," KP, November 30, 1968, 4K.
James R. Duvall
BULLITTSBURG/NORTH

BEND

BOT

TOMS. Bullittsburg and Bullittsville, two villages
located in northern Boone Co., just three miles
apart, can easily be confused: Bullittsville is three
miles east of Idlewild; and Bullittsburg, on Garri
son Creek, is one mile north of Idlewild. Bullitts

burg, once a part of Virginia, was named in honor
of the land's first claimant, Capt. Thomas Bullitt
(1734–1782). In 1773, Bullitt, a veteran of the

Church continued until after the Civil War, when

French and Indian War, was surveying the land

separate churches for whites and African Ameri
cans were organized.
For the first century of the church's existence, a
local family, the Kirtleys, were its main leaders. Jer
emiah Kirtley came to the area from Virginia. His
son Robert, when he died at age 86, had been a
member of the church for 61 years and had served
as the church's pastor for half a century. Robert's
son James A. Kirtley aided his father and later pas
tored at the Bullittsburg Baptist Church for many
years. James also pastored the Big Bone Baptist
Church in Boone Co. for many years; he was able
to do so because the churches at that time usually

in the north bend of the Ohio River that he had re

ceived in a land grant. He selected a site near the
mouth of Sand Run Creek as a likely location for a
town. Shortly thereafter, Bullitt left the area and
never returned to Kentucky. Twenty-four years
later, Revolutionary War colonel Cave Johnson
(1760–1850) platted a 100-acre site, originally
called Bullitt's Bottom (now North Bend Bottoms),

but the town of Bullittsburg was never built (see
Cave Johnson House). The name Bullittsburg
survives, however, in the still-functioning Bul
littsburg Baptist Church, founded here in 1794.
The little settlement in that bend on the Ohio River
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In 1799, when Boone Co. was established,

Bullittsville Christian Church met for nearly
one year in the Masonic and Grange Hall before
dedicating a new $4,000 church building in 1879.
There was a private school located next to the

could accommodate seating for up to 400. W. S.
Keene served for four years as the first pastor of the

Johnson was appointed clerk of the County Court,
and the county's first court was held at his home.

Christian Church, on the second floor of the

church.

Grange Hall, a two-story frame building that was

Later, he was commissioned a colonel of the militia

torn down in 1955. A current resident of Bullitts

and subsequently a justice of the peace. In 1833 he

ville has the Grange door, with its original peep
hole, as well as the yellow poplar and yellow pine
beams that held up the suspended ceiling. In 1883

Like many Protestant churches of the time, the
Bullittsville Christian Church prohibited dancing,
gambling, and playing cards. In early days, services
were held about once a month, but the schedule

there was a one-room schoolhouse located on the

The second minister was R. L. Howe, who was later

hill toward Burlington. One of the teachers was
Anna Engle. When the school burned down in
1941, the students began attending a consolidated
school in Burlington.
In 1878 C. S. Basley opened a general store in
town. His grandfather was the first Democrat from
Boone Co. elected to the state legislature. Another

followed in the post by his brother W. J. Howe. By

was one of the few early scattered settlements in
Northern Kentucky, and at first the threat of In
dian attacks was constant.

became sheriff of Boone Co. He built a brick house

in Boone Co. overlooking the Ohio River in about
1797 (a structure listed on the National Register of
Historic Places in 1988) and spent time visiting a
friend, future U.S. president William Henry Har
rison (1841), who lived directly across the river.
Gen. John Brown (1752–1824), also a Revolu

tionary War veteran, built the Sugar Grove Plan
tation on land obtained from a land grant in
North Bend Bottoms near Garrison Creek. Zebu

1880 the first church building was constructed at
a cost of $4,000. The sizable new frame structure

often changed when a new minister began serving.

1910, the Bullittsville Christian Church consisted

of about 100 members. The pastor was Edger Riley
of Burlington. During this year, the original struc
ture, insured for about $2,200, was struck by light
ening and destroyed. At the next meeting of the
church, held at the nearby Mount Pleasant Church,

store in town, the Marshall store, also served as the

it was decided to rebuild the Bullittsville church

on the original site. According to the original deed

A gristmill, where farmers ground their oats,
corn, and wheat, was located nearby on Garrison
Creek; two huge millstones were later found in the
creek, which had been dammed for a mill pool. A
millstone was reportedly seen there in the 1960s,
but now there is nothingleft to determine the grist

post office. In the mid-1900s, the Engle Grocery
operated in a long building that still sits by the
bridge at Graves Rd. and is now a private residence.
A blacksmith shop was nearby. With the decline of
agriculture in the rural community, Bullittsville
lost its commercial importance, and its residents
began leaving the farm to work in the city.
At 5:37 p.m. on April 3, 1974, a three-square
mile section of Bullittsville was damaged by a
strong tornado that took offawnings and shingles
and tore the roofs off buildings. Penningon's store
and its attached residence were completely de
stroyed. The tornado moved over the hill downto
ward the Ohio River, stripping all trees in its path.
Two electric towers were topped. When the funnel
hit a lake, a waterspout pulled all the water out un
til the bottom was visible. This tornado injured 20
people and damaged 50 homes and 20 barns in

mill's site.

Boone Co.

Cabot, Susan M., and Michael D. Rouse. Boone County.

Cabot, Susan M., and Michael D. Rouse. Boone County.

lon Montgomery Pike (1779–1834), the discov
erer of Pike's Peak, was visiting his maternal uncle
here when he met and married Clara Brown in
1801.

Even though books were scarce at North Bend
Bottoms, one of the first one-room schoolhouses

in Boone Co. was built there as early as 1808. It was
called, in succession, the Balsly School, the Crisler
School, and the North Bend School before it was

consolidated as a part of the Hebron School. In
October 1812, Elder James Hamilton Goss, from

Virginia, taught school in the original schoolhouse
at North Bend Bottoms.

Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia, 1998.

Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia, 1998.

Conrad, William, comp. The History of Boone
County Schools. Boone Co., Ky. Boone Co. Com
munity Educational Council, 1982.
Johnson, Cave. “The Early Days of Kentucky. Some
Reminiscences from the Life of Col. Cave Johnson,

Together with an Obituary Written at the Time of
His Death,” Boone County Recorder, February 1,

of the church, if the “lot ever ceases to be used for a

church, the lot shall be sold and the money given to
Midway Orphans School (today, Midway College,
Midway, Ky.]"The church still conducts its services
at the original site. A new church was built debt
free and dedicated on December 11, 1910. In 1921

the first parsonage was built in Hebron. It was later
sold, and the money was used to buy a lot for a new
parsonage.

In 1929 a missionary society was formed at the
church. Subsequent years saw the expansion of the
church building to accommodate Sunday school
and various fellowship activities including youth
camps and Boy Scout Troop sponsorships. By the
mid-1950s, the church averaged about 170 in Sun
day school and expansion was taking place. On
June 14, 1963, ground was broken for a new educa
tion building, and in late January 1974 the last ser
vice was held in the 1910 building. A new church
was built on that site and dedicated on February 2,
1975. In March 2003 the church called its first fe

Reis, Jim. “Tiny Unincorporated Towns Abound in

male minister, Trisch Standifur.

Boone,” KP, December 9, 1985, 4K.

Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons
to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.

Furnish, Emily, comp. A History of Bullittsville
Christian Church, 1979. Available at the Boone

Co. Public Library, Burlington, Ky.

Nancy J. Tretter

Robert Schrage

BULLITTSVILLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

BULLOCK, WILLIAM (b. ca. 1773, Birming
ham, England; d. March 7, 1849, London, England).

1877, i.

Lutes, Ann. A Brief History of Boone County Flor
ence, Ky: Boone Co. Historical Society, 1954.
Wilson, Noel. “Life in Boone County 100 Years Ago,"
Boone County Recorder, March 2, 1978, 10.
Nancy J. Tretter

BULLITTSVILLE. Bullittsville, located along

Ky. Rt. 20 in Boone Co., near Hebron, was settled
before 1794 and at the time called Corneliusville.
The town's name later became Mitchellsville, and

in 1853 it was changed to Bullittsville, in honor of
Capt. Thomas Bullitt, a veteran of the French and
Indian War who received a land grant in the area.
Considered one of the principal points of trade in
Boone Co., the community rapidly built up with
stores, churches, physicians offices, a post office
(1853–1918), schools, a sawmilland a gristmill, and
the Masonic (see Masons) and Grange Hall. The

The Bullittsville Christian Church, which was or
of Christ denomination. Elder W. S. Keene of

William Bullock, a renowned naturalist, collector,
museum curator, and businessman who was born

Lexington arranged the first meetings to discuss
creating a Christian Church in the Bullittsville
area of Boone Co. The site he proposed is located
on the Petersburg Pk. (Ky. Rt. 20). At the organiza
tional meeting on November 27, 1879, Keene
preached and conducted services and then led dis
cussions of his proposal to create a new church. By
the end of the meeting, the church was founded
with 19 members. A total of $1,205 was pledged to
construct a "meeting house." J. C. Jenkins of Pe
tersburg was selected as chairman of the elders and
James A. Davis of Hebron was chosen as secretary.
A few weeks later, on December 12, the meeting
was continued and 43 new members joined. In

in Birmingham, England, resided in Northern
Kentucky during the late 1820s and the 1830s and
proposed building a speculative town to be called
Hygeia. Although never built, Hygeia was one of
the most interesting new-town plans of the period,
either in America or Europe.
Bullock began as a silversmith and jeweler but
learned showmanship from his mother, who
created displays of wax figures. His brother was
George Bullock, a noted Regency cabinetmaker,
sculptor, and designer. The brothers were occa
sional artistic and business partners. William Bull
ock began collecting objects of art, natural science,
and history, which he exhibited in England in

ganized in 1879, is associated with the Disciples
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Bath, Birmingham, Leeds, Liverpool, Sheffield,
and elsewhere. In 1809 he moved to London, En

gland, where in 1812 he built the famous Egyptian
Hall museum in London's Piccadilly entertain

late 1830s but eventually returned to England. He
received little notice thereafter; perhaps the failed
Hygeia scheme and his long absence from London

out 2,855 batters. Seven times Bunning was se

had checked his momentum.

lected to the All-Star Baseball Team. He became

ment district. Bullock's London Museum (its for

only the second player in major league history to
Altick, Richard D. The Shows of London. Cambridge:

mal name), designed by P. F. Robinson, underwent

interior remodeling in 1819 by architect John
Buonarotti Papworth. Exotic Egyptian Revival ar
chitecture was utilized for novelty and commercial
appeal, but the museum also represented one of
the earliest attempts to arrange collections by sci
entific and educational principles and to exhibit
international plant and animal specimens in re
created vignettes, or habitats.
Bullock purchased Napoleon Bonaparte's trav
eling carriage (captured by the British in 1815, after
the Battle of Waterloo) and displayed it in his mu
seum and around Britain. In 1822–1823, Bullock
visited Mexico and returned to London to exhibit

his discoveries. On a second Mexican trip in 1826,
he and his wife returned via the United States. They
traveled up the Ohio River and, in 1827, visited
Cincinnati. The beauty and fertility of the region,
the ease of travel to it by steamboat, and the rapid
growth of Cincinnati greatly impressed Bullock.
The religious toleration of the country also ap
pealed to the Bullocks, who were Roman Catho
lics. Bullock purchased the nearly 1,000-acre Elm
wood estate of Northern Kentucky businessman
Thomas D. Carneal and planned to build Hy

Bullock, William. Sketch of a Journey through the
Western States of North America. London, 1827.

leagues. Bunning pitched a no-hitter against the

Costeloe, Michael P. William Bullock, Connoisseur

Detroit Tigers; and then, as a Philadelphia Philly,

and Virtuoso of the Egyptian Hall: Piccadilly to

he threw aperfect game (27 batters retired in a row)
against the New York Mets on June 21, 1964. Upon
his retirement from baseball in 1971, Bunning was
second on the all-time pitching strikeout list. After
his playing days, Bunning became a key figure in
the creation of the Major League Players Associa

Mexico (1773–1849). Bristol, UK: Univ. of Bristol,
2008.
. “William Bullock and the Mexican Connec

tion,” Mexican Studies/Estudios Mexicanos 22
(Summer 2006): 275–309.

Shepperson, Wilbur S. “William Bullock—An Ameri
can Failure,” Bulletin of the Historical and Philo

Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.
Patrick Snadon

downriver and across from Cincinnati (the loca

bar in 1991. Also in 1991 he served as alaw clerk for

tion of present-day Ludlow). Returning briefly to
London, Bullock retained J. B. Papworth to design
the elegant town plan and promoted it in his publi
cation Sketch of a Journey through the Western
States of North America.

the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Eastern District
of Kentucky and began his tenure in that office as
an assistant U.S. attorney. In August 2001, it was
announced that he was a presidential selection as a
judge in the U.S. Sixth District Court; in Septem

Bullock made a declaration of intent to become

ber 2001, his nomination was sent to the U.S. Sen

a U.S. citizen, a move that argues for his intent to
remain; yet the Hygeia plan insensitively proposed
a row of houses to be built between the existing
house at Elmwood and its river view, a plan that
perhaps calls Bullock's long-term motives into
question. Bullock also planned a museum for Hy
geia. While promoting Hygeia, Bullock and his

ate; and the Senate confirmed his appointment in
February 2002. Based in Covington, he holds court

famous “Pandemonium" (or view of hell) that she

and her artist friend Auguste Hervieu created for
the Western Museum in Cincinnati.

Given his ability to attract crowds, Bullock
surely felt he could lure investors and residents to
Hygeia from both Great Britain and the United
States. In the end, however, histown failed to mate
rialize. In 1831 he sold 710 acres and the house at

Elmwood to Israel Ludlow Jr. and moved to a cot

tage on the remaining, eastern portion of his es
tate. In 1836 he sold the rest of the property. He
may have resided in the Cincinnati area until the

tion. In 1996 he was elected to the Baseball Hall of

He began his political career in 1977 by being
elected to the City Council of Fort Thomas, and
two years later he was elected to the Kentucky State
Senate as a Republican. In 1983 he ran forgovernor
of Kentucky, losing to Martha Layne Collins.
However, three years later, Bunning was elected to
the U.S. House of Representatives from the Fourth
District of Kentucky, succeeding longtime Repub
lican congressman Gene Snyder. Bunning held his
congressional seat for 12 years and served on vari
ous committees, including Banking and Ways and
Means. He was chair of the Social Security Sub
committee. As a member of the U.S. House, Bun

ning voted for the impeachment of Democratic
president William Clinton (1993–2001); and just a
month later, having been elected a U.S. senator
from Kentucky in 1998, he also voted on the
charges in Clinton's U.S. Senate trial. After his elec
tion to the U.S. Senate in 1998, he immediately
won a seat on the Finance Committee, becoming
the first Kentuckian to serve on this important
committee in 40 years. Bunning has also served on
the U.S. Senate's Budget and Energy committees.

about one week each month at the federal court

In 2004 he won reelection to the U.S. Senate in

house in Pikeville,

a close election. He married Mary Catherine Theis,
and they have 9 children, one of whom is U.S. Dis
trict Judge David Bunning, and 35 grandchildren.

Harden, Crystal. “Bunning Begins Federal Judgeship,”
KP, March 28, 2002, 2K.

United States Department of Justice. “Office of Legal
Policy." www.usdoj.gov (accessed November 8,
2006).
The White House. “Presidential Nomination." www

whitehouse.gov/news/nominations/72.html (ac
cessed November 8, 2006).

Jim Bunning, U.S. Senator for Kentucky. http://bun
ning senate.gov (accessed March 6, 2006).
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
The National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum.

"Bunning, Jim." www.baseballhalloffame.org (ac
cessed March 6, 2006).

cinnati bazaar, whose exotic architecture echoed

his Egyptian Hall (which itself briefly contained a
bazaar in 1819). Bullock may also have encouraged
Trollope in her creation of exhibitions, such as the

Boston Red Sox on July 20, 1958, while with the

Fame.

sophical Society of Ohio 19 (April 1961): 144–52.
Tenkotte, Paul A. “Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890," PhD diss.,

geia, a "small town of retirement,” on the site, just

art. Their visitors included English author Frances
Trollope, who left an account of the estate in her
book The Domestic Manners of the Americans.
Bullock may have influenced her ill-starred Cin

record 1,000 strikeouts and attain 100 wins in both

Harvard Univ. Press, 1978.

BUNNING, DAVID L. (b. July 14, 1966, Fort
Thomas, Ky). Federal district judge David Louis
Bunning is the son of U.S. Senator James P. “Jim”
Bunning and Mary C. Theis Bunning. David
Bunning grew up in Fort Thomas and graduated
from Newport Central Catholic High School
in 1984. Both his undergraduate (1988) and law
(1991) degrees are from the University of Kentucky
in Lexington. He was admitted to the Kentucky

wife lived at Elmwood and filled the house with

burgh (NL), and Los Angeles (NL). His career re
cord was 224 wins and 184 losses, and he struck

BUNNING, JIM (b. October 23, 1931, Coving.
ton, Ky.) James Paul David "Jim" Bunning, a base
ballplayer and a U.S. senator, grew up in Southgate.
In 1949 he graduated from St. Xavier High School
in Cincinnati, where he played football, basketball,
and baseball. After he completed his first year at
Xavier University in Cincinnati, on a basketball
scholarship, the Detroit Tigers signed him to a
baseball contract. He graduated from Xavier Uni
versity with a degree in economics in 1953 and
spent six years in the minor leagues as an intimi
dating right-handed side-arm pitcher. In 1955 he
made his major league debut and began a remark
able 17-year career, during which he played with
four teams: Detroit (AL), Philadelphia (NL), Pitts

Robert Schrage

BURLEIGH, WILLIAM R. “BILL" (b. Sep
tember 6, 1935, Evansville, Ind.). Editor and media

businessman Bill Burleigh is the son of Joseph
Charles and Emma Bertha Wittgen Burleigh. He
earned a BS in education from the University of
Wisconsin at Milwaukee in 1957. During the late
1970s Burleigh moved to suburban Cincinnati to
become the editor of the Cincinnati Post. When it

came time to build his retirement home, he bought
a farm in Boone Co., near Rabbit Hash, that over
looks the Ohio River.

Until 2009 Burleigh was chairman of the board
of the E. W. Scripps Company, a Cincinnati-based

BURLESQUE AND EXOTIC DANCING

media company that he joined as a reporter while
still attending high school. During his 50 years with
this media giant, he helped the company evolve
from its traditional newspaper roots into one of the
nation's leaders in cable network programming. He
began his career with the Evansville Press in 1951
and retired as the company's president and CEO in
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Rendezvous Club and in the 1960s at the Silver

2000. He has been honored with some of the media

might contain a valuable hidden prize of some sort.
Onstage were the eagerly anticipated performers.
Mabel Saintley became the country's first native
born burlesque star, appearing in Mme. Rintz's
Female Minstrels after 1880; the biggest star of the
early 20th century was Millie DeLeon, described
as an attractive brunette who brazenly tossed her
garters into the audience while occasionally ne

industry's highest awards, including induction into

glecting to wear tights. Her raunchy behavior

Robinson's Opera House in Cincinnati and gradu

the Indiana and Cincinnati Journalism halls of fame.

helped fill seats nationwide, as did the news of her
countless arrests, many of which were planned in

ally worked her way into burlesque. Sydell thor
oughly enjoyed playing at Cincinnati's Standard
Theater, because it gave her the opportunity to
spend the week with her family along Athey St. in
Covington. The Standard Theater knew how to
promote, for when Sydell was in town, the theater
held special Covington days to give Northern Ken
tucky boys a chance to see some local talent. She
married William Campbell and retired to her new
home in Brooklyn, N.Y.
Another Covington girl, Carrie Lee Finnell,
who was born at the turn of the century, traveled
the world, practicing the art. As “the girl with the
$100,000 legs,” Finnell became known as the origi
nator of the routine of twirling tassels in opposite
directions simultaneously. By 1916 she was listed
as an actress in the Covington city directory. She
began her career in theatrical groups in Covington
and Newport before heading off to Chicago. Later

Burleigh is also well known in the Indiana
Ohio-Kentucky tri-state business community for
his volunteer work and leadership. His service as

advance.

The burlesque performers considered them

chairman of the Greater Cincinnati Chamber of

selves comedians, it must be noted. After all, sev

Commerce was so much appreciated that the orga
honor business leadership. Likewise, the Scripps

eral male comics, wearing large top hats, were on
stage with them. The head comic was known as the
"top banana," and the others were ranked in

Howard Foundation created an annual award in

order–second banana, third banana, and so forth.

Burleigh's name to honor individuals for their dis
tinguished community service.
Devoted to the Catholic Church, Burleigh has
taken leadership roles in church matters, locally
and nationally. In 2002 he was named to the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops National Review
Board. Locally he was instrumental in the build
ing of a new All Saints Church in Walton. Burleigh

The higher the number, the more cream pies in the

nization created an annual award in his name to

married Catherine Anne Husted on November

28, 1964. He and his wife have three children, Da

vid, Sister Anne Catherine, O.P.; and Margaret
Brecount, plus six grandchildren.
Burleigh, Bill. Interview by Nancy J. Tretter, February
22, 2005, Burlington, Ky.
“William Robert Burleigh." In Marquis Who's Who,
2006. http://galenet.galegroup.com (accessed June
9, 2006).

Nancy J. Tretter
BURLESQUE AND EXOTIC DANCING. In

Northern Kentucky burlesque was represented by
occasional events and a few well-known perform
ers, but exotic dancing, a later form, could be found
in established clubs.

To burlesque is to satirize, spoof, or mock; thus,
any stage performance that does so may be called a
burlesque. Since the Civil War, however, the term
burlesque has related more specifically to the art of
striptease, in theatrical venues that emphasize the
scantily clothed, or fully unclothed, live female fig
ure. Burlesque, much like its more highbrow cousin
vaudeville, was performed by troupes that traveled
nationally for 40 weeks or more each year, mainly
visiting towns for only one week. The system as
sured an almost endless supply of new and—dare it
be said–raw talent to cycle through the classic
"burlyque” theaters in the sordid and seedy sections
of downtown urban America, supplying new blood
for newspaper ads, marquee writers, and, of course,
devotees of the art form. Ohio had more of these

burlesque palaces than any other state.
Outside the burlesque theater stood the barker,
attracting males with promises of gorgeous women
with great figures performing acts of unbelievable
contortion; inside, between acts, hawkers prowled
the aisles selling saltwater taffy and popcorn to the
crowd of gawkers, who knew that their purchase

face a comic received, and the more he was re

quired to slip on banana peels. Furthermore, the
girls could deliver funny lines as well as the men
could. Burlesque was a training ground, for this is
where people like George M. Cohan, W. C. Fields,
Al Jolson, Bert Lahr, Phil Silvers, and even Bob

Hope got their start. Acts were accompanied by an
orchestra pit full of union musicians. Once air
conditioning became available and was installed,
these emporiums advertised cool comfort along
with their other attractions.

Within the Northern Kentucky region, there
were no formal classic burlesque houses. However,
men and boys easily escaped across the Ohio River
to the Gayety Theater (an 1848-era church build
ing) in Cincinnation Vine St. near Ninth St. (where
part of the main library stands today), just up the
street from another burlesque house, the Standard
Theater at Vine St. and Central Pkwy. The other
similar establishment in Cincinnati was the Impe

Slipper and the Stardust clubs.
There were at least two statuesque women from
Northern Kentucky who entered the trade of strip
ping. By 1905 Covington native Rose Sydell (born
about 1870) had been an established national star

for some 14 years, and by 1910 she had her own
burlesque troupe. She began as a ballet dancer at

she danced at the Winter Garden Theater in New

York City as part of the famous Minsky's Bur
lesque, in Europe, and in her favorite town, New
Orleans. As late as 1963, she played at Newport's
Galaxie Club, called “Newport's only adult night
club,” as a singer. It was difficult to do without the
adulation heaped on her for so many years, so she
resorted to singing just to get on the stage again.
Soon after the performance, she died of a heart at
tack at her farm in Ohio.

Micken Ave. Twenty-five cents got a person in
side, with little regard for the patron's age. Today,
many mature Northern Kentucky men boast of
how they skipped school to take in the latest show

For Northern Kentucky, Finnell represents the
transition between the burlesque of the 1930s,
which took place mostly in Cincinnati, and exotic
dancing, which was on the bill that night when she
sang at the Galaxie. Burlesque was of the 19th cen
tury, urban, and vaudevillian in origin, and it had

at the Gayety: Virginia Bell, Rose Larose, Gypsy

waned by the end of the 1960s. The origins of ex

Rose Lee, Virginia Lee, the famous fan dance of
Sally Rand and her feathers, and Blaze Storm. The
Gayety went from vaudeville to burlesque in 1909,
became a strip joint in 1937, and closed in spring

otic dancing were in the 20th century: it was mod
ern go-go dancing brought to fruition, with full
frontal nudity sans comedy as a required sideshow.
The sexual revolution and performers such as San
Francisco's Carol Doda popularized exotic danc
ing in the early 1960s. Burlesque was not common
in Northern Kentucky, but exotic dancing was a
product ideally suited for the nature of Newport's
nightclubs.
Perhaps the most famous exotic dancer was the
beautiful and bodacious Morganna Roberts Cot
trell, born in 1946. Beginning in 1965 or so, Mor
ganna graced the runway of Newport's Galaxie

rial Follies (once called the Mohawk) on W. Mc

1970.

Occasionally, respectable burlesque transpired
in Northern Kentucky. One evening in September
1941, Sally Rand performed at the Twin Oaks
Golf Course in Latonia. The event was an or

phans' benefit, courtesy of Jimmy Brink's Look
out House, where she was appearing for a brief
run. Gypsy Rose Lee and her entourage once con
sidered staying overnight at the old Flannery Hotel
at Fourth and Garrard St. in Covington, but for
some reason they chose to go elsewhere. She played
at the Beverly Hills Supper Club that evening.
Rand's and Lee's immense success allowed them

an occasional one-night stand at mainstream en
tertainment outlets such as the Beverly Hills Sup
per Club. The seemingly ageless Rand returned to
play in Newport during the 1950s at the Glenn

Club along Monmouth St. for upwards of three
months each year, appearing at two- and three

week intervals, giving three and sometimes four
shows per night. Conventioneers from Cincinnati,
old men from Campbell and Kenton counties, and
pubescent boys populated the place night after
night, shoulder to shoulder, at a minimum cover
charge of $5. Originally dubbed “The Wild One,”
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she transitioned into “Baseball's Kissing Bandit,"
traveling to most ballparks around the country,
where she would run onto the field scantily dressed
and plant kisses on baseball's best players, begin
ning with the Cincinnati Red Pete Rose. Morganna
promoted herself by occasionally taking barely
clothed walks through the town in which she was
playing. The unusual was her specialty, but anyone
who ever had a drink with her found her a real per
son full of humor, as were parts of her act. She
clearly understood the origins of burlesque, al
though by her day the art form had become exotic
dancing. After 35 years of such antics, Morganna
retired in 2000, having been a star of the stage, of
film, and of magazines.
Lesser houses of exotic dancing existed in
Newport and Covington, but the Galaxie was the
best known. Elsewhere around the region at some
of the county fairs, performances in tents occa
sionally would occur, involving dancing girls and
sometimes becoming very risqué. In the mid
1960s, the long-running Germantown Fair in
Bracken Co. had such a place, which admitted un
derage young men. Whether the Germantown ac
tivities should be labeled burlesque or exotic danc
ing, their quality was poor. The fair girls could not
compare in talent or beauty with the queens on the
circuit.

Burlesque houses had vanished from the na
tional landscape by 1970, yielding to slick girlie
magazines, movies (see Cinema X), and recently
the Internet. If there is a modern equivalent, it is
the new, suburban gentlemen's club, a further re

finement of exotic dancing, found in areas where
local mores and zoning regulations permit. The re
form movement that cleaned up Newport eventu
ally drove the dance parlors out of town (see New
port Second Cleanup).
“Burlesque Star Is a Covingtonian," KP, September 7,
1905, 3.

“Galaxie Club Burned in 70," KP, February 22, 1999,
4K.

“Gayety Theater Took Final Bow in 70, CP, Decem
ber 29, 1987. 2B.

“Miss Sydell Spends Her Holiday with Mother.” KP.
September 28, 1910,3.
Reis, Jim. “$100,000 Legs' Carried Carrie to Strip
tease Fame,” KP, February 22, 1999,4K.
—"Sally Rand Brought Her Act to Town," KP,
March 28, 1905, 4K.

“Wild One Caught," KP, January 11, 1972,2K.
Michael R. Sweeney
BURLINGTON. Burlington, under its earliest
name, Craig's Camp, was planned as a capital city.
It has been the seat of Boone Co. government since
1799, when the county court located the center of
government in the north-central part of the county
on 74 acres of land donated by Robert Johnson and
John Hawkins Craig. The second name the town
was known by in its early years was Wilmington. It
was renamed Burlington in 1816 at the request of
the U.S. Post Office. Burlington was incorporated
in 1824, and the corporation was annulled in 1923.
Today, Burlington is one of only two unincorpo
rated county seats in Kentucky.

Burlington's town plat, drawn in about 1805 by
county surveyor Moses Scott, is a fine example of
formal town planning. As originally conceived, it
called for 12 squares grouped around two inter
secting roads, with a central "Publick Square." The
plan was later modified to allow the two principal
roads, Washington St. (Burlington Pk) and Jeffer
son St. (Idlewild-East Bend Rd) to cross the square
rather than travel around it. The central square was
divided into four rectangular plots, and the west
ern plots were sold for commercial development.
The courthouse has always occupied the northeast
plot, while the clerk's building and the jail occu
pied the southeast plot.
Some of Burlington's quaint street names re
flect geographical orientation: Temperate St. forms
the north side of the town plan, Torrid St. borders
the south, and Orient St. borders the east. Other

Two newspapers have operated out of Burling
ton. The first was the Burlington Advertiser, a
weekly paper founded in 1849 by W. H. Nelson.
The paper was published for just one year. In 1875
the Boone County Recorder began publication in
Burlington as a weekly paper; it continues to oper
ate today as a Community Press publication, and
the organization has been recognized as a Centen
nial Business.

A 1903 publication entitled The Commercial
History of the Southern States, by A. B. Lip
scomb, describes Burlington as follows: "Burling
ton, the county seat, is situated near the center of
the county. ... The town has about 300 inhabit
ants, two general merchandise stores, one drug
store, one bank, one good hotel, a printing office,
which is owned by W. L. Riddell, editor of the
Boone County Recorder, one of the best papers in

streets were named after founding fathers such
as George Washington and Thomas Jefferson or
Kentucky politicians like Garrard, Gallatin, and

the state outside Louisville, also four nice church

Nicholson.

One of the most important institutions of early
Burlington was the Morgan Academy, established
in 1814 and originally funded by the sale of semi
nary lands that had been set aside by the Com

From 1799 to 1801, county functions were con
ducted at homes in and around Burlington. The
county's first log courthouse was completed by
January 1801. Its presence is noted in the County
Court Order Book, which states simply that “Court
[was] held for the County of Boone at the Court
house." In 1817 the log building was replaced by a
large brickstructure facing Jefferson St. In 1833 the
first brick jail was built; it was replaced by a more
substantial brick jail in 1853. Also in 1853, the
county constructed a Greek Revival temple-style
building to house the office of the county clerk. The

buildings. The town is laid off in a square, with a
beautiful courthouse at the center.”

monwealth after it became a state. The school re

mained open until the 1890s. The first high school
in Boone Co. was established in Burlington in
1910 and served both local students and those

from surrounding areas, some of whom boarded
in town. African American students attended a

small school on Nicholas St. next to the First Bap
tist Church that operated from 1891 to 1956, when
schools were integrated.

1817 courthouse was remodeled several times and

The Boone Co. fair was established at Burling

then replaced in 1889 by a building designed by the

ton in 1942. That year, the 4-H and Utopia Club
Council established permanent fairgrounds on
Idlewild Rd. north of town. The first building con

McDonald Brothers architects of Louisville, who

designed numerous courthouses in Kentucky and
Indiana in the late 19th century. The present court
house cupola was designed by the renowned Cin

structed was a cattle barn. The three-acre lake at

House) on Union Square, built about 1830, was a
tavern and inn for most of the 19th century. Along
Jefferson St. stood stately brick residences in the
Federal and Greek Revival styles, some of which
were used as commercial buildings at various times.

the entrance was constructed in 1942. While many
of the fair buildings are of recent construction, the
grounds retain a core of historic structures, includ
ing the entrance gate, which was rebuilt in 1995.
In 1979 Burlington was listed in the National
Register of Historic Places as a historic district,
primarily owing to the historic significance of
the 1805 town plan. Burlington merchants have
successfully capitalized on their town's heritage.
Historic buildings have been renovated to house
specialty shops, restaurants, and a bed-and
breakfast inn. The Burlington Antiques Show is
one of the largest of its kind, drawing tourists to
the fairgrounds one Sunday a month from April to

One of the finest of these homes is the Erastus

October.

cinnati architectural firm of Samuel Hannaford
and Sons and built in 1898.

By 1840, stylish brick houses, taverns, and com
mercial buildings began to crowd the center of
town. The Central House Hotel (now the County
Seat Restaurant) stood opposite the courthouse at
the corner of Jefferson and Washington Sts. The
Boone House Hotel (now known as the Renaker

Tousey House, a brick Federal-style residence dat
ing from about 1822, which was rehabilitated and
opened as the Tousey House Restaurant in 2002.
By 1850 Burlington had 200 residents, stores,
taverns, three hotels, and a wool factory. Four reli
gious congregations were organized: Baptist,
Methodist, Presbyterian, and Universalist. Two
African American Baptist congregations were
formed after the Civil War, including the First
Baptist, which continues to hold regular Sunday
services. Turnpikes led to Florence and later to the
bustling river town of Petersburg.

Becher, Matthew E., Michael A. Rouse, Robert Schrage,
and Laurie Wilcox. Images of America: Burling
ton. Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia, 2004.
Boone Co. Historic Preservation Review Board. His

toric Structures of Boone County, Kentucky.
Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Historic Preservation
Review Board, 2002.

Matthew E. Becher and Margaret Warminski
BURLINGTON

BAPTIST

CHURCH.

Founded in 1842, Burlington Baptist Church has

BURTON, NELSON

had a long and active presence in the town of Burl
ington. In late 1842 other churches in Boone Co.
were consulted for their opinions concerning the
creation of a Baptist church in Burlington. Bul
litttsburg Baptist Church and Middle Creek
Baptist Church had no objections, and so on De
cember 13, 1842, the new church was founded. Rob

ert Kirtley, the moderator of the original meetings
resulting in the creation of Burlington Baptist
Church, was also selected as the first pastor, a sign of
respect for his long religious service. Approximately
20 individuals made up the church at the time, in
cluding 5 blacks and 15 members transferred from
the Middle Creek Baptist Church. The growth of
Burlington Baptist Church paralleled that of Burl.
ington itself. Originally known as Craig's Camp, the
town was established in October of 1800. Around

the time Burlington Baptist Church was constituted,
the town had about 200 residents, three other

churches, and many businesses.
Robert Kirtley served until 1845, when James
Kirtley became the second pastor. In May 1844 the
congregation met for the first time in a newbuilding
that they had built. Their longest-serving house of
worship was constructed in 1892 in a unique Stick
Style and served the congregation until 1979, when
the current church building was completed. Today
the Burlington Baptist Church continues to be a
major part of life in the unincorporated town of
Burlington and spiritually serves much of the sur
rounding rural and suburban community. One of
the most active churches in the county, it has strong
programs in student and youth ministry, athletic
ministry, community activities, and Bible study.
Kirtley, Elizabeth. Burlington Baptist Church, 150
Years, 1842–1992. Burlington, Ky: Burlington Bap
tist Church, 1992.
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BURMAN, BEN LUCIEN (b. December 12,

as Captain Lilly, Doctor Jim, Willow Joe, and a cast

1895, Covington, Ky; d. November 12, 1984, New
York City). Ben Lucien Burman is one of the best
known and most prolificauthorsborn in Northern
Kentucky. His parents, Samuel N. and Minnie
Hurwitz Behrman, were Jewish immigrants, and
there was a Jewish community (see Jews) in Cov
ington when Burman was young. The family lived
at 15 E. Eighth St. in Covington. Ben attended the
old Covington High School and, from 1913 to
1915, Miami University, in Oxford, Ohio. World

of other steamboat owners, roustabouts, and

War I found him in the U.S. Army fighting in
France. He was wounded (gassed) at Soissons in
1918 and returned home 20 percent disabled. He
finished college in 1920 at Harvard University in
Cambridge, Mass. Returning to Covington, he
taught at Holmes High School, where he was
charged with teaching Bolshevism. Burman even
tually worked in Cincinnati as an editor for the
Cincinnati Times-Star and wrote for newspapers
in Boston and in New York City. He contributed
writings to such periodicals as Nation, Reader's
Digest, and Saturday Review. His best-known
writings, though, are his books about life on the
Ohio and Mississippi rivers.
The 1929 Mississippi, Burman's first book
concerning a river, was the first of his 22 novels.
Steamboat Round the Bend, published in 1933,
became famed actor-humorist Will Roger's last
and most successful movie; it was released under
the title Heaven on Earth. Burman befriended

Rogers on the set of that movie. The novel Blowfor
a Landing followed in 1938, the same year that
Burman won the Southern Authors Award and
was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize. Yet another

successful river tale, Big River to Cross, appeared
in 1940. Burman came to be regarded as the "new
Mark Twain" because of his affection for the river

Robert Schrage
and the characters he created in his writings, such
BURLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL. A 1908 state

law required each county in Kentucky to have at
least one public high school, located in the county
seat. Burlington High School, at Burlington, the
county seat of Boone Co., was built as a result and
opened in September 1910. It was located where
the present Burlington Elementary Schoolis. Car
roll L. Cropper, later a Boone Co. judge, gradu
ated from Burlington High in 1916. The PTA be
gan serving lunches at the school in 1927, and in
1939 a new building was constructed. The school
was heated with coal until 1943. In 1949 Burling
ton High School won the state championship in
six-man football. In 1954 the high schools of Burl
ington, Florence, Hebron, and New Haven were
consolidated into the new Boone Co. High School

shanty-boat people. Alice Caddy, whom Burman
married in 1927, illustrated his books so adeptly
that people bought the books both for his writing
and for her drawings.
Burman changed professions during World

War II: he became a war correspondent reporting
on the Vichy government in France from his base
of operations in North Africa. For that work he
was awarded the French Legion of Honor in 1946.
After the war he returned to writing about the
river, now in the satirical Catfish Bend stories. The

1952 High Water at Catfish Bend was followed by
six other mythical fables of animal folks, set along
the Mississippi River in Louisiana. Based on the
themes he developed in the Catfish Bend novels,
Burman was likened to a modern-day Aesop. Alice
Caddy, his artistic wife, drew the imagesoftheani
mals that Burman conjured up. Through his writ
ings, Burman captured the spirit of river life in the
Midwest in much the same spirit as had the hit mu
sical Show Boat.
The sales of Burman's books numbered in the
millions. Most of his river novels have been trans

lated into several foreign languages. Burman also
contributed more than 60 articles to the Reader's

Digest; in his later years that company pensioned
him, even though he had never been its employee.
Burman occasionally returned to Covington to
visit his old haunts, but as his local friends gradu
ally died off, he found such trips difficult and made
them less often. Alice Caddy died in 1977, Burman
died in New York City seven years later and was
cremated. His ashes were mixed with those of his

wife and were spread by his friends from the bow
of a steamboat in the lower Mississippi River near
New Orleans, as a Dixieland band played music.
There is a fitting tribute to Ben Lucien Burman
today along Riverside Dr. in Covington: a Ken
tucky State Highway Marker reminding passers
by of that bygone steamboat era and of the world
renowned writer from Covington who did so
much to popularize it. Burman's collected works
and letters are archived in the special collections
department of the Tulane University library in
New Orleans.
"Author Ben Lucien Burman," CP, November 13, 1984,
10A.

"Ben Lucien Burman, 88, Author of 22 Books," NYT,
November 13, 1984, B6.

King, Charles D. "Burman, Ben Lucien." In The Ken
tucky Encyclopedia, ed. John E. Kleber. Lexing.
ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Tulane Manuscripts Department. "Ben Lucien Bur

man and Alice Caddy Burman Papers." www.tu
lane.edu/~lmiller/BurmanFamily.html.

at Florence.

"Burlington on Firing Line as Progressive City," KP

Michael R. Sweeney

February 22, 1912, 2.

Conrad, William, comp. The History of Boone
County Schools. Boone Co., Ky: Boone Co. Com
munity Educational Council, 1982.
Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons

to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.

Gail Chastang

Ben Lucien Burman, 1913.

BURTON, NELSON (b. September 12, 1922,
Covington, Ky.) Nelson Burton, a musician, jazz
historian, speaker, and author, is the son of James
R. and Ardell Coleman Burton. He graduated from
Lincoln-Grant High School in 1939 and attended
Kentucky State College (now Kentucky State
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that serving his country would be a way to become
accepted as a full citizen of the United States, thereby
helping to break down segregation laws. Because he

provided more space, it was not all used by the
school at the time; the three rooms in the upper
story of the school building were rented out for
purposes other than education.
The Covington and Lexington Railroad, with its
rail line through town, was completed in 1853, the
same year the Butler post office opened. The re
named town was incorporated in 1856. Butler

was notable to become a soldier, he chose to work at

achieved considerable attention and fame when the

the foundry of the Wright Aeronautical factory, just

Butler Covered Bridge over the Licking River
opened in 1871. It was said to be the longest covered
cantilever bridge in the nation. In that same year,

After working for some years as a pharmacist
in both Kentucky and Ohio, Butler returned to
college in 1969 and earned an MLS from the Uni
versity of Kentucky. Afterward, she was employed
at the Lloyd Library, a pharmaceutical library in
Cincinnati, and was influential in moving it to its
present location at 917 Plum St. The Lloyd brothers
(John Uri Lloyd and Curtis Gates Lloyd), suc
cessful manufacturers of patent medicines, had
established the library. Later, Butler returned to
practicing pharmacy in hospital and retail settings.
She is now retired and lives in Gallatin Co., just

1871, Butler's town hall, the Masonic Hall, and a

outside of Warsaw.

University) in Frankfort, receiving a football schol
arship. He was not able to serve in World War II
because of a medical condition (a doublehernia) that

caused him to be classified 4F. Like many young Af.
rican American men at the time, Burton believed

north of Cincinnati in Evendale, Ohio. He also vol

unteered to play drums for the U.S.O. groups that
entertained the troops, thus beginning his 50-year
career as a rhythm drummer. Burton was a house
musician for Cincinnati's famed black Cotton Club
in the 1940s and 1950s and a studio musician in the

1950s for the legendary King Records of Cincinnati.
During his career Burton has backed up or has had
jam sessions with some of the most popular enter
tainers in the United States: Pearl Bailey, Count
Basie, Cab Calloway, Nate King Cole, Duke Elling
ton, Harry James, and Maybelle Smith.
In the 1970s, with Lisa Ledin, a public radio
announcer and producer, Burton started record
ing his memoirs, which were published in 2000 as
Nelson Burton: My Life In Jazz. He is in his 80s
but still willing to perform on his drums or speak
to young people about jazz music. He believes that
jazz music is an important element of American
culture that must be kept alive.
Burton, Nelson. Nelson Burton: My Life In Jazz.
Cincinnati: Clifton Hills Press, 2000.

church congregation all moved into a new multipur
pose building. Previously, there had been no church
organizations in Butler except for a few Methodists
who held meetings in the town's schoolhouse. On
January 10, 1884, 18 Baptists who attended the
Union Church (a nondenominational congregation
that at the time was the only church in Butler) met to
form the Butler Baptist Church. Dr. J. M. Blades was
elected church moderator in 1921, an office he held

for many years while he also served as deacon. Rev.
D.P Dehart became pastorin 1937 and served for 16
years. In 1953 when the Baptists built a new church
on Peoples St., the historic bell was removed from
the old church and hung in the new structure. An
attemptin Butler's early history to utilize the area for
commercial river navigation failed because of shal
low water as well as obstructions at the mouth of the

Licking in Covington. The idea to develop the area
for commercial traffic frequently resurfaces but has
been held back by high cost estimates.

Jessica Knox-Perkins
BUSINESS AND COMMERCE. See names of

specific businesses.

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. [ca.
1994).
Mildred Belew

Judith Butler Jones

BUTLER, PERCIVAL P., ADJUTANT GEN

ERAL(b. April 4, 1760, Carlisle, Pa.; d. September
9, 1821, Carrollton, Ky). A soldier, a patriot, and
the first adjutant general of Kentucky, Percival
Pierce Butler was the 7th of 11 children of Thomas

and Eleanor Parker Butler of Ireland, who had
come to America in 1748. He and his brothers were

known as the “Fighting Butlers" of the American
Revolution. On September 1, 1777, at age 17, Butler
began his service in the Revolutionary War as a
1st lieutenant in the 3rd Pennsylvania Regiment,
fighting at Brandywine and Germantown. He
served under the command of Gen. George Wash
ington at Valley Forge, Pa., and Monmouth, N.J.,
and then under Gen. Marquis de Lafayette at the
taking of Yorktown, N.Y., in October 1782. Butler
went on to fight with Gen. Anthony Wayne in the
southern theater of war until January 1, 1783; he
then transferred to the 2nd Pennsylvania and on
September 23 joined the 1st Pennsylvania, remain
ing with that unit until the end of the war, at which
time he was brevetted a captain. Lafayette pre
sented a sword to Butler for his service.

BUTLER. Butler, a city in Pendleton Co., was first
called Fourth Lock, because it was near the pro
posed fourth lock and dam on the Licking River.

After the town grew in importance, a more grace
ful name than Fourth Lock seemed appropriate, so
in 1852 the name was changed to Clayton. Then in
1853, after the Covington and Lexington Rail
road had been completed, the townspeople at
tempted to obtain a post office. Because there was
another post office in Kentucky named Clayton,

Butler moved to the mouth of Hickman Creek

BUTLER, DOROTHY E. S. (b. December 17,
1912, Cincinnati, Ohio). Pharmacist Dorothy E.

Schmied Butler is the daughter of Christopher and
Hilma Anderson Schmied. Her mother had emi

tractor working on the dam, named the town But
ler in honor of W. D. Butler, a member of Congress

grated from Sweden in 1892, and her father was
born in Switzerland Co., Ind. Dorothy married
William Albert Butler in Covington in 1932. They
had a daughter born in 1933. In 1940, at age 28,
Dorothy Butler entered the Cincinnati College of
Pharmacy, graduated in spring 1944, passed the
pharmacy board exams, and was licensed by the
State of Ohio. Subsequently, she operated a drug

from the district.

store in Cincinnati.

another name had to be selected. Joel Ham, a con

One of the first settlers in Butler was Pope Wil
liams, who owned and cultivated land there. The

town's first store, opened about 1837 by the Ham
brothers, prospered as longas work on the lock and
dam continued. When work ended, the Hams
closed their store and moved to Cincinnati. Wil
liam L. Barton was the first blacksmith in Butler.

His blacksmith shop also served as the first school,
continuing until shortly before 1860, when the
town opened its first schoolhouse. It was a one
story, one-room, frame building that closed in
1882 or 1883, after a new, graded school opened.
The new school's principal was Thomas M. Barton,
a respected educator. Although the new building

-

Reciprocity of licensure was easily obtained in
Kentucky, so Butler was able to move her operation
to Warsaw, Ky., in 1958. Roy Prill, not a pharmacist
but a businessman who had an interest in the War

saw Furniture Factory, became her partner, and
they opened Bailey's Corner Drug Store, Butler
and Prill Sts. The B. K. Bailey Drug Store, where
Nettie Weldon had been a pharmacist for 30 years,
was their predecessor at the same site. After six
months, Prill developed a brain tumor and died.
Butler then sold her drug store to a former phar
macy classmate, Grandville "Bill" Beverly, who op
erated it until it was sold to the current owner,

Thomas Barringer.

in what later became Jessamine Co., Ky., in 1784.
He married Mildred Hawkins of Lexington, a de
scendant of Sir John Hawkins, on May 30, 1786;
they had 11 children. In 1792, Kentucky's two-term
governor Isaac Shelby (1792–1796 and 1812–1816)
appointed Butler the new state's first adjutant gen
eral. In 1796 Butler moved his family to the conflu
ence of the Kentucky and Ohio Rivers, to Port Wil
liam Settlement (now Carrollton). He and his wife

built a two-story log home approximately three
miles from the Kentucky River, on land they pur
chased from John McKinley on April 12, 1797.
Butler held the office of adjutant general for 24
years, resigning September 19, 1817, when a new
law required the adjutant general to reside in
Frankfort. He was unanimously elected as clerk of
Gallatin Co. on May 17, 1799, and served in this
position until his death in 1821, at Carrollton. He
was buried in the Butler Family Cemetery. The
Butler-Turpin State Historic House, at General
Butler State Resort Park in Carrollton, is a second

generation home built on the estate originally
owned by Percival Butler.
Butler, William D., John C. Butler, and Joseph M. But
ler. The Butler Family in America. St. Louis, Mo.;
Shallcross, 1909.

BUTLER HIGH SCHOOL

Heitman, Francis B. Historical Register of the Officers

of the Continental Army during the War of the
Revolution, April 1775, to December, 1783. Wash.
ington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1914.
Idzerda, Stanley I., Anne C. Loveland, Marc H. Miller,
and the Queen's Museum. LaFayette, Hero of Two
Wars: Queen's Museum. Lebanon, N.H.: Univ.
Press of New England, 1989.

Pozar.Stephen M. Richard Butler. Butler, Pa.; Mechling,
2001.

rollton in 1880 at age 89 and was buried in a private
cemetery. In recent years, the Commonwealth of
Kentucky honored Butler by naming a state park
for him at Carrollton (see General Butler State
Resort Park).

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Roberts, Gerald F. "William O. Butler, Kentucky Cav
alier, MAthesis, Univ. of Kentucky.
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traffic for 66 years, standing as a landmark and a
popular postcard subject.
The high waters of the flood of 1937 and the
accompanying wind destroyed one of the spans,
and for several months the bridge was used in its
open condition. It was torn down in September
1937. Today, a steel-truss bridge stands in its place,
but some of the stoneworks of the Butler Covered

Bridge still can be seen nearby.

Trussell, John B. B. The Pennsylvania Line. Harris
Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend

burg, Pa.. Historical and Museum Commission,

leton County. Falmouth, Ky: M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.

1983.

Evelyn Welch
BUTLER, WILLIAMORLANDO, GENERAL

(b. April 19, 1791, Carrollton, Ky; d. August 6, 1880,
Carrollton, Ky.) William Orlando Butler, a soldier,
a politician, and a poet, was the son of Percival and
Mildred Hawkins Butler. William received his

bachelor's and law degrees from Transylvania Col.
lege in Lexington. When the War of 1812 began, he
joined the 5th Regiment of Kentucky Volunteers.
In December 1812 he was made an officer and

served in the Raisin River Campaign in Michigan,
where he was wounded and captured. Released in
1814, he was made an aide to future president Gen.
Andrew Jackson. Butler returned to Carrollton in

1817, where he set up his law practice and was
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. In
April 1817 he married Eliza Todd, daughter of Gen.
Robert Todd of Lexington. Butler became a poet
of some renown; in the 1820s he received national

recognition for his poem "The Boatman's Horn."
When the Mexican Warbegan, he was again called
into military service and was made a major general
of the Volunteers. During that war he was sent to
Mexico in support of Gen. Zachary Taylor's troops.
While leading his men in battle, Butler received a
leg wound. In 1848 he ran for vice president on the
Democratic ticket with Lewis Cass of Michigan.
Butler supported the North during the Civil War,
even though he was a slaveholder. He favored the
gradual emancipation of slaves. He died in Car

BUTLER COVERED BRIDGE. The longest
covered bridge in Kentucky was the one across the
Licking River at Butler in Pendleton Co. Accord
ing to the Historic American Buildings Survey of
1934, the bridge was built in 1870 by J. J. Newman
and F. B. Erwin, was about 460 feet long, consisted
of three spans, and was of double Burr truss con
struction. The county appointed a committee to
oversee the bridge project. Its first duty was to se
lect a location, so they retained B. R. Morton, an
engineer and bridge builder from Newport, to sur
vey and render an opinion concerning the best lo

which included multiple grades, operated in three
rented roomson the upper story of the Armstrong

cation. Of the three sites Morton recommended,

Store. The first schoolhouse intown was constructed

the committee chose the one just above the mouth
of Willow Creek. However, the State of Kentucky
induced the committee to change their minds by
offering instead the stoneworks still in place from

around 1856, from an old blacksmith's shop. This
one-room structure housed all grades, including
high school. Twenty years later, the Butler School
was one of nearly 70 schools for whites in Pendle

an old lock started in the 1830s. This new site was

ton Co. (there were also 3 schools for African

just below the mouth of Willow Creek. The un
completed lock's stoneworks were to be utilized as
part of the western abutment on the Butlerside.
On May 15, 1870, the partnership of J. J. New

Americans in the county). In 1898 the school's
trustees awarded Butler High School's first gradu

man and F. B. Erwin, bridge builders from Middle
town, Ohio, submitted the winningbid to the Pend
leton Co. commissioners. Their contract, dated May
31, 1870, called for thestructuretobeadouble-truss

Burr bridge, with a single track 18 feet wide, an in
dependent arch, and three 152-foot spans. The
chords were to be made of white pine, and the
braces were to be pine or poplar. The contract speci
fied oak floor beams covered by 2-inch-thick oak
flooring.8 to 12inches wide. The rafters and sheet
ing were to be pine or poplar, with pine or poplar
siding no more than 12 inches wide, along with
3-inch battens and shingles of number one pine, 18
inches long. The stonework for the piers and abut
ments was to be laid in regular courses, rubble
dressed and bedded and not less than 8 inches in

thickness, with a 24-by-36-inch bed. The entire
project, costing $18,450, was to be completed and
ready for use by January 1, 1871.
Some problems arose during construction.
When the contractor had nearly finished the stone
work, the bridge committee decided to extend the
wing walls into the banks of the river. However,
after the work on the wing walls had been com
pleted, the lower wall on the Butler side began to
fall. This was evidently a result of backfilling dur
ing the winterseason, when the soil was not as eas
ily compacted because of freezing and thawing.
The committee attempted to stabilize the wall by
inserting iron anchor rods in the fill and through
the walls on each side, but to no avail. The wall fell.
William Orlando Butler.

The bridge problems were corrected by J. Gray, an
engineer, and the covered bridge at Butler carried

1994].

Reis, Jim. "Covered Bridges Becoming a Rarity." KP
December 1, 1986, 4K.

U.S. Library of Congress. "Covered Bridges Recorded
by Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS)
and the Historic American Engineering Record
(HAER)"www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/088_covb.html
(accessed December 31, 2007).
BUTLER HIGH SCHOOL. Butler's first school,

ation certificate to Ernest M. Rouse.

By 1909 there were three high schools in the
county, one of which was located in Butler. Around
this time, the school was relocated to Matilda St.

and housed in a two-story frame building. In 1927
a larger, multistory brick building was constructed
on the same site. By 1940, because the district had
outgrown this building, 12 rooms were added.
Until 1930 the school was independently run
as the Butler Graded High School. Soon afterward,
the school's name was changed to Butler Consoli
dated School, to reflect its inclusion in the Pendle

ton Co. School System. Bus transportation for
students began during this period. Also the high
school changed to a nine-month term, while the
lower grades continued with an eight-month
school year. Until the lower grades' year was ex
tended, high school students were required to fur
nish their own transportation during the extra
month.

Butler High School held commencement exer
cises every year from 1901 until 1959, graduating
1,216 students. The class of 1901 consisted of 4
members; the final class of 1959 included 47. The

school's largestgraduating class, with 50 members,
was in 1958. The school's colors were blue and

white and its mascot was the Bobcat. During the
1936–1937 academic year, Butler High School be
gan publishing a newspaper, called the Bugle. This
same year, the school's first yearbook was pub
lished; its name changed annually.
During Butler High School's final year, 26
courses were included in the curriculum and at
least seven extracurricular activities in addition to

cheerleading and basketball were also offered. The

138

BUTLER ROSS, TRACEY

school employed 24 teachers; a librarian; a princi
pal; 8 cafeteria, custodial, and mechanical workers;
and 11 bus drivers.

In the fall of 1959, the Pendleton Co. Board of

Education consolidated the upper grades from
Butler and Morgan high schools into the newly
constructed Pendleton Co. Memorial High
School, and Butler High School ceased to exist.

Throughout the history of Butler High School, at
least 22 principals served the school. Nobel Prize
winner Dr. Philip A. Sharp was attending the
Butler High School when it closed and was trans
ferred to the new county high school.
From fall 1959 until the early 1970s, the Butler
High School building served as a county elemen
tary school, offering grades one through eight. For
many years afterward, the building contained
apartments, primarily for low-income persons.
Around 2005 the building was damaged by fire
and now remains vacant.

Belew, Mildred Bowen. “History of Pendleton County
Schools." www.rootsweb.com/~kypendle/school
history.htm (accessed September 29, 2006).
Butler Woman's Club, comp. As I Remember Butler.

Butler, Ky. Butler Women's Club, 1975.
Dennie, Debbie, and Patty Jenkins, comps. Forks of
the Licking, Bicentennial Edition, 1798–1998.
Falmouth, Ky., Falmouth Outlook, 1998.

Hornbeek, Carolyn Pape. Interview by Aprile Conrad
Redden, September 23, 2006, Butler, Ky.

Hornbeek, Carolyn Pape, and Bobby Nordheim, eds.
The Farewell, 1959. Butler, Ky: Butler High School,
1959.

Moore, Virginia Stevenson, ed. School Daze, 1937
Butler, Ky. Butler High School, 1937.
Morris, Linda S. Thornton. Interview by Aprile Con
rad Redden, September 23, 2006, Butler, Ky.

grade, thus enabling her to enter Holmes High
School the next year, where she later graduated with
honors. During those early years, she already had
the goal of becoming a medical doctor, and she ex
celled scholastically as a result of her mentors.
Butler attended Kentucky State University
(KSU) in Frankfort on a full four-year presiden
tial scholarship. In 1987 she graduated from KSU
with a BS degree in biology; but while at KSU, she
had inadvertently missed the application dead
line for entry into the University of Louisville
(UL) Medical School. On the advice of her men

tor, Dr. Kathy Peale, a local Frankfort attorney,
Butler decided to apply to the UL Dental School for
her first year, intending to apply to the Medical
School to begin her second year. It was this pivotal
decision that introduced Butler to her lifelong call
ing as a dentist. She obtained her DMD in 1991.
Wanting to give back to her community, Dr.
Butler returned to Covington immediately after
graduation. She began employment with the
Northern Kentucky Family Health Center and
stayed there for more than 12 years. Butler married
Covington resident Richard Ross in 1996, and they
reside in the Main Strasse neighborhood of Cov
ington. In 2001 she and her husband cofounded
New Horizons Christian Ministries Inc., and cur

rently they serve as its pastors. With the ever
present desire to bring excellence to a waning com
munity, Dr. Butler Ross began her private practice
in 2003 at 1044 Scott St. in Covington. At the close
of her first year in practice, she proudly boasted
a clientele of more than 1,000 patients, a number
that continues to grow. She continues with her de
sire of "changing lives, one smile at a time."
Butler Ross, Tracy. Interview by Ted Harris, July 2006,

, ed. The Pendleton Echo, 1960. Falmouth,

Covington, Ky.

Kentucky: Pendleton High School, 1960.
Michael D. Redden and Aprile

Devroomen, Sacha. “Dentist to Serve Hometown,"

KP April 20, 1991,25K.

Conrad Redden

Theodore H. H. Harris

log house, barns, and other outbuildings. Gen.
William Orlando Butler, the man for whom the

park is named, and Maj. Thomas Langford Butler,
who resided at the Butler-Turpin State Historic
House, were among the 10 children raised in this
log house. The house was destroyed by fire in 1863
but has been preserved as an archaeological site.
In 1859 Thomas Langford Butler, the eldest son
of Percival Butler, along with Thomas's daughter
Mary Ellen and her husband Philip Turpin, built
the second-generation home, now the Butler
Turpin State Historic House. Thomas was aide-de
camp to Gen. Andrew Jackson and commanded
the city of New Orleans, La., during the famous
battle fought there on January 8, 1815. Butler was
given a military officer's commission of brevetma
jor for his service. President James Madison
(1809–1817) later appointed him surveyor and in
spector of the Port of New Orleans. Thomas Butler
resided at the home in Gallatin Co. with his son

in-law Philip Turpin, an influential farmer and
state legislator, until Thomas's death in 1880.
Built of native masonry construction laid in
common bond with a stone foundation, the Butler

Turpin State Historic House is in the Greek Re
vival style. It is a three-bay, two-story structure
commanding a view of the Kentucky River valley.
The house is a traditional four over four with cen

tral hallways and paired interior brick chimneys
located at the north and south ends of the block.

The entryway, a one-story porch on substantial

square posts, is located in the center bay. Orna
mental brackets and dentils are used on the porch
and throughout the cornice-work. Stone sills and

intels frame the six-over-six sash openings.Smaller
four-over-four pane sash windows are located at
the peak of the gable ends.
The original interior floor plan and details re
main intact along with the stairway dogleg plan on
the north side of the central hall, the Greek "ear"
door and window moldings on the first floor, and

BUTLER ROSS, TRACEY (b. June 5, 1966, Kit

BUTLER-TURPIN

tery, Maine). Tracey Butler Ross, the first woman
African American dentist in Northern Kentucky,
is the daughter of George T. Butler and Beverly
Dickerson Butler. As a U.S. Air Force “brat," Butler

HOUSE. The Butler-Turpin State Historic House
belonged to one of Kentucky's foremost military
families from Colonial times through the Revolu
tionary War, the War of 1812, the Mexican

the segmental arches on the second floor as well as
on the fireplace mantels in all the rooms and the
high baseboards. The historic items displayed in
the house include original military documents
along with family furniture and other objects. The
house was first opened to the public as the Butler

lived in California, North Carolina, and Florida,

War, and the Civil War. The estate, which was

Mansion, Butler Memorial Park, in 1933. The

before moving in 1975 to Covington, Ky., the child
hood home of her parents. She attended the Cov
ington public schools, graduating at the age of 16
from Holmes High School in 1983.
Two teachers at the Sixth District Elementary
School in Covington provided the support that
launched her onto the road of success. At age 9, she
was encouraged by her fourth-grade teacher, Mrs.
Gebhart, to be an obstetrician-gynecologist instead
of an obstetric nurse. At age 11, at the insistence of
Mr. William Gray, she was promoted into the eighth

originally owned by Kentucky's first adjutant gen
eral, Revolutionary War hero Percival Butler, is

house, the detached kitchen, the family cemetery,
and the site of the first-generation Butler log house
were placed on the National Register of Historic

STATE

HISTORIC

located at General Butler State Resort Park,
Carrollton. Butler and his wife, Mildred Hawkins,

Places in 1977.

settled at the confluence of the Kentucky and Ohio
rivers in 1796 at what was then known as Port Wil

Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincin
liam Settlement in Gallatin Co. On April 12, 1797,
Butler purchased land from John McKinley to
farm and build a home. Today, a portion of that
farm makes up the western side of the General But
ler State Resort Park. The Butlers built a two-story

nati. J. M. Armstrong, 1878.

Carroll Co. Deed Book2, p.385, Book3, p.43; Book6,
pp. 439–40.

Gallatin Co. Deed Book D, p.431.
Evelyn Welch

known as Television Receive Only (TVRO), or
earth station receivers of satellite television broad

casts. The home TVRO systems were an alternative
to community cable providers. By the mid-1990s,
home satellite dish systems were digital and re
ceived higher-powered satellite television signals;
therefore the size of the satellite dishes could be
reduced to that of smaller off-air television anten

nas. Today it is common to see the smaller dishes
mounted on homes in Northern Kentucky com
CABLETELEVISION. The earliest cable televi

munities where cable television is also available.

sion systems were in the form of community an
tennatelevision, which was created to bring distant

Allen, Randy. "Panel Picks Storer for Cable TV in
Kenton, Boone," KE, November 18, 1980, Al.

television broadcasts to rural areas and smaller

communities with reception problems during the
early 1950s. The Maysville Community Television
Tower Company first offered broadcasts from
Cincinnati to its customers in 1953. In 1960 the

Cable-Vision Company, owned and operated by
Maysville radio station WFTM, expanded cable
television in the Maysville region by carrying TV
stations from both Cincinnati and Lexington. The
name changed to Limestone Cablevision in the late
1970s, and the service area expanded to include
neighboring Bracken and Robertson counties.
Some suburban cities in Kenton Co. awarded

cially retired from Wiseway in the early 1990s and

ership, Looks to Go Digital." Owenton News
Herald, January 24, 2007, 1–2.
Get with the Show! Storer Cable promotional flyer.
Covington, Ky: Storer Communications of North

handed overcontrol to his two eldest sons.

ern Kentucky, 1981.

Hackett, Rosemary. "Cable TV Turned On in New
port," KP September 2, 1981, 10K.
Maysville, Ky.
Kreimer, Peggy. "InterMedia Cable Has New Owner."
KP April 20, 1999,7A.
Nash, Francis M. Towers over Kentucky: A History
of Radio and TV in the Bluegrass State. Lexing
ton, Ky: Host Communications, 1995.

and the franchises were revoked. Cable television in

Soon..." KPJanuary 27, 1979,9K.
"Storer to Have NewName, KPJanuary 14, 1993,3K.

John Schlipp

an added number of television channels not avail

able over off-air broadcasting were draws for cable
television customers in Northern Kentucky. Be
tween 1993 and 1999, reorganization and acquisi
tions brought name changes and new ownerships to
Storer, which eventually led to the present Northern
Kentucky cable franchise, Insight Communications
Company. Insightenhanced cable reception and ex

panded programming with digital cable service. In
2003 high definition television (HDTV) channels

arrived as an option for customers, offeringboth lo
cal HDTV broadcasts and HDTV cable program
ming. Cable television features a number of public
access programs such as Northern Kentucky Mag
azine, which was initially hosted by Richard
“Dick” Von Hoene, then by Twana Thomas, and
later by Nancy James.
D&N Cable served Owen Co. until 2007, when

an engineer living in Lexington purchased the
franchise and renamed it Kentucky Ridge Coun
try Communications (KRCC) to reflect the rolling
landscape of the community. KRCC supports
neighboring Liberty Communications for the ru
ral cable customers in Gallatin Co. Insight Com
munications Company covers cable services in
Warsaw as well as Carrollton in Carroll Co.

Personal cable systems became an alternative

CADY, MARY L. MITCHELL (b. ca. 1834,

Maysville, Ky; d. September 27, 1888, Maysville,
Ky). Mason Co. native Mary Louise Mitchell, a poet,
was the great-granddaughter of Jacob Boone, a
cousin of Daniel Boone, who settled in Maysville
in the late 1780s. The daughter of Andrew and
Lavinia Degman Mitchell, she was well educated
and by age 15 had developed a love for poetry. She
contributed several piecestothelouisville Journal,
the Saturday Evening Post, Willis' Home Journal,
and her hometown newspapers, the Maysville Bul
letin and the Maysville Eagle. On November 23,
1854, Mary wedded Jarvis Gladden Cady in Mason
Co. In 1869 she published the poem "The Fabric of
Life" in the Maysville Bulletin, extolling life's good
works as the key to salvation. In another poem,
"Resignation," she suggested that man simply place
himself in God's plan without resistance.
The family moved to Covington during the early
1870s. Jarviscady diedon July 31, 1875, at Maysville's
Central Hotel, from what appeared to be an over
dose of opium. Between 1876 and 1882, Mary lived
in Covington as the widowed mother of four chil
dren at 70 W. 10th St. Mary died in 1888 and was
buried at the Maysville and Mason Co. Cemetery.
Covington City Directories, 1876–1882.

"Mary L. Mitchell Cady." Biography Files, Kentucky
Department of Libraries and Archives, Frankfort,
Ky.
"Mr. J.G. Cady..."CI, July 31, 1875, 3.

choice available to Northern Kentuckians in the

early 1980s as large satellite television dishes were
installed on private properties of many rural
homes in the region. These early systems were

Convention and Visitors Bureau, and Ken

tucky's Pritchard Committee for Education. Cain
servedasa director of Boone State Bank beginning
in the 1970s. After Fifth-Third Bank purchased this
bank, he remained a member of the board until
1998. In 1990 he was one of the cofounders of the

new Boone State Bank, which has moved into Ken

ton, Campbell, and Grant counties and is now
known as the Bank of Kentucky. Cain is still a
member of its board of directors.

Cain began his political career by supporting
several local Democratic candidates. He ran for a

time before Storer obtained its franchise. Premium

movieservices such as Home BoxOffice (HBO)and

Cain became chairman of the Northern Ken

tucky Chamber of Commerce in 1988. He was
also active for many years in the TriCounty Eco
nomic Development Corporation (Northern
Kentucky Tri-ED), the Northern Kentucky

Kentucky Gateway Museum Center, vertical files,

Reiter, John. "Cable TV just Flirting Now but Very

the urban and suburban cities of Northern Ken

and the Master Plumbers' Association. He offi

Coffman, Joshua. "Cable Company Gets New Own

cable franchises in the early 1970s, but owingtofed
eral regulations, these systems were never installed,

tucky became a reality with the Storer Cable fran
chise in the early 1980s. MetroVision cable served
the city of Newport exclusively for a short period of

nessman, a farmer, and an active community
member. He graduated from Simon Kenton High
School and the University of Kentucky. Cain mar
ried Jacqueline Malone, of Smiths Grove, in 1963,
and they have three sons. He worked in the agri
cultural chemical industry for International Min
eral and Chemicals until 1970. In the early 1970s,
Cain founded Wiseway Plumbing, which sellslight
fixtures, cabinets, and plumbing supplies; it grew
from one store in Independence to six over the
years. During this time he was a leader in the
Homebuilders Association of Northern Kentucky

CAIN, RODNEY “BIZ” (b. November 17, 1938,

Independence, Ky.) Rodney "Biz" Cain is a busi

seat in the Kentucky senate in 1994 but was de
feated by Gex Williams. In 1996 Governor Paul
Patton chose Cain to be secretary of workforce de
velopment. He was at the forefront of the move to
combine state technical schools with the Univer

sity of Kentucky system of community colleges. In
1998 he was chosen by Patton to complete the
term of Kenton Co. Republican judge-executive
Clyde Middleton. His accomplishments included
changing the process of appointing airport board
members: they are now selected by the county
judge. Cain lives on the farm where he was raised,
Caintuckee Acres in Independence.
"Cabinet Position for Cain," KP December 7, 1995, l'K.

Cain, Charles. Interview by Deborah Kremer, Janu
ary 25, 2005, Florence, Ky.

Cain, Rodney "Biz." Interview via email by Deborah
Kremer, February 3, 2005.
"Cain Pledges to Clean Up Bid Mess." KP March 9,
1998, 1K.

"Cain's Agenda." KP March 5, 1998,4K.
"A Job Well Done" KPJanuary 1, 1999.4K.
Deborah Kohl Kremer

CALDWELL, ALFRED M. (b. May 16, 1872,
LeSage, W.Va.; d. August 7, 1948, Dayton, Ky).

Judge Alfred M. Caldwell was the son of Robert
and Elizabeth Schlaegel Caldwell. He married
Beulah Rich in 1897, and the couple had two chil
dren, a daughterandason. In 1901 Alfred Caldwell
entered politics and was elected Bellevue's city
attorney. As a private attorney, he incorporated
many small communities in Campbell Co., such as

140

CALDWELL, CHARLES H.

Highland Heights and Woodlawn. He later served
as Campbell Co. attorney and county judge, before
being elected to the circuit court bench in 1922. He
served in that capacity for 18 years and was re
placed by Roger Neff Jr. Caldwell was an active
member of the Newport Elks Club and the Ma
sonic Order (see Masons). He also served as a di

rector of the Campbell Co. Bank and the Citizens
Building and Loan Association. He died in 1948 at
Speers Hospital in Dayton, Ky., after suffering a
stroke at home the night before. At the time of his
death, he was living at 452 Ward Ave. in Bellevue.
Funeral services were held at the Dobbling Funeral
Home, and he was buried in the Highland Ceme
tery in Fort Mitchell.
Explore NKY. “Highland Heights Kentucky." www
.Northern-Kentucky.com (accessed December 10,
2005).

“Former Judge Taken by Death,” CE, August 8, 1948,
26.

“Judge Caldwell Dies at Age of 78,” KP, August 7,
1948, 1 K.

Locally, he was selected as Grant Countian of
the Year in 1987, an award sponsored by the Grant
Co. Chamber of Commerce, and he also received

Mildred Belew

the Distinguished Alumni Award from William
stown High School. On the state level, Caldwell
was a charter member and two-time chairman of

the Northern Kentucky Area Development
District. He was president of the Kentucky Mu
nicipal League, which represented more than 400

ginia originally granted the property to Robert

sation Insurance Board. On the national level, Herb

Revolutionary War soldier Thomas Buckner.

served for 12 years either as a member or as chair
man of the advisory board for Small Cities of the
National League of Cities. The Small Cities organi
zation represented more than 800 cities nationwide
with populations of 50,000 or fewer.
During the last four years of his life, Caldwell
suffered a major heart attack and battled cancer.
He died at the Grant Co. Hospital in 1989 and was
buried at the Williamstown Cemetery.

After taking a correspondence course from the
National Radio Institute in Washington, D.C., he
fulfilled a childhood dream by opening his own

was not drafted into World War II.
Caldwell's involvement in the local business

community led him to become a member of the
Williamstown Volunteer Fire Department, and he
continued as a member for 35 years. He was a char
ter member of the Grant Co. Hospital Board and the
Williamstown Kiwanis as well as helping to found
Williamstown's Grant Manor nursing home and
Parkview Manor senior housing community (see
Nursing Homes and Retirement Housing). He
was an active member of the Williamstown Bap
tist Church, Gideons International, Grant Lodge
No. 85 Free & Accepted Masons, Oleika Shrine
Temple of Lexington, the Grant Co. Shrine Club,
and the Indra Consistory of the Scottish Rite.
After being elected to the Williamstown City
Council, he became actively involved in the con

Thomas Buckner.

1989, 1.

to the roofline. The foundation was constructed of

Johnson, Omer W. “Faith, Prayer, and Hope Toppled
Cancer," KP, June 21, 1984, 1.
and Best Friend," KP, December 27, 1989, 7A.

“Williamstown's Driving Force Dies of Can
cer,” KP, December 22, 1989, 1.

Rouse, Ann. "Williamstown's Biggest Booster, Its
Mayor." CE, January 17, 1972, 21.

Turmell, Mike “Mayor Herbert Caldwell,74,” CE, De
cember 23, 1989, C4.

fieldstones at least two feet thick. A rear wing that
lacked such high-quality workmanship was added
at a later date. Other buildings were built on the
property as needed for the operation of a small
plantation.
Because Manley had a strong interest in bot
any, he introduced many new trees and plants on
his farm. The cypress trees around the lake in front
of the home serve as reminders of his work. He sold

Brenda Caldwell Stanley

the property to William H. Wilson in 1858. Man
ley died in 1869 and was buried in the Timberlake

CALDWELL ACADEMY. The H. C. Smith

Family Cemetery near the mansion. His body was

Academy, which became the Caldwell Academy in
1900, was located in Owenton, the county seat of
Owen Co. Caldwell Academy itself operated for
two years, 1900–1902. The school was owned and
run by Dr. Jesse Caldwell, the pastor of the Chris

removed to Highland Cemetery in Fort Mitchell in
1925. The mansion and grounds were purchased
by Asahel Hathaway in 1862 and then sold in 1864
to Cincinnati businessman James P. Garvey for use

tian Church in Owenton from 1897 until 1902. The

ern Railroad was built in 1877, Garvey opened a
lumberyard nearby and became one of the devel
opers of the city of Erlanger. Miss Anna Bedinger
purchased the property from Garvey's widow in

business in town, Caldwell Electric, in March 1941.

He operated that concern successfully for 47 years.
Because of his ability in repairing refrigeration, he

Buckner built his home, Beechwood, on the east

side of the tract, and the Manley property was lo
cated on the west side, fronting on the Covington
and Lexington Turnpike. The property was in
herited by Hubbard Buckner upon the death of

Seek Re-election,” Grant County News, August 24,

ness," Grant County Express, December 26, 1989, 1.
Jasper, Debra. “Williamstown Mayor Decides Not to

— "Williamstown Mourns the Loss of Its Mayor

married Della Bennett in 1938.

Johnson and Robert D. Watkins, who sold it to

Manley had moved to the Cincinnatiarea from
the Deep South to be near his daughter, who was
attending school in Cincinnati. The family's man
sion was constructed of bricks made on-site by
slave laborers. Originally built as a rectangle with
an ornate French colonial wrought-iron porch on
the front, the house included nine fireplaces. All
floor joists were poplar, and all exterior walls, as
well as major interior walls, were three bricks thick

Mayor." Grant County News, November 1, 1990, 1.
— "Williamstown Mayor Dies after Extended Ill

Belle Works Caldwell. Caldwell graduated from
Williamstown High School (see Williamstown
Independent Schools) in 1935 and began work
ing as a clerk in a dry goods store for $1 a day. He

purchased by Caleb Stone Manley from Hubbard

rectors of the Kentucky Association of Counties—
Kentucky Municipal League Workman's Compen

Baker-Nantz, Jamie. “Memorial Dedicated for Former

side Williamstown to Ezra Clarence and Laura

suburban Kenton Co., was built on a 68.5-acre site
T. Buckner in 1851. The Commonwealth of Vir

H948.

1915, Williamstown, Ky.; d. December 22, 1989,
Williamstown, Ky.) Charles Herbert “Herb"
Caldwell, longtime mayor of Williamstown, was
the youngest of seven children born on a farm out

CALEB MANLEY HOUSE. The Manley man
sion in Erlanger, one of the oldest structures in

cities in the state, and chairman of the board of di

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 15826, for the year

CALDWELL, CHARLES H. (b. December 2,

William Caldwell, on whose land it was located,

and it was mainly used by Caldwell for shipping.

academy was closed after Owenton High School
opened in 1902. Rev. Caldwell moved away from
town; there was no reason to remain, since students

desiring secondary education could attend the new
Owenton High School tuition-free. Such transi
tions were common throughout the region as pub
lic education was expanded to the high school lev
els. After serving as the dean of the Bible college at
Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa, and occa
sionally returning to Owenton to visit his wife's
family, the Settles, Caldwell died in March 1941.
Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen

struction of Lake Williamstown. He was elected

County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,

town mayor in 1964, a position he held until his
death. During Caldwell's 26-year term as the mayor,
the city's assets increased dramatically as it received
a total of $8 million in grants. At the time of his
death, the city owned its own water and sewer, elec
trical distribution, and cable television systems.

1976.

CALDWELL STATION. Caldwell Station in
Pendleton Co. was between DeMossville and But

ler, adjacent to the Licking River and the Coving
ton and Lexington Railroad. It was named for

as a summer home. After the Cincinnati South

1900 and lived there until it was sold in 1913 to

restaurateur Thomas R. Cody, who converted the
mansion into a restaurant and used the surround

ing grounds for various types of social activities.
He was noted for his mint juleps and Kentucky
burgoo. Prohibition severely inhibited his busi
ness, and Cody was forced to close the restaurant.
Heavily in debt, he sold the property to Marguerite
Stetter in 1935. She led a group of investors who
established Forest Lawn Cemetery on the prop
erty. The mansion was converted for use as offices
for the cemetery.
Manley's beautiful mansion, with its small lake
in front surrounded by the cypresstreeshe planted,
forms one of the most picturesque settings in the
area. The City of Erlanger, Forest Lawn Cemetery,

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

and the Kentucky Highway Department have
worked together to preserve the property as devel
opment has occurred on all sides.
Campbell Co. Deed Book D2,301, Alexandria, Ky.
Kenton Co. Deed Books, Covington, Ky.
Onkst, Wayne, ed. From Buffalo Trails to the Twenty
First Century: A Centennial History of Erlanger,
Kentucky. Erlanger, Ky: Erlanger Historical Soci
ety, 1996.

Wayne Onkst
CALIFORNIA (CAMPBELL CO.). The small
city of California, Ky., is located along the Ohio
River in eastern Campbell Co. Over the years,
floods have inundated this community and some
public records have been destroyed, but the earliest
surviving ones date from 1849. Since that was the
year of the much-publicized California Gold Rush,
it is believed that the city's name may have been

when William Pepper Houston reorganized the
churchand made it into one ofthe leadingchurches
in Campbell Co.
Although the Ohio River flooded the church
many times during the last halfof the 19th century,
the congregation continued to worship until 1892,
when its building, including the church records,
was completely destroyed by fire. Again the church
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was rebuilt, but the Ohio River flood of 1937 and

between the two schools. The vote passed, and on
September 12, 1925, the combined school opened,
but it met in the old building until the new A. J.
Jolly School was completed in 1928. The A. J. Jolly
School, with its elementary and high school curri
cula, replaced the two original schools. The old
California building was sold in 1929 for $850. The
A. J. Jolly School remained open until 2005, but the
high school portion closed in 1946. The old Cali

another damaging flood a few years later took
their toll on the small congregation (by then down

as a private residence.

fornia school structure, which still stands, is used

to 21 members), and it was decided to move to

Campbell County Recorder, January 1983.

Dameron, credited with laying out the town into

higher ground. Rev. Robert Matheny reorganized
the church at that time. In 1945 a log cabin on the
farm of Bill France was dedicated as the congrega
tion's meeting place. This was later sold to pay for
the material to build a more permanent structure
on land given by Karl Iles, who also did the stone
work that set the church apart from so many other
buildings of its period. The first service was held in
the new church in 1947, but the congregation

lots, made the first land transactions. The earliest

waited until 1951 to dedicate the structure so that a

was renamed for Jonathan Callen, who came to the

extant map, drawn in 1871, shows eight streets. In
1852 California received its first post office, with
John H. Nelson as postmaster. The town was incor
porated on February 7, 1874. In the early days, the
town was isolated; overland it was necessary to

dual centennial and dedication celebration might
be held. This building had stained-glass windows
made by James Taylor, a member of the church
who was a stained-glass designer and artisan with
Riordan Glass of Covington.
Although small, the church had a significant
ministry. The large number of people who returned
to annual “homecoming” celebrations testify to
the importance of the support and Christian foun
dation the church provided. Ultimately, the size of
the congregation dwindled so much that continu
ation of the church was beyond their strength. The
final service was celebrated on Sunday, April 30,
2006. The last minister of the church was lay min
ister Thomas Rambo, who had served throughout
the final 25 years of the church's existence.

area in theearly 1800s.Callenranahog-slaughtering

derived from that event. John H. Nelson and E. P.

reach it from Alexandria Pk. (U.S. 27) via Wash

ington Trace Rd. and California Crossroads.
Much early transportation was done by steamboat,
but in 1888 the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad
came through town and built a depot, providing
quick and easy access to towns such as Augusta,
Maysville, Dayton, Bellevue, Newport, and Cin
cinnati. In 1948 the Mary Ingles Highway was
completed through California, linking the com
munity by roadway with other communities along
the Ohio River. According to the 2000 U.S. census,
the city has 86 residents; it is the smallest incorpo
rated community in Campbell, Kenton, and Boone
counties. California was home to the Jolly family,
which included the church-building minister Rev.
James M. Jolly and his son, the educator A.J. Jolly
Sr., and to the Carnegie Hall diva Mary Hissem

“California—Dedication of New Christian Church,"

KJ, May 18, 1894, 4.
"Call Is Accepted by Rev. Severns—Bellevue Pastor to
Go to California," KP, July 17, 1940, 1.
“Minister Gets Scholarship,” KTS, April 3, 1956,4A.
Thomas Rambo

DeMoss.

Campbell Co. School Board Minutes, from the John
W. Reiley era, Campbell Co. Board of Education,
Alexandria, Ky.
Kenneth A. Reis

CALLENSVILLE. Callensville, once a vibrant

town, was located across the South Licking River
from Morgan in Pendleton Co. The town was first
known as Littell's Station, after William Littell, and

house and a tavern near his residence. In the wide

South Licking Valley adjacent to the town, there
was a racetrack, owned by James Hand, where
Kentucky thoroughbreds were trained for the rac
ing circuits in Philadelphia and in Baltimore. A
physician named Dr. Minturn was raised in Cal
lensville and later practiced there.
In 1900, Callensville was still a town, with six

houses, two barns, a tollgate, a grain mill, a slave
cemetery, and one large building run by a
Mr. Makemson, which housed a saloon, a dancehall,

the post office, and a general store. In 1923 all that
remained was six houses; in 1929 three of those were
condemned and torn down. Another house burned

the followingyear. On the night of February 29, 1952,
the last house in Callensvilleburned. Today nothing
remains of Callensville except memories.
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CALIFORNIA CHRISTIAN CHURCH. The

California, Ky., Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) was founded in 1851 by Rev. Benjamin
Franklin, an itinerant minister, while he was on a

preaching mission through Ohio, Indiana, and
Kentucky. The original edifice was located near the
riverbank in the village, which at the time was a
thriving steamboat port. The building was plagued
by flood and fire and was so badly damaged by a
storm in 1860 that it no longer could be used as a
place of worship. Without a place in which to meet,
the congregation all but disbanded until 1879,

CALIFORNIA ELEMENTARY AND HIGH

SCHOOL. A two-story frame school was built on
a 2.45-acre parcel in the town of California, located
along the Ohio River in southeastern Campbell
Co., sometime between 1890 and 1900. Appar
ently, this school began as an elementary school
and added a high school curriculum in 1925; at
that time the elementary grades met on the first
floor and the high school on the second floor. It
was called a seminary or a high school in some rec
ords. The building was improved, closed, and re
opened several times because of disrepair or low
enrollment. It had a capacity of 80 students and
was referred to as common school district 17 in the

Campbell Co. School Board's minutes. It remained
open until 1928, when a neighboring school on
Smith Rd., the Beech Grove Academy, initiated
discussions to combine the two schools. A special
vote was held on a proposed tax that would supply
funds to build a new school, located about halfway

Cossaboom, Ewing O. "More Reminiscences of Morgan
Kentucky," Falmouth Outlook, January 20, 1984,6.
“Morgan,” vertical file, Pendleton Co. Public Library,
Falmouth, Ky.
Melissa J. Wickelhaus

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH. The Calvary
Baptist Church was organized in Latonia (a part of
Covington) on November 3, 1920, with 52 charter
members present. Articles of faith and the church
covenant were adopted and church officers were
elected. The church voted to call Harry O. Fry as its
beginning pastor, and the first service took place
on November 7, 1920, in Bird's Hall at Ritte's Cor
ner in Latonia, where the church remained for two

years. Services were then moved to the old Latonia
Christian Church on 36th St. Pastor Fry resigned,
and in December 1922 Kitley Johnson was called
as the second pastor. He stayed until April 1925
and was followed by Pastor L. A. Byrd, who served

142

CALVARY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

from June 1925 until January 1927. D. B. Eastep re
placed Byrd and continued as the Calvary Baptist
Church pastor for 35 years. In 1927, on Christmas
Day, the first church bulletin was published. One
of Pastor Eastep's early innovations was to place

offering boxes in the rear of the church instead of
passing offering plates. In July 1931 he began a pro
gram called the Whole Bible Study Course. The
first course booklet was published in 1937. The
popularity of the course, along with other writings
by Eastep, led to creation of the Calvary Baptist
Church Book Room, where religious books and
related items were sold, with the stipulation that all
profits be used to support missions. Dr. Harry
Ironside, who donated a complete set of his books
to the Calvary Baptist Church's library, was the
guest speaker at the first Bible Conference in March
1933. On Anniversary Sunday, February 24, 1934,
Eastep asked everyone to take one building fund
envelope and put seven pennies in it, one for each
year of his service. Thus began the Calvary Baptist
Church's Building Program.
In 1938 the church initiated local broadcasting
over radio station WCPO. That year also marked
the purchase of property at W. Southern and Tib
batts Sts. in Latonia. On January 4, 1939, the cor
nerstone of the chapel was laid there, and on Sep
tember 17, 1939, the first service was held in the

new building. The total cost of the building was
only $20,000 because church members did much
of the work. The church's first Vacation Bible
School was held in 1942. The church voted in 1944

to build a larger auditorium, which was completed
and opened on April 30, 1950. When the city of
Covington ended its kindergarten program, Cal
vary Baptist Church, in 1959, built a building to
house its own kindergarten program.
That same year Warren Wiersbe spoke for the
first time at Calvary Baptist Church; in 1960 he re
turned for a fall Bible Conference. Wiersbe was

called as an associate pastor on June 14, 1961. Upon
Eastep's death, March 19, 1962, Wiersbe assumed
leadership of the church. During his tenure Wi
ersbe refined the Whole Bible Study Course, and
his published booklets were distributed worldwide.
The church broke ground for a new auditorium in
1967, and the building opened on October 2, 1968.
Wiersbe resigned on August 8, 1971, to become the
pastor of the Moody Church in Chicago.
Galen Call, Calvary Baptist Church's assistant
pastor, was called to become the church's senior
pastor on January 12, 1972. Six months later, Call
led the church to approve the creation of Calvary
Christian School. On October 21, 1979, Call re

signed and Randall Faulkner was named interim
pastor. On May 14, 1980, the church called Faulkner
as Calvary's next senior pastor. In 1985 Calvary be
gan participating in the Awana program, a minis
try to children ages 3–12. On September 6, 1987,
Robert Montgomery, the minister of music, re
signed from that position and began a new pro
gram for senior adults called Young at Heart. Pas
tor Faulkner resigned in late 1989, and in February
1991 Dr. Charles U. Wagner became the senior
pastor. Wagner placed special emphasis on mis
sions and also implemented a visitation program

called Organized Obedience. In August 1995 the
church began a year-long 75th-anniversary cele
bration, during which many former pastors re
turned as guest speakers. One highlight of the year
was visits to the church's former meeting sites. In
1999 the church built the Calvary Center addition.
The church purchased the adjoining eight-acre
property, formerly Liberty Cherry's processing
plant, to be used for future expansion and addi
tional parking. Wagner retired as pastor in 2003 to
give his full time to conference speaking. The
church called Dr. Curtis DeGraaff to become the

new senior pastor in May of that year. Currently,
Calvary Baptist Church, with a membership of
about 1,800, is one of the largest Baptist churches
in Northern Kentucky.
“Calvary Baptist to Break Ground for Fifth Building
Project, KP. March 21, 1998,8K.
“Church Is Sold,” KP December 1, 1921, 1.

“This Sunday, We Welcome Our New Senior Pastor–

Dr. Curtis deGraaff," KE, May 10, 2003, B4.

James Williamson Calvert, a Boone Co. attorney,
was known to friends and family as J. W. He was
the son of Willis and Elizabeth Ewing Calvert. The
family moved to Boone Co. and J. W. attended the
Morgan Academy (known then as the Boone
Academy). His mother died November 13, 1827,
and his father married Rebecca Ragsdale. After his
father's death in 1849, J. W., who never married,
lived in the same household as Rebecca Calvert

and several of his siblings.
Calvert was instructed in the profession of law
by attorney James M. Preston of Burlington. In
1841 Calvert was admitted to the bar in Boone Co.

and practiced law until his retirement at age 61. He
was also active in the Masonic Order (see Masons)

in Burlington and was a member of the Christian
Church. By 1860 Calvert was living in Foster's
Hotel in Burlington, where Fountain Riddell,
another Boone Co. attorney and former student of
Morgan Academy, also lived. Calvert was a mentor
to Riddell.
The 1870 census listed Calvert's assets as real

Mary Price

CALVARY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL. Calvary
Baptist Church in Latonia started the Calvary
Christian School in 1973 as a ministry in which re
ligious education would be central and primary to
every aspect of the curriculum and every extended
program. With the strong pastoral leadership of
Senior Pastor Galen Call, the church congregation
committed to a two-phase building program, de
signed for a maximum enrollment of 700. The Cal
vary Christian School operates solely on the basis of
tuition and gifts; the school and church leadership
have chosen not to receive any federal or local gov
ernment funding. Beginning in 1973, with 64 stu
dents enrolled through grade four, classes were held
for the first two years in the facilities of the Calvary
Baptist Church. During that period, Phase I of con

estate holdings of $2,000 and a personal estate val
ued at $4,500. A portion of his personal holdings
no doubt included his collection of antique coins
and paper money; some pieces in his collection
were 200 years old.
In 1889 Calvert contracted malarial fever and

died. The body was initially interred in a vault in
the Burlington Independent Order of Odd
Fellows cemetery (the New Burlington Cemetery)
and soon afterward moved to the Old Burlington
Cemetery on Bullittsville Rd.
Boone County Recorder, July 1, 1885, 3; August 21,
1889,2; August 28, 1889,3;September 4, 1889, 3.
Worrel, Stephen A, and Anne W. Fitzgerald. Boone
County, Kentucky Marriages: 1798–1850. Falls
Church, Va.; S. Worrel, 1991.

Jannes W. Garbett

struction of the school was under way at 5955 Tay

lor Mill Rd. in Independence. Students first began
using the new facility in fall 1975. The following
year Phase II was completed.
Thirty years later, during the 2003–2004 aca
demic year,673 students were enrolled in preschool
and kindergarten through grade 12. In 1979 the
Calvary Christian School celebrated its first gradu
ating class with 19 students. In 1994 the school was
awarded its first accreditation by the Association
of Christian Schools International. The Southern

Association of Colleges and Schools granted ac
creditation to the school in 2001. The school's ex

ecutive committee approved joining the Kentucky
High School Athletic Association beginning with
the 2000 academic year.
Calvary Christian School Records, Calvary Christian
School, Independence, Ky.
“Placing Faith in Private Schools," KE, February 12,
1995, Al.

“School Marks 30 Years of Growth,” KE, August 23,
2003, 61.
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CALVERT, JAMES W. “J. W.” (b. July 2, 1817.
Lexington, Ky.; d. August 18, 1889, Burlington, Ky).

CAMMACK, ALLEN B. (b. January 6, 1899,
Owenton, Ky; d. July 10, 1985, Chapel Hill, NC).
Allen Berriman Cammack, a legislator and a busi
nessman, was the eldest of eight children born to
Judge James W. Cammack Sr. and Nell Allen
Cammack. He graduated from Owenton High
School and, on May 1, 1917, volunteered to serve in
World War I. Cammack went into the U.S. Navy
and was trained at the Navy RadioSchool at Harvard
University in Cambridge, Mass. After the war, he en
tered law school at the University of Kentucky at Lex
ington, where he graduated in 1923. Allen Cammack
practiced intermittently in his father's Owenton law
firm from 1924through 1942. He was the state repre
sentative from Owen Co. between 1923 and 1925

and was Owen Co. attorney from 1930 to 1932. He
was also in charge of the National Youth Adminis
tration's Industrial WorkShopTraining program for
Kentucky from 1936 through 1942.
In 1942 Cammack moved to Burlington, N.C.,
to work for the Fairchild Aircraft Company. Even
tually, he owned the Cammack Office Supply Com
pany. He also became involved in politics and civic
service projects in Burlington, serving on that city's
council from 1955 to 1959 and at one time acting

CAMPBELL, ALEXANDER

as mayor pro tem. Cammack, who was especially
interested in environmental issues and water re

sources, planned and implemented the develop
ment of Lake Burlington, an 850-acre reservoir and
recreational lake near Burlington. In 1979 the lake
was renamed Lake Cammack, in recognition of
Allen Cammack's part in creating it. After three

years offailing health, he died in 1985 while staying
at his daughter's home in nearby Chapel Hill, N.C.
His wife, the former Louella Arnold, and a son and

a daughter survived him. Cammack was cremated
and his ashes were spread over Lake Cammack.
“Allen Berriman Cammack Sr." Burlington (N.C.)
Times-News, July 10, 1985,2D.
Cammack, Allen, Jr., to Michael R. Sweeney, May 2005.
Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,
1976.

“Lake Cammack Offers Nice Mixture,” Burlington
(N.C.) Times-News, May 12, 2002.
CAMMACK, JAMES WILLIAM, JR. (b. 1902,

Owenton, Ky.; d. July 30, 1958, New York, N.Y.).
Judge James W. Cammack Jr. was born in Owen
ton in 1902 to James W. and Nell Allen Cammack.

He graduated from Castle Height Military Acad
emy, Lebanon, Tenn., in 1919 and attended Owen
ton High School for his senior year. He earned an
LLB from the University of Kentucky (UK), where
he also played guard on the football team. He
passed the state bar in 1924. He taught high school
and coached football for a few years before return
ing to UK to earn a BA in 1927 and an MA in edu
cation in 1929. After further study at Peabody Col
lege in Nashville and at the University of Chicago,
he received a PhD from UK in 1937. Cammack

set up a law practice in Owenton and quickly was
recognized as a talented and able lawyer. Cam
mack married Nell Allen of Lexington in 1898; fu
ture U.S. Congressman June W. Gayle was one of
his groomsmen. Cammack and his wife lived in
Owenton and raised eight children, and Cammack
practiced law there. From 1904 until 1907, he
served as a Kentucky state senator for Owen and
Grant counties. He sponsored legislation on tem
perance and legislation that provided the initial
funding of the institutions that became Eastern
Kentucky University at Richmond and Western
Kentucky University at Bowling Green. Cammack
was a member of the Board of Regents at Eastern
Kentucky University for many years. In 1907 he
became a circuit judge for the 15th Judicial District
(Boone, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, and Owen coun

ties) and continued in the position until 1916. In
1927 he was elected attorney general of Kentucky.
While in that office, he sponsored legislation that
improved laws governing commercial shipping; he
joined with fellow Northern Kentuckians Charles
B. Truesdell and Ellsworth Regenstein in a
successful fight to save Cumberland Falls State
Park from destruction by an upstream dam; he
spoke out against gambling and prostitution in
Northern Kentucky; and he promoted the build
ing of the bridge at Gratz across the Kentucky
River, eliminating the antiquated ferry service lo
cated there. In 1932 Cammack returned to his law
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day he pitched a shutout against the National
League's Cincinnati Reds. That year he became the
ace of the Pittsburgh Pirates team and led them to
the National League pennant. However, during the
World Series, Camnitz apparently developed arm
problems and pitched poorly. Some claimed that he
was just out of shape, while others said that perhaps
he had developed a drinking problem. He again
pitched poorly during the 1910 season, posting a re
cord of 12-13 with an ERA of 3.22. He rebounded the

next year and pitched two 20-win seasons in a row.
In 1913 he mysteriously developed control problems
and walked a career-high of 107 batters, while com
pilinga record of6-17
In August 1913 Camnitz was traded to the Na
tional League's Philadelphia Phillies, where he
continued his subpar pitching. Between the two
clubs that year, he lost a total of 20 games. Although
he was under contract with Philadelphia for the
1914 season, he jumped to the newly formed Fed
eral League. In that much-less-competitive envi
ronment, Camnitz compiled a record of 14-18,
with an ERA of 3.23. Early in the 1915 season, he
was accused of violating club rules and was given
an unconditional release.
Camnitz returned to Louisville, where he took

a job as an automobile salesman, a position he held
for the next 40 years. He worked until about a
month before his death at age 78. He was buried in
the family plot at Cave Hill Cemetery, Louisville.

practice in Owenton. Following abdominal sur
gery, he contracted pneumonia and died in 1939 at
St. Joseph Infirmary in Louisville. He was buried
at the Lexington Cemetery in Lexington.

Cave Hill Cemetery Records, Louisville, Ky.
The Library of Congress. American Memory. "Howie
Camnitz." http://memory.loc.gov (accessed Janu

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen

Reis, Jim. "Bluegrass Players Left Mark," KP, Decem

ary 7, 2007).
ber 20, 1993, 4K.

County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky: Standard,

held various state government positions in the in
terim. In 1938 Governor A. B. Chandler (1935–

1939, 1955–1959) appointed him to the Kentucky
Court of Appeals. In 1944, having run as a candi
date from both major parties, he was elected judge
in that same court. In 1951 he became the chief

justice of the court and was reelected for a second
eight-year term. In 1958, while he was in New York
City to attend an annual seminar for appellate
judges, he died at St. Vincent Hospital following
emergency surgery for an ulcer condition. He was
buried at the Lexington Cemetery in Lexington, in
the lot with his parents.

1976.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 4021, for the year
Lexington Cemetery Records. www.lexcem.com.

CAMNITZ, HOWIE (b. August 22, 1881, Coving.
ton, Ky.; d. March 2, 1960, Louisville Ky). Major
league baseball player Samuel Howard “Howie"
Camnitz was the son of Henry Camnitz, a printer,

and Elizabeth Camnitz (see Baseball). Howie began
his major league career in 1904, as a right-handed
pitcher with the National League's Pittsburgh Pi
rates. He was nicknamed “Red” or “Rosebud" be

dest son of William Butler and Elizabeth Jane

Franks Cammack. The family moved to Grant Co.,

14-5, with 151 Strikeouts. He returned to the Pirates

Ky., along Eagle Creek, in 1872. James attended

in September 1906, and it soon became apparent that
he had corrected his problems. In 1907 he compileda
pitching record of 13-8, with four shutouts and an
earned run average (ERA) of 2.15. During the 1908
season, his pitching improved, giving him a 16-9 re
cord, and he lowered his ERA to a microscopic 1.56.
He saved hisbest pitching for 1909, when on opening

1976.

The Lexington Cemetery. www.lexcem.com.
CAMMACK, JAMES WILLIAM, SR. (b. July
15, 1869, Crawford Co., Ind; d. February 5, 1939,
Louisville, Ky). Judge James Cammack was the el

school in Grant Co. and also studied at the Cedar

Grove College at Gratz. He taught school from
1884 until 1889 in Grant Co. and then entered the

National Normal University at Lebanon, Ohio,
where he studied law; he passed the Kentucky ex
amination to practice law in 1892. Afterward, he

cessed January 7, 2007).

1939.

cause of his bright red hair. Howie's younger brother
Harry also attempted to become a major leaguer, but
he only managed to pitch four innings for the Pirates
and two for the National League's St. Louis Cardi
nals, winningjust one game. Howie's best pitch was a
curveball, but he used it so often that opposing play
ers soon caught on and he was sent back to the mi
nors to develop other pitches and learn to disguise
his curveball. There, he compileda win–loss record of

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,

SABR. “Howie Camnitz." http://bioprojisabrorg (ac

CAMPBELL, ALEXANDER (b. September 12,
1788, near Ballymena, County Antrim, Ireland; d.
March 4, 1866, Bethany, W.Va.). Alexander Camp
bell, an influential preacher, was the oldest of
the seven children of Thomas and Jane Corneigle
Campbell. His minister father was a Scottish Pres
byterian; his mother was a French Huguenot. By
1809 the family had arrived in the United States; in
Pennsylvania they organized the Christian Asso
ciation of Washington. Alexander, who had trained
for the Presbyterian ministry at the University of
Glasgow in Scotland, delivered his first sermon in
1810 while living in Pennsylvania. The following
year, he wed Margaret Brown, and they made their
home in Bethany, Va.
An educator, debater, and reformer, Alexander

Campbell arrived in Kentucky in 1823 to debate
Presbyterian minister William L. McCalla of Au

gusta. The debate, which concerned the issue of
baptism, was staged in Washington, Ky., on Octo
ber 15 of that year. Campbell's reputation had pre
ceded him, and he was in Maysville one month be
fore, meeting with influential church and civic
leaders. Preachers, lawyers, and people interested
in such matters attended the debate, and many were
favorably impressed by Campbell's arguments.
Judge Walker Reed, previously an Episcopalian,
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CAMPBELL, JOHN, COLONEL

was one of the individuals who joined Campbell's
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). During sev
eral later tours to Kentucky, Campbell preached
at other locations in Mason Co., including the
Germantown Christian Church, the Beasley

Church, and Orangeburg. His influence spurred
the creation of the Mayslick Christian Church.
The Maysville Christian Church was founded in
1828 as a direct result of Campbell's presence in the
city, despite the church's Baptist origins (see First
Christian Church, Maysville). In January 1832
Campbell's group, the Campbellites, also called the
New Lights, merged with the followers of Barton
Stone, from the Lexington area. Much has been
written about Alexander Campbell in the histories
of religion in America, as Campbell's influence was
felt across the young nation.
Theologically, Campbell was part of the second
Great Awakening of religion that spread across the
American frontier, as he championed the supreme
authority of scripture, weekly Communion, bap
tism by immersion for adults, and independence for
each congregation. In 1840 Campbell founded
Bethany College in his hometown of Bethany in
western Virginia. He added the distinctive flavors of
the American frontier to his theology, and by the
time of the Civil War, his church counted 225,000

members. During the war, Campbell remained neu
tral. Sincescripture did not condemn slavery, he did
not view it as wrong, just inexpedient. He freed the
slaves that he owned, however. Campbell died in
1866 at his home in Bethany, Va. (today, West Vir
ginia), and was buried in a family cemetery nearby.
Braden, Gayle Anderson, and Coralie Jones Runyon. A
History of the Christian Church, Maysville, Ken
tucky. Maysville, Ky: Maysville Christian Church,
1948,

Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. Maysville, Kentucky:
From Past to Present in Pictures. Maysville, Ky.
Mason Co. Museum, 1983.

. The Towns of Mason County: Their Past in
Pictures. Maysville, Ky: Maysville and Mason Co.
Library Historical and Scientific Association, ca.
1986.

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.

CAMPBELL, JOHN, COLONEL (b. ca. 1735,
Ulster, Northern Ireland; d. October 1799, Frank

fort, Ky.) Col. John Campbell came to Pennsylva
nia in 1755 with British general Edward Braddock's
troops, to fight in the French and Indian War.
For their services in that war, Campbell and Dr.
John Connelly were each given a land grant of
2,000 acres at the Falls of Ohio (Louisville). Con

nelly sold 1,000 acres of his land to Campbell. Dur
ing the Revolutionary War, Campbell was one of
the soldiers sent from Pittsburgh to New Orleans
in 1779 to buy munitions from the Spanish. On
their return trip, his company of soldiers was at
tacked at Dayton, Ky., by a band of Indians and
British soldiers, led by the infamous Simon Girty
(see Rogers’ Defeat). Most of the soldiers with
him were either killed or captured. Campbell was
one of those captured and was taken by the British
to Montreal, where he remained a prisoner for

three years. After his release in late 1782, he settled
on the land that he owned at Louisville. There, he

opened a tobacco warehouse and operated a ferry.
In that same year he entered politics and was
elected a representative in the Virginia legislature.
In 1784 and 1785, he served as a delegate to Ken
tucky statehood conventions in Danville. In 1795
he moved to a farm near Lexington, where he was
elected a Kentucky state senator from Fayette Co.
Campbell and Connelly are credited with found
ing the cities of Pittsburgh and Louisville, and
Campbell Co. was named after Campbell. Camp
bell died of an apparent heart attack while at work
in his senate office in 1799. He was buried in an

unmarked grave, on land he owned near Nicholas
ville Pk. in Lexington. He had never married.
Hartman, Margaret Strebel. “Campbell County Ken
tucky History and Genealogy," supplement to Fal
mouth Outlook, December 15, 1978.

Kleber, John, E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Watlington, Patricia. The Partisan Spirit: Kentucky
Politics, 1779–1792. New York: Atheneum, 1972.

Wessling, Jack. Early History of Campbell County,
Ky. Alexandria, Ky., Self-published, 1997.

CAMPBELL CO. Campbell Co. was formed on
December 17, 1794, becoming the 19th county in
Kentucky. It was cut from Harrison, Madison, and
Scott counties and named for Col. John Camp
bell, an Irish-born Revolutionary War officer.
The county's borders are the Ohio River on the
north and east, the Licking River on the west, and
Pendleton Co. on the south. Campbell is one of
two counties in the commonwealth of Kentucky
with two county seats, Alexandria and Newport.
Nine early Campbell Co. settlers founded com
munities in the county: James Taylor Jr. founded
Newport; David Leitch, Wilder, James T. Berry,
Dayton; Albert Seaton Berry, Bellevue, Richard
Southgate, Southgate; John Bartle, Cold Spring;
John Grant, Grants Lick (see Grant Family); Wil
liam Kennedy, Flagg Springs/Mentor; and Frank
Spilman, Alexandria.

There are three major events in Campbell Co.
history that have garnered nationwide attention: the
Pearl Bryan murder case in 1897, the George W.
Ratterman trial of 1961, and the Beverly Hills
Supper Club fire in 1977. Several Campbell Coun
tians have earned national reputations. Horace
Lurton became a member of the U.S. Supreme
Court; James P. “Jim” Bunning entered the Base
ball Hall of Fame and was also a U.S. senator; Dave
Cowens was named to the National Basketball Hall

of Fame after his careerasa Boston Celtic; and Gary
Lee Bauer of Newport ran for president of the
United States in the Republican primary of 2000.
The largest city in the county is Newport,

founded at the confluence of the Licking and Ohio
rivers in 1795 by James Taylor Jr. Its first major em
ployer was the military, home from 1808 to 1895 to
the Newport Barracks, which was important
enough in its early days to be considered in 1819 as
a potential site for a second U.S. military acad
emy. Born in Newport were Nathaniel Southgate
Shaler, the state geologist of Kentucky and the most

popular professor at Harvard University in the 19th
century, and Gen. John Taliaferro Thompson,
the inventor of the Thompson submachine gun,
which helped change the face of modern combat;
Newport was home for a while to Barney Kroger,
the originator of the modern one-stop grocery store
concept. Other industries in Newport have included
steel (see Newport Steel), watchcases made by the
Dueber Watchcase Company, silk (see New
port Silk Manufacturing Company), and rope
making. In later years, the largest employer was the
Wiedemann Brewing Company, until the con
solidation of the beer industry caused the plant to
close in the 1980s. For many years Newport was
known as "Sin City"; however, improvements in its
reputation in recent years have attracted new devel
opments such as Newport-on-the-Levee and riv
erfront and hillside condominiums.

Campbell Co. has also been the home of many
war heroes, including Sidney Sherman, Squire
Grant (see Grant Family), William Horsfall,
William Corbin, T. J. McGraw, John Bartle,
William Steinmetz (see Medal of Honor [Con

gressional]), Samuel Woodfill, and Donald C.
Faith Jr.

Campbell Co. is served by two waterways, the
Ohio and Licking rivers; and two railroads origi
nally served the county, the Louisville and Nash
ville from the southwest to Newport and the Ches
apeake and Ohio along the Ohio River from the
eaSt.

In recent years, there has been little population
growth in the northern Campbell Co. cities of
Newport, Bellevue, and Dayton. However, consid
erable growth has occurred in the cities of Wilder,
Highland Heights, Cold Spring, and Alexandria,
primarily due to the founding of Northern Ken
tucky University and the construction of I-275,
I-471, and the AA Highway.
From 1950 to 2000, the population of Camp
bell Co. increased about 16 percent, from 76,000 to

89,000. That percentage is somewhat misleading in
that the northern tier of the county actually lost
population, while the southern portion increased
dramatically. With stable local government, qual
ity schools, good fire and police protection, mod
ern medical facilities, and a growing economy, the
future of Campbell Co. appears bright.
Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,

Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Wessling, Jack. Early History of Campbell County,
Kentucky. Alexandria, Ky: Privately published,
1997.

Jack Wessling
CAMPBELL CO. HIGH SCHOOL. Campbell
Co.'s system of secondary education was created by
a state law in 1909 mandating each county to have
a high school in place that fall. Previously four high
schools functioned in the county: one in Newport;
one in Cold Spring, the Walnut Hills Academy;
and two in the California vicinity, the A. J. Jolly
School and the Beechgrove Academy.
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CAMPBELL CO. PROTESTANT ORPHANS HOME

The first Campbell Co. High School operated
in two rented rooms along Washington Ave. in Al
exandria. The Knights of Pythias owned the build

ing, an old brick structure known as the Meister
Brewery. School sessions were begun there on Oc
tober 4, 1909. H. W. Barr was the first principal. By
1911 all four years of high school were offered, and
the first class graduated in 1912 three boys and one

girl. The rented space in Alexandria was utilized
until 1922, when overcrowding led the board of
education to purchase land behind the building
and adjacent to the Alexandria Elementary School,
a one-room brick school building. A new two
story brick building, attached to the old Alexan
dria Elementary School, was built to serve as an
elementary and high school; it was opened in 1922.
The high school remained at this location until
1939, when a new building was built on a 19-acre
parcel along U.S. 27, known as Alexandria Pk.,
about a half mile north of the old school. In 1946,

both the Jolly High School in California and the
Cold Spring High School closed and were consoli
dated into Campbell Co. High School. Between
1939 and 1995, Campbell Co. High School gradu
ated more than 11,550 students. Changes were
made in those years. In 1948 a new Alexandria El
ementary School was constructed several yards
south of the high school on the same lot. This ele
mentary school became overcrowded and was
replaced in 1960. That year, the 1948 building be
came part of the high school's program. In 1962 a
large gym was built between these two buildings,
connecting them. Another addition to the high
school was made in 1969. Over the years, a large
stadium, metal stands for seating, a track, tennis
courts, and a baseball field were added at the rear

of the property.
In 1995 Campbell Co. High School moved into
a new two-story brick building along U.S. 27 at Lick
ert Rd. in southern Campbell Co. High-tech com
puter labs and access to the Internet are among the
up-to-date facilities provided. Of the 90-member
faculty at the school in 2005, 85 were classroom
teachers. That year the enrollment was nearly 1,500.
Growth has continued, and already an addition has
been built onto the new 1995 building.

a former mayor of Newport, offered to sell his 20
room mansion, on five and a half acres, just south
of Newport. The sale was completed in July 1886,
minor alterations to the building were made, and
the home began accepting orphanson August 1. In
1890 the board named the new facility the Camp
bell Co. Protestant Orphans Home. Though it was
intended to shelter only orphans, many of the chil
dren housed had one or both parents, who were ei
ther unable or unwilling to support them.
One of the residents was Walter Koch, who
came to live at the home in 1914, after both of his

parents died. He appreciated the shelter but wished
that the atmosphere there could better reflect the
warmth of a normal home. After eight years, he left
the facility and married. In 1946 Koch returned
with his wife, to accept the position of superinten
dent, and the couple then faithfully served as sur
rogate parents to the children until 1973.
To help support the work, several fundraisers
were held each year, and the annual Orphans Feast
became a popular Northern Kentucky event. Boys
older than 10 were prepared for adult life by being
sent to work as apprentices on local farms or in
businesses. In the first 65 years of operation, 624
children lived at the Campbell Co. Protestant Or
phans Home, staying 11 years, on average. Because
of overcrowding and safety concerns, the Orphan
age Board began in 1947 to look for a new loca
tion. Subsequently, a 25-acre site along modern E.
Alexandria Pk in Cold Spring was purchased for
$15,000, and in 1951 the Newport facility was sold
for $75,000 to the Campbell Co. Baptist Associa
tion. It is currently used as part of the Baptist
Convalescent Center. Three modern buildings
were erected on the Cold Spring site, and the name
of the home was changed to Holly Hill Protestant
Children's Home. The group moved into its new
home in January 1952. Most Campbell Co. Catho
lic orphans were housed nearby at the St. Joseph
Orphanage, on Alexandria Pk. in Cold Spring (now
the site of the Disabled American Veterans

Isles, Ray. “Basic Characteristics of Campbell County,

National Headquarters). Since Holly Hill had
ceased being restricted to Protestants, the name
was shortened in 1971 to the Holly Hill Children's
Home. After about 20 years of operation in Cold
Spring, a new facility was built on Washington
Trace Rd. in rural Campbell Co. The Cold Spring
property was sold to the City of Cold Spring, to be
used as its city building.

Kentucky as a Community,” master's thesis, Univ.

“Charitable Work for Little Orphans," KP, May 28,

Campbell Co. School Board Minutes, from the John
W. Reiley era, Campbell Co. Board of Education,
Alexandria, Ky.

1902, 5K.

Kentucky High School," master's thesis, Univ. of
Cincinnati, 1948.

Reis, Jim. “Hilltop Location of Baptist Convalescent
Center," KP, August 9, 1993, 4K.
. Pieces of the Past. Vol. 2. Covington: Ken

Kenneth A. Reis

tucky Post, 1991.

. Pieces of the Past. Vol. 3. Covington: Ken
CAMPBELL CO. PROTESTANT ORPHANS

HOME. In 1884 a group of ministers determined
that a Protestant orphan's home was needed in
Campbell Co., and they appointed a committee to
find a suitable location. The first site selected and

purchased was a six-acre tract on Alexandria Pk in
Fort Thomas (now the location of the YMCA). In

view of complaints that this site was too remote, the
committee began a new search. George R. Fearons,

schell Funeral Home, on N. Fort Thomas Ave. At

tempts to create a countywide library system be
gan in 1968. At that time a petition was circulated
by the Campbell Co. Chamber of Commerce re
questing voter approval for the establishment of a
special local taxing district for a county library
system. The petition failed.
After that disappointing vote, the Chamber of
Commerce and the Campbell Co. Fiscal Court
made arrangements for the citizens of Campbell
Co. to use the Public Library of Cincinnati and
Hamilton County for an annual fee of $15. The
Fiscal Court paid half of this cost and the user
paid the other half. Betty Daniels became the
driving force behind establishing countywide li
brary services after 1968. In 1975 Daniels and the
Northern Kentucky regional librarian, Philip N.
Carrico, obtained a grant for a demonstration li
brary system. During the demonstration period,
the Kentucky State Library and the Campbell Co.
Fiscal Court cooperated to provide countywide
library services.
Three facilities and two bookmobiles (serving
the north and south ends of the county) were
maintained. A mobile home was leased and moved

to the Newport Shopping Center for use as a
branch library. In Fort Thomas, the library on N.
Fort Thomas Ave. was used as the demonstration's

headquarters. The basement of the Alexandria
City Building was renovated to accommodate a
library. During the demonstration period, books
were donated from libraries across the state, and

the Kentucky State Library purchased some new
materials for the library.
Daniels and a team of volunteers were success

ful in placing on the November 1977 ballot a voter
referendum calling for a countywide library sys
tem, but by a margin of 136 votes, the effort failed.
Undaunted, Daniels and her group of supporters
circulated another petition for a special taxing
district for library services in 1978. The petition
effort proved successful, yielding 12,352 signa
tures. Campbell Co. Judge-Executive Lambert
Hehl Jr. signed the resolution establishing the li
brary system and appointing its first board of
trustees on October 13, 1978.

of Tennessee, 1970.

Satterlee, Frank. “A History of the Campbell County,

service to the citizens of Newport. Residents of
other cities in Campbell Co. could use the facility
for a fee. In 1971 Betty Daniels and a group of vol
unteers established a subscription library in Fort
Thomas. This library operated in the former Er

tucky Post, 1994.
CAMPBELL CO. PUBLIC LIBRARY. Before

the Campbell Co. Public Library District was es
tablished, library service in Campbell Co. was
available in the city of Newport through the New
port Public Library on Monmouth at Fourth St.
This building, opened in 1902 with funds from the
Carnegie Foundation, provided free public library

On October 17, 1978, the first meeting of the
board of the Campbell Co. Public Library was held.
Betty Daniels was named its president, and the first
director was Beverly Bury. The demonstration fa
cilities in Alexandria and Fort Thomas became

parts of the county system. Within months the
new organization purchased and took over the op
eration of the Newport Public Library. One book
mobile continued making its rounds.
The Friends of the Library group was orga
nized in 1977 as a support and fundraising arm of
the libraries. Always dependent on staff support,
the organization was dissolved in 1989. In 1991 the
Friends of the Library was reestablished as a self
supporting volunteer organization.

CAMPBELL LODGE

Since its beginning, the county library system
has provided attractive facilities for its patrons and
materials. The library opened an 8,000-square
foot facility in 1984 in Cold Spring. With its com
pletion, the branch in the Alexandria City Build
ing was closed. An additional 6,500 square feet
were added to the Cold Spring facility in 1996. The
Philip N. Carrico Branch, on Highland Ave. in
Fort Thomas, opened in 1995 with 8,800 square
feet. At that time the library on N. Fort Thomas
Ave. closed. An additional 6,200 square feet were

Carrico, Philip N. "A History of Public Library Ser
vice in Campbell County." Presented to the Camp
bell Co. Historical Society, Cold Spring, Ky., March
9, 1995.

Carrico, Philip N. Interview by J. C. Morgan, October
5, 2005, Cold Spring, Ky.

Minutes of Meetings, Campbell Co. Public Library
Board of Trustees, 1978–2005.

Mueller, Jan. Soul of the City: A Centennial History
of the Newport, Kentucky Public Library. New
port, Ky., Jan Mueller, 2004.
J. C. Morgan

added to the Carrico Branch in 2001.

The Newport building on Monmouth St. was

CAMPBELL CO. PUBLIC SCHOOLS. In

remodeled in 1987, and the children's services de

Campbell Co., as elsewhere, private schools gener
ally preceded the development of publicones. Pub
lic education in Campbell Co. was sporadic at best
for sometime. In 1838 the State of Kentucky set up
districts, and the schools in each district were gov
erned by five trustees. By 1856 the Campbell Co.
government, specifically the county school com

partment was moved to the second floor. This build
ing was sold to the City of Newport in 2004, ending
102 years of library services in that location. In 2004
the library system opened a new 27,000-square-foot
facility on E. Sixth St. in Newport, convenient to
Bellevue, Dayton, and Woodlawn.
The library system has always sought to provide
service to its patrons through improved access to
materials. In 1988 the system's catalog became
available on microfiche. In 1991 the county's librar
iesentered into a cooperative agreement with other
southeastern libraries to offer computerized access
to interlibrary loan materials. At present materials
can be borrowed from libraries nationwide. Library
circulation became fully computerized in 1996 as
access to its catalog via a modem began.
In 1997 the libraries in the county began offer
ing full Internet access. The Internet has proved to
be very popular. With this service demand, the li
brary system's provision of public-access comput
ers has also increased dramatically. More than
70,000 patrons used the county libraries comput
ers in 2005. The library system's first Web site
was created in 1998, making information available
through the Internet on programs and services.
Soon the library system's catalog became accessible
via the Internet. An upgrade to its automation sys
tem in 2005 brought the notification of overdue
and held materials via e-mail. The library system
has also kept pace with the formats for new materi

missioners, oversaw these districts, while trustees

at each school handled local issues. By 1878 the
number of trustees at each school was set at three

and each teacher was required to hold a state teach
ing certificate. Beginning in 1869, such certificates
could be earned by teachers at county-sponsored
teacher institutes (comparable to the modern-day
professional development days). Campbell Co. of.
fered many of these institutes. In 1884 the system
of county school commissioners was abolished
and replaced by an elected superintendent. Trust
ees continued to run individual schools.

1.47

dation Act, which eventually combined and closed
the smaller schools in Kentucky, Reiley imple
mented the present system, in which the county's
local community schools serve geographic dis
tricts. He met great resistance in closing the one
room schools but forever changed the school sys
tem through his leadership.
Reiley oversaw the building of Campbell Co.
High School in 1909, Alexandria Elementary and
Campbell Co. High School in 1922, A. J. Jolly El
ementary and High School in 1926, Dale
Elementary (later renamed Highland Heights Ele
mentary) School in 1930, Grants Lick Elementary
School in 1935, and a new Campbell Co. High
School in 1939. Cold Spring was an independent
school system until 1944, when it became part of
the county school system. Alexandria Elementary
School underwent additions and renovations, but

much at the school did not change until school su
perintendent Charles E. McCormick put all the
county schools on double sessions because of over
crowding. Some children attended school in the
morning and early afternoon, and others attended
during late afternoon and evening. These double
sessions ended with the completion of the new
Cline Middle School in 1976. In 1979 another new

middle school, originally named South Middle
School but renamed John W. Reiley Middle School,
was built. The middle schools removed the sixth-,

seventh-, and eighth-grade students from the over
crowded elementary schools. The school board de
cided to replace the high school with a new build
ing that was built on Lickert Rd. and opened filled
to capacity in 1995. In 1997, a very controversial
decision was made to close Cline and Reiley mid

The actual number of "common" or public
schools before 1884 is open to question. In 1885,
when B. K. Rachford was elected the first county
school superintendent, 50 or so one- or two-room
schools were operating in the system. A one
room school typically contained grades I thru 8.
The teachers were generally female, some barely

1,200-student Campbell Co. Middle School. This
combined school was put into the old, but com
pletely renovated, high school building located on

older than their students. Female teachers had to be

U.S. 27 in Alexandria.

unmarried, and they would often live with the par
ents of one of their students, usually at a trustee's

bine and redistrict its schools. The Alexandria and

home. The teacher had to clean her own classroom,

carry in firewood, and start and maintain a fire to

als. It began circulating videocassettes in 1986,

heat the building. Pay was minimal and supplies

DVD-formatitems in 2000, and computersoftware

and materials were scarce. One-room schools were

in 2001.

located throughout the county. By law, Schools were

The citizens of Campbell Co. have responded
warmly to the services offered by their libraries.
From 1985 to 2005, registered borrowers increased
from 2,625 to 56,000. More than 500,000 people
visited the libraries in 2005. Programs include
book discussions, children's story times, computer
classes, and craft-making. More than 25,000 pa
trons attended these programs in 2005.
Directors administer the daily operations of
the libraries. The following persons have served as
directors in the past: Beverly Bury (1978–1984),
Rebecca Callendar (1984–1989), Paul Wright
(1989–1990), Philip N. Carrico (1990–1999), and
Michael Doellman (1999–2002). J. C. Morgan is
presently the director. Long-range plans in 2005
included opening an additional branch near Alex
andria, making more electronic formats available,
establishing children's outreach services, and add
ing wireless Internet connections at all facilities.

to be located within three miles of each student's
home. Students often walked or rodehorses to their

schools. School buildings were built of logs, stone,
wood clapboard, frame, or brick. The Campbell Co.
School Board minutes for 1890 indicate an interest

dle schools and combine them into the current

Recently the school board has decided to com
A. J. Jolly elementary schools were closed and their
students combined into a brand new elementary
school, Campbell Ridge Elementary School,
opened in 2005. Crossroads Elementary School in
Cold Spring was completed in 2007.
Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria, Ky.
Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
Kenneth A. Reis

in purchasing McGuffey's readers for students at a
cost of 17 cents for each book.

Perhaps the most important figure in the sys
tem's history was John W. Reiley, who was elected
county school superintendent in 1906. No one
person has shaped the school system more than he.
Reiley served from 1906 until 1942, longer than
any other superintendent in Kentucky at that time.
During the early 1920s, after the state changed the
way superintendents were hired, Reiley was ap
pointed by a county school board rather than be
ing elected as previously had been the case. Reiley
oversaw the administration of all the county's 50
one-room schools. After the 1920 School Consoli

CAMPBELL LODGE. Campbell Lodge, a boys
home at 5161 Skyline Dr. in Cold Spring, Campbell
Co., began because of the inspiration of Rev. Ray
mond Nieman, a priest of the Diocese of Coving
ton. Aschaplain for the Kenton Co. Juvenile Court,
Nieman saw firsthand the need for helping trou
bled teenage boys. His goal was to prevent delin
quency before it started by creating a stable, decent
home environment for boys ages 14 through 18
who were products of broken homes. Bishop Wil
liam T. Mulloy gave his approval of the plan and
appointed Nieman as director of Campbell Lodge.
College students served as counselors. Nieman
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CAMPBELL’S BLOCKHOUSE

envisioned his nondenominational program as a
smaller, somewhat modified, version of Father Ed

ward Flanagan's Boys Town in Omaha, Neb.
Campbell Lodge's first location was the home
of Dr. James Ogden in Cold Spring, purchased in
1958 for that purpose. The following year, work
began on a new structure that would hold up to
100 boys. According to the 25-year plan that was
established, a new wing was to be built every five
years. A gymnasium and swimming pool were in
cluded in the plan. Through the 1960s to the mid
1970s, three halls were built: Ponte Hall, Guild

Hall, and Moriarty Hall. The various programs of
Campbell Lodge are carried out in these halls.
Today Campbell Lodge offers residential treat
ment for boys 10 to 18 years old for periods of six
months to two years. The boys, most of whom have
been neglected or abused before their arrival, are
admitted to Campbell Lodge from psychiatric
hospitals, state custody, or the care of their par
ents. Campbell Lodge started the unique Equine
Assisted Counseling, which offers residents the
therapeutic experience of caring for the two horses
that are kept on the premises.
“Boys' Home Planned on Campbell County Site,"
Messenger, June 22, 1958, 1.

Campbell Lodge Boys' Home. www.clbh.org (ac
cessed May 12, 2007).

“First Anniversary. Campbell Lodge Cites Future
Plans, History," Messenger, November 1, 1959, 1.
Thomas S. Ward

CAMPBELL’S BLOCKHOUSE. Campbell's
Blockhouse is believed to be the first building
erected on the lands that became Grant Co. John

Campbell, after whom Campbell Co. was named,
may have built this blockhouse as early as 1784.
Campbell resided at the Falls of the Ohio (Louis
ville) but frequently made trips to the Northern
Kentucky region. He bought and traded furs and
skins with the Shawnees and other Indians from

north of the Ohio River who were hunting and
trapping in the area. The crude blockhouse, sur
rounded by virgin forest and ordinarily unoccu
pied, was a safe place to “hole up" after trading in
the area to keep unscrupulous Indians or trappers
from stealing back the skins and furs Campbell
had bought. The blockhouse is said to have been
located where the small cemetery known as the
Old Cemetery on the Dry Ridge is today, on Con
rad Ln, in northern Williamstown, adjoining the
southern Dry Ridge corporation line.
Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
John B. Conrad

CAMP KING. Camp King, a Civil War camp,
was situated on one of Northern Kentucky's pre
mier antebellum amusement areas. In May 1849,
Professor Ormsby MacKnight Mitchel (1809–
1862) reported on the proposed Covington and
Lexington Railroad, which would run through
Sunnyside, past Cole's Gardens (three miles south
of Covington), and through Taylor's flats. The gar

dens had become a favorite site for summer pic
nics, swimming, and fishing, and from May
through September, the Licking River Packet
Company took boatloads of eager Cincinnatians
upriver to enjoy the site's numerous refreshment

During the course of the war, Camp King also
served as headquarters for the district provost
marshal and as a training post for new regiments.
Two African American U.S. Colored Infantry
(USCI) regiments were formed at Camp King, the

stands.

72nd and the 117th (see African Americans in

In early September 1861, Confederate forces
occupied Columbus, Ky., prompting Brig. Gen.

the Civil War). During and after the war, the
Camp King area was where African American ref.

U. S. Grant (1822–1885) to move forward from

ugees from Central Kentucky and West Virginia

Cairo, Ill. On September 18, the pro-Union major
ity of the Kentucky legislature passed a resolution
ordering Confederate troops to withdraw from the
state. The next day, Mitchel received command of
the Department of the Ohio, an area that embraced

gathered, requiring the military to provide a means
of survival. Today, the former beer garden and
military camp is home to Meinken baseball field

Indiana and Ohio and extended fifteen miles into

Kentucky. Maj. John Haskell King (1820–1888)
commanded the Newport Barracks, and it appears
that he started Camp King about that time. Col.
Marcellus Mundy began recruiting volunteers for
the 10th Kentucky Regiment, and on September
23 Col. Leonard A. Harris (1824–1890) moved the

2nd Ohio Infantry across the Ohio River to Camp
King. Three days later, when Mitchel met with the
mayors of Cincinnati, Covington, and Newport,
they agreed to “employ a large force of laborers to
dig intrenchments or redoubts on the hills back of
Covington and Newport, four in number, and two
flanking redoubts on the hills back of the city
|Covington]" (see Civil War Fortifications).
The plan called for a line that would extend
from Bromley up through Fort Mitchel (now Fort
Mitchell), then across Kyles Ln. and down the rid
geline to Buena Vista Hill. At Ridge Rd. and 26th
St., soldiers began work on what became a battery
named for Larz Anderson (1803–1878), the brother
of Brig. Gen. Robert Anderson (1805–1871). It over

and Marathon Oil tanks.

Cincinnati Gazette, September 12,28, 1861.
CI, May 11, 1849; September 28, 1861; December 18,
1862; October 26, 1872.

Heitman, Francis B. Historical Register and Dic
tionary of the United States Army, 1789–1903.2

vols. Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Of.
fice, 1903.

Wimberg, Robert J. Cincinnati and the Civil War:
Off to Battle. Cincinnati: Ohio BookStore, 1992.
—. Cincinnati and the Civil War: Under At

tack, Cincinnati: Ohio BookStore, 1999.
Donald A. Clark

CAMP KYSOC. In the period after World War
II, most polio victims and children with multiple
physical disabilities were institutionalized or kept
indoors. Two Jefferson Co. residents associated

with the Kentucky Easter Seals program, Dr.Sharp
and Sidney Rosenblum, established the first resi

dential summer camp program in the United
States for children with such disabilities. Camp
KYSOC was created from 124 acres of wooded

(Ky. Rt. 177). This battery and Camp King repre

land adjacent to the General Butler State Resort
Park along U.S. 227, just outside of Carrollton. To
day, Cardinal Hill Healthcare System manages

sented the center of a 14-mile defensive line that

Camp KYSOC.

was later connected to Campbell Co. by a pontoon
bridge. A 700-foot railroad tunnel (for the Coving
ton and Lexington Railroad) ran through Buena
Vista Hill, passed under Madison Pk., and came
out on the northern edge of Camp King. On Sep
tember 28, 1861, Camp King had more than 1,100
troops. The 10th and 23rd Kentucky Infantry Regi
ments remained there until February 1862. At that
time, the federal army began a major campaign

There were only three buildings on the camp
grounds during the summer of 1960. Several coun
selors who were experienced in working with dis
abled children at day camp were invited to spend
three days at Camp KYSOC and develop the resi
dential program. The first summer camping pro
gram was held in 1961, and Jim Watkins, now as
sistant camp director, recalls that many of the early
counselors were recruited from Dr. Polk's special
education classes at Peabody College, Nashville,
Tenn. The University of Kentucky at Lexington de
veloped a practicum that combined physical ther

looked Madison Pk. (Ky. Rt. 17) and Decoursey Pk.

into western Tennessee, which caused all work on

fortifications and installations around Covington
and Newport to languish until Confederate gen
eral John Hunt Morgan (1825–1864) raced into
Kentucky. Morgan's July 17 raid on Cynthiana,

and the rout of federal recruits at Richmond, Ky.,
on August 30, led to renewed work on the fortifica
tions. Those efforts picked up in earnest when
Confederate general Henry Heth (1825–1899)
brought his 3rd Division forward northward on
September 6. One Union soldier remarked that the
year-old Camp King had nothing but a few sutlers
that supplied "the hungry soldiers with bologna
sausages and very bad cheese." The Confederates
left Kentucky in October, and by December 18,
1862, Cole Bealer, the owner of Cole's Gardens,

brought civil suits against 46 neighboring residents
for vandalizing his property.

apy and special education and over the years sent
many students to Camp KYSOC as counselors. As
a result of the tremendous growth of interest in
research and careers in special education, Camp
KYSOC today offers opportunities for children
with a variety of disabilities, eating or behavioral
disorders, autism, spina bifida, and other condi
tions that make it difficult for them to attend other
camps.

The ratio of camper to counselor is 2:1, and
Camp KYSOC operates as a decentralized group
of villages, each designated by an authentic Indian
phrase. Within each village are four counselors
and eight campers. The children determine what

kind ofactivities they want to participate in during

CANBY

their six-to-eight-day adventure. A master sched
ule is then set for the nine villages. Among the
most popular activities are swimming, boating,
fishing, arts and crafts, and campfires. A specially
designed climbing tower with four progressively
more difficult levels was added a few years ago, and
it has become one of the most popular features of
the camp. The final level includes a zipline.
Therapeutic swimming was a major feature of
Camp KYSOC from the beginning. A state-of-the
artheated swimming pool was added in 1963, with
two ramps and rails at one end for wheelchairs to
descend into the water. At the opposite end of the
pool, children who can leave their wheelchairs
enter the water via steps and handrails. In 2002 a
new enclosed heated pool, funded in part with a
$50,000 grant from Louisville's WHAS-TV Cru
sade for Children, was opened. This also is a state
of-the-art facility; it has a Hoyerlifton one side and
a ramping system that continues the length of the
pool to a five-foot depth.
Also quite popular is the 12-acre lake, com
plete with a fishing dock and an area for canoeing.
The Kentucky State Fish and Game Department
keeps the lake stocked with game fish, and KYSOC

Camp KYSOC. Also, children of local townspeo
ple attend summer day camp that runs concur
rently with the regular residential program.
The KYSOC facilities are open for the commu
nity to book conferences and meetings during the
fall and winter, and these rentals provide an impor
tant stream of income for the camp. In addition to
the grants from the WHAS Crusade for Children,
from the local Rotary Club, and from several cor
porations, KYSOC is supported by hundreds of in
dividuals who "adopt a child" by paying for all or
part of the child's summer camping experience.
The Cardinal Hill Healthcare System has also been
most supportive of the KYSOC program.

shares the lake with General Butler State Park.

CAMP SPRINGS. The community of Camp
Springs in southern Campbell Co. is situated in a
valley served by Four Mile Rd. (Ky. Rt. 547), about
three miles from Alexandria. The first people who

Fields for various sports activities and blacktopped
nature trails, plus an arts and crafts area, see plenty
of use each summer.

The dining lodge is designed for family-style
eating, with round tables that seat four campers
and two counselors. Each village takes turns "hop
ping" to set the tables for breakfast, lunch, and din
ner. The entire camp sings grace and also sings
camp songs after breakfast and dinner. The whole
village also participates in the flag ceremony and
color-guard activity in the morning and evening.
Today, Camp KYSOC provides eight summer
sessions, each six to eight days in length. The maxi
mum number of campers per session is 72; how
ever, the maximum for a particular session de
pends on staffing and program limits. Students
come from all counties in Kentucky and from
southern Indiana, Ohio, Georgia, and Missouri.
Two weekends in the spring and the final weekend
in the summer are reserved for family camp. The
spring weekends permit parents of first-time
campers to investigate the facilities and the pro
gram, and the final weekend permits parents to
catch up with the experience their child has just

Camp KYSOC. Produced by David Shuffett. KET
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not deeply affected by the war. Records show, how
ever, that many people living in Camp Springs, as
well throughout all of Campbell Co., who were not
yet U.S. citizens, served in the Union forces. At the
end of the war, these soldiers received their citizen

ship papers, some signed by Gen. Ulysses S. Grant. It
is said that during the war a squad of Union soldiers
camped beside Four Mile Creek in the valley, and the
name Camp Springs came into being at that time.
The Four Mile Baptist Church of Jesus Christ,
established in the late 1790s, was the earliest con

gregation in Camp Springs. It was founded by Beu
tel Riggs on the farm of Israel Ware. St. John Lu
theran Church was organized at Camp Springs
in 1850, and its original building was built of stone.
St. Joseph Catholic Church dates from 1854,

Video.

when Peter Steffen held, on his farm, the first ser

Cardinal Hill Healthcare System. “Camp KYSOC."
www.cardinalhill.org (accessed May 7, 2006).

Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County.
Madison, Ind: Coleman, 1984.

Watkins, James. Interview by Diane Perrine Coon,
April 4, 2006, Carroll Co., Ky.
Diane Perrine Coon

are known to have lived in the area were American

Indiansofthe Fort Ancient period, A.D. 1000–1600.
Archaeologists exploring near Camp Springs have

vice of what later became the church. The Camp
Springs Post Office operated from 1871 until 1907.
A tavern also operated in town.
At the end of the 19th century, the Sisters of
Divine Providence of Newport, a Roman Catho
lic order of nuns who had immigrated from Alsace
Lorraine to the Ohio River Valley, came to staff the
school at St. Joseph Church. The school began in
1840 in a log cabin and, after passing through nu
merous transitions, remains in operation today. The
sisters later established their motherhouse nearby.
Some other schools that once operated in the valley
were the Four Mile School, Tug Fork Elementary,
and the school at St. John Lutheran Church, which

the 1820s—1830s, settlers arrived in the valley from
the region of Alsace-Lorraine, Austria, various Ger

continued for 11 years.
Today, a 19th-century traveler would find Camp
Springs much as it was 150 years ago. Farming, in
cluding the raising of livestock, has continued in
the area, and grape-growers have returned. Con

man states (see German Americans), and other

servation of the land remains essential to the fabric

parts of Europe and began farming and organizing
a community, which was called Indian Springs and
Hayfield before it gained the name Camp Springs.
In those developing years, wine-making was the
strongest agricultural interest in the valley. Ken
tucky was once the nation's third-largest wine pro
ducer, and Campbell Co. was responsible for almost
one-half of the state's production. The high hopes
for a local thriving wine industry faded away, how
ever, when a destructive blight annihilated the
grape-growing industry of the Camp Springs valley
in the post-Civil War years (see Viniculture).
Other crops then came to fill the farmlands.

of the community. Some of the preserved stone
homes, barns, and outbuildings are now on the Na
tional Register of Historic Places. The city is not
incorporated.

found that these Indians, forerunners of the Shaw
nees, lived in the Twelve Mile Creek watershed. In

“Camp Springs,” vertical file, Campbell Co. Public Li
brary, Cold Spring, Ky.

Heck, Pat, "History Abounds in Community of
Camp Springs,” Campbell County News, August
6, 1981, 1.

Reis, Jim. “Campbell County's Southern Half Has a
Rich Heritage and Character.” KP, April 14, 1986,
4K.

What became the distinctive architectural

Rennick, Robert M. The Post Offices of Northern Ken
tucky Lake Grove, Ore: Depot, 2004.

Camp KYSOC's pioneering effort in bringing a
summer camp experience to severely disabled chil
dren has been recognized and duplicated by camps
and sports programs throughout the United States
and internationally. The staff's dream for the fu
ture is to add therapeutic horseback riding to the

heritage of the community was its handcrafted

Elissa Plattner

east of Owenton. One of Owen Co.'s original one
room schools was at Canby. The community of

program. The camp has a barn, but horses have

sidered to be rubble stone; nonetheless, builders

who were artisans fit the stones into intricate pat

Canby is within the Lusby's Mill Precinct, along

been too expensive to contemplate to date.
The relationship between KYSOC and the local
Carroll Co. community has been excellent over the
years. Although a nurse and a nurse assistant are

encountered.

always members of the camp staff, the Carroll Co.
Emergency Management Services, the Carroll Co.
Memorial Hospital, and physicians on call have
been important contributors to the success of

stone homes, barns, smokehouses, and other out

buildings. They were not like the stone buildings
constructed in Central Kentucky but followed a
more definitive European design with German
roots: the stone was not finely hand-hewn but con

terns. Stone barns were built into hillsides and

CANBY Canby, a community on the eastern edge
of Owen Co. near the Grant Co. border, is 15 miles

Ky. Rt. 330, the Hallam-Corinth Rd. There are a
few homes in the area.

often housed milking parlors on the cooler lower
level; they sometimes also served as wine, fruit,
and garden-produce storage cellars.
Sentiments in Camp Springs were strongly pro
Union during the period of the Civil War; yet be
cause the area was rural and somewhat remote, it was

An Atlas of Owen County, Kentucky. Philadelphia:
Lake, 1883.

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,
1976.
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CANBY, EDWARD RICHARD SPRIGG, BRIGADIER GENERAL

CANBY, EDWARD RICHARD SPRIGG,
BRIGADIER GENERAL (b. November 9, 1817,

Hall, Martin Hardwick. Sibley's New Mexico Cam
paign. Austin: Univ. of Texas Press, 1960,

search methods. In 2009 it broke ground for a
new $600,000 wing.

The Handbook of Texas Online. www.tsha.utexas.

Piatt's Landing, Boone Co., Ky.; d. April 11, 1873,
edu.

Mount Shasta, Calif). Civil War veteran Edward

Canby was the oldest son of Dr. Israel and Eliza
beth Piatt Canby. He became known as the general
who accepted the last two surrenders of the Civil
War. After graduating from West Point Military
Academy in 1839, Canby married Louisa Hawkins
of Crawfordsville, Ind. He served in the Seminole
War (1835), in the 1838 relocation of American In
dians termed the Trail of Tears, and in the Mexi

can War (1846–1848). As a colonel commanding
the Military Department of New Mexico during the
Civil War, he ably thwarted an 1862 Confederate
invasion at Glorieta Pass, N.Mex., a battle called

the Gettysburg of the West. After serving in a staff
position with the War Department in Washington,
D.C., he was sent to New York City to command
Union troops following draft riots in July 1863. In
1864 he was appointed major general and com
mander of the Military Division of West Missis
sippi, where he masterminded the campaign lead
ing to the capture of Mobile, Ala., in April 1865.
Wounded by guerrillas at White River, Ark., on

Heyman, Max L., Jr. Prudent Soldier: A Biography of
Major General E. R. S. Canby Glendale, Calif:
Clark, 1959.

Reis, Jim. “Canby Killed Pursuing Peace," KP, Decem
ber 8, 2003, 5K.

Stephen M. Vest

incidence of most forms of cancer in Northern

bladder, and the uterus.

Cancer is not a single disease, but rather a collec
tion of more than 200 different diseases that share
some common features. The disease is characterized

by uncontrolled growth of cells originating from
normal cells. Once formed, cancer cells often ac

will not result in the creation of a cancer cell.

Cancer therapy is widely available in Northern
Kentucky. St. Luke Hospitals Inc. (Health Alli
ance) and St. Elizabeth Medical Center offer

the ratification of that state's constitution in 1869,

state-of-the-art treatment options for cancer pa
tients. The region also has several hospices provid
ingend-of-life care. Experimental cancer therapies
are available at the University of Cincinnati's Bar

guaranteeing blacks the right to vote. Canby made

rett Cancer Center.

sure that the state's constitutional convention rec

Cancer research is performed at several loca
tions in Northern Kentucky. Northern Ken
tucky University and Thomas More College
both have faculty engaged in cancer research, in
which undergraduate students are also involved.
Unique to Northern Kentucky is the Wood Hud
son Cancer Research Laboratory (WHCRL), lo
cated on Isabella St. in Newport in the former el
ementary school of the Corpus Christi Catholic
Church. The laboratory is a publicly funded,
nonprofit research facility directed by Dr. Julia H.
Carter, one of its founders. WHCRL is engaged in

near the Tule Lake lava beds, east of Mount Shasta,

Calif. During these talks, an argument broke out
and Canby was shot by Captain Jack and stabbed.
Canby was the only regular army general killed in
the Trans-Mississippi Indian Wars. Canby's Cross,
a monument erected in his honor, stands in the
Lava Beds National Monument. Cities in Califor

Starr, Cindy. "Soldiers in the War on Cancer," KP.
Vela, S. 1999. “Expert Says Cancer Blame Misplaced.”
CE, July 1, 1999, www.enquirer.com/editions/
1999/07/01/loc_expert_says cancer.html (accessed
March 12, 2005).

Eric R. Hugo

CANDY AND ICE CREAM. The making and
selling of candy and ice cream go hand in hand,
since they are sometimes produced and often sold
by the same entrepreneurs. Although in general
candy was available earlier than ice cream, the
latter was being sold in Covington before 1850.
One proprietor, A. Clark, was operating an ice
cream saloon and making root beer along Madi
son Ave. between Fifth and Sixth Sts. in 1845.

However, until the improvements in refrigeration
of the late 19th century, most of these stores,
called confectionaries, sold mainly homemade
penny candy. It was called "penny" candy because
the price matched its small size. Newspapers of
the day were full of both purchased ads and news
stories announcing that certain stores were mak
ing special batches of candy products for holidays
such as Valentine's Day. T. F. Brickley opened his
Superior Candy wholesale business in late 1856
along Scott St. between Fourth and Fifth Sts. in
Covington. By the 1890s there were about 40 sim

ilar confectionaries in the city; and by that time,
more of the stores were adding homemade ice
cream to their offerings. Confectionaries that
ventured into the ice cream business had the

problem that they often had to buy ice to make
their ice cream from ice manufacturers with

whom they were competing in the making of ice
cream. Businesses such as Coston Brothers, at the
northeast corner of Sixth St. and Madison Ave. in

Covington, served candy and ice cream. Soterios
Droganes, the Costons' cousin, acquired their

collaborative cancer research with the U.S. Envi

store and moved it to 205 W. Pike St. in 1911. In

ronmental Protection Agency, local universities,
and the pharmaceutical industry. The laboratory
is notable in that it possesses a human-tissue
sample bank consisting of more than 250,000
paraffin-embedded specimens of normaland can

1918 he built a new parlor at 207 W. Pike St. called
Sam's Ice Cream and Candy. In Maysville,Traxel's
Bakery, Confectionery, and Soda Fountain had

cerous human tissue. The tissue bank is an invalu

nia and Oregon and Fort Canby State Park (now
Cape Disappointment) in the state of Washington,

able resource in evaluation of new cancer diag

were named in his honor. He was buried at Crown

nostic methods and in identification of candidate

Hill Cemetery in Indianapolis, Ind.

target molecules for cancer chemotherapy. WH
CRL also operates an undergraduate research
education program, which has helped to train
some 125 local college students in biomedical re

Boatner, Mark Mayo, III. The Civil War Dictionary.
New York. David McKay, 1959.

18,

2005).
March 27, 2002, 1K.

Kentucky closely parallels state data and, with
slightly less correlation, national data. Lung cancer
rates are higher than the national average for the
region and the state, probably owing to higher
than-average tobacco use. The most commonly oc
curring forms of cancer in the area are cancers of
the prostate, the breast, the lung, the colon, the

quire the ability to migrate or metastasize to new
locations in the body. The disease is the result of
multiple random genetic changes caused by expo
sure to DNA-damaging chemicals, radiation, or
certain viruses. Generally, a single genetic change

Despite being warned by Winema, the female sub
chief of the Modoc Indians, Canby and two civil
ians went unarmed to negotiate a treaty with Chief
Kintpuash "Captain Jack" and a group of Modocs

National Cancer Institute. “State Cancer Profiles."

ates/incidencerates.html (accessed March
CANCER AND CANCER RESEARCH. The

November 16, 1864, he returned to action and ac

served in the West until he was murdered in 1873.

Kentucky Cancer Registry—Incidence. http://cancer
-rates.info/kyl (accessed March 18, 2005).
Listerman, Mary Lu. “Grant Promotes Cancer Re
search,” CE, February 13, 2005,3C.
http://statecancerprofiles.cancer.gov/incidencer

cepted the surrenders of Confederate generals
Richard Taylor (early May 1865) and Edmund
Kirby Smith (May 26, 1865), more than six weeks
after Robert E. Lee's surrender at Appomattox, Va.
In 1866 he was given the permanent rank of
brigadier general. After being posted during Re
construction to military administrative positions
in Louisiana and the Carolinas, and earning a rep
utation as one of the most fair-minded army offi
cers serving in the South, the politically indepen
dent Canby was reassigned to Texas. He was
credited with supervising the process that led to

ords were preserved and published. He carefully
protected the rights of freedmen without suppress
ing the rights of southern Democrats.
During the 1870s, Canby was named com
mander of the Department of the Pacific and

Bonfield, Tim. “Medicine's Cutting Edge at Home in
Small Places," CE, February 13, 2004, 2B,

been established in 1878 and usually did a brisk
business, particularly during the 1940s. There
was not much difference between the making of
candy and the making of ice cream, once the
freezing problem of the latter was solved. These
small candy and ice cream shops tended to be op
erated by families.
The best-known candy manufacturer in Ken
ton Co. is the Chris A. Papas & Son Company. In

CANDY AND ICE CREAM
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Once the commercial dairies began making
ice cream, as a way to utilize the excess raw milk
that they obtained from their supply relation
ships with local farmers, some began to operate
ice cream stores, and chains of ice cream shops
appeared. The making of cheese was another
method of dealing with excess milk supplies.
The Clover Leaf Dairy in Campbell Co. in the
1940s ran several stores where they also sold
their dairy products (milk and cottage cheese)
and also scoops of flavored ice cream, sodas,
malts, and shakes. Clover Leaf had three outlets
in Fort Thomas alone, one near their ice cream

plant on S. Fort Thomas Ave., across from the
old Summit Gardens. The dairy had two outlets
in Newport, including one across 11th St. from
the Trauth Dairy. In 1940 the Monarch Ice
Cream Company (associated with the Summe
Dairy) had stores in both Campbell and Kenton
counties: one in Ludlow, four in Covington, one
in Latonia, two in Newport, and one in Belle
vue. Monarch later sold to Clover Leaf. Other

Hand-dipping candy in the basement of 830 Madison Ave (next door to the Lily Candy Shop at
832 Madison), 1947. Left to right: unknown woman, Katherine Papas Hartmann (Seated), Chris
Papas, Alex Papas, Norb Hartmann.

1909 Christus (Chris) Papas (1894–1984) of
Macedonia immigrated to the United States at
age 15. After learning to make candy at a friend's
shop in Cincinnati, he started making candy in
Covington in the late 1920s. By 1935 Papas was
making and selling both candy and ice cream; he
and his wife Lillian opened their new store, the
Lily Chocolate Shop, that same year at 830 Madi
son Ave. in Covington. In 1948 they moved the
candy and ice cream shop next door, to 832 Madi

and other candies, and its homemade ice cream

son (the northeast corner of Ninth and Madison

outlets are now closed. Robert Schneider Jr. has op

Aves). In August 1951, Chris Papas retired from
the candy and ice cream business, leaving the Lily
Chocolate Shop in the hands of his daughter,

erated a similar store, the Sweet Tooth, at 125 W.

Katherine Hartmann, and her husband, Norbert.

Together, they served ice cream and specialty
handmade candies under the Lily brand name
until they retired in 1987. Chris's son Alex took
over the manufacturing production of the Papas
candy brand at 6 E. Ninth St., above the store, and
later at the factory at 921 Baker St. in the Lewis
burg neighborhood of Covington, a plant built
thereby the family in 1957. They made only candy,
of which their Papas Easter eggs are the most
popular today. The family's third generation,
Chris and Carl Papas, continue to operate the
candy plant. The factory has the capacity to pro
duce as many as 80,000 candy eggs per day, and
they are sold across six states.
Robert Schneider Sr. opened his sweet shop
(ice cream and candy store) in Bellevue in 1939 at
the southwest corner of Fairfield and Foote Aves.

Schneider's is famous not only for its opera cream

(400 gallons per week), but also for ice balls and ice
cream ice balls. In the fall of each year, once the
apples are ready, thousands of caramel and candy
apples are made and sold by Schneider's. Robert
Schneider Sr. retired in 1986, and the Bellevue store

is today owned and operated by his son Jack Sch
neider. The Bellevue store expanded into the East

similar operations included the Delicious Dairy
along Waterworks Rd. in E. Newport, next to
the site of the former Maple Grove playground
(recently Bellwood Bowling Lanes); Jersey Farm;
Meadow Lane; and the Newport Dairy (owned
by the Feldman Dairy). Such shops became ha
vens of temporary relief on hot summer evenings
and places for students to go after completing a
hard day at school. The Trauth Dairy in Newport
acquired the former Niser Ice Cream Company
in 1968 but did not begin its own label until 1990.
By 1991 Trauth was making some 43 new ice
cream products. Trauth Ice Cream was made at
the company's Newport dairy until recently; but
Trauth's new corporate owner, Suiza Foods Cor
poration, has now shifted the making of the
award-winning Trauth Ice Cream brand to one of
its Tennessee subsidiaries.

Side of Cincinnati with a store at the former Beech
mont Mall and into Alexandria, but both of those

11th St. in Newport for the past 35 years. The Sweet
Tooth has its candy kitchen at 1020 Saratoga St. in
Newport, and it once had a branch in the former
Crestview Hills Mall in Kenton Co. The Sweet

Tooth makes caramel apples for its own sales and
also contracts some 10,000 of these for sale locally
by the Remke Markets grocery chain. The queen
of England has eaten the Sweet Tooth product.
At one time both Newport and Covington had
many small candy operations. Some lasted a long
time, such as the Sweet Shop at the northwest cor
ner of E. 10th and Monroe Sts. in Newport, which
sold candy to local children untilat least 1960. That
store eventually had to diversify to other products.
On Fridays in 1958, one could buy fried fish sand
wiches there for 25 cents each. During the 1940s
through the 1960s, Mary and Walter C. Wallace

ºg homºſ"

º

Canº” -

made Christmas and Easter candies, and fruit

cakes, in a specially constructed factory in their
backyard at 32 W. Crescent Ave. in Woodlawn, just
southeast of Newport.

Lily Candy Shop, July 1948.
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CAPPEL, WILLIAM F. “BILL"

At one time many pharmacies had soda stands
on their premises where ice cream was sold, mainly
sodas, malts, and shakes, besides fruity parfaits.
One such place was Albert Bathiany's DrugStore at
601 Monmouth St. in Newport; one could stop
there for a refreshing respite while shopping in the
Monmouth St. Business District. Not far from
the Sweet Tooth stood Ann's Ice Balls at 28

E. Ninth St. in Newport, which sold ice, ice cream,
and ice cream iceballs through a window along the
sidewalk, at the site the shop had occupied since
1940. In the early 1950s on hot summer nights, it
was common to find a half-block-long line of Ann's
customers outside, waiting their turn.
For many years during the summer, roving ice
cream trucks—less often seen today—traveled the
urban neighborhoods of Northern Kentucky ped
dling their ice cream. Customers knew when an ice
cream truck was in the vicinity because they heard
the repetitious music emanating from a public ad
dress system on the truck's roof. Perhaps the most
famous of such moving operators was the fran
chise known as Mister Softee, named for the soft

serve ice cream it sold. The major Mister Softee
distributor in Campbell Co. was Gene Thomas,
son of the founders and owners of the F&N Steak
house.

CAPPEL, WILLIAM F. “BILL" (b. November

12, 1912, Covington, Ky.; d. December 16, 2003,
Covington, Ky.) Baseball player and promoter Bill
Cappel was a living embodiment of baseball in
Covington for more than 60 years, lived all of his
life along Perry St. in Covington (not far from the
old Covington Ball Park), and never married. He
was a lifelong member of St. John Catholic
Church on nearby Pike St. Cappel, the son of An
thony and Katherine Volphenheim Cappel (both
born in Germany), and was a member of the first
graduating class of the Covington Latin School
(1927). In September 1939 he was both the captain
and second baseman for Nick Carr's Covington

Billy Reed named Caproni's one of the 10 best
places to eat in Kentucky. Many diners were regu
lars, including John Skillman, who was involved in

Star, and five other service-related medals. From

1948 thorough 1958, he was the general manager
of Covington's city ballparks; he worked seven
days a week, from 5:30 p.m. until midnight, with
out compensation. He was involved with promot
ing women's softball as early as 1935 and started
the Covington Major Girls League at Covington's
Northern Kentucky Umpire's Association and the
Northern Kentucky Sports Hall of Fame, into
which he was later inducted. He never learned to

drive, instead riding with friends or walking
wherever he went. He first worked for the Union
Pacific Railroad and later for the Cincinnati Ter

minal Warehouse. In August 2003, at age 91, Cap
pel fell and broke his hip twice and went to a nurs
ing home. He remained there until his death. He
was buried at St. John Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.
Countless residents of Covington remember him
at the ballpark; they routinely paid him the utmost
respect, intuitively knowing that he had forgotten

lovers, presently operates four stores in Northern

more about baseball than most people would ever

Kentucky.

learn, while he effortlessly made certain that ev
erything and everyone was ready for the next
pitch. Many who are knowledgeable about sports
in Northern Kentucky consider Bill Cappel, the
player, manager, umpire, and groundskeeper, as
having been the region's Sportsman of the Past

Day, Michelle, “Kentucky's Sweet Tooth,” KP Decem
ber 14, 1984, 13K.

Gallagher, Janice. “The Candy Maker," KP, February
2, 2003, 5K.

1967, so that a wall of windows on the north side

brought the Ohio River vista to nearly all the
diners.

Meinken Field. He was a cofounder of both the

long-standing favorite of Cincinnati ice cream

quented Caproni’s. The site of countless receptions,
club meetings, and retirement dinners, it was also
the place to go for lunch. Alfred and Lea Caproni
bought the business in 1953. Alfred died in 1966,
and Lea remodeled the building in the summer of

said produced Covington's greatest moment in
sports when it won the World's Amateur Softball
Championship (fast pitch) at Soldier's Field in
Chicago. Cappel served in World War II in the
army, earning the Legion of Merit, the Bronze

Since 1979 the Italian confectionary company

line sales, not ice cream. Graeter's Ice Cream, the

tomers for the restaurant. Locals from all over fre

Boosters baseball team—a team that some have

Perfetti Van Melle USA has been located in Er

langer, along Turfway Rd., and it has manufac
tured candy since 1982. Home of the Air Heads
brand of candy and a cotton candybubblegum, the
120,000-square-foot plant employs nearly 200
workers. Erlanger is also home to the recently ar
rived ice cream manufacturing facility United Dairy
Farmers (UDF), situated along Crescent Springs Pk.
UDF, a large Cincinnati concern, has nine retail
store locations throughout Northern Kentucky
today, at sites seemingly selected for reasons of gaso

floodwall is immediately south of the restaurant,
which is a prime place in Maysville to view the
river, the Simon Kenton Memorial Bridge, and
the new William H. Harsha Bridge. A fast
freight train roars by within feet of diners. In the
early years, the railroad station was a source of cus

In 1975 Louisville Courier-Journal writer

the construction of the floodwall. In 1970 he mar

ried the owner, Lea Caproni, and together they ran
"Cap's" until his death in 1987. Lea gave up the
business in 1990, and the namesake family was no
longer associated with the restaurant. It went
through a succession of owners and was closed
when Jerry Lundergan, a Maysville native and na
tionally known caterer, bought the business in
1999. After extensive remodeling, Caproni's re
opened in December 2000. Over the years many
dignitaries dined there, including governors of
Kentucky John Y. Brown Jr. (1979–1983) and Wal
lace Wilkinson (1987–1991). Caproni's has been a
longtime favorite of the Clooney family and in re
cent years has been the reception site for the head
liners of the local Rosemary Clooney Music Festi
val, such as singers Linda Rondstadt and Roberta
Flack.

Caproni's features fine dining with a casual
atmosphere and honors its heritage with both Ital
ian dishes and other choices. It continues to at
tract customers from all walks of life; locals often

entertain their guests there. The Capronis of Cin
cinnati, cousins to the Maysville family, operated
their Caproni's Italian Restaurant in downtown
Cincinnation Court St., and later along Main St.;
after 89 years of business, it closed in 1975. Many
old photographs of Crosley Field, home until 1970
of the Cincinnati Reds baseball team, show a bill

Hicks, Jack. “Autumn's Sweet Treats,” KP, October 5,

Century.

board for the local Caprioni's painted on the out

2005, 10K.

field wall.

Newberry, Jon."Candy Plant Will Add Jobs,” KP Feb
ruary 18, 2005, 1K.
“New Candy Plant for Covington," KP. March 7,

"60 Years Is Enough for Cappel," KP, December 13,
1985, 6K.

Caproni's file, Kentucky Gateway Museum Collec
tion, Maysville, Ky.

“Sportsman of the Century Dies at 91," KE, December

1957, 1.

Clooney, Nick. "A Dining Institution Is Reborn," KP,
“New Wholesale Candy Manufactory," CJ, December

19, 2003, B1.

March 9, 2001, 1B.

“William F. Cappel, 91, on World Champion Team,”

27, 1856, 4.

Paeth, Greg. "Age Catches up with Lily's,” KP Febru
ary 4, 1987, 1K.
Reis, Jim. “Dairies Added a Daily Personal Touch,”
KP. May 14, 1990,4K.

— "Ice Cream Soda Brought Magnolia Building
Fame," KP May 17, 2004,4K.
Van Sant, Rick. “Candy Is Dandy at Easter." CP April
10, 1998, 1A.

Yelton, Kim. “Alex Papas Has a Sweet Deal,” KP, Janu
ary 27, 1977, 15K.

Michael R. Sweeney

KP, December 17, 2003, A15.

"Maysville Eatery for Sale," KP February 24, 1990,6K.
John Klee

CAPRONI'S RESTAURANT. Caproni's has
been a Maysville dining tradition since 1945. Leo
Caproni bought the restaurant that year and oper
ated it with his brother and sister-in-law, Alfred

and Lea Caproni. The restaurant is located beside
the Amtrak railroad station and along the CSX
tracks, overlooking the Ohio River, at the base of
what is now Rosemary Clooney St. The town

CARDINAL HILL OF NORTHERN KEN

TUCKY. Founded in Covington in 1923 as Ken
tucky Easter Seals, Cardinal Hilltoday is a nonprofit
organization and an outpatient facility specializ
ing in various areas of health care. In Northern
Kentucky these include speech-language therapy,
audiology, early intervention, adult day health care

CARL BROTHERS

and respite care, and the operation of the Cardinal
Hill Specialty Hospital.
Cardinal Hill has achieved many firsts within
the commonwealth of Kentucky. It offered the first
special education classes for children and the only
classes for children with physical disabilities (in
the Opportunity School) in Northern Kentucky. It
was the first facility in Northern Kentucky to pro
vide (in the 1950s) audiology (hearing) services to
children, adults, and newborn infants. Cardinal

Hill provided the first orthopedic care and the first
physical, occupational, and speech therapy for
children and adults; its adult day care center was
the first to offer daily care and nursing services for
young adults as well as persons older than 60; and
it established the first preschool for special-needs
children.

The Cardinal Hill Specialty Hospital is a 33
bed long-term acute-care hospital located on the
third floor of St. Luke Hospital East in Fort
Thomas, Ky. (see St. Luke Hospitals Inc.). A
“hospital within a hospital,” the Cardinal Hill unit
is recognized by Medicare as a facility providing
specialized acute hospital care for patients who are
critically ill, have multisystem complications or
failure (or both), or other conditions requiring a
stay of 25 or more days. Typically, patients at this
facility are unable to be discharged to a nursing
home or a rehabilitation facility or to go home. Ex
amples are ventilator-dependent patients, brain
injury or stroke patients, or people with postsurgi–
cal complications of many types. The relationship
between the Cardinal Hill Specialty Hospital and
St. Luke Hospital is one of synergy.
Cardinal Hill of Northern Kentucky is a part of
the Cardinal Hill Healthcare System, which in
cludes its 108-bed postacute rehabilitation hospital
in Lexington, four outpatient centers (one is in
Covington, and one in Florence, Ky), and a camp
for adults and children in Carrollton, Camp

him its highest honor, inducting him into the in
stitution's Legion of Honor. He was a “little All
American" linebacker, playing in Xavier's victory
over Arizona State in the 1951 Salad Bowl (the pre
decessor to today's Fiesta Bowl). While living in
Cincinnati, Carinci frequently enjoyed the night
life of Newport. After graduation in 1951, and fol
lowing a brief stay in the Green Bay Packers train
ing camp and a stint in the U.S. Army, he returned
to Northern Kentucky in 1957 and went to work
for the Cleveland, Ohio, crime syndicate (the May

field Road Gang) that was operating in Newport.
By 1960 Carinci had attained essentially the gen
eral managership of the Levinson Brothers' Glenn
Rendezvous Hotel at 928 Monmouth St in New

port. It was at that location, within its bar, the
Tropicana Club, in the early morning hours of May
9, 1961, where Carinci and his 26-year-old stripper
friend April Flowers (Juanita Hodges) tried to frame
Campbell Co. sheriff candidate and Committee of

500 (see Newport Reform Groups) member
George W. Ratterman, another former football
player. The future sheriff had been slipped a
“mickey" by Carinci earlier that evening in Cincin
nati, and later at the Glenn Rendezvous Hotel was

found in bed partially unclothed lying next to Car
inci's stripper friend. The subsequent trial and pro
ceedings made national headlines, as Carinci's
name was intimately and forever linked to New
port's sordid past. In 1963 Carinci unsuccessfully
ran for mayor of Newport; he then moved to
Miami, Fla., where he served two prison terms for
tax evasion and bookmaking Carinci spent an
other period in New York City, dressed like a hip
pie and running a credit card scam. He died at age
77 in 2006 in Torrance, Calif., near where he had

operated a nightclub, the Pitcher House. He was
cremated and was survived by his wife Barbara.
Obituary. Steubenville (Ohio) Herald-Star, Novem
ber 19, 2006, 3B.

KYSOC.

Wecker, David. “Old Newport–New Twist,” KP, Oc

153

Working as stonemasons in conjunction with
the Covington Stone and Marble Company, Jo
seph and John Carl contributed their talents dur
ing the construction of Covington's Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption. The Carl Brothers
firm subsequently was selected as the contractor
in charge and orchestrated the second phase of
the cathedral's construction, its facade, from

1908 to 1910. Upon completion of that phase, Jo
seph Carl, on behalf of the Carl Brothers firm,
presented the gargoyles and akroteria that adorn
the top of the cathedral. In 1934 Carl Brothers
constructed the Cathedral's baptistery, a small
chapel located in the south transept under the or
gan balcony.
The Carls formed Carl Brothers, also known as

the Carl Construction Company, around the be
ginning of the 20th century. For many years Carl
Brothers was the pioneer firm of its kind in North
ern Kentucky. Originally the firm's office was lo
cated on the second floor of Joseph Carl's resi
dence, a yellow brick house that still stands at the
northwest corner of Lewis and Baker Sts. in Cov

ington. The horses and the construction carriages
used by the firm were kept along Baker St., behind
the office-residence. Eventually, trucks replaced the
horses and carriages. The firm maintained a large
stone yard on the north side of the Fedders Feed
and Seed lot along Russell St. in Covington. The
stone yard kept a stock of the various types of ma
terials and construction equipment. Upon the
death of Joseph Carl in 1937, at age 74, the office
moved to the Russell St. site. During World War
II the company relocated the stone yard and office
to the opposite side of Fedders Feed and Seed,
where it remained until the stone company's clos
ing in August 1982.

The sons of Joseph and John Carl began work
ing with the firm during the building of the Cathe
dral Basilica. Each of the sons subsequently par
ticipated in World War I. Joseph's sons, Joseph G.
(1891–1930) and John W. (1896–1973), encoun

tober 2, 2002, 1K.

Kreimer, Peggy. “Balancing Act," KP, July 25, 2003,

tered front-line action in France. Both men were

Michael R. Sweeney

1K.

injured during the war, Joseph critically. Neither
—, "A Hospital within a Hospital," KP, August 26,

returned to the Carl Brothers firm after their mili

2003, I K.

CARL BROTHERS. The stonemasons Joseph
Sarah Caruso

Carl (1862–1937) and John Carl (1865–1942) emi
CARINCI, TITO (b. December 15, 1928, Steu
benville, Ohio; d. November 12, 2006, Torrance,

Calif.) Mayfield Road Gang member Peter Tito
Carinci was born in the bustling southeastern
Ohio steel-mill town of Steubenville. He was the

son of August and Mary Porreca Carinci. His
mother's family had family ties with the family of
entertainer Dean Martin, Steubenville's most fa

mous prodigy. He was educated in that city's Cath
olic school system, graduating in 1947 from Steu
benville Central Catholic High School, where he
was a star football player. The Roman Catholic
bishop of Steubenville during the late 1940s was
John King Mussio, who often sent his top athletes
to his alma mater, Xavier University in Cincinnati.
Tito Carinci was one of these. Carinci excelled in

football at Xavier University, and Xavier paid

grated from their native Alsace, France, during the
1880s to escape the economic instability brought
on by the German occupation of the province fol
lowing the Franco-Prussian War of 1870–1871.
Alsace, once described by Joseph's wife, Mary"Ma
rie" Schmitt (1863–1939), to her sons as having one
farm better than the other and one stone house on

top of another, provided these German-speaking
immigrants with their special vocational calling,
stonemasonry.

Upon arrival in the United States, Joseph and
John Carl immediately made their way to Coving
ton, settling in the Lewisburg neighborhood.
They found instant opportunity in the stone trade
in and around the burgeoning city of Covington.
The brothers quickly developed a reputation for
skilled masonry craftsmanship, a strong work
ethic, and perfection down to the finest detail.

tary service. John's son, Al Carl (1896–1964), who
also briefly participated in World War I, returned
to the company.
During the 1920s and 1930s, Joseph Carl han
dled the firm's primary business affairs, bidding on
jobs, negotiating, and visiting job sites. John Carl
conducted the skilled operations of the business
and oversaw on-site construction. With the deaths

of Joseph in 1937 and John in 1942, Al Carl took
over the full operation of the company. Al's only
son, Paul Carl Sr. (b. 1923), joined the firm perma
nently following his return from service in the
Pacific during World War II. Aſ and Paul Carl
jointly operated the company until Al's death in
June 1964. Paul Carl continued the business until

his retirement in August 1982, and the assets of the
firm were sold to the Tate Building Supply Com
pany in Erlanger.
In addition to the Cathedral Basilica, noted

churches built, renovated, or reconstructed by Carl
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Brothers include St. Joseph Catholic Church
and School at 12th and Greenup Sts. (Covington),
Mother of God Catholic Church (Covington),
St. John Catholic Church and School (Coving
ton), St. Augustine Church and School (Coving
ton), St.Stephens Church, now Holy Spirit Cath
olic Church (Newport), St. Thomas Catholic
Church (Fort Thomas), St. Henry Catholic
Church (Erlanger), Holy Cross Catholic Church
(Latonia), St. John Church (Newport), St. Paul
United Church of Christ (Fort Thomas), Our Lady
of Lourdes Church (Cincinnati), St. Vivian Church

(Finneytown, Ohio), Holy Trinity–St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church (Finneytown), and oth
ers in Kentucky, Ohio, and Indiana.
In addition to work on churches, Carl Brothers

constructed the exterior or supplied the stone, or
both, for the limestone and granite exteriors of
local bank buildings including First National,
People's-Liberty Bank and Trust Company,
Covington Savings Bank and Trust Company (see
Huntington Bank), Security Bank, Latonia First
National, and the Latonia Deposit Company. Carl
Brothers also laid the stone on other noteworthy
buildings. Covington Latin School; what was
most recently the Northern Kentucky Community
Center on Greenup St. (Covington); the Cincinnati
Bell building (Lakeside Park). Notre Dame Acad
emy (Park Hills); St. Joseph Heights Convent (Park
Hills); the first Covington Catholic High School
(Park Hills); the Masonic Order Temple (Coving
ton) (see Masons); Bellevue High School (see Bel

CARLISLE, JOHN G. (b. September 5, 1834,
Key West, Campbell Co. (now Kenton Co.); d. July
31, 1910, New York City). Secretary of the treasury
and legislator John Griffin Carlisle was the eldest
of 11 children of Lilborn and Mary Reynolds Grif

Barnes, James A. John G. Carlisle: Financial States

man. 1931. Reprint, Gloucester, Mass: Peter Smith,
1967.

Biographical Directory of the United States Con
gress. www.bioguide.congress.gov (accessed Octo
ber 5, 2005).

fin. John was educated at the best schools of his

day. Intelligent and well read, he was hired as a
teacher in Covington schools slightly before his
16th birthday. His father died in 1853, leaving him
the sole support of his large family. In 1856 he gave
up teaching to study law under John White Ste
venson, a prominent Covington attorney who
served later as Kentucky governor (1867–1871). At
the age of 23, Carlisle joined the Covington law
firm of William Kinkead. He married Mary Jane
Goodson in 1857, and they had five children, all of
whom died before their parents did.
Carlisle, a Democrat, served in the state House

of Representatives from 1859 to 1861 and in the
state Senate from 1867 to 1871, before becoming
lieutenant governor in the administration of Gov

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1. Cov
ington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
CARLSBAD SPRINGS HOTEL. J. B. Sanders,

operator of a large general mercantile business in
Dry Ridge, developed plans for building the
Carlsbad Springs Hotel in 1911. He had purchased
from the Dry Ridge Creamery Company a prop
erty fronting on Broadway where a deep well
yielded mineral water instead of the fresh water
needed to operate a creamery. On the east side of
Main St. in Dry Ridge, Sanders purchased or
owned several pieces of property, including the
Dry Ridge Roller Mill, which totaled about three
acres. There he established his hotel, sanitarium,
and bath houses. He also bottled and sold min

ernor Preston H. Leslie (1871–1875). He served in

eral waters. The name of his business, the Carls

the U.S. House of Representatives for six consecu
tive terms, from March 4, 1877, until May 26, 1890,
and as Speaker of the House from 1883 until 1889.
He served in the U.S. Senate from May 26, 1890,
until February 4, 1893, resigning when President
Grover Cleveland named him secretary of the trea
sury, a position he held from 1893 to 1897. He re
turned to Covington in 1896 to make a speech at

bad Springs Hotel Company, formed in 1912, was
chosen to capitalize on the reputation of mineral
resorts located in Carlsbad, Germany. The min
eral water, pumped on Broadway, was piped to
the hotel on the east side of Main St. Hotel guests
suffering from rheumatic or arthritic problems
would take hot mineral-water baths, and guests
who had digestive or intestinal problems would

the Odd Fellows Hall at Fifth and Madison and was

drink the mineral water.

Although there were usually plenty of guests at
the hotel, it changed hands and reorganized several
times, each time with new investors. In 1927 a large
part of Dry Ridge was destroyed by fire, including
the hotel. The hotel lot was sold again and again,
and various attempts were made to rebuild the ho

firm was involved in additions and renovations

driven from the stage by protestors who disagreed
with his policy concerning the government's re
maining on the gold standard. Carlisle suffered
much personal tragedy in his life, and after being
rejected in his hometown, he retired from public
life. He sold his Garrard St. home in Covington and
moved to New York City, where he died in 1910. He
was returned to Covington to be buried at the Lin
den Grove Cemetery. John G. Carlisle Elementary
School at 910 Holman Ave, in Covington was

for LaSalle High School (Monfort Heights, Ohio),

named in his honor.

levue Public Schools); Campbell Co. High

School, now the Campbell Co. Middle School (Al
exandria), Glenmary Home Mission (Sharonville,
Ohio); the Cincinnati Police Headquarters; the for
mer Carousel Inn complex (Sycamore Township in
Ohio); Johnson Elementary School (Fort Thomas);
and the Logan Building on the campus of Xavier
University (Cincinnati). Through the years, the

St. Anne Convent (Melbourne), St. Luke Hospi
tal East (Fort Thomas), and St. Elizabeth Medi

cal Center North (Covington).
Mainly noted for commercial work, Carl Broth
ers also constructed foundations, piers, shelters,
and walls still standing in and around Northern
Kentucky for public structures and for residential
use. Several architecturally appealing stone houses
were also built by Carl Brothers, including at least
three in Park Hills (1002, 1005, and 1009 Park Dr),

two in Fort Mitchell (4 Sunnymede Ave, and 30
Orphanage Rd.), and two in Lakeside Park (35 W.
Lakeside and 44 Locust). They also built mausole
ums, such as the Maloney Mausoleum in St. Mary
Cemetery, Fort Mitchell.

tel. These efforts were not successful until 1937,

when E. C. Holliday and others started construc
tion on a new hotel facility. The walls, the floors,
and the roof of a two-story building were in place,
but the group lacked the necessary funds to install
doors and windows. After going through receiver
ship twice more, the partially completed hotel and
the land were sold to Ralph L. Taylor, a real estate
developer. In 1947 Taylor sold the Carlsbad site (a
40-room hotel along with furnishings, fixtures,
baths, and the Carlsbad pump house) to Carlsbad
Mineral Well and Sanitarium Inc., a company in
corporated by Clarence M. Hook, Robert M. Lucas,
and Taylor.
In 1955the property was sold to Nell Tully Brad
ford, who sold it to Stewart Realty Company. It was
then sold to the Carlsbad Commerce Center. In

1973 Catherine P. Smith bought the property and
operated it as a residential hotel; it still operates as
such. However, the mineral-water wells and health

spas that dominated the Dry Ridge business com
munity from about 1910 to 1960 are now longgone.

“Carl Company's Part," KP, September 5, 1923, 5.
"Carl Firm," KP, May 20, 1924, 6.
"Cathedral Gargoyles Not Apostles or Devils," KP

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil

May 2, 1910, 2.

liamstown, Ky. Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.

“Father Hopes Sons Will Drive Huns from Alsace,"
John B. Conrad

KP, June 3, 1918, 4.

“Prominent in Corner Stone Laying," KP, September
5, 1927, 1.

CARMEL MANOR. Carmel Manor nursing
Paul A. Carl Jr.

John G. Carlisle.

home is located in Fort Thomas in the mansion of
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requested that the Kentucky legislature incorpo
rate Covington, appoint trustees, and plat the new
town. Before the year's end, Carneal sold his part of
the land holdings purchased in Covington to his
partners, John and Richard Gano, for $4,000 and a

Main ºnce tº cº
Sºum. Dry Rºe, Kº

certain 9.5 acres within town limits at the east end

of Fourth St. in Covington, valued at $5,000. About
1818 Carneal acquired land, includingaportion of
present-day Ludlow, where in 1820 he built one of
Northern Kentucky's landmarks, Elmwood Hall,
overlooking the Ohio River.
Thomas Carneal's name is still well remem

bered locally because of the stately mansion on
E. Second St. in Covington that is known as the
Carneal House (see Gano-Southgate House).
Deed records and old newspapers indicate that

John Gano's son Aaron owned the lots during the
mansion's construction, about 1820–1822. Over

theyears, newspaperaccountserroneously claimed
that Carneal had built the house and that the

famed French general the Marquis de Lafayette
had been entertained there. The Kentucky Histori
cal Highway Marker for the home also claims that
the house was an Underground Railroad site.

Carlsbad Springs Hotel, ca. 1912.

Cincinnati banker Eli Kinney. Kinney built his
mansion overlooking the Ohio River in 1877 on a
44-acresite. Later, the Fort Thomas Military Res
ervation was developed adjacent to this property.
In 1949 Roman Catholic bishop William
Mulloy invited the Carmelite Sisters for the Aged
and Infirm to the Diocese of Covington (see Ro
man Catholics), asking them to operate a home
for the aged in Northern Kentucky. Mother Mary
Teresa, a Carmelitesister, became the first superior
administrator of the nursing home. Carmel Manor
was originally home to 35 residents, who were
housed in the three-story mansion. Until 1953 the
facility was owned by the diocese and operated by
the Carmelite Sisters; at that time the Carmelite

Sisters purchased the property and built a larger
home to meet the growing needs of the elderly. A
new building dedicated in 1956 was licensed to ac
commodate 99 residents.

"Historic Home Became Carmel Manor," KP, Octo
ber 11, 1999, 4K.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The
Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Bill Thomas

CARNEAL, THOMAS DAVIS (b. January 31,
1786, Alexandria, Va.; d. November 3, 1860, Cin

cinnati, Ohio). Thomas D. Carneal, a founder and a

prominentboosterofthe city of Covington, moved
to Franklin Co., Ky., from Virginia with his par
ents, Thomas and Alice Davis Carneal, in about

1792. In 1800 the family relocated to Big Bone in
Boone Co. In 1806, while his parents returned to

None of these claims are verifiable, and the details
of Carneal's exact connection to the home are lost.

According to 1820 tax records from Kenton
Co., Carneal owned land in Boone, Davies, Galla

tin, Hardin, Henderson, Henry, Kenton, Pulaski,
and other Kentucky counties. Besides his business
dealings in Covington and Cincinnati, Carneal en
gaged inland-development ventures around Louis
ville with a brother-in-law, James Breckinridge.
By 1828 Covington was competing with nearby
Newport to attract private investments. Carneal of
fered seven lots he owned in the name of the City of
Covington, which he sold for $5 to developers of a
cotton factory that became Covington's first large
industry. In 1831 Carneal and his wife Sarah sold
their residence in Covington, on the south side of
Second St. between Scott St. and Madison Ave., and

otherlotsfor $6,200 to the developer of the Coving.
ton Rolling Mill. Carnealand his family then moved
to a new house on Broadway Ave. in Cincinnati.

During the administration of Bishop Richard

Franklin Co., Thomas D. Carneal remained to es

Anticipating Covington's expansion west along

Ackerman, it was decided that there was a need in

tablish himself in the Cincinnati area. By 1812 he
was involved in a military supplies business with
Newport's founder, James Taylor Jr. In 1815
Campbell Co. appointed Carneal to survey the
streets, "ways," and roads of Newport. In that same
year, Carneal married Sally Howell Stanley, a
widow and thesisterofthe first wife of wealthy Cin
cinnati businessman Nicholas Longworth. After
1818, when the Kentucky legislature established

the river in 1830, Carneal purchased 42 acres for

the areafora home for retired priests. To serve that
purpose, the Regina Cleri house was completed in
1969 on the grounds of Carmel Manor, with a
connection to the personal-care wing of Carmel
Manor.

From the 1940s to the 1980s, Carmel Manor

functioned solely as a personal-care residence. A
certificate-of-need to add a nursing wing was
granted to Carmel Manor in 1987. This wing, with
65 nursing-facility beds, was built and occupied by
July 4, 1990. It was named St. Joseph Terrace and
was dedicated by Bishop William Hughes on Oc
tober 13, 1990. The personal-care wing license of
Carmel Manor was decreased to 80 beds, resulting
in a total capacity of 145 residents. Today, the facil
ity provides 24-hour nursing care and is Medicare
and Medicaid certified. Residents are offered daily
religious services, rehabilitation services, and
beauty and barber services, and they take part in
numerous activities and outings.

state banks in 45 towns, Carneal and four others,

including Taylor, organized the "first legal bank" in
Campbell Co. Carnealalso officiated in the earlyde
velopment of some of that county's major roads.
Earlier, in 1814, Richard Gano and Carneal,

with John S. Gano and James W. Bryson, had
purchased 200 acres in Covington for $50,000
from Thomas Kennedy, one of that town's early
settlers. In the same year, R. M. Gano sold his one
fourth interest to Bakewell, Page, and Bakewell of
Pittsburgh, Pa. (see Bakewell Family). In 1815
proprietors Carneal, John Gano, and Richard Gano

$2,000 between the Ohio River and Sixth St. in Cov

ington that joined with Craig's Rd. (now CraigSt.) to
the west. In 1832 Carneal sold those 42 acres for
$8,000 to Samuel Russell of Middletown, Conn. The

parcel, which became the Johnston and Russell Sub
division, included Covington's pioneer burying
grounds (on Craig St.) and the site of the St. Mary
Church, the first Catholicchurch in Covington (now
the U.S. Courthouse on Fifth and Montgomery Sts.)
In 1847, after the death of his wife, Carneal moved to

Frankfort. While still residing in Frankfort, he be
came ill during a visit to Cincinnati. He convalesced
in the residence of Nicholas Longworth (hometoday
of Cincinnati's Taft Museum) but soon died. He was

buried in Cincinnati's Spring Grove Cemetery.
Smith, Allen Webb. Beginning at “The Point". A
Documented History of Northern Kentucky and
Environs, the Town of Covington in Particular,
1751–1834. Park Hills, Ky: A. W. Smith, 1977.

Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati.
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CARNEGIE VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890," PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

CAROTHERS, ROBERT (b. August 17, 1864,
District of the Highlands [Fort Thomas], Ky.; d.
September 23, 1954, Cincinnati, Ohio). The son of

Biographical Encyclopedia of Commonwealth of
Kentucky. Chicago. John M. Grisham, 1896.
“Col. Carothers Is Dead,” KP, May 5, 1924, 1.

Robert Barr and Elizabeth Abbott Carothers,

John Boh and Karl Lietzenmayer
CARNEGIE VISUAL AND PERFORMING

ARTS CENTER. The Carnegie Visual and Per
forming Arts Center is located at the southeast cor
ner of Scott Blvd. and Robbins St. in Covington,
inside the former home of the Covington Public
Library. Construction at the site began in 1902,
and the library opened on March 16, 1904, occupy
ing the building until January 20, 1974. The Cincin
nati architecture firm of Boll & Taylor designed the
magnificent Beaux Arts structure. The arts centeris
named after industrialist-philanthropist Andrew
Carnegie, who funded the library. The structure,
placed on the Register of Historic Places in 1971,
continues to be owned by the City of Covington; it
was leased to the Northern Kentucky Arts Council
and became an arts center in 1974.

Today the Carnegie Visual and Performing
Arts Center has three components: education, gal
leries, and theater. The building has undergone a
complete renovation; various additions were built,
beginning in 2001. In 2003 the Eva G. Farris Edu
cation Center was added to the rear of the build

ing, and a parking lot was constructed. The center's
educational programming includes events for chil
dren and hands-on art sessions for adults. Its gal
leries have some 6,000 square feet of display space
and are used for numerous exhibits each year. Its
theater strives to be a venue for as many local and
traveling performing groups as possible. Many im
portant local meetings are also held in the newly
renovated 475-seat theater, thanks to the generous
patronage of the Otto M. Budig Jr. Family Founda
tion. Another restored item is the glass dome in the
ceiling.
For almost 13 years, ending in August 1995,

Dr. Robert Carothers received his medical degree
from the Ohio Medical College in Cincinnati in
1890 and became a licensed surgeon a year later. In
1891 he served his internship at the Soldiers' Home
(now the Veterans Administration Hospital) in
Dayton, Ohio. He then set up his medical practice
in Newport. In 1900 he moved his office to 409
Broadway in Cincinnati, where it remained for the
next 45 years and where he treated patients from
both Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky. For a
longtime, he was on the staff of Speers Memorial
Hospital in Dayton, Ky. Carothers was married to
Clara Cole, and they had three sons and a daugh
ter. After World War I, his son Dr. Ralph G.
Carothers (also a surgeon) joined his medical prac
tice, and a grandson, Dr. Charles O. Carothers,
joined them in 1954. Later, Robert Carothers
served as a consultant in orthopedic surgery at
the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine.
In 1896, during the nationally publicized Pearl
Bryan murder case, he performed the autopsy on
Bryan's headless body and testified in court. A di
version from his high-profile medical practice was
his love of circuses. Carothers was known to spend
weeks traveling with circus performers. He became

CARROLL, CHARLES (b. September 1737, An
napolis, Md.; d. November 14, 1832, Elliott City,
Md.). Carroll Co., Ky., established on February 9,

a close friend of the owners of several circuses,

Maryland. Carroll also presided over the dedica
tion ceremonies for the opening of the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad. He married his cousin, Mary
Darnell, on June 5, 1768, and the couple had seven
children. Charles Carroll died in 1832 at Dough
oregan Manor, near Ellicott City, Md.

including the Ringling Brothers. His wife died on
June 11, 1945; his son Thomas drowned at Lake

Walloon, Mich., on July 21, 1947. After a lengthy
illness, Robert Carothers died at Good Samaritan

Hospital in Cincinnati in 1954, at the age of 90. He
and his wife are buried in Evergreen Cemetery in
Southgate. In 1956 a new road in South Newport
was named in honor of the Carothers family. Rob
ert was a brother of the well-known Newport at
torney Thomas P. Carothers.

Arlene Gibeau was the executive director of the

“Dr. Carothers Succumbs at 90, KTS, September 24,

Carnegie Visual and Performing Arts Center. She
has been credited with getting the arts center un
der way. Gibeau was succeeded by Jeff Baum. Mary
Anne Wehrend took the reins of leadership be
ginning in 1999, and she was followed by Nancy
Henry Chadwick in 2004. Chadwick resigned in
early March 2007. Originally hired in 2004 as de
velopment director, Chadwick became the execu
tive director shortly afterward. The center has an
annual budget of $1.3 million and a staff of 13.
More than 30,000 visitors pass through the cen
ter's doors yearly.
Doane, Kathleen. “The Glorious Rebirth of the Carn

egie Theater." Cincinnati Magazine, April 2006,
92–99.

Martin, Neva. "Gibeau Leaves Carnegie Brimming with
Art," Kenton County Recorder, August 31, 1995, 1.
Pearce, Sara. “Carnegie Arts Center Director Re

signs." CE, March 10, 2007, B2.
. "Restored Glass Dome Wows Carnegie Pa
trons,” KE, March 5, 2005, A1.

Perry, Jan. “The Carnegie: A Second Century of Ser
vice,” CP, November 11, 2004, 1C.

Wood, Roy. “Renovation of Arts Center Will Begin
Soon," KP, May 30, 2001, 2K.

1954, 7.

1837, was named in honor of Charles Carroll of Car

rollton, an estate located in the colony of Maryland.
The town of Port William, formerly apart of Gallatin
Co., became Carrollton in 1838 when that portion of
Gallatin Co. was incorporated into Carroll Co.
Charles Carroll was born into a Catholic fam

ily of English and Irish descent. Educated in Eu
rope and in England, he returned to the colonies in
1765. He was aghast at the injustices he witnessed
in Colonial America and began to protest by writ
ing articles and debating. He represented Mary
land in the Provincial Convention that the colo
nies established in 1774 and was often called on for

other public service. He served on a committee
that visited Canada to seek support there in gain
ing independence for the colonies; he was elected a
delegate to the Continental Congress and as such
signed the Declaration of Independence on August
2, 1776; he served as a Maryland state senator and
was on the committee that settled the boundary
between Maryland and Virginia (the Mason
Dixon Line); and he served as a U.S. senator from

Biographical Directory of the United States Congress,
"Carroll, Charles (of Carrollton)." http://bioguide
congress.gov.

Maryland State Archives. "Charles Carroll." http://

query.mdarchives.state.md.us/.
Wexler, Robert I., ed. Chronology and Documentary
Handbook of the State of Kentucky. Dobbs Ferry,
N.Y.: Oceana Publications, 1978.

PATRICK (b.

Paul John Schewene

March 30, 1857, District of the Highlands [Fort
Thomas, Ky.; d. May 5, 1924, Newport, Ky.) At
torney, businessman, orator, historian, and politi

CARROLL CROPPER BRIDGE. Named for

CAROTHERS,

THOMAS

cian Thomas Carothers was the son of Robert Barr
and Elizabeth Abbott Carothers. Educated first in

the public schools of Newport and Cincinnati, he
received his law degree from the Cincinnati Law
School in 1878. He married Caroline Butler in

1876, and they had two daughters. Caroline was a
member of the distinguished Butler family of
Carrollton, for whom General Butler State Re
sort Park was named. Carothers served in the

Kentucky legislature in 1883 and 1884 as a Demo
crat. He became city attorney for Newport in
1891 and served through 1895. He died in 1924 at
age 67 at his home and was buried in Evergreen
Cemetery in Southgate. In 1956 the Carothers
family was honored by having a road in South
Newport named after them. Thomas was a brother
of the well-known Northern Kentucky surgeon
Dr. Robert Carothers.

the longtime former Boone Co. judge Carroll L.
Cropper, this continuous-span arch, a four-lane
interstate bridge, was completed in late 1977. It
carries I-275, the expressway that circles Cincin
natiand Northern Kentucky, across the Ohio River
on the west, connecting the Greendale, Ind., area
with Boone Co., Ky.(see Expressways). The bridge
is 10 miles downstream from the Anderson Ferry,
20 miles downstream from Cincinnati, and 40

miles upriver from the Markland Dam Bridge.
The second of the four interstate bridges across the
Ohio River to be finished in Northern Kentucky, it
has improved access to the Cincinnati/North
ern Kentucky International Airport from
southeastern Indiana and the western parts of
Hamilton Co., Ohio., while providing a northwest
southeast bypass around metropolitan Cincinnati.
In 1970 the Nashville Bridge Company was
awarded a $9.6 million contract for 11 dry-land

CARROLL CO.
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piers (part of the project). However, because of
construction delays on the Indiana side of the river,
the bridge was not completed and ready to be dedi
cated until December 6, 1977, but there were prob
lems even then, as a snowstorm closed the bridge
before it could be opened, so its dedication cere
mony was moved to the River Queen Restaurant at
the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International
Airport. Since that time, although this bridge has

pendence. Carrollton, the county seat, is situated
along the Ohio River at the mouth of the Kentucky
River, midway between Louisville and Cincinnati.
Established in 1794, the town was originally named
Port William when it was part of Gallatin Co. Dur
ing the days of settlement, the Kentucky and Ohio
munity. Gen. Charles Scott built a fortified block
house in the vicinity for defense against American

Carroll Co. 10 miles east-southeast from Carroll

been a somewhat removed and silent link, it con

Indians in 1789. There have been four courthouses

two round trips daily, carrying mail and freight to

in the history of the area, built in 1798 and 1808 at

Ghent and, by ferry, on to Vevay, Ind. As the rail
road made its way through the heart of Sanders,
this community too became known as a resort
town and had two thriving hotels.
Originally known as McCool's Creek, the town
of Ghent was laid out by Samuel Sanders in 1816,
along the Ohio Rivereight miles above Carrollton.

stitutes a very important part of the interstate sys
tem in Northern Kentucky. Carroll C. Cropper,
who served as Boone Co.judge from the 1940s into
the 1960s, died in 1976, before the bridge named
for him was completed.
Cincinnati-Transit.net. "Carroll C. Cropper Bridge."
www.cincinnati-transit.net (accessed October 31,
2006).

Hicks, Jack. "Name the Bridge," KP May 18, 1999,8K.

Reis, Jim. “Gold and Silver Anniversaries,” KP, May
24, 1993, 4K.

CARROLL CHIMES BELL TOWER. Dedi

cated on September 8, 1979, the Carroll Chimes
Bell Tower, located in the Main Strasse village
area of Covington, was erected for the cultural
benefit and enjoyment of the people of the region,
in honor of Governor Julian M. Carroll (1975–

1979). The large, red-brick structure was designed
to be the feature attraction of the new Main Strasse

area, a German-style village of shops and eateries.
Near the top of the tower are 43 bells, ranging in
weight from 20 to 1,000 pounds, which play a vari
ety of short melodies that begin every 15 minutes.
Another feature is a mechanical puppet show
added in 1980. Based on the famous German tale

“The Pied Piper of Hamelin," this tower's version of
the story is portrayed by various mechanical fig
ures, including the piper, the mayor, weeping
women, nine children, and nine rats. In fall 1995, a

lightning strike halted the piper and silenced his
music for nearly two years. At a cost of just over
$30,000, the Verdin Company of Cincinnati re
paired the metal marionettes, which were rededi
cated in August 1997. In 2004 the mechanism once

again stopped working because of mechanical
problems. A $245,000 renovation was completed
and the chimes were rededicated in September 2007.
"Chiming In," KP. May 4, 1995, 1.
"Going Up," Col. Covington's Chronicle, June 1978, 5.
“Main Strasse Pipers Still Silent," KP, November 4,
1996, 2K.

"Main Strasse Schedule of Events,” Col. Covington's

Chronicle, September 1979, 12.
“The Tale of the Tower," KP, April 10, 1997,6K.
Robert D. Webster

CARROLL CO. Carroll Co., with an area of 130

square miles, was established in 1838 as the 87th
Kentucky county; it was formed from sections of
Gallatin, Trimble, and Henry counties. Christo
pher Gist and James McBride were the first ex
plorers to come to this area of Kentucky. Carroll
Co. is named for Charles Carroll of Maryland,
the last surviving signer of the Declaration of Inde

rivers were routes of commerce for this small com

Port William in Gallatin Co. and in 1840 and 1884
at Carrollton in Carroll Co. River trade on both

the Kentucky River and the Ohio River continued
to nourish the growth of Carroll Co. well into the
19th century. The Hattie Brown, the Island Queen,
the Carrollton, the Kentucky, the Delta Queen,
and the Belle of Louisville were among the com
mercial and passenger boats familiar to the citi
zens of Carroll Co. Ferryboats (see Ferries) in
cluded the Leon, the Mary Jo, the Ohio, and the
Martha A. Graham. A pictorial exhibit of these
and other riverboats and ferries can be seen, along
with early pictures of Carroll Co., at the Two Riv
ers Restaurant in the General Butler State Re
sort Park.

U.S. 42 in the northern part of Carroll Co.
passes through Ghent and the historic portion of
Carrollton, following along the Ohio River. Lock
No. 1 on the Kentucky River in Carroll Co., four
miles above the river's mouth, was completed in
1844. Thelock was partially destroyed and disabled
by Confederate guerrillas on August 29, 1864, dur
ing the Civil War, but was repaired and continues
in operation. The fertile farmland known as the
Ohio River Valley has a rich agricultural history
that led to the growth of Carroll Co. The quantity
of tobacco produced in the county, for a time,
helped to make Carroll Co. the third-largest Bur
ley tobacco market in the world.
In 1867 the Louisville, Cincinnati, and
Lexington Railroad, later the short-line division
of the Louisville and Nashville Railroad (L&N),

was built across the southern part of the county,
which included Worthville, originally known as

English, established in the 1850s six miles
southwest of Carrollton, was named for Capt.
James Wharton English. The L&N runs through
the middle of English, serving as a shipping point
in Carroll Co. and for the surrounding counties,
including Trimble and Henry counties.
During the early 1800s, Sanders, located in
ton, had two passenger stagecoaches that made

Lewis Sanders of Grass Hills received fame as a

shorthorn cattle entrepreneur. Ghentis also known
as the location of an important meeting on No
vember 1843 that was organized by George N.
Sanders. A resolution proposing the annexation
of Texas, which had become independent of Mex
ico, was drafted on that occasion and then mailed

to prospective candidates for president of the
United States, including William O. Butler, Lewis
Cass, Henry Clay, James K. Polk, and Martin Van
Buren. Polk was the only candidate who replied to
Sanders; Polk endorsed the proposition, cam
paigned on this issue, and won the election. Sand
ers called another meeting in November 1859 to
discuss state's rights. He then went to Frankfort,
where the Kentucky legislature was in session, to
try to persuade the legislators that it would be in
the best interest of the Commonwealth of Ken

tucky to unite with the South. Carroll Co. was
much divided during the Civil War; a skirmish
took place on the Craig farm outside of Ghent on
the Ohio River, and the soldiers who died there

are buried on the farm. James Tandy Ellis, poet,
columnist, and Kentucky's adjutant general (1914–
1919), was known for creating the fictional charac
ter Uncle Rambo and for his newspaper column
Tang of the South.
Carroll Co.'s most prominent citizen is Gen.

Coonskin. The town was renamed when the rail

William Orlando Butler, the namesake of Gen

road was built, to honor Gen. William Worth. The

eral Butler State Resort Park, located just outside of
Carrollton. The park features the Butler-Turpin
State Historic House, which belonged to the il
lustrious Butler family, known for their exploits in
the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, the
Mexican War, and the Civil War. The park that
bears Butler's name offers lodging, a restaurant,
camping, fishing, golfing, and other recreational

railroad brought prosperity to the farmers and
businesses of Carroll Co. by transporting farm
produce, tobacco, whiskey, and coal. The Carroll
ton and Worthville Railroad operated a pas
senger train that ran from Worthville to Carroll
ton; the train was known by the nicknames
“Careworn and Worthless" and “See and Wonder.”

The railroad currently is used for the industry it
serves along the Ohio River.
Located on the west side of the confluence of

the Kentucky and Ohio Rivers across from Car
rollton is Prestonville, once a successful shipping
port, named for Col. William Preston of Revolu
tionary War fame. From Prestonville, flatboats
and keelboats shipped merchandise up the Ken
tucky River. Further upriver was a site of Under
ground Railroad activity, the Hunter's Bottom
Locust area, a stretch of nine miles along the Ohio
River.

activities and is home to the Carrollton Veterans

Memorial. The Butler Family Cemetery is also lo
cated inside the park, on the west side near the
Butler-Turpin State Historic House. Near Butler
Lake is Camp KYSOC, a rustic recreational set
ting for children and adults who have physical and
developmental disabilities. A variety of traditional
activities, including camping, hiking, swimming,
and crafts, in addition to other programs, are of.
fered there throughout the year.
In 2000 the population of Carroll Co. was
10,155, the county's industry base includes Arkema
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Inc., Arvin Meritor, Dow Corning Corporation,
Kentucky Utilities, and North American Stainless.
Carroll Co. Deed Books 7, 10, 17.

They posted an 85-55 win over Bullitt Central, and
all-state Carrollton High School star David Miller
scored 38 points, Greg Schepman 15, Coty Hill 12,
Grad Mefford 7, and Dennis Clifton 4. The team

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1. Cov

ington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
Johnson, Leland R. The Falls City Engineers: A His
tory of the Louisville District Corps of Engineers
United States Army. Louisville, Ky. Louisville
District, 1984.

National Registry of Historic Places, Carroll Co., State
Preservation Office, Frankfort, Ky.
Parker, Anna V. The Sanders Family of Grass Hills.
Madison, Ind: Coleman, 1966.
U.S. Census Bureau. “American Fact Finder. Data Set.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent

Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
July 19, 2006).

Evelyn Welch

then lost to Elizabethtown, 89-68, even though
David Miller again scored well.
Although some refurbishing and maintenance
has occurred, the 1969 Carroll Co. High School
building remains essentially the same facility as
when it was built.

Bevarly, R. W. “History of Education in Carroll
County,” master's thesis, Univ. of Kentucky, 1936.
Campbell, Justine Tandy. “History of the Carroll
County Schools,” 1976, Carroll Co. Public Library,
Carrollton, Ky.
Carrollton News-Democrat, August 21, September
17, 1969.

Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County.
CARROLL CO. HIGH SCHOOL. The dedica

Madison, Ind: Coleman, 1984.

tion of the Carroll Co. High School and the Carroll

Diane Perrine Coon

Co. Vocational School on October 12, 1969, culmi

nated years of planning to consolidate city and
county high schools and upgrade the quality of
educational programs and facilities in Carroll Co.
The $2 million educational complex was built on
land in Carrollton that had been used as the Car

roll Co. Fairgrounds since 1946; the high school is
immediately south of the Cartmell Elementary
School on U.S. 42. The combined complex of the
high school and the vocational school was designed
by Louisville architects Luckett & Farley. Rogers
Construction of Madison, Ind., served as general
contractor for the high school, and Dick Construc
tion of Louisville built the vocational school. Both

contractors completed the facilities in time for fall
1969 classes.

The school superintendent in 1969 was Robert
B. Ison, and the Carroll Co. High School principal
was Palmore Lyles. In its first year, the high school
housed 540 high school students and 175 eighth
graders until the next year, when the new Carroll
Co. Middle School was completed on the site of the
obsolete 1917 Carrollton High School building
that had been razed. In addition to 28 classrooms

CARROLL CO. MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

INC. The Carroll Co. Memorial Hospital, on 11th
St. in Carrollton, was built by the county in 1954 as a
54-bed facility and opened in 1955. Like many small
rural hospitals, it has experienced financial difficul
ties. In 1978, the Alliant Management Group of
Louisville, a division of the Norton Hospital Group
of Louisville, assumed management of the Carroll
Co. Memorial Hospital. In 1995, the county created
a nonprofit corporation, the Carroll Co. Memorial
Hospital Inc., to which the county deeded the assets
of the hospital. In turn, the nonprofit entity leased
the hospitalplant to the Alliant Management Group
of Louisville. Afterward, this group not only man
aged the hospital but also controlled all business
transpiring at the hospital. The hospital has been ex
panded three times, in 1972, in 1990, and in 1995.
The Carroll Co. Memorial Hospital Inc. has been
forced to compete with the larger hospitals located
in Louisville and Northern Kentucky. The local fa
cility has added several new departments and items

ofequipment in its struggle to keep its beds full. The
hospital's occupancy rate in 1983 was 57 percent; by

and laboratories, the high school contained a siz

1988, occupancy had dropped to 26.9 percent. The

able central office, a band room, a gym, a library, a

Norton Hospital Group's involvement helped to
stave off a threat that the hospital in Carroll Co.
might close, and the Norton group benefited, in
turn, since the Carroll Co. operation referred its
more difficult cases to Norton's hospital services in
Louisville. Today, there are 150 employees at the
hospital in Carroll Co. The facility serves the 4,440
residents of Carrollton, along with the 30,000 who
reside close by in Carroll, Gallatin, Owen, and Trim
ble counties. On July 1, 2004, the Carroll Co. Me
morial Hospital Inc. ended its relationship with the
Norton group, as Associated Healthcare Systems of
Brentwood, Tenn., specialists in small rural hospi
tals, became the new management team at the hos
pital in Carroll Co.

cafeteria, and home economics and music rooms,

all air conditioned. The outdoor sports facilities
included baseball and football fields, a track, and
three tennis courts.

The vocational school opened in 1969 under di
rector Don Garner with 191 students from Carroll,
Gallatin,Trimble, Oldham, and Owen counties and

initially offered commercial, air conditioning, auto
mechanics, welding, and woodworking classes. In
January 1970 Garner announced a major extension
of the vocational school, adult education evening
classes. The first set of adult evening programs of
fered were commercial and trades, with nurses

training and blueprint-reading added once the
curriculahad been approved by the Commonwealth
of Kentucky.
The new high school's basketball program was
a noteworthy success. In 1972, under Coach T. K.
Stone, the Carrollton Panthers reached the state

basketball tournament for the first time in 34 years.

"Carrollton Hospital Projects Seeks to Boost Occu
pancy," KP. March 26, 1990, 1–2.
“Hospital Operations to Transfer July 1," Carroll
County News-Democrat, June 2004.
“Rural Hospitals Adapting to Change,” KP Decem
ber 20, 1985, 1 K–2K.
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CARROLL CO. PUBLIC LIBRARY. Today's
successful public library program in Carroll Co.
had its beginnings in the Carrollton Woman's
Club on Sycamore St. during the late 1940s. Shortly

after the clubwomen purchased the building that
became their meeting place, using bonds they had
bought during World War II to finance the ven
ture, they turned a part of it into a reading room

filled with donated books and opened their facility
to the public. Volunteers spent weekday afternoons
acting as hostesses for users. Mrs. Mary Pearce, a
longtime library board member and a past presi
dent of the Woman's Club, recalled that some of the

early reading-room hostesses were Mrs. John Bond,
Velma Cochran, Mrs. Gier, Mrs. Casper Hill, Gen
Howe, and Jane Stringfellow.
In July 1952 the Library Commission of Car
roll Co., appointed by Judge Luther Fothergill, ap
plied for two grants totaling $5,000 under the
Hays-McLain Act of the 1952 Kentucky legislature.
According to the grant application, the only library
of a public nature in the county was the one owned
and operated by the Carrollton Woman's Club; it
offered only limited service and had never served
the entire county. The Carrollton Woman's Club
promised that the club would donate its collection
of 347 adult books and 150 children's books to the

new library, if the state funds were provided. The
club would also make available to the commission

a building 30 feet by 60 feet in size for use as a li
brary. Members of the first library commission
who submitted this grant were Mary Broberg,
Martha Meng, Mr. J. H. Newman, Mary Pearce,
and Mrs. H. W. Stewart. In addition to the state

grant, the commission would rely upon a yearly
appropriation from the Carroll Co. Fiscal Court of
$250, with the City of Carrollton making alike ap
propriation. The grant was approved, and the com
mission hired Helen Morgan in 1952 to run the li
brary day by day. She stayed with the library for 30
years, retiring in 1982.

Eventually the building on Sycamore St. in
Carrollton, the one donated by the Carrollton
Woman's Club, began to need more repairs than
the club could manage, and the library was moved
to the Hodges Building on Main St. In 1974 a move
was made to larger quarters, just across the street at
407 Main. At this time the library occupied about
3,000 square feet and operated as a demonstration
library on a grant from the Kentucky Department
for Libraries and Archives (KDLA). November of

1975 was the turning point for the Carroll Co.
Public Library; the voters approved a tax creating
the Carroll Co. Library District. The tax was three
cents per $100 of assessed valuation of property.
The final vote was 1,302-471 in favor of supporting
the county library with tax funds.
The modern history of the library began in
September 1981, when the library was moved from
Main St. to a well-equipped 6,000-square-foot fa
cility at 136 Court St. in Carrollton. The property
was purchased and the new quarters built with the
help of a $235,000 grant from the KDLA. Jarrett
Boyd washired as library director in June 1982. The
Library Board of Trustees, looking to the future,
created a foundation, which in 1994 purchased the
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adjacent property (about 10,000 square feet) from
the Dorothy M. Buckner Remainder Trust for
$100,000. Mrs. Buckner subsequently named the
foundation as the beneficiary of the trust. In 2005
the foundation set about raising funds for the ren
ovation and expansion of the library. The architec
tural firm Brandstetter Carroll of Lexington was
the successful applicant to draw the plans. The
foundation, led by local attorney Ruth Baxter, and
the many dedicated library supporters in the
county raised $500,000 for the project. Carroll Co.
Fiscal Court, under Judge Harold Tomlinson;
North AmericanStainless Steel; and Dow Corning
each contributed $100,000. Rural Development, of
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, loaned the
foundation $1.5 million dollars. The KDLA once

again came through with a grant for $64,000 per
year for 20 years to assist in repaying the debt. The
newly expanded $2 million library opened on July
28, 2007, increasing the space from 6,000 to 13,250
square feet. It includes a community room seating
60, a children's activity room opening into a read
ing garden, and a local history and genealogy

In this era children were taught basic gram
mar, mathematics, geography, and reading in three
to-five-month school terms. In the rural districts,

the superintendents faced an uphill struggle over
extending the school term from three months
(usually January–April) to four or five months, be
cause the children were needed to work on the

farms. And it was difficult to get increased tax lev
ies passed to buy slate blackboards, books, and
maps. Often the young schoolteachers had up to 60
students in six or eight classes; by 1895, to keep up
with the growing enrollments, some of the school.
houses in the county had been enlarged. To have
an outdoor privy was considered modern. Most
schoolhouses by the end of the 19th century had a
potbellied stove, kept going in cold months by the
boys who cut, stacked, and carried the wood.
Encouraged strongly by the Kentucky State
Board of Public Instruction, Carroll Co. in 1911–

1912 organized a set of high schools at strategic lo
cations. Two-year high schools were established at
Locust and English and four-year high schools at
Carrollton, under the city school system, and at
Worthville, Sanders, and Ghent. In the mid-1930s,

room.

"Bookson Wheels, KPJuly 8, 1977.4K.

“New Library," KP September 14, 1978, 14K.
Jarrett Boyd
CARROLL CO. PUBLIC SCHOOLS. The first

public schools opened in Carroll Co. around 1838,
as soon as the state legislature permitted local cit
ies and townships to start three-month schools
supported by local property taxes. Before the Civil
War, schoolhouses had been built in the county
at Hunters Bottom in 1846; in Mount Ogburn east

the impact of the Great Depression led to con
solidation of all high school students into Carroll
ton High School. The addition of the Works Prog
ress Administration wing to this high school in
1936 provided enough room for all county high
school students to attend the one facility.
At the turn of the century, there were 25 rural
schools in Carroll Co. Many of the schoolhouses
had been damaged by floods or fires or simply were
poorly constructed. During the 1920s and 1930s,
most of these one-room schools were closed and

students were transported to five large consolidated

of Carrollton in 1850; in Ghent in 1850; in Bone

schools: Sanders, Ghent, Worthville, Locust, and

yard in 1850; in White's Runeast of the Carrollton
Worthville Turnpike, in Centerville on the New
Castle Turnpike, and on the west branch of Mill

English. By 1936 all white high school students in
the county had been moved to Carrollton High
School, African American high school students,
however, continued as boarding students at the
Lincoln Institute in Shelby Co. until schools were
integrated in 1961.

Creek, in the 1850s; and in Beech Grove north of

Liberty Station in 1860.
In 1867 the Kentucky legislature directed each
county to appoint a commissioner to establish pub
lic school districts. W. B. Gullion and L. B. Wilson

set the school boundaries for Carroll Co., and T. J.

McElrath was the county's first education com
missioner. Thirty-two districts for white children
were identified, each to have a one-room school,

and five districts for black pupils were created. In
addition, the school term was extended to five

months and the property tax rate was raised from
5 to 20 cents per 100 dollars. In the next five years,
under the leadership of J. J. Orr, one-room schools
were opened throughout the county.
In 1891 E. A. Gullion, Carroll Co. school su

perintendent, submitted the following census re
port to the state superintendent of public instruc
tion: the county had 2,751 white children in 31
districts, with 1,821 of them enrolled in school; 24
teachers, 9 of them male; 28 frame schools; 3 brick
schools; and $5,346 raised in local tax levies. Gul

lion also reported a census of 318 black children in
5 districts, with 202 children enrolled in school;
5 teachers, 1 of them male;4 frame schools; 1 brick
school; and $24 raised in local tax levies.

The educational facilities for the county's ele.
mentary students were consolidated in 1963, when
all students from Sanders, Worthville, English, and
Locust, and the seventh and eighth grades from
Ghent, were transported to the new U.S.42 Elemen
tary School, now Cartmell Elementary. The Ninth
St. Elementary School, now the Kathryn Winn Ele
mentary School, was completed at Carrollton and
became the second new consolidated elementary
school in the county. In 1969, while Robert B. Ison
was county school superintendent, the new Carroll
Co. High School and Vocational Schools were com
pleted in East Carrollton. The middle school was
then constructed at the old Seminary St. location
and opened for the fall term the next year. Also, plans
were under way to build a regional community col
lege at Carrollton (see Jefferson Community and
Technical College, Carrollton Campus).

Downtown Carrollton, mid-20th century.

Bevarly, R. W. "History of Education in Carroll
County," master's thesis, Univ. of Kentucky, 1936.
Campbell, Justine Tandy. "History of the Carroll
County Schools," 1976, Carroll Co. Public Library,
Carrollton, Ky.
Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County.
Madison, Ind: Coleman, 1984.

Parker, Anna V. "A Short History of Carroll County."
1958, Carroll Co. Public Library, Carrollton, Ky.
Diane Perrine Coon

CARROLLION. Carrollton, the county seat of
Carroll Co., is located at the confluence of the Ken

tucky and Ohio rivers, on Ky. Rt. 227 and U.S. 42,
off exit 44 of I-71. The town's name was changed
from Port William to Carrollton in 1838, honoring
Charles Carroll of Maryland, the last surviving
signer of the Declaration of Independence, whose
Maryland estate likewise was named Carrollton.
Before 1838, when Carroll Co. was formed from

parts of Gallatin, Henry, and Trimble counties,
Carrollton was known as Port William and was

the county seat of Gallatin Co. Because of Carroll
ton's location, it was a community known for river
commerce during the early 1800s. Picturesque

CARROLLTON BUS CRASH

scenes of large boats on the Kentucky and Ohio
rivers were commonplace. The town's early years as
Port William brought political leaders, educators,
lawyers, tradesmen, farmers, doctors, and inven
tors who helped the town prosper.
Carrollton's most prominent citizen, Gen.
William Orlando Butler, was known for his ser
vice in the War of 1812 and the Mexican War.

The first newspaper in Carrollton was the Carroll
ton Eagle, published in 1848. During the Civil
War, on September 6, 1863, Confederate renegades
and three local citizens robbed the Southern Bank

of Kentucky at Carrollton, and the Union Army
Cavalry pursuing them used the First Presbyterian
Church in town as a horse stable. Confederate sol

diers took from the home of General Butler a gold
sword that had been presented to him for service
in the Mexican War by President James K. Polk
(1845–1849). When Butler returned home and
learned that his sword had been stolen, he mounted

a horse, caught up with the Confederate soldiers,
and retrieved the sword.
The railroads came to the area around Carroll

ton during the 1860s, causing a decline in river
traffic; however, Carrollton's agricultural produc
tion was on the rise, especially burley tobacco. At
one time, Carrollton was ranked as the third

Bush declared Carrollton a Preserve America

Community.

Under direct L&N control, the CARR track

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.

Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
National Register of Historic Places, Carroll Co., State
Preservation Office, Frankfort, Ky.
U.S. Census Bureau. “American FactFinder. DataSet.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent

Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
July 15, 2006).
Evelyn Welch
CARROLLTON AND WORTHVILLE RAIL

the L&N DeCoursey Yard. This was the last L&N
steam engine to operate over L&N track. Since
then, CARR has used diesel power leased from the
L&N and from CSX. In 1982 the L&N merged

Railroad (LC&L) built a rail line from Louisville

with the Seaboard Coast Line to form the Sea

to Newport (and eventually Cincinnati) that passed
through Carroll Co. The LC&L, instead of follow
ing the Ohio River floodplain, built inland and
south of the river; its approach to the Kentucky
River was thus via Eagle Creek from the east and

board System Railroad. In 1986 the Seaboard Sys
tem was merged into CSX Transportation. CARR
continues to operate as a separate corporation with
its own work agreements and employees.
During the 1960s and 1970s, the industrial
base of Carrollton and Carroll Co. changed; old
industries closed and new ones opened on the out

Mill Creek from the west. The result was that the

boats. Carrollton, with its river connections, was

of Carrollton still display the Federal, Georgian,

the Carrollton Canning Company, the George T.

ROAD. When the city of Carrollton developed at
the confluence of the Kentucky River and the Ohio
River, the city's commercial activity depended upon
the use of river steam packets to move goods. In
1869 the Louisville, Cincinnati, and Lexington

Grover Cleveland (1893–1897).
Storefronts and houses in the historic district

was rebuilt with 100-pound rail, and new locomo
tive power was provided under lease from the
L&N. The length of the line in L&N service was
reported as 8.8 miles. Freight service was supplied
by the CARR to the Nugent Sand Company, the
Carrollton Furniture Manufacturing Company,
Stagg Distillery, and several other industries and
tobacco warehouses. CARR operated under steam
power, using leased L&N power, until January 28,

Carrollton Furniture Manufacturing Com
pany, made good use of the railroads to ship prod
ucts outside the county. Howe Furniture Company
is remembered for furnishing a bedroom at the
White House during the second administration of

owner of the Carrollton Woolen Mills and the

which was maintained as a separate corporation by
the L&N. CARRemployees did not enjoy the same
benefits as employees of the L&N.

Carroll Co. Deed Books 1, 2, 3, 7, 17.

tracks of the LC&L bypassed Carrollton some eight
miles to the south, and the only connection to this
rail line from Carrollton was by wagon road to the
LC&L's refueling point at Worthville.
At the beginning of the 20th century, packet
boat service on the Ohio and Kentucky rivers was
in decline. Railroads claimed most of the freight
and passenger service formally moved by river

largest burley salescenter in the world. John Howe,
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in jeopardy, and therefore its leaders moved to
build a railroad connection from their city to the
former LC&L, then the Louisville and Nashville

1957, when locomotive number 1882 returned to

skirts of Carrollton. The result has been that the
CARR track was extended eastward to Dow Corn

ing in 1964, to Kentucky Utilities in 1971, and to
Queen Coal in 1976. The track within the city of
Carrollton was taken up in 1994. In 2004 the
length of the CARR was 15.3 miles of company
owned track. The railroad operates over additional
private rights-of-way of the industries it serves.
Herr, Kincaid A. The Louisville & Nashville Rail

road. 1943. Reprint, Lexington: Univ. Press of
Kentucky, 2000.
Lewis, Edward A. American Short Line Railway
Guide. Strasburg, Pa.; Baggage Car, 1957, 4th ed.,

Greek Revival, and Italianate architectural styles
of the 19th century. Some of the finest buildings in
that district include the 1870s Italianate Seppen
feld Butcher's building on Main St. and the Art &
George Leep's Pioneer Grocery Store, built in 1882,
whose original ironwork is intact. The three-story
Carrollton Post Office, a masonry structure of

Railroad (C&W) began in 1906, with the L&N as
the principal holder of the bonds sold to finance
construction. The line "as built” was 10 miles long

Charles H. Bogart

Neoclassical Revival style built in 1901, is one of

and used 58-pound rail. The road ran from Fourth

CARROLLTON BUS CRASH. After working a

the town's most prominent buildings. The earliest
courthouse in the community was built when Car
rollton was Port William; the present courthouse,
a two-story brick building built in an eclectic style,
was erected in 1884. The National Register of His
toric Places lists Carrollton as having 334 build

and Polk Sts. in Carrollton to Worthville via

double shift at a chemical plant on May 14, 1988,
a 35-year-old factory worker, Larry Wayne Ma
honey, stopped by Tubby's Tavern on the outskirts

ings, covering 920 acres.
The flood of 1937 devastated Carrollton, the

water level in town reaching 79.9 feet. A plaque in
the courthouse marks the height of these flood
waters. It is recorded that small boats could be

rowed through the open doors of the courthouse.
Although Carrollton today is view somewhat
as an industrial community, it still retains its small
town lifestyle. The town is attracting commuter
residents because of its proximity to two major cit
ies: it is 46 miles north of Louisville and 50 miles

south of Cincinnati. The population of the fourth
class city of Carrollton in 2000 was 3,846. During
a visit in 2004, hosted by Ann Deatherage, Car
rollton's first woman mayor, First Lady Laura

(L&N) track at Worthville (the L&N acquired the
bankrupt LC&L in 1881).
Construction of the Carrollton and Worthville

bridges over White Run and Goose creeks. Amaz
ingly, for a line built through the hilly Kentucky
River valley, it had a ruling grade of 2 percent. The
only passenger depots on the line were at Carroll
ton and Worthville. Passenger service on the C&W
continued until 1926, and in its last years this ser
vice was operated with a gasoline-powered rail
motorcar. This motorcar, two engines, one passen
ger car, one combination car, and some mainte
nance equipment were apparently the only rolling
stock ever owned by the C&W,
The C&W failed to generate the revenue ex
pected by its backers, and money for track mainte
nance and retirement of the road's bonds was not

forthcoming. By 1920 the C&W's customers teas
ingly referred to it as the “Careworn & Worthless."
The C&W went into receivership in 1926 and in
1930 was sold at a foreclosure sale to the L&N. The

C&W was then reorganized by the L&N as a new
corporation, the Carrollton Railroad (CARR),

Waukesha, Wis.; Kalmbach Books, 1991.

of Carrollton and had a beer. Then he drove to a

friend's house and shared a dinner of pizza and
beers. At his next stop, he drank more beers with
friends, and one friend took his truck keys away
from him. Later that night the friend gave Larry
his keys back—after Mahoney promised to drive
straight to his home, a short distance away in rural
Owen Co. On the seat beside him in his small

pickup truck was a cold pack of beer. Mahoney was
observed driving erratically on I-71 north near En
glish, a small town in Carroll Co. Soon afterward,
he crossed the highway and drove at high speed the
wrong way in the southboundlane. He hit an auto
mobile and then collided with a school bus full of

children accompanied by adult chaperones. The
school bus was returning to Radcliff, Ky., after a
day's outing at the King's Island Amusement Park,
near Cincinnati. The bus's gas tank exploded and
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its occupants were trapped inside the burning bus.
That night, 27 died, 24 of them children. Another

34 passengers were injured; 6 passengers escaped
with no injuries. Mahoney survived but suffered
knee and lung injuries.
Trooper Sonny Cease, of the Kentucky State
Police, Post No. 5, LaGrange, responded to the ac
cident call and immediately summoned more help.
State and local police, fire departments, and ambu
lances responded to the accident. The injured and
the dead were taken to the National Guard Armory
on Ky. Rt. 227, near Tubby's Tavern. From there the
injured were transported to hospitals. A tempo
rary morgue was set up in the armory. Kentucky
governor Wallace Wilkinson (1987–1991) called
Carroll Co. coroner James Dunn and promised to
provide him with whatever support he needed.
One of Dunn's first requests was for air condition
ers, since the armory was not air-conditioned.
Clerks from the Kentucky Department of Vital
Statistics in Frankfort were sent to help Dunn with
the massive amounts of documentation, including

Dunn, James. Interview by Karen F. Claiborne, May
5, 2004, Carrollton, Ky.
Dunn, James, Carroll Co. coroner. Archives of the

congregation has had a strong relationship with
Transylvania University at Lexington and the Lex
ington Theological Seminary, an association that has

Carrollton Bus Crash, May 1988, Coroner's Office,

provided the church with several student ministerial

Carrollton, Ky.

interns over the years.
Christian churches were founded in other parts

National Transportation Safety Board Publications.
“Highway Accident Report"www.ntsb.gov/publictn/

of Carroll and Gallatin counties: in South Fork,

1989/HAR8901.htm.

The Pulitzer Prize Winners, 1989, “Journalism: Gen

eral News Reporting." www.pulitzer.org/cyearſ

1844; in Sugar Creek, 1863; in Sparta, 1875, in Sand
ers, 1880; in English, 1892, and in Worthville, 1895.

1989 whtml.

Shelton, Lila. Interviews by Karen F. Claiborne, Octo
ber 30, 2004; June 21, 2005, Carrollton, Ky.

Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,
2003.

Karen Claiborne

Deed Books 3:116, 9:3329, 11:312, 14:452, 21:205,

CARROLITON CHRISTIAN CHURCH. The

Fisher, W. R., and Kathryn Salyers. Untitled manu
script histories, last updated in 2003, Carrollton

23:21, 35.324, Carroll Co., Carrollton, Ky.

Carrollton Christian Church began shortly after
the followers of Alexander Campbell and those of
Barton Stone merged their movements at Lexing

Christian Church, Carrollton, Ky.
Fortune, Alonzo Willard. The Disciples in Kentucky,

ton in 1841 and founded the Christian Church

of Kentucky, 1932.
Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County.

(Disciples of Christ). Carrollton Christian was one
of several house churches that joined the Reform

death certificates.

movement in Carroll and Gallatin counties. The

The general manager of the nearby Holiday
Inn, Lila Shelton, received an early-morning call
concerning the accident and drove to the Inn to set
up facilities for the American Red Cross, whose
job it was to inform parents of their children's
deaths. Coroners and emergency workers from all
over Kentucky came to help. Members of various

others were at White's Run (1825), New Liberty

Lexington: Convention of the Christian Churches

Madison, Ind: Coleman, 1984.
Diane Perrine Coon

(1833), Warsaw (1836), and Ghent (1837). Three let

CARROLLTON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH.

ters appearing in the Millennial Harbinger in
1850 provide evidence of a lively and growing con
gregation at Carrollton.

The Cane Run (Port Royal), Corn Creek, Ghent,
New Liberty, Sharon (now extinct), and White's
Run Baptist churches helped to organize the Car
rollton First Baptist Church with 13 founding
members at a meeting held in the old Carroll Co.
Courthouse on June 30, 1849. On the following
day, eight more new members were received into
the church. On July 22 there were two baptisms; in
addition a black woman named Rose, belonging to
Daniel Brown, joined by letter from the New Lib
erty Baptist Church. A lot at the corner of High
land Ave. and Fourth St. in Carrollton was pur
chased, and in March 1852 the congregation met
in their newly constructed church. During 1852

The first services were held at the homes of

On May 16, 1988, Carroll Co. District Court
judge Stanley M. Billingsley issued an arrest war
rant for Larry Mahoney. The warrant allowed suf
ficient time for Mahoney to recover from his inju
ries before appearing in court, and it denied bail
because of the 27 counts of manslaughter listed in
the complaint. The court case of Commonwealth

Robert Darling and Amelia Lampson Salyers. As
the congregation grew, it met at the courthouse in
Carrollton. In February 1855 trustees Allen Hanks,
J. T. Guthrie, and O. W. Coburn signed a deed for
lot 198 on the west side of Fifth St. Mary Corn,
Daisy Rankin, and Kathryn Fothergill took up the
shovels and broke ground for the first church
building, which was completed in 1870. It con
sisted of one room and a gallery.
There were several early preachers, but Joseph
Taylor was the first permanent resident pastor; he

of Kentucky v. Larry Mahoney began in 1989,

came in 1879 and moved to Carrollton in 1881.

with Judge Charles Satterwhite presiding, and
lasted many months. Mahoney was convicted of a
long list of crimes, the harshest of which were 27
counts of second-degree manslaughter. Although
his sentence was for 16 years, he served less than 11,
earning nearly 6 years off for good behavior. Ma
honey was considered a model prisoner.
In financial terms, the high cost of the trial

Among the many subsequent preachers were H. V.
Elliott, “the boy preacher"; Charles Trout, "the hand
shaking preacher"; George Nutter, "the nervous
preacher"; George Anderson, “the Englishman";
W. J. Loos, “the encyclopedia preacher”; and Law
rence Williams, “the determined preacher."
The current church building, at 310 Fifth St. in
Carrollton, has been renovated over the years. Be
tween 1902 and 1906, stained glass windows were
added to the sanctuary and a baptistery was com
pleted. Sunday School rooms and the bell tower

and their house came into the possession of the
church after they died.
In the 1860s, the question of using music in
church services was hotly debated. On February 4,
1866, the church voted not to buy and use a melo
deon in the church. In the beginning, blacks and
whites worshipped together; but later African
Americans were asked to secure a separate meet
ing place. In 1875 the church permitted African
Americans to worship in the back room of the base

were added between 1915 and 1917. In 1950 an ad

White's Run Baptist Association was organized in a
meeting held at this church. In 1905 the first pipe
organ was purchased; it remained in use until 1954.

communications media were cordoned off in the

motel's parking lot in order to allow victims' fami
lies and disaster workers easier access to the motel.

strained the resources of Carroll Co. The toll the
bus crash took in terms of human life and suffer

ing, though it may have been figured up using in
surance actuarial tables, was beyond calculation.
As a result of the accident, and the subsequent
trial disclosures, the National Transportation Safety
Board called for changes in Driving under the In
fluence (DUI) laws and asked for the number of

school bus safety exits to be increased, along with
other specified engineering changes in the buses.
Efforts were made to retire school buses manufac
tured before 1977 after these vehicles were found to
have defects similar to those found in the school
bus involved in the Carrollton bus crash.

Crowley, Patrick. “Drunken Driver Lives in Obscu
rity." KE, May 14, 2003, 1.

dition with Sunday School rooms, a fellowship
hall, and restrooms brought much-needed space,
and in 1967 a sanctuary redecoration included the
addition of colonial-style pews.
The Carrollton Christian Church has been active

in the development of the local ministerial associa
tion, through which pastors provide community
wide worship services and aid to families facing
emergencies. During the late 1960s, under Pastor
James Hazelrigg, a day school for mentally chal
lenged children was sponsored, and the church's
meetinghouse also became an active center for
American Red Cross Bloodmobile drives. The

James Eblin and his sisters Malinda and Catherine
joined the church. They lived behind the church,

ment for six months. On October 23, 1900, the new

In 1932 the Eblin house was torn down and the

three-story Bible School Annex built. In 1937 the
church's basement was flooded (see Flood of

1937), and for the first time in the history of the
church, the doors were closed for several weeks.
In 1940 the interior of the church was redeco
rated, and in 1946 new chimes were donated and

installed. During World War II, the church was
left unlocked, so that people could come and pray
at any time. In 1954 the church built a three-story
addition and acquired a new Wicks pipe organ. A

CARROLLTON HIGH SCHOOL

1990, the church sponsored organization of the
Prestonville Baptist Mission and also sent volun
teer missionaries to Argentina, Canada, Kenya,

In 1947 the CFMC was sold to the Crosley Cor
poration of Cincinnati and was operated under the
name of Avco, John G. Hamburg was named man
ager of the Carrollton manufacturing plant. For the
first 10 years after the Crosley Corporation's pur
chase, only television cabinets were manufactured,
and during that time 1 million cabinets were built.
After April 1957 the line expanded to include occa

Maine, and Wisconsin. In 1999 the church built an

sional tables, cabinets, and otherwood furniture.

garage on Highland and Court Sts, was purchased
and torn down in 1963 to provide additional park
ingspace. In 1980 the pews were upholstered and a
new steeple added, and in 1989 carillons were pre
sented to the church and installed. In 1989 and

addition containing an elevator and classrooms.

In 1961 the Carrollton Cabinet Company pur
chased the assets of Avco and a lot on the east side

Carrollton First Baptist Church Centennial Ser
vice Booklet. Carrollton, Ky: Carrollton First Bap
tist Church, 1949.

Rice, Eloise, and Christopher White. Carrollton First
Baptist Church: 150th Anniversary Booklet. Car.

rollton, Ky: Carrollton First Baptist Church, 1999.
Ken Massey

of Fifth St. in Carrollton and two years later ex
panded its holdings by acquiring the old school
property at English, Ky.
Local History Files, Carroll Co. Public Library, Car
rollton, Ky.
Parker, Anna V. "A Short History of Carroll County."
1958, Carroll Co. Public Library, Carrollton, Ky.
Diane Perrine Coon

CARROLLTON FURNITURE MANUFAC
TURING COMPANY. The Carrollton Furni

ture Manufacturing Company (CFMC) was estab
lished in Carrollton in 1884 and developed into a
major business in Carroll Co. In 1886 its owners,
H. M. Winslow, Henry Schuerman, and L. H. and
W. F. Schuerman, purchased an in-lot in Carroll
ton from W. B. Winslow and a year later purchased
an additional lot from D. K. Vance. By 1900 the
CFMC had built and was operating in two large
five-story brick buildings connected by elevated
causeways; they were located on Fourth St. in Car.
rollton. The company employed 75 skilled work
men and shipped fine furniture all over the eastern
United States. The mortgage on the buildings, held
by Kentucky's Louisville Trust Company, was paid
in full by 1891.
The CFMCpayrollofaround $36,000 annually
in the early 1900s was one of the highest in the re
gion. Some raw materials were purchased locally,
and their freight bill amounted to thousands of
dollars yearly. Using a highly successful marketing
strategy, the CFMC offered a very narrow product
line. For several years their only output was high
class bedroom furniture suites. They won a blue

CARROLLTON HIGH SCHOOL. Before 1886

some high-school-level courses were taught at pri
vate schools in Carrollton, one as early as 1813 at
the Gallatin Academy and another by 1872 at Pro
fessor Pritchard's school in the basement of the

Carrollton Baptist Church. The first free public
high school was completed in 1887. This large two
story Victorian brick schoolhouse stood on Sixth
and Polk Sts. and was constructed under the direc

tion of Carrollton Independent School trustees
J. V. Blessing, W. A. Fishback, A. F. Kipping, T. J.
McElrath, C.D. Salyers, and D.N. Vance. It housed
both the high school and the other upper grades.
The school began with E. W. Weaver as principal,
and it had a 500-book library and a sizable geo
graphical" or map cabinet. In 1888 the school
graduated its first class.
The Carroll Co. and the City of Carrollton
school boards were unified in 1911 under Superin
tendent G. H. Wells, who was followed by W. F.
O'Donnell, and plans were made to bring high

ribbon at the exposition in New Orleans around

the turn of the century, and when Grover Cleve
land was president (1893–1897), one bedroom at
the White House was furnished with furniture

made at the Carrollton factory.
The Carrollton-based manufacturer maintained

an extensive auxiliary sample room in Grand Rap
ids, Mich., and was closely connected with the fur
niture industry of that city. Catalog photographs of
bedroom furniture produced at the CFMC, saved
by F. G. Hill, superintendent of the furnishing de
partment from 1915 to 1940, were given to the Car
roll Co. Public Library. One photo of a complete
bedroom ensemble carries this description:
“French 18th Century Suite No. 253 Combination
Stippled Bone Lacquer with Hand Painted Decora
tions, Five-Ply Panels, Mahogany Interiors." The set
consisted of two beds, a four-drawer highboy, a
three-drawer chest with mirror, a ladies' dressing
table with mirror, aside table, a straight-backed side
chair, and a bench, both of the latter with uphol
stered seats in a striped material.

Carrollton High School.
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school students from the English, Ghent, and Lo
cust schools into the Carrollton High School the
following fall term. By 1916 the Carrollton High
School had 81 students, four full-time teachers,

and three part-time teachers. In 1917 a $25,000
bond was issued to erect a new school building that
would house all 12 grades at Carrollton High
School, to belocated on the old Seminary St. prop
erty. With the sale of the school district's Sixth St.
property, plus prior receipts, the School Board and
the Fiscal Court authorized spending a total of
$40,000 on the new facilities. The three-story brick
building had 16 classrooms, cloakrooms, offices,
restrooms, and an auditorium.

During the 1920s, Carrollton High School was
graduating about 20 students per year and had a
faculty totaling 11 teachers. The Great Depression
of the 1930s had a devastating impact on the cost
structure of the other smaller rural high school
programs in Carroll Co., and by 1939 all of these
had been consolidated into the Carrollton High
School. Under Superintendent Ted Sanford, a large
addition to the Carrollton City School was com
pleted in 1935 by the Works Progress Administra
tion (WPA). The school's new wing housed a cafe
teria, 12 classrooms, a laboratory, a library, and a
large gymnasium. A fire in 1941 destroyed the gym
in the old part of the building, and a new 600-seat
auditorium was constructed in its place.
As 12 years of education became the standard
during the 1940s and 1950s, graduating classes at
Carrollton High School increased in numbers. The
1917 building was used exclusively for high school
students. School integration for high school stu
dents began at Carrollton High School in the fall of
1961; Shirley Reed, who had boarded for two years
at Lincoln Institute in Shelby Co., transferred into
Carrollton High Schoolin spring 1963 and became
the first African American student to graduate
from the school. Carrollton High School's lastclass,
graduating in 1969, had 83 students. All high
school students and faculty were then transferred
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to the new Carroll Co. High School in East Car
rollton. The 1917 school building was razed to
make room for a new middle school.

Bevarly, R. W. “History of Education in Carroll
County," master's thesis, Univ. of Kentucky, 1936.
Campbell, Justine Tandy. “History of the Carroll
County Schools," 1976, Carroll Co. Public Library,
Carrollton, Ky.
Carrollton News-Democrat, August 25, 1949.

Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County.
Madison, Ind: Coleman, 1984.

Parker, Anna V. “A Short History of Carroll County."
1958, Carroll Co. Public Library, Carrollton, Ky.
Diane Perrine Coon

Throughout the remainder of the 20th century,
the News-Democrat reported on local people,
businesses, and economic events shaping the com
ways) adversely affected the city, converting its
once bustling downtown business center into a
sleepy river town bypassed by progress. Weather
ing consolidations and changes in ownership,
the News-Democrat has maintained its position
as a newspaper that focuses on coverage of local
news. The most widely distributed story ever to be
reported on and printed by the paper was the tragic
Carrollton Bus Crash, which occurred in May
1988.

Ford, Joyce. Telephone interview by Karen F. Clai
borne, March 29, 2004, LCNI Central Office, Shel

Democrat, a weekly newspaper published at Car
rollton, is now the only local newspaper in Carroll
Co. Since 1975 the paper, one of 20 in communities
surrounding Louisville, has been owned by Land
mark Communications Inc., a privately held com
munications company headquartered in Norfolk,
Va. Jeff Moore became publisher of the News
Democrat in October 2003; it had a paid circula
tion of 3,480 as of September 2004. Moore presided
over the first move of the newspaper's headquar
ters in 21 years, from 422 Main St. to 122 Sixth St.
in Carrollton in March 2005. In keeping with tra

byville, Ky.

town business district of Carrollton, where its of
fices overlook the Ohio River.

Today's paper is a composite of three newspa
pers. The oldest one was the Carrollton Demo
crat, which dated its first issue March 25, 1868. It

was published by Lemuel R. Harris and Joseph B.
Rucker. Harris, the senior partner, was a native of
Carroll Co. and was a financial backer, along with
W. F. Howe. In October 1868 Harris sold his inter

Madison, Ind., 1984.
Diane Perrine Coon

munity. The construction of I-71 (see Express
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dition, the News-Democrat remains in the down

Carrollton News Democrat, October 13, 1938, 1.

Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County.

CARTER'S CHAPEL. On October 18, 1861, Lil
burn and Sarah Elizabeth Crail deeded land in the
northwest corner of Pendleton Co. for the Carter's

Chapel Methodist Church. The property was trans
ferred to the church trustees, George Rouse, Rich
ard Simpson, and George Spegal. The church was
named after Rev. Carter, its first pastor, and the
original log church building was built by George
Spegal and Jefferson Oliver. That building was re
placed by the present frame structure, built by Ar
thur Yelton and Doc Golden, in 1901, but the new

building was not officially completed and dedi
cated until the summer of 1902. The rafters of the

“History of News-Democrat and Editors of Paper."
News-Democrat, October 12, 1967, 1.

building were twisted by a storm when the church

Kentucky Combo Network Rate Card. Landmark

was under construction and had to be reinforced.

Community Newspapers, 2005. www.lcni.com.
“Moore Named N-D publisher." News-Democrat,

Carter's Chapel is just across the county lines of
Kenton and Grant counties, on the Fiskburg, Cart
er's Chapel, and Gardnersville Rds. It is bounded
on three sides by a cemetery with graves dating
back to the cholera epidemic of the mid-1800s.
One tombstone is marked 1854; many inscriptions
on other tombstones are no longer legible. Today,
only the church and a few houses remain in the
community, which was named Carter's Chapel for

October 15, 2003, 3.

“Newspaper Preparing to Move to Sixth Street Loca
tion,” News-Democrat, March 2, 2005, 1.
Karen Claiborne

CARROLLTON

UNITED

METHODIST

CHURCH. The oldest religious gatherings in Car
rollton were meetings held in the home of Richard
and Sarah Masterson in 1790; the first preacher,
Henry Ogburn, settled nearby, and services alter
nated between the Masterson and the Ogburn
homes. In 1799 Ogburn performed the first mar
riage service conducted in Carrollton when he
married Nicholas Lantz and Mary Pickett.
In 1810 the local Methodist congregation built
a log cabin and held services there for eight years.
A larger building was erected in Carrollton on

the church. The road is sometimes referred to as

the Carter's Chapel Rd.
Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend

leton County. Falmouth, Ky: M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.
1994].
Mildred Belew

CARTERSVILLE. Cartersville is an area within

educators, ministers, and local businessmen whose

can American congregation. In 1870 W. B. Win

central Grant Co. bounded by Barnes Rd., the
Baton Rouge Rd., and U.S. 25 (the Dixie High
way). Early on, many members of the Barnes fam
ily lived on Barnes Rd., also known as Steammill
Rd. The road was also home to the Ridge Meeting
House (1791), a tannery (1817), and the Cartersville

primary activity was not the newspaper business.
E. A. Gullion, who became sole proprietor in 1878,
published the paper for 20 years. Ernest CarolSmith
became publisher-editor in 1903 and remained in
that post until 1920. He sold to a group of farmers

slow deeded lots 140 and 141 to the Methodist

School, (1856), named for B. N. Carter, a leader in

the early county schools. Today, this area is boom
ing with new development. Along Barnes Rd. at
the Clay Graveyard, a tombstone notes the arrival
of Capt. John Clay in colonial Jamestown in 1613

group, Perry Gaines, I. O. Harris, and C. M. Dean,
managed the Carrollton Democrat until its consoli

Episcopal Church–South, and the large brick
building was completed in 1871 facing High Street
(now 310 Highland Ave.).
A Pilcher organ was installed in the sanctuary
in 1885, and a major renovation of the sanctuary
was completed in 1939, including restoration of
the cherry stairways by F. G. Hill. Bishop Dar
lington spoke at the church's rededication ser
vice, which was conducted by Rev. H. L. Moore.

dation with the Carrollton News.

On October 16, 1938, members of the Carrollton

The Carrollton News, begun in 1892, was pub
lished by George Somers Lee and T. Sanders. Lee
continued to be involved by writing a column long
after he relinquished his role as publisher. In 1926

Methodist Episcopal Church–South gathered at
the Milton-Madison bridge over the Ohio River

est to Capt. Thomas P. McElrath. Rucker remained
as junior partner and assistant editor until 1869.
Sometime between 1872 and 1878, the Carroll

ton Democratchanged hands. The new owners were

and businessmen, some of whose names were lost

when the newspaper's archives were destroyed in the
Ohio River flood of 1937. Three members of this

Nellie M. Lee became the first woman editor of a

newspaper in Carrollton. By 1930 she and her hus
band, Jake Lee, had controlling interest in the pa
per, which was next sold to Mr. and Mrs. Norvin A.
Perry. The Perrys also bought the Carroll Republi
can from Oscar Kipping and combined the three
newspapers to create the News-Democratin April
1930.

Sixth St. but was sold as a residence in 1830. In

1842 Joseph Myrick donated land to the Method
ist Episcopal Church; it later was used by an Afri

with members of the Methodist Protestant

Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church of
Madison, Ind., for a daylong celebration of the
creation of the United Methodist Church deno

and also bears the names of descendants of his, in

cluding Charles Thomas Clay, who died in 1898.
Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County, Ken
tucky. Williamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical
Society, 1992.
Pease, Janet K., comp. Kentucky County Court Rec
ords: Grant, Harrison, Pendleton. Williamstown,

Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1985.
Rutledge, Mike. “JumpStart for Project Saves Bucks,”
CE, April 21, 2005, 1.

mination.

CARTHAGE. Carthage, located along the Wash
ington Trace Rd. (once a horse path to Washing

In 1943 the sanctuary's high steeple came
down in high winds and was never replaced. In
1957 an education building and fellowship hall
was added, and a new parsonage was completed in
1961. The congregation remains active today.

community in the southeastern part of Campbell
Co. It was settled early in Campbell Co.'s history.
Carthage had a post office from 1828 to 1907. The
local 1883 Lake atlas shows Carthage as having a

ton, Ky) and the AA Highway, is a small rural

CATAWBA

store, a post office, a blacksmith shop, a Grange
hall, and a Methodist church, and the community
had a one-room school that closed in 1935. Today,

with the opening of the AA Highway, the Carthage
area is growing. There are several churches and
cemeteries in the community, as well as many new
homes. From the homes built on the eastern side of

the town, there is a commanding view of the Ohio
River Valley below.
An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,

Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
Kenneth A. Reis

CARTMELL, HARRIET H. (b. April 26, 1921,
Maysville, Ky.; d. August 9, 1992, Cincinnati, Ohio).
Harriet Cartmell was the daughter of Winn E. and
Rebekah Hechinger Hord. Her mother was a
former mayor of Maysville and the wife of Dr. Wil
liam Cartmell. Harriet entered politics and, like
her mother, ran for mayor of Maysville. She won
election in 1986 and served one term, deciding not
to run again in 1990 because of injuries she suf
fered from a 1988 auto accident. As mayor, she was
known for always wearing a hat. Her most contro
versial position was advocating the legalization of
marijuana for medicinal purposes. She proposed
the sale of marijuana as a means of tax revenue and
as a cash crop for Mason Co., which was once a
major producer of hemp. Some of Cartmell's ac
complishments as mayor were having decorative
lights installed on the Simon Kenton Memorial
Bridge over the Ohio River and bringing in a trol
ley bus that gave tours of Maysville. She was also
instrumental in attracting to Maysville Tech
notrim, a company that produces plastic seat cov
ers. Her other interests included work with Ken

tucky Educational Television and the American
Red Cross. She died at the University of Cincin
nati Medical Center in Cincinnati in 1992, after

suffering a fall at her Maysville home. She was bur
ied at the Maysville and Mason Co. Cemetery.
DeVroomen, Sacha. “Maysville's Mayor Cartmell
Dies at Age 71," KP August 11, 1992, 1K–2K.
Johnson, Omer W. “Former Mayor Left Her Mark on
Maysville,” KP, August 12, 1992, 6A.

Sizer Davis on January 5, 1912. At the Panama Pa
cific Exposition in San Diego (1915–1916), Cassidy
was awarded grand prize and a gold medal for a se
ries of murals in the Indian Arts Building, depict
ing native American symbols and the cliff dwellers.
In 1934, while painting in a temporary studio, he
was overcome by a combination of turpentine
fumes and carbon monoxide generated by a faulty
gas heater. He had been working there on a large
mural for the Santa Fe Federal Building. He died
shortly thereafter and his funeral was at the Ma
sonic Order Temple (see Masons) in Santa Fe, with
burial at the Fairview Cemetery in that same city.
Ina, his wife, lived until at least 1959.

Fineoldart.com. "Ira Diamond Gerald Cassidy (1879–
1934).” Lawrence J. Cantor and Company. www.fi
neoldart.com/ (accessed January 13, 2006).
“Gerald Cassidy." Santa Fe New Mexican, February
13, 1934.

Samuels, Peggy. Samuels' Encyclopedia of Artists of

weapons, loaded in one chamber only as the men
took their dueling positions at 60 yards. At the end
of the exchange of shots, Casto fell, with the bullet
from Metcalfe's rifle lodging near his heart. Met
calfe, who was unscathed, asked his physicians to
attend to the stricken Casto. Their heroic labors

were not successful, as Casto lived only 15 minutes
after being wounded. Metcalfe soon announced
that he took Casto's fire before discharging his
rifle.

The next day, Casto was buried in the Maysville
Cemetery. The funeral was attended by great num
bers of relatives and Southern supporters. This
Casto-Metcalfe duel causeda deepeningrift within
the community, and the news of it spread quickly
across the state of Kentucky.
Later during the war, Metcalfe was in com
mand at the disastrous battle at Big Hill in Ken
tucky, where his regiment deserted him. Overcome
with disappointment, Metcalfe resigned his com

the American West. Secaucus, N.J. Castle, 1985.

mission and settled in Cincinnati, where he was

William A. Karges Fine Art. "Gerald Cassidy (1879–

associated with Metcalfe & Evans, commission

1934)." http://store.kargesfineartgallery.com/ (ac

merchants, at 312 Sycamore St. He died on June 7,
1868, and was buried at Spring Grove Cemetery in

cessed January 13, 2006).

Cincinnati.

CASTO-METCALFE DUEL. Union colonel

Leonidas Metcalfe (1819–1868) and Southern sym
pathizer William T. Casto (ca. 1824–1862), a for
mer mayor of Maysville, became involved in a duel
under Kentucky's "code duello” (the printed rules
established for the conduct of a duel) on May 8,
1862. The duel occurred near Dover, along the
Ohio River, at the border of Mason and Bracken
counties.

What precipitated this event was Union briga
dier general William “Bull” Nelson's ordering

Coleman, J. Winston, Jr. The Casto-Metcalfe Duel.
Lexington, Ky. Winburn Press, 1950.

Metcalfe, William. “Hard Feelings during Civil War
Caused Metcalfe-Casto Duel," Kentucky Explorer

15, no.8 (February 2001):63.
Caroline R. Miller

CATAWBA. Catawba, located along the Coving
ton and Lexington Railroad (later the Louis
ville and Nashville Railroad) and the Licking River,
four miles north of Falmouth in north-central

the arrest of William T. Casto, a well-known

Pendleton Co., is an example of a town that once

Maysville lawyer who was termed an "active seces
sionist," and six others. They were initially sent to
Camp Chase, a Union prison in Columbus, Ohio,
and later transferred to Fort Lafayette, a federal
prison in New York. Each was asked to sign an oath
of allegiance to the United States in order to be re
leased. However, Casto refused to sign and re

flourished and then faded from existence. It was

the arrival of the Covington and Lexington Rail
road in 1854, with its connections to both Lexing
ton and Covington, that spawned Catawba's be
ginnings. On September 22, 1858, the town was
organized. Fifty acres were laid out for a town site
with streets, a city park, and a public square. A col

mained imprisoned for three months. Edwin M.

lege and a bridge across the Licking River were

Stanton, the U.S. secretary of war, then asked that

planned. The bridge would have provided a shorter

Casto state that he would not render aid or comfort

route to Foster, which then was a steamboat land

to the enemies of the United States, and Casto soon
made this statement.

ing on the Ohio River in Bracken Co. From Foster,
oxen or horse teams hauled supplies overland to
Falmouth and other points. In 1858 Richard Pet
tit became Catawba's first postmaster. Lots sold
quickly: lots 9–12 were sold to James H. Casey for

Some of the Southern sympathizers in Maysville
Thomas S. Ward

were convinced that Metcalfe, who was the son of

CASSIDY, IRA DIAMOND GERALD (b. No

Kentucky governor Thomas Metcalfe (1828–1832),
was the person responsible for Casto's arrest. When
Metcalfeattendedajudicial convention in Maysville

vember 10, 1879, Covington, Ky; d. February 12,
1934, Santa Fe, N.Mex). As a child Cassidy, later a
well-known painter, took classes from Frank Du
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in May 1862, he was given a note from Casto chal
lenging him to a duel. Although Metcalfe was not

veneck at the Institute of Mechanical Arts in Cin

under any obligation to duel, he unreservedly ac

cinnati. At age 20, the precocious Cassidy was an

cepted the challenge. The terms of the duel stipu

art director for a New York City lithographer.
About that same time, having contracted pneumo
nia, he moved to Albuquerque, N.Mex, and entered
a tuberculosis sanitarium. As his health improved,
he began to paint scenes of the American South
west. Later, he spent time in Denver and in Santa Fe.
Perhaps his most famous work is The Cliff Dwell
ers of the Southwest. He married the sculptor Ina

lated that Casto and Metcalfe would meet at the

“fishing shore" near Stony Point Creek in Bracken
Co., just downstream from Dover, at 5:00 p.m. on

May 8, 1862. The location was sheltered and ideal
for the “affair of honor.” Casto and Metcalfe traded

chilly acknowledgments as their seconds contin
ued to make their preparations. Colt .56 caliber
revolving (five-shot cap and ball) rifles were the

$50;lots 13–16 to J.W.Stevens for the same amount;
and lots 57, 58, 70, and 71 to Hiram Thornton for
$30. In all, 112 lots were transferred. Catawba soon

was thriving. It had homes, a railroad passenger
and freight depot, a school, a church, a railroad
section with section houses, and many businesses,
including a sawmill, a large cooper shop, and nu
merous stores. By the early 1900s, however, the

town had begun to decline. During the 1920s the
school closed and the children of the community
began attending the Oak Grove School. The last
store closed about the same time. The cattle pens,
no longer occupied, fell down, the depot disap
peared, and the church had only an occasional
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service. Now this once-thriving small community
is a mere memory.

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky: M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.

º

º

1994].
Mildred Belew

CATHEDRALBASILICAOFTHEASSUMP

TION. The Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption,

1140 Madison Ave., Covington, is the cathedral
church of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Coving
ton (see Roman Catholics). It is one of Coving
ton's architectural and artistic treasures. Founded

as a mission church in 1833 and originally called
St. Mary, it is the oldest Catholic congregation in
Northern Kentucky. The original church, located
on the southeast corner of W. Fifth and Montgom
ery Sts. in Covington, was dedicated in 1834 by
Bishop John Baptist Purcell of Cincinnati, at the re

quest of Bishop Benedict Joseph Flaget of Bard
stown, Ky., in whose diocese Covington was then
located. Covington's proximity to Cincinnati also
occasioned the assignment of Rev. Stephen H.

Montgomery, a Dominican priest stationed at the
cathedral in Cincinnati, to attend to the needs of

Covington's Catholics, both Irish and German. In
1837 the mission church of St. Mary was made a

parish, with Rev. Montgomery as the first resident
pastor. In 1841, with the establishment of Mother
of God Catholic Church for Covington's Ger
man immigrant population (see German Ameri
cans), St. Mary turned its attention to the English
speaking Catholics (mainly Irish) of the city (see
Irish Americans). In the same year, 1841, the Di
ocese of Bardstown was transferred to the new me

tropolis of Louisville, and Covington and North
ern Kentucky Catholics remained under the

-

-------------

Diocese of Louisville until 1847, when the three

mile radius around Cincinnati, including the area
south of the Ohio River, was assigned to the Dio
cese of Cincinnati. In 1848, under the leadership of
Rev. John Lamy (1814–1888), St. Mary parish pur
chased part of three lots in Foote's 1st Subdivision
of Covington on the north side of E. Eighth St. for
the site of a new church. In 1850 the Diocese of Cin

cinnati was elevated to an Archdiocese, and Lamy
bought 10acres outside the city limits fora Catholic
cemetery, within the confines of Covington's later
Devou Park(sold to the Devoufamily in 1900; the
graves were transferred to St. Mary Cemetery in
Fort Mitchell). Lamy was subsequently appointed
the first bishop of Santa Fe, N.Mex, and in 1852 his
successor, Rev. Thomas R. Butler, began the deliv
ery of bricks and materials to the building site.

Then, hearing that a new diocese was to be formed
in Covington, he temporarily postponed construc
tion. The following year, in 1853, the Diocese of
Covington was officially established.
Covington's first bishop, George Aloysius Car
roll (1803–1868), was familiar with the city. As a
Jesuit priest, he had served as president of St. Xavier
College (now Xavier University) in Cincinnatibe.
fore his appointment as bishop. Carroll decided to
continue the construction of St. Mary Church and
to make it his new cathedral. He laid the corner

Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, construction of the west facade, ca. 1909–1910.

stone of the new Gothic Revival style St. Mary Ca.
thedral, built and likely designed by Richard Was
ser, in October 1853. By December 1853, the
congregation attended their first mass in the struc
ture, which was formally dedicated in June 1854.
Measuring 126 feet in length and 66 feet in width,
this modest church featured painted windows and
ornamental paintings by artist U.C. Tandrop of
Cincinnati and a pipe organ by Mathias Schwab of
Cincinnati (see Pipe Organs). The church served

cent St. Anne Church in Detroit and later was the

as the cathedral until 1901 and was demolished in

limestone on both the exterior and the interior. The

March 1904.

interior columns of Bedford limestone were seg
mented and connected by metal pins. The Corning
Brick and Terra Cotta Company of Utica, N.Y., cast
the terra cotta work used in the ceiling vaults, the
window tracery, and other ornamental pieces. Built
to imitate Europe's great Gothic cathedrals, but
scaled down to fit the property and the available fi
nances, the cathedral was nonetheless of impres
sive size—with an exterior length of 190 feet and

When Camillus Paul Maes (1846–1915) be

came bishop of Covington in 1885, he found the old
cathedral too small and in need of repair. Having
trained in an architect's office in Belgium beforebe
coming a priest, Maes had a profound appreciation
for fineartandarchitecture. He purchased the Dela
ney and McVeigh properties on Madison Ave., in
1890 and 1893, respectively, and hired Leon Co
quard (1860–1923) of Detroit as the architect of his
new cathedral. Coquard had designed the magnifi

architect of the Immaculate Conception Cathedral
in Denver, Colo. Irish American distillery owners
James N. Walsh (1818–1890) (see Walsh Distill

ery) and Peter O'Shaughnessy (1843–1926) pro
vided donations of nearly $100,000 for the project,
and ground was broken in April 1894. On Septem
ber 8, 1895, Maes laid the cornerstone of the build

ing. The Covington Stone and Marble Company
constructed the walls of brick, facing them with

exterior widths of 77 feet at the nave and 148 feet at

the transepts; the interior ceiling was 81 feet high.
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Like European cathedrals, it was situated so that
the congregation faced the liturgical east, toward
the Holy Land, during services. Coquard's plans for
St. Mary Cathedral drew upon the Abbey Church
of St. Denis in Paris, France, for its interior inspira
tion, and upon Reims Cathedral for the proposed

front facade. Further funding came from Ignatius
Droege (1828–1910), who gave $10,000 in 1899. In
January 1901 the building was opened for services
and dedicated, but it was still incomplete in decora
tion. Plain glass in the windows temporarily substi
tuted for stained glass, and the simple brick en
trance facade was to be replaced when additional
funding became available.
The construction of the cathedral's elaborate

front elevation was made possible by a substantial
donation of government bonds worth $100,800 by
Nicholas Walsh (1855–1915), son of James Walsh.
Nevertheless, there were still financial constraints,

so Coquard scaled back his plans for the facade,
choosing the Notre Dame of Paris facade as a pat
tern instead of the more ornate facade at Reims. In

the end, Coquard's somewhat difficult personality
probably persuaded Maes to hire David Davis
(1865–1932) as architect of the entrance facade.

Construction on the cathedral began anew in 1908
and included the installation of 82 stained-glass
windows, 78 of which were by the Munich, Ger
many, studios of Mayer and Company. Carl
Brothers of Covington acted as the contractor

and stonemason for this phase, donating the gar
goyles and acroteria surmounting the cathedral.
Because of unstable soil and mounting costs, the
twin bell towers that had been planned were not
built. On June 29, 1910, the feast day of St. Paul
(Maes's personal patron saint, as well as that the
diocese), the new facade was opened in grand
style; its opening coincided with the celebration of
Maes's silver jubilee as bishop.
The cathedral building adheres closely to the
form of Europe's great cathedrals. The nave fea
tures the three distinctive levels of arcade, trifo

rium, and clerestory; however, in Covington's
cathedral these are interrupted in the transepts to
allow placement of a choir loft on the south and

one of the world's largest stained-glass windowson
the north, the latter measuring 67 feet in height
and 24 feet in width. Significant artwork includes
four murals in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel by
artist Frank Duveneck (1848–1919), completed
in 1910; a statue of the Madonna and Child, carved

in Bedford limestone by artist Clement Barn
horn (1857–1935) and placed in a niche between
the center doors on the front facade in 1912; a mar

ble altar in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel with a
gold tabernacle and surround by Edward Bourdon

of Ghent, Belgium, installed in 1913; a bas-relief
limestone sculpture of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary in the tympanum over the
central doors of the main entrance by Clement
Barnhorn, executed in 1914; 14 mosaic Stations of

the Cross, each containing some 70,000 separate
pieces, ordered through the Frederick Pustet Com
pany of Cincinnati and executed at the Venice, It
aly, studio of the Ellrich Brothers, installed in 1915;
marble side altars and statues of Our Lady of

Lourdes, St. Joseph, and the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
designed and imported by the Frederick Pustet
Company and finished in 1921; and a baptistery
located in the south transept under the choir loft,
designed by H. H. Heisand, an architect of Eaton,
Ohio, and built and completed by Carl Brothers in
1934. The cathedral has two pipe organs, a 1982
Aultz-Kersting organ in the main (south transept)
choir loft, and an 1859 Mathias Schwab tracker or

gan in the rear (west) choir loft; the 1859 organ was
removed from the demolished St. Joseph Catho
lic Church in Covington.
The cathedral has been altered throughout the
years. The first massive renovation, 1946–1950, was
overseen by architect Edward J. Schulte of Cincin
nati and included the construction of a north en

trance, as well as substantial changes to the sanctu
ary. The original white marble altar, which was
based upon Coquard's drawings, inspired by the
altar of Cologne Cathedral in Germany and exe
cuted in Italy, was removed. It was replaced by a
verde marble altar and an impressive 69-foot-tall
hand-carved Appalachian oak baldachin, sur
mounted by an oak statue of Mary. Hand-carved
oak choir stalls were placed in a semicircle sur
rounding the baldachin. The baldachin, the choir
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E. Seventh St., between Scott and Greenup Sts. The
Shine (see Michael T. Shine) homestead on Mad

ison Ave., across from the cathedral, was purchased
in 1910 and retrofitted as a school. In 1915 a beauti

ful new Collegiate Gothic style school building was
dedicated on Madison Ave. It operated through
the 1966–1967 academic year, and in autumn 1967
a nongraded elementary school called Bishop
Howard, a merger of St. Mary Cathedral School

and St. Joseph School, opened at St. Joseph's. The
cathedral school building was later home to the
Cathedral Child Development Center, operated by
the nonprofit organization Children Inc., and, as
of 2008, served as an extension of Covington Latin
School while its building across the street was un
dergoing remodeling.
Archives of the Diocese of Covington, Ky., St. Mary
Cathedral files, Erlanger, Ky.
"Cathedral School Notes Centennial," Messenger,
April 8, 1956,7A.
“The Cathedral's New Parochial School," Christian

Year, July 18, 1914, 7.

“Celestial City into the Millennium," Messenger
(suppl.), December 14, 2001.
"Dedication of St. Mary's Cathedral,” CJ, June 17,
1854, 3.

Deed Book 13, p. 483; Book 14, p. 405, Kenton Co.
stalls, the lectern, and other carved works were ex

Courthouse, Independence, Ky.

ecuted by the internationally renowned Irving
and Casson Company of Boston and cost nearly
$150,000. In recognition of its artistic significance,
the cathedral was designated a Minor Basilica by
Pope Pius XII in 1953, the centenary of the diocese.
In 1958 August Schmidt, originally of Cologne,
Germany, and later of Hyattsville, Md., completed
installation of his ornate hand-carved oak screen

surrounding the cathedral's Our Lady of Lourdes
altar, and in 1959 he executed the splendid oak sur
round ofthe St. Joseph Altar. Also in 1959, Schmidt's
hand-carved multiethnic nativity set was com
pleted. In 1971 a hand-carved oak screen for the Sa
cred Heart Altar was installed; a gift of Helen
Theissen, it was created by Ferdinando Stuflesser,
Ortisei, Italy.
In 2001 the cathedral underwent a massive $4.7

million renovation, overseen by liturgical designer
and architect Bill Brown of Colorado Springs,
Colo., that included repairs and cleaning, new
lighting and sound systems, installation of air con
ditioning, handicap accessibility, and a new bronze
statue and shrine to Our Lady of Guadalupe, exe
cuted by sculptor Huberto Maestas of San Luis,
Colo. The old marble altar, communion rail, and

sanctuary floor were dismantled and elements rein
corporated into a new marble altar, baptismal pool,
and ambry, all by the Botti Studio of Architectural
Arts of Evanston, Ill. The sanctuary floor was low
ered 30 inches, and the sanctuary itself was moved
to the crossing of the nave with the transepts. The
Appalachian oak baldachin was retained, but the

Deed Book 65, p. 437; Book 81, p. 206, Kenton Co.
Courthouse, Covington, Ky.
Durkin, Mary-Cabrini. St. Mary's Cathedral Basil

ica of the Assumption: Full of Grace. Strasbourg,
France: Éditions du Signe, 2002.
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KP, November 18, 1899, 1.

Freiberg, Walter A. A Guide to the Cathedral. Cov
ington, Ky: Messenger, 1947.
“Ground Broken," KP, April 18, 1894,4,

Krebs, Robert T. The Celestial City: A History of the
Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption. Coving
ton, Ky: Diocese of Covington, 1991.
Kreimer, Peggy. “New Life: Cathedral Organ Breathes
Again," KPOctober 16, 1982, IK.

Kroger, John. “History of St. Mary's Cathedral,” Ar
chives of the Diocese of Covington, Covington,
Ky.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky.; Diocese of Covington,
1954.

“St. Mary's Cathedral, Covington,” Catholic Tele
graph and Advocate, June 17, 1854, 4.
“Silver Anniversary of Bishopric of Rt. Rev. Camillus
Maes and Completion of Cathedral Will Be Cele
brated Wednesday,” CTS (Ky. ed.), June 28, 1910,8.

“Six North Kentucky Schools in Mergers," Messenger,
March 5, 1967, 1A.
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The
Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Withey, Henry F., and Elsie Rathburn Withey, Bio
graphical Dictionary of American Architects
(Deceased). Los Angeles: New Age, 1956.

hand-carved choir stalls were removed.
Paul A. Tenkotte

St. Mary Church conducted a school for many
years. The sacristy of the first church (1834) was
used as a school. Throughout the mid-19th century
there were separate schools for boys and girls of the
parish, and then in 1875 a new school for both male
and female students opened on the south side of

CATHEDRALBASILICAOF THEASSUMP
TION CHORAL MUSIC. The musicians who
worked at the Cathedral Basilica of the As

sumption in Covington before World War II
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were rarely included in written accounts. Most
newspaper reports of the major events at the cathe
dral note the name of the bishop or bishops and
sometimes the priests present. All describe the

as the director at Mother of God Catholic

early view that women should not be allowed in the
sanctuary. Schmidt trained many young boys and

Church in Covington and held both positions for
many years. He trained and worked with many
singers, including noted parishioner Bernard
Brungs, as well as several singers who are still regu
lar touring members of the Cathedral Choir.
Brungs's accomplishments as an adult spanned
music, community service, and historical writing,
and the parish founded the Brungs Award in the
1980s for outstanding service in the parish and the
Covington community.
Puerto Rican organist Miguel Mullert moved
his family to the United States for about 25 years of
study and work. He resided in Latonia, east of
Church St., while working as organ accompanist
under Grote. In the early 1950s, the Mullerts re
turned to Puerto Rico, but when Miguel observed
what he called a "noted decrease in sincerity of de
votion” in Puerto Rico, he was sorry he had left the
Covington cathedral.
Bishop William Mulloy wrote to Msgr. Fran
cis R. Mielech on June 3, 1955, telling of Grote's
resignation letter and of the need for a new music

men in the cathedral choir. In the 1930s there were

director. Names of other fine church musicians

four or five paid men singers along with volunteer
singers. The boys were not paid regularly but some
times received fees for special occasions. For in
stance, weddings were often held on Wednesdays,
and the boys who sang at those might receive pay
ment. During summers, Schmidt might use his car
to pick up several boy singers, who would sing six
to eight masses during the day. For that service
they would probably be paid. Schmidt was highly
regarded by his singers, who in most instances re
mained devoted to the cathedral choir for many

were put forth for the job, but a music degree was
required, and that alone left some out of the run
ning. The remaining candidates were Omer West
endorf and the organ accompanist, Robert Schaf
fer. The job description at the time included the
music duties at the cathedral as well as directing
the Mother of God Choral Club and teaching
at the Covington Latin School (CLS). At this
juncture, Bishop Mulloy and his advisers decided

physical structure in some way, but the music di
rectors, the organists, the vocal soloists, and the
choir singers are not usually mentioned. Perhaps
after cathedral parish records are consolidated and
organized into archives, some of the forgotten mu
sicians will come to light.
In 1934, one year after the installation of the
Wicks pipe organ in the south transept, Professor
Francis D. Schmidt was already well established as
the cathedral's organist and choir director. The
choir at that time was exclusively men (tenors and
basses) and boys (sopranos and altos), in the Euro
pean tradition of all-male choirs. The boys were
students at the Cathedral Lyceum (the cathedral
parish elementary school, located across Madison
Ave. from the cathedral) and the Covington
Latin School. This tradition had its roots in the

years.

that the work at Mother of God and the cathedral

should become separate jobs. The responsibilities
of each church had grown enough that the direc
tor's presence at both could become problematic.
In September 1955, Omer Westendorf (1916–

After Schmidt left the post of music director,
James "Jim" McKeever replaced him and contin
ued Schmidt's practices; the main role of the choir
in those days was singing the parts of the mass,

cathedral, while he remained at his post at St. Bo

usually set in Gregorian chant. This was the Ordi

naventure parish in Cincinnati. Westendorf held a

nary of the mass parts of the liturgy, portions of the
mass that did not change from week to week, such
as the Kyrie ("Lord have mercy"), the Gloria, the
and the Benedictus (now both part of the “Holy,
Holy, Holy, Lord God/Blessed are You..."), and
the Agnus Dei (“Lamb of God"). There were many
settings of the Ordinary available in the Liber
Usualis, or “usual book,” which was used at many

master of music degree from the College of Music
in Cincinnati and has since been recognized both
for introducing fine music that he brought from
Europe after World War II and for the publishing
house he founded in 1950, World Library of Sacred
Music. The World Library was originally located
in Cincinnati on Central Pkwy. in the Mohawk
Building. Its well-known People's Mass Book was
a crucial source of hymnody and of the Ordinary

churches worldwide. The editions of the Libercur

after the Second Vatican Council and is used in

rently used were published mostly in 1956, some in
1923. There are not major distinctions between

innumerable parishes throughout the United
States. In 1971 the World Library was purchased
by the J. S. Paluch Co. of Franklin Park, Ill., and it
continues as World Library Publications. The CLS
speech and chant teaching duties, as well as Ly
ceum teaching, remained part of the job. Ac
cording to Mielech, Westendorf was "extremely
guarded" in fulfilling the CLSspeech class require
ment. Mielech said, “We concluded that we might
be asking for too large a package" to expect an art
ist in both music and speech. The CLS faculty had
seen a direct connection between the technique of
effective speech and impressive choral work,
which, in the end, was not mastered by most musi
cians. Accordingly, the ability to teach Gregorian

Credo (“We believe in one God..."), the Sanctus

editions of the Liber Usualis, because of the un

changing nature of the Roman Catholic liturgy
before the Second Vatican Council (1962–1965). In

those days the choir was the sole source of sung
music, aside from the presider (the priest or the
bishop). Currently, post-Vatican II, the congrega
tion sings many parts of the mass, accompanied
solely by organ and choir or in antiphonal response
to the choir. McKeever continued a high standard
of vocal music and adept organ literature.
Leonard "Leo" Grote became the choir director

around the beginning of World War II and re
mained until 1955. He was already well established

1997) was hired as the new music director for the

chant was considered to be a more important qual
ification, and the speech teaching was dropped
from the music director's job description.
In September 1958 Westendorf felt compelled
to resign the post in order to devote more time to
his publishing firm. Bishop Mulloy and Msgr.
Mielech approached the former organist, Robert
Joseph Schaffer, who had worked with Leo Grote
(1949–1951). Having earned the masters of music
degree in musicology, Schaffer happily took the
position he holds today—with some very impor
tant changes to the job description.
Schaffer has overseen many major liturgies at
the cathedral, including the ordination or installa
tion of four bishops and the visit of Jozsef Cardinal
Mindszenty of Hungary in the 1970s. Gregorian
chant is still a regular part of the liturgy (after the
Second Vatican Council, the congregation is en
couraged to sing along with the choir). Several or
ganists, including Paul Zappa and Mark Schaffer,
have worked with Schaffer as accompanists; the
current associate organist and choral assistant,
Gregory Schaffer, is noted as an accomplished or
gan improviser. He has regularly made use of the
synthesizer and prepared tapes in concerts and
main liturgies each year.
In the 1980s, because many Covington resi
dents had moved to the new suburban areas, the

number of boys who could participate regularly in
the choir diminished. Women replaced the boys'
sections of soprano and alto, and that is how the
Covington Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption
Bishop's Choir remains. Singers have joined the
choir who formerly sang at other churches with
Grote, and members of his extended family are
currently choir members. This choir has made Eu
ropean tours, singing in St. Peter's Basilica (Vati
can City), Westminster Cathedral (London), Can
terbury Cathedral (Canterbury, England), Notre
Dame cathedrals (Paris and Chartres, France), and
many other churches in Austria, Belgium, Ger

many, and Switzerland. The choir also tours in the
United States and Canada.

After the 1970 dismantling, moving, mainte
nance, and reinstallation of the historic Matthias

Schwab pipe organ (ca. 1858) from St. Joseph
Catholic Church in Covington to the cathedral,
Schaffer, with his wife Rita as organist, presented a
concert at the 1974 rededication of the Schwab or

gan. The concert alternated between motets sung
by the choir in the south transept and solo organ
works played on the Schwab organ. The success of
the concert, combined with the remembered ex

citement of standing-room-only concerts in the
great cathedrals and churches of Europe during
family tours, sparked the idea of a concert series
that would be set in the cathedral's notable envi

ronment of stained glass windows, pure Gothic
architecture, and rare acoustics. The resulting Ca
thedral Concert Series, with the mission of pre
senting instrumental and choral music from the
rich traditions of Western liturgy and inspired
classical music, completed its 31st annual season in
2006–2007.

Many people, Roman Catholics and others,
visit the cathedral each year specifically to hear the

CAUTHEN, STEVEN MARK

music at liturgies and concerts. The many singers,
organists, and music directors of the Cathedral Ba
silica of the Assumption have invested innumera
ble hours for decades to offerexcellent, worshipful,
and inspiring music.
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social work; as they carried out various new multi
disciplinary family services, they adopted a more

clinical approach to meeting the needs of the agen
cy's clients. In 1961 the agency's name was changed
to Catholic Social Service Bureau.

In 1964 Bishop Ackerman appointed Msgr.
Brungs, Clifford. Interview by Rebecca Schaffer Wells,
Covington, Ky., March 2006.

Business letters of Msgr. Francis Mielech and Bishop
William Mulloy, June 1955–September 1958, Ar
chives of the Diocese of Covington, Erlanger, Ky.
"Choir Show to Preview European Tour," KP, May 31,

Thomas B. Finn as the bureau's director. Under

Finn's leadership, the Catholic Social Service Bu
reau added an emphasis on social justice. The bu
reau was instrumental in bringing a number of
Vietnamese refugees to be expatriated in the Dio

cese of Covington following the fall of Saigon,

1989, 1KK.

"Plan Concerts," KP, April 22, 1931, 2.
Schaffer, Robert J. address upon his 50th anniversary

Vietnam, in 1975. A bureau branch office in Lex

as music director at the Cathedral Basilica of the

ington was established in 1978, and the main Cov
ington office was relocated the following year to

Assumption, at the Brungs award ceremonies, De

the former convent of the Benedictine Sisters at

cember 1999.

Holy Cross School in Latonia (see Sisters of
St. Benedict). This building underwent extensive
renovation and expansion in 2004. During the

Schaffer, Robert). Interviewsby Rebecca Schaffer Wells,
June 2005, January and March 2006, Covington, Ky.
Schmaedecke, William. Interview by Rebecca Schaf.
ſerwells, March 2006, Covington, Ky.
Timbrel HomePage. "Cathedral Concert Series."http://
homefuse.net/timbrell (accessed April 7, 2006).

short tenure of William H. Mertes as director in

Rebecca Schaffer Wells

(a shelter for homeless women and children) and

the early 1980s, the Catholic Social Services Bu
reau extended its direct service to the poor by help.
ing to organize and finance the Welcome House

Steve Cauthen in his jockey silks in England,
1980s.

reau. The purpose of the new organization was to

the Parish Kitchen in Covington.
Bishop William A. Hughes departed from tra
dition in 1985 by naming a nonclericas bureau di
rector. Sister Joan M. Boberg, C.D.P., the former
provincial superior of the Sisters of Divine
Providence, began a 20-year term in office that
brought a new focus on prevention of child abuse
and substance abuse and the formulation of along
range plan in cooperation with other community
groups. In 1993 the agency's name was changed to

coordinate the various diocesan activities that

Catholic Social Services. Catholic Social Services

were taking place to assist the needy. Its early em
phasis was on meeting the immediate crises facing
people who were unemployed and hungry.
Following World War II, the Diocesan Bu
reau of Catholic Charities was reorganized under
Bishop William T. Mulloy to serve a variety of
needs on a more permanent basis. In 1948 the
agency assumed a dual purpose as Klosterman re

received accreditation from the Council on Ac

Anita. In 1977 Cauthen became the first jockey in

creditation for Services to Families and Children

the world to win $6 million with 299 wins, a new

in 1995. William G. Jones was appointed director
in 2005. In 2008 the agency returned to the name

riding record in New York. By then, "Stevie" Cau
then ("The Kid") was the darling of New York's
ever-demanding race fans and a media sensation.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES. In response to the
devastating effects of the Great Depression, the
bishop of Covington, Francis W. Howard, cre
ated the Diocesan Bureau of Catholic Charities in

1931 and appointed Msgr. Edward Klosterman,
spiritual director of the charitable Society of St.
Vincent de Paul and pastor of Mother of God
Catholic Church, to be director of the new bu

mained the overall director and oversaw the con

Catholic Charities.

Churchill Downs.
Cauthen next moved his tack to New York,

where he boarded with friends of his parents. He
rode in Aqueduct's Winter Meet of 1976–1977, fly

ing offon weekends to Los Angeles to ride at Santa

When 1977 ended, Steve had been selected

Archives, Diocese of Covington, Catholic Social Ser
vices, Erlanger, Ky.
"Mary Moser Goes Beyond Call of Duty for Others,"
KE, September 22, 1980, A2.

tinued efforts to give direct assistance to the poor,
while Mary Moser, a professional social worker,

rider in 1976 with a record-setting 120 wins. Cau
then, a natural athlete, was eager to learn and ben
efited from the guidance given to him by his father,
a knowledgeable and experienced horseman. After
River Downs, Steve rode successfully at two tracks
in Chicago and then in the Fall Meet of 1976 at

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

was hired to offer a new service to unwed mothers

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The

and to find adoptive homes for children; in this
aspect, the agency was primarily a child welfare
agency, licensed by the Kentucky State Welfare De
partment in 1949. Previously, Moser had done so
cial casework for that same department. At this
time, the Catholic Charities agency had its quar
ters above a St. Vincent de Paulstore in Covington.
Under Moser's leadership, the agency succeeded in
finding adoptive homes for nearly 300 children be
tween 1948 and 1959. Klosterman wasable to bring
Catholic Charities within the funding purview of
the United Way Campaign of Cincinnati in 1955.
Catholic Charities made animportant advance
in the early 1960s. After Bishop Richard H. Acker
man conducted an evaluation of the agency, the
Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul, an or
der of Catholic nuns, was invited to participate in
expanding the agency's services. The sisters who
arrived had extensive experience in nursing and

Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Thomas S. Ward

Sports Illustrated's Sportsman of the Year and
was featured on the magazine's cover. He was
named the Eclipse Award winner as the nation's
top jockey, was the Associated Press male athlete of
the year, and won the Seagram Seven Crowns of
Sports Award as the year's top athlete.
In 1978 Cauthen became the youngest jockey
to win thoroughbred racing's Triple Crown when
he guided his mount Affirmed to three exciting
victories. All three races saw Affirmed defeat Calu

CAUTHEN, STEVEN MARK (b. May 1, 1960,
Covington, Ky.) International jockey champion
Steve Cauthen is the eldest of three sons born to

met Farm's Alydar, and the combined margin of
victory in these races was the closest ever in Triple
Crown racing. The Belmont, in particular, is re

horse owner and trainer Myra Bischoff and horse

membered as a classic. In the Belmont, Affirmed

trainer, breeder, and blacksmith Ronald "Tex"

and Alydar raced heads apart for the final six fur
longs (three-quarters of a mile), and about 150
yards from the finish, Cauthen boldly switched his
whip and engaged in left-handed whipping for the
first time. The maneuver, now recalled as "the whip
switch," gave him both fame for his skill as a jockey
and the victory.
Difficult and trying times were soon to follow.
When Cauthen shifted to riding in California, he
lost 110 straight races in 1979, prompting California
turf writers to say it was beginning to look like "The

Cauthen. Steve, who grew up on a farm at Walton,
Ky., began galloping horses at age 5 and soon de
cided he would become a jockey. At age 16 he ob
tained hisjockey license and immediately began to
ride at Churchill Downs in Louisville. His first
ride, in which his mount finished last, was on a

horse named King of Swat. Cauthen rode his first
winner, Red Pipe (trained by his uncle Tommy Bis
choff), on May, 17, 1976, at River Downs Race
course in Ohio. He ended as River Downs's leading
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Kid" was just another flash-in-the-pan rider. Cau
then ended the losing streak on a horse named Fa
ther Duffy. Soon thereafter, it was announced that
Cauthen had accepted from Robert Sangster, the
British soccer and horseracing maven, a $1 million
offer to ride in England. Cauthen commenced his
high-profile 14-year riding career in England (1979–
1992) by winning his first ride on April 7, 1979. He
soon demonstrated that he was up to the many new
challenges English racing posed and worked hard to
succeed. Cauthen went on to become leading En
glish jockey three times (1984, 1985, and 1987) and
the only jockey to win all five major derbies (the
Kentucky, 1978; the Epsom, 1985; the Irish, 1989,
the French, 1989; and the Italian, 1991). He is re

membered internationally as a gentleman sports
man who captured the imagination of the race fans
on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean. Cauthen mar

ried Amy Rothfuss from Bellevue, Ky., in 1992 and
retired after the 1992 racing season. In August 1994
he was inducted into the Racing Hall of Fame at
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. He does public-relations
work at Turfway Park in Florence, Ky., and lives
with his wife and three daughters on their farm
Dreamfields at Verona, where he breeds thorough
breds that he sells or races. He also operates a horse
training and boarding facility nearby.

Boone Co. Historic Preservation Review Board. His

toric Structures of Boone County, Kentucky.
Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Historic Preservation
Review Board, 2002.

"Survey of HistoricSites in Boone County," 1979, Ken
tucky Heritage Commission, Frankfort, Kentucky.
Gail Chastang
CEDAR GROVE COLLEGE. Cedar Grove Col

lege was located in Gratz, in western Owen Co. It
was an academy and is generally considered to have
been the first graded school in the county. Cedar
Gove College appears to have operated during the
last 30 years of the 19th century. Land for the school
was donated by Knox Brown, with a stipulation that
if the property was not used as a school for any pe
riod of five years, its ownership would revert to the
Brown family. Such an agreement clearly demon
strates how risky private education ventures were at
that time. Eventually the property did return to the
Brown family, and Cedar Grove College has become
only a vague memory in the history of education in
Owen Co. Among Cedar Grove's former students
was judge James W. Cammack Sr., the Kentucky
state attorney general from 1928 to 1932.
Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,
1976.

Axthelm, Pete. The Kid. New York: Bantam Books,
1978.

Cauthen, Steve. Video interview by James C. Claypool,
August 7, 1994.

CEDAR HILL Community life in Cedar Hill,
Owen Co., has centered on the Cedar Hill Baptist
Church, which dates back to 1876. Cedar Hill is

Northern Kentucky Univ. Archives, Highland Heights,
Ky.

James C. Claypool

three miles south of Owenton along the east side of
U.S. 127. One of the early one-room schools of the
county, the Kenny School, was located there on
Old Monterey Rd. James M. Clark built the largest

CAVE JOHNSONHOUSE. The imposing main

home in the area at the close of the Civil War, not

block of Boone Co.'s northernmost home, the Cave

far from the church. Several African American

Johnson House, was built in about 1797 by Cave
Johnson soon after his arrival in Boone Co. John

families living close by are descendants of the slaves
who worked the farms around Cedar Hill.

son settled in North Bend Bottoms and became

involved in county public affairs. In 1798 he was
appointed the first Boone Co. clerk. In 1811 he was
named colonel of the militia and justice of the
peace. Later, he also served as sheriff. The Cave

An Atlas of Owen County, Kentucky. Philadelphia:
Lake, 1883.

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen

County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky: Standard,
1976.

Johnson House, which is listed in the National

Register of Historic Places, incorporates a monu
mental portico and veranda overlooking the Ohio
River. The house is arguably the oldest brick build
ing in the county and is also one of the county's
finest examples of Federal period architecture. The
Federal style is apparent in the building's Flemish
bond brickwork and jack arch openings. The brick
slave quarters, dating from about 1800, still stand
on the property. It is a story and a half, four-bay
building with a standing-seam roof, it was con
verted to a garage in the 20th century. Originally
fronting on the Ohio River, the house was remod
eled in the mid-19th century to create a formal en
trance facing River Rd. The tree-lined drive was
developed in the early 20th century. Johnson's
friend William Henry Harrison lived on the op
posite shore of the river in North Bend, Ohio, and
the two men frequently crossed the river to visit.
BCPL. "Local History and Genealogy." www.bcpl

.org/ihgſ.

CEMETERIES, RURAL. Early cemeteries in
Northern Kentucky, as elsewhere in the United
States, were developed by local churches, com
munities, or individual families or groups of
neighbors. Commercial public and privately
owned, and often not-for-profit, cemeteries be
came more common during the late 19th century.
In the 20th century, privately owned for-profit
cemeteries and cemeteries owned or operated (or
both) by churches were the two major types in the
Northern Kentucky region. However, the hun

established. Most families set up small graveyards
on their property. They informally set aside a plot
of land but seldom went on to plat the site legally or
describe the cemetery in a deed. These became
family cemeteries. Children, cousins, in-laws, and
other descendants were commonly buried to
gether either chronologically in rows or grouped
by relationships. In some cases, the space was
shared with neighbors and these became custom
ary cemeteries. If the families involved were slave
owners, their slaves were often buried in one sec

tion of the small graveyard.
Customary cemeteries are burying grounds
used by more than one family. They may belocated
along a road, near a property boundary, or between
two properties. They often began as family ceme
teries but expanded through generosity and local
custom. Generally, neighbors shared the use and
care of the cemetery although the land was owned
by one family. These cemeteries are rarely platted
or otherwise legally set aside as cemeteries, al
though some may hold more than 100 interments.
Once they fell out of use, they often became aban
doned and overgrown.
Some of the forgotten cemeteries found along
roads or in the woods of Northern Kentucky be
long to long-ago-defunct small churches that
closed when their membership dwindled. After
dissolution of the associated church, many of these
cemeteries were abandoned.

The abandoned cemeteries that belonged to a
family, a neighborhood, or a church range in size
from a single interment to those that contain more
than 100 graves. Many of these cemeteries share at
least several of the following common characteris
tics. Many have some type offence, wall, or plant
ings that mark traditional boundaries. Most in
clude some type of domestic vegetation with
symbolic meaning, such as evergreens or spring
flowering plants. These may be yucca, evergreen
ground cover such as periwinkle, bulb flowers such

as daffodil or narcissus, small flowering trees such
as dogwood, or especially Eastern red cedar trees.
Other large trees including oak, walnut, and other
hardwoods were often allowed to grow in or adja
cent to the cemetery. The plantings help to set apart
the cemetery from the surrounding farmland.
Most of the family and customary cemeteries
are located near a fencerow or a property bound
ary or on marginal areas at the edge of a ridge or a
hill slope. They are rarely found in the center of
prime agricultural land. Some are situated at the
edge of the house yard, usually to the rear or the
side of the main house. Church cemeteries are gen
erally near the old location of the church, typically

to the side or at the rear, and are usually found
closer to a road than many family cemeteries.

dreds of rural cemeteries documented in North

Within each cemetery, the graves are orga

ern Kentucky belong to one of three categories:
small church cemeteries, family cemeteries, and

nized by one of two main methods. Some cemeter
ies have parallel rows of graves. The earliest burials

customary cemeteries.
When the first settlers arrived in Northern

Kentucky during the late 18th and early 19th cen
turies, they had few choices regarding where to
bury their deceased loved ones. Few churchyards
existed, and no community cemeteries had been

may be at the center of the row, or the earliest may
begin at one end of the row. In most Northern Ken
tucky cemeteries, the graves are laid out with the
feet toward the east and the head toward the west,
so the rows are oriented north-south. Christians of

many denominations in the 19th century preferred

CENTER FOR GREAT NEIGHBORHOODS OF COVINGTON

this orientation in the belief that when Jesus Christ

istration program during the Great Depression

returned on Judgment Day, their bodies would
stand up and face him as he arrived in the East.
In other cemeteries, families are grouped into
separate sections. Within those sections, the graves
are usually organized by row as mentioned above,
but spaces are left between the groups to more
easily distinguish one family from another. Some
church cemeteries were organized intolots, squares
of varying size, that contained individual burial
plots. Later in the 19th century, many of these fam
ily groups had a central family monument with
individual names engraved on different sides.
Smaller markers indicating "Mother,” “Father,” or
first names were then placed at the head of the in
dividual graves that surrounded the monument.
Formal grave markers, made of marble, sand

of the 1930s. The DAR first worked to find the

graves of Revolutionary War soldiers. Along the
way they expanded their focus and documented
any small graveyard. The WPA program found
work for historians and geographers and mapped
graveyards that were already hidden and forgotten.
Since the 1960s, all Northern Kentucky counties
maintain a list of cemeteries at the county library.
Local historians and researchers add to these lists

when possible. Many cemeteries have been endan
gered by development; in some such cases, burials
have been moved to safety in formal cemeteries,
and some others remain in place and are protected.
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reflected this shift in focus. The center has helped
start or has strengthened neighborhood civic or
ganizations in 13 Covington neighborhoods. Its
“self-help" community development model, em
phasizing leadership development for both youth
and adults, supplies residents with the skills and
resources needed to improve their neighborhoods.
In 2001 the center moved to a new Covington
location at 1650 Russell St. and, soon after, launched

a capital campaign to purchase, renovate, and ex
pand the facility. In 2005 the center celebrated the
opening of its new community-building campus,
as well as the introduction of its new name: the

marker but never did. Sometimes, a rough marker
is found with a formal marker next to it, showing
that they did return later. In other cases, the rough
limestone markers may indicate that the family

Community Center, founded by the Trinity Epis
copal Church. Volunteers committed to respond
ing to the needs of local residents created both or
ganizations. When, in the 1970s, a consultant hired
by the United Way and Community Chest recom
mended a merger of the two centers to increase
their effectiveness, the groups came together to

was too poor to buy a marker at all. This category

form the Covington Community Center. For its

Center for Great Neighborhoods of Covington.
Today the Center for Great Neighborhoods acts
as a catalyst for positive community change by
bringing people together to resolve some of their
city's toughest issues. With the center's assistance,
residents have combated crime, developed parks
and playgrounds, expanded educational opportuni
ties, removed litter and blight, and built community
pride. Some of the center's significant recent initia
tives include forming the Covington Neighborhood
Collaborative, a citywide network of neighborhood
associations; coordinating the annual citywide
Great American Clean-up, leading the Austinburg
Neighborhood Revitalization Initiative, a multiyear
collaborative effort bringing together public and
private resources to help revitalize the Austinburg
neighborhood by decreasing crime, increasing
home ownership, and stimulating economic activ
ity; transforming public schools into community
learning centers through the Community Schools
Initiative, in partnership with the Covington In
dependent Schools and other local organizations;
providing leadership development programs that
empower at-riskyouth with the tools to identify and
address important community issues; and prolifer
ating a model of "community-built” public art proj
ects, including several outdoor murals, neighbor
hood gateway signs, oral history projects, and the
award-winning city Millennium Mosaic project. In
the latter project, hundreds of residents worked with
artists to create five glass-tiled mosaic benches de
picting Covington, which were installed at Seventh

may include servants, tenants, poor landowners,

first 25 years, that center was located in a storefront

St. and Madison Ave.

and, before the end of the Civil War, slaves. Dur

property at 1008 Lee St. in Covington.

ing those years, many slave owners set aside a por
tion of their family or customary cemetery as a
burial ground for African American slaves. These
sections may contain rows of rough markers that
delineate their graves. Other small graveyards
found along fencerows or on marginal land that
contain only rough markers may representisolated

Throughout its history, the center has reflected
a belief that the Covington community's future
depends on identifying and utilizing the strengths
of all its members. Initially, services were provided
for low-income residents, including emergency as
sistance, family support, and youth programs, as
well as community organizing to address the
causes and effects of poverty. Most notably, the or
ganizing efforts resulted in the passage of uniform
landlord-tenant laws in some Northern Kentucky
cities and in statewide welfare reform, adopted in
1988, that removed provisions in state law penal
izing welfare recipients who attempted to work
their way off welfare.
Over the years, the center's work evolved to
focus on community-based strategies to improve
quality of life. Its certification by the United Way
as a "Family Resource Center” in 1996 and as a
“Neighborhood Support Organization" in 2002

In addition, the Center for Great Neighbor
hoods has worked to increase home ownership
opportunities for families of low and moderate
income through the rehabilitation of housing and
associated support services. Since 2001 the center
has increased its capacity in real estate develop
ment. Future plans include both new housing
construction and rehabilitation to promote revi
talization in targeted neighborhoods. Executive

stone, limestone, or other carved materials, were
used in most small cemeteries in Northern Ken

tucky. Early on they were handmade by localstone
masons, but mass-produced markers were avail
able by late in the 19th century. The local mason
had only to engrave the name of the deceased and
other relevant information. The style of the formal
marker provides information on the deceased's re
ligious beliefs, economic status, and other associa
tions such as the person's Masonic Order (see Ma
sons) and other affiliations. Military service was
often noted on grave markers.
Formally carved markers are not the only type
of grave marker documented in Northern Ken
tucky cemeteries, however. Rough limestone mark
ers are very common in many local graveyards.
They were usually rectangular limestone slabs,
sometimes with the shape enhanced by some chip
ping. These markers served a variety of purposes in
local cemeteries. They might mark the grave of a
child or other relative when the family could not
afford a formal marker. Perhaps relatives intended
to come back at a later date and install a formal

slave or tenant-farmer burials.

Each Northern Kentucky county has a variety
of small cemeteries, some well cared for and others

hidden in woods and on farms where they have
become run down. Boone, Bracken, Mason, and
Owen counties have documented at least several
hundred each. The other counties have at least sev

eral dozen each that have been recorded. Many
cemeteries have been lost forever to time or devel

opment. Efforts to record cemeteries began with
the Daughters of the American Revolution
(DAR) and with a federal Works Progress Admin

“Forgotten Cemeteries Need Care," KE, July 25,
2004, C3.

“Forgotten Cemetery Conjures Family's Past," KP
October 25, 1985, 2B,

“Neighbors Question Cemetery Upkeep,” KP, Octo
ber 10, 1986, 4K.

“39Tombstones and a Lot of Questions,” KP, April 17,
1995, I K.

Jeannine Kreinbrink
CENTERFOR GREAT NEIGHBORHOODS

OF COVINGTON. The Center for Great Neigh
borhoods of Covington, formerly known as the
Covington Community Center, was founded in
1976 as a neighborhood center serving residents
on the west side of Covington. For more than
30 years, the center has helped people improve
their lives by improving conditions in Covington's
urban neighborhoods. The center was the product
of a merger of two small community centers begun
in the late 1960s and early 1970s, the Downtown
Neighborhood Center, founded by the Mother of
God Catholic Church, and the Fourth Street

directors of the center have included Jim Schenk

(1976–1978), Angela Casanova (1978–1994), and
Tom DiBello (1995–present). For its excellence in
community building, the Center for Great Neigh
borhoods has received recognition locally and at
the state level, including the Kentucky Depart
ment of Education's Community Partnership
Award (2000), the Greater Cincinnati Inclusion

Network's Community Leadership Award (2001),
and the Kentucky Governor's Award for the Arts
(2001).
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“Center for Great Neighborhoods of Covington.”
www.greatneighborhoods.org (accessed March 26,

for Ohio River Research and Education at Thomas

More College.

2006).

"Center Sees 20th Year of Empowering People," KP,
May 13, 1996, 2K.

“Owning Means Helping–Program Provides Chance
at Home Buyer." KE, February 1, 1995, C3.

“River Station Open," KE, October 16, 1997, B2.
“Students Monitor the Ohio River—Waterway Is a
Classroom,” KP, December 24, 2005, 1K–5K.

“Thomas More Crew Keeps Eye on Habitat in and
around Ohio River," KE, June 3, 2006, B3.

Tom DiBello

CENTER FOR OHIO RIVER RESEARCH

“Thomas More Joins River Research,” KE, November
4, 2003, B1–B2.
Chris Lorentz

AND EDUCATION. The center is located at the

Thomas More College Biology Station, the pre
vious site of U.S. Government Lock and Dam No.

35 along the Mary Ingles Highway in eastern
Campbell Co. Thomas More College acquired the
25-acre site in 1967 from the federal government
and has been using the facility for research and
educational purposes. In 1997, through a grant
from the James Graham Brown Foundation of

Louisville, the field station underwent a major
renovation and now includes a state-of-the-art re

search facility with two laboratories, a museum,
and a classroom. In addition there are eight resi
dential structures, a maintenance building, a na
ture trail, and a fleet of research boats on the site. In
1998 the Center for Ohio River Research and Edu

cation was established. The faculty and staff at the
center offer students, faculty, and staff of Thomas
More College an opportunity to enhance their
knowledge of the natural world through field
courses, research projects, and outreach programs
that focus on the ecology of the Ohio River. The
center welcomes students of all ages, from grade
school to graduate school, and visitors from the
general public. It provides scientific equipment,
supplies, and expertise in the areas of aquatic biol
ogy. This center functions within the Biology De
partment at Thomas More College and works to
enhance the academic careers of Thomas More

College undergraduate students and encourage
them to progress toward graduate programs.
Beginning in 1971, and continuing through
the present, faculty and students at the field station
have conducted research projects in the areas of
bioassessments, fisheries, limnology, microbiology,
and toxicology. Since the establishment of the
Center for Ohio River Research and Education in

1998, the number of course offerings and related
outreach programs has increased significantly.
Courses are offered in aquatic biology, ichthyol
ogy, environmental ethics, and other topics. Day
long field trips for grade schools, weeklong science
camps for high schools, and teacher workshops are
scheduled at the center. More than 1,000 visitors

annually participate in the programs. The center at
the field station offers an interactive setting where
students become involved in doing science. The

CENTRAL BRIDGE. Some contemporary ob
servershailed August 29, 1891, as the most important
date in the history of Newport, because it marked the
opening of the new Central Railway Bridge, or the
Newport-Cincinnati Bridge, better known to gener
ations of locals as the Central Bridge.
Built to carry people on foot, by trolley, and by
wagon, the Central Bridge was a vital link in the
growing City of Newport's transit system. Al
though the existing L&N Bridge (for the Louis
ville and Nashville Railroad) included a single
streetcar track, most passengers traveled to Cin
cinnati by first crossing the Fourth Street Bridge
to Covington and then completing their trip via
the John A. Roebling Bridge. Newport boost
ers clamored for an improved "street railway” that
would speed commuters over the Ohio River to
Cincinnation low-fare electric streetcars.

The champion of the new bridge was Captain
John A. Williamson, a river man who rose from

poverty to become a successful business owner.
Although he had opposed construction of the
L&N Bridge, because he leased the Taylor family's
ferry operation in Newport, he later invested in
Newport's street railroads, among other enter
prises. Williamson and Newport attorney Robert
W. Nelson became the leaders of the Newport &
Cincinnati Bridge Company. After Newport's
bankers spurned the bridge venture as too risky,
Nelson and Williamson persuaded New York City

financiers to invest in the project.
L. F. G. Bouscaren (1840–1904), the chiefen

gineer for the Cincinnati Southern Railroad,
prepared the preliminary surveys and general lay
out for the Central Bridge. He had supervised the
construction of the first cantilever bridge in the
country, the famed "High" Bridge over the Ken
tucky River at Dixville. The bridge at Dixville was
constructed by the King Iron Bridge & Manufac
turing Company of Cleveland, Ohio, one of the na
tion's leading bridge-builders; King also built the
Central Bridge. In April 1890 Williamson prom
ised that the bridge in Newport would be finished
in two years. During the winter of 1890–1891, work
was suspended, for the most part owing to high
water, but it was resumed vigorously in the spring.

Center for Ohio River Research and Education

Manmade trouble also came from lawsuits, strikes,

also invites other colleges and universities, as well
as regulatory agencies such as the Ohio River Val
ley Water Sanitation Commission and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, to use the fa
cilities for both research and teaching. Hanover
College at Madison, Ind., Northern Kentucky
University at Highland Heights, Ky., and the Uni
versity of Cincinnati are partners with the Center

and the like. Despite these setbacks, construction
took only 16 months. But some Newporters could
not wait for the official opening. On August 12,
hardware merchant M. M. Ware became the first

person to use the bridge by crossing it with a horse
and wagon. After delivering a load of nails to the
Cincinnati side, he decided to shorten his return

trip by taking the new bridge, to the delight of

spectators. On August 25, fog grounded the ferry
and prevented some workers from reaching their
jobs across the river. Ignoring warnings from secu
rity guards, they removed barricades and marched
across the unfinished span from Newport to Cin
cinnati free of charge, as a watching crowd cheered.
The Central Bridge's official opening was per
haps the biggest party in Newport's history. The
city council declared August 29 a legal holiday. To
ensure the proper festive atmosphere, appointed
committees supervised the decorating of homes
and brought citizens out in large numbers. A 25
foot model of the bridge, crafted of evergreens and
flags, hung across York St. in town. The celebration
climaxed that night with a great parade and a fire
works display on the riverfront. Over the next few
decades, the new bridge, an improved transit net
work, a pure water system, and attractive new
housing in the East End helped make Newport a
thriving bedroom community as well as a manu
facturing town.
In addition to its historical importance, the
Central Bridge was one of Kentucky's pioneering
examples of a new bridge type: the cantilever truss.
The new bridge consisted of a three-span cantile
ver "through” (above-deck) truss, two Pennsylva
nia Petit trusses, a Pratt truss and viaduct, and

viaduct and girder approach spans. It was built of
Carnegie steel, with some tension members of
wrought iron. The foundation piers were Ohio
River freestone with Bedford limestone copings.
The structure was designed to accommodate two
lines of trolley tracks and two sidewalks, as well as
the main roadway. It was 2,342 feet long and 18.3
feet wide, arcing in a gentle Scurve from bank to
bank.

As the proud symbol of Newport, the bridge
was also a thing of beauty. Its graceful design, with
distinctive curved top chords, was copied widely
for long-span bridges for subsequent decades.
Like many King-built bridges, it was profusely or
namented. The end spans were decorated with
wrought-iron crown finials (a King symbol), lacy
filigree work, portal struts, and decorative cutouts.
In addition, King's initials were displayed in many
places to catch the pedestrian's eye. Upon comple
tion, the Central Bridge reigned briefly as the lon
gest span of its kind in the nation. Eighty years later,
it was hailed by a Kentucky historicbridge survey as
the state's longest and most decorative highway
span, the state's earliest highway cantilever bridge,
and one of the nation's longest Kingbridges.
Motorists continued to pay tolls to cross the
Central Bridge until the Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet, having purchased it on October 30, 1947,
for about $2 million, made it toll-free on August 27,
1953. By the late 20th century, the bridge was in a
deteriorated condition and suffering from deferred
maintenance, its weight limit reduced to only three
tons. Stopgap repairs made in 1983 were designed
to add only a few years to its life.
The 101-year-old bridge was imploded in 1992.
Because the Central Bridge was determined eligi
ble for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places, the Historic American Buildings Survey
recorded it for posterity. The Central Bridge's re
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placement, the Taylor-Southgate Bridge, opened
to traffic in 1995.

"Across the Ohio," KJ, August 29, 1891, 1.

"All the News," KJ, August 29, 1891, 3.
"Central Bridge Becomes Free Span as Kentucky
Takes Over Suspension, KP, August 27, 1953, 1.
Fiegel, Jayne Henderson. “US 27 Central Bridge, His
toric American Buildings Survey No. KY-28," Ken
tucky Heritage Council, Frankfort, Ky.
Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky: Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

Warminski, Margo. “Gala Day for Newport. The
Grand Opening of the Central Bridge, 1891,” JKS3
(1986): 161–68.

Margaret Warminski
CENTRO DE AMISTAD. The Centro de Amis

tad, Spanish for "Center of Friendship," is a Roman
Catholic agency that has served Hispanic immi
grants in Boone, Kenton, and Campbell counties
with social assistance and classes since 2001 (see

Latinos). It offers classes in English as a second
language, the Spanish language, citizenship, basic
education toward obtaining a GED, carpentry, and
home buying. The center also serves as a cultural
bridge where Catholic Charities assists with
many social services. Volunteers at the center help
with tax preparation, banking services, and job
placement. Together with the Area Health Educa
tion Center, the Centro de Amistad sponsors a
health program in Spanish that guides interested
persons toward careers in the health and medical
fields. The center's bilingual story time at nearby
libraries, readings done by student volunteers from
Northern Kentucky University, is popular with
persons of all ages.
The Centro de Amistad is an outreach program
of Cristo Rey Parish, the only Spanish-speaking
Roman Catholic parish in Northern Kentucky. As
a church-sponsored program, Centro de Amistad
receives no public or tax money; it is fully funded
by grants, donations, the Diocesan Annual Ap
peal, fundraisers, and an annual festival held the
first weekend of June at the Catholic Center in Er

langer. The center's director is Sister Juana Mendez
of the Catholic order Sisters of Charity. She was
born in Puerto Rico but has lived in the continen

tal United States for more than 40 years; thus she
has an understanding of both cultures. She is well
known by immigration lawyers and social services
throughout Northern Kentucky. The Centro de
Amistad is temporarily located at the Diocese of

sylvania Seminary in Lexington, Ky. After the
Chambers family settled in the historic community
of Washington in Mason Co., John Chambers
worked in a store. He began to study law in Mason
Co., and after being admitted to the bar in 1800, he
became an attorney and served as deputy court clerk

graduated in 1852. After practicing in Burlington
for about two years, Chambers moved to Coving
ton, where he spent the remainder of his life. In
1857 he married Nannie Pryor, daughter of his
mentor, Judge Pryor. The couple had three sons,

in Mason Co. With the outbreak of the War of

tered into a partnership with lawyer John W.
Finnell but left that partnership after several years
and began apartnership with his father-in-law. Al
though Chambers was an excellent lawyer, he
never fully embraced his profession. He loathed
courtroom battles between attorneys and often
advised his clients to drop their suits or settle out
of court rather than face the pain and anguish of a
public trial. A voracious reader, especially of scien
tific material, Chambers developed a consuming
passion for the fields of entomology and botany.
He was particularly interested in the life cycles of
metamorphic insects, such as moths and butter

1812, John Chambers joined the staff of Gen. Wil.
liam Henry Harrison and later attained the rank of
major. Reports say he distinguished himself several
times, including at the Battle of Thames in 1813 in
Canada, where Kentuckians played key roles in the
U.S. victory. Chambers was elected to the Kentucky
legislature in 1812 and 1815. He was appointed to
the Kentucky Court of Appeals in 1825. In 1828 he
was elected to the U.S. Congress; he was reelected in
1835 and served four years.
In those days territorial governors were ap
pointed by the U.S. president, and in 1841 Cham
bers was selected as the second territorial governor
of Iowa. He was appointed by his former military
commander, William Henry Harrison. Chambers
found politics in Iowa interesting especially because
he was a member of the Whig Party, while Iowa at
the time was heavily Democratic. Nevertheless,
Chambers gained much respect when he helped to
negotiate a treaty with the Sauk and Fox American
Indians, under which the tribes terminated their

land claims in Iowa. Chambers was reappointed
Iowa governor by President John Tyler (1841–1845),
a Whig, in 1844, but he was removed as governor the
next year whena Democrat, James Polk(1845–1849),
was elected president. In poor health, Chambers re
mained in Iowa and was called out of retirement in

1849 to help negotiate a treaty with the Sioux Indi
ans in Minnesota. Chambers was married twice and

had 12 children. He died in 1852, while visiting a
daughter in Paris, Ky., and was buried in Mason Co.
at the family cemetery at Washington.

CHAMBERS, JOHN, MAJOR (b. October 6,

1780, Bromley Bridges, Somerset Co., N.J.; d. Sep
tember 21, 1852, Paris, Ky.) John Chambers, who
became the second territorial governor of Iowa, was

Reis, Jim. “Kentuckians Led Territories,” KP Decem
ber 1, 2003, 5K.

. “They Governed U.S. Territories," KP, Novem
ber 28, 1988, 4K.

—. “Trusted by Presidents—Greatest Fame Came
in Iowa Territory for Chambers,” KP, November

flies, and became one of the world's foremost au

thorities on the subject. He wrote many articles
that appeared in scientific journals and periodi
cals. He was fond ofchildren and encouraged them
to ask questions on any subject, which he patiently
answered. Chambers was a member of the Presby
terian Church but was not conspicuous in his reli
gious beliefs. However, he adhered scrupulously to
biblical teachings; he wholeheartedly believed in
the ethical treatment of his fellow man, showing
honor to his parents, and being a considerate hus
band and father. Friends and acquaintances re
ferred to him as a kind and gentle person, honest
and conscientious in his dealings, and one whose
word could be implicitly believed. He suffered a ce
rebral hemorrhage on his 53rd birthday and died
early the next morning, in his Stevens St. home.
His remains were placed in a vault at the Highland
Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.
26, 1904, 1.

“Death of Vactor T. Chambers,” DC, August 7, 1883, 1.
“The Funeral of the Late Vactor T. Chambers,” DC,

August 10, 1883, 1.
Hall, J. W., Jr. “In Memoriam—Vactor T. Chambers,”

Journal of the Cincinnati Society of Natural
History 6, no.4 (December 1883): 239–44.
“The Late Vactor T. Chambers,” DC, August 9, 1883,4.

ł 1, 2004, 4K.

CHASE COLLEGE OF LAW. On September 13,
Jim Reis
1893, the Cincinnati Commercial Gazette an

nounced that a night law school had been set up as
CHAMBERS, ROBERT, HOUSE. See Robert
Chambers House.

a branch of the Cincinnati and Hamilton Co.
YMCA. Seventeen students came to the first class

that October, and within weeks 39 students had en

CHAMBERS, WACTOR T. (b. August 6, 1830,
Burlington, Ky.; d. August 7, 1883, Covington, Ky.)
Lawyer, scientist, and author Vactor Tousey Cham
bers was the son of Charles Chambers, a wealthy
and cultured lawyer. Vactor's mother died when he
was 11 years old, and his father endeavored to be
come both a father and a mother to his son as he

Revolutionary War veteran. John Chambers was
age 14 when he moved with his family to Kentucky.

raised the boy in Burlington. For his early educa
tion, Vactor attended the prestigious Morgan
Academy in Burlington. He apprenticed law for
several years under Judge James Pryor and then at

He attended local schools and later enrolled at Tran

tended the Louisville Law School, from which he

one of the 14 children of Col. Rowland Chambers, a

John, James, and Charles. Vactor Chambers en

“Biographical Sketch," Covington Courier, August
Biographical Directory of the United States Con
gress, 1774–1989. Washington, D.C.: Government
Printing Office, 1985.

Covington's Catholic Center in Erlanger but will
move together with the Cristo Rey parish when a
permanent location is found.
Tony Llamas

17.3

rolled. The YMCA, then located at Seventh and

Walnut Sts. in Cincinnati, had been active in the

field of education; its leaders wanted to help young

people develop job skills and improve their finan
cial status by studying in their spare time. The
YMCA was able to accomplish this purpose at an
affordable costbyenlistingable teachers who taught
in their own spare time for little or no salary.
The person who established the YMCA Night
Law School, Robert M. Ochiltree, an Indiana na

tive, became its first dean and continued as dean

until 1916. During this period, he helped to make
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part-time legal education a viable educational path
way. His strategy was to use the same curriculum
and study materials as full-time day law schools
and employ outstanding members of the bench
and the bar as instructors. The student body was
eager for the opportunity to study law. The first
commencement conferred LLB degrees to 65 can
didates in June 1900. During the next 50 years, the
YMCA Night Law School was able to operate at a
profit, upgrade its curriculum, and establish and
improve its library's holdings. Alumni of the
school gradually gained prestige within the Cin
cinnati legal community.
In 1943 the school celebrated its 50th anniver

sary. When the students and faculty proposed
changing the school's name, the name chosen was
the Salmon P. Chase College of Law, after U.S. Su
preme Court justice Salmon P. Chase. Chase was
born in Cornish, N.H., on January 13, 1808, gradu
ated from Dartmouth College at Hanover, N.H., in
1826, and was admitted to the bar in 1829. By 1830
Chase had settled in Cincinnati and had begun
his political career. In 1849 he was elected to the
U.S. Senate from Ohio and became a prominent
speaker against the extension of slavery in the ter
ritories. He was the first Republican governor of
Ohio, serving a term of four years, and later ren
dered a valued service as U.S. secretary of the trea
sury during the first years of the Civil War. His
establishment of a national banking system con
tributed to U.S. economic development and the is
suing of U.S. Treasury notes (greenbacks) as legal
tender. The now retired $10,000 U.S currency note
featured Chase's portrait. President Abraham Lin
coln appointed Chase to the U.S. Supreme Court
in 1864, and he served there until he died in New

York City on May 7, 1873. Chase's political wisdom
in handling constitutional problems brought on
by the Civil War and Reconstruction helped to
safeguard the Supreme Court and restore its pres
tige. The Chase College of Law had chosen a distin
guished jurist as its namesake.
The post-World War II years witnessed many
changes for the evening law school. The newly en
acted G.I. Bill of Rights guaranteed millions of
veterans a tuition-free college education. Chase
experienced significant increases in enrollment.
This meant a larger faculty was required, but the
school's physical space was limited. In 1947 the
Ohio State University at Columbus inspected the

Chase College of Law did not have to go very
far to find an institution with which to affiliate. It

was only a few miles away, just across the Ohio
River in Kentucky. In 1968 the Northern Kentucky
State College (NKSC) was created by an act of the
Kentucky legislature, upgrading the former Uni
versity of Kentucky Northern Community College
to a new four-year school. In March 1971 NKSC
approached Chase College of Law to ask if there
could be informal discussions regarding a merger
of the two schools. In its attempt to meet the edu
cational needs of Northern Kentucky and Greater
Cincinnati, NKSC had planned for a law school,
but importing an established school of law had
definite advantages over creating a new entity.
Dr. Will Frank Steely, founding president of
NKSC, was often heard to say, “Lawyers are in
volved in politics and Chase graduates in the legis
lature in Frankfort, Ky., would be a great base of
support for the future of Northern Kentucky State
College and Northern Kentucky in general." After
much discussion and opposition, some support for
the merger began to coalesce. Some of the first
seeds of merger were planted by Ben Stoner, a
member of the Chase board of regents; Harold J.
Siebenthaler, chairman of the Chase board of re

gents; and Ken Lucas, a member of NKSC's board
of regents. Other early advocates were Kentucky
state senator Clyde Middleton, a student and later a
graduate of the law school; John DeMarcus, of
Governor Louie Nunn's office; Governor Nunn

through the area, improving freight and passenger
connections.

Hardscrabble, the second name for the com

munity, suggested the many skills once required to
live in the immediate area. Over the years, there
have been several groceries and general stores at
Cherry Grove. In June 1860, George Mozze oper
ated a post office in his general store; the post of.
fice closed in 1861. In 1863 George W. Hill opened
a general merchandise store and called the area
Cherry Grove for its trees. George W. Hill & Co.
opened a Covington store in 1865, becoming one
of the largest feed and seed stores in Northern
Kentucky. James L. Atkinson reopened the post of
fice as Cherry Grove in April 1891, and it closed in
October 1906. Other stores included a grocery
appliance store and gas station opened by the Ed
monsons in the 1930s, with its landmark tepee. In
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, a Cherry
Grove school operated. There are also several
churches in the area. The most recent development
centers around the veterans' cemetery planned by
the Veterans Administration; land has been pur
chased for it west of U.S. 25.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County, Ken

tucky. Williamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical
Society, 1992.

Rennick, Robert M. The Post Offices of Northern
Kentucky. Lake Grove, Ore: Depot, 2004.

Jack Grosse, dean of the Chase law school.

Westover, John H. “Souvenir Edition,” Williamstown

On July 1, 1971, an agreement was signed by
both colleges, and in August 1971 the Kentucky
Council on Public Higher Education approved the
merger. In the fall semester of 1972, the Chase Col
lege of Law moved to the former site of the Univer
sity of Kentucky Northern Community College in
Park Hills. By that time, NKSC had moved to its
new campus in Highland Heights. In 1976 NKSC
achieved university status, and its named changed
to Northern Kentucky University, with the
Chase College of Law as a prestigious part of that
institution of higher learning.
Blue, Frederick J. Salmon P. Chase: A Life in Poli
tics. Kent, Ohio; Kent State Univ. Press, 1987.

Courier, May 30, 1901,48.
CHERRY GROVE CEMETERY. This Grant

Co. cemetery has had various names since its first
burial, that of tavern owner Thomas Clark, hus

band of Sarah Bryan Clark, in 1803. It was first
called the Clark Burying Ground. Because it con
tains the graves of some of the first inhabitants of
the county, it also is regarded as a pioneer ceme
tery. This is where John Ferguson (1789–1877), a
man who arrived in Grant Co. in 1793, was buried.

Thomas Clark, son of Thomas and Sarah Bryan
Clark, and the person who took over the license of
the tavern upon the death of his mother, was bur

Dieffenbach, C. Maxwell, Stanley E. Harper Jr., and

ied here. This Thomas Clark, like his father, was

W. Jack Grosse. The Lawyers' School: A Centen

heavily involved in the early county government.
The Clark Burying Ground remained in the family
until 1893, when Eliza Clark Gouge deeded the
property to three trustees, who allowed burial of
any relative of a person already buried there. At
that time, it became the Gouge Cemetery. In 1961
it had the name Elbeck Cemetery, because a trust
fund was left by Sadie Eibeck to care for the
grounds. In 1991, when a new trustee agreement
was drawn up, it became the Cherry Grove Ceme
tery. Located two miles south of Williamstown
along US 25 (Dixie Highway), at the “Hill Top,"
where the Norfolk Southern Railway tracks cut
across the old Clark property, the well-kept Cherry
Grove Cemetery contains 40 or so burials. It is
clearly a link with the early days of Grant Co., but it
also reflects what can happen to a cemetery as a re

nial History of Salmon P. Chase College of Law.

pendent of the YMCA. It did become organiza
tionally independent in 1951, as Chase set up its
own board of regents to govern the college. How

“NKSC-Chase Sow Unity Seeds." KPJuly 3, 1972, 1K.
Steely, Will Frank. Northern. Birth of a University.

Cincinnati: Gateway, 1995.

Cincinnati: Gateway, 1993.

“Suit Challenges Merger for KNSC." KP September
1968, particularly in the area of physical plant.
During the 1960s, Chase began contemplating a
possible association with the University of Cincin
nati. In time, the school attempted to negotiate affili
ation with Xavier University in Cincinnati, Miami
University at Oxford, Ohio; and Wright State Uni
versity in Dayton, Ohio, but none of these discus
sions bore fruit. In 1962 the graduating class was
awarded jurisdoctor (JD) degrees instead ofbachelor
oflaw (LLB) degrees; later, in 1987, the school offered
JD degrees to all Chase alumni holding the LLB.

the Cincinnati, New Orleans, and Texas Pacific
Railroad (Cincinnati Southern Railroad) came

(1967–1971) himself, local businessman Peter Kap
pas; NKSC president Dr. W. Frank Steely; and W.

law school and recommended that it become inde

ever, some ties with the YMCA remained until

completion more than a decade later, more travel
ers began arriving at the tavern. In the late 1870s

10, 1971, 1K.

Martha Pelfrey
CHERRY GROVE (HARDSCRABBLE). This

Grant Co. community was first referred to as
Thomas Clark's, after a tavern that he established

on the Dry Ridge Trace (later, U.S. 25, see Dixie
Highway) in 1795, about halfway between Lex
ington and Covington. In 1834, with the incorpo
ration of Leesburg Rd. from the southeast and its
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sult of the passing of time and of families. In addi

road charters to build the track to tie Ashland to the

Maryland Railway (WM), and the Chicago, South

tion to its other names, the cemetery has at times
been known as the George Elliston Cemetery.

Shore and South Bend Railroad (CSS&SB). In 1973

Reis, Jim. "Gunplay, Crime Made Lively Reading in
1874." KP, July 30, 2001,4K.

KC. The C&O reached Covington in 1886 and es
tablished a rail yard there west of Madison Ave. The
C&O also organized the Covington & Cincinnati
Elevated Railroad & Transfer & Bridge Company
in order to build a bridge across the Ohio River
from Covington into Cincinnati. The bridge
opened for use on December 25, 1888, and was re

USGenWeb Archives, www.rootsweb.com/~usgenweb/

built in 1929. The C&O Ohio River line also con

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County, Ken
tucky. Williamstown, Ky. Grant Co. Historical
Society, 1992.

newsearch.htm.

CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO RAILROAD.

The Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad (C&O) in the
1970s ran from Newport News, Va., across Virginia
and West Virginia to Ashland, Ky. From Ashland it
hugged the south bank of the Ohio River to Cov
ington, where it crossed the Ohio River into Cin
cinnati and continued on to Chicago. The C&O
sent out numerous branch lines into the West Vir

nected with the Brooksville and Ohio Railroad

(B&OR) at Wellsburg in Bracken Co.
In 1897 Huntington lost controlofthe CO&SW
to the Illinois Central Railroad, and the dream of

merging the CO&SW and the C&O to create a rail
road extending from the Atlantic Ocean to the
Mississippi River came to an end. In 1910 the C&O
acquired the Chicago, Cincinnati and Louisville
Railroad and renamed it the Chesapeake and Ohio
Railway of Indiana (C&OI). That line was often

ginia and Eastern Kentucky coal fields; a branch
also ran from Ashland to Lexington and Louisville,

called a railroad that ran from somewhere, Cincin

and another mainline track crossed the Ohio River

nowhere.

at South Shore in Lewis Co. and ran north through
Ohio into Michigan.
The C&O began as the Louisa Railroad in 1847,
its builders hoped to make it stretch from the Vir
ginia Tidewater to the Ohio River. In 1850 the
Louisa Railroad was renamed the Virginia Central
(VC), and during the Civil War the VC controlled

nati, to somewhere, Chicago, but in between went

In 1875 the C&O went into receivership and
was reorganized as the Chesapeake and Ohio Rail
way. Huntington's vision was to connect it with the
Chesapeake, Ohio, and Southwestern (CO&SW),
which ran from Louisville to Memphis. This road,
in turn, would connect with the Huntington
owned Southern Pacific Railroad to create the first
route to extend from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pa

cific Ocean. To accomplish this goal, Huntington
needed to tie the C&O to the CO&SW. He planned
to reach Lexington with his own track and then use
track rightage purchased from the Louisville and
Nashville Railroad (L&N) to reach Louisville

Maysville.
Toothman, Fred Rees. Working for the Chessie Sys

tem. Huntington, W.Va.; Vandalia, 1993.
Turner, Charles W. Chessie's Road. Clifton Forge,
Va.; Chesapeake & Ohio Historical Society, 1986.

CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO RAILROAD

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad (B&O), the Western

ton, W.Va.

with the L&N); and in Mason Co.: Dover and

Charles H. Bogart

and Great Eastern Railroad. He used these two rail

In 1869 the C&O came under the control of Collis

P. Huntington, who set out to complete its track to
the Ohio River. On January 29, 1873, the C&O
reached the Ohio River at what became Hunting

operating railroad company well into the 1980s,
when its charter was finally surrendered.
The C&O had depots in the following North
ern Kentucky locations: in Bracken Co.: Augusta,
Carntown, and Wellsburg (shared with the B&OR),
in Campbell Co.: Bellevue, Dayton, Melbourne,
New Richmond Station, Newport (shared with the
L&N), and Ross; in Kenton Co.: Covington (shared

The extension of the C&O to Chicago saw an

and the CO&SW. In order to reach Lexington,
Huntington first had to build across the Big Sandy
River to Ashland, Ky. Once this was accomplished,
he undertook two projects. The first was to build
west from Ashland along the southern bank of the
Ohio River to connect with the Kentucky Central
Railroad (KC), which had existing track from both
Maysville and Covington to Lexington. The second
was to gain control of the Lexington and Big Sandy
Railroad (L&BS). The L&BS provided a route from
Ashland to Lexington via Mount Sterling.
In order to build west along the Ohio River,
Huntington purchased the chartersofthe Maysville
and Big Sandy Railroad (M&BS) and the Kentucky

VC was badly damaged in the war. In 1865 the VC
and the Covington and Ohio Railroad were
merged into the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad.

constraints, the C&O continued to exist as a non

increase in traffic through Cincinnati that was be
yond the capability of the Covington Rail Yard to
process. The result was the building of the Stevens
Hump Yard at Silver Grove in Campbell Co. be
tween 1911 and 1912 to sort and marshal incoming
and outgoing C&O trains. The rail yard was named
for George W. Stevens, president of the C&O from
1900 to 1920. The C&O experienced a growth in
coal traffic through Cincinnati during the next
three decades. In response, the rail line undertook a
program to eliminate highway rail grade crossings
in Campbell and Kenton counties. Among these
works were highway underpasses built for Mon
mouth St. in Newport and Madison Ave. in Coving
ton. The new Ohio River Chesapeake and Ohio
Railroad Bridge built in 1929 led to a new C&O
depot for Covington. In the early 1980s, the Stevens
Yard was phased out with the opening of the
Chessie System's Queensgate Yard in Cincinnati.
The C&O operated some named passenger
trains, the George Washington, the Fast Flying
Virginian, and the Sportsman, from Cincinnati
to Washington, D.C., and Newport News, Va.,
through Northern Kentucky, plus a host of local
numbered trains. The C&O's last passenger train to
serve Northern Kentucky was the George Wash
ington; its last day under the C&O was April 30,
1971. The next day the George Washington contin
ued to operate, but as an Amtrak train. However,
the most famous of the C&O passenger trains to
operate in Northern Kentucky was the Chippee,
The Chippee ran back and forth between the Cov
ington Yard and the Stevens Yard carrying C&O
workers to and from work. This train was operated
by the C&O according to an agreement with the
railroad unions, for when the Stevens Yard opened,
there was no public transportation between Cov
ington or Newport and Silver Grove. At first the
Chippee consisted of an engine and a passenger car,
but as workers began driving their own cars, it
turned into just an engine and a caboose.
In the 1960s the C&O gained control of the

track from Richmond to Charlottesville, Va. The

the C&O, the B&O, and the WM were brought un
der the umbrella of the Chessie System holding
company, which later merged with the Seaboard
Coast Line to form the CSX. Because of legal

BRIDGE. In 1886, when the Chesapeake and
Ohio Railroad (C&O) began to build a railroad
bridge across the Ohio River between Covington
and Cincinnati, the firm organized the Covington
& Cincinnati Elevated Railroad & Transfer &

Bridge Company (C&CER&T&B) as the successor
to the Covington & Cincinnati Bridge Pier Com
pany. The C&CER&T&B finished the bridge, lo
cated at the foot of Main St. in Covington, on De
cember 25, 1888. The structure was designed by
William Burr and erected by the Philadelphia
Bridge Company of Pennsylvania. In 1888 the
noted Covington reformer William Goebel, then
a Kentucky state senator, made the bridge a politi
cal football. His distrust of big business made him
fight for free pedestrian tolls on both the John A.
Roebling Bridge and the new C&O Bridge. The
Kentucky legislature subsequently passed some re
strictions on what the owners of the bridges could
charge for passage.
The C&CER&T&B provided switching service
between the C&O Covington Freight Yard and
various railroad yards in Cincinnati. In 1929 the
present C&O Railroad Bridge, now used by CSX,
was built and the C&CER&T&BBridge was deeded
to the Commonwealth of Kentucky for use as a
highway bridge. The C&CER&T&B Bridge was
torn down in 1974 and replaced by the Clay Wade
Bailey Bridge. The C&O Railroad was not the only
user of the railroad bridge; the Louisville and
Nashville Railroad for many years, when it was
not corporately a part of CSX, leased track rightage
across it.

Reis, Jim. “C&O Bridge Carried the Freight," KP, Oc
tober 21, 2002, 4K.

Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

Turner, Charles W. Chessie's Road. Clifton Forge,
Va.; Chesapeake & Ohio Historical Society, 1986.
Charles H. Bogart
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CHESSIE SYSTEM

CHESSIE SYSTEM. The Chessie System was
formed in 1973 as a holding company to control
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, the Chesapeake
and Ohio Railroad, and the Western Maryland
Railroad. In 1977 the Chessie System started con
struction of the Queensgate Hump Yard in Cin
cinnati. Queensgate, opened in 1981, replaced the
DeCoursey Hump Yard at Latonia, Kenton Co.,
and the Stevens Hump Yard at Silver Grove, Camp
bell Co. In 1980 the Chessie System and Seaboard
Coast Line Industries merged to form the CSX
Corporation.
Doyle, Jerry. Chessie System Diesel Locomotives.
Lynchburg, Va.; TLC, 1999.
Rhodes, Michael. North American Railyards. St. Paul,
Minn.: MBI, 2003.

Turner, Charles W., Thomas W. Dixon, and Eugene L.
Huddleston. Chessie's Road. 2nd ed. Parsons, W.
Va.; McClain, 1993.

Charles H. Bogart
CHEVALIER,

ELIZABETH

PICKETT

(b. March 25, 1896, Chicago, Ill; d. January 3, 1984,
Brentwood, Calif.). Author and movie director

Elizabeth Pickett Chevalier, the daughter of Mont
gomery and Alma Osborne Pickett, grew up in
River Forest, Ill., where in 1914 she graduated from
Oak Park High School. While a student there, she
took a dance class, in which the young Ernest
Hemingway was her reluctant partner. At Welles
ley College, in Wellesley, Mass., she became a close
friend of the future Madam Chiang Kai-shek of
China. Elizabeth received her BA degree from
Wellesley College in 1918 and went to live on her
grandfather's farm at Tuckahoe Ridge, Mason Co.,
Ky. Both sets of grandparents lived there, on land
that had once been owned by Virginia statesman
Patrick Henry. Growing up, Elizabeth had spent
her summers on the farm, with her mother and sis

ter. Her grandfather, Joseph DeSha Pickett, had
been a chaplain with Kentucky's famed Confeder
ate Orphan Brigade during the Civil War. After
the conflict, he served in Lexington as president of
Transylvania College and later as president of the
school that became the University of Kentucky.
In August 1918 Elizabeth took a job as a pub
licity agent with the American Red Cross. She
wrote two books while she worked there, History
of Red Cross Nursing and The American Na
tional Red Cross: Its Origin, Purposes and Ser

ited from her grandfather, and began writing Drivin'
Woman. The idea for the novel came from reading
the diary of her grandmother, Sallie Bouldin. Her
book covers the 50 years after the Civil War and is
somewhat autobiographical; activities around her
grandfather's farm play an important part. In 1936
Elizabeth married corporate tax attorney Stuart
M. Chevalier, whose firm, Miller and Chevalier,

3,500 children, who are cared for, nurtured, and

had offices in New York City, Washington, D.C.,
Chicago, and Los Angeles. Over the next few years,
the couple lived in each of those cities. Stuart had
been a professor at Jefferson School of Law in Lou
isville and later at Washington and Lee University,
Lexington, Va., where he received his law degree.

taught by skilled staff. Families of the children are
encouraged to participate also in the goal of creat
ing a world that understands young children and

Window on Broadway.
In 1940, after working on Drivin' Woman for
11 years, Elizabeth presented the manuscript to lit
erary agent Maxwell Aley. He persuaded the Mac
millan book company to publish the work in 1942,
and it was an instant success, selling more than
300,000 copies in six months. Aley sold the movie
rights to Metro Goldwyn Mayer Studios for
$105,000, a larger sum than was paid for the Gone
with the Wind script. The heroine of Drivin'
Woman was America Moncure, whose first name
Elizabeth had borrowed from her mother-in-law,
America Chevalier.

In 1943 the Chevaliers began spending a con
siderable amount of time at Warm Springs, Ga.

In 1929 she returned to the farm at Tuckahoe

Ridge in Mason Co., which she had recently inher

State Rd., Park Hills

Treasure House Child Development Center, 203
W. Rivercenter Blvd., Covington
“Agencies to Share Location?" KE, March 27, 2000, B1.
Children, Inc. www.childrenincorg (accessed June
30, 2006).

“How Parents and Schools Work Together," KP, No
vember 2, 1994, 4KK.

Mayerson Northern Kentucky Service Learning Ini
tiative. www.servicelearningnky.org (accessed June
30, 2006).
Robin Rider Osborne

age 87, and was buried next to her husband at the
Mountain View Cemetery in Altadena, Calif.

CHILDREN’S

Browning, Mary Carmel, O.S.U. Kentucky Authors.

KENTUCKY. The Covington Protestant Chil
dren's Home was established in 1882 by Col. Amos

Evansville, Ind: Keller-Crescent, 1968.
“Elizabeth Chevalier: Writer, Film Scenarist, Pro

Shinkle, who was also its chief benefactor. A coal

ducer." Los Angeles Times, January 13, 1984, D19.
“Farm Once Scene of Novel, Sold,” KTS, March 1,
1957, 2A.

“Novelist Arrives on Bond-Selling Tour," LCI, No
vember 30, 1942, 2.

Fly: Pasadenan Recounts Editing Feat on Drivin'
Woman for Publishers,” Los Angeles Times,

subsequently made into one of Hollywood's first
epic color movies.

Montessori and Early Learning Academy, 419 Al
tamont Rd., Covington
Campbell Child Development Center, 909 Camel
Crossing, Alexandria
Gardens at Greenup Child Development Center,
133 E. 11th St., Covington
Imagine Tomorrow Child Development Center,
1260 Pacific Ave., Erlanger
Kenton Child Development Center, 11096 Madison
Pike, Independence
Newport Preschool Center,30W, 8th St., Newport
Park Hills Child Development Center, 1030 Old

illustrious career, she died in Brentwood, Calif., at

the organization; it was designed to encourage
young girls to become U.S. Army nurses. In 1924
Elizabeth began her professional movie career by
signing a contract with Winfield Sheehan Stu
dios, in New York City. She later worked for
Fox Studios in both New York and Hollywood,
on such films as What Price Glory, Seventh

she wrote a book entitled Redskin, which was

Children Inc. Centers

While Stuart received treatment there (he was

a polio victim), the couple developed a close
friendship with President Franklin D. Roosevelt
(1933–1945). In the early 1960s, President John F.
Kennedy (1960–1963) considered Elizabeth for
the position of treasurer of the United States. Al
though Elizabeth Pickett Chevalier lived in many
different states, including California, she always
considered herself a Kentuckian. After a long and

Wilson, Bess M. “Author Hews to Line and Lets Chips

dios in 1928 and began writing and directing
movies for Paramount Pictures. That same year,

their needs.

He was also an author; he wrote a book entitled A

vice. She also wrote and directed a short film for

Heaven, and Sunrise Serenade. She left Fox Stu

The newest project of Children Inc. is Service
Learning NKY. Sponsored by Ashland Inc., the
Gap Foundation, the Mayerson Foundation, and
Toyota, it has more than 200 teachers who are in
volved at 35 different schools, guiding teachers in
implementing service learning projects.
Each day Children Inc. programs serve about

March 29, 1942, D11.

Jack Wessling
CHILDREN INC. Beginning in 1977 with the
Cathedral Child Development Center in Coving
ton, Children Inc. has developed into one of the
largest and highest-quality child care agencies in
Kentucky. It offers nationally accredited child care
and early childhood education programs in a va
riety of settings throughout Northern Kentucky
for infants through the school-age child. The
agency's corporate office is at 333 Madison Ave.,
Covington.

HOME

OF

NORTHERN

merchant on the Ohio River, Shinkle saw great
poverty and need, especially among children liv
ing in shantyboats along the riverbanks. As a re
sult, he began sometime in 1879 to work toward
founding a home for children. By 1880 a charter
was drawn, setting out the purpose, plan, opera
tion, and maintenance of the corporation, and
boards of directors and managers were selected.
Unable to find a suitable building for the home,
Shinkle, president of the Board of Directors, pro
posed, at a meeting on March 14, 1881, that the
board purchase an $8,000 lot at 14th and Madison
Ave. in Covington. There, as stated in the board's
bylaws, a building would be erected to house and
instruct children under the age of 12 “whose par
ents are sick or at work, or from any cause unable
for the time being to care for them.” The Building
Committee employed Samuel Hannaford as the
architect, and after his plans were reviewed, the
committee was instructed to let contracts and

begin construction. The first donation, $10, was

CHRISTOPHER GIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY

presented by four little girls who had held a fair to
raise the money. It was the beginning of a long se
ries of local charitable efforts by children. The re
mainder of the cost of the building and lot, $53,500,
was a gift from Shinkle. On December 19, 1882,
dedication of the home took place. The day after,

Caywood, J. A. “History of the Covington Protestant

four children were admitted to the state-of-the-art

CHILDREN'S HOMES. See Campbell Co.
Protestant Orphans Home, Campbell Lodge,
Children's Home of Northern Kentucky, Di
ocesan Catholic Children's Home, Maple

facility, which included a kindergarten school
room, an infirmary, a parlor and reception rooms,
a spacious dining room, and double-deadened
floors for noise reduction. The building was heated
by steam.
Years passed, and the neighborhood, once

Children's Home,” 1964, Children's Home of

Northern Kentucky, Covington, Ky.

Children's Home of Northern Kentucky, www.chnk.org
Susan Claypool Kettles

wood Children's Home.

CHILDREN'S LAW CENTER INC. The Chil

ideal for the home, became too industrial for the

dren's Law Center Inc., at 1002 Russell St. in Cov

safety of the children. In February 1914 five acres,
the Bird property in Latonia, were purchased as

ington, was established in 1989 to protect and en
hance the legal rights and entitlements of children
through quality legal representation, research and
policy development, and training and education
for attorneys and others regarding the rights of
children. The priorities of the Children's Law Cen
ter Inc. include juvenile justice, child welfare, and
education issues generally, as well as an emphasis
on making legal representation for children more

the site for a new home. Shinkle's heirs issued a

quitclaim deed relinquishing all claim to the
property at 14th and Madison. However, World
War I began, and plans for the new home were
delayed for 10 years. At a Board of Managers meet
ing in February 1924, plans for a new home were
revived. Several sites were considered, including
the property in Latonia. Eventually, the Board of
Trustees purchased, at a cost of $19,537, some 26
acres of the Helen Bryant estate in Devou Park.
Located on a hill, the property provided a mag
nificent view of the Ohio River. An intensive 10

day fundraising campaign began on May 15, 1925;
it was possibly the best-planned and -conducted
campaign of its kind ever carried out in Kenton
Co. On May 26, 1925, the amount raised by the
campaign, $225,439.02, was announced at a Vic
tory Dinner held at the Masonic Temple in Cov
ington. On December 14, 1925, representatives
from both boards were present to break ground
for the new home. The children were thereby en
sured a new start in more comfortable quarters,
safer and healthier surroundings, and better rec
reational facilities.

In 1935 the Junior Board was created to allevi

ate the fundraising burden that had previ
ously rested on the Board of Managers. Over the
years, the Junior Board has raised substantial sums
of money for the home, the most successful ven
ture being the Annual Charity Ball held each
November.

As the need for orphanages decreased in the
1970s and the need for long-term treatment for
children with emotional, behavioral, and social

issues increased, the home adjusted its services to
meet these demands. In 1980 the Children's

Home developed a residential treatment program

for abused, neglected, and troubled boys of ages 7
through 17. Today the home, now known as the
Children's Home of Northern Kentucky, has
emerged as a community leader offering compre
hensive services designed to strengthen families.
It operates the Residential Treatment Program,
Community Based Family Services, Adoption
Home Studies, and the After School program. In
2000 the home passed yet another milestone and
became an accredited facility after the Council
on Accreditation for Children and Family Ser
vices in the United States and Canada performed
an extensive study.
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—to ensure that children's right to a free, appropri
ate public education is protected;
—to promote effective judicial policies to protect
the rights of children in the judicial system; and
—to promote equitable treatment of all youth with
out regard to race, ethnicity, gender, or handicap
ping condition.
The Children's Law Center Inc. provides legal
representation to more than 200 children and
youth each year and assists more than 1,000 callers
each year with information and referrals regarding
issues involving children's rights.
“Children's Law Center Making Mark," KP, January

accessible.

The Children's Law Center developed out of the
need to provide legal representation and services
for children who were falling through the "cracks"
of the juvenile and family court systems. Since its
inception, it has provided free legal representation
for thousands of children in the areas of juvenile
justice, child protection, and education. The center
has established other nonlitigious strategies to ac
complish its goals and has become a nationally rec
ognized children's advocacy organization. Al
though direct services remain at the core of the
center's activities, it has joined efforts through the
years with such national organizations as the Youth
Law Center Inc. in San Francisco, the Southern

Poverty Law Center, the Justice Policy Institute in
Washington, D.C., and the National Juvenile De
fender Center, as well as numerous state and local

organizations that provide advocacy to children.
In 2002 the Children's Law Center Inc. ex

panded its services to Ohio. The center emphasizes
especially these objectives:
—to promote the rights of children to a safe, per
manent home, using a continuation of services
and the least restrictive alternative;

—to reduce the unnecessary incarceration of chil
dren in lieu of appropriate alternatives and elim
inate the use of adult jails to detain children;
—to protect the rights of children to effective treat
ment reasonably calculated to bring about an im
provement in condition, including those youth
who are incarcerated or are being transitioned
back into the community after incarceration;
—to reduce unnecessary government intervention
into the lives of children and families, so that

family autonomy can be preserved;
—to promote and protect the rights of children to
have access to counsel where statutorily required
or otherwise necessary to protect their vital
interests;

—to improve the quality of legal representation to
children;

18, 2000, 1 k.

Crowley, Patrick. “Study Reveals Juvenile Injustice,”
KE, April 26, 2000, B1.

"A Voice for Our Children—Law Center Founded by
Ex-Social Worker, SC, January 2, 2005, 1B.

Mary Fisher
CHRISTOPHER GIST HISTORICAL SO

CIETY. The Christopher Gist Historical Society
was organized on May 24, 1949, through the efforts
of Stephens L. Blakely, a Northern Kentucky at
torney who enjoyed local history and wanted to see
it preserved. He gathered 19 individuals from Ken
ton, Boone, and Campbell counties, among them
Russell Clark, a Covington school principal and
teacher; Sherwood Gunk, pastor of the Shinkle
Methodist Church in Covington; physician Charles
W. Reynolds, an ear, nose, and throat specialist; Joe
Dressman, a newspaper editor; Charles B. Trues
dell, an employee of Cincinnati Gas & Electric; and
Blakely's son John Blakely. Shortly thereafter, the
elder Blakely was joined by his legal associate,
W. Baxter Harrison. Stephens L. Blakely was elected
the first president. When the subject of a name for
the society came up, Dressman suggested naming it
after Christopher Gist, the first surveyor to work in
the Northern Kentucky region, representing the
Ohio Land Company. Gist was also a close friend of
George Washington and had once saved the future
president's life by pulling him from a frozen stream
in the wilderness. Strict requirements for member
ship in the society were established. Each member
was required to research and write an original
paper on local history, to be presented before the
organization. Also, there was a ballot box contain
ing white and black marbles, to be used when mem
bers voted on new applicants. Anyone receiving a
black marble (a negative vote) was not accepted into
the group. Both of these requirements were later
discontinued. The presentation of a paper fright
ened some prospective members and became an
obstacle in attracting members. The ballot box
caused dissension if a prospect was rejected.
The first meetings were held in various loca
tions: the Covington Public Library, the Coving
ton YMCA, the Education Building of the Madi
son Ave. Christian Church in Covington, and the
Union Light, Heat, and Power Auditorium. Finally,
in 1960, Charles Adams, a lawyer and a member
of the group, announced that one of his clients,
Mrs. Robert deValcourt Carroll, was bequeathing
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CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

to the society a three-story brick building at 216 E.
Fourth St., Covington. Monthly meetings were
held there until 1975, when the building and its
contents became a target of vandals. The building
was sold to attorney Patrick M. Flannery, and the
proceeds were used to set up a scholarship fund for
college-bound high school students.
The first awards, $200 each, were given in 1976
in recognition of the 200th anniversary of Kenton
Co. The scholarships have continued to be awarded
and have increased in size. At one ceremony, as
many as seven awards were presented. A dinner is
also held to honor recipients and their parents. The
Christopher Gist Historical Society also provides
support to the Kentucky Humanities Council, the

sionaries baptized Charles Rich. He farmed and also
served a mission for the church. By 1838 Rich and

tucky, the Louisville Temple is a quick trip down
I-71 to Crestwood, just east of Louisville.

his wife, Sarah DeArmon Pea, had settled in Mis
souri. When the Mormons were driven from Mis

Arrington, Leonard J. Charles C. Rich Mormon: Gen

Dinsmore Foundation (see Dinsmore Home

and Gum Branch near Big Bone Lickstands asame
morial to Charles Rich and his Boone Co. heritage.
The family of Martha Jane Knowlton had

stead), and other worthy projects. Fred A. Stine IV
of Fort Thomas, a retired pediatrician and coroner,
served as president for many years.
"Christopher Gist Society Has Home,” KP, May 25,
1960, 11K.

“Gist Society Gets Wealth of Local Historical Materi
als,” KTS, November 22, 1956, 14A.

“Historical Society Chooses Gist Name,” KP, June 8,
1949, 1.

“Historical Society May Be Organized," KP April 30,
1942, 5.

Roberts, Alice Kennelly. “Gist Society Celebrates 50

Years," KP August 28, 1999, 22K.
“Gist Society Helps Scholars," KP June 26,
1999, 22K.

Alice Kennelly Roberts
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER
DAY SAINTS. The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints, known also as the Mormon
Church, organized in 1830 in Fayette, N.Y., with
six members, soon sent missionaries to the Ohio

River Valley. Early prominent church leaders Jo
seph and Hyrum Smith, Oliver Cowdery, and Par
ley P. and Orson Pratt also visited the Greater Cin
cinnati area. Missionaries traveled in pairs in

Northern Kentucky to teach and preach in public
places.
The first branch of the Mormon Church in

Cincinnati consisted of 100 members. Another

local branch, led by Robert Culbertson, was estab
lished at the mouth of the Licking River in Camp
bell Co. In January 1835 there were 11 members in
this small congregation. Elders Orson Pratt and
Lorenzo Barnes exerted their missionary efforts in
the region, and by February they had baptized 7
more into the Mormon Church.

eral and Western Frontiersman. Provo, Utah:

souri, the couple moved to Nauvoo, Ill. Charles was
appointed as the major general of the Nauvoo Le
gion and helped lead the Mormons from Nauvoo
into the Salt Lake Valley in Utah in 1846–1847. At
age 39 Charles Rich was named to the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles. Later, he was called to helpes

BYU Press, 1974.

Evans, John Henry Charles Coulson Rich: Pioneer
Builder of the West. New York. Macmillan, 1936.
Fish, Stanley L, Bradley J. Kramer, and William
Budge Wallis. History of the Mormon Church in
Cincinnati, 1830–1985. Cincinnati, 1997.

tablish a settlement at San Bernardino, Calif., and
Jannes W. Garbett

served as that town's mayor. Eventually, Rich and his
family served the Mormon Church in Bear Creek
Valley, Idaho, where he remained until his death on
November 17, 1883. A roadside marker at Beaver Rd.

moved from Boone Co. to Kenton Co. before her

birth in 1822 in Covington. When she was five
years old, the Knowltons moved to Cumminsville,
Ohio, just north of Cincinnati. In 1835 this fam
ily, who were Campbellites, moved on to Hancock
Co., Ill. As the persecuted Mormons poured into
Nauvoo, Martha's family took pity on the homeless
people. The Knowltons listened to the Mormon
message and were baptized in the icy Mississippi
River in winter 1840.

The seeds of faith that were sown locally more
than 170 years ago in the tiny congregation at the
mouth of the Licking River took root in Northern
Kentucky. In 1953 the Northern Kentucky branch
of the Mormon Church, led by branch president
Alvin Gilliam, made plans for a new building, for
which construction began in 1959 at 1806 Scott St.
in Covington. The congregation quickly developed
into the Northern Kentucky Ward, with Victor
Bang as the first bishop. Among Bangs successors
were Robert Ginn (deceased) and Grant Chapin of
Florence.

By 1986 the Mormons had outgrown the Scott
St. chapel and moved to new quarters at 144 But
termilk Pk., Lakeside Park. This building contin
ues to serve as a stake center and also houses a fam

ily history center. The newest Northern Kentucky
chapel, dedicated in June 2004 in Hebron, provides
meeting space for three local congregations: the
Hebron and Northern Kentucky wards and the
Crittenden Branch.

The Mormon Church in Northern Kentucky
has a membership of 1,900, divided among four
wards and two branches: the Hebron and North

As resistance to the Mormons began and in
creased, the congregation in Northern Kentucky
lingered but did not flourish until the 20th cen
tury. Many members joined the westward move

ern Kentucky wards in Boone Co.; the Highland
Heights and Lakeside Park wards for members in
Campbell and Kenton counties; and two smaller
congregations, the Crittenden and the Ohio River
branches. These wards and branches are part of the

ment of the church in the mid-1800s. It was not

Cincinnati Ohio Stake.

until 1953 that the Northern Kentucky branch of
the Mormon Church began to experience signifi
cant growth.
Early Mormons with ties to Northern Kentucky

The Mormon Church today is the fourth
largest religious body in the United States. Mem
bership worldwide approaches 13 million mem

CINCINNATI AND CHARLESTON RAIL

ROAD. This proposed link between Cincinnati
and Charleston was expected to be of great benefit
to Northern Kentucky.
The period between 1830 and 1860 witnessed
an explosion of economic expansion and develop
ment within the nation. Railroads were one of the

major instruments for accomplishing both tasks.
Railroads were viewed as the conquerors of both
distance and time, and proposals to connect various
destinations became a topic of everyday conversa
tion. Some of the proposals led to state-granted
charters to build; in a few cases, the promoters of
these ventures raised enough cash to begin con
struction. Eventually, many of these railroads failed
miserably because they were impractical. Theoreti
cal lines drawn on flat maps failed to demonstrate
the difficult topography they had to cross in reality.
The engineering capability to build through cer.
tain types of mountainous terrain simply did
not exist.

Among the railroads proposed for construc
tion during this period was the Cincinnati and
Charleston Railroad (C&C). This railroad, as envi

sioned, would have diverted to the eastern port of
Charleston, S.C., slow-moving goods that had been
traveling down the Ohio River toward the south
ern port of New Orleans, thus shortening delivery
times to the end users. The technical challenge of
building this railroad was immense, since the track
would cut through the Appalachian Mountains at
an acute angle; the resulting problems would have
pushed costs ever skyward. The promoters with
their line drawn on the map, however, made light
of such difficulties.

During the 1830s numerous mass meetings
were held in Tennessee and South Carolina to en

courage the construction of the C&C. In 1836 the
governors of Tennessee, South Carolina, and North
Carolina, requesting that an officer of the Army

Corps of Engineers be assigned to survey a route
for the C&C, presented a joint petition to the U.S.
Congress. The proposal foundered when Congress
asked the states to supply $3,000 to cover part of
the survey cost. Only South Carolina offered $1,000
toward the survey.
Several influential leaders in Cincinnati and

Northern Kentucky supported the proposed rail

bers, more than half of whom are outside the

road. Dr. Daniel Drake, the foremost medical

include Charles Coulson Rich and Martha Jane

United States. More than 50,000 missionaries

Knowlton. Rich was born August 21, 1809, near Big
Bone Lick. By 1810 the Rich family had resettled in

serve around the world. Church buildings include
27,000 ward meetinghouses, 2,700 stake centers,
and 122 temples. For Mormons in Northern Ken

practitioner in Cincinnati, who grew up in Mason
Co., Ky., believed that a rail link with Charleston
would unite the cities not only economically but
also culturally. Gen. James Taylor Jr., Newport's

Indiana. It was there, in 1832, that Mormon mis

Cincinnati/NORTHERN KENTUCKY INTERNATIONAL AirPORT

founder, and William Wright Southgate, a

member of Congress from Covington, supported
the plan, as did Covington's T. W. Bakewell (see
Bakewell Family), an industrialist. William

Henry Harrison, the future president, and Nicho
las Longworth, the wealthiest man in the West at
the time, also backed the C&C.

The promoters of the C&C were not deterred
by the failure of the congressional petition, and
they continued to publish maps depicting its
planned path. The route would run westward

The dream of the promoters of the C&C finally
came true in 1894, when the Southern Railway
pieced together rails to provide a one-owner con
nection serving both Charleston and Cincinnati,
Today the Norfolk Southern operates that route.
The impact on Northern Kentucky, had the C&C
been built when first proposed, will never be
known.

Davis, Burke. The Southern Railway Chapel Hill.
Univ. of North Carolina Press, 1985.

Ellis, Coulter M. The Railroad and the City Colum
from Charleston to Columbia, S.C. (124 miles),

on to the junction of the Thicketty and Broad riv
ers (65 miles), and thence to a confluence of the
Green River with the Broad River (52 miles), to

bus: Ohio State Univ. Press, 1977.

Phillips, Ulrich B. History of Transportation in the
Eastern Cotton Belt. New York: Octagon Books,
Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss,

the Elk River with the Clear Folk of the Elk (90
miles), and west to Cincinnati (190 miles). The

Charles H. Bogart

cost was estimated at $10,084,326, or an optimis
tic $17,214 per mile. Within the Northern Ken
tucky region, the railroad would follow the path
of the present-day CSX from Maysville along the
southern shore of the Ohio River into Newport
and Covington, before crossing somehow into
Cincinnati. Later, the route of arrival changed so
that it would proceed north from Paris or
Lexington.
The C&C concept went through a number of
modifications. One of them was the chartering of a
new company in 1836, the Louisville, Cincinnati
and Charleston Railroad (LC&C). The LC&C plan
was to run from Charleston to Lexington, Ky. (pro
posed once before by Daniel Drake), where it
would split into three lines bound for Louisville,
Cincinnati, and Maysville. In 1837 the LC&C pur

CINCINNATI/NORTHERN
KENTUCKY
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. Located in

burg Railroad with the intention of using it as its
launching road. By 1842 stockholder expectations
were lower, and the LC&C was renamed the South

Carolina Railroad (SCRR). When the Civil War

occurred, the SCRR track extended only from
Charleston to Columbia, wholly within South
Carolina.

What killed the C&C for Kentucky was politics
and the attempt at compromise within Kentucky
(the plan to split the railroad into three branches),
plus the fact that the Kentucky legislature made the
granting of its charter contingent upon the build
ing of the three branches from Lexington to the
Ohio River simultaneously, thus making the proj
ect economically unfeasible. The rivalry among
Louisville, Maysville, and Cincinnati-Northern
Kentucky precluded the project's success for allin
volved. Lexington was linked with those cities
later, by other trunk railroads.
The investors in the C&C never fully compre
hended the costs and engineering challenges in
volved in completing its roadbed. It was one thing
to lay track in the eastern Tidewater, but to use that
same cost per mile as a basis forestimating the cost
of tracks through the mountains was sheer folly.
The projected wealth that the C&C was projected
to generate for Charleston blinded its backers to
the actual costs.

Co. Industrial Association (a predecessor of the
Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce);
and V. H. Logan, editor of the Kentucky Enquirer
selected a site in Boone Co. that offered several ad

vantages: land was selling for $40 to $50 per acre;
the area, at a higher elevation than Lunken Air
port, was nearly fog-free; it was only 13 miles from
downtown Cincinnati, and there was plenty of
room for expansion. Elected officials in Campbell,
Kenton, and Boone counties supported the proj
ect. So did civic organizations, most of which sent
letters to U.S. senator Alben W. Barkley and U.S.
representative Brent Spence urging their support.
Meanwhile, Vondersmith persuaded top execu
tives from American, Delta, and TWA airlines to

1968.

Asheville, N.C. From there it would pass down
the valley of the French River to the mouth of the
Nolichucky River (60 miles), to the junction of

chased South Carolina's Charleston and Ham
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commit to using the airport, if it was built.
President Franklin D. Roosevelt (1933–1945)

Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

Hebron, in Boone Co., the Cincinnati/Northern

Kentucky International Airport (CVG) is the child
of both World War II and the flood of 1937 on

on February 11, 1942, approved preliminary funds
for airport site development. The formal approval
of the four runways and $2 million came on Octo
ber 1, 1942. Kenton Co. attorney William Wher.
man instituted condemnation proceedings against
several parcels of land so that sufficient land could
be acquired. The Kenton Co. Fiscal Court created
the six-member Kenton Co. Airport Board in June

the Ohio River. The flood left Cincinnati's eastside

1943 to function as aboard of directors. The board

Cincinnati Municipal Lunken Airport under wa
ter, proving it ill suited for the region's growing
aviation demands. In the days leading up to World
War II, the U.S. Army Air Corps was caught with
virtually no paved runways except at civilian air
ports. An airbase program was started, called De
velopment of Landing Areas for National Defense.
Under this program, more than 300 airports were
built or improved with federal funds; the land,
however, had to be provided by local governments
or organizations. CVG turned out to be a solution
for both problems.
O. G. Loomis, a prominent Covington and
Newport civil engineer, in his role as a civil engi
neer, began tramping through fields and overhills
in Kentucky, searching for a large, fog-free tract of
land. Loomis was initially a volunteer but was later
paid $8,100 for his work by the Kenton Co. Fiscal
Court. Early in 1941, Loomis went to see Judge Na

has been augmented over the years to give Ohio,
Boone Co., and Campbell Co. a voice in airport

thaniel E. Riddell of the Boone Co. Fiscal Court.

A local sponsor was needed. The judge agreed to be
the sponsor, as long as local funding came from
neighboring Kenton Co. In spring 1941 Loomis;
Phil Vondersmith, head of the Covington-Kenton

- i.

affairs.

On March 29, 1943, the airport board selected
Frank Mashuda and Associates to build four run

ways with connecting taxiways in 150 days. Con
struction began after the May 3 groundbreaking,
which was attended by Kentucky governor Keen
Johnson (1939–1943). The runways were completed
on August 12, 1944, and three days later U.S. Army
Air Corps B-17 bombers, mostly out of Lock.
bourne Army Air Base in Columbus, Ohio, began
making practice landings and takeoffs. The U.S.
Army Air Corps used the field until September
1945. In December 1945 Senator Barkley in
formed the board that the U.S. Army had declared
the airport surplus property, meaning the govern
ment would surrender its lease.
Boone Co. Airline was the first aircarrier at the

airport, operating out of a wood-frame building.
The three-story brick administration building,
part of which remains in use as Terminal 1, was
dedicated on October 27, 1946. A crowd estimated

at between 35,000 and 50,000 clogged roads to

-

º

- º:

The Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport in 1947, when it was still named the
Greater Cincinnati Airport.
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attend the ceremony. The Times Star newspaper
reported, “The Boone County Airport is a first-rate
field. It is larger, more up to date and better from an
aeronautical standpoint than Lunken. Cincinnati
owes a lot to the energy of Northern Kentucky in
terests.” American, Delta, and TWA airlines had

signed 20-year operating leases. An American
Airlines DC-3 inbound from Cleveland, Ohio,

touched down at the Greater Cincinnati Airport
(its name at first) at 9:23 a.m. on January 10, 1947. A
Delta Airlines DC-4 landed close behind it, fol

lowed minutes later by a TWA flight. Scheduled
passenger service began with 24 flights daily. The
airport's identifier code, CVG, comes from the ab
breviation of the nearest major city at the time of
its opening, Covington. The airport's first official
name reflected the metropolitan area it served.
Later it became the Greater Cincinnati Interna

tional Airport, and finally, the Cincinnati/North
ern Kentucky International Airport.
The commercial jet era changed the face of avi
ation. On December 16, 1960, a Delta Convair 880

jet began the first scheduled jet service at CVG. To
accommodate jets better, as well as the rapid pas
senger growth that came with them, the airport
expanded the original terminal by 85,000 square
feet. “The more powerful jet engines meant aircraft
could be much larger," said William Whitson, a
longtime airport board member. "Jets also needed
longer runways. That's why we built a new 7.800
foot east-west runway. Most jets have no integral
stairway, so we had to build jetways as part of the
terminal building."
On November 8, 1965, an accident focused na

tional attention on the airport for a brief period (see
Aviation Accidents). An American Airlines Boe

ing 727 jet, inbound from New York City, crashed
into the hillside as it crossed the Ohio River on ap
proach to Runway 18 (today's Runway 18 Center) in
Constance. Fifty-eight people died; four survived.
The new and safer 7,800-foot east-west runway
opened on April 1, 1967. The airport then proceeded
with plans for a $1.2 million extension of the only
north-south runway at the time (Runway 18/36) to a
total of 9,500 feet. The new runway system was able
to handle any type of ircraft. On November 6, 1967,
a TWA Boeing 707 jet, attempting to abort a takeoff,
skidded to a fiery crash on a hill at the end of the
east-west runway (Runway 27/9). All on board sur
vived. The plane, however, was destroyed. The worst
airplane crash in Cincinnati's history was on No
vember 20, 1967 TWA flight 128 from Los Angeles,
a Convair 880 jet, crashed into an orchard a mile
and a half from the airport, on approach to Runway
18 (today's Runway 18 Center), very near to the pre
vious American Airlines incident. Seventy passen
gers and crew died; 17 survived.

bigger airport elsewhere. “This pressure had existed
for many years," said Wilbert L. Ziegler, the air
port's longtime general counsel. “The financial
commitment made by the air carriers in 1971
showed that they were committed to keeping the
airport here in Boone Co. The discussion to move
the airport ceased." The $38 million expansion was
completed in 1974—updating Terminal 1 and add
ing two additional terminals. The functional design
earned recognition in aviation circles as "the Cin
cinnati concept." The airport board hosted a two
day grand opening on September 14 and 15, 1974.
More than 35,000 people gathered on the second
day to hear former astronaut Neil Armstrong de
liver the principal address. He was appointed to the
advisory board of the airport the following year.
During his speech, Armstrong came up with the
airport's oft-used marketing slogan: “CVG
Cincinnati Very Good." As part of the renovation
and expansion, the airport installed 14 huge mu
rals, which had been removed from the concourse
at Cincinnati's Union Terminal (train station) be

Concourse A. In June of that year, Delta added
nonstop service from CVG to London, England,
marking the first of many nonstop flights to Eu
rope. Three years later, Delta added a $20 million
maintenance hangar large enough to accommo
date MD-11s. “The thing I have enjoyed the most
and felt the best about in my many years at CVG
was the inauguration of our first international

flight [to London]. I've always felt that opened up
our community to being a player in the global mar
ketplace," said Robert Holscher, director of aviation
since 1975.

CVG dedicated a new north-south runway in
January 1991 (Runway 18 Left). In the decade that
followed, CVG became one of the nation's fastest

growing airports as the number of annual passen
gers doubled to more than 20 million. To mini
mize any negative impact of noise on the airport's
neighbors, CVG spent more than $100 million on
airfield modifications, sound insulation, and vol
untary property acquisitions.

A $500 million expansion completed in 1994

fore it was razed. Tri-state citizens, businesses, and

added a new Delta Airlines terminal, a new road

the airport contributed more than $500,000 to re

system, and an underground transportation sys
tem connecting Delta's facilities. The addition of
Concourse B increased the number of Delta gates

locate the 20-ton murals to their new home.

On June 15, 1975, fire swept through the airport
offices and the weather bureau in Terminal 1. Two

airport firefighters died fighting the blaze (see Fires),
which caused heavy damage and consumed many
historic records. Its origin was never determined.
Comair began at CVG in 1977 with two twin
engine commuter aircraft flying to Evansville, Ind.
Tragedy struck on October 8, 1979, when flight
444, a Piper Navajo Aircraft, crashed during take
off, killing eight people. After becoming a feeder
carrier for Delta Airlines in 1984, Comair grew to
become one of the largest commuter airlines in the
United States by the mid-1990s.
Air Canada flight 797, a DC-9 jet, made an
emergency landing on June 2, 1983. Fire broke out
on the aircraft en route from Dallas, Tex., to To

ronto, Canada, over Indianapolis. The aircraft re
quired the 100 miles from Indianapolis to CVG to
descend from its 35,000-foot cruising altitude.
After evacuation on the ground at CVG, it was
found that 23 of the 41 passengers aboard had died
of smoke inhalation, including Canadian televi
sion entrepreneur Curtis Mathis.
President Jimmy Carter (1977–1981) deregu
lated the airlines in 1977. As the 1980s brought de
regulation into full swing, CVG began to experi
ence growth unparalleled in its history. From the
early 1980s to 2005, CVG grew from an origin
and-destination airport to a major transfer center,
transitioning from 35 nonstop cities to more than
120 nonstop destinations, including Europe and

to 50. At the same time, Comair added a new con
course that could accommodate more than 50

planes, making it the largest regional airline facil
ity in the world.
The hub established by Delta Airlines was not
the only one to be established at CVG in the 1980s.
DHL Worldwide Express, a package and freight
overnight carrier, opened a 50,000-square-foot
package-sorting facility in 1984, making Cincin
nati its primary North American hub. DHL even
tually enlarged its CVGhub to 355,000 square feet,
with a capacity of 2 million pounds nightly. CVG
would operate as DHL's primary North American
hub until 2005, when DHL merged operations
with Airborne Express in Wilmington, Ohio.
The new millennium brought many challenges
to the aviation industry. The events of September
11, 2001, preceded by a Comair pilot strike several
months earlier, prompted a decline in passengers
for the first time in CVG's history. CVG handled
17.3 million passengers in 2001. Activity eventu
ally rebounded, peaking at a record 22.8 million
passengers in 2005, with as many as 670 daily de
partures. Delta Airline's bankruptcy and subse
quent hub realignment in December 2005 led to an
approximately 25 percent decrease in flights at CVG,
foreshadowing an overall decrease in passengers
for 2006.

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)

Delta Airlines established a hub and doubled

dedicated a new 128-foot control tower on the

southside of the airfield on May 9, 1970. It remained

its number of gates to 10 in 1981. On December 16,
1986, Delta added 60 flights, bringing its daily total

Even with these changes, the Delta Airline hub
remains strong. Today, CVG offers nonstop service
to 120 cities—nearly three times the number of des
tinations served by the five surrounding airports
combined. Delta has continued to strengthen its
international network at CVG with flights to Am

in use until 1998, when the FAA dedicated a new

to 105. No other U.S. airline had ever orchestrated

sterdam, Frankfurt, London, Paris, and Rome. In

256-foot tower. The airport reached a major mile
stone on November 17, 1971, when the airport
board signed agreements with seven airlines for the
largest expansion to date. Up to that time, there had
been calls among some tri-state leaders to build a

that type of increase in a single day. Six months
later, on June 1, Delta added 21 more daily flights,
pushing its total to 126.
By 1987 Delta Airlines had expanded its num
ber of gates to 40 with the $45 million addition to

the Midwest, only airports in Chicago and Detroit
offer more service to Europe.
In addition to providing agateway to the world,
CVG supports tens of thousands of jobs in the re
gion and remains one of the region's primary eco

Canada.
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nomic drivers. The opening of a third north-south
runway (Runway 18 Right) in December 2005
placed CVG among the most efficient airports in

Paris, Ky., the Maysville and Lexington (M&L)
to Lexington, and the Lexington and Danville
(L&D) to Danville, Ky. The plan foundered south

the world.

of Nicholasville in Jessamine Co., when the L&D

“The quality of the airport board membership—
the forward thinking they have brought to the
board—has been crucial to the airport's growth,"
Holscher said. “You can see this clearly in our in

was unable to bridge the Kentucky River. In the
late 1860s, Cincinnati's leaders proposed a rail line

frastructure, with CVG being one of only six air
ports in the world to enjoy triple simultaneous
landings."
Passenger Statistics
1947, 302,707; 1957, 1,174,377; 1967, 2,307,561;
1977, 2,741,500; 1987, 7,259,085; 1997, 19,898,187,
2005, 22,778,785; 2007, 15,700,000.

feet, were made through the hillsides to daylight

isville, Cincinnati, and Lexington Railroad
was of a different gauge than the L&N, requiring
transshipment of goods at Louisville.
In 1869 the City of Cincinnati set out to build

the tunnels and provide the necessary overhead
clearance for the new rollingstock. The tunnels left
in place were enlarged to give them a height of 30

its own railroad into the southern heartland. That

From Oakdale to Chattanooga in Tennessee,
the CSRR had to build through continuing rough
terrain, but simple fills, cuts, and bridges were
able to overcome the elevation changes along this
section. Except for Erlanger Hill in Kenton Co.,
Ky., only at Kings Mountain, Ky., and Sunbright,
Tenn., did grades exceed 1 percent. The 336-mile
CSRR rail line from Cincinnati to Chattanooga
was opened in early 1880 at a cost of $59,000 per

same year, the Ohio legislature passed the Fergu
son Bill, allowing Cincinnati to circumvent a pro
vision in the 1851 Ohio constitution that forbade

ford E. Kohlhepp (1970–1971); Joseph L. Scanlon
(1975, 1982); Walter L. Pieschel (1976); Ted R. Rich

LC&L track on a trestle.

ardson (1977); James Simpson Jr. (1978); Peter Bur

In 1877 the CSRR bridged the Ohio River with
a single-track span containing a section that piv
oted horizontally to allow steamboats to pass in
high water. Owing to the increased weight of car
loads and engines at the beginning of the 20th cen
tury, the bridge was replaced in 1922 with the cur
rent double-track version. The circular pivot pier of
the original CSRR bridge remains near the south
ern shore beneath the bridge.
At Lexington the CSRR connected with the
Lexington and Danville (L&D). Using portions of
a survey originally undertaken by Union troops
during the Civil War to extend the L&D south to

Oscar R. Parks (1944–1948); Robert M. Isenberg
(1948–1953), Byron R. Dickey (1953–1960, 1963–
1971); Arven Saunders (1960–1963); Barry S. Craig
(1971–1975); Robert F. Holscher (1975–present).
Board Chairmen

V. H. Logan (1943), C. Lisle Kays (1943–1950, 1965,
1967); Fred T. Macklin (1950–1962, 1966); Bernard
H. Eilerman (1962); Bernard Rutemiller (1963);
Maurice Walsh (1964, 1972); Clemens B. Deters
(1968, 1973, 1979, 1983, 1987–1988); William C.
Whitson (1969, 1974, 1980, 1984, 1988–1989); Clif

ris (1981, 1985, 1989–1990, 1992–1993); Jerome A.
Stricker (1986); Paul F. Michels (1986–1987,

1990–1991); Frank Schleper (1991–1992); Ralph A.
Drees(1993–1995); Michael J. Gibbons(1995–1997);

Bert M. Huff (1997–1999); Gary R. Bockelman
(1999–2001); Arylyn T. Easton (2001–2002);}ohn S.
Domaschko (2004); William T. Robinson III

(2004–2006); Richard D. Crist (2006-present).
Busheiman, Ted J., Robert F. Holscher, and Wilbert L.

Ziegler. Interviews by Joe Feiertag, Nicole Ropp,

and Richard Rawe, August 2006, Cincinnati/
Northern Kentucky International Airport.
Keefe, Robert A. Chronological History of the
Greater Cincinnati International Airport. Self
published, 1991.
Kenton Co. Airport Board. Minutes of the Board of
Directors Meetings, Cincinnati/Northern Ken
tucky International Airport.
Rawe, Richard L. Creating a World Class Airport:
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International,

piggyback loads, jumbo hoppers, autoracks, and
container shipments in the 1950s found the sur
viving tunnels again too small to handle the new
types of equipment. In 1961 the City of Cincinnati
issued $35 million in bonds to daylight or further
enlarge these tunnels. Huge cuts, as deep as 160

to the South via Louisville, but the resultant Lou

cities to lend money to railroads for construction.
The legislation permitted a city to build a railroad
if the city owned it. Under the provisions of this
law, Cincinnationganized the CincinnatiSouthern
Railroad (CSRR). The CSRR had to fight the L&N
in the Tennessee (1872) and Kentucky (1874) legis
latures before securing charters to build.
The route chosen for the CSRR lay west of the
existing Kentucky Central line, which ran from
Covington to Paris, Ky. The CSRR rail line crossed
the Ohio River at Ludlow and ran south through
Kenton, Grant, Scott, and Fayette counties into
Lexington. At Walton, the CSRR and the Louis
ville, Cincinnati, and Lexington (LC&L) track from
Covington to Louisville met. The CSRR right-of
way was an elevated track that crossed over the

Directors of Aviation

181

Burnside, the CSRR built southward. It crossed the

Kentucky River near Wilmore in Jessamine Co.,
on what became known as High Bridge. This bridge,
opened in 1877 (see Gustave Bouscaren), soared
275 feet above the river. In 1929 it was replaced with
the current structure.

feet and a width of 20 feet.

mile.

The steep climb up the 1.2 percent grade from
Ludlow to Erlanger necessitated then, and today,
that a helper engine be stationed at the bottom of
the hill. The CSRR developed a locomotive and
passenger car service yard at Ludlow. This service
yard became the major employer in Ludlow during
the era of steam locomotive engines.
Because the operation of a railroad was beyond
the scope of a city government, the CSRR was
leased in 1881 to the Cincinnati, New Orleans, and

Texas Pacific Railway Company (CNO&TP). The
CNO&TP was controlled by Baron Frederick Emile
d'Erlanger, who owned an interest in several rail

roads. Control of the CNO&TPallowed d'Erlanger
to put together a rail line that stretched 1,165 miles
from Cincinnati, the Queen City, to the Crescent
City, New Orleans. The rail line was then marketed
as the Queen and Crescent route.
In 1890 the Richmond and West Point Terminal

Railroad Company (R&WP), a holding company,
gained control of the CNO&TP. The R&WP having
overextended itself, went into receivership. In 1894
East Coast banker J. P. Morgan reorganized the
R&WP as the Southern Railway Company (SR).
The SRshed part of the rail lines held by the R&WP.
but the CSRR was retained as the crown jewel. In
that same year, the SRacquired the Louisville South
ern Railroad, which linked Louisville to Danville.

This acquisition allowed the SR to compete head
on with the L&N for goods moving south through

From Danville, Ky., south to Oakdale, Tenn.,
the CSRR passed through the foothills of the Ap
palachian Mountains, requiring the construction
of 27 tunnels and 105 bridges; the longest tunnel, at
Kings Mountain, Ky., was 3,984 feet long. This por

both Cincinnati and Louisville. In 1982 the SR

RAILROAD.

tion of the route became known as the Rathole.

The most famous were the Queen and Crescent,

The leaders of Cincinnati had been planning since

Engineers and firemen running their coal-fired lo
comotives here were subjected to extreme heat and
poisonous fumes inside the tunnels. Lung disease
was high among these train crews. During the first
three decades of the 20th century, the tunnels of
the Rathole were enlarged, daylighted, or bypassed,
so that by 1930 only 16 remained. In the 1940s the
CSRR began converting its means of locomotive
engine power from steam to diesel. The arrival of

the Royal Palm, the Ponce de Leon, and the Flor
ida Sunbeam. Passenger service over the line

1947–1997. Encino, Calif.; Cherbo, 1997.

Joe Feiertag, Nicole Ropp, and Richard Rawe
CINCINNATI

SOUTHERN

the 1840s to build a railroad south from the Ohio

River to Georgia and Alabama. Such a rail line
would allow Cincinnati merchants to sell their

goods in the developing southern states. In 1850
Cincinnati investors helped to fund the Coving
ton and Lexington Railroad (C&L), which was
to have reached Chattanooga, Tenn., via connecting
tracks. The proposed route began with the C&L to

merged with the Norfolk and Western Railroad to
form the Norfolk Southern Railroad (NS).

During the 20th century, the SR ran a few
noted passenger trains south out of Cincinnati.

ceased in 1971.

The CSRR's original lease to the CNO&TP was
extended in 1901 for 60 years, or until 1961. In
1928 the terms of the lease were amended so that
the lease extended until 2026. Since the CSRRlease

is with the CNO&TP, this corporation continues
to exist as a legal entity within the NS empire.
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Butler, Tod Jordan. “The Cincinnati Southern Rail

Cincinnati Railroads. Cincinnati: Cincinnati
Railroad Club, 2003.

roundhouse was erected with ample space for 16
locomotives. Among the auxiliary buildings were
an office, a sand house, and a coaling station. This
facility became a major employer in Ludlow.
Even before the new plant opened, Meehan had
fabricated several new locomotives and repaired
hundreds of locomotives and cars. An even bigger
job was undertaken in May 1886, when the railroad
converted from the old southern railroad gauge of
five feet to the national standard of four feet eight

Charles H. Bogart

and one-half inches. Locomotives and cars were

way: A City's Response to Relative Commercial
Decline," PhD diss., Ohio State Univ., 1971.
Hall, Charles G., ed. The Cincinnati Southern Rail

way, a History. Cincinnati. Ault & Wiborg, 1902.
Tenkotte, Paul A. “The Chronic Want' of Cincinnati.
A Southern Railroad,” NKH 6, no. 1 (Fall-Winter

1998): 24–33.

White, John H. On the Right Track—Some Historic
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BRIDGE. Built to serve the Cincinnati South

ern Railroad, now the Norfolk Southern Rail

way, the Cincinnati Southern Railroad Bridge
spans the Ohio River, connecting Cincinnati and
Ludlow. The original bridge, opened in 1877, con
sisted of a single track with a circular pivot pier
that enabled a 369-foot draw span to be moved
horizontally to allow the passage of steamboats
during high water. The 1877 bridge was replaced
by a new double-track span in 1922 to allow for
heavier engines and loads, but the old pivot pier
still remains visible near the Ludlow shore. For

many years after 1922, the former pivot section of
the bridge could be raised and lowered by a vertical
lift, not rotated. It was used once on October 6,

converted in stages, starting in 1884. Much of this
work was planned and staged at Ludlow.
This yard and repair shop facility remained
very active during the steam-locomotive era. When
the final steamers on the system were retired in
1953, Ludlow and many other such facilities went
into an eclipse. Only routine repairs are made at
Ludlow today, in an engine shed. The yard itself
sees little use, since so few trains originate on the
Norfolk Southern in the Cincinnati area. Even

so, the railroad carries more freight tonnage than
ever before. Passenger trains disappeared in about
1970, but around 30 freight trains operate over the
line presently.
White, John H. On the Right Track: Some Historic
Cincinnati

October 7, 1922, 1.

Paul A. Tenkotte
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YARD. This railroad yard starts at the top of the
hill about one-eighth of a mile from the southern
shore of the Ohio River and extends southward for

about one-half mile over a relatively flat plateau
within Ludlow. The yard has parallel tracks that
interconnect through switches at both ends. Here,
incoming trains were broken up, their cars were
sorted, and outgoing trains were assembled. The
yard worked mostly with freight cars. Passenger
trains to and from Cincinnati passed through the
yard without stopping, except for a few locals. A
locomotive roundhouse and repair shops were lo
cated on the west side of the yard. The Ludlow yard
dates back to the mid-1870s, when the Cincinnati

Southern was building toward Chattanooga,
Tenn. An incline plane brought railand other track
supplies up the hillside from a river landing. After
the Cincinnati Southern Railroad Bridge was
finished in 1877, the incline was abandoned. The

yard trackage and adjacent service building had
developed in a generally unplanned manner.
A major fire in November 1887 reduced the old
plant to ruins. The railroad's master mechanic,
James Meehan (1834–1908), rebuilt the shops on
a grand plan that included a brick repair shop 668
feet long. It had machine, blacksmith, and boiler
shops. The smokestack stood 84 feet high. A brick

Benton conducted a raid and seizure at the Cinema

Xin 1971, and over the next year several more were
conducted, despite at least two separate federal and
state suits filed by Marks against Benton and New
port authorities. In the mid-1970s, local federal
prosecutors brought obscenity-related charges
against Marks and other corporate entities associ
ated with the Cinema X, including Harry V. Moh
ney and a corporation that still contained his name
on record, a situation Mohney shortly corrected.
The criminal actions were brought over the show
ing of the movie Deep Throat. After two lengthy
trials, convictions, and judicial findings that the
film was obscene, the cases against Mohney and
Marks and most of the other defendants were dis

missed.Twice the matters went to the U.S. Supreme
Court, once because the standard for determining
obscenity changed, and another time because of
evidentiary issues. In the early 1980s, charges against
Marks were officially dismissed. By then, Marks

Railroads. Cincinnati: Cincinnati

had left the Greater Cincinnati area to work in

John H. White

“Tests of the Cincinnati Southern Railway Bridge,"
Engineering News, November 24, 1877,332.

then managed and operated by “front men" work
ing for Mohney. One was Stanley Marks, a Greater
Cincinnati pornography retailer who became in
volved in obscenity litigation on both sides of the
Ohio River during the 1970s. Newport Police and
Campbell Co. commonwealth attorney Frank

Railroad Club, 2003.

1922, for demonstration purposes.
"Complete New Bridge,” KP, August 26, 1922, 1.
“New Vertical Lift of the Southern Bridge, Costing
Thousands, May Never Have to Be Raised." KTS,

ater and the theater's associated adult bookstore,

CINEMA X. An adult “XXX" movie theater op
erated in Newport during the 1970s. The theater
closed its doors in early 1982, after being prose
cuted and convicted of state obscenity charges on
seven occasions in approximately 24 months, be
ginning in April 1980.
Located at 716 Monmouth St., in the building
of the former State Theater, Cinema X opened in
1970. Michigan pornography entrepreneur Floyd
Bloss had purchased the property. An owner of
several porn businesses and a veteran of several
obscenity-related litigations in Michigan, Bloss
was not the “real owner" or “the money” behind the
venture. That distinction belonged to Harry Virgil
Mohney, of Durand, Mich. Mohney was a projec
tionist in an adult-film theater during the early
1960s, opened an adult drive-in theater known lo
cally in Flint, Mich., as the “Durand Dirties," and
expanded from there. His financial worth was be
tween $5 million and $10 million in 1970, when he

put his money into adult enterprises in Cincinnati
and into Newport's Cinema X. Over the next de
cade, Mohney built a complex network of corpora

tions, estimated to number at least six to eight
dozen, which often existed in name only, to avoid
taxes and criminal liability. Films shown and
peep-show booths located in the Cinema X in
Newport were marketed to the theater from com
panies that had connections with some of the ma
jor U.S. crime families. By the mid-1970s, Moh
ney's porn-distribution empire was exceeded in
scope by only a few international porn-distribution
networks.

In early 1971 Newport and Campbell Co. au
thorities began investigations and raids of the the

other parts of Mohney's far-flung empire.
Mohney's theaters and bookstores had success
fully defended themselves against obscenity civil
and criminal litigation again and again in Indiana,
Michigan, and elsewhere since the late 1960s. His
attorneys included Robert Eugene Smith, from
Maryland and Georgia, whose litigation creden
tials in porn defense were as impressive as they
were numerous around the country; however, in
1978 Campbell Co. voters elected Paul Twehues
as Campbell Co. attorney, and Smith's fortunes
changed dramatically.
New to politics, and having never in his brief
legal career handled an obscenity case, Twehues
hired three assistants, Bill Schoettelkotte, Justin

Verst, and Bill Wehr, who also had no experience
in obscenity litigation. Apparently believing they
had nothing to fear from the new prosecutors in
Newport, the operators of Cinema X continued to
show “XXX" film fare, and the theater's prominent
marquee encouraged all those who passed to visit
and view films that surely violated Kentucky's ob
scenity laws because of the films' graphic sexual
content. In early 1980 a three-member majority
of the Newport City Commission rejected the en
treaties of citizen groups and ministerial associ
ations urging them to act against the Cinema X
and the negative "Sin City" image that the theater
seemingly projected. The two minority commis
sion members found themselves powerless in the
issue.

To the surprise of the Cinema X operators, the
theater's corporate owners, and the Newport City
Commission's majority, the Kentucky State Police
and the Campbell Co. Attorney's Office initiated
an antivice campaign in early 1980 that included
the Cinema X. In April 1980 and on six other occa
sions over the next 19 months, Twehues's staff and

CITIGROUP

the state police conducted raids and seizures at the
Cinema X (the Newport Police were not able to
assist because of the City Commission's stance).
Seven separate obscenity jury cases were tried, and
seven separate convictions were obtained against
three corporations involved in the ownership and
management of the Cinema X. Fines for convic
tions and contempt-of-court assessments came to
hundreds of thousands of dollars. There were no

acquittals of the corporate defendants.
In early 1982 the Cinema X was closed and title
to the property was transferred to the City of New
port. After the closing, the 1982 Newport city at
torney, Wil Schroder, and Newport city manager
Ralph Mussman conducted a walk-through at
the Cinema X. During the inspection, Schroder
and Mussman made a startling discovery. A "pile"
of photos were found that had obviously been
taken with some special film and by cameras spe
cially mounted behind and to the sides of the Cin
ema X screen. The Cinema X operators had been
photographing their audiences. Schroder, new to
Newport at the time, did not know any of the indi
viduals photographed; however, Mussman re
marked that “he knew a bunch of the people in the
pictures." Before the prosecution, none of the po
lice investigators or prosecutors knew anything
about the photographing of audiences.
Mohney eventually served some federal prison
time for tax evasion, and the federal witnesses in

cluded his former mistress and wife, who had pro
duced a few of the movies seized in a July 1980 Cin
ema X raid. Mohney invested some of his extensive
fortune in the national chain of Deja Vu gentle
men's clubs. His enterprises are found almost ev
erywhere in the United States, but not where Paul
Twehues and Justin Verst prosecuted. Mohney and
his great wealth have not returned to Campbell
Co., Ky.
Newport's Cinema X was not the only adult
cinema in Northern Kentucky during the 1970s.
The Ludlow Cinema opened for “adult films" in
March 1970; Kenton Co. authorities soon brought
charges, a settlement was reached in court, and the
Ludlow Cinema ceased presenting pornographic
movies.

Diaz, Kevin, and Rachel Reynolds. “Porn Merchant
Gets Prison,” Detroit News, May 3, 1990, B2.
“Peepshow Operator Appeals Tax Conviction,”
Cleveland Plain Dealer, July 19, 1991, A1.
United States v. Harry Mohney, et al., 723 F. Supp.
1197 (E. D. Mich. 1989).

U.S. Department of Justice, Attorney General Ed
win Meese, Attorney General's Commission on
Pornography—Final Report: July 1986, vol. 2.

Washington, D.C., 1986.
Webb, Gary “Who Is Behind the Cinema X." KP, No
vember 22, 1980, 1K.
Mike Williams

CIRCUSES. Circuses have appeared locally in
Bellevue, Covington, Latonia, Ludlow, and New
port. One such circus advertised three Zulu tribes

The modern circus evolved from ancient Ro

man and Greek festivals, English horse shows, and
other festive celebrations. Circus is the Latin word

for "circle" and is used because the action usually
occurs in rings, the best example being the three
ring circus. An Englishman, Philip Astley, is gen
erally considered the father of the circus. About
1777 Astley began operating a riding school in
London, where he presented open-air horseshows.
His exhibitions combined horsemanship with
comedy and some elements of theater. Another
resident of London, Charles Diblin, built a ring of
houses around a horse exercise area, which he

called “The Circus." Similar circular public areas
were later built in London and were named the

Oxford and the Piccadilly circuses. Today these
are popular shopping and meeting places and no
longer have anything to do with performing
circuses,

Over the years, circuses added wild and exotic
animals to their shows to increase crowd appeal.
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in his autobiography about caring for a circus ele
phant on his father's Southgate farm (modern
Evergreen Cemetery). In the mid-20th century,
Bellevue was home base for the Sherman Broth

ers Clown Act. Chester Sherman, who grew up in
Bellevue, and his partner Joe Vani appeared in cir
cuses internationally from 1932 through 1975 and
were inducted into the International Clown Hall of
Fame in 1995.

With citizens less easily astounded and with
permanent zoos and television and movies now
in the picture, circuses have lost much of their ap
peal. The most popular circus to appear in Greater
Cincinnati in recent years is the Ringling Brothers,
Barnum & Bailey Circus, a result of the merger of
three separate circus operations. The future of cir
cuses appears bleak in view of dwindling atten
dance figures, high arena rental fees, soaring trans
portation costs, and increased salaries, coupled
with pressure from animal-rights advocates re
garding treatment of animals.

P. T. Barnum introduced various curiosities, such

as the smallest man on earth, the fattest woman,

the bearded lady, and other similar peculiarities.
The ultimate showman and promoter, Barnum be
came wealthy by exploiting gullible people. It was
he who coined the phrase “there's a sucker born
every minute." Early circuses came to town via
wagon or in their own brightly colored railroad
trains, parading their animals and sequined per
formers down main streets to the sound of loud

music en route to the circus grounds. Barnum
brought his circus to Northern Kentucky in 1883.
Newspaper accounts heralded the arrival of fero
cious animals, beautiful young ladies, and lovable
clowns.

During the early 1900s, the Gentry Brothers,
the Norris and Rowe, and the Hagenbeck-Wallace
circuses all appeared in Northern Kentucky. Some
of these performed at Third and Philadelphia Sts.
in Covington, the Covington Ball Park, the Rough
Rider Park in Newport (W. Fifth and the Licking
River), and later the Twin Oaks Golf Course in

Latonia. Circus trains would park on the Louis
ville and Nashville Railroadsiding along Low
ell St. in the West End of Newport. The famous
Gentry Brothersbrought the first motorized circus
to Northern Kentucky in late summer 1930. It ar
rived in six trucks and set up on the polo grounds
of the Fort Thomas Military Reservation; it
was sponsored by the Fort Thomas Men's Club.
One of the early crowd favorites was the famed
animal trainer Clyde Beatty, who later formed his
own circus. Many circuses in the United States fea
tured wild-west shows with real American Indians,

wild buffalo, rugged cowboys, entertaining clowns,
high-wire acts, and people being shot from can
nons. At the height of circuses popularity, the ap
pearance of a circus in any town was one of the
highlights of the year.
Newport physician Dr. Robert Carothers

"First Motorized Circus Will Play in Fort Thomas,”
KP. September 18, 1930, 3.
“Old Circus Grounds Soon to Be Playfield,” KP, April
25, 1941, 1.

Reis, Jim. "Under the Big Top," KP, May 10, 2004,4K.
Speaight, George. A History of the Circus. New York:
A. S. Barnes, 1980.

CITIGROUP Citigroup, the preeminent global
financial services company, is a major employer in
Northern Kentucky. Citigroup has locations and
services worldwide, involving some 200 million
customer accounts in more than 100 countries,

and provides consumers, corporations, govern
ments, and institutions with a broad range of fi
nancial products and services: consumer banking
and credit, corporate and investment banking, in
surance, securities brokerage, and asset manage
ment. Major brand names under Citigroup's trade
mark redumbrella include Banamex, Citi, Citibank,

CitiFinancial, Primerica, and Smith Barney.
Citigroup's Northern Kentucky operations
opened in Erlanger with 50 employees in 1989.
Eight years later, the ribbon was cut and the doors
were opened to the company's new facility on
Houston Rd. in Florence, Ky., not far from the
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International

Airport. In 1997 Citigroup moved into this new
credit-card-processing center on 81 acres west of
I-75. The property, formerly a part of Camp Mary
dale, was purchased in 1996 from the Diocese of
Covington (see Roman Catholics). Today, after a
$44 million expansion in 2001, the facility has
344,000 square feet, and 2,800 employees work
there. Citigroup views this location, which still has
enough space for another building, as a premier
site for future expansion.
Citigroup doubled thesize of its facility to meet
the growing demands of its call-center operations
for Citi Cards Customer Service and Sales, Citi

was so enamored with circuses that he would often

Cards Collections, Retail Banking Sales and Cus

close his medical practice for extended periods and

tomer Service, Primerica Shareholder Services,

men, a band of Sioux Indians, Mexican warriors,

travel from town to town with them. World

cowboys, Australian cannibals, 13 Nubians, and
an eight-foot-tallman.

renowned geologist, paleontologist, and Harvard
professor Dr. Nathaniel Southgate Shaler tells

and Smith Barney (formerly Salomon Smith Bar
ney) businesses. Employees benefit from the on
site National Wildlife Habitat, a complete wellness
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center, and tuition assistance at any accredited
college or university. Citigroup added express bus
service from downtown Cincinnati, Covington,
and Newport in 2004. The Florence location
granted almost $900,000 in financial support to
philanthropic causes and more than 3,500 hours
in community impact giving in 2006, winning nu
merousawards for its philanthropicgivingthrough
such organizations as the United Way, the March
of Dimes, and the P-16 Council on Education.

Citigroup promotes education for its employees
and for the people of the region. In 2003 the com
pany formed the Gateway Center, a collaborative
partnership between Citigroup and the Gateway
Community and Technical College, with link
age to entities such as the Northern Kentucky
Chamber of Commerce, Northern Kentucky
University, and the Kentucky Department for
Employment Services One-Stop Center. Gateway
Community and Technical College has established
a comprehensive education and training center on
the Citigroup Kentucky campus to assist Citigroup
with student assessment, educational and training
services, and career development. The on-site cen
ter is expected to increase the number of individu
als who pursuepostsecondary education and career
opportunities. One of many current classes being
offered to Citigroup team members is "Career Dis
covery," a class through which the company hopes
to recognize, groom, and retain the most qualified
professional candidates, while employees gain tan
gible career plans and goals for success. The success
of this class has become apparent, as a number of
employees have been promoted into management
upon completion.
Citigroup expects to fill an additional 1,000
plus positions over the next few years to support its
ongoing growth. The firm has traditionally hired
from within Boone, Campbell, and Kenton coun
ties but is expanding its target area to include Indi

the two-story turret and enveloping the exterior
with a metal grill. In 1983 the bank moved its head
quarters to Fort Wright. At the time of its acquisi
tion by Central Bancorporation of Cincinnati in
1986, Citizens National was the fourth-largest

January 17, 1986, 1K.
"New Structure. The Citizens Bank Pieper Block."
KPJanuary 31, 1896.4.

In 1921 the Covington City Commission be
gan plans for the construction of a modern Sev
enth St. Market House. That year, the commission
granted an option to the Market Finance Corpo
ration of Louisville; the firm was given 60 days to
secure the necessary financing and begin con
struction on a new building. The company hired
Covington architect Bernard T. Wisenall to de
velop the plans for the new market. Wisenall's
plans called for a two-story California Mission
style building (40 by 400 feet). The first floor was
planned to house 38 stalls and space for a drug
store, a cigar shop, and a candy shop. The balcony
level was designed to house a full-service cafeteria

Paul A. Tenkotte

and restrooms. The total construction costs were

bank in Kenton Co.

1890–1940: 50th Anniversary, Citizens National

Bank, Covington, Ky. Booklet available in the
vertical files at Kenton Co. Public Library, Cov
ington, Ky.
"Central Trust to Purchase Citizens National, KP

CITY MARKETS. Markets were necessary fix.
tures in the lives of 19th-century urban residents.
Because the lack of refrigeration made foodstorage
difficult, people needed to shop for food on a daily
basis. Within Northern Kentucky, one of the earli
est market spaces was in downtown Covington,
near the city hall and the county courthouse. An
other market existed in the Eastside neighbor
hood at 11th St. between Scott and Greenup Sts. in
Covington. This 11th St. market space has since
been converted into a small city park. Two larger
market houses also served the residents of Coving
ton for many years. One was located on Seventh
St., between Madison Ave. and Washington St. and

sons believed the market house should remain un

der public ownership and control and not be oper
ated privately. Their efforts led to the abandonment
of the proposed new market.
The supporters of a new Seventh St. Market
House tried again to gain public support in 1922.
In May of that year, two competing proposals were
submitted to the Covington City Commission for
approval, which was not granted. The major oppo
nents of the measures were area farmers and huck

the other on Sixth St. in Main Strasse.

The Seventh St. site had been used as an open
market for many years before the Civil War. In

sters, who rented stalls in the old building for very
small amounts. In fact, the Kentucky Post noted
that the market house usually lost money for the

June 1845 a number of interested citizens, includ
city.

ing James G. Arnold, H. C. Ashbrook, Hiram
Bond, W. H. Burgess, C. Carpenter, F. G. Gedge,
H. C. Watkins, and John Wolf, met to discuss the
construction of a market house there. A market
house was constructed soon thereafter and re

placed by a new structure in 1889.

ana, Greater Cincinnati, and the other counties

in the Northern Kentucky Area Development
District.
Citi.

estimated at $140,000. Controversy soon erupted
over the proposed new Seventh St. Market House.
In August 1921 a group of hucksters presented to
the Covington City Commission a petition to halt
the demolition of the old market house. These per

www.citigroup.com (accessed on November 11,

2006).

Crowley, Patrick. "Citibank Begins Expansion." CE,

The issue of a new market house was again
raised in 1928. A petition, this time with 700 signa
tures, was again presented to the Covington City
Commission resisting the plans. In 1929 the ques
tion of removing the market and replacing it with a
modern building was placed on the ballot. The is
sue failed, with 5,671 voting in favor of the bond
and 5,933 opposed.
Finally, in March 1930, a resolution for a new
market house was passed by the Covington City
Commission. At that time, city commissioner Louis
Meyer agreed to lease his automobile storeroom to

the city for use as a market house. Meyer's building

June 28, 2001, ID.

was located on the east side of the 600 block of

Newberry, Jon."Citibank Chooses Blue Ash." CE, June
20, 2005, 1A.

Scott St. The city commissioners agreed to the plan,
and the new market house was officially opened
for business along Scott St. in May 1930. At about

Johnna Reeder
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that time, the old Seventh St. Market House was
demolished.

TON. Founded in Covington in 1890, Citizens
National Bank opened in March of that year on the

The Sixth St. market dates from 1860, when the

southwest corner of Madison Ave. and Pike St. in

rented quarters. Its first president was Henry Felt
man. By 1894 William Goebel was serving on the
bank's board. In 1896 the bank (in conjunction
with jeweler Fred Pieper) built a three-story build
ing across the street, at the southeast corner of Pike
and Madison, designed by architect Daniel Seger.
The third floor was rented by the Knights of Py:
thias, a fraternal organization. During the Great
Depression, the bank remained solvent, earning
the nickname "the Little Stone ſug." Citizens re
modeled its Covington home in 1962, removing

Covington City Council appointed a special com
mittee to investigate the construction of a market
house there, in Covington's growing West Side.
Dr. J. E. Stevenson was appointed chairman of the
committee. A site on Sixth St. was acquired be
tween Main and Bakewell Sts., and construction of

City Market House, Seventh St, Covington.

the Sixth St. Market House began in 1861. Legend
holds that Union general Lew Wallace used the
completed building for his headquarters during
the Civil War. Covington city records indicate
payments of $25 per month from the federal gov
ernment for rent; for about a one-month period,

CIVIC ASSOCIATIONS

the structure did serve as a Civil War hospital (see
Civil War Hospitals). By 1875 business at the
Sixth St. Market House was booming. The market

Maysville Centennial Exposition Commission. As
We Look Back: Maysville, 1833–1933. Maysville,

Ky: Daily Independent, 1933.
“Move to Raze Markethouse,” KP, March 11, 1930, 1.

housed 16 butchers, stalls for 28 rural farmers, and

“Officials Pass Markethouse Ordinance,” KP April
space for 30 area hucksters. By 1900, however, the
market house had fallen into disrepair and West
Side shoppers went elsewhere. In 1906 the mem
bers of the newly established Covington Parks
Board approached the city council for permission
to take over the market house as a site for a park.
City officials agreed to the plan, and on May 2,

17, 1930, 1.

“See Change in Market Place,” KP April 14, 1930, 1.

“Sixth St. Market House Torn Down," KP May 3,
1907, 2.

“Will Begin Work on Park." KP, March 10, 1905, 2.
David E. Schroeder

1907, the market house was razed. At this time, the

strip of land between eastbound and westbound
W. Sixth St. was turned over to the park board.
Upriver, other market houses operated for
many years in the 19th century at Maysville. From
the early days until 1829, a two-story market house
stood on Sutton St. between Second and Third Sts.

The upstairs served as city council chambers be
fore the city hall was built. Two days per week, the
market was open, and it was the place where
Mason Co. people met and greeted each other.
That building was torn down in 1829, to be replaced
by a market house on Market St. between Second
and Third Sts. The second structure served as a

morgue during the great cholera epidemics of 1832
and 1833. It also functioned as the opera house, un
tilan opera house was built. In spite of much pro
test, the second Maysville market house was de
molished in 1863, and its customers shopped for
meat and produce in the stores of town. There are
no records of city markets operating in Newport or
any other urban center of Northern Kentucky.
In the late twentieth century, farmers' markets
developed throughout the Northern Kentucky
region. These new farmers' markets usually are
open-air, held on particular days, and feature
fresh produce sold from vendors tables and farm
ers' trucks. For example, an open farmers' market
began operation in Covington in 2005 on a park
ing lot in the 600 block of Scott Blvd., on the east
side of the street near the site of the old Meyer
building. The Northern Kentucky Regional Farm
ers' Market, as this new organization is known,

CIVICASSOCIATIONS. A wide variety of non
profit, nongovernmental civic associations, other

than historical societies, hospitals, nursing
homes, schools, and museums, have been estab

ovated house at 16 E. Eighth St. It had a Glee Club
and a Drill Team. Dayton's lodge (No. 1285) was
organized in 1906 and in 1916 purchased a large
home on the northwest corner of Fifth and Berry
Sts. as its meeting hall, which is still used. Today
there are lodges in Bellevue, Dayton, Maysville,
and Newport.
Covington's Kiwanis club, chartered in 1928,
originally met at the Trinity Episcopal Church.
Currently there are two Kiwanischapters in North
ern Kentucky, Covington-Kenton Co. and Wil
liamstown. Optimist International is represented
by three chapters in Northern Kentucky, located in
Covington, Newport, and Southgate.
Among other civic associations are those pro
viding specialized services to youth, seniors, fami

lished over the years throughout Northern Ken
tucky to serve broad-based constituencies. One of
the largest categories of civic associations has been
that of fraternal organizations, which have pro

lies, and women:

vided sickness, death, and other benefits to their

Campbell Lodge

dues-paying members, as well as generous contri
butions to charities in the region. They include the
American Legion, the Bellevue Vets, the Jay
cees, the Knights of Columbus, the Lions Clubs,
the Masons, the Odd Fellows, the Rotary Clubs,
and the VFW (Veterans of Foreign Wars). Like
wise, the Elks, Eagles, Kiwanis, and Optimist clubs
have long-standing traditions in Northern Ken
tucky. The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks
(BPOE) opened its first Northern Kentucky lodge
(No. 273) in Newport in 1893. In 1906 the lodge
purchased the former home of Oliver W. Root at

Boys & Girls Club
Boy Scouts of America
Children's Home of Northern Kentucky
Children's Law Center

Covington Ladies Home
Diocesan Catholic Children's Home

Family Nurturing Center
Girl Scouts

Maplewood Children's Home

Northern Kentucky Right to Life
Northern Kentucky Transit

Senior Services of Northern Kentucky

312 York St., remodeled it, and built an addition.

Warsaw Woman’s Club

The Bellevue Lodge (No. 585), chartered in 1900,
merged with the Newport Lodge in 1908. In No
vember 1965, the Elks moved to a new facility on
Alexandria Pk. (U.S. 27) in Cold Spring. Cur
rently, this lodge sponsors many charitable events
and distributes various scholarships each year. The
Covington Elks lodge (No. 314) was chartered in

Welcome House of Northern Kentucky

1895. In 1905 its members remodeled an old resi

Williamstown Women's Club
Women's Crisis Center
YMCA

Others are concerned with emotional, mental

and physical issues (see BAWAC Inc.; Blind and
Visually Impaired; Camp KYSOC, Compre
hend Inc.; Deaf and Hearing-Impaired; Ken
tucky Consumers Advocate Network, New

Williamstown, Crittenden, Dry Ridge, and Edge
wood; the Dixie Farmers' Market in Erlanger; the
Simon Kenton Farmers' Market in Independence;
the Mason County Farmers' Market in Maysville;
and the Pendleton County Farmers' Market in

dence on W. Fifth St. as their headquarters, adding
an annex to the back; on the same site, they dedi
cated a new building in 1937, designed by architect
Ray Hayes. In 1994 Lodge No. 314 relocated to
Boone Co., and it currently meets in a building on
the Dixie Highway in Florence. The lodge partici
pates in numerous philanthropic events, including
food drives at Thanksgiving; it also works with the
Special Olympics and hosts appreciation recep
tions for police and firefighters. Women have been
accepted as members since 1995. Covington also
has an African American Elks lodge (see Benja
min Franklin Howard), called Ira Chapter No.
37, established in 1916. It meets in a building on E.
11th St. In the past, Maysville had an Elks lodge

Falmouth.

(No. 704).

Catholic Charities

Newport's Fraternal Order of Eagles (No. 280),
established in 1902, was the first in the state. By
1923 it had 750 members and met in the upper
floors of the Widrig's Pharmacy Building on the
northwest corner of Eighth and York Sts., which is
still standing (see Widrig Family). Covington's
Eagleslodge (No. 329) was chartered in 1903. After
occupying several halls, the group moved to a ren

Goodwill Industries

relocated to Main Strasse in 2006. Other markets

include the Boone County Farmers' Market in
Burlington; the Bracken County Farmers' Market
in Brooksville; the Campbell County Farmers'
Market in Alexandria, Highland Heights, and
Newport; the Dry Ridge Farmers' Market in Grant
Co.; the Family Roadside Farmers' Market in Wil
liamstown; the Grant Co. Farmers' market in

“Awards at Market," KP, May 7, 1930, 1.
“Doom of City Markethouse Is Sealed," KP, April 3,
1930, 1.

“Here's the New and Old Markethouse for Covington
Housewives," KP May 3, 1930, 1.
“Market House in Sight," KP, July 14, 1921, 1.

“Market House Razing Put Up to People," KP May 4,
1926, 1.
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Perceptions Inc.; Northern Kentucky Services
for the Deaf, North Key Community Care;
Point/Arc of Northern Kentucky, Protection
and Advocacy, Recovery Network; Substance
Abuse Treatment; and Transitions Inc.). Some

focus on addressing poverty, hunger, homelessness
and emergency crises, including
Action Ministries
American Red Cross

Be Concerned Inc.

Brighton Center

Hosea House

Northern Kentucky Community Action
Commission
Parish Kitchen

Salvation Army

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
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CIVIL DEFENSE

Still other organizations provide opportunities
for leaders to address community problems:
Center for Great Neighborhoods of Covington
Forward Quest/Vision 2015

Leadership Northern Kentucky
Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce
The attainment of civil rights for minorities
has been espoused by the Northern Kentucky
African-American Task Force, the African

civil defense units, which were trained to fight fires,
conduct rescues in collapsed buildings, provide basic
first aid, assist in law enforcement, perform expedi
ent shelter construction, and feed displaced citizens.
Many Northern Kentucky fire departments were es
tablished on the basis of the training and equipment
provided under this World War II program. The
major contribution of local civilian defense organi
zations to the war effort was to make the people feel
that they were part of the global battle. The national
Office of Civilian Defense, along with the local orga

American Businessmen's Association, the
nizations, closed in late 1945.

NAACP, and groups dedicated to gays and gay
rights. Residents of Northern Kentucky cities,
towns and subdivisions have also formed munici

pal civic associations, country clubs, and swim
clubs throughout the region.
“Big Time for Elks. New Home to Be Dedicated March
7. KP February 14, 1905, 3.
Chavez, Elizabeth J. “The Covington Elks,” Papers of
the Kenton County Historical Society 2 (1990).
132–38.

"Covington Elks. Organize and Install Officers at
Hermes Hall," KP February 1, 1895, 4.
“Kiwanis Club Is Given Charter," KP, January 14,
1928, 1.

Kiwanis International. www.kiwanis.org (accessed
August 17, 2008).
“New Home for Elks Planned in Covington,” KP,

April 28, 1937, I.
Pictorial and Industrial Review of Northern
Kentucky. Newport: Northern Kentucky Review,
1923.

Elizabeth Comer Williams and
Paul A. Tenkotte

In 1950, after the explosion of an atomic bomb
by the Soviet Union, the federal government estab
lished the Office of Civil Defense (OCD) to prepare
plans to protect the citizens of the United States
from nuclear war. Responding to natural disasters
was not part of the OCD mission. The Common
wealth of Kentucky in December 1950 created the
Kentucky Division of Civil Defense (KYDCD) un
der the state's adjutant general. Each county and
city in the state was encouraged to set up its own
civil defense organization under the direction of
the county judge or mayor. Within the next two
years, civil defense organizations sprang up in all
the counties of Northern Kentucky. The federal
civil defense concept then in vogue was to evacuate
the major cities of nonessential people as soon as
war broke out. The citizens of Boone, Campbell,
and Kenton counties were to go into the other
counties of Northern Kentucky. The plans devel
oped under this scenario were mostly paper con
cepts with no formal plans for execution.
In the aftermath of the Cuban Missile Crisis of

CIVIL DEFENSE. Civil defense, which is the

protection of the nonmilitary population during
war, consists of two basic options, providing shelter
in place or evacuating the area that is at risk. Both
options were represented when settlers of Northern
Kentucky during the late 1700s built fortified sta
tions that at first defended residents living at the
stations and later served as places to which the sur
rounding population could retreat during threats

October 1962, the federal government set out to fund
the development of executable civil defense plans.
Owing to the threat offered by missiles, which could
arrive without warning, the federal government be
gan to develop a fallout-shelter program to protect
citizens from nuclear fallout, though not from the
direct blast of a nuclear weapon. Fallout shelters were
identified in all of the Northern Kentucky counties.

The shelters were marked and supplied with food,
water, and medical kits. Amateur radio operators

of Indian raids.

were mobilized to provide communication; citizens

Civil defense as a function of the U.S. govern
ment came into existence in 1917, during World
War I, when the federal government promoted the
formation of a Council of National Defense within

were trained to take radiological readings; first
aid and shelter-management courses were taught;
hospitals of the mobile army surgical type were
stored in counties outside Boone, Campbell, and

each local government, to support regulations and
laws issued by the federal government. Such coun
cils existed in many of the counties and cities of
Northern Kentucky, but they were little more than
propaganda organizations, and they quickly dis

cations to give warning of an attack; and the Emer
gency Alert System was put in place usinglocal radio
and television stations. Many of the warning sirens
were mounted at volunteer fire department stations

banded after the war.

and were also used to call their volunteer firemen to

In 1941 the federal government created the Of.
fice of Civilian Defense. With the Allies and the Axis

bombing each other's cities, it was deemed prudent
to prepare American cities to withstand such attacks.
The Commonwealth of Kentucky created its own
Office of Civilian Defense and encouraged all coun
ties and cities to form civilian defense units also. The

Cincinnati Metropolitan Area Civil Defense organi
zation, encompassing the cities within Boone,
Campbell, and Kenton counties, was created. The
other counties of Northern Kentucky also formed

Kenton counties; sirens were mounted in variouslo

respond to an emergency. Emergency operations
plans and community shelter plans were written for
each county, indicating how to prepare for, respond
to, and recover from an attack.

In 1972 the federal government reorganized
the Office of Civil Defense as the Defense Civil

Protection Agency (DCPA) and gave the new orga
nization two tasks; its primary mission was to pre
pare the United States to survive a nuclear attack,
and its secondary mission was to respond to nat
ural disasters that a state could not handle by it

self. With this change in the federal civil defense
posture, Kentucky in 1974 changed the name of
KYDCD to Kentucky Disaster and Emergency
Services (KYDES). Over the next year, each North
ern Kentucky county changed the name of its civil
defense organization accordingly. This namechange
reflected the heavy involvement of local civil de
fense organizations in response to manmade and
natural disasters. In 1977 DCPA was abolished

and the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) was established and given a dual mission
of preparing to protect the U.S. population from
the effects of natural disasters and nuclear war.
The 1980s saw a shift in the federal civil defense

program for preparedness in case of war. The devel
opment of shelters that protected only against fall
out within a blast area was recognized as being not
viable. The new U.S. civil defense plan, which mir
rored the Soviet Union's civil defense plan, called for
the evacuation of key communities during periods
of increased international tension. Among the local
areas to be evacuated, designated as risk counties un
der this scenario, were Boone, Campbell, and Ken
ton counties. Plans were developed specifying how
these counties would be evacuated and where the

citizens would go. In the host counties, the other
counties of Northern Kentucky, plans were devel
oped to house and feed the evacuees. These plans,
ridiculed by certain segments of the population,
were declared obsolete by the federal government in
1990 with the collapse of the Soviet Union.
Civil defense during the 1990s, if defined as
protecting citizens from an enemy attack, was no
longer a federal program. FEMA during the 1990s
rescinded all federal civil defense war guidance
documents. In 1998 KYDES was reorganized as
the Division of Emergency Management, and all
the counties of Northern Kentucky adopted this
name.

In 2001, after the terrorist attack on the World

Trade Center in New York City, civil defense again
became part of the mission of county emergency
management organizations. Civil defense was revi
talized by the federal government and, in 2003, was
made part of the Department of Homeland Secu
rity. Local emergency operation plans were updated
to include the response to a terrorist incident. Civil
defense continues to exist, though not in name, in
each Northern Kentucky county, within the coun
ty's emergency management agency. These agencies
serve under the direction of the county judge exec
utive. All of the counties have built structures or

modified existing ones to serve as emergency oper
ation centers in time of disaster, and they are re
cruiting citizens to undertake training in various
areas of preparedness, response, and recovery.
Blanchard, Boyce W. American Civil Defense. Char
lottesville Univ. of Virginia Press, 1980.
Federal Emergency Management Agency. An Intro
duction to Emergency Management, 1950–1992.
Emmitsburg, Md. Federal Emergency Manage
ment Agency, 1993.

Kentucky Department of Military Affairs Annual Re
ports, 1950–2002, Kentucky Department of Mili
tary Affairs, Frankfort, Ky.

Charles H. Bogart

CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT. The civil rights
movement in Northern Kentucky was an impor
tant part of the larger national movement that
brought about the fall of Jim Crow in the South.
The most visible forms of racial discrimination

and inequality were protested and removed, only
to expose the need for even more radical changes
in the social, economic, political, and cultural fab
ric of the nation.

The struggle of African Americans in their
quest for freedom and against white supremacy
has been part of the U.S. experience since the times
of enslavement, “"The civil rights movement had
its beginnings in the constitutional amendments
enacted during the post-Civil War Reconstruc

gated and inferior education, making the case for
equal pay for teachers, and supporting other social
and economic initiatives. The KNEA cooperated
with many other organizations over the years and
served as an important advocate for full civil rights
until 1955. William Fouse, principal at William
Grant High School (see Lincoln-Grant School)
in Covington, served as the KNEA president for
many years. Other local educators at William
Grant, Southgate, and Elsmere schools were also
active members. Professor William Humphrey,
principal of the John G. Fee Industrial High
School in Maysville, also served as president of the
KNEA in 1930.

The modern movement for civil rights began in

1.87

provided meeting and training space for the
NAACP and CORE.

Organized in 1931, the Association of South
ern Women for the Prevention of Lynching had an
active chapter in Northern Kentucky. Mrs. Don
Griffin of Fort Thomas, local chapter president,
was also vice president of the state organization.
The women of this organization repudiated the lie
that lynchings were justified as a defense of white
women in the South. They proclaimed that the
mob spirit was a greater threat to democracy than
any other form of crime in the United States. They
led a campaign to contact the sheriff's office in ev
ery county, asking sheriffs to sign pledges of coop
eration in the prevention of lynching. Louis Vogt,
the Kenton Co. sheriff, signed such a letter.
In response to the racial violence following

tion era. The 13th Amendment to the U.S. Consti

1909, with the formation of the National Associa

tution (1865) abolished enslavement, the 14th

tion for the Advancement of Colored People

Amendment (1868) provided citizenship rights,
and the 15th Amendment (1870) guaranteed the
right to vote. These amendments served as a sec
ond Bill of Rights and gave recently freed African
Americans the hope that they would be treated as
full citizens. The gains in the exercise of civil rights
made during this period were short-lived, however,
and collapsed under a variety of U.S. Supreme
Court decisions, congressional compromises, Jim

(NAACP). In 1919 the NAACP national office

World War I, the Commission on Interracial Co

sent Walter White around Kentucky to establish
branches. The Covington branch was formed and
immediately began a campaign to protest lynching
and mob violence; it also worked with other orga
nizations to oppose Jim Crow laws. Over the next
40 years, the branch went through periods of activ
ity and inactivity. Legal counsel provided by the
NAACP proved beneficial in a number of cases,
helping African Americans avoid unjust jail sen
tences and the death penalty. In 1930 Anderson
McPerkins was charged with raping a white woman,
was found guilty, and was sentenced to death. The

operation (CIC) of Kentucky was formed in 1921

Crow laws, and mob violence that created a kind of

pseudo-slavery. African Americans and progres
sive whites immediately formed pockets of resis
tance to this restoration of white supremacy and
laid foundations for the U.S. civil rights movement.
The resistance and protest movement involved the
work of many different organizations, court deci
sions, and countless acts of individual courage.
Kentucky's African Americans understood
very clearly that they would have to stand up against
the Jim Crow laws, the racial violence, and the en

tire system of white supremacy if they hoped to
have a better life in this society. They were also
aware that acting solely as individuals was not ef
fective against the policies dictated by the white
majority. They knew, as in slavery days, that they
had to organize themselves into well-structured
organizations that cooperated together and were

local NAACP, inactive at the time, was soon rein

vigorated by the case. Collaborating with the
Cincinnati International Labor Defense, the Cin
cinnati American Civil Liberties Union, and the

Commission on Interracial Cooperation, the Cov
ington branch of the NAACP intervened in the
case, brought forward new information, and sub
sequently obtained McPerkins's release from
prison. From 1931 to 1948, the Covington branch
was again inactive. It was revived in 1948, when
the national NAACP received a letter from Louis

Brown of Covington, expressing a desire to reorga
nize the Covington branch. In 1949 Jack Delaney
of Covington was elected as aboard member of the

linked both locally and nationally, in order to pro

state conference of the NAACP. In April 1959 the

test successfully against restrictions on their rights.
Beginning in 1866, African Americans in Ken
tucky formed numerous organizations, for example,

branch was again rechartered, and Mrs. E. Conley
was elected president of the Covington group.

the State Convention of Colored Citizens, which

Women (NACW) organized local chapters around
the state and also founded the Kentucky Associa

was active through the 1890s. The state convention
presented resolutions to the state legislature sup
porting such initiatives as a new state constitu
tion, compulsory education, normal schools, the
right to serve on any jury, equal access to public
accommodations, and full civil rights. Statewide
county meetings preceded the annual state con
vention, and delegates were allocated by popula
tion. At the 1885 convention, Northern Kentucky
was represented by three delegates from Boone
Co., seven from Kenton Co., and one from Camp
bell Co.). W. Hawkins, from Newport, Ky., served
on the state convention executive committee.

The Kentucky Negro Educational Association
(KNEA) was founded in 1877. It comprised princi
pals and teachers working to provide equal educa
tion for each Kentucky child, challenging segre

In 1903 the National Association of Colored

tion of Colored Women's Clubs, which created life

enrichment programs especially for children and
women. The Covington chapter, through the lead
ership over the years of such women as Lizzie
Fouse, Elizabeth B. Delaney, and Bertha Moore,
provided leadership locally, within the state orga
nization, and on the national board of NACW.

Using their motto “lifting as we climb,” these club
women worked to “uplift the race" by providing
collegescholarships, setting up programson health
and sanitary education, organizing antilynching
campaigns, and developing recreational facilities.
This network of women's clubs laid the foundation

stones for the emerging civil rights movement of
the 1950s and 1960s. The L. B. Fouse Civic Center,

the home of the NACW Covington chapter, also

to find more effective means of interracial com

munication and collaboration. The CIC soon grew
into 63 county interracial committees, including a
very active Northern Kentucky chapter, in which
many Kentuckians experienced their first oppor
tunity to discuss and act on community problems
with an interracial membership. While not a pro
test organization, the CIC provided educational
programs and worked on issues pertaining to
health, education, recreation, law and order, court

justice, and the improvement of transportation fa
cilities for African Americans. In 1935 Covington
CIC members, along with the local KNEA, peti
tioned the school board regarding unequal pay for
black and white teachers in Kenton Co.
In 1954, with the Brown v. Board of Educa
tion decision, the Supreme Court overturned their
“separate but equal" doctrine of Plessey v. Fergu
son (1896) and declared that segregated education
was inherently unequal and therefore unconstitu
tional. This case was the culmination of a long
deliberated strategy of the NAACP Legal De
fense team and was the legal foundation of the civil
rights movement of the 1960s. Desegregation of
public schools was not immediate, however, and
Brown v. Board of Education was followed by
Brown II (1955), which created guidelines for pub
lic school desegregation in local communities.
The outlawing of racial segregation in public
schools presented for the Northern Kentucky
school districts different challenges, which were
met peacefully. Separate but equal had been for
some a financial burden. Districts with small black

populations that were forced to send their black
students to schools in neighboring larger districts
to attend segregated schools suddenly took them
back. The Newport and Boone Co. school districts,
which had been paying Covington to accept its Af.
rican American students at William Grant High
School, quickly developed integration policies for
the 1955–1956 school year. In 1956 African Ameri
can students in Covington were offered the oppor
tunity to attend John G. Carlisle elementary school,
Holmes High School, and other public schools
in the city. In Newport, the Southgate School was
closed and students enrolled in other city public
schools. In Northern Kentucky, as well as around
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the country, the formerly all-white schools were
integrated and the formerly all-black schools were
torn down or turned into neighborhood commu
nity centers. Integration of public schools was
clearly an unequal burden for the African Ameri
can community.
Integration of schools also had a negative effect
on the employment status of African American

teachers, principals, and staff members. Most of
their jobs were eliminated, and the few who were
given positions at the now integrated schools were
forced to accept a much lower rank and pay. With
the closing of the all-black schools such as William
Grant and Southgate, the African American com
munities also lost profoundly important educa
tional and cultural centers that had served and in

spired many generations of families.
The civil rights movement victory in the Brown
decision and other inspirations, such as Rosa Parks
and the Montgomery (Ala.) Bus Boycott, sparked
renewed anger, courage, and activism among Af
rican Americans, encouraging them to accept
second-class citizenship no longer. In Covington,
African Americans who had tolerated a “white

only” bathroom sign at Coppin's Department
Store for more than 45 years decided in late 1960
that “Jim Crow must go." The NAACP and the L. B.
Fouse Civic Center, led by Alice Shimfessel and
Bertha Moore, organized community protest meet
ings around this issue. The protest meetings moved
into direct action when the Congress of Racial
Equality (CORE) decided in December 1960 to
organize a chapter in Northern Kentucky. Over
the next three years, CORE galvanized the local
movement and successfully desegregated public
accommodations in Northern Kentucky even be
fore the Civil Rights Act of 1964. In addition,

contingent from Northern Kentucky and involved
more than 10,000 people, was called to show sup
port for a public-accommodations bill being con
sidered by the Kentucky legislature. The speakers
at the march included Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., Jackie Robinson, Rev. Ralph Abernathy, artists,
and other prominent civil rights activists. Although
the public-accommodations bill was not passed,
two years later, in 1966, the state legislature passed
the Kentucky Civil Rights Act, which was even
more comprehensive. In the meantime, Fermon
Knox and other Kentucky civil rights leaders were
invited to address the U.S. Congress in support of
the 1964 Federal Civil Rights Act.
After Dr. King was assassinated in 1968, a call
for Black Power challenged the integrationist
thrust of the early 1960s, focusing renewed atten
tion on black political and economic empower
ment, while black consciousness and racial pride
found expression in the cultural renaissance of the

aCCéSS.

Kentucky Commission of Human Rights. Kentucky's
Black Heritage. Frankfort. Kentucky Commission

of Human Rights, 1971.
Lucas, Marion. A History of Blacks in Kentucky.
Vol. 1. Frankfort. Kentucky Historical Society,

15.5 percent of the population. In the election of
1860, Lincoln received only 1 of Boone Co.'s 1,849
votes. In 1864, McClellan carried Boone Co. with

84.2 percent of the vote. Boone Cos. citizens
showed their sentiment when enthusiastic crowds

secessionist rallies in their homes until the Union

1992.

The Papers of the Congress of Racial Equality,
1941–1967 Microform. Frederick, Md.: Univ. Pub
lications of America, 1983.

The Papers of the NAACP Microform. Frederick,

provost marshal ordered the gatherings halted.
During the preparation for defense against
Heth's invasion, Union general Lew Wallace took
into account the presence of pro-Southerners. He

Md.: Univ. Publications of America, 1982.
believed that Confederates in houses on the river

Wright, George C. A History of Blacks in Kentucky.
Vol. 2. In Pursuit of Equality, 1890–1980. Frank

fort: Kentucky Historical Society, 1992.
Jim Embry

front in Cincinnati were communicating with
their friends across the Ohio River by means of he
liographic lamps flashing in windows. Undeterred,
he ordered the arrest of anyone who refused to
fight or work on the fortifications. One day during

CIVIL WAR. When the Civil War began, many

the crisis, two men were arrested on Fifth St. in

Northern Kentucky citizens were German and

Covington for shouting “Hurrah for Jeff Davis!”
Several prominent Confederates were from North
ern Kentucky, including Charles John Helm, the
Newport attorney who served as Confederate con
sul to Cuba. Eli Metcalfe Bruce, of Covington,
was one of the most prominent members of the
Confederate Congress. Charles Albert Withers (see
Withers Family), John Hunt Morgan's adjutant,
was also from Covington. A small group of men
from Pendleton Co. enlisted in Morgan's 4th Ken
tucky Cavalry. Their admiration for Morgan led to
the locallegend after the war that their small Pend
leton Co. town of Morgan was named for the fa
mous general. Actually, the city of Morgan was

Irish immigrants who had moved across the Ohio
River from Cincinnati during the previous two de
cades. They tended to oppose slavery and support
President Abraham Lincoln (1861–1865), emanci

1964. This demonstration, which included a large

Boone Co., where in 1860 there were 1,745 slaves,

in Walton and Florence welcomed Confederate

pation, and the Union war effort. Northern Ken
tucky had slaves, but slave-owning was less preva
lent than across the commonwealth of Kentucky in
general. While slaves accounted for 19.5 percent of
the state population in 1860, Campbell Co. had 116
slaves among a population of 20,909, or about 0.5
percent. Kenton Co. had 567 slaves in its popula
tion of 25,467, about 2 percent. In the presidential
election of 1860, Campbell and Kenton counties
were the only two in Kentucky that gave Lincoln
more than 200 votes. Campbell Co. provided him
with 314 votes, 11.9 percent of its votes, and Kenton
Co. cast 267 votes for him, 75 percent. In the presi
dential election of 1864, when almost 70 percent of
Kentuckians voted for Democrat George McClel
lan, Lincoln carried Kenton Co. by 55.5 percent,
with 1,716 votes. Campbell Co. gave Lincoln 53.9
percent, with 1,504 votes.
Men of Northern Kentucky volunteered for
both armies; official records probably fail to reflect

the Freedom March on Frankfort, held March 5,

tucky counties. However, when enrolling in the
home guards and in Ohio regiments is considered,
participation in the Union war effort appears more
significant.
Northern Kentucky also had an outspoken mi
nority of Confederate supporters, especially in

troops during Confederate general Henry Heth's
invasion. At that time, Cincinnati reporters con
sidered Florence a pestilential center of Rebel sym
pathy. Union authorities, who were in command of
Kentucky, arrested and imprisoned several South
ern sympathizers in the region. During Gen. John
Hunt Morgan's First Kentucky Raid (July 4–28,
1862), pro-Southern families in Covington held

tion that had colored race relations in this com

ployment, and housing.
The Northern Kentucky chapter of the NAACP
was an active participant in the Allied Organiza
tions for Civil Rights in Kentucky, which sponsored

low the numbers of Union volunteers in most Ken

cans began demanding affirmative action as a way
to more effectively gain economic and educational

munity for more than 100 years.
CORE closed its chapter in Northern Ken
tucky in 1963, and the NAACP reemerged as the
primary civil rights organization in the region.
Guided by the leadership of Fermon Knox, the
local branch and state president of NAACP, and
Rev. Edgar L. Mack, the state youth organizer,
the Northern Kentucky NAACP continued the
fight against all forms of discrimination and ine
quality. These groups worked closely with the Cin
cinnati chapter of the NAACP, the Greater Cin
cinnati Commission on Religion and Race, the
Human Rights Commission, and the Catholic In
terracial Council on issues such as education, em

southern Ohio. The records show that 1,166 men

joined the Union army from Kenton Co., 1,013
from Campbell Co., and 462 from Boone Co. These
figures, only somewhat more than 4 percent of the
white population in each county in 1860, rank be

black arts movement. Years later, African Ameri

CORE worked to eradicate discrimination in em

ployment, housing, and educational access faced
by African Americans during this era. Its collabo
ration with the NAACP and the Young Catholic
Workers and its successful negotiations with local
officials and business people enabled CORE in a
relatively short and peaceful period of time to dis
mantle most of the remaining vestiges of segrega

the level of Union enlistment because some North

ern Kentuckians enlisted in Union regiments in

named before the war and before John Hunt Mor

gan became famous. Nevertheless, before Morgan
High School closed with consolidation in 1959,
the men's basketball team played as the Morgan
Raiders.

When Union officials in charge of the defense
of Newport, Covington, and Cincinnati asked the
mayors of Newport and Covington to call out the
home guards during emergencies, they responded
immediately, and pro-Union men in both commu
nities volunteered. Twice this response was needed
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against John Hunt Morgan, during his First Ken
tucky Raid and his Last Kentucky Raid (June 1–12,
1864), and both times men shouldered their arms.

But the greatest test of the sentiment of Northern
Kentucky residents was during Heth's invasion of
Boone and Kenton counties, a coordinated part of
Confederate general Braxton Bragg's full-scale in
vasion of Kentucky in 1862. On August 30, 1862,
Gen. Edmund Kirby Smith's Confederate army,
which had come from Tennessee and was planning
to link up with Bragg's force, routed the Union
army defending Kentucky and on September 2 oc
cupied Lexington. Kirby Smith could have at
tacked Louisville, but instead he sent General Heth

and 8,000 men to threaten Northern Kentucky
and Cincinnati.

“Are we threatened?” people asked, and the Cin
cinnati Commercial answered that the threat was

very serious: “Remember that your firesides, your
wives, and little ones, your honor, are in danger." It
was true; Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati—one
of the top five industrial cities in the North—lay
open to attack, with only a few regiments and inde
pendent companies for defense. Kirby Smith and
Heth knew this, and, receiving reports of panic in
Cincinnati, Heth started on September 6 and
marched slowly, moving only 20 to 25 miles per day.
Gen. Horatio G. Wright, commander of the
Department of Ohio, and his staff escorted Ken
tucky governor James Robinson (1862–1863) and
the state legislature from Frankfort to Louisville.
Wright hastily appointed General Wallace to orga
nize the militia to defend Cincinnati. Wallace met

with the mayors of Cincinnati, Newport, and Cov
ington and secured their full support. He declared
martial law on September 2 and, with the slogan
“Citizens for Labor, Soldiers for Battle," rallied the

community to restore and construct the eight-mile
defensive line of entrenchments south of Newport
and Covington. Business was suspended and men,
women, and children united in a great effort of
homeland security. Women in Newport furnished
the temporary military hospital on York St. and
served as nurses. Atone point 34 soldiers were treated
for illness. The Cincinnati Black Brigade cleared for
ests and built military roads, erecting batteries and
rifle pits (see Civil War Fortifications).
Wallace told his aides that if the Confederates

gave him one week, he would be ready. They did,
and he was prepared. Kirby Smith should have or
dered the offensive on September 2, the day he oc
cupied Lexington, and Heth should have marched
more speedily. By the time his scouts arrived south
of Fort Mitchel (modern-day Fort Mitchell) on
September 9, Wallace's fortification line was com
plete. Wright had returned from Louisville to his
headquarters in Cincinnati on September 4 and
had gathered about 22,000 regular Union soldiers.
Wallace and Governor David Tod of Ohio and
Governor Oliver P. Morton of Indiana had called

out about 50,000 state militia troops.
Heth and his staff arrived on the morning of
September 10 and halted before a farmhouse on
the Lexington Pk., a short distance south of Fort
Mitchel. They dismounted, and Heth climbed to
the top of the house and with his field glasses re
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connoitered Wallace's defensive line while his staff

erate retreat. Ohio Governor David Tod sent a

lounged around in the front yard, reading the
Cincinnati newspapers. On the parapet of Fort
Mitchel, below the American flag, stood a small of
ficer with a broad-brimmed hat, looking back at
Heth with his field glasses. It was General Wallace,
and he observed his adversary at such close range
that Wallace's artillery officer requested permis

message to U.S. secretary of war William Stanton
commending the militia and crediting the civil
ians with the decisive role. “This uprising of the
people is the cause of the retreat," he wrote. “You
should acknowledge publicly their gallant conduct."
Northern Kentucky citizens celebrated the end
of the war with enthusiasm on Friday, April 14,
1865. Mayor R. B. McCrackin of Newport re
quested that all citizens suspend business and dec
orate homes and businesses with flags “in honor of
the glorious victories of the Federal arms over the
enemy." In Covington and Newport, all the bells
rang and cannons fired at morning, noon, and
night. Covington had a general illumination after
dark and bonfires in the streets. Both cities spon
sored worship services in all churches at 10:30 a.m.
Nothing was scheduled in the afternoon so that
Northern Kentuckians could attend the grand
procession of veterans in Cincinnati at 2:00 p.m.
The Covington Fire Department participated in
the parade with its elaborately decorated steam fire
engine, named U.S. Grant.
The next day news came of Lincoln's assassina
tion. Covington and Newport prepared public
commemorations for Wednesday, April 19, the day

sion to fire. “I forbade it," Wallace recalled. “There
were women and children under the roof; but, if

that were not enough, good policy, as it appeared to
me, demanded that the enemy should be allowed
to see from a distance all he could of what he had to

go against."
Heth left the house and rode back and forth in
front of Fort Mitchel. As far as he could see, the

hillsbristled with heavy artillery and rifle pits con
nected with newly thrown up breastworks of dirt
and logs. All along the line the trees were newly cut
in a swath of about 2,000 yards. Among the stumps
were tangled limbs and tops designed as abatis to
deter enemy infantry. The ground was streaked
where the logs had been dragged to the trenches.
Heth disguised scouts as farmers with produce
and sent them into Newport and Covington to in
vestigate whether the Union defenses were as real
as they appeared. The scouts reported that Wallace
had an ideal defensive position connected with
military roads and pontoon bridges across the
Ohio River and the Licking River. After the war,
Whitelaw Reid, an astute and famous war corre

spondent, wrote that the fortifications made Cin
cinnati "one of the strongest fortified cities in the
Union." Reid's evaluation took into account addi
tional construction and armament that occurred

after September 1862, but Heth's scouts reported
that Wallace's position was very strong.
Heth dispatched a courier on a fast horse to
Lexington with the report that the enemy was in
force behind breastworks with heavy artillery.
Kirby Smith attempted to reinforce Heth but, find
ing it impossible, ordered Heth to withdraw with
out attacking. In picket skirmishing, which went
on all day on September 11, 4 Union men were
killed and 3 wounded. On the Confederate side, 2

soldiers were wounded and 16 captured. While a

forest was being cleared in Campbell Co., a falling
tree had killed Joseph Johns, a member of the Black
Brigade. During the night of September 11, Heth
withdrew toward Lexington. Correspondence be
tween Kirby Smith and Heth in the Official Rec
ords indicates that they meant to capture Coving
ton, Newport, and Cincinnati. In a conversation in
Cincinnatia few years after the war, Heth hinted to
Wallace that he had intended to take Cincinnati

and threaten to allow his men to sack it unless city
officials paid a ransom of $15 million. As soon as
Kirby Smith called off the attack, he ordered John
Hunt Morgan to "proceed without delay with all of
your cavalry that can be collected" and march to
ward Northern Kentucky to meet with Heth on his
withdrawal and discuss “the advisability of mak
ing an expedition into the State of Ohio with your
command." Morgan sent six companies under
John Hutcheson, and they marched to Walton and
united with Heth's division, screening the Confed

of Lincoln's funeral in the White House. Both cit

ies cooperated with the request of Kentucky gover
nor Thomas Bramlette (1863–1867) to suspend
business. Thebells were tolled and Covington held
a worship service at noon at the First Baptist
Church on Fourth St. Newport had a very large
meeting at the courthouse square at 2:00 p.m. Fol
lowing an opening prayer, the Newport Barracks
band played a sorrowful dirge and several digni
taries spoke, including Judge William Dickson,
former colonel of the Black Brigade. In victory and
in mourning, most Northern Kentuckians identi
fied with Lincoln and his goals as they had during
the war.
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James A. Ramage
CIVIL WAR, CARROLL CO. Alarms, rumors,

and anxiety swept through the Ohio River coun
ties of Northern Kentucky in the months leading
up to the Civil War. In late 1860 a local militia of
about 50 men and boys, calling themselves the In
vincibles, was created at Hunter's Bottom in

Carroll Co. These young men included Capt. W. J.
Hoagland, 1st Lt. William H. Bradley, 2nd Lt.
Henry Spillman, and 3rd Lt. Jarrett Banks. They
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were organized as part of Simon Bolivar Buckner's
Kentucky State Guards. Brothers Harvey, George,
and Clinton Conway were among the privates.
Within months, Buckner, who rejected a commis
sion in the Union Army to become a Confederate

brigadier general, had taken most of the Ken
tucky Guards and their arms and equipment into
the Confederacy. From the Invincibles,8 men went
into the Union Army and 16 to the Confederates.
Many of the boys from Hunter's Bottom eventually

joined Col. Henry L. Giltner's 4th Kentucky Cav
alry, CSA. In September 1861 a number of men
from Carroll Co., including Moses T. Pryor and his
brothers-in-law Gideon B. Giltner and Henry Liter
Giltner, rendezvoused with General Buckner and

the Confederates at Camp Boone. Almost immedi
ately, Gen. Humphrey Marshall appointed Henry
L. Giltner as his aide-de-camp.
In summer 1862, as Maj. Gen. Don Carlos Buell
of the Union chased Gen. Braxton Bragg of the
Confederacy from Tennessee into Kentucky, the
Confederates were mounting a major recruiting
drive in Central Kentucky. Col. (later Gen.) John
Hunt Morgan, commander of the 2nd Kentucky
Cavalry, CSA, and Gen. Kirby Smith, among oth
ers, were convinced that thousands of Kentuckians

around the bluegrass would swarm to the Confed
erate CauSe.

Meanwhile, Union troops were being deployed
and trained in Kentucky, and Union Home Guards
were being equipped. This development led to a
number of skirmishes in the lower regions of the
Kentucky River. From June 20 to 23, 1862, Confed
erates were sighted in Owen Co., and on August 31
a skirmish took place near Monterey along the
Kentucky River. Carroll Co. was full of news and
rumors.

In July 1862 Henry L. Giltner, previously the
sheriff of Carroll Co. and now a CSA colonel, and

captains Moses T. Pryor, Nathan Parker of Bed
ford, Peter Everett of Montgomery, and 16 other
officers sought additional Confederate troops, es
pecially for the cavalry. Although the overwhelm
ing sentiment in rural Carroll Co. was in favor of
the Confederacy, the CSA recruiters found a sub
stantial number of entrenched Union forces in the

region. They were part of the Union troop posi
tioned along the Ohio River in defense of General
Bragg's incursion.
On September 17 Giltner, astride his dapple
gray warhorse Billy, led about 100 Confederate
cavalrymen into Carrollton. In an act of retaliation

the sweep across to Lawrenceburg, Ind., and back
to Perryville in Central Kentucky that culminated

William Marvel's estimate that only 5 were killed
and certainly no more than a dozen, to the Na

October 8, 1862.

tional Park Service claim that 35 members of the

Between October 15 and October 20, Union

5th USCC were killed in action. A more recent

forces swept through the Northern Kentucky re
gion, and the newly recruited Confederatesheaded
inland to join with Gen. Humphrey Marshall in
preparation for the Battle of Perryville. According
to the muster lists, the 4th Kentucky Cavalry, CSA,
began with 900 men in total. Many of the Carroll
Co. men were in Company F and came from Car
rollton, Eagle Station, Ghent, Hunter's Bottom,

study by Thomas Mays and other researchers con
cluded that upwards of 50 of the 400 men of the

Jordan, Mill Creek, Worthville, Prestonville, Sand
ers, and White's Run.

The new cavalry unit was placed under the De
partment of East Tennessee; later the 4th Kentucky
Cavalry, CSA, was placed under the Department
of Western Virginia and East Tennessee. The field
officers were Col. Henry L. Giltner, Lt. Col. Moses
T. Pryor, and Maj. Nathan Parker. The unit saw
substantial action in eastern Tennessee and par
ticipated in various raids into Eastern Kentucky.
One of the high points of the unit's combat oc
curred November 10, 1863, when Confederate cav

alry units under Col. Henry L. Giltner, as com
mander of the Confederate 2nd Cavalry Brigade,
captured 550 prisoners, 30 wagons of military and
commissary equipment, four brass 6-pounder
James guns, and a large number of horses and arms
belonging to the 2nd East Tennessee Mounted In
fantry, the 7th Ohio Cavalry, and Phillips's battery
at Big Creek in Tennessee. Among the Confederate
officers singled out and complimented in Giltner's
field report on the engagement were Lt. Col. Trim
ble of the 10th Kentucky Cavalry and Major Parker
of the 4th Kentucky Cavalry.
In June 1864 Giltner's forces participated in
Gen. John Hunt Morgan's "Last Raid" through
Kentucky, including the battles at Mount Sterling
and Cynthiana, and they proved themselves battle
hardened campaigners in spite of the Confederate
losses. The death of General Morgan (September 4,
1864, at Greeneville, Tenn.) affected many of the
men in the 4th Kentucky Cavalry, CSA.

forces in Lee, Scott, Russell and Wise counties in

Virginia on February 16, 1865; the surrender at
Appomattox Courthouse in Virginia took place
on April 9, 1865, and the 4th Kentucky Cavalry,
CSA, returned to Kentucky and surrendered at
Mount Sterling on April 30, 1865. Most of the men
from Carroll Co. returned home. Henry Giltner
became a merchant at Milton, Ky., but by 1880 he
had moved to Tennessee. During the next few de
cades, the legend of Gen. John Hunt Morgan's 2nd
Kentucky Cavalry, CSA, and Henry Giltner's 4th
Kentucky Cavalry, CSA, merged somewhat and
became much romanticized.

Several strong Unionist families lived in Car
rollton. In an interesting dispatch dated September
14, 1862, a letter from Unionists in Carrollton to

Capt. Joseph H. Williams, commander of the gun
boat Cottage was quoted in the Cincinnati Daily
Commercial: “Respected Sir–Please accept these
refreshments from the undersigned Union ladies,
with our many thanks to you and your command
for your timely protection; and we remain, respect
fully, your obliged friends, Mrs. Mary D. Nely, Mrs.
H. Hamilton, Mrs. F. Rabb, Mrs. S. McClure.”

Among the merchants at Carrollton were a
number of Northerners: Theoderick Fisher from

New Hampshire; Peter C. Adams, B. B. Bennett,
Henry Gilbert, W. H. Swain, and John W. White
from Massachusetts; Lyman Martin, James T.
Root, and William Root from Connecticut; John
D. Ames,Samuel Ball, and John W. Root from New

Giltner and his cavalry regiments would have
achieved high praise. However, in October 1864
Col. Henry Giltner, as commanding officer of the
7th Battalion Confederate Cavalry, was ordered to

York; Theophilus Reed and Joseph Vance from
New Jersey; and James Robb and his son David
Robb, who was a cadet at West Point Military
Academy in New York.

defend the salt and lead mines and the East Ten

In addition, a number of Carroll Co. men

nessee and Virginia Railroad. Thus, the Kentucki
ans became enmeshed in one of the most despica

served in the 13th Kentucky Volunteer Infantry,
Union. Officers from Carroll Co. in that regiment
included Capt. Albert M. Jett; 2nd Lt. Charles Mc
Cracken; Capt. P. Gilbert Fisher, who was dis
missed January 5, 1863; and 1st Lt. William L. Lee,
who was killed in action on April 28, 1862. All of

for the recent arrest of rebel leaders “Thomas; Du

ble acts of the Civil War, the deliberate massacre of

wounded and captured Negro troops of the 5th
U.S. Colored Cavalry (USCC) at Saltville, Va. Al
though chiefly undisciplined cavalrymen con
ducted the atrocities, several Kentucky officers, in
cluding Capt. Edward O. Guerrant, failed to halt
the killings. At one point George Dallas Mos
grove, ofCarroll Co., who wrote the Kentucky 4th
Cavalry's regimental history, although present,
failed to prevent the murder of captured black sol
diers inside a cabin. Eyewitnesses from the Union
12th Ohio and the 11th Michigan attested to the
massacres. Reports of the number of black soldiers
slaughtered vary wildly, from New South historian

Confederate cavalrymen seized the courthouse;
tore down Union flags and hoisted the Confeder
ate flag; arrested a number of citizens, including
Charles Emery, R. H. Jett, and Monticue T. Mc
Clure; and hunted unsuccessfully for the provost
marshal, Benjamin E. Archer. A number of Union
supporters had already fled across the Ohio River
to Indiana. The Cincinnati Daily Commercial
claimed that the Carrollton raid was backed up by
1,200 CSA troops nearby, but that assertion may
have referred to CSA cavalry activities relating to

series of murders of Union soldiers and civilians

during 1861–1865, including his taking five
wounded USCC soldiers from the Union surgeon
at Saltville and murdering them.
In the fading days of the Civil War, Colonel
Giltner was given supreme command of CSA

Had the war ended in the summer of 1864,

gan, Southgate [probably William, John, or James
Southard], and Barnum [Edwin Burnham]," the

5th USCC were killed. After the Civil War, CSA

guerilla leader Champ Ferguson was hanged for a

these officers were from Carrollton. Carroll Co.
men also served in Louisville-raised and southern

Indiana Union units as well, but the muster lists
are inconclusive.

Throughout the war, small detachments of
Union naval forces patrolled the Ohio River and
stopped at Carrollton occasionally. Once the west
ern Ohio and Mississippi river campaigns began,
most of the inland Union Navy was engaged
around Vicksburg, Miss., and New Orleans. The
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Union received most of the news and information

along the Ohio River from friendly steamboat cap
tains such as Captain Hildreth of Switzerland Co.,
Ind., who manned the Florence and reported reg
ularly in Cincinnati. It has been claimed that Abra
ham Lincoln stopped at Hildreth's house between
Lamb and Vevay, Ind., during his 1864 presidential
campaign.
The Union Army posted troops at Carrollton
during the Civil War. Many residents, particularly
in the surrounding rural area, saw these troops as
enemies occupying their land. The Union officers
and men, in turn, felt that enemies and spies sur
rounded them. At Carrollton in 1862 the officers

irritated local legend Gen. William O. Butler,
who had declared neutrality before the war began.
Men and horses from the Union Army were posted
in the Presbyterian Church, Butler's home congre
gation, and the local lore claims that much damage
was done to the building and grounds.
Whatever neutrality or pro-Union sentiment
was apparent among the white citizens of Carroll
Co. disintegrated quickly with the Emancipation
Proclamation in January 1863 and the subsequent
arrival of African American troops in Kentucky.
Around August 22, 1864, a U.S. Colored Troop
(USCT) squad, posted at Ghent, Ky., to protect re
cruiters for the 5th U.S. Colored Cavalry, arrested
James Southard, a leading Confederate advocate
and local ferryman. He owned land along the Ohio
River that formed the Ghent landing. Southard's
brother notified Col. George Jesse in Henry Co.,
Ky., that James Southard had been taken by USCT
troops. Jesse's hardened remnants of Morgan's last
Kentucky raid quickly routed the raw recruits of
the 117th USCT (see Gex Landing Incident).
There were rumors, fed by Louisville-based Union
officers and a Union-friendly newspaper, that an
other Saltville-like incident had occurred, a massa

cre of Negro troops. The record was set straight
only after Colonel Jessereleased the captured USCT
officer and men at Owenton the next month.

With few exceptions, after the war the Confed
erate soldiers returned to Carroll Co. and gradu
ally took positions of political power and civic re
sponsibility. By 1880 most leadership positions in
church and state were held by former CSA soldiers.
Each funeral of a Confederate veteran called forth

marches or honor guards in full regalia, promi
nently chronicled in the Carrollton Democrat. A
succession offormer CSA officers were elected Ken

tucky governors, including Simon Bolivar Buckner
(1887–1891).

A Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) Post
(No. 78) was established at Carrollton and named

the William L. Lee post after the Carrollton native
who had died in 1862 with the Union's 13th Ken

tucky Infantry at Bowling Green. The Carrollton
GAR Post had five members who attended the

1895 state GAR convention: W. M. Bowling, J. G.
Bunton, A. C. Jones, j. T. Lewis, and A. N. Jett, who
was listed as commander. In 1889 the Carrollton

post had 17 members, and in 1906, 13.
Carrollton Democrat, May 24, 1884.
CDC, September 14, 19, 1862.
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Colonel Whittlesey appears to have gone
straight to work with good effect. A few days after
his arrival, Whittlesey learned that a company of
Confederate Eagle Home Guards was camped
along Eagle Creek near Sanders. He dispatched
Company B of the 20th Ohio Mounted Cavalry to

take the Confederate Guards into custody. The
Confederates eluded the Union cavalry, but the
Union forces captured a substantial cache of arma
ments, including a six-pound cannon that had
been taken from the British during the Battle of
Thames (see War of 1812). The Confederates had

been camped on the property of Capt. G. Wash
ington Sanders, a prominent local landholder and
mill operator. Captain Sanders later presented
himself in Warsaw and swore an oath of allegiance
to the United States, thus absolving himself of sup
port for the Confederate cause.

CIVIL WAR, GALLATIN CO. The Civil War

The Louisville Journal, under the headline"The

in Gallatin Co. was marked by divided loyalties
and bitterness within the local population, punc
tuated by outbreaks of bloody violence. Early in
the war, the county was occupied by rival bands of

Affairs in Warsaw,” reported later that four promi

Union Home Guards and Secessionists, who were

known as the Eagle Home Guards.
On the night of September 25, 1861, a band of
about 50 mounted Confederate guerillas invaded
Warsaw, breaking into the armory on the court
house square. While in the process of plundering
the arsenal, they were surprised by Union Army
regulars. In the ensuing firefight, one Union sol
dier was wounded and one Confederate raider

(George McCandlass, a Gallatin Co. native) was
killed. In October 1861, it was reported by the
Frankfort Commonwealth that Union men in the
Warsaw area had recently been subjected to attacks
by an aggressive group of Secessionists led by
one Luther Green. A Union volunteer company of
some 20 men organized by Capt. Jonathon Howe,
who operated a store at the mouth of Sugar Creek
in Gallatin Co., made contact with the Confeder

ate party, which numbered close to 40, routing
them and killing two of the Confederate soldiers.
Green was captured and sent by steamboat into in
ternment at Cincinnati.

In December 1861 a delegation of Warsaw
Union loyalists called upon Union general Melanc
thon Smith Wade at Camp Dennison just east of
Cincinnati, seeking protection. They reported that
there had been three recent attacks on the town by
armed Confederates resulting in civilian deaths
and that the local situation approached anarchy.
As they related it, the general populace favored the
Union by a narrow margin, but the Confederates
were more organized and aggressive.
In response, Col. Charles Whittlesey was
dispatched to the area with four companies of
the 20th Ohio Mounted Cavalry. He arrived on
Christmas Day 1861, establishing headquarters in
the Christian Church (later the United Methodist
Church) at First and Main Sts. in Warsaw. This site

nent elected officials from Gallatin Co. had been

taken prisoner by Whittlesey's command and in
carcerated in Cincinnati. The prisoners included
Lorenzo Graves, judge of the County Court; Hiram
Baldwin, clerk of the court; Dr. A. B. Chambers, a

member of the state legislature; and an unnamed
fourth citizen. It was reported that Chambers took
particular umbrage at “the invasion of the sacred
soil of Warsaw" by the Union Army and threatened
to burn the town unless the “Lincoln hirelings"im
mediately evacuated it.
Despite these and other efforts, in late 1862
Whittlesey asked to be relieved of his assignment
in Warsaw. In an article entitled "An Episode in
the Rebellion,” printed in 1885 in the Magazine of
Western History, Whittlesey was quoted as say

ing, "My position was becoming so ineffectual to
protect Union men, and uncomfortable to myself,
that I applied to be relieved from that duty." He at
tributed this decline in civil decorum to the soft

ening of his orders by his new commander, Gen.
Don Carlos Buell. He believed Buell to be overly
sympathetic toward the Confederates. Whittlesey's
request was granted and his command was trans
ferred to the Southern Theater. The 45th Kentucky
Mounted Cavalry replaced the unit from Ohio.
In 1863 a local physician and druggist, Cyrus
W. Farris, was appointed assistant provost marshal
for the county and charged with the maintenance
of law and order. He was given the assistance of the
federal troops stationed locally. Farris's efforts
spawned considerable animosity. A bitter feud with
the Southern-sympathizing Morrow family en
sued when John J. Morrow and an associate were

killed in a firefight with men under Farris's com
mand. Following the war, Farris removed himself
from his threatened situation locally by procuring
a position as U.S. mail agent aboard the Ohio River
steamer the General Buell. On September 20,
1866, while delivering mail, he was arrested atgun
point in Ghent by one of the Morrows and two

was dubbed Camp Burbank. Until the war ended,
federal troops were stationed periodically there.
Warsaw became the headquarters for counterguer
rilla activity in Boone, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant,

others, all former members of John Hunt Mor

and Owen counties.

ris from his difficulty. However, after the General

gan's Confederate Raiders. Farris was charged
with the murder of John J. Morrow. Crewmen of
the steamer armed themselves and extricated Far
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Buell put in upriver at its next stop, Warsaw, it was

met by the Gallatin Co. sheriff and three deputies

successfully built nine fortifications in Kentucky
(eight cannon batteries and Fort Mitchel) during

to the originaleight defensive fortifications, build
ing a series of cannon batteries, rifle trenches, and
connecting roads, just outside the city limits of
Covington and Newport. Construction crews in
cluded the Black Brigade, the first organized use of

who had a warrant for Farris's arrest. The warrant

the fall and winter of 1861. On the Cincinnati side

was executed and Farris was incarcerated in the

of the Ohio River, he used the natural setting of

Gallatin Co.jail.Col. John J. Landrum (arenowned

steep-sided hills to place several gun platforms on

local attorney, a state legislator, and a Union mili
tary officer during the Mexican War and the Civil
War)and Henry J. Abbett had the case transferred

Price Hill and Mount Adams. Whittlesey's origi
nal plan called for the construction of 17 military

free African Americans in the Civil War.

fortifications. However, because action on other

ments, the defensive line deterred a Confederate

to federal court, where Farris was exonerated. The

military fronts required the attention of the engi
neers, only the first 9 installations were completed
initially. Fort Mitchel, Battery Coombs (called
Ludlow Hill Battery in 1861), Battery Riggs (not
used after 1862), Battery Hooper (called Battery
Kyle in 1861; name changed later to Battery
Hooper), Battery Burnet (called Quarry Battery in
1861), Battery Larz Anderson (called Tunnel Bat
tery in 1861), Battery Holt (called Three-Mile Creek
or Stuart Battery in 1861), Battery Shaler, and Bat
tery Phil Kearny (called Beechwoods Battery in
1861). Holt, Shaler, and Kearny Batteries are in
Campbell Co.; the remaining ones are in Kenton
Co. A small allotment of artillery and a detach
ment of regular soldiers were stationed at Camp
King (the site of modern Menken Field, between
Latonia and Covington along the Licking River).
They kept the cannons in repair, drilled, and vis
ited the fortifications daily. A separate detachment
camped at Fort Mitchel until late summer of 1862.

advance into Northern Kentucky long enough for

sheriff and the deputies who arrested him later
were indicted by a federal grand jury for interfer

ing with the U.S. mail. In 1868 Farris was killed in
the calamitous collision of the steamers the United
States and the America on the Ohio River near
Warsaw.

Other bloody skirmishes during the war were
reported in eastern Gallatin Co. near Sugar Creek
and in the far western region of the county in the
area once known as Gex, on property later occu
pied by the Gallatin Steel Company. The event at

Gex occurred in August 1864 and involved the
117th Colored Regiment, which had come to
Ghent to recruit local African Americans (see Gex

Landing Incident).
There was also a report in the Warsaw Inde
pendent that a blacksmith living on Sugar Creek
named John Edwards, age 47, was murdered by
Confederate guerillas in 1863, leaving a widow and
eight children. Anticipating trouble, he had buried
all of his paper money ($75) in a bottle. In 1885

rooting hogs unearthed the bottle. The cork had
rotted out and the currency was so wet and decom
posed as to be worthless.
Contemporaneous letters and memoirs also
indicate that locals believed that Confederate gen
eral Morgan had "spies" and agents at work in the
county during each of the raids he conducted into
Kentucky.

In the summer of 1862, Confederate forces had

marched into Kentucky intending to take over the
state and possibly capture Cincinnati and Louis
ville. By late August, after the Confederates won at
the battle of Richmond, the Kentucky state gov
ernment fled to Louisville. Gen. Horatio G. Wright,
commander of the Union Department of the Ohio,
ordered Gen. Lew Wallace to Cincinnati in late

August 1862 to organize a defense against the an
ticipated Confederate attack from inside Kentucky.
Within a week, Wallace declared martial law in
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2003.
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Cincinnati, Covington, and Newport.
Wallace placed Capt. James H. Simpson, of the
U.S. Engineers, in charge of preparing the defen
sive fortifications. Simpson requested the assis
tance of Colonel Whittlesey. Whittlesey had re
cently retired from military service but returned to
aid Simpson. In a few weeks, work brigades added

Steve Huddleston
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Army's interest in protecting Cincinnati as a vital
riverport, transportation hub, and manufacturing
center began early in the Civil War. Gen. George
McClellan sent Lt. Orlando M. Poe, of the topo
graphical engineers, to Cincinnatiduring May and
June 1861 to map the area for defensive purposes.
By September, Brig. Gen. Ormsby M. Mitchelas
signed Col. Charles W. Whittlesey to organize
and construct a fortification system in Northern
Kentucky to protect the southern approaches to
Cincinnati. When Whittlesey arrived in the region
on September 23, 1861, he carefully chose the loca
tions of his first series of fortifications. They were
spaced across the ridgetops from what is today
Ludlow on the west to Fort Thomas on the east, fo.

cusing on vulnerable roads and valleys. Whittlesey

Fort Mitchel.

Manned by a large number of volunteer regi

other Union forces to threaten the invaders from

the south. At least 8,000 Confederate troops, un
der the direction of Gen. Henry Heth, advanced to
within sight of Fort Mitchel in Kenton Co. Pro
ceeding north along U.S. 25 (the Dixie Highway,
or the Covington and Lexington Turnpike),
they then stopped and waited. Scouting reports
told Heth of the impressive string offortifications,
artillery, over 50,000 inexperienced militia and

home guard troops, and at least 20,000 veteran sol
diers ahead. The standoff took place September
10–12, 1862. On September 10, near Fort Mitchel,
a skirmish between the 104th Ohio Infantry and
the Confederates resulted in the death of four
Union soldiers. The Confederate command soon

realized they were vastly outnumbered. Union
troop movements in Central Kentucky hastened
their withdrawal. Harassed by Union cavalry, Heth
and his troops withdrew southward, ending up at
the Battle of Perryville in early October 1862. As a
result of that battle, the Confederate army with

drew from Kentucky. Confederate general John
Hunt Morgan continued to conduct cavalry raids
throughout the state into 1864, but the Confeder.
ates never returned in force, and Kentucky re
maineda Union-controlled state.

After the end of the invasion emergency, Cap
tain Simpson worked through the winter of 1862
and through the summer of 1863 to complete the
fortification system, bringingitup to military spec
ifications. General Morganandanumber of smaller
renegade bands of rebel soldiers continued to ride
through Kentucky for the rest of the war, necessi
tating the manning of the forts.
Several major forts, such as Fort Wright, were
not constructed until 1863. However, all were up
graded or finished by the fall of 1863. The fortifi
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cations were periodically visited and upgraded
throughout the remainder of the war. By then a
colonel, Simpson remained in command of the
fortifications. During 1864 he tried repeatedly to
get additional troops to help guard the earthworks.
He had more than 80 large guns at 25 locations but
less than 120 men under his command. Local citi

zens wrote letters to him requesting more troops,
as renegades and small groups of pro-Southern
soldiers were occasionally looting in the area. The
citizens felt that the presence of more Union troops
would make the forts more of a deterrent. Because

of war efforts in the East, no artillery troops could
be sent to the region. Simpson was only able to find
some convalescent soldiers to support his small
garrison.
Simpson's final report on the forts was in May
1865. He found the forts to be in fair condition,

except for Fort Whittlesey (in modern Fort
Thomas), but he did not explain further. The full
complement of artillery guns was still on hand, ap
parently not needed elsewhere during the winter of
1864–1865. Later, Simpson sent the artillery pieces
to Pittsburgh and turned the land where the forti

Battery Bates is a large epaulement situated on a

hilltop in Devou Park. (An epaulement is an open,
three-sided earthwork with one long and two short
sides.) In 1864 the Union Army named the battery for
Brig. Gen. Joshua H. Bates, retired, who organized
Ohio Volunteers for the September 1862 invasion cri
sis. The informal name of the battery is unknown. The
battery is in fair condition and may be the most intact
of the remaining earthworks. Excavations by the
Behringer-Crawford Museum during the 1980s
and 1990s documented a remnant of the interior re

vetment, or wood facing, that lined the interior of the
earthwork. The investigation determined that Battery
Bates was constructed solely of earth. The powder
permanent structural elements. Physical traces that
survive include the earthwork itself, the collapsed
powder magazine, rifle trenches, military road seg
ments, and an outer breastwork near the base of the
hill.

Battery Riggs (called “old battery" on 1862 maps)
was another of the 1861 batteries. However, during
the 1862 emergency, Battery Bates and Battery Perry
replaced Battery Riggs, which was located between
them. Its form and size are unknown, and its site off

features of the fortifications have remained hid

den. In the early 21st century, remnants of only six
or seven of the forts or batteries exist.

Sleepy Hollow Rd. (in modern-day Fort Wright) was

destroyed by construction by the early 1980s.
Battery Perry was an epaulement with a powder
magazine centered behind the battery. It was named
for A. F. Perry of Cincinnati, an agent who helped or
ganized the local labor force in 1862. In the early
1980s, the Battery Perry site included a low embank.
ment wall and the remains of an earth-covered pow
der magazine. Rifle trenches were visible to the north
along the ridgetop. Battery Perry was very similar to
Battery Bates in size and layout, except that the pow

der magazine was centered behind the earthwork at
the Perry site. Battery Perry was destroyed by Fischer
Homes for its Glengarry subdivision development
in 2003.

Each battery or fort is briefly described below.
All the fortifications were officially named in a
Union Army order dated in 1864. Before that,
many were known by informal names based on the
names of landowners, topographic, or other local
features. Name changes were common.
Battery J. L. K. Smith was located somewhere in
the Ludlow-Bromley area. An earthwork, with two
sides and an open rear, it was built in early 1862 as part

of the emergency construction undertaken. Later, the
Union Army named this battery for Col. J. L. Kirby
Smith, of the 43rd Ohio Volunteers, who died at the

Battle of Corinth, Miss. Its approximate vicinity is
now in a residential development, and no trace of any
artificial landforms remains.

Battery Coombs, one of the eight fortifications
built in 1861, was originally known as the Ludlow Hill
Battery. The Union officially named it after Gen. Les
lie Coombs, a Kentucky native who fought in the War
of 1812. It is an irregular ditch-and-bank earthwork
on the northwest side of a hill above Ludlow, now part
of Devou Park. Evidence still visible in the park in
cludes rifle trenches, segments of the old military
road, traces of the ditch, and the bank portion of the
battery.

Mitchel installation remains in the sweeping drive
way that curves up the hill from the Dixie Highway to
the house. The driveway follows the same path as the
military road access to the fort.

Battery Kyle (not to be confused with the original
name of Battery Hooper), a two-sided earthwork with
small additional embankments and a powder maga
zine, had been constructed in the yard of the Kyle
family home, on the south side of Kyle's Ln., near its
intersection with the Covington and Lexington Turn
pike. In recent times, landowners and highway con
struction destroyed the battery. Residents in Fort
Wright reported that one owner had leveled part of
the earthwork because it stood between the owner's

magazine contained no stone foundations or other

fications had been erected back to the landowners.

The only compensation offered to these owners
was the right to salvage any usable items left be
hind. After 1865 the fortification line became part
of local war legends or fell into obscurity. Many of
the forts and batteries endured relatively intact
into the 20th century until building development
began to move outward in the counties involved.
Older citizens have reported that, as children dur
ing the first two decades of the 20th century, they
played on many of these military earthworks. Resi
dential development quickly claimed the fortifica
tions situated on broadhilltops, whilesome smaller
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Fort Mitchel was a fully bastioned fort, situated

on a hilltop just west of the Covington and Lexington
Turnpike. Construction began in 1861, but the fort
did not reach its final form until 1863. It was named

for Gen. Ormsby M. Mitchel, who was in command
when construction began in 1861. Mitchel died Octo
ber 30, 1862, at Beaufort, S.C. The fort sat forward (to

the south) of the main line of cannon batteries. De

signed to protect the approach from the south along
the turnpike, the fort lay west of a curve in the turn
pike, providing an unobstructed view over a wide ex
panse of farmland. It was built of a combination of
earthen walls and wood revetment and contained at

least 17 artillery pieces, including 24- and 32-pound
cannon. Fort Mitchel was the site of the only skirmish
along the fortification line during the September
10–12, 1862, standoff between the Union defenders

and the Confederate general Heth's forces. The fort
was abandoned by the Union Army at the end of the

house and Kyle's Ln. Final destruction occurred dur
ing construction of I-75 in the early 1960s, as it stood
directly in the road's path.

Battery McCrae was designed as an earthwork
with one long and one short side. The Union Army
named it for Capt. Alexander McCrae, of the 3rd U.S.
Cavalry, who was killed February 21, 1862, at the Bat

tle of Valberde, N.M. The engineering maps of the
time placed the battery east of the turnpike and north
of Battery Kyle. Conflicting stories about its location
exist and have not been resolved owing to residential
development and the construction of I-75. Reports
that the battery was on the grounds of St. Joseph
Heights, the convent of the Sisters of Notre Dame,
were tested in the 1980s by the Behringer-Crawford
Museum. The site near St. Joseph Heights is situated
approximately 2,100 feet east of the intersection of
Kyle's Ln. and the Dixie Highway, on the east side of
the highway. Research in the 1980s documented an
earthwork in a wooded area just south of St. Joseph
Heights and not actually on the property. The loca
tion was destroyed during commercial development,
but it may have been the site of Battery McCrae. Other
reports placed the battery in a housing subdivision

along Kyle's Ln., a location that was destroyed earlier
by the housing subdivisions built during the post
World War II buildingboom.
Fort Wright was a hexagonal redoubt, its interior

crest approximately 619 feet in diameter. This large
fortification was planned and built in 1863, after the

1862 emergency had ended. It sat forward of the main
line of the fortification system and looked over two
access roads (modern Highland Pk, and Kyle's Ln.)
that led down to what became Ky. Rt. 17. The Union
Army named the fort in honor of Maj. Gen. Horatio

G. Wright of the U.S. Engineers, who was in com
mand of the Union Army Department of the Ohio.

Fort Wright was situated near the original intersec
tion of Kyle's Ln. and Highland Pk. Both roads at this
spot have been altered by modern construction. The
fortification site stood vacant until the 1980s. Older

residents remembered playing at the site as children.
Time and earthmoving activities over the years have
obscured the actual location of the walls. The Fort

Wright city building stands nearby today.

war, as were all of the other local fortifications. The

Fort Mitchel site was destroyed during the early 20th
century by the construction of a large house on the
property. No oral history survives describing the con
dition of this major fort during the latter part of the
19th or early 20th century. The only trace of the Fort

Battery Hooper, situated at the edge of a ridge
that overlooks Highland Pk, and agap in the hills that
overlooks the Licking River valley, was built in 1861.
Battery Carlisle was located on a ridgetop east of
Highland Pk and north of Kyle's Ln, on property
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now owned by the St. Charles Care Center. The
battery, an epaulement with three sides, was named
after George Carlisle, a resident of Cincinnati who
gave money for construction of the fortifications. No
evidence of the earthwork was found during a walk
over and survey of the property. An older area resi
dent claimed that the earthwork had been destroyed
during construction of additional buildings at the
care center in recent years.

Battery Burbank was situated on a hilltop that
overlooks the Licking valley and the Three-L High
way (Ky. Rt. 17). It is a large earthwork with an addi
tional third wall at a right angle to the longside. It was
named after Lt. Col. Sidney Burbank, 2nd U.S. Infan
try, who was commandant of Cincinnati during Sep
tember 1862. A senior citizen retirement community
now stands there. Construction has lowered the hill

top by at least eight feet.

Battery Hatch is on a narrow ridgetop that extends
northward, parallel to Ky. Rt. 17 and the Licking River
valley, north of Battery Burbank. The ridge is very nar
row and the battery is found at the north end overlook

ing the Licking River valley. Battery Hatch was named
after George H. Hatch, the mayor of Cincinnati in Sep
tember 1862. The area between the earth mound (the
magazine) and the oblique V-shaped embankment was

lined with flagstones. Its configuration closely matches
the military drawings of other fortifications.
Fort Henry was not a fortification but a Coving
ton headquarters used by Maj. Gen. Lew Wallace.
Wallace's headquarters, referred to as Fort Henry,
were situated in the Thompson Winery (later known

Battery Wiggins was situated on the Campbell

1862. It was on the site of the Beverly Hills Supper

Co. side of the Licking River on a hilltop that over
looks the Ohio River Valley. Today, the hilltop ap

Club, which burned in 1977. It is unknown whether

pears as an isolated knoll because construction of Ky.
Rt. 9 cut through the ridge. Preparation of the hilltop
for development in the 1970s destroyed the earth

work. Built in 1862, it may not have been used again
after the invasion emergency, as no official drawing of
this earthwork has been found. It was officially named
for Samuel Wiggins of Cincinnati, who gave money
for the fortification system's construction in early
September 1862.
Battery Holt is situated on a hilltop in Wilder in
Campbell Co. that overlooks the intersection of
Moock Rd. and Ky. Rt. 9. Battery Holt was first con
structed in 1861 and was known variously as Three
Mile Creek Battery and Stuart Battery. Later, in 1864,
it was officially named for Col. Joseph Holt, judge ad
vocate general of the U.S. Army. Construction of a re
cent apartment complex has impacted the site. The
apartment complex's owner reached an agreement

club was built. The site has not been field checked. Al

though the property has not been developed or im
proved since the fire, access to the property is
restricted.

Fort Burnside was an enclosed redoubt begun in
1862 and completed in 1863. Located on high ground
overlooking U.S. 27, the redoubt was hexagonal in
shape and was reportedly 684 feet in diameter along
the interior crest. It was named after Maj. Gen. Am
brose E. Burnside, the previous commander of the
Department of the Ohio, Union Army. The site was
reported as destroyed as early as 1972.
Battery Phil Kearny, which dates to 1861, when it
was known as the Beechwoods Battery, was upgraded

in 1863. This battery, a modified redan with three
sides, was situated on the former property of the Sis
ters of the Good Shepherd in Campbell Co. The site is

on top of a steep hill overlooking U.S. 27. A subdivi
with local officials to preserve the battery and its im
mediate setting, so the fortification was isolated in a
small area of woods located near the manager's office.
The remainder of the ridgetop has been lowered at least

sion now occupies the top of the hill, which has been
severely graded and altered. The entrance road from

U.S. 27 is named Canon Ridge. No trace of Battery
Phil Kearny remains. It was named for Maj. Gen.

10 feet below the level of the battery, effectively remov
ing any evidence of activities to the rear of the earth

work. In its shape, the battery is unique among the
fortifications. It is circular in form, with an opening to
the rear where a powder magazine was constructed.
Battery McLean, located on the long ridge parallel
to the Licking River in Campbell Co., was destroyed

as the Benedictine Brothers Monte Casino Monas

in 1994–1995 by residential development. This was a

tery). This site is now a residential development.

lunette-shaped fortification built in 1862 and finished
in 1863. The Union Army officially named it for Maj.
Nathaniel H. McLean, assistant adjutant general of

Battery Buford was on a ridge that extends from
Fort Henry northward to a sharp bend in Ky. Rt. 17.

any remnant of the earthwork was left when the night

Philip Kearny, who was killed at the battle of Chan
tilly, Va., on September 1, 1862.

Fort Whittlesey (15Cp55) was situated on the west
side of present-day Fort Thomas Ave. It was located to
protect this road as it intersected with U.S. 27 south of
the site, which connected northern Campbell Co.
with Falmouth and Lexington. Construction was be
gun in 1862 and completed in 1863. This was a double
redoubt. Each section was square, and these were con
nected by a wood stockade. The Union Army named
the fort after Col. Charles Whittlesey, who had de

the U.S. Army.
where it becomes Madison Ave. in Covington. The
Union Army named this battery after Maj. Gen. John

Battery Harrison was a redan-shaped earthwork

Buford, assistant inspector general of the United

located on the hill overlooking the Licking River val

States. A housing development now stands there. Bat
tery Buford was built in 1863 during the upgrade of
the area's fortification line. It was a three-sided ep
aulement closed at its opening with a stockade fence.

ley, although its exact location has not been deter
mined. Today, these hills contain residential subdivi

Battery Burnet: Battery Burnet was north of Bat
tery Buford on the same ridgeline overlooking the
Licking River valley. First constructed during 1861, it
was then known as the Quarry Battery. It reportedly
had a powder magazine with a stone foundation,
probably similar to the one found at Battery Hooper.

The Union Army named this battery after Robert W.
Burnet, president of the Cincinnati Branch of the U.S.

Sanitary Commission during 1862. The battery, re
paired in 1863, no longer exists.

signed the first set of fortifications in 1861 and who
contributed to the 1862 emergency as a skilled engi
neer. An early-20th-century subdivision sits on the
site; however, small remnants of the earthwork are

still extant in the yards of these houses.

sions. It was built in 1862 and finished in 1863 and

was officially named for Lt. Montgomery Pike Harri
son, of the 5th U.S. Infantry.
Battery Shalerislocated in Evergreen Cemetery

off U.S. 27, in Campbell Co. Battery Shaler was built
in 1861 and apparently has been known as Battery
Shaler ever since. It included a three-sided epaule
ment and a redan-shaped advance breastwork.

Dr. Nathaniel B. Shaler was the property owner and
the physician in charge at Newport Barracks. The
earthwork, which is in good condition, was probably
reconstructed in the early 20th century. At that time,

Battery Lee was a small earthwork located on a
hilltop overlooking the Ohio River. Its location be
came part of the Fort Thomas Military Reserva
tion. It was built in 1863 and provided an overlook
to the Ohio River approach from upriver. The Union
Army named Battery Lee after R. W. Lee of Coving
ton, who, according to the official name list, had "ever
by his hospitality shown himself the Union soldier's
friend.”

Adams, Roger C. "Panic on the Ohio. The Defense of
Cincinnati, Covington, and Newport, September
1862,"JKS9 (September 1992): 80–98.

Battery Larz Anderson's actual location is dis

puted, but it apparently was near a sharp bend in
Madison Pk. that proceeded around the base of a large
hill and southbound out of Covington. This battery
was first built in 1861, and at that time it was known as

the Tunnel Battery. This would put it close to the old

railroad tunnel along Madison Pk. In any case, the
battery no longer exists. It had a lunette-shaped earth
work and was named after Larz Anderson of Cincin

nati, who gave money to the Union Army for con
struction of these fortifications.

the powder magazine was replaced with a large gazebo
commemorating war dead. A family mausoleum re
placed the small forward rampart. The larger earth
work is planted in lawn grass and well maintained.
Battery Groesbeck, no longer in existence, may
have served as an advance outwork of nearby Fort

Crawford, Kenneth. "Defense of Cincinnati and the

Legacy of William Hooper." NKH 12, no.2(Spring
Summer 2005): 20–36.

Geaslen, Chester F. Our Moment of Glory in the
Civil War, When Cincinnati, “The Queen City

of the West,"and the Sixth Largest City Was De

same ridge. The earthwork was built in 1862 and com

fended from the Hills of Northern Kentucky.
Newport, Ky: Otto, 1972.
Ramage, James A. "Panic in Cincinnati,” Blue and Gray

pleted in 1863. The battery was named for William S.
Groesbeck of Cincinnati, who gave money for con
struction of the fortification system in September
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and Gray3 (April–May 1986): 16–18.
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3(April–May 1986): 12–15.
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ality of Civil War to the Home Front," KP Septem
ber 9, 1991, 4K.
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“There Are 325 Patients in Covington's Military Hos
CIVIL WAR HOSPITALS. During the Civil
War, military hospitals were opened in Northern
Kentucky to care for the wounded and sick. Lo
cated along the Ohio River's steamboat connec
tions and at the terminus of the railroad line from

Lexington, Covington had about five military hos
pital facilities, and adjoining Newport, for a short
time, had one. These hospitals were often located
in hotel buildings leased to the federal government
on a short-term basis and staffed by local volunteer
women. During the first year of the war, the Union
Army failed to deal seriously with the issue of mili
tary hospitals, for its commanders believed that
the war would be short and local medical practitio
ners would be able to care for the wounded. Not

only did the war continue longer than ever imag
ined, but it was fought mainly in the rural South,
where there were fewer local medical practitioners.
Hence, Union soldiers needing care were trans
ported north to border areas such as Cincinnati
and Northern Kentucky.
In Covington the largest and longest-operating
military hospital was the Main Street U.S. General
Hospital. It opened just before the Battle of Shiloh
in April 1862, and when it closed, in June 1865, it
was the last of its kind still operating. Situated on

pitals," CDE, November 19, 1862, 3.
CIVIL WAR ORGANIZATIONS. In 1866

Union veterans of the Civil War organized into
the Grand Army ofthe Republic (GAR). Local GAR
groups were called posts. The Northern Kentucky
post of the GAR was organized March 23, 1882, as
Post 195, Department of Ohio. On June 20, 1882, it
adopted the name James A. Garfield Post 2 and was
assigned to the Department of Kentucky.
In 1881 the GAR formed the Sons of Veterans
of the United States of America for sons of GAR

members. In 1925 the name of this organization
was changed to Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil
War (SUVCW). Local SUVCV groups are called
camps. On May 31, 1998, the Nelson-Garfield Me
morial Camp No. 3 was chartered and was assigned
to the Department of Kentucky. It was named after
William “Bull” Nelson, a Civil War Union gen
eral who commanded the Army of Kentucky, and
James A. Garfield, a Union general who served in
Eastern Kentucky and later became president of

it had at one point some 300 beds. The second in
size in Covington was the 218-bed Seminary U.S.
General Hospital, on 11th St. near Madison Ave.,
in a building once part of the Western Baptist
Theological Institute; it began in September
1862 and closed in late April 1865. In 1867 that site
became St. Elizabeth Medical Center. A third

hospital in Covington was located in the former
Bridge Hotel, at the foot of Greenup St.; it operated
from September 1862 to May 1863 and had 53
beds.

An attempt was made to convert Covington's
Sixth St. market house, near Sixth and Main Sts. in

modern Main Strasse, into a hospital. It failed
within a month, as patients there were moved to
other facilities. The care facility on Sixth St. was
more of a convalescent home than a general hospi
tal. Another convalescent facility was at Cole's
Garden, a beer garden and amusement park near
Camp King, south of Covington along the Lick
ing River. The Cole's Garden facility, leased from
Cole Bealer, had about 50 beds and opened in Au
gust 1863; it operated under the name Licking
Branch of the Seminary U.S. General Hospital. As
the war wound down and war-related injuries and
illnesses diminished, the hospitals were consoli
dated and the government leases were not renewed.
"Covington Hospitals Have the Reputation of Being
the Best Managed Institutions of Their Kind,”
CDE, May 13, 1863,2.

when Clabes and her husband, Gene, and their two

boys, Joe and Jake, moved into it. Judy Clabes's
voice and energies continue to be devoted to im
portant civic causes, among which are support for
funding for universities, attending to the needs of
children, gathering community support for the
arts, promoting cooperation between business and
government, advocating protection for free speech,
and, more than any other cause, obtaining re
sources for public education.
Clabes, Judy. Interview by Nancy J. Tretter, January
20, 2005, Covington, Ky.

“Clabeses Honored as Outstanding Alumni by UK."
KP, December 6, 2004, 2K.

“Judith Grisham Clabes." Marquis Who's Who,
2006. http://galegroup.com (accessed June 8, 2006).
Nancy J. Tretter
CLAIR, MATTHEWWESLEY (b. October 21,

Hampton, Jeffrey. History of Nelson Garfield Me
morial Camp # 3. Self-published, 2006.
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. Sons of

Union Veterans of the Civil War. Paducah, Ky:
(not the Elliston House, which was on Russell St.),

Northern Kentucky University's Capital Cam
paign; a member of the advisory board and a fund
raiser for the Urban Learning Center, which
takes entry-level college courses to inner-city
neighborhoods, providing the opportunity for a
college education to people who never thought it
possible; a member of the Dean's Council with the
University of Kentucky's School of Communica
tions; and a University of Kentucky Fellow.
The Northern Kentucky region was enriched

the United States.

the west side of Main St., between Third and
Fourth Sts., in the former Ellison House Hotel
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Turner, 1996.
Andrew O. Lutes

CLABES, JUDY (b. Judith A. Grisham, May 24,
1945, Henderson). Newspaper editor and civic
leader Judy Grisham Clabes is the daughter of Jesse
Robert and Virginia Louis Kenney Grisham. She
received her BA from the University of Kentucky in
1967 and an MPA from Indiana State University in

1865, Union, W.Va.; d. June 28, 1943, Washington,
D.C). Matthew Wesley Clair, who became a Meth
odist Episcopal bishop, was the son of Anthony
and Ollie Green Clair. He graduated from Morgan
College (now Morgan State University) in Balti
more, Md., and earned a doctorate from Bennett

College in North Carolina, a divinity degree from
Howard University in Washington, D.C., and an
other degree from Wilberforce College in Ohio. In
1889 he was ordained a minister in the Methodist

Episcopal Church. He served churches at Harper's
Ferry, W.Va., and Staunton, Va., eventually being
assigned to the Ebenezer and then the Asbury

1984. Before her newspaper career began, she taught

Methodist Church, both in Washington, D.C. He

at both Henderson (Ky.) High School and Hender
son Co. (Ky.) High School. She joined the Evansville
Press in 1972, launching her career in journalism.
In 1983, when Judy Clabes arrived in North
ern Kentucky as editor of the Kentucky Post, she
quickly began taking an active role in her new
community. Her high level of participation in
community affairs did not end once she became
president and CEO of the Scripps Howard Foun
dation in 1996. Clabes has a long list of involve

worked several years in Washington for various
Methodist national organizations. In 1920 he was

ments in civic matters. She has been one of the

founding board members for Forward Quest
Northern Kentucky, a member of the Governor's
Task Force on the Economic Status of Kentucky's
Women; a member of the board of the Huntington
Banks and the Northern Kentucky Convention
Center; one of the founding board governors for
the Metropolitan Club; a founder of the Northern
Kentucky Fund of the Greater Cincinnati Founda
tion and a major fundraiser to encourage a phil
anthropic endowment to meet quality-of-life needs
in Northern Kentucky; a permanent cochair of

one of the two first African Americans elected as

bishops within the Methodist Episcopal Church;
he was made the Bishop of Africa and assigned to
Monrovia, Republic of Liberia. His missionary
groups took motion-picture equipment and films
to Africa to use in teaching morality and religion.
In 1924 Clair was assigned to Covington, Ky., in
charge of a territory including the states of Ken
tucky and Tennessee. In Covington, he and his
wife, Eva Wilson Clair, resided at 1040 Russell St. It

is believed that he was stationed in Covington be
cause there were three African American Method

ist Episcopal churches in Covington and one in
Newport. His preaching often included examples
from, and discussions about, his experiences in
Africa. In 1926 he was selected as one of eight
Northern Kentuckians to appearin that year's Who
Who. In 1936 he retired and remained in Coving
ton. On June 28, 1943, Clair died while he was in

Washington, D.C., to conduct funeral services for
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his brother-in-law Edward Gray, a Cincinnati med
ical doctor. Clair's funeral was conducted at the

Asbury Methodist Church in Washington, and he
was buried at the Harmony Cemetery on the east
side of Washington. Bishop Clair's oldest son, Mat
thew Wesley Clair Jr., became the Methodist bishop
of St. Louis and in 1964 participated in protests

“Services Held for Miss Clark," Grant County News,
August 19, 1976, 3.

British. Louisville, located strategically along the
Ohio River and at the midpoint of Kentucky, be

Stringfield, Leonard H. "Doris Clark. At the Top in a

came Clark's home and command center. The In

Man's World," Detergents and Specialties, May

dians of the region respected Clark (whom they
called the “long knife" because he wore a sword)
because troops under his command performed so
well in the field. The Indians' respect for Clark
served him well in 1780, when an Indian raiding

1969.

Who's Who of American Women: A Biographical
Dictionary of Notable Women, 1968–1969. Chi
cago. Marquis, 1969.

against the segregation of congregations within his
denomination.

party, serving with British captain Henry Bird, set

“Bishop Is Dead," KTS, June 28, 1943, 1.

CLARK, GEORGEROGERS, LIEUTENANT
COLONEL (b. November 19, 1752, near Monti

“Death Notice,” KP, June 29, 1943, 4.

“Eight Northern Kentuckians in 1926 Edition of
Who's Who,” KP, October 8, 1926, 5.

“Methodists Raise Six to Episcopate." NYT, May 18,
1936, 15.

Reis, Jim. “Matthew Clair a Link to History," KP, Jan
uary 16, 1995,4K.

“Taking Films to Heathens. Eighty-Six Methodist
Missionaries to Sail This Week," NYT, January 27,
1926, 21.

Michael R. Sweeney
CLARK, DORIS V., CAPTAIN (b. January 11,
1912, Sherman, Grant Co., Ky.; d. August 13, 1976,
Cincinnati, Ohio). Chemist Doris West Clark was

the daughter of Thomas Webb and Clarabelle Vest
Clark and a descendant of early Grant Co. pioneer
Sarah Bryan Clark. Doris Clark graduated from
Williamstown High School (see Williamstown
Independent Schools) in Grant Co. in 1927, and

her training in chemistry was from Randolph
Macon Woman's College, Ashland, Va. (BA, 1931);
Washington University, St. Louis, Mo. (MS, 1932);

and postgraduate studies at the University of Cin
cinnati (1933–1935). Before World War II, Clark
worked as a chemist for Indo-Vin Inc., Cincinnati

(1936–1937); Century Chemists, Williamstown
(1937–1941), and DuBois Company, Cincinnati
(1941–1942). During the war, while serving in the
Woman's Air Corps (WAC), she rose to the rank of
captain, commanding officer, 151st Company WAC
(Experimental Gun and Searchlight Battery). She

was discharged honorably in 1946.
Clark came home and returned to work for the

DuBois Chemical Company in Cincinnati, where
she served as plant and production manager, di
rector of research and development, and senior
vice president; she held the latter position at the
time of her death. She was one of the first women

to serve as a high-ranking officer of a chemical
company. She was also on the board of governors
of the Chemical Specialist Manufacturing Asso
ciation of New York City and a member of the
American Oil Chemist Society. In 1967 she was
selected to be included in Who's Who of Ameri
can Women.

Clark served on the board of the Grant Co.

Chamber of Commerce and the Grant Co. Hospi
tal (see St. Elizabeth Medical Center). She was

actively involved with the American Red Cross,
and the Williamstown Women's Club. She died

in 1976 at Christ Hospital in Cincinnati and was
buried in the Williamstown Cemetery.
“Doris Clark Dies,” KP, August 14, 1976, 11.
“Ladies, a Formula for Success!" CE, July 15, 1973,
14C.

cello, Albemarle Co., Va.; d. February 13, 1818,
near Louisville, Ky.) George Rogers Clark, a sur
veyor and an Indian fighter, was the son of John
and Ann Rogers Clark. His father's farm was near
Charlottesville, Va. He received a typical pioneer
education and may have studied for a year or two
with his uncle Donald Robinson, a renowned edu

cator and a graduate of the University of Edin
burgh, Scotland. As a youth, Clark heard Virginian
Patrick Henry give his famous speech on liberty.
Clark lived next door to George Mason, another
prominent Virginia political leader, and often
stayed overnight with the Mason family. At age 19,
Clark purchased a copy of Euclid and a set of sur
veying tools. Soon afterward, on June 9, 1772, he
set out from Pittsburgh, Pa., to explore the new un
settled territories to the west. He spent a couple of
years surveying for himself and his neighbors on
the Ohio River about 30 miles south of Wheeling,
W.Va. Clark was given a captain's commission in

the Virginia militia by Lord John Murray, Earl of
Dunmore, the last royal governor of Virginia (see
Lord Dunmore's War). After peace, the flood of
immigrants moving westward resumed. Clark
then worked for the Ohio Company as a surveyor.
He was a deputy to Hancock Lee, who had replaced
George Washington (president 1789–1797) as the
Ohio Company's head surveyor. Lee and Clark laid
out the Leestown settlement on the Kentucky River
in 1775. Later, at a meeting held at the settlers' fort
at Harrodsburg, Ky., Clark was chosen to return to
Williamsburg, Va., and assist in promoting the es
tablishment of Kentucky Co., a new entity that
Virginia would have to help defend. So in 1776
he traveled to Virginia through the Cumberland
Gap and presented the idea to Virginia governor
Patrick Henry. During these talks, Clark also re
quested that money be allocated to raise a force to
attack the British line of defensive forts north of
the Ohio River. Kaskaskia, Ill; Vincennes, Ind.,
and later Detroit, Mich. were to be attacked to re
lieve the threat of British attacks on the settlements

in Kentucky. Virginia supplied 500 pounds of gun
powder to help the settlers in Kentucky defend
themselves. Clark recruited some troops at Pitts
burgh and picked up the gunpowder, which he de
livered to Limestone (modern Maysville, Ky),
where it was hidden to protect it from Indians.
Later, this gunpowder was recovered and distrib
uted to settlers at the forts in Kentucky. Clark, who
had been promoted to lieutenant colonel in the
Virginia militia, soon took over command of the
Kentucky Co. militia. He appointed Joseph Bow
man to recruit militiamen from the settlers in

Kentucky to serve with him on his attack on the

out to attack Louisville; the party turned back after
reaching Cincinnati because it was rumored that
Clark had just returned to Louisville.
Clark was ordered by officials in Virginia to
build forts at the mouth of the Licking River and
the mouth of the Kentucky River to protect the
central Bluegrass. He responded that he lacked
the manpower to build and man the forts. Instead
he built an oared galley that cruised the Ohio River
from Louisville to Big Bone Lick in Kentucky.
Then, when calls for militia to defend the settle

ments in Kentucky resulted in few recruits, Clark
simply closed the land office so that no new patents
could be filed. Moreover, it was circulated quietly
that the Kentucky militia would not defend settlers
north of the Licking River, thus leaving those in
Northern Kentucky and southern Ohio in a pre
carious position until the threat of Indian attacks
died in 1815 at the conclusion of the War of 1812.

Clark's expeditions against the British in the
Illinois Territory were miracles of good planning
and audacious activity. They were uniformly suc
cessful until the target became the British fort and
garrison at Detroit, which could be supplied and
reinforced by ship. Clark's health had begun to de
teriorate by 1798, and the rumors of his problems
with alcoholism were confirmed. He eventually
moved to Clark's Point in Clarksville, Ind., where

he operated a gristmill and farmed. In 1809 he suf
fered a stroke and fell unconscious in front of his

fireplace, burning one of his legs so badly it had to
be amputated. He then moved to Locust Grove, his
sister's home near Louisville, where he lived for

nine years. Clark died of a second stroke on Febru
ary 18, 1818, at Locust Grove. He was buried on at
the Croghan Family Cemetery there; on Novem
ber 4, 1869, he was reburied at Cave Hill Cemetery
in Louisville.

Bodley, Temple. George Rogers Clark. Boston: Hough
ton Mifflin, 1926.

Butterfield, Consul Wilshire. History of George Rog

ers Clark's Conquest of the Illinois. Columbus,
Ohio: F. j. Heer, 1904.
Palmer, Frederick. Clark of the Ohio. New York:
Dodd, Mead, 1930.

Thwaites, Reuben Gold, ed. Chronicles of Border War

fare. Cincinnati: Stewart, Kidd, 1895.
Joseph F. Gastright
CLARKE, ERNEST SWOPE (b. November 25,

1872, Falmouth, Ky; d. September 22, 1948, Cin
cinnati, Ohio). Ernest Swope Clarke was a promi
nent Democratic politician from Pendleton Co.
who rose to become the chief justice of the Ken
tucky Court of Appeals. He was the second of five
children of Asahel Rawlings Clarke and Martha

CLAYTON, RICHARD

Ann Swope. His father had fought for the Confed
eracy under Gen. John Hunt Morgan and moved
to Falmouth after being released from a Union
prison in Chicago at the end of the Civil War. Er
nest Clarke graduated from Bethany College in
West Virginia in 1892, studied law under Leslie T.
Applegate, and passed the bar exam in 1894. That
same year, Clarke began practicing law in Fal
mouth with Applegate. Clarke was involved in the
community as a member of the Beta Theta Pisocial
fraternity and of the Disciples of Christ Church
and in other ways as well. He also served as the
captain of Company C of the Kentucky State
Guard from 1898 to 1899. On June 12, 1900, Clarke

married Mary Virginia Oldham; they had two
sons. He quickly became a successful lawyer in
Falmouth and practiced privately there for six
years. Between 1900 and 1915, he was elected
Pendleton Co. attorney, county treasurer, and
county judge. Clarke served as president of the
Citizens Bank of Falmouth from 1911 to 1919.

In 1915 Clarke was elected as a judge on the
Kentucky Court of Appeals. He served in that po
sition until September 1, 1925, when he was ap
pointed chief justice of the court. He resigned a
year later and moved to Louisville, where he be
came the vice president and trust officer of the First
National Bank and Kentucky Title Trust Com
pany. In Louisville, Clarke became highly involved
in civic matters. He was a trustee of the University
of Louisville from 1928 to 1948 and of the Ameri

can Printing House for the Blind from 1927 to
1948. He retired in 1945 and died in 1948. He was

buried in Louisville's Cave Hill Cemetery.
Cave Hill. “Clarke Sr., Ernest S." www.cavehillcemetery
.com (accessed March 3, 2005).

Kerr, Charles. History of Kentucky 5 vols. Chicago:
American Historical Society, 1922.
The National Cyclopedia of American Biography.
Vol. 37. New York: James T. White, 1951.
Reis, Jim. “Little Known Figures Worthy of Note,” KP.
November 29, 1993, 4K.

Southard, Mary Young, and Ernest C. Miller, eds.

candidate for the U.S. House of Representatives in
1874. He was elected to the 44th Congress and re
elected two years later to the 45th Congress. He
declined to run again in 1878, choosing instead to
return to the practice of law. Clarke died of throat
cancer in 1911 and was buried in Mount Zion

Cemetery, near Brooksville.
Biographical Cyclopedia of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky. Chicago. John M. Gresham, 1896.

Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincin
nati. J. M. Armstrong, 1878.
Thomas S. Ward

CLARYVILLE. Claryville, located just south of
Alexandria in Campbell Co. along U.S. 27 and the
Licking Pk., is a rural community that today is ex
periencing rapid growth. In its long history, the
small town of Claryville, named for the Clary fam
ily who settled there, was never incorporated, but it
has always been a hub of activity for the immediate

Standard, 1936.
Elizabeth Comer Williams

CLARKE, JOHN B. (April 14, 1833, Brooksville,
Ky; d. May 23, 1911, Brooksville, Ky.) Legislator
John Blades Clarke was the son of John and Mary
Blades Clarke, both native Kentuckians. He at

tended schools in Augusta, including Augusta
College. After his college graduation, Clarke
briefly taught school before readinglaw with Judge
Joseph Doniphan of Augusta. He was admitted
to the bar in 1854 and set up his firstlaw practice in
Rockport, Ind. When his wife, Cordelia A. Robert
son, became ill at the end of 1855, he moved back to

Brooksville. There, Clarke continued to practice
law and began his political career when he was
elected Bracken Co. attorney in 1857, a post he held
until 1862. As a member of the Democratic Party,
he was elected to the Kentucky state senate in 1867
and served there until 1870. The Democrats of the

Ninth Congressional District made Clarke their

theran Cemetery in Boone Co.
"Agriculture Agent Joseph Claxon Jr. Led Fairs, Farm

Bureau, Loved People,” KP January 21, 1999, 2.
Murphy, Margaret Alice, and Lela Maude Hawkins.
The History of Historic Old Cedar Baptist
Church and Community, 1816–2004. Frankfort,
Ky: Lynn, 2004.

Margaret A. Murphy
CLAYTON, RICHARD (b. ca. 1807, England,
date and place of death unknown). Balloonist
Richard Clayton came to the United States in the
early 1830s and set up a clock-making and silver
Smith shop, called Clayton's Wholesale House, on
the southeast corner of Second and Sycamore Sts.
in Cincinnati. In 1854, after purchasing Somerset
Hall in Ludlow, Ky., Clayton moved there. Somer
set Hall was the former summer home of William

Butler Kenner (d. 1853) (see Kenner Family), a
New Orleans plantation owner and the brother of
George Kenner, who had owned Ludlow's nearby

area. The 1883 Lake atlas shows several stores, a

Elmwood Hall.

shoemaker, a post office, two blacksmith shops, a
school, two cooper or basket shops, and several
taverns situated at Claryville. At one time there
was a local "bus" service provided by means of a
horse-drawn carriage service to Newport. The
Rackes, a prominent family in Claryville, operated
ageneral store, a hardware store, and alumberyard
in town. The Claryville Inn has also been a popular
spot for years. The Bob White Sportsman's Club
opened in town in 1933 on 85 acres. There are mo
bile home parks in Claryville as well as the new
Campbell Co. High School, which opened in
1995. The Kahns meatpacking plant relocated to
Claryville from Cincinnati in 1983, supplyingmany
jobs to local residents. This company and its plant
are now a part of the Sara Lee Foods Corporation.
Many new homes are being built at Claryville, and
the relatively flat terrain lends itself to a bright fu
ture of community growth.

While living in England, Clayton had wit
nessed several balloon flights and developed a keen
interest in the activity. At the time he arrived in
Cincinnati, a number of both professional and
amateur balloonists were making flights in various
northeastern cities. Clayton decided to become a
balloonist and constructed a 50-foot-tall airship
from 4,500 square feet of silk cloth. When filled
with hydrogen gas, the balloon, named The Star of
the West, could carry a payload of about 1,000
pounds. Clayton made his first flight on April 8,
1835, from an amphitheater in Cincinnati on

Who's Who in Kentucky: A Biographical As
sembly of Notable Kentuckians. Louisville, Ky:

member of the Florence Baptist Church. He
died in 1999 and was buried at the Hebron Lu

Biographical Directory of the United States Con

gress, 1774–1989. Washington, D.C.. Government
Printing Office, 1989.
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An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Kenneth A. Reis

CLAXON, JOSEPH LUCAS, JR. (b. May 31,
1918, Monterey, Owen Co., Ky., d. January 18, 1999,
Florence, Ky). Extension agent Joseph Claxon was
the son of Joe Lucas and Mary Kemper Claxon. He
spent his youth on a farm at Claxon Ridge in Owen
Co., then graduated from the University of Ken
tucky in Lexington with a degree in agriculture
and also served in World War II. He married

Elizabeth Trueheart in 1946 and they became the
parents of two children. He and his family settled
in Florence, Ky., where he served as the Boone Co.
Extension Agent for 28 years. A room at the Ellis
Cooperative Extension Center in the county was
named in his honor. Claxon was a member of the

Boone Co. Fair Board for 40 years, president and
chairman of the Kentucky State Fair Board, direc
tor and president of the Boone Co. Farm Bureau,
twice president of the Florence Rotary Club, and a

Court St, between Race and Elm Sts. He ran news

paper advertisements, saying that he would be
"making a grand aerial voyage, in the most splen
did balloon in the U.S." Clayton's flights were not
merely for entertainment or for thrilling personal
experiences; he also had a profit motive. He ar
ranged for several hotels in the city to sell tickets to
view his balloon flights for 50 cents each. Clayton
took off in his balloon at 5:00 p.m., accompanied
by a 20-pound dog, which he dropped by para
chute from an altitude of about one mile. The dog
landed safely near the city. Clayton's flight ended
on a 3,000-foot-high mountaintop in Monroe Co.,
Va. (now W.Va.). On that flight, Clayton set a world
record for the longest balloon flight. He succeeded
in traveling 350 miles in nine and one-half hours.
As a result of that feat, Clayton became a national
hero. Within a week after landing, he was back in
town preparing for his next flight. On May 13,
1835, he flew again from the Court St. site. On the
day of the flight, there were strong, gusty winds,
which caused the balloon to crash into a nearby
building shortly after takeoff. The basket was torn
free from the balloon, and Clayton was fortunate
to land safely on a rooftop. His balloon was de
stroyed in the mishap, but friends and neighbors
donated money to help pay for a replacement.
He made another flight on July 4, 1835, on
which he predicted that he would reach the Atlan
tic seaboard. He took with him several letters,
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CLAYTON-BULLOCK HOUSE

The balloon ascended to an altitude of several

which were later called the country's first airmail.

Mary, her husband, and her mother and father are
all buried in Highland Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.

miles, where the temperature was about 10 degrees.

“Bullock Rites,” KP, November 12, 1930, 1.

Ice collected on the balloon and leaks in the fabric

“Death Notice—John W. Clayton," CDE, August 29,
occurred, which caused Clayton to abort the flight
at Waverly, Ohio, just 100 miles from Cincinnati.
He walked to a nearby house for help and depos
ited the mail he had been transporting in the Wa
verly post office. Clayton narrowly escaped disaster
on another flight in late summer 1835. On that trip,
his balloon exploded in flight, but he was able to
descend safely, with the silk fabric acting as a para
chute. Clayton made a successful flight from New
Orleans, with a much smaller balloon, on Christ

mas Day 1835. He also made several flights from
both Louisville and Lexington, Ky.
Clayton is clearly the first person to have ob
served the Northern Kentucky region from the air.
After more than a dozen flights, he retired from
ballooning and returned to his clock-making busi
ness, which he thereafter called Clayton's Balloon
Shop. Cincinnati's city directories had a listing for
the business through 1859. In the 1860 census,
Richard Clayton was listed as a retired clockmaker,
living in Ludlow. He was not listed in the 1870 cen
sus, so possibly he either died or moved away
sometime during that 10-year period.

1865, 7.

“Home Makes Its Mark,” KE, March 25, 1999, iB.

school in Boone Co. In 1912 he was elected to his

"Mrs. Mary C. Bullock of Covington, Dead," KTS,

second four-year term as circuit court judge but
was unable to complete it, as he suffered from a se
vere case of diabetes. In an attempt to improve his
health, he took a month-long cruise from New York
City to Galveston, Tex., in August 1915, during
which the ship encountered a hurricane while
rounding Florida. His condition continued to dete
riorate, and in March 1916 doctors amputated a leg.
Cleary died several days later at age 61, in St. Eliza
beth Hospital in Covington. At the time of his

October 14, 1907, 7.

Jack Wessling
CLEARY, EDWIN (b. Cynthiana, Ky., 1857; d.
London, England, August 3, 1922). World traveler
Edwin Cleary was the son of Judge W. W. Cleary
and the brother of Kenton Co. judge Walter
Cleary. Born in Harrison Co., by 1876 he had al
ready studied briefly for the priesthood (to honor
his Irish Catholic father's request) and had also
studied law for a time in the office of John G. Car

lisle. He soon found himself acting in the Old
Bowery Theater in New York City, and by 1887 he
had traveled to London with the great actor Edwin
Booth to perform there. He became a producer
and took theatrical companies throughout South
Africa and South America.

CLAYTON-BULLOCK HOUSE. In 1839 John

In the 1890s Cleary was a builder of African
railroads (from Cairo to Cape Town) with Cecil
Rhodes, and eventually he founded an English
newspaper in Cairo. During World War I, he served
as a war correspondent for the London Daily Ex
press. He recounted the siege of Antwerp for his
readers as well as interviewing the German Kaiser.
Much of his reporting was wired back to Coving
ton for Northern Kentucky readers. Cleary became
involved with the beginnings of aviation in France,
tried to introduce the world to the playing of foot
ball at night under the lights, and invented the
Cleary oil burner (a wickless oil burner that con
verted petroleum into gas); his oilburner was taken
over by the British Petroleum Company. In 1922,
while at a London railway station buying a ticket
for Birmingham, he collapsed and died from heart

W. Clayton built a two-story frame house at 528
Greenup St. in Covington. The name of the house

failure. Over the course of his life, he both amassed
and lost fortunes.

“Aerial Navigation," Western Monthly Magazine,
June 1835, 305–6.

Cunningham, Paul. “Air Mail Pioneer." CP, May 12,
1943.

Maurer, Maurer. “Richard Clayton—Aeronaut,” Bul
letin of the Historical and Philosophical Society
of Ohio 13 (April 1955): 143–50.
Pence, Henry. “First Airmail Flight Made from Cin
cinnati,” CE, October 1, 1944, 20.

Tenkotte, Paul A. “Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890," PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

in the abolishment of toll roads in Northern Ken

tucky. He also endorsed legislation that required
the pasteurization of milk, and he was instrumen
tal in having a new courthouse built at Indepen
dence and in establishing the first modern high

comes from the first two owners of the home, John

death, he was a widower. Funeral services were held

at the St. Mary Cathedral, and he was buried at St.
Mary Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.
"Body of Late Judge Cleary Lies in State,” KP, March
21, 1916, 1 K.

“Hundreds Attend Two Funerals,” KP, March 22,
1916, 1K.

Reis, Jim. “John B. Read Led Kenton with Foresight
and Compassion,” KP, October 19, 1998,4K.
—. “Writer, Gadfly, and Earl,” KP, July 7, 1999,4K.
CLEMENS, SAMUEL (author Mark Twain), in

Campbell Co. There is a persistent local tradition
that Samuel Clemens, a.k.a. Mark Twain, occasion

ally visited in the home of Richard Tarvin Baker,
next to the courthouse in Alexandria. In recent

years, attempts have been made to determine
whether that actually happened. Newspaper sto

ries of the day have been checked for references to a
visit, in the belief that if Clemens actually came to
Alexandria, it should have been front-page news.
Many of the books by or about the man who wrote
as Mark Twain have also been checked for clues.

Andrew Hoffman's Inventing Mark Twain, Justin
Kaplan's Mark Twain and His World, and Mar
garet Sanborn's Mark Twain: The Bachelor Years
all state that Twain moved to the Greater Cincin
nati area in November 1856 and lived there until

“Edwin Cleary Dies Abroad," NYT, August 4, 1922,

Clayton and his daughter Mary Clayton Bullock.
Over the years, the house has been altered many
times. Part of it was even torn down several years
ago, owing to termite infestation. It is rumored
that timbers from a ship that came up the Ohio

12.

“Veteran Actor, Formerly of Covington, Dies,” KTS,
August 4, 1922, 20.
White, F. M. “A Real Covington Soldier of Fortune,”
KP, July 20, 1910,8;July 21, 1910,8; July 22, 1910,5.

River to Cincinnati were used in construction of

the house. John W. Clayton died in this house on
August 28, 1865. During the Civil War, Gen. Ul
ysses S. Grant sent his wife and children to Cov
ington to live near his father, Jesse Root Grant,
where he felt they would be safe. The historic house
where Jesse Grant, who was Covington's postmas
ter, and his wife resided is just a few doors north of
the Clayton-Bullock House on Greenup St. John
Clayton's daughter Mary ran a private school in
the Clayton family's home, when other schools
were closed during the war. One of Ulysses Grant's
sons, Frederick Grant, was a pupil in Mary's school.
Mary married W. R. Bullock on February 28, 1867,
and they had eight children. Mary Clayton Bullock
lived in the house from the time she was six months

old until her death on October 13, 1907, at age 68.

CLEARY, WALTER W. (b. August 31, 1854, Har
rison Co., Ky; d. March 20, 1916, Covington, Ky).
Judge Walter W. Cleary was the son of W.W. Cleary,

April 1857. In one of the “Keokuk Letters” from
Cincinnati, dated November 29, 1856, Clemens

tells of his train trip from Keokuk, Ill., through
Quincy, Ill., Chicago, and Indianapolis, and on to
Cincinnati. When he arrived in Cincinnati, he

would have been just 20 years old, unknown in the
region and certainly not yet worthy of newspaper

headlines. Clemens did not become nationally
known as a writer, humorist, and novelist until

a native of Ireland. Little is known about Walter's

years later. While living in the region, he was em

early life, but by 1880 he was living on Greenup St.
in Covington. When the Latonia Racecourse was
being built in 1882, Walter Cleary served as vice
president of the Latonia Agricultural and Stock As
sociation, the group that developed the track. In ad
dition, he was the publisher and editor of the Ken
tucky Turfguide magazine. Cleary was an active
member of the Eagles and Elks Clubs in Covington.
As a Democrat, he was elected a circuit court judge
in 1908. He was known as “the people's judge” be
cause he typically backed projects that helped the
average citizen. Judge Cleary played an active role

ployed as a typesetter by the Thomas Wrightson
Printing Company. Contemporary city directories
list two addresses for the company: 167 Walnut St.
in Cincinnati, and the southwest corner of Taylor
(modern Third) and Monmouth Sts. in Newport.
No home address for a Samuel Clemens was found.

However, one of his biographies indicates that he
lived in aboardinghouse close to the print shop. In

his autobiography, Clemenstells of spending many
eveningsvisiting with a 40-year-oldfellowboarding
house resident named Macfarlane, who knew the

spelling and definition of every word in the dic

CLEVELAND SYNDICATE

tionary. The Wrightson Printing Company had an
employee named John J. McFarland, who Clemens
may well have thought knew everything about
the printing business and whom he possibly later
glamorized as “Macfarlane." The owner of the
printing company was Thomas Wrightson, a Ken
tucky state senator, listed as living in Newport on
Jefferson St. (modern Sixth St) between Mon

mouth and Saratoga Sts. Whether Samuel Clemens
worked at the Newport location or the Cincinnati

Oneonta, Ky., which is across the Ohio River from
New Richmond.

Clemens may have intended to live perma
nently in the region; however, the winter that he
stayed there was exceptionally cold. The Ohio River
froze over; river traffic was impossible and there
were severe shortages of needed supplies. In April
1857, when departing for New Orleans on the
steamer Paul Jones, Clemens said that he did not
care for Cincinnati's severe winters.

site could not be determined.
The owner of the Alexandria house that Clem

Hoffman, Andrew J. Inventing Mark Twain. New
York: William Morrow, 1997.

ens is said to have visited was Richard Tarvin

Kaplan, Justin. Mark Twain and His World. Lon

Baker, also a Kentucky state senator, and a director
of the Alexandria Fair Board. Copies of the 1865
brochures for the Alexandria Fair show that the

Thomas Wrightson Printing Company printed
them. While no direct evidence was found that

don: Crown, 1974.

“Licensed to Wed," CJ, July 12, 1888, 5.
Sanborn, Margaret. Mark Twain: The Bachelor
Years. New York: Doubleday, 1990.
“Spivey, Friend of Twain, Dies," CP, November 8, 1938,
1

Clemens actually visited in the Baker home, it can
at least be proved that he lived and worked in the
region and that his employer, Thomas Wrightson,
and Richard Tarvin Baker were both Kentucky

“Tom Sawyer, Dead; Inspired Mark Twain,” CE, No
vember 9, 1938, 1.

“Tom Sawyer of Mark Twain's Famous Book Dies in
Hospital," CTS, November 8, 1938, 1.

state senators. Another indication that the stories

about his visiting Alexandria may have some va
lidity is found in the names he gave to some of the
characters in Tom Sawyer. Clemens had a habit of
using the names of his friends and acquaintances
in his books. In Tom Sawyer he talks about Johnny
Baker, which was the name of one of the sons of

Richard Tarvin Baker. He also gives several char
acters the last name of Thatcher, including Tom
Sawyer's girlfriend Becky, and that happens to have
been the surname of Alexandria's most prominent
family at the time. The name of Clemens's most
recognizable character, Tom Sawyer, is said to have
been borrowed from Tom Sawyer Spivey, a young
boy he met in Cincinnati. Spivey indicated that he
first met Clemens (then a riverboat pilot) when
Spivey was just 12 years old. Spivey's wife said that
Spivey often traveled to New York City, where he
and Clemens would enjoy a drink together and
reminisce about life on the river. Clemens also re

Jack Wessling
CLEVELAND,

HENRIETTA

1850 U.S. Census, Henrietta lived at her father's

Further evidence of Clemens's Northern Ken

tucky connections is found in the “Keokuk Let

found, Henrietta Cleveland became a convert to

Twain's Short Stories. The Baker name occurs as

well in Baker's Blue Jay Yarn.

ters,” sent from Cincinnati and written under the

the Roman Catholic Church (see Roman Catho

pseudonym Thomas Jefferson Snodgrass. Richard

lics). Sometime before 1860 she moved to Coving
ton and became involved in a ladies' society that
dedicated itself to works of charity among the poor.
Cleveland's friendship with Cincinnati's wealthy
Catholic convert Sarah Worthington King Peter
(1800–1877) was cemented by both widows inter
est in charitable enterprises. Sarah Peter's benevo

Tarvin Baker's cousin Thomas Jefferson Baker

was the same age as Clemens, and there was also a
Snodgrass family living in the area at the time. One
additional possible connection between Clemens
and the city of Alexandria was found. A descen
dant of the Baker family indicated that, according
to family tradition, Samuel Clemens occasionally

lent activities included establishment of the Ladies'

crossed the Ohio River to New Richmond, Ohio,

Academy of Fine Art in Cincinnatiand the recruit

by rowboat to visit a lawyer named Lucien M.
Dawson. A Covington Journal article of the time

ment of two orders of nuns to Cincinnati, the Sis

states that Dawson married Richard Tarvin Baker's

daughter Sarah Bina Baker on July 11, 1888, and
that the couple moved to New Richmond. Could
those trips have possibly been made while Clemens
was visiting in Baker's Alexandria home, and per
haps even in the company of Richard Tarvin
Baker? Alexandria is but a short distance from

Elizabeth Hospital (see St. Elizabeth Medical
Center) in Covington in 1861. Cleveland and Pe
ter raised funds for the purchase of the hospital's
first building in 1861, as well as for an additional
building where the nuns cared for the children of
working mothers during the Civil War and later
accepted foundlings. Throughout the Civil War,

the two women continued their work of visiting
the sick, the poor, and prisoners, without regard to
anyone's religious or political affiliations. Together,
they nursed back to health Thomas Major, an es
caped prisoner of war and private in Gen. John
Hunt Morgan's 2nd Kentucky Cavalry (Confed
erate). Later, Thomas Major converted to Catholi
cism and became a Catholic priest, the only known
member of Morgan's Raiders to do so. Following
the Civil War, Cleveland raised funds for the pur
chase of a much larger facility for St. Elizabeth
Hospital on W. 11th St. in Covington, part of the
former home of the Western Baptist Theologi
cal Institute. In 1907 she died at age 90 at her
home on E. Fourth St. in Covington. Her funeral
mass was held at Covington's Cathedral Basilica of
the Assumption, and she was buried in St. Mary
Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.

ESTHER

SCOTT (b. October 3, 1817, Covington, Ky.; d.
May 12, 1907, Covington, Ky). Catholic charity
worker Henrietta Scott Cleveland was the daugh
ter of Maj. Chasteen and Abigail Fowler Scott and
the granddaughter of Maj. Jacob Fowler, one of
the pioneer settlers of Northern Kentucky. In No
vember 1834 Henrietta married George P. Cleve
land (1808–1839), a seventh-generation descendant
of an old New England family. The couple's first
child, Charles Holmes Cleveland, died at age two
in 1838. In January 1839 tragedy struck again when
31-year-old George Cleveland died; Henrietta was
barely one month pregnant with their son George
Putnam (1839–1851) at the time. According to the
home in Boone Co., and her son George attended
St. Xavier College, a Jesuit preparatory school in
Cincinnati. One year later, in July 1851, her son
died at age 11.
Although records of her baptism cannot be

fers to Dick (Richard) Baker's pet cat in Mark
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ters of Mercy of Kinsale, Ireland, and the Sisters of
the Poor of St. Francis of Aix-la-Chapelle (Aachen),
then a part of Germany. With Peter's help, the Sis
ters of the Poor of St. Francis opened St. Mary Hos
pital in Cincinnati in 1859. Both Cleveland and
Peter influenced Covington's first Catholic bishop,
George Aloysius Carrell (bishop 1853–1868), to in
vite the Sisters of the Poor of St. Francis to open St.

Cleveland, Edmund Janes, and Horace Gillette
Cleveland. The Genealogy of the Cleveland and
Cleaveland Families. 3 vols. Hartford, Conn.;
Case, Lockwood, and Brainard, 1899.

"Mrs. Cleveland Dead,” CE, May 13, 1907, 11.
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The

Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Paul A. Tenkotte

CLEVELAND SYNDICATE (“Mayfield Road
Gang"). By 1950 Newport and some of its suburbs
were firmly entrenched as Cincinnati's entertain
ment district, broadly speaking; for some of the
visitors from Ohio, Newport served, more specifi
cally, as Cincinnati's vice district. But what made
Newport different, what made it a regional gam
bling center, was the presence of the Cleveland
Syndicate, the so-called Mayfield Road Gang.
Over the first half of the 20th century, many
smaller municipalities in major metropolitan ar
eas developed significant economies related to
gambling, prostitution, and general vice; New
port was one of the most notorious of these. As
large cities reformed their governments and at
tempted to clean up their image, vice and criminal
interests moved to peripheral municipalities, where
they could control local officials more easily. Thus,
many of the progressive reform efforts of the first
decades of the 1900s had the effect not of cleaning
up metropolitan areas but rather of driving the un
desirable elements to the outer edges. Newport was
firmly controlled by the interests of vice and gam
bling as early as the 1920s. It was also hometolocal
innovators, such as Peter Schmidt, whose success

in a well-run, “honest” casino gained the attention
of the Cleveland Syndicate.
The Cleveland Syndicate is often remembered,
or mythologized, as the tough-minded mob group
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that "controlled” Newport after World War II.
The reality of the syndicate's involvement in New
port is, of course, far more complicated. The prin
cipals in the Cleveland Syndicate were Morris
Kleinman, Thomas McGinty, Samuel Miller, Louis
Rothkopf, Samuel Tucker, and especially Moe Dal
itz. This syndicate took shape during the 1920s as
Dalitz and others consolidated their bootlegging

to operate legally, but also to make their businesses
legitimate.
By the time the Committee of 500 (see New
port Reform Groups) shut down most of the
vice operations in Newport and Campbell Co., the
Beverly Hills Club already had closed. The club
would usually shut its doors whenever it looked as
if local authorities were on one of their periodic

efforts in and around Ann Arbor and Detroit,

reform kicks. After such a closure in 1961, the club

Mich., and in Cleveland. Running alcohol into the
United States from Canada during the 15 years
of Prohibition had left syndicate members and
bootleggers across the country with enormous
stockpiles of capital. Some successful bootleggers,
most notably Joseph Kennedy, subsequently chan
neled these profits into more legitimate busi

remained closed, because it became apparent that
the Committee of 500 was there to stay. Dalitz and
other Cleveland Syndicate members had shifted
most of their investments to Las Vegas. They had
no interest in fighting the reform committee or in
drawing attention to themselves. They were too
busy establishing legal operations in the Nevada
desert. Thus, by the time the Committee of 500 en
gaged in its legendary fight to rid Newport of gam
bling, the Cleveland Syndicate was largely absent
from the scene. The era's most prominent episode,
the attempted framing of Campbell Co. sheriffcan
didate George W. Ratterman, was engineered by
Newport's small-time casino operators, who at the

nesses. Others branched out into diversified crim

inal operations.
The Cleveland Syndicate specialized in gam
bling operations—but not just any gambling oper
ations. It was one of the pioneers of the modern
form of the casino. This was a gambling operation
in which the odds may have always been with the
house, but the games were honest. They made their
profits not by swindling their patrons but by the
margins accrued over time. Simply put, patrons
lost more than they won. To lure patrons, casinos
offered gourmet meals and elaborate shows often
featuring national acts.
The syndicate's casinos were first located in
Cleveland proper, and then in towns around Cleve
land, but Ohio governor Frank Lausche success
fully shut down organized gambling in Ohio in the
late 1940s. Forced out of Ohio, the Cleveland Syn
dicate decided to move its operations across the
Ohio River to Northern Kentucky, where it already
had active interests. It was also putting money into
casinos in Miami; Havana, Cuba; and eventually
Las Vegas.
The most famous Cleveland Syndicate casino,
the Beverly Hills Supper Club, was actually
founded by Cincinnatian Pete Schmidt, a former
bootlegger. Seeing the kind of money he was mak
ing, the Cleveland Syndicate moved in on Schmidt
during the early 1940s. Beverly Hills was the model
for the type of “honest” casino that the syndicate
knew was a better source of long-term profits.
Gamblers from across the Midwest would drive or

fly into town to take in a show, have a gourmet
meal, and gamble all night at the blackjack or poker
tables. Conventioneers from Cincinnati would hire

cabs to drive them down U.S. 27 so they could
enjoy amenities not available north of the Ohio
River. Although technically illegal, Beverly Hills
operated essentially as a legal club. One could go
there for dinner and a show and perhaps never no

time had a lot more to lose.

But a discussion of the Cleveland Syndicate
helps one understand fully the place of Newport
within the history of modern casino gambling.
Newport was one of the few regional gambling
centers to survive into the early 1960s. The En
glishman lan Fleming, author of the many James
Bond novels, recognized Newport's stature in the
gambling world with a passing reference to the
town in the early pagesofhis 1961 work Diamonds
Are Forever. And it was in Newport that the Cleve
land Syndicate helped to pioneer the type of large
scale casino gambling that has flourished in Las
Vegas ever since. With lavish shows, gourmet res
taurants, and finely appointed gambling halls, Bev
erly Hills was one of the prototypes for the newer
casinos that made Las Vegas an international cen
ter for gambling. More importantly, the money
that Dalitz and others made at Beverly Hills helped
fund the modern Las Vegas with the construction
of casinos like the Desert Inn.
Gioielli, Robert. "Suburbs v. Slot Machines. The Com

mittee of 500 and the Battle over Gambling in

the assistant librarian. He continued working at
this library until 1942 and then moved to New York
City. He worked briefly at the New York Public Li
brary and married Virginia Diller Gilmore, of New
York City. Clift entered the army and served during
World War II in the 36th “Texas' Infantry Divi.
sion in North Africa, Italy, France, and the German
Rhineland. In the final year of the war, he was trans
ferred to Allied Force Headquarters at Caserta,
Italy. While stationed there, he wrote a one-volume
unpublished history about the U.S. Army Medical
Department of the Mediterranean Theater during
World War II. Beforeleaving the army, he was com
missioned a 2nd lieutenant and was awarded sev

eral medals and ribbons, including the Bronze Ar
rowhead. Back in the United States, Clift rejoined
the staff of the New York Public Library. In 1948 he
moved to the University of Miami Library in Mi
ami, Fla., after earning a degree from the Pratt
Institute Library School in New York. In 1950 he
returned to Kentucky as a staff member of the Ken
tucky Historical Society and began contributing to
its journal, The Register. Clift became assistant di
rector of the Kentucky Historical Society and edi

tor of its journal, the Register, in 1960. Beginning
in the early 1930s, Clift wrote about the history of
Kentucky, in works such as History of Maysville
and Mason County, The Governors of Kentucky,
1792–1942, The “Corn Stalk” Militia of Ken
tucky, 1792–1811, and Remember the Raisin. He
also wrote several guides to historical records. Clift
died in 1970 in Frankfort, Ky., and was buried in
the Washington Cemetery in Mason Co.
Browning, M. Carmel, OSB. Kentucky Authors.
Evansville, Ind., Keller-Crescent, 1968.

"G. Glenn Clift, 1909–1970." RKHS69, no.2(January
1971). i-viii.
Thomas S. Ward

CLIFTON. Clifton in Campbell Co., a town es
tablished in 1888, is located on a hill south of New

port, which annexed Clifton in 1935. At its peak,
Clifton had a population of 3,080. It was bounded
by Newport along the railroad tracks to the north,
Licking Pk. (Ky. Rt. 9) to the west, Southgate to the
south, and U.S. 27 to the east. Clifton's name was

Northern Kentucky," Ohio Valley History 5, no.2
(Summer 2005); 61–84.

Shearer, Jason G. “Urban Reform in Sin City. The
George Ratterman Trial and the Election of 1961 in
Northern Kentucky, RKHS 98, no. 4 (Autumn
2000): 343–65.
Robert Gioielli

inspired by its location on the top of a hill over
looking the northern part of Campbell Co. and
Cincinnati. The location was considered desirable

for residential development during the late 19th
and early 20th centuries because its country atmo
sphere contrasted sharply with the turmoil associ

ated with life in the more established urban neigh
CLIFT, G. GLENN (b. October 2, 1909, Newton,

Kans; d. November 9, 1970, Frankfort, Ky). Garrett

tice that there was a casino. But all it took was a

Glenn Clift, who became a librarian and an author,

simple request and one would be shown into the
club's lavish gambling room.
By the time the cleanup of vice in Northern
Kentucky began, the syndicate's members were al
ready divesting themselves of their other, “illegal"
gambling holdings. Led by Dalitz, Cleveland Syn
dicate members were investing in Nevada casinos,
most notably the Desert Inn in Las Vegas. Nevada
offered the opportunity for casino owners not only

was the son of Charles L. and Mary Ethel Tomlin
Clift. When Glenn was almost four, his family re
turned to Mason Co., Ky., having moved away
around the turn of the century. Glenn Clift grew up
on a farm near Maysville and graduated from
Washington High School, in Mason Co. He entered
the University of Kentucky in Lexington in 1929
and began his first library job at the Lexington Pub
lic Library that same year. By 1935 he had become

borhoods of Newport and Bellevue.
Although Clifton's reputation as the center of
Northern Kentucky's Italian community is today
well entrenched (see Italian Americans), the first
founders of the town were of Irish and German

heritage. The community experienced its first build
ing boom between 1888 and 1897, with as many as
four different construction companies selling lots
and building homes there. One of the first build
ings constructed in 1888 after Clifton was incorpo
rated was Fearon's Mansion, later known as the

Campbell Co. Protestant Orphans Home. It is
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the current site of the Baptist Convalescent
Center, which provides senior citizenhousing and
nursing home care. Dr. Shaler Berry was a prime
developer of residential construction in the Clifton
area during the early years. A bank collapse tem
porarily halted construction in Clifton, but home
building resumed in 1900 when Newport built on
a Clifton hilltop a 300,000-gallon water tank that
remains in use.

Early political leaders in the Clifton commu
nity included Mayor George Fewlass and council
men Peter Enslen, Jacob Hahn, and E. C. Remme.

The first town meeting was held in 1888. Clifton
became informally known as Spaghetti Knob be
cause of an influx of Italian immigrants during
the early 1900s and the influence they had on the
social and political institutions of the city. By 1910
the Catholic population of Clifton had grown
enough that they petitioned the bishop of Cov
ington for their own church. The new church,
St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church, built in

1916, began with 86 families evenly divided be
tween German and Italian immigrants and their
descendants. The church and its school became

one of the gathering places for Italian immigrants.
In the latter part of the 20th century, a general de
cline in the number of Catholics in Newport made
it necessary to merge the four Catholic churches
in the city, and the St. Vincent de Paul Church was
closed in 1999, although the building still stands.
Beginning in 1906, Clifton was the targetofan
aggressive annexation campaign by the larger City
of Newport. Newport was beginning to lose popu
lation to the suburbs, mostly because of the advent
of the automobile. Because of its desirable location

and tax base, Clifton was considered a prize. After
the 1906 annexation attempt failed, Newport's city
leaders tried again without success in 1912. Then
Newport filed a lawsuit challenging Clifton's legal
status as a fifth-class city. The suit was temporarily
successful, as Clifton was downgraded to a district
status that affected its ability to raise taxes and sell
bonds. However, Clifton was reinstated as a city in
1916. Newport continued aggressively pursuing
annexation, but Clifton voters rejected attempts
made in 1920, 1925, and 1930. The issue sparked
intense controversy. Citizens on both sides wrote
opposing articles published by area newspapers.
Even local school children were given homework
assignments to write papers on whether Clifton
should become part of Newport.
Although Clifton was a growing community, it
lacked many city services that were coming into
vogue, such as paved streets, indoor plumbing, and

drews Steel Mill in Wilder. At the time of annexa
tion, Clifton consisted of its residents, abrickman

ufacturer, a cigarmaker, seven building contractors,
seven small groceries, and a Kroger grocery store.
Some remnants of the original town remain. The
old Clifton firehouse is still maintained by the City
of Newport as a substation to serve the southern
parts of the city.
Clifton resurfaced as a distinct community
during the 1970s when the residents, who were
organizing the neighborhood to become part of
the Newport Citizens Advisory Council,
chose the name of Clifton. Since the 1990s, parts
of the Clifton district have seen the first residen

tial developments in Newport in many years;
these projects take advantage of the district's sce
nic views of the Licking River valley and the Cin
cinnati skyline.
Casebolt, Pamela Ciafardini, and Philip G, Ciafar
dini. Images of America: Italians of Newport
and Northern Kentucky. Charleston, S.C.: Arca
dia, 2007.

"Once a Mere Hamlet Clifton Heights Now a Beauti
ful Suburb," KPJuly 25, 1910, 2.
Purvis, Thomas L.,ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen

tennial History. Newport, Ky: Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

Reis, Jim. "Festival Imported Flavor of Old Italy," KP
May 25, 1992,4K.

"Why Clifton Doesn't Want to Be Annexed." KPJuly
11, 1916, 1.
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CLINE, THOMAS H., COLONEL (b. Septem
ber 19, 1920, Campbell Co., Ky.) Thomas H. Cline,
who became a World War II test pilot, is the son
of Thomas E. and Vivian Schwartz Cline. He at

tended the University of Kentucky College of En
gineering in Lexington before enlisting in the U.S.
Army Air Force in 1940. When World War II was
declared, he was trained to fly the B-18 Douglass
aircraft. Then in 1942 he was reassigned to test air
craft taking off from the aircraft carrier Hornet,
before General Jimmy Doolittle's famous bombing
raid on Tokyo on April 18, 1942. Underconditions
of optimum wind and carrier speed, Cline and his

ceased to exist on November 26, 1935, after 47

1946 and 1949.
After the two had toured with Pastor for three

years, Betty altruistically resigned, allowing Rose
mary to record as a solo performer for Columbia
Records in New York City. Betty returned to Cin
cinnati during the formative years of the Crosley
Broadcasting Company and its regional television
programs. As a pioneering female television per
sonality, Betty was one of WLWT's busiest full
time television employees, performingon multiple
programs each week. She was a singer for the Ruth
Lyons 50 Club (later renamed the 50-50 Club), si
mulcast on both WLW radio and the Crosley tele
vision chain. She hosted her own television pro
grams, such as Boy Meets Girland Teen Canteen,
as well as other shows at WLWT. She also recorded

a few songs on the legendary King Records (Cin
cinnati) label and made some local appearances
backed by many regional tri-state "territorybands,"
such as Clyde Trask.
Betty went to New York City as a solo act at the
Starlight Roof of the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in the
early 1950s. She was a guest on several national
television programs, including the highly popular
Gary Moore Show on the CBS network, and was a
regular cast member (along with journalist Charles

feet of the deck. The tests Cline conducted demon
his B-25 bombers off an aircraft carrier's deck.

Cline was relocated to fly missions with copilot
Gen. Richard H. Ellis over the Bismarck Sea, and

both men earned DFC (Distinguished Flying
the Air Force reserves and was activated again dur
ing the Korean War. He also operated an airport
in Rio Grande, Ohio, and taught mathematics. He
and his wife, Betty, reside in their 1795-era home
on Riverside Dr. in Augustain Bracken Co.

years as an independent city.
By annexing Clifton, Newport added about
3,000 residents, many of whom worked at the An

agers. They partnered in an act known as the Cloo
ney Sisters, first singing on WLW radio in Cincin
natiin 1945. Betty and Rosemary toured nationally
with the Tony Pastor Orchestra, making most of
their commercial recordings together between

strated the feasibility of Doolittle's plan to launch

dized its tax base with a heavy bonded indebted
ness to finance these civic improvements. When
the Great Depression left the town's government
from a Newport takeover became more tempting.
In 1935 a new annexation proposal succeeded by a
Clifton vote of 627 to 539, and the City of Clifton

Cincinnati to live with other relatives while teen

carrier's deck, about 300 feet long, using only 183

Cross) medals. After the war, Cline remained in

strapped for funds, the prospect of financial relief

CLOONEY, BETTY(b. April 12, 1931, Maysville,
Ky; d. August 5, 1976, Las Vegas, Nev). Betty Cloo
ney, a popular singer and a female television pio
neer, was the sister of Rosemary Clooney and
Nick Clooney and an aunt of George Clooney.
Her parents were Andrew and Frances Guilfoyle
Clooney. Betty spent most of her childhood years
with her sister Rosemary and their grandmother
Guilfoyle in Maysville, Ky. The sisters moved to

crewman, Oscar Wertz, lifted their aircraft off the

sewage disposal. The City of Clifton had jeopar

"Capt. Tommy Cline Helps Bomb laps in Bismarck
Sea Battle Early in March," Bracken Chronicle,
April 22, 1943, 1.

Cline, Thomas. Interview by Caroline Miller, Novem
ber 2, 2004, Augusta, Ky.
Caroline R. Miller
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Betty and Rosemary Clooney
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Collingwood) on Jack Paar's Morning Show, also
on CBS. At the Morning Show, a rival to NBC's

Clooney, Nick, "Betty's Legacy in Song." KP, July 19,

groundbreaking news format of the Today show,

. Faxes to Paul A. Tenkotte, Ianuary 28, 2007,
and February 8, 2007.

she met and worked with Pupi Campo, the Morn
ing Show Latin bandleader and her husband-to
be. Rosemary and Betty were together in New York
City as separate acts, but thesisters remained close,
always encouraging each other professionally.
They made a few more recordings together, includ
ing the somewhat autobiographical Irving Berlin
tune "Sisters," from White Christmas (1954), on

the Columbia label. Betty also recorded songs for
RCA and for Coral, a subsidiary of Decca.
During the mid-1950s, Betty spent a few years
as a regular on the Robert Q. Lewis Show, a CBS
daytime television variety series. She guest starred
on the prime-time Lux Show Starring Rosemary
Clooney in 1957 on NBC and made a string of
other guest television appearances, before she re
tired from show business to raise a family a few
years after her marriage to Pupi Campo in 1955.
Campo and his band performed as a feature act
for many years in Miami, Fla., and later in Las
Vegas.
Betty returned to network television news
briefly on NBC's Today. She supported John Chan
celloras one of the Today Girls in 1961 and later as
a guest sponsor performer for Hugh Downs in
1962 and 1963. Betty also worked with Barbara
Walters, who had just started as a news researcher,
writer, and reporter on Today.
The Clooney sisters remained close and sup
ported each other in challenges, usually related to
their husbands infidelities. After a few guest co
host performances on brother Nick Clooney's
WCPO and WKRC variety television shows in
Cincinnati, the sisters discussed comeback plans
for a reunion tour in the mid-1970s. It never came

to pass, because Betty died of a brain aneurysm at
age 45 in 1976. Her funeral mass was at St. Viator's
Catholic Church in Las Vegas. In Betty's honor,
Rosemary and Nickestablished the Betty Clooney
Foundation in 1983 and the Betty Clooney Center
in Long Beach, Calif. (opened in 1988), which treats
persons with traumatic brain injury. Beginning in
1986, major Hollywood performers, including
Tony Bennett, Carol Burnett, Bob Hope, Linda
Ronstadt, and Frank Sinatra, participated in Rose
mary and Nick's fundraiser for the foundation,
entitled "Singers' Salute to the Songwriter" at the
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion in Los Angeles. The
fundraiser continued into the early 1990s.
Betty's four children, listed by birth chronol
ogy, are Rosemary Cari Leary, Cathi Campo
Muckle, Carlos Campo, and Christina Stretz.
Cathi performed with Rosemary Clooney in the
1990satlive concerts and made a popular record
ing of the "Coffee Song," which the Clooney Sisters
had performed.

2006, B1.

Clooney, Rosemary Girl Singer: An Autobiography.
New York: Doubleday, 1999.

Hyatt, Wesley. The Encyclopedia of Daytime Televi
sion. New York: Billboard Books, 1997.

Kinkle, Roger. The Complete Encyclopedia of Popu
lar Music and Jazz, 1900–1950. Vol. 2. New Ro

chelle, NY: Arlington House, 1974.
Records of Betty Clooney's NBC television appear
ances between 1949 and 1963, NBC News Ar

chives, New York City.
Wood, Carlyle. TV Personalities: Biographical
Sketch Book. Vol. 1. St. Louis, Mo.; Carlyle Wood,
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John Schlipp
CLOONEY, GEORGE (b. May 6, 1961, Lexing.
ton, Ky.) Writer, director, and actor George Timo
thy Clooney is the son of Nick Clooney and Nina
Warren Clooney and the nephew of Rosemary
Clooney George has a sister, Ada, who is one year
older than he.

George Clooney at his 1979 graduation from
Due to the peripatetic nature of the radio and
television broadcast business, in which Nick Cloo

ney made his living, there were many moves dur
ing George's formative years that taught him what
would be needed to succeed in show business. He

began first grade at Blessed Sacrament Schoolin
Fort Mitchell and later attended St. Michael's
School in Columbus, Ohio, and the Western Row
and St. Susanna schools in Mason, Ohio, before

the family moved to Augusta, Ky., for his high
school education. Always a sports fan, George had
hoped to playfootball, but Augusta High School,
from which he graduated in 1979, offered only bas
ketballand baseball. He participated in both, even
tually trying out, unsuccessfully, to play profes
sional baseball with the Cincinnati Reds.

Although his career took several years to de
velop, George's livelihood turned out to be in tele
vision and motion pictures. He attended North
ern Kentucky University at Highland Heights
and, very briefly, the University of Cincinnati. In
spring 1981 his cousins Miguel and Rafi Ferrer
(two of his Aunt Rosemary's sons) and their father,
José Ferrer, went to Lexington to do a movie. They
invited George to the set. For George, this expo
sure to acting was love at first sight, and he never
looked back. When his father, Nick, tried to per
suade George to stay in school by saying, "At least
with a diploma, you'll have something to fall back
on, George replied, "If I have something to fall
back on, I'll fallback."

George cut tobacco, sold lemonade at the La
bor Day festival in Augusta, and drew caricatures
of people to get enough money together for his trip
to Los Angeles to become an actor. In fall 1981 he
climbed into an old Monte Carlo automobile, and

"Betty Clooney Dead at Age 45." CE, August 6, 1976,
B2.

"Betty Clooney Dies at 45 in Las Vegas." NYT, August
8, 1976, 41.

Bliss, Edward. Now the News: The Story of Broad
cast Journalism. New York: Columbia Univ. Press,
1991.

Augusta High School.

three days laterhehadarrived in his newly adopted
hometown of Los Angeles, ready to do what was
necessary to become an actor. Odd jobs, "cattle
calls" (highly competitive acting auditions), trad
ing work for acting lessons, auditioning, dashed
hopes, showcases, readings, and new friends all

followed, but no acting jobs materialized for
George for almost two years.
Slowly, small television appearances that he
made led to several unsuccessful television pilots.
Then in 1984 George was cast in a role for a new
television program called ER that was soon can
celed. Ironically, George's great TV success came
with a second show also named ER. His engag
ing portrayal of Dr. Doug Ross, ERs handsome
children's medical specialist, quickly transformed
George Clooney into a household name.
George had appeared in a half dozen small
films before his portrayal of Dr. Ross on television
brought him to the attention of major movie pro
ducers and directors. Never one to shrink from an

opportunity or from his responsibility, George
lived up to his five-year contract with Warner Bros.
for ER while, with the company's help in schedul
ing, he also made six movies. Half of them were
filmed during ER's summer hiatus, and the others
during regular tapings of the successful hospital
drama. Clooney was Dr. Doug Ross in scrubs in
the mornings; then in the afternoons, he would
jump on his bicycle and pedal across the Warner
production lot to various sound stages where he
made From Dusk to Dawn (1996), Batman &

Robin (1997), and The Peacemaker(1997). George
has proved his versatility with success in far
ranging movies that include Three Kings (1999);
O Brother, Where Art Thou? (2000); The Perfect
Storm (2000), Ocean's Eleven (2001); Confessions
of a Dangerous Mind (2002); Intolerable Cruelty
(2003); Ocean's Twelve (2004); Good Night, and
Good Luck (2005), Syriana (2005); Michael Clay
ton (2006); and The Good German (2006).

In 1998 George Clooney and Steven Soder
bergh formed the Section Eight Production Com
pany, which drew upon the combination of Cloo
ney'sacting and directing talents in the production

CLOONEY, ROSEMARY “ROSIE”

of Out of Sight (1998), Solaris (2002), Ocean's
Eleven (2001), Ocean's Twelve (2004), Syriana
(2005), and the highly acclaimed Good Night, and
Good Luck (2005), as well as two television series

for HBO. During this time Clooney also served as
executive producer of several "small" movies.
In 2005 George won an Academy Award for
best supporting actor as Bob Barnes in Syriana.
He set an Academy first by also being nominated
for best director and best writer for Good Night,
and Good Luck. No one had ever before been
nominated for two different movies in two differ.

ent categories.
Beginning in 2000 George has split his time
between his residences in Los Angeles and in Italy.
He was married to Talia Balsam from 1989 until

1991. The success of his career has made possible
George's philanthropic activities, including efforts
for the victims of the New York City terrorist at
tack 9/11 (2001) and of hurricane Katrina (2005).
In 2006 he and his father, Nick, traveled to the Su

Nick Clooney, host of American Movie
ClassicS.

dan, bringing attention to the plight of civil war
refugees in Darfur. In January 2008 he was desig
nated a "Messenger of Peace" by the United Na
tions. Clooney was pictured on the cover of Time
magazine of March 3, 2008, which also included a
feature article.

Clooney, George. Good Night, and Good Luck: The
Screenplay and History behind the Landmark
Movie. New York: Newmark Press, 2006.
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far afield, but they wanted to have a stable home
base. At that time Nick was hosting in Cincinnati
both a daily television talk-variety show and a daily
morning radio show. On weekends he flew to New
York City to tape The Money Maze, a daily net
work game show on ABC-TV. Within two years,
Nick returned to his great love: news, anchoring,
and serving as managing editor for WKRC-TV
news in Cincinnati. Three years later, his newscast
became the city's most successful one. Nick also
was principal anchor on Channel 13 in Salt Lake
City, Channel 4 in Buffalo, and Channel 4 in Los
Angeles, KNBC-TV. In the midst of this itinerant
lifestyle, Nick and Nina found their home. After
much searching, they chose Augusta, not only for
its beauty but also to enable their children to expe
rience the small-town life they had known, Nick in
Maysville and Nina in Perryville. The move was ev.
erything they had hoped. Both children excelled in
school and gained confidence in their own abilities
in many aspects of real life. In time other family
members followed the lure of Augusta. In addition
to aunts, uncles, and cousins who came to the re

Los Angeles Times and the Salt Lake Tribune. As
an author, Nick has published three books, includ
ing The Movies That Changed Us in November
2002. As a TV host, he was for five years a daily on
air spokesman and writer for the American Movie
Classics cable channel (AMC). He has made scores

gion, Nick's sister Rosemary had a home on River
side Dr. in Augusta for 20 years. More recently,
Nick's younger sister Gail built a home overlooking
the Ohio River in Augusta.
Clooney, Nick. Cincinnati-City of Charm: A Love
Story. Memphis, Tenn.; Towery, 1991.

— The Movies That Changed Us: Reflections on
"Is Superstar Status Ahead for Clooney?" CE, July 10,
2000, C2.

"The 100–Clooney among World's Most Influential."
KP May 1, 2006, 14C.
Stein, Joel. "Guess Who Came to Dinner?" Time,
March 3, 2008, 46–52.

Nina Clooney

of personal appearances coast-to-coast on AMC's
behalf, with a special focus on film preservation.
Earlier he hosted talk variety programs in Cincin
nati and Columbus, Ohio, and was a guest host on
programs in New York City, Washington, D.C.,
Atlanta, and Indianapolis. He also hosted for the

the Screen. New York: Alta Books, 2002.

. Nick: Collected Columns of Nick Clooney.
Cincinnati: WVUX/Xavier Univ., 1995.

"Clooney's Ease Sets His Style." February 11, 1975,
KP 4K.

"I Believe in Myself." KP, April 26, 1974,4K.

American Life TV cable channel.

Nina Clooney
Nick has accumulated a number of awards, in

CLOONEY,NICK(b. January 13, 1934, Maysville,
Ky.) Nicholas Joseph Clooney, a radio and televi
sion broadcaster and an author, was a son of An

drew and Frances Guilfoyle Clooney. Nick's parents
divorced when Nick was four years old. He and his
sisters Rosemary Clooney and Betty Clooney
stayed in Maysville with their grandmother Guil
foyle most of the time, because their mother needed
to find work in Cincinnati. The children listened to

cluding one that named him one of the "best in
business of television news," given by the Wash
ington Review of Journalism. He has received a
regional Emmy for commentary, was nominated
three times for national Emmys for his work on
AMC, and has received nearly 300 other awards.
In December 1998 Nick was presented an honor
ary doctorate of fine arts from Northern Ken
tucky University at Highland Heights. In 2000

radio broadcasts on Cincinnati station WLW, as

Nick received the President's Medal from Thomas

well as other radio stations, and fell in love with the

More College in Crestview Hills, was inducted
into the Cincinnati Journalism Hall of Fame by the
Society of Professional journalists, and received
the Distinguished Kentuckian award from the
Kentucky Broadcasters Association. In April 2001
Nick was inducted into the Kentucky Journalism

wonderful radio voices that spoke and sang to
them. In their teens, they followed their dreams:
Rosemary and Betty left Maysville to pursue suc
cessful singing careers, and Nicktook a job at age 16
at Maysville radio station WFTM that launched a
long and distinguished career in broadcasting.
The consistent thread in the career of Nick

Clooney is communication. As a television news
man, Nick has been a reporter, an anchor, a manag
ing editor, and a news director in Cincinnati; Salt
Lake City; Buffalo, N.Y.; and Los Angeles. In jour
nalism, another of his pursuits, Nick has, since
1989, contributed three columns each week to the

Cincinnati Post and the Kentucky Post dealing
with current politics, travel, and American history.
Many of his articles and op-ed pieces have appeared
in newspapers around the country, including the

Hall of Fame. In October 2005 he was inducted
into the Ohio Television Hall of Fame.

Nick is married to Nina Warren of Perryville,
who is a writer, inventor, and television host. Their
older child, Ada, also a writer, is the mother of Al

lison and Nick. The Clooneys' younger child, son
George Clooney, is a high-profile, Oscar-winning
actor and a successful producer and director in
film and television.

In the early 1970s, after several moves, Nick and
Nina decided to establish a permanent home. It was
clear that their work would continue to take them

CLOONEY, ROSEMARY, HOUSE. See Rose

mary Clooney House.
CLOONEY, ROSEMARY “ROSIE”(b. May 23,
1928, Maysville, Ky; d. June 29, 2002, Beverly Hills,
Calif.), Rosemary Clooney was one of America's
premiere pop and jazz singers and was an excellent
lyricinterpreter. The daughter of Andrew and Fran
ces Guilfoyle Clooney, Rosemary was raised in her
grandmother's house on W. Third St. Maysville.
The street where she spent her childhood days is
now named Rosemary Clooney St., and her grand
mother's house is listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. Rosemary noted in her memoir,
Girl Singer, that as a child she sat on her grand
mother's porch looking at the Ohio River and
thought of it as a promise of better times ahead and
faraway places to be seen. During Rosemary's early
years, her family life was unstable and she was shuf.
fled among different relatives. Hersiblings included
brother Nick Clooney and sister Betty Clooney.
There was also a half-sister, Gail, and a half-brother,

Andrew, Andrew died young in a drowning acci
dent. Rosemary's mother worked as a saleslady and
managed retail shops, and her father was a house
painter. The two sisters spent much of their time
with their maternal grandmother, who later moved
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to Ironton, Ohio, and eventually settled in Cincin
nati when Rosemary was in her early teens. During
this time, her mother remarried, taking son Nick to
California. Later, her father came to Cincinnati to

work during World War II at a defense plant and
to take care of the two girls, but he disappeared at
war's end. Finally, Rosemary and Betty stayed with
their Aunt Jean in the Greenhills area of Cincin

nati. Rosemary attended St. Patrick Grade School
in Maysville and Our Lady of Mercy Academy in
Cincinnati.

In 1945 Rosemary and Betty auditioned and
were hired to appear on WLW radio in Cincinnati.

dle's orchestra, the popular male vocal group the
Hi Lo's, and various guest stars.
Rosemary married actor-producer-director
José Ferrer on July 13, 1953, in Durant, Okla. After a
stormy relationship, they divorced. In 1968 Rose
mary suffered a nervous breakdown related to fam
ily challenges and to witnessing the assassination of
her close friend Robert F. Kennedy. She continued
therapy for many years, singing occasionally at
small supper clubs such as the Lookout House. She
also promoted a paper towel product in television
commercials during her recovery period.
In 1976 sister Betty died suddenly from a brain
aneurysm. In the same year, Rosemary joined Bing
Crosby on his 50th-anniversary concert tour. The
following year she signed a recording contract with
the Concord Jazz label, officially launching her sec

Moores, Lew. “Memories of Rosie: Festival Helps Save
a Landmark." SC, September 19, 2004, 1C.

The Rosemary Clooney House Inc. “The Rosemary
Clooney House, Augusta, Ky." www.rosemarycloo
ney.com/houseſ (accessed August 6, 2006).

“The Rosemary Clooney Palladium." www.rosemary
clooney.com (accessed August 6, 2006).
Severo, Richard. “Rosemary Clooney, Legendary Pop
Singer, Dies at 74." NYT, July 1, 2002, B7.

John Schlipp
CLOSSON, ASA BURTON, JR. (b. June 27,

nati, as well as remote radio broadcasts from the
Netherland Plaza Hotel in Cincinnati. In 1946 the

Gershwin, Cole Porter, and Richard Rodgers. Crit
ics praised her new, more mature singing style as
she joined forces at different performances with

sisters joined the nationally known traveling big
band of Tony Pastor. Their uncle George Guilfoyle
became their legal guardian and accompanied the
two teenage singers; Rosemary was 17 and Betty
was 15. The girls made numerous recordings with
the Pastor band. After touring with the band for
three years, they left in 1949 for separate careers.
Rosemary pursued a solo career in New York City,
where she established her own recording contract
with Columbia Records. Betty returned to WLW

Kay Starr, and Margaret Whiting to create "4 Girls
4.” The success of this tour produced the concept of
the oldies nostalgia tour. She later sang on the road
with Michael Feinstein but principally continued
to sing solo up to her last concert, December 15,
2001, at the County Basie Theatre in Red Bank, N.J.
Since 1999 the Rosemary Clooney Music Festi
val has been held in her honor annually in
Maysville to raise funds for renovation and main

1837, Norwich, Vt.; d. August 7, 1910, Ludlow, Ky).
The parents of banker and entrepreneur Asa Bur
ton Closson Jr. were Asa Burton and Carolyn Tay
lor Closson. When Asa Jr. was two years old, his
family moved to Franklin, N.H. Because he was a
sickly child, he received his entire education with
private tutors. In 1865 the family moved to Cincin
nati. Asa Jr. married Julia Payne on June 2, 1866,
and they had four children, Helen, Henry, Fannie,
and Walter. That same year, Asa Jr. opened an art
gallery in Cincinnati at 140 W. Fourth St., which he
named Clossons. The associated store initially sold
only art supplies, maps, charts, and pictures of mili
tary heroes. The family lived in Cincinnati until
about 1870, when they moved across the Ohio River
to Ludlow, Ky. There, Asa Jr. served on the Ludlow
School Board for 10 years and was a founder and
president of the Farmers and Mechanics Bank. In
1885 he purchased a Ludlow mansion, known as
Somerset Hall, which had been built by George
Kenner about 1845. Kenner, a wealthy Louisiana

WLW was known as “the nation's station," reach

ing all corners of North America. The radio spot
light led to bookings by Cincinnati bandleader
Barney Rapp, who acted as their agent. Singingen
gagements included regional clubs such as the
Beverly Hills, the Lookout House, Moonlight
Gardens at Cincinnati's Coney Island, Glenn Ren
dezvous in Newport, and Castle Farms in Cincin

ond career. She recorded some two dozen albums

with Concord, mostly showcasing American popu

larstandards from the likes of Irving Berlin, George

Rose Marie, Helen O'Connell, Barbara McNair,

in Cincinnati and later became a cohost of CBS's

tenance of the historic Russell Theater. As one of

landowner, had the house built as a retreat so his

Morning Show in New York City with Jack Paar.
Rosemary recorded numerous songs at Colum
bia that topped the charts; four became million
sellers. She also made several nightclub and televi
sion appearances in New York. During one of these

Kentucky's most popular festivals, this event draws
thousands of people from all over the nation.
In 1997 Rosemary married her longtime com
panion, Dante DiPaolo, at St. Patrick Catholic
Church, Maysville. As a dancer, he appeared in

family could escape the hot Louisiana summers.

television broadcasts, she met her future husband,

classic movie musicals such as MGM's Seven

actor José Ferrer. In 1951 Rosemary recorded one of
her biggest hits for Columbia, “Come On-A My
House." Although she initially refused to sing the
tune, her record producer, Mitch Miller, insisted

Brides for Seven Brothers (1954).
Although Rosemary spent her adult years at
her Beverly Hills home, she admitted that her his
toric Augusta home on Riverside Dr. always re
mained her haven, providing a feeling of commu
nity. Her home in Augusta now offers public tours
and features memorabilia from her legendary mu

that she record it, and it became her first million

seller. But it was the million-selling recording of
“Tenderly" that was associated with her throughout
her career and eventually became her theme song.
Her other million-selling titles included the Hank
Williams composition "Halfas Much" and the Ital
ian novelty piece “Botch a Me." During this period
at Columbia, Rosemary also recorded with band
leader Harry James.
In 1953 Rosemary debuted in her first motion
picture, The Stars Are Singing, which premiered
at the now historic Russell Theater in Maysville.
The following year she participated in what has
become a perennial holiday classic film, White
Christmas, costarring with Bing Crosby, Danny
Kaye, and Vera-Ellen.
In 1955 Rosemary was released from her Para
mount movie contract to spend more time with
her family. During this period she made many
guest appearances on popular variety television. In
1956 The Rosemary Clooney Show debuted as a
syndicated half-hour series featuring Nelson Rid

sical career.

Asa Burton Closson Jr. retired in 1895 and turned

his business over to his sons, Henry and Walter. In
1907 Walter, who was then president of Clossons,
was diagnosed with an incurable disease, and he
traveled to Europe to enjoy one last vacation. Dur
ing the trip he learned that the diagnosis he had
been given was incorrect, so to celebrate, he went
on a shopping spree. He purchased china, antiques,
and tapestries, which he sent back to the Clossons
store. He continued to make European buying trips
each year, through 1929. Asa Burton Closson Jr.
died on August 7, 1910, after along illness, and was
buried in Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati. In

Rosemary was honored with a Grammy life

the 1920s Clossons expanded its product line by of

time achievement award a few months before she

fering housewares, decorative items, and interior
design services. In 1933 the company moved into a
six-story building in Cincinnati at 421 Race St.,
which had formerly been used as a schoolhouse. In
1966 Clossons held a 100th anniversary celebration
at which they displayed works by local artists such
as Frank Duveneck, Henry Farny, Robert Henri,

died of lung cancer on June 29, 2002, and was bur
ied in St. Patrick Cemetery in Maysville. In 2002
she was inducted into the Kentucky Music Hall of
Fame. Rosemary's children include Miguel Ferrer,
Maria Ferrer Murdock, Gabriel Ferrer, Monsita

Ferrer Botwick, and Rafael Ferrer. Rosemary's
nephew is the world-famous actor George Cloo
ney (son of Nick and Nina Clooney).
Clooney, Nick, and Nina Clooney to Paul A. Tenkotte,
fax, June 17, 2006.

Clooney, Rosemary. Girl Singer: An Autobiography.
New York: Doubleday, 1999.

. This for Remembrance. New York: Playboy

and John Ruthven. In 1967 Clossons moved its

store to Fourth and Race Sts., where it began to sell
furniture, giftware, and rugs in addition to its usual
product line; the downtown Cincinnati store closed
in 2003. In 1993, the company was sold to a native
Cincinnatian, Stuart P. Sutphin III, whose father
had started the Hudson Department Stores.

Press, 1977.

Kreimer, Peggy. "For Rosie, Marriage Sealed Love and
Faith,” KP, November 11, 1997, 1K.

Alltucker, Ken. “Closson's Leaving Deprives Down
town of Marquee Name," CE, January 5, 2003, 1.

COBURN, JOHN

Demaline, Jackie. "Closson's Gallery Was a Founda
tion of City Arts Scene." CE, January 5, 2003, A11.
Goss, Charles. Cincinnati the Queen City, 1788–1912.
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used the coal to heat their homes, at first in fire

One of the largest coal companies in Covington
was the Montgomery Coal Company, on 19th St.
adjacent to the railroad tracks. In Latonia there
were two coal companies: Economy Coal Com
pany, located at about 33rd St. between Church St.
and Decoursey Ave., and Latonia lce & Fuel (see
Icehouses), which was adjacent to the Louisville
and Nashville Railroad (L&N) on Eugenia Ave.
Latonia lce & Fuel's complex took up an entire city

places and small coal-burning stoves and later in
large cast-iron furnaces that could heat an entire
home. Homes with coal furnaces had a special

coal. The company was started by two brothers, Joe
and Phil Mueller, around 1902 and incorporated in

room in the basement called a coal bin, where the

1908. Most of the coal at Latonia loe & Fuel was

November 1992.

coal was kept. Because of the dirt, this room was
always completely contained; it had a small win
dow to the outside so that coal could be put in. A

purchased from the Blue Diamond Coal Company,
arrived by railcar, and was stored in the Latonia Ice
& Fuel coal yard, either on the ground or in one of
five concrete silos. Each silo was 90 to 95 feet tall. By
use of a winch, a railcar was pulled into place over
an open pit beneath the tracks, and the fourhopper
doors in the bottom of the car were opened so that
the coal fell into the pit. In the pit an electrically
operated gate would open, allowing the coal to fall
into a largesteel bucket, which would then proceed

"The Pioneer, Montgomery, Rusk Coal Com
panies." Kenton County Historical Society News

Vol.4. Cincinnati, S.J. Clarke, 1912.

COAL COMPANIES. Most of the coal used in

Northern Kentucky came from the mountains of
Appalachia and arrived by rail or coal barge. People

load of coal was sometimes delivered to a home

and dumped in a pile near the street, and the hom
eowner would use a wheelbarrow or a wagon to
move the coal to the window and dump it into the
coal bin. For an extra charge, the company would
move the coal directly from the truck into the coal
bin by using conveyor belts. Central heating was
an improvement over fireplaces and small coal
stoves, but heating a home with coal was a very
dirty method. As the heat rose to heat the rooms,
black soot also rose and settled on the walls and

furnishings in the rooms. When cleaner-burning
sources of heat became available, many people
were happy to switch from coal heat.
J. T. Hatfield started one of the oldest coal

companies in the Northern Kentucky region, when
he opened a small coal yard on 15th St. in Coving
ton in 1882. He delivered kindling wood and coal
to homes in the immediate neighborhood, using a
small wagon he pulled by hand. He later purchased
amule and a larger cart for his deliveries. Five years
later, he acquired Bond Brothers Coal Company
and renamed it the I. T. Hatfield Coal Company.
Other coal concerns that Hatfield acquired in
cluded Blick and Philips, the largest company in
Covington, D.H.Steine & Brother; August Kultzer,
at Ninth and Pike Sts., Covington; Tighe and
Berger, 10th and Greenup Sts., Covington; Uriah
Shinkle,Second and Scott Sts., Covington, Von Vo
ken and Gobel, and the Hignite Coal Company.

block and was unusual because it sold ice as well as

on a set of rails partway up the silos and then go
straight to the top of the silos, run sideways to the
proper silo, and then move down into the silo until
it touched the coal. Touching the coal tripped a
latch.sothat the coal was deposited into thesilo. The
bucket would then return to the top of the silo and
descend for another load. Each bucket-load was
about three-fourths of aton of coal. Each of the five

silos had a chute in front that could be opened to
allow the coal to beloaded onto awaiting coal truck
and taken away for delivery. Besides delivering to
homes, Latonia Ice & Fuel had contracts with the

City of Covington to supply coal to some of its
housing projects. At the projects, the coal was
dumped through manholes into underground bins
that held approximately 20tons of coal.
Other areas within Northern Kentucky had
similar coal operations. Along the Chesapeake
and Ohio Railroad, at Brent in Campbell Co.
was the Grimm Coal and Lumber Company; in
Dayton there was the Breitenstein & Son Coal
Company; Bellevue was home to Peters Coal; and
Newport had the Newport Coal Company at 12th

and Columbia Sts., near the Wagon Bridge leading
to Clifton, and the Bell Coal Company, at Sixth
and Saratoga Sts., along the L&N Railroad. Each of
these companies had a rail siding, where coal was
unloaded from hopper cars into bins for distribu
tion to customers. In recent years, Maysville has
become a coal port city as Eastern Kentucky coal is
being brought there via the refurbished Trans
Kentucky Transportation Railroad for load
ing onto Ohio River coalbarges.
Boh, John. "The J.T. Hatfield Company (1882–1950)."
Kenton County Historical Society Newsletter,

letter, October 1992.

"Latonia Ice & Fuel," KP August 26, 1908, 2.

"Phil Mueller Rites Set for Thursday," KP June 1,
1954, 1.

Mary Jo Hardcorn
COBB, ALFRED (b. 1833, near Lusby's Mill,
Ky; d. January 25, 1904, place of death unknown).
The surname Cobb is common throughout Owen
Co., and a member of that family has provided a
quasi-autobiographical insight into life during the
19th century in the Kentucky county nicknamed
Sweet Owen. In his Liffy Leman; or, Thirty Years
in the Wilderness, Alfred Cobb says that he was
born in the hill country of Eagle Creek, and he
refers to his environs as the "wilderness." In 1830

Owenton had, at most, 50 houses; Georgetown in
Scott Co. had sophistication not found in Cobb's
backwoods wilderness: he notes that Georgetown
had log homes chinked with mortar. Cobb re
counted his Civil War experiences as a Confeder
ate under Gen. Braxton Bragg. He went towar with
his own horse, and later, after some Southern de

feats, returned home starved after an 11-day ride
from Tennessee. He described a famous hanging
in Owenton that was attended by 5,000 people.
Throughout his book, he supported temperance in
consumption of alcohol, as demonstrated by the
exemplary behavior of his character Aunt Milly.
Simply put, Cobb warned about what could hap.
pen if a person overindulged in alcohol. At 11:00
on the night of December 4, 1869, Cobb was aboard
the Ohio River steamboat United States, headed
downriver from Cincinnati near Warsaw, when

his boat collided with the upriver-bound Amer
ica. It was one of the more famous collisions in

steamboat history. Somehow Cobb made it to
safety. Naturally, in his book he indicated his sus
picion that the pilots of the United States had been
consuming alcoholic beverages. Cobb's writings
were favorites among the temperance-movement
crowd.

Cobb, Alfred. Liffy Leman; or, Thirty Years in the

Wilderness. Louisville, Ky., H. A. Kunnecke, 1890.
Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky: Standard,
1976.

Loading coal at the Latonia Ice and Fuel Company.

COBURN, JOHN (b. 1763, Philadelphia, Pa.; d.
February 1823, Maysville, Ky.) Businessman and
judge John Coburn was educated in Philadelphia.
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(1901–1909) renominated Cochran, and the U.S.

table Spirit and Vision, a literary tribute to the
social impacts resulting from the actions and in
fluences of the historically most formidable and

Senate confirmed him on December 17, 1901. Co

influential women in the state. She has been fea

He came to Kentucky in 1780 and settled, along

Kentucky, following the 1901 split of the state into

with Daniel Boone, at Boonesboro. He moved to

two

Lexington in 1784, where he entered into a busi
ness partnership with George Gordon; in the same
year Coburn was elected a Lexington town trustee.
In 1785 he was a delegate to Kentucky's first Con
stitutional Convention, at Danville. He studied law

at Transylvania University in Lexington and was

districts.

President

Theodore

Roosevelt

chran faced a variety of challenges during his 30
years on the bench. Sessions of the federal district
court that he presided over were held in Coving
ton, Lexington, Frankfort, London, and Rich

admitted to the bar in 1788. He moved to Wash

mond. Local tradition holds that he was strict on

ington, Ky., in 1794, where he operated a mercan
tile partnership with physician Dr. Basil Duke. In
1796 Coburn was nominated, along with Robert
Johnson, to mark the official boundary lines be
tween Kentucky and Virginia.
About that same time, Coburn married Mary
Ann Moss, sister of Keturah Moss Leitch Tay

moonshiners except in the case of women, who
often appeared in court with a baby in tow. Co
chran presided at a series of espionage trials in
Covington in 1918 in the midst of anti-German
sentiment during World War I (see Anti-German
Hysteria). He died in 1934 and was buried in the
Maysville Cemetery.

lor, the widow of David Leitch and later the wife

of Newport's founder, James Taylor Jr. Another
of Mary Ann's sisters was Sally, who was married
to Dr. George Gordon, the physician from Fort
Washington (Cincinnati) who treated David Leitch
ashe was dying of pneumonia. After David Leitch's

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 15186, for the year
1934.

Reis, Jim. “Americanism Triumphed in Espionage
Trials of 1918, KP, March 31, 1997, 4K.

The Spirit of a Greater Maysville and Mason
County. Maysville, Ky., Daily Independent, 1930.

death, Keturah lived for a short while with John

Coburn's family. One of the children of John and
Mary Ann Moss Coburn was Dr. James Wynn Co
burn, who later came to Newport in 1850, at the
request of his Aunt Keturah, to treat some of her
family members who were ill.
President James Madison (1809–1817) ap
pointed John Coburn superior court judge of the
Louisiana Territory, a position he held from 1806
to 1809. He resigned after being appointed revenue
collector for Kentucky's Fourth District, again by
President Madison. During the War of 1812, Co
burn served on the military staff of Kentucky gov
ernor Isaac Shelby (1792–1976 and 1812–1816).
Coburn died at the age of 60 and was buried in
Maysville.
Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincinnati.
J. M. Armstrong, 1878.
Reis, Jim. "A Killer Named Cholera Stalked Victims
Rich and Poor," KP, October 4, 1999, 4K.

COCHRAN, ANDREW McCONNELL JAN

UARY (b. February 4, 1854, Maysville, Ky.; d. June
14, 1934, Maysville, Ky). Andrew Cochran, a fed
eral district judge, was the son of Robert and Har
riett January Cochran. His grandfather McCon
nell was killed at the Battle of Blue Licks. Part of

Andrew Cochran's education in Maysville was at
the Maysville Academy, whose primary educa
tor was W. W. Richeson, a noted scholar through
out the region. Cochran attended Centre College
in Danville, Ky., and graduated with honors from
the Harvard Law School at Cambridge, Mass, in
1874. Returning to Maysville, he became president
of three companies, the Maysville Street and Trans
fer Company, the Cotton Mills, and the Maysville
Gas Company. He also was director of the January
and Wood Company for 30 years and director of
the water company. In 1882 he married Lucy McEl
roy of Marion Co., and they had three children.
On April 24, 1901, President William McKin
ley (1897–1901) appointed Cochran the first dis
trict judge for the eastern federal court district of

John Klee

tured in more than 100 selected exhibitions, more

than 50 art trade books and catalogs, and more
than 50 periodical and newspaper articles. Because
Cochran wants to be the most critical judge of her
own works, she critiques them by hanging them
outside her Rabbit Hash studio window on the side

of the barn, to give her the proper perspective.
Cochran's very feminine expression of the sub
ject matter treated in her art, coupled with her pre
ferred medium of fabric, recalls the strong but
gentle matriarchal influences of her roots and up
bringing. Her mother, grandmothers, and aunts all
played a part in formulating her artistic styles and
her method of delivery. Cochran began painting at
an early age under the tutelage of her maternal
grandmother, and thus she learned something of
the patience and determination required to teach
grade school art in the Erlanger-Elsmere school
system as she continued her art studies and career.
To execute the abstract expressionistic style of
painting that she preferred, she soon forsook the

COCHRAN, JANE BURCH (b. October 11,

canvas for the fabric medium that has defined her

1943, Louisville, Ky.) Artist Jane Hill Burch Co
chran is the daughter of Judson Kerfoot Burch of

cles of the art quilt.

role as a celebrated leader in the international cir

Clover, Halifax Co., Va., and Mildred James Burch
Heilerman, Diana. “Stitch Wizardry,” LCI, January

of Leitchfield, Grayson Co., Ky. Growing up, Jane
migrated from Louisville to Michigan and New
Jersey, where she received her primary and second
ary education. She then returned to Kentucky and
earned a BA degree from Centre College in Dan
ville in 1965, the same year her parents and her
only brother moved back to Louisville.

14, 2001.

Mitchell, Rebecca, “Kentucky Women," KP, February
4, 1998, 2KK.

Potter, Eugenia K.,ed. Kentucky Women: Two Centu
ries of Indomitable Spirit and Vision. Louisville,
Ky: Four Colour Imports (Big Tree Press), 1997.
Don Clare

In 1966 Cochran moved to Cincinnati, where

she held various full-time jobs while preparing for
her formal art training at the Cincinnati Art Acad
emy, which extended from 1967 through 1970. It
took her until 1980 finally to localize her artistic
expression to the medium of fabric, in the form of
art quilts. She has produced 135 such quilts and is
recognized internationally for her work. Her works
have been displayed in England, Ireland, Finland,
the Netherlands, the American Embassy in Uru
guay, and many additional European venues. She
was one of 30 distinguished quilt artists of the
world whose quilts were exhibited at the 2002 To
kyo International Great Quilt Festival. Her works
have appeared in Japanese, British, and German
publications, and she has lectured and taught
across the United States. Her art quilts have trav
eled in exhibits to almost every state of the United
States, including Alaska, and are included in the
collections of the National Underground Railroad
Freedom Center in Cincinnati, the Kentucky His
tory Center in Frankfort, the University of Ken
tucky Art Museum in Lexington, the Delta Air
Lines International Concourse in Atlanta, Ga., the

Federal Reserve Bank in Cincinnati, and myriad
national business corporateheadquarters through
out the Midwest. Her most prestigious Kentucky
recognition was her inclusion in the 1997 edition
of Kentucky Women: Two Centuries of Indomi

COHEN SHOE STORES. Dan Cohen, the

founder of this company, which was also known as
the Dan Cohen Shoe Company, was born on April
22, 1840, in Oldenzaal, Netherlands. He immi

grated to the United States in 1878 and came to
Covington, Ky., in 1887. There he opened a general
merchandise store, which he operated until 1893.
At that time he decided to specialize in shoe sales
and opened a small shoe store in Covington at 124
Pike St. He later opened a second store at 833 Mon
mouth St. in Newport and a third at Fifth and Cen
tral in Cincinnati. The distinctive wrapping paper
Cohen used in his stores had anchors printed on it,
and his many friends and customers knew him as
Anchor Dan. Dan Cohen died on August 2, 1903,
at age 62 and was buried in the Judah Torah Burial
Grounds in Price Hill, Cincinnati. Shortly before
his death, he had turned the business over to his

three sons, Abraham, Moses, and Daniel. By 1910

the Covington store had grown enough that larger
quarters were needed, so a new store was built at
22–24–26 Pike St. The brick building measured 93
x 120 feet and was designed by noted Covington
architect Lyman Walker. It was the largest shoe
store in Kentucky. Over the next few years, Cohen's
sons opened a chain of Dan Cohen Shoe Stores
throughout the Midwest. At the height of their
business success, they were operating 38 stores and

COLD SPRING

had more than 500 employees. They were also
wholesaling shoes to many other companies. Dis
tribution was made from a large warehouse on
Vine St. in Cincinnati. The Dan Cohen Shoe Com

pany survived the Great Depression years and
the shortages of World War II, but it faced in
creased competition after the war. Its market share
gradually declined, and the company ceased oper
ations in 1957.

"Cohen Building Completed,” KP, August 15, 1910, 3.
“Dan Cohen Dead," KP, August 3, 1903, 1.
“40th Anniversary of the Cohen Company," KP, Oc
tober 19, 1933, 1.

“New Penny's Store in Covington," KP, October 29,
1941, 1.

St. Mary, Franklin J., and James W. Brown, comps.
Covington Centennial: Official Book and Pro
gram. Covington, Ky:Semple and Schram, 1914.

COLDIRON, BLANCHE (b. April 22, 1922,
Pine Ridge, Wolfe Co., Ky; d. November 20, 2005,
Crittenden, Grant Co., Ky). Blanche Coldiron,
prominently known as "Blanche the Mountain
Girl," played the banjo with the Kentucky Hillbil
lies, an Appalachian traditional music group that
performed during the Great Depression. Born to
parents Harlan and Betty Sparks Hurt in 1922, she
moved with her family to Powell Co., Ky., when she
was six years old. After listening to entertainer
Uncle Dave Macon play banjo on the Grand Old
Opry radio show from Nashville, Tenn., Blanche,
who was only age nine, taught herself to play the
instrument. She could play the banjo using five dif.
ferent picking styles, including the core old-time
down-stroke picking style known as "claw ham
mer," which was her customary style. She also
played the bass, the guitar, the fiddle, and the man
dolin. In 1937 Blanche joined her older brother,
Oasa Hurt, to play for Asa Martin's Kentucky Hill
billies on WHAS (Louisville) and WLAP (Lexing
ton) radio broadcasts, as well as public shows in
the region. According to her son Jim Coldiron,
Blanche's parents were quite concerned about hav
ing their 15-year-old daughtergo on the road with
a band of boys. But since her older brother was part
of the band, her parents allowed her to participate.
Blanche's association with the band was short

lived, however, because her family moved to Grant
Co. when she was 17 years old. She was hospitalized
with pneumonia for a year and afterward married
Earl Coldiron at age 21 and began to raise a family.
She resumed her music career, performing locally
at dances, fairs, and family gatherings.
Blanche's public performances were post
poned when her first child, daughter Carolyn, de
veloped encephalitis at three years old. Most of
Blanche's time was spent as a dedicated caregiver
for Carolyn. Nevertheless, her son Jim remembers
that Blanche's heart was always in music; she

taught him how to play the banjo, the fiddle, the
guitar, and the mandolin. Her other daughter, San
dra Coldiron Good, occasionally sang along with
Jim and Blanche.

After Carolyn died in 1996, Blanche wrote
songs, mentored other musicians, and returned

to perform on the banjo in public while in her
70s. At this time she was rediscovered by tradi
tional Appalachian music expert John Harrod
of Owenton. He recorded her banjo performances
as part of a collection released in 1999 by Rounder
Records, entitled Kentucky Old-Time Banjo,
showcasing a sampling of traditional banjo per
formers from the Bluegrass State. In addition to
playing the banjo, Blanche was a natural story
teller with a pleasant personality and loved to talk
about her experiences with the Kentucky Hillbil
lies act that traveled to remote schoolhouses

throughout Jackson and Clay counties in Eastern
Kentucky.
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door to it was the St. Joseph Orphanage (see Dioc
esan Catholic Children's Home), which opened
in 1866. The St. Joseph Catholic Church moved
south on U.S. 27 into a new building in 1960. After
the orphanage merged with another orphanage
and moved to Kenton Co., the Disabled Ameri

can Veterans built its national headquarters on
the former orphanage's site in 1966.
One of the first schools in Cold Spring was
the Walnut Hills Academy. Established by Rev.
N. C. Pettitt before the Civil War as a private
school, it became a Union Army Headquarters
during the war. Afterward, it reopened but strug
gled. In 1876 the Cold Spring Independent School

In June 2005 Blanche was honored with More

District was established and took over the acade

head State University's Appalachian Treasure
Award for her lifelong contribution to the cultural
heritage of Appalachia. A special display in her
honor is exhibited at the Kentucky Music Hall of
Fame and Museum in Renfro Valley. The muse

my's building for its use. Eventually, during the
1940s, the Campbell Co. Public Schools be
came responsible for the schools in Cold Spring. At

um's current codirector, Robert Lawson, affirms

Blanche as one of the finest banjo players from
Kentucky, as well as a great influence on younger
generations of new banjo players. She died in late
2005 and was buried at the Hill Crest Cemetery in
Dry Ridge.
“Blanche the Mountain Girl,” Kentucky Life, pro

gram 313, aired February 3, 1997. Kentucky Educa
tional Television, Lexington, Ky.
Coldiron, Jim. Telephone interview by John Schlipp,
Fort Wright, Ky., January 20, 2007.
Collinsworth, Matt. E-mail to John Schlipp, January
22, 2007.

Goodman, Rebecca. “B. Coldiron, Extraordinary
Banjo Player." KE, November 26, 2005, B9.
Harrod, John, and Mark Wilson, producers. Kentucky
Old-Time Banjo. Program notes. Cambridge, Mass.:
Rounder Records Corp., 1999.

John Schlipp
COLD SPRING. Cold Spring in Campbell Co.
dates back to about 1790, when Col. David Leitch

settled Leitch's Station nearby in Wilder and first
traveled through what is now the Cold Spring

the intersection of E. Alexandria Pk and U.S. 27

there were several other important buildings be
sides the Walnut Hills Academy/the Cold Spring
School. This is where the home of Dr. George W.
Ragan was located; today the property is the loca
tion of the offices for Griffin Industries. Directly
across the street, where there was once a post office,
sat the Pike 27 Auto Theatre (see Drive-Ins) and a

number of popular restaurants, including Buck
skin Bev's, the Frontier Cattle Company, Guys and
Dolls (a dance club), and the Plantation. A palm
reader (see Gypsies) was also located nearby for a
while. Just down the road to the south was a man

sion called Twelve Maples, and a short way off E.
Alexandria Pk and Dodsworth Ln, was Holly Hill
Orphanage. This orphanage, originally named
the Campbell Co. Protestant Home (see Camp
bell Co. Protestant Orphans Home), had been
moved to Cold Spring from Newport in 1952. In
1990 the Holly Hill Orphanage moved to Wash
ington Trace Rd. in Campbell Co., and its prop
erty was sold to the City of Cold Spring for offices
and a park. Also along Dodsworth Ln. in Cold
Spring is the Campbell Lodge boys' home,
opened in 1958. The institution, run by the Diocese
of Covington (see Roman Catholics), is in the

community. The Mouth of the Licking Baptist

former home of Henry Farny, a world-renowned

Church was established at Cold Spring in 1794.
Today, this congregation is called the First Bap
tist Church of Cold Spring. The name Cold Spring
comes from the many springs found in the envi
rons of the city. Two springs in particular are re
ferred to as “the cold springs.” One spring is behind
the Ameristop corporate offices on the east side of

artist.

Alexandria Pk. (U.S. 27); the other is beside the

townhouse condominiums off Bunning Ln, west
of U.S. 27. Either one could be the original "cold
spring."
The city of Cold Spring was incorporated in
1941, after being threatened with annexation by
nearby Highland Heights. The local 1883 Lake
atlas shows commercial activity in the Cold Spring
district: the Six Mile House tavern, a blacksmith

shop, stores, a tollhouse, and a post office; also
listed are a Catholic church, a cemetery, and an or
phans' asylum. St. Joseph Catholic Church in
Cold Spring was begun during the 1870s. Next

In the 1960s, Industrial Rd. (Ky. Rt. 1998) was
built connecting U.S. 27 with the Mary Ingles
Highway (Ky. Rt. 8). Along this road, the Grimm
family opened a lumberyard (now Barleycorn's).
US. 27 was straightened in 1940 and completely
rebuilt in 1974. On the outskirts of Cold Spring to
the north, the Lakeside Place Nursing Home (see
Nursing Homes) was built, and later the Camp
bell Co. Extension Office relocated there. Many
new homes, condominiums, and businesses have

appeared recently. The AA Highway opened in
1990, and in 2004 Cold Spring was recognized as
the fastest-growing city in Kentucky. Two shop
ping centers have opened at the intersection of
U.S. 27 and the AA Highway. With the planned
developments of more than 1,000 new homes and
condominiums, Cold Spring's further growth is
assured. In the 2000 U.S. census, Cold Spring had
a population of 3,806.
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An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.

Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,
Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
U.S. Census Bureau. "American FactFinder. DataSet.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent
Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
March 21, 2006).
Kenneth A. Reis

might take between one and two years to complete.
This technical or vocational training provided by
the armed services to its people is one of the over
looked cold war benefits to the American economy
during the 1950s and 1960s. Each year, a steady
stream of men and women left the military trained
in skills needed by business and industry.
Northern Kentucky during this period also
had various National Guard, Army, Navy, and
Coast Guard reserve units meeting in the area.
Covington was home to U.S. Naval and Coast

COLD WAR. The cold war, which lasted from

Guard reserve units from the late 1940s until the

1946 until 1990, was a conflict between the Soviet

early 1970s. Two U.S. Army Reserve units were
based at Fort Thomas, the 478th Engineer Battal
ion and the 15th Psychological Operations Battal
ion. Kentucky National Guard units were the 118th
Maintenance Company (Light Equipment) at Wal
ton; Company A, 206th Engineer Battalion, 35th
Infantry Division, at Maysville; and Battery A, 2nd
Howitzer Battalion, 138th Field Artillery, at Car
rollton. At various times during national alerts and
exercises, Strategic Air Command (SAC) bombers
and Air Defense Command (ADC) interceptors

Union, along with its allies of the Warsaw Pact,
and the United States, with its allies in the North

American Treaty Organization (NATO). It was a
battle over restricted private property rights as well
as for ideological world domination. The cold war
had little direct impact on the daily life of the gen
eral population living in Northern Kentucky, but
many individuals within the region were directly
affected by it. Northern Kentucky had no major
military base considered essential to the overall
military defense of the United States. The Fort
Thomas Military Reservation, during this pe
riod, was limited to providing space for a U.S.
Army Reserve unit, offering housing either to of
ficers assigned to the Cincinnati District of the
Corps of Engineers or to the Veterans Administra
tion, and conducting medical examinations for
recruits entering the armed forces.
The U.S. government during the cold war iden
tified numerous possible targets within the coun
try that the Soviet Union might strike with nuclear
weapons delivered by aircraft or missiles. Among
these possible Soviet targets were sites within
Northern Kentucky such as the steel mill in New
port, the Greater Cincinnati International Air
port (CVG) in Boone Co. (today the Cincinnati/
Northern Kentucky International Airport),
the power plants along the Ohio River in Mason
and Gallatin counties, the railroad yards in Ken
ton and Campbell counties, and the phone switch
ing station in Grant Co. The most prominent target
listed by the U.S. government within the immedi
ate area was the General Electric jet engine plant at
Evendale, Ohio. A consequence of this possible
Soviet-target designation for portions of Northern
Kentucky was the development of a civil defense
program. Many local chambers of commerce lob
bied to get their city or county added to the list of
possible Soviet targets; apparently they wanted
their community to be recognized as worthy of
such status.

The national Selective Service System, which
drafted selected males into the armed forces for

two years of service, individually affected all males
over age 18 between 1946 and 1973. Many young
men, realizing that they could be drafted, joined
one of the branches of the armed forces for four

year enlistments. Military recruiting stations were
located in all county seats on a full-time or part
time basis. A four-year volunteer for military duty
could count ongoing to a military technical school
to learn a trade, whereas technical schooling was
denied to military draftees, since such schooling

move the military rapidly throughout the country
and to serve as emergency runways for aircraft op
erations. It led to the building of I-71, I-75, I-275, and
I-471 in the Northern Kentucky region, plus four
modern bridges across the Ohio River: the Brent
Spence Bridge (I-75–I-71), the Daniel Carter
Beard Bridge (I-471), and the two I-275 bridges,
the Carroll C. Cropper Bridge to Indiana and the
Combs-Hehl Bridge to eastern Cincinnati.
Commonwealth of Kentucky. Annual Reports, Ken
tucky Department of Military Affairs—1950 to
1992, Kentucky Department of Military Affairs,
Frankfort, Ky.

Friedman, Norman. The Fifty-Year War—Conflict
and Strategy in the Cold War. Annapolis, Md.
U.S. Naval Institute, 1999.

Gregory, Richard, ed. Cold War America—1950 to
1990. New York: Facts on File, 2003.

Charles H. Bogart
COLEMAN, JOHN (b. January 31, 1868, Cov.
ington, Ky.; d. September 14, 1943, Cincinnati,
Ohio). Black businessman John Coleman, the son

were based at the Greater Cincinnati International

Airport. A Coast Guard Auxiliary unit, some of
whose members were Northern Kentucky resi
dents, was located in Cincinnati, and a U.S. Air

Force Civil Air Patrol unit operated in the Greater
Cincinnati area. In addition, a number of local

high schools were home to Junior Reserve Officer
Training Corps (ROTC) units.
The counties of Boone, Campbell, and Kenton,
as part of the Greater Cincinnati Area, were pro
tected by four Nile Hercules surface-to-air missile
sites manned by U.S. Army or National Guard

of David and Mary C. Coleman, moved to Cincin
nati in 1882 and in 1884 took a position as the head
bellman at the Palace Hotel, where he continued

working for 12 years. He resided at 730 Barr St. in
the city's West End. In 1911 Coleman became an
elevator operator at the Methodist Book Concern,
a position he held for 30 years. While there, he
began pursuing a career in real estate sales. In 1918
he moved from the Barr St. address to 1214 Lincoln

Ave. in the Walnut Hills neighborhood of Cincin
nati, where he opened the Coleman Real Estate
Company, the first African American real estate

units from 1960 to 1970. These sites, all armed with
4 launch rails and 12 missiles housed in under

firm in the area. Later, he moved his real estate of.
fice to Richmond St. in Cincinnati's West End.

groundstorage, were located at Dillsboro, Ind. (Nile
missile site Cincinnati-Dayton No. 63, or CD-63);
Oxford, Ohio (CD-78); Wilmington, Ohio (CD
27); and Felicity, Ohio (CD-46).
Northern Kentucky's closest direct encounters
with the cold war, as a community, were during the
Berlin Wall confrontation of 1961 and during the

Coleman was a 32nd degree Mason; politically,
he was a Republican, Coleman was also active in
the Methodist Episcopal Church. He served as
president of the United Order of Good Shepherds,
for 10 years was a member of the Walnut Hills Wel.
fare Association, and belonged to both the Negro
Protective Association and the Queen City Foun

Cuban Missile Crisis in October 1962, when there
arose a short-term interest in home fallout shelters

tain No. 853. In the 1940s, Coleman served as sec

and the development of local fully staffed civil de
fense organizations. Another time the cold war
became part of the fabric of the community was
during the debates over the Vietnam War in the

of the American Federation of Labor, located in
downtown Cincinnation Plum St. He died at his

retary of the Colored Waiter Alliance Local No.541

home in Walnut Hills in 1943 and was buried in

Union Baptist Cemetery in Cincinnati.

late 1960s.

The drawdown of the military and of the U.S.
war industrial base during the 1990s had little vi
sual impact on the region. The end of the cold war
did, however, affect the area both directly and in
directly whenever military equipment contracts
were canceled or modified. The trickle-down effect

caused some industries and services to go out of
business or switch to other products. The physical
landscape of Northern Kentucky, however, holds
no structure that can be linked with the cold war

except for the Interstate Highway System (see
Expressways).
The Interstate Highway System was conceived
and enacted under the administration of President

Dwight D. Eisenhower in the 1950s as a means to

Dabney, W. P. Cincinnati's Colored Citizens. Cin
cinnati: Dabney, 1926.
“Death Notices,” CTS, September 15, 1943, 26.
Obituary. CTS, September 16, 1943, 36.

William's Cincinnaticity directories, 1884–1944.
Theodore H. H. Harris

COLEMAN'S SPRINGS. A few hundred yards
above the mouth of the South Licking River in
Pendleton Co., near Falmouth, is where the crystal
clear water of Coleman's Springs bubbles forth.
This water source had been longknown to Ameri
can Indians when British captain Henry Byrd
(see Bird’s [Byrd's] War Road) and the irascible
Simon Girty reportedly drank from it on their

COLONIAL COTTAGE

way to the Ruddells Mills massacre in 1780. Close
by was the home of the legendary Simon the Trap
per, who lived there for years before moving west
ward to avoid the onslaught of civilization. Cole
man's Springs is where Pendleton Countians came
during droughts and hauled off wagons loaded
with barrels of water. In recent years, there has
been talk of using the water to manufacture ice.
Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.
1994].

Collins, Richard H. "Memorial to the General Assem

Collins, Richard H. “Memorial to the General Assem

bly of Kentucky of 1871–2,” 1871, Kentucky Gate

bly of Kentucky of 1871–2,” 1871, Kentucky Gate
way Museum, Maysville, Ky.

way Museum, Maysville, Ky.
“It Was Century Ago That Lewis Collins Died,"
Maysville Ledger Independent, June 16, 1970, 1.

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
"Lewis Collins Kentucky History Soon Available."
Maysville Daily Independent, February 12, 1960,3.
"Peers Compiled History of Kentucky, Credit Was
Due His Brother-in-Law," Murray (Ky.) Ledger

Bryants Station, Ky.; d. January 29, 1870, Lexington,
Ky). Kentucky historian Lewis Collins was born in
Fayette Co., Ky. He was the third son of Richard
Collins of Virginia, who had served during the
Revolutionary War. Lewis Collins had no formal
education. Orphaned at age 13, he became a print
er's apprentice for the Paris Citizen newspaper in
Paris, Ky., at age 16. He helped found the Washing
ton Union newspaper at Washington, Ky., and be
came its associate publisher in 1818. In 1820 he was
the editor and publisher of the Maysville Eagle. He
held that post for more than 20 years.
In 1823 Collins married Mary Eleanor Peers,
daughter of Maj. Valentine Peers, a Virginian who
served during the Revolutionary War and was with
George Washington at Valley Forge in Pennsylva
nia. In 1847 Collins published the book that made
him famous, Historical Sketches of Kentucky. Its
contents ranged from early explorations in Ken
tucky and the surrounding regions to events of his
own period. The book was a collective effort based
largely on research begun by Collins's brother-in
law, Henry Peers, who died before it was published.
It was revised and substantially expanded in a sec
ond version published by Lewis's son Richard
Collins in 1874.

Lewis Collins became the first judge of the Ma
son Co. Court in 1851 and served until 1855. He

was also a school commissioner for 20years; served
as president, secretary, and treasurer of several

Kentucky turnpike companies; was a deacon in the
Presbyterian Church; and owned a book business.
Politically, Collins was a Whig and a supporter
of Henry Clay. In 1844 he served as secretary to a
citizens' committee seeking changes in laws that
discouraged abolitionists from inciting slaves to
flee. Yet in 1845 he denounced Cassius Clay's anti
slavery newspaper the True American as "reck
less" and “incendiary." In 1860 Collins served as
vice president of a committee of Kentucky and

Col Owens

COLLINS, RICHARD HENRY(b. May 4, 1824,
Maysville, Ky; d. January 1, 1888, Maryville, Mo).
Richard Henry Collins, a famous Kentucky histo
rian, was the son of Judge Lewis Collins, histo
rian, journalist, and public servant, and Mary El
eanor Peers, daughter of Maj. Valentine Peers, a
Virginian who served during the Revolutionary
War and was with George Washington at Valley
Forge in Pennsylvania.
Richard Collins graduated from Centre Col
lege at Danville, Ky., in 1842 and from Transylva
nia Law School at Lexington in 1846. He received
an LLD degree from Austin College in Texas in
1880. Collins followed his father as editor of the

Maysville Eagle, serving from 1845 to 1850 and
again from 1853 to 1857. He practiced law from
1851 to 1853 in Maysville and later in Cincinnati
from 1862 to 1871, while residing in Covington. It
was said that he often gave legal advice without
charging a fee. He founded the Danville Review in
1861 and served as its publisher for a time.
Collins married Mary Cox, daughter of Ed
ward Cox of Maysville, in 1846. They had six chil
dren. Following his father's death in 1870, Collins
moved back to Maysville. The Kentucky legislature
contracted to provide copies of his father's Histori
cal Sketches of Kentucky to all public school li
braries in the state. Collins attempted to persuade
the legislature to adopt the work as the official his
tory of Kentucky and to require every schoolchild
to read it. However, the measure proved controver
sial and Collins's attempt was unsuccessful.
In 1874 Collins published a revised and sub
stantially expanded version of the work, called
Collins’ History of Kentucky. Included in its two

Morton, jennie C. “Sketch and Picture of Richard H.

Collins, Historian," RKHS 7, no. 19 (May 1909):
10–16.

Col Owens

opened a restaurant in a small white cottage in Er
langer to feed the local tobacco warehouse work
ers. Known as the Colonial Cottage, the restaurant
served basic home-cooked meals, including fried
chicken, meatloaf, and the cream pies that soon be
came popular. It was not long before locals and
Dixie Highway travelers discovered this cozy
dining gem and joined the tobacco men at the Co
lonial Cottage. Rumor has it that Elvis Presley once
ate at the restaurant on his way home to Tennessee,
following his stint in the U.S. Army.
Clara Rich operated the restaurant for 37 years
and then sold it to Verne Epperson. Epperson, a
native of Dry Ridge, had eaten at the restaurant
only a few times when he decided to purchase the
business. The purchase deal was struck in 1970 and
the restaurant changed hands. In 1987 Epperson
and his wife, Bonnie, took the restaurant into a

new era by moving it from the old tiny cottage to a
newly constructed building less than one block
away, where the seating capacity was nearly dou
bled. The relocated restaurant thrived.

In July 1999 the Eppersons sold the Colonial
Cottage to the next generation of owners, Matthew
and Noelle Higdon Grimes. The Grimeses, both
graduates of Centre College in Danville, Ky., have
strong ties throughout Kentucky, stretching from
Ashland to Danville and from Louisville to North

ern Kentucky. Their innate love for both Kentucky
history and Kentucky food made the purchase of
the Colonial Cottage a good fit for this young cou
ple. Under their guidance, a small banquet room
was added, the restaurant's floor plan was rede
signed, and a catering business was established.
Throughout these changes, the food quality and
offerings at the restaurant have remained consis
tent with the original high standards established
decades earlier. Fried chicken dinners are still

volumes were annals, historical sketches, a short

history of the commonwealth of Kentucky, a his
tory of each county, and a wealth of statistical and
biographical information. This work was acknowl
edged as the most inclusive history of the period.

served on Tuesday nights, salmon croquettes are a
staple on Friday nights, and a variety of cream pies
are always on the menu. Breakfast is served all day,
and goetta is a hot menu item for the local dining
crowd.

In 1877 Collins moved to Louisville and lived
there for the remainder of his life. He died in 1888

Ohio citizens devoted to the Union and commit

ted to standing by it regardless of developments.
Collins died in January 1870 in Lexington and
was buried in Maysville Cemetery. The Kentucky
legislature passed a resolution noting his achieve
ments and also contracted for copies of his book to
be provided to public school libraries throughout
the state. Richard Collins spoke before the General
Assembly urging its members to adopt Historical
Sketches of Kentucky as official state history and
require every schoolchild to read it.

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.

COLONIAL COTTAGE. In 1933 Clara Rich

and Times, March 30, 1976, 12.

Mildred Belew

COLLINS, LEWIS (b. December 25, 1797, near
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in Missouri while visiting a daughter and was bur
ied in Maysville Cemetery. Shortly after his death,
the Kentucky legislature purchased his library,
which is housed at the Kentucky Historical Society
in Frankfort. A state historical marker noting
Richard Collins's achievements stands today along
Scott St. near the Kenton Co. Public Library in
Covington.
“Collins, Richard H." Lexington Gazette, May 22,
1886.

On August 2, 2005, the Colonial Cottage
gained national attention for its quality products
and unique dishes. The television Travel Chan
nel's Taste of America devoted an episode to the
phenomenon of goetta and featured the Colonial
Cottage on the show. As a part of the episode, the
restaurant put together a minifestival to show
just how much Northern Kentuckians love their
goetta.

The Colonial Cottage has seen a lot of changes
since its opening in 1933 recessions, wars, bull
markets, weddings, and births. Through them all,
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the quaint restaurant has remained an integral
part of the Erlanger business community and pro
vides a constant reminder of home, family, and
friends. The restaurant continues to have a loyal
following, and its owners and staff develop per
sonal relationships with customers. In 2006 it be
came one of Northern Kentucky's first restaurants
to implement a nonsmoking policy.
“Regulars Go for Food, Family—Colonial Cottage

Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs. Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

COLTER, JOHN (b. ca. 1774, Staunton, Va.; d.

May 7, 1812, near New Haven, Mo.). Explorer John
Colter was of Ulster-Scottish descent. The Colter

family moved to Limestone (present-day Maysville),
and there Colter met Capt. Meriwether Lewis in
1803 as Lewis descended the Ohio River. Colter en

Offers Home-Style Cooking, Ambience,” KE, Sep
tember 20, 2003, B1.

"Taste Treats,” SC, August 22, 2004, 2C.
“We Plan to Be Here for Next Half-Century, Says
Restaurateur," KP, August 31, 2004, 3B.

Noelle Higdon Grimes and
Matthew J. Grimes

COLSTON FAMILY. In the late 18th century,
Raleigh Colston, who was born in Virginia on May
11, 1747, purchased from his brother-in-law Wil
liam Peachy a 5,000-acre tract along the Ohio
River that today is included in the western suburbs
of Covington. Several members of the Colston
family had immigrated to the United States during
the mid-1600s and settled in Northumberland Co.,

Va., and Raleigh was a descendant of those early
immigrants.

Raleigh's father was a friend of James Taylor
Sr., whose son James Taylor Jr. was the founder
of Newport. The Colstons intermarried with the
Bealls, whose descendants were early settlers of
eastern Campbell Co.(see Benjamin Beall). About
1750 Raleigh Colston and his brother William in
herited a large plantation estate along the Rappah
annock River from their uncle Daniel Hornby.
Eventually, Raleigh Colston became an attor
ney. He married Elizabeth Marshall, a sister of U.S.
chief justice John Marshall, and the couple had
several children, including a son Edward. Raleigh
and his brother-in-law William Peachy soon began
buying up military warrants in the west from vet
erans of both the French and Indian War and

the Revolutionary War. In 1789 Peachy was
given several tracts of land for his military service;
part of that land was the Northern Kentucky tract
sold to Raleigh Colston. As native Virginian James
Taylor Sr. had done, Colston, the patriarch of the
Colston family, sent his son to manage his North
ern Kentucky lands while he, the father, stayed on
in Virginia. Raleigh Colston later moved to North
ern Kentucky to be close to his son.
Edward Colston married twice, and his family
made their home in downtown Covington. One of
Edward's children, Edward Jr., married Sally Coles
Stevenson, a daughter of future Kentucky gover
nor John White Stevenson (1867–1871). When

Sally Colston died in 1890, Edward Jr. married her
sister, Mary White Stevenson. Mary died in 1917
and Edward Jr. died in 1928. Many members of the
Colston family were buried in Spring Grove Cem
etery in Cincinnati.
Edward Colston Papers, box 2, folder 11, Cincinnati
Historical Society, Cincinnati.

"Raleigh Colston Resurvey, Campbell Co." Court
Order Book B, Courthouse, Alexandria, Ky.

listed in the Corps of Northwest Discovery on Oc
tober 15, 1803, at Maysville. He later became the first
white man to see what is today Yellowstone Park.
After spending the difficult winter of 1803–
1804 at Camp River Dubois, across from the
mouth of the Missouri River, the expedition
headed west, and Colter soon proved to be one of
the group's most dependable hunters. Because of
his skills as a woodsman, he was selected to search

for missing expedition member George Shannon
in 1804 and to take part in the 1805 reconnaissance
of the Salmon River in Idaho. As the expedition
neared Fort Mandan in present-day North Dakota
in August 1806, they met two trappers, Forest
Hancock and Joseph Dickson, who were going up
the Missouri River. Hancock and Dickson per
suaded Colter, with little difficulty, to leave the ex
pedition and to return to the beaver-trapping
country he had just left. History does not record
the fate of Hancock and Dickson, but in spring

Manuel's Fort. Later that winter, he was retracing
his trail to the Gallatin Fork to retrieve the traps
dropped in the water, where he and Potts had been
caught, and Colter was attacked by the Blackfeet a
second time. His escape this time persuaded him
to leave the mountains and the beaver-trapping
country and never return.
Colter was back in the St. Louis area in May
1810 and married a woman named Nancy Hooker;
the couple had one son, Hiram. John Colter sued
the estate of Meriwether Lewis for $599, his expe
dition pay, but later settled for $377. Colter joined a
group of Mounted Rangers, led by Nathan Boone,
son of Daniel Boone, to defend the region around
St. Louis from Indian attacks during the War of
1812. He served with Boone from March until

May 1812. In May 1812 Colter died. His burial
place is unknown but is believed to be near New
Haven, Mo.
Harris, Burton. John Colter: His Years in the Rock
ies. Lincoln: Univ. of Nebraska Press, 1993.

Holmerg, James J. Exploring with Lewis and Clark:
The 1804 Journal of Charles Floyd. Norman:
Univ. of Oklahoma Press, 2004.

Morris, Larry E. The Fate of the Corps. New Haven,
Conn.; Yale Univ. Press, 2004.

Moulton, Gary E. The Journals of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition. Lincoln: Univ. of Nebraska
Press, 1993.

James L. Mallory

1807, at the mouth of the Platte River, Colter met

St. Louis, Mo., entrepreneur Manuel Lisa with a
trapping party headed for the Yellowstone River.
Former expedition members George Drouillard,
John Potts, and Peter Wiser were in the group.
John Colter was urged a second time to return to
the beaver-trapping country, and he did so. In Oc
tober 1807, at the confluence of the Bighorn and
Yellowstone Rivers in present-day Montana, Lisa
and the party built Fort Raymond, more popularly
called Manuel's Fort. In November, Lisa sent Colter

with a supply of trade items to let the Crow Indians
know that the fort was open for trade. Colter's 1807–
1808 tour through the thermal region, which later

COLUMBIA SUSSEX CORPORATION. Co

lumbia Sussex, a Fort Mitchell-based hotelmanage
ment and development company, in recent years has
made notable inroads into the U.S. gaming indus
try. Founded by William J. "Bill" Yung in 1972, the
firm owns, leases, and manages hotels, most of them
in the major franchise hotel chains. Its first property
was the Days Inn in Richwood. Today, it owns 83
hotels and casinos. Columbia Sussex conducts busi

ness in 25 states and is wholly owned by the Yung
family. It is one of the largest privately held hotel
companies in the United States. The company's first
gaming license was acquired in 1990. The firm

became Yellowstone National Park, is shown on

moved in October 2007 into its new $15-million,

William Clark's 1814 map. Although no map
drawn by Colter or journal written by him has

eight-story office building on a 40-acre site in Crest

been found, his route of travel was recounted to

William Clark by George Drouillard in 1808 and
by Colter himself in 1810. “Colter's Hell," as the re
gion was known, is reminiscent of the trapper's
yarns attributed to Colter after the 1807 tour.
Colter's legend grew further with his escape
from captivity by the Blackfeet Indians at the Three
Forks of the Missouri River in 1808: With former

expedition member John Potts, Colter traversed
the route followed by William Clark and his party

view Hills. Columbia-Sussex and its affiliates ranked
number two on the Cincinnati USA–Deloitte 2006

list of the largest privately held businesses in Greater
Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky, with 2005 rev
enues of$1.04 billion. In January 2008, the company
purchased the former Bavarian Brewing Com
pany in Covington for $7 million, with the inten
tion of building a casino and restaurants should ca
sinogambling become legal in Kentucky.
Columbia Sussex Corporation. www.columbiasussex
.com (accessed November 15, 2006).

in 1806 from the Three Forks to the Yellowstone

“$8M Office Building Planned," KP, November 14,

River. Colter and Potts had been trapping in the
Three Forks area, and they were discovered by the
Blackfeet. Potts was killed immediately, and Colter
was stripped of all his clothes before a chase began.
Colter outran all the pursuing Blackfeet except one

2006, A2.

Newberry, Jon. "Bill Yung and Columbia Sussex:

Building a Casino Empire,” KP June 10, 2006, A1.
“Yung on Grand Victoria. No Thanks," KE, May 11,
2007, 1A.

and killed that Blackfoot with the Indian's own

spear. Taking the spear and the blanket of the pur
suer, Colter traveled 11 days before arriving at

COMAIR. Comair is an airline company main
taining a significant presence at the Cincinnati/

COMER, MARTHA PURDON

Northern Kentucky International Airport
and employing many Northern Kentuckians. Ray

ated 1,050 flights daily to 115 cities. Comair re
mains an all-jet operation, flying a fleet of 31

mond Mueller and son David Mueller founded

40-seat, 106 50-seat, and 27 70-seat Bombardier

Comair in April 1977. The airline consisted of
three Piper Navajo aircraft, which provided sched

CRJ Regional Jets.
By 2004 Comair was the second-largest re
gional airline in the United States, providing ser

uled service from Cincinnati to Akron, Cleveland,

and Detroit. In 1981 Comair added a Piper Chief.
tain and began negotiations to purchase Embrare
Bandeirante turboprop aircraft. This increase re
sulted from the company's going public, as Comair
Holdings Inc., with an initial offer of common
stock in July 1981. Then in December 1981 Comair
became part of the computer reservation system of
Delta Airlines.

mas, with a fleet of 164 Bombardier CRT Regional
Jets. In 2005 Comair was the largest employer in
Northern Kentucky, with 4,400 employees.

Comair Dominate Locally." CE, June 22, 1997, I.1.
Crowley, Patrick. “Fidelity to Add Up to 2,000 jobs,"
KE, May 29, 2005, Al.

Miller, Nick “Delta Buying Comair for $1.8B," KP,

code. In 1986 Delta Airlines infused Comair with

Mueller, Ray. Pedals to Planes. Cincinnati. Custom

Done," KP, August 16, 1994,3K.
October 18, 1999, 1K.
Editorial Productions, 1995.

“Northern Kentucky Cincinnati International Airport
into the 21 Century." Press Release. Cincinnati/
Northern Kentucky International Airport, 2000.
Rawe, Richard L. Creating a World-Class Airport:
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International,
1947–1997. Encino, Calif.; Cherbo, 1997.

Charles H. Bogart
COMBS-HEHL BRIDGE. The $30.5 million

Combs-Hehl Bridge along I-275 (see Express
ways), the roadway circling Cincinnati and North
ern Kentucky, crosses the Ohio River between
Brent in Campbell Co., Ky., and California in east
ern Hamilton Co., Ohio. The bridge is five miles
upriver from the Daniel Carter Beard Bridge.
The Combs-Hehl Bridge is the east-side connec
tion of the interstate highway circle and has twin
spans, each with three automobilelanes. It is some
times referred to as the Brent Bridge or as the Co
ney Island Bridge, a reference to Brent, Ky., and to
the popular Coney Island amusement park at the
Ohio end of the structure. The cantilevered-truss

bridge is 1,509 feet long, with a 720-foot main
span. It has a single central pier in the center of

lion passengers, and almost half of them passed

the river. The bridge was dedicated on December

through Concourse C. This increase in passenger
load resulted in further expansion of Concourse C
in 1998. In 2000 Comair operated more than 100
Canadair Regional Jets, announced its eighth
three-for-two stock split since 1981, carried more
than 8 million passengers, moved into its new
headquarters building at CVG, and was purchased
by Delta Airlines for $1.8 billion.
Delta Airlines retained Comair as a separately
owned company providing service in competition
with similar regional carriers then being orga
nized. In 2001 Concourse C was again expanded
to keep up with demand. That year was also marked
by a strike by Comair pilots. Lasting 38 days, the

19, 1979, and was named in honor of former Ken

strike cost the airline an estimated $70 million in

lost revenues. The following year Comair took de
livery of its first 70-seat Bombardier CRJ Regional
Jet and retired its last propeller-driven aircraft, be
coming the first all-jet regional airline. In 2003
Comair employed more than 6,000 persons, car
ried more than 10 million passengers, and oper

"Ferry Owner Loses Appeal," KE, September 4, 1982,
C1.

“Hehl, at 55, a Million-Dollar Baby," KP December
19, 1979, l.

Boom,” CE, December 16, 1979, B1.

Wiegand, Rolf "I-275 Bridge Will Open New Tristate
Area Link." CE, December 16, 1979, B1.

Boulton, Guy, "Cooperative Relationship Helps Delta,

Dias, Monica. “Comair's $45 Million Facility Nearly

began to purchase 30-seat Embrare Brasília tur
boprop aircraft in 1988. The next year Comaires
tablished Comair Aviation Academy at Orlando,
an airline-owned school providing flight train
ing. In 1993, with the purchase of 50-seat Cana
dair Regional Jets, Comair began to convert from
propeller-driven planes to an all-jet fleet.
In 1994 Comair's freestanding Concourse Cat
CVG was opened. By 1997 Comair carried 5.4 mil

.cincinnati-transit.net (accessed on October 31,
2006).

McNutt, Randy. “I-275 Bridge Seen as Business

In 1984 Comair became a Delta Connection

ment of the Cincinnati and Orlando hubs, Comair

Cincinnati-Transit.net. “Combs-Hehl Bridge." www

vice to 115 cities in 37 states, Canada, and the Baha

regional carrier and was able to participate in code
sharing Comair flights were listed in the airline
reservation system with a Delta Airlines flight
capital by purchasing 20 percent of Comair's stock.
Subsequently, Comairexpanded its fleet by adding
30-seat Saab 340 turboprop aircraft.
In 1987 Comair, in cooperation with Delta
Airlines, began marketing the Cincinnati/North
ern Kentucky International Airport (CVG) and
the Orlando International Airport (MCO) as its
two major hubs. This arrangement allowed Delta
Airlines to provide connecting flights with ticket
code-sharing to cities not generating sufficient
passengers for Delta's large aircraft. Comair bene
fited from the arrangement by being funneled a
steady supply of passengers who needed connect
ing jet service but lived in smaller markets.
With increased demand as a result of develop
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COMER, MARTHA PURDON (b. September
8, 1906, Maysville, Ky.; d. March 5, 2003, Maysville,
Ky). Newspaper editor Martha Purdon Comer,
one of Maysville's most distinguished citizens,
was the daughter of James and Elizabeth Brown
Purdon. Martha's early education was at St. Pat
rick Grade School, in 1924 she graduated from
Maysville High School, where she was the class sa
lutatorian. She attended Brenau College in Gaines
ville, Ga., and later received her degree from
Maysville Community and Technical Col
lege. After leaving school, she worked for the
Maysville Daily Independent newspaper, which
had been founded in 1906 by her father. Martha's
brother, J. Clifford Purdon, was editor of the paper,
and when he died in 1935, she assumed that posi
tion. She married her hometown boyfriend, Pat
rick W. Comer, whom she had known from the age
of 14. The couple became the parents of two
daughters, Mary Pat Comer Latham and Barbara
Comer Thornhill. The family home, called Wood
lawn, was of gothic revival design. The Daily Inde
pendent merged with the Ledger newspaper in
1968, to form the Ledger Independent, and Mar
tha Comer was named editor of the combined pa
per. She retired as editor in 1977 but continued to
write a daily column called Do You Know?
Comer was a strong advocate for the comple
tion of the Mary Ingles Highway, the building of
the Maysville Floodwall, and the establishment of
Maysville Community College. She retired com
pletely in the 1990s but continued to serve as an edi
torial consultant for the remainder of her life. She

had the honor of being invited to the White House

tucky governor Bert T. Combs (1959–1963) and
longtime Campbell Co. judge Lambert Hehl Jr.
About 72,000 cars cross this bridge daily, includ
ing commuters; patrons of Coney Island, the Riv
erbend entertainment center, and the River

Downs Racecourse; and bypass traffic off I-75

to meet with President John F. Kennedy. During her
career she was named Maysville's Most Distin
guished Citizen, 1956 Woman of the Year, and the
Most Distinguished Alumna of Maysville High
School. She was inducted into the Kentucky Jour
nalism Hall of Fame. Comer campaigned tirelessly
for many organizations and causes, including the

and I-71.

Cancer Drive, the Heart Fund, the Red Cross Blood

The opening of the Combs-Hehl Bridge spelled
the end of the Coney Island Ferry, also known as the
Brent Ferry (see Ferries). It was a small passenger
ferry holding maybe 20 or so customers for each
river crossing between Brent and the boat landing
at Coney Island. The Kentucky Department of
Transportation made a one-time payment to John
Laughead, the owner of the ferry, when the Combs
Hehl Bridge opened, as compensation for putting

Bank, public housing, and civil rights legislation.
She was also a lifetime member of the Mason Co.

Historical Society. She died in the Maysville Nurs
ing and Rehabilitation Center at age 96 and was
buried in Maysville's St. Patrick Cemetery. In De
cember 2002 the City of Maysville renamed the ac
cess road into Maysville Community College Mar
tha Purdon Dr. in honor of this distinguished lady.

him out of business. Because the Combs-Hehl

"Martha Comer, Legendary Editor," KP. March 7,
Bridge completed the last link in the circle freeway
around the Greater Cincinnati area, it has expanded
the suburban development of Northern Kentucky.

2003, 11 A.

"Martha Comer Led Maysville Paper." CE, March 7,
2003, B4.
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COMMISSARY CORNER

COMMISSARY CORNER. Commissary Cor
ner, a historic landmark in Boone Co., is found on

current maps, but today thickets and brambles
cover the site of the area's late-19th-century foot
stomping entertainment center. The popular pic
nic grounds and dance pavilion, located at the

junction of the Woolper and Burlington-Bellevue
(Belleview) turnpikes, drew crowds of people from
Belleview, Burlington, and Petersburg for weekend
dances. Woolper Turnpike ended with the Com
missary picnic site at Rocky Springs Rd., an old
country path that wound its way to Boone Cliffs at
Middle Creek. Longtime local residents continue
to refer to Woolper Rd. as Commissary Rd.
Commissary Corner was shown on the local
1883 Lake atlas as simply a "picnic ground." It satin
a grove of beech trees, surrounded by the farms of
John E. Walton and William Walton. The picnic
grounds, complete with a restaurant (the commis
sary) at William Walton's grove, were dedicated
June 4, 1881. The Boone County Recorder reported
that there was quite a crowd in attendance. Within
the grove, on a dance floor that had been built for
$70, ladies and gentlemen danced to the music of
the Burlington Band. Everett Walton, the restau
rant owner, hoped for a booming start, but the
weather that June was too cool for much business.

Foot-tappers in attendance included Squire
Early, Pink Rice, C.W. Saxton, and Claude Walton.
Harry Blythe, N. W. Botts, R. A. Brady, Dr. Piatt,
Scott Rice, W. I. Rouse, W. T. Ryle, and William
Walton watched. Dr. Smith was there but did not

bringhis family. The crowd danced until sundown,
when they had to abandon their amusement for
the night.
John Brady Walton remembers traveling up
and down Rocky Springs Rd, with his father, tak
ing cornmeal to be ground at the Middle Creek
mill. When they passed the once-lively place, the
shady grove was quiet, the dancers long gone. The
Walton family continues to own land adjacent to

the White Horse Tavern along the Dixie High
way in Park Hills; later, he recanted, claiming that

that each individual citizen must act to ensure

died as quickly as it arose. Haacke's reversal was
suspiciously timed just before the elections held

honest and capable elected officials; that the com
mittee's goal was to help elect those officials; that
the committee was not affiliated with any political
group; and that the organization should include
representatives of all religious faiths. Its primary
objective was to eliminate all forms of syndicate
and commercialized gambling and to have good
government thereafter. The only way that this
could be accomplished was to build a political co
alition to elect government officials who agreed
with the group and who would not tolerate illegal
behavior.

The CCKCconsisted of some 25 founding mem
bers, primarily led by two men, Andrew W. Clark
and Larry C. Wilson. The chairman of the group
was Wilson, a wounded World War II veteran

and a business professor at the University of Ken
tucky Northern Community College in Coving
ton (see Northern Kentucky University). He
lived in Erlanger. Clark, a native of Versailles in
Woodford Co., held a law degree from the Univer
sity of Kentucky in Lexington (1937) and was a
member of a successful Covington law firm. He
and his family were Methodists and resided in
Park Hills. He was a well-respected member of the

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Boone Co. Historic Preservation Review Board. His

toric Structures of Boone County, Kentucky.
Ann Arbor, Mich.: Cushing-Malloy, 2002.
Boone County Recorder, June 8, 1881, 3.
Walton, John B., Jr. Telephone interview by Jannes

Garbett, December 27, 2004, Burlington, Ky.
Jannes W. Garbett
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COVINGTON.—

KENTON CO. While the Kefauver Committee

hearings on criminal activities in the United States
were being viewed on television during early 1951,
Northern Kentucky groups in both Campbell and
Kenton counties formed to address organized
crime locally. The Campbell Co. group was called
the Newport Social Action Committee; the organi
zation in Kenton Co. was the Committee for

Covington-Kenton Co. (CCKC).
After some preliminary organizational meet
ings, the CCKC went public in May 1951. Its pur
pose was to rid Kenton Co., and particularly Cov

he had been confused at the time, and the issue

that month.

On the Protestant side of the issue, W. Sharon

Florer, the antigambling editor of Protestant Ac
tion, an area newsletter distributed to Protestant
churches, commented that noncommittal citizens

"must be counted with the opponents." He called it

“fence-straddling" defeatism. He also distanced
himself from the term “reformer," believing that it
was used derogatorily as a smear technique.
Two area radio stations, WCKY and WZIP,

provided live airtime or campaign speeches made
in advance of the elections. Clark, in his formal

opening campaign volley, promised that he had
the will to crush gambling interests: “No group of
individuals should be bigger than the law," he de
clared. Referring to the Cleveland Syndicate,
which controlled illegal activities locally, he sug
gested that his opponent, James E. Quill, was “deaf,
dumb and blind" to the conditions pointed out by
the Kefauver Committee. Another reform candi

date was Elmer P. Ware, who ran against Judge
Daniel P. Goodenough.
In 1951 there were three elections that deter

reform activities originated (see Northern Ken
tucky Chamber of Commerce). Years later, in

mined the fate of the CCKC. In the August 4 Demo
cratic primary election, despite a heavy registra
tion drive run out of the CCKC's Covington
headquarters and a large voter turnout, both Clark

November 1967, Clark died in a Trans World Air

and Ware were handily defeated by Goodenough

lines crash on approach to the Cincinnati/North
ern Kentucky International Airport. Clark
began as president of the group but resigned that
position in June 1951 to run against James E. Quill
in the August Democratic primary for the office of
commonwealth attorney in Kenton Co. Also in
volved in the CCKC was Chester Disque, a local

and Quill. In a Kentucky Post editorial, the editors
proclaimed that the "voters had made known their

Chamber of Commerce, from which much of the

architect, who was its treasurer.

The initial plan of the CCKC was to solicit the
support of community clubs and service organiza

Commissary Corner.

COMMITTEE

ington, of gambling, prostitution, and other
related activities. It began with the tenets that the
heart of democracy lies in the local community;

tions: the Chamber of Commerce, the Kiwanis (see

Civic Associations), the Optimists, and Rotary.
Not all of these groups bought into the CCKC
"creed" entirely. Since these clubs and organiza
tions cut across both of the major political parties
of the day, they could ill afford to back candidates
selected by the CCKC and risk losing members on
the other side politically.
The Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington
(see Roman Catholics) was somewhat ambiva
lent toward the CCKC. For whatever reason,

whether it was not initially consulted by the com
mittee, or whether it thought its parishes might
lose their weekly gaming nights, where bingo was
played, or whether the gambling that transpired at
many Catholic charitable fundraising events and
at all important summer festivals was a concern,
the diocese openly questioned in its weekly news
paper, Messenger, what could be the ultimate ef.
fects of the proposed CCKC agenda. That publica
tion's editor, Rev. Henry Haacke, in November
1951 signed an affidavit claiming to have seen 1949
gambling receipts from slot machines present at

wishes." Meanwhile, the CCKC vowed to continue

its efforts. In September, in the Covington primary
city election, held on a rainy Saturday, John J. Ma
loney, backed by the CCKC, won the Democratic
mayoral race against several candidates; his four
running mates for city commission on the Peoples
Ticket, also backed by CCKC, were also elected.
In November of that year, Maloney defeated state
senator Sylvester J. Wagner and Goodenough was
reelected. Maloney and a few of his Peoples Ticket
running mates were the only CCKC-backed people
to win. Quill continued on as commonwealth at

torney in the county. The CCKC simply did not
gain enough political clout to enact its agenda.
In the end, the Kentucky Post suggested that
the people of Kenton Co. were not yet ready for the
reform that was needed. During the course of the
year, gambling at various establishments through
out the county continued unabated, except when
the grand jury was in session. There were several

announcements ofgambling activities taking place,
but nothing seemed strong enough to motivate
voters to throw out the gaming interests. Although
the CCKC promised to continue its antigambling
stance, several years passed before the cleanup in
Kenton Co. materialized.

“Clark Will Oppose Quill in Primary," KP June 11,
1951, 1.

“Covington-Kenton Committee Elects,” KP, June 5,
1951, i.

CONCORD

"Dispelling Defeatism by Votes, Editor Says." KPOc
tober 8, 1951, I.

"Maloney Wins Top Spot over State Senator," KP-Sep
tember 24, 1951, 1.

"Policy Plan Is Drawn Up by Committee," KP June
12, 1951, 1.

"Priest Seeks Tavern Warrant," KP, November 3,
1951, 1.

"Voters Made Known Their Wishes," KP August 6,
1951, 2.

"Will Crush Gaming, Says Clark in Talk." KP July 3,
1951, 1.
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dedicated. In 1854 the church"colonized" by form
inga second church in the southern portion of the
city, at Ninth St. and Madison Ave. The pastor of
the First Presbyterian Church at the time, John M.
Worrall, achieved much during his 23-year tenure.
He built a new church building with a 185-foot
steeple at 34 W. Fourth St. (dedicated in 1870 and
designed by the architectural firm of Walter and

has become the glue that made the merger work,
according to pastor Donald H. Smith.

Stewart) and established churches in Florence,

Eigelbach, Kevin. "Flocks Move Away from City
Churches," KP September 10, 2002, IK.
Reis, Jim. Pieces of the Past. Vol. 3. Covington: Ken

Visalia, and Ludlow. By 1932, three years into the
Great Depression, the steeple was removed be
cause it was too costly to keep it in good repair.

"Celebrating 150 Years/Rooted in the Past–Growing
into the Future: A Brief History of First Presbyte
rian Church, 1841–1991." Community of Faith Pres
byterian Church, Covington, Ky.
"Community of Faith Presbyterian." KP. March 11,
2004, 10K.

tucky Post, 1994.
Ann Hicks

COMMITTEE OF 500. See Newport Reform

Another blow came with flood of 1937. Five feet

Groups.

of water did considerable damage to the first floor
of the church. "This sudden emergency was met
with courage and sacrifice, and tended to increase
interest among the membership," according to a
centennial history of the church. By the 1950s,
members were moving away from Covington; when
the Lakeside Presbyterian Church in Lakeside

COMMUNITY

OF

FAith

Presbyte

RIAN CHURCH. In 2000 two churches, the

First Presbyterian Church of Covington and the
First Presbyterian Church of Ludlow, unitedtoform
the Community of Faith Presbyterian Church,
which meets at 1400 Highland Pk, in Covington,
near the FortWright city limits. Both churches have
extensive histories dating backinto the 1800s.
The First Presbyterian Church of Covington
began in May 1841 when Rev. William Orr moved
his school for girls from Charleston, Ind., to Cov
ington. He offered to preach to the Presbyterians of
Northern Kentucky who were making the difficult
ferry trip across the Ohio River to worship in Cin
cinnati. By November of that year, there was

opened in 1955, 23 members from the Covington
church joined. On January 9, 1957, the First Pres
byterian Church congregation relocated to a 17
acre site along Highland Pk. The Fourth St. prop
erty was sold to the US Internal Revenue Service
and torn down in March 1963. Because it was close

to Fort Wright, the church was often called the

board of directors, with members selected from

First Presbyterian Church of Covington-Fort
Wright, but that never was its official name. The
building was designed so that an education build

each of its counties, directs the policy, planning,
and governing of the organization, and the Com
prehend services are carried out under the leader
ship of an executive director and a staff of 180.
Outpatient counseling, day treatment, emergency
services, psychosocial rehabilitation, residential

enough interest that the Presbytery appointed a

ing could easily be added, and a second building

committee to organize a Covington church. A few
months later, the First Presbyterian Church of

was completed by March 1968. One annual tradi
tion of the church continues at the Community of
Faith Presbyterian Church: a community ice cream
social. Initiated by the church's faith circle in the
side yard of the Fourth St. church, it now takes
place every summer at Highland Pk.
The First Presbyterian Church of Ludlow was

Covington moved from two rented rooms to a
building on Madison Ave. between Fourth and
Fifth Sts. The next year, a larger church building on
Fourth St. between Scott and Greenup Sts. was

begun in summer 1867, when Worrall rented a
meeting room at the Odd Fellows Hall (see Inde
pendent Order of Odd Fellows),306 Elm St., for
a Sabbath school. In October of that year, a congre

gation was formed. By 1871, when membership
had increased from 6 to 35, the congregation had
outgrown their space in the hall and moved to a
site on Elm St. Two years later, fire destroyed their
building one week after the insurance on the struc
ture had lapsed. When enough money had been
raised, a new church was built at 429 Oak St. and

dedicated in May 1873. The A. B. Closson family,
residents of Ludlow formany years, gave the church
a parsonage at 421 Closson Ct. On the morning of
October 20, 1959, a fire broke out in the education

building at the rear of the church that damaged the
sanctuary as well. State inspectors determined
the fire was arson, but no one was ever charged. A
new education building was dedicated in 1961. In
1964 a malfunctioning heating system caused wa

ter damage. Attendance was declining, and by the

First Presbyterian Church, W. Fourth St.,
Covington.

COMPREHEND INC. Comprehend Inc. is a
private nonprofit corporation based in Maysville
that provides planning, prevention, treatment, and
support in the areas of mental health, alcohol and
drug abuse, and mental retardation and other de
velopmental disabilities. It operates within Bracken,
Fleming, Lewis, Mason, and Robertson counties;
the organization is similar to North Key, which
operates in counties to the west of these. Founded
in 1967 under the leadership of Harriet Cart
mell, Comprehend Inc. began functioning in 1969
as a licensed community mental health center. A

end of the century, only about 25 worshippers re
mained. In 2000 the Ludlow church merged with
the Covington church to become the Community
of Faith Presbyterian Church, with services taking
place in Covington. The Ludlow facility is used for
the Campus Ludlow After School Program
(CLASP), the pride and joy of the congregation. It

services, and consultation and educational ser

vices are the main areas of its program. In the
counties that it covers, Comprehend Inc. has ser
vice offices in Brooksville (Bracken), Maysville
(Mason), Mount Olivet (Robertson), Flemingsburg
(Fleming), and Vanceburg (Lewis).
"Comprehend, Inc." www.comprehendinc.com (ac
cessed December 5, 2005).

Kreimer, Peggy. "Treatment Agency Seeks State
Money, New Home," KP August 5, 2005,3K.
CONCORD. Concord, located four miles east of

Falmouth on Ky. Rt. 159, was once known as Pen
hurst. It was a small town, with several businesses,

a post office (opened in 1887), a sawmill, a tele
phone switchboard service, a blacksmith shop, and
a church. Raymond Fields was the postmaster. The
post office became a general store when the post
office in Falmouth began rural route deliveries and
the Concord post office was no longer needed.
After the post office closed in 1903, the town be:
came known as Concord. During the Great De
pression, the town's general store closed. A sulfur
spring well in Concord that is over 200 years old
and more than 100 feet deep was known for its
smell of rotten eggs. When a newbridge on Ky. Rt.
609 was constructed over the creek in 1982, the

well was capped. The blacksmith shop in Concord
had a great deal of business in its day. Sometimes
the blacksmith also made wagon wheels and cut
ter plows. The business closed in 1934, but the
building remains. The sawmill began about 200

years ago with a sash saw pulled by waterpower.
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CONCORD BAPTIST CHURCH

The Concord telephone exchange, one of the first
in this part of the county, had 24 plugs. Users rang
the operator, who then rang the desired party. The
exchange operated for about 40 years, until a fire
destroyed it in 1944. Afterward, the BellSystem as
sumed management. The Concord Methodist
Church, more than 100 years old, was used by
both the Methodists and the Presbyterians until
the Presbyterians moved to Falmouth in 1928. All
that remains of Concord now is a church and a

graveyard and a few homes.
Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.
1994].
Rennick, Robert M. The Post Offices of Northern
Kentucky. Lake Grove, Ore: Depot, 2004.

CONCORD METHODIST CHURCH. In

CONFEDERATE RECRUITING IN OWEN

1800 some Pendleton Co. Methodists organized a

CO. During the Civil War, Confederate troops

church at Concord, four miles northeast of Fal

were recruited at two locations in Owen Co.,

mouth along Ky. Rt. 159 in Pendleton Co. The fami
lies making up this group were the Harts, the Hen
dricks, the Hitches, the Lockwoods, the Mountjoys,
the Steeles, and the Tulls. Before they had a church
building, the people met in their homes or at the
local school. There were no roads; worshippers ar

clearly demonstrating that there was sympathy
for the Southern cause in the county. One of the
recruitment sites was known as Vanlandingham's
barn, a building only a mile and a half or so from
Owenton on the Georgetown Rd. The 4th Ken
tucky Cavalry, CSA, was formed and trained at

rived on foot or on horseback.

the farm where this barn was located. Each of the

In 1844 Thomas Rush set land aside for the

10 companies in this Confederate military unit

Concord Methodist Church building and ceme
tery. When he died in 1850, he was the first per

had Owen Co. men on its roster, but Companies

son buried there. In 1867 his land was deeded

building. Lee Hasrcuin and George L. Myers were

cruiting also occurred at a place called Camp
Marshall. Named for the Southern general Hum
phrey Marshall, who established the camp in
1861, it was located atop a precipice near Lusby's
Mill. From this height one could see the sur
rounding land in all directions. Locals who were
recruited into the Confederate rankshere laughed,
many years later, about how they struggled down
the steep hill into Lusby's Mill for Owen Co.
whiskey and afterward stumbled back to camp.
The very existence of both of these recruiting
stations not only reveals the Southern leanings of
some of the residents of Owen Co. but also points
to the county's remoteness, since the Union
Army never sought to eliminate these Southern

the contractors. This church was a frame struc

billets.

over to the church. Carpenter Henry Wagger
man, for a cost of $100, took charge of construc
tion of the church. Others assisted him, includ

Mildred Belew

CONCORD BAPTIST CHURCH. The Con

cord Baptist Church is in eastern Gallatin Co. on
Ky. Rt. 16, Concord Rd., between Napoleon to the
west and Verona to the east. It is built in the style
commonly referred to as a white country church,
with a cupola housing a traditional bell. There is a
cemetery in the side and rear yards of the church.
The grounds contain approximately two acres of
land. Organized on September 4, 1856, the church
first held services in the Lachere log school that
was on the east side of Concord Rd. Soon needing
more room, the congregation purchased a site
across the road. The first building was completed
in 1859 but burned down two years later, and an

other church meetinghouse was erected on the
same foundation. In 1905 this building was con
sidered unsafe and razed. The present building was
built on the same site and dedicated October 22,

1905. In May 2003, the church was remodeled us
ing the original woodwork and windows from
the 1905 building, and a basement was dug under
the building. There is a small addition in the rear that
is used as Sunday school rooms, constructed some

ing Jeremiah Trankler, who sawed the lumber
free of charge. There are no records stating that
the church was a part of the Methodist Church's
Falmouth Circuit in the beginning. The date of
the dedication of the first church building and
the name of its pastor are unknown. The first
date in extant written accounts of the church's

pastors is 1869.

In 1885, during the ministry of T. F. Talia.
ferro, the decision was made to construct a new

ture with its pulpit situated in the back, two aisles,
and two front doors. In 1904 that building, its
furnishings, and the church records were de
stroyed by fire, leaving the people of the Concord
area without a place to worship. Church leaders
soon called a meeting to plan a new church. Since
the Presbyterians in the vicinity had been hold
ing services in the same building for several years,
the members of both congregations decided to
build a union church. A tract of land across the

road from the old church was purchased from
John Kidwell, and the new church, constructed
by both denominations, became known as the

time during the 1950s. The bell still rings calling

Concord Methodist and Presbyterian Union

members to the services.

Church. The officials at that time for the Method

Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,
2003.

ists were the Rev. E. L. Griffy, pastor, and Hayden
Ellis and John Houchen, trustees; the Presbyte
rian pastor was Rev. T. C. Kerr, and N. J. Fields
and Daniel Rush were elders. Edward Houston

“Eye-Catcher of the Week,” KP, January 7, 1994,4K.

“Revival in Gallatin," KP August 5, 1930, 6.
Judith Butler Jones

served as the head contractor for the project. Vol
unteers did most of the work, and the building
was ready for use in fall 1905. This third church
was a frame building, 38 feet by 44 feet, having a
side entrance and vestibule, with an alcove at the

CONCORD COLLEGE. Concord College, lo
cated in New Liberty in northern Owen Co., was

C and F had the most local men. Confederate re

rear where the pulpit was situated. The two groups

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky: Standard,
1976.

CONGRESSIONALDISTRICTS. Throughout
the years, Northern Kentucky has been divided be
tween a number of changing U.S. congressional
districts, the result of redistricting. The population
size of a congressional district is based on the U.S.
Census. The census is taken at the beginning of
each decade, and the Census Bureau takes a year to
determine how many representatives a state will
have; then in Kentucky, the state legislature, which
holds its regular sessions in even years, has just
enough time to redistrict for the congressional
elections, which also occur in even years. The
number of Kentucky representatives was 13 at its
peak during the decade of the 1830s; the smallest
number was 2, immediately after Kentucky be
came a state. Until 1933, Kentucky's congressional
delegation was equal to or larger than California's.
The number of representatives from Kentucky has
declined with the westward population shift. The
latest loss was in 1993, when it was reduced from 7

held their own individual services at different
established in 1867 for male and female students.
In 1869 it had an enrollment of 60 students from

times, usually on alternate Sundays. The shared
use of the church continued until 1928, when the

Owen and surrounding counties. Professor James
Rice taught music there. Congressman and long
time Owen Co. politician and businessman June
Gayle studied at Concord. By 1904 Concord Col.
lege had closed, and its building became the home

Presbyterians discontinued their worship ser
vices at Concord and disbanded. In 1953 the

Methodists dug out a basement and made other

County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,
1976.

tricts” table.

Many Northern Kentucky landmarks are
named after congressmen. The most prominent is
the Brent Spence Bridge.

improvements.

of the Stoute School.

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen

to 6. California's delegation now has more than 8
times Kentucky's total. See "Congressional Dis

Martis, Kenneth C., Clifford Lee Lord, Ruth Ander

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend

son Rowles, et al. The Historical Atlas of United

leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.

States Congressional Districts, 1789–1983. New

1994].

York: Free Press, 1982.
Mildred Belew

Robert W. Stevie

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS

Congress

Years

District Nos.

Representatives

Northern Kentucky Counties

John Brown

Mason

John Brown

Mason

1788: Mason Co. (Va.) established
1st

1789–1791

Second
District of

Virginia
2nd

1791–1792

Second
District of

Virginia
1792: Kentucky became a state
2nd

1792–1793

Second

Alexander D. Orr

Mason

3rd

1793–1795

Second

Alexander D. Orr

Campbell, Mason

1794: Campbell Co. established; 1796: Bracken Co. established
4th

1795–1797

Second

Alexander D. Orr

Bracken, Campbell, Mason

1798: Boone, Gallatin, and Pendleton counties established
5th

1797-1799

Second

John Fowler

6th

1799–1801

Second

John Fowler

7th

1801–1803

Second

John Fowler

8th

1803–1805

Fourth

Thomas Sanford

Boone, Bracken, Campbell, Gallatin, Pendleton

Sixth

George M. Bedinger

Mason

Fourth

Thomas Sandford

Sixth

George M. Bedinger

9th

10th

11th

12th

13th

14th

15th

1805–1807

1807–1809

1809–1811

1811–1813

1813–1815

1815–1817

1817–1819

Fourth

Richard M. Johnson

Sixth

Joseph Desha

Fourth

Richard M. Johnson

Sixth

Joseph Desha

Fourth

Richard M. Johnson

Sixth

Joseph Desha

Boone, Bracken, Campbell, Gallatin, Mason, Pendleton

Third

Richard M. Johnson

Boone, Campbell, Gallatin, Pendleton

Fourth

Joseph Desha

Mason

Third

Richard M. Johnson

Fourth

Joseph Desha

Third

Richard M. Johnson

Fourth

Joseph Desha

1819: Owen Co. established; 1820: Grant Co. established
16th

17th

18th

19th

20th

21st

1819–1820

1821–1823

1823–1825

1825–1827

1827–1829

1829-1831

Third

William Brown

Fourth

Thomas Metcalfe

Third
Fourth

Thomas Metcalfe

Second

Thomas Metcalfe

Fifth

John T. Johnson

Boone, Campbell, Grant, Pendleton

Sixth

David White

Owen

Second

Thomas Metcalfe

Fifth

James Johnson

John T. Johnson

Sixth

Joseph LeCompte

Second
Fifth

Thomas Metcalfe
Robert McHatton

Sixth

Joseph LeCompte

Second
Fifth

Nicholas D. Coleman

Sixth

Joseph LeCompte

Bracken, Mason

Richard M. Johnson

(Continued)
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Congress

Years

District Nos.

Representatives

22nd

1831–1833

Second

Thomas A. Marshall

Fifth

Richard M. Johnson

Sixth

Joseph LeCompte

23rd

24th

1833–1835

1835–1837

Northern Kentucky Counties
--

Twelfth

Thomas A. Marshall

Bracken, Mason, Pendleton

Thirteenth

Richard M. Johnson

Boone, Campbell, Gallatin, Grant, Owen

Twelfth

John Chambers
Richard M. Johnson

Thirteenth

--

1838: Carroll Co. established
25th

1837–1839

Twelfth
Thirteenth

John Chambers
William Southgate

1840: Kenton Co. established
26th

27th

28th

29th

30th

31st

32nd

1839–1841

1841–1843

1843–1845

1845–1847

Twelfth

Garrett Davis

Thirteenth

William O. Butler

Twelfth

Garrett Davis

Thirteenth

William O. Butler

Seventh

William Thomasson

Carroll

Eighth

Garrett Davis

Owen

Tenth

John W. Tibbatts

Boone, Bracken, Campbell, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Mason, Pendleton

Seventh

William Thomasson

Eighth

Garrett Davis

Tenth

John W. Tibbatts

1847–1849

Seventh

W. Garnett Duncan

Eighth

Charles S. Morehead

John P. Gaines

1849–1851

Tenth
Seventh

Eighth

Charles S. Morehead

Tenth
Seventh

Richard H. Stanton

1851–1853

Eighth
33rd

34th

1853–1855

1855–1857

#

+:

Humphrey Marshall

rt

Humphrey Marshall (resigned

rt

August 4, 1852), William Preston
John Breckinridge

Tenth

Richard H. Stanton

Seventh

William Preston

Eighth

John Breckinridge

Tenth

Richard H. Stanton

Ninth

Leander M. Cox

Mason

Tenth

Samuel F. Swope

Boone, Bracken, Campbell, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Owen,

Ninth
Tenth

John C. Mason
John W. Stevenson

Ninth

Laban T. More

Tenth

John W. Stevenson

Pendleton
35th

1857–1859

36th

1859–1861

37th

38th

1861–1863

1863–1865

Ninth

William Wadsworth

Tenth

John W. Menzies

Fifth

Robert Mallory

Sixth

Green C. Smith

Boone, Bracken, Campbell, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Pendleton

Ninth

William Wadsworth

Mason

1867: Robertson Co. established
39th

40th

41st

1865–1867

1867–1869

1869–1871

++

Fifth

Lovell H. Rousseau

Sixth
Ninth

Green C. Smith

Fifth

Asa P. Grover

Sixth

Thomas L. Jones

Ninth

Samuel McKee

Samuel McKee

Fifth

Boyd Winchester

Sixth

Thomas L. Jones

Ninth

John M. Rice

Owen

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS

Congress

Years

District Nos.

42nd

1871–1873

Fifth

Representatives
Boyd Winchester

Sixth

William E. Arthur

43rd

44th

45th

46th

1873–1875

Ninth

John M. Rice

Sixth

William E. Arthur

Boone, Campbell, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Pendleton

Seventh

James B. Beck

Owen

Bracken, Mason, Robertson

Tenth

John D. Young

1875–1877

Sixth

Thomas L. Jones

1877–1879

Seventh
Tenth
Sixth

John B. Clarke
John G. Carlisle

Seventh

Joseph Blackburn

Tenth

John B. Clarke
John G. Carlisle

1879–1881

Sixth

HS81–1883

Tenth
Sixth

Seventh
47th

49th

50th

rt

Joseph Blackburn
Elijah C. Phister
John G. Carlisle

st

Joseph Blackburn
Elijah C. Phister

1883–1885

Sixth

John G. Carlisle

Boone, Campbell, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Pendleton

Joseph Blackburn

Owen

William Culbertson

Bracken, Mason, Robertson

1885–1887

Seventh
Ninth
Sixth
Seventh

William Breckinridge

Ninth

William Wadsworth

Sixth

John G. Carlisle

Seventh

William Breckinridge
George M. Thomas
John G. Carlisle (resigned May 26,

1887–1889

Ninth
51st

Joseph Blackburn

Tenth

Seventh

48th

Northern Kentucky Counties

1889–1891

Sixth

John G. Carlisle

it.

++

1890), William Dickerson
Seventh
Ninth
52nd

1891–1893

Sixth

William Dickerson

Boone, Campbell, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Pendleton

Seventh

Owen

Sixth

William Breckinridge
Thomas W. Paynter
Albert S. Berry
William Breckinridge
Thomas W. Paynter
Albert S. Berry

Seventh

William C. Owens

Ninth
53rd

1893–1895

54th

1895–1897

Sixth
Seventh
Ninth

55th

56th

57th

58th

59th

60th

1897–1899

1899–1901

1901–1903

1903–1905

1905–1907

1907–1909

William Breckinridge
Thomas W. Paynter

Ninth

Samuel J. Pugh

Sixth

Albert S. Berry

Seventh

Evan E. Settle

Ninth

Samuel J. Pugh
Albert S. Berry

Sixth
Seventh

+1

*:

Evan E. Settle (died November 16,
1899), June W. Gayle

Ninth

Samuel J. Pugh

Sixth

Daniel L. Gooch

Seventh

South Trimble

Ninth

James N. Kehoe

Sixth

Daniel L. Gooch

Seventh

South Trimble

Ninth

James N. Kehoe

Sixth
Seventh

Joseph L. Rhinock

Ninth

Joseph B. Bennett
Joseph L. Rhinock

Sixth
Seventh
Ninth

Bracken, Mason, Robertson

South Trimble

William P. Kimball

Joseph B. Bennett
(Continued)
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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS

Congress

Years

District Nos.

Representatives

61st

1909–1911

Sixth

Joseph L. Rhinock

Seventh
Ninth

James C. Cantrill

Sixth

Arthur B. Rouse

Seventh
Ninth

James C. Cantrill
William J. Fields

Sixth

Arthur B. Rouse

Seventh
Ninth

James C. Cantrill
William J. Fields

Sixth

Arthur B. Rouse

Seventh
Ninth

James C. Cantrill
William J. Fields

Sixth

Arthur B. Rouse

Seventh
Ninth

James C. Cantrill
William J. Fields

Sixth

Arthur B. Rouse

Seventh
Ninth

James C. Cantrill
William J. Fields

Sixth

Arthur B. Rouse

Seventh
Ninth

James C. Cantrill
William J. Fields

Sixth

Arthur B. Rouse

62nd

63rd

64th

65th

66th

67th

68th

1911 – 1913

1913–1915

1915–1917

1917–1919

1919–1921

1921–1923

1923–1925

Northern Kentucky Counties
rt

Joseph B. Bennett

Seventh

James C. Cantrill

Ninth

William J. Fields; vacancy filled by

Sixth

Arthur B. Rouse

Seventh
Ninth

Virgil Chapman

Sixth

Orie S. Ware

Seventh
Ninth

Virgil Chapman

Sixth
Seventh

Judson L. Newhall

Fred M. Vinson, 1924
69th

70th

71st

72nd

73rd

74th

75th

76th

77th

78th

79th

1925–1927

1927–1929

1929–1931

1931–1933

1933–1935

1935–1937

1937–1939

1939–1941

1941 – 1943

1943–1945

1945–1947

Fred M. Vinson

Fred M. Vinson

Robert Blackburn

Ninth

Elva R. Kendall

Sixth

Brent Spence

Seventh

Virgil Chapman

Ninth

Fred M. Vinson

Sixth

Brent Spence

Seventh

Virgil Chapman

Ninth

Fred M. Vinson

Fifth
Sixth

Brent Spence

Boone, Campbell, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Pendleton

Virgil Chapman

Owen

Eighth

Fred M. Vinson

Bracken, Mason, Robertson

Fifth

Brent Spence

Sixth

Virgil Chapman

Eighth

Fred M. Vinson

Fifth

Brent Spence

Sixth.

Virgil Chapman

Eighth

Joe B. Bates

Fifth
Sixth

Brent Spence
Virgil Chapman

Eighth

Joe B. Bates

Fifth

Brent Spence

Sixth

Virgil Chapman

Eighth

Joe B. Bates

Fifth

Brent Spence

Sixth

Virgil Chapman

Eighth

Joe B. Bates

9 General Ticket Representatives

rt

r
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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS

Congress

Years

District Nos.

80th

1947–1949

Fifth

81st

82nd

1949–1951

1951–1953

Sixth

Representatives
Brent Spence
Virgil Chapman

Eighth

Joe B. Bates

Fifth

Brent Spence

Sixth

Thomas Underwood

Northern Kentucky Counties

Eighth

Joe B. Bates

Fifth

Brent Spence

Sixth

Thomas Underwood (resigned

Eighth

Joe B. Bates

Fifth

Brent Spence

Boone, Bracken, Campbell, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Mason,

Sixth

John C. Watts

Pendleton
Owen, Robertson

Fifth
Sixth

Brent Spence
John C. Watts

March 17, 1951), John C. Watts

83rd

84th

85th

86th

87th

88th

89th

90th

91St

1953–1955

1955–1957

1957–1959

1959–1961

1961–1963

1963–1965

1965–1967

1967–1969

1969–1971

Fifth

Brent Spence

Sixth

John C. Watts

Fifth

Brent Spence

Sixth

John C. Watts

Fifth

Brent Spence

Sixth

John C. Watts

Fourth

Frank Chelf

Boone, Campbell, Carroll, Gallatin, Kenton

Sixth

John C. Watts

Bracken, Grant, Owen, Pendleton, Robertson

Seventh

Carl D. Perkins

Mason

Fourth

Frank Chelf

Sixth
Seventh

Carl D. Perkins

John C. Watts

Sixth

Marion G. Snyder
John C. Watts

Fourth

Fourth

Marion G. Snyder

Sixth

John C. Watts

Boone, Campbell, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Pendleton
Bracken, Mason, Owen, Robertson

92nd

1971–1973

Fourth
Sixth

Marion G. Snyder

93rd

1973–1975

Fourth
Sixth

Marion G. Snyder
John B. Breckinridge

Boone, Carroll, Gallatin, parts of Campbelland Kenton
Grant, Owen, Pendleton, and portions of Campbell and Carroll not

Seventh

Carl D. Perkins

in the Fourth
Bracken, Mason, Robertson

Fourth

Marion G. Snyder
John B. Breckinridge

94th

1975–1977

Sixth
Seventh
95th

96th

97th

98th

1977–1979

1979–1981

1981–1983

1983–1985

Fourth
Sixth
Seventh

John C. Watts

Boone, Campbell, Carroll, Gallatin, Kenton
Grant, Owen, Pendleton
Bracken, Mason, Robertson

Carl D. Perkins

Marion G. Snyder
John B. Breckinridge
Carl D. Perkins

Sixth

Marion G. Snyder
Larry J. Hopkins

Seventh

Carl D. Perkins

Fourth
Sixth

Marion G. Snyder
Larry J. Hopkins

Seventh

Carl D. Perkins

Fourth

Marion G. Snyder
Larry J. Hopkins
Carl D. Perkins (died August 3,

Fourth

Sixth
Seventh

Boone, Campbell, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Owen, Pendleton
Bracken, Robertson
Mason

1984), Carl C. Perkins

(Continued)
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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS

Congress

Years

99th

1985–1987

100th

1987–1989

District Nos.

Representatives

Fourth
Sixth

Marion G. Snyder
Larry). Hopkins

Seventh

Carl C. Perkins

Fourth

Jim Bunning

Northern Kentucky Counties

Boone, Bracken, Campbell, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Mason,
Owen, Pendleton, Robertson

101st

1989–1991

Fourth

Jim Bunning

102nd

1991–1993

Fourth

Jim Bunning

103rd

1993–1995

Fourth
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EQUALITY,

counties. The first officers were Lucille Barrett,

nonviolent direct-action training sessions were

NORTHERN KENTUCKY CHAPTER. The

held at the Fouse Center at 309 Bush St. Another

Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), the national
civil rights organization formed in 1942 that initi
ated nonviolent direct-action campaigns, orga

chairman; Janet Greis, vice chairman; Jean Embry,
recording secretary; Barbara Cantrill, correspond
ing secretary; and Joseph Garr, treasurer.
The support of the L.B. Fouse Civic Center was

nized four chapters in Kentucky (Lexington, Lou

critical to CORE's success. The Fouse Center offi

isville, Richmond, and Northern Kentucky) during
the 1960s. Through the use of negotiations, picket
ing, sit-ins, and other forms of nonviolent direct
action, the Northern Kentucky CORE was suc
cessful in integrating all of the segregated busi
nesses and facilities in the region.
In July 1960 the local chapter of the NAACP

cers, Alice Shimfessel and Bertha Moore, were
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members of the NAACP and also joined the local
CORE chapter. All CORE chapter meetings and

(National Association for the Advancement of

Colored People) calledacommunity meeting, held
at the L. B. Fouse Civic Center in Covington (see
Elizabeth Fouse), to voice objections to a "white
only" sign still present in Coppin's department
store at Seventh St. and Madison Ave. in the city.
This sign hanging over the women's restroom had
been in place more than 45 years, but the African
American community, inspired by the emerging
civil rights movement, now wanted to take action.
At this meeting the group talked about organizing
a picket line to protest the blatant racial segrega
tion, but the NAACP, not having a tradition of
leading picketingefforts, could not guide this.com
munity outrage into direct action.
CORE, invited by local residents to help lead a
direct-action campaign, sent Joseph Perkins, the
CORE regional field secretary, to organize a chap
ter in Covington. Forty community residents, 6
whites and 34 blacks, from Covington, Highland
Heights, Newport, and Park Hills, Ky., and Cin
cinnati, met on November 29, 1960, with Joseph
Perkins at the Fouse Center in Covington and
organized the Northern Kentucky CORE chap.
ter, which included Boone, Campbell, and Kenton

important ally for CORE was the Young Christian
Workers (YCW), which had six members who

joined CORE.YCW offices, located at 5 W. Fifth St.
in Covington, were used as the staging ground for
the CORE negotiations, pickets, and sit-ins in the
downtown Covington area.
CORE members were expected to attend meet
ings, share responsibilities, and most importantly,
take part in direct-action projects. Propertraining
was a prerequisite before any direct action could
take place, so that members would be able to han
dle themselves under any circumstance. Joseph
Perkins conducted training sessions on nonviolent
philosophy, negotiating, picketing, sit-ins, and
otherforms of direct action. CORE members were

taught that the movement was a life-and-death
struggle and that they could be jailed, beaten, or
killed while acting for justice.
When CORE's first pickets began on Decem
ber 3, 1960, Covington's police chief, John Born
horn, allowed CORE to have six to eight persons
on the picketline and to pass outleaflets. Later, the
police department ruled that only two picketers
would be allowed at any one time and forbade
them to pass out leaflets because the leaflets con

stitutedalitterhazard. TheinitialtargetsofCORE's

CORE Northern Kentucky members picketing

the LibertyTheater, Covington, in December
1960.

direct action in Covington were the Woolworth
and Kresge dime stores (see Five-and-Dime
Stores), Lang's Cafeteria, McClure's Restau
rant, the Mergard's and Dixie Lanes bowling al
leys, the YMCA, and the Madison and Liberty
movie theaters. By March 1961 CORE was able to
integrate most of these businesses, plus the Coach
& Four and Lloyd's restaurants. The YMCA and
the Madison and Liberty movie theaters were the
most difficult of all; these places required several

CONNER HIGH SCHOOL

months of picketing before they finally agreed to
integrate.

In May 1961, when the Freedom Rides began,
the local CORE chapter raised money for the Free
dom Rides and picketed the Greyhound Bus Ter
minal in Covington in sympathy with the Freedom
Riders. During the next year, CORE continued its
direct-action campaign and was successful at inte
grating the facilities at the Gateway and Lamp
lighter motels, the Rosedale Pool, Devou Park,
Pasquale's and Newport Bowling Lanes, and Wiggs
and Robertson's restaurants. CORE negotiated to
get African Americanshired by Sears and Roebuck
department store; Albers, A&P, and Kroger gro
cery stores; the city government; JCPenney; Robert
Hall; Coppin's; Goldsmith's; and the Green Line
bus company. CORE joined with the Cincinnati
NAACP to boycott the Coca Cola Company and
the Wiedemann Brewing Company for em
ployment discrimination. CORE also succeeded
in getting the Northern Kentucky Dental and
Medical associations to admit African American
members.

The Northern Kentucky CORE was a small
group of dedicated civil rights activists who re
ceived little support from the local black commu
nity, black ministers, and black business owners.
The organization's work, however, benefited the
entire community. CORE closed its chapter in
Northern Kentucky in early 1963.

from Xavier University in 1955. Connor married
Mary Meinken of Latonia in 1951.
Connor made his greatest mark as a baseball
and basketball coach at Newport Central Catho
lic High School, where he began as an assistant

Connor Award based on distinguished commu
nity service, and Thomas More College established
the Jim Connor Scholarship Fund upon Connor's

coach in 1948. As head baseball coach from 1950

"Funeral Today for Coaching Great Jim Connor," KE,

until 1966, he coached the Newport Catholic Thor
oughbreds to Kentucky state titles in 1950, 1954,

Kaiser, Rob. “Coach Connor Showed WayforSo Many,"
Neil Schmidt

the 1955 season, for which no record is available. He
also became the school's most successful basketball

coach, compiling a 318-142 record. One of his bas
ketball players, Dave Cowens, was inducted into

Lonnemann, Joann, Ruth and George Miner, and
Mary Paolucci. Interview by Jim Embry, June 10,
2004, Covington, Ky.

“New Integration Testing Planned," KP December 5,
1960, 2.

“Officers Named for CORE Here,” KP, December 13,

ketball coach at Bellarmine College in Louisville,
from 1966 until 1970. Then he coached baseball

ers of America, Future Homemakers of America,

(achieving a 166-98 record, not including unavail

Senior and Junior Tri Hi Y, the Language Club, the
Pep Club, staff for the yearbook, and Student
Council. A wide range of sports and extracurricu
lar programs also were initiated: football, basket
ball, wrestling, baseball, boys' and girls' track, boys'
and girls' tennis, golf cheerleading, and a dance
team. For the students who were musically inclined,

the National Basketball Hall of Fame and in 1996

was named one of the 50 greatest players in the his
tory of the National Basketball Association (NBA).
Two other Newport Catholic professional athletes
coached by Connor were Larry Staverman, who
played for several NBA (including the Cincinnati
Royals) and ABA basketball teams, and Jim Min
shall, who pitched, though briefly, for the old Seattle
Mariners. Toward the end of his tenure at Newport
Catholic, Connor was assistant principal.
He next served as athletic director, head base

ball coach (with a 71-65 record), and assistant bas

able totals from 1972) and basketball (113-107) at

Boone Co. High School in Florence, from 1970
letic director, baseball coach (a 156-303 record),
and basketball coach (133-235) at Thomas More

College in Crestview Hills. One of his baseball
players at Thomas More, David Justice, became a
three-time All-Star in a 14-year major league ca
reer. Connor was also a part-time scout for several
major league baseball teams. He was instrumental
in the building of Thomas More's convocation
center, which is named for him. Moreover, Connor
built baseball fields at all four of the schools where

1960, 7K.

The Papers of the Congress of Racial Equality,
1941–1967, microform, Frederick, Md. University
Publications of America, 1983. Available at the

he coached. His career totals, counting high
school and college, were 564-484 in basketballand
699-568-4 in baseball, not including three baseball

Univ. of Kentucky, Lexington, and the Univ. of

seasons for which records are not available. His

Louisville, as well as the Univ. of Cincinnati.
“Two Theaters to Be Picketed," KP, December 2,

younger brother, Neal, was the basketball coach at
Purcell High School in Cincinnati for many years.
Jim Connor raised his family along Saratoga
St. in Newport. He died in 1996 of congestive heart
failure at St. Luke Hospital in Fort Thomas and was
buried at Mother of God Cemetery in Covington.
One of his sons, Terry Connor, followed in Jim
Connor's footsteps by becoming Thomas More
College men's basketball coach in 1998, adding

1960, 1.

Jim Embry
CONNOR, JAMES“JIM” (b. November 14, 1922,

Newport, Ky.; d. March 23, 1996, Fort Thomas, Ky).
James Robert Connor, who spent more than four de
cades coaching men's high school and college teams,
winningroughly 1,300games, was theson ofCharles
and Esther Sullivan Connor. He gained renown first
asan athlete, playing baseballand basketballat New
port High School and helping the baseball team
claim the Kentucky state championship in 1940, the
year he graduated. His education was interrupted by
service in World War II as a U.S. Army photogra
pher, he landed in Normandy six days after D-Day.
He played basketball at Villa Madonna College in
Covington (which later became Thomas More
College), completing his education degree in 1950.
He received an ME (master of education) degree

CONNER HIGH SCHOOL. This Boone Co.

high school was named in honor of the Conner
family, who donated the land along Cougar Path in
Hebron on which the school was built. Previously,
the Conner family had operated a farm there for
many years. Conner High School opened in 1970
with 32 faculty members, under the direction of
principal Paul Hogan and vice principal Hillard
Collins. That first year the school had 498 students
enrolled in grades 10 through 12; 131 seniors, 173
juniors, and 194 sophomores. The new school of.
fered many programs allowing for student involve
ment, including the Beta Club, Future Teachers of
America, Men and Women of Conner, the Capers
newspaper, the Health Careers Club, Future Farm

2004, Covington, Ky.
18, 1961, 2K.

March 26, 1996, B1A.
KE, March 29, 1996, C1,

until 1978. From 1978 until 1990, he served as ath

“Local CORE Unit in National Setup," KP, February

retirement in 1990.

and 1956. His record was 322-113-3, not counting

“Core to Meet," KP, January 5, 1961, 14K.

Embry, Gilbert. Interview by Jim Embry, May 15,
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athletic director duties in 2000. The elder Connor

is a member of Newport Central Catholics,
Thomas More's, and Bellarmine's halls of fame and

of the Northern Kentucky Sports Hall of Fame.
The Kentucky High School Athletic Association,
the Kentucky Association of Basketball Coaches,
and the Kentucky Baseball Coaches Association
have also inducted Connor into their respective
halls of fame. In 2001 he was given a posthumous
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Greater

Cincinnati Basketball Hall of Fame. Newport Cen
tral Catholic High School presents an annual Jim

both a concert band and a chorus were formed.

Since the Conner High School building was
not completely finished at the start of the school
year, classes were held for the first three months at
the adjacent Conner Middle School. When the
high school officially opened, it was necessary for
the students to walk to and from many of the ac
tivities, including sports programs. The athletic
facilities were not completed until February 1971;
however, Conner High School, remarkably, won
the district championship in basketball that first
year. Jason Johnson, a 1992 graduate of the school,
is now pitching in his 10th season of major league
baseball. The right-hander has played mainly with
the Baltimore Orioles and the Detroit Tigers and
appeared in 215 games with a 52-86 record through
the 2005 season.

Conner High School has grown considerably
over the years and now has one of the largest high
school enrollments in Northern Kentucky. It pres
ently has 120 faculty members and a student body
of about 1,600, in grades 9 through 12. Many im
provements have been made to the campus, includ
ing the addition of two classroom wings, a new
gymnasium, and an auditorium. The current prin
cipalis Mike Blevins, assisted by Todd Shupe, Mary
Sargent, and Jason Shearer. Many of the same clubs
exist as in the beginning, and the following activi
ties have been added: speech teams, the art society,
a Hispanic honor society, the Calculus Club, a me
dia club, and the Technology Club. The girls' sports
program has been greatly expanded by the addition
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CONRAD, CHARLES LAMONT

of volleyball, basketball, softball, bowling, swim
ming, and soccer. Conner High School has won
many athletic and academic awards and has pro
duced numerousoutstandinggraduates. The school
is also an innovative partner with the region's busi
ness and industrial communities.

Conner High School records, Hebron, Ky.
“Major League Talent—Hebron Native Jason Johnson
at Home on the Mound,” SC, September 11, 2005,
1D.

Yearbooks, 1970–2005, Conner High School, He
bron, Ky.
Sue Sorrell

CONRAD, CHARLES LAMONT. (b. April 24,
1888, Falmouth, Ky.; d. January 4, 1984, Louisville,
Ky). Charles L. Conrad was one of 15 children

In 1937 the Police Department of Burma pre

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend

sented to Conrad a silver Swiss watch, chain, and

leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.

medallion for arresting single-handedly two

1994).

criminals who had murdered a Burmese man in

1942, during World War II, he was forced to
evacuate Burma. His wife had already left for Cal
cutta, India, but Conrad remained as acting field
secretary for the mission. When he had to leave in
order to avoid being captured by the Japanese
Army, he walked 171 miles out of Burma to India
over mountains 8,000 feet high. He contracted
malaria during this march but finally, after stop
ping at a hospital for treatment, rejoined his wife
in Calcutta.

They proceeded to Karachi, India (now Paki
stan), where U. S. Army officials begged them to

born to Frank W. and Emma Monroe Conrad. He

undertake welfare work for both white and Afri

entered the Academy of Carson–Newman College,
Jefferson City, Tenn., in 1909 and graduated in

can American U.S. troops in the Karachi area. The
Conrads organized two clubs for the soldiers, and
Charles Conrad was made director of the troops in

1911. He received his BA in 1915 and went on to

Newton Theological Institution, Newton Centre,
Mass, where he received a BD degree in 1919. He
did a year of postgraduate work in the Divinity
School of the University of Chicago in 1925–1926.
Conrad was licensed to preach in 1906 at the little
Short Creek Baptist Church near Falmouth and
ordained on July 20, 1911. He pastored small
churches during his high school and college years.
While he attended Newton College, Conrad was
assistant pastor of the Warren Ave. Baptist Church,

the African American club. He continued there

Boston, Mass. In 1917 and 1918, he served with the

officer with the Information Service Office. But af.

French Army under the International Committee
of the YMCA and was given a Bronze Medal by the
French government. In 1919 he was appointed by
the American Baptist Foreign Mission Society to
serve in Jamshedpur, India, and then in 1921 was
transferred to work among the tribal Pwo Karen in

ter he received letters from the Pwo Karens he had

Bassein, Burma. On December 2, 1921, he married

Ruth Zachery of Louisville, in the high school cha
pel in Bassein. They had five children.
Conrad's service in the Pwo Karen villages of
the Bassein-Myaungmya Districts of Burma in
cluded evangelism, education, and health and wel
fare work. Between 1921 and 1949, when Conrad
and his wife were forced to leave Burma because of

civil war, the churches he supervised grew in num
ber from 63 to 94 and in membership from 4,120 to
9.525. For several of those years, Conrad served as
superintendent of a 500-pupil high school.
In order to deal with the multiple health needs

Mildred Belew

front of Conrad's home in Bassein. In March

until he was asked to open the U.S. Office of War
Information and was appointed director of that of.
fice, with his wife as his assistant. The couple served
in that capacity until they returned to the United
States in 1945 on furlough. While in the United
States, Conrad took a special course in New York
City in government finance and administration
and at the end of his training was to have been
posted in Rangoon, Burma, as an administrative

served, urging him to return to help them, he and
his wife resigned from government service and
went back to Bassein.

CONRAIL. Conrail (the Consolidated Rail Cor

poration) began in 1976 as a result of the 1970 bill
passed by the U.S. Congress that created the United
States Railway Association (USRA) to plan the
reorganization of the northeastern railroads. Be
cause of the duplication in existing rail lines; an
unfriendly Interstate Commerce Commission,
which refused to allow railroads to consolidate and

abandon unproductive railroad service; and the
shift from railroad movement of goods to truck
transport, all of the railroads in the Northeast by
1970 had filed for bankruptcy or were in the pro
cess of doing so. The New York Central Railroad
(NYC) and the Pennsylvania Railroad (PRR) had
merged in 1968 to form the Penn Central Railroad,
but the reorganization did not save these two ma
jor railroads from bankruptcy in 1970.
The USRA recommended to Congress that
northeastern rail lines be merged into one com
pany and that the federal government finance its
startup. Congress then created Conrail, which ab
sorbed the Penn Central, the Erie Lackawanna, the

Lehigh and Hudson River Railroad, the Lehigh
Valley Railroad, the Reading Company, and the
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad.

In 1987 Conrail became a private company,
with its stock trading on the New York Stock Ex
change. Then in 1997, following hostile takeover
bids, Conrail was split into two parts: 60 percent of
the assets went to the Norfolk Southern Rail

way (NS) and 40 percent to the CSX Corporation.

After his return to the United States in 1949,

All the former Conrail lines in the Cincinnati area

Conrad spent four years traveling throughout the
nation as a representative of the American Baptist
Foreign Mission Society; he then retired in 1953 to
Falmouth. In fall 1953 he was hired by the Fal
mouth Farm Supply Store, a branch of Southern
States Co-operative, and he remained in that posi
tion until the end of 1955. The people of his district
asked him to run for state representative, and he
was elected. In the legislature he took the lead in
securing a lake and a state park for Pendleton Co.
and the Northern Kentucky region. He had help in

were assigned to NS. Although Conrail had no
lines into Northern Kentucky, its engines often
were seen performing transfer runs between Con
rail yards and the L&N DeCoursey Yard and
Chessie System Stevens Yard, before the building
of Queensgate Yard in Cincinnati.

this endeavor from the directors of the Kincaid

Park Development Association, an organization
he helped organize.

Daughen, Joseph R., and Peter Binzen. The Wreck of
The Penn Central. Boston: Little, Brown, 1971.

Drury, George H. The Train-Watcher's Guide to
North American Railroads. Waukesha, Wis.; Ka
lmbach Books, 1992.
Withers, Paul K. Conrail: The Final Years—1992 to
1997 Halifax, Pa.; Withers, 1997.

Charles H. Bogart

of the children he served, Conrad also became a

Conrad chaired a committee that was successful

self-trained doctor. In 1938, while on furlough, he
purchased two medical books and large amounts
of medicine. Back in Burma, he examined villagers
with medical problems, and his wife assisted by
keeping records of all the patients he saw. Those
who had ailments Conrad could not diagnose were
sent to the nearest hospital. After examining 1,587
people, he returned to Bassein. He carefully stud

insecuring a new library building for Pendleton Co.
Conrad was listed in Marquis Who's Who of 1959–
of Kentucky Colonels in 1959, and was treasurer and
vice president of the Kincaid Park Development As
sociation. He was a king in the Hauser Chapter of
the Royal Arch Masons and was a member of the
Falmouth Rotary Club, the Pendleton Co. Chamber

CONSERVATION. Concerted efforts to protect
and conserve Northern Kentucky's natural re
sources began in the 1930s, after the natural disas
ter in the panhandles of Texas and Oklahoma
known as the Dust Bowl forced people to recog
nize a long history of abuse of the land. Programs
to protect natural resources arose as part of the

ied the records, selected 21 diseases and ailments
that could be cured without the aid of a doctor, and

of Commerce, and the Pendleton Co. Farm Bureau;

New Deal under President Franklin D. Roosevelt

he was also active in the Falmouth Baptist Church.

(1933–1945). The Soil Conservation Service (SCS),

published a booklet, Diseases Common to Our
Pwo Karen Villages and How to Cure Them.
This publication was adopted by the Burma Chris

After Conrad's first wife died, he married Emma

formed under the leadership of Dr. Hugh H. Ben

line Arnold Galloway in 1963. The last four years of
Conrad's life were spent at the Baptist Home East in

nett, began the task of educatinglandowners about

tian Council in 1948 for nationwide use.

Louisville, where he died in 1984.

1960, was made a member of the Honorable Order

the proper use of soils and other resources. By the
early 1940s, each of the 11 Northern Kentucky

CONWAY, MILES WITHERS
counties had established a conservation district

named after the Rhine River city of Konstanz in

overseen by a local board of elected residents, and
these boards were provided technical assistance by

Germany. Dolwick, Hempfling, and Kottmeyer are

the SCS (now renamed the Natural Resources

Conservation Service). The Kentucky Division of
Conservation also works with each district, and

the Boone, Campbell, and Kenton Co. conserva
tion districts work closely with conservation pro
grams of the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Council of
Governments (OKI).

The Kentucky Department of Fish and Wild
life Resources maintains more than 8,000 acres in

Wildlife Management Areas (WMA) in the North
ern Kentucky region: the Lloyd Wildlife Center
(see Curtis Gates Lloyd Wildlife Area) in Grant
Co.; the Mullins WMA in Kenton Co.; the Dr.
Norman and Martha Adair WMA in Boone Co.;

and the John A. Kleber WMA, the Dr. James R.

Rich WMA, the Kentucky River WMA, and the
Twin Eagle WMA, all either entirely or partially in
Owen Co. (see Wildlife Areas in Owen Co.).

The Kentucky Chapter of the Nature Conser
vancy purchased and preserved two unique areas,
both in Boone Co.: the Boone Co. Cliffs Nature

Preserve, approximately 75 acres of forest and con
glomerate cliffs of Kansan glacial outwash; and the
107-acre Dinsmore Woods Nature Preserve (see

Dinsmore Homestead), an old-growth forest on
glacial slopes. These two preserves were brought
into the Kentucky Nature Preserve System and
thereby given further protection.
The four Kentucky State Parks in the region in
clude the General Butler State Resort Park in

moved into a two-room schoolhouse, and in 1930 a

Boone County Recorder, historical ed., September 4,

three-room school was built. The Constance Ele

mentary School closed in the 1970s, but the old
school building still stands. In 1870 the Constance
Christian Church was established; the congrega
tion built a new building in the 1920s. In 1880, the
town's population of 133 included four steam engi
merchant, a butcher, a gardener, a wagon maker, a
stone mason, a painter, a stock trader, and a rolling
millworker. During the flood of 1937, floodwaters
were 15 feet deep in the city and covered all the
houses near the river. Mostofthe population moved
to a shelter at the school because the school build

ing sat above the flood's waters.
During the 1960s, owing to its location on the
landing-path approach to the Cincinnati/North
ern Kentucky International Airport, Con
stance was the site of three airline crashes: a Zan

top Airlines cargo plane in 1961; an American
Airlines flight arriving from New York City in
1965; and a Trans World Airlines arrival from Los

The Ohio River Sanitation Commission (OR

and universities (see Center for Ohio River Re

search). The Hillside Trust is active in protecting
the highly erodible hillsides of Cincinnati and
Northern Kentucky. Other local organizations, such
as the Banklick Watershed Council (see Banklick
Creek and Watershed), work with local, state, and

federal agencies to promote all aspects of watershed

at Constance, the steel water main was attached to

tem in the United States.

1930.

“Pipe Will Bring Water under River to Boone," KP
August 28, 2001, 1K.

Reis, Jim. “The Town the Ferry Built," KP, November
17, 1997, 4K.

Nancy J. Tretter

neers, three shoemakers, two blacksmiths, a retail

Angeles in 1967 (see Aviation Accidents). These
crashes led to construction of an elaborate ap
proach lighting system at the beginning of the
airport's Runway 18C, which connects to the air
landing pathway above Constance.
For a brief time during the 1960s, it was be

SANCO) monitors water quality in the Ohio River
and its tributaries. Various aspects of the river
are monitored by the U.S. Environmental Protec
tion Agency, by ORSANCO, and by local colleges

and once the rigs reaming drill head had emerged
the head and the drill rig then dragged the 3,000
foot pipe into the tunnel. A 2.5-million-gallon
storage reservoir and a pump station were con
structed at nearby Dry Creek to complete the proj
ect. The pipe pumps 30 million gallons of water a
day and is the largest interstate water-transfer sys

sort Park in Robertson Co.; the Big Bone Lick
State Parkin Pendleton Co. These parks maintain
hiking trails, support passive recreation, and often
host conservation meetings.

ing process. Horizontal directional drilling began
in September 2001 on the Ohio side of the river,

German family names still common in Constance.
Popular farmers' markets, sellinglocally grown pro
duce and flowers along scenic Ky. Rt. 8 near Con
stance in Boone Co., still carry these family names.
In 1817 George Anderson began the Anderson
Ferry near Constance. It is today one of the few re
maining ferries operating along the Ohio River.
The post office at Constance was established in 1853
and closed in 1997. In 1868.aschool was opened in a
one-room building intown. In the 1920s, the school

Carroll Co.; the Blue Licks Battlefield State Re

State Park in Boone Co.; and the Kincaid Lake
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lieved that Constance would become a site for

heavy industry following the completion and ded
ication of Markland Dam (October 12, 1963). It

was rumored that entrepreneurs from Cincinnati
were taking options in Boone Co. on lands in this
“second bottoms” area with the idea of drilling for
natural gas. The consensus was that because sev
eral small gas wells existed around Constance, deep
test borings would locate an extensive natural gas
field. Such speculations proved to be false, how
ever, and Constance, no longer the busy river town
it once was, has become a town one passes through
on the way to other destinations. Nevertheless,
hundreds of vehicles and passengers still utilize
the Anderson Ferry daily.
In 1999, both the City of Florence and the Fis

CONWAY, MILESWITHERS (b. March 2, 1753,

Stafford Co, Va.; d. February 28, 1822, Mason Co.,
Ky). Sometime before 1786, surveyor and sheriff
Miles Withers Conway and his brother John
(1757–1842) settled in Mason Co. Miles W. and

John Conway were the sons of Capt. Withers Con
way and Dulcibella Bunbury of Stafford Co., Va.
Captain Withers Conway, having served as a cap
tain in the Virginia Militia during the French and
Indian War, was entitled to land warrants in Ken

tucky. The DARlists Miles Conway and his brother
John Conway as Revolutionary War soldiers
from Spottsylvania, Va. Somehow the Conway
brothers became friendly with the sizable Berry
family clan in Frederick Co., Va. John Conway
married Mary “Mollie" Berry, and Miles married
Susannah, who was probably Mary Berry's sister.
The Conway brothers' father-in-law was Joseph
Berry, who was married to Mary Fairfax Berry,
from the well-connected Fairfax family of Vir
ginia. In 1787 Miles Conway filed a survey and pat
ent in his name, using a 1785 Fincastle Co., Va.,
treasury warrant from Joseph Berry, for 637.5 acres
along the Kentucky River in what was then Fayette
Co. From the transaction sequence on these lands,
it appears that this might have been a dowry or a
wedding gift from Joseph Berry to his son-in-law
Miles Conway. That land was not sold until after
the Miles Withers Conway estate was settled in
1831, and by then at least 30 acres from the original
tract was located in Owen Co.

gin, Development, and Functions. Washington,

vice with the Cincinnati Water Works. To deliver

In 1786 Miles Conway purchased several in
lots and became a trustee of the town of Washing
ton in Mason Co. His house adjoined the court
house lot, and Joseph Berry settled two houses
down the street. Miles soon began work as a sur
veyor. Miles's brother John had purchased land
along the Mill Creek southeast of Washington

D.C.; National Association of Conservation Dis
tricts, 1990.

the water from Anderson Ferry, Ohio, to Con

along with two of the six Berry families then resid

stance, a 42-inch river tunnel was drilled and 3,000

William S. Bryant

feet of 36-inch pipe were installed. The Ohio River,
which runs over a boulder-packed glacial plain,
was a daunting crossing site for this project. Luck.
ily, an area was located where glacial sand outwash
(dense sand, gravel, and silt) overlaid the bedrock,
and that layer could support the directional drill

ing in Mason Co.
Miles Conway fit easily into the class of people
who became magistrates in Mason Co. He served
on the first court as a gentleman justice and in

management.

During the late 1990s and early 2000s, a num
ber of local conservancies (land trusts) were formed

to preserve and protect lands that were significant
locally but not of state or national interest.

cal Court of Boone Co. contracted for water ser
Garner, M. M. Conservation Districts: Their Ori

CONSTANCE. Constance is a small town located

along the Ohio River in the northeastern corner of
Boone Co., opposite the outskirts of Cincinnati.
Settled by people of German origins, Constance is

August 1786 became district commissioner of
the western side of Mason Co. Conway platted the
town of Mayslick and was called upon by the
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Virginia courts to resurvey disputed earlier land
claims. He was elected sheriff of Mason Co. in 1790.

In that capacity he had the dubious distinction of

serving a warrant issued in Bourbon Co. for breach
of contract and nonpayment of debton Simon Ken
ton, the famed pioneer and Indian fighter, who was
at the time a major in the local militia. Using un
common judicial restraint, Conway, as the arrest
ing sheriff, set a parole perimeter within which
Kenton was to stay. The 10-mile diameter of the pa
role area took in the taverns located in Limestone

(Maysville), Kenton's house, and Kenton's favorite
hunting and fishing spots. Having shown such
good and popular judgment, Conway was reelected
sheriff in 1792 and, in the same year, was elected a
delegate from Mason Co. to the state constitutional
convention at Danville. At Danville Conway did a
surprising thing. Although he was slaveholder from
a slaveholding Virginia family, he voted with the
seven preachers present to strike Article 9 of the
proposed constitution. Article 9 did not go sofar as
to institutionalize slavery in Kentucky, but it per
mitted slaves to be brought into the state with their
masters, and it provided for local governments to
regulateslaves within theirjurisdictions. The article
passed over the objections raised, however, and
Miles, in the end, signed the first Kentucky Consti
tution. The 1795 Mason Co. tax list showed Miles

owning 6 slaves, 7 horses, and 20 cattle.
In December 1802 Conway and Henry Lee were
appointed associate judges to the circuit court in
Kentucky. Both men were well acquainted with the
land-interference and criminal-mischief cases that

faces, this method required a compass reading of
latitude and then establishing a grid of measure
ments of deviations from that latitude, by use of a
compass ring and simple calculations. Obviously
written as a guide for basic surveying in wilderness
areas, Conway's book had only 64 pages and was
smaller than five by eight inches in size, easily car
ried in a saddlebagor in the inside pocket of a great
coat or hunting jacket. All examples given in the
book were very practical and taken directly from
Conway's experiences surveying in Kentucky. Con
way died in 1822 and was buried in Mason Co.
Conway, Miles W. Geodosia; or, A Treatise of Prac
tical Surveying. Lexington, Ky., Daniel Bradford,
1807.

“A Few Facts and Events Surrounding the Town of
Washington in 1786." In personal collection of Ben

Lane, Richmond, Ky.
Journal of the First Constitutional Convention of
Kentucky, Held in Danville, Kentucky, April 2 to
19, 1792. Lexington, Ky., State Bar Association,
Kentucky Gazette, January 2, 1790; May 17, 1792;
May 25, 1793; June 4, November 5, May 17, 1796,
August 15, 1798; September 15, 1800; December
28, 1802; and March 22, 1808.

King, George H. S., to Rev. Melvin Lee Steadman,
January 20, 1962. In personal collection of Ben

Lane, Richmond, Ky.
Reed, Mrs. Stanley, to George H. S. King, January 15,
1962. In personal collection of Ben Lane, Rich
mond, Ky.; original in "Stations and Settlements

and Preemptions in and around Washington,” Vir
ginia State Archives.
"Surveyor's Measurers,” vertical files, Kentucky His
torical Society, Frankfort, Ky.

COOPER HIGH SCHOOL. Randall K. Cooper
High School, part of Boone Co. Schools, is located
at 2855 Longbranch Rd. in Union. The $42-million
high school opened in August 2008 with 850 stu
dents, a response to Boone Co.'s burgeoning popu
lation. The high school is named for Randall K.
Cooper, who served as the first principal of Ryle
High School in Boone Co. from 1992 until 2006,
when he died ofa heart attack. Cooper High School,

Thomas Tunstall, clerk of the U.S. District Court,

seat auditorium, a gymnasium, a cafeteria, a football
stadium, a football practice field, baseball and soft

Diane Perrine Coon

situated on 80 acres, can accommodate 1,000 stu

dents and includes 32 classrooms, computer labs, a
media center, a band room, a choral room, a 400

ball fields, tennis courts, and soccer fields. Its mas

cot is the Jaguarand its colors are maroon and gold.
Croyle, William. “Students Pumped' for Cooper
High," KE, August 12, 2008, B1.

book. Daniel Bradford, the son of John Bradford,

COPPIN, JOHN R. (b. December 24, 1848, Cin

the pioneering editor of Kentucky's first newspa
per, the Kentucky Gazette, published Conway's
book in 1807 at Lexington. Recognizing that few

cinnati, Ohio; d. December 21, 1913, Indepen
dence, Ky.) John Roberts Coppin was the second
oldest of the seven children of William and Mary
Roberts Coppin, who were both of English par
entage. Young John attended Cincinnati public
schools, working summers as a bundle boy for the
H. & S. Pogue Company. Aggressive and attentive
to his work, Coppin became a department store
head by age 24, Confident that he had sufficient

frontiersmen in America had a sufficient knowl

edge of mathematics or owned the proper survey
ing instruments to apply Gibson's more exacting
scientific surveying principles directly, Conway
emphasized in his treatise a method called latitude
and departures. Applicable chiefly to plane sur

financial panic of 1873 by arranging deferred pay
ments with suppliers. Eventually, he became a de
positor and stockholder in the German National
Bank (see People's-Liberty Bank and Trust
Company, Covington) and, finally, a director.
In Covington Coppin purchased a house at 115
(now 215) W. Fifth St. He married Elizabeth R. Egolf
in 1875 and the couple moved into the Fifth St.
home. They had four children. By 1880 Coppin's
business had outgrown the small rented space at 607
Madison, and he moved it to larger quarters at 538
Madison. He found this a favorable location and in

1942.

dominated early Kentucky court dockets; thus they
were uniquely qualified to assess the many overlap
ping claims brought into their respective courts.
Unlike most of the early surveyors in Kentucky,
Conway was familiar with the use of new survey
ors' instruments, such as quadrants and transits—
that is, with the mathematical underpinnings of
professional surveying. Sometime between 1802
and 1805, Conway wrote his Geodosia; or, A Trea
tise on Practical Surveying, which was based on
Robert Gibson's Treatise on Surveying, a two
volume text that took its worked examples from
English land claims in Northern Ireland; the sec
ond volume was entirely given over to log tables
and to sine, cosine, and tangent tables. In May 1805
Conway took a simplified version of his work to
where Conway cited his publication as being “an
act for the encouraging of learning by securing the
copies of Maps, Charts and Books to the authors
and proprietors or such copies during the time
therein mentioned." By this action Conway applied
a very early copyright protection for his surveying

background, he decided to establish his own dry
goods business. The opening of the John A. Roe
bling Bridge in 1867, connecting Cincinnati to
Covington, had spurred growth in Covington and
prompted Coppin to move there. After pondering
several locations, he leased space in a new building
at 607 Madison Ave. on March 1, 1873, and opened
The California Dry Goods Company (see Cop
pin's Department Store). Coppin weathered the

1884 negotiated a seven-year lease with M.C. Motch,
its owner, with an option to purchase. A few years
later, he became owner of the property. When elec
tric lights began to replace gaslights, Coppin had his
store wired, becoming the first Covington merchant
with electriclighting. By 1890 he purchasedalot be
hind Covington Savings Bank and Trustanderected
a large two-story addition, which was connected to

his Madison location. This gave his enterprise an ad
ditional entrance off Sixth St. After just 13 years of
operation, Coppin employed 25 clerks.
Soon Coppin began buyingacreage in Milldale
(Latonia), then an unincorporated suburb of Cov
ington. He acquired 52 acres and by 1891 had de
veloped most of it into a subdivision called Lake
View Park (now west Latonia). He built a large
Queen Anne Victorian home on a hill (now 28th

and Rogers Sts.) overlooking woods and lakes
(presently the site of the Ninth District School).
Coppin's highly successful business made ad
ditional expansion a necessity. Several new loca
tions were considered, but the property at Seventh
and Madison proved most desirable. Coppin pur
chased that lot in July 1906 with $33,000 obtained
with money he had won at Latonia Racecourse
on a very rainy day; he had bet on a “mudder” with
100-to-1 odds. The California Dry Goods name
had long since vanished, and in September 1907
Coppin incorporated his business as the John
R. Coppin Company. The seven-story Coppin
Building was completed in 1910, becoming the first
reinforced concrete structure in Kentucky. Profits,

however, were somewhat meager in the new facil
ity, due partially to the tremendous building debt
and the 1907 panic.
On December 21, 1913, while he was enjoy
ing an automobile ride in the country with his
daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Her
rick, Coppin died of a cerebral hemorrhage. He was
buried at Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati.
“John R. Coppin, Sr., Pioneer Merchant, Died in Au
tomobile,” KTS, December 22, 1913, 1.

"John R. Coppin, Trade Prince, Dies Suddenly," KP.
December 22, 1913, 15.

CORDOVA

Company. The officers were John R. Coppin, presi
dent; his brother William Coppin, vice president;
and John's son J. Roberts Coppin Jr. and H. A.
Schroetter, stockholders. Charles Clifford Coppin
joined the firm in 1915, after the death of his father,
John Roberts Coppin Sr. The 1907 panic delayed
construction of the new building for two years, but
by 1910 the seven-story Coppin building in Cov
ington was completed. The store suffered with debt
during this time, especially after 1913. In 1915
Frank Thorpe and Henry Sterne purchased 51 per
centofthe outstanding capitalstockofthe corpora
tion. The company's officers in 1915 were Frank
Thorpe, president; William Coppin, vice president;
William Macklin (Thorpe's brother-in-law), secre
tary; and Harry Sterne, treasurer. Clifford Coppin
resigned his position with the store in 1919, and
William Coppin died while working at his com
pany desk in 1923. Thorpe bought the outstanding
stock of these two men as well as that of J. Roberts
Coppin's Department Store, Seventh St. and
Madison Ave., Covington.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 32739, for the year
1913.

Lietzenmayer, Karl J. "John Roberts Coppin. The Fam
ily and the Company," NKH 5, no. 2 (Spring
Summer 1998): 1-15.

Karl Lietzenmayer
COPPIN'S DEPARTMENT STORE. After

working for the H.&S. Pogue Department Store in
Cincinnati, 24-year-old John Roberts Coppin
moved to Covington to open a dry goods business.
In 1873 he leased space in a new building at 607
Madison Ave. and named his new store the Cali

fornia Dry Goods Company. The store weathered
the financial panic of that year and by 1880 had
outgrown its limited space. Coppin rented a larger
space nearby at 538 Madison Ave, from M. C.
Motch (see Motch Jewelers). In 1884 Coppin ne

Coppin. This was the last year any Coppin family
member was connected with the department store.
In 1920 the John R. Coppin Company joined
Arkwright Merchandise Corp., a New York-based
buying group. Arkwright was a merchandising
service, which pooled the buying power of 125
stores by the 1960s, and the association enabled
Coppin's buyers to keep abreast of fashion and
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up on Washington Trace Rd., near Carthage, in
the southern part of Campbell Co., attended school
in Alexandria, and, after graduation, taught school
at California, Ky. With the Civil War on the hori
zon, Corbin told friends that he deplored war and
the effect that divided loyalties would have on his
family and friends. However, as Union Home
guard troops began patrolling Northern Kentucky,
histhinking changed. When an informal company
of men was being formed, Corbin joined. An elec
tion of officers was held, and he was elected a 1st

lieutenant. On September 25, 1862, Corbin's com
pany was sworn into the 4th Cavalry Unit of the
Confederate Army. On February 20, 1863, Gen.
Humphrey Marshall ordered Corbin and his
friend T. J. McGraw to recruit a company of men
from Northern Kentucky. While doing so, they
were captured by a squad of Union Homeguard
troops and taken to Cincinnati. Eventually they
were placed in a military prison at Johnson's Island
on Lake Erie, near Sandusky, Ohio. They were tried
by a military court and sentenced to die. Upon
hearing the news, Will's family was horrified. His
sister Melissa traveled to Cincinnati to plead her
brother's case before General Ambrose Burnside,
who had ordered the executions, but he refused to

The 1976 erection of the Florence Mall in Boone

stay his order. Undeterred, she traveled to Wash
ington in an attempt to persuade President Abra
ham Lincoln (1861–1865) to spare her brother's
life. The president refused to see her, but an aide
said that the request needed to be in writing. She
went to the pastor of Lincoln's church in Washing
ton and asked for his help. A Rev. Sutherland was
sympathetic to her cause and helped her compose
a written request for clemency. The next day the
pastor went to the Capitol and met with Lincoln,
but the president refused to intervene. Heartbro
ken, Melissa returned home the next day, to await
her brother's fate. In May Corbin and McGraw
were executed by a firing squad. Their bodies were
returned to Campbell Co., where they were laid

Co. was an immediate commercial threat to down

out at the Corbin home. Will Corbin was buried in

town Covington businesses. One year after the in

the family plot on their farm; Jeff McGraw was
buried about a mile south, in the Flagg Springs
Baptist Church Cemetery. Will's mother, grief.

market trends. In 1936 the entire store was remod

eled. However, the Great Depression was a lean
time for the company. Thorpe died in 1932 and
management passed to William and Fred Macklin.
Under the Macklins, the business became quite
successful during the 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s. Al
dens Inc., of Chicago, a leading retail merchan
diser, bought the Coppin's Department Store in
June 1964. Bryce J. Frankin, a Whitesburg, Ky., na
tive, was sent to Covington to be store manager. By
the early 1970s, Coppin's was sold again to the
Gambles Department Store chain, also of Chicago.

gotiated a seven-year lease on this site with an op

auguration of the Florence Mall, Coppin's Depart

tion to purchase. By 1886 he owned the building.
About that time, he purchased the lot behind the
Covington Trust Bank (now Huntington Bank)
facing on Sixth St. and erected a two-story build
ing that connected with the rear of his Madison
Ave, store, giving the dry goods store 13,000 square
feet of space and allowing for $45,000 of stock.
After 13 years in business, the company was em
ploying 25 clerks. By 1903 the company's growth
demanded more room, and it expanded into a rear
alley, increasing the store's commercial space to
18,000 square feet; there was nowroom for $70,000
of merchandise. As continued growth required
searching for a new location nearby, in 1906 Cop
pin purchased an availablelot at the northeast cor
ner of Seventh St. and Madison Ave. in Covington
and began planning for construction of the first
reinforced concrete skyscraper in Kentucky. The
building was designed by architect James Gilmore.
The name California Dry Goods had long since
disappeared, and the firm was officially incorpo
rated on September 21, 1907, as the John R. Coppin

ment Store closed permanently; eventually, other
downtown Covington stores closed as well (see
Covington, downtown).

stricken, died within months,

DeMoss, J. C. The Short Story of William Francis

"Coppin Store Buys 627 Site for Parking Lot," KP De
cember 22, 1955, 1.

"Coppin Store Remodeled in Modern Style," KP Sep
tember 22, 1936, 3.

"Covington's Downtown Business Is Slipping," KP
December 8, 1977, 1R.

Corbin. Privately published, 1897.
Dicken, Absolom Columbus. "Civil War Diary of Ab
solom Columbus Dicken, 1862–1865." Kenton Co.

Public Library, Covington, Ky; Campbell Co. His
torical Society, Alexandria, Ky. Also available at the
National Archives, Washington, D.C.

"Era Ends as Coppins Winds Down after 104-Year
History," KPDecember 15, 1977,23K.

Lietzenmayer, Karl "John Roberts Coppin: The Fam
ily and the Store," NKH 5 no. 2 (Spring-Summer

Wessling, Jack. Early History of Campbell County.
Alexandria, Ky:Privately published, 1997.
Jack Wessling

1998): 1-15.

Karl Lietzenmayer
CORBIN, WILLIAM FRANCIS (b. 1833,

Campbell Co., Ky; d. May 15, 1863, Johnson's Is
land, Ohio). The friends of Will Corbin, who was

executed during the Civil War, described him as a
brave, noble, generous young man, enjoying a rep
utation of good morals and citizenship. He grew

CORDOVA.Cordova, a community in the south
ern part of Grant Co., at the intersection of Ky. Rt.
36 (Old Leesburg Pk) and Ky. Rt. 330 (Crooked
Creek Rd.), became part of Grant Co. in 1827, when
the Harrison-Grant county line was moved father
south. One of the earliest families in the area was

that of Jeremiah Morgan, who operated a general
store there in 1858. He was the overseer of the
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CORINTH

Leesburg Pk.and later served as justice of the peace
and sheriff of Grant Co. The two-story Morgan
home stands today, on a hilltop south of Cordova.
The post office was established shortly after the
Mexican War. It is said a soldier of that war sug

gested the Spanish name Cordova. The post office
remained until around 1900, when rural routes
were established.

Cordova became a thriving community with
a schoolhouse and several businesses, including
a sawmill, a harness shop, an icehouse, and a black
smith shop. In 1846 Layton's Chapel Methodist
Episcopal Church was established at Cordova, and
in 1866 the Mount Pleasant Church of Christ ap
peared in town; it has moved since then and today
is located along Ky. Rt. 36. Currently there is one
business in Cordova, Henry's Grocery, which was
started in 1900 by Edward L. Dunn. Owned and
operated by Charles and Rita Henry since 1973,
this grocery is one of the few remaining country
stores in the county. The restored home of the Cor
dova physician Dr. Robert E. Limerick also sur
vives. After graduation from the Cincinnati Medi
cal College in 1885, Limerick served the area until
his death in 1912.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
Dunn, Shirley Limerick. “Morgans Settled Cordova
Community about 1827" In The Grant County
Sesqui-Centennial Bulletin, 1820–1970, Wil
liamstown, Ky. Grant Co. Sesquicentennial Publi
cations Committee, 1970.

Also in 1878, the Kentucky legislature char
tered the Corinth Academy to educate children
through the first eight grades and offer continuing
education for a fee to persons seeking a teacher's
certificate or proficiency in bookkeeping, foreign
languages, higher math, music, or telegraphy. In
1906, when the Corinth Academy was separated
from the common school district, losing the com
mon school tax funds, the academy was closed.
Additional churches were established in town.

The Methodist Episcopal Church South was deeded
land in June 1881 by C. W. Hutchinson. It did well
until the 1950s but, owing to loss of membership,
closed its doors in 1970. The Baptist Church in
Corinth was organized in July 1878 with 26 charter
members, and a new church building was dedicated
in 1895. The present church, large enough for agrow
ing membership, was built in 1959. There were two
churches, one Baptist and one Methodist, organized
by slaves in the area, but no records exist today other
than that the churches were operated by ex-slaves
and their families until both closed before 1940.

Corinth has survived four disastrous fires, in

1890, 1904, 1914, and 1933. A positive step was taken
in 1986 to minimize future damage when the
Corinth Water District was created. Pipelines were
laid serving the town and others in the southern end
of the county with water from Williamstown's Wa
ter Purification Plant. Corinth has extended its cor

poratelimits to include its I-75 interchange area, the
existing tourist and traveler facilities, and the addi
tional facilities that are being constructed there. In
2000, the population was 18l.

Barbara Loomis Brown

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil

liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
CORINTH. This settlement developed during the
1820s on the Dry Ridge Trace (now U.S. 25) at the
southern tip of Grant Co. It was first called Mull
inexville, after the first postmaster who received
the weekly mail by stagecoach delivery in town. It
was later identified as Corinth because the Corinth

John B. Conrad

CoRINTH HIGH SCHOOL. Corinth High

School in Corinth was one of the four high schools

Christian Church had built a log church there in
1825. The church's meetinghouse was located in
what today is the Corinth Cemetery, on the north
side of Cordova Rd, between U.S. 25 (Dixie High
way) and the Norfolk Southern Railway. In 1869
a post office named Corinth was established, and
David Williams served as the first postmaster. In

operated by the Grant Co. Board of Education in
the early part of the 20th century. The school be:
gan in 1915 as the Corinth Graded Common
School, an independent district that extended into
Scott Co. and drew pupils and tax support from
both counties. High school subjects were added
each year, as needed. The Corinth High School's
first graduating class was that of 1918, composed

1873–1874, the Corinth Christian Church built a

of Zelma McCord, Carl Northcutt, and Marshall

new meetinghouse on New Columbus Rd., on a lot
donated by W. A. Million, where the present church
building stands; at that time, the church's lot was
partly in Owen Co. and partly in Grant Co.
In 1876 the Kentucky legislature transferred

Wright.
In the 1920s a new elementary and high school
building was built in Corinth. The first students to
graduate from the new facility were the class of
1926. The fame and memory of tiny Corinth High

into Grant Co. a substantial section of Owen Co.,
which was identified as the Corinth and Keefer

School was assured when, in 1930, its team won the

voting precincts. Until then, residents on the Grant
Co. side of Corinth voted in the Cordova precinct.
In 1878 Corinth was incorporated by an enact
ment of the Kentucky legislature stating “that a
town by the name of Corinth ... is hereby estab
lished... including the present village of Corinth
to be known ... as the Town of Corinth." The char

ter is unusual in that the corporate boundaries ex
tended beyond one county, in this case into the
northern tip of Scott Co.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.

"State Cage Title Won by Corinth,” KP. March 23,
1930, 6.

John B. Conrad
CORINTHIAN BAPTIST CHURCH. The Co

rinthian Baptist Church is the oldest African Amer
ican church in Campbell Co. On February 24, 1869,
the African American community in Newport, hav
ing established what was at the time known as Zion
Baptist Church, was meeting on Eglantine St. near
Cabot St. (see Newport Barracks). In July the con
gregation purchased a house for their worship ser
vices. They attempted to raise $1,000 by requesting
donations from area Christians. In November

1872, Zion Baptist Church changed its name to
Corinthian Baptist Church and Mr. B. Jones be
came its first pastor. In 1873 the church moved to a
location on Roberts St. in Newport, with Dennis S.
Lightfoot as pastor.
On October 24, 1882, the Corinthian Baptist
Church purchased the First German Baptist Church
building at Columbia and Jefferson Sts. In 1885
Lightfoot was replaced as pastor by J. W. Hawkins,
and in February 1892, John W. Clark became pas
tor. After the George Wiedemann Brewery (see
Wiedemann Brewing Company) purchased
the property of Corinthian Baptist Church on Co
lumbia St. for the sum of $2,000 in 1892, the con

gregation bought the church building formerly
belonging to the First Presbyterian Church on
Columbia St. near Fifth St. From July 1899 until
1902, C. P. M. Bigbee served as pastor. During that
period, the District Convention of Kentucky Bap
tists and the National Baptist Convention were
both convened at the church. A traditionalist, Big
bee regularly took new converts to the nearby Ohio
River to be baptized, sometimes even when the
river's waters were icy.
The flood of 1937 did extensive damage to the
Corinthian Baptist Church's building, which was
later restored by the church members. In 1956 the
Newport Board of Education sought to purchase
the church's property in order to builda new school.
The church fought against the proposed purchase
but lost the subsequent law case, in which the court
decided that the church had to sell the property to
the Newport Board of Education for $23,000 and
that the premises must be vacated immediately.
The church eventually found a suitable new location
at the northwest corner of Seventh and Saratoga
Sts., and on April 2, 1958, the Corinthian Baptist
Church's new building was dedicated.
CDG, February 25, July 1, 1869; November 25, 29,

Kentucky state basketball title. The last class grad
uated from Corinth High School in 1953. There

1872; May 2, 1873.
KTS, December 19, 1956, 4A.

after, students were transferred to the new Grant

Co. Intermediate School and Grant Co. High
School at Dry Ridge.
The Corinth Elementary School continued to
conduct classes at the Corinth school for students

in grades one through six until the new Mason
Corinth Elementary School, along U.S. 25 (Dixie
Highway) between Corinth and Mason, opened in
1991.

Theodore H. H. Harris

CORNELL, ANNETTE (b. December 8, 1897,

Knoxville,Tenn.; d. July 9, 1986, Cincinnati, Ohio).
Annette Patton Cornell, the daughter of James Pat
ton, published her first poem at age 15. She began
college at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville,
Tenn., but completed her degree at the University

CORWINE, AARON H.
of Cincinnati. After World War I, she married

hotels, the Baldwin office buildings in Cincinnati,

Dr. Josiah H. Cornell Sr., and they had four chil
dren. For many years the family lived on Virginia

and the 650-acre CirclePort Business Park located

Annette Cornell began her working career as a
librarian at the East End Library in Cincinnati and
soon began to write. Her poems and other writ
ings, which appeared in several newspapers and
national magazines, were known for their diverse
themes, their versatility, their metrical arrange
ment, and their skillful use of language. She also
had a program on WLW radio in Cincinnati dur
ing the 1930s, in which her pleasant voice was
heard reading poems to families huddled around

near the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Inter
national Airport. The CirclePort Business Park
was built in phases and includes the Center for Cor
porate Learning, built by Corporex for Northern
Kentucky University's Metropolitan Education
Training Services(METS). CirclePort Business Park
is also the headquarters for such companies as G.E.
Capital IT Solutions, the National Underwriter,
Toyota Motor Manufacturing USA, and Wild Fla
vors. In recognition of extraordinary success in fi
nancial performance and personal commitment to
business and community developments, president

Ave. in Fort Mitchell.

their radio receivers. She won a Best Writer award

and CEO William Butler was awarded the National

from the National Society of American Pen Women,
and a governor of Ohio once tried to make her
Ohio's poet laureate. She refused, remarking that
she was “a Kentucky lady." She wrote society news
for the region's Kentucky Post during the 1940s
and for a time published a quarterly magazine of
poetry. In all, she published five books of poetry.

Entrepreneur of the Year Award in 1996. In 2004
Corporex launched the Corporex Select Hotel
Company, intending to build as many as 40 select
service hotels throughout the nation over five years.
On November 16, 2005, Corporex broke ground on
its newest project, the Ascent, designed by architect

Cornell's varied works have contributed to the cul

porex's Museum Residences, located next to the
Denver Art Museum. The Ascent was completed in

tural history of Northern Kentucky, in both quan
tity and quality. In 1986, at age 88, Cornell died at
Bethesda Hospital in Cincinnati. Her funeral was
held at the Trinity Episcopal Church in Coving
ton, and she was interred at Highland Cemetery in
Fort Mitchell. She was the mother of Joseph H. "Si"

Daniel Libeskind, who also was the architect of Cor

2008.

Corporex. www.corporex.com (accessed March 31,
2006).

“Corporex Reveals Plans for Covington Riverfront,”
CE, March 30, 1995, C13.

Cornell, who wrote for the Cincinnati Post for

“Tuesday a Day of Celebration in N. Ky" SC, March
some 44 years.

erty on the northwest corner of Ninth and Isabella
Sts., where the current church stands. Bishop Ca
millus Paul Maes dedicated the new edifice, a

combination church, school, and rectory, on Oc
tober 4, 1903. The Sisters of Divine Providence

took charge of the school from the Ursuline Sis
ters of Louisville, who had taught at the old school.
In 1927 the parish constructed a high school. The
high school was changed to a two-year commer
cial high school for boys in 1931 and then closed
in 1933; the parochial elementary program then
used the former high school structure. Newport
Catholic High School (see Newport Central
Catholic High School) used the building for a
time in the 1940s and early 1950s, until its own
building was completed.
With the Catholic urban population dwindling
throughout the 1960s and 1970s, the Newport par
ishes found it difficult to maintain their own sepa
rate schools. The Diocese of Covington began in
1981 to study merging the schools, and in 1984,
under the direction of Bishop William A. Hughes
and the Diocesan School Board, the four Newport
parishes (which included the St. Francis de Sales
parish, established in 1915, and the St. Vincent
de Paul parish, established in 1916) merged their
school systems into one, renamed Holy Spirit
School. In the shiftofproperties, the Corpus Christi
School was abandoned and adapted to serve as a
thrift store and food pantry.
The church itself, remodeled after a fire in 1974,

20, 2005, 5A,
Gabrielle Summe

“Annette Cornell, 88, Poet, Writer," KP, July 10, 1986,
2C.

"Girl Writer Gets First Interview with a Poet and Her
CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC CHURCH.

Notions Are Upset," KP, December 25, 1928, 1.

CORPOREX. Corporex, the largest locally owned
commercial real estate developer in Greater Cincin
nati, began in 1965 when William P. Butler, then age
22, started a construction company. From humble
beginnings in Covington to offices in Cincinnati,
Denver, Boston, and Orlando, Corporex, whose
headquarters is in Covington, has developed more
than 17 million square feet of Class A office and in
dustrial space and numerous hotels. The company
offers architecture, engineering, and construction
in one guaranteed design-build service. Corporex is
also the first to introduce the concept of the year
round family country club. The success of the Four
Seasons Country Club in Crestview Hills has led to
the development of the Five Seasons Country Clubs
in Indianapolis and Chicago and in Cleveland and
Dayton, Ohio, and there is a five-year plan to build
as many as 30 clubs in the United States. Once the
Five Seasons Country Club division reaches its de
velopment goal, Corporex will sell it at a public of
fering, just as in 2004 the firm sold the Eagle Hospi
tality Trust, a full-service hotel operation. With the
development of the RiverCenter (see Covington,
Downtown), Corporex changed the landscape of
Covington and encouraged other local regional de
velopments, including the Northern Kentucky
Convention Center, the Metropolitan Growth
Alliance, and Forward Quest. Corporex's other
management properties and developments include
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Corpus Christi (Latin for “Body of Christ") was the
first Catholic church in the city of Newport and in
Campbell Co. While Northern Kentucky was still
part of the Diocese of Louisville, priests from both
Cincinnati and Covington occasionally ministered
to the Catholic population on the east side of the
Licking River. When Father Charles Boeswald was
appointed in 1844 to care for Newport's small num
ber of Catholics, he was offered land by a Catholic

continued to serve the parish as a house of worship.
But because of a shortage of priests, as the pastors of
the four Newport parishes neared retirement age,
the Diocese of Covington decided it would no lon
ger be possible to staff them all. In 1997 the four

churches were merged into a single parish called
Holy Spirit, headed by a single pastor, but with each
of the four churches remaining as "missions." Then
in 2000 the four missions were merged. Of the four
buildings, St.Stephen Church was designated as the
one to be used for the Holy Spirit parish, with Father
Richard Bolte as pastor. The other three churches,
including Corpus Christi, were relegated to secular

man on which to build a church. Both Catholics and

uses. The Corpus Christichurch has since been ren

non-Catholics assisted in the construction of a

ovated into apartments for senior citizens.

church, which was ready for use by June 1845, and
Boeswald was the first pastor of Corpus Christipar
ish. In spite of having to struggle to pay off the debt
for the church building, the parish managed to build
a small school and a pastor's residence in 1848.
By 1853, when the Diocese of Covington was
created by Pope Pius IX, Corpus Christi had in
creased in size, due primarily to a large influx of
immigrants. During the pastorate of Father John
Voll, the need for a more spacious church was obvi
ous. A new Gothic style church was erected in 1854
and dedicated by Covington's first bishop, George
A. Carrell, on Christmas Eve. A larger school was
built in the 1860s. Corpus Christi and the St. Ste
phen Church, erected in 1854, were the two Ger
man American Catholic churches in Newport.
Damage to the Corpus Christi Church build
ing during several floods in the 1880s prompted
Pastor Paul Kolopp to relocate the church to a site
farther from the river, and he purchased the prop

“Fire Cripples Newport Parish,” Messenger, January
27, 1974, 1A.

The First Century of Corpus Christi Church, New
port, Kentucky. Newport, Ky., Vesper Print, 1944.
“Newport to Become One Parish, Four Missions,”
Messenger, April 25, 1997, 1.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,

Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The

Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Thomas S. Ward

CORWINE, AARON H. (b. August 31, 1802,
Maysville, Ky., d. July 4, 1830, Philadelphia, Pa.).
Aaron Houghton Corwine, a renowned Romantic
period portraitist, was the youngest of six children
born to Amos and Sarah Brook Corwine. Aaron

228

COTE BRILLIANTE

his cartel of investors and named Cote Brilliante

("shining hill" in French) after a topographically

a felon, a horseman, and a general all-around bon
vivant. In spring 1951 the Wiedemann heirs sold

Lewis Collins said of Corwine that he had much

similar section of St. Louis, Mo. Cote Brilliante

the 15-room, six-acre estate to the Diocese of Cov

“character” and would have reached the “head of his

pressed with the artistic display and decided his son

and the adjacent subdivision of Ingalls Park were
annexed into the city of Newport during the mid
1920s with the standard promise of city services.
Originally, both were planned as commuter suburbs
with convenient access to the Chesapeake and

ington, and Bishop William T. Mulloy lived there
for a time beginning in summer 1951.
Once annexed, the neighborhood lingered as
an isolated, neglected, and forgotten outpost of
Newport. After the flood of 1937, the Newport

would make a better artist than a farmer. Corwine

Ohio Railroad trains to Cincinnati. Small build

School Board tried to close the Cote Brilliante

was first tutored in Kentucky by an itinerant artist

ing lots (40 by 175 feet) sold for $300 with payments
of$1 per week and no interest. Cote Brilliantegener
ally consisted of Park Ave, and Vine St., south of E.
10th St. up and over the hill to Grand Ave. Ingalls
Park was mainly E. 10th St. (east of Vine St) and
Grand, Chesapeake, and Ohio Aves. Ingalls Park
derived its name from Melville Ezra Ingalls, the sub
division's financialbacker and longtime president of
the C&O Railroad. Ingalls Park has generally been
thought of as part of Cote Brilliante.
Grand Ave., the majorthoroughfare, was named
for the Grand Army of the Republic even though
Bigstaff was a Confederate. In 1888 it began as
the Grand Ave. Turnpike, a toll road until 1922
(see Turnpikes, Campbell Co.), built to provide
quick travel to the U.S. Army installation in the
District of the Highlands (Fort Thomas). With its
50-foot-wide right-of-way through Cote Brilliante,
the turnpike when new was a very modern road.
Not all of the potential home sites in these two sub
divisions werebuilton, as evidenced by the wooded
areas that remained among the established homes.

School. The strong protest of residents succeeded
in keeping its doors open until 1961, when it was
replaced by the new Mildred Dean School located

Corwine's fame grew after he died at age 28, at the
peak of his decade-long career as an artist. Historian

profession,” had he lived longer. At age 10 Aaron

painted his father's farm fence with "grotesque fig
ures of men, beasts, and fowls." His father was im

named J. T. Turner and then went to Cincinnati in
1818, with a letter of introduction to another former

Mason Co. resident, famed Cincinnati surgeon Dr.
Daniel Drake. Corwine pursued his craft as an
artistand subsequently was sent by Drake and some
other sponsors to Philadelphia, Pa., to study under
the renowned American painter Thomas Sully.
When Corwine returned to Cincinnati in 1820, he

was the city's premier portraitist; only portrait artist
Matthew Jouett had a similar reputation in what
was then considered the West. Among Corwine's
subjects were Simon Kenton, Andrew Jackson,
and the general Marquis de Lafayette, who, because
he did not have time to sit for a portrait, had to be
painted by Corwine while the general was a passen
ger aboard the Ohio River steamboat the Herald.
Successful commissions and exhibitions allowed

Corwine to travel to London, England, for further
studies and for his health. His moneys were lost
when a trusted banker went bankrupt, but Corwine
wasable to continue his studies by visitingart galler
ies. He applied what helearned, and a self-portrait in
the collection of the Kentucky Gateway Museum
Center in Maysville, painted in 1829, demonstrates
hisever-improvingskill. Itshowsahandsomeyoung
man with tousled hair, wearing a coat with a furlin
ing; the artist bears a thoughtful expression and
seems as if he is looking over the viewer's shoulder.
Corwine's energy, youth, and promise were a meta
phor for the expanding West. The 1829 self-portrait
has those same combined features, although Cor
wine was ill at the time from the tuberculosis that

killed him the next year. He died in Philadelphia on
July 4, 1830, at the home of his cousins, as he was
making his way home to Maysville from England.
His place ofburial is unknown.

In the 1890s, when the lots first went on sale, the

impact of the automobile and streetcarson people's
lifestyle could not have been foreseen. Home seek
ers soon found that they could easily leapfrog over
Cote Brilliante for properties in the higher eleva
tions farther south.

The two focal points of the neighborhood were
the Cote Brilliante School, built in 1896 at the cor

ner of Park and Grand Aves. (see Campbell Co.
Public Schools), and the St. Francis de Sales
Catholic Church, built in 1912 at the corner of

Chesapeake and Grand Aves. The neighborhood
had a few saloons and small food stores, and later a

city playground was laid out in the bottoms of
Duck Creek. Early on there were brickyards, one
on Vine St. at Center St. and another on Reservoir

AskArt. "Aaron Corwine." www.askart.com (accessed

September 22, 2006).
Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1. Cov
ington, Ky: Collins, 1882.

Dwight, Edward. "A Cincinnati Artist: Aaron H. Cor
wine,” Bulletin of the Philosophical and Histori
cal Society of Ohio 17, no. 2 (April 1959): 103–8.
The Golden Age: Cincinnati Painters of the Nine
teenth Century Represented in the Cincinnati
Art Museum. Cincinnati: Cincinnati Art Museum,
1979.

Rd. (Water Works Rd.) near the beginning of
Grand. In recent years, the Raaker Tire Company
has stood its ground at the entrance to Cote Bril
liante at the railroad bridge at E. 10th and Park.
That bridge, which clearly needed to be replaced as
early as the mid-1950s, finally was rebuilt in 2004.
In 1895 Newport brewer George Wiedemann's

construction of the WXIX-TV (Channel 19) stu

dio and tower. The station was not built, but today
about 50 posh townhomes occupy the site, captur
ing its spectacular view. A Cleveland developer in
1956 opened the Newport Shopping Center, the
first of its type in Northern Kentucky, just to the
southwest. Newport Central Catholic High
School moved into its new building on the hill be
hind the Wiedemann estate in 1955. In the late

1950s, one of the last major public improvements
was made to Cote Brilliante, when the state rebuilt

Grand Ave. south beginning at Carothers Rd. The
new four-lane highway straightened Grand Ave.
while providing easier access to the new St. Luke
Hospital along the road at the Newport-Fort
Thomas boundary. Harper Construction built the
highway, using new concrete paving equipment
that greatly expedited the project.
The most famous day in the history of Cote
Brilliante was Thursday, October 6, 1960, when
John F. Kennedy, a Massachusetts senator, came to
1168 Park Ave., the home of Mrs. Alvin Steil. His

presidential campaign had brought him to Cincin
nati, and he took time to visit this World War II

Gold Star mother. Students from both grade schools
were dismissed early to see the candidate for presi
dent, and some shook his hand. Afterward, his en

tourage traveled down Park Ave. to the Cote Bril
liante School, where he met with its Mothers' Club.

The visit ended as quickly as it began, and Kennedy

mansion, designed by Samuel Hannaford, at
1102 Park Ave. This was the most impressive struc

crowd.

ture in Cote Brilliante, and the Wiedemanns were
its most affluent and influential residents. Lavish

Ohio: Kent State Univ. Press, 1989.

port neighborhood was incorporated as a fifth
class city by the Kentucky legislature in July 1888.
The area was developed by Samuel Bigstaff and

of the St. Francis de Sales Church. During World
War II, the St. Francis community published the
Hot Dawg, a newsletter for the entire population
of the area, keeping residents informed about the
comings and goings of their military personnel.
The 1950s witnessed other changes to the land
scape. The hilltop between Vine St. and Grand Ave.
was leveled in 1954 in preparation for the proposed

rode off into the afternoon sun in his black Lincoln

Life in Nineteenth-Century Cincinnati. Kent,

COTE BRILLIANTE. This Southeastern New

The 1940s saw several Cote Brilliante boys go
off to war; a few never returned, and their lives
were commemorated on the monument in front

widow Alice and son Charles moved into their new

Vitz, Robert C. The Queen and the Arts: Cultural

John Klee

farther south on Grand Ave.

parties took place at their home during the first
three decades of the 20th century. The grounds
often overflowed with partygoers enjoying the first
private in-ground swimming pool in Northern
Kentucky as well as the shuffleboard and tennis
courts. This was the boyhood home of Charles
Wiedemann's son Carl, a football letterman at Yale,

Town Car convertible, waving to an enthusiastic
In the 1980s, the long-awaited I-471 was com
pleted, taking out some of the best housing stockin
Newport along Lorain Ct., Water Works Rd., and
Chesapeake, Ohio, and Grand Aves. This only
isolated Cote Brilliante even more. Cote Brilliante

continued to lose population as more owner
occupied dwellings turned into rental units and as
the demographic shift to southern Campbell and
Kenton counties contributed to what the city of

COUNTRY MUSIC
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Newport referred to as "blight." The St. Francis de
Sales Catholic Church closed in 1997. By spring
2004, the City of Newport had bought and torn

known whether O'Shaughnessy's mill was a succes
sor to the Newport Manufacturing Company or

Bodley, Temple. History of Kentucky: The Blue

whether he established a later cotton mill. Also,

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.

down some 90 homes in the southern half of the

Robert Warring operated a cotton batting factory
located at the northwest corner of Eglantine and E.
Row Sts. in Newport.
In 1829 the Covington Cotton Manufacturing
Company was incorporated. The new company

Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
Connelley, William Elsey, and E. M. Coulter. History
of Kentucky. 5 vols. Chicago: American Historical

area, and in April of that year the city purchased
the St.Francis property, hoping to attract high-end
developers desiring to capitalize on the highly vis
ible open area along the west side of I-471 for com
mercial development. Some residents chose to fight
the city's heavy-handed plans, and in return, the
city threatened to use eminent domain. In spring
2007 the St. Francis buildings were torn down, as
were the homes of the five hold-out owners who

manufactured cloth out of wool, cotton, silk, flax,

and hemp. The incorporators were listed as Robert
Buckhannon, Charles MacAlister Jr., Edward Mac
Alister, William Whitehead, Edward Yorke, and

executive housing, is surrounded by trendy condo
miniums with skyline views. The “woods” where
young boys once played are the sites of luxurious
housing communities. It has taken almost 110years
for Bigstaff's shining hill to be noticed, and few re

William Yorke. By 1831, their four-story structure
was equipped with 2,288 spindles (1,600 in use with
plans for operating the others in a few weeks), and
60 hands were employed to produce 4,000 pounds
of cotton yarn daily. Plans were under way in 1831
to add 20 additional employees to enable the com
pany to produce 6,000 yards of cloth per week. In
1872 Brooks, Kellogg, and Walsh of Cincinnati
bought the old cotton-mill property and planned
to build a distillery on the riverfront (see Walsh
Distillery).
The Argonaut Cotton Mill Company was lo

main who remember what a solid and substantial

cated at the southeast corner of Second St. and

neighborhood it once was.

Madison Ave., in Covington. By late 1915, the mill

fought the city's plans; in the summer of 2007, con
struction began on the new Pavilion shopping de
velopment (still under construction in 2008).
Long gone are the Cote Brilliante School, the
city park, and the St. Francis de Sales Catholic
Church. The Wiedemann house, now short-term

had closed.

Grass State. Vol. 4. Chicago: S.J. Clarke, 1928.

Society, 1922.

Daily Independent. The Spirit of a Greater Maysville
and Mason County. Maysville, Ky: Daily Inde
pendent, 1935.
Smith, Allen Webb. Beginning at “the Point". A
Documented History of Northern Kentucky and
Environs, the Town of Covington in Particular,

1751–1834. Park Hills, Ky: Smith, 1977.
Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs. Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

Thompson, Charles. Going on 200: Century-Old
Businesses in Kentucky. Prospect, Ky. Harmony
House, 2003.

Charles D. Hockensmith

COUNTRY MUSIC. Country music is a popu
lar folk music of the rural South originally called
hillbilly music. Derived from traditional folk mu
sic brought by English and Scots-Irish settlers to
the American South, it evolved upon contact with
blues, cajon, Celtic, gospel, minstrel, and old-time

“Bishop Mulloy to Move Home to Newport Estate,"

Some additional references to the cotton in

music; sentimental ballads; and other ethnic musi

KTS, June 15, 1951, 1.
“Cote Brilliante Church Dedicated," KP, October 14,
1912, 2.

dustry in Covington were found for the period be

cal types. It eventually blended with urban music,
such as vaudeville and Tin Pan Alley, as country
music rapidly became popular in the 1920s via
commercial recordings and radio broadcasts. The
term country and western music was introduced
during the 1940s when the earlier name hillbilly
music came to be considered demeaning. By the
1970s, the simpler title country alone was applied
as the genre gained a mainstream international
following. Although there are many kinds of coun
try music, the more traditional folk, old-time, and
bluegrass sounds are most often associated with
the tri-state region of Indiana, Kentucky,and Ohio,
owing to its proximity to the South.
Beginning in the late 1930s, residents of North
ern Kentucky tuned in to live radio broadcasts
originating from Cincinnati's “Nation's Station,”
WLW, such as the Renfro Valley Barn Dance and
the long-running Boone County Jamboree (later
renamed Midwestern Hayride as it transitioned

“Ky House Passes Bill Incorporating Village,” KSJ,
March 15, 1888, 4.
“$1 Million Grand-Av. Work Near," KP, October 13,
1958, 1.

“Transferred Pike," KP, July 22, 1922, 1.
Michael R. Sweeney
COTTON MILLS. By the mid-19th century,
Northern Kentucky had several cotton mills, to
which cotton grown in the southern states was
shipped on steamboats via the Ohio River. The cot
ton companies, which included substantial mills,
spun cotton into yarns, twine, and small cordage
and wove it into cloth. These mills helped furnish
the Northern Kentucky market with needed goods.
Kentucky historian Lewis Collins reported
one cotton factory in Campbell Co. in 1847. Ben
jamin Clifford Jr., Darius B. Holbrook, S. R. M.
Holbrook, James Taylor Jr., James Taylor Sr.,
Isaiah Thomas, John W. Tibbatts, and William

M. Walker incorporated the Newport Manufac
turing Company on November 26, 1831. By 1836
this company's extensive operations included a
cotton factory, a woolen factory, a hemp mill, and
other endeavors; the company employed 329 in
dividuals. A story in the January 9, 1836, edition
of the local Daily Evening Post reported that the

company had "fifty power looms for the manufac
ture of Kentucky jeans, linseys, and cotton
plains... and the necessary auxiliary machinery
for the manufacture of cotton bagging, by steam
power.”
The June 17, 1854, edition of the Covington Jour
nal carried a story that Thomas O'Shaughnessy's
Newport Cotton Mill was destroyed by fire. It is not

tween 1872 and 1929. In 1894 a new cotton mill

(Putnam, Hooker & Company) was opened in
Ludlow. The R. T. Pearce Company in Covington
operated at 16 E. Pike St. between 1920 and 1923
and at 515 Scott St. between 1923 and 1929.

The December 19, 1827, issue of the Maysville
Eagle contained an ad placed by J. C. DeWees for
his new Cotton Factory in Maysville. His cotton
spinning business, it was said, was equipped with
new machinery that could produce yarns “equal to
any made in the country.” These yarns were avail
able through William Tinker of Maysville at fac
tory prices. The firm of Duke & Davis had formerly
used the cotton factory.
The best-documented and longest-surviving
cotton mill in Northern Kentucky is January and

Wood in Maysville. William Shotwell built the
cotton mill in 1834, and in 1851 Andrew January
and Benjamin W. Wood bought the company, re
naming it January and Wood.
The Acts of Kentucky for 1837 included the
articles of incorporation for the Mason County
Hemp Manufacturing Company. This company
processed cotton as well as other raw materials.
The incorporators included Robert Blanchard,

to television in the late 1940s). At the same time, a

liam Mackey, John M. Morton, Christian Shultz,
and Andrew Woods. Collins also reported two

significant number of rural Kentuckians and Ap
palachians were migrating to Covington and
Newport and to Cincinnati and Norwood, Ohio,
seeking high-paying factory jobs. These migrants
created storefront churches and honky-tonks,
which, along with the Boone County Jamboree
and King Records, helped Cincinnati and North
ern Kentucky become a capital of country music

steam cotton factories in Mason Co.

and bluegrass, even surpassing Nashville during

Another Maysville company that processed
some cotton was the Maysville Linen Company.

this period.
The legendary King Records of Cincinnati, as
well as other independent labels dedicated to the
country sound, targeted this music genre very ef
fectively to record buyers, jukebox owners, and
radio station disc jockeys. King Records' first com
mercial recordings in the early 1940s included art
ists such as the Delmore Brothers, Grandpa Jones,

Thomas Forman, Richard Lee, Isaac Lewis, Wil

R. T. Blanchard, John Chambers, Richard Collins,

Henry Cutter, Thomas Foreman, James Jacobs,
Charles A. Marshall, H. R. Reader, A. C. Respass,
Dudley Richardson, James Robinson, R. H. Stan
ton, William Stillwell, and W. R. Wood incorpo
rated the company.
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and Merle Travis, all harking back to WLW's stable
of stars featured on the Boone County Jamboree.
Later, other WLW country talent, such as Bonnie
Lou, Jerry Byrd, Pop Eckler, Louis Innis, Tommy
Jackson, and Zeke and Zeb Turner, recorded at

King Records. One of the last country recordings
made at King Records was “Lonesome 7-7203.”

sung by Hawkshaw Hawkins immediately before
his untimely death in the tragic 1963 plane crash
that also killed Patsy Cline and Cowboy Copas.
Covington's 50,000-watt radio station WCKY
was one of the nation's leading broadcasters of
country music recordings, featuring a disc-jockey
evening program called the WCKY Jamboree that
ran from 1946 through 1964, WCKY radio person
ality Nelson King contributed significantly to
country music's popularity during the postwar era
by playing records that preserved much of the mu
sic's down-home uniqueness while also promoting
its commercial appeal. He was named "America's
number one Hillbilly discſockey” in many national
radio listeners' polls and was elected as the first
president of the Country Music Disc Jockey Asso
ciation (forerunner of the Country Music Associa
tion), formed in 1953. Fans throughout the eastern
half of North America were listening to King. Two
other WCKY disc jockeys, Jimmie Logsdon and
Wayne Raney, were also country artists who re
corded at King Records. After WCKY dropped its
country music format, a new Covington daytime
radio station, WCLU (established in 1965), featured

modern county music and identified itself as "Big
CLU Country." WCLU played country music ex
clusively through 1981. Then, changing its call let
ters to WCVG, it featured a variety of formats, in
cluding country, for 25 years. In 2006 it switched to
Mexican Latino music, responding to a new gener
ation of migrants to Northern Kentucky.

Charles Wolfe, author of Kentucky Country,
maintains that Kentucky has contributed more
stars to country music than any other state except
Texas. Perhaps that explains why Northern Ken
tucky has such a close relationship with the legacy
of country music, ranging from WLW's Boone
County Jamboree (Midwestern Hayride) to
WCKY's nationally famous country disc jockeys of
the 1940s through the early 1960s and the innova
tive country recordings of King Records.
Hitchcock, H. Wiley, and Stanley Sadie, eds. The New
Grove Dictionary of American Music. New York:
Macmillan, 1986.

Kingsbury, Paul, ed. The Encyclopedia of Country
Music: The Ultimate Guide to the Music. New

York: Oxford Univ. Press, 1998.

Malone, Bill C. Country Music, U.S.A. Austin: Univ.
of Texas Press, 1985.

Wolfe, Charles K. Kentucky Country. Lexington:
Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1996.

COUNTRY STORES. For more than 100 years,
the country store stood in villages and hamlets of
Northern Kentucky and elsewhere as the social
center of the community. The country store was

down the Ohio River. The store at Rabbit Hash sits

where the mail was delivered and where the farm

River reaches a depth of 60 feet, the water covers
the Rabbit Hash General Store's porch. In 1884,

ers and townspeople discussed upcoming births
and weddings, planting times, the weather, village
gossip, and politics. It was in country stores
throughout Kentucky that some of the most color
ful tall tales of feuds, duels, fracases, murders, and

on a slight knoll overlooking this tiny hamlet's one
street, two houses, and feed store. People in this
section of Boone Co. know that when the Ohio

1913, and 1937, the river's floodwaters covered the
entire store (see Floods of 1884, 1913, and 1937).
How did the store survive? Iron rods driven into

the ground anchor the building. Each time a major

mayhem were told again and again along with the

flood occurred, the townspeople loaded wagons

scores earned in horseshoe and checkers tourna

with the store's goods and drove the wagons to
high ground. However, the 1937 flood did take the
back porch away and leave a 20-foot ravine where
the porch had been. Describing the significance of
the Rabbit Hash General Store, Robert Hayden
Wilson once said, “Why, on Saturdays, they'd all
gather here and talk religion, and Sundays, they'd
gather outside church and talk politics.” The store
was the centerofcommunications but also the post
office, the voting poll, and the site of continuous
checkers and horseshoe games.
Many women helped their husbands run the
country stores, but only a few women owned and
operated stores of their own. Among them were
Miss Lou Allen, who ran a combined dry-goods
store and millinery shop about 1890 at Petersburg
in Boone Co., next to the community's Christian
Church; and Mrs. K. Willey, who in 1883 had a
combined millinery and dry-goods store at Morn
ing View in southern Kenton Co. Before the Civil
War, Irene Eggleston was a storekeeper at Glencoe,
and Nancy Bryan ran a store at Fredericksburg

ments and the play-by-play of the latest Blue Grass
League baseball game.
Among the wildest tales associated with North
ern Kentucky country stores were two shootings
in Bracken Co. that ended in death: Louis Jacobs

killed his best friend Harry Jett overalong-festering
slight at the country store at Oakland, and Ronnie
Weisbrodt, on guard at his father's store in Brad
ford Landing, accidentally shot and killed a would
be robber; he was merely aiming at the robber's
lantern.

of the WLW Midwestern Hayride as well as a cast
member of the nationally syndicated television se

The country store developed from frontier
trading posts, those rough settler cabins where
backwoodsmen traded furs and pelts for butter,
flour, fresh eggs, and sugar. Many of the early
country stores in Northern Kentucky counties
were located at the junction of a buffalo trace or
along a settler route from the Ohio River. For ex
ample, such stores followed at 10- to 12-mile inter
vals along the old State Rd. from Augusta in
Bracken Co. to Cynthiana in Harrison Co.
Generally, the smaller villages of Northern Ken
tucky grew up around a country store or stores and
a gristmill, or both. Most staples came in barrels,
kegs, and half kegs, or in large wooden flour bins.
Fresh produce was sold from baskets or from the
top of the counter; cracker barrels and pickles in
glassjars or stoneware crocks came later. From the
beginning, the country store sold hats and caps
and shoes and boots, along with groceries and dry
goods. By the 1830s village stores no longer carried

ries Hee Haw.

bearskins but featured lace curtains, bolts of calico,

Price (1931–1987) a native of Boone Co. and host

was described in Reuben Gold Thwaites's famous

travelogue On the Storied Ohio, about a journey

Since 1978 Bobby Mackey's Music World in

for her 1962 sentimental ballad “The End of the

from 1883 to 1900. Riddell continued to run the
store until 1920. The Rabbit Hash General Store

John Schlipp

Wilder has been one of the longest continuously
operating county nightclubs in the tri-state region.
Much of its longevity can be credited to the popu
larity of the contemporary country culture in the
1980s, after the release of the motion picture Urban
Cowboy (1980), starring John Travolta. Mackey's
country and western bar features a mechanical
bucking bulland a stage for live performances. The
owner, Bobby Mackey, is himself a musician who
performs and records both country and bluegrass
music regionally.
Northern Kentucky's most prominent country
artists include Skeeter Davis (Mary Frances Pen
ick, 1931–2004), born in Dry Ridge, an early female
country-to-popular crossover artist known best
World". Pure Prairie League, a country-rock
band formed in the early 1970s, many of whose
group members are from Northern Kentucky;
Gerry House (born in 1948 in Covington and
raised in Independence), award-winning country
music radio personality, comedian, and country
songwriterheardon WSIX(Nashville); and Kenny

leather boots and shoes, and useful furniture, as

well as the local butter, eggs, fresh corn, and corn
whiskey. The words cassimere, queensware, and
bombazine had entered the language of even small
villages. By 1840 the local post office often was
housed in or next to the country store. The few
store ledgers that remain record the changing de
mands of farm families over time, from a bartering
system to one of cash and credit. Only a few of the
larger stores, usually only those that bought mer
chandise in Cincinnati, kept separate records of
purchases.
One famous country store in Northern Ken
tucky, the Rabbit Hash General Store in Boone Co.,
has maintained continuous operation since 1831.
Built by James A. Wilson when Rabbit Hash was
called Carlton, the store was operated by two best
friends, Benjamin Wilson and Calvin Riddell,

(now Warsaw), both in Gallatin Co. In 1883 Mrs. R.

Hopkins ran the general store at Bramlette in
Carroll Co. In 1897 Melissa Gayle sold the Piqua
country store to Lucius and Sally Robinson. Dur
ing the 20th century, Jewell and Pete Overbey re
placed Frank and Mary Curtisin the Piquastore. In
1883 Mrs. Emily I. Corley had a full-line country
store four miles southwest of Union in Boone Co.

Bracken Co. had several women storekeepers. At
Neave, Mary Cain Perkins was listed as a store
keeper, and Jewell Morehead was also listed with
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her husband Wilbur. Katherine Holleran was a

storekeeper along with her husband at Needmore
in Bracken Co. Well into the 20th century, Gussie
Tietz Murray was the last to operate her family's
store at Tietzville, also in Bracken Co.; Gussie also

kept the navigation light on the Ohio River. Just
after World War II, Ethel Moore purchased the
old country store and grocery at Prestonville in
Carroll Co. and operated it successfully until 1984.
In rural areas slaves and free people of color
purchased goods from country stores owned by
whites, and if the customers were freedmen, they
were often listed on the store ledgers only by their
first names. In Covington and Newport, where
sufficient numbers of African Americans resided

in the early 20th century, one or more local gro
cery stores were owned by local African Ameri
can families. They gradually added items to their
shelves until these stores resembled small coun

try stores. One such store, the Gene and Bess
Grocery Store at 205 E. Robbins St. in Covington,
became a regular casual gathering place for Afri
can Americans living in the community (see Gene
Lacey).
Larger towns, such as Port William (now Car
rollton),Covington,and Limestone(now Maysville),
lost their country stores soon after they were set
tled. These Ohio River towns established an open
market square where farmers and traders bartered
goods and produce. Port William's market square
began about 1810. The frontier vanished rather
quickly in Northern Kentucky, because steam
boats launched a vast mercantile trade on the Ohio

River; Kentucky's flour, hemp, lumber, tobacco,
and whiskey were traded for eastern manufactured
and crafted goods, and oysters from Louisiana
were shipped directly to the wharfs.
The port cities of Cincinnati and Louisville
quickly moved into a complex merchandising sys
tem of wholesalers, distributors, and clusters of

specialty stores. In the 1850–1870 period, bakeries,
corner grocers, hardware stores, lumber and coal
yards, and taverns displaced multipurpose stores.
Carrollton, Covington, Newport, and Maysville
were not far behind. By the time of the Civil War,
these smaller river cities had already lost their
country stores in favor of the vigorous new special
izations: bakeries, boot and shoe shops, butchers,
grocers, hardware stores, pharmacies, and, by 1900,
ice cream parlors and confectioners, often called
sweet shops. Notions became a popular concept in
the 1850s. Manufactured hardware and ready
made clothing advertised widely became available.
During the 1880s patent medicines of every con
ceivable composition were stocked on the shelves.

Along with medicines came wines and liquors for
medicinal purposes.
Unlike stores located in Southern and Eastern

Kentucky, which often depended on traveling ped
dlers to bring tinware and hardware from New En
gland, most country stores in Northern Kentucky
were close enough to the Ohio River that propri
etors could obtain their wares from the river towns.

By the 1840s most major river towns had a wharf
boat with an entrepreneur engaged in wholesale
and merchant warehouse operations. Local coun

try store proprietors picked up the products
handled through these river towns usually by
horse-drawn wagon. In this manner, tiny hamlets
such as Needmore in Bracken Co. and Helena and

Fern Leaf in Mason Co. could boast queensware,
china, ready-made clothing, patent medicines, and
notions of all kinds. If a railroad passed through
town, the storeowner picked up larger items such
as plows, harrows, and milk cans at the local depot.
In the late 1880s, several stores in railroad towns
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ing, and farm implements were sold from a shed
built at the rear.

Huckstering was always a sideline competitor
to the country store business. As soon as roads
were constructed in the early settlement period,
New England peddlers supplied tinware, copper
pots, tools, and notions from their horse-drawn
wagons as they meandered on annual circuits of
ten hundreds of miles long. Clarence Austin began
his regular huckster route in Kentucky through

began to offer farm implements in lean-tosorsheds

Bracken, Pendleton and Robertson counties in 1910;

attached to the main store.

he stopped the runs in 1962. By 1930 Ford or Chevy
trucks, outfitted with an aisle, had replaced huck

The larger country stores, such as the ones in
Mason Co. at Sardis, bought directly from Cincin
nati wholesalers and specialty stores. Joe Mendoza
operated a large store at Williamstown in Grant
Co. His partner had a sizable dry-goods store in
downtown Cincinnati that supplied the Kentucky
operation. In 1891 the Mendoza store was earning
$40,000 in revenue a year and had hired a full-time
head clerk and a junior clerk.
As immigrants moved into Northern Ken
tucky counties just before and after the Civil War,
competing Bracken Co. stores opened in German
town, Milford, Lenoxville, and Neave. With com

petition, some country stores added blacksmith
shops, some sold grain and agricultural imple
ments, and others started sideline lumbering or
tobacco operations that eventually, for many of
them, became their main business. Still others
added harnesses, saddles and bridles. The S. C.
Pinkard store at Germantown offered coffins for

prices from $1.50 to $8.00.
By the 1870s villages in Northern Kentucky
hosted more than 200 country stores. Most of these
enterprises were small family-owned operations
that carried small quantities of a great many items.
A few stores were operated by widows or by sons of
the original merchant. Printed advertisements in
the 1870s clarified which stores had cash-only poli
cies and which ones continued the old barter sys
tem of fresh produce for store-bought items. The
first cigar advertisements also made their appear
ances about this time. With the emergence of pub
lic school systems in the 1880s, the country store
stocked writing slates, McGuffey's Readers, and
pencils needed by pupils and teachers. A southern
Kenton Co. merchant, C. E. Fisk at Fiskburg, and
stationery store specialists J. T. Strode and James
Smith at Maysville were among the first storekeep
ers to promote the merchandising of schoolbooks
and family Bibles.
In 1884 the Conway brothers, John and Har
vey, owned the Locust Store in Carroll Co., which
received most of its wares from Cincinnati. The

sters' horses and side counters and even external

kerosene tanks. A small piece of lath attached to
the edges of shelves kept the goods from falling
off the side of the truck. Herbert Sandifer drove

routes in six Kentucky counties, showing up at set
places, often at county schools, about once a week.
W. A. Sparks told of selling eggs to the hucksters
and also selling culled-out laying hens. Hucksters
operating in Robertson Co. fastened chicken coops
on the sides of their trucks and collected fresh

chickens as barter during their weekly routes. Oc
casionally, they would accept country hams in
payment.

During World War II, gasoline was in such short
supply that huckster wagons drawn by mules or
horses reemerged as "the Country Store on Wheels."
By the 1950s and 1960s, many farm families pur
chased automobiles and trucks and began shopping
at the department stores, supermarkets, and malls
in larger towns and cities. The rural country store
became a grocery, a local restaurant, or a gas station.
For example, Pete and Jewell Overbey offered home
cooking to about 25 customers each day at Piqua,
their barbershop and creamery. Ralph and Jane
Sims installed a gas pump in front of their Burika
store in remote southeastern Robertson Co. Until

the 1950s, the Yocums at Locust did a goodbusiness
in ice cream cones, stick candy, and Nehisoftdrinks
as the schoolchildren rushed out of class at the end

of each day, but then the small schools closed in the
sweep of consolidation, and the store eked out an
existence as a grocery until it finally closed.
Today most country stores have fallen into dis
repair, have been abandoned, or have changed be
yond recognition. Some of them still offer sand
wiches and pickles, but because of modernization,
they often seem more like gasoline convenience
stores. One of the few to retain its original style, the
Mitchell's Store at Piqua is open in the summer
and by appointment; with its 1925 cash register,
ceiling-mounted twine ball, narrow shelves, and
1930s cooler, the Piqua Store maintains tradition

store was 32 feet wide by 20 feet deep with a half
story above. The Locust Store's post office had an

and has added local crafts as well.

area inside the store and an outside window.

Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,

Upon entering, a clerkorone of the owners greeted

2003.

the customer. Fourglass showcases that displayed
notions, dry goods, groceries, and millinery
goods, including the latest city bonnets, filled the
rest of the first floor. Upstairs were boots and
shoes, hats and caps, and clothing. The produce
section was large; the store sold 350 dozen eggs
per month. A creamery was added in a side build

Boone Co. Historic Preservation Review Board. His

toric Structures of Boone County, Kentucky Bur
lington, Ky: Boone Co. Historic Preservation Re
view Board, 2002.

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County. Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky.,
2002.
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Clark, Thomas D. Pills, Petticoats, and Plows: The

Wintersheimer from Covington has served on
the Kentucky Supreme Court through several

Southern Country Store. Norman: Univ. of Okla

terms. From 1969 until his death in 1981, Robert

homa Press, 1964.

Lukowsky, also from Covington, served on the
Court of Appeals before and after its transition to
the Kentucky Supreme Court. A new lower court
of appeals was created when the old Court of Ap
peals was renamed the Kentucky Supreme Court.
Before the early 1980s, each city in Kentucky
had its own jail, and untrained judges held what
critics derisively termed "kangaroo courts." In
some cities these were called mayor's courts, and
the speeding tickets dealt with in them were fre
quently sources of substantial revenues. Starting in
the early 1980s, each county has consolidated its
courts into a district court (handling misdemean
ors) and a circuit court (handling felonies and di
vorce matters). At the same time, county govern
ment took responsibility for the jails, thereby
bringing prisoners into one setting. Where in the
county to locate the jail remains a burning issue in
several Northern Kentucky counties today.
Circuit courts in Kentucky do not have to be
contained within one county. For example, in the
1940s, Northern Kentuckian Ward Yager was the
circuit court judge for a territory consisting of

Carrollton Democrat, May 8, 1884.

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1. Cov

ington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County.
Madison, Ind: Coleman, 1984.

Jackson, Eric R. Northern Kentucky. Charleston,
S.C.: Arcadia, 2005.
Robertson Review, centennial ed., 1971.
Thwaites, Reuben Gold. On the Storied Ohio. Chi

cago: A. C. McClurg, 1903.
Thwaites, Reuben Gold, Robert L. Reid, and Dan Hughes

Fuller. Pilgrimson the Ohio. The River Journey and
Photographs of Reuben Gold Thwaites. Blooming
ton: Indiana Univ. Press, 1997.

Williamstown Courier, souvenired, May 30, 1901.

Willigen, John Van. “Rolling Huckster Trucks,” Rob
ertson County Historical Society Newsletter,
October 2002.
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COURT SYSTEMS. Like the rest of the nation,

Northern Kentucky has multiple levels of law and
court systems. To the U.S. Supreme Court this area
has contributed both justices and a few notewor
thy cases for decision. Horace Lurton, born in
Newport in 1844, was appointed to the Supreme
Court by President William Howard Taft (1909–
1913) in 1910; he served four years before his death
in 1914. The other U.S. Supreme Court Justice from
Northern Kentucky was Maysville's Stanley
Reed, who was appointed in 1938 by President

Boone, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, and Owen coun

ties. It was within the Campbell Co. Circuit Court
that the 1896 Pearl Bryan murder trial took place
under Judge Charles John Helm Jr. In that same
courtroom, in 1961, Tito Carinci and codefen

ing the property to the Baptists. The Baptists held
services in this original building until a new house
of worship was built in 1951.
Levi Chilton preached the first sermon for the
Cove Hill Baptist Church in November 1873. At the
time, the church met once a month, conducting
worship services on Saturday and Sunday and hold

ing business meetings on Saturday after worship.
Pastors were selected "in proportion to the number
of male members of the church,” because women

were not allowed to speak in the meetings. In the
early years, the church had the custom of calling a
pastor for one year only; each year there was a vote
to decide whether to renew the pastor for another
year. This practice continued into the 1960s.
In 1874 the Cove Hill Baptist Church was ac
cepted into the Sulphur Fork Baptist Association.
J. V. Riley, pastor in 1975, led a 10-day revival meet
ing, in which five new members joined the church.
The White's Run Baptist Association was formed
in October 1900, with Cove Hill as a charter mem

ber. J. F. Jones, the pastor in 1901, was listed also as
the pastor ofthe Locust and Union Grove churches,
as well as a church clerk of the Carrollton First

Baptist Church.
The Cove Hill Baptist Church's first musical
instrument was an organ obtained in 1904. In
1909 it was replaced with a new organ that cost
$70. In 1911 the church began to meet twice a
month but later returned to one service a month.

Franklin Roosevelt (1933–1945) and served until

man and have him arrested. Those were two of

Not until 1944 did they begin having services
every Sunday. A new building was erected in 1951
to replace the old log one, and an aggressive bus
ministry was begun. In 1956 the Sunday School

1957. One local court case that reached the U.S.

Northern Kentucky's most famous trials.

enrollment was 128. In 1972 restrooms were in

Supreme Court involved the rates and tariff struc
ture of the Green Line bus company, which oper
ated in two states. In the early 1950s, Perlman v.
Feldman concerned the valuation of stock prices
at the Newport Steel Corporation just before a
large stock sale and the distribution of money to
minority stockholders. In recent years, a Boone
Co. attorney brought before the Court a case re
lated to the issue of search and seizure.

Since the early days of Kentucky statehood,
Covington has been an important area for the fed
eral court system. Judge William W. Trimble sat
on the federal bench in Covington, as have his suc
cessors Mac Swinford, Eugene Seiler, David Bun
ning, and William Bertelsman. The federal court
room in Pike Co. operates one week of each month
as a branch of the Covington-based U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of Kentucky. Like U.S.
Supreme Court justices, the federal judges are ap
pointed for life by the federal executive branch.
For many years, the top court within the Ken
tucky state court system was the Court of Appeals.
In November 1975, as a result of the Judicial Arti

cle, a Kentucky constitutional amendment, the
high court changed its name to the Kentucky Su
preme Court. It is made up of seven judges, who
serve eight-year elected terms. Judge James Mil
liken, who grew up in Bellevue, was a member of
the Court of Appeals from 1951 until 1975 and
was the chief justice of that body three times dur
ing that period. In recent years Judge Donald

dant exotic dancer April Flowers were tried and
convicted for plotting to drug George W. Ratter

A trend in court structure at the local level in

cludes the formation of specialized courts. In
Campbell Co. today, Judge D. Michael "Mickey”
Foeliger heads up the county's new family court,
dealing with juvenile justice. In the 1920s, during
Prohibition, Covington was home to a special
federal court dealing with the offenders of the 18th
Amendment; federal commissioner Oscar H. Roet

stalled in the building, replacing the old out
houses. Cove Hill Baptist Church celebrated its
100th anniversary on Sunday August 19, 1973. In
1993 a woman preached at a revival service at the
church for the first time.

Fundraising began in 1996 for a new church
building, to be built on adjacent land at the corner
of Ky. Rt. 55 and Mound Hill Rd. (Ky. Rt. 549). Pas
tor Larry Smith pledged to shave his handsome

kin meted out the punishment for such violators.
Perhaps the most famous judge to come from
Northern Kentucky was Judge Roy Bean, who
was born in Mason Co., but earned his reputation

head if they raised $10,000. The congregation re
sponded by raising a total of $15,000, and Smith

in Texas.

submitted to the scissors and the razor. On Decem

Bridges, G. Wayne. "A Recent History of Kentucky's

beard if the church raised $5,000 and to shave his

ber 2, 2000, the new church building was dedicated.
In 2003 the church elected two women as deacons.

Courts and Judges,” KP, October 21, 1998,4K.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.

Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County.
Madison, Ind: Coleman, 1984.

Wright, Bryant."History of Cove Hill Baptist Church."
1978, Cove Hill Baptist Church, Carroll Co., Ky.
COVE HILL BAPTIST CHURCH. Cove Hill

Baptist Church, located at the junction of Ky. Rts, 55
and 549 in Carroll Co., dates its origin to a revival in
summer 1873 that was held in a log schoolhouse
near the present church lot. In the early part of the
1870s, three Christian groups in the Cove and
Mound Hill neighborhoods, Methodists, Baptists,
and Disciples of Christ, united and built a building
known as the Union Church at Cove Hill. Before

long, the Disciples of Christ group erected their own
separate church down the road on Mound Hill, and
the Methodists built a church across Ky. Rt. 55, leav

Ken Massey

COVERED BRIDGES, MASON CO. Only
two covered bridges remain in Mason Co., one at
Dover and one, privately owned, on Valley Pk.
Once a common sight, coveredbridges were erected
from the early 1800s up through the Civil War to
replace earlier structures. Covering the bridges
protected both the wooden floors and the truss sys
tems that gave these bridges their strength. It was
the trusses, more than the abutments or the floor

COVINGTON
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found only 76 people living in the 30 square miles
centered on the mouth of the Licking.
Thomas Kennedy, a justice of the Campbell
Co. Court, purchased 200 acres of land at the
mouth of the Licking and established a ferry and a
tavern (see Ferries). His ferry drew much of its
business from the old road to Lexington, which ran
down the dry ridge to Walton. In 1789 seed cornfor
the settlers at Cincinnati was so scarce that it was

obtained from Lexington and Georgetown, via the
Licking River and the buffalo trace. This unim
proved road was used by pack trains of horses and
mules. By 1789 the new soldiers and settlers around
Fort Washington in Ohio, located directly across
the Ohio River from the mouth of the Licking, had
interrupted the flow ofbuffalo. The army was forced
to send out hunting parties to bring back meat to
feed the soldiers from more distant localities. A de

fensive station had been set up with a small number
of soldiers to protect the pack trains bringing food
up the dry ridge to Fort Washington.
In 1814 Kennedy sold 150 acres of his farm to
the Covington Company, which was made up of
Thomas D. Carneal, Gen. John Stites Gano, and

crosses the Frasure Branch of Lees Creek in north

Richard M. Gano, for $50,000. On August 31, 1815,
the Kentucky legislature recorded the plat of the
town of Covington, named after Gen. Leonard
Wales Covington of Maryland, who died in No.
vember 1813 at the Battle of Chrysler's Field. This
battle was fought in western New York, just east of
the Niagara River. The American defeat was so pro

western Mason Co. on Valley Pk off Ky. Rt. 435.

found that the bodies of the losers remained on the

Dover Covered Bridge.

beams, that carried the loads of the bridges. Mason
Co.'s remaining bridges trusses represent the two
most common types: the Dover Covered Bridge
features a queenpost truss system, and the Valley
Pike Bridge has a kingpost construction.
After the Civil War, iron and later steel bridges
were built to replace the covered bridges. Many of
the covered bridges succumbed to fire, neglect, or
other forms of destruction, making way for bigger,
widerbridges. Some ended more spectacularly: the
covered bridge over the North Fork of the Licking
River on the Lexington Turnpike was destroyed
by Gen. John Hunt Morgan's Confederate cavalry
during a raid on June 8, 1864. The covered bridges
that remained were on the less-traveled roads and

thus lasted long enough to become the subject of
preservation.

The Dover bridge, in the northwestern part of
the county, is one of the oldest in Kentucky; the
date of construction is given as 1835. However,
since the streams they spanned were prone to
flooding, covered bridges commonly had to be re
built several times. Stockton Bower, a third

generation craftsman of covered-bridge repair, re
membered that the Bower BridgeCompany repaired
the covered bridge at Dover during the 1920s. He
also supervised repairs done on it in 1966. Later
the Kentucky Transportation Department placed
steel beams under the bridge, and these now carry
the weight of the loads. The bridge crosses Lees
Creek on Tuckahoe Rd. near Dover, a short dis

tance off Ky. Rt. 8, the Mary Ingles Highway. A
new concrete bridge was constructed nearby in
2004, but the Dover Covered Bridge is still open to
lower-load traffic.

The Valley Pike Bridge is the only privately
owned original coveredbridge in Kentucky. Bower
also worked on this bridge, in 1972, and he calcu

lates that it was built in 1864. The bridge is only 23
feet long but is 14 feet tall and 15 feet wide. It

Brandenburg, Phyllis, and David Brandenburg. Ken
tucky's Covered Bridges. Cincinnati: Harvest Press,
1968.

Powell,Robert A. Kentucky's Covered Wooden Bridges.
Lexington: Kentucky Images, 1984.
White, Vernon. Focus on Kentucky: Covered Bridges.
Berea, Ky: Berealmprints, 1985.
John Klee

COVINGTON. Covington is located on the west
bank of the Licking River at its mouth opposite
Cincinnati, along the Ohio River. The "Mouth of
Licking" described where it was, for people travel
ing north to the Ohio River. From the river itself,
the same place was known as the Point. The Point
was much higher than the opposite bank and stood
out, from the perspective of someone in a flatboat
or canoe. The buffalo road that led away from the
Point was one of the entry points to the Great Buf.
falo Rd, leading to the salt licks and pastures that
surrounded the central Bluegrass region. Because
the Ohio River was very shallowatthe mouth of the
Licking, it provided a convenient crossing for both
buffalo and humans (see Buffalo Traces). In late

winter, the buffalo gathered into herds on the prai
ries of central Ohio and traveled south along the
Miami River to a river crossing. The Indians would
follow the buffalo and the Licking River trails that
were popular with the hunters. The Kentucky land
north of Falmouth and west of Maysville was
largely unsettled before 1790, because Indian pre
dation continued until after the turn of the century.
A census carried out in the winter of 1804–1805 in

conjunction with a widespread smallpox epidemic

field for months. The battlefield is now flooded by
the Intercoastal Waterway. Onerias Powell surveyed
the plat of Covington. The western boundary of the
plat was the east line of Washington St., and the
southern boundary was the north line of Sixth St.
The plat included a 20-acre apple orchard, in which
some of the trees were still alive 30years later.
The first industry in Covington was developed
with money from Cincinnati and Philadelphia. In
vestors built the Covington Cotton Factory (see
Cotton Mills) in 1828 on the east halfoſthesquare,
bounded by Front, Scott, Second, and Greenup Sts.
The factory was run very successfully by a Mr.
Whitehead and, after his tragic death, by his son-in
law John T. Levis. In 1831 the next block west was

covered by the McNickle Rolling Milland a pottery
factory. A tobacco-grading warehouse was opened
during the 1830s, and a home-based industry in
tobacco products thrived during the 19th century.
The 1832 cholera epidemic put a damper on
Covington's semicentennial celebration of the larg
est pioneer raid into Ohio. It was a raid to punish
the Shawnee Indians for their part in the Battle of
Blue Licks. Gen. George Rogers Clark, who
commanded the raid, had called the Kentucky mi
litia to meet at the "Mouth of Licking" to attack the
Indian town of Piqua on the Little Miami River.
Simon Kenton was the pathfinder for the group,
which was said to have included every able-bodied
pioneer available. In the successful attack, the In
dian town and crops were destroyed. As the troops
were returning to Cincinnati, Capt. V. McCracken,
who had fought at Kenton's side and lay dying, sug
gested that survivors of the battle meet 50 years
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later to discuss the affairs of the campaign and
the hardships and dangers of the past. Col John
Floyd of Louisville brought forth a resolution in
support of the idea, it passed, and it was agreed that
a reunion meeting would be held 50 years hence.
McCracken's body was carried to the Kentucky

both before and after the unsuccessful Confederate

Covington's population. The development of the
streetcar line to Fort Mitchell reinforced the same

shore and buried near the blockhouse on the Point.

invasion of Northern Kentucky in September 1862.
On that occasion, thousands of regular troops and
militia personnel gathered in Covington to man the
14-mile ring of rifle pits and forts set up to defend
against invasion. After a two-week standoff, Con
federate general Henry Heth decided that these de

As the 50th anniversary approached, Simon Ken

fenses were too formidable for his force of 8,000

ton was chosen to remind the survivors of the

troops, so he retreated down the turnpike toward
Lexington.
Between 1840 and 1860, the population of
Covington increased dramatically, rising from
2,026 to 16,471. Irish and German immigrants
made up a large proportion of the increase. By 1850
Covington was the second-largest city in the state.
The increase in population was directly related to
its prosperity and the number of jobs available. The
city annexed largely unoccupied land to the south
in 1840 and again in 1850. The Western Baptist
Theological Institute voluntarily included its
land within the city limits. In a census publication
on the nation's 100 largest cities, published in 1880,
Covington was described as the most densely pop
ulated city in the country.
Covington's influence in the eastern half of the
state increased with the expansion of the federal
courts into Covington and the creation of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington in 1853.
Covington banks also did an increasing business in
Eastern Kentucky. The Chesapeake and Ohio
Railroad (C&O) was designed to cover the same
ground as the much earlier Cincinnatiand Charles
ton Railroad. The C&O began in Norfolk, Va., and
entered Kentucky at Ashland. It followed the Ohio
River to Maysville, where the C&O leased the Ken
tucky Central Railroad via Paris, Ky., and used
the track to Covington while the riverside track
from Maysville to Covington was laid down. The
C&O bridge at the end of Main St. in Covington
was built in 1888 to carry the C&O railtrafficacross

meeting. Addressing his reminder to the “Citizens
to the Western Country," Kenton said, “I wish to see
once more before I die my few surviving friends.
May heaven grant us a clear sky, fair and pleasant
weather—a fair journey and a happy meeting.” The
reunion date fell on November 4, 1832, a Sunday.
The pioneers were asked to meet at the Point in
Covington in November to make their finaladieus.
The event drew only a few of the survivingpioneers.
Simon Kenton fellillat the houseofa Mr. Doniphan
in Ohio and was prevented from attending.
The city charter of Covington was granted on
February 24, 1834. In an April 1834 election, Mor
timer M. Benton, a native of New York, was cho

sen as the town's first mayor. On February 22, 1834,
a company was incorporated to construct a turn
pike road from Covington through Williamstown
and Georgetown to Lexington. In 1835the Cincin
nati and Charleston Railroad was proposed,
and the proposal prompted much discussion, both
positive and negative. The citizens of Louisville and
Maysville, as could be expected, were opposed. The
residents of Lexington, however, were largely posi
tive. Over the next 30 years, the turnpike was slowly
finished. The Covington and Lexington Rail
road (C&L) was chartered in February 1849 and
served to make up for the lost Cincinnati and
Charleston Railroad.Support for the C&L was high
in Falmouth and in Cynthiana. The railroad fol
lowed the Licking River to Paris. In 1854 connec
tion was made with the Maysville and Lexington
Railroad at Paris and an arrangement was made
to lease the Paris-to-Lexington section to complete
the C&L. The C&L was quite successful: in 1855
alone, it transported 256,000 bushels of wheat to
Covington. Many of the products delivered to Cov
ington were soon transferred to Cincinnati. In
creases in the quantity of livestock carried on the
C&L led to significant growth of the meatpacking
industry in Covington and increases in the number
of pigs taken through the streets of Covington to
the ferries to Cincinnati. After New Year's Day 1867,
the newly opened John A. Roebling Bridge was
used to move many of the animals to Cincinnati.
The Licking River Suspension Bridge served to
transfer a regular amount of livestock to the butch
ers in Campbell Co., who made regular pleas for the
toll charges to be reduced.
The Civil War increased the military use of the
railroad by the Union Army, which used it to main
tain control of the eastern half of Kentucky, includ
ing Lexington. Confederate general John Hunt
Morgan and local irregulars made regular attacks
on the bridges and the rights-of-way along the Ken
tucky Central Railroad, as the C&L was known
after its emergence from bankruptcy in 1858. Cov
ington was heavily used as a Union training center

to a connection with the Big Four Railroad in Cin

cinnati. When the C&O mainline reached Coving
ton across the Licking River bridge at 15th St., it
connected to the Kentucky Central Railroad at 17th
St. and Madison Ave. For many years this section of
track, known as KCJunction, was the busiest in the

country. The bridge at Main St. in Covington was
the heaviest and the longest truss bridge in the na
tion at the time. An even heavier bridge replaced
the C&O bridge in 1928, the old railroad bridge
was converted into a toll-free automobile bridge,
and the track was elevated through Covington.
Covington increased its size further by annex
ing the bordering communities of Central Coving
ton (1906), Latonia (1909), and West Covington
(1909). By 1910 the city's population had risen to
53,000. The Roman Catholic Church finished a
Gothic cathedral in midtown in 1910 as the Dioce

san church (see Cathedral Basilica of the As

sumption). At about the same time, the new church
affiliated St. Elizabeth Hospital (see St. Elizabeth
Medical Center) was built in the Austinburg sec
tion of town. In 1930 the population reached its all
time high of 65,252. The new concrete Dixie High
way (U.S. 25) spurred suburban growth to the
southwest, which eventually caused a reduction in

suburban growth. The completion in 1963 of the
Brent Spence Bridgeon I-75 provided high-speed
access to suburban subdivisions and shopping.
Covington's downtown reached its zenith in the
1960s (see Covington, Downtown), before the
opening of the Florence Mall in 1976. An urban
renaissance, featuring restorations of historic prop
erties (see Main Strasse; Licking-Riverside and
Ohio Riverside National Historic Districts)

and the construction of new skyscrapers and the
Northern Kentucky Convention Center, has
helped to revive the city. Today, Covington is home
to some of the largest employers in Northern Ken
tucky, including Fidelity Investments, the Inter
nal Revenue Service Center, and Fortune 500

companies like Omnicare Inc. and Ashland Inc.
Covington's population was 52,535 in 1970,49,585
in 1980,43,264 in 1990, and 43,370 in 2000.

Burns, John. A History of Covington, Kentucky,
1861–1990. Covington, Ky: John Burns, 1990.
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COVINGTON, DOWNTOWN. The largest
shopping and business district in Northern Ken
tucky from the mid-19th century until the 1970s,
downtown Covington featured department
stores, five-and-dime stores, and specialty shops
selling men's, women's, and children's wear, appli
ances; bicycles; candy and ice cream; draperies;
drugs (see Pharmacy); fabrics; flowers; furniture;
gifts; greeting cards; groceries, hardware; hats; jew
elry; music; seed and feed; paint; plumbing supplies;
toys; school and office supplies; shoes; and sporting
goods. Movie theaters, cafeterias (see Lang's Caf
eteria), and doctor's offices also abounded. Most

major businesses stretched along Madison Ave.
from Fourth to Ninth Sts. and along Pike St. be
tween Madison Ave, and Russell St. Before the late

1980s, the area north of Fourth St. stretching to the
Ohio River was largely composed of factories and
warehouses. Since 1990, however, this industrial

and warehousing district has been replaced by new
office, commercial, and residential developments,
anchored by RiverCenter. Accordingly, the focus of
downtown has shifted from south to north of Fourth

St., a reality recognized in the 2007 preliminary
draft of a collaborative plan entitled “Building Cov
ington's Future,” which defines downtown's north
ern boundary as the Ohio River.

COVINGTON, DOWNTOWN
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a basement, a balcony, and three floors of the seven
story Coppin Building on the northeast corner of
Madison Ave. and E. Seventh St. (now the Coving.
ton City Hall). Montgomery Ward, a major national
retailer at 727–741 Madison Ave., opened its Cov
ington store, comprising a basement, a balcony, and
two floors, in 1929; it closed the retail store in about

1961–1962 but continued to operate a catalogoutlet
until the mid-1960s. Sears and Roebuck opened its
Covington store in a new, leased building at 13 W.
Seventh St. in February 1935. Despite the Great
Depression, Sears and Roebuck's Covington loca
tion performed so well that the company expanded
its square footage the following year with the con
struction of a second floor, thus occupying a base
ment, a balcony, and two floors. Searsclosed in 1976
when it opened its new store in the Florence Mall.
In 1941 ICPenney opened in the Dan Cohen build
ing at 18–22 W. Pike St. (see Cohen Shoe Stores),
eventually occupying a basement, a balcony, and
two floors; it closed in early 1984.
Major apparel stores, now closed, included
Eilerman & Sons, Men's Clothiers, whose

1896 four-story building still stands on the north
east corner of Pike and Madison Ave. (closed in
Downtown Covington, Pike and Madison Sts., World War II era.

1973); the Parisian of Covington, at 40 W. Pike St.
(opened in 1913 and closed in 1996); Dalton's
Women's Wear, at 620 Madison Ave. (opened in
1936); and Goldsmith's Ladies and Children's
Wear, at 630–636 Madison Ave. (closed 1966).

Following the opening of suburban retailstores
in the 1950s and 1960s, and of the Florence Mall

in 1976, downtown Covington began a slow busi

ness decline. Since the 1990s, however, it has expe
rienced a steady renaissance, with the opening of
art galleries, wedding shops, loſt apartments, and
offices. Today, the area contains the Northern
Kentucky Convention Centerand many offices,
restaurants, churches, and small shops, such as his
toric Motch Jewelers, which was founded in 1857

and has been at its present location, 613 Madison
Ave., since the 1870s. Downtown is home to two

Fortune 500 companies, Ashland Inc. and Om
nicare. In addition, the federal government's In
ternal Revenue Service (IRS) employs thousands
at its downtown Covington service center, which
opened in 1967. The federal and county court
houses are also major employers.
In 1965 downtown Covington was a flourish
ing central business district, encompassing a vari
ety of stores and services. In October of that year, a
research firm conducted a random survey of 914
pedestrians. Of those interviewed, 38.4% indicated
that their main reason for coming downtown was
to shop. Other main reasons were work (26.3%),
business, financial, or legal matters (11.5%); recre
ation, amusement or eating (9.3%); education or
culture (6.2%); medical or dental visits (5.8%); and

meeting friends or business associates (2.5%). The
pedestrianswere also asked their place of residence,
and it was found that 47.3% were from Covington,
21% from Kenton and Boone Co. suburbs, 4.8%

from Newport and Fort Thomas, and 4.3% from
Cincinnati. Even more important, 85% of those in
terviewed said they visited downtown Covington
once or more per week. The vitality of downtown

Covington in 1965 was still due largely to forms of
transportation other than the private automobile.
In fact, nearly54.5% of the respondents had arrived
downtown viabusor taxi orby walking.
Throughout the 1950s and 1960s, the Coving
ton Retail Merchants' Association and the City of
Covington studied proposals suggesting ways to
compete with the growing number of suburban
shopping alternatives. Additional parking lots were
built, improved street lighting was installed, and
special sales days were held. Proposals for a new
five-story multiuse facility, to include stores, of
fices, a hotel, convention space, and parking for
1,223 automobiles, failed to materialize, as did a

proposed Twin Fair discount store and later a
Kmart. Old Town Plaza, a pedestrian mall closed
to vehicular traffic, was opened on W. Pike St. be
tween Madison Ave. and Washington St. in July
1977. Merchants in Old Town agreed to restore
their buildings to reflect a 1890s-era theme, in a
setting enhanced by trees, shrubs, and a fountain.
Like many pedestrian malls in downtowns across
the United States, however, Old Town Plaza was

not successful, and in 1993 it was reopened to ve
hicular traffic and on-street parking. Covington's
downtown was listed on the National Register of

Among the furniture stores were Modern Furni
ture, at 513 Madison Ave. (closed 1987), and Louis

Marx and Brothers Furniture, which opened its
Covington store in the mid-1890s, eventually mov.
ing to 520 Madison. A. J. Ostrow opened a radio
store at 711 Madison Ave. in 1926, later expanded
into furniture and otherappliancelines, and moved
to 717–719 Madison Ave. in 1940. Edward P. Coo

per's furniture and appliance store began in West
Covington in 1913, selling RCA Victor victrolas
and records. Later, it expanded its line to include
some of the first crystal radios, as well as some of
the first television sets, in Northern Kentucky; it
long occupied the southwest corner of Fifth St. and
Madison Ave. William J. Tillman began selling ra.
dios and appliances in the 1920s and expanded into
furniture in 1939, with a store on the northeast cor

ner of Eighth St. and Madison Ave.
Major Developments in Downtown
Covington since 1990

The first phase of RiverCenteron Rivercenter Blvd.,
consisting of the 19-story office tower RiverCen
terl, a companion parking garage accommodat
ing 1,000 cars, and a 7-story Embassy Suites Ho
tel (1990)

Historic Places in 1983.

The 10-story office tower Gateway Center on Scott
The principal department stores of the down
town area were the Coppin Department Store,
Sears and Roebuck, JCPenney, and Montgomery
Ward, while the five-and-dime stores included
F. W. Woolworth on the southeast corner of Madi

son Ave.and E. Seventh St. (closed in 1990) and S.S.

Kresge at 624 Madison Ave. (closed in 1966). Cop
pins, founded in 1873 and closed in 1977, was the
largest department store in Covington, occupying

St., home of the IRS, with a 500-car parkingga
rage (1993)
The 11-story Gateway Center West (2001)
The 4-level City Center Parking Garage on E. Sev
enth St. (1993)

The $30.5 million Northern Kentucky Convention
Center on Rivercenter Blvd. (1998)

The 16-story office tower RiverCenter II (1997–1998)
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The 8-story Kenton Co. Justice Center on the north
east corner of E. Third St. and Madison Ave.,

with the accompanying Transit Authority of
Northern Kentucky Riverfront Transit Center
and Parking Garage (1999)
The 5-story Federal Courthouse on W. Fifth St.
(1999)

The 14-story Marriott Hotel on Rivercenter Blvd.
(1999)

“Men's Store Ends Family Tradition," KE, April 10,
1996, B1.

"Montgomery Ward Is 83 Years of Age," KP Septem
ber 14, 1935, 5.

“Music and Speeches Mark Opening of Plaza," KP
July 15, 1977, 1.
“New Dalton Store Will Be Opened in CovingtonSat
urday," KP October 1, 1936, 1.
"New Tillman Store Is Opened in Covington," KP
September 29, 1939.4.
“Old Town Plaza Dismantled," CP March 30, 1993,6D.

Madison Place on Rivercenter Blvd., a 15-story of
fice and condominium project with a parking
garage (garage, 1995; other structures, 2000–
2001)

The 6-level, 364-space Mid-Town parking garage on
the southwest corner of Fifth and Scott Sts. (2002)
The restoration of the old F. W. Woolworth build

ing into The Madison, a banquet hall (1990–
1991), and its companion, the Madison South, in

“Penney's to Close Covington Store,” KP December
28, 1983, 5K.

“Property Leased in Covington for New Store of J. C.
Penney Company,” CE (Ky. ed.), January 23, 1941, 1.
Real Estate Research Corporation, “Economic Feasibil
ity and Strategy Study, Downtown Covington, Ken
tucky," prepared for the City of Covington, Ky., May
1966, Kenton Co. Public Library, Covington, Ky.
“River Center. We Have Ignition," KP, February 25,
1988, 1K.

the old Tillman Furniture Store (2002)
The restoration of the historic Northern Bank of

Kentucky building on Scott St., into offices and
the Bank of Kentucky (1999)
The Northern Kentucky E-Zone, a nonprofit incuba
torto promote high-technology businesses (2001)
A $3 million renovation of the historic Madison

“Sears Store in Covington to Open Doors on Thurs
day.” KP February 13, 1935, 1.
"29th Anniversary for Ostrow Store," KP September
29, 1955, 16.

“Wide Line of Goods to Be Sold by Ward Store,” KP.
August 15, 1929, 5.

“Will RemodelSears Store." KP September 25, 1936,4,

Theater (2001)

Odd Fellows Hall, Covington's first example of sav
inga historic facade and rebuilding a new 5-story

Paul A. Tenkotte

COVINGTON,

FLEMINGSBURG,

AND

commercial and office structure inside (built,

POUND GAP RAILROAD. A Northern Ken

1856; damaged by fire, 2002, rebuilt, 2005)

tucky example of the popularity of narrow-gauge
railroads in the late 19th century, the Covington,
Flemingsburg, and Pound Gap Railroad suffered
financial difficulties during the course of its op
eration. During the 1870s and 1880s, a backlash
against what was perceived as over-charging by the
railroads led to the concept of building “People's
Railroads," or narrow-gauge railroads. The idea
gained political and economic support, and money
was raised to start such lines. The People's Rail
roads were built with the rails only 3 feet apart; the
rails of standard-gauge railroads, in contrast, were
4 feet 8.5 inches apart. The theory was that the con
struction and operation costs for narrow-gauge
roads would be less and that the savings could be
passed on to shippers in the form of lower rates.
The following three arguments were made by the
promoters of the narrow gauge: less money would
have to be spent acquiring right-of-ways, since
each right-of-way would be narrower; the engines,
rolling stock, and equipment would be smaller,
and thus less expensive to build and operate; and
since the equipment would be smaller, the rails
could be lighter, and thus less expensive. Promot
ers claimed that narrow-gauge railroads could be
built at half the cost of standard-gauge railroads
and that their operating costs would be signifi
cantly lower. Narrow-gauge railroads would run at
moderate speed, moving items to market with rea

The reconstruction of the old Goldsmith's store

into the Wedding Mall (2006)
Pulse, a 64-unit condominium development in the
block bounded by Banklick, Russell, Eighth, and
Ninth Sts. (2007)

The 22-story condominium development Ascent
at Roebling's Bridge at the corner of Rivercenter
Blvd. and Scott St., designed by internationally
renowned architect Daniel Libeskind, master

planner of the new World Trade Center in New
York City (2007)
City of Covington, Ky., et al. “Building Covington's
Future: A Community Visioning and Strategic
Planning Process,” preliminary draft, 2007 www
..covingtonky.com/documents/Strategic Plan
FINAL_FINAL VERSION-5-22-07.pdf.
Collins, Michael. "Ashland Picks Covington," KP.
July 20, 1998, IK.

“Covington Becoming Wedding Central," CP Febru
ary 3, 2006, 1B,

"Covington Merchants Told Trade Will Falter Unless
Town Builds,” CE (Ky. ed.), July 31, 1966,6A.

"Covington Parking Plan Bared: Off-Street Sites in
Downtown Area Outlined in Report,” KP, Novem
ber 29, 1955, i.

“Covington's Downtown on Historic List," KP June
18, 1983, 3K.

"Covington Unveils City Hall," KP, August 17, 1991,
3K.

sonable rates, Ohio became a hotbed of such devel

Economic Development Department, City of Cov
ington, Annual Reports, 1989–1999, Kenton Co.
Public Library, Covington, Ky.
Hartel, Greg. "Covington's F. W. Woolworth to Close
Down," KP July 28, 1989,3K.
Kreimer, Peggy. "Saving the Mosler Building," KP
June 26, 1999, 1K.

Portsmouth; the College Hill Railroad; and James
Gamble's ward, the Cincinnati and Westwood.

opment during the 1870s and 1880s, particularly
the area around Van Wert, in the northwestern

part of the state. Among the narrow-gauge rail
roads built during this period, the Cincinnati area
hosted the Cincinnati Northern; the Cincinnati

and Eastern; the Cincinnati, Georgetown, and

The belief that narrow was less costly than
standard gauge proved fallacious. Little or no sav
ings were achieved in the acquisition of narrower
right-of-ways. Narrow-gauge engines and cars,
while smaller than standard, were only slightly less
expensive, because such equipment still required
the same parts. The lighter narrow-gauge rail wore
out more quickly. In addition, a narrow-gauge car
could carry only two-thirds of the load of a
standard-gauge car, so more cars were needed to
move the same amount of material, eliminating the
anticipated savings. Finally, the real cost of operat
ing a railroad, labor, was not reduced; the same
number of laborers were necessary to operate either
gauge. Operating costs for narrow-gauge lines ac
tually proved to be higher than costs for standard
gauge lines, as only two-thirds of the tonnage of a
standard-gauge railroad could be transported for
the same labor cost. There was also the cost of trans

ferring loads to or from standard-gauge railroads at
connections; no easy or inexpensive way was found
to accomplish this task.
The Covington, Flemingsburg, and Pound
Gap (CF&PG) was one of the narrow-gauge enter
prises conceived during this frenzy of narrow
gauge promotion. As its title implies, it proposed
to run eastward from Covington to Flemingsburg
in Fleming Co., into the eastern coalfields, and on
to Pound Gap, Va. Its promoters believed that the
CF&PG would allow coal, then the major fuel sup
ply for factories, businesses, and homes, to be de
livered more cheaply to the Northern Kentucky
region than via the Kentucky Central Railroad.
The CF&PG intended to connect with the Ohio

narrow-gauge railroads by ferry until such time as
a railroad bridge could be built to span the Ohio
River. The Cincinnati Northern Railroad would

have provided connections with other narrow
gauge railroads extending into northern Ohio.
Nothing was ever said about how these Ohio nar
row roads would connect into Covington, one of
the line's endpoints.
Construction of the CF&PG began in 1876 in
Fleming Co. The CF&PG started at its connection
with the L&N, along the former Maysville and
Lexington Railroad at Flemingsburg Junction,
and built eastward to Flemingsburg and Hillsboro
in southern Fleming Co., a distance of 17 miles. As
much as the narrow gauges wanted to be separate
and different, they always seemed to begin at some
easy interchange point with a standard-gauge oper
ation such as at Flemingsburg Junction. The line
never laid track beyond Hillsboro, Ky., and after a
wreck in 1907 at Weaver's Ford, just south of Flem
ingsburg, which destroyed a trestle, the railroad was
cutback to Flemingsburg. In 1909, during the course
of one day, the extant six miles of CF&PG track was
converted to standard gauge, a fate common to
many narrow-gauge railroads. Never a money
maker, the CF&PG, then operating as the Flemings
burg and Northern (F&N), ceased operations on
December 6, 1956; it was unable to compete with the
modern trucking industry. Its depots at Flemings
burg Junction and Flemingsburg still stand.
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The CF&PG during its life span carried seven
names. The name changes took place as the road
went into and came out of receivership. In 1880 the
CF&PG became the Licking Valley Railroad Com
pany, but later that year it was renamed Covington,
Flemingsburg, and Southeastern Railroad. In 1881
the name was changed to Cincinnati and South
eastern Railway. Then in 1887 the line was renamed
as the Covington, Flemingsburg, and Ashland Rail
road. That name lasted until 1905, when the road

became the Cincinnati, Flemingsburg, and South
eastern Railroad. In 1920 the CF&PG received its

final name, Flemingsburg and Northern Railroad
(F&N), and it was as the F&N that it ceased opera
tions in 1956.

“The Pound Gap R.R." DC, November 29, 1879, 1.

Reis, Jim. “Dark Month for Trains,” KP May 19, 1991,

Beginning in fall 1862, Wolf assembled a group of
competent painters, gilders, and woodworkers to
create church art in Northern Kentucky. Working
for Wolf were Claude Haeusler, Harry Gehrig,
William Grawe, Philip Lohr, George Rose, and
Louis Steiner. Wolf designed most of the altars and

Sulzer, Elmer G. Ghost Railroads of Kentucky. Indi
anapolis, Ind. V. A. Jones, 1967.
Charles H. Bogart
COVINGTON ALTAR STOCK BUILDING

COMPANY (Institute of Catholic Art). Coving.
ton was home to a unique center for the creation of
religious art during the 1860s. Altars, altar and
mural paintings, baptismal fonts, confessionals,
and pulpits originated at the Covington Altar Stock
Building Company, also known as the Institute of
Catholic Art. The establishment enriched places of
worship nationwide as churches and monastic in
stitutions commissioned religious art from the
Covington studio and workshop.
The company was founded by the Benedictine
religious order, which came to the United States
from Germany to establish missions and to minister
to the spiritual needs of a growing German Catholic
immigrant population. In 1846 the German-born
priest Rev. Boniface Wimmer led a small group of
Benedictine monks and lay brothers to Latrobe, Pa.
They erected a monastery and the St. Vincent School

for Boys with the financial support of King Ludwig I

kadelspringer/index.html (accessed November 16,
2005).

Tenkotte, Paul A. A Heritage of Art and Faith:
Downtown Covington Churches. Covington, Ky:
Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1986.
Annemarie Springer

assisted in their construction.

In neighboring Cincinnati, several artists had
founded the Society of Christian Art, which at
tracted many talented European immigrants who
found employment at the Covington Institute of
Catholic Art. Among thesemen were the Schroeder
brothers and sculptors Johann Heinrich and Jo
hann Friedrich, who had studied in Munich before

they settled in Cincinnati. The Society of Christian
Art also counted among its members several out
standing painters, such as Wilhelm Lamprecht

COVINGTON AND LEXINGTON RAIL

ROAD. In 1850 the Covington and Lexington Rail
road (C&L) began construction south from Cov
ington toward Paris in Bourbon Co. Covington
tobacco merchant Charles A. Withers (see Withers

Family) financed the first 18 miles away from Cov
ington and served as the railroad's superintendent.
Other major financing was provided by subscrip
tions to the railroad's stock by the city of Covington
($300,000) and the counties of Fayette ($200,000),

and Johann Schmitt, both of whom had distin

Bourbon ($100,000), and Pendleton ($50,000) and

guished careers with the Covington Altar Build
ing Company. Other altar and fresco painters who
contributed to the fame of the company were H.
Becker, M. Geiger, P. Gerstrein, E. Humbrecht, A.

by aloan from the city of Cincinnati ($100,000). Two

4K.

"State News," Covington Ticket, December 4, 1876, 1.
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Kloser, and Wenceslaus Thien.

The company's workshop in Covington was lo
cated in a frame building at the corner of Bush and
Greenup Sts., on a lot next to St. Joseph Church.
There Wolf received commissions for church art

from across the nation. Once he had designed the
altars and decided on the basic outlines of the altar

paintings, construction began. Most of the altars
made in Covington resembled German Gothic pro
totypes, made of wood. Tripartite, with one central
panel and two folding side panels, they had pointed
arches and fancifully carved tracery and pinnacles.
The altarpieces, decorative paintings above and be
hind the altars, portrayed biblical scenes from the
Old and New Testaments, images of saints, and de
votional depictions of the Madonna and the Christ
Child. The Covington altars were painted white,
and the altar paintings had a gold-leafbackground.
Several Covington churches obtained altars
constructed by the Covington Altar Stock Building
Company. Among them were St. Joseph Catholic

tunnels had to be carved out ofthe Kenton Co. land

scape: one at 24th St. and Madison Ave. in Coving.
ton, and another farther south near Ryland Heights
at Grant's Bend. By October 1853, the route was
completed from Covington to Falmouth, by May
1854 to Cynthiana, and by September 1854 to Paris,
Ky. The C&L made a connection with the Maysville
and Lexington Railroad at Paris and ran over the
latter's right-of-way into Lexington. Construction
of the C&L effectively ended all steamboat opera
tions on the Licking River, since the railroad gener
ally paralleled the river. The C&L was utilized dur
ing the Civil War to transport troops and supplies
between Covington and Central Kentucky. Later
the C&L became part of the Kentucky Central Rail
road, then the Louisville and Nashville Rail

road, and today the CSX.
Herr, Kincaid A. The Louisville & Nashville Rail

road. Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 2000.
Hunter, Louis C. Steamboats on the Western Rivers.
2nd ed. New York; Dover, 1993.

Klein, Maury. History of the Louisville & Nashville
Railroad. New York; Macmillan, 1972.

Tenkotte, Paul A. “Rival Cities to Suburbs. Covington

Church, St. John Catholic Church, and Mother
of God Catholic Church. The main altar at St. Jo

and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890." PhD diss.,
Charles H. Bogart

Church was consecrated in 1859.

seph Church was the most spectacular, measuring
40 feet in height and built at a total cost of $2,000;
each side altar cost $500. The company also installed
altars in Indiana, Maryland, New Jersey, Minnesota,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. The first major
commission the company received was for the altar
at St. Mary's Church in Newark, N.J., in 1862. After
10 years of operation in Covington, Wolfmoved the
company to the St. Vincent School for Boys in La

When the priests reported to the St. Vincent
school that St. Joseph Church lacked altars, Wim

trobe, Pa., where he continued the work of church
decoration until his death in 1894.

of Bavaria. Wimmer and the king shared a deep love
for the visual arts and vowed to introduce German

painting and sculpture into the United States. As
new Benedictine missions were established and new
churches built, their need for interior decoration be

came an important priority for Wimmer. In 1859 he
sent two Benedictine priests to Covington's St. Jo
seph Parish, where a German Catholic congrega
tion had been worshipping since 1854. St. Joseph

mer asked the Benedictine Rev. Odilio von der

Gruen to establish an altar-building company in
Covington. Von der Gruen was an artistic man
who immediately recognized the need of a great
number of new churches for altars of beauty and
quality. He appointed “Brother Cosmas” Wolf,
a Benedictine lay brother from St. Vincent, as di
rector and chief designer at the Institute of Catho
lic Art. Wolf had studied at the Munich Royal
Academy of Art in Bavaria between 1857 and 1862.

Cochran, Nathan M., O.S.B. Ora et Labora: The

Saint Vincent Lay Brothers, 1846–1946. Latrobe,

Pa.; St. Vincent Archabbey Press, 1988.
Pohlkamp, Diomede, O.F.M. “A Franciscan Artist of
Kentucky, Johann Schmitt, 1825–1898," Francis
can Studies 7 (June 1947): 147–70.

Souvenir, Diamond Jubilee, St. Joseph Church.
Covington, Ky: Acorn Press, 1934.
Springer, Annemarie. Nineteenth Century German
American Church Artists. www.ulibiupui.edu/

Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

COVINGTON AND LEXINGTON TURN

PIKE. In 1834 the Kentucky legislature approved
formation of the Lexington Turnpike Company,
which was given the task of financing construction
of the Covington and Lexington Turnpike (the road
was to roughly follow today's U.S. 25). The company
was capitalized with $300,000 of common stock,
much of it purchased by Covington interests. Con
struction of the road began shortly thereafter, but
progress was slow. On March 16, 1839, a group of
civic-minded citizens of Lexington met, hoping to
find a way to speed the road's construction and to
have a bridge built across the Ohio River at Coving
ton, giving Central Kentucky farmers access to the
Cincinnati markets. Shortly thereafter, groups from
Lexington and Covington met with Cincinnati of
ficials to try to obtain their assistance in building a
bridge and completing the turnpike. The three
groups agreed that the project could be quite benefi
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cial to both Kentucky and Ohio. Good roads already
existed from Lexington to Louisville and Lexington
to Maysville, but a new road was needed to connect
Lexington with Northern Kentucky and Cincin
nati. The officials knew that Kentucky farmers could
play an important role in supplying the Cincinnati
pork and beef packing industries. It was also clear
that much of the money paid forthelivestock would
eventually be spent at Cincinnati businesses. The
highway would also open up northern and eastern
markets to Kentucky farmers, by permitting travel
northward through Cincinnati to the Miami and
Erie Canal. A Licking Valley Register article said,
“Nothing is of more importance to the area than the
proposed Covington and Lexington Turnpike."
By 1839 just 10 miles of the highway south from
Covington had been completed, and on the south
ern end, a 12-mile portion between Lexington and
Georgetown was finished. However, the unfinished
63-mile stretch was quite remote and sparsely popu
lated. When considering the project, the Kentucky
legislature pointed out that the central portion in
Kentucky through Boone, Grant, and Scott coun
ties would be difficult to build and a hardship on lo
cal farmers to maintain. The law required property

the members to greater effort in the various
branches of Art.” Programs were planned for meet
ings, scheduled every two weeks at members'
homes, and special exhibitions occurred at six
month intervals. From the beginning, an effort
was made to secure"outstanding musicians, artists
and speakers." The multitalented members them
selves were often presenters at these group meet
ings. The eight dedicated young women from Cov
ington who formed the nucleus of the CAC were

owners to maintain the road, and all males 16 and

and had served as president. The club was officially
incorporated in February 1926.

over were ordered to assist in the work. Tollgates
were allowed at sites along the road to help defray
the cost of maintenance. The turnpike was to be 30
feet wide and to have a surface of gravel, rock, logs,
or other suitable material. Tree stumps were not to
protrude more than six inches above the ground,
and the grade level was not to exceed five degrees
(much of the road near Covington exceeded the
five-degreelimit). At least 10 feet of the width was to
have a fairly good surface, which would permit safe
travel by wagons and carriages. By 1849 a substan
tial portion of the road was finished. There had been
monumental problems associated with its construc
tion. After nearly 20 years, however, the turnpike
was finally completed in the early 1850s. The road
had cost the Commonwealth of Kentucky $213,000,
or about $2,500 per mile, to construct. The final leg
of the project, connecting the road with Cincinnati,
was not completed until 1867, when the new John
A. Roebling Bridge opened. In recent years I-75
has replaced U.S. 25 as the primary artery between
Covington and Lexington.
“Covington Turnpike Road," LVR, May 13, 1843, 3.
"Sketch," CJ, August 30, 1873, 1.
Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington

and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890," PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

Clementine R. Abbott, Laura Charles, Carrie H.

Gedge, Lillie B. Gedge, Edith M. Linn, Jeanie D.
McKee, Mary B. Price, and Lulu M. Wright.
On January 3, 1887, the name Young Ladies
Art Union was changed to Covington Art Club; in
1891 the club became a member of the General

Federation of Women's Clubs; in 1894 it joined the
Kentucky Federation of Women's Clubs as a char
ter member. Meetings were held at members
homes, in churches, at the Covington Public Li
brary, or at the Covington Ladies Home. Then
in 1923 the group purchased from Charles A. J.
Walker the Hermes Building, at the corner of
Court and Fourth Sts., to be their clubhouse. Walk
er's wife had been an active member of the CAC

A month later, members voted to establish

a clubhouse at 604 Greenup St., adjacent to the
Baker-Hunt Foundation. The impressive three
story brick structure was built in the 1820s and
enlarged in 1867 and 1870. The front door still
bears the original leaded glass, and there are two
stained-glass windows, a large wooden carved
newel post, and elegant marble fireplaces. In addi
tion to an auditorium, a kitchen, and an upstairs
apartment, the building houses the Jeanie B. Mc
Kee Booklovers' Library, which is also the board
room. The library was named as a memorial to
McKee, who was a charter member of the CAC.

and in 1927 the Literature and Booklovers Depart
ment. Today the major departments are Arts and
Crafts, Bridge, Home and Garden, Literature
Booklovers, Music and Drama, and Travel. Each

department except the Bridge Department is re
sponsible for providing the programs, teas, and
lunches throughout the club's yearly seasons
(September–December and February–May). New
members are encouraged to join at least one de
partment in order to become better acquainted
with the inner workings of the club itself and to
foster friendships.
Members of the CAC have also been actively
involved in improving existing social conditions.
For instance, the club established its first play
ground in July 1901 and continued managing it for
20 years. Along with learning to play, the children
were given sewing instructions. Club members
also created gardens at the schools. In conjunction
with this project, the CAC worked with the City of
Covington to gain cooperation from local resi
dents in establishing public cleanup days.
The club's community involvement was far
reaching it extended to the Hindman Settlement
School in Knott Co, Ky., and several other Eastern
Kentucky mountain schools. Besides clothing,
books, and school supplies, the club sent "traveling
libraries and traveling art galleries" to the schools.
The members also worked with the Smoke League
to eliminate the nuisance of smoke, and with the

city council from 1915 until 1920 to demand pas
teurization of milk and to promote sanitary condi
tions in all dairies. The CAC supported improved
conditions in the jails and, in 1921, planted and
presented to the City of Covington 50 scarlet oak
trees in Devou Park. The club's Welfare Depart
ment was created in early 1930. Members sewed
for the Red Cross and later made dressings for
poor patients at the Booth Memorial Hospital
cancer clinic.

Valuable books from her library were added to the

In cooperation with the Society to Prevent

club library as well as books from Mrs. A. E. Strick
lett in memory of her husband, Kentucky state

Blindness, the Home Life Department instigated in
1972 an annual preschool visual screening in the
Covington and Kenton Co. schools for approxi
mately 1,800 children. The club is no longer in
volved in the screening, which is now overseen by
the superintendent of Covington Schools. In 2001
the club began giving art scholarship awards to two
deserving senior high school students from Boone,
Campbell, or Kenton counties. In recent years the
club has also awarded essay scholarships to two de
serving high school senior students selected from

senator Alfred E. Stricklett, U.S. senator Richard

P. Ernst donated a gift of Proctor and Gamble
stock valued at $500, the income from which was

to be used to maintain the library, and interest
earned from this stock is still used toward the pur
chase of new library books annually.
In 1973 the CAC building was placed on the
National Historic Register. In 1986 it was damaged
by a heavy storm (see Tornadoes) and subse
quently was restored by architect George F. Roth
Jr. In 2000 the clubhouse was sold to the Baker

COVINGTONART CLUB. The Covington Art

Hunt Foundation because of the tremendous

Club (CAC), founded March 14, 1877, celebrated

the same three counties. Both of these awards were

originally established by a $5,000 trust given to the
club by Vance Trimble in memory of his wife
Elzene, formerly an active member. Other mone

its 130th anniversary in 2007; it may be the oldest

costs of maintenance. The CAC has a 10-year lease
agreement with 5-year renewal options, and the

women's club in the Greater Cincinnati-Northern

Baker-Hunt Foundation has the use of the club's

Kentucky metropolitan area. The club was orga
nized by a group of "eight young women as they sat
on a front porch on Wallace Avenue" in Coving

complete facilities, other than the Jeanie B. McKee
Library.
As the club grew in size, special departments
were added. In April 1900 the bylaws were amended
to include departments of music and civics, and in
1906 three more departments were added: the
Garden Circle, Arts & Crafts, and Literacy and

according to the availability of funds at year-end.
The Finance Committee determines the recipients,
but members may make suggestions.
Two well-respected artists were members of the
club. Dixie Selden and Lela Cooney. Selden was a
student of Frank Duveneck. Lela Cooney was a
multitalented local artist who created oil paintings
and sketches, fashioned creative decors, and taught

Music. The Dramatic Circle was founded in 1924,

at Baker-Hunt. Numerous other members had a

ton. Their interests centered on the areas of “art,

embroidery, sculpture, wood carving, wood burn
ing, and painting in all media, including china
painting." At first called the Young Ladies Art
Union, it was designed for the purpose "of inciting

tary gifts are presented to deserving local charities,
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long-lasting influence on the club. According to
Mrs. Harold Brown Weldon, a longtime member,
the “Three Powerhouses" who were prominent in
the Kentucky State Federation of Women's Clubs
were Mary Elizabeth Cobb, Mrs. James C. Layne,
and Mrs. John E. Shepard. Cobb served three times
as president and was governor of this district. Mrs.
Layne, who filled the unexpired governor's term of
her predecessor as well as additional terms, also was
a first, second, third, and fourth vice president. The
state federation recognized her as an honorary first
vice president for life. Mrs. Layne also received a
gold medal from the Federation of Women's Clubs
at a federation meeting in Atlantic City, N.J., honor
ing her as a "pioneer Kentucky Club Woman." Mrs.
Shepard was state recording secretary of the federa
tion, fourth vice president, and governor of this dis
trict twice. Like Cobb, she also served three terms

as president of the CAC. Member Miss Mary
Nourse designed a new insignia in the early 1920s,
consisting of a circle enclosing the initials C.A.C.;
the insignia is found on the bimonthly bulletins
and the yearbooks.
On March 10, 1952, the CAC received a 75th

Anniversary Scroll from the General Federation of
Women's Clubs, “in recognition and appreciation
of distinguished service to the community and the
nation.” On March 14, 1977, at its 100th anniver

sary, Covington mayor George Wermeling pro
claimed the special occasion “Covington Art Club
Day." At the anniversary luncheon, a special con
gratulatory telegram from President Jimmy Carter
(1977–1981) was read.

The ladies attending the CAC and its programs
today no longer feel compelled to accessorize their
outfits with hats and gloves, like the original mem
bers. Nevertheless, they still seek the same educa
tional, spiritual, and educational fulfillment and
enrichment through the variety of programs of
fered and by reaching out to the community.

ployer, and other prominent businessmen financed
the start-up team. The original intention was to play
in the Bluegrass League, but Covington's proximity
to the market of the Cincinnati Reds made it impos
sible to join that league. Like today's Independent
League franchise in Florence, Ky., the Florence
Freedom, the Federal League existed mainly to
provide cities with major league baseball where Ma
jor League Inc. would not allow it. The newly formed
Federal League was looking for an eighth team to
complete the league, and Covington was quickly ac
cepted in March 1913. In May 1913, the Blue Sox
began the season in Cleveland; the game ended in a
tie. Homegames were played inahastily constructed
ballpark at Second and Scott on the site of the for
mer River Breeze Park, renamed Federal Park. The

flood of 1913 delayed progress on assembling the
ballpark, which seated 6,000. The best seats sold for
a dollar and the least expensive for a quarter. Open
ing Day in Covington was Friday, May 9, 1913, as the
season began with former major leaguer Sam Leever
as manager and several past and future major leagu
ers on the Covington roster. The Sox beat St. Louis
4-0 before a capacity crowd. Reportedly, legendary
baseball player Ty Cobb had been offered the job as
manager. Just before the first pitch, carrier pigeons
(see Homing Pigeons) were released to the mayors
of the seven other cities in the league with the mes
sage "Covington now has a Federal League team."
The team was obviously a matter of civic pride. But
enthusiasm quickly waned, attendance plummeted,
and the organization picked up its bats and moved
to Kansas City before July 1, with a win-loss of re
cord of 21-31. The Covington Blue Sox team was the
pinnacle of professional baseball in the Northern
Kentucky region for the short period of the team's
existence. By the start of the 1916 baseball season,
the entire Federal League had folded.
"Covington Blue Sox," KP, March 5, 1913, 1.
“Covington Team to Open in Cleveland,” KP, April
14, 1913, 3.

“Art Center (604 Greenup)," KP, October 6, 1974, 6K.
“Art Club Celebrates Its 78th Year as Oldest Group,"

Reis, Jim. “Big League Dreams in 13–Covington Lost

Team as Early Crowds Faded," KP, April 14, 2003,
4K.

KP, March 15, 1955, 3.

“Art Club Will Celebrate 93rd Anniversary March 9,"
KP, February 26, 1970,23K.
Bradley, Bertine J. Telephone interview by Lois Shan
non, July 2006.
Flottman, Ardyth. Telephone interview by Lois Shan
non, July 2006.
Hall, Lucille. Telephone interview by Lois Shannon,
July 2006.
Harrison, Mrs. W. Baxter. “The Covington Art Club,"

a paper presented to the Christopher Gist Histori
cal Society, June 23, 1953.
Weldon, Harold Brown. Telephone interview by Lois
Shannon, July 2006.
“Work Never Done," KP, May 19, 1978,8K.
Lois Ann Shannon

COVINGTON BLUE SOX. The Covington Blue
Sox professional baseball team, a member of the
short-lived Federal Baseball League, was Northern
Kentucky's only attempt to establish a major league
baseball team. In 1913 Richard C. Stewart Jr. of the

Stewart Iron Works, Covington's largest em

– “Third League Fields Eight Teams,” KP, April
14, 2003, 4K.

“Remembering the Covington Blue Sox," KP, July 11,
2003, 5K.

Michael R. Sweeney
COVINGTON CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL.

The history of Covington Catholic High School can
betracedback to the year 1885, when the Brothers of
Mary of Dayton, Ohio, a Roman Catholic religious
order, were invited to the Diocese of Covington (see
Roman Catholics) by Bishop Camillus P. Maes
to staff the St. Joseph Boys School on 12th St. in Cov
ington. Eventually, the brothers expanded their
work in Covington by establishing St. Joseph Com
mercial High School. This two-year program pro
vided young men with business skills, offering
courses in basic accounting, bookkeeping, civics,
and typing. The school attracted students from
many of the Northern Kentucky parishes. The first
graduating class received diplomas in 1892, and the
last class graduated in 1926.
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When Bishop Francis Howard arrived in Cov
ington in 1923, he became concerned about the
lack of educational opportunities for high-school
aged young men. In 1925 he requested that the

Brothers of Mary open a four-year academic high
school for boys in Covington. The provincial of
the Brothers of Mary agreed to the project and ap
pointed Anthony Weber S.M. as the first principal
of the new school, named Covington Catholic High
School. Msgr. Edward Klosterman of the Mother
of God parish in Covington provided classroom
space in the parish elementary school building on
W. Sixth St. The school began with a freshman class
of 32. In each succeeding year, an additional grade
level was added, until in 1928 a four-year curricu
lum was underway. At the first graduation, in 1929,
17 young men received diplomas. In that same year,
the Southern Association of Colleges and Second
ary Schools and the Commonwealth of Kentucky
accredited Covington Catholic High School.
As a central Catholic high school for young
men in Kenton Co., Covington Catholic was not
the responsibility of a single parish. Instead, the
school drew students from throughout the county.
In the early years, most of the students were gradu
ates of the parish elementary schools in Coving.
ton, Fort Mitchell, Fort Wright, and Ludlow. The
pastors of these parishes served as an unofficial
school board and finance committee for Coving
ton Catholic High School.
Enrollment at Covington Catholic High School
was limited because ofthe amount of physical space
allocated at Mother of God School. Many prospec
tive students were turned away. In the years follow
ing World War II, the number of young men in
Kenton Co. wishing to attenda Catholichigh school
greatly increased. Additional space was found in the
old school building on Sixth St. in Covington to en
sure modest growth. In 1952 Bishop William T.
Mulloy appointed a committee of pastors from the
13 parishes located in Covington, Fort Mitchell,
Fort Wright, and Ludlow to make plans for the
construction of a new Covington Catholic High
School. A 14-acre parcel of property was acquired
along the Dixie Highway in Park Hills as a new

site. Each of the participating parishes contributed
to the building fund in accordance with their size.
Construction began in 1953, and the cornerstone
was laid the following year. The last portion of the
new building, the gymnasium, was dedicated on
January 29, 1955. The total cost of construction
and land amounted to $845,439.

Covington Catholic High School's enrollment
and faculty grew rapidly in its new building in Park
Hills. The faculty included Brothers of Mary, dioce
san clergy, and a significant number of laypersons.
The last Marianist to serve as principal of Covington
Catholic was Rev. Richard K. Knuge (1969–1971).
By the mid-1990s, the 1955 high school build
ing was showing its age. The need for a more mod
ern facility was apparent. On November 17, 1997,
Bishop Robert Muench gave the approval to the
Covington Catholic School Board to begin plans
for a new building Ground was broken for the new
structure on October 29, 2002, and the new facility
was dedicated the following year on December 7,
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nomics, as well as the friction of tradition, inno

bays wide. Often, the main entrance was located on
the sidewall. These versatile buildings, with count
less variations, could be "dressed" up or down ac
cording to the owner's desires and means. A sub
stantial Covington-Newport house could be built
for as little as $1,000. The origins of this distinctive
and durable house type, not found anywhere else in
the state, remain a mystery.
Complementing the city's everyday buildings
are architect-designed landmarks and extraordi
nary buildings that serve as neighborhood focal
points. The city's first high-style building, and its
oldest brick structure, is the Gano-Southgate

vation, and creativity shaped Covington's built

House, also known as the Carneal House, on

environment. Established in 1815 as a suburb of

E. Second St. in the Licking-Riverside Riverside

W. Sixth and Philadelphia Sts. in the West Side/
Main Strasse Historic District facing Goebel Park,
also used the High Victorian Gothic successfully.
While relatively uncommon in the city, excel
lent examples of the fanciful and picturesque
Queen Anne style were built during the late 1880s

Cincinnati, Covington benefited from the devel
opment of its larger neighbor. People—developers,

Drive Historic District. Built around 1815, it is a

and 1890s. The James T. Earle House on Southern

refined Federal-style residence reminiscent of Pal
ladio's Villa Pisani, with an inset two-tier porch.
Over the next century, successive European re
vival styles, like waves of immigrants, washed over
the city. The classically inspired Greek Revival style
reigned before the Civil War, followed by the Ital

Ave. in Latonia was built in 1897 for the last mayor
of that formerly independent town. Clad in clap
boards and shingles with beaming sunbursts, an
encircling veranda with gazebo, and an imbricated
(patterned) slate roof, it is also one of the city's best
preserved frame houses. The more sedate Queen
Anne Free Classic style, popular at the turn of the
20th century, is well represented by the home of
saloonkeeper Slade Webb on Decoursey Ave. in

by Covington's new bishop, Roger Foys. The school
has won numerous athletic championships and
academic awards. In 2009, its new Schott Sports
Center opened.
Messenger, December 12, 2003, special section.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

David E. Schroeder
COVINGTON HISTORIC BUILDINGS. As

for any city, geography, history, ethnicity, and eco

architects, business owners, and workers—and

ideas moved freely back and forth across the Ohio
River and, to a lesser extent, up and down the river.
Travel to the interior of Kentucky was much more
difficult. Therefore, it is not surprising that the ar
chitecture of Covington, like that of its neighbor
ing Kentucky towns Bellevue, Dayton, Ludlow, and
Newport, has much more in common with Cin
cinnati and other towns along the Ohio River than
with the interior of the state. In fact, the grid sys
tem in which Covington was laid out was intended

ianate mode, derived from the architecture of Re

naissance Italy. One of the city's oldest high-style
commercial buildings is the Greek Revival–style
Northern Bank of Kentucky on Scott St.; it is a
stately temple-front brick edifice built in 1836 and
enlarged in the 1880s. The building was saved from

curved or arched, including the coupled dormers
on the bell-cast (curved like a bell) Mansard roof.

The most spectacular example of the High Victo
rian Gothic in downtown Covington is the Charles
Donnelly & Company Undertaking and Livery

Stable building on Madison Ave., dating from
about 1880. Its “bravura" facade includes a carved
horse's head over the former stable entrance. The

former Park Hotel (now law offices), located at

Latonia.

The waning years of the century saw the begin
nings of a revolt against Victorianism, with the rise
of the Richardsonian Romanesque, Shingle, and
Colonial Revival styles. Attributed to Cincinnati
architect Henry A. Siter, the former German Na

to coincide with Cincinnati's streets.

demolition and renovated in the late 1990s. The

Because Covington remained much smaller
than Cincinnati, it retained many types of build
ings that in Cincinnati disappeared long ago as
victims of the relentless march of urban growth.
Such still-existing structures include smaller-scale
commercial buildings, freestanding lodge halls,
numerous downtown churches, and elegant resi

Grecian style was used for elegant antebellum resi
dences as well, including the Richard Southgate
House on Garrard St. in Licking-Riverside and the
Robert Patton House built in roughly 1855 in
Austinburg, with a Victorian porch added around
Towering over the intersection of Fifth St. and

of Neoclassical revivals arose as a reaction to Vic

dences close to the center of town.

Madison Ave, is the Odd Fellows Hall. Constructed

1890.

tional Bank on Madison Ave., built around 1890,

uses Richardsonian elements, for example rough
textured and checkerboard surfaces.

Around the turn of the 20th century, a variety

There were talented local architects and crafts

in 1857 by Cincinnatibuilder Isaac Graveson, it fea

torianism, emphasizing refinement of detail and
high-quality craftsmanship. Civic landmarks in

men, some of whom worked on both sides of the

tures Greek Revival and Italianate elements. On the

the monumental and monochromatic Beaux-Arts

Ohio River, who made their homes in Covington
during the first half of the 19th century. Seneca
Palmer, designer of the Western Baptist Theo
logical Institute, was one of these, and Peleg
Kidd, creator of the first Covington City Hall in the
1830s, was another. Downtown Covington boasts
a series of key buildings by leading Cincinnati ar
chitects, as well designs by local architects, some of
whom trained at major Cincinnati architectural
firms. The material of choice for Covington build
ings was brick, set off by carved and rough-cut
stone, wood clapboards and shingles, cast and
wrought iron, and terra cotta.
The city developed as a series of neighbor
hoods, many of them with a strong ethnic identifi
cation and sense of identity. These neighborhoods
tended to be clustered around churches. The city
was built densely, along a grid of narrow streets,
reflecting highland prices and a desire to use space
efficiently. To maximize garden space and privacy,
houses were built abutting lot lines, with windows
limited to the side facing the house's yard.

eve of its proposed renovation in 2002, a raging fire
gutted the hall, leaving only three full walls. The
still-elegant ruin was rebuilt and renovated to pres
ervation guidelines and won local and statewide
awards. In the building's shadow is the former Afri

From about 1860 to 1920, hundreds of two- and

three-story dwellings, many of brick, were built for
working middle-class families. Much like free
standing row houses, these "Covington-Newport
townhouses" are tall and narrow, with facades two

can American Odd Fellows Hall, a modest brick

structure two stories high. The juxtaposition of the
two lodge halls in style, scale, and siting is a silent
reminder of the challenges faced by African Ameri
cans in Covington during the 1800s.
Designed in stripped Italianate style, the Motch
Jewelers building of 1871 on Madison Ave, fea
tures a severe incised facade of smooth stone with

colonnettes framing the openings. The Motch
store is one of the few surviving commercial build
ings designed by the innovative Cincinnati archi
tect James W. McLaughlin. Strategically located at
the visual closure to E. Fifth St., the Jonathan Da
vid Hearne House on Garrard St., built in 1874, is

an Italianate palazzo (large urban building) in

Classical style include three bank buildings at
Sixth St. and Madison Ave., built between 1900

and the early 1920s: the former Farmers and Trad
ers' National Bank (later First National Bank
and Trust Company of Covington; now Re

public Bank), the Peoples-Liberty Bank (now US
Bank), and the Covington Trust (now Hunting
ton Bank) building. Both the Farmers and Trad
ers' National Bank—the first true high-rise office
structure in Northern Kentucky—and the Peoples
Liberty building were designed by Cincinnati ar
chitect Harry Hake. The Beaux-Arts style was also
used effectively for the former Covington Public
Library at 1028 Scott Blvd., built 1900–1903 and
designed by Boll & Taylor architects, and for the
1923 Covington Telephone Building at 11th and
Scott Sts., which was designed by Harry Hake.
Defining the early 20th century was the coun
terpoint of the conservative Colonial and Georgian
revivals and the progressive Craftsman style, as

brick.

well as the first stirrings of Modernism. The Cop

The post-Civil War years saw the visually rich
and complex French Second Empire and High
Victorian Gothic styles come to the fore. The home
of the Baker-Hunt Foundation on Greenup St.
is a rare, fully developed example of the Second
Empire style. All the openings of the facade are

pin Building at Seventh St. and Madison Ave.,
built in 1906 by the Ferro Concrete Construction
Company, combines Beaux-Arts Classical and pro
gressive Chicago School elements. James Gilmore,
a Cincinnati architect with Modernist leanings,
was its designer.

COVINGTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

One of Covington's exceptional early "modern"
houses is the Sayers House at 435 Wallace Ave. in

grounds of Holmesdale, the 17-acre estate of New
Orleans, La., dry goods merchant Daniel Holmes.

the Wallace Woods Historic District, built around

The Holmes mansion was also used for cafeteria and

1907 for an automobile dealer. The Craftsman-style
stucco dwelling features wooden beams, earth
toned tile bands, and "Germanic" clipped gables.
The Northcutt House at 2126 Glenway Ave. in Wal
lace Woods, a Japanesque bungalow built about
1920, exhibits a combined front porch and porte
cochere overlapping the gabled main block, as well
as a matchinggarage.
A stripped Moderne aesthetic took hold in the
1930s, along with the last stand of Classicism in the
form of Depression Modern. The U.S. Post Office

classroom space until it was demolished to make
way for a new administration building in 1936.
During the 1930s, Northern Kentucky's public
schools adopted low, horizontal plans with mini
mal Art Moderne detailing. Lincoln Grant High
School on Greenup St. was built in 1932 for Cov
ington's African American students (see Lincoln
Grant School). Upon its completion, the yellow
brick structure was praised as the best equipped of
all “colored schools" in Kentucky. E. C. and G. T.
Landberg designed it.
The postwar decades saw the triumph of Mod
ernist styles that had first appeared four decades
before, as well as a new appreciation for the city's

and Court House, built in 1938 at Scott and Seventh
Sts., is a monumental edifice of dressed limestone,
with stone bas-reliefs. Architect T. H. Ellett won a

rare national competition for the building's design.
The city's most celebrated house of worship is
the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, built
about 1895–1910by Charles McDonald. The church
was designed by Leon Cocquard and David Davis
in the Gothic-Beaux Arts style, with a facade mod

historic architecture.

Boh, John. "Ninth Street United Methodist Church,

Covington, Kentucky, Part I," Kenton County
Historical Society Bulletin 156 (May 2002).2–3.
. “Ninth Street United Methodist Church, Cov

eled on the Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris, France.

ington, Kentucky, Part II," Kenton County His

Roman Catholic bishop Camillus Maes, a great
patron of architecture, purposely chose the site near

Cabot, Susan. “Architecture of Lewisburg. Italianate,”
Kenton County Historical Society Bulletin 100

torical Society Bulletin 157 (June 2002), 2–3.

the railroad tracks so the stone would become

stained by soot and assume a false veneer of antiq
uity. The Cathedral's German Catholic counterpart
is the Mother of God Catholic Church on W.
Sixth St., built in 1871. A monumental Renaissance

Revival basilica-plan edifice with twin towers and
dome, it was designed by the Cincinnati architec
tural firm of Walter and Stewart.

(March 1997): 4–5.

Gastright, Joseph S. "Austinburg, a Covington Neigh
borhood," Kenton County Historical Society Bul
letin 91 (June 1996): 2-4.

Konicki, Leah. “Hearne House: A Treasure Repeat
edly Threatened," Kenton County Historical So
ciety Bulletin 145 (May 2001): 2-3.

Kornilowicz-Weldon, Alexandra. "Lewisburg His
toric District,” National Register of Historic Places

The former Second Presbyterian Church on
E. Ninth St., designed by James W. McLaughlin and
built by J. A. Walthall in the 1860s, is a Romanesque

nomination, 1983. Available at the Kenton Co.

Public Library, Covington, Ky.

Revival brick edifice with arcaded corbel table and

Langsam, Walter E. "Architectural Database,” in the
possession of Walter E. Langsam, Cincinnati.

narrow, round-arched openings. Rebuilt after a fire
in 1880, it was sold to an African American congre

– Biographical Dictionary of Cincinnati Ar
chitects. www.architecturecincy.org/dictionary/

gation in 1902 and renamed the Ninth St. Method

index.html (accessed April 2009).
– “Covington Downtown Commercial Historic
District,” National Register of Historic Places

ist Church (see Ninth St. United Methodist
Church). The First Methodist Church (see First
United Methodist Church), built 1866–1867 and

rolled. Before that, education in Covington was
available only in private schools and only to the peo
ple who could afford to pay for it. More schools, both
public and private, followed as the population grew.
Once the public schools began operating, a
controlling body was needed. This responsibility
was handled by five men who had been appointed
as “school visitors"; their major duties were to es
tablish and administer the schools. At that time

males and females were taught separately. How
ever, girls have always been included in public edu
cation in Covington, and the enrollment numbers
for boys and girls usually have been about equal.
The Covington City Charter of 1850 made sev
eral provisions for the city's public school system. A
board of trustees was instituted to replace the
“school visitors.” The new governing body was com
posed of several men from each of the city wards,
who were charged with operating the system's
schools until a superintendent could be hired. An
additional provision established aboard of examin
ers to administer qualifying examinations to teach
ers. To become a teacher in the Covington school
system, a person was required simply to pass an ex
amination. A third provision gave the new trustees
the duty of selectinga superintendent for the schools
and stated that this person's pay would be no more
than $300 per year. Another provision, probably the
most important one, called for establishing a tax
supported, tuition-free secondary or high school.
Until this time, after students completed the eighth
grade, they were either finished with their education
or were required to pay for the remainder at private
academies. The new educational system in Coving
ton included the first public high school established
in Kentucky.
The Covington school system's first brick
school opened in 1864. This three-story building
had 12 rooms, 4 on each floor. The rooms were well

lighted, heated by coal stoves, and had a means of
ventilation—opening and closing the windows.
Each room was equipped with blackboards and
double desks that could seat 56 students. There

nomination, 1983. Available at the Kenton Co.

Public Library, Covington, Ky.

designed by Walter & Stewart, on Greenup St. in
Licking-Riverside, is a very sophisticated example
of High Victorian Gothic design. Complementing
the church building is the Victorian Gothic-style
rectory next door, with grinning gargoyles. The
Madison Ave. Christian Church, designed by

241

"Licking Riverside Historic District,” National
Register of Historic Places nomination, 1975. Avail
able at the Kenton Co. Public Library, Covington,
Ky.
Reis, Jim. “A Home for Holmes: Covington High
School Built on Tycoon's Estate," KP January 5,

were outhouses in the school yards and buckets of
drinking water with dippers provided in each
room. The fire escape was a long tube reaching
from the top floor to the ground by which the chil
dren could slide down to safety. Three more ele
mentary schools and a separate school for African
American children were built on the same pattern

2004.

the Weber Brothers, dates from 1912–1913. In the
Schneider, Charlotte. “Mutter Gottes Historic Dis

Neoclassical Revival style, it carries a stately, pedi
mented ionic portico and is crowned by a hemi
spherical dome.
Built of enduring materials, the city's public
schools represent civic architecture at its best and
reflect the value placed on education. The Holman
St. or Fifth District School in Peaselburg is a late

(see Lincoln-Grant School).
Between 1901 and 1910, three additional ele

trict,” National Register of Historic Places nomina

of Historic Places nomination, 1983. Available at

mentary schools were erected, all in differentarchi
tectural styles. These buildings were equipped with
running water and bathrooms. By 1909 Covington
had outgrown its boundaries, so it annexed two ar

the Kenton Co. Public Library, Covington, Ky.

eas to the south known as Latonia and Rosedale

tion, 1980. Available at the Kenton Co. Public Li

brary, Covington, Ky.
“Wallace Woods Historic District,” National Register

Richardsonian-Renaissance Revival work in red

Walsh, Rita. “Northern Kentucky Townhouse Study."
1993, Kentucky Heritage Council, Frankfort, Ky.

brick and limestone. A striking design of striated

Margaret Warminski

and one to the west known as West Covington,
There were schools already operating in those areas
that were under their own school boards. The Cov

brick and stone, it features arcaded windows,

ington Board of Education simply took overcontrol

boxed pediments with oculi, and an arcaded porch
trimmed in rough stone.
Holmes High School is a monumental Colle
giate Gothic-style edifice completed in 1919. De
signed by the Weber Brothers, it was built on the

of these schools and assumed any debts they had.
After 1922 construction at the elementary

COVINGTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS.

Public education, or nontuition schools, began in
Covington in 1825, in a log-cabin school with an an
nual budget of $80, one teacher, and 20 students en

school level included additions to olderschools, new

buildings that were replacements for older build
ings, and new buildings that consolidated two or
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more older district schools. During the early 1930s,
the city of Covington benefited greatly from the fed
eral government's WPA work programs. Several
new buildings and additions, including some to the
city's schools, were constructed by the WPA.

and a student body numbering 500. It was renamed
Covington Holmes High School. Additional
classrooms were needed, and in 1927 a junior high
school building was added to this campus. In 1936

By 1892 the importance of kindergartens had

tion building was constructed. The David M. Evans
Field House and Science Buildings were added in
1966. In 1980 the Chapman Academic and Techni
cal Center was constructed as part of the Holmes
educational complex. This center handles instruc
tion in various trades and maintains the requisite
high school curriculum. In 1987 a renovation was
begun to make the entire Holmes High School
campus accessible to the physically handicapped.
As the system grew, the need forbetter-qualified

been recognized, and classes at this level were
started. These early kindergartens were not an in
tegral part of the elementary school buildings but
were located in nearby rented rooms. The women
in charge of the kindergartens were not necessarily
teachers and were paid lower salaries. As late as
1936, for example, Miss Daisy operated a kinder
garten in a storefront at Pike and Hermes Sts. in
Covington's Lewisburg neighborhood.
In 1853 Asa M. Drury started the first second
ary classes at what was called the Covington High
School. There were 11 boys and 9 girls who were
taught in one room of an elementary building.
This, the first public high school in the state, was
coeducational. The high school's curriculum grew,
and in 1869 the first graduate, Amelia Orr, received
a high school diploma. There were six high school
graduates in 1870 but none in 1871. In 1872 the
first permanent high school building was con
structed at the northeast corner of 12th and Rus

sell Sts. Professor Drury, who was formerly on the
faculty of the Western Baptist Theological In
stitute in Covington, became the high school's
first superintendent. He was appointed in 1856 at a

salary of $1,200 and served for three years but was
dismissed for "making too much money." There
was no other superintendent until the Covington
City Charter was revised, after which, in 1865, the
school superintendent's position was once again
filled. This brief interlude was the only break in
continuity for the office of superintendent.
By 1904 Covington had employed truant offi
cers and was requiring children to attend school. It
was not until 1908, however, that a law was passed
making regular attendance compulsory in Ken
tucky. In 1912 several changes occurred. First, the
current governing school board system was estab
lished. Under the new system, five citizens were
elected by popular vote to serve on the school
board for four-year terms. Second, two new junior
high schools, consisting of grades seven and eight,
were established. The junior high school setup
continued until 2002, when a middle school for

the Holmes mansion was razed and an administra

teachers also increased. Standards for teachers

were established. In the early years, male teachers
were paid higher salaries than female teachers.
Since 1960 there has been a single salary schedule
based solely on educational degrees attained and
years of teaching experience.
By 1988 the Covington Independent School
District was the largest independent district in the
Commonwealth of Kentucky, with an enrollment of
about 6,000 students. Since then, as the population
of Covington has declined, the number of students
has decreased and the need for some of the elemen

tary schools has diminished. At one time the district
had 12 elementary schools, 2 junior high schools,
and 1 high school; now it has 6 elementary schools, 1
middle school, and 1 junior-senior high school.
The Civil Rights Act of 1964 ended segregation
in the schools. At that time all of the African

American students in Covington attended the
Lincoln-Grant School on Greenup St., and none of
the faculties in the Covington school system were
integrated. Desegregation proceeded over the next
10 years and involved changing district boundar
ies to achieve racial balance.

Through the years many programs were tried.
Some, including night school and German language
training in the elementary schools, were abandoned.
Homebound teaching, special education, Marine
Corps Junior ROTC, advanced placement, Interna
tional Baccalaureate classes, and adult high school
classes were instituted and remain.

The new millennium has seen significant
changes, including full-day kindergartens, further
redistricting to achieve better racial and popula
tion balances, the founding of a Holmes High
School Hall of Distinction, and most importantly,

cal organization begun and operated by women to
serve the needs of women.

The home's founder, Ellen B. Dietrich, who re

sided on W. Fifth St. in Covington, was acutely
aware of the conditions of the poor in her own
neighborhood, and her own home often served as a
haven for women who had no other place to stay.
With the help of 11 other Covington women,
Dietrich formed an associated charity called the
Women's Educational and Industrial Union, which

sought to teach women marketable skills to foster
their independence. This was a revolutionary con
cept for the time. The organization provided an em
ployment bureau and a sewing school and offered
housekeeping classes for women in need. The Home
for Aged and Indigent Women is the only perma
nent outgrowth of the Union. Dietrich contacted
several prominent Covington businessmen request
ing donations for the purchase of building and was
able to raise the necessary funds to acquire the Hays
home at 10th and Russell Sts. in Covington for
$5,000. After a gracious outpouring of gifts and
money, the home was quickly furnished. It opened
November 1, 1886, and the first residents moved in

on January 8, 1887. Among these was a woman of
only 40 years of age, who was suffering from tuber
culosis and had no means of financial support. It
was because of her case that the word indigent was
inserted into the home's name. The home was subsi

dized by the Educational and Industrial Union dur
ing its first year only; in 1887 the home became a
separate organization, and the first Board of Lady
Managers was formed. Theboard incorporated with
the State of Kentucky in March 1888. According to
the charter, three gentlemen, Joseph Chambers,
Frank Ford, and Jonathan Hearne, were elected

fiscal trustees to assist the managers in legaland cor
porate matters. It is in large part due to the financial
generosity of these men that the home survived its
first few years. As it became more established in the
ensuing years, the Board of Lady Managers estab
lished standing committees and rules for the resi
dents. The admissions committee formulated strict

standards for admission to the home, including the
requirements that each applicant submit “testimo
nials of the propriety of her conduct and respecta
bility of her character,” that no woman under age 60
be admitted unless she was deemed suffering from
"premature old age,” that each applicant pay the sum
of $150 if she could afford it, and that each woman

mat was adopted. Third, half-year classes were ini
tiated, beginning each year in September and in
February. This made it possible for children start
ing school to be placed with students of their own
age, rather than waiting until the next fall to enroll
in first grade. Also, students who did not pass a
grade level now had only to repeat a half year of
work instead of being held back an entire year. The
half-year format continued until 1941.
The high school, which began in 1853 in one
room and by 1872 had grown to a 12-room build
ing, was, by 1915, crowded and in need of a larger,
more modern facility. A site search committee se

COVINGTON LADIES HOME. Originally
known as the Home for Aged and Indigent Women,
this Covington institution, at the southeast corner

chased a lot at the corner of Seventh and Garrard

lected the Holmesdale estate of the late Daniel

of Seventh and Garrard Sts., has served women in

Amos Shinkle, was the site of an old lawn-tennis

Henry Holmes Sr. for the high school's new loca
tion. The new school opened in January 1919 with
40 rooms, a gymnasium, special-purpose rooms,

Covington and Kenton Co. for more than 120
years. Founded by a group of philanthropically

renewed efforts to ensure that all students learn to
the best of their abilities.

Nordheim, Betty Lee. Echoes of the Past: A History of
the Covington Public School System. Covington,
Ky: Covington Independent Public Schools, 2002.
Betty Lee Nordheim

minded women in 1886, the home was the first lo

agree to accept the rules and to surrender all her real
and personal property to the board's custody. The
high standards set by the board have ensured the
high quality of the institution since its inception.
By 1889 the home's population had grown too
large for its location at 10th and Russell. Under the
direction of board president Charity Warner, and
with the strong encouragement of J. D. Hearne, the
board began raising funds and ultimately pur
Sts. in Covington. The lot, which was owned by the
enterprising and wealthy Covington businessman
court.Shinkle agreed to sell the property for $5,430
and donated $2,000 from the sale to the home. The
board hired Cincinnati architect H. E. Seter to de

COVINGTON LOCOMOTIVE AND MANUFACTURING WORKS

sign the new residence, which was to have a base
ment, three floors, and an octagonal tower ascend
ing on the northwest corner, at the main entrance.
It was designed to accommodate 50 residents, and
its estimated cost was $20,000. With Hearne's gen
erous donation to the building fund, the residence
was completed by spring 1894.
Near the turn of the 20th century, the board
also established an endowment fund, which was

School in a small brick residence near the cathedral
at 12th St. and Madison Ave., the former residence

of Michael T. Shine. Howard said the purpose of
the school was "to provide intelligent young boys
with the opportunities of a solid classical education
that would develop them into scholarly, Catholic

provide odd jobs for the unemployed.
The board has regularly authorized funds to
modernize the structure at Seventh and Garrard
Sts. to ensure the comfort of residents. In 1941

rooms at the Mother of God School on Sixth St.

in Covington. That same year, Howard initiated
an examination for all sixth-grade male students
in the diocese. Those who received high grades on
this examination were invited to enrollat the school.

resident had her own sink and mirror. In 1953 the

The annual examination continued for many years.
To establish the school in a separate building, in
1926 Howard purchased the former Knights of
Columbus Hall on E. 11th St. Following a thor
ough renovation, the three-story building, dedi

with stairs encased in firewalls with steel doors. In

May 1983 the official name of the residence was
changed to the Covington Ladies Home.
Today the home accommodates 32 women, all
in private rooms. It provides meals, personal care,
laundry, housekeeping, and activities. There is a 24
hour on-site nursing staff. Although once financed
almost completely by private donations, the home
now accepts some state aid and charges monthly
rent. The home is stilloperated by the Board of Lady
Managers as well as three fiscal trustees nominated
by the board. The success of the Covington Ladies
Home over its 120 years is a direct result of superior
management by the Board of Lady Managers,
which takes a personal interest in the comfort, hap

piness, and general welfare of each resident.
Barlage, Sarah A. The Covington Ladies Home: The
First Hundred Years. Covington, Ky: Covington
Ladies Home, 1997.

Covington Ladies Home Corporate Minutes and
Treasury Reports, 1887–1987, Covington Ladies
Home, 702 Garrard Street, Covington, Ky.
Reis, Jim. “Home Gives Women a Haven,” KP, July 25,
1994, 4K.

Sarah A. Barlage
COVINGTON LATIN SCHOOL. The origins
of the Covington Latin School in Covington can
be traced to the appointment of Rev. Francis W.
Howard as the fifth bishop of the Diocese of Cov
ington (see Roman Catholics) in 1923. Alongtime
advocate of Catholic education and a founding
member of the National Catholic Education Asso

ciation, Bishop Howard quickly recognized the
need for secondary schools in his new diocese. In
September 1923 he established the Covington Latin

1954.

David E. Schroeder

plumbing was installed in each room so that each
dining room, the chapel, and the front room were
redecorated and a sprinkler system was installed.
In 1961 the home was expanded with a new addi
tion, which allowed for an enlarged dining and
sitting room and for each resident to have a private
room. In 1975 the grand staircase was replaced

Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The
Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.

fered a four-year classical curriculum preparing

lar Christmas bonuses. The home was also able to

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,

leaders." The first class consisted of 15 young men.

them for college. The first headmaster was Rev. John
Kroger, a priest who had been ordained for one year.
He was assisted by Sister Mary Grace Callahan,
S.C.N., an instructor of mathematics. Eventually,
many of the most talented clergy in the diocese were
added to the Covington Latin School faculty, and
talented lay teachers taught thereas well.
In 1925 the program moved to three class

donate unused items to Kenton Co. Relief and even

newspaper.

Messenger, Bishop Howard Memorial ed., 1944, 18.

The Covington Latin School accepted students who
had completed the sixth grade, and the school of

fortified by a $10,000 bequest from Hearne that

During the Great Depression, the Board of Lady
Managers administered the home's finances so
proficiently that no staff members were dismissed,
furthermore, all of the workers received their regu

Leader, January 1951, 2. Covington Latin School

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

was collected after his death in 1905. The endow

ment fund continues to serve the home to this day.
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cated on March 27, 1926, became the new home of

the Covington Latin School. By the late 1930s,
when the school had outgrown the facilities on
11th St., each parish in Northern Kentucky was as
sessed an amount to contribute for the construc

tion of a new building. The old building was de
molished, and the new one was begun in 1940. On
December 7, 1941, Howard dedicated the current

Covington Latin School building.
The Latin School continued to prosper under
Bishop Howard's successors. Bishops William T.
Mulloy and Richard H. Ackerman both carried
on the tradition of Covington Latin School as the
bishop's school. Both were frequent visitors in the
classroom, and both assigned many of the most
talented clergy to its faculty.
During the 1980s, Bishop William A. Hughes
commissioned a comprehensive plan for the high
schools in the Diocese of Covington. This plan,
known as the Dayton Study, conducted by consul
tants from the University of Dayton in Ohio, rec
ommended that the Covington Latin School and
the Villa Madonna Academy in suburban Villa
Hills be merged and use the suburban campus of
Villa Madonna Academy. After opposition from
Latin School faculty, students, parents, and alumni
was expressed, and after unfruitful discussions by
the officials at both schools, the plan to merge the
two institutions was dropped. Both institutions
have since become coeducational, Covington
Latin School in 1992.

Over the years, numerous graduates of Cov
ington Latin School have earned scholarships to
prestigious colleges and universities. Alumni are
counted in many fields, including the clergy, medi
cine, law, science, and engineering. The school at
tracts students from throughout Northern Ken
tucky and Greater Cincinnati.

COVINGTON LOCOMOTIVE AND MAN

UFACTURING WORKS. In April 1853 the
Covington Journal described the Covington Lo
comotive and Manufacturing Works as “the most
extensive" in the West. The newspaper said the
firm would employ approximately 600 hands and
planned to build four locomotives each month.
Daniel H. Feger, a master machinist and draughts
man, had come to Covington from the railroad
shops in Reading, Pa., to work for the Covington
Locomotive and Manufacturing Works. By No
vember, the new works in Covington, located at
Third and Philadelphia Sts., were not yet at capac
ity and only about 150 workers were on the payroll.
The company anticipated producing engines for the
Covington and Lexington Railroad (C&L), a
new rail line in Kentucky, much of which had yet to
be constructed. The C&L had already bought two
engines from the Portland, Maine, Locomotive
Works: the Bourbon, a passenger locomotive, and
the Falmouth, a freight engine.
In February 1854, Covington Locomotive and
Manufacturing Works was building four locomo
tives for the C&L, two engines for the Little Miami
Rail Road, and four locomotives for a railroad com

pany in Indiana. With 130 workers at the time, the
factory in Covington was adding a shop for the
manufacture of railroadcars. A special charter from
the Kentucky legislature assured unencumbered
production and expansion of the business.
On April 11, 1854, the first locomotive pro
duced by the company, the Covington, was tested.
The new engine replaced an earlier Covington,
built in 1852 by Cincinnati's Harkness and Com
pany. On April 29, 1854, the company christened
its new locomotive, ornamented with flags and a
wreath at the front of the boiler. That Saturday was
a holiday for the employees. They marched to the
depot in a parade behind a brass band. The Cov
ington left the station at 8:00 a.m. and carried its
300 passengers a distance of 37 miles to Falmouth
in only two hours. The engine continued to Boyd,
located 55 miles from Covington, and then re
turned to Falmouth for a luncheon. By 5:00 p.m.
the locomotive had returned to Covington. That
night, 100 guests enjoyed a 10:00 p.m. dinner at
the Magnolia House in Covington. The Coving
ton's maiden trip was proclaimed a triumph.
On June 8, 1854, the C&L rail line arrived at

the village of Cynthiana, where a celebration took
place to commemorate the event. The engine Cyn
thiana, built at the Covington Locomotive and
Manufacturing Works, made its maiden trip that
day. Although reporters called the locomotive “an
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admirable piece of workmanship," they stated that
the Covington "wears the horns." The line was ex
tended to Paris, Ky., by early August. On July 7,

"The Locomotive Covington—Excursion and Sup
per"C), May 6, 1854, 3.

"Locomotive Works in Covington, DC, January 4,
1882, 2.

1854, the engine named Paris, also made by the
locomotive manufacturing firm in Covington, was
added to the railroad, and on August 30, another
creation of the firm, the locomotive Lexington,
began service.
Scholar John H. White Jr. has found that, in Sep
tember 1854, Feger sent to the Baldwin Locomotive
Works an order for boiler tubes—a fact suggesting
that the Covington Locomotive and Manufactur
ing Works was still in business. Notwithstanding

Feger's order, the works apparently closed for an un
determined duration. On April 14, 1855, the Cov
ington Journal reported that the works might re
open. On May 19, 1855, the Covington Journal
announced that Cowles, Sickles & Company were
reopening the factory with Feger as superintendent.
The firm planned to cease production of railroad
equipment and to manufacture oscillating-cylinder
steam engines for riverboats instead. Whitebelieves
that, for whatever reason, the plant was out of busi
ness completely by October of 1855.
The Covington Locomotive and Manufactur
ing Works may have expanded prematurely or it
may have suffered from an eight-year slowdown in
the U.S. economy that began in 1853. On Decem
ber 15, 1855, a commissioner sold the firm at auc
tion to A. D. Powell of Cincinnati for $100,000, but
because the sale terms had not been met, a second

auction became necessary. A commissioner's sale
was listed for January 19, 1856. Finally, on April 4,
partners Scott and Wolf bought for $70,000 the
Covington Locomotive and Manufacturing Works,
in which more than $250,000 had been invested.

The new firm was named the Kentucky Locomo
tive and Machine Works.

By December 1856, the factory of the former
Covington Locomotive and Manufacturing Works
had been idle for a year. Planning to build steam
boat machinery, Anchutz & Company of Cincin
nati leased the property. By 1857 Scott and Wolf
managed to establish their new business on the
site, producing a freight locomotive named the M.

White, John H. Cincinnati Locomotive Builders.
1965. 3rd ed., Cincinnati: Cincinnati Museum
Center, 2004.

the corner of Scott and Robbins Sts. and hired ar

chitects Boll and Taylor to design the building
Construction began in April 1902. While plans for
the new library were being developed, a temporary
location was found in Ideal Hall at the corner of

Robert T. Rhode

Seventh St. and Madison Ave. The Covington Pub

lic Library first opened at this site in 1901, with
COVINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY. Library
service was first provided in Covington shortly af.
terthefounding of the city in 1815. The first library
of which there is record was the Covington Social
Library, which was established in 1824 and flour
ished for a brief time. Over the next 75 years, nu
merous libraries served the city. The Covington
Journal reported in 1850 that the city had 27 li
braries containing 11,755 volumes. Among the
successors to the earliest library were the Coving
ton Fireman's Library, opened in 1852, the Frank
lin Library, opened in 1868, and the West End Li
brary, opened in 1877. Most of these libraries were
subscription-based; the users paid minimal fees
for the right to usebooks.
Heightened by the philanthropy of Andrew
Carnegie, who was contributing to cities across the
nation so that they could build libraries, interest in
establishing a free public library in Covington in
tensified in the 1890s. The mayor of Covington ap
pointed a board of prominent citizens, including
Professor Melchor Abele, Dr. J.T. Dodd, Kentucky
senator William Goebel, Bradford Shinkle,

and Judge James P. Tarvin, to oversee the pro
cess. After Goebel and Dodd died, Joseph L. Rhi
nock became a member of the board and assumed

leadership. Carnegie contributed $40,000 for the
construction of the library, on the condition that
the city agree to provide sustaining support. The
Kentucky legislature assisted by passing legisla
tion that required the city to support the library
perpetually. As the library was being planned, it
was determined that more money was needed, and

M. Benton for Mortimer M. Benton, the first

mayor of Covington. It was claimed that the en
gine gave the highest satisfaction while pulling 33
cars loaded with cattle. The Kentucky Locomotive
and Machine Works also advertised stationary and
marine engines.

In August 1857 the Kentucky Locomotive
and Machine Works fell victim to a national fi

nancial panic. However, from the demise of the
locomotive industry in Covington grew a vast
and profitable firm, for in 1891 the Houston,
Stanwood & Gamble Company occupied the
property of the Covington Locomotive and Ma
chine Works.

"A. L. Greer and Company Are Constructing Four
Locomotives for the Covington & Lexington Rail."
CJ, November 12, 1853, 3.

"A. L. Greer's Company Almost Ready to Commence
Work, CI, April 16, 1853, 3.
"Covington Locomotive Works." CJ, February 25,
1854, 2.

Carnegie was persuaded to give an additional
$35,000. The library board purchased property at

Covington's Carnegie Library

Helen B. Landsdowneas the head librarian.

The completed Carnegie Library, built at a cost
of $87,170, opened on March 16, 1904, boasting
plenty of space for books, a rotunda resembling the
one in the Library of Congress, and agrand audito
rium. The first program in the auditorium thateve
ning was a performance of the Polyphonic Choral
Society. The first books were circulated from the
new library on March 28, 1904. At the time, there
were sixemployees, with Anne M. Spears serving as
head librarian. Rules adopted for use of the library
offered service for anyone in Covington, making
the Covington Public Library the first public li
brary in the South to offer racially integrated ser
vice. The services of the Covington Public Library
were free for city residents, while other county resi
dents could use the library for $2.00 per year.
During the library's first decade, the collection
grew to 14,867 volumes and the number of users
increased to more than 10,000. In 1906 headlibrar

ian Spears asked the library board to modify the
rules to allow users to check out two books at a

time, one fiction and one "solid reading." Shortly
thereafter, Spears arranged for 150 books to be
available for checkout at Pope's Drugstore in nearby
Latonia, the first "library station" in Covington.
Additional stations were opened at the Seventh
District School and at Lincoln-Grant School in

Covington and at the Latonia High School.
The Covington Public Library's auditorium
turned out to be problematic from the beginning
As early as 1909, the library board retained an archi
tect to develop plansfor remodeling the auditorium,
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though no funds were available for the renovation.
The city building officer inspected the auditorium
and noted its inadequacies, citing a need for fire
proof walls, modified steps, additional exits, red
lighted exit signs, rebuilt rails, and improved venti
lation. In August 1914 the auditorium was ordered

closed until repairs could be made. Following these
repairs, the auditorium was reopened in June 1915.
The cost of the repairs strained the library's finances
so much that no funds were available to purchase
books and the number of periodical subscriptions
was reduced. Again in the late 1920s, city officials
declared the auditorium "a disgrace to the city" and
gave the library's board $200 for its repair.
In spite of the problems, the auditorium was in
great demand for use by groups such as the Cov
ington Board of Education and the Covington
Lecture Club. During World War I, patriotic or
ganizations frequently used the auditorium for
programs. Other groups that used the auditorium
included the Epworth League, the Friends of Irish
Freedom, Kenton Co. Equal Rights, La Salette
Academy, and the Woman's Suffrage League. In
1928 the auditorium was the site of a speech by
Kentucky governor Flem Sampson (1927–1931).
The Covington Public Library's longtime head
librarian Anne Spears retired in 1928 after 27
years of service and was succeeded by Alma
L'Hommedieu. To obtain funds to purchase more
popular books, L'Hommedieu created a system by
which residents could "rent" popular books for
three cents per day. In 1928 the Covington Public
Library agreed to oversee the local Erlanger
Elsmere Library, which had been established by
the Erlanger Woman's Club in 1914.
Throughout the 1930s and into the 1940s, a key
staff member was Children's Librarian Eleanor

McKenna, who worked tirelessly to ensure that ev
ery child knew about the library. She visited every
classroom twice each year, made sure the Children's
Room at the library was bright and inviting, and
created dozens of new exciting programs to get
children to come to the library. In 1931 McKenna
organized the Library Vacation Reading Club,
which has remained a tradition through the years.
The Great Depression resulted in increased
usage of the Covington Public Library. The librari
an’s report dated February 5, 1931, states, “Many
times not a single vacant chair can be found. These
people always read. We find that many men are
reading up along the line of their work, really put
ting this time to advantage." In December 1933,
L'Hommedieu resigned as headlibrarian and Hilda
Glaser was chosen as her replacement. In 1936 the
popular circular desk at the Covington Public Li
brary was moved under the buildings dome to cre
ate more space. The Ohio River flood of 1937
closed the Covington Public Library from January
25 to February 8,53 books were reported lost in the
flood, and many more were reported missing
After head librarian Glaser resigned in October
1937, Catherine Lyons Towers took her place and
served for the next three years. Library board mem
ber Rebecca Cox became head librarian in 1940.

During 1940, 200 new books were added to the
Covington Public Library's shelves each month.

Between 300 and 400 new cardholders were added

each month as well. The library's typists created, on
average, 800 new catalog cards each month. The li
brary's total book budget was $2,000 per year and
the librarian's salary was $135 per month. Consid
erable expenditure was required for repairs and re
furbishment of the library in the 1940s.
In 1942 the Covington Public Library Board de

termined it could no longer manage the Erlanger
Elsmere Library without additional contributions
from the cities of Erlanger and Elsmere, so control
was returned to the Erlanger Woman's Club.
Technology was introduced to the publiclibrary
in Covington after World War II. In 1950 the first
microfilm reader was purchased for $298, enabling
the library to collectlocal history and genealogy ma
terials on microfilm. Growth in the 1950s resulted in

additional funds appropriated by the city. The year
1957 was the busiest year yet. Phonograph records
were purchased and started circulating in 1959.
In 1958 Rebecca Cox retired after 18 years of
service as head librarian. Mary Ann Mongan, a
graduate of the University of Kentucky at Lexing
ton and formerly alibrarian in Newport, washired
to succeed Cox. Mongan directed the Covington
Public Library and its successor, the Kenton Co.
Public Library, for the next 41 years.
By the early 1960s, problems with the Carnegie
building and the lackoffunding for the library were
making deficiencies in service apparent. An assess
ment by library consultants Galvin & Associates
reported that the Covington Public Library was
well below the minimum standards set by the
American Library Association; it had only 11,000
square feet of space, whereas the proper amount to
serve the population was 46,000 square feet. The
locallibrary, which seated only 78 people, had fewer
books than the number of residents in the city,
60,326. The library had a staff of eight, while the
American Library Association's standard was 48.
Discussions with the boards of the Erlanger
Elsmere Library, the Kenton Co. Bookmobile, the
City of Covington, and the Kenton Co. Fiscal
Court led to the creation of a countywide library
district funded by a property tax. The campaign
for the new library district began in April 1967. By
the summer, more than 16,000 signatures were
obtained. The Kenton Co. Fiscal Court accepted
the petition creating the Kenton Co. Public Library
from the Covington Public Library, the Erlanger
Elsmere Library, and the Kenton Co. Bookmobile.
Summer 1967 brought to the Covington Pub
lic Library, and later the Kenton Co. Public Library,
a gallery for a collection of local artist Frank Du
veneck's paintings. The Frank Duveneck Art Mu
seum Society and the artist's son and daughter-in
law, Frank and Josephine Duveneck, donated
several paintings to the Covington Public Library.
At the opening of the gallery, 250 people attended,
including Kentucky governor Edward "Ned" T.
Breathitt Jr. (1963–1967). The Duveneck Gallery
was the first publicart gallery established in North
ern Kentucky.
By October 1967, the Covington City commis
sioners had approved the agreement to transfer the
Covington Library to the Kenton Co. Library Dis
-
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trict. By January 1968, Mary Ann Mongan had
been appointed the head librarian, and the Cov
ington Public Library became the Kenton Co.
Public Library.
The old Carnegie Library continued to serve
the residents of Covington until 1974, when it was
abandoned in favor of a new library in Covington
at the corner of Fifth and Scott Sts. In disrepair, the
Carnegie Library was rescued by a group of local
citizens and reconstituted as the Carnegie Visual
and Performing Arts Center.
“Circulating Library, CI, November 2, 1850, 2.
CJ, April 19, 1845, 3.
“Covington Lay Library,” CJ, April 8, 1871, 3.

“Covington Library for Young Ladies," CJ, January
31, 1846, 3.

“Firemen's Library—Reminiscences of Covington
Fire Co. # 1," C), August 21, 1852,3.
“Library,” LVR, January 31, 1846, 2.

Wayne Onkst
COVINGTON URBAN ARCHAEOLOGY. In

1986 R. G. Archaeological Services was contracted
by the City of Covington to perform archaeological
testing and final mitigation excavations at a three
block area along the Ohio River known as Coving
ton's Riverfront Redevelopment Phase II Site.
Bounded on the north by the Ohio River, on the
south by Second St., on the east by Court St. and the
John A. Roebling Bridge, and on the west by the
intersection of the floodwall and Second St., the re

development site contained a variety of industrial
and commercial-residential components. The proj
ectarea was slated for a hotel-office complex devel
opment partially funded by an Urban Development
Action Grant in 1985. The development, known as
RiverCenter (see Covington, Downtown), was

completed in the late 1980s and early 1990s.
The roughly six-acre project area was subdi
vided into three blocks: Block A was the area near

est the Roebling Bridge, Block Bwas between Block
A and Madison Ave., and Block Cwas west of Block
B. At the time of the excavations, Block A con

tained numerous structures, including a commer
cial glass-manufacturing facility and a series of
mixed residential-commercial structures facing
Second St. The eastern half of Block B was covered

by an abandoned ice factory, while the western half
was an unpaved parking lot. No structures were
present in Block C; however, it was covered with
concrete and asphalt.
Much of the early history of Covington's river
front was associated with industrial and commer

cial developments that relied on the Ohio River as a
transportation corridor (for example, to obtain ma
terials and fuel) and the proximity of the fast
growing city of Cincinnati, immediately to the
north. By 1850, Cincinnati was the fifth-largest city
in the United States, and Covington was a fledgling
community poised to take full advantage of Cincin
nati's and Northern Kentucky's expanding com
mercial markets. Within the project area were the
Covington Cotton Factory, built in 1828, and the
Covington Rolling Milland a steam flour mill, both
constructed in 1831. The A. J. Alexander and Com

pany shipbuilding yard was added in 1850, the Gray
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and Hemingray Glass Company in 1853, Bro
mley Pottery in 1859, and the Walsh Distillery
during the early 1870s. The Champion IceManufac
turing Company replaced the rolling mill in 1884.
By the second half of the 19th century, Covington's

thrive were no longer as critical to continued indus

meant that most privies were abandoned astoilets
and came to serve astrash repositories.
The artifactassemblages within the privy shafts
weredominated by what are referred toas"kitchen"
items, objects associated with food preparation,
food serving, or food storage. Most of the kitchen
items consisted of plant and animal food remains
such as animal bones, seeds, nuts, and pits. In ad
dition, a variety of glass and ceramic items related

trial success. The Ohio River had ceased to be the

to food, such as beer and wine bottles, food bottles,

most important transportation corridor after the

glasses, and kitchen dishes, were recovered. The
majority of these items were thrown into the privy
shafts during their use as toilets, indicating that
the outhouse was a common waste point source for
broken dishes, food scraps, and used bottles. Privy
shafts were also utilized for the disposal of archi
tectural items such as brick, nails, plaster, stone,
and window glass. Identifiable layers of architec
tural items probably represent demolition or con
struction episodes at the residence. Other debris
types, such as clothing and personalitems, were less
well represented, but buckles, buttons, cloth scraps,

central riverfront was a vibrant industrial and com

mercial corridor. But by the end of the 19th century,
the attributes that caused the industrial corridor to

introduction of railroads, and new fuels, such as

natural gas, made other areas of the country more
lucrative for operations. The result was a decline in
industrial pursuits along the river in Covington;
many of the earlier manufactories were utilized for
smaller-scale commercial pursuits throughout the
20th century. At Block A, these commercial estab
lishments, such as the Averbeck Boots and Shoe

Shop and at least two saloons, operated with resi
dential rooms above the businesses.

During a preliminary testing phase, both me
chanical testing and hand excavations were under
taken to determine the extent of historic fill and

the presence of significant archaeological features.
Heavy equipment was utilized almost exclusively
at Block Cand the western half of Block B but was

also used in the more open areas of Block A. The
majority of hand testing was reserved for the more
built-up areas of Block A, particularly in the rear of
the commercial and residential structures along
Second St. A total of 79 historic features (e.g., cis
terns, foundations, privy shafts, and trash pits)
were recorded within approximately 50 heavy
equipment trenches and 15 hand-excavated test
units. During final mitigation excavations, 16 ad
ditional features were located, and 26 features were

either partially or fully excavated. In addition, four
areas within the Hemingray Glass Company com
plex were exposed and recorded. Excavated fea
tures included nine privy shafts, four cisterns, three
glass ovens, two yellowware pottery kilns, and
various historic refuse deposits (see Hemingray
Glass Company Archaeology).
Privy-shaft excavations proved to be the most
successful features for the recovery of well-dated
historic materials within the project area. Privies
are important features because they are deep, strati
fied (that is, older materials are found below newer

materials), and easily tied to documentation such as
census schedules and city directories identifying
site occupants. The majority of privies encountered
during the Covington excavations were wood
lined; however, one brick-lined and one stone-and

brick-lined privy were also investigated. While
wood liners were typically shallow, ranging in
depth from 0.55 to 3.16 meters (1.8 to 104 feet),
stone and brickliners were deep, ranging from 344
to 5.60 meters (11.3 to 18.4 feet). At eight excavated
privy shafts, nearly 90,000 artifacts were recovered
from 45 cubic meters (1,590 cubic feet) of privy fill.
The temporal range of deposits in these former
toilets spanned the second half of the 19th century
and occasionally reached into the first quarter of
the 20th century. The introduction of indoor bath
rooms in the last quarter of the 19th century

Dave COWenS, 1966,

ink wells, leather shoe soles, lice combs, mirror

glass, pencil lead, perfume bottles, picture frames,
and writing slates were recovered. Residential
commercial activities were represented by a variety
of items, including animal liniments, brooms, elec
tric parts, horseshoes, lamp globes and lamp ele
ments, marbles and toy fragments, phonograph
and record parts, scrub brushes, shoe polish, and
woodenbuckets. Today, the artifacts from the Cov
ington archaeological project are curated at the
Behringer-Crawford Museum.
Genheimer, Robert A. "Archaeological Testing, Eval
uation, and Final Mitigation Excavations at Cov.
ington's Riverfront Redevelopment Phase 2 Site,
Kenton County, Kentucky," prepared by R. G. Ar
chaeological Services, Covington and submitted to
the City of Covington, 1987.
"Not All Are the Same: Pattern Recognition at
Ohio Valley Urban Privies." In Historical Archae

NBA Most Valuable Player and Most Valuable
Player in the All-Star game in 1973, all-NBA first
and second team selection several times, and a

memberofthe 1974 and 1976 Boston NBA Champi
onship teams. His aggressive play, almost reckless
and full of passion, gave fans their money's worth.
Duringhis days in Boston, his father would drive up
to the hillon which Newport Catholic High School
satin order to receivebetterlong-distance AM radio
reception of the Boston station carrying Celtic
games. During Dave Cowens's off-seasons since
1972, he has run the Dave Cowens BasketballCamp
in various locations around the United States.

Cowens's coaching career has included stints
as player and coach of the Celtics during the
1978–1979 season, head coach of the Bay State
Bombadiers of the Continental Basketball Associ

ology in Kentucky, ed. Kim A. McBride, W. Ste
phen McBride, and David Pollack,296-314. Frank.

ation in 1984–1985, an assistant coach for the San

fort: Kentucky Heritage Council, 1995.

Antonio Spurs from 1994 to 1996, head coach of
the Charlotte Hornets from 1996 to 1999, and

Robert A. Genheimer
head coach of the Golden State Warriors from
1999 to 2001. In 2005 he became the head coach of

COWENS, DAVE (b. October 25, 1948, Coving.
ton, Ky.) David William Cowens, who is considered
by some to be the greatest basketball player to hail
from Northern Kentucky, is the son of Jack and
Ruth Atwood Cowens. Growing up in Newport, he
attended Newport Catholic High School (now
Newport Central Catholic High School) and
graduated in 1966. He led his high school basketball
team to the Kentucky state tournament in his senior
year, where they lost to Glasgow High School in the

first round. He attended Florida State University in
Tallahassee. There he set rebounding records and

the Chicago Sky, that city's entry in the Women's
National Basketball Association. In September
2006 he joined the coaching staff of the Detroit
Pistons. In 1990 Cowen was inducted into the Nai

smith Memorial Basketball Hallof Fame at Spring:
field, Mass, the first person from Northern Ken
tucky to be so honored. Cowen is affectionately
known as "Big Red," for the color of his hair, and as
old number 18 (his Boston jersey number).
"Cowens Learned Lessons—Former Coach Was In

spiration," CP February 22, 2001, 1C.
NBA. "Dave Cowens Summary." www.nba.com (ac

averaged 19 points per game as a six-foot-eight-inch
center. In 1970, the year he graduated, he was the
fourth overall pick in the National Basketball Asso
ciation (NBA) draft, chosen by the Boston Celtics.
Although he was reportedly too small to play
the center position in the professional ranks, Cow
en's intensity never wavered during his 11-year ca

COX, ATTILLA (b. August 16, 1843, Ghent, Ky;

reer. He was NBA Rookie of the Year in 1970, overall

d. July 7, 1909, Louisville, Ky). Attilla Cox, alegisla

cessed January 7, 2007).
"Newport's Own Big Red' in Basketball Hall of

Fame,"KP May 14, 1991, IK.
Michael R. Sweeney

CRAPSEY, CHARLES

tor and a businessman, was the son of James P and

committee that nominated Grover Cleveland for

1822, Ghent, Ky.) Benjamin Craig, an influential
early settler of Carroll Co., was the son of Talia
ferro and Polly Hawkins Craig. Three of his broth
ers were Baptists ministers who had been jailed for
preaching without being licensed by the Church of
Virginia. Benjamin and his wife, Nancy Tureman
(or Stuman), brought their family into Kentucky
with "The Traveling Church," a large caravan of
Baptist families led by his brother Rev. Lewis Craig.
Benjamin Craig and his brother John were Fay.
ette Co. delegates to the First Kentucky Convention
in 1784; Benjamin and his brother Jeremiah signed
a bond for Kentucky's first statehouse in 1792. Ben
jamin lived at South Elkhorn and Frankfort before
1794, the year he moved to what is now Carroll Co.

president. Cleveland later appointed him the col

and established a settlement at McCool's Bottom

Felicia O'Boussier Cox. He was educated in local
schools at Ghent. In 1862 Attilla and his brother

Florian opened the F&A Cox Dry Goods Store in
Warsaw in Gallatin Co.; later they moved the store
to Owenton. The Cox family owned the store until
the early years of the 20th century, when it was sold.
Attilla Cox was an excellent merchandiser, trader,

and banker. He was a promoter and owner of stage
lines and of telephone service connections in Galla
tin Co. Cox was elected twice to the Kentucky Sen
ate and represented the 23rd District for six years.
He was a delegate to the 1884 Democratic National
Convention in Chicago, where he was part of the

lector of internal revenue at Louisville. In 1869 Cox

(now Ghent). He and his cousin James Hawkins in

married Katherine Martin of Owenton, and they

corporated Port William (now Carrollton) on an
other tract, for which they had only partially paid.
When Hawkins conveyed his interest in the prop
erty to his brother Martin Hawkins, Craig found
himself saddled with a troublesome partner. The
subsequent feuding and unsettled property situa
tion may have hindered the development of a much
larger city at the mouth of the Kentucky River.
In 1800 Craig called upon Rev. John Taylor to
minister to a meeting of Baptists and Methodists at
Port William, where the spirit of the “Great Awak
ening" first took hold among Kentucky Baptists.
The church organized in the wake of that meeting
consisted almost entirely of members of Craig's
family and eventually became the Ghent Baptist
Church, the “mother church” of the other Baptist
churches in the region.
Benjamin Craig died in 1822 and was buried
near his home. A Kentucky State Highway Histori
cal Marker stands near his grave, two miles east of

had three children. His son Attilla Cox Jr. became a

railroad president and an attorney. Attilla Cox Sr.
died at St. Joseph Infirmary in Louisville in 1909
and was buried at Cave Hill Cemetery in that city.
Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,
1976.

COX, WILLIAM H. (b. October 22, 1856,

Maysville, Ky; d. October 13, 1950, Maysville, Ky).
Politician and businessman William Hopkinson
Cox Jr. was the son of William Hopkinson Cox Sr.
and Elizabeth Newman Cox. He was educated in the

best private schools of Mason Co. but quit at the age
of 15 to take a job as a clerk in his father's dry-goods
store. William Cox Jr. married Sue E. Farrow, of

Mount Sterling, in 1880, and the couple had one
child, a daughter, Roberta. The family lived at 228 W.
Third St. in Maysville. When William Cox Sr. died in

Mason Co. Museum, 1983.

tober 14, 1950, 1.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 21276, for the year
1950.

CRAPSEY, CHARLES (b. November 25, 1849,

Cincinnati, Ohio; d. July 26, 1909, Cincinnati, Ohio).
Architect Charles C. Crapsey, the son of Jacob S. and
Rachel Crapsey, was born and raised in Cincinnati.
In July 1865 he began working for Cincinnati archi
tect James Keys Wilson. Other area architects, in
cluding Samuel Hannaford and James W.
McLaughlin, also honed their craft as apprentices of
Wilson, who had been trained by important archi
tects in the East. Crapsey stayed with Wilson for
about 10 years before starting his own architectural
firm. His early projects were the design of mostly
Queen Anne style residences, in the growing sub
urbs of Cincinnati. In about 1889, Crapsey entered
into partnership with W. R. Brown to create the firm
of Crapsey and Brown. The partnership designed a
wide range of building types but specialized in
churches and church-related structures, including
the First English Lutheran Church on Race St. in
Cincinnati. During that period, the firm also de
signed several industrial buildings, including a car
riage factory, two print shops, a stove foundry, and
new pavilions for the Cincinnati Reds baseball
team.

terian Church and the Central Christian Church

in Newport, in addition to the First Presbyterian
Church in Dayton, Ky. Crapsey died in Cincinnati
at age 59 and was buried at Spring Grove Cemetery
in that city.

“Ghent Church to Celebrate 175th,” KP, August 2,
1975, 6K,

Bill Davis

Maysville Cemetery.

"Cox May Run for Governor." KTS, March 26, 1914, 14.
“Former State Official, 93, Dies at Maysville," KP, Oc

Reis, Jim. “Persistent John J. Craig Beat the Odds to
Earn Recognition and Respect in Northern Ken
tucky," KP, June 14, 1993,4K.

business. He served as Covington mayor from 1908
to 1911 and from 1916 to 1920. He ran for Coving
ton mayor again in 1923 but was defeated. He had
also been defeated in a run for Kentucky railroad
commissioner in 1911. After his second mayoral
term, he was appointed by Governor Edwin P. Mor
row (1919–1923) as Kentucky state auditor, a posi
tion he held from 1920 to 1923. Craig's last public

Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati; John S. Swift,
2003.

CRAIG, JOHN J., SR. (b. November 14, 1873,

Biographical Cyclopedia of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky. Chicago. John M. Gresham, 1896.
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. Maysville, Kentucky:
From Past to Present in Pictures. Maysville, Ky:

ond wife, Mattie Laws, of Walton; they had one
child. Craig died of a heart attack at his Covington
home in 1930 and was buried in Highland Ceme
tery in Fort Mitchell.

tion, John went to work in his father's construction

Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.

Co., and he owneda one-third interest in the Electric

tal, of cerebral thrombosis, and was buried in the

vember 26, 1915, and in 1918 John married his sec

Covington, Ky.; d. September 23, 1930, Covington,
Ky). Politician, banker, and builder John J. Craig
was the son of A. John and Anna June Davis Craig.
He was educated in Covington public schools, grad
uating from Covington High School. After gradua

Carrollton.

Street Railway in town. In politics, he served as a city
councilman, as mayor, as state Senator, and, from
1908 to 1912, as lieutenant governor of Kentuckyun
der Governor Augustus E. Willson (1907–1911).
Cox died at age 93 at Maysville's Haywood Hospi

ation. Craig was married first to Ella Smith, and the
couple had three children. His first wife died on No

In the late 1890s, Crapsey and Brown planned
several buildings in Winchester, Ky., including two
churches, a hotel, and the main building at Ken
tucky Wesleyan College. In the late 1880s Crapsey
and Brown designed the jail, the jailer's residence,
and the workhouse for Newport. During the late
1890s and the early 1900s, the design of Protestant
churches began to change from traditional styles;
the newer styles de-emphasized the altar and em
phasized the communal nature of the sanctuary.
Some unusual church tower shapes emerged, such
as the one the firm designed for the First Baptist
Church of Maysville. Among the Covington
churches that Crapsey and Brown designed were
the Madison Avenue (Second) Presbyterian and
the Scott Street Methodist Episcopal Church
South. They also designed both the First Presby

1885, William Jr. and his brother inherited their fa

ther's business. During the next several years, Wil
liam constructed numerous buildings in Maysville
and also tookakeen interestin city affairs. He built a
large building on the front part of the Cox block, at
Third and Market.Sts., and 13 single-family homesto
the rear. He served as president of the State National
Bank and as a director of the Electric Light and Gas
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office was that of master commissioner of Kenton

Co., from 1927 to 1930. He served as vice president
of the Citizens Building Association and was on the

CRAIG, BENJAMIN (b. March 30, 1751, near

board of directors of the First National Bank of

Cedar Run, Culpepper Co., Va.; d. December 5,

Covington and the Highland Cemetery Associ

“American Architects and Building News," American
Architect and Building News, May 27, 1882, 251;
February 16, 1884,75–76.
Biographical Dictionary of American Architects.
Los Angeles: New Age, 1956.
Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Tenkotte, Paul A. A Heritage of Art and Faith:
Downtown Covington Churches. Covington, Ky:
Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1986.
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CRAWFORD, ELLIS C. (b. May 21, 1905,
Maysville, Ky; d. October 4, 1972, Covington, Ky).
Ellis Cummins Crawford was a self-educated ar

chaeologist, geologist, and naturalist, who during
the mid-20th century became the foremost propo
nent of Northern Kentucky's prehistoric heritage.
He was the second son of Harry and Mary Craw
ford. Around 1927 he moved to Kenton Co., mar

ried, and settled in Covington,
An event that changed Crawford's life was his
introduction to William J. Behringer (1884–1948),
a self-educated taxidermist and naturalist. Beh

ringer traveled the world and assembled an exten
sive collection of animals, geologic specimens,
and natural oddities. Upon his death, Behringer's

family gave his entire eclectic collection to the
City of Covington. His friend, Ellis Crawford,
persuaded city officials to house the collection in
the old Devou homestead at Devou Park. In that

setting, the William J. Behringer Memorial Mu
seum opened on July 5, 1950, with Crawford as its
first director.

Like his mentor Behringer, Crawford enjoyed
fieldwork and exploration, although most of his
work kept him close to Northern Kentucky. Begin
ning in the 1950s, Crawford assembled a team that
conducted a 20-year excavation of the Rogers ar
chaeological site in Boone Co. He was described by
students and co-workers as very methodical in his
research and documentation. As this Woodland

"L. Crawford,Sr. Is Dead." KPJuly 27, 1925, 1.

cavation ended in 1966, Crawford continued to

in turn taken from the nicknames of Cincinnati (the

interpret and publish the project's findings. Craw:
ford also was much involved in an important par
allel development during the excavation, the plan
to make Big Bone Lickinto a state park.
When Crawford retired from directing the
Behringer Memorial Museum in 1970, the city
of Covington honored him by renaming it the
Behringer-Crawford Museum. He died in 1972
at St. Elizabeth Hospital in Covington and was
buried at St. John's Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.

Queen City) and New Orleans (the Crescent City),

Archives of the Behringer-Crawford Museum, Cov
ington, Ky.

period mound and village site became nationally
known (see Archaeology), Crawford gained credi
bility as an archeologist, a reputation that paved the
way for his later work at Big Bone Lick, also in
Boone Co. One of Crawford's enduring legacies was
his inspiration to young people in various fields of
science. He involved as many young persons as fea
sible in his excavations. Indeed, some of his work

would not have been accomplished without their
eager labor. The Gaines farm in Boone Co. was an
other Northern Kentucky archaeological site first
excavated by Crawford. About the same time, Craw
ford founded the Northern Kentucky Archaeologi

"Ellis Crawford," KP, October 5, 1972, 15.

Harrell, Lorna Petty. "The Legacy of Ellis Crawford
and the Behringer-Crawford Museum." NKH 8 no.
I (Fall–Winter 2000): 15–20.

Lorna Petty Harrell
CRAWFORD, LEONARD J., SR. (b. April 29,
1860, Newport, Ky.; d. July 25, 1925, Newport, Ky.)
Leonard Jacob Crawford Sr., a distinguished law
yer and Republican politician, was the son of Jacob
H. Crawford, who worked as a steamboat pilot on
the Ohio River. Leonard Crawford Sr.'s mother was

the former Mary Elizabeth Eckert, daughter of
L. M. Eckert, who was president of the Newport
city council. Leonard received his early education
in Newport public schools and attended Hughes
High School in Cincinnati, from which he gradu
ated in 1880. He entered the Cincinnati Law School

in 1880 and graduated in 1882. He then appren
ticed under attorney Ben Butterworth. Crawford
set up his legal office in Newport, where he prac

Leonard J. Crawford Jr. also became a well-known

Northern Kentucky attorney.
Biographical Cyclopedia of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky. Chicago. John M. Gresham, 1896.
"Crawford–President of Republican Club." KP July
14, 1897, 5.

Evergreen Cemetery Records, Southgate, Ky.

CRESCENT PARK. The Crescent Park area of

Kenton Co. was settled in the late 1700s, by veterans
ofthe Revolutionary War, but it remaineda mostly
rural farming community until the Queen and Cres
cent Railroad (later the Southern Railway) was
built through the area in 1877. The name Crescent
Park was taken from the railroad, whose name was

between which cities the railroad traveled. The town
of Crescent Park was created in the late 1940s, as an

FHA housing development for veterans of World
War II. The site contained 64 acreson which the de

veloper planned to build two-bedroom homes that
would be sold only to veteransfor about $7,000 each.
Plansfor the community did not fully materialize, so
a private developer completed the development and
sold to both veteransand nonveterans.

Crescent Park was incorporated as a sixth
class city in 1952 and was run by a marshal, his
deputies, and four trustees, all of whom worked
without pay. When completed, the town was less
than a half mile square and had a population be
tween 500 and 600. The area presently contains
five streets: Avon Ct., Avon Dr. Clay Ct., Dale Ct.
and Summit Ave. A sixth street, with 35 homes,

was bought by the highway department when I-75
was being built through the city in the early
1960s.

Crescent Park's largest employer was the
Northern Kentucky District Headquarters for the
Kentucky Department of Transportation. Over
the years many attempts were made to annex Cres
cent Park to a neighboring city, but residents kept
voting down the attempts. Finally in 1998 Crescent
Park, with a population of about 420, was annexed
by Fort Mitchell. Today, the remnants of old Cres
cent Park can be found behind and to the south of

the commercial development that has taken place
along Buttermilk Pk.
"City Independent Now, but Future Merger Possible."
CE, August 27, 1979, A2.

ticed for the remainder of his life. He was active

Hassart, Dan. "Cities under Pressure," KP, November

in Republican politics (see Republican Party),
holding a number of party leadership roles, but

"Northern Kentucky Suburbs. Separate but Together."

never held elected office. He served as a director of

the Newport National Bank and also of the Cov
ington Trust Company. Crawford married Ella I.
Horner in 1883, and the couple had two children,
Leonard Jr. and Clay. Leonard Sr. became one of
the best-known and most respected attorneys in
Northern Kentucky. During the sensational Pearl
Bryan murder trial, Crawford served as legal
counsel for one of the defendants, Scott Jackson
Ellis Crawford, 1969.

ied in Evergreen Cemetery in Southgate. His son

cal Society, which explored many American In
dian sitesalong the Ohio River and itstributaries.
During the 1960s, Crawford's name became
almost synonymous with Big Bone Lick, the first
widely known locality for vertebrate paleontology
in North America. Although Crawford began
working at Big Bone Lick during the 1950s, the
most intensive work occurred there during the
summers of 1962 through 1966. He served as as
sociate investigator of the excavation and helped
coordinate the project's extensive partnership,
which included the University of Nebraska State
Museum, Lincoln, Neb.; the U.S. Geological Sur.
vey; the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Beh
ringer Memorial Museum; and others. The Na
tional Science Foundation was one of the primary
sources of funding for the endeavor. After the ex

(see Walling, Alonzo, and Scott Jackson).
Leonard Crawford Sr. died at age 65 and was bur

2, 2006, A1.

KP. May 9, 1983, A12.
CRESCENTSPRINGS. In the late 1700s, veter

ans of the Revolutionary War, nearly all of them
farmers, settled the section of Kenton Co. where

Crescent Springs is now located. By 1850 most of
the land there was owned by four families, the
Andersons, the Clevelands, the Griffins, and the

Scotts. Later residents of Crescent Springs were
the Eubanks, the Hons, the Niemeyers, the Ram
blers, the Reinharts, and the Thirs. Many descen

CRESTVIEW HILLS

dants of those early families still reside in North
ern Kentucky. The name Crescent Springs is thought
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3,931 in 2000. In 2008 the city's police department
merged with that of neighboring Erlanger.

and efficient consolidated centers of learning be
came viable and economically feasible.

Crescent Springs, Kentucky, www.crescent-springs

Caywood, James A. “A Brief Sketch of the Develop

to have been taken from the Cincinnati Southern

Railroad (called the Queen and Crescent Railroad)
.ky.us/City%20History.htm (accessed May 3, 2007).

and the three natural springs located nearby. How
ever, others say that the name referred to the cres
cent shape of the railroad tracks through the area.
The main road in town was Buttermilk Pk., so called

because of the three dairies operating there, the
Echo, the List, and the Thirs. In those early days,
Buttermilk Pk. was a one-lane dirt road, far different

from the heavily traveled, five-lane state highway it
is today.
In 1893 Cincinnatians James O. Gibson, H. H.

Kingsbury, and Nathan R. Park incorporated the
Crescent Springs Improvement Company, which
bought upland in the area and began to develop the
city of Crescent Springs. They built a trainstation in
town and began advertising building lots for sale,
in Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky newspapers.
The ads touted a healthy elevation of 500 feet above
Cincinnati, a fine new train station, graded streets,
sidewalks, free schools, churches, and a post office.
Lots measuring at least 25 feet wide and 100 to 200
feet deep were offered for as little as $9, with reason
able payment plans available. The company also
promised no property taxes for two years and free
train transportation to and from Cincinnati for one
year, to anyone who built and occupied a home

Crescent-Villa Bicentennial Group. The Bicentennial
Celebration,

1776–1976:

The

Crescent-Villa

Community. Crescent Springs, Ky. Crescent-Villa

Bicentennial Group, 1976.
Reis, Jim. “Fresh Air, Clean Water, and Blackberries

Were This City's Sales Pitch," KP September 13,
1982, 4K.

Steitzer, Stephanie. "Shopping Center Faces Opposi
tion," KP, March 2, 2004, 1K.

Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs. Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890," PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.
U.S. Census Bureau. “American FactFinder. DataSet.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent
Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
May 3, 2007).
CRESCENT SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL.

lowed by a major influenza outbreak.
In the early 1900s, Poage Park, with a band

Prior to consolidation, which began in the 1920s,
most Kentucky counties had small local elemen
tary schools that had replaced the earlier one- and
two-room neighborhood schools. High schools, if
they existed before 1910, were in urban areas. In
the post-World War I era, with the recognition
of the need for secondary education, these ele
mentary schools simply began teaching classes at
the high school level within the same buildings.
The Crescent Springs High School in Kenton Co.
developed according to that pattern. The first high
school classes were offered in September 1916, the
first graduating class was in 1920, and the first
graduate that year is generally said to be Beulah
Slayback. Classes were held in an old frame struc
ture that had once been a church. The first years
found high school graduating classes of fewer
than 5; total high school enrollments were no
more than 30, Nevertheless, the high school grew
and participated in some competitive sports. Both
boys and girls played high school basketball, and
the girls' team made it to the state finals a few

stand, was built between Crescent Ave. and Swan

times.

Rd. for the enjoyment of city residents. In later years,

A two-story, eight-room, fireproof red-brick
building on Buttermilk Pike, containing an audi
torium, a gymnasium, and a cafeteria with a
kitchen, was opened in February 1925. Enrollment
by that time had reached 350 students (grades 1
through 12), reflecting the population growth in
the area and the desire of students to obtain high
school diplomas. In the mid-1930s, the high school
student population was such that a high school
football team could beformed. As Crescent Springs
grew and more school space was required, it was
only logical that the consolidation that first took
place on the elementary level would carry over to
the secondary level. With the planned opening
of the Dixie Heights High School in Erlanger
by the Kenton Co. School District on Septem
ber 13, 1937, the high school division at Crescent
Springs ceased in May 1937. Only a six-grade ele
mentary school remained. The Crescent Springs
High School, like its counterparts Piner High
School and Independence High School, be
longed to an era that was passing as more modern

there. The first school was built on Anderson Rd. in

1892. The Crescent Springs Presbyterian Church
was established in 1898, the Crescent Springs Bap
tist Church in 1913, and the St. Joseph Catholic
Church in 1916. A major flood hit Northern Ken
tucky and Cincinnati in 1913, which made it im
possible for residents to reach their places of em
ployment via the railroad. Additional problems
developed in the winter of 1917–1918, when the
area experienced record-breaking temperatures
and excessive snowfall (see Blizzards and Severe
Winter Weather) and those disasters were fol

a semipro baseball team was formed, and a ball field

with grandstands was built near where Buttermilk
Pk. presently crosses I-75. Just before World War
II, railroad service to Crescent Springs was discon
tinued and was replaced by bus service from Cres
cent Springs to Fort Mitchell, where passengers
could catch a streetcar to Covington and Cincin
nati. That bus line later became a part of the Green
Line system.
Crescent Springs formed a volunteer fire depart
ment in 1928–1929 (reorganized in 1932) and built
its first firehouse at Poage Park in 1938. The town was
incorporated as a sixth-class city in 1957, governed
by a mayor and six council members. Construction
of the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Interna
tional Airport and building of the 1-75 expressway
through the area in the early 1960s contributed
greatly to the rapid growth of all of Northern Ken
tucky, including Crescent Springs. Over the years,
the city has grown from a once sleepy farming com
munity to a bustling small city, with a population of

ment of the Kenton County School System." Ad
dress delivered to the Filson Society, Louisville,
Ky., January 14, 1958.

"High School to Be Dedicated," KP, February 25,
1925, 1.

Reis, Jim. "Looking Back on Dixie High," KP, Novem
ber 1, 1999, 4K.

"Two Buildings Are Alike in Inside Setup," KP Sep
tember 3, 1937,9.

"2 County Schools to Open in Kenton, KP, Septem
ber 3, 1937,9.

“Two New High Schools Are Opened by County Di

rector and Start Courses of Study for Two and Four
Years,” KP, September 11, 1916, 1.
CRESTVIEW. When the veterans of World

War II returned home to Northern Kentucky,
many appreciative people wondered what could be
done to provide low-cost home ownership for
them. Several sites were considered for a veterans'

community, but the site finally chosen was a 52
acre parcel at the intersection of Dodsworth Ln.
and Uhl Rd., near Cold Spring in Campbell Co. A
group called the Vet Village Home Builders was
formed and purchased the land on which to build
120 homes. The projected cost of each was $8,750,
with a market value of $11,000. Construction be

gan in spring 1948, and by August a few families
were in their homes. The town was originally
planned to have five streets; a sixth was added later.
In 1950 residents organized a volunteer fire de
partment, adding to the sense of community. In
October of that year, the village's name was
changed from Vets Village to Crestview, and Crest
view was incorporated in November 1950. Camp
bell Circuit Court Judge Ray Murphy appointed
the first officers, who included William Toner as

the mayor and five trustees. Most of the original
veterans are now gone from this sixth-class city,
but tiny Crestview remains a friendly and close
knit community. In 2000 the population was 471.
Reis, Jim, Pieces of the Past. Vol. 3. Covington: Ken
tucky Post, 1994.

CRESTVIEWHILLS. Thelandon which the city
of Crestview Hills now stands was originally part of
a nearly 1,000-acre farm of John Leathers, the father
of John W. Leathers. The Leathers home stood on

the Covington and Lexington Turnpike (now
the Dixie Highway). In September 1863, during
the height of the Civil War, John W. Leathers sold
80 acres of the family farm to Amos Shinkle, a
Covington banker, businessman, and civic leader.
Shinkle built a summer home in about 1866 along
what is now the Dixie Highway, and that house is
today the sole remaining building in Crestview
Hills from that era. The Shinkle house is located
next to the entrance to the Lookout Farms subdivi

sion. Various members of the family continued to
live in the Leathers home until the late 1800s. In

1874,575 acres of the farm became the property of
John B. Casey, when he married the widow of Benja
min W. Leathers. Upon John Casey's death, the land
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CRESTVIEW HiLLS TOWN CENTER

seen the remarkable commercial success of its com

petitors nearby at the Florence Mall. Three anchor
stores had been planned, but the adjacent I-275 in
terchange required more land than first expected,
reducing the number of anchors to two, and thean
ticipated second anchor never arrived. The two
story shopping center had an area of about 475,000
square feet. Many different retailers attempted busi
ness at the location, but none of them had much suc

cess. At the end, Southwestern College, a small busi
ness college, operated out of the mainly vacant
building Dillard's Department Store remained in
the former McAlpin's store. Over the years, the
Crestview Hills Mall's interior hall space became a
popular place for walkers to gather and exercise. At
one time, the Kenton Co. Public Library wanted
to build a branch library on the grounds, before fi
nally deciding instead to build in Erlanger. One ex
pert called the lackluster Crestview Hills Mall the
most underutilized piece of commercial real estate
in Northern Kentucky. In 2002, valued at almost
$12 million for property tax reasons, the declining
mall was owned 50-50 by Dillard's and Dreiseszun
Morgan, a shopping-center developer based in
Shawnee Mission, Kansas.

One of the original homes in the Crestview Hills subdivision, at 21 Winding Way, built by William
and Emma Horstman Hoppenjans, ca. 1925. The photo dates from the mid-20th century

During 2005 the Crestview Hills Town Center,
a project of Jeffrey R. Anderson, of Jeffrey Ander
son Real Estate of Norwood, Ohio, opened on the
site. Anderson demolished the old building and
replaced it with a 60-tenant, open-airlifestyle center
that included almost 20 restaurants. The Anderson

was subdivided into 21 parcels ranging in size from
10 to 80 acres and sold at public auction. Elizabeth
Bungener later acquired 120 acres of the original
farm. When she died, the land was sold to the Ken

ton Development Corporation for creation of the
stately Crestview Hills subdivision, which is located
across the Dixie Highway from the present-day
Crestview Hills Town Center. The company built
a model home in the subdivision, paved several
streets, installed underground utilities, and erected
elaborate brick entrances at the heads of two streets

leading into the development. Kenton Development
Corporation began selling building sites in 1924,
but during the Great Depression very few sales oc
curred. As a result, a subsidiary of the Peoples
Liberty Bank and Trust Company foreclosed on
the property in 1943. The bank sold the remaining
62 acres in the Crestview Hills subdivision to Wil

liam H. Hoppenians. Upon his death, his heirs sold
the land to the Crestview Hills Development Com
pany, which upgraded the subdivision, added new
streets and park areas, and began the sale of the re
maining lots. In September 1975 the last building
site was sold, and the subdivision soon became the
center of wealth and culture in the area.
Crestview Hills had about 200 residents when

it was incorporated as a sixth-class city in October
1951. A mayor and six council members were
named to run the city. The Crestview Hills area re
mained a uniquely residential island in Northern
Kentucky until construction of Thomas More
College in the late 1960s. Subsequently, the city
experienced a building boom, with construction
of the Gieske Subdivision, the College Park Subdi
vision, I-275 (see Expressways), the Crestview

Mall (later replaced by the Crestview Hills Town
Center), the Thomas More Research Park, the Four

Seasons Country Club, the Lookout Farmhousing
development, and the headquarters of the Colum
bia Sussex Corporation.
The city currently has about $400 million dol
lars of taxable real estate and is in excellent financial

condition. Mayor Paul W. Meier and a six-member
city council run the city. Crestview Hills has just
four employees, since most city services are con
tracted out. The city shares police protection with

group mostly owns the new venture, but some
shares are held by Dreiseszun-Morgan. Only Dil
lard's Department Store remained, with its new
two-story building of 180,000 square feet; the total
square footage of the new development is 514,000.
The new center is patterned after Anderson's two
successful Norwood, Ohio, ventures: Rookwood
Commons and Rookwood Pavilion. From a mar

keting point of view, the successful new town cen
ter is aimed at women between ages 25 and 55.

Lakeside Park and fire and ambulance service with

Crowley, Patrick. "Outdoor Mall Could Bring Growth

Fort Mitchelland Edgewood. In 2000, the U.S. Cen
sus Bureaulisted the city with a population of 2,889.

Eigelbach, Kevin."Dillard's Setto Anchora Rookwood

to Crestview Hills," CE, March 8, 2004, B5.

Groth, Dan, Crestview Hills city administrator. Tele

phone interview by lack Wessling, May 9, 2007.
Leathers, John W., III. Personal letter Leathers family
file, Kenton Co. Library, Covington, Ky.
Reis, Jim. "Crestview Hills Marks Half-Century of
Growth," KP September, 2001, 4K.

. "Leathers Family Member Made Mark in State
Politics and Real Estate Deals." KP, November, 4.

Type Center," KP, November 12, 2003, IK.
Kreimer, Peggy. "Mall's Menu: Restaurants," KP De
cember 13, 2002, 1K.
. "Walkers Lament Loss of Mall," KP, November
25, 2003, IK.

Paeth, Greg. "Location, Location, Location," KP June
28, 2003, IK.

Steitzer, Stephennie. "Mall Redevelopment Includes
Tax Deal," KP. March 9, 2004, IK.

1991, 4K.

CRESTVIEW HILLS TOWN CENTER. The

Crestview Hills Town Center, located along the east
side of the Dixie Highway (U.S. 25), just south of
I-275 in Crestview Hills, began its commercialliſeas
the Crestviews Mall (later Crestview Hills Mall) in

1979. For many years before the mall opened, a real
estate development sign promised passersby that a
shopping mall was coming to the 495-acre site. Its
original anchor store was McAlpins, a department
store chain based in Cincinnati. That firm wanted a

share of the Northern Kentucky market, having

CRISTO REY PARISH. Cristo Rey parish, the
only Spanish-speaking Roman Catholic parish in
Northern Kentucky, was established on July 11,
2004, by Bishop Roger Foys. It was the first new
parishin the 14-county Diocese of Covington since
1989. The name is Spanish for "Christ the King."
The Cristo Reyparish serves the Hispanic commu
nity, which is made up of immigrants from Mex
ico, Guatemala, Honduras, Puerto Rico, the Do

minican Republic, and Cuba.
The idea for the Cristo Rey parish originated in
1997 when Foys's predecessor, Bishop Robert

CROSSWHITE, ADAM

Muench, became aware of growing numbers of His
panic parishioners and created the Hispanic Minis

tries outreach program for Covington's Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption. In 10 years Latinos
in the diocese increased by 235 percent, from 1,665
in 1990 to 5,574 in 2000. Experts agree that the true
number is much larger yet, since census numbers
typically underrepresent immigrants.
Rev. John Cahill is the pastor of Cristo Rey's
400 parishioners. Masses are celebrated every
day except Fridays in a 375-seat hall at the Cov
ington Diocese's former Catholic Center in Er
langer, which is a temporary location. The perma
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moved into a new meetinghouse in Crittenden.
Rev. Thomas Henderson started the Baptist
Church at The Wells. After his death it was reorga
nized in Crittenden as the Crittenden Baptist

12 students. The high school graduated its last class
in 1953, beginning that fall, high school students
attended the new Grant Co. High School at Dry
Ridge. The first eightgrades at the Crittenden School

Church. In 1881 ex-slaves established and built a

continued to use the old facilities until the seventh

Christian Church on a lot donated by the people of

and eight grades were moved to the new Grant Co.
Middle School, also at Dry Ridge. The first six grades

Crittenden. In 1895 two of this church's trustees,

Willis Jones and Isaac Tone, deeded a part of a lot
to open a school in what came to be known as Col
ored School District B. The church remained open
until the early 1980s, when most of the members
had died or moved.

Over a period of time, much of the area called

were moved to the new Crittenden–Mount Zion

Elementary School, built in 1973 on the Crittenden–
Mount Zion Rd. south of Crittenden.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
“Twelve Graduated by Crittenden High School," KP

nent location will also be in Boone Co., because

The Wells became included in the town of Critten

that is where Northern Kentucky's Hispanic popu
lation is growing most rapidly.
Programs offered by Cristo Rey include sacra
mental education, preparation for marriage, and
parenting programs, as well as one-day retreats.
Cristo Rey's comprehensive outreach program for
immigrants, Centro de Amistad, brings together
many common resources such as social workers,
the Covington diocese's Catholic Charities, the
Area Health Education Center, immigration law
yers, and volunteers. The program offers classes in
English, Spanish, GED test preparation, citizen
ship, credit, carpentry, and home buying.

den. Other than the Henderson-Rouse tavern,

John B. Conrad

which became a private residence, all the busi
nesses in The Wells appear to have closed by 1900.
The Violet Ridge Church of Christ was organized
in 1972 with 30 members. It has enjoyed a steady
growth in membership and occupied a new build

CROPPER, CARROLL L. (b. May 19, 1897, near
Burlington, Ky., d. February 4, 1976, Burlington,
Ky). Carroll Lee Cropper, a Boone Co. judge, was

Diocese of Covington Archives, Erlanger, Ky.
Tony Llamas

CRITTENDEN. Crittenden, a city located on the
border of Kenton and Grant counties along U.S. 25
(Dixie Highway), was preceded by a community
on the Dry Ridge Trace, immediately to the south,
known as The Wells. The focal point of this first
community was Reed's Tavern, operated by Archi
bald Reed, who was a Campbell Co. magistrate in
1795 when the area was a part of that county. Just
to the west of Reed's Tavern was the Lebanon Pres

byterian Church, founded in 1796, the second
church established in the area that became Grant
Co. in 1820.

The Crittenden community started to develop

ing in 1980.
The Bullock Pen Water District and its 134-a

cre lake west of town supplies water to Crittenden
and the northern part the county. A pipeline ex
tending southward also supplies water to Dry
Ridge's water system.
Among the most noted people from Crittenden
are three brothers, John Uri Lloyd, Nelson Ash
ley Lloyd, and Curtis Gates Lloyd. The three were
all highly respected pharmacists, involved in devel
oping new medicines from plants and herbs, and at
tained international recognition for their work. John
Uri Lloyd was also a famous author. The youngest of
the brothers, Curtis Gates Lloyd (1859–1926), estab
lished the Lloyd Library in Cincinnati and the
Botanical Park and Wildlife Refuge on the outskirts
of Crittenden. A part of this area serves the public
today as a Grant Co. park. Crittenden is enjoying
unprecedented growth and development with the
opening of new subdivisions and the associated
residential construction. Businesses serving the in
creased population are being established as needed.
In 2000 the city of Crittenden had a population of
2,401.

June 6, 1927, 1.

the son of Woodford Lee and Anna"Birdie" G. Kirt

ley Cropper. He graduated from Burlington High
School in 1916 and then attended the University of
Kentucky School of Agriculture in Lexington. Fol
lowing service in the army during World War I, he
married Kathryn Brown of Burlington. Cropper
worked as a bank cashier, eventually becoming vice
president of the Peoples Deposit Bank in Boone Co.
In 1934 he was elected to the state legislature repre
senting Boone and Grant counties. In the 1930s,
Cropper served as acting Boone Co. judge when
Judge Nathaniel E. Riddell was unable to attend
meetings. When Riddell died in September 1942 be
fore completing his term, Cropper was appointed
judge for the remainder of the term; he was then
elected county judge in 1943 and served for the next
20 years, until 1962. From 1942 to 1950, with no
court aides, Cropper handled all fiscal court matters
and road complaints himselfand presided over both
domesticandjuvenile courts. During his tenure, the
population of Boone Co. increased from 10,000 to
25,000 and the development of the Cincinnati/
Northern Kentucky International Airport be
gan. Cropper was instrumental in the creation of
Big Bone Lick State Park and the construction of

in 1819. It was located a mile north of The Wells on

land owned by William Sanders, who had opened a
stagecoach stop on the newly developed Coving
ton and Lexington Turnpike (on the crest of the
dry ridge). By 1826 the community also included a
tavern operated by Charles Sechrist, a carding mill
owned by Henry Sayers, and a newly formed Chris
tian Church. In 1829 John W. Finley bought 400

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.

I-275. He was one of only four men to hold the office

of judge-executive in Boone Co. between 1901 and

U.S. Census Bureau. “American Fact Finder. Data Set.

1982. The Carroll C. Cropper Bridge in Boone

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent
Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
January 25, 2006).
John B. Conrad

Co. was dedicated in 1977, completing the vital in
terstate link between Kentucky and Indiana. Crop
per died in 1976 and was buried in the Bullittsburg
Baptist Church Cemetery.

acres of Sanderssland that included all four of these

CRITTENDEN HIGH SCHOOL. The Critten

Becher, Matthew E., Michael A. Rouse, Robert Schrage,

sites. In 1831 Finley attempted to incorporate the

den High School, one of the four original high
schools in Grant Co., opened in fall 1908 in one
room of the two-story frame public school build
ing at Crittenden. A new two-story brick building,
erected in front of the old frame building, had four
rooms on the first floor for the elementary grades,
and the second floor was used for the high school.
The Crittenden High School graduated its first class
in 1911, consisting of one student, Jessie Crutcher.
Thereafter, increased enrollment required construc

area and name it Sanders, but he could not do so

because another town in Kentucky already had that
name. Instead, the community was incorporated
under the name Crittenden in 1837; it was the sec
ond of the four towns in Grant Co. that remain in

corporated. The new town's first trustees were
George Buckner, Ephriam Carter, John W. Fenley,
Gustavious Fisher, and James Hudson.

Today's Crittenden Presbyterian Church was
begun in The Wells in 1842. Many of its members
came from the Lebanon Presbyterian Church. In
1846 the Presbyterian Church located at The Wells

and Laurie Wilcox. Images of America: Burling
ton. Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia, 2004.

Remlinger, Connie. "Judge Cropper. Million Dollars
in Memories," KP. July 20, 1974,9.
Matthew E. Becher

CROSSWHITE, ADAM (b. October 17, 1799,

Bourbon Co., Ky., d. January 23, 1878, Marshall,
Mich). Adam Crosswhite was a fair-skinned mu

latto slave who successfully escaped from his owner

tion of an addition on the north end of the build

in Bourbon Co. His father was a white slave owner

ing to house vocational agriculture and home eco
nomics classes. In 1927 the graduating class totaled

ces Crosswhite. Ownership of Adam shifted to Fran

named Powers, who was a halfbrother of Miss Fran
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CSX

ces Crosswhite through the will of her father, Isaac
Crosthwaite (later spelled Crosswhite), on January
28, 1811. Frances married Ned Stone, who sold Adam
Crosswhite for $200, and in 1819 Adam was traded

to Francis Giltner, a planter in Bourbon Co. There,
Adam married Sarah in a slave ceremony and raised
four children, John Anthony, Benjamin Franklin,
Cyrus Jackson, and Lucretia. Before 1830 Giltner
moved the entire family and his slaves to Hunters
Bottom in Carroll Co. along the Ohio River.
In August 1843 Adam Crosswhite learned that
Giltner planned to sell part of Crosswhite's family.
Crosswhite sought help from the Underground
Railroad organization in Madison, Ind. As run
away slaves, and after having two narrow escapes
using the newly organized safe routes through In
diana, the Crosswhites managed to escape to Mar
shall, a town in south central Michigan. There,
Adam maintained a low profile. He worked, built a
cabin, and became accepted in the village.
In response to the increased number of run
away slaves through the 1840s, slave owners in the
north central river counties and the bluegrass of
Kentucky sought to recover their financial invest

The Kentuckianswere furious, and several slave

owner meetings were held. Citizens of Trimble and
Carroll counties, led by Moses Hoagland of Hunters
Bottom, met at Kings Tavern on February 10 and
drew up three resolutions demanding that the Ken
tucky legislature call upon its U.S. senators and con

gressmen to pass federal legislation giving slave

In December 1846, acting on intelligence gath
ered by the spy, Francis Troutman, the grandson of
a former owner of Adam Crosswhite and a nephew

owners redress and imprisoning and fining those
who enticed, harbored, or aided runaway slaves.
By June 1847, Michigan newspapers along the
southern tier were equally outraged that Kentucky
posses were seizing fugitives in a free state whose
citizens detested slavery. In August 1847 alarge Ken
tuckyraidled by Boone Co., Ky., slaveowners George
W. Brazier and Benjamin Stevens was repulsed from
Cass Co. after attempting to recapture several former
slaves (see Slavery—The Kentucky Raid).
The legislative wheels were set in motion. Jo
seph Underwood's report and resolutions from the
Kentucky legislature were sent to the U.S. Senate
on December 20, 1847, and in May 1848 Senator
Andrew P. Butler of South Carolina printed his
report favoring strong federal sanctions against
persons who aided runaway slaves; 10,000 copies
were distributed. Momentum built for passage of
the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act, which made it manda
tory for U.S. marshals to seize runaway slaves, for
representatives of the slave owner to identify the
runaways, and for severe fines to be levied on all
those aiding and harboring fugitive slaves. Henry
Clay, a personal friend of Francis Giltner, proposed
a clause mandating restitution of property to
southerners reclaiming runaway slaves.
Attorney Francis Troutman returned to Mich
igan in May 1848 to gather evidence and press
charges against those who aided the Crosswhite
family. On June 1, 1848, in Detroit, Justice McLane

of Francis Giltner, went to Calhoun Co., Mich.,

of the federal bench heard Giltner vs. Gorham

posing as a schoolteacher seeking a place to settle.
He hired local deputy sheriff Harvey Dixon to pose
as a census taker to scout the Crosswhite family. On
January 20, 1847, Troutman reappeared at Marshall

et al. McLane instructed the jury to ignore their
attitudes toward slavery and decide the case based
only on the plaintiffs' right to the services of the
fugitives and therefore the right to obtain financial
redress. The first trial jury hung and was dis
charged on June 12. A second trial was held, and
the jury awarded Giltner $1,926 in damages and
heavy court costs, for a total of about $4,500. Zach
ariah Chandler, a leading antislavery Whig in De
troit, paid the greater part of the fine. Juryman
Philo Dibble, a resident of Marshall, was publicly
chastised from the pulpit by his Presbyterian min
ister for his participation in the verdict.
Northern reaction to passage of the 1850 Fugi
tive Slave Act was swift. By 1854 Indiana, Michi
gan, and Ohio had formed significant Republican
parties that were obtaining antislavery majorities
in their state legislative bodies, sending antislav
ery congressmen and senators to Washington,
and, by 1860, giving Abraham Lincoln the presi
dential candidacy.
The Crosswhite family, with a new daughter,

ments. In 1846 a coalition of slave owners met in

Covington and hired a spy to ferret out runaway
slaves in southern Michigan. In late fall 1846, this
spy, who called himself Carpenter, arrived in Mar
shall and in Cass Co. Masquerading as an aboli
tionist from Worcester, Mass., he visited the homes

of free people of color. The information he gath
ered led to two major raids by Kentuckians, the
earliest at Marshall in Calhoun Co., and the sec
ond in Cass Co.

with three other Kentuckians, William Franklin

Ford, David Giltner, and James S. Lee, and, accom

panied by Deputy Sheriff Dixon, went to the Cross
whitecabin. There they attempted to capture Adam,
but he and his son Johnson fled through a cornfield;
Crosswhite accompanied Deputy Sheriff Dixon to
secure counsel, and Troutman stayed in the Cross
white cabin with drawn pistol as several neighbors
attempted to enter the house, one of whom, a Mr.
Hackett, was assaulted by Troutman.
When Dixon returned, he charged Troutman
with assault and battery on Hackett and with tres
passing and housebreaking. Troutman paid $100
in fines the next day in the local court before Judge
Randall Hobart. Meanwhile, the townspeople hid
the Crosswhite family in the attic of George Inger
soll's mill. Isaac Jacobs, the hostler at the Marshall

House, hired a team and covered wagon, and on
the night of January 27, Ingersoll and Asa B. Cook
drove the Crosswhite family to Jackson, where they
boarded a train to Detroit. George De Baptiste, the
former Underground Railroad leader at Madison,

Frances, born in 1848 in Canada, returned to Mar

shall, Mich., after the Civil War; in 1878 Adam

Crosswhite died and was buried in the Oakridge
Cemetery in Marshall. In 1923 Michigan erected a

Ind., met the Crosswhites in Detroit and took them

bronze marker set in a stone boulder near the old

into Canada.

Crosswhite cabin. The marker commemorates the

runaway slave from Carroll Co., Ky., and the role of
the people of Marshall in repulsing the Kentucky
posse.
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CSX. CSX Transportationistherailroad-operating
arm of CSX Corporation, a holding company cre
ated in 1980 to assume control of the Chessie Sys
tem and the Seaboard Coast Line Industries.

The Chessie System controlled railroads including
the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad (C&O),
which passed through Northern Kentucky, and
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad (B&O), which
did not. Seaboard Coast Line Industries controlled

the Louisville and Nashville Railroad (L&N).
In 1997 the CSX and Norfolk Southern (NS)

railroads, after each failed in their attempts at hos
tile takeovers of Conrail (the merged New York
Central and Pennsylvania railroads), split Conrail
into two parts. CSX took control of 40 percent and
NS took the remainder. Both former components
of Conrail had provided east-west service through
Cincinnati.

CSX's major railroad yard in the Cincinnati area
is Queensgate, which consolidated the L&N's De
Coursey Yard in Kenton Co. and the C&O's Stevens
Yard in Campbell Co. CSX's corporate name was
created by taking the Cfrom Chessie and the Sfrom
Seaboard and adding an X to indicate improved
multiplied service as a result of their merger. CSX is
based in Jacksonville, Fla.; from there it controls the

movement of each train throughout its system.
For legal reasons having to do with leasehold
agreements, many of the component railroads that
made up CSX continued in existence long after the
1980 merger. In 1980 CSX began to paint the en
gines and rollingstockofits component railroads in
CSX colors and reporting marks, regardless of the
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equipment's particular corporate ownership. Today,
some of the railroads merged into CSX continue to
retain a separatelegal corporate existence.

and was buried at Holy Cross Cemetery in Culver
City, Calif. He was survived by his wife, Ruth Sulli

CSX Corporation. CSX Corporation Annual Reports

“Dick Curtis," NYT, January 4, 1952,40.
“Dick Curtis,” Variety, January 9, 1952.

for 1990 to 2004, CSX Corporation, Jacksonville,

van Curtis, an actress of the silent-film era.

Fla.

Drury, George H. The Train Watcher's Guide to

Michael R. Sweeney

North American Railroads. Waukesha, Wis.; Ka
lmbach Books, 1992.

CURTIS GATES LLOYD WILDLIFE AREA.

The Historical Guide to North American Railroads.

This wildlife area, located on farmland outside

2nded. Waukesha, Wis.; Kalmbach Books, 2000.

Crittenden in Grant Co., had its beginning in 1910
when Curtis Gates Lloyd obtained the 324 acres
of land. It was later named the Lloyd Library Bo
tanicalGardensand Arboretum, and the expanded
property is currently called the Curtis Gates Lloyd
Wildlife Area. Lloyd loved the Crittenden area, and
his love of the place showed in his farm. He planted
flower gardens with many kinds of flowers and
made the property's Woodland Grove a place for
families to picnic and enjoy gatherings. It has been
the site of many graduation parties. Also on the
farm are two 20-acre tracts of virgin timber, known

Charles H. Bogart
CULL. Cull in Owen Co. is in New Liberty Pre
cinct along Ky. Rt. 1761, five miles west of Owenton
and three miles south of New Liberty, near where
the waters of Panther Lick and Big Twin intersect.
The community began as a grocery store and post
office operated by Dave Cull and his sister Annie.
Many persons in that area had the surname Cull.
The Cull post office closed in 1907, and thereafter
mail was trucked in from Sanders in adjoining

as the Old Growth Forest. Concerned about the

Lake, 1883.

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,
1976.

CURTIS, DICK (b. Richard Dye, May 11, 1902,
Newport, Ky; d. January 2, 1952, Los Angeles, Ca
lif). Movie actor Richard Dye was the son of Frank
and Elizabeth Faulkner Dye. At age 16 he made his
film debut as an extra in the 1918 feature movie The

Unpardonable Sin. Assuming the screen name of
Dick Curtis, he became known for his heavily wrin
kled face, high cheekbones, and shifty eyes. Curtis
was cast as a sailor in the original King Kong (1933).
He became a classic bad guy, appearing in more
than 200 movies during his career. He was a famil

property's upkeep, Lloyd drew up a 27-page docu
ment detailing specific points of maintenance.
After Lloyd's death, the land was put into a
trust at Central Trust Bank in Cincinnati. On

May 25, 1965, the land was deeded to the Ken
tucky Department of Fish and Wildlife to be de
veloped as a wildlife refuge. After that depart
ment purchased additional land, today the area
consists of 1,179 acres. A clubhouse was built and

a fishing lake was created. The property was dedi
cated July 24, 1966.
There are skeet, trap, archery, and pistol ranges.
The fishing lake's handicapped-accessible pier
was the first in the state. There are also walking
trails that go through the Old Growth Forest. In
the Old Growth Forest stands the tombstone that

Lloyd erected to himself before his death. After he
died and was cremated, his ashes were scattered

iar character in B westerns such as The Lion's Den
over the forest.

(1935), Wildcat Trooper (1936), Colorado Trail
(1938), and Taming of the West (1939). His most

Curtis Gates Lloyd Collection, Lloyd Library, series

noted role was his portrayal of the cold-blooded,

10, Crittenden Farm, boxes 23–26, folders639–758,

revenge-seeking Mitch Crew in producer's Bill El

Cincinnati.

liot's Across the Sierras (1941). Curtis also had a

flair for slapstick, appearing in several Columbia
Pictures comedy shorts, often with the Three
Stooges. In the Stooges' 1946 short Three Trouble
doers, aparody on B westerns, Curtis played the vil
lain. His last film was My Six Convicts (1952), in
which he played a prison guard; the film had not yet
been released at the time of his death. He was also
one of the founders of Pioneertown, a 32,000-acre

movieranch, home, resort, and dude ranch develop
ment two hours east of Los Angeles in Yucca Valley.
Many westerns have been filmed there since the late
1940s. His partners in Pioneertown were Gene Au
try and Roy Rogers. Curtis died of brain cancer in
1952 at Cedars of Lebanon Hospital in Los Angeles

out in May 1846. Cutter organized a company of
volunteers and was elected captain.
Cutter became well known in Covington after
arriving there in 1840 with his new bride, Frances
Ann Denny Drake (Mrs. Alexander Drake), the
widow of nationally known actor Alexander Drake.
Born in New England, Cutter moved to Indiana,
where he learned law and was elected to the state

Carroll Co.

An Atlas of Owen County, Kentucky. Philadelphia:
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Grant Co. Deed Book, book 101, p. 318, William
stown, Ky.
“Nature Lover Adopts Town of Crittenden,” Fal
mouth Outlook, December 5, 1924, 1.

Rankin, Bob. “C.G. Lloyd Preserved the Outdoors He
Loved," KE, July 25, 1966, 2.

Reis, Jim. "Younger Lloyd Brother an Eccentric Whose
Love of Nature Lives in Legend," KP September 10,
1990, 4K.

Edna Marie Cummins

CUTTER, GEORGE W. (b. ca. 1809, Massachu

setts; d. December 25, 1865, Washington, D.C.).
Covington lawyer and activist George W. Cutter
was among the thousands of men who volunteered
for military service when the Mexican War broke

legislature in 1838, serving two terms. While in the
legislature, he met and courted Frances; their wed
ding on January 23, 1840, was conducted by Rev.
Henry Ward Beecher. In the same year, Cutter pub
lished his first book of poetry, Elskatawa; or, The
Moving Fires, and Other Poems. In Covington,
the couple lived in the Drake house, subsequently
known as the Cutter house; George Cutter prac
ticed law and was involved in causes including tem
perance, public health, and politics.
Cutter's war record was mixed. The majority of
his company mutinied and refused to serve under
him because of his tyrannical conduct. The men
returned to duty only through the intervention of
Maj. John P. Gaines of Boone Co. Cutter appar
ently acquitted himself well on the battlefield. At
the renowned Battle of Buena Vista in February
1847, he participated in an ill-timed charge by the
Kentucky Volunteers. Fresh Mexican reserves
mauled the attack, and among the casualties was
the regiment's second in command, Lt. Col. Henry
Clay Jr. The mortally wounded Clay entrusted his
pistols to Cutter for return to Clay's father, the
famed Henry Clay. After this battle Cutter penned
one of his most famous poems, “Buena Vista.”
Cutter petitioned newly elected president and
fellow Kentuckian Zachary Taylor for a govern
ment appointment after the war, reportedly covet
ing a post as minister to Morocco. Taylor's un
timely death spoiled this effort, though Cutter did
receive an offer of a law clerkship in the Treasury
Department. His acceptance of this position ap
parently led to estrangement from his wife and ul
timately to divorce. While in Washington, D.C., he
continued to publish poetry.
Cutter then disappeared from the historical re
cord until December 1865, when an acquaintance
discovered him in Providence Hospital in Wash
ington, D.C., suffering from an unstated illness.
Cutter died at the hospitallater that month and was
buried in Washington's Congressional Cemetery.
Throughout his life, George W. Cutter published
numerous poems in newspapers and journals and
collected many poems into volumes sold by sub
scription. His most famous poem was "The Song of
Steam, a paean to the steam technology gains of the
1820s and 1830s. This poem ultimately proved so
popular that it remained in publication into the 20th
century.

Herrmann, R. Timothy, B. Michael McCormick, and
Robert T. Rhode. “George W. Cutter: America's
Poet Warrior"JKS 18 (September 2001):74–82.

DAIRIES. Because Northern Kentucky has a
strong agricultural tradition, it is not surprising
that an estimated 500 dairies operated in the re
gion before 1920. In addition, individual farms
(see Truck Farming), working on a smaller scale,
supplied dairies with dairy produce.
The regional daily demand for dairy products
to be pasteurized, homogenized, and refrigerated
is what sustained such alarge number of dairies. As
the region's population grew, and as milk produc
tion became more regulated and industrialized,
many of the dairies—their names now lost—were
bought out or merged with larger ones.
By the 1920s, 54 dairies operated in Northern
Kentucky. No documented history indicates which
one was the first to become an independent busi
ness. However, the Trauth Dairy in Newport can
claim to be the only remaining milk plant in
Northern Kentucky. It was established in 1920,
when Louis Trauth and his wife Clara Stephany
Trauth bought one milk route from Fred Schuer
man's Dairy Schuerman's farm was located where
the Newport Shopping Center is today; and
Trauth continues to expand its operations to this
day around the intersection of 11th and Mon
mouth Sts. in Newport, just to the north of the
shopping center.
Besides Trauth Dairy, Campbell Co. was home
to companies such as Sealtest (Newport) and Clo
ver Leaf Dairy. Clover Leaf, founded by Emmert J.
Marschman in about 1915 on Johns Hill Rd. in

Cold Spring, later opened its processing plant in
Newport. Beginning with a store in Fort Thomas
in 1937, Clover Leaf's "dairybars" were precursors
to modern convenience stores, selling milk and
dairy products as well as deli and grocery items.
Their popularity was evidenced in 1956 when the
brand new Newport Shopping Center included a
Clover Leaf Dairy Bar. Also in Campbell Co. were
George B. Moock's dairy farm on Moock Rd. in
Southgate and the associated processing plant
called Hiland Dairy in Newport; Jansing Dairy in
Wilder, at Licking Pk and Three Mile Rd., Feld
mann Dairy on Licking Pk. (Feldmann's dairy
barn later served as the Wilder police station); and
Jersey Farms Dairy in Fort Thomas, purchased by
Clover Leaf in 1952. The H. Meyer Dairy Company
of Cincinnatipurchased the Clover Leafmilk pro
cessing plant in Newport in the mid-1970s, and in
1984 Trauth Dairy bought Clover Leaf's ice cream
facility.
In Kenton Co., Buttermilk Pk, in Crescent

Springs and Villa Hills was lined with dairy farms,
and they remained until I-75 was constructed dur
ing the 1960s. Local legend has it that Buttermilk
Pk. was so named not only because of the large
number of dairies but also because transporting
milk over the bumpy dirt road on a humid day
would churn the milk and turn it into buttermilk.

Dairy, located on Dudley Rd. in Edgewood, sold its
milk to local producers and stayed in operation
until 1987. The Rehkamp Dairy on the Three-L
Highway (LLL), which started as a distributor,
eventually became a full-service dairy.
The Steenken family owned two dairies in Fort
Mitchell. Their dairy on Highland Ave. produced
milk that was sold to processing plants. The family
also contracted to milk cows for other farms, since

there were enough family members to provide the
manual labor needed to milk cows twice daily.
A number of dairies were located in Coving
ton. The Trenkamp Dairy operated on W. 11th St.
until the 1950s, and the Hanneken Dairy, which
bought out the Steffen Dairy, was headquartered at
624 Scott St. The Hanneken family partnered with
the Rehkamps and relocated to 533 Pike St. (now
533 Goetta Pl) in what is now Glier's Goetta, for

merly part of the Bavarian Brewing Company
Clover Leaf Dairy bought the Hanneken Dairy in
July 1964. Also in Covington was the French Bauer
Dairy Products Company, a cooperative offarmers.
The Latonia Springs Dairy, named after the de
funct Latonia Springs resort and located along
the Three-L Highway (LLL) in what is now Fort
Wright, was operated by the Ratermann family.
According to Bob Ratermann, the Latonia Springs
Dairy farm included as many as 113 head of cattle,
which had to be milked twice daily (4:00 a.m. and
4:00 p.m.). The Ratermanns, along with their
cousins the Summes, had a processing plant called
Summe and Ratermann Company at 224 E. 20th
St. in Covington; it later added the Latonia Springs

In the 1880s this area had severaldairies, including
the Echo Dairy, run by Joseph Cleveland; the Thirs
Dairy, operated by Amos Collins; and two dairies
owned by Col. J. G. Anderson, one of which was
known as the List Dairy.
The city of Edgewood was developed from

brand name. Charles Summe, a descendant, re

lands acquired by the sale of dairy farms, including

called that most dairies had two kinds of cows,

the Edgewood Dairy Farm, owned by the Requardt
family. The Summit Hills Golf and Country
Club in Edgewood was once the Hartke Dairy,
and the country club's original clubhouse had pre
viously been the dairy's two-story barn. The Foltz

Holstein cows because they produced volume and
Jersey cows because they produced more milk but
terfat. Milk was bought based on the amount of
butterfat and the weight of the milk. Often milk
from the Jersey cows and the Holstein cows would
be mixed to get the right percentage offat. This was
most important in the production of ice cream.
Summe stated that the initial step in a purchase
was to smell the milk, to make sure it did not smell
like the wild onions that the cows often ate. Once it

passed the "smell test," the milk would be tested for
fat content and tasted for sweetness. Summe added

that before the invention of dry ice and refrigera
tion, milk could be easily stored beyond daily us
age in the winter, but in the summer milk was

harder to store; it was often preserved by placing
containers of it in the cool water of a well. The

Summe and Ratermann Dairy closed in 1965,
three years after selling its milk delivery routes to
Clover Leaf Dairy.
In the twentieth century, many dairies were
not full-service but carried out only a part of the
larger production process. For instance, one dairy
farm would raise cows and sell the milk to a local

processing plant. That plant, after processing was
completed, would either label and distribute the
milk or sell it to another distributor. Some dairies

Theodore Joseph Hanneken of Hanneken Dairy (purchaser of the Steffen Dairy Company), 624
Scott St., Covington. To the right is the Packard automobile dealership of Louie Meyer.

only shipped milk under their labels, while other
dairy farmers sometimes contracted with mem
bers of their families to do milking at a neighbor's
dairy farm.
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In 1928 the Carnation Milk Company arrived
in Maysville, and for several decades it canned milk
there; and in Owenton the Kraft Company ran a
cheese factory for several years. Canning milk and
making cheese were efficient ways of making use of
excess milk production, and the end product could
be easily stored.
Historically, dairy farming was an important
component of Northern Kentucky's agriculture,
providing milk, cheese, and butter to a growing
urban population. Horse-drawn milk wagons, and

Windsor, Canada, when interviewed by a re
porter for a Detroit, Mich., newspaper. Daly's

Samuel Fearn (1766–1828) (the father of Samuel

air. The UGRR agent would then shoot his revolver
in response. By the time Daly arrived at the Indi
ana shore, his white friend would be ready and
would take charge of the runaways.
It was well known that Samuel Fearn enjoyed
hunting and had several hunting dogs always run
ning through the house and farm. But for a slave to

later mechanized trucks, delivered bottled milk

Sr.) and his oldest son, George (1796–1869), arrived

have access to a revolver and ammunition was re

and dairy products door-to-door to residences in

in 1803 in Hunter's Bottom, a 10-mile stretch of

cities and suburbs. Metal milkboxes could be seen

Ohio River bottomland between Canip and Lo
cust creeks. Samuel Fearn Sr., the family's fourth

markable. Moreover, the sound of gunshots in the
middle of the Ohio River at night would have car
ried to both shores. If the Indiana UGRR agent

child, was born at Hunter's Bottom in 1806 and

heard it, the Fearns would have heard it also. There

married Elizabeth Owen in 1826. George and Sam
uel Fearn together owned about 1,000 acres along
the banks of the Ohio River, straddling the Carroll
and Trimble county line, but Samuel Sr.'s main in
come came from his gristmill and packet steam
ship businesses in Milton, on the Kentucky side of
the Ohio River opposite Madison, Ind. He also
purchased timberland in Jackson Co., Ind., on the
White River. George Fearn speculated in land
along the wharfarea in Madison and along the In

fore, it has been suggested locally that the Fearn
brothers tacitly, if not actively, approved of Daly's
aiding runaway slaves.
Daly said that he was happy in his circum
stances and had no plans to escape, but then his
wife Kitty unexpectedly died. Richard was con
cerned about hischildren and asked Mrs. Hoagland
(Sarah Payne of Lexington) to keep them in Hunt
er's Bottom, and she agreed. However, a short time
later, the Hoagland daughter married a doctor
and moved to Louisville. She asked for Mary, the
oldest Daly daughter, to go with her permanently.
When Richard Daly learned that his family was
to be separated, he went to pick up all four chil
dren. They crossed the Ohio River and took the
Madison UGRR route north through Indiana.
Daly said that they rode horses northward, ac
companied successively by two sets of UGRR
agents, one from twilight to midnight and an
other from midnight to dawn. The family slept in
various farmhouses until they reached Michigan.
There, they boarded the Michigan Central Rail
road to Detroit and crossed over the ferry to

on porches and stoops throughout the region. Sub
urbanization, the popularity of automobiles, and
the building of grocery supermarkets spelled the
end of an era in dairy farming and milk delivery.
One truck farming family evidenced the trends.
John Boh (1881–1975) operated a 49-acre truck
farm on Buttermilk Pk. that, in the post-World
War II era, was subdivided into one of Villa Hills's

early subdivisions. His son George Boh (1912–
2003), was born on the Bramlage dairy farm on
Turkeyfoot Rd., where Thomas More College is
now located. After his marriage, George Boh in
herited a small farm on Highland Pk. in Fort
Wright, which also became a post-World War II
subdivision. Having grown up on a labor-intensive
farm, he was ambitious to cultivate larger fields—
with tractors and without horses. He moved his

family to a farm of more than 100 acres on old
Price Pk. (now Turfway Rd.) in Boone Co. and en
gaged in dairy, grain, and tobacco farming. The
family milked some 30–40 cows by machine and
shipped the milk to the Summe and Ratermann
Dairy, originally in 10-gallon cans and later in
tanks. Other families who moved from small op
erations to larger farms in Boone Co. included dis
placed and ambitious Kenton Co. truck and dairy
farmers named Foltz, Brueggeman, Kunkel, and
Gripshover. When the Cincinnati/Northern Ken
tucky International Airport bought the Boh farm
in 1977, the farm had been enlarged to more than
200 acres, much of it used for grazing milk cows.
Finally, the family bought a 500-acre farm along
the Ohio River in Boone Co., not far from Rabbit

Hash, where they raise soybeans and corn rather
than dairy cows.
"As Other Dairies Vanish, Trauth Company Ex
pands, CP, July 31, 1984, 11B.
Boh, John. Interview by Paul Tenkotte, December 26,
2008, Covington, Ky.

Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,
Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
Reis, Jim. Pieces of the Past. Vols. 2, 3, Covington:
Kentucky Post, 1991, 1994.
Summe, Charles. Interview by Gabrielle Summe,
May and June 2006, Covington, Ky.
Gabrielle Summe

DALY, RICHARD (dates and places of birth and
death unknown). Although Richard Daly's birth
and death dates, like those of many Kentucky
slaves, are unknown, he was still alive in 1894 in

four children were born between 1840 and 1850

in Hunter's Bottom, Carroll Co., Ky. His oldest
daughter, Mary, was listed as being age 17 in the
1860 Detroit census.

In the 1850s Richard Daly, his brother Joe Daly,
and Tom Owen were slaves owned by Samuel
Fearn Sr. at Hunter's Bottom. The Fearn family
came to Kentucky from Buckingham Co., Va.

diana shoreline on the east side of Madison. The

two Fearn brothers were quite wealthy. Samuel
Fearn had three slaves; George, a bachelor, owned
four or five slaves. The Fearn family history states
that George Fearn had become an ardent Method
ist and emancipated all of his slaves in his will.
George was so pro-Union and so openly opposed
to slavery that horses were stolen from his farm in a
targeted attack by Confederate raiders during the
Civil War.

In his 1894 interview, Richard Daly referred to
Samuel and George Fearn as "kind,” and it appeared
that Daly had many advantages over other slaves in
the region. He lived in a brick house behind the
main Samuel Fearn homestead and was permitted
to take produce to market in Madison, Ind., in or
der to earn money to purchase his freedom. Fur
thermore, Samuel Fearn had set an extremely low
purchase price, $100, for Daly's freedom, although
comparable prices for slaves of his age and ability
were well above $800–$900. Daly claimed that by
1856 he had already saved $100 “in his pocket.”
Fearn, like many of the Hunter's Bottom slave
owners, allowed frequent conjugal visits by Rich
ard to his wife, Kitty, a house servant owned by
Moses Hoagland (see Hoagland Family), who
lived east of the Fearns along the Ohio River to
ward Carrollton. Richard and Kitty had four living
children, who by law and custom were owned by
Moses Hoagland.
But the most unusual fact about Richard Daly
was that he had worked actively in the Under
ground Railroad (UGRR) for some years. He
stated that he had ferried 30 fugitive slaves across

method of signaling his friend, a white leader of
the UGRR (probably John Carr) was also highly
unusual. Daly said that he would row into the mid
dle of the Ohio River and shoot a revolver into the

Windsor, Canada.

In Canada, Daly worked feeding cattle for a
man named Hiram Walker, who exported live
stock to Great Britain from a farm located along
the Detroit River. Daly said that he had crossed
the Atlantic Ocean several times with these ship
ments. At some point, he married a second time.
In 1894 three of the children who escaped with
him were living in Detroit, and one child had died
in Windsor.

Apparently Joe Daly and Tom Owen contin
ued to live with Samuel Fearn at Hunter's Bottom
even after the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Consti

tution freed all slaves. When George Fearn died in
1869, he left Fearn Hill, his antebellum home, to

his nephew, George Fearn. The emancipation
clause was still in George's will, but it was moot
since his slaves were already free bylaw.
Blassingame, John W., ed. Slave Testimony. Baton
Rouge. Louisiana State Univ. Press, 1977.
Coon, Diane Perrine. "Southeastern Indiana's Under

the Ohio River before 1856. He would meet the
slaves two miles above Milton and row them across

ground Railroad Routes and Operations," 1999,
U.S. Park Service and Indiana DNR, unpublished

in his small boat. During the 1850s this route
through Eagle Hollow in Carroll Co., Ky., was one
of the most active crossing points on the Ohio
River between Cincinnati and Louisville. Daly's

technical report, Indiana Dept. of Historic Preser
vation and Archaeology, Indianapolis, Ind.
Emma McClaran Fearn family Bible. In possession of
Larry Douglas Smith, Louisville, Ky.
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DANIEL CARTER BEARD BRIDGE

Smith, Larry Douglas. “The Fearns of Hunters Bot
tom, Kentucky," Kentucky Historical Society, Frank
fort, Ky.
Diane Perrine Coon

DANIEL CARTER BEARD BRIDGE. The

twin-span interstate structure known as the Dan
iel Carter Beard Bridge, which crosses the Ohio
River and connects the east side of downtown Cin

cinnati and Newport, was completed in late 1975
and opened on January 1, 1976. Named for one
time Covington resident Daniel Carter Beard,
the founder of the Boy Scouts of America, it is the
northernmost section of I-471 (see Expressways)
and has become an important means of travel to
and from Cincinnati and beyond for commuters.
Sometimes referred to as the “Big Mac” bridge be
cause of its painted golden arches, it provides ac
cess to the new entertainment areas of Newport
and Bellevue beforeheading into central Campbell
Co. via I-471 southbound. The exit ramp south
bound off the bridge onto Ky. Rt. 8 is being rede
signed to avoid the dangerous traffic bottlenecks
and backups onto the bridge that form there in the
early evenings, as a result of the business traffic
coming to Newport-on-the-Levee.
Cincinnati-Transit.net. “Daniel Carter Beard ‘Big
Mac' Bridge." www.cincinnati-transit.net (accessed
October 31, 2006).

“I-471 Bridge Named for Daniel Beard," KP, October
19, 1976, 1.

“To Open I-471 Bridge Jan. 1," KP, December 15,
1975, 9K.

American Revolution (CAR). Women under age
30 who join the DAR have junior memberships.
Some chapters are now scheduling, in addition to
their regular monthly luncheon meetings, eve
ning or Saturday meetings that generally feature
speakers. Some of the chapters in Northern Ken
tucky assist in the bingo games held for the pa
tients at the Veterans Administration Medical

Center in Fort Thomas, and most chapters par
ticipate in the Fourth of July parades in their
communities.

and Davis had commissions for churches in Ames,

Kentucky Society Daughters of the American Revolu
tion. www.kentuckydar.org (accessed January 15,
2006).

LUTION. The Kentucky Daughters of the Ameri
can Revolution (DAR) society, organized in 1891,
has 83 chapters, nine of which are located in the
Northern Kentucky region. The local chapters
are in Augusta, Erlanger, Florence, Fort Thomas
(two chapters), Ghent, Grant Co., Maysville, and
Owenton. The DAR's motto is “God, Home, and

Country,” and the society's goals include historic
preservation, the promotion of education, and pa
triotic service to veterans at home or overseas. The

state headquarters are housed at the Duncan Tav
ern Historic Center in Paris, Ky.

The national society was founded in 1890. It
has 50 state societies, plus one in the District of
Columbia, with more than 2,900 local chapters,
and many chapters overseas. The DAR's headquar
ters are at Constitution Hall in Washington, D.C.
The DAR's objectives include working together to
keep the public aware of educational opportunities
for youth through programs in schools and provid
ing many different kinds of scholarships for stu
dents. To become a member of the DAR, an appli
cant must be 18 years of age, and she must prove
lineal bloodline descent from an ancestor who

aided in achieving America's independence. Docu
mentation for each ancestor is required, including
birth, marriage, and death records. Each applica
tion is sent to the National DAR Headquarters to
be researched and approved. Affiliated with the
DAR are organizations for the Sons of the Ameri
can Revolution (SAR), and the Children of the

Iowa (First Methodist Episcopal (M.E.]), Kansas
City, Mo. (First M.E. Church and also Swope Park
Methodist); Auburn, N.Y. (Trinity M.E.), Ithaca,

Robin Rider Osborne

N.Y. (First M.E.); Atertown, N.Y. (M.E.); William

DAVIS, DAVID (b. David Davies, September 12,
1865, Monmouthshire, Wales, U.K.; d. March 21,

1932, New York City). Architect David Davis was
born in Wales to John B. and Mary Davies. When
he was age two or three, his family immigrated to
the United States, settling in Newport, where Da
vis graduated from Newport High School. The
family name was originally Davies, but David
changed his surname to Davis as a young man.
He is reputed to have studied at both the Ohio
Mechanics Institute in Cincinnati and the Mas

sachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in Bos
ton, although whether he actually matriculated
at either institution is unknown at this time. By
1889 David Davis was practicing as a draftsman
in the Johnston Building in Cincinnati, where a
number of architects' offices were located. He

DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVO

Madison Ave. in Covington (1912), St. Patrick
School in Covington (1913), St. Augustine Cath
olic Church in Covington (1914), and St. Camil
lus Academy in Corbin (1914–1915). He was also
commissioned by the diocese to design a three
story addition to St. Joseph Orphanage in Cold
Spring (1915) and to complete architect Leon Co
quard's plansfor St. Patrick Catholic Church in
Maysville (1907–1909).
In addition to their work for Covington's Cath
olic bishop, in 1906 and 1907 the firm of Brown

lived in Newport.
By 1891 Davis had joined noted Cincinnati ar
chitect Alfred Oscar Elzner as a draftsman. Elzner
had trained at MIT and also in the Boston office of

sport, Pa. (M.E.); and Aberdeen, S.Dak. (First
M.E.). Also, Burton and Davis designed adminis
trative and dormitory buildings for Union Col
lege (Methodist) at Barbourville, Ky., a building
at Kansas City University (Kans); a 150-foot
tower for Kansas City University (in conjunction
with architects Garber and Woodward of Cincin

nati); and a two-story addition to the Ruffner Ho
tel in Charleston, W.Va.

After Burton and Davis dissolved their part
nership in late 1907, Davis continued his career
with an impressive series of commissions. His later
works included a tower for St. Mary's Church, Au
burn, N.Y.; an M.E. church in Greenfield, Ohio; a

Chamber of Commerce building in Charleston,
W.Va. (with Garber and Woodward); a bank at
Charleston, W.Va.; and the Latonia Christian

Church, Covington (1923).
David Davis died in New York City in 1932 and
was buried in the family lot at Evergreen Cemetery
in Southgate, Ky. He lived most of his life along
E. Fourth St. in Newport.

the renowned American architect H. H. Richard

son (1838–1886). It is probably through his con
nection to Elzner that Davis is presumed to have
gone to MIT. In 1894 and 1895, Davis was listed as
an architect in Newport. By 1899 he was a partner
of William R. Brown and Matthew Burton in the

architectural practice of Brown, Burton, and Davis
in Cincinnati. By 1902 the firm had become Brown
and Davis, and by 1906 it listed offices in both Cin
cinnati and Chicago. In late 1907, Davis set out on
his own as an architect, remaining so until his as
sociation with Alexander W. Stewart in Cincinnati

in 1923. Davis moved to New York City about

"Add Dormitory for St. Joseph Orphans,” KP Sep
tember 30, 1915, 1.

“The Addition to the Bishop's House," Christian Year
(Covington), November 1, 1912, 1.
Cincinnati city directories, 1889–1925.
Evergreen Cemetery records, Southgate, Ky.
Freiberg, Walter A. A Guide to the Cathedral. Cov
ington, Ky. Messenger, 1947.
Painter, Sue Ann. Architecture in Cincinnati. Ath
ens: Ohio Univ. Press, 2006.

“St. Patrick's New School," Christian Year (Coving
ton), May 17, 1913, 7.
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

1926.

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The

David Davis was a very prominent architect by
the early 20th century, especially in ecclesiastical
architecture. Bishop Camillus Paul Maes of the
Diocese of Covington greatly respected his work
and hired him to complete the west facade of Cov
ington's magnificent Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption (1908–1910); the original plans for
the cathedral had been drawn by Leon Coquard.
The diocese also commissioned him to design plans
for St. Mark Church in Richmond (1907–1908), St.

Philip Catholic Church in Melbourne (1908),
Holy Guardian Angels School in Sanfordtown
(1909), an addition and new front elevation to the

bishop's home at the northeast corner of 12th and

Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
“Was Architect for Catholic Cathedral: Rites Ar

ranged for Noted New York Resident," CTS, March
24, 1932, 1.

Western Architect and Builder, 1906–1910.
Paul A. Tenkotte

DAVIS, GEOFFREY C. “GEOFF" (b. October

26, 1958, Montreal, Quebec, Canada). Congress
man Geoffrey Clark Davis is the son of Barbara
Clark Davis. He is a graduate of Hampton High
School, Pittsburgh, Pa. While on active duty in the
U.S. Army, Davis successfully obtained a rare ap

DAYTON

pointment to the U.S. Military Academy at West
Point, N.Y., where he graduated in 1981. Hisactive
duty military career extended from 1976 until
1987. He was an assault helicopter flight com
mander pilot with the 82nd Airborne Division, an
Army Ranger, and a parachutist. In 1992 he started
his own business, Capstone Inc., a manufacturing
consulting firm. A naturalized U.S. citizen and a
strong proponent of smaller government, Davis
was first elected to the 109th U.S. Congress as a
Republican in 2004, defeating Democrat Nick
Clooney. Davis represents Northern Kentucky in
the Fourth District. He was reelected in 2006, de

feating three-term Democratic congressman Ken
Lucas in a rematch, having lost previously to Lu
cas in 2002. In January 2007, Davis began service
as a member of the 110th U.S Congress. Davis and
his wife, Pat, and their six children live in Hebron
in Boone Co.

"Candidate Biographies," KPNovember 1, 2002,T3.
Collins, Michael "Davis Candidacy Now Official."
KPOctober 10, 2001, 2K.

"Geoffrey C. Davis." http://bioguide.congress.gov (ac
cessed November 11, 2006).

the name Skeeter because of her energetic and
quick-moving nature. Her harmonizing musical
talent surfaced at school and at Dry Ridge Chris
tian Church.

The Penick family moved to the outskirts of
Covington during Skeeter's teenage years, and at
Dixie Heights High School she befriended
Betty Jack Davis (b. 1932, Corbin, Ky.) With the
stage name of the Davis Sisters, they began singing
duets at local events and on radio. Their unique
harmonizing styleset them apart from other coun
try and rockabilly artists at the time. Both attended
DeCoursey Baptist Church in Covington. They
occasionally appeared with bluegrass performers
Flatt and Skruggs on the Kentucky Barn Dance,
broadcastby WLEX(Lexington). Performances on

Cincinnati and Detroit radio led to a recording
contract with RCA. There they recorded "I Forgot
More Than You'll Ever Know," which became a

number-one country hit in 1953. The rising star
of the Davis Sisters ended in August 1953, when
an automobile accident northeast of Cincinnati

killed Betty Jack and seriously injured Skeeter.
Davis was buried at Highland Cemetery in Fort
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In addition to frequently appearing at the
Grand Ole Opry, Skeeter was a guest star several
times on television's American Bandstand and

Hee Haw. She entertained loyal fans around the
world, most notably in Austria, Barbados, Indo
nesia, Jamaica, Korea, Malaysia, Singapore, Thai
land, and many countries in Africa. During her
career, she recorded more than 60 singles and 30
long-play albums for RCA. In 1998 Dry Ridge lit.
erally placed Skeeter on the map by naming a sec
tion of Ky. Rt. 22, between I-75 and the Dixie
Highway (U.S. 25), the Skeeter Davis Highway.
She was buried in Williams Memorial Gardens at
Franklin, Tenn.

Davis, Skeeter. Bus Fare to Kentucky: The Autobi
ography of Skeeter Davis. New York: Birch Lane
Press, 1993.

Kingsbury, Paul, ed. Encyclopedia of Country
Music. New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 1998.

Kreimer, Peggy. "Skeeter Davis Is Dead at 72" KP
September 20, 2004, 1K.
Wolf Charles K. Kentucky Country. Lexington: Univ.
Press of Kentucky, 1996.
John Schlipp

Mitchell.

DAVIS, “SKEETER” (b. Mary Frances Penick,
Glencoe, Ky., December 30, 1931; d. Nashville,
Tenn., September 19, 2004). Skeeter's story resem
bles those of other famous female country singers
and songwriters of her era. Born into a poor farm
ing family faced with challenges of alcoholism, in
cest, and murder, Skeeter was able to rise above her

background and become an internationally re
nowned country music artist. She was best known
for her timeless popular recording"The End of the
World."

Mary Frances was born in a two-room clap
board shack on the banks of Eagle Creek in Glen
coe (Owen Co.), the first of seven children of

William and Sarah Penick. She spent most of her
childhood with her grandparents in rural Dry
Ridge. During her early school years, she assumed

With the assistance of Betty Jack's mother,
Skeeter performed briefly with Betty Jack's sister
Georgia. The girls toured with other music artists,
including Elvis Presley. In 1958 Ernest Tubb per
suaded Skeeter to pursue a solo career. At this time
she also developed a strong friendship with coun
try singer June Carter. Skeeter's 1959 recording
"Set Him Free" established her as a solo artist on

the country charts and earned her the first of five
Grammy nominations. Follow-up hits included
"I'm Falling Too" (1960) and "My Last Date (with
You)" (1961). In 1959 she garnered a contract with
the Grand Ole Opry, where she remained a regular
performer.
Under the professional guidance of renowned
Nashville Sound producer-guitarist Chet Atkins,
Skeeter's 1962 hit "The End of the World" earned

her a gold record and brought her longtime inter
national fame. Atkins utilized a "double-track" re

cording technique to recreate the popular harmony
of the Davis Sisters. During this period, Skeeter
crossed over to pop music, disappointing some
die-hard country music fans. She defended her
middle-of-the-road pop music style by anchoring
her roots in country music as an ongoing Grand
Ole Opry performer, while expanding her pop au
dience base in appearances with Duke Ellington,
the Rolling Stones, and the contemporary rock
band NRBQ Subsequently she produced country
gold and platinum records and performed with
country music artists Bobby Bare, George Hamil
ton IV, and Porter Wagoner.
Known as a religious rebeland a social activist,
Skeeter was suspended for a yearby the Grand Ole
Opry in December 1973 because she criticized the
Nashville Police for its arrest of a young Christian
demonstration group at a local shopping mall
during the holidays. Skeeter was married three
times. Most notable was her heartbreaking second
marriage to Ralph Emery, host of the Nashville
Skeeter Davis, 1957.

Now cable television show.

DAYTON. Long before the first Europeans set
foot on what later became Dayton, Ky., American
Indians from north of the Ohio River were known

to frequent the site. Proof can be seen in the large
numbers of arrowheads, relics, and pottery frag
ments that have been found there. Several Indian

mounds were also located in the eastern part of the
city, the most significant one being near Fourth
and Benham Sts. None of the mounds were ever

excavated, and they are no longer visible. The first
Europeans known to have visited the site were the
French explorer René-Robert Cavelier LaSalle and
two Jesuit priests, who came in 1669. The men
landed on the sandbar at Dayton, where they meta
group of friendly Miami and Iroquois Indians who
were returning to Ohio from a hunting trip into
Central Kentucky. The next significant event oc
curring at Dayton was the Revolutionary War
battle known as Rogers' Defeat, which took
place on that same sandbar in 1779.
The first owner of the land that is now Dayton
was George Muse, a British Army officer during
the French and Indian War. He gave the 1,000
acre site to his daughters Katy and Carolyn Muse,
who later sold it to Washington Berry, a
brother-in-law of James Taylor Jr., founder of
Newport. Berry's son James eventually acquired
the eastern portion of the farm and, in partner
ship with James McArthur and Henry Walker,
founded the city of Jamestown in 1848. The city
apparently was named for James T. Berry. In
1849 two riverboat builders from Fulton, Ohio,

Burton and Lewis Hazen, started a city called
Brooklyn on the western part of the farm. Then in
1867 the two cities merged to form the present
city of Dayton. The name Dayton is believed to
have been taken from the Ohio city by that name,
which was founded in 1803. The most popular
lodging place in Dayton was the Jamestown Ho
tel, at the foot of Clay St., owned and operated by
James T. Berry.
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The shipbuilding industry across the Ohio
River at Fulton dominated the early days of Day
ton. Several wharfs were built along the riverfront
to accommodate visitors to the region and to trans
port area workers to and from the shipyards. One
of the first ferries, named the John Hastings,
began operating in 1853 at the foot of Dayton St.
In the mid-1800s, Dayton had nine rope-making
companies, called ropewalks, which sold their
products to area businesses, including the Fulton
shipyards. In those early years, there were also sev
eral sawmills and brick-making companies
(brickyards) in the city. In later years some of the
city's largest employers were the Wadsworth
Watch Case Company, Speers Memorial Hos
pital, the Harvard Piano Company, Perry and

Dayton Centennial Committee, Centennial, Day
ton, Kentucky, 1849–1949: Keepsake Program.
Newport, Ky: Michaels, 1949.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Northern Kentucky Views. "The City of Dayton, Ken
tucky." www.nkyviews.com (accessed September
23, 2006).

Reis, Jim. “Union Gave Birth to Today's Dayton, KP.
March 23, 1992, 4K.
U.S. Census Bureau, "American Fact Finder. DataSet.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent

Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
September 29, 2006).
Wessling, ſack. Early History of Campbell County,
Kentucky. Alexandria, Ky., Privately published,
1997.

Jack Wessling
Derrick Paints, and the Mastercraft Metals Com

pany. The Wadsworth Watch Case Company be
gan in Newport but in 1900 moved to Fifth and
Clay Sts. in Dayton. It was Dayton's largest em
ployer by far, at its peak providing about 1,350 jobs.
Well-known businesses in Dayton in subsequent
years were the Dayton Chili Parlor, the F&N
Steakhouse, Harmeyer Paint Company, Klin
genberg's Hardware, Rifkin Shoes, and Wings
Delicatessen.

Early transportation to the area was mostly by
water, but in 1873 a bridge was built across New
port's Taylor's Creek, which provided Bellevue and
Dayton residents with convenient access to New
port. That bridge led to travel by horse-drawn car
riages and, in 1893, by electric streetcars. Later
on, the No. 12 Dayton Green Line became a pop
ular route. In 1888 the Chesapeake and Ohio
Railroad began service to Dayton and Bellevue.
Public transportation contributed greatly to the
rapid development of both cities, of their famous
Ohio River beaches, and of Dayton's Tacoma
Park.

Some of Dayton's more famous residents have
been Dr. James Barnsfather, discoverer of the ba

town of Jamestown, before Jamestown and Brook

The Lincoln School continued to serve as an

elementary school, and additions to the building
were completed in 1949. On February 7, 1952, a
fire occurred at that school while approximately
300 students were in the building. All students es
caped without injury, but the building was gutted

establishment (ca. 1848) of the town's first public
school, in a frame house that was erected at the

head of Main St. at a cost of $324. George W. Legge
became the first superintendent of Dayton schools
in 1869 and served until 1872. A board of educa

tion was first organized in May 1871, with mem
bers Adelbert E. Doisy, William Hasson, Pleasant
Stamper, Henry C. Tibbetts, and William Tie
mann. The clerk was H. P. Brazee Jr. A former pret
zel factory, built on Sixth St. about 1850, became
the city's Sixth St. School. During the late 1920s,
when the school system had no further use for
this building, it was offered to the city, and in 1932
the city offices and the jail were moved into the
building.
High school classes were added to the already
existing Lincoln School in Dayton in 1888, and the
school celebrated its first high school graduating
class in 1891. The Lincoln School served as the

then, several new businesses, such as the Radac

Corporation and the Rivertown Marina, have
located in Dayton. A new high school, single
family public housing, and a senior citizens com
plex have replaced many of the substandard
buildings that were once located near the river,
and recently a large condominium development
has also been built on Prigge's Hill. Dayton was
incorporated as a fourth-class city; its popula
tion peaked at 9,050 in 1960 but fell to 5,966 by
2000.

1934. The students voted to name the new stadium

for Olin W. Davis, in honor of his service as super
intendent of Dayton Schools.

of the first acts of the Jamestown trustees was the

town's high school until a new high school was
built on W. Eighth St. in 1904. By 1923 plans had

Over the years, numerous floods have rav
aged the city, the Ohio River flood of 1937 be
ing the worst; it put two-thirds of Dayton under
water. To solve the flooding problem, a 1.5-mile
long floodwall was built in 1981, which led to re
vitalization of the once vulnerable city. Since

glish teacher at Dayton High School. Coach
Wooden's basketball team had a losing season his
first year, and he moved on to another job after his
second season, eventually becoming head basket
ball coach at UCLA in Los Angeles, where his
teams won a record 10 NCAA Championships.
The football program at Dayton High School was
aided in the 1930s as the federal government fought
the Great Depression by funding building proj
ects. The NRA (National Recovery Administra
tion) and the Works Progress Administration
came to Dayton to construct a stadium and foot

lyn merged in 1867 to form the city of Dayton. One

cillus that causes tuberculosis and scarlet fever,

Brothers).

was hired to be athletic director, coach, and an En

ball field, which were dedicated on October 26,

DAYTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS. The Dayton
(Ky.) Public Schools had their beginning in the

and sports figures such as UCLA college basketball
coach John Wooden and football players Bob
“Twenty Grand” Davis, Bob DeMoss, and Johnnie
"Deep" Wing. Professional baseball players in
clude Lloyd “Dutch" Dietz, Bill Kissinger, Chick
Smith, and Jesse and Lee Tannehill (see Tannehill

gressed quickly, allowing the new high school to be
dedicated on May 10, 1925.
In September 1932, John Wooden, a recent
graduate of Purdue University at Lafayette, Ind.,

and the loss was estimated at $100,000. Students
attended classes in local churches for the next two

years while a new school building was erected and
opened in fall 1954.
The high school on Eighth St. in Dayton con
tinued in use until a new school was built and

dedicated in August 1983. The new school, on
Jackson St., was dedicated to Dayton school super
intendent Jack Moreland for his work to obtain fi

nancing for the new school. A fire broke out in the
west wing of the vacated old high school building
on December 12, 1983. Arson was suspected in the
blaze, and damage was estimated at $25,000, but
there was no damage to the building's exterior. De
velopers purchased this property and spent more
than $1 million renovating; the property was re
opened in January 1986 as an apartment complex.

been formulated to build a new 15-room school at
a cost of $75,000 that would serve as a combined

Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,

elementary and high school. Those plans became
important when fire broke out at the Eighth St.
High School on the morning of January 21, 1924.
The building was destroyed, all the school records
inside were lost, and damage was estimated at
$75,000. Some 193 high school students and 450
grade school students were displaced by this calam
ity, which was caused by an overheated furnace.
Dayton school officials announced that students
would attend school for half-day sessions. The high
school students were to share the Junior High
School building on Sixth St. Grade school students
shared a grade school building on Fifth Ave. Sev
eral fraternal lodges in the city offered their meet
ing rooms for use as temporary school rooms. The
plans for the new Dayton High School building
were updated to include a three-story concrete and
brick building to be built on the location of the
burned high school. Groundbreaking for the new
building occurred on June 2, 1924, and work pro

Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,
Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
Dayton Centenniak Committee. Dayton Kentucky

Centennial, 1849–1949. Dayton, Ky: Dayton
Centennial Committee, n.d. ſca. 1949].
Dayton Kentucky Centennial Jubilee, 1849–1974.

Kenton Co. Public Library, Covington, Ky.
Microfilm.

“Dayton to Get New School," KP February 28, 1923,
1.

"Dayton Will Get New School," KP, November 5,
1919, 1.

Reis, Jim. "Famous Fires of '50s," KP, January 28,
2002, 4K.

– “Two Schools, Two Fires on Frozen Day in
1924,” KP, November 16, 2000, 4K.

Remlinger, Connie. “School Dedicated to the Man
Who Came Up with the Millions," KP August 15,
1983, HK.

"Time Capsule Lifting Marks End of Era," KP, No
vember 23, 1985, 3K.

Daryl Polley

DEAF AND HEARING-IMPAIRED

DEAF AND HEARING-IMPAIRED. Accord

ing to the 2000 U.S. Census, the counties of Boone,
Campbell, Grant, Kenton, and Pendleton had
36,284 persons classified as deaf or hard of hear
ing. The Kentucky Revised Statutes 163.500
(2004) defines this special population as "persons
who have hearing disorders (such that they can
not hear and understand speech clearly through
the ear alone, with or without hearing aids.” The
Northern Kentucky-Greater Cincinnati area of
fers significant services for the deaf and hearing
impaired.
Originally established as the Cincinnati League
for the Hard of Hearing in 1925, the Hearing,
Speech & Deaf Center of Greater Cincinnati cele
brated its 80th year in 2005 as a nonprofit organi
zation providing state-of-the-art hearing aids,
speech therapy, audiology management, and other
services. Through its community services, the cen
ter also provides interpreter referral, lip-reading
and sign-language classes, advocacy, and technol
ogy assistance. Dr. Jean W. Rothenberg, who be
came severely hearing-impaired during the 1937
flu epidemic and wore hearing aids thereafter, ex
panded the organization in the 1950s to become
the Cincinnati Speech & Hearing Center. In 2000
the University of Cincinnati honored Rothenberg
for a half century of service.
The Northern Kentucky Services for the
Deaf, located at Florence, provides state-qualified
sign-language interpreters for deaf clients in a vari
ety of situations and offers sign-language classes
and other information to employers who have deaf
or hearing-impaired employees. The organization's
Hearing Impaired and Audiology Clinics serve
children diagnosed with significant sensorineural
hearing losses at the Cincinnati Children's Hospi
tal Medical Center. The Clovernook Center for the

Blind and Visually Impaired, also in Cincinnati,
provides innovative rehabilitation and vocational
skill programs for the blind, including those who
are deaf and blind.

consultation, curriculum evaluation, and program
planning for deaf and hearing-impaired students in
public schools. The Northern Kentucky/Kentucky
School for the Deaf Regional Program, located at
the River Ridge Elementary School in Villa Hills,
serves the public schools in the counties of Boone,
Campbell, Grant, Kenton, and Pendleton. The
Kentucky School for the Deaf also administers an
early childhood program in which hearing
impaired preschoolers and their families are lo
cally served by home visits and classes.
Colleges and universities in Northern Ken
tucky are committed to educating their students
who have hearing impairments. Northern Ken
tucky University (NKU), Thomas More Col
lege, and Gateway Community and Technical
College provide interpreting and support services
to such students. A Modern Language Association
survey notes that the percentage of college students
enrolling in American Sign Language courses in
creased 18 percent between 1998 and 2002. Cin
cinnati State Technical and Community College
Xavier University in Cincinnati, and NKU em
brace this trend, offering American Sign Language
in their curriculums. Cincinnati State Technical

and Community College also has an interpreter
training program, through which students can be
come qualified sign-language interpreters. High
schools in the region also offer American Sign
Language as a foreign language.
Counseling services are available for persons
with hearing losses in Northern Kentucky. In
Erlanger, the Catholic Center of the Covington
Diocese provides counseling services for hearing
impaired parishioners. Assistive or interpretive
devices are available for religious services in cer
tain churches, such as the Catholic Church's Pasto

ral Office for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing in
Erlangerand the Mother of God Catholic Church
in Covington. The Erlanger Baptist Church of
fers American Sign Language interpretation as
part of its regular services.
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who are trained to assist travelers with disabili

ties, including the deaf.
Technological advances have expanded the
cultural and social life of the deaf. Alerting devices
that use visual and motion techniques of flashing
lights and vibrations make it possible for persons
with hearing loss to become aware of wake-up
times, fire or smoke alarms, doorbells, intercoms,

and ringing telephones. Kentucky Educational
Television and the local television stations in

corporate closed captioning for the hearing
impaired into their regular programming. Be
yond Hearing Aids Inc. of Florence and the Deaf
Communications of Cincinnati have telecommu
nication devices available. The Resource Center of

the Cincinnati Bell Telephone Company lists 30
area locations with deaf telecommunication de
vices on-site, such as the Cincinnati Zoo, the Greater
Cincinnati Convention and Visitor Center, the

I-75 Rest Areas in Boone Co., the Steely Library of
NKU, and Remke's Market in Fort Mitchell.

Within Kentucky, hearing or speech-impaired in
dividuals are eligible to apply to the Kentucky
Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing for
free specialized telecommunication equipment,
allowing equal access to the telecommunication
system via the Kentucky Telephone Relay Service
or the Internet Relay service.
Bennett, Sara J. "Book Collection Dedicated: School

Honors Jean Rothenberg." CE, May 17, 2000.
“Charles T. Donaldson, Former Police Chief." KP,
October 14, 2002, 6A.

Cincinnati Bell. "Public TDDITTY Telephone Loca
tions." www.cincinnatibell.com/customerserviceſ

resource center/specialneeds/tdd_tty_locs.asp (ac
cessed August 28, 2005).
4 Paws for Ability. "Taking the “dis” out of disAbility."
www.4pawsforability.org/ (accessed December 4,
2005).

Howard, Allen. "Hearing, Speech & Deaf Center
Turns 80 Innovatively." CE, July 7, 2005,3C.
Kelly, Morgan. “Putting Is Deaf Hall's Biggest Worry
in Tour Debut," USA Today, July 21, 2005,3C.
Kentucky Commission on the Deaf and Hard of

The St. Rita School for the Deafin Cincinnati is

Cecil L. Bennett, who became an advocate for

the region's only residential school for the deaf.
Henry J. Waldhaus, a Catholic priest whose re
sponsibility was the deaf parishioners of the Arch
diocese of Cincinnati, raised funds to purchase the

Who Are Deaf and Hard of Hearing, 2005.
Frankfort, Ky: KCDHH, 2005.
– “Statistical Demographics: Deaf and Hard of
Hearing Individuals in Kentucky," issued Septem
ber 15, 2002, and received by E-mail from KCDHH

Kevin Hall, the valedictorian of his class and the

the deaf following the diagnosis of deafness in his
two-year old daughter in 1968, founded a spiri
tual outreach ministry, the Deaf Institute, in Cin
cinnati. In Bellevue, Ky., Betty Timon, who lost her
hearing as an adult, recently served as a commis
sioner for the Kentucky Commission on the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing. She founded the

first deaf golfer competing in tournaments with

Greater Cincinnati Coalition for Deaf and Hard

Kentucky Educational Television. “Fast Facts." www
.ket.org/about/glanceſ (accessed December 4,

the Professional Golf Association. As a toddler,

of Hearing and the Cincinnati group of the Self
Help for Hard of Hearing People (SHHH). Ti
mon was among a group of women selected in
2005 as the Outstanding Women of Northern
Kentucky by the Kentucky Post in conjunction
with NKU and Thomas More College. The for
mer Independence police chief, Charles T. Don
aldson, learned American Sign Language in or
der to communicate with deaf persons in his
community. The nonprofit organization 4 Paws
for Ability, based in Xenia, Ohio, has placed ser
vice dogs in Northern Kentucky homes of persons
with disabilities, including those with hearing

237 acres that became the St. Rita School for the

Deaf in 1915. Among St. Rita's recent graduates is

Hall lost his hearing following a bout with men
ingitis. His parents enrolled him in the St. Rita
School at age three. While there, Hall played golf at
the nearby Winton Woods High School, where he
became afour-year letter winner in the sport. After
he graduated from the St. Rita School in 2000, Hall
also became the first African American to receive

a golf scholarship at Ohio State University in
Columbus,

The first state-supported school for the deaf in
the United States, the Kentucky School for the
Deaf, provides outreach services in Northern Ken
tucky. Located at Danville, this school has a resi
dential school on its campus and offers outreach

losses. The Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky In

ternational Airport has volunteer ambassadors

Hearing. Directory of Services for Individuals

on October 10, 2005.

2005).

Kranz, Cindy. "Oh, Say Can You Sign?” Help Kids
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2005/06-02-2005-enq.htm (accessed August 28,
2005). Also in CE, June 2, 2005, Al.

Kreimer, Peggy. "They Have Their Community at
Heart," KP, April 16, 2005, IK.
Pilcher, James. “Hearing Impaired Have a New Way
of Conversing by Phone,” CE, July 19, 2005, D1.
“Section 163.500 (2004). Definitions of Deaf' and

‘Hard of Hearing," Kentucky Revised Statutes
Annotated. LexisNexis. www.lexisnexis.com/ (ac
cessed October 8, 2005).

Stakauskas, Betsy. “Determination Marked Cecil
Bennett's Life: Advocate for the Deaf Had Ministry
and Career." CE, September 10, 2001,4B.
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DECOURSEY, ELBERT, MAJOR GENERAL

Wecker, David. “Need Help at the Airport? Hunt
Grins," CP September 7, 2000, 1B.

Wells, Elizabeth B. "Foreign Language Enrollments in
United States Institutions of Higher Education, Fall
2002,” ADFL Bulletin 35, nos. 2–3, (Winter-Spring
2004):8–26.

Margaret Prentice Hecker

ger arrivals at the DeCoursey Railway Station and
298 departures; and the Culbertson Railway Sta
tion had 775 arrivals and 683 departures. The
passenger and commuter trains that stopped at
these stations are long gone, but freight continues
to roll through these former stops along the rail

Kentucky churches decorated by Delaco Brothers
Company artists include the following:

line, often in the form of unit trains for the auto

Camp Springs: St. Joseph Catholic Church
Cold Spring
St. Joseph Catholic Church (1939)
St. Joseph Orphanage Chapel
Dayton: St. Bernard Catholic Church

motive industry.
DECOURSEY, ELBERT, MAJOR GENERAL

(b. April 12, 1902, Ludlow, Ky.; d. December 4,
1994, San Antonio, Tex.). Elbert DeCoursey, a

military general and a doctor, was the son of
William Bedford and Mary Elizabeth Carter De
Coursey. He graduated from Holmes High
School (1919), the University of Kentucky (1924),
and the Johns Hopkins Medical School (1928),
specializing in pathology. DeCoursey joined the
U.S. Army on March 18, 1924, and as World
War II began, he was stationed in Hawaii. He
became a member of the team investigating the
effects of the atomic bomb, first at Nagasaki and
later at Bikini Atoll in the Pacific. In 1954 he at

tained his highest military rank, major general.
His research areas, publications, honors, awards,
and citations were extensive. DeCoursey retired
from the Army on October 1, 1959, after 35 years of
service to his country, and moved to San Antonio,
Tex., where he died in 1994. He was buried with

full military honors at Sam Houston National

Cemetery in that city. At the time of his death, he
was the only person who had commanded all three
of the army's major medical institutions. He was
survived by his wife of many years, Esther.
Reis, Jim. “Holmes Grad Became Doctor, General,"

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
"Covington and Lexington Railroad Was Opened to
the Public as a Regular Daily Train," CJ, August 27,

Alexandria: St. Mary of the Assumption Cath
olic Church (1917, 1934, and 1956)
Brooksville: St. James Catholic Church (1926)

Falmouth: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church

1853, 2.

Culbertson, Stephen C., and Carol A. Culbertson.
Culbertson Family—County Tyrone, Ireland,
to Campbell/Kenton County, Kentucky, United
States of America. Madison, Wis.; Self-published,

Florence: Hopeful Lutheran Church (1937)
Fort Mitchell: Blessed Sacrament Catholic
Church

Fort Thomas. Highland (United) Methodist

2002.

Church (1938)
Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1984.
Sixth Annual Report to the Stockholders of the Cov
ington & Lexington Railroad, November 1, 1855.
Covington, Ky. Covington Journal, 1856.
Steve and Carol Culbertson

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church (1928)
Melbourne: St. Philip Catholic Church
Mount Sterling. St. Patrick Catholic Church
Newport:

Corpus Christi Catholic Church
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church

DEJACO BROTHERS COMPANY. The De

Jaco Brothers painting and decorating firm of
Newport was noted for its decorative interior de
signs, including decoration of church interiors;
art object restoration; altar works; and fresco
painting. The enterprise was founded by Franz
Dejaco (1847–1928), a sculptor and artist trained
in his homeland of Tyrol, Austria. He came to the
United States in 1881 and established an art stu

Newport Baptist Church
Newport Methodist Church
Presbyterian Church (1937)
St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church
St. Mark Lutheran Church

York Street Congregational Church
Stepstone. Immaculate Conception Catholic
Church (1935)

Taylor Mill: St. Anthony Catholic Church (1941)
Twelve Mile:Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church

KP, October 2, 2000, 4K.

Univ. of Kentucky Alumni Association. “Hall of Dis
tinguished Alumni." www.uky.edu/Alumniſhodaſ
decourseyE.htm.
Michael R. Sweeney

dio in Milwaukee, Wis. The enterprise, known as
F. DeJaco & Company, relocated to Newport
about 1887. In Newport Franz “Frank" DeJaco
and his wife Antonia "Anna" Thoeny raised a
family of eight sons and a daughter, Frank intro
duced to the decorating trade sons Fred F. De

(1938)

Wilder: St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,

Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

DECOURSEY AND CULBERTSON RAIL

WAY STATIONS. These two railway stations
along the Covington and Lexington Railroad
(now the CSX rail system) in southern Kenton Co.
were named after early settlers in Northern Ken
tucky. One of the settlers was a Revolutionary
War veteran, William DeCoursey Sr. (1756–1841),
who arrived from Maryland about 1794. He lived
near the site that became the former DeCoursey
railroad yard of the Louisville and Nashville
Railroad. DeCoursey was instrumental in the
formation of the Mouth of the Licking Baptist
Church in Northern Kentucky. The station that
bears his name was nearly four miles south of the
Ohio River. About 1813, four Culbertson brothers
(James, 1781–1834; William, 1787–1871; Allen,
1790–1856; and Robert, 1793–1856) arrived in

Northern Kentucky. The station bearing their
name was approximately one mile south of the De
Coursey Station.
The Covington and Lexington Railroad be
gan operations in 1853. Trains left Covington and
stopped at South Covington, DeCoursey, Culb
ertson, and other stations, making their way
south to Lexington. During the business year
ending November 1, 1855, there were 395 passen

Jaco (1884–1962), Francis "Frank" J. DeJaco Jr.
(1889–1976), Louis A. DeJaco (1891–1951), Charles

A. DeJaco (1893–1956), George E. Delaco (1895–
1968), John Edward DeJaco (1897–1968), and An

thony E. Delaco (1901–1943). Carrying on the
family decorating tradition, the brothers formed
the Delaco Brothers Company in 1918. Two of the

"Sculptor Dies," KP, July 20, 1928, 1.
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The Diocese
of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Norbert F. DeJaco

DeJaco brothers, Frank Jr. and Louis, became

Roman Catholic priests of the Diocese of Cov
ington (see Roman Catholics). Fred and An
thony DeJaco were talented artists specializing in
religious themes.
About 1956 the Dejaco brothers Fred, Charles,

George, and Edward retired, after completing their
last major interior decorating project at St. Mary
Catholic Church in Alexandria. Their brother Rev.

Francis"Frank" Delaco had been pastor of that par
ish since 1932, and the church was preparing to cel
ebrate its centennial in 1960. The DeJaco Brothers

also operated paint and hardware stores at 103Sixth
St. in Dayton, Ky., and at 908 Monmouth St. in
Newport. They advertised as painters and decora
tors, skilled in interior decorating, graining, glaz
ing, hardwood finishing, enameling, and gilding.
The firm decorated churches in Northern Ken

tucky and neighboring states. Some Northern

DELANEY, ELIZABETH B. (b. September 13,
1882, Fayette Co., Ky.; d. February 17, 1964, Cin
cinnati, Ohio). Elizabeth Berry Delaney, a funeral
home owner and operator and an organization
leader and clubwoman, was born in Fayette Co. on
September 13, 1882. Orphaned at a young age,
Elizabeth was raised by her grandmother in an en
vironment that promoted self-reliance, religion,
education, and community service. She attended
public schools in Lexington and completed the
normal course at Berea College in Berea. On April
28, 1898, she married John W. Delaney. They made
their home in Covington, where John operated the
Delaney Funeral Home. John W. Delaney Jr., their
only child, was born in 1912. Elizabeth acquired a
mortician's license in 1919 and joined her husband
in operating the family's funeral business. Follow
ing John Delaney's death eight years later, she

DELTA AIR LINES

became the sole owner of the establishment and

continued its operation for nearly 40 years. When
her son later joined in the business, the firm was
renamed E. B. Delaney and Son Funeral Home and
expanded to include a second funeral establish
ment in Cincinnati. As a businesswoman, Eliza
beth was one of the first women to serve on the

Board of Directors of the National Negro Business
League, founded in 1900 by Booker T. Washing
ton. Also, she was an active member of the Na
tional

Association

of Black

Funeral

Home

Directors.

She was an active member of the First Baptist
Church (African American) in Covington and
served in many roles, including 12 years as the
church's treasurer. Another area of commitment

for Delaney was the State and Local Federation of
Colored Women's Clubs. She was elected president
of the Ladies Improvement Club in Covington and
in 1926 became the 11th president of the Federa
tion of Colored Women's Clubs in Kentucky. Dela
ney's interest in youths led her to promote the
establishment of junior clubs for young girls in af.

University of Cincinnati; he also graduated from
the Salmon P. Chase College of Law in Cincin
nati, from the Cincinnati College of Embalming,
and from Cincinnati's Cosmopolitan School of
In 1966 Delaney was named the first African
American judge protem in Kenton Co. Seventeen
years later, the job title was changed to deputy
judge executive, making Delaney Kenton Co.'s
second-highest-ranking official. He wrote the ar
ticles of incorporation of the Northern Kentucky
Community Council, which evolved into the
Northern Kentucky Community Center. In con
junction with the Macedonia Missionary Baptist
Church and the St. James A.M.E. Church, both

in Covington, he helped to develop the Geisler
Garden apartments as low-income housing
units.

Delaney was the historian of his Masonic Or
der lodge and later became a 33rd degree Mason,
at which level he served as a member of the Su

preme Council. He was a Grand Master of Prince
Hall Masonic Grand Lodge, president of the Na
tional Funeral Directors Association, and eastern

Delaney's executive ability and eloquence in
public speaking, coupled with her interest in civic
affairs and women's suffrage, positioned her for
numerous leadership roles. She was the first Afri

vice president of Epsilon Nu Delta Mortuary fra
ternity. He was a member of the First Baptist
Church (African American) of Covington,

can American Chairwoman of the Colored Women

surer for many years and as organist for the senior
choir. In 1991 Delaney died in Cincinnati and was
buried in Mary E. Smith Cemetery, in Elsmere.

within the Republican Party. Moreover, she be
came a member of the Kentucky Commission on
Interracial Cooperation and attended the first
Southern Women and Race Cooperation Confer
ence held in 1920 in Memphis, Tenn.
Delaney was instrumental in establishing
several chapters of the Order of Eastern Star and
other civic organizations throughout Northern
Kentucky. She was an active member and served in
multiple roles with each organization. Following a
brief illness, Delaney died at age 82 in 1964 and
was buried at the Mary E. Smith Cemetery in
Elsmere.

"Colored Notes and News," Lexington Leader, Feb
ruary 18, 1964, 14.
“Elizabeth Delaney," KP, February 20, 1964, 14K.
“Our President," Kentucky Club Woman 8, no. 3

(July 1926), in the John and Elizabeth Delaney Col
lection, Center of Excellence for the Study of Ken
tucky African Americans, Kentucky State Univ.
Anne S. Butler

DELANEY, JOHN W., JR., “JACK" (b. Sep
tember 5, 1912, Latonia; Ky; d. May 17, 1991, Cin
cinnati, Ohio). Judge and businessman Jack Dela
ney was the only child of John W. and Elizabeth
B. Delaney. He attended Covington's Lincoln
Grant School, commonly known as the Seventh

St. School, and graduated from William Grant
High School in 1929. He was a classmate of World
War II hero Maj. Melvin W. Walker. Delaney
became active in his mother's funeral business,

Elizabeth B. Delaney & Son Funeral Home in Cov
ington. Later he earned a bachelor's degree at the

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
John B. Conrad

Music.

filiation with the federation.

Voters of Kenton Co. and used her influence to
stake a claim for African American women voters
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where he served on the board of trustees as trea

"John Delaney, Funeral Director, Public Servant," CP
May 18, 1991,9A.

Neikirk, Mark. “Kenton County's No. 2 Man Shuns
the Limelight,” KP February 7, 1983, IK.
“New Attorneys." KTS, April 24, 1958, 15A.
“Pass Bar Examination," KTS, April 17, 1958, 1A.
Theodore H. H. Harris

DELIA. Delia was located in Grant Co. on Clark's

Creek at the junction of Baton Rouge Rd. and the
Dry Ridge–Owenton Rd., better known today as
Ky. Rt. 22. An early road long since abandoned,
known as the Withers (Weathers) Mill Rd., paral
leled Clark's Creek past Delia to the mouth of
Clark's Creek at Eagle Creek. A water-powered
gristmill, first known as Ruddle's Mill, was located
a few hundred feet upstream from Delia. An out
line of the mill sluice on the west side of Clark's

Creek may still be found. By 1832 the mill was
called the Baton Rouge Mill. John A. D. Barrows
and James C. Hall, the last-known operators of the
mill, acquired the operation in 1840.
In 1868 the boundaries of the Smokey Road
School, District 49, included white children at

Delia on the east side of Clark's Creek. A post of.
fice was established at Delia in 1890 but discontin

ued in 1905. Will “Red Brush" Carter operated a
smithy, and Frank and Lowe operated a general
store in the community. John W. Gardner pur
chased and ran the store until he sold out in 1913.

Bud and Harold Maines, brothers, operated the
store until it was closed in 1930. By the 1950s, there
were no longer any businesses or residences at
Delia.

DELTA AIR LINES. Delta Air Lines was the first

provider of jet air service to Northern Kentucky. If
the boll weevil had not spread from Mexico in the
early 1890s to devastate the cotton fields of the
southern United States, Delta Air Lines might never
have come to exist. Because the weevil's relentless

destruction posed a serious economic threat to the
southern economy, C. E. Woolman, an agricultural
agent associated with Louisiana State University,
sought to use a new technology—the airplane—as
an effective way to eradicate this pesky insect.
Thus began the story of Delta Air Lines. Started as
a crop-dusting operation, Delta began passenger
service in 1929, and by the end of that year, its
route system extended from Alabama to Texas.
By 1941 new destinations had been added to
Delta's growing network. Delta moved its corpo
rate headquarters from Monroe, La. (MON), its
birthplace, to Atlanta (ATL) that year. Cincinnati
was a factor in the decision to move. The Civil

Aeronautics Board had recently granted Delta the
authority to fly from ATL north to Knoxville (TYS)
and Cincinnati Lunken Airport (LUK) and south
to Savannah (SAV). This made Atlanta a more de

sirable central location, a hub, for a general office
and maintenance base.

Delta began serving Cincinnati on April 15,
1941, with twice-daily service to the city's eastside
Lunken Airport (LUK), using twin-engine Doug
las DC-3s. The flight to Atlanta took two hours
and 45 minutes and cost $19.50 each way. With the
completion of the Greater Cincinnati Airport
(CVG) in Northern Kentucky in 1947 (see Cin
cinnati/Northern Kentucky International
Airport), Delta offered service on the new and
"fast" four-engine Douglas DC-4 equipment,
which reduced flight time to ATL to less than two
hours. Interchange agreements with other airlines
at CVG connected Delta passengers with other
parts of the country. In 1947 63,542 passengers
flew Delta from CVG.

Delta brought Northern Kentucky its first jet
service in 1960, with nonstop Convair 880 service
to Miami (MIA) at a cruising speed of more than
600 miles per hour. CVG's first “night coach” ser
vice began in 1961, with Douglas DC-8 service to
Miami (MIA) and Detroit (DTW). In 1969 Delta

became the leading airline at CVG. Service contin
ued to grow at a steady rate during the 1970s and
1980s, as a result of deregulation of the airline in
dustry in 1977 during the Jimmy Carter adminis
tration. In 1984 Comair, a regional commuter
airline headquartered at CVG, joined with Delta
as one of its Delta Connection carriers. Comair

became part of Delta's reservation system and
shared flight numbers (codes) and terminal facili
ties at CVG. Passengers could conveniently and
seamlessly connect between Delta and Comair
flights. Later, Delta bought Comair.
On December 15, 1986, the “largest single-day
expansion" in the company's 57-year history, Delta
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DEMING, OSMER SAGE

expanded its flight schedule at CVG to 104 daily
departures and increased service to 15 new mar
kets in the Northeast, Florida, the West Coast, and

the Pacific Northwest. The merger with Western
Airlines in 1987 opened up additional markets,
including Alaska and Canada through Western's
Salt Lake City hub (SLC). Delta created an inter

the structure was razed for a new school that had

been built next door. William Deming and his
brother Thomas contributed substantially to the
funding of the proposed new county high school.
The school was officially named Deming High
School (see Robertson Co. Public Schools), as a
memorial to their father.

national gateway at CVG on June 15, 1987, with
Moore, T. Ross, ed. Echoes from the Century, 1867–

the introduction of nonstop service to London's
Gatwick Airport (LGW).
On May 1, 1995, Delta made CVG its second
largest hub. Its dramatic growth to 203 daily flights
was made possible by the 1994 completion of Del
ta's $375 million expansion, which nearly doubled
its facilities. Since then, Delta's Northern Kentucky
hub has continued to expand its domestic and in
ternational flights. In February 2005 Delta, with its
Delta Connection partners, operated more than
600 daily flights to 138 domestic and international
destinations from CVG. Today, more than 8,500
persons work for Delta in the region, making it the
region's largest employer. In 2008 Delta merged
with Northwest Airlines.

“History Takes Flight," KP September 21, 2000, 1K.
Lewis, W. David, and Wesley Phillips Newton. Delta:
The History of an Airline. Athens: Univ. of Geor
gia Press, 1979.
Eric Summe

DEMING, OSMER SAGE (b. December 22,

1837, Otsego Co., N.Y.; d. July 10, 1917, Warren,
Ohio). Osmer Sage Deming, the son of David W.
and Almina Sage Deming, became a Robertson
Co. attorney and judge. He came from Pennsylva
nia as a young man, after serving in the Union
Army during the Civil War. He arrived in Mount
Olivet, Ky., with a law degree from what is today
Pennsylvania State University at University Park
and was one of the driving forces in the formation
of Robertson Co. in 1867. On October 27, 1868,

Deming married Leona C. Rigg. Deming, who be
came the first county attorney in Robertson Co. in
1867, also planned and supervised the construc
tion of the county's first courthouse, which is still
in use. He took an active role in politics and was
elected county judge, serving from 1872 to 1876. A
staunch Republican, he unsuccessfully ran for the
office of lieutenant governor of Kentucky with
Judge Walter Evans in 1879. O. S. Deming, as he
was commonly known, represented the Common
wealth of Kentucky at the Chicago World Fair in
1890, where he made the principal address on be
half of Kentucky. Deming continued to practice
law in Robertson Co. through 1910. He was a Free
mason and a strong supporter of the Grand Army
of the Republic. Deming died in 1917 at Warren,

1967 Mount Olivet, Ky. Robertson Co. Historical
Society, 2000.

Ohio Death Certificate No. 48695, for the year 1917.

tics in Covington.
Two U.S. Senate Democrats who visited the re

Karl Lietzenmayer
DEMOCRATICPARTY. From the early days of
statehood in 1792 until the fairly recent past, Ken
tucky, including Northern Kentucky, has been
predominantly a Democratic state. The common
wealth's population was rural until the 1970 cen
sus, and its rural citizens normally followed the
agrarian political principles espoused by Thomas
Jefferson: an emphasis on states' rights, a proslav
ery stance, and fear of big federal government. Ini
tially named the Republican Party, Jefferson's party
was later called the Democratic-Republican Party
(with no relationship to the later Republican
Party of Abraham Lincoln), and then at the 1828
election of Andrew Jackson, it became simply the
Democratic Party. As in the rest of the “solid
Democratic South," the planter class greatly influ
enced Kentucky politics, and for most of Northern
Kentucky's history there have been more voters
registered as Democrats than as Republicans.
Early prominent Democrats in Northern
Kentucky included Col. John G. Carlisle from
Covington, William DeCoursey, John Leathers,
James O'Hara, George C. Tarvin, and Robert
Wallace. During the Civil War, Democrats were
labeled as rebel sympathizers. Newport's Thomas
Laurens Jones overcame that stigma to win a
seat in the U.S. Congress in 1871. Albert Seaton
Berry, the "tall Sycamore of the Licking," later a
mayor of Newport, fought for the South and was
also elected to Congress. Other Democrats in the
late 19th century were William L. Grant, a
Covington city councilman who assisted in the
development of schools in that city for African
Americans; Walter Cleary, a Kenton Co. judge
who helped to develop the Latonia Racecourse
in the early 1880s; H. C. Hallam, an attorney, a
former Kenton Co. Circuit Court clerk, and a foe

of William Goebel, and John C. Droege, a roll
ing mill owner and another Goebel rival at cen
tury's end.
Drug merchant Daniel Linn Gooch served two
terms in the U.S. Congress in the early 1900s, com
peting with fellow Democrat Joseph L. Rhinock

Ohio, and was first buried at the Oak Lawn Mau

for that seat. By 1904 Brent Spence had begun

soleum in that city, then re-interred at the Mount
Olivet Cemetery in Robertson Co.
One of Deming's sons, William C. Deming,
was the president of the Civil Service Commission
in Washington, D.C., during World War I. Dur
ing the summer of 1915, the Deming family's house

his long political career in Campbell Co. and the
U.S. Congress. His contemporaries were Dr. Shaler
Berry and Robert W. Nelson, both successful
Democrats in Campbell Co. Orie Ware appeared

in Mount Olivet was remodeled as a school and

Theodore Kluemper served Covington as a
councilman and city manager. Arthur Blythe

served as the county high school until 1928, when

Rouse was a Democratic U.S. congressman from
Boone Co. for 16 years, beginning in 1910. In 1931
Judge James W. Cammack Sr. of Owen Co.;
James A. Diskin, a well-connected Irish powerbro
ker in Campbell Co.; and Ulie Howard of Kenton
Co. were active in the party. C. L. Cropper of
Boone Co., a banker, represented his county in the
state legislature during the 1930s as a Democrat;
during the 1940s Edward C. Kelley, a well-known
Covington plumber, helped run Democratic poli

on the scene in 1912 and was named the Sixth Dis
trict Democratic chairman. From 1908 until 1940,

gion during the 1940s were Alben Barkley of Ken
tucky, the man most responsible for putting the
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International
Airport in Northern Kentucky, and J. Strom
Thurman of South Carolina, who came to Coving
ton with his wife in October 1948 for a grand
Democratic rally.
Covington has had a number of Irish Roman
Catholic Democratic mayors: Thomas F. Don
nelly (1920–1924 and 1928–1932); Daniel A.
O'Donovan (1924–1928); Thomas P. Fitzpatrick,
a former boxer (1944–1946) who went on to be

come Speaker of the House in Frankfort and
served as mayor in the 1950s; John J. Maloney
(1952–1956 and 1960–1964); and Thomas Beehan
(1984–1987).

The 1950s witnessed the emergence of Demo
crats Gus Sheehan in Kenton Co. at the state level

and A.J. Jolly of Campbell Co. on the local scene.
In 1970 Democrat Charles W. Webster failed to

unseat the district's Republican U.S. congress
man, Gene Snyder; in 1991 Democrat Dr. Floyd
Poore, of Boone Co., failed in his attempt to un
seat Jim Bunning, Snyder's protégé and succes
sor. In 1992 local attorney Eric Deters, who had
been a GOP leader, defected to the Democratic

Party, ironically at a time when Republican voter
registration almost equaled that of the Demo
Crats.

In 1995 the local Democratic Party, like local
Republicans, proclaimed itself a prolife party. Also
at about that time, Ruth Bauman, a loyal 30-year
party worker for the Democrats from Bellevue,
used her political influence to name the replace
ment of the Shortway Bridge (between Coving
ton and Newport) the Licking Valley Girl Scout
Bridge. In 1996 Joseph U. "Joe" Meyer, a Coving
ton attorney, who as a state legislator played a lead
ership role in the passage of KERA (the Kentucky
Education Reform Act), was considering a run for
state senate, as was Michael E. Plummer, who later
switched to the GOP. African American Arnold

Simpson ran unopposed for the state house that
year. John Stephenson, a Kenton Co. Democrat
who campaigned statewide in a “Down Home"
populist style in 1991, became the last elected
Kentucky Education commissioner but was pre
vented from serving his term after the enactment
of KERA abolished the office. Fort Thomas native

Mark Guilfoyle, another Covington attorney,
gained a position on the staffoſ Democratic gover
nor Paul Patton (1995–2003) as his appointment
secretary; Northern Kentuckian Mike Hammons,
also a Covington attorney, had held a similar posi
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tion with Governor Breton Jones (1991–1995). At

that time the local Democrats were stepping back
from any connections with President Bill Clinton
(1993–2001), whose popularity in Northern Ken
tucky had fallen amid scandal. The district's U.S.
congressman, moderate Democrat Ken Lucas,
did not even attend the 1997 Democratic National

Convention that renominated Clinton for presi
dent. Simultaneously, in Kenton Co., longa Demo
cratic Party stronghold, the county's party chair
man, Terry Mann, was stressing his party's centrist
theme, hoping to offset rising Republican strength.
A few years later, in 2006, and for the only time in
the modern era, Kenton Co. briefly had more vot
ers registered Republican than Democrat, a politi
cal condition that already existed in Northern
Kentucky's two other heavily populated counties,
Boone and Campbell. Two bright spots for Demo
crats at the time were Jack Snodgrass in Campbell
Co. and Bill Aylor in Kenton; each had been re
elected as county clerk. By 2002 there were even
rumors that lifelong Democrat Lucas, who had an
nounced his retirement after completing his con
gressional term in 2000, was considering a switch
to the GOP, Nick Clooney agreed to run in 2004
as the Democratic candidate for the 4th District

seat in Congress, but he was soundly defeated by
a well-financed Republican incumbent, Geoff
Davis, who had replaced Lucas.
In 2005 Jerry Stricker, a Democrat from the
West End of Newport, won a seat on the Coving
ton city commission in a nonpartisan race, as
Democrats worked hard to hold onto control of

Kenton Co. Campbell Co. has traditionally sup
ported Republicans, while Boone Co., which has
experienced significant demographic changes
based on population growth and the flight to sub
urban living, has shifted from political balance
between the two parties into a second Republican
county stronghold. The eight other Northern Ken
tucky counties, Bracken, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant,
Mason, Owen, Pendleton, and Robertson, usually
favor Democrats, especially in local elections. In
national elections, most of these counties tend to

vote for the candidate rather than along straight
party lines. Currently, Boone and Campbell coun
ties are likely to vote Republican on the national
level, while Kenton Co. might vote Democratic. In
2006, when Democrat Ken Lucas returned to chal

lenge Republican incumbent Geoff Davis for the
district's congressional seat, Davis won handily
and carried Lucas's home county of Boone, as well
as Campbell and Kenton counties. Republican
president George W. Bush, both times he ran, also
won in all three of those counties.

Several Northern Kentuckians have plied their
political trade elsewhere as Democrats. Three for
merresidents of Northern Kentucky have ascended
to the mayoral position in Cincinnati: Theodore
M. Berry, from Maysville, the first African Amer
ican to be elected Cincinnati mayor (1972–1975);
David Mann, from Fort Wright (1980–1982 and
1991); and Roxanne Qualls, from Erlanger
(1993–1999). Other examples include progressive,
anticapitalist Democrat William Goebel, a late
19th-century Kentucky state senator and reformer

from Covington, the only governor ever to be as
sassinated in U.S. history. Stanley F. Reed, from
Maysville, served as U.S. Supreme Court justice
(1938–1954), Kentucky governor John White
Stevenson (1867–1871), a Kenton Co. native, was

the second Northern Kentuckian to serve as gov
ernor (Joseph Desha (1824–1828 of Mason Co.
was the first). Another Democrat who become fa

mous in politics elsewhere is Campbell Co.'s John
H. Whallen. Whallen left Newport in the early
1870s for Louisville and built a group of theaters,
the Empire Burlesque circuit, with his brother
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DEMOSS, MARY HISSEM “MAMIE” (b. July
27, 1871, California, Ky.; d. August 22, 1960, Mont
clair, N.J.). This concert soprano soloist was the
daughter of Captain Martin L. Hissem, owner and
captain of the Tacoma, an Ohio River packet, and
Rachel Galloway Hissem. Mary's brother, W. T.
Hissem, was also a steamboat captain, and her un
cle was the former Campbell Co. judge and state
senator W. J. Hissem. Mary Hissem married Lacy
M. DeMoss on March 29, 1894, at Grace United

also organized Irish and German Catholics in
Louisville into a strong voting block and func
tioned as the boss of that city's politics. He did not
hold office, for there was no need; he picked the

Methodist Church in Newport, the city each
called home at that time. Mary, who had become a
celebrated vocal soloist, often performed at impor
tant events, such as the dedication on July 29, 1900,
of the Highland United Methodist Church in
Mount Pleasant (Fort Thomas, Ky). She had stud
ied voice at the Cincinnati College of Music under

candidates he wanted and then orchestrated their

Lino Mattioli. The conductor of the Cincinnati

election. Isabella Greenway, born at the Dins

Symphony Orchestra, Frank van der Stucken, en
couraged the gifted soprano to take her vocal tal
ents to New York City. Reluctantly, she did so, only
to find herself later in the year 1900 making her
professional singing debut under the direction of
Frank Damrosch at Carnegie Hall. Performing as
Madame DeMoss, she was featured in perfor

John. From 1880 or so until his death in 1913, he

more Homestead in Boone Co., who was a

Democrat, became the first woman U.S. represen
tative from Arizona in the 1930s. She was a strong
supporter of her close friend Franklin Delano
Roosevelt.

A number of Democrats from the outlying and
traditionally Democratic counties of Northern
Kentucky played influential political roles during
the first half of the 20th century. Among these were
Benjamin F. Beall, one-time postmaster of Warsaw
in Gallatin Co., and, in Carroll Co., capitalist Frank
B. Adcock; educator Paul B. Boyd, county clerk C.
S. Griffith; J. Lyter Donaldson, an unsuccessful
candidate for governor in 1943; and attorney James
Houston Newman. Robert Humphreys, a dentist
in Maysville in Mason Co.; automobile dealer
R. Larue Case and banker Chambers Perry from
Mount Olivet in Robertson Co.; Edward Duvall,

the county attorney in Owen Co.; and Elizabeth C.
Bainum, once the postmaster of Germantown in
Bracken Co., are also remembered as leaders within

the Democratic Party.
Two other Democrats with significant local
connections, Steve Henry and Bruce Lundsford,
were unsuccessful candidates for Kentucky gover
nor in the November 2007 election. Henry, who
was Patton's two-term lieutenant governor, is mar
ried to Heather French Henry, a former Miss
America from Mason Co. The Henrys reside in
Louisville but own and have restored Rosemary
Clooney's former residence as a museum in Au
gusta (see Rosemary Clooney House) and visit
there often. Lunsford, a Louisville businessman

mances at the Worcester (Mass.) Musical Festival,

the Cincinnati May Festival, and the Boston,
Mass., Handel and Haydn Society. She sang on the
same stage with Mme. Schumann-Heinck and un
der the baton of Max Fiedler, Leopold Stowkowski,
Victor Herbert, and Walter Damrosch. DeMoss
was also associated with several mainline Protes

tant churches along the East Coast (New York
City's Fifth Avenue Presbyterian, Washington
Square Methodist, and East Orange Calvary Meth
odist in New Jersey), where she was a soprano solo
ist on Sunday mornings. She retired from the con
cert stage in 1933. After her husband, Lacy, who
had graciously supported and encouraged her
postgraduate vocal studies, died in 1936, she mar
ried singer Frederick D. Lyon. The couple lived at
274 Linden Ave. in Verona, N.J., where Frederick

died in 1952. Mary Hissem DeMoss Lyon contin
ued to give private voice lessons until a year before
her death. She died in 1960, at age 89, in the Mont
clair Nursing Home and was buried next to Fred
erick Lyon at Woodlawn Cemetery in the Bronx,
NY. She was a member of the Methodist Church.

“Capt. W.T. Hissem Died in Newport,” KP, August 10,
1900, 5.

Cronin, john P. “Brilliant Career Recalled,” CE,
March 14, 1954, sec. 3, p. 1.

who was raised on a farm just outside Indepen
dence, spent millions in the 2003 Democratic pri
mary for governor, then dropped out late in the
race; he returned for a second try in 2007.

Obituary. Verona–Cedar Grove (N.J.) Times, August

Horowitz, David. The Shadow Party. Nashville,

“Successful Singer Is from Newport," KP, March 14,

"Madame De Moss Dies," NYT, August 24, 1960,29.
The National Cyclopedia of American Biography.
Vol. 14. New York; James T. White, 1910.
25, 1960.

Tenn. Nelson Current, 2006.

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

1904, 5.

Michael R. Sweeney

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Lewin, H., ed. The Lawyers and Lawmakers of Ken
tucky. Chicago; Lewis, 1897.
Willis, George Lee, Sr. Kentucky Democracy: A
History of the Party and Its Representative
Members—Past and Present. 3 vols. Louisville,

Ky: Democratic Historical Society, 1935.

DEMOSSVILLE. DeMossville, in northwestern

Pendleton Co., was incorporated by the Kentucky
legislature in 1860. It lay along the Covington and
Lexington Railroad. Its boundary lines were
established as follows: “beginning at the Licking
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DENHAM, MITCHEL B.

River and the mouth of Grassy Creek, up said creek
to Wolf Pen branch; thence up said branch to the

was on the north fork of the Wolf Pen branch. Be

manufacturer that became a wholesaler of tobacco

cause of the threat from flood waters and because

north side of same to include the Gardner farm ...

more modern mills were being constructed else

and related products. His concern for medical care
and education led him to run for the state legisla

; thence to the Licking River and same to include

where, the station on the Wolf Pen branch was dis
continued and razed about 1905.

ture as a Democrat from the 70th district. He was

The two tobacco warehouses in DeMossville

again from 1974 to 1978. In 1962 he was a leader in
the effort to require immunizations for infants for
polio, tetanus, whooping cough, and diphtheria.
That successful effort led to his receipt of a distin
guished service medal from the Kentucky Acad
emy of General Practice. He had previously been

the Willett farm; thence to the said river to the be

ginning." The town trustees appointed were Wil
liam Clark, B. F. Cummins, H. Hightower, Eli Mul
lins, and Aaron Thracher.

Early on, DeMossville had serviceable roads
and highways, an assortment of businesses, farms
nearby raising tobacco, a post office, schools, civic
and fraternal organizations, churches, and even a
band of counterfeiters who once operated nearby.
During the 1890s the Louisville and Nashville
Railroad ran a scheduled train through DeMoss

were located at the railroad station and on a lot

now owned by Ray Reid. The one at the railway sta
tion, operated by George Otzel, was full of tobacco
when it was destroyed by fire in about 1925. In
1884 the population of DeMossville was 141; in

elected in 1959 and served from 1960 to 1970, then

1900 it was 113; and in 1961 it had decreased to 88.

honored, in 1958 and 1964, as Doctor of the Year

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.

by the same organization. He was the first doctor
to be given that award twice.
Denham was recruited by Kentucky governor

1994].

Edward T. “Ned” Breathitt Jr. (1963–1967) to be the

ville, from Butler to Cincinnati, which returned
Mildred Belew

Democratic house majority leader in 1964. During

the same day. DeMossville had two saloons that
dated from the period 1850–1871; the proprietors

one session, Denham served on 11 house commit

were Pat Collins and James Oldhouse. A law was

DENHAM, MITCHEL B. (b. November 12,

enacted in 1871 prohibiting the sale of spirituous
liquor or malt beverages within two miles of DeM

1912, Lewis Co., Ky.; d. July 12, 1983, Maysville,
Ky). Mitchel Denham, a physician and a Kentucky
legislator, was the son of Harvey and Elizabeth
Bertram Denham. At the age of 11, he was inspired
to become a doctor by observing his mother's ill
ness and death. After attending school at Vance
burg, he went to Berea College at Berea and Eastern
State Teachers College at Richmond (now Eastern
Kentucky University), where he received his BA.
He returned to Lewis Co. and taught at a rural
school and at the school at Garrison, saving money
for a medical education. He completed his medical
degree in 1940 at the University of Louisville Med
ical College. Afterward, he served an internship at
the St. Louis (Mo.) City Hospital and was employed
as a company doctor for the U.S. Coal and Coke
Company at Lynch in Eastern Kentucky. In spring
1943 he was invited to join the practice of Dr. A. O.
Taylor in Maysville, who died of a heart attack
right after Denham arrived; Denham then took
over the practice. In June of that year, he was ap

ossville. Richard Mullins, who died in 1860, owned

6,000 acres adjacent to the waters of Grassy Creek.
During the early 1800s, he built a large brick house
on land located at the junction of Ky. Rt. 17 and the
DeMossville Rd. When the Grassy Creek political
precinct was established in 1835, its meetings were
held in the Mullins's home; this house played a role
in much of the early history of the community. The
Mullins house was later torn down and replaced by
another, smaller brickstructure, which still stands.
Bricks for these houses were made on Mullins's

farm with slaves doing most of the labor.
The town's Masonic Lodge was chartered in
1851 as DeMoss Lodge No. 220, at Grassy Creek.
The lodge's minutes of August 20, 1853, are the first
time the name DeMossville appears in the Masonic
records. It is believed, therefore, that the lodge and
the town of DeMossville were both named to

honor one of the lodge's founding fathers, Thomas
DeMoss.

pointed local physician and surgeon for the Louis

Early settlers in the area of DeMossville often
operated mills; the rapid flow of the waters of
Grassy Creek made a perfect setting for their grist

ville and Nashville Railroad. In November he
was commissioned a 1st lieutenant in the U.S.

mills. One of the better known of these mills was

taken from Mason Co.

about 300 yards north of Grassy Creek Chris
tian Church and 125 yards from the creek. (The

After distinguished service during World
War II in both the European and Pacific theaters,
Denham returned to his practice and his family
in Maysville. He had married Harriet Smith of
Maceo on August 28, 1941, in Harlan, and they be
came the parents of eight children. In 1948 Den
ham provided the leadership that resulted in the
establishment of the local health department, and
he served on the county health board for many
years. In 1955, with Dr. George Estill and his own
brother Dr. Harry Denham, Mitchel Denham pur
chased the property on Forest Ave, where the Den

church was at that time located a few feet from the

junction of the middle, east, and north forks of
Grassy Creek.) The millrace (the canal through
which the water flowed to furnish power for the
mill) started at the east fork and the middle fork of

Grassy Creek. This once-noted gristmillhadalarge
wooden dam to channel the water into the mill

race, and the deep channel on the south side of the
church was the starting point of the millrace. From
there, the channel flowed through the flat land to
the mill. A mill built by a man named Kanapke was
located on the east prong of Grassy Creek. Hamp
ton Knight was operating this mill in 1864. James
Mullins operated a mill on the middle fork of
Grassy Creek about three-fourths of a mile from
the Grassy Creek Church. In 1867 the Kentucky
legislature established two governmental stations
in Pendleton Co. to inspect tobacco and flour. One
station was on Lot 8 in Falmouth, and the other

Army Medical Corps; he was the fourth doctor

tees. When house members replaced Denham in
1966, the special post of speaker protem was cre
ated, and Denham was placed in it. Breathitt's sup
port was also evident when the statewide Univer
sity of Kentucky Community College System was
created and debates were held regarding where to
locate the colleges. Mitchel Denham went to
Breathitt for his support, and Harry Denham, who
was serving on the Board of Trustees of the Uni

versity of Kentucky at Lexington, also worked for a
Maysville site for a community college. The Den
ham brothers' efforts were successful, and the broth

ers were present at the dedication of Maysville
Community and Technical College on Sep
tember 12, 1969. Classes had started the year
before, using downtown Maysville buildings. The
first addition to the college was named the Den
ham Building, in honor of Mitchel Denham, when
it was dedicated in 1983.

Mitchel Denham belonged to many service or
ganizations and boards and received many honors.
He was active in the Rotary Club, and that orga
nization gave him its first Community Service
Award in 1966 and later sponsored a Paul Harris
Fellowship in his name. Eastern Kentucky Univer
sity honored him twice, in 1947 with the Centen
nial Alumni Award and in 1964 as an outstanding
alumnus. He was president of Hayswood Hospital
and an elder of the First Presbyterian Church in
Maysville, where his funeral was held following
his death. He was buried at the Valley Cemetery,
at Charters in Lewis Co.

Denham file, Kentucky Gateway Museum Center,
Maysville, Ky.
“Maysvillan Named Doctor of Year.” KTS, April 23,
1958, 2A.

"Maysville Physician Ran Clinic," KP, July 13, 1983,3B.
John Klee

ham Clinic was established. In 1960 the two broth

ers provided half the cost of a health department
building to be built in Lewis Co., dedicating it to
their parents.
While seeing patients in the clinic, making
house calls, and raising his children, Mitchel Den
ham joined several community organizations and
ventured into business. He became a co-owner of

the E. A. Robinson Company, formerly a cigar

DEPARTMENT STORES. As smalltowns grew
during the 19th century, itinerant peddlers settled
in them and opened general stores, the forerun
ners of today's department stores. In the more
populated areas of Northern Kentucky, such as
Covington, Newport, and Maysville, there were
enough potential customers for one such general
store to carry a wide range of merchandise under

DESHA, JOSEPH

one roof. The first use of the term department
store occurred in 1887 when a New York City es
tablishment advertised itself as H. H. Heyn's De
partment Store. The concept of individual depart
ments within stores can be found in print at least
40 years earlier, however. The first large successful
store of this type was Stewart's Department Store
in New York City.
The city in Northern Kentucky with the most
substantial department stores was Covington (see
Covington, Downtown). There Coppin's De
partment Store, the largest department store in
the region, occupied the tallest structure in Cov
ington. John R. Coppin's store operated from
1873 to December 1977 in the city, moving into its
new large building, at the northeast corner of Sev
enth St. and Madison Ave., in December 1909. After

1901 the Merz brothers, Arthur L., Millard, and

Eugene, purchased the Bee Hive, a 25-year-old dry
goods store, from the Rossenau brothers. Within
10 years, the new operation grew to occupy a
three-story building and was marketing both
wholesale and retail merchandise. The Kline

Stores chain purchased the Merz Department
Store in 1973 but maintained the family name. Be
cause of reduced retail traffic into downtown

Maysville, the store closed in 1991. Maysville also
had a department store known as the New York
Store, originally founded in 1898 by Simon Straus.
Straus sold it in about 1929 to the Litwack broth
ers, who retained the local store's name; the Lit

wack family owned a small chain of stores that
included two stores in Hamilton, Ohio, one in

remodeled in 1935 and expanded in 1940 but had
closed by the early 1960s. Toward the end, Mont
gomery Ward ran a catalog store in Covington;
Montgomery Ward himself had started in Chicago
as the founder of the mail-order industry in the

Connersville, Ind., and another in Georgia.
United Department Stores, a company with hold
ings in small and medium-sized towns (similar to
the Kline department store chain), also operated
in Maysville, from 1929 through 1983. Montgom
ery Ward's Maysville store, designed by the We
ber Brothers architectural firm, operated from
1929 until 1972. JCPenney had a downtown store
in Maysville from at least 1923 but much later re
located to a suburban shopping center, where it
still operates. Dawahare's, with corporate offices
in Lexington, opened a store in 2001 in the
Maysville Bluegrass Center. Dawahare's attempted

United States.

a branch store in the Florence Mall for a short time

The third department store in Covington was
Sears, Roebuck & Company, another Chicago
based enterprise. Sears built a one-story facility at
13 W. Seventh St. that opened in February 1935
and generated such a brisk business that a second
floor was needed the following year. The building
had been planned to allow for as many as four
floors. Sears sold clothes, tools, appliances, rugs,
farm equipment, and tires and did auto repairs.
The company's store in Covington closed in 1976,
just two days before the company opened the
present Sears store in the Florence Mall at

during the 1990s.
Because consumers demand easy parking and
because of the growth of "big box" stores, the de
partment stores in Northern Kentucky's inner cit
ies have moved to the suburbs, along with their

the store closed, the building was remodeled and
became the Covington Municipal Building.
The second department store to appear in Cov
ington was owned by Montgomery Ward, a de
partment store chain founded in Chicago in 1871.
The Montgomery Ward store opened in Coving
ton in 1929 at 727–741 Madison Ave. The store was

Florence.

In 1941, the JCPenney Company opened a de
partment store in Covington in the former Dan
Cohen Shoe Store building at 18–22 Pike St. (see
Cohen Shoe Stores). That store closed in January
1984, JCPenney also has had a store at the Flor
ence Mall since 1978. The W. T. Grant Company
had an Expressway Plaza (Fort Mitchell) store that
closed as the company filed bankruptcy in the
1970S.

In Campbell Co., a JCPenney department store
was a tenant of the Newport Shopping Center
from the day that center was dedicated in 1956 un
til 1999. The company opened a smaller depart
ment store at the Village Green Shopping Center in
Alexandria in March 1993 and closed it in 2002.

Sears has never operated a department store in
Campbell Co.; it did, however, open a Sears Hard
ware Store in the lower level of the Newport Shop

ping Center during the mid-1990s, which remains
in operation. The Montgomery Ward department
store chain has not had an outlet in Campbell Co.
In Maysville, a few locally owned dry goods
stores grew into full-service department stores. In

market.

Hendrickson, Robert. Grand Emporiums: The Illus
trated History of America's Great Department
Stores. New York: Stein and Day, 1979.

Leitzenmayer, Karl. "John R. Coppin Company. Then
and Now Photographs,” NKH 9, no.1 (Fall—Winter
2001): 47–49.

. “John Robert Coppin: The Family and the
Company," NKH 5, no. 2 (Spring-Summer 1998).
1–15.

“Montgomery Ward Is 83 Years of Age,” KP Septem
ber 14, 1935, 5.
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litically, Desha was a Jeffersonian, elected on the
Democratic-Republican ticket. He was elected to
the U. S. House of Representatives and served
there from 1807 to 1819, becoming chairman of
the Committee on Public Expenditures in the 15th
U.S. Congress. While serving in the U.S. House of
Representatives, Desha fought in the Battle of the
Thames (1813) during the War of 1812, along with
Richard Johnson, also a U.S. Representative from
Kentucky, and Kentucky governor Isaac Shelby
(1792–1796 and 1812–1816). After failing in an
1820 bid for the Kentucky governorship, Desha
won election to the office in 1824 by promising
economic relief for the state's debtors. He served
until 1828.

An economic boom in Kentucky during the
first two decades of the 19th century and an expan
sion of banks, currency, and credit in the state had
been followed, in 1819, by depression. A law passed
in Kentucky during the early 1820s to relieve debt
ors from foreclosure by the banks was declared
unconstitutional by the Kentucky Court of Ap
peals (later called the “Old Court"). Quickly, at De
sha's urging, the state courts were reorganized. The
“New Court" could not enact business, however,

because the “Old Court” maintained its legitimacy
and would not relinquish its records to the new
body. This struggle continued into 1825 and 1826
until newly elected conservative majorities in the
Kentucky legislature abolished the “New Court”
over Desha's opposition.
Education was another issue in which Desha

became involved as governor with a largely nega
tive effect. In 1825 Desha categorized Transylvania
University in Lexington as a “hotbed of aristoc
racy." Two forces were at work. Desha wanted to
divert state funds that were supporting Transylva
nia University to turnpike construction, using a
proposed common school system as a pretext. Also
Desha, and various conservative religious and po
litical figures, disliked Horace Holley, a Progres
sive, who had been the Transylvania president
since 1818. Holley had transformed the institution
with the addition of new medical and law colleges
and increased enrollment and prestige for the
school. Desha's opposition led to Holley's depar
ture and the diversion of educational funds to

Public Ledger, Maysville, Ky., Kentucky Gateway Mu
seum Center, Maysville, Ky.
"Sears Store in Covington to Open Doors on Thurs
day," KP, February 13, 1935, 1.

turnpikes. Future dividends from the turnpikes
were to benefit the common schools of the state,
but no such dividends accrued.

A final personal crisis faced Desha in office.
Karl Lietzenmayer
DESHA, JOSEPH (b. December 9, 1768, Mon
roe Co., Pa.; d. October 12, 1842, Harrison Co.,

Ky). Joseph Desha, a Kentucky governor, was the
son of Robert and Eleanor Wheeler Desha. He

married Margaret Bledsoe on December 31, 1789,
in Sumner, Tenn., and they moved to Mason Co. in
1792. In Mason Co. he farmed and was a slave

owner. In 1794 he served with William Henry
Harrison and Anthony Wayne in the wars with the
American Indians. His growing public reputation
led to election to the Kentucky House of Represen
tatives in 1797 and 1799 and to the Kentucky Sen
ate, where he served from 1803 through 1807. Po

His son Isaac was tried and convicted of the mur

derin Fleming Co. of Francis Baker, a traveler who,
in September 1824, was on a journey to be married
in New Jersey. Young Desha cut his own throat af.
ter his conviction, and Governor Desha, believing
his son close to death, pardoned him. This pardon
was widely criticized. Desha retired to a farm in
Harrison Co., died in 1842, and was buried in the

Georgetown Cemetery in Georgetown.
Clark, Thomas D. A History of Kentucky New York:
Prentice-Hall, 1937.

Kentucky Gateway Museum Center Collections,
Maysville, Ky.
John Klee
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Ohio). William P. Devou Jr., a noted owner and

(b. March 21, 1907, Cincinnati, Ohio; d. July 30,
1991, Edgewood, Ky.) Bud Deters was active in
Northern Kentucky's political, business, and civic
matters for his entire adult life. The Deters family
immigrated from Oldenberg, Germany, in 1848
and settled in the German neighborhood of Over
the-Rhine in Cincinnati. Bud's grandfather, Hein
rich Clemens, owned and operated a bar on Plum
St. across from Cincinnati's City Hall. Deters began
a news career as a newspaperboy for the Kentucky

donor of property in Northern Kentucky, was the
son of William and Sarah Ogden Devou. He was

Times-Star and ended his news career as its editor.

The Times-Star played a critical role in the cleanup
of the prostitution and gambling syndicate operat
ing out of Newport in the 1950s. When the Times
Star merged with the Kentucky Post, Deters re
ceived a telegram discharging him from his
employment. He responded by starting a real estate
and insurance business under the name C. B. De

ters. In 1963 judge James Dressman Jr. of the Ken
ton Co. Fiscal Court appointed Deters to the
county-owned Airport Board that today operates
the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Interna

tional Airport. Deters was on the board for 28
years and served as its chairman six times. He was
active as a member of boards for his parish church,
Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption, in Cov

ington; the Redwood School (see Redwood Reha
bilitation Center); the Northern Kentucky
Goodwill Industries; and other civic organiza
tions. Goodwill named its apartments on Russell
St. in Covington in his honor. His marriage to Ce
dora Braunstein lasted 64 years and produced five
children, Gerald, Charles, James, Joan, and Kath
leen. Their son Gerald Deters followed in his fa

ther's civic footsteps by servingon countlessboards;
for example, he was one of the founders of the
Northern Kentucky Homebuilders (see Building,
Residential) and the Northern Kentucky Con
vention and Visitors Bureau. In 1970 Gerald

built the popular Drawbridge Inn and Convention
Center, and it remains a center for meetings, wed
dings, conventions, and parties to this day. Another
son, Charles Deters, also became involved in civic

endeavors of the community. His law firm, Deters,
Benzinger & LaVelle, grew to become the largest
Northern Kentucky-based law firm. Thomas
More College and St. Elizabeth Medical Cen
ter are two of the boards Charles served on for

many years. When Bud Deters died in 1991at the St.
Elizabeth Medical Center in Edgewood at age 84,
he was still the active chairman of the airportboard.
In his honor, the flags at the airport were flown at
half-mast. He was buried at the Deters Family
Cemetery along Green Rd. in southern Kenton Co.
Long, Paul A. “Bud' Deters Leaves a Legacy of Ser
vice,” KP July 31, 1991, 1K.
Roberts, Alice Kennelly. “Goodwill Renames Apart
ments to Honor Bud Deters,” KP, October 30, 1991,
2KK.

Stein, Tim. "Airport's on Move Again," KP, October
20, 1990, 1K.
Eric Deters

DEVOU, WILLIAM P., JR. (b. July 15, 1855,
Cincinnati, Ohio; d. December 8, 1937, Cincinnati,

born in a home at Ninth and Race Sts. in Cincin

nati. In 1860 the family moved to Northern Ken
tucky and took up residence in the Hillcrest House
in Covington. The verdant grounds around the
Hillcrest House provided ample opportunities for
young William to acquire a great love of horses
and nature. At age 15 William was sent away to a
Moravian school near Heidelberg, Germany, for
high school and college, having completed his el
ementary training at the Second Intermediate
School on Ninth St. in Covington. When he re
turned home after college, he worked in his fa
ther's Cincinnati millinery shop, where he kept
the firm's books. However, this work was not

enough for him.
In conjunction with his elder brother Charles,
William Jr. started to amass tenement properties
shortly after he returned from Germany, and later
he donated to the City of Covington property that
became Devou Park. Regarding this early period
of land acquisition, one account of his life stated,
"It seems as if Covington's benefactor had only one
obsession in life: that of owning property and
making money." He eventually owned more than
250 properties and became the stereotypical miser
landlord, renting his tenements out to all sorts of
people, yet barely keeping the properties in livable
condition. Devou was notorious for carrying
around eviction notices with a receipt for rent pay
ment stamped on the back. If individuals paid,
they received the receipt, and if they did not pay,
they received the eviction notice.
Over time, Devou became wealthy, from the
will of his father and also at the expense of his ten
ants. The properties he managed were rundown,
unsanitary, and some of them even unlivable. De
vou, who did not believe in hiring people to do his
work for him, would travel on one of his horses to

make repairs in the Greater Cincinnati area. His
personal efforts were obviously insufficient; in the
1920s the State of Ohio brought a lawsuit against
him for violating state housing codes.
In 1912 Devou had been arrested and fined for

failure to maintain the property where he lived, on
George St. in Cincinnati. Because he refused to pay
the fine, he was thrown into prison, where he
stayed for approximately four hours and then paid
the $50 fine. He purchased clothing a few sizes too
large in order to be able to wear layers underneath
during the winter. The single room that he stayed
in in Cincinnation George St. was both his office
and his living space, packed with all of the equip
ment needed to make repairs in his tenements.
His stinginess was merely one of the facets of the
man, though. During the Great Depression, a
softer side of Devou emerged, when he collected
no rent from any of his tenants throughout the
depression.
In 1937 Devou was found ill in his George St.
room; he had pneumonia, yet he refused any care.
Early in December, he was admitted to the St.
Mary's Hospital in Cincinnati's West End, where
he died of bronchial pneumonia. In April 1938, an

appraisal of Devou's estate listed 240 pieces of
property, valued at $963,630. He also had personal
wealth of $105,961. His fortune went to the con

tinuous upkeep and development of Devou Park in
Covington.
Behringer-Crawford Museum, vertical files, Coving
ton, Ky.

"Devou Tells Why He Gave Park to Covington," KP,
August 29, 1910,8.
“Find W.P. Devou Ill in Home and Alone," KP, No
vember 17, 1937, 1.

Reis, Jim. “A Gruff, Grubby Old Man Left Us the De
vou Park Land," KP, June 7, 1982, 4K.

Spoor, P. Andrew."Devou Park," NKH 13, no. 1 (Fall–
Winter 2005): 24–39.

Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Bridget Kaiser
DEVOU PARK. The establishment of Devou

Park, in the northwestern portion of the city of
Covington, can be traced back to the year 1910. In
that year William P. and Charles P. Devou do
nated 500 acres to the City of Covington for park
purposes in memory of the brothers' parents,
William P. and Sarah Ogden Devou. On Novem
ber 28, 1910, the deed for the Devou property
was officially transferred to the Covington Park
Board. In 1911 the board hired engineer J. J.
Weaver of Ludlow to create a topographical sur
vey of the property and lay out the roads in the
park. Weaver planned for two major roads, one to
connect Amsterdam Pk, to Main St. in West Cov

ington, and another to connect Western Ave. in
Covington to Ludlow. The roads were completed
in 1912. Devou Park became a favorite place for
recreation among Covington residents and citi
zens from throughout Northern Kentucky. By
1913 use of the park had increased so much that a
police officer became necessary. George Brady,
hired by the city to fill this position, patrolled the
park on horseback.
The City Commission of Covington passed a
resolution in 1916 to establish a quarry in the park.
City prisoners were to do most of the work at the
quarry. On April 17, 1916, the first prisoners from
the Covington jail were transported to the quarry
in the park and put to work crushing stones, but
the operation was not initially successful. Prison
ers were typically escorted to the quarry by a single
guard, and in the first few years of operation, a
number of prisoners found working at the quarry
to be a convenient opportunity to escape. Eventu
ally, the quarry provided crushed rock that was
used to construct streets in the city. Around 1920
the quarry was closed and a lake was formed on the
site. Area residents christened the lake Prisoners
Lake.

In 1922 Park Board officials began discussing
the creation of a municipal golf course in the park.
The City Commission hired John Brophy, a golf
professional at the Fort Mitchell Country Club,
to design a new course. In fall 1922 a committee
was appointed by the Covington City Commission
to raise the necessary funds to construct a nine
hole golf course and to set guidelines for its use. In
about 1936 the original course was redesigned and

DEVOU PARK BAND SHELL

graded for better play. Area residents established
the Covington Tennis Club in 1923; its 75 mem
bers hoped to build five tennis courts in the park.
The club rented the former Montague home and
remodeled the building into a clubhouse. Plans to
construct a new clubhouse near the golf course and
tennis facility took shape in 1929, and architect
Leslie S. Deglow designed the Colonial style struc

cities, the Covington Park Board disbanded and
the park facilities were placed under the jurisdic
tion of the City Commission. During the follow
ing year, a 44-acre portion of the park was turned
over to the University of Kentucky in Lexington, as
a site for the Northern Kentucky Extension Center
(now Northern Kentucky University). At the
same time, a 19-acre portion of park was given to

ture to include locker rooms, shower facilities,

the state for use as a site for a vocational school.

bowling alleys, a billiards room, and a small lunch
counter. A fire destroyed the building in 1933,
and it quickly was replaced by a more modern

The recession of the 1970s hit the city of
Covington hard. The city's population declined
sharply, and few tax dollars were available for park
upkeep. To help meet the need, the Friends of De
vou was established in May 1977. This group dedi
cated itself to maintaining the park and promoting
its use and improvement. Despite these efforts, the
necessary funds for the proper upkeep of the park
remained elusive. In 1978 a proposal was made to
share the responsibility for the park between the
City of Covington and Kenton Co., but city offi
cials decided not relinquish any authority over the
park to the county. Another proposal, which called
for the park to be turned over to the Common
wealth of Kentucky for use as a state facility, was
also rejected.
By the 1980s Covington city officials began
discussing possible revenue-enhancement plans
for the park. But hindering any such plans were the
restrictions placed on the park by the Devou fam
ily when the property was transferred. When the
city requested that the restrictions be struck down,
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the Kentucky Court of Appeals, the court ruled,
in December 1994, that the expansion was legal.
Construction on the nine-hole course proceeded
rapidly, and it opened on May 1, 1995. In recent
years, the formation of the Devou Park Rangers
has enhanced the safety of the park. In addition,
the City of Covington and the Devou Trust have
invested heavily in aesthetic improvements.
“The Board of Park Commissions, 1902–1957." Local

Structure.

The Covington Rotary Club began an effort
to beautify the park in 1932. Rotarians started
planting trees in memory of their deceased mem
bers, in an area that became known as Rotary
Grove; it was dedicated on June 7, 1932. Additional

trees were planted over the next decades, and by
1963,50 trees had been planted in the grove.
Devou Park benefited greatly from the Works
Progress Administration (WPA) during the Great
Depression. In 1938 the WPA presented Coving
ton with a $97,251 grant for park improvements.
The three major projects planned for Devou Park
were the construction of a shelterhouse, two swim

ming pools, and a large band shell (the Devou
Park Band Shell). The shelter house, constructed

of native fieldstone and containing alarge fireplace,
was ready for use by spring 1939. The band shell
was completed in summer 1939, and in August of
that year, a crowd of 40,000 attended a concert at
the new band shell.

the Kenton Co. Circuit Court ruled, in 1987, that
the deed restrictions were burdensome and were

History File, Kenton Co. Public Library, Coving
ton, Ky.
“Commission Named to Establish Devou Park Public

Golf Links,” KP, September 14, 1922, 1.
“Covington Concerts," Newsweek, September 8,
1941, 73–74.

"Devou Memorial Dedicated." KTS, August 11, 1958,
1.

“Golf Course Is Surveyed," KP September 12, 1922,
1.

Houck, Jeanne. “City Must Abide by Devou Deed,”
KP, April 20, 1991, 1K.
— "Decision Strengthens Hold of City, Deed on
Devou Park,” KP, October 19, 1991,7K,

“Prisoners Will Quarry City's Rock," KP, March 7,
1916, 1.

“Public Golf Links Urged for Devou Park," KP Sep
tember 1, 1922, 1.

“Rotary Grove Is Dedicated," KP, June 8, 1932, 1.

“Sea of Humanity Greets Photographer at Concert in
Devou Park," KP, August 18, 1939, 1.
“$300,000 Land Tract Given to Covington for Beauti
ful Park," KP, August 27, 1910, 1.
Whitehead, Shelly. “Devou Park Future Sitting in
Limbo," News Enterprise, June 13, 1990. 1.
David E. Schroeder

The post-World War II era brought additional
activity to the park. In 1950 the Behringer
Crawford Museum was established in the old

Devou homestead and placed under the direction
of area archaeologist Ellis Cummins Crawford.
The initial displays included many items from
Crawford's own collection. The taxidermy collec
tion of West Covington resident William Beh
ringer also added much-needed color. Among
Behringer's most unusual specimens was a two
headed calf, which in time became averitable sym

no longer enforceable. Not everyone was pleased
with the court's decision, however. The Devou

heirs claimed that the park property should return
to the family because the city was not following the
requirements of original gift. The family acquired
the services of a local attorney and in 1991 brought
their case to the Kentucky Court of Appeals, which
ruled that the 23 original restrictions placed on the
deed were indeed valid. Covington officials would

DEVOU PARK BAND SHELL. Devou Park

have to follow the restrictions unless it could be

comedy acts and usually ended with an audience
sing-a-long. Tens of thousands of spectators from
Northern Kentucky, Cincinnati, and beyond at

proved that they were unreasonable. The court also

bol of the museum. In 1979 the museum became

ruled that the Devou heirs were not entitled to re

an entity independent from the city, and the first
official board of directors was appointed.

claim the property.
In 1989 golf enthusiasts began discussing the
expansion of the Devou Park golf course. Early
plans, however, were not acceptable to city officials.
In 1992 Covington hired the Gene Bates Gold De
sign Company of Palm Beach Garden, Fla., to pre
pare plans for a nine-hole expansion of the Devou
Park course. Opposition to the proposed golf
course expansion emerged quickly, and more than
6,000 area residents signed a petition against any
golf course expansion. The Devou Park Advisory
Board, the Hillside Trust, and many individual
residents of nearby Park Hills formally opposed
the plans. On July 2, 1993, these two groups filed
suit against the City of Covington to halt any ex
pansion activity, arguing, along with other indi
viduals, that the expansion would destroy 100
acres of wooded land in the park. They also claimed
that the expansion was in violation of the original
1910 deed restrictions placed on the park by the
Devou family. When the lawsuiteventually reached

The 1950s also witnessed the construction of

the park's Memorial Building. In October 1956
workers began demolishing the shelter house at the
overlook on the eastern side of the park, a site that
offered spectacular views of both Covington and
Cincinnati. The new building was designed by the
firm of Pepinsky, Grau & Schrand and featured an
auditorium and a kitchen. Dedication ceremonies

for the Memorial Building took place on August
10, 1958. The Memorial Building served the com
munity well for many years as a gathering place for
weddings, political rallies, and parties of all kinds.
By the year 2000, the building was showing signs
of age, so it was demolished and replaced in 2003
by the Drees Pavilion (see Ralph Drees), a large
reception facility with sweeping views of the Ohio
River Valley and Cincinnati.
In 1956, when the Kentucky legislature passed
a bill that eliminated park boards in second-class

was established in Covington in 1910. From its in
ception, residents recognized the potential of a
natural bowl-shaped slope near the center of the
park for theatrical and other performances.
Beginning in 1935, summer concerts began to be
held there. The concerts included music and

tended each of the concerts.

The Devou summer concerts became so popu
lar that the City of Covington began planning for
the construction of a permanent bowl with a stage
at the base of the slope. The project was advanced
greatly in 1938 when the Works Progress Admin
istration (WPA) agreed to provide $97.251 to the
building fund. In order to accept the grant, the city
was required to provide additional funds amount
ing to $43,000. The William P. Devou Trust pro
vided $15,000 of this amount. Construction began
immediately, and the bowl was ready for the 1939
summer concert series. The first concert in the

bowl was held on June 28, 1939.

In August 1939 a crowd of 40,000, the largest
ever recorded at a performance in the park, experi
enced a concert at the new band shell. John R.

Walsh organized the concerts. Many of the acts
that performed at the bowl were already in the area
working at the Lookout House in Lookout
Heights (now Fort Wright) or at the Beverly Hills
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DEYE, ANTHONY H.

Supper Club in Southgate. A number of these en
tertainers were nationally known, including Ruth
Best, Sophie Tucker, and Jimmy Durante.
Gas rationing during World War II brought
the summer concerts to a temporary halt. Since
that time, the bowl has been used for theatrical

performances and other entertainments. More re
cently, the bowl has again hosted summer con
certs, presented by the Kentucky Symphony
Orchestra.

“Covington Concerts," Newsweek, September 8, 1941,
73–74,

Local History File: Park–Devou, Kenton Co. Public
Library, Covington, Ky.

“Outstanding Program Prepared for Devou Park
Concert Tonight,” KP, August 9, 1939, 1.
“Work Pushed to Have New Band Shell Ready," KP.
June 24, 1939, 1.
David E. Schroeder

grated camping programs from its beginning in

Canal, then for the Internal Revenue Service, and

1947.

afterward as an artist at the Donaldson Litho

Deye carried his crusade for justice onto the
national stage as well. He met Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. and was very well impressed by his oratori
cal skills and commitment to the nonviolent strug
gle against segregation and for the equality of the
races (see Civil Rights). Deye joined in the second
march for voting rights in 1965 that Kingled from
Selma, Ala., to that state's capitol in Montgomery.
As pastor of Corpus Christi Catholic Church
in Newport, Deye took a leading role as head of
the Newport Ministerial Association in helping to

graphing Company in Newport. Dibowski mar
ried Henrietta Connell, and they became the par

close down an adult bookstore and movie theater

in Newport during the early 1980s. He also made
efforts to assist the poor and tried to keep a sepa
rate Corpus Christichurch and school open for the
benefit of Newport's West End, though both
eventually merged with the city's other parishes
and schools.

DEYE, ANTHONY H. (b. August 28, 1912,
John's Hill (Wilder), Ky.; d. January 21, 1988, Fort
Thomas, Ky.) Anthony Henry Deye, a staunch ad
vocate of racial equality, was the son of Anthony
and Elizabeth Nieman Deye. He attended St. John
the Baptist School in Wilder and Covington
Catholic High School in Covington. After being
accepted as a seminarian for the Diocese of Cov
ington (see Roman Catholics), Deye studied at
St. Gregory Seminary in Cincinnati and at the
Gregorian University in Rome, Italy. He was or
dained a priest there in 1937. He later did postgrad
uate work to obtain a PhD in history and taught
history at Villa Madonna College (later Thomas
More College) and at the Seminary of St. Pius
X in Covington. He was academic dean at the col
lege from 1956 to 1963.
As a seminarian in Rome, Deye observed the
evil effects that Nazism had on Europe, and he
later attributed to that experience his strong.com
mitment to racial equality. He would even speak
out against actions by the Catholic Church that
he thought unjust and was often referred to by his
fellow priests as the “conscience of the Diocese.”
Deye served as an assistant pastor in several
inner-city parishes. In the early 1940s, he began
a camping program for underprivileged boys, in
cluding boys from Our Savior Catholic
Church, an African American parish in Coving
ton. He was upset that black children were not al
lowed to attend some of the camps that the dio
cese utilized in Kentucky. Therefore, he sought a
location for a camp that the Diocese of Coving
ton itself might sponsor. Bishop William T.
Mulloy, who had recently arrived, solved the
problem by purchasing the Williamsdale farm in
Erlanger in 1946. The bishop appointed Deye to
start a diocesan camping program, which became
Camp Marydale. Deye's plan was to put groups
of boys and girls together from all the parishes of
the diocese. When some white Catholic parents
complained about having their children camp
with black children, Deye insisted that the dio
cese not give in to demands for segregation at
Camp Marydale. Bishop Mulloy agreed com
pletely, and Camp Marydale conducted inte

ents of six children. Charles Dibowski lived in

Covington for many years, and he was an active
member of the Colonel Clay Masonic Order in
Covington; however, at the time of his death, he
was living at 6700 E. Ledge St. in the Cincinnati
suburb of Madisonville. He died suddenly at age
49 from an intestinal obstruction. Funeral ser

vices were held at the George Rohde Funeral
Home in Madisonville, and burial was in Spring
Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati.

Cummins, Virginia Raymond. Rookwood Pottery
Potpourri. Cincinnati: Cincinnati Art Galleries,
1991.

“Dibowski, Charles J.” KP, November 2, 1923, 29.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 1749, for the year
1923.

Deye died of congestive heart failure on Janu
ary 21, 1998, and was buried in the priests' ceme
tery on the grounds of the former St. Pius X Semi
nary in Erlanger.

“Lithographic Artist Was Taken by Death,” KTS, No
vember 2, 1923, 29.

Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati.
DICKEN, ABSOLOM COLUMBUS “LUM”

“Father Deye, Former Academic Dean, Dies at 85,”
Archivia (Thomas More College Archives) 8, no.2
(January 1988): 1.
“Father Tony Deye. Led life as 'a Humble, Genuine

Servant of Jesus,” Messenger, January 30, 1998, 3.
Fisher, John C. K. "Priest Carried Civil Rights Torch
High: Rev. Anthony Deye, Now 80, Has Fought the
Good Fight for 50 Years," KP, January 18, 1993, 1K.
Fisher, John C. K., and Peggy Kreimer, “Civil Rights
Champion Deye Dies: Priest Was Activist for Over
50 years," KPJanuary 23, 1998, 1K.
Horstman, Barry M. 100 Who Made a Difference.
Cincinnati: Cincinnati Post, 1999.

“Obituary of Reverend Anthony Henry Deye," Ar
chives of the Diocese of Covington, Covington,
Ky.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The Diocese
of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Workum, Bert. “Priest Tells Newport It's City Cleanup
Time,” KP, March 6, 1980, 1K.
Thomas S. Ward

DIBOWSKI, CHARLES J. (b. January 2, 1875,
Cincinnati, Ohio; d. November 1, 1923, Cincin

nati, Ohio). Charles John Dibowski, a noted ce

ramic tile artist and lithographer, was the son of
Charles and Sophia Langlow Dibowski and a
brother of Richard J. Dibowski, a Covington sa
loonkeeper and local Boy Scout leader, of the
Wallace Woods neighborhood of Covington.
The family moved from Cincinnati to Covington
when Charles was a young boy. He studied at the
Cincinnati Art Academy and worked for several
regional companies, including the Rookwood Pot
tery of Cincinnati, Weller Pottery in Zanesville,
Ohio, and Lonhuda Pottery in Steubenville, Ohio.
He also worked as chief timekeeper for the Central
Division during the construction of the Panama

(b. January 3, 1835, Campbell Co., Ky.; d. March
20, 1918, Campbell Co., Ky.) Absolom Columbus
Dicken, a soldier and a meticulous diarist, was the
son of Simeon and Elizabeth Herndon Dicken.

During the Civil War, he joined the 4th Kentucky
Cavalry of the Confederate Army. Over the next
few years, he kept a detailed diary while seeing ac
tion in some 43 engagements against Union forces.
Much of his time was spent cutting telegraph lines,
destroying bridges, and ripping up railroad tracks
to disrupt the flow of Union supplies. Many of his
diary entries deal with visits to local homes, where
he attempted to obtain needed supplies for his fel
low soldiers. Although most supplies were pur
chased, some were acquired by fear or intimida
tion. The diary was written with homemade ink,
using goose quill pens. At war's end, Dicken was
stranded in Rich Valley, Va.,250 miles from home.
He and his friend Bob Ellis, with whom he had

joined the Confederate Army, began the long trek
home after first having their shoes half-soled by a
local cobbler. They walked to Paris, Ky., and from
there they rode the train to Covington. Along the
way, local citizens, who were glad to see the war
end, gave them food and shelter. From Covington
they crossed the Ohio River to Cincinnati, where
they caught the New Richmond Packet to go up
river. Leaving the boat at California, Ky., they
walked the final few miles home. When news of

their return spread, friends and well-wishers came
from far and wide to welcome them home. After
the war Dicken returned to his life as a farmer; in

later life he became a teacher in rural Campbell
Co. He married Mary Lancaster on October 7,
1867, and they had five children. Dicken died in
1918, at age 83, and was buried in the Flagg Springs
Baptist Church cemetery. His original diary is in
the National Archives, but typewritten copies can
be found at the Kenton Co. Public Library in Cov
ington and at the Campbell Co. Historical Society
office in Alexandria.

DINSMORE, JULIA STOCKTON

Dicken, Absolom Columbus. "Civil War Diary of Ab
solom Columbus Dicken, 1862–1865.” Kenton Co.

Public Library, Covington, Ky., Campbell Co. His
torical Society, Alexandria, Ky. Also available at the
National Archives, Washington, D.C.
Kentucky Death Certificate No. 25361, for the year
1918.

Wessling, Jack. Early History of Campbell County.
Alexandria, Ky: Self-published, 1997.
Jack Wessling
DICKERSON, WILLIAM W. (b. November 29,

1851, Sherman, Grant Co., Ky.; d. January 31, 1923,
Cincinnati, Ohio). Legislator William Worth
Dickerson attended the local public schools and
the private academy of N. M. Lloyd in Crittenden;
after studying law, he was admitted to the bar in
1872 and opened a law practice in Williamstown.
He served as a prosecuting attorney in Grant Co.
from 1872 until 1876, in the Kentucky House of
Representatives from 1885 to 1887, and in the Ken
tucky Senate from 1887 until 1890. Dickerson re
placed John G. Carlisle in the U.S. House of Rep
resentatives, serving from June 21, 1890, until
March 3, 1893. Unsuccessful at reelection, he re

sumed his law practice in Williamstown and then
moved to Cincinnati in 1902, where he was a prac
ticing attorney until his death. He was cremated,
and his ashes were interred at the Williamstown

ceived a Guggenheim Fellowship, which allowed
him to travel and study at length in Europe.
Dillon is also known not only for his own po
etry but also for his work with the well-known poet
Edna St. Vincent Millay, who also won a Pulitzer
Prize. In 1936 the pair translated the French poet
Charles-Pierre Baudelaire's Flowers of Evil. Al
though Millay was 14 years Dillon's senior and
married, the two had a passionate love affair. She
had a reputation for being a seductive woman who
attracted many lovers, both male and female, but
her relationship with Dillon lasted longer than her
previous affairs. Millay even produced a book of 52
love sonnets, most of them addressed to Dillon, ti
tled Fatal Interview
After the death of Harriet Monroe in 1936,
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and the Goodrich cousins often visited the
Dinsmores.

Julia and her sisters were tutored at home by
Eugenia Wadsworth, and at age 16 Isabella, then
Julia, entered the Young Ladies' Seminary in Cin
cinnati. There Julia met Julia Resor, who became a

lifelong friend, Julia Dinsmore, who was gifted in
languages, later read books in French, German,
Greek, Italian, and Latin. She also displayed con
siderable talent in singing and playing the piano.
Julia's younger sister Susan never went to the semi
nary, because she and one of the Goodrich cousins
were drowned in 1851 in a boating accident on
Lake Erie; this was the first of many tragic losses
for Julia.

After finishing her studies in Cincinnati, Julia
returned to the Boone Co. farm to help her mother
and continue her reading. Although the farm was
not a large plantation, James Dinsmore owned 7 to

Dillon accepted an invitation to be the editor of
Poetry Magazine. He spent a total of 24 years with
the magazine before retiring in 1949. Dillon was a
veteran of World War II, having served with the
Army Signal Corps in Africa and Europe between
1942 and 1945. In addition to his degree from the
University of Chicago, he received a BA from Yale
and an MA and a PhD from the University of Cali
fornia at Berkley. He was married to Judith D. Dil
lon. He died in May 1968 and was buried in Jack

1865 and had white tenant farmers to help raise
sheep, grapes, and willows for basket weaving. Ju
lia came to believe that this was the proper order
for society, that some people were destined to be in
charge of others. But she also felt responsible for
taking care of those in need, including the chil

sonville, Fla.

dren of slaves and tenants, several of whom she

15 African American slaves between 1842 and

personally educated. The farm became a retreat
Brennand, Elizabeth A., and Elizabeth C. Clarase.
for friends and relatives and a forum for continu

Cemetery. He was survived by his widow, Cora Tu
nis Dickerson.

"Dickerson, W. W." http://bioguide.congress.gov (ac
cessed December 4, 2005).

“Dickerson, Worth W." CE, February 2, 1923, 6.
“Tribute Paid to Memory of Congressman," KTS,
March 5, 1923, 16.

Who's Who of Pulitzer Prize Winners. Phoenix,
Ariz.: Oryx Press, 1999.

Case Western Reserve University. "Edna St. Vincent
Millay: Poetry Collections and Plays." www.cwru
.edu (accessed July 14, 2006).
"Funeral Rites for Dillon Will Be Today," Charleston
(S.C.) News and Courier, May 11, 1968,9A.
“George H. Dillon, Poet-Editor, Dies." NYT, May 12,
1968,85.

DILLON, GEORGE HILL (b. November 12,

ing education.
Julia's sister Isabella married her first cousin

Charles Flandrau in 1859, and seven days later, Ju
lia's mother died. During the Civil War, Julia of
ten visited the Gibson family in Lexington and
Woodford Co., and there were letters from two dif
ferent men who were interested in Julia, but she
never married. Just after the birth of Isabella's sec

Susan Patterson

ond daughter in 1867, Isabella died. Charles sent
the daughters, Martha “Patty" and Sarah "Sally," to
live with Aunt Julia. In 1872 James died, leaving
Julia the farm, a large debt, and two nieces to edu
cate. Her journal details her dealings with the ten

1906, Jacksonville, Fla.; d. May 9, 1968, Charleston,
S.C.). At the age offive, poet and editor George Dil
lon moved to Covington with his father and

6, 1833, Terrebonne Parrish, La.; d. April 19, 1926,

mother, William S. Dillon and Adah Hill Dillon.

Santa Barbara, Calif.). Poet Julia Dinsmore was

His mother was a Kentucky native. George at
tended schools in Kentucky and in Cincinnati. Af.
ter 1920 the family relocated from Covington to
Chicago, where George initially worked with his
father selling electrical equipment.
In 1923 Dillon began attending the University
of Chicago. It was there that he began to pursue his
interest in poetry. He joined the Poetry Club, and
several magazines published poems of his. He and
a group of students started a series of poets' read
ings and used the proceeds from this endeavor to
publish a literary magazine, The Forge. While still
an undergraduate, Dillon caught the attention of
Harriet Monroe, the editor of Poetry Magazine,
and she offered him a position as her associate edi
tor. He accepted and spent his final two years in
college working part-time with the magazine.
His first book of poems, Boy in the Wind,
was published the year he graduated, 1927. For
the next three years he also worked writing ad
vertising copy, until the agency that employed
him dissolved. His second poetry collection, The
Flowering Stone, published in 1931, won Dillon
the 1932 Pulitzer Prize for poetry. He also re

born on Bayou Black plantation in southern Lou
isiana to James Dinsmore (1790–1872), a lawyer

'ants and the daily workings of the farm. It reveals

educated at Dartmouth College in Hanover, N.H.,
and Martha Macomb Dinsmore (1797–1859),

with occasional joy.

daughter of Alexander Macomb, a land specula

cousin in 1888 eased Julia's burdens, so that she

tor from New York. Julia had an older sister, Isa

was able to travel with her nieces and enjoy an eas
ier life. She had begun to write poetry, and at Sally's
encouragement, she submitted poems to the New
Orleans Times-Democrat; they appeared with
the pseudonym F.V. In 1910 a collection of her po
etry, Verses and Sonnets, was published. It con
tained 83 poems describing the sights, smells, and
memories of her life—the bayou, the farm, the Civil
War, and her family and friends. It was believed

DINSMORE, JULIA STOCKTON (b. March

bella (1830–1867), and a younger sister, Susan
(1835–1851). Julia loved to walk along the bayou
listening to the birds and animals and finding
wildflowers, and her interest in nature endured

throughout her life. When Julia was six, her
mother took the girls to Lexington, Ky., to attend
school, but occasionally they returned to their
home in Louisiana. Their friends the Gibson fam

the drudgery of all her responsibilities, tempered
An inheritance of $10,000 left to Julia by a

ily also had homes in both Kentucky and Louisi

that one of them, “Louisiana Buttons," was about a

ana. When James's uncle Silas Dinsmore encour

young soldier whom she had loved and who was

aged him to buy land in Northern Kentucky to

killed in the war. Among the many letters of praise

grow grapes, James took his advice. In 1842 the

and thanks Julia received was one from Theodore

Dinsmore family moved into a home James had
built on the 371-acre family farm in Boone Co.

Roosevelt, who had met her through her niece
Patty Flandrau (1861–1923). Patty by this time was
the wife of Tilden Selmes and the neighbor of the
future U.S. president in Mandan, N.Dak. Sally

Just one mile from the Ohio River, the farm of.

fered ponds, woods, and hills to explore; Julia's
love of nature continued to be nurtured. Her fa

Flandrau (1867–1947) married Frank Cutcheon

ther's sister was the mother of B. F. Goodrich,

and lived in New York City. Patty and her daughter
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Isabella Dinsmore Selmes (1886–1953) also lived

Dinsmore's sister was the mother of B. F. Goo

bella eventually established a hotel in Tucson,

in New York City while Isabella attended finishing
school. Julia visited her nieces in New York City,
and there she met many of the friends of the Cutch
eons and the Selmeses. She traveled to Europe sev
eral times with Sally, to Louisiana with Sarah Gib
son Humphreys, and to West Palm Beach, Fla.,
with Julia Resor Foster. She was visiting Sally in

drich, the famous U.S. industrialist. The Dinsmore
children and their Goodrich cousins often visited.

Ariz., the Arizona Inn.
Isabella had three children. Both of her sons,

Only one of Dinsmore's three daughters mar

Santa Barbara, Calif., when she fell and broke her

drau (1828–1903), who was from Minnesota. Flan

hip. She died in 1926 of complications from the hip
fracture. According to her request, she was cre
mated and her ashes were returned to the cemetery
on the Dinsmore farm in Boone Co., where many
of her family were buried. The Dinsmore Home
stead properties are now held as a trust and oper

Collopy, Catherine T. "Julia Stockton Dinsmore," on

drau was an Indian agent, lawyer, judge, and politi
cian who once ran for governor in Minnesota and
also wrote a history of Minnesota. On August 23,
1862, Flandrau helped to repel an Indian attack at
New Ulm, Minn. Shortly after the untimely death
of his wife Isabella, Judge Flandrau sent his two
daughters, Martha “Patty" and Sarah "Sally," to
Boone Co. to be raised by their aunt, Julia Dins
more. It was through those two girls that Julia

Robert Ferguson (1908–1984) and Jack Greenway
(1924–1995), became lawyers. Her daughter, Mar
tha Ferguson (1906–1994), married Charles
Breasted, whose father was the famed University of
Chicago Egyptologist James Henry Breasted.
The Dinsmore family, even with all of its con
tacts away from Boone Co., kept close ties to their
home in Kentucky and returned to visit whenever
possible. Julia Dinsmore managed the farm fol
lowing her father's death in 1876 until her death in

file at the Dinsmore Homestead, Burlington, Ky.

Dinsmore traveled and saw the world outside of

ated as a museum.

ried. Susan Bell (1835–1851) drowned in Lake Erie,

along with a Goodrich cousin. Julia (1833–1926)
remained on the farm unmarried until her death at

age 93. Isabella (1830–1867) married Charles Flan

Dinsmore, Julia Stockton. Verses and Sonnets. New
Boone Co.

York: Doubleday, 1910.

Dinsmore Family Papers, Dinsmore Homestead,
Burlington, Ky.
Miller, Kristie. Isabella Greenway: An Enterprising
Woman. Tucson: Univ. of Arizona Press, 2004.

Patty Flandrau (1861–1923) married a lawyer,
Tilden Selmes (1853–1898), and the couple took up
ranching near Mandan, N.Dak. A neighbor on an
adjoining ranch was a young New Yorker who had
come west to mourn the death of his wife. That

Sharon Claypool
DINSMORE HOMESTEAD. In 1842 James

Dinsmore (1790–1872), a Dartmouth College
educated New Englander, after living in Terrebone
Parrish, La., for a time, moved his family into a
newly constructed house in northwestern Boone
Co., Ky. This home where Dinsmore and his wife
brought up their three daughters is now known as
the Dinsmore Homestead. It displays documents
and artifacts giving the history of the family over
several generations and recounting family mem
bers close associations with an array of individu
als prominent on the national scene.
James Dinsmore had moved to Boone Co. at

neighbor, Theodore ("Teddy') Roosevelt (later U.S.
president from 1901 to 1909), developed along and
fast friendship with the Selmeses and through
them got to know Julia Dinsmore. Sally Flandrau
married a young corporate lawyer, Frank Cutch
eon (1864–1936), and spent much of her life in New
York City.
Patty Selmes's only child, Isabella Dinsmore
Selmes (1886–1953), was born at the Dinsmore

farm. After Tilden Selmes's death, Patty and Isa
bella Selmes divided their time between Boone Co.

and New York City, where they lived with Sally
Cutcheon while Isabella attended finishing school.
It was there that Isabella met Eleanor Roosevelt,
who was a classmate of hers. Isabella Selmes and

the urging of his uncle Silas Dinsmoor (Dins

Eleanor Roosevelt began what became a lifelong

more) (1766–1847), who had told him that west

friendship, and Isabella was a bridesmaid when El
eanor married Teddy's Roosevelt's cousin, future
U.S. president Franklin D. Roosevelt (1933–1945).
Isabella Selmes married Robert M. Ferguson
(1868–1922), a Scotsman 18 years her senior. Rob
ert “Bob” Ferguson was a friend of Teddy Roose
velt and one of Roosevelt's famed Rough Riders.
Ferguson was also one of the financial advisers to

ern Boone Co. at the head of the Belleview Bot

toms was a good place to grow grapes. This was
the same Silas Dinsmoor who, in 1812 while serv

ing as a Choctow Indian agent in Alabama, at
tempted to enforce the rules against transporting
slaves without papers across Indian Territory,
thereby incurring the wrath of U.S. general An
drew Jackson. Silas also had previously been a
Cherokee Indian agent. He was the first person
buried in the family cemetery on James Dins
more's Kentucky farm.

John Jacob Astor, who died when the Titanic sank

1926. The Dinsmore heirs maintained the house

and farm from 1926 through 1988 when the Dins
more Homestead Foundation purchased the prop
erty. The story of the Dinsmore family is detailed
in more than 90,000 documents (letters, day
books, and slave records) that were preserved by
the family and are now available on microfilm at
the homestead. The little family cemetery on the
hill overlooking the farm is the resting place of
most of the Dinsmore family members.
A group of volunteers founded the Dinsmore
Homestead Foundation as a nonprofit institution
in 1986, with the intention of purchasing the his
toric home with its surrounding 30.7 acres of land,
the furnishings, and the documents of the Dins
more family and of opening a museum. Martha
Ferguson Breasted and her half-brother John
Selmes Greenway deeded the property and the
home and its contents to the Dinsmore Homestead

Foundation in June 1988; Martha Breasted do

nated her half of the estate and the foundation pur
chased Greenway's share. Volunteers who were in
strumental at this early stage included John F.
Caldwell, Hannah Baird, Dr. William Bryant,
and Judy Clabes. Clabes chaired a $1 million cap
ital campaign that exceeded its goal by September
1990. William “Sandy" Kreuger served as the first
director of the museum, which opened in 1989.
The following year the Dinsmore Homestead in
augurated its first educational programs for school
children.

Baird, H. H. "Julia Dinsmore." In Kentucky Women,
ed. E. K. Potter. Louisville, Ky: Big Tree Press,
1997.

Chastang, Gail. “The Dinsmore Homestead, Boone
County Treasure,” NKH 5, no. 1 (Fall–Winter
1997): 15–31.

in 1912. The Fergusons moved to the dry climate of
the New Mexico territory after Bob developed tu

“Historic Homestead to Be Open," KP, August 5,

berculosis. The Roosevelts, Franklin and Eleanor,

Miller, Kristie. Isabella Greenway: An Enterprising

1989, 5K.

Woman. Tucson: Univ. of Arizona Press, 2004.

James Dinsmore's wife, Martha (1797–1859),

was the daughter of merchant and land speculator
Alexander Macomb (1748–1831). Macomb was a

friend of Gen. George Washington and had rented
a house that he owned in New York City to Wash
ington during the general's term as president of
the United States (1789–1797). In 1792 Macomb

purchased about one-fourth of the state of New
York from the federal government at a cost of
about eight cents per acre. The transaction was
known as Macomb's Purchase; unfortunately for
Macomb, he was not able to make the payments
scheduled.

visited the Fergusons in their tent home in the
West. Following Bob Ferguson's death, Isabella
married another former Rough Rider and friend of
Teddy Roosevelt, the Arizona copper developer
John Greenway (1872–1926). A few years after their
marriage, John Greenway died of complications
from gallbladder surgery.
Isabella F. Greenway, active in civic affairs, was
the first congresswoman from Arizona who served
two terms (1933–1936). She gave one of the nomi
nating speeches in 1933 for Franklin D. Roosevelt
in his first bid for the presidency, but when FDR
ran for a third term, she did not support him. Isa

William S. Bryant
DIOCESAN

CATHOLIC

CHILDREN'S

HOME. The Diocesan Catholic Children's Home

began in the mid-1800s with the involvement of
August M. Toebbe, second bishop of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Covington. Bishop Toebbe,
concerned for the care and education of orphan
children, labored to establish institutions in

Northern Kentucky that would afford suitable
housing, physical support, and education for
these children. From the various parishes of the

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

diocese, he urged the formation of branch orphan
Societies.

On June 4, 1848, the St. John's Orphan Society
of Kenton Co. held its first meeting to organize a
home for Catholic orphan girls. With an initial
capital of $63, the society founded St. John's
Orphanage. A property on Madison Ave, near 15th
St. in Covington was the original site. In January
1868 the society purchased for $17,000 the 55-acre
St. Aloysius Seminary property in Fort Mitchell,
which was used for the orphanage and today is the
site of the Diocesan Catholic Children's Home.

In 1866 Rev. Conrad Rotter, pastor of St. Ste
phen Parish, Newport, organized the St. Boniface
Orphan Society of Campbell Co. for the purpose

of founding an orphanage for boys within the
Covington diocese. Three years later, on May 12,
1869, Bishop Toebbe opened the St. Joseph Or
phanage Campbell Co. on the 125-acre former
Walsh farm in Cold Spring. The orphanage con
sisted of an eight-room residence along with barns
and other buildings. In 1871 a large building was
erected at a cost of $15,000. Although the general
contractor had been paid in full, he failed to settle
with his subcontractors, and a court ordered the

sale of the institution on December 13, 1875, to

settle the claims. In 1876 the St. Joseph Orphanage
became the property of the St. Boniface Orphan
Society when three of its members (unnamed) pur
chased it in the name of the society.
Both orphanages encountered disastrous fires
during their existence. On June 30, 1884, fire com
pletely destroyed the St. Joseph Orphanage. Two

months later, a new cornerstone was laid, and by
December of that same year, the orphans moved
into their newly built home. Four years later, fire
again completely destroyed the orphanage. At this
time the diocese and the societies governing both
orphanages, at the instruction of Bishop Camil
lus Maes, investigated the possibility of combin
ing the two orphanages, with St. John's Orphanage
slated to survive. After the proposed terms of uni
fication were rejected by the Committee of
Directors of St. John's Orphanage, the St. Boniface
Orphan Society resolved, on August 19, 1888, to
rebuild its institution. The orphans had returned
fully to the St. Joseph Orphanage by May 1, 1889.
As for St. John's Orphanage, fire completely con
sumed the school and several other buildings in
February 1926. A nonsectarian drive in Kenton
Co. raised $100,000. By May 1927 construction of
new buildings, including “one of the most impos
ing structures in Northern Kentucky," was under
way. Included in the new construction were a
school building and a central plant; in addition,
baths were installed and a waterline was scheduled

to be brought in from Dixie Highway (U.S. 25).
A fire in March 1935 damaged the chapel, the din
ing room, and the kitchen at St. John's Orphanage,
and repairs to the facilities were completed by
Thanksgiving.
For the first eight years of its existence, re
sponsibility for the operation of the St. Joseph
Orphanage fell to the Franciscan Brothers of
Mount Alverno Protectory in Cincinnati. In 1877
the original agreement between the Franciscan

Brothers and the St. Boniface Orphan Society was
revised, so that the Brothers relinquished their re
sponsibilities at the orphanage. The Sisters of
Notre Dame immediately assumed charge. The
St. John's Orphan Society of Kenton Co. initially
operated St. John's Orphanage. In 1871 the Sisters
of St. Benedict from St. Walburg Convent as
sumed the daily operational duties. Later, in 1957,
the Sisters of Notre Dame assumed full authority
over the institution. Today Jean Marie Hoffman,
S.N.D., heads the Diocesan Catholic Children's
Home as executive director.

At their peak, each overcrowded orphanage
housed more than 100 children. Most children

came to the orphanages as a result of illness in their
families, marital separation, divorce, or a parent's
lack of employment. Over time, particularly fol.
lowing World War II, improvements in the econ
omy and advances in medicine brought about so
cietal changes, so that very few traditional orphans
were being served by either orphanage by the
1950s. A 1957 study on the needs of dependent
children in the Diocese of Covington concluded
that two institutions were no longer needed. In
1961 the governing boards of the two institutions
voted to merge into one entity, with the surviving
facility located on the property occupied by
St. John's Orphanage. Shortly thereafter, the bishop
of the Diocese of Covington, Richard H. Acker
man, announced the merger of the two institutions
into a single home to be known as the Diocesan
Catholic Children's Home.
Since the 1960s the Diocesan Catholic Chil
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Community Care; Redwood Rehabilitation
Center; Riverside-Good Counsel School.

DISABLED

AMERICAN

VETERANS

(DAV). The DAV, now headquartered in Cold
Spring, was organized in 1920 at Cincinnati as the
Disabled American Veterans of the World War

(DAVWW), under the leadership of Judge Robert
S. Marx. In 1932 the DAVWW was chartered by
the U.S. Congress as a nonprofit organization
meant to champion disabled veterans' rights. It
was open to veterans who had been permanently
injured, physically or mentally, during World
War I and had received an honorable discharge.
The U.S. government at the time did not have pro
grams to assist disabled veterans once they were
discharged. No matter how crippled veterans were
as a result of a service-connected injury, once dis
charged they were left to fend for themselves or to

be cared for by their family or community. The
DAVWW lobbied the U.S. Congress during the
1920s and 1930s to fund training programs and
benefits for disabled vets.
In 1941, at the outbreak of World War II, the
DAVWW shortened its name to DAV and contin

ued its programs of support for disabled veterans.
It was a sponsor of the GI Bill of Rights. During
World War II, the DAV broadened its scope to in
clude all U.S. citizens who had become physically
or mentally disabled as a result of a service
connected incident, within either the U.S. or Al
lied armed service, and had received an honorable

children through a variety of services, including its

discharge. Today the DAV continues to work with
government and private organizations to ensure
equal rights for the present 2.1 million U.S. veter
ans suffering from service-connected disabilities.
In 1966, as a result of a property tax issue with
Ohio, the DAV moved its national headquarters
from Cincinnati to a new building along U.S. 27
in Cold Spring, Ky., the site of the former St. Joseph
Orphanage (see Diocesan Catholic Children's
Home). In 2004 DAV membership stood at 1
million and there were three chapters in the North
ern Kentucky region: Chapter 19 in Cold Spring,
Chapter 26 in Falmouth, and Chapter 148 in

Assessment/Crisis Stabilization/Treatment (ACT)

Alexandria.

dren's Home has focused on the treatment of all
children with serious emotional and behavioral

problems. The home was the first institution of its
kind in Northern Kentucky to receive state accred
itation, and it is the only children's home in North
ern Kentucky with an on-site educational facility,
Guardian Angel School. This school helps to meet
children's emotional and academic needs while

preparing them to return to a less restricted,
community-oriented educational setting. Today
the Diocesan Catholic Children's Home serves

Unit, which is a short-term placement for children
with emotional and behavioral needs, and the

Disabled American Veterans. Wars and Scars—

Therapeutic Foster Care Program, which assists

Compassion and Service. Cold Spring, Ky. DAV,

children in a home-based environment.

1995.

Charles H. Bogart
Children's Home. “Diocesan Catholic Children's

Home." www.dcchome.org/ (accessed April 3,
DISCIPLES

OF

CHRIST.

The

Christian

2007).

“New Orphanage Is Planned, $100,000 Planned," KP,
February 14, 1927, 1.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,

Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The Diocese

of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Paul A. Carl Jr.

DISABILITIES. See New Perceptions Inc.;
Point/Arc of Northern Kentucky, North Key

Church (Disciples of Christ), strongly represented
in Northern Kentucky, is a Protestant denomina
tion that began in the Bourbon Co. community of
Cane Ridge during the early 19th century. Today
it is national in scope with some 3,800 congrega
tions. Unlike the denominations from which its

founders came, its churches are self-governing and
call their own pastors; they worship both formally
and informally and includelay women and men in
leadership; open discussion of issues is encour
aged, and diversity of opinion is common; and in
recent years, the church has been growing in its
racial and ethnic diversity. The plan was and is to
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build a united church organization of Jesus Christ
modeled on the New Testament.

The Christian Church was founded by
Maryland-born Barton W. Stone (1772–1844). A
Presbyterian minister and schoolteacher by train

ing, he hosted the historic Cane Ridge Revival in
1801 that was attended by as many as 25,000

during its five-or-six-day duration and from
which the Christian Church (Disciples) ultimately
arose. Other founders included Thomas and Alex

ander Campbell. Irish-born Thomas Campbell
(1763–1854) attempted to reform the Presbyterian
Church in Pennsylvania. He first aligned with the
Baptists, but by 1830 that association was severed.
Alexander Campbell (1788–1866), Thomas's
son, who spent much time in the Maysville area,
was a renowned public speaker, debater, author,
and educator. It was said that he and his father were

united in the attempt to reform the Presbyterians
of their day, but by 1832 Barton W.Stonejoined the
Campbells to form the Campbell-Stone movement
with a formal handshake in Lexington, creating a
new

American denomination, the Christian

Church (Disciples of Christ).
In the years since, although in some ways the
church has evolved, it has always adhered to its
core beliefs. In the 20th century, American Asian,
Hispanic, and African American Disciples con
gregations have multiplied. In 2005 the General
Assembly of the church, meeting in Portland, Ore.,
voted Sharon Watkins in as the first woman gen
eral minister and president.
In Northern Kentucky there are at least 37 Dis
ciples churches. From the Mayslick Christian

Kentucky Commission of Aeronautics, where he
served with distinction during a period of state
wide airport expansion. Diskin later practiced law
in Owensboro and served in the commonwealth

attorney's office there. In the early 1960s he re
turned to his Northern Kentucky home and joined
the law firm of Blakely, Moore & O'Hara in Cov
ington. Later he practiced by himself and became
an assistant commonwealth attorney in Campbell
Co. under Frank Benton. Diskin was appointed to
the Campbell Circuit Court bench in 1975 to re
place the retiring judge, Fred Warren Jr. Later
that year he was elected to a full term as circuit
judge. An activist judge, Diskin was known for his
professionalism and attention to detail in presid
ing over the massive and complicated civil litiga
tion arising from the Beverly Hills Supper Club
fire of 1977. In 1982 Judge Diskin suffered a stroke
while presiding at the bench in a medical malprac
tice case. The physicians in the courtroom attended
and supported him until he could be rushed to a
hospital. He then retired from the bench, but he
recuperated from his stroke with vigor and humor.
After a two-year convalescence, some of which was
spent with his brother Tom in Las Vegas, he re
turned home.

Church and the First Christian Church in Ma

Diskin came from an illustrious political fam
ily. His father was post office inspector for Ken
tucky; an uncle, Lawrence Diskin, was Campbell
Co. commonwealth attorney; and another uncle,
James Diskin, was Kentucky Democratic Party
chairman. John Diskin was a lifelong student of
history and politics, bringing to them the same in
tellectual vigor and attention to detail that he dedi
cated to the bench. A lively and witty conver

son Co. to the influential Madison Ave. Chris

sationalist, he could be counted on to contribute

tian Church in Covington and the Florence
Christian Church in Boone Co., they have pro
vided religiousand community leadership for many
years as a Kentucky-bred church. Today these con
gregations are part of the Kentucky region of the
church, with ministerial offices along Red Mile Rd.

humor and energy to any gathering. He died at St.
Luke Hospital and was buried at New St. Joseph
Cemetery in Cincinnati.
“Diskin Resigns State Aero Post," KTS, February 11,

“Christian Church Assembly to Emphasize Spirit of
Unity.” KP. March 8, 1986,7K.
“Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)." www.disci
ples.org (accessed June 6, 2007).
Harrison, Richard,Jr. From Camp Meeting to Church:
A History of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) in Kentucky. Lexington, Ky: Richard Har
rison Jr., 1992.

“Relevant Issues of Today Will Concern Disciples of
Christin Annual Assembly," KE, April 18, 1971,6A.

DISKIN, JOHN A. (b. August 19, 1925, New
port, Ky.; d. March 28, 1994, Fort Thomas, Ky).
Judge John Diskin was born in Newport's West
End to Thomas M. and Rosemary Tierney Diskin.
The family moved to Fort Thomas, where John at
tended public schools, graduating from High
lands High School in 1943. His father died when
John was 14 years old. Diskin received his law de
gree from the University of Kentucky in the early
1950s and was asked by Governor A. B. "Happy”
Chandler (1935–1939, 1955–1959) to direct the

in Fort Thomas, where he became an active mem
ber of the St. Thomas Catholic Church. He was

also a member of many other religious and civic
organizations, including the Catholic Order of
Foresters, the Holy Name Society, the Knights of
St. John, the St. Boniface Orphans Society, the
Knights of Columbus, the Eagles, the Elks (see
Civic Associations), and the Newport Moose
Club.
Diskin suffered from leukemia for about the

last two years of his life. He died of a cerebral hem
orrhage at Good Samaritan Hospital, Cincinnati,
at age 66. Funeral services were held at the Immac
ulate Conception Church in Newport. More than
3,000 people attended his funeral; this was the
largest group ever to attend a funeral in Newport.
Many state and local politicians were present, in
cluding J. Lyter Donaldson, Arthur B. Rouse, and
Brent Spence. Diskin was buried at the New St. Jo
seph Cemetery, Price Hill, Cincinnati. His wife
Charlotte preceded him in death in March 1931.
“Death Comes to Larry Diskin," KE, August 16, 1942,
18.

“Kentucky's Governor and Federal Officials to Attend
Rites for Lawrence J. Diskin," KTS, August 17,
1942, 1.

"Respect Paid by Hundreds," KE, August 18, 1942, 1.
DISTILLERIES. In February 1935 the New En
gland Distillery of Covington celebrated its 50th
anniversary of continuous production, having op
erated throughout Prohibition by making rum to
flavor cigarettes and for medicinal purposes. Previ
ously, the firm was nationally known for its Red Star
Straight Rum brand. The New England Distillery

1956, 2A.

“Kentucky Deaths." KP, April 1, 1994, 10A.
in Lexington,

"Lottie" Williamson; they had one child, a daugh
ter Elizabeth. Charlotte was the granddaughter of
Captain John Williamson, the well-known
steamboat operator and builder of the Central
Bridge.
Diskin and his family moved to 114 Mayo Ave.

“Those Who Died Touched Lives for Generations,”
KP, December 31, 1994, 1–3K.

Patrick M. Flannery
DISKIN, LAWRENCE J. (b. April 1876, New
port, Ky.; d. August 15, 1942, Cincinnati, Ohio).
Attorney Lawrence J. Diskin, a well-known Camp
bell Co. commonwealth attorney, was a son of
Thomas W. and Mary Mullaney Diskin. His father
was the janitor at the Campbell Co. Courthouse in
Newport, where the family lived on the third floor.
Lawrence's early education was at Immaculate
Conception School in Newport (see Immaculate
Conception Catholic Church, Newport). He
apprenticed under judges John T. Hodge and
Otto Wolff Sr. and later graduated from the
YMCA Law School (see Chase College of Law)
in Cincinnati. Diskin was appointed Newport city
clerk in 1912 and served for two years. In 1914 he
was elected Campbell Co. commonwealth attor
ney, a position he held for the remainder of his life.
Shortly after his election, he married Charlotte

fared better than most liquor manufacturers in that
it was one of the few remaining makers in Northern
Kentucky, surviving into the 1960s at its 115 Pike St.
location, next to an important Louisville and
Nashville Railroad siding. Successful distilleries
needed an adjacent railhead to on-loadshipments of
corn and off-load their products for distribution in
distant markets. The fragrance of distilled spirits
from the New England Distillery permeated down
town Covington until the company's last days of
business; the distillery's buildings remain today.
For many years the Pogue family distilled spir
its in the Maysville area. Later they had an interest
in the New England Distillery's operation in
Covington. From the 1880s to 1911, the Maddox
Hobart, Thorne, and Hazel Gap distilleries were
located, successively, in Campbell Co. at the site
that later became Tacoma Park in Dayton. In
Finchtown, south of Newport along the Licking
River, George Robson Sr.'s Old 76 Distillery made
spirits from early in the 1900s until 1946, when
Schenley Distillers Inc., took over and changed the
name to the Pebbleford Distillery; in December of
the same year, the plant burned in a whiskey-fueled
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conflagration. However, the company's $18 million
stand of stored whiskey was saved. That was the

third fire in the Finchtown operation's history, in
addition to the explosion that took place there in
1888. After the fire of 1946, there was no further

whiskey production on that site.
Between 1888 and 1913, Covington had at least
13 distilleries: Crigler and Crigler, 517 Scott St.:
New England Distillery, Pike St., Old Dexter, 27
Park Pl; Sheldon Distillery, 14 E. Pike St.; Sunny.
side Distillery,61 Pike St.; Walsh Distillery, Front
St.; Hanlon Distillery, 22 W. Seventh St.; Elk Horn
Distillery, 12E. Pike St.; Neal and Hoffman, Third
and Main Sts., Old Kentucky Distillery, Fourth
and Court Sts.; Latonia Distillery, Milldale; Lick

ing Valley Distilling Company, 67 Pike St.; and the
Millbrook Distillery, Front and Scott Sts. The
Walsh operation endured several major fires, much
to the dismay of some Covington city officials who
opposed whiskey-making. By 1910 Walsh had
packed up and moved to Lawrenceburg, Ind., where
it eventually became part of the Schenley Distillers
Inc. empire.
Ancillary distillery businesses in Covington in
cluded both barrelhouses and whiskey wholesalers.
Orene Parker, 12 Pike St.; Meyer and Company,
Third and Scott Sts., Henry Brinker, 640 Scott St.;
J. H. Reinke, 64 Pike St.; Joseph Von Handorf. 609
Main St. Chas. J. Wigger, Patton and Mary Sts:
Thomas Carr, Wallace St. and Madison Ave., Tom

Conry, 34 Pike St., Tom Ruh, 509 Scott St. Patty
Carroll, Wallace and Madison Ave. John Boske, 11th

and Greenup Sts., William Bechtold, Fifth and John
son Sts., William Kranz, Pike and Russell Sts., and

Gus Staggenborg, 1922 Madison Ave.
In Boone Co. at Petersburg, from roughly 1836
to 1910, the Petersburg Distillery (Boone County
Distilling Company) operated. It was founded by
William T. Snyder but later went through many
different owners.

Wars, Prohibition, the Great Depression, re
form movements, the diminishing demand for
bourbon beginning in the 1960s, and industry
consolidation have contributed to the disappear
ance of distilleries in Northern Kentucky. There
were several proposals for building new distilling
plants during the mid-1930s, including one in Lud
low on the site of the former Pintscher Gas Com

pany; another in Mentor, by Seagram-Distillers of
New York; and a third in Wilder, by the Cave
Springs Distilling Company. None of them devel
oped further. The overall number of distillers in
Kentucky has declined in recent years.
Becher, Matthew E. "The Distillery at Petersburg,

Kentucky, Part 1:Snyder's Old Rye Whiskey," NKH
9, no.2(Spring-Summer 2002):49–55.
"The Distillery at Petersburg, Kentucky, Part2.
A Kentucky Giant." NKH 10, no. 1 (Fall-Winter
2003): 35–47.

"Distilling Company Here 50 Years Old," KP, Febru
ary 15, 1935,2.

Geaslen, Chester. "There Rana Distillery or Two in
Covington." KE, December 15, 1966,2.
"Old Whiskey to Be Made Here Again," KP Decem
ber 9, 1933, 1.

Covington City Building and Kenton Co. Courthouse. Third and Court Sts. Designed by Dittoe
and Wisenal, it was completed in 1901 and demolished in 1970.

"Two Sites in Northern Kentucky Considered by Dis
tilling Interests," KP, April 9, 1935, 1.
DITTOE AND WISENALL. This architectural
firm and the two individuals who formed it made

their mark on Northern Kentucky by designing
many buildings in the region. Louis G. Dittoe was
born in Covington in 1867, the son of real estate
agent George M. Dittoe. The family moved to
Newport, where George Dittoe took a position as
editor of the Kentucky State Journal newspaper.
Louis was educated in Newport public schools but
left school at an early age to work for the Cincin

1924 he designed the Ben Adams Insurance Build
ing located on the northwest corner of Fifth and
Madison in Covington. Three years later, he de
signed the Girls Friendly building for the Trinity
Episcopal Church in Covington. Wisenall died
at his home on July 16, 1942 in Covington and was
buried at Highland Cemetery, Fort Mitchell, Dit.
toe died at his home in Cincinnation January 24,
1947, and was cremated.

"Covington Architect," KP, January 2, 1917, 1.
Goss, Charles Frederick, ed. Cincinnati: The Queen

City, 1788–1912. Vol. 3. Chicago. S. J. Clarke,
1912.

nati architectural firm of Samuel Hannaford

and Sons. He also began the formal study of ar
chitecture at the night school of the Ohio Mechan
ics Institute. He showed such aptitude in the field

"New Building on Way," KP, May 15, 1924, 1.
Tenkotte, Paul A. A Heritage of Art and Faith:
Downtown Covington Churches. Covington, Ky.

Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1986.

that he became a teacher of architectural courses
at the school. Bernard T. Wisenall was born in

DIUGUID, NANCY (b. October 18, 1948, Cin

Maysville on September 4, 1869, the son of John

cinnati, Ohio; d. May 21, 2003, Johannesburg,
South Africa), Nancy Elizabeth Diuguid, a pioneer
ing theater director in England and South Africa,
was the daughter of prominent Carroll Co. tobacco
farmer Gex Diuguid and Elizabeth Lineback Diu
guid. She attended schools in Ghent and Carroll
ton, Ky., and Indiana University in Bloomington,
Ind., beforemoving to London, England, to study at
the Central School of Speech and Drama.
Openly homosexual, she broke new ground
with gay and feminist themes (see Gays and Gay
Rights) in her early efforts. She did street theater
with alternative groups such as the Gay Sweatshop

Bernard and Jane Eckmann Campbell Wisenall,

In April 1893 Dittoe and Wisenall formed a part
nership, creating the architectural firm that bore
their names. The firm designed a number of build
ings in Northern Kentucky, including the old
Covington City Hall (northeast corner of Third
and Court Sts., demolished), the Kentucky Post
Building, the First Christian Church, and an
addition to the Citizens National Bank Build

ing. It also designed the Pugh Building (latercalled
the Polk Building) in Cincinnati. The partnership
of Dittoe and Wisenall was dissolved in 1910, and

Dittoereturned to private practice. The only North
ern Kentucky buildings Louis Dittoe is known to
have designed in laterlife are the Alma Apartments
in Fort Mitchell and a private residence in Fort
Thomas. After the dissolution of the partnership,
Wisenall continued to design buildings in the re
gion. With architect Chester Disque, he drew the
plans for the John G. Carlisle Junior High School
and the Third District School in Covington. In

and then moved into more mainstream work,

holding director's positions in a number of re
spected London theaters. She won awards in Lon
don; Munich, Germany; and Edinburgh, Scotland
for her productions and garnered acclaim as a vi
sionary in a staid English theater culture where
gays, feminists, and Americans were considered
suspect. In search of new challenges, she directed
short films and operas, serving as staff director for
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the English National Opera. A believer in the arts
as an agent for healing and social justice, she
launched arts projects working with prisoners,
traumatized children, and victims of illness, rape,

begun canning and shipping its products through
out the world. Papa Nick died October 29, 1984, and
was buried at Evergreen Cemetery in Southgate.

and abuse.

Dixie Chili and Deli. “History of Dixie Chili." www

Kenton Co. Board of Education offices from the
dixiechili.com (accessed June 20, 2007).

In 1999 Diuguid moved to South Africa and
was diagnosed with breast cancer the following
year. She continued working until shortly before

Hicks, Jack. “Escape from Turks the First Ingredient
for Chili," KE, June 12, 1979, Al.
“Nicholas Sarakatsannis,” KP, October 30, 1984, 12C

her death in 2003. Her companion of 17 years,
South African filmmaker Melanie Chait, and their
foster son, Desmond, survived her. She left instruc

Michael R. Sweeney

tion to spread her cremated remains in England,
South Africa, and Kentucky. Diuguid was memo
rialized by a plaque in St. Michael's Church, Guit
ing Power, Gloucestershire, England, and with a
cenotaph at the Ghent Cemetery in Carroll Co.

DIXIE HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL. The fall

Woddis, Carole. “Nancy Diuguid–Visionary Actor
and Director Who Used the Creative Arts, and Her

Own Gay Identity, in a Lifelong Campaign for Jus
tice and Healing," Guardian (England), May 28,
2003, 23.

Bill Davis

DIVIDING RIDGE. A small community in
Pendleton Co., Dividing Ridge was located within
the Grassy Creek Precinct and was the location of
a U.S. Post Office from 1862 until 1896. Simpson
School, a one-room schoolhouse, was located near

there. The community is currently home to the his
toric St. John Catholic Church.

Belew, Mildred Bowen, comp. The First 200 Years of
Pendleton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew,
n.d. [ca. 1994}.
Mildred Belew

DIXIE CHILI. Dixie Chili represents a young
Greek immigrant's business dream come true in a
regionally successful and lasting restaurant chain
that began in Northern Kentucky. Papa Nick,
Nicholas D. Sarakatsannis (1900–1984), arrived in

the United States in 1915, and after working for
years in several other ventures, including Cincin
nati's Empress Chili, he founded Dixie Chili in
1929. He began ladling his famous chili recipe in
Newport at 733 Monmouth St., in an 8-by-30-foot
front room. He did everything from cooking to
serving, often working 18-hour days. This was the
first chiliparlor in Northern Kentucky. On his first
day of business, he made 9 gallons of chili, and to
day some 150 gallons are prepared daily at that
same location in an expanded commissary. Dixie
Chili remains family-owned and is now run by
two of Nicholas's sons, Spiros and Panny. Espe
cially popular with chili connoisseurs is the Dixie
Chili coney, a hot dog in a bun with mustard,
smothered in chili and perhaps enhanced by Ber

1937 opening of Dixie Heights High School, lo
cated at 3010 Dixie Highway in Edgewood, pro
vided northern Kenton Co. with a public high
school facility comparable to the best in the region.
Construction of the Dixie Heights High School
and its companion school, the Simon Kenton
High School, stemmed from a 1935 state review
aimed at modernizing the Kenton Co. school sys
tem. At the time, Kenton Co. high schools suffered
when compared to high schools with better facili
ties in Covington and South Fort Mitchell (Fort

Caywood, James A. “A Brief Sketch of the Develop

ment of the Kenton County School System." Ad
dress delivered to the Filson Society, Louisville,
Ky., January 14, 1958.

"Tight Deadlines to Meet—As Summer of Construc
tion Winds Down, Schools Rush to Opening Day,"
KP, July 24, 2003, 1K.

Greg Perkins
DIXIEHIGHWAY. The Dixie Highway was a sys
tem of roads that stretched more than 5,000 miles

findings generated a plan that recommended,
among other things, the construction of two high
schools, one in southern Kenton Co. to replace the
antiquated Independence High School and
Piner High School buildings, and the other in

and encompassed two major routes and several
spurs. Both divisions ended at Miami, Fla.; the east

northern Kenton Co. to relieve the overcrowded

coln Highway, which connected San Francisco with
New York City, and of the Indianapolis 500 motor
race. One of Fisher's projects was a new resort on a
sandbar that he had just purchased, called Miami
Beach. Fisher used his political connections to push
the idea of the Dixie Highway at a convention of
governors in 1915. Construction started quickly
thereafter, and many parts of the highway were op
erational by the end of 1916, including much in the
Midwest and Florida. Delays hindered the process,
especially in rough or swampy terrain, but the high
way was rounding into shape by spring 1917.
Unlike interstate highways, which were built
entirely new in almost all cases, the Dixie Highway
was much more like the U.S. highway system that
began in the 1920s as a series of previously con

Crescent Springs High School. For the north
ern high school, the Kenton Co. School Board ac
quired 12 acres on the Dixie Highway opposite
Dudley Pike. The two proposed high schools re
ceived federal funding through the Works Prog
ress Administration, a New Deal agency. The Dixie
Highway school's original name was Franklin D.
Roosevelt High School; however, objections were
raised to naming a school after a living person. In
stead, the county school board chose the name Di
xie Heights, a reference to the school's location on
a rise overlooking the Dixie Highway. The school
was completed at a cost of approximately $178,000;
architect Howard McClorey's Art Deco-inspired
design featured 18 classrooms, a cafeteria, and a
gymnasium. James A. Caywood served as the
school's first principal. Students at the school voted
to name its athletic teams the Colonels. The enroll
ment of almost 1,000 students at the new Dixie

Heights and Simon Kenton High Schools in 1937
represented a nearly 50 percent increase in high
school enrollment in the Kenton Co. school system.
Since its opening, the Dixie Heights High
School campus has undergone many expansions
and renovations. During the 1950s and 1960s,
more classrooms, a new cafeteria, and a football

tomers can also order one of the variations of chili

expanded gymnasium, music, and industrial edu
cation facilities. A multiphase $14 million major
upgrade was commenced in 2001 that will result in
essentially a new school building that preserves the
facade of the original 1937 structure. Scheduled for
completion in 2008, the project, designed by archi
tects Piaskowy and Cooper, will feature a media
center, expanded science and computer labs, an

store in Clifton, one in Independence, and one on
Mall Rd. in Florence. Currently there are three Di
xie Chili locations in operation: in Newport, Cov
ington, and Erlanger. In recent years the firm has

NFL athlete.

Mitchell). Dissatisfied Kenton Co. residents often

stadium were added. A 1980 renovation resulted in

dients. At one time the chain had a Cincinnati

Dixie Heights campus will permit new and ex
panded athletic facilities for the high school.
Over the years, Dixie Heights High School stu
dents, marching bands, and athletic teams have
won several honors. Notable Dixie Heights High
School alumni include Ron Ziegler, former press
secretary for President Richard M. Nixon; former
Cincinnati mayor David Mann; Kentucky secre
tary of state Trey Grayson; and Mark Pike, an

enrolled their children out-of-district. The state's

muda onions or shredded cheddar cheese. Cus

served over spaghetti—with cheese, onions, beans,
chopped garlic, or any combination of those ingre

auditorium with stadium seating, central heating
and air conditioning, and a new formal entrance,
The removal of the Caywood Elementary and the

ern section started at Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., and

the western part at Chicago. The highway was the
brainchild of Carl G. Fisher, the creator of the Lin

nected roads, with some small construction con

necting and upgrading the largely rural roadbeds.
Because the Dixie Highway was primarily com
posed of previously existing routes, cities and
towns anywhere near the proposed route peti
tioned the Dixie Highway Association to have
their particular Main Street given the designation
of Dixie Highway. While some people in Northern
Kentucky lobbied for the Three-L Highway or
Alexandria Pk to receive the designation, the ob
vious choice was the Covington and Lexington
Turnpike. Much of the roadway had to be recon
structed and paved with concrete to meet the stan
dards of the Dixie Highway Association.
The Covington and Lexington Turnpike was
rechristened the Dixie Highway in October 1915,
after the association accepted the local bid. It
was then up to local officials to raise the necessary
funds to upgrade the old turnpike. The section
from Covington to Erlanger was completed in July

DIXIE TERMINAL
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proposed upper streetcar loop. Although Newport
Division cars would travel on Cincinnati's Third St.,

they would avoid the very congested areas of Fourth
and Fifth Sts. and would unload and loadina Dixie

Terminal ground-level loop.
Since the Suspension Bridge linked Cincinnati
to the South via Kentucky, the bridge company's
president, Clifford Shinkle, proposed naming the
whole project, including the annex, the Dixie Ter
minal, and his proposal was accepted. Shinkle was
also responsible for getting the Dixie Highway
project (U.S. 25) from Michigan to Florida routed
over the Suspension Bridge from Cincinnati to
Covington through Kenton Co., along the route of
the Lexington Pike.
Construction on the Dixie Terminal was de

Intersection of the Dixie Highway and U.S. 42 in Florence, with the Caintuckee Grill, in the 1960s.

layed by World War I and did not begin until
1919. The terminal was completed in 1921, atacost
of $3.5 million. The shopping arcade was designed
in the Italian Renaissance architectural style, with
a sky-blue vaulted ceiling over the main shopping
area. Low-relief medallions decorating the ceiling
were colored alternately brown and cream and blue
and cream, with touches of gold. The arcade was
furnished with warm cream-colored marble walls,

1916 and celebrated with the planting of 400 trees
along the route and plans for a statue of Simon
Kenton to greet travelers after they crossed the
John A. Roebling Bridge. The route from Er
langer to Florence, Ky., was completed in August
1921. It was celebrated by a parade and dance in
Erlanger, which drew hundreds. The highway was
opened to Williamstown in September 1924. The
entire highway was not completed through Ken
tucky untila bridge spanning the Rockcastle River

Preston, Howard L. Dirt Roads to Dixie: Accessibil

ity and Modernization in the South, 1885–1935.
Knoxville: Univ. of Tennessee Press, 1991.
"State Will Not Give PikeTrees," KP. March 8, 1917, 2.

and shops in it were framed with pilasters rising to
the vaulted ceiling. The Cincinnati Enquirer la
beled the Dixie Terminal the brightest jewel in
Cincinnati's crown.

Chris Mieman

cinnati was used by Northern Kentucky streetcars

On Sunday, October 23, 1921, the Green Line's
Covington Division cars began running directly
into the upper terminal level through a viaduct
from the Suspension Bridge above Second and

and buses from 1921 until 1996.

Third Sts. A month later, on November 27, the

DIXIETERMINAL. The Dixie Terminal in Cin

In the second decade of the 1900s, area civic

Newport Division streetcars started using the Di

in Laurel Co. was finished in 1925.

leaders Frank J. Jones, A. Clifford Shinkle, and

xie Terminal's lower level via Third St. With the

Seeing the success of the highway and its im
pact on towns, boosters along the Three-L High
way wanted their road to be designated part of the
highway as well. Pendleton Co. officials submitted
petitions to the Dixie Highway Association in 1923
to have the Three-L Highway designated the Lick

Charles P. Taft formed a company to build, on the

opening of the lower level of the Dixie Terminal,

ing Valley Branch of the Dixie Highway. Although
some began to call the Three-L Highway "Dixie

eight floors were to be leased as commercial office

Highway," the association never recognized any
stretch of the Three-LHighway as part of its official
highway system.
The net effect of the Dixie Highway was to place
Northern Kentucky along one of the major north
south corridors connecting the industrial North
with the rapidly growing Florida playgrounds.
Tourist stops such the Halfway House in Wil
liamstown that provided food, gasoline, and ac

Shinkle, who was the president and one of the
primary stockholders of the Covington and Cin
cinnati Bridge Company (see John A. Roebling
Bridge), suggested to Taft that an annex to the
south of the proposed Fourth & Walnut Building

commodations thrived on the tourist trade of fami

pany, abusiness owned by the Green Line's parent,
the Columbia Gas & Electric Company, agreed.
Taft had plans drawn for a four-story annex to the
Fourth & Walnut Building, with the lower two
floors for use as the transit company's streetcarter
minal and the top two floors designed for addi
tional office space.
The Green Line signed along-term lease on the
annex in 1917. Cincinnati's Planning Commission
was delighted that as many as 70 Covington Divi
sion Green Line streetcars per hour would no longer
run on Cincinnaticity streets; they could go directly
from the Suspension Bridge to the Dixie Terminal's

lies going to and from vacation spots in Florida.
Clark, Thomas D. A History of Laurel County. Lon.
don, Ky: Laurel Co. Historical Society, 1989.
"Covington Good Willers Celebrate Opening of Pike
to Williamstown." KP September 25, 1924, 1.
"Covington Plan Draws Praise from Forester," KP
January 24, 1917, 1.

"DoubleTrack Highway." KP May 29, 1923, 1.
"Erlanger Celebrates. KP August 15, 1921, 1.
Foster, Mark S. Castles in the Sand: The Life and
Times of Carl Graham Fisher. Tallahassee. Univ.
of Florida Press, 2000.

southwest corner of Fourth and Walnut, a com

the Green Line discontinued its use of the L&N

mercial complex that became Cincinnati's largest
indoor shopping arcade and office building. The
first two floors of the building were to be devoted
primarily to retail shopping, and the remaining

Bridge, and all of the Newport Division cars used
the Central Bridge to and from Cincinnati.
The two levels within the Dixie Terminal were

arranged similarly. The tracks in each level formed
a horseshoe-shaped loop. The streetcars entered

space.

would be an ideal terminal location for the Green

Line Company's streetcars arriving from
Northern Kentucky. Taft, who was a major stock
holder in the Cincinnati Gas and Electric Com

Dixie Terminal, Cincinnati.
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the eastern side of the horseshoe, discharged their
passengers, and proceeded around to the western
side to pick up passengers bound for Northern
Kentucky. Each loop was 355 feet long, and four
small or three large streetcars could be simulta
neously unloaded on one side of the horseshoe
curve, while up to five small or four large street
cars could board passengers at the same time on

When Bentler's operation ended, the residents
of Erlanger and Elsmere were left without public
transportation between their cities and the Fort

progress of the airport's development. In Septem
ber 1946 David L. Ringo, the assistant general
manager of both the Dixie Traction Company and

the other side.

In 1922 a group of businessmen, led by Kenton
Co. attorney Stephens Blakely, established the
Dixie Traction Company, a corporation with an
initial capitalization of $10,000. Beginning opera
tions on August 15, 1922, the company used three
buses and linked its roundtrip services from Flor
ence, Elsmere, and Erlanger along the Dixie High
way to the streetcar line's termination point in Fort
Mitchell. On August 18, 1925, the company ex
tended its route further north along the Dixie
Highway through downtown Covington to Cin
cinnati. The initial investors sold the company in
1927 to Erlanger businessmen F. Walton Dempsey

When inbound passengers disembarked from
streetcars at the Dixie Terminal, they left the ter
minal area via an exit-only passageway. Passengers
bound for Northern Kentucky dropped their nick
els or tokens into mechanical turnstiles or, if they
needed change, went to a cashier's booth and then
proceeded through the cashier-controlled barrier.
Because streetcar conductors were not required to
handle money at the Dixie Terminal, they could
attend solely to the task of rapidly loading or un
loading passengers.
The economicbenefits of the Dixie Terminal to

the Green Line were considerable. The Covington
Division's streetcars saved an average of 10 min
utes per round trip by avoiding Cincinnati's street
traffic. Even the Newport Division's trips saved an
average of 5 minutes simply by being able to un
load and load off-street. These factors meant that

the company could run fewer streetcars per route
while maintaining the same service levels.
Even when the Green Line changed over from
streetcars to buses, between 1935 and 1950, the Di
xie Terminal continued to serve as the off-street

terminal until the company ceased transit business
in November 1972. The publicly owned successor
to the Green Line, the Transit Authority of
Northern Kentucky (TANK), continued to use
the Dixie Terminal for another 24 years. However,
in September 1996, TANK was notified that its

Mitchell streetcar line, with its access to downtown

the CN&C, confirmed that the Dixie Traction

Covington and Cincinnati. After the Dixie High
way was paved in August 1921, public bus services
from Florence, Erlanger, and Elsmere to Coving

Company had contracted with three major airlines
and the Airport Board to carry passengers in a

ton and Cincinnati became feasible.

town Cincinnati hotels and the new airport. In ad
dition, the company had obtained exclusive rights
from the Airport Board to provide incoming pas
sengers with taxi-for-hire service to all points
within a 20-mile radius of the airport. However, its
taxi-for-hire authority to return to the airport was
limited to picking up customers at the Gibson, Ter

and Arthur Rouse. In November 1929 the Dixie

Traction Company established two additional
routes, from Fort Thomas to Cincinnati. By 1930
the company had become a serious competitor of
the Green Line Company wherever its routes
closely paralleled the rival company's existing
streetcar tracks. To house the Dixie Traction Com

pany's growing fleet of 15 buses, a new garage with
a 30-bus capacity was built on the southeast corner
of Dixie and May in Elsmere in 1929. It was located
just feet away from Erlanger's city boundary line
and was always called the Erlanger Garage. By the
end of 1937, the company owned 25 buses. It made
62 round trips daily, except on Sundays, between
Florence and Cincinnati and 26 round trips daily,
except on Sundays, on its two routes between Fort
Thomas and Cincinnati. Sunday buses ran be

scheduled motor-coach service between down

race Plaza, Netherland Plaza, and Sinton hotels in

downtown Cincinnati. The company marketed the
scheduled motor-coach service as Airporter Ser
vices and its taxi-for-hire service as Red Top Lim
ousines (the company never referred to its limou
sines as cabs). The agreements were consummated
following the move of American, Delta, and Trans
World airlines from Lunken Airport in Cincinnati
to the new Greater Cincinnati Airport in January
1947. The Dixie Traction Company, or its parent
the Green Line, operated both scheduled motor
coach service and nonscheduled taxi service to

and from the airport until 1973.
On March 16, 1950, the ICC approved the
abandonment of CN&C's No. 1 Fort Mitchell
streetcar service. Furthermore, the Dixie Traction

Company was given permission to serve certain
points of the old streetcar line with a new Erlanger
Florence bus route that commenced on July 3,

1950. The Dixie Traction Company's lines in
Campbell Co. were merged with the parent Green
Line Company's bus services as the No. 21 N. Fort
Thomas and the No. 24 Cold Spring-Alexandria
routes. In 1955 the Dixie Traction Company was
given permission by the ICC to merge with the
Cincinnati, Newport, and Covington Railway

lease at the Dixie Terminal would be terminated

tween Florence and Cincinnati at 30-minute inter

on October 18. At 12:45 a.m., October 18, 1996, the

vals; no service was maintained on Sunday be

No. 1 Erlanger-Florence bus pulled out of Dixie

tween Fort Thomas and Cincinnati.

Company (CN&C). On March 15 Stephens Blakely,

Terminal; this was the last bus to make a service
forth, buses with service routes to Northern Ken

In June 1939 news reports revealed that the
Green Line Company had reached an agreement
to purchase the Dixie Traction Company for the

tucky picked up their passengers on downtown

sum of$200,000. In October 1939 it was announced

streets in Cincinnati.

that the Dixie Traction Company had entered into
side agreements to purchase the Cold Spring Bus
Company and the Alexandria Bus Company at a
cost of $25,000. In 1940 the Green Line Company
was given clearance by the Interstate Commerce
Commission (ICC) to complete its purchase of the
Dixie Traction Company, but included was a man
date that the suburban routes to Erlanger, Cold
Spring, and Alexandria be operated under the
banner of the Dixie Traction Company as a sepa
rate operating subsidiary of the CN&C (the Green

general counsel for both the CN&C (Green Line
Company) and the Dixie Traction Company and
one of the original bus company's founders, had
the sorrowful duty of filing the Dixie Traction
Company's dissolution papers with the Kentucky
secretary of state. On June 27, 1955, the former Di
xie Traction garage in Elsmere was destroyed by
fire. The fire, which broke out during the late after
noon, quickly spread through the building, de
stroying three buses. One employee suffered a mi
nor injury. Along with the building and the buses,
valuable tools, company records, and fare boxes
were destroyed. The total loss from this fire ex

run emanating from the Dixie Terminal. Hence

Lehmann, Terry W., and Earl W. Clark. The Green
Line. Chicago: Central Electric Railfans' Associa
tion, 2000.

Terry W. Lehmann
DIXIE TRACTION COMPANY. The prede.
cessor of the Dixie Traction Company was J. W.
Bentler's motorbus operation in Northern Ken
tucky, which began in 1915. Bentler operated one
30-passenger bus from the end of the Green Line
streetcar line in Fort Mitchell south along the Cov
ington and Lexington Turnpike (later the
Dixie Highway) to the adjoining communities of
Erlanger and Elsmere. The combination of hard
rubber tires, uncomfortable benchlike seats for

passengers, and the crushed-gravel washboardlike
surface of the pike, coupled with rising fuel prices
and parts shortages, caused Bentler's operation to
fold before the end of World War I.

Line).

Beginning in 1943, the Dixie Traction Com
pany ran a roundtrip bus shuttle service for con
struction workers from its Erlanger-Florence route
at Commonwealth Ave. and the Dixie Highway
to where the Greater Cincinnati Airport (Cincin
nati/Northern Kentucky International Air
port) was being built in Boone Co. The bus com
pany was surprised to discover that many riders
were using this service merely to view the ongoing

ceeded $100,000.

Lehmann, Terry W., and Earl W. Clark. The Green
Line. Chicago: Central Electric Railfans' Associa
tion, 2000.

Terry W. Lehmann
DONAGHY, MARK F. (b. January 5, 1956, Phil.
adelphia, Pa.). Mark F. Donaghy, the innovative
general manager of the Transit Authority of
Northern Kentucky (TANK) for almost 15 years
(1990–2003), is the fifth of seven children born to

DONALDSON LITHOGRAPHHC COMPANY

James W. and Justine Evans Donaghy. His father's
employment with the parent company of the
Green Line transit company caused the family to
move often during Mark's childhood. Mark's fa
ther, James, received his initial managerial train
ing in Newport and later managed transit com
panies in such diverse locations as Chester, Pa.;
Youngstown, Ohio; Omaha and Lincoln, Neb.; and
Worcester, Mass. James W. Donaghy was inducted
into the American Public Transportation's Hall of
Fame in 1993.

In 1979 Mark Donaghy married Dora Lee
Booth; the couple raised three children.
Following in his father's footsteps, Donaghy
accepted a management position in 1980 with First
Transit Inc., a predecessor of his present employer.
His first management position with a transitcom
pany was in Manchester, N.H., as director of oper
ations. In 1981 First Transit Inc. assigned Mark
to TANK to serve as assistant general manager
and planning and grants administrator. Donaghy
served the transit authority for six years and was
the person responsible for researching, making ap
plications for, and administering federal grants
and for implementing TANK's equal opportunity
and minority business enterprise programs. Most
significantly, Donaghy served as project manager
during the planning and construction of TANK’s
general offices, maintenance, and storage garage
on Madison Pk, in Fort Wright, which opened on
November 20, 1982. While assistant general man
ager at TANK, he earned his bachelor's degree in
business administration from Thomas More

College in December 1985, having previously gar
nered credits toward his degree from the Univer
sity of Nebraska and Youngstown State University
in Ohio.

connect the downtown Cincinnati sports com
plexes and Cincinnati's retail and restaurant dis
trict with the rapidly expanding Newport, Belle
vue, and Covington entertainment districts along
the Ohio River and with Covington's Main Strasse
Village. The shuttle was a complete success, so
much so that TANK found it necessary to order

new, larger buses in 2001.
Through Donaghy's leadership, TANK devel.
oped an alternative indoor transfer location after
it was notified in September 1996 that its lease for
the Dixie Terminal, its downtown Cincinnati ter

minal, would not be renewed. That development
gave impetus to implementing TANK's long-range
plan to operate a primary transfer facility in
downtown Covington. A new indoor facility, lo
cated on the ground floor of the Kenton Co. park
ing garage on Madison Ave. between Second and
Third streets in Covington, was opened on July 25,
1998. Named the Riverfront Transit Center, the

facility was designed to serve as TANK's major
transfer point in order to speed up operations, to
replace the former main transfer locations in con
gested downtown Cincinnati (and at Third and
Madison in Covington), and to provide TANK’s
transferring passengers a place to make connec
tions under shelter.

Further initiatives by TANK under Donaghy's
leadership included assisting employers and social
service agencies by the institution of commuting
service to outlying areas where abundant employ
ment opportunities exist. Also during the 1990s
TANK greatly expanded its Regional Area Mobil
ity Program known as RAMP. By 2003 RAMP’s
door-to-door service for the mobility impaired as
sisted almost 4,000 individuals each month.
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graduated from Carrollton High School and en
tered Virginia Military Institute in Lexington, Va.,
then transferred to Centre College in Danville, Ky.,
where he earned his bachelor's degree. He received
his law degree from Cumberland University in
Lebanon, Tenn., in 1913. He returned to Carroll

ton and began his law practice. Friends described
Donaldson as straight-spoken, honest, and sin
cere, reminding them of Abraham Lincoln. In
December 1913 he married Jessie Rose Hill of

Carrollton. He entered politics in 1921 and was
elected Carroll Co. attorney, a position he held
until 1930. His father died on August 1, 1930, and
J. Lyter was chosen to succeed him as president of
the First National Bank of Carrollton. In April 1935,
Kentucky governor Ruby Laffoon (1931–1935)
named Donaldson chairman of the Highway
Commission; he served until 1939. In that same

year, he managed Keen Johnson's campaign for
governor and, after Johnson's victory (Johnson
served from 1939 to 1943), was appointed state
highway commissioner. In his new position, Don
aldson became a major promoter of many North
ern Kentucky highway projects, which contrib
uted greatly to the growth of the area. Those
projects included the widening of U.S. 27 from
Fort Thomas to Cold Spring, the widening of the
Dixie Highway from south Covington through
Fort Mitchell, and the construction of U.S. 42 in
the direction of Louisville. He was also instru

mental in the construction of Donaldson Rd.,
named in his honor, which became the main ar

tery leading to the Cincinnati/Northern Ken
tucky International Airport. He resigned as
Kentucky Highway Commission chairman in
1944 to run for governor on the Democratic ticket.
In one of the closest elections in state history, Re
publican Simeon Willis defeated him. Donaldson

In 1986 Donaghy was promoted to general
manager of the Missoula Urban Transit District
in Montana. There he was responsible for all the
operational, maintenance, and administrative
functions of that system. He was brought back to
Newport by First Transit Inc. in 1990, to serve as
the general manager of TANK. During the early

TANK received a Spirit of the ADA Award
from the Kentucky Disabilities Coalition in 2001.
Donaghy's leadership skills at TANK were also
recognized by the Kentucky Transportation Cab
inet when it named TANK the Outstanding
Transit Operation in the Commonwealth in 1993.
On the nationallevel, Donaghy received the Amer
ican Public Transportation Association's national

years of Donaghy's second term at TANK, he rec

award for the Advancement of Minorities and

tery. At the time of his death, he was living in the

ognized the needs of the underserved, but grow
ing, southern portions of the three-county region
(Boone, Kenton, and Campbell counties) that the
transit system served. The decade saw expanded
service to Northern Kentucky University and
to the Cold Spring–Alexandria area of Campbell

Women in the Workplace in 1997.

same house in which he had been born. His wife

In September 2003 First Transit Inc. promoted
Donaghy to vice president of its transit manage
ment services. In his new position, he assumed
oversight responsibility for the further develop
ment of First Transit Inc.'s consulting business in
North America. He also became the supervisor of
all the managers of First Transit Inc.'s transit oper
ations in Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, and Kentucky,
including TANK.

had preceded him in death in June 1951. His only
surviving close relative was a brother, Giltner A.
Donaldson, who was executive secretary to U.S.

Co. as well as new services to the Boone Co. area

centered on Empire Dr. Also, a new No. 2-Airport
Express route was instituted between downtown
Cincinnati and the Cincinnati/Northern Ken

tucky International Airport, with the sched
ule primarily aimed at shift-change times at the
airport.

Also included in TANK expansion plans was
service to the newly developing business districts
(and new condominium construction) along the
Northern Kentucky riverfront. On May 6, 1998,
the Southbank Shuttle began; it was a new bus
route developed by Donaghy to link the downtown
business districts of Cincinnati, Covington, New
port, and Bellevue. The shuttle was designed to

served as chairman of the state Democratic Exec
utive Committee from 1944 to 1948 and afterward

returned to his legal practice in Carrollton. He
died of a heart attack at age 68 in 1960 while visit
ing friends in Louisville. His body was returned to
Carrollton for burial in the Odd Fellows Ceme

Representative Brent Spence.
Kleber, John, ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia. Lex
ington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Reis, Jim. "J. L. Donaldson Put Area on FastTrack for
Growth,” KP, March 27, 1960, 4K.
DONALDSON

Donaghy, Mark F. Interview by Terry W. Lehmann,
April 20, 2005, Cincinnati.
Lehmann, Terry W., and Earl W. Clark. The Green
Line. Chicago: Central Electric Railfans' Associa
tion, 2000.

Terry W. Lehmann
DONALDSON, J. LYTER (b. April 10, 1891,
Carrollton, Ky.; d. March 27, 1960, Louisville, Ky).
Lawyer and politician J. Lyter Donaldson was the
son of Joseph A. and Susie Giltner Donaldson. He

LITHOGRAPHIC

COM

PANY. By the turn of the 20th century, the
Newport-based Donaldson Lithographic Com
pany had become known internationally for its
high-quality colorful circus posters. It operated
out of a four-story building at the southeast corner
of Sixth and Washington Sts., across from the site
of the modern-day Pompilio's Restaurant, em
ploying as many as 300 workers. Donaldson's art
department provided jobs for many graduates of
the Cincinnati Art Institute.
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The company was founded by Cincinnati-born
William Mills Donaldson (1840–1931), who lived

most of his life in Campbell Co. He attended the
Fourth St. Elementary School in Newport and
Woodward High School in Cincinnati. He started a
lithographic firm in Cincinnati in 1863. In 1890 the
company was located at 11 W. Eighth St., and as it
expanded, it moved to Newport in 1898 to a build
ing once occupied by the Dueber Watch Case

Company. By the time ofthe relocation, most ofthe
firm's business consisted of circus posters for clients
such as the Ringling Brothers, Buffalo Bill Cody, the
Tom Mix Circus, and Annie Oakley. Donaldson be
came so deeply involved with the Gentry Brothers
Circus, attempting to keep it operating, that he ulti
mately owned that organization. The lithographic
firm also produced large posters for outdoor adver
tising billboards. In 1905 the Donaldson concern
was merged with six other lithographic companies
to form the Consolidated Lightographing Com
pany, with William Donaldson remaining at the
helm of the Newport operation. In addition to its
circus accounts, the company printed theater mar
quee posters and advertising posters for florists,
hardware associations, Plymouth automobiles,
Florsheim Shoes, and Kuppenheimer Clothes.
In Covington, at the site of the former Central
Covington Stock Yards (see Meatpacking) along
the Louisville and Nashville Railroad and

22nd St., William Donaldson built the forerunner

of the Donaldson Art Sign Company in 1914. It
was a separate operation specializing in "tin orna
mentation" for powder cans and the like. One of

When fighting commenced between the
United States and Mexico in 1846, Doniphan or
ganized a regiment of Missouri volunteers for
military service. Elected as their commander, he
led this contingent of troops during Gen. Stephen
Kearny’s invasion of New Mexico. After the sei
zure of the town of Santa Fe, Kearny left Doniphan
in command, whereupon Doniphan forced peace
upon a hostile Navajo people. Later ordered to join
Gen. Zachary Taylor's army in northern Mexico,
Doniphan led his men on one of the longest
marches in U.S. military history. By the time the
volunteers from Missouri reached Taylor's en
campment at Saltillo, Mexico, they had covered
more than 3,600 miles, a feat for which their com

mander, Doniphan, was lauded and hailed as an
American “Xenophon.”
After the Mexican War ended, Doniphan re
turned to Liberty, Mo., resuming his law practice
and championing the cause of education. When
secession threatened to tear the country apart in
1861, Doniphan, a slave-owning Unionist, sought
to find compromise. He attended the 1861 Wash
ington Peace Conference, but that meeting's ef.
fort to avert the war and strike a compromise
failed. Afterward, Doniphan declined an offer of
a command in the Union Army, preferring to
continue working as a lawyer and assisting refu
gees displaced from western Missouri. He re
mained in Liberty as a prominent lawyer and re
spected member of his community until his death
in 1887. He was buried at the Fairview Cemetery,
Liberty, Mo.

Donaldson's sons, also named William, became

Find A Grave. www.findagrave.com (accessed No
the founder of Billboard magazine, which contin
ues to be the bible of the music business. William
Mills Donaldson died at his home in Fort Thomas

in 1931. The Newport company closed in 1936, and
Hyde Park Clothes later occupied the building it
had used. The Covington company operated until
1988 before it closed; its fire-damaged building
was demolished in 2002.

“Newport Firm Goes into Merger," KP, May 27,
1905, 5.

Reis, Jim. “Posters Painted Company's Success,” KP.
September 22, 1987,4K.
Michael R. Sweeney
DONIPHAN,

ALEXANDER

WILLIAM,

BRIGADIER GENERAL (b. July 9, 1808, Ma
son Co., Ky.; d. August 8, 1887, Liberty, Mo.). Alex
ander Doniphan, a Mexican War commander,
was the son of Joseph Doniphan of Virginia, who
died early in Alexander's life. When Alexander was
age nine, his elder brother was named as his guard
ian, and young Alexander joined him in Augusta
in Bracken Co. Shortly after graduating from Au
gusta College at age 19, Doniphan began the
study of law under the tutelage of Martin Marshall.
He passed the bar in 1829 and subsequently de
cided to move to Missouri, first settling in Lexing
ton and then in Liberty, Mo. Doniphan served
three terms as a Missouri state legislator. As a brig
adier general in the Missouri militia, in 1838 he
was credited with bloodlessly quelling a threatened
uprising by the Mormons.

vember 30, 2005).

Hughes, John T. Doniphan's Expedition, Containing
an Account of the Conquest of New Mexico. New
York: Arno Press, 1973.

Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincin
nati. J. M. Armstrong, 1878.
DONNELLY, THOMAS FRANCIS (b. Octo

ber 27, 1870, Covington, Ky; d. April 1, 1955, Cov
ington, Ky). Thomas F. Donnelly, Covington
mayor, was the son of Irish parents, Lawrence and
Mary Tierney Colleron Donnelly. His father died
when he was six years old. He attended both the
public and the parochial schools of Covington. At
age 14Thomas began work as a bookbinder in Cin
cinnati; later, in 1902, he became a car conductor

with the Pullman Company. In 1915, at the age of
45, his political career began: he was elected to the
Covington City Commission and reelected in
1917. In 1920 Donnelly became the mayor of Cov
ington, serving until 1924. He promoted the city
manager form of government as a means to lessen
corruption. In 1924 Donnelly returned to the City
Commission for another term before becoming
mayor a second time from 1928 to 1932. After his
political career, he worked as a ticket-taker on the
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad Bridge. He
was a popular stereotypical Irish Catholic Demo
cratic politician of his era and a member of the Ca
thedral Basilica of the Assumption parish and
several local fraternal benefit organizations. He
never married. He spent the last 10 years of his life
living in a boardinghouse at 1810 Greenup St., a
structure that he had inherited from his brother.

Donnelly died at St. Elizabeth Hospital in Coving
ton and was buried at St. Mary Cemetery. Politics

had provided the means of upward mobility for
this second-generation Covington man, and until
recent times, he was Covington's only two-term
mayor.

Sacramental Records of St. Mary Cathedral Parish,
Covington, Kenton Co. Public Library, Coving

Tim Herrmann

ton, Ky.

“Tom Donnelly, Former Covington Mayor, Dead,”
DONIPHAN, JOSEPH (b. August 19, 1823, Au
gusta, Ky.; d. May 2, 1873, Augusta, Ky). Joseph
Doniphan, a Bracken Co. lawyer, judge, and politi
cian, was the son of local businessman George
Doniphan, who ran grocery, tobacco, and leather
tanning businesses in Augusta. Joseph attended
local schools and entered Augusta College, but
he left during his senior year without graduating.
From 1839 to 1842, Joseph worked as a clerk in his
father's businesses. In 1844 he began the study of
law and was admitted to the bar in 1848. Doniphan
entered politics in 1849 and was elected to the
Kentucky House of Representatives, representing

KTS, April 1, 1955, 1.
“Two-Time Mayor of Covington Dies,” KP, April 1,
1955, 1.

DONNERMEYER, WILLIAM I. (b. Septem
ber 19, 1924, Dayton, Ky). William Irwin “Bill”
Donnermeyer, a former Kentucky legislator, is the
son of Frank John and Bertha Schlereth Donner

Augusta Hillside Cemetery; his wife and three

meyer. Bill was the youngest of eight children. He
played football at Dayton High School in Dayton,
Ky., but left before graduating and joined the U.S.
Navy on December 11, 1942. He served as a radio
man aboard the USS Weber, a destroyer escort in
the Atlantic Ocean. After the Allied victory in Eu
rope, he was being trained in multicommunica
tions for the Army, the Navy, and the Marines in
preparation for the invasion of Tokyo, when the
war ended. He then served as part of the occupa
tional forces in Japan for six months. After return
ing from Japan in February 1946, he completed his
high school education, graduating from Dayton
High School that same year.
After attending Villa Madonna College
(Thomas More College) for a period of time,
Donnermeyer joined the Pipe Fitters Union No.

children survived him.

392 in 1947. From 1958 to 1964 he served on the

Bracken Co. He married E. A. Ward on December

16, 1856, and they had three children. He served
three terms as mayor of Augusta, 1852–1854,
1860–1862, and 1869–1871. In August 1862 he was
elected circuit judge of the Kentucky Ninth Judi
cial District Court and served a term of six years.
Doniphan was elected chancellor of the courts in
Bracken, Campbell, Kenton, and Pendleton coun
ties in May 1871 and held that position for the re
mainder of his life. He was 49 years old when he
died in 1873 at his residence. He was buried at the

DOVER COVERED BRIDGE

Pipe Fitter's executive board. In 1964 he became a
member of the Bellevue City Council and served
until 1969. He won a close election for Kentucky
state representative for the 68th District as a Demo
crat and remained in that office until he retired in

1994 (see Democratic Party). During his term in
the Kentucky legislature, he was a member of the
Labor and Industry Committee and, in 1972, the
vice chairman of the Business, Organizations, and
Professions Committee. In 1974 he became the
chairman of that committee. From 1976 to 1986 he

was majority caucus chairman. In this position he
was able to place people on various committees. In

in France, Germany, and Italy, she married noted
chemist Charles Doremus in Washington, D.C., in
1880 and spent the remainder of her life in New
York City. She was a respected social leader and
genealogist, who traced the lineage of members of
high society; she wrote three plays for the Broad
way stage. The Circus Rider (1888), The Fortunes
of the King (1890s), and By Right of the Sword

He has remained a steadfast member of the

newspapers provided an environment of prosper
ity and optimism. The town expanded after the
Civil War to include nearby Frenchtown in 1874
and extended its boundaries further in the fol

in Bronx, N.Y.

tion of Dover was in decline and some businesses

Births Campbell County 1850–1910, available at
Kenton Co. Public Library, Covington, Ky.
“Mrs. C.A. Doremus, Playwright, Dead," NYT, April
17, 1934, 21.

DOUGHERTY, WILLIAM AND ELIZA

Kentucky that Bill Donnermeyer sponsored or co
sponsored. He was the primary sponsor of 98 of
them. The legislation that he sponsored or cospon
sored is the subject of a 128-page booklet from the
Kentucky Information Systems Commission.
Among the bills was legislation concerning the au
tomated registration and titling of automobiles,
the state lottery, and the abolition of bail bonds
men, Donnermeyer was also involved in the es
tablishment of the Community Action Agencies,
funding for training of local firefighters and police,
the adoption of a legislative code ofethics, and bills
to legalize bingo and harness racing.

built around Dover. Several banks, factories, and

Barrymore. In the 1880s and 1890s she appeared in
amateur performances. In 1934 she died from a
stroke and was buried at the Woodlawn Cemetery

(1905). Doremus was a friend of Lionel and John

government.
More than 200 bills were enacted into law in

yard that furnished bricks for many of the houses

lowing decade. During the late 1880s, the Chesa
peake and Ohio Railroad ran a service line
through Dover, giving it better access to markets.
The town managed to recoup after the great flood
of 1937, and the Mary Ingles Highway was com
pleted in the 1950s. But by that time, the popula

1990 he became the chairman of the Cities Com

mittee and in 1992 the chairman of the Open
Meetings and Open Records Committee; that
same year he also served as chairman of the State
wide Information Committee, in which position
he pushed for the greater use of computers in state
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had closed. In 1968 a devastating tornado was a
calamity that the residents of Dover found diffi
cult to overcome. The community remained, but
its once-bright potential as a commercial center
was gone. During the 1990s the completion of the
AA Highway served to isolate Dover further. In
the year 2000, the city of Dover had a population

BETH. In 1779 Elizabeth Conway and William
Dougherty, accompanied by her fatherandmother,

of 316.

one child, brothers and sisters, and several other

Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. The Towns of Mason

families, moved from Virginia to Kentucky. The
families settled in Bourbon Co. about 10 miles

County: Their Past in Pictures. Maysville, Ky:
Maysville and Mason Co. Library Historical and

north of Paris, in the neighborhood of what was
then called Ruddell's Station. In 1780 British cap
tain Henry Bird (see Bird's (Byrd's) War Road)

Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason
County, Kentucky. Lexington, Ky: Transylvania,

Scientific Association, 1986.

1936.

attacked that settlement, and William and Eliza

beth were captured with the rest of her family and

Rennick, Robert. Kentucky Place Names. Lexington:
Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1984.

taken to Detroit, Mich. After their release, William
U.S. Census Bureau. “American FactFinder. Data Set.

and Elizabeth Dougherty lived in Bourbon Co. for
a few years before moving north to Pendleton Co.
They settled on Grassy Creek, not far from the
present town of Falmouth, and remained there un

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent
Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
April 3, 2007).
Thomas S. Ward

til William died.

Democratic Party and has supported many Demo
crats in their campaigns for office. In 1972 he
served as the Campbell Co. chairman for Walter
Dee Huddleston's successful campaign as a Demo
crat for the U.S. Senate. Donnermeyer has always
taken the position of those who needed help, in
cluding the homeless and the unborn, and is well
known for his strong right-to-life advocacy.
In 1948 he married Shirley Snyder, who died in
1967. They had three boys, William, James, and
Thomas. In 1970 he married Mary Ruth Hill, and
they had one daughter, Teresa. Bill Donnermeyer
resides with his family in Bellevue. Donnermeyer

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. [ca.
1994].
Edward E. Barton Papers. Pendleton Co. Library, Fal
mouth, Ky.
Mildred Belew

DOVERCOVERED BRIDGE. The Dover Coy

ered Bridge in northwestern Mason Co., the oldest
surviving covered bridge in Kentucky, was first
built in 1835 as a tollbridge to replace a bridge that
burned. Only 13 covered bridges remained stand
ing in Kentucky in 2007, of which only Dover
Covered Bridge and three others continue to carry

DOVER. The town of Dover is situated on the

auto traffic. There were once hundreds of covered

orary lifetime member of the Pipe Fitters Union

Ohio River in Mason Co., about eight and a half
miles northwest of Maysville, along Ky. Rt. 8, the
Mary Ingles Highway. The area that is now Do
ver was in prehistoric times an abode of the Ameri
can Indian mound-building Adena people (see
Mound Builders), who erected a large mound

bridges in the state, but their numbers have been
whittled down by many causes. Some were burned
during the Civil War; the vehicles crossing them
became heavier over the years; new bridges have
been built to replace them; and floods, storms, ne
glect, arson, and vandalism have damaged them

and a member of the Bellevue Vets, the Ameri

there. With the arrival of white settlers, a town

as well.

can Legion, and the VFW.

eventually emerged and thrived for a time. In 1786
Jeremiah Washburn and his family built the first

"Abortion Heats Up Primaries,” KP May 25, 1996, 1K.
Armstrong, Bryan. "A Man of the People," KP Janu

house in Dover. Arthur Fox Jr. laid out the town in

Covered bridges were built as an attempt to
protect the wooden floor of a bridge from the rav
ages of weather. The sloped roof of the bridge pro
tected the deck and main truss of the bridge from

Blvd. in Bellevue is named after him. He is an hon

ary 3, 1995, IK.
Robert W. Stevie

DOREMUS, ELIZABETH (b. May 22, 1853,
Newport, Ky.; d. April 15, 1934, New York City).
Elizabeth Johnson Ward Doremus, playwright
and genealogist, was the daughter of George W.
and Josephine Harris Ward. She was a grand
daughter of James Taylor Jr., founder of New
port, on her mother's side. Her father owned sev
eral plantations throughout the South. Educated

1818, and they named it Dover for the town in En
gland from which his father had immigrated. A
post office was established in Dover in 1823, and
the town was incorporated in 1836.
Dover had seen significant growth by the
mid-19th century and became important as a
shipping center. Several early businesses prepared
the way. Gen. Anderson Lyon and Langhorn Tabb
Sr. formed the Tabb and Lyon Company, which
purchased tobacco for shipping to ports as far
away as New Orleans and Boston. African Amer
ican builder John Patty operated a coal- and brick

rain, snow, and the heat of the sun. Water remain

ing on the floor or on a truss of a wooden bridge
hastens rot, while prolonged heat causes wood to
shrink and warp. The long-term effects of both rain
and sun will cause the eventual deterioration of a

wooden bridge.
The Dover Bridge carries Ky. Rt. 3113 across
Lee Creek, just south of Ky. Rt.8 (the Mary Ingles
Highway) and the city of Dover. The bridge, built
of treated wood, is 63 feet long. It was rebuilt in
1928, 1966, and 2000. During the 2000 rebuilding,
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steel I-beams were inserted into the floor to help
carry the heavier weight of vehicles. The original
bridge construction used a double set of queenpost

Covington on April 13, 1918, with pharmacist Al
bert C. Wells in charge.

Drake was one of the most influential men of
Henderson, M. L., and Dennis B. Worthen. “Cora

trusses on each side, much in the manner of barns

Dow (1868–1915)–Pharmacist, Entrepreneur, Phi
built in that day. Each covered bridge, when built,
expressed a unique construction method, based
upon local building material and construction
knowledge, to solve the problems relating to a
stream's width and the height of its banks, Ky. Rt.
3113 has recently been routed around the covered
bridge, although motorists can still drive over the
bridge on a short bypass road. The Dover Covered
Bridge is on the National Register of Historic
Places.

Brandenburg, Phyllis, and David Brandenburg, Ken
tucky's Covered Bridges. Cincinnati: Harvest
Press, 1968.

Powell, Robert A. Kentucky's Covered Wooden
Bridges. Lexington: Kentucky Images, 1984.

White, Vernon. Covered Bridges. Berea: Kentucky
Imprints, 1985.

Charles H. Bogart

lanthropist," Pharmacy in History 46 (2004). 91–
105.

Dennis B. Worthen

DOWNINGSVILLE. A milling and trade-route
community, Downingsville, once existed in west
central Grant Co. where Ky. Rt. 36 crosses Eagle
Creek. Downingsville was situated in a wide valley
of fertile bottomland not far from Eagle Creek's
Horseshoe Bend. The precise date of the village's
founding is not known, but a post office was
opened there in 1843 or 1844. This village may
have been named for pioneer John Downing, who
founded the Democratic election precinct of
Downingsville. In the 1840s the village was re
ported to be 10 miles west of Williamstown and
described as containing one tavern, one doctor,
one lawyer, one store, a few mechanics, and 30
inhabitants.

DOW DRUG STORES. Cora Dow (1868–1915)

graduated from the Cincinnati College of Phar
macy in 1888 and took over her father's small store
on Fifth St. in Cincinnati. By 1915 Dow owned 11
drugstores, the second-largest pharmacy chain in
the United States, larger than Walgreens at the
time. In July 1916 Dow Drugs announced the pur
chase of the Gilmore Drug Company at the corner
of Seventh and Madison Sts. in Covington, claim
ing that although Dow's home was in Cincinnati,
once the bridge was crossed, a Dow Drug Store
became Kentuckian in feeling and spirit. In De
cember the company announced that it would
soon open a store in Newport at Eighth and Mon
mouth Sts.

complete his medical degree at the University of
Pennsylvania in 1815–1816.

Spanning Eagle Creek at Downingsville was
an iron bridge, one of four built in the county
by the King Iron Bridge Company of Cleveland,
Ohio. It was the county's only double-span bridge,
indicating a wider crossing at Downingsville.
Completed around 1891, the bridge connected the
turnpikes that linked the towns of Dry Ridge and
Jonesville.

In 1901 Downingsville occupied both sides of
Eagle Creek and had two stores, a blacksmith shop,
andonesaloon. New and improved roads bypassed
the village, and the post office closed in the early
20th century. In 1956 a new road and a concrete
bridge replaced the old iron bridge, which was torn
down, leaving empty piers to mark its location.

The Dow stores were cut raters, selling at below
the normal retail price, an uncommon retail prac
tice of the day. Some manufacturers refused to sell
to Dow, but she challenged their pricing practices
in court and won. Her firm was an early Rexall
agency, an important pharmacy cooperative until
the mid-1900s. Dow recognized the importance of

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.
Covington, Ky. Collins, 1882.
Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky. Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
Westover, John H. Iron Bridges of Grant County.
Williamstown, Ky. Williamstown Courier, 1901.

women to her trade and furnished her stores so

Barbara Loomis Brown

his day: he founded the Medical College of Ohio
(now the University of Cincinnati College of Med
icine) in 1819–1820, the Commercial Hospital and
Lunatic Asylum in Cincinnati (now University
Hospital, Cincinnati) in 1820–1821, and the West
ern Medical and Physical Journal in 1827. He
held medical professorships at Transylvania Uni
versity in Lexington (1817–1818 and 1823–1827);
Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia (1830–
1831); Cincinnati College (1835–1839); Louisville
Medical Institute, later called the University of
Louisville (1839–1849 and 1850–1852); and the

Medical College of Ohio (1819–1822, 1831–1832,
1849–1850, and 1852).

A prolific author, Drake published, among
other works, Notices concerning Cincinnati
(1810–1811); Natural and Statistical View, or Pic

ture of Cincinnati and the Miami Country (1815);
A Practical Treatise on the History, Prevention,
and Treatment of Epidemic Cholera, Designed
for both the Profession and the People (1832); and
A Systematic Treatise, Historical, Etiological, and
Practical, on the Principal Diseases of the Interior
Valley of North America, as They Appear in the
Caucasian, African, Indian, and Esquimaux Va
rieties of Its Population (vol. 1, 1850; vol. 2, 1854
|published posthumously). Drake's Pioneer Life
in Kentucky (1870 published posthumously) is a
source of much information about early Kentucky.
He was also editor ofthe Western Journal of Medi
cine and Physical Sciences (1828–1838) and of the
Western Journal of Medicine and Surgery(1840–
1849).

Drake was also a civic activist, serving as an
elected trustee of the City of Cincinnati. A strong
supporter of building a railroad from Cincinnati
to Charleston, S.C., he published a tract entitled
Rail-road from the Banks of the Ohio River to
the Tide Waters of the Carolinas and Georgia
in 1835 (see Cincinnati and Charleston Rail

road). Drake died in 1852 and was buried in Spring
Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati.
Horine, Emmet Field. Daniel Drake (1785–1852):

that they would be a welcoming place for them. She
also hired women pharmacists and sales clerks.
Cora Dow's only interests outside the business
were animals and music. She campaigned nation
ally for the idea that horses should have a two-week

nati, Ohio). Daniel Drake, a physician, a professor,

Pioneer Physician of the Midwest. Philadelphia:
Univ. of Pennsylvania Press, 1961.
Shapiro, Henry D., and Zane L. Miller, eds. Physician
to the West: Selected Writings of Daniel Drake

an author, and a founder of medical institutions,

on Science and Society. Lexington: Univ. of Ken

annual vacation. She loved music and wanted to be

was the son of Isaac and Elizabeth Shotwell Drake.

tucky Press, 1970.

a musician, but there is no evidence that she ever

In 1788 his family moved to Mayslick in Mason
Co. In 1800 Daniel's father apprenticed him to Dr.
William Goforth, a Cincinnati physician. Drake
continued his studies in medicine at the presti
gious University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia
in 1805–1806, studying under the noted physician
Benjamin Rush. He returned to Northern Ken
tucky in 1806 and practiced medicine for one year
in Mayslick, then moved to Cincinnati in 1807,
where he assumed the practice of Dr. Goforth and
married Harriet Sisson; they eventually had five
children, three of whom survived past infancy. In
1810 he opened a general store and pharmacy with
his brother Benjamin. Daniel sold the store to

received any formal training.
Before her death in 1915, Dow sold her drug
stores to an investment group. She designated the
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra as her major ben
eficiary, leaving it more than $700,000 (the equiva
lent of $13 million in 2004).

The original staff at the Covington store in
cluded pharmacists Charles H. Wagner and
Charles Bock, as well as Hildreth Green, Marie

Herget, and Bessie Ferguson. The Newport store
opened on March 24, 1917, with much fanfare. The
first pharmacist there was H. S. Kendrick. The 21st
store in the chain opened at Pike and Madison in

DRAKE, DANIEL (b. October 20, 1785, near
Bound Brook, N.J.; d. November 5, 1852, Cincin

Paul A. Tenkotte

DRAKE,

MRS.

ALEXANDER

(“MRS.

DRAKE”) (b. Frances Ann Denny, November 6,
1797, Schenectady, N.Y.; d. September 1, 1875, Old
ham Co., Ky). Frances Ann Denny grew up in Al
bany, N.Y., and made her theatrical debut at age 14
in Midnight Hour at a small theater owned by
Noble Luke Usher in nearby Cherry Valley. A re
spected East Coast thespian, Usher had built the
first theater in Kentucky at Lexington in 1808.
Because he was unable to persuade professional
companies to travel to the west, he used amateur
actors in his productions for several years. In 1814,

DRIVE-INS

though, he persuaded English-born stage manager
Samuel Drake to organize a professional theater
company in Albany to perform at Kentucky play
houses. Veteran actors rejected Drake's proposal,
so he relied upon his children: Samuel, Alexander,
James, Martha, and Julia. Frances Ann Denny was
one of the five novices who joined them. By the
time the Drake Theater Company reached Lexing
ton in 1815, Denny was an experienced and profi
cient actress. In late 1819 Denny left the Drakes to
make a North American stage tour to Quebec,
Montreal, Boston, and New York City, where she
was spectacular when she appeared at the Park
Theater on April 17, 1820, in Man and Wife.
She reunited with the Drakes in 1823, marry
ing Alexander Drake and assuming the name Mrs.
Drake, by which she is still remembered. The cou
ple built an elegant home in Covington, where they
raised their daughter Julia, but Frances, known
as "America's finest tragedienne,” “First American
Lady of Stage,” “Sarah Siddons of the West," and
“Star of the West," often performed in the East.
Then, on February 10, 1830, Alexander Drake died
unexpectedly on a stage in Cincinnati, leaving
Frances to raise Julia. On January 23, 1840, Fran
ces wed lawyer George W. Cutter, an Indiana
state legislator and an accomplished poet. The
ceremony was performed by Rev. Henry Ward
Beecher of Indianapolis. After a brief residency in
Terre Haute, Ind., the couple moved to the Drake
estate (the Daniel Carter Beard home) in Cov

ington, Ky., where Cutter published poetry, headed
a Kentucky military company during the Mexi
can War, and was active in Whig politics. When
Zachary Taylor (1849–1850) was elected president
in 1848, Cutter expected to be named U.S. ambas
sador to Morocco. However, Taylor died before
making the appointment, and President Millard
Fillmore (1850–1853) gave the sometimes
intemperate Cutter a job in the U.S. Treasury De
partment. The Cutters' marriage dissolved when
Frances refused to relocate to Washington, D.C.
After the divorce, Mrs. Drake appeared at theaters
in Cincinnati and in St. Louis, Mo., and managed
another venue, the Histrionic Temple, at the site of
the old Louisville Theatre in Louisville. She even

tually retired to Harmony Landing, the Drake
farm along the Ohio River in Oldham Co., where
she died on September 1, 1875. She was probably

pany, Theodore Drees Builder. In 1956 Ralph Drees
was drafted into the U.S. military and served in the
Army Corps of Engineers in Alexandria, Va. On

Builder Magazine) in 1991, and the Northern
Kentuckian of the Year (by Covington Catholic
High School) in 1993. He has served in various
community organizations, including the North
ern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, where he
was chairman of the board in 1991; for 13 years he
was a member of the Kenton Co. Airport Board
(see Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Interna
tional Airport). He was inducted into the Greater

June 22, 1957, he married Irma Schultz. After Drees

Cincinnati Business Hall of Fame in 2000.

three sons born to German immigrant Theodore
Drees and Elizabeth Feldmann Drees. Growing up
in Wilder in Campbell Co., Drees attended New
port Central Catholic High School and gradu
ated with the class of 1952. He was then hired to
work on the construction crew for his father's com

was discharged in September 1958, he created a
partnership with his father and his brother called
Drees Builders and Developers. In the first subdi
vision the firm developed, Fairwood Hills, Drees
moved into the second home he built, bought a
van, and drove the subdivision's school bus for

three years. On December 31, 1967, Drees and his
brother dissolved their partnership (their father
had retired earlier), and by August 27, 1968, Drees
had formed a new corporation, Drees Builders and
Developers Inc. He brought many innovations to
the housing market. In 1974 he established the first
planned unitdevelopmentin Northern Kentucky—
Prospect Point in Villa Hills. By the 1980s Drees
Builders and Developers Inc. had moved into its
first office building, on Royal Dr. in Fort Mitchell.
As the firm became part of the larger national mar
ket, it was renamed the Drees Company. Drees
built his organization into the largest privately held
company in the Greater Cincinnati Area and one
of the top 25 homebuilders in the United States. In
1994 Drees stepped down as president of the com
pany but remained chairman of the board of direc
tors. On January 14, 2004, he was sworn in asjudge
executive of Kenton Co. after being appointed by
Kentucky governor Ernie Fletcher (2003–2007).
Over the years, Drees became involved in local
government and business organizations, including

Odell, George C. D. Annals of the New York Stage.
Vol. 3. New York: Columbia Univ. Press, 1927.

“Celebrating Generosity.” KP, April 30, 2004, A14.
Drees, Ralph. Interview by Gabrielle Summe, March
2005, Covington, Ky.
Drees Homes. www.dreeshomes.com (accessed April
2, 2006).

“High School to Honor Homebuilder Drees," KP,
May 12, 1903, 2K.

Steinberg, Janice Burke, and Anne L. Mitchell. A
Solid Foundation: The History of the Drees
Company. Fort Mitchell, Ky: Drees Homes, 2002.

Wilson, Dennis. “Ralph Drees Wins Honor for His
Charity Work," KP December 19, 2005,2K.
Gabrielle Summe

DRIVE-INS. Drive-in movie theaters and res

the driver's-side window. Once the food was con

sumed, the driver would signal with the headlights
again, and a carhop would come and remove the
tray. Later drive-in restaurants were equipped
with two-way speaker systems for communication
between the driver and the carhop.
Drive-in restaurants in Northern Kentucky all

Northern Kentucky Area Planning Commis
sion (NKAPC). Drees served on the NKAPC for

in 1985.

1971.

Greater Cincinnati Foundation.

lyze and prescribe solutions for Kentucky's de
pressed real estate economy. Drees's devotion to the
housing industry earned him a position as presi
dent of the Home Builders Association of Kentucky

HBANK in 1978 and was instrumental in estab

lishing the HBANK's scholarship fund. Elected
to the Erlanger City Council in November 1965,
Drees was appointed by the mayor to the Erlanger
Planning and Zoning Commission and the

11 years. He was elected to the national board of

1955.

Builder Humanitarian Award for all his giving to
charities, civic organizations, museums, schools,
and social service groups. Drees and his wife have
five children, and together they created a charitable
trust with the Northern Kentucky Fund of the

1973 and was appointed by Kentucky governor

Kentucky (HBANK), for which he was secretary
in 1963, vice president in 1964, and president in
1965. He served a second term as president of the

directors for the Home Builders Association in

Hill, West T., Jr. The Theatre in Early Kentucky,
1790–1820. Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky Press,

ington's Devou Park to the community. In 2006
Drees was honored with National Hearthstone/

John Y. Brown (1979–1983) to a task force to ana

the Home Builder’s Association of Northern

buried first on the farm next to her father, who had

Ford, George D. These Were Actors: The Story of the
Chapmans and the Drakes. New York: Library,

In honor of his company's 75th anniversary in
2003, Drees donated the Drees Pavilion in Cov

taurants, where customers stayed in their cars to
eat a meal or watch a movie, operated in Northern
Kentucky from the mid-20th century until 1992.
The flourishing of such establishments was directly
related to the post-World War II "car culture."
At a drive-in movie theater, customers simply
purchased a ticket at the gate, pulled the car into an
open spot, and attached the speaker inside a win
dow on the car's left side. Having a meal at a drive
in restaurant was a bit more complex. Upon enter
ing the parking lot, the driver would find a parking
spot and study the menu, which was displayed
either on one large sign or on a small sign next to
each parking spot. Once a decision was made, the
driver would turn on the car's headlights to attract
a carhop. After taking the order, the carhop would
deliver the food on a tray designed to fit onto

died in 1854; both were re-interred on the same

day at Cave Hill Cemetery in Louisville in 1893.
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As a businessman and community leader,
Drees has received many awards, among them the

took their cues from one franchise, Frisch's. The

Martin Conrad Memorial Award in 1987 and the

Greater Cincinnati area's first drive-in restaurant

1990 Kentucky Entrepreneur of the Year Award in
the Real Estate/Construction category. He was
named Northern Kentucky Chamber of Com

was the Frisch's Mainliner, which opened in 1939
in Fairfax, Ohio, along Wooster Pk. The first drive
in in Northern Kentucky, a Frisch's, was established
in Newport in 1949, at 19th and Monmouth Sts.
(U.S. 27). Eventually four more Frisch's drive-in

Mike McCormick

DREES, RALPHA. (b. April 7, 1934, Covington,
Ky.) Ralph A. Drees, a humanitarian and the pre
sident of the Drees Company, was the second of

merce's Business Person of the Year in 1990, the

National Builder of the Year (by Professional
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DROEGE, IGNATIUS J.

restaurants opened in Northern Kentucky, in Cov
ington, Erlanger, Fort Thomas, and Fort Mitchell.
The last remaining drive-in restaurant in the re

gion was the Erlanger Frisch's. An era ended when

lic nuisance. O'Hara cited films such as Love Ob

ject and The Seducers, both rated X, and the R-rated
Barbarella as examples of movies that should not
be shown. Although he conceded that he could not

on April 1, 1988, carhops took their customers' fi
nal orders at the Frisch's in Erlanger at Dixie
Highway and Forest Ave. The company was con

shut down the theater on the content of the films,

verting all of its drive-in restaurants to the use of

travelers on I-75.

drive-through windows instead.
Of course, other drive-in restaurants made

their names known in Northern Kentucky. One of
the most famous was Schilling's Drive-In in Fort
Wright. Owned by the Schilling family who also
owned the Lookout House and the Beverly
Hills Supper Club, Schilling's Drive-In was a
successful entry into the drive-in market. The es
tablishment earned some publicity when it ap
peared in a 1955 Popular Science article that
described its new audio system featuring walkie
talkies. The other drive-in chain in the region
was Jerry's, a company based in Lexington that
had outlets in front of the entrance to the Dixie
Gardens Drive-In Theater and in Florence at

Turfway Rd. and the Dixie Highway. Jerry's Res
taurants, now the corporation Jerrico Inc., also
established the successful Long John Silver's chain
of restaurants.
Drive-In theaters were established in Northern

Kentucky during the late 1940s. The first one, the
Florence Drive-In, opened on the Dixie Highway
near Main St. in Florence on May 22, 1947, at a cost
of $143,000; it could accommodate 800 cars. Just

a few weeks later, on July 3, 1947, Willis Vance
opened the Dixie Gardens Drive-In Theater, which
had a 700-car capacity, along the Dixie Highway in
Lookout Heights (Fort Wright). Vance had also
started the Strand Theater in Covington and the
aters in Newport and Latonia. On the site of Ta
coma Park's failed dog track and speedway in
Dayton, the Riverview Drive-In Theater opened
on September 5, 1948. Southern Campbell Co. re
ceived its own drive-in when the Pike 27 Auto

Theater opened in October 1954. It was customary
for the drive-ins to show two films per night; start
ing times varied with the time of sunset.
By 1960 both the Dixie Gardens and the Flor
ence Drive-In theaters were owned by Redland

he did get a permanent injunction on the basis of a

public nuisance, because its screen was visible to

in 1988 and was soon replaced by condominiums
and retail business in the fast-developing area. The
screen of the Dixie Gardens Drive-In Theater was

ment over to his sons. His wealth was estimated at

destroyed by a fire in 1990, the site has been pur
chased and is being developed into luxury-car
dealerships. Even the Pike 27 Auto-Theater in Cold
Spring, threatened by no nearby multiscreen cine
mas and serviced by no nearby interstate highways,
closed in 1992, leavingthe Boone-Kenton-Campbell

$1 million. In 1899, when the Diocese of Coving
ton (see Roman Catholics) was having financial
difficulty funding the completion of its Cathe
dral Basilica of the Assumption, Droege pre
sented Bishop Camillus Paul Maes with a check
for $10,000. In 1910, at the age of 82, Droege died
of a stroke at his home and was buried at St. Mary
Cemetery in Fort Mitchell. He was preceded in
death by three sons and three daughters. The
Droege homestead, with the I. Droege brass name
plate on the front door, still stands. It remained in
the family until Emily, his last surviving child,

Kentucky in the 1980s occurred mostly because of
two factors, rising land prices and competition
from multiscreen cinemas. As development pushed
farther and farther south, land values increased,

making land-intensive businesses like drive-in
theaters more expensive. At the same time, inter
state highways made traveling to multiscreen cin
emas a much more attractive option even for the
reluctant driver. Cinemas in Florence and Erlanger
claimed the clientele that drive-in theaters had
retained.

The Riverview Drive-In Theater was severely
damaged in the flood of 1964 and never regained
its earlier success. The theater limped on until it
closed in 1982, to be replaced by the Watertown
Yacht Club. The Florence Drive-In Theater closed

Co. area without a drive-in theater. Other drive-in

theaters in the outlying areas included the Riv
erview Drive-In Theater in Carrollton in Carroll

Co., the Judy Drive-In Theater in Dry Ridge in
Grant Co., and the Park Drive-In Theater in

Maysville in Mason Co.
Most recently, the availability of movies that
can be viewed at home, via purchase or rent or ca
ble access, has made the trip to the drive-in theater
seem even more a quaint fixture of the past.
Reis, Jim. “Big Screen Entertainment," KP, February
11, 2002, 4K.

Theoret, Nanci. "Curb Service Returns for This Week

end at Erlanger Landmark." Dixie News, July 30,

and the Liberty Theater in Covington. Often the

1992, 1.

Chris Meiman

the Florence Drive-In Theater. The Florence Drive

In Theater was open year-round, through the use

died in 1964.

“Fine Gift: Bishop Maes Gets Ten Thousand Dollars,”
KP, November 18, 1899, 1.

"The German Pioneer Society of Covington and
Newport. History, Minutes, and Papers, 1877–ca.
1902," trans, Sr. Mary Romilda Bertsch, S.N.D.,
and Sr. Mary Edwin Paetzold, S.N.D., 1988, Kenton
Co. Public Library, Covington, Ky.
“Ignatz Droege Dies,” KP, June 6, 1910, 2.
Johnson, E. Polk. History of Kentucky and Kentuck
ians. New York: Lewis, 1912.

Theater would show the same film; another film

would be shown at both the Liberty Theater and

after their move, Maria Anna died of cholera, and
her half sister, Antoinette Koran, moved into the

Droege house to care for the five young children.
Antoinette and Ignatius were married May 16,
1865, at St. Joseph Catholic Church, Coving
ton. Antoinette gave birth to nine children.
In 1867 Droege joined Charles Bogenschutz as
a partner in the Droege & Bogenschutz Stove
Foundry Company, manufacturers of stoves, hol
lowware, and castings. In 1877 Droege secured a
bank loan, enabling him to purchase the Phillips
& Jordan Rolling Mill (formerly the Bush & Jor
dan Rolling Mill). His partnership in the Droege
& Bogenschutz Foundry was dissolved that same
year, and Bogenschutz retained the foundry.
Droege changed the name of his company to the
Licking Rolling Mill. Its output was 25,000 tons of
bar iron annually, mainly for industrial use. At
that time the mill was the largest employer in Cov
ington, with 350 workers. Droege continued to be
identified with the Licking Rolling Mill until his
retirement in 1897, when he turned its manage

The demise of drive-in theaters in Northern

Theaters, which also owned the Madison Theater
Madison Theater and the Dixie Gardens Drive-In

They lived first on the north side of 12th St. be
tween Greenup and Scott; then in 1863 the family
moved to a larger home at 1217 Greenup. Ignatius
handcrafted the cherry mantelpieces in the new
home and the iron fencing surrounding it. Soon

DROEGE, IGNATIUS J. (b. January 30, 1828,
Velmede, Germany; d. June 12, 1910, Covington,
Ky). Ignatius Joseph Droege, a Covington indus

of “in-car warmers." The Dixie Gardens Drive-In

trialist, was the seventh of 10 children of Frederick

Theater had an accompanying building with a
skating rink for winter amusement. Both of these

and Maria Franciscius Huecker Droege. In 1849 he
immigrated to America in pursuit of financial op
portunity. Trained as a blacksmith, he found em
ployment in steel manufacturing at the Bush &
Jordan Rolling Mill along the Licking River in
Covington. He became a lifelong member of the

"Notice—Co-Partnership Dissolves,” Covington
Ticket, August 3, 1877,2.
Reis, Jim. "Smoke Stacks Once a Familiar Sight," KP,
July 14, 1986,4K.
St. Mary Cemetery Records, Fort Mitchell, Ky.

drive-in theaters were sold to National Amuse

ments in August 1969. While the heyday of the
drive-in theaters was the 1950s and 1960s, both

theaters survived into the 1970s, showing largely a
combination of B-grade horror movies, oddities
films, and soft-core pornography.
In December 1970 Kenton Co. commonwealth

attorney John J. O'Hara began targeting the Dixie
Gardens Drive-In Theater as what he called a pub

German Pioneer Society (see German Ameri

cans) shortly after arriving. Five years later, on
April 19, 1853, he married Maria Anna Schmidt,
the stepdaughter of a German immigrant carpen
ter, and the couple had four sons and one daughter.

Schroeder, David E. "Building a Celestial City," Mes
senger, December 14, 2001, 20A-29A.
Barbara Droege and Joyce Edmondson
DRUG ABUSE. See Substance Abuse Treat
ment; Transitions Inc.

DRURY CHAPEL METHODIST CHURCH.

This lovely old southwestern Gallatin Co. church
is located in a small community once known as

DRY RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL

Hoggins. The church is on Drury Chapel Rd. about
one mile off Walnut Valley Rd. It sits atop a hill
next to a former one-room school, where there is a

spectacular view of the valley. A circuit-riding
Methodist preacher from Flemingsburg was the
first pastor of the church. Early meetings were held
in the homes of members, in the old log school
house, or on the Fothergill farm at Campground
Springs in Gallatin Co. The Civil War delayed the
construction of the first church's building, which
was dedicated on October 10, 1867. Members of

the congregation provided building materials and
the labor. The pastor at that time was Rev. E. L.
Southgate of Newport. The Drury Chapel Meth
odist Church continues to function today in the
community.
Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,
2003.

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1984.
Darrell Maines

DRY RIDGE. The community established in
Kentucky on the north-south Dry Ridge Trace,
at its intersection with the northwest-southeast

buffalo trail (see Buffalo Traces) between Big

Dry Ridge developed as a trading center for the
surrounding farming area. Landowners estab
lished taverns or general stores to serve travelers as
well as nearby residents. The first record of a sale of
land in building-lot size (rather than by acres) was
a piece of property acquired in April 1848 by trust
ees of the James Chapel Methodist Episcopal
Church South in the Lower Ridge. Soon afterward,
in September 1848, the trustees of the Dry Ridge
Baptist Church on Broadway purchased a build
ing site in the Upper Ridge. The Presbyterian
Church in Dry Ridge, whose congregation traces
its history to the Old Baptist Church on the Dry
Ridge, occupies an 1892 meetinghouse on Warsaw
Ave. The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in
town, organized in 1896, built its church on School
St. in 1900 and has added many improvements
since. The Dry Ridge Colored Baptist Church, as it
•was first named, was organized in 1915 with 50
members. In 1918 it acquired a lot adjoining the
Black School in the Upper Ridge from Arthur
Thompson and his wife, and the church changed
its name to the Second Baptist Church of Dry
Ridge. It has been in continuous use over the years
and is now named Zion Baptist Church.
Dry Ridge was incorporated in 1909, the last of
the four towns in Grant Co. to incorporate. Also in
1909 a creamery company, drilling for fresh water,

Bone Lick and the Blue Licks, became known as

instead found mineral water believed to include

Dry Ridge. Early members of the Old Baptist
Church on the Dry Ridge, organized in 1791 at
Campbell's Blockhouse, settled in the vicinity.
Another early resident was James Theobald, who
served as justice of the peace in 1799 while the area
was a part of Pendleton Co. As time passed, the
Dry Ridge community grew and spread north of
Campbell's Blockhouse.
The post office established in 1815 at Dry Ridge

medicinal qualities beneficial in treating arthritis
and similar conditions. A hotel was built and

named the Carlsbad Springs Hotel, after the fa
mous health hotel in Carlsbad, Germany. The hotel
in Dry Ridge was destroyed by fire in 1927, along
with many other businesses in the area. Although
later rebuilt, the hotel never regained its earlier
prominence.
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Church on the Dry Ridge, the Dry Ridge Baptist
Church was known as the Baptist Church at the
Dry Ridge, Free Will. Elders Benjamin Lambert
and Alexander Monroe founded this church on

July 12, 1817, with 11 original members. The 12th
member, and the first minister, was Elder Chris

tian Tomlin, a native of Virginia who moved to the
Dry Ridge from Ohio in 1817. Services were held in
the meetinghouse that was built in 1799 and shared
with the Old Baptist Church on the Dry Ridge,
under an agreement reached in 1818. The latter
church moved to Williamstown in 1826, leaving
this meetinghouse to the Free Will Baptists, who
had improved it with the purchase of a stove.
In 1843 the church's trustees reported that a
building site had been obtained at the intersection
of the Covington and Lexington Turnpike
(U.S. 25) and the Broadridge (Knoxville) Rd. The
meetinghouse that was built there was of frame
construction, 50 feet by 30 feet. A deed for this
property was not recorded until 1848; it is reported
that church records for the period 1846 to 1877
were lost. In August 1875 the church's trustees pur
chased a building site on Warsaw Rd. (now War
saw Ave. in Dry Ridge), and a new church was built.
It was used until 1895, when it was found to be in

adequate for the church's rapidly growing needs; a
larger building was completed on the same site and
dedicated July 28, 1901.
In 1924 the church constructed a new parson
age on Broadway in Dry Ridge, which was occu
pied by Rev. J. W. Black and his family. In August
1928 a lot was purchased on which to erect a
new house of worship on the southwest corner of
Broadway and Church Sts. On September 29, 1929,
this church was dedicated; it remains the church

building in use today. To support the church's
needs, an annex was built in 1957. A new parson
age was constructed on Broadway near the church
in 1960, and the old parsonage at 44 Broadway was
sold. In 1988 the church refurbished the sanctuary.
In 1992 this large and growing congregation cele
brated its 175th anniversary.

formed, some of the county's residents included
the families of Lawrence Buskirk, Henry Childers,

In 1937 Dry Ridge completed a water
distribution system supplied with water from Wil
liamstown's municipal lake and water purification
plant. Later, Dry Ridge signed a contract with the
Bullock Pen Water District for supplemental water.
By 1980 a sewage-collection system was completed
by Dry Ridge. A contract with Williamstown was

Joseph Childers, G. Childers, Major Childers,

entered into for the processing and disposal of

liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.

Thomas Childers, William Conrad, Jesse Conyers,
Acklin DeHart, Martin Draper, Richard Landrum,

sewage through the Williamstown plant.
Today, with an increasing population; active
retail and wholesale distributors, including an out

John B. Conrad

was the first in the area that became Grant Co. The

first postmaster was G. P. Koulat, who was suc
ceeded by William Hopkins in 1816, then by Grif.
fin Theobald in 1818. In 1820, when Grant Co. was

John Lawless, Simon Nichols, Charles Norton,

John Norton, Absolam Skirvin, Asa Tungate, and
George F. Wheeler.
The community of Dry Ridge developed around
two population centers, The largest of these was
between the Big Bone Lick—Blue Licks Buffalo Trail
(today's Warsaw Ave., Ky. Rt. 467) and Big Bone
Lick, joined by the Dry Ridge Trace (today's U.S.
25). The second center, south of the first, was
where the buffalo trail (Knoxville or Broadridge
Rd) to Blue Licks joined the Dry Ridge Trace.
These two centers are still known by long-time
residents as the Upper Ridge (Knoxville Rd.) and
the Lower Ridge (Warsaw Rd.). The terms are in
keeping with "up to Lexington" (higher elevation)
and “down to Covington or Cincinnati" (lower el
evation) but are confusing to visitors and new resi
dents, who usually think of south as down and
north as up.

let center, modern restaurants, and motels for trav

elers and tourists; and a recently enlarged and ex
panded interchange with I-75, continued growth
and development is to be expected for Dry Ridge.
Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
John B. Conrad
DRY RIDGE, OLD BAPTIST CHURCH ON

THE. See Old Baptist Church on the Dry
Ridge.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil

DRY RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL. The Dry Ridge
High School was one of four high schools estab
lished by the Grant Co. Board of Education during
the early part of the 20th century. The school be
gan in 1909 in one room of the existing four-room
school building of the Dry Ridge Graded Free
School. The school's principal (and its only teacher)
was Bruce Franks. He was succeeded by Robert
Sheriff for the school year 1910–1911, who had four
students for whom he offered extra teaching time
and classes after regular hours so that they might
complete the regular four-year curriculum in three

years. Orie P. Gruelle followed Sheriff at the school
DRY RIDGE BAPTIST CHURCH. The Dry
Ridge Baptist Church was the fourth church to be
organized in the part of Kentucky that became
Grant Co. in 1820. Initially, to distinguish it from
the congregation known as the Old Baptist

in the fall of 1911. The students' accelerated course

of studies was completed, and the first class of four
students graduated in the spring of 1912.
A new brick building was constructed, with
four classrooms on the first floor for the first eight
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DRY RIDGE TRACE

grades and three classrooms and an assembly
room on the second floor for the high school. That
building was destroyed by fire in 1914 and was re
placed by another brick building that served as the
school for many years.
Eighteen students graduated in the last class at

Dry Ridge High School in the spring of 1953. The
new consolidated Grant Co. High School, built
on the south side of Dry Ridge, replaced the four
county high schools. The new Grant Co. Middle
School was built on the same property. Classes
for the Dry Ridge Elementary School, grades one
through six, were held in the building that had
housed Dry Ridge High School until that building
was destroyed by fire in 1973. A new building for
the Dry Ridge Elementary School was built near
the Grant Co. Middle School to replace the build
ing that had burned.

country between built-up communities, the crest
of the dry ridge from Erlanger to Georgetown was
taken by the railroad for its tracks; with no streams
to cross, the railroad had no bridges to build. The
turnpike was rebuilt alongside the tracks and is
now identified as the Dixie Highway (U.S. 25).
Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky. Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
Jillson, Willard Rouse. Pioneer Kentucky. Frankfort,
Ky: State Journal, 1934.
“Your Town–Dry Ridge, Ancient Buffalo Trace
Rides Crest of Kentucky Progress," KTS, March 5,

DRY RIDGE TRACE. The Dry Ridge Trace, a
north-south path between modern Lexington and
the mouth of the Licking River, was an early ani
malandAmerican Indian trail (see Buffalo Traces)

used for decades before the European settlers ar
rived. The trace followed the crest of the dry ridge,
the great drainage divide between the tributaries
of the Licking River on the east and those of the
Kentucky River on the west. For some 60 miles,

from Georgetown in Scott. Co. north to the flood
plains of the Ohio River, there are no streams to
cross, so travel on foot or horseback is easy.
Col. John Bowman used this route in 1779, and

again in 1780, to lead his pioneers to punish the
Shawnee Indians north of the Ohio River for their

interference with Kentucky settlers. In 1788 John
Filson and two partners surveyed the Dry Ridge
Trace on their way to the north side of the Ohio
River, where they were going to develop a settle
ment for settlers who would move from Lexington.
Originally called Losantiville, the settlement was
later named Cincinnati. In 1790, when the area

was a part of Woodford Co., Va., the county court
adopted the Filson Survey of the Dry Ridge Trace,
describing the path as "a tolerable good wagon
road.” As county formations took place in Ken
tucky, each succeeding county, Scott in 1792,
Campbell in 1794, and Pendleton in 1798, adopted
the road as a county road. These counties required
landowners to maintain the portion of the road
abutting their property; however, this requirement
was not always enforced for absentee owners with
large tracts of unsettled land.
In 1819 the Kentucky legislature made the Dry

DUEBER WATCH CASE COMPANY. In

about 1863, in association with Francis Doll, John

C. Dueber established an office and workshop to
the Carlisle Building in Cincinnati. A year later,
Dueber Watch Case Company, utilizing various
locations in Cincinnati and Newport. Around
1874, he moved the company into a new building at
Washington and Jefferson (now Sixth St) in New
port. He hired the best artisans available and be
gan the manufacture of high-quality watchcases.
To this day, Dueber watchcases rival those made
anywhere else in the world, commanding prices in
the hundreds or thousands of dollars. The firm's

early cases were made of solid gold or coin-quality
silver, but later gold-filled and -plated cases were
also made. The company sold its product to many
large companies, including Waltham and Elgin.
Dueber soon became one of the largest manufac
turers of watchcases in the United States. By 1880
its business had increased enough that it built a
second factory, one block north, at Washington
and Madison (now Fifth) Sts. A tunnel was dug un
der Sixth St., connecting the two buildings. One of
Dueber's customers was the Mozart Watch Com

pany of Providence, R.I., which also had begun
business in 1864. Over the years, Mozart had sev
eral name changes and was eventually known as
the Hampden Watch Company and was located in
Springfield, Mass. About that time, the American
Watch Trust was formed by some competing
watchmakers, which led to a boycott of Dueber
made cases. To protect his company's interest, John
Dueber purchased controlling interest in the
Hampden Company in 1886. He named his new
company the Dueber-Hampden Watch Company
and began to manufacture complete watches. He
found that operating two widely separated plants
was impractical, so he built two new buildings on a
site in Canton, Ohio, and closed the other facto

Ridge Trace a state turnpike, leading from

ries, including the two in Newport.
The company's success was at its pinnacle

Georgetown north, and established a commission

about the time of John C. Dueber's death, in 1907.

to maintain the road with toll collections from

Dueber-Hampden had about 3,000 employees at
that time. John's son Albert took over as president
of the company and tried to continue his father's
business practices. However, business conditions
were changing and watch sales fell so much that
the company was no longer profitable. In Septem
ber 1925 Albert sold his interest in the company to

tollgates (see Covington and Lexington Turn
pike). After the Civil War, the Kentucky and Ten
nessee, legislatures chartered the Cincinnati
Southern Railroad (now Norfolk Southern),

granting it the power to acquire the necessary
rights-of-way through both states. In the open

pany later ceased operations, and the equipment

John B. Conrad

Dueber struck out on his own and established the

John B. Conrad

and became Russia's first watchmaker. That com

was sold to a Swiss watchmaker.

1957, 15.

make watches in one room on the third floor of

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.

a group of Cleveland businessmen for $1,551,000.
The new owners had no experience in watchmak
ing, which led to further deterioration in sales, and
eventually the company was forced into receiver
ship. The Dueber-Hampden Watch Company
ceased operations in 1930 and the following year
sold its equipment to Armand Hammer, the well
known head of Occidental Petroleum Corp., who
sent the equipment to Moscow, Russia. The com
pany there was called the AmtorgWatch Company

Gibbs, James. W. The Dueber-Hampden Story. Phil
adelphia: National Association of Watch Case
Companies, 1954.
Oldwatch.com. “Hampden Pocket Watches." www
..oldwatch.com (accessed April 3, 2007).
The Watch Guy. “Hampden Watch Co. aka Dueber
Watch Co." www.thewatchguy.homestead.com
(accessed April 3, 2007).
DUELS. The two most famous duels that took

place in Northern Kentucky were between future
governor William Goebel (1890) and John L.
Sandford in April 1895 in Covington and between
Leonidas Metcalfe and William Casto in Maysville

in May 1862, when Metcalfe killed Casto (see
Casto-Metcalfe Duel). Some well-known duels

involving Kentuckians from other parts of the
state pitted future U.S. President Andrew Jackson
(1829–1837) against Charles Dickinson in 1806,
Henry Clay against political antagonist Humphrey
Marshall in 1809, and aggrieved newspaperman
George Trotter against Charles Wickliffe in 1829.
Kentuckians inherited the practice of dueling
from their European forebears. In this elite soci
etal ritual, only wealthy and middle-class gentle
men engaged in formal duels, and men challenged
only other men of the same social rank. If agentle
man was insulted by a man of lower rank, the gen
tlemen would cane or beat the offending person.
Among peers, a prescribed ritual guided the be
havior of both the accuser and the aggrieved. It
began when an accuser insulted the honor of an
other. Insults could take a variety of forms, but
they were often derogatory statements regarding a
man's character or that of his family. The aggrieved
party returned the insult with a challenge, thereby
questioning the honor of the accuser and necessi
tating that the honor of both principals be de
fended. The accuser established the place of the
duel, the date and time, the distance, and the in

struments (often pistols) to be used. Word of mouth
or public notice then made the community aware
of the impending event. Men called "seconds" were
on hand to guarantee that neither principal vio
lated the established rules. After firing, the men—
dead or alive—were viewed as having restored or
confirmed their honor, and the issue was resolved.

The ritual of dueling revolved around complex
systemsofhonor. Although men typically described
honorasa personal attribute, it was more accurately
defined as a community consensus about a man's
social status, based upon a set of ethical rules. Thus,
the community, not the individual, determined

DURO BAG MANUFACTURING COMPANY

honor. As a standard by which men judged other
men, honor was considered important both on a
personal level and in business relationships. For
slave owners, honor and mastery were seen also as
important tools needed to control their slaves. The
duel sought to mollify tensions through a ritualis
ticbloodletting designed to purify the social status
of both the accuser and the aggrieved party by
demonstrating their courage and manhood in the
face of fire.

Best, Edna Hunter. The Historic Past of Washing
ton, Mason County, Kentucky. Cynthiana, Ky:
Hobson Book Press, 1944.

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.
Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
Judy L. Neff
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Dawson, Albert F. Columbia System: A History
New York: J. J. Little and Ives, 1937.

"Light Company Organized," KP, April 30, 1901, 1.
“Utility Seeks Control of ULH&P" KP. March 16,
1994, 8A.

DURBIN, JOHN PRICE (b. October 10, 1800,

DUKE ENERGY. In April 2006 Charlotte, N.C.
based Duke Energy, which now serves Northern
Kentucky, merged with CINergy Inc. in a $9 bil

Bourbon Co., Ky.; d. October 18, 1876, New York
City). John P. Durbin was an accomplished cabi
netmaker when at age 18 he experienced a religious
conversion and decided to become a minister. In

By the beginning of the 19th century, several
forces in Kentucky chafed against the ideals that
had bolstered the tradition of dueling. Geo
graphic and social mobility destabilized commu
nities and disrupted clear class hierarchies. Im
portant opposition came from religious leaders,

lion deal, in which the Duke name was retained.

This merger created a mega power-generation or
ganization with 5.4 million customers, including
3.7 million electric consumers and 1.7 million gas
users—one of the nation's largest utilities. Duke
Energy has $27 billion in annual revenues, with
54,000 megawatts of electric generation capacity
both domestically and internationally. CINergy
was formed by the 1994 merger of the 157-year-old
Cincinnati Gas and Electric Company (CG&E)

1821 he began preaching in Hamilton, Ohio, and
also attending nearby Miami University at Oxford.

besmirched honor—the courtroom. Lawyers, not
arms and bullets, became the preferred tool to
fight slander and libel, a choice reflected in the
law. In 1799 the Kentucky legislature prohibited
dueling and established substantial fines for each
offense. Later, it added jail terms to the list of
punishments. By 1811 Kentucky law mandated
that government officeholders take a nondueling
oath. Finally, lawmakers added a provision to the
1849 state constitution that forbade anyone who
participated in a duel to hold public office. By the
last third of the 19th century, dueling had become

with PSI Resources of Plainfield, Ind., in a $3.3 bil

president of Dickinson College in Pennsylvania,
and after that he traveled abroad. He was a preacher

anachronistic.

purchased ULH&P in 1907, operating CG&E and
ULH&P as affiliated but separate entities until Oc
tober 1945, when ULH&P became a subsidiary of
CG&E. The Columbia group also owned the Cin
cinnati, Newport, and Covington Railway (the
Green Line) from February 1907 until October
1944. A 1935 federal law required that gas and elec
tric energy producers such as Columbia divest

as well as from members of the middle class who

viewed dueling, death, and injury as threatening
to business partnerships and contracts. Business
men found an alternate arena in which to restore

Coleman, J. Winston, Jr. Famous Kentucky Duels.
Lexington, Ky., Henry Clay Press, 1969.

“Tragedy, John L. Sandford, Director and Cashier,
Killed by Senator Goebel,” KP, April 11, 1895, 3.
Williams, Jack K. Dueling in the Old South: Wi

gnettes of Social History. College Station: Texas
A&M Univ. Press, 1980.

Wyatt-Brown, Bertram. Southern Honor: Ethics
and Behavior in the Old South. Oxford: Oxford
Univ. Press, 1982.

William H. Bergmann
DUKE, BASIL (b. 1766, Calvert Co., Md.; d. June

11, 1828, Washington, Ky). Born to James and
Mary Wilson Duke, Dr. Basil Duke studied medi
cine in Baltimore, Md. After briefly practicing
medicine in his home state, he moved to Kentucky
in 1791, locating initially in Lexington. In 1794 he
married Charlotte Marshall, daughter of Revolu
tionary War veteran Col. Thomas Marshall and
sister of U.S. Supreme Court chief justice John
Marshall. The couple settled in Washington, Ky.,
in 1798, where Duke again established a medical
practice and served residents of Mason Co. as well
as surrounding areas. The two-story brick struc
ture that once served as the Duke family residence

lion transaction.

145,000 residential customers in five counties:

Boone, Campbell, Kenton, Grant, and Pendleton.
For state-regulatory reasons, CG&E in Northern
Kentucky was conducted as a separate corpora
tion. Before 1945, the Columbia Gas System, the
same holding company that held CG&E until Sep
tember 1946, also owned ULH&P Columbia had

themselves of nonrelated business subsidiaries. It

was Columbia that had brought the first natural
gas transmission lines to Northern Kentucky and
Cincinnati from the West Virginia gas fields via a
183-mile, 20-inch pipeline into and through Cov
ington in 1909, replacing the locally produced arti
ficial gas diffused from coal.
By 1902 the six or so gas and electric compa
nies in Northern Kentucky had consolidated into
the ULH&P organization. Two of the last survivors
were the Suburban Electric Company and the old
Covington Gas Light Company. Covington native
James C. Ernst was the company's president and
served in that capacity until his retirement in 1914.
Another Northern Kentuckian who later was

heavily involved in both ULH&P and the Green
Line was Polk Laffoon.

Beckjord, Walter C. The Queen City of the West—

during 110 Years. New York: Newcomen Society,

although it is now abandoned and dilapidated.
Remembered as being one of Mason Co.'s pioneer
doctors, Duke died in 1828; his burial place is

Cincinnati Gas & Electric Company. The CG&E

unknown.

“Cinergy, Duke Merger Gets OK." KP, November 30,

of the U.S. Senate. From 1833 to 1844 he was the

are Observations in Europe, Principally in
France and Great Britain (1844) and Observa

tions in the East, Chiefly in Egypt, Palestine,
Syria, and Asia Minor (1845). In 1849 he moved
to Philadelphia, where he preached and was elected
secretary of the Methodist Episcopal Church's
Missionary Society, a position he held until 1872.
In 1876 Durbin died in New York City and was
buried in Philadelphia,
Chronicles. http://chronicles.dickinson.edu (accessed
March 31, 2007).

Rankins, Walter H. Augusta College. Frankfort, Ky:
Roberts, 1955.

DURO BAG MANUFACTURING COM

PANY.S. David Shor started the Duro Bag Manu
facturing Company in 1953 in Ludlow. At this first
location, it manufactured only paper grocery and
shopping bags. During the 1970s the company ex
panded by opening new plants in Florida, Texas,
Wisconsin, and Mexico. The company's Ludlow
warehouse caught fire on May 28, 1977, the night
of the horrific Beverly Hills Supper Club fire.

The warehouse was rebuilt and full operations re
sumed. Duro added a plastic bag and designer di
vision in the 1980s, and it acquired the S&G Pack
aging Company, which increased sales and allowed
product line expansions. The Duro Bag Manufac
turing Company now has 12 plants and employs
more than 2,500 persons. Duro products are sold
directly to customers or through distributors and
brokers. The company, which remains privately
held and family-owned and -operated, is now the
largest bag manufacturer in North America. It op
erates plants at three Northern Kentucky locations,
Covington, Florence, and Richwood. The corpo
rate offices are in Ludlow. The current president

1951.

and CEO of the Duro Bag Manufacturing Com
pany is Charles Shor.

Story. Cincinnati: Cincinnati Gas & Electric, 1959.
2005, 3K.

Once a Schoolhouse," KP, February 8, 2003,7K.

lege, where he was awarded both a bachelor's and
a master's degree in 1825. From 1825 to 1831, he
was a professor of languages at Augusta College
in Bracken Co., when that school was a flourishing
center of learning. In 1831 he was named chaplain

and an author. His two most famous travel works

Since 1945 Northern Kentucky's Union Light,
Heat & Power Company (ULH&P) had been a
wholly owned subsidiary of CG&E, serving some

still stands along Green St. in historic Washington,

"Basil Duke House May Be Demolished. Building Was

Later, he resumed his studies at Cincinnati Col

"Columbia Corporation Closes Deal." KP February
5, 1907, l.

“Duro Bag Acquires Richmond Paper Plant.” KP.
January 24, 1995,3K.

Duro Bag Mfg. Co. www.durobag.com (accessed
April 3, 2007).
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DURR, R. C.

"Duro Bag Unit Plans Merger." KE, May 23, 1997,
12C.

"Duro Bag Warehouse Burns." KP, May 30, 1977, 15.
DURR,R.C. (b. May 14, 1919, Atwood, Ky; d. May
21, 2007, Edgewood, Ky.) Construction entrepre
neur and philanthropist Robert Charles Durr was

2002, and they lived on a 193-acre farm in Rich
wood, raising cattle and thoroughbred horses. R.C.
Durr died in 2007 of complications related to can
cer and was buried in Independence Cemetery.
Kreimer, Peggy. "Durr's Generosity Shaped the Re
gion, KP May 23, 2007, IA.
"Millionaire Counts Blessing. Not Money." CE, Au

the second son born to Steve and Carrie L. Stevens

gust 10, 2003, B1.

Durr. Durr was a member of the last graduating
class of Independence High School at Indepen
dence in 1939, but instead of enrolling in college, he
boughtacar with the $500 his aunt gave him for col
lege tuition and went to work at Newport Steel in
Newport, making 50 cents an hour. Over the years,
he ran ageneral store with his brother, drove a sup
ply truck for $12 a week, served in the U.S. Army,
sharpened tools at Wright Aeronautical, and
worked at General Motors. In 1941 Durr met Kath

erine Ballinger at a skating rink in Falmouth, Ky.,
and they married in 1946. Havingborrowed money
in 1945 to buy three trucks, Durr hauled limestone
to farmers and blacktopped driveways until 1949,
when he became the successful bidderto build Frog
town Rd. in Boone Co., his first highway project. In
1950 Durr formed the R. C. Durr Company, which
focused on grading and draining roads, mining
coal, and building railroads. He successfully oper
ated a coal mine for 10 years, and his company built
more than 300 miles of road, including large por

"NKU Foundation Salutes Durr's Generosity." KP
November 8, 1991, 8A.

Univ. of Kentucky College of Engineering "A Tribute
to R.C. Durr." www.ktc.uky.edu (accessed March
27, 2006).
Gabrielle Summe

DUVENECK, FRANK (b. Francis Decker, Oc

tober 9, 1848, Covington, Ky; d. January 3, 1919,
Cincinnati, Ohio). The renowned artist, sculptor,
and teacher Frank Duveneck (Francis Decker) was

born into the German Catholic working-class
family of Bernard and Catherine Siemers Decker.
Both the Decker and the Siemers families were

Company ceased construction operations in 1987,
leaving Durr to pursue his interest in banking. He

originally from Damme, a small town near Olden
burg, Westphalia, Germany. According to family
accounts, Frank's father died during the cholera
epidemic of 1849. On February 27, 1851, Catherine
Decker married Joseph Duveneck at St. John the
Baptist Catholic Church on Green St. in Cincin
nati. Joseph Duveneck, an 1847 immigrant from
Germany, was a groceranda justice of the peace in
Cincinnati. After the marriage, the family moved
to Covington, where Joseph operated a beer gar
den at 13th and Greenup Sts. (see Duveneck
House). As a young boy, Frank earned money by
running a sign-painting business. The Duvenecks
attended St. Joseph Catholic Church in Cov
ington, and the Benedictine brothers there encour
aged Frank to become a serious painter and sculp
tor. By his teenage years, he was apprenticed at
the Covington Altar Stock Building Company
to Johann Schmitt and Wilhelm Lamprecht,
German painters who were creating murals in
Catholic churches throughout the northeastern
United States. Early works by Duveneck include 14
paintings of Stations of the Cross for St. Joseph
Catholic Church, Covington, Ky. (1866–1867), a
few of which survive in private hands; Madonna
and Child (1867), in the possession of the Sisters
of St. Benedict, Villa Hills; and 2 paintings of
angels (ca. 1868) at Holy Trinity Catholic Church,

was a founder of Boone State Bank in Florence,

W. Fifth St., Cincinnati (demolished in 1953).

tions of I-75. Durr's firm was awarded the initial

contract for a segment of the Eastern Kentucky
Turnpike (Mountain Pkwy) in 1961. He builtone of
the first modern gravel pits in Northern Kentucky.
In 1964 he acquired Eaton Asphalt and established
it as Northern Kentucky's largest paving company.
He was president of the Kentucky Association of
Highway Contractors, the Kentucky Chapter of the
American Road Builders Association, and the Ken

tucky Highway Division of the Associated General
Contractors of America. He served on the board of
the Boone Co. Water and Sewer District and the

Northern Kentucky University Foundation. He

also founded the Northern Kentucky Industrial
Foundation in Florence.
Durr's interest in horses became a business in

terestby 1970, he bought, sold, and raced thorough
breds. He served on the Kentucky State Racing
Commission from 1980 to 1992. The R. C. Durr

which later was sold and became Fifth Third

With financial help from his stepfather and the

Bank. In 1990 Durr helped establish the Bank of
Boone County, now the Bank of Kentucky, and
on the local boards of the Covington Trust and
Banking Company and Fifth Third Bank. After his

encouragement of the Benedictines, Frank sailed
for Germany in 1869, to study art under Wilhelm
Von Diez at the Royal Academy of Munich. Ger
man critics quickly recognized his exceptional ar
tistic ability, and he was presented with several

wife Katherine died in 1992, Durr created the R.C.

awards. In 1872, while still in Munich, Duveneck

Durr Foundation. His generosity extended to small
charities and nonprofit organizations. Self-effacing
and modest, Durr shunned recognition, allowing
only the YMCA on Burlington Pike in Boone Co.,

painted what many consider his finest picture,
which he called Whistling Boy (now in the collec

he served on its board of directors. He also served

to be named for him. In 2003 he was inducted into

the Kentucky Transportation Hall of Fame as one
of the construction industry's visionaries. Durr
married his second wife, Deborah Jo, in September

tion of the Cincinnati Art Museum). When an out

break of cholera hit Germany in 1873, Duveneck
returned to Covington. The following year, he be
gan teaching art at the Ohio Mechanics Institute in
Cincinnati, where his pupils were often referred to
as "Duveneck's Boys." He also opened a studio in

Frank DuVeneck.

Covington on Greenup St., where he painted por
traits. Duveneckportraits often featured astrongly
modeled face or figure emerging from a dark, shad
owy background. During that period in Coving
ton, he developed a close friendship with artist
Henry Farny and sculptor Clement Barnhorn.
Duveneck missed the thrill and excitement of

the European artist community, so hereturned there
in 1875, accompanied by Frank X. Dengler, Farny,
and John H. Twachtman. Many of his paintings at
that time were of the elderly, the working poor, and
street urchins. After short stays in Paris and Venice,
Duveneck returned to Munich and began to teach
young aspiring artists. One of his students was Eliza
beth Boott, the daughterofasocially prominent Bos
ton, Mass, family. Elizabeth spoke fluent Italian and
French, was an accomplished pianist, and was also a
promising artist who had studied under Greek-born
historic painter Giorgio Mignaty. A romance soon
developed between Frank and Elizabeth, and they
announced their engagement in December 1880.
However, her father was not pleased with her choice
of a future husband, a man from the working class
who had littleformal education. Tensions soon arose

overmoney, manners, and classandeventually led to
cancellation oftheengagement. Afterseveral years of
separation, however, the romance was rekindled,
and Frank and Elizabeth were married in Paris on

March 25, 1886. A magistrate performed the cere
mony in the apartmentofthe bride's widowed father,
and the impoverished groom borrowed the $200
needed to cover wedding expenses. During the cere
mony, Elizabeth wore a brown dress, the same one
she is seen wearing in a portrait of her that hangsto
day in the Cincinnati Art Museum. Their only child,
Francis Boott Duveneck, was born about a year after
the marriage. When the childwasaboutoneyearold,

DUVENECK HOUSE

41-year-old Elizabeth died of pneumonia in 1888
and was buried in the Cemetery of the Laurels, in
Florence, Italy.
Duveneck was devastated by his wife's death
and returned to Covington. There, he renewed his
acquaintance with friends and relatives and began
teaching at the Cincinnati Art Academy. His old
friend Clement Barnhorn encouraged Duveneck
to create a sculpture in memory of his beloved wife,
so Duveneck made a bronze monument of a pros
trate Elizabeth. Francis Boott was so impressed
with his daughter's memorial that he asked his son
in-law to create a marble copy. When completed, it
was placed in the Boston Museum of Fine Arts,
where her son, Francis Boott Duveneck, could eas

ily visit and see it. According to the terms of a
prenuptial agreement that Elizabeth's father had
required Duveneck to sign, her half brother and
his wife raised young Francis in their home at
Waltham, Mass. Duveneck began spending his
summers with the art colony at Gloucester, Mass.,
so he could be near his son. Francis Boott Duve

neck's first visit to his father's home in Covington
occurred after he had become an adult.

Duveneck receivedagold medal for his portraits
and paintings at the Panama-Pacific Exposition in
San Francisco in 1915. In later life, painting became
less important to Duveneck, and he concentrated on
teaching his art to young people at the Cincinnati
Art Academy. Three of his local students who gained
national fame were Farny, Dixie Selden, and John
Henry Twachtman. In 1967 Vance Trimble, editor
ofthe Kentucky Post in Northern Kentucky, headed
a drive to raise funds to buy some of Duveneck's
paintings. Sufficient money was collected to pur
chase 4, and Duveneck descendants donated 6 oth

ers; all 10 are on display at the Kenton Co. Public
Library in Covington. Other Duveneck paintings
can be seen at the Cincinnati Art Museum and at

various museums and galleries around the world. In
1919 Frank Duveneck died of cancer at age 71 in
Cincinnati's Good Samaritan Hospital and was
buried in Covington's Mother of God Cemetery.

Neuhaus, Robert. Unsuspected Genius: The Art and
Life of Frank Duveneck. San Francisco: Bedford
Press, 1987.

Reis, Jim. “From Sign Painter to Portrait Artist.” KP,
November 18, 1992, 4K.

Traditional Fine Arts Organization. “Frank Duve
neck and Elizabeth Boott Duveneck: An American

Romance." www.tfaoi.com (accessed November
30, 2006).

Jack Wessling

DUVENECK HOUSE. The Frank Duveneck

House & Studio, located at 1232 Greenup St. in
Covington, was built by Joseph Duveneck (1823–
1883) about 1861. In 1851 Duveneck married the
widowed Catherine Siemers Decker (1831–1905)

and adopted her young son, Frank Duveneck (b.
Frank Decker [1848–1919). Joseph Duveneck pur
chased the 89-by-85-foot property at the southeast
corner of 13th and Greenup Sts. in three separate
transactions. The first two parcels were purchased
in 1855 from Mary Behne of Cincinnati, and the
third was purchased in 1858 from the Fairmont
Theological Seminary, successor to one-half of the
Western Baptist Theological Institute's hold
ings. Even though by that time the family had
grown to five children, the original house was
probably a three room, one-story structure. The
front room retains evidence of the original
rounded Italianate wood trim, suggesting the
room's importance; the remainder of the first floor
has plain, flat wood trim.
By the time Frank Duveneck left to study art in
Munich, Germany, in 1869, Joseph Duveneck was
operating a beer garden on the premises. This ven
ture may be what prompted the addition of two
rooms on the first floor and of a three-room second

floor, accessed by an exterior stair, to provide the
family with separate living quarters; even with
Frank gone, seven children remained. The Italian

1953, 9.

den. Between 1870 and 1900, Frank Duveneck of.

Public Library, Covington, Ky.
Herbert, Jeffrey G. Restored Hamilton County, Ohio
Marriages, 1850–1859. Cincinnati: Hamilton Co.

Chapter, Ohio Genealogical Society, 1998.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Mother of God Catholic Church, sacramental records

for 1848, microfilm, Kenton Co. Public Library,
Covington, Ky.

death in January 1919. During that time he was
apparently responsible for other changes to the
home, including the installation of electricity and
of gas heating stoves. After his death, his family
sold the property. The house was eventually con
verted into a two-family dwelling, and by 1924 a
hardware store was built on the south part of the
property.
In the mid-1960s, an effort was launched to

restore the house and studio; although unsuccess
ful, that campaign resulted in the formation of the
Northern Kentucky Heritage League and the
creation of the Duveneck Gallery at the Kenton
Co. Public Library. Instead, the building was
converted into a frame shop in 1967. At that time
several major modifications to both the interior
and the exterior were made.

In 2000 Forward Quest, an area planning
and development organization based in Coving
ton, purchased the property, including the former
hardware store. With the aid of a Kentucky Heri
tage Council grant, the exterior restoration of the
house and the studio was completed in 2002. This
restoration substantially restored the exterior sid
ing, the windows, the shutters, and the doors.
Based on professional analysis, the house and the
studio were painted in the colors chosen by Frank
Duveneck when he first built the studio in 1900.

In 2006 a Kentucky Preservation Grant was
awarded to the Frank Duveneck Arts & Cultural

Center to pursue the making of architectural
drawings in preparation for the property's further
restoration.

Bricking, Chuck. Covington's Heritage: A Compila
tion of the City's Historical Houses and a Short
Biography of the Inhabitants. Covington, Ky:
Privately published, 1980.
Covington City Directory, numerous years.

Deed books, Kenton Co. Courthouses, Covington

ish When Historic Church Razed,” CTS, June 23,
Frank Duveneck Collection, microfilm, Kenton Co.

Frank Duveneck lived in the house until his

ate front facade, with its distinctive ashlar-cut wood

siding, was probably installed at the same time.
The beer garden continued in operation only
until Joseph Duveneck's death in 1883; in 1885 his
widow sold a 22-foot parcel on the corner, where a
building was soon built enclosing the family gar

“Duveneck Masterpeices. Famous Paintings to Per
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ten returned to the house, sometimes remaining
for extended periods. In 1899 Catherine Duveneck
purchased a 25-by-89-foot parcel east of the prop
erty, perhaps at the request of Frank, who had just
accepted a permanent teaching position at the
Cincinnati Art Academy, to begin in 1900. A one
story board-and-batten addition containing a
modern bathroom and an art studio with a sky
light was soon built at the rear of the house.

and Independence, Ky.
Duveneck, Joseph W. Frank Duveneck: Painter
Teacher. San Francisco: John Howell Books,
1970.

Hopkins, G. M. City Atlas of Covington, Kentucky.
Philadelphia: G. M. Hopkins, 1877.
Inventory books, Kenton Co. Courthouse, Coving
ton, Ky.
Sanborn Fire Insurance Company. Map of Coving
ton, Kentucky. New York: Chadwick-Healey, vari
ous years.

Thomason, Philip. Covington, Kentucky Eastside
Multiple Resource Area National Register Nomi
nation. Nashville, Tenn.; Thomason, 1986.

Will Book 14, Kenton Co. Courthouse, Covington,
Ky., pp. 103-4.
Alexandra K. Weldon

is four miles from Glencoe in Gallatin Co. and four

Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason

miles from Poplar Grove. The very active Pleasant
Home Baptist Church is in Eagle Hill, and for
many years there was only one occupied home

"Eagle Tavern," Western Globe, August 16, 1839.4.
"The Goddard House, Maysville," Weekly Kentucky

in the immediate area. Lonnie Poland, who lived

County. Lexington, Ky:Transylvania, 1936.

Flag, October 27, 1852,3.

Kentucky Gateway Museum Center, vertical files,
nearby, used to drive the mail from Glencoe to
Maysville, Ky.
Jonesville in Owen Co. and on to Folsom in Grant

Co., and even sometimes to Napoleon in Gallatin
Co. Poland was better known for his famous sor

EAGLE BANK. Grant Co.'s first bank originated
April 6, 1880, when it was chartered by the Ken
tucky legislature. The bank, initially named the
Bank of Williamstown, opened its doors for busi
ness on July 6, 1880, with capital of $50,000. The
incorporators were T. L. Clark, W. G. Frank, Tim

ghum and molasses, which he made at home. He
was only able to produce a few gallons each day, as
it was a slow process. People came from miles
around for his product.

Needham, E. H. Smith, and John H. Webb.

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: "Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky: Standard,

The main office of the Bank of Williamstown
was on Main St. in Williamstown; however, over

the years the bank has been housed in four sepa
rate buildings. After banks were given permission
to establish countywidebranches, additional branch
banks were constructed in Corinth, Crittenden,

Dry Ridge, and Williamstown. These branch loca
tions continue a pattern of progressive participa
tion by Eagle Bank in Grant Co.'s significant
growth during the past two decades.
Throughout 126 years, only seven presidents
have headed the bank. The first president was E. H.
Smith, and he was followed by A. G. Dejarnette,
James W. Webb, James L. Webb, Kenneth M. Juett,
William C. Wilson, and Dennis W. Rich, the cur

rent president. With capital now in excess of $20
million and total assets exceeding $150 million,
the bank is a conservative, progressive, well
capitalized, locally owned financial institution
meeting the needs of the community. The fact that
the bank has paid dividends to its shareholders
continuously since 1884 indicates the soundness

An Atlas of Owen County, Kentucky. Philadelphia:
Lake, 1883.

1976.

EARLE, JAMES T. (b. August 27, 1868, Berry,
Ky; d. April 3, 1943, Cincinnati, Ohio). James
Thomas Earle, a banker and the mayor of Latonia,
was the 6th of 13 children born to Jonathan R. and

Araminta King Earle. By age 15, he was working as
a railroad telegraph operator in Falmouth. A quick
learner, Earle soon became both an agent and an
operator at Falmouth and Berry, for the old Ken
tucky Central Railroad (now CSX). In 1885,
armed with high recommendations from several
rail executives, Earle moved to Texas and worked

EAGLE PLOW WORKS. The city of Maysville
had several companies that manufactured farm
equipment; however, none of these were as suc
cessful as the company known as the Eagle Plow
Works. This company was formed in January 1878,
under the name of the James H. Hall Plow Works

Inc., but it was commonly called the Eagle Plow
Works. The principals of the firm were James H.
Hall Sr., James H. Hall Jr., John H. Hall, Samuel

Hall, and Robert F. Means. The firm's large brick
factory building was located in Maysville on the
south side of E. Second St., between Lexington and
Walnut Sts. The company manufactured a num
ber of different lines of plows, marketed as the
Limestone, the Star, the Champion, the Copper,
the Cotton, and the Lone Star; the first two types
were the most successful. The plows sold extremely
well in the southern United States and in Central
and South America.

of the bank.

in various positions for the railroad in Galveston.
By 1889 he had been promoted to secretary to the
receiver of the International and Great Northern

Railroad at Palestine, Tex. In August 1889 he mar:
ried his childhood sweetheart, Katherine "Katie"

Good. J.T. and Katie Earle settled in Covington in
1890, so that Katie could be closer to her family
and J.T. could acceptabetter opportunity assecre
tary to the joint agent of the Big Four and Chesa
peake and Ohio (C&O) railroads. Earle became

freight agent for the C&O Railroad at Cincinnati
and served in that position for 53 years, through
several railroad mergers and dissolutions, until his
retirement.

In 1897 the family purchased property and
built a spacious home in a newly developing sec
tion of Milldale known as Dinmore Park. A small

portion of Milldale had been incorporated in
1884 as a sixth-class city, South Covington. Lato
nia became the town's vernacular name. J.T. Earle

The bank's name was changed from the Bank
of Williamstown to Eagle Bank in 1994, after a
bank holding company, Eagle Fidelity Inc., was in
corporated on January 4, 1988, to become Eagle

Calvert, Jean. Maysville Kentucky—From Past to
Present in Pictures. Maysville, Ky: Mason Co.
Museum. 1983.

Board of Education and the Latonia Commercial
EAGLES. See Civic Associations.

Bank's solestockholder. All the owners of the stock

of the original bank became owners of stock in the
holding company, with the same management of
the newly formed organization. The name change
reflects the bank's declaration that, through its

quickly became involved in the town's politics and
business, becoming president of both the Latonia

EAGLESTATION. See Jordan Baptist Church.
EAGLE TAVERN. This structure in Maysville,

Club. A lifelong Republican, he was appointed by
the governor of Kentucky in 1901 to the Kenton
Co. Election Commission, representing the Re
publican Party.
Earle's friendships with wealthy and influential
Northern Kentuckians enabled him to become a

built around 1800, was both a tavern and a hotel
various branch locations, it serves all of Grant Co.
and was later known as the Goddard House. One

and the adjacent counties, not just the citizens of
of the earliest hotels in the city, it was located on

Williamstown.

Eagle Bank is overseen by a board of directors.
Current board members are James J. Hale, Ken
neth M. Juett, Dennis W. Rich, William K. Rich,

William M. Stanley, William F.Threlkeld, William
C. Wilson, and Rick W. Wood.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County, Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
Williamstown Courier. May 30, 1901.

William Michael Stanley
EAGLE HILL. Located in the northeastern cor

ner of Owen Co., near Eagle Creek and in Poplar
Grove Precinct, the hamlet of Eagle Hill was home
to one of the county's one-room schools. Eagle Hill

the southeast corner of Market and Front Sts., op.
posite the city's steamboatlanding. It was operated
formany yearsby Col. Maurice Langhorne and his

partner in the establishment of the First National
Bank of Latonia, where he became president in
1902. He supervised the buildingofthe bank's new
headquarters in 1903, at Ritte's Corner in Latonia.
The second floor served as the town hall and post

office, and Earle also served as the unpaid post

son John T. Langhorne, who died during the chol
era epidemic of 1833. In 1825 the hotel was host to
a dinner for Gen. Marquis de Lafayette and hisson.
It was also a frequent stopping point for Henry
Clay. In the late 1830s, Judith Goddard, the former
operator of Maysville's Washington Hotel, pur
chased the Eagle Tavern and renamed it the God
dard House. During the flood of 1937, the old
hotel collapsed.

master of the growing community.
In 1905 Earle was elected mayor of Latonia,
and by February 1906 he was embroiled in an an
nexation fight with the Latonia Racecourse.
Even though half of the track was brought into the
city limits, no city feesortaxes appear to have been
levied on the track. Earle was a holder of temper

Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. Maysville Kentucky—

saloon interests in the town. His attempts to en
force local blue (morality) laws prompted heated
arguments in council chambers.

From Past to Present in Pictures. Maysville, Ky.
Mason Co. Museum, 1983.

ance and antigambling convictions, which brought
him into several conflicts with the racetrack and
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Latonia's indebtedness for its infrastructure

caused a financial crisis of sorts among the city fa
thers. Seeing that the smalltown could not provide
the street improvements and other services de
manded by the growing number of residents, the
council petitioned for annexation to Covington in
return for the assumption of Latonia's public debt.
After much negotiation, Latonia was annexed into
the City of Covington officially on July 22, 1909.
Earle ran unsuccessfully for county commissioner
after his Latonia mayor's job was eliminated
through the annexation.
Meanwhile, Earle's bank was prospering,
showing nothing but secure growth through the
years until 1914, when a surprise visit from a fed
eral bank examiner ordered it closed because of

loan irregularities. The examiner felt that the bank's
officers themselves were borrowing too much of
the bank's assets. The bank was closed for about a

month while it was reorganized. When it reopened
in June 1914, only three of the former officers re
mained, and Earle was not among them. Earle may
have borrowed excessively from his bank to finance
his real estate development in Latonia. In 1914 he
had begun building homes in Latonia; however,
with the start of World War I, it was virtually
impossible to obtain carpenters to finish the homes
under construction. Earle's financial situation be

came quite tenuous, and in February 1918 he de
clared bankruptcy. The Earles sold their elegant
home in Latonia and moved to Linwood Rd. in

Cincinnati. J. T. Earle died there in 1943, two days
after retiring as a Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad
freight agent, and was buried in Highland Ceme
tery in Fort Mitchell.
Claypool, James C. The Tradition Continues: The

Story of Old Latonia, Latonia, and Turfway
Racecourses. Fort Mitchell, Ky:T.I. Hayes, 1997.
“Earle, James T.” KP April 5, 1943, 4.

Lietzenmayer, Karl J. "James T. Earle. The Last Mayor
of Latonia, Kentucky," NKH 2, no. 1 (Fall—Winter
1994): 42–55.

Karl Lietzenmayer

known and mapped from the occurrence of earth
quakes in these fault zones, from surface deforma
tions caused by seismic activity, from oil and gas
exploration, and from more recent geologic map
ping efforts and methods. Also in contrast to the
San Andreas Fault, the faulting regionally is not
between plates but is contained deep within the
North American plate itself, hence earthquakes
here are called intraplate earthquakes.
The faults of the North American plate, them
selves, are not completely responsible for earth
quakes in the region. The earthquakes are also re
lated to activity in the middle of the Atlantic
Ocean, where the North American and Eurasian

tectonic plates are diverging, that is, moving apart.
In the process, the North American plate is slowly
being compressed westward. This compression,
coupled with the weaknesses of ancient faults,
causes earthquakes that occasionally shake North
ern Kentucky and the surrounding region. Earth
quakes felt in Northern Kentucky usually result
from fault movement within one of three zones:

the New Madrid Seismic Zone, the Wabash Valley
Seismic Zone, and the Cincinnati Arch.

The magnitude of earthquakes, a measure of
energy they release, is calculated by the Richter
Scale, developed by Charles F. Richter in 1935 for
use in evaluating earthquake activity in specific
fault zones in the state of California. The Richter

Scale is logarithmic, meaning that each increase of
one point on the scale represents an earthquake
ten times greater. Hence, a 6.0 earthquake is 10
times greater than a 5.0 quake, and a 70 one is 10
times greater than a 6.0 (or 100 times greater than a
5.0). The intensity of earthquakes, however, includ
ing levels of damage, is measured by the Modified
MercalliScale. Preferred by professional seismolo
gists, the Mercalli Scale uses 12 levels designated
by Roman numerals, with XII designating earth
quakes that cause the greatest destruction.
Near where the states of Kentucky, Missouri,
and Tennessee intersect along the Mississippi River
is the New Madrid Seismic Zone (NMSZ), named
for the historic town of New Madrid, Mo. The

EARTHQUAKES. Although Northern Ken
tucky is not located near any of the major faults
separating the earth's surface into a dozen or so
large, moving tectonic plates, it is subject to earth
quakes. Unlike California, with its earthquake
active San Andreas Fault (where the Pacific and

North American plates are sliding past each other),
Northern Kentucky lies above one immense,
strong and relatively stable continental plate, the
North American plate. But major tectonic activity
has occurred within the North American plate
as recently as 60 to 90 million years ago, causing
faults throughout the Midwest and the Southeast

that occasionally rock the area with earthquakes
today.

Reelfoot Scarp, a graben or subsided area, is the
centerpiece of this seismic area; nearby is Reelfoot
Lake in Tennessee (and partly in Kentucky). Deep
ancient faults that crisscross the area have been the

epicenters of some of its major earthquakes. More
than 200 earthquakes occur in the NMSZ each
year, but only about 10 are large enough to be felt
(3.0 or more on the Richter Scale). Scientists esti

mate that an earthquake with a magnitude of 6.0 to
70 can be expected along the NMSZ about every
75 years; the last one of this magnitude occurred in
1895.

By 1811 New Madrid, Mo., a Mississippi River
city founded in 1783, was the second-largest city in
its state. Unknown to its residents, it lay atop the

Faults in the bedrock of the North American

NMSZ. In the winter of 1811–1812, the zone was

plate are, relative to the very stable crust around
them, areas of weakness. Many lie buried deep be
neath the sediments of the Mississippi and Wabash
River valleys; therefore, unlike the San Andreas
Fault, they are generally not visible, or "expressed"
at the ground surface. Their existence is basically

the center of what remains to this day the longest
sequence of major earthquakes and aftershocks in
the United States. Occurring before the Richter
Scale was invented, the tectonic activity was never
theless reported in detail by numerous eyewit
nesses. On December 16, 1811, the first major

earthquake occurred. It was felt throughout
Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati and as far
away as the eastern seaboard and Ontario, Canada.
Dr. Daniel Drake of Cincinnati recorded the oc

currence in his journal. Modern geologists esti
mate that this earthquake was probably in the
range of 7.2 to 8.1 in magnitude, although numer
ous studies have not led to any consensus on this
matter among scientists. Actually, the issue of
magnitude, though important, pales by compari
son to the sheer number of tremors in 1811–1812.

Jared Brooks, a Louisville resident at the time,

listed more than 600 quakes that occurred between
December 26, 1811, and January 23, 1812, alone;
over a three-month period, helisted a total of 1,874
distinct tremors. On the morning of January 23,
1812, the second major New Madrid earthquake
struck, followed by more than 200 aftershocks in
the weeks following. Then, on February 7, 1812, the
most powerful of the New Madrid earthquakes
hit. Drake observed in Cincinnati that the tremor

“threw down the tops of more chimnies [sic], made
wider fissures in the brick walls, and produced ver
tigo and nausea in a greater number of people, than
the earthquakes of either the 16th of December or
the 23rd of January." Eyewitness accounts and
geologic evidence demonstrate that the New Ma
drid earthquakes and aftershocks of 1811–1812
were so powerful as to cause liquefaction. In other
words, sandy soil underground was so severely
shaken that it lost its solidity and turned to liquid.
In these instances, the overlying ground can sub
side, partially explaining events like the expansion
of Reelfoot Lake in Tennessee. In other cases, the

sand, under great pressure, was violently expelled
through the clay surface in “sand blows.” Further
more, at least 221 landslides occurred along the
Mississippi River's bluffs. Recent work of paleo
seismologists, based upon paleoliquefaction sites,
suggests that earthquakes of similar intensity to
those of 1811–1812 have occurred in the NMSZ in

about A.D.900 and in the period A.D. 1400–1500. A
NMSZ earthquake, with its epicenter at Charles
ton, Mo., struck on October 31, 1895. The largest in
that area since 1811–1812, it was estimated at 6.6

magnitude and an intensity of VIII. It shook 1 mil
lion square miles, causing damage to the Odd Fel
lows Hall in Ludlow and knocking down chimneys
in Covington.

The Wabash Valley seismic zone is the second
epicenter of earthquakes felt in Northern Ken
tucky. A 5.4 magnitude earthquake of intensity
VII, with its epicenter near Dale, Ill., occurred on
November 9, 1968, shaking 580,000 square miles,
including Northern Kentucky. On June 10, 1987, a
5.1 earthquake, centered near Olney, Ill., struck the
region, ringing a church bell at Mother of God
Catholic Church in Covington and shaking the

150-foot-tall scaffolding within the church itself
On April 18, 2008, a 5.2 quake (epicenternear West
Salem, Ill., with a 4.6 aftershock occurring later that
day) awoke Northern Kentuckians as beds knocked
against walls and windows rattled. The shaking was
preceded by a rumbling noise.
The Cincinnati Arch, of which Northern and

Central Kentucky are part, is the third center of
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tectonic activity in the region. Stretching from
Tennessee into Ontario, this geologic arch began
to form during the Ordovician Period of the Paleo
zoic Era, about 470 million years ago (see Geol
ogy). It was uplifted as a result of continental colli
sions and was named by geologists for Cincinnati,
which lies at the crest of the fold. Significant Cin
cinnati Arch quakes with epicenters in Kentucky
affected Northern Kentucky on February 20, 1869
(Lexington, estimated intensity III–IV); October
23, 1909 (Staffordsburg [Kenton Co.), estimated
intensity III), and May 28, 1933 (near Maysville,
intensity V). Other quakes, whose epicenters are
not specifically known but which were felt in
tensely in Northern Kentucky, occurred in 1779
(Northern Kentucky); April or May 1791 or 1792
(Northern and Eastern Kentucky); and November
20, 1834 (Northern Kentucky, estimated intensity
V). The 1834 quakelasted 30 to 40 seconds, cracked
plaster, and roared like thunder.
The strongest historical earthquake ever to
originate within Kentucky itself and the second
largest North American quake to occur east of the
Continental Divide in a twenty-year period pre
ceding its occurrence, was that of Sharpsburg,
Ky., July 27, 1980. This 5.1—5.3-magnitude, intensity
VII quake had its epicenter near Sharpsburg (Bath
Co., part of the Cincinnati Arch) and struck along
a previously unknown intraplate fault. It shook 15
states and Ontario, Canada, and caused damage in
Kentucky, Ohio, and Indiana. The worst losses oc
curred in Maysville, about 31 miles from the epi
center; there more than 300 buildings were dam
aged. The quake was also felt in Cincinnati, where
a stone ornament atop Cincinnati's City Hall
crashed to the front steps below.
Cities of Ohio, especially Anna, Jackson Cen
ter, Lima, and Sidney, all part of the Cincinnati
Arch, have been epicenters of many earthquakes
felt in the Northern Kentucky region. Major ones
have occurred on June 18, 1875 (Urbana-Sidney,
estimated intensity VII); September 20, 1931

(Anna, estimated intensity VII); and March 2 and
8, 1937 (Anna, both intensity VII [the latter was felt
throughout an area of 200,000 square miles).
Earthquakes of lesser intensity with epicenters in
the Cincinnati Arch have included those of April
22, 1873 (Dayton, Ohio); June 1876 (Anna); August
29, 1881 (Hillsboro, Ohio); September 19, 1884
(Lima); December 23, 1884 (Anna); September
1889 (Anna); summer 1892 (Anna); March 15,

1896 (Sidney), March 26, 1925 (southwestern
Ohio); April 4, 1925 (Cincinnati); October 1925
(Anna); March 8, 1929 (Bellefontaine, Ohio); June

26 and 27, 1930 (Sidney and Lima); July 10, 1930
(Marion, Ohio); September 20, 29, and 30, 1930
(Anna); October 1930 (Anna); March 21 and 31,

1931 (Sidney and Jackson Center); October 8, 1931
(Anna); February 22, 1933 (Sidney); October 8,
1936 (Cincinnati-Middletown); December 25,

1936 (Cincinnati); April 23 and 27, 1937 (Anna);
May 2, 1937 (Anna); October 16, 1937 (Cincinnati),
March 18, 1939 (Jackson Center); June 17, 1939

(Anna), July 9, 1939 (Anna); November 13, 1944
(Anna); January 27, 1956 (Anna, Sidney, and Lima);
and July 23, 1957 (Ripley, Ohio).
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the official Fayette Co. surveyor. (Present-day
Boone Co. was, until 1798, a part of that county.)
Marshall had a land grant for 4,000 acres, which he
used to acquire property at East Bend. Raised and
educated in Virginia, Marshall was a cousin of
John Marshall, who became chief justice of the
U.S. Supreme Court. Humphrey Marshall eventu
ally owned more land in Kentucky than any other
contemporary Kentuckian, as he continued to pur
chase land warrants and military grants from oth
ers. He is most remembered as the man who wrote

The History of Kentucky (1812), a controversial
polemic supporting the doctrines of the Federalist
political party, and as the man who challenged
Henry Clay, leader of the Whig Party in Kentucky,
to a duel.

In 1808 Humphrey Marshall sold his East
Bend property to Thomas Carneal. Carneal's son
Thomas D. Carneal eventually sold these holdings
to Robert Piatt, who built Winfield Cottage and
Piatt Landing and operated a ferry. The ferry was
near where the East Bend Power Generating Sta
tion now stands. Winfield Cottage, the home of the
Piatt family, was a unique river-oriented villa, with
fancy architecture that was most unusual for the
area. It continued to be a well-known landmark on

2002.
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Paul A. Tenkotte and Nancy J. Tretter

EAST BEND. The great East Bend of the Ohio
River commences at mile marker 508.4 (measured

from Pittsburgh). As the name implies, the river
veers off its southwesterly course at this spot, about
2.5 miles southwest of Rabbit Hash, Ky., and flows
east for about six miles until it resumes a southerly
direction at Hamilton. Along the Kentucky bank
at the bend is East Bend Bottoms, through which
drain the watersheds of Lick Creek, Gunpowder
Creek, and Landing Creek (also known as Little
Gunpowder Creek); the creeks enter the Ohio
River at miles 512, 513.6, and 514.6. This six-mile

stretch in western Boone Co. is known simply as
the neighborhood or community of East Bend. The
site was occupied by American Indians during
the Archaic and Woodland periods.
In the late 18th and early 19th centuries, some
prestigious names were associated with the East
Bend neighborhood. In 1782 Kentucky statesman
historian Humphrey Marshall came to the area as

the Ohio River long into the 20th century. Robert
Piatt was part of a family originally from New Jer
sey, whose patriarch brothers had served as officers
in the Revolutionary War and who later used
their land grants to acquire lands in Ohio and in
Northern Kentucky. In time, the Piatts became a
very influential family in the mercantile, banking,
and law sectors in Cincinnati.

Dr. Israel T. Canby established himself in
Boone Co. about the same time as Robert Piatt.

The two became neighbors and their families in
termingled. Canby and Elizabeth Piatt (a daughter
of Robert) married. Their son Edward Richard

Sprigg Canby (see Edward Canby) became a mil
itary hero. He graduated from West Point Mili
tary Academy in 1839 at age 22 and subsequently
served in the Florida Indian Wars, the Mexican
War, and the Civil War. He also commanded

troops on the frontier in the future states of Utah
and New Mexico. In 1873, during peace talks on
the frontier with leaders of a band of renegade
Modoc Indians, he was attacked by one of their
chiefs and murdered.

East Bend has always depended on agriculture
and river commerce for its subsistence. Piatt's

Landing, Piatt's Ferry across the river to North's
Landing, and Kirtly Landing, at the mouth of Lick

Creek, were all charted steamboat landings on
early river charts and maps of the Ohio River. To
this day, the rich bottomlands of Upper and Lower

East Bend Bottoms produce some of the highest
quality agricultural products of Boone Co. And
except for the East Bend Power Generating Station,
this area remains solely agricultural, still farmed

by many families with names such as Boh, Ogden,
Schwenke, and Stephens, dating from generations
past.

East Bend had no commercial center or gen
eral stores because of its proximity to the com
mercial enterprises at Rabbit Hash, Normansville,

EAST NEWPORT NATIONAL HISTORIC DISTRICT 291

Hamilton, and Big Bone. But it did have two
churches with sizable congregations, the East Bend
Baptist Church, established in 1819, and the East
Bend Methodist Episcopal Church, established in
1860. The East Bend Baptist Church is active. The
East Bend Methodist Church dissolved its con

gregation, but the building remains and is listed
on the National Register of Historic Places. It is
jointly maintained by the East Bend Cemetery
Board and the Rabbit Hash Historical Society.

five to seven days, and they were ordered also to
sleep in the fuselage of the plane with its crew.
Norman Schwenke, a neighboring East Bend
farmer, also remembered the event vividly. He said
that the armed guards, after completing a day's
work, would drive to Elsmere and join the locals

East Bend Cemetery Board two acres of land
contiguous to the current cemetery, ensuring its

forbeer and food while the aircraft's crew remained

“Wanted: Best Mayor That Money Can Buy," KE, June

in the wreckage.
When the plane was loaded and ready to go,
the recovery team cleared the roads of all trees,
telephone poles, and mailboxes. Because the width

continued use.

"Keeping the Faith in Rabbit Hash,” KPJune 25, 1998,
| B.

"Resurrecting a Church,” KP, November 4, 1997, 12A.
16, 1998, Al.

Don Clare
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Schaffer, James F. Piatt's Landing East Bend. Cin
of the loaded truck and trailer was 24 feet, and the

DISTRICT. First listed in 1983 on the National

roads were no more than 18 feet wide, the salvagers
had to return to Louisville by a roundabout route
through Frankfort. The task of replacingmailboxes
and telephone poles was left to the locals; the mili
tary never returned.
To this day, Betty Kirtley, farmer Kirtley's
wife, wonders why the plane was not loaded onto
a barge and floated downriver. If handled that
way, the salvage operation would have been easier

Register of Historic Places, the East Newport

cinnati: Cincinnati Gas and Electric, 1978.
Don Clare

EAST BEND BOTTOMS PLANE CRASH.

On Friday, August 11, 1944, Reuben Kirtley, a
farmer at East Bend Bottoms in Boone Co., was

working in his fields on his tractor when suddenly
an odd, eerie noise overpowered the sound of his
tractor's motor. Looking up, he saw a U.S. military
C-47 aircraft (DC-3, “Gooney Bird") overhead
about to crash land in the middle of his wheat field.

After some expert maneuvering by the pilot, the
plane finally came to rest; an abrupt 90-degree
turn prevented it from going into either the Ohio
River or nearby Lick Creek where it joins the river
at mile marker 512. Kirtley stopped his tractor
and watched as two uniformed men climbed out

of the wreck, neither of whom was hurt. Both pro
pellers were missing from the aircraft, one of them
having punctured the plane's fuselage. It is not
known where the plane was headed, or what its
mission was. The mission was top secret and the
crew members refused to provide any informa
tion. The accident, however, could not be kept se
cret; the crash scene drew many spectators over
the next few days.
An unidentified local newspaper clipping re
ported that there were three men aboard, a pilot, a
copilot, and a navigator. Armed with pistols, the
occupants of the plane remained at the scene and
carefully guarded the wreckage. It turned out that
inside the nose cone of this aircraft was an experi
mental, newly developed, and very sophisticated
radar device. Armed military guards soon arrived
and guarded the scene while the plane's crew slept
in the fuselage.
A five-man salvage team was deployed to the
East Bend Bottoms site from Louisville's Bowman

Field. They were there to dismantle and retrieve the
plane and all its parts and haul everything back to
Louisville. To accomplish their mission, the sal
vagers had to remove the aircraft's wings and put
the plane, the wings, and all other component
parts on trucks, after pumping out the remaining
aviation fuel into barrels.

One member of the recovery crew was Roland
Rogers, who now resides in California. He clearly
remembers the recovery mission. He and the four
other men drove the 100 miles from Bowman Field

in a truck with a 60-foot trailer, a crane, and a jeep.
They were supplied with all the necessary tools and
equipment to complete the task. Rogers operated
the jeep to knock down trees and other obstruc
tions in their path. They brought provisions to last

on the utilities and infrastructure of East Bend
Bottoms.

Don Clare

EAST BEND METHODIST CHURCH. “The
red church" is how locals refer to the East Bend
Methodist Church, in northwestern Boone Co.

Close by is the East Bend Baptist Church, known
locally as “the white church.” Both in former years
and today, one church is red on the outside, and the
other is white. The East Bend Methodist Church,

established in 1860, held regular Sunday services
for more than 100 years. The congregation met in a
building that was erected on land donated by John
McConnell, a local landowner and farmer. Origi
nally, it was a two-story brick structure, and on the
second floor was a lodge hall that had its own en
trance at the rear. A tornado in the early 1890s took
off the church's roof and damaged the walls. It was
rebuilt as a single-story structure with gable ends
and high ceilings.
There are not many extant records from the
East Bend Methodist Church, and only one sur
viving church register. The last entry, dated
March 1, 1971, refers to a member's transfer to

the Burlington Methodist Church. The absence
of subsequent records agrees with the local per
ception that the East Bend Methodist Church
closed "sometime in the early 1970s." Although
the church itself is no longer active, the Method
ist cemetery is still in use, governed by a separate
administrative board, and this cemetery is the
preferred final resting place for the inhabitants
of the East Bend–Rabbit Hash community.
When the church closed, a four-member ceme

tery board was created and endowed for the op
eration and upkeep of the cemetery. This board
is now in its second generation of overseers. Un
til 1997 the cemetery board also maintained the
church building; then the Rabbit Hash Histori
cal Society assumed the stewardship of and man
agement responsibilities for the building, which
was listed on the National Register on February
6, 1989, by the Department of the Interior. The
Cinergy–East Bend Power Station donated to the

National Historic District (or East Row as it is

commonly known) is the second-largest federally
sanctioned historic preservation area in the state.
Containing some 1,070 homes, the district is
bounded by Sixth St. on the north and 11th St. on
the south, Saratoga St. on the west and Oak St. on
the east. East Row reflects the late-19th-century
Victorian ambience in which it was developed,
with Italianate, American Four Square, and Queen
Anne architectural home styles.
The East Row Historic District began as a sub
urban bedroom commuter community. It was once
home to grocery store giant Barney Kroger,
brewer George Wiedemann, and other successful
merchants and wealthy families. This is where even
today Pompilio's Restaurant continues to offer
its Italian cuisine in a classic neighborhood set
ting to thousands of customers each year. Distiller
Peter O’Shaughnessy invested in land in the dis
trict and developed many of its homes in the 1890s.
Green Line streetcars (route 11) transported rid
ers to and from jobs, school, and shopping in
downtown Cincinnati. This streetcarline ran along
Washington Ave, and E. 10th St. The St. Stephen
Catholic Church (see Holy Spirit Catholic
Church), along Washington Ave, near Ninth St.,
tended to the needs of its parishioners, while sev
eral Protestant churches (the First Presbyterian
Church, St. John's United Church of Christ,
and the St. Mark Lutheran Church) served
other residents. The Louisville and Nashville

Railroad ran down the middle of Saratoga St., on
the western edge of the district, and slow freight
trains often cut the city of Newport in two for a
half hour at a time. The Park Ave. School, once one

of the finest schools of the Newport Indepen

dent Schools system, provided quality primary
education at Seventh and Park Sts. East Row was

only a short walk to all that was happening, both
good and bad, along Monmouth St. to the west.
Industry in the district included the Dueber
Watch Case Company at the southeastern cor
ner of Sixth and Washington Sts. and its successor
in that building, the Hyde Park Clothes Company.
The Penn family's Newport Ice Company was lo
cated at the end of E. Ninth St., near Oak St. and

the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad; and the
Alhambra Tile Company had kilns at 10th and
Monroe Sts. for many years. The Dreier Tool & Die
Company operated on the east side of Saratoga
near 11th St., and the City of Newport's stable (later
garage) was along the north side of 11th St. between
Washington and Saratoga Sts. for alongtime.
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After World War II families started moving
south to the suburbs, such as Fort Thomas. Beauti

ful two- and three-story homes became rental
property. Then, beginning in the early 1980s, East
Newport was rediscovered. Revitalization set in,
and new residents showed off their work with home

and garden tours. Property values began to rise as
homeowners replaced renters. The once proud East
Row of Newport regained its former elegance and
continues to renew itself.

Dube, Allen G., and Margaret Warminski. “East New
port Historic District,” National Register nomina
tion, 1983, available at Kentucky Heritage Council,
Frankfort, Ky.
“Historic Newport Area," KP September 14, 1983,
2K.

“Tristate Sketchbook—East Row Historic District,”
CE, June 21, 1988, B3.

Irish controlled East-End Property Owners' De
velopment Association, to stop the construction of
the African American Lincoln-Grant School at

Ninth and Greenup Sts.
During the 1920s the East End was the center of
Covington's African American community. About
90 percent of the African American churches were
located in this area and served as stabilizing fac
tors in the black community. Among them were
the First Baptist Church (the oldest black
church in town), the Ninth St. United Method
ist Church, and the St. James A.M.E. Church

Moreover, population shifting occurred as more
African Americans migrated from the Deep
South. A few businesses owned by African Ameri
cans moved away from the Fifth St. and Scott St.
area, and some African American doctors from

brary (see Kenton Co. Public Library) moved
from Robbins and Scott Sts. farther north to the
corner of Fifth and Scott Sts.

The war years of the 1940s witnessed a major
change in Covington social and economic demo

graphics, especially in its East-End neighborhood.
With men off to war, households were being main
tained by women, who often took jobs outside the
home. In the East End, new homes were not being
built, and therefore returning servicemen and
servicewomen who had grown up in this neigh
borhood had to find other places to live. Moreover,
an increasing number of graduates of the William
Grant High School were going to college and not
returning to live in the neighborhood. As many of
these younger African Americans moved away
permanently, and as their parents grew older or
died, economically deprived newcomers from the
South moved into Covington's Eastside and filled
up the only available housing, at the government
housing project known as the Jacob Price Homes.
Adding to this mix socially was the fact that many
living in the government-built homes were on
public assistance, which had not been so common
in Covington's East End earlier.
In 1943 the Diocese of Covington formed the

Covington is bounded by 15th St. (see Austin
burg) on the south, Eighth St. (see Licking

this neighborhood followed suit. Schoolteachers
and other professionals continued to live on Rus
sell St. and on the Westside of Covington. In the
late 1930s, the Covington Housing Authority
completed the Jacob Price Homes, a housing proj

Riverside) on the north, Madison Ave. (the cen

ect built for black residents. Ever since, streets in

tral business district) on the west, and the Licking
River on the east. For many years it was known as
“the East End." By the early 20th century, the
neighborhood was racially mixed and econom
ically diverse; there were churches, a synagogue,
schools, playgrounds, and many small businesses.
The ethnic and racial makeup of the East End
included Irish and German immigrants and Afri
can Americans. It was a religious mix of Protes

the East End have been generally segregated, ex
cept for a few individual ones (Bush, Kendall,
Before the 1930s, African Americans were

first Roman Catholic African American church in

widely dispersed throughout the city of Coving
ton. However, once they became concentrated in
the city's East End, the neighborhood was trans
formed into a bedroom community; residents
worked in other parts of Covington or in Cincin

Northern Kentucky, as a mission of its cathedral in
Covington. The Our Savior Catholic Church,
located just east of the cathedral, became the only
Roman Catholic parish for African Americans in

tants, Jews, and Catholics. In 1880 small numbers

nati. Entertainment for resident African Ameri

of African Americans began to concentrate in the
area around Washington St. and the railroad and
in homes along the alleys between Fifth and Sixth

cans was available in nearby taverns or in night
spots they frequented in Newport. But the liveliest
times were found in Cincinnati, where the bigbands
often appeared playing music popular with Afri

church and parish had both a grade school and a
high school. The church's members were primarily
from Covington and Newport.

EASTSIDE COVINGTON. The Eastside of

Sts. east of Madison Ave. Between 1880 and 1910,

there was a population surge among the African
Americans, and larger groups of blacks began liv
ing between Eighth and 11th Sts. near Greenup St.
In 1880 the streets in this area were only partially
completed, and the inhabitants were a mixture of
African Americans, whites and German and Irish

immigrants. In 1890 African Americans began to
cluster on Washington St. and also settled in large
numbers between Fifth and Sixth Sts. near Scott St.
and Madison Ave. in the central business district.
The Germans and the Irish had established an
athletic club, the Democratic Club, and a welfare

association that by October 1916 was meeting reg
ularly at the Sixth District School on Maryland
Ave. These organizations sought to improve their
communities. African Americans, who at the time

resided on the fringes along 16th and Water Sts. (in
the Austinburg neighborhood) and on Ninth and
Scott Sts., did not belong to these groups.
In the 1920s the German-Irish organizations
became influential in shaping events in the area.
They had a city park at 15th St. and Eastern Ave.,
where football teams such as the semipro East-End
Merchants played their games. The African Amer
ican William Grant High School football team
used that field to practice from 1927 to 1932, de
spite resistance from the German-Irish organiza
tions. Symptomatic of the racial issues festering in
the area was an attempt in 1929, by the German

Pleasant, and Robbins Sts.).

can Americans.

In 1921 Villa Madonna College was estab
lished as part of the St. Walburg Monastery at 116
E. 12th St. in the East End. In 1954 the college pur
chased land for a new campus in Crestview Hills.
But in 1958, before moving to its new quarters, the
college integrated its student body. On February
21, 1968, Villa Madonna College, fully integrated,
left Covington's East End, moved to Crestview
Hills, and became Thomas More College.
The St. Joseph Catholic Church, located on
the corner of 12th and Greenup Sts. in Covington,
was established in November 1853 to serve the

German population of the East End. Like many
urban churches, St. Joseph witnessed an exodus of
members to the suburbs during the 1950s. After
the church closed on July 5, 1970, its associated St.
Joseph School was merged with the St. Mary

the diocese. At one time this African American

For over three decades, African American

leaders in the community operated businesses on
Covington's Eastside. Charles L. Deal operated the
Mutual Fire Insurance Company office at 804 Gree
nup St. Gene Lacey owned and operated agrocery
store at 205 E. Robbins St. The E. B. Delaney and
Son Funeral Home was on the southwest corner of

Ninth and Greenup Sts. Jacob Crittenden's dry
cleaning and tailor shop was across the street, on
the southeast corner. Alberta Ellis's beauty salon
was at 226 E. Robbins St. In 1972 the Jones & Simp
son Funeral Home moved to 1129 Garrard St.,

where it remains today. (See Funeral Homes.)
These firms were anchors of the black community,
while others, including restaurants, barbershops, a
record shop, and other funeral homes, came and
Went.

The Civil Rights era of the 1950s through the
1970s brought a change of focus in the neighbor
hood. The East End came to be known as the East

School at the Cathedral Basilica in the East End

side, and streets and homes once banned from Af.

to form the Bishop Howard School, which was

rican American occupancy became available to
them. One of the changes during this period, how
ever, was that a group of dwellings were demol
ished when the floodwall for the Ohio and Licking
rivers was created in the 1950s. The homes, dating

closed in 1988.

In the 1930s the Jewish congregation moved
from its synagogue at Seventh and Scott Sts. to
make room for the new U.S. Post Office and the
new courthouse. In 1938 the cornerstone for the

from the 1930s, were in an area called “the subdivi

new Temple of Israel was laid at Lynn and Scott Sts.
This structure was used by the Jewish group until
1973, when the building was sold to the Church of
God. In that same year, the nearby Covington Li

sion,” abutted by Prospect St. (north- and south
bound) and on two streets, 11th and Bush Sts.

(east- and westbound), extending to the Licking
River. Also in connection with the floodwall, the
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only African American neighborhood playground
and swimming pool, at 13th St. and Maryland
Ave., was demolished and reestablished at 12th and

Wheeler Sts. In the early 1970s, the City of Coving
ton passed an open-housing law, finally permitting
African Americans to live anywhere in the city.
The two largest employers on the Eastside, the
Blue Bird Laundry and the Hatfield Coal Company
(see James Tobias Hatfield), did not employ Af.
rican Americans. This period also saw a decrease
in the number of African American businesses

and doctors. In addition, the pastors of some of the
leading churches had died, without sufficient re
placements. A new type of community leadership
was takinghold. Blacks who had been active in the
political arena (such as in the Voters' League) be
gan seeking elected office. The Lincoln-Grant
School remained, for many, an icon.
With the addition of the L. B. Fouse Civic

Center (see Elizabeth House) on Bush St., African

Americans now had a place to gather. This center
housed meetings for the NAACP, the Congress
of Racial Equality, and the civil rights freedom
riders. Dances for teenagers were also held there.
Federal programs during the 1960s, such as the
Urban Renewal and Model Cities programs, de
signed to provide housing and other infrastructure
for the Eastside, were generally limited in their im
pact. Those programs provided only two new

fessionals began purchasing and remodeling the
stately homes along the major streets of Scott, Gar
rard, and Greenup. The Frank Duveneck Arts and
Cultural Center (see Duveneck House), adjacent
to the former Klingenberg's Hardware on Greenup
St., was purchased and opened as a center for com
munity artists and youths. During that same pe

moved to WLW radio in Cincinnati, WSB in At

riod, the Eastside witnessed another shift in mi

groups, beginning with the Grant County Enter
tainers; others were the Mountain Rangers, the
Yodeling Twins, and the Pine Ridge Boys. He had
country radio programs in various cities: Pop Eck
ler's Jamboree performed on a station in Rome,

gration of African Americans, as blacks from the
west end of Cincinnati began arriving
In 2003, following years of inactivity, the
neighborhood association was reestablished. The
newly formed association targeted the NKCCbuild
ing, which had been closed. The association is fo
cusing on new community challenges while it also
works to utilize community resources and to en
gender a new spirit of community involvement.
One of its main concerns is that many of the com
munity social services and youth activities once
provided have been lost and need to be restored.
The association has also questioned the decision to
demolish and replace the more-than-60-year-old
Jacob Price Homes. As an interim measure, until

something is decided about reopening the NKCC,
the Carnegie Visual and Performing Arts
Center (housed in the former Covington Library)
has been revitalized and now serves as a multipur
pose facility and meeting place for the Eastside
community.

houses on E. 13th St., the first new homes con

structed on the Eastside in nearly three decades.
The Model Cities program funded Randolph Park,
a multipurpose facility, including a deep-water
swimming pool, surrounded by Eighth, Saratoga,
and Greenup Sts. and named in honor of longtime
East-End physician Dr. James E. Randolph. It
replaced the outdated pool at 12th and Prospect
Sts. In the 1970s, the Northern Kentucky Commu
nity Council was formed. Later, the council formed
the Northern Kentucky Community Center
(NKCC), which purchased the former Lincoln
Grant school building. The NKCC operated vari
ous community-based social programs and served
as a neighborhood center, replacing the L. B. Fouse
Civic Center as the community meeting place.

In the 1980s a watchdog organization was
formed, called the Coalition of Black Organiza
tions and Churches, which helped create two hous
ing organizations, the Citizen Housing Action
Program and the Eastside Neighborhood Devel
opment Corporation. These organizations sought
to improve neighborhood living standards. With
the guidance of the city, a neighborhood housing

Calhoun, Jim. “Covington Homes Revive 'Dream,”
KE, September 29, 1985, 1B-2B.
Collins, Michael. “Group Sees New Hope around
Corner in Eastside." KP April 21, 1988,5K.
"East End Democrats," KP February 25, 1903, 5.
“East End Merchants," KP September 10, 1931, 2.
"Housing Boss Says Eastside Can Depend Only on It
self." KP September 22, 1981,2K.
Reis, Jim. “St. Joseph Church, Suburban Exodus

the railroad and resettled in Grant Co.

Eckler lived most of his life in Dry Ridge, but
his last years were spent in Covington. In March
1970 a drunken driver struck and killed him in

Covington at 16th and Scott Sts, as he crossed the
street. He was buried in the Broad Ridge Cemetery
in his native Grant Co. In 1988 entertainer Pop
Eckler was inducted into the Atlanta Country
Music Hall of Fame.

Answers.com. "Pop Eckler." www.answers.com (ac
cessed November 1, 2006).
Eid, Mike. “Car Kills Former Music Man," KP, March
21, 1970, 1.

November 1, 2006).
“Old-Time Fiddlers Booked at Second Local Theater,"

KP, January 4, 1931, 11.

Michael R. Sweeney

Black Residential Pattern, 1860–1980," Northern

Kentucky Univ.
Theodore H. H. Harris

ECKSTEIN, FREDERICK (b. 1776, Berlin,

ECKLER, GARNER LEE “POP” (b. October

Germany; d. February 10, 1852, Cincinnati, Ohio).
Frederick John Eckstein, scholar, painter, and sculp

17, 1905, Dry Ridge, Ky.; d. March 20, 1970, Cov
ington, Ky). Garner Lee "Pop" Eckler, a country
and western performer, bandleader, and composer,

tor, was the son of Johann Eckstein, who served as

was the son of Samuel H. and Clara M. Eckler. Be

Gottfried Shadow at the Berlin Academy of Arts
and Sciences. In 1794 Johann Eckstein brought his
family to the United States, and they settled in
Philadelphia. There, he and his son helped to estab
lish the short-lived Columbianum Society, a fore
runner of the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts.

Wilson of WCKY in Covington that they were
booked to sing over the station's airwaves on Satur
day nights. The Pop Eckler's Barn Dance lasted
two years. Locally, Eckler and his group also played
at the Liberty Theater and the Broadway Theater
(see Movie Theaters), both in Covington, and their

After 2000 the diversity that marked the early
years of the East End began to return. Young pro

Ridge Boys led to the classic “You Are My Sun
shine” in the early 1940s. His most popular written
piece was “Money, Marbles, and Chalk,” brought to
the music hit charts in 1949 by singer Patti Page.
He also wrote some bluegrass and pop songs. After
his performing tours, Eckler returned to work on

Weiss, Edwin T., Jr. “The Evolution of Covington's

Grant County Entertainers, so impressed L. B.

ment, and abolish substandard education.

tons of fan mail. His association with the Pine

'73." KP December 10, 2001, 4K.

sion, named in honor of an area college basketball
star. In 1988 growth continued as the Eastside
was to continue the block-watch program, gener
ate youth activities, stimulate economic develop

Happy Days in Dixie; and at station WKRC in
Cincinnati, he was the Mountain Ranger broad
casting from the Hotel Alms in the Cincinnati
suburb of Walnut Hills. Eckler received literally

Young uns." www.hillbilly-music.com (accessed

ber 11, 1995, 4K.

—. “Temple Israel Served Covington Jews until

new homes were built in the Dickie Beal Subdivi

Neighborhood Association was formed. Its goal

Ga.; at WLW in Cincinnati his show was called

Sealed Fate of Covington Landmark," KP Decem

Grant. A number of houses were rehabilitated, and

lished under a federal Urban Development Ac
tion Grant and a Community Development Block

Eckler was involved in the formation of several

Hillbilly-Music.com. “Pop Eckler and All the

ginning in the late 1920s, after being laid off from
his Louisville and Nashville Railroad job, he
became a fairly well-known musician (see Coun
try Music). He played the violin and the guitar
and wrote several songs. In 1931, after appearances
in the Dry Ridge and Grant Co. area, his group, the

construction and rehabilitation effort was estab

lanta, where his group was billed as Pop Eckler and
All the Young'uns on the station's Cross Road Fol
lies show; and other places in the South and along
the East Coast, where the country and western
style of music was popular.

act included the use of the mandolin, the Hawaiian

guitar, and the Jewsharp. From there, Eckler's career

painter and sculptor to Frederick the Great of Prus
sia. Frederick Eckstein studied art under Johann

Later, when Frederick Eckstein moved to Cincin

nati in 1823, he proposed the concept of a fine arts
academy that would help educate and support
artists.

Frederick Eckstein married Jane Bailey, and
the couple had five children, Frederick Jr., Mary,
Eleanor, Frances, and Frank. In the early years of
their marriage, Frederickstarted a number of small
businesses in Philadelphia and Lancaster, Pa., all
financed by his father-in-law. Eckstein proved to
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EDEN SHALE FARM
search facilities have been of untold benefit to

be a poor businessman, and all his businesses
eventually failed, so he decided to return to teach
ing. He moved his family to Cincinnati, where he
established the Cincinnati Academy of Fine Arts

dry quickly in the summer. Because of the lack of
organic matter, during periods of drought the soil
develops large cracks to a depth of 18 to 24 inches,
which add to its dryness.

in 1826, on a corner lot on Fourth St. near Gen.

In 1953 a citizens' committee from the Eden

William Lytle's land. About that same time, a
group of prominent citizens started the Ohio Me
chanics Institute (OMI). The following year, the
Cincinnati Academy of Fine Arts merged with

Shale counties was formed to acquire a test dem
onstration (experimental) farm. It was to be oper
ated by the University of Kentucky (UK) College of

OMI. Eckstein has often been called the father of

problems peculiar to this region. Until then, little
research had been done on the problems associ
ated with Eden Shale farming. Farmers and their
friends donated money for this venture, and by
July 1955 the committee was ready to purchase a

“Five 'Eden Shale Farms Are Studied," KP, January

farm that would be deeded over to the UK. That

“Owen County Chosen for Test Farm Site." KTS, May

Cincinnati art, because he was instrumental in

convincing Cincinnatians of the need for an art
school. Two of Eckstein's most famous pupils were
sculptors Shubael Clevenger and Hiram Powers.
Eckstein always appeared to be searching for
the ideal teaching position but never seemed to be
happy with his choices. He and his family moved
numerous times, as he sought various teaching po
sitions. He taught at more than a dozen schools
and in five states. Eckstein always had grandiose
ideas; however, he apparently lacked the discipline
and perseverance to make them successful. He was
an accomplished sculptor and in the 1820s made
plaster busts of a number of famous people, includ
ing Henry Clay, William Henry Harrison, Gen.
Andrew Jackson, the Marquis de Lafayette, and

Agriculture for the primary purpose of studying

Dry Ridge, along Ky. Rt. 22. Later, adjacent proper
ties were added to the Eden Shale Farm.
Work was started on the Eden Shale Farm,

which eventually encompassed 950 acres, in spring
1956. After completion of a plan specifying what
tests and projects were needed, a rather intensive
renovation program and a thorough study of the
topography, the soils, the physical plant, and the
water facilities were conducted. O. D. Hawkins, a

1849. Frankfort, Ky. Roberts, 1957.
Cincinnati Art,” BCHS 9, no. 4 (October 1951):
266–82.

—. “A Survey of Artists in Cincinnati, 1789–1830,"
BCHS25, no. 1 (January 1967): 2–20.
Vitz, Robert. The Queen and the Arts. Kent, Ohio:
Kent State Univ. Press, 1989.

Wilson, John. "Cincinnati Artists and the Lure of
Germany in the Nineteenth Century,” QCH57, no.
4 (Winter 1999): 3–6.

EDEN SHALE FARM. The Eden Shale Farm, in

Owen Co., Ky., conducts research to aid farmers in
the northern part of Kentucky, who have long felt
that they encountered unique problems in till
ing their land. Eden Shale itself is a soil formation
that is predominantly found in 33 counties in the
northern part of the commonwealth of Kentucky.
Geologically, it is the second-oldest soil stratum in
the state; the oldest is the stratum in the central

bluegrass region (see Geology).
Steep slopes characterize Eden Shale terrain,
the incline average being 27 percent. It has rela
tively high potash content, is low in organic matter,
and has an underlying layer that prevents the
proper storage of groundwater, causing the soil to

“Eden Shale Farm Fund Is Growing," KP, January 6,
1955, 1.

KP, January 21, 1955, 1.
21, 1955, 1.

Houchens, Marian Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky:Standard,
1976.

Doris Riley

miles north of Owenton, between Owenton and

former U.S. military officer in China and chair
man of the fundraising and site-selection com
mittee, became the farm's first manager and worked
in that position for 23 years. In 1979 Joe Wyles be

Smith, Ophia D. “Frederick Eckstein, the Father of

anniversary.

11, 1955, 3A.

same year, approval was given by the UK to pur
chase Kepple Roland's 660-acre farm, about four

Eckstein's wife, Jane, died of cholera in July
1833. After her death, Eckstein took a teaching po
sition at Augusta College in Augusta, where he
taught until 1838. In his final years, he lived in
Cincinnati with his widowed daughter, Mary Eck
stein Kinmont, on Walnut St. just below Ninth St.
He died while living there, at age 76, and was bur
ied in Cincinnati's Presbyterian Cemetery; later
he was re-interred at Cincinnati's Spring Grove

Rankins, Walter H. Augusta College, Augusta, Ken
tucky: First Established Methodist College, 1822–

2005 the Eden Shale Farm celebrated its 50th

“Eden Shale Project Supported in Boone County."

Gen. Edmund Pendleton Gaines.

Cemetery.

farmers of the Northern Kentucky region as well
as the rest of the surrounding Eden Shale area. In

came manager.

Over the years, research has focused on many
phases of farming common to Eden Shale condi
tions. Because of the steepness of the land, row
crops that require cultivation were not considered
practical. Only level land can be cultivated suc
cessfully, and on many Eden Shale farms, levelland
makes up a small percentage of total acreage.
Grasses and legumes grow and produce well in the
region, require no cultivation, and are adaptable to
the steep terrain. Work in agronomy has been an
important aspect of the Eden Shale Farm's history.
Approximately 600 acres were put into pasture
land and meadows. Apples, strawberries, raspber
ries, and tomatoes proved to be profitable cash
crops. These high-density crops can be grown
profitably on a small acreage. Dwarf apple trees,
which will grow on steep land, proved to be highly
successful. Greenhouse work proved that toma
toes, lettuce, and potted plants could be produced
successfully. Forestry studies, though a minor part
of the farm's purpose, have utilized the many small
tracts of timber scattered throughout its land. Re
search in woodlot management has been carried
out, and Christmas tree production was pioneered,
since the soil is adaptable to the growth of Scotch
pine trees. Work on the farm has concentrated on
small-acreage cash crops and on the development
of pastures and meadows that can support a profit
able livestock system.
Lakes have been created at the farm to supply
water during any season. New barns and a new
house have been built, along with a water-treatment
plant and farm roads. Test-crop plots are planted
throughout the farm. The farm's experimental re

EDGEWOOD. The history of the city of Edge
wood in Kenton Co. begins with the Sanford fam
ily. B. F. Sanford lived along Madison Pk. (Ky. Rt.
17), at the bottom of Florer Hill (now Dudley Pk).
He was one of the first settlers in this area, and as

his estate grew, the location became known as San
fordtown. Other settlers arrived throughout the
late 1700s and early 1800s, attracted to the advan
tages of this location near the Licking River and
the high-quality timber covering the land. Many
of these families were the recipients of land grants.
Thomas Buckner, with the help of a grant of
several thousand acres, purchased 55 acres in the
area where Edgewood sits today. He and his wife,
Mildred Washington, built the Beechwood House,
which stands today in Edgewood's Twelve Trees
subdivision. This founding family of Edgewood
had a military connection to the Civil War. A rel
ative and a Confederate general named Simon Bo
livar Buckner surrendered Fort Donelson, Tenn.,

to Union general U.S. Grant. There are accounts of
many other soldiers from early Edgewood families
serving during this war as well.
Among the important farms in the area of
Edgewood was that of the Foltz family. Carl and
Marie Foltz raised 10 children in Northern Ken

tucky and, in the late 1920s, founded the Foltz
Dairy (see Dairies). Later, they purchased a 30
acre farm along Dudley Pk. Carl Foltz sold some of
his land to allow the creation of Summit Hills

Golf and Country Club and the Sunoco gas sta
tion, both of which are located today at the corner
of Dudley Pk. and Turkeyfoot Rd. Because the
Foltz family wanted to give back to their commu
nity, they purchased ashrine from Italy for the new
St. Pius X Catholic Church in Edgewood. Carl
and Marie died in the 1970s, survived by their chil
dren and 52 grandchildren.

By the 1920s, Edgewood was being developed
into subdivisions. In 1927 the Kentucky Post, the
Peoples Saving Bank and Trust Company, the
Liberty National Bank, and the Liberty Theater
funded a contest. The media devoted much atten

tion to the grand prize, a newly built house in the
area now commonly referred to as Old Edgewood.
The Kentucky Post held a house-naming contest,
in which the winning name was the "Dream-a-Way”
house, suggested by Myrtle Flick. The newspaper
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carried a floor-by-floor description of the house,
and it was opened for touring by the general pub
lic, Readers voted on the person they wanted to
win the house. At the start of the contest, most

people voted for themselves or family members.
Soon, however, only a top few people among the
vote-getters were left in the race, and on September
18, 1927, it was announced that Mrs. George Ficke
had won the “Dream-a-Way" house, located at 2
Lyndale Rd. The Fickes had 12 children and lived
in the house until Mr. Ficke's death in 1944.

A few years after the house contest, on May 4,
1930, Lionel Flying Field opened in Edgewood
on an 11-acre tract of land along Dudley Pk. The
field derived its name from Lionel Stephenson, a
professional in aviation and aeronautics. Expec
tations were that this airport would be the largest
in Northern Kentucky, owing to its proximity to
Summit Hills Golf Course. The flying field played
an important role in community celebrations and
was used as an attraction to lure people into the
city of Edgewood to live.
In 1948 Judge Rodney G. Bryson, Kenton Cir
cuit Court, signed an order to create the new sixth
class City of Edgewood. About 375 people resided
in Edgewood, an area of about one-half square
mile, situated along Dudley Pk. Soon the Edge
wood Police Department was created, mainly to
help handle growing traffic problems. The San
fordtown and Community Volunteer Fire Depart
ment was created in 1955. The original location of
the station was on present-day Horsebranch Rd.,
but as the community grew, a new location was
discussed for the station. On May 13, 1959, a new
station opened on the top of Dudley Hill, on land

tablished, and the potential for commercial
development was explored. Edgewood wanted to
makealand exchange with the City of FortWright:
Edgewood would acquire from Fort Wright an
area consisting of 40 homes in the Winding Trails
Subdivision that were accessible only through
Edgewood, and Edgewood would release territory
along Old Horsebranch Rd. to Fort Wright. The
swap was made. In 1981 plans were approved to
address the needs for the expansion of the police
force, better city maintenance, and a new city
building. A new two-story city building was con
structed adjacent to the Southern Hills Fire De
partment and contained the council chambers
and the offices of the city administrator, the city
clerk, the mayor, and the police department.
In October 1989 Edgewood residents were
concerned about the proposed development of a
new 20-acre city park that was going to be located
along Dudley Pk. Their concerns related to in
creased traffic in the city and to the rear entrance
to the park, near Poke Away Ln. Although the city
tried to address the concerns, the park property
was purchased for $900,000. Today, the park,
known as President's Park, displays information
about the presidents of the United States. Brief
histories of the presidents line the walkway into
the park. The shelters are named after U.S. presi
dents, and the smaller of the baseball fields is

named Lincoln. The larger field was to be named
Washington, but, as the mayor of the city ex
plained, "a gentleman who lived in the city, Rob
ert E. Snow, came to us and said that he would

donate some money so that his grandchildren
would have a place to play baseball, so we named

that Carl Foltz donated. The name of the fire de

it after him, Snow Field.” The Millennium Clock

partment was changed in 1961 to the Southern
Hills Volunteer Fire Department, and a life squad

at the park's entrance has become a landmark for
the city.
The first school in the Edgewood area was
started in Sanfordtown in 1843. As the Edgewood
community grew, there was a need for more schools.
Today, there are two public elementary schools, a
public middle school, a public vocational school, a
public high school, and a technical college in Edge

division was added in 1970. A new addition was
built in 1977, which allowed for the closure of the

original Sanfordtown branch.
In 1962 Covington, a neighboring Kenton
Co. city, proposed the annexation of Edgewood.
Two other cities, Summit Hills Heights and Pius
Heights, bordered the Edgewood area. To combat
Covington's annexation attempt, the cities of
Edgewood, Summit Hills Heights, and Pius Heights
voted to merge into one city. In 1968 the new
fourth-class City of Edgewood was formed through
the merger of the three communities. However,
Covington continued the battle for annexation.
Finally, the annexation law of Kentucky was
changed. The new law allowed the people to be af.
fected by a proposed annexation to vote on the is
sue. In order to defeat an annexation, 75 percent of
the voters would have to object to the proposal.

When the Edgewood votes were counted, 89 per
cent of the voters opposed the annexation. Thus,
after more than 17 years, the threat of annexation
was put to rest. A park located off Timber Ridge
Rd. in Edgewood still carries the name Victory
Park, to celebrate the victory over Covington's an
nexation attempt.

As Edgewood's population increased, the citi
zens began to address community needs. Neigh
borhood watch programs against crime were es

wood. In addition, the St. Pius X Catholic

Church parish campus along Dudley Pk. contains
an elementary school, along with a convent, a rec
tory, and church buildings. The modern St. Eliza
beth Medical Center South in Edgewood, a full
service hospital, offers many services in both
inpatient and outpatient care. As the Edgewood
community continued to grow, the city realized it
needed a new city building and a new firehouse. On
May 20, 2006, the city held a ribbon-cutting cere
mony and offered public tours of the new facilities.
As of the 2000 census, Edgewood had 9,400
residents.

City of Edgewood. www.edgewoodky.gov (accessed
June 17, 2006).
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4K.
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Steven D. Jaeger
EDWARDS, TRACEY DENISE (b. 1965).

Singer and television host Tracey Edwards is the
adopted daughter of Wilson Edwards, a Boone Co.
jailer who lived with his family beneath the county
jail. The family, including two girls and a boy,
helped to cook for the inmates and clean at the jail.
When Wilson was killed in an automobile acci
dent in 1979, his wife, Ruth, became Boone Co.'s

first female jailer. Tracey Edwards says her colorful
personality is a direct result of her unconventional
upbringing. She sang to the prisoners, calling them
a captive audience. She liked the attention she re
ceived and moved into a television and singing ca
reer. A 1982 Conner High School graduate, Ed
wards attended Northern Kentucky University
at Highland Heights, where she received a scholar
ship for her acting and singing abilities.
Edwards appeared regularly on cable televi
sion's Home Shopping Network's America store
from 1998 to 2004. She also hosted on two other

shopping networks shows. She has performed in
the U.S. Comedy Arts Festivalsponsored by HBO
and was a guest show host for Pure Country on the
Oxygen Network. Edwards produced and was a
cohost of The Hunt USA, which combined travel

ing and shopping, and co-hosted Daytime, a morn
ing talk show on a Tampa, Fla., NBC affiliate. She
also has released a Christmas compact disk and a
disk entitled Songs I Like to Sing.
Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons
to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.

Nancy J. Tretter
EGBERT, HARRY, BRIGADIER GENERAL

(b. 1839, Philadelphia, Pa.; d. March 26, 1899, Mal
inta, Philippines). As a lieutenant colonel during
the Spanish-American War (see National Guard,
Spanish-American War), Harry Egbert com
manded the 6th Infantry Regiment, which was
based at Fort Thomas. On the south face of the

Fort Thomas Military Reservation water tower,
there is a bronze plaque honoring him.
In 1861 Egbert was commissioned a 1st lieu
tenant in the 12th Infantry Regiment. He served
with the Army of the Potomac during the Civil
War; he was wounded twice and ended the war

KP September 18, 1927, 1.

“New Buildings to Open for Inspection," KP, August
27, 1937, 2.

“Pius Heights 27th City in Kenton," KP, July 31,
1965, 6K.

with the rank of captain. After the war, he served
in South Carolina, Washington, D.C., and on the
American western frontier. Between 1870 and

1890, he took part in the Indian wars of the West
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EGELSTON, CHARLES

conducted against the Apaches, the Nez Percés, the
Bannocks, and the Sioux. In 1890 he was promoted
to major and assigned to the 17th Infantry Regi
ment. In 1893 he was promoted to lieutenant colo
nel and assigned to the 6th Infantry Regiment as
its executive officer. When the 6th Infantry Regi
ment was mobilized for the Spanish-American
War in 1898, he took command of the regiment

time radio classic. In the 1950s he made some early
television appearances, such as on The Hallmark
Hall of Fame: he appeared on August 3, 1952, in
episode 31, “The World on a Wire,” about Samuel
Morse and his telegraph; and on April 19, 1953, in
episode 65, Rod Serling’s “The Carlson Legend."
He died at age 72 at New York City's Park East Hos
pital in 1958. He was survived by his actress wife,

after Col. Melville Cochran, the commander at

Aileen Poe.

Fort Thomas, was hospitalized. While leading the
6th Infantry up San Juan Hill in Santiago, Cuba,
Egbert was shot in the chest and left for dead on the
battlefield. Found alive that night, he was returned
to the United States for hospitalization.
For his service in the Cuban Campaign, Egbert
was promoted to full colonel, given command of
the 22nd Infantry Regiment, and made a brigadier
general of the Volunteers, without assignment. At
the end of the Spanish-American War, Egbert's
rank reverted to colonel in the regular army.
In early 1899 Colonel Egbert and his 22nd In
fantry were ordered to the Philippines to take part
in the army's efforts to pacify the islands. On
March 26, 1899, while leading an attack against the
Philippine Insurrection Army at Malinta, north of
Manila, Egbert was shot and killed. His body was
returned to the United States and buried in Ar

lington National Cemetery. A plaque, commis
sioned by the citizens of Northern Kentucky to
honor Egbert, was placed on the Fort Thomas
water tower, and the U.S. Army renamed a Signal
Corps postin Alaska Fort Egbert.
Bogart, Charles H. “Harry Egbert, 1840 to 1899." Fort
Thomas Historical Society, Fort Thomas, Ky.
“Egbert Memorial Will Likely Be Placed on Ft.
Thomas Water Tower." CE, April 25, 1898, 5.

“Egbert–Sixth Infantry Officer Made Brigadier Gen
eral,” KP, October 10, 1899, i.

“Harry Egbert Military Record File," Campbell Co.
Historical Society, Alexandria, Ky.
Reis, Jim. “’98 Vets Few but Proud," KP. May 26,

“Charles Egelston Dies," NYT, November 1, 1958, 19.
“Covington-Home Minstrel Company,” CE, January
22, 1899, 3.

"Covington's Charlie Egelston to Pay Visit,” CP.
March 14, 1952, 2.

“Kentucky Deaths," CP November 1, 1958, 5.
Michael R. Sweeney
EILERMAN, YVONNE “BONNIE,” CAP

TAIN (b. September 7, 1913, Foster, Ky.; d. June 6,
1976, Covington, Ky.) Yvonne D. Looney, a dancer

EGELSTON, CHARLES (b. 1886, Covington,
Ky; d. October 31, 1958, New York City). Actor
Charles P. Egelston was the son of Charles R. L. and
Anna Havlin Egelston. The family lived along Scott
St. in Covington. An uncle, John Havlin, was a
Covington and Cincinnatitheatrical agent and the
owner of the Havlin Hotel in Cincinnati, and

Charles Egelston grew up in an acting environ
ment. In 1899 he appeared at the Odd Fellows Hall
in Covington in a grand minstrel performance. By
1911 he was working for his uncle John Havlin in
New York City, arranging acts for the Greater
Cincinnati area. Egelston was part of the National
Players group in Cincinnati. He eventually became
a staff actor at WLW radio in Cincinnati, where he

and Virginia Payne had roles on the daytime epic
radio soap opera Ma Perkins. For 26 years (1933–
1960), Egelston played Shuffle Shober in the drama.
Ma Perkins quickly advanced from WLW to Chi
cago and the national network market. Egelston
was also the first person to portray Scrooge in
Dickens's Christmas Carol, which became an all

Celebrated Clothes.

The Kentucky stores eventually adopted the
slogan “Kentucky's Best" and featured extravagant
promotions, exterior displays, lavish windows, and
musical entertainment. They were active in the
community, promoting the downtown areas and
acting as a lead sponsor of the Devou Park Sum
mer Concerts in Covington.
Beyond their comprehensive men's and boys'
offerings, the stores were noted for extensive hat
and shoe departments, golf and tennis apparel, and
fine tailoring. The Covington and Newport stores
also featured complete selections of Boy Scout out
fits and supplies. The Ohio, Wisconsin, and Min
nesota stores had closed by the late 1930s. The
Newportstore closed in 1964; the Covington store,
in 1973.

and a model, was born in Bracken Co. to Michael F.

and Hilda Jett Looney. She studied ballet at the
Schuster-Martin School in Cincinnati and eventu

ally danced with the famous Roxy Ballet at the
Radio City Music Hall in New York City. She re
turned home to become one of the area's first high
fashion models. She married Richard D. Eilerman,
a co-owner of the men's store Eilerman & Sons,
Men's Clothiers. Yvonne Eilerman modeled for

"Clothiers Celebrate 42nd Anniversary," KP, April 27,
1928, 1.

“Eilerman Store Swept by Flames," KP, October 6,
1921, 1.

“Five Hundred Electric Lamps in Eilerman & Sons
Great Sign,” KP, April 20, 1896,8.

"Modern Throughout—Will Be New Building of Eil
ermans at a Cost of $60,000," KP, January 22, 1896,
5.

Mabley & Carew in Cincinnati, for other depart
“Personals–Eilerman Store in Minneapolis," Cov
ment stores, and for New York fur dealers; she
ington Courier, September 20, 1902, 4.

modeled her last show at age 58 in 1971. She was a
captain in the Kentucky state militia during World
War II. She conducted charm classes for young
teens at Pogue's (H.&S. Pogue Company) and later

Reis, Jim. “Devou Magic: Summer Concerts in the
Park Attracted Thousands Weekly," KP June 10,
1985, 4K.
Chuck Eilerman

worked in fashion coordination. She died of a cere

bral hemorrhage at St. Elizabeth Hospital in 1976
at age 62 and was buried at St. Mary Cemetery in
Fort Mitchell,
“Yvonne Eilerman Dies at 62,” KP, June 8, 1976, 5.

1997, 4K.

Charles H. Bogart

were major stockholders of the Henry Geiershofer
Clothing Company of Cincinnati. The 1923 North
ern Kentucky Review stated that some 1,500 local
tailors were employed in the making of Eilerman

EILERMAN FAMILY. The Eilerman family,
who helped shape Northern Kentucky, prospered
during the growth of mass production and mer
chandising in the United States and eventually
became contributors to many areas of Kentucky

EILERMAN & SONS, MEN'S CLOTHIERS.

civic life.

Herman J. Eilermann (original German spelling of
name) (1830–1913), a native of Schapen, Germany,
opened his first store in 1886 at 610 Monmouth St.
in Newport, and a replacement store was built there
in 1889. His business expanded to Covington in
1892, and a four-story flagship store at the north

Herman Eilermann, a young immigrant from
near Hanover, Germany, married Maria Anna
“Mary" Barg, from Hamburg, Germany, at Old St.
Mary's Church in Cincinnati's Over-the-Rhine
district in 1861. The couple established a household
on Dayton St. in Newport and had 13 children.
Herman was a clothing salesman who opened his
first clothing store in Newport in 1886 and was

east corner of Pike and Madison (Eilerman's Cor

ner) was built for the business in 1896. The Coving
ton store, designed by architect Daniel Seger,
featured a corner bay window that culminated in a
tower and spire. Its 500-light electric sign was the
first electric sign in the city. The third and final
Newport location was built in 1898 at 808 Mon
mouth. Additional stores were opened in Xenia and
Lima, Ohio; Milwaukee; and Minneapolis.
By the turn of the century, the company's pro
prietors called themselves "the Most Liberal and
Progressive Retailers in the World." Formany years
their advertisements referred to the locations in

Covington and Newport as the “Twin Cities."
In 1921 a fire devastated the Covington store,
causing $80,000 in damages. The store was rebuilt
but without its distinctive tower. The Eilermans

successful from the outset (see Eilerman & Sons,
Men's Clothiers). He twice moved his store to

larger quarters and in 1892 began a second store in
Covington. It also prospered, and additional stores
followed in Lima and Xenia, Ohio; in Milwaukee,

Wis.; and, briefly, in Minneapolis, Minn. Eilerman

(he had dropped the final n from the family name)
made substantial investments in local clothing
manufacturing firms, which provided merchan
dise under the Eilerman brand name.

Herman and Mary's oldest son, George Her
man, moved to San Diego, Calif., where he pur
sued his own business interests. The next son,

Henry John, moved to Lima and ran a large cloth
ing store until 1931. The children most active in
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the local stores were sons August, Benjamin, Her
man J., and Edward. August succeeded his father
as president of the company and was also presi
dent of the Newport Merchants Association. Ben
jamin and his sons Bernard, Robert, Arthur, and
Richard acquired control of the business in Sep
tember 1931.

The success of the stores enabled family mem
bers to branch out into other ventures. Benjamin
and his son Robert established a real estate com

the Six-Twenty Woman's Club, supporting the
Baker-Hunt Foundation, and was a founder of

the Northern Kentucky Association for Retarded
Children. Richard's wife, Yvonne “Bonnie”

Eilerman, was an accomplished dancer; she
performed with the Roxy Corps de Ballet at Radio
City Music Hall in New York City and with na
tional touring companies. Returning home, she
operated a dance studio at Covington's Odd Fel
lows Hall (see Independent Order of Odd
Fellows) and was a leading fashion model in

east of the Georgetown Rd. (once U.S. 227, the Wil
liam Howard Taft Highway, now just Ky. Rt. 227)
and west of Lusby's Mill. The American Realty Ser
vice Corporation developed Elk Lake Shores. In
the beginning, the project was heavily advertised
in the three television markets of Cincinnati, Lou

isville, and Lexington as vacation homesites with
year-round-living potential. The development was
heavily promoted. With the completion of I-75 and
I-71, some Elk Lake residents commute to loca

pany and a construction firm in 1925 and were
early builders in the Coral Gables community near
Miami, Fla. August's son August Jr. was an owner
of Atlas Cleaners in Newport and a banker, serv
ing as the president of the American National
Bank. Arthur was an original investor in the devel
opment of Crestview Hills. Leaving the family
firm, he started radio station WZIP in Covington

the park. Arthur organized large scout jamborees

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen

in 1947.

in its meadows, and Carmen led Girl Scout and

County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,

Benjamin participated during the early 1900s
in the development of the White Villa resort com
munity in southern Kenton Co. His family joined
those of other leading businessmen, including the
Coppins (see Coppin's Department Store), the
Stevies, the Hugenbergs, and the Luhns. Benjamin

Boys Club outings there. The Eilerman stores
were also organizers and long-term sponsors of the
Community Sing programs.

Cincinnati.

Devou Park was a particular interest of the
family. Bernard Eilerman helped establish the
Covington Tennis Club, the Devou Fields Golf
Course, and the local Park Hills Riding Club.

tions as far away as Cincinnati. There are more
than 250 living units at the lake. There is a boating
marina and a swimming beach, fishing is good,
and security is provided. Given the topography of
Owen Co., and the lack of an industrial base, Elk

Lake Shores was welcomed by local residents.

WZIP broadcast music from the concert bowl at

1976.

Eilerman led the establishment of St. Matthew Ro
man Catholic Church Mission across the Three-L

Highway to serve the summer residents at White
Villa.

Character actor Robert Grant Elkins was the son

“Clothiers Celebrate 42nd Anniversary," KP April 27,

of a hard-working coal miner, George W. Elkins,

1928, 1,

“Eilerman Store Was Pioneer," KP, November 8,
1925, 2.

“Eilerman Succumbs—Manager of Lima, Oh. Store,
Was One of Founders of Concern," KP, January 27,
1931, l.

“New Council for Retarded Children Planned; WZIP

Eilerman family members were involved in
many civic projects and organizations throughout
the 20th century. August Jr. was chairman of the
board of the Good Shepherd Orphanage in Fort
Thomas and a trustee of the local St. Luke Hospi
tal. He provided leadership in the construction
of the hospital's campus on Grand Ave. in Fort
Thomas. Bernard helped establish the Northern
Kentucky Industrial Foundation, developer of the
Northern Kentucky Industrial Park. He was an
original member of the Kenton Co. Airport Board
(see Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Interna
tional Airport), serving as both chairman and
finance chair. He was also a trustee of Villa Ma

donna College (now Thomas More College). He
was elected president of the Covington Chamber
of Commerce in 1940 (see Northern Kentucky
Chamber of Commerce) and was elected twice,

in 1936and 1955,as president of the Kentucky Mer
chants Association. On both occasions, he used his

statewide prominence to support the gubernato
rial campaigns of A. B. "Happy” Chandler (in 1935
and 1955). Arthur was active in business groups
and in the Kiwanis Club. He was elected president
of the Kentucky Broadcasters Association in 1956
and was the only Northern Kentuckian ever to
hold the post. Arthur was particularly devoted to
the Boy Scouts and served for years as a scout
master and as a commissioner of the Northern

Kentucky Boy Scout Council. He was awarded the
Silver Beaver Medal, scoutings highest honor.

Series Will Assist." KTS, July 17, 1952, 1.
“President Elected President of Kentucky Broadcast
ers Association,” KTS, October 12, 1956, 8A.

“Radio Grant Proposed for Airways Group, Is FCC
Announcement," KE, April 11, 1947, 1K.

“To Open Course: Director of Devou Park Links to
Lead Ceremonies,” KP, May 22, 1928, 1.

“Veteran Store Head Resigns—Merchandise Firm
Passes to Younger Members," KP September 10,
1931, 1.

Chuck Eilerman

declined the offer. However, he did take several

little north of Falmouth in Pendleton Co. along Ky.
Rt. 22. At one time this little community had a
school in addition to the Turner Ridge Baptist
Church and Cemetery. It was named Elizabeth
ville because there were so many women in the
area named Elizabeth. Locally, the community
was known as Modoc. It is reported that the first
postmaster of Elizabethville spent so much of his
time mowing dock that hardly a weed grew in the
area. He decided to call the place Modoc and it re
mains so, informally, to this day. In 1950 the pres
ent Turner Ridge Baptist Church was dedicated in
Elizabethville.

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.
1994].
Mildred Belew

Eilerman women were also active in local civic

ELK LAKE SHORES. Elk Lake Shores in Owen

Co. is one of the many new combination housing
and recreational developments that have appeared
in Northern Kentucky since the 1960s. Elk Lake,

ular programs on WZIP. She was an organizer of

and his wife Ellie. When Bob was five years old, the
family moved to Muncie, Ind., where his father
took a job with a lawnmower company. When Bob
was 12 years old, his family moved to Covington,
Ky., and shortly thereafter his father deserted the
family. To support the family, Bob's mother took a
job as a maid and his two sisters took part-time
jobs. Bob continued his education and graduated
from Holmes High School in 1950.
At the age of 18, Elkins enlisted in the U.S.
Navy, where he was given anaptitude testand found
to be quite intelligent but suffering from dyslexia.
One of his best friends in the Navy, gunnery officer
Lt. Jack Russell, worked with Elkins and helped
him to read more effectively. The navy made a col
lege education available to him, but he graciously

ELIZABETHVILLE. Elizabethville is west and a

projects. Bernard's wife, Alma, was a founder of
the Seminary Guild, which helped support St.
Pius X Seminary. Arthur's wife, Carmen, was a pi
oneer woman radio broadcaster who had two pop

ELKINS, BOB (b. 1932, Mount Hope, W.Va.).

which has 200 acres of water and 14 miles of shore

line, is located four miles southeast of Owenton,

courses taught by navy personnel and achieved
the rank of petty officer. Elkins spent four years in
the navy and said that the experience completely
changed the course of his life.
After returning to Covington, Elkins studied
acting at the Eyer Theater School. He won a small
part as a navy shore patrol officer in a stage produc
tion of Mr. Roberts, and a year later was given the
lead role. He acted in dozens of plays and television
commercials, but with a family to feed, he took a
job with the Magnus Chemical Company, where
he had a more stable income. He worked his way
up to the position of division assistant vice presi
dent of the company.
Elkins resigned from his position at Magnus
when he was chosen to play the part of a disc jockey
in the 1980 motion picture Coal Miner's Daugh
ter, with Sissy Spacek and Tommy Lee Jones. That
same year, Elkins and his wife of 23 years divorced.
After his four children were grown, Elkins moved
to Los Angeles, where he attended an acting semi
nar given by Jason Alexander (George on Sein
feld). He also acted in several plays and in a movie
called The Big Day, with Sandra Seacat. However,
he found the sporadic income from Hollywood
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projects difficult to exist on, so he returned to
Northern Kentucky.
In Greater Cincinnati, Elkins fared much bet

ter, appearing in several plays and movies, includ
ing This Train, with Soupy Sales, and Tattered
Angel, with Lynda Carter. He also played the part
ofabar owner in the 2001 independent film April's
Fool. Much of that film's action was shot in the for

mer Trixie's Delight lounge at Ninth and Mon
mouth Sts. in Newport. Also shown in April's Fool
were the John A. Roebling Bridge and various
street scenes from Newport and Cincinnati. Elkins
then appeared as the German admiral Günther
Lütjens in the 2002 docudrama James Cameron's
Expedition: Bismarck, on the Discovery Channel.
One of his most recent acting roles was as the fa
ther of a trapped miner in the 2002 ABC Televi
sion movie Pennsylvania Miner's Story.
The Kentucky House of Representatives hon
ored Bob Elkins in 2002 “for his many and signifi
cant achievements throughout nearly 50 years in
the performing arts.” Elkins also won the Best Ac

convictions often clashed with the academic and
local communities, however, and in 1899 the
board of trustees in Colorado terminated his con

tract at the end of that school year. In 1901 Ellis
became the 10th president of Ohio University
(OU) in Athens, Ohio, where he remained until

ing," published a booklet on the subject in 1923; he

his death. He brought many of the same kinds of
improvements to the OU campus. He died sud
denly of a heart attack in 1920 at his home in Ath
ens, survived by his wife of 53 years, Katherine
Ann Cox Ellis. He was awarded honorary PhD
and LLD degrees by Wooster College and Ohio
State University, for his accomplishments in the

was known for his burgoo recipe, which can still be

field of education.

“Alston Ellis." http://lib.colostate.edu/archives/presi
dents/ (accessed June 20, 2007).

“Alston

Ellis."

www.memoriallibrary.com/CO/

1898DenverPB (accessed June 20, 2007).

Michael R. Sweeney
ELLIS, JAMESTANDY (b. June 9, 1868, Ghent,

Ky; d. December 9, 1942, Ghent, Ky.) James Tandy
Ellis, newspaper columnist, poet, humorist, enter
tainer, raconteur, and Kentucky adjutant general,

cinnati Actors Studio in the Essex Art Center,
Walnut Hills.

was the son of Dr. Peter Clarkson and Drusilla

Elkins, Bob. Telephone interview by Jack Wessling,
February 12, 2007.
The Enquirer. “A Minute with Bob Elkins." Cincin

nati.com. http://news.enquirer.com (accessed Feb
ruary 9, 2007.

Wikipedia. “Bob Elkins." http://en.wikipedia.org (ac
cessed February 12, 2007).
ELKS. See Civic Associations.

Ellis's written evocation of the Kentucky dia
lect, of which he was considered a master, is some

what dated and difficult for moderns to read, and a

condescending view of "colored” citizens is ex
pressed in his works. Further clouding the issue
concerning race is the fact that Ellis went largely
unpunished for shooting and maiming a disre
spectful black servant in 1893, when he was 25
years of age.
At the height of Ellis's popularity, dramatiza
tions of his columns were broadcast over WHAS

Ireland, for his portrayal of a homeless man in the
2003 movie Homefree. He now lives in West Ches
ter, Ohio, and serves as an acting coach at the Cin

kinsactor.com (accessed February 12, 2007).

found in cookbooks.

Ohio Death Certificate # 67483, for the year 1920.

tor Award at the Dublin Film and Music Festival in

“Bob Elkins: Hiding in the Spotlight." http://bobel

newspaper column, Tang of the South. Tang of
the South Stories, the first of two anthologies of
his columns, appeared in 1924 and was followed by
a work called Colonel Torkey Shabb in 1925. Ellis,
who fancied himself an authority on "camp cook

Tandy Ellis. He took classes locally and at Ghent
College until he was 18 and then attended classes
at the Agricultural and Mechanical College (Uni
versity of Kentucky) in Lexington, which included
military training. Ellis had just published his first
notable poem, “Back in Old Kentucky." He studied
at the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music, return
ing to Ghent in 1889 to be a companion for his
wealthy grandfather James Bledsoe Tandy, who

radio in Louisville. Flash of the Flintlock, a movie
of an Ellis story slated to be filmed in Somerset,
however, was never made. In 1932 declining health
compelled Ellis to end his touring. He settled into
a home in Ghent and wrote his newspaper columns
there until his death in 1942 from a heart ailment.
His wife, Harriet Richardson Ellis, committed sui

cide 46 days later and was buried beside her hus
band in the Ghent Cemetery.
Jillson, Willard Rouse. Rambo Flats: A Sketch of the

Life, Military Service, and Literary Achievements
of James Tandy Ellis (1868–1942). Frankfort, Ky:
Perry, 1957.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 25877, for the year
1942.

Noe, J.T. Cotton, ed. A Brief Anthology of Kentucky

died in 1895.

Poetry: Selections of Poetry Written by Ninety
Three Persons Closely Identified with Kentucky,
Most of Them Native Born. Lexington: Univ. of

In 1898 a Louisville newspaper published El
lis's defense of a former Lexington girlfriend, Har

Kentucky Department of Extension, 1936.
Bill Davis

riet Richardson, who was then in national head

ELLIS, ALSTON (b. January 26, 1847, Kenton
Co., Ky.; d. November 14, 1920, Athens, Ohio). Al
ston Ellis, who became a college president, was
born on a farm in Kenton Co. to Absalom and

Mary Ellis Ellis (his father had married his first
cousin, who had the same surname). In 1863 the

family moved to Covington. Alston Ellis attended
a private school in Covington operated by the
noted teacher S. Mead. Ellis taught school for a
short time near Carrollton and then enrolled at

Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. He received a
bachelor's degree in 1867 and an MA in 1872 from
Miami University. Ellis served as a principal of
schools in both Covington and Newport before
taking a position with the Hamilton, Ohio, city
schools. In 1879 he served with the Ohio state
board of school examiners. From 1880 until 1887

he was superintendent of the Sandusky, Ohio,
schools and afterward returned to his former job
in Hamilton. From there Ellis went west in 1891 to

become the president of the State Agricultural
College of Colorado (which later became Colo
rado State University) in Fort Collins. As presi
dent there, Ellis doubled the enrollment of the

school, added several new buildings, and added
new departments. His strong personal and moral

lines as Temperance forces assailed her for wanting
to use Kentucky bourbon to christen the new U.S.
battleship Kentucky. He had just published Poems
by Ellis, and the romantic reunion and subsequent
marriage of the defamed heroine and the young
poet was reported throughout the country. Two
children were born to this union; both died young.
In 1900 Ellisjoined the Kentucky Infantry, serving
two years at Owensboro and attaining the rank of
major. He returned to Owensboro in 1904 as man
ager for an embattled water company, placating
the locals by writing and performing in local en
tertainments. He produced another book of
poems, Sprigs o' Mint, in 1906. In 1908 Ellis was
secretary for the Lexington Burley Society and
published Awhile in the Mountain. He released
Kentucky Stories in 1909 and Shawn of Skarrow
in 1911.

Ellis entered the Kentucky Adjutant General's
Office as a colonel in 1912, becoming adjutant gen
eral in 1914 and serving throughout World War I
as Kentucky's highest-ranking officer. After the
war, he made a career of traveling and performing,
often as a banjo-playing blackface character, Uncle
Rambo. In 1923 he published two songs and a
novel, Sycamore Bend, and began his syndicated

ELLISTON. Elliston in northwestern Grant Co.,

located along Ky. Rt. 1942, was first known as Ea
gle Mills (not the same as New Eagle Mills). Benja
min Elliston settled there on Ten Mile Creek in
1813. His descendants owned much of the land

when the Louisville, Cincinnati, and Lexing
ton Railroad, the Short Line, later a part of the
Louisville and Nashville Railroad, was opened
after the Civil War, and the train station was

named Elliston. Just west of town, along the rail
road, is the site of the former Eagle Tunnel, more
than 600 feet long, which took the track westward
into the Eagle Creek valley. After one-third of the
tunnel collapsed in January 2005, the tunnel was
"daylighted" by the railroad; that is, it no longer
exists.

There were taverns and a general store in Elli
ston even before the railroad came, but with the

opening of a rail line through town, commercial
activity soon increased. Farmers were shipping
livestock by rail to market, a tobacco warehouse
was built, several stores and blacksmith shops were
opened, a physician moved to town, and a drug
store and hotel appeared. The railroad built com
pany homes for its section hands, who were em
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ployed to maintain the railroad. A post office was
established in 1870 but discontinued in 1976. To

day, Elliston no longer depends on the railroad for
goods and services. Trucks and cars have taken the
railroad's place for Elliston residents.
Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky. Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.

Stanley, Frances Clinkscales. Interview by William
Michael Stanley, June 24, 2006, Williamstown, Ky.

Arch St., the former home of the Cincinnati Natu

William Michael Stanley

“Eight Northern Kentuckians in 1926 Edition of
Who's Who," KP, October 8, 1926, 5.

and lóa Givens Elliston. When she was a child, the

family moved to Covington. She was educated at
the old Covington High School (see Covington
Independent Schools), and while a student there,
she began writing for the Kentucky Times-Star
newspaper. As a young woman, Elliston wrote on
cooking and weddings. In 1907 she married Au
gustus T. Coleman, a newspaper artist from St.
Louis. In 1909 she became the society editor at the
Kentucky Times-Star. Although she moved to St.

life Resources (KDFWR) in Frankfort announced
that the new Elmer Davis Lake near Owenton was

“George Elliston Times Star Writer and Poet Dies
after Long Illness,” CE, October 8, 1946, 16.
Noe, J.T. C. A Brief Anthology of Kentucky Poetry.
Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky, Department of Univ.
Extension, 1936.

Reis, Jim, “Noteworthy Lives," KP, November 29,
1993, 4K.

The University Libraries Newsletter. “A Poet's Legacy."
University Libraries, University of Cincinnati. www
(accessed February 25, 2007).

Kathryn Witt

The Elliston-Stanley Funeral Home of William
stown is the second-oldest continuously operated

where she also recited her poetry. She was a mem

so honored.

business in Grant Co. The firm, established in 1881

by R. H. Elliston, his brother O. P. Elliston, and their
father, Hiram Elliston, was organized as a lumber
and hardware business with the mortician work as

a sideline. Early in the 20th century, the mortician
business became the major portion of the firm's

became a fisherman's dream come true.

The sportsman's club, which began in 1952, had
built a modern brick lodge and in 1953 purchased
the adjacent 110-acre Dunavent farm some three
miles west of Owenton on the Dunavent Ridge
(Lake Rd). Elmer Davis Lake was built in 1958 by
the KDFWRon land purchased from the Owen Co.
Sportsman's Club. It has approximately 149 surface
acres, 5.6 miles of shoreline, and a maximum depth
of 59 feet and surrounds three sides of the club's

property. Along with the boating and fishing, visi
tors can also enjoy a swimming pool and the club's
beach. Homes for weekend living as well as for per
manent living have been constructed along the

business, under the direction of O. P. Elliston.
shoreline.

Beuford E. Stanley, a native of Grant Co., pur
chased the business in 1937 after returning to Wil
liamstown the year before to become an employee

The namesake of the lake, Elmer Davis, was a

longtime area automobile dealer and the commis
sioner of the KDFWR under Kentucky governors

of Elliston as a funeral director and embalmer. At

that time much of the work, including embalming,
visitations, and funerals, was accomplished in the
homes of those they served. Stanley operated the

Keen Johnson (1939–1943) and A. B. Chandler
(1935–1939 and 1955–1959).

funeral business with his wife, Frances Clinkscales

Owen Co. Historical Society Files, Owen Co. Library,
Owenton, Ky.

Stanley, also a native of Williamstown, whom he

Doris Riley

married in 1937. She became a licensed funeral di

rector in 1943, and they worked together in the
business until his death in 1995 at age 81.
The business included invalid and emergency

ELMWOOD

ambulance service for area residents until 1973. In

comprised more than 1,000 acres in Northern
Kentucky along the Ohio River, across and slightly

1955 the Stanleys moved their storefront business
to a residential neighborhood where they had pur
chased and remodeled a former residence into a

modern funeral home. Their service was expanded
with the purchase of the Hamilton Funeral Home

Elliston bought a century-old log cabin at Mor

in Verona in 1982 and the addition of a branch fa

row, Ohio, and lived there almost until her death.

cility in Crittenden in 1998.
Now in its 125th year of service to Northern
Kentucky, the business continues to be owned and
operated by Frances Stanley and her two sons, Wil
liam Michael Stanley and Dennis E. Stanley, along
with the assistance of her two grandsons, Patrick
M. Stanley and Douglas R. Stanley, all of whom are

She bequeathed the bulk of her estate to the Uni
versity of Cincinnati for the creation of the George
Elliston Poetry Trust Fund. Its purpose was to "es
tablish, as far as practicable, a chair of poetry to
encourage and promote the study and composi
tion of poetry." Today the George Elliston Poetry
Foundation sponsors a yearly poet-in-residence
and organizes programs to further the study and
practice of poetry. In the Langsam Library at the
university is the Elliston Poetry Room, which con
tains writings on poetry and a collection of 20th

available for fishing, it was a milestone for the
Owen Co. Sportsman's Club. For years, Owen
Countians had been planning for a suitable lake
for fishing and boating, since there was no large
lake in the county. Having been stocked with black
bass, black crappie, bluegill, channel catfish, large
mouth bass, long-ear sunfish, shell-crackers, wall
eye, warmouth, and white crappie, the new lake

.libraries.uc.edu/source/volthree/elliston2.html

ELLISTON-STANLEY FUNERAL HOME.

ber of the League of Amateur Poets, the Ohio
Newspaper Women's Association, the Ohio Valley
Poetry Club, and the Cincinnati MacDowell Soci
ety. In the 1926 edition of Who's Who in America,
Elliston was cited for her literary achievements
and contributions, one of eight Northern Ken
tuckians (and the only woman of the group) to be

ELMER DAVIS LAKE. On February 1, 1960,
when the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wild

ets and for Those Who Love Poetry. New York:
George Sully, 1929.

Louis with her husband, Elliston returned to the

Times Star (now Cincinnati Post), where she

Williamstown Courier, May 30, 1901.

Elliston, George. Cinderella Cargoes: Poems for Po

Cincinnati area shortly afterward and bought
real estate that eventually netted her a small for
tune. She was considered a “brilliant" newspaper
writer who “blazed new trails for women in jour
nalism." Her writing career included work as a
hard-news reporter for the former Cincinnati
covered breaking news, including murders and
other crimes. She was also the editor of the Gypsy,
a poetry magazine.
Elliston was a well-known and highly regarded
writer who traveled across the country and to Eu
rope to report the news firsthand. She was also a
poet who authored several volumes of poetry, in
cluding Changing Moods, Through Many Win
dows, Bright World, and Cinderella Cargoes:
Poems for Poets and for Those Who Love Poetry.
At one point in her career, Elliston had a twice
weekly radio broadcast on Cincinnati's WSAI,

8, 2003, B4.

ral History Museum. She was cremated.

John B. Conrad

ELLISTON, GEORGE (b. 1883, Mount Sterling,
Ky; d. October 7, 1946, Cincinnati, Ohio). George
Elliston, a poet and journalist, was a fourth
generation Kentuckian, daughter of Joseph Lillard

"Funeral Home Wins Trade Award," KE, November

century English-language poetry. In recalling Elli
ston's career, her former employer the Times-Star
called her death "the passing of a great esteemed
member of the family." Her funeral was held at her
downtown Cincinnati home, along Broadway at

licensed funeral directors and embalmers.
“Centennial Club," KE, November 8, 1996, B1C.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County.
Williamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society,
1992.
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LUDLOW. Thomas

Davis Carneal, a local businessman, had by 1820
accumulated an estate he called Elmwood, which

west (downriver) from Cincinnati, on what even

tually became the site of the city of Ludlow. Car
neal was a speculator, builder, and amateur archi
tect. He and his partners, the brothers John S.
Gano and Richard M. Gano, laid out Covington
in 1815 (and John S. Gano built the Federal-style
dwelling there, now known as the Gano-Southgate
House, for Aaron Gano). Thomas Carneal served

in the Kentucky legislature but also had business
interests in Ohio and built several townhouses in
Cincinnati. The Elmwood estate stretched for two

and a half miles along the river and was virtually
self-supporting, with picturesquely landscaped
grounds, orchards, vineyards, ornamental and
vegetable gardens, a coach house, an icehouse, a
dairy, barns, and a sawmill. Although Carneal
proposed a bill for the gradual eradication of
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Railroad and the construction of its shops in
Ludlow. This development hastened the subdivi
sion of the Elmwood estate, the laying out of
streets, and the building of hundreds of middle
and working-class Victorian houses. In the 1880s
the Webster family, who then owned Elmwood,
subdivided the final 40 acres around the villa and

partitioned it into a double house, or duplex. They
demolished its rear kitchen wing to accommodate
the laying out of Forest Ave. and created a new
street front on the south with Victorian hood

molds over the doors and windows. The original
riverfront on the north of the house became its
rear facade.

In 1920 Elmwood became the factory for the
Mrs. Thomas Candies Company. The owners, Eda
and Albert Thomas, hired local architect Chester

Elmwood Hall, Ludlow, ca. 1908.

slavery from Kentucky, Elmwood included houses
for his own enslaved African American artisans
and servants.

was nearing completion, and the Carneals may
have consulted him for this room, or they may
have known his designs through other sources. In

Between 1818 and 1820, Carneal and his wife

the later 1820s, the second owner of the house

Sarah Stanley Carneal, a renowned hostess, de
signed and built for themselves a villa—also called
Elmwood—on the estate. They situated it on a
gentle rise 150 yards from the river; although al
square, one-story, neoclassical pavilion on a raised
basement, it has a hipped roof capped by an obser
vation deck. The deck is surrounded by a railing

likely enriched the room by adding cast plaster
shells and rosettes. It is perhaps the most sophisti
cated Federal-period interior surviving in Ken
tucky. The other spaces of the house exhibit none
of the same sculptural or ornamental character,
being simple cubic volumes articulated only by
carved mantelpieces and door and window frames
in an elaborate but provincial Federal style.

and is accessible via an interior corkscrew stair.

In 1828 the Carneals sold the estate to En

The house originally had an elliptical-arched and
fan-lighted entrance (later turned into a window)
facing the river on the north front, with twin re
cessed porches screened by slender Tuscan col
umns on its east and west sides. An ell wing con
taining a kitchen protruded asymmetrically from
the rear, or south facade. Except for the ell, the
plan was perfectly symmetrical, consisting of
eight square rooms arranged in an offset grid,

glishman William Bullock (founder of the re
nowned Egyptian Hall museum in London), who
made plans to build an elaborate speculative town
on the site, to be called Hygeia. While Bullock and
his wife resided at Elmwood, English author Fran
ces Trollope (1779–1863) visited them and left a
description ofthehouse inherbook The Domestic
Manners of the Americans (1832). She had little
good to say about Cincinnati (or America, for
that matter) but commented on the "exquisite
beauty" of the Elmwood estate—though deploring

tered, it survives at 244. Forest Ave. in Ludlow. A

with three rooms each across the north and south

fronts and two large parlors at the center of the
plan opening through jib-windows onto the re
cessed porches at the sides. The overall scheme re
sembles certain villas designed by 16th-century
Italian architects Palladio and Scamozzi, whose

published treatises the Carneals may have known
and consulted. The ceilings of the house are 14 feet
high, and the most elaborate room is the entrance

its remoteness—and said of the Bullocks' house
that "there is more taste and art lavished on one of
their beautiful saloons, than all Western America

can shew elsewhere" and that "the gems of art
|Bullock has brought with him, shew as strangely
there, as would a bower of roses in Siberia." Bull

ock's art collection at Elmwood perhaps included

hall, in the center of the north front. It has corner

furniture and sculpture by his brother George

columns supporting curving plaster pendentives
that form a circular disk ceiling with a recessed
central panel, creating the effect of a flattened
dome and oculus. Pilasters flank the symmetrical
doorways, and a continuous frieze of ornamental

ers of Regency England.
Bullock's proposed town came to naught, and
in two sales, of 1831 and 1836, he disposed of the

Bullock (d. 1818), one of the foremost cabinetmak

H. Disque to do a partial restoration (contempo
rary with that of Colonial Williamsburg in Vir
ginia and echoing some of its forms). Known
throughout the 20th century as Elmwood Hall, the
house gained a mythic local status and accumu
lated legends. It was said, for example, that Elm
wood was a site on the Underground Railroad
with a secret tunnel to the river. Contradicting that
story was the rumor that the basement contained a
"slave whipping post." Neither was true. The house
was, however, recorded by the Historic American
Buildings Survey in 1936 and entered in the Na
tional Register of Historic Places in 1972. Artists
had their studios in Elmwood Hall during the
1970s-1990s, and the house is now gradually being
restored as a residence.

Archive of miscellaneous notes, records, clippings,
etc., collected by past owners. Elmwood Hall, Lud
low, Ky.
Bullock, William. Sketch of a Journey through the
Western States of North America. London, 1827.
Reprinted in Early Western Travels, 1748–1846,
ed. Ruben G. Thwaites (Cleveland, 1905).
Costeloe, Michael P. William Bullock, Connoisseur

and Virtuoso of the Egyptian Hall: Piccadilly to
Mexico (1773–1849). Bristol, UK: Univ. of Bristol,
2008.
. "William Bullock and the Mexican Connec

tion," Mexican Studies/Estudios Mexicanos 22
(Summer 2006): 275-309.
Fazio, Michael, and Patrick Snadon. The Domestic

Architecture of Benjamin Henry Latrobe. Balti

more: Johns Hopkins Univ. Press, 2006.
Lancaster, Clay. Antebellum Architecture of Ken
tucky. Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1991.
Langsam, Walter E. Great Houses of the Queen City:
Two Hundred Years of Historic and Contempo
rary Architecture and Interiors in Cincinnati and
Northern Kentucky. Cincinnati: Cincinnati His

torical Society, 1997.
Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs. Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890," PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.
Patrick Snadon

leaves encircles the room above the columns and

estate to Israel Ludlow Jr. (son of Israel Ludlow Sr.,
who laid out Cincinnati in 1788). Ludlow and his

door heads, acting as a datum line for the spring
ing of the pendentives. The composition of this
room recalls spaces created by Federal-period ar
chitect Benjamin Henry Latrobe (1764–1820); he
was briefly in Cincinnati in 1820 when Elmwood

heirs, along with their relatives the Kenners, grad
ually sold parcels of the estate and developed the
town of Ludlow. Incorporated in 1864, the bucolic
village became a booming industrial town after
the 1877 completion of the Cincinnati Southern

ELSMERE. The city of Elsmere is located on land
originally granted by the commonwealth of Vir
ginia to John D. Watkins and Robert Johnson in
1785. The Watkins-Johnson property was located
on the Dry Ridge Trace, a natural high point

EMANCIPATIONISTS

that runs from near the Ohio River to Central

School for the education of their children. Al

Kentucky. The tract was divided by a buffalo trail
used in 1793 to build the Georgetown Rd., which
became the primary route to Central Kentucky.
This road ran near the western boundary of to
day's city of Elsmere.
According to legend, the first settlers arrived at

though this school burned, the black families re
built; they continued to maintain the new school
until the Erlanger-Elsmere Schools built
Wilkins Heights Elementary School in 1951 on
Capital St. Black residents also established the

the site that became Elsmere about 1820. The first

As usage of the railroad waned and automo
biles became more prevalent, highway improve
ments assisted in the development of Elsmere. In
1913 Kenton Co. condemned and purchased the
Covington-Lexington Turnpike so that tolls could
be discontinued. Begun in 1915 and completed in
1921, the Dixie Highway was created by covering
the old turnpike with concrete. The new highway
encouraged development of the old farms around
the cities, which resulted in a building boom in the
Erlanger-Elsmere area in the 1920s. More than 400
homes were constructed in Erlanger and Elsmere
in 1927 alone, and the population of both cities
doubled. The Erlanger and Elsmere school sys
tems were consolidated, and a new high school was
completed in 1928. The first sewers in Elsmere

house was built near present-day Shaw Ave. In 1834
the Commonwealth of Kentucky legislated im
provements to the Georgetown Rd, by chartering
the Covington and Lexington Turnpike and
requiring the use of stone, gravel, wood, and other
materials in its construction. By 1839 the first 10
miles of the turnpike from Covington were fin
ished, including the section that passes through
present-day Elsmere. At a cost of $7,800 per mile, it
was the most expensive highway built in Kentucky
up to that time. Tollbooths situated every five miles
charged 10 cents for a horse and cart.
The end of the Civil War initiated an eco
nomic revitalization for Cincinnati and Northern

Kentucky. As the urban areas grew, traffic on the
turnpike increased. A railroad from Cincinnati
into the South was needed to give the developing
industries better access to agricultural products.
In 1874 the City of Ludlow outbid Covington and
Newport for the railroad bridge from Cincinnati.
With the bridge at Ludlow, the most direct route to
the South went through what later became Er
langer and Elsmere. To encourage selection of this
route, property owners contributed funds and
property for the railroad right-of-way. Laying of
track began in 1876, and the first train rolled down
the tracks on April 20, 1877, reaching Lexington in
2 hours and 45 minutes. Passenger service was in
augurated on July 23, 1877. A station was estab
lished south of Erlanger and named Woodside Sta
tion. With the opening of the railroad, a trip from
that station to Covington or Cincinnati that took
hours on the turnpike could be made in minutes
on the train. Developers worked with the railroad
company to hold Sunday excursions stopping at
Woodside Park, in order to introduce potential

A.M.E. Church in Elsmere about 1905.

were constructed in 1930; most of the work on the

sewers was completed by the WPA in the late 1930s.
The city's fire department was organized and a fire
chief appointed. The center of the business district
was Dixie Highway at Garvey Ave. This intersec
tion became known as Shankers Corner, named

for a dry-goods store there. Also located on Garvey
was a movie house that doubled as a basketball

floor. The Joyland Corner Building on Garvey
hosted parties. For a time, the Erlanger-Elsmere
Library was also located on Garvey near Dixie
Highway.
In 1952 Elsmere had grown enough that it
was declared a fourth-class city by the Kentucky
legislature. The old board of trustees became the
town council. Construction of I-75 nearby in 1961
changed traffic patterns. Most travelers now by
passed Elsmere; however, the new highway pro
vided more opportunities for suburban growth,
because it made Elsmere more convenient to resi

dents of the larger cities.
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for residential expansion, Elsmere is in an excellent
position for future growth. In 2000 Elsmere had a
population of 8,139.
Blincoe, Caden. “Small Community Enjoys 'Main
stream of Progress,” CE, February 5, 1979,2K.
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1996. Elsmere, Ky: Centennial Committee of 1996,
1996.
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Wayne Onkst
EMANCIPATIONISTS. Northern Kentucky
contributed to and took part in the two quite dif
ferent concepts of how to abolish slavery that de
veloped between 1790 and 1850: constitutional
emancipation and gradual emancipation. During
the first decades of Kentucky statehood, constitu
tional emancipation formed the conceptual basis
for emancipationists antislavery political actions.
These early antislavery proponents tried to prevent
Kentucky from becoming a slave state, and once
the 1799 state constitution legalized slavery, they
attempted to repeal that part of it. This movement
was most closely identified with Rev. David Rice
and several other Baptist, Methodist, and Presby
terian preachers and churchmen.
Constitutional emancipation was the path that
Northern states chose for eliminating slavery. In
some New England states, the abolition of slavery
took place as outright bans. Vermont (1777), Mas
sachusetts (1780), and New Hampshire (1784) fol
lowed this course. Rhode Island, New York, Penn

sylvania, Connecticut, and eventually New Jersey,
codified gradualemancipation in their state consti
tutions. The major unresolved issues in the North
were the legal status of a slave who moved into a
Northern state or fled from a slave state into a free

state, and whether or not to grant full citizenship to
free people of color. As settlers from New England
and Pennsylvania flooded into Northern Kentucky,

residents to the area. Lots were sold by the Wood

In the 1970s, discussion of a merger between

they brought their experience in states that had en

side Land Syndicate with such enticements as rail
road passes.
Additional development in this area occurred
rapidly during the 1890s. The first church, St.
Henry Catholic Church, was built in 1890, and a
volunteer fire department was organized. On May

Erlanger and Elsmere resulted in a ballot initiative
to merge the neighboring cities. The measure was
soundly defeated in both cities. Following this de
cision, Elsmere undertook a major rebuilding of

acted constitutionalemancipation.
In Southern states, where slavery had become

11, 1896, the area that had become known as South

Erlanger was incorporated as the city of Elsmere.
The city was named by developer Lou Nolan for
a street in Norwood, Ohio; the name was said to

mean “by the lake." Less than a year later, on Janu
ary 25, 1897, the neighboring city of Erlanger was
also chartered. Elsmere's first government included
a town marshal and a jail, built in 1903 at the cor

ner of Garvey and Ash Aves. Elsmere built its first
school in 1899 on Central Row.

One aspect of the growth that occurred during
this period was the migration of black families to
the area. By 1900 at least 17 black families had set
tled in Elsmere, and they had established Dunbar

streets from 1971 to 1978 at a cost of $1 million. In

the 1980s, under the leadership of longtime mayor
Al Wermeling, Elsmere annexed land for indus
trial development and residential expansion, en
abling development of an identity separate from
that of Erlanger. Elsmere has benefited substan
tially from industrial development in the 1980s
and 1990s.

Building on its tradition of diversity, Elsmere
elected Billy Bradford, longtime councilman, as
mayor in 1998. Mayor Bradford was the first Afri
can American to hold such a position in Northern
Kentucky.
With its advantageous location, the excellent
transportation to other cities, the availability of in
dustrial land, a strong tax base, and the potential

embedded as an institution, and where slaves had

the status of private property, emancipation took
place through a legal process called manumis
sion: the individual slave owner could free slaves

from bondage through a will or through a decla
ration in a local court. The counties that were

formed in Kentucky during the state's early years
tended to enshrine the principle of private own
ership of slaves. Many Kentucky counties re
quired that, in the event of manumission, a slave
holder or the administrator of an estate post a
bond or provide sufficient financial resources, such
as land or money, to avoid making a freed black
a pauper dependent on the county. The Quakers,
some Presbyterians, and the Separate Baptists
were active in North Carolina, Tennessee, and

parts of Georgia in creating manumission societ
ies dedicated to promoting manumission; these
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groups also purchased families of slaves in order
to free them from bondage. As settlers from these
regions came into and through Kentucky, a small
number of such manumission societies were
established.

Some slaveholders in Kentucky believed slav

ery to be evil but also regarded their slaves as
prized private property. Generally, these slave
holders applauded the economicbenefits of eman
cipation accruing to white landowners but also
feared that emancipation might produce large
numbers of freedmen living in Kentucky. Gradual
emancipationists believed that slavery would be
eliminated over time as slave owners of their own

volition freed existing slaves through legal man
umission. One form of gradual emancipation,
publicized by James G. Birney and Cassius Clay,
emphasized that slavery impeded economic devel
opment in Kentucky. They contrasted the boom
ing economies of Ohio and Indiana with that of
Kentucky to prove their point. These arguments
were meant to persuade slave owners to emanci
pate their slaves. In any case, gradual emancipa
tionists tended to believe that slaveholders should

be compensated for the loss of their property if, at
some point, slaves were freed by action of the

Baptist Association; New Hope Baptist Church
from Woodford Co., with members from the orig
inal Clear Creek and Hillsboro Baptist churches;
and Bullskin Baptist Church from Shelby Co.
The Emancipation Baptists acted chiefly in the
traditional method of other Baptist associations,
with messengers, queries, reports, and periodic
meetings and preaching. They were not a political
party. However, these same Kentuckians were in
fluenced by the creation in 1814 of the Tennessee
Manumission Society, which had Charles Osborn

1823 Tennessee reported 25 manumission societ
ies, mostly in the eastern part of the state. In the
same year, North Carolina declared 50 societies
active at the national Emancipation Society Meet
ing at Philadelphia. Between 1823 and 1828, rep
resentatives from Baltimore, New England, and
Philadelphia met annually. The eastern Tennessee
groups usually sent delegates, but there is no evi
dence that Kentucky was represented at the na

and John Rankin as charter members, and the cre

slaves. However, in the entire period from 1799 to

ation of the American Emancipation Society. The
Kentucky antislavery people began to think about
political action to repeal the slavery clause in their
constitution and moral-ethical action by individ
ual slave owners to emancipate their slaves in their
wills.

known as Free Station, or Mountain Island. Su

san's brother James Herndon in 1853 executed a

denominations. Three of these were the Reverends

Alexander, Moses Edwards, and John Mahan; 21

ordained members also belonged to the Kentucky
Abolition Society. At its peak, however, the state
wide organization never claimed more than 200

Baptists.

The Baptized Licking-Locust Association,
Friends of Humanity, included Bracken, Gilgal,
and Licking-Locust Baptist churches from the
Bracken Baptist Association; Lawrence Creek Bap
tist Church from Mason Co.; Bethel and Mount

Sterling Baptist churches from the North District

1868, slaveholders in Bracken Co., for instance,

filed only 156 emancipation records in the court
house. Fourteen of them were filed by Arthur
Thome of Augusta in 1834—1836. In 1847, in Owen
Co., Ky., Susan Herndon Rogers freed the 10 slaves
of the Locust family and gave them 403 acres

In 1821 Carter Tarrant and David Barrow

Abolitionists, by contrast, advocated eliminat
ing the institution of slavery without compensa
tion to slave owners. In early Kentucky, both con
stitutional and gradual emancipationists used the
term abolition when advocating an end to slavery;
however by 1850 abolition referred only to imme
diate emancipation in the South.
Slavery and emancipation proved difficult top
ics for a number of Christian denominations. For

A number of slave owners manumitted their

formed the Kentucky Abolition Society. At that
time, Tarrant was living in Carrollton. The Ken
tucky Abolition Society included the Baptist
churches from the Emancipationist Baptists that
Tarrant had helped to form and a few preachers
and elders from the Methodist and Presbyterian

State.

the Baptists in 1803–1806, the issue came to a head
at Mount Sterling, Ky., in the person of David Bar
row, a minister in the Separate Baptist tradition
who served Goshen, Lulbegrud, and Mount Ster
ling churches. Through political pressure from the
Regular Baptists of the Elkhorn Baptist Associa
tion and their fledgling Bracken Baptist Associa
tion, David Barrow was expelled from the North
District Baptist Association in 1806 for advocating
the gradual emancipation of slaves and the even
tual abolition of slavery. Barrow not only preached
continuously against slavery, but he published
British Baptist Thomas Clarkson's Essay on Slav
ery and Commerce of the Human Species, a 1785
treatise that greatly influenced U.S. abolitionists.
Barrow himself wrote Involuntary, Unmerited,
Perpetual, Absolute, Hereditary Slavery Exam
ined on the Principles of Nature, Reason, Jus
tice, Policy, and Scripture, which was printed in
1808 by John Bradford at Lexington. That same
year, Barrow joined Carter Tarrant and founded
the Baptized Licking-Locust Association, Friends
of Humanity, also known as the Emancipation

tional level.

members.

The Maysville Abolition Society, led by Amos
Corwine Jr., was active during this period. A small
group was located at Shelbyville, and another at
Frankfort hosted the statewide organizing meeting.
Although there was clearly an antislavery group at
Louisville, led chiefly by Presbyterian and Unitar
ian ministers, there is no indication that they were
part of the Kentucky Abolition Society.
Lucien Rule cited Lyman Beecher, Gideon
Blackburn, John Dickey, Henry Little, Samuel

Shannon, and Parson John Todd as early influen
tialantislavery Presbyterian preachers in Northern
Kentucky and southern Indiana. The Scots Conv.
enanter, Seceder, and Associate Reformed Presby
terians led by John Anderson, Andrew Fulton, and
George Shannon settled on the Indiana side of the

bond for $21,000 in order to have his 22 slaves
manumitted. His manumitted slaves, the Carroll,

Smith, and Vinegar families, divided 125 acres at
Mountain Island. Yet, actions such as these hardly
made a dent in the huge numbers of slaves pouring
into Kentucky from the Carolinas, Maryland, and
Virginia. By 1827 the emancipation movement
had run out of steam as the leaders had died or

moved away, and the impact of moral persuasion
proved anemic.
Speaking into this intellectual vacuum, the
faculty of the Danville Presbyterian Seminary, led
by Rev. Dr. Robert J. Breckinridge, with the aid of
his brother William J. Breckinridge, an influential
Louisville minister, steered the antislavery move
ment toward a conservative approach that linked
gradual emancipation with the concept of coloni
zation, sending freed blacks to Africa. The Ameri
can Colonization Society, founded in 1810, was
developed chiefly as a method of ridding the na
tion of its free people of color and was not origi
nally conceived as a tactic to eliminate slavery from
the South. In fact, it was the opposite. The manu
mission movement, adopted by many Presbyteri
ans and Methodists in the early years of Kentucky
statehood, had been all too productive: hundreds
of free blacks now populated Southern cities and

Ohio River, north and west of Madison. These

Northern rural communities. To the slave owner, a

Scots congregations began early to provide aid to
fugitive slaves all along the Ohio River and up into

free black living in a community where there were
slaves caused an unnecessary tension, a temptation

central Indiana.

for slaves to become dissatisfied with their bond

John Finley Crowe, a student at Transylvania
University in Lexington, was asked to edit a flag
ship newspaper, the Abolition and Intelligence
Messenger, for the Kentucky Abolition Society.
Crowe began the publication in Lexington. He then
moved to Shelbyville, where for a few months he
published his paper advocating the repeal of Ken
tucky's slave laws. Crowe then proceeded to semi
nary and ordination, and in 1825 he began his first
churchassignmentat Vernon, Ind. He laterachieved
prominence as the first president of Hanover Col
lege at Madison, Ind., and as head of the Indiana
Old School Presbyterian Colonization Society.
The enthusiasm for emancipation of slaves
soon began to spread through the mid-South. In

age. The Nat Turner Rebellion of 1831 in Virginia
exacerbated fears of a slaveholding minority con
trolling the daily movements of millions of black
slaves. One result was the immediate imposition of
harsh laws against free people of color throughout
the South and the Ohio River Valley. Another re
sult was that the antislavery leaders of the Presby
terians, the Methodists, and many forms of Bap
tists vigorously adopted the tenets and the tactics
of the colonization movement. Sending free blacks
to Africa was considered the ultimate solution.

Colonizationists, with Kentucky statesman Henry
Clay as their leader and the federal government
and wealthy individuals backing the movement,
purchased large tracts of land on the coast of Af.
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rica, lined up ships to transport former slaves to
Liberia, and persuaded some slave owners to fol
low their precepts in educating slaves to Chris
tianize their new African homelands. By 1849,
however, it became evident that free people of
color did not want to go to Africa. Fewer than 650
former Kentucky slaves ever went to Liberia, and
some of them later returned. The colonization

emancipationists were faced with 250,000 Ken
tucky slaves who intended to stay in the United
States.

As the October 1849 Kentucky Constitutional
Convention approached, the antislavery forces in
the state made a determined assault on slavery. A
statewide emancipation convention was scheduled
for April 1849 in Frankfort. Leading up to this
meeting, the abolitionists in Kentucky, led by John
G. Fee from Lewis and Bracken counties, de

manded nonimportation of slaves and called upon
the Kentucky legislature to emancipate slaves and
grant them status as free citizens. The colonization
ists, led by Robert J. Breckinridge, William Breck
inridge, Henry Clay, and John R. Young, backed a
gradual-emancipation plan by which slave owners
would pay the transportation costs to send freed
slaves to Africa instead of paying county and state
taxes on their slave property. The April showdown
was a disaster. The abolitionist forces championed
by Fee and the colonization forces championed by
the Breckinridges could not find common ground,
and a weakened plank highlighting gradual eman
cipation with immediate colonization of freed
blacks was finally hammered out, to no one's satis
faction. Meanwhile the proslavery leaders John
Breckinridge and Robert Wycliffe and others were
courting delegates to the October convention and
labeling all antislavery people as radical abolition
ists. They reminded voters of the August 1848
Doyle armed slave revolt affecting Lexington and
Bracken Co. in Kentucky and other slave revolts in
the South. The scare tactics worked to perfection,
and the antislavery people were routed badly. State
wide, only in Campbell Co., with the election of Ira
Root, and in Knox and Harlan counties, with Silas

Woodson's election, were emancipationists suc

cessful in electing delegates to the constitutional
convention.

Emboldened by the political disarray amongan
tislavery parties, the Kentucky legislature moved
quickly to repeal the nonimportation-of-slaves
act of 1833, and the 1850 Kentucky constitution
squeezed the economic noose around free people of
color and constricted emancipation requirements,
demanding that any freed slave immediately leave
the state, thereby clearly delineating Kentucky's sta
tus as a slave state.

During the early 1840s at Lane Seminary in
Cincinnati, John G. Fee not only turned his back
on his father's slaveholdings and his Bracken Co.

neighbors approval of the peculiar institution; he
moved all the way to embrace the concept of the
immediate abolition of slavery. Fee spent the next
few years searching for a method to challenge slav
ery on Southern soil. At first he worked within the
New School Presbyterians, founding churches in
Lewis and Bracken counties; but the New School

Synod disciplined him for his virulent antislavery
activities. Fee had already moved toward an anti
caste, antislavery position, and he gradually moved
beyond any attachment to a denomination. In fact,
he influenced the Bracken and Lewis Co. churches

to become part of the Free Church movement.
Fee worked with Simeon S. Jocelyn, Amos
Phelps, Lewis Tappan, and George Whipple of the
American Missionary Association to develop a
colporteur system, bringing Northern antislavery
preachers and dedicated lay people to distribute
Bibles, antislavery literature, and anticaste congre.
gation development into the mid-South, particu
larly into Madison Co., Ky. Greatly influenced by
Eli Thayer and John C. Underwood's concepts of
northern emigrant communities in the upper
South, Fee decided in 1858 to create a modelegali
tarian community at Berea, Ky., on lands donated
by Cassius M. Clay. Fee recruited religious leaders
and educators but never had the economic mana

gerial expertise of the similar Ceredo community
formed in West Virginia. Both as an educator and
as a symbol, Fee stands alone in Kentucky's anti
slavery history.
Most historians acclaim Fee's courage at Berea,
where former slaves and white men could form a

community, and his workin educating men, women,
and children at Camp Nelson in Garrard Co. and at
Berea. But most historians also find Fee irrelevant to

the attitudes and actions taken by the overwhelm
ing numbers of Kentuckians during the 1860s. Fee,
the last emancipationist, neither persuaded slave
owners to give up their slaves nor persuaded yeo
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century; in addition, the region now has a museum
devoted to enameling.
Enameling is fusing glass on metal by firing.
Many commonly used metals can be utilized for
enameling; especially popular are aluminum, cop
per, gold, silver, and steel. Enamelinghas industrial
and functional applications in the manufacture of
appliances, electric parts, pots, and sinks, and it is
also used for artistic and craft purposes, as in jew
elry, painting, and large wall sculptures. There are
many types of artistic enameling, for instance,
champlevé, cloisonné, grisaille, impasto, and
plique-à-jour. Enameling has a long history, dating
as far back as the 13th century B.C. in Cyprus.
Throughout the 19th and first half of the 20th
centuries, Northern Kentucky's demand forenam
eled objects, such as appliances, chalices, and jew
elry, was met by imports. Some examples include
Msgr. Edward G. Klosterman's chalice at Mother
of God Catholic Church and religious items in
the collection of the Cathedral Basilica of the

Assumption, both in Covington. Regarding the
latter collection, Sr. Ernestine Ott, C.D.P., recol

lected, “I designed some of these religious objects
for Bishop Mulloy, but the objects had to be sent
abroad to be executed, including the enamel work.
Some items were sent to Maria Laach Abbey in
Germany."
The history ofenameling production in North
ern Kentucky began with Woodrow Carpenter,
who was born in Snyder, Ill., September 11, 1915.
His uncles raised him in West Union, Ill., because
his mother died when he was 11 months old and

men to embrace blacks as fellow citizens. Conse

his father was serving in World War I. Carpenter

quently, Kentucky moved into and through the

considered aviation as a career until the Illinois

Civil War as a slave state.

Clay Works Association offered him a scholarship
to the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana.
It was there that he decided to major in material
science and engineering. He graduated in 1938 and
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settled in Frankfort, Ind., where he conducted re
search in the manufacture of vitreous enamel and

founded the Woodrow W. Carpenter Company in
1950. The company produced art enamels and be
came a competitor of the Thomas C. Thompson
Company in Chicago. In 1954 Carpenter moved
his company to the basement of the Rookwood
Company's facility in Cincinnati. In 1958 he
founded the Ceramic Coating Company (CCC) at
1080 Waterworks Rd. in Newport.
Also in 1958, Woodrow met his future wife,

Irmgard Toberg, originally of Krefeld, Germany.
She had immigrated to Cincinnati with the help of
her uncle, who worked with ceramic pigments at
Shepherd Chemical in Norwood, Ohio. The couple
married on September 3, 1960, in Cincinnati. In
1960 Woodrow Carpenter decided to merge his art
enamel company in Cincinnati with CCC, he then
moved CCC to Wilder by 1962. One of CCC's early
customers was Tandy Leather, a division of Ameri
can Handicraft.

Turner, Wallace B. "Abolitionism in Kentucky," RKHS
69 (October 1971): 319–38.
Diane Perrine Coon

ENAMELING. Enameled objects have been pro
duced in Northern Kentucky since the mid-20th

The Ceramic Coating Company purchased its
largest competitor, the 100-year-old enameling
business of the Thomas C. Thompson Company of
Chicago, on January 30, 1981, and made it the ar
tistic enameling arm of CCC. The Thompson
Company traced its enameling roots back to an
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ancestor, William Marlow, who enameled watches

and clocks in Coventry, England, and immigrated
to Illinois in 1882, at the urging of the Elgin Watch
Company. The newly purchased division was
moved to Kentucky in 1982. Art enamelists from
all around the world order enamels from Thomp
son, because the company has streamlined the
processes for students and teachers to examine and
purchase enamels for artistic applications. Conse
quently, enameling has now become synonymous
with the name of Woodrow Carpenter, at first in
Northern Kentucky, then later in the United States,
and finally in other parts of the world. The spread
of Carpenter's reputation was assisted by the clos
ing of other enamel companies, such as Schauer in
Vienna, Austria. Since about 1985, Thompson
Enamel has been the only manufacturer of jewelry
enamel in the Western Hemisphere. It has become
the driving force sparking many enameling activi
ties in the Cincinnati-Northern Kentucky region,
including numerous workshops and classes at its
offices.

In 1982 the Ceramic Coating Company, in
conjunction with the Thompson Enamel division,
began publishing Glass on Metal, the enamelist's
newsletter. By volume 6, number 6, the newsletter
had grown into a 24-page magazine with color
photos. This publication, one of the first of its kind,
has made a monumental contribution to the edu

cation of enamelists. It has also played a significant
role in promoting the science involved in the
enameling process and in providing a forum for

the exchange of ideas and information related to
the process of enameling.
In 1986–1987, Thompson Enamel organized
the Enamelist Society, which has grown to a mem
bership of 900. "After a one-shot conference on
enameling in Seattle, I wanted to start a society,"
Carpenter stated. “I thought there might be an op
portunity to get people together on a regular basis."
The Enamelist Society began with a conference, an
invitational, a juried exhibition, and workshops in
August 1987 in Cincinnati. Of the 10 conferences
held thus far, the second and the third were in Cov

Ellis and Harold Bill Helwig, and Rick Sacksteder.
Bill Helwig is both a prolificartist and an extremely
knowledgeable scientist regarding the physics of
enameling.
On December 31, 1996, the Maehren family,
relatives of Woodrow Carpenter, assumed control
of the Thompson Enamel division of CCC, incor
porating it as Thompson Enamel Inc. on January 2,
1997. Manufacturing was moved to nearby Belle
vue, where the company has a current workforce
of 22 employees. Research and development is a
major focus. Thompson made a major advance
ment when it developed unleaded enamels, drop
ping its original line of enamels containing lead,
for the safety of both employees and artists. In ad
dition to art enamels, Thompson also sells many
accessory products used by enamellists, such as
furnaces, tools, and equipment. Highly valued for
their durability and longevity, Thompson's enam
els are used by manufacturers of badges, military
insignia, and pins, as well as by producers of auto
motive emblems for trucks, special edition cars,
and motorcycles such as Harley-Davidsons. For at
least 10 years, Thompson enamel was used in Pur
ple Heart medals.
In August 1991 Woodrow and Irmgard Car
penter established a small museum on their prop
erty along Winters Lane in Campbell Co. It exhib
ited enamels both historical, dating from as long
ago as the third century, and contemporary. In
2004 the Bellevue City Council approved plans for
the new W. W. Carpenter Enamel Foundation and
Museum, located next to the Thompson plant. On
Tuesday, September 19, 2006, the new museum
opened to an international crowd of between 300
and 400. Participants were able to view an exten
sive permanent collection from the original mu
seum, as well as a temporary exhibit of 98 enamels
created by artists from seven nations.

ENGLISH (ENGLISH STATION). English is
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Carrollton High School. By 1959 the school at En
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ington at the Quality Hotel and the Carnegie Arts
Center. Thompson Enamel, Glass on Metal, and
the Enamelist Society and its conferences now
serve an international population of artists. One of

Metal, December 1986, 81–87,96.
“Publisher's Column,” Glass on Metal, De
cember 2006, 99–101.

the most famous international enamelists, Valeri

Eisman, Howard. "A Brief History of Enameling."

Timofeev of Russia, briefly tookup residence in the
Northern Kentucky region as a result of these con
ferences. The Enamelist Society eventually sepa
rated from Thompson Enameling.
The Baker-Hunt Foundation in Covington
has sponsored additional enameling events in
Northern Kentucky since at least 1970, when Tri
cia Kramer Noe of Northern Kentucky began
teaching students there in the many techniques
and styles of enameling. Her classes at the founda
tion continue, and her enameling students exhibit
their artworks at Baker-Hunt shows and at Enam

elist Society biennial conferences. According to
Noe, some of the best enamellists in Northern

Kentucky are Woodrow and Irmgard Carpenter,

"Metals Suitable for Enameling," Glass on

www.archenamels.com (accessed December 27,
2006).

Friedenberg, Mary. "Made in Kentucky: Coating
Hearts, Steel Ceramic Products Cover Medals,

Pipes, Jewelry,” KP, May 26, 1992, 10K.

Helwig, Harold Bill. Interview by Rick Sacksteder,
June 23, 2005, Bellevue, Ky.
Noe, Tricia Kramer. Telephone interview by Rick
Sacksteder, December 21, 2006.

Ott, Mary Ernestine, C.D.P. Telephone interview by
Rick Sacksteder, December 31, 2006.

Stein, Jerry. “Carnegie Show Is a Rare Look at Enamel
Art," CP August 10, 1991, 1C.
Thompson Enamel. www.thompsonenamel.com (ac
cessed December 27, 2006).
Wartman, Scott. “Museum Focuses on Art's Tiny De
tails," CE, September 15, 2006, 1B.

Charles Cleves of Cleves and Lonnemann Jewelers

(Bellevue), Thompson artists-in-residence Tom

Richard M. Sacksteder

six miles southwest of Carrollton in Carroll Co.

The town was named for Capt. James Wharton En
glish, who owned most of the land there. Captain
English married Betsey DeMint, daughter of an
early settler, and they lived in a log cabin along
Mill Creek. The town of English grew somewhat
after the completion of the Louisville, Cincin
nati, and Lexington Railroad in 1867, connect
ing LaGrange with Newport. A tiny hamlet sur
rounding an early gristmill predated the railroad,
and one of the earliest businesses there was the

Green Brothers Country Store. The growth of En
glish Station was due to the rail tracks that came
through the center of the village. The station and
siding served as a shipping point for the Mill Creek
valley and large sections of the Kentucky River and
the Little Kentucky River in Carroll, Trimble, and
Henry counties.

Carroll Co.'s common schools were not orga
nized comprehensively until 1867. At that time,
English Station School was designated as District
15. Other early schools near English Station in
cluded Tomtown, District 17, on the West Fork of
Mill Creek; and Malin's Branch, District 23, on the
road to Cove Hill Union Church. These were one

room logbuildings, generally about 20 by 30 feet in
size. The rural schools were in session only during
the three winter months. In 1903 land for a new

graded schoolhouse in English was negotiated
with M. A. Green. A large brick school building
was built on that site and was used until 1943, when
the local Board of Education consolidated all

county pupils and transported them to the U.S. 42
school in Carrollton. The two-year high school at
English (see English High School) served the
community from 1915 until consolidation into
Carrollton High School in 1938. In that year
there were 225 pupils in the English School, 42 of
whom were high school students being sent to the
glish was down to 183 students, and plans were
being made to consolidate all county elementary
schools into the new facility east of Carrollton that
became the U.S. 42 Elementary School and later
the Cartmell Elementary School.
The Baptist Church at English dates back to
December 16, 1882, when delegates from several
Baptist Churches in Carroll Co. gathered to consti
tute a new congregation. The congregation of En
glish Baptist Church grew, and on September 29,
1907, a new house of worship was dedicated. The
frame building seated 350 and was heated by a
state-of-the-art furnace.

The Christian Church at English was founded
in 1890 as the successor to a much older log
church built on land donated in 1856 by T. C.
Chilton along East Mill Creek. The log church
gave way to a newer frame church that was known
as the Old Mill Creek Christian Church. The deci

sion to move the congregation to English was de
termined by whether more young people would
attend at English than at the Old Mill Creek loca
tion, since the only method of transportation was
horseback or walking. The Old Mill Creek Chris
tian Church's building was torn down and moved
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to Worthville and used in the newly organized
Christian Church there. The homemade benches
from the Old Mill Creek Christian Church were

also given to the Worthville Christian Church. The
Old Mill Creek Christian Church's congregation
split; some members went to Turners and some to
English. Lafayette Hartman and several other
members built the English Christian Church. The
last service in the old church, a homecoming, was
held on July 5, 1959; a large crowd turned out for
the gathering. The next morning, workmen began
tearing down the building. When the new brick
church building was completed, the first service
was held on Easter Sunday, April 17, 1960, with
Rev. Thomas Mefford serving as pastor. Two of the
chairs from the original 1890 church building re
main in use.

A disastrous fire wiped out most of the section
of English near the railroad tracks, and the build
ings were never replaced. The population has de
clined slowly, and in 1984 English had only 300
people.
Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,
2003.

Campbell, Justine Tandy. “History of the Carroll
County Schools," 1976, Carroll Co. Public Library,
Carrollton, Ky.

Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County.
Madison, Ind: Coleman, 1984.
Diane Perrine Coon

ENGLISH BAPTIST CHURCH. The English
Baptist Church, in Carroll Co. along Ky. Rt. 389, was
constituted December 16, 1882, with 40 members.

At this time they adopted a church covenant and
articles of faith, and the church's rules of decorum

were read and adopted. The naming of the church
was postponed. It is unknown where the first house
of worship was located, since the records of the En
glish Baptist Church up to 1904 were destroyed.
In 1900 the English Baptist Church and seven
other churches withdrew from the Concord Bap
tist Association to form the White's Run Baptist
Association. These eight churches were joined by
three churches from the Sulphur Fork Association
for the organizational meeting at the Carrollton
church. The English Baptist Church grew, and on
September 29, 1907, a new house of worship was
dedicated. The building was constructed of the
best wooden material and had a seating capacity of
350. Churches in the White's Run Baptist Associa
tion donated $166 to help with the expense of the
new building. Until at least 1915, the English Bap
tist Church held services only on the first Sunday
of the month. By 1920 the church was gathering for
worship twice a month, and on May 8, 1937, they
decided to have services each week. In 1938 the

into the new parsonage January 1989. A special re
lationship has existed between the English Baptist
Church and the Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville. By 2005 membership of
the church was 293, and 193 of the members lived

close enough to attend regularly.
English Baptist Church Minutes, English Baptist
Church, English, Ky.
Ken Massey
ENGLISH HIGH SCHOOL. Through a series

vate investment.

of consolidations in Carroll Co. at the beginning
of the 20th century, the one-room rural schools of
the Mill Creek valley were closed, and students
were transported into English. In 1903, when Mar
garet Schirmer was principal at the county's grade
school at English, land for a new schoolhouse was
acquired from M. A. Green. A large frame school
house was built on that site.

In 1915 the local school district began plan
ning a two-year high school. One room of the large
two-story schoolhouse at English was assigned to
the high school, and one full-time teacher was
hired. In 1927 the English High School became
part of the county school system in Carroll Co.
John S. Forsee was the lone high school teacher,
and 13 students attended the high school eight
month term that year. The next year J. L. Wilking
ton, a graduate of Kenyon College of Ohio with 25
years of teaching experience, was the teacher at the
high school, while there, he tendered a report de
tailing the rundown condition of its frame build
ing. It was also noted that the library contained
only 10 books when he arrived. During his tenure
at the high school at English, Wilkington added
150 books to the library, boosted the enrollment to
17 students, and expanded the school year to 155
days of instruction.
The townspeople raised $18,000 and erected a
new brick school building for the grade and high
school in 1929, and Woodford Davis, a graduate of
Georgetown College in Kentucky, became the first
teacher at the new high school. Davis soon had 19
students enrolled in the two-year high school.
While Davis was the teacher, $100 worth of musi

cal instruments were added to support the high
school's music curriculum. In 1930 W. G. Lusby
became principal at the high school, and Miss Lou
Tandy taught the students. The following year, Roy
McGee became principal, and he and Tandy built
the high school enrollment to its peak of 25 stu
dents in 1933.

The community of English struggled with in
sufficient school funding and small numbers of
students during the Great Depression. By 1938
English had closed its high school, and the school's
upper-level pupils were transferred to the city high
school at Carrollton.

church added classrooms for Sunday school. A
mobile home was purchased in 1970 to serve as the
parsonage. In 1979 the church built a fellowship
hall. The construction of a new parsonage was
started in 1988 by Kentucky Baptist Builders from
the First Baptist Church of Richmond. Church
members and people from other churches in the
association assisted. Rev. Thomas Campbell moved

ENTERPRISE ZONES. The Kentucky Enter.
prise Zone Authority (KEZA), under which Camp
bell Co. and the City of Covington were named
enterprise zones, was established in 1982 by the
Kentucky legislature under Kentucky Revised
Statute (KRS) 154.45-90. Modeled on a program
begun in England, the enterprise zone concept was
designed to renew economic vitality in econom
ically depressed areas by concentrating govern
mental efforts through the use of incentives, for a
dedicated period of time, that would attract pri

Bevarly, R. W. “History of Education in Carroll
County, master's thesis, Univ. of Kentucky, 1936.
Campbell, Justine Tandy. “History of the Carroll
County Schools,” 1976, Carroll Co. Public Library,
Carrollton, Ky.
Carrollton News-Democrat, September 8, 1938.
Diane Perrine Coon

Ideally, zone designation would stimulate in
vestment, thus creating jobs for "targeted" Ken
tucky residents who lived in the zone, who were
unemployed for 90 days before being hired by an
employer in the zone, or who had received public
assistance for 90 days before being hired. Those
businesses that were considered eligible to receive
the benefits of the enterprise zone had to have at
least 50 percent of their employees working in the
ZOne,

Through KEZA 10 enterprise zones were cre
ated, each with a 20-year life span. The areas of the
state receiving this designation (and dates) were
Louisville (1983), Hickman (1983), Ashland (1984),

Covington (1984), Owensboro (1985), Lexington
(1985), Knox Co.(1986), Campbell Co. (1986), Pad
ucah (1986), and Hopkinsville (1987).
Incentives for businesses associated with KEZA

included exemption from state sales or use taxes
for building materials utilized in remodeling, re
habilitation, or new construction of facilities lo

cated in the zone and for the purchasing or leasing
of equipment; exemption from motor vehicle us
age taxes for commercial vehicles purchased for
the business; and exemption from taxes on the first
$20,000 of the retail price of a noncommercial ve
hicle. Changes in the program instigated in the
1990s included granting businesses up to a $1,500
credit against local payroll taxes levied on “tar
geted" employees. Local governments were ex
pected to add their own tax incentives to the pro
gram, thus creating an attractive tax incentive
package to induce private investment.

The Kentucky Enterprise Zone Authority, un
der the state's Economic Development Cabinet,
administered the program. Businesses wanting to
take advantage of a zone's incentives were required
to apply through a local zone administrator desig
nated in each of the enterprise zones by local gov
ernment. To be eligible to receive the program in
centives, businesses had to meet specific thresholds
associated with whether the business was consid

ered “new” to the zone or "pre-existing," with dif
ferent hiring and capital investment requirements
associated with each. The Authority reviewed ap
plications in league with an appointed board that
then determined approval. Annual monitoring
was meant to ensure that designated businesses
stayed in compliance with zone requirements.
Northern Kentucky was approved to have two
enterprise zones: Covington and Campbell Co. In
Covington, approximately 90 businesses were par
ticipating in the enterprise zone program in its
20th year. Local incentives added to the KEZA
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program included an exemption for up to three
years from the city's business license fee, a 40 per
cent rebate for up to five years on new payroll taxes
collected by the city, a reduction of the Kenton Co.
property tax up to .01 percent of every $1,000 of
finished good inventory, and a five-year freeze on
city property taxes collected on buildings rehabili

tated by the business that were at least 25 years old.
Covington Enterprise Zone officials took the
lead in pushing for the payroll tax credit to be
added to the program. As originally designed, in
centives were oriented toward attracting busi
nesses that greatly benefited from property tax or
sales tax incentives but may have employed only a
few workers, such as warehouse operations. Forur
ban areas, with a dependency upon increasing
their payroll tax revenues, and with a limited avail
ability of industrial acreage, the goal was to attract
businesses that maximized the number of employ
ees introduced to the community.
Payroll tax rebates provided the necessary
stimulus to create opportunities for investments
by companies that hired large numbers of employ
ees. One such company was Fidelity Investments
(a financial services company), which initially cre
ated more than 500 jobs with over $18 million in
capital investment. Subsequent expansions of the
company in Covington brought employment up
over 2,500. Other companies that took advantage
of the zone included Packaging Unlimited (a con
tract packaging and corrugated sheet plant), which
was located on a vacant inner-city industrial prop
erty at the site of the former Ortner railroad freight
car manufacturing facility. Several companies
built new plants in the Pioneer Industrial Park, in
cluding White Castle (a food processor) and At
kins & Pearce (a manufacturer of braided hoses).

Covington's zone also attracted new housing, such
as Towne Properties Roebling Row development,
located in the city's riverfront area, which greatly
benefited from the construction-material savings.
The Campbell Co. zone was unusual in that it
originally covered a number of governmental units,
including the cities of Bellevue, Dayton, Highland
Heights, Newport, and Southgate, as well as county
acreage. The Campbell Co.zone is credited for help
ing 190 businesses since its inception, 70 of which
were still operating in 2006. Newport's riverfront
development was stimulated when Newport-on
the-Levee developers took advantage of the pro
gram to create a major regional retail and tourist at
traction that included the Newport Aquarium
(which also took advantage of zone benefits). Devel
opment in the Levee project helped to bring other
businesses to Newport, such as the world-famous
Hofbrauhaus Restaurant.

Manufacturing in Campbell Co. also benefited
from the program. Newport Steel, the last recipi
ent of an Urban Development Action Grant given
by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development when it became employee-owned in
the 1980s, won zone investment incentives. In the

late 1990s, Campbell Co. received authorization to
expand its zone south along the Ohio River to the
city of Silver Grove as an inducement for the loca
tion of LaFarge, the largest wallboard manufac

turer in the United States at the time of its develop
ment. Although no summary data exist for the 20
years of its program life, 2005 figures for the
Campbell Co. zone show $4 million in new invest
ment and the creation of 25 new jobs.
How well KEZA performed is an important
question. Despite lobbying by state legislators and
local government officials representing areas cov
ered by KEZA, the program was not extended be
yond its 20-year lifetime. Legislation submitted in
2003 and 2004 that would have extended the pro
gram failed to gain sufficient legislative support.
Criticism of the program appears to have been pri
marily based upon its limitations; other parts of
the state also were suffering from relatively high
unemployment and low private investment and
were not receiving the same level of state incen
tives. Essentially, KEZA covered only a small area
of the state. Interest in expanding state incentives
contributed to the impetus to replace KEZA with a
program having a wider orientation.
Another criticism of the program was that it
needed better oversight. For example, there are
no summary figures for the years before 1997 to
indicate how the enterprise zone program as
sisted in creating private investment or new jobs.
Further, local enterprise zone coordinators were
responsible for sending all paperwork to the state
in order for companies to receive incentives,
meaning that local pressure to assist development
could result in exaggerations in the reporting of
"targeted employee" hiring and other investment
information, including what constituted a “busi
ness" vehicle.

In 2005 the Kentucky Enterprise Initiative Act
(KEIA) was adopted by the Kentucky legislature as
a replacement for KEZA. This program offers
many of the same tax incentives; however, its em
phasis is on manufacturing, service, or technology
firms and tourismattraction projects. Under KEZA,
a more diverse set of private investments was sup
ported, including housing and small retail estab
lishments. KEIA also differs from KEZA in that

companies make application directly to the Ken
tucky Economic Development Finance Authority
and receive reimbursements for expenditures from
the Revenue Cabinet, not from local points-of
purchase. The new legislation gave preference (un
til January 2008) to companies locating in existing
enterprise zones (referred to as "preference zones"
under KEIA) that were willing to invest at least
$100,000, while investment outside of those zones

Although total business activity increased in the
zones, the authors found that half of them declined

in overall employment, a result that may be attrib
utable to a change in business concentration away
from manufacturing.
Several other studies indicated that, owing to
the variability found in measuring investment, job
creation, and retention, it is difficult to measure

how successful enterprise zones have been; as an
analysis of California's legislation to extend the
lifespan of its enterprise zones illustrated, much of
the investment in the zones likely would have
occurred in the state anyway. Perhaps the most
widely referenced study is that of Alan Peters and
Peter Fisher, who found that most enterprise in
centives are too small to greatly affect the invest
ment and location decisions of most firms, that

jobs in zones are often taken by nondisadvantaged
individuals living far from the zone, and that em
ployee tax rebates are usually not sufficient to sig
nificantly offset the cost of wages. Peters and Fisher
concluded that most investments in the zones

would have occurred in the state anyway, and
while the zone may make a modest contribution to
the local community, the incentive program be
comes costly at the state level.
In another HUD study, 10 sites were examined,
with findings indicating that the marketing associ
ated with an enterprise zone may have been more
important than the incentives offered in attracting
new business. Northern Kentucky officials spoke

of the zone as a "marketing angle" playing off of a
national trend. KEZA was one in an array of incen
tives that local governments took advantage of to
attract private investment. As one local official re
lated, a community that had zone incentives had a
better chance to attract investment.

Despite criticism of the enterprise zone pro
gram, local Kentucky communities saw the pro
gram as beneficial to attracting new investment
and stimulating existing firms to expand. KEIA

appears to acknowledge the desire to have such in
centive programs and to address some of the issues
raised by those in the state without access to the
program and those concerned about greater pro
grammatic oversight. In general KEIA appears to
take into consideration the findings of Peters and
Fisher and others as to the statewide costs associ

ated with earmarking incentives only to limited
areas of the state.

Adams, Brett. "Bill Would Replace State's Enterprise
Zone Program," Business First of Louisville,

was at least $500,000. Once the last of the enter

January 21, 2005.

prise zones expire, KEIA legislation "preference
zones" will no longer apply. KEIA was adopted un
der KRS 15420-200 through 15420-216.
While some analysis indicates that enterprise
zones make a meaningful contribution to private
investment, employment, and business growth,

Bruning, Phyllis. Telephone interview by J.T. Spence,
June 12, 2006.

Donovan, Kevin. Telephone interview by J.T. Spence,
June 20, 2006.

Geisler, Bonnie. Telephone interview by J. T. Spence,

other research indicates that the zones do little to

June 19, 2006.
Jones, Susan A., Allen Marshall, and Glenn Weisbrod.

create "new" investment. In a U.S. Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) study of eight enter
prise zones located throughout the United States,

“Business Impacts of Enterprise Zones, ACCN
4579, 1985, U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development, Washington, D.C.
Kinney, Courtney. "Covington Faces Zone's Demise,”

Susan A. Jones, Allen Marshall, and Glenn Weis

brod found that the zones provided a great diver
sity in economic focus, strategies, and incentives.

KP, November 11, 2004, 1K.

“Officials Make Pitch for Enterprise Zones," KP, Oc
tober 30, 2002, 1K.
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Peters, Alan, and Peter Fisher. State Enterprise Zone
Programs: Have They Worked? Kalamazoo,
Mich.: W. E. Upjohn Institute for Employment Re
search, 2002.

"State Designated Enterprise Zones. Ten Case Stud
ies, ACCN-4570, 1985, Office of the Assistant for

Community Planning and Development, U.S. De
partment of Housing and Urban Development,
Washington, D.C.
J. T. Spence
EP. A little settlement west of Hesler and near to

day's community of Greenup in Owen Co. was
known as Ep. This community no longer exists ex
cept on old maps, but residents of Greenup still
center their activities on the Baptist church located
where Ep was. Ep has the distinction of being
named after a woman, Penelope Wingate Sullivan,
who was born February 9, 1832. She was the 12th of
14 children of Cyrus Wingate and his wife Emily
Milly Spicer. Penelope married John Sullivan, and
they were the parents of two daughters as well as
rearing seven orphans. Because Penelope was a
hard-to-pronounce name, everyone called her Ep
for short. Along with her household work, Ep be
came well known for her knowledge of farming,
especially the crop of tobacco. People stated that
she had outstanding pioneer qualities for every
day living. When residents decided to name the
community, the name that was suggested more
than any other was Ep. A prominent resident of the
community was Lewis Henry Salin. Today, a
large number of descendants of Ep residents live
where the community used to be.
Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen

County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,
1976.

Doris Riley
EPISCOPALIANS. In this country, Episcopa
lians are members of the Episcopal Church of the
United States, which has approximately 2 million
members and is represented in Northern Kentucky
by five congregations. The church is part of the
worldwide Anglican Communion, with more than
80 million members, making it the second-largest
Christian denomination in the world. Episcopa
lians are also sometimes called Anglicans to de
note the spiritual traditions and bonds shared with
overseas Anglican churches. The American Epis
copal Church grew out of the Church of England,
which became part of the Protestant movement in
the 16th century when King Henry VIII broke
with the Roman Catholic Church over his desire to

origins to the 16th century when the Protestant
Church of England became the official church of
England. The prayer book has been revised sev
eral times since, but the current version, adopted
in 1979, retains some of the majestic cadences,
phrases, and prayers of the original prayer book.
Episcopalians believe in the doctrine of apos
tolic succession, which holds that all members of

the clergy-priests, deacons, and bishops—receive
their spiritual orders and authority by the “laying
on of hands," which continues an unbroken line of

succession that reaches back to the Apostles.
Organizationally, the Episcopal Church is di
vided into dioceses, which generally are drawn
within the geographic boundaries of a state. In Ken
tucky there are two Episcopal dioceses: the Dio
cese of Lexington, headquartered in Lexington
and consisting of the counties in the eastern part of
the state, and the Diocese of Kentucky, headquar
tered in Louisville, made up of the counties in the
remainder of the state. Dioceses of the Episcopal
Church are headed by bishops, selected by the
church members within the dioceses and ordained

by the presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church.
There are presently 110 Episcopal dioceses in the
United States.

Episcopalians meet every three years in the
General Convention, where matters of governance,
doctrine, and statements of the faith are debated
and enacted. The convention is divided into the

House of Bishops and the House of Deputies, com
posed of laity and clergy, which consider and re
port on matters to the convention as a whole.
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Fort
Thomas, Trinity Episcopal Church in Coving
ton, St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Newport,
Grace Episcopal Church in Florence, and the
Church of the Nativity in Maysville represent
the Episcopal Church in Northern Kentucky. The
St. John the Evangelist Anglican Catholic
Church in Dayton, Ky., which began as a mission
of St. Paul's in Newport, was a member of this
group until severing its ties with the Episcopal
Church in 1978. An additional church, the St. Ste

phen's Episcopal Church in the Latonia neighbor

hood of Covington, closed in 2005 after 95 years of
service.

Swinford, Francis Keller, and Rebecca Smith Lee.

Great Elm Tree: Heritage of the Episcopal Dio
cese of Lexington. Lexington, Ky., Faith House
Press, 1969.

John West

divorce his wife, Catherine of Aragon. In the en
suing centuries, the Church of England spread

ERLANGER. The city of Erlanger in Kenton Co.
was created in 1785 on 2,200 acres of land granted
by the Commonwealth of Virginia to John D. Wat

throughout the British Empire, including the orig

kins and Robert Johnson. The Watkins-Johnson

inal 13 American colonies.

property was located on the Dry Ridge, a natural
high point that runs from near the Ohio River into
Central Kentucky. Huge herds of buffalo seeking
saltlicks in the area instinctively traveled the high
est points to avoid climbing hills, and their use of
the Dry Ridge Trace created an ancient highway
that was used by the earliest travelers through the

The Book of Common Prayer is the prayer
book used in all Episcopal and Anglican churches.
Thus, worship services in an Episcopal church in
California will be identical in important aspects to
worship services in an Episcopal church in Ken
tucky, as well as in overseas Anglican churches.
Longregarded as one of the major works of English
literature, the Book of Common Prayer traces its

area. The Johnson-Watkins tract of land was di

vided by a buffalo trail that in 1793 served as the

basis of the Georgetown Rd., which ran from the
Ohio River to Georgetown and became the pri
mary route to Central Kentucky.
Settlement began shortly after 1800, when Bar
tlett Graves and John Stansifer moved their fami

lies to the area and established plantations. Wil
liam Thornton Timberlake, a major in the War of
1812, purchased Stansifer's property and in about
1826 built a home, which still stands in Erlanger
(see Timberlake House). The George M. Bedinger
and Thomas Buckner families joined these settlers
during the 1820s. William and George Longmoor
purchased property in the area in the 1830s, and
David Riggs obtained property on the western side
of later Erlanger.
These settlers saw increased traffic along the
Georgetown Rd. as the Cincinnati meatpacking
industry developed and as the stagecoach route
was established in 1818, offering a 34-hour trip be
tween Cincinnati and Lexington. In 1834 the
Commonwealth of Kentucky legislated improve
ments to the road by chartering the Covington
and Lexington Turnpike and providing for the
construction of the turnpike; stone, gravel, wood,
and other materials were used to build it. By 1839
the first 10 miles of the turnpike from Covington
were finished, including the section through what
became Erlanger. At a cost of $7,800 per mile, it
was the most expensive highway built in Kentucky
up to that time. Tollbooths, located every five
miles, charged a toll of 10 cents for a horse and
cart. When the road was finally finished in the
1850s, the travel time to Lexington was cut to 12
hours.

Settlers in the area were actively involved in de
velopment of the turnpike as well as other political
affairs. Timberlake and Graves were leaders in the

efforts to create Kenton Co. during the late 1830s.
The farmers in the area were primarily slavehold
ers, and they were increasingly plagued by the loss
of slaves who escaped across the nearby Ohio
River. Buckner and Timberlake formed an organi
zation to help prevent the escape of slaves, and
Timberlake even led an expedition to Michigan,
attempting, unsuccessfully, to recover escaped slaves
from the area (see Adam Crosswhite).

During the early 1850s, Caleb Stone Manley
purchased property in the growing community.
Manley used bricks made by slaves on his property
to build a mansion that fronted on the turnpike
(see Caleb Manley House). He introduced many
plants from the Deep South to adorn the property,
which has served as a showplace for more than 150
years and now provides the final resting place for
community residents as Forest Lawn Cemetery.
An agrarian economy continued to develop in
the area, which by the 1850s was known as Tim
berlake in recognition of Timberlake's leadership.
Many of the farms were large, were organized in
plantation fashion, had large homes typical of those
in the South, and were worked by slaves. Most of
the settlers came from southern states. There was

considerable sympathy with the South during the
Civil War, and sons of the area fought primarily
with the Confederate Army. In September 1862,
when the Confederate Army made its only foray
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1888 and became the Erlanger Methodist Church,
South, in 1889. The Erlanger Baptist Church
was built in 1890, also on a lot donated by the Er
langer Land Syndicate.
As this development was taking place, Dr.
Charles R. Slater collected $100 from residents to

pay the fee to tap into the telephone line to Flor
ence, Ky. The first telephone was installed in Slater's
office in 1890. The first financial institution in Er

langer, the Erlanger Perpetual Building and Loan
Association, was organized in 1890, and the first
full-service bank, the Erlanger Deposit Bank, was
established in 1892. Also in 1892, on the northwest

corner of Commonwealth Ave. and the Lexington
Turnpike, Robert J. Scott built a three-story build
ing that became the center of activity in Erlanger
and was known as the Town Hall.

Dixie Highway, Erlanger, showing the Erlanger Hardware store (right) and the Dempsey Motor Car
Company, ca. 1920.

into Northern Kentucky, its soldiers marched up
the turnpike through Timberlake before retreating
after a few days.
The end of the Civil Warinitiated an economic
revitalization for Cincinnati and Northern Ken

tucky. As the urban areas grew, traffic on the turn
pike increased in Timberlake. The need for a rail
road from Cincinnati into the South became

apparent, since the developing industries needed
better access to agricultural products. The State of
Ohio approved the building of a railroad by the
City of Cincinnati with Chattanooga, Tenn., as
the terminus,but interests from Louisville blocked

the plan until 1872, when the railroad was ap
proved by a one-vote margin in the Kentucky Sen
ate. In 1874 the City of Ludlow outbid Covington
and Newport for the railroad bridge from Cincin
nati. With the bridge located in Ludlow, the most
direct route to the South went through Timber
lake. To encourage selection of this route, property
owners contributed funds and gave property for
the railroad right-of-way. Building the railroad on
this route required a six-mile climb up the hills
surrounding Northern Kentucky. Steam engines
that powered the trains required large amounts of
water to climb the grade, and by the time the trains
reached the top at Timberlake, additional water
was needed. The location for a refilling station to
meet this need was selected at the intersection of

the railroad with the turnpike, where adepot could
also be constructed for the loading of passengers
and freight. This depot became the heart of the fu
ture city of Erlanger.
Laying of railroad track was begun in 1876,
and the depot was built in 1877, along with a large
reservoir, a wooden water tower, and stock pens, at

down the tracks on April 20, 1877, and reached
Lexington in two hours and 45 minutes. Passenger
service was inaugurated on July 23, 1877.
With the opening of the railroad, the residents
of Timberlake were much closer to the city. A trip
to Covington or Cincinnati that could take hours
on the turnpike was now possible in minutes on
the train. Within a few years, new businesses in
cluding a saloon, an icehouse, a store, a hotel, a
blacksmith, and a lumber company opened near
the depot. Additional residents arrived also, and the
need for a post office was felt by the early 1880s.
The U.S. government rejected the name Greenwood
because the name was so common. Proposed as an
alternative was the name Erlanger, in honor of
Baron Fréderick Emile d'Erlanger, whose banking
firm owned the majority of the company holding
the lease for the railroad. Erlanger was approved,
and the post office was established on May 20,
1882, in George Bedinger's store, with Bedinger as
the postmaster.
Developers soon recognized the value of the
property around the depot. In 1887 a syndicate led
by Cincinnati businessmen James P. Garvey and
Charles P. Judkins persuaded others to join them
in creating the Erlanger Land Syndicate, which
laid out the streets of Erlanger basically as they ex
ist today, constructing Commonwealth Ave. and
improving Erlanger Rd. and removing its toll. The
first sale of lots was conducted on June 18, 1887.

Special excursions brought train carloads of pro
spective buyers to town; attractive financing op
tions were offered, such as one-third down and $1

Additional development occurred rapidly dur
ing the 1890s. In May 1896 the area that had been
known as South Erlanger incorporated as the City
of Elsmere. Less than a year later, on January 25,
1897, the City of Erlanger was incorporated. For
the first 57 years, a board of trustees governed Er
langer. The city had its own court, presided over by
apolice judge, law enforcement was handled by the
town marshal. The first town officers of Erlanger
were Louis Morrelli, police judge; A. I. Wyss, town
marshal, and George C. Bloss, Isadore Hagan, Mat
thew Huerkamp, Henry Mussman, and Larry Nus
baum, trustees.

The first federal census that included Erlanger
as a city, conducted in 1900, reported that Erlanger
had 453 residents along with three grocery stores,
two liverystables, and a variety of other businesses.
Because the dirt roads became quagmires after
rains, the city began macadamizing, grading, curb
ing, and guttering the roads and also constructed
concretesidewalks. The first firefighting equipment
was obtained in 1904, and the volunteer fire depart
ment was established with Andy Scheben Sr. as
chief

Always an issue, transportation again became
a concern during the early 1900s. Just as the first
automobile rolled down the turnpike, the railroad
eliminated commuter service in 1907, greatly lim
iting options for Erlanger's residents. City leaders
unsuccessfully lobbied the Green Line to extend
service to Erlanger. As the city's population in
creased by 54 percent to 700 by 1910, only Kenton
Co. and neighboring Boone Co. continued charg
ing tolls on the turnpike. In 1913 Kenton Co. con
demned and purchased the turnpike so that tolls
could be discontinued. Beginning in 1915, the old
turnpike was covered by concrete; the process was
completed to the Boone Co. line in 1921. The
Dixie Highway was the result.
Entertainment in Erlanger during this period
was provided in several venues. The Erlanger Fair
grounds, located on 32 acres where the Lloyd Me
morial High School now stands, offered horse
and harness racing, fairs, circuses, and carnivals, as
well as other attractions. A large theater opened,

chosen for the depot, in honor of Miles Green
wood, president of the Board of Trustees of the

per week at 6 percent interest, along with free rail
transportation for one year. The first home was
completed in September 1887. The syndicate also
provided lots for a Catholic church where St.
Henry Catholic Church now stands and a Prot
estant church where the Erlanger United Meth

Cincinnati Southern Railroad. The lake soon

odist Church now stands. The Protestant church,

rant and various recreational activities at the man

became known as Silver Lake. The first train rolled

known as the Erlanger Union Church, was built in

sion built by Caleb Manley and the surrounding

a total cost of $3,879. The name Greenwood was

which used the icehouse located next door for air

conditioning Col. Thomas Cody operated a restau
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farm that is now Forest Lawn Cemetery. The Er
langer Woman's Club opened the Erlanger Elsmere
Library in 1914, in the Citizen's Bank Building on
Dixie Highway. The first radio came to Erlanger in
1917 and could be heard at Dahlenberg's Drug
Store, where residents could always find current
baseball scores written on the sidewalk in front of
the store.

With the completion of Dixie Highway and the
installation of a public water system, development
of the old farms around the city resulted in a build
ing boom in Erlanger during the 1920s. More than
400 homes were constructed in Erlanger and Els
mere in 1927 alone, and the population of both cit
ies doubled. There was so much growth that the
city had difficulty constructing and maintaining
the streets needed for development. To meet the
educational needs of the city, the Erlanger and
Elsmere school systems were consolidated (see
Erlanger-Elsmere Schools), and a new high
school was completed in 1929. Erlanger annexed
additional territory in 1927 and 1929, extending the
city's boundaries to the north and the west. Accord
ing to the 1930 census, the population was 1,853, an
increase of 260 percent in the previous 10 years.
Although the Great Depression resulted in
the failure of the city's bank, improvements in the
city continued, with the construction of a sewage
system and the construction of the railroad under
pass on Dixie Highway in 1936. The city's growth
during the 1930s continued, as the 1940 census re
ported a population increase of 30 percent. City
leaders adopted one of the first planning and zon
ing ordinances in Northern Kentucky in 1943,
heralding a period of expansion. From 1946 until
1962, the city adopted 10 annexations.
One of the major factors in this development
was the creation of the Greater Cincinnati/

Northern Kentucky International Airport.
Although the site was in Boone Co., Erlanger was
the nearest town and provided much of the sup
port for the construction and for transportation to
the airport. To manage the ever-increasing popu
lation and need for city services, the government of
Erlanger was changed in 1949 from the board-of
trustees system to a mayor-council system. Frank
Dehner was elected Erlanger's first mayor. John
Domaschko was employed to organize the city's
finances in 1950; O. K. Price was elected as Er

langer's second mayor in 1953; and Mayo Taylor
was chosen as the city's first coordinator in 1954.
Clyde Rouse succeeded Taylor in 1958, as Erlanger
moved up to third-class-city status and the city
council increased to 12 members.

The 1950s were a golden era for dining and
nightspots in Erlanger. All along Dixie Highway
were establishments that attracted local residents

along with famous out-of-towners who enjoyed
the Gourmet Strip.

The city's population in 1960 was 7,072, which
represented a 91 percent increase over 1950. This

was also the year when the city's first McDonald's
opened. In 1961 Erlanger joined the Northern
Kentucky Area Planning Commission and elected
a new mayor, Ray E. Price Jr. A new city building
was constructed in 1962, consolidating city offices

in one building. Another major improvement in
transportation occurred in 1962, when I-75 was
completed through Erlanger. The opening of I-275
in 1977 made the intersection of I-75 and I-275 in

the city the center of transportation in the area
once again.
Because of the rapid growth, the city govern
ment, recognizing the need for additional land for
development, annexed land to the east of the city
along Turkeyfoot Rd. This expansion was followed
by another major annexation on Turkeyfoot and
Narrows Rds. in 1972. The 1970 census counted

12,903 residents in Erlanger, an increase of 82 per
cent over the previous 10 years. The city acted to
preserve its history by purchasing the old railroad
property including the depot and Silver Lake. Sil

Ephraim E. Utz. A report of the executive board
stated that the membership had increased to 19 by
September 9, 1891. At the time, Erlanger and Els
mere had a combined population of 300.
On January 10, 1892, Oscar M. Huey was called
to serve as pastor. In July 1892 the first church bell
was purchased. In May 1900 the congregation de
cided to replace the coal oil lamps with gasoline
lamps and to installa hot air furnace. In June 1926
a Sunday school annex was built, and by 1948 the
Sunday school enrollment was 424. A new church
building was dedicated on March 1, 1953. The
church purchased a home in 1956 at 125 Erlanger
Rd. for use as a parsonage. In May 1962 the congre
gation dedicated a new three-story educational
building. In 1964 a kindergarten was opened, and

ver Lake was drained and the area converted to

Mrs. Pearl Silcox and Mrs. E. B. Yelton were hired

Silver Lake Park. The old depot was moved away

as teachers. The kindergarten continued until 1978.
In 1969 a radio ministry on Erlanger radio station
WHKK was initiated. During the 1970s, several
pieces of adjacent property were purchased, en
larging the complex to the size of a full city block
and providing space for the ever-increasing needs
of the growing church.
Dr. William E. Crosby Jr. became pastor in

from the railroad tracks to be used as a museum of

the city's history. It also serves as the centerpiece of
Railroad Park. During the 1970s, mayors Austin
Mann, James E. Ellis, and Orville Sorrell served

Erlanger. The first woman council member, Carol
Lainhart, was also elected.

Growth in the last quarter of the 20th century
was seen in the 12 percent population increase re
ported in the 1980 census and the additional 10
percent increase in the 1990 census, Fred Thomas
served as the city's mayor for 12 years and was suc
ceeded by Mark Otto in 1993. Since the land for
future residential expansion was located on the
east side of the city, infrastructure including a fire
station was built on Narrows Rd. The city success
fully recruited major firms to its industrial parks
on the west side of the city near the airport.
In 1997 Erlanger celebrated its centennial as a
city with a yearlong schedule of events, including
an ecumenical religious service and gala. In 2000
the U.S. Census Bureau reported that Erlanger had
a population of 16,676.
Childress, Henry F. “The History of Erlanger," KP

June 1983. “Brother Bill” served the church for 20

years and was also an active member of the Er
langer Rotary Club. In 1985 the church's choir,
under the direction of Dr. Philip Quinn, gave the
first performance of the “Living Christmas Tree,"
now an annual community holiday event. In Janu
ary 1989 a multipurpose building with new offices,
educational and fellowship halls, and recreational
space was built. The Life Center, completed in 1997,
included a day care center, a preschool, basketball
and racquetball courts, an indoor track, and an ex
ercise room with showers and lockers.

In June 2003 Crosby gave up his ministry, and
Dr. Daniel Francis was elected pastor. The current
membership of Erlanger Baptist Church is 1,500.
The church now conducts a deaf ministry, dual
Sunday schools, and a Saturday night worship ser

February 16, 1924, 5.
WICe.

Onkst, Wayne, ed. From Buffalo Trails to the Twenty
First Century: A Centennial History of Erlanger,

Bradshaw, Ortie E. Erlanger Baptist Church, 1890–

Kentucky. Erlanger, Ky: Erlanger Historical Soci
ety, 1996.

1990: “A Century of Ministry.” Erlanger, Ky.
Erlanger Baptist Church, 1990.

Records of the Cincinnati Southern Railroad, Cincin

Erlanger Baptist Church records, Erlanger Baptist
nati Historical Society, Cincinnati,

Wayne Onkst
ERLANGER BAPTIST CHURCH. The North

Bend Association of Baptists established the first
Erlanger Baptist Church in fall 1890 as a mission.
On October 17, 1889, the Erlanger Land Syndicate
had donated land along Commonwealth Ave, for
the church, and the Erlanger Baptist Church met
in an already-existing building there, which was
set amid modest homes. The building could hold
350 people, and it included a baptistery and a
dressing room. At the dedication of the new church,
Sunday, November 30, 1890, Rev. W. H. Felix, DD,
of Lexington, delivered the sermon. The charter
members, according to church records, were Mrs.
Robert Baker, Mr. and Mrs. Julius L. Bristow, Col.

and Mrs. Hubbard T. Buckner, Miss Sophia Buck
ner, Miss Sativa B. Childress, and Mr. and Mrs.

Church, Erlanger, Ky.
Kenton Co. Deed Book 64, p. 488.
Onkst, Wayne, ed. From Buffalo Trials to the Twenty
First Century: A Centennial History of Erlanger,

Kentucky. Erlanger, Ky. Erlanger Historical Soci
ety, 1996.
Patricia A. Hahn

ERLANGER-ELSMERE SCHOOLS. The first

school in Erlanger and Elsmere, which began dur
ing the late 1860s, was in an old cabin behind Dr.
John Stevenson's house. The teacher was a college
graduate and was paid by the citizens from the two
towns who sent their children to the school. When

the cabin could no longer be used, a drive was held
to raise funds for a new school building, which was
built in Elsmere opposite the Graves Pond in a lo
cust grove at the corner of Dixie Highway and Er
langer St. (the current location of Dusing Brothers

3.10
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Ice). The school was called the Locust Grove Acad

ment in the auditorium of the new high school in

emy. From 1871 to 1884, there were no schools in
Erlanger or Elsmere. Students probably attended
the nearby Florence or Turkeyfoot Rd. schools. For
several years afterward, members of the Erlanger
and Elsmere communities started many small pri

May 1929.

vate schools.

The Erlanger public school system began in a
one-room frame building at what is today 46 Er
langer Rd. A state charter for the school district
was obtained in 1888, and the school's first build

ing was erected in 1889. The district served all the
local children, including those from Elsmere and
some from the surrounding areas. Only enough
money was available to operate the school for five
months a year, but parents could pay fees to keep
the school open for an extra two to three months. It
was then referred to as a pay school.
Around 1891, the first school for African Amer
ican children in the area was built in North Er

langer along the Covington and Lexington
Turnpike, far from where the black population of
the two communities lived. Thomas Greene from

Virginia led a group of citizens who raised money
for this school. When the school burned, the same

group renewed their efforts and purchased a lot on
Spring St. that was located in the African Ameri
can section of South Erlanger.
In 1896 South Erlanger was incorporated as
Elsmere, and three years later, the city received its
own school charter. A brick school was built at

Central Row and Buckner Sts. (the present site of
Dorothy Howell Elementary School) in 1903. In
Erlanger, the Locust St. School was erected in 1907
and high school classes were started at that time.
The first high school graduates received their di
plomas in 1912.
During the late 1920s, it was decided to con
solidate the Erlanger and Elsmere schools. How
ever, Kentucky law at the time dictated that no new
independent school districts could be formed. A
group of citizens led by former U.S. congressman
A. B. Rouse and J. C. Mills, a member of the state

department of education, were able to get a rider
attached to a bill that was certain to pass in the
Kentucky legislature. The rider provided that a new
district could be formed if it represented a com
munity the size of the total population of Erlanger
and Elsmere (about 5,000). The Erlanger-Elsmere
Independent School System was then formed. The
African American school in Elsmere, which had

been operating independently, became part of the
new school district, but the schools remained

segregated.
Foeman A. Rudd, superintendent at the Lo
cust St. School, was named the first superinten
dent of the Erlanger-Elsmere Schools. Edgar Ar
nett, the Elsmere school's superintendent, was
named the principal of the high school. The new
school board decided that a new high school was
needed. About five acres of land near the Erlanger
fairgrounds were purchased, and bonds were sold
for the construction of the school, which was named

Lloyd Memorial High School after John Uri
Lloyd, a well-known local resident and author.
The first graduating class celebrated commence

Foeman Rudd left the school district in 1929,

and Edgar Arnett was named the second superin
tendent of the Erlanger-Elsmere Schools. In Sep
tember 1945, black students held a strike because

after the Erlanger-Elsmere Schools had announced
plans to build two schools, one for white and one
for black children, only the school for white chil
dren had been built. The school for black children

was finally built on Capital Ave. in Elsmere in 1948
and was named the Wilkins Heights School after
the Wilkins family, a prominent black family who
owned the land on which the school was built.
In 1955 Rosella French Porterfield, the head

teacher at the Wilkins Heights School, approached
Superintendent Arnett about integrating the
schools. She formulated a plan that would integrate
a few grades at a time. The school district began
implementing this plan in 1956, and the integra
tion proceeded so smoothly that the school district
was included in an article in the September 17,
1956, issue of Life magazine highlighting integra
tion efforts across the country.
In late 1956 a new high school building was
completed on the site of the old Erlanger Fair
grounds. The old high school building was con
verted to an elementary school and renamed Er
langer Elementary School. An addition was added
to this elementary school in 1957, nearly doubling
the classroom space for the growing population.
In 1965 Edgar Arnett retired after a long, suc
cessful career in the Erlanger-Elsmere Schools. His
visionary leadership had helped form the new
school district. James I. Tichenor, the high school
principal, was named as his successor. In the late
1960s, the high school again became too small to

set Elementary School and A.J. Lindeman Elemen
tary School, in 1971. A. J. Lindeman was alongtime
board member and supporter of education. A new
cafeteria and a band room were added to Lloyd
Memorial High School in 1971, and metal and
wood shops, science laboratories, and a lecture
room were added in 1973. Sunset Elementary
School was renamed the John W. Miles Elemen

tary School in 1975.
In 1979 the William J. Scheben Gymnasium
was erected between the Tichenor Middle School

and Lloyd Memorial High School. Scheben played
basketball and football at Lloyd Memorial High
School and was a great supporter of his alma
mater.

John W. Miles resigned as superintendent in
October 1982 and was succeeded by assistant su
perintendent Harold Ensor, who continued in the
position until 1994. Because the school district was
in a financial deficit, Ensor immediately had to
draft a plan for the state detailing how the district
would solve its money difficulties. During his ten
ure, sports facilities were upgraded, a maintenance
building was completed, and computer labs were
added at all schools in the Erlanger-Elsmere dis
trict. The schools continued their academic success

and the district was once again operating in the
black. James E. Molley was chosen to succeed En
sor as superintendent.
The Fred Dietz Jr. Auditorium, which seats 500

Seventh- and eighth-grade students were sent to the

and is located inside the Scheben Gymnasium fa
cility, was dedicated in 1996. It was named for
board member Fred Dietz, at the time one of only
two schoolboard members in Kentucky with more
than 25 years of continuous service. In 1999 a new
wing was added to Tichenor Middle School. The
old section of the building (the originalhigh school
building) was then renamed Ensor Educational
Annex. Theannex houses a meeting room, a teacher

old Locust St. School until an addition could be

resource center, and offices.

added to Lloyd Memorial High School. The new

James Molley retired in 2002 and was replaced
by Michael D. Sander, who became the seventh su
perintendent of the Erlanger-Elsmere Schools. The
gymnasium at Tichenor Middle School was re
named the James E. Molley Gymnasium. Today,
the Erlanger-Elsmere Schools rank among the top
schools in Kentucky. The district has been awarded

accommodate the number of students enrolled.

expansion featured classrooms and a modern li

brary, allowing the Locust St. School to be closed
permanently. Growth in the district also created
the need for a new elementary school, and Arnett
Elementary (named after Edgar Arnett) opened in
1967. The school was already too small when it
opened, however, and some students who were to
attend the new school were sent to the Erlanger El
ementary School instead.
In 1971 Superintendent James I. Tichenor re
tired after a long career in the Erlanger-Elsmere
Schools. The school board changed the name of the
Erlanger Elementary School to James I. Tichenor
Elementary (later Middle) School. They also voted
to change the name of Elsmere Elementary School
to Dorothy Howell Elementary School to honor
Dorothy Howell, who had been a teacher and the
principal at that school for more than 30 years.
John W. Miles was named as Tichenor's successor.

Miles, a Lloyd Memorial High School alumnus,
had been principal of Erlanger Elementary School.
He was the youngest school superintendent in
Kentucky at the time.
Therapid growth ofthe school district prompted
the building of two new elementary schools, Sun

the What Parents Want distinction. Newsweek

magazine named Lloyd Memorial High School
one of the nation's most innovative high schools in
May 2006.
Archives ofthe Erlanger-Elsmere Independent Schools,
Erlanger, Ky.
“Merger Is Urged: Consolidation of High Schools Is
Suggested,” KP February 11, 1928, 1.
Onkst, Wayne, ed. From Buffalo Trails to the Twenty
First Century: A Centennial History of Erlanger,
Kentucky Erlanger, Ky: Erlanger Historical Soci
ety, 1996.
Deborah Onkst

ERLANGER
UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH. The United Methodist Church is Er

langer's oldest church. The Erlanger Land Syndicate
donated lots for a church to be called the Erlanger
Union Church and to be shared by all Protestant
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denominations. It was located on the present site of
the Erlanger United Methodist Church on Com
monwealth Ave. By common consent the church
became Erlanger Methodist Church South in 1889.
Several Erlanger community services got their
start in the Methodist Church. The original Er
langer Library was begun in the Erlanger Deposit
Bank in 1914, but shortly afterward it moved to the
Methodist Church and remained there until 1928.

The Erlanger Elsmere United Ministries was lo
cated in a one-room office on the first floor of the

Erlanger United Methodist Church in 1981 (see
United Ministries of Northern Kentucky).

Methodist minister Merriman of Petersburg,
Ky., came to Erlanger to hold services in 1894–1895.
He had a pony and a light two-wheeled cart that he
drove to Erlanger on Saturday evening; he spent
the night at R. J. Cody's residence, then preached
on Sunday morning. In 1897 the average atten
dance at the church was 47.

Just before daylight on January 4, 1948, a fire
destroyed the Methodist Church building. The
building was so damaged that it had to be demol
ished. However, the original pump organ, the pul
pit, the pulpit Bible, and the altar were saved. A
picture of Christ at Gethsemane painted by Mrs.
Hayes Ketchum was destroyed, but Mrs. Ketchum
repainted the picture, and it hangs in the sanctuary
today. On December 18, 1955, the new building
was dedicated.

On January 21, 1958, a house and lot on the
corner of Commonwealth and Home Sts. were

purchased, and the house was used for Sunday
school. Property at 22 Graves Ave. was purchased
on June 3, 1963, for a parsonage. In 1967 the prop
erty at 25 Commonwealth was acquired for addi
tional Sunday schoolspace, and additional property
on Commonwealth and Home Sts. was purchased
during the 1970s. Because this land was to be used
for parking, the structures at 21 and 25 Common
wealth Ave. and 3509 and 3511 Home St. were torn

down. The church now owned all the property
along Home St. between Graves Ave. and Com
monwealth Ave. except for one plot, so in 1981 the
church bought the remaining parcel of land, 3513
Home St. In 1988 a large centennial celebration
was held. Membership of the Erlanger United
Methodist Church in 2005 was 397.

“Erlanger United Methodist Names Pastor," KP June
20, 1992, 11K.

Reis, Jim. "Fire Raged in 47–48, KP April 28, 1997,4K.
“Woman, 91, Leads Campaign to Rebuild Church,”
KTS, April 5, 1955,2A.
Patricia A. Hahn

ERNST, JAMES C. (b. 1855, Covington, Ky; d.
September 20, 1917, Ashville, N.C.). Transporta
tion executive James C. Ernst was one of five chil

held that position until he was named the local
general passenger agent of the Kentucky Central
Railroad. He returned to banking thereafter as
president of the German National Bank of Cov
ington, a post he held for some 21 years.

streetcars for one minute in memory of their long
time president. James Ernst was buried at High
land Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.
“Ernst Dies in South, Funeral to Be Saturday," KP,

September 21, 1917, 1.

Ernst also continued his interest in baseball

Lehmann, Terry W., and Earl W. Clark. The Green

and played for a number of local semiprofessional
teams. In 1876 he formed a semiprofessional team,
the Covington Stars, and eventually raised enough
capital to purchase a parcel of property at Madison
Ave. and Seventh St. in downtown Covington and
erect a modest baseball park on the site.
In 1896 a group of local investors, which in
cluded his brother Richard P. Ernst, purchased
the Cincinnati, Newport, and Covington Railway
Company (CN&C, the Green Line) and its wholly
owned subsidiary, the Rosedale Electric Company.
The new owners installed James Ernst as president
of both companies on January 11, 1897. Over the
next five years, Ernst promoted the sale of excess
electricity generated by the CN&C's Newport
powerhouse on Lowell St. to local business and
residential customers in Newport and Covington.
He also introduced natural gas for use as a heating
fuel. So successful was Ernst in promoting these
enterprises that, by the turn of the century, a new
subsidiary of the CN&C Railway Company was
formed, the Union Light, Heat, and Power Com
pany (ULH&P), and Ernst became its president.
During the late 1890s, Ernst also oversaw expan
sion of the CN&C's electric streetcar line along
Covington's 12th St. to Park Hills and out Holman
Ave. to what was then the independent city of Cen
tral Covington.
In 1902 the CN&C and the ULH&P were sold

to the Northern American Company, a large mid
western transit and energy company based in Mil
waukee, Wis. Ernst was asked by the North Ameri
can Company to remain as the chief executive of
both local companies, a testament to his successful
management of these companies under the former
owners. In 1907 the North American Company
sold both the CN&C Railway Co. and its subsid
iary, the Union Light, Heat, and Power Company,
to the Columbia Gas and Electric Company, an
other energy-producing conglomerate. The Co
lumbia Gas and Electric Company's board of di
rectors also asked Ernst to remain in charge of
both of the companies they had purchased. During
the period from 1907 to 1914, ULH&P became the
dominant supplier of natural gas and electricity in
Kenton, Campbell, and Boone counties and be
came more profitable than the Columbia Gas and
Electric Company's multiple gas and electric hold
ings in New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West
Virginia. Also, Ernst presided over the last expan
sions of the Green Line Company's electric street

dren of William and Sarah Butler Ernst. An out

car line to southern Bellevue in 1904 and to South
Fort Mitchell in 1910.

standing student and athlete, Ernst graduated from
Princeton University in Princeton, N.J., in 1873.
He was named the best baseball player in the Ivy
League and turned down a number of offers from
professional baseball teams; instead, he returned
to Covington. He accepted a position as head ca
shier with the Northern Bank of Kentucky and

tober 1914. Subsequently, he and his wife, the for
mer Jennie Stites Early, moved to Asheville, N.C.
There, on September 20, 1917, Ernst died of a
chronic heart and respiratory disease. During the
funeral services held in Covington, all the Green
Line Company motormen stopped their electric

Line. Chicago: Central Electric Railfans' Associa
tion, 2000.

Terry W. Lehmann
ERNST, RICHARD P., HOME. See Richard
P. Ernst Home.

ERNST, RICHARD PRETLow (b. February
28, 1858, Covington, Ky.; d. April 13, 1934, Balti
more, Md.). Lawyer and politician Richard Pretlow
Ernst was a son of William Ernst and Sarah But

ler Ernst. His early education was in Covington
public schools, and he attended the Chickering
Academy in Cincinnati. Ernst graduated from
Centre College at Danville, Ky., in 1878 and re
ceived his JD degree from the University of Cin
cinnati in 1880. He married Susan Brent on Sep
tember 28, 1886, and they had two children,
William Ernst and Sarah Ernst Darnell. The family
lived at 405 Garrard St., in Covington (see Rich
ard P. Ernst Home). Richard Ernst practiced cor
porate law in both Cincinnati and Covington. He
entered politics in 1920 and was elected to the U.S.
Senate, where he served until 1927. When he ran

for reelection, he was defeated by future U.S. vice
president Alben W. Barkley. After the defeat, Ernst
returned to his legal practice in Covington. There
he served on the Covington City Council, was
president of the Liberty National Bank, and served
as a trustee of the University of Kentucky, Centre
College, and Western College for Women. He was
also an active member of the First Presbyterian
Church of Covington (see Community of Faith
Presbyterian Church). Ernst was a strong sup
porter of the YMCA and personally donated large
sums to the organization while he was living; he
also bequeathed a considerable amount to the
YMCA. Ernst died at John Hopkins Hospital in
Baltimore at age 76 and was buried in the High
land Cemetery in Fort Mitchell, Ky.
Bodley, Temple. History of Kentucky: The Blue Grass
State. Vol. 4. Chicago: S.J. Clarke, 1928.
“Death Closes Long Career of Senator Richard P.
Ernst," KP, April 13, 1934, 1.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Lewin, H., ed. The Lawyers and Lawmakers of Ken

tucky. Chicago: Lewis, 1897.
“R.P. Ernst Is Eulogized in Services," KP, May 14,
1934, 1.

St. Mary, Franklin J., and James W. Brown, comps.
Covington Centennial: Official Book and Pro
gram. Covington, Ky. Semple and Schram, 1914.

Poor health forced Ernst into retirement in Oc

ERNST, WILLIAM (b. December 9, 1813, Bucks

Co., Pa.; d. October 9, 1895, Covington, Ky.) Banker
and politician William Ernst was born on a farm
in Bucks Co., Pa. His parents were John C. and
Amelia Steinman Ernst. At age 16 William took a
job as a clerk at a store in Pottsville, Pa. In 1833 he
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moved to Lexington, Ky., where he was again em
ployed as a clerk. In 1836 he took a position as a
teller at the Lexington branch of the Northern
Bank of Kentucky. Two years later he was trans
ferred to the Covington branch of the bank. In
1839 he married Lydia A. Bush, who was an officer
of the bank in Lexington. The couple had one
daughter before Lydia Ernst died in 1841. Two
years later, Ernst married a second time, to Sarah
A. Butler, and they had nine children.
William Ernst worked as a teller until 1849,

when he was made a junior officer of the bank. In
1867 he was promoted to president of the Coving
ton branch of the Northern Bank of Kentucky.
When he retired in 1888, his son John P. Ernst re

placed him as the bank's president. At various
times during his career, William also served as
president of the Covington City Council, president
of the Covington and Lexington Turnpike
Company, and treasurer of the Kentucky Cen
tral Railroad. He was a founder of the First Pres

byterian Church of Covington (see Community
of Faith Presbyterian), where he served as an el
der for more than 50 years. One of his sons was
Richard Pretlow Ernst, who became a distin

guished Covington lawyer and a U.S. senator; an
other son, James C. Ernst, besides being a well
known local baseball enthusiast, became president
locally of both the Green Line Company and the
Union Light, Heat, and Power Company. Wil
liam Ernst died at age 81 at his Garrard St. home in
Covington and was buried in the Highland Cem
etery in Fort Mitchell.
"Death Notice Peacefully." KP, October 10, 1895,8.
“Passing of Pioneer," KP, October 10, 1895,4.
Rootsweb. “William Ernst." www.rootsweb.com (ac

cessed December 31, 2005).
“Spirit of Past Invoked by Covingtonian, KP, August
24, 1914, 2.

and friends at the bank were indicted in federal

court in Cincinnati, after a 13-month investigation
by the FBI and federal prosecutors.
In the end, after guilty pleas had been made,
U.S. District Court judge S. Arthur Spiegel sen
tenced A. William "Bill" Erpenbeck, age 43, to 30
years in a federal facility at Coleman, Fla., for being
the leader of the bank fraud scandal. He could be

released in 2030; in 2006 an appeal to reduce his
sentence time was unsuccessful. Bill's father, Tony
Erpenbeck, age 70, was convicted of attempting to
obstruct justice—conspiring with Bill to get Bill's
sister, Lori Erpenbeck, to take the blame for the
fraud scandal. It was also revealed that Tony Er
penbeck had attempted to hire a hit man to kill his
daughter after she refused to help in the cover-up
and had agreed to turn "state's evidence" for a re
duced sentence. Tony Erpenbeck received a sen
tence of 10 years and 10 months, to be served at the
Lexington Federal Medical Center. He is due for
release in March 2009 and is appealing the sen
tence. Lori Erpenbeck, age 41, received a sentence
of 1 year and 1 day at a Nashville, Tenn., federal
lockup; she was released on June 15, 2005. Michelle
Marksberry, age 35, the company's closing agent,
received 2 years at Lexington for participating in
the scandal. Her release date was April 28, 2006.
Two bankers were also given federal sentences.
John Finnan, founder of the Peoples Bank of Ken
tucky, received 5 years and 3 months, for hiding $4
million in overdrafts, withholding information
about the Erpenbeck Company's financial condi
tion, and overstating the prices the bank paid for
some 25 homes purchased from Bill Erpenbeck.
These activities were designed to keep the Erpen
beck Company afloat. Finnan's associate at the
Peoples Bank of Kentucky, Marc Menne, received
4 years and 6 months for his part.
Local attorney Brandon Voelker represented
some 211 homeowners who had been harmed in

ERPENBECK SCANDAL. Nearly 300 home
purchasers in Northern Kentucky were victimized

in this scheme. In 1924Anthony Erpenbeckstarted
the Erpenbeck Construction Company, and over
the years many Erpenbeck family members worked
for this respected home-building business in North
ern Kentucky. In 1993 grandson Bill Erpenbeck
incorporated his own enterprise, the Erpenbeck
Company, as a separate entity to build homes; the
original Erpenbeck Construction Company was
no longer doing home construction.
In 2000 Bill Erpenbeck's construction com
pany, based in Edgewood, had sales of $100 million
and 75 employees. The company was known to
take its employees on all-expense-paid Caribbean
cruises and to offer other extraordinary benefits.

the scandal, although almost 300 were affected in
one way or another. Bill Erpenbeck lost his luxuri
ous 19-room home in Crestview Hills, Ky. The
Peoples Bank of Kentucky no longer exists. Liens
on the homes were removed, and Erpenbeck
homebuyers were made whole. A result of the Er
penbeck scandal was that in February 2003 Ken
tucky House Bill 251 was passed: proposed by local
representative Jon Draud, it offered protection to
home buyers and subcontractors by requiring that
developers or builders show evidence that all debts
have been paid at closing. The legislation died in
the Kentucky Senate after passing in the Kentucky
House.

Arvin, a farmer from Christian Co., at the Grace

United Methodist Church in Newport, and she
moved with her husband to Pembroke in that

southern Kentucky county. She and her husband
had no children of their own, but they reared a fos
ter son, James Moss. Her husband died in June

1982. Margaret lives in an assisted-living retire
ment facility in Hopkinsville, and across the hall
resides her sister Carolyn, also somewhat of a poet.
Campbell Co. Marriage Licenses, book 184, 1945, p.
846.

Christian Co. Genealogical Society. Christian
County, Kentucky. Paducah, Ky:Turner, 1986.
"League Union—to Hear Discussion," KE, January 7,
1933, 1.

Noe, J. T.C., ed. A Brief Anthology of Kentucky Po
etry. Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky Extension De
partment, 1936.

ETHRIDGE. The Gallatin Co. community of
Ethridge, located on the Ohio River west of Craig's
Creek and east of Stephen's Creek, began in the
early 19th century as North's Landing. Then the
relatively narrow valley and surrounding landsbe
came known as as Krutz's Landing, after Edward
Krutz of Pennsylvania, who built a general store
there. When a post office was established in town
in 1886, it was named for Thomas B. Ethridge, the
first postmaster. He was a merchant and stonema
son who came to the community from Ohio
around 1860. The town's name was then changed
to Ethridge. The second postmaster at Ethridge
was Augustus Bladen, and there were two other
postmasters who served there before the town's
post office closed on May 31, 1911. Most of the
score of houses, the few businesses, a one-room

school, a church, and a Masonic Home in Ethridge
were located on the river side of the road that ran

Driehaus, Bob. "Erpenbeck Sentence Appealed: Tony
Awaiting Trip to Permanent Jail," KP, July 15, 2004,

When the facts came out, it was learned that the
2K.

Erpenbeck Company had developed a cozy rela
tionship with the local Peoples Bank of Kentucky.
Checks that were tendered at Erpenbeck home
closings made out to other parties involved in the
transactions, which often took place at the bank
itself, were deposited not into the proper account
but into the Erpenbeck Company's account. Effec
tively, some $34 million was siphoned off into Er
penbeck coffers. Bill Erpenbeck and employees

ter of George McCormick and Viva Jefferson Estes,
was born in southern Kentucky, but by 1920 she
was living with her family in Clifton (today South
Newport). The family eventually moved to the east
side of Newport along Monroe St. In 1926 Estes
was residing at home and working as a stenogra
pher. She attended the University of Kentucky,
where she became a member of Phi Beta Kappa,
graduating in 1938. Afterward she was an elemen
tary teacher in the Newport school system. Her
poems are often religious in tone, such as those ti
tled “The Last Supper" and “Call to Worship,” or
they have themes drawn from nature, including
birds and plants. Estes was raised as a Methodist
and was the chairman of the local Methodist Ep
worth League in 1933. In September 1945, while
living in Covington, she married Jennings Bryan

– “Erpenbecks to Plead Guilty," KP, March 25,
2004, 1}{.

— “Tearful Erpenbeck Sentenced Thirty Years,”
KP, April 2, 2004, IK.

“House Vote on Draud's Erpenbeck Bill. 93-2,” KP
February 22, 2003,7K.
ESTES, MARGARET (b. January 1908, Burn
side, Ky). Newport poet Margaret Estes, the daugh

between Warsaw and Ghent along the Ohio River.
Across the road, the land quickly rises to a steep
hillside, through which one narrow, winding road
runs up to Gridley Hill.
The community was narrowed even more in
size when the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers built
Markland Dam at the mouth of Stephens Creek
to improve Ohio River navigation. When the dam
was opened for operation, the Ohio River's pool
stage above the dam went from 420 to 455 feet,
flooding all of the bottomland of Ethridge and
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creating Craig's Creek Lake on the community's
eastern border. The graves in the local cemetery
were relocated to the Warsaw Cemetery, and sev
eral newcomers to Ethridge built riverside homes
to enjoy the recreation provided on the deeper,

etery now surrounded by astonefence andguarded
by four cannons. The cannons were placed there in
1883, through the efforts of the Nelson Grand
Army of the Republic (GAR) Post and of local con
gressman John G. Carlisle.

widened river. The Pink House Restaurant, over

In 1894 a streetcar line known as Route 15 was
established, with its terminus at Electric Ave. and

looking the dam at Ethridge, was a local landmark
for several years. It closed as the river's erosion was
causing homes and outbuildings to be perched
even closer to the river's edge. US 42 is also subject
to the effects of this erosion, since it runs 1.7 miles,

the length of Ethridge, from the Craig's Creek
Bridge to the bridge over Markland Dam. The
community of Ethridge is now totally residential.
Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,
2003.

Retreat St., and visits to Evergreen Cemetery be:
came possible for all. Because there were no public
parks for citizens to stroll and socialize in on holi
days and Sundays, the cemetery became the place
to visit, to take a walk in a rural setting, and to
ponder the mortality of humans. Families began to
have large memorial stones erected at their family
members grave sites, to affirm the family's wealth
and prestige within the community. The use of
the cemetery as a public park faded away after the
streetcar line was discontinued in 1936. Even

Gray, Gypsy M. History of Gallatin County, Ken
tucky. Covington, Ky:Self-published, 1968.
Jacquelene P. Mylor
EVERGREEN CEMETERY. The Evergreen
Cemetery, founded as the Newport Cemetery in
1847, was one of many cemeteries in the United
States established in the years following 1831. Ear
lier burials in the United States took place in
church or family cemeteries, or people's remains
were interred in a convenient plot with little or no
thought of visiting the grave site. In 1831 Mount
Auburn Cemetery opened at Cambridge, Mass.; it
was the first of the privately owned garden ceme
teries founded to provide burial in rural settings
and to make profits for their owners. Mount Au
burn Cemetery was imitated throughout the
United States. The first garden cemetery in Ken
tucky was the Frankfort Cemetery, which was es
tablished in 1844. Before long the Spring Grove
Cemetery in Cincinnatiſl&45), the Lexington Cem
etery in Lexington (1847), and the Cave Hill Cem
etery in Louisville (1850) were begun, in addition
to the Evergreen Cemetery.
When the Evergreen Cemetery was founded, it
consisted of 17 acres; today it covers some 300
acres. In 1847 it was on the extreme fringe of both
Newport and Bellevue. Located four miles south
of Newport's courthouse, on the Alexandria Pk.
(U.S. 27), in what is now Southgate, the cemetery
was not served by public transportation for many
decades and therefore was initially difficult to
reach.

In 1862, Evergreen Cemetery played a role in
the Civil War when a military defensive work,
known as the Shaler (artillery) Battery, was built
there. Named for the family who owned the farm
where the original cemetery had been established,
this battery was constructed by the federal govern
ment as part of the defense line erected to with
stand the advance of Confederate forces under

today, however, Evergreen Cemetery remains one
of the few open spaces in northern Campbell Co.
in which one can take a leisurely walk in a rural
setting.
With the establishment of the Fort Thomas

Military Reservation during the 1890s, a new
military section was opened at Evergreen Ceme
tery. One person buried in the military section is
Nicholas Pablo, of the 30th Company Philippine
Scouts, who died in 1905 while on his way to
Washington, D.C., with his unit to take part in the
inauguration of President Theodore Roosevelt. At
the beginning of the 20th century, the cemetery's
acreage was increased, and a series of landmark
buildings were constructed: a gatehouse, a chapel,
and an annex. Other notable features in the ceme

tery are a sundial erected by the Dayton (Ky.)
Woman's Relief Corps of the GAR, a monument to
the World War II dead of Newport, and the Tay
lorand the Southgate family monuments.
Among other notables buried at Evergreen
Cemetery are two holders of the Congressional
Medal of Honor, Newport native William

ried Sue Ann Houston, a fellow student at UK.

After graduation, the couple settled in Erlanger,
where Sue Ann had been raised. They had six chil
dren, Alan, Carol, Diane, Elizabeth, Emily, and
Rebecca. In 1954 the family moved to a home in
Boone Co., at the corner of U.S. 42 and New Uri

Shiloh in the Civil War, and Thomas M. Doherty,
who was awarded the medal for his heroic combat

and a teacher in schools in Trimble Co. and as a

actions at San Juan Hill during the Spanish
American War. Also buried there are James Tay

teacher and basketball coach in Boone Co. at

lor Jr. and Keturah Moss Leitch Taylor, the

founders of Newport; George Baird Hodge, a
Civil War general and member of the Kentucky
Confederate House of Representatives; and Ken
tucky congressmen Brent Spence, Richard
Southgate, and George Wiedemann, along with
Wiedemann's son Charles, who ran the Wiede

mann Brewing Company.
National Park Service. Mount Auburn Cemetery—
A New American Landscape—A Study Guide.
Washington, D.C.; National Park Service, 2000.

Charles H. Bogart

against Cincinnati. The battery was part of a line of
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fortifications that stretched from Ludlow to Fort

March 31, 1925, Lacey, Ky.; d. May 23, 2006, Flor
ence, Ky.) The popularlongtime mayor of Florence,
Ky., Carroll Merlin Ewing, was born in Henry Co.,
Ky., one of six children of Christopher L. and
Goldie Bird Ewing. He was educated in Henry Co.

terment of Union soldiers, in a section of the cem

and graduated from Milton High School. He
served in the U.S. Marine Corps during World
War II and then was recalled to military service
with the marines during the Korean War. Ewing
attended the University of Kentucky (UK), where
he earned a degree in education. In 1947 he mar

Rd. Later, they also purchased and operated a 50
acre cattle and tobacco farm at Big Bone Lick, in
rural Boone Co. Hop Ewing served as a principal

Horsfall, who won the medal at the Battle of

generals Braxton Bragg and Edmund Kirby Smith

Thomas. The remnants of the Shaler Battery re
main in the cemetery, and the site is now crowned
by abandstand. The cemetery was also used for in

Carroll "Hop" Ewing, 2005.

Walton-Verona High School and later at Ocker
mann and R. A. Jones junior high schools.
Ewing was elected mayor of Florence in 1961, a
position he held for 20 years. At the beginning of
his tenure, Florence was a small rural town, but un

der his leadership it became Northern Kentucky's
fastest-growing and most vibrant city. In the mid
1960s, Ewing and Florence councilman Ted Bush
elman cohosted a locally popular talk radio show
each morning, from the Burns Brothers Truck
Stop in Florence. Ewing was a member of the Flor
ence Volunteer Fire Department and also a strong
supporter of the Florence Police Department. He
was instrumental in bringing many commercial
and industrial firms to the area, with the opening
of the Northern Kentucky Industrial Park (see
Northern Kentucky Industrial Foundation).
Through his efforts the Florence Mall was built
near the city's most recognizable landmark, the
water tower. The name Florence Mall was painted
on the tower before the construction of the mall.
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The Commonwealth of Kentucky notified Flor
ence officials that the name would have to be re

moved, because it advertised a business. In an ef

fort to find an inexpensive solution to the problem,

Ewing conceived the idea of changing the word
"Mall" to "Y'all," a term that he said he often used.

Of the myriad decisions he made during his years
as mayor, none brought more fame to himself and
his city than the changing of that one letter. The
Florence Mallopened in 1976, and the nowfamous
water tower still stands proudly along I-75–1-71.
Mayor Ewing was also instrumental in the reloca
tion of the Booth Memorial Hospital (later St.
Luke Hospital, West) from Covington to Flor
ence. He was proud of the street-paving program

InTERSTATE Highway
system
---------------- ------- -------- ----

-----------

instituted during his tenure, which provided curb
ingandgutterson city streets. During Ewings long
and colorful career, he worked as a salesman and

adjuster for the Jefferson National Insurance Com
pany and owned a home repair business that spe
cialized in the installation of continuous gutters,
lawn mowing, and snow removal. His daughter

Construction of I-75 through Covington, looking north to Cincinnati and the Brent Spence Bridge,
ca. 1962.

Diane Ewing Whalen followed in her father's foot
steps, being elected Florence mayor in 1999.
Ewings wife Sue Ann died in February 1986,
and in August 1987 he married Ruth Carroll. Ew
ing was an avid bowler, and his home contained
many trophies that he had won. He was a member
of the Florence Optimist Club and the Toastmas
ters, was the charter president of the Boone Co.
Jaycees, and served on the County Planning and
Zoning Commission. He was also a devout mem

Kentucky International Airport (CVG), and
the emergence of the Florence Mall. It must be
recognized that the presence of these transporta
tion arteries in Northern Kentucky, much like the
arrival of the railroads in the 19th century, is a func
tion of that larger population base to the north,
Hamilton Co., Ohio (Cincinnati). The local express
ways are descendants of the 1950s Eisenhower ad

ber of the Florence United Methodist Church,

ministration's cold war initiative, the National

where he served for many years as a trustee, a
teacher, and the Sunday school superintendent. At
Christmas time he would purchase apples and or
anges and personally pass them out to each child in
attendance. He also brought candy every Sunday
for the church's children and their parents.
On Monday, May 22, 2006, Ewing suffered a
cardiac event during the night and was rushed to
St. Luke Hospital West, where he died. His funeral,

System of Interstate and Defense Highways, a $78
billion nationwide project.
As early as 1946, there was talk of building a
limited-access highway from Florence to Coving
ton, known as the Florence-Covington Highway.
Although a bond issue was passed to fund the ini
tial planning for the road, it never materializedasa
local project. It was, instead, subsumed in a much
greater project on the federal leveland became the
linchpin of the local expressway network. Desig
nated I-75 and finished in 1962, it was the first por
tion of the system completed in Northern Ken
tucky. Its connecting bridge, the double-decked,
multilane Brent Spence Bridge, which opened to

held at the Florence United Methodist Church, was

attended by more than 500 of his relatives, friends,
and fellow citizens. He was buried next to his first

wife, Sue Ann, in the Hopeful Lutheran Cemetery
in Florence.

"Florence's 'Y'all' Mayor Dies." KE, May 24, 2006, l.
“Hop Ewing Put Y'all'in'Mall," KP. May 24, 2006,
1A.

Whalen, Diane, Ewing's daughter. Telephone inter
view by Jack Wessling, May 31, 2006.
EXPRESSWAYS. The modern divided, limited

access highway of at least four lanes changed the
face of Northern Kentucky in the last half of the
20th century. Population, housing, employment
location, educational sites, and shopping have re
located as a result of these expressways. New fed
eral expressways constructed since the early 1960s
have made possible the recent growth of Cold
Spring and Alexandria in Campbell Co. and of
Crittenden and northern Grant Co., as well as

other areas; the new subdivisions such as Triple
Crown in Boone Co.; the industrial parks in Flor
ence, Ky., and around the Cincinnati/Northern

exit at the bottom of "Death Hill" in Covington (in
1982); the Jefferson Ave. entrance ramptothesouth
has also been eliminated. "Death Hill," the steep
grade between Covington and Fort Wright, has
been reconstructed several times over the years; it
has been the scene of many accidents, often involv
ingtruck traffic. The same is true of the Fort Mitch
ell interchange with U.S. 25 and U.S. 42, where the
roadbed was straightened. The multilevel intersec
tion with I-275 in Erlanger, the likes of which is sel
dom seen outside of Los Angeles or Dallas, is an
engineering marvel at the bottom of the circle free
way, the vehicular heart of Northern Kentucky. In
many respects, I-75 is the spine of Northern Ken
tucky, running north-south roughly down the
middle of the region, dividing it almost evenly.
I-71 is routed over I-75 from the Ohio River to
Walton, where it branches off on its own to the
southwest toward Louisville. I-71 has facilitated
access to southern Boone, Owen, Gallatin, and

Carroll counties and made these areas integral
parts of Northern Kentucky. The portion of I-7
that serves these counties was ready for use in the

traffic in November 1963, is now obsolete. I-75 car

late 1960s and was the second interstate to be

ries traffic through Northern Kentucky from as far
away as northern Michigan and southern Florida,
while also accommodating local commuter traffic.
A replacement for the Brent Spence Bridge is being
planned. The bridge also carries into Northern
Kentucky I-71, which comes from centraland north

completed. The opening of I-71 all the way to
Louisville was delayed as a result of the deep pil
ings that had to be driven for its bridge over the
Kentucky River near Frankfort—bedrock was
found much deeper there than anticipated. That
bridge is not far from Gallatin and Owen counties.
In February 1968, I-71 opened from I-75 near
Walton to U.S. 227 south of Carrollton; in July
1969, I-71 opened from U.S. 227 to Louisville. Both

eastern Ohio and continues south and west after

traversing the region. Within Northern Kentucky,
I-75 runs roughly 55 miles from Corinth in south
ern Grant Co. to the Ohio River at Covington on
the north. Since its inception, at least four inter
changes have been added to I-75 in Northern Ken
tucky: in 1985 the Turfway Rd, connection in Flor
ence; in 1990the Mall Road interchange in Florence;
in 1994 the Pike St.-12th St. interchange in Cov
ington; and in 2005 the Barnes Rd, connector in
Grant Co. At least one off-ramp has been removed,
the dangerously bent Jefferson Ave, northbound

I-75 and I-71 have turned U.S. 25 and U.S. 42 into
local traffic corridors.
I-471 is the shortest of the interstates in North

ern Kentucky. It runs for only 3.5 miles southward
from I-71 on the near east side of downtown Cin

cinnati, across the Daniel Carter Beard Bridge
into Northern Kentucky, through Taylor's Bot
toms between Newport and Bellevue in Campbell
Co., and up the hill through Fort Thomas and
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Southgate, connecting with I-275. I-471 fades into
U.S. 27 in front of the NKU campus. Completed in
late 1981, I-471 eliminated many of thenicer homes
in Newport's East End and along Loraine Ct. and
Grand Ave, farther south in the city. I-471 made
access to the St. Luke Hospital in Fort Thomas
much easier and quicker and has certainly eased
commuting for the residents of eastern Hamilton
and Clermont counties in Ohio to downtown Cin
cinnati via its connection with I-275. I-471 was

talked about as early as 1957. Delays in the comple
tion of the Daniel Carter Beard Bridge and home
owners' fighting eminent domain along Grand
Ave. in Newport delayed the highway. This inter
state was opened in late 1981, costing $85 million
for the highway and the Daniel Carter Beard
Bridge, and today its average use is a little more
than 100,000 vehicles each day. The ramps at Ky.
Rt. 8 are later additions to the highway. The road
effectively destroyed the Newport neighborhood
of Cote Brilliante, which subsequently lost some
90 homes to the bulldozer in preparation for the
Newport Pavilion project—big box shopping and
restaurants next to I-471 and to its west, between

Memorial Pkwy. and Grand Ave.
I-275 is part of the Donald C. Rolf circle free
way (loop) around Greater Cincinnati, which goes
through six counties in three states. Rolf was a ma
jor player in creating the highway project; con
struction on it began in Ohio in September 1958.
In Northern Kentucky I-275 runs for 41 miles from

the Combs-Hehl Bridge on the east at Brent in
Campbell Co. to Petersburg in western Boone Co.,
where the road crosses the Carroll C. Cropper
Bridge into southeastern Indiana. With a sub
stantial bridge across the Licking River at Wilder
(later named Alvin C. Poweleit Memorial Bridge),
I-275 approached completion in December 1979,
as the Combs-Hehl Bridge opened. I-275 made ac
cess to Northern Kentucky University (NKU),
Thomas More College, and CVG easier, while
uniting Northern Kentucky itself. No long were
Northern Kentuckians required to pass through
the urban areas of Covington and Newport to ar
rive at the airport or these colleges, or the Florence
Mall. Convenience is one of the reasons why some

name of the present I-471 to I-71. An additional
proposal calls for another outer loop, south of the
existing I-275, through Northern Kentucky. Such a
route would pass through Falmouth in Pendleton
Co., Williamstown in Grant Co., and Owenton in

Owen Co., turning north to perhaps Warsaw in
Gallatin Co. or Carrollton in Carroll Co. Farther

out in the region, there has been long discussion of
a new interstate that would connect Lexington with
Columbus, Ohio, cutting across the southeastern
section of the Northern Kentucky region. The citi
zens of Robertson Co. would appreciate such a
route, since they have been without good transpor
tation links from the county's inception. Both
Bracken and western Mason counties would also

4,000 students from the east side of Hamilton Co.,

benefit. Such a road would cross the Ohio River

Ohio, attend NKU. A new interchange was added
to I-275 at Mineola Pk in Boone Co.; and on- and

over the new William H. Harsha Bridge just
downriver from Maysville, en route to Columbus.

off-ramps were added at Three Mile Rd. in High
land Heights in Campbell Co., to ease access to and

Cincinnati-Transit.net. “Local Expressways." www

from NKU.

There have been several suggestions regarding
what should be done, if anything, in future devel
opments of the Northern Kentucky expressway
system. The widening of I-75 to a minimum of three
lanes all the way to Lexington is in progress. The
continuation of I-471 south of the NKU campus
and to the southwest, joining I-75 and I-71 where
they split in Walton, has been proposed; the idea
involves rerouting I-71 across the Daniel Carter
Beard Bridge and over I-471 and changing the

.cincinnati-transit.net (accessed November 13,
2006).

Dady, Jim. “Ready to Roll," KP, August 29, 1981, 18.
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F&N STEAKHOUSE. George and Norma
Schlueter Thomas opened their combination hot
dog stand and sandwich shop just outside of Day
ton, Ky., in 1929, eventhough the Great Depression

which diverted traffic away from Ky. Rt. 8, and the
opening of several new restaurants at nearby
Newport-on-the-Levee. The F&N Steakhouse had
always been difficult to find, and the appearance of
glamorous upscale dining alternatives just off the
bridge into Newport did not help matters. The
F&N Steakhouse's kitchen shut down for good at
the close of business on Wednesday night, August
11, 2004, and shortly thereafter the owners filed for
bankruptcy. The family sold the properties to Da
vid Hosea, a local businessman, who planned to
restore what was once one of Northern Kentucky's
great steakhouses.

was not the best economic time in which to starta

"Death Notice—Norma Thomas." KP August 23,
newbusiness. Once Prohibition laws were repealed
in 1933, the Thomas family converted their food
business into the F&N Steakhouse (named for the

two Schlueter sisters, Florence, who died early in
the venture, and Norma). The new steakhouse's

building was carved into the hill on the south side
of Ky. Rt.8, the Mary Ingles Highway, just east of
Dayton in Campbell Co. The restaurant quickly
became a Northern Kentucky dining tradition.
George and Norma Thomas learned to cut and age
meat, and their menu featured delicious and high
quality prime ribs, charcoal steaks, and baby back
ribs. The restaurant served large and tasty well
done baked potatoes, along with fresh salads with
homemade dressings on chilled pewter plates, and
German hot slaw. Diners gathered for late-night
meals and after-hours drinks. The dark interior

motif soft lighting, and fireplaces contributed to a
romantic mood.

Over the years, the F&N Steakhouse was re
modeled and expanded. The restaurant suffered
several fires. In 1968 a fire nearly destroyed the
place, but it reopened within two months. The fam
ily later built the Thomasville Party House across
the road along the Ohio River; this facility gave
them a new line of business (large private gather
ings) and the parking spaces they needed, along
with a popular new boat landing. Before the many
steakhouse restaurant chains of today made their
appearance, gourmands generally agreed that
there were two places in all of Greater Cincinnati
and Northern Kentucky to find a good steak. Mau
ry's Tiny Cove in Cheviot, Ohio, and the F&N
Steakhouse in Dayton, Ky. Customers came from
all over the Ohio River Valley region. Politicians,
sports stars, entertainers, and disk jockeys all hob

1971, 5.

"F&N Owner Thomas Dies," KP December 22, 1986,
1–2.

"F&NSteakhouse Shuts Down, Files for Bankruptcy."
KP, August 13, 2004,4K.

"F&NSteakhouse's Thomas Dead," KP, April 5, 1988,
3K.

Michael R. Sweeney
FAIRBANKS. Fairbanks is a small community
in southern Owen Co., along Ky. Rt. 607, where
that road intersects the Owenton-Georgetown Rd.
It is in the Hesler Precinct. Once there was a one
room school at Fairbanks.

spices, cloth, glassware, and other items. Even the
Olympic Games had their beginnings in such a
setting. In the United States there have been world
fairs, state fairs, and county fairs, but county fairs
are the ones that have had the greatest impact on
the lives of rural Americans. Many of today's so
phisticated elite might describe such fairs as old
fashioned, obsolete, or even boring, but rural
people continue to make them popular. The
county fair as conceived in early Kentucky served
a very useful purpose in that it encouraged
friendly competition to develop among the par
ticipants. People wanted to see who could grow
the best fruit, sew the prettiest dress, bake the
tastiest pie, or raise the cow that produced the
most milk. That intense competition resulted in a
wide exchange of ideas, which led to better farm
ing practices and to healthier farm animals and
families. Life was difficult on early Kentucky
farms, where most people had to work from dawn
to dusk. Nothing could rejuvenate those individu
als like a few days of fun and games at the end of
the growing season. Commonly, fairs lasted for
three days and most people attended for the dura
tion. The longest-running Kentucky county fair
started in 1856 at Alexandria, Campbell Co. The
longest-running fairs in the Northern Kentucky
region are Campbell Co.'s fair in Alexandria (see
Alexandria Fair) and the Germantown Fair in

An Atlas of Owen County, Kentucky. Philadelphia:

Mason Co.

Lake, 1883.

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen

Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,

County: "Sweet Owen." Louisville, Ky:Standard,

Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria, Ky:

1976.

Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.

FAIRS. Fairshave always been important celebra
tions for Northern Kentuckians. Their origin can
be traced to religious celebrations in ancient
times, usually held at harvest time. Ancient Greek
fairs were held to honor the Greeks many deities,
but enterprising people soon learned to use fairs
also as an opportunity to sell their wares, such as

FAIRVIEW. The Kenton Co. community of
Fairviewislocated along Decoursey Pk., just south
of Latonia. The town was first settled during the
early 1800s. A lady who once lived there, who felt
that the town had a pleasing, or "fair" view, is cred
ited with naming it. A small group of German and
Irish railroad workers moved to Fairview in the

nobbed at the F&N Steakhouse. For a time, the res

taurant had an old fire truck that was used to pick
up boaters at the landing on the river and trans
port them to the restaurant, with the fire truck's
sirens blaring. Waiting in line for up to two hours
to be seated at the steakhouse was common in the

F&N’s heyday.
Norma Thomas died on August 21, 1971, at age
71, of a heart attack; Gene (Eugene) Thomas, the
couple's exuberant son who became heavily in
volved in the business after his mother's death,

died on December 21, 1986, at age 59; and on April
4, 1988, at age 85, George Thomas died. Third
generation family members continued the restau
rant's tradition asbest they could untilbeset by the
long-term consequences of the new AA Highway,

Grandstand at the Fair Grounds, Erlanger, ca. 1908.

FALMOUTH

mid-1800s, shortly after the Covington and Lex
ington Railroad was built along the Licking
River. To reach those workers, the St. Anthony

Carl Faith, Professor Emeritus, Mathematics, Rutgers
University. www.phoenix-designs.com/carlfaith/

Catholic Mission was built in 1877, at the intersec

"Covington Man Named to MSU," KTS, August 3,

cv.htm (accessed June 20, 2007).
1956, 4A.

tion of Decoursey and Locust pikes. The mission
also opened a school at Fairview in 1902. A large
Louisville and Nashville Railroad rail yard
was built near the city, and to escape the noise and
pollution it created, the church and school were
moved in 1928 to Grand and Harvard Sts. in what

is today Taylor Mill.
In 1932 Ray Hansel opened a grocery store and
gas station at Fairview. When Prohibition ended,
he converted the store into a tavern, which became

a popular gathering place for local residents. The
business changed hands several times before it
was destroyed by fire in the 1960s. The DeCoursey
Baptist Church was organized in Fairview at 8276
Decoursey Pk., in 1950. Fairview was incorporated
as a sixth-class city in 1957. The 2000 U.S. Census
revealed that it had a population of 156, making it
one of the smallest incorporated communities in
Northern Kentucky. The median age of residents
in that census was 41, and the per capita income
was $20,737, with no one living below the poverty
level.

“Fairview to Remain City," KP, November 8, 1989,
9K.

“Railroad to Speed Trap, Fairview Just a ‘Little

Michael R. Sweeney
FALMOUTH. The first permanent settlement in
what is now Pendleton Co. was established in 1776

when pioneers arrived from Virginia, Pennsylva
nia, and other eastern states. They settled near
springs, where they raised flax and a few sheep. The
settlers' log cabins had clapboard roofs, slab doors
hung on deerskin thongs, and earthen floors.
Many of the early settlers of Kentucky (a place
American Indians called “the dark and bloody
ground") were Revolutionary War veterans.
Falmouth received a town charter on June 23,

1792, during the first session of the Kentucky leg
islature, six years before Pendleton Co. was cre
ated. However, there were citizens living at the
Forks of the Licking River long before the city was
chartered. John Waller, a Kentucky pioneer and
the founder of Falmouth, who represented this
area in the state legislature, brought Falmouth's
charter home with him. The town is part of the
1,000 acres given to Col. Holt Richardson for
military service in the Revolutionary War as a
Virginia soldier. Falmouth was established on

317

mill in Falmouth, at the foot of Chapel St. It was
both a sawmill and a grain mill, operating by wa

ter from a dam across the Licking River from a
point near the north abutment of today's railroad
bridge. This mill, later sold to Joseph Woodhead,
became the Falmouth Woolen Mill. Henry
Deglow was the proprietor of a tannery at the
corner of Fourth and Maple Sts. There were no
paved streets or sidewalks, but in a few places
wooden planks had been laid down. Many times
wagons sank up to their hubs and became stuck in
the muddy streets, where livestock freely roamed.
Mussel shells, along with a greasy rag or tallow
dip, provided lighting indoors, and lanterns were
used outside.

Dr. Jeremiah Monroe, who came to Falmouth

in 1792, was the first physician. He had two broth
ers, one a lawyer and the other a Baptist minister,
Alexander Monroe. Henry Gordon was the only
shoemaker in town. He remained in Falmouth un
til the outbreak of the Civil War. There were two

lawyers, S. F. Swoope and Samuel T. Hauser, both
from North Carolina. Ansel Johnson was the vil

lage blacksmith. Major Wheeler operated a card
ing factory on Chapel St. In early days, the nearest
bank was the Northern Bank of Covington, but it
was patronized little by Falmouth residents, who
usually carried their money in their pockets. Loans
were made freely from one neighbor to another.

December 10, 1793. The town was laid out in lots

The First National Bank of Falmouth was estab

Town"—Everybody Helps Everybody Else,” CE,
December 1, 1998, A12.

of a quarter acre each, with streets included.

lished in 1921.

Waller was a native of Stafford Co., Va., which
had a town named Falmouth, and it is assumed

The Covington and Lexington Railroad
first came through town in 1854. In the mid-19th
century, Falmouth had three hotels, the Kennett
Tavern, the Lightfoot Hotel, and the Phoenix
Hotel. The Oldham Plantation on Ky. Rt. 159 in
Shoemakertown, just across the Licking River,
was once a 1,000-acre tract purchased by Tyree
Oldham and Samuel Hayden in 1816 from Henry
Clay and James Hughes. Jesse Oldham, Tryee's
father, brought his family here and built a stately
house about 1825. The last Oldham occupant
willed the property to the Northward Christian
Assembly. There is a family graveyard on the prop
erty. Falmouth has two other cemeteries, River
side Cemetery on U.S. 27 and St. Xavier Catholic
Cemetery on Woodson St. At one time, there was
an old burial ground along Mountjoy St., where

Reis, Jim. “Tiny Towns," KP, June 30, 1986,4K.
Wikipedia. “Fairview, Kenton County, Kentucky."
http://wikipedia.org (accessed December 31,
2005).

FAITH, CARL CLIFTON (b. April 28, 1927,
Covington, Ky). Carl C. Faith, a world-renowned
mathematician, is the son of Herbert and Vila Fos

ter Faith. Growing up on W. Fifth St. in Coving
ton, he attended Covington schools and gradu
ated from Holmes High School (1945). He is a
veteran of World War II, having served in the
U.S. Navy as an Aviation Electronics Technician
Mate (1945–1946). He graduated from the Uni
versity of Kentucky at Lexington in 1951, cum
laude, with honors in mathematics. His master's

(1953) and doctoral (1955) degrees are both from
Purdue University, West Lafayette, Ind. His aca
demic career has included teaching at Purdue,
Michigan State, Pennsylvania State, and Rutgers
universities; at the latter institution he is an emer

itus professor of mathematics. He served as a
Fulbright-NATO Postdoctoral Fellow at Heidel
berg, Germany, in 1959–1960. In 1960–1962 he
held a two-year membership and an NSF Postdoc
toral Fellowship at the Institute for Advanced
Study at Princeton, N.J. He has studied and taught
in Europe, the Middle East, and India and

this fact determined the name of the new town in

Kentucky. The trustees held their first meeting on
April 12, 1794, at the house of John Hume, near
Morgan. On December 13, 1798, the Kentucky
legislature approved an act to create from the
counties of Campbell and Bracken a new county,
to be called Pendleton Co., and Falmouth was

chosen as the county seat. William C. Kennett
was the first county clerk and James M. Wilson
was elected the town's first mayor. The first court
house was a stone building constructed on the
present site in 1812. The land on which it was built
had been acquired by Waller and Alvin Mountjoy
(see Mountjoy House). Waller surveyed the
town and gave the county the square surrounded
by Main, Chapel, Main Cross (now Shelby), and
Second Sts. for the courthouse. The present build
ing was built in 1848. The first jail, built in 1800,
was at Second and Maple Sts. It was replaced in
1854 by a new jail built behind the courthouse,
facing Chapel St. One of the first roads was from
Falmouth to the Harrison Co. line, marked out

along the pathway used in 1780 by the English
captain Henry Bird (see Bird’s [Byrd's] War
Road) in the attacks he led upon Ruddells and
Martin's stations. In 1796 men were chosen to se

throughout the United States. Carl Faith's publi

lect the best route for a new road from John Sand

cations, awards, honors, and editorships in the
special area of mathematics known as ring theory
are numerous. In May 2003 he was awarded a
bronze engraved plaque and inducted into Hol
mes High School's Hall of Distinction. Today, he
and his family live in New Jersey.

ers ferry on the South Licking River to intersect
with Grassy Creek Rd., now U.S. 27, near the
headwaters of Harris Creek.

The first house in Falmouth, a log cabin
owned by Mountjoy, was built in the 1790s on
Chapel St. Augustus Robbins owned the first

the first settlers, their slaves, and American Indi

ans were buried; the gravestones were removed
during the Great Depression and crushed for use
on roads. There is a memorial historical marker

there today. A suspension bridge completed in
1854 spanned the Main Licking River until it col
lapsed into the river in 1868 (see Falmouth Sus
pension Bridge). Before 1854, people forded the
river when it was low or crossed it on a ferry. The
bridge that collapsed was replaced with a covered
bridge, which burned in 1926 and was, in turn,
replaced by the steel and concrete bridge stand
ing today.
Falmouth has been subject to a number of dev
astating floods, including those in 1964 and 1997
(see Flood of 1964, Licking River; Flood of
1997, Licking River). In 2000 the city had a pop
ulation of 2,058.
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FALMOUTH, BATTLE OF

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend

leton County. Falmouth, Ky: M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.
1994].

U.S. Census Bureau. www.census.gov/ (accessed De
cember 31, 2007).

Falmouth. Colonel Berry realized that his guards
men did not have enough ammunition for another
battle, so he repositioned his troops a few miles
south of the city to wait for reinforcements and
supplies. No further exchanges took place be

Mildred Belew

on a busy two-lane section of U.S. 27, a historical
marker notes the location of a Civil War skir

mish between 28 Confederate Cavalrymen and 11
Union Home Guardsmen. The marker states that

the battle took place on September 18, 1862.
Col. George W. Berry led the Union Home
Guards. He was the first postmaster of Berry in

Colonel Berry fought in the second battle of
Cynthiana, on June 11, 1864, was wounded, and
died on the day of the battle. U.S. marshal Reid
joined the 18th Kentucky Volunteers as a captain
and later earned the Distinguished Service Award.
After the war, Reid returned to farming and con
tinued that occupation until his death in 1882.
"Covington," CDC, September 20, 1862,3.
McClanahan, Emma. “Influence of the War," 1934.

northwestern Harrison Co. and had donated land

www.rootsweb.com/~kypendle/civilinfluence
to be used for the establishment of the village of
Berry. He was also a provost marshal during the
Civil War. Provost marshals, stationed by the fed
eral government in Kentucky counties, controlled
all intrastate military affairs and were in charge of
recruiting Home Guards. Because Colonel Berry
was too old to volunteer for the army at the out
break of the war, he organized a company of the
Harrison Co. Home Guards. The Berry Home
Guards fought side-by-side with the 18th Kentucky
Volunteers under Col. John J. Landram, lending
support to federal troops as they protected rail
roads, telegraph lines, and public properties. The
primary responsibility of Berry's group, originally
called Police Guard—Kentucky Central Rail
road, was to guard railroadbridges. The early mis
sion of the Kentucky State Guard was to provide
neutral protection on the state's soil. The Home
Guards were not compensated unless they be
came wounded. Today, the successor to that Civil
War organization is the Kentucky Army National

.htm.

FALMOUTH

BAPTIST

CHURCH. This

church in Falmouth, Pendleton Co., began as the
Forks of the Licking Church. Its first pastor was
Alexander Monroe, who served for some 30 years.
He came to Kentucky from Virginia as early as
1789 and was initially associated with the Bryant's
Baptist Church in Fayette Co. The church in Fal
mouth started with members dismissed from the

joined the Union Association. In 1825 Pastor

Monroe was succeeded by Blackstone L. Aber
nathy. In 1830 Abernathy joined the Campbel
lites (see Disciples of Christ), taking a large part
of the membership with him. In 1831 William
Vaughn took charge of those who remained in the
Falmouth Baptist Church and ministered to them
for one year. Since then, the church has had many
pastors, including Robert Elrod.
As early as 1801, there were two places of wor
ship under the same church leadership; one was in
Falmouth, on the South Fork of the Licking River,

mouth with 600 of Col. Joshua Tevis's 10th Ken

Mildred Belew

FALMOUTH HIGH SCHOOL. The Falmouth

Academy in Falmouth, later known as the Fal
mouth Graded School, and then as Falmouth High
School, was opened between 1883 and 1900. As
Falmouth High School, it provided instruction for
grades 1 through 12 until 1968. There was a gradu
ating class every year between 1900 and 1968. The

recorded in an intermittently published school
newspaper, the Falmouth Firecracker. The year
book's name changed from time to time, but most
years it was Retrospect. School sports included
baseball, basketball, cross-country, football, and

Duncan. The Texas Rangers were scouts and guer

tucky Cavalry. Colonel Tevis, an attorney from
Louisville, had organized the 10th Kentucky Cav
alry. Accompanying the troops were a U.S. mar
shal from Bourbon Co. named Greenbury Reid
and nine other men. They had traveled from Cov
ington inspecting the roadbed of the Kentucky
Central Railroad. Shortly before reaching Fal
mouth, the cavalry left the Home Guardsmen and
returned to Covington. The guardsmen found the

Tenn. Church History and Archives, 1976.

Jeanne Greiser

rilla fighters originally organized before the Civil
War to defend American settlers homesteading in
On September 18, 1862, Colonel Berry's Union
Home Guard was traveling south toward Fal

25, 1942.

school's colors were red and white, and its athletic
teams were known as the Red Devils. Events were

According to a contemporary newspaper ac
count, the Confederate Cavalrymen who fought at
Falmouth were Texas Rangers, led by Capt. Charles

Texas.

1994].

“100th Anniversary,” Falmouth Outlook, December

Reis, Jim. “Civil War Battle Fought in Falmouth,” KP
May 9, 1988,4K.

Bryant's Baptist Church, and its constitution be
came effective on the fourth Saturday of June 1795.
In August 1795, at the time when it united with
Elkhorn Baptist Association, the Falmouth church
reported having 18 members. In 1802 membership
numbered 54, and the next year the church joined
the North Bend Association of Baptists, just as the
great religious revival that swept through Ken
tucky from 1800 to 1802 was winding down. Mem
bership at the church in Falmouth declined in the
years that followed, and by 1812 there were only 12
members. In 1817 the Falmouth Baptist Church

Guard.

leton County. Falmouth, Ky: M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.

Spencer, John Henderson. History of Kentucky Bap
tists from 1769 to 1885.2 Vols. Reprint, Lafayette,

tween the two factions.

FALMOUTH, BATTLE OF. In Pendleton Co.,

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend

softball. The school had a small band, and the music

curriculum included flute-a-phone and accordion
classes.

The Falmouth High School was located at first
in a two-story brick structure with eight class
rooms at Fourth and Broad Sts. The school was
later moved to the site of the former Pendleton

Academy, at 205 E. Fourth St. By the early 1930s,
the school was in its final home, a multistory brick
building at 500 Chapel St., on land donated by
Joshua Woodhead. In the 1950s an addition was

built, which consisted of two first-grade class
rooms, a library, a biology room, and a home eco
nomics room. As late as 1963, a storage area in the
basement still had a dirt floor.

and the other was at the Union schoolhouse in Fal

Even though the high school operated a cafete
ria, nearly all students either walked home for
lunch or frequented a local diner, the 3L Restau
rant. In fall 1968, Falmouth High School merged
into the Pendleton Co. Memorial High School,
which had opened in fall 1959. From the time of
the merger until the early 1970s, the Falmouth
High School's building served as one of the coun
ty's primary schools. In the early 1970s, the Fal
mouth High School building was converted into
the countywide Pendleton Co. Middle School, for
grades seven and eight. After January 1998, when
the middle school was relocated to a new facility
at 35 Wright Rd. and U.S. 27 North in Butler, the
Falmouth High School building became the Fal

mouth, near the Main Licking River. The South

mouth School Center, offering GED, career place

Forkchurch was built of logs in 1802. In September

ment, and other services. The Falmouth School

1830, a new brick church was constructed in Fal

Center is also the performance home of the Kin

city of Falmouth evacuated. Not long thereafter,

mouth on Main St. That structure was torn down

caid Regional Theatre Company. Falmouth High

they came under fire from the Confederate Cav
alry. During the attack, one Home Guard, A. Mc
Nees, was seriously wounded. On the Confederate

in 1854 and replaced with a new church building at
the corner of Chapel and Church Sts. that opened
in 1861. In 1872, the church changed its name to
the Falmouth Baptist Church. The present church
building in Falmouth was dedicated in 1930 at the
corner of Maple and Fourth Sts. Another longtime
pastor of the Falmouth Baptist Church was Carl
Sears, who served there for 45 years.

side, two men were killed, four were wounded,

and one was taken prisoner. The skirmish started
at 3:30 p.m. and lasted about 40 minutes. As the
Confederates retreated, they burned the railroad
bridge over the south fork of the Licking River in

School has an active alumni association, which

holds reunions every five years.
Belew, Mildred Bowen. “History of Pendleton County
Schools." www.rootsweb.com/~kypendle/school
history.htm (accessed September 29, 2006).
Bray, Nancy, transcriber. “Pendleton County Common

School Directory." www.rootsweb.com/~kypendleſ
comschool.htm (accessed October 2, 2006).

FALMOUTH SUSPENSION BRIDGE
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Dennie, Debbie, and Patty Jenkins, comps. Forks of

Warren Shonert, a staunch Democrat, was not

the Louisville and Nashville Railroad (L&N),

the Licking, Bicentennial Edition, 1798–1998.

bashful about offering his opinion in weekly edito
rials titled, Think about It. The paper moved to its
present location at 210 Main St. in 1922. Shonert's
son Warren Jeffrey Shonert Jr. grew up around the
newspaper's offices, watching and working with
his father. In 1942, after graduating from college,
Warren Shonert Jr. became the paper's editor. Pub
lisher W.J. Shonert Sr. died in January 1953.
After his father's death, the younger Shonert
became both editor and publisher. He married
Genevieve Hancock, and the couple had twins, Jef.
frey and Genevieve. The Shonert family spent most
of their early life working in the newspaper busi
ness. Daughter Genevieve was editor from 1983

40 miles south of Cincinnati. The wood-frame

Falmouth, Ky: Falmouth Outlook, 1998.
Michael D. Redden and

Aprile Conrad Redden
FALMOUTH

METHODIST

CHURCH

(MARY'S CHAPEL). When Paul C. Lair do
nated a lot in Falmouth, at the corner of Main

Cross and Upper Mill Sts. (today Shelby St. and
Maple Ave.), to the Falmouth Methodist Episco
pal Church South, he helped start one of the lead
ing churches in the city. Until then, the members
of the Methodist Society, as the group was known
in the early 1800s, did not have a regular meeting
place; they met in the homes of members, for in
stance, in the home of Birkett Colvin Sr. of Mount
Vernon in southeastern Pendleton Co., and later

in the courthouse. This small group was included
at first in the Cynthiana circuit, which extended
from Cynthiana to Newport and included Harri
son and Pendleton counties, as well as parts of
Campbell, Grant, and Kenton counties. In 1832
the Methodist congregation at Falmouth left the
Cynthiana circuit and became a member of the

structure was completed in 1912. It was originally
designed with express and baggage rooms, three
waiting rooms, and an agent's office. Later, new
platforms and train sheds were added. In 1968 the
L&N's last passenger train passed through Fal
mouth. One result of discontinuing service to
Falmouth was that the railroad no longer needed
most of the depot's space. On April 17, 1980, before
the railroad was able to have the depot demolished,
this 68-year-old railroad station burned to the
ground.
“News Briefs,” KP, April 18, 1980, 10K.
Mildred Belew

until 1985. Warren J. Shonert Jr. continued as edi

tor and publisher until January 1986, when he sold
the paper to Delphos Herald Inc.
The Falmouth Outlook was set with hot type
until it went to offset printing in 1967. However,
James Shelton and Warren J. Shonert continued to

FALMOUTH SUSPENSION BRIDGE. One

of the first wire suspension bridges in the United
States was built across the Licking River at Fal
mouth in 1853. Falmouth, the county seat of Pend
leton Co., is on the east side of the Licking River,
some 60 miles southby river from the river's mouth
at Covington.
Falmouth was to be the first major stop on the
new Covington-to-Lexington railroad that was
being built at the time. Moreover, a turnpike sys
tem connecting Falmouth to Alexandria, Ky., and
Cincinnati was planned. After much discussion,
a wire suspension bridge was selected for this site

When the congregation erected a building on
the land Lair had provided, Augustus Robbins
named the new church Mary's Chapel in honor of
his wife, Mary, who was a sister of Paul Lair. The

set type on the old linotype machines until 1985,
printing auction flyers, business cards, and many
other printing jobs. The old press stands in the
back room of the business today. Gone, however,
are the old linotype machines used to set type,
along with the old headliner machines. The comp
ugraphic machines that Shonert used to get the
paper out in the early 1980s are also obsolete. In
January 1986 Richard Fry became the newspa
per's publisher and editor. In January 1987 the
Shopper's Outlook, a supplement for shoppers,
was born, with a subscription list of 9,090. For a

original building had one entrance, facing Shelby

short time, until August 1988, Sue Pullin edited

boat stop on the Ohio River located about half.

St., with a small vestibule inside the entrance. A

the newspaper after Fry. In the following month, a
native-born and lifelong Falmouth resident, Deb
bie Dennie, became publisher and editor. Dennie
started working at the newspaper in 1981, where

way between Newport and Maysville. The iron,

smaller Falmouth circuit, which included Mount

Vernon and Boyd, a town in northwestern Harri
son Co.

stove in the center of the room heated the church.

The altar rail was in the same place where it is to
day, and an organ and the choir were on the side.
This building was remodeled first in 1890. At that
time the vestibule was replaced with three art
glass windows, and the other windows in the
church were replaced with glass matching the

she learned much from Warren Shonert.

Outlook was founded by Warren Jeffrey Shonert
Sr. and first published on June 21, 1907. Shonert,
who had worked setting type and as a news editor

The modernization brought about by comput
ers has taken a lot of the personal touch away from
weekly newspapers. The Falmouth newspaper has
never missed an issue of publication, and it has
survived many hardships over the years since 1907,
including the Great Depression, floods, blizzards,
and tornados. In 1964, when a flood spread over
the city of Falmouth, the newspaper had about
three inches of water in its building. On March 1,
1997, when the great flood hit, the newspaper of
fices had five feet of water, which destroyed every
thing. Over 85 percent of the city of Falmouth was
flooded. The newspaper that week was only two
days late, though. The staff worked out of publisher
Dennie's basement for 10 weeks until May, when
the newspaper's building had been cleaned and
was ready to occupy. Today, the newspaper is as
sembled by pagination on computers. There are
nine employees, four of whom are full-time. Cur
rent circulation is 3,875 paid subscribers, with
1,400 copies placed in the newsstands and 9,000
Shopper's Outlooks mailed out each Tuesday.

in Cynthiana and Georgetown, started and printed

Debbie Dennie

front three. Two vestibules were then constructed,

one on each side of the building, as they remain
today. The building was remodeled for a second
time in 1926. It was enlarged by several feet to
make room for the seating of the choir behind the
pulpit, and a small pastor's study was added. The
pulpit and the altar rail have remained in the same
locations where they were placed more than 125
years ago.

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. ſca.
1994].
Mildred Belew

FALMOUTH

OUTLOOK. The

Falmouth

the newspaper in a blacksmith shop owned by his
father, Henry Shonert. Warren Shonert began with

and a contract was executed with a firm from

Pittsburgh, Pa. The best public road in Pendleton
Co. at this time led to Foster's Landing, a steam

the rolled iron wire, the anchors, the saddles, the

anchor chains, and other supplies to build the
new suspension bridge were transported to Fos
ter's Landing from Pittsburgh and then moved on
to Falmouth by ox-drawn wagons. The crew to
build the bridge was also imported from Pitts
burgh and was housed in shacks on the shore op
posite the town. The constructor of the bridge
was D. Griffith Smith, a civil engineer from Pitts
burgh. The main span of the new bridge was 323
feet. The floor was supported on eight iron wires
that were connected to anchor chains; the an

chors were constructed of masonry. The 30-foot
high towers were described as wooden in one re
port, but it is unlikely that they were of wood
construction. It is possible that stone towers were
covered with wood for a more finished look. An

other report says that the tollbooth was in one of
the towers. The bridge never made money, since
toll collection was lax. The bridge's greatest busi
ness was as a “kissing bridge.” Its floor was occa
sionally damaged by flood-driven debris, but this
span survived until 1868, when it collapsed for
unknown reasons.

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of
Pendleton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d.
(ca. 1994].

Bridgemeister "1853 (Suspension Bridge) Falmouth,
Kentucky, USA." www.bridgemeister.com (accessed

five subscribers. Several friends and his sister,

FALMOUTH RAILWAY DEPOT. The Fal

Mayme McBride, helped him with finances.

mouth Railway Depot in Falmouth was built along

December 6, 2006).

Joseph F. Gastright
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FALMOUTH WOOLEN MILL

FALMOUTHWOOLEN MILL. Joshua Wood
head (1824–1886), later the owner of the well
known woolen mill in Falmouth, and his wife,

Ann Bottomely (1828–1904), immigrated to the
United States from England in 1854, along with
their three sons. Upon arrival, they engaged in

with an annual budget of $2,200. The two services
first offered were Parents Anonymous and a 24
hour hotline. The first employee, hired in 1983, was
housed at Trinity Episcopal Church in Coving
ton. The organization's name changed to Commit
tee for Kids in 1987 and then to Family Nurturing

woolen manufacturing at Lowell, Mass., for two

Center in 1993.

years. In 1866 the Woodhead family moved to Fal

Today the Family Nurturing Center is one of
the largest affiliates of Prevent Child Abuse Ken
tucky. The center became a United Way Member
Agency in 1988 and later an affiliate ofthe National
Family Nurturing Center, located in Park City,
Utah. The local center's programs and services are
rooted in the cross-cultural nurturing philosophy
of Stephen Bavolek, Ph.D. In 1999 the Family Nur
turing Center's board of directors reaffirmed the
following philosophy as the guide for the agency's
services: families are capable of incorporating love
and respect for family members; the daily life of
families requires structure and discipline that is
balanced with open communication, laughter, and
fun; families can learn the skills necessary to create
a nurturing environment for members; alterna
tives exist to spanking as a form of discipline; chil
dren are entitled to be and to feel safe in a healthy,
nurturing environment; and environments should
be free of physical, sexual, emotional, and verbal

mouth, where Joshua built the Falmouth Woolen

Mill on Water St. There they created the now
famous Pendleton blankets. Joshua Woodhead
continued in this business until his death, and

eventually, two of his sons, Joseph and John, took
over the operation of the mill.
Joseph Woodhead, who was born in 1854,
married Elizabeth Kennett, and they had five sons
who worked in the family's mill at various times.
Joseph gave much of his time to civic endeavors for
the city of Falmouth and founded the Woodhead
Funeral Home, which celebrated its 100th anni

versary in 2002.

Charles Kennett, a nephew of Joseph Wood
head, explained in a letter to the Falmouth Out
look: “The last ownership of the old Falmouth
Woolen Mill, to my knowledge was my uncle Jo
seph Woodhead, for whom my two older brothers
and I all worked in the mill at various times before

we left Falmouth for other fields. I being the last to
leave in 1905. During three summers I operated
three of the machines in the preparation of making
blankets, yarn and other woolen goods. My broth
ers wove blankets, some of which may still be in
use in Pendleton Co. homes. Uncle Joseph ran the
spinner and also worked in the mill."
Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of
Pendleton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d.
(ca. 1994].

Woodhead family files, Pendleton Co. Public Library,
Falmouth, Ky.
Mildred Belew

abuse.

Pioneers involved with the Family Nurturing
Center, such as Kathy Kunkel-Mains, Kathy Col.
lins, and Mike Farrell, helped to form and shape
the agency in response to the needs of the commu
nities the agency serves. Literally thousands of in
dividuals have contributed ideas, time, talent, and

financial resources to make the Family Nurturing
Center a leader in child abuse prevention, educa
tion, intervention, and treatment. Today the
Family Nurturing Center has a budget of nearly
$800,000 and provides a continuum of specialized
service programs touching the lives of more than
20,000 people each year.

FAMILY NURTURING CENTER. The Family

Nurturing Center in Florence, Ky., is a private non
profit agency, with a mission to end child abuse
and promote individual well-being and healthy re
lationships within families and their communities.
Services are provided primarily to residents of
Boone, Campbell, Grant, Kenton, and Pendleton
counties in Kentucky, but there are no geographic
restrictions. Initial work to form the agency was
begun as early as 1975 by a group of citizens and
community leaders concerned about the problem
of child abuse. The group shared a common con
cern for children, had a vision of the need to help
build safe, nurturing families, and was willing to
act on their beliefs. This visionary group learned
that Northern Kentucky residents, unfamiliar
with the law, were not reporting child abuse to the
authorities. The very first program, Parents Anon
ymous, was established in September 1978 at the
YMCA in Covington. Since then, the agency's
services have evolved based on community needs
and available funding.
The agency incorporated in 1979 and was
known as Citizens Committee Against Child Abuse.
Initially it operated from a volunteer's basement

Agency archives: scrapbooks, annual reports, and
news clippings, Family Nurturing Center, Flor
ence, Ky.
“Center to Fight Child Abuse Has a New Name and
Home,” KP, April 24, 1993, 13K.
“Group Therapy to Begin," KP, August 14, 1997, 2B,

Herms, Jane, executive director, Family Nurturing
Center. Interview by Patricia Nagelkirk, December
2005, Florence, Ky.
“New Director Named," KP, April 24, 1996, 2K.
“N. Ky Agencies Get $5.1 Million,” KP, December 14,

acre farm that they purchased in Warren Co., Pa.
To support his family, Charles Farny operated a
sawmill on their farm; their home was a small log
cabin. Charles and Jeannette home-schooled their

children, with the help of a part-time tutor, who
lived with the family for about three months each
year. It was at the family's farm that Henry had his
first contact with American Indians; they were
members of the Onandaigua tribe, who lived on
a nearby reservation.
In 1859 the family left the backwoods and
sought a more comfortable life in a large city. They
bought a 28-foot raft, on which they loaded their
belongings, and floated down the Ohio River to
Cincinnati. Henry attended Woodward High
School in Cincinnati for about two years. In 1862,
when Charles Farny became seriously ill, Henry
had to leave school and support the family. Henry
was age 16 when his father died on December 19,
1863. He held several different jobs, first as a book
keeper, then as a decorator, and later as a lithogra
pher in Cincinnati for Gibson & Company (see
Gibson Greeting Cards Inc.). During the Civil
War, Farny drew war-related sketches, which ap
peared in several publications. The sketches were
not of exceptional quality but demonstrated that
he had some artistic talent. In 1865 he took a posi
tion with Harper's Weekly as an engraver, illustra
tor, and cartoonist, and periodically worked for
Harper's over the next 35 years. In 1867 the young
artist traveled to New York City, then to Rome and
later to the art centers of Germany. In Rome he
studied art under the renowned painter Thomas
Buchanan Read and the sculptor Randolph Rog
ers. When Read accepted him as a student, he in
vited Farny to live with him during his training.
Farny worked as a secretary and studio assistant to
Read but was never permitted to help with any
of Read's paintings. Farny painted in his room at
nightbut longed for the day when he could have his
own studio. In July 1868 Farny left Read's employ
ment and moved to Düsseldorf, Germany, for ad
ditional training. About that time Farny created one
of his first significant paintings, which he called
Landscape. At Düsseldorf Farny met an Ameri
can artist, Albert Bierstadt, who painted mostly
western American landscapes. Bierstadt was quite
impressed with the young painter's talent and en
couraged him to continue his education for at least
another year. He also suggested that Farny visit the
Rocky Mountains for inspiration. In 1868 Farny
inherited 1,200 francs from an aunt, which he used

1994, 11 A.

Patricia Nagelkirk
FARNY, HENRY F. (b. July 15, 1847, Ribeauville,
France; d. December 23, 1916, Cincinnati, Ohio).
This artist of American Indian culture was born

François Henri Farny but in later life anglicized his
name to Henry Frank Farny. He was the third child
of carpenter Charles Farny and Jeannette Wey
band Farny. The family immigrated to the United
States in September 1853, to escape religious and
political persecution in their homeland, France.
They landed in New York City, where they stayed
for about three months, and then moved to a 165

for two additional years of training in Europe.
While visiting Munich, he met the talented Ken
tucky artist Frank Duveneck.
Farny arrived in Northern Kentucky in 1874
but had a difficult time finding work as a painter. To
support himself, he continued to do illustrations
for Harper's Weekly. He also illustrated a local
brochure for the Procter and Gamble Company,
books printed by Van Antwerp and Company,
and promotional material about the city's pork
packing industry for the Cincinnati Chamber of
Commerce. The latter work won him a medal at

the Vienna International Exposition in Vienna,
Austria.

FAUNA (VERTEBRATE)

In summer 1874 Farny joined with a young
Cincinnati Enquirer reporter, Lafcadio Hearn, to

publish a humorous weekly magazine that they
called Ye Giglampz; however, it failed after only
nine issues. In May 1875 Farny and Duveneck
worked together on a huge oil painting of Joan of
Arc, called Prayer on a Battlefield. That August,
Farny again traveled to Europe, this time with Du

veneck and two other artists, Frank X. Dengler and
John Henry Twachtman, remaining there for about
a year.

Farny served as one of the major illustrators for
a new version of the McGuffey Readers, published
in 1879. By 1880 he had been a practicing painter
for about 15 years and was also well known for his

Carter, Denny. Henry Farny, New York. Watson

mum), johnny (E. nigrum), orangethroat (E. spect

Guptill Publications, in cooperation with Cincin

able), rainbow (E. caeruleum), and others. Creek
chubs (Semotilus atromaculatus) and northern

nati Art Museum, 1978.

Cincinnati Art Museum. The Golden Age: Cincinnati
Painters of the Nineteenth Century Represented
in the Cincinnati Art Museum. Cincinnati: Cin
cinnati Art Museum, 1979.

"Farny, His Flitting to Ohio Is Kentucky's Loss," KJ,
March 6, 1893, 4.

“Farny House Debate Is Settled Once and for All," KP,
"Farny Weds His 18 Year Old Ward," KP, August 16,
1906, 1.

Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati.

Vitz, Carl. “Henry F. Farny and the McGuffey Read
ers," Bulletin of the Historical and Philosophical
Jack Wessling

1892, he illustrated for Harper's, Century, and
other similar publications but began spending
more of his time painting western scenes in both
oil and watercolor. He completely phased out his
illustration work in the early 1890s, to concentrate
on American Indian artwork. Farny began spend
ing considerable time in the West, where he met
future U.S. president Theodore Roosevelt and was
adopted into the Sioux Indian tribe. During that
time Farny collected Indian artifacts, relics, photo
graphs, and other materials, which he used in later
paintings.
From about 1890 to 1902, Farny lived in a Cov
ington duplex at 1029 Banklick St. and had his stu
dio in the other half of the building, 1031 Banklick

FAUNA (VERTEBRATE). French explorers
were the first Europeans to visit Boone Co.'s Big
Bone Lick. They arrived in 1739 and collected
bones and teeth from an extinct group of mam
mals that included the giant ground sloth (My
lodon sp.), the mastodon (Mammut americanus),
the large bison (Bison antiquus), the musk ox
(Bootherium sp.), a giant moose-like deer (Cerval
ces scotti), the mammoth (Mammathus sp.), the
caribou (Rangifer sp.), and the horse (Equus cf.
compliatus). Modern bison (Bison bison), Ameri

St. In 1902 he moved his studio to Fourth and Race

were also found in various excavations, most nota

Sts. in Cincinnati. That same year, he bought a

bly by a scientific team from the University of
Nebraska during the 1960s. Time and land-use
changes have altered most of the habitats in North
ern Kentucky. Few pristine areas remain, and the
species now present may not be the same as in ear
lier times. Some species that were nearly extermi
nated have made comebacks, alien species have
been added, and some of the latter have replaced
nativespecies. Thespecies listed below are regarded
as representative of the Northern Kentucky verte
brate fauna today.

sidered him a confirmed bachelor, but in August
1906, at age 59, he married his 18-year-old ward,
Anna Ray. The couple honeymooned in the Cana
dian wilderness and set up housekeeping at the
Cold Spring farm, where they lived until 1910.
Their only child, Daniel, was born in 1908 while
the Farnys were living at Cold Spring. The house is
presently owned and operated as the Campbell

can elk (Cervus canadensis), and white-tailed

deer (Odocoileus virginianus), extant species,

Fish

Hundreds of Farny’s pencil sketches, water
colors, and oil paintings are held in museums
around the world and in the homes of private

In 1820 Constantine Rafinesque, a scientist from
Translvania University in Lexington, published
Ichthyologia Ohiensis, in which he listed 111 spe
cies of fish for the Ohio River; approximately 90
percent of these were newly described. In the en
suing years, the Ohio River has experienced alter
ations due to siltation, pollution, alien introduc
tions, and especially the effects of damming that
have caused shifts in the population levels of na
tive species. The gizzard shad (Dorosoma cepedi
anum) is perhaps the most abundant fish in the
river, but other rough fish including various spe

masters as Frederick Remington, Charles Russell,
John Singer Sargent, and James Whistler. Some of
Farny’s most famous paintings were Hiawatha,
Tellers of the Plain, The Last Vigil, Coming of
the White Man, and Song of the Talking Wire.
In addition to his artwork, Farny also occasion
ally wrote short stories and acted in various
plays. In Northern Kentucky he was a close
friend and contemporary of two of Covington's
most celebrated artists, Frank Duveneck and
Dixie Selden.

After a short illness, Henry Farny died in the
Deaconess Hospital, Cincinnati. He was cremated
and his ashes were buried in Spring Grove Ceme
tery, Cincinnati. His wife, Anna, and his son, Dan
iel, survived him. At the time of his death, Farny
was living at 424 Straight St. in Cincinnati.

Largemouth bass (Micropterus salmoides)
and bluegill (Lepomis macrochirus) have been
widely stocked in farm ponds across the area but

also are abundant stream and riverspecies.
Amphibians
salamanders) that have been reported for Boone,
Campbell, and Kenton counties perhaps are rep
resentative for the region. The redback salaman
der (Plethodon cinereus) is generally confined to
the glacial areas of Boone and Kenton counties
but is perhaps the most abundant salamander in
the region. In spring-fed streams, dusky salaman
ders (Desmognathus fuscus) are common. Am
bystomid salamanders are uncommon except
locally.
Frogs, especially bullfrogs (Rana catesbeiana)
and green frogs (R. clamitans), are commonly
found; however, there appears to be a decline in the
leopard frog (R. pipiens) numbers. The American
toad (Bufo americanus) is more commonly en
countered than the Fowler's toad (B. woodhousii).

Reptiles
The 24 species of reptiles (turtles, snakes, and liz
ards) reported for Boone, Campbell, and Kenton
counties also seem to be representative for North
ern Kentucky. Eastern box turtles (Terrepene
carolina) are commonly encountered throughout
much of the region. Distributions of other turtles
are less well known. Lizard populations are not
well known, however, native species such as the
broadhead skink (Eumeces laticeps) and the fence
swift (Scleporus undulatus) may be less abundant
than in the past. Populations of the introduced Eu
ropean wall lizard (Podarcis muralis) have ex
panded throughout the Cincinnati area, on both
sides of the Ohio River.

Lodge.

collectors. His work ranks with such American

in smaller streams.

The 24 species of amphibians (frogs, toads, and

Society of Ohio 12, no. 2 (April 1954). 91–108.

“shady farm") along what is today Skyline Dr. in
Cold Spring. Friends and associates of Farny con

hogsuckers (Hypentelium nigricans) also are found

January 13, 1987, 1K.

artwork in children's books. Between 1880 and

farm, which he named Umberville (Latin for
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cies of minnows, suckers, and catfish have been

successful. The freshwater drum (Aplodinotus
grunniens), gars (Lepisosteus spp.), and the intro
duced carp (Cyprinus carpio) are fairly abundant.
The Licking and Kentucky rivers have undergone
similar environmental and biotic changes.
Smaller streams and creeks, especially the less
polluted ones, maintain strong populations of dart
ers, especially greenside (Etheostoma thalassi

The most commonly observed snakes in the
region are the black rat snake (Elaphe obsoleta)
and the garter snake (Thamnophis sirtalis) across
the uplands and the northern water snake (Ner
odia sipedon) and the queen snake (Regina sep
temvittata) along streams. The only poisonous
snake found in the region is the copperhead (Ag
kistrodon contortrix), and its numbers appear
to be declining because of loss of habitat. Other
snakes are secretive in nature and their status is
uncertain.

Birds

The status of breeding bird populations at the
Boone Co. Cliffs Nature Preserve are as well docu

mented as any in Kentucky. There, vireos, warblers,
woodpeckers, wrens, and nuthatches appear to be
abundant. Great horned owls are confined to older

forest remnants. However, owing to fragmentation
of forests, brown-headed cowbirds have increased.

Introduced species, especially the starling, the
house finch, the house sparrow, and the rock dove,
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FEARN FAMILY

are most noticeable around human habitations.

Christmas bird counts have revealed long-and
short-term shifts in populations, especially those

FEARN FAMILY. In an age when land specula
tion was common and starting a family business
was routine, the Fearn family of Hunter's Bottom
in Carroll Co. was unique in the number and
scope of their entrepreneurial activities. Over four
generations, the Fearns built a substantial fortune
based on utilization of 1,000 acres of prime Ohio
River bottomland and of a large gristmill in Mil
ton, in Trimble Co. Members of the Fearn family
served as trustees of local turnpike toll roads and
were owners of an Ohio River packet steamer busi
ness and a fruit company. In addition, family
members speculated on timber tracts in Jackson

of the eastern bluebird and the Carolina wren.

Co., Ind., and owned mercantile locations near the

Some birds, especially the red-tailed hawk, appear
to have taken advantage of open country along
roadways.

wharf at Madison and at other locations along the

Canada goose populations around suburban lakes
and ponds have dramatically increased to nuisance
levels.

The expansion of urban and suburban areas
has allowed shifts in populations and species to oc
cur. Northern cardinals, catbirds, mocking birds,
and bluejays are common neighborhood residents.
The widespread use of bird feeders has benefited
such species as the ruby-throated hummingbird,
the Carolina chickadee, and the tufted titmouse.

Mammals

Although large mammals such as elk and buffalo
disappeared from the region long ago, some large
mammals, most notably white-tailed deer, have
experienced great population increases. Reintro
ductions of beavers (Castor canadensis) and ot
ters (Lontra canadensis) have also been success

ful. Coyotes (Canis latrans) have expanded their
geographic range into the region and are now a
problem.
The most abundant mammal species are small
and secretive—white-footed mice (Peromyscus
leucopus), short-tail shrews (Blarina brevicauda),
and meadow voles (Microtus pennsylvanicus).
Feral house mouse (Mus musculus) populations
have expanded as human population has expanded
across the region. Other native species that have
adapted to human modifications of the environ
ment are the opossum (Didelphis virginiana) and
the raccoon (Procyon lotor). Bats, most notably
big brown bats (Eptesicus fuscus) and little brown
bats (Myotis lucifugus), are most successful around
human settlements.

Woodchucks (Marmota monax) and eastern

chipmunks (Tamias striatus) are often encoun
tered throughout the region. Black squirrel (Sciu
rus caroliniensis) populations in the Fort Mitchell
area are of local interest.

Barbour, R. W., and W. H. Davis. Mammals of Ken
tucky. Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1974.

Ferner, J. W., P. J. Krusling, and M. Obermeyer. A
Survey of Reptile Populations in Boone, Kenton,
and Campbell Counties, Kentucky. Final Report.
Cincinnati: Cincinnati Gas and Electric, 2000.

Krusling, P. J., and J. W. Ferner. Distribution and
Status of Amphibians in the Northern Tier

Counties of Kentucky. Final Report. Cincinnati:
Cincinnati Gas and Electric, 1993.

Page, L M., and B. M. Burr. Freshwater Fishes. Bos

Ohio River. The Fearns became the wealthiest fam

ily in Hunter's Bottom; yet by the end of the 19th
century, many of the family members had died or
moved away and their steamboats had been sold.
But five of the antebellum mansions built by this
family from profits made in the steamboat busi
ness still stand—reminders of the golden age of
steamboats on the Ohio.

In 1803 the Fearn family started a financial
empire when Samuel Fearn and his oldest son,
George Fearn, purchased 1,000 acres of prime Gal
latin Co. bottomlands along the Ohio River and
moved their family from Bourbon Co. to Hunter's
Bottom. A few years later Samuel Fearn Sr. (1807–
1888), another son of Samuel Fearn, was born. The

Fearns developed their farmland and, well before
1850, constructed a gristmill at Milton. Samuel Sr.

had the major interest in the mill, while George
Fearn began speculating in Indiana land at Madi
son and along the Ohio River on the Indiana side.
Although a bachelor, George built a large home
overlooking the river that he named Fearn Hill.
It was one of the grandest homes of the period.
Samuel Fearn Sr. married Elizabeth Owen of

Palmer-Ball, B., Jr. The Kentucky Breeding Bird At
las. Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1996.

nawha, a 152-foot sternwheeler, to the Louisville

Jr. and George, and five daughters, all of whom had

brought the Helen M. Gould, a faster boat, to

musical talent. The sprawling brick home Samuel
Sr. built is still occupied. Samuel Sr.'s chief interest
was the large flour mill at Milton, but, joining in

compete for commercial trade on the Ohio River.
According to Frederick Way, "a swap was made in
which Parsons acquired the Big Kanawha and the
White Collar Line bought the Helen M. Gould
with the proviso that Parsons would vamoose.”
Sometime before 1891, Captain S. S. Fearn moved
to Cincinnati and worked as a steamboat inspector
for 11 years before he died in 1905. By then, rail
roads crisscrossed Indiana, Kentucky, and Ohio.
The steamboat era was fading into its twilight and
was but a ghost of its former self.

business with his father, he became a trustee and
head in 1877 of the Carrollton and Louisville

Packet Company and in 1882 of the Milton and
Hunters Bottom Turnpike Road Company.
Samuel Fearn Jr., who was born in Hunters

Bottom in 1831, may have been the most enterpris
ing of all the Fearns. He married Annie Hitt in
1856, and shortly thereafter he and his brother,
George, moved to lands where there was a large
timber tract along the Muscatatuck River in Jack
son Co., Ind., southeast of Seymour, Ind. By the
mid-1860s, the brothers had moved back to Hunt
er's Bottom and Samuel Fearn Jr. had become in
steamboat business. He also became a trustee of

Schultz, C. B., L. G. Tanner, F. C. Whittmore Jr., L. L.

Ray, and E. C. Crawford. “Big Bone Lick, Kentucky:
A Pictorial Story of the Paleontological Excava

ried three times, first to Annie Hitt, then to Emma

William S. Bryant

With encouragement from Captain S.S. Fearn,
the White Collar Packet Line brought the Big Ka
Madison trade, and Fearn served briefly as its
captain. Shortly thereafter, Captain Sam Parsons

the North View Fruit Company and the Madison
and Bedford Turnpike Company. Samuel Jr. mar

tions and the Fauna Found Locally from 1962 to
1966,” University of Nebraska News46(1967).

Fla., to be used in steamboat commerce on the
Chattahoochee River.

Henry Co. in 1826, and they had two sons, Samuel

volved in both the flour milland the family's packet

ton: Houghton-Mifflin, 1991.

inherited a family home, Fearn Hill, from his uncle
in 1869 and married Maggie Porter. George was
the major advocate of his family's packet business
and in September 1877 launched the Maggie
Harper, which became their main steamboat.
George Fearn received his master's certificate as an
Ohio River steamboat captain in 1880 and raised
a family at Hunter's Bottom. At some point, he
moved south to Georgia and later died there in
1930. The Maggie Harper was a 133-foot stern
wheeler. Mostofits trips involved routine triweekly
round trips from Madison to Louisville, carrying
passengers and freight. In 1880, when the Bay
Brothers and the U.S. Mail Line brought a com
petitive 182-foot side-wheeler, the Minnie Bay, to
make daily trips from Louisville to Madison, the
Fearn family expanded their steamboat route and
founded, on August 31, 1880, The Louisville, Mad
ison, and Kentucky River Packet Company. As the
steamboat competition increased on the Ohio
River, the Maggie Harper entered upon the Ken
tucky River's commercial trade by running popu
lar steamboat excursions for groups. A newerboat,
the Fannie Fearn, was ordered by the Fearnsteam
boat company from the Howard Shipyards at Jef.
fersonville, Ind. The Fannie Fearn, using the ma
chinery taken from the Maggie Harper, was
delivered in 1886, and Captain S. S. Fearn was
listed as captain. But by then it was too late; the Bay
Brothers had absorbed the major and most lucra
tive part of the Fearn company's trade. The Fearns,
forced to liquidate their packet business, sold the
Fannie Fearn to an operator in Apalachicola,

Allen, Michael. Western Rivermen,

1763–1861.

Baton Rouge: Louisiana State Univ. Press, 1990.
Hunter, Louis C. Steamboats on the Western Riv
ers. New York: Dover, 1993.

Smith, Larry Douglas. The Fearns of Hunters
Bottom, Kentucky. Louisville, Ky: L. D. Smith,
1992.

Way, Frederick, Jr. Way's Packet Directory, 1848–
1994. Athens: Ohio Univ. Press, 1994.
Diane Perrine Coon

McClaran, and then to Bettie P. Craig. He had one
son, Samuel S. Fearn, known as Captain S.S. Fearn,
and four daughters; all of the daughters died at rel
atively youngages. Meanwhile, his brother, George,

FEDDERS, EDWARD L. (b. December 14, 1913,

Covington, Ky.; d. March 11, 1973, Pomato, Peru).

FERGUSON, BRUCE

Edward Fedders, the son of Frank J. and Mary V.
Schiffer Fedders, was one of two persons from the
region to rise to the rank of bishop within the Ro
man Catholic Church. Four of his siblings also en
tered Catholic religious orders. Both Edward and
his brother Albert became Maryknoll priests at the
Catholic Foreign Mission Society, based at Mary
knoll, N.Y.; three of their sisters joined the Bene

Nelson experiences could serve as models for other
such institutions in the South.

From 1866 until 1889 at Berea College, which
began as both a college and a 13-grade (K-12) pre
paratory school, at least half of the students en
rolled were African Americans. Thus, Fee's goal
of demonstrating that education should be color
blind was achieved. However, there developed a
period of turmoil and disagreement among the
trustees about sustaining this mission. The issue

dictine order of nuns. Edward attended St. John

Elementary School in Covington and St. Xavier
High School in Cincinnati. He joined the Mary

was settled when William Goodell Frost became

knoll order of missionaries in 1934 and, after his

Berea's new president in 1892. Fee, who had been
concentrating for years on his work as a minister,
no longer was in control, and the prevailing edu
cational thought in America favored "separate
but equal" education; Berea College was forced to
segregate after its unsuccessful legal attempts to
challenge the state's racist Day Law (1904). In
1950 the college was reintegrated. Fee, who saw
his noble dreams for Berea College come to an

ordination in 1944, was assigned to Peru. He was
one ofthe first Maryknoll priests assigned to South
America. Fedders became a specialist in educa
tional projects and his talents were quickly recog
nized. In 1963 he was made the bishop of Juli, Peru,
and was consecrated at the Cathedral Basilica of

the Assumption in Covington. In 1970 he suf.
fered a heart attack and in 1973 died from a second

end, died in 1901 and was buried in the Berea

attack, collapsing just as he finished saying Sunday
Mass. He had funerals both in Covington and in
Juli, Peru, where he was buried in a crypt at the
Julicathedral.
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Cemetery.
John G. Fee.

"Abolitionism," C1, May 1, 1852, 2.
"Bracken County Marker to Honor Abolitionist,

emancipation of Juliet and her son Henry. How

Lucas, Marion. A History of Blacks in Kentucky.
Vol. 1. Frankfort: Kentucky Historical Society,

Slave," KP. June 21, 2002, 3K.

Raver. Howard. "Covington-Born Bishop of Peru Dies
Saying Mass, KP March 12, 1973, 1–2.
Reis, Jim. "Only Bishop Born Here Built Pastoral

ever, after a move to Clermont Co., Ohio, Juliet re

1992.

Career around World." KP April 15, 2002,4K.

Michael R. Sweeney
FEE, JOHN GREGG (b. September 9, 1816,
Bracken Co., Ky; d. January 11, 1901, Berea, Ky.)
John Gregg Fee, a noted abolitionist and the
founder of Berea College, in Berea, was the son of
slaveholders John and Sarah Gregg Fee. He was
born on the family farm along Hillsdale Rd. near
Germantown, and Hillsdale was the location of his
first church and school. Fee attended Miami Uni

versity in Oxford, Ohio, and obtained a BA from
Augusta College before entering the Presbyte
rian Lane Theological Seminary in Cincinnati in
1842. A personal epiphany initiated his antislavery
convictions. When he returned home to Bracken

Co., he was met with angry mobs who did not sup

port his antislavery teachings. He was subjected
to beatings, ridicule, and finally banishment. The
American Missionary Society placed Fee in charge
of 15 to 20 young ministers, and Fee and these as
sociates were often accused of and charged with
enticing slaves to escape. In September 1844. Fee
married Matilda Hamilton, who shared his zeal

for advancing the rights and education of the
enslaved.
In 1854 Fee moved to Madison Co. at the in
ducement of his friend and fellow abolitionist

Cassius Marcellus Clay, who had given Fee 10
acres of land. However, their relationship did not
endure, since the two men took contrasting posi
tions about how to end slavery. Clay favored a grad
ual approach, whereas Fee maintained the need
for immediate emancipation.
Fee's belief in immediate emancipation
prompted him to purchase a family slave, Juliet
Miles, from his father to prevent her from being
sold. A court action followed that resulted in the

turned to Bracken Co. to attempt to rescue her
other children. This daring action was unsuccess
ful, she and her family were arrested and she was
remanded to the state penitentiary at Frankfort,
where she died two years later.
By 1859 Fee had proposed an abolitionist col
ony at Berea in Madison Co., along with a co
educational, integrated college. Berea College,
based on the New Testament principle of "open
mindedness," was intended to be similar to Ober

lin College in Ohio. Just as he and his colleagues
were preparing to open their new school, the aboli
tionist John Brownledhisattack on Harper's Ferry
in Virginia. Slaveholders from Madison Co. de
cided the abolitionist Fee represented a similar
threat, and on December 23, 1859, aband of prom
inent citizens and slaveholders from nearby Rich
mond rode to Berea and told Fee and his associates

they had 10 days to leave the state. When the gover
nor of Kentucky, Beriah Magoffin (1859–1862), re
fused to help the Berea abolitionists, Fee and his
associates fled to Ohio. Thus, the college at Berea
failed to open as planned. It opened in 1866, one
year after the Civil War (1860–1865) had ended.
During the war, Fee kept in touch with the situa
tion in Berea by occasionally visiting relatives
and churches there.

Fee also returned to Kentucky during the war
to offer food, shelter, and the promise of education
to recently freed slaves reporting to Camp Nelson,
a Union recruitment center in Jessamine Co. not

far from Berea. While he was at Camp Nelson, Fee,
now a Union Army chaplain, founded a trade
school for former slaves, the Ariel Academy. Fee's
work with freed slaves in Kentucky and his earlier
plans to build an interracial college with biblical
underpinnings delivered a hopeful message to
Northern abolitionists that the Berea and Camp

Sears, Richard D. The Day of Small Things: Abolition
ism in the Midst of Slavery, Berea, Kentucky, 1854–
1864. Lanham, Md.: Univ. Press of America, 1986.
Caroline R. Miller

FERGUSON, BRUCE (b. March 21, 1929, Cov

ington, Ky.) Bruce Ferguson, who became a North
ern Kentucky judge, is the son of Walter and Shir
ley Rice Ferguson. Walter Ferguson was very active
in the community and in the Democratic Party.
Bruce married Elizabeth Reynolds in 1951, and
they have five children. In 1967 he earned his BA in
history and political science from Thomas More
College in Crestview Hills. Asayoungman, Bruce
Ferguson was involved in many organizations.
During the early 1950s, he served as president of
the Big Bone Lick Historical Association, a group
that succeeded in establishing Big Bone Lick as
a Kentucky state park in 1958.
Ferguson's political career spans more than
40 years. He first served on the Boone Co. Board
of Education from 1955 to 1961 and then became

the Boone Co. judge. He served as judge from
1963 to 1982 and again from 1986 to 1992. Dur
ing this tenure, he opened the county's first hospi
tal, started a county water system, and developed
the Northern Kentucky Tri-County Economic
Development Corporation, thereby helping to
build Boone county into the thriving area it is
today.
In 1992 he resigned as Boone Co. judge to ac

cept the position of commissioner of the Depart
ment of Local Governments under Kentucky gov
ernor Brereton Jones(1991–1995). Ferguson retired
in 1996 and returned to Boone Co. Although he
retired from seeking public office in 2001, after
serving on the Boone Co. Soil Conservation
Board, he remains very active in the community,

324

FERGUSON, HUBBARD “HUB”

often delivering speeches to local civic groups. He

ferry licenses for Kentucky before it gained state

he could control the direction of the boat with a

lives at Glencairn Farm, which has been in his

hood, such as the license for a ferry at Limestone
Landing (now Maysville).

long sweep or oar. If the pilot wanted to go faster,
he would tell the deckhands to grab the horses'

family for generations.

American Indians crossed rivers with vari

tails, causing them to walk faster and pull harder

ous types of ferries. Each Indian tribe had certain
specific design features that suited its conditions
for use. In general, though, if an individual or a
small group needed a ferry, a collapsible skin boat

on the treads. Rowing the horse ferry was next to
impossible on a windy day. Therefore, sails were

Ferguson, Bruce. Interview by Laurie Wilcox, Sep
tember 14, 2005, Union, Ky.

Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons
to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co.
Bicentennial Book Committee, 1998.

was made. These boats could be constructed in
Laurie Wilcox

FERGUSON, HUBBARD “HUB” (b. Decem
ber 18, 1889, Gallatin Co., Ky.; d. June 18, 1954,
Gallatin Co., Ky). Gallatin Co. sheriff Hubbard
Ferguson, the son of William and Julia Sanders
Ferguson, disappeared on the night of June 18,

about two hours by sewing three or four deerskins
together over a frame. For larger groups, the birch
bark canoe was the most popular, but dugout or
elm-bark canoes were also used. The dugouts were
made from oak, pine, or chestnut wood. The Indi
ans would cut a tree down and then use fire, hot

stones, and gouging to shape and hollow the log

used. However, if the current was swift and the

wind in full force, sails could create a problem by
diverting the ferry to a point far below the land
ing. It took several good horses per day to operate
a busy ferry. The hulls of the horse ferries were
usually made of oak. Some were framed with
straight boards of oak that were cut across their
width, steamed, and then bent on a mold to the

proper shape. A Royal Navy shipwright in En
gland, William Hookey, developed the technique

1954. He owned a farm that was located between

Lick Creek and Park Ridge Rds. near Sparta, Ky.,
and had visited the farm's tenant at the farm ear

lier that evening. Ferguson's abandoned car was
found on Park Ridge Rd. the next day, and his gun
was missing from the car's glove compartment.
His friends organized a search party, and hundreds
responded; but it was not until two farmers noticed
that their horses shied away every time they disked
weeds near a certain section of Eagle Creek that
the sheriff's dead body was found. Ferguson had
been shot above the right ear, and a heavy railroad
tie plate had been tied around his neck.
The motive was a mystery. County judge Earl
Spencer said, “Hub just wasn't the type of man to
get into trouble." Ferguson lived alone in an apart
ment in Warsaw. He had separated earlier from his

wife of 30 years and had been divorced only a year

into a dugout canoe. Each dugout canoe took 10 to
12 days to complete and could hold from 3 to 40
people.
As the early white settlers moved into the Ohio
River Valley, they used dugout canoes too, as well
as pirogues and flat-bottomed boats, for river
crossing. The first small ferries that carried passen
gers could be paddled, rowed, or poled in the shal
low waters when the river was low. Sail-propelled
scows were another type. However, sail ferries were
notoriously unreliable, because the winds often
did not blow when needed or in the right direction
to push the ferry across the river.
At narrow crossings, many of the early ferries
were flatboats, about 45 feet long; one man would
pull the boat with a rope or wire stretched from
bank to bank. The rope ferries worked very well, as
long as the rope could be kept above the water. The

of sawing, steaming, and bending timbers for

cable was first stretched across the river, and the

pectations, such askeeping a passable road leading
from the ferry. Because there was little traffic in the
early days, ferries did not run every day, but as set
tlements developed, ferries developed a schedule.
The early ferries were called by the owner's name,
such as Dufour's Ferry and George Ash's ferry.

frames.
As the number of travelers increased, steam

ferries replaced the horse-propelled ferries. The
original paddle side-wheeler steam ferries were
built to accommodate a lighter volume of horse
drawn vehicles. Then when most of the ferry traffic
consisted of larger and heavier vehicles, the side
loading boats were replaced with end-loading
vessels and new causeways to make loading and
off-loading easier. End-loading allowed the vehi
cles to load at one end of the vessel and unload at
the other. Such ferries were double-ended and able

to proceed equally well in either direction. Later,
diesel electric propulsion became more efficient
and replaced the steam ferries.
Early ferry licenses were granted to individu
als, and licensees were directed to meet certain ex

before his death. The Gallatin Co. News de

scribed him as "not the most popular man in the
county, but the least disliked." Various news re
ports characterized him as a loner, a nondrinker,
and not a ladies' man.

More than 25 persons were given lie-detector
tests, some as suspects, some merely to get good
information, but none of those tested provided
suitable leads. More than 200 people were ques
tioned. The gun was never found. Former Gallatin
County News editor Charles Adams argued that

front of the ferry was attached with a sliding hitch.
The current would exert force on the drifting back
end and push the boat against the current. How
ever, rope exposed to the weather over a period of
time was likely to break. It snapped usually when
the strain was heavy, such as when spring rains
brought strong currents and floodwaters. At such
times, passengers and ferryman could only hope
that as the flatboat and all on board floated down

stream, the boat would drift to either shore, not far

the death was a suicide, but most of the authorities

and was survived by one son. He was buried at the

below the landing place. In the 19th century, wire
replaced the rope used for ferries. Wire ferries were
inexpensive, easy to operate, and simple. Horses
and buggies were able to make the trip in sufficient
time, and the operation of these ferries was easier

Warsaw Cemetery.

on the operator's back than using poles and oars.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 11175, for the year

By 1819 the horse ferry, also called a teamboat,
was introduced on the Ohio River. In that year, a
large boat propelled by eight horses was in service
at Maysville. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant wrote about
that ferry in his memoirs. Horse boats were long
and wide enough that some were operated with as
many as eight horses. The horses, usually blind (or
wearing blinders), worked in a treadmill well in

and citizens in the community believed foul play
was involved. The murder remains unsolved. Hub

Ferguson was 64 years old at the time of his death

1954.

“Year-Old Slaying of Gallatin County Sheriff Still
Unsolved,” KP, June 26, 1955, 1.

Bernie Spencer
FERRIES. Ferries, among the first public utilities
in the United States, played a major role in the his
tory of Northern Kentucky, even before Kentucky
became a state. They provided the link to Indiana
and Ohio for westward expansion, economic de
velopment, and the growth of roads. Winthrop
Sargent, the territorial secretary and sometimes
governor of the Northwest Territory, signed many

the back of the boat. The treadmill was attached to

paddlewheels, one on either side of the ferry. Two
horses, walking in place on opposite sides of the
tread-wheel, generated enough power to turn the
two side wheels. The driver sat in the back close to

the horses but also near enough to the stern that

Later they were named for a family member or a
location, such as the Martha A. Graham or the

Ohio (River). In early years, the license was granted
to run only one way across the river, so some ferry
owners bought land on both sides of the river in
order to have a more profitable business.
At first, the local county courts determined the
toll rates. Gallatin Co. Order Book B described the

change inferry rateforaferry on the Kentucky River
near Carrollton on June 11, 1810: "The rate of

Thomas Carraco's ferry will be nine pence for a man
and horse and four pence and halfpenny for a single
horse instead of rates established at the last court."

Since the water could be treacherous with floating
ice in the winter, the rate could be increased. For in

stance, Gallatin Co. Order BookB stated on January
13, 1812: “Ordered the owner of the ferry across the
Ohio, opposite the mouth of Kentucky, be allowed
37 1/2 cents for taking a man and horse across the
river during the three winter months." The Ken
tucky legislature later set the fees that could be
charged. Ferrymen were not allowed to charge atoll
for mail stages, funeral processions, or ministers.
The first ferries were spaced fairly close to
gether when travel was by oxen, mules, or horses,

FIDELITY INVESTMENTS

and even after automobiles became fairly com
mon, because of the number of miles people had to
travel. Kentucky law required that ferries had to be
at least one mile from each other. In the early days,
the ferries quit running at sundown; rarely did
people travelaſterdark, becausedangersabounded.
The overland trails were treacherous enough dur
ing the daytime, horses needed to rest, and the
traveler sought a good place to sleep, many times at
a tavern, a ferry-house, or an inn. Usually travelers
stayed overnight in the vicinity of the ferry, since

near Constance and Boude's Augusta Ferry at
Augusta.
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FIDELITY INVESTMENTS. One of the newer

corporate residents of Covington is the Boston

that is where the settlements were established. Fer

ries that operated at the end of a major route from
Virginia or Tennessee or across the mountains of
Kentucky that connected with another state were
the most profitable, such as those at Maysville,
Covington, Ghent, and Carrollton.
Before the building of the dams on the Ohio
River, the water level was uncertain for navigation
(see Ohio River Navigation). At times ofdrought,
one could walk across the river in places. At other
times, after a major rain, a ferry was a necessity. The
U.S. Congress appropriated funds to build damson
the Ohio River in order to provide a channel at least
nine feet deep between Pittsburgh, Pa., and Cairo,
Ill. The Fernbank, Ohio, Dam opened in 1911; the
McVille, Ky., Dam in 1921; and the Markland, Ind.,
Wicket Dam in 1921. Once the nine-foot channel

was created, the use of the ferries increased.

Many stories accompany the history of the
Northern Kentucky ferries. The Marquis de Lafay
ette, a hero of the Revolutionary War, was per
sonally escorted across the Ohio River to Cincin
nation a small barge ferry at Covington during his
tour of the United States in 1825. Beasley's ferry at
Maysville was very popular in the 1800s, because
Beasley had a large house on the Ohio side of the
river where he married couples wanting to elope. It
had a thriving business until the opening of the
Simon Kenton Memorial Bridge at Maysville
in 1931. The Augusta Ferry was involved during
the Civil War in the escape of Confederate general
John Hunt Morgan's Raiders.
The Brent Ferry in Campbell Co. catered to en

Northern Kentucky Ferries

In the following list, a single year indicates when the company or ferry was licensed. For some companies and fer
ries, no specific date is available; their placement in the list may be taken to indicate roughly when they operated. In

the case of crossingslisted with no further details, it is known only that a licensed ferry operated at those places. The
crossing locations are arranged upstream to downstream for the Ohio River only.
OHIO RIVER FERRIES

Maysville, Ky. (Limestone Landing), to Aberdeen, Ohio
Nathan Ellis Ferry
William Brooks Ferry

1795

Benjamin Sutton Ferry

1795

Mr. York Ferry
John Taylors Ferry
Edmund Martins Ferry
Jacob Boone Ferry
J. K. Ficklins Ferry
William B. Campbell

1795

1797
1797–1827
1808
1818
1820

Gleaner

Shanghai
Relief
Laurance

1925
1928

Kawanis

1931

South Ripley, Ky., to Ripley, Ohio
Maggie May

Proctor K. Smiley

1881
ca. 1882–1921

Senate City
New Richmond

Relief
Nora Belle

tertainment. Its sole mission was to transport per

W. S. Taylor Ferry

1935–1941

sons to the Coney Island Amusement Park/River
Downs Race Track in Ohio for a day of fun. It
ceased with the completion of the nearby I-275
bridge; its last owner was John D. Laughead.
George Ash's ferry at Carrollton (Port William)
posed notable dangers for a time, since Ash was
known for hiding along the riverbank and acting
as a decoy to rob early settlers. His actions did not

H & C Ferry

1951

continue long, because he was converted to reli
gion at an early tent revival. Captain William Mc
Coy operated a ferry service between the Ludlow
wharf and W. Fifth St. in Cincinnati. Ferry service
was vital to this area, but McCoy refused to operate
on a consistent schedule. In 1864, the town fathers

of Ludlow petitioned the state for a city charter,

thinking that an incorporated city could regulate
McCoy's ferry. This strategy failed and the prob
lem continued for another 20 years.
Northern Kentucky has two ferries still in op
eration on the Ohio River: the Anderson Ferry

Dover, Ky., to Levanna, Ohio

Augusta, Ky., to Boude's Ferry, Ohio
Edward Salts Ferry
John Coburn Ferry
James Bonwell Ferry
John Boude Ferry
Mr. Fleming Ferry
John Taylors Ferry
Augusta College Ferry
Dr. Joshua T. Bradford Ferry
Belle of Augusta
Dr. George Mackay
Whisper

1796
1796
1796
1798
ca. 1798

1820–1822
1822

1899

O'Neill

1900
ca. 1930

Mister Haines

(shut down in 1973, back in service by City Fathers
1976)
(Continued)
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based financial services company Fidelity Invest
ments. Located atop Winston Hill south of Lato
nia, in the northwestern quadrant where Ky. Rt. 16
(Taylor Mill Rd) crosses over I-275, the company's
188-acre campus has expanded Northern Ken
tucky's employment base.

Brent, Ky. (Campbell Co.), to Coney Island, Ohio
(Ferry company closed with the opening of the I-275 bridge)
James Bateman Ferry

1874

William Wilson

1899

Whoopee Girl

1933

John D

1934

Ferry Queen
Ferry Princess
Ferry Prince
Ferry Princess II

1940–1949

In 1943 Edward C. Johnson II took over man

agement of the Fidelity Fund (mutual fund) in
Boston, which had been founded in 1930. In 1946

he started the Fidelity Management and Research

Company as an adviser to the Fund. He believed
that through research and active management of
stocks, he could outperform the market in gen
eral. For many years, the company's successful
Magellen Fund did exactly that. In 1972 Edward
C. Johnson III succeeded his father as president of
the privately held enterprise. He began his career
with the growing company in 1957 as an analyst.
Fidelity Management and Research started to in
vest in infrastructure and technology, allowing
for growth in the retirement and outsourcing lines
of business. In the early 21st century, the firm at
tained the milestone of having $1 trillion in assets
under its management.
The firm became Fidelity Investments and
opened in Northern Kentucky in 1994, after ob
taining some lucrative tax breaks from local and
state government. Its first building was designed
by KZF Inc., of Cincinnati; its fourth building,
completed in 2008, has 360,000 square feet and
cost $144 million; at the same time, a 17,000

square-foot addition was added to Fidelity's main
building. The Commonwealth of Kentucky rec
ognized the importance of the firm when it
agreed to construct a 17-mile connector highway
from the west side of the Fidelity campus to Ky.
Rt. 17. Completed in 2007, the Highland Pk. (Ky.
Rt. 1072) extension spans the CSX railroad tracks
and Banklick Creek, providing additional
egress for Fidelity's campus and opening up an

1949–1968
1956–1978
1968–1978

Bradford, Ky., to Chilo, Ohio
Horse Ferry

1885–1895

Foster, Ky., to Neville, Ohio
Ivory, Ky., to Moscow, Ohio
New Richmond, Ky., to New Richmond, Ohio
Dayton, Ky., to Cincinnati
Newport, Ky., to Cincinnati

Robert Benham Ferry
Lady Gay
City of Newport

1792 (both banks of the Licking)
1865–1870
1882–1890

Covington, Ky., to Cincinnati

Francis Kennedy
Thomas Kennedy Ferry (see Thomas Kennedy)
Robert Benham Ferry
Samuel Kennedy
Main St. (Covington) Ferry
Scott St. Ferry

1789
1791

1792 (both banks of the Licking)
1815

19th century
19th century

Ludlow, Ky., to Cincinnati
Ludlow Ferry

19th century

Constance, Ky., to Sedamsville, Ohio (see Anderson Ferry)

other 100-plus acres for similar development

along its path.
Fidelity Investments has been a good corpo
rate citizen of the region. Its people are involved
in many activities to improve life in Northern
Kentucky, and the company has donated gener
ously to causes within the region. Fidelity has
joined with Northern Kentucky University
(NKU) to create a Fidelity call center on campus,
providing students with work experience on the
NKU campus. In early 2005, Newport native
Kevin Canafax, a 1982 graduate of Newport Cen
tral Catholic High School, was named the re
gional general manager of Fidelity Investments in
Covington.
Twenty years ago, Fidelity Investments rose to
prominence as a mutual fund company and be
came a financial services company; 10 years ago it
got into insurance, brokerage, and retirement
planning. With the knowledge of how large the de
mographic of the baby boomers will be, and all the
discretionary investment income they will have
available, Fidelity seeks to position itself to capture
that market and the millions of financial transac

tions that will be made by that group. Fidelity In
vestments in Covington will be the home of that

Raleigh Colston Ferry
George Anderson Ferry
John Wilson Ferry
Boone

ca. 1817
1817–1841
1865
1867–1874

Boone 2

1874–1885

Boone 3

1881–1890

Boone 4

1891–1909

Boone 5

1900–1918

Boone 6

1920–1936

Boone 7

1937

Boone 8

1964

Bullittsville, Ky., to Lawrenceburg, Ind.
Johnson Ferry

1804

Touseytown, Ky., to Lawrenceburg, Ind.
Moses Tousey Ferry
Samuel C. Vance

1820
1826

Capt. Thomas Porter
General A. Saunders Piatt Ferry
Judge Jacob Piatt Ferry
Charles Piatt Ferry

1835

Abram Piatt Sr.

1845

1842
1844

(Continued)
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product line. In 2008 Fidelity Investments em
ployed about 4,600 workers in Northern Kentucky,
including 4,400 at its main Covington campus,
100 in downtown Covington (see Covington,
Downtown), and 85 at Northern Kentucky Uni
versity. It is the sixth-largest private-sector em
ployer in Kentucky.
Driehaus, Bob. "Fidelity Names Canafax to Post," KP,
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Touseytown, Ky., to Lawrenceburg, Ind. (Continued)
Peter Hartmans Ferry
Robert Terrill

George Terrill
Capt. William Huff
Shirley T.
Pearl

1897
1927–1945

January 14, 2005, 1K.

"Fidelity a Boon to Local Economy," CP March 3,

Petersburg, Ky., to Aurora, Ind.

1999, 7B.

John Watts Ferry

1800–1815

John Grant

1806

John I. Flournoy

1806–1813

"Fidelity Celebrates Its Newest Building," KE, May
22, 2008, Bl.

Fidelity.com. www.fidelity.com (accessed on Decem
ber 8, 2006).

“Fidelity Tapping NKU for Workers,” KP October 29,
1998,6C.

“Firm Plans Scenic Campus,” KP, April 24, 1992, 1K.
“High Fidelity in Covington, SC, December 18, 2005,
4B.

Mitsoff, Tom. “Highland Pike Connector on Sched
ule,” KP, July 12, 2006, A2.
— "Work Begins on Fidelity Connector," KP June
14, 2006, A2.

Newberry, Jon. “Fidelity Will Be the No.2 Employer."

James Marshall
Archibald Huston

J. W. Loder Ferry
Swing Ferry
Buffington Ferry
Appleman Ferry
Frank Klopp Ferry
Jacob Klopp
Aurora

1937–1977

Everett Lee

1945–1958

KP June 3, 2005, IK.
Etta Belle

“Tax Break to Help Lure Brokerage,” KP, March 20,
1992, 1.

C.J. Ferry

Middle Creek, Ky., to Rice's Landing, Ind.
FIELDS, GREG (b. June 11, 1955, Fort Thomas,

Ky; d. April 15, 2002, Woodland Hills, Calif.).
Comedy writer Kenneth Gregory Fields was the

McVille Ferry
D. G. Rice Ferry
J. W. Rice Ferry

son of Kenneth and Joann Derrick Fields. He

grew up on the south side of Newport, on the hill
behind the shopping center, where he attended
Mildred Dean Grade School and Newport High
School, graduating from the latter in 1973. Fields
played quarterback on his high school football
team and guard in basketball. He earned a bas
ketball scholarship to Southwestern College (now
Rhodes College) in Memphis, Tenn. By age 14, he
knew what he wanted to do in life and worked

during high school as a stand-up comedian at lo
cal nightclubs (see Beverly Hills Supper Club).
While in college he opened for musical acts such
as, Brook Benton, Chuck Berry, and Jerry Lee

Lewis. In 1977 he moved to Los Angeles and took
a job delivering liquor as he began writing mate
rial for other comedians. He eventually wrote for
television shows such as The Tonight Show, The
Pat Sajak Show, Solid Gold, In Living Color,
The Parenthood, and The New Smothers Broth
ers Show. He went on to write for Dean Martin's

Roasts, and he wrote the 1986 Rodney Danger
field movie Back to School. Fields also scripted
the 1998 movie Garbage Picking, Football Kick
ing, Philadelphia Phenomenon. He authored
material for David Brenner, Jim Carey, Charo,
former president Gerald Ford, Bob Hope, Jay
Leno, Rich Little, Joan Rivers, and Slappy White.
Fields was a personal friend of Disney's Michael
Eisner, and he was known to financially help out

Rabbit Hash, Ky., to Rising Sun, Ind.
Edward Meeks Ferry Flat
James Alexander Wilson Ferry
James Carlton Ferry
George Carlton Ferry
James Calvert Ferry
John Q. A.Stephens
PembrokeS, Ryle
T. C. S. Ryle and William Rice Ferry
William P. Ryle
Leonard Clore

1830
1842–1850
1848

1848–1861
1852
1855
1856
1858
1859

Charles Craig
James Perkins
Jacob Piatt

1867

Robert Piatt

1872–1877

Richard S. Ryle
John Huey
Thomas Lumpkins
Benjamin Wilson
Josie Piatt and others
J. W. Whitlock

1874
1888
1890
1899
1899–1908
1906

Swan

Katie Platt Ferry
Kittie Whitlock

1911–1918
1922

See Me Passenger
Mildred

1922–1945

Rabbit Transit Company

1983

other comedians with whom he had worked. At

Gunpowder Creek, Ky. (just below Rabbit Hash), to Rising Sun, Ind.
age 46, while working on two movies and a car
toon pilot about a dysfunctional family, Fields

John Bush Ferry

died of a heart attack at his home in California

Lott North

1803–1810
1807

and was buried at Oakwood Memorial Cemetery

Johnson Ferry

1807

(Continued)
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in Woodland Hills. His wife, a son, and a daugh
ter survived him.

Steel's Creek, Brashear, Ky., to Patriot (Troy), Ind.

"Greg Fields, Respected Hollywood TV, Film Writer."
KP, April 22, 2002,6A.
Obituary, Variety, May 16, 2002. www.variety.com.
Michael R. Sweeney

Elisha Wade and James Hearick Ferry
R& CCoffin and Sylvanus Howe Ferry
Elijah H. Johnson Ferry
Judge McClure Ferry
Silas Howe Ferry

1819

1915

1836
1852

1881

FIFTH THIRD BANK. The Fifth Third Banko;

"“”

Cincinnati traces its origins to a bank founded in
1858, called the Bank of the Ohio Valley. That bank
was later acquired by the Third National Bank of
Cincinnati. Fifth Third Bank's present unique
name comes from the 1908 merger of the Fifth Na-

Warsaw, Ky., to Wiley's Landing/Florence, Ind.

tional Bank of Cincinnati with the city's Third
National Bank. Since that time, Fifth Third Bank
has acquired numerous other financial institutions

John P. Lillard, William R. Wiley, and A. Hinman
Ferry
Samuel Howards Ferry

and is today a large regional bank with numerous

Joseph Malin
Elijah Wiley
Kentucky Home

1846

Campbell, and Kenton, Fifth Third Bank acquired

Everett Lee

1930

the American National Bank of Newport, the

Hazels.
Pearl

1947
1950–1951

W.arsa W

1960

branches in 10 states.

In the Northern Kentucky counties of Boone,

Boone State Bank, the First

National Bank of Fal-

mouth, the Kentucky Enterprise Bank of Newport,
and the Security Bank of Covington.
One of Fifth Third Bank's important Northern
Kentucky acquisitions was the First National
-

-

-

x

-

-

Bank of Covington, located at the corner of Sixth

Henry Hampton Ferry
William Campbell Ferry
James Clancey Ferry

1814
1817
1821
1833

1836

1864

-

Kelli

d Troy D
ig Mamou, renamed 1roy

Big M.

1961
1977

Ethridge, Ky., to Markland, Ind.

St. and Madison Ave. That bank was established in

1864 by a group of prominent citizens, including

Taylor Beard

1882

A. Benedict & Sons

1883

members of the Shinkle family, who were also re
sponsible for the building of the John A. Roe
bling Bridge. Amos Shinkle, one of Covington's

Ghent (McCool's Creek), Ky., to Vevay, Ind.—two locations, a mile apart

leading citizens, served as the bank's first presi-

William Scott

1806

dent. In later years the First National Bank ab-

1807

sorbed the Merchants and Traders National Bank,

John Francois Dufour Ferry
George Craig Ferry

the Farmers and Traders Bank, and the First Na

Samuel Sanders Ferry

tional Bank of Latonia. The First National Bank's
impact on the health and growth of the Northern

John Sheets Ferry

1826
1830

Canary I

1848

Kentucky economy was considerable. With its fi
-

-

-

-

nancial assistance and guidance, many businesses
flourished in the area; it also played an important
...
role in the development of the Cincinnati/
-

-

-

-

•

-

-

*

•

canary II
Eva Everett I

1816

1872
1898

Eva Everett II
Robert T. Graham

1900–1917

Martha A. Graham

1942–1978

1918–1942

Northern Kentucky International Airport.
“Cincinnati Bank Backs Purchase of 1st National,”

KP. May 9, 1983, IK.
Fifth Third Bank. “History and Expansion." www.53
.com (accessed April 11, 2007).

Carrollton, Ky., to Lamb (Erin), Ind.
Charles Kilgore Ferry

1805

“Our Hundredth Birthday." KP (suppl.), December

James McKay

1806
1811

10, 1967.

-

Capt. George Ash Ferry
George Craig

FILMS AND FILMMAKING. Northern Ken-

Edward McIntire

tucky has been the backdrop for several major
motion pictures, filmed in locations from
Pompilio's Italian restaurant and the John A.
Roebling Bridge to Covington's historic railroad
passenger station (see Louisville and Nashville

Leedn
Mary Jo
Ohio
Indiana
Minnie

Railroad) and the small-town charm of commu.

David McKay

1811
1816

nities such as Augusta and Ludlow. High produc

tion costs and location licensing restrictions in

LICKING RIVER FERRIES

Los Angeles and New York have made shooting
movies elsewhere, such as in the Northern
Kentucky—Cincinnati area, increasingly appealing to directors and producers. Filmmakers also

Falmouth, Ky.
Alvin Mountjoy

look for new scenery to interest audiences who are
tired of familiar landscapes. Since 1987 the his

John Sanders
William Anderson

-

-

1795

(Continued)

FINNELL, JOHN WILLIAM, GENERAL

toric architecture, the rolling hills, and the river
ambience of Covington, Newport, and Cincinnati
have provided the settings for many major motion
pictures.
A large-scale motion picture production fa
cility was considered for Northern Kentucky long
before the heyday of Hollywood. In 1915 the
newly formed Highland Film Company of New
York investigated sites in the Highlands (Fort
Thomas) and later in the Lagoon Amusement
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Carrollton, Ky., to Prestonville, Ky.
1804

James Coghill
William Fauntleroy
James Spoull

1804
1809

Thomas Carraco

1808–1810

Abner Hanks

1809

Heath Ferry

1870–1900

Some other Lost in Yonkers scenes were filmed in

FINCHTOWN. Today it is part of Wilder, but
until 1938 Finchtown was a five-block-long area
south of Newport along the Licking River, just
north of Wilder. Ky. Rt. 9, the Licking Pk., runs
through it. This was the location of the G. W.
Robson Jr. and Company Distillery, later known
as the "Old 76 Distillery.” A large concrete shell of
that plant remains and is used for storage. The
former Louisville, Cincinnati, and Lexing

Park in Ludlow as a film studio. These were

among the first film production sites considered
in the Midwest. In 1924 the first Studio Mechan

ics Local union, representing entertainment in
dustry workers, was chartered by the Interna
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees
in 1924 at the International Alliance Convention
in Cincinnati.

Among the first films shot on location in
Northern Kentucky was the high-profile, made
for-television movie-miniseries Centennial(1978),

based on James Michener's best-selling 1974 novel.
Augusta's splendid 18th- and 19th-century build
ings on Riverside Dr. served as the background for
the St. Louis waterfront scenes. Extras for these

film takes included a local resident (then still in

Augusta.

Since the inception of the Greater Cincinnati
and Northern Kentucky Film Commission, the re
gion has become somewhat of a Hollywood on the
Ohio River. Other films and Northern Kentucky
locations include Fresh Horses (1987), Covington,
Newport, and Union; A Rage in Harlem (1990),

Covington; and Airborne (1993), Bellevue, Cov
ington, and Newport. Northern Kentucky Uni
versity student interns served as the support crew
for Crossing Field (1998), for which some scenes
were shot in Northern Kentucky, and local extras

ton Railroad (Short Line), which became the
Louisville and Nashville Railroad and, of late,

were used in Seabiscuit (2003), which was filmed

tion to the distillery, Finchtown has had hotels,
slaughterhouses, a soap factory, and coal compa
nies. Buck Brady operated his famed Latin Quar
ters Night Club there in the supposedly haunted
building of today's Bobby Mackey's place. In the
last few years, a new gentlemen's club has ap
peared just up road along the Licking Pk., con
tinuing the long tradition of wild bars. The town
has had several major fires, and dogfighting was
once popular there. Most of the streets of Finch
town are gone and forgotten, just as most of its
history is.

high school), George Clooney, who was making
his motion picture debut.
The theatrical film Eight Men Out (1987) was
the first major Hollywood film shot on location in
Northern Kentucky. Covington's Railway Exposi
tion Center in the Latonia neighborhood of Cov
ington (see Railway Museum of Greater Cin
cinnati) provided backdrops. Fort Thomas native
Lori Holliday influenced the producers of Eight
Men Out to come to the region for the on-location
filming. The success of Eight Men Out prompted
Holliday to establish what became the Greater
Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky Film Com
mission. The Kentucky Film Office (formerly the
Kentucky Film Commission) has also been sup
portive in attracting films to the region.
On-location filming of Rain Man (1988) fol
lowed and featured many Northern Kentucky
surroundings. This Oscar-winning movie, star
ring Dustin Hoffman and Tom Cruise, was the
most noteworthy film shot in the region. Its leg
endary “dropped toothpicks" scene was filmed at
Pompilio's Italian Restaurant in Newport. Other
regional images in the movie included a drive
across the John Roebling Bridge, interior scenes

shot on location in Northern Kentucky; it included
Wynonna Judd in the cast.
Northern Kentucky natives who won Academy
Awards include Robert Surtees, cinematography
(1950, 1952, and 1959); George Clooney, acting
(2005); and Bub Asman, editing (2006). George
Clooney, Rosemary Clooney, Dick Curtis, and
Una Merkel are among the most well-known
Hollywood film stars from Northern Kentucky.
Other motion picture stars from Northern Ken
tucky include Bob Braun, Bob Elkins, Don
Galloway, Josh Hutcherson, and Kathy Walsh.
In the 1940s Anna Bell Ward was a producer of
western films. In the 1930s and 1940s, Covington
born photographer George Hurrell developed
the glamour mode of photography stills, which
helped immortalize the images of Hollywood

from the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky In

DeChick, Joe. “Lost in Yonkers Film Finds 1942 Street
of New York in Ludlow, Ky: Time Travel,” CE, July

ternational Airport, and shots from Evergreen
Cemetery in Southgate and St. Anne's Convent

in multiple Central Kentucky locations. Rabbit
Hash: The Center of the Universe (2004), filmed
in Rabbit Hash, Boone Co., was the latest movie

luminaries.

DeBrosse, Jim. “Horray for Cinciwood,” CE, October
1, 1987, D1.

22, 1992, C1.

Josten, Margaret. “Movie Makers Shoot Bright Eco
(see Sisters of Divine Providence) in Mel

nomic Pictures in the Tristate: Scenes from the

bourne. More than 55 million people in over 36
countries viewed Rain Man during its initial the

Kings, John. In Search of Centennial: A Journey with

City,” CE, October 12, 1992, D1.

the CSX, passes through old Finchtown. It is not
known how the town received its name. In addi

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D.J. Luke, 1883.
Reis, Jim. “Fire Plagued Finchtown Finally Faded."
KP, July 5, 1993,4K.
FINNELL, JOHN WILLIAM, GENERAL (b.

December 24, 1821, Winchester, Ky; d. January
25, 1888, Helena, Mont.). John W. Finnell, a Ken

tucky adjutant general, was the son of Nimrod L.
Finnell, a printer and newspaper editor. John
Finnell graduated from Transylvania University
in Lexington in 1837, at age 17, and immediately
joined his father in the printing trade. He worked
as an editor for a brief time before returning to
Transylvania for a law degree, which he received
in 1840. Shortly after starting his law practice,
Finnell became involved in state politics. As a
member of the Whig Party, he served in the

atrical release.

James A. Michener. New York: Random House,

Kentucky legislature as a representative of Nicho

The surrounding hills and the Hudson-like
Ohio River, with neighborhoods reminiscent of
the 1940s, attracted the production designer of
Lost in Yonkers (1992) to shoot many of that film's

1978.

las Co. in 1845 and 1846 while also working as
editor of the Frankfort Commonwealth in
Frankfort. Impressed with Finnell's ability and

scenes in Ludlow. The corner of Elm and Kenner

“Lagoon May Change Hands; May Become Highland
Park," KP, March 17, 1915, 1.

“Made in Cincinnati: ‘Traffic Adds to Long List of
Movies Filmed Here,” CP. January 4, 2001, 3.

Wheeler, Lonnie. “John Sayles Finds His City of Hope'
Sts. at the west end of Ludlow's business district
in Cincinnati," NYT, November 25, 1990, H6.

was transformed into Grandma's two-story apart
ment, with a candy storefront as the main set.

John Schlipp

potential, Governor John J. Crittenden (1849–
1850) appointed the young lawyer secretary of
state, a position Finnell held until 1852, when he
moved to Covington to practice law. In 1856 he
served as legal counsel for Archibald Gaines,
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whose slave Margaret Garner murdered her
two-year-old daughter during a failed attempt to
gain her family's freedom. During the fugitive
slave trial for Garner held in Cincinnati, Finnell,
also a slave owner, defended the institution of

slavery and challenged local abolitionists' unsuc
cessful efforts to win Garner's freedom. Like

many other Ohio Valley residents, Finnell,
though holding proslavery ideas, was not pro
South. He objected to the secession of the South
ern states and, during the Civil War, became an
outspoken Unionist and member of the Republi
can Party. At the beginning of the Civil War,
Kenton Co. Unionists elected Finnell to be their

representative to the Kentucky legislature. Gov
ernor Beriah Magoffin (1859–1862) chose Finnell
to assume the post of state adjutant general
shortly after Kentucky abandoned the problem
atic policy of armed neutrality. He had the diffi
cult task of organizing the pro-Union home
guard in order to bolster the dwindled ranks of
the state guard, which lost a number of its officers
and men to the Confederate Army. Finnell was
not able to completely reinvigorate Kentucky's
military organization because many Kentucki
ans wished to remain uncommitted to either

side. Additionally, Finnell worked diligently to
fill the state's portion of the national govern
ment's military quota by raising volunteers for
federal regiments, but he eventually accepted the
necessity of a statewide draft. Finnell retired
from his post as state adjutant general in 1863
and returned to his Covington law practice. In
1872 he moved to Louisville and spent two years
there as editor of the Louisville Commercial. He

nearest source of water and passed to the fire from
person to person, in what was called a bucket
brigade.
As communities grew and homes and busi
nesses were built closer together, better firefighting
methods were developed to cope with the tendency
offire to spread from one wooden structure to an
other. A major improvement in firefighting, the
fire pump, came into use in the early 1800s. Ithada
tank into which water was poured either from
buckets or with a hose connected to a water pipe.
Several men were needed to pull the heavy fire
pump to the scene. It took six or more men to oper
ate the pumping mechanism; they had to move
bellows inside the tankbyan action similar to row
ing aboat or operating a railroadhandcar. Around
1850, the hand-drawn and hand-operated fire
pumps were replaced with steam-powered pumps
drawn by horses.
Municipal water systems, when they were cre
ated, provided a more reliable water supply; fire
hydrants were spaced to permit quick access. In
the period when wooden water pipes were used,
firefighters often had to dig to expose the pipe and
then cut a hole to get water to fill their fire pumps.
After the fire was extinguished, the hole was re
paired with a wooden plug. The term "fire plug."
which is still used to refer to a fire hydrant, stems
from this practice. In rural areas, fire depart
ments had to rely on water from farm ponds,
wells, or creeks, and they continue to do so in
some areas, although most localities have tanker
trucks, which can carry more than 1,000 gallons.
Most fire trucks now also have a built-in water

tank of about 500 gallons, permitting instant fire

attack even while connection to a water supply is
being established. Flexible fire hoses and more
dependable equipment make it possible for fire
fighters to enter the structure and extinguish the
fire more quickly.
Alarm methods came to include fire alarm

boxes placed at various intersecting streets in the
larger Northern Kentucky cities like Covington
and Newport; when activated, these alarms tele
graphed an identifying number to fire headquar
ters and alarm bells tapped out the number at fire
stations, which were quickly cross-checked on a
list for the location. Firefighters soon memorized
the numbers of the boxes in their district. As the

telephone became available, citizens in less popu
lated and rural areas had a means of direct contact

with their fire departments. The street alarm boxes
eventually were not needed, since nearly everyone
had access to a telephone.
Until about 1920, firefighting equipment was
drawn by horses. The trained horses would quickly
back into their harnesses, ready to pull the equip
ment, when they heard the alarm bells. The preci
sion movements of the two or more horse teams,

the apparatus bell clanging, with smoke billowing
from the steam pump, and the barking of the tradi
tional Dalmatian dog mascot atop the fire engine
often brought people out on the streets to watch. In
Covington and Newport, such horses as Charley,
Captain Jim, Dick, Pat, and Pete acquired almost
as much local celebrity status as the best-known
firefighters from those cities.
As the urban areas of Northern Kentucky grew,
it became obvious that a force of full-time paid
firefighters was needed to provide constant and

then returned to his farm and orchard 20 miles

south of Covington. During the 1880s he moved
to Montana and died there of heart disease in

1888. He was buried in Linden Grove Cemetery
in Covington.
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Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincinnati:
J. M. Armstrong, 1878.
Federal Writers Project. Military History of Ken
tucky Frankfort, Ky. State Journal, 1939.
John W. Finnell letter book, Kentucky Historical So

ciety Archives, Frankfort, Ky.
Reis, Jim. "Surprise Eulogy for Lee," KP, August 18,
2003, 5K.

— "They Served as Legislators When War Clouds
Billowed," KPJanuary 27, 2003,4K.

Stephen Rockenbach
FIRE DEPARTMENTS. The roots of modern

fire departments in Northern Kentucky go back to
the days when people settling the area first began
collectively confronting the danger offire. An early
fire-extinguishing method was waterbuckets, con
structed of shoe-sole leather, kept at each structure
within a settlement and reserved for fighting fires.
If a fire was discovered, a distinct alarm, often a

drum, a rattle or clacker, or church bells, used only
for fires, was sounded to alert citizens, who were

required to respond and help fight the fire under
penalty of a fine. The buckets were filled from the

Theodore Joseph Hanneken driving an antique fire wagon to commemorate Covington's first
paid fire department, ca. 1941.

FIRE DEPARTMENTS

adequate fire protection. Full-time paid firefighters
in the region were hired in Covington in 1864 and
in Newport in 1868, and later in Carrollton, Fort
Thomas, and Maysville. For reasons of economy,
some fire departments used volunteer firefighters
to supplement the paid staff, especially during
nights and weekends. Similar arrangements in sev
eral of the municipalities in Northern Kentucky
continue today. Moreover, some rural areas still
rely entirely on volunteer firefighters, though many
are merging and forming fire districts with paid
full-time staff to be on duty during the daytime
when most volunteer firefighters are working at
their regular jobs.
Women have always been involved in the fire
fightingendeavor, initially through the ladies' aux
iliary. They prepared meals; brought dry clothing,
hot drinks, and food to major fires; and raised
funds for the purchase of equipment. As time went
on, they often served as drivers or emergency med

terials and chemicals; rescues of all kinds (high
above ground, on the ground, under the ground,
and under water); fire prevention and inspections;
public education; and many kinds of medical
emergencies and terrorist threats.
Fire vehicles, like firefighting teams, are often
divided into specialty units. With costs exceeding
$200,000 for each vehicle, fire departments plan
carefully to achieve maximum value from their
investment. The fire pumpers of today can pro
duce 1,250, 1,500, or more gallons of water per

ical technicians (EMTs) to free the men for fire

trucks have an assortment of ground ladders in
addition to elevating ladders, "cherry pickers,” or a

fighting tasks. Currently, women are employed as
full-time paid firefighters and carry out all of the
firefighting duties.
Personal protective gear enables a firefighter
to enter a fire more safely and achieve better re
sults. The familiar helmet is now constructed of

high-impact fiberglass rather than metal, pre
venting electric shock. The rubber coat has been
replaced with a coat, and usually pants, made of
highly insulated water-resistant and flame
resistant materials. The suspenders are often
brightly colored with reflective striping, for bet
ter visibility, rather than the traditional black.
Firefighters wear knee-length rubber boots with
steel toes, soles, and shinguards. The modern Self
Contained Breathing Apparatus permits the fire
fighter to work in a toxic atmosphere, which is
present in every fire situation. Thermal image
cameras detect any image producing heat, even
through heavy smoke and interior walls. As a re
sult, search, rescue, and finding hidden fires can
be completed quickly without subjecting the fire
fighter to the dangers of blind groping through

Dry Ridge, ca. 1909
Eastern Campbell Co., 1964
Edgewood (Sanfordtown, 1955, Southern Hills,
1961; Edgewood, 1996)
Elsmere, 1899

Erlanger, 1904, 1927–1928
Falmouth

Fernleaf Highland
Florence, 1936

minute. Water is still the most common extin

Fort Mitchell, ca. 1927

guishing agent, although various additives may be
used to produce foam or to enable more penetra
tion or better “soaking” qualities of the water. The
hoses used for supply from fire hydrants are com
monly up to five inches in diameter. The hand
lines for fire attack are usually one and a half to
three inches in diameter; each fire pumper carries

Fort Thomas (District of the Highlands), 1904
Fort Wright, 1949
Germantown (Bracken Co.)
Ghent
Glencoe, 1964
Hebron, 1937

several hundred feet of each hose size. Ladder

Independence, 1937
Jonesville, 1971

combination of both; some reach 135 feet, and

Kenton

new models are nearing a 150-foot height. Rescue
trucks carry a vast array of tools, such as the "jaws
of life,” hazardous materials (HAZMAT) equip
ment, portable lighting equipment, and tarpaulins
for covering storm-damaged roofs, furniture, or
other items to prevent additional damage. Com
puters on many of the apparatuses can provide a
complete description of the building or site where
help is needed, including floor plans, contents, oc
cupancy, where each apparatus should be placed
in relation to the water connections, and many
other details, to provide a quick setup and fire

Lewisburg (Mason Co.), organized 1970, opera

attack.

Establishment of Some Fire Companies and
Fire Departments (Both Volunteer and Paid;

tional 1972
Ludlow, 1884

Mayslick
Maysville, 1804 (bucket brigade), 1851
Melbourne, 1951

Monterey
Mount Olivet

New Liberty, 1972
Newport, 1840s
Northern Pendleton

Orangeburg
Owenton/Owen Co. (Owenton, 1893; reorganized
as Owenton/Owen Co., 1954)

Dates Given If Known)

Park Hills, 1942

Alexandria, 1937

Augusta, 1930

Petersburg, 1959
Piner-Fiskburg, 1964

Belieview-McVille, 1966

Point Pleasant, 1956

dense smoke. Knox boxes for businesses or resi

Bellevue, ca. 1880

dences give firefighters access to locked buildings
via a radio-controlled key release, permitting
quick entry for investigation or fire attack with
out causing damage to doors or windows. Early
firefighters had no such equipment and often lost
their lives while attempting to extinguish fires
and rescue people. Even today, with all the pro
tective equipment, which mightweigh 50 pounds
or more, firefighting remains a dangerous job.
Heart disease is a leading cause of disability or
death for firefighters.
There was a time when a firefighter could suc

Bellevue/Dayton, 2002 (merger)
Bromley, 1895

Sanders

Brooksville, 1927

Silver Grove

Ryland Heights

ceed knowing "a little bit about everything," but
that day is long past. Today's firefighter needs to be
highly trained; often a person who intends to be a
firefighter will specialize, in college, in a particular
segment of the profession. The specific training
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Burlington, 1943

Sardis

Butler

Southern Campbell
Southgate, 1909

Camp Springs, 1949

South Owen

Carrollton

Central Campbell Co. Fire District, 1999 (merger
of the Cold Spring-Crestview and the Highland
Heights Fire Departments)
Cold Spring-Crestview, 1943

Sparta
Taylor Mill, 1957
Union, 1969
Verona, 1968

Corinth

Walton, 1880 (bucket brigade), 1947

Covington, 1833
Crescent Springs, 1928–1929

Warsaw/Gallatin Co., 1952

Washington-Maysville

Crittenden, 1949

Westside

and knowledge necessary to extinguish and pre
vent fires include such matters as building con

Dayton, 1898

Wilder, 1957

struction, materials, and contents; hazardous ma

Dover

Williamstown, ca. 1890s
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Woodlawn
Worthville, 1948

Annual Reports of City of Covington, Kentucky, Fire
Department, 1864 to present, Office of the Chief,
Covington, Ky.

Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,
Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
Campbell County Firefighter Educational Associa
tion. Campbell Co., Ky: Campbell Co. Firefighter
Educational Association, 2002.

Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason

County. Lexington, Ky: Transylvania Printing,
1936.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil

liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
Conrad, William, ed. Boone County: The Top of
Kentucky, 1792–1992. Fort Mitchell, Ky: Picture
This! Books, 1992.

A History of the Fort Mitchell Volunteer Fire De
partment, 1928–1980. Fort Mitchell, Ky. Fort
Mitchell Fire Dept, 1980.
Ludlow Volunteer Fire Dept. Records, 1884–1946,

Ludlow Volunteer Fire Department, Ludlow, Ky.
Reis, Jim. “Big Blazes of '20s and '30s—in Rural Areas,
Bucket Brigades Were Still Used," KP, January 6,
2003, 4K.

— "Four-Legged Firefighters Once Raced to
Blazes,” KP, January 12, 2001, 4K.

Robert Joseph Williams and
Nancy J. Tretter

FIRES. In the Northern Kentucky region, the ur
ban areas of Covington, Maysville, and Newport
were the first ones to develop fire departments.
They started out using horse-drawn wagons to
transport firemen carrying axes, picks, shovels,
and ladders. Eventually, the departments had
steam-engine pumpers with long hoses that they
could dip into a nearby river, lake, well, or cistern
and obtain water to spray onto the flames. Later,
gasoline- or diesel-powered vehicles with pumpers
replaced horse-drawn equipment, and the installa
tion of citywide water systems provided fire hy
drants as a source of water. As cities grew, fire de
partments could be summoned by means of a local
alarm box or fire box. Until the early 1960s, one of
these call boxes stood at the corner of Park and

Grand Aves. in Newport. It was mainly a way for
police and fire personnel to communicate with
their counterparts in downtown Newport; yet
there it remained, a relic from the past, long after
its practical life had ended. At one time, when few
households had telephones and VHF radio com
munications did not exist, Covington had 140 such
fire callboxes, and Newport had half that number.
Urban fire departments often were called to fight
fires in adjacent areas. Newport's fire department,
for example, responded to fires in Cote Brilliante
even before that neighborhood was annexed to
Newport during the 1920s. The promise of profes
sional fire protection, along with lower home and
fire insurance rates, was a major consideration in
the vote that favored this annexation.

down most of Chicago in 1871, insurance com
panies have encouraged incorporation of fire
resistant features in the design of buildings. The
Sanborn Map Company was developed to track
the details of construction type, location, size,
number of stories, and materials used in each

structure in any given urban city, on a block-by
block grid basis. Those maps were and are continu
ally updated to help underwriters set fire insurance
rates. In the suburbs, volunteer fire departments
sprangup, and as these appeared in the small cities
and townships in Northern Kentucky, they helped
foster the development of formal government; it
turned out that local firehouses essentially became
surrogate city halls. Woodlawn in Campbell Co. is
one city where that occurred.
Over the years, there have been many nonresi
dential fires in the region that are worthy of note.
Some of the most destructive ones are described in

the following paragraphs. For fires associated with
aviation accidents, see Aviation Accidents. Sta

tistics on residential fires, including those involv
ing loss of life, are kept separately by the individual
fire departments in the region.
On September 21, 1880, the Ninth St. Presbyte
rian Church in Covington was totally destroyed by
fire, as fire crews from Cincinnati assisted in the

futile efforts to save the building. Also in Coving
ton, on January 16, 1885, the David Keefer and
Sons Flour Mill at Fifth and Craig Sts. was de
stroyed. Crews had just arrived when its north wall
fell, covering much of the firefighting equipment
with debris. Several neighboring buildings were
also lost. Later that year, on March 24, 1885, Cook
and Rich's Flour Feed store along Madison Ave. in
Covington burned to the ground. Frozen hydrants
delayed the response of the fire crews; about 12
buildings were lost during this incident. On March
5, 1893, the Fred J. Meyers Manufacturing Com
panyon Madison Ave. in Covington, the Crawford

ton on January 20, 1924, the Dayton High School
at Eighth and Walnut Sts. (see Dayton Public
Schools) was destroyed as low water pressure and
frozen hydrants handicapped firemen's efforts to
contain the blaze. Bellevue, Cincinnati, Coving
ton, and Newport provided help at the scene.
There were no injuries, because the fire occurred
in the early morning. In Grant Co., at Dry Ridge,
on February 25, 1927, flames ripped through much
of the business district, including the historic
Carlsbad Hotel, destroying 11 businesses and sev
eral homes. Later that year in Williamstown, on
July 23, 1927, three businesses and a home were
destroyed. Dry Ridge's fire units assisted, prevent
ing the flames from sweeping the town. Also in
Grant Co., the Williamstown Lumber and Hard

ware was destroyed on June 5, 1930, as help from
five cities arrived to try to contain this fire. Four
adjacent buildings were lost, and a spectator was
hit by a passing truck and died. On March 20,
1931, the Boone-Kenton Lumber Company on
Crescent Ave. in Erlanger caught on fire; firefight
ers from four cities fought the blaze. The same site
burned to the ground on June 20, 1966. On De
cember 9, 1946, the huge, three-story Klaene
Foundry at 16th and Russell Sts. in Covington was
destroyed; on this occasion Fort Mitchell and
Ludlow fire crews helped supplement Covington's
crew. The First Methodist Church (see First
United Methodist Church) at Fifth and Gree

nup Sts. in Covington burned on January 19, 1947.
Covington's, Ludlow's, and Newport's fire depart
ments fought the fire. The church was rebuilt, re
opening on August 8, 1948. Another church, the
Williamstown Methodist Church (see William
stown United Methodist Church) was com

pletely destroyed on April 5, 1948, in a fire fed by
high winds. Fire crews from Williamstown, Dry
Ridge, and Falmouth participated in extinguish
ing the blaze.

Tobacco Warehouse, and the Central Christian

In the last half of the 20th century, there were

Church were destroyed by fire, and three other
businesses were damaged. This remained the larg
est fire in Covington's history for a long time. In
Newport, on July 19, 1898, the Unnewehr Sawmill
and Lumberyard on Lowell St. in the West End
lost its mill, and 16 adjacent homes were destroyed.
Both Cincinnati and Covington fire units re
sponded to the call, and their firefighting efforts
contained the fire, thereby saving the remainder of
the city.
After the turn of the century there was no de
crease in the frequency of major nonresidential
fires. On December 9, 1909, a major blaze threat

numerous major fires in the region. On February
15, 1950, the Covington Paper and Woodenware
Company at 212 Greenup erupted in flames. The
blaze spread to adjacent businesses as firefighters
fought the fire for 11 hours and several firemen
received minor injuries. Exploding ammunition
and paint housed in the store added to the inferno.
On March 17, 1950, the two-story, 100-year-old
Phoenix Hotel on Main St. in Walton was de

stroyed. Thirteen occupants of the hotel escaped
unharmed. On February 7, 1952, in another Day
ton school fire, the Lincoln Elementary at 715
Fifth Ave. caught fire with more than 300 students

ened the entire town of Butler in northern Pendle

in their classrooms. All the children and the

ton Co. Six buildings were destroyed. On April 24,
1912, the Paris Dry Cleaning shop at 216 Pike in
Covington caught fire. Several firefighters were
injured when a gasoline tank inside exploded, and
flying debris killed a bystander. In Boone Co. on
June 7, 1921, at Burlington, an explosion was the
cause of a fire that destroyed two businesses, two
apartments, and the post office. Volunteers from

school's staff escaped uninjured; however, 27
emergency personnel sustained injuries. The
W.W. Welch Company, a fan manufacturer at Sec
ond and Scott in Covington, burned on January 7,
1956. More than 200 firefighters from Covington,
Ludlow, Newport, Park Hills, South Fort, and
Mitchell were called to the scene. Five explosions
rocked the neighborhood, slightly injuring three
firemen. The fire spread throughout the adjacent
buildings. On March 21, 1956, Milford, located

Ever since Mrs. O'Leary's cow purportedly

Walton battled the flames until assistance from

kicked a lantern and started the fire that burned

both Cincinnati and Covington arrived. In Day

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, ALEXANDRIA

along Ky. Rt. 19 in Bracken Co., almost was wiped
off the map when a fire broke out in the town.
Much of the city, including the post office and six
businesses, was lost. Fire departments from Au
gusta, Brooksville, and Cynthiana responded to
fight the blaze. On January 2, 1957, an explosion
and fire destroyed the First Presbyterian Church
in Dayton. Later that year, on September 2, 1957,
the Perry and Derrick Paint Company on Lindsey
St., also in Dayton, burned in dramatic fashion,
fueled by exploding paint containers. Bellevue
and Newport fire crews assisted. Many regard the
Perry and Derrick fire as the worst in Campbell
Co.'s history before the Beverly Hills Supper
Club fire.

In Fort Thomas on January 6, 1962, fire de
stroyed the Highlands Junior High School build
ing, causing more than $500,000 in damages. De
partments fromasfarawayas Park Hills responded.
Nearly a dozen of the 118 firefighters at the scene
were injured, two seriously. A favorite nightspot in
Campbell Co. was lost on March 23, 1963, as the
Avenue Nite Club and Restaurant in Bellevue

burned. Two persons were killed. It was thought
that a smoldering cigarette swept into a trash con
tainer started the blaze.

At least three fires have plagued the Duro Bag
Manufacturing Company in Ludlow. The first
was on November 21, 1959, when flames destroyed
the Duro plant at Kenner and Poplar. The second
occurred on March 1, 1964, when 200 firefighters
from 10 cities fought a blaze that spread to 16
nearby homes, 7 of which were totally lost. It has
been called the biggest fire in Kenton Co. during
the last 100 years, and it resulted in $2 million in
total damages. Finally, on the same night as the
Beverly Hills Supper Club fire, May 28, 1977, Duro
had another major fire at its plant, resulting in
$300,000 in damages. Ten area fire departments
fought that fire; Cincinnati fire units assisted at
two different fires occurring in Northern Ken
tucky that evening.
On July 13, 1971, the Cabana Restaurant and
the Kenton Bowling Lanes in Erlanger erupted in
flames, resulting in $500,000 in damages. Fire
fighters from seven fire departments arrived on
the scene, and four fighters received minor inju
ries. Ben Castleman's White Horse Tavern, along
Dixie Highway in Park Hills, burned to the
ground on January 26, 1972. On June 15, 1973, the
administrative offices at the Greater Cincinnati

Airport (later the Cincinnati/Northern Ken
tucky International Airport) burned. Crews
from Hebron, Covington, and Fort Mitchell bat
tled the fire, in which two firefighters, Donald
Phillips and Thomas Zaferes, were killed. On Au
gust 14, 1973, the Lookout House supper club
burned. Ten fire departments fought the fire for
eight hours, but the famous landmark was totally
lost. In Gallatin Co. the Warsaw Baptist Church
was destroyed on November 20, 1973. Only a por
tion of the outer walls of the 91-year-old structure
was left standing.
The worst fire in the history of the state was the
May 28, 1977, Beverly Hills Supper Club fire in

Southgate, which made national news. In that fire
167 persons died (165 adults and teens and 2 un
born children), and 500 fire and emergency per
sonnel were on the scene of the disaster for days;
ambulances came from as far away as Tennessee to
help; a temporary morgue was set up at the Fort
Thomas Armory. Many state laws and fire codes
were changed or new ones implemented as a result
of this fire.
On October 9, 1980, at the Simon Kenton
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blaze. With the exception of the front wall, the
building was a total loss, but it was rebuilt. On Jan
uary 16, 2004, the First Baptist Church of Day
ton was destroyed. Seventy firemen from five cities
fought the fire. A firewall saved the gymnasium
and the church office from destruction.

Earnest, Ernest. The Volunteer Fire Company: Past

and Present. New York: Stein and Day, 1983.
Jewell, Simon, ed. Campbell County Firefighters
Educational Association. Campbell Co., Ky.

High School in Independence, a gas line ex
ploded, rocking the central building in the middle
of a busy school day. Personnel from 14 fire dis
tricts responded. A second blast sent debris flying
toward firefighters. One student was killed in the
first blast, and more than 20 firefighters were in
jured in the second explosion. In one of two illegal
fireworks explosions in the region, on April 2,
1981, at 938 John St. in Newport, a blast devas
tated a six-block area. Two persons were killed and
24 were injured as small fires burned throughout
the area. Some 260 buildings in Newport received
some damage. In Covington, at Second and Madi
son on November 2, 1981, approximately 120 fire
fighters from Covington, Fort Mitchell, and Lud
low responded to 70-foot-high flames at the Escue
Datsun car dealership. The main building was de
stroyed, as well as 50 automobiles, adding up to a
$2 million loss. On May 16, 1985, at St. Aloysius
Catholic Church in Covington, a lightning
strike caused a fire that destroyed the 118-year-old
landmark. More than 100 Covington and Fort
Mitchell fire personnel battled the blaze for sev

Alexandria was the church's first permanent place
of worship. This building was never fully completed,

eral hours. On November 21, 1985, the Brown Ho

and services were moved to the courthouse. In 1864

tel in Warsaw in Gallatin Co. burned to the

the congregation moved to the Methodist Episcopal
Church South, also on Main St. A new building was
finally complete in 1870,50 years after the founding
of the church. This structure, at 104 Washington St.
in Alexandria, remains in use today.

ground. Previously, the building had been saved
from fires on more than one occasion. On Sep
tember 25, 1986, the dome of the historic Mother
of God Catholic Church on W. Sixth St. in Cov

Campbell Co. Firefighters Educational Association
|ca. 2002–2003].
Reis, Jim. "Alarm Boxes Forerunner of 911 System,"
KP. May 20, 1996,4K.
Webster, Robert D. Northern Kentucky Fires: A
Summary of the Most Memorable Fires of the

Region. Covington, Ky. Kenton Co. Historical So
ciety, 2006.
Robert D. Webster

FIRSTBAPTIST CHURCH, ALEXANDRIA.

A group of people met on April 17, 1820, and
agreed to establish a Baptist church in Alexandria
in Campbell Co. The meeting took place at the
home of William DeCoursey, who in 1794 had
been involved in the starting of the First Baptist
Church of Cold Spring. Raymond Absalem Graves
was appointed as the new church's first minister.
Services were held in private homes in the area un
til a building could be constructed. The brick
structure behind the courthouse on Main St. in

Several anniversaries have been celebrated over

ington caught fire. The fire was confined to the
massive dome as two firefighters were slightly in
jured. The church was subsequently restored at a
cost of $1.5 million. In Maysville, on January 4,
1998, the Cargill Fertilizer Warehouse exploded
prior to a massive fire. Some 2,300 residents were
evacuated for 13 hours, including many who lived
across the river in Ohio. On August 11, 1999, a
tremendous explosion occurred and flames and
smoke rose from a three-story condominium
building on Saddlebrook Lane in Florence. Sixty
firemen from six different departments battled
the blaze, which either destroyed or badly dam
aged about 24 apartment units. On October 9,
1999, also in Florence, the Garten Restaurant and

the adjacent Bessler's Economy Market on Main
St. burned to the ground. Fire crews from Er
langer, Elsmere, Hebron, Point Pleasant, and Wal
ton assisted.

Thus far in the 21st century, there have been
two noteworthy nonresidential fires. On May 21,
2002, a massive fire destroyed the historic 1856
Odd Fellows Hall (see Independent Order of

the years, and the church has also conducted sev
eral revivals. In 1995 a few problems arose when
the community decided to clean up some tomb
stones that had been at the back of the church for

years. Apparently, the tombstones had been moved
from a graveyard to the church in 1949, and no one
knew where the graves were. The church was plan
ning to establish a memorial garden in which to
place the tombstones, but the descendants of the
deceased preferred that the original grave sites be
found. The church worked with the descendants to

correct the problem.
The First Baptist Church of Alexandria ex
panded in 2003. A zoning change was approved in
August of that year, and plans called for addition of
a youth center containing a gymnasium.
“Annexation OK'd," KP, August 22, 2003, 2K.

Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell
County, Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994.

Alexandria, Ky. Campbell Co. Historical Soci
ety, 1994.

"Church Building," KP. May 5, 2004, 2K.
Main, Frank."39Tombstones and a Lot of Questions,"

Odd Fellows) at Fifth St. and Madison Ave. in

KP, April 29, 1995, 1K.
Covington. Fire units from Fort Mitchell, Ludlow,
Park Hills, and Newport helped extinguish the

Elizabeth Comer Williams
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, BELLEVUE.

This church was organized on April 12, 1904,
with the support of the Bellevue Sunday School
Mission, which was established by the Campbell
Co. Baptist Association with the intention of in
corporating a Baptist church in Bellevue; the
neighboring Baptist churches of Dayton and
Newport offered their support and sponsorship.
The first service, attended by 34 charter members,
was held at Ideal Hall on Bellevue's Fairfield Ave.

Around 1800 the church erected a log build
ing near Leitch's Station (see David Leitch), on
the east side of the Licking River, and with that
move became known as the Licking Church. In
1805 the church secured property and moved to
its location on Alexandria Pk. (U.S. 27) in Cold

Spring. In 1820 the name was changed to Old
Licking Church. On May 1, 1841, a committee was
named to secure the services of Rev. James Mon

T. J. Johnson served as the church's first pastor. In

roe Jolly, who erected a new building, since re
placed. In 1910, with 71 members, the church cel

August 1904 the church purchased a building lot

ebrated its centennial, which had been overlooked

on the corner of Washington and Prospect Sts.,
and the church's first sanctuary was dedicated on
November 24, 1907. Church membership in

for 16 years.
The name of the church was changed again, to
the First Baptist Church of Cold Spring, in the
1940s. In 1944 the church celebrated its sesqui

creased, and on November 26, 1922, the church

dedicated an addition that provided Sunday
school classrooms, an auditorium seating 600,
and a gymnasium complete with a large spectator
balcony. In 1931 the Covington YMCA spon
sored an amateur basketball church league, in
which the First Baptist Church of Bellevue won
first place in its division of competition. As the
ministry and the congregation expanded, there
was a need for a larger and more modern struc
ture. A new church was erected on the original
site, and the congregation moved into its second
sanctuary in 1973. In 2003 a steeple was donated
to the church by the Hebron Baptist Church. The
First Baptist Church at Bellevue celebrated its
100th anniversary in 2004,
"Church League Opens; 28 Teams in Cage Play," KP.
November 29, 1931,9.

centennial, and on November 6, 1949, the corner

stone of a new building was laid. Construction of a
new auditorium began on September 26, 1949,
with much of the work being done by the mem
bers of the church under the leadership of Charles
Graziani, Charles Howe, and Henry Reder. The
first service in the new building was held on June
3, 1951, and the dedication service on July 15. A
new education building was erected and dedicated
on November 1, 1959. In May 1989 a long-range
planning committee was formed to seek land on

ca. 1915.

Walter and Stewart. During the two years of

which to builda new church. A location was found

construction, the church held services at the

just to the south, at the corner of Murman Rd. and
U.S. 27 in Cold Spring, and was purchased for
$275,000. The church continued to grow in subse
quent years. In the early part of 2004, however,
about 230 people left the church to form the Christ
Baptist Church.

Franklin Library Hall in downtown Covington.
On December 13, 1873, the church's pastor, W. H.
Felix, dedicated the new building. In 1883 the

Good, Cecil, comp. First Baptist Church of Belle
vue: One Hundred Years of Service. Bellevue, Ky:
Bellevue First Baptist Church, 2004.

"After Split, New Church Making It on its Own." KE,

"New Addition to Bellevue Church Will Be Dedi
cated," KTS, November 24, 1922, 41.

"Christ Baptist Members Buying Rolling Hills Site."

Robin Caraway

"History of First Baptist Church of Cold Spring."
News of Northern Kentucky Association, May 27,

June 12, 2005, B1.
KE, June 20, 2004, C4.

1976.

Donald E. Grosenbach

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, COLD SPR

ING. The First Baptist Church of Cold Spring has
been known also as the Mouth of the Licking Bap
tist Church, the Licking Church, and the Old Lick
ing Church. It was organized in October 1794 by
eight Northern Kentucky members of the Colum
bia Baptist Church at Fort Columbia in what is

First Baptist Church, W. Fourth St., Covington,

church announced that all debt had been retired.

The congregation of the First Baptist Church
of Covington was instrumental in starting several
new churches in Covington, including the South
side Baptist Church and the Madison Avenue
Baptist Church. During World War I, the pastor
of the First Baptist Church of Covington,
Llewellyn L. Henson, helped to organize a $6.5
million drive among Baptists statewide for foreign
missions. While Henson was pastor, a building
next to the church was bought for educational
purposes and the church's membership grew from

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, COVINGTON.

621 to 841.

A committee from six area Baptist churches met
on March 10, 1838, to discuss plans to establish the
First Baptist Church of Covington. The meeting

now eastern Cincinnati, near the mouth of the Lit

and Scott Sts. Exactly where the church held its

The congregation at the First Baptist Church
of Covington encountered problems during the
1930s as a result of the Great Depression and
the flood of 1937, but they managed to suffer
through those trials. In 1957 the church had a new

tle Miami River. They had withdrawn with the
blessing of the Columbia Baptist Church. This
church in Ohio, organized in 1790, was where the
early Baptists of Northern Kentucky worshipped.

first services is not known, but it is believed that

40-room addition built onto its educational com

some of the meetings were conducted at a pork
packing plant on Greenup St., north of Second St.
The church's firstbuilding was constructed in 1842

The new church was called at first the Mouth of the

and was described as a modest, one-room struc

Licking Baptist Church and began in the home of
William DeCoursey, west of the Licking River in
present-day Kenton Co. His house was about six
miles from the Ohio River. For six years the church

ture. In 1855 that building was enlarged and re
modeled to better serve the congregation. During
the Civil War, the congregation of the First Bap

plex, and church membership peaked at around
1,200. However, incursion into the area by busi
ness and industry and flight to the suburbs by
many members of the church's congregation dur
ing the 1950s and 1960s took theirtoll. The church,

once filled to capacity, now suffers the plight of

tist Church of Covington was divided in their loy

shippers. Over the long history of the church,

met at the homes of its members. A movement was

alties, as were many other area congregations, but
the Covington church managed to survive and

many pastors have served, but because church rec
ords were lost during the 1937 flood, a complete

prosper.

list is not available.

then started to secure land and a meetinghouse
east of the Licking River. The church became a
member of the Elkorn Association (Baptist) in
1795 or 1796. An early preacher-statesman who
preached there on several occasions was James
Garrard, who was elected the second governor of
Kentucky in 1796.

was held in a schoolhouse at the corner of Fourth

By 1870 the congregation had grown so much
that a new building was needed. The old church
building was demolished, and a new, larger one
was builton the original site, along W. Fourth. The
architects were from the Cincinnati-based firm of

many other inner-city churches and has few wor

"The City—Free of Debt," DC, July 2, 1883,2.
"Congregation Will ErectNew Building, CI, October
29, 1870, 3.

"Congregation Will Occupy Franklin Library Hall."
CJ, December 9, 1871, 3.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, FORT THOMAS

“First Baptist Church, Covington,” vertical file, Ken
ton Co. Public Library, Covington, Ky.
Reis, Jim. “Church Pioneered Other Baptist Missions.”

In Pieces of the Past, by Jim Reis, vol. 2. Coving
ton: Kentucky Post, 1991.
Tenkotte, Paul A. A Heritage of Art and Faith:

Downtown Covington Churches. Covington, Ky:
Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1986.

“To Organize New Church,” KP, September 28,
1907, 2.

became pastor. On July 7, 1915, a tornado de
stroyed the church building. Then in 1916, the
church purchased a site on E. Ninth St. and con
struction began. One of the guest speakers at the
new church dedication, April 7, 1917, was Mrs. L. B.
Fouse of Lexington. The new structure included
beautiful stained-glass windows, financed by

(AFRICANAMERICAN]. In August 1864 Rev.
George W. Dupree, along with 22 charter mem
bers, organized the First Baptist Church of Cov
ington, which was first known as the Bremen St.
Baptist Church. It is the oldest African American
congregation in Northern Kentucky. The church's
first building was located on Bremen St. and Jacob
Price was its first pastor. From its earliest days, the
church has been involved in community activities,
including education and civil rights. Under the
leadership of Price, the Baptist church hosted a
number of rallies and organizational meetings to
prepare the way for local African American private
schools. In April 1866 the first private school
opened at the church, directed by the Freedmen's
Aid Commission and the Freedmen's Bureau. In

late 1866 the Ninth St. Methodist Episcopal
Church was formed out of the Bremen St. Baptist
Church.
In 1869 the church on Bremen St. moved to

had a membership of 340, a Sunday school, and a
young people's society.
When the United States entered World War I

in 1917, Rev. E. H. Mariner, a native of Newport
who was the church's pastor, was given a leave of
absence to serve as an army chaplain. The church
hosted a flag-raising ceremony in 1918 in honor of
its serviceman. A diamond jubilee celebration was

77th anniversary. In 1947, when Locust was suf
fering from a serious illness, William P. Halbert
was called to serve as his assistant. Halbert offi

held at the church in 1925. Later, a tower music

cially became pastor in July 1948, after Locust's
death, and the congregation prospered under his
leadership. He organized new auxiliaries andled a
progressive program of development and advance
ment, encouraging community and civic involve
ment. The L. B. Fouse Civic League's leadership
drew much of its membership from the First Bap

system was installed as a memorial to the young
men and women who served in World War II. In

1995 the First Baptist Church had a centennial cel
ebration, remembering the many years that had
been spent in the church's beautiful building. The
celebration included several special events, such
as concerts, guest speakers, information booths,

tist Church. Halbert retired in 1971, and A. B.

and the ordination of a former member of the

Moore was called to serve as pastorin 1972. Moore
served two years and resigned; he later founded
Crucifixion Baptist Church on E. 10th St. On Oc
tober 26, 1975, Willie R. Barbour became pastor
of the First Baptist Church and served until 2001.
On June 22, 2003, the First Baptist Church ap
pointed Adam P. Crews Sr. as its new full-time

congregation.

minister.

“Colored Baptists to Dedicate Church,” KP, April 7,
1917, 1.

after this move that Jacob Price and a small group
of parishioners left the congregation following a
disagreement with other members. In 1870 the
Third St. Baptist Church called William Black
burn as pastor. When citizens of Covington were
asked to select delegates to attend the first state
wide African American political convention in
Frankfort, the delegate-selection meeting was held
at the Third St. Baptist Church. Through the ensu
ing years, the church grew and became more in
volved in the struggles of the African American

the new church was $25,000. At the time the church

some of the oldest African American families of

Third St. and changed its name to Third St. Baptist
Church; the school remained on Bremen St. It was

liam Tieman, and Henry Walker made donations
for beautiful stained-glass windows in memory of
beloved deceased citizens. O. F. Barrett gave a pipe
organ in memory of his parents. The total cost for

Covington and by the auxiliaries of the church.
On August 30, 1941, Rev. Locust and First Bap
tist Church celebrated his 30th and the church's

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, COVINGTON
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Covington Ticket, May 19, 1877, 1; May 21, 1877,3.
“New Church to Be Erected," KP, January 9, 1915, 1.
Newport Local, May 22, 1877,2.
125th Anniversary Booklet. Covington, Ky., First
Baptist Church, 1989.
Reis, Jim. “Black Churches Offered Stability in Trou
bled Times," KP, January 20, 1997,4K.

— “Black Past Often Unsung," KP February 5,
1996, 4K.

“Two Anniversaries for Negro Baptist Church,” KP.
August 30, 1941, 1.
Theodore H. H. Harris

Then came the calamitous morning of January
16, 2004, when roofers using a blow torch to work
on the education section of the church building
ignited something flammable under the roof's sur
face. Firefighters from five area fire departments
responded, but the fire spread to the entire inside
of the church, popping out stained-glass windows
and destroying the antique pump organ along with
much of the church building. Fortunately, the edu
cational wing and the gym were protected by fire
walls, but the offices sustained smoke and water

damage.
The shock of this sudden loss was somewhat

offset by the immediate supportive response of the
community. Church services were initially held in
several places, including the YMCA and other
churches, but the membership wanted to return
home and use the two-thirds of their complex that
was not damaged. Worship services were held in
the gym, using folding chairs instead of pews. In
surance coverage paid for most of the $1.9 million
loss and made it possible for the church to rebuild

community.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, DAYTON. This

In 1874 the Third St. Baptist Church moved
from Third to Robbins St. and erected a building
at the new location; the congregation moved
again in 1877 to a site on W. 13th St., where an
other church building was built. At that time, it
changed its name to the First Colored Baptist
Church of Covington. Placed in the cornerstone,
laid on May 20, 1877, were copies of the Bible, sev
eral religious periodicals, Covington's 1877 city
directory, a list of prominent city officials, and
copies of that day's newspapers: the Ticket, the
Enquirer, the Volkesblatt, the Volksfreund, and

church began in Jamestown in May 1850, before
the communities of Jamestown and Brooklyn
merged in 1867 to form Dayton. Sixteen members

on the same site, incorporating improvements into
the new building such as handicap access, projec
tion screens, and better heating and air condition
ing. The tower, several stained glass windows, and

assembled in the Jamestown's old district school

some of the stones from the former church were

house to establish the First Baptist Church. Among
them were Ann Bennett, William Bennett, Marga

saved and used prominently in the new structure.
The 25-by-15-foot stained glass window in the
original church was repaired and included in the
new sanctuary. On April 17, 2006, the First Baptist
Church of Dayton reopened with a special sunrise
service on Easter Sunday.

the Commercial Gazette. After the move to 13th

St., Price and his splinter group returned, and
Price succeeded in uniting the congregations
briefly. A second separation resulted in establish
ment of the Ninth St. Baptist Church by depart
ing members.
A number of pastors followed Blackburn at
the First Baptist Church. In 1911 Rev. F. C. Locust

ret Hatfield, Mrs. Jefferson McArthur, Rev. James

Vickers, Margaret Vickers, Sarah Vickers, Thomas
S. Vickers, Isaac N. Walker, James H. Walker, and

John O. Walker. The church chose Rev. Asa Drury
as its first pastor and established its first meeting
house at what is now Fifth and Main Sts. in Day
ton. This first building served the church for many
years, thanks to additions and modifications, but
eventually it became clear that the growing church
needed a larger building.
The congregation erected a beautiful new
church at the corner of Fifth St. and Dayton Ave.,
on land valued at $1,100 that Henry Walker do
nated in 1895. Lula Mason, F. M. Spillman, Wil

“Burned Church Restored on a Strong Foundation,"
KE, May 1, 2006, B1.

“Celebrating 150 Years,” KP, April 25, 2000,8K.
“What Becomes of Old Churches," KP August 27,
1913, 4.

Daryl Polley
FIRSTBAPTIST CHURCH, FORTTHOMAS.

In August 1915,52 people met in the Fort Thomas
City Building to organize the First Baptist Church
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of Fort Thomas. Shortly thereafter, 77 members of
the First Baptist Church of Newport joined the
congregation. The church hired as its first pastor
Rev. Frank G. McFarlan and affiliated itself with

the Campbell Co. Baptist Association. For the next
six years, the church held services in the Central
Public School building. The City of Fort Thomas
also used part of the school as its municipal
building.
The congregation purchased a lot in 1924, and
another in 1927, where they planned to build their
first sanctuary. In 1929, during the pastorate of
Rev. Frederick Ellsworth Wolf, a Gothic Style edi
fice was constructed of pure limestone at 600 N.

was passed forbidding women or minorities from
serving as delegates to their meetings. The church
then joined the Miami Baptist Association of Ohio.
In March 1875, to emphasize further its commit
ment to minority rights, the First Baptist Church
of Ludlow brought in a black minister, Rev. Daniel
H. Davies, to conduct special services.
Growth of the congregation was slow in the
early years; however, the pace picked up in 1875,
when Rev. Samuel H. Burgess became pastor. Bur
gess suggested that a new, larger facility be built
farther away from the Ohio River, in an area where
most of the city's growth was occurring. The new
edifice was constructed at Kenner and Linden Sts.

Fort Thomas Ave. Weber Brothers Architects

and was dedicated on October 25, 1891. The new

designed and built the facility, which included a
sanctuary, Sunday school rooms, a social hall, a
kitchen, a pastor's study, a nursery, and a choir

church building caused renewed interest within
the congregation, and attendance soon reached
145. Because of sacrificial giving by dedicated
members, all church debt was retired by 1906. A
parsonage was purchased in town in 1920, on Oak

room.

The First Baptist Church of Fort Thomas held
its 25th anniversary service on August 11, 1940;
the pastor, Rev. Jesse M. Rogers, preached a sermon
entitled “The Romance of Twenty-five Years."
The longest-serving pastor of the fellowship
was Rev. George Stephenson Munro, who came to
the United States from New Zealand in 1948. He

attended the Southern Baptist Theological Semi
nary in Louisville and received his BA from
Georgetown College (Ky.) in 1953. He later earned
his MA from the University of Kentucky in Lex
ington. Munroe served as pastor of First Baptist
from 1955 until 1984.

The First Baptist Church of Fort Thomas now
has about 400 members, and the pastor is Rev. Jo
seph D. Boone, who has been there since 2000.
“Baptists Plan New Church,” KP, September 24, 1929,
5.

St., between Adela and Helen Sts.

In 1924 the First Baptist Church of Ludlow
participated in an ecumenical service at the Lud
low Presbyterian Church in honor of seven area
soldiers who had been killed during World War I.
Many other Protestant and Catholic churches in
the area also joined in that memorial service.
By 1926 the First Baptist Church of Ludlow
had grown to 471 members, creating the need for
a larger facility. A two-story addition was built at
a cost of $27,000 and was dedicated on April 1,
1928. By the time of the church's centennial ser
vice on December 17, 1949, membership had
increased to 577. During the next several years,
additional land was purchased to allow for fu
ture expansion. A new larger facility was con
structed in 1964, at a cost of $300,000. The pastor

membered as a person who loved to sing, was a
janitor in the church. Green later formed the
Bethel Baptist Church in Maysville, even be
fore his ordination in 1847. In 1858 several men

from the First Baptist Church of Maysville col
lected $850 to purchase the freedom of Rev.
Green's wife and their three children so that the

family could live together. The church started a
Sunday school in 1840. In 1875 Dr. J. M. Frost Jr.,
of the church, helped organize the Baptist Sunday
School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention
and served that organization as its first executive
secretary. In 1886 the Gothic-style structure of the
First Baptist Church was built on Market St. using
the old cornerstone. Then in 1902 Mary Caroline
Cox donated money for the purchase of a pipe or
gan for the church.
The First Baptist Church of Maysville cele
brated its centennial in 1938 under the leadership
of Dr. A. D. Odom. Because large crowds were at
tending, the church built a fullbasement under the
building to accommodate Sunday School classes
and fellowship meetings. In 1973 this church hired
its youngest pastor, Rev. Jim England, who helped
find a home for the Day Care Center for Retarded
Children, sponsored by Comprehend Inc.
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. Maysville, Kentucky:
From Past to Present in Pictures. Maysville, Ky:
Mason Co. Museum, 1983.

Cathcart, William. The Baptist Encyclopaedia: A
Dictionary. Philadelphia: Everts, 1883.
Hughes, Gary K. “150 Years of Faith and Witness,”
Church Bulletin, May 29, 1988, First Baptist
Church, Maysville, Ky.
Vertical files, Kentucky Gateway Museum, Maysville,
Ky.

Alex Hyrcza

at that time was James E. Howell, who served the
"Baptists to Start New Church in Ft. Thomas,” KP,
August 10, 1915, 1.
“Cornerstone of Ft. Thomas Church to Be Laid Sun

day,” KTS, October 12, 1921, 25.
“First Baptist Church of Ft. Thomas," KP, May 27,
2004, 4K.

“Ft. Thomas Baptists Plan New Building." KP, July 18,
H930, 1.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, LUDLOW. This

church is one of the oldest continuously operating
churches in Northern Kentucky. Evidently, it was
begun in 1847, as a mission of the Second Baptist
Church, Covington. That would place its origin at
15 years before the incorporation of the City of
Ludlow and just 7 years after Kenton Co. was
formed from Campbell Co. The group held its first
services in a public school building in Ludlow on
Ash St., just east of Locust St. Sponsored by Cov
ington's Second Baptist Church, the new group of.
ficially became the First Baptist Church of Ludlow

congregation from about 1955 until his death in
1976. During his pastorate, church membership
reached 1,000.

A new multipurpose building, containing class
rooms, offices, a library, and a fellowship hall, was
built in 1988, at a cost of $379,859. The larger mem
bership required that more parking spaces also be
provided. Several buildings across the street from
the church were purchased and razed for that pur
pose. By 2000, church membership had climbed to
1,100, and the pastor was Rev. James P. Daniels. In
2007 Rev. Paul Anglin Jr. became pastor. The First
Baptist Church of Ludlow is now affiliated with the
Northern Kentucky Baptist Association.
Reis, Jim. “Congregation Plans Celebration of 150th
Birthday," KP December 6, 1999,4K.

— "First Baptist of Ludlow Reflects Proudly on Its
Past,” KP, December 6, 1999, 4K.

the members met in the homes of its members. In

1828 the church changed its name to the Coving
ton Baptist Church, because most of its members
lived in Covington. By 1840 the church was once
again reorganized and was renamed First Baptist
Church of Newport.
From February 1840 until 1843, the First Bap
tist Church of Newport held church services at the
Newport Court House, at the Newport Seminary,
and at various city school buildings. In 1844,
James Taylor Jr. transferred property on the
south side of Bellevue St. (Fourth St) between E.

on December 11, 1849.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, MAYSVILLE.

William Hay, who later served as a Ludlow city
councilman, gave the church a lot at the corner of
Carneal and Hay Sts., where a small meetinghouse
was built. One individual, C. W. Scott, paid the en
tire cost of construction. The new church group
affiliated itself with the North Bend Baptist Asso

The present-day First Baptist Church of Maysville
began in 1838 through the work of Thomas J.

ciation but withdrew in 1870, when a resolution

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, NEWPORT. A

group of Baptists in Newport wanted a place to
worship, and on August 8, 1812, the First Baptist
Church of Newport was formed by seven charter
members. One month later, on September 12, 1812,
the church was formally received into the North
Bend Baptist Association. Since this church group
did not have a regular pastor for about five years,

Fisher and his revivals. Rev. Gilbert Mason was

the new church's first pastor. The next year,
Thomas Y. Payne gave the church a bell from the
Verdin Bell Company in Cincinnati. During this
period the former slave Elisha W. Green, re

Row St. (Washington Ave.) and Saratoga St. to the
church trustees, for the sum of $1.00. Although the
church was strapped for construction funds, the
members donated services to finish the project,
and the first church building was completed some
time in the late 1840s.

In 1881 the congregation purchased a frame
building at Ringold (now Eighth) and York Sts.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, MAYSVILLE

This building was previously occupied by the
town's Congregational Church. Over a period of
time, Newport's First Baptist Church organized
various missions, including one in town known as
the Walnut Street Mission at Ninth and Patterson

Sts. An 1889 report of the North Bend Baptist As
sociation indicated that the First Baptist Church of
Newport was operating two mission Sunday
schools as well as one in the main church building.
The present church building at Eighth and
York Sts. was dedicated on Sunday, February 14,
1892. The architects were S. W. Rogers and Son,
and the auditorium seated nearly 700. In 1902 the
building's auditorium was enlarged, giving addi
tional space to the front of the church. Another lo
cal off-site mission effort, called the West Side Mis

Christ) was a new denomination begun in Paris,
Ky., in 1804 by a group of Presbyterian ministers.
They signed a document at the Cane Ridge Meet
ing House in Paris that "called for unity among
Christians along non-sectarian lines." It was one of
the first denominations to get its start in the United
States. In Covington, 15 people met in a one-room
house on Second St. In 1833 the congregation was
virtually wiped out by a cholera epidemic, and it
disbanded. Arnold, a businessman and politician
who eventually made his fortune in real estate and
tobacco, revived the church in 1840. Members

worshipped in histobacco warehouse, probably on
lower Greenup St. Arnold was determined to build
a church and, in 1843, donated land on the south

sion, was organized in 1914. Initially, this mission

side of Third St. He bought building materials and
hired construction workers and paid the costs

was located at 327 W. Sixth St. Later, it moved to

himself—in silver half dollars.

Eighth and Brighton Sts. and became Newport's
Brighton St. Baptist Church.
On August 15, 1916, the First Baptist Church of
Fort Thomas was organized, with 77 members
from Newport taking their membership transfer
letters to unite with the newly formed church. In
spring 1924, plans were drawn up by the First Bap
tist Church of Newport to add an additional Sun
day school building, located on York St., adjacent

When the congregation outgrew that space,
Arnold bought another plot of land, at 14 W. Fifth
St., next to his home, for $4,000. Then he loaned

337

church bus. An elevator, added in 1990, was large
enough to carry a casket from the ground level to
the third-floor sanctuary. The pipe organ was
renovated and moved once again to the front of
the sanctuary. “In the 1990s, the congregation de
cided to reach out to the community," Patricia
Hatfield, the church's pastor, said. First Christian
joined the Interfaith Hospitality Network, and
now about every eight weeks the church houses
families who need temporary shelter. “The pro
gram keeps families together," said Kay Peacock,
copastor, in 1994. In 2000 the church's pastor in
augurated a Sunday worship service for senior
citizens at the nearby Panorama Apartments, and
in fall 2001 the congregation started offering free
community dinners every Saturday night for
those in need.

Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincin
nati. J. M. Armstrong, 1878.
DeVroomen, Sacha. “Hearts, Doors Open to Home
less Families,” KP, December 8, 1994, 14A.

the congregation $3,000 to build the church,
which was dedicated on March 23, 1867. Five

Hatfield, Patricia N., pastor, First Christian Church.
Interview by Ann Hicks, June 8, 2005, Coving

years later the loan had not been completely re
paid, and Arnold himself pledged $275 toward
the $700 balance. In 1875 a disagreement over the
recalling of a minister divided the congregation.

ton, Ky.
Nichols, Edythe. “Narration for The Church's One

to and on the south side of the current church

The result was the formation of Madison Avenue

Grand Piano, Elevator and Chancel Renovation,"

building. In 1933 the church established a work
program (called the Good Will Center) for the un
employed in Newport at 519 Isabella St.
In 1940 about 41 members left the First Baptist
Church of Newport to form the Trinity Baptist
Church of Newport. On June 29, 1958, the corner
stone was laid at the First Baptist Church of New
port for a new three-story educational building, to
house Sunday school rooms, the church office, and
a gymnasium. A new educational building was
constructed on Eighth St., adjacent and to the rear
of the church, and was dedicated on April 19, 1959.
During the 1960s, members of the church became
active in the Committee of 500 to clean up gam
bling and crime in Newport. In 1987 the congre
gation held a special celebration commemorating

Christian Church, called the Fourth Street Chris

October 6, 1991, First Christian Church, Coving
ton, Ky.

the church's 175th anniversary.
“First Baptist. Dedication of the New Church To
morrow," KJ, February 13, 1892, 1.
History of the First Baptist Church, Eighth and
York Streets, Newport, Kentucky. Newport, Ky.
First Baptist Church, 1987.

tian Church at the time. On March 5, 1893, a fire

Reis, Jim. “Church Arose from Ashes–First Chris

that started in the Fred J. Meyers Company, a
manufacturer of iron products on nearby Madi
son Ave., destroyed the First Christian Church
and the buildings surrounding it. The congrega
tion raised the money to rebuild the church, mak
ing the new building a little larger than the old
one. Designed by the architectural firm of Dittoe
and Wisenall, the new church building had
stained-glass windows from the Artistic Glass
Painting Company of Cincinnati and was dedi
The congregation grew over the years. In the
1940s, First Christian was famous for its Election

Day turkey dinners. In the 1950s a major renova
tion took place. The front of the sanctuary was
remodeled, the organ and choir being moved to
the rear of the church. New lighting and furnish
ings were purchased and an 11-room Sunday
school was added. The congregation bought the
Arnold house next door and used it as an annex.

In the 1980s two important events happened to

tist Church, Newport, Kentucky, 1812–1962.
Newport, Ky: First Baptist Church, 1962.

the church: another rift and the advent of an

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, COVING

TON. Educator James Grimsley Arnold moved
to Covington in 1818 and helped to form the First
Christian Church there in 1827. Serving as first el
der of the church, he played a major role in its
growth and success until his death in 1876. Arnold
began First Christian with the assistance and guid
ance of a friend, James Challen, who was the first

minister of the Sycamore Christian Church in
Cincinnati. The Christian Church (Disciples of

tian Still Covington Landmark." KP, August 5,
2002, 4K.

. "James Arnold Left Bourbon Co. to Find His

Fortune in Covington," KP, April 16, 2001,4K.
Stein, Tim. “Reborn First Christian Conquers Inner
City Blues," KP, April 6, 1991,7K.
Tenkotte, Paul A.A Heritage of Art and Faith: Down
town Covington Churches. Covington, Ky: Kenton
Co. Historical Society, 1986.
Ann Hicks

cated on October 14, 1894.

Stegar, J. W., et al., comps. History of the First Bap

Donald E. Grosenbach

Foundation, for the Musical Celebration and

Dedication of the Refurbished Church Organ,

evangelical program. A "number of good folks"
left First Christian over a disagreement about the
minister. “From these painful experiences of di
vision in the church family, the congregation re
newed the desire for unity in the body of Christ
and for the ability as Christians to learn how to
better accept each other, even when we disagree,”
a church history claimed. The congregation em
barked on a 10-year evangelical program. The
purpose was to bring worshippers back to the ur
ban church. In 1985 a capital improvement cam
paign raised more than $130,000, which was used
to install air conditioning and protective covers
for the stained-glass windows and to purchase a

FIRST

CHRISTIAN

CHURCH, MAYS

VILLE. The First Christian Church in Maysville
is one of the earliest churches of the Disciples of
Christ movement. Occupying a strategic position

as a port of entry into Kentucky, Maysville was vis
ited on many occasions by Thomas and Alexan
der Campbell, Scottish immigrants who es
poused the ideas of doctrinal reform in the Baptist
churches. Thomas Campbell, a schoolmaster and a
Presbyterian minister, had come to the United
States in 1807 from Scotland seeking a more
healthful environment. A graduate of Scotland's
University of Glasgow and its divinity school,
Campbell was assigned to the Presbytery of
Chartiers in Washington, Pa. He soon found him
self in disagreement with the beliefs of this reli
gious body. Upon the urging of friends, he wrote
the Declaration and Address, a document that

proved to be the basis for a new religious move
ment, the Disciples of Christ.
Thomas Campbell's son Alexander, also a
graduate of the University of Glasgow, expressed
his agreement with the articles of faith articulated
in his father's published declaration, and together
the two men made a great impact on the lives of
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people in Maysville and the surrounding areas.
The Maysville First Christian Church was the di
rect result of the influence of Thomas and Alexan

der Campbell on the local Baptist church.
Alexander Campbell's first visit to Kentucky
was in 1823 to participate in a debate on baptism
with the Presbyterian minister, Rev. William Mc
Calla of Augusta. The Campbellite Reform Move
ment was spreading rapidly through the Baptist
churches in all parts of the state. It divided the Bap
tist Church in Maysville, most of whose members

Decreases in membership to 474 and an aver
age attendance of 145 have prompted the First
Christian Church in Maysville to define its vision
for the future. A plan for revitalization is in prog

ress under the guidance of Dr. Richard L. Hamm,
former general minister of the Christian Church,
Disciples of Christ. The plan calls for 99 members
to be divided into groups of three, who will meet
for 100 days of prayer and contemplation. The
minutes of these meetings will be sent to Hamm,
who will develop a plan to be presented to the

in 1828 united with the Reformed Church; the re

congregation for approval and implementation.

mainder joined the Baptist Church in nearby
Washington.

Rev. C. Wayne Barnett, senior minister, looks
upon this plan as the most meaningful of his
three decades of ministry. Together with Barnett

Since the 28 charter members of the new First

Christian Church in Maysville constituted a ma
jority, they retained the use of the building, paying
an annual rent to the regular Baptists in Washing.
ton. But during a meeting held by Elder John

and the associate minister, Rev. Marla Wilson

O'Kane, the Reformers were forced to leave and

Braden, Gayle A., and Coralie J. Runyon. A History of

find a temporary home in a carpenter's shop in
Graves Alley. With a membership of 84 in 1836,
they built a church on Third St. in Maysville at a
cost of $1,638. The church, built by William B.
Mooklar, was constructed of red brick in a simple
style. The sanctuary was the only room. Sincethere
was no baptistery, candidates for baptism were im

the Christian Church, Maysville, Kentucky. Lex

Brock, the church has become a Bible-studying
congregation.

ington, Ky:Transylvania, 1948.
"Church Says Amen as Mortgage Burns." KE, Janu
ary 18, 1971, 18.

First National Bank and Trust Co., Sixth and

Madison Aves, Covington.

Mason Co. DeedBook 70, p. 75, Maysville, Ky.
Maysville Bulletin, January 20, 1877.
Maysville Eagle, January 17, 1877.

Bank and Trust Company of Covington in Janu
ary 1926.

mersed in the Ohio River at the foot of Fish (now

Coralie Runyon Jones

Wall) St. in Maysville.
The first 48 years after the church's founding
were marked by such rapid growth that a new

COMPANY OF COWINGTON. One of Cov

Franklin D. Roosevelt (1933–1945) declared a

ington's earliest and largest financial institutions,
the First National Bank of Covington was orga
nized in 1864 by prominent Covington residents

"bank holiday" to allow government officials time
to examine the solvency of banks nationwide. Fed

John G. Carlisle, John Fisk, Amos Shinkle,

than satisfactory, although some directors claimed
that the report was politically motivated. The bank
was forced to close, but it reorganized and secured
sufficient assets to reopen. In September 1933, E.A.
Vosmer became the fifth president of the reorga
nized First National and guided it successfully
through the remainder of the Great Depression.

building was built in town on E. Third St. in 1877.
The Gothic structure was erected on a lot 60 by
300 feet, running from street to street, at a cost of
$24,000. The architect and builder was E. H.
Hanna of Dover. One of the features of the new

FIRST NATIONAL BANK AND TRUST

church, the baptistery, was far in advance of those
being used by most immersionist churches of the

and others. Shinkle served as its first president,
and the bank's first location, officially opened on
January 10, 1865, was in the Odd Fellows Hall on

time.

the northeast corner of Fifth and Madison Aves.

The Maysville Christian Church continued to
grow in membership and activities. In 1923 a new
15-room educational plant was completed, built
by J. F. Hardymon. Included were a gymnasium

(see Covington, Downtown). By 1878 the bank
had moved to an Italianate-style building at 515

with lockers and showers, and a kitchen. The

gymnasium was furnished to make it a complete
physical department for both children and adults.
The Maysville Christian Church was one of the
first churches in the state to recognize the need
for such facilities. For many years this was the
only gymnasium in town, and high school games
were played there. In 1951 the basement was exca
vated to provide additional classroom space. An

Madison Ave. After the death of Shinkle in De

After the 1932 death of Lee, Ben Bramlage be
came the bank's fourth president in 1933. In March
1933, during the Great Depression, President

eral examiners found First National's situationless

cember 1892, the board of directors named Frank

The bank's assets more than doubled between 1933
and 1943.

P. Helm, formerly of the Farmers and Traders Na
tional Bank in Covington, the second president
in January 1893. About the same time, First Na
tional merged with the Covington City National

The year 1950 witnessed the naming of a new
president for the bank, Harry J. Humpert, under
whose guidance the bank announced a merger
with the First National Bank of Latonia in August

Bank.

1961. The assets of the First National Bank and

and an outstanding program for youth was estab

Helm held the position of president of First Na
tional until January 1907, when he was succeeded
by E. S. Lee, who served as president until his
death in 1932. Lee oversawa period of greatexpan
sion, including acquisition of the Merchants Na
tional Bank of Covington in 1908 and merger with

lished. In 1964 a three-level addition was con

the Farmers and Traders National Bank in Cov

structed for expansion of the Sunday school and
offices for the ministers. Membership reached its
peak in 1954, when 316 persons were added on a
single Sunday. This was the culmination of a
membership drive directed by Rev. Bayne Drisk
ill, a guest evangelist.
The Maysville First Christian Church has con
tributed several ministers to the Disciples of Christ
ministry: Marla Wilson Brock, Walter Cady, James
Cox, Joseph Frank Jr., Lawrence Hay, and John

ington in 1910, at which time the First National
Bank moved its headquarters to the Farmers and

Trust Company of Covington reached nearly $17.3
million by the end of 1961, and deposits were $15.2
million. In 1962 T. Byron Stephens succeeded
Humpert as president of the bank and served until
1970. A succession of presidents followed: V. J.
Hils, Harold C. Truitt, and Harry K. Lowe (1974–
1983). Suburban development in the 1960s and
1970s led to the opening of branch offices, includ
ing branches at Latonia Plaza (1964), Expressway
Plaza in Fort Mitchell (1967), Crescent Springs

associate minister was added to the church staff,

Shackleford.

Traders National Bank on the northwest corner

of Sixth and Madison Aves. The six-story Beaux
Arts-style headquarters, designed by Cincinnati
architect Harry Hake in association with archi
tects Lyman Walker and George W. Schofield of
Covington, had been completed in 1904. Lee also
applied to establish a trust department, and fol
lowing the Federal Reserve Board's approval, the
bank's official name was changed to First National

(1969), and Elsmere (1975).

With the impending passage of new federal
and state banking laws in the 1980s, bank holding
companies were formed to acquire the assets of
banks. David Barry Briggs of Kentucky Bancorpo
ration Inc., representing a number of investors, in
cluding Central Bancorporation (the parent com
pany of Central Trust Company of Cincinnati),

FIRST TWELVE MILE BAPTIST CHURCH

purchased First National in 1983; the Federal Re
serve Board approved the acquisition in autumn of
that year. Kentucky Bancorporation Inc. operated
subsidiaries under the name of Kentucky National
Bank (KNB), including the First National Bank,
which was officially renamed Kentucky National
Bank in 1985. In 1990 it moved its headquarters to
RiverCenter in Covington, where it leased 37,500
square feet on five floors. In turn, RiverCenter's de
veloper, Corporex, purchased the bank's former
Sixth and Madison Aves, home offices. The follow

ing year, 1991, Cincinnati-based Star Banc Corp.
acquired KNB, and the bank became known as
Star Bank, N.A., Kentucky. In 1993 it moved its
headquarters from RiverCenter to the old Peo
ple's-Liberty Bank on the southeast corner of
Sixth and Madison Aves, the longtime home of
Peoples-Liberty Bank, which Star (First National
Cincinnati Corp.) had acquired in 1987. In 1999
Star Bank changed its name to Firstar, and in 2000
US Bank purchased Firstar.

two groups worshipped in the building on alter
nate Sundays.
In the 20th century, the church building was
used as a headquarters for the distribution of
clothing after the flood of 1937. The church was
later given a brass chandelier, made in France. The
early 1950s saw an expansion that necessitated the
development of a four-level educational unit and
an additional chapel. In May 1980 the building
was completely redecorated. On July 27, 1980, an
earthquake caused minor interior damage to the
church.
Pickett, Thomas E. “W.W. Richeson: The Kentuckian

That Taught Grant," RKHS 9, no. 27 (September
1911): 14–22.

Wilson, Mary L., and Florence Wilson. A History of
the First Presbyterian Church. Maysville, Ky.
Session of the First Presbyterian Church, 1950.
Young, Bennett H. “Division of the Presbyterian
Church in Kentucky," Archives, Eastern Kentucky
Univ., Richmond, Ky.

Alex Hyrcza
Hall, Gregory A. "Star, KNB Wrapping up Merger.”
KP, July 2, 1991, 1K.

Hartell, Greg. "First National: A New Image for New
Home,” KP, October 30, 1985, 1K.

Kingsbury, Gilbert W. "History of the First National
Bank and Trust Co., Covington, Ky., 1864–1975,"
vertical files, Kenton Co. Public Library, Coving
ton, Ky.
“Our 100th Anniversary," KP December 10, 1963,

special section.
Williams, Tom. "Cincinnati Bank Backs Purchase of

1st National,” KP. May 9, 1983, 1K.
. “Federal Reserve OKs Purchase of First Na
tional,” KP, November 2, 198, 6K.

PORT. The First Presbyterian Church of New
port is descended from two older Presbyterian
churches within the city, the Old School Presbyte
rian Church and the New School Presbyterian
Church. In September 1845 Newport was selected
as the site of a Presbyterian Church, and on Janu
ary 16, 1847, a Presbyterian church, later referred
to as the Old School Presbyterian Church, was in
corporated. A church building was dedicated on
October 6, 1848.

Presbyterian

Church, and Robert Robb and John Boyd of the

of the Columbia St. Presbyterian Church, asking to

Cabin Creek Ebenezer Church in Mason Co.,

use their church building for worship. It appears
that subsequently the Old School membership be
came integrated gradually into that of the Colum
bia St. church. In May 1870, 40 members withdrew
from the Columbia St. Presbyterian Church and
formed a new church, the Second Presbyterian
Church, resurrecting a former name.

Paul A. Tenkotte

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, MAYS

VILLE. The First Presbyterian Church at
Maysville was organized June 14, 1817, as part of
the West Lexington Presbytery of the Presbyte
rian Church. Rev. Robert Wilson, Elder William

Richey of the Washington

Kentucky took on the initial work of establishing
the church. This action was the result of the great
religious revival that took place in the western
states in 1800. The first pastor was Dr. John T. Ed
gar, who was elected March 29, 1820. Records do
not show where the earliest congregation met for
worship, but the first building was erected in 1835
where the Washington Opera House now
stands in Maysville. This first church was affec
tionately called the Old Blue Church, because of
its deep-blue paint and its tall spire modeled after
the old English churches.
In 1850 the building was destroyed by fire; ser
vices were then held in the courthouse, and Sun

day school was held in the local Academy of Rand
and Richeson. In June 1850, Andrew M. and Har

riet January deeded to the church the present prop
erty, where services were first held in December of
that year. The building was completed in 1852. In
1867 the church split over the Civil War, and the

congregation, the Corinthian Baptist Church,
because the First Presbyterian Church was moving
across town to East Newport.
In 1893 the members of the surviving First
Presbyterian Church laid the cornerstone of their
new building at 625 Overton St.; the structure was
dedicated in 1894. In 1896 the congregation pur
chased a massive Köhnken and Grimm pipe organ.
In the early 20th century, before Prohibition, the
church became involved in efforts to enforce Sun

day closing laws against local saloons. The congre
gation was dissolved on November 12, 1985. For
several years the church building stood vacant and
neglected, and then the property was sold on
March 21, 1990, to David Hosea. The building was
converted into housing; the original Köhnken
and Grimm pipe organ has been retained. The
smokestack at the rear of the building for the old
boiler has been taken down, but otherwise the

building, with its stained-glass front, appears
much as it has for many years, set in a residential
neighborhood. Today, there is no Presbyterian
church in Newport.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, NEW

In 1851, 14 Newport citizens organized the
New School Presbyterian Church (so named to
distinguish it from the Old School Presbyterian
Church). Then in April 1852 it adopted the name
Second Presbyterian Church. In 1859 that church
built on a site at 520 Columbia St. and changed its
name to Columbia St. Presbyterian Church.
When in September 1861, a tornado destroyed
the Old School Presbyterian Church's building,
the elders of that church approached the members

“Star Bank Set to Move Home Base,” KP, July
10, 1993, 2K.
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On October 3, 1876, the members of the Co

lumbia St. Presbyterian Church and the Second
Presbyterian Church agreed to reunite under the
name Westminster Presbyterian Church. How
ever, strong differences of opinion between the two
churches prevented the merger from occurring. In

spring 1878 the Second Presbyterian Church was
removed from the rolls of the Presbytery because it
became a Congregational Church.
Another name change took place in January
1888, when the Columbia St. Presbyterian Church
became the First Presbyterian Church of Newport.
In December 1891 this congregation sold its 520
Columbia St. property to an African American

Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky: 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,

Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, n.d. ſca. 1995.
Donald E. Grosenbach

FIRST TWELVE MILE BAPTIST CHURCH.

In December 1799 a small group of Baptists began
holding services at Camp Springs in Campbell Co.
They called their congregated body the Four Mile
Baptist Church. Early meetings of the congrega
tion were held in the homes of various church

members. In 1822 the group built a tiny meeting
house nearby, along Twelve Mile Creek, and
changed their name to the Twelve Mile Baptist
Church. In later years, when another Baptist
church was formed in the area, the name was

changed to the First Twelve Mile Baptist Church.
As the congregation grew, a larger church was
needed, and one was constructed in 1836 on a hill

high above the creek.
Since the congregation of the First Twelve
Mile Baptist Church was small and unable to sup
port a full-time pastor, numerous circuit preach
ers filled the pulpit in the early years. They in
cluded Rev. James Monroe Jolly, who built and
was pastor of the Flagg Springs Baptist
Church; Moses Vickers; Elam Grizzle; James

Spilman; James Vickers; and Nicholas C. Petit,
founder of the Walnut Hills Academy in Cold
Spring. Most of those early preachers were not
paid a salary but were given various amenities,
such as having their horses fed and shod; the
preachers also received an occasional chicken
dinner in the home of a church member. Church

records indicate that during the late 1800s the
church began paying its part-time preachers a sal
ary of $50 per year. One of the longest-serving of
those early pastors was Rev. Jesse Beagle, who was
there from 1858 to 1870.

Lightning struck the church building on June
5, 1905, and it was completely destroyed by fire.
Undeterred, church members rebuilt immediately
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

on the same site. Construction materials for the

Shinkle Mission, although the city directory of

ministries of the Immanuel United Methodist

new church were floated down the Ohio River

1869–1870 lists the name as the Powell St. M.E.

Church of Lakeside Park. It is now the Grace

from New Richmond, Ohio, to Oneonta, Ky., from

where they were hauled overland by wagon. The

Church. In 1892 this church was formally dedi
cated as the Shinkle Methodist Episcopal Church

present church building was completed in Septem

and continued to be known as such until it moved

ber 1905. During the Ohio River flood of 1937,

to Independence and became known as Faith
Community United Methodist Church.
The first “Father's Day" Service in Covington
was commemorated by Rev. George Bunton on
June 28, 1914. According to the Kentucky Post of
May 22, 1914, Bunton was the “originator of Fa
ther's Day' in Covington.” During the evening of
July 7, 1915, the Union Methodist Church on Gree
nup St. and the First Methodist Episcopal Church
South on Scott St. were damaged by a tornado
along with more than 1,000 homes in Covington.
On September 1, 1939, the Union Methodist
Episcopal Church and the First (formerly Scott St.)

Campus of that church, conducting contemporary
services in order to meet the needs of the changing
Covington community.
Several famous and notable persons visited
Union M.E. Church, including President U.S.
Grant (1869–1877) whose parents lived on Gree
nup St. across from the church. Hisparents owned
a pew at the church, and the funeral of his father,

the church was surrounded by floodwaters, but
since the building was on a hill high above the
creek, it was untouched.

Over the years many additions have been made
to the building, includinga Sunday school wing and
a churchlibrary. Aparsonage was built in 1961 anda
fellowship hall in 1985. Most recently, a 10-acre tract
of land adjacent to the church was purchased to al
low for future expansion. In a church cemetery near
the creek, many of the early church members and
two of the circuit preachers are buried.
In 1949 the First Twelve Mile Baptist Church
hired as its first full-time pastor, Rev. Russ Hayne.
He was followed by Bill Pack, Bob Brumback, W.
D. Hullette, Elmer Cunningham, J. T. Ryan, Keith
Blair, Chris Field, and, since January 2003, the
present pastor, Cohen Copley.
“First Twelve Mile Baptist Church Boasts a Rich Heri
tage,” Kentucky Explorer, October 2003,37–38.
“History of First Twelve Mile Baptist Church,” First
Twelve Mile Baptist Church, Camp Springs, Ky.
“Worship, Drama Mark Holy Week," KP, March 22,
1997, 15K.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH.
The roots of the First United Methodist Church of

Covington (now Grace Campus of Immanuel
United Methodist Church) go back to 1786,
when Methodist missionaries and circuit riders

were appointed to the area in Covington known as
the Point.

The original congregation of what became the
First Methodist Church of Covington started in
1827 with a membership of 10 persons who met in
homes and public buildings. As it grew there was a
need for a church structure the congregation could
call its own. Its first building was constructed at
233–235 Garrard St. in 1832. With 350 members

by 1843, the congregation built a new brick church
at 530–532 Scott St. In 1846 the Scott St. church

became a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church South, which supported slavery. Dissent
ing antislavery members withdrew to form Wesley
Chapel (later called the Greenup Street Station,
then the Union Methodist Episcopal Church, and
finally, the First Methodist Episcopal Church),
which met in a number of different locations until

the congregation built an imposing Gothic Revival
church on the southwest corner of Fifth and Gree

nup Sts. Designed by the noted architectural firm
of Walter and Stewart, it was dedicated on July
14, 1867. Covington businessman Amos Shinkle
was a large contributor.
At the same time the congregation was build
ing its new building on Greenup at Fifth Sts., mem
bers led by Amos Shinkle and Jonathon David
Hearne started a Sunday school at Powell and Ste
vens Sts. (now 15th and Garrard Sts.). Later, this

Sunday school turned into a mission located at
211–215 Byrd St. The mission was known as the

Jesse Root Grant, was held there in 1873. The head

of the Women's Christian Temperance Union,
Carrie Nation, came to the church in 1901. Notable

Church to seek mergers of various congregations.

individuals who belonged to the church include
actress Una Merkel, businessman and philanthro
pist Amos Shinkle, and Covingon's first mayor,
Mortimer Murray Benton. Four pastors of this
church became bishops in the Methodist Church:
Davis W. Clark, Urban Valentine William Darling
ton, Hubbard H. Kavanaugh, and S. M. Merrill.
Kavanaugh, a native of Clark Co., was pastor at the
Scott St. Methodist Episcopal Church South in
1850. In 1854 he was elected bishop in Columbus,

The Scott St. Methodist Church South, which from

Ga. He was known for his two-hour sermons that

1928 had been known as the First Methodist Epis
copal Church South, was demolished in about
1970 for the construction of the Kenton Co. Pub

could move people from laughter to tears. Darling
ton was a native of Grafenburg and served as pastor
of the Scott St. Methodist Episcopal Church South

lic Library.
On January 19, 1947, the First Methodist
Church suffered a devastating fire that took three

bishop in 1918, he was serving as president of Mor
ris Harvey College in Pittsburgh, Pa.

M.E. Church South (located within the same

block) merged into one church known as the First
Methodist Church. This merger was part of a plan
of the Kentucky Conference of the Methodist

from 1901 to 1904. At the time he was elected

hours to control. The fire caused around $100,000

damage, destroying many items going back to the
early 1800s. In 1965 the church founded a Day

“Closing Not End of Line for Church—New Home to
Outreach Programs," KP June 11, 2005,3K.

Care Center. In 1968 the First Methodist Church

Donsback, Edna Tyson. Our Church through 175

became known as the First United Methodist
Church.

Years. Covington, Ky: First United Methodist
Church, 2003.
Immanuel United Methodist. www.immanuelumc

Between 1977 and 1985, the First United Meth

odist Church of Covington and the Ninth St.
United Methodist Church shared pastors. The
Ninth St. United Methodist Church was a predom
inately African American Methodist Church. Even
after 1985, the two churches held joint Vacation
Bible Schools, Wednesday Evening Lenten Ser
vices, and Thanksgiving and Christmas Services.
In respect to the African American membership in
the church over the years, the membership roster
of 1835 included 15 black members. Cooperation
between these two churches goes back to when
Amos Shinkle purchased the building for the con
gregation, which originally housed the Ninth St.
United Methodist Church.

In March 1986, a microburst toppled the spire
of the First Methodist Church of Covington and
caused more than $124,000 damage. Architect
George Roth assisted the congregation in repairs,
including the reconstruction of the spire.
The membership of the First Methodist Church
of Covington in 1939, after the merger of the First
Methodist Church of Covington and the Scott St.
Methodist Episcopal Church, totaled 901. It stayed
relatively stable until 1960, when the population of
Covington and the river cities began to decline as
members moved to the suburbs. Membership and
attendance declined into the first four years of the
21st century. As a result, in 2004 the church was
closed and reorganized into one of the campus

.org (accessed October 16, 2006).
Tenkotte, Paul A. A Heritage of Art and Faith:

Downtown Covington Churches. Covington, Ky.
Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1986.
Paul L. Whalen

FIRTH, JESSIE (b. June 5, 1864, Louisville, Ky;
d. October 10, 1950, Covington, Ky). Civic-minded
Jessie Edith Riddell Firth, the first woman to run

for public office in Kenton Co., Ky., was also a
leader in the women's suffrage and temperance
movements. She married Charles F. Firth, a rail

road freight agent. By 1913 she was elected second
vice president of the Kentucky Equal Rights Asso
ciation; her election was an honor for both Firth
and Kenton Co. Other counties had more mem

bers, but Kenton Co. was recognized for its “earned
effort to arouse the sympathies of the people." Firth
served as chairwoman of the association's state

convention in 1914. The Kentucky Equal Rights
Association created the Covington Protective
League in 1919. Firth was in charge of the league's
food distribution program and the “barefoot cam
paign" to help Covington children who were go
ing barefoot in summer. When the Kentucky
Equal Rights Association was reorganized and be
came the League of Women Voters, Firth was sec
retary of the state organization and president in
Kenton Co.

FISHING

She received the Republican nomination for
state representative from the 64th legislative dis
trict in 1923. In announcing her candidacy, she
said she wanted better schools and roads. Further

more, she pointed out: “I believe in honesty and
economy in public affairs. I pledge, if elected, to ren
der a full day's work for a full day's pay." She lost the
election to Democrat John L. Cushing, although it
was said that she "ran far ahead of her ticket." In

1930 Firth was elected president of the Covington
Women's Christian Temperance Union. A writer
and painter, she served as society editor of the
Kentucky Times-Star for some 18 years. She was a
member of the First Methodist Church in Coving
ton (see First United Methodist Church). Firth

died in 1950 at her home,911 Scott St. in Coving
ton, and was buried in Highland Cemetery in Fort
Mitchell.

“Covington Woman Is Republican Nominee,” KTS,
October 23, 1923, 33.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 20963, for the year
1950.

Reis, Jim. "A Big Year for Women's Movement," KP.
August 3, 1992,4K.
“Seeks Office,” KP, October 26, 1923, 1.

"Taken by Death,” KP, October 11, 1950, 6.
“W.C.T.U.; Mrs. Jessie Firth Named Union President,”
KP, November 12, 1930, 1.
Ann Hicks

FISHER, BOBBY (b. May 28, 1952, Cincinnati,
Ohio). Bobby Fisher, an internationally famous li
turgical musician, is director of music ministries at
St. Agnes Catholic Church in Fort Wright,
where he has worked since July 1995. He is the son
of David and Esther May Kahn Fisher. Bobby
Fisher graduated from Woodward High School in
1970 and studied classical guitar and music theory
at the College Conservatory of Music at the Uni
versity of Cincinnati. He played banjo, fiddle, gui
tar, keyboard, and mandolin in bands throughout
the region, including, chronologically, Melange,
Smyth Brothers, Coyote, and Jill and Bobby. As a
studio musician playing on recordings for well
known pastoral musicians such as Ed Gutfreund,
David Haas, Marty Haugen, and the St. Louis Jesu
its, Fisher became interested in liturgical music as

St. Paul, Minn.; and the Knockadoon Folk Liturgy
summer camp for youth in East Cork, Ireland. Re
cently, Fisher has been working on music for film
and television, including a PBS special documen
tary on Christian-Muslim dialogue (to air in 2010).

usually with a limit on the catch, are common in
some parts of Northern Kentucky; elsewhere in
the nation, where streams and lakes are plentiful,
pay lakes are rare. The pay lake flourished in the

He lives in Cincinnati with his wife Tarri Baker.

weekly, and advertised in the sports pages of news
papers, with specially tagged fish for prizes, these

“Bobby Fisher." www.giamusic.com/bios/fisher bobby
.cfm (accessed August 10, 2008).
Fisher, Bobby. Telephone interview by Paul A. Ten
kotte, Fort Wright, Ky., August 10, 2008.
Paul A. Tenkotte

FISHING. Fishing in Northern Kentucky is al
ways fresh-water fishing, but beyond that, it varies
depending on whether it is done in a river or in a
lake. River fishing, along the Ohio, Licking, and
Kentucky Rivers, is generally conducted deadline,
using a sinker with a taut line back to the reel. A
good tug on the line, bending the reel, generally
means a fish is nibbling or caught on the hook at
the bottom of the stream and that it is a good time
to set the hook. Bait for fishing in the riversis often
live bait, worms or minnows; however, dough balls,
corn flakes, cheese, or beef smelt (the lining of a
cow's stomach) may be used instead.
The other main type of fishing is lake fishing,
which may occur in pay lakes, in state or public
park lakes, or in farm ponds. Depending on
weather conditions, clarity of water, and turbu
lence of the water, bait for lake fishing can be either
live or artificial (spinners, rubber worms, spinning
lures, and flies). Smaller farm ponds throughout
the region yield nice-sized largemouth and small
mouth bass, which are full of fight and are flavorful
when cooked.

Fishing is done in the rivers or lakes from boats,
from shore, or with trout lines (baited hooks at

tached to long lines, which are checked occasion
ally for catches).
Favorite Northern Kentucky fishing spots
along the Ohio River are the areas just above and
below the Meldahl Dam upriver and the Mark
land Dam downriver. The confluence of the Lick

Tell, Guitar Prayer, Hymns and Hers for Happy
Hearts; If We Dare to Hope, Misa Santa Bár
bara; One Breath (with Ed Gutfreund); Play be
fore God, Season of Peace; and Waiting for the
Light. Fisher is the author of The Pastoral Guitar

ing and Ohio rivers between Newport and Cov
ington has yielded countless fish over the years,
especially to the vagrant populations living nearby.
Carp and channel catfish are common catches
there. The area between the Newport shore and the
first pier of the old Louisville and Nashville
Railroad Bridge has given up as many as 75 perch,
8 to 10 inches long, in an hour. Whether one wants
to eat these fish or not, such fishing certainly is fun.
Up the Licking River south of the I-275 bridge to
Falmouth, and in the branches of that river beyond
Falmouth, live several varieties of game fish not
generally found in the Ohio River. However, as the
Ohio River has become cleaner in the past 50 years,

ist, and he has a series of instructional videos enti

more exotic varieties of game fish have begun to

tled The Liturgical Guitarist. He gives concerts
and leads music workshops worldwide. His work
shops include annual guitar schools for the Na

appear. The river is full of large catfish, and mythi
cal stories of man-sized catfish lurking in lethargy
at the bottom of the dams have been told by the
Corps of Engineers divers who inspect that part of

well as Catholicism. He converted from Judaism to

Christianity in 1970 and was baptized a Catholic
in 1977.

Fisher has recorded for a number of labels, in

cluding GIA Publications Inc. and OCP. His CDs
include Catholic Classics, Vol. III, Go Out and

tional Pastoral Musicians Association; an annual

youth liturgy conference entitled “One Bread, One
Cup" at St. Meinrad, Ind; “Music Ministry Alive!”
Summer institute for young people and adults in

34]

the river's bottom.

Paylakes (sometimes called commercial lakes),
where one pays a daily rate for permission to fish,

1940s and 1950s. Stocked sometimes as often as

lakes were located near the urban areas, where

people might fish all night in hopes of getting the
catch of their life. One of the first pay lakes was
Belle Acres in Southgate in Campbell Co.; it was
also known as Lake Berry for its owner, Albert
Seaton Berry. In 1928 cottages were built around
the shores of the two lakes at Lake Berry. Today
the municipal building-community center in
Southgate is located where Lake Berry was. Just
downstream to the south was Joe's Fishing Lake,
notorious for the fights that broke out there among
drunken all-night fishermen. It is reported that
the lake, though not the business, remains today
just behind Evergreen Cemetery in Wilder,
teeming with fish jumping up out of the water.
Around 1950, Belmont Lake was developed at the
top of Belmont Hill in Dayton. Belmont was fa
mous for its annual fishing contest, where young
contestants lined the shore shoulder to shoulder,

hoping to hook into the largest fish. It was so
crowded that it was dangerous, with baited hooks
threatening the eyes and faces of participants.
Igo's Lake (later known as Wilbur's Lake) was
along Grand Ave. in Fort Thomas, and the WLW
Lake was along Ky. Rt. 10, beyond Flagg Springs.
WLW stood for William L. Woodie, not for the

radio station. Farther out in Campbell Co., lakes
like Tiemier's in Silver Grove (it is still there); Dar

lington Lakes, off Uhl Rd. in Melbourne, Dietz's
Lake, along Nelson Rd.; Neltner's Lake, off Ky. Rt.
8; Claredan Lake, along John's Hill Rd. in High
land Heights (home to that city's municipal build
ing today), and Cedar Wood Lake, in Claryville,
were also pay lakes. Private pay lakes included
Bartlett's Lake in Sun Valley, south of Alexandria,
Ky., and the Bob White Club (still operating to
day), along Licking Pk. (Ky. Rt. 9).
Kenton Co. had a few pay lakes. Hatchet Lake,
at the west end of 16th St. in Covington, where the
cut in the hill for I-75 is today, was a popular fish
ing location for city boys. Its two lakes drained
northward into Willow Run Creek. Both of the
well-known eateries the Lookout House, at the

top of the Dixie Highway, and Retschulte's (see
Barleycorn's Five Mile House, Lakeside Park),
in old South Fort Mitchell, had places to fish.
Funke's Lake was along Turfway Rd., about one
mile from Dudley Rd., and Doc's Lake was along
Richardson Rd. in Erlanger. In southern Kenton
Co. was Ehrhardt's Lake, at Nicholson, and Kenton

Lakes, reportedly stocked by the government in
1880. It was along the Three-L Highway, near
Visalia, as was Redlick's Triple-L Lake, near Ry
land Heights. Miller's Lake was near Covington
also, along the Three-LHighway. ShadyShore Lake
was on the edge of Latonia, in Rosedale, near where
Banklick Creek flows into the Licking River. To
day, it is the Marshall Schildemeyer VFW Post No.
6095.
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FISK, CHARLES H.

Boone Co. once had Lake Air View, offering
both fishing and cabins, off Hopeful Rd. near Flor
ence. Idelwhile Lake was in Richwood, Dixie View

Lake was along U.S. 25 south of Florence, Lake
Echo was on Maher Rd., and Henderson's Shady
Farm was on Moffett Rd.

During 1953–1954, the drought in Northern
Kentucky prompted the state to think aboutbuild
ing some recreational and water-supply lakes in
the region. Thus appeared Williamstown Lake in
1957, built as a recreation and fishing spot and as
the reservoir for Grant Co. Plans areafoot today to
enlarge the lake and perhaps make it into a state
park. Also in Grant Co. are Bullock Pen Lake, near
Crittenden, and Boltz Lake, northwest of Dry
Ridge. Owen Co. received Elmer Davis Lake (the
county reservoir) at about the time the private Elk

men, the "Squirrel Hunters." A volunteer group of
Union sympathizers, they were recruited to help
defend Cincinnati against an anticipated invasion
by Confederate general Kirby Smith's forces. Fisk
was admitted to the Kentucky bar in 1865 and
practiced law in Lexington for a year. He then
moved to Covington and joined the law firm of his
father, John F. Fisk. Charles later became president
of the Kenton Co. Bar Association, was a 33rd de

gree Mason, and was secretary of the Covington
and Cincinnati Bridge Company. He died at his
Covington home in 1930 at age 87 and was buried
in the Fisk Mausoleum at Highland Cemetery in
Fort Mitchell. The day he was buried would have
been his 64th wedding anniversary. He was sur
vived by his wife, Margaret, and a son and a
daughter.

son Co. In Kenton Co. the relatively new Doe Run
Lake, built for flood control, is now the largest lake
in the county. In southern Campbell Co. is the A.J.
Jolly Lake at the park of the same name, which was
opened in the early 1960s as Campbell Co. Park.
Persons 16 years of age or older who fish in these
public fishing places or in the rivers are required to
have Kentucky state fishing licenses.
Fishing was a popular enough sport that the
local newspapers had weekly if not daily fishing
columns. For many years John E. Murphy and Bob
Rankin both wrote informative and interestingar
ticles in Northern Kentucky newspapers. Their
pieces were full of local history, and the newspa
pers often sponsored area-wide fishing contests.
Stores such as Rink's Bargain City, Sports of All
Sorts, and Wal-Mart today carry extensivelines of
fishing equipment, and at one time it seemed that
every river city in Northern Kentucky had its own
bait shop. Boys gathered nightcrawlers after heavy
rains and sold them to bait stores for 25 cents per

nati Bridge Company, the First National Bank of

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun

Covington (see First National Bank and
Trust Company of Covington), the High
land Cemetery, the Covington Gas Light Com
pany, and the Kenton Insurance Company. He
also served as Covington city attorney, president
of the Covington school board, and Kenton Co.
attorney. He was a Kentucky state senator from
1857 to 1862 and served as Speaker of the Senate.
Fisk was also the lieutenant governor from 1862

dozen; dealers stored them in old soft-drink cool

ers before reselling them. In recent years the State
of Kentucky has experimented with stocking some
local lakes with rainbow trout, to the delight of fly
fishers; the problem appears to be that the water
temperatureofarea streams and ponds is generally
not coolenough for trout to flourish.
Forest, Wally. "Bullock Pen Versatile Lake." KP May

and a church. With its tobacco warehouse and

ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.

"Fiskburg." Newport Local, September 5, 1878,2.
Greg Perkins
FITZPATRICK, THOMASP (b. May 14, 1894,

Cleveland, Ohio; d. June 22, 1962, Covington, Ky.)
Thomas P. Fitzpatrick, a professional boxer and a
colorful Democratic politician, was the son of a
mill hand, Timothy Fitzpatrick, and his wife Mar
garet Daly. The family moved to Covington, and
there, as a young boy, Thomas attended St. Pat
rick Elementary School. He later graduated from
the St. Xavier Business College in Cincinnati. Fitz
patrick served in the U.S. Navy for four months at
the end of World War I. As a young adult, he be
came a well-known lightweight boxer and later
worked as a boxing referee, promoter, and match
maker. In partnership with "Biddy Bishop," he was

personally responsible for bringing many high
profile boxing matches to the old Riverside Arena
at Second St. and Madison Ave. in Covington.

5, 1970, 26.

Murphy, John E. "Astream and Afield," KP May 31,
1940, 13.

Reis, Jim. "Fishing at the Old Pay Lake," KP August

Fitzpatrick was elected as a Kentucky state rep
resentative in 1933, a position he held for 10 years.
He served as Covington mayor from 1944 to 1946
and as Kenton Co. sheriff the following four years.
After his term as sheriff ended, he left politics for

16, 1993, 4K.

Michael R. Sweeney
FISK, CHARLES H. (b. August 31, 1843, Fisk.
burg, Ky.; d. October 19, 1930, Covington, Ky.) At
torney and Civil War veteran Charles Henry Fisk
earned his bachelor and law degrees at Miami Uni
versity, Oxford, Ohio. At the start of the Civil War,
he was instrumental in recruiting a company of

"Fisk Is Dead," KP, February 22, 1902.
Levin, H., ed. The Lawyers and Lawmakers of Ken
tucky Chicago: Lewis, 1897.

cigar-making factory, Fiskburg was a center forto
bacco farming. The community presumably re
ceived its name from the Fisk family, one of the ar
ea's larger families. Well-known members of that
family include John F. Fisk and his son Charles
H. Fisk; both were prominent attorneys and poli
ticians in Northern Kentucky during the late 19th
and early 20th centuries. Fiskburg's most enduring
institution is the Wilmington Baptist Church,
whose cemetery contains the graves of severallocal
area pioneers. Fiskburg has a rural charm typified
by its well-preserved farmhouses and open spaces.

Falmouth Lake State Park, around a dam across

fishing; and there is fishing in the lake at the Blue

Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky Cincinnati:
J.M. Armstrong, 1878.

1815, Genesee Co., N.Y.; d. February 21, 1902, Cov
ington, Ky.) Educator, Democratic politician, and
lawyer John Flavel Fisk was educated in the com
mon schools of New York and then at Cary's Acad
emy in Cincinnati. He began his academic life as
principal of the Germantown Academy and later
served as principal at Mason Academy in Mason
Co. He studiedlaw under Frank Hordat Maysville
and under James T. Morehead and James Pryor
in Covington. He married Elizabeth S. Johnson
on October 14, 1842; they had seven children. Fisk
served on the boards of directors of many orga
nizations, including the Covington and Cincin

"Fisk Is Dead," KP, October 20, 1930, 1.

Licks Battlefield State Resort Park in Robert

Flavel Fisk was considered to be one of the most

successful and able lawyers in the region and also
an outstanding orator. He was buried in Highland
Cemetery.

FISK, JOHN FLAVEL (b. December 14 or 15,

Lake Shores was built. In Pendleton Co. the state

the General Butler State Resort Park offers

1865. From 1868 until he retired in 1890, he prac
ticed law with his son Charles Henry Fisk. John

FISKBURG. Fiskburg is an unincorporated
community located in southeastern Kenton Co., in
the vicinity of Madison Pk. (Ky. Rt. 17) and Fisk
burg Rd. (Ky. Rt. 2046). Settled in the early 1800s,
Fiskburg became a small but prosperous farming
community. By the 1880s, the town contained sev
eral farms, a school, a Grange hall, a general store,

created Kincaid Lake State Park, once known as

Kincaid Creek in the early 1960s. In Carroll Co.

until 1863. He returned to the Senate from 1863 to

four years, before again being elected a state repre

John F. Fisk.

sentative in 1954. He held that position for the re
mainder of his life, serving as Speaker of the Ken
tucky House of Representatives from 1956 until
1958. On the final day of the 1962 session of the

Five-AND-DIME stores

343

state legislature, Fitzpatrick suffered an asthmaat
tack, for which he was hospitalized and from which
he died several months later, at St. Elizabeth Hos

º

pital in Covington.
At the time of his death, he and his family were
living in Covington at 305 W. Sixth St. Funeral
services were held at Covington's St. Patrick Cath
olic Church, and burial was in St. Mary Cemetery,
Fort Mitchell. Thomas P. Fitzpatrick was survived
by his wife Ida Welsh Fitzpatrick and a daughter,
Charlotte Fitzpatrick Richter. During his long and
colorful career, he was a member of many clubs,
including the Covington Eagles, the Elks, the
Knights of Columbus, and the HolyName Soci
ety. He was also a prominent figure in St. Patrick's
Day celebrations locally.

-

ºº

"Thomas Fitzpatrick Dies at 68." KP, June 22, 1962, 1.
"Thomas P. Fitzpatrick,"vertical file, Kenton Co. Pub
lic Library, Covington, Ky.
Thomas P. Fitzpatrick U.S. Navy World War I record,
on file at the Kenton Co. Public Library, Coving
ton, Ky.
FIVE-AND-DIME STORES. These stores were
also known as 5-and-10 stores, 10-cent stores, and

dime stores. For much of the 20th century, most
large and medium-sized Northern Kentucky cities
had a Woolworth or a Kresge five-and-dime store,

S. S. Kresge Company lunch counter, Madison Ave., Covington, 1965.

andsometimes both, on their main streets. In 1879

Frank Winfield Woolworth opened one of the na
tion's first successful five-and-dime stores, selling
inexpensive items. Soon he started a national chain
of outlets that operated as F. W. Woolworth Com
pany. In 1897 Sebastian Spering Kresge entered a
partnership with J. G. McCrory in 5-and-10-cent
stores; in 1912 he incorporated the S. S. Kresge
Company. These two national chains, Woolworth
and Kresge, achieved great success, purchasing in
expensive items in large quantities, so that their
stores could sell more cheaply than local indepen
dent merchants. An early feature of the dime store
was the open display of merchandise on tables, so
customers could examine the merchandise them

selves before purchase. Before this time, storekeep
ers generally kept merchandisein cases and behind
counters, requiring customers to ask for the items
they wanted. Another innovation of dime stores
was the inclusion of lunch counters, which soon

became affordable and popular gathering places,
featuring hot dogs, hamburgers, soft drinks, and
daily"blueplate" specials. The 5-and-10-cent stores
also provided employment opportunities for
women, who were typically called salesgirls.
The prosperity of the Woolworth chain was
evidenced in 1913, when it opened a corporate
headquarters building, then the world's tallest
building, in New York City. By 1922 Woolworth
operated 1,174 stores in the United States and Can
ada. Woolworth's main competitor, S. S. Kresge
Company, remained a formidable opponent by pi
oneering in the use of newspaper ads and radio
commercials to advertise its business.

The first Woolworth in Covington opened in
1898 at Pike and Washington Sts., eventually
moving to 734 Madison. A cousin and former
partner of F. W. Woolworth was Seymour H. Knox,

who opened his own chain of 5-and-10-cent stores,
including two S. H. Knox & Company stores in
downtown Covington, the first at 40 Pike St. and
the second at 632 Madison Ave. (the latter opened
in 1910). In 1911–1912, Knox merged his 112 stores
nationwide with Woolworth's 318; thereafter the
S. H. Knox store at 632 Madison became an F. W.
Woolworth store. In 1927 the Woolworth store at

632–634 Madison Ave. doubled its size, opening
a lunch counter and increasing its salesgirl staff
to 35.

By far the largest five-and-dimestore in North
ern Kentucky was the three-story (plus a basement)
F. W. Woolworth on the southeast corner of Sev

enth St. and Madison Ave. in Covington (currently
the Madison; see Covington, Downtown). F. W.
Woolworth Company built this new Art Deco
style, air-conditioned store in 1941, with a grand
opening in March 1942. The store featured candy,
perfumes, jewelry, toiletries, sundries, stationery,
books and magazines, and a 110-foot-long lunch
counter on the entry floor. On the lower (basement)
floor were toys, pets, housewares, domestics, and
clothingformen, women, and children.The kitchen
was located on the second floor, with cutting-edge
conveniences such as two large refrigerators, an
electric dishwasher and drier, an electric potato
peeler, three garbage disposals, and a silverware
washer and polisher. Offices, employeewashrooms,
and a salesgirls hat-check room were also located
on the second floor. The third floor contained a

stockroom, a horticulture room where plants were
prepared and kept at cool temperatures, and "a
locker and shower room for Negroporters."
Downtown Newport also had an F. W. Wool
worth, located at 728 Monmouth St., which opened

in about 1914. In February 1925, the Newport
Woolworth store burned; it reopened in Septem
ber 1927 with 5,000 square feet of retail space, in
cluding a lunch counter and soda fountain. The
company opened a new store in the Newport
Shopping Center in 1956, operating there suc
cessfully until the early 1990s, again with a lunch
counter, where 35-cent hamburgers were the fea
tured hit. Through 1959, F. W. Woolworth oper
ated both stores in Newport, but by 1960, the
downtown Newport location had closed.
S.S. Kresge opened its 15th outlet nationally in
Newport in 1916. Eventually, Kresge operated two
stores simultaneously within the 800 block of
Monmouth St. (812and822) in Newport: one was
called a dime store and the other a dollar store. In

1941 Kresgebuilt anewbuildingat{22Monmouth
St., continuing to operate out of both locations.
The Newport Kresge stores were remodeled in
1963. In the 1970s, Kresge closed its store at 812
Monmouth but continued operations of its outlet
at 822 Monmouth before closing in about 1983,
Downtown Covington's S. S. Kresge store, at
618–622 Madison Ave. in the ground floor of the
YMCA building, opened in about 1916. In 1932,
when an adjoiningstoremoved out, Kresge opened
larger quarters in the YMCA building at 624 Mad
ison. The downtown Covington Kresge's closed on
December 31, 1966.

In Maysville, Woolworth operated astorefrom
1922 to 1956, and the smaller G. C. Murphy chain
was there for 60 years, 1924 to 1985. S.H. Kress &
Company, a small chain of stores, also was repre
sented in downtown Maysville for a time. The Ben
Franklin dime-store chain operated in Brooksville
and Carrollton and also in the Latonia Shopping
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Center in Covington. The W. T. Grant chain had
an outlet in the Expressway Plaza in Fort Mitchell.
There were also small privately owned single-store
operations such as Boyer's in Silver Grove, Dayton
Dime Store, Erlanger 5¢ to $1.00 Store, Fort Mitch
ell 54 to $1.00 Store, Greenup 54 to $1.00 Store in
Covington, Latonia 54 to $1.00 Store, Ludlow 54 to
$1.00 Store, and Morris Department Store in
Erlanger.
By the 1960s, the heyday of the 5-and-10-cent
stores was quickly fading. In 1962 S. S. Kresge Co.
opened its first Kmart stores, "big box" discount
department stores generally located in suburban
shopping centers with plenty of free parking and
longer hours of operation. The move heralded the
growth of suburbia and the steady decline of
downtown retail centers and of dime stores. Like

wise, Woolworth's opened Woolco discount de
partment stores, although there were none in
Northern Kentucky. Covington's S.S. Kresge store
closed in December 1966, and its downtown

Woolworth outlet in January 1990. Kmart Corpo
ration sold its remaining Kresge stores to Mc
Crory in 1987, the last Woolworth stores in the
United States closed in 1997. The first Kmart in

Northern Kentucky opened in Edgewood in No
vember 1972; in addition, there are now Kmart

stores in Newport, Florence, and Maysville. If
there are modern replacements for the classic five
and-dime stores, they are the contemporary Fam
ily Dollar, Dollar General, and Dollar Tree store
chains.

“Everything but Miracles Worked by Equipment in

The church cemetery at Flagg Springs contains
the remains of Thomas Jefferson McGraw, one

of two Campbell Co. residents executed by Union
authorities during the Civil War for recruiting for
the Confederacy. Flagg Springs had a post office,
and several important structures also played a part
in the area's history. The oldest and most promi
nent building, other than the Baptist church, was
the Beech Grove Academy. Next door was a camp
ground called the Beechgrove Sunday School
Union. Still functioning today, it holds outdoor
singing and religious meetings on the site of the
former seminary. Later, a smaller school was built
on the property of the former seminary; it was also
called Beechgrove. The Eastern Campbell Co. Fire
Department, is located in town.
Just across the road was a facility called Camp
Sunshine. Beginning in 1928, this camp was a
place for "city" kids to experience (free of charge)
the outdoors and country life. It eventually closed,
and the Mentor Baptist Church bought the prop
erty and built a new church there in 2001. Today a
golf course called Flagg Springs is located next to
the church. The development of the AA Highway
has impacted the area in that many new homes are
under construction and new growth is sprouting
up around Flagg Springs.
An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,
Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
Kenneth A. Reis

New Covington Store,” KP, March 24, 1942, 1.
Kresge, Stanley S. The S. S. Kresge Story. Racine,
FLAGG SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH. The
Wis.; Western, 1979.

“New Business," KP May 10, 1951, 3.
“New 5-And-10 Store,” KP September 4, 1925, 1.
Pitrone, Jean Maddern. F. W. Woolworth and the

American Five and Dime. Jefferson, N.C.; McFar
land, 2003.

S. S. Kresge Company Records, Bentley Historical Li

brary, Univ. of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich.
Vertical File, Library, Kentucky Gateway Museum
Center, Maysville, Ky.
Jack Wessling and Paul A. Tenkotte

FLAGG SPRINGS. The area known as Flagg
Springs (also called Flagg Spring) is located in
southeastern Campbell Co. in an area along the
AA Highway, Smith Rd., and Ky. Rt. 10 (originally
called the Alexandria–Flagg Springs Turnpike).
Flagg Springs is shown on the local 1883 Lake atlas
as having a couple of stores, agristmill, a blacksmith
shop, the Beech Grove Academy, numerous
springs, and the Flagg Springs Baptist Church.
Although never a part of any incorporated town,
the Flagg Springs Baptist Church has long been the
area's meeting and social centerpiece.
At first the Flagg Springs area was named Ken
nedy's Ferry, after the early settlers; it became Flagg
Springs in 1817, deriving this name from the Ken
nedy family's farm, named the Flagg Springs Farm.
Flagg in the farm's name came from the irises
growing in abundance on the farm, and Springs
refers to the many freshwater springs found there.

historic Flagg Springs (also known as Flagg Spring)
Baptist Church is located along Ky. Rt. 10 near
Smith Road in southern Campbell Co. Tradition
suggests that a small log cabin, and later a frame
building, preceded the present brick structure. A
stone sign mounted on the front of the building is
engraved with the date of December 7, 1833, and
according to church records, that is when the
church was organized, not when the building was
constructed. Rev. James Monroe Jolly is thought
to have built the present structure, although at that
time he was age 15 and living across the Ohio River
at Point Pleasant, Ohio. James Moses “Monroe”

Jolly moved to rural Campbell Co. about 1840,
when he built the Campbell Co. Courthouse. If he
constructed the church, it was evidently after 1840.
Jolly was a circuit preacher who held services once
a month at various local churches. Over the years
many different ministers have filled the pulpit at
Flagg Springs, including Jolly and his son William.
The family names of some of the early church
members were Dicken, Jolly, Kennedy, Maddox,
Stevens, Taylor, and White. Many of those families
remain in the area. Church records indicate that

about 700 people became members of the church
between 1840 and 1890. However, attendance fig
ures and the number of living members at any
given time are not known. There is a graveyard at
the church, with the older graves on the north side
of the building and the newer ones on the south.

The land occupied by the church and the graveyard
was donated by the estate of Edward Morin and
was originally a public burial ground. Between
1829 and 1890, there were about 140 burials. The

most noteworthy grave is behind the church, that
of executed Confederate soldier Lt. Thomas Jef

ferson McGraw. Regular services continue to be
conducted at the church, and in 2008 the congre
gation celebrated its 175th anniversary.
Records of the Flagg Spring Baptist Church, Kenton

Co. Public Library, Covington, Ky.
Turner, Gary R. “Oral History of the Jolly Family,”
Northern Kentucky Univ. Oral History Inter

views, 1976, Northern Kentucky Univ., Highland
Heights, Ky.
Wessling, Jack. Early History of Campbell County,
Kentucky. Alexandria, Ky: Self-published, 1997.

FLESCH, STEVE (b. May 23, 1967, Cincinnati,
Ohio). Steve Flesch, the son of Jerry and Melinda
Flesch, has traveled a long road through profes
sional golf's minor leagues and arrived at a
lengthy Professional Golf Association (PGA) ca
reer and two victories in PGA Tour events. The

left-hander led Covington Catholic High
School, in Park Hills, to the state golf title in
1985, his senior year. He also played golf at the
University of Kentucky at Lexington, where he
graduated in December 1990 with a BA in busi
ness marketing. Flesch turned professional in
October 1990, and beginning in January 1991, he
played on the Asian Golf Tour for five years. He
returned to participate in the Nike Golf Tour in
1996 and 1997 and earned his PGA Tour card by
winning the 1997 Nike Golf Tour Championship.
In 1998, at age 31, Flesch earned PGA Tour Rookie
of the Year honors, the first left-hander to receive
that distinction. He finished 35th on the tour's

money list that year, totaling five top-10 finishes,
including a second and a third. He posted a run

ner-up finish in a tournament in 1999 and again
at an event in 2000, and in 2000 he totaled 13 top
10 finishes—second only to Tiger Woods on the
tour—and finished 13th on the money list with
$2,025,781. In May 2003, having totaled 38 career
top-10 finishes in 174 starts over six years, Flesch
finally won a PGA Tour event, outdueling Bob
Estes in a one-hole playoff at the HP Golf Classic
at New Orleans. Flesch ranked 21st on the money
list that year, then 18th in 2004, with a career-best
$2,461,787. In May 2004 he added his second
PGA title by winning the Bank of America Colo
nial Golf Tournament in Fort Worth; he beat

Chad Campbell by one stroke. As of June 2006,
Flesch's career PGA Tour earnings were $11.8
million, ranking him 48th on the all-time money
list. He had finished in the top 100 of the money
list each of his first eight seasons on the tour.
Flesch lives in Union, Ky., and plays out of the
Triple Crown Country Club. He married his
wife, Lisa, in 1995; they have two children, son
Griffin and daughter Lily.
Archer, Todd. "Flesch Living out His PGA Fantasy."
CP, May 14, 1998, 1B.

Schmidt, Neil. “Elusive Trophy Now in Flesch's
Grasp." CE, May 8, 2003, B1.

FLOOD OF 1937

— "Flesch Rewarded after 7 Years of Roughing It,"
CE, August 10, 1998, D6.
Neil Schmidt

FLINGSVILLE. Flingsville in northern Grant
Co. was named for George Fling (1854–1932), who
became the first postmaster when the post office
was established there in 1876. Earlier, the commu

nity was known as Newtown, the origin of the

higher than the levels reached in the 1937 flood. In
the national flood-control program, the local proj
ects are built by the U.S. Army Corps and, when
completed, are turned over to the local govern
ments that shared in construction, operation, and
maintenance costs.

In Northern Kentucky the following cities have
local protection projects built by the Army Corps
of Engineers:

name of the Sherman-Newtown Rd. Located in

Flingsville in the 1870s were a tobacco warehouse,
a veterinarian, two blacksmith shops, several gen
eral stores, a physician, and a chicken hatchery.
Nearby was the Liberty Baptist Church, whose
building served as a school during the week. The
post office closed in 1903. Residents now go to
Crittenden and elsewhere for goods and services.

—Covington, Kenton Co. The project is located at
the confluence of the Licking and Ohio rivers

and consists of work along streams, comprising
1.8 miles of earth levee, 1.1 miles of concrete

wall, 10 pumping stations, and 8 traffic open
ings. Construction began in 1948 and was com
pleted in 1955 at a cost of $8.9 million. Damages
prevented by the project are estimated in excess
of $5 million.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky. Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
John B. Conrad

FLOOD CONTROL. Heavy rains, sometimes in
combination with melting snow, have often caused
flooding along the Ohio River and its tributaries.
Major floods are known to have occurred in 1883,
1884, and 1913 (see Flood of 1884; Floods of

1913). Record flooding took place in 1936 and
1937 (see Flood of 1937), causing devastation in
many Northern Kentucky communities and else
where. The federal government responded to these
1930s events, enacting flood-control legislation
that created a nationwide comprehensive program
for flood control, administered by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers.
Flood-control programs lessen or prevent
flood damage by regulating water flow from reser
voirs, by local protection projects, or by combina
tions of the two means. Channel improvements—
deepening, widening, or straightening the
channel—may suffice to keep small streams from
overflowing during flood seasons. Reservoirs lo
cated on tributary streams of the Ohio River store
waters during times when downstream floods are
likely to occur. (The navigation dams on the Ohio
do not provide flood control.) Reservoirs con
structed for flood control may also be used for
other purposes, including municipal and indus
trial water supply, development of hydroelectric
power, navigation, conservation of fish and wild
life, and recreation. The nearest reservoir to the

Northern Kentucky counties is Cave Run Lake on
the upper Licking River, near Morehead.
Local protection projects, usually levees and
floodwalls, are built along the banks of rivers and
are located both on the Ohio River and on tribu

tary streams. Levees are wide-based earthen struc
tures used where land is relatively inexpensive;

they are usually located in rural areas. A floodwall,
a concrete structure, is more practical for urban
areas. Both levees and floodwalls are likely to have
devices to close openings that allow movement of
traffic at times when flooding is not imminent. In
the Ohio River comprehensive flood-control pro
gram, the reservoirs and local protection projects
are built to provide a level of protection three feet

—Dayton, Campbell Co. The project is located
along the Ohio River upstream from Newport
and consists of 8,170 feet of earthen levee and 2

pumping stations. It was constructed between
1978 and 1986 at a cost of $13 million. Damages
prevented by the project are estimated at around
$4 million.

—Newport, Campbell Co. The project is located
at the confluence of the Licking and Ohio rivers
and consists of work along both streams, com
prising 1.5 miles of earthen levee, 1,500 feet of
concrete wall, 2,500 feet of cellular steel sheet

piling wall, and 3 pumping stations. Construc
tion began in 1946 and was completed in 1951
at a cost of $7.8 million. Damages prevented
by the project are estimated in excess of $30
million.

–Maysville, Mason Co. This project is located
along the Ohio River and consists of 1.2 miles of
earthen levee, 1.5 miles of concrete wall, and 5

pumping stations. Construction was completed
in 1956 at a cost of $7 million. Damages pre
vented by the project are estimated at around
$22 million.

The Corps of Engineers fights flood problems
also by providing detailed technical information
on flood hazards to other federal agencies, state
and local governments, and private citizens,
through its Flood Plain Management Services Pro
gram. This information is used in developing zon
ing regulations, building codes, sanitary codes,
and other measures to reduce property loss and to
protect the environment by avoiding unwise de
velopment in flood-prone areas.
Project Maps and Data Sheets, Louisville District,
Corps of Engineers, Louisville, Ky.
Water Resources Development by the U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers in Kentucky. Louisville, Ky:
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1995.
Charles E. Parrish

FLOOD OF 1884. Before the flood of 1937, the

most devastating flood to strike the Northern
Kentucky region took place in 1884, when the
Ohio River reached 71.1 feet at Cincinnati, 26.1

feet above the flood stage at that time of 45 feet. The
worst recorded flood before 1884 was just the year

345

before, when the river rose to 66.3 feet and it was

immediately proclaimed that the river could never
get that high again. Late December 1883 had
brought snow and cold weather such that the snow
had not melted easily but had turned to slush. In
mid-January of 1884, the Ohio River began to rise
slowly, and on February 14, 1884, it crested at its
then new record level of 71.1 feet at 1:00 p.m. Up
river in Mason Co., east Maysville and the city of
Chester were completely under water; Augusta in
Bracken Co. was also completely covered; the Four
Mile Creek Bridge near California in Campbell
Co. was lifted and carried away; the residents of
Boson in Pendleton Co. saw the Licking River rise
12 feet in one day; the cities of Warsaw in Gallatin
Co. and Carrollton in Carroll Co. suffered similar

fates; Monterey, up the Kentucky River in Owen
Co., was swamped. Petersburg in Boone Co., ele
vated well above the normal pool of the Ohio River,
was the only river city in the region not to be seri
ously harmed. The ferry in Newport halted service
to Cincinnati because the current was too swift.

School buildings were turned into houses of refuge
for the newly homeless. John C. Dueber, the owner
of Newport's Dueber Watch Case Company,
kept his workers busy building temporary shelters.
He opened his Washington St. home in Newport
to 25 children who needed care. Dueber also suc

ceeded in placing a request for help on a national
newswire, and as a result supplies and help started
arriving from around the United States. Homes in
Dayton in Campbell Co. were swept off their foun
dations into the fast-flowing river, and Link's rope
factory in that city was washed away. By 63 feet,
some 3,000 homes in Newport had been evacu
ated; the L&N Bridge in Newport had a tempo
rary causeway built up to it to keep it usable.
Roughly one-third of Newport became submerged.
Covington, although flooded in its lower spots, did
not suffer as much as Newport. Perhaps the most
obvious long-term consequence of the flood of
1884 was the U.S. Army's decision to retreat from
the Newport Barracks, which had endured

floods at the confluence of the Licking and the
Ohio rivers since 1803. In a large basin area around
present-day Ninth St. in Newport, a low spot, pools

up to 10 feet deep persisted long after the river re
ceded. The effects of the flood continued to haunt

Northern Kentucky river cities.
Reis, Jim. “Flood of 1884 Wreaked Havoc," KP, De
cember 18, 1995, 4K.

FLOOD OF 1937. While many great" floods are
remembered in the Ohio River Valley, none rivals
the flood of 1937. Over the course of 10 days, the
Ohio River swelled to a height never seen before or
since. The final figure of 79.99 feet, more than 27
feet above flood stage, is still one for the history
books, as are the experiences of those who lived
through the greatest natural disaster seen in
Northern Kentucky.
Water levels in 1937 had been rising slowly
throughout the course of avery wet January as rain
and snowmelt combined to swell both the Ohio

River and its tributaries. By Friday, January 22, the
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cars and entered the buildings through upper-level
windows. Sandbag walls inside the buildings pro
tected the equipment from the floodwater. Rail
lines were flooded out, and workers carried coal to
the boilers in wheelbarrows and in sacks on their

backs. By Monday the electric company had lost its
fight with the rising waters, and the steam turbines
that powered the area were shut down. Water
pumping stations had been flooded and forced to
shut down. Even in the more rural areas, outside of
the flooded inner cities, wells and cisterns were
flooded, the water undrinkable. Waterrations were

running low, and residents of the area walked to
springs and wells outside the floodzone to fill ket
tles of water. In many areas water was brought in
on tanker trucks.

St. Elizabeth Hospital in Covington (see St.
Elizabeth Medical Center) had been built in a

The Depery Home, Keturah St., Newport, after the flood of 1937.

river was recorded at 70.4 feet at Cincinnati. People

Gasoline from breached fuel tanks at the Standard

began to talk about the last record-setting flood,

Oil storage plant floated on the surface of the wa
ter, giving the fire a fast route across the area.
Other tanks and drums exploded when the fire

which occurred in 1884, but few believed the river

would flood at such levels again. A U.S. weather
forecasterpredicted that the river would soon crest
between 71 and 72 feet. It rose to 72.8 feet the next

day, a new record, and continued rising at the rate
of about three-tenths of a foot each hour. The City
of Cincinnati put pumping crews to workin an at
tempt to keep the flood out of the electrical stations
and other utility plants. Already 12,000 to 15,000
residents of Northern Kentucky had been forced to
evacuate their homes.

The vital links connecting the communities of
Northern Kentucky with Cincinnati were already
disappearing. Lunken Airport, then called the
Cincinnati Municipal Airport, was closed as the
floodwater reached its runways. The flood eventu
ally covered the entire airfield, leaving only the top
of the new control tower above water. The ap
proaches to the Central Bridge in Newport and
Cincinnati were submerged. The Louisville and
Nashville Railroad Bridge (L&N Bridge) was
closed that Friday, leaving only the Chesapeake
and Ohio Railroad Bridge and the John A.
Roebling Bridge for transportation of people
and supplies. As the Covington approach to the
Roebling Bridge began to flood, a new path was
constructed, raising the roadbed out of water that
was between two and six feet deep. Martiallaw was
considered for Covington, and special permits
were needed to cross the Roebling Bridge and enter
the city. Thus bridge traffic was limited to the
transport of food and medical supplies.
The next day, January 24, is still known as
Black Sunday in the tri-state region. The Ohio
River had continued to rise and was now at 75 feet.

The utility companies were in danger of beingshut
down by the flooding, and water rationing was
imposed. Then the flood broke an electric cable
for the streetcar lines, sparking a fire in the Camp
Washington industrial district of Cincinnati that
raged out of control in the flooded neighborhood.

reached them, and flames shot 50 feet in the air.

Thirty-five fire companies converged at the Cros
ley Radio Corporation in Cincinnati, struggling
to save the radio plant and to halt the fire at that
point. Off-duty and retired firemen from all over
the area and from places as far away as Columbus,
Ohio, responded to the call for help. The fire was
eventually stopped, but it left behind $1.5 mil
lion-$2 million in damage over three miles of
Cincinnati.

An emergency holiday was declared, forcing
businesses to close their doors. Only vital shops
such as grocery stores were allowed to remain
open. Most church services were canceled because
of the flooding. Western Union was overwhelmed
by the telegrams from out-of-state friends and rela
tives desperate to learn whether their loved ones
were safe. The number of telegrams was so high
that the office stopped making deliveries. Instead,
lists of the recipients were published in local news
papers with a request that the telegrams be picked
up at the office. Police were stationed along the pe.
rimeters of Covington to stop people who came
from the outlying areas to stare at the incredible

supposedly "flood-free" area, but that was of little
help in 1937. After fighting rising waters for three
days, firemen finally shut down the boilers and
furnaces in the hospital's basement and subbase
ment ahead of the inevitable flooding. Even emer
gency power was lost during the night as the elec
tric company's plants flooded. Eventually, limited
electricity was restored to the hospital, but not
enough to supply heat. Blankets were distributed,
and hot drinks were continuously supplied from
the hospital kitchens. Two city steamrollers were
parked outside the building and surrounded by
sandbags. The machines piped steam directly into
the maternity ward to keep the newbornswarm.
By Wednesday, January 27, the first sunny day
in two weeks, the flood was beginning to recede,
although the Ohio River was not confined to its
banks again until February 5. Residents continued
with rationed water and no electricity for weeks.
Relief arrived from neighboring communities,
which had been almost unaffected by the flooding.
The City of Hamilton, Ohio, remembering the help
Cincinnati had provided in a previous flood, mo
bilized residents to send clothing, blankets, food,
and other supplies south. Truckloads of supplies
were sent into Cincinnati, and much of the total

As the disaster reachedepic proportions, Presi

was brought across the John Roebling Bridge to
Northern Kentucky communities.
Life continued despite the raging waters. Pub
lic officials encouraged churches to reopen for ser
vices on January 31, in order to boost morale. At
this time most people cooked with gas, rather than
electricity, and the flooding did not interrupt gas
service in most of the area. Gas pipes ran under
ground, and the gas company had slowly length

dent Franklin Roosevelt (1933–1945) declared a

ened the valve handles as the water levels rose,

state of emergency and ordered government agen
cies to respond on a "war-time" basis. National
Guard troops were sent to augment the local po
lice. The New Jersey Coast Guard arrived with
small cutters to row through the flooded streets.
Many people were rescued from rooftops and
upper-level windows, often being lowered by ropes
to waitingboats.
The electric company fought to keep the power
on as long as possible despite flooded plants and
substations. Workers traveled to the plants by boat,
then crossed plank bridges across abandoned coal

eventually regulating the flow of gas from the roof
of the flooded plant. Meals could still be prepared
and water could be boiled for drinking. Milk was
delivered by boat; the sale of liquor was banned
during the emergency. In those areas with elec
tricity, residents were encouraged to limit their
use to a single light bulb and a radio, in order to
stay abreast of further developments. Boat taxi
service sprang up to meet the demand. The street

site.

cars had been shut down, because there was no

electricity and several garages full of streetcars
were under water, but the Green Line Company

FLOOD OF 1997, LICKING RIVER

put buses into service in the dry areas of the tri
state region. This shift turned out to be the begin
ning of a continuing trend, with streetcars disap
pearing completely in 1951. The C&O Railroad
suspended all normal service into and out of Cin
cinnati but operated a special commuter line be
tween Cincinnati and Dayton, Ky. The service
continued until February 4, the last day of the
flood. Pontoon bridges were built in some areas,
and pontoon ferries were used when the supply of
bridge segments ran out.
As the water continued to recede, crews (many
from the WPA), followed the water line with

brooms and shovels, pushing debris and mud into
the water to be carried off downstream. Others be

gan to assess the damage. A number of basin-area
buildings had collapsed from the pressure of the
water. Portions of streets had collapsed. Houses
had been swept away, leaving behind nothing but
foundations. Numerous boats were lost, many
sunk and others swept away completely. The water
was 20 feet deep over home plate at Crosley Field in
Cincinnati's West End. As waters receded from the

L&N Railroad Bridge, planks were laid along the
tracks to accommodate automobile traffic.

In the end, 10 states bordering rivers were
flooded. Northern Kentucky communities suf
fered more than $1 million in property damage
and 50,000 residents were left homeless. The final

flooded area in Kentucky encompassed 55 percent
of Newport, 60 percent of Dayton, 40 percent of
Bellevue, and 37 percent of Ludlow. Bromley was
an island, completely surrounded by water. The
flooded area completely covered Silver Grove, Mel
bourne, Brent, and Rabbit Hash. One local farmer,

Frank Rouse, wrote in his diary, "Rabbit Hash
washed off of the map.” This turned out to be a
slight exaggeration. The Rabbit Hash General Store
had survived, though it was completely covered by
water. Iron rods installed through the entire struc
ture into the ground secured it against such disas
ters. According to the store proprietors, there is
still river mud in the attic crawl space from the
flood of 1937.

Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,
Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
“Covington Begins Cleanup as Flood Waters Recede,”
CE, January 30, 1937, 14.
“Flood Expected to Exceed 1884 Record,” CTS, Janu
ary 22, 1937, 1.
Frank Rouse diaries, Elizabeth Kirtley Collection,

M1996-0507, Special Collections and Archives,
Northern Kentucky Univ.
Ludlow Celebrates 125 Years: 1864–1989. Ludlow:

Northern KentuckyTypesetting, ca. 1989.
“Ohio River Going toward 80 Feet,” CTS, January 25,
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Rabbit Hash General Store. “History of the Rabbit
Hash General Store." www.rabbithash.com (ac
cessed December 26, 2006).

Reis, Jim. "Coping with Flood of 37." KP, January 29,
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10 Wet Days: A Pictorial History of 1937 Greater
Cincinnati Flood. Cincinnati: Cincinnati Times
Star, 1937.
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depth of 43 feet, exceeding the flood of 1937,
which rose to 42 feet. Flood stage at the city of Fal

stayed at the Pendleton Co. Memorial High
School, the Corral Motel also furnished lodging
to residents who were displaced.
The town of Butler also suffered heavily during
this flood, many families being forced to leave their
homes. An emergency was in effect on Monday af.

mouth in Pendleton Co. is 28 feet.

ternoon because it was feared that the Falmouth

On Wednesday, March 4, 1964, the first of two
intense rains fell on the area, bringing a total of 5/4
inches, with about 3 of those falling in a 24-hour
period. Some 50 families were forced to move from

Lake Dam on Kincaid Creek (see Kincaid Lake
State Park) would break.

March 1964 Pendleton Co. was hit with one of the

worst floods the county had experienced up to that
time. Before 1964 the flood of 1948 had set a record

the flooded sections in Falmouth, and several mo

bile homes in Butler were moved. The Licking
River at Falmouth crested at 375 feet the following
day, just short of a major flood. Friday brought cold
temperatures as the river began its descent. With
skies bright and clear, all danger seemed to have
passed, but March 9 still lay ahead. The second rain
fell in sheets hour after hour. The Licking River,
full from the previous week, was standing at 16 feet
when the new rise began. By Monday afternoon,
March 9, the river had returned to its peak of 375
feet and was still rising. The rain continued as fam
ilies began moving from low-lying areas. No one
expected the river to reach the heights of 1937 and
1948, much less surpass them. The receding waters
in the upper reaches of the Licking River were still
extremely high. This was a bad sign, since that wa
ter would be reaching Falmouth sometime Mon
day evening.
For the first time in the 173 years of the city's
existence, water broke over U.S. 27 and flowed
into the west end of town. It was one of the two

Licking River branches at Falmouth, the South
Licking, that broke all records and covered west
Falmouth. What many people reported was two to
three feet of rushing water that resembled a wave
crashing on an ocean beach. The floodwaters came
so fast that property owners were trapped in their
homes and places of business. Rowboats, motor
boats, and canoes were used to evacuate residents

as the rain continued to fall heavily. Confusion set
in; people were in their living rooms with furni
ture beginning to float around them. Men were
wading in waist-deep water, frantically moving fur
niture up to the second floors of houses.
Falmouth firemen helped to move families
from distressed homes. The patients from the Fal
mouth Rest Home were evacuated by laying them
on mattresses in boats. With the rain beating in
their faces, the aged residents were soaked by the
time they reached ambulances waiting to take them
to the school shelter.

By 1:00 a.m. Tuesday morning, March 10, the
water was breaking in a waterfall over the railroad
tracks in town at Shelby St. Basements in the busi
ness district were full of water, and 10 inches or so
of water stood on the first-floor levels. Owners were

pumpingwateroutoftheirbasements into Wednes
day night.
With the exception of civil defense, police,
and fire radios, the town had no telephone service
and no outside contact. Disaster areas were set up.
The American Red Cross established headquar
ters at the old Falmouth High School building,
where they served food. Although many people

A total of 91/4 inches of rain fell between late

Saturday night, March 7, and Tuesday morning,
March 10, adding to the 514 inches from the previ
ous week. It was estimated that three-fourths of the

city of Falmouth was under water. Officially, the
main Licking River crested at a record 47 feet.
About 400 homes were flooded, and some 200 au

tomobiles were lost to the waters. Many boats were
overturned and swept away. The estimated loss to
the city of Falmouth exceeded $2 million.
Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.
1994].
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Inconveniences," Falmouth Outlook, March 13,
1964, 2.
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Melissa J. Wickelhaus
FLOOD OF 1997, LICKING RIVER, Pendle

ton Co. has seen many floods over the years, but
the flood of 1997 brought more devastation to the
area than any of its predecessors. On Friday, Feb
ruary 28, 1997, the depth of the Licking Riverstood
barely above four feet as it flowed under the bridge
going into Shoemaker Town. However, in just two
days the river swelled to 13 times that depth; it de
voured the small town, turning many homes into
ruins and some into tombs. The rain began Friday
night and continued through Sunday. At about
10:30 Saturday morning, March 1, 1997, the Na
tional Weather Service issued its first flood warn

ing, predicting that the Licking River would crest
at 40.5 feet at 7:00 Sunday evening. Those whose
houses had not been touched when the river

reached 42 feet during the flood of 1937 or when it
reached 47 feet in the flood of 1964 were not

alarmed by the warning, so they stayed. As time
went on and the rain continued, it became appar
ent that Falmouth and the adjacent communities
were in trouble.

On Saturday evening, firefighters and police
began evacuating the 60 patients from Falmouth's
nursing homes. Fire trucks drove up and down the
streets and, using loudspeakers, warned the rest of
the town's 2,700 residents to evacuate. Based on
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earlier predictions, rescuers believed that they had
more than 12 hours to complete the evacuation of
Falmouth, but the river rose faster than expected,

and as the flood waters began engulfing the town,
residents who were still in their homes had to flee.

Some escaped with a few of their personal belong

ings and many with just the clothes on their
backs; others were stuck on the roofs of cars and

houses, calling for help in the darkness. By mid
night Saturday, both of the converging branches
of the Licking River had broken over the banks at
the fairground west of town. A mass of water
rushed at the town with such force that homes

were wrenched from their foundations. One by
one, sections of town lost electricity as the water
rose. Several homes caught on fire. Phone service
was lost by 4:00 a.m. on Sunday, March 2. Trying
to keep up with rescue efforts, emergency workers
were using hand-held radios.
Meanwhile, residents in Butler and other areas

were battling the Licking River's flood waters as
well. Flash flooding was reported in low-lying ar
eas. In the early hours of Sunday morning, the resi
dents of Butler were evacuated. About 60 homes

and businesses in the town were flooded, the water

reaching as high as 17 feet inside buildings along
Mill St.

When the sun rose, Falmouth was a brown lake

dotted with rooftops. Most of the town's residents
had fled, though some were still trapped on roofs
or in second floors of homes. Emergency shelters
were set up quickly in local churches and schools

streets were cleared of logs, brush, and inches of
mud. Crews of firefighters went door-to-door to
inspect buildings. A house would be marked with
a blue Xifit had been checked. A red plastic ribbon
meant nothing was wrong. An X in yellow meant
the house was unstable. But if a house had a yellow
ribbon, that meant it needed a more thorough
search. Most were marked with a yellow X and
would likely have to be demolished.
On Thursday, March 6, residents boarded bus
ses and were driven through town to look at their
homes and businesses; what they saw was startling
devastation. No one was prepared for the scene
that lay before them: broken windows, smashed
buildings, ravaged trees, cars underneath houses,
and empty foundations. The New Pastime Theater
still advertised its scheduled movie, Scream. Peo

ple made their way into broken houses, through
mud up to their knees, and began to clean. Power
washers, pumps, and generators roared as houses
were emptied of their contents. All work ceased at
7:00 p.m.; the residents moved out and the National
Guard arrived. The day's piles of rubble were
hauled away by dump trucks.
Countywide, about 78,600 acres of land were
flooded. Structural damage totaled more than
$36.5 million, more than $29 million in Falmouth

and $7 million in Butler. Some 700 buildings were
flooded and 110 completely destroyed. Thirty
seven businesses in Falmouth did not reopen.
Around 1,500 residents were displaced, and the
Licking River had claimed five lives.

to accommodate those affected. The National

Weather Service continued to update its
predictions—and continued to underestimate the

Gerth, Joseph, and Michael Quinlan. “Forecasters
Missed Licking River's Crest at Falmouth,” LCI,
March 7, 1997, A9.

crest. Sunday morning it predicted acrest of 50feet
by 1:00a.m. on Monday. At the time of that update,

Prendergast, Jane, and Kathleen Hillenmeyer.
“Mother, Daughter Died Together: Memories and

the water was at 40 feet, a level it had reached 13

Tears for Four Killed in Falmouth,” CE, March 7,

hours earlier than the first warning had predicted.
The Licking River finally crested at 52 feet around
7:00 Sunday evening. About 80 percent of the town

1997, Al.

“24 Hours of Terror," KP, March 22, 1997, 1.

and DeCoursey Creeks overran their banks, caus
ing waters to reach as far as Madison Ave. Ludlow
and Bromley also had major areas completely
swamped. Another consequence of the high waters
was that rail service on both sides of the Ohio

ceased, cutting off the delivery of freight and coal.
The reported loss was about $7.5 million in busi
ness; however, very few people lost their lives as a
direct result of the flooding waters.
Northern Kentucky was just beginning to re
cover from the January catastrophe when, as a re
sult of heavy rains in Pennsylvania and southern
Ohio, the Ohio River rose out of its banks again in
March and reached 62.1 feet. The river rose quickly
between March 14 and 18 and receded rapidly.
However, owing to the heavy rains and already
saturated lands, there was considerably more dam
age caused by mudslides and sinking roads. Build
ings that survived the January waters succumbed
to the March flood because of their weakened state.

Again, men were thrown out of work, rail trans
portation was disrupted, and people were dis
placed. This time, though, frigid temperatures did
not follow the flood.

KP, January 14–February 1, March 13–21, 1907.

Blanche Gaynor
FLOODS OF 1913 Northern Kentucky experi
enced severe floods in both January and March of
1913, when the Ohio River and its tributaries

crested at new heights of 62.2 and 69.9 feet, respec
tively. In January 1913, an unusually warm month,

there was an exceptionally high amount of rainfall
throughout Kentucky, 11.89 inches. Every river in
the state flooded. In Campbell Co. the Licking
River jumped its banks on January 6 and then
combined with floodwaters from the nearby Ohio
River. Newport was referred to as “the New Ven
ice." Rescuers came from Cleveland and Louisville,
and soon breadlines formed. In Kenton Co., Bro

Melissa J. Wickelhaus
of Falmouth was under water.

Police and sheriff departments responded to
calls for help throughout the night and the day.
Volunteers and donations began arriving from all
over the region. The National Guard, the Ameri
can Red Cross, the U.S. Army Corps of Engi
neers, and the Federal Emergency Management
Administration Agency (FEMA) reached the
flooded area and offered their assistance.

Many of Falmouth's residents awoke on Mon
day morning homeless and in shelters. A list of
names was created so that people could find family
members and friends at the various sites. As the

Licking River began to recede, the city's residents
began to see what the river had done. Separated
from the flood's edge by yellow police tapes, small
groups stared at the destruction before them.
The city was without drinking water, gasoline,
kerosene, or grocery stores. The town's two drug
stores set up temporary mobile units to fill pre
scriptions. Tetanus shots were provided for volun
teers and residents. Before residents were allowed
to return to their homes, volunteer teams had to

turn off broken natural gas lines. Houses, busi
nesses, and cars had to be checked for bodies. The

FLOODS OF 1907. The winter of 1907 proved to
be a hard one for Northern Kentuckians, especially
those in Campbell and Kenton counties. Two dev
astating floods occurred. In the flood of January
1907, it took five days, from January 16 through
January 21, for the waters to crest at 65.2 feet. Then
during the night of January 21, temperatures
plummeted to the low teens, and a fierce snow
storm with very high winds caused additional
damage to property and prevented rescuers from
reaching people in peril. The waters receded as
slowly as they had risen, prolonging the misery of
the thousands of people misplaced by the natural
catastrophe.
In Campbell Co., the city of Newport suffered
the most, for the Licking River to its west also over
ran its banks; floodwaters from the Ohio River and

the Licking River inundated 45 city blocks of New
port, submerging hundreds of homes and busi
nesses and forcing thousands of residents to flee.
Dayton and Bellevue were flooded as well, but not
as severely as Newport. In Kenton Co., Coving
ton's difficulties were compounded as Banklick

mley, Covington, and Ludlow, and in Campbell
Co., Melbourne, Ross, and Silver Grove all experi
enced flooding from the Ohio River and its tribu
taries. In Mason Co. the floodwaters flowed east of

the Limestone Creek Bridge in Maysville. The
Ohio River overran the levees in Louisville in Jef.
ferson Co. and at Paducah in McCracken Co.;

towns in Ohio Co. along the Green River were sub
merged. On January 13, temperatures plummeted
and a wind and snow storm lashed the Northern

Kentucky region, making rescues difficult and flat
tening houses whose foundations had been weak
ened by the floodwaters. By the time the flood
crested on January 14 in Northern Kentucky, hun
dreds of thousands of dollars in damage had been
done, as many as 8,000 residents were homeless,
businesses and schools were closed, streetcar and

rail service had been discontinued, and coal ship
ments had been suspended.
Northern Kentucky was just beginning to re
cover from the January catastrophe when two
months later, from March 13 to 27, heavy rain
storms dropped from two to seven inches of rain
in 24-hour periods on the region. There were se
vere winds, squalls, gales, and snowstorms. The
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nate. Newport Central Catholic High School
in Newport was constructed atop a hill on a loess
deposit in the mid-1950s. Oak-ash-maple forests
are found on slopes where glacial deposits have
been eroded. Oak-hickory forests are most promi
nent on the ridges and V-shaped valleys of the
ESB. These forests are dominated by white (Quer
cus alba) and red (Q. rubra) oaks and by hicko
ries, shagbarks (Carya ovata), and pignuts (C.
glabra). Sugar maple is now the subcanopy
dominant.

Two types of forest are found in the lowlands,
on the floodplains of the Ohio and Licking rivers
and their leading tributaries. Typical floodplain
forests are characterized by various combinations
of silver maples (Acer saccharinum), cotton
woods (Populus deltoids), box elders (A. ne
gundo), green ashes (Fraxinus pennsylvanicum),
and willows (Salix spp.). Depression forests along

Looking north on Monmouth St. from Third St., Newport, in April 1913.

the Ohio River are uncommon. Their dominants

resulting floodwaters kept building until April 1,
when they crested at 69.9 feet, 7.7 feet higher than
the record reached in January. In Campbell Co.,
Newport once again was marooned, with 90 city
blocks under water and 12,000 people homeless.
In Kenton Co., the city of Bromley was half sub

merged and Ludlow was described as marooned.
Covington was able to send relief help to New
port, Bromley, and Ludlow. In a contemporary ac
count recording business and personal losses
from these floods, the South Covington & Cincin
nati State Rye Company stated its loss as "Enor
mous. Can't estimate." The losses in Newport
alone amounted to $200,000. The March flooding
left people cut off from food and coal supplies;
communities were subjected to grave health con
cerns and looting, as well as dangers caused by
wildlife (for example, snakes sought refuge in the
same places where people went); and an unknown
number of people died from drowning, exposure,
or disease.

While the Ohio and Licking Rivers ravaged
Northern Kentucky, the Great Miami Riverdevas
tated much of the Dayton, Ohio, area, killing 454
people and leaving 40,000 homeless. The state of
Indiana also suffered a heavy loss of life due to this
same period of flooding. The floods of 1913 made
the all-time "Top Disasters: Floods and Tsunamis"
list with a total of 732 people killed. In the after
math of these floods, there was a renewed outcry,
from President Franklin D. Roosevelt (1933–1945)

and many others, for a congressionally funded
flood-control program in the region. In response
the Flood Control Act of 1936 was finally passed by
the U.S. Congress in June 22, 1936, but it came too
late to help prevent the devastating flood of 1937
that occurred in the Ohio River Valley when once
again the Ohio River and its tributaries overflowed
their banks.

"Bromley Is Nearly HalfSubmerged." KPJanuary 29,

"Ludlow Marooned, Fights the Waters." KP January
29, 1913, 6.

"North Kentucky Suffers Worse Than in 1884 Flood."
KPJanuary 31, 1913, 1.

“Sixty Blocks under Water in Newport." KPJanuary

"The Flood in Newport," KPJanuary 31, 1913, 2.

"Flood Waters Have Invaded Newport." KP. January
11, 1913, 1.

conditions.

28, 1913, 1.

"With Cincinnaticut Offby Flood, Key to Vast Terri
tory Is Lost." KP April 2, 1913, 1.
Blanche Gaynor
FLORA. At the time of the European exploration
and settlement of Northern Kentucky, the land
scape in this region was primarily covered with
closed forests, but pockets of open forests, glades,
and prairies were also present. Geographically, the
area is about evenly divided between the Outer
Bluegrass (OBg) and Eden Shale Belt (ESB) subre
gions of the Bluegrass region (see Eden Shale
Farm). Parts of the OBg experienced Pleistocene
glaciation, especially deposits of outwash, and
these influenced topographic, geologic, and
edaphic diversity, which in turn caused biological
diversity.
Today's highly modified landscape is the result
of more than 200 years of land-use changes includ
ing clearing of forests for agriculture (crops and
livestock raising), urbanization and suburban
sprawl, and the building of roads and highways.
Remnants of original vegetation, however, provide
information about the region's native flora.
Closed forests are found on uplands and low
lands. Upland forest associations include Mixed
Mesophytic, similar to those in Eastern Kentucky
but without hemlock. These are most prominent in
dissected areas of Kansan glacial outwash. The
dominant treesaresugar maple (Acer saccharum),
basswood (Tilia americana), beech (Fagus gran
difolia), white ash (Fraxinus americana), yellow
poplar (Liriodendron tulipifera), and red oak
(Quercus rubra); locally, yellow buckeye (Aescu
lus octandra) is found. These forests have a rich

1913, 6.

Dick, David, and Eulalie C. Dick Rivers of Kentucky.
North Middleton, Ky: Plum Lick, 2001.

are pin oak (Q. palustris), red maple (A. ru
brum), green ash, American elm (Ulmus ameri
cana), and swamp white oak (Q. bicolor). The
herbs in this association are adapted to hydric

herbaceous flora reflecting microenvironmental
and microclimatic influences.

Beech and beech-maple forests are now rare
but formerly occupied the upland flats where loess
deposits and Rossmoyne (glacial) soils predomi

Open forests include the blue ash-oak
savanna—woodland in the vicinity of Washington
and Mayslick, Mason Co. These forests were com
posed of wide-spaced open-grown trees that were
found on rich soils and rolling topography. Blue
ash (Fraxinus quadrangulata), bur oak (Q. mac
rocarpa), and chinquapin oak (Q. muehlenbergii)
characterized these communities.
Glades are treeless or almost treeless areas
where limestone or dolomitic bedrock is at or near

the surface. They may be surrounded by trees, usu
ally red cedar (Juniperus virginiana). The flora
consists mainly of herbaceous plants. Glades are
found in the vicinity of the Blue Licks Battle
field State Resort Park.

Prairies in Northern Kentucky are exceedingly
rare, but a few have been found on exposed glacial
outcrops in Boone Co. Grasses including little
bluestem (Schizacrium scoparium), Indian grass
(Sorgastrum nutans), and side-oatsgrama (Boute
loua curtipendula) are common associates along
with a number of other herbs.

Across the region, flora is rich and diverse, re
flecting both habitat diversity and disturbance. Two
federally listed plants, Short's goldenrod (Solidago
shortii) and running buffalo clover (Trifolium
stolonifera), are known to occur in Northern Ken
tucky. Otherspecies of special interest include gin
seng (Panax quinquefolia), synandra (Synandra
hispidula), goldenseal (Hydrastis canadensis),
Great Plain's ladies' tresses (Spiranthes mani
camporum), and side-oats grama.
Throughout much of the area, nonnative plants
(exotics) have become established and pose prob
lems to native plants and communities. The two
species that appear to be the most difficult to eradi
cate are Amur honeysuckle (Lonicera maackii)
and false garlic mustard (Allairia petiolata).
Baskin, J. M., and C. C. Baskin. "A Floristic Study of a
Cedar Glade in Blue Licks Battlefield State Park,

Kentucky" Castanea 50, no.9 (1985):9–25.
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Kentucky Academy of Science 42 (1981):41–45.
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Kentucky," Transactions of the Kentucky Acad
emy of Science 44(1983): 45–49.
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William S. Bryant
FLORENCE. Florence, the largest and most in
dustrialized city in Boone Co., is located in the
east-central part of the county, along I-75. It was
designated a third-class city in 1958. Proximity to
major transportation avenues has been an impor
tant force in the development of this city.
Florence was first called Crossroads, because it
was situated where the road to Louisville, the

Georgetown Rd. (later the Covington and Lex
ington Turnpike), and the road to Burlington,
the county seat, all met. In 1805, 11 people from
the Germanna Colonies of Madison and Culpep
per counties in Virginia settled in the Crossroads
area. They organized the Hopeful Lutheran
Church in January 1806, which was the first Lu
theran church west of the Allegheny Mountains.
By 1818 the stagecoach lineowned and operated by
Abner Gaines of Walton (see Gaines Tavern)

stopped regularly in Florence to change horses.
This stagecoach ran from Cincinnati to Lexington
three times a week. In 1821 the town changed its
name from Crossroads to Maddentown in honor

of prominent citizen Thomas Madden, a lawyer
from Covington, who operated the town's Inn &
Tavern. By 1825 Madden had moved to Missouri,
and the town was renamed Connersville for an

other prominentland owner, Jacob Conner.
In 1828 Connersville applied to the U.S. Post
Office Department for a post office. Although the

application was approved, it was necessary to
change the town's name, since there was already a
Connersville in Harrison Co., Ky. The Post Office
Department offered two choices for a new name,
and 16 of the 25 eligible citizens voted for Florence
as the new name of the post office and the town.
When the Kentucky legislature incorporated
Florence in 1830, the town had a population of 63
and a physical area of less than five acres. The town
trustees were William T. Bainbridge; PitmanClou
das, who was also the first postmaster; B. A. Col
lins; Jacob Shotts; and Henry Stuck. In 1842 the
Kentucky legislature expanded the town's limits to
just over 50 acres.

The largest influence of this growth, just after
Florences incorporation, was to place it on heavily
traveled roads. By about 1840 the Covington and
Lexington Turnpike was macadamized to Flor
ence, enabling individual farmers to drive their
livestock and crops to the Cincinnati markets.
Business boomed in Florence to support the in
creased traffic. Kentucky historian Lewis Collins
reported that in 1847 Florence had two churches,
three doctors, two stores, two inns, two schools,

four mechanics shops, and a population of 200.
Also in 1847, a new road to Union opened, today
U.S. 42. Within three years, by 1850, the popula
tion of Florence rose by 25 percent, to 252.
Through most of the 19th century, Florence
prospered and had a constant influx of residents.
Among the families that came to live in Florence
during this time was the Nelson and Sophia Lloyd
family. The Lloyds, who were both teachers from
New York, moved to Boone Co. around 1853, and

by 1856 they had settled in Florence. Nelson Lloyd
opened a school in the lower floor of the Florence
Town Hall. Their son John Uri Lloyd, who held
an affinity for Florence all of his life, had beenborn
April 19, 1849, in New York. He became a world
famous novelist at the turn of the 20th century and

was instrumental in the Eclectic Pharmacy move
ment. Several novels by John Uri Lloyd were based
on his childhood in Florence. His most famous

book, Stringtown on the Pike, popularized
Stringtown as the nickname for Florence. Lloyd
also wrote an account of the Civil War fighting
that occurred near Florence.

On September 17, 1862, an advance guard of a
detachment of the Confederate Army that had
camped at Snow's Pond met with Union men of
the 10th Kentucky Cavalry who were in Florence,
and a small running skirmish occurred. As the
Confederates were retreating south down the
road, firing back, a stray bullet killed Larken
Vaughn, a citizen of Florence, who was standing
on the corner of Main and Girard Sts. Men who
were wounded in this incident were taken to the
Florence Christian Church, which served as a

hospital.
An attraction of the Florence area during the
19th century was the county's agricultural fair.
The first fair, in 1855, was on the Kenton-Boone

county line. No fairs were held during the war, but
they resumed afterward and continued until 1881.
A larger fair was organized and incorporated in
1896 by a group called the Northern Kentucky
Fair Society. They built an amphitheater and per
manent livestock stalls on the land of William

Carpenter, located on the southeast corner of U.S.
42 and U.S. 25(Dixie Highway). The site was en
closed by Gibbons St. off of U.S. 42 and Smith St.,
offoſ the Dixie Highway. These two streets remain
connected today by Fair St. in Florence. The
Northern Kentucky Agricultural Fair operated at
this location until 1932, featuring events that
ranged from livestock showings to horseracing.
The fair then moved to the Harvest Home fair

grounds in Limaburg and a few years later moved
to its current location, the Boone Co. Fairgrounds
in Burlington.
In 1877 the Cincinnati Southern Railroad,

bypassing Florence, established a depot at Green
wood Lake, currently Erlanger. The railway pro
vided a faster way for farmers to move produce and
livestock to the markets of Cincinnati and Lexing
ton. For nearly 50 years during this period, the
population and businesses of Florence declined.
By the 1880 census, the population had decreased
to 309, a loss of 63 people. By 1900, Florence had
only 258 residents and one of the oldest hotels op
erating in town, the Southern Hotel, had closed. In
1920 the population had increased only to 268. Al

though Florence was no longer a booming city,
there were important improvements during this

time. It acquired electricity in 1917, natural gas
lines in 1926, and city water in 1933. In 1931 a
three-story brick school, which stands today, was
builton Center St. By 1940 the population of Flor
ence had grown to 776.
The 1940s and 1950s were an active time for

Florence. The increased availability of the automo
bile brought more and more people to settle in
Florence, thus turning it into a bedroom commu
nity. There were major road projects, not the least
of which was the construction of an interstate

Main St., Florence, ca. 1960.

highway, I-75, which cuts right through the middle

FLORENCE BAPTIST CHURCH

of Florence. The rationale for the location of this

road, in discussions as early as 1945, was based on
the thought that a better road from Covington to
Erlanger would ensure the longevity of the Cin
cinnati/Northern Kentucky International
Airport. The airport, which had been used by the
military during World War II, was opened in
1947 for commercial flights, stimulating more traf.
fic and business in Florence. Construction of I-75

did not finally begin until 1955, because of neces
sary changes in the road location. However, Flor
ence was quickly revitalizing and becoming a
bedroom community. In the 1950s the Northern
Kentucky Industrial Foundation started the
Florence Industrial Park, which has grown to in
clude 57 industries and employ 8,000 people. In
addition, annexation during the 1950s increased
the physical area of Florence.
After the opening of I-75 in 1963, Florence was
well on its way to becoming the major economic
force in Boone Co. It had far surpassed its old ri
vals of Walton and Erlanger as an industrial center
in Northern Kentucky. In 1961 Carroll “Hop”
Ewing was elected mayor of Florence. During his
20 years as mayor, he was instrumental in the

growth of Florence. He helped to create the Flor
ence fire and police departments, and he regularly
encouraged industries to build in Florence, spur
ring further economic growth of the city. He was
also directly responsible for the one structure in
town that is instantly recognizable by outsiders
and has been featured in national magazines and
newspapers, the “Florence Y'all" water tower. The
water tower was completed in 1974 on land that
was donated by the developers of the Florence

Community Band, started by Carl Biehler in
1984; and the Florence Community Chorus, orga

the intersection of the Covington and Lexing
ton Turnpike (modern U.S. 25) and the road to

nized in 1989.

Union (modern U.S. 42). The church had a small

Most of the city's offices and the Florence Po
lice Department moved into a new 90,000-square
foot city building on Ewing Blvd. in 1998, having
outgrown their previous location on U.S. 42. The
new city building holds all the government offices
of the City of Florence as well as some state offices.
There are also meeting rooms for public events.
The Florence Recreation and Parks Depart
ment in 2003 opened a 20,000-square-foot park
featuring the new Aquatic Center and a skate park.
The Florence Aquatic Center has a swimming pool,
a lazy river, and other water activity areas, as well
as skateboard ramps for all skill levels. Also in
2003, Florence acquired a Frontier League baseball

membership when it began, and a few years after
the Civil War it had only 29 members.
As the 20th century commenced, and railroads
became the primary means of travel, traffic from
Covington to Lexington bypassed Florence. When
stagecoaches no longer came through town on a
regular basis, the town suffered. At this time the
church met on an irregular basis for several years.
The city was cut off from easy access to other areas,

team, the Florence Freedom, whose home is the

Champion Window Field, a stadium next to I-75
that seats 4,500. Its lawn area allows for a maxi

mum capacity of 7,000. The field also has a play
ground. The baseball games, geared toward fami
lies, are well attended; the city of Florence has
embraced the team.

Althoughithasgrown from the least-populated
city in Boone Co. to the largest in population, Flor
ence has retained its warm atmosphere. Moreover,
since Boone Co. is the second-fastest-growing
county in Kentucky and new industries are estab
lishing bases of operations in Florence, it seems
likely that the population of Florence will continue
to increase. In 2000 Florence had a population of
23,551.

Conrad, William. Yesterdays: An Enriching Adven
ture in Boone County's Past. Florence, Ky. Boone

Mall, which was under construction. When the
Co. Schools, ca. 1981.

tower went up, the name “Florence Mall" was
painted on it, but since state highway regulations
forbade such advertising, the water tower had to be
repainted. Ewing, after playing with the words,
came up with the solution: to paint the legs of the

M white, matching the background paint, and add
an apostrophe. The “Florence Y'all" water tower is
now a landmarkseen by thousands of I-75 travelers
yearly.
The Florence Mall opened in September 1976.
With its proximity to I-75 and easy access from
the highway, this new commercial mall soon be
came a fixture for tri-state shoppers. The economic
success of the mall encouraged further develop
ment along Mall Rd., where seven separate busi
ness complexes have since been built. A revitaliza
tion project is currently in the works for the Mall

, comp. 41042, a Story about Florence, Ken
tucky and the Florence Rotary Club. Florence,

Ky: The Club, 1989.
, ed. Boone County: The Top of Kentucky,

1792–1992. Fort Mitchell, Ky: Picture This! Books,
1992.

Reis, Jim. “Birth of I-75, the Groundwork for the Re

gion's Primary Route Was Laid in the 1950s, KP,
August 22, 2005, 4K.
Tanner, Paul. Florence, Kentucky: The First Cen
tury. Frankfort, Ky: Paul Tanner, 1993.
U.S. Census Bureau. “American FactFinder. DataSet.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent
Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
September 7, 2006).
Yealey, A. M. History of Boone County Kentucky.
Covington, Ky., 1960.
Laurie Wilcox

Rd. area.

In the 1980s and 1990s, the shopping district of
Florence expanded to include new stores and at
tractions on Houston Rd. Turfway Park, once
known as Latonia Racecourse, is a thoroughbred

FLORENCE BAPTIST CHURCH. The Flor

1959 and had long been surrounded by farmland.

ence Baptist Church was constituted in 1855 with
11 members, most of them from the Dry Creek
Baptist Church in Kenton Co. The cornerstone in
dicates that the church's first meetinghouse was
built that year. Gen. Leonard Stephens, who lived

But after Jerry Carroll bought it in 1986 and reno

at Beech Grove in what is now the Richardson Rd.

wated it, a large number of shops and restaurants
have been opened around the track, creating the
largest shopping district in Florence today.
The 1980s also saw the development of cultural
organizations like the Arts Council; the Florence

area, was one of the earliest leaders in the new
church. Like most churches of that time, it met

racetrack that has been located in Florence since
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only once a month. A Covington Journal article in
1858 referred to the congregation as "the little
church at the crossroads," since it was situated at

and the church did not thrive.

In 1908 the church was reorganized; a new cov
enant was drawn up, and 30 members signed it.
Under the leadership of W. A. M. Wood, the Flor
ence Baptist Church erected a new building of
modified Greek Revival design, which was com
pleted in 1930. It was located in front of the origi
nal meetinghouse. By 1931, when the Covington
to-Louisville highway (U.S. 42) was completed, the
Florence population had increased to 450 and the
church's membership rose to 132. In 1931 Rev. R. F.
DeMoisey, a native of Walton, was called as pastor.
During his 10-year pastorate, the church's mem
bership nearly doubled, from 132 members to 247.
Rev. Harold Wainscott served the church as pastor
for six and a half years, during the latter part of
World War II and the years following. From
about 1953 to 1958, Pastor Roy A. Johnson minis
tered at the Florence Baptist Church, and when he
retired in 1958, the church had more than 900

members. Rev. Bob Couch was the next pastor. In
1960 the Florence Baptist Church sponsored the
Greenview Baptist Mission on Ky. Rt. 18 and
called Bob Campbell, who had grown up in the
Florence church, as pastor. The Greenview mis
sion church was organized by the Florence Baptist
Church in 1963, and Campbell later became an
army chaplain.
Rev. Jack Sanford began serving as pastor in
1963, and he led the church through a major build
ing renovation in 1966–1967. The new structure,
with a brick and stone exterior, is contemporary in
style and has a 100-foot, diamond-shaped spire. Its
seating capacity of 1,000 was enough to accommo
date the Kentucky Baptist Convention, which met
at the church in 1968. Rev. W. Bill Jones pastored
the Florence Baptist Church from 1971 to 1980.
During his ministry, the church purchased a bus
for the first time, and Rev. William Hodge became
associate pastor. The Kentucky Baptist Convention
again met at the Florence Baptist Church in 1977.
Rev. Gary Watkins, who was called as pastor in
1981, served a little over three years. Dr. Timothy
Alexander, the current pastor, came in 1985. In
that year, the church dedicated its new preschool
office building. By the beginning of 1987, Florence
Baptist Church's membership was greater than
1,700. In the late 1980s, the church began a televi
sion ministry. During the 1990s, Herbert Booth,
MD, a prominent physician in Florence and a
member of the church, began medical mission
trips to foreign nations. In 1994 the church began
HOPE Ministries, a volunteer group to help the
needy. The church has ordained eight men and has
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licensed seven to preach. In late 1999, the deacons
recommended that the church purchase 67 acres at
the intersection of I-75 and Mount Zion Road. In

September 2006, groundbreaking was held for a
new $15 million church facility on Mount Zion Rd.
With a sanctuary seating 1,300, the new church,
designed by Terry Simmons of Lexington, was
opened in 2009.
Capek, Michael Church at the Crossroads: The Story
of Florence Baptist Church, 1855–2005. Knox
ville:Tennessee Valley, 2005.
“Florence Baptist Ready to Grow," KE, August 8, 2004,
C3.

“Florence Congregation in Existence 85 Years,” KTS,
May 3, 1930,5.
“New Church for Florence." KP, July 19, 1929, 1.

Christian churches in the Florence area and cur

rent events, the newspaper had historical articles
written by local historian A. M. Yealey.
The Florence Christian Church's commitment

to the community took on a tangible form in 1978
when it opened a day care center. In 1981 the church
dedicated the Florence Christian Center. This se

nior living facility was expanded in 1985 and again
in 1995. Today in its four buildings it has 215 one
bedroom apartments in which seniors can enjoy
retirement life. More recently, the church has spon
sored refugees from Bosnia, gathered items for the
victims of Hurricane Katrina, and participated in
building houses with Habitat for Humanity.
The current pastors of the church are Jerry and
Denise Zehr, a husband-and-wife team hired in

FLORENCE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. The

1997 who have shared the duties of pastor. Denise
is one of the first female pastors to serve a church in
Boone Co. They have also embraced new technolo
gies by hosting a Web page and having their ser

Christian Church in Florence in Boone Co., a Dis

vices aired on local cable channels.

ciples of Christ congregation, was organized in
1831 and was the first church built in the city. It was
one of the original Disciples of Christ branches in
Kentucky. The first sanctuary was a log building
that burned within a couple of years. The second
structure was built of brick, reportedly in 1835, but
the land was not transferred until April 1842, when
John Stephens sold the property to the trustees of
the church (George McDonald, William Nichols,

Florence Christian Church is looking toward
the future: it recently purchased 12 acres in Union,

James R. Duvall

Thomas Sanford, and James Varner). The brick

building served the congregation, with occasional
remodeling, until 1965, when the “Little White
Church," as it was affectionately known, was torn
down and replaced in its present location at the
corner of U.S. 25(see Dixie Highway) and U.S.42
in Florence.

where it will build a new satellite church while re

taining the one in Florence. The new church is to
be named Harmony Place; a nearby house will be
used until the sanctuary is completed.
The Florence Christian Church is a liberal

Christian church that has a strong respect for and
tolerance of differences, which is emphasized by a
sign on the front of the church that reads "Come as
you are." Unlike many churches in Northern Ken
tucky, the church is gaining members. Member
ship increased from 180 in 1997 to 260 in 2006.
Conrad, William. Yesterdays: An Enriching Adven

ture in Boone County's Past. Florence, Ky: Boone

fessions, including area music teachers and band
directors. The band normally performs with 30 to
40 musicians playing at any given concert, but the
band's "membership" roll has about twice that
number.

Performances take place in churches, parks,
festivals, parades, and other venues. Summer is
generally the most active season, with a concert
scheduled every two to three weeks. There are oc
casional concerts in the other seasons, but that is

also when the band reads and prepares new mu
sic. Initially, the band practiced in the former
Florence City Building, when not rehearsing in
Biehler's backyard. When the group grew in num
bers, rehearsals were moved to the band room of

Boone Co. High School in Florence. After sev
eral years of growth, both by the community
band and by high school bands, scheduling of re
hearsals in the high school became problematic
and the Florence Community Band moved to a
succession of empty office spaces in the Florence
area. Currently, it rehearses every Monday eve
ning at the Florence Government Building on Ew
ing Blvd.; rehearsals take place year-round, with
occasional breaks over the winter holidays. Over
the years, various individuals have conducted the
ensemble, beginning with Biehler and Tom Hous
ton. Other conductors of note have been Gary Ad
ams, Dennis Akers, Tonya Bromley, Royce Crab
tree, Keith Howard, Constance Sanders, Todd

Whitford, Gary Whitis, and Hugh Wickes, the
band's current director.

Harden, Crystal. “Band Hits High Notes with Persis
tent Director.” KP, May 10, 1989, IKK.
Roberts, Alice Kennelly. “Community Band Began
with One Man's Dream," KP, January 25, 1989,
2KK.

Co. Schools, 1987.

In September 1862 the Union Army under

“Different Kind of Church,” KP July 21, 2006, Al.

Gen. Lew Wallace, which was stationed at Fort

“Filling a Growing Need Churches Are Establishing

Mitchell, was retreating north after fighting in a
small engagement in Walton, at Snow's Pond,
against some of Confederate general Kirby Smith's
men. As the Union soldiers retreated, they were
firing back down the road, and a stray bullet killed
a civilian named Larken Vaughn at the corner of
Main and Girard Sts. According to local author
John Uri Lloyd, the Union soldiers who were
wounded in this running skirmish were taken to
the Florence Christian Church, which was being
used as a hospital.
The church has a long history of community
involvement. Its members helped in the recovery
efforts of the Ohio River flood of 1937 by drying
linens for the local St. Elizabeth Hospital (see St.
Elizabeth Medical Center). Emma Schild orga
nized the church's Ladies Auxiliary in the early
1920s. The Missionary Society was organized in
1920 and led by Mrs. Charles Bradford. Rev. H. C.
Runyan initiated Sunday school services in the
early 1900s.
In 1948 Rev. Herbert L. Reid of Lexington
came to minister to the congregation. He proposed
and edited a monthly ecumenical newspaper, the
Stringtown Christian. Although Reid left in 1951,
this publication was continued under Rev. R. C.
White. In addition to covering events of all the

Simmons, Tim. "Florence Band Swings to Merry Mel

ody," KP, August 29, 1984, 1K.
Perry Bratcher

Homes for Older Citizens,” KP, March 13, 1995,
1K–2K.

“Florence Church Building," KTS, July 24, 1956,4A.
Schramm, Lillian. History of the Florence Christian
Church, 1831–1981, 1981. Available at Boone Co.

Public Library, Burlington, Ky.
Laurie Wilcox

FLORENCE COMMUNITY BAND. The Flor

ence (Ky.) Community Band, established in 1984,
is the only formally organized community band in
the Northern Kentucky region. The band was ini
tially organized by Carl Biehler, a band-lover with
a passion for music, who formed the group with 13
members and held rehearsals during the first few
summers in his backyard. Neighbors would gather
to visit with one another and enjoy the light

FLORENCE FREEDOM. A resurgent interest
in minor league baseball surfaced in Northern
Kentucky in 2003, with the arrival of the Florence
Freedom. The team is part of the independent
Frontier League based in Zanesville, Ohio, and is
not associated with major league baseball (MLB).
Without the permission of the Cincinnati Reds, no
team can be a part of MLB and operate within 25
miles of downtown Cincinnati. The Freedom team

plays in Florence, Ky., at the southeast quadrant of
I-75 and U.S. 42, only 10 miles from the home field
of the Reds.

The Freedom franchise began in Johnstown,
Pa. The team was known as the Johnstown John

nies before moving to Erie, Pa., where it was called

hearted spirit of these rehearsals. The band is sup

the Erie Steal. After the 2002 season, the franchise

ported and sanctioned by the city of Florence and
other generous sponsors. It is a traditional com
munity band made up of amateur and semiprofes

was sold and moved to Florence. It played its 2003
home games in Hamilton, Ohio, while a new sta
dium, Champion Windows Field, was under con

sional musicians from both Florence and the sur

struction in Boone Co. In 2004 the owner of the

rounding communities. A variety of music is
performed, including "traditional" band music,
show tunes, marches, and big band music. In age,
the band's members range from teenagers to senior
citizens; and they represent a wide variety of pro

Freedom was charged with fraud. Creditors lost
some $3 million, and eventually the owner was
sentenced to five years in prison. In 2005 Northern
Kentucky businessman Clint Brown acquired the
team, and 2006 was a successful season.

FLOUR CREEK CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Several former Cincinnati Reds have been

Greater Cincinnati; it radically changed retail
shopping in Northern Kentucky. Downtown New
port (see Monmouth St. Business District) and

managers of the team: Tom Browning; Chris Sabo,
who quit before ever coaching a game; and Pete
Rose Jr. It is common to find Freedom players sign
ing MLB contracts—which, after all, is the purpose
of minor league baseball. The Freedom has brought

opening of the Newport Shopping Center and
places like Expressway Plaza in Fort Mitchell, suf.

the closeness and fun of minor league baseball to

fered further commercial decline.

Northern Kentucky as affordable family summer
evening entertainment, playing teams such as the
Zanesville Greys, the Evansville Otters, and the
Chillicothe Paints.

Florence Freedom. www.florencefreedom.com (acce
ssed January 25, 2007).

Wikipedia. "Florence Freedom." www.en.wikipedia
.org (accessed January 25, 2007).
Wilson, Denise. “For the Love of Baseball,” KP, Au

gust 31, 2002, 1K.
FLORENCE HIGH SCHOOL. The Florence

High School was established in 1911 because the
new high school in Burlington, the county seat of
Boone Co., was so far away from Florence. The
Burlington High School had been started in re
sponse to a 1908 state law that required every
county in Kentucky to have at least one high school
located in the city that was the county seat. A peti
tion filed with the county judge on April 5, 1909,
had paved the way for a two-year, graded high
school in Florence. To accommodate it, two rooms

were added to the Florence Elementary School at
U.S. 42 and Hopeful Rd. Upon completing the
two-year program at Florence, students could con
tinue their high school education at the Burlington
High School or they could pay tuition and attend

high school in Erlanger. The first four-year curric
ulum at Florence High School began in 1913, and
the first class graduated in 1915. Florence High
School, along with the Burlington, Hebron, and
New Haven high schools, was consolidated into
the Boone Co. High School in Florence in 1954.
Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons

to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998

downtown Covington, affected years earlier by the

The Florence Mall was sold to the Cincinnati

based Western-Southern Life Insurance Company
for around $40 million in 1982, with Homart De

velopment continuing as the mall management
company; in 1994 the mall underwent a major
renovation; and in 2000 the Woolly Mammoth
Playland, a children's play area that tells the story
of prehistoric Northern Kentucky, was opened on
the mall's ground floor. In 2003 Chicago-based
General Growth Properties purchased the mall,
hoping to turn its new property into more of a life
style center. Through the year 2001, sales increased
at Florence each year except for one year in the late
1980s. Occupancy of the mall's stores has generally
been at 90 percent.
The Florence Mall has spawned all types of
other retail development along the adjacent Mall

FLORENCE MALL. Northern Kentucky's larg
est shopping mall, Florence Mall, contains 3 de
partment stores and 130 specialty shops. A shop
ping mall was planned for the Florence area as
early as 1968; 100 acres of land was optioned in
July 1973, ground was broken on December 31,
1973, and the $30 million project was opened and
dedicated on September 22, 1976, initially with 85
retail stores. Sears had closed its retail outlet store

in downtown Covington just two days before (see
Covington, Downtown). Homart Development,
the real estate arm of Chicago-based Sears, Roe
buck and Company, developed the project. Origi
nal tenants included Sears, Pogue's, and Shillito's
department stores. JCPenney arrived in July 1978.
The mall is located west of and adjacent to I-75 (see
Expressways), between Ky. Rt. 18 on the north
and U.S. 42 on the south. Eventually, it contained
130 stores and 1 million square feet under its roof
and was the first two-level mall in Kentucky and

reopened the same year. Jerry and Mona Kinghave
operated it since 1984. Since then, it has become
one of the premier dirt late-model tracks in Ken
tucky. Hosting such prestigious dirt late-model
events as the North/South 100, the Ralph Latham
Memorial, and the Spring 50 has established the

track as one of the elite racing venues in the dirt
late-model world. The track generally operates on
Saturdays from March through October with a
regular racing program for late models, modifieds,
super dirt stocks, and pure stocks.
“King's Florence Speedway." www.florencespeedway
.com (accessed June 28, 2006).

“Racing's Dirty Side," CP August 25, 2001,9B.
Reis, Jim. “When Autos First Raced, World War I
Hero Eddie Rickenbacker Won Race at Latonia,”

KP May 21, 2001,4K.

“Saturday Night at the Speedway," KE, May 11,
1995, B8.

Gail Chastang
FLOUR CREEK CHRISTIAN CHURCH. An

-

independent Christian congregation, Flour Creek
Christian Church is one of the oldest churches in

Rd. The mall and the Cincinnati/Northern

Pendleton Co. William Masters, who became a

Kentucky International Airport are the two
engines that have propelled the tremendous
growth of Boone Co. The Florence Mall has come
a long way from the days when Florence mayor
C. M. “Hop.” Ewing was dealing with the prema
turely painted name of the mall on its million
gallon water tower and shrewdly came up with
“Florence Y'all," in order to conform to statutory

church elder, organized it in September 1826 in
the home of Robert Taylor, along with five charter

law not to advertise. But Florence Mall cannot af.

ford to rest on its laurels, since new competitive
venues such as Newport-on-the Levee and the
reinvigorated Crestview Hills Town Center in
Crestview Hills, both open-air lifestyle centers,
keep springing up.
In recent years the Florence Mall area has be
come the largest retail market area in the state,
generating some $5.1 million in state income tax
revenue, $114 million in wages, and more than $15
million in state sales tax (from more than $250

Gail Chastang
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million in total sales revenue).

Crowley, Patrick. “Florence Mayor Pushes for Reno
vations at Mall,” KE, July 4, 2003, B3.
Driehaus, Bob. “Mall Led Way for Regional Shop
ping.” KP September 22, 2001, 1K.
. “The Relentless Fight for Shoppers,” KP Sep
tember 24, 2001, 18.

“Florence Mall—Y’all,” Boone County Recorder, June
8, 1988, 2.

“Opening Day Fever Hits Penney's," KP, July 8, 1978,
10K.

Paeth, Greg “Keeping Up," KP April 18, 2006, 1A.
"Malls Opening Pulled Retailer from Coving
ton, KP September 22, 2001,9K.
“Plan Florence Mall," KP September 13, 1968, Ik.
FLORENCE SPEEDWAY. The Florence Speed
way is a half-mile, high-banked, clay oval automo
bile racing track located at 12234 U.S. 42, Union,
Ky., approximately nine miles west of I-75 (see Ex
pressways) in Boone Co. It was built during the
1950s, damaged by a fire in 1984, and rebuilt and

members. This small band of founders soon

moved their meetings to a little log schoolhouse
with rough benches for seats, about 50 yards from
where the present church, constructed in 1894,

now stands. The membership first called George
Fisher, an elder, to preach. He accepted the posi
tion and remained 35 years. In spring 1832 it was
decided to build a more spacious building, and the
next year Robert Taylor deeded to Charles Yelton
and Samuel Cox, deacons of the church, a half
acre lot on which to build the new structure. A

hewn loghouse measuring about 40 by 30 feet was
erected near the location of the present church. By
1865 the log church building was too small for the
congregation, so it was replaced with a larger
building, dedicated in May 1866. Within 50 years,
the church's membership had increased to more
than 150. But in 1879 more than 20 members ap
plied for and were given appropriate letters for the
purpose of starting a Christian Church in Butler.
On February 2, 1879, the Butler Christian Church
was organized, and the members held services in
what was known as the Union Church, above the

town hall, until they could build a church build
ing. In 1883 about 40 Flour Creek Christian
Church members were given church letters for the
purpose of organizing another church, which was
to be known as the Pleasant Hill Christian Church,

near Mount Auburn. A building for this congre
gation was dedicated September 2, 1883. Since it
had followed the spin-off Christian Church estab
lished at Butler, the church at Pleasant Hill became

known as the second daughter of Flour Creek
Christian Church. In 1893 services were held by
the Pleasant Hill Christian Church in a new white

frame church. On June 6, 1920, a new brick build

ing was dedicated at Pleasant Hill by the church,
and this building continues in use today. In recent
years the church there has been involved in
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nursing-home support and flood relief for the lo
cal community.
Belew, Mildred Bowden. The First 200 Years of
Pendleton County Falmouth, Ky: Privately pub
lished, 1994.
Driehaus, Bob. "It Restores Your Faith in Human
Race." KP. March 15, 1997,5K.

"Religion Briefs," KP, February 19, 1994,6K.
Mildred Belew

FOLSOM. This settlement, located at the conflu

ence of Ten Mile and Eagle Creeks in a scenic val

ley in the western part of Grant Co., was first called
Lawrenceburg after one of the early families in the
area. Other early local family names were Delph,
Jump, and Sipple. W. H. B. New donated the land
for a schoolhouse at Folsom in the early 1830s.
John Ford, who had acquired some of the lands

surrounding Folsom in 1811, built a stone house
that bears his name near Folsom during the 1830s.
Ford died in 1840, and the property passed to his
son Elijah. In 1856 a slave named Warrick mur
dered Elijah Ford, Warrick's trial, conviction, and
execution followed in rapid order.
In 1857 the Vine Run Baptist Church, named
for a nearby hill covered with vines, was organized
at Folsom. Early leaders of the new church in
cluded Joseph Ambrose, J. M. Arnold, and J. T.
Elliston. The Vine Run Baptist Church and the
Old Vine Run Cemetery are located about nine
miles northwest of Dry Ridge on the Dry Ridge
Warsaw Rd. (Ky. Rt. 467). When it was inventoried
in 1985, the cemetery contained 185 identified
graves and about 86 unmarked graves. Located on
the same road, about six miles from Dry Ridge, is
the New Vine Run Cemetery; it was found to con
tain more than 260 graves in 1987. In 1931 a seri
ous fire at the store in Folsom caused damage val

Newport Catholic High School football game at Newport Stadium, E. Ninth St., Newport, ca. 1949.

taught chemistry at Newport Central Catholic
High School.
In 1921 there was a short-lived National Foot

ball League (NFL) team in Cincinnati, the Cincin
nati Celts, which played a total of four games. The
first person from Northern Kentucky to score a
touchdown in the NFL was Covington High grad
uate Earl "Yellow" Hauser, as an end for the Celts.

Later in 1933–1934, a second attempt was made to
establish an NFL team in Cincinnati, the Cincin

nati Reds, but it ended after 17 games. Covington
native and Holmes High School graduate (1925)
Stanley M. Stewart was a member of the NFL Reds.
Later he was president of his family's Stewart Iron

ued at $8,000.

Works from 1944 to 1955. The late 1930s wit

Conrad, John B. ed. History of Grant County, Wil

nessed another fleeting effort to bring professional
football to Cincinnati, again before the modern
era of the televised game. This team was the origi
nal Cincinnati Bengals, which had as its first quar
terback Bill Schwarberg, a Covington native and
a former Holmes High School and UC star. The
team played at the home of the National League's
Cincinnati Reds, Crosley Field in Cincinnati, on a
gridiron squeezed tightly onto the baseball field.
Lasting NFL professional football made an ap
pearance in the region in 1968, with the arrival of
Paul Brown's modern Cincinnati Bengals, who
played their first two seasons at UC's Nippert Sta

liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
"Store Burns—Blame Lighting for $8000 Blaze at Fol.
som, Ky." KPJune 15, 1931, 1.
John B. Conrad

FOOTBALL. Football has been played in North
ern Kentucky since the beginning of the 20th cen
tury. The football rivalry between the nearby Uni
versity of Cincinnati (UC) and Miami University
of Ohio dates back to the 1890s, and many North
ern Kentuckians attended these schools or at least

supported their teams. The old Covington High
School, Newport High School, and Highlands

High School were playing football in the second
decade of the 1900s, at places such as Wiedemann
Field in Newport's West End along the Licking
River and at the Covington Ball Park along Wil
low Run Creek. Lester Black, a chemistry teacher,
coached the Covington High gridiron squad. The
first Highlands coach, Thomas K. “T. K." Lewis,
was discovered in his team's huddle, dressed in

uniform and illegally playing in a game, just before
World War I. Enforcement of the meager rules of
the game was lax back then. Lewis later partici
pated in both world wars and, during the 1960s,

dium. The team was later moved to Riverfront Sta

dium, and then to the nearby Paul Brown Stadium,
both along the Ohio River, within easy walking
distance for Northern Kentucky followers. Before
the Bengals, the region's fans of professional foot
ball followed the Cleveland Browns, whose games
were televised during the 1950s and 1960s on Sun
day afternoons and were sponsored by Carlings
BlackLabel Beer(with the jingle "Hey Mabel, Black
Label"). Some of those early 1950s Cleveland
Brown teams had a backup quarterback from Fort
Thomas, Ky., via St. Xavier High School in Cincin
nati and the University of Notre Dame, George

W. Ratterman, who became the reform sheriff of

Campbell Co. in the early 1960s.
After the arrival of the modern Bengals in Cin
cinnati, some team members discovered the value

of living in Northern Kentucky: Max Montoya,
Boomer Eiasion; Ken Anderson; Chris Collings
worth, present Fort Thomas resident, national tele
vision footballanalyst, and Highlands High School
supporter; and of late, former Bengal lineman
Bruce Kozerski, who has been coaching football at
Holy Cross High School in Latonia.
In the rural areas where high schools were
small in enrollment and 11-man teams were diffi

cult to raise, an 8-man-team league existed in the
1930s. In Kenton Co., the old Crescent Springs
High School played in that league, as did Hebron
High School and Burlington High School in
Boone Co. before they were closed owing to
consolidation.

At the college level, football mostly has been
played at one of Cincinnati's two universities (UC
or Xavier, the latter through 1971) or at the more
distant University of Kentucky (UK) in Lexington.
Thomas More College in Crestview Hills, Ky.,
began playing college-level football in 1990; Cin
cinnati's College of Mount St. Joseph had to be

come coed before establishing a similar program.
Both schools have had some success at their level of

play, with many graduates of Northern Kentucky
high schools appearing on their rosters. Bill Er
penbeck (see Erpenbeck Scandal), a local home
builder, in the late 1990s led an effort to entice

Northern Kentucky University to begin a Divi
sion IIA football program. The university opted to
delay football at the time. When there were mili
tary personnel stationed at the Fort Thomas Mil
itary Reservation, the U.S. Army fielded teams
that played such opponents as UC and teams spon
sored by the Covington YMCA. In 1918 UC beat
the Fort Thomas Army (as the team was known),

6-0. The former Army team's gridiron at the fort is

FOOTBALL

the playing field for the Highlands High School's
soccer program today.
Football in the region has mainly involved
high schoolsteams. Newport coach William "Blue"
Foster kicked off the modern era of high school
football on October 31, 1931, when Erlanger Lloyd
Memorial High School traveled to play Newport
High School in the region's first game at night.
Newport won 60-6 at GOHI Field in the West
End of the city. Temporary lighting was installed,
and there was an agreement with the neighbors
(but not with the nearby steel mill) that the lights
would be turned off by 8:00 p.m. After that experi
ment, large crowds began to attend night games
instead of the after-school contests previously held,
and Friday evenings in the fall throughout North
ern Kentucky have meant high school football and
the sounds of marching bands ever since. Soon the
8:00 p.m. rule was no longer being enforced. The
Works Progress Administration in the 1930s built
lighted stadiums in Bellevue, Dayton, and New
port, Ky. In the 1940s and 1950s, Bellevue and
Dayton High Schools had several very successful
teams; since 1960 Beechwood, Covington Catho
lic, and Highlands high schools have dominated
local gridirons. Except for Louisville's Trinity
High School, Highlands has won more state cham
pionships (16) than any other team in the state;
Beechwood has won 9, and Covington Catholic
has 6 such trophies. Erlanger Lloyd has won 2 state
championships: first in 1965, under Jack Turner in
Class A, and then in 1976, in Class AAA under fa

bled coach Jim “Red Dog" Dougherty. Newport
Central Catholic High School's coach Bob Sch
neider became the high school football coach with
the most winnings in the state, amassing more
than 300 victories over his 40-year career; he won
his third state championship in 2006. Bellevue
High School (see Bellevue Public Schools),
Conner High School (while competing in its first
season in 1983), and Dayton High School (see
Dayton Public Schools) hold past state football
championships.
In the 1920s the William Grant High School

school for coach Owen Hauck, Alexander went on

to the University of Alabama, where in his senior
year (2000) in a game against Louisiana State Uni
versity he scored a record four rushing touch
downs. In 2005, while in his sixth year with the
NFL's Seattle Seahawks, Alexander led his team to

the Super Bowl. That season, he led the NFL in
touchdowns and total rushing yards and was
named the league's most valuable player, but he
continues in pursuit of a Super Bowl ring. Alexan
der, much like former Bengal Doug Pelfrey, has set
up a foundation to help the disadvantaged. In Al
exander's case it is to help fatherless young men
from Florence, Ky., where he was raised. The ath
letic field within the stadium at Boone Co. High
School is named for him.

Irv Goode, also from Boone Co. High School
(1958) and UK (1962), played the line some 13 sea
sons, mostly with the NFL's St. Louis Cardinals.
The stadium at Boone Co. High School is named in
his honor. John Shannon, UK (1987), is the third

NFL player to come out of Boone Co. (1983). He
played two seasons during the late 1980s with the
Chicago Bears as a defensive end. Another NFL
player is Marty Moore, from Highlands (1989) and
UK (1994), who played linebacker for nine seasons,
mostly with the New England Patriots; that team
selected him as the last player in the 1994 NFL
draft, the "anchor man" of the selection. Moore,

although small for a linebacker, is quite a story, for
most of his coaches told him he would never make

it. Jeff Brady, from Newport Central Catholic High
School (1987) and a walk-on player at UK (1991),
was another linebacker who played five seasons
with multiple teams. One time, as a Minnesota Wi
king, playing against the Bengals on a Sunday af.
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came out of Scott High School (1989) and UK
(1993) and in college specialized as a place-kicker.
He was the field goalkicker for the Cincinnati Ben
gals for seven seasons, 1993–1999. There were sea
sons when if there had not been a Pelfrey field goal,
the team would not have won a game. Today he
continues his charitable work, known as Kicks for

Kids, within the region.
There have been other pro players from the
area. Bob "20 Grand" Davis, out of Dayton High
School (1934) and UK (1938), played in the late
1930s with the NFL's New York Giants. Jack Geard

ing, from Campbell Co. High (1947) and Xavier
University (1951), played in the CFL. Art Mergen
thal, from Bellevue, Ky., Cincinnati's St. Xavier
High (1939), and several colleges, the last being
Notre Dame (1945), played guard and linebacker
with the NFL's Los Angeles Rams in the late 1940s,
before serving as a principal in the Bellevue School
system for 30-plus years. Earl W. “Bill" Murray was
part of the class of 1944 at Dayton High School and
the Purdue class of 1950 and played in the NFL
with the Baltimore Colts for a couple of seasons in
the early 1950s as an offensive guard. Bob Ravens
berg was from Bellevue High School (1943) and
Indiana University (1947) and played two seasons
in the NFL with the Chicago Bears during the late
1940s as an offensive end and a defensive back.

Jerry Reynolds, from Highlands High School
(1990) and the University of Nevada at Las Vegas
(1994), played the line for the New York Giants for
two seasons in the 1990s. Larry Schreiber, who was
a running back at Dixie Heights High School
(1965) and went to Tennessee Tech (1969), had a

couple of good seasons in the NFL with the San
Francisco Forty-Niners in the 1970s. And Jared

ternoon at Riverfront Stadium in Cincinnati,

Lorenzen, a former Greater Cincinnati Punt Pass

Brady intercepted a pass and ran it back for a
touchdown in front of his family, the hometown
crowd, and his former Newport Central Catholic

and Kick Contest winner out of Highlands High
(1999) and UK (2004), recently has taken a few
snaps as the backup quarterback for the New York

coach, Bob Schneider.

Giants.

Highlands's Chuck Kyle (1965), a linebacker

Many football players from the area, too nu

who earned All-American honors at Purdue Uni

merous to mention, ended their careers at the col

versity (1969), played in the Canadian Football

legiate level. Some became prominent community

(see Lincoln-Grant School) of Covington fielded

League (CFL). A plaque honoring Kyle's abilities

football teams. They played at the Covington Ball
Park and at 15th St. and Eastern Ave. in Coving
ton's Eastside. Race relations being what they were
then, Grant High School, when not scheduled at
home against another African American school,
was forced to travel long distances out of town to
play other African American teams. Paul Redden,
a former player at Wilberforce College in Ohio,
coached Grant's team. Grant's football program

hangs on a wall in his high school. Bob Dougherty,
coach Jim “Red Dog" Dougherty's brother and one
of the football-playing Dougherty brothers to
come out of Bellevue High School (1949), played
guard for the NFL's Los Angeles Rams in the early
1960s. Mark Pike, from Dixie Heights High
School (1982) and Georgia Tech University (1986),
was a special teams expert for more than 10 sea

leaders, including these: Bob White, from Holmes
(1956) and Ohio State (1960), who was an All

was disbanded after the 1932 season, with the

Dayton High School (1945), went to Purdue (1949)
on a basketball scholarship but finished as an All
American football player and played with the sec
ond New York City NFL franchise, the Bulldogs/
Yanks, in 1949. That team played "second fiddle” in
New York City to the long-established New York
Giants, and DeMoss, known as “De Mo,” played
backup quarterback for the Bulldogs/Yanks to Fort
Thomas's George Ratterman. Lineman Hershel
Turner, of Campbell Co. High School (1960)
and UK (1964), played two seasons in the early
1960s with the St. Louis Cardinals. Doug Pelfrey

opening of its new school building on Greenup St.
in Covington. The team had been undefeated in
1929 and 1932, but the emphasis at Grant shifted to
basketball because the school lacked a practice
football field.

Numerous players from the region have played
football at the professional level. Clearly, particu
larly after the 2005 professional season, the most
notable football player to come out of Northern
Kentucky is Boone Co. High School graduate
(1996) Shaun Alexander. A running back in high

sons with the NFL's Buffalo Bills. Bob DeMoss, of

American fullback under coach Woody Hayes in
Columbus; the Burt brothers from Highlands, Jim
and John (1959 and 1961), who played at Western
Kentucky University; the Chalk brothers, from
Newport Central Catholic (Mike [1972) played at
Hanover in Indiana, and Dave (1977 went on to

Cornell University); Bill Topmiller, from Coving
ton Catholic (1971) and Vanderbilt University
(1975), who played in the Peach Bowl in 1974; Phil
Taliaferro, from Erlanger Lloyd (1955) and Centre
College (1959); Jim Claypool, from Beechwood
(1956) and Centre College (1960), Jim “Red Dog"
Dougherty, from Bellevue High (1949) and UC
(1956), who embarked on along high school coach
ing career, Irv Etler, from Erlanger Lloyd (1957)
and Xavier University (1961), where he played
quarterback; Ed Eviston, from Newport Central
Catholic (1998) and Georgetown (Ky.) College,
who quarterbacked his team to a national small
college championship, Charlie Fredericks, from

356

FORD FAMILY

Newport Central Catholic (1955), who played at
Notre Dame (1959) before returning to his high
school to begin his coaching career; Leo Knoll,
from Newport High (1948) and Xavier University
(1952), where he played guard on the 1951 unde
feated team; Judge James Cammack Jr., who
graduated from Owenton High School (1920) and
played football at UK (1924); Ralph Mussman,
from Newport High (1937), who went to Morehead
College (now University), where he was the athletic
of the year in 1941; Hank Pogue, who was a high
school All-American at Highlands (1967) and
played halfback for Indiana University in the 1968
Rose Bowl, Pat Uebel, from Bellevue High (1952)
and Army (1956); John “Deep” Wing, from Dayton
High (1950) and Army (1954), Alex “Zeke" Zach
ella, from Newport High (1938), who played quar
terback at Navy (1942); and old Covington High's
Earl Wilson (1906), brother of radio station
owner L. B. Wilson. Earl Wilson was the Naval

Academy's quarterback in the 1909 season, when
he broke his neck; he died the following spring.
Collegiate football rules were changed as a result of
Wilson's tragic injury, suffered while playing
against Villanova at Philadelphia.
One of the most successful collegiate players
from the region never played a down as a pro. Ron
Beagle, who lived in Winston Park, Ky., attended
Purcell High School in Cincinnati and went on to
the U.S. Naval Academy, where he was named the
1954 College Player of the Year as an end in his ju
nior season. He was commissioned a Marine offi

cer upon graduation from Annapolis. A leg injury
prevented him from earning a spot with the 1960
Oakland Raiders of the old American Football

League (AFL). He appeared on a players' football
card that year. In 1956 Winston Park mayor
Thomas Hunkle presented him with the keys to his
hometown, and Covington mayor Harry Sch
neider honored him with an official scroll. Coving
ton's mayor had given Beagle the keys to the city in
1955. Beagle is also a member of the College Foot

spending a lackluster year and a half as the leader
of the Cincinnati Bengals. Rice, who holds a doc
torate, finished his football career at the Univer

sity of Georgia as its athletic director. John Mer
ritt, from Falmouth, Ky., who played at Kentucky
State University, coached a combined 31 seasons
at Jackson State (Miss.) and Tennessee State Uni

as a minor leaguer, he never played in a big league
baseball game.
A few coaches have come out of Northern

Kentucky. Among those who have coached pro
fessional teams, there is Homer Rice, a graduate
of Highlands (1945) and Centre College (1950),
who returned to his high school to lead its team to
their first state championship in 1960. He then
coached at UK, UC, and Rice University before

count of Kentuckians who served in the Confed

erate Army. Ford was a member of the Owenton
Baptist Church and was affiliated with the Inde

versity. Merritt has the third-highest number of
college football coaching victories (232). Only
coaches Paul "Bear" Bryant and Grambling's Ed
die Robinson have won more games. Merritt is a
member of the College Football Hall of Fame. Bob
DeMoss of Dayton, Ky., returned to Purdue to

pendent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of

coach the Boilermakers; he was assistant and

veteran. In 1895 Ford was nominated on the

quarterback coach (1950–1969), head coach

Democratic ticket for the office of Kentucky state
treasurer. In 1896 he established and became pres

(1970–1972), and assistant athletic director (1973–

1993). Billy Lyons, a graduate of Erlanger Lloyd
(1991) and Marshall University (1995), spent seven
seasons in the NFL with the Green Bay Packers
and the Minnesota Vikings as a defensive end. Ly
ons returned to Northern Kentucky as a defensive
coach at Thomas More College.
Leroy Hambrick of Newport, who attended
William Grant High School in Covington and
played football there on Grant's undefeated teams
and later at Kentucky State University, went on to

Pythias, and the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks (see Civic Associations).
On November 10, 1892, he married Emma

Garrard, a granddaughter of Kentucky governor
James Garrard (1796–1804), a Revolutionary War

ident of the Manufacturers' Bank at Middles

borough. He was a U.S. marshal, acting mayor of
Middlesborough, and a 32nd-degree Mason. In
1904 the Manufacturers' Bank merged into the
National Bank, and Ford remained as president.
He later served as president of the First National
Bank of Pineville and helped organize the Man
chester Bank of Clay Co. In addition to his exten
sive banking affairs, he had business interests in
coal and timber.

become the first African American to officiate in

R. C. Ford's sons included Robert “Bob” Car

the NFL. He was a principal at a school in Atlanta,
Ga., while he worked Sundays in the NFL into the
early 1990s.
During the mid-1990s, the gender barrier was
broken for football in Northern Kentucky, as a Bel
levue girl, Lacey Mile, went out for and made a Pee
Wee football team in her town; playing quarter
back, she crossed many lines in addition to the first

rick Ford Jr. (b. October 13, 1909; d. October 3,

1998), who served as Owen Co. attorney for 44
years, and James R. Ford (b. October 12, 1913; d.
April 9, 2003), an attorney and judge of Owen Co.
Johnson, E. Polk. A History of Kentucky and Ken
tuckians. Vol. 2. Chicago: Lewis, 1912.
Ford Bible Record, Owen Co. Historical Society,
Owenton, Ky.

down marker.

Boehmker, Terry. Northern Kentucky High School

Murphy, Margaret Alice, and Lela Maude Hawkins.
The History of Historic Old Cedar Baptist

Sports Guide. Self-published, n.d.
Carroll, Bob, Michael Greshman, David Neft, John

Church and Community, 1816–2004. Frankfort,
Ky: Lynn, 2004.

Thorn, and the Elias Sports Bureau. Total Football:

Perrin, William Henry, J. H. Battle, and G. C. Kniffin.

The Official Encyclopedia of the National Foot
ball League. New York: HarperCollins, 1997.

Kentucky: A History of the State. Louisville, Ky:
F. A. Battey, 1888.
Margaret A. Murphy

ball Hall of Fame.

Although he did not play football at the pro
level, one more person needs to be singled out.
Frank Jacobs came out of Highland Heights, Ky.,
and Newport Central Catholic High School (1987).
In 1986, the first year of the award, Jacobs was
named Kentucky's Mr. Football. He went on to
play two seasons as a tight end at Notre Dame,
catching a pass for a touchdown in the 1988 Fiesta
Bowl Game for his national championship team.
His football future seemed bright at the time, but
he settled on playing only baseballand was selected
in the seventh round of the 1991 draft by the Na
tional League's New York Mets organization as a
first baseman. Although he showed great promise

crat newspaper and published it from October 22,
1886, to June 26, 1888. They then sold the paper to
Ed Porter Thompson, who later compiled the
History of the Orphan Brigade, an excellent ac

FORD FAMILY. Robert Carrick Ford Sr. (b. Oc

tober 12, 1862, Owenton, Ky.; d. June 16, 1941,
Owenton, Ky.) was one of the most prominent
members of an Owen Co. family known for their
public service, banking, and publishing interests.
The fourth child of Francis “Frank" Ford (1820–
1894) and his wife Sarah Morton Ford of Bourbon

Co., Robert was the great-great-grandson of John
Ford Jr., a Revolutionary War veteran, and Ap
phia Petty Ford.
Robert "R. C.” Ford's parents settled in Owen
Co. many years before the Civil War. Their first
home, which burned during the war, was located

on the first cleared land in Owen Co., where today
the junction of U.S. 127 and Ky. Rt. 22 is located. In
1870 Frank Ford built the ancestral house that re

mains today on S. Main St. in Owenton.
R. C. Ford attended Georgetown College in
Georgetown from 1882 to 1885. He returned to
Owen Co., served two years as a deputy clerk, be
gan reading law with Judge O. B. Hallam, and was
admitted to the bar in 1885. Ford, along with his
law partner O. V. Riley, bought the Owen Demo

FOREST LAWN CEMETERY. Forest Lawn

Cemetery in Erlanger was created in the mid
1930s on a property with a colorful history. Origi
nally part of a 1785 land grant to Robert Johnson
and John D. Watkins from the Commonwealth of

Virginia, this property later fronted on the Cov
ington and Lexington Turnpike. The land
came to be owned by the Buckner family and then
by Caleb Manley, who built the mansion that now
houses the Forest Lawn Cemetery's offices. Man
ley introduced many new trees and plants on the
property and developed it as a small plantation.

William H. Wilson and Asahel Hathaway subse
quently owned the property briefly; they sold it
to James P. Garvey, one of the developers of the
city of Erlanger. Following Garvey's death, Anna
Bedinger, a descendant of one of Erlanger's earli
est families, owned the property. Restaurateur
Thomas R. Cody purchased it in 1913 and oper
ated a popular restaurant in the mansion while
also using the surrounding grounds for various
social activities. Cody's business waned with Pro

FORREST, EDWIN

hibition, and he sold the property to a group of
investors, led by Newport funeral director George
Stetter, who intended to establish a funeral home,

cemetery, and florist business there. Stetter was a
partner in the Newport funeral home operation
that bought the James Taylor Mansion at 335 E.
Third St. in Newport in 1919 and operated it as
Wonderhaar-Stetter-Betz Funeral Home until the
late 1980s.

Although the development of the property in
Erlanger from Manley's ownership on had pro
vided attractive elements, much work on the site

was required before burials could begin. The old
slave buildings were removed, roads were replaced,
and new roads and curbs were built. The sale of

graves before the time of need began in 1935, and
the first burial was of Joseph Guthrie of Bromley,
on January 2, 1937.
George Stetter served as president of the For
est Lawn Board of Directors until his death in

1950. His son-in-law, James L. Owen, managed
the cemetery from 1935 until his death in 1961, at
which time his wife, Thelma Stetter Owen, became

the cemetery's manager. When her health failed in
1976, herson James S. Owen became manager. The
Stetter and Owens families were assisted in the

development of the cemetery grounds by a very
capable staff. Bill Workman served as grounds
foreman during the early years and was followed
by Joseph L. Schaffer Sr. and Joseph L. Schaffer Jr.,
who worked at the cemetery for many years. June
Schaffer also helped to create the beauty of the
cemetery. As a result of the Schaffer family's work,
the cemetery has become one of the most pictur
esque locations in Northern Kentucky. The lake
and the cypress trees at the entrance of the ceme
tery, remnants from Manley's ownership of the
property, are among the most frequently used
settings for wedding photographs in the area.
When widening of the Dixie Highway threat
ened to destroy the lake and the trees, Erlanger
city officials worked with the cemetery and the
Kentucky State Highway Department to preserve
the setting.
The Owens family sold Forest Lawn Cemetery
in 1998 to SCI Kentucky Funeral Services Inc., and
this company has continued the work of making
Forest Lawn one of the finestburial grounds in the
area. As of 2005, about 12,500 burials and entomb

ments had taken place in Forest Lawn Cemetery.
The first mausoleum, which included a chapel, was
constructed in 1994. Two additional mausoleums
have been built, and more such structures are

planned. A lawn crypt section was added in 2002,
and in 2006 family estates with rights to an upright

Baptists in the Gunpowder Creek area formed the
Forks of Gunpowder Baptist Church. The place
chosen for their meetinghouse was where the Gun
powder Creek divided, forming a fork; they built
on an island located in the fork. Most contempo
rary church meetinghouses were log structures,
but it is believed that this one was a stone building
Although no regular Indian intrusions into this
area of the state were occurring then, there re
mained a fear of that possibility. This location was
considered to be a safe place to worship.
In April of the same year, requests were made
to the Bullittsburg and Middle Creek (now Bel
leview) Baptist churches to help constitute the new
church. The church's early records are not extant,
but Northbend Baptist Association records from
September 1812 indicate that the church had 56
members and that Christopher Wilson was the
ordained pastor. This was the third church estab
lished in the county. In 1840 the congregation,
led by their pastor, Lewis Conner, withdrew from
the Regular Baptists and aligned with the "Old
School" or Primitive Baptists. That group was op
posed to missionary work, Bible societies, educa
tion for ministers, and other means of evange
lism. The Forks of Gunpowder Baptist Church
helped establish the Salem Predestinarian Baptist
Association and soon became its leading church.
In the 1850s a wooden structure was built to replace
the old building on the island. The new meeting
house had two front doors: the one on the left was

used by the women, who sat on that side of the
church, and the one on the right was for the men,
who sat on the other side. During the following
years, besides Pastor Conner, John Underhill and
Martin L. Aylor served as pastors. The church dis
banded in 1897 because of a steadily declining
membership.
John Uri Lloyd, a local novelist, historian,
and scientist of the late 19th and early 20th centu
ries, seemed fascinated by the predestinarianism
of the Forks of Gunpowder Baptist Church, and he
mentioned the church in several of his books. One

of his novels, Warwick of the Knobs, focuses on
the family of the pastor of the Forks of Gunpowder
Baptist Church during the Civil War.
In 1902 a new church, Gunpowder Baptist
Church, was established as a Regular Baptist
church and met in the building that was once
used for services of the Forks of Gunpowder
Church. It thrived for a time, but in 1939 this

group also ceased to exist. The structure, in a poor
state of repair, was dismantled in late 2001 and
moved to nearby Richwood, where it was reas
sembled as a residence.

memorial were offered for the first time.

Forks of Gunpowder Baptist Church Church Book,
Kenton Co. Deed Book, Covington, Ky.

1865–1897. Available at Northern Kentucky Univ.

Onkst, Wayne, ed. From Buffalo Trails to the Twenty

Archives, Highland Heights, Ky., along with the
records of the church organized later.

First Century: A Centennial History of Erlanger,

Kentucky. Erlanger, Ky: Erlanger Historical Soci
James R. Duvall

ety, 1996.

FORREST, EDWIN (b. March 9, 1806, Philadel
OF

GUNPOWDER

BAPTIST

CHURCH. In 1812, when Boone Co. was just over

a dozen years old as a county, a group of Kentucky

Edwin Forrest.

was the fifth of the seven children born to a strug
gling couple from Philadelphia, William and Re
becca Lauman Forrest. Edwin's father died of tu
berculosis when Edwin was 13. As a child, Edwin

was very sickly, but through a vigorous exercise
program, he developed a healthy, muscular body.
He had a keen interest in acting and made his first
stage debut at Philadelphia's Walnut Theater in
1820. He joined a traveling troupe, Collins and
Jones, which held shows in Pittsburgh and other
cities throughout the Ohio River Valley. In 1823
his troupe performed in Lebanon, Ohio, and after
that show the group disbanded.
Stranded and penniless, the 17-year-old For
rest walked the 40 miles to Newport, Ky., where he
knew Rachel Riddle, a friend from the Prune St.

Theater in Philadelphia, lived. She allowed him to
stay in her home until he could find an acting job.
Out of necessity, he wore his stage costume on the
street and rehearsed his parts with the Riddles'
daughter Sallie. During his stay in Newport, he
met anotheractor, James Taylor III (son of James
Taylor Jr., founder of Newport). When the
younger Taylor was performing at the Newport
Barracks, another actor got drunk and was unable
to perform, so Taylor asked Forrest to play the part
and gave him $5. From that time, Taylor and For
rest were fast friends. They spent many hours to
gether at the Taylor home or sailing on the Ohio
River, rehearsing lines and discussing acting. The
two remained in contact for the rest of their lives,

and Forrest would often visit Northern Kentucky.
After a month in Newport, Forrest left for Lex
ington, accompanied by the Riddles daughter Sal
lie, who aspired to be an actress. In Albany, N.Y., at
age 20, Forrest appeared in a supporting role to En
glish actor Edmund Kean. Forrest admired the fi
ery performance by Kean and endeavored to de
velopasimilaractingstyle for himself. In Cincinnati
in 1823, Forrest played possibly the first ever black
face character in theater, in Tailor in Distress. In

Wayne Onkst
FORKS
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phia, Pa.; d. December 12, 1872, Philadelphia, Pa.).
Edwin Forrest has been called the greatest Ameri
can Shakespearean actor of the 19th century. He

1826 he made his New York City appearance, play
ing Othello at the Bowery Theater. For the next sev
eral years, he performed across the United States
and Europe. He became immensely popular and
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received much critical acclaim. At age 30 he mar
ried an 18-year-old English girl, Catherine Sinclair.

father of Bruce Brownfield, the bandleader. Har

He said at the time that of all the women he had ever

vey was probably best known as an accordion
player but also played the calliope on Ohio River

met, she was the only one he had ever considered

steamboats.

marrying. They had only one child, a son, who died

Alger, William Rounseville. Life of Edwin Forrest.

severaldays after birth in 1838.
During a trip to Cincinnati in 1839, Forrest

New York: Arno Press, 1977.
“At Cards,” KP, December 25, 1897, 5.

purchased a large parcel of land from Israel Lud

Classic Encyclopedia. "Edwin Forrest."http://63.1911
encyclopedia.org (accessed November 5, 2005).
Grayson, Frank Y. “Historic Spots in Greater Cincin

low in the hills west of Covington, which had a
spectacular view of the Ohio River Valley and the
cities of Cincinnati, Covington, and Newport. He

ods. Other well-known villages of the period in
Boone Co. include the Cleek-McCabe site, par
tially excavated by the University of Kentucky in
the 1930s, and several village sites at Big Bone
Lick State Park.

nati,” CTS, November 25, 1932, 7.
— "Sonorous Strains of Accordions Now Fill

built an 11-room home there, which he named

Most of the aforementioned sites were large
villages that included houses and in some cases
stockade walls. The houses were usually built in a
circular pattern, with the doors facing in toward
the center of the village, where there was a plaza, or
open-space area, used for ceremonies and other
community activities.

Home Where Great Tragedian Declaimed Death
Forrest Hill. The house stands today at 309 Wright
St., now a part of Covington.
At the pinnacle of Edwin Forrest's popularity,

less Lines," CTS, September 27, 1932, 16.
Moody, Richard. The Astor Place Riot. Blooming

he owned, in addition to Forrest Hill, a castle on

— Edwin Forrest: First Star of the American

the Hudson River in New York, a brownstone

mansion in Philadelphia, and a 100-acre country
estate. Edwin Forrest dearly loved his wife but was
not an attentive husband. After performing in the
evening, he would often play cards with his friends
and fellow actors until dawn. One evening after a
performance in Cincinnati, Edwin returned to his
hotel room unexpectedly to find his wife in the
embrace of another actor, George W. Jamieson. Af
ter 12 years of a seemingly happy marriage, Edwin
insisted on a separation and then filed for divorce.
A very publiclegal battle ensued, with salacious ac
counts of the breakup appearing in newspapers
across the country. Some have called it the domes
tic squabble of the 19th century.
After the 1852 divorce, Forrest's demeanor

changed markedly. He became very stern, trusting
few people, and seemed to lose his zest for life. Be
cause of the divorce, many of his friends and fans
abandoned him, but he continued to act. Most of

the plays of that period were by European writers,
but Forrest longed to perform an American work.
Finding none, he ran a newspaper ad, offering $500
for the best new play by an American writer. The
winning entry was by John Augustus Stone, called
Metamora. It was about an Indian chief of the

Wampanoag tribe, who worried about the white
man forcing the Indian from his land. The perfor
mance was so moving and realistic that some Indi
ans in the audience wept and did a chant, in honor
of the beloved chief.

In Europe, Forrest met an English actor, named
William Macready, who was a close friend of
Charles Dickens. Both Macready and Forrest were
excellent actors, but intense jealousy soon devel
oped between them. In 1849, when both were ap
pearing in New York City, their fans clashed in
what was called the Astor Place Riot, in which at

least 22 people lost their lives. In 1871 Edwin For
rest gave his last performance as Cardinal Richelieu
at Boston, Mass. He died in Philadelphia, at age 66,
and was buried in the St. Paul's Episcopal Church
yard there. During a distinguished career, he
amassed a sizable fortune, which he left in a trust
fund. He directed that income from the trust be

used to set up a home for aged actors in his former
home in Philadelphia.
In the 1930s, his former home in Covington
was purchased by Harvey Brownfield, a local
vaudeville performer and music teacher and the

ton: Indiana Univ. Press, 1958.

Stage. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1960.
Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen

tennial History. Newport, Ky: Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

“W. Covington," KP, February 7, 1910,5.

Jack Wessling
FORT ANCIENT INDIAN SITES. By A.D.
800–900, the bow and arrow may have been intro
duced into the cultures of the American Indians

inhabiting the Ohio River Valley. Other changes
in settlement and subsistence soon changed the
character of the Late Woodland-period archaeo
logical record. Soon after 1000, the local Ameri
can Indian inhabitants of Northern Kentucky
practiced maize agriculture, used the bow and ar
row, and tempered their pottery with shells in
stead of grit or limestone. Social and political
changes may also have accompanied these
changes. Archaeologists refer to this time span

The Northern Kentucky Fort Ancient peoples
farmed corn, beans, and squash or pumpkins. They
also hunted deer and many smaller mammals,
birds, and fish. Their farmlands were the fertile

stream valleys surrounding their village site. From
the local streams and rivers, they collected large
quantities of mussels, which they ate. The mussel
shells were used to temper their pottery and to
make tools such ashoes. They buried their dead ei
ther in mounds nearby or in small cemeteries lo
cated within the village itself. Each village con
tained at least one community building or meeting
place. Other buildings in the village included sweat
lodges and houses.
"Ancient Burial Site,” KE, July 24, 2004, C3.

“Building on the Past, SC, August 1, 2004, 1.
“Petersburg Dig Reveals Daily Life of Prehistoric Peo
ple, SC, August 1, 2004,3A.
“Petersburg's Treasury of History—Bone May Be
Those of Ancient Indians," KP, July 20, 2004, IK.
Rafferty, Janet Elizabeth. “The Development of the Ft.
Ancient Tradition in Northern Kentucky," PhD
diss., Univ. of Washington, 1974.
“Twelve Mile,” KSI, February 19, 1885, 3.
Jeannine Kreinbrink

(A.D.1000 until after 1600) as the Fort Ancient Pe

riod. Divided into three segments (Early, Middle,
and Late) by many researchers, the Fort Ancient
period produced changes in pottery styles and vil
lage layouts or plans throughout its 600-plus years.
For the Fort Ancient period, archaeologists have
documented that there were permanently occu
pied villages along most of the major streams in
Northern Kentucky. The Petersburg Village site in
Boone Co. has recently produced brass or copper
artifacts that may date from the 15th to the 16th
centuries and likely came from trade with French
or other European traders.
Northern Kentucky has many villages of the
Fort Ancient period, including documented sites
in Boone, Bracken, Campbell, and Kenton coun
ties. In southeastern Campbell Co., the Bintz site
lies on two terraces overlooking the Ohio River.
Investigated by archaeologists during the late
1940s, the site includes two villages and a large
burial mound. For many years, researchers from
Northern Kentucky University have conducted
archaeological field studies at the Dunn Village,
another Fort Ancient village in Campbell Co.
Terraces along the Ohio River and major
streams of Boone and Kenton counties, including
Big Bone Creek, Gunpowder Creek, and Mud Lick
Creek, also contain Fort Ancient village sites. The
modern-day town of Petersburg lies above villages
of both the Middle and the Late Fort Ancient peri

FORT MITCHELL. The modern city of Fort
Mitchell, in central Kenton Co., three miles south

of Covington along Dixie Highway (U.S. 25/42;
the old Covington and Lexington Turnpike),

is the result of mergers and several annexations.
The first merger occurred in 1967, when the old
city of Fort Mitchell joined with the city of South
Fort Mitchell; in 1999 the adjacent small city of
Crescent Park was merged with Fort Mitchell. Fort
Mitchell now encompasses roughly four square
miles.

The original Fort Mitchell (old Fort Mitchell)
began in the first decade of the 20th century as a
streetcar suburb, just after the old Lewisburg
streetcar line was extended in 1903 to Highland
Cemetery; in 1910 the streetcar line reached its fi
nal terminus at a loop (turnaround) opposite
where modern Orphanage Rd. intersects. The
streetcar passed to the rear (to the west) of the
then new Fort Mitchell Country Club, which
opened in 1904. The city was developed along the
streets between that club and the Dixie Highway.
John Menzies and A. G. Simrall served as the ear

liest trustees of the town, which was incorporated
on Valentine's Day in 1910. Soon, builders such as
the Northcutt Brothers and Paul L. Bethel were

constructing beautiful homes that remain today
as part of Fort Mitchell's historic districts. It was

FORT Mitch ELL BAPTIST CHURCH
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high-end development. On the southwest end of
town, the Deters family opened the Rowntowner
Motor Inn in November 1970, and it served as the

main Northern Kentucky convention center until
a new convention center was built in Covington.
Today, the Fort Mitchell facility is known as the
Drawbridge Inn Convention Center Motel. At one
time a microbrewery operated there. This is also
the area where the Columbia Sussex Corpora
tion had its offices for many years before its recent
move to Crestview Hills.

In 2000 Fort Mitchell had a population of
8,089.

"Board Decides on Underpass," KP October 10,
1935, 1.

"Data on Three Kenton County Communities Pre

pared by Mrs. Udry"KPOctober 25, 1940, 17.
"Happy at Home," KPJuly 11, 1983, IK.
Keeme, Steve. "Office Building Going Up on Colum
nist's Beloved Bullfrog Holler." CE, January 16,
1982, D1.

Dixie Highway. Fort Mitchell. Carl Goetz poses in front of stores near the streetcar's
"end-of-the-line," in the 1940s.

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Reis, Jim. "Beechwood Memory Lane," KP Iuly 15,
1985, 4K.

— "Ft. Mitchell Merger Memories," KP January
not long before city water (supplied by the Cov
ington Waterworks via the Dixie Water Com
pany) and natural gas were brought out along the
highway, spurring further development. In the
late 1920s, the area known as Fort Mitchell

Heights was annexed by Fort Mitchell. Fort
Mitchell Heights was the location of the Civil
War-era Fort Mitchel, one of the many Northern
Kentucky Civil War fortifications built to de
fend the region and Cincinnati from attack in
1862 by the Confederate general Henry Heth. He
reportedly came as close as the southern end of
modern Fort Mitchell before turning back. The
fort was named for Union general Ormsby
Mitchel, but a second l was added for the name of

the city. One of the best-known homes in Fort
Mitchell Heights was the home of Brady Black,
longtime editor of the Cincinnati Enquirer, he

lived along a rise to the west along the highway,
near where the fortification stood. Another news

paperman, Ollie James, lived across the highway
from Black, in what his readers knew as Bullfrog

In 1938 a new city building was dedicated, and it
has been expanded since. By 1940 the population
of South Fort Mitchell was 2,400. The Fort Mitch

ell area is served by the high-quality Beechwood
Independent School District (see Beechwood

Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
May 8, 2007).

ping Center was constructed across from High
land Cemetery, next to the interstate. By that time
the streetcar suburb had become a highway sub
urb. A new Holiday Inn Motel was added to that
same intersection of I-75 and the Dixie Highway.
Office buildings were also erected near the inter
state, and the slow but steady growth of the nearby
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Interna
tional Airport brought many new visitors and
residents to the cities.

at the end of the streetcar line in an area in South

while South Fort Mitchell had 5,500.

Fort Mitchell that locals still refer to as the End of

Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church, which
built a combination church and school on the Di

xie Highway in 1920, and the Fort Mitchell Bap
tist Church, opened in 1924. In 1935 Remke
Markets introduced Northern Kentucky to the
first self-serve grocery store at Orphanage Rd. and
the Dixie Highway. That same year saw the con
struction of an underpassbeneath the Dixie High
way for pedestrians; traffic had grown enough that
crossing the road had become dangerous, espe
cially for the students of Blessed Sacrament School.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent

the county school system in 1912. The Beechwood
School is almost 150 years old.
The 1960s brought rapid change to the area. In
1962 I-75 was completed through the cities. Traffic
increased greatly, and the Expressway Plaza Shop

The city of South Fort Mitchell was incorpo
rated in 1927 with a population of 296. The Dixie
Tea Room, later the Greyhound Grill, had already
been in operation for a few years at the time. It was

the Line. (See Gourmet Strip.) Nearby were the

U.S. Census Bureau. "American FactFinder. DataSet.

Public Schools), which disassociated itself from

In 1967 the city of South Fort Mitchell merged
with the adjacent city of Fort Mitchell, and the
name Fort Mitchell was retained. The police de
partments, fire departments, administration, and
city services of the two cities were combined. At
the time, old Fort Mitchellhada population of 500,

Holler.

13, 1992, 4K.

— "Ft. Mitchell: Town of Tombs Becomes a City,"
KP April 1, 1985,4K.

Fort Mitchell is rich in history. It is home to
three cemeteries, where many famous Northern
Kentuckians are buried: St. John Cemetery
(1867), Highland Cemetery (1869), and St. Mary
Cemetery. Five historic districts in the city have
been placed on the National Register of Historic

FORT MITCHELL BAPTIST CHURCH. The

Fort Mitchell Baptist Church was formed in the
early 1920s after the North Bend Baptist Associa
tion (now the Northern Kentucky Baptist Associa
tion) of the Kentucky Baptist Convention autho
rized establishment of a church. A lot costing
$5,000 was purchased at the corner of the Dixie
Highway and Silver Ave., and a "tabernacle," as it
was called, was built. The building was dedicated
on Sunday, May 25, 1924. This tabernacle and its

congregation were considered a mission until Oc
tober 9, 1924, when the Fort Mitchell Baptist
Church was organized. The pastors from that time
to the present, along with highlights ofthe church's
growth, areas follows.
Dr. Andrew Smith, 1924–1926; membership 34 in
1924,78 in 1926. The first baptism was April 12,
1925; the title for the church property was re
ceived from the North Bend Association.

G. B. Bush, 1926–1947; membership 266. A new
sanctuaryandaparsonage werebuilt; the church
became debt-free in 1946.

Places: the Old Fort Mitchell Historic District, the

Darrel C. Richardson, 1947–1954; membership
469. A building committee was formed to plan
expansion of the auditorium and the basement.
Dr. Samuel Southard, August 1954–July 1955;

Fort Mitchell Heights Historic District, the Beech
wood Historic District, the Highland Cemetery
Historic District, and the Kruempelmann Farm
Historic District. The 26-acre Kruempelmann
property was a working farm for some 170 years
before it recently became the site of a 58-home

cational building.
Dr. Clarence R. Lassetter, 1955–1964; membership
660. An education building was constructed,
two properties (one on Silver Ave. and the other
on the Dixie Highway) were purchased for future

membership 503; plans drawn for a future edu
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expansion, and the church began conducting two
morning services.

Thomas H. Conley, 1964–1966. Additional prop
erty was purchased for future expansions.

Northern Kentucky Baptist Association. Annual of

add another nine holes. Nevertheless, the FMCC

the Northern Kentucky Baptist Association. Er

course was the site of the Kentucky State Amateur

langer: Northern Kentucky Baptist Association,

Golf Tournament in 1913, 1917, and 1920 and the

1992, 1996.

Perry Bratcher
James E. Taulman, 1967–1976; membership 602.
More property was purchased, and the church
hired Tom Mallory, a full-time minister of
Christian education, and Dan Arterburn, a min

ister of music and youth. Five vocal choirs and
two handbell choirs were now included as parts
of the music program. A mortgage-burning cer
emony was held in September 1975. The church
also celebrated America's bicentennial with vari

ous events culminating in a celebration in "1776
style."
Dr. Gilbert Tucker, 1976–1985, membership 799.
Ground was broken in April 1978, and a new
church sanctuary was completed in 1980. The
church parsonage was converted to offices and
later razed for additional parking. In 1983 the
sanctuary and the choir loft of the "old church"
were converted into additional classrooms.

Dr. C. Michael Watts, 1986–1990; played a major
role in the creation of the chapel program at the
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Interna

tional Airport. The Mother's Day Out program
was established in this period by church mem
ber Debby Jump. The church's education facility
was renovated and reoccupied in 1992, and a
new minister of music, Dr. Melanie Williams,
was hired.

Dr. Harry M. Rowland, 1992–1996; membership
818. The singles ministry was expanded, the
church began participation in the Interfaith
Hospitality Network program, Charles Houp
became minister of education and youth (serv
ing until 1995), and Jenna Lusby became the
part-time children's minister. During the in
terim period after Rowland left the pastorate,
Daniel Mackey was appointed as the church's
minister of youth.

called the FMCC their home course.
FORT MITCHELL COUNTRY CLUB. At the

turn of the 20th century, the so-called fresh-air
movement brought urban residents out of the cit
ies and into the countryside. Some went for walks
and rides near their homes, others strolled in the

newly developed garden cemeteries (see Highland
Cemetery), and people who could afford to do so
formed their own clubs out in the fresh air, the

modern country clubs. In 1904 the Fort Mitchell
Country Club (FMCC), the oldest still-existing
country club in Northern Kentucky, was incorpo
rated as a private, nonprofit corporation with 128
charter members, including Kenton Co. commu
nity leaders J. T. Hatfield and Bradford Shin
kle. The club was located west of the Lexington Pk.
(Dixie Highway), at the end of Fort Mitchell Ave.,
in the original section of Fort Mitchell. Formerly,
this site was the Perkins family homestead, a 74-acre farm. It was leased for the first two years, and
then the club purchased the land that it was quickly
improving. Situated along the route of the Fort

The club's first swimming pool was built in
1941, a second, larger one in 1961, and another in
the 1980s. Over the years, other activities have in
cluded basketball, a shooting range, and tennis
(early on, and brought back in 1975). The club has
endured some difficult times: at least two fires, a

period ofbankruptcy in the late 1930s, a cyclone in
1948, a robbery in 1976, and a hepatitis scare in
1983. The new clubhouse was opened in 1971, after
a 1970 fire.

Having endured for more than a century, the
FMCC continues to be the scene of numerous

meetings, from the Kiwanis Club (see Civic As
sociations) to political gatherings, proms, and
seasonal thematic dances. Events held there have

been attended by many important people, includ
ing various Kentucky governors and golfinglegend
Sam Snead.

"Country Club Is Formed," KP. March 7, 1904, 1.

“Day Night GolfGames at Fort Mitchell," KP, August
27, 1914, 10.

Mitchell streetcar line (see Green Line), the club

had its own streetcar stop at the rear of its property.
In those early days, club events were scheduled
to end before the midnight departure of the last
streetcar back to Covington, where most members
lived.

When the FMCCopened in 1904, its nine-hole
golf course was ready for use, as was the baseball
field. The former Perkins family home was used as
the first clubhouse. A large, open-air dancing plat
form, considered to be one of the finest dance

floors in Northern Kentucky, was constructed for
dancing under the stars, a popular activity at the
time. The golf course has been redesigned a cou
ple of times, but not enough land is available to

Dr. French B. Harmon, 1997–2004; membership
just over 1,000. The church expanded its out
reach ministries in discipleship and missions,
offering several music dramas to entertain the
church members as well as the general commu
nity. This was also a time of expansion for the
Mother's Day Out program and a period of re
evaluation of the church's overall structure. Af

ter the resignation of Williams, the team of
Tony and Joy Burdett led the music ministry's
program. Following Mackey's departure in
1999, Cohen Copley filled the youth ministry
position until 2001. After he left, the church's
staff positions were once again reevaluated and
several part-time ministerial positions were
created.

Dr. R. Joseph Tricquet Jr., 2005–present,
“Baptist Church Marks 80 Years," KE, October 22,
2004, C3.

“Church Celebrates 75th Anniversary." KE, October
2, 1999, Cl.

“Dedication Service,” KP, May 26, 1924, 1.

Fort Mitchell Baptist Church. Church History, June
---

1, 1924 to October 9, 1999. Fort Mitchell, Ky. Fort
Mitchell Baptist Church, 1999.

Kentucky Open in 1920 and 1928. Bill Deupree
was perhaps the best of the many golfers who have

Fort Thomas Military Reservation.

Edmiston, John H. A Special Place: History of the
Fort Mitchell Country Club, 1904–1994. Fort

Mitchell, Ky. The Club, 1994.
“Ft. Mitchellan Oldie." KP, July 1, 1974, 16K.

FORTTHOMAS. Originally incorporated as the
District of the Highlands on February 27, 1867,
with the help of U.S. attorney general Henry Stan
bery, this sixth-class city stretches along a five
mile ridge above the Ohio River in northeastern
Campbell Co., covering 5.7 square miles. It is
bounded by the Ohio River and the Kentucky
towns of Dayton, Bellevue, Highland Heights,
Newport, Southgate, and Woodlawn. The city was
part of a half-million-acre land grant awarded to

FORT THOMAS MILITARY RESERVATION

the Ohio Land Company in 1749 and surveyed by
Christopher Gist in 1750. Later, this land grant
was preempted by the U.S. Congress to awardlands
to Revolutionary War veterans. Patents for ser
vice in the war were issued to William Kennedy,
David Leitch, Benjamin Logan, Laurence Muse,
John O'Bannon, Samuel and David Perry, and Ed
mond Taylor.
The first settlers arrived during the early 1800s
to “the Highlands," situated on the hills behind
Newport. Among them was William Richard
Taliaferro, from Virginia. His wife was Alice
Berry, whose father had given the couple 150 acres
extending north to the Ohio River, near what to
day is Rossford and N. Fort Thomas Aves. Talia
ferro built a log cabin, which in 1830 was con

Tenn., during the Civil War. The mural also
shows soldiers standing in front of the fort's bar

the lobby of the Fort Thomas Post Office at 24 S.

racks and the historic water tower at the Fort

In the 1890s the U.S. Army decided to move
operations from its remote and scattered posts and
garrisons and consolidate some of them in popula

school was built close by on Holly Ln. The High
land Methodist Church held its first worship ser

Thomas military reservation.
A boulevard that runs the length of Fort
Thomas, originally named Jamestown Pk., went
through many name changes before it came to be
called N. Fort Thomas Ave. north of Highland
Ave., and S. Fort Thomas Ave. south of Highland
Ave. Other major through streets in the town are
Covert Run Pk. and Memorial Pkwy. connecting
to Bellevue (Memorial Pkwy. was the former
right-of-way of the Green Line streetcar that
served the city); Dayton Pk., which connects to
Dayton; Highland Ave. and Grandview Ave.,
connecting to Southgate; River Rd. and Tower
Hill Rd., which lead to Ky. Rt.8 (the Mary Ingles
Highway) along the eastern boundary, parallel
ing the Ohio River; and Waterworks Rd. and
Grand Ave., which connect to Newport. In 2000
the city of Fort Thomas had a population of

vice at Mount Pleasant. At 370 Newman Ave. in

17,184.

Fort Thomas stands another early log cabin, dat
ing to 1850, which has been enlarged and covered
with siding.
Other landowners in the area, many of whom

“Ft. Thomas—Re Name for New Fourth Class City
Soon to Be Created," KP, August 19, 1914, 3.
“Happy Birthday for Ft. Thomas,” KTS, February 27,

also served as trustees of the town, were John

“Highlands Soon to Be Ft. Thomas," KP, October 6,

verted into a mansion known as Mount Pleasant.

The house remains standing at 1810 N. Ft Thomas
Ave. Classes were conducted at this home before a

Cline, Jacob Hawthorne, George H. Hilton,
Thomas Irvin, Elli Kinney (whose castle became
Carmel Manor nursing home), John Lilley, and
Henry Stanbery (1803–1881). Stanbery, who was
the U.S. attorney general under President Andrew
Johnson (1865–1869), planned the successful
strategies used to thwart Johnson's impeachment
in 1867. The first census in 1871 showed that the

District of the Highlands (Fort Thomas) had a
population of 617.
In 1873 the post office closest to the District of
the Highlands was located in Dale, where mail
services were restricted to residents of that com

munity. Inhabitants of the rest of the Highlands
had to go to Newport for their mail. However, as
the town known as the District of the Highlands
grew in population, the smaller settlement of
Guyville to the north, as well as Dale to the south,

were annexed to the city. During the construc
tion of the Fort Thomas Military Reservation

during the 1890s, Col. Melville Cochran (1836–
1904) was instrumental in the closing of the Dale
post office branch; a new post office opened on
the property of L. L. Ross, just to the north of
the entrance of the new fort. This became Station

A, Newport, and its postmark designation was

stamped as Fort Thomas. In-town mail deliveries
began in 1896. The citizens of the town voted to
change the name of the District of the Highlands
to the city of Fort Thomas in an election during
1914, thus acknowledging their city's close ties to

the military base. The post office moved to the
Midway, the commercial strip across from the en
trance to the fort, in 1918, and later to a more cen
tral location, a new structure built at 24 S. Fort

Thomas Ave., in 1941. A mural inside this post of
fice depicts Gen. George Henry Thomas (1816–
1870) and Gen. Phillip Henry Sheridan (1831–
1888) standing together at Missionary Ridge,
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1958, 1A.

1914, 1.

tion centers that had railheads. The Cincinnati

Northern Kentucky region, which previously had
two significant military installations (Fort Wash
ington at Cincinnati and the Newport Barracks),
was a logical choice. Citizens on both sides of the
river expressed support for having the military in
their midst. And an assignment to the post at Fort
Thomas was the number-one choice of West Point

Military Academy graduates, because it put them
in a quiet suburban neighborhood near a large city
with cultural and entertainment opportunities.
Units from the Philippines were routinely rotated
and assigned to service at Fort Thomas.
Col. Melville Augustus Cochran (1836–1904),
of the 6th Infantry Regiment (U.S.A.), was the first
commandant. As a career officer during the Civil
War, he had fought for the Union Army and had
been held prisoner by the Confederates for 16
months before escaping. He later served at a num
ber of small military posts in the West. He was re
sponsible for the layout of the fort and overseeing
its construction. The commandant's home, No. 1

Carriage Loop (Alexander Circle), was the first

Reis, Jim. “Ft. Thomas Besieged by Indians,” KP, July
20, 1987, 4K.

Betty Maddox Daniels
FORT

Fort Thomas Ave.

THOMAS

MILITARY

building to be constructed. Base commanders
lived with their families on-site. Henry A. Schriver
(1829–1909), a local contractor, used U.S. Army
plans for the red brick buildings that he built on

RESERVA

the base. For instance, the mess hall was built ac

TION. The deactivated military reservation at
Fort Thomas is located in the southeastern portion
of the city. The fort's grounds, high above the Ohio
River, are bounded by S. Fort Thomas Ave. (Ky. Rt.
1120), River Rd. (Ky. Rt.445), and the Mary Ingles
Highway (Ky. Rt. 8). This site, 111 acres of former
farmlands and orchards atop the hills of the Dis
trict of the Highlands (now Fort Thomas), was
chosen as a replacement after the Newport Bar
racks, at the confluence of the Ohio and Licking

cording to the same plans as the stone messhalls at
the Presidio in San Francisco and at Fort Riley,

rivers, was inundated in the flood of 1884, as well
as that of 1887. The site was promoted as being de

Kans. The tower in the front of the fort was con
structed of limestone blocks. Administrative offi
cers and their families had houses on Alexander

Circle; field officers and their families lived on

Greene St., where the bachelor officers' quarters
(B.O.Q) were also located; and noncoms and their
families were housed on Pearson St. These houses,

the tower, the armory-drill hall-gymnasium, the
mess hall, the hospital steward's house, and the
stable remain; only the B.O.Q. is gone. Other ser

sirable both because it was out of the floodplain
and because an adequate supply of fresh water was
available from the nearby Covington Waterworks.
The military installation at Fort Thomas was also
accessible to Cincinnati, Newport, and Covington
by an electric streetcar line. It was served by the
Grand Avenue Turnpike for wagons and carriages
and had a special siding of the Chesapeake and
Ohio Railroad for moving building materials
and supplies as well as for troop transport. The

vice buildings, which have been removed, included
the headquarters building, the barracks, the com
missary, the hospital, the chapel, the guard house,
the firehouse, and the band quarters. The grounds
were well landscaped to give the appearance of a
college campus, thanks to planning by Colonel Co
chran. A baseball field, an amphitheater for boxing
bouts, parade grounds, and a polo field provided

Kentucky legislature ceded the land to the federal

symbol for the city of Fort Thomas, stands on the

government on the last day of February 1887. Ded
icated on June 29, 1890, the base was first named
Fort Crook. However, Gen. Phillip Henry Sheri
dan (1831–1888), chief of staff of the U.S. Army,

western edge of the military reservation on S. Fort
Thomas Ave. between Pearson and Douglas Sts.
Built in 1890, under the direction of Henry
Schriver and engineer Patrick Rooney, and no lon

changed its name to Fort Thomas in honor of his

ger in use, it conceals a standpipe 100 feet high,

comrade in arms, Gen. George Henry Thomas
(1816–1870), the Union Army commander known
as the “the Rock of Chickamauga." Generals
Thomas and Sheridan are portrayed in a 1942 mu
ral by artist Lucienne Bloch that is displayed inside

with a capacity of 100,000 gallons. Water was
pumped from the Covington Waterworks reser
voir just across the street (now the Northern Ken
tucky Water District). The water came from the
Ohio River below the military reservation's east

for outdoor recreation.

The stone water tower, which has become the
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boundary through a 30-inch main under the res
ervation and S. Fort Thomas Ave. The truncated

recent West Point graduates to lead young men
from the Civil Military Training Corps in digging
up stones from unused areas of the grounds. Then
the young men were put to work constructing the
walls along the south and west boundaries, the
stately gates at the entrances, and steps and
benches throughout the grounds. Each group
working on the walls made its own patterns; some
of the walls were built with jagged tops so soldiers

base, of regular coarse granite, measures 23.5
square feet at ground level. The untapered shaft
of limestone, with its projecting crown, brings
the height to over 102 feet. A wrought iron gate in
the base once made the insidespiral staircase to the
top accessible. The cost of the entire installation
was $16,328, and daily water consumption was
15,500 gallons. The bronze plaque on the west side

could not sit on them. Local homeowners, who

of the tower honors 28 officers and men who lost

were friendly with the officers, generously con

their lives in the Spanish-American War (1898). It
was "erected by the citizens of Cincinnati, Coving
ton, Newport, and the vicinity of Ft. Thomas." The
sculptured work was done by artist Clement
Barnhorn. A smaller plaque on the south side
honors Col. Harry Egbert (1839–1899). The 6th
Infantry, commanded first by Colonel Cochran
and then by Colonel Egbert, was the first military
force assigned to duty at Fort Thomas. The unit's
first military action came after 250 American lives
were lost when the USS Maine exploded in Ha
vana Harbor, Cuba, on February 15, 1898. The 6th
Infantry was sent to Florida to prepare for battle;

tributed shrubs, small trees, rose bushes, and

however, the unit's commander, Colonel Cochran,
became ill and was relieved of his command. Colo

nel Egbert, a 36-year army veteran, took charge
and led the men to victory during the battle at San
Juan Hill in Cuba. Their stay in Cuba was short,
and they soon returned to Fort Thomas by train
and streetcar line, bringing their injured in litters.
In front of the tower are two cannons on stone

platforms diagonally placed and inscribed "Barce
lona, 1 de Junio, 1768” and “Barcelona. 2 de Junio,

1789." Trophies from the war in Cuba, they were
captured from Spanish admiral Pascual Cervera
y Topete during a naval engagement in Havana
harbor when American commanders William T.

other plants to the beautification crews so that the
area could be returned to its former excellent ap
pearance. The commanding colonel insisted that
whenever the troops left the base, they were to
wear their stately full dress uniform, including
white cross belts, white gloves, and highly pol
ished shoes.
Soldiers who came to Fort Thomas, for what

ever reason—tours of duty, enlistment, recruit
ment, a posting to the military police barracks, or
for Army Reverse duty—always seemed to remem
ber the mess hall after they left. Finished in 1891,
at a cost of $20,407, the building has been returned
to its original condition through the diligent ef.
forts of the Fort Thomas Heritage League Inc. and
was dedicated as a Community Center on Sep
tember 26, 1992. The main hall is 150 by 50 feet,
without central support. There are double doors
on the east, south, and west sides and large arched
windows, originally topped with lunettes, around
the hall. The original red quarry tile floors are in
tact throughout, even though they were flooded at
times to provide winter ice skating when the
structure was not in use for other purposes. The
pressed-tin ceiling was rusted and has been hid
den by new acoustical tiles. Several coats of paint

area was used for social events, hops and dances,
bridge tournaments, charity luncheons, gradua
tion exercises, and various indoor sports. Citizens
from the surrounding cities put on special events
during peacetimes. In the aftermath of the Bev
erly Hills Supper Club disaster on May 28, 1977,

in Southgate, the huge armory floor became a tem
porary morgue. The lower floor now houses city
recreation department offices and rooms for
games, dancing, meetings, and children's activi
ties. The second floor is busy daily with exercise
classes, basketball and volleyball games, sports
leagues for all ages, and large dances.
Base housing for the troops was in the four
brick barracks buildings, two on either side of the
mess hall. The three-story central core contained
the company office and billiard, reading, and rec
reation rooms; the two-story wings on either side
had verandas facing the parade grounds. These
structures no longer remain, but a fifth barracks,
constructed in 1935, is now used as a nursing
home-domiciliary by the Cincinnati U.S. Veter
ans Administration Hospital (see Veterans Ad
ministration Medical Center).

When the post opened, every officer above the
rank of 2nd lieutenant was entitled to a horse. Each

one could also have a private mount, as did mem
bers of the cavalry attached to the infantry. The
resident polo team and the cavalry often performed
publicly. A stable was erected on the far southern
edge of the property on Carmel Manor Dr. (now
part of the Brooks-Lawler Army Reserve Center
complex). The road was initially called Boone Dr.,
since it led to a site where Daniel Boone once

camped overlooking the river. The stable's build
ing of redbrick was constructed between 1889 and
1892 and could house 40 horses and mules. The

Sampson and Winfield Scott Schley prevented the
enemy from leaving the harbor.

were removed from the interior buttered-brick tile

long, narrow building has rather steep roofs and a
clerestory along the ridge. Usually, such military

walls, and outside the brick walls have been re

structures do not survive. Now it is used for stor

During the Spanish-American War, 15 men

pointed. The T-shaped rear section once housed

had been left at Fort Thomas under the command

the kitchen, a cork-lined meat locker, storage

of Lt. Harry Lee, Sgt. Paulin, and Lt. Col. Henry
Gadner, a surgeon. Customarily, a skeleton mili
tary crew, sometimes only three, would stay be
hind at the fort when one company was leaving
and another arriving. There were frequent rumors
that the post might close during peacetime, but
companies of the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 9th, and 10th in
fantries came at various times and the post stayed
open. Situated near a major population center and
easily accessible, the Fort Thomas facility became a
major site for military recruitment, inductions,

rooms, and an entrance to the basement. Now this
area is divided into a caterer's kitchen, a small mu

age in a fenced-off area.
Carriage Dr. (renamed Greene St.) was the
main entryway when the post was new. It begins at
St. to continue past the mess hall and then to the
Carriage Loop (Alexander Circle), with Ohio

on the west side from S. Fort Thomas Ave. and one

was at one time assigned to Colonel Egbert. It is a
single-family, two-story building in Georgian Re
vival style. The entrance is a reception room of
generous size, which was used by base command
ers for their many formal entertaining events.

from the east side on Cochran St. A rectangular
building, it contains 19,900 square feet on its two

and enlistments as men from western West Vir

floors. When it was built in 1896, it cost $50,235.

ginia, Eastern Kentucky, and southern Ohio regu
larly arrived to join the service.
To provide extra space during World War I, 20
temporary buildings were added. When 1922 be
gan, only recruiting companies and a few medical
corpsmen were on the base, but then the 10th In
fantry arrived and remained at the post until 1940.
This unit was called upon for community service
at times of flooding. During the Great Depres
sion, the person in command was an ambitious

There are large windows at ground level on the
north and south sides; larger casement windows
above admit plenty of light for the second level.

colonel named Edward Croft, who worked to re

pair the poor appearance of the post. He directed

S. Fort Thomas Ave. and turns left into Cochran

seum, a meeting room, restrooms, and storage.
With new lighting, ceiling fans, and an air
conditioning system, it serves many public pur
poses throughout the year.
Another of the remaining buildings is the
armory-drill hall. It has a double-door entrance

Red tile covers much of the floor of the lower level,

which once housed bowling alleys, pool and bil
liard tables, and refreshment rooms. The second

floor has no central supports, depending instead
on roof trusses constructed by bolting or riveting a
series of compression and tension members. Hard
wood flooring covers the 90-by-100-foot floor. In
inclement weather, troops drilled there with the of
ficers observing from a balcony. At other times the

River overlooks. On both sides of the entrance are

homes that housed field officers (starting at lieu
tenant colonels) and their families; the B.O.Q. was
there also. The first house on the left of Greene St.

Three rooms on the first floor, three on the second,

servants' quarters on the third, and a full base
ment complete the interior. Fireplaces in six of the
rooms are elaborately carved. A wooden porch
and an octagonal bay window grace the front fa
cade. The cost was $6,546 for the 3,489 square feet

of living area in the house. Next are four duplexes,
two on each side of the street. The overall size of

each is 51 by 63 feet, and their cost in 1892 was
$13,147. Each of these eight units has a wooden
porch and lunettes over a large front window and

FORT THOMAS PUBLIC SCHOOLS

a door. Each dwelling also has a stairway with or
nate landing areas, a fireplace in each room, ser
vant quarters on the third floor, and a basement.
The last house on the left is a single-family resi
dence with a floor plan the reverse of Colonel Eg
bert's house. Across the street was the B.O.Q.,

which once housed nurses serving the hospital on
Cochran St. It was reported that, at a party in the
B.O.Q., Alice Roosevelt, daughter of President
Theodore Roosevelt, smoked a cigarette and
“drank whiskey like a man." Both the hospital and
the residence have been removed.

Administrative officers (full colonels), who did
not rotate from base to base as field officers, were

entitled to homes on the Loop. The commandant's
home, built in Queen Anne style, stands at the
most prominent position on the circle and pro
vides views of both the Ohio and Little Miami riv
ers and of downtown Cincinnati. It has a founda

tion of field stone and walls of locally made red
brick. The 15-room structure with three baths, two

half baths, a basement, and a porch cost $9,803.53
to build. The front is distinguished by a projec
tion that houses the stairway and by a small bal
cony on the third floor. Other officers' homes on
the Loop include four single-occupant residences
and three duplexes, constructed in 1888. The single
houses originally had frame siding on the second
floor, but that has been replaced. The structures
stone foundations, red brick walls, slate roofs (now

covered), and corner cylindrical towers with cone
shaped roofs also represent the Queen Anne style.
Parquet floors are laid on the first-floor rooms, and
the stairway landings are window seats with art
glass windows, which have “USA" etched into the
design. Each duplex has an entrance hall, three
rooms with fireplaces on the first floor, three rooms
with fireplaces on the second, three servants'
rooms on the third floor, two staircases, transoms

abovedoors foraircirculation in the high-ceilinged
rooms, abundant closets, a pantry, and a porch. In
1891 two more duplexes were built on Cochran St.
While similar in design to the duplexes on the
Loop, the newer ones also have overhanging third
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March, for his heroic actions in combat in France

ernment had divided the fort's property into six

against German soldiers during World War I.
Almost immediately after the Fort Thomas
Military Reservation was occupied, it was found to
be too small. The city was expanding around it, so
that there was no room for a very necessary rifle
range. To address this need, the Cochran Rifle
Range was established on 167 acres purchased
from William N. Taliaferro along the Licking River
in May 1891. Troops marched 14 miles to the site
for frequent practice and often spent a month
camping there during summers. When some of
the military companies were too large to be ac
commodated at the post, they set up their tents at
the range. Today, the Tri City Sportsman Club Inc.
is established at what was the military range's site
(4219 Rifle Range Rd). Similarly, there was no suit
able space for a cemetery at the post. However, the
Evergreen Cemetery in Southgate, just a few
miles from the post, reserved an area for soldiers,
dependents, nurses, and patients from the Veter
ans Administration Nursing Home.
In November 1940 the War Department an
nounced that the fort's last major infantry unit, the
10th Regiment, would betransferred to Fort Custer
in Michigan. The size of the modern army's regi
ments had simply rendered Fort Thomas too small.
In September 1940 the fort became an induction
center only. Throughout World War II, it func
tioned as such, with recruits undergoing physical
and aptitude tests, attending basic lectures and
drills, and usually, by the fourth day, being sent by
bus and train to army camps elsewhere for basic
training. At its peak during World War II, the in
duction center at Fort Thomas processed about
3,000 recruits per week, Besides its regular staff, it
housed about 190 Japanese American soldiers,
who performed menial duties.
In June 1944 the War Department suspended

tracts of land: the Veterans Administration, which

the induction center at Fort Thomas and trans

ferred inductions to Fort Benjamin Harrison in
Indianapolis. On October 1, 1944, the U.S. Army
Air Force (AAF) assumed control of the fort and

had converted its hospital to a nursing home and
which used the homes on Alexander Circle for per
sonnel, received two parcels; the Brooks-Lawler
Army Reserve Center received one tract; the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers used one area for its An
tennae Farm; and the City of Fort Thomas was
given two tracts totaling about 37 additional acres
for use as Tower Park (included were the old fort's

homes on Greene and Pearson Sts., which the City
of Fort Thomas thereafter rented to individuals

until September 1992, when the city decided to sell
the homes at auction as condominiums with cove

nants protecting the exteriors). On May 15, 1986,
an 86-acre area entitled the Fort Thomas Military
Reservation District became a National Register
Historic District (the mess hall had been placed on
the National Register in 1980). In 2007 President
George W. Bush signed legislation permitting the
Veterans Administration-owned houses on Alex

ander Circle to be sold to the City of Fort Thomas,
which, in turn, will sell the properties at auction
with similar covenants.
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the second floor. Each house was equipped with a
coal cooking range and a laundry stove. They have
stone foundations, red brick walls, porches (in

operated an AAF Convalescent Hospital in the
new (1938) barracks during 1944–1945, but the
hospital was soon closed because it was not near
enough to an airfield. After the fort was controlled
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for a short
period, the War Department declared the fort sur
plus property. In October 1946 the Veterans Ad
ministration assumed control of it and opened a
hospital in 1947. In addition, the army post contin
ued to house military equipment, a guard house
(closed in 1960), a PX, a reserve unit, and a small
number of personnel. The National Guard oper
ated an artillery unit there from 1955 until 1959. In
1961 the U.S. government granted the City of Fort
Thomas 43.87 acres of the property for use as a
public park. In 1962 the U.S. Army Reserve built its

most cases, closed in now), and stone lintels above

new Brooks-Lawler Reserve Center on 7.19 acres of

the windows, and they cost $2,100 per house to
build. Sgt. Samuel Woodfill (1883–1951) and his

the grounds, still home to the 478th Engineer
Battalion.

FORT THOMAS PUBLIC SCHOOLS. For

wife, Blossom, lived on Pearson St. after their mar

Apparently, small numbers of recruits contin
ued to be inducted at Fort Thomas until April 11,
1964. The property of the fort was declared U.S.
government surplus and by 1972 the federal gov

mal education in Fort Thomas began with the
Mount Pleasant School, a one-story log building in
the northern part of the modern-day city of

floor dormers. A headquarters building once lo
cated next to the latter two has been removed. Vet

eran's Administration personnel have occupied all
of these homes in recent times. The oval green
space encircled by the drive and the former rose
gardens also attracted many visitors to the post's
grounds.
Between 1890 and 1894, six modest homes for
noncommissioned officers were built on Pearson
St. on the north side of the tower. These modest,

999-square-foot homes contain three rooms on
the first floor and one or two rooms and a bath on

riage, which followed his return from France.
Woodfill was awarded the Congressional Medal
of Honor, by U.S. secretary of war Peyton C.

1962, 1K.
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Fort Thomas, an area known at the time as Mount
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Pleasant. This log school was built before 1840 by
pioneer resident Richard Taliaferro, on his prop
erty. If the school still stood today, it would be at
the corner of Holly Ln, and N. Fort Thomas Ave.
The Mount Vernon School was started later by a
Captain Blackford of Carter's Ln. (now Highland
Ave) along that thoroughfare, opposite Newman

new Highland Middle School, both on the same
campus along N. Fort Thomas Ave.; and farther
north along N. Fort Thomas Ave., the Johnson

sprouted new streets, including Kennedy, Rose,
Augusta, and Barbara. Each street name held a
meaning for Kreutzjans; Lorup, for instance, was

School. Since 2000 the Fort Thomas Board of Edu

named for his hometown, and Barbara Circle was

cation has occupied a central office at 28 N. Fort
Thomas Ave. In June 2007 Dr. Larry Stinson fin
ished his 13th year as school superintendent.

named for his wife. Kreutzjans made many other
important contributions to the community. He
spearheaded the incorporation of the city, served
for 20 years on the Fort Wright City Council, and
became one of the founding members of the
Northern Kentucky Home Builders Association.
In 1941 a group of residents banded together to
incorporate the City of Fort Wright as a sixth-class
city, bordered by South Hills, Lookout Heights,
Covington, and South Fort Mitchell. The first
mayor of Fort Wright was Irwin Widmeyer, and he
was followed by Fred Wolnitzek, Tom Litzler, John
McCormack, Joe Nienaber, Don Martin Sr., Cindy
Pinto, Paul Hiltz, and Gene Weaver. City meetings
were originally held in various residences, includ
ing that of George Kreutzjans, and then were
moved to the Fort Wright Civic Club, which
opened in the late 1930s.
The Fort Wright Civic Club, located on Ken
nedy Rd., has long been a driving force in the
community. In 1946 the club initiated a commu
nity festival to raise funds to start a volunteer fire
department, which was something most of Fort
Wright's neighboring communitieslacked. In 1949
a committee from the Fort Wright Civic Club was
responsible for funding, recruiting, and equipping
the city's first fire department. Nearly 40 men vol.

Ave.; the Union School was constructed in the

Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
south end of the city by the Hawthorne family,
next to St. Stephen Cemetery. Today the Memo
rial Park is at that site, at the intersection of old
Three Mile Rd. and U.S. 27. A fourth school, the

Anderson School, was opened at the southwest
corner of W. Villa Pl, and S. Fort Thomas Ave.; it
was named for the landowner who owned the

Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,

Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
History of Ft. Thomas: The Highlands, 1867–1914.
Fort Thomas, Ky. Fort Thomas Optimist Club, n.d.
|ca. 1994].

dairythere. These schools were called “freeschools”
and were run by local neighborhood residents.
In 1872 a school system, the predecessor to the
modern Fort Thomas Independent Schools Sys
tem, was formed for the District of the Highlands.

FORT WRIGHT. Perched atop a hill overlook
ing Covington to the south, the area that became
the city of Fort Wright was once a family farm
owned by Robert Samuel Kyle. Kyle had helped
build Battery Kyle, a fortification erected during
the Civil War to help defend Cincinnati from

Smaller schools were combined or closed to serve

Confederate attack (see Civil War Fortifica

the needs of students better. In 1885, as a result of a

tions). Kyles Ln, in Fort Wright is named for the
Kyle family. Nearby stood a fort named for Union
general Horatio G. Wright, an Ohio commander
who was a key organizer of the Cincinnati defense.
In addition to meritorious service during the Civil
War, General Wright went on to civilian fame as
the engineer who helped complete the Washington
Monument in Washington, D.C.
By the late 1930s, Fort Wright was largely an
area of farmland, apple orchards, and dairy cow
pastures. But then George Kreutzjans arrived from
Lorup, Germany, and recognized the area's poten
tial for residential development. Often referred to
as the “Father of Fort Wright," Kreutzjans and an
early partner, Theodore Drees (of the Drees Com
pany), built the first homes along Kyles Ln. (see
Building, Residential). Kreutzjans moved into

new state law allowing school districts to issue
bonds for new construction, the new Central

School began along N. Fort Thomas Ave. (its build
ing later served as city hall). A high school program
was initiated that year also, the first in Campbell
Co. James McGinniss served as principal and later
was named superintendent. The high school's first
four-year class, consisting of five boys, graduated
in 1891. By 1894 two other schools had been
erected: the Inverness School, near the Inverness
Golf Course, and the Grant Street School, in the

south end of town. By 1907 the Central School had
been expanded. In 1911 the Grant Street School
closed and a replacement one opened where to
day's Samuel Woodfill School stands.
Highlands High School opened in 1915. Its
first principal was Anne B. Regenstein, sister of
Elsworth Regenstein. That first building, later
known as the South Wing, burned to the ground
in January 1962. The other wing of the building,
the North Wing, was added in 1937. In 1916 the old
Mount Pleasant School merged with the Central
School. In 1923 the Robert D. Johnson Elementary
School opened along N. Fort Thomas Ave.; it has
been expanded several times since. The construc
tion of the Samuel Woodfill School along Alexan
dria Pk soon followed. In 1931 the Ruth Moyer
Elementary School was built, allowing the old
Central School to become the city building. In
1962, after the high school's fire, a new building
and a gymnasium were built on that campus. In
April 2000 the system broke ground for an almost
$15 million new middle school, next to Highlands

as their first chief. In 1950 the Fort Wright Civic
Club purchased its first piece of fire equipment, a
500-gallon-per-minute Howe pumper. A garage
was added to the building to house the pumper,
and this became the fire department's home for the
next 40 years. In 1952 the Fort Wright Life Squad

the area in 1937 after 11 of these houses had been

Service received its humble start when two mem

sold. The first homes were available for about

bers of the fire department began responding to
emergencies in their own family station wagons. In

$7,000 including the lot. Over time, the area

High School. The 95,000-square-foot Highlands
Middle School, the first separate middle school in

the system, was designed to accommodate up to
600 students in grades six, seven, and eight. Oflate,
the high school building has been undergoing ex
tensive renovation.

Today the Fort Thomas Independent School
System has 2,300 students attending five schools:
Woodfill on the south end of town; Moyer in cen
tral Fort Thomas, Highlands High School and the

unteered for service as firemen, with Vern Ashcraft

Construction on Lorup Ave., Fort Wright, 1955.
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1954 a panel van was converted for use as an am
bulance and was kept in the equipment bay at the
Civic Club.

Fort Wright began to provide fire protection to
South Hills under contract in about 1953; this on

going relationship with South Hills, coupled with
shared concerns over being annexed by Coving
ton, led Fort Wright to an amicable annexation of
South Hills in 1960. It was the first of several merg
ers, which garnered for Fort Wright the nickname
“The City of Cities." Another neighboring city,
Lookout Heights, had similar annexation concerns
with Covington. In November 1967, a proposal for
Lookout Heightstomerge with Fort Wright passed
by votes of 389 to 150 in Lookout Heights and 532
to 319 in Fort Wright. Another adjoining city, Park
Hills, was originally included in these merger
talks, but it elected to withdraw before the vote oc

curred. In 1968 the newly merged cities briefly op
erated as Fort Wright–Lookout Heights, with two
city buildings and two mayors. The next merger
occurred in 1978 with the city of Lakeview, which
ran along Madison Pk. (Ky. Rt. 17) from the
Mother of God Cemetery to roughly where Pio
neer Park is located today. Like many small cities,
Lakeview suffered from budgetary problems, and
it elected to merge with Fort Wright. In November
1977 Fort Wright voted 1,216 to 300 in favor, while
the approving vote in Lakeview was 56 to 20.
In 1983 a merger with Kenton Vale was con
sidered. Kenton Vale borders Fort Wright on the
east, near the old Lakeview area along Madison
Pk. The vote in Fort Wright this time was 1,008 to
953 against merger. Talk of other mergers has
arisen from time to time during Fort Wright City
Council meetings. A major battle was waged with
Covington during the early 1980s over undevel
oped property that Covington had annexed in
Lookout Heights during the 1960s. Once it had
been developed, Covington claimed this property
and won it in court in 1980. However, a group of
citizens living on the properties in question
formed Citizens against Forced Annexation and
vigorously fought annexation. Using a new state

Today the Kyle Farm is long gone, replaced by
the Kyles Ln. overpass on I-75 (see Expressways);
Fort Wright has become the de facto crossroads of
Kenton Co. with I-275 providing access to points
east and west and I-75 and the Dixie Highway
(U.S. 25) to places north and south. The city is a
tight-knit community with many second- and
third-generation residents. It is largely residential
in nature and is a fourth-class city, covering an
area of 3.49 square miles and with a population of
5,681 according to the 2000 census. Fort Wright
offers many amenities, including the two civic
clubs, a community center (the former South Hills
Civic Club), three churches, a school, the Bluegrass
Swim Club, the Fort Wright Nature Center, several
community parks, and the James A. Ramage
Civil War Museum at Battery Hooper Park. In
addition, the city is home to a thriving community
of nearly 500 businesses and an active business as
sociation. Fort Wright celebrated its 50th anni
versary in 1991 at the city building with a parade
and fireworks; the event, according to newspaper
reports, was attended by several thousand people.
The city was designated Northern Kentucky's Most
Livable Neighborhood by Cincinnati Magazine
in 1995.

City of Fort Wright. City of Fort Wright 50th Anni
versary Booklet. Fort Wright, Ky: City of Fort
Wright, 1991.
"Park Hills, Ft. Wright, Lookout Heights Talk More
on Merger." KE, March 21, 1967, 19.
“Pride Fills Ft. Wright's Golden Day," KP, August 26,

vember 11, 1985, 4K.

subdivision.

In 1988 Fort Wright purchased five acres at the
intersection of Highland Pk. and Kyles Ln. for a
new city building where all city operations could
be centralized. The new 15,000-square-foot build
ing was occupied on November 20, 1990, and the
city's offices were moved from the Lookout Heights
Civic Club and the Fort Wright Civic Club. Both
social clubs continue to remain active in the

community.

baum, Doll & McDonald law firm. Extensive stud

ies and public-engagement activities were led by
six task forces in the strategic areas of economic
competitiveness, education excellence, effective
governance, livable communities, regional stew
ardship, and urban renaissance to address the
needs of the community. The final report was re
leased to the public in March 2006. In April 2006
turning to the Vision 2015 Regional Stewardship
Council for leadership. The Regional Stewardship
Council includes more than 50 diverse members

from throughout the community. With the change
of leadership, the small staff of Forward Quest
changed its operating name to Vision 2015.
The 10-year plan includes specific goals to

October 4, 2006).
Dave Hatter

increase educational attainment, homeowner

FORWARD QUEST INC./VISION 2015.

Forward Quest Inc., a nonprofit corporation, was
organized in 1996 to implement Quest: A Vision
for Northern Kentucky, a regional community

owed was raised between 1981 and 1987 from an

Hammons. Northern Kentucky's 10-year strategic
plan, a community agenda produced by more
than 2,000 people from throughout the commu
nity. The visioning process was led by cochairs
James "Jim" Votruba of Northern Kentucky Uni
versity and Andrew "A. J." Schaeffer of the Green

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent
Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed

agenda for Boone, Campbell, and Kenton coun
ties. Led by cochairs Bill Butler and Rev. Bill
Cleves, the Quest vision was created by 14 task
forces and included 44 strategic initiatives (proj
ects) related to economic development, education,
human services, culture/parks, governance, and
regionalism. Working with a small staff, Forward
Quest engaged hundreds of volunteers and more
than 60 organizational partners to work collabor
atively to implement the Quest projects. The orga
nization was committed to improving the region's
quality of life and advancing its best long-term

annual event in Fort Wright known as the World's
Largest Garage Sale, a sale sometimes involving as
many as 133 homes in the city's Fort Henry

of Forward Quest and of Vision 2015 was Michael

U.S. Census Bureau. "American FactFinder. DataSet.

placed the issue on the ballot. In what amounted
to a landslide, a record number of these residents

Cincinnati Foundation. Forward Quest also spon
sored the publication of the Encyclopedia of
Northern Kentucky, a comprehensive historical
resource for the region. In addition Forward Quest
conducted advanced education and governance
studies that helped inform the community and
key stakeholders about trends and opportunities.
It supported efforts to secure state funding for the
Metropolitan Education and Training Center and
the Bank of Kentucky Arena at Northern Ken
tucky University, as well as the additional opera
tional funding for Northern Kentucky University
and the establishment of Gateway Community
and Technical College.
Beginning in late 2004, Forward Quest led
and supported the community visioning process
that produced Vision 2015. The founding director

Forward Quest dissolved its Board of Directors,

1991, 3K.

Reis, Jim. “The City They All Seem to Want," KP, No.

law, Fort Wright reannexed the disputed area and

voted to leave Covington. Fort Wright was then
required to pay $250,000 over seven years to offset
debts Covington had incurred in providing city
services to these properties. Some of the money
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interests.

The Quest vision has been responsible, through
Forward Quest, for establishing Legacy, a young
professionals' group; the Urban Learning Cen
ter, which provides college-level instruction for
low-income adults; the Duveneck House, which

offers art classes and programs for inner-city youth;
and the Northern Kentucky Fund of the Greater

ship, the number of high-paying jobs, and the
number of parks in the region, as well as to en
courage new investment in the urban core, more
effective governance, greater public engagement,
more women and minorities in key leadership
positions, and increased civic volunteerism. Vi
sion 2015 maintains the primary purposes of
Forward Quest: to enhance the region's quality
of life and advance its best long-term interests. It
focuses on Boone, Bracken, Campbell, Carroll,
Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Owen, and Pendleton

counties. In November 2006 community leaders
from Cincinnati embraced Vision 2015, making
a commitment to develop a similar community
agenda that could later be integrated with the ef
forts of Vision 2015 to form a Shared Civic

Agenda.
The staff of the former Forward Quest Inc. con

tinues to work with community organizations and
stakeholder groups to implement Vision 2015. This
organization functions in both leadership and sup
porting roles in identifying priorities; convening,
forming, and supporting coalitions of participat
ing partners; providing research and consultants;
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generating financial, governmental, and commu
nity support; assuring public engagement; estab
lishing and evaluating outcome measures; moni
toring and reporting to the community the overall
progress in the implementation of the vision; and
celebrating success.

kley brothers, and L. B. Plummer. The railroad,
built in 1888, promoted additional transportation
and shipping. In 1907 Foster received a natural
gas line. A Kentucky Historical Highway Marker
relates the story of an early American Indian raid

Kara Clark

raiders crossed the Ohio River, hid their canoes in

Eliza Tomlinson Foster. His mother was the half

Holt's Creek, and proceeded across country to

sister of Dr. Joseph S. Tomlinson, president of
Augusta College, Augusta, Ky., and Dr. John
Tomlinson, an Augustaphysician. Stephen and his
mother are said to have visited them in Augusta at
least once, in May 1833. Today a Kentucky High
way marker in Augusta suggests that Foster was
influenced by Negro spirituals he heard there. Fos
ter was schooled at home, as was typical on Ameri

at the mouth of Holt's Creek in summer 1793. The

WHITEMAN (b.

Bourbon Co. to steal horses. Simon Kenton, who

January 28, 1825, Cincinnati, Ohio; d. March 8,

Julia Drake Fosdick. His father, a Cincinnati mer

was in the area at the time, gathered a group of
men to ambush the war party upon its return to
the river. After concealing themselves for four
days, Kenton's men killed six warriors, scattering

chant and banker, died August 1, 1829, when Wil

the others, and retrieved the stolen horses.

liam was a child. His mother was a famous actress,

Today, what remains of Foster is located be
tween Ky. Rt. 8 (the Mary Ingles Highway) and
the AA Highway. The new pool level of the Ohio
River covers remnants of the old boat landing and
of the original town. Foster is no longer incorpo
rated, and the AA Highway has removed most of

FOSDICK, WILLIAM

1862, Cincinnati, Ohio). William W. Fosdick, a

lawyer and a poet, was the son of Thomas R. and

and an aunt, Mrs. Alexander Drake, was an
other famous and talented actress. The Drakes

were the pioneer theatrical family of the Ohio
River Valley. William was raised in Covington and
graduated in 1845 from Transylvania College,
where he studied law. He practiced in Covington,
Cincinnati, and New York City. The front page of
the October 26, 1850, Covington Journal included

was said of him that if he had not been consumed

by playing chess, he might have accomplished
more in literature. Fosdick was buried at Spring
Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati.
Advertisement, CJ, October 26, 1850, 1.

Coyle, William, ed. Ohio Authors and Their Books:
1796–1950. Cleveland, Ohio: World, 1962.

Ford, Henry A., and Kate B. Ford. History of Cincin
nati, Ohio. Cleveland, Ohio; Williams, 1881.

Hill, West T., Jr. The Theatre in Early Kentucky:
1790–1820. Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky Press,
1971.

“Mrs. A. Drake,” CJ, May 16, 1874, 2.

FOSTER. Foster, an Ohio River community, is
located in the northeastern tip of Bracken Co., at
the mouth of Holt's Creek. Originally known as
Foster's Landing, it was named for landowner Is
rael Foster. On August 19, 1847, Richard Lindsey
established the first post office there. On January
30, 1850, Foster was incorporated as a sixth-class
city, and the name of the post office was changed to
Foster the same year. Early settlers used the river
landing to send tobacco, grain, and other goods to
markets in Cincinnati and New Orleans. Foster

was an important shipping point, and the landing
was used in 1853 to receive materials to construct a

suspension bridge at Falmouth. In the late 1870s,
Israel Foster donated land to build a Northern and
a Southern Methodist Church. The Northern

Church was soon disbanded, and its members

ating the first of his many songs.
At age 20 Foster became a bookkeeper in his
older brother Dunning's merchant firm in Cincin
nati and continued to pen music. He saw river life
firsthand and noted the mingling currents in
American culture. His genius blossomed. In Cin
cinnati he began to write songs in earnest while
establishing friendships with musicians, minstrels,
and publishers. He gave manuscript copies of "Oh!
Susanna," "Old Uncle Ned,” and other songs to sev
eral acquaintances in Cincinnati. Queen City min
strels sang his compositions, increasing the popu
larity of these songs. “Oh! Susanna" (1847) became
the marching song of thousands of Americans
joining the California gold rush. In 1849 Foster de
cided to devote himself full-time to music compo
sition and sent one of his best songs, “Nelly Was a
Lady," to a New York City publisher. He negotiated

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1984.
John E. Leming Jr.
FOSTER, RANDOLPH SINKS (b. February
22, 1820, Williamsburg, Ohio; d. May 1, 1903,
Newton, Mass.). Randolph Foster, a bishop and an
author, was the son of a jailer in Clermont Co.,
Ohio. The family moved to Kentucky, and he at
tended Augusta College. In 1837 he was admitted
to the Ohio Conference of the Methodist Episco
pal Church. Over the years, he traveled widely in
his preaching and teaching. In 1852 Foster re
ceived his BA from Ohio Wesleyan College, and
in 1858 the same school awarded him a DD (doc

torate in divinity). He served as president of
Northwestern University in Chicago (1857–1860)
and of Drew Theological Seminary in Princeton,
N.J. (1870–1872). In 1872 he was elected a bishop
in the Methodist Episcopal Church. He authored
more than a dozen books, the most famous being
the religious work Objections to Calvinism as It
Is (1849), which was written while he was the pas
tor of a famous Methodist church in Cincinnati,

Wesley Chapel. In 1876 he moved to Boston, where
he spent the rest of his life. He was an often
requested speaker and traveled widely throughout
the country. He died in Massachusetts in 1903
and was buried at the Greenwood Cemetery in
Brooklyn, N.Y.
“Bishop Foster," Newton (Mass.) Graphic Supple
ment, May 8, 1903.
Coyle, William, ed. Ohio Authors and Their Books:
1796–1950. Cleveland, Ohio: World, 1962.

Mohs, Mayo. "Your Town: Augusta, Ky., Battleground
of Giants,” KTS, June 27, 1956, 21–23.

joined the Southern congregation.
The 1884 atlas of Bracken Co. depicts Foster as
a fairly large town, in which the following men
conducted business: W.W. Erion, George Holmes,
Harry Ketchum, J. J. Ketchum, A. Lively, the Mar

and received some formal musical training from
Henry Klaber, a German immigrant composer
who was influential in Pittsburgh's musical circles.
By age 18 Foster was writing words and music, cre

Mary Ingles Highway.
Bracken County. Bicentennial ed. Brooksville, Ky:

turned to Cincinnati and edited the literary jour
nal Sketch Club. He was also a poet and a constant
punster, and for a few years he was regarded as the
poet laureate of Cincinnati. His novel Malmiztic
was met with both high praise and loud ridicule. It

ca's frontier. He evidenced much interest in music

the traffic that used to pass through town along the

an advertisement of his law office on Third St. in

Cincinnati. After his time in New York, he re

FOSTER, STEPHEN COLLINS (b. July 4,
1826, Lawrenceville, Pa.; d. January 13, 1864, New
York City). Songwriter Stephen Foster was born at
White Cottage, his family's homestead along the
Allegheny River northeast of Pittsburgh. He was
the 10th of 11 children of William Barclay and

Rankins, Walter H. Augusta College. Frankfort, Ky:
Roberts, 1955.

“Recent Death,” Boston Evening Transcript, May 2,
1903, 2.

“Translation," Zion's Herald, May 6, 1903, 550–56.

a favorable contract with this firm, Firth, Pond &

Company, and maintained a satisfactory business
relationship with it for several years.
Foster returned to Pittsburgh, where the years
between 1850 and 1855 were his most successful.

He entered into an agreement with Edwin P.
Christy, leader of the famous Christy Minstrels,
whereby Christy agreed to pay Foster a small fee
for the privilege of singing Foster songs before they
were published; Foster would then be able to affix
"As Sung by the Christy Minstrels" on his music's
title pages. Foster's business skills were poor, as he
sold the rights to “Old Folks at Home" in 1851 to
Christy for a paltry $15, when this song was pub
lished, it bore the surprising statement, “Com
posed by E. P. Christy." More than 160 composi
tions poured from Foster's pen during these years.
Many were of only passing interest, but several en
during favorites were created: “Camptown Races"
and “Nelly Bly" (1850), “Old Folks at Home" and
"Ring, Ring the Banjo" (1851); "Massa's in de Cold
Ground” (1852); "My Old Kentucky Home,” “Good
Night," and “Old Dog Tray" (1853), “Jeanie with the
Light Brown Hair" (1854); and “Come Where My
Love Lies Dreaming" (1855).
On July 22, 1850, Foster married Jane Denny
McDowell, daughter of a Pittsburgh physician.
Their daughter and only child, Marion, was born

FOUSE, ELIZABETH B. COOK “LIZZIE”

in Pittsburgh on April 18, 1851. The marriage was
not always serene. Even though Stephen was basi
cally kind and sympathetic, he also possessed a
genius temperament: moody, and careless about
money and practicality. About the time Marion
was born, he was working on “Swanee River (Old
Folks at Home)." Although he had never seen Flor
ida's Suwannee River, he immortalized it around

the world with this song. Stephen Foster has thus
become the only American composer who has
contributed what became two official state songs:
“Swanee River" for Florida, and “My Old Kentucky
Home" for Kentucky.
By 1856 Foster's compositions had decreased
in number and quality, and by 1857 his financial
situation was bleak; he developed the habit of
selling his compositions to publishers for out
right cash, thereby undervaluing most of them.
After composing "Old Black Joe” (1860), he moved
to New York City in a effort to regain his financial
footing. Except for “Beautiful Dreamer" (1863),
Foster's compositions written while he was in New
York City were of poor quality. He soon found he
could not support Jane and Marion, and they both
returned to Pittsburgh. In New York City, cut off
from sympathetic friends and family, Foster be
camelonely and despondent. On January 10, 1864,
he fell in his room and was taken to Bellevue Hos

pital, where he died on January 13, at age 37. He
was buried at Allegheny Cemetery in Pittsburgh,
not far from his birthplace.
Algier, Keith. Ante-Bellum Augusta: The Life and
Times of a Kentucky River Town. Maysville, Ky:
Standard Quick Print, 2002.

Emerson, Ken. Doo-Dahl Stephen Foster and the
Rise of American Popular Culture. New York:
Simon and Schuster, 1997.

Rankins, Walter H. Augusta College, Augusta, Ken
tucky: First Established Methodist College, 1822–
1849. Frankfort, Ky. Roberts, 1957.

Karl Lietzenmayer
FOSTER’S CHAPEL UNITED METHOD

IST CHURCH. Established in the late 1840s by
Rev. Jedediah Foster, this Robertson Co. Method

(USDA), corn clubs began in the South. Several
years later, pig clubs were added to the program. At
that same time, canning clubs were organized, us
ing materials furnished by the USDA. In 1911 the
4-H Club's four-leaf-clover emblem was designed,
and in 1924 the organization acquired its 4-H
name and patented the 4-H emblem.
The 4-H programs, with volunteer leadership,
taught children in farming communities the re
sponsibilities of raising animals and crops, using
new and improved techniques. Young women were
taught sewing and cooking. During World War
II, Northern Kentuckians plowed victory gardens
and bought victory bonds. In early 1943, J. A. Cay
wood, the Kenton Co. school superintendent, sup
plemented regular high school classes with victory
corps, in order to teach students basic military
skills. The Boone Co. 4-H Club organized a victory
program to promote basic farming skills. Through
out Kentucky, 200,000 students enrolled in the
4-H victory program.

Now sponsored by the Cooperative Extension
Service of the University of Kentucky at Lexing
ton, under the auspices of the USDA, 4-H clubs in
the state are mostly urban. Local chapters, which
elect their own leadership, have monthly meet
ings, where they learn about citizenship and life
skills. There are wide selections of projects that fit
the rural as well as the urban 4-H member, and

the clubs are reaching out to new audiences with
after-school programs. No longer just about live
stock and crops, today's 4-H clubs involve mem
bers in equine activities, photography, computer
technology, and career development. Members
also participate in lifestyle programs, nutrition,
and cooking; design and sew clothes; gain knowl
edge about the environment; engage in commu
nity service; attend state and national conferences;
and can even be part of international exchange

Later abell tower and vestibule were added, but the

nerships/ydpartnershipſ (accessed on July 9, 2006).
Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons

to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky. Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.

Nancy J. Tretter
FOUSE, ELIZABETH B. COOK “LIZZIE”

(b. May 14, 1875, Lancaster, Ky.; d. October 22,
1952, Lexington, Ky). Lizzie Beatrice Burnside
Cook, an African American educator, clubwoman,

and social activist, was the daughter of William
and Mary Burnside Cook. In 1884 she entered the
Model Division at the State University in Louis
ville (formerly named Simmons Bible College)
and advanced the following year to the universi
ty's Normal Department. She apparently trans
ferred to Eckstein-Norton Institute in Cane

Springs, Ky. when that college opened in 1890, and
graduated two years later. At age 17, Lizzie began
teaching at the Constitution School in Lexington.
She married William Henry Fouse in August
1898, and the couple began a 46-year partnership
devoted to uplifting African Americans. In 1908
William Fouse was appointed principal of Wil
liam Grant High School, and when the couple
moved to Covington, Lizzie joined the Ladies
Union and Ladies Improvement clubs. Thus she
started her lifelong association with the Northern
Kentucky community and the African American
clubwomen's movement. In

1913 the Fouses

moved to Lexington, where William was called to
head the Russell and later the Paul Lawrence Dun

bar schools. Though for the rest of her life she lived
in Lexington, where she was equally well respected
for her social activism, Lizzie Fouse did not aban
don the social causes in which she was involved in

Northern Kentucky; she returned often to support
them.

4-H clubs share with the community their proj

cal, state, national, and international levels. The
National Association of Colored Women, the As
sociation of Southern Women for the Prevention

nanimal activities such as photography, art con
tests, vegetable and fruit exhibits, needlework,
and foods.

Kentucky, one of the first states to offer 4-H
programs, has some famous 4-H alumni, includ
ing governors (Martha Layne Collins [1983–1987),
Wendell Ford [1971–1974], and Paul Patton (1995–

latter was removed by 1962. The area around the
church is also generally known as Foster's Chapel.

County Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia, 1998.

Kentucky 4-H. www.ca.uky.edu/ageollege/4h/part

Each Northern Kentucky county has a 4-H
Club program. It is often associated with the
county's fair, where there is a strong connection to
the organization's agricultural roots. Members of

hence its name. It is located 2.5 miles northwest of

Mount Olivet along Foster Chapel Ln. After the
Civil War, a new meetinghouse was built nearby.

Cabot, Susan M., and Michael D. Rouse. Boone

programs.

ects: livestock clinics and contests, as well as no

ist Episcopal North congregation split off from the
Mount Zion Church. Originally the membership
met in the chapel of the Foster's Chapel Cemetery,
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2003), a senator (Mitch McConnell), a Kentucky
commissioner of agriculture (Billy Ray Smith),

The Fouses lived by the motto "lifting as we
climb." Lizzie Fouse was part of the network of Af.
rican American women who organized on the lo

of Lynching, the Kentucky Commission on Inter
racial Cooperation, the Kentucky Negro Educa
tional Association, the National Women's Chris

tian Temperance Union, and the NAACP were
some of the groups that benefited from her leader
ship. She was a delegate in 1933 to the International
Congress of Women held in Chicago and in 1947
to the world convention of the Women's Temper
ance Union in England. The L. B. Fouse Civic Cen
ter in Covington, which became the site of many
civil rights meetings during the 1960s, was estab

Moore, T. Ross, ed. Echoes from the Century, 1867–
1967 Mount Olivet, Ky. Robertson Co. Historical
Society, 2000.

singers/songwriters (Ricky Skaggs and Kevin

4-H CLUBS. 4-H Clubs have been well repre
sented in the rural areas of Northern Kentucky. It
was in the late 1890s and early 1900s that 4-H clubs
were established to meet the needs of rural young
people in the United States. These clubs united
youth through “learning by doing." In 1907, under
sponsorship of the U.S. Department of Agriculture

5–19, whether on the farm, in the cities, or in sub

William H. Fouse died June 1, 1944, and Lizzie

divisions, are involved in 4-H programs. A person

Fouse died October 22, 1952, each while residing
at their home, at 219 N. Upper St. in Lexington.
Lizzie was buried at the Greenwood Cemetery
(Cove Hill Cemetery today) in Lexington. Net
works created across the country by many African

Richardson), and a Triple Crown-winning jockey
(Steve Cauthen).

Today, 9 million youngsters nationally of ages

who is not a 4-H member but wears the 4-H em

blem is subject to a $5,000 fine and a six-month jail
sentence, under federal law (U.S. Code 707, section

18). This is the same law that protects the seal of the
president of the United States.

lished in her honor in 1953.

American women such as Lizzie Fouse laid the
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foundation for the success of the civil rights move

del Norte, 1821–22, Ed. Elliot Coues. New York:

ment of the 1960s.

Francis P. Harper, 1898; reprint, Minneapolis. Ross
and Haines, 1965.

Fouse Family Papers, folders 1–2, Special Collections,

M. L. King Library, Univ. of Kentucky, Lexington.
“Heart Attack Proves Fatal to Mrs. Fouse," Lexington
Leader, October 22, 1952, 1.

Jones, Mary Keturah. History of Campbell County.
Newport, Ky., 1876. Reprint, Fort Thomas, Ky. Re
becca Bryan Boone Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution, 1974.

Hollingsworth, Randolph. Lexington: Queen of the
Bluegrass. Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia, 2004.
Kentucky Death Certificate No. 13381, for the year

Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky., Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

1944.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 23024, for the year
1952.

Pettit, Jennifer L. “Consuming, Organizing, and Up
lifting Elizabeth Fouse and the Production of Class

Taylor, James, Jr. "The James Taylor Narrative,” 1840,
Kenton Co. Public Library; Campbell Co. Histori
cal and Genealogical Society, Alexandria, Ky.
Wessling, Jack. Early History of Campbell County,
Ky. Alexandria, Ky. Self-published, 1997.

Identity,” master's thesis, Univ. of Kentucky, 1998.
Smith, Gerald L. Lexington Kentucky. Charleston,
S.C.: Arcadia, 2002.

Jim Embry

FRANCISVILLE. The history of Francisville, a
town in Boone Co., is intimately related to its Bap
tist church. In 1819 in Boone Co., 77 members of

FOWLER, JACOB (b. 1764, either New Jersey or
New York; d. October 16, 1849, Covington, Ky).
One of the earliest settlers of Northern Kentucky,
Jacob Fowler built a log cabin in the area of New
portin about 1789. In 1782, at age 18, Fowler fought
with Gen. George Rogers Clark in Clark's suc
cessful campaign against the Shawnee Indians.
Fowler also participated in the battles known as
Harmar's Defeat in 1789 and St. Clair's Defeat in

the Bullittsburg Baptist Church, who lived
north of that church, decided to build a place of
worship closer to their homes. The group was made
up of 54 whites and their 23 slaves. A three-acre site
was purchased to build a church; members met in
private homes while the building was under con
struction. The new congregation was named the
Sand Run Baptist Church, evidently after the
sandy dirt road running through the area. Both
the church and the town of Francisville date their

1791, where he almost died. Later, he fought in
Gen. Anthony Wayne's victorious Fallen Timbers
Campaign of 1794. Fowler returned to Newport,
and in 1796 James Taylor Jr. appointed him
Campbell Co. deputy sheriff. In 1793 Fowler was
given an in-lot in Newport in payment for clearing
land. In 1795 he opened Newport's first tavern in
his home, and it soon became a well-known gath
ering place and the site of some early city meetings.
He bought from Taylor out-lot no. 1, which con
sisted of two acres south of Fifth St. between Isa

Co., to be called the Franklin Academy. The re
quest was approved, and the school opened in 1796
on Washington's Duke of York St. Twenty-five
prominent locals were chosen as trustees and as
signed the task of running the school. One trustee
was a local physician, Dr. Basil Duke, who mar
ried U.S. chief justice John Marshall's daughter,
Charlotte. Another was Dr. Duke's mercantile

business partner, Judge John Coburn, whose wife
was Mary Ann Moss, sister of Keturah Moss
Leitch Taylor. Another trustee was Revolution
ary War veteran Capt. Philip Buckner, who do
nated the land on which the town of Augusta was
founded. Monsieur Mentelle, a French immigrant
for whom Mentelle Park in Lexington is named,
was an early teacher at the academy. A physician,
Dr. William Goforth, was both a trustee and a

teacher at Franklin Academy. On the very night
he arrived in Washington, Dr. Goforth met the
daughter of William Wood, one of the founders of
Washington, and fell madly in love with her. The
couple later married and moved to Cincinnati.
During their stay there, 15-year old Daniel Drake
left his Mayslick home to study medicine in Cin
cinnati. The Goforths invited Drake to reside with

them during his schooling, and he readily agreed
to do so. With the mentorship of Dr. Goforth,
Daniel Drake became one of the greatest medical

formation to 1819. The church's building cost
$2,100, which was paid partly with money and
partly with tobacco, the church group's primary

Franklin Academy hired highly qualified
teachers, and the school soon gained a reputation

source of income. The small one-room brick

as one of the best educational academies west of

church building had a balcony, where the slaves sat
during services. Rings were attached to trees in the
churchyard so that members could tie their horses.
The first pastor of Sand Run was Rev. Chichester
Matthews, who remained the pastor until his death
in 1828. A cemetery was started behind the church,

the Alleghenies. However, Franklin, like most early

authorities in the area.

schools, was quite primitive, often using hand
made textbooks. Penmanship was accomplished
with goose quills and homemade ink. The curricu
lum was centered on the three R's, plus basic infor
mation about the United States and its leaders.

where Matthews and others were buried. Well

bella and Brighton. Fowler was also one of the
founders of the Newport Academy, a Newport
City Council member, and operator of a ferry (see
ferries) across the Licking River. When two of
Taylor's slaves, Moses and Humphrey, ran away, it
was Fowler who helped find them. Fowler also as
sisted Taylor in surveying the turnpike to Alexan
dria (U.S. 27), which continues south toward Lex

ington. In the “James Taylor Narrative.” Taylor
talks of hunting buffalo with Jacob Fowler at Big
Bone Lick.

In 1821–1822, Fowler was a guide ofthe Fowler
Glenn Expedition that blazed the Old Taos Trail to
New Mexico. His journal of the expedition was
subsequently published by the American scientist
Elliot Coues as The Journal of Jacob Fowler.
Fowler moved to Covington sometime after 1826,
and his place of burial is not known. He married a
widow, Esther de Vie Sanders, who was of French

descent. Their granddaughter, Henrietta Cleve
land, became one of the founders of St. Elizabeth

Hospital (see St. Elizabeth Medical Center).

known Boone Co. clerk Cave Johnson (see Cave
Johnson House) and his three wives are buried

there. Lighting for the church came from several
banks of L-shaped candleholders; a different
church member was assigned to light these each
week. Drinking water was supplied from a local
spring, until members of the congregation dug a
well in the churchyard. Soon a general store, a ho
tel, a post office, a school, and a tobacco warehouse
sprang up around the church. The town of Francis
ville flourished for a number of years and then de

several miles to school. The atmosphere at these

early schools was very strict, and corporal punish
ment was an integral part of a student's training.
Exactly how long Franklin Academy existed is not
known.

Best, Edna Hunter. The Historic Past of Washing
ton, Mason County, Kentucky. Cynthiana, Ky:
Hobson Book Press, 1944.

Clark, Thomas D. A History of Kentucky. New York:
Prentice-Hall, 1937.

clined as travel became easier in the area, and the

community's businesses moved to other towns.
Eventually the public buildings were torn down,
leaving just the church building and a number of
farms. Today the town has no mayor, no police or
fire department, and no businesses.
Reis, Jim. “Tiny Unincorporated Communities
Abound in Boone,” KP, December 9, 1985, 4K.

“Sand Run Baptist Church,” 175th Anniversary His
torical Edition, Sand Run Baptist Church, Francis

ville, Ky.
“Died,” CJ, October 19, 1849, 2.

Fowler, Jacob. The Journal of Jacob Fowler: Narrat
ing an Adventure from Arkansas through the
Indian Territory, Oklahoma, Kansas, Colorado,
and New Mexico, to the Sources of Rio Grande

Many students arose at daybreak and assisted
with chores at their family farms before walking

FRANKLIN ACADEMY. In 1795 the citizens of

Washington, Ky., petitioned the Kentucky legisla
ture to grant a charter for a new school in Mason

FRANZ, FREDERICKWILLIAM (b. Septem
ber 12, 1892, Covington, Ky; d. December 22,
1992, Brooklyn, N.Y.). Frederick Franz, who be
came president of the Jehovah's Witnesses, was
the son of Edward F. and Ida L. Franz of Coving
ton. He lived at 102 E. 13th St., and his father

worked next door at Kreiger's Bakery. He was bap
tized Lutheran, according to his father's religion,
but attended the parochial school of St. Joseph
Catholic Church, Covington. He always re
membered the quality of the Marianist Brothers'
instruction there. Later, adding to the religious di
versity of his youth, he became a member of the
Presbyterian Church. His family moved to Cincin
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nati, where he was the valedictorian of his high
school class at Woodward High School (then in
downtown Cincinnati). He studied Latin and

Greek at the University of Cincinnati as prepara
tion for becoming a Presbyterian minister. In 1913
he left the university after his junior year (purport
edly giving up a Rhodes Scholarship), to be or
dained a minister in Chicago as part of the Inter
national Bible Students movement, the group that
became the Jehovah's Witnesses. As a minister, he

sold religious books for the Watch Tower Bible and
Tract Society, the official name of the Jehovah's
Witnesses. In 1920 he moved to Brooklyn, N.Y., to
work for that organization; in 1945 he became a
vice president, and in 1977, after the death of Na
than H. Knorr, he was elected the fourth president
of the worldwide Jehovah's Witnesses. He believed

in the power of the radio and made use of it often.
He was broadcasting as early as 1930, locally on
station WBBR. In 1958 he spoke to a combined
group of more than 250,000 members gathered at
both Yankee Stadium and the Polo Grounds in

thereby extending the act. The new bureau was
supposed to be funded from confiscated lands and
by fees levied on former Confederates.
The bureau's charter stipulated that it was to
supervise and manage all abandoned lands and
control all matters relating to freedmen and refu
gees. The Radical Republicans wantedlands owned
by Confederate officers and officials to be distrib
uted among former slaves and wrote into the origi
nal act a land distribution of 40 acres to freed slaves
that became as famous as it was controversial.

Chiefly associated with land reform, education,
and social services such as orphanages, homes for
the aged, medical dispensaries, and federal banks
for freedmen, the new bureau was staffed by army
chaplains and regular soldiers.
The Kentucky General Assembly's failure to
approve the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Consti

Clinton B. Fisk, then head of the Freedmen's Bu
reau in Tennessee. In March 1866 Fisk sent a scath

tion Park, Watchtower Farms, Wallkill, N.Y. Much

Noble chose not to get into divisive jurisdic
tional battles in Kentucky. He worked closely
with the American Missionary Association

fice at 99." NYT, December 24, 1992, B6.
KP, December 25, 1992, 1}<.

Life Everlasting in the Freedom of the Sons of God.
Brooklyn, N.Y.: Watchtower Bible and Tract Soci
ety, 1966.

Michael R. Sweeney
FREEDMEN'S BUREAU. Northern Kentucky
benefited from schools and medical services estab

lished in the state by the Freedmen's Bureau. In fall
1865, voluntary freedmen's associations in Boston,
Cincinnati, Philadelphia, and New York City sent
petitions to the 83rd U.S. Congress, claiming that
the services and protection needed by hundreds

(AMA) and the Western Freedmen Aid Commis

sion (WFAC) and gave them credit for opening
schools and bringing teachers in from outside the
state. Both of those organizations joined in his
efforts to open the Ely Normal School at Louis
lived in Kentucky. The AMA and the WFAC sup
ported schools at Berea, Camp Nelson, and Cov
ington, as well as at Lexington and Louisville. The
Baptist Missionary Association, the Methodist
Missionary Association, and the Right Reverend
B. B. Smith, an Episcopal Bishop, were encour
aged to open and staff schools. The Freedmen's
Bureau itself funded the establishment of nearly

number of clerks from 19 to 4, and those 4 were

assigned strictly to paying bounties owed to freed
men. By April 1869 the Freedmen's Bureau in
Kentucky was down to a superintendent of educa
tion, one clerk, and three other clerks paying
bounties. Runkle's last report to Washington, D.C.,
claimed that although “murders and outrages
continued" to take place against freedmen in Ken
tucky, his staff was too small to investigate them
and report.
Bentley, George R. The History of the Freedmen's
Bureau. New York: Octagon Books, 1970.

Du Bois, W. E. Burghardt, “The Freedmen's Bureau,"
Atlantic Monthly 87 (1901): 354–65.
Fisk, Gen. Clinton B., to Maj. Gen. Oliver O. Howard.
House Executive Document No. 70, 39th Cong,
1st sess., 1865-1866, p. 230.

Harris, Theodore H. H. “Creating Windows of Op
portunity: Isaac E. Black and the African Ameri

can Experience in Kentucky, 1848–1914,” RKHS

finances contributed by their local Freedmen's

98, no.2(Spring2000): 155–77
Webb, Ross A. “Benjamin P. Runkle and the Freed

Bureaus.

men's Bureau in Kentucky, 1866–1870.” In The
From July 1866 to January 13, 1869, Noble con
tinued to send detailed narrative and statistical re

ports to Rev. J. W. Alvord, his superior in Washing
ton, D.C. Contained in those reports were a litany
of more than 100 incidents and outrages in which

a year later overrode Johnson's presidential veto,

In September 1868 prominent Republican
lawyer and politician Benjamin P. Runkle, who
had replaced Noble as the Freedmen's Bureau
administrator in Kentucky, was ordered to shut
down operations in the state. Between October
1868 and January 1869, Runkle closed the regional
offices that had been so successful in developing
the Freedmen's Bureau's schools and reassigned
five of the eight career officers reporting to him.
He eliminated the civilian agent and reduced the

100 schools across the state. Most were built with

overtaxing their limited financial resources. They

Abandoned Lands under the War Powers Act and

was in Lexington.

ville to train African American teachers who

of thousands of former slaves in the South were

insisted that the federal government take immedi
ate action. Over strong objections by President
Andrew Johnson (1865–1869), the U.S. Congress
enacted the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and

Freedmen's Bank was also established in the state

country. In the April 1869 report, there were 950
depositors with $100,000 in savings in Kentucky.
However, the Freedmen's Bank never opened a
branch in Northern Kentucky; its closest branch

St. (see Freedmen's Bureau Schools).

Kreimer, Peggy. “Church Leader's Roots in N. KY”

Originally stressing education, the Freedmen's
Bureau in Kentucky soon became enmeshed in a
number of critical social services such as opening
orphanages to serve abandoned children, estab
lishing homes for the aged, and setting up needed
medical service facilities. In Covington the Freed
men's Bureau established a medical dispensary to
supply medicines and medical advice to “invalid
and indigent refugees and freedmen" who lived in
Covington and Newport. The dispensary was un
der the supervision of Dr. J.J. Temple, and its head
quarters was located on Madison Ave in Coving
ton. That facility was clearly needed, as more
freedmen refugees continued to arrive in North
ern Kentucky from other parts of the state. A

well as its outright hostility toward the education
of former slaves, caught the attention of Maj. Gen.

services were held. He was buried in Resurrec

“Frederick W. Franz, a Religious Leader, Dies in Of.

Bureau.

and was one of the more successful ones in the

ing report about the situation in Kentucky to
Washington, D.C.
Shortly thereafter, Rev. T. K. Noble was ap
pointed chaplain and chief superintendent for the
bureau's schools in Kentucky. Noble assumed the
task of educating former slaves; there were 37,000
illiterate children and nearly 250,000 illiterate
adults but only 18 schools with seats for 235 chil
dren available in all of Kentucky: two of those
schools were in Northern Kentucky, one in Cov
ington at the Bremen St. Baptist Church and the
other in Newport on Southgate St., near Saratoga

worldwide religious organization can be attrib
uted to the formative leadership of this native
Covingtonian.

ther fueling local hostility to the Freedmen's

tution and to eliminate the state's slave code, as

New York City for an international conference of
Jehovah's Witnesses. Considered the primary
theologian of his church, Franz is generally cred
ited with being a major contributor to The New
World Translation of the Bible (1961) as well as a
1966 work entitled Life Everlasting in the Free
dom of the Sons of God. The latter asserted that
the seventh period of 1,000 years of human history
would begin in autumn 1975.
Franz died from cardiopulmonary arrest at
the age of 99. He spent his last days blind and
deaf living at the infirmary in the church's world
headquarters in Brooklyn, where his funeral

of the recent success of this 5-million-member
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Freedmen's Bureau and Black Freedom, ed.
Donald G. Nieman. New York: Garland, 1994.
— "The Past Is Never Dead, It's Not Even Past." In
Nieman, Freedmen's Bureau and Black Freedom.
Diane Perrine Coon

Freedmen's Bureau schools and churches were

burned, teachers harassed, and freedmen assaulted

FREEDMEN'S BUREAU SCHOOLS. Before

or murdered. Federal troops had to be deployed to
protect the schools in many areas of Kentucky, fur

the Civil War, free people of color residing in
Kentucky could with great difficulty obtain basic
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reading and writing skills through subscription
schools sponsored by their churches or by attend
ing schools in states north of the Ohio River. In
some urban areas of Kentucky, church pastors
taught in the subscription schools; in rural areas,
however, such educational opportunities rarely
existed.

Slaves had even more difficulty learning how to
read and write. Very few slave owners in Kentucky
permitted their slaves to learn to read the Bible;
this practice was frowned upon both by social cus
tom and by various local ordinances. In Bracken
Co. during the mid-1830s, a slave owner named
Jack Tabb taught his slaves to read and "figger" be

ble (working under Maj. Gen. Jeff C. Davis, the

men's Bureau thereafter focused its limited re

Freedmen's Bureau's assistant commissioner for

sources on sharing some expenses of freedmen's
churches in order to open their buildings for day
and night subscription schools, paying for teacher
transportation, and funding school buildings
where necessary.
One critical shortage, the lack of qualified
teachers, was solved initially by using abolitionist
agencies to recruit young black and white teachers
from the North, many from Oberlin College in
Ohio and from New England and New York. Ken
tuckians disliked the idea of former slaves learning
to read and write and despised these abolitionist
teachers from the North. Noble's monthly reports
detailexamples of the teachers being harassed and
terrorized by local citizens. Noble placed a high
priority on establishing African American teacher
training and certification at two locations, and

Kentucky) began the arduous task of supervising
the education of 250,000 former slaves; Noble's

priority throughout his tenure as superintendent
was to educate the 37,000 freed school-aged chil
dren in Kentucky. In December 1865 Kentucky
had only 18 schools educating African Americans:
9 subscription schools and 9 schools funded
through the AMA and the WFAC.
The federal government funded the Freedmen's
Bureau's staff salaries, some limited construction

funds for schools, part of the teachers' transporta
tion costs, and a small portion of the teachers' sala

cause it suited Tabb's interests to do so. Tabb's ac

ries at the Freedmen's Bureau schools. The bulk of

tions were quite unusual. Most slave owners feared
that slaves, if taught to write, would forge "permis
sion to move” slips and escape to the North. Such
fears were particularly acute for persons holding
slaves in the river counties of Northern Kentucky.
Eventually, one of Tabb's slaves, Arnold Gragston,
did just that, leaving Kentucky with his entire fam
ily for Canada.
At the end of the Civil War, there were nearly 4

funding for these schools in Kentucky was sup
posed to come from taxes paid by freedmen. Since
few African Americans owned property in 1866,

million illiterate freedmen in the nation, and al

most 250,000 of them lived in Kentucky. In the
massive confusion following the war's end, federal
and state governments focused on reestablishing
political and economic stability rather than on
educating the free blacks and former slaves who
lacked a basic education. Rebuilding the railroads
and transportation systems were among the war
scarred nation's first priorities. The Radical Repub
licans in the U.S. Congress sought legislation that
would redistribute land from Confederate officials

and military leaders to former slaves and provide
welfare assistance and jobs for freedmen. Over
strong objections and a veto by President Andrew
Johnson (1865–1869), Congressenacted legislation
in mid-1865 establishing the Bureau of Refugees,
Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands (see Freed
men's Bureau). Part of its mission was to create a

system of education for former slaves.
Initially, Kentucky was not covered under this
legislation. However, the Kentucky General As
sembly's failure to ratify the 13th Amendment, to
eliminate the slave codes, and to provide for the
education of former slaves caught the attention of
Maj. Gen. Clinton B. Fisk, the Freedmen's Bureau
administrator in Tennessee. Fisk’s January 1866
report to Washington, D.C., detailing Kentucky's
intransigence, led to the establishment of a Freed
men's Bureau in Kentucky, an action seen by Ken
tucky lawmakers as treating their state as con
quered territory.
Northern abolitionists, working chiefly
through the American Missionary Association
(AMA) and the Western Freedmen Aid Commis

sion (WFAC), poured money as well as preachers
and teachers into the South from 1865 to 1867. In

Kentucky, these benevolent societies established
schools at Covington and then eventually across
the rest of the state.

Appointed as chaplain and chief superinten
dent of Freedmen's Bureau Schools, Rev. T. K. No

the taxes collected were minuscule. For several

with the aid of the AMA and the WFAC, the new

years, the Kentucky General Assembly insisted
that freedmen paupers should receive the bulk of
taxes paid by freedmen, leaving very little money
for the schools operated by the Freedmen's Bureau.

Ely Normal School in Louisville was launched
with 40 teacher-certification candidates by De

As a result, the Freedmen's Bureau schools were fi

half of them white.

nanced only partly by a shoestringbudget from the
federal government. Religious and abolitionist

The second critical shortage was the lack of
buildings that could be used as schools for the

sources financed some Freedmen's Bureau schools,

freedmen's children. Most of the earliest schools
were housed in African American churches or in

many of the teacher salaries, and even some teacher
training. Tuition fees from freedmen themselves
defrayed costs of buildings and paid some of the
teachers' salaries. Freedmen, especially in the rural

cember 1868; the same resources funded Berea

College in Berea, which had space for 150 students,

the Baptist, Episcopal, and Methodist missionary

buildings described as shacks. Noble lobbied hard
to use the meager Freedmen's Bureau funds to
build new school buildings. Among the earliest
schoolhouses built in Northern Kentucky were a
30-by-60-foot wooden structure at Washington in
Mason Co., completed in April 1867; and an 18-by
30-foot schoolhouse costing $200 at Warsaw in
Gallatin Co., completed in mid-1868.
In the schoolhouse-construction program, ei

associations, the educational effort at the Freed

ther the Freedmen's Bureau or the local freedmen

man's Bureau schools would have failed quickly.
Noble established three regional districts in

trustees acquired titles to the land. Under contract

areas, had little access to cash, and therefore most
contributions were in kind: freedmen donated

their labor in constructing the schools and used
their church buildings as schools. Had it not been
for the financial resources from AMA, WFAC, and

with local freedmen trustees, the Freedmen's Bu

Kentucky—Louisville, Lexington, and Paducah—

reau supplied the lumber, the nails, and other ma

and began appointing district superintendents,

terials, while local freedmen provided free labor.
The Freedmen's Bureau schools were simple struc
tures, no more than rectangular boxes, but at a

whose task it was to educate black citizens. The

Freedmen's Bureau's first statistical report on prog
ress at these schools, by Jesse Duns, was submitted
to Washington, D.C., in June 1866, only slight
gains had been realized in the first six months, and
these were mainly in the urban areas. There were
18 schools in Louisville and Lexington and 7 in the
rest of the state, serving 80 adults and 2,800 chil
dren. Most of these schools operated only three
months each year. Moreover, it was reported that
operational budgets at the schools were extremely
small.

time when there were few rural common schools

for whites, these schoolhouses were treasured by
freedmen and despised by many whites. They were
often the target of reprisals by night riders, some of
whom belonged to the Ku Klux Klan.
In October 1868, according to a report on fall
classes, the Freedmen's Bureau maintained 135 day
schools, 1 night school, 6 white teachers, and 144
black teachers, with 6,022 students enrolled. How

The task in Kentucky was so monumental that

ever, there were "outrages"; for example, a church
schoolhouse operated by the Freedmen's Bureau

Noble decided to allow the abolitionists to concen

in Germantown in Mason Co. was burned down

trate on developing freedmen's schools in the state
while he focused on developing community-based
initiatives and support for educating freedmen.
Accordingly, Noble encouraged the AMA, a long
time supporter of Berea College; the WFAC, an
early supporter of efforts in Covington; and the
Baptist, Episcopal, and Methodist missionary so
cieties to continue working on developing the
freedmen's schools statewide. By design, the Freed

by arsonists. By 1869 Ben Runkle, Noble's replace
ment as superintendent in Kentucky, reported
substantial gains, with a total of 248 schools oper
ating. Thirteen schools had been newly constructed
with Freedmen's Bureau funds.

In Northern Kentucky, the Freedmen's Bu
reau activity was uneven. Augusta, Covington,
Maysville, and Washington were quick to embrace
the education of freedmen. But in the river coun

FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR

ties of Boone and Carroll, and inland in the heavily
Confederate strongholds of Grant and Owen

American population to the common school sys
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tem. The resolutions noted that the Freedmen's

By the age of five, Heather dreamed of becom
ing Miss America, and her dream came true when

counties, there was little interest and often violent

Bureau was leaving the state and that it was there

she was crowned Miss America 2000. The 5-foot,

hostility. In 1870 in Boone Co., for example, there
was only one freedmen's school operating at Cale
donia, now Petersburg.
In some Kentucky counties, great losses of the
slave population immediately before and during
the Civil War combined with antipathy to create
a general indifference toward educating former

fore even more critical for the state to take

6-inch brown-eyed brunette then traveled 300,000
miles speaking on behalf of homeless veterans. Her

the Freedmen's Bureau funded a school in fall

responsibility.
Cities that had charters from the state legisla
ture, such as Covington and Newport, were able
to take advantage of their mayor's or city council's
authority to fund their black schools through
taxes and then sinking funds, with much drawn
from the white school system. However, it was
1874 before the state legislature acted to include

slaves. Across the Ohio River at Madison, Ind.,
1868 so that freedmen's children from Carroll

African American children in the common school

and Trimble counties in Kentucky could be edu

system.

cated. Hundreds of former slaves from these and

In April 1875 the first of the checks funding
segregated black common schools in Kentucky
were sent from the state government in Frankfort
to Campbell, Carroll, Kenton, and Pendleton

other Kentucky counties fled into Indiana and
Ohio. The small A.M.E. church school at Ha

nover, Ind., funded in part by the Freedmen's Bu
reau, taught 75 students, while another 70 per
year were being taught in Madison's black
churches. At the same time, the large movement
of former slaves out of Northern Kentucky into
Cincinnati was being prompted as much by the
promise of access to education as by the promise
of wage jobs. Boone and Kenton counties in
Northern Kentucky experienced 60 percent re
ductions in their African American populations
between 1850 and 1870.

Kentucky's state funding of black schooling re
mained a chronic problem throughout the five
years, 1865–1869, that the Freedmen's Bureau
schools were operating in the state. And during the
1870s, once Confederate supporters had taken
control of the Kentucky political structure, fund
ing for the freedmen's schools essentially ceased.
Ultimately, Northern abolitionists had no sustain
ing interest in further occupying the South. In
January 1869 the Freedmen's Bureau was ordered
closed, and by April 1869 its schools in Kentucky
were forsaken and still unfunded.

counties. The Freedmen's Bureau had established

18 schools in Northern Kentucky with space for
443 students. By 1900, under the common school
program, there were 54 schools in Northern Ken
tucky dedicated to educating 3,959 black students,
the descendants of former slaves.
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Many of the black churches continued educat
ing former slaves in subscription programs in spite
of the lack of cashandblatant hostility toward their
activities among whites. Clearly, the Freedmen's
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Bureau had made a start in the task of educating
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Louisville, 1986. From original Works Progress
Administration and Louisville Municipal College

former slaves. More than 10,750 black children, or
about one-third of the total, had received at least

three months of schooling. Additionally, more
than 100 buildings usable as schools had been des
ignated for freedmen; and a small but eager cadre
of newly trained black teachers had graduated
from Berea College and the Ely Normal School in
Louisville.

One of the most important accomplishments
of the Freedmen's Bureau was helping, along with
the AMA and the WFAC, to form a statewide con

vention of black educators. The first meeting, in
1867 in Lexington, petitioned the Kentucky Gen
eral Assembly for support for black schools; the
second meeting, in Louisville, was a three-day
conference that featured distinguished national
and state speakers. Attended by Covington Afri
can American leaders Jacob Price and Isaac

Black, the conference's resolutions petitioned the
Kentucky General Assembly to add the African

Freedom.

documents, ca. 1935.
Diane Perrine Coon

FRENCH, HEATHER (b. December 29, 1974,

Fort Thomas, Ky). The Ohio River cities of Au
gusta, Maysville, and Louisville, are all homes to
this determined, hard-working woman, who was
the first Miss Kentucky to become Miss America.
Born in Campbell Co., Heather French Henry is
the daughter of Diane, a seamstress and child care
giver, and Ronni French, a disabled Vietnam vet
eran. She and her three siblings lived for nine years
in Augusta before the family moved to Maysville.
She graduated from Mason Co. High School,
earned a BA and an MA from the University of
Cincinnati, and then worked as a fashion designer
and an illustration instructor.

work influenced the Homeless Veterans Assistance
Act of 2001.

On October 27, 2000, she married Kentucky
lieutenant governor Steve Henry in a ceremony
that People magazine said was reminiscent of a
page from The Great Gatsby, “with more pomp
and ceremony than Louisville ever knew before."
They have two daughters, Harper Renee and Tay
lor Augusta.
A tireless worker, Heather Henry cohosted
Louisville's Fox in the Morning, wrote five chil
dren's books, and is executive director of the
Heather French Foundation for Veterans Inc. In

honor of Heather's friend singer Rosemary Cloo
ney, she and Steve opened their home in Augusta
as the Rosemary Clooney House museum. She of.
ten returns there and to Maysville for benefits at
tributing her success to roots in those river com
munities. For her work, she has won the respect of
many, including President William Clinton, who
hosted her at the White House in Washington,
D.C.

“Hatchett and Henry,” LCI, November 19, 2000.

Henry file, Kentucky Gateway Museum, Maysville,
Ky.

“No One's Teasing Miss America Now," CE, Septem
ber 20, 1999, 1A.

John E. Kleber
FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR. The French

and Indian War (1754–1763) between Great Brit

ain and France began in conflict between the two
nations over control of Northern Kentucky and
the entire Ohio River Valley. The war and its after
math delayed settlement in Kentucky but whetted
the appetite of settlers and travelers who heard
about the reports of Christopher Gist and other
explorers. The word was that Kentucky was an en
chanted place with bountiful game and salt, where
the land was so fertile that giant prehistoric bones
could be collected at Big Bone Lick, the most cu
rious attraction in the West at the time.

Great Britain's victory determined that the lan
guage, culture, and political tradition in Northern
Kentucky would be English, but for the first four
years of the war, France had the upper hand mili
tarily and it appeared that future settlers in North
ern Kentucky might have to learn French. When
the war began with Colonial Virginia major
George Washington's surrender of Fort Necessity
to a superior force in 1754, the French and their
American Indian allies took control of the Ohio

Valley from Fort Duquesne (now Pittsburgh, Pa.)
to the mouth of the Ohio River in what was at the

time the Illinois country. French commanders en
couraged Shawnee and Delaware warriors from
Ohio to conduct long-distance raids on English
settlements on the Virginia and Pennsylvania
frontier, and using guerrilla-war tactics of speed,
surprise, and hit-and-run, the Indian war parties
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FREEDMEN'S SCHOOLS IN NORTHERN KENTUCKY, JULY 1867-FEBRUARY 1869

Date and County

Town

Sponsor

Teachers”

July 1867

b

Washington

Freedmens Bureau

Freedmens Bureau

Amanda Perkins

Freedmens Bureau
Freedmens Bureau

Avene Casey
Mary E. Wilson

Mason

Maysville
Maysville
Maysville
Washington

Freedmens Bureau

Elizabeth Wilkerson

Bracken

Augusta

Freedmens Bureau

C. M. White

Mason

Students

April 1868
Mason

Mason
Mason

Pendleton

Brandywine

Freedmens Bureau

Pendleton

Falmouth

Freedmens Bureau

Mary Southgate
Ellen Kinny

Kenton

Freedmens Bureau

E. C. Wilmot

Kenton

Covington
Covington

Freedmen's Bureau

Ellen N. Leavitt

Kenton

Covington

Freedmens Bureau

Richard Singer

devastated the backcountry. The colonial militia
was no match for the raiders, and many settlers
fled back east in panic.
The American Indians intentionally terror
ized the settlers with fear of capture. In July 1755, a
Shawnee raiding party kidnapped Mary Draper
Ingles, her two young sons, and her sister-in-law
from their home at Draper's Meadow (Blacksburg,
Va.) The raiders took them down the Kanawha

December 1868

River and the Ohio River to the largest Shawnee
village in the Ohio Territory, lower Shawnee Town
at the mouth of the Scioto River. Adopted as his
daughter by the chief of the tribe and therefore
given a degree of freedom, Ingles was taken on a
salt-making expedition to Big Bone Lickin present
day Boone Co., Ky., and this probably made her the
first woman of European descent to enter Ken
tucky. In September 1755, while at Big Bone Lick,
Ingles escaped and returned home to Virginia, less
than six months after her capture. She reported the
location and number of the Shawnees living at
lower Shawnee Town, thereby contributing to Vir
ginia lieutenant governor Robert Dinwiddie's de
cision to order a militia raid, the only military ex
pedition into Kentucky during the war.
Major Andrew Lewis led about 340 men, in
cluding several Cherokee warriors, from south
western Virginia into Kentucky, intending to move
down the Big Sandy River to the Ohio River and
attack lower Shawnee Town. The raid began on
February 19, 1756, but in the bitterly cold weather,
and with their supplies gone, the Virginians be

Bracken

Augusta

Church and school

Jeptha Griffin (B)

13 M, 15 F

Campbell

Newport

Alex Howard

Alex Howard (B)

26 M, 16 F

Campbell
Campbell

Newport

Mary Williams
Henry Graham

Mary Williams (B)

12 M, 13 F

Newport

Julia Warner (B)

8 M, 9 F

Kenton

Covington

Church

44 M, 45 F

Mason

Maysville

Church

E. E. Willis (B), Eliza
Skillman (W)
Amanda Perkins (B),

20 M, 21 F
10 M, 6 F

came demoralized and Lewis had to turn back.

The retreat of Lewis and the Virginia militia
was the culmination of two and a half years (1754–
1756) of military misfortunes for the British and

Mason

Washington

School

Green Casey (B)*
Marcia Dunlap (B)

Pendleton

Falmouth

Church

Ellen M. H.

39 M,47 F

Southgate (B)
January 1869
Gallatin

Warsaw

Freedmen's Bureau

d

Bracken

Germantown

Freedmens Bureau

e

the colonials. Their worst defeat coincided with

February 1869
Joshua Kendall (B)

18 M, 18 F

Mary Ingles's capture: on July 9, 1755, British gen
eral Edward Braddock suffered a major defeat while
marching with a force of 1,400 British regulars and
450 colonials to Fort Duquesne. Surrounded by a

Boone

Caledonia

School

Bracken

Augusta

Church

Pendleton

Falmouth

Church

Ellen M. Southgate

9 M, 4 F

and his troops suffered heavy casualties at the Battle

Campbell

Newport

Henry Graham School

Mary Warmus (W)

12 M, 13 F

of the Wilderness. The excellent road Braddock's

Campbell
Kenton

Newport
Covington

Church

Kenton

Covington

Church

12 M, 15 F

smaller force of 900 French and Indians, Braddock

E. C. Wilmot (W)
Eliza Skillman (B)

56 M, 48 F

E. C. Wilmot (W)

17M, 12 F

(night)
Kenton

Mason

Union Hall

Maysville

School

William A.

20 M, 15 F

Church

Patterson (B)
Amanda Perkins (B),

50 M,52F

Green Carey (B),
Mary Nelson (B)

troops built on their march toward Fort Duquesne
(Braddock's War Road), almost 20 years later be
came the major pathway from Cumberland, Md.,
that settlers coming to Kentucky used to embark on
flatboats at Pittsburgh. Washington's surrender at
Fort Necessity, Braddock's defeat, and Lewis's fi
asco had by 1756 opened the frontier for Indians to
raid the backcountry at will.
The tide of war changed when William Pitt be
came secretary of state and head of the king's min
istry in England. He placed priority on the war in
America and strengthened the war effort by sup

Mason

Mayslick

School

Emma Gardner (B)

25 M, 27 F

plying funds to encourage the militia and by com

Mason

Washington
Brandywine

Church

Narcissa Dunlap (B)
Mary Southgate (B)

20 M, 20 F

mitting more British regulars to the fight. In 1758
British general John Forbes captured Fort
Duquesne, renaming it Pittsburgh, and the next
year British forces defeated the French in Canada.
Would-be Kentucky settlers thought the 1763

Pendleton

Notes: *B = black; W = white.

School

6 M, 6 F

*Wood building 30x60 ft.

Peace of Paris, in which France ceded most of its

“A third teachers name is illegible in the records.

“Building 18x30ft., cost, $200.

claims in North America to Britain, should open
lands west of the Appalachian Mountains for set

*The Freedmen's church and school burned.

tlement, but British officials realized that while the

FULLER BROTHERS

French were defeated, the Indians were not. There

fore, the Proclamation of 1763 prohibited settle
ment west of the mountains, and for about 10 years,
Kentucky remained a hunting preserve for Indians
and long hunters. Finally, at the time of the out
break of the Revolutionary War, settlers began
accomplishing their dream, which had been en
hanced by reports from the French and Indian
War, of settling Kentucky.
Chinn, George M. Kentucky: Settlement and State
hood, 1750–1800. Frankfort: Kentucky Historical
Society, 1975.
Rice, Otis K. Frontier Kentucky. Lexington: Univ.
Press of Kentucky, 1993.
James A. Ramage

FRIENDS OF BIG BONE. The Friends of Big
Bone (FOBB) is a nonprofit citizen support organi
zation whose purpose is to promote, preserve, re
search, and memorialize the history and prehis
tory of Big Bone Lick and its vicinity in Boone Co.
It encourages and promotes research and study in
archaeology, paleontology, geology, and other re
lated sciences. The main focus of the group is edu
cation, both private and public. Big Bone Lick is of
prime importance in the development of Ameri
can vertebrate paleontology, a science founded by
Thomas Jefferson, third president of the United
States (1801–1809).

Earlier attempts to establish an awareness
oriented citizen support group occurred in the
1930s, the 1950s, the 1970s, and the 1990s. The first

began on June 10, 1935, with the formation of the
Big Bone Lick Association by a group of distin
guished Kentuckians. Three of these men are
known for their literary contributions in Boone
Co. Willard Rouse Jillson authored Big Bone Lick
(1936), which remains the authoritative work on

the area. He was the Kentucky state geologist for
many years and a prolific writer about Kentucky
history. W. D. Funkhouser coauthored Ancient
Life in Kentucky (1928) with William S. Webb, the
father of Kentucky archaeology. Funkhouser was a
professor of zoology at the University of Kentucky
(UK) in Lexington, and Webb was a professor of
physics. Together, the two men founded the de
partment of anthropology and archaeology at UK.
During the Works Progress Administration era of
the 1930s, they did intensive archaeological work
and research in Boone Co. The third founding or
ganizer, John Uri Lloyd, is a household name in
Boone Co. His series of Stringtown on the Pike
novels, all set in Boone Co., made him one of the
most famous historical novel writers of the 20th

century Midwest. His professional claim to fame,
however, was chemistry and his work in the re
search and development of pharmaceuticals.

Specializing in eclectic medicine and pharmacol
ogy, he was a founder of Lloyd Brothers Pharma
ceuticals and of the Lloyd Library in Cincinnati.
Although the Big Bone Lick Association was
planned to run 99 years, Jillson's book was its only
accomplishment.
In the early 1950s, a renewed interest in Big
Bone Lick was fostered by the members of the
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newly formed Boone Co. Historical Society, and
ultimately the Big Bone Lick Historical Associa
tion was formed to promote the establishment of
the Big Bone Lick State Park. After many years of
tireless effort in promotion, education, and fund
raising, the determined members of the associa
tion, through the leadership of Bruce Ferguson,
president, and William Fitzgerald, secretary, pur
chased 16 2/3 acres in December 1959 and pre

Big Bone Lick and the Lewis and Clark expedition.
Additional educational projects and plans will be
the focus of the FOBB for the future, along with
fundraising activities to support and sustain these

sented the land to the Commonwealth for use as a

Company at the corner of Pike and Craig Sts. in
Covington. By 1880–1881 the Covington directory

state park. In December 1960 the Kentucky De
partment of Parks announced plans to develop
picnic areas and a shelter house. Thus Big Bone
Lick State Park, the newest of the four state parks
within the Northern Kentucky region, was born.
The FOBB was incorporated on July 8, 1999. At
an organizational meeting on February 22, 2000,
attended by agroup of interested citizens, it was de
cided to proceed with the concept of the FOBB and
its mission. This organization was granted IRS
501(C) 3 nonprofit status in January 2002. The
group's purpose is to work with and alongside the
Kentucky Department of Parks in furthering the
academic and scientific importance of Big Bone
Lick and in ensuring its proper interpretation and
utilization as one of Kentucky's premier historical
and prehistorictheme parks. Activities ofthe FOBB
include scientific research, historical and prehis
toric research, presentation of papers, sponsoring
guest lecturers, fundraising for a state-of-the-art
museum and research center, archaeological and
paleontological projects, assisting in the planning
and implementing of interpretive displays, educat
ing and training museum docents, promoting the
designation of national and international heritage
site status for the park, and establishing and main
taining a comprehensive research library
Thus far, the FOBB has made significant head
way in promoting awareness of and education
about Big Bone Lick. With assistance, in the form
of a grant, from the Boone Co. Fiscal Court, the
FOBB has initiated and nearly completed a com
prehensive bibliography and database of written
and recorded references pertaining to Big Bone
Lick. This will continue to be an ongoing project.
The FOBB also played a significant role in the Bi
centennial Commemoration of the Eastern Legacy
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, highlighting
the importance of Big Bone Lick to the scientists,
philosophers, and explorers of the day. Because of
the dedicated work of the FOBB, Big Bone Lick has
been designated one of only four official Eastern
Legacy sites on the Lewis and Clark trail east of the
Mississippi and Missouri rivers. The FOBB part
nered with the Ohio River Chapter of the Lewis
and Clark Heritage Trail Foundation Inc. (see
Lewis and Clark in Northern Kentucky) to
purchase and install a commemorative Kentucky
Historic Highway marker at Big Bone Lick in con

junction with the Kentucky Department of

endeavors.
Don Clare
FRITZ MINERAL WATER COMPANY. In
1873 Felix Fritz started the Fritz Mineral Water

listed Felix Fritz as a manufacturer of mineral wa
ter, and his business address was 136 Pike St.; in

1895 Felix Fritz and Son were operating the busi
ness at 171 W. Robbins St. in Covington. The
Fritzes' company sold champagne cider, ginger ale,
seltzers, and vinegar. By 1906 the firm was known
as Louis Fritz and Company Inc., and its officers
were Louis Fritz, president; Al Welling, secretary
and treasurer; and C. H. Feuss Sr., vice president. By
1914–1915 the firm had moved to 254 Pike St. in

Covington, where it manufactured a soft drink
called American Favorite and also bottled Lithia,

cream soda, Dewey, ginger ale mineral and soda
water, sarsaparilla, Selzer, and Vichy. Just after the
end of World War I, in 1918, the company was
operating at 340–342 Pike St. In 1923–1924 Fred T.
Dotchengall was president, Al Welling was vice
president, and Arthur G. Muth was secretary
treasurer. At that time the company sold bottles of
Gateway brand soft drinks; Lithia, a white cooler
mineral water used as a diuretic seltzer; and Vichy,
a sparkling mineral water. In 1931 the firm was the
Louis Fritz Mineral and Soda Water Company,
“manufacturers of carbonated beverages, Lithia,
seltzer, and Vichy"Ten years later the company was
producing “13 flavors” of bottled soft drinks and
mineral waters: club soda, cream soda, ginger ale,
grape, grapefruit, lemon-lime, lime rickey, lithi
ated lemon, orange, root beer, sarsaparilla, Vichy,
and white. The company's president, Fred T.
Dotchengall, retired in 1952, and Ben Castleman
and William B. Southgate acquired the company.
Before the business was closed in 1957, it had been

sold again to G. Vincent Seiler and his son John V.
Seiler. At that time its modern plant had the capac
ity to produce 1,000 cases of bottled products each
day; the closingended 81 consecutive years of busi
ness operations in Covington for the popular soft
drink and mineral water company.
“Fritz Firm Quits after 81 Years,” KTS, February 21,
1957, 1A.

Murphy, John E. "Fritz Firm Organized When Soft
Drinks Were Dubbed 'Pop'. 68 Anniversary Being
Celebrated by Local Company," KP, April 18, 1941,
19.

Reis, Jim. "Records and Memories of Bottling Com
pany Pour a Sip of Local History." KP, October 14,
1991, 4K.
. “Soft Drink Firms Survived Prohibition: Car
bonated Drinks Became Alternative to Hard Li

Transportation.

Numerous fundraising activities and pro

quors,” KP, October 9, 1989,4K.
John Boh

grams have enabled the FOBB to develop its three
traveling educational units for use by teachers and
schools. These units include lesson plans, written

FULLER BROTHERS. Alexander Fuller (b.

materials, artifacts, and show-and-tell items about

September 1824, Stamping Ground, Scott Co., Ky.,
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d. July 8, 1898, Worthville, Carroll Co., Ky.) and his
brother Duncan Fuller (b. February 23, 1823, Ken
tucky; d. August 14, 1865, Gallatin Co, Ky), were
active in the Underground Railroad. They lived

the two represent a substantial number of white
yeomen who, together with numerous free people
of color, enabled runaway slaves to reach places of
safety in southern Indiana.

in Gallatin Co. in the 1840s and 1850s and later
Coon, Diane Perrine. “Southeastern Indiana's Under
moved to Carroll Co. in the Sanders Precinct near

Worthville. The Fuller brothers were Unionists;

Duncan served with Union Company B, 7th Ken
tucky Cavalry, was captured at Dalton, Ga., in
1864, and was a prisoner of war until mustered out
at Edgefield, Tenn., on July 4, 1865.
Significantly, Duncan and Alexander Fuller
were closely related to members of the New Liberty
Baptist Church near Quercus Grove, Ind., a known
station on the Underground Railroad routes lead
ing from Patriot, Markland, Florence, Vevay, and
Lamb, Ind. Rev. Alexander Sebastian, the found

ing preacher of that church, spent time in the War
saw, Gallatin Co., area.

According to family historians, Alexander and
Duncan Fuller voted Republican in the heavily
Democratic precinct of Worthville-Sanders. This
was a strongly Confederate-leaning portion of
Carroll Co., and voting Republican was not only
dangerous but foolhardy during the 1860–1880
period. Only the most dedicated Unionists would
brave the nearby Ku Klux Klan activities along the
Kentucky River and in Owen Co.
Ephraim Fuller, the father of Alexander and
Duncan, had settled at Stamping Ground, Scott
Co., Ky., before 1830. Ephraim and both sons grav
itated to Warsaw, Gallatin Co., in the 1840s, and
the two brothers married sisters: Alexander mar
ried Amanda Melvina Knox on October 12, 1845,

at Warsaw, and Duncan married Angelina Knox
on August 14, 1846, also at Warsaw. They were
daughters of Robert Knox and Mildred Ann Bo
hanan, who moved to Warsaw from Franklin Co.,

Ky., during the early 1840s and were probably as
sociated with the short-lived Presbyterian Church
at Warsaw (1837–1867).

Two daughters of Ephraim Fuller, Sarah Ann
and Mercy Fuller, married brothers, Enos and Da
vid Ellis, respectively, settled in Switzerland Co.,
Ind., and were associated with the Separate Baptist
Church at East Enterprise that merged with the
Freewill Baptist Church nearby, forming the New
Liberty Baptist Church near Quercus Grove, Swit
zerland Co. Members of this congregation formed
a significant Underground Railroad station, pro
viding safe houses and conductors from Patriot,
Markland, Vevay, and Lamb.
The Underground Railroad was active from
1840 to 1861 along the Ohio River between Galla
tin Co., Ky., and Switzerland Co., Ind. There were
at least five crossing points where runaway slaves

for final visitations, with all the amenities of the

modern practice of death, was conceived. Families
in the midst of grief were willing to pay to bid their
loved one a last elaborate adieu, the proliferation of
life insurance certainly helped to cushion the cost.
In the 20th century, both world wars had an effect

ground Railroad Routes and Operations,” 1999,
U.S. Park Service and Indiana DNR, unpublished
technical report, Indiana Dept. of Historic Preser
vation and Archaeology, Indianapolis, Ind.

died abroad to be returned for a funeral. Hence, the

Duvall, Jeffery, to Diane Perrine Coon, June–July

funeral business, carrying out tasks that families

2006, e-mail correspondence regarding family his
tory and genealogy,
Diane Perrine Coon

FUNERAL HOMES. Generally, funeral homes
in Northern Kentucky remain private, rather than
corporate, enterprises. Before the Civil War, bod
ies were often preserved for viewing either by plac
ing them on ice or by use of formaldehyde to delay
decomposition. Then various events and changing
institutions within U.S. life, starting about the time
of the Civil War, called for changes in those tradi
tions. The families of soldiers killed on distant bat

tlefields wanted the remains of their sons brought
home. Rigor mortis and the general degradation of
the corpse, in particular of the face, refused to wait
weeks for the funeral of the unprepared body. Thus
embalming, a process of preservation that had been
toyed with previously, quickly became both neces
sary and popular. For example, after President
Abraham Lincoln (1861–1865) died, embalming
was performed on his body; it was carefully pre
pared for the 20-day railroad tour to Springfield,
Ill., with stops in multiple cities. Even when long
distance shipment of the body was not necessary,
embalming was appreciated because, when accom
plished as soon as possible after death, it helped to
preserve a lifelike appearance for viewing. Because
the preparation, packing, and shipping of human
remains required a modicum of training beyond
the skill level of concerned family members or bat
tlefield body collectors, funeral directing devel
oped as a profession.
As the country became more urban, it was no
longer fashionable or legal, in most places, to use
family property as burial grounds. Burials began to
be grouped together in public and private cemeter
ies (see also Cemeteries, Rural), generally away
from dwellings or businesses. In larger urban areas,
cemeteries, often the most botanical spot in town,
were great settings for Sunday family picnics. Con
currently with the appearance of general hospitals
(and nursing homes), deaths at home became less
common. Both the place of death and the place of
final visitation were being moved. There arose a
need, as the nation began the practice of hiding

on the business of funerals similar to that of the

Civil War: survivors expected their loved ones who

neither could nor would do, has become a multi

billion-dollar industry.
In Kenton Co., around Covington, there have
been several funeral home operatorsover the years.
As early as 1839, Abraham Rose, who was born in
Baltimore, Md., was listed in the city directory as a
mortician. He made the natural transition from

cabinetmaking to coffin making. After the busi
ness had passed through several generations with
sons and partners, the present Allison and Rose
Funeral Home was formed in 1925. Others who
became established in the local funeral business

were named Linnemann, Menninger, Middendorf,
Rich, and Swindler; many of these worked at one
time for Allison. John Allison, who began working
for the Weaver Funeral Home along Pike St. in
Covington during the 1890s, lived in nearby Lud
low and was in business later with partners John C.
B. Yates and Gus Menninger, as Allison, Yates, and
Menninger; afterward he became associated with
Rose along Pike St. In 1932 Allison and Rose
moved to a historic home in Covington at Robbins
St. and Madison Ave., and it has opened a second
facility in recent years along Ky. Rt. 16 in Taylor
Mill. Other funeral operators in the county have
included Chambers and Grubbs in Independence,
Connley Brothers in Latonia; Donnelly Brothers
in Covington at 12th St. and Madison Ave., serv
ing the Irish community; Don Catchen and Son on
W. 19th St. in Covington and also in Elsmere;
Hugenberg and Glindmeyer on Sixth St., today a
Linnemann home; Jones & Simpson, tradition
ally serving African Americans in Covington's
eastside (see Charles E. Jones; for Covington's
earliest African American funeral director, see

Wallace A. Gaines); Middendorf-Bullock on

Covington's Main St., on Elm St. in Ludlow, and on
Dixie Highway in Erlanger; Middendorf in Fort
Wright; Ronald B. Jones on Elm St. in Ludlow, and
Swindler and Currin in Latonia and in Indepen
dence. The Linnemanns have funeral homes in

Covington, Erlanger, and Burlington today. Dur
ing the early 1920s, Henry Linnemann drove the
first ambulance in Kenton Co.; it was a sideline ser

vice utilizing the downtime of the funeral busi
ness. The Linnemanns have operated a funeral
home in Erlanger for more than 50 years.
In Campbell Co., funeral directors have been
in Newport for a long time. The Bunning livery

from Gallatin and eastern Carroll counties were

death—whether intended or not—to hire a disinter

aided, or at least sighted, by Underground Rail

ested party to handle the burial. The logical person

road activists on the Indianaside of the Ohio River:

to turn to was the businessman down the street

from Sugar Creek, Ky., to Patriot and Florence, Ind.,
from Warsaw, Ky., to Markland, Ind; from Warsaw
or Ghent, Ky., to Vevay, Ind; from Carrollton, Ky.,
to Lamb, Ind; and from Prestonville, Ky., to Brooks
burg, Ind.
Precisely what role Alexander and Duncan
Fuller played in these operations is not clear, but

with a livery station, who already had the horse and
wagon teams and, after 1920, a hearse, or the furni

business evolved into the Bunning and Costigan

ture dealer who sold wooden coffins. Some of those

Home was in the former George Wiedemann
home at Fifth St. and Park Ave. for several years;

tradesmen became experts in embalming and ex
tended their line of services. And since families no

longer wanted the corpse returned to their living
space, the funeral home, a short-term rentable hall

Funeral Home. The Charles E. Smith Funeral

and the Vonderhaar and Stetter Funeral Home was
anchored from 1919 into the 1980s at the former

James Taylor Mansion on E. Third St. Muehlen

FURNITURE AND HOME FURNISHINGS
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kamp, Costigan, and Roll began using the Peter
O'Shaughnessy home at 835 York St. after
O'Shaughnessy's death in the late 1920s, and the
home remains a Muehlenkamp-Erschell venture;

the Eckler-Hudson-McDaniel Home in Dry Ridge,
and the Rogers Funeral Home in Corinth.
Mason Co. has two funeral homes in Maysville,

"The City," KJ, September 29, 1892,8.

Brell & Son and Knox and Brothers, both on

across the street is the Fares J. Radel funeral home.

neral homes in Bellevue, Fort Thomas, and Alex

E. Second St.; and one in Mayslick, Palmer Funeral
Home. In that same city, an African American fu
neral home opened in August 1929. Lexingtonna
tive Shirley Arnold began operating a "colored un
dertaking establishment" in Maysville on E.
Fourth St. in that year. Howlong Arnold remained
in business is not known. In 1974, along-standing
funeral business tradition in Maysville ended with
the closing of the Porter Funeral Home, which had
operated for the previous 105 years. Owner Ashby

seum, Maysville, Ky.
"Henry Linnemann, Funeral Director," KP August 4,

andria. In Dayton, from the early 1930s through

F. Porter was the dean of funeral home directors

the late 1940s, there was the Tharp and Stith Fu
neral Home along Sixth Ave., latera Muehlenkamp
operation; Muehlenkamp-Erschell also has an op
eration in Fort Thomas. In recent years, the family
operating the Radel Home (Faris). Radel) openeda
new facility in Highland Heights on the site of a
former A&W Root Beerstand, but it moved shortly
to another new location farther south along U.S.
27, across from St. Joseph Catholic Church in
Cold Spring. The shortlife of that venture in High
land Heights shows how difficult it is to open a
new location that makes money, even for operators

and owners in the area. With the closing of the

as well established and well known as the Radels.

his funeral business.

The Betz Funeral Home operated along E. Sixth
St., and Pye and Erschell at Seventh and York Sts.,
Frank Pye retired from the funeral business in
1892, and Fred Erschell moved to E. Sixth St. in

Newport before relocating his business to Fort
Thomas. Erschell's son, also named Fred, contin
ued in the business in Fort Thomas, while also

serving as mayor. A. C. Dobbling & Son have fu

"Colored Funeral Home Opens Here," August 20,
1929, Funeral Home Vertical File, Mason Co. Mu

1969, 8K.

Kingsbury, Gilbert W. Allison & Rose Funeral

Home, Inc. Covington, Ky: Allison and Rose,
1977.

Laderman, Gary. Rest in Peace. New York: Oxford
Univ. Press, 2003.

"Maysville Funeral Home, City Landmark, to Close."
CE, March 13, 1974, 11.

Mitford, Jessica. The American Way of Death. New
York: Simon and Schuster, 1963.

"Public Inspection of Our New Funeral Home," KP.
May 18, 1935,2.

FURNITURE

& New Funeral Home, bothin Owenton, one along
Main St., and another along W. Seminary St. For
many years, at New Liberty in the northern part of
the county, R. G. Know did the undertaking work.
Know was a graduate of the nationally recognized
Clark's Embalming School in Cincinnati and was
the leader of the profession in Owen county. He
also did wallpapering and painting and sold bug
gies and whips on theside to fillin the slow times of

In the southern part of the county, there are Fares).

Pendleton Co. has three funeral homes. Two

Radel in Alexandria, the Alexandria Funeral

are in Falmouth, the Peoples Funeral Home and
the Woodhead Funeral Home, both on Shelby St.
The Woodhead family's firm is one of the state's

Home Inc. (Middendorf–Bullock, Muehlenkamp
Ershcell) in Alexandria, Peoples Funeral Home
on U.S. 27 in Alexandria, and the Cooper Funeral
Home on U.S. 27 in Claryville. For many years, as
long as the New Richmond ferry was in opera

Michael R. Sweeney

Porter Home, its ambulance service also ceased.
Owen Co. has two branches of the McDonald

Centennial businesses. It also does business in

AND

HOME

FURNISH

INGS. The thriving furniture industry that flour
ished in 19th-century Cincinnati spilled over into
Northern Kentucky. As the city's suburbs ex
panded into Kentucky, providersofhousehold fur
nishings and equipment arose, as did manufactur
ers of some items. In Cincinnati, the firm of

Mitchell and Rammelsberg (1847–1939) became
nationally known for the furniture it supplied to
the growing West and South. Internationally rec
ognized as the world's largest furniture factory, it
employed about 1,500 workers along Cincinnati's
Second St. In Northern Kentucky, several retailers
opened businesses along Monmouth St. in New
port and Madison Ave. in Covington. Household
furniture was also manufactured in those cities,

tion, the T. P. White Funeral Home of New

Harrison Co., at Berry, having bought the former
Roger P. Blair Home during the early 1940s. The
other home in Pendleton Co. is Peoples Funeral

Richmond, Ohio, handled much of southeastern

Home on Main St. in Butler.

Campbell Co.'s funeral business. It was much eas

Robertson Co. has two homes, both in Mount
Olivet: Kain & Kabler on N. Walnut St. and the

but to a lesser extent than in Cincinnati. The gen
eral area was ideal for the making and shipping of
furniture: it was near the hardwood forests of the

ier to cross into Ohio than make the trek to

Newport.
In Boone Co. there are five funeral establish

ments. Chambers & Grubbs operates along Dixie
Highway in Florence and also on Main St. in Wal
ton, the Stith Funeral Home (a descendant of the
Tharp and Stith funeral home earlier in Dayton) in
Florence and Hebron, the Linnemann in Burling
ton, and the Hamilton-Stanley Funeral Home in

Robertson County Funeral Home on U.S. 62.
For several years during the 1990s, Covington
was home to one of the modern leaders in consoli

dation of the funeral industry. The RiverCenter

building housed the Loewen Group, a conglomer
ate based in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada,

that aggressively purchased funeral homes, ceme
teries, and crematoria and sold burial insurance

Verona; there is a branch of the Middendorf
Bullockchain in Hebron.
Bracken Co. has four funeral homes: in Au

and prearrangement plans. Covington was Loe
wen's U.S. headquarters until corporate financing
forced a consolidation of the company itself. After

gusta, the Metcalfe & Hennessey Funeral Home

its financial difficulties, the restraint of trade inves

on E. Fourth St. and the Moore and Parker Funeral

tigations by the Federal Trade Commission, and
some massive lawsuits, Loewen no longer has of
fices in Covington. In April 1999, the company re
ported that it employed some 16,000 workers in

Home on Elizabeth St; in Brooksville, a branch of

the Moore and Parker Funeral Home, along Hack
ett Ridge Rd.; and in the eastern part of the county,
a Palmer Funeral Home on Ky. Rt. 10 on the
Bracken side of the city of Germantown.
Carroll Co. has two homes at Carrollton: the
Graham-Dunn Funeral Home on S. Fifth St. and

the Tandy-Eckler-Riley Funeral Home on High
land Ave.

Gallatin Co. has one facility, the Carlton
Lowder Funeral Home on Main St. in Warsaw.
Grant Co. has four funeral homes: the

Elliston-Stanley Funeral Home on N. Main St.
in Williamstown and on S. Main St. in Crittenden,

Midwest and was both a riverportandarailcenter.

º
-

1,097 funeral homes and at more than 426 ceme
-

*

teries in the United States, Canada, and the United

Kingdom, with revenues of $1.1 billion. At the con
sumer level, Loewen did not mesh well locally.
There is one operating crematory in Northern
Kentucky, the Northern Kentucky Mortuary Ser
vice at Richwood in Boone Co. The same company
also operates Heavenly Paws, a pet burial and cre
mation enterprise. Whereas nationally 26 percent
of all human bodies are cremated, in Kentucky
only 8 percent are cremated.

d

º, was a sº

-

-

-

º
*º
Louis Marx & Bros. Furniture, Monmouth St.,
Newport, ca. 1923.
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The talented, trained German craftsmen among
the population contributed greatly to supplying
the needed manpower.
In Campbell Co., the center of the furniture
business was traditionally Newport. City directo
ries suggest that in the antebellum years, there
were cabinetmakers or carpenters on seemingly
every corner. The Klosterman family was building
furniture by the 1880s, as was Newport Industries,
which specialized in chairs. Shortly, retail stores
appeared. Philip Dine, a former tailor, and his
partner Ferdinand Fulner sold carpet, furniture,
and stoves roughly between 1880 and 1910 at 518
and 529 York St. In 1910, Dine's nephew Reuben
Dine and Joseph Schabell incorporated and at 913
Monmouth St. began the Dine-Schabell Furniture
Company, known in later years simply as Dines.
Through fires, burglaries, renovations, and the
changing face of Newport, the business operated

new types of preparation methods (frying, broil
ing, and baking). The 54 employees of Pomeroy,
Peckover, and Company made an average of 30
stoves daily at their factory in Newport in 1876. By
1880 the firm of Moore, Harkness, and Bayless was
manufacturing stoves at its plant on Front St. in
Newport, east of Washington Ave. A gas stove re
tail store opened in May 1887 at 707 Monmouth St.
The Favorite Stove and Range Company was mak
ing stoves in April 1888, the Stubben Manufactur
ing Company of Newport in 1892. Smaller manu
facturers built items that contributed to the overall

furnishing of residential homes. In the mid-20th
century, the largest employer in nearby Bellevue
was Grote Manufacturing, a maker of medicine
cabinets for home bathroom use.

there until the mid-1980s. Just to the north and

Electrical appliances, following the introduc
tion of the radio in the 1920s (Crosley, Philco, and
Zenith brands), became another wave of product
line expansion. Furniture merchants quickly

across the street was the Louis Marx & Bros. Com

added radios and, later, televisions to their inven

pany, which opened in Newport in 1888 at 842

tories, and some even sold washers and dryers.
In Kenton Co., the furniture industry began in
Covington. Louis Marx renovated the former

Monmouth St. Founder Louis Marx died in 1924,

but the organization remained in the family until
it closed in 1987. Louis Marx built a large multi
level warehouse fronting on E. Ninth St. and con

Latonia Hotel in the 300 block of Madison Ave.

part of his foundry. The Ohio Scroll and Lumber
Company was in Covington for 67 years at the cor
ner of Russell and Stewart Sts. It was owned by the
Fuess family of Fort Mitchell. Although mainly
known for plaques and other wood decorative
products, it made tables, chairs, cabinets, lamps,
and otherhouseholditems. By December 1962, the
firm had moved to Cincinnati as a result of the
construction of the Internal Revenue Service

Center in downtown Covington; one of Ohio
Scroll's last employees was Charles D. "Carmi"
Meyers of Fort Mitchell, who went out on his own
and built hundreds of custom cabinetsandbars for

local residences and such places as the Beverly
Hills Supper Club and desks or credenzas for the
Kenton Co. Public Library. He worked out of
his shop in Covington for the last three decades of
the 20th century.
Other parts of the Northern Kentucky region
also participated in the furniture industry. To the
southwest along the Ohio River, there were the
Warsaw Furniture Factory of Warsaw in Galla
tin Co. and the Carrollton Furniture Manu

facturing Company of Carrollton in Carroll Co.
The Warsaw operation was owned by the family of
Carl R. Bogardus, a longtime medical practitio
ner and historian of that area. Employing almost
200 at its peak, it was established in the early years
of the 20th century and specialized in dining

latter even ventured into Cincinnati for a short

and opened for business in 1895. In 1898 he moved
to 520 Madison Ave., and the Marx store operated
there until 1987. The Covington and Newport
stores offered the same product lines, and together
they won numerous retailing awards over the
course of the company's history. The stores were
well known for their unique promotions, and they
were major purchasers of advertising space in the
Kentucky Post. Dine's Covington store, located at
530 Madison Ave., had closed by 1962. It withstood

time.

a fire in March 1923, as did its warehouse at Second

nected by causeways. The company was well
known for its high-class bedroom suites and won

Other operators of furniture ventures in New
port included Camin's at 638 Monmouth, which
began as a linoleum and carpet store on York St. in
the 1930s and evolved into offering a full range of

St. and Madison Ave. in October 1927. The third

awards around the nation at furniture shows. An

firm to operate in both cities was Tillman's, which
occupied various buildings, beginning in 1927.812

other recognized individual furniture maker for
that part of the region was Owenton's William

Madison Ave., 536 Madison Ave., and for the last

Jones, who died in 1985.

household goods; Camin's had a warehouse at

51 years, the northeast corner of Eighth St. and

In Mason Co. there have been several individ

1101 Monmouth St., next to the train station. The

Madison Ave. Tillman's gradually added lines as

store began selling furniture in 1954 and contin

they became available, closing its doors in 1991 af.
ter almost 65 years, a victim of competition from

ual furniture makers and retailers over the years.
Early cabinetmakers include Gerrard Calvert; the
mysterious Peter Tuttle, whose “Mason County
trunks” have become collector items; and Joseph
Wallingford, an apprentice to Archibald Calvert.
These cabinetmakers were deceased by 1860. John
Foxworthy is a well-respected recent furniture re
tailer of Maysville. Recent individual furniture
craftsmen around Maysville include Joseph Bran
nen, Johnnie Disher, and Raymond Hester.
Maysville furniture retailers over the years have
included the names John Brisbois, whose five-story
“white palace" began selling furniture in 1908 at
402 W. Second St.; J. H. Brown; Harry Foxworthy;
C. L. Mains; Joseph F. Martin; Mattingly, C. H.
McEuen, and McIlvain, Humphreys, and Bramel

nected it to the rear of the main store on Mon

mouth (see Monmouth St. Architecture). The

Marx company survived fires, thievery, and a
changing market. A third company that tried the
Newport market for a short time in the 1930s was
the William H. Tillman Company, located at Sev
enth and Monmouth. Dine's, the Marx company,
and Tillman also had stores in Covington, and the

ued until the 1980s. From the late 1940s until the

mid-1980s, the Hall Swenson Company was lo

Boone Co.'s Florence Mall. Ball Furniture leased

cated at 728 Monmouth St.; it sold some furniture

Tillman's space from 1992 until 1998. Today, the
building is home to a wedding reception hall (see

but mainly provided interior decorating services
to an elite crowd of Greater Cincinnatians. The
existence of several furniture retailers further cre

ated a market for interior and design planning.
Newport was home to smaller furniture retailers
as well: Finkleman's in the West End at W. 10th

and Brighton Sts. and the Bromall family's Ken
tucky Sales and Service Company at E. 10th and
Saratoga Sts., still operating today at that corner
Since 1920.

Eventually, stoves were added to furniture
stores. First came the gas stove, with the introduc
tion of readily available iron and steel. In the be
ginning stoves were fueled with wood, then with
coal oil, and finally with natural gas piped into the
home through a line from the street. Dine's in par
ticular sold a vast number of stoves, especially the
Red Star Oil brand. The modern stove eliminated

the need for summer kitchens and made cooking
inside an open hearth unnecessary, allowing for

Covington, Downtown).

Other Covington furniture merchants in
cluded the Bellonby Furniture Company in the
building formerly occupied by the Walsh Dis
tillery at Front and Scott Sts. It opened in time for
the Great Depression in 1927 and was not in
business long. Modern Furniture, founded by
Sam Greenberg in 1915, operated at 513 Madison
Ave., once the Salvation Army building, and later
built a new store at that site. Son Adrian Green

berg closed the venture in 1987. The A. J. Ostrow
Furniture and Appliance Store began small in
1926, selling electronics at 711 Madison Ave., and
added appliances and furniture later in another
building. At one time, Ostrow's even sold automo
bile tires.

Charles Bogenschutz was building stoves in
Covington at 523 Madison Ave. in 1880. In 1903,
that firm was sold to Ignatius Droege and made a

room sets and chairs. The Warsaw business left

Bogardus ownership in 1969, and the factory was
torn down in 1995. The Carrollton Furniture

Manufacturing Company began in 1884, operat

ing from two large five-story brick buildings con

(also undertakers).

In recent years, furniture has also been sold by
the long-running Krause Awning Company, which
carried trendy outdoor furniture at the northeast
corner of Fourth and Monmouth in Newport for 60
years, ending in the 1990s; other Covington mer
chants have included Mertack's, which went out of

business in 1998, only to be replaced by Adobe in
the same building on the northeast corner of Fifth
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and Scott Sts. in 2003; and the now-closed Brock's
Furniture at 19th St. and Madison Ave.

In the late 20th century, the Schottenstein fam
ily of Columbus, Ohio, opened one of their "big
box" furniture stores in Latonia, followed by a sec
ond location in Florence. A similar venture is the

an outlet facility, and there are operating Furniture
Fairs in Florence and Cold Spring, in addition to
Cincinnati suburbs. One of the remaining furni
ture factories to operate in the area was the Duch
ess Furniture Company of Florence, which closed
in May 1976, with 300 workers losing their jobs.
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International Publishing Company. Leading Manu
facturers and Merchants of Cincinnati and En
virons. New York: International, 1886.
“Marx, Storesto Celebrate Golden Jubilee,” KP, March
10, 1938, 4.

“Reuben Dine,” KP September 27, 1927, 1.
Sikes, Jane E. The Furniture Makers of Cincinnati,

Furniture Fair chain. Begun in 1963 by Robert
Daniels in Erlanger at 3932 Dixie Highway, the
firm has eight stores today: the original store is now

1790 to 1849. Self-published, 1976.
“Furniture File,” vertical files, Kentucky Gateway Mu
seum Center, Maysville, Ky.

Michael R. Sweeney

Reis, Jim "A Killer Named Cholera Stalked Victims
Rich, Poor," KP, October 4, 1999, 4K.

GAINES, WALLACE ARKANSAS (b. April 15,
1865, Dayton, Ohio; d. August 1940, Evansville,

GAINES, JOHN P., MAJOR (b. September 22,
1795, Augusta Co., Va.; d. December 9, 1857,
Quartsburg, Ore.) John Pollard Gaines, a U.S.
military officer and governor of the Oregon Terri
tory, was the son of Abner and Elizabeth Matthews
Gaines, who moved from Virginia to Boone Co. in
1800. He was educated in local schools. When the

War of 1812 erupted, he enlisted as a private in a
regiment of the Kentucky Volunteers. Afterward,
he speculated inlandlocally. He married Elizabeth
Kinkead of Versailles, Ky., in 1819.
Gaines entered Boone Co. politics in 1825 and
was elected to the first of his several terms in the

Kentucky legislature. During the Mexican War,
he enlisted in a Kentucky cavalry brigade, where he
held the rank of major. In January 1847 Gaines and
80 of his fellow soldiers were captured at Incarna
cion, Mexico, and held prisoner in Mexico City un
til August of that year. While aprisoner, Gaines was
elected to the 30th U.S. Congress as a Whig candi
date from Kentucky's 10th District, a position he
held for two years. When he ran for reelection, he
lost to the Democratic candidate, Joseph Lane.
Gaines was an ardent supporter of Zachary
Taylor during the 1848 presidential election cam
paign, and subsequently the party rewarded his
loyalty by appointing him governor of the Oregon
Territory in 1849. He and his family traveled by
ship around Cape Horn on a nine-month voyage
to his new assignment. The trip was a disaster for
the family, because two of his daughters, Harriet
and Florella, died of yellow fever during a stop in
Brazil. Shortly after the family arrived in the Ore
gon Territory, Gainess wife, Elizabeth, was killed
in a fall from a horse, and one of his sons died soon

afterward. To protect his remaining children, he
sent them back to live with relatives in the East.

Gainess tenure as a Whiggovernor was marked by
fierce partisanship on the part of the territorial
legislature, controlled by the Democrats. One of
the major controversies he faced in Oregon was
whether the state capitol should belocated in Ore
gon City or in Salem. When Gaines's four-year

leader Wallace Gaines came to Covington with his
parents about 1875. He began workingfor his uncle
in Ottoway Burton's barbershop, at 706 Washing
ton St., shining shoes; he continued as a bootblack
until he found other employment in the handling

"Building Association Will Be Organized." KP May

of furniture and feathers.

By 1880, Gaines was serving as president of the
"colored" Garfield First Voters Club, which sup
ported James Garfield of Ohio for president (1881).
He rose quickly within the Republican Party
and received an appointment in 1881 as a store
keeper in the Federal Revenue collection depart
ment. During the administration of President
Benjamin Harrison (1889–1893), he was appointed
a U.S. gauger, the duties of a gauger included in
specting scales and other measuring devices used
to determine the official weight of grains and
other supplies. When the Republican Party was
out of power, Gaines became a hauling contractor,
handling grain and whiskey for distilleries. Dur
ing this period he joined the United Brothers of
Friendship, which by the late 1890s had become
the largest African American civic association in
the country. Gaines rose through that organiza
tion's ranks and by 1897 was the Grand Supreme
Master. It placed him at the head of an estimated
300,000 African American voters nationwide. With

such backing and political connections, Gaines
was mentioned as a candidate for the post of U.S.
Registrar of the Treasury. He traveled to Washing
ton, D.C., to lobby for the job but did not receive it;
instead he returned home to resume his job as a
federal gauger, which he kept only briefly. In May
1898 he was appointed a federal court bailiff but
resigned the same day, after it was determined that
the job would interfere with his support of the re
nomination of his personal friend Walter Evans, a
Republican congressman.
In 1904, while doinghisjobasaspecial revenue
agent for the U.S. Treasury Department, Gaines
discovered that the wholesale whiskey house of
Crigler & Crigler, located on Pike St. in Covington,
was moving untaxed whiskeybarrels. His report to
the tax collector and revenue agentled to action in
the U.S. District Court.

Gaines was a founding member, president, and
director of the Progressive Building and Loan
Association, which was created for the African

American community of Covington. The associa
tion, which operated from 1906 to 1910, was lo
cated at the corner of Seventh and Scott Sts. adja

Ore.

The Political Graveyard. "Gaines, John Pollard." www

politicalgraveyard.com (accessed December 28,
2006),

Fort Mitchell. At the time of his death, he was a

33rd Degree Mason.

ingoffice, he remained in Oregon, where he remar
ried and settled on a farm at Quartsburg, near Sa
lem. He lived there until his death from typhoid
fever in 1857, at age 62. Gaines was buried in the
Old Pioneer Cemetery at Salem, Ore.
nati: I. M. Armstrong, 1878.
Pioneer Cemetery Records, Pioneer Cemetery, Salem,

Progressive Building and Loan Association, and
the couple moved to Evansville, Ind. He died in
Evansville and was buried in Highland Cemetery,

Ind.) African American businessman and civic

term ended, he did not seek reelection. After leav

Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincin

Lincoln Grant School and a former treasurer of the

cent to the W. A. Gaines funeral home.

For a number of years Gaines owned the W.A.
Gaines Funeral Home at 633 Scott St. He was the
first African American funeral director in Cov

ington. In 1908 he started afuneral homein Evans
ville, Ind. In 1912 he expanded his funeral home
businesses to include Henderson, Ky., then in 1913
sold his Covington business to Charles E. Jones. In
July 1913, Gaines married Tillie Young, ateacher at

31, 1906. 2.

"The Colored Garfield First Voters' Club," DC, Octo
ber 25, 1880, 1.

"Colored Man, Who Is Said to be Booked for High
Position," KPJuly 24, 1897,8.
Reis, Jim. "Blacks at Turn of Century Persevered to
Improve Lives," KPJanuary 17, 2000,4K.
. "Wallace Gaines Achieved Success in a Diffi

cult Era for African-Americans, KP February 2,
2004, 4K.

— "When History Is Overlooked." KP February
8, 1999, 4K.
Theodore H. H. Harris
GAINESTAVERN. The Gaines Tavern in Wal

ton in Boone Co. has been used as a stagecoach
stop, a tavern, and an antique shop. On early-19th
century maps of Kentucky (such as H. S. Tanner's
1839 A New Map of Kentucky) it is referred to as
Gaines Crossing, where the road from Covington
divided into a route to Lexington (see Covington
and Lexington Turnpike) and a road to Warsaw.
Abner Gaines, born October 8, 1766, in Or

ange Co., Va., was the first member of his family to
arrive in Kentucky. He married Elizabeth Mat
thews on December 8, 1792, in Virginia. The exact
date when the Gaines family arrived in the state is
unknown, but the 1800 census shows Abner living
in Woodford Co., Ky. He first appears in the Boone
Co. records in 1804.

Estimates for the year the present building was
constructed range from the 1790s to 1814. Gaines
received clear title to the property in December
1813. As early as 1795 but at least by 1803, Archi
bald Reid was operating a tavern on the property.
Archaeological evidence suggests that an earlier
building existed just south of the existing brick
structure and may have stood until the 1890s.
Gaines appears to have taken over the tavern in
1808, when he was approved for a tavern license.
The license allowed him "to keep a tavern at his
dwellinghouse in the county of Boone... and pro
vide in his said tavern good wholesome cleanly
lodging and diet for travellers and stablage proven
der or pasturage for horses." According to the li
cense, Gaines was not to "suffer or permit any un
lawful gaming in his house nor suffer any person
to tipple or drink more than is necessary or at any
time suffer any disorderly or scandalous behavior
to be practised in his house." The tavernlicense was

renewed by Gaines every year or two through De
cember 1818. The list of rumored guests at the tav
ern includes Henry Clay, Vice President Richard
Mentor Johnson, and Gen. Marquis de Lafayette.
Although Gaines was running a tavern in 1808, it
appears that he did not own the property until
1809. He lived at his home in Walton until his
death on October 30, 1839, Gaines willed the tav.

ern to his unmarried daughter Mildred. After Mil
dred married Anthony Davies, the couple sold the

GALLATIN ACADEMY

land to Mildred's brother Archibald in 1850. In

1869 Archibald sold it to Harvey Hicks.
The road to Lexington had existed for many

understanding of the character of Northern Ken
tucky, as expressed in his paintings and writings.
He is the son of Rudy C. and Bertie M. Gaither
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died in 1849 at age 88 and was interred in a vault at
the Trinity Churchyard in New York City.
Kuppenheimer, L. B. Albert Gallatin's Vision of

and the brother of wildlife artist Bill Gaither.

years before Abner Gaines opened his stagecoach
line on May 6, 1818. An advertisement in the May

Tom Gaither grew up in Ludlow and currently

16, 1818, Western Monitor in Lexington states

resides with his wife Gee in Fort Mitchell. His

Democratic Stability: An Interpretive Profile.

that the cost of passage from Cincinnati to Lexing

first job in art was as a traveling salesman, selling

ton on Gaines's stagecoach was 10 cents per mile,
which included 14 pounds of baggage. For 100
pounds or more of baggage, one paid the same rate
as for a person. Several of Gaines's sons served as
postmasters for the Walton area and used the
stagecoach line as a postal connection to Lexing
ton. During winters, the stagecoach line was often
closed owing to bad road conditions.

fine art prints to galleries. He later became a man
ager at Echo Publications in Amelia, Ohio. Hav.
ing gained experience in the world of published
art, in 1970 he began preparing pen-and-ink il
lustrations for the Kentucky Post. His friendship

There are several documented stories of sui

cides occurring at the tavern. The Cincinnati Daily
Enquirer on April 18, 1867, reported that Maj. John
A. Goodson had shot himself at Glen's (Gaines's)
Tavern one mile north of Walton. Goodson had been

a state representative and served as mayor of Cov
ington from 1860 through 1864. The next day, the
newspaper reported that Goodson's funeral would
be held at J. G. Carlisle's house in Covington. John
G. Carlisle was Goodson's son-in-law.

Robert F. and Attila Cleek bought the tavern
property in 1873. On September 3, 1883, another
suicide occurred. Covington's Daily Common
wealth reported that Hugh Ingram had hanged
himself on the tavern's property from the beam
of a bridge that crossed the Cincinnati South
ern Railroad. The suicide of Ingram was
blamed on a mad dog that had bitten him several
years before. The bridge was torn down several
years ago, but its stone supports remain on each
side of the tracks.

with artists Tom Bluemlein, Don Dennis, and

Jack Meanwell influenced him to take up water
color painting. Then in 1974 he opened a frame
and print shop in Ludlow, selling only his own
works at first. Because he was familiar with the

print business, he made prints of his most popu
lar subjects, and he found that scenes of Northern
Kentucky and the Cincinnati area were the most
often ordered. In 1990 Gaither was asked to be a

contributing writer for the Kenton Co. Recorder.
His weekly column included stories and recollec
tions from Northern Kentuckians, in addition to

his own musings about happenings in his home
town. Many of his sketches of buildings and loca
tions around Northern Kentucky have been re
produced in the Kentucky Post, the Kenton Co.
Recorder, and other publications. Many private
collections in the region include his work; his
commissioned works may be found at Bowling
Green State University in Ohio, Miami Univer
sity of Ohio, and Auburn University in Alabama.
The paintings and prints he contributed to the
Tall Stacks celebrations in Cincinnati have a wide
distribution.

Yet another bizarre incident took place in May
1892 when Cleek's sister-in-law Lizzie Rice was vis

iting. The Boone County Recorderrelated that while
Rice was in the orchard, she poured coal oil on her
self and then set fire to it.

“Frame Maker Also Can Fill Them," KE, April 30,
2006, B5.

Gaither, Thomas. Interview by Rebecca Bilbo, fall
2006, Fort Mitchell, Ky.
“Print Sale to Benefit Museum,” KP, September 18,
1985, 8K.

“Renaissance '78 Will Bring Arts to Plaza," Colonel
Covington's Chronicles, April 1, 1978, 8.

purchased the house and began an extensive resto

Rebecca Bilbo

home, continue restoration, and convert it into a

transportation museum.

treas.gov/education.
Bernie Spencer

GALLATINACADEMY(Carroll Co. Academy).
One of the earliest schools in Kentucky, the Galla
tin Academy was chartered in 1813 by an act of the
Kentucky legislature. A state law passed in 1798
allowed for seminaries to be established, funded in

large part by donations or sale of public lands. In
1813, while serving a second term as the Kentucky
governor, Isaac Shelby (1792–1796 and 1812–1816)
signed the charter creating Gallatin Academy. The
land donated to support the new academy in Gall
atin Co. was a 6,000-acre tract located near Hop
kinsville in Christian Co., part of the Cumberland
River land tract.

The name seminary or academy did not refer
to a theological seminary; nor were such institu
tions free schools, but rather private schools offer
ing elementary and secondary education. A board
of trustees, often tied to a religious group, oversaw
a seminary or an academy and hired teachers,
charging students tuition to cover expenses.
The first trustees of Gallatin Academy were
John Barner, Garland Bullock, Robert Plummer,

Carter Tarrant, and William Winslow. Meeting for
the first time on May 13, 1813, the trustees selected
Port William, today Carrollton in Carroll Co., as
the permanent site for the Gallatin Academy. Al
though it was originally in Gallatin Co., Gallatin
Academy became a part of Carroll Co. with the for
mation of that county in 1838. The school was on
land that Benjamin Craig had donated, designated
in the original plat of Port William as the "old pub
lic ground." The trustees were advocates of quality
education. Carter Tarrant was well educated, a

John Gault operated the Haunted House An
tique Shop in the former tavern for most of the
20th century. In 1989 Alan and Stephanie Gjerde
ration of the property. In 2006 the city of Walton
received a $300,000 federal grant to purchase the

Westport, Conn.; Praeger, 1996.

United States Department of the Treasury, www.us

GALLATIN, ALBERT (b. January 29, 1761, Ge.
neva, Switzerland; d. August 12, 1849, Astoria,
NY). Albert Gallatin, the namesake of Gallatin

Co., was the son of Jean and Sophia Gallatin, who
were members of a noble family but not wealthy;
both died before Albert was nine years old. He ar.
rived in America in 1780, settling in Boston, Mass.

leading, though controversial, Baptist and a major
antislavery spokesman. Robert Plummer was Port
William's first postmaster, and William Winslow,
from Spottsylvania, Va., was the father of Dr. Henry
Winslow, a graduate of the School of Medicine in
Philadelphia.
These early academies functioned as the pri
vate schools in Virginia and Maryland did, teach
ing composition and writing, English literature,
Latin and Greek classics, mathematics, physical
geography, and rhetoric. The leading families in

Becher, Matt, to Paul A. Tenkotte, e-mail, July 11, 2008.
Boone County Recorder, May 11, 1892, 2.
Coleman, J. Winston, Jr. Stage-Coach Days in the
Bluegrass. Louisville, Ky. Standard, 1933.
“Died," CDE, April 19, 1867,2.

Gallatin Co. was named after him in 1799. Gallatin

Carroll, Gallatin, and northern Trimble counties

"Suicide of Ex-Mayor Goodson," CDE, April 18,

was U.S. secretary of the treasury from 1801 to

supported the local academy for some years.
It appears that the Gallatin Academy evolved
into the Carroll Co. Academy. In 1859 the trustees
of the Gallatin Academy included many of Car
rollton's town fathers. George W. Boorom, William
Cox, Henry Crittenden, William H. Harrison,
Richard W. Masterson, and John W. Root. On Sep
tember 10, 1859, the trustees of Gallatin Academy
transferred four to five acres, designated as the Old
Public Ground on the Port William plat, to the

1867, I.

“Suicide of Hugh Ingram, DC, September 3, 1883, 1.
Worrel, Stephen W., and Anne W. Fitzgerald. Boone
County Kentucky Court Orders, 1799–1815.
Falls Church, Va.; S. W. Worrel, 1994.

1814 under Presidents Thomas Jefferson (1801–
1809) and James Madison (1809–1817) and a lead

negotiator on the Treaty of Ghent which ended the
War of 1812. Gallatin was noted primarily for his
steadfast defense of the Constitution's allocation of

Elizabeth Comer Williams

GAINESVILLE. See Idlewild.

GAITHER, THOMAS (b. 1943, Cincinnati,
Ohio). Tom Gaither is best known for his keen

powers and duties among the legislative, executive,
and judicial branches of government. He also an
tagonized and questioned Federalist politicians
regarding their monetary policies: Gallatin be
lieved that the Federalists did not give the young
nation's debt sufficient consideration. Gallatin

shareholders of what became the Carroll Co.

Academy. This property was the site of the Carroll
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Co. Academy, then the Carrollton High School,
and currently the Carrollton Middle School.
In 1860 incorporation papers by 45 stockhold
ers of the Carroll Co. Academy were filed at Car
rollton; the curriculum and selection of teachers
were modeled on the best classical education of the

times. The Carroll Co. Academy was operating at
the time of the 1892 annual report to the Kentucky

superintendent of instruction, but it had closed by
the time the 1899 report was submitted.
Bevarly, R. W. "History of Education in Carroll
County." Master's thesis, Univ. of Kentucky, 1936.
Campbell, Justine Tandy. "History of the Carroll
County Schools," 1976, Carroll Co. Public Library,
Carrollton, Ky.

Carroll Co. Deed Book, book 7, pp. 251,258, Carroll
ton, Ky.
Carrollton Democrat, June 12, 1868.

Hamlett, Barksdale. History of Education in Ken
tucky. Frankfort: Kentucky Department of Educa
tion, 1914.

Parker, Anna V. "A Short History of Carroll County."
1958, Carroll Co. Public Library, Carrollton, Ky.
Peters, H.W.A Study of Local School Units in Ken
tucky. Frankfort, Ky: Superintendent of Public In
struction, 1937.

Tarrants, Charles. "Carter Tarrant (1765–1816); Bap
tist and Emancipationist," RKHS88, no. 2 (Spring

Gallatin CO. Courthouse, Warsaw, built in 1837, the addition dates from 1868.

1990): 121-48.
Diane Perrine Coon

GALLATIN CO. Located on the western side of

the Northern Kentucky region along the Ohio
River, Gallatin Co., established in 1798, was the

31st of the Kentucky counties in order of forma
tion. The county was named for Albert Gallatin,
an early U.S. secretary of the treasury. Several of
the county's earliest settlers were enlisted soldiers
during the Revolutionary War and arrived with
land grants issued for their military services. Gall
atin Co. covers an area of roughly 99 square miles,
mostly wide and fertile floodplains, and the coun
ty's economy is mainly agricultural. Gallatin Co. is
bounded by the counties of Boone, Carroll, Grant,
and Owen. Warsaw, the county seat, was once an
important center of river trade; abundant deposits
of natural materials such as sand and gravel are
surface-mined there, and tobacco and corn were

once cash crops. Small industry such as furniture
manufacturing(see Warsaw Furniture Factory)
was also once part of the local economy.
A portion of Gallatin Co. was taken to form
Carroll Co. in 1838, the year Warsaw became the
county seat. The Civil War was a difficult time for
the county. It was highly Confederate in sympa
thies, and many Southern recruits came out of
Gallatin Co. Several minor skirmishes took place
within the county. One of the worst steamboat di
sasters in U.S. history occurred on the Ohio River
near Warsaw on December 4, 1868, when the

America and the United States collided, killing
74 people. In the early 20th century, river trade
gave way to travel via highways and interstates,
such as U.S. 42, U.S. 127, and I-71. The Ohio River

navigation lock and dam at Markland, Ind. (see
Markland Dam), was completed in 1964; a hy
droelectric power plant (see Power Plants) was

added there in 1967; and a vehicular bridge across
the top of the dam came in 1978. In the late 1990s,
the Kentucky Speedway began operations near
Sparta, changing the face of the county, as have the
gambling casinos opened close by in Indiana.
In the 1820s abolitionist Alexander Sebas

tian proclaimed his antislave stance throughout
the county; Gallatin Co. was the home of Dr.
Lucy Ann Dupuy Montz, Kentucky's first woman
dentist, in the late 19th and early 20th centuries;
country music star Skeeter Davis was born in
Gallatin Co. at Glencoe in 1931; Alvin Kidwell,

a local nurseryman, served in the Kentucky State
Senate from 1941 to 1967, and Dr. Carl Bogar
dus, a medical doctor and a respected local histo
rian who was a native of the county, helped to
chronicle much of the area's history until his
death in 1992.

Education in the county greatly improved with
the openingofthe new Gallatin Co. High School
in 1993 and againin recent years with the additions
made to the Gallatin Co. Free Public Library at
Warsaw.

Incorporated towns within the county are Glen
coe, Sparta, and Warsaw. In 1990 the county's popu
lation was 5,393, and in 2000 it was 7,870, Warsaw

had 1,811 residents at the time. Positioned between

the major markets of Louisville and Northern Ken
tucky, Gallatin Co. today faces pressure from both
of those highly populated areas as they expand and
develop, spreading into the county.
Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,
2003.

Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
March 8, 2007).
GALLATIN CO. FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY.

During the late 1970s, the dream of a library in
Gallatin Co. became a reality through the work of
the original Library Board chairman, Charles G.
Warnick, and library committee members Mary
Evelyn Beverly, William Coates, Doris Combs,
Barbara Liggett, and Richard Rider. Appointed by
Judge Executive Clarence Davis and the Gallatin
Co. Fiscal Court, this committee acquired finan
cial help from the state: a $60,000 library demon
stration grant from the Kentucky Department for
Libraries and Archives (KDLA), which was used,

along with help from the Gallatin Co. Fiscal Court,
to support the library for more than two years. The
small population of the county (5,367) would have
to approve a property tax in order to continue
library services once the grant moneys were ex
pended. But the future struggle of getting this tax
passed did not dim the enthusiasm of library sup
porters; dreams and plans were formulated, and a
site for the library was selected.
Keith Collins, a graduate of Northern Ken
tucky University (NKU) and a resident of Glencoe,
well known for his civic activities, was employed in
June 1978 as the first library director. Brenda
Hawkins of Warsaw became the first library assis
tant. Establishment of the library for Gallatin Co.
was under the direction of Philip Carrico, director
of the Northern Kentucky Library Development
District. Carrico's expert advice and leadership
helped Gallatin Co. open its first library in a re
modeled laundromat on W. Pearl St. in Warsaw, in

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
U.S. Census Bureau. "American FactFinder. DataSet.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent

September 1978.
Shelves were built by the agriculture class at the
local high school and were filled with books, some
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donated by other libraries in Kentucky. Curtains
made from bedsheets graced the two large win
dows; volunteers worked diligently to make this

first library charming and inviting to the public.
Books were hand-stamped for checkout, and office
space was one long table equipped with a used
manual typewriter. In December 1978 Janet Jack
son, a graduate of Ball State University at Muncie,
Ind., succeeded Collins as library director. Jackson

and her family had moved to Glencoe after her
husband, Steve, accepted a teaching position at the
Gallatin Co. High School.
The future of the first library was uncertain
and depended totally on whether the voters of Gal
latin Co. passed the proposed property tax to sup
port the library. In November 1980 the property
tax passed by 65 votes, making the library a per
manent fixture in the county.
The need for a library building larger than the
remodeled laundromat was soon evident, and

plans for building a new library were finalized in
1982. The cost of the new construction was sup
ported in part by a matching grant of $250,250
from the KDLA; the remaining costs were covered
by a bank loan. The new library, at the corner of
209 W. Market St., directly in front of the existing
library, was of Federal design, with white pillars
at the entrance, a clock tower, a colonial garden, a

28,000 books, it retains its country charm. An al
ways popular display of Denny French's model
trains has been a Christmas staple at the library for
26 years. And hot coffee is provided free to patrons
daily, along with warm conversations and friendly
directions from members of the library's staff. Li
brary director Brenda Hawkins retired April 1,
2005, after 27 years of service, and Shirley French, a
graduate of NKU, became the fourth library direc
tor. The Gallatin Co. Free Public Library is a per
manent reminder of the generosity and forward
thinking nature of Gallatin Co.'s citizens.
"Gallatin Library Approved," KP, August 19, 1977,
11K.

"Gallatin Library Gets $60,000," KP, June 20, 1978,5K.
Brenda Hawkins

GALLATIN CO. HIGH SCHOOL. The Galla

tin Co. High School, located on U.S. 42 in Warsaw,
the county seat, is the only secondary education
institution in Gallatin Co. It opened in 1936 as the
consolidated public county high school, accepting
students from the former Warsaw High School,
Sparta High School, and Glencoe High School. The
original building was that of the Warsaw High
School, which had been built in 1913. The Works

structure provided 5,000 square feet of space, four
times that of the former quarters. Architect Robert
Ehmet Hayes was hired for the project; his blue
prints included provisions for an expansion, in
case it was ever needed. The new library facility
opened its doors in 1984 and has become a model
for other libraries built in the smaller counties of

later when a new addition was constructed in the

Kentucky. The original library building now
houses Senior Citizens of Northern Kentucky Inc.,
but it is still known as the "old library." Brenda
Hawkins, employed by the Gallatin Co. Free Pub
lic Library since its inception in 1978, became the
library's director in September 1986. In July 1991
the library's Kentucky Room was formally dedi
cated to the memory of the late Charles G. War
nick. More than 200 guests attended the dedi
cation, demonstrating that the community had
suffered a profound loss with Charles Warnick's

growing educational complex; further expansions
occurred during the 1970s. In 1995 a new high
school campus was opened, and the old building
was turned into a middle school. When a new up
per elementary-middle school was completed in
2008, the old WPA building with its 1959–1960
and subsequent additions was demolished.
The school is under the daily supervision of a
resident principal and the school's site-based coun
cil. The school system's overall operation is directed
by a four-member county board of education,
whose members are elected from their respective
districts for four-year terms, and a county school
superintendent hired by the county's school board.
The Gallatin Co. High School is a member of the
Kentucky High School Athletic Association, and
its sports teams, called the Wildcats, compete un
der the colors of blue and white. The athletic pro
gram offers a variety of interscholastic sports for
men and women, including basketball, baseball,
football, golf, tennis, cross-country track, volley
ball, and softball. In accordance with its relatively
small student population, the school is a Class A
school for athletic purposes. In addition to its
core curriculum, Gallatin Co. High School offers
courses in art, music, band, shop, and foreign lan
guages, and students can participate in a variety of
extracurricular activities, including the school's
interscholastic academic team. Full racial integra
tion of the school system was achieved in 1964

death.

In June 2000 a new library addition of 1,800
square feet was dedicated to the youth of Gallatin
Co., to provide modern technology for them, to
meet the diverse educational needs of today, and to
enhance youthful imagination. The addition was
financed by generous donations from businesses
and private citizens and by a new grant from
KDLA. A plaque recognizing these donors and list
ingboard members hangs in the Children's Room.
The library has served as an example for librar
ies in other small counties in Kentucky in regard
to technology as well as structure, receiving one of
the first Empower Kentucky grants for Internet
service. The Gallatin Co. Free Public Library has
been featured in articles in two issues of Kentucky
Living magazine.

Although the library is automated with the lat
est technology and offers a collection of more than

had 409 students enrolled.

Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,
2003.

Steve Huddleston
GALLATIN CO. NEWS. The first issue of the

Gallatin Co. (Ky.) News made its appearance on
September 1, 1926; it was edited by Edgar Lamkin
and printed at the Boone Co. Recorder's plant in
Burlington. The publisher of Gallatin Co.'s new
newspaper was R. E. Berkshire. Unfortunately,
bound volumes of early editions of the newspaper
did not survive; however, from January 1, 1935,
on, bound copies of each year's newspapers are
filed at the office of the Gallatin Co. News in
Warsaw.

Progress Administration (WPA) constructed a
new building in 1937, adjacent to the older 1913
structure, which then became an elementary
school. In the school year 1959–1960, a new addi
tion opened, and the elementary and high schools
shared some rooms and a cafeteria. Damaged in a
1959 explosion of the Warsaw Pepsi-Cola plant,
the 1913 building was demolished several years

brass weathervane, and brick sidewalks. This new

without notable incident. In 2008 the high school

In 1934 Warren P and Bess Boulton purchased
the Gallatin Co. News. Printing equipment was
acquired, and the newspaper began to be printed at
Warsaw. In 1937 Mark Meadows purchased the
newspaper from the Boultons and continued
printing it in Warsaw. In 1941 he also purchased
the Walton (Ky.) Advertiser. The Gallatin Co.
News was next sold to Charles E. Adams, a native
of Morehead who came to Warsaw with his wife

Frances and his stepson Phil Bradley, who was
from Shelbyville, Ky. While working at Morehead,
Adams had been employed by that town's newspa
per, the Sentinel-News. He was an experienced
printer, able to operate the complicated Linotype
machine of the day, and proved to be an excellent
writer-editor. He issued the first number of his pa
per on August 7, 1941.
Weathering the dark days of World War II,
with its paper shortages and slow advertising
growth, Adams continued printing the Gallatin
Co. News without interruption. He built a fine
new brick building on the courthouse square in
Warsaw to house the newspaper's business office
and printing facility. An indication that he was ac
tive in journalism outside his own venture was that
he was elected president of the Kentucky Press As
sociation in 1956. Adams's stepson Phil Bradley
joined the Gallatin Co. News, serving as editor.
But after Bradley's untimely death in 1974, Adams
sold the newspaper. Charles and Denny Warnick
purchased it on February 1, 1975.
Reflecting the many changes that have oc
curred with the modernization of newspaper pro
duction, the paper is now printed at the Landmark
Press in Shelbyville, Ky. The days of hot metal, the
flat-bed press, and the Linotype are gone from the
newspaper business. Computers are used to write
stories and to compose pages, which can be sent
electronically to the printing plant. Subscribers'
mailing labels for the Gallatin Co. News are also
computer-generated.
However, the editorial offices of the newspaper,
located in a restored 1860 house one block from

the Gallatin Co. Courthouse, remain the same. At

the death of Charles Warnick in 1984, Denny War
nick became the paper's publisher. The couple's
older son, Kelley Warnick, is editor. He is also the
newspaper's award-winning photographer and a

GALLATIN CO. PUBLIC SCHOOLS

longtime Kentucky Press Association board mem

Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,

workers, so that they would be ready for sale in the
spring. It was during this dormant season that
owners could research new methods and new plant
varieties and prepare pocket-sized pricelists. Sum
mers were spent mowing and weeding to control
rampant growth.
More nurseries opened west of Warsaw as

2003.

Harry Hopperton, who had for years bought trees

ber. Younger son Clay Warnick is the newspaper's
associate editor and advertising director. Terry
Combs-Caldwell is production head and is assisted
by Bobbie Hendrix.
Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.

Cutshaw, Paul, former hot-type printer of the Galla
tin Co. News. Interview by Denny Kelley-Warnick,

March 30, 2006, Warsaw, Ky.
Gallatin Co. News, various back issues.

Gray, Gypsy M. History of Gallatin County, Ken

tucky. Covington, Ky. Self-published, 1968.
Denny Kelley-Warnick
GALLATIN CO.PLANTNURSERIES. Along
each of the three highways leading to Warsaw, the
county seat of Gallatin Co., there is a plant nursery.
These businesses represent an industry that thrived
throughout the 20th century, causing Gallatin Co.
to be nicknamed “the nursery county."
The father of these wholesale plant nurseries
was John F. Donaldson, a native of England, who
began his first nursery on rented land in Warsaw.
Later he bought 70 acres in Sparta, along the Lou
isville and Nashville Railroadtracks, over which

his plants were shipped to the Midwest and the
South. He was well known throughout those re
gions and hailed as a pioneer whose techniques
and supply of offshoot plants gave birth to many
others. People who worked for and learned from
him began by leasing, then buying land around
Warsaw.

William Hill began planting offshoots he had
obtained from Donaldson on the eastern and south

ern edges of Warsaw. He built a greenhouse to
grow plants for sale and then established Hill's
Nursery, encompassing more than 125 acres along
U.S. 42 to the east of Donaldson's Nursery. There
he grew bare root stock, from shrubs to trees, until
he died in 1963. His son-in-law Harry Roberts
continued the operation until 1990.
Chester "Shug"O'Connor went from waterboy
to foreman at Donaldson's Nursery, learned land
scaping while stationed at Norfolk, Va., during
World War II, and returned to Warsaw to operate
a greenhouse. Because his knowledge of grafting
and propagating were in high demand, he leased,
then later bought, tracts of land in several locations
in the county, expanding to more than 167 acres in
nursery stock. He owned and operated his busi
ness as Arrowwood Nurseries for 35 years, and his
son, Terry continued the business for 15 years as
O'Connor Nursery.
Raising nursery stock was a year-round occu
pation. The busy seasons were spring and fall, when
the plants were dug from the ground, either bare
rooted or swathed in burlap for transplanting. The
plants were hand dug by a mostly local workforce
that was expanded during the busy seasons. In
winter, since few used a mechanical spade, they
could dig only as long as the crust of frosted earth
was no deeper than four inches. When winter
conditions prevented outdoor work, plants were
grafted in clay pots by a smaller, skilled group of

from O'Connor for his garden center in Illinois,
purchased a farm on the west edge of town in 1957,
converting former corn and tobacco fields to plant
stock. When Hopperton retired, he leased his op
eration to Rick Flynn, who continued the business
until 2005.

In 1961, Eddie Mylor transformed 150 acres of
his family farm to a balled and burlapped stock
of tree liners, which were small plants field grown
in rows. Mules, as well as tractors, were used to plow
and drag the largest plants from their holes. For
mer farmhands loaded plants onto flatbed trucks
for transport as far away as New York and Wiscon
sin. Seasonally hired teenagers would accompany
the loads to provide labor.
The building of the local interstate highways
helped the industry in two ways: the highways pro
vided a faster route to other nurseries and garden
centers, which were existing markets; and the
roads enhanced the nursery market, since nursery
products were needed to landscape and beautify
the federal highways.
The American Nurserymen's Association, in
which some owners were active, helped promote
these mostly family-run businesses. In 1966
R. Waldron Haymond bought Donaldson's origi
nal Sparta land, named Willadean Nursery, which
had been operated for more than 40 years by Ken
tucky state senator Alvin Kidwell. Haymond re
named it Willadean-Donaldson Nursery, and he, a
licensed landscape architect, designed the grounds
of many private homes and public projects, such as
the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Interna
tional Airport.
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supply a new demand for diverse landscaping
plants that container nurseries make possible.
“Former Senator Alvin Kidwell Dies at Age 80." Gall
atin County News, April 18, 1974, 1.

"Local Nurseryman, J.F. Donaldson Passes Sunday,”
Gallatin County News, March 30, 1950, 1

Jacquelene P. Mylor
GALLATIN CO. PUBLIC SCHOOLS. Educa

tion has had high priority for Gallatin Co. residents
from the very beginning of the county in 1798.
Many log schools existed in the county in early
days, such as the Gridley School at Ethridge, the
Gullion School between Sparta and Glencoe, and
the Orr School in the Drury community. These
schoolhouses were one-room structures with split
log seats and served students of allages. There were
a number of private schools and academies before
the establishment of the public school system.
Gallatin Co. established a public school in
Warsaw in 1885; it built a new building in 1888 and
closed in 1913. The city of Warsaw established its
own school system in 1904; in 1913 it created War
saw High School.
During the early 1900s, there were still several
one-room schools in Gallatin Co. Some of these

were the Carlisle School located on Montgomery
Rd., the Clay Lick School just outside Glencoe,
and others named Concord, Cow Branch, Drury
Chapel, Eagle Tunnel, Ethridge, Gex, Hamilton,
Hixon's, Hogan, Hoggins, Hughes, Jackson, Lick
Creek, Lowe, Montgomery, Napoleon, Oakland,
Paint Lick, Sleet, South Fork, Steeles Creek, Stone

Lick, Sugar Creek, Ten Mile, Union, and Walnut
Valley. In addition, African American schools ex
isted at Warsaw and Park Ridge.
Sparta established its school district during the
early 1870s on land donated by A. D. Mason that
was partly in Gallatin Co. and partly in Owen Co.
This facility was in use as late as 1936–1937 and
was known as the Old Red Brick School.

Plants from Gallatin Co. nurseries were used to

A school established by Glencoe in 1871 held

landscape a variety of sites, from Bernheim Forest
south of Louisville to Kings Island in Mason, Ohio.
The industry was affected by events such as the
blizzard of 1978, which necessitated a long recov
ery period, and by market trends that included the
sale of imported nursery stock by big-box retailers.
In 1991 another family farm was transformed
into a plant nursery when Zack Bledsoe started
Cloverſarm Nursery with container-grown stock
in over-winter-protection poly houses, actually
large cold frames. These 14-by-96-foot structures
shelter the plants from winter dry-out, before their
tops are removed in the spring. The plants, both
deciduous and evergreen, ground covers to shade
trees, are propagated in a nonsoil medium and are
spaced throughout the poly house in order to grow
into a pleasing shape. Cloverſarm Nursery supplies
Gallatin Co.'s first garden center, Country Blooms,
operated by Bledsoe's wife, Janet. In 1992, Jeff Wal
lace started Rolling Ridge Nursery on his family
farm in western Gallatin Co., growing container
trees. His operation today includes balled and bur
lapped trees on five acres of land. Such operations

classes in the Christian Church until 1872, when the

townspeople, with the help of the Masonic Lodge in
town (see Masons), built a two-story frame build
ing for the school. In 1910 this school became a
grade school, and a new building was built for it in
1914. During the 1936–1937 school year, when the
schools in the county were consolidated, this school
became the Glencoe Elementary School. The build
ing burned in 1956 and a new building was built in
1957. This school operated until the 1970s; when it
closed, all of its classes moved to Warsaw.
The 1935–1936 consolidation of Gallatin Co.

schools resulted in the closing of the one-room
schools in the county as well as Sparta's school. The
two initial county schools were Gallatin Co. High
School (formerly Warsaw High School) and the
Glencoe Elementary School. Today, the Gallatin Co.
School District operates four schools: a lower ele
mentary, an upper elementary, a middle school, and
Gallatin Co. High School, all located in Warsaw.
Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,
2003.
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GALLOWAY, DONALD P. “DON”

Ohio Death Certificate No. 50253, for the year 1940.
"Program in Tribute to Memory of Maurice L. Gal
vin." WCKY radio, script from broadcast, Tuesday,

Gallatin Co. School District. www.gallatin.K12.ky.us/
(accessed June 9, 2008).
Darrell Maines

August 27, 1940.

Reis, Jim. "Past VIP's Diverse Group of Politicians,
Military Men, and Scientists Made a Difference."

GALLOWAY, DONALD P. “DON” (b. July 27,
1937, Mason Co., Ky.; d. January 8, 2009, Reno,
Nev). Don Galloway, an actor, a producer, and a

KP, October 20, 1986, 4K.

Roger Auge II

director, is the son of Paul Smith and Callie "Ma

lee" Poe Galloway. He grew up just outside Brooks

Galvin served Kentucky governors from about
1900 through the end of Happy Chandler's first

GAMBLING. Gambling and associated vice in
dustries played an important part in Northern
Kentucky's economy from the first decade of the
1800s until the early 1960s. It was during this pe
riod that Northern Kentucky gained a national
reputation as being a center for vice, especially
gambling. In addition, the gambling and enter
tainment innovations instituted at the Beverly
Hills Supper Club, one of the region's gambling.
entertainment centers, represented an important
turning point in the history of casinogambling.
For years in Cincinnati it was commonly said
that "things were a bit looser on the other side of
the river." Simply put, in the smaller municipalities
on the Kentucky side of the Ohio River, it was eas
ier for vice interests to buy off local city officials,
thus avoiding the constant threat that laws against
vice and gambling in these cities would be en
forced. The reputation of Newport for being weak
in enforcement of vice and gambling laws began
with the arrival of the Newport Barracks in 1809
when troopers stationed there began visiting adja
cent houses of ill repute.
Until the 1960s, people profiting from the ille
gal vice activities in Northern Kentucky had been
able to weather the reforming impulses of the re
gion's rising middle class. Since vice interests rep
resented a large portion of the economy in North
ern Kentucky, many local citizens were hesitant to
help clean up the affected cities. The region's prox.
imity to Cincinnati and its distance from state gov

term in 1939. Friends said Galvin worked for the

ernment and state law enforcement officials in

man he thought could do more for Kentucky,
whether Democrator Republican. In 1907 the U.S.
Senate approved his appointment as internal reve
nuecollector for the congressional district then cen:
tered in Covington, and he took office in February
1908. Several years later, Happy Chandler, in aletter
to Galvin, complimented this Northern Kentuckian
as "one of my longest and strongest supporters."

Frankfort also helped to promote and perpetuate
a sense of regional autonomy that allowed illegal
activities to continue to grow and prosper. The sit
uation was magnified during Prohibition, when
bootlegging allowed criminals who previously
might have been small-time outlaws to reap enor
mous profits through the production, transporta
tion, and distribution of illegal alcohol. Many of
America's greatest fortunes, criminal and other
wise, were made during Prohibition. It was the
hotbed from which most of the country's majoror
ganized crime figures emerged. After the federal
government made the manufacture and distribu
tion of alcoholic products legal again in 1933, these
nouveau richebootleggers had to look for other in

ville, graduating from Bracken Co. High School in

1955. Galloway graduated from the University of
Kentucky in Lexington in 1959 and then went to
New York City to study acting. From 1963 to 1964,
he played Mitchell Harris, a character in the ABC
television network's drama Arrest and Trial, the

series that inspired the popular NBC program Law
& Order. Galloway is retired from a television and
movie career that totaled about 60 credits as an ac

tor, a director, or a producer. He is best known for
his supporting role as Detective Sgt. Ed Brown
alongside lead actor Raymond Burr in the popular
NBC television program Ironsides, 1967–1975.
Galloway resided in Valencia, Calif., with his wife,
a former actress, until his death in 2009. They had
two daughters. Galloway was cremated.
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County. Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky:

Maurice Galvin, July 1921.

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.

"Malee Poe Galloway," KP December 27, 1991.6A.
McNeil, Alex. Total Television. New York: Penguin
Books, 1996.

Reis, Jim. "Joy, Sorrow Marked Holidays Past," KP
December 21, 1991, 4K.

James C. Claypool

rently stands. In 1939, when the racing industry
fell on hard times, Galvin guided the sale of the
racing property in Latonia to Standard Oil. He be
came secretary-treasurer of the Kentucky Jockey
Club, an organization headed by Col. Matt Wynn,
the man who built Churchill Downs and the Ken

GALVIN, MAURICE L. (b. July 10, 1872, Cov.
ington, Ky; d. August 25, 1940, Cincinnati, Ohio).
Attorney Maurice Lee Galvin Jr. worked compul
sively, took few vacations, and became one of the
most powerful Kentucky Republican "political
bosses" and powerbrokers of the 20th century.
"His word was his bond and his iron was in his

hand," said two-term Kentucky governor Albert B.
“Happy" Chandler (1935–1939, 1955–1959) in a
letter to Galvin's family. "Even vacations he took
when we were young were shortened so he could
get back to work" commented his daughter Grace
Galvin Nelson, of Covington.
Maurice Galvin Jr. was one of 10 children born

tucky Derby in Louisville into internationally fa
mous institutions.

A director and cofounder of radio station

to Covington blacksmith Maurice Galvin Sr. and
Ellen Cronin Galvin. The Galvin family lived near

died in 1910 as a result of injury while playing foot
ball for the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, and

WCKY, Galvin also was attorney for the Stewart
Iron Works; the Union Light, Heat, and Power
Company; the Greene Line Steamers; and the
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad. He was direc
tor and attorney for the Deering Publishing Com
pany and attorney for the Kentucky Post when it
was an independent newspaper. His law partner
formany years was Frank M. Tracy.
Galvin died in 1940 of a cerebral hemorrhage;
he was age 68. A tribute on WCKY radio quoted
Kentucky Post editor Carl Saunders: "Mr. Galvin

also of radio station owner L. B. Wilson, one of

was honest and sincere, modest, and unostenta

Greater Cincinnati's broadcasting pioneers.
Galvin was involved in the management of
Latonia Racecourse, which operated on the

tious. He never forgothis friends." Maurice Galvin
was buried at St. Mary Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.

Fourth and Garrard Sts., and Maurice attended

Covington public schools. He graduated from the
Covington High School and from Xavier Univer
sity in Cincinnati. After earning a law degree from
the Cincinnati Law School in 1893, he went into

practice with his brother John, who later became
mayor of Cincinnati. Galvin was the brother-in
law of Earl Wilson, the Kenton Co. native who

grounds where the Latonia Shopping Center cur

"Death Ends Colorful Career of leader M.L. Galvin

at 68, KP August 26, 1940. 1.

vestments. Cincinnatian Peter Schmidt, who fell

into this category, was about to make his mark.
Soon Schmidt began to act on a vision that,
though not necessarily unique, turned out to be
one of the models for the modern-day casino. He
had in mind a gambling hall that offered a variety
of services, including fine dining and a fullbar, in
addition to gambling. The idea was to offer to the
masses the same gambling amenities usually af.
forded only to the rich in private clubs. To achieve

GAMBLING

his dream, Schmidt built the Beverly Hills Sup
per Club in Southgate. Its success prompted envy
from the region's largest criminal organization,
the Cleveland Syndicate (a.k.a. the Mayfield
Road Gang). In the late 1930s, the crime syndicate
attempted to buy Schmidt out on numerous occa

to gain election. Thus, when Peter Tito Carinci, an
other former football player and the manager of
the Glenn Hotel—Tropicana Club, told Ratterman
he wanted to get out of the gambling business and
could provide important information about cor
ruption in Newport, Ratterman agreed to meet

sions. Stubborn, Schmidt refused, and the Cleve

with him. What Ratterman did not know was that

he was being set up by Carinci, who was acting on

land Syndicate, through local agents, blew up the
Beverly Hills Supper Club in 1937. Schmidt rebuilt
the club but eventually, in 1940, agreed to give up
his piece of the local gambling turf, and the syndi

man. Carinci drugged Ratterman and another
man, who had come along with Ratterman to ob

cate from Cleveland arrived.

serve, before dinner in Cincinnati and then took

Although it is easy to view the Cleveland Syn
dicate as a ruthless criminal organization, much
like the Corleone family in The Godfather, it is

them both back to the Glenn Hotel in Newport.
Carinci's attempt to have Ratterman photographed
with semiclad showgirl-prostitute April Flowers
(Juanita Hodges)backfired (the photographer never

best understood as well-financed businessmen,

whose business was largely illegal gambling. This is
not to discount their capacity to resort to violence.
Their local enforcer was Red Masterson, who

oversaw the ClevelandSyndicate's local operations.
Like most enforcers, he usually dealt with prob
lems through persuasion and cash payments but
sometimes used violent means.

With the coming of organized crime in the
early 1940s, Northern Kentucky's gambling indus
try took on the structure that it retained until
most of the casinos in the region were shut down in
the early 1960s. It was essentially a two-tiered af.
fair, in which larger, better-financed and some
times glitzy "carpet joints" competed with more
rough-and-tumble “bust-out joints." Most of the
carpet joints were run by the mobsters and local
henchmen associated with the Mayfield Road
Gang, but Peter Schmidt's Playtorium and Glenn
Rendezvous were also included. They made their
money the same way today's casinos in Las Vegas
and in Atlantic City, N.J., do—the odds were with
the house, which meant that as long as people lost
more than they won, profits were made. The take
could be enormous, but achieving it required pa
tience and startup capital. To draw in players, the
carpet joints were well appointed (hence the name)
and usually had nice restaurants and showrooms
attached. The Playtorium had a bowling alley, and
the Beverly Hills Supper Club booked national en
tertainment acts.

The bust-out joints operated on a different
business model. Smaller, with less capital, most of
them were located in downtown Newport. They
were often just bars with some gambling in the
back. These joints generally played on the naïveté
of tourists and other out-of-towners, rigging the
games so customers always lost or drugging cus
tomers to steal their winnings. Thus, individuals

who entered and gambled could not get "out" until
they were “busted." Since the cops were on the pay
roll, these suckers had no recompense, and they
would often be blackmailed into keeping quiet by

means of pictures that had been taken showing
them in a compromising position with a showgirl
or prostitute.

The most famous episode in Newport's history
was a classic example of bust-out-joint trickery.
The reform candidate for Campbell Co. sheriff,
George W. Ratterman, was hoping to play upon
his celebrity as a former professional footballplayer

orders from his mobster associates to frame Ratter

arrived), but Ratterman was still arrested for solic

iting prostitution by corrupt Newport police of
ficers who had been paid off and were part of the
frame.

The charges against Ratterman quickly proved
to be a farce, and the episode destroyed whatever
credibility the gambling interests retained in
Northern Kentucky. But the incident reveals a lot
about the styles of the carpet joints versus the bust
out joints. Once the heat was on in Northern Ken
tucky, the Cleveland Syndicate's operations shut
down, or else the restaurants stayed open and the
casino operations closed. But the small-time oper
ators like Carinci had a lot more to lose, and so

they attempted to frame Ratterman, using the
same techniques that had succeeded in framing
thousands of out-of-towners for years. The Cleve
land Syndicate preferred to try to buy Ratterman
off, but he rebuffed them every time.
Casinos were Northern Kentucky's primary
form of gambling during the 1940s and 1950s.
Many of them contained the table games—
blackjack, craps, and roulette—that today's avid
gambler would find familiar. Slot machines were
popular, but most serious gamblers stuck to the ta
bles. Slots were more of a diversion than serious

gambling, and most of these “one-arm bandits"
were found in smallbars and cafés in Newport.
Another type of gambling was layoff betting,
and much of the money that went through Newport
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its from the vigorish, or commission charged to
the losing bettor (10%). But sometimes, no matter
what the line, there might be uneven betting. So
the bookmaker called in a “lay-off" bet to another,
usually larger, gambling operation to cover his risk.
Many of these lay-off operations were in Northern
Kentucky. Often no more than a phone bank, the
lay-off house was a key part of the region's gam
bling business.
Gambling was the core of Northern Kentucky's
illicit economy. It is what brought the locals as well
as out-of-towners to Newport, the “Sin City on the
Ohio River." But there were plenty of secondary
businesses that fed off gambling and Newport's
economy of crime. The most prominent of these
was prostitution. Newport was notorious for its
various brothels, which were divided between day
and night houses. Day houses serviced customers
from the morning until the early evening; evening
houses were open until the sun rose the next day. A
house would have a light (usually red) turned on if
it was open for business. Prostitution, despite its
notoriety, is one of the least understood aspects of
the region's larger gambling economy.
Other businesses that benefited from gambling
included the numerous food, beverage, and linen
purveyors that served the restaurants and casinos,
as well as the hundreds of people who worked as
bartenders, cabdrivers, dealers, and waitresses. All

of these people had businesses and jobs that were
dependent on the gambling industry, a fact that ex
plains the lack of support reform efforts received in
the municipal areas of Newport and Covington.
The least discussed aspect of Newport's gam
blingbusiness is the economy of corruption, which
was one of its most lucrative aspects. In addition to
providing jobs for service employees, gambling
also provided generous payouts to law enforcement
officials in the form of regular payoffs and bribes.
The amount of money that was circulated into the
economy in this mannershould not be overlooked.
Officials from the lowest beat cop all the way up to
the county judge and solicitor received weekly and
monthly payoffs to persuade them to allow casinos
and brothels to run without interference. These

horse-racing industry, Kentucky is one of the few
states where gambling on horse racing has been

payments not only provided a powerful roadblock
to reform but also were a key part of the gambling
economy. Much of the profits from syndicate-run
casinos left town, lining the pockets of Moe Dalitz

never been outlawed. Thus, much of the infrastruc

and others, who then invested them in their Las

ture for betting on horses was in place in Kentucky,
especially in Newport. Small-time bookies could be
found throughout the county. Using the various
wire services, the bookies could get up-to-date in
formation on horse races being run anywhere in the
country. Most of these handbooks, as they were
called, were essentially illegal versions of today's off
track betting houses. Patrons would put money on
horse races and, increasingly after World War II,
would bet on sports such as footballand basketball.
Bookmakers adjusted the betting lines on a

Vegas ventures. But the bribes and payoffs stayed
in the region, supplementing the incomes of low
paid civil servants.
Gambling was a large part of the Northern
Kentucky economy until the Committee of 500's
successful cleanup campaign of 1961. But this

was in this form. As the national center for the

contest in order to attract an even amount of bet

ting for each participant. Thus, in order to attract
betting for an underdog, a bookmaker offered bet
ter odds. Bookmakers wanted an even amount of

money on each side because they made their prof

cleanup committee's success portended the future
of the casino industry in the United States. Com
mittee of 500 members such as Ratterman admit

ted that they were not really opposed to gambling
on moral grounds. They just saw the rampant cor
ruption associated with illegal gambling as a bar
rier to the region's long-term economic growth.
This was part of the gradual change in American
attitudes toward casino gambling after World
War II. Despite the success of cleanup efforts in
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GANO, JOHNSTITES, MAJOR GENERAL

Newport and other regional gambling centers,
Americans came to believe that casino gambling
should be legalized, as long as it was run in a fair
and legitimate manner. First in Las Vegas and later
in Atlantic City, and now across the country on
American Indian reservations and on riverboats,

Americans have embraced casino gambling as an
acceptable pastime.
Gioielli, Robert. “Suburbs v. Slot Machines: The Com

1815. Later that year, Thomas Carneal sold his part
ofthe property to the Ganobrothers. Richard,John's
brother, died in October 1815 at age 41, and John S.
Gano became the company's sole proprietor.
In early 1816 Gano and Carneal received li
censes to operate ferries across the Ohio and the
Licking rivers. By 1817 Gano began listing lots for
sale in Covington. He served as clerk of the Com
mon Pleas Court and the Supreme Court of Ham
ilton Co., Ohio, until he moved to a nine-and-one

mittee of 500 and the Battle over Gambling in
Northern Kentucky," Ohio Valley History 5, no. 2
(Summer 2005); 61–84.

tist Grounds on Court St. in Cincinnati, his re

Kentucky's Vice Heritage, and Its Legal Extinction,
1920–1991,” master's thesis, University of Louis

mains were transferred in 1866 to Spring Grove
Cemetery, also in Cincinnati.

ville, 2008.

GANO, JOHNSTITES, MAJOR GENERAL

(b. July 14, 1766, New York City; d. January 1, 1822,
Covington, Ky). An early settler instrumental in
the founding of Covington, John Stites Gano was
the son of John Gano, pastor of the First Baptist
Church in New York City, and Sarah Stites Gano.
John Stites Gano was given the same name as the
oldest child in the family, who had died in 1765 at
the age of 11. In 1788 the family, along with other
relatives, settled at Columbia, then part of the
Northwest Territory. (Columbia was on the east
side of modern-day Cincinnati, near where the
Lunken Airport is now.) In 1790 Stephen, another
son of the family, who was a physician and a Bap
tist minister, helped a group of settlers establish
the Columbia Baptist Church, which was the first
church of any kind in the Northwest Territory.
John Stites Gano married Mary Goforth of New
York and they had seven children, two of whom
died at a young age. Gano was appointed justice
of the peace in Hamilton Co., Ohio. He was in the
Ohio Militia for many years and fought on the
frontier against Indians under the command of
Gen. Arthur St. Clair, the territorial governor of
Ohio. Gano attained the rank of major general. For

Bricking, Chuck. Covington's Heritage: A Compila
tion of the City's Historical Houses and a Short
Biography of the Inhabitants. Covington, Ky. Pri
vately published, 1980.
Langsam, Walter E. Great Houses of the Queen City.
Cincinnati: Cincinnati Historical Society, 1997.

half-acre Covington estate in 1818. Gano died on
January 1, 1822. Originally buried at the First Bap

Williams, Michael L. “Sin City Kentucky. Newport,

Robert Gioielli

ground Railroad, Campbell and Kenton
Counties). It is said that many notables have been
guests in the Gano-Southgate house, including
Henry Clay, Andrew Jackson, and Daniel Webster.

Cist, Charles. The Cincinnati Miscellany; or, Antiq
uities of the West. 2 vols. Cincinnati, 1846.
Smith, Allen Webb. Beginning at “the Point”. A Doc
umented History of Northern Kentucky and
Environs, the Town of Covington in Particular,
1751–1834. Park Hills, Ky:Self-published, 1977.

Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati.
James R. Duvall

Jack Wessling
GARDEN OF HOPE. On three-fourths of an

acre of land atop a peaceful hill overlooking I-75 to
the west and Covington to the east, lies the Garden
of Hope. In the garden is a statue of Jesus Christ, a
25-foot wooden cross, a re-creation of a carpenter's
shop, and a rock from the Jordan River, where Je
sus was baptized. In the garden's Chapel of Dreams
is a piece of marble from the mountain where Jesus
delivered his Sermon on the Mount. But the gar
den's main attraction is an ivy-covered re-creation
of the tomb in Jerusalem where it is believed Jesus

GANO-SOUTHGATE HOUSE. Located in

Covington at 405 E. Second St., this historic man
sion is officially named the Gano-Southgate House,
but it has been mistakenly called the Carneal
House for many years (see Licking-Riverside,
Riverside Drive, and Ohio Riverside National
Historic Districts). In 1820 Aaron Gano, son of

John Stites Gano, one of the founders of Coving
ton, purchased the land on which the house rests,
originally lot number 69. Thomas Carneal may
have designed and built this house sometime be
tween 1820 and 1822 for Aaron Gano. The design
is basically Federal (Adamesque), with obvious in
fluences by the renowned Italian architect Andrea
Palladio. The two-story recessed portico features
slender columns, surmounted by Ionic capitals on

was buried. Morris Coers, pastor of the Immanuel
Baptist Church at 20th and Greenup Sts. in Cov
ington, built the garden in 1958. At the time, it was
said to be the only replica of the tomb in the United
States. Solomon Mattar, the warden of the Jerusa
lem tomb, sent the exact measurements to Coers,

and Mattar's son Samuel helped build the replica
of the tomb. Indeed, visitors who have previously
been to Jerusalem have agreed that the tomb
strongly resembles the original one. In its early
years, the Garden of Hope was always open, and on
a typical Sunday, 2,000 people would visit. By 1960
attendance had risen to 150,000 annually. When
erosion threatened the hillside, a man wearing bib
overalls "came out of nowhere and told Coers what

to do," according to legend. No one knew the man

the first floor and Corinthian capitals on the sec

or where he had come from, but his advice, to build

ond floor. The recessed windows have arched intels

a retaining wall, solved the problem. In 2000 the
Garden of Hope of Immanuel was incorporated.
The garden remains a popular spot for weddings

and Georgian tracery. The bricks are a rich rose.

a time, he was the commander of Fort Hamilton

In 1825 William Wright Southgate, who

and Fort Washington in the Ohio Territory; the

later served as a Kentucky state representative and
as Covington mayor, acquired the mansion. He was
the son of Richard Southgate, a Campbell Co.
lawyer and businessman and one of the wealthiest
men in Kentucky. In 1835 William Wright South
gate built an addition in Greek Revival style onto
the back of the mansion. Over the years, the interior
of the house was extensively remodeled, and the
building was used for a time as an apartment house.
It has beautiful woodwork and impressive fire
place mantels. Most of the interior hardware is sil
ver plated, and there are also several silver-plated

and Easter services.

metallic stars, which are said to be Masonic em

GARDNERSVILLE. Gardnersville, a small vil

blems. Lately, efforts have been made to determine
the original wall locations and woodwork style, so
that a total restoration can eventually be made.
An arched tunnel leading to the Licking River
was initially built as a service entrance through
which supplies could be quietly brought into the

lage in northwestern Pendleton Co., is located on
Ky. Rt. 491, the Knoxville-Gardnersville Rd. Gard
nersville was a booming village in the late 1800s
and early 1900s. At its stores, customers could pur
chase anything from fiddle strings to a buggy or a
jolt wagon. There were also a millinery shop, a sew
ing machine dealer, a post office, two barbershops,
and a community hall where the Odd Fellows and
the Junior Lodge met. Three blacksmith shops,

latter fort was on the banks of the Ohio River in

Cincinnati. He also fought in the War of 1812.
In 1814, along with his brother Richard and
Thomas D. Carneal, Gano purchased from
Thomas Kennedy 200 acres at the Point in Ken
tucky, where the Licking River enters the Ohio
River. At the time, there were only farms and farm
lands west of the Licking River in Kentucky. On
February 8, 1815, the Kentucky legislature passed
"An Act establishing the town of Covington, at
the mouth of the Licking," thereby approving 150
acres of the 200 acres purchased by the Gano
brothers and Carneal as constituting the Coving.
ton Company; later this land, which was then a
part of Campbell Co., became the basis for the city
of Covington. The Western Spy, a newspaper in
Cincinnati, described the property: “This com
manding & beautiful situation is generally known
throughout the Western country. ... This situation
presents a prospect equal if not superior to any on
the Ohio River." The first lots were sold in March

house from the riverbank. Some believe that the

tunnel and the house were used as part of the Un
derground Railroad escape network (see Under

DeVroomen, Sacha. "Obscure Garden, Replica Tomb
Inspire Kindness of Strangers,” KP, April 10, 1992,
1K.

Eigelbach, Kevin. “Hope for the Garden," KP, April
10, 2004, 1 K.

Hicks, Jack. "Garden of Hope Brings Spirit of Easter
Sunday into Visitors," KP, April 5, 1999, 1K.
Reis, Jim. “The Garden of Hope: Elusive Dream,” KP,
January 11, 1993,4K.
Ann Hicks
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which later gave way to the largest farm machinery
dealership in Pendleton Co., were also operating in

"Veteran Saddle Artist Dies of Heart Attack," CP, Oc
tober 29, 1936, 20.

“Boone Farm Confirmed as Slave Home,” KE, Octo
ber 9, 1958, B3.

Gardnersville. In the late 1800s the town had a sa

James C. Claypool

Brunings, Ruth Wade Cox. "Slavery and the Tragic
Story of Two Families–Gaines and Garner," NKH

loon where customers could bring their own bottles
and have them filled with whiskey directly from
the house barrel. The buggy shop manufactured
and sold buggies and also did repairs. In the early
1900s, this shop became an automobile garage and
upholstering shop where Model T Fords were fitted
with new tops, curtains, and glass windows.
Gardnersville once had two doctors, an under

taker, a cemetery, two church houses, and three
tobacco warehouses. The largestofthe warehouses
was a two-story building, built during the period
when the nightriders roved through Pendleton Co.
burning tobacco.
In 1911 the old Simpson School on Center
Ridge Rd. was replaced by a new school building,
which eventually included a two-year high school
program. This school was replaced by the Portland
School, built in the mid-1930s, which burned in

the 1960s. Several wool buyers were located in Gard
nersville, as were two automobile garages and, at
various times, four gasoline dealers.
Modern times have changed the little village.
At present there are two churches, a cemetery, one
store, and a farm machinery dealership.
Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.
1994].

GARNER, MARGARET (b. 1833, Boone Co.,

Ky; d. 1858, Mississippi). Margaret Garner and her
children were slaves owned by the Gaines family
on Maplewood Farm near Richwood, Boone Co.
Her husband, Robert, and his parents were owned
by the Marshall family on an adjoining farm. On
the cold, wintry night of January 28, 1856, with the
temperature hovering around 10 degrees Fahren
heit, the Garner family (as well as 9 other Northern
Kentucky slaves, a total of 17) escaped on a large
sled, which they abandoned along Pike Street in
Covington, and crossed the frozen Ohio River on
Creek home of Elijah Kite, a former slave and a
cousin of Margaret's. The 9 other fugitive slaves
were successful in their escape to Canada via the
Underground Railroad. The slave owners and a
posse soon found the Garners at the Kite home.
Rather than allow her two-and-a-half-year-old
daughter Mary to be returned to slavery, Margaret
killed her with a butcher knife and attempted to
kill the other children. The Garners were overpow
ered and taken into custody.
The Garners stood trial as fugitive slaves in a
Cincinnati federal courtroom. The trial provoked
near-riots on the streets of Cincinnatiand captured
national attention. The fugitive Slave Law was up

won) at River Downs in Cincinnati, Garner had

two heart attacks at his home. He died during a
third attack at Covington's St. Elizabeth Hospital
(see St. Elizabeth Medical Center) and was bur

ied in Covington's Linden Grove Cemetery. He
was survived by his wife and four children. In a 21
year career, Garner rode 1,346 winners and 2,358
other mounts that finished in the money.
Claypool, James C. The Tradition Continues: The
Story of Old Latonia, Latonia, and Turfway Race
courses. Fort Mitchell, Ky:T. H. Hayes, 1997.

Morrison, Toni. Beloved. New York: Knopf, 1987.
“New Opera Will Tell Ky. Slave's Tragic Story," KP.
February 20, 2003, 14A.

Weisenburger, Steven. Modern Medea. A Family
Story of Slavery and Child Murder from the Old
South. New York: Hill and Wang, 1995.
Yanuck, Julius. “The Garner Fugitive Slave Case,”
Mississippi Valley Historical Review 40, no. 1
(June 1953): 47–61.

GASDORF MUSIC PUBLISHING COM

PANY. This Newport-based firm was owned by
Alfred Gasdorf, who was born October 30, 1883,

in Newport to Conrad and Elizabeth Machinot
Gasdorf. By the first decade of the 20th century,
Alfred Gasdorf was composing and publishing
ragtime music for the company. He became one
of several Northern Kentuckians involved with

all that was wrong with slavery. It was also a states'
jurisdiction issue. The case juxtaposed federal law
(the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850) and states' rights

held and the Garners were returned to their own

Larkspur, the Belmont again in 1933 aboard Hurry
Off, and the Kentucky Derby in 1934 riding Caval
cade. A regular rider at Covington's old Latonia
Racecourse, Garner's greatest triumph there oc
curred in November 1923 when he guided Carl
Wiedemann's horse In Memoriam to victory over
that year's Derby champion, Zev. Garner married
Willis M. Leslie of Covington in 1920, and the
couple eventually moved into a home in Coving
ton that belonged to his father-in-law. On October
28, 1936, after riding four races (one of which he

can Opera." www.margaretgarner.org (accessed
September 20, 2006).

ragtime music, which flourished from 1897 to
1920. Alfred's father and brothers also played and
performed music locally, when they were not
working in their whitewash business. Alfred per
formed on the stately Island Queen steamboat,
which sailed out of Cincinnati to Coney Island
Amusement Park, and he was known to manipu
late its famous calliope. He also played in theater
orchestras in Cincinnati and other cities. His rag
time compositions include "Sic 'Em Prinz. March
& Two-Step" (1905), “Coney Island Tickle” (1906),
“Mississippi Rag" (1913), and “The Queen of Co
ney Island: March and Two Step" (1904). By 1910
Gasdorf was living in Denver, Colo.; in about
1918 he began touring the United States with a
concert group. In 1920 he had a San Francisco
address, but later he settled in Los Angeles, where
he died on December 6, 1957. The family's musi

ers. Governor Salmon P. Chase of Ohio sent a req

ner won the 1929 Belmont Stakes aboard Blue

Margaret Garner. "Margaret Garner: A New Ameri

foot into Cincinnati. The Garners fled to the Mill

GARNER, JOHN “MACK’’ (b. December 23,

1898, Centerville, Iowa; d. Oct. 28, 1936, Coving
ton, Ky.) Jockey Mack Garner, a 1969 inductee
into the Racing Hall of Fame, was the son of T. F.
"Dode" and Sarah Clements Garner. Mack's great
grandfather, grandfather, father, and five brothers
were also jockeys. In 1915, at age 17 (not 15, as is
often mistakenly asserted), Garner led the nation's
jockeys in wins, by achieving 151 wins, and in
money won. He also was top money winner in
1929, winning $314,975, a record at the time. Gar

12, no. 1 (Fall–Winter 2004): 37–45.

"Escape of Slaves," CJ, February 2, 1856, 2.

uisition to Governor Charles Morehead (1855–1859)

of Kentucky for the return of Margaret to Ohio to
stand trial for murder, but it arrived after the Gar
ners had been sent down the river to other Gaines

brothers. No requisition was ever sent to any other
Southern state. The Garners were forgotten and
peace was restored to the streets of Cincinnati.
For abolitionists, the Garner case illuminated

(Ohio law for murder). Federal law took prece

cal tradition continued well into the 1950s, when

dence over state law. Chase, the Ohio governor and
an abolitionist, was personally torn because he was

Newport's Merle Gasdorf, apparently a relative of
Alfred, as a young boy played the drums on the

entrusted with enforcement of federal law and had

old Ted Mack Amateur Hour television show

to return the Garners to Kentucky.
This incident was one of several during the
1850s that, along with Harriet Beecher Stowe's
1852 publication of Uncle Tom's Cabin, popular
ized the plight of African American slaves. For
Margaret the death of her children was preferable
to slavery. Although the Garners failed in their
quest for freedom, it was Northern Kentucky's
best-known slave escape. Hundreds of abolition
ists could not do as much for the antislavery cause
as the Garners did, fanning the flames that eventu
ally erupted into the Civil War.

around 1955.
There were at least three other notable contribu

this event, and the Cincinnati Opera Company
was commissioned to produce Margaret Garner:
A New American Opera, which debuted in three

tors to the ragtime era who resided in Northern
Kentucky. In 1905 Louis H. Mentel, who lived in
Covington, wrote and published “A Daisy Girl,”
one of the 10 rags he composed; in 1910 Coving
ton's William M. Hickman wrote “Diplomat Rag",
and the most famous of this region's songwriters,
Haven Gillespie, crossed over to collaborate with
Lloyd Kidwell and Louis R. Strong in “Kyra: An
Oriental One-Step," in 1918. Northern Kentucky,
Cincinnati, St. Louis, and Indianapolis were cen
ters of ragtime, as this musical art form (one of the
few meldings of German American and African
American cultures) was performed on the vessels
that traveled up and down the Ohio River and in
so many of the communities on or near the river's

cities in 2005.

banks.

Toni Morrison was awarded the 1993 Nobel

Prize in literature for Beloved, a novel based on
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Hasse, John Edward. Cincinnati Ragtime: A List of
Composers and Their Works. Cincinnati: John
Edward Hasse, 1983.
“Musician Dies on West Coast: Albert Gasdorf." CE,
December 8, 1957, 95.
RootsWeb.com. “California Death Index." www

.rootsweb.com (accessed December 27, 2005).

Michael R. Sweeney
GAS LIGHTING AND GASWORKS. The

City Council of Covington on October 28, 1852,
approved a contract with James Southgate and his
associates to supply the city with gas. It was a 50
year franchise allowing the city to purchase gas at
half price for public streetlamps. The gas was gen
erated by the burning of coal (coke). Besides al
lowing the city government to set the gas rates for
users, the city held the right to purchase the Cov
ington Gas Light Company on or after January 1,
1869, or at five-year intervals thereafter. Amos
Shinkle became the president of that company. Its
gasworks, completed by early 1854, was located
along the Licking River, at the east end of Saratoga
St., and soon five miles of main lines ran beneath

Covington streets.
On June 11, 1857, an arrangement was made
with the City of Newport for the Covington works
to send gas to that Campbell Co. city via lines
across the Newport and Covington Suspension
Bridge. In October 1864, Newport had public gas
streetlights and 2.5 miles of mains. In November
1868, the citizens of Covington voted to purchase
the Covington Gas Light Company, but the City
Council balked at paying the estimated price of
$500,000. By 1880 Newport had 227 gas street
lights, and gas was being supplied by the Cincinnati
Gas and Electric Company via a 25-year contract.
Later, a small gasworks operated in Newport for
a short time as part of the Dueber Watch Case
Company.

In 1872 the Kentucky legislature chartered the
Newport Light and Fuel Company. Future Belle
vue mayor Gus Harms became an officer of that
concern. Another company, the Newport and Bel
levue Gas, Light, and Coke Company, was formed
about the same time with the intention of building
a plant to manufacture gas from coal for customers
in Newport, Bellevue, and Dayton, Ky.
In Maysville, the first gas charter was granted
in 1854 to the Maysville Gas Company to install
gaslights in that city. That act was amended in 1865

Transmission Company, and later Williams Broth
ers, were crisscrossing Northern Kentucky, and
gasworks were no longer needed.

appeared in 6 innings in a single game. He gave up
6 runs but did not figure in the decision. For his
major league career, he won 72 games and lost 63.
In retirement he was honored as a local hero for

Maysville Centennial Exposition Commission. As

We Look Back: Maysville, 1833–1933. Maysville,
Ky: Daily Independent, 1933.
Reis, Jim. “Former Bellevue Mayor Found Riches in
Mexico," KP, July 31, 2000,4K.
Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs. Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890." PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

decades. He worked as a Newport policeman. Gas

tright was a resident of the Campbell Co. Infirmary
in Cold Spring when he died at Speers Hospital in
Dayton in 1937. He was buried at St. Joseph Ceme
tery in Johns Hill.
Ellard, Harry. Baseball in Cincinnati. Reprint, Cin
cinnati: Ohio BookStore, 1987.

James, Bill, John Dewan, Neil Munro, and Don
GASTRIGHT, HANK (b. March 29, 1865, Cov

Zminda, eds. Bill James Presents STATS All

ington, Ky.; d. October 9, 1937, Dayton, Ky). Hank
Gastright, a professional baseball player, was born

STATS, 1998.

Heinrich Carl Gastreich. He was theson of Fredrick

and Catherine Borgman Gastreich, immigrants
from Sauerland in Northern Westphalia, Germany,

Time Major League Handbook. Skokie, Ill:

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 27530, for the year
1937.

Joseph F. Gastright

who arrived in the eastern United States in 1846.

They moved west to Covington, Ky., to join a colony
of neighbors who had followed their parish priest
there. The entire family had anglicized their name
to either Gastrich or Gastright by 1918.
Baseball was quite popular in Covington and
Newport before the Civil War (see Kenton Base
Ball Association). In this atmosphere, Hank
Gastright was encouraged to develop his baseball
skills. He was a six-foot-two-inch, 190-pound
pitcher, who both batted and threw right-handed.
His first year as a professional was with the Toledo
Mudhens in 1888. The Mudhens were in the Inter
national Association and were a feeder team for

the Columbus (Ohio) Colts (American Associa

tion). Gastright's statistics with the Mudhens are
unknown, but he was promoted to the major
league Colts in 1889.
He made his first major league debut for the
Colts on April 19, 1889. He pitched in 32 games
that season, compiling a record of 10 wins and 16
losses with an earned run average (ERA) of 4.57.
He ranked high in strikeouts, complete games, and
wild pitches. His 1890 season with the Colts was
outstanding in every way. He appeared in 48
games, winning 30 and losing only 3. His ERA was
2.94, and he struck out 199 batters in 401 innings.
In the 1891 season with the Colts, he completed
only 28 of the 35 games he started, but his ERA
rose to 3.78 with a record of 12 wins and 19 losses.

Gastright was traded to the Washington Sena
tors (National League) for the 1892 season. He ap
peared in 79 innings in 11 games with the Senators

for Solomon Salomon and associates to do the

and achieved a record of 3 wins and 3 losses with

same while building a $32,000 gasworks. In 1886
the charter was revised to allow that company to
furnish electric lights and power along with gas
within Maysville. That same year, the Citizens Gas
Light Company was incorporated to erect a local
gasworks and to furnish gas and gaslights to both
Maysville and the adjacent city of Chester. In 1903
electric lights were installed in the city of Maysville,
but coal gas continued to be available.
Eventually, streetlighting became electric with
few exceptions, and gas from coal was replaced by
natural gas piped into the area from the gas fields
in West Virginia and Pennsylvania. Soon, natural
gastransmission lines owned by the Columbia Gas

an ERA of 5.08. A move to the Pittsburgh Pirates
in 1893 brought 59 innings pitched with 3 wins
and 1 loss, but in midyear he was traded to the Bos
ton Beaneaters (N.L.), where he pitched in 199ames
and won 12 and lost 4, the best percentage in the
National League. Gastright's combined pitching
record for the 1893 season was quite good, and the
Boston team finished in first place.
During his last three years, 1894–1896, Gas
tright played for the Brooklyn Bridegrooms and
then played briefly for the Cincinnati Reds. He
played in 16 games for the Bridegrooms for a total
of 93 innings, his ERA soaring to 6.39. He sat out
the 1895 season. For the Reds on June 5, 1896, he

GATEWAY COMMUNITY AND TECHNI

CAL COLLEGE. Opened in 1998 as Northern
Kentucky Community and Technical College Dis
trict and renamed Gateway Community and Tech
nical College in 2002, this educational institution
operates multiple campuses. The main campus, at
500 Technology Way in Boone Co., was dedicated
in December 2005. This 30,000-square-foot con
crete and glass facility features four two-story lab
oratories designed to accommodate large indus
trial equipment, associated observation areas, a
computer-aided drafting lab, a library, class
rooms, and offices. Other campuses are located at
Covington–Park Hills (the former Northern Ken
tucky State Vocational and Technical School) and
at Edgewood (the former Northern Kentucky
Health Occupations Center). Gateway offers a va
riety of programs and degrees, including Associate
of Art and Associate of Science degrees, a nursing
program, and a computer-aided design program.
In 1940 the Kenton Co. Board of Education be

gan a vocational program at the Park Hills School
that included courses in sales and technical fields.

By 1941 the school was relocated to the old Federal
Building and Post Office, located at Scott and Third
Sts. in Covington. Three years later, in 1944, the
state board of education assumed control of the
Kenton Co. Vocational School, which then became

known as Northern Kentucky State Vocational
School and operated under that name until the late
1990s. In 1997 the Kentucky General Assembly
passed the Kentucky Postsecondary Education
Improvement Act, which included the establish
ment of the Kentucky Community and Technical

College System (KCTCS). This law created a system
of 16 districts throughout the state that operate to
gether to better serve their communities.
The newly created Northern Kentucky Com
munity and Technical College District (NKCTCD)
combined three independent existing campuses in
Northern Kentucky, which were operated by the
Kentucky Department of Education, into one col
lege with multiple campuses. These were the North
ern Kentucky State Vocational and Technical
School, which became known as the Covington
campus; the Northern Kentucky Health Occupa
tions Center, which became known as the Edge
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wood campus; and the Northern Campbell Voca
tional Technical School, which became known as

the Highland Heights campus. Michael McCall,
the president of KCTCS, announced in September
2001 that the main campus of the yet-unnamed
community college would be on 41 acres of newly
acquired land in Boone Co., just off the Mount
Zion exit of I-75–I-71.

In November 2001, Dr. G. Edward Hughes was
named the founding president and chief executive
officer of the NKCTCD. Since 1985, Hughes had
been president of the Hazard Community College
in Hazard and had helped that school become a
multicampus district serving about 3,800 students.
In March 2003 the Toebben Companies an
nounced a donation of $650,000 worth of land and

improvements to the Mount Zion project. This in
cluded the main drive into the new campus, Tech
nology Way, plus all of the water, sewer, gas, and
electric line hookups the campus would require.
This gift was accompanied by a $500,000 grant
from the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, used
to pave the road. The groundbreaking for the new
building was held on June 11, 2003.
In 2004 Gateway began a nursing program, in
support of which the St. Elizabeth Medical Cen
ter, located near the Edgewood campus, offered
$1.25 million over five years. Classes for this degree
started in fall 2004 with 40 students. In July 2004
the Health Resources and Services Administration,

a division of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, granted the program $739,589 to
recruit and train minority nursing students.
In September 2004 the U.S. Department of
Education awarded $1.6 million in a five-year
“strengthening institutions grant" to improve pro
grams and provide training for professors.
Gateway Community and Technical College
was ranked as the seventh-fastest-growing public
two-year college in the nation between 2004 and
2005. Gateway's vision for the future includes of
fering new degrees for the community. The college
has articulation agreements with area institutions
such as Northern Kentucky University and
Thomas More College, enabling its graduates to
pursue four-year degrees at the university level.
Gateway earned accreditation by the Commission
on Colleges of the Southern Association of Col
leges and Schools in 2008.
“Evening Classes in Vocational Education to Be
Started in Kenton,” KP February 7, 1940, 1.
“Feds Provide $1.6M Grant," KP, September 1, 2004,

The 40-bed, two-story, 66,000-square-foot facility
cost nearly $10 million. It is licensed by the State of
Kentucky as a Specialty–Acute Care Hospital. The
physical plant was originally designed with the po
tential to easily add a third floor, should more reha
bilitation beds later be needed. Physical therapy,
speech therapy, and occupational therapy are of.
fered at Gateway, along with aquatic therapy.
Stroke, spinal-cord injury, amputation, trauma,
and hip fracture are just a few of the many condi
tions treated. In its short history, Gateway has be
come a welcome addition to the region's health care
continuum, helping to contain spiraling health
care costs as it serves a specific clientele. According
to Gateway's brochure, its goal is to be "a hospital
that doesn't feel like a hospital.”
Burcham, James A., CEO and administrator of Gate

way Rehabilitation Hospital. Personal communi
cation, November 2004.

“State Votes to Take Over Kenton Vocational School,"
KP, December 16, 1944, 1.

"24-Hour Schedule Is Inaugurated at Vocational
School in Covington: Students Urged to Register."
KP, April 29, 1941, 1.
Elizabeth Comer Williams

GATEWAY REHABILITATION HOSPITAL.

Carrollton.

Wheeling purchased Amanda, his wife, for
$500 and then emancipated her sometime before
the 1850 federal census, which listed the family to
gether as free people of color living in Carrollton.
Wheeling Gaunt, then 35, had $1,000 of real estate
and was listed as a farmer. His wife, Amanda, was

age 29, and Nicholas Gaunt was 9 years old. In 1858
and 1859, Wheeling purchased in-lots 189 at Fifth
and Sycamore Sts; 287 on Seventh St., 135 at
Fourth and Main Sts., a large lot along the Ohio
River; and 136 on the southeast corner of Fourth
and Main Sts. in Carrollton.

ton, Ky.; d. May 10, 1894, Yellow Springs, Ohio).
Wheeling Gaunt, described as a mulatto, was born
into abject poverty as a slave, but over his lifetime
he amassed a large fortune and gave most of it away
in philanthropic projects. To this day, the poor
families of Yellow Springs, Ohio, receive a Christ
mas gift of 25 pounds of flour and 10 pounds of
sugar from the foundation Gauntestablished. The
funds for these donations came from a gift to the
community of nine acres (now Gaunt Park) that
the former slave owned next to Antioch College.
And in 1884 Wheeling Gaunt gave a $5,000 finan
cial contribution to enable Wilberforce College
(today Wilberforce University) at Wilberforce,
Ohio, to become one of the leading traditional
black colleges in the United States. Gaunt was a
friend and benefactor of Daniel A. Payne, the pre
siding bishop and an evangelist for the African
Methodist Episcopal(A.M.E.) Church and the first
president of Wilberforce College.
Wheeling Gaunt's slave owner during the
1840s was John R. Gaunt, an attorney at Carroll
ton. Wheeling's father was a white man, a leading

Ten years later, Wheeling Gaunt, age 45, re
mained in Carrollton, and his occupation was listed
as teamster. He had $1,500 in real estate and $3,000

in personal property. His wife was 38 years old, and
their son Nicholas was no longer living with them.
In 1860 Wheeling cashed out his Carrollton prop
erties for $2,800 and headed for Yellow Springs,
Ohio. Greene Co. historians in Ohio speculate that
he may have heard about Moncure Conway'seman
cipated slave colony at Yellow Springs, founded in
1862, or he may have followed Bishop Daniel A.
Payne to Wilberforce College. There may be an
even better link from Kentucky. The most famous
Underground Railroad conductor between
Louisville and Cincinnati, Elijah Anderson,
would have known Wheeling Gaunt very well, since
it was Anderson who established the Carrollton

and Kentucky River route for escaping slaves. An
derson often tookgroups of runaway slaves up from
Kentucky through northwestern Ohio to Sandusky,
and he would have known about the abolitionists,

black and white, at Yellow Springs.
Although the 1870 census of Greene Co., Ohio,

merchant, who sold Wheeling's mother to a slave

listed Wheeling Gaunt, worth $4,000 in real estate

trader when Wheeling was very young. In later
years, Wheeling claimed that he inherited his
knowledge of how to make and save money from
that first slaveowner-father. Wheeling married his

and $6,000 personal property, as just a day laborer,
he proved to be an excellent real estate speculator,
buying and selling town lots near Antioch College

first wife, Amanda, also a mulatto slave, in 1838 in

built a substantial two-story Greek Revival build
ing near the corner of N. Walnut and Dayton Sts.
and four small cottages he called "Gaunt cottages.”
In 1887, the first year of racial integration at Yellow
Springs, Gaunt ran for the city school board.

a typical slave wedding.
John R. Gaunt permitted Wheeling to earn his
freedom, as a few other Carroll Co. slave owners did

for their slaves. The money for Wheeling Gaunt's
emancipation was earned by picking apples and

shining shoes over and above his regular chores.
When John Gaunt died in 1841, his inventory of
properties listed “One Negro Man, Wheeling."
worth $600. Wheeling and another slave, Louisa,
were willed to John's wife Nancy and their children.
The emancipation bond of $500, dated May 5, 1845,
at the Carroll Co. Courthouse, between Nancy,
Alfred R. and John E. Gaunt; William Root; and

This hospital, located on Merchants St. in Florence,
Ky., received its first patient in December 2000.

Two years later, Wheeling Gaunt, a free person
of color, purchased a house and two lots in Car
rollton. He then purchased for $200 Nick, a slave
owned by M. D. Smith; the contract stated that
Nick was to be free on reaching the age of 21. Spec
ulation is that this boy, born in 1841, was Wheel
ing's son. In 1849 Wheeling purchased in-lots 138
and 139 at the corner of Fourth and High Sts. in

GAUNT, WHEELING (b. 1812–1815, Carroll

2K.

Gateway Community and Technical College. www
gateway.kctos.edu (accessed June 16, 2005).
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George Hinkley, witnessed by several justices of the
peace of Carroll Co., stated that on that day they
emancipated their slave, Wheeling.

between 1864 and 1890. For his residence, Gaunt

Although Gaunt never received any formal ed
ucation, he was very interested in Bishop Daniel A.
Payne's concepts of education for black citizens.

Gaunt's gifts to Wilberforce College began with his
donation of a sizable brick house and property that
Gaunt owned at 131 N. Walnut St., on the north

side of Yellow Springs. It was, at the time, valued at
$1,650. Then in 1884 he gave $5,000 in endowment
funds to support Wilberforce College and the
Payne Theological Seminary at Wilberforce.
The Gaunt holdings on the south side of Yellow
Springs, originally nine acres, became a gift to the
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community of Yellow Springs and the financial
source for the Christmas gifts to the poor. Named

Democratic central committee. When his good
friend James W. Cammack Sr., who later served

in his honor, Gaunt Park now contains Gaunt Pool,

as a judge, was married in Lexington in 1898, Gayle

baseball fields, and asleddinghill. Wheeling Gaunt
was also a major contributor to his church, the
Central Chapel, an A.M.E. church at the corner of

was an attendant. He was an unsuccessful candi

High and Davis Sts. in Yellow Springs. He donated

crat to the 56th U.S. Congress and served a little
over one year, from January 15, 1900, to March 3,
1901, before returning to his previous business in
terests, banking and tobacco. He died in 1942 and
was buried at the New Liberty Cemetery.

abell, the vestibule, and the belfry.
When his wife Amanda died in 1889, Wheel

ingerected a large, ornate marble tombstone in the
Glen Forest Cemetery at Yellow Springs. He mar

date for state auditor in 1899. As a result of the
death of Evan Settle, he was elected as a Demo

ried a second time, to Mrs. Elizabeth Nichols of

Xenia, Ohio, on July 2, 1890. Elizabeth received a
bequest of $7,000 when Wheeling died of Bright's
Disease in 1894, and she was asked to care for

Wheeling's sister, Louise Chandler, during her life
time. The remainder of his property Gaunt willed
to Wilberforce College and the Payne Theological
Seminary. The Yellow Springs Weekly Citizen as
serted that Wheeling Gaunt was the "richest col
ored man in Ohio" and stated that he was “known

to every distinguished man of his race, from Fred
Douglass to Bishop Payne." On May 18, 1894, both
blacks and whites from Wilberforce, Springfield,
Xenia, and Yellow Springs, Ohio, packed the church
and lined the funeral procession for Wheeling
Gaunt, the former Carroll Co., Ky., slave. He was
buried next to his first wife, Amanda, in the Glen

Forest Cemetery.
In addition to more than 15 Virginia blackfam
ilies whom Moncure Conway led to Yellow Springs
in 1862, a number of families from Northern Ken

tucky resettled at Yellow Springs. The 1870 U.S.
Census lists the following resettled Kentucky fami
lies as residents of Yellow Springs. Tolbert Baker,
Alfred Benning, Andrew Benning, Francis Botts,
John Cloak, Jackson Coffee, Henry Ford, Mack
Ford, Peter Ford, Alfred Henry, Benjamin Grimes,
Allen Jones, Eliza Lee, Charles Morgan, Anderson
Ramsey, Vincent Smith, William Talber, Charles
Webster, Charles Willis, and Harrison Wilson.

Claiborne, Karen. “Emancipated Gaunt Slave Pros
pered as a Free Man," Carrollton News Democrat,
February 2, 2004, 4.
Deal, Steve. “Wheeling Gaunt: Our Remarkable Pa
tron: What We Know. What We Think." www

yshistory.org/Gaunt.pdf (accessed July 25, 2006).
Emancipation Papers, Carroll Co. Courthouse, May
5, 1845, Carrollton, Ky.

Freedom from Religion Foundation. “Moncure Con
way House Designated Underground Railroad
Network to Freedom Sites." www.ffrf.org (accessed
July 25, 2006).
Karen Claiborne and

Biographical Cyclopedia of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky Chicago. John M. Gresham, 1896.
Biographical Directory of the United States Congress.
“June Ward Gayle.” http://bioguide.congress.gov
(accessed June 20, 2007).

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 19042, for the year
1942.

GAYS AND GAY RIGHTS. Before the 1960s,

murder. In 1989 Storer Cable of Northern Ken

the gay and lesbian community was largely invisi
ble. Legal and societal pressures kept most homo
sexuals out of the mainstream and out of the press.
Kentucky laws against sodomy were used to crimi
nalize and isolate homosexual behavior. Municipal
laws against cross-dressing, sometimes referred to
as “Halloween ordinances," as in Covington, for
bade dressing "with intent to counterfeit the op
posite sex." In June 1978 this law was tested before
Kenton Co. District Court judge Joseph Condit

court could not determine the sex of the accused

tucky aired a series of programs on gays. In 1994 a
Northern Kentucky University student group
called the Alliance of Gays, Lesbians, Bisexuals,
and Friends held a "coming out” event, in conjunc
tion with National Coming Out Day, giving gays
and lesbians the opportunity to announce their
sexuality. In 2002 Northern Kentucky Universi
ty's Common Ground Gay-Straight Alliance held
a national day of silence to underscore the silence
caused by harassment and discrimination.
In January 1999 Kentucky representative Kathy
Stein of Lexington first proposed adding sexual
orientation to the mandate of Kentucky's Human
Rights Commission. The proposal has not yet been
enacted. In July 1999 a survey of Northern Ken
tucky political leaders showed no inclination to fa

individuals with certainty except by a medical ex

vor such an ordinance. In 2000 the Cincinnati

amination. The ordinance was rescinded in 1990

chapter of PFLAG (Parents and Friends of Lesbi
ans and Gays) moved its annual banquet to Cov
ington to protest Cincinnati's adoption of antigay
language in the city charter. In October 2001 the
11th Annual National Out and Equal Workplace
Summit was held in Erlanger, also to protest Cin
cinnati's discriminatory legislation. In May 2001
the Northern Kentucky Fairness Alliance (NKFA)
Chapter of the Kentucky Fairness Alliance was of.
ficially formed. The Fairness Alliance objectives
are to educate the public about the GLBT (gay, les
bian, bisexual, and transgendered) community. It
also works with local and state government to pro
mote legislation supportive of gay rights and to
stop discriminatory legislation. In 2002 NKFA
featured a talk by Kentucky state senator Ernesto
Scorsone of Lexington, who later "came out" as a
gay man. On April 30, 2003, the City of Covington,
with broad support throughout the community,
unanimously passed an expanded Human Rights
Ordinance that added protection for sexual ori
entation and gender identity. Later that year, NKFA
celebrated with a fundraiser featuring speaker
Judy Shepard, mother of the nationally known
slain gay Matthew Shepard. At the same time,
Northern Kentucky University studied the possi
bility of introducing same-sex-partner health ben
efits for its employees. In December 2003, Greater
Cincinnati Community Shares honored Marian

when four African American men were arrested

for cross-dressing and their attorney argued that
the law forbidding it was unconstitutional. Condit
upheld the ordinance's constitutionality but dis
missed the case on a technicality, namely that the

when Condit was Covington city attorney.
Cross-dressing and female impersonation had
long been a part of the gay subculture. Locally, the
first documented reference to the topic involved
a man named Peaches, who performed as a “female
illusionist" from 1947 until 1949 at the Varga Club
at Sixth and York Streets in Newport. Gays and les
bians could gather as a community in places like
bars, health clubs, and public parks; evidence of
their doing so is derived from police reports. From
about 1966 until 1974, the Downstairs Club on

Madison Pk. in Kenton Co. was recognized as a
gay bar by homosexuals and heterosexuals alike.
In November 1968, a health club at 219 E. Second

St. in Covington, in the old Gateway Motel, was
raided for sodomy. In 1971 the Newport City

Diane Perrine Coon

Commission characterized the Riviera Club at

GAYLE, JUNE WARD (b. February 22, 1865,
New Liberty, Ky.; d. August 5, 1942, Owenton, Ky).
June W. Gayle, a legislator, was born in Owen Co.
to James and Sallie Green Gayle. He was educated
in New Liberty schools, including Concord Col
lege, and also attended Georgetown College,
Georgetown, Ky., for a short time. By age 16 he had
become an Owen Co. deputy sheriff, and between
1892 and 1896 he served as the county's high sher
iff. A Democrat, Gayle was a member of the state

from the 1969 Stonewall Riots in New York City.
During the early and mid-1970s in Cincinnati, a
gay church was organized and a pride festival be
gan. By May 1984, Bertram A. Workum, a reporter
for the Kentucky Post, outed himself as a gay male
in an article written for that newspaper. The public
announcement of his sexuality was in response to
an article by fellow reporter David Wecker, who
warned parents and their children not to wear red,
the identifying color for gays, at a gay and lesbian
day held at the Kings Island Amusement Park in
suburban Cincinnati. In July 1986 Sandy Cohen,
a well-respected Covington businessman and for
mer two-term city commissioner, mysteriously
disappeared. He had not publicly been known to
be gay, but Cohen's sexuality was revealed during
the days after his disappearance. His badly beaten
body was found in Cincinnati days later, and two
22-year-old male hustlers were found guilty of his

Second and York Sts. in Newport as a gay bar.
Within a week, the club was raided for liquor viola

tions. Numerous other gay bars existed through
out the Northern Kentucky region.
A slow change in legal and societal perceptions
began to take place by the 1980s. In 1968 a series of
articles appeared in the Cincinnati Enquirer deal
ing negatively with gays and lesbians and noting
that a Mattachine Society based in Cincinnati was
working for civil rights for homosexuals. Part of
the national and local change in attitudes derived

GENERAL BUTLER STATE RESORT PARK

Weage of Fort Thomas with the McCrackin Peace
and Justice Award for her advocacy on behalf of
homosexuals.

In 1985 the city of Florence, concerned about
homosexual activity taking place at the Florence
Mall restrooms and I-75 rest areas, toughened its
law against sodomy. In November a man chal
lenged the ordinance and was convicted in Feb
ruary 1988. In November 1988 three men were
charged with sodomy in Carroll Co. In 1992 the
Kentucky Supreme Court ruled that the Kentucky
state sodomy law was unconstitutional.
In 2003 Kentucky governor Paul Patton (1995–
2003) signed an executive decree providing for
protection of executive department employees
based upon sexual orientation. In April 2006 Ken
tucky governor Ernie Fletcher (2004–2008) re
pealed this order. In 2004 the Kentucky General
Assembly proposed a constitutional amendment
banning same-sex marriage, which passed in the
Novemberelection. The amendment followed both

state and national Defense of Marriage acts.
Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, the AIDS
(Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome) crisis
was gaining recognition. The earliest newspaper
recorded AIDS death of a Northern Kentuckian

was June 1983. From 1985 on, the local newspapers
covered the AIDS crisis with growing concern
and diligence. In May 1987 Northern Kentuckian
Gary Bauer expressed the views of some conser
vatives who espoused abstinence versus condom
use (see Birth Control) as a check on AIDS and

School. Graduating from Ohio State University
with a BA and an MA in history, he moved to San
Francisco, enrolled in a doctoral program at the
University of California—Berkeley, and became a
gay rights activist, serving as campaign manager
for Harvey Milk, a San Francisco city supervisor
who was assassinated. In the early 1980s, Krausbe
came a staff member for U.S. representative Phillip
Burton of California. Author Randy Shilts, in his
best-sellingbook And the Band Played On (1987),
detailed Kraus's work on behalf of people suffering
from AIDS. The book appeared one year after
Kraus's own death from AIDS in 1986, at age 38. In
1993 the book was made into an HBO movie, and

actor Ian McKellen played the role of Kraus. In
2008 Northern Kentucky University expanded
employee health care benefits to include coverage
for domestic partners.
Biesk, Joe. “Kentucky Overwhelmingly Says Yes to
No-Gay-Marriage,” KE, November 3, 2004, A11.
“Bishops Soften Stance: Condoms Accepted in AIDS
Education," KP December 11, 1987, 1K.

Bliss, Betsy. “Homos' Fighting Legal Bias,” CE, No
vember 11, 1968, 1.
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signed to play center field in the Blue Grass League
for the Paris, Ky., team. Baseball was not very lu
crative, so in 1922 Geaslen applied, successfully,
for a position with the Louisville and Nashville
Railroad (L&N). During the Great Depression,
Geaslen was laid off by the railroad. He then went
to work for the Kentucky Post in Central Ken
tucky, managing circulation. To help boost the pa
per's circulation, he carried a notebook and a cam
era and wrote human-interest stories about people
he met along his route. His tactic paid off, with lo
cals subscribing to see whom he had included in
his column. When World War II began, Geaslen
was called back by the L&N Railroad. Although
he engineered by day, the writing bug had bitten.
He contributed a weekly column, Strolling along
Memory Lane, for the Kentucky Post and wrote
historical articles for the Kentucky Times-Star
and the Cincinnati Enquirer. Following his re
tirement from the railroad in 1966 at age 70, he
continued to write and to carry out research on
Northern Kentucky history. He was the author of
three books, which were compilations of his col
umns. They were titled Strolling along Memory

Fogarty, Bob. “Four Win Dismissal of Dress Code

Lane, volumes 1, 2, and 3. He also wrote a book

Charges,” KE, June 21, 1978, A2.
Houck, Jeanne. “Florence Toughens Gay Law,” KP
September 6, 1985, 1K.
Kreimer, Peggy. “New Group Sustains Families
through Loss to AIDS,” KP, November 8, 1988, 1K.

called Our Moment of Glory in the Civil War,
which was reprinted in 2007. Geaslen married Lu
cille Huber in 1928, and they had four children,
Sue, John, Margaret, and Kathy. He died at the Ma
donna Manor Nursing Home in 1986 and was bur
ied at St. Mary's Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.

Long, Paul A. “Bishop Said Mass at Gay Symposium:
Bishop Hughes Criticized," KP June 16, 1992, IK.
Rutledge, Mike."Gay Rights Law OK'd," KP, April 30,

“Chester Geaslen, 89, Local Historian, Writer,” KP,

blamed the spread of AIDS on the erosion of moral
values. Church leaders did not necessarily agree.
For example, William Hughes, bishop of the Ro
man Catholic Diocese of Covington, was part of a
panel of the United States Catholic Conference
that sought tolerance for educational programs
that described how condoms may prevent thespread
of AIDS. Throughout his episcopacy, Hughes con
tinued to seek tolerance for gays and lesbians. He
officiated at a mass at a gay symposium in 1992 in
Chicago and established an Inclusive Church
Commission in the diocese to study and recom

2003, 1K.

"Sodomy Law Illegal: Justices Uphold Right of Pri
vacy," KP September 25, 1992, 1K.
Speers, William J. “Living the Gay Life,” CE, Novem
ber 4, 1971, Magazine section, 30.
Wecker, David. “Drawing the Line at Kings Island,”

the homosexual and heterosexual communities

alike, a constitutional amendment was proposed
in December 1993 in the Kentucky General As
sembly against anal sex (sodomy) so as to prevent
the spread of AIDS. It subsequently failed. The first
acknowledged Northern Kentucky contribution to
the national AIDS Memorial Quilt was in Novem

ber 1992 by Larry Barr.
One of the nationally known activists on be
half of U.S. congressional funding for AIDS re
search was Bill Kraus. Born in Fort Mitchell in
1947, Kraus attended Blessed Sacrament School.

When he was 13 years old, his family moved to
Cincinnati, where he attended St. Xavier High

vols. Newport, Ky. Otto, 1971–1974.
Deborah Kohl Kremer

KP. May 4, 1984, 1K.
GENERAL

Whitehead, Shelly. “Hero to Thousands, Unknown at
Home: Ft. Mitchell Native Joined AIDS Fight
Early," KP September 10, 1993, IK.

Workum, Bertram A. "Cohen Found Brutally Mur
dered," KP, July 11, 1986, 1K.

Charles King

BUTLER

STATE

RESORT

PARK. The General Butler State Resort Park in

Carroll Co. was formally presented to the Ken
tucky State Park Commission at the park dedica
tion ceremony on August 12, 1931, as Butler Me
morial State Park. The park was named for the
illustrious Butler family, known for their military

mend proposals for gays, lesbians, and the handi

capped. In 1988 the first Northern Kentucky group
to help persons who lost family and friends to
AIDS was founded. This organization was followed
by others, such as AIDS Volunteers Serving To
gether (1991), the predecessor of the current AIDS
Volunteers of Northern Kentucky. By the 1990s,
despite increasing awareness that AIDS affected

January 7, 1986,3B.

Geaslen, Chester F. Strolling along Memory Lane. 3

GEASLEN, CHESTER F (b. February 21, 1896,
Cincinnati, Ohio; d. January 6, 1986, Villa Hills,
Ky). Chester F. Geaslen, athlete, railroad engineer,
reporter, and historian, was the oldest of the three
children born to Joseph and Clara Geaslen. When
Chester was six, the Geaslens moved to 1614

Banklick St. in Covington, to be closer to his fa
ther's employer, the Stewart Iron Works, which
had just relocated to 17th and Madison. In 1917
Chester Geaslen, along with some friends, joined
the U.S. Marine Corps. They were sent to Parris Is
land, S.C., for basic training, then to France to fight
in World War I. In 1918 Geaslen was wounded in

the hand during combat at Verdun, France. When
the war was over, he returned to Covington and
tried several occupations. A fine athlete, he en
rolled at Xavier University in Cincinnati, simply
for the chance to play on the school football team.
He also tried professional baseball and pitched
batting practice for the Cincinnati Reds. When his
career with the Reds did not advance, Geaslen

and political contributions from Colonial times
through the Civil War. Oscar W. Geier of Car
rollton, who sponsored the local citizen movement
along with the Carrollton Tobacco Board, presented
the deed of the old Butler Homestead, known today
as the Butler-Turpin State Historic House,
along with 300 acres, to create the park.
The acreage had been acquired with the help of
the Tobacco Board. Since Carrollton was a tobacco

market, the Tobacco Board of Trade had formed

a plan whereby a small amount of tobacco was
contributed by each member of this organization
for some years, then sold. In a few years, a sum
amounting to $22,000 had accumulated to be used
for community benefit. These funds purchased the
initialland for the Butler Memorial State Park. The

site was developed by the state and federal govern
ments through the Civilian Conservation Corps
(CCC), the National Youth Administration, and

the Works Progress Administration (WPA). The
workers who built the park had little more than a
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GENE SNYDER AIRPORT

contributed

when first built in 1859. The Butler family cemetery
is restored and protected. The original log house of
the Butler family who settled at the mouth of the
Kentucky River in 1796 is now a place where stu
dents of archaeology can explore the past.

$155,408 through December 1935 to the building
of Butler Memorial State Park. Improvements

Brooks, James W. "American History by Motor."
Washington (D.C.) Sunday Star, January 18, 1931.

made with these funds included a bathhouse, shel

“Butler Memorial State Park." Kentucky Progress 3,

view to begin with; however, the hand-cut stone
walls, pavilions, and an overlook that they fash
ioned still remain as testimonies to their expert
stonemasonry.
The

National

Park

Service

the Kentucky Aeronautical Association to expand
the operation to include taxiways and additional
hangars.
AirNov.com. “K62 Gene Snyder Airport, Falmouth,

Kentucky, USA." www.airnav.com/airport/Kö2

terhouses, a lookout tower, a parking area, a water
system, trails, bridges, picnic grounds, trail-side
seats, public camp grounds, a custodian lodge, an
incinerator, service buildings, latrines, landscap
ing, guardrails, drinking fountains, picnic tables,
camp stoves, park roads, and a lake about one mile
long. Through 1941 the federal government con
tinued to fund improvements, including a boat
house, a diving tower, and a service building. With
the beginning of World War II, further develop
ment was delayed.
The next major development occurred during
the period 1948 through 1955. Approximately a
half million dollars were applied to new construc
tion and renovation. Land acquisitions increased
the size of the park to around 800 acres, 10 new
cottages were added, the old cottages built by the
CCC were renovated, the trading post was reno
vated and expanded, the bathhouse was rebuilt
and the bathing beach was enlarged, the Butler
Home was restored and furnished, a complete
new group camp was constructed, the picnic fa
cilities were expanded, a new service building
was built, a new riding stable and trails were
completed, and a new recreation area was devel
oped. Final plans were completed and a contract
was let during the latter part of 1955 for a new
lodge, but construction was stopped at the foun
dation stage and the present lodge was not built
until the early 1960s.
From 1960 through 1968, approximately $1.7
million was applied to additional development. The
largest new facility was the present lodge, com
pleted and placed in operation on October 31,
1962. The setting and architectural character of
this lodge make it one of the most spectacular in
the Kentucky park system. The lodge was designed
by Braun and Ryan, architects and engineers of
Louisville. The initial construction included 24
rooms, and 8 additional rooms were financed from

a $43 million revenue bond issue in 1965, to bring
the total to 32 rooms. Other major developments
have included a new nine-hole golf course located
near the lodge, a new miniature golf course in the
day-use area, a new expanded camping area, reno
vation or reconstruction of every building in the
park, a complete new water and sewerage system,
and new roads and parking.
The park retains many of the original elements
from the early years. The beautiful stonemasonry
construction can still be seen laced throughout the
landscape. The manmade lake built more than 75
years ago now looks like a natural lake. It is diffi
cult to believe that the preserved woodland areas,
akin to the landscape in Kentucky at the early, un
settled stage, were once barren farmland. The
homestead, known today as the Butler-Turpin
State Historic House, stands as stately as it did

(accessed June 5, 2006).

Lovelace, Donnie. Interview by Aprile Conrad Red
den, September 29, 2006, Falmouth, Ky.

no. 12 (August 1931).
Michael D. Redden and

Evelyn Welch
Aprile Conrad Redden
GENE SNYDER AIRPORT. The Gene Snyder
Airport, located off Ky. Rt. 22 West, at 400 Gene
Snyder Airport Dr., just four miles northwest of
Falmouth, was built on the former farm of Henry
Auchter and portions of surrounding farms. It was
the fifth airport established in Pendleton Co. The
first known airport was a grass strip located on the
county's old poor farm, on the Licking River bot
toms of Hayes Station Rd., just north of Falmouth.
The second known airport was also a grass strip,

GEOGRAPHY. See Dry Ridge Trace, Geol
ogy, Glaciers; Licking River, Ohio River;
Weather and Climate.

GEOLOGY. Northern Kentucky stretches for
more than 110 miles (176 km) along the Ohio River
from Mason Co. in the east to Carroll Co. in the

west. The northern boundary of seven counties
within this area (Boone, Bracken, Campbell, Car

located on the site of the current Pendleton Co.

roll, Gallatin, Kenton, and Mason) is the Ohio

Athletic Park on U.S. 27 North in Falmouth. The

River. The Licking River divides Campbell and
Kenton counties, flows through Pendleton Co.,
and forms the southwestern boundary of Robert
son Co. The Kentucky River bisects Carroll Co.
and forms the western boundary of Owen Co.
Grant Co.'s Dry Ridge is a dividing point between
tributaries flowing into the Kentucky River to the
west and into the Licking River to the east.
The physiographic regions of Kentucky are
defined by the surface topography. Northern
Kentucky sits in the northern part of the Interior
Low Plateaus Region, in the Outer Bluegrass sub
section. This unglaciated area of gently dipping
Paleozoic-age sedimentary rocks has relatively
moderate topographic relief. The modern surface
topography resulted from the entrenchment of
the drainage systems that occurred before, dur
ing, and after the Pleistocene glacial advances.
The Outer Bluegrass subsection is more highly
dissected than the rolling Central Bluegrass. The
Northern Kentucky region is characterized by
deeper valleys than the other subsections, both be
cause of the nearness of the entrenched valley of

next one was a grass strip at Shannings, just south
of Falmouth, during the 1950s. The last grass air
strip to serve Pendleton Co. was located along the
Licking River bottoms on Licking Valley Rd., in
the vicinity of Kincaid Lake State Park, and in
cluded five hangars.
The paved Gene Snyder Airport, after being
approved by the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) and the Kentucky Aeronautical Associa
tion, was dedicated on August 11, 1984. The found
ing members of the airport board were Robert Bay,
Hildreth Kidd, Dr. Robert McKinney, Lloyd
Spaulding, and Paul Tuemier. The first board's at
torney was Robert Bathalter. U.S. congressman
Gene Snyder of Kentucky and U.S. secretary of
transportation Elizabeth Dole were instrumental
in obtaining the new airport for Pendleton Co.
The Gene Snyder Airport, whose FAA identi
fier is K62, sits at an estimated elevation of 898 feet
above mean sea level. There is no control tower at

the airport. The airframe and power-plant services
are classified as major. However, there is no bottled
or bulk oxygen available. The 4,000-by-75-foot as
phalt northeast-southwest runway is considered to
be in good condition. It has a single-wheel weight
bearing capacity of 12,500 pounds, with medium
intensity edge lights on the runway.
Unlike many publiclanding facilities of its size,
the airport offers pilots the ability to refuel on an
around-the-clock basis, using a credit card system.
Pilots also have access to an outside telephone line
and a small terminal. The airport has four small
and two large paved hangars, in addition to tie
downs. There are typically five planes in one of the
large hangars and as many as nine in the other. The
airport is used quite often for refueling and emer
gency landings.
In April 2006, there were 23 airplanes based at
the field, including 22 single-engine aircraft. At
that time, the Gene Snyder Airport was averaging
96 aircraft operations per week. There is currently
a waiting list to use the airport's hangars. The vol
unteer airport board is working with the FAA and

the Ohio River and because the bedrock in this

area is mostly composed of interbedded Ordovi
cian limestone and shale. These rocks are more

easily eroded than other sedimentary formations.
The surface topography is influenced by the
kinds of rock that lie underneath. Although sand
stone and shale occur throughout the region, much
of the area is underlain by limestone. Karst topog
raphy, defined by limestone formations that are
easily eroded to form sinkholes and underground
streams, is well developed where these formations
are near the surface.

The Outer Bluegrass overlays the Cincinnati
Arch, a positive geologic feature composed of a
thicksequence of Paleozoic-era sedimentary rocks.
These layers date to between 570 and 285 million
years ago, although the oldest rocks exposed on

the surface in Kentucky belong to the Ordovician
period (505-438 million years ago).
The Precambrian rocks are ancient sedimen

tary layers that cover much of the Midwest. They

GEOLOGY

are part of the deeply buried Laurentia craton (the
large nucleus of the continent) and are buried at
least severalthousand feet deep. The Laurentia cra
ton is part of the larger North American Plate.
How these deeply buried layers were formed is not
known. The passive behavior of the Laurentia cra
ton is characterized by subdued subsidence and
gentle uplift. These stable layers are called base
ment features. This long, inactive basement under
lies the Paleozoic sedimentary layers.
The Paleozoicera includes seven geological peri
ods dating from 570 to 285 million years ago. These
successive layers of sedimentary rock formed in al
ternating shallow saline seas, swamps, and dryland.
Weathering and erosion marked the dry periods,
often allowing for little or no soil formation during
those periods. Even the rock layers were eroded
away. Fossils are found in many of these layers.
The oldest rocks exposed on the surface in
Northern Kentucky belong to the Ordovician pe
riod (505-438 million years ago), except in eastern
Mason Co., where the more recent Silurian-period
rocks are the oldest. Ordovician sedimentary for
mations were deposited in alternating shallow and
deeper salt-water seas. Limestone is the predomi
nant resulting bedrock. Shale is also found layered
with the limestone, and dolomite forms a deeper
subsurface layer from this period. The most com
mon fossils from this period are bryozoans (fossil
coral). Other common fossils include brachiopods,
cephalopods, trilobites, horn coral, snails, clams,
echinoderms, and graptolites.
Limestone is derived from the hard parts of
ancient sea life and formed generally in clearwater.
Shale is formed from silts and clay and often in
cludes calcareous shell and skeletal fragments of
sea creatures. Deposits of sediments and the re
mains of sea animals and plants settled to the sea
floor in horizontal layers. Compression over time
pressed out any trapped water. The remaining ma
terial was cemented together, and the result is
modern bedrock of varying types.
At the end ofthe Ordovician period, the area was
again dry land and subject to erosion. The sea soon
returned and through the Silurian period varied
from shallow to deep water. In eastern Mason Co.,
dolomite and dolomitic limestone is interbedded

with clay shales. In this period, coral reefs were very

Around the end of the Permian period, a major
mountain-building event called the Alleghenian
Orogeny occurred. The combined continents of
Europe and Africa collided with North America.
This event lifted up the Appalachian Mountains
and caused further uplift to the Cincinnati Arch.
As a result, during the Mesozoic era and for much
of the Tertiary period of the Cenozoic era, Ken
tucky was above sea level and experienced a non
depositional environment. Northern Kentucky
was exposed to an erosional, weathering environ
ment through the remainder of the prehistoric
time periods up to beginning of the Quaternary
period. The uplifted surface was initially a flat plain
known as the Lexington peneplain.
This environment prohibited the formation of
thick bedrocklayers. As a result, no dinosaur bones
have been recovered from Northern Kentucky.
With no physical record, it is not known whether
they roamed Northern Kentucky, but a few rem
nant fossils have been recovered in the Jackson

Purchase in southwestern Kentucky.
This nondepositional environment character
ized Northern Kentucky until the Quaternary pe
riod of the Cenozoic era. The Quaternary is best
known as the Ice Age. During the period from 1.8
million years ago to about 12,000 years ago, gla

successive advances and retreats of glaciers in the
local region. The glaciers left deposits of loess
(windblown) soil and sand, and glacial outwash
along the Ohio River. In contrast, the major soil
deposits along the Kentucky River and Eagle Creek
are from slack water clay and silty alluvium caused
by localized flooding, not from glacial deposition.
The modern topography of Northern Ken
tucky is the result of a combination of factors, then.
The underlying bedrock formed as horizontal sed
imentary layers in a succession of salt-water seas.
These horizontal layers were uplifted to form the
Cincinnati Arch. Succeeding geologic periods saw
the erosion of surface layers, leaving the Ordovi
cian bedrock layers at the top of the Cincinnati
Arch. Glacial advances and retreats during the
Quaternary period left varying depths of wind
blown soil (loess) and glacial outwash, including
sand and gravels along the major river valleys.
Modern soil formed both from glacial deposits
and from weathering of the limestone and shale
bedrock. The environment had shifted to a more

depositional one during the Pleistocene Ice Age.
However, the erosional environment also contin

ues with the downcutting of stream valleys, creat
ing stream channels, ravines, and other dissected
features in the old Lexington peneplain.

ciers advanced into the United States from Can

ada and retreated. The glaciers had a profound ef
fect on the creation of the local modern drainage
system, including the Ohio River, soil formation,
and the deposition of glacial outwash along the
major river valleys. The Licking River is one of the
few local preglacial rivers that still flows close to its
old course. The present channels of the Ohio River
and other local streams are a direct result of the

Davis, Richard A. Cincinnati Fossils: An Elementary
Guide to the Ordovician Rocks and Fossils of the
Cincinnati, Ohio, Region. Cincinnati: Cincinnati

Museum of Natural History, 1992.
Kentucky Geological Survey. “Geologic Map of Ken
tucky." www.uky.edu/KGS geoky!geologymap.htm
(accessed July 25, 2006).
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.

KENTUCKY GEOLOGIC PERIODS

Era/Period
Precambrian Paleozoic Era

Age (Millions of
Years Ago)

Occurrence

Before 544 million

Buried deeply, no surface exposure

Cambrian period

570–505

Buried deeply, no surface exposure

Ordovician period

505-438

Central to Northern Kentucky, crest of

Silurian period
Devonian period

438–408
408–360

Around edges of Arch, eastern Mason Co.
Around edges of Arch, not in Northern
Kentucky

Mississippian period

360–325

Eastern, South Central, and Western Kentuck

Pennsylvanian period
Permian period

325–280

Eastern and Western Kentucky coal fields

Cincinnati Arch

common. The most common fossils include brachi

opods, cephalopods, echinoderms, and clams.
The Ordovician-Silurian transition also saw

the gradual uplift that formed the Cincinnati Arch.
Buried interior basins of North America are sepa
rated by broad uplifted arches such as the Cincin
nati Arch. To the east and west, the bedrock dips
into the Appalachian Basin on the east and the Il
linois Basin on the west.

280–248

Not found in Kentucky, except possibly in

Mesozoic Era

Triassic period

248-208

Jurassic period
Cretaceous period

208–146

Jackson Purchase

146–65

Jackson Purchase

Tertiary period

65–1.8

Jackson Purchase

Quaternary period
Pleistocene epoch

1.8-present

Erosion and weathering removed all traces of
the later Paleozoic periods from the Northern
Kentucky region, except in eastern Mason Co., as
noted. Ordovician-period rock is present in east
ern Mason Co., but the Silurian bedrock, which

has not eroded, overlays it. Rocks and fossils from
later periods, such as the Devonian, the Mississip
pian, and the Pennsylvanian, are found elsewhere
in Kentucky, but not in this region.
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Cenozoic Era

Holocene epoch

1.8 million-12,000 yrs. Along Ohio River margins in Northern
before present
Kentucky, glacial advances; formation of
modern river systems
12,000 to present
Present-day topography of state
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GERMAN AMERICANS

tion of German descent had reached 22%. The first

The first Germans in Kenton Co. were George
Jaeger and Johannes Strader (Straeter), who ex
plored the Licking River with Simon Kenton in
1771. In 1774 several Germans from Virginia, in
cluding Jacob Harrod, Abraham Hite (Heit), and
Jacob and Johann Sodowsky, came down the Ohio
River and camped at the mouth of the Licking
River, both of the Sodowsky brothers lived for a
time in Campbell Co. and later moved elsewhere.
German settlers began to arrive in the 1790s, espe
cially from Pennsylvania; one of them was Ed

German settlers came from the Carolinas, Vir

mund Rittenhaus, a relative of the well-known as

Potter, Paul Edwin. Exploring the Geology of the
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Region. Special
Publication 22, Series 11. Lexington: Kentucky

Geologic Survey, Univ. of Kentucky, 1996.
Jeannine Kreimbrink
GERMAN AMERICANS. German Americans

were one of the major immigrant groups to settle
in Northern Kentucky. By 1790 Kentucky's popu
lation was 14% German, and by 1990 the popula

ginia, and Pennsylvania and had immigrated to
America before the Revolutionary War. Their
main route was via the Cumberland Gap into
southern Kentucky, and their settlement area of
choice was the Bluegrass region. In the 19th cen
tury, Germans entered the state directly from Eu
rope, with the Ohio River being the major travel
route to Kentucky. By the 1850s, Cincinnati had
developed into one of the three major urban cen
ters of the German immigration, along with St.
Louis, Mo., and Milwaukee, Wis., thereby making
the Greater Cincinnati area, including Northern
Kentucky, one corner of the so-called German Tri
angle. German immigration to and settlement in
the region reflected similar patterns and origins.
The first Germans in Boone Co. arrived in 1785.

They were the family of Johannes Tanner, who es
tablished Tanner's Station, a trading post that even
tually developed into the city of Florence; north
of the Ohio River, the first Germans did not arrive

until 1788–1789. Tanner was a German Baptist
preacher from Pennsylvania, whose congregation
had moved with him to the German settlement of

Germanna, Va. News of Tanner's Station spread
back to Germanna, as well as to Pennsylvania, caus
ing more Germans to migrate to Northern Ken
tucky. For example, in 1805, 14 families arrived
from a settlement on the Rapidan River in Virginia
in Conestoga wagons, a frontier vehicle devised by
the Pennsylvania Germans. The group formed the
Hopeful Lutheran Church in 1806, the oldest
Protestant church west of the Allegheny Moun
tains. In 1813 they called Pastor Wilhelm Carpen
ter (Zimmermann) from the Hebron Church in

Madison Co., Va., and the congregation grew, at
tracting more Germans to the area. Carpenter, who
had served in the Virginia division of Gen. Peter
Muehlenberg during the Revolutionary War, estab
lished a church school. As a result of the growing
congregation, the town of Florence was founded,
but it was not incorporated until 1830. By 1880 its
population had risen to around 600, and the town
included six churches, several schools, and a

brewery.
Campbell Co., organized in 1794, had several
Germans among property owners in the city of
Newport. Germans were engaged in a variety of
occupations; for example, the first tavern was es
tablished by a German (1795). They also built roads
and introduced the first brewery and the first vine
yards in the hills of Campbell Co., and German
mechanics helped construct the paddle wheeelers
on the Licking River. German women introduced
weaving as well.

body."keeping intellectually fit as well. Their inter
ests therefore were not only social but also cultural
and political.
The influx of German immigrants trans
formed the region socially, culturally, religiously,
and politically and was not without conflict in the
1850s, when German Americans met with nativist

opposition in the form of the Know-Nothing
movement. There was a cultural clash between the

predominantly Anglo nativists and the recently
arrived immigrants, which was best symbolized
by the two groups differing ideas about Sunday.

tronomer and scientist David Rittenhouse. In 1815

On the one hand was the notion of the Puritan

the city of Covington was formed and named in
honor of Gen. Leonard Covington, whose father
had immigrated to Maryland from the Alsace re
gion and whose name originally was written as
Korfingthan or Kurfingthan.
After the conclusion of the Napoleonic era by
means of the Congress of Vienna in 1815, German
immigration greatly increased, especially after the
revolutions of 1832–1833 and 1848 in Europe; dur
ing this period Germans immigrated for political
as well as economic reasons. Many were attracted
by the existing German element of the region and
by the glowing reports of the area by the German
Moravian missionary Johann Heckewelder in
1797 and by travel authors such as Charles Seals

Sunday and on the other the Continental Sunday.

field and Gottfried Duden, who wrote in the 1820s.
These works commented on the beautiful river val

The former held that no business or social activi

ties should take place on Sunday, whereas the lat
ter held that Sunday afternoons were the time for
social activities, such as festivals and picnics, and
that businesses, such as beer gardens, restaurants,
and cafés, should be open. A number of encoun
ters occurred in which the nativists took action

against German American activities. For example,
in 1856 the Covington Turners were attacked by a
nativist mob during a parade held in conjunction
with a German-style picnic.
Nativist hostilities subsided with the growing
sectional crisis that led to the Civil War; German

Americans supported the new immigrant-friendly
Republican Party. Although Kentucky was neu
tral at the outbreak of the war, Germans from

ley, the rich and cheap farmland, the political and
religious freedoms, and the presence of Germans
in the area, all factors that attracted immigrants.
The emerging German-language press of Cincin
nati, beginning especially with the Volksblatt in
the 1830s, as well as that of Louisville, also helped
to publicize the area.
In ensuing years, Florence, Newport, and Cov
ington developed as the major German American
urban centers of Northern Kentucky. German con
gregations especially began to emerge in the 1840s.

Northern Kentucky joined the ranksofthe 9th Ohio
Volunteer Infantry Regiment formed by the Cincin
nati Turners, the 32nd Indiana Volunteer Infantry
Regiment formed by Germans in southeastern In

In 1841 the German Catholics formed their con

Information on these groups can be found in the
historical journal Der Deutsche Pionier, edited by

gregation in Covington with Rev. Ferdinand Kühr,
considered the German patriarch of Covington.
Their church, the Mutter Gottes Kirche, or Mother

of God Catholic Church, stands today as one of
the most majestic church edifices of Northern
Kentucky. Other congregations followed in Cov
ington, such as the German Protestant Evangelical
Church (1847). Churches also established schools

and various charitable institutions and sponsored
German-style social events and picnics. For many
Germans, life revolved around their particular
congregation, which became the center of their re
ligious, educational, social, and cultural life.
German secular societies also developed, such
as the Covington Turngemeinde (1855), begun by
the Turner Movement. The first such society had
been formed in Cincinnati in 1848 by refugees of
the 1848 revolution, including Friedrich Hecker,
leader of the revolution in Baden, Germany. The

diana, and other German units formed later in Lou
isville. Pride in German American achievements,

especially having to do with service in the Union
Army in the Civil War, led to the formation of the
German Pioneer Society of Cincinnati in 1869 and
then to the German Pioneer Society of Covington
in 1877; another branch formed later in Newport.

Heinrich A. Rattermann, and in the records of the

German Pioneer Society of Covington at the Ken
ton Co. Public Library in Covington.
The growth and development of German Amer
ican societies nationally led to the founding of the
National German American Alliance in Philadel

phia in 1901. It was made up of statewide alliances of
umbrella organizations of German American soci
eties formed at the city level. Both Newport and
Covington had branches of the German-American
Alliance; the Covington branch included 27 organi
zations, such as the Turners and the German Pio

word Turner came from the German word turnen,

neer Society. These and other branches across the
state affiliated together as the German-American
State Alliance of Kentucky, with headquarters in
Covington. Its president was Alfred Reinhardt of
Newport, and its secretary, the driving force of the
organization, was Alban Wolff, head of the Wolff
Printing Company of Covington, located at 404

which means to turn, move, and exercise; the Turn

Scott St.

ers believed in keeping physically fit. However,
they were more than a gymnastic group, because
they also believed in a "sound mind in a sound

-

The German-American State Alliance took an

active role in political affairs, strongly opposing
Prohibition and supporting German bilingual
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education in the public schools, as well as physical
education based on Turner principles. It and its lo
cal branches also sponsored the annual celebration
of German Day, which marked the founding of
the first permanent German settlement in Amer
ica at Philadelphia on October 6, 1683. For exam
ple, in conjunction with the German-American
Bicentennial of German Day in 1883, the Newport
Turners celebrated their 23rd gymnastic and song
fest event at Turner Hall in Newport, and the Cov
ington German Pioneer Society organized a pa
rade. A church service was held at the Salem

Methodist Episcopal Church in Newport (see Sa
lem United Methodist Church) that also com
memorated the birth of the German Protestant re

former Martin Luther. A cross-section of religious
and secular institutions and organizations thus
joined together in celebrating the German heritage
of the nation, as well as of Northern Kentucky.
German Americans aimed at blending and unit
ing their German and American identities as Ger
man American. For example, in 1898 Newport's
German Day parade included the singing not only
of German songs, but also of “My Old Kentucky
Home.”
In 1909 the German-American State Alliance

held its convention at Turner Hall in Covington,
and in 1911 the convention was held at various lo

cations in Northern Kentucky. More than 11,000
attended the German Day celebration at the La
goon Amusement Park in Ludlow, and guests
included Kentucky governor Augustus E. Will
son (1907–1911) and Dr. O. Mezger, the German
consul for the region. The last major German Day
before World War I was held in 1916 and included

a mass rally at the Carnegie Library Auditorium in
Covington. On that occasion strong opposition to
American involvement in the war in Europe was
expressed.
The entrance of America into World War I re

sulted nationally in the so-called anti-German
hysteria, which also found expression in North
ern Kentucky. German instruction ceased in area
schools, public and parochial. In 1918 the Coving
ton Turngemeinde officially changed its name to
the Covington Turners Society, and streets, organi
zations, and institutions followed suit by translat
ing or Americanizing their names. Some families
also changed their names: Braun to Brown, Bau
mann to Bowman, for example. German churches
dropped German-language services, and the
German-American State Alliance of Kentucky
dissolved, along with its local branches. A pacifist
minister was even tied and whipped "in the name
of the women and children of Belgium." World
War I was followed by the hard times of Prohibi
tion, which struck a direct blow not only at the ma
jor industry of brewing but also at German Ameri
can social life, where beer was a basic ingredient.
World War II brought another war against the
ancestral homeland of Northern Kentucky Ger
man Americans, but fortunately without the local
excesses of the previous world war.
The post-World War II era ushered in the ethnic
heritage and "roots" revival of the 1970s and beyond.
In 1976 the Northern Kentucky Convention

and Visitors Bureau obtained state funding for
the creation of Main Strasse Village, a German
style village in Covington, which has become a ma
jor tourist attraction and the site of annual festi
vals, such as Maifest and Oktoberfest. In 1989 the

German-American Citizens League of Greater Cin
cinnati sponsored the celebration of German
American Day on October 6 and held the celebra
tion at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption
in Covington with a program of Mozart and other
German composers. The program noted that its
purpose was “to provide the opportunity to not only
celebrate the German heritage but to also explore
the many contributions and influences German
Americans have made locally and nationally."
German American influences on the region
can be found in every possible field, as could be
expected, given the percentage of the population
that is of German descent. According to the census
for Northern Kentucky counties, approximately
45 percent claim some German ancestry, making
Northern Kentuckians of German descent the

largest ethnic element of the region. The business,
industrial, social, cultural, religious, and political
life of Northern Kentucky reflects this percentage
of the population. Symbolic of culinary influence
is, of course, the ever-popular German sausage,
goetta, which also reflects the geographic origin
within Germany of the Germans who immigrated
to the area. Census records for Northern Kentucky
reveal that more than three-fourths of the German

immigration derived from northern Germany, es
pecially northwestern Germany, and the same is
true of the German immigration north of the Ohio
River. This knowledge provides a key to under
standing the German heritage of the region.
German heritage no doubt attracted the
Hofbräuhaus to locate its first American outlet at

Newport, which now also sponsors Oktoberfest,
as does Covington. German influences dot the
landscape across Northern Kentucky, from church
steeples and city streets to the John A. Roebling
Bridge, a central landmark. The image of North
ern Kentucky has been greatly and definitely influ
enced by the region's German heritage.
Rattermann, Heinrich A. Kentucky's German Pio
neers: H. A. Rattermann's History. Trans, and ed.
Don Heinrich Tolzmann. Bowie, Md. Heritage
Books, 2001.

Tolzmann, Don Heinrich. Covington's German
Heritage. Bowie, Md.: Heritage Books, 1998.
– German Heritage Guide to the Greater Cin
cinnati Area. Milford, Ohio: Little Miami, 2003.
Don Heinrich Tolzmann

GERMANTOWN. Pennsylvania Dutch people
originally settled Germantown in about 1788. Ini
tially, the town was located about three-fourths of
a mile west of present-day Germantown. The origi
nal settlement was a log fort located where Asbury
Rd. meets Ky. Rt. 10 and was called Buchanan Sta
tion. At one time, there were about 600 inhabitants

living at Buchanan Station. Maysville was then
only a landing, Augusta had not yet been thought
of, and Cincinnati was an unbroken wilderness.
Because the location of Buchanan Station was
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rather remote and because the settlement was

some distance from a navigable stream and too
hilly for roadbuilding, not much growth occurred.
This part of Mason Co. had no rock roads, and the
nearest town to the settlers' station was Washing
ton, Ky., which was laid out in 1785. All of Mason
Co. had fewer than 3,000 people. In 1794, on the
nearby high plateau, approximately five miles north
of the confluence of Pummell Creek and the North

Licking River, and nine miles west of Washington,
Whitfield Craig and associates laid out a town of
approximately 4,000 square feet. It consisted of
Main St., 2,145 feet long; Broadway, 1,089 feet long;
Water St., 990 feet long Frankfort St., 2,705 feet
long; and about three and one-half miles of alleys.
The Kentucky legislature granted the town a char
ter and incorporated it as Germantown.
The city was given authority to elect a city
council, to enact ordinances for self-government,
to regulate the types of business conducted within
the city limits, and to enforce the ordinances by
fine or imprisonment, providing that no city ordi
nance conflicted with state or national law. This

same form of city-council government continues
in Germantown today. Modern-day Germantown
has a park with a walking track, a new building
housing city offices and the fire department, new
town streetlights, and a main sewage system. In
1797 Bracken Co. was formed out of parts of Ma
son and Campbell counties, and Germantown was
divided, with one part in Mason Co. and the other
in Bracken Co. Thus the town acquired the nick
name of “the best little town in two counties.”

The central industry in Germantown was the
tannery, consisting of several large vats, which was
located on Tanyard Hill. A man named Currans
was sent as a young man to Germantown to learn
the tanning trade. While working as a tanner, he
rescued a 13-year-old girl who fell into one of the
vats, and soon afterward he married her. Currans

eventually built the first store in Germantown and
also operated the Pepper House. Jesse Grant, the
father of U.S. president Ulysses S. Grant, learned
the tanning trade at the tannery in Germantown.
After he finished this training, he went to Point

Pleasant, Ohio; there he married Hannah Simp
son, and their son, Ulysses, was born there.
The Germantown Fair, which locals refer to as

“The Old Reliable,” originated at a meeting held in
Germantown on July 29, 1854. The first fair was
held on Thursday and Friday, October 5 and 6,
1854, in local woodlands. The grounds were en
closed by a post-and-rail fence. Admission was 10
cents, and everyone who came to the fair was given
a piece of blue ribbon, which was tied securely to
a buttonhole. The first permanent fairgrounds
building was built a year later and improved in
1920. In 1967 the fair was moved to its present lo
cation. “The Old Reliable" is still going strong and
annually draws large crowds during the first full
week in August. It has been held each year since
1854, except for the years 1942 and 1943, when the
fair was suspended because of World War II.
During the Civil War, the Union Army
camped at the town's fairgrounds. They raided
Germantown and took horses and slaves. Local
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slave owners built slave pits, six feet by six feet, un

owned the first automobile in Germantown, and

der the floors of their homes to hide their slaves.

during the 1920s electric lights replaced gasoline
lights. The city bought its first fire engine and estab
lished a fire department in 1928. It purchased a new
firefighting apparatus with a 500-gallons-per
minute pump capacity in 1948.
In 1958 Germantown expanded its city limits
for the first time, extending Frankfort St. out Brid
geville Rd. for three-tenths of a mile. In 1960 the
town again extended its city limits out Salem

Two such pits were found in the home of Ruby
Ashcraft during recent renovation. The Union sol
diers also searched for Southern sympathizers.
One of these was Dr. E. C. Dimmitt, who, having
discovered that the federal troops were searching

for him, took refuge outside of town in the old
Humlong Cemetery on Ky. Rt. 10. The Union sol
diers passed him by and he went undiscovered.
The early settlers of Germantown were very in

Lowell Rd. 2,200 feet.

boat landing on the Ohio River west of Stephens
Creek and east of Agniels Branch. The town was
named for the Antoine Gex family, who were
among the Swiss immigrants who settled across
the Ohio River in nearby Vevay, Ind. A son of that
family, John Anthony Gex (1819–1907), his wife
Cyrene, and five children ranging in age from 14 to
27 were listed as residents of Gex in the 1850 Ken

tucky census. The settlement of the area continued
as other immigrants moving in began to farm the
area's rich river bottomland, pasture livestock on
the valley hills, and buildclapboard or brick houses

terested in education, and schools were established

Although Germantown is geographically di

as early as 1827. They were held in any place that
was available and met for only a few months at a

vided between two counties, the residents of Ger

near the road that ran between Warsaw and Ghent.

mantown demonstrate loyalty to one another. They
frequently band together and sponsor suppers and
other such activities to raise money for new play
ground equipment; they support the fire depart

Apost office was established on March 19, 1898,
when Thomas Mylor Jr., who in 1854 had emigrated
from County Wexford, Ireland, was named post
master. The post office was located in Mylor's gen
eral store, and his daughter Maggie served as the
assistant postmaster. It remained there until Au
gust 15, 1907, when the mail was rerouted to Sand
ers. The area called Gex remained a farming com
munity and was later assigned a Ghent postal
address as part of Rural Free Delivery. A one-room
grade school at Gex served the community's chil
dren until schools in the county were consolidated.
The general store was closed and the building sold
in 1932, just after the road running through Gex
was repaved and became part of U.S. 42. The end of
the 20th century saw industry enter the commu
nity of Gex. Gallatin Steel built its plant on the
south side of the highway outside of town. A firm
known as Steel Technologies also located nearby,
and three other manufacturing businesses now
occupy what was formerly farmland. A restaurant
is the only commercial building in town. Although
a few of the original houses remain, most of the
homes in Gex are newer structures. An exception is
the 1865 Gex house, purchased by Gallatin Steel
and preserved along with the house's original out
buildings that overlook the Ohio River.

time. The Germantown Hall, one of the oldest

buildings in Germantown, began as a school build
ing; school was held on the second floor until 1878,
when the school trustees purchased a lot in town
for a new building. In April 1879 this new two
story, four-room structure was completed. It was
regarded as being a first-class schoolhouse and the
best public school in Mason, Bracken, or the ad
joining counties. After the school moved to the
new building, Germantown Hall was used to house
a post office, a lodge, and a jail, which was added to
the back of the building in October 1871, at a cost
of $280.
The Germantown school that moved to the

ment's car shows and dances, as well as other fund

raisers. Each year in September, the Germantown
Festival bringstownspeople together. The churches,
the fire department, and local homemakers join to
run the food booths, make ice cream, bake cakes,
work the contests, conduct the festival's dance, and

hold baby shows. All funds received are divided
equally among the participating organizations.
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County. Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky.,
2002.

new site in 1879 became a graded school in 1909
and a high school in 1911; a new four-room brick
building was built for it in 1930. The school be
came a part of the Bracken Co. School System in
1936, and the class of 1939 was the last class to

graduate from Germantown High School. The
county high schools were consolidated in 1940.
The ninth grade was transferred to the Bracken Co.
High School (see Bracken Co. Public Schools)
in 1956, and the Germantown School building was
closed in 1987, when the county elementary schools
were consolidated. Wayne McGee was the last
principal of the Germantown Elementary School.
The building is currently owned by Woodmen of

Bracken Homemakers History Committee. Recollec
tions: Yesterday, Today for Tomorrow. Brooks
ville, Ky: Poage, 1969.
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. The Towns of Mason
County: Their Past in Pictures. Maysville, Ky.
Maysville and Mason Co. Library Historical and
Scientific Association, 1986.

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1984.
Mary Lou Simons
GERMANTOWN CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

The beginning of the Germantown Christian
Church in Mason Co. was tied to the death of a

the World Insurance Inc.

young soldier in 1826. Maj. John D. Morford, a vet

Early businesses in Germantown included a
factory for the making of grey jeans and men's
clothing, the Morris Browning DrugStore, the T.T.
Hill and Son Grocery, and the Pepper Funeral
Home. S. C. Pincard, one of Germantown's early
storekeepers, sold everything a person might need,
ranging from groceries to furniture and from
horses and buggies for hire to coffins costing $1.50

eran of the War of 1812, buried his son on the

Church and later became a Christian Church. The

lovely brick building that remains includes a large
auditorium and the original balcony where slaves
could be seated. The first service was held in this

mantown in good order, which meant that it was
delivered in the summer following the year in
which it was grown. There were warehouses in town
on Frankfort St. and Bracken Alley, and both struc
tures remain. The Germantown Milling Company
was founded in 1910, destroyed by fire on June 25,
1915, and then rebuilt. The company purchased

structure in 1857. The building was enlarged with
Sunday school rooms and a basement in 1924. On
a Sunday evening in February 1975, the building
was almost destroyed by fire set by a serial arsonist.
However, it was immaculately restored and re
opened in 1976.

the Sardis Mill in town so it could remain in busi

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky:
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.

Jacquelene P. Mylor
GEX

LANDING

INCIDENT. Resentment

against the U.S. Colored Troops (USCT) estab
lished by President Abraham Lincoln in spring
1863 dominated Kentucky politics into 1864, and it
festered particularly in the north central counties
where Confederate sympathies were most pro
nounced. The Union forces were thinly stretched
across Kentucky. Confederate colonel George Jesse
had been ordered to collect the scattered remnants

of Gen. John Hunt Morgan's Cavalry after Morgan's
forces were routed in June 1864 at Cynthiana, Ky.
Jesse stationed himself in familiar territory at New
Castle in Henry Co. As his now relatively indepen
dent forces strengthened, Jesse harassed supply

lines and targeted Union supporters throughout
Caroline R. Miller

town and the Farmers and Traders Bank were both

operating in town in 1910; they merged in 1930 to
form the Bank of Germantown. Dr. Joe Browning

Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,
2003.

south side of Germantown that year. Recognizing
the need for upkeep of the grave site, Morford do
nated a plot of ground around the grave for a
church to be built. This church began as a Baptist

$8.00. It was said that tobacco was received in Ger

ness while the burned mill was being rebuilt. The
Germantown Milling Company was the only mill
in Bracken Co. making flour. The Bank of German

An Atlas of Carroll and Gallatin Counties, Kentucky.
Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.

GEX. The Gallatin Co. community of Gex (pro
nounced jay) began during the 19th century as a

the area.

Into this hostile territory in August 1864, re
cently promoted Lt. Frederick D. Seward led a de
tachment of Company C of the 117th USCT, mus

GHENT

tered at Covington in July 1864. This squad of
untrained infantry was sent to protect recruits ob
tained for the 5th U.S. Colored Cavalry (USCC)
among slaves and free people of color in Carroll,

Lock No. 1 on the Kentucky River and had “pro
claimed vengeance against all Negro soldiers and
recruits. It will be [Jesse's policy to murder all that
may fall into his hands. His recent massacre of the

Gallatin, Grant, and Owen counties. The officers of
USCT and USCC units were white. Indiana native

blacks at Ghent shows that his words are not sim

Frederick Seward had completed two years of ser
vice with Company E, 9th Minnesota Regiment,
before his promotion to lieutenant. About August
22, the USCT squad arrested James Southard, a
leading Confederate sympathizer and ferryman at
Ghent, Gallatin Co. Southard owned land along
the Ohio River that formed the Ghent landing. His
brother notified Colonel Jesse, who was in Henry
Co., that James Southard had been taken by USCT
troops.
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Gex, A. L., son of Lucien Gex, embellished narrative,

ca. 1900. Craig Papers.
Harrison, Lowell H., and James C. Klotter. A New

History of Kentucky. Lexington: Univ. Press of
Kentucky, 1997.

Louisville Daily Journal, August 31, September 1, 3,
ple idle bombast.”
Two days later, the newspaper corrected its ear
lier story: “Jesse did not murder negroes at Ghent
none killed except in attack. His men urged him to
murder entire party but he refused the barbarous
act." Then on September 5, the newspaper reported

5, 1864.

Prichard, James. “Colonel Jesse," typed manuscript,
privately held by James Prichard, Kentucky Librar
ies and Archives, Frankfort, Ky.
Diane Perrine Coon

that "seven of the colored soldiers reached Owen

ton (Ky.) from Port Royal (Ky.) on Wednesday last
where released... one a Sgt., two wounded, fifteen
captured, eight remained with rebels voluntarily...
no bad treatment by Jesse."
As if the story were not confused enough by the
presence of two different black units at the skirmish,

GHENT. The town of Ghent in Carroll Co., a

thriving Ohio River port throughout the 1800s,
began with Benjamin Craig's 1794 settlement of
McCoull's Bottom, a 1,000-acre tract purchased
from Ann McCoull, widow of Neil McCoull of

Jesse's cavalry caught up with the USCT squad
at the plantation of Lucien C. Gex, just outside Gh
ent, on August 29, 1864. According to eyewitness
Virginia Craig, that night the USCT unit had been
separated into two groups of six each; one group

Cavalry were assigned to patrol duty at Ghent and
Warsaw. Local citizens apparently made no distinc

dosius McDonald, who died in the French and

was fed dinner at the farm of her father, and the

tion between the USCT and USCC units.

vided overland access to the Ohio River for several

in November 1864 elements of the 5th U.S. Colored

In December 1864, the 117th USCT, stationed

Fredericksburg, Va. The property had originally
been granted to the heirs of Ann's brother, Theo
Indian War. The McCool's Creek settlement pro

recorded, and thus the tale of the Gex Landing

at the Ghent skirmish one soldier was killed, six

Massacre was established.

were captured but later escaped, and five returned

On August 30, 1864, Union lieutenant colonel
Thomas B. Fairleigh, at Louisville, requested aide
from J. Bates Dickson, assistant adjutant at Lexing
ton: “Last evening Confederate colonel Jesse with
150 men captured a squad of eight or ten colored
troops at Ghent and murdered them. Other squads
are in the country where he is hunting. Can't you

to their unit.

send some men there?"

bers involved in the Ghent incident can be attrib

Virginia Craig, daughter of Albert Craig, re
corded in her diary of August 30, 1864, that six of
the USCT soldiers were fed at her house and were

uted to wartime hysteria and to newspaper report
ing that was dependent on local sources for its news
coverage. The presence of both cavalry and infantry

surrounding counties. A ferry soon linked it to
Vevay, Ind., which was settled by Swiss immigrants
as early as 1802.
In 1810 John and Samuel Sanders purchased
from Benjamin Craig, who was their uncle, a 300
acre tract, upon which Samuel Sanders laid out a
town of eight streets and 108 lots in 1816. It was
called Ghent, and the legend persists that Henry
Clay, a signer of the Treaty of Ghent, which ended
the War of 1812, suggested the name.
Benjamin Craig sold 200 acres east of the Sand
ers's tract to his brother, noted Indian fighter Jere
miah Craig. This acreage stretched from Jerry
Craig's Creek (now Black Rock) to Ferry St. in Gh
ent, marking where Jeremiah Craig operated the
ferry for his nephew Samuel Sanders. Sanders's
Tavern was a popular stopping place in the early
1800s, as was the America House, a nearby hotel.
Much of Jeremiah Craig's tract was acquired by
Rev. John Scott and continues to be owned by
Scott descendants today. Scott-Land Gardens, a
roadhouse with tourist cabins, operated there dur

surprised and captured by rebel soldiers who had

units among the black troops and recent recruits of

ing the early 1900s.

searched the house. She said that Southard was be

slaves from the region added to confusion about the

In 1814 the “mother church” for the area's Bap

ing held at her cousin John's house and was res
cued. According to her diary, one USCT soldier
had been killed and subsequently buried on Albert
Craig's lower farm, two wounded USCT soldiers
had been put on the packet steamer Rowena bound
for Cincinnati, and the rest were captured, includ
ing a white recruiter.
A Cincinnati newspaper, the Commercial
Dispatch, carried the story within the week, claim

number of deaths and about those who were re
leased or remained with the Confederates.

tist churches relocated to the settlement and built a

other group was fed at an unspecified nearby farm.
jesse's men surprised and captured the USCT sol
diers, and in their first engagement with the enemy,
the Union troops were scattered across the farms
of Albert and John A. Craig. The CSA troops res
cued Southard at John A. Craig's farm. There were
casualties among the USCT troops, but the exact
number of them is unknown. Over the next day or
so, several different accounts of the incident were

at Camp Nelson in jessamine Co., was folded into
the 25th Union Brigade, and white regiments in
the brigade were transferred. The 117th regiment
under the 25th Corps saw action at Richmond
and Appomattox in Virginia and in the final Texas
campaign. Compared to these other battles, the
Gex landing skirmish was insignificant. The offi
cial regimental records of the 5th USCC state that

The story was embellished further during the
early 1900s when A. L. Gex, the son of Lucien Gex,
found three graves churned up by a cyclone (tor
nado) and reported seeing “foot bones in perfectly
preserved shoes.”
The wide discrepancies concerning the num

ing that one of the two wounded USCT soldiers

From the family letters exchanged during the
Civil War, it appears that the Gex and Craig fami
lies originally supported Kentucky's neutrality but
were bitterly opposed to the formation of USCT
units and the military draft. By 1865 these families
had affiliated themselves totally with the Conser
vative Democrats, a political faction that tipped
the balance in the Kentucky legislature toward a

had died in transit on the Rowena. This story fur

pro-Southern position following the Civil War.

A highly partisan version of the "massacre" was
carried in the August 31, 1864, issue of the Louis
ville Daily Journal, generally a pro-Union news
paper. There it was stated that Jesse's troops had
massacred unarmed Negro troops, "shooting them
like wild beasts." The next day the Louisville Daily
Journal reported that Jesse's troops had destroyed

to form the Ghent Christian Church in 1836, and

the two congregations hosted Baptist evangelist T.
J. Fisher and Disciples of Christ publisher Ben
Franklin in a religious debate at the Baptist Church
in 1857. The debate was transcribed and published
as a book.

Cincinnati newspaper clippings, September 1864,
made by Lucien Gex. Craig Papers.

In 1843 Samuel Sanders's nephew George N.
Sanders organized a political meeting at Ghent,
calling upon prospective presidential candidates
to declare their position on the annexation of
Texas. The response of little-known speaker James
K. Polk launched his successful candidacy and led
to the Mexican War. It also marked the begin
ning of George Sanders's controversial political

Craig, Virginia. Diary excerpt, King Library, Univ. of

career, which ended in exile because Sanders was a

ther claimed that there had been 60 USCT and 100
CSA involved in the incident at Ghent.

new brick sanctuary along Ferry St. in 1843, on
land donated by John Scott. It is now known as
the Ghent Baptist Church. "Reformers" split off

Abbett, H. J., Warsaw, to A. G. Craig, July 18, 1865.
Craig Papers, King Library, Univ. of Kentucky,
Lexington.
Carroll Co. Deed Book 2: 157, 196; 17: 119, 20:2, Car

rollton, Ky.

Kentucky.

suspect in the assassination of Abraham Lincoln.
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GHENT BAPTIST CHURCH

Ghent's most notable Civil War incident oc

of town had burned, and that the tavern west of

curred in 1864, when a regiment of African Amer

town had closed. The town suffered another indig
nity soon afterward, when the old college building

ican soldiers arrested a man at Ghent and were

subsequently ambushed near Gex's Landing in
Kentucky at the Gallatin Co. line (see African
Americans in the Civil War; Gex Landing
Incident). After the Civil War, African American

members split off from the Baptist Church to form
the Ghent Second Baptist Church, which still
meets occasionally under longtime minister Rev.
John Sharpe. Little is known of an African Meth
odist church in Ghent that is mentioned in old
deeds. An African American hamlet outside of

town may have given Black Rock Rd. its name.
Numerous fraternal organizations thrived in
Ghent from before the Civil War through the early
1900s. Surviving Ghent newspapers mention
meetings of the Masonic Order, the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias, the
Order of Red Men, and others. The Masons and the

Odd Fellows built tall brick “temples" downtown.
In 1856 the Ghent Cemetery began as a group of
adjacent cemeteries, one section operated by the
Masons, another by the Odd Fellows, and a later
third section operated by the Scott brothers, local
undertakers. The Colored Odd Fellows added a

fourth section for the black community; when the
lodge disappeared, that part of the cemetery fell
into neglect and was replaced by an African Amer
ican cemetery southwest of town.
There were also women's clubs and missionary
and literary societies. The Caby M. Froman Club is
the oldest active club in the Kentucky Federation of
Women's Clubs, and its offspring the Ghent Wom
en's Club still meets. The once-influential Daugh
ters of the Confederacy is gone.
The three-story brick Ghent College was con
structed on the west side of town in 1867. After 20

years the college closed and the building was used
for Ghent High School.
It would be difficult to pinpoint when Ghent
reached its peak before its inevitable decline. Per
haps it was in 1899, when Ghent's newspaper, the
Ghent Times, began a run that lasted several years.
Roads and shipping improved, and commerce was
bypassing Ghent even before the Great Depres
sion came, ending the steamboat culture. Well sit
uated on high ground, Ghent was largely un
touched by the flood of 1937—but not unaffected,
as the already Depression-weakened Ghent De
posit Bank failed after 50 years in business.
In 1932 Ghent's best-known native, James

Entwined with a sycamore tree in the yard of
James Bledsoe Tandy's 1842 house on Main Cross
are the remains of what some have deemed the

burned in 1940.

largest grape vine in Kentucky. Across the street,

In the 1960s industry started to encroach on
the town. Ghent prevented construction of a nox
ious plastics plant to its west, but the Walton Craig
house was nonetheless demolished. Kentucky

the 1889 Methodist Church is in poor condition;
the congregation stopped meeting during the early
1960s. Its previous church building, built in 1859,
became the Ghent Deposit Bank and is now the
town's post office, operated by Retta Craig Lykins,
a descendant of Benjamin Craig. An earlier Meth
odist Church building on Union St. became the
telephone exchange and today is a private resi
dence. Near the post office are the Charlene
McPherson and Evelyn Sanders homes, both for

Utilities tore down several antebellum homes in

1973 to builda generating planta mile east of town.
Smokestacks dominate the eastern skyline now,
and electrical towers and transmission lines mar

the high hills overlooking Ghent.
The automobile traffic from Cincinnati to Lou

isville along U.S. 42 bypassed Ghent completely
once I-71 was completed in 1969; today commuters
from Ghent can reach Cincinnati, Louisville, or
Frankfort in an hour's drive. In 1977 the Martha

A. Graham, the last double-wheeled ferry operat
ing on the Ohio River, ceased operation when
Markland Dam was bridged, ending Ghent's 175
years of shared history with Vevay, Ind. When the
elementary school closed in 1972, Ghent lost an
other measure of local identity. On the site of the
old college, the building remains, poorly utilized
when not completely vacant.
Longtime town mayor Johnny Davis had few
successes in preventing Ghent's decline, which
paralleled the decline of tobacco farming, but he
did help save Ghent's post office from closure; and
before his death in 1992, he secured a sewer system
for Ghent, to be shared by the North American
Stainless plant being built west of town. The steel
plant later expanded greatly and more plants fol
lowed, and with expansions of Kentucky Utili
ties, Dow Corning, and the nearby Belterra casino
complex in Vevay, Ghent is surrounded by devel
opment without necessarily benefiting from it. The
commonwealth of Kentucky is exploring several
invasive options to deal with increased plant traffic
through town.

Among the Ghent population, formerly con
sumers of both Cincinnati and Louisville media,

the Cincinnati papers now have few subscribers.
The sole cable provider picks up local broadcasts
only from Louisville, and Ghent has lost much of
the affinity it once shared with the Cincinnati and
Northern Kentucky area.
Despite all it has lost, many vestiges of Ghent's
past remain. The Sibley house on Ferry St. may date
from Jeremiah Craig's tenure; the 1833 Theodorick
Fisher house and the James Tandy Ellis house (ca.

mer hotels.

Many of Ghent's small frame houses are also
quite old. Some have become dilapidated, and con
cerns over their condemnation played a role in the
2006 election of William Mumphrey, Ghent's first
African American mayor.
Noteworthy "Ghentiles" not previously men
tioned include Russell Dufour, an entertainer and

music teacher who wrote articles on local history in
the 1950s and 1960s; Nancy Diuguid, who be
came a respected theater director in England and
South Africa; Pam Browning, a pioneering Ken
tucky women's basketball player; Princie Brown, an
African American businesswoman; Price Cham

berlain, a Cleveland arts figure; Verney Sanders, a
Louisville sportswriter; legendary steamboat cap
tain C. J. Dufour; Cliff Snell, a notorious barbecue

entrepreneur; Dr. J. Sam Brown, a small-town doc
tor with a statewide reputation; and the brothers
James, Luke, and Attilla Cox, prominent busi
nessmen. In 2000 Ghent had a total population
of 371.

“Ghent Baptist Church to Celebrate 175th,” KP, Au
gust 2, 1975, 1K.
“Town of Ghent in Carroll County, Ky. Dates Back to
Year 1812, KP, December 18, 1936, 26.
U.S. Census Bureau. “American FactFinder. Data Set:

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SF1) 100-Percent
Data, Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
April 24, 2006).
Bill Davis

GHENTBAPTIST CHURCH. The Ghent Bap.
tist Church, originally known as the Baptist Church
at Port William, was organized on April 5, 1800, as
an outcome of a revival held in Port William (now

Carrollton) in Carroll Co. Many of its members
had been members of the Traveling Church, a
church group that migrated from Virginia, fleeing
persecution. The new Baptist church of 10 mem

Tandy Ellis, returned to Ghent in semiretirement.
He was a popular Chautauqua entertainer, poet,
and humorist, and in his widely published newspa
per columns he often made reference to characters

block on Main Cross is largely empty. A fire in
1915 destroyed several storefronts and weakened
the Odd Fellows building; it collapsed suddenly

identified with his hometown. Late in life, he wrote

months later and was rebuilt. An arsonist struck

a column lamenting Ghent's condition. “Today we
linger in the cobwebs," he said. “Our high school
gone; our bankgone; our drugstoregone, our lum
ber and coal yard gone. We had a canning factory
once, but that evaporated. ... the town has no
scales. We haven't any hotel, and the tourists lam
through town at 70 miles an hour." Ellis further
regretted that Ghent no longer had its flour millor
its bakery, that Scott's Restaurant on the east side

the 123-year-old Masonic Building in 1988, and its

mouth of McCool's Creek. In 1814 a brick building

burned-out shell dominated the downtown for 15

was erected near McCool's Settlement (now Gh
ent), and the church was called McCool's Bottom

1861) are now bed-and-breakfasts. The business

years before being razed.
The Ghent Baptist Church continues to meetin
its 1843 sanctuary. The Christian Church closed in
1989, and its 1871 building has been rehabilitated
for city offices and a proposed museum. An earlier
Christian Church building (ca. 1836) is now a pri
vate residence.

bers, constituted at Port William, met at first in

homes. Its first building was a log structure at the

Baptist Church. In 1843 the church built a new and
larger building and became known as the Ghent
Baptist Church. Donations for the construction

consisted of money and farm products, including
several barrels of whiskey. This building remains
and serves as the present sanctuary of the church.

GIBBS, CLINTON

During its history, the Ghent Baptist Church
has assisted in the constituting of 14 Baptist
churches. In Kentucky the churches were White's
Run Baptist Church (1810), Craigs Creek Baptist
Church (1816), Four Mile Baptist Church (1820),
Sharon Baptist Church (1825), Carrollton First
Baptist Church (1849), Dallasburg Baptist Church
(1851), Jordan Baptist Church (1867), Ghent Sec
ond Baptist Church (1871), Ohio Valley Baptist
Church (1976), and Prestonville Baptist Church
(1990). In Indiana the new churches were Indian

Creek Baptist Church (1810), Bryants Creek Bap
tist Church (1815), Log Lick Baptist Church (1818),
and Long Run Baptist Church (1818). The churches
at Craigs Creek, Log Lick, Four Mile, Sharon, Ohio
Valley, and Prestonville no longer exist.
In August 1871 the blacks in the congregation
expressed a desire to form a church of their own,
and the church issued letters of dismission to any
who requested them for that purpose. As a result
the Second Baptist Church of Ghent was formed.
When the present church building was built in
1843, space was provided for a cemetery. By 1880,
however, the cemetery was full, and by 1911 the
cemetery became so neglected that relatives were
asked to move the remains of their loved ones to

other cemeteries. The graves were removed and the
area planted in grass and trees.
In 1900 the Ghent Baptist Church and 11 other
churches formed the White's Run Baptist Associa
tion. Improvements to the Ghent Baptist Church
property in subsequent years included stained
glass windows, electric lights, a new steeple, and
new pews. A parsonage was built in 1914, a Sunday
school annex was add in 1923, and a new education

building was erected in 1969. In April 2000, the
church celebrated 200 years of ministry. On sev
eral Sundays during the time of celebration, for
mer pastors returned to preach. Ghent Baptist
Church has had a total of 52 different pastors dur
ing its many years of ministry to the community.
Minutes of the Ghent Baptist Church, 1880 to the

present, Ghent Baptist Church, Ghent, Ky.
Ken Massey
GHENT COLLEGE (HIGH SCHOOL). Gh

ent College in Carroll Co. was founded in 1867,
when local citizens, led by James Frank, formed a
corporation creating a private nonsectarian col
lege for white students at Ghent. A three-story
brick college was built on the western edge of town
the following year, at a cost of $31,700. The U.S.
Mail steamboat line donated a bell for the new

building, which had four classroomson the ground
floor, residences for students and the president on
the upper floors, and a dumbwaiter that carried

liot left to become principal of the Carroll Semi
nary in Carrollton and was replaced by James
Shannon Blackwell, a linguist and philologist who
later taught at the University of Missouri at Co
lumbia. H. E. Holton became president in 1870.
John A. Reubelt, a distinguished German-born
linguistandauthor who had recently been expelled
from Indiana University at Bloomington and from
the Methodist Church in a doctrinal dispute, re
placed Holton in 1871. Reubelt resigned in 1875,
and the presidency was filled for five years by Wil
liam J. Barbee, a Mississippi teacher and the author
of Physical and Moral Aspects of Geology. A na
tive of Kentucky, Barbee had obtained a medical de
gree before becominga Disciples of Christ minister.
Reubelt's and Barbee's terms were the high
water mark for the college. It declined later, during
G. C. Crowe's five-year tenure as president that be
gan in 1880. In 1883 a local newspaper made an
oblique reference to "discouraging circumstances"
at the college. Author James Tandy Ellis, who had
attended the school, attributed its decline to “reli

gious bigotry,” which troubled the college even
though it had been founded on nonsectarian prin
ciples. The trustees invited the commonwealth of
Kentucky to acquire the property for an agricul
tural and mechanical college; failing that, the col
lege was closed in 1887, and its last president, John
Thomas Walker, returned to teaching in Owen Co.
During its 20-year history the collegiate de
partment granted 17 BAs and 14 MAD (maid of
arts) degrees.
The college building was sold to the Ghent In
dependent School District, which reopened it as a
grade school and the Ghent High School in 1889,
graduating five students in 1893. This high school

to teach in the public schools and is credited with
having organized the church's first Sunday school,
and she was its first superintendent. It is believed
that this school gave birth to the church and that
the congregation worshipped in a livery stable on
the east side of town. In 1879 a local white citizen

by the name of Turner gave money to purchase, for
$85, the front half oflot 93 (now 405 Liberty St.), on
which a church building was erected. In the same
year, Simeon Dillard, a trustee of the church,
bought lot 88 (now 404 Union St.), located behind
the church, which later was sold to the Colored

Baptist Church and became the site of the church
parsonage. On March 18, 1924, the church pur
chased the Richard Brightwell family cemetery,
located at the southeast end of Carroll St., for $300.

Additional property was purchased in 1995 and
2003, and as a result the church owns all the land

between 405 Liberty and 404 Union Sts. During
the 1970s and 1980s, men from the church along
with men from the Carrollton Second Baptist, the
Warsaw Second Baptist, and the Park Ridge Bap
tist churches in Gallatin Co. formed the Tri

County Chorus. This group often sang at church
and community events throughout the area. The
year 2002 witnessed the formation of a mass choir,
directed by Raymond Brightwell. Anna Anderson
and Richard Brooks were the organists of the
group.

Ghent (First) Baptist Church Minutes, Ghent Baptist
Church, Ghent, Ky.

Hampton, G. A., ed. “Historical Sketch of the Ghent
Second Baptist Church." 2002, Second Baptist
Church, Ghent, Ky.
Ken Massey

remained for decades a small, underfunded school

that seldom employed more than five teachers or
graduated more than seven high school students in
any given year. Ghent Independent School District
merged into the Carroll Co. educational district in
1936, and the Ghent High School was closed; its
students were sent to Carrollton High School in
Carrollton. Elementary classes continued in the
old college building until a fire destroyed the land

mark on New Year's Day 1940. On the old college
grounds the Works Progress Administration con
structed an elementary school building that served
Ghent students from 1945 until its closing in 1972.
The property today is in private hands.
Bevarly, R. W. “History of Education in Carroll
County,” MA thesis, Univ. of Kentucky, 1936.

Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County,

GIBBS, CLINTON (b. August 8, 1891, Peters
burg, Ky.; d. May 1, 1979, Cincinnati, Ohio). Or
ganist Clinton Gibbs was the son of Frances Gibbs.
By 1900 the Gibbs family was living along Wayne
St. in the Walnut Hills neighborhood of Cincin
nati. In 1926 Clinton Gibbs became the organist
for the African American First Baptist Church in
Walnut Hills, located just to the east and behind
the former Lane Seminary complex along Gilbert
Ave. Gibbs had studied music theory at Holder
bach College with Prower Symon, once an instruc
tor at the Cincinnati College Conservatory of Mu
sic. Gibbs also served at Carmel Presbyterian and
the St. Andrew's Episcopal churches in Cincinnati.
He was the director of the Queen City Glee Club
and was on the faculty of the local Lillian Aldrich
Settlement School of Music. He became the vice

Kentucky. M. A. Gentry, 1984.
, comp. Memorable Events: 1890–1990. Car

rollton, Ky: MPS Publishers, 1990.
Bill Davis

president of the Cincinnati branch of the National
Association of Negro Musicians and was a mem
ber of the Masonic Order (see Masons). He was

affectionately called “the Professor."

meals from the basement kitchen to a second-floor

dining room. It was a coeducational institution
with three departments: primary, academic, and
collegiate, the latter offering degrees in both classi
cal and scientific courses of study.
The college's first president was Ebenezer N. El
liot, the editor of the collection Cotton Is King,
and Pro-Slavery Arguments (1860) and a past
president of some small colleges in Mississippi. El
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GHENT SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH. The

Ghent Second Baptist Church is an African Amer
ican congregation meeting at 405 Liberty St. in
Ghent in Carroll Co. It was established by black
members of the Ghent Baptist Church and of some
other churches. Records are not extant as to the

charter, the founders, the first pastor, and the offi
cers of the church. In 1873 Nellie Slaughters came

Gibbs, who never married, died at his home at
2819 Preston St. in Walnut Hills in 1970, and after

services at his beloved First Baptist Church, he was
buried at the United American Cemetery in the
nearby Evanston neighborhood of Cincinnati.
“Clinton Gibbs." CE, May 5, 1970, 18.
“Clinton Gibbs Services Tomorrow," CP May 6, 1970,
50.

400

GIBSON GREETING CARDS INC.

Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons
to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.

GIBSON GREETING CARDS INC. The old

est greeting card company in the United States un
til it ceased operating in 2000, Gibson Greeting
Cards Inc. operated in the Cincinnati-Northern
Kentucky region. The firm was founded as Gibson

& Company, Lithographers, in 1850 by four broth
ers, Stephen, Robert, George, and Samuel Gibson,
with the help of their father, George Gibson. The
elder George Gibson had operated a lithograph
business in Scotland before immigrating with his
family to St. Louis, Mo. Another brother, John, es
tablished a New York City–based lithography
business that merged, off and on, with Gibson &
Company, Lithographers. That firm, C. R. Gibson,
currently of Nashville,Tenn., continues as a statio
nery company specializing in family albums.
In its early years, Gibson & Company, Lithog
raphers, located in Cincinnati, produced Civil
War prints and patriotic and reward cards and
sold them in Cincinnati-Northern Kentucky
shops. The company later became a jobber han
dling products such as imported Christmas cards
from Germany. As the company found these greet
ing cards popular, it decided to develop its own
mass-produced greeting cards for Christmas and
later for Valentine's Day and Easter. In 1883 Robert
Gibson, the firm's business manager, purchased his
three brothers interests in the company and was
the sole proprietor until his death in 1895. After
ward the company was incorporated as the Gibson
Art Company, and its shares were divided among
Robert Gibson's surviving children (Charles, Ara

dies was that her husband died 10 months after she

started working with the Gibson Art Company.
The Gibson Art Company was among the re
gion's businesses affected by the flood of 1937.
The company encouraged its employees to become
involved with the region's flood relief efforts, and
Rice participated by preparing news releases on
the flooding and related health concerns. During
World War II, a newsletter called Gibsonews,

edited by Rice, was mailed to every Gibson com
pany employee stationed in the U.S. armed forces
worldwide. In 1950 the Gibson Art Company cel
ebrated its 100th birthday, and Rice wrote the spe
cial celebratory verses for tours, invitations, and
cards of appreciation. By 1957 the company was
among the five largest greeting card companies in
the United States. At that time it moved to a larger
site at Amberley Village, 10 miles north of Cincin
nati. After nearly 40 years, Rice retired in 1971
from Gibson Greeting Cards Inc. (the company
had changed to this name in 1960). Because she
was respected and well-liked by many people in
the Gibson company, they kept in touch with her,
including executives Bill Dresman, Fred Wagner,
and Jack Wiedemer. As a consultant to the Gibson

During the Great Depression in late 1931, J.

company following her retirement, Rice had an of
fice and a secretary provided by the firm until her
death on April 23, 1981, at age 80.
The popularity of Helen Steiner Rice's poems
and books was welcomed by the management of
the Gibson company. The firm's executives quickly
recognized the potential financial rewards of Rice's
poetry and books, especially after the broadcast
reading of her poem “The Praying Hands" on the
Lawrence Welk Show in 1961. This poem turned
out to be “the hottest thing on the line" and "a
money maker," according to a Gibson company
memo. The company then marketed Rice's inspi
rational poems as a new venture in the form of
booklets, stationery, plaques, and wall hangings in
stores nationwide. By 1963 Gibson Greetings
Cards Inc. reported sales of more than $26 million,
with net earnings of $1.8 million. A Gibson com
pany general sales manager, Bruce Forster, wrote
to the company's dealers in September 1964, stat
ing, “Never before in the 114-year history of Gib
son Greeting Cards has any merchandise received

R. Gibson, then the head of the Gibson Art Com

the 'tremendous acclaim accorded Helen Steiner

pany, hired Helen Steiner Rice, the wife of an un
employed Dayton, Ohio, banker who had lost his
wealth in the 1929 stock market crash. Rice sug
gested that the Gibson company expand public

Rice's Inspirational Books." A Gibson company
managing art director from 1959 to 1979, John T.
Gimpel, reviewed Rice's poems and approved their
artwork on the company's cards. Following a na
tional broadcast of Rice's Christmas poetry on the
Lawrence Welk Show in 1966, Gibson Greeting
Cards Inc. published a collection of her poems, For

bella, William, and Edwin). The Gibson Art Com

pany became one of the nation's progressive card
publishers, using new industrial processes and
printing techniques. The greeting card business
prospered during World War I, as American ser
vicemen were overseas. It was at this time that the

Gibson company developed a new form ofgreeting
card called the “French-fold" card—one sheet of

paper folded in half—which became the industry
standard.

awareness of the annual Christmas seals, which at

the time were sold exclusively in the nation's de
partment stores. While many people during the
Depression had to forgo buying gifts, they could
afforda Christmas seal or agreeting card. Rice un
derwent training in the greeting card business at
Cincinnati and Pittsburgh, Pa. A successful em
ployee with her experience in poetry, marketing,
and public relations, she was later appointed as the
Gibson company's greeting card editor. She made
use of her personally experienced celebrations,
tragedies, and illnesses to help her understand the
emotional needs of the purchasers and the recipi
ents of the company's cards. One of her own trage

Your Christmas.

The firm was acquired by C.I.T. Financial Cor
poration in 1964, and the Gibson Greeting Cards
Inc. name was retained. C.I.T. Financial also pur
chased Cleo Wrap Corporation in Memphis,
Tenn., which supplemented the Gibson company's
greeting card line. In 1975 Gibson Greeting Cards
Inc., celebrating 125 years as a company, published
Gibson 1850–1975: Our 125th Anniversary. In
1980 C.I.T. Financial was acquired by RCA. Two
years later (1982), Gibson Greeting Cards Inc. was

purchased by a group of Gibson company execu
tives and the Wesray Corporation. In 1983 the
Gibson company was renamed Gibson Greetings
Inc. and became a publicly owned company on the
NASDAQ stock exchange. Gibson Greetings Inc.
was now the third-largest greeting card company,
behind Hallmark Cards Inc. and the American

Greetings Corporation. With its commitment to
conservation, Gibson Greetings Inc. was the first
stationery company to earn an endorsement from
Renew America, a nonprofit environmental orga
nization. The firm expanded into international
markets in the early 1990s, with the names Gibson
Greetings International Ltd. and Gibson de Mex
ico, S.A. de C.V.

In the mid-1990s Gibson Greetings Inc. had
4,600 employees and sales of $546.2 million.
Through its Store-Within-A-Store program, the
company sold its products in more than 50,000
outlets worldwide by 1993. The headquarters re
mained at Amberley Village until the late 1990s,
when a new corporate headquarters was estab
lished in Covington, Ky. Gibson signed a 10-year
lease in 1998 for corporate-retail space on the Ohio
River at Covington's RiverCenter (see Covington,
Downtown). The company began moving its
headquarters to Covington the next year and set
up a distribution plant in the Pioneer Valley Indus
trial Park area of South Covington. Gibson Greet
ings Inc. continued with its traditional greeting
cards for seasons, holidays, birthdays, and inspira
tions and developed alternative cards such as “A
Good Laugh" and “With Thoughts of You." The
company was the leader for multicultural products
for African American, Chinese, Jewish, and His

panic communities; it produced "The Family Col
lection" on African American family life. Gibson
Greetings Inc. expanded its Christian market by
developing another line, "Messages of Faith, Hope,
and Love." Obtaining licenses from specific com
panies, the Gibson company also sold products

that featured characters from the Walt Disney
Company and Sesame Street.
Gibson Greetings Inc. suffered financial losses
in 1994 and 1995. Wal-Mart stopped selling cards
made by the Gibson greeting card company. In
1996 the American Greetings Corporation, based
at Cleveland, Ohio, offered to purchase Gibson
Greetings Inc. for $292 million, and the offer was
rejected. The Gibson company reduced costs in its
divisions, eliminated jobs, outsourced artists and
art printing, and participated in the Egreetings
network. But the company could not compete with

the electronic and other marketing successes of
Hallmark and American Greetings. Gibson Greet
ings Inc. lost vital accounts with the Cincinnati

based Kroger Co., a nationwide grocery retailer. In
1999, when sales of the Gibson company's product
line were down 42 percent in the second quarter,
the American Greetings Corporation again of
fered to purchase Gibson Greetings Inc., this time
for around $162.3 million. The final purchase price
was $175 million, according to an agreement com
pleted in March 2000.
In early 2000 the Gibson Gold Collection,
commemorating 150 years of the Gibson compa

GILLESPIE, HAVEN

ny's operation, was produced by Bullseye Produc
tions, a unit of Gibson Greetings Inc. The Gibson
company's general manager for Bullseye, George
White, oversaw this project, for which 48 repro
ductions of vintage greeting cards from the Gibson
company's archives were selected. Later in 2000,
American Greetings closed the Gibson company's
corporate offices at Amberley Village and at Cov
ington, as well as the distribution plant in South
Covington. Greeting cards produced by the Gib
son company are kept in the American Greetings
Corporation's archives.
"American Greetings Corp. to Acquire Gibson Greet
ings, Inc. for 0.40'ſimes Revenue," Weekly Corpo
rate Growth Report, November 15, 1999, 10470.

"Business Brief Gibson Greetings, Inc. Headquarters
to be Moved to Kentucky by Next Year" Wall
Street Journal, Aug. 14, 1998, 1.
C. R. Gibson. www.crgibson.com (accessed April 4,
2006).

Driehaus, Bob. "Beginning of End for Gibson Greet.
ing Office Jobs Cut, Ky. Plant Remains," CP March
10, 2000, 10C.
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of Americans, challenging things cold and sweet
such as Coca-Cola. In the late 1950s, "pop" wines
such as those produced by the Gibson Wine Com
pany began to be served much as soft drinks were
among young people. The emerging popularity of
Riunite wines during the 1950s is perhaps the best
example of this trend.
Gibson's wines were aimed for the middle-line,

price-conscious consumer and the everyday
drinker who keeps a jug of wine in the refrigerator
for sipping. The company's products were sold
mainly in supermarkets, where they competed with
inexpensive wines produced by Gallo and Al
maden. The Gibson Wine Company also produced
several private labels, for supermarkets and liquor
stores. In 1981 it had estimated annual sales of $20

million and 9 million gallons of product in storage,
making it the nation's 18th-largest winery.
The Gibson Wine Company's Covington op
eration was not without labor problems. In 1941
the company pled guilty to violating the Kentucky
statute regulating the number of hours women

Haven Gillespie, ca. 1949.

were allowed to work. In 1956 there was a vote to

Gibson Greeting Cards Inc. Gibson 1850–1975: Our
125th Anniversary. Cincinnati. Gibson Greeting
Cards, 1975.
"Gibson Jobs Leave," CP June 3, 2000, 9A.

Luken, Charles, and Mark Brown. Gibson Greetings,

determine whether the employees of the plant in
Covington wished to be represented by the Inter
national Union, Allied Industrial Workers of
America, AFL-CIO.

Inc. Memphis, Tenn.; Towery, 1996.

Murray, Matt. "Gibson Rejects $292 Million Bid from
Big Rival," Wall Street Journal, March 6, 1996, A3,

Fields, Gregg. "Gibson Thinks Fruit Wines Are Ripe,"
CE, October 16, 1981, C9.

"Firm Officials Fined on Hours Act Charges." KP
Margaret Prentice Hecker

June 24, 1941, 1.

"Gibson Wine Acquired by Association," CP Novem
GIBSON WINE COMPANY. The Gibson Wine

Company operated in Covington from 1934 until
1971. When Robert H. Gibson and Louis W. Schultz

founded the company in 1933, Prohibition was in
force, but rabbis could produce sacramental wines
legally. By 1941 William A. Schneider was also a
partner in the firm. In 1944 the Gibson Wine Com
pany moved its headquarters to Elk Grove, Calif.,
near Sacramento, but a small operation remained
in Covington at 235 Scott St. Although the firm had
moved west, the Cincinnati area remained its top
market, and abranch office remained in Cincinnati
at 218 W. McMicken Ave., in the Over-the-Rhine

neighborhood. In late 1961 the company had plants
in both Cincinnati and Covington, employing
roughly 150 workers. That year, the firm was ac
quired by Sanger Winery Associates of Sanger, Ca
lif., and became a part of a wine cooperative owned
collectively by 150 California grape growers. The
Sanger cooperative's motivation was to ensure the
distribution of its product through the Gibson
Wine Company's network of outlets. Before the
sale, Gibson Wine Company had purchased all of
the grapes produced by the Sanger wine coopera
tive during the previous 10 years. Later, the Gibson
Wine Company operated out of 20 W. 18th St. in
Covington, in 1962 undervice president Schneider
and in 1970, at the same address, under president
Schulze. Its Covington plant, a bottling-finishing
and warehouse facility, distributed wines through
out Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, and West Virginia.
Gibson Wine Company made fruit wines, rather
than table wines. The company was one of the first
U.S. wine producers to attempt to quench the thirst

ber 3, 1961, 4.

"Sanger Acquired Gibson Wine Co." CE, November
3, 1961, 1.

"Union Ballot at Gibson Wine," KTS, October 10,
1956.6A.

GILLESPIE, HAVEN (b. February 6, 1888, Cov.
ington, Ky; d. March 14, 1975, Las Vegas, Nev.).
"Youbetter watch out, you better notcry, better not
pout, I'm telling you why: Santa Claus is comin' to
town." This is the oft-sung lyrical advice that song
writer Haven Gillespie gives children in his classic
song "Santa Claus Is Comin' to Town," one of the
10 most popular Christmas songs of all time.
James Haven Gillespie was the sixth of nine
children born to William "Will" and Anna Riley
Gillespie. The family was poor and lived in the
basementofa house on Third St. and Madison Ave.

in Covington. Haven's father was a painter and
musician with a penchant for the whiskey bottle
and a goodear for music, who had once studied for
the priesthood. Haven's mother worked as a ser
vant. Later in life, Haven said his most vivid mem

ory of childhood was seeing his father's empty
whiskey bottles spread all over the house. The
young Haven dropped out of Covington's Third
District School in the fourth grade after a compo
sition he wrote won second rather than first prize.
He later explained that he had dropped out of
school because "he felt he was lacking." In 1902, at
age 14, Haven moved to Chicago to live with rela
tives and found a job as a "printer's devil," which
entailed cleaning printing presses and runninger
rands. At the time Chicago was the second-largest

city in the United States, and Haven reveled in the
city's whirlwind of activity and quick-paced life.
As his work as a printer's devil progressed, he ſo
cused on words and their arrangement, develop
ing an understanding of the English language that
served him well later as a lyricist. Gillespie re
mained, throughout his life, first of all a printer
and secondly a songsmith. As he put it, "I have ink
in my blood." By 1907, having become a qualified
compositor and printing journeyman, Gillespie
returned to Covington and joined the Interna
tional Typographic Union; he continuedasaunion
member for 67 years. His timing was poor in 1907,
however, since that year a strike in the printing
trades left him out of work. By 1909 the strike had
ended, Haven had returned to his job in the print
ing industry in Chicago, and he had married his
childhood sweetheart from Kentucky, Corene
Parker. The couple began marriedlife with a grand
total of $16 between them. Gillespie initially could
not read or write music, and all his early compos
ing attempts failed. By 1911, therefore, he and his
now pregnant wife had returned to Covington.
The same year, he took a newspaper printing job
with the Cincinnati Times Star. Louis Mentel, a

ragtime musician and president of the Associ
ated Music Company in Cincinnati, helped launch
Gillespie's career as a songwriter by publishing
eight songs, none of which met with success.
Not until 1917, with the publication of his 46th
song, "The Harbor of Love," did the young song.
writer make a mark in the music industry. Becom
ing one of the many passing sentimental hits dur
ing wartime, this song reached number three on
the music charts and initially earned Gillespie
$12,000 in royalties. It was the first big break for
Gillespie, who was by then working at the New
York Times, living in New York City, and trying to

become a songwriter in the city's famed Tin Pan
Alley. An outbreak of polio that year in the city
worried Gillespie's wife so much that the couple
returned with their seven-year-oldson, Lamont, to
Chicago. Gillespie went back to his work in the
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printing trade, though he was by this time an expe
rienced songsmith with an expanding list of con
tacts in the music industry. He had collaborated in
composing several songs for the vaudeville stage
and also had published songs with the Remick
Publishing Company, a leading national music
publisher. His next big break in the music industry
came in 1921, when he met Egbert Van Alstyne,
a brilliant composer, pianist, and song plugger 10

years Gillespie's senior, who had worked at the
Remick Publishing Company, had written three
hit songs, and was then living in Chicago. From
Van Alstyne, with whom Gillespie soon paired in
songwriting, Gillespie learned the requisite tech
nical skills of lyrical composition. During the
1920s, in collaboration with Van Alstyne and oth
ers, he wrote 88 songs, including, in 1923, the lyrics
for “You’re in Kentucky Sure as You're Born," a
brief hit that was for Kentuckian Gillespie a partic
ular delight. By then he was writing with compos
ers, bandleaders, and vaudevilliansnationwide, and

his lyrical compositions, most of which were writ
ten in a matter of minutes, were becoming Tin Pan
Alley staples. He wrote his favorite song of all time,
"Drifting and Dreaming," in 1925 and his first clas
sic, “Breezin' Along with the Breeze" in 1926.
Homesick, the Gillespies returned to Coving
ton in 1929. Haven worked enough in the printing
trades during the hard times of the 1930s to main

1950) becoming a charted success. Gillespie's alco
holism was beginning to affect his work. However,
he had an idea that temporarily stayed the decline.
In 1949 he published "That Lucky Old Sun," a
megahit that Gillespie had first thought about
writing several years earlier. He was inspired by
sitting in his backyard along Montgomery St. in
Covington, watching the sun pass over the twin
spires of Mother of God Catholic Church.
There followed, during the next three decades, a
long list of songs written by Gillespie, only one of
which, “God's Country," sung by Frank Sinatra,
charted. Haven Gillespie published his last song, “I
Love to Dream,” in 1972. A recovering alcoholic,
he was living at the time in Las Vegas.
In a songwriting career spanning six decades,
1911–1972, more than 300 of Gillespie's songs were
published, he collaborated with more than 100
other songwriters, and he wrote songs for eight
musical revues and variety shows. Forty-four dif
ferent music publishers printed Gillespie's works,
20 songs that he wrote charted, including 3 that
were number one (“Breezin' Along with the Breeze”
[1926), “Honey” [1929], and “That Lucky Old Sun"
|1949); and his songs were heard in 17 movies. Ha
ven Gillespie, one of the world's most prolific song
writers, died of cancer in 1975. He was cremated

and his remains were buried in Bunker's Memory
Gardens in Las Vegas, next to his wife, Corene.

tain his union card, but his main work was as a

songwriter. He soon made two important friends,
Covington radio owner L. B. Wilson, who liked
Gillespie and helped promote his songs, and New
York native Freddie Coots, who became his song
writing collaborator and longtime friend. Hav
ing picked up his father's fondness for whiskey,
Gillespie thrived in Covington, especially after the
repeal of Prohibition in 1933. Dividing his time
between work as a printer and trips to Chicago and
New York City to promote his songs, he was fre
quently, when home, seen at the Covington tavern
of an old friend, ex-vaudevillian Kern Aylward.
Aylward had opened a saloon in 1934 at 530 Scott
St., in the heart of Covington's Irish neighborhood,
and Gillespie was a regular customer who joined
Aylward and others in singing and general merri
ment. Gillespie loved telling stories and drinking
with his friends at Aylward's Saloon and later, dur
ing the 1950s, could be found doing the same at
Arcaro's Tavern, a bar in Erlanger operated by the
father of famed jockey Eddie Arcaro. The year
1934 was magical for the new songwriting team of
Coots (music) and Gillespie (lyrics). That year they

First, William E., and Pasco E. First. Drifting and
Dreaming: The Story of Songwriter Haven
Gillespie. St. Petersburg, Fla.; Seaside Publishers,
1988.

Reis, Jim. “Songwriter Gillespie Brought Santa to
Town," KP, February 16, 2004,4K.
Steitzer, Stephanie. “Santa Song No Hit with Writer,"
KP, December 22, 2003, 1K.

James C. Claypool
GIRL SCOUTS. Girl Scouting, which came to
Northern Kentucky only a few years after the orga
nization began in the United States, helps cultivate
values, social conscience, and self-esteem in young
girls, while teaching them critical life skills that
will enable them to succeed as adults. Through Girl
Scouts, girls discover the fun, friendship, and
power of girls together. The organization serves all
girls of ages 5 to 17 through various levels: Daisy,

form tents, restrooms, ashowerhouse, a unithouse

bunkhouse, and a cabin for staff housing. Camp
facilities also include a dining hall, a swimming
pool, a health center, a camp office, a trading post,
and a craft center. In 2007 the property was sold
and the facility was closed.
In 2001 the cities of Newport and Covington
chose to honor the thousands of past and present
Girl Scouts of Northern Kentucky by naming a
new bridge the Licking Valley Girl Scout Bridge.
The bridge, a replacement for the former Short
Way Bridge, connects Newport and Covington.
Community service is at the heart of the Girl
Scout program. Girl Scouts stresses social respon
sibility and the importance of helping others. Lick
ing Valley Girl Scouts conduct a variety of service
projects, from collecting used books for libraries
or baby clothes for women's shelters, to cleaning up
local waterways, participating in civic events, and
sending personal supplies and Girl Scout Cookies
to military personnel stationed overseas.
In 2006 the Licking Valley Council became
part of the Girl Scouts—Wilderness Road Council,
which still maintains a local office in Erlanger. Be
cause of the merger, one of the Northern Kentucky
counties—Carroll Co.—was transferred to the

Kentuckiana Girl Scouts Council.
“Council of Girl Scouts Is Started," KTS, March 1,
1918, 10.

“Goodies Being Readied for GI,” KP February 14,
2003, 1 K.
“Our Scouts—Activities of Northern KYScouts Indi

viduals Listed," KP, January 12, 1918, 2.
Elizabeth Comer Williams

Gordon Low in 1912 in Savannah, Ga.

Comin' to Town,” an immediate hit that charted

teer leaders soon formed a Girl Scout council in

a second time in 1947 when Bing Crosby and the

Northern Kentucky, separate from the Cincinnati
council. At the time, Girl Scouts participated in
numerous events such as first aid, bed-making,
and signaling. As the number of Girl Scout troops
in Northern Kentucky grew, four more councils
were chartered. In 1950 Kentucky Girl Scout lead

one, “The Old Master Painter" (1945), later (in

In 1955 the Girl Scout Council of Licking Val
ley received from the Campbell family a generous
donation of 211 acres in Fleming Co. for use as a
camp. This property, which became known as the
Campbell Mountain Girl Scout Camp, opened to
the first group of girls in 1959. It eventually in
cluded two camping units, each containing plat

branch of the Girl Scouts was founded by Juliette

wrote their Christmas classic, "Santa Claus Is

Gillespie national hit, “You Go to My Head," was
made popular in 1938 by the Glen Gray Orchestra,
with vocalist Kenny Sargent. A popular torch song
with sophisticated lyrics, it was recorded by top
singers such as Billie Holliday, Lena Horne, Peggy
Lee, and, a generation later, Linda Ronstadtbacked
by the Nelson Riddle Orchestra. Between 1939 and
1947, Gillespie published just 14 songs, with only

Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Mason, Owen, Pendleton,
and Robertson.

Brownie, Junior, Cadette, and Senior. The U.S.

By 1918 there were several Girl Scout troops in
the tri-state area. Because so many Northern Ken
tucky girls were interested in the program, volun

Andrews Sisters recorded it. Another Coots

relocated to Covington in 1973 and to Erlanger in
October 1986. In order to comply with standards set
by the national organization, the council changed
its legal name to Girl Scout Council of Licking Val
ley Inc. in April 2000. The council served 12 coun
ties: Boone, Bracken, Campbell, Carroll, Fleming,

GIRTY, SIMON (b. 1741, Chambers Mill now

Dauphinj, Pa.; d. 1818, Mauldin, Canada). Simon
Girty, who later fought with the British in the Rev
olutionary War, spent his early childhood at
Sherman's Creek, in the northwestern part of Penn
sylvania. While he was a teenager, his family moved
into Fort Granville, in modern central Pennsylva
nia, because of Indian attacks near their home. In

1755 the fort was overrun by a group of French sol
diers and their Indian allies. Simon's stepfather

ers combined the five smaller councils into one

was burned at the stake and his mother and her

large council to serve the entire Northern Ken
tucky region. With this merger, the Licking Valley

four children, including Simon, were taken cap
tive. Simon soon learned the Seneca language, was
adopted into the Seneca Tribe, and was given the
Indian name of Katepacomen. As part of a peace

Girl Scout Council received its charter in 1951 and

set up an office in Newport. The headquarters were

GLACIERS

treaty signed in 1758, the Indians agreed to release
Simon and all other captives. He reluctantly re
turned to the European settlements and took up
residence near Fort Pitt (Pittsburgh, Pa.). Girty
served as a scout and interpreter for various trad
ers and later for the British Army, during Lord

sions, he served as a guide for Maj. George Wash
ington shortly before the French and Indian
War began tºn July 25, 1759, Gist and 62 Catawba
Indians left Williamsburg, Va., en route to Win

chester, Va. He was attempting to enlist the help of

and became a close friend of Simon Kenton. The

the Indians against the French, but he died of
smallpox on this journey. His burial place is un
known. A Northern Kentucky historical society is

two men made a pact, promising to be blood broth

named in his honor.

Dunmore's War (1774). About that time, he met

ers for life. That act later saved Kenton's life when

he was captured and sentenced to death by the In
dians. In 1778 Girty joined with the British and the
Indians to fight in the Revolutionary War. He was a
leader during the British-led Indian sieges of Fort
Boonesborough and Bryants Station in Kentucky
and also at the British victory in the Battle of Blue
Licks (August 19, 1782) in present-day Robertson
Co. He led the British and the Indians in 1779 in

the Battle of Dayton, Ky. (see Rogers' Defeat),
where 60 Kentucky militia soldiers, under Col. Da
vid Rogers (see Rogers’ Defeat) and Col. Robert
Benham, were ambushed and savagely attacked.
Girty played an active role in an Indian victory in
1791 over American frontier military forces (St.

Hicks, Irle R. “Christopher Gist, First Ky. Visitor, Also
First Reporter," KP February 13, 1964,4K.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Read, Fred. “Gist Served as a Guide for Washington,”
KTS, February 22, 1957, 3A.

GLACIERS. Glaciers profoundly affected the to
pography of Northern Kentucky. A glacier is a
“river" of ice. When the rate of snowfall exceeds

and participated in the British defeat at the Battle

the rate of snow melt, the resulting buildup com
presses from its own weight. This compression is
called firnification, and the compressed snow is
known as firn. Over time, the firm compresses fur
ther into ice and a glacier is born. Once a large mass
of ice reaches more than one square kilometer in
size, it is officially designated a glacier. Gradually
the glacier's increasing size and mass causes it to
begin to move slowly, either downhill or outward

of the Thames in 1813. After the end of hostilities,

from its center.

Girty retired to a farm in Malden, Canada. There
he married and raised a family. He attempted to
become a good citizen; however, his bad reputation

Glaciers are found in two main forms, alpine
and continental. Alpine glaciers originate high in
mountainous terrain and are associated with steep

preceded him, and his neighbors would have little

mountain valleys. Flowing down the valleys, they

to do with a person they considered to be both a
murderer and a savage. Simon Girty died at Malden
in 1818, at either 76 or 77 years of age.

impact the terrain but generally stay confined
within the original valley walls. Continental gla
ciers, also known as ice sheets, are very large in
scale and may cover an entire continent. A glacier
is considered a continental glacier when it grows to
more than 50,000 square kilometers (19,305 square
miles) in size. At the present time, continental ice

Clair's Defeat), as well as in Indian defeat of the
Americans at the Battle of Fallen Timbers in 1794.
He also assisted the British in the War of 1812

Ohio History Central. “Simon Girty.” Ohio Historical
Society. www.ohiohistorycentral.org.
Reis, Jim. “Men Who Fought on the Other Side,” KP,
May 23, 1988,4K.

RootsWeb.com. “Simon Girty." www.rootsweb.com.

sheets are found in Antarctica and Greenland.

A glacial system has three main components:
GIST, CHRISTOPHER (b. ca. 1705, Baltimore

(1) the ice and the sediments contained within the

Co., Md.; d. 1759, Cherokee country [Virginia,

glacier itself, (2) the landscape over which it flows,

South Carolina, or Georgia). Explorer Christopher

and (3) any deposits left behind by its advance or

Gist was the son of Richard and Zipporah Gist. He
grew up in Baltimore. His father, a surveyor, had
laid out the city of Baltimore. By 1729 Christopher

retreat. All three components are dependent on one
another. As the glacier or ice sheet moves across the
landscape, it accumulates sediments, such as rocks,
gravel, sand, and other debris. The sediments be
come embedded in the ice and are carried along
with the glacier. As it moves, it leaves some debris
behind. Low areas may be filled in, or higher areas
may be scoured off and deposited some distance
away. These deposits have many names, including
kame, esker, moraine, or outwash deposits. Each
defines a particular type of collected sediment. As
glaciers begin to melt and retreat, large volumes of
material are often left behind as outwash deposits
in river and stream valleys. Large deposits of sand
and gravel found along the Ohio River in Northern

Gist had married Massachusetts-born Sarah How

ard, and he appears to have worked as a surveyor
before becoming a fur trader. By 1750 his family
was living in the Yadkin River Valley of western
North Carolina, not far from the home of another

future Kentucky explorer, Daniel Boone. The
newly founded Ohio Company of Virginia hired
Gist to explore its 500,000-acre land grant west of
the Allegheny Mountains in preparation for even
tual settlement. When he crossed the Ohio River

into Kenton Co. during his trip west in 1751, he
became one of the first documented white men

ever to set foot in Kentucky. His party camped at
the confluence of the Licking and Ohio rivers, and
he stopped at Big Bone Lickin Boone Co. for salt.
He then returned to Virginia and reported on the
scenic beauty of Northern Kentucky. Gist made
two more trips to Kentucky; on one of the occa

Kentucky were left by glaciers. Windblown sedi
ments often accumulate south of the glacier's fur
thest advance. Called loess, these fine, silty sedi
ments contribute to modern soil development.
The Ice Age is a common name for the geologic
period known as the Pleistocene, which is in turn
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part of the Quaternary period. From 1.8 million
years ago to about 12,000 years ago, a series of gla
ciers advanced from Canada into the United States

and later retreated. The glaciers had a profound ef.
fect on the creation of the local modern drainage
system, including the Ohio River, soil formation,
and the deposition of glacial outwash along the
major river valleys. The Licking River is one of the
few local preglacial rivers that still flows close to its
old course. The present channels of the Ohio River
and other local streams are a direct result of the

successive advances and retreats of glaciers in
Northern Kentucky. The glaciers left deposits of
loess, eolian (windblown) sand, and outwash along
the major stream channels in their path. Modern
soil formed both from glacial deposits and from
weathering of the limestone and shale bedrock. In
contrast, the major soil deposits along the Ken
tucky River and Eagle Creek derive from slack
water clay and silty alluvium caused by localized
flooding, not from glacial deposition.
During the Pleistocene, four major ice sheets
directly or indirectly impacted Northern Ken
tucky. The two oldest, the Nebraskan and the Kan
san, often referred to as pre-Illinoian, both oc
curred before 300,000 years ago. Because of the
actions of the two more recent glaciations, the Illi
noian and the Wisconsinan, deposits from the ear
lier glaciers are rare. In Northern Kentucky, depos.
its from the earlier ice sheets may include thin
layers of eroded stony and clayey till. When found,
such deposits occur in in-filled shallow preglacial
stream valleys.
The time period between the pre-Illinoian
glaciations and the Illinoian is known as the Yar
mouth interglacial. During this period (approxi
mately 425,000–200,000 years ago), the old Lick
ing River, the old Kentucky River, and the old
Eagle Creek continued to develop and became
entrenched.

The Illinoian glaciation occurred between ap
proximately 200,000 and 132,000 years ago. Little
evidence of this period is found in Northern Ken
tucky. One well-known geologic feature, however,
known as Split Rock in Boone Co., may date to the
Illinoian period. Split Rock, at the confluence of
Woolper Creek and the Ohio River, is a collection of
conglomerate rock deposited by a glacier. The only
other documented deposit in Northern Kentucky is
a narrowband of sediment that stretches from Silver

Grove in Campbell Co. into Bracken Co.
After the Illinoian ice sheet retreated, by about
132,000 years ago, the next interglacial period,
lasting until about 70,000 years ago, was known as
the Sangamon Paleosol. Mature soils developed in
Northern Kentucky during this period from
weathering bedrock and older glacial till.
The last glacial advance that affected Northern
Kentucky, albeit indirectly, was the Wisconsinan
(also called Wisconsin), which occurred between

70,000 and at least 10,000 years ago. Divided into
three individual glacial advances and retreats, this
final stage reached its maximum extent about
20,000 years ago and had retreated by about 10,000
years ago. The glacial ice did not reach directly into
Northern Kentucky, but it did influence stream
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drainages by depositing sand and gravel in the
Ohio River channel, and loess reached the north

ern tier of hills in Boone, Kenton, and Campbell
counties. In the northern parts of the counties, soil
types such as Nicholson also formed partly from
loess, windblown soils deposited during the Pleis

gin of its name. The name is said to derive either
from Glen Coe, Scotland, where the Campbells
massacred the McDonalds in February 1692, or
from "glen of crows," a reference to the large flocks
of crows in the area. A third possibility is that the

Welcome to Gallatin County, www.gallatincountyky

town was named for a famous racing stud, Glen

GLENCOE BAPTIST CHURCH. In April
1877, Lewis H. Salin, a converted Jew and a Bap
tist preacher, began a religious meeting lasting sev
eral days in Glencoe in Gallatin Co., first in a bar
room and then in a blacksmith shop. On January
11, 1878, a council was called by a company of men
and women to establish an independent church at
Glencoe. Messengers from the Ten Mile Baptist
Church, the Poplar Grove Baptist Church, the
Oakland Baptist Church, and the Pleasant Home
Baptist Church, upon hearing the covenant and
the articles of faith read, agreed unanimously to

tocene glacial advances. Some soils along the

coe, which was active in Kentucky until the early

ridgetops were formed partially from glacial till
and have a thin loess cap.
One of the most famous Northern Kentucky
geologic features, Big Bone Lick in Boone Co.,
was formed partly as a result of indirect glacialim
pacts. The geology and the soils at Big Bone Lick
that created its unique landform characteristics
are the indirect results of the Pleistocene glacial
advances. The drainage features that developed
throughout the Big Bone area initially were part
of the Teays River system, which was the major,
northward-flowing preglacial river of the area.
Several periods of glacial advancement and retreat,
however, forced the abandonment of the Teays
River system, and the modern Ohio River system
of today developed as a result. During the most re
cent glacial retreat (the Wisconsin), the floods of
meltwater carried by the Ohio River (to the north
of Big Bone Lick) deposited in the major valley vast
quantities of sand and gravel, which built up and
trapped the waters of the northward-flowing Big

1850s.

Bone Creek, forming temporary lakes. During
these periods the lacustrine silty clays and clayey
silts (“blue clay") that provided the soils in which
the Pleistocene mammals became entrapped were
deposited in these lakes. The combination of min
eral springs and clay beds contributed to the for
mation of the Pleistocene animal fossil beds for

which Big Bone Lick is famous.
Hedeen, Stanley. Big Bone Lick: The Cradle of Amer
ican Paleontology. Lexington: Univ. Press of Ken

tucky, 2008.
— Natural History of the Cincinnati Region.
Cincinnati: Cincinnati Museum Center, 2006.

Kentucky Geological Survey, www.uky.edu/kgs (ac
cessed October 6, 2006).

The original land grant in the area was made
around 1795 to Col. Robert Johnson, who built

and operated a gristmill on a natural millrace just
north of the town before 1800. Johnson later sold

a substantial portion of his land holdings, includ
ing the mill, to John Castleman. The Castleman
family operated the mill into the early 20th cen
tury. Glencoe is adjacent to an important inter
section of two of the earliest roads that passed
through the county–Boone's Trace and Steele's
Rd (U.S. 127).

nary System." http://pubs.usgs.gov/profſplislhſ
quat.html (accessed October 6, 2006).
Potter, Paul Edwin. Exploring the Geology of the
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Region. Ken
tucky Geological Survey, Special Publication 22,
Series 11. Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky, 1996.

Teller, James T. "Preglacial (Teays) and Early Glacial
Drainage in the Cincinnati Area, Ohio, Kentucky,
and Indiana," Geological Society of America Bul
letin 84, no. 11 (1973): 3677–88.

between 1867 and 1869. In 1869 M. J. Williams
laid out land on the west side of Steele's Rd. in lots,

concrete-block educational-recreational build

creating the core of the settlement. That same
year, Dr. O. B. Yager, a Confederate physician and
a friend of Frank and Jesse James, settled there,
where he practiced until his death in 1934. Dur
ing the 1870s, two churches, a school, and a Ma
sonic lodge (see Masons) were established. Busi

ing was built. In June 1969 the property of Mae
Duvall was purchased and the five-room house on
the lot was converted into the Sunday school build
ing for the church. In 1975 a new educational
building was added at a cost of $69,860.
The Glencoe Baptist Church joined the Ten

nesses included a hotel, two general-merchandise

Mile Baptist Association in 1878 and has partici

stores, a drug store, a shoe and saddle maker's
shop, an undertaker's establishment, and a black
smith business owned by James Ruddle, the in
ventor of the Ruddle hoe. By the early 20th cen
tury, there was also a moviehouse, an egghatchery,
a tomato cannery, a tobacco warehouse, a coal
yard, and a lumberyard. The Great Depression
of the 1930s and World War II had a devastating
impact on Glencoe, from the 1950s, with the de

pated in the Southern Baptist Convention's Co
operative Program for many years. It has used
Southern Baptist materials and programs and has
supported numerous Southern Baptist mission en
deavors. Glencoe Baptist Church has been listed in
the top 100 churches in per capita gifts to the Ken

founded later, with the construction of the Lou

ing most of its commercial businesses, in addi
tion to population.
Notable residents have included Yager and
Ruddle, as well as Pascal H. Duncan, a member of

the Kentucky legislature in the 1870s; Franklin R.
Shirley, a professor of drama, debate, and commu
nications at Wake Forest University in Winston
Salem, N.C.; Henry Beach Jr., president of George
town College, Georgetown, Ky., and Mary Frances
Penick, better known as country singer Skeeter
Davis. In 2000 Glencoe had a population of 251.
Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati. John S. Swift,

ern bank of Eagle Creek, which forms the south
ern boundary of Gallatin Co. In the 1780s, Daniel
Boone surveyed a trace road through this part
of Northern Kentucky; his road has become Ky.

was remodeled at a cost of $6,306. In 1952 a

tucky Baptist Convention for several years. In fis
cal year 2004, the church ranked 30th, with a per

capita gift of $157.
No church meetings were held from September
1918 through January 1919, because health author
ities canceled meetings in response to the outbreak
of the Spanish influenza. The church was closed
again in March 1919, when there was a smallpox
outbreak.

In July 1936, Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Hendrix willed
their home to the Glencoe Baptist Church for use as
a parsonage. A new, brick parsonage was built on
the site in 1963, at a cost of $12,700. Lucille Court

ney was elected church clerk in 1959. The first
woman to hold an elected office in the Glencoe

Baptist Church, she served for 13 years. No church
members served in the military in World War I.
But in World War II, seven members of the church

2003.

Gray, Gypsy M. History of Gallatin County, Ken
tucky. Covington, Ky. Self-published, 1968.

served: Raymond “Bud” Beverly, 8th Air Corps; M.
E. "Dude"Boots, navy; Russell Eugene Clark, army,

as a member of the invasion force at Normandy in

Perrin, William Henry, J. H. Battle, and G. C. Kniffin.

Kentucky: A History of the State. Louisville, Ky.

1944; Allen Eugene Hamilton, army (awarded a

F. A. Battey, 1888.

Purple Heart for wounds received in Italy); Oran

Rts.16 and 467 and the Boone Rd. Glencoe is the
U.S. Census Bureau. “American FactFinder. DataSet.

third-oldest incorporated town in the county, al
though there is some debate as to when the com
munity was originally founded and about the ori

include them in the constitution of the new church.

isville, Cincinnati, and Lexington Railroad,

The first post office was established in March
1848, and the town was incorporated in February
1876. Some accounts argue that the town was

Jeannine Kreinbrink

GLENCOE. Glencoe is situated along the north

Sabrina Alcorn Baron

Salin was elected the Glencoe Baptist Church's
first pastor.
The first church building was built in 1878, at a
cost of $656. In July 1898 a new church building,35
by 55 feet in size and costing $1,550, was dedicated
on the site of the present church. In 1921 the church

cline of the railroad, the town declined also, los

McDowell, Robert C., and Wayne L. Newell. “Con
tributions to the Geology of Kentucky: Quater

.com (accessed June 29, 2006).

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SF1) 100-Percent

“Mac” McKinney, marines, South Pacific; J. D. Po
land, army; and Rev. Everett Rountree, army. While

Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed

Rountree was stationed at Paris, France, he was sec

July 15, 2006).

retary to Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower.

GOEBEL, WILLIAM

Two pastors have had long tenures: Roundtree,
1966–1981, and Rev. Hardin Lowe, 1989–2005. The

Glencoe Baptist Church remains a thriving part of
the community.
Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,
2003.

McKinney, Maureen, and Everett Roundtree. “A His
tory of the Glencoe Baptist Church," 1978, Glencoe
Baptist Church, Glencoe, Ky.
Hardin Lowe

GLENN, DUDLEY.A. (b. October 2, 1847, Boone

Co., Ky.; d. October 11, 1911, Latonia, Ky). Dudley
A. Glenn, a lawyer, was the son of Jerimiah "Jerry”
and Louisa Yelton Glenn. His father was a farmer

and livestock dealer and, at one time, was the inn

keeper at the Gaines Tavern, Walton. He attended
public school, graduated from Transylvania Uni
versity in Lexington, and studied law at the Leba

many of German heritage, in Covington. In 1917
the church received its first resident pastor, Rev.
Henry W. Little. After worshipping in a remodeled
house on Madison Ave. in Covington, in 1934 the
congregation voted to move to Park Hills; they
changed the church's name to Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church and broke ground for a new
building at the corner of Amsterdam and Hamil
ton Rds. on June 9, 1937. The financial constraints

of the Great Depression forced the church to rein
in its building plans, so initially only the finished
basement was completed. On February 27, 1938,
the church held its first service, dedicating the
completed portion of the building. The church
continued to add onto its building over the next
two decades and finally completed the structure in
1955. The acquisition of a nearby existing building
in 1963 allowed the Zion Evangelical Lutheran
Church to expand again by adding an education
center and office space in Park Hills.
The other church involved in the formation of

non Law School in Tennessee. In 1870 Glenn was

admitted to the bar; he moved to Covington in
1872.

Glenn was elected to the Kentucky legislature
for one term (1877–1878), representing Coving
ton, and was a member of the Constitutional Con
vention of 1890. In 1897 he was elected common

wealth attorney. He was instrumental in the
formation of the town of Latonia (now part of
Covington) in 1894 and served on its first town
council as a trustee. Glenn was a member of sev

eral fraternal organizations.
He married Lucy Mason, the daughter of
George and Mary Mason. The Mason estate be
came the Dinmore Park section of Latonia, and the

Glennssettled there. After their first home burned,

they lived at 3612 Glenn Ave. They were devout
Episcopalians, and some of the organizational
meetings for the establishment of St. Stephen's
Episcopal Church took place in their parlor. Lucy
Glenn was the organist for the small parish for
many years.

In 1910 Dudley Glenn suffered astroke at Cov
ington City Hall and was left partially paralyzed,
so he traveled to Florida to recuperate. After re

turning to Latonia, he died in 1911 at his home and
was buried in Highland Cemetery, Fort Mitchell.

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church was Faith Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Erlanger. This church began as
a small group worshipping in the homes of mem
bers, with the assistance of Rev. Lorin L. Spenny,
the pastor at Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Park Hills, and Rev. J. Paul Rimmer, the pastor at
Hopeful Lutheran Church, near Florence, Ky. In
1946 the group grew large enough to need different
accommodations, worshipping at several different
locations. In 1947 the congregation purchased
property at 3804 Dixie Highway in Erlanger and
worshipped first in the existing two-story house
on the property, which at that time was used both
as a chapel for worship services and as the home
of the church's pastor. Due to the small size of the
congregation, finances were extremely limited.
Though a parsonage was erected at 49 Price Ave. in
Erlanger in 1953, the congregation did not begin
building the main sanctuary until 1961. The old
chapel was demolished and the new building was
erected on the site and opened in 1962.
In the early 1980s, both churches remained
small. After Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church
lost its pastor, one of the pastors helping out was
the new minister in Park Hills. Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church was in somewhat better circum

rented a storefront in the Heritage International
Shopping Center in Erlanger. With the resources of
both churches now available, the congregation be
gan to grow.
Ground was broken for the current church

building on May 12, 1985, but all did not go
smoothly. Halfway through construction, the con
tractor went bankrupt. The bonding agency soon
afterward went bankrupt too. In anticipation of
the move, the merged church's rental contract at
the shopping center had not been renewed, so the
young church was forced to relocate yet again, this
time to nearby Dixie Heights High School in
Edgewood. The congregation of Gloria Dei Lu
theran Church struggled together through these
difficult times and continued to grow. After agener
ous loan from a Lutheran church in Indiana, con

struction finally resumed, and the completed build
ing was dedicated on October 26, 1986. An
education wing was added early in 1989, allowing
the church to move forward on a new project, a pre
school. Undertheleadershipofthe pastor, Rev. Vicki
Garber, the Gloria Dei Lutheran Church launched a

fund drive and broke ground for an $850,000 addi
tion in 2008, completed in January 2009.
Carmack, Anita, church organist. Interview by Jen

nifer Gregory, July 25, 2006, Crestview Hills, Ky.
“Church to Offer Classes. Preschool Opens in Sep
tember," KP, July 25, 1989,2K.
-

“Gloria Dei Historical Timeline,” Gloria Dei Lutheran

Church, Crestview Hills, Ky.
Waltman, Henry G., ed. History of the Indiana
Kentucky Synod of the Lutheran Church in Amer
ica. Indianapolis, Ind: Central, 1971.

Jennifer Gregory
GOEBEL, WILLIAM (b. January 4, 1856, Sulli
van Co., Pa.; d. February 3, 1900, Frankfort, Ky).
William Goebel is the most recent governor of Ken
tucky (1900) who was a resident of Northern Ken
tucky. He is also the only governor in U.S. history
who died in office as a result of an assassination.

William Justus Goebel, the oldest child of
German-born immigrants William (Wilhelm) and

cial on October 3, 1982, and an interim church

Goebel, at his death in 1877, as "one of the most

council was selected. The first service of the new

sold to the Faith Christian Center, and Gloria Dei

prominent and highly respected German citizens."
Three years later, Goebel's mother died and he, in
his early 20s, became the guardian of two younger
siblings.
Ambitious, hard-working, highly intelligent,
and strong willed, Goebel had sold newspapers
and worked as an apprentice at Duhmes Jewelry
Store in Cincinnati while he pursued his educa
tion. He attended Kenyon College's Grammar
School at Gambier, Ohio, and in 1877 graduated
from the University of Cincinnati Law School. His

purchased land in Crestview Hills, halfway be

abilities had attracted the attention of the two most

“Dudley A. Glenn Passes Away at Home in Latonia,"

located so close to each other and were, to a limited

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 26252, for the year

new church site. In the meantime, the new church

extent, being served by the same minister, they be
gan to consider merging. The merger became offi

him.

KP, October 11, 1911, 3.

tween the merged churches' former locations, for a

Augusta Goebel, spoke only German in his early
years. His father served in the Union Army during
the Civil War and then moved to Covington,
where he held a variety of jobs and was a member
of numerous organizations. Although the younger
Goebel later emphasized his family's poverty,
an area newspaper described the elder William

stances, having a new full-time pastor, but its con
gregation remained small. Both congregations were
struggling financially. As the two churches were

His wife and all seven of their children survived
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1911.

“Miss Olive Glenn," KP, June 7, 1971, 4K.

Karl Lietzenmayer
GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH. Al

though it can trace its origins back to 1916, Gloria
Dei Lutheran Church, in Crestview Hills, was ac

tually established in 1982 with the merger of the
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church and the Faith
Evangelical Lutheran Church.
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church (originally
First English Lutheran Church) was founded in
1916 to serve the growing number of Lutherans,

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church was held in Zion

Evangelical Lutheran Church's building on Janu
ary 15, 1983.
Eventually it was decided that the church
needed to move into a different building to provide
the merged congregations a fresh start as a unified
body. The Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church's
building was sold to Dixie Nautilus & Fitness, the
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church's building was
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GOEBEL, WILLIAM

powerful political figures in Covington, and he
eventually served as a law partner of John White
Stevenson, U.S. senator and former Kentucky

governor (1867–1871), and Covington native John
G. Carlisle, Speaker of the U.S. House and secre

tary of the treasury. Goebel soon became a wealthy
attorney, specializing in cases against corporations
and railroads. He also served as a director of Cov

ington's Citizens National Bank.
Despite his success, Goebel lived simply. He
resided in boarding houses and apartments on
Sixth and Seventh Streets, near his office at 11

Boone Block on Scott St. in Covington. He read
studiously, had few friends, and apparently had al
most no female attachments. He never married.

Instead, Goebel focused almost solely on his work
and on his new interest of politics. When the
Democratic Club organized in 1880, members
elected Goebel as the first secretary, within four
years he sat on the local Democratic Executive
Committee. Backed by powerful friends, the
31-year-old Goebel decided to run in 1887 to fill a
vacant seat in the Kentucky Senate. Republicans
supported the Union Labor Party candidate in the
election, and that political combination almost de
feated Goebel, but he won by 56 votes.
Goebel differed in several ways from typical
Kentucky politicians of his era. At a time when
well-to-do ex-Confederates or Confederate sym
pathizers dominated his Democratic Party, his
nonaristocratic family had supported the Union.
Moreover, his German background varied from
the more typical English or Scotch-Irish origins of
state leaders in Kentucky. And his approach to
power was out of the ordinary. In the absence of
good speaking skills or a pleasing public personal
ity, he operated behind the scenes, making deals,
working out coalitions, scorning established ways.
As a result he became known as a machine politi
cian, “Boss Bill,” “the Kenton King." Such tactics
also made him seem atypical. In addition, he led a
younger group of voters who challenged an estab
lishment he portrayed as venal and corporate
controlled. Goebel supported black rights and
women's rights; he advocated strict controls on the
powerful Louisville and Nashville Railroad
(L&N) and its lobby; he pushed for an end to the
corrupt lottery; he initiated laws aiding laborers;
he advanced restrictions on convict labor; he re

duced or ended road and bridge tolls. He was an
unusual figure in the politics of the common
wealth of Kentucky. In something of a contradic
tion, Goebel used the methods of the political boss
to achieve his urban progressive goals. Some peo
ple opposed both the means and the ends. Others
saw him as along-overdue reformer.
In his hometown of Covington, his stands and
tactics also angered important leaders, such as
Theodore Hallam and Harvey Myers Jr. An
other opponent was John Sandford (also spelled
Sanford), who countered Goebel on several fronts.

"Boss Bill" purchased the Covington Ledger to
present his views, and soon it referred to Sandford
as “Gon_h ea John.” On April 11, 1895, the two
men accidentally met in front of a bank and shots
rang out. Goebel had a bullet hole in his coat, and

Sandford had one in his head. Goebel's opponent
soon died. A judge determined that “reasonable
doubt" existed over which man had drawn his pis
tol first, so Goebel went free. Later a grand jury
failed to indict Goebel. But now his growing list of
enemies saw him not only as a political boss, a dem
agogue, and an upstart, but also as a murderer.
The Sandford shooting seemed to have little ef.
fect on Goebel's continuing rise to power, however.
In 1889 he had won reelection to the state senate

without opposition. After that, he had served on
the convention that drafted the Kentucky's current
constitution. In 1893 he had successfully defeated
Hallam in the primary and had kept the seat by a
three-to-one margin. Then in 1897—two years af.
ter the Sandford affair–Goebelovercame primary
opponent John C. Droege (a bank director at Sand
ford's old bank) and subsequently defeated Repub
lican Charles E. Clark in the general election by a
5,553-4,696 count. First named Kentucky Senate
president pro tem in 1894, Goebel continued to
hold that post through 1900. With his political
base secure, Goebel now turned his eyes to the
governorship.
In 1898 Goebel introduced, and the Kentucky
legislature passed, a controversial bill to change
the system of regulating elections. Numerous
members of his own party opposed what became

But the contest had not ended. The legislature
was the final judge of the governor's race, and the

legislature had a Democratic majority. Goebel's al
lies filed a “Notice of Contest,” arguing that illegal
ballots had been used and that those votes should

be voided, which would make Goebel the rightful
governor. As a 10–1 Democratic joint legislative
committee heard evidence, observers expected it
to rule soon in Goebel's favor. A few years earlier,
similar actions had voided a Tennessee governor's
race, and Kentucky Republicans feared the same
result. They called in armed allies from Eastern
Kentucky—"the Mountain Army"—to put pres
sure on the legislature, and that action only added
to an already volatile mix.
On January 30, 1900, as the contest continued,
Senator Goebel walked to the state capitol to pre
side over the senate. Just a few steps from the build
ing, he was shot. As he battled for life, the legisla
tive committee recommended that he be named

governor. Meanwhile, the Republican chief execu
tive declared that a state of insurrection existed,

adjourned the legislature to meet in the moun
tains, and called out a militia force that sur

midst of that unrest, the Democratic convention

rounded the capitol grounds. Democratic legisla
tors termed those actions illegal, met secretly in a
hotel room, adopted the committee report, and
named Goebel as governor. On January 31, 1900,
Goebel was sworn in, and in his only official action
he ordered the Taylor troops removed and directed
the legislature to reassemble in Frankfort. Some
questions aboutthelegality oftheactions prompted

met at the Music Hall in Louisville in June 1899 to

a second swearing in the next day. At the same

select a gubernatorial nominee from among P. Wat

Company is the servant or the master of the people
of this Commonwealth.” The L&N then poured
huge sums of money into opposing the nominee.
Goebel responded, “I ask no quarter and I fear no

time, Goebel's lieutenant governor signed an order
replacing the Republican adjutant general with
one sympathetic to Democrats. The new appointee
called out a militia force friendly to his party. Since
Taylor and the Republicans refused to recognize
the validity of those actions, two governors, two
separate legislative assemblies, and two separate
armies—facing each other across a street—vied for
power. Civil war seemed possible.
Meanwhile, Goebel's strength ebbed. The rifle
bullet had shattered ribs, punctured a lung, and
gone through his body. Goebel died at 6:44 p.m. on
February 3, 1900, at the age of 44. His officially re
ported last words were, “Tell my friends to be brave,
fearless, and loyal to the great common people."
Goebel had been governor for three days and had
lived for little over 100 hours following the assas
sination. He was not governor when he was shot;
whether he was governor when he died would now
be decided by the judicial system.
State courts found in favor of Goebel. In May
1900 the U.S. Supreme Court (in contrast to its ac
tion in the 2000 presidential race decision) ruled

foe."

that it was a state matter and that the decision of

Election Day passed rather quietly, but results
showed that Goebel and Taylor were locked in a
very close race. The election commission met and,
to the surprise of almost everyone, voted 2–1
against Goebel's claims. It certified Taylor the vic

the majority of the legislature should stand. Taylor

known as the Goebel Election Law, while some Re

publicans viewed it as a dangerous attempt to en
sure the “Kenton Czar's" eventual election. In the

Hardin, the leader; William J. Stone, who com

manded the second-largest number of delegates;
and Goebel, who trailed the field going into the
convention. But Stone and Goebel joined forces
to get rulings unfavorable to Hardin's cause, and
then Goebel outmaneuvered Stone and narrowly
received the nomination on the 26th ballot. Dis

gruntled Kentucky Democrats formed a third
party and nominated ex-governor John Young
Brown (1891–1895). Thus, a divided party faced
Republican nominee William S. Taylor. Observ
ers predicted a very close race, with every vote
important.

Though faced with opposition from his former
law partner Carlisle and other key party leaders,
Goebel continued speaking out against trusts and
concentrated wealth, saying the question was
"whether the Louisville and Nashville Railroad

tor with 193,714 votes to Goebel's 191,331 and

Brown's 12,140. The third-party ballots had cost
Goebel dearly. Three days later, Kentucky's second
straight Republican governor was inaugurated.

fled the state, since he was under indictment as an

accessory before the fact. Republicans charged
that the Democrats had stolen the election; Demo

crats countered that Republicans had killed their
governor. Kentucky's already strong party feelings
intensified.

In the end, jurors indicted 16 people in con
nection with the murder of Goebel. Five went to

GOLDBERG, MAX H.

trial and three were convicted. According to the
prosecution's case, Caleb Powers, the secretary of
state, had planned the assassination, Henry Yout

those known to have been involved, the unstable

Family recipes and preparation reflect local prefer
ence and tradition. Originally, goetta, like scrapple,
was prepared as a loose porridge that was scooped
up with bread from a bowl, a practice consistent
with goetta's probable medieval origin as a farm
house food item. By the 19th century, however,
goetta in northwestern Germany had a firmer,
loaf-like texture, and that preparation method was
brought to the Northern Kentucky area,
Traditionally eaten as a breakfast food, goetta

Youtsey seems a more likely candidate as the assas

is now served at all mealtimes and also as a snack

sin. Yet the assassin could also be someone who

remains virtually unknown to history. In the end,
the Republican-dominated high court in the state

food. The recent innovations such as goetta links
and goetta pizza demonstrate goetta's popularity
in the region. Goetta is also featured at local res

invalidated several of the convictions. Seven trials

taurants, church events, and German-American

occurred over seven years, and eventually all three
convicted men received pardons.
After his death, Goebellay in state at Odd Fel
lows Hall (Independent Order of Odd Fellows)
at Fifth St. and Madison Ave. in Covington and
then was buried in Frankfort Cemetery. A statue
was later erected over his grave and another was
placed in front of the new capitol. A half century
later, the statue was moved from the new capitol
to the Old Capitolyard, near the scene ofthe shoot
ing. That monument, which portrays a serene

functions. And Goettafest is now celebrated dur

sey of Cold Spring, a stenographer in the auditor's
office, had handed the gun to the assassin and
pointed out Goebel, and Jim Howard, a Clay Co.
feudist, had pulled the trigger. However, packed
juries, partisan judges, and perjured testimony
leave the scenario somewhat open to question. Of

Goebel, contrasts with the controversial nature of

his life. To his supporters, he was a martyr to the
cause of reform. To his enemies, he stood as a boss

who sought power by any means. Whatever the
case, Goebel's death and the trials that followed

cast along, dark shadow over Kentucky life.
Hughes, R. E., E. W. Schaefer, and E. L. Williams.
That Kentucky Campaign. Cincinnati. Robert
Clarke, 1900.

Klotter, James C. William Goebel: The Politics of

Wrath. Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1977.
James C. Klotter

GOETTA. The word goetta, for a German dish
that came with immigrants to Northern Kentucky,
is derived from the Low German Götta, or High
German Grütze, which is related to the English
word groats. The Low German Göttwurst (Grütz

wurst in High German) refers to a sausage consist
ing of pork, beef oatmeal (pinhead or steel cut), and
spices. The recipe and the term were brought by
German immigrants from northwestern Germany,
especially Hanover, Oldenburg, and Westphalia, to
Northern Kentucky and to nearby German Ameri
can communities in the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana
region. The term goetta is a direct German loan
into American English as spoken in the area. More
over, it reflects a specific regional origin in north
western Germany and the process of chain migra
tion to the Ohio River Valley.
Variations of goetta are produced in other re
gions of Germany but are known by other terms,
especially by the High German Grützwurst. An
example of Grützwurst in America is Pennsylva
nia German scrapple, which contains similar in
gredients but uses cornmeal rather than oatmeal.
Goetta is usually made into loaves, but it is also
available insausagelinks. Some cookspreparegoet
ta by breaking it up and frying it as ground meat.

ing the summer in Covington and Newport.
A basic dietary item in the region, goetta
serves as a cultural marker revealing the influence
of German immigration. It is produced by several
companies and various regional meat markets,
the main company today being Glier's Meats of
Covington. Glier's produces more than 1 million
pounds annually at its Goetta Place address, the
largest goetta plant in the United States. Others
include Finke's Market in Fort Wright, which
makes 50,000 pounds each year, both traditional
and hot and spicy flavors, and the Hoffman Sau
sage Company in Cincinnati. At one time most of
the local butcher shops in the region made their
own goetta for retail sale. When Finke's operated
its 824 Main St. location in Covington, it sold goet
ta to the nearby Irish, calling it "Irish mush." The
family has been making and selling the product
ever since George Finke opened his shop in 1876.
Here is a typical recipe for goetta:
8 cups water

2 teaspoons salt
1 pinch pepper
21/2 cups oatmeal (pinhead or steel cut). Dorsel's
Pinhead Oatmeal is preferred
1 pound ground pork and 1 pound ground beef
1 large onion, sliced (optional)
1 to 4 bay leaves (optional)
(2 teaspoons savory may be used instead of the on
ion and bay leaves)
Boil the water in a large pot with a lid; add the
salt, pepper, and oatmeal. Cover and cook for two
hours, stirring the mixture often.
Add the meat, onion, and bay leaves (or sa
vory), and mix well. Cook for another hour with
continual stirring. Remove the bay leaf (if used)
and pour the mixture into bread pans. Refriger
ate overnight.
To serve, goetta can be sliced and fried until it
is crispy, or just heated; or it can be crumbled and
fried. It may be used as a breakfast food with eggs,
pancakes, and so forth or served on bread or rolls
to make a sandwich. Anyone who does not want to
prepare goetta from scratch can readily find it in
regional meat markets and grocery stores or at
Findlay Market in Cincinnati's Over-the-Rhine
neighborhood.
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"Gaga over Goetta—Business Produces about a Mil
lion Pounds Annually," KP February 22, 2003,6K.
Oehler, Martha Finke. “Goetta Making in Coving
ton.” Unpublished paper, goetta vertical file, Ken
ton Co. Public Library, Covington, Ky.
Paeth, Greg “Gotta Get It to Get a Goetta," KP, No
vember 15, 1992, 3K.

"Talk about Goetta, You Getta Finke," KP, February
25, 1957, 1.

Tolzmann, Don Heinrich. German Heritage Guide
to the Greater Cincinnati Area. Milford, Ohio:
Little Miami, 2003.
Don Heinrich Tolzmann

GOFORTH, WILLIAM (b. December 25, 1767,

New York City; d. May 12, 1817, Cincinnati, Ohio).
Physician William Goforth was the son of William
Goforth and Catherine Meeks. He studied medi

cine under Dr. Charles McKnight and the surgeon
anatomist Dr. Joseph Young. Like numerous other
medical students and physicians, he left New York
City in 1788 amid turmoil and riots fueled by con
troversy over the use of human cadavers in the
study of anatomy. Goforth's westward travels led
him first to Maysville and then to Washington, Ky.,
where he settled in 1788 and practiced medicine
for more than a decade. In 1799 he moved to Ohio,

eventually settling in Cincinnati, and again estab
lished a large medical practice. He was one of the
earliest physicians to introduce vaccination to resi
dents of the Greater Cincinnati area.

During his initial journey to Kentucky, Go
forth became acquainted with the Drake family
and many years later honored a request by Isaac
Drake that he someday teach medicine to Drake's
then three-year-old son Daniel. Goforth is today
highly recognized for this role as preceptor to his
apprentice Dr. Daniel Drake, another legendary
early Cincinnati physician.
Possessing a wide spectrum of interests in the
natural sciences, Goforth was also intrigued with
paleontology. He was instrumental in leading an
1803 archaeological dig for mastodon and mam
moth fossils at Big Bone Lick in Boone Co., an
event visited that year by Meriwether Lewis of the
Lewis and Clark Expedition (1803–1806).
Goforth relocated to Louisiana in 1807. There he

became involved in political affairs and served as
surgeon to a regiment of the Louisiana militia. He
returned to Cincinnati in 1816 and died of hepati
tis on May 12, 1817. He was buried at Columbia
Grounds in Cincinnati, but his remains were moved

to Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati in 1854.
Johnson, Allen, and Dumas Malone. Dictionary of
American Biography. Vol. 4. New York: Charles
Scribner's, 1959.
}uettner, Otto. Daniel Drake and His Followers: His

torical and Biographical Sketches. Cincinnati:
Harvey, 1909.

The National Cyclopedia of American Biography.
Vol. 23. New York: James T. White, 1933.

Obituary. Liberty Hall and Cincinnati Gazette, June
2, 1817, 2.

Judy L. Neff
GOLDBERG, MAX H. (b. April 5, 1913, Fal
mouth, Ky.; d. December 18, 2007, Morehead, Ky).
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GOLD WALLEY

broadcasting pioneer L. B. Wilson, who owned
movie theaters and radio stations in Northern

Max Goldberg, 1978.

Kentucky and Cincinnati, Maxentered politics in
1965, was elected mayor of Falmouth as a Demo
crat, and held that office for 33 years. He was very
proud of the way he directedcity finances: henever
raised real estate tax rates, never installed parking
meters, had no city payroll tax, and never required
residents to buy automobilestickers. He attempted
to pay cash for all public projects, rather than have
the city incur debt. His one regret was that he was
not able to persuade the Commonwealth of Ken
tucky to build a Licking River dam at Falmouth,
which he felt would help alleviate flood damage
and provide recreational jobs. He loved Falmouth
and even in his nineties could regularly be seen
around town, shaking hands with fellow citizens,
chatting with old friends. Max acquired a reputa
tion of romancing ladies from around the world,
but he never married. Goldberg died in 2007 and
was buried in Riverside Cemetery in Falmouth.
"Falmouth Mayor Makes Few Waves in 30 Years." KP.

Few people have lived a more exciting and fulfill
ing life than Max Goldberg, the former mayor of
Falmouth. He was a racecar driver and a World

War II bomber pilot and owned businesses in
cluding a motel, a restaurant, and several movie
theaters. Goldberg attended the local public school
and graduated from Falmouth High School. His
parents, Solomon (Sol) and Jennie Yanfaki Gold
berg, emigrated from Russia around 1900 and op
erated a clothing store in Falmouth. Max was
trained extensively in electricity, aeronautics, and
engine mechanics. During the 1920s and 1930s, he
began building and racing automobiles at the Fal
mouth Fairgrounds. As his racing career pro
gressed, he competed at tracks throughout the
Northern Kentucky region and as far north as
Dayton, Ohio. In the late 1930s, Max took a job
with the Wright Aeronautical Corporation in Day
ton, where he repaired airplane engines. His em
ployer sent him to England to work as an airplane
mechanic.

Max was in England at the outbreak of World
War II and while there joined the British Royal Air
Force (RAF). He trained to become a pilot of mul
ti-engine propeller-driven aircraft. Shortly after
the United States entered the war in 1941, Max left

the RAF and became a pilot with the U.S. Army
Air Corps. During the war he flew 43 bombing
missions over Germany and France. Numerous
times his planes were hit by enemy gunfire, so that
he had to return them to base, often with only one
or two of their four engines running. Twice a plane
he was piloting was shot down; one time he para
chuted to safety, and the other time he was severely
injured in the crash. At war's end, Max went to
Knoxville, Tenn., where he cperated several drive
in theaters. He later moved to Mason Co., Ky., where
he bought the well-known Washington Opera
House. There, his customers were entertained with

dation to extend its contributions to other wor

thy golf endeavors. The NKGA conducts seven
amateur tournaments each summer, with entrants

numbering about 1,000. The organization esti
mates that each year more than 700,000 golfers
play roundson member courses. The NKGA estab
lished a Hall of Fame in 2001 to honor Northern

Kentucky golfing pioneers, saluting golfers who
have "complied with the highest standards of in
tegrity, sportsmanship and good conduct in con
nection with golf."
For more than 60 years, thousands of other
young men and women have developed their inter
estand honed their golfskills by competing in the
NKGA Amateur and Junior Amateur tournaments

February 24, 1997, BIB.

"Falmouth Says Goodbye to Mayor Max, KP De
cember 11, 1989, 1K-2K.

Goldberg, Max. Interview by Jack Wessling, August
12, 2005, Falmouth, Ky.
Jack Wessling

and have gone on to compete successfully in state
and national tournaments. In recent years, two
Northern Kentuckians have played on the PGA
Tour. Ralph Landrum and Steve Flesch.
Members of NKGA Hall of Fame

GOLD WALLEY. Gold Valley, in western Grant
Co. not far from the Owen Co. border, was so

named because it was mistakenly thought that gold
had been discovered there. The first record of com

munity action at Gold Valley was a gift of one
fourth acre of land by Richard Osbourne and his
wife in 1856 on which to construct a school and a

church meetinghouse. Local schools are now long
gone. The church was reorganized as the Concord
Baptist Church in a new building in 1884. The
current building was built in 1922. Concord Bap
tist Church remains at the center of community
life in Gold Valley.
Mount Pisgah United Methodist Church, or
ganized in the late 1800s, is also on Gold Valley Rd.
This church's first building burned in 1910. The
second building burned in 1962 and was replaced
by the current structure. One of the most scenic
views in Grant Co. can be seen from the front yard
of the Methodist church. It sits 200 feet above one

of the larger of the Eagle Creek horseshoe bends
and its extensive fertile valley.
Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992
John B. Conrad

GOLF. Golf began to make its mark as a popular
sport in Northern Kentucky during the 1920s as
golf courses were established at Fort Mitchell
Country Club in Fort Mitchell, Summit Hills
Golf and Country Club in Crestview Hills, De

In the 1950s he returned to Falmouth and

wou Golf Club in Park Hills, and Twin Oaks Golf
Course in Latonia. In 1940 these four entities

bought the Past-Time Movie Theatre, which he
operated for many years. He became a friend of

formed the Northern Kentucky Golf Association
(NKGA) to promote amateur golf and conduct

live stage performances and motion pictures.

local tournaments. The NKGA, now with golf
courses and country clubs from several Northern
Kentucky counties listed as members, contributes
to the Northern Kentucky Invitational Golf Tour
nament Scholarship Fund to support the men's
and women's intercollegiate golf teams at North
ern Kentucky University in Highland Heights.
The golf association now has established a foun

William Deupree Jr., a former Northern Kentucky
(1952) and Kentucky state amateur (1950) cham
pion and nine-time Fort Mitchell Club Cham
pion who also won two Cincinnati Metropolitan
amateur titles (1954, 1959).

Herb Fitzer, who won the Kentucky State High
School Championship at Summit Hills in 1937
and has been head professional at both A. J. Jolly
Golf Course in Campbell Co. and the Fort Mitch
ell Country Club.
Robert Gray, a three-time Northern Kentucky
Champion (1965, 1966, 1974), Senior Amateur
Champion (1982), and Northern Kentucky Player
of the Year(1982).

Angie Grubbs, who won the Women's Northern
Kentucky Amateur Championship five times
between 1959 and 1970.

Gary Herfel, a past champion of the Northern
Kentucky Tournament (1983), a two-time win
ner of the Mid-Amateur (1986, 1999), a four
time winner of the Senior Amateur (1996, 1997,
1999, and 2002), and a Carran Memorial winner
(1999). Herfel also has won the Northern Ken

tucky Invitational Tournaments seven times,
has been named Player of the Year three times,
and was chosen Senior Player of the Year six
times, most recently in 2004, when he won both
the Kentucky State Senior Amateur and Open
titles. He is the only player to have won all five of
the men's NKGA championships in a span of 19
years. Herfel founded the Northern Kentucky
Invitational, was president of the NKGA from
1998 to 2003, and has been club champion at
Highland Country Club 10 times.
Bud Humphreys, a first-year inductee, who won the
Northern Kentucky Amateur Championship in

GOODWILL INDUSTRIES

1960 and 1961, who is a nine-time Fort Mitchell

"Deupree Keeps on Winning," CP May 15, 1998, 1B.

Club Champion, and who won the Kentucky
State Senior Amateur in 1989.

Northern Kentucky Golf Association. www.nkga
.com (accessed on December 27, 2006).

Dennis Hurley, who was a member of Covington
Catholic High School's State Championship
Golf Team in 1969 and winner of the Kentucky
Junior Championship in 1971.
Margaret Jones, a part of the first group of induct
ees, who is a two-time winner of the Northern

Kentucky Women's Championship, won the
Kentucky State Women's Championship four

Goodwill sells donated items in retail stores, and

GOOCH, DANIEL L. (b. October 28, 1853, Cal

the funds received support programs and services,
such as the employment and training programs. At

houn, Ky.; d. April 12, 1913, Covington, Ky). Busi
nessman and politician Daniel Linn Gooch (known
as Linn) was born near Owensboro, where he was

Spencer Kerkow, who was inducted into the Hall of
Fame in 2004, won the Northern Kentucky Am
ateur and the Central Kentucky Amateur Cham
pionships, and was a five-time club champion at
Fort Mitchell Country Club before his death at
age 26. The Amateur Championship was played
in his honor and referred to as “The Kerkow” for

home, which he called Gooch Island, on the St.

a number of years.
Robert Leach, a founding honoree, who won the
Northern Kentucky Senior Amateur in 1995
and was the first recipient of the NKGA Dis
tinguished Service Award for his work in pro
moting local golf. He and Bob Schultz won the
two-man Senior Championship in 2003 and

Clair River in the Virginia mountains. He entered
politics in 1900 and was elected to the U.S. House
of Representatives, as a Democrat, serving from
March 4, 1901 through March 3, 1905. Linn lived
a sedate existence during his retirement years, in
the Arthur Apartments, at 545 Greenup St. In

time champion of the Cincinnati Metropolitan
Women's Tournament.

2004,

Harry McAttee, another of the first-year inductees,
who was head professional at the Highland
Country Club for 36 years, was active in fund
raising in the community, and loved to teach golf
to old and young alike. The Harry McAttee Me
morial Tournament is played each year to benefit
the St. Luke Hospital Foundation.
John Meyers, a first-year inductee and an original
founder of the NKGA, who won the Northern

Kentucky Amateur five times between 1946 and
1959, captured a Cincinnati Metropolitan title
in 1951, and was a 13-time club champion at
Summit Hills.

Robert Schultz, a first-year inductee, who holds
four Northern Kentucky Amateur Champion
ships (1956, 1964, 1967, and 1978) and five Car
ran Memorial Titles, was Senior Amateur in

2001 and 2003, was named Senior Player of the
Year in those years, won the Cincinnati Legends

Springfield Pk. Over the years, many new pro
grams and services have been added.
The Goodwill story is a simple but important
one. Working in partnership with the community,

Dennis W. Van Houten

educated in a private school. At age 17 he entered
the business world, by starting a company for the
manufacture of medical supplies. The business
was very successful, and after several years, Linn
moved to Covington, hoping to find an evenlarger
market for his products. There he started the Cin
cinnati Drug and Chemical Company. Linn mar
ried Virginia Stout, and the couple had two
daughters. The Gooch family lived at 520 Greenup
St. As his wealth grew, Linn purchased a summer

times between 1962 and 1971, and was a three
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1907 Gooch donated a 127-volume set of books,

The War of the Rebellion, to the Covington Li
brary (see Kenton Co. Public Library). He died
in his Covington apartment at age 59 and was
buried in the Woodlawn Cemetery in Dayton,
Ohio.

Biographical Directory of the United States Congress.
"Gooch, Daniel Linn." www.bioguide.congress.gov
(accessed November 22, 2005).

“Linn Gooch Dies at Home in Covington," KP April
14, 1913, 2.

GOOD

SHEPHERD

LUTHERAN

CHURCH. Established in 1995 as a grassroots
church with a handful of families, Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church (a member of the Lutheran

Church Missouri Synod) now has about 350 mem
bers. The congregation dedicated a new building at
9066 Gunpowder Rd. in Florence, Ky., in 1998, and
a Family Life and Education Center was scheduled
for completion in spring 2008.

the core of Goodwill's mission is its commitment

to assist people with disabilities and provide ser
vices that encourage self-sufficiency.
Goodwill's rehabilitation employment and
training division offers a multitude of programs
and services for individuals with disabilities and

other barriers to employment. Services for indi
viduals include work evaluation, occupational
skills training, work adjustment training, place
ment services, job coaching support, and assistive
technology. In 2005 Ohio Valley Goodwill pro
vided service to 2,609 individuals who were

searching for vocational independence; 735 men
and women were placed into competitive commu
nity employment.
Goodwill's work evaluation program assesses
the individual's need for additional rehabilitation

services such as skills training, placement assis
tance, job coaching, and assistive technology ser
vices. To help people develop needed vocational
skills, Goodwill offers occupational skills training
in four areas: office procedures and computer tech
nology, janitorial services, food service, and
groundskeeping and lightjanitorial.
The job placement department provides ser
vices in the areas of job development, vocational
exploration, market surveys, job-seeking skills
training, and job retention. After individuals ob
tain employment, the job coaching department
provides support including on-site job training,
off-site services, training in appropriate work be
havior, self-advocacy skill training, travel train
ing, personal adjustment, and long-term follow
up services.

Goodwill's workadjustment training program
offers an individualized program that reflects in

dividual goals, wishes, and desires. The program
serves individuals sponsored by county boards of
mental retardation and developmental disabili
ties. In addition, Goodwill provides service for
transition students from various local school dis

of Golf title three times, is a seven-time Summit

Hills Country Club titleholder, and was the
NKGA president from 2004 to 2006. A member
of the Thomas More College Hall of Fame, he
formerly coached the golf team there.
Ralph “Pete" Stuntebeck, a first-year inductee,
who began his golfing life as a caddie at Fort
Mitchell Country Club, was the youngest golf
professional in the United States, as club pro at
Fort Mitchell at the age of 18; regained amateur

“Good Shepherd Lutheran Bible School to Start,” KE,
July 20, 2006,4C.
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. www.gslutheran
.org/index.htm (accessed October 9, 2006).
“Good Shepherd to Dedicate Sanctuary," KP, Novem

status in 1937 and won numerous amateur titles

Valley Goodwill Industries, which includes several
Northern Kentucky counties in its service area,
has been providing services for individuals with
disabilities and other barriers to employment. The
organization moved to its present facility in the
village of Woodlawn, Ohio, in 1957 and in 2004
celebrated a grand reopening that marked a com
plete renovation of its 13-acre campus at 10600

including three Northern Kentucky titles and
one Cincinnati Metropolitan; turned profes
sional again in 1951 and was the head profes
sional at Twin Oaks Golf Course for 26 years;
and won both the Greater Cincinnati Stroke

Play and Kentucky State Senior Open champi
onships in 1955.

ber 7, 1998, 6K.

Melinda G. Motley
GOODWILL INDUSTRIES. Since 1916 Ohio

tricts who are making the move from school to
work.

In 2004 Goodwill introduced its newest pro
gram option, CARE (the Center for Advocacy,
Recreation and Education). The CARE is a service

that diversifies Goodwill's program offerings to
individuals with developmental disabilities, par
ticularly those with personal care support needs.
Goodwill also offers assistive-technology sup
port for individuals either at home or in a work
setting. The department helps to provide services
in a variety of areas including ergonomics, com
puter access, home accessibility, job-site accessibil
ity, job accommodations, and seating and wheeled
mobility.
In Kenton Co., Goodwill has operated stores in
Covington since at least the 1950s, in two locations
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GOURMET STRIP

along Pike St. and, for theyears 1990–2003, at 25W.
Seventh St. The organization developed and owns
the Goodwill Village Apartments for the handi
capped along Banklick St. in Covington and has a
store along Taylor Mill Rd. in Independence. In
Boone Co., Goodwill has a facility along Tanner's

Ln. In Campbell Co., after being located for years at
Fifth and York Sts. in Newport, the organization
now has a store along Donnermeyer Dr. in Belle
vue. In Mason Co., Goodwill operates astore at 505
Market Place Drive in Maysville.

Hwy and St. James Ave., built for the tourist

Fort Wright (including old Lookout
Heights)
Jerry's Restaurant, 1663 Dixie Hwy, featuring
|-boy hamburgers. It was one of the early drive
in restaurants along the strip. Later it became
Clyde's Steak House, and then Cassidy's; the
building was demolished in 2006.
Lookout House, 1721 Dixie Hwy, a posh night
club featuring Hollywood entertainers that was
destroyed by fire on August 14, 1973.
Oelsner's Colonial Tavern, 1730 Dixie Hwy,
opened in March 1937 and operated by three

trade about 1930 or before, with distinctive

brothers, Russell, Richard, and Charles Oelsner.

roadside architecture featuring an operating
windmill. Gasoline pumps stood outside, and
there was also a restaurant offering chicken and

It was a favorite gathering place for Cincinnati
Reds baseball players during the 1930s and
1940s. The tavern was demolished and a Skyline

steak dinners.

Chilistands on the site.

Gus Sanzere's Golden Goose, 1504 Dixie Hwy,
originally known for its Italian food and now the
home of the Szechuan Gardens.

Chappie's Tavern, 1560 Dixie Hwy, later renamed
Tom and Jerry's and now demolished.
Town and Country Restaurant, 1622 Dixie
Hwy, opened in 1936 as the Blue Star Tavern,
operated by the Wooten family; now the home
of Chuck McHale's The Gardens of Park
Hills.
Old Mill Grill, on the northeast corner of Dixie

"Covington to Have New Goodwill Shops." KTS,
April 1, 1955, 1A.
"Goodwill Expands," KTS, July 20, 1956,4A.

"Goodwill Relocating Its Covington Store." KE,
March 28, 2003, B2.

"Goodwill Strengthening N. Kentucky Presence: Tan
ners Lane Store 12,000 Square Feet"KP March 27,
1993, 11K.

"Invalid Needs Job Therapy," KP, November 19,
1969, 1K.

Ohio Valley Goodwill Industries. www.cincinnati
goodwill.org (accessed October 14, 2006)
"Record Turnout Greet Goodwill Store's Opening in
New Location," vertical file, Kentucky Gateway
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Museum, Maysville, Ky.
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GOURMET STRIP. This was the name given
to a string of restaurants, nightclubs, and taverns
stretching along the Dixie Highway (U.S. 25/42),
from Covington to Florence, Ky. The Gourmet
Strip was a popular destination for Cincinnatians,
Northern Kentuckians, and travelers, particularly
from the 1930s through the 1970s. Dining varied

-

º

-

of entertainment spots featured illegal gambling,
such as bookmaking, slot machines, and gaming
tables. The end of gambling in Kenton Co. in the
1950s, the opening of I-75 in 1963—diverting in
terstate travelers—and various firesbrought an end
to the Gourmet Strip, and only a few buildings re
main. Some of the prominent restaurants included
these, listed by city.
Park Hills

Hahn Hotel, 1424 Dixie Hwy, a 19th-century inn
and tavern where drovers of livestock stopped
(see Meatpacking).
Marshall's, 1450 Dixie Hwy, which featured a din
ingroom, a cocktail lounge, and party rooms.
Colonial Bake Shop, 1470 Dixie Hwy, open 24
hours daily, offering coffee and baked goods to
travelers.

LamplightersClub of Nick Behle, 1491 Dixie Hwy,
a late-night gathering spot principally for musi
cians and workers from the restaurants and clubs

along the strip.
White Horse Tavern, 1501 Dixie Hwy, opened in
1936 and operated by Ben S. Castleman; de
stroyed by fire on January 26, 1972. Castleman
reopened the restaurant across the street in the
old Golden Goose, closing it in September 1972.
In 1977 he and other investors opened a new
White Horse at 3041 Dixie Hwy. in Edgewood,
Lookout House Supper Club.

"lillºulum
-

º

-

--- ---ope ---

from fine cuisine to tavern food to the new fast
food drive-ins of the 1940s and 1950s. A number

but it closed in 1978.

Nº.
-
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GRACE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Kanebrake Restaurant, 1830 Dixie Hwy, later the
Hillcrest Tavern, featuring chicken dinners. The
restaurant was demolished and a dry cleaner
now occupies the site.
Schillings Drive-In Restaurant, 1939 Dixie Hwy,
demolished and replaced in 1962 by the Hofbrau
Haus Restaurant, now called Shimmer's Tavern.
Fort Mitchell

Hearthstone,2053 Dixie Hwy, currently Indigo's.
Robertson's, 2216 Dixie Hwy, founded by Cliff
Robertson in 1959 and closed in 1972.

Frisch's Restaurant, 2498 Dixie Hwy, featuring
Big Boy hamburgers, one of the early drive-in
restaurants along the strip.
Greyhound Tavern, 2500 Dixie Hwy, opened as
the Dixie Tea Room in 1921.

Hilda Ramler purchased the business in 1954,
and it closed in 1984.
"Deals Closed for Business Places Here: Roadhouse

Building to Be Erected Near Covington, Contrac
tors Reveal," KP, July 24, 1936, 5.

"Fire Rips through Restaurant," CE (Ky. ed.), July 14,
1971, 13.

Hicks, Jack. “Boone County Movers and Shakers Los
ing an Old Haunt,” KE, June 19, 1984, B1.
— "Breakfast Lovers Losing Landmark on Dixie
Hwy." CE(Ky ed), September 29, 1972, Al.
"History of Famous Old Northern Kentucky Resorts
Recalled as Good Beer Comes Back," KP, April 6,
1933, 3.

“Hofbrau Haus Opened at Motel,” KP, July 24, 1962,
1K.

Jacobs, Gabriella."Nightspot Heads for Last Roundup."
KP June 25, 1982, 1K.

Johnson, Omer. "Dixie Strip' Fades Away into His
Stevie's Clubhouse, 2501 Dixie Hwy, opened by
Clubhouse and then Kentucky Tavern. It was de

tory," KP June 17, 1982,4K.
“Marshall's Formal Opening Announced," KP, Feb
ruary 19, 1955, 1.

molished in 1957 for a Remke Market.

“Prosecutor Leads Own Raids of Cabana, Arcaro's,

Joe Stevie in 1901 and later renamed Zimmer's

Saddle Club,2587 Dixie Hwy.

and the Swan," CE (Ky. ed.), October 17, 1949, 1.
Reis, Jim."Dixie Gourmet Strip'Outshone Cincinnati

with Food, Gambling," KP, January 10, 1983,4K.
“Six Beautiful Dixie Cities Visited by Kentucky

Lakeside Park

Barleycorn's Five Mile House, 2542 Dixie Hwy,
an eatery that dated from the 19th century and
was later renamed Retschulte's. The current

Times-Star.” KTS, June 25, 1957, 5A.
Paul A. Tenkotte
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three-story parsonage was erected as an addition
to the rear of the church building. In 1894 a daugh
ter congregation, named the Immanuel German
Reformed Church, was established in the nearby
city of Bromley. A frame church was constructed
for the new congregation at the corner of Boone
and Harris Sts. in Bromley.
A large-scale renovation of this church build
ing occurred in 1896. At that time, a new Gothic
Revival facade was added. The new facade included

two entranceways, a large central Gothic window,
and a bell tower. At the same time, new art-glass
windows were installed in the sanctuary.
The use of the German language in worship
slowly declined in the World War I period as fewer
immigrants settled in Covington. In 1904 Sunday
school teachers were given permission to use En
glish classroom materials. At about the same time,
the church board agreed to have brief English
language services between the Sunday school
classes and the main German Sunday service. In
1913 the congregation voted 80-2 to conduct En
glish and German services on alternate Sundays.
The use of the German language was ended entirely
when the United States became involved in World

War I, and the name of the congregation was offi
cially changed to the Grace Reformed Church.
The Grace Reformed Church remained stable

name is Barleycorn's Five Mile House.

or in the local fire station. The cornerstone of the

in size during the interwar years. Membership
stood at about 300 during this period. During the
1940s and 1950s, however, membership dropped.
Many residents of Covington were leaving the city
for the suburbs, and as a result, Covington's West
End was changing. Once home to thousands of
immigrants and their children, the West End was
losing population. Most of the newcomers, fur
thermore, were arrivals from the Appalachian
region of Kentucky, people whose heritage was
British. Despite these struggles, the Grace Reformed
Church continued to carry out its mission. In 1957
the congregation officially became a member of

new Gothic Revival church was set into place on

the United Church of Christ.

June 13, 1862, and the structure was dedicated for

During the 1960s, the church board seriously
considered leaving Covington for the suburbs. A
number of other Protestant congregations had al
ready made such a move. The congregation voted to
remain in the city, however. By 1975 membership
had decreased to 103. Seven years later, only 73 ac
tive members were on the parish rolls. In 1995, when
only 20 active members, many of them elderly, were
attending services, the decision was made to close

GRACE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST.

Erlanger
McDonald's, 3096 Dixie Hwy, the first of this
chain in Northern Kentucky.
Roundup Club, 3100 Dixie Hwy, a nightclub with
an eclectic Wild Westexterior facade that opened
in 1950, closed in 1982, and was demolished.

Cabana, 3126 Dixie Hwy, destroyed by fire on
July 13, 1971. The restaurant was rebuilt, oper
ated for a time, and is now the home of shops
and offices.

German Protestants living in the West Side of
Covington established the Grace Evangelical Re
formed Church in 1862. On April 18, 1862, 18 indi
viduals met at the home of Heinrich Wilhelm

Schleutker at the corner of Pike and Craig Sts. in
Covington to organize the congregation. Soon af
terward, a lot was purchased in town at the corner
of Lockwood and Willard Sts, as a site for the new
church. While the church was under construction,

-

the congregation met in a neighboring schoolhouse
Colonial Cottage, 3146 Dixie Hwy, now at 3140,
opened in 1933.
Tom Cody's Farm, 3227 Dixie Hwy, now Forest
Lawn Cemetery.

Seven Mile House, 3236 Dixie Hwy, just north of
the Cincinnati Southern Railroad underpass
on the west side of the road, later renamed the

Rightway Café.
Dixie Club Café,3424 Dixie Hwy.
Arcaro's (see Eddie Arcaro), 3510 Dixie Hwy,
previously Joe Anderson's Restaurant.
Dixie Chili, 3702 Dixie Hwy.
Frisch's, 4016 Dixie Hwy.
Elsmere

Swan, 4311 Dixie Hwy, now the home of Swan
Florist.

Kenton Terrace, music and dancing, just south of
the Swan.
Doc's Place, on Dixicbetween Park and Eastern Aves.

mally on April 6 of the following year. The two
story building included classrooms and meeting
space on the first floor and a large worship space on
the second floor. Many of the members of the con
gregation were recent immigrants from the Ger
man state of Prussia. The members of Grace Church

strongly desired to maintain their German lan
guage and traditions, so worship was conducted in
German for many years. The congregation estab

29, 1995, and the church building was eventually

parents, at the same time as the founding of the
church. Tuition of 25 cents per month was charged.
As the German population of Covington in
creased, so did the membership of Grace Church; by
1868 it had reached 300. Among the early leaders of
the congregation was John Schleutker, a German
baker renowned locally for his pumpernickelbread.
His association with the church was so strong that

sold to another denomination. The Grace United

many Covingtonians referred to the congregation as
Florence

Caintuckee Grill, a short-order eatery located on
the northeast corner where U.S. 25 and U.S. 42

divide, opened about 1949 by the Cain family.

the church. The last services were held on October

lished a school, restricted to children of German

“the pumpernickel church.” Schleutker's son John
served as the church organist for more than 50 years.
During the last decades of the 19th century, the
congregation continued to expand. In 1889 a new

Church of Christ, under names changing with the
times, had continued for more than 130 years.
Hicks, Jack. "Members Bid Church Goodbye," KP
October 30, 1995, IK.

Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of Grace Reformed
Church, Covington, Kentucky, 1862–1937. Cov

ington, Ky. Grace Reformed Church, 1937.
"Stilla Good Neighbor," KP, October 28, 1995,9K.
Vercouteren, Karl J. The German Churches of Cov

ington. Covington, Ky. Self-published, 1977.
David E. Schroeder
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GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH.

Monmouth St. Historical District, is listed on the

In the mid-1850s, a group of worshippers who had
relocated to Northern Kentucky from Cincinnati

survey of historic sites in the state. In June 2001
the Grace United Methodist Church merged with
the Southgate Methodist Church and the Calvary

began meeting as "The Society" in the Bagby home
at Eighth and Monmouth Sts. in Newport, led by
a missionary named Conrey. Worship meetings
continued into spring 1858, when the society united
with a Bellevue group and formed a circuit. The
Newport link held services in Newport's German
Methodist Church, located along Seventh St., until
1861. As membership grew, a larger facility became
necessary, and property in Newport on Eighth St.
was purchased for $1,250; in 1861 a frame building
was erected. After the Civil War and growing fi
nancial hardships forced the society to sell the
church property, the group met on the second floor
of Hayman's Hallat Fifth and Monmouth Sts.
In 1863 the area's Methodist circuit was divided

and Newport became an independent charge. In
May 1866 the Grace Methodist Church paid
$4,290 for alotin Newport alongſefferson St. (now
Sixth St) between Monmouth and Saratoga Sts.
Henry Tinsley drew construction plansforachurch
building, F. A. Stine provided the lumber for the
building, J. K Stone supervised the carpentry, and
William McGill ground the ornamental figures in
the window glass. The finished structure was ded
icated as the Grace Methodist Episcopal Church on
Sunday, December 2, 1866. Newspaper accounts
reported that the Newport church was "one of the
most beautiful structures in the city." The building
was later enhanced by the addition of a pipe organ;
10 stained-glass windows, many of them donated
by the Root family of Newport; and chimes.
From 1880 to 1882, a Rev. Watson served the

congregation; under his direction the missionary
outreach programs grew and the Women's Foreign
Missionary Society began. In 1903 the Women's
Home Missionary Society was initiated. In the
early 1900s, a parishioner died and willed to the
church his home at 18 W. Eighth St. in Newport.
That house was then used as a parsonage. On July 7,

1915, a tornado destroyed the church's steeple,
which was not replaced. The church celebrated its
Golden Jubilee on May 26, 1918.
From 1922 to 1936, the pastor was Rev. W. F.
Gregory, who was an active participant in a group
working within Campbell Co. to clean up vice ac

Tower United Methodist in Bellevue to form New

Hope United Methodist Church in Southgate. The
old Grace United Methodist Church building is
currently vacant and for sale.
"Blast Damages Pastor's Home,"KP June 18, 1924, 1.

which is known as the Grandview Condomini

ums today.

"Dedication," CE, November 2, 1866, 2.

"Harris and Leen Are in Main Event," KP February

"Homecoming Dinner Set to Celebrate 90th Anni
versary." KTS,November 23, 1956,9A.

"Restaurateur Pasquale Santini," KP October 14,

"Memorial Windows," KP May 16, 1905, 5.
Reis, Jim. "Flames Char the Past," KP. May 20, 1996,

"S. Newport Tots Will See Santa," KP December 20,

4K.

28, 1941, 14.

1982, 3B.

1940, 24.

"The Reopening of Grace Church, KPMay 10, 1906.5.
Reynolds, Howard. The History of Grace Methodist

"To State Fireworks Display at Gardens." KP May 29,

Church Newport, Kentucky. Newport, Ky: Grace

Michael R. Sweeney

1940, 4.

Methodist Church, 1966.
Tortora, Andrea. "Church Tries to Save Itself." CE,

April 22, 1996, A5B.
Jeanne Greiser

GRANDVIEWGARDEN.S.From 1933 through
the early 1970s, the Santini and Peluso families
owned and operated Grandview Gardens at the
top of Widrig St. on a knob off Grandview Ave. in
Clifton, which was later annexed by Newport (see
Italian Americans). This Italian restaurant was
home to summer fireworks (1940s), dances, box

ingevents (Elgin Harrisversus Bobby Leen, 1941),
political party conventions (National States'
Rights Party, 1970), fish fries (1950s), Santa Claus
visits (1940), and gambling. Former Kentucky
governor A. B. "Happy" Chandler (1935–1939,
1955–1959) dined there. Pasquale Santini owned
and operated the Grandview Gardens until 1967,
when he sold the business to Johnny"TV"Peluso,
who renamed it New Grandview Gardens. Peluso

once proposed building a cable-car ride across
the Ohio River to Mount Adams, an entertain
ment district on the east side of downtown Cin

cinnati. Another time, Newport Mayor Peluso
became embroiled with city commissioners over
city crews' blacktopping the road up to the gar

tivities. In that connection, he testified before the

grand jury with other Newport ministers. In 1924
Gregory's home was damaged when an explosion
of a carbide and potash mixture was set off by his
basement door. A note was left warning him to quit
the grand jury investigations.
In 1941 the congregation had 314 members.
After World War II, Newport's citizens began
moving to the suburbs, and as a result, Grace
Methodist Church's list of inactive members be

came the largest in the region's Methodist district.
The church celebrated its 90th anniversary in No
vember 1956, as membership continued declining.
In 1975 Rev. Don Drewry reported that the
church was set to celebrate its celebrate its 110th

birthday. The congregation was presented with
a Kentucky Landmark certificate for its historic
building, and the church, located in Newport's

dens. In 1980 Specialty Restaurants of California
took an option on the property in anticipation of
making it into an entertainment complex, but
neighbors successfully opposed the plans. For
awhile the Landmark Baptist Church of Newport
used thesite on Sundays; in 1988 developersgained
zoning approval for a 56-unit housing project,

Jesse Root Grant House, Greenup St., Covington.

GRANT, JESSE ROOT (b. January 23, 1794,
near Greensburg, Pa.; d. June 29, 1873, Covington,
Ky). Jesse Root Grant, a successful businessman
and the father of U.S. president Ulysses S. Grant
(1869–1877), was one of six children. His mother,

Rachel Kelly Grant, died when he was 11 years old,
and his father, Noah Grant, a shoemaker, was un

able to care for all his children. So Jessemigrated to
Ohio, and later to Maysville, where he learned the
tanning trade from his halfbrother Peter Grant.
At age 26 Jesse Grant became a partner in a
tannery in the river village of Point Pleasant, Ohio.
At age 27 he married Hannah Simpson, and the
following year (April 27, 1822) his oldest son, Ul
ysses, was born. Jesse Grant prospered in business,
and the family moved to Georgetown, Ohio, where
he serveda term as mayor. He sent Ulysses to school
in Maysville. Without consulting his son, he made
arrangements for Ulysses to receive an appoint
ment to the U.S. Military Academy at West Point,
where he graduated in 1843. Jesse knew that Ul
ysses was not a businessman, and besides, he had
two other sons who could help him with his busi
ness. Jesse Grant accumulated a fortune of more
than $100,000.

GRANT CO.

For a time Grant and his wife lived in Galena,

Ill., where he owned a successful leather goods busi
ness. When they moved to Covington in 1855,
Grant continued to operate the business from Cov
ington as Ulysses worked in Galena before the Civil
War. From 1859 to 1873, Jesse Grant lived in the
home now known as the Grant House at 520 Gree

tative. Realizing that he needed the support of the
African American community, he met with Afri
can American community leaders Isaac Black, a
Mr. Dixon, George Durgan, and Rev. Jacob Price.
Grant proposed that if the African American vot
ers supported him for the legislature, and if he was
elected, he would amend the City Charter of Cov
ington to provide for an African American public
school. He proved to be a man of his word. Grant
won election to the state legislature and pushed

nup St. in Covington. He became semiretired when
he moved from Galena to Covington. The family
were active Methodists, worshipping at the First
Methodist Church at Fifth and Greenup Sts, just
across the street from their home. During the Civil
War, Gen. Ulysses Grant's wife and children spent
extended periods of time at the Jesse Grant home

School and later William Grant High School. On
October 5, 1880, the Seventh St. School opened

on Greenup St. From 1866 to 1872, Jesse Grant was

with an enrollment of 200 students. Grant died on

for the amendment. He deeded over his own land

for the school, which was first named Seventh St.
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In 1827 a small section of land was transferred

from Harrison Co. to Grant Co., moving the county
boundary line southward from Crooked Creek to
the dividing ridge between the Crooked Creek and
Raven Creek watersheds. In 1852 a small portion of
Kenton Co. adjoining the Crittenden area was

transferred to Grant Co. In 1876 the Kentucky leg
islature transferred an extensive area of Owen Co.
into Grant Co. This area became the Corinth and

Keefer voting precincts.
During the Civil War, more than 500 Grant
Co. men, draftees and volunteers, served in military
service for the Union, and about as many volunteers
served for the South. A number of skirmishes took

the postmaster of Covington, appointed by Presi

May 5, 1882, and was buried in Linden Grove Cem

place in the county, including a Confederate raid in
1864 on Williamstown, in which U.S. moneys and

dent Andrew Johnson (1865–1869) as a favor to

etery in Covington.

muskets were seized (see Williamstown Raid).

Grant's son Ulysses.
After Ulysses became the 18th president of the

With the annexation of Latonia by Covington

Also in 1864, three native Grant Co. Confederates,

in 1908, the Lincoln School in Latonia, another Af.

federal prisoners of war, were returned home and
executed in reprisal for the killing of the local U.S.
marshaland other Northern sympathizers.
Much of the development of Grant Co. took
place along the Dry Ridge Trace, the crest of the
great dividing ridge that separates the waters of the
Licking River on the east from the tributaries of
the Kentucky River on the west. The Norfolk
Southern Railway and U.S. 25(Dixie Highway)

United States (1869–1877), Jesse, unlike his wife,

rican American elementary school, was combined

loved sharing in the limelight. He made many trips
to Washington to stay at the White House. It is said

with the Seventh St. School to form the Lincoln

that Hannah did not visit her son in the White

House, partly because of shyness and partly be
cause she was a "died-in-the-wool” Democrat.

Jesse Grant died in Covington in 1873 after a
long illness. His funeral was held at the First Meth
odist Church at Fifth and Greenup Sts., and he was
buried in Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati,
with his famous son in attendance. Today, a Ken
tucky Highway Marker in front of their church in
Covington notes the former presence of the Grants
in the neighborhood.
“June 23rd Mr. Grant Celebrated 50th Anniversary."
CJ, June 24, 1871, 2.

Grant Elementary School and the William Grant
High School. In 1932, when a new school building
was completed on Greenup St., all the grades were
consolidated into one building. A Kentucky His
torical Society Highway Marker, detailing the his
tories of Covington's African American schools,
was placed in front of the building of the former
Lincoln-Grant School on August 2, 1997.
“Col. Wm. L. Grant," DC, May 3, 1882, 2.
“Death of Wm. L. Grant," DC, May 6, 1882,2.
"Funeral of Col. W. L. Grant," DC, May 8, 1882,2.
“Special Election," CJ, November 14, 1874, 3.

“William Grant Helped Launch a Beginning in Edu
cation on the Path toward Equality," KP, July 8,
1991, 4 K.

Reis, Jim. “Grant's Father Also Died in 1873, KP, July
20, 1998, 4K.

— "Grants Worshipped at Covington Church,”

“William L. Grant," CJ, July 31, 1875, 3.
“William L. Grant," Covington Ticket, July 17, 1875, 1.

KP, November 15, 1999, 4K.

Theodore H. H. Harris

— "Ulysses S. Grant Linked to Covington," KP.
February 25, 1991,4K.
Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Paul L. Whalen

GRANT CO. Established on April 1, 1820, by an
act of the Kentucky legislature, Grant Co. consists
of 259 square miles that were taken from the west
ern half of Pendleton Co. Grant Co. is located in the

GRANT, WILLIAM L. (b. April 1, 1820, Lan

caster, Ky.; d. May 5, 1882, Covington, Ky.) Wil
liam Letcher Grant, a lawyer, a businessman, and a
politician, was the son of Moses V. and America

Outer Bluegrass region, where the land is mostly
rolling plains with some hilly areas. It is bordered
on the north by Gallatin, Boone, and Kenton coun
ties, to the east by Pendleton Co., to the south by

Letcher Grant. He was a student at the Lancaster

Harrison and Scott counties, and to the southwest

Seminary in Lancaster in his early teens when his
family moved to Covington. He attended Cincin
nati College and later studied law with the Cov
ington firm of Stevenson and Phelps. One of the
partners, John White Stevenson, became a Ken
tucky governor (1867–1871) and a U.S. senator
(1871–1877). On September 10, 1845, Grant mar
ried Laura Southgate, who was the daughter of
William Wright Southgate, a former Northern
Kentucky congressman. Grant served as a Cov
ington city clerk, a councilman, and a Kenton Co.

by Owen Co.
It is believed that the county was named for
one or more of the three sons of William and Re

becca Boone Grant, nephews of Daniel Boone:
Col. John Grant (1754–1826), who developed salt
works on the Licking River; Samuel Grant (1762–
1789), who was killed pursuing Indians in Indiana;
and Gen. Squire Grant (1764–1833), who became a
developer of adjoining Boone Co.
One of the last Indian massacres in Kentucky
took place in Grant Co. at the Andrew Brann cabin

follow the crest, where there were no streams to

cross or bridges to build. I-75 parallels the dry
ridge crest and has interchanges leading into Crit
tenden, Dry Ridge, Williamstown (the county
seat), and Corinth, the incorporated towns in the
county. Traveler and tourist facilities are readily
available in all four towns. Jonesville, on the west

ern side of the county near Owen Co., was once
incorporated but surrendered its charter of incor
poration some years ago. There are 28 identifiable
communities in Grant Co.

Agriculture has been important historically to
the county's economy. Tobacco now has only a
limited commercial market, but other crops and
livestock production continue to play significant
roles in the economy. Major employers include
Wolf Steel at Crittenden; the Dana Corporation,
Grant County Foods, and Powell Structures at Dry
Ridge; and Gusher Pump, Performance Pipe, and
Sun Manufacturing at Williamstown.
A major need was met when the Grant Co.
Hospital opened its doors in 1964, providing both
inpatient and outpatient services. By the mid-1980s,
however, some specialist physicians stopped serv
ing at the hospital because of the extremely high
malpractice insurance premiums they were being
charged. Their departure caused staffing and fi
nancial difficulties for the hospital. Corrective
steps included the construction of a wing to the
hospital that included multiple examination and
treatment rooms with added medical facilities. A

on Bullock Pen Creek west of Crittenden. It most

fully lit helicopter pad was built so that patients
could be transported rapidly to other facilities in
emergencies. In 1990 a contract was entered into

A Democrat for most of his life, Grant backed

likely occurred in 1807 rather than "around 1805."

with St. Elizabeth Medical Center in Kenton

the Union cause during the Civil War. In the
early 1870s, he was elected to the Covington City
Council. He resigned his council seat in Novem
ber 1874 to become a candidate for state represen

as indicated on a historical marker. Brann and

Co. to provide specialized and auxiliary services,
an arrangement that continues today.
Northern Kentucky University, whose
main campus is located in Highland Heights, has

state representative.

Some of his children were killed. The mother was

scalped, but she and six children survived and re
settled in Harrison Co.
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opened the Grant Co. Educational Center, making
higher education more convenient for Grant Co.
residents. The former Williamstown City Building
has been remodeled to provide four classrooms, a
conference room, technology laboratories, and of
fices. Twenty-four courses are offered each spring
and fall semester. Currently, about 400 students
are enrolled, and 180 of these are taking more than
one class at a time. An associate degree in liberal
studies maybe earned upon completion of64 credit
hours.

The population growth of the county is due to
its location halfway between Covington on the
north and Lexington on the south. Many residents
commute to work in these areas. The county had a
population of 9,999 in 1970, 13,308 in 1980, 15.737

bank's capital had grown to $80,000; today the
bank has 10 directors and its capital and surplus
are worth $4.44 million. The first dividends were

paid to stockholders on January 3, 1885, and divi
dends have continued to be paid annually without
interruption. The bank has been honored as one of
Kentucky's Centennial Businesses. The Grant Co.
Deposit Bank began with six stockholders and has
increased to more than 100 shareholders today,
some of the stock is still held by descendants of the
first stockholders. On August 9, 1984, a bank hold
ing company known as Grant Co. Bancorp Inc.
was organized. The Grant Co. Deposit Bank, in an
effort to improve its service to the citizens of Grant
Co. and its stockholders, has opened branches at
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GRANT CO. NEWS. Robert Lee Westover es

tablished the weekly newspaper the Grant Co.
News at Dry Ridge in 1906. In 1909 the Grant Co.
News acquired the office and plant of the William
stown Courier and relocated to Williamstown.

The Grant Co. News was successfully managed
and operated by Westover until his death in 1947,
at which time Edythe Harrell, who had worked for
the paper for 16 years, acquired the newspaper. She
sold the paper and the printing plant in 1966 to
Clayton Roland, who operated it until his death.
The paper was sold in 1975 to the Scripps Howard
newspaper chain (see Newspapers); Susan Arena
became its publisher and W.J. Stanchina its editor.
Landmark Community Papers acquired the

five locations: 1100 N. Main St., Williamstown, in

Grant Co. News in 1988 and installed Ken Stone

in 1990, and 22,384 in 2000.

1983, Ky. Rt. 330, Corinth, in 1987; 225 Violet Rd.,

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky. Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

ville, in 1995; and 26Taft Hwy, Dry Ridge, in 2001.

as publisher. He has maintained and operated the
paper since that time. Jamie Baker-Nantz serves as
editor and oversees a staff of 12 employees.

Crittenden, in 1991; 14830 Jonesville Rd., Jones

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
John B. Conrad

ATMs are available at all of these branches and off

site at I-75 and Ky. Rt. 36 in Williamstown and at
33 Broadway in Dry Ridge. The bank also offers
Internet banking to its customers.

Harrell, Edythe G. “History of Newspapers and Jour
nalism in Grant County.” In Grant County
Sesqui-Centennial. Williamstown, Ky: Publica
tions Committee, 1970.

John B. Conrad
GRANT CO. ANIMAL SHELTER. In 1988 the
citizens of Grant Co. decided that the homeless

dogs in the county's care deserved better treat
ment. The February 9, 1988, Grant County News

reported that these animals existed, and often died,

Grant County Deposit Bank. www.gcdb.net (accessed
April 25, 2006).
“Northern Kentucky's Well-Seasoned Firms,” KP
July 31, 2001,3K.
Williams, Tom. “Bank Sale Means Jonesville Keeps

Community Bank," KP June 6, 1995, 8K.

in horrific conditions—enclosed in one unsanitary
pen without enough food or water. On August 23,

D. W. Dills

1991, Grant Co. dedicated its first shelter for cast
GRANT CO. HIGH SCHOOL. A consolidated

GRANT CO. PARK. The Grant Co. Park is lo
cated on U.S. 25 in the south end of Crittenden. It

once was part of the Lloyd Wildlife Center (see
Curtis Gates Lloyd Wildlife Area), where Cur
tis Gates Lloyd had a log cabin and where he built
the Lloyd Welfare House, a center established to
be used for nonprofit meetings by residents of the
county. After Lloyd's death in 1926, the land was
deeded to the Kentucky Department of Fish and

off pets. However, the shelter's five indoor and
three outdoor pens quickly became inadequate.
Scott Caudill, the dog warden in 1998, told the
Grant County News that it was too small, forcing
him to euthanize dogs quickly to open space for
other animals. In 1997, 96 percent of the dogs en
tering the shelter were destroyed. Again citizens
and the fiscal court responded. With help from
state funds and from prisoners performing work
release jobs, the county built a larger, modern
shelter in two phases. On May 31, 2003, the county
dedicated the second wing of the new facility,
which accepts both dogs and cats. The facility is

school that opened in 1954, Grant Co. High School
replaced Corinth High School, Crittenden
High School, Dry Ridge High School, and
Mason High School. The county's other second
ary school, Williamstown High School, part of the
Williamstown Independent Schools, remains
in operation. Originally located in south Dry
Ridge, Grant Co. High School moved in 1998 to a
new multimillion-dollar facility at 715 Warsaw
Rd. in Dry Ridge. It is centrally located for all
county residents and is the hub of school and com
munity activities. Over 40 percent of its student

located at 204 Barnes Rd. in Williamstown. Also

body is classified as "academic achievers,” defined

has cleared scrub trees and planted replacement

in 2003, the fiscal court created Grant Co. Friends

as those students who achieve at high levels, attend
school regularly, and exhibit exemplary behavior.
The high school features modern art studios and
science labs. In 1998 Grant Co. High School's
marching band won a second-class AA state band
championship; it won the state championship in
1995. Roger Bingham, a teacher at the high school,
gained national recognition as a participant on the
popular network television program Survivor,
where he was nicknamed "Kentucky Joe" and was
frequently asked to make public appearances. In
2008 Grant Co. High School enrolled more than

trees. The park now has basketball, baseball, and
soccer fields, a horseshoe-pitching area, and a play
ground for children. The county fairgrounds in the
park include a cattlebarn, a horse ring, a tractor-pull
track, and two other buildings for exhibits. Several
thousandpeople come to the park for the fair during

of the Shelter, a group focused on improving shel
ter animals' conditions and fate. Even with these

improvements, many discarded Grant Co. pets
die. During the first seven months of 2004, the
county euthanized 195 animals.
Clayton, Laetitia. “Shelter Dogs Dying for Lack of
Homes,” Grant County News, October 29, 1998, 1.
"County Animal Control Center Opens for Business."
Grant County News, August 24, 1991, 1.

"Dog Warden Loses Job over Allegations," Grant
County News, February 9, 1988, 1.

Wildlife. On March 18, 1969, the Grant Co. Fiscal

Court signed a lease with the Department of Fish
and Wildlife for the use of the land as a county park.
The terms of the lease specified a payment of $1.00
per year. The county cleared some of the dead trees
and built restrooms on the property. Other build
ings were built as well, and the county fair was
moved to the park. On Oct. 7, 1999, the Department
of Fish and Wildlife transferred the 55 acres to the

Grant Co. Fiscal Court. Subsequently, the county

one week in the summer. Parties, reunions, and

weddings, as well as the District Track Meet, Senior
Day, CETA's Art Show, and other events are held in
the park. Many people enjoy simply walking in the
parkeach day. The parkhasa well-kept, rollingland
scape and is a great asset to Grant Co.

1,000 students.

Grant Co. Lease Book 110, p. 26.

Brenda L. Wilson
GRANT CO. DEPOSIT BANK. The Grant Co.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky. Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.

Deposit Bank opened for business on March 2,

James C. Claypool and Paul A. Tenkotte

Quit Claim Deed to Grant Co., Deed Book 254, pp.
621–30.

Edna Marie Cummins

1882, at 106 N. Main St., Williamstown, where its

main office remains today. Seven men served on
the original board of directors, and by 1886 the

GRANT CO, HOSPITAL. See St. Elizabeth

GRANT

Medical Center.

supportedlibrary service became available to Grant

CO.

PUBLIC

LIBRARY. Tax
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GRANT CO. PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Co. residents in 1954 when the county's first public
library opened in the basement of the courthouse
in Williamstown. The Williamstown Women's

Club and the Grant Co. Younger Woman's Club
petitioned the Fiscal Court for space and funds.

Grant Co. Fiscal Court Orders, 16:36, 37, 38.

“Joint Club Meetings,” Grant Co. News, March 20,
1953, 4.

"Library Plans Move to Square." Grant Co. News,
April 27, 1967, 1.
Paschke, Margaret. “Club Makes Library Come

For decades thereafter, club members volunteered

Alive,” KP, February 14, 1968, 15K,

thousands of hours and continued to carry out

fundraising efforts to support library efforts.

Russell, Burl, "Underground Book Nook Emerges
into Light of Day: Grant Co. Library on the Move,"

In 1967 the library moved next door to the Old
County Records Building, after the state threat

KP, June 28, 1967, 19K.
Williamstown Woman's Club. "Minutes Book, 1942–

ened to withdraw state funds and terminate book

1958, pp. 299-300, March 12, 1953, Grant Co. Pub
lic Library.

mobile services unless the county increased its in
vestment in library services. In 1976 the county
Fiscal Court accepted a petition from residents to
create a library taxing district. A two-story build
ing addition was completed in 1978. The library
remained at its downtown Williamstown location

for more than 35 years, then moved to a new build
ing at 201 Barnes Rd, one-half mile east of I-75 at
exit 156.

The new facility is located on a site of more
than four acres. The 12,500-square-foot library,
built at a cost of nearly $2.2 million, was dedi
cated on April 27, 2003. The Children's Garden,
created with donated labor and funds, and attrac

tive landscaping frame the structure's red-brick
exterior. The dramatic interior features exposed
trusses, 27-foot ceilings, window walls, and an
octagonal reading room. The open floorplan is an
ideal environment for the library's collection and
services. On the west side of the public service
area, children have access to a collection of 14,000

books, educational games, and toys. The build
ing's east side, the adult area, houses a print col
lection of 21,000 books and magazine and news
paper subscriptions, along with 2,000 media titles
that include music and books on CDs, books on

tape, and movies in DVD and VHS formats. A
teen area was created in 2004. The Kentucky
Room is home to reference materials about the

county and the state, genealogical information,
local and family history files, census records, and
the Grant Co. newspapers on microfilm. The
Community Room has a fully equipped kitchen
and is the site of educational, informational, and

cultural programs as well as events for adults and
children, including weekly toddler and preschool
story hours.
The building was designed with space foré5,000
titles, and at least 15 percent of the library's operat
ing budget is dedicated to collection development.
The library's catalog and circulation functions are
computerized. The catalog, the calendar, and a vari
ety of online reference sources are available via the
library's Web site. Library cardholders may also ac
cess their accounts online. Wireless access to the

Internet and 15 public-use computers are very pop
ular with patrons.
From a collection of 1,400 books and a part
time and volunteer staff in 1954, the library has
grown to 35,000 print and media titles and a staff
of nine. Thus the library can fulfill its mission of
enhancing the quality of life for Grant Co. resi
dents by serving their informational, leisure, and
lifelong learning needs.

Ann Stanchina

GRANT CO. PUBLIC SCHOOLS. When

Grant Co. was created by the Kentucky legislature
in 1820, two buildings in the county, both crude
log structures, were being used for public school
purposes. One was located on Fork Lick Creek, at
or near where the creek is crossed by present-day
Ky. Rt. 36. The first teacher at that school is said to
have been James Williams. The other school was

located at or near the site of Campbell's Block
house, east of U.S. 25 (Dixie Highway) and just
south of the corporation line separating William
stown and Dry Ridge. The first teacher there was
William Littell. Both schools were maintained fi

nancially by the tuition that was charged. A sur
viving record states that Littell charged $1.50 per
student per school quarter, “one half to be paid in
money and the rest in coonskins."
Kentucky state laws, enacted at various times,
made provision for additional schools to be built as
the population increased and partially funded by
taxes, reducing the tuition paid by the parents. In
1838 Kentucky established a system of common
schools, whereby Grant Co., like the other counties,
was divided into a number of school districts. Each

school was operated by a board of three trustees
elected by the male property owners in the district.
With the approach of the Civil War, the activation
of once dormant districts ceased. During the war,
many active school districts occasionally were

managed by the new board. The 1921 minutes of
the Grant Co. Board of Education recognize the
totally independent status of the Williamstown
Graded Free School Board and the Corinth Graded

Common School Board, both free of any control
by the county board. In 1924 the Corinth board
joined the county system in order to finance a new
school building that was needed.
The first high school in the county was operat
ing in the Williamstown District by 1891. The Wil
liamstown schools were also the first “free" schools,

wholly paid for by taxes (requiring no tuition
charges). Other high schools in the county included
Crittenden High School, which graduated its
first class of one in 1911; Dry Ridge High School,
which graduated its first class of four in 1912;
Corinth High School, which graduated its first
class of three in 1918; and Mason High School,
which graduated its first class of one in 1921.
Grant Co. High School was opened in 1954
in Dry Ridge to replace the four county high
schools. The old high schools graduated their last
classes in 1953. Also constructed was a countywide
middle school adjacent to the high school. Students
in the seventh and eighth grades of the middle
school were bussed from all over the county along
with high school students. Elementary students in
grades one through six continued attending classes
at their old school buildings for a time. A new
Crittenden–Mount Zion Elementary School was
built in 1973 for students in that area. After the old

school building in Dry Ridge burned in 1973, a
new Dry Ridge Elementary School was built next
to the Grant Co. Middle School. A new Mason

Corinth Elementary School was built in 1991 on
U.S. 25 between Mason and Corinth.

A large increase in population throughout the
county made the county high school in south Dry
Ridge inadequate, so a new, larger one was built on
the Warsaw Rd. on the west side of Dry Ridge and
dedicated in 1998. The county middle school in
south Dry Ridge, which was also overcrowded, ex
panded into the adjacent high school property.

closed for a time. After the war, the schools that had

suspended operations reopened. Burl N. Carter, an
educator and a lawyer, was elected Grant Co. com
missioner of schools. He was successful in restor

ing the existing districts and establishing new ones,
so that by 1870 there were 55 one-room schools
functioning in the county, each offering grades one
through eight. An interest in education beyond
eighth grade led to the establishment of academies
in Corinth, Crittenden, and Williamstown.

In 1875 state law required the establishment of
"colored" school districts for black children resid

ing in the county. Accordingly, District A was or
ganized at Williamstown, District Bat Crittenden,
and District C at Corinth. The boundaries of Dis

tricts D and E, at Dry Ridge and near Jonesville,
were frequently revised because of the large area

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
John B. Conrad

GRANT FAMILY. Many Kentuckians with the
surname of Grant, including numerous North
ern Kentucky persons, can trace their lineage to
William and Margery Verner Grant, who came to
America in 1725 from the highlands of Scotland,
landing at the port of Philadelphia. The first record
of the family in America is of a son William II in

February 1726. The family moved with a group of
relatives and friends to the Yadkin Valley in Rowan
Co., N.C. in 1749. Margery, on horseback, with a
newborn child, and a female slave drowned while

During the late 1800s and early 1900s, county
school boards were developed and replaced the
three-trustee system of managing individual

attempting to cross the Yadkin River. In the Yad
kin Valley, the Grants lived near the Boones and
the Bryans. William II married Elizabeth Boone,
daughter of Squire and Sarah Morgan Boone and a
sister of the famous pioneer Daniel Boone. They

schools. However, not all schools in Grant Co. were

had 11 children, all born in North Carolina. In

covered.

GRASS HILLS

1777 the family came to Kentucky and settled with
Daniel Boone at Boonesborough. William II sent
his son Squire back to North Carolina to finish his
schooling and to train as a surveyor. Eventually,
Squire was made deputy surveyor for land grants
being given by the State of Virginia to North Caro
lina veterans of the Revolutionary War. He sur
veyed numerous tracts of land in North Carolina,
Tennessee, and Kentucky. For his military service,
Squire was given a 1,400-acre tract on Elkhorn
Creek, near Lexington. While on a salt-making
trip to Blue Licks in 1778, Daniel Boone was cap
tured by a band of Shawnee Indians. The Grants,
believing Daniel to be dead, went back to North
Carolina. They returned to Kentucky in 1780. Wil
liam II soon became quite discouraged with his
new life and in 1783 decided to go once again to
North Carolina. In preparation for the trip, he
traded 400 acres of his land for an Indian pony, but
the next day the pony and all his horses were sto
len, making the trip impossible. Reluctantly, he re
mained in Kentucky for the rest of his life. William
II died in 1804; his wife, Elizabeth, died in 1814.

Both were buried on land that they owned about 10
miles east of Lexington.
Three of William II's sons, Samuel, John, and

Squire Grant, played significant roles in the early
history of Northern Kentucky. Samuel, for whom
Grant Co. was named, married Lydia Craig, daugh
ter of Capt. Elijah Craig, and they had two chil
dren. Indians killed Samuel while he was on active

duty with Col. Robert Johnson. John started a salt
making operation at present-day Grants Lick, ran
several gristmills, operated a ferry across the Lick
ing River to Wilmington, Ky., and served for one
term in the Kentucky House of Representatives.
John died in Missouri at age 72. Squire lived at
Wilmington, on the west side of the Licking, op
posite Grants Lick. In 1804 he became a brigadier
general of the 4th Brigade of Kentucky Militia.
Squire was one of the few soldiers to escape un
harmed at the Battle of Blue Licks in 1782. He

also fought in the Battle of the Thames at Chatham,
Ontario, on October 18, 1813, in which the great
Shawnee Indian chief Tecumseh was killed. Squire
served as sheriff of Campbell Co. in 1810 and also
operated a general store and tavern near his broth

GRANT MANOR HEALTHCARE CENTER.

W. Michael Stanley, and William C. Wilson, all of

rated, leaving only salt. It took approximately 250 to
900 gallons of saltwater to distillabushel.ofsalt. An
early report stated that Grant's well was one of the
best in the state. There, only 130 gallons of saltwater
were required, usually, to produce abushel of salt.
Many hands were needed to cut wood for fires
and to tend kettles. These laborers required food,
drink, and lodging. So did the buyers and haulers

Williamstown, and Bernie Poe of Owenton, formed

who came to obtain salt for their communities.

Grant Manor Health Care Center Inc., for the pur
pose of securing a certificate of need from the
Commonwealth of Kentucky to construct and op
erate a long-term health care facility. After more
than two years, their efforts were successful; the
certificate of need was granted and Grant Co.'s first
modern, completely dual-certified long-term health
care facility became a reality. A one-floor brick
veneer building was soon constructed along Barnes
Rd. in Williamstown, adjacent to the Grant Co.
Hospital, and opened to the public in November
1987. The facility, located on a 10-acre tract of land
purchased from the Grant Co. Fiscal Court, was
initially certified for 60 beds.
Just before the health care center opened, the
corporation was sold to SeniorCare of Louisville, a
corporation with much experience in providing
long-term health care through its operation of five
other similar facilities in Kentucky. The first ad

The horses and oxen doing the hauling needed
feed, stabling, and perhaps blacksmith services. So

In 1984 a group of Northern Kentucky business
men recognized a need to establish a long-term
health care facility in Grant Co. to provide private,
Medicaid- and Medicare-qualified skilled care for
area residents. Following several meetings, five
men, Dr. R. Michael Goodman, Arthur Moore,

ministrator was Julia Poe, who served for about 18

months. She was succeeded by Glenda Walton and
then by the current administrator, Bettye Tackett,

of certified beds to 95. All of the SeniorCare facili

ties in Kentucky were sold in July 2006 to Harbor
side Rehabilitation and Nursing Centers of Boston,
Mass., which operates Grant Manor as one of its 62

The second post office in the county was estab
lished at Grants Lick in 1800. In 1805 Grant peti
tioned the Campbell Co. court for a tavern license.
A store had been in existence there before 1804. A

In the mid-1820s, the salt water began to be
comescarce. The competition from other salt mak
ers in Ohio and Virginia began to take its toll on
the Grants Lick salt well and, later, on the settle

liamstown, Ky. Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
“Facility of Year.” KP, October 15, 1998,2K.

ment. A newspaper article in the Newport Local
in 1878 mentioned that Grants Lick was beginning
to rebuild. It had a post office again, three stores,
two blacksmith shops, a steam saw and grist mill,
two taverns, a large Baptist church, and a district

“Grant Manor Near Completion,” Dixie News, Octo

schoolhouse. The Grants Lick area remained rural

health care facilities, located in 10 states.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil

ber 26, 1995, 18.

William Michael Stanley

ing a cholera epidemic. During the last 13 years of

there to lick salt. John Grant (see Grant Family)

Jack Wessling

ing River.

times until the 1940s.

lick because of the number of animals that went

Grant Family Files, Kenton Co. Public Library, Cov
ington, Ky.

1799, Grant asked to have a road constructed lo

cally from Reed's Tavern along the Dry Ridge to
his saltworks. An 1803 petition was for a road from
the Ohio River west across Campbell Co. to Rob
erts' Ferry (now the Plum Creek area) on the Lick

In 1995 an addition to the facility provided
space for 35 more beds, bringing the total number

known as Grants Bend), on the Licking River, dur
his life, Squire acquired 40,000 acres in Campbell
and Kenton counties but lost all except about 1,000
acres as a result of lawsuits over faulty deeds, over
lapping claims, and poorly filed paperwork. In his
will he left the remaining land to his children.

Soon after Campbell Co. was created in 1794,
road-building began in earnest in the area. Most of
the early roads were in the southern end of the
county and led to the salt lick. One of the first was
from the lick to Wilmington on the Licking River.
In 1797 Grant requested a road from the well to
Newport, some 20 miles to the north, and to the
forks of Harris Creek in Pendleton Co. Again in

blacksmith shop operated at the site from early

on October 6, 1833, at his home in Errondale (later

senator from 1801 to 1806. Squire married three
times, fathering 13 children. In 1832 Squire Grant
traveled on horseback to Calloway Co., Mo., to visit
his son Israel; during his return, he visited his step
daughter Mrs. Blythe in Indianapolis, Ind. He died

a settlement arose around the lick to meet the de
mands of men and animals.

who has served since November of 1989.

GRANTS LICK. The salt beds that were depos
ited 450 million years ago, when Northern Ken
tucky was covered by the Ordovician Sea, gave rise
to many place names in the region. In 1793 Samuel
Bryan discovered salt in southern Campbell Co.
along Phillips Creek, where he had purchased
property. A newspaper article in 1890 mentioned
that the spot had always been known as the deer

er's saltworks at Grants Lick. He served as a state
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drilled a well in the area, and then he and several

others formed the Grant and Company Salt Works
that gave Grants Lick its name. The need for salt
was critical for settlers, and the production and
distribution of it led to the early roads and devel
opment of southern Campbell Co.
The production of salt was a large undertaking.
Once salt water was drawn from the well, it was put
into a large kettle and boiled until the water evapo

until recent times, when the widening of U.S. 27
has been bringing new population and develop
ment to the southern end of Campbell Co. Today,
the area has two churches, an elementary school, a
store, a tavern, and a funeral home. It is also home

to the Oakland Cemetery, where Mary Boone
Bryan, sister of Daniel Boone, was buried.
“Correspondence,” Newport Local, December 5,
1878, 1.

“Dedication Marks Finds at Salt Works,” KE, April 21,
1979, A3.

“Grants Lick,” KSJ, April 15, 1890,2.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Vertical files, Campbell Co. Historical and Genea
logical Society, Alexandria, Ky.
Martha Pelfrey
GRASS HILLS. Grass Hills was the homestead

of Lewis Sanders (1781–1861), one of Kentucky's
first agricultural experts (see Agriculture). Fa
mous as an antebellum experimental farm, Grass
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GRASSY CREEK CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Hills was home to Sanders and his descendants

until 1883. It was also the site of many political
meetings during the 1830s and 1840s, especially
during the buildup leading to the Mexican War.
This unusually constructed home was built on
750 acres that Ann Nicholas Sanders, the first
wife of Lewis Sanders, inherited from her father,

George Nicholas, a politically powerful Lexington
attorney. Lewis Sanders began construction on the
foundations and barns in 1819. The main house,

which dates to 1823, was built chiefly by slave labor
of notched logs, shingles, and rafters hewn and
shaped by hand on-site. According to biographer
Anna V. Parker, there was no sawmill available.

bers. The first church building was constructed
of logs and was located along the South Fork of
Grassy Creek, but the church building was later
moved to a parcel of land donated by Richard Mul
lins, who had moved to the area from Virginia. In
1851 the original log church was replaced with a
frame structure. In 1895 the interior of the build

ing was remodeled so that it had an arched ceiling
and a new platform with windows at the rear. The
flood of 1937 damaged the interior of the church,
requiring extensive repairs, and the building was
also raised up on a three-foot foundation. Never
theless, several subsequent floods did damage to
the church over time. The building was raised again

Billy Bryant's visited Gratz annually. During the
last quarter of the 19th century, Cedar Grove
College operated in Gratz, and a student there for
a short time was Judge James W. Cammack Sr.
A lead mine flourished nearby in the early part of
the 20th century. About that same time, there was
a ninth-grade school at Gratz. The building it
used is today's community center. In recent years,
Ky. Rt. 35, which runs along the Kentucky River
through Gratz, has been improved and widened as
part of a general upgrade to facilitate access to the
new Kentucky Speedway at Sparta. In the year
2000, the Gratz population was 89.
An Atlas of Owen County, Kentucky. Philadelphia:

A stickler for detail, Sanders had his men age the
cut flooring in the farm pond for two years to sea
son it before they used the boards as planks.
The main floor of Grass Hills has two large front
rooms about 20 feet square connected by a 15-foot
wide main corridor. At the far end of the hall is a

dining room with a large kitchen adjacent to the
right side. On the left are two small bedrooms. An
other three bedrooms, used for guests, are behind
the right chimney corner, and a narrow, winding
staircase leads around the chimney to an upstairs
bedroom. A large veranda fronts the hall, and a
small porch at the back is accessed by a door out of
the dining room. The two front rooms have large
wood fireplaces. All of the rooms are plastered ex
cept for Lewis Sanders's own room on the left,
which has exposed rafters and chinked logs. There
are traces of early Georgian moldings, and some of
the staircases are typical of early log construction.
In the hall and right (east) large room, Greek Re
vival elements were added in the 1830s or 1840s, at

a time when Sanders hosted many political events
at Grass Hills. The basement includes a wine cellar,

in the 1940s and a basement was added. In 1963 a

building fund was started with the idea of moving
the church to higher ground. In March 1964, one of
the worst floods filled the church with water about

four and a half feet deep in the auditorium. Then,
on January 31, 1965, shortly after the morning ser
vice, a fire broke out in the ceiling of the building
and the entire structure burned to the ground.
The congregation rebuilt on higher ground,
next to the old Richard Mullins homestead, on

land willed to the church by Theodore Blackburn.
On June 27, 1965, a groundbreaking service was
held and construction began. In spring 1974, the
church began work on a new parsonage, where the
Richard Mullins homestead once stood.

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. ſca.

Lake, 1883.
Dias, Monica. “Town Bristles at Flow of Trucks to

Speedway," KP, April 25, 2000, IK.
Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,
1976,

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1984.
U.S. Census Bureau. "American FactFinder. DataSet.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SF1) 100-Percent
Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
February 21, 2005).

Doris Riley
GRAVES, BARTLETT (b. November 22, 1766,

Louisa Co., Va.; d. January 6, 1858, Erlanger, Ky).
Bartlett Graves, an early landowner and politician,
was the son of Thomas and Isabel Bartlett Graves.

1994].

“Roads Damaged; One Bridge Washed Out by Sun
day's Storm,” KP June 27, 1928, 1.

“Rural Store Fills Niche for Village," KP, May 19,
1993, 9A.

“Society—Grassy Creek," KP, May 7, 1931, 6.

He came to Bryants Station in Central Kentucky in
1785 and in the 1790s moved to Newport. There he
became a representative to the state legislature
and accumulated substantial amounts of property.
He moved to modern-day Erlanger shortly after
1800. About 1806, he was widowed for a second

and when two families occupied the house, Lewis
Sanders's kitchen was located there as well. Up
stairs are two large rooms, each with a separate
stairway, and a wide hall between them.
Grass Hills included the rambling main house,
the barns, several outbuildings, a large pond, a 25
acre orchard, a racetrackjust beyond the front-yard
fence, and fields of experimental grasses, grains,
hemp, and other crops. In addition to thorough
bred racing horses, Sanders imported strains of
Merino sheep and shorthorn cattle. He became an
expert and a judge of Kentucky's hemp and wool
production. His longtime friendship with the Du
four family of Switzerland Co., Ind., gave him an
interest in vineyards and wine production as well.
There is a Kentucky State Historical Marker at
Grass Hills, and on August 22, 1975, the house was
listed on the National Register of Historical Places.
About 91 acres were taken from the Grass Hills es

tate when I-71 (see Expressways) was constructed
through Carroll Co.
Parker, Anna V. The Sanders Family of Grass Hills.
Madison, Ind: Coleman, 1966.
Diane Perrine Coon

GRASSY CREEK CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

Mildred Belew
time; he later married Elizabeth Leathers, the

GRATZ. Located on the western edge of Owen
Co., the community of Gratz sits on the eastern
shoreofthe Kentucky River, six miles west of Owen
ton along Ky. Rt. 22 and 28 miles upriver from Car
rollton. A bridge at Gratz carries Ky. Rt. 22 across
the river into Henry Co. It is believed that the city
was named for Benjamin Gratz Brown, the grand
son of Kentucky's first U.S. senator, John Mason
Brown, whose family owned most of the land in
the area. A post office was established in 1844 as
Clay Lick, from the name of the local creek that
empties into the river, but in 1851 the post office
was renamed Gratz. There was a resort hotel on

Clay Lick Creek, which catered to travelers and
their desire for sulfur water, and a saloon was lo

cated nearby. The town was surveyed in 1847 and
incorporated as a sixth-class city in 1881. The city's
three landings were once congested, with wagons
busily off-loading coal, hardware, and general mer
chandise for inland Owen Co. The population of
Gratz reached its peak of 300 residents around the
year 1900; at that time the town had four churches,
two schools (one for whites and one for African
Americans), two hotels, a bank, three medical doc

This church, located in northwestern Pendleton

tors, two drugstores, a dentist, an opera house, a

Co., was organized in 1838 with 13 charter mem

band, and a baseball team. Showboats such as

daughter of John Leathers, who owned much land
in the area. In 1813 Graves purchased 500 acres, on
which much of the city of Erlanger now stands, for
$1,375. In 1819 he completed a large colonial home
built of bricks made by slaves on the site. He named
his home Walnut Grove and established a planta
tion on the property, where he lived for the rest of
his life. Graves remained active in public affairs.
He served as sheriff of Campbell Co.; was instru
mental in the building of the Covington and
Lexington Turnpike, which ran near his prop
erty in Erlanger; and was also involved in the cre
ation of Kenton Co. from Campbell Co. in 1840.
He raised a family of 13 children. Walnut Grove
was sold to the Bedinger family after Graves died,
and when the property was subdivided, the streets
were named Bartlett and Graves in honor of this

early settler. Graves died in 1858 and was buried at
the Florence Cemetery in Boone Co.
Onkst, Wayne, ed. From Buffalo Trails to the Twenty
First Century: A Centennial History of Erlanger,

Kentucky. Erlanger, Ky., Erlanger Historical Soci
ety, 1996.
Reis, Jim. “Erlanger Pioneer and Land Owner Bartlett
Graves Played an Active Role in the Life of His
Community," KP May 17, 1993,4K.
Wayne Onkst
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GRAY, RALPH (b. ca. 1802, England; d. Novem
ber 30, 1863, Covington, Ky). In 1848 Ralph Gray,
in partnership with Robert Hemingray, founded
the Gray & Hemingray Glass Works, the predeces
sor to the Hemingray Glass Company. Together
they became pioneer industrialists in Covington
and were quickly recognized nationwide as leaders
in glassware manufacturing.
Ralph Gray came to the United States and set
tled in Birmingham, an industrial suburb of Pitts
burgh, in the early 1840s, with at least two broth
ers,James and Anthony. Ralph gained employment
as a glassblower and mechanic in one of the nu
merous glassworks located along the south side of
the Monongahela River. Following the Great Fire
of 1845, which destroyed most of the industrial
and commercial district of Pittsburgh, he joined
Robert Hemingray in a move down the Ohio
River to Covington. Their intent was to establish
a glassworks at Covington, taking advantage of a
market in great need of domestic and commercial
glass products of all descriptions. However, no
suitable site was immediately available; they had to
lease a small lot just across the river in Cincin
nati, where they constructed a furnace and began
making glass in late 1848. By 1852 they had moved
their factory to Second St. and Madison Ave. in

The glassworks employed the eldest son, John C.
Gray, who eventually become plant manager.
Originally buried at Linden Grove Cemetery
in Covington, Ralph Gray was reburied at Spring
Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati. His widow, Ann,

2005, Grayson was named Outstanding Young
Kentuckian by the Kentucky Jaycees. He is cur
rently serving in a variety of leadership capacities,
most notably as chairman of the Republican Asso

died in 1901 and was buried beside him.

the elections committee of the National Associa

Covington.

tended Dixie Heights High School in Edge
wood, where he participated in the Kentucky Gov
ernor's Cup and other academic competitions.

Ralph Gray married Ann Frier in Pittsburgh.
Although they had no biological children, they

tion of Secretaries of State (NASS). As a formervice
City Directories, Cincinnati, Ohio, Covington, Ky.,
“Death Notice," CDE, December 1, 1863, 2.

chairman of the NASS committee on voter partici
pation, Grayson also serves on the association's

Hyve, H.G. (Bea). The Hemingray Glass Co.: A Most

committee on business services and the subcom

Colorful History. San Diego. Clarice Gordon, n.d.

mittee on presidential primaries. In 2008 Grayson
was elected president of NASS,

and Pittsburgh, Pa.

|ca. 1998].
Probate and Deed Records, from Hamilton Co.,

Ohio (Cincinnati), Kenton Co., Ky. (Covington
and Independence), and Allegheny Co., Pa.

Dixie Heights High School Annual. Edgewood, Ky:

(Pittsburgh).
Spring Grove Cemetery records, Spring Grove Cem
etery, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Kentucky Secretary of State. "Biography." www.sos.ky
gov (accessed July 10, 2006).
“Official to Speak to United Way.” KP May 24, 2006,
A2.

David Sorrell

GRAYSON, TREY (b. April 18, 1972, Fort
Thomas, Ky.) Charles Merwin Grayson III (Trey)

GRAZIANI, BENJAMIN F. (b. November 16,

is the son of Charles Merwin Jr. and Susan Rhodes

Grayson. Trey Grayson's father has been one of the
most respected bankers in the Northern Kentucky
community for more than 40 years. Trey Grayson
was educated in the Kenton Co. schools. He at

Because of his achievements there, he was named

ters. The Gray family resided at 45 W. Fourth St. in
Covington.
One of the principal products of the Gray &
Hemingray Glass Works was fruit jars. Gray and
Hemingray received a patent in 1863 for an im
proved closure for fruitjars. Those Gray & Heming
ray jars were popular with homemakers through
out the Ohio River Valley for many years. During
the 1880s the glassworks employed about 500 men
and boys at peaks of production.
Ralph Gray died in 1863, at the height of the
Civil War. In his will he stipulated that his one
halfundivided interest in the glassworks should be
sold and the proceeds invested to provide for the
comfort of his widow. This requirement caused
consternation for Hemingray, who was executor of
the will. Not only had he lost his partner and

a member of the Hall of Fame of the Kentucky
Association for Academic Competition. In 1989
Grayson was named a Governor's Scholar, and the
next year he graduated as valedictorian of his high
school class. He earned his BA in government from
Harvard University in Cambridge, Mass., where
he graduated with honors in 1994, and his MBA
from the University of Kentucky at Lexington

friend, but also he was burdened with the task of

J.; his brother-in-law, Richard Evans; and a close

friend, James L. Foley, was able to buy Gray's inter
est and ensure the continuation of the glassworks
as a family concern.
Ralph Gray's younger brother, Anthony Gray,
married Robert Hemingray's sister-in-law, Susan
Carroll, in Pittsburgh. In 1848 Anthony came to
Cincinnati to work as a glassblower. Although he
never became a partner in the company, Anthony
remained as a glassblower until 1862, when ill
health forced his retirement. Anthony died April
27, 1865, and Susan died in 1868. The five children

of Anthony and Susan Gray, two boys and three
girls, were taken into the Robert Hemingray home.

Dixie Heights High School, 1990.

Glenn Drummond

raised five children of deceased brothers and sis

securing the future of the glassworks during
greatly disturbing times. Robert Hemingray, with
the assistance of his brothers Joseph C. and Samuel

ciation of Secretaries of State and as chairman of

1858, Newport, Ky; d. January 13, 1929, Coving.
ton, Ky). Lawyer and legislator Benjamin F. Gra
ziani was the youngest of nine children born to
Charles and Emma Sanham Graziani. He lived

with his family on a farm near Cold Spring. One of
his grandfathers was the Italian count of Oneglia.
Benjamin's father, a political exile and an artist
who had immigrated to the United States in 1845,
was killed on August 6, 1866, by a boiler explosion
aboard the steamboat General Lytle. Benjamin's
early education was in the Campbell Co. public
schools. During his early teens, he worked as a
salesman for the John Shillito Company in Cincin
nati. Graziani entered the Cincinnati Law School

in 1882 and received his degree two years later.
He was admitted to both the Kenton Co. and the

Combs scholarships to the UK College of Law.
After graduation, Grayson worked as an attorney,
focusing on estate planning and corporate law. He

American Bar associations and practiced law in
Covington, where he became a highly successful
criminal attorney. Graziani handled many of the
high-profile cases in Northern Kentucky. In 1890
he was elected to the Covington School Board,
which he served as president. He married Eliza

(UK) in 1998. He received one of the first two Bert

married the former Nancy Humphrey of Lexing

York in 1892, and they had five children. Graziani

ton on January 8, 2000, and they make their home

served two terms in the Kentucky legislature as a

today in Boone Co. with their two daughters, Alex

Democrat. When James P. Tarvin was elected

and Kate.

Kenton Co. circuit court judge in 1902, he ap
pointed Graziani as Campbell Co. master com

In his first run for political office, Grayson was
elected to the office of Kentucky secretary of state
in November 2003; he was then reelected in No

vember 2007. During his first three years in office,
he modernized the office of the secretary of state by
bringing more services online, enhanced Ken
tucky's election laws through several legislative
packages, and revived the civic mission of schools
in Kentucky by leading the effort to restore civics
education to the classroom.

Grayson is recognized as one of the top young
political leaders in the United States. In 2004 the
Council of State Governments selected him to par
ticipate in the prestigious Toll Fellowship Program,
and the United Leaders recognized him as a “Ris
ing Star" in the Republican Party. In 2005 he was
selected as part of the inaugural class of the Aspen
Rodel Fellowships in Public Leadership, which
recognizes the nation's "emerging leaders." Also in

missioner. Graziani was an active member of the

Scott Street Methodist Episcopal Church in Cov
ington. In 1929 he died at his home at 326 E. Sec
ond St., in Covington and was buried in Evergreen
Cemetery.
“Death Claims Graziani," KP, January 15, 1929, 1.
Perrin, W. H., J. H. Battle, and G. C. Kniffin. Ken
tucky: A History of the State. 7th ed. Louisville,
Ky., F. A. Battey, 1887.
“The Squire,” KP, August 22, 1893, 1.

USGenWeb Archives. “Campbell County Biogra
phies." www.rootsweb.com/~usgenweb/newsearch
.htm (accessed June 1, 2005).
GREAT DEPRESSION. Of the six economic

depressions in U.S. history, the Great Depression
(1929–1941), as suggested by its name, is generally
regarded as the worst one endured by this nation.
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Black Tuesday (October 29, 1929) is often consid
ered the Depression's beginning, but there were
earlier portents of the collapse of the stock market
and economy. In Covington, the real estate boom
had begun falling a few months before. By the time
the Great Depression had supposedly ended in late
1941, both the nation and Northern Kentucky had
changed. It took entrance into along-lasting exter
nal world conflict, World War II, to revive the

nation's economy and remove its people from the
doldrums of unemployment and general strife.
Most importantly, with America's entry into the
war in 1941, people no longer believed that they
were living during a depression, perhaps the most
telltale sign of any recovery.
The federal government's response to the job
lessness and hunger of the Great Depression was
to create countless programs (known best by their
acronyms) to feed, shelter, and provide jobs for the
people most affected. Some of those programs
continue today. The SEC (Securities and Exchange
Commission) was started as a watchdog organi
zation to prevent any future catastrophic eco
nomic collapse. Social Security was a relief pro
gram aimed at the middle class. Several programs
by their very nature were more noticeable within
Northern Kentucky.
The most visible of the federal programs in
Northern Kentucky was the WPA (Works Prog
ress Administration), which was established in

1935 as part of President Roosevelt's New Deal. Its
name changed to Works Projects Administration
in 1939. It was the largest and most comprehensive
of all the new governmental agencies. In the late
1930s and early 1940s, the WPA funded the build
ing of high school football stadiums in both Day
ton and Bellevue, Ky. In 1936 construction began
on two new Kenton Co. high schools built by the
WPA, Simon Kenton High School and Dixie
Heights High School. During the Ohio River
flood of 1937, the WPA assisted the American

Red Cross and the American Legion in their
flood relief efforts in Campbell Co. At one point,
a WPA rescue team found 80 patients, 15 nurses,
and others marooned on the first floor of Speers
Hospital in Dayton, Ky. (see Speers Memorial
Hospital). Similar flood-related activities were
conducted in Boone, Bracken, and Mason coun

ties. The WPA helped to build the 200-foot sand
and gravel extension to the John A. Roebling

Bridge in Covington to keep the bridge open dur
ing the flood. As of February 20, 1937, within the
WPA's District 3 (mainly Northern Kentucky), 176
projects were in operation, employing 5,010. Local
projects at that time included new sewers in New
port, street improvement in Covington, and reno
vations at the Fort Thomas Military Reserva
tion. In 1937 South Fort Mitchell (later merged
into Fort Mitchell) received money for a fire de
partment building, Butler for a waterworks, and
Williamstown for work on its courthouse and

electric distribution system. In Maysville, the new
Limestone Creek Bridge opened for traffic that
year thanks to the efforts of the WPA. In 1938 Cov
ington received money for its city infirmary, its
waterworks, and its filtration plant. By 1939, as

economic conditions improved, WPA workers
were being released from the program. Early in
1941 the WPA was responsible for construction
within Covington's Devou Park, in particular the
band shell (see Devou Park Band Shell). The

agency provided some $45,000 for the construc

Work Shop Training program for Kentucky from
1936 through 1942.
The Great Depression in Northern Kentucky
should not be thought of with the destitute im
ages projected in John Steinbeck's The Grapes of
Wrath. Northern Kentucky did not have the physi

tion of a new school in Elsmere and at the same

cal or economic climate of the western American

time granted $53,000 for improvements to the
roads and streets within the Fort Thomas Military
Reservation. The WPA participated in local plan
ning efforts in Boone Co. and funded cultural
projects. The agency kept historians working with
the writing of historical tour books for both Cin
cinnati (including the suburbs in Northern Ken
tucky) and the entire state of Kentucky.
Although no bank failed during the Great De
pression in Campbell Co., at least two failed in

dustbowl. Northern Kentucky, with its more di
verse economy, experienced less unemployment
than those areas. Life was tough, but Northern
Kentuckians survived. Edna Phirman of Dayton,
Ky., for example, worked in the shoe factories of
Cincinnati and ate beans, rice, and goetta, swear
ing that she would never serve the latter two if she
ever got out of the Great Depression. Herson never
tasted those items until his own maturity a few de
cades later.

Kenton Co., one in Latonia and one in Ludlow, and

“Bank in Latonia Shuts Its Doors,” KP, January 14,

the First National Bank of Covington was closed
for a few months to regroup its financial structure.
In an attempt to preclude any more bank failures,
the WPA began a series of monthly reports on each
bank, savings and loan, and insurance company
offering home loans in the region.
The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) was
another program that put young men to work dur
ing the Great Depression, mainly constructing
public structures along highways. The CCC built
camps in which the workers lived in tents. North
ern Kentuckians who were part of the CCC were
required to leave the region and work in places
such as Camp Robinson in Eastern Kentucky's
Breathitt Co. Jack Kaiser, a 1933 graduate of New
port High School, delayed college and went to
Camp Robinson that year along with 68 other
Northern Kentucky men. They built about eight
bridges in the forests of Breathitt Co. As late as
1982, Kaiser was still involved with an organiza
tion of former CCC men who were trying to per
suade the U.S. Congress to reinstitute the program.
Kaiser retired from teaching at Highland High
School in Fort Thomas, where he directed the
school band.

Other similar programs operated in Northern
Kentucky. The National Reemployment Service
(NRS) placed some 230 workers in employment in
1936, some with private firms. The Civil Works Ad
ministration (CWA) funded several street projects
in Covington in 1934.

After several of President Roosevelt's relief pro
posals were ruled unconstitutional by the U.S. Su
preme Court, Roosevelt, believing that a friendly
court mainly appointed by him would reverse
these decisions, made a failed attempt in 1937 to
increase the number of Supreme Court justices
from 9 to 15, by mid-1938, new programs of the
New Deal had ceased. Roosevelt declared, upon
signing the Wage and Hours Act of 1938, that the
last major act of the New Deal had been taken.
Thus, the Great Depression outlasted the New Deal
in that respect.
The highest-ranking administrator within the
New Deal programs from Northern Kentucky was
Allen Cammack, a scion of the famous legal fam
ily of Owen Co. Cammack was in charge of the
National Youth Administration (NYA) Industrial

1932, 1.

“554 on WPA Here to Go, Court Told,” KP, July 27,
1939, 1.

McElvaine, Robert. The Great Depression. New
York: Times Books, 1984.
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tration. L. Evans Walker, comp. Washington, D.C.:
National Archives, 1960.
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GREEN, ELISHA (b. ca. 1818, Bourbon Co., Ky;
d. November 1, 1893, Maysville, Ky). Elisha W.

Green, founder and pastor of African American
Baptist churches in Maysville, Flemingsburg, and
Paris, Ky., and one of the foremost African Ameri
can leaders in post-Civil War Kentucky, was
born into slavery. His short autobiography printed
in 1888 indicates in its subtitle what Green him

self saw as his accomplishments—"one of the
founders of the Kentucky Normal and Theological
Institute—now the State University at Louisville,
Ky; Eleven Years Moderator of the Mount Zion
Baptist Association; five years moderator of the
Consolidated Baptist Educational Association and
over thirty years pastor of the Colored Baptist
churches of Maysville and Paris." Those achieve
ments and more were earned in the context of slav

ery and racism, conditions that Green faced with
dignity and courage.
As a youth in Bourbon Co., he barely escaped a
group of patrollers who broke up a religious ser
vice of slaves with whips. Around age 10, Green
was moved to Mayslick in Mason Co. On many
occasions through the years he had contact with
"negro traders" and remembered particularly a
group of 50 slaves who came through the commu
nity during his youth. Observing them brought

GREEN DERBY RESTAURANT

him, and at least one white witness, to tears and led

him to write, “The stain of slavery and its degrad
ing impressions will long linger in the minds of
generations yet unborn."
Green went through a succession of owners
and was put up for auction on the square at Wash
ington, Ky. In the early 1830s, he was converted
while plowing a field and baptized six months
later in the north fork of the Licking River. In 1835
Green married Susan Young, who was also a slave.
In 1838 he moved to Maysville, 12 miles away, and
often had to walk that distance to visit his wife, be

ing questioned along the way by skeptical whites as
to why he was alone.

The Maysville Bulletin called Green a man re
spected by his own race and “by the white popula
tion of Maysville.”
Rev. Green baptized some 6,000 individuals,
many in the Ohio River. He died at his home in
1893. His funeral was a community event and the
church overflowed with mourners. Green was bur

ied in the Maysville Cemetery, which was segre.
gated at the time.
Green, Elisha. Life of the Rev. Elisha W. Green. 1888.

http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/greenewſgreenew.html
(accessed April 2, 2006). Part of the Documenting
the American South series.

Kentucky Gateway Museum files, Maysville, Ky.

Green became a sexton for the white First
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As the Green Derby began to prosper, Helen
and Wilber would drive south on U.S. 27 to vaca

tion in Florida. They made a point of stopping
along the way to sample regional foods and spe
cialties. A family story tells of the time they tried a
side dish similar to hush puppies but made with
mashed potatoes. Helen knew she had found
something and marched back to the kitchen. She
charmed the astonished cook out of the recipe,
made a few changes of her own, and the Green
Derby Restaurant's popular Potato Puffs were born.
The Derby Salad is also one of her unique adapta
tions, of hot slaw and wilted lettuce.

All four of Helen's children have been actively
involved with the restaurant at one time or an

George Vaughn and John Klee
Baptist Church in Maysville and was allowed to
attend services. The leaders of that church recog
nized his devout nature and his singing ability.
He was permitted to have services for the African
American community in 1844. On May 10, 1845,
the Baptist Church licensed Rev. Green to preach,
and he organized the Bethel Baptist Church in
Maysville that year. He founded the Mount Zion
Baptist Church in Flemingsburg in 1853 and the
First Baptist Church in Paris for African Ameri
cans in 1855.

Although Green had contact with operators of
the Underground Railroad and had many op
portunities to escape while he was traveling in
Ohio to perform religious services, he did not. Af.
ter buying his freedom, he was able to purchase
freedom for his wife and three of his children in
1858. He and his wife saw the removal of their son

John in Maysville and watched him being sold in
Paris. They never had contact with him again.

GREEN DERBY RESTAURANT. The Green

Derby Restaurant has long been a fixture at the
northwest corner of Ninth and York Sts. in New

other, although Glen and John made their careers
in other businesses. In 1989, after retiring from a
corporate position with Kmart, John (Jack) moved
back to the region. Helen had died and Ron and
Mollie wanted help with the business end of the

port. Its history is tied to the importance of family

restaurant. So Jack started a new career, and Ron

and friends, which areasessential to a visit there as

and Mollie had a new partner. Glen, meanwhile,
was always there behind the scenes.
There have been many expansions of the res
taurant, including the addition of a bar/lounge
and a large nonsmoking dining room. The Green
Derby Restaurant rose to become the area’s “Fish
King,” lauded by the Cincinnati Enquirer many
times as having the “Best Fish Sandwich in Town."
The Green Derby Restaurant has witnessed
many of Newport's eras and changes. During the
1960s the Jai Alai Club, a notorious local strip club
and gambling joint, was located across Ninth St.

any ingredient in the food.
Helen Azbill Haller Cummins (1912–1986)

started the Green Derby Restaurant in 1947 with
her husband. In 1912 the Azbill family had a farm
in Clover Bottom (Jackson Co.). Helen's father,
William Azbill, was a dentist from Sweden. He had

married Mollie McCann, an Appalachian woman
of Irish and Cherokee ancestry. In the 1920s many
families in that part of Kentucky, including Helen's
oldest sister Lula, found opportunities for employ
ment scarce and headed north to the more popu
lated cities of the state. Before long the rest of the
family followed Lula north.

from the Green Derby. The bus boys would fight

After the Civil War, Green was elected vice

Helen married Jacob Haller, a German immi

president of the Kentucky Negro Republican Party
at its convention in Lexington in 1867. In 1875 he
and his congregation built a brick structure for the
Bethel Baptist Church in Maysville that served the
congregation for a century. He continued to pas

grant employed in Newport at the Interlake Steel
Plant (see Newport Steel). The Great Depres
sion took his job, and the story is that he became
an entrepreneur in the “bathtub gin" business
(bootlegging). Helen and Jake had four children,

over who got to deliver carryout orders to the club.
Helen would periodically come out of the kitchen
and patrol the seating areas to make sure the girls
who worked at the club were not sewing sequinson
their outfits in the Green Derby Restaurant during
lunch. All were welcome, but the “family atmo
sphere" was of utmost importance. All had to be

tor his churches, worked for the education of the

John (Jack), Glen, Ron, and Mollie. When her mar

comfortable, too.

freedman, and lobbied against discriminatorylaws
such as those that prevented blacks from testifying
against whites in judicial proceedings.
During the period of emancipation, many freed
slaves left their former masters or were ejected from
their former homes. In Paris a group of such freed

riage ended, Helen turned to waitressing to sup
port her family. A large picture hangs in the Green

Through the years, the Green Derby Restau
rant has become a favorite in the region. The soups
and pies are homemade, and the large menu in

men were housed in a stable for 10 dollars a month.

Its chimney was a hole in the roof. Because Green
believed it was "as much my duty to look out after
the interests of my people as to preach the gospel,”
he persuaded his Paris congregation to buy houses
in a development from Samuel Clay. The lots mea
sured 60 by 75 feet, and on each was built a cottage
with a door and a chimney. This led to a commu
nity of home-owning African Americans.
On June 8, 1883, while riding the Maysville
and Lexington Railroad from Paristo Maysville,
Green was attacked by two white professors of the
Female Millersburg Institute in Kentucky for re
fusing to give up his seat. Green brought charges
against Professors Gould and Bristow in Paris and
was awarded damages in the amount of $24. In the
controversy that followed, many newspapers in
Kentucky commented on the case, favoring Green.

Derby Restaurant today showing Helen and her

sister Lula at Arnold's Restaurant on Eighth St. in
Cincinnatiduring World War II.
Helen married Wilber Cummins, who was an

experienced restaurant cook. After the war, they
decided to buy the bar on the corner of Ninth and
York Sts, and start their own business. Helen named

the restaurant the Green Derby because the Brown
Derby was a famous restaurant on the West Coast
at the time. Green in the name was a nod to her

Irish ancestry. The place had a red tile floor, high
pressed-tin ceilings, dark paneling, a jukebox,
and a bar that stretched all the way from the front
door to the tiny kitchen. And of course there was
a “bookie" (a bookmaker) who sat in the corner
booth. Wilber oversaw the business, while Helen,
her mother, and two sisters cooked and served

food to the bar patrons. Not much is known about
the previous history of the building itself, except
that it dates from the mid-1800s and that during
the Ohio River flood of 1937, the water rose to
the second floor.

cludes hard-to-find items like beef and chicken

liver and country ham with true redeye gravy. Cin
cinnati Reds and Bengals players, judges and law
yers, politicians and celebrities—all make regular
visits for "comfort food.” So do many people who
have moved out of town, considering a meal at the
Green Derby Restaurant a "must" during their re
turn trips.

The Green Derby Restaurant's significance is
not that it has been in business for so many years,
or that the fourth generation of the family is now
working there. The restaurant's lasting impression
is as one of the few places remaining where cus
tomers frequently stop at three or four tables to
visit with other diners before sitting down at their
own table. A visit to the Green Derby Restaurant,
customers seem to feel, is as much a social event as

an eating experience. The restaurant is regarded as
a truly unique Northern Kentucky business and
appears to live up to its motto, "Good Food, Good
Friends, Good Times.”
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GREENE, MARY BECKER

“A Good Fit for Regulars,” CE, January 5, 2006, E1.

“Woman Captain Leaves River Boat for Her Boy," CP.

“The Green Derby: 50 Years of Family," KP, July 24,

August 14, 1907, 10.
“A Woman Pilot: Mrs. Greene Tells of Her Experience

1991, Timeout sec., 16.

"Still the Champion of Fish Sandwiches," CE, March
10, 2000, R8–R9.

on the River." Wheeling (W.Va.) Daily Intelli
gencer, February 3, 1896, 2.

Lori Haller

erate, in 1902; that entity, in turn, sold them to the
Columbia Gas and Electric Company (CG&E) in
1907. James C. Ernst, installed as general man
ager of the Green Line Company in 1896, was ap

parently a very able executive, since both the North
Sienna Spooner

American Company and CG&E retained his ser
vices. Ernst remained at the helm of the Green Line

GREENE, MARY BECKER (b. June 20, 1868,

near Marietta, Ohio; d. April 22, 1949, aboard the
Delta Queen steamboat on the Ohio River). Pio
neer female river pilot Mary Becker Greene was

GREEN LINE COMPANY. The Green Line

Company until ill health forced his retirement in

Company, officially the Cincinnati, Newport, and

1914.

Covington Railway Company (CN&C), began as

their marriage in 1890, she began her life on the

Covington and Cincinnati Street Railway Com
pany (SC&C), the Green Line Company was ini

A new office building was built for the Green
Line at Third and Court Sts. in Covington in 1903,
the same year a new electric streetcar line through
Park Hills to the St. John, St. Mary, and High
land cemeteries was opened. A new line was also
opened to South Bellevue in 1904. The Green Line
extended the cemeteries line out the Dixie High
way as far as Fort Mitchell's Orphanage Rd. in
1910. With the opening of the Fort Mitchell elec

river. In 1896 Mary Greene became one of the few
women issued a captain's pilot license. After hav

tially owned by a group of local investors headed

tric streetcar line, the CN&C reached its zenith,

by George F. Abbot (see also Streetcars). It came

operating about 200 streetcars over some 58 route
miles of track in Campbell and Kenton counties.

one of eight children born to Peter and Rhoda
Becker. Her father was the postmaster at Hill's
Post Office in Marietta, Ohio, and the proprietor

an amalgam of four earlier horsecar transporta
tion companies operating from the cities of Belle
vue, Covington, Dayton, and Newport in Ken
tucky to Cincinnati. The first horsecar transport

of a prosperous country store. She attended
school in Marietta, where she met her future hus

line commenced operation on Covington's Madi
son Ave. in 1867. Formed in 1887 as the South

band, Captain Gordon Christopher Greene. After

ing served five years as a striker on her husband's
boat, the H.K. Bedford, Greene felt she was enti
tled to the license; it also allowed her to stay close
to her husband. By the time her first son, Henry
Wilkins Greene, was born in 1898, her pilot li
cense had been elevated to a master's pilot license.
She continued to serve as a pilot on the river. She
had two other sons, Christopher Becker, born in

to be called the Green Line because its cars were

painted green, to distinguish them from the or
ange cars of the much larger CincinnatiStreet Rail
way Company that was operating in downtown
Cincinnati.

The Green Line began converting its newly
purchased horsecar transportation lines to electric
streetcar service in 1890. Between 1890 and 1892,

1901, and Thomas Rea, who was born aboard the

Greenland on February 3, 1904. The Greenland,
the boat Greene piloted, made a specialty of tak
ing women and children on excursion trips and
by 1907 had carried nearly 100,000 passengers.
For a short time, Greene thought about leaving

the company built new electric streetcar lines to
Fort Thomas and the then independent suburban
towns of Central Covington, West Covington,
Latonia, and Rosedale. Small car-storage facilities
in Covington and Dayton (Ky.) were replaced by
a new car barn at 20th St. and Madison Ave. in

the river after the death in 1907 of her first son.

She even told reporters that she would never go
back to river life. Yet, Greene stayed on the river
and continued to pilot the Greenland. She later

Covington.
The rapid conversion to electric streetcars and
the building of new lines put a severe financial
strain on the SC&C. As a result the Green Line

moved to the Gordon C. Greene, where she lived

was purchased, in 1892, by a group of investors
onboard for many years. After her husband's
death in 1927, Greene continued to carry on the
business of the Greene Line Steamers, with help
from her two sons Christopher and Thomas. In
1944 her son Christopher, Captain Chris Greene,
collapsed and died of a heart attack, leaving Mary
and her son Thomas to run the company. Captain
Tom Greene bought the Delta Queen steamboat
in 1948 and moved his mother to her own rooms

onboard before the vessel's inaugural passenger
cruise on June 30, 1948. Less than a year later, she
died aboard the Delta Queen, following a voyage
to New Orleans, and was buried beside her hus

band in the Newport, Ohio, Cemetery. Today a
bronze statue of Mary B. Greene stands on the
Northern Kentucky river walk near Riverside Dr.

in Covington, honoring her contributions to
river life.

Greene, Letha C. Long Live the Delta Queen. To
ronto: Saunders, 1973.

“Life Voyage Ends for Mary Greene: Famed Pilot Dies
aboard Delta Queen,” CP, April 23, 1949, 7.

Simcox, Betty Blake. Greene Line Steamers, Inc.
Celebrates Its 75th Anniversary. Cincinnati:Green
Line Steamers, 1965.

“Vikings of the River: Adventure Rewards Mary
Greene's Long Time Devotion to Ohio," CP Sep
tember 14, 1933, 13.

from Cleveland and renamed the Cincinnati,

Newport, and Covington Railway Company.
With an influx of new capital, the CN&C built a
new electric streetcar line to suburban Southgate
in Campbell Co. and to Ludlow in Kenton Co. In
conjunction with the 1895 completion of the Lud
low line, the company developed an amusement
park on the Ludlow-Bromley border that it named
the Lagoon.
In 1896 the Green Line Company was sold to a

group of local investors headed by future U.S. sen
ator Richard P. Ernst. In 1899 a large brick-and

stone streetcar storage facility (90 by 370 feet),
along with electrical, woodworking, and painting
buildings, was opened in Newport along the Lick
ing River, bordered by 11th, Brighton, and Lowell
Sts. Also developed on Lowell St. was a large elec
tric generating plant to supply power for the Green
Line's growing streetcar fleet. Surplus electric
power was sold to nearby businesses and homes in
Newport and Covington.
Soon the business of supplying electric power
overshadowed the Green Line's significant transit
business, and a separate subsidiary, the Union
Light, Heat and Power Company (ULH&P), was
formed. The Green Line and ULH&P were sold to

the North American Company, a power conglom

The Green Line's streetcars carried, in 1910, more

than 15 million passengers.
In fall 1921 the Green Line streetcars began
using the Dixie Terminal at Fourth and Walnut
Sts. as its downtown Cincinnati terminal. Street

cars from Covington used the John A. Roebling
Bridge and a newly constructed ramp to reach the
Dixie Terminal's upper level and thus entirely
avoided traveling Cincinnati's downtown streets.
Cars from Newport used Third St. in Cincinnati to
reach the terminal's lower level. By 1929 the CN&C
employed more than 500 persons and was one of
Northern Kentucky's largest employers.
With the advent of paved roads and the matur
ing of internal-combustion-engine technology, the
Green Line faced stiff competition from both pri
vate automobiles and numerous upstart bus com
panies by 1930. Hamstrung also by franchise re
quirements to charge only a five-cent fare, the Green
Line began during the 1930s to replace electric
streetcars and their maintenance-intensive tracks

with trolleybuses and motor buses. Although trol
leybuses needed overhead wires to utilize electric
ity for power, they ran on regular paved urban
streets. Between 1937 and 1939, three major Kenton
Co. electric streetcar lines, to Rosedale, Latonia,

and Ludlow, were converted to trolleybuses.
Weakened financially by the flood of 1937, six
competing motor-bus companies were purchased
by the Green Line Company. The company also
purchased two suburban bus businesses before
World War II. Acquired in 1940 were the Black
Diamond Company, which linked Cincinnati with
eastern Newport, Fort Thomas, and Ross; and the
Dixie Traction Company, connecting Cincin
nati with Fort Thomas, Cold Spring, and Alexan
dria and, west of the Licking River, a whole host of
communities along the Dixie Highway from Cov
ington to Florence, Ky.
World War II brought a rationing of tires and
gasoline and forced many workers to resort to pub
lic transit. The Green Line saw its ridership more
than double during the war years, enabling the com
pany to earn a profit for the first time in more than
a decade. Because motor-bus production was cur

GREENWAY, ISABELLA SELMES

tailed during the war, plans to convert the compa
ny's one remaining Campbell Co. streetcar line
(No. 11–Fort Thomas) and its four remaining Ken
ton Co. streetcar lines (No. 1–Fort Mitchell,
No. 4-Main, No. 5–Holman, and No. 8–Eastern)

to motor buses were put on hold.
In 1944 the Columbia Gas and Electric Com

pany sold the Green Line to Allen and Company,
a New York City investment house. The sale was
prompted by federal legislation mandating that
utility companies controlling transit operations
must elect to keep either their energy production
or their transit operations, but not both. Since the
Columbia Gas and Electric Co.'s utility holding
in Northern Kentucky, the Union Light, Heat and
Power Co., was considerably more profitable than
the Green Line Company, the sale of the latter
was inevitable.

The peak year for the Green Line was 1946 in
terms of ridership; it carried a record 41 million
passengers. That year was also significant in that
Green Line's general manager, Phillip G. Vonder
Smith, and its assistant general manager, David
Ringo, entered into an exclusive contract with
the board of the new Greater Cincinnati Airport
(later Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Inter
national Airport) to provide scheduled bus ser
vice between the yet-to-be-opened airportin Boone
Co. and downtown Cincinnati. In addition, the

fice facilities were relocated to the former Newport
powerhouse at 11th and Lowell Sts.
As a result of these moves, along with limited
pruning of some early-morning, late-night, and
Sunday services, the company remained a profit
able enterprise through the remainder of the de
cade. With the last streetcars gone, the Green
Line updated its corporate name in 1956 to the
Cincinnati, Newport, and Covington Transporta
tion Company. Its formerly independent subsid
iary the Dixie Traction Company was merged into
the Green Line Company. In March 1958 the cur
tain came down on the Green Line's last electric

trolleybus operation as the No. 3–Ludlow and No.
6–Rosedale routes were converted to motor-bus

service. Expressway construction in downtown
Cincinnati was cited as the prime reason for sub
stituting the more flexible diesel buses for the trol
leybuses and their fixed-wire power system.
At the end of 1959, the CN&C was still serving
32 cities, towns, and unincorporated communi
ties in Boone, Campbell, and Kenton counties. On
the 130 diesel transit buses, 12 fancy Airporter
coaches, and 16 Red Top taxicabs that it owned, it
carried some 14 million people.
By the mid-1960s, the CN&C was engulfed in a
sea of red ink. In 1964 the Green Line's ridership
fell to a record low 10 million, with operating ex
penses again outstripping revenue. A vicious cycle
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thority of Northern Kentucky (TANK) was
created.
Deferred maintenance had reduced the Green

Line's available transit fleet. It was made perfectly
clear by the Green Line's owners that the company
was not going to throw good money after bad for
new equipment, or even improve fleet mainte
nance, in order to keep public transit alive in
Northern Kentucky. In March 1972 the Green Line
Company announced that it would terminate all
public transit service as of November 4, 1972, end
ing almost a decade of unprofitable operations.
In June 1972 a bond issue for funding the pro
posed TANK service was authorized by all three
county governments for placement on the Novem
ber ballot. In October the Cincinnati, Newport,
and Covington Transportation Company forfeited
its state operating license.
At midnight on Saturday, November 4, 1972,
the last Green Line Company transit bus rolled into
the Newport garage. There was no ceremony to
mark the venerable transportation company's de
mise. The employees going off duty simply locked
the doors and went home, ending more than 105
years of transit service by the CN&C and predeces
sor companies for Northern Kentucky.
Lehmann, Terry W., and Earl W. Clark. The Green

Line. Chicago: Central Electric Railfans' Associa
tion, 2000.

Green Line was given exclusive rights to the air
port's taxi-for-hire business. The Green Line Com
pany's scheduled service to downtown Cincinnati
(later expanded to serve a number of Cincinnati

ensued, wherein, as the Green Line's vehicles car

Terry W. Lehmann

ried fewer passengers, it needed additional revenue
through fare increases that resulted in more pas
senger desertions. In 1965 the basic interstate fare

22, 1886, near Petersburg, Ky; d. December 18,

suburbs as well as Hamilton, Ohio) was marketed

was increased to 25 cents. Further weekend service
was eliminated on some routes: No. 4 Main–Park

a member of the U.S. Congress, was born at the

Hills-South Hills, No. 13 South Bellevue, No. 18/2]

Dinsmore Homestead to Tilden R. and Martha

Flandrau Macomb Selmes. Following her father's
early death, she moved to Wisconsin and then to

under the Airporter trade name. Its taxi-for-hire
franchise was operated under the Red Top banner.
Both services continued under the Green Line un

began converting its remaining electric streetcar

Newport East–North Fort Thomas, No. 19 New
port West, No. 20 Newport South, and No. 23 Bon
nie Leslie. Most other routes saw greatly reduced
service after 7:00 p.m. on weekdays and all hours on

lines to bus service in 1946. The last electric street

weekends.

car line in Campbell Co., the No. 11–Fort Thomas
route, was converted to motor-bus operation in

til 1973.
With World War II at an end, the Green Line

1947. The last streetcar line in Kenton Co., the No.

By 1960 it had become clear to many transit
managers and other observers that privately owned
companies, such as the Green Line, had no long

1–Fort Mitchell line, was changed over to a bus op

term future. Although transit companies were the

eration on July 2, 1950, thus ending 83 years of ei

safety net transporting people to work and school
if they were financially or physically unable to
drive, the companies were not true public utilities
because they had no public subsidy to fall back on
if revenues did not keep pace with operating costs.
The ongoing mania for building new expressways
and feeder roads encouraged people to forsake
public transportation in favor of the automobile.
Gridlock, smog alerts, and rising gasoline prices
were not yet established factors across the United

therhorsecar or electric streetcar service in North

ern Kentucky.
By 1954 the Green Line's ridership had been
cut in half to 21 million passengers, in just eight
years. Statistics compiled by the Covington–
Kenton Co. Chamber of Commerce (today's
Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce)
revealed that automobile traffic on the Chesa

peake and Ohio Railroad Bridge and the John
A. Roebling Bridge had jumped from 18,000 vehi
cles a day before World War II to 41,000 vehicles a
day in 1953. Therefore the Green Line found it nec
essary, for the fourth time since the end of World
War II, to raise its basic fare, this time to 15 cents.

As an economic move, the company sold its Cov
ington car barn at 20th St. and Madison Ave. and
its Covington office building at Third and Court
Sts. The old electric streetcar machine shop behind
the Newport car barn was converted to house the
additional buses moved from Covington, and of

States.

As part of his Great Society program, President
Lyndon B. Johnson (1963–1969) signed the Urban
Mass Transportation Act into law on July 9, 1964.
This legislation provided a firm base for the grant
ing of transit subsidies. However, such subsidies
were conditioned upon local governments form
ing transit authorities and upon citizens voting to
approve funds for a private-system takeover. In
June 1971, by action of the fiscal courts in Boone,
Campbell, and Kenton counties, the Transit Au

GREENWAY, ISABELLA SELMES (b. March
1953, Tucson, Ariz.). Isabella Selmes, who became

New York, where she mether first husband, Robert

H. Monro Ferguson. They were married in 1905.
After Ferguson became ill, the couple relocated
with their two young children to New Mexico. It
was there that Isabella fell in love with politics,
serving as the chairwoman of the Women's Land
Army of New Mexico in 1918. A year after Fergu
son's death in 1922, she moved to Arizona and

married copper baron John C. "Jack" Greenway in
November 1923. She served as that state's Demo

cratic national committeewoman after Greenway
died in 1926; to the surprise of the Democratic
Party, Isabella worked eight-hour days in that posi
tion. Following U.S. Representative Lewis W.
Douglas's resignation in 1933, she was appointed
to fill out his term, and then she was reelected as a

representative in the 74th Congress. She was Ari
zona's first woman representative in Congress.
Greenway spent her congressional time tirelessly
advocating what she called the “Liberty of Living."
which was undoubtedly influenced by the politics
of her close friends Franklin and Eleanor Roose

velt. Greenway's plan focused on helping home
owners, the elderly, and persons in economic dis
tress with the intent of improving the quality of life
for Depression-era Americans. Greenway also
recognized a need for reorganization of the tax
system to protect these citizens. She called for
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GREENWOOD

fewer taxes on inexpensive homes and land and
higher taxes on incomes, inheritances, profits, and
financial transactions. She was not a candidate for

renomination after her elected term, so she re
turned to Arizona to run her two cattle ranches

and a hotel, the Arizona Inn in Tucson. She was

also involved in the ownership of Gilpin Airlines, a
small western regional operation. Greenway was
married again in 1939 to Harry Orland King and
split her time between New York and her beloved
Arizona. Isabella Greenway died in 1953 and was
buried at the Dinsmore Homestead in Boone Co.

rels and stored in a warehouse to be aged. Eventu
ally, the whiskey was taken to the saloon (or “the
Jigger house") on the hill behind the schoolhouse.
There it was sold in pints, quarts, or by the glass.
Later, the local population voted the distillery out
of business, closing down the operation. At Green
wood's tollgate, on the road to Butler, people paid
two or three cents per mile to travel on the road.
Now the tollgate, the store, the blacksmith shop,
the distillery, and the school are gone. Like most
of the other small villages in Pendleton Co.,
Greenwood now has a few houses and nothing
else.

Aikman, Duncan. “Mrs. Greenway Charts Her Own
Course," NYT, April 21, 1935, SM 9.

Biographical Directory of the United States Congress.
“Greenway, Isabella Selmes." http://bioguide.con

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. ſca.
1994).
Mildred Belew

gress.gov.

Miller, Kristie. Isabella Greenway: An Enterprising
Woman. Tucson: Univ. of Arizona Press, 2004.

“Mrs. J. C. Greenway Wed to H. O. King." NYT, April
24, 1939, 15.

Who Was Who in America. Vol. 3. Chicago: A. N.
Marquis, 1960.

Amanda C. Kerley

GREYHOUND TAVERN. The Greyhound Tav
ern, originally named the Dixie Tea Room, was
opened in 1921 by John Hauer and at first operated
as an ice cream parlor, selling candies, ice cream
products, soft drinks, cigarettes, and cigars. The
tea room was in South Fort Mitchell, near the end
of a streetcar line. In the 1930s the business was

GREENWOOD. Greenwood is located in Pend

leton Co. at the junction of the road from Butler, Ky.
Rt. 609, and the road from Falmouth and Grassy
Creek, Ky. Rt. 17. The town received its name be
cause of the many trees in the vicinity. During the
early 1800s, Greenwood was a prosperous small
town with many homes, a blacksmith shop, a
school, a general store, a tollgate, and a distillery.
When the Redbrush School, located only a short
distance away, closed because it had too few stu
dents, its remaining students attended the school
in Greenwood.
Several families near Greenwood raised a va

riety of sorghum. In the fall the cane was cut,
stripped of its leaves, and ground to make juice.
The juice was then cooked for about two hours
over a fire to make sorghum molasses. This an
nual activity joined many families in an activity
that heightened their sense of community. Once
the molasses was ready, the families would get
together and have a candy party for the children.
The community project died out after the school
at Greenwood was closed in 1931 because of
consolidation.

The general store, located on the corner of the

sold to Al Frisch, who named it the Greyhound
Grillafter his brother Benny, who was a greyhound
trainer. Frisch's family operated the business, and
in addition to homemade ice cream, the Grey

GRIFFIN INDUSTRIES. Griffin Industries, a
multimillion-dollar business with 30 locations in

14 states, got its start when John Lawrence Griffin
moved to Falmouth, bought a 1935 Ford truck, and
in 1943 began a trade few others wanted to touch.
He drove a truck that picked up dead farm ani
mals, which he then sold to rendering plants in
Ohio. The Griffin rendering firm, which recycles
animal waste products, continues to grow.
When Griffin began in 1943, he had a young
wife, Rosellen Van Nest Griffin, an infant son, one

truck, and a strong will to work. As the business
grew, so did his family, eventually totaling 12 chil
dren. In June 1947, Griffin purchased 40 acres, two
miles from Ky. Rt. 17 in Pendleton Co., on what is
now known as Bryant Griffin Rd. There he built a
processing plant. The Griffin family worked hard to
build the company into what it is today. At times it
was very difficult, but with Griffin's dedication and
strong work ethic, which he passed on to his chil
dren and grandchildren, the company thrived. It
began as Falmouth Fertilizer and later went by the
name Griffin Fertilizer Company before arriving at
its current name, Griffin Industries. Five sons and

double-decker sandwiches.

Xavier School, he started the school's basketball

The tavern has grown into a favorite dining
and social spot for local customers and travelers
along what has become a very busy section of Di
xie Highway (U.S. 25) (see Gourmet Strip). Al

program and coached its team. For many seasons,
he was a scorekeeper for the basketball team at
Pendleton Co. High School (see Pendleton Co.

Salmon fish and fried chicken on its menu. The

though all of the tavern's traditional food favor
ites are still available, the menu now also includes

steaks, chops, seafood, and specialties offered by a
friendly staff. The tavern's original two rooms are
still intact and are named the Tavern Room and

the Hunt Room. Both have pine paneling; the
Hunt Room is decorated with a few paintings of
greyhounds, while the Tavern Room houses the
bar. At the parking lot entrance, the walls are dec
orated with photos of Green Line trolleys at or
near the end of the line in South Fort Mitchell,

and an original photo of the Dixie Tea room is the
centerpiece below what appears to be the original
wooden signboard. In 1987 the Greyhound Tav
ern hosted a dinner meeting of local politicians
that featured a visit by former U.S. vice president
Dan Quayle.

store. Families attended church in Mount Moriah,

about three miles away, but every Sunday after
noon, Sunday school was held in the schoolhouse

John E. Leming Jr.

dinners cost 50 cents. Over the years, the ice cream
parlor was eliminated, and as the building was ex
panded, the menu was expanded also, to include
homemade soups, onion rings, hamburgers, and

hound Tavern became famous for the whole Jack

tained their supplies of food and other items. The
farmers used the second floor of the store as a

December 7, 2005.

one son-in-law operate the company today. Several
of the grandchildren also work for the firm.
John Griffin was an avid sports fan. In his ear
lier years, he sponsored and coached a baseball
team on which several of his sons played. During
his children's elementary years at St. Francis

Butler Rd., was where the families of the area ob

meeting place. After the general store burned in
1893, people had to go to Butler or elsewhere to
shop. Farmers took their horses to the blacksmith
shop, which was located across from the general

Warner, Tess. “Greyhound Tavern—Historic Spot
Serves Up Southern Style Cuisine,” CIN Weekly,

Bida, Craig. "Greyhound Tavern Keeps Drawing
Crowds in Fort Mitchell," Cincinnati City Beat,

at Greenwood. About a half mile from the school

April 2, 2006.
“Fried Chicken: A Pecking Order." CE, July 4, 2003,

was one of Kentucky's largest whiskey distilleries,
which, during the early 1800s, was owned and op
erated by O. W. Cowles. After the whiskey was
made, it was placed in locally made wooden bar

"Take a Nostalgic Journey Back to Dixie Highway's

Weekend section, 19.

Public Schools). In 1989 Griffin was inducted
into the 10th Region Basketball Hall of Fame. He

was also made an honorary coach at Northern
Kentucky University. He died April 9, 1995, at
age 72, after a long bout of strokes and heart at
tacks, and was buried at St. Stephen Cemetery in
Fort Thomas, next to his wife, who died in 1985.

Dennis Griffin became president of the com
pany in 1970. In 1973 the corporate headquarters
moved to Cold Spring in Campbell Co. Today,
Griffin Industries remains essentially a rendering
business; it has grown and adapted, while other
companies in the same business have folded. With
nearly 900 employees, Griffin Industries operates a
fleet of 400 vehicles and 700 truck-trailers, a ship
that plies Caribbean ports in international trade,
and a list of 1,000 customers that includes major
cosmetics companies, clothing producers, and
pharmaceutical firms.
Over the years, Griffin Industries has provided
many residents of Pendleton Co. with jobs. The
company has also supported a number of local
civic projects. Pendleton Co. High School, for in

'Gorumet Strip," KP. March 27, 1997, Weekend

stance, has one of the finest fitness centers in the
state, the John L. Griffin Fitness Center, thanks to

Section, 17.

construction funds provided by the Griffin family.

GRISTMILLS

In 1993 the company also built the Griffin Concert
Centreat the Pendleton Co. Fairgrounds.
"Opinion: John Griffin–Model Employer, Citizen,”
KP April 13, 1995,4K.
“Pioneer Recycler Dies—Griffin Industries Founder
Was 72,"KP April 10, 1995, 1K.
Mildred Belew

GRISTMILLS. Shortly after pioneers arrived in
Kentucky, some of them built primitive gristmills
to grind corn into meal and wheat into flour.
Gristmill sites were selected along streams with
adequate water flow. As counties were developed,
it became necessary to secure permission from the
county court system, since millponds had the po
tential for flooding the properties of adjacent land
owners. Also, the Kentucky legislature passed laws
that regulated milldams, especially those on larger

Boone Co.

Petersburg, an important manufacturing center
in the 19th century, included the mills of the Pe
tersburg Milling Company in 1891; Ben Belden in
1896; Ferris, Brooks & Company also in 1896, and
F. M. Morgan in 1906. In Walton, several mills
once ground grain: the Rouse Brothers from 1879
to 1906, Abram Stansifer in 1880, M. & R. Rouse
in 1896, the Walton Feed Mills from 1927 to 1929,

The community of New Eagles Mills had mills
owned by John A. Collins from 1876 to 1883,
Frank Beard in 1881, James F. Salyers in 1883, and
J. P. Pettit & Son in 1891. In Williamstown, mill

story frame structure with horizontal siding. Also
in Boone Co., A. S. Crisler operated a water
powered gristmill near Limaburg on Gunpowder
Creek; his father, Gabriel Crisler, operated a mill
on Long Branch above the forks. Archaeologist

ham in 1881, Frank Carder from 1881 to 1883, J.
H. Brumbach & Son in 1890, Carter & Valland

Jeannine Kreinbrink has documented the Crisler

ingham in 1891, D.C. Points & Company in 1896,
Rednour & Company in 1896, and D. S. Cun
ningham in 1906. At Wilson's Mills, Wilson &

Gulley Mill. According to her, Lewis Crisler es

Beck ran a mill in 1880.

it to Alfred and Joseph Chambers in 1834. The
Crisler-Gulley Mill went through a series of own
ers before Robert Gulley acquired the property in

mills in small communities far from streams and

Grant Co.

owners included D. L. Cunningham from 1873 to
1896, O. S. Daugherty in 1880, D. D. Cunning

fish were considerations.

turbines that turned a main shaft. A series of gears,
smaller shafts, and belts were used to supply power
to various piecesofequipment in the mill.
Of critical importance were the millstones that
ground the grain. Small mills had only one pair of
stones, while larger ones sometimes had several
pairs. Conglomerate millstones from Kentucky or
Pennsylvania were often used for grinding corn,
but flint millstones from Ohio or Kentucky were
also used. For the grinding of wheat, millers pre
ferred imported French burr millstones. Simple
grain elevators were installed in some mills to move
the grain from floor to floor, and bolters were used
to sift flour. By the late 19th century, millstones be
gan to be replaced with steel rollers (known as roller
mills). This innovation allowed millers to produce
more barrels of flour and meal per day.
Steam engines permitted the construction of

Warsaw, has survived.

Rouse Brothers flour mill at Walton was a two

tablished the mill between 1817 and 1828 and sold

wheels (overshot, undershot, or breast wheels) or

A. Howard from 1880 to 1890; and George T.
Thompson from 1887 to 1896. Only the Thompson
Flour Mill structure, a two-story brick building in

and the Leonard Cook Company in 1929. The

streams, because boat traffic and the movement of

As time passed, more substantial gristmills were
constructed. Many mills were spectacular three- or
four-story structures, while others were quitesimple
buildings. Some of the early mills were constructed
from logs; others were of frame, brick, or stone con
struction. Dams built of logs or stone provided the
water supply to power these mills. A millrace or
flume (an elevated wooden trough) was constructed
to convey the water from the dam to the mill. The
mill might be placed immediately below the dam, or
it might be built far enough away to require long
races or flumes for the water to travel through. The
water was converted into power by means of water
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1918.

Bracken Co.

A steam merchant mill operated in Augusta dur
ing 1847. Other mills in Augusta included Darry &

Kenton Co.

At Banklick, James Bird operated a mill from 1879
to 1881, and Michael Morris ran a mill at Erlanger
in 1896. Many mills have operated in Covington,
including D. & G. Cree at 703 Madison Ave, from
1869 to 1874, D. Cree & Company during 1872 and
1873, Deglow & Bausch at 411 Pike St. from 1872 to
1880, Graves & Cree in 1876, Graves & Bramlage at

Brothers in 1859, J. Cook & Son in 1870, P.S. Blades

Pike St. and Russell Ave. from 1878 to 1881, De

in 1876, J. R. Powers & Co. in 1876, Stroube & Tay
lor during 1879 and 1880, B. P. Blades in 1881, N.J.
Stroube from 1881 to 1896, William Teagarden

glow & Bramlage from 1881 to 1883, J. H. Fedders

from 1883 to 1887, Hanson & Brevard in 1891,

Frank Hanson in 1896, G. W. Moneyhon Com
pany in 1896, W.T. Teagarden in 1896, and the Au
gusta Milling Company in 1906. The Germantown
Milling Company operated mills at Germantown
in 1929.

Campbell Co.

As early as 1802, James Taylor Jr. had built agrist
mill on the Licking River. John Gubser operated a
mill in the 19th century in the community of Gub
ser (see Gubser's Mill). His mill was a two-story
frame structure that was later acquired by the Rit

& Sons from as early as 1883; Covington City Mills
at 708 Washington St. from 1894 to 1901; and the
mill of Henry Heile & Company located at 517
Pike St. in the late 19th century.
Mason Co.

A primitive horse-powered gristmill was built at
Limestone (Maysville) in 1785. Pioneer Simon
Kenton operated a mill located below the forks of
Lawrence Creek. Maysville newspapers contain
advertisements for someofthelate-18th- and early
19th-century mills in the area. An advertisement
in the July 17, 1799, edition of the Mirror in
Maysville mentioned the desire to purchase a few
hundred bushels of wheat to be delivered to Orr's

tinger family.

Mill on Lawrence's Creek. In the September 15,

Many gristmills operated at various times in
Newport, a number of them located along Mon
mouth St. They included the Newport Roller Flour
Mills at 1104 Monmouth St. in 1894, the Newport
Flour Mills at 1106 Monmouth St. in Newport
from 1895 to 1897, the Wehenpohl Milling Com
pany at 1106 Monmouth St. in 1897, and the New
port Milling Company at 1106 Monmouth St. and

1824, and August 28, 1829, issues of the Maysville
Eagle, N & N Hixson advised the public that they
were paying 40 cents (in 1824) and 50 cents (in
1829) per bushel for wheat at their steam mill in
Maysville. The February 7, 1833, edition of the pa
per advertised the sale of Hixson's Frame Steam
Millin Maysville.

later at 1110 Monmouth St. from 1898 to 1903.

Owen Co.

Carroll Co.

Three individuals operated mills in Lusby's Mill,
including Jacob Anspaw in 1876, D. R. Kinman

enough flour for regional markets. Today, only a
few of the original structures have survived; the

The great concentration of gristmills in Carroll

from 1881 to 1883, and W. R. Kinman from 1887 to

Co. was in Carrollton. These included Cameron &

1891. In Owenton, mills were run by M. A. Red

otherslie in ruin or have been obliterated by mod
ern development.
Northern Kentucky once had numerous

Company in the early 20th century and the Han
lins Flour Mill, a two-story brick structure at the
southwest corner of Sixth and Sycamore Sts.

man in 1870; the Roland Brothers from 1876 to

in urban contexts. By the early 20th century, the
water-powered gristmills had nearly disappeared,
replaced by larger urban mills that produced

gristmills, and communities often developed
around these mills. The most important mills,
historically or in terms of size, are listed in the
following paragraphs.

1883, Owenton Mills in 1883; H. F. Swope in 1890;
and W. E. Arnold, Duke & Son, and C. W. Kenney
in 1906. Poplar Grove was home to the following

Gallatin Co.

mills: R. N. Hatters in 1876, J. J. G. Brock in 1879,

Several mills operated in Warsaw. J. H. McDaniel
in 1859; Perry & Gibson from 1879 to 1883; James

Crouch & Brock in 1883, and Hamilton & Apple
gate in 1883.
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GROTE MANUFACTURING COMPANY

signs. In 1930 construction began on a physical
plant that eventually was three stories high and
contained more than 140,000 square feet. Before
buying the company, Grote had owned and op
erated two chemical companies (the American
Chemical Company and the Missouri Chemical
Company) and an oxygen company. With the ac
quisition of National ColorType, he began to make
items for the automotive industry, including spot
lights and reflectors. As sales increased, Grote was
able to sell his chemical and oxygen interests and
concentrate more on automotive sales. During the
Great Depression, when auto-part sales were not
sufficient to sustain the company, he shifted pro
duction to the manufacture of street signs. During
World War II, Grote converted his plant and
equipment to the making of blackout lights, de

ton in Owen Co. and practiced there until 1881.
Entering politics, Grover became a member of the
Kentucky state Senate (1857–1865) representing
Owen Co.; he was the only Democrat to serve in
the Kentucky Senate during the Civil War. He at

Robertson Co.

vices that cut underwater cable, and other war

Biographical Directory of the United States Congress.

The county seat of Mount Olivet had several
mills, including J. H. Sabin in 1881, Morrison &

related products. After World War II, to capitalize

"Asa Porter Grover." www.bioguide.congress.gov

on the dramatic increase in new home construc

(accessed June 20, 2007).

Son in 1887, F. P. Bland from 1887 to 1891, Mor

tion, Grote converted his wartime equipment to

rison Brothers in 1890, the Robertson County
Milling Company in 1890, Morrison & Sons in
1891, Morrison & Sparks in 1891, and Morrison

the manufacture of bathroom medicine cabinets

GUBSER'S MILL/TWELVE MILE. The com

munity of Gubser's Mill, or Twelve Mile, located in
rural south central Campbell Co., has long been
associated with its sawmill and gristmill. John

— Directory of the Flour Mill Owners and Mill
wrights of the United States of America and Can

and metal mirrors; he also resumed the produc
tion of parts for cars and trucks, primarily reflec
tors and lights. During the 1950s, the Bellevue
plant, surrounded by residential housing, lacked
room for expansion. Grote had another facility in
Seymour, Ind., and the decision was made to build
a new plant in Madison, Ind. All production was
relocated to the new plant in 1960. The company

ada, 1880. Milwaukee, Wis.; Grand Opera House,

continues to be known as Grote Industries. Head

Twelve Mile, is a reference to Twelve Mile Creek,

1880.

quartered in Madison, the firm has plants in both
Mexico and Canada, where lights, reflectors, mir
rors, and electronics, primarily for trucks, off-road

which has its source there and flows to the Ohio

er's Blacksmith Shop, a wagon shop, a post office,

vehicles, and cars are made. After Grote Industries

and a café. The mill burned twice and was rebuilt

ological Research in Kentucky. Vol. 5. Frankfort:
Kentucky Heritage Council, 1998.

moved away from Bellevue, its building was sold to
Kent Manufacturing, which continued to build
medicine cabinets. The building was later sold to
the Henry Hosea Company, an office-furniture
firm. At its height in Bellevue, the Grote Manufac

but eventually fell into disrepair. It was torn down
in 1983. The mill and the adjacent shops were the
hub of the community. The mill's steam whistle
used to blow each noon to signal local farmers that
it was time to stop for lunch.

Hodgman, George H. Hodgman and Company's

turing Company employed 300 to 400 people and

Besides the mill and its surrounding buildings,

Kentucky State Gazetteer, Shippers' Guide, and
Business Directory, for 1865 and 1866. Louisville,
Ky. Hodgman, 1865.
— Kentucky State Directory, Travelers and Ship
pers' Guide, for 1870–1871. Louisville, Ky., John P.

for sometime was the largest employer in the town.
The company was the first in the United States to
use plastic injection molding (in the 1920s), it in
troduced the first repairable long-life lamps for
trucks (in 1977), and it brought LED lighting to
trucking (in 1990). Today, Grote Industries has
1,200 employees and revenues of $114 million. It is
led by the founder's grandson William "Bill" Grote
and is still privately held by a family that has been
in business for 100 years.

the other important element of the community was

Pendleton Co.

Among the gristmills in the county seat of Fal
mouth were these G. P. Gaulding in 1865; J. Wood
head in 1873; A. J. McNeis in 1880; J. E. Thompson
in 1880; A. J. McNees in 1881; W. B. Woodhead
from 1881 to 1883; J. W. Ashbrook in 1883; B.

Bishop in 1883; King, Hamilton & Johnson in
1883, G. W. Galloway during 1883 and 1884;
Champion Roller Mills (Applegate & Hamilton) in
1884, Bidge in 1887, Pendleton Flour Mills in 1887,
Mary E. Hamilton in 1890; Falmouth Milling
Company in 1891; R. B. McDonald in 1891; George
Myers in 1891; Farmers' Co-operative Milling
Company in 1896, J. W. Galloway in 1896; R. R.
Wilson in 1896; Champion Mills in 1906; and
Ideal Mills in 1906.

& Company in 1896.
Cawker, E. Harrison. Cawker’s American Flour Mill

and Elevator Directory for 1890–1891. Milwau
kee, Wis.; Riverside, 1891.

Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason
County. Lexington, Ky. Transylvania, 1936.
Hawes, George W. George Hawes' Kentucky State
Gazetteer and Business Directory for 1859 and
1860. Louisville, Ky. George W. Hawes, 1859.
Hockensmith, Charles D, Kenneth C. Carstens,
Charles Stout, and Sara J. Rivers. Current Archae

Morton, 1871.

O'Malley, Nancy. A New Village Called Washing
ton. Maysville, Ky., McClanahan, 1987.
Seiller, Edward F. Kentucky Natural Resources, In
dustrial Statistics, Industrial Directory Descrip
tions by Counties. Bureau of Agriculture, Labor
and Statistics, Bulletin 34. Frankfort, Ky. State

Grote, www.grote.com/ (accessed June 1, 2005).

Journal, 1929.

Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs. Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss,

Peter Grote

Ga.; Young, 1906.
Charles D. Hockensmith
GROTE MANUFACTURING COMPANY.

In 1926 William D. Grote, a pharmacy graduate of
the University of Cincinnati, purchased the Na
tional Color Type Company, 421 Grandview Ave.,
Bellevue, which manufactured reflective street

and he was elected to the 40th U.S. Congress(1867–
1869). He was well respected in Owen Co. Grover
moved his law practice to Georgetown in Scott Co.
in 1881 and founded the First National Bank of

Georgetown, which opened in May 1883. Grover
died in 1887 and was buried at the Georgetown
Cemetery.

Apple, Lindsey, Frederick A. Johnston, and Ann Bol
ton Bevins. Scott County Kentucky: A History.

Georgetown, Ky. Scott Co. Historical Society,
1993.

Gubser arrived from Switzerland after the area had

been settled in the 1860s by English-speaking im
migrants. He bought an established sawmill in
1865, and from then on, the name Gubser's Mill

has been applied to the village. The other name,

River. The local 1883 Lake atlas shows a mill, Seit

the St. Peter and Paul Catholic Church. Established

in 1853, the church was the religious center for the
German Catholics who had settled in the area in

the late 1840s. The church began in a log cabin; later
abrick church was built, which had to be torn down

due to structural flaws. Today, the parish has its
present church building, a school, and a cemetery.
In order to raise money for its school, the parish
sponsors two summer picnics that bring together
the entire community. The picnic grounds, called
Hickory Grove, have been in operation for more
than 100 years. Although public one-room school
houses existed in Gubser's Mill/Twelve Mile—some

Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

Young and Company. Business Professional Direc
tory of the Cities and Towns of Kentucky. Atlanta,

tended the Democratic state convention in 1863,

GROVER, ASA PORTER(b. February 18, 1819,
Ontario Co., N.Y.; d. July 20, 1887, Georgetown,
Ky). Born in upstate New York, legislator Asa Por

of them named Hickory Grove, Sugar Grove,

ter Grover was educated in the schools of that

associated with the church.

area. He moved to Kentucky in 1837 to attended
Centre College, from which he graduated. Grover
then taught school in Woodford and Franklin
counties. Like many other teachers of his day, he
took up the study of law, and he was admitted to
the bar in 1843. He opened his law office in Owen

Today, the AA Highway allows the residents of
this community to travel to workplaces elsewhere
while living in the farming community. It is ex
pected that more new homes will be built in the
area by people desiring this lifestyle as the county
solves sanitary sewer issues around Gubser's Mill.

Kohler, and Old Gubser Mill—the vast majority of
children attended the Catholic elementary school

GYPSIES

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Counties,
Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,

Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
“Only One in County," KP August 2, 1975, 6K.
“Twelve Mile Baptist Church Observes 135th Year."
KP September 24, 1934,2.

the two men would walk to the general store to pick
up their mail and exchange news, or in Shelly Ay
lor's words, to "loaf" Often they would arrive home
late for dinner. Their wives, exasperated, said the
reason the men were late was that they had to have
a sugartit at the store.
Cabot, Susan M., and Michael Rouse. Boone County.

Kenneth A. Reis

Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia, 1998.
Michael D. Rouse

GUM LICK BAPTIST CHURCH. The Gum

Lick Baptist Church was constituted in December
1882, with 21 charter members. G. B. and Jose

phine Dance deeded to the church's trustees the lot
in southwestern Pendleton Co. on which the

church and the cemetery were situated. The first
pastor was J. W. Clark, and the first list of deacons
appeared in 1895. Church business meetings in the
early years began on Saturday evenings and were
sometimes resumed after Sunday morning ser
vices. Committees were assigned for each job to be
done at the church. The church had very strict rules
in those years: if members showed bad conduct,
they were brought before the church to confess
their wrongs, and only then were they allowedback
into the fellowship. Failure to confess led to exclu
sion from membership.
Early baptisms took place in farm ponds and
streams. People traveled to church by foot, on
horseback, or by horse and buggy. The church was
heated at first by a wood stove and later by coal.
Kerosene lampshanging from the ceiling provided
lighting. Later, carbidelights were used. Electricity
first came in 1948.

In May 1982, lightning struck the church stee
ple, damaging it severely and also damaging part
of the roof. Frankie Jones and other church mem

bers erected a new steeple. The church bell, which
was repaired, has now been rung in the commu
nity for more than 100 years.
Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.
1994].

“Eye Catcher of the Week." KP, November 15, 1989,4K.
Mildred Belew

GUNPOWDER (SUGARTIT). The village of
Gunpowder in Boone Co., located along Gunpow
der Creek at the intersection of Pleasant Valley Rd.
and the Florence Union Turnpike (U.S. 42), was
also known as Sugartit. In the early 1900s it was
home to a blacksmith shop, a general store, a post
office, and a sawmill. The Hopeful Lutheran
Church and the Gunpowder Baptist Church were
nearby. The Pleasant Ridge School stood on a
nearby hill, just to the east of Gunpowder.
There are several theories regarding how the
village received the name Sugartit. (A sugartit was
a pacifier for babies, made by tying a piece of sugar
into a square of muslin.) In a letter to his grand
children, Shelly Aylor, the last owner of the town's
general store, tells this story. His father, L. P. Aylor,
and his uncle John Surface were farmers who lived

in the Gunpowder neighborhood. During the win
ter, when farm chores were not very demanding,

GYPSIES. Many of the Gypsies who have come to
Northern Kentucky, for short or long periods, have
acted in accord with the Gypsy stereotype. Some
times referred to as a nation within a nation, Gyp
sies as a group seek no permanent home, preferring
to wander about continuously. They call them
selves the Roma and live by a strict religious and
legal code known as Romany. Their mother tongue
is Romany and is derived from Sanskrit, revealing
their Indian origins, but Gypsy is derived from
Egyptian. Gypsies are often confused with, or
grouped with, Hungarians, Romanians, or Serbs,
since they immigrated to the United States just be
hind those groups in the 1880s. Gypsies are mostly
associated with the dark-clothed, high-cheek
boned people, speaking with an accent, who stroll
into town for a few days; often they depart on their
own, just before being asked to leave. In the old
days, they arrived via caravans of horses and wag
ons; today they come in expensive cars and trucks.
While in town they perform sundry casual jobs for
cash payments: as tinkers, they repair things, from
pots and pans to roof gutters; as contractors, they
seal driveways with a black concoction that fre
quently washes away during the next hard rain.
Gypsy women, made famous by song and by their
specialty trades—palm-reading and fortune
telling—generally stay in camp on the outskirts of
town. Their men can sometimes be found siphon
ing fuel out of the underground storage tanks of
closed gasoline stations. Of course, not all Gypsies
fit this stereotypical image, and some became re
spectable members of the community.
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part of the scene. They seemed to have known
many of the customers' deceased relatives but sel
dom any livingones. Meanwhile, the palm-readers'
husbands would be busy hauling things in their
trucks, blacktopping, painting driveways, or
"honey-dipping," a term for the service of sucking
the muckout of septic systems. The modern sanita
tion district has taken the long, thick, black hose
from the hands of people like Bosmac. A member

of the Boswell clan, he was Campbell Co.'s long
time honey-dipper; he operated out of his Dayton,
Ky., business location well into the 1980s, referring
to himself as "a privately employed sanitation
worker." Later, there were other Gypsy palmists in
Campbell Co. for example, Sister Mohawk in Day
ton and a group of palm readers working out of
Cold Spring. In 1978, when Madam Lena died, her
funeral in Newport at the Vonderhaar-Stetter-Betz
Funeral Home on E. Third St. was one of the largest
in that city's history. It was attended by mourners
from across the nation. Madam Lena, the so-called

"mayor of York St.," was carried in grand splendor
by a white, horse-drawn hearse to nearby Ever
green Cemetery in Southgate.
In Fort Thomas, in March 1977, 20 to 25 Gyp
sies appeared at the IGA Highlander food store,
distracting employees with requests for help. Al
most as quickly as they arrived, they were gone, as
was a large amount of cash from the safe in the
store's office. They were last seen headed south on
U.S. 27. Later that year, Gypsies in Campbell Co.
posed as city building inspectors, asking home.
owners for identification and demanding cash for
their services.

family, a well-known member of which was

Across the Licking River in Kenton Co., attor
ney Bill Hagedorn became the negotiator of choice
for the Gypsies. He was invited to their parties and
gatherings, often large galas held in hotels in Cin
cinnati; the tab for these Gypsy galas was seldom
paid. When in the region, the migratory Gypsies
often camped on the outskirts of town, where no
permit was required. Madison Pike (Ky. Rt. 17),
south of Covington, was one such place. If trouble
broke out, Hagedorn was summoned. In February
1977 it was Hagedorn who saved Sister Mohawk
from jail after she bilked a widow in Fort Mitchell

Madam Sheba, Irene G. Boswell (Mrs. Frederick C.

out of more than $11,000.

Boswell), who resided for alongtime at 11 E. Third

In adjoining Boone Co., in May 1974, about 10
Gypsies, described as wearing old clothes and “look
inglike tramps," entered a conveniencestore in Flor
ence, and one of the women proceeded to discuss a
coupon for a wrinkle cream with the checkout lady
and eventually the manager. When the Gypsies left
after 15 minutes, the manager discovered that al
most $4,000 was missing from that day's bank de
posit. The group had driven off in two late-model
Cadillacs with red and white license plates.
The migratory Gypsies habitually arrive in
Northern Kentucky during the early spring, having
worked their way back north from wintering in the
Deep South. Perhaps the Williamson family is the
best known group of these. During each annual
visit, the Williamsons schedulea morning at Spring
Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati, formally burying
their members who died during the previous year.

One Gypsy family in Newport was the Boswell

St. Just around the corner was Madam Lena (Ma
mie Rose Lovell), who lived at 309 York St. Both

were "palmists” (according to their signs) whose
fortune-telling parlors were positioned just off the
end of the old Central Bridge. Their scam was
part of the notorious business scene in Newport
during the 1950s. In their parlors, at all hours of
the day and night, customers could pay to have
their palms read and learn what the length of their
“love line" portended. For a larger fee, and with
prior arrangements, a group could schedule a sé
ance at the palm-reader's parlor. However, both
Madam Sheba and Madam Lena had to be given
enough advance notice to hide assistants in the
walls and basement, providing the necessary voices
from beyond. The candles, the thick dark drapes,
their large earrings, and the large tables were all
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Bodies are sent in advance to the vault at the ceme

tery to await the mass burial ceremony.
Rightly or wrongly, performers in circuses are

frequently thought to be Gypsies. The image of the
Gypsy has entered into the language of child
rearing, much to the chagrin of modern child psy
chologists. Mothers in the region have often ex
horted their children, “If you don't behave right,
we're going to give you to the Gypsies.”

DeCamp, Graydon. “Those Unbelievable Gypsies."
CE Magazine, March 14, 1982, 18–23.

Grossman, James R., Ann Durkin Keating, and Janice
L. Reiff, eds. The Encyclopedia of Chicago. Chi
cago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 2004.
Hicks, Jack. “NKU Official, Student of Gypsies, Tells
of Myths." KE, April 6, 1979, Al.
Loftus, Tom. “Gypsies' Bilk Pair of $137." KP Sep
tember 6, 1977, 7.

—. "Mourners Flock to Madam(e) Lena's Funeral,"
KP, June 15, 1978, 5.

Remlinger, Connie. “Gypsies' Swipe $3,887." KP,
May 7, 1974,9K.

Workum, Bert. “Gypsy Bands Raiding Homes," KP
August 31, 1977, 17

“Widow Gave Gypsy $11,250," KP, February
18, 1977, 1.

Michael R. Sweeney

fic made the Dixie Highway one of the most heav
ily traveled roads in the nation. The Halfway House
cabins were routinely filled and the restaurant was
kept busy; busloads of passengers stopped by at all
hours to enjoy the food, especially the widely known
fried chicken.

-

HAILE, RALPH (b. May 18, 1922, Cincinnati,
Ohio; d. August 4, 2006, Cincinnati, Ohio). Ralph
V. Haile, a well-respected and long-time Coving
ton banker, was the son of Ralph B. and Mary Neal
Donoho Haile. He grew up in the Hyde Park neigh
borhood of Cincinnatiand graduated from Walnut
Hills High School and, in 1946, from the Univer
sity of Cincinnati School of Engineering. During
World War II, he piloted P-51 Mustang fighters
in the European theater for the U.S. Army Air
Force. After the war he attended the University of
Wisconsin's School of Banking in Madison.
Haile served as chief executive of the Peoples
Liberty and Trust Company in Covington for 19
years. He was a strong Covington and Northern
Kentucky supporter. Famous for the bow ties he
wore and the Camaro convertible he drove, Haile

was a history lesson in person; he could be counted
on to know what had happened and often what
was about to happen. Although he lived on the
east side of Cincinnati, he generously supported
Northern Kentucky. For example, he and his wife

The completion of I-75 (see Expressways)
through the area spelled the beginning of the end
for the Halfway House. Travelers on the interstate
found that restaurants, fillingstations, and lodging
closer to the interstate highway's exits were the
convenient placestostop. The Halfway House faded
into memory, replaced by a sporting-goods store
called F&R General Sales. The building was de
stroyed by a spectacular fire on the evening of No
vember 18, 1976. It was rebuilt as a Red Carpet Inn
and restaurant.

scendant of the 15th-century English bishop of
Salisbury, Robert Hallam. Theodore's father, James
R. Hallam, an attorney, served for a short time as a
circuit court judge. The family moved from Owen
ton to Williamstown, and then to Newport when
Theodore was quite young. He served with the
Confederate Army in 1861, fighting at the battles
of Shiloh and Hampton Roads. Near the end of the
war, he held the rank of captain and was assigned
to Jefferson Davis, president of the Confederate
States. Afterleavingthearmy, Hallam was employed
as a correspondent with the Cincinnati Enquirer.
In that position he toured famous Civil War
battlefields, writing articles under the pseudonym
Asperate. Afterward he studied law, became an at
torney, and formed the firm of Hallam and Terrill,
with offices in Covington and Cincinnati. On May
3, 1875, he married Bettie Stevenson Timberlake.

"Fire Destroys Old Halfway House." Grant County
Her father's family, the Timberlakes, and her

News, November 25, 1976, 1.

Northern Kentucky Views. "Halfway House." www
nkyviews.com (accessed August 3, 2006).
Chris Meiman

HALLAM. The community of Hallam in central
Owen Co. is on the northwest side of Elk Lake

mother's, the Stevensons, owned most of the land

where the cities of Erlanger and Elsmere are today.
The Timberlake home still stands along Stevenson
Rd. In 1875 Hallamentered politics and was elected
to the state House of Representatives, representing
the First District of Covington. Later he was elected
state senator. He rose to the position of Speaker in

Shores, where Ky. Rts, 227 and 330 intersect. It is

both bodies. Hallam was a staunch Democrat (see

within East Owenton Precinct, and the 1883 Lake

Democratic Party), but in the 1899 governor's
campaign, he refused to back fellow Northern
Kentuckian William Goebel, siding instead with
the Independent, John Y. Brown. Hallam died in
1905 at age 61, at his home, 1034 Scott St. in Cov
ington. He was buried in the Highland Cemetery

atlas suggests that once there was a school at Hallam.
The Beech Grove Baptist Church is just north of
town along Ky. Rt. 227. Hallam istheboyhood home

donated $2 million to St. Elizabeth Medical

of Rear Adm. Arnold Elllsworth True, a naval of

Center for an addition to its hospice unit. Haile
was involved in the Covington Community Cen
ter (see Center for Great Neighborhoods of
Covington), the Covington Business Council, ur
ban renewal, and the developmentoftheOld Town

ficer who earned many navy medals for his ship and
fleet command in the Pacific during World War II.
An Atlas of Owen County, Kentucky. Philadelphia:

Plaza and the Riverside Condominiums. He con

County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky: Standard,

tributed to the Behringer-Crawford Museum,
Thomas More College, and the University of

1976.

Lake, 1883.

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen

in Fort Mitchell.

"In Memoriam," CC, May 12, 1905, 4.

"Lawyer Suspended," KP December 31, 1900, 1.
"Sketch of Theodore Hallam," KP, August 10, 1892, 1.
"Tarvin Sends Lawyer to Jail." KP, January 14, 1901, 1.
HALL

Cincinnati Foundation. Haile died in 2006 in Cin

HALLAM, THEODORE FRELINGHUY

cinnati and was buried in the Haile lot at Spring
Grove Cemetery there. His wife, Carol Ann Ho
man Haile, died in 2004. The plaza by the U.S.
Bank along Madison Ave. in Covington has been
named the Ralph Haile Square, in honor of him.

SEN (b. March 10, 1844, Owenton, Ky; d. May 3,
1905, Covington, Ky.) Theodore Hallam was a de

FAMILY

(COVINGTON).

John

Wortham Hall Sr. was born January 19, 1802 in Or
ange Co., N.C. He studied theology with Dr. Gideon
Blackburn, a Presbyterian missionary to the Indian

*al/wa/

—ſoaie, Readaanaº,

&/ºa and Sewice Słaża,
"Banker Laid Foundation for City Rebirth," KP,
U. S. Dixie Highway +25

May 24, 1989, IK.
"A Banker with a Heart of Gold," KP August 5,
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2006, 1A.

"Dedication for a Visionary." KE, September 1,
2006, B1.

Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati, Ohio.
“$2 Million Gift Helps Hospital Add Four Rooms to
Hospice," KP December 6, 2006, A2.
HALFWAY HOUSE. The Halfway House was a
restaurant, gas station, and motor lodge just south
of Williamstown in Grant Co. The site was located

at the corner of the Dixie Highway (U.S. 25) and
Sunset, approximately halfway between Coving
ton, and Lexington. Built in 1928 by John Gilforos,
the Halfway House opened on Independence Day
in 1929.

The heyday of the Halfway House was the
1950s and early 1960s, when tourist and local traf.

L-Halfway House Restaurant, Williamstown.
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HAMILTON

tribes of the South, and was licensed to preach in
western Tennessee in October 1824. He married

Catherine Presley Thornton. After several assign
ments as a pastor in Tennessee, Ohio, and Hunts

ville, Ala., during the 1830s and 1840s, he earned a
doctorate in divinity from Miami University in
1848 and then became the fifth president of Miami
University of Ohio, serving in that role from 1854
to 1866. Hall is often referred to as Miami's Civil

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 18531, for the year
1916.

Linden Grove Cemetery Records, Covington, Ky.,
available at www.kenton.lib.kyus.

MacCracken, Henry Mitchell. “The Administration

Hammon, Stratton Owen. The Saga of John Ham
mon, Revolutionary War Hero and Owen

of President John W. Hall, D.D., LL.D.," archives of

County Kentucky Pioneer. Louisville, Ky: Pilgrim

Miami Univ., Oxford, Ohio.

Press, 1979.

Mills, Howard H. "A History of Education of Coving
ton, Kentucky," master's thesis, Univ. of Kentucky,
1929.

War president, for he dealt with the mixed loyalties
existing on campus at the time. In 1868 he was
elected superintendent of the Covington schools
at an annual salary of $2,500. He brought a new
structure and new ideas to the city's schools. While
he was superintendent, he hired his son John
Wortham Hall Jr. as the high school principal. The
senior Hall's tenure as superintendent ended in
1878. He continued to preach as a Presbyterian
minister until his death. The Hall family lived at 26
E. Fourth St. for many years before moving to 417
Russell St., where John Sr. died on January 4, 1886,
at age 83. He was buried at Linden Grove Cemetery
in Covington. One month later his wife Catherine

“Miss Mary T. Hall, Kindest Woman in Kentucky, Is
Dead," KTS, July 15, 1916, 10.

was buried next to him.

the community's founders.
The town prospered during the 19th century
owing to its proximity to Big Bone Spring. In 1883
the community had two tobacco warehouses, a

John Wortham Hall Jr., born in 1830 in Ten

nessee, was trained as a geologist. However, educa
tion was his real interest, and he became a high
school principal in Dayton, Ohio. He moved to
Covington in 1868 and served as principal of the
Covington High School, which eventually was lo
cated on the northeast corner of 12th and Russell

Sts. He was employed by the Covington schools for
more than 30years, including4years, 1889 to 1893,
as the superintendent of Covington schools. In
1901, with his health failing, he moved to Denver
to be with his son Harry, who died shortly after his
father's arrival. John W. Hall Jr. died November 6,

1907 in Colorado, at the home of his daughter-in
law, Harry's widow. He was buried at the Denver
Cemetery. Mourners came from as far away as Day
ton, Ohio, and Covington for his funeral. In 1928
the Covington School Board, in appreciation of
John Wortham Hall Jr.'s long service, changed the
name of the Fourth District Junior High School to
the John W. Hall junior High School.
Mary Thornton Hall was born about 1845 at
Murfreesboro, Tenn., the daughter of John W. and
Catherine Presley Thornton Hall and the sister of
John W. Hall Jr., and was educated early in life at the
Nashville Academy, excelling in music. In 1870 she
was living with her parents in Covington. She grad
uated from Miami University of Ohio and became
a popular newspaper columnist in the Greater Cin
cinnati area. Hall worked for the Covington Daily
Commonwealth and the Cincinnati Enquirer (the
latter for 30 years) as a society columnist. She often
wrote about herself in the third person as a writer,
singer, social leader, or philanthropist. Mary was
active in charitable work. A strong soprano singer,
she often sang and played the organ at Trinity
Episcopal Church. She died July 15, 1916, at her
flat in the Woodford Apartments in Covington, af.
fectionately remembered as “the woman who never
said or wrote an unkind word about anyone.” She
was buried at Linden Grove Cemetery after a fu
neral at Trinity Episcopal Church.

an ancestor of Stratton Owen Hammon, the peripa
tetic Louisville architect, author, and genealogist.

Nordheim, Betty Lee. Echoes of the Past: A History of
the Covington Public School System. Covington,
Ky: Covington Independent Public Schools, 2002.

HANKS. The Grant Co. community of Hanks
was located about four miles from Dry Ridge on
the Dry Ridge—Warsaw Rd. (Ky. Rt. 467). The resi
dents at Hanks included C. L. Alexander, operator
of a general store in 1890; Jimshack Webster, who
lived and farmed across the road; and Ezra Web

ster, who lived on an adjoining farm. A post office
was established there in 1898, with C. L. Alexander

HAMILTON. The village of Hamilton was lo
cated at Ohio River Mile 466 in far western Boone

Co. Although it had been the landing point for
many excursions to Big BoneSprings (see Big Bone
Lick) for sometime, it was first incorporated as the
town of Landing by the Kentucky legislature on
February 28, 1835. The town's name was changed to
Hamilton in 1846 to honor Joel Hamilton, one of

mill, a school, and two doctors. Dr. John E. Steven

son of Covington operated the Valley Hotel, also
known as the Big Bone Hotel. The waters of Big
Bone Spring were advertised to have healing pow
ers, and people came from great distances to stay
in the hotel and gain access to the springwater.
Duringtheearly 20th century, Hamilton thrived
as a port for packet boats on the Ohio River. How

as postmaster. There was difficulty in finding an
acceptable name for this small village, a name not
already in use in the state. But finally Hanks be
came the approved name. The post office was
closed in 1906. In 1921 the general store burned
down and was not rebuilt.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky. Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
John B. Conrad
HANNAFORD, SAMUEL, AND SONS (Sam

uel Hannaford, b. April 10, 1835, Widdecome Par
ish, Devonshire, England; d. January 7, 1911, Cin
cinnati, Ohio; Harvey Eldridge Hannaford, b.
October 15, 1857, College Hill, Ohio; d. May 23,
1923, Cincinnati, Ohio; Charles E. Hannaford, b.

April 7, 1860, Cincinnati, Ohio; d. July 18, 1936,
Cincinnati, Ohio). In 1844 nine-year-old Samuel
Hannaford, founder of the prominent Cincinnati

ever, as a result of the decrease in river travel, the

based architectural firm Samuel Hannaford and

improvement of roads, and the burningofthe Ham
ilton High School in June 1953, Hamilton eventu
ally ceased to be a town.

Sons, immigrated to the United States from En
gland with his parents, Roger and Mary Northcott
Hannaford; the family eventually settled on a farm
in the small village of Cheviot in western Hamil

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Boone Co. Deed Book L,436.
“Recreations,” DC, June 6, 1882 4.

Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons
to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.
Laurie Wilcox

HAMMON, JOHN (b. January 29, 1760, Gooch
land Co., Va.; d. 1868, Owen Co.). John Hammon, a

soldier and an Indian fighter, was the son of James
and Mary Hargiss Hammon. While living in Wil
kes Co., N.C., at age 16, he became a Revolution
ary War soldier and fought at the Battle of Kings
Mountain (N.C.). Later, he participated in the siege
of Bryants Station in 1782 near Lexington, and he
accompanied Benjamin Logan on his forays into
Ohio Indian Territory. Hammon was living at
Mountain Island in what later became Owen Co.

by 1806, and in 1822 he and some of his sons were
building wooden superstructures in Cincinnati
for Ohio River steamboats. He retired to Owen Co.

Hammon, a Baptist, was married twice, and when
he died in 1868 at age 108, he had fathered 22 chil
dren. He was buried in the cemetery of the Mussel
Shoals Baptist Church in Owen Co. Hammon was

ton Co., Ohio, near Cincinnati. Samuel received

his early education in Cincinnati public schools,
attended Farmer's College, College Hill, Ohio, in
1853, and in the following year began a period of
study and collaborative employment as a drafts
man with the architect John R. Hamilton. By 1857,
the 22-year-old Hannaford had decided to form
his own architectural firm, though he also partici
pated in successful partnerships with two local ar
chitects: he practiced with Edwin Anderson from
1858 to 1870 and with Edwin Proctor from 1874 to
1876. Hannaford was married three times and had

11 children. By 1886 Hannaford's two eldest sons,
Harvey Eldridge and Charles Edward, had com
pleted their architectural training; they joined
their father's business, forming Samuel Hannaford
and Sons, a firm responsible for the design of struc
tures throughout Greater Cincinnati and North
ern Kentucky. After Samuel Hannaford's death in
1911 and burial at Spring Grove Cemetery in Cin
cinnati, successive generations operated the firm
under the family name until 1964.
Hannaford-designed structures covered abroad
range of styles that included, among others, Renais
sance Revival, Queen Anne, Victorian, Eclectic, Ro

manesque, and Beaux Arts. The company designed

HARDIN, THOMAS JEFFERSON, AND WILLIAM DAVID HARDIN

hospitals, factories, churches, schools, courthouses,
waterworks buildings, hotels, and family homes.
One of the most notable contributions of the Han

in 1914, Hannaford and Sons was selected to design
a more modern facility, which served the people of
Covington until 1979, when the hospital relocated
to Florence, Ky.; the structure, now known as
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York City, and studied with violinist Arrigo Serato.
In 1916 she was given a 300-year-old, $10,000
Amati violin that had previously been owned by
Ole Bull. The following year she toured the United

nafords to architecture in Campbell Co. is New
port's Beaux Arts-style Our Lady of Providence
Academy, formerly known as the Academy Notre

Governor's Point, houses 49 condominium units.

States with actress Sarah Bernhardt. Florence Har

Within Covington's Emery-Price Historic District,

deman married Frank Hardeman (no relation) of

Dame of Providence. The site at Sixth and Linden

the Hannafords designed the Queen Anne–style

Detroit, Mich., in December 1918, separated from

Sts. was purchased in 1902 by the Sisters of Di

Emery Row Building in the 800 block (810–828) of
Scott St. In 1906 construction was completed on
the Hannaford-designed Mother of God Church

divorce by 1921. As late as April 1938, she was play
ing at the Plaza Hotel in New York City.

School building. Nearly a decade later, the Coving

“Florence Hardeman to Study in Berlin," KP, June 8,

ton parish commissioned the Hannaford firm to
design a replacement for the arched pediment,

“FormerSousaSoloist Given Divorce Decree." KTS, July

vine Providence as the new home for their acad

emy and dedicated in 1903 by Bishop Camillus P.
Maes. The Diocese of Covington (see Roman
Catholics) sold the building in 1983. Subsequent
interior alterations converted the grand old build
ing into apartments and extended-stay suites, and
it has recently become a 40-unit upscale condomin
ium complex that bears the name of its celebrated
architect. Other Hannaford-designed structures
in Newport include the Salem United Method
ist Church and parsonage at 810 York St. and two
stately mansions constructed for members of local
beer baron George Wiedemann's family. The
George Wiedemann Jr. mansion, located at 401
Park Ave. in Newport's East Row Historic District,
was constructed in 1899 for the younger son of the
brewery founder. The second structure, an impos
ing Victorian edifice, was known as the Wiede

which had linked the Mother of God Catholic

him after eight months in 1919, and was granted a

1912, 2.
12, 1921, 25.

Church's two distinctive bell towers, because the

“Miss Hardeman to Play with $10,000 Violin, KP,
March 20, 1917, 3.
"Miss Hardeman to Tour with Sarah Bernhardt," KP,

Brilliante neighborhood, this stately dwelling
served as the longtime residence of George Wiede

original had been destroyed when a tornado struck
the area on July 7, 1915. Samuel Hannaford and
Sons was also responsible for the design of many
other Covington buildings, including the German
Mutual Fire Insurance Company, the Bell Tele
phone Company building, and the residence of
Rev. Adolph Rupprecht. In Mason Co., the firm de
signed the Hayswood Hospital in Maysville dur
ing the early 1920s.
In addition to designing, over the course of
about a century, some of Northern Kentucky's most
opulent structures, Samuel Hannaford and Sons
also served as a training ground for many localar
chitects and engineers, including Louis E. Dittoe
(see Dittoe and Wisenall), Lyman R. Walker,

mann's son Charles. Samuel Hannaford and Sons

and Louis Gustave Bouscaren.

mann Estate or Mansion. Located at 1102 Park
Ave. and constructed in 1895 on a tract in the Cote

also designed several other Campbell Co. struc
tures, including the St. Bernard Catholic
Church in Dayton and the Newman Samuel resi
dence and the Altamont Hotel, both in Fort

Thomas. In 1880 Hannaford designed a Classical
Revival structure for the Grant Co. clerk's office in
Williamstown at 107 N. Main St.

In Kenton Co., Hannaford and Sons designed
both incarnations of the Covington Protestant
Children's Home; the first structure, located at the
southwest corner of 14th St. and Madison Ave.,

Leonard, Lewis Alexander, ed. Greater Cincinnati

and Its People: A History. Vol. 4. New York: Lewis
Historical, 1927.

Schroeder, David E. "Community History
Covington." Kenton Co. Public Library, Genealogy
and Kentucky History. Kentonlibrary.com. www
.kentonlibrary (accessed June 4, 2006).
Tenkotte, Paul A. A Heritage of Art and Faith:
Downtown Covington Churches. Covington, Ky.
Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1986.

stroyed St. Joseph Catholic Church's spire in
Covington, Hannaford and Sons was chosen to de
sign a new tower surmounted by a cupola. A
Hannaford-designed cupola of 1898 replaced the
original dome of the Boone Co. Courthouse in
Burlington.
In the 1920s Covington demolished the former
Amos Shinkle Mansion at 323 E. Second St. It

son Hardin, b. October 19, 1834, Owen Co., Ky., d.
July 11, 1906, Monterey, Ky.; William David Har
din, b. November 6, 1842, Owen Co., Ky; d. 1909,
Monterey, Ky.) Brothers Thomas Jefferson Hardin, a
lawyer, and William David Hardin, a merchant, were
both active in the early life of the city of Monterey in
Owen Co. Their parents were Thomas Hardin and
Rachel Allen. The brothers grew up in Owen Co.
Landing" during the heyday of Kentucky River
boat traffic and during the Civil War. Their ances
tors, the Ashbys and the Hardins, were owners of
the Hardin Plantation long before Owen Co. was
formed in 1819.

Thomas Hardin Jr. assisted in establishing the
city government of Monterey, which was formerly
known as Williamsburg, Ky. He was engaged in the
mercantile business there from 1859 to 1876, was a

Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Janice Mueller

became a charter member of Monterey Baptist

HARDEMAN, FLORENCE (b. October 1886,

tian Church with his wife and daughter. Thomas
was a leading force in getting the town of Monterey
enlarged by Kentucky statute in 1874 and again in
1881. Heisgiven creditfororganizing the Monterey
city government and for writing the acts that es
tablished it, which were presented on the first Mon
day of August 1874. In 1876 Thomas was admitted
to the bar at Owenton, where he served 34 years. In
1888 he became the first president of the First State
Bank of Monterey. He was twice nominated as the
Republican candidate for the U.S. Congress: in
1892 against W. C. P. Breckinridge and in 1898
against Evan E. Settle, and he was once a candi
date for lieutenant governor of Kentucky.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The

1864, he married Florence E. Seston. In 1867 he

larger facility, constructed in the Colonial Revival

Medical Center). After a tornado in 1915 de

HARDIN, THOMAS JEFFERSON, AND
WILLIAM DAVID HARDIN (Thomas Jeffer

police judge from 1874 to 1878, and studied to be
an attorney. At age 28 Thomas served with distinc
tion as captain of the 9th Kentucky Cavalry during
the Civil War, in the Union Army. On February 4,

Devou Park was later chosen as the location for a

style, that became known as the Children's Home
of Northern Kentucky in 1990. Hannaford's
firm was also selected by St. Benedict Catholic
Church, which had outgrown its original church
school combination, to design a church building.
Located on E. 17th St. in Covington, the new
church was dedicated in December 1908 by
Bishop Maes. The firm served as architects for
the St. Elizabeth Hospital at 21st and Eastern Aves.
in Covington, completed in 1914 (see St. Elizabeth

Jenny Plemen

on the Hardin Plantation, referred to as “Hardin's

Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

was begun in 1881 and housed 50 orphans; a site in

July 21, 1917, 1.

Church; later, however, he transferred to the Chris

Covington, Ky; d. after April 1938). Concert vio
linist Florence E. Hardeman was the daughter of
Capt. Thomas W. Hardeman, a Covington post
master, and was a 1902 graduate of La Salette
Academy in Covington. The family lived at 316
Garrard St. in Covington. Florence Hardeman
made her debut as a violin soloist with the Cincin

nati Symphony Orchestra while in her teens, and
she earned her graduate degree in music from the
Cincinnati College of Music. In 1909 John Philip
Sousa engaged her as a violin soloist for his orches
tra, and she toured the United States for several

years, performing at places like Cincinnati's Music
Hall and San Francisco's Civic Auditorium. After

William David Hardin in 1867 was a charter

touring with Sousa, Hardeman traveled to Berlin,
Germany, in 1912 to study under violinist Leopold

member of Monterey Baptist Church and served
for many years as church clerk. He married Minnie
Vories on November 22, 1893, and the couple had
five children. A lifetime merchant in Monterey, he

had served as the first home of the Booth Memo

Auer. She returned to the United States in 1914,

rial Hospital, established by the Salvation Army

before World War I erupted, relocated to New
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HARDING, DUNCAN

began in business in 1872 as a member of the firm
Hardin and Calvert. Later he bought Calvert's half
of the business and became sole owner. In 1885

William, along with J. M. Abraham and George
Lawrence, purchased the steamboat Falls City II,
which ran from Louisville to Valley View in Fay
ette Co. from 1898 to 1908. The Falls City II was
an asset to commerce shipped through the ware
houses of Monterey and other landing sites along
its way. The Kentucky River profoundly influenced
the growth of Monterey as a commercial center.
The three partners sold the steamboat in 1908. In
1907 the tobacco business was booming in the or
ganized burley district around Monterey. On Janu
ary 10, 1907, William Hardin and capitalist Lee
H. McGrawformed the Monterey Realty and Ware
house to handle and finance the Equity Tobacco
Company, which operated as late as 1925. In 1909
William was elected to the Monterey town council.
The Hardin family members are buried at the
Monterey Cemetery in Owen Co.

Nagle, Eric C., and Larry L. Ford. Monument In
scriptions of Robertson County, Kentucky. Day
ton, Ohio. Ford and Nagle, 1995.

Karl Lietzenmayer

sion chief at the Pentagon. He retired from the Air
Force in 1982 after 30 years of distinguished ser
vice. Colonel Hargraves has received numerous
military medals and commendations, including
the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal, an
Air Force Commendation Medal with two oak

HARGRAVES,

WILLIAM

FREDERICK

“BILLY” COLONEL (b. August 18, 1932, Cin
cinnati, Ohio). William Frederick Hargraves II, an
Air Force colonel who was raised in Covington, is
the son of William and Annie Leona Thomas Har

graves. Both of Hargraves's parents were educators
at Covington's Lincoln-Grant School. Hargraves
was the first African American from Covington to
become both a U.S. Air Force pilot and a Rhodes

leaf clusters, the Vietnam Service Medal with five
bronze stars, and the National Defense Service
Medal.

After Hargraves retired from the Air Force, he
became an assistant professor and assistant dean
of arts and sciences at Central State University,
Wilberforce, Ohio. In 1992 he was named to the

Black Hall of Fame in Covington. While at Central
State University, Hargraves received two awards

scholar candidate. He attended Lincoln-Grant

from the students: in 1997 the Teacher of the Year

grade school, graduated from William Grant High
School, and graduated with honors from Miami
University of Ohio with a BS in education. While
attending Miami University, he was a member of

Award and in 2001–2002 and 2002–2003 the Most

the Air Force ROTC and was commissioned a sec

“Center's Events Salute Black History," KP, February

Inspirational Teaching Award. Colonel Hargraves
resides in Oxford, Ohio, with his wife.

22, 1992, 11K.

Coleman, Winston J. Steamboats on the Kentucky
River. Lexington, Ky. Winburn Press, 1960.
Johnson, Leland R., and Charles E. Parrish. Kentucky
River Development: The Commonwealth's Wa

terway. Louisville, Ky., U.S. Army Corps of Engi
neers, 1999.

Murphy, Margaret A. History of the Monterey Bap

tist Church and Community. Frankfort, Ky. Rob
erts, 1976.

Margaret A. Murphy
HARDING, DUNCAN (b. January 12, 1812,
Kentontown, Ky.; d. September 5, 1887, Kenton
town, Ky). Duncan Harding, a Robertson Co.

judge and landowner, was born into a family who
had arrived in Kentucky before it attained state
hood in 1792. Their Virginia land grant of 1,000
acres was situated in the future Robertson Co.

Harding became one of the most powerful influ
ences in the formation of Robertson Co., along
with Osmer Sage Deming and James Ogdon. A

ond lieutenant upon graduation. He entered the
U.S. Air Force in 1955 after receiving his MA in
physics. Later that year, Hargraves entered the U.S.
Air Force pilot training program. In 1956 he earned
his silver wings while at Goodfellow Air Force Base,
San Angelo, Tex. While in Texas, Hargraves mar
ried Maurine Collins of San Angelo on July 5, 1957.
During his varied career in the Air Force, Har
graves served as commander of the 20th Military
Airlift Squadron, as an air liaison officer research
scientist at the Air Force's Weapons Research Cen
ter, as an instructor pilot with the 22nd Military
Airlift Command, and as an air liaison officer with

the 1st ARVN (Army of the Republic of Vietnam)
Division. He returned to Miami University to
serve as an assistant professor of aerospace science
with the Air Force ROTC program from 1971
through 1974. From 1978 into 1982, he was chief of
flight deck development in the Research and De
velopment section at Wright Patterson Air Force
Base, Dayton, Ohio; he then became deputy divi

Democrat, Harding had served two terms as a state
representative from Harrison Co., of which his
hometown, Kentontown, was then a part. He also
served as postmaster at Kentontown and ran a dry
goods store there during the 1840s. His party affili
ation served him well in his push to establish a new
county, and he hoped that his hometown would
become the new county's seat of government. He

Oxford Press, November 11, 1971, 3.

"Military Notes,” KTS, August 15, 1956,6A.
“Praise God. Viet Hero Returns," KP, February 17,
1971, 2K.

“Silver Wings,” KTS, August 22, 1956,6A.
"Tests of Character," Dayton Daily News, June 8,
1997, E1.
Theodore H. H. Harris

HARMEYER PAINT COMPANY. One of the

many Europeans who came to the United States
for business opportunities in the 1850s was John
James Joseph Harmeyer (b. 1820) of Hanover, Ger
many. He and his wife, Mary, settled in Covington,
where their son Henry H. Harmeyer (1860–1911)
was born. Henry married a woman named Cathe
rine, and their first son, Frederick Joseph “Fred"
Harmeyer was born in 1893. The family resided at
402 W. Eighth St. in Covington while Henry com

muted to Newport. In 1896 Henry Harmeyer pur
chased a double storefront at 617–619 Monmouth

St. in Newport. The Newport City Directory for
that year says that he was a clerk. He operated a
modest paint and wallpaper store at that location.
Additional children were born to the Harmeyers,
and eventually they purchased the former Barney
Kroger home at 624 Monroe St. in Newport. That
old brownstone remains standing.
On December 29, 1911, Henry died of con
sumption at age 51, leaving the Harmeyer Paint
Company to Fred, his eldest son. Fred was 17 when

owned considerable land in and around Kenton

town and stood to gain financially if the town be
came the county seat. It did not, however. The more
centrally located Mount Olivet became the seat of
the newly formed county by a small majority vote.
Nevertheless, Harding became the new county's
first judge in 1867 and was among the first attor
neys to be accepted to practice law in Robertson
Co. Harding also donated the land on which the
old Kentontown Christian Church and cemetery

he took control of the business and the family of
nine children. During World War I, he served
with the American Expeditionary Force in France,
and John Hoover, Harmeyer's good friend, oper
ated the business until Fred Harmeyer returned.
As time passed, the Newport store became too

small for the manufacture of paint. Searching for

were established; he died in 1887 and was buried in

the Kentontown Cemetery, next to his wife, Eliza
beth Whitehead Harding.
Gifford, Anjanette. "The Formation of Robertson
County." NKH 8, no. 2 (Spring-Summer 2001):
65–72.

"Major William Hargraves Earns Air Force Honors,"

William Hargraves, 1967.

ways to expand the business, Harmeyer met and
became a lifelong friend of Ferdinand Derrick.
Derrick was in a partnership with Fred Perry at the
Perry and Derrick Paint Company. In 1913 Perry
and Derrick invested $1,200 each to acquire the
John Pfaff Varnish Company at Central and Liv

HARRIS CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

ingston in Cincinnati. In 1919 Derrick bought
out Perry and joined with Fred Harmeyer of the
Henry Harmeyer Paint Company. In 1926 they
moved the manufacturing operations to Lindsey
St., next to the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad
in Dayton, Ky. They made paint at this location un
til September 2, 1957, when the factory suffered the
worst fire in Dayton's history.
After this setback, the Perry and Derrick Paint
Company moved across the river to Norwood,
Ohio, into the former Continental Can Company
complex on Highland Ave. A decision to stream
line the business in the early 1960s resulted in the
corporate absorption of the Harmeyer firm into
Perry and Derrick. At its zenith in the 1950s and
1960s, there were 16 Henry Harmeyer paintstores;
among them were two stores in Covington and
one each in Newport, Lexington, and Winchester,
Ky; Cincinnati, Dayton, and Springfield, Ohio;
and Huntington, W.Va. There were many Perry
and Derrick-affiliated outlets regionally across four
states(Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana,and West Virginia).
In various annual contracts, roadways in both
Ohio and Kentucky were painted with Perry and
Derrick products. The original Monmouth St.
store, the beginning of it all, sold its last can of
paint on November 30, 1999. The Harmeyer Paint
Company was one of the largest chains of corpo
rate enterprise to emerge from the Northern Ken
tucky region. A Harmeyer Paint Store exists in
Newport at 502 E. 10th St., operated by a great
grandson of the founder.

Harriet Beecher Stowe Museum, Washington, Ky.
Safe Passage. www.safepassageohio.org (accessed June
10, 2006).

Vaughn, Melinda Myers. "A Stop on Freedom Road."
KP September 17, 1997, IKK.
Washingtonkentucky.com. "Washington, Ky." http://
washingtonkentucky.com (accessed June 10, 2006).

"Eight Dayton Homes Damaged as Fire Destroys
Warehouse." KTS, September 3, 1957, 1–2A.
Glover, Robert Alan. "Changing Colors–Paint Store
Moves Back to Roots in Newport." CP May 28,
2002, 6G.

"Mrs. Harmeyer Dead." KTS, August 28, 1915.3.
Fred C. Harmeyer
HARRIET BEECHER STOWE SLAVERY
TO FREEDOM MUSEUM. This brick mu

seum townhouse in Washington, Mason Co.,
dates from 1807. In 1833 it was owned by Mar
shall Key, a nephew of Chief Justice John Mar
shall and a brother of Col. Thomas Marshall, who

served as a staff officer under Gen. George Wash
ington. That year, Key's daughter became a pupil
of Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811–1896), author of
Uncle Tom's Cabin (1852). After a visit to the house,

Stowereceived the inspiration for the book's char.
acters Uncle Tom and Topsy. The real-life name of
the person who inspired Topsy was Jane, and she
later married Isham Anderson. Behind the mu
seum is a small brick structure, known as the In

Ohio River at nearby Maysville. Included in this
museum are the original mantels; woodworking,
floor; doors; slavery artifacts, including slave leg
irons; period furnishings; and Civil War artifacts.
The museum is included on Underground Rail

operated for some 41 years, disbanding in July
1884. The Butler Union Baptist Church was orga
nized in November 1884 and was a continuation of

the Harris Creek Baptist Church.
The Harris Creek Baptist Church began and
held services in an old hewed-log schoolhouse that

Kareem A. Simpson

stood along Harris Creek. J. C. Kirby owns that

HARRISBURGH ACADEMY/OWEN COL
LEGE. These Owen Co. schools were the creations

farm today. The school building, dating from 1812
or 1815, was 20 by 30 feet in size, with a largestone
fireplace at one end. The Harris Creek Baptist

of Edwin Porter Thompson, famed Kentucky

Church minutes dated October 21, 1843, list the

Civil War author and educator, at the end of the

persons who formed the new church: colored Jane,
|aily Ducker, Sarah Stewart, Elizabeth Wright,
Martha Wright, Matthew Wright, and William
Wright. The preacher on that occasion was Brother
Morin. The membership of the church consisted of

1860s. First came the coeducational Harrisburgh
Academy (spelled with an h on the end), located at
Long Ridge (or Harrisburg), just north of Owenton
along the road that is U.S. 127 today. The school
was established in 1869. Thompson hired such an
esteemed faculty that students came from Owen
Co. and elsewhere. The Harrisburgh Academy stu
dents made their own boarding arrangements in
the neighborhood.
In 1876 the Kentucky legislature chartered
Owen College; it essentially amounted to a name
change for the Harrisburgh Academy. Owen Col.
lege had three departments: preparatory, colle
giate, and business. Military drill was required of
male students. Owen College flourished until the
late 1880s. Its last remaining buildings were de

the families of some of the pioneers of that section
of Pendleton Co. Many services were held during
its 41 years of existence, and for a rural church, it
had a large membership.
Soon after organization, the church joined the
Union Baptist Association, and it remained an
affiliate until disbanding. The congregation wor
shipped in the old logschoolhouse until 1858 or so:
a new schoolhouse was built then, near the center

County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky:Standard,

of the county's school district. The new school was
located near Boston Station on the Lloyd Kirby
farm, a part of the old Ducker farm. The Harris
Creek Baptist Church and a group of Methodists
shared the new school building on Sundays, hold
ing services on alternating weeks. Some of the

1976.

names on these church rolls were Barton, Beckett,

molished in the late 1920s.

dian Fort, which was used by settlers to ward off
American Indians who sometimes crossed the
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Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen

HARRIS CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH. The

Harris Creek Baptist Church at Boston Station in
northern Pendleton Co. was organized on October

road tours.

21, 1843. The minutes of the church survive and

Admiraal, Karin. "Festival Great Way to Learn His
tory," KP September 17, 2005,6K.

contain valuable information about the history of
the church and of the immediate area. This church

Bonar, Bradford, Burlew, Byland, Ducker, Ellis,
Hendricks, Kirby, Marshall, Mullins, Shoemaker,
Williams, and Wright.
In 1884 the Baptists disbanded at Boston and
18 members transferred to the Baptist church at
Butler. The Boston school building was left to the
Methodists, who continued to use it as a place for

434

HARRISON, HENRY THOMAS “HARRY”

itinerant Methodist ministers to preach. The Meth
odistministerson thisareaspreaching circuitserved
at least three churches and held meetings at Boston
on one or two Sundayseach month.The little church
at Boston was often filled to an overflow capacity of
some 40 to 50 worshippers.

family remained in Virginia, nevertobeseen again
by Harrison, whosewhereaboutsfrom 1867through
1892 are unknown. His life seemed to be one of

espionage and deception. In 1900 Harrison made
an unsuccessful attempt to visit Laura and the
family.
From 1893 into 1912, Harrison lived in Cincin

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County, Falmouth, Ky: M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.
1994].
Mildred Belew

HARRISON, HENRY THOMAS “HARRY”

(b. April 23, 1831, near Nashville, Tenn.; d. Octo
ber 28, 1923, Covington, Ky.) This Civil War spy
is depicted in Ted Turner's epic movie classic Get
tysburg (1993), an adaptation of Michael Shaara's
The Killer Angels (1974), which opens with alone
man on horseback riding across the rollinghills of
southeastern Pennsylvania. Moving behind the
Union Army's lines, the rider is working his way
back to Confederate general James Longstreetsen
campment. Recently, that character has come alive
in Northern Kentucky's history. Confederate spy
and later Northern Kentucky resident Henry T.
Harrison was that rider, and the information deliv

ered by Harrison to Longstreet made the Battle of
Gettysburg not an easy rout of the Southern troops
but three of the bloodiest days of fighting during
the Civil War.

Harrison first served with Company One of
the 12th Mississippi Infantry. By early 1863 he was
a plainclothes scout (spy) in the North for Long
street. Harrison's reporton June 28, 1863, led Long
street to send the messenger spy to General Robert
E. Lee. Subsequently, Lee ordered his dispersed
troops to converge on Gettysburg, precluding any
quick and easy Union victory there.
After Gettysburg, Harrison marrieda Virginia
lady, Laura Broders, in Washington, D.C., on Sep
tember 28, 1863, while continuinghis workasa spy
for the South. He quickly proved not to be much of
a family man, although the couple had two chil
dren. By 1866 Harrison was in Helena, Mont,
prospecting for gold, drinking, and gambling. His

nati, at first, reportedly, working as an engineer
and later as a detective, from 1901 through 1911. In
1912 he applied for and received a Confederate
pension from the State of Kentucky, listinghis resi
dence as 35 E. Fourth St. in Covington. Later he
lived at 307 Scott St. and, for a time, was a resident

of the Kenton Co. Infirmary. At age 87, on Febru
ary 9, 1920, he married a second time to Lucretia
Allison in Covington; she was 61 and caring for
him in his old age.
In 1923 Henry T. Harrison died of astroke and
was buried at Highland Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.
Lucretia Harrison continued to receivehispension
until her death in 1936. Harrison's grave remained

between ethnomusicologists and those who ac
tively study and play traditional "old time" folk
music. By this tradition, music is taught aurally,
without notation or conductor. The resulting indi
viduality in versions rendered by players in differ
ent regions is one of the main features of Harrod's
recordings, in "lessons" from players, and in his own
experience in playing the fiddle. Harrod has played
with bands such as the Progress Red Hot String
Band, the Bill Livers String Ensemble, the Grey
Eagle Band, and the Kentucky Wild Horse Band.
Most recently, he presented a paper titled "A
Keen Cut with the Bow: The Art of Kentucky Fid
dling in Berea, Ky" at Berea College's Thirty-first
Celebration of Traditional Music in October 2005.

He received the Folk Heritage Award on February
18, 2005, in Frankfort. From 1998 to 2006, Harrod

taught history at the Frankfort High School. Today
helives with his wife, the former Tona Barkley, and
their two children in Owen Co. and is working on

unmarked and his death unknown to his first

various projects.

family until a great-grandson, with the help of lo
cal historians in Northern Kentucky, found him.
On May 18, 2003, a formal dedication of his newly
marked grave honored the forgotten Civil War
spy whose actions changed the course of one of
the war's major battles. Although the North un
der General George Meade claimed victory, Get
tysburg is often called "the high water mark of the
Confederacy."

Harrod, John. Personal communication, October

"Apoplexy Kills Vet," KP, October 29, 1923, 1.

Becker, Bernie. "Civil War Spy Discovered in Coving.
ton." NKH 10, no.2(Spring-Summer 2003):44–47.
"A Man Called Harrison." America's Civil
War, November 2004, 46–52.

Grayson, Frank Y. "Historic Spots in Greater Cincin
nati," CTS, June 15, 1933, 11.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 26.219, for the year

2006.

Harrod, John, and Mark Wilson, producers. Tradi
tional Fiddle Music of Kentucky. Vol. 2, Along

the Kentucky River, liner text, unsigned. Cam
bridge, Mass: Rounder Records0377, 1997.

Wolfe, Charles K. Kentucky Country: Folk and
Country Music of Kentucky. Lexington: Univ.
Press of Kentucky, 1982.
Rebecca Schaffer Wells
HARSHA, WILLIAM H., BRIDGE. See

William H. Harsha Bridge.
HARWARD PIANO COMPANY. In 1859 the

John Church Company of Chicago and New York
City began selling pianos and sheet musicin a store

1923.

located at Fourth and Elm Sts. in Cincinnati. Frank

Longstreet, James. From Manassas to Appomattox.
Philadelphia. I. B. Lippincott, 1895.
"Newport, Dayton, and Covington Residents Are
Given Pensions." KTS, September 20, 1913, 3.
Shaara, Michael. The Killer Angels. New York Mc
Kay, 1974.
Sharon Jobert

HARROD, JOHN (b. February 8, 1946. Shelby.
ville, Ky.) John Harrod is one of the chief contem
porary performers and scholars of Kentucky-style
fiddle playing. He istheson of Rufus C. and Nancy

Van Arsdale Harrod. After graduating from the
Shelbyville (Ky.) High School in 1963, he receiveda
BA in English and political science from Centre
College in Danville, Ky., in 1967. He went to Pem
brooke College of Oxford University in England as
a Rhodes Scholar and earned an MA in English
language and literature.
With Mark Wilson, Harrod produced the re
cording Traditional Fiddle Music of Kentucky
(1997) for Rounder Records in two compact discs:
one volume covers the northeastern portion of the
state near the Ohio River, and the other covers a

Henry T. Harrison.

Ohio River. The liner text makes the distinction

region that can be defined as the Kentucky River
watershed from the eastern edge of the Cumber
land Plateau through the Bluegrass region to the

A. Lee began working for the company in 1883.
The following year, the company opened the Har.
vard Piano Company factory at Fifth and ClaySts.
in Dayton, Ky. In 1894 Lee became president of the
piano company, which manufactured upright,
grand, and player pianos, described as being dis
tinctively styled, well constructed, and among the
most popular and salable pianos on the market.
The business was so successful that its plant was
soon expanded to cover the entire city block on the
east side of Clay St. between Fourth and Fifth Sts.
The Harvard Piano Company also opened a small
branch factory in the former First Baptist Church
building, nearby at Fifth and Main Sts in Dayton.
During the economic recession of 1907–1908, sales
declined significantly and the company suspended
operations for several months. However, when mar
ket conditions improved, it resumed full produc
tion. At the height of its success, the firm had about
400 employees. During World War I, the com
pany also manufactured airplane bodies for the
U.S. Army. The Harvard Piano Company and the
Wadsworth Watch Case Company, also on
Clay St., were Dayton's largest employers. In later
years, Frank A. Lee left the company and moved
to Santa Barbara, Calif. Based on piano serial

HAWES, HARRY BARTOW

production numbers, the Harvard Piano Company
manufactured about 30,000 pianos from 1885

installed in the Covington Trinity Episcopal
Church in memory of their father.

until the business was discontinued in 1925. For

“Coal Man Succumbs in East,” CE, July 21, 1938, 2.

many years after it closed, there was a bowlingalley
in the piano company's former building.
"Newport Shop to Build AirShips, Report, KP August
18, 1917, 1.

"Eight Northern Kentuckians in 1928 Edition of
Who's Who." KP, April 4, 1928, 1.
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ber 16, 1919, 1.
“Patriots Will Dine,” KP, October 10, 1919, 1.

“Piano Plant to Resume Operations,” KP, February 4,
1908, 5.

Piano World. "Piano Forums." www.pianoworld.com
(accessed December 21, 2005).

Renfrow Piano Tuning Home Page. “Cincinnati
Piano History." www.pianocincinnati.com (ac
cessed December 21, 2005).

“What Becomes of the Old Churches?" KP, August 27,
1913, 4.

HATFIELD, J.T. (b. February 25, 1865, Lincoln,
Ill; d. July 19, 1938, Cape May, Mass). James To
bias Hatfield, a coal merchant and a philanthro
pist, was the son of Henry C. and Amelia Hatfield,
who moved with their family to Covington when
James was a teenager. In 1882 James opened a small
coal yard there on 15th St. and from that location
delivered kindling wood and coal to homes in his
neighborhood, using a small wagon he pulled by
hand. As his business grew, he purchased a mule
and a cart for making deliveries. Five years later he
purchased the Bond Brothers Coal Company and
renamed it the J. T. Hatfield Coal Company. Con
tinued business growth led him to branch out
into other aspects of the coal business in subse
quent years. He operated a coal mine near Reed,
W.Va., and bought steamboats and barges to trans
port the coal to Cincinnati. As he became more
successful, he was asked to become a director of

many local companies. He was also named presi
dent of the Atlas Coal Company, the Great Ka
nawha Improvement Association, and, in Kentucky,
the Pomeroy Dock in Carrollton. About 1920 the
Hatfield Coal Company merged with six other
coal companies, and Hatfield was made vice
president of the newly formed Hatfield-Reliance
Coal Company. When the company's president,

Steamboats.org. "Sternwheeler Towboat J. T. Hat
field." www.steamboats.org.
Jack Wessling
HATHAWAY, HENRY, JR. (b. March 14, 1804,

Belfast, Maine; d. July 28, 1877, Eaton, Ohio). Henry
Hathaway Jr., a humanitarian and a reputed aboli
tionist, was the son of Henry and Abigail Chase
Hathaway. His father, born in Massachusetts, be
came an early and prosperous settler of Cincinnati
and left an estate of $2 million when he died in

1852. Henry Jr. married Jane Hubbell, a native of
Clark Co., Ohio, in March 1827. For a short time,

he operated a store and pork-packing facility in
West Alexandria in Preble Co., Ohio, where his
son Hannibal Chase was born in 1831. That busi

ness failed, and by the late 1830s, Henry Jr. and his
family moved to Texas and remained there about
five years; their daughter Eliza Jane was born in
Texas in 1838. By 1843 Henry Jr. had moved back
to Cincinnati, and resided on W. 5th St. in Hatha

way's Subdivision in Cincinnati's West End; by
1849 he operated a store on that street. In the same
year, he purchased slightly more than six acres of
land at 1210 Highway Ave., in what is now West
Covington, for $14,250. This was a high price for
the times and generally confirms the belief that the
property already contained a stately home. Situ
ated on a hill overlooking the Ohio River, Hatha
way Hall, as it came to be known, featured a spec
tacular view of the river valley and of the West
End of Cincinnati. According to oral tradition,
Hathaway used his home as a stop along the Un
derground Railroad. He presumably con
cealed slaves in a small cellar room, which was en

president.
Hatfield became involved in many philan
thropic causes and often gave free coal to poor

from the house to the river.

families. He was a member of several clubs, includ

client and friend of Salmon P. Chase, a noted aboli

ing the Covington Industrial Club, the Fort
Mitchell Country Club, and, in Ohio, the Queen
City Club and the Cincinnati Club. He was the
founder of the Covington Boy Scouts and served
as the first council president of that organization.
In 1891 Hatfield married Ellen Daisy Methven,
and they had eight children. After suffering astroke
in 1933, Hatfield reduced his workload by resign
ing from many of the positions he held. He died at
age 73 at his summer home on Cape May, Mass.
Over the years, he and his family lived at several

tionist lawyer of Cincinnati and later a member of

His wife, Ellen, five daughters, and three sons sur
vived him. He was buried at Highland Cemetery,
Fort Mitchell. In 1977 Hatfield's daughters, Louise
and Virginia, had a large stained-glass window

Christ on the west side of Freeman Ave. in Cincin

nati's poor West End neighborhood. The church
was within walking distance of Hathaway's home
in West Covington, via the Fifth St. Ferry. That
ferryboat crossed the Ohio River near Hathaway
Hall into Cincinnati's West End, terminating close
toyetanother"Hathaway's subdivision" with astreet
named Hannibal (presumably after Henry's son).
In September 1855, Henry and his wife con
veyed Hathaway Hall and its six-plus acres to their
son Hannibal Chase; however, they continued to
reside there for many years. In 1871 Jane Hathaway
died at the home, and four years later, in 1875,
Hathaway Hall and its acreage were advertised for
rent. Henry Hathaway died in 1877 at his residence
in Eaton in Preble Co., Ohio. An obituary in the
Christian Standard stated that “for the last thirty
years and more he devoted his time to the preach
ing of the word among the poor.” He was buried in
the Wesleyan Cemetery in the Cumminsville
neighborhood of Cincinnati.
Hathaway Hall in West Covington was sold in
1952 to Joe Spratt, a local manual arts teacher at
Ludlow High School, who attempted to restore
the house to its original beauty. He found the task
overwhelming and eventually sold the property to
Arnold Ingram, a real estate developer. Ingram
had the house torn down in 1969 and, in its place,
built a high-rise senior citizens apartment build
ing, which he named Hathaway Court.
Deed Book 14, pp. 196–97, Kenton Co. Courthouse,
Independence, Ky.

“Hathaway Hall Coming Down," KP, March 12,
1969, 6K.

History of Preble County, Ohio, with Illustrations
and Biographical Sketches. Cleveland, Ohio. H.Z.
Williams and Bro., 1881.

Kenton Co. Public Library. “Hathaway Senior Citi
zens Apartments." www.kenton.lib.ky.us/genealogy/
history/covington/article.cfm?ID=218.

Niven, John, ed. The Salmon P. Chase Papers. Vol. 1,
and was connected to a service tunnel that onceled

home was at 400 Wallace Ave. in Wallace Woods.

originally belonged to the Enon Baptist Church on
Sycamore St. in Cincinnati, which later became a
Disciples of Christ congregation. By 1859, he was
an elder of a mission church of the Disciples of

tered through a trap door from one of the parlors

Julius Fleischmann, died in 1925, Hatfield became

Covington locations. At the time of his death, his
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Journals, 1829–1872. Kent, Ohio: Kent State Univ.
Press, 1993.

The probability of Hathaway's abolitionism is
strengthened by a number of facts. First, he was a

President

Abraham

Lincoln's

administration

Salmon P. Chase Papers, Library of Congress, Wash
ington, D.C.
Siebert, Wilbur Henry. The Mysteries of Ohio's Un
derground Railroads. Columbus, Ohio; Long's
College Book Company, 1951.
“This Old House,” CE, November 12, 1961, 4F.

(whether Hathaway's mother, Abigail Chase, was
related to Salmon P. Chase is unknown at this

Versailles, Elizabeth Starr, ed. Hathaways of Amer
ica. Northampton, Mass.: Gazette, 1970.

time). Second, Hathaway's family, as evidenced in
legal documents such as wills, were trusted friends

“West Covington,” Ludlow Reporter, April 17, 1875,2.

of noted Cincinnati abolitionists Samuel Lewis

Paul A. Tenkotte and Jack Wessling

and Nicholas Longworth. Third, Hathaway had fa
milial and property ties to Preble Co., Ohio, a hot

HAWES, HARRY BARTOW (b. November 15,

bed of the abolitionist movement. Fourth, other

family members owned land in areas well known
for their abolitionist activity. For instance, his son
Hannibal Chase owned 72 acres in Crosby Town
ship of Hamilton Co., west of Cincinnati and along
the Underground Railroad routes into Indiana.
Finally, Hathaway demonstrated a lifelong com
mitment to the poor and disenfranchised. He

1869, Covington, Ky.; d. July 31, 1947, Washington,
D.C.). Harry B. Hawes, a U.S. senator, was the son
of Smith Nicholas Hawes and nephew of Con
federate brigadiergeneral James Morrison Hawes.
Harry Hawes's mother was the former Susan Eliza
beth Simrall, daughter of well-known Covington
attorney Charles Simrall. Harry Hawes moved
to St. Louis, Mo., in 1887. He graduated from
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HAWES, JAMES MORRISON, BRIGADIER GENERAL

Washington University Law School in St. Louis
and was admitted to the Missouri bar in 1896. He

entered politics in 1916 and was elected to the Mis
souri House of Representatives. During World
War I, Hawes served with U.S. Army intelligence
and later at the U.S. Embassy in Madrid, Spain.
Elected as a Democrat to the U.S. House of Repre
sentatives in 1921, he served until 1926, when he

resigned his House seat to fill a vacancy in the U.S.
Senate created by the death of Selden P. Spencer.
On the same day, he was also elected to a full Sen
ate term commencing March 4, 1927. After resign
ing the Senate in 1933, he devoted his time to wild
life conservation and the practice of law until his
death at age 77. His body was cremated and his
ashes were scattered along the Current River in
Missouri. He was one of several individuals born

in Northern Kentucky who rose to high positions
in the nation's political circles; Hawes once was
considered for the vice presidency.
Biographical Directory of the United States Con
gress, 1774–1989. Washington, D.C.: Government
Printing Office, 1985.
“Harry Hawes, Former Covington Resident, May Be

Nominated for Vice President," KP, February 21,
1928, 1.

The Political Graveyard. “Hawes, Harry Bartow." www

politicalgraveyard.com (accessed April 3, 2007).
Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs. Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890." PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

HAWES, JAMES MORRISON, BRIGADIER

GENERAL (b. January 7, 1824, Lexington, Ky; d.
November 22, 1889, Covington, Ky). James Mor
rison Hawes, a Confederate brigadier general, was
one of six children born to Richard and Hattie

Morrison Nicholas Hawes. His father was a promi
nent attorney who served three terms in the Ken
tucky legislature and two terms in the U.S. House of
Representatives and was also provincial Confeder
ate governor of Kentucky during the Civil War.
James Morrison Hawes grew up in Paris, Ky.,

erate Army as a captain. In less than a year, largely
on the sponsorship of Gen. Albert Sidney Johns
ton, Hawes received several promotions and was
made a brigadier general on March 5, 1862. He
later saw service in Arkansas, Texas, and Louisiana

and was severely wounded at the Battle of Shiloh.
At the end of the war, Hawes and his family
moved back to Northern Kentucky and lived at 71
E. 15th St. in Covington. James's brother Smith
Nicholas Hawes also lived in Covington. Shortly
after returning, James Hawes entered into a part
nership with Herman Wente to operate the Hawes
and Wente Hardware store in Covington at 3
Pike St. Hawes and his family found life quite dif.
ficult in Covington, mostly owing to discrimina
tion against anyone who had served in the military
for the South. Some former Union sympathizers
hated Hawes so intensely that they set fire to his
store three times.

Hawes spent much of the latter part of his life
decorating and maintaining the graves of Confed
erate soldiers buried in Linden Grove Cemetery.
He was reported to have personally paid to have
seven soldiers' graves moved from a cemetery on
the Dixie Highway (U.S. 25) to Linden Grove
Cemetery. Hawes died in his Covington home at
age 65 and was buried in Highland Cemetery, Fort
Mitchell. A local well-known descendant of James
was Cincinnati Post radio and television writer

Mary Wood, and he was an uncle of U.S. senator
Harry Bartow Hawes of Missouri.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Reis, Jim. "Confederate General Called Covington
Home,” KP, April 29, 2002,4K.
“Fame Came to Both Hawes Brothers," KP,

May 11, 1987,4K.
TSHA Online. “Hawes, James Morrison." www.tsha
.utexas.edu (accessed October 30, 2006).

Hawes, a political boss of Kenton Co. and a corrupt
politician, was one of the six children of Richard
Hawes was a Bourbon Co. judge, who also served
three terms in the Kentucky legislature and two
terms in the U.S. House of Representatives and was
the second and last provincial Confederate gover
nor of Kentucky. One of Smith Hawes's brothers
was Confederate brigadier general James Morri

to first lieutenant. In 1848 he returned to West

son Hawes. Smith Hawes married Susan Eliza

the United States in 1852 and was stationed in

Texas, where he served in the Utah military expe
dition of 1857–1858.

On February 3, 1857, he married Marie Jane
Southgate, the great-great-granddaughter of Rich
ard Southgate and the great-granddaughter of
William Wright Southgate, a well-known Cov
ington attorney and politician. James and Maria
Hawes became the parents of 10 children.
At the outbreak of the Civil War, Hawes re

signed from the U.S. Army and joined the Confed

Hallam, and Smith's brother-in-law Charles Sim
rall, traveled to Canada to advise and defend the

suspect in an extradition hearing. Hawes was re
turned to Covington on February 27, 1877. His
trial was held in June 1877, but due to technicalities

regarding his extradition, Hawes was discharged
and returned to Canada. In 1880 his fellow Demo

crat Kentucky governor Luke Blackburn (1879–
1883), an ex-Confederate, granted him a pardon.
Hawes and his family returned to the United States,
but they settled in St. Louis, Mo., not Covington.
Hawes died in St. Louis at age 47, and his body was
returned to Northern Kentucky for burial in Cov
ington at Linden Grove Cemetery. Longtime Cin
cinnati Post newspaper columnist Mary Wood
was a descendant of the Hawes family.
Linden Grove Cemetery Burial Records, Covington,
Ky.
“Mrs. Hawes Dead,” KP, September 10, 1900, 5.
Reis, Jim. “Fame Came to Both Hawes Brothers,” KP,

May 11, 1987,4K.

Tenkotte, Paul A. “Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890," PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

HAYES STATION. Hayes Station, a mid
nineteenth-century station in northern Pendleton
Co. along the Covington and Lexington Rail
road, was originally called Livingood (it was also
called Levingood, after an early settler). In 1866 a
post office opened there. In 1906, when the post
office was moved a half mile north, it was renamed

Hayes Station, for Timothy Hayes, a millionaire
HAWES, SMITH NICHOLAS (b. ca. 1843,
Paris, Ky.; d. April 9, 1890, St. Louis, Mo.). Smith

where in 1841 he received an appointment to the
U.S. Military Academy at West Point, N.Y. Four
years later, he graduated 29th in his class and was
commissioned a second lieutenant. After leaving
school, he fought in the Mexican War, taking part
in the sieges of Vera Cruz and San Juan de los Lla
nos. He was cited for bravery and gallantry at San
Juan de los Llanos and was rewarded by promotion
Point to teach infantry tactics and mathematics.
Two years later he was sent to Saumur, France, to
study advanced military tactics. He returned to

nounced that thousands of dollars were missing
from the city's treasury. Several investigating com
mittees discovered an appalling level of corruption
in that city's government. In January 1877, Cov
ington city marshal P. J. Bolan arrested Hawes in
London, Ontario, Canada. Three prominent Cov
ington attorneys, John G. Carlisle, Theodore

and Hattie Morrison Nicholas Hawes. Richard

beth Simrall in November 1868, and the couple
had two children, Harry Bartow Hawes and
Richard Simrall Hawes. The family's home was on
Russell St. between 10th and 11th Sts. in Coving.
ton. Their son Harry Bartow Hawes became a law
yer and then served in the Missouri House of Rep
resentatives for four years and in the U.S. Senate
for a term of four years.
As the political boss of the Democratic party in
Kenton Co., Smith Hawes controlled local patron
age and at one time himself simultaneously held
five political offices in the county. In 1876, at the
pinnacle of his success, Hawes vanished. After ex
amining their books, Covington city officials an

Cincinnati distiller and the inventor of an im

proved distiller's yeast. Hayes bought bottomland
between the Covington and Lexington Railroad
and the South Licking River and built the largest
distillery in Pendleton Co.'s history.
Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.
1994].

Eighth Annual Report to the Stockholders of the
Covington and Lexington Rail Road. November
2, 1857. Cincinnati: Daily Commercial Steam Job
Press, 1858.

Rennick, Robert M. The Post Offices of Northern
Kentucky. Lake Grove, Ore. Depot, 2004.
Mildred Belew

HAYSWOOD HOSPITAL. In 1907 Maysville
resident Mary V. Wilson bought the W. Fourth St.,
Maysville, property of the former Hayswood Sem
inary, a private school for girls, and gave it to the
city for use as a hospital. As long as Wilson lived
there, it was called the Wilson Hospital, but in 1908,
after she moved, it became the Hayswood Hospi
tal. A new Samuel Hannaford-designed hospital
building was constructed in 1925. Its market area
included parts of southern Ohio, particularly after

HEARNE, JONATHAN

the Simon Kenton Memorial Bridge at
Maysville opened in late 1931. Many babies were
born in the hospital over the years, and it earned
care awards presented by national accreditation
groups. After Pearl Harbor the U.S. Navy used part
of the hospital for the rehabilitation of mentally
harmed survivors of that attack.

The changing world of modern health care
caught up with many small city hospitals, and
Hayswood was no exception. For reasons of mere
survival, it relinquished its nonprofit status in
1981, as it was sold to the Nashville-based Hospital
Corporation of America (HCA). The time had
come for a new facility, which the well-capitalized
new owner could provide. In the early 1980s, an
earthquake centered near Maysville damaged the
hospital structurally. Around the same time, its
name was changed to the Maysville Hospital, and
in 1983 HCA moved the business to a new facility
along the AA Highway (Ky. Rt. 9) just west of the
intersection with U.S. 68, south of town. The Hay
swood Hospital closed on February 9, 1983. Re
flecting the broader market area it seeks, the 101
bed successor to Hayswood was named the
Meadowview Regional Medical Center. Mean
while, the building that had housed the Hayswood
Hospital was purchased by Covington developer
Esther Johnson in 1994. She had plans to convert it
to apartments. Previously senior housing organi
zations had considered it for a nursing home or re
tirement apartments, or both. None of the plans
have been put into action yet.

They became engaged and were planning their fu
ture together when the United States entered
World War I. Scharringhaus joined the armed
forces and was sent to a military training camp.
While he was off duty for a weekend in 1917, he per
suaded Hazen to consummate their love physically.
After Scharringhaus returned from the mili
tary, he continued to demand physical relations
with Hazen, while putting off their wedding. In
1932 he finally broke their 15-year-long engage

ment and fled to relatives in Erlanger, Ky., hoping
to prevent Hazen from retaliating against him. His
plan failed. She tracked him down and filed her
landmark lawsuit accusing him of breach of prom
ise to marry, aggravated by seduction.
The case went to trial in February 1934 and
generated news coverage throughout the country.
After three weeks of emotional testimony, the jury
of 12 men awarded Hazen $80,000—a huge for
tune in the middle of the Great Depression. Ha
zen's suit set the standard for breach-of-promise
to-marry suits in 20th-century America. As the
century drew to a close, several states eliminated
breach of promise to marry as a cause of action.
The Kentucky Supreme Court struck it down in
1997, ruling that it had become antiquated and
unnecessary.

Hazen's legal triumph was a hollow victory. She
apparently never received the money, and she never
married. After her death, her family's mansion in
Knoxville, Tenn., was turned into the Mabry
Hazen House Museum in accord with her last
wishes. The Italianate home is listed on the Na

Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. Maysville, Kentucky:

From Past to Present in Pictures. Maysville, Ky:
Maysville and Mason Co. Library Historical and
Scientific Association, 1983.

“5 Local Hospitals Win Accreditation," KTS, March
10, 1958, 2A.

“Hayswood Hospital to Close Wednesday," KE, Feb
ruary 6, 1983, B2.
“New Hospital Opens Feb. 9." CP. January 21, 1983, 1C.

tional Register of Historic Places. Hazen was bur
ied in the Old Gray Cemetery in Knoxville, Tenn.
Ryan, Jane Van. The Seduction of Miss Evelyn Ha
zen. Glen Echo, Md., Glen Echo, 2006.

“Teacher Wins $80,000 Love Verdict," KP, February
24, 1934, 1.

Jane Van Ryan
HEALTHPOINT FAMILY CARE. Health Point

HAZEN, EVELYN M. (b. November 8, 1899,
Knoxville, Tenn.; d. June 16, 1987, Knoxville,

Tenn.). Evelyn Montgomery Hazen, the daughter
of Alice Evelyn Mabry and Rush Strong Hazen,
gained notoriety for a 1934 suit in Kenton Co.
against her former fiancé. A member of Knoxville,
Tenn. society, Hazen was descended from promi
nent and wealthy entrepreneurs. Her father owned
a successful wholesale business, served as a bank

chairman, and was a member of Knoxville's city
council. Her great-grandfather Joseph Alexander

Mabry was a prosperouslandowner, publisher, and
railroad president. He and his son Joseph Mabry Jr.
were killed in a shootout on Knoxville's Gay St. in a
dispute over a business deal. The incident was me
morialized in Mark Twain's Life on the Mississippi.
Hazen was reared in her family's antebellum
mansion. Sheltered and protected, she attended a

private grammar school for young girls. When the
school closed, Hazen, at the age of 14, enrolled at
the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. Her in
telligence, beauty, and youth attracted the atten
tion of Ralph Scharringhaus, the son of prosperous
Knoxville businessman Edward Scharringhaus.

Family Care of Northern Kentucky is a private,
nonprofit primary health care organization that
provides medical and dental services to all patients
but especially to those who lack health insurance
or sufficient income to pay for care. Health Point
was established in 1971 in Covington as a volun
teer effort. The organization was then known as
the Covington Family Health Care Center. Robert
Longshore, MD, was the first medical director, and
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Health acquired its largest facility, a three-story
building at 1132 Greenup St. in Covington, which
it purchased for $1 from the City of Covington.
That center continues to operate. Later, other cen
ters were opened in Dayton, Ky., in the City Heights
neighborhood of Covington, and at 1100 Pike St.
in Covington.
Northern Kentucky Family Health expanded
into rural Bracken Co. in 1999. Reflecting the ex
panded service area, the organization changed its
name to HealthPoint Family Care in 2002. That
year was a major building period for HealthPoint,
as a new health care center was constructed in

Bracken Co. at the intersection of the AA High
way (Ky. Rt. 9) and Ky. Rt. 19, and the organiza
tion's leased space in the Bellevue Medical Arts
Building was remodeled. Health Point then con
solidated outdated facilities in Newport and Day
ton into the new Bellevue center.

As of 2006, HealthPoint Family Care operated
three health care centers and the Pike Street Clinic

for the Homeless in Covington, one center in Bel
levue, one in Bracken Co., and one in Robertson

Co. A medical staff of 33 physicians, dentists, nurse
practitioners, and physician assistants provide care
for 28,000 patients. Health Point's chief executive
officer, Christopher M. Goddard, joined the orga
nization in 1999. Medical director Elmer Martin,

MD, has been with HealthPoint since 2004.

HealthPoint Family Care's mission is “to be the
best provider of health services in Northern Ken
tucky through compassion, innovation, and excel
lence for all patients and the communities where
they live."
Of HealthPoint's 28,000 patients, Medicaid,
the government insurance program for low
income people, covers 37 percent. Some 28 percent
of patients have no health insurance and are
charged fees on a sliding scale based on income
and family size. Another 26 percent have private
insurance, and 9 percent have insurance through
Medicare. HealthPoint's major sources of funding
are reimbursement from Medicaid, Medicare, and

private insurance companies for patient services.
A $1.4 million federal grant from the Bureau of
Primary Health Care helps pay for services to low
income, uninsured patients. HealthPoint also
raises money for special programs and capital
needs through appeals for foundation grants, con
tributions from corporations and individuals, and
other fundraising activities.

Howard Hall, DDS, was the first dental director.

“Care Center Updates, Merge,” KE, July 28, 2002,

The Covington Family Health Care Center was in
corporated in 1972. In 1978 the Covington Family
Health Care Center won its first federal grant from
the Bureau of Primary Health Care, a unit of the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
This funding, which continues today, enables the
organization to provide health care services to pa
tients with no ability to pay.
In 1988 the organization changed its name to
Northern Kentucky Family Health Centers Inc.
and opened a second health care center in New
port. The next year, a walk-in clinic was established
in Covington to provide medical care to homeless
patients. In 1990 Northern Kentucky Family

B1-B1.B.

“Health Agency to Build $1 Million Care Center
(between Brooksville and Augusta),"KE, February
22, 2002, B2.

“Healthpoint Expands Covington Services," KP, Au
gust 20, 2005,5K.
Laurel Humes

HEARNE, JONATHAN (b. 1829, Harrison Co.,

Ky; d. June 15, 1905, Covington, Ky). Banker Jona
than David Hearne was the son of Cannon and

Sallie Hearne. Orphaned early in life, he grew up to
be a successful businessman in Central Kentucky.
At the outbreak of the Civil War, he was living in
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HEBRON

Paris, Ky. Pledging his loyalty and support to the
Union cause, Hearne relocated to Covington,
where the majority of the residents were Union
supporters. He became a shoe jobber in Covington
and later a shoe manufacturer. In 1870 Hearne

“J.D. Hearne as a History Maker," KP June 15, 1905, 1.
Kenton Co. Deed Book 15, April 1, 1867, pp. 12, 13, 14;

Deed Book 18, May 15, 1868, pp. 40–51; Will Book
9, November 3, 1904, pp. 527–37, Kenton Co.
Courthouse, Covington, Ky.

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1984.
Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons
to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.
Don Clare

“Large Real Estate Transaction–Sale of the Groes
and his partners operated a shoe business in Cin

beck Property," CDE, June 20, 1866, 2.

cinnati, at 65 W. Pearl St., near the waterfront. In
1866 Amos Shinkle, Jonathan Hearne, and some

John Boh
HEBRON HIGH SCHOOL. The Hebron Con

others purchased the H. J. Groesbeck property in

Covington for a land development called Park
Place. The next year, Hearne personally purchased
a portion of this land and built the stately Hearne
House, which was completed in 1874 and still
stands.

After the Civil War, Hearne's career paralleled
that of other wealthy businessmen and bankers of
the era. Following passage of the national banking
act of 1864, Hearne became involved with more
than one of the new “national” banks established

in Covington and Cincinnati. In league with Shin
kle, Covington's most prominent banker, Hearne
tried to upgrade the Covington Branch of the Farm
ers Bank of Kentucky, where Hearne was president,
into the “national system." Failing to accomplish
that, in 1871 he organized the City National Bank
of Covington and became its president. He also
was president of the Cincinnati and Newport Iron
and Pipe Company. Then in 1882 Hearne became
president of Third National Bank in Cincinnati,
while also continuing as a director at City National
Bank of Covington.
In 1852 Hearne married Emily Duke Meyers,
who was from Garrard Co., Ky. Hearne and his
wife belonged to the Union Methodist Church,
where he served as president of the board of trust
ees. In 1872 Hearne was elected to the Covington
city council. He also helped organize the YMCA,
was president of an organization for the "suppres
sion of vice,” and was the first president of the
Covington Park Association. He ended his career
in banking in 1904 because of poor health. At

HEBRON. The village of Hebron, located in the
southernmost part of the Bullittsville Magisterial
District, which constitutes the northernmost part
of Boone Co., calls itself the “Top of Kentucky," a
phrase coined by Boone Co. historian William
Conrad. The town is centered at the junction of Ky.
Rts. 20 and 237. Hebron received its name from the
Hebron Lutheran Church, which was estab
lished in this area in 1854 as an offshoot of the

Hopeful Lutheran Church of Florence, Ky. On
February 23, 1858, the U.S. Post Office recognized
Hebron as the official name of the town when it

granted the town its first post office. There was
never any doubt that the community would assume
the name of its church as the name for the town.

A community based on yeoman agriculture,
Hebron soon became recognized as one of the
fastest-growing and most prolific crop-producing
portions of Boone Co. An array of businesses, mer
cantile establishments, tradesmen, and providers
of goods and services naturally followed, and a lin
eal neighborhood took form along the Petersburg
Rd., now known as Ky. Rt. 20. Long-established
family names from the original German immi
grants remain today in the Hebron area. They in
clude Clore, Connor, Crigler, Crisler, Rouse, and
Tanner. The German family name Zimmermann
was anglicized to Carpenter. Then followed the
Dolwicks, the Hempflings, and the McGlassons—
still connected to agricultural pursuits in one way
The 1940s introduced a new, identity-altering
came home to the Cincinnati airport, winning out
over an area in Blue Ash, Ohio, and the Lunken

Protestant Children's Home (see Children's

Airport in Cincinnati. The airport was later ex
panded to become the Greater Cincinnati Airport
and then the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky

International Airport. The growth and develop
ment that followed at the airport itself and in the
surrounding area, in the form of business and resi
dential expansion, soon absorbed most of Hebron's
prime crop-producing farmland and eventually
much of the town itself. What the airport did not
take, the construction of I-75 and I-275, along with
the widening and rebuilding of the local North
Bend Rd., did. Further airport runway expansions

Bricking, Chuck. Covington's Heritage: A Compila
tion of the City's Historical Houses and a Short
Biography of the Inhabitants. Covington, Ky:
Privately published, 1980.
City of Covington Death Certificate No. 486, for the

more of what was once the community of Hebron.
The main businesses and services are now along

year 1905.
“Death Ends Career of John D. Hearne,” KP, June 15,

expressway interchanges, Hebron is no longer in
corporated as a town.

Chicago: Biographical Publishing, 1904.

upon his death. Secondary education returned to
the Hebron area in 1970 with the opening of the
Conner High School.
Meiman, Karen. “Friends for Life—Class of 30 Meets,”

KP May 23, 2000,8K.
Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons

to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.

Gail Chastang
HEBRON LUTHERAN CHURCH. Wars oc

curring in Europe more than 300 years ago led
indirectly to the establishment of this church.
When French armies invaded the Alsace region of
southwestern Germany in 1674, many citizens fled
from their German homeland and came to the

New World. After a brief stay in Pennsylvania,
some of them moved to the area around the Rappa
hannock River in Virginia, where they established
a community called Germanna and a church, the
Hopeful Lutheran Church, which is the oldest con
tinuously used Lutheran church in the United
States. They chose the name because they hoped to
have a happy and prosperous life in their adopted
country. In 1727, under the leadership of Rev. John
Casper Stover Sr., a second church, called Hebron
Lutheran Church, was begun ashort distance from
Germanna.

in the 1990s and in the 2000s have claimed even

the North Bend Rd., both north and south of the

1905, 1.

Greve, Charles Theodore. Centennial History of
Cincinnati and Representative Citizens. 2 vols.

she succeeded her father, J. T. "Jake” Williams,

or another.
use for the flat farmland in the area. Boone Co. be

Home of Northern Kentucky), the Home for
Indigent Women (see Covington Ladies Home),
and the YMCA. He was buried in Highland Cem
etery in Fort Mitchell.
Around 1980 a proposed new Licking River
bridge and traffic corridor threatened the Hearne
House (located in Covington at the end of E. Fifth
St.), but thanks to a neighborhood effort, it remains.
Now on the National Register of Historic Places,
the Hearne House retains its singular prominence.

closed in 1954. The high school had fine basketball
teams, known as the Cardinals. The school pro
duced John Crigler, who was a starter on the 1958
NCAA championship basketball team at the Uni
versity of Kentucky (UK). By guarding Elgin Bay
lor, an All-American at Seattle University and later
a great professional player, Crigler enabled the UK
team to advance. High school athletes also played
six-man football; Irv Goode, who played some 13
years with the St. Louis Cardinals in professional
football, came out of a six-man programs The
building was sold and a few years later was de
stroyed by fire.
Boone Co. judge Carrol L. Cropper named
Glenrose Williams, a Hebron High graduate of the
late 1930s, the county's first woman sheriff in 1945,

all common names in the Hebron environs and

the time, his worth was estimated to be at least

$500,000. Among the recipients of bequests from
his will were the Methodist Church, the Covington

solidated School, which included the high school,
was near the intersection of North Bend and Elijah
Creek Rds. in Boone Co. It opened in 1923 and

Boone Co. Historic Preservation Review Board. His

toric Structures of Boone County, Kentucky. Ann
Arbor, Mich.: Cushing-Malloy, 2002.

Rev. William Carpenter and some of the mem
bers from Hopeful Church in Virginia moved to
Northern Kentucky in 1805. Those hardy settlers
formed the Hopeful Lutheran Church in Boone
Co., in modern Florence, on January 6, 1806. In
1854, 16 members from Hopeful Lutheran Church,
whose parents and grandparents had previously
belonged to the Hebron Lutheran Church in Vir
ginia, met in the home of John J. Crigler, to form a

HEHL, LAMBERT, SR.
Boone Co. church named after the Hebron Lu

theran Church in Virginia. Hopeful Lutheran and
Hebron Lutheran started a joint parish, with one
pastor, Rev. David Harbaugh, serving both con
gregations. He lived in a parsonage midway be
tween the two churches. On July 15, 1854, the cor
nerstone was laid for the newly christened Hebron
Lutheran Church. Its modern address is 3140 Lim

aburg Rd., just east of today's Connor High School
in Boone Co. Trees on the church property were
felled for use in construction of the new building,
and the bricks were handmade on-site. The build

ing was completed and dedicated on December 3,
1854. The Hebron Lutheran Church of Virginia
sent $500 to help pay for construction of its Boone
Co. namesake. In 1856 the Ebenezer Lutheran

Church was founded in Boone Co. and accepted as
a member of the parish. That church continued
holding services until 1892, when it merged with
the Hopeful Lutheran Church. The Hebron Lu
theran Church celebrated its 100th anniversary in
1954. The City of Hebron took its name from the
Hebron Lutheran Church.

Several additional acres of land adjoining the
Hebron Lutheran Church property were purchased
in 1968, and a new, modern edifice was built. A $1

million wing was added in 1991, which contains a
social hall seating 450 and educational space. He
bron Lutheran Church, with about 350 active mem

bers, continues to be a vibrant, growing church,
with a wide range of programs. It is currently a
member of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod.
"Celebration Is Set for Boone Church, Founded in

1806,” KE, June 6, 1956, 1.
“Church Chat," KP, March 11, 1967, 1.

Lentz, H. Max. A History of Lutheran Churches in

Boone County, Ky. York, Pa.; P. Anstadt, 1902.
Waltmann, Henry G. History of the Indiana
Kentucky Synod of the Lutheran Church in
America. Indianapolis: Central, 1971.
HEEKIN. Heekin is in Grant Co., south of Wil

liamstown on U.S. 25 and west on Ky. Rt. 2937.
Named for the Heekin Spice Company of Cincin
nati, the neighborhood now consists of a smatter
ing of houses and two churches. The thriving
Mount Olivet Church of Christ is engaged in a
building program. Nearby is the Grassy Run Bap
tist Church and its adjacent cemetery. Eagle Creek,
Rattlesnake Creek, Clark's Creek, and Grassy Run
furnished water needed by the early settlers. The
creek beds sometimes served as roads in those

days, but landowners were soon made responsible
for surveying and maintaining roads in their
neighborhoods. The grade schools, which were es
tablished about three miles apart, within walking
distance for students, included the Independence
School, on nearby Chipman Ridge Rd., and the
Heekin School. The Heekin School was later con
solidated with the Mason School. The Mason School

closed its high school in 1953 so its students could
enter Grant Co. High School. The present Mason
Corinth Elementary School opened in 1991.
Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County, Ken

tucky. Williamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical
Society, 1992.

Pease, Janet, comp. Abstracted County Court Rec
ords. Vols. I and 2. Williamstown, Ky: Grant Co.
Historical Society, 1985.
Mary Louis Evans

HEHL, LAMBERT, JR. (b. July 22, 1924, New
port, Ky). Lambert Lawrence Hehl, a judge and a
legislator, is the son of Lambert Lawrence Hehl
Sr. and Martha Daly Hehl. He received his early
education at St. Vincent de Paul Elementary
School in South Newport and went on to graduate
from Newport High School. In 1943 Lambert
Hehl Jr. volunteered for the U.S. Marines; he served

as a legal clerk in the Pacific Theater and had
achieved the rank of sergeant by the time he left
military service in 1946. On May 25 of that same
year, he married Helyn Mae Bathiany, and the
couple had two daughters. During the early years
of his marriage, Hehl worked by day to support his
family and attended evening classes at Chase Col
lege of Law. After receiving his law degree in 1952,
he maintained a solo law practice until 1956, when
he became an associate, and later a partner, in the
Newport firm of Benton, Benton, Luedeke, Rhoads,
and Hehl. In 1962 Hehl began a successful law
partnership with Norbert Bischoff, which lasted
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pointment as chief regional judge of the Sixth Ap
pellate Court District; he served in this capacity
until his retirement in 1990.

Throughout Hehl's lengthy tenure in public of
fice, his exhaustive efforts on behalf of his Camp
bell Co. constituency helped to lay the groundwork
for Northern Kentucky's ongoing residential and
industrial revitalization. His proactive legislative
style and aggressive pursuit of state and federal
funds for Northern Kentucky fostered the estab
lishment of intrastate highways and bridges and
sparked other projects that have since opened the
area to expansive development. His 20-year stint
on the Campbell Co. Fiscal Court saw the comple
tion of I-275 through Campbell Co. and across the
Ohio River, the construction of I-471, and the con

struction of the AA Highway in Campbell Co.
and beyond. Such essential connector routes also
fostered the birth of Northern Kentucky Uni
versity at Highland Heights in the late 1960s and
the school's growth in the 1970s.
The Commonwealth of Kentucky honored the
significant contributions of both Hehl and former
Kentucky governor Bert Combs (1959–1963) with
the December 19, 1979, dedication of the Combs

Hehl Bridge; its heavily traveled double span car

until 1982.

ries six lanes of I-275 across the Ohio River at

Throughout the 1950s and 1960s, in addition
to his burgeoning law practice, Hehl served as
president of the Campbell Co. Junior Chamber of
Commerce (see Northern Kentucky Chamber
of Commerce) and as state vice president of the
Kentucky Jaycees, and he maintained member
ships in the James Wallace Costigan Post No. 11,
the American Legion Lawler-Hanlon Post No.
5822, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and many
other civic organizations. From 1953 to 1956, he
served as deputy Campbell Co. tax commissioner
under his father, who was serving his fourth term
as county tax commissioner. On December 2, 1957,
Judge Fred Warren named Hehl Jr. county judge
protem so that he could swear his father into office
for a fifth term as county tax commissioner.

Brent. Hehlis also the recipient of the National Jay
cees Distinguished and Unselfish Service Award
and the National Veterans of Foreign Wars Life
Saving Award. Hehl's peerson various professional
and government organizations, such as the Chase
Law School Alumni, the Campbell Co. Bar Asso
ciation, the Kentucky Association of County
Judge-Executives, the Northern Kentucky Trans
portation Committee, and the Northern Ken
tucky Area Planning Commission, have se
lected him as their president.

Lambert Hehl Jr.'s election in 1959 as a Ken

tucky state senator marked the beginning of his
wide-ranging career as an elected official. From
1960 until the end of his term in 1963, he also

served as chair of the senate judiciary committee.
From 1969 to 1980, he was a member of the central

executive committee of the Kentucky Democratic
Party and also officiated as a special hearing officer.
His long career in county government began
with two terms (1963–1973) as county commis
sioner with Judge Andrew J. Jolly. In 1974 Hehl
succeeded Jolly as Fiscal Court judge; he served in
this capacity until 1982, although during the last
five years of his county judgeship, the position's ti
tle was county judge-executive. Kentucky governor
John Y. Brown Jr. (1979–1983) appointed Hehl to
an interim term as county circuit judge in 1983.
The following year, Governor Martha Layne Col
lins (1983–1987) appointed him as Campbell Co.
district judge, a post to which he was twice elected,
continuing in this position until 1990. That same
year, the chief justice of the Kentucky Supreme
Court, Robert Stephens, announced Hehl's ap

Since his 1990 retirement, Hehl has remained a

driving force of community involvement within
Northern Kentucky. He has been active in various
civic and fraternal organizations and has honored
his hometown roots by serving as president of New
port's Clem and Ann Buenger Boys & Girls Club
and the Newport High School Alumni Association.
In April 1994 Hehl was named chairperson of New
port's Bicentennial Commission, a duty he executed
with faithful precision. Hehl's wife of 58 years, He
lyn, died in October 2004. He currently resides in
Fort Thomas with his present wife, Pat Zint Hehl.
Beasley, David. “Hehl Rode New Highways to Success
as County Official." KP October 17, 1982, B2.
“Lambert Hehl Helped Bridge NKY and Ohio,"
SC, January 30, 2005,4B.

Hehl, Lambert. Interview by Jan Mueller, April 28,
2006, Fort Thomas, Ky.
Long, Paul A. "Judge Hehl Will Retire at Year's End–
Public Career Began in 1953," KP, November 1,
1990, 1K–2K.

Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky: Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

Janice Mueller

HEHL, LAMBERT, SR. (b. August 4, 1895,
Newport, Ky.; d. December 26, 1970, Fort Thomas,
Ky). Lambert Hehl Sr., a respected civic leader, a
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HELENA

World War I veteran, and a longtime Campbell

consecutive terms in 1942. For the next 24 years,

Maysville and Mason Co. Library Historical and

Co. tax commissioner, was the son of Frank and

until his retirement in 1965, Hehl served in this

Scientific Association, 1986.

Mary Wilderley Hehl. He grew up in Newport,
where he received his early education. In 1917 Hehl

capacity; during his long tenure, the tax commis
sion office's reputation for efficiency was recog
nized on a nearly annual basis by the state.
In 1953 Lambert Hehl Jr. had been appointed
deputy county tax commissioner under his father.

was employed as a ticket agent at the Chesapeake
and Ohio Railroad depot when the U.S. declara
tion of war on Germany and the subsequent pas
sage of the Selective Services Act prompted a na
tionwide conscription effort. Hehl enlisted with
the U.S. Marines; by November of the same year,

he was undergoing training at Quantico, Va., and
awaiting deployment to France. On April 5, 1918,
while advancing with his unit, the 6th Marine Bri
gade, in France's Toulon Sector, Private Hehl was
struck in the leg with shrapnel, becoming Camp
bell Co.'s earliest casualty wounded in action in
France during World War I. Another Newport
resident from Hehl's company, James Wallace
Costigan, died July 31, 1918, from wounds received
the month before at Belleau Wood, Costigan was
Newport's first World War I casualty. The James
Wallace Costigan American Legion Post in
Newport memorialized Costigan. Hehl later served
as that post's commander and for 30 years was its
service officer. His interest in veteran affairs was

further demonstrated by his longtime assistance to
widows and other dependents, securing lawfully
allowed benefits due to them.

On June 16, 1920, Hehl married Martha Daly;
they had a son and a daughter, Lambert Hehl Jr.
and Virginia. Although the family experienced its
share of tough times during the Great Depression,
in 1935 Hehl was appointed assistant county road
engineer, a post he held until 1941. The devastating
Ohio River flood of 1937 hit Northern Kentucky
during his tenure. Hehl contributed his civic tal
ents to the community by serving as county chair
for the local Red Cross Disaster Committee. His

position as public service officer for the James Wal
lace Costigan American Legion Post allowed him
to utilize the facility's hallas the area's earliest shel
ter and soup kitchen. By January 21, when the ris
ing waters covered 68 blocks and were continuing
to displace more Newport residents, Hehl's emer
gency shelter was serving two meals a day to al
most 200 families.

After the U.S. Congress declared war on Japan
and its allies on December 8, 1941, Newport's citi
zens, fraught by paranoia and fear of saboteurs in
the wake of Pearl Harbor, mounted an active de

fense of the city's businesses and infrastructure.
Their coordinated efforts included the establish

ment of the Municipal Council of Defense, of which
Hehl was a member. The defense council organized
multiple emergency response teams, including
air raid wardens, medical personnel, and rescue
squads.
That same year, Hehl had decided to run for
public office. He took the tax commissioners' exam
and, despite his limited formal education, passed
it. This accomplishment was always a source of
pride for Hehl, who had undertaken extensive self
education after returning from active duty during

After Lambert Hehl Sr. had won his fifth bid for the

office of Campbell Co. tax commissioner in 1957,
the younger Hehl was offered the opportunity to
pay a touching tribute to his father. Judge Fred
Warren named Lambert Hehl Jr. county judge pro
tem, thus allowing the father to be sworn into of
fice by his son.
In addition to his responsibilities as a public
official, Hehl Sr.'s political activity included serv
ing as the executive secretary of the Campbell Co.

Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason
County. Lexington, Ky:Transylvania, 1936.
John Klee

HELLEBUSCH, BERNARD H. F. (b. April 23,
1825, Oldenburg, Germany; d. June 12, 1885, Cov
ington, Ky.) Bernard Hellebusch, an organist and
hymnal publisher, came from a musical family.
Having immigrated to the United States in search

ofopportunity, he arrived in Covington by flatboat
in January 1844; some of his siblings followed. Hel
lebusch began to teach school at the German
speaking Mother of God Catholic Church in
Covington, using the melodeon (a small pump or
gan) that he had brought with him. Although

Democratic Committee for almost two decades.

most of his career centered on the Mother of God

Known as a powerful public speaker, he supported
his close personal friend U.S. congressman Brent
Spence by campaigning for him throughout his
32 years in office. On April 27, 1970, Hehl was cho
sen as the recipient of the second annual Brent
Spence Memorial Award, bestowed upon him by
members of the Campbell Co. Democratic Com
mittee. Lambert Hehl Jr., by then a seasoned public
official in his own right, honored his father with a
touching eulogy before introducing him to accept

Church, he also taught at Holy Trinity Church (Heil
igen Dreiheit Kirche) in Cincinnati's West End.
Hellebusch became both a teacher and the

the award. Just a few months later, on December 26,

principal at Mother of God School, in addition to
giving private music lessons. A student of the En
lightenment, Hellebusch promoted the German
Singmesse tradition, which emphasized the folk
song rather than a classical Latin approach to church
music. He wrote seven sets of Singmesse hymns,
34 in all. The Catholic Youth's Hymn Book
(1871) was the first to provide English translations

1970, Lambert Hehl Sr. collapsed at his home at 81

of them.

Southview Ave. in Fort Thomas and died. He was

Perhaps Hellebusch's greatest contribution was
the German-language hymnal he first published in
1858, Gesang und Gebetbuch, through which he

buried at St.Stephen Cemetery in Fort Thomas.
Hehl, Lambert, Jr. Interview by Jan Mueller, April 28,
2006, Fort Thomas, Ky.
“Lambert Hehl Dies at 75,” KP, December 28, 1970,
1K–2K.

Murphy, John. “Tears of Joy Honor Hehl Sr." KP.
April 28, 1970, IK.
Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky. Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

Janice Mueller
HELENA. Helena is located in the southeastern

part of Mason Co. near the Fleming Co. line. It was
incorporated on March 8, 1854, and for a period
during the 1880s was annually electing a police
judge and a town marshal. The town was located
near the Helena Station on the Maysville and
Lexington Railroad line that runs between
Maysville and Lexington (see Louisville and
Nashville Railroad; TransKentucky Trans
portation Railroad). In 1856 the Richland Acad
emy was opened in Helena community as a girls'
school. It later became part of the county system
and enrolled more than 100 students at the end of

the 19th century. The community of Helena had
a Masonic Lodge (see Masons), a post office, and
churches, in addition to the school. The Helena

World War I. He ran on the Democratic ticket as a

Methodist Church has a long history, and the
church's current building dates from 1914. In re
cent years, a number of Amish people have moved
into the general area, and an Amish school now
operates across from the railroad tracks in Helena.

candidate for Campbell Co. tax commissioner in
1941 and was elected, beginning the first of six

Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. The Towns of Mason
County: Their Past in Pictures. Maysville, Ky:

introduced for the first time to the U.S. church

such hymns as “Holy God” (“Grosser Gott") and
“O Sacred Head Surrounded” (“O Haupt Voll Blut
und Wunden"), along with many others. This hym
mal was used throughout German-Catholic com
munities, and Hellebusch's modest church salary
was enhanced by the royalties from its sales.
During his last years at Mother of God, the
present church building was erected. Hellebusch
persuaded the pastor, Father Teutenberg, and the
parish to install a new organ. No doubt his cam
paign had the support of his brother Clemens Hel
lebusch, who was a wealthy jeweler and a parish
trustee. The Koehnken organ installation was
overseen by Bernard Hellebusch in 1876.
Toward the end of Hellebusch's career, his

type of music was falling out of favor in the
church, in preference for what was known as the
Caecilian Movement. Upon the arrival of Mother
of God's new pastor, Rev. William Tappert, and his
musician-brother Rev. Henry Tappert, Caecilian
music was embraced by the church, and Helle
busch departed to finish out his career at the neigh
boring St. Aloysius Catholic Church, also in
Covington.
The Hellebusch family lived at the southeast
corner of Fifth and Russell Sts., Covington, when
he died in 1885. His first wife, Marian Putthoff,

had died in 1860. His second wife, Margaret Merle,
bore him 11 children, the youngest of whom was
age six at the time of Hellebusch's death. Helle
busch's musical contributions have been largely
forgotten, and only archival copies of his very suc

HEMINGRAY, ROBERT

cessful hymnal remain. He was buried at Mother
of God Cemetery, Covington.
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lawyer, a military officer, the U.S. consul general,
and a Confederate agent to Havana, Cuba, was the

Glass Works, located in "Pipetown," an industrial
Pittsburgh suburb located east of the city along
the Monongahela River. Because of his education,
Hemingray was engaged in the business aspects of
the company rather than the actual manufactur
ing of glass. The "Great Fire of 1845" destroyed es
sentially all of industrial Pittsburgh and most of
its residential neighborhoods. The Phillips Glass
Works was consumed by the fire as was, most
likely, the residence of the young Hemingray fam
ily. Conditions in Pittsburgh became grim as thou
sands were put out of work and many people were

first of six children of Francis T. and Sallie B. McK

left homeless.

inney Helm. In 1817, his birth year, his family
moved to Newport, where in 1834 Francis Helm, a
veteran of the War of 1812, became Newport's
first mayor. Educated in Newport, Charles wastu
tored in law by John W. Tibbatts, a noted attor
ney, congressman, and infantry colonel, and a son
in-law of Gen. James Taylor Jr., founder of
Newport. Upon admission to the bar in 1842,
Helm practiced law in Tibbatts's firm until Tib.
batts, on April 9, 1847, organized the 16th U.S. In
fantry Regiment (which included 4 of the 10 com
panies from Kentucky), which had been reactivated
on February 11 for the Mexican War. Helm was
appointed a 1st lieutenant and later reached the
rank of brevet major. The regiment was disbanded
on August 16, 1848, and Helm returned to his law
practice in Newport.
Helm was elected to the Kentucky House of
Representatives for one term in 1851. President

Soon after the fire, Hemingray joined forces
with Ralph Gray, a glassblower living in Birming.
ham, Pa., an industrial community across the
Monongahela River from Pittsburgh. Together
they descended the Ohio River to Covington with
hopes of starting their own glass works. The two
were unsuccessful in immediately acquiring a
suitable site in Covington and were forced to lease
a small lot in Cincinnati. They quickly constructed
a furnace for making glass, obtained the necessary
raw materials, and procured molds; they began
producing glassware in late 1848. In 1852 they pur

Hellebusch, Juliana Mattei. "B. H. F. "Teacher' Helle

busch (1825–1885)."NKH1, no.2(Spring-Summer
1994): 13–23.

Karl Lietzenmayer
HELM, CHARLESJOHN, SR. (b. June 21, 1817,

Hornellsville, N.Y.; d. February 1868, Toronto,
Canada). Charles John Helm Sr., who became a

Franklin Pierce named him U.S. commercial

agent to St. Thomas, Virgin Islands, in 1853. In
1854 Helm married Louise A. Whistler in New

Charles Helm.

Toronto in 1868. His wife, Louise, and their three

surviving children, Charles John Helm Jr., born
in St. Thomas; Louise, born in Havana; and Wil

liam W., born in Canada, returned to Newport,
where Charles Jr. and William practiced law, the
former becoming circuit judge.

chased a small lot near the intersection of Second

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.
Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
Perrin, William Henry, J.H. Battle, and G. C. Kniffin.

Kentucky: A History of the State. Louisville, Ky:
F.A. Battey, 1888.

Reis, Jim. Pieces of the Past. Vol. 2. Covington: Ken
tucky Post, 1991.

Roberts, William Hugh. Mexican War Veterans: A
Roster of the Regular and Volunteer Regiments
in the War with Mexico, 1846–1848. Washing.
ton, D.C.; A.S.Witherbee, 1887.

port. They had five children. Back in St. Thomas,
Helm successfully negotiated to have the Danish
government revoke certain imposts that had
hampered U.S. merchant shipping. In 1858 Presi.
dent James Buchanan appointed Helm as the
country's consul general to Cuba. That strategic
Spanish shipping hub became very important
when the Civil War commenced in 1861. Ru

mors spread that Helm might defect to the Con
federacy, whereupon U.S. secretary of state Wil
liam Seward made several attempts to retain
Helm in his position in Havana, even to the ex
tent of sending him a silk flag, according to some
accounts. Nevertheless, Helm resigned as consul
general and returned to the United States, evad
ing all attempts to have him arrested for his alle
giance to the South. Confederate president Jeffer
son Davis sent Helm back to Cuba in July 1861 as

aspecial agent for the Confederacy; his circuitous
journey took him through Canada and England
to Havana. Helm worked to ensure Cuba's neu

trality during the Civil War, while simultane
ously acting as the monitor of Confederate
blockade-running activities. After the war, fear
ful of arrest for treason, Helm moved his family
to Toronto, Canada, where an enclave of former

Confederate politicians and senior military offi
cers lived. He was in the welcoming party for the
visiting Jefferson Davis at Niagara-on-the-Lake,
Ontario, Canada, after Davis was released from

federal prison in 1867. The exiled Helm died in

Robert Michael Venable

HEMINGRAY, ROBERT (b. June 22, 1820, near

Johnstown, Pa.; d. December 27, 1898, Covington,
Ky). Robert Hemingray joined Ralph Gray to
found the Gray & Hemingray GlassWorks in 1848.
They were pioneer industrialists in the Northern
Kentucky region, providing a product eagerly wel
comed by a market hungry for a local source of
quality glassware. Gray died in 1863, and in 1870
the glass works was incorporated as the Heming
ray Glass Company. The company became rec
ognized worldwide as a leader in the production of
domestic and industrial glassware.
Robert's parents, William and Ann Heming
ray, arrived in the United States about 1818 from
England and settled on the Conemaugh River,
near Johnstown, in western Pennsylvania. William
found work making salt from the saline springs
that abounded in the area. Robert Hemingray was
born in a salt-camp cabin in 1820. William Hem
ingray moved his family to Pittsburgh in 1825 and
opened a small general store. Unfortunately, Wil
liam drowned November 22, 1832, and Ann died

August 29, 1834, leaving Robert Hemingray or
phaned at age 14.
Despite trying circumstances, Hemingrayman
aged to obtain a sound education, completing a
college course prior to marriage and embarking on
his life's work. He was employed by the Phillips

St. and Madison Ave. in Covington and moved the
production of glassware to Covington while main
taining the sales room in Cincinnati until 1881,
when it also was relocated to Covington.
Hemingray was progressive as well as innova
tive in the art of glass manufacturing. Once he and
Gray had overcome the obstacles confronting them
in their start-up of the glass works, he was able to
focus on improvements in operational efficiency
and product quality. He received patents for im
provements in machinery and product design from
1860 to 1887 and encouraged his partners and em
ployees to seek enhancements that resulted in ad
ditional patents assigned to the glass works.
Robert married Mary E. Carroll June 6, 1842,
in Pittsburgh, and the couple had eight children.
Gray's younger brother Anthony married
Susan Carroll,asisterof Hemingray'swife. Anthony
died April 27, 1865, and Susan died two years later.
Robert and Mary Hemingray took the five Gray
children into their home to be raised to adulthood.

The oldest son, John C. Gray, became superinten
dent of the Hemingray Glass Company in 1897
and was elevated to the position of general man
ager upon the death of Hemingray.
Hemingray was not politically active. While he
voted with the Whig Party, he did not seek public
office, nor is there any indication that he played
a role in politics behind the scenes. Northern
Kentuckyhadstrongpro-Union feelingsbefore and
during the Civil War. When the area was threat
ened by an attacking Confederate force in Septem
ber 1862, Hemingray joined Amos Shinkle's Cov
ington militia company as a sergeant. Hemingray's
leadership capabilities were sorely tested during the
war years, especially after the death of his partner,
Ralph Gray; however, Hemingray managed to hold
the company together.
Robert Hemingray died at his home at 219
Garrard St. in Covington in late 1898; Mary died
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HEMINGRAY GLASS COMPANY

in 1901. They were buried in the Hemingray lot at
Highland Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.
Covington Health Department Death Certificate No.
759, for the year 1898.
Drummond, Glenn. A Genealogical Study of the
Ancestral Line of Robert “Robin.” Hemingray,
Conway Taylor Hemingray, Susan Ashley Hem
ingray for the Purpose of Identifying Their Con
nection to a Revolutionary Patriot. Notasulga,
Ala., Glen Drummond, 2003.

Highland Cemetery Records, Fort Mitchell, Ky.
Hyve, H.G.(Bea). The Hemingray Glass Co.: A Most
Colorful History. San Diego: Clarice Gordon, n.d.
(ca. 1998).
“Pioneer Dead–Founder of Company Robert Hem
ingray Died," KP, December 27, 1898, 1.
Probate, Marriage, and Deed Records, Hamilton
Co., Ohio (Cincinnati), Kenton Co., Ky. (Coving
ton and Independence), and Allegheny Co., Pa.
(Pittsburgh).
Glenn Drummond
HEMINGRAY GLASS COMPANY. The Hem

ingray Glass Company, once located in Covington,
was founded by a partnership of Ralph Gray and
Robert Hemingray in 1848. From a very modest
beginning on a small leased lot in Cincinnati, the
company grew to become one of the nation's larg
est manufacturers of domestic and industrial glass
ware. The factory was moved from Cincinnati to
Covington in 1852, then to Muncie, Ind., in 1888;
the company's business offices continued to func
tion in Covington until 1919. The Owens-Illinois
Glass Company bought the assets of the Heming
ray Glass Company in 1933 and closed the firm's
operations in 1972.

Gray and Hemingray came to Covington from
Pittsburgh. Both had been associated with glass
manufacturing interests in Pittsburgh before the
“Great Fire of 1845," which destroyed most of that
city. Their initial goal was to build a glass factory in
Covington, but because they found no suitable site,
they located in Cincinnati, where a glass furnace
was constructed fronting on Mayor's Alley (Ham
mond St.). They began to produce glass products in
1848. Four years later they secured a desired prop
erty in Covington, near the northwest corner of
the intersection of Second St. and Madison Ave.

The factory was moved to Covington as soon as
production facilities were completed; however, the

Hardwork, a quality product, a rapidly expand
ing market, and limited competition enabled the
Gray & Hemingray Glass Works to flourish during
the 1850s. Even when war clouds formed early in the
1860s and the national economy became shaky, the
glass works continued to prosper and grow.
The death of Gray in 1863, resulted in great
consternation for Hemingray. Gray's will stipu
lated that, because of the great uncertainty prevail
ing at the time, his undivided half interest in the
glass works be sold and the proceeds invested for
the support of his widow. Not only did Hemingray
lose a close friend and business partner, but the
thought of bringing into the firm an interest out
side of the family was particularly unsettling. He
was able to marshal a small group of family mem
bers and close friends who acquired Gray's half in
terest, enabling the company to survive. The half
interest was equally divided among Joseph C.
Hemingray, Samuel J. Hemingray, Richard Evans,
and James L. Foley. Joseph C. and Samuel J. were
brothers of Robert Hemingray, Richard Evans,
Robert's brother-in-law, and James L. Foley were
close friends and associates. The subsequent death
in 1866 of Samuel J. Hemingray created another
episode of uncertainty, because Samuel's widow
immediately sold her inherited one-eighth inter
est to an outsider with no experience in glass pro
duction. This dilemma was quickly resolved
through the purchase of that interest by Evans and
Foley.
Incorporated in the state of Kentucky in 1870,
the company continued to grow. Additional land
was acquired and new buildings constructed to
enable the company to satisfy the expanding mar
ket. Fruit jars, oil lamps, and telegraph insulators
came to be the primary products. The Hemingray
Glass Company eventually became the world's
largest producer of glass insulators for telegraph,
telephone, and electric power distribution.
The Covington business site offered a number
of advantages at the outset, such as easy access to
the Ohio River for the shipment of finished prod
ucts and receipt of raw materials. A block away
from the Covington plant was the Walsh Distill
ery, a major user of glass bottles beginning in 1873.
However, floods, droughts, ice, and other weather
conditions sometimes overwhelmed these advan

tages. The company suffered severe losses during

warehouse and the sales room remained in Cin

the floods of 1883 and 1884, which forced work to

cinnati until 1881.

cease for extended periods. In addition, the flood
of 1884 caused structural damage to the Heming
ray Glass Company's buildings. The variable flow
rates of the river resulted in frequent periods when
low flow prevented the essential delivery of coal,
sand, and other necessary raw materials to the
plant. Ice jams or running ice on the river would
also bring traffic to a standstill (see Ohio River
Navigation). One of the company's buildings was
severely damaged by a tornado that passed along

The cities of Cincinnati, Covington, and New
port were thriving and growing rapidly. As Cin
cinnati was the center of commerce for the Ohio

River Valley, there was a large demand for domes
tic and commercial glassware. The nearest sources
of these products were the glass houses of Wheel
ing, W.Va., and Pittsburgh, but the Pittsburgh fire
had created an uncertain void in the availability of
glassware that the Gray & Hemingray Glass Works
(as the firm was first known) quickly filled. Prod
ucts varied, but the greatest demand was for apoth
ecary glassware, bottles of various forms, fruitjars,
oil lamps, and tableware. These products remained
the staple of the company throughout its first two
decades.

beginning in 1884. The first well yielded sufficient
natural gas to heat the boilers but not nearly
enough to fire the furnaces, and further explora
tion proved fruitless.
In 1887 the company was approached by repre
sentatives of the Manufacturers Guarantee Fund
Association of Muncie, Ind., with an offer of free

property and natural gas in exchange for agreeing
to relocate the factory to that city. The offer, com
ing on the heels of devastating floods and record
low water levels in the Ohio River, was attractive

enough that company officials chose to accept it.
The company began to move production facilities
to Muncie in 1888.

Although Robert Hemingray continued to be
the president, factory operations in Muncie were
under the direction of Ralph G. Hemingray, Rob
ert's oldest son. Daniel C. Hemingray, the youn
gest son, secretary-treasurer, was responsible for
the operation of the business offices, which re
mained in Covington. Robert C. Hemingray, the
second son, was factory superintendent until
health problems forced his retirement.
The natural gas reserves had been touted as
"inexhaustible." No one knew that the “Indiana

Natural Gas Belt” would be depleted within a very
few years. An attempt was made in 1900 to reopen
the Covington factory on a limited basis, but it was
decided to terminate the attempt after operating
for one year because of high maintenance costs.
In the meantime, efforts were under way to pur
chase property for a new Covington factory near
the intersection of Seventh and Russell Sts. The site

was above flood stage, as well as lying adjacent to
the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway. Unfortunately,
the property owners insisted on a higher price
for the land than the company was willing to pay,
and negotiations broke down. All thoughts of re
turning to Covington were abandoned. The final
decision was to construct "producer gas" furnaces
in Muncie and retain the factory there.
After Ralph Hemingray died, May 11, 1920, the
company came under the control of Phillip McA
bee, husband of Ralph Hemingray's daughter
Carol. McAbee had little glass-manufacturing ex
perience, and the loss of markets during the onset
of the Great Depression in the 1930s took a toll
on the Hemingray Glass Company along with
other glass manufacturers. McAbee soon found
the firm in debt with no foreseeable opportunity to
recover; consequently, he chose to put his glass
making company on the market, and the Owens
Illinois Glass Company bought it.
Hamilton Co. (Cincinnati) and Kenton Co. (Indepen
dence and Covington) Deed Records.
Hyve, H.G. (Bea). The Hemingray Glass Co.: A Most

Colorful History. San Diego. Clarice Gordon, n.d.
|ca. 1998.

Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, and Covington city directo
ries and newspapers.
Glenn Drummond

the river in 1860.

Natural gas was the fuel of choice for rival
glass manufacturers located in the upper Ohio
River Valley by the 1880s, so Robert Hemingray
attempted to locate a source of natural gas. He
drilled test wells on company-owned property,

HEMINGRAY

GLASS

COMPANY

AR

CHAEOLOGY. A 1986 archaeological project
explored the Covington site occupied by the
Hemingray Glass Company from 1852 until

HENRY, JOSEPHINE W.

1888. The property, acquired in at least seven trans
actions from 1852 to 1880, took in nearly the entire
block north of Second St. and west of Madison

443

Kenton County, Kentucky." Prepared by R. G. Ar
chaeological Services, Covington. Submitted to the
city of Covington, 1987.

magistrate's courtroom, where misdemeanor cases
were tried, boundary disputes overland claims were

Robert A. Genheimer

were appointed. The north room on the first floor
was the tavern's dining room. The ringing of the
first bell at mealtime was the signal for ladies and

Ave., as well as portions of the block to the south.
Considerable effort was made in the 1986 ar

settled, and administrators for estate settlements

chaeological excavations at the Hemingray Glass
Company's worksite to expose the remnants of the
factory complex (see Covington Urban Archae
ology). Originally, the company's building com
plex contained a batch house; a bottle-blowing
house; company offices; clay, molding, and sand
blasting areas; a decorating room; ovens; packing
rooms; and steam heated lehrs (ovens through
which glassware travels on a belt). The various
parts of the complex ranged from one to four sto

HENDERSON, CHARLES L. (b. September
1893, Paris, Ky.; d. December 27, 1918, France).

children to be seated. Men were seated on the

Henderson, the son of Harriet Lee, was the first Af.

sounding of the second bell. A doorway in the west

rican American from Covington to be killed in ac
tion while serving in France during World War I.
On April 1, 1918, Henderson was among the first
African Americans to depart Covington for Camp
Zachary Taylor in Louisville. He was with the
325th Field Signal Battalion, 92nd Infantry Divi

wall led to a detached brick kitchen, where meals

ries tall. In total, 315.1 linear meters (1,034 feet) of

U.S. Army by the Covington Selective Service
Board, were given a grand send-off by the commu
nity, family, and friends, as demonstrated by the
brass band that accompanied them to their train.
When Henderson died, the military authorities
had a difficult time locating his nearest relative,
even though his mother, his brother, and a nephew
were living in Covington. Henderson was buried
at the Oise-Aisne American Cemetery, Fère-en

limestone foundation walls were exposed across
the large area. Excavated features included the
bases of the glassblowing ovens, a decorating oven,
a large cistern, a lehr, and a series of unidentified
ovens. In addition, a large excavation unit was placed
within massive waste deposits near the north end of
the complex. This pit extended to nearly 5 meters
(16.4 feet) below the present surface; however, the
base of the deposits was not encountered. More
than 22177 kilograms (489 pounds) of glass waste
were processed at the screens.
When the Hemingray Glass Company was ac
tive in Covington, Ohio River commerce provided
coal for the company's glass furnaces, but histori
cal documents indicate that sand was purchased
from Missouri and lead from Illinois. Ralph Gray
and Robert Hemingray, the founders and owners,
produced apothecary glassware, chemical appara
tus, decanters, fruit jars, lamp glasses, lightning
rods, packing bottles, perfumery glass, pickling
bottles, telegraph insulators, and tumblers. The
Hemingray Glass Company is well documented in
the 1870 U.S. Census Manufacturing Schedule.
According to that source, the firm made a capital
investment of $250,000 and had 209 employees, 67
of them, or nearly one-third, children. Owing to
the extreme heat of summer, the glassworkers were
furloughed during July and August. Production
materials were valued at $87,350, wages of $88,631
were paid, and sales amounted to $192,000. Flint
ware, fruitware, greenware, and lantern ware were
the company's products listed. Hemingray Glass
received 11 U.S. patents for advances in glass man
ufacturing during its stay in Covington: 4 for im
provements in the manufacture of canning jars, 4
for advances in glass telegraph insulators, and 3 for
manufacturing techniques. Robert Hemingray's

sion. These African Americans, drafted into the

liam H. Martin Jr., a veteran of World War I, was

selected as its first commander. In May 1932Charles
H. Bishop became the new commander at an in
stallation held at the Knights of Pythias Hall. In
July of that year, a minstrel show was presented un
der the sponsorship of Post No. 166 at its post home,
Prospect and Wheeler Sts. In December 1941 Post
No. 166 was reactivated just before Pearl Harbor.
The Charles L. Henderson American Legion Post
No. 166 remains an active part of the community.
“Legion to Install," KP, May 6, 1932,7.
“Officers Installed," KP, May 10, 1932, 2.
“Plan Minstrel Show,” KP, July 19, 1932, 1.
Reis, Jim. “All Quiet on the Home Front Then Came
Pearl Harbor.” KP, December 7, 1998, 4K.

“Seeking Kin of Dead Soldier," KTS, November 4,
1919, 28.

“Selects Start Soldier Life,” KP, April 1, 1918, 1.
“Soldier's Kin Sought,” KP, November 4, 1919, 1.
“To Form Negro Post.” KP, September 1, 1919, 2.
“To Give Minstrel Show,” KP, July 24, 1932,8.
Theodore H. H. Harris
HENDERSON-ROUSE TAVERN. Located on

the Dry Ridge Trace (now U.S. 25, the Dixie
Highway), on the south side of Crittenden, this
six-room log tavern is said to have been built in
1815 by Joseph Meyers. The first proprietor was
county magistrate James Theobald, who operated
the tavern until 1822. The tavern was large for its
day, with three rooms on the first floor and three
on the second floor. Each room was about 20 feet

Pertinent Real Estate Actions, 1815–1899. Nota

sulga, Ala., Glenn Drummond, 1994.
uation, and Final Mitigation Excavations at Cov

ington's Riverfront Redevelopment Phase 2 Site,

1822. He served as the tavern owner and operator,
a farmer, a schoolmaster, and a Baptist minister
until his death in 1846. His family continued to
operate the tavern afterward. During the Civil
War, the property and the tavern suffered consid
erable damage when the area was occupied by the
18th Michigan Regiment of the U.S. Army. With
other changes brought about by time, the tavern
became a private residence.
Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
John B. Conrad

On September 1, 1919, World War I veterans in
Covington decided to honor their fallen comrades
by organizing an American Legion post. Hender
son was honored by the naming of the Charles L.
Henderson American Legion Post No. 166. Wil

1871 patent for a threaded glass insulator heralded

Genheimer, Robert A. “Archaeological Testing, Eval

the 340 acres of land that included the tavern in

Tardenois, France.

a shift of focus to mass production of first telegraph
and then telephone and electric insulators, which
were the firm's mainstay product for the next six
decades, well past the company's move away from
Kentucky.
Drummond, Glenn. Hemingray Glass Company,
Covington, Kentucky: A Chronological Listing of

were prepared and carried by slave children into
the dining room.
Rev. Thomas Henderson of Scott Co. acquired

square. The south room on the first floor was the
barroom. Heated by a large fireplace when neces
sary, it contained a writing desk, tables, chairs, and
a bar along one wall. This room also served as the

HENRY, JOSEPHINE W. (b. February 22, 1843,
Newport, Ky; d. January 8, 1928, Versailles, Ky).
Josephine Williamson Henry, a writer, teacher, and
women's rights activist, was the daughter of Cap
tain Euclid and Mary Kirby Williamson and the
niece of Captain John A. Williamson, steamboat
line owner and developer of the Central Bridge
across the Ohio River at Newport. When Josephine
was age 15, she and her family moved to Versailles,
in Woodford Co., where she lived for the remain

der of her life. She became an accomplished musi
cian and gave piano lessons in her home. She also
taught for several years at the Versailles Academy
for Ladies. She married Confederate Army vet
eran Capt. William Henry, and they had a son,
Frederick V. Henry, born in 1868. Captain Henry
was also a teacher; he started the Henry Academy
for Boys in Versailles. Josephine joined the Ken
tucky Equal Rights Association and espoused
many of their ideas. In 1888 she began to campaign
for voting rights for women and the following
year attacked repressive Kentucky laws dealing
with women's property rights. In 1890 Josephine
Henry became the first woman in Kentucky to run
for an elected state office; she was defeated in her

effort to become clerk of the Kentucky Court of
Appeals.
Henry's son, Frederick, began publishing a
newspaper, which he called the Versailles Clarion.
In 1891, while in Chicago researching a story for
his newspaper, he was killed during a train derail
ment. It is believed that her son's death caused

Henry to become an ardent agnostic. She devel
oped a great disdain for biblical teachings and
for Christianity in general. Henry was physically
small; she looked more like a schoolmarm than the

dynamic speaker and fiery suffragette she later be
came. She detested many things about the mar
riage ceremony, especially that the bride had to
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give up her surname and promise to obey her hus
band and that the bride was given away like chattel
by her father. Henry also wanted women to stop
using Miss or Mrs. before their name, since most
men used no similar designation. She proposed
that male children carry their mother's surname
and female children use their father's. In her view

marriage and divorce were the world's biggest
problems, and marriage was the worse of the two.
She claimed that by Kentucky law it was almost a
crime to be a married woman.

Henry wrote two books, Marriage and Di

country by the early 17th century. He was the son
of slave-owning Virginians Lewis and Frances
Thompson Herndon. Elijah Herndon arrived in
Campbell Co. before 1800, and on August 30, 1813,
he joined the 4th Regiment of the Kentucky Mili
tia, whose captain was Squire Grant (see Grant
Family) and whose commander was Gen. Wil
liam Henry Harrison, the future president. Hern
don and his company participated in the Battle of

about nine months later at Good Samaritan Hos

pital, Cincinnati. She was buried at the Mount
Zion Cemetery in New Richmond, Ohio.
Ohio Death Certificate No. 37811, for the year 1951.
“OliveVail Hershfield Dies, Prominent Dance Teacher,"
CE, June 16, 1951, 12.

“Widely Known Dance Instructor Succumbs," KP,
June 15, 1951, 1.

the Thames at Chatham, Ontario, where Shawnee

HESLER. Hesler is a town in Owen Co., located

Indian Chief Tecumseh was killed. Herndon was

near the intersection of Ky. Rts, 845 and 227. It was
founded in 1820 by Daniel McCarthy Payne of
Lexington, who purchased its sitefrom Jacob Hesler.
Hesler, an early settler, was instrumental in Owen
Co.'s formation in 1819. Payne's plat of the town
featured a square at the center, on which was
planned a courthouse and a jail. Hesler's residence

married three times and fathered 12 children. He

vorce and Women and the Bible. Because of her

and his wife Catherine donated the land on which

extreme views concerning religion and marriage,
many in the women's rights movement opposed
her, and she was later expelled from the Ken
tucky Equal Rights Association as an undesirable

the Mount Gilead Methodist Church at Carthage
in Campbell Co. was built. Mary Gregg Herndon,
a daughter, married William Evermont Bryan on
October 21, 1845. Another daughter, Elizabeth,

member. However, in 1920 the National American

married Simeon Dicken; their son Absolom Co

(used as a courtroom for some time) was also on

Woman Suffrage Association presented to Jose
phine Henry its Pioneer Distinguished Service

lumbus Dicken wrote a Civil War diary about
his days as a Confederate. On April 18, 1806, Elijah
Herndon bought 130 acres of land in Campbell
Co. on Washington Trace for $260 from Benjamin
Beall and had it surveyed by William Kennedy.

the square, which, in turn, was surrounded by 194
lots, each having a frontage of 66 feet and a depth
of 198 feet. Payne had visions of a growing town

award for her lifetime of dedication to women's is

sues. Henry suffered a stroke in December 1927
and died about a month later, at age 84. She was

buried in a nondescript grave in the Versailles
Cemetery, where a simple marker was erected,
bearing only her name. Now nearly a century after
her death, the fiery suffragette is all but forgotten,
even in her home state. However, aided by the te
nacity of her convictions, many of the causes she
espoused have come to fruition.

There, in 1818, he built a house from bricks that

had been used as a ship's ballast. The house still
stands. According to Elijah's great-grandson Rob
ert Herndon, who died in 1973, the noted author
Harriet Beecher Stowe had visited in the Herndon
home and referred to it in Uncle Tom's Cabin. Eli

jah Herndon died in 1849 and was buried in the
Mount Gilead Methodist Church Cemetery.

“Josephine W. Henry,” LCI, August 20, 1995, sec. D,
p. 1.

Campbell County Kentucky History and Genealogy.

Orr, John. “Josephine W. Henry—A Pioneer for
Women's Rights.” Connections Magazine, March

Falmouth, Ky: Falmouth Outlook, 1978.
Wessling, Jack. Early History of Campbell County
Kentucky. Alexandria, Ky: Privately published,

1997, 6.

“Pioneer Woman Is Dead,” LC), January 9, 1928.

1997.

and very likely of selling off the lots for a profit.
In 1821 part of Gallatin Co., below New Liberty
and Bromley, was added to Owen Co., making Hesler
no longer the geographic center of the county.
Therefore, on January 15, 1822, the court ordered
that the county seat be removed to lands owned by
William B. Forsee, James Gess, and Andrew Parker,

where the city of Owenton is located today.
During the mid-1920s, Hesler was referred to
as one of the most flourishing places in the county.
It had four stores, two garages, two blacksmith
shops, two cream stations, a barbershop, a bank, a
church, an elementary school, and a number of
progressive-minded citizens. In 1996 city water
came to Hesler when additional mains were built

Jack Wessling
HERITAGE ACADEMY. This Christian school

by the Tri-Village Water District through the area,
along with a 150,000 gallon water storage tank.

HERSHFIELD, OLIVE S. VAIL (b. October 11,

for students in grades K–12 was founded in the

early 1980s by Rev. Cleddie Keith, the pastor of
Heritage Fellowship (Assembly of God) in Flor
ence, Ky. The primary purpose of Heritage Acad
emy, a Christ-centered alternative to secular edu
cation, is to train students in the knowledge of God
and the Christian way of life and to give students
an excellent education. The teachers at Heritage
Academy aspire to foster the development of the
whole child: one who is spiritually alert, morally
sound, and emotionally and intellectually mature.

1903, Bellevue, Ky.; d. June 14, 1951, Cincinnati,
Ohio). Olive Vail Hershfield, a well-known per
former and dance instructor, was the daughter of
Willard and Eliza Mae Hale Vail. Her father
worked as a commission merchant and real estate

agent. The family moved to 307 Berry Ave. in Bel
levue when Olive was four years old. Early in life,
she developed a keen interest in dancing and began
teaching dancing when she was just 11. She gradu
ated from Bellevue High School and later the
Schuster-Martin School of Dramatics in Cincin

state area. Classes at the school are small, with an

elementary student-teacher ratio of 18:1 and a high
school ratio of 22:1. In 2005 the school's enroll

ment was 265; in 2006 Heritage Academy gradu
ated 18 high school seniors.
Gutierrez, Karen. “Grad's Odyssey Gets Last Twist,"
KE, May 22, 2006, 1A.

Gail Chastang
HERNDON, ELIJAH (b. November 27, 1774,

Goochland Co., Va.; d. July 26, 1849, Carthage,
Ky). Early settler and Indian-fighter Elijah Hern
don was a descendant of European kings and colo
nial governors. His forebears had come to this

1976.

Johnson, Omer. “Expansion Quenches Owen's Thirst

The first administrator of the school was Mal

colm Pugh. Students come from all over the tri

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,

nati and then operated a dance studio in Bellevue
for about 10 years, where she had 250 pupils. Later
she studied under some of the top dance masters in
New York City; Paris, France; and Berlin, Ger
many. In 1931 she went to Hollywood, where she
appeared in the movie The Spirit of Notre Dame.
Olive later danced with the Ziegfield Follies and
with George White's Scandals and also toured
with an RKO dance troupe. During her stellar ca
reer, she performed in 10 countries and mastered
numerous native dances. She married Larry Her
shfield, and the couple was childless. She retired

for Water," KP February 14, 1996,8A.
Vertical files, Owen Co. Public Library, Owenton, Ky.
Doris Riley
HEVING BROTHERS (John Aloysius Heving,
b. April 29, 1896, Covington, Ky.; d. December 24,
1968, Salisbury, N.C.; Joseph William Heving, b.
September 2, 1900, Covington, Ky.; d. April 11,
1970, Covington, Ky). The Heving brothers, John
and Joe, professional baseball players, were the two
youngest sons of a German immigrant family of
six boys and two girls. Their parents were Frank
and Louise Busse Heving. They became involved
in the trades of their father and other close rela

tives, which were brick making (see Brickyards)
and carpentry. In their youth the brothers relished
informal games on the local baseball sandlots, lit
tle realizing the place baseball was going to occupy
in their lives.

from dancing in 1941 to take a position with the

The older brother, John, played locally with the

U.S. Post Office Department, in Washington, D.C.
She was diagnosed with a heart problem in Sep
tember 1950, at age 47, and died of the malady

Holy Cross Standards and the Covington Chesters
as a catcher. He left in 1920 at the age of 24 for Bat
tle Creek, Mich., to play for a minor league team in

HIGHLAND AVE. WESLEYAN CHURCH

Ontario, Canada. It was there that he met and mar

HIGHFIELD. Highfield is a home located in

ried Ruth Matthews; the couple had one daughter,
June. Other minor league cities where John Hev
ing played included Tulsa, Okla.; Mobile, Ala.; and
Toledo, Ohio. He was called up to the major league
to play for the St. Louis Browns in 1920, played
with the American League's Boston Red Sox be

Owenton in Owen Co., at the corner of N. Adams

and E. Blanton Sts., across from the First Baptist
Church. The original tract of land included the en
tire eastern section of Owenton and was purchased
by Robert Parker in 1785 from the State of Vir
ginia. In about 1839, Willis Roberts purchased this

tween 1924 and 1930, and finished his career with

land and constructed the home now on the site in

the league's Philadelphia Athletics in 1932. A high
light in his career was playing in the 1931 World
Series against the National League's St. Louis Car
dinals. After completing his playing career, John
became a minor league manager. He retired from
professional baseball in 1950. Heving died in 1968
at the age of 72 in N.C. and was buried at the Rowan
Memorial Park Cemetery in Salisbury, N.C.
John was influential in persuading his younger
brother Joe to give up his job as a carpenter and
join a minor league team in Bartlesville, Okla., as
an outfielder. Joe also played for teams in Topeka,

about 1840. The home was owned and occupied for
101 years by members of the Roberts family. Dur
ing the 1850s, John C. Breckinridge, campaigning
for Congress, spoke from the porch at Highfield

Kans; Portsmouth, Va.; Asheville, N.C.; and Mem

phis, Tenn. The National League's New York Gi
ants called him up to the majors in 1930. They

(see Sweet Owen).

“Athletics Drop Heving." NYT, June 22, 1933, S7.
James, Bill, et al., eds. Stats All-Time Major League
Handbook. Skokie, Ill: Stats, 1998.

"Joe Heving,65, Giant Pitcher." NYT, April 13, 1970,41.
Rutledge, Mike. "Covington Brothers Played in Big

League," KP. May 4, 2004,3K.
Joe Heving Jr.

During the late 1940s, the church began looking
for a building that was located outside the New
port flood district. They purchased the old First
Church of the Nazarene building in Newport at
Seventh and Putnam Sts. in 1950 (see Nazarenes).

The Newport Baptist Tabernacle purchased a par
sonage in town at 46 15th St. in 1954.
After World War II, most inner-city churches
began losing members, as many people moved to
the suburbs. It soon became apparent that if the
Newport Baptist Tabernacle was to survive, it would
need to find a new site outside the city, where a
modern facility with ample parking could be built.

The lumber used in the original house, which

In 1973 the church contracted with the Roman

had six rooms and two halls, was cut from trees

Catholic order of the Sisters of Good Shepherd to
purchase several acres of adjacentlandalong High
land Ave. in Fort Thomas. The old church building
in Newport was sold and a new, modern, 525-seat
sanctuary was built on the Fort Thomas property.
The church was pleasantly surprised when about a
dozen of the Sisters of Good Shepherd, their next
door neighbors at Our Lady of the Highlands,
attended the Baptist church's dedication service on
April 11, 1976. After the move, the church's name
was changed to the Highland Ave. Baptist Taber
nacle. The financial burden of building the new

growing on the grounds. The window and door fac
ings, along with the frames and doors, were made
by hand. The original singles were hand-hewn. The
hand-carved stairway rail and spokes (baluster) are
made of cherry. The risers, treads, and floors are
ash. The present two-story log cabin at the rear of
the home replaced former slave quarters and was
once used as a summer kitchen.

added him to their roster as an outfielder, but he

was later switched to a relief pitcher. He pitched
throughout the rest of his career. His first major
league pitching victory came close to his home
town when he beat the Cincinnati Reds at Crosley
Field in Ohio on May 3, 1930. In his baseball career
he played with the New York Giants, the American
League's Chicago White Sox, the Cleveland Indi
ans, the Boston Red Sox, and the National League's
Boston Braves, finishing his career with the last
team in 1945. He was jokingly referred to as the
only grandfather playing major league ball in 1942.
During his early career, he married Emily Bubben
hoffer, and they had one daughter, Evelyn. Later, he
married Nancy Abner Carlson, who had two chil
dren, Jimmy and Vendela, by former marriages.
Together, Joe and Nancy Heving had one daughter,
Joelene, and one son, Joe Jr. Joe Heving loved to
share stories of his baseball-playing years with
family and friends. “One mild regret in my life," he
once said, “was the fact that I never pitched for the
Covington Blues," Covington's short-lived 1913 en
try in the startup Federal League (see Covington
Blue Sox). After retirement from professional base
ball, Joe continued to play with teams in Northern
Kentucky and at times was honored by the Cincin
nati Reds at their annual "Old Timers" games. Joe
died in 1970 in Covington and was buried at St.
Mary Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.
In 2004 the city of Covington honored John
and Joe Heving and their baseball careers by plac
ing a Kentucky State Historical Marker in the city
and conducting a ceremony attended by officials
and local relatives. The marker was fittingly placed
near a park where in times past there was a sandlot
for enjoying the game of baseball.
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Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,
H976.

church seemed insurmountable to the small con

Vertical files, Owen Co. Public Library, Owenton, Ky.

gregation; however, through the sacrificial giving
Doris Riley
HIGHLAND AVE. BAPTIST TABERNA
CLE. This church owes its existence to the dedi

cated efforts of Miss Maggie Kuhnhein. In July
1914, the First Baptist Church of Newport sent
her to start mission work among poor mothers and
their families in the West End of Newport. The
women began worshipping together in a house at
327 W. Sixth St., Newport. As the group grew, they
moved services to a larger house at Seventh and
Brighton Sts. and began calling themselves the
Brighton Street Baptist Church. The congregation
soon outgrew that building, leading some men

of dedicated members, all church debt was retired

by 1992.
Pastor Harmon Eggleston retired as pastor in
April 1981 and subsequently took a position as pas
tor to the senior members of Calvary Baptist
Church in Latonia. Rev. Floyd Arnold served as in
terim pastor at the Highland Ave. Baptist Taber
nacle until Rev. Jack Holmes Jr. was hired as senior

pastor in July 1981. Rev. Holmes served until 1984,
when a retired Ohio schoolteacher, Rev. Ray Shep
herd, became pastor. Shepherd resigned in 1993,
and Rev. John Harrison Jr. served as pastor until
2000. The present pastor is Rev. David Simpson,
who has been there since 2001. The current mem

connected with the church to builda crude wooden

bership of Highland Ave. Baptist Tabernacle is

structure, with sawdust floors, nearby at Eighth
and Brighton Sts. The first service was held in the
new building on Sunday morning November 23,
1919, with Rev. Harry Drake delivering the ser

about 250.

mon. Within a short time, crowds of 300 to 400

worshippers were attending. From the beginning,
the church endeavored to hire well-educated,

highly qualified men to lead the congregation. In
1920 they employed their first full-time pastor,
Rev. O. J. Steger, who in 1952 became pastor of the
First Baptist Church of Newport. They hired as his
assistant D. B. Eastep, who later served for 35 years
as pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in Latonia.
In the early 1930s, the Brighton Street Baptist
Church changed its name to the Newport Baptist
Tabernacle. In 1939 the congregation hired a dedi
cated young pastor, Rev. Harmon Eggleston, who
remained pastor for the next 42 years. During his
tenure, he discontinued the practice of passing of
fering plates, preferring to have donation boxes
placed at the doors of the church. During the
1940s, Eggleston had a regular local radio program
on station WCPO and later on station WKKY.

History of The First Baptist Church, Eighth and
York Streets, Newport, Kentucky. Newport, Ky:
First Baptist Church, 1987.
Turner, Robert. “History of the Highland Avenue
Baptist Tabernacle, 1911–2006,” Highland Avenue
Baptist Tabernacle, Fort Thomas, Ky.

Jack Wessling
HIGHLAND AVE. WESLEYAN CHURCH.

Covington's Highland Ave. Wesleyan Church is
one of the oldest of the congregations in Northern
Kentucky that developed into the Pilgrim Holiness
Church. The "Pilgrims" were one of the parent bod
ies of the Wesleyan Church of today. The roots of
the Highland Ave. Wesleyan Church go back to
1893, when Rev. Richmond Reed, Rev. L. Shumate,

and Rev. John Kennett opened a mission in Cov
ington that became known as the Lifeboat Mis
sion. The mission cooperated with the evangelistic
work of the God's Bible School's Salvation Boat of

Cincinnati. A permanent location for the mission
was purchased by God's Bible School in 1917 at the
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corner of Pike and Banklick Sts. in Covington,
where as many as six services were conducted
each week. Often they were preceded by open-air
street meetings, accompanied by singing and brass
bands.

On May 15, 1918, under the direction of Rev.
Lawrence Wade, the ministry became a part of the
International Apostolic Holiness Church. The con
gregation purchased the property it was using from
God's Bible School on September 15, 1920. In 1922,
following the merger of the denomination, the
church's official name became the Pilgrim Holi
ness Church of Covington. Yet, for many years

and the church opened its doors to the Week Day
School of Religion, which was attended by 165
children per week at one time. Freels remained
pastor for 12 years. From 1982 to 1986, the pastor
was Rev. Daniel Eckart, a gifted writer who authored
several denominational articles while in Coving
ton. During the 1980s the bus service was halted in
response to economic and other pressures. Rev.
Roger Atwood, who followed Eckart, ministered
for a short time and was followed by Rev. Donald
Lane, who was the minister from 1987 to 1991. The

During Wade's tenure, the Kentucky District con
ference was held at the Pilgrim Holiness Church.
Rev. C. L. Wireman became pastor in 1923,
and then Rev. A. A. Price in 1925. During Price's
tenure, the frame building at Pike and Banklick
was replaced with a fine brick structure. In 1927

Latonia Wesleyan Church, whose attendance had
declined greatly, merged on June 30, 1990, with the
Highland Ave, church, and the facilities in Cov
ington were improved. In 1991 Wright again
served as interim pastor prior to the arrival of Rev.
Kevin Barnsdale in January 1992. Many heating
and cooling improvements at the church and the
parsonage were made under Barnsdale. In 1993 the
church celebrated its centennial anniversary. On

Rev. Plennie Williams and his wife served as co

November 10, 2002, Rev. F. Keith Biddle became

thereafter it was known as the Pike Street Mission.

pastors, and a year later, they were followed by Rev.
Thomas Bishop. The former Kentucky District su
perintendent Rev. J. T. Johnson was pastor from
1929 to 1933. The second floor of the facility was
finished as a parsonage during his term. In 1934
Rev. E. E. Leadingham was called as pastor, but he
remained only a short time because he was elected
to serve as Kentucky District superintendent. Lead
ingham was succeeded by Rev. Maurice Finger.
In 1939, during the tenure of the next minister,
Rev. F. M. Singleton, the church paid its building
debt in full. Also under Singleton, a house and lot
for a parsonage were acquired on the corner of
Homesdale Ct. and Madison Ave. in Covington.
In 1949 Rev. Ralph Tromble assumed the pastor
ate. When Tromble was appointed district super
intendent in 1954, his term was completed by Dr.
J. R. Mitchell, then dean of theology at God's Bible
School.

In February 1955, Rev. E. R. Mitchell began his
14-year pastorate. In December 1955 the congrega

tion purchased property for the construction of a
new worship structure at 729 Highland Ave. in
Covington. With that purchase came an adjacent
lot on W. 19th St. that included a splendid old
home, which served and continues to serve as a

parsonage. Groundbreaking Day at the new site,
with Rev. R. A. Beltz as the guest speaker, was Sep
tember 16, 1956. On November 24, 1957, the church

cornerstone was laid, and in spring 1958 the first
services were held on Highland Ave. in the church
basement. The new church was dedicated on May
11, 1958, with Rev. William Neff, general superin
tendent as guest speaker.
In 1968 the Pilgrim Holiness Church merged
with the Methodist Church of America, creating
the denomination of the Wesleyan Church in the
holiness tradition. Consequently, the church be
came known as the Covington Highland Avenue
Wesleyan Church on June 26 of that year, and Rev.
Mitchell moved to a new ministry. In 1969 Rev.
Hansel D. Wright served as the interim pastor. The
year 1970 brought the arrival of Rev. Larry Freels,
who directed an energetic outreach. Four buses
were transporting individuals to Sunday services,

pastor.

"Covington Church Celebrated 100-Year journey."
KP September 18, 1993,9K.
F. Keith Biddle
HIGHLAND CEMETERY. Located at the inter

section of the Dixie Highway (U.S. 25) and I-75 in
Fort Mitchell, Highland Cemetery has the second
largest acreage of all cemeteries in Kentucky and
the largest in Northern Kentucky. Locally, only
Evergreen Cemetery in Southgate has more
burials. Highland Cemetery was dedicated in 1869,
just as the burial lands at the old CraigStreet Burial
Grounds and at the Linden Grove Cemetery,
both in Covington, were approaching their capaci
ties. Adolph Strauch, a Prussian immigrant and a
landscape gardener of the Spring Grove Cemetery
in Cincinnati, came to Fort Mitchell to help layout
the new cemetery; George A. Yates washired as the
site's surveyor. Highland Cemetery's first burial
was Mary Ann Blythe, on June 12, 1869. Her body
was re-interred from Linden Grove Cemetery.
During the late 1870s, some 1,700 graves were
moved from the CraigStreet Burial Grounds to the
new suburban Highland Cemetery. Located along
the old Covington and Lexington Turnpike
three miles south of Covington, the Highland
Cemetery was originally farmland owned by the
Hagerty and Sandford families, consisting of three
parcels, a total of 114 acres. The developers of High
land Cemetery paid $27,205 for these properties.
The approximately 2,000 people who attended the
grand dedication were offered the opportunity to
purchase subscription books as down payments on

son, artist Dixie Selden, and Jerome Respess,
owner of the 1909 Kentucky Derby winner, Win
tergreen. The grounds of the cemetery offer a con
tinuously evolving and a veritable history lesson
on Northern Kentucky and its citizens. The most
impressive monument there belongs to Covington
banker J. D. Shutt, who is entombed alone within

a massive mausoleum; on itstop is a life-size bronze
likeness of Shutt. A number of eccentric activities

have taken place at the cemetery over the years. In
1909, for example, 11 days after the death of Brad
ford Shinkle (a brother of Vincent Shinkle, one of

the cemetery's founders), a guard was instructed to
open his casket hourly in the holding vault, because
Bradford Shinkle had feared being buried alive.
As of April 19, 2006, there were 44.912 inter
ments spread across Highland Cemetery's 251 acres.
In recent years, the cemetery owners have acquired
the more-than-100-acre Independence Cemetery
in southern Kenton Co.; and in 1995 about five

acres of the Fort Mitchell cemetery were commit
ted for use as the Highland Pet Cemetery, where an
array of pets now rest. Cliff, a beloved Covington
canine officer who lived during the 1990s, was bur
ied in the Highland Pet Cemetery in a formal po
lice ceremony in early August 1998. Today, nature
lovers and other visitors are drawn to the Highland
Cemetery's miles of walking trails that traverse the
property's rolling hills, along with many species of
plants and wildlife.
"Area History Buried in Ft. Mitchell's Highland Cem
etery," KE, January 5, 1975, 6.
“Feared Burial Alive. Casket Is Guarded,” KP, June 10,
1909, 2.

Highland Cemetery. www.highlandcemetery.com
(accessed on April 19, 2006).

Linden, Blanche M. G. "Adolph Strauch's Landscape
Plan," QCH53. no. 1 (Spring-Summer 1995): 30
45.

Reis, Jim. “Highland Envisioned as Place of Solitude,

Beauty for Burial," KP June 25, 2001,4K.
Sharon Jobert

graves. This offer was a means to start cash flowing

HIGHLAND COUNTRY CLUB. The High
land Country Club was a continuation of the In
verness Country Club, the first golf club in North
ern Kentucky and the second one in metropolitan
Cincinnati. It was developed in 1896 by Samuel
Bigstaff (1845–1912) and his business partners.
Located in the District of the Highlands (Fort
Thomas), the nearly 25-acre site lay along a former
streetcarline (Memorial Pkwy). The connection to
the streetcar line was important because it allowed
easy access to and from Covington, Newport, and
Cincinnati. The majority of the club's 400 mem
berslived in Covington. The property wasbounded

into the business.

by the Newport Waterworks, Southgate Ave., and

Many prominent Northern Kentuckians have
been laid to rest at Highland Cemetery. Some of
the better-known families buried there are the

Bruces, the Ernsts, the Fisks, the Hemingrays, the
Shinkles, the Stewarts, and the Wares; individuals

interred at Highland Cemetery include actress
Una Merkel, Confederate general James Morri
son Hawes, Medal of Honor winner Cavalry M.
Young, Confederate spy Henry Thomas Harri

Mount Pleasant Rd. (N. Fort Thomas Ave.), and

one of the nine holeslay across the streetcar tracks,
requiring a player to cross the tracks to the fairway
located on the waterworks grounds. Wishing to
enlarge the course, members unsuccessfully sought
to acquire adjacent property. Furthermore, the
club had only leased its grounds, and members
found that the lease could not be renewed. After

the clubhouse was destroyed by a fire, the Inverness

HIGHLAND UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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Club closed in 1909. Houses on four new streets,

north across Blossom Ln. After one false start,

U.S. Census Bureau, "American FactFinder. DataSet.

Dixie Pl, and Hartweg, Rosemont, and Strathmore

members finally raised enough money to buy ad
ditional land and enlarged the course to 18 holes in
1983. Even though residential sites and I-471, a

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent

Aves, were built at the club's former location. Club

members wanted to utilize the undeveloped hill
sides in the southern part of Fort Thomas, and they
looked for a new location within walking distance
of the streetcar line, which ended close to the inter
section of S. Fort Thomas Ave. and Alexandria Pk.

(U.S. 27).

While some Covington members joined the
new Fort Mitchell Country Club, a determined
group of former Inverness members bought three
parcels of land on the west side of Alexandria Pk.
for $9,750. These properties, which were located
near the streetcar line and close by the intersection
of S. Fort Thomas Ave. and Alexandria Pk. (U.S.

27), had been an orchard of apple, cherry, and
peach trees, most of which were removed from the
new links. Created with $200,000 in capital and
with 78 members, the Highland Country Club,
with only tennis courts and nine golfholes, opened
on Labor Day in 1915. A large crowd gathered and
viewed the plans for the proposed clubhouse. The
course was completed and ready for play on April
15, 1916, and the wooden clubhouse, with two

busy interstate highway, surround its grounds,

HIGHLAND

Highland Country Club received recognition as
an Audubon wildlife sanctuary in 1999. Early
morning viewers catch frequent glimpses of deer,
foxes, and wild turkeys. At all hours, rabbits, squir
rels, and raccoons attempt to share the course with
the players. Songbirds are abundant, and owls and
falcons have been spotted too.
When the Fort Thomas Military Reservation
was active, its officers were given golfing privileges
at the club's course, a perquisite that may have
contributed to the local post's excellent reputation
among officers. For many years, it was said, the Fort
Thomas post assignment was first choice for West
Point Academy graduates.

CHURCH. Founded in 1830, the Highland

Reis, Jim "A Mover and Shaker Little Remembered

Today." In Pieces of the Past, by Jim Reis, 2: 61.
Covington, Ky. Kentucky Post, 1991.
Skyzinski, Rich, “The U.S. Amateur Turns 100," Golf

Journal, August 2000.
Betty Maddox Daniels

locker rooms and three bowling lanes with hand
set pins in the basement. The clubhouse was the
scene of many social activities in the city and the
county, including organized dances, wedding re
ceptions, high school formal events, dinners, and
fundraisers.

On the hilly nine-hole golf course, golf profes
sionals gave lessons and managed the course, and
some of the early pros even made hickory-shafted
golf clubs for members. Since the Inverness club

HIGHLAND HEIGHTS. Formerly, the com
bined area of present-day Fort Thomas and High
land Heights was known as “The Highlands."
When Henry Stanbery incorporated the District

house in 1968, but no lives were lost. As recon

struction began on the original foundation, golf
ing activities continued. The new clubhouse, whose
main dining room and bar area looked out toward
the rolling course and its background hills, was
opened in 1969. A large swimming pool and tennis
courts built adjacent to the clubhouse provide var.
ied activities for member families and their guests.
Since 1924, club members had discussed add

ing a second nine holes for golf on property to the

United Methodist Church, located between Me

morial Pkwy. and N. Fort Thomas Ave. across from
Highlands High School, is the oldest church in
Fort Thomas.

The congregation originally met at Mount
Pleasant, the home of William and Alice Taliaferro

at now 1819 N. Fort Thomas Ave., in what was orig
inally known as the District of the Highlands
(Fort Thomas). The gathering of worshippers at
the Taliaferro house was considered a Methodist

church. In 1832 a one-room log structure was built
on land donated by the Taliaferro family, on the
edge of their property and now at the intersection
of Holly Ln. and N. Fort Thomas Ave. This build
ing served as the Mount Pleasant Methodist
Church and School and often was used as the com

munity's meeting place; for a brief period, the
building was also shared with a Baptist church.
In the early years, the ministers of the church
horseback. In 1852 the cabin was replaced with a
frame church building in town at what is now E.
Southgate St. and N. Fort Thomas Ave. At that
time, the church also was referred to as the Mount
Pleasant Church. It housed one of Fort Thomas's

early public schools, which attracted students from
Newport as well as from homes and communities
located nearby on the banks of the Licking River.
With the building of the Fort Thomas Mili
tary Reservation during the 1890s in the south

built a model home at the corner of Renshaw Rd.

end of town, the social center of the area shifted. At
and Main Ave. A streetcar line (see streetcars)
was extended from S. Fort Thomas Ave. to the area,

Highland Country Club was an outgrowth of
the former club, many of Highland's golfers par
ticipated in the association's tournaments over the
years. One of the tournament golfers from the
Highland Country Club was Johnnie Fischer, who
won the 1932 NCAA Collegiate Golf Champion
ship. Fischer found himself stymied on the 18th
green in the 1936 U.S. Amateur Tournament in his
match with Scotsman Jack McLean. In a spectacu
lar play, Fischer hit his golf ball over his opponent's
golf ball to tie the hole and went on to win the
match in extra-hole play.
Membership at Highland Country Club was
limited to men until the 1950s, when golf became
more popular with women; then they became mem
bers also. A fire in the kitchen destroyed the club

METHODIST

of the Highlands (today Fort Thomas) in 1867, he
did not include the portion now known as High
land Heights, which was referred to in deeds at that
time as the Highland Baby Farms. In 1917 the
Highlands Real Estate and Investment Company

had been instrumental in the formation of the
Greater Cincinnati Golf Association, and since the

UNITED

were the Methodist circuit riders, who arrived on

floors and a basement, was completed in July. It
contained a dining room, a ballroom, and a kitchen
on the first floor, an office on the second floor, and

Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov.

in an attempt to encourage development, but little
occurred. Residents proposed incorporation in
1927 and asked that the city be known as Highland
Heights. When incorporated, the new city had ex
actly 125 residents, the minimum required by law.
The first city building was located on Renshaw Rd.,

the same time, Samuel Bigstaff, a land developer
and streetcar promoter, was building homes in
Fort Thomas in the vicinity of what is now N. Fort
Thomas Ave. and Memorial Pkwy. In 1899 Bigstaff
decided it would be advantageous to have a church
in his development, so he donated two lots to the
Mount Pleasant Church's congregation, moving
its location closer to the center of town.

but a $1.25 million facility was built in 1980 on

Johns Hill Rd. on the ground once occupied by the
Claradan Fishing Lake (see fishing). Over the
years, several attempts have been made to merge
Highland Heights with the Campbell Co. commu
nities of Cold Spring and Crestview, but to no avail.
Development in the area was sluggish until North
ern Kentucky State College (now Northern Ken
tucky University) arrived in 1972. Construction
of I-471 and I-275 (see Expressways) has also con
tributed to the city's growth. Many businesses have
come to the city, and several housing developments
have been built. Today, Highland Heights is a flour

ishing small city, easily reached from almost any
where in the tri-state area. In 1990 the city had a
population of 4,223; by 2000 it had grown to 6,554.
In 2008 Highland Heights annexed the campus of
Northern Kentucky University.
Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky: 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria, Ky.
Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.

Plans for the new church building called for a
60-by-94-footstone Gothic structure. After $6,000
of the $16,000 needed to erect the church building
had been collected, the women of the church raised

most of the remaining funds to cover construc
tion costs through dinners and ice cream socials.
The dedication of the new church, now named

Highland Methodist Episcopal Church, took place
on July 29, 1900. Concert soprano soloist Mary
Hissem DeMoss, a California, Ky., native who
performed in New York City's Carnegie Hall, sang
for those attending.
Owing to an increase in the size of the congre
gation and the church's growing educational needs,
the Highland Methodist Church built an educa
tional building during 1923 and 1924; the two
story expansion contains not only classroomsbuta
community room, used by groups includingscouts
(see Boy Scouts; Girl Scouts) and by Highlands
High School for its sports banquets. During the
flood of 1937, many displaced residents were
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housed at Highlands High School and ate meals at
the Highland Methodist Church.
The church began to be known for its music
during the 1920s, with the leadership of organist
Daniel Humphrey Davies, a native of Wales. He
was renowned not only in Fort Thomas but also
throughout the Greater Cincinnati area. This tra
dition continues today with organist Carl Relyea, a
graduate of New York City's prestigious Julliard
School of Music.

During World War II, 148 members of the
Highland United Methodist Church served in the
military, and 5 of them died in the war. During
that war, the American Red Cross operated a
surgical dressing unit at the church from 1942
through 1945, making dressings and bandages that
were packed at the church and sent to U.S. military
units serving throughout the world.
In 1954 the present organ was installed; its mag
nificent pipes are located in the front of the sanctu
ary. In 1967 the church started a preschool program
that was the forerunner of the Bluebird Early Learn
ing Center and now is known as the Bluebird Chris
tian Preschool. In September of that same year, the
church's tower was damaged by a fire.
During 1985 the church underwent a major
renovation that included the installation of air

conditioning. Theyears of 1998 through 2006 have
been a time of expansion and change for the High
land United Methodist Church. Dr. Lowell Ford

became its first associate pastor. During this pe
riod, the church gave up one of its lots along N.
Fort Thomas Ave. in order to build a parking lot
that is currently shared with the Fort Thomas
School District. During 2004 and 2005, the church
purchased a house on N. Fort Thomas Ave. known
as the Tudor house for church offices and meeting
roontS.

The front entrance to the church was changed
with the closing of the Avenue of Champions,
originally connecting Memorial Pkwy. with N.
Fort Thomas Ave. The church is now connected

directly with a new plaza that is used as a gather
ing place after church and for an occasional out
door wedding.

1912 and from the Southern Association for col

leges and schools in 1914. In 1915 the high school
moved into a new building at its current location
on Memorial Pkwy. in Fort Thomas. There were 93
students by then, and the school's first football
team took the field that fall. A library was added in
1932, and in 1935 a Highlands High School stu
dent named Jean Megerle was crowned Miss Ken
tucky. A north building was added to the school in
1937, and the current gymnasium opened in 1955.
Extensive renovation was completed in 2007.
Highlands High School is considered one of
the best public high schools in Kentucky for aca
demic and athletic achievement. The student en

rollment is 800, and there are 48 teaching staff

tember 3, 1963, 1.

“New Sunday School for Highlands," KP, April 17,
1924, 1.

Reis, Jim. "A Beacon for Mortality—Methodist Church

where he studied law under the renowned lawyer
Richard Tarvin Baker and was admitted to the

bar in 1871. Hill married Mary Isaphine White on
January 1, 1868, and the couple had five children.
Hill was elected Alexandria police judge in 1872
and served until 1877. He was elected to the Ken

tucky House of Representatives and served 1877–
1881. Afterward, he resumed his law practice in
Newport. Upon the death of Campbell Co. judge
T. P. Makibben in April 1888, Hill was appointed
to succeed him. He served in that position until
1898. Hill became ill at his Alexandria home in

courses. The school was recognized by the Ken
tucky Department of Education as a Pacesetter
School for superior performance on CATS testing
and is a permanent member of the College Board

spring 1900 and died. Both he and his wife are bur
ied in the Alexandria Cemetery.

and Council for Academic Success. Newsweek

magazine ranked Highlands High School as one of
“the 1,000 Best High Schools in America" in 2005
and 2006.

In 2005 Highlands High School's graduating
class led Northern Kentucky with eight National
Merit Finalists and four Commended Students. In
2006 there were four National Merit Finalists and

four Commended Students. The We the People
team, an elective senior government course, won
the state championship and advanced to national
competition in 2003, 2005, and 2006.
Highlands has won 17 state football champi
onships and captured state cross-country cham
pionships in 2002, 2003, and 2004; state soccer
championships in 2005 and 2006; and a women's
track-and-field championship in 2008. Sports that
students may participate in include archery, base
ball,basketball, bowling, cheerleading, cross coun

try, fast-pitch softball, football, golf, swimming
and diving, tennis, track and field, and volleyball.
School organizations include Academic Team;
Blueprints Literary Anthology; Chamber Choir;
Chess Club; Concert Band and Color Guard;

Biographical Cyclopedia of the Commonwealth of

Kentucky. Chicago. John M. Gresham, 1896.
Levin, H., ed. The Lawyers and Lawmakers of Ken
tucky. Chicago. Lewis, 1897.
Reis, Jim. "A Man of Convictions; Hill Rose to Top in
Local Politics,” KP September 22, 2003,5K.
HILLCREST CEMETERY. Hillcrest Cemetery,
a public perpetual-care cemetery, is located two
miles north of Dry Ridge on the west side of U.S. 25
(Dixie Highway). It was opened in 1926, when
J. H. Colcord, along with Louis Lucas, Robert M.
Lucas, and John L. Vest, incorporated the Dry
Ridge Burial Park Association after acquiring
13.71 acres from Colcord Some. Burial lots were

sold, but at the onset of the Great Depression, the
burial association was placed in receivership. In
1932 the property was sold to the Dry Ridge Cem
etery Company, incorporated by J. H. Colcord,
Mabel Eckler, and Harry J. Eckler, a Dry Ridge fu
neral director. In 1979 the cemetery's corporate
provisions were restated in accordance with Ken
tucky law to include James Hudson as an incorpo
rator. This well-operated, well-kept cemetery, with
hundreds of graves, has burial space for the fore
seeable needs of the community.

Family, Career & Community Leaders of America;
French Club, Future Business Leaders of America;

4, 1963, l.

Lee. After the war, he returned to Alexandria,

members. The school offers 16 Advanced Placement

“Church Damage Is Undetermined," KP September
“Highland Methodist Church Tower Burns,” KP Sep

at 15 and joined the Kentucky 5th Infantry of the
Confederate Army. He later served under Colonel
Henry L. Giltner and also under Gen. Robert E.

Future Teachers Team; German Club, Highlanda
ries; Jazz Band; Key Club, Marching Band; Mock
Trial; National Art Honor Society; National En
glish Honor Society; National Honor Society, Na
tional Spanish Honor Society, Poetry Slam, Robot
ics Team; Science Club, Spanish Club, Speech,

Stood on Firm Ground in Early Fort Thomas,” KP.

Drama, and Debate Teams; Student Council; Tre

November 9, 1998,4K.

ble Choir, and We the People Team.
Paul L. Whalen

"First Annual Commencement of the Highland High
School,” KSJ, June 18, 1891, 5.

HIGHLANDS HIGH SCHOOL. Highlands
High School, located in Fort Thomas, is the high
school for the Fort Thomas Independent School
District. The school began in 1886, when Professor
James McGinness established a three-year high
school course in the Fort Thomas City Building.
The first four-year graduating class of the school,
which came to be named Highlands High School,
took place with four students in 1891. The high

Ted Hill was the son of William and Elizabeth Na

school received accreditation from the state in

tion Hill. His mother died at age 24. He quit school

"New Highlands High School Is Growing," KP June
26, 1914, 2.

"Rapid Growth of School Is Seen," KP April 25, 1930, 1.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky. Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
John B. Conrad
HILLS

OF

KENTUCKY

DULCIMERS.

Founded in 1992 by ten local amateur musicians,
Hills of Kentucky Dulcimers (HOKD) is a non
profit organization that seeks to promote Ken
tucky's state instrument, the mountain dulcimer,
and its rich Appalachian heritage throughout the
Northern Kentucky and Cincinnatiregion. HOKD
defines its primary mission as "entertaining and
educating our neighbors and communities with
the beautiful music made by mountain dulcimers
and traditional mountain instruments.” Members

Bill Thomas

HILL, THEODORE MCDONALD (b. 1846,

Alexandria, Ky; d. May 4, 1900, Alexandria, Ky).

of this family-oriented club work to maintain a
powerful local influence regarding Appalachian
pride. They encourage people of all ages to learn
about the dulcimer and its history, and they pres
ent music performances in various public venues,
including festivals, hospitals, libraries, nursing

HISTORICAL SOCIETIES

homes, and schools. Programs frequently include
information about particular songs, customs, and
contributions related to Appalachians.
To generate excitement about Appalachian
music and culture, especially within young people,
HOKD members emphasize exploration and par
ticipation. Donations received for performances
support general operations and further the club's
goal to help people gain hands-on experience with
mountain dulcimers. During programs, children
are encouraged to learn to play traditional songs
such as “Old Joe Clark,” “Boil Dem Cabbage
Down,” “She'll Be Coming Round the Mountain,”
and "Skip to My Lou." In 2004 HOKD donated 24
cardboard dulcimers to A. D. Owens Elementary
School in Newport for use in fourth- and fifth
grade music classes. In 2005 the organization gave
funds to Campbell Ridge Elementary School in
Campbell Co. to increase the number of dulcimers
available to students. Members also shipped three

ernor Lord Dunmore and of Patrick Henry, the

dulcimers to South America to assist a music

celebrated orator and statesman. His new friends

teacher who helped her students learn music the
ory and how to play the instrument.
HOKD collaborates regularly with other local
institutions to provide creative Appalachian out
reach experiences for people in Northern Ken
tucky. In October 2002 HOKD joined with the
Cincinnati Dulcimer Society and Thomas More
College to sponsor a free public program that fea
tured Jean Ritchie and the Appalachian music tra
dition. Each spring, HOKD supports the North
ern Kentucky University event Dreamfest by
teaching dulcimer playing to gifted students from
area schools. This experience has inspired many of

soon persuaded him to switch his allegiance to the
oppressed colonies. During the Revolutionary
War, Hinde used his personal fortune to make sure
that all colonial troops were properly inoculated.
When the war ended, he left Virginia for New
port, Ky., where he spent the remainder of his life.
He became the most beloved physician in the area;
he was willing to treat illnesses thought hopeless
by other physicians. Adept at diagnosing and treat

der William Hugh Jansen, a professor of English at
the university. She married Ora M. Hiser, and the
couple had two daughters.
Hiser's first book, Quare Do's in Appalachia:
East Kentucky Legends and Memorats, based on
"stories of supposedly real happenings (do's), given
me by word of mouth by members of my family
and in a few cases by friends of Eastern Kentucky,”
was published in 1978 when Hiser was age 70. An
other book, The Adventure of Charlie and His
Wheat-Straw Hat, published eightyears later, was
a children's book set in Kentucky during the Civil

ing maladies, he was truthful in talking to patients

War; it earned several children's literature awards

about their conditions. Hinde was an avowed athe

for the author. Hiser taught a variety of subjects at
various grade levels in Kentucky and Indiana be
fore retiring in 1974. She was also a school librar
ian. She authored some 50 manuscripts, which in
cluded poems, folklore collections, and romances.
Hiser, who referred to herself as an "Appalachian
at-large,” was well versed in folk remedies (she

the schools to start dulcimer clubs and classes.
HOKD members also offer free dulcimer classes to

new members and hold a monthly gospel jam ses
sion at a local nursing home. The group's emphasis
on music fellowship and family fun has added at
mosphere to public entertainment venues such as
Paramount's Kings Island, Old Coney's Appala
chian Festival, and Tall Stacks.

HOKD has produced one CD, Hills of Ken
tucky Dulcimers, recorded in 2002 by Stephen
Seifert, a nationally known dulcimer player who
grew up in Northern Kentucky. This musical col
lection features members playing autoharps,
mountain dulcimers, guitars, harmonicas, man

in rural England and studied medicine and sur
gery at St. Thomas Hospital in London. By age 20
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he had become so proficient that he was granted a
license to practice from the prestigious Royal
Academy of Surgeons. He became a surgeon's mate
in the Royal Navy and was sent to America in 1757.
There he served with Gen. James Wolfe at the battle

for Quebec during the French and Indian War.
The general was severely wounded, and Hinde val
iantly tried to save his life but was unsuccessful.
The famous artist Benjamin West's Death of Gen
eral Wolfe (1771) features Hinde as the attending
surgeon, holding Wolfe in his arms. Hinde re
signed his navy commission and took over the
practice of a retiring physician in Essex Co., Va.,
then later moved to King and Queen Co., Va. In
1767 he married Mary Todd Hubbard, with whom
he had eight children. His next move was to Ha
nover, Va., where he became a close friend of Gov

ist and would often ridicule people who spoke of
religion. When his wife became interested in Chris
tianity, he was so exasperated that he placed ablis
ter patch on her neck in an attempt to determine if
she had gone insane. When he removed the patch,
he claimed to have been miraculously saved by

HINDE, THOMAS (b. July 10, 1737,Oxfordshire,
England; d. September 28, 1828, Newport, Ky). Phy
sician Thomas Hinde received his early education

folklorist, she continued her studies, which in
cluded advanced work in the field of folklore, un

maintained a card file of herbal, faith, and other

no attempt to collect unpaid bills. For the next 40

years, his family regularly attended church. Hinde
was married for 61 years, and he always told his wife
that he wanted them to depart this life together.
and checked her pulse to see if she was ready to go.
Reluctantly, he told her that she was in fine condi

Hills of Kentucky Dulcimers. www.hokdulcimer.com
(accessed April 4, 2006).
Sherry Stanforth

ment School through the 10th grade, then left that
school at age 16 to attend Berea College in Berea,
Ky., where in 1940 she earned a BA in English. She
earned an MA in secondary education and library
science from the University of Kentucky. An avid

treatments), folksinging, dulcimer picking, and
mountain crafts, including weaving.
Hiser and her husband lived for many years,
following retirement, in Walton, Boone Co., Ky. At
the time of her death at age 86, on January 7, 1995,
Berniece Hiser was living at the Grant Manor
Nursing Home in Williamstown. She was buried in
Pleasant View Cemetery, Grant Co., Ky.

HOKD membership has grown rapidly since
the club was formed more than a decade ago. The
Cincinnati Dulcimer Society (CDS), which began
in 1979, was the only dulcimer society in the area at
that time. As interest expanded, members of that
organization joined with others to create HOKD,

of the River.”

Booneville. She attended Pine Mountain Settle

day forward, he always insisted on having prayer
with his patients before treating them. It was also
said that he lost all desire for money and worldly
goods. He gave medical treatment to everyone re
gardless of the person's ability to pay, and he made

When near death, he took hold of his wife's wrist

ever members of CDS and HOKD gather to per
form, they laughingly call themselves “Both Sides

of Owsley Co., southeast of the county seat of

God and made into a zealous Christian. From that

dolins, and the washtub bass.

HOKD now has more than 150 members. When

HISER, BERNIECE TERRY (b. April 6, 1908,
Cowcreek, Ky.; d. January 5, 1995, Williamstown,
Ky). Author and folklorist Berniece Iona Terry
Hiser was born along the Beech Fork of the Ken
tucky River in Owsley Co. to Wilson Edgar and
Ruse Wilder Terry. When her father died, he was
the last surviving Kentucky veteran of the Spanish
American War (see National Guard, Spanish
American War). Berniece grew up in a rural part

tion and that he would have to leave without her. He

died in 1828, but his burial location is unknown.

Halfman, Janet. "Heard Any Good'Quare Dos Lately?"
CE, September 3, 1978, 8.
Hiser, Berniece T. The Adventure of Charlie and His
Wheat-Straw Hat: A Memorat. New York: Dodd,
Mead, 1986.

. Quare Do's in Appalachia: East Kentucky

Legends and Memorats. Pikeville, Ky: Pikeville
Hartman, Margaret Strebel, and W. Rus Stevens.
Campbell County Kentucky History and Gene
alogy. Campbell Co., Ky: W. R. Stevens, 1984.
Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky. Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

Reynolds, Charles W. “The Medical Fraternity.” Pa
pers of the Christopher Gist Historical Society 2

College Press, 1978.

“Kentucky Deaths," KP, January 7, 1995,9A.
Wikipedia. “Berniece T. Hiser" http://en.wikipedia
.org/wiki/Berniece T. Hiser (accessed February
16, 2007).

—, Wilson Edgar Terry. http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Wilson_Edgar Terry.
Kathryn Witt

(1950–1951), 1–51.

Wessling, Jack. Early History of Campbell County
Kentucky. Alexandria, Ky: Privately published,
1997.

Jack Wessling

HISTORICAL SOCIETIES. Most Northern

Kentucky counties have formed nonprofit associa
tions, some more active than others, with the goal
of preserving their county's history and genealogy.
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Many of the historical societies publish a newslet
ter or some similar publication for their members.
In order to preserve the records of their respective
counties and cities, such societies may take on proj
ects such as surveys of cemeteries, especially small,

private burial grounds. A historical society is likely
to be involved heavily in genealogy and willing to
respond to queries concerning family history, ei
ther gratis or for a modest research fee. Sometimes

such organizations fade and are reconstituted later.
This was the case in Boone Co., where the present
historical society is the third one formed over the
years; the same has happened in both Campbell
and Kenton counties. In some counties in North

ern Kentucky, the functions of genealogy, history,
and museum development are combined in one
group, as in Campbell Co.; in others, such as Ma
son Co., they remain separate.
Few if any of these organizations existed before
World War II. However, the efforts of certain

dedicated individuals, such as O. J. Wiggins, re
sulted in the publication of several worthwhile ar
ticles on local history during the 1880s in the Cov
ington Daily Commonwealth newspaper. One of
the most noteworthy groups organized to record
and preserve the history of the Northern Kentucky
region was the Christopher Gist Historical So
ciety. Organized soon after World War II, its mo
dus operandi was the production of research pre
sented in the form of unpublished oral papers
delivered before its membership. Covington attor
ney Stephens Blakely was a founder of the group,
as was Charles B. Truesdell, and for many years

its existence. Since 1993 it has also published a re
gional full-size magazine biannually called North
ern Kentucky Heritage.
In 1978 the Kentucky Historical Society (KHS)
wanted to improve outreach and strengthen local
heritage organizations statewide, so it began pub
lishing the Circuit Rider, through which local
groups were surveyed regarding services that might
benefit them. The Historical Confederation of

four decades, hundreds of historic residential and

Kentucky (HCK) was then formed. The HCK staff
offers programs, supplies resources, and organizes

commercial buildings across the region were reno

seminars to train local historians and curators.

This organization has assisted most of the histori
cal societies in Northern Kentucky in one way or
another, but especially it has helped the Campbell
Co. and Kenton Co. societies in the production of
an annual History Day event, usually held in late
February. Since 1993 History Day has been sched
uled on a Saturday at the campus of NKU in High
land Heights. Attendance of more than 250 par
ticipants at lectures, workshops, and exhibits of
local history books and items of interest is the
norm at History Day.
Historical societies also exist in Bracken Co.

(Bracken Co. Historical Society), Carroll Co. (Port
William Historical Society), Gallatin Co. (Gallatin
Co. Historical Society), Grant Co. (Grant Co. His
torical Society), Mason Co. (Kentucky Gateway
Museum Center, Mason Co. Genealogical Soci
ety), Owen Co. (Owen Co. Historical Society),
Pendleton Co. (Pendleton Co. Historical Society),
and Robertson Co. (Robertson Co. Historical

Society).

it owned and met at the historic Carroll House, at

“Ft. Mitchell Tries to Hang onto History." KE, August
216 E. Fourth St. in Covington. This society has left
a legacy in the form of several volumes of papers,
copies of which are held by the Kenton Co. Pub
lic Library, the archives of Northern Kentucky
University (NKU), and the office of the Kenton
Co. Historical Society. The society no longer pro
duces research. Its present function is to award
small scholarship grants and to hold meetings that
feature speakers.
In the 1960s, Chester Geaslen, who ultimately
published several volumes of the region's history
on his own initiative, helped awaken interest in
local historical research. His volumes remain in

print and are valuable resources. Margaret Strebel
Hartman did similar work for Campbell Co. In the
1970s, agroup calling itself the Northern Kentucky
Historical Society operated in the area, often meet
ing at restaurants with guest speakers. Its members
were known to travel to various historical sites

throughout the state. For several decades, Ken
tucky Post reporter Jim Reis wrote a weekly col
umn Pieces of the Past, relating to the entire
Northern Kentucky region. In the course of his ca
reer at the Kentucky Post, Reis produced more
than 1,000 weekly articles. He is also a major player
in the long-term success of the Campbell Co. His
torical and Genealogical Society, perennially the
best-attended historical group in the state. A se
lected compilation of Reis's work has been pub
lished in three volumes by his newspaper.
The Kenton Co. Historical Society was founded
in 1977. It has produced a newsletter throughout

During the same era, middle- and upper-class
citizens began to rediscover urban life. In North
ern Kentucky, people developed a new apprecia
tion for the fanciful or stately buildings overlooked
by earlier generations, as well as rundown but liv
able old neighborhoods. Affordable and close to
downtown Cincinnati, they offered an adventur
ous alternative to suburban living. Over the next

18, 2002, B1.

“Historical Society Formed.” Northern Kentucky

vated and restored.
The boisterous 1960s also nurtured civic activ

ism, and an energized citizenry fought for its neigh
borhoods. Residents of Covington's Licking
Riverside, then in the early stages of revitalization,
successfully resisted redevelopment of their com
munity as high-rise luxury housing and parkland.
In 1971 residents nominated Riverside Dr. to the

National Register of Historic Places as Northern
Kentucky's first historic district. While the desig
nation exerted little control over local planning
decisions, it provided valuable recognition of the
neighborhood's importance.
Fiveblocks south, another crisis soon appeared.
At Fifth and Garrard Sts., where cars turned left

to travel over the Veterans Memorial Bridge to
Newport, stood the Jonathan Hearne House, the
high-style Italianate residence of a prominent
19th-century Covingtonian. When the Common
wealth of Kentucky proposed building a new
bridge where the house stood, it touched off a fu
ror. The bridge project was canceled in the late
1970s, primarily because it was not needed. To dis
gruntled bridge backers, however, the preserved
Hearne home was “the house that stopped the
bridge." In the center of Covington, members of
Mother of God Catholic Church banded to

Observer, April 7, 1977, 5.
"Historical Society to Be Organized," KP December

gether to reclaim their historic neighborhood,
which became the Mutter Gottes National His

11, 1913, 7.

Roberts, Alice Kennelly. “Erlanger Historical Society
Celebrates Depot Heritage,” KP September 13,
1995, 2KK.

Karl Lietzenmayer
HISTORIC PRESERVATION. Preservation

ists often say ruefully that no one appreciates old
buildings until they are endangered. This was true
in the 1950s and 1960s, when it almost seemed as if

the United States was at war with itself. Federally
funded urban-renewal projects leveled old neigh
borhoods in the name of progress. Expressways
ripped through central cities. A pervasive “new is
better" mentality toppled countless historic build
ings. While Northern Kentucky was spared much
wholesale destruction, Covington's old city hall and
courthouse, Newport's Mount St. Martin man
sion, and otherlandmarks fell to the bulldozers.

In the 1960s, preservationists decided to try to
put the brakes on the bulldozers by strengthen
ing the federal government's role in, and commit
ment to, preserving the nation's architectural heri
tage. In 1966 the U.S. Congress passed two laws
that helped move preservation into the main

toric District.

In Newport, residents of the newly formed
Mansion Hill Neighborhood Association suc
cessfully fought freeway ramps that would have
split the neighborhood in two. A court battle over a
"compromise" off-ramp ended in an out-of-court
settlement.

During the late 1970s, suburban-type shop
ping centers were still seen as a cure for ailing down
towns. Shopping plazas were proposed for both
downtown Covington and East Newport. In both
cases, strong local opposition brought the plans to
a halt.

Often the first step in preservation of buildings
was to identify and categorize them. Beginning in
the late 1970s, the Kentucky Heritage Council
(KHC), the state historic preservation office,
funded surveys of historic architecture in many
communities. Thousands of buildings were even
tually photographed and recorded by the Kentucky
Historic Resources Inventory, which was used as a
planning tool by local and state governments,
KHC also provided matching grants to prepare
nominations to the National Register of Historic

stream: the National Historic Preservation Act and

Places. Over the next three decades, a total of 31

the closely related Section 4f of the Department of

National Register historic districts were created in
Northern Kentucky: in Bellevue, Burlington, Camp

Transportation Act.

HOAGLAND FAMILY

Springs, Covington, Erlanger, Fort Mitchell, Lake
side Park, Ludlow, Newport, Rabbit Hash, and
Walton.

Early preservation efforts were often led by vol
unteers and dedicated amateurs. As preservation
gained credibility and acceptance, the field became
increasingly professionalized. Preservation also
began to be a function of local government, like

ington's Riverside Dr. The other was a proposed
redevelopment of the former Wiedemann Brewery
in Newport as a mixed-use commercial complex
incorporating some of the original buildings. This
project was never built, and the brewery was even
tually demolished.
Beginning in 1993, federal Transportation En
hancement (TE) grants were used across the coun
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Kreimer, Peggy. "Old Tower Must Fall for New—
Building to Be Razed for Monument Work,” KP
January 14, 1998, 1R.
"Quest Marina Touches Nerve–Most of Quest

Plan Well-Received," KP February 27, 1997, 1K.
Lietzenmayer, Karl, “Riverside Assailed: The Turning.
Point of a City,” NKH 9, no. 1 (Fall—Winter 2001),
10–18.

city planning and economic development. Begin

try for a variety of civic improvement projects

Morse, Susan. “Neighborhood Spirit Shapes a City,"
Historic Preservation 40, no.4(July–August 1988).

ning in the mid-1980s, Bellevue, Boone Co., Cov
ington, Ludlow, and Newport joined KHC's Certi

along major transportation routes. In 1996 the
City of Walton secured a TE grant to purchase and
begin the restoration of the Colonel Abner Gaines

Remlinger, Connie. "Mansion Hill, Newport, State to
Try for Ramp Compromise,” KP October 24, 1985,

fied Local Government (CLG) program, which
provided funds to local communities to set up
their own preservation programs. Most CLGs en
acted preservation ordinances providing for the
designation of local landmarks and historic dis
tricts, where high standards for exterior renova
tion and new construction applied. Among many
other duties, preservation commissions enforced
these guidelines, educated owners about proper
restoration techniques, and honored preservation
successes with awards.

Despite good intentions and growing support,
inconsistent decisions, work done without per
mits, lack of enforcement, and political pressure
remained problems for local preservation com
missions. Across Northern Kentucky, support for
local preservation programs, and urban planning
in general, fluctuated with shifting political winds.
In Covington, for example, the preservation officer
position was abolished in 2005 and then reinstated
months later.

As a largely rural but rapidly growing county,
Boone Co. followed a somewhat different course

from its more urbanized neighbors. In 1986 it es
tablished a countywide preservation program, the
second of its kind in the state. The Boone Co. His
toric Preservation Review Board's multifaceted

programs included a preservation plan, a historic
cemetery mapping project, and heritage education
programs, including the innovative HeritageTour
ism Map. In 2002 the board published a book, His
toric Structures of Boone County, Kentucky.
Beginning in the 1970s, federaland state initia

House, which dates from about 1814, as the Gaines

Tavern History Center.
The 1990s also saw renewed attempts at the
kind of large-scale urban-renewal efforts that had
disrupted cities decades before. In 1996 a privately
led regional planning effort called Forward
Quest called for redevelopment of part of Coving
ton's Emery-Price Historic District, a historically
African American Eastside neighborhood, as a
marina. Public outcry, however, stopped the proj
ect. In Newport, a downtown block was cleared for
a proposed Millennium Freedom Tower, which
was never built. Lost was the 1927 Newport Fi
nance Building (Campbell Towers), for years the
tallest building in Northern Kentucky, which was
originally planned for renovation by the same
developer.
As urban land became increasingly scarce and
valuable, older neighborhoods and commercial
districts were threatened by “teardowns." In the
late 1990s, an entertainment and shopping com
plex called Newport-on-the-Levee reshaped
Newport's riverfront. Lost to the cause was the Na
tional Register-listed Posey Flats (1890), the city's
oldest apartment house. The eastern half of New
port's Cote Brilliante neighborhood was de
stroyed in 2004 for a shopping center, under con
struction in 2008. The surviving half of the
community, however, became Newport's fifth his
toric district in 2005. Preservationists feared that

such conflicts would intensify and multiply in
coming years as development pressures increased.

tives were enacted to aid preservation and further

In Boone Co., the county's rapid rate of land

urban development. In 1976 the U.S. Congressen

speculation and development made preservation
of historic cultural resources a challenge. Old
buildings and family cemeteries were particularly
at risk. As of 2006, at least 10 percent of the coun
ty's Kentucky Historic Resources survey sites had
been demolished after being recorded.
Road projects continued to threaten historic
resources in town and country alike and push
sprawl into the rural hinterland. Following years of
controversy, the long-planned widening of Cov
ington's 12th St., which will remove more than 100
buildings between I-75 and Scott St., was begun in

acted a tax credit for rehabilitation of income

producing historic buildings, and Kentucky soon
became a leader in its use. Among other local proj
ects, the credit helped fund the reconstruction of
Covington's Independent Order of Odd Fel
lows Hall, which was gutted by fire in 2002.
In 1979 KHCstarted the Kentucky Main Street
program, which promoted the revitalization of
historic downtowns. The closely related Renais
sance on Main program, launched in the 1990s,
directed grants for downtown revitalization across
the state. Eventually Bellevue, Covington, Dayton,
Elsmere, Erlanger, Fort Thomas, Ludlow, and New
port became Renaissance communities.
During the 1980s, federal Urban Redevelopment

2008.

Allen, Randy. “Developer Seeks OK for Covington
Center." KE, April 25, 1980, Al.
. “Town Center Weathers Another Vocal As

Action Grants were awarded for two controversial

development projects in Northern Kentucky. One
was a condominium development, markedly dif
ferent in size and scale from the historic homes
around it, that was built at the western end of Cov

sault." KEApril 23, 1980, Al.
Conley, Joe. “Pleas May Save Old Hearne House,” KP.
July 12, 1973, 1.
Driehaus, Bob. “City, Tower's Planners Soothe Neigh
bors' Fears," KPJanuary 14, 1998,3K.

24.

14K.

Schoolmeester, Ron. “Rousing Riverside Dwellers
Rally to Beat Resolution for Renewal," KE, Novem
ber 22, 1968, 14.

Schroeder, Cindy. “Newport Strikes Deal for Posey
Flats,” KE, November 11, 1997, B1.

Tortora, Andrea. “Marina Proposal Becomes Hot
Issue—Covington Commissioners Oppose Plan.”
KE, October 8, 1996, B1A.

Margaret Warminski
HITEMAN, CHARLOTTE. B. (b. December 1,

1929, Newport, Ky.) Actress and model Charlotte
Hiteman was the daughter of Thurman and Anne
Fletcher Hiteman. The family lived at Ninth and
Maple Streets in Newport, and Charlotte attended
Newport High School. By age 15 she had already
competed in beauty contests at places such as Ta
coma Park and Coney Island. In August 1936,
before she turned 16, the five-foot-three hazel

eyed blond of 108 pounds won the title of Miss
Kentucky. The pageant that year took place at New
port's Hippodrome Theater (see Movie Theaters).
In the next month, she was on the runway in At
lantic City, N.J., vying for Miss America and claim
ing to be 18 years old. Although she did not win the
national competition, she went on to a career on
the stage and as a model. She appeared on the
George White Show in New York City, which was
similar to the Ziegfeld Follies, and with the NT.G.
Revues. Upon her return to Northern Kentucky,
she has had an extensive career modeling for the
likes of Shillitos and Kroger. Today, Charlotte lives
in Southgate and in Florida. She continues to make
an occasional guest appearance as the common
wealth's oldest Miss Kentucky.
Hicks, Jack. “Memories Never Fade for Pageant Win
ners,” KP, October 9, 1996, 1K.

“Northern Kentucky Girls Will Vie for Beauty Title,"
KP August 8, 1940, 1.
Reis, Jim. “Oldest Living Miss Kentucky Won in 36,”
KP, October 16, 2000, 4K.

HOAGLAND

FAMILY.

Members

of

the

Hoagland family were among the early settlers of
Hunter's Bottom in Carroll Co. Cornelius Hoagland
was the fourth generation of a Dutch immigrant
family who in 1657 came from Harlaam, Holland,
to New Amsterdam (New York City). Cornelius was
born in 1750 on a farm along the Millstone River
in Windsor, Middlesex Co., N.J. He was the fourth

son of Martinus and Phoebe Van Okie Hoagland.
In 1776 four of the Hoagland brothers, John, Mar
tin, Cornelius, and Abraham, volunteered for
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service in the New Jersey militia. Martin became a
captain, and their uncle Okey Hoagland became a
major.

In early 1777, Capt. Cornelius Hoagland orga
nized New Jersey's only mounted horse troop at
Middlebrook. His unit, along with four mounted
horse troops from Connecticut and one from Mas
sachusetts, became the elite Second Light Dra
goons Regiment, under the command of Elisha
Sheldon. The Dragoonsexcelled at reconnaissance,
and at Gen. George Washington's insistence, they
cross-trained with sabers and with riflesas mounted

infantry. Operating most frequently in small
groups, the Second Light Dragoons staged numer
ousharassment raids and supply ambushes through
out New Jersey, Connecticut, and upstate New
York. Frequently, the Dragoons acted as body
guards for General Washington or covered retreats
of the army, and at Valley Forge, Pa., they patrolled
the perimeter. The Second Light Dragoons were
the last unit dismissed from service by General
Washington at West Point, N.Y., on November 20,
1783.

Capt. Cornelius Hoagland was stationed at
Morristown, N.J., in the winter and early spring of
1776–1777. On May 15, 1777, he married Mary
Tuttle, daughter of Capt. Moses Tuttle of Mount

cated on the property. They then returned to New
Jersey, and Cornelius sold his property there. In
1801 Cornelius brought the entire family, including
Mary, eight children, and his sister Anna, to Hunt
er's Bottom. His older brother Martin Hoagland
settled in Lexington that same year. Cornelius and
his sons built a low, one-story, rambling house,
where George Rogers Clark is said to have stayed
overnight later. Cornelia and Emily Hoagland were
In 1801, upon the recommendation of Presley
Gray, lieutenant colonel of the 51st Regiment, Ken
tucky governor James Garrard (1796–1804) ap
pointed Cornelius Hoagland a major in the regi
ment; Hoagland resigned that commission late in
1802. He replaced Presley Gray as assistant judge of
the local circuit court on February 25, 1805. The
Kentucky circuit of the court's chief justice, Cary
L. Clarke, included Boone, Campbell, Gallatin,
Harrison, Pendleton, and Scott counties.

While returning from a court session in Port
William in July 1806, Hoagland stopped to view
work being done to clear land, was struck by a
burning tree limb, and died at 56, leaving Mary to
raise 11 children in the wilderness. Cultured and

educated, Mary Tuttle Hoagland is said to have
educated several of the neighborhood children in

Pleasant, northwest of Whippany, NJ. Tuttle was

addition to her own. Her stories of the events she

witnessed firsthand during the Revolutionary
War, and especially stories of George Washington,
were part of the lore and legend of Hunter's Bot

Tuttle family had arrived in Boston in 1635, about
the same time the Hoaglands came to New Am

sterdam, and were prominent members of society
in Connecticut. The original Yale University build
ings were erected on William Tuttle's land near the
New Haven, Conn., green. Mary Tuttle was related
through her mother to the large Ford family; her
uncle Jacob Ford's home in Morristown served as

Gen. George Washington's headquarters in the
winter of 1779–1780, and Mary attended dances
and social events there.

Immediately following the war, Cornelius
joined his father-in-law in running the iron busi
ness. Together, they expanded the enterprise, which
included the original mine, forges, and mills. Cor
neliusandhisbrother-in-law Charles Hoff, on March

15, 1781, entered land surveys for 1,000 acres each
along the Ohio River in what became Hunter's Bot
tom. A series of financial panics in the middle and
late 1780s nearly bankrupted the Tuttle iron busi
ness and prevented Hoagland from making use of
the Kentucky lands until 1797.

U.S. Treasury Warrants 2014, 2015 for 1,000 acres on
the Ohio River, Ky. Survey No. 2341, filed November
3, 1797, Secretary of State's Office, Frankfort, Ky.
Diane Perrine Coon

born in 1800 and 1803, respectively.

the owner of a famous iron mine that produced
cannon and shot for the colonies' war effort. The

Hampton, Ella, “Early Settlers in Hunters Bottom,”
1965, Carroll Co. Public Library.
Memoirs of the Lower Ohio Valley. Vol. 1. Madison,
Wis.; Federal, 1905. Held by the Filson Historical
Society, Louisville, Ky.

tom. Aland partition in 1806divided the Hoagland
farm into 12 equal parts, each child and the widow
receiving about 100 acres. Mary died in February
1836 and was buried at Hunter's Bottom.

The Hoagland family's eldest son, Moses Tuttle
Hoagland, followed in his father's footsteps, serv
ing in the Kentucky Militia's 2nd Regiment
Mounted Volunteers during the War of 1812. The
family history claimed that Moses served on the
staff of Gen. Andrew Jackson and was given a bat
tlefield command as a major at the Battle of New
Orleans in January 1815, but there is no validating
muster list. He married Sarah Paine (Payne) of Lex
ington andlived at Hunter's Bottom. Okey Hoagland,
an attorney who speculated inland both in Indiana
and in Kentucky, bought portions of the Hoagland
family's lands from his sister, Delia Morris, and his
brother, Martin, who moved west. Okey, who be.

HODGE, GEORGE BAIRD, GENERAL (b.

April 8, 1828, Fleming Co., Ky.; d. August 1, 1892,
Longwood, Fla.). Gen. George Baird Hodge, a Con
federate soldier, a lawyer, and a politician, was the
son of William Hodge and the former Sarah Baird.
He received his early education at the Maysville
Seminary (see Maysville Academy). After gradu
ation, he entered the Naval Academy at Annapolis,
Md., where he received his bachelor's degree in
1845. He served as a lieutenant in the navy for
nearly six years, seeing service at the siege of Vera
Cruz during the Mexican War. He studied law
and began his legal practice in Newport. Shortly
thereafter, he married Keturah Tibbatts, daughter
of lawyer John Wooleston Tibbatts and grand
daughter of James Taylor Jr., founder of New
port. He ran as a Whig candidate for the U.S. Sen
ate in 1853 (see Whig Party) but was defeated by
Richard H. Stanton. In 1859 he was elected to

the state legislature as a Democrat (see Demo
cratic Party). In 1861 he left Kentucky to join the
Confederate Army; he served under fellow Ken
tuckian Gen. Simon Bolivar Buckner. Later that

same year, he was elected to represent Kentucky's
Eighth District in the Confederate Provisional
Government. While holding that office, he contin
ued to serve in the Confederate Army. He recruited
a company of men from Campbell Co. and led it
south, whereitbecame part of Kentucky's "Orphan
Brigade.” He received several promotions for gal
lantry and meritorious conduct and was eventu
ally made brigadier general. After the Civil War,
he returned to Newport and resumed his practice
of law. In 1873 he was elected a state senator. When

later known as the Hampton House, a square-set

his term ended, in 1877, he left politics and moved
to Longwood, Fla. He died and was first buried in
Florida. Three children, Judge John T. Hodge,
Ann Taylor Hodge, and Mrs. Samuel C. Bailey,
survived him. He had always told his son that he
wanted to be buried in Kentucky, thus, on January 1,
1903, John T. Hodge had his father's remains rebur

house with a center corridor, from architectural

ied at Evergreen Cemetery in Southgate.

came lame and later blind, constructed what was

Between 1778 and 1798, the first nine children

plans he acquired while in New Jersey. Two daugh

of Cornelius and Mary Hoagland were born in

ters of the Hoagland family, Mary Caroline and
Emily, married sons of John Conway, another early

The Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cin
Windsor, Middlesex Co. In 1793 Cornelius

cinnati. J. M. Armstrong, 1878.

Hoagland paid taxes in Pequannok, Morris Co.,

Hunter's Bottom settler, and descendants of the

"General Hodge Dead,” KSJ, August 9, 1892.
"General Hodge Remains Brought to Newport," KP.

N.J. Apparently Hoagland was working through

Conway family members continue to live at Hunt
er's Bottom on farms. Jane Hoagland married Wil

Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen

liam White, and he built them a home at Hunter's

tennial History. Newport, Ky:Zimmerman, 1996.

his debts, because he served as a carpenter for the
Peter Ogden estate in Morristown, Ogden, a rela

tive of the Tuttles, participated in approving the

Bottom that stood for over 150 years.

U.S. Constitution.

The lure of open lands in the West continued to
attract Cornelius Hoagland and his family. He and
his eldest son, Moses, came to Kentucky in 1797,
entered the survey in the Kentucky land records,
and cleared their land. Indian mounds were lo

January 1, 1903.

HODGE, JOHN T. (b. March 28, 1863, Florence,

Carpenter, Daniel Hoagland. History and Genealogy
of the Hoagland Family in America from Their
First Settlement at New Amsterdam, 1638–1891.

From Data Furnished Mainly by Daniel Hoogland
Carpenter. New York. J. Polhemus, 1891. Heldby the
New York Historical Society, New York City.

Ky; d. February 10, 1934, Newport, Ky.) Judge
John T. Hodge's father was Confederate general
George Baird Hodge. His mother was Keturah
Tibbatts Hodge, a daughter of John Wooleston
Tibbatts and a granddaughter of Gen. James
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Taylor Jr., founder of Newport. John's early edu
cation was in Newport public schools. He entered
the Cincinnati Law School and in 1887 graduated
third in a class of 118. After leaving school, he ap
prenticed under lawyer W. H. McCoy in Cincin
nati. In 1890 Hodge opened a law office in New
port. He married Virginia Lee Lovell on April 4,
1891. Appointed Campbell Co. master commis
sioner in 1893, Hodge soon became a prominent
figure in local Democratic politics and over the
years held many influential positions in the party.
In 1897 he was elected to a six-year term as Circuit
Court judge. Judge Hodge was a lifelong resident of
Newport, where he and his wife were members of
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. He also served as
exalted ruler of the Newport Elks Club. Hodge and
his wife Virginia Lovell divorced in 1905, and he
married Grace Stewart in September 1906. Hodge
suffered a paralyzing stroke in 1931, forcing him to
give up his legal practice. In 1934 he died of pneu
monia at age 70 at his home at Park Ave. and Nel
son Pl, in Newport. He was buried in the Evergreen
Cemetery in Southgate.
Biographical Cyclopedia of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky. Chicago. John M. Gresham, 1896.
“Former Judge Expires at Newport,” CE, February 11,
1934, 2.

HOEFKER, JOHN HERMAN, MAJOR (b.

May 24, 1919, Covington, Ky; d. July 18, 1990,

Covington, Ky). Reconnaissance pilot and fighter
ace John Hoefker was the son of Harry Herman
and Alma Studer Hoefker. He grew up in Fort
Mitchell but was sent across the Ohio River to at

tend high school at St. Xavier in Cincinnati. While
at St. Xavier, he played footballand graduated with
the class of 1937. Following graduation, he worked
in his father's grocery store, located at 1634 Hol
man Ave. in Covington. In August 1941 Hoefker
left a manager position at his father's store to join
the U.S. Army Air Corps as an aviation cadet and
was sent to King City, Calif., for flight training.
Following primary and advanced flight training,
Hoefker received his pilot wings and the rank of

signed to the 165th Squadron based at Kenley.
While assigned to this unit, Hoefker flew 11 com
bat missions, including convoy patrols, bomber
escort, and fighter sweeps over mainland Europe.
In November 1943 the 67th Reconnaissance

Group was reassigned to the 9th Air Force and to
Middle Wallop, England. They were reequipped
with new F-6D Mustangs, the latest photorecon
naissance version of the P-51 Mustang, which car
ried lighter armor to increase speed, as well as
cameras to photograph enemy targets. On Decem
ber 20, 1943, lieutenants John Hoefker and Frank

Dillon of the 107th Recon Squadron flew the first
tactical reconnaissance mission flown by the U.S.
Army Air Force over northern Europe. The unit's
primary job was to photograph potential targets
for bombing missions, but they were also to assess
bomb damage of targets after a raid and provide
information about enemy troop movements in
France. By early 1944 Hoefker was reassigned as a
flight leader of the newly formed 15th Tactical Re
connaissance Squadron and was promoted to the
rank of captain. From March 1944 through the
early part of June, the primary mission of the unit
was to document enemy shore installations and
troop movements in the Normandy area of north
ern France. On the morning of June 6, 1944(D-Day),
Hoefker and his men were assigned to fly inland to
report German troop movements toward the inva
sion beaches. During their D-Day missions, men
of Hoefker's unit shot down three German aircraft,
and on June 7, 1944, Hoefker scored his first vic
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German positions. Twice during this period, he
was shot down by enemy ground fire, and both
times he managed to evade capture and return
through enemy lines to his unit, once after being
wounded. For his devotion to duty during this pe
riod, Hoefker was awarded the Distinguished Fly
ing Cross. He continued flying combat missions
through May 1945 and then returned to the United
States in June 1945 to fly demonstration flights for
the Army Air Corps at air shows. By the end of the
war, Hoefker had been promoted to the rank of
major and had been awarded the Silver Star, 2 Dis
tinguished Flying Crosses, 31 Air Medals, and 2
Purple Hearts. He also was the second-highest
scoring ace of his unit and the third-highest scor
ing reconnaissance ace of the war—an amazing
feat since reconnaissance pilots engaged in com
bat only as a last resort; their primary mission was
to gather intelligence and get it back at all costs.
In 1946 Hoefker was assigned to Langley, Va.,
where he served as a flight leader for the 161st Re
connaissance Squadron flying RF-80 jet aircraft.
He served with this unit until his discharge in Jan
uary 1947. Shortly after his discharge, Hoefker
bought a store in Ludlow, Ky., which he operated
until 1948. In November of 1947, he married Jean

Lubbe of Covington, and they eventually had three
children, Jill, Jack, and Jim. In 1948 Hoefker took

over his father's Covington store and operated it
for 34 years, retiring in 1982. He died of astroke on
July 18, 1990, and was buried in Floral Hills Cem
etery in Taylor Mill.

tory over a Messerschmitt Me-109 while flying a
two-plane reconnaissance flight over Le Mans,

Hoefker, Jill. Interview by Robert Snow, April 19,

France. These were the first of 8.5 victories offi

Ivie, Torn. “Fighter Aces of Europe,” Air Classics

cially credited to Hoefker. He also had two uncon

Magazine, Winter 1985,59.
. "Recon's Finest Hour" Air Classics Magazine,
April 1992,32.
Olynyk, Frank. Stars and Bars: A Tribute to the Amer
ican Fighter Ace, 1920–1973, London: Grubb

firmed victories to his credit.
Hoefker's most notable actions occurred dur

ing the German Ardennes Offensive of December
1944. The Germans attempted to attack with in
fantry and tank units through a weak spot in the

2007, Fort Thomas, Ky.

Street, 1995.

American lines in the Ardennes Forest on the Bel

Personal papers of Major John Hoefker, in the posses
sion of Jill Hoefker, accessed April 19, 2007.

gium border. Using a long period of bad weather
that virtually grounded all Allied aircraft, the Ger

Robert B. Snow

second lieutenant on March 16, 1942. Soon he re

mans hoped to split the Allied forces in two and

ceived orders assigning him to the 153rd Observa
tion Squadron, 67th Observation Group, at Esler

take the port of Antwerp, Belgium. Hoefker and

HOGAN, HENRY LEE, MAJOR GENERAL

his men flew low-level reconnaissance missions
over the Ardennes under difficult conditions in an

(b. 1920, Cincinnati; d. April 13, 1986, Melbourne,
Fla.). World War II general Henry Lee Hogan,
after spending his preteen years in the Philippines,
graduated from Highlands High School in Fort
Thomas (1938). He was the son of Lt. Col. Henry
Leon and Nell Emily Bolan Hogan, and the family
lived at 72 Mayfield Ave. in Fort Thomas. His fa
ther was a dentist who practiced in Covington.
Hogan graduated from the U.S. Military Academy

Field, La.

Hoefker arrived as the unit was receiving more
modern aircraft, including the P-43 Lancer and
the P-51A Mustang. The unit spent time familiar
izing themselves with the aircraft and developing
new techniques and tactics for flying combat re
connaissance missions, and in September 1942
they were declared combat ready. By October 1942
the men of the 67th Reconnaissance Group were
shipped to England without their aircraft and as

signed to the 8th Air Force. They set up their base
in Membury, England, and were assigned a photo
reconnaissance version of the Royal Air Force
Spitfire fighter; they began training to familiarize
themselves with the European combat theater. By
April 1943 Hoefker was reassigned to the 107th
Reconnaissance Squadron, and like other mem
bers of his unit, he was required to serve temporary
duty with a Royal Air Force squadron. He was as

attempt to locate advancing enemy forces. On De
cember 17, 1944, he and his wingman took off on a
flight over the Ardennes in poor conditions. Early
in the mission they became separated, and Hoe
fker continued on the mission alone. Over the Ar

dennes, he flew low-level, recorded some of the en

emy's positions, and was fired upon by German
gun positions. On several occasions he engaged
enemy fighters in low-level combat, shooting down
three German fighters. Toward the end of the mis
sion, he found his wingman, and together they at
tacked an enemy bomber flying low-level toward
American positions. For this mission, Hoefker was
awarded the Silver Star. During the period of De
cember 23 to December 31, 1944, Hoefker flew

four reconnaissance missions over a heavily de
fended section of the Ardennes Forest to gain ad
ditional information for ground commanders on

at West Point (1943), where he was a trackstar, and

became an Army Air Corps pilot flying B-17 For
tresses out of Foggia, Italy. He flew 51 combat mis
sions over Germany in his bomber christened "Lil
Abner," sometimes landing at Russian air bases on
their western front as part of shuttlebombing runs.
After World War II he became the flight instructor
and military secretary for Gen. Maxwell Taylor. In
the late 1950s, Hogan was involved in the early
planningofthe U.S. Air Force Academy at Colorado
Springs, and he held several command positions
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within SAC (the Strategic Air Command) and
Pentagon assignments of importance before retir
ing on December 1, 1972. He received many mili
tary awards, including the Distinguished Flying
Cross, and eventually logged 6,000 hours flying
time. Hogan died at the Holmes Regional Medical
Center in Florida, and his funeral took place at Pat
rick Air Force Base, Fla.
“Friendliness of Russians Stressed," KE, December 2,
1944, 1.

“H. Lee Hogan Helped Found Air Force Academy in
Denver." KE, April 15, 1996, A10.

press in its waning days. Operating more than
3,000 miles of stage routes, he became one of the
largest individual employers in the country. He had

Covington, he was buried in his wife's family plot
at Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati.

“Dan Holmes Dies While in Virginia," KP, September

lavish homes scattered around the United States,
15, 1908, 3.

in which he often entertained business associates.

“Dan Holmes' Funeral,” KP, December 16, 1908, 3.

He befriended Mormon leader Brigham Young,
and he greatly improved mail delivery to Denver.
In the mid-1860s, fed up with Indian attacks
on his coaches and recognizing the coming impact
of the railroad, he sold his stage holdings to Wells

Gastright, Joseph F. Gentlemen Farmers to City
Folks: A Study of Wallace Woods, Covington,
Kentucky. Cincinnati: Cincinnati Historical Soci
ety, 1980.
Holmes, Daniel H. A Pedlar's Pack. New York: E. D.
North, 1906.

Fargo for $1.5 million and entered the steamboat
venture was known as the Northern Pacific Trans

Mosher, Thomas B. Forward to Under a Fools Cap:
Songs. 3rded. Thomas P. Mosher, 1914.

portation Company. Holladay also attempted to

Townsend, John Wilson. Kentucky in American

build a railroad from California to Portland, Ore.,
where he owned some of the first street railroads.

Letters, 1784–1912. Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Torch

The Panic of 1873 bankrupted him and his Oregon
railroad plans. Holladay died at age 68 in Portland
and was buried at the Mount Calvary Cemetery on
the west side of that city. Race horses, cigars, and
an eastside neighborhood of Portland have been
named for Holladay, a transplanted Owen Coun

Joseph F. Gastright

navigation business along the West Coast. That

Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati.
HOLBROOK. Holbrook, in southwestern Grant
Co. near the Owen Co. border, is located in the

beautiful Eagle Creek valley along Ky. Rt. 22. It is
believed that the community was named for Isaac
Holbrook, a large landowner. The name was con
firmed when a post office was established there in
1876. By 1850 the White Chapel Episcopal Church
South was established on land donated by Uriah
and Deborah Bickers. The church's first building
was destroyed by fire and was replaced by the pres
ent structure on land donated by Nelson P. Poe. In
1940 the Uriah Bickers Memorial Association ac

quired a site adjoining the church property for use
as a meeting place for the descendants of the Bick
ers family, who settled there in 1826. Bethany Bap
tist Church was organized in 1880. Its building was
replaced in 1922 and used for 42 years until it
burned. A new modern church building was com
pleted in 1965. In the early 1900s, Holbrook had
two general stores. There was also a blacksmith
shop, a buggy shop, and a steam-powered mill for
grinding wheat and corn into flour and meal. Doc
tors A. L. Abbott and Allie Agee practiced medi

tian whom some have called the father of modern

transportation. Ben Holladay probably made and
lost more money than any other person from the
Northern Kentucky region.
Frederick, J. V. Ben Holladay: The Stagecoach King.
Lincoln: Univ. of Nebraska Press, 1989.

Utah History to Go. www.historytogo.utah.gov (ac
cessed June 20, 2007).

Michael R. Sweeney
HOLMES, DANIEL HENRY, JR. (b. July 16,
1851, New York, N.Y.; d. December 15, 1908, Hot

Springs, Va.). The poet Daniel Henry Holmes Jr.,
the third of four children of Daniel Holmes and

cine in the town at that time.

Eliza Kennison Holmes, was raised to take over

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky. Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.

the family's dry goods business, but he did so for
only a very short period. He was sent at age 16 to

Press, 1913.

HOLMES, DANIEL HENRY, SR. (b. April 28,
1816, Point Pleasant, Ohio; d. July 3, 1898, New
York, N.Y.). Daniel Holmes was orphaned at an
early age and was raised by his older brother Sam
Holmes in the village of Columbia, east of Cincin
nati. Eugene Levassor, who lived nearby, hired
Daniel Holmes as his valet. Levassor also taught
him to speak French and to play the flute. Holmes
went to New York City and worked for the Lord
and Taylor Department Store (see Department
Stores). When Lord and Taylor opened a store in
New Orleans, La., the young Holmes became its
manager. The store was only a modest success, but
Holmes bought the store from his employers and
reopened it as the Daniel Holmes Store, which be
came very successful. He purchased all of his mer
chandise in Europe, where he was known as the
“King of New Orleans." By the 1960s, the Holmes
Department Store chain operated 18 department
stores in three states. It was among the largest inde
pendent department store chains in the nation.
In 1847 Daniel Holmes married Eliza Kenni

John B. Conrad

Manchester, England, to learn the commercial arts,

son in New Orleans, and the couple had four chil

HOLLADAY, BEN (b. October 1819, New Lib

which he disliked intensely. He detested office
work and as soon as he could, he moved to Coving

dren; among them was Daniel Henry Holmes
Jr., who became a noted Kentucky poet. In the
spring of each year, Holmes traveled up the rivers
to Cincinnati, where he dropped off his family to
visit friends in Covington, Ky., while he continued
on to Europe to shop for fashionable dry goods and
luxuries. In the 1850s, Holmes began to buy prop
erty next to the home of his old mentor Eugene
Levassor in Covington. During the Civil War, he
moved his family to Covington and ran the busi
ness from there. After the war, Holmes spent
$200,000 on a large High Victorian Gothic house,
which he named Holmesdale, just south of Cov

erty, Ky.; d. July 8, 1887, Portland, Ore.) Ben Hol
laday, a noted owner of stagecoach lines, was one of
the seven children of William and Margaret
Hughes Holladay. Like many other residents of
Owen Co., the family moved westward to Mis
souri, and by 1837 they were living at Weston, just
across the Missouri River from Fort Leavenworth,

Kans. Ben's father had driven wagon trainsthrough
the Cumberland Cap into Kentucky, and Ben
quickly learned that business. In 1840 he married
Ann Notley Calvert of Weston.
During the Mexican War, Ben Holladay held
a contract to supply Gen. Stephen Kearny’s Army
of the West with provisions, delivered by wagons.
By 1852 Holladay moved to California, where he
became known as the Stagecoach King. He started,
purchased, and consolidated several stage lines
running passengers, freight, and the lucrative U.S.
mail across the western plains, operating as the
Holladay Overland Mail & Express Company. He
collected annual fees of more than $650,000 from

the postal service for his mail routes, and he even
tually owned the famous but short-lived Pony Ex

ton and entered law school. His interest in law

practice, however, was described as "desultory".
when his law partner died in an accident, he took it
as a sign that he should turn to his real interests,
writing poetry and music. Holmes subsequently
spent four years in Paris, France, at the Lycée
Bonaparte. In 1883 he married Rachel Gaff, the
daughter of a Cincinnati distiller. The following
year he published his first book of poetry, Under a
Fool's Cap: Songs, and toured Europe with his
wife. In 1891, after giving up his law practice, he
returned to Europe, where he studied Greek, Latin,
Italian, counterpoint, and harmony.
John Wilson Townsend observed that “after
Theodore O'Hara and Madison Cawein, Daniel

Henry Holmes was Kentucky's finest lyric poet."
Holmes's second book of verse, A Pedlar's Pack,

was published in New York City in 1906. The po
ems contained in it had been largely written in
Dresden, Germany. His final work, Hempen Home
spun Songs, was published in Cincinnati, also
in 1906. He died in Virginia in 1908, and after
services at his inherited estate, Holmesdale, in

ington. He had a Boston firm design a landscape
plan with hundreds of trees, a pond, and a pasture.
For many years, the groundskeeper kept a herd of
cows and sold milk to neighbors. After his wife
died in 1884, Daniel Holmes spent less time in
Northern Kentucky. He sold the northern half of
his land to developers, who opened the Holmes
dale subdivision. His will left the mansion and

property to hisson Daniel Jr. and divided his money
among the other children. He died in 1898 at his
New York City apartment. His body was brought to
Covington for services at Holmesdale, then was

HOLY CROSS HIGH SCHOOL

buried in a family crypt in Metarie, La., a suburb of
New Orleans. His home and part of his property
became Holmes High School in 1919.
"Dan Henry Holmes Reigned as Retail King," KP.
January 5, 2004, 5K.
Gastright, Joseph F. Gentlemen Farmers to City Folks:

A Study of Wallace Woods, Covington, Kentucky.
Cincinnati: Cincinnati Historical Society, 1980.
“Holmes Dead," KP, July 4, 1898, 1.
Nordheim, Betty."Daniel Henry Holmes, 1816–1898."

lake with an island in the center; the high school
football stadium is now located where the lake and

the island were. There were four cisterns placed
around the building so that water would be avail
able in case of fire.

In 1915 Holmes's heirs sold the palatial home
to the Covington Board of Education for $50,000.

2005, 4K.

Joseph F. Gastright
HOLMES HIGH SCHOOL. Holmes High
School, located along Madison Ave. in Covington,
is a unique and historic school marked by classic
architecture. When founded (long before it was
known as Holmes), it was the commonwealth of

Kentucky's first public high school as well as the
first coeducational public high school in the state.
More than 150 years later, Holmes High School
continues to provide high-quality secondary edu
cation. Its graduates continue to matriculate at
some of the finest universities. Thousands of Hol

mes alumni have distinguished themselves in their
professions and in service to country and to
community.

Holmes High School, part of Covington In
dependent Schools, offers classes for students in
grades 9 through 12. In 2005 the high school had
86 full-time classroom teachers and 1,057 students;

the student-teacher ratio was 12:1, ranking Holmes
among the top schools of its category in the state.
Covington Independent Schools allocates about
$4,760 per pupil for instructional expenses.
Holmes, founded as Central High School in
1853, is the oldest operating public high school in
Kentucky. The original school began with 20 stu

school building, which was completed in January

were newcomers who had debt on the new homes

1919; at that time the students moved from the old

they had recently purchased. The result was a large
stone church across the street from the original
building, designed by architect Anthony Kunz Jr.

high school building at 12th and Russell Sts. The
cafeteria, the band room, and the bookstore were

in the Holmes mansion. Gradually, because of its
new location, the Covington High School became
known as Holmes High School. In 1927 a new
building for junior high students, designed by the
Weber Brothers, was completed. Ten years later,
in 1936, the Covington Board of Education de
cided to demolish the "castle" to make space for a
new administration building. Students were given
a chance to bid a last farewell to their beloved castle

on a cold, windy Wednesday before the 1936
Thanksgiving holiday. Thirty years later, in 1966, a
new science building and the David M. Evans
Fieldhouse were completed. In 1980 the Virginia
Chapman Academic and Vocational School was
built on the campus; it merged with the high school
in 2000. In 2009 the school's boys' basketball team
won its first state championship.
“New Junior High School May Open This Week," KP.
September 11, 1927, 6.
Nordheim, Betty Lee. Echoes of the Past: A History of
the Covington Public School System. Covington,

Ky: Covington Independent Public Schools, 2002.
Suzanne C. Wendt

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH. The

dents and was located in classrooms of the old
Fourth District School at 11th and Scott Sts. in

in 1870) until 1890. Catholics from this southern

Covington. In 1872 it moved into a new 12-room
building at 12th and Russell Sts. and was renamed
the Covington High School. In 1919 the school
moved to the former Holmes mansion, built by
Daniel Henry Holmes Sr., who owned retail
stores in Covington and in New Orleans. Holmes

reach of Covington found it difficult to travel to St.
Augustine Catholic Church for Sunday mass. At
first, the bishop of Covington, Camillus Paul
Maes, did not agree with requests for a separate
church in Latonia because the St. Augustine
Church was facing financial difficulties. But with
concern that the mostly German Catholic popula
tion of Latonia might lose their faith without a
more constant presence of the Church in their
midst, the St. Augustine Church's pastor, Rev. Paul
T. Abeln, agreed to the request of Latonia's Catho
lics that a church should be built in their village.
Bishop Maes finally gave his consent to proceed
and put Abeln in charge of the project. Under
Abeln's direction, property in Latonia was pur
chased on Longworth St. (now Church St) and the
cornerstone was laid on August 24, 1890. The brick

Holmesdale castle, it was a three-story, English
Gothic structure with 32 rooms, patterned after a
castle in Siena, Italy. Two large pillars guarded the
entrance to the estate. Flowers, shrubbery, and
large treesbrought in from many parts of the world
flanked the long driveway and concealed the home.
Only the tower, which rose well above these, could
be seen from the road. At one point along the drive,
Holmes had a sign: “North, South, East, or West—
Home is Best.” Below and to the east of the main

house were a carriage house and stables—these
buildings and the arcade leading from today's Ju
nior High Building to the Administration Build
ing are the only parts of the castle still standing
Today the carriage house and the stables have been
converted into a residence for the school's custo
dian and his wife. Holmesdale featured a small

1898, decided to build a new church, rather than

add to the old one, even though many parishioners

Latonia section of Covington (known as Milldale
in the 19th century) was included within the
boundaries of St. Augustine Parish (established

built the home of his dreams in 1866. Known as

After Milldale was incorporated as the city of
Latonia in 1896, the parish's population grew rap
idly. The size of the church and the parish school,
staffed by the Sisters of St. Benedict, soon proved
inadequate. The congregation, led by Rev. John B.
Reiter, who had begun his 34-year pastorate in

The following year construction began on a new

NKH8, no. 2 (Spring—Summer 1996):28-38.

“School Born of a Castle—Covington's Richest Man
Was Also King of New Orleans,” KP, October 17,
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structure was near enough to completion for the
first mass to be celebrated there on Christmas Day
by the first resident pastor, Rev. Bernard A.
Baumeister. On the Feast of the Finding of the
Holy Cross (May 3) in the following year, Maes of
ficially dedicated the new church, named Holy
Cross Catholic Church in honor of that feast day.

In elaborate ceremonies, Maes dedicated the new

Holy Cross Catholic Church on November 29,
1908. Also participating were civic leaders and non
Catholic residents, who recognized that the pres
ence of a Catholic church was a boon to the ongo
ing development of Latonia. The old church was
then used temporarily as the school.
With the assistance of a very generous anony
mous donor, the heavily indebted parish was able
to go forward in 1914 with plans to erect a new
school. The Holy Cross Catholic Church managed
to build a parish high school in 1930, also with the
Benedictine Sisters in charge. After the death of
Reiter in 1932, the new pastor, Rev. Louis Fey, em
phasized education and worked diligently to up
date the facilities of Holy Cross High School,
improving its science and music departments and
its library. The high school continues today, al
though in 1986 it became Holy Cross District High
School, serving students from several area par
ishes, rather than the students of Holy Cross Par
ish alone. The parish endured a dispute over a con
troversial renovation plan in the mid-1980s during
the pastorate of Rev. Joseph Brink. His successor,
Msgr. Elmer Grosser, oversaw a more modest
painting and repair of the church in time for the
centenary of the parish in 1990.
Feldman, Jim, and Bev Lonneman. Holy Cross Cen
tennial Book. Covington, Ky., Holy Cross Catholic
Church, 1990.

Nieberding, Robert H. "History of Holy Cross Parish,
Covington, Kentucky," master's thesis, St. Paul
Seminary, St. Paul, Minn., 1956.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky., Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The
Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Thomas S. Ward

HOLY CROSS HIGH SCHOOL. In 1891 a

grade school was established at Holy Cross Catho
lic Church in Milldale (now Latonia) and the Sis
ters of St. Benedict were retained as the teachers

at the parish. After a major boom in housing be
gan, a modern 12-room building was completed in
1915 at a cost of $36,000. Sister Lioba, O.S.B.,

started to accept a few advanced students into a
high school program at the grade school. The first
high school diploma went to Helen Pernice in 1921.
Commercial and pre-liberal arts diplomas were is
sued in the 1920s.
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In 1930, in spite of the Great Depression, pa
rishioners built the present high school structure
on the site of the original parish church; it was a
$40,000 building, complete with a cafeteria, a
gymnasium, a library, and 13 classrooms. The com
mercial department was incorporated into the four
year program. The average class size was between
30 and 40, and the Benedictine nuns ran both

schools. The secondary education became known
as the Holy Cross High School (HCHS).
The post-World War II baby boom swelled
enrollment at both schools to capacity. In 1961 Pas
tor Thomas B. Finn constructed a new building,
now named in his honor, with science and language
labs, a recreation hall, and a new gymnasium, at the
corner of 36th and Church Sts. The gym was pro
vided just in time for legendary basketball coach
George Schneider to guide the Holy Cross Indians,
the high school's basketball team, to the Kentucky
state finals in 1965. One of the all-time-great bas
ketball players to come out of Northern Kentucky,
Dave Hickey, was a member of that team.
In 1969 Bob Mark became HCHS's first lay
principal. Peak enrollment was 400 between 1968
and 1972, reflecting the baby boom. After 1972 the
enrollmentsawa steady decline. By 1980 Holy Cross
was becoming an inner-city parish. Most of the
Benedictines were gone, tuition was steadily ris
ing, and the flight to the suburbs had taken its toll
on enrollment; graduating classes were down to
about 25 students. The parish could no longer af.
ford to keep the high school on its own. By 1985,
when the enrollment was less than 200, Bishop
William Hughes of the diocese changed it from a
parish high school to a district high school of the
Diocese of Covington (see Roman Catholics). In
1986 Bill Goller, a longtime teacher at the school,
became its principal and guided it until 2001.
In 1988 a grassroots group of alumni formed
an association to improve the situation at the high

the suburbs. A large number of people from Ap
palachia, mostly Protestants, moved into Newport
in place of the departed Catholics. Thus, the city
that boasted five Catholic churches found it diffi

cult to sustain so many individual Catholic par
ishes and their schools. The bishops of the Diocese
of Covington had to face the reality of changing
demographics. In 1969 Bishop Richard H. Acker
man mandated that Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church (established in 1856) close. The
other four churches survived until the late 1990s.

It was these four–Corpus Christi Catholic
Church (established in 1845), St.Stephen Catholic
Church (established in 1855) (see Holy Spirit
Catholic Church), St. Francis de Sales Catho
lic Church (established in 1912), and St. Vincent
de Paul Catholic Church (established in

1916)—that made up the new parish.
By the mid-1990s, as the pastors of the four
separate parishes reached retirement age, Bishop
Robert W. Muench decided that he could no longer
provide a resident priest for each parish. He de
creed in 1997 that the four parishes be suppressed
and that a new church, Holy Spirit Catholic
Church, be established, with each of the former

parishes to serve as missions related to it. The
merged school system of the four parishes had al
ready been designated by the name Holy Spirit in
1984. Rev. Richard Bolte was appointed pastor and
Rev. Donald Enzweiler parochial vicar of the new
church. In 2001 Muench ordered all of the former

churches except St. Stephen be closed and put to
other uses. St.Stephen Church, renamed Holy Spirit
Catholic Church, then became the sole location of

worship for Holy Spirit Parish, with Bolte as the
pastor. Although parishioners of the former par
ishes were disappointed to lose their churches,
most of them worked together through the diffi
cult transition to make the new parish the home of
one Catholic community for Newport.

efforts, HCHS boasts an enrollment of more than

400. A wrestlinganda football program were started,
and a new practice field was added, largely financed
by Covington philanthropist Oakley Farris. More
than 40 memorial scholarships, some of them en
dowed, are awarded each year.
Feldman, James, and Beverly Lonneman. Holy Cross
Church, 1890–1990. Covington, Ky:Self-published,

Decree of Bishop Robert W. Muench, August 28, 2001,
Diocese of Covington Archives, Erlanger, Ky.
Decree of Bishop Robert W. Muench, Messenger,
April 25, 1997, i.
"Jubilee Cross Visits Holy Spirit Parish," Messenger,
November 3, 2000, 6–7.

“Newport to Become One Parish, Four Missions,”
Messenger, April 25, 1997, 1.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,

Kentucky. Covington, Ky., Diocese of Covington,
1954.

1990.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.

Holy Cross Parish, 1891–1916. Covington, Ky: Wal
lenborg Stationery, 1916. Silver Jubilee Souvenir.
Thou Shalt Sanctify the Fiftieth Year. Covington,
Ky: Vesper, 1941.

endeavors.

As early as 1956, bills were introduced in the
Kentucky legislature by local attorney Morris
Weintraub proposing countywide planning and
zoning, while eliminating local officialjurisdiction
over the process. At the time, these bills failed, but
planning and zoning legislation did become a ma
jor concern of the community and the industry
in subsequent years. Interaction with the North
ern Kentucky Area Planning Commission
(NKAPC), created by the Kentucky legislature in
1961, and other planning units consumed signifi
cant amounts of time for both builders and city
officials as communities in Northern Kentucky
continued to experience growing pains.
Beginning in 1956, the HBANK called for con
solidating and streamlining governmental opera
tions and supported the planning process, even
though many local governments resisted. Wary of
those supporting this new process, local govern
mental officials succeeded in maintaining the sta
tus quo-creating considerable controversies es
pecially in the river cities of Boone, Campbell, and
Kenton counties. Builders called for consolidation

of services, citing the complexity of 44 cities and
three counties, each with different building codes

school. Annual appeals, a weekly bingo, and a fall

festival were instituted. Today, as a result of these

ther frustratingentrepreneurs in the home-building
business, state officials in Frankfort imposed ad
ditional requirements that applied to the com
monwealth's metropolitan areas in particular.
This was the setting in which the Home Builders
Association of Northern Kentucky (HBANK) was
founded by sixteen residential contractors in 1955.
Builders, remodelers, suppliers, and subcontrac
tors came together in order to interact as a body
with government; their purpose was to provide
leadership in shaping regulations and legislation,
setting standards of construction and consumer
relations, educating consumers and their own
members, fostering a good public image, and
contributing to the community through charitable

Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

and zoning and subdivision regulations. Builders
advocated the pooling of services in certain areas
rather than eliminating boundaries.
The HBANK sponsored successful legislation
that made the NKAPC advisory to cities and local
planning commissions, thus eliminating duplicate
hearings on planning and zoning issues. Other de
velopmental issues of interest to the HBANK in
cluded preservation of hillsides, agricultural lands,
and property rights; the Northern Kentucky Prop
erty Rights Association was formed in response to
the latter concern. The HBANK introduced new

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The

Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Thomas S. Ward

Jim Feldman and Bill Goller
HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH. The

HOME

Holy Spirit Catholic Church in Newport resulted
from a decreasing Catholic urban population and
the dwindling number of priests in the Diocese
of Covington (see Roman Catholics). The city of
Newport, on the Ohio River, attracted many Cath
olic immigrants of Irish, German, and Italian ex
traction in the 19th and early 20th centuries. But
in the mid-20th century, many Catholics moved to

NORTHERN KENTUCKY. It was during the
home-building boom that followed World War

BUILDERS

ASSOCHATION

OF

II (1941–1945) that home builders in America for

mally organized to meet the demands being thrust
upon them. In Northern Kentucky, home builders
found that multiple local governments issued con
flicting regulations administered by people poorly
informed about complexities of the industry. Fur

concepts in residential planning, including Open
Space Communities, Cluster Development, and
Planned Unit Development (PUD). PUD, which
involves integrating multiple uses in a develop
ment, was adopted in Kenton Co. and later used as
a model ordinance for adoption nationwide. It was
applied in the subdivisions of Beech Grove, in the
Prospect Point development that became part of
Villa Hills, and later in Boone Co. at the Oakbrook
subdivision.

In 1958 the HBANK supported the adoption of
a uniform building code in the Northern Kentucky
counties of Boone, Campbell, and Kenton that was

HOMELAND SECURITY AND 9/11

designed to upgrade the quality of building. A
1963 survey revealed that most of the communities
in these three counties had no building code in ef.
fect, and while a few others had codes expressed in
several typed pages, some of these were still based
on code formulations dating from 1895. Code en
forcement was sporadic at best and in many cases
nonexistent. The HBANK proposed and secured
adoption of the National Building Code as the uni
form code in the three counties of Boone, Camp

in 1963, is an annual spring showcase of new homes
of various price ranges in locations scattered
throughout Northern Kentucky. Homefest has dis
played new homes in one location each year since
1974. Citifest is an annual showing of upscale
homes in older cities, particularly in Newport, that
started in 2002. The Home Products Expo, begun
in 1974, is an annual exhibit of products and ser
vices for new and remodeled homes. Previously
held at either the Drawbridge Inn in Fort Mitchell

bell, and Kenton.

or the Crestview Mall in Crestview Hills, it now

In 1976 the HBANK prepared legislation to es
tablish a state department of buildings, housing,
and construction, but the Kentucky General As
sembly did not approve the legislation until 1978,
after the tragic Beverly Hills Supper Club fire
in 1977. The new department then approved a
uniform building code for adoption at the local
level and developed a mechanism for enforce
ment. Northern Kentucky cities and counties, at
the builders' urging, adopted the statewide build
ing code, which was placed in effect in August
1981. The One- and Two-Family Dwelling Code
and the Building Officials of America Code be
came the statewide building code adopted at the
builders' urging by Boone, Campbell, and Kenton

occurs at the Northern Kentucky Convention
Center in Covington. The home builders associa
tion's television show, My New Kentucky Home,
first broadcast in 2000, regularly appears on In
sight Communications (ICN 6) in Northern Ken
tucky. It features interviews with builders, remod
elers, and suppliers and commentary on home
products and services.
A strong demand for apartments was evident
in Northern Kentucky by the end of the 1960s. In
response, builders sought information on apart
ment construction, sound control, financing,
and management through the Northern Kentucky
Apartment Council, established as an arm of the
HBANK. Its purpose was to provide a forum for
education and information and to inform the pub
lic and local governments of the need for this type
of housing. Apartment construction has contin
ued to flourish over the years. In 1988 the council
merged with the Greater Cincinnati Apartment

counties and their cities. Also endorsed was cen
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target when passengers fought back and caused it
to crash into a remote farm field in Pennsylvania.
Brian Williams, a native of Northern Kentucky,
died in the attack on the World Trade Center.
The immediate result of these aerial attacks

was a shutdown of air transportation within U.S.
airspace for two days as the federal government
made sure no other aircraft hijackplan was in place
and updated the nation's air-transportation se
curity procedures. During the days immediately
following the attack, citizens within Northern
Kentucky, as elsewhere, took part in church me
morial services and vigils remembering those who
had been killed. State and county governments
opened their emergency operation centers, and law
enforcement officers throughout Kentucky were
placed on overtime, patrolling areas considered as
targets (see Civil Defense).
As a result of the attacks, known now as "9/11"

because they occurred on September 11, the life
styles of U.S. citizens changed. The federal govern
ment created the Department of Homeland Secu
rity, which establishedan advisory security system.
Using the color codes of green, blue, yellow, or
ange, and red to represent ascending threat levels,
Homeland Security warns citizens regarding the
likelihood of terrorist attacks.

In 2006 the HBANK moved to new headquar
ters on Circleport Dr. in Erlanger, where it has
administrative offices, training facilities, and class

Among the major impacts 9/11 had on every
day life in Northern Kentucky was that friends and
family members could no longer greet or say good
bye to one another at the Cincinnati/Northern
Kentucky International Airport passenger
gates. Airports throughout the nation suddenly
increased these and other security procedures.
Citizens who enjoyed watching and taking pic

rooms, as well as an events center that can accom

tures of aircraft, trains, and towboats now had to

modate more than 200 people.
Home Builders Association of Northern Kentucky.
Industry Standard. Fort Mitchell: Home Builders
Association of Northern Kentucky, 2001.

consider the risk that such activities might make
them suspect as terrorists. Government offices be
came inconvenient to visit because of newly estab
lished security policies. Background security checks

Wiedeman, Donald M. Milestones and Memories:

on individuals became more common, as did the

The Heartbeat of Housing in Northern Ken
tucky. Fort Mitchell: Home Builders Association of
Northern Kentucky, 2001.

remodelers as well as new owners. A builder's or

September 11, 2001, America found itself at war
with neither a country nor an alliance of countries
but with a multinational ideology, often divorced
from the ruling government of any nation, which
proclaimed that the United States was a great evil,
to be destroyed by any and all means available. The

thorough uncovering of false claims regarding a
person's education level, employment, military
service, and outstanding warrants. New restrictive
regulations were implemented by the federal gov
ernment controlling the movement of cargo by
barge, aircraft, train, ship, and truck, while indus
tries were required by variouslevels of government
to upgrade security at their facilities. The open
military base, one permitting free admittance
without checking, became a thing of the past. All
of these changes came at a cost passed on to U.S.
citizens through higher prices for goods and cur

remodeler's failure to meet these standards is cause

attacks on the United States and its interests over

tailed governmental social services. Through July

for censure.

seas had started years earlier: the USS Cole, the

1, 2004, some $85 million had been spent in Ken
tucky by the federal Department of Homeland Se
curity, and this figure did not include funds spent
by other federal agencies to increase Kentucky's
ability to detect, deter, respond to, and recover

tralized building inspection in Northern Ken
tucky, but this was not directly related to the plan
ning process. Builders throughout the state
successfully challenged the state plumbing code in
a dramatic confrontation with suppliers and labor.
Legislation was adopted in 1966 that opened the
way for use of updated materials, notably plastic
pipe, in one of the HBANK's most significant and
successful endeavors. But bureaucratic delays
made the industry and consumers wait five years
before the new technology could be implemented.
Because construction standards, a mechanism

for handling consumer complaints, and stringent
requirements for builders and remodelers were
needed in order to maintain good consumer rela
tions and enhance the industry image, in 1990 the
HBANK adopted the Registered Builder/Remod
eler Program. It requires builders and remodelers
to meet astrict set of qualifications, including busi
ness ethics, customer references, peer review, and
financial integrity. The program includes profes
sional contracts incorporating workers' compen
sation and liability insurance, a one-year limited
warranty, and a complaint-handling procedure
that has proved to be of great value to builders

Association.

Donald M. Wiedeman

HOMELAND SECURITY AND 9/11. On

The expansion of building in the 1960s created

U.S. embassies in Africa, and individual U.S. citi

an increased demand for tradespeople, so it was
necessary to train new people to fill the jobs. The

zens. But those events had not been given credence
by the U.S. government as a coordinated attack

HBANK in 1967 began its Apprenticeship Pro
gram, which has been expanded from carpentry to

against the nation and its citizens by those adher

include electricity and HVAC (heating, ventila
tion, and air conditioning). It is offered in both En
glish and Spanish.
The HBANKsponsorsseveral consumer events

each year to show new homes and products. The
Northern Kentucky Cavalcade of Homes, begun

ing to a violent Islamicideology.
On September 11, 2001, four airliners were hi
jacked in the United States and used as flying
bombs. Three of them hit their intended targets.
Two airplanes hit the World Trade Center in New
York City, and another crashed into the Pentagon,
in Arlington, Va. The fourth aircraft failed to hit its

from a terrorist attack.

“Federal Money Covers Wide Range of Local Safety
Needs,” KP. May 23, 2005, K1.
“Ham Radio to the Rescue,” KP, June 25, 2005, Al2.

“Terrorism 101, KPJanuary 24, 2005, K1.

Charles H. Bogart
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HOMELESSNESS AND HOMELESS SHEL

TERS. Like many other urban areas, Northern
Kentucky has a homeless population. The Depart
ment of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
defines a homeless person as an individual who
lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime resi
dence, or one who has a primary nighttime resi
dence that is a supervised publicly or privately op
erated shelter designed to provide temporary living
accommodations (including welfare hotels, con
gregate shelters, and transitional housing for the
mentally ill); an institution that provides a tempo
rary residence for individuals intended to be insti
tutionalized; or a public or private place not de
signed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping
accommodation for human beings. HUD's defini
tion does not include persons who are doubled up
with family or friends, living in overcrowded con
ditions or in substandard housing. Neither does it
take into consideration the cost burdens borne by
the many low-income households that pay 60 per
cent or more of their income to live in housing that
is inadequate for their needs. HUD says, in other
contexts, that housing is affordable to a household
when the cost of rent and utilities does not exceed

30 percent of the household's adjusted income.
In an attempt to understand homelessness bet
ter, the state's housing finance agency, Kentucky
Housing Corporation (KHC), conducted home
lessness surveys in 1993 and again in 2001. These
studies found that economic instability (resulting
from job loss, low wages, divorce, lack of job skills
or training, inability to gain access to public assis

members of and participants in the Northern Ken
tucky Housing and Homeless Coalition. Together,
they coordinate efforts to provide affordable hous
ing and supportive services to the homeless. In De
cember 2005, HUD awarded these agencies more
than $1.6 million to provide homeless individuals
housing, rental assistance, and supportive social
services such as case management, mental and
physical health care, job training, education, bud
get management, domestic violence counseling,
life-skills training, and substance abuse treatment.
Despite this funding, it has long been recog
nized that there is a critical shortage of emergency
shelter beds available in Northern Kentucky, espe
cially for men. Efforts to correct this problem have
been ongoing for more than 10 years. During the
late 1990s, the concept of a one-stop day center,
social service facility, health care clinic, and shelter
evolved and came to be known as the Life Learning
Center. The center was to be established in Cov

veterans, 10 beds (see Veterans Administra
tion Medical Center).
Kenton Co.

Homeward Bound, 13–15 20th St., Covington, for
youth, 16 beds.
Madonna House, Fort Mitchell, for single women
over 18 in the last trimester of pregnancy.
North Key Transitional Apartment Program, 722
Scott Blvd., Covington, for mentally ill adults,
supervised living.
Transitions, 1629 Madison Ave., Covington, for
chemically dependent women and their chil
dren, 15 units.

Welcome House, 205 Pike St., Covington, for
women and children, 25 rooms.
Women's Crisis Center, 835 Madison Ave., Cov

ington, for victims of domestic violence.
“Giving Hope a Home,” KP, January 13, 2003, 1K-3K.
The Health Foundation of Greater Cincinnati. www

ington, where the majority of homeless persons are
located and where the existing agencies that pro
vide the services have their offices. Despite fund
ing commitments and available sites, the City of
Covington twice rejected the project, once by pre
empting the intended site, using eminent domain
laws, and on a second occasion by denying the re
quired zoning change. The projected Life Learning
Center in Covington remains a viable concept to
address the most critical needs of the homeless but

healthfoundation.org (accessed January 6, 2006).
“Homeless Shelter Loses Land to City." KE, January
24, 2001, B1.

Homes & Communities. www.hud.gov (accessed
January 6, 2005).

Barry Grossheim
HOMING PIGEONS. During the first half of
the 20th century, homing pigeons were raised in
Northern Kentucky, participated in races, and per
formed their duties as communicators.

tance, loss of such assistance, and other factors) is a

has yet to find the necessary political support.
Several emergency and transitional shelters
for the homeless operate in Northern Kentucky,
although the number of persons in need far ex

Earlier, before the invention of the telegraph,
the homing (carrier) pigeon constituted the "over
night express." For instance, when President An

leading cause of homelessness. Additional causes

ceeds the number of available beds. Welcome

drew Jackson died in Nashville on June 8, 1845, the

are domestic violence, mental illness, substance

House of Northern Kentucky, a typical shelter
serving women and children, has turned away
more than 2,000 people in need of shelter in a year
owing to the lack of available beds or because of
household makeup. Efforts to increase the number
of shelter beds available routinely face stiff opposi
tion in Northern Kentucky.

residents of Washington, D.C., learned of his death
one and one-half days later via the homing pigeon
network. Generally owned by the stagecoach in
dustry and located in major cities such as New Or
leans, Nashville, Lexington, Cincinnati, and Pitts
burgh, these birds contributed significantly to
keeping the nation informed. Lexington was a
major relay point for the pigeons. Individual birds
were confined in cages on the roofofthe stagecoach
station. Each cage was marked with the bird's city
of destination. Well fed and well attended, the pi
geons were ready to fly at a minute's notice for a
premium fee. A note was inserted into a small
pouch attached to a bird's leg, and the bird was re

abuse, illness, and family rejection.
The KHCsurveys found significant differences
between the homeless population in the urban ar
eas of Covington and Northern Kentucky, Lexing
ton and Fayette Co., and Louisville, on one hand,
and the rural areas of the rest of the state, on the

other hand. In the urban areas, the majority of
homeless individuals were men; in the rural areas
more women than men were homeless. In addi

Emergency and Transitional Shelters
Operating in Northern Kentucky

tion, the homeless people in urban areas are more
likely to be unsheltered (living on the streets) than
are those in rural areas. In all areas, a significant

Boone Co.

number of homeless individuals are children.

It is extremely difficult to determine the num
ber of homeless persons, especially those who are
unsheltered. A count in January 2005 found a total
of 305 homeless persons in Northern Kentucky on
one night. The number would likely have been
considerably higher had the count been made
during the summer months, when the unsheltered
homeless are more visible. A 2001 report by Ap
plied Information Resources, funded by the Health
Foundation of Greater Cincinnati, estimated that

25,488 individuals had experienced episodes of
homelessness in the Greater Cincinnati-Northern

Kentucky area in the previous year.
There are many local social service agencies
that try to help the homeless find housing and at
tempt to address the root causes of homelessness
in Northern Kentucky. Most of the agencies are

Women's Crisis Center, Outreach Office, 1}

Shelby St., Florence, for victims of domestic vio
lence, 23 beds.

Campbell Co.
Brighton Center Independent Living Services,
Seventh and Park Aves, Newport, a youth tran
sitional living program for ages 16 through 21.
Henry Hosea House, 901 York St., Newport, 3

leased. Within three hours the Cincinnati bird
would arrive, with the note aboard. Travel times

varied with the distance and with winds aloft, but

Interfaith Hospitality Network, 336 W. Ninth St.,
Newport, for families and children, up to 30 beds.
Salvation Army, 340 W. 10th St., Newport, tran
sitional housing, 2 units.
Transitions Droege House, 925 Fifth Ave., Day

often birds attained a speed of 50 miles per hour
and could fly 600 miles to their destination. The
only threat was posed by an occasional eagle or
hawk en route. Once the pigeon arrived, it would
be fed and rested, then placed in a cage for its re
turn stagecoach ride. Some birds had the ability
(the instinct) to fly return routes, and those were
highly valued. The Lexington-Cincinnati route
was discontinued in 1851 with the stringing of

ton, a detox center for adult men and women, 9

the first telegraph lines from Lexington, through

beds; transitional housing for chemically depen

Grant and Kenton counties, to Cincinnati.

dent men, 10 beds.

Homing pigeons were used in the Civil War,
World War I, and World War II. Bud Deglow, a
Covington resident, for instance, offered the use of

units for transitional shelter.

Veteran's Administration Domiciliary, 1000 S.
Fort Thomas Ave., Fort Thomas, for homeless

HOPEFUL LUTHERAN CHURCH

his pigeons during World War II. From around 1910
through the 1950s, there were several individuals
in the region who raised, trained, raced, and even
wagered on their birds. Covington and Bellevue
had pigeon racing clubs. There were local races,
such as the popular 45-mile Sunday morning run
from Dillsboro, Ind., to Bellevue, Ky. Typically, a
club member transported the competing birds to

“Hopeful Heights Is Dissolved," KP, January 29,
1970, 1K.

"Hopeful Hts. Had Lost All Hope," KE, December 26,
1982, C7.

Reis, Jim. "Annexation Battles Stirred Hopeful

Heights,” KP, July 15, 1996,4K.
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Pastor Crigler was heartily in favor of the use of
English in the liturgy. In the final years of Carpen
ter's ministry, services had alternated between
German and English, but under Crigler, English
became the language used exclusively in worship.
In 1837 a 35-by-50-footbrick church was built from
bricks made from a site near the church. Much of

HOPEFUL LUTHERAN CHURCH. Hopeful
Lutheran Church, located just outside of Florence

while, back in Bellevue, a clock was mounted on
the back wall of each bird's roost, and when the

in Boone Co., is the oldest Lutheran church west of

the work was donated, so the final treasurer's report
listed only $1,587 in expenses.
In 1854 the Hebron Evangelical Lutheran

the Allegheny Mountains. The founding families

Church was formed near what became Hebron.

bird landed on its perch, a camera was triggered,
recording the bird's arrival time. One bird from
the J. H. & S. Loft at 228 Prospect Street, Bellevue,
was entered in the 1954 Mountain Empire Futu
rity, a 320-mile western endurance trip. Of the 450
birds that were entered from 31 states, only 7 com
pleted the run. The J. H.&S. bird won second-prize
money. This Bellevue aviary held government con
tracts for the breeding, raising, and training of
birds for national emergencies. Homing pigeons
were also used in local celebrations. On May 9,
1913, the opening day of the Covington Blue Sox
team in the new Federal Baseball League, homing
pigeons were released to each of the other cities in
the league, announcing that Covington now had
major league baseball.

were members of the Hebron Lutheran Church in

The Hopeful and Hebron Lutheran churches
formed a joint parish, which lasted until 1947, and
a parsonage was built halfway between the two on
a lot near Limaburg.
Rev. W. C. Harter began his work at Hopeful
Lutheran Church in early 1864 with great promise,
but he died after a brief illness on July 31 of that
year. After ashort vacancy, Rev. Thomas Drake was
called to become the church's pastor in 1865. Dur
ing the Civil War, Drake had served as a provost
marshal in Fairfield Co., Ohio. The predominant
political mood of the congregation was highly in
favor of the South, and since some of the people in
the county had been arrested or imprisoned by a
provost marshal during the war, Pastor Drake was
not well received. Although he remained at Hope
ful Lutheran Church for two years, he accom
plished little because of the bitter feelings regard
ing his service during the war.
Rev. A. G. Emmerson began his service at
Hopeful Lutheran Church in 1867 and was able to
bring healing and growth to the church during his
two-year ministry. Rev. W. C. Barnett became pas
tor in 1871 andled the church for the next 10 years.
From 1881 to 1883, Rev. A. J. Douglas was pastor of
the parish. His son, Lloyd C. Douglas, was an au

Dillsboro and released them at a set time. Mean

"Bellevue Bird One of Seven to Finish Big Race,” KP,
October 15, 1954, 10.

"Bud Deglow Had Appreciation for Fully Living His
Life,” KP, November 10, 2001, 12A.

Coleman, J. Winston. Stage-Coach Days in the
Bluegrass. Louisville, Ky. Standard Press, 1936.
Michael R. Sweeney
HOPEFULHEIGHTS. Thecommunity of Hope
ful Heights in Boone Co. grew up around the Hope
ful Lutheran Church, from which the town's

main thoroughfare, Hopeful Church Rd., also re
ceived its name. The church's adjacent cemetery
contains the graves of many important Boone
Countians. For many years, the area was a sleepy
neighborhood of farms, but when I-75 was built, it
brought the development of the nearby Florence
Mall. Thereafter, Hopeful Heights began partici
pating in the amazing population growth that has
been so much a part of Boone Co.'s recent history.
In November 1960, there was a movement by the
City of Florence to annex Hopeful Heights, but 22
Hopeful Heights residents filed suit to stop the ac
tion in December. In April 1961, Hopeful Heights
incorporated as a protective move. With a popula
tion of only 550, and in view of the continuing de

bate regarding the provision of much-needed city
services, especially sewers, the sixth-class City of

Hopeful Heights faced a severe financial crisis. In
1969 a majority of the city's residents signed a peti
tion requesting the dissolution of their town; in
January 1970, the Appeals Court dismissed a suit
attempting to block the dissolution, and the city
came to an official end. By 1982 about half of Hope
ful Heights had been made part of Florence, and by
2000 the entire area had been annexed by Florence.
Becker, Lee B. “Hopeful Heights Off to New Disagree
ment," KE, August 23, 1969,21.

Madison Co., Va., and descendants of German colo

nists who had immigrated to North America dur
ing the early 1700s. (See German Americans.) The
first families coming from Virginia to Kentucky ar
rived in Boone Co. in November 1805. The mem

bers of the group were Elizabeth Hoffman, John and
Millie House, George and Elizabeth Rouse, John
and Nancy Rouse, Ephraim and Susannah Tanner,
and Frederick and Rose Zimmerman. Each family
soon built a cabin, with the exception of George
Rouse, who pitched his tent not far from where the
present Hopeful Lutheran Church now stands.
The first religious services were held at the
homestead of George Rouse. Worship services
were conducted in German and included hymn
singing, prayers, and sermons read by Ephraim
Tanner. These settlers former pastor in Virginia,
Rev. William Carpenter, sent a constitution and
urged them to form a congregation. They did so on
January 6, 1806, and the following men signed that
constitution: Daniel Beemon, John Beemon, John

House, George Rouse, Jacob Rouse, John Rouse,
Michael Rouse, Ephraim Tanner, Simeon Tanner,
and Frederick Zimmerman. All signers were from
the Hebron Church in Virginia; five had arrived
with the original group in November, and the re
maining five arrived soon thereafter.
George Rouse donated an acre of ground on
which to build the church, and in 1807 a log church
was constructed. In his 1854 history of the church,
Rev. David Harbaugh described the building: “It
was a cabin church in reality, built of unhewn logs.
The roof and door were made of clapboards; the

floor with puncheons, and the seats were made of
saplings. An opening was made at each end by saw
ing out some logs for windows. These were always
open, that is, without sash or lights. They had nei
ther stove nor fireplace in it, yet they met for wor
ship during the winter."
From the beginning, the congregation of the
Hopeful Lutheran Church strove to have an or
dained minister come at least once a year to ad
minister the sacraments. Rev. William Carpenter
came from Virginia at least twice for that purpose.

thor who wrote such books as The Robe and Dr.

Hudson's Secret Journal. Except for the pastorate
of Rev. H. Max Lentz (1890–1900), the period from
1881 to 1916 was one of the shortest terms of

service for pastors at Hopeful Lutheran Church.
In 1917, during the pastorate of the Rev. George A.
Royer, the present brick church building was
erected at a cost of more than $12,000.

At the end of Rev. J. Paul Rimmer's pastorate,

the Hopeful-Hebron joint parish was dissolved;
each church became independent. A brick parson
age was built beside the Hopeful Lutheran Church
in 1949, during the pastorate of Rev. Herman V. J.
Andres. An educational wing was added, and in
1956 the church celebrated its 150th anniversary.
Rev. Robert C. Richter became pastor in 1963 and
served the parish until his retirement in 1980. Rev.
John H. Pollock followed him in 1981. In 1991 ex

tensive remodeling was begun and a new social hall

In 1813 he moved to Boone Co. and became the

was added to the church. This work on the church

first pastor of the congregation. He served the par
ish longer than any of his successors, ministering

was dedicated in November 1992. In April 1996

until his death in 1833. Both a new constitution

pastor. In 2005 the church broke ground for a new
sanctuary, and in 2006 the congregation celebrated
its 200th anniversary. Fields remains the church's

and a new church building were added during
Carpenter's pastorate. The new church building was
a 25-by-25-footlog church, with an end gallery and
a raised pulpit. Before his death, Carpenter wrote
to Rev. Jacob Crigler, urging him to take charge of
the Hopeful church's parish. Crigler did so in 1834.

Rev. Blair Fields was called to become the church's

pastor.

Church records and archives of Hopeful Lutheran
Church, Boone Co., Ky.
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HORD, REBEKAH HECHINGER

Harbaugh, David. A History of the Evangelical Lu
theran Congregation of Hopeful Church, Boone
County, Kentucky. Cincinnati; S. V. Crossman,
1854.

Horner was active in the Newport community; for
example, in June 1899 he was elected an officer of
the Colored Four Hundred Society of Newport.
The Horners resided at 152 Van Voast Ave. in Bel

Lentz, H. Max. History of Lutheran Churches in Boone

County, Kentucky York, Pa.; P Anstadt, 1902.
Michael D. Rouse

HORD, REBEKAH HECHINGER(b. January
25, 1899, Maysville, Ky; d. July 7, 1977, Maysville,
Ky). Rebekah Hechinger Hord, the daughter of
Ferdinand and Hattie Oridge Hechinger, became
the first woman mayor of a city in Kentucky. She
graduated from Maysville High School in 1916
and married Dr. Winn E. Hord on April 26, 1920.
She was a Democrat and, during the late 1940s, was
the first woman to serve as a Maysville city com
missioner. She was elected without opposition
as mayor in November 1951, after having served as
mayor pro tem following the resignation of James
M. Collins, the previous mayor. To run for the seat,
Hord had defeated former mayor Rex Parker in
the Democratic primary. Her subsequent election
made her not only the first woman mayor of
Maysville but also the first woman ever to hold the
position of mayor of a city in Kentucky. She was
reelected in 1957 and served through May 1961. As
mayor, she was instrumental in securing federal
aid to build the town's vital floodwall (see Flood

Control). After completing her terms as mayor,
Hord ran unsuccessfully for the Kentucky legisla

levue in 1900, later moving to 404 W. Fourth St. in
Newport. In August 1902 Horner helped organize
and was a speaker at the Kentucky State Colored
Chautauqua, which was held at Electric Gardens at
11th and Brighton Sts. in Newport.
While principal of Southgate, Horner requested
that the high school's program be expanded from
three to four years, to match the program of New
port High School. His proposal was accepted and
implemented, and the Southgate St. High School
continued to offer its African American student

body four years of high school until the school was
closed in 1921. In June 1905, Horner was asked by
the Newport Board of Education to resign as princi
paland was given until the July board meeting to re
ply to their demand. The board minutes do not indi
cate the reason for the board's request. He resigned
before the Julyboard meeting, and from that time on
no further information about Horner is available.

sel collapsed at Fourth and Isabella Sts. Wooding
drowned, but Horner was rescued and recovered.

Horner was active in St. Andrew's Episcopal
Church in Cincinnati. He was a 32nd Degree Ma
son. In the 1930s, Horner was married a second

time, to Katharine Berry. In 1943 he retired from
medical practice and moved to a farm he owned in
Williamsburg, Ohio. He died in 1948, and his re
mains were cremated at the Cincinnati Crematory.
Dabney, W. P. Cincinnati's Colored Citizens. Cin
cinnati: Dabney, 1926.
“Death Notices,” KE, October 13, 1938, 32.
“Dr. Charles E. Horner," KTS, October 13, 1948, 4.

“Man Drowned When Flatboat Capsized on Flooded
Street," KTS, February 12, 1918, 11.

“Newport Physician to Face Grand Jury," KP, August
8, 1940, 1.

Reis, Jim. “Educator's Son Worked Hard to Be Called

‘Doctor.” KP February 4, 2002,4K.
Theodore H. H. Harris

HORSE RACING. Competitive licensed horse
racing in Northern Kentucky has primarily in
volved thoroughbreds. All thoroughbred horses

“Horner Must Go,” KP, June 22, 1905, 5.

have unbroken bloodlines drawn from three Ara

“Newport," CE, July 18, 1899, 3.
Newport Board of Education. Fifty-Third Annual
Report of the Public Schools of Newport. New

bian stallions (the Byerley Turk, the Darley Ara
bian, and the Godolphin Barb) and approximately
40 English mares. As pioneers began settling Ken
tucky during the second half of the 18th century,
they discovered that the nutrients in the area's
limestone- and mineral-based waters and grasses
strengthened horses and made this the perfect

port, Ky., Campbell Co. Printing, 1901.
“Newport News," KTS, August 15, 1902,3.
Reis, Jim. “Educator's Son Worked Hard to Be Called

‘Doctor'." KP February 4, 2004,4K.

ture in 1960. Her involvement in the Democratic
Theodore H. H. Harris

Party extended to the national level when she
served as a delegate to Democratic national con
ventions in 1939 and 1960. Her daughter, Harriet
Cartmell, was elected mayor of Maysville in 1986.
Hord's varied interests led her to participate in
many civic and professional organizations, such as
the Kentucky Municipal League, the American
Red Cross, the League of Women Voters, the Hu
mane Society, and the Nomads women's club. She
died, apparently of a heart attack, in 1977 and was
buried in the Maysville and Mason Co. Cemetery.
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. Maysville, Kentucky:
From Past to Present in Pictures. Maysville. Ma
son Co. Museum, 1983.

“Former Maysville Mayor Hord Discovered Dead in
Mansion,” CE, July 11, 1977, 1.
“Mayor Hord Wins Re-Election," KTS, November 7,
1957, 1.

HORNER, CHARLES E. (b. August 1, 1882,
Cincinnati, Ohio; d. October 11, 1948, Cincinnati,
Ohio). Charles E. Horner, the son of Charles D.

Horner and Rebecca Day Minnes Horner, became
the first African American medical doctor in New

port. He attended public schools up to the eighth
grade, leaving school at age 15. At age 16, he went to
work in a restaurant as a cook and a pantryman. In
1899, at age 17, Horner moved from Ohio to New
port and began working as a janitor at the South
gate St. School, where his father was the princi
pal; he also waited tables at evening parties. He
later held janitorial jobs at two churches and
worked as a window washer, a porter in stores, and
a waiter at nighttime poker parties.
In 1903, with $300 in his bank account, Horner

“Mrs. Rebekah Hord Is Elected First Woman Mayor
of Maysville,” KP, August 6, 1951, 1.
“Office Oath Taken by City Commission: Mayor Be
gins Term," KE, January 8, 1952, 1.
Thomas S. Ward

HORNER, CHARLES D. (b. August 1859, Ten
nessee; date and place of death unknown). Charles
Horner was the principal of Newport's African
American Southgate St. School from 1897 to
1904. He married Rebecca Day Minnes, and the
couple had six children, including Charles E.
Horner, who became a medical doctor in Newport.
The family resided in the Cincinnatineighborhood
of Cumminsville until Charles D. Horner became

principal of the Southgate St. School in 1897.

entered the Eclectic Medical College in Cincinnati,
attending classes during the day and working as a

waiter at night. He graduated with a degree in
medicine from the college in 1907. In 1908 he
worked as a Pullman porter stationed in Chicago,
traveling throughout the United States, Canada,
and parts of Mexico. In 1910 he took the Kentucky
State Medical Board examination and passed with
an average score of 79. In May 1911 Horner mar
ried Emma Walker. He began his medical practice
in Newport, where he lived, and treated mostly
white patients.
In February 1918 Horner almost lost his life
while trying to visit sick patients in a flooded area of
Newport. He was in the floodwaters in a flatboat
with a man named George Wooding, when the ves

place to breed and raise thoroughbreds. Challenge
match races and the laying out ofprivate racetracks
on farmlands were common during the settlement
period and in the years immediately following
Kentucky statehood in 1792. One early settler,
William Whitley of Lincoln Co., helped to estab
lish the model for competitive thoroughbred rac
ing in America. Whitley, who had fought the Brit
ish in the Carolinas during the Revolutionary
War, had a deep personal aversion to anything
associated with England, including its long
established horse-racing traditions. Consequently,
when he laid out his private racecourse, Sportsman
Hill, he decided that racing on it would be con
ducted counterclockwise and on dirt (not clock

wise and on grass, as in England). Both of these
changes were soon adopted nationwide as being
the "American way” to race thoroughbreds.
The Lexington Association Track, which was
built in 1828, was the first racetrack in Kentucky to
conduct thoroughbred racing by a set of written
rules and to have a formal governing board. The
next significant racecourse to open in Kentucky
was the Louisville Jockey Club Track (later known
as Churchill Downs). It was opened by Col. Matt J.
Winn and a group of investors on May 17, 1875, the
same day the new track in Louisville ran the first
Kentucky Derby. This presence of thoroughbred
racecourses in Lexington and Louisville helped
convince a group of horsemen and local officials
from Central and Northern Kentucky that they
too should open a thoroughbred racetrack. Seven
men, track president and race judge T.J. Megibben;
racing secretary Maj. Elias D. Lawrence; horseman

HORSE RACING

Col. Robert W. Nelson; attorney and Covington
councilman Frank P. Helm; judges George G.
Perkins and Walter W. Cleary, and John Taylor,
the son of Gen. James Taylor Jr., joined together
to form the Latonia Agricultural and Stock Asso

garnered nationwide interest, drew prestigious
fields, and attracted large crowds. Racing at Lato
nia peaked in the mid-1920s. Two races held there,
Latonia's 1923 Fall Championship and the third

leg of the 1924 American International challenge

ciation, which obtained a state charter to race thor

race, were such important events that they are in

oughbred horses in 1882. Having purchased 109
acres in the Milldale District near Covington from

cluded in all major thoroughbred horseracing his

Gen. James Taylor, the track's new officers pro
ceeded to build their racetrack, named Latonia (see
Latonia Racecourse) after the nearby Latonia
Springs, once a popular summer resort.
On June 9, 1883, Latonia's opening day, the race
track drew a crowd estimated to number 10,000.

Oddly, the featured race that day, the Hindoo Stakes,
saw horses named Leonatus, Drake Carter, and

Ragland finish first, second, and third, respectively,
thus duplicating the exact finish they had achieveda
few weeks earlier in the Kentucky Derby at Louis
ville. The facts that three Derby horses raced in
Latonia's opening feature and that the jockey aboard
Leonatus was Isaac Murphy, the jockey with the all
time leading win percentage in stakes in American
racing history, were strong indications that Latonia
was starting out on the rightfoot.
The Hindoo Stakes, which became the Latonia

Derby in 1888, remained Latonia's top race; often
in the years that followed, the purse provided to
the winner of the Latonia Derby was larger than
either the Kentucky Derby's purse or any of the
stakes purses offered at the Lexington Association
Track. Racehorse owners were soon rotating their
stock from the track in Lexington to the one in
Louisville and ending at Latonia, a racing sequence
soon christened Kentucky's 3-L Race Circuit. The
success of Latonia and the new 3-L Race Circuit

(see Three-LHighway) spawned three lower-level
area copycat tracks, one in Oakley, a northeast
suburb of Cincinnati, and two in Northern Ken

tucky. The first, the Gentlemen's Full Racing Park
in Oakley, opened in 1889 and closed in 1904. In
April 1896 the Queen City Race Track (1896–1905)
opened just south of Newport, along the Licking
River. It offered smaller purses and catered to
cheaper horses. Even so, one of the nation's top rid

ers, Jimmy Winkfield, who was living in Cincin
nati, rode at both the Oakley and the Newport
tracks. The third of these tracks, The Rosedale

Electric Light Jockey Club (Rosedale, Ky., now part
of Covington), which also opened in 1896, found
fame by becoming one of America's earliest lighted
evening racecourses, but bankruptcy was declared
in 1897 and it never reopened.
Latonia's rapid rise to be counted among the
top tracks in Kentucky helped to keep its quality of
racing at a high level until 1929, the year the Great
Depression began. Racing at Latonia drew some
of the nation's best horses, many noted trainers,
the best jockeys, and some of the most famous
owners in America. In a period from 1915 to 1928,
Latonia led all North American tracks in total

purse moneys awarded. Horses racing at Latonia
set several speed records, and the prestigious stake
races the track added, such as the Clipsetta Stakes
and the Latonia Oaks for distaffs, and the open
company Latonia Cup and Fall Championship,

tories covering this period.
The ownership at Latonia changed several times
over the years, alternating between local and out
of-town owners. The final change occurred in 1919,
when a race syndicate headed by Matt J. Winn,
called the Kentucky Jockey Club, bought all the
thoroughbred tracks in Kentucky. This change in
ownership had an immediate impact on the Lato
nia Derby, which was diminished in importance as
Winn concentrated on making the Latonia Derby's
rival, the Kentucky Derby, America's most famous
race. The 1930s were difficult years at Latonia.
Purses were substantially reduced, the top stables
no longer raced there, and the track struggled just
to survive. Latonia closed suddenly in 1939 after its
properties were sold to the Sohio Refining Com
pany (Standard Oil of Ohio).
Thoroughbred racing did not resume in North
ern Kentucky until 1957, and at that, it came in a
backdoor manner. A five-eighths-mile harnesstrack
had been opened during the 1950s in Florence in
Boone Co., and in 1957 the Northern Kentucky
Turf Association (the parent organization of Ken
tucky Raceways) obtained a license to conduct a
thoroughbred meet. Kentucky Raceways con
ducted one meet in 1957 (September 7–October 5)
and then closed. Meanwhile, plans were in the
works to open a second Latonia track, also to be
located in Florence. The key founding figure of
what was called the Latonia Jockey Club Inc. was
Matt Winn Williamson, the grandson of Matt J.
Winn. New Latonia (the original track became
known as Old Latonia) opened on August 27, 1959,
and drew a crowd totaling 10,000. The jubilation
associated with the track's successful opening, and
its owner's high hopes, did not last long. Under
capitalized, the track fell into receivership in No
vember 1959, emerged barely hanging on, and
throughout the 1960s, 1970s, and mid-1980s con
ducted racing acknowledged as being clearly below
the levels established by the earlier Latonia track.
In 1965 Corwin Nixon's Ohio-based harness orga
nization agreed to help pay for lighting at Latonia,
and from 1965 until the mid-1980s the Latonia
Trots held meets at the track.

Briefly, during the 1970s, quarter-horse racing
was conducted at Latonia. The track's personable
general manager, John Battaglia (1971–1977), whose
son Mike remains the track announcer, had helped
launch quarter-horse racing, one of the many at
tempts during Battaglia's tenure as general man
ager to utilize Latonia's facilities fully and draw
more customers to the track. The track's thorough
bred meets in this era produced three memorable
firsts. Latonia was the first track to conduct night
racing in Kentucky (March 29, 1969) and the first
track in Kentucky to offer Sunday racing (Decem
ber 7, 1980). Then on March 22, 1974, it became
the 12th track nationwide, and the lone one in
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Kentucky, to produce a triple dead heat for a win.
Latonia was bought in 1967 by Emprise, which
ran Sportservice, the concessionaire that later
morphed into the Delaware North Corporation.
Nineteen years later, on April 9, 1986, Latonia was
sold to the partnership of businessmen Jerry Car
roll and James Thornton and renamed Turfway
Park.

Turfway Park's first meet was held in the fall
of 1986. In August 1987 Carroll and Thornton
dissolved their partnership after Carroll outbid
Thornton for control of the track. While Carroll

was running Turfway Park (1986–1999), the track
gained attention for the innovations it introduced
and its improved quality of racing. Carroll trans
formed the Spiral Stakes, a contest that began as a
$10,000 ungraded stake, into what eventually be
came a Grade II $600,000 event, the Jim Beam

Stakes, a race that produced three Preakness win
ners (Summer Squall, 1990; Hansel, 1991; and Prai
rie Bayou, 1993), a Belmont winner (Hansel, 1991),
a Kentucky Derby winner (Lil E. Tee, 1992), and
three Eclipse Champion Horse Award winners
(Summer Squall, 1990; Prairie Bayou, 1993; and
filly-champ Serena's Song, 1995).
Carroll spent millions improving the track's
racing surface and physical plant. On July 22, 1994,
he opened the Race Book, a state-of-the-art simul
casting betting facility soon copied nationwide.
Attendance and track revenues peaked in the late
1990s and, true to form, Carroll, the speculator in
properties, sold out and moved on to a new
enterprise—building a motor sport facility called
the Kentucky Speedway. On January 15, 1999, it
was announced that a partnership consisting of
the Keeneland Association; Dreamport, a division
of GTECH Corporation; and Harrah's Entertain
ment had purchased Turfway Park. Each new
owner had a specific reason for joining this part
nership. Both GTECH Corporation and Harrah's
Entertainment were positioning themselves to
profit, should videogambling devices beallowed at
racetracks in Kentucky, and Keeneland was at
tempting to block Churchill Downs, which had
purchased Ellis Park in Kentucky, from dominat
ing the Kentucky racing circuit and its dates. In
2006 the GTECH Corporation sold out to the
other two partners. Turfway Park holds annual
Spring, Fall, and Holiday meets and in 2005 be
came the first North American track to race on

Polytrack, a syntheticsurface that allows all-weather
racing. The track hasjust completed a multimillion
dollar expansion of the paddock and saddling area,
the gift shop, and its food-distribution sites. It has
also launched an aggressive campaign to attract
new fans to the track by offering discounted food
and drink, providing live music entertainment,
and hosting special community parties and gath
erings. Old Latonia and New Latonia are gone,
but their legacy is preserved and lives on at the
horse-racing facility that today is named Turfway
Park.

Claypool, James C. The Tradition Continues: The
Story of Old Latonia, Latonia, and Turfway
Racecourses. Fort Mitchell, Ky., T.I. Hayes, 1997.
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HORSESHOE GARDENS

The Media and Information Guide. Florence, Ky.
Turfway Racecourse, 2000, 2002, 2004, 2006, and

portant gathering place for community events and
open-air summer concerts.

2007

“Miss United States in Style Parade," KP, April 17,
James C. Claypool

1932, 8.

Reis, Jim. “Beach Became Horseshoe Gardens,” KP
HORSESHOE

GARDENS. The Horseshoe

Gardens was an entertainment resort located along
the Ohio River at the foot of Ward St. in Bellevue,

Ky. Formerly known as the Riviera Beach and Dance
Hall, and before that as the Queen City Beach, it
was one of the various Campbell Co. beachfronts
on that stretch of the river that helped the City of
Cincinnati bring the national Grand Army of the
Republic (GAR) convention to the region in 1898.

June 12, 2000, 4K.

"Cherished Dreams Linger in Memories of
Youthful Years." KP, May 22, 1995,4K.

(1893–1897) awarded Horsfall the U.S. Congres
sional Medal of Honor on August 9, 1895, for "most
distinguished gallantry in action at Corinth, Miss.,
May 21, 1862.” Horsfall died in 1922 in his home at
218 W. Third St., Newport, at age 75. He was buried
in Evergreen Cemetery at Southgate in a GAR plot,
where a Kentucky Historical Marker memorializes
his bravery and courage.

. “One Peach ofa Beach,” KP, June 12, 2000, 4K.

Robin Caraway

Civil War Soldiers & Sailors System. “William Hors
fall." www.itj.nps.gov/cwss/ (accessed September

HORSFALL, WILLIAM H. (b. March 3, 1847,

Fiore, C.A. Young Heroes of the Civil War. Unionville,

Alexandria, Ky; d. October 22, 1922, Newport,
Ky). U.S. Congressional Medal of Honor recipi

NY: Royal Works Press, 1932.
Macon Co., Georgia. Andersonville National Ceme

Families of Civil War veterans rode streetcars to

ent William H. Horsfall was the second of six chil

Bellevue and Dayton, Ky., to frolic on the naturally

dren of English-born Jonathan Horsfall and his
wife Elizabeth, residents of Alexandria, Ky. By
1860 the family had moved to Newport, where
William resided during his adult life. At age 14, he

tery and Historic Site. www.maconcountyga.org
(accessed September 26, 2006).

sandy beaches of the bend in the Ohio River, as the
former soldiers reminisced at their convention in
Cincinnati.

After the Queen City Beach was sold in 1916,
the new owners renovated it, building a lavish
dance hall to entice customers on a year-round ba
sis. It advertised a new maple floor that could ac
commodate 1,000 dancers. A radio bandstand

system amplified the music throughout the hall.
In 1928 Bellevue native Ed Rohrer purchased
the business, by then called the Riviera Beach
and Dance Hall, and changed its name to the
Horseshoe Gardens. It sported a tropical-island
theme and featured the most popular local and re
gional bands. A newspaper account at the time de
scribed it as “brilliance on the Ky. Shore of the
Ohio River.”

The dance pavilion offered performances by
the Justin Huber Orchestra, Michael Hauer's Or

chestra, the Royal Kentuckians, the Nightingale
Orchestra, Bob Ranier, Earl Arnold, Fats Waller,

bluegrass singer Harry Willsy, the “Ky. Songbird”
Norbert Rechtin, the Mills Brothers, Murray Hor
ton and his band from WLW radio, and the like.

The Horseshoe Gardens also had a large ve
randa and an outdoor dining area called the Star
light Terrace. Another attraction was the Crystal
Floating Palace, a party area anchored to the dance
pavilion that featured bright lights in the shape of
a giant horseshoe. Customers could get a speed
boat ride from the dock for 35 cents. Many special
events were held at the Horseshoe Gardens, such as

ballroom-dancing contests, concerts, a Bavarian
villa, bathing-beauty contests, dinner dances, holi
day dances, and Mardi Gras balls. Miss United
States for 1932, Ludlow's Anne Lee Patterson,

led a parade of bathing-beauty winners at the re
sort one Sunday evening in April of that year.
The Horseshoe Gardens remained a popular
entertainment mecca until 1933. The Great De

26, 2006).

boarded the steamer Annie Laurie, which was

heading for the Kanawha River in what was then
Virginia. The young boy, who was small for his age
at just four feet and three inches in height, arrived
in Charleston, Va. (today W.Va), and enlisted on
January 1, 1862, in the Union Army's Company G,
1st Kentucky U.S. Infantry, as a drummer. His uni
forms and shoes were always too big for him, and
he usually walked barefoot, causing blisters and
infection throughout his term of service in the
military. He also suffered from knee calluses from
carrying the cumbersome snare drum. In combat
situations, Horsfall used a sharpshooter's 20

pound rifle with a telescope for long-range sight
ing. He fought in the Battle of Shiloh at Pittsburg
Landing, Tenn., and at the battle of Stone River,
near Murfreesboro, Tenn. On May 21, 1862, dur
ing the siege of Corinth, Miss., Capt. James T. Wil
liamson was shot in the hip and lay helpless be
tween the lines offire as his unit retreated. Horsfall

rested his rifle against a tree, stooped low, and ran
to Williamson. The boy slowly dragged the heavier
captain by the wrists, as bullets dug into the earth
all around him. Finally they reached safety behind
the reestablished skirmish line. Gen. William Rose

crans, commander of the Union division fighting
there, complimented Horsfall for his bravery.
Horsfall was captured on September 10, 1893, at
Graysville, Ga., and was held prisoner at Ander
sonville Prison, Andersonville, Ga., until August
19, 1864. Then on March 1, 1865, he reenlisted in

the Union Army in Company K, 4th Regiment, of
the U.S. Veteran Volunteers, in Cincinnati. During

Garry A. Casson
HOSEA HOUSE. The Henry Hosea House, lo
cated at 901 York St., Newport, was renovated and
donated by David and Marcia Hosea in 1992 to the
Interchurch Organization as a memorial to David
Hosea's father and grandfather. The facility, a for
mer VFW hall, now serves as a soup kitchen run by
the Interchurch Organization, commonly known
as ECHO, a nonprofit agency started by Sister
Mary Dorgan, C.D.P., and other ministers and com
munity members from Campbell Co. to help the
poor and the homeless (see Homelessness and
Homeless Shelters). ECHO officially began on
April 19, 1991, serving about 30 meals a day at the
fellowship hall of the First Church of the Nazarene,
located at 830 York St. in Newport; since the move
to the Henry Hosea House in 1992, ECHO serves
an average of 150 meals each evening. In June 1997
ECHO expanded its meal service to include week
ends and to offer other direct services, including a
referral service that connects guests with other so
cial agencies. The foot clinic offers on-site care by
trained nurses and doctors and provides new shoes
and socks for clients.

ECHO also provides blankets, fans, personal
care items, school supplies, and Thanksgiving food
baskets. The Adopt a Family for Christmas pro
gram recruits businesses, churches, community
groups, and families to purchase gifts and food for
families that otherwise would not have a holiday.
During the winter ECHO operates a program
called HUGS, an acronym for Hats, Underwear,
Gloves, and Socks. ECHO has four staff members
but utilizes more than 400 volunteers at Hosea

this term of service, Horsfall contracted a severe

cold from exposure to the elements and sleeping
on the ground. His untreated illness became pro
gressively worse, though he stayed with his regi
ment until being discharged on March 1, 1866. For

pression facilitated its demise, and the flood of
1937 destroyed any hopes of reviving the business.
In 1955 a group of people who had regularly
frequented the establishment formed the
Horseshoe Gardens Alumni Association. They re
newed friendships and cherished memories at an
annual dance and dinner party. Reunions are no

back, and limbs, as well as from heart disease. After

longer held, but the sentimental memory of the

ther of six children. He was the commander of the

Horseshoe Gardens lingers on. The site is now the

William Nelson Post of the Grand Army of the Re
public in Newport. President Grover Cleveland

Bellevue Beach Park, which continues to be an im

“War Veteran Dies,” KP, October 23, 1922, 3.

most of his adult life, Horsfall was a semi-invalid

suffering from rheumatism and pain in his lungs,

House throughout the year. The organization de
pends on the generosity of many agencies, indi
viduals, organizations, and the community.
“Her Kitchen Feeds Their Bodies; She Warms Their

Spirits,” KP, April 14, 1993, 1–2KK.
"Soup Kitchen Adds on Day—Hosea House Expands

to Meet Need," KE, January 15, 1995, B3.

the war he worked as a notary public; he also au
thored war poems, wrote music, and sang Horsfall

Gabrielle Summe

married Loretta Davis in 1871 and became the fa

HOSPITALS. The first hospital that operated in
Northern Kentucky was the medical facility at the
Newport Barracks, at the confluence of the Lick
ing and Ohio rivers in Newport. Two prominent

HOUSE, GERRY

physicians practiced there, Nathaniel Burger
Shaler and Gen. Charles Stuart Tripler. The
widely respected Shaler tended to the ill, both mili
tary and civilian, from the height of the cholera
epidemic in 1832 almost until his death in 1882.
Tripler, a career military officer, was at Newport
for a few years during the late 1850s, when he wrote
the long-used military medical classic Manual of
the Medical Officer of the Army of the United
States. Tripler also improved upon the U.S. Army's
field ambulances by adding a fourth wheel. He par
ticipated in local civilian medical societies, espe
cially in Cincinnati. The major U.S. Army medical
facility in Honolulu today is named in his honor.
In the early 1850s, two medical practitioners,
one named Dr. Holt and his partner, a Dr. Delaney,
opened what they called an infirmary in Covington
for the treatment of disease, mainly of the eyes and
ears. The first civilian general hospital in Northern
Kentucky was St. Elizabeth Hospital in Covington,
founded in 1861 (see St. Elizabeth Medical Cen

ter). Operated by the Sisters of the Poor of St. Fran
cis, a Catholic order of nuns, the hospital cared for
soldiers from either side of the conflict who were

injured in the Civil War. As the St. Elizabeth Med
ical Center, it continues and prospers today, both in
Covington and from its modern medical campus
in Edgewood. During the Civil War, there were sev
eral military hospitals in Covington and at least
one in Newport (see Civil War Hospitals). They
existed temporarily during the conflict as needs re
quired. Another early hospitalin Campbell Co. was
in the Federal-style home at 185 Ridgeway Ave. in
Fort Thomas; it operated just after the war for a
short time.

In Campbell Co. in the 1890s, Dr. J. L. Pythian
had bedrooms at his office at 810 Washington Ave.
in Newport. This was where the autopsy on the
headless body of Pearl Bryan took place in 1896.
From 1895 to 1897, Dr. J. Oliver Jenkins had a simi

lar facility, known as the Jenkins Hospital, at Sev
enth and Isabella Sts. in the West End of Newport.
Each structure stands today. Both offered 24-hour
care in a hospital-like setting and catered primar
ily to a clientele who could afford to pay for it. These
two facilities, known as transition hospitals, ac
cepted emergency cases, but contagious patients
were not admitted. The next hospital in the region
was Speers Memorial Hospital in Dayton, the
first major hospital in Campbell Co. It opened in
1897 and closed in 1973.

In 1908 the Hayswood Hospital opened in
Maysville. A gift of Mary V. Wilson, it operated
until 1983, when it was replaced by the modern for
profit Meadowview Regional Medical Center,
up on the hill south of downtown Maysville along
the AA Highway. Meadowviewis the largest of the
hospitals out in the region away from the Kenton
Campbell urban area. It has 101 beds today and
serves seven counties in Kentucky and Ohio.
In 1914 the Booth Memorial Hospital
opened along E. Second St. in Covington. It served
the Covington community until 1979, when com
petitive forces moved it to Florence in Boone Co.
The Booth facility in Covington, which began as a
Salvation Army home for girls, soon converted

into the first general hospital for the Salvation
Army in the United States. In 1989, after the hospi
tal moved to Florence, it was sold to the St. Luke

Hospital, and it operates as St. Luke Hospital West
today.
In the period between 1916 and 1919, a pro
posed hospital for 20th St. and Madison Ave. in
Covington was much talked about, but it never got
off the ground. In the 1920s, a doctor operated a
so-called hospital in a large home in Erlanger,
along the Dixie Highway, that only lasted a few
years; and in Covington, along W. Third St., an Af.
rican American medical practitioner, Dr. Dun
ham, ran a storefront hospital. Denied practice
privileges at Booth and St. Elizabeth hospitals, he
was forced to place his patients somewhere else.
From 1921 to 1926, the U.S. Public Health Service

ran a convalescent hospital for veterans of World
War I; the facility was spread over several build
ings in Fort Thomas, including three former hotels,
the Altamont, the Avenel, and the Shelby Arms.
A medical facility that never materialized was the
Effie Slaughter Memorial Hospital, planned as a
Covington hospital for African American patients.
Although fundraising drives were carried out dur
ing 1928, further plans for the facility never were
completed. In the early 1940s, a local doctor pro
posed a 10-bed hospital for Fort Thomas near the
intersection of Mayo and N. Fort Thomas Ave., but
it never developed.
At the end of World War II, the U.S. Army
Air Force ran a convalescent hospital, one of seven
nationally, for almost two years (1945-1946) at the
Fort Thomas Military Reservation. Injured
flight crew members were rehabilitated there.
Afterward, the hospital became the first U.S. Vet
erans Administration (VA) Hospital for the Cin
cinnati region (see Veterans Administration
Medical Center). The present VA hospital on
Vine St. in Cincinnatiopened in 1952, and by 1957
the general-hospital aspect of the VA operation in
Fort Thomas had been phased out and moved to
Cincinnati, a VA nursing home operates at that site
in Fort Thomas today. U.S. congressman Brent
Spence, the district's representative, tried to retain
and expand the VA hospital in Fort Thomas. In the
late 1940s, there were plans, which never came to
fruition, for as many as 750 VA hospital beds for
Fort Thomas.
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Hospital; both claim that they are not receiving a
fair share of the resources. There also have been dis

cussions of a merger between the St. Luke Hospital
and the St. Elizabeth hospital groups.
Other Northern Kentucky hospitals include
the Grant Co. Hospital, now the St. Elizabeth
Medical Center, Grant Co. It was founded in

1960 as a 30-bed facility under the direction of
leaders such as Dr. Fred Scroggin. In Owen Co.,
there is the 24-bed New Horizons Medical Cen

ter, which has served Owenton and Owen Co.
since 1951 under several different names and man

agers; and in Carrollton there is the Carroll Co.
Memorial Hospital, founded in 1954 with 54
beds, which also has had several operators and
owners over the years.
In the early days of nursing education, nurses
usually attended nursing school at the hospital
where they worked. That was how hospitals devel
oped their nursing staffs. The William Booth and
St. Elizabeth hospitals in Covington each had a
nursing school, as did Speers Hospital in Dayton.
When nursing degree programs developed, it be
came easier for local colleges such as the Gateway
Community and Technical College, North
ern Kentucky University, and Thomas More
College to handle nurses' education. All three
schools work closely with existing hospitals in that
effort today.
The development of private medical insurance
in the 1940s and Medicare and Medicaid in the

1960s, combined with the spiraling cost of modern
medical care, have prompted the emergence of
cost-saving specialty hospitals in Northern Ken
tucky. Such facilities do not require all the equip
ment and space of a general hospital and therefore
are able to charge lower rates. Today, on the cam
pus of the St. Elizabeth Medical Center in Edge
wood, is the HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital,
formerly the Rehabilitation Hospital of Northern
Kentucky. Not far away in Florence is the Cardi
nal Hill Rehabilitation Hospital, a division of the
Lexington-based Cardinal Hill Hospital. Near the
Cardinal facility is the Gateway Rehabilitation
Hospital.
Donnelly, Joseph. Newport Barracks—Kentucky's
Forgotten Military Installation. Covington, Ky.
Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1999.
Poweleit, Alvin C., and James A. Schroer, eds. A Med

ical History of Campbell and Kenton Counties.
Cincinnati: Campbell-Kenton Medical Society,

In 1954 the St. Luke Hospital opened as a public
owned entity along Grand Ave. on the Newport—
Fort Thomas boundary in Fort Thomas. The St.
Luke Hospital has since expanded into Florence,
by buying the Booth Hospital there, and into Fal
mouth, in a building once known as the Pendleton
Co. Hospital, where the St. Luke Hospital runs its
alcoholic detoxification unit. In recent years, this
hospital has been a member of the Health Alliance
of Greater Cincinnati. After Booth Hospital moved
from the riverfront neighborhood of Covington to
Turfway Rd. in Florence, the Salvation Army sold
the business and property to the St. Luke Hospital
in 1989. Today, that facility, operating as St. Luke
Hospital West, is expanding. Most recently, St.
Luke has sought to divest itself of its membership

HOUSE, GERRY (b. March 28, 1948, Coving
ton, Ky.) Gerald L. House, a radio personality and
songwriter, is the son of Homer and Lucille Jacobs
House. He grew up in Independence and graduated
from Simon Kenton High School (1966) and
from Eastern Kentucky University at Richmond.
Nicknamed “Mr. Controversy Pants," House is
the king of FM radio in the Nashville listening
market. He earns top ratings as he broadcasts over

in the Health Alliance, as has Cincinnati's Christ

98 WSIX and has been honored with numerous

1970,

— Medical History of Northern Kentucky. Cin
cinnati: Campbell-Kenton Medical Society, 1990.

Michael R. Sweeney
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HOUSTON, STANWOOD & GAMBLE COMPANY

awards from the Country Music Association, the
Academy of Country Music, and Billboard. His
show, which includes various broadcasting side
kicks, is full of skits, comedy routines, and talk.
His late mother was a frequent contributor to the
on-air action and frivolity via telephone from her
home in Independence. House previously worked
in Los Angeles, Ithaca, N.Y.; and Jacksonville, Fla.
Those stints were during his rock music years.
As a songwriter, he has penned hit songs for the
likes of George Strait(The Big One), Reba McEntire
(Little Rock), and his neighbor LeAnn Rimes (On
the Side of Angels); Randy Travis and the Oak
Ridge Boys have recorded other House pieces.
As a comedian, he has cut two albums, The

Cheater's Telethon and Bull, both released inter

nationally. While in Los Angeles, House wrote for
the Roseanne television show. He has hosted na

tionally syndicated radio shows, including Coun
tryline USA, America's Number Ones, and The
Saturday Night House Party.
As one of the nation's top country disk jockeys,
House continues to command the morning drive
radio hours on weekdays with his House Founda
tion broadcast over the Big Six (98 WSIX). He mar
ried Allyson Faulkner (also from Northern Ken
tucky) in 1974. Gerry and Allyson House have one
daughter, Autumn, and reside in the Music City of
Nashville.

The Big 98. "Gerry House." www.wsix.com (accessed
September 17, 2006).
Hicks, Jack. "Maw-Maw and Her Son Chat on the
Air.” KP, June 22, 1992, 1K.

Kingsbury, Paul, ed. The Encyclopedia of Country
Music. New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 1998.

Wikipedia. “Gerry House." http://en.wikipedia.org
(accessed September 17, 2006).
HOUSTON,

STANWOOD

dent. He was the son of James Gamble, the founder

By 1927 the Stanwood Corporation was producing

of Procter & Gamble, who died in the same year

Stanwood Smokeless Boilers, horizontal-return

that Stanwood, Gamble, and Houston launched

tubular boilers, locomotive firebox boilers, feed
water heaters, steel smokestacks, tanks, and steam

their steam-engine manufacturing company. In
1897 the Covington business incorporated and be
came the Houston, Stanwood & Gamble Company
Inc. Both Houston and Stanwood brought to the
firm considerable experience gained during their
employment at the Lane & Bodley Company, lo
cated directly across the Ohio River in Cincinnati.
Lane & Bodley manufactured agricultural traction
engines and factory engines. Initially, HSG's main
building, made of stone, had been used as a rail
roadcar shop by the Southern Railway. In all likeli
hood, the stone building had been part of the Cov
ington Locomotive works.
In 1904 the acquisition of the Western Foundry
Company gave HSG the ability to manufacture its
owngray-iron castings. In 1905 Houston proposed
the building of playground equipment for children
at Covington's Third District School to serve the
neighborhoods where most of HSG's employees
resided.

In November 1909, a rail line from the Louis
ville and Nashville Railroad (L&N) to the Hous

ton, Stanwood & Gamble plant was proposed. Even
tually, the L&N ran a spur from a southern point
where the rails and the streets were on approxi
mately the same level to the northern point, where
the company's buildings stood on a levellower than
the mainline.

When World War I erupted, HSG made pro
duction changes to aid in the war effort. Early on,
the factory converted to the production of engine
lathes. In 1915 the Cincinnati Iron and Steel Com

pany paid $200,000 for 200 lathes to use in the
manufacture of mortar shells. At the time, HSG

&

GAMBLE

COMPANY. The sales office of the Houston, Stan

wood & Gamble Company (HSG), which made
steam engines, was in Cincinnati, and "Cincinnati,
O" was cast into the steam chest covers of many
HSG engines, but the firm's factory was actually in
Covington. The company was situated on the
property once occupied by the Covington Loco
motive and Manufacturing Works, between
Second and Third Sts. along Philadelphia St. Be
ginning in 1891 and continuing through the mid
1920s, HSG manufactured more than 17,000 steam

engines. Testifying to their excellence is the fact
that most were still running by 1927. If the number
of engines in preservation are a measurement of
production, HSG was a major manufacturer. Ex
tant engines are found throughout the South,
where the company sold many engines. Ranging
from an 8-by-12-inch single-cylinder engine to a
massive 16-by-24-inch double-cylinder model, the
engines were applied to an array of tasks, not the
least among them the powering of sawmills.
Partners Charles R. Houston, James B. Stan
wood, and James N. Gamble formed their com

pany in 1891. Only the previous year, the Cincin
nati firm of Procter & Gamble had incorporated as
the Procter & Gamble Company, with James N.
Gamble serving as the company's first vice presi

employed 250 workers around the clock. Even
though the United States did not declare war
against Germany until 1917, American merchant
ships were transporting loads of American-built
matériel to the Allies.

After the war, in 1920, the Covington engine
company's Stanwood Smokeless Boiler, boasting a
patented downdraft, was marketed and became an
immediate success. Architects across the United

States regarded the company's new product as the
cleanest and most economic boiler being made.
Branch HSG sales offices were opened in many
U.S. cities, and the firm also engaged in a lively
overseas trade.

HSG also built throttle-governing engines and
automatic-cut-off engines. The latter featured gov
ernors that worked by inertia. Installed in the fly
wheel, the governors closely regulated engine speed,
a refinement necessary in generating electricity.
Southern sawmills relied upon the throttling en
gines. Most of the existing HSG engines are of the
side-crank variety, but the company also produced
center-crank models. The majority of the compa
ny's extant engines have balanced valves, but the
firm advertised engines with standard slide valves.

engines. Around 140 workers were employed. Dur

ing the first half of the 1940s, the Stanwood Cor
poration ceased production.
"Enlarging Its Plant," KP December 13, 1905,8.
"Expensive Improvements,” CE, November 17, 1909,
10.

“His Answer Filed," CE, May 27, 1899,2.
“Local Plant Gets $200,000 War Order," KP, Novem
ber 27, 1915, 1.

“New Machine Shop," KP December 8, 1914,4.
“Stanwood Boilers, Made in Covington, Have Proved
Superior," KP, April 24, 1927, 14.

“Western Foundry Absorbed," KP, July 7, 1904, 1.
“Willow Run Road,” KE, October 7, 1909, 13.
Robert T. Rhode

HOWARD, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN (b. April
1860, Kentucky; d. May 4, 1918, Covington, Ky).
Benjamin Franklin Howard, who established Elks
lodges (see Civic Associations) for African
Americans, was raised in Covington. After he ob

tained a copy of the Elks initiation ritual—the or
ganization was then all white—Howard rewrote
the ritual for use by African Americans and copy
righted it. Because it was denied a charter in Ken
tucky, the first African American Elks Lodge (Im
proved Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of
the World) was incorporated in Cincinnati. How
ever, before the lodge was established in Cincin
nati, Covington was home to its headquarters.
Later, other African American lodges were created
under Howard's leadership throughout the United
States, laying the foundation for the establishment
ofan Elks grand lodge. In June 1899 the first Grand
Lodge for the African American Elks was assem
bled in Cincinnati, and Howard was elected the
Grand Exalted Ruler. A constitution for the new

Grand Lodge was drawn up and approved. How
ard served as the lodge's Grand Exalted Ruler until
July 28, 1910.
In 1916 the State of Kentucky finally permitted
B. F. Howard to incorporate a lodge, called Ira
Lodge No. 37, in Covington. Its first Exalted Ruler
was Howard. After he failed to become the new

Grand Exalted Ruler of the Southern Grand lodge,
however, Howard left the organization but contin
ued his fraternal involvement by joining a new or
ganization in Cincinnati, the Fraternal Mutual

Benevolent Association. Howard, the founding fa
ther of the first African American Elkslodge in the
United States, lived in Covington until his death in
1918 and was buried in Covington's Linden Grove
Cemetery.
“Black Elks Founder Honored with Marker," KP, No
vember 27, 1995, 2K.

"Covington Officials Rededicate City Park,” CE, Au
gust 30, 1998, CIB.

From 1906 to 1927, about 10,000 boilers were

Day, Michele. "Lodged in History, Elks to Host Na
tional Ceremony Here for Black Leader Ben How

manufactured at the Covington factory. In De
cember 1924 the Stanwood Corporation replaced
the Houston, Stanwood & Gamble Company Inc.

Fisher, John C. K. “Elks in Covington Honor Black

ard," KP, October 16, 1987, 7K.

Chapter's Founder," KP, October 19, 1987, 14K.

HUBBARD, HARLAN

Harris, Theodore H. H. “The History of Afro
American Elkdom and Benjamin Franklin (B. F.)
Howard in Covington, Kentucky, 1889–1918."NKH
1, no. 2 (Spring—Summer 1994): 43–44.

"Park Honors Elks Group Founder." CE, December 2,
1995, C3.

Covington Latin School, Lexington Latin School,
and Newport Central Catholic High School. In

Johnson, E. Polk. A History of Kentucky and Ken

addition, Howard transformed Villa Madonna Col

Rootsweb. “Ulie J. Howard." www.rootsweb.com (ac

lege (see Thomas More College), established in
1921 by the Sisters of St. Benedict of Covington,
into a diocesan institution under the direction

Theodore H. H. Harris

HOWARD, FRANCIS.W. (b. June 21, 1867, Co

lumbus, Ohio; d. January 18, 1944, Covington,
Ky). The fifth bishop of the Diocese of Covington

of the three major religious orders of women in
Northern Kentucky.
Howard's philosophy of education was at odds
with the general thinking of the day. He strongly
believed that parents were the primary teachers of

(see Roman Catholics), Francis W. Howard, was

their children and that secular authorities should

the son of Francis Howard, a grocery store opera

not interfere with this basic right. Consolidation of

tor, and Catherine Sullivan Howard. Francis W.
Howard was educated in the Catholic schools of

small rural schools, standardization in education,

Columbus, Ohio. He studied for the priesthood at
Mount St. Mary Seminary in Cincinnati and was
ordained by Bishop John Watterson for the Dio
cese of Columbus on June 16, 1891, at St. Joseph
Cathedral in that city. In 1898 Howard received
permission to attend graduate school at Columbia
University in New York City.
Howard spent many years as a parish priest in
the Diocese of Columbus. He was stationed at

Jackson, Ohio, and St. Joseph Cathedral in Colum
bus. For a time, he also served as chaplain of St.
Francis Hospital and St. Anthony Hospital in Co
lumbus. He was the organizing pastor of Holy Ro
sary Parish in Columbus. He supervised the con
struction of a permanent Holy Rosary Church in
1915 and established a parish elementary and high
school. In 1901 Howard organized the first Co
lumbus Diocesan School Board. In the following
year, he participated in the establishment of the

the expansion of curriculum outside the classical
disciplines, and secularization were all rejected by
Howard. His education motto summed up his
thoughts on curriculum: “teach few things, but
teach them well." He also rejected the idea of state
funding for Catholic schools, believing that any
such aid would come with strings attached and
would thus compromise the educational standards
of the parish schools.
Howard died in 1944 in Covington. Following
a funeral mass at St. Mary Cathedral, he was laid to
rest at St. Mary Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.

Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The
Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
David E. Schroeder

velopment of the suburbs in Northern Kentucky.
He greatly expanded the activities of Catholic

April 21, 1897, and they had only one child, Charl

social services in the diocese and accelerated the

ber 23, 1900. The family lived at 312 E. Second St.,
in Covington. Ulie's wife, Carrie, died on Novem

In 1923 he received word from the Vatican that

and her husband, Harlan Hubbard, an artist and

writer, were married for 43 years and lived a delib
erately simple, self-sufficient life.
Anna was born in Michigan, the daughter of
John and Nellie Ross Eikenhout. She graduated
with honors from Ohio State University in Colum
bus and taught French and German at Hope Col
lege in Holland, Mich., for two years before mov
ing to Cincinnati to take a position as a fine arts
librarian at the Cincinnati Public Library. She met
Harlan Hubbard there.

Anna Hubbard was a skilled pianist and cellist
and an avid reader in three foreign languages. She
was also reserved and quiet like her husband. The
Hubbards were married in 1943 and lived for a

short time in a tiny studio behind Harlan's mother's
home in Fort Thomas. In 1944 they moved to Brent,
along the Ohio River in Campbell Co., and lived in
a tent on the riverbank while Harlan Hubbard built

Howard married Carrie Brent Alexander on

sory Board until his death in 1944.

HUBBARD, ANNA WONDER (b. September
7, 1902, Grand Rapids, Mich; d. May 3, 1986,
Payne Hollow, Trimble Co., Ky.) Anna Hubbard

ashantyboat. They lived for two years in the shanty
boat before traveling in it downriver to Louisiana.
Their journey took five years to complete.

flood of 1937, World War II, and the initial de

dent from 1928 to 1936, and a member of the Advi

cessed December 31, 2005).

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.

he had been appointed the fifth bishop of Coving
ton, and he was consecrated a bishop on July 15,
1923, at St. Mary Cathedral in Covington, by
Archbishop Henry Moeller of Cincinnati. Howard
led the Diocese of Covington through the years of
the Great Depression, the anti-Catholic bigotry
of the Ku Klux Klan (the 1920s), the devastating

For the next 42 years, he held offices in the NCEA.
he was secretary general from 1903 to 1928, presi

tuckians. New York: Lewis, 1912.

Messenger, special memorial ed., 1944, 15–18.

HOWARD, ULIE (b. June 22, 1874, Ghent, Ky; d.
October 17, 1947, Fort Mitchell, Ky). Lawyer and
politician Ulie J. Howard was born in Carroll Co.,
the son of John and Mary Scott Howard. His early
education was in the local public schools. He grad
uated from Ghent College in Ghent and appren
ticed law in the Carrollton office of Judge Joseph A.
Donaldson. In 1894 Howard began law school at
Centre College, in Danville, Ky. He passed the
Kentucky bar exam in 1895 and set up practice in
Covington. In 1901 he formed a partnership with
Harvey J. Myers Jr., to create the law firm of
Myers and Howard, which soon became one of the
most prominent in Northern Kentucky.

National Catholic Education Association (NCEA).
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After their return to Fort Thomas, the Hub

bards moved to Payne Hollow, a remote, wooded
valley by the Ohio River in Trimble Co., Ky., nine
miles downriver from Madison, Ind. It was a place
they had fallen in love with on their shantyboat
trip. They built their own rustichome and boat and
grew their own food, canning fruits and vegetables
for the winter months. In the evenings the Hub
bards wrote in their journals, read to each other by
candlelight, or played music together. Anna Hub
bard was a gracious hostess to visitors at Payne
Hollow. She died at age 84 in 1986, and her ashes
were buried along the path leading to her home at
Payne Hollow.
“Anna Hubbard, Woman of Quiet Strength, Dies,”
KP, May 6, 1986, 1K–2K.
Cunningham, Mia. Anna Hubbard: Out of the

Shadows. Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky,

growth of the church in the mountain counties
served by the diocese. During his tenure as bishop,
he established new parishes in Fort Thomas
(St. Catherine of Sienna), Fort Wright, Hazard,
Paintsville, and Southgate. Howard also appointed
the first resident pastors at St. Leo Parish in Ver
sailles, Ky., and St. Stephen Parish in Himlerville
(Beauty). In 1943 he began organizing the Our Sav
ior parish and school in Covington for the African
American community of Northern Kentucky.
Education was one of Howard's primary con
cerns. He worked enthusiastically to improve and
expand the Catholic school system, overseeing the
establishment of several central high schools in the
diocese: Covington Catholic High School,

ton Alexander Howard, who was born on Decem

ber 9, 1917. Ulie married a widow, Aileen Brown

Southgate, in 1918, and they made their home in
Fort Mitchell. When Harvey Myers Jr. died on July
1, 1933, Ulie created a new partnership with his
son, Charlton Alexander "Alex" Howard. They
opened an office in the Coppin's Department
Store building in Covington at the corner of Sev
enth St. and Madison Ave. In 1927 Ulie Howard

was elected Kenton Co. commonwealth attorney.
His son became a Kentucky state senator but died
young in 1947. Later that same year, Ulieſ. Howard
died of a cerebral hemorrhage at his Fort Mitchell
home. Both he and his son were buried in High
land Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.

2001.

Hubbard, Harlan. Payne Hollow: Life on the Fringe
of Society. Frankfort, Ky., Gnomon Press, 1974.
. Payne Hollow Journal. Lexington: Univ. Press
of Kentucky, 1996.
Bill Thomas

HUBBARD, HARLAN (b. January 4, 1900, Bel
levue, Ky.; d. January 16, 1988, Madison, Ind.).
Harlan Hubbard was a writer, an accomplished
musician, and an artist who produced many paint
ings of the Northern Kentucky countryside and of
riverboats and shantyboats on the Ohio River. He
is often referred to as the Henry David Thoreau of
Kentucky. Hubbard wrote a number of autobio
graphical books, including Shantyboat and Payne
Hollow.
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Hubbard was born in a house on Grandview

to Fort Thomas in 1952 and lived in Hubbard's stu

Ave. in Bellevue, Campbell Co., the son of Frank
G. and Rose Swingle Hubbard. His father died
when Harlan was seven years old, and a short time
later, he and his mother moved to an apartment in
New York City, to be closer to Hubbard's two older
brothers. Hubbard finished high school in New
York and turned down a scholarship offer from
Cornell University. Instead, he attended the Na
tional Academy of Design in New York for two
years. A visit to the Metropolitan Museum of Art
was the turning point in his life. After viewing
paintings of the great postimpressionist artists, he
wrote, "I grasped the meaning of Cezanne, Gau
guin, and Van Gogh, and was never the same after

dio for a short time before deciding that the city
was losing some of its small-town appeal—that is, it
was becoming too civilized. The Hubbards de
cided to pack their car and trailer and move to
Payne Hollow on the Ohio River in Trimble Co.,
Ky. They had spent a summer at Payne Hollow on
the first leg of their journey by shantyboat to Loui
siana. Payne Hollow was so isolated that it could
not be reached by car. The Hubbards had to walk
down a half-mile path from a farm on the top of

wards." Hubbard returned to his brother's art stu

dio after his visit to the museum and completed his
first oil painting. This was the moment he decided
to be an artist.
In 1921 Hubbard and his mother returned to

Northern Kentucky. His mother rented an apart
ment in Fort Thomas, and Hubbard went to work

doing odd jobs for builders in the community.
Rose Hubbard found a job working for a news
paper in Cincinnati, and soon she and her son pur
chased a lot on Highland Ave. in Fort Thomas.
Harlan Hubbard designed and built their home
himself. It was patterned after an old farmhouse he
had seen while walking in the country. The Hub
bards' home is located near Ruth Moyer School.
About the year 1929, Hubbard began to visit
the little town of Brent, Ky., on the Ohio River. He
stored his canoe there and eventually constructed
a crude art studio near the river. He painted many
river scenes while he was in Brent. Between 1936

and 1937, he moved his Fort Thomas studio to a

hill overlooking the Ohio River and painted more
than 100 landscapes of Campbell Co. A year or two
later, Hubbard built another studio behind his

mother's home in Fort Thomas and began to paint
there. His brick studio now sits on the edge of the
Highland Hills Park.
Hubbard's personality was well suited for the
often solitary nature of landscape painting. His
landscapes depict a sense of stability and perma
nence in nature, both of which are abiding themes
throughout his work.
Hubbard married Anna Eikenhout (see Anna
Hubbard), a Cincinnati librarian, in 1943, a few

months before his mother died. The couple went
on hiking trips in New England and Michigan and
afterward lived in the studio behind the family
home in Fort Thomas. During winter 1944 they
moved to Brent and lived in a tent along the bank

the hill to reach their new home. Visitors either

walked the same path or arrived by boat. The Hub
bards purchased seven acres in Payne Hollow and
lived there for the remainder of their lives.
Hubbard built a small home on a hillside above
the river. The dominant feature of the house was the

large window overlooking the river. The walls, ceil
ings, and doors were allwood. The main room served
as a living room, a kitchen, a dining room, and a
bedroom. Hubbard also dug acistern, made a john
boat, and planted a vegetable garden near the river.
He built a studio and workshop on the steep hill
next to the house, and there he created paintings
and fashioned woodcuts. He also constructed a

goat house next to the vegetable garden and a tiny
guesthouse on a hill on the other side of a creek.
The Hubbards grew their own food, made their
own furniture (except for a grand piano that Anna
played each evening), and lived without electricity
or running water. Hubbard did most of the heavy
work and would take time each day to write in his
journal and paint. In the evenings, the Hubbards
would read to each other or play music together.
Hubbard played the violin and viola.
Although he was an introvert and a difficult
person to get to know, Harlan Hubbard was a deep
thinker who revealed himself in his writing and
paintings. He was a gifted writer with a philoso
pher's mind. Hubbard's accomplishments as a
landscape painter continue, even today, to build
his stature in the world of art. His art depicted his
life and the world around him; he painted the small
towns, hills, valleys, and rivers he loved. It has
taken many years for Hubbard's artwork to be ap
preciated. His entries for the annual exhibit at the
Cincinnati Art Museum were rejected nine years
in a row, and his paintings from the period 1920–
1940 were stored at his studio on Highland Ave. in
Fort Thomas for almost 30 years. Today, his paint
ings are on exhibit at the Behringer-Crawford
Museum in Covington and at Hanover College in
Madison, Ind.
Anna Hubbard died in 1986, and Harlan Hub

of the Ohio River while Hubbard constructed a

bard died of cancer two years later at age 88. He

shantyboat. The Hubbards lived on the river in
Brent for the next two years in their 10-by-16-foot
shantyboat. Hubbard rented out his Fort Thomas

died in the living room of Dr. Robert Canida's

home in order to have a source of income.

home. There is a stone marker on the rock at the

The Hubbards spent the next five years travel
ing down the Ohio and the Mississippirivers to the
bayou country of Louisiana in their shantyboat.
Before returning home, they sold their shantyboat,
bought an old car, and took a 10-month tour of the

gravesite, carved by Mike Skop, a retired art pro
fessor at Northern Kentucky University. The
carving shows a simple heart with the names Anna

western United States. Hubbard wrote the book

Shantyboat during this trip. The couple returned

home in Madison, Ind., and his ashes were buried

along the pathway leading to the Payne Hollow

and Harlan inscribed inside it.

Berry, Wendell. Harlan Hubbard: Life and Work.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1990.

Gateley, Joe, and Faye Gately. Interview by Bill Thomas,
October 13, 1999, Fort Thomas, Ky.
Hubbard, Harlan. Payne Hollow: Life on the Fringe

of Society. Frankfort, Ky: Gnomon Press, 1974.
. Payne Hollow Journal. Lexington: Univ. Press

of Kentucky, 1996.
Skop, Mike, and Kathy Skop. Interview by Bill
Thomas, October 22, 1999, Fort Thomas, Ky.
Bill Thomas

HUBER, JUSTIN (b. November 23, 1892, Cov

ington, Ky.; d. September 8, 1969, Grayson, Ky).
Orchestra conductor and composer Edward Justin
Huber was the son of Henry and Elizabeth Jane
Davis Huber. His father was a barber, and the fam

ily lived in Covington. Having a good ear for mu
sic, Justin had mastered playing the drums by age
four. He was regarded as a child prodigy in music.
As a youth he appeared in local vaudeville acts,
performing the cakewalk at such places as the Lud
low Lagoon (see Lagoon Amusement Park) and
the Covington Opera House. In high school he
was a member of various musical groups and
played the calliope on Ohio River steamboats dur
ing the summer. There were very few instruments
he could not play.
Huber married a cousin from Ohio, Josephine
Eckenroth, on March 15, 1911, in Covington. Soon
afterward he published a "catchy" Indian ragtime
piece entitled “Fire Water." His employment was as
a secretary for a railroad and at the Covington post
office. In 1919 he was a pianist for a local jazz
orchestra—admirers referred to his "wicked fin

gers." In the early 1920s, Huber and his family
moved to the Hyde Park area of Cincinnati, where
he formed an orchestra. First appearing in 1922,
his orchestra played in many places, including
Chester Park in Cincinnati; Horseshoe Gardens

in Bellevue; Buckeye Lake, east of Columbus,
Ohio; the Ritz Hotel in New York City, the opening
of the Florentine Room at the Gibson Hotel in

Cincinnati; and various dance palaces throughout
Pennsylvania. In addition, orchestra performances
were broadcast over WLW radio in Cincinnati.

Generally, the orchestra consisted of 10 to 12 mem
bers and it played for both round and square danc
ing. It performed at many corporate functions as
after-dinner entertainment. By 1938 the grueling
demands of his travels had caught up with Huber.
He disbanded his orchestra and went into the coal

business, investing in coal mines.
Over the years Huber's musical groups went by
various names, depending on the occasion and
the type of music requested—symphony or jazz.
Mainly, they were known as Justin Huber's Or
chestra (early 1920s), the Kentucky Colonels' Or
chestra (late 1920s), Huber's Orchestra (1930s),
Justin Huber's 10 Piece Orchestra (1930s), Justin

Huber and His Original 11 Piece Recording Or
chestra (1930s), and, in New York City, Justin Hu
ber and His Cincinnati Society Orchestra (mid
1930s).

Throughout his life Huber also composed mu
sic, some of which was published, but none of his
music sold in any significant volume. His wife, Jo
sephine, died in 1955, and afterward Huber set up

HUNT, ROBERT WOOLSTON

a recording studio in Blue Ash, Ohio. Following a
short unsuccessful second marriage, he closed the
studio and moved to Charleston, W.Va., to sell pia
nos at a music store. He spent the last years of his
life in Grayson as the music director for radio sta
tion WGOH-A.M. Several times each broadcast

day, Huber presented live five-minute piano inter
ludes. In Grayson he married for a third time in
1961. A lifelong smoker, Huber died of emphysema
at age 77 in 1969 and was buried at Highland Cem
etery in Fort Mitchell, next to his parents.

In 1951 he became a director in the Mason Co.

Fund, the forerunner of the United Appeal agency
in the county.
Humphrey's wife, whom he married June 16,
1920, was Allie Young, from Bath Co., Ky. They had
two sons and also raised a foster daughter and three
nephews. Humphrey died in Maysville at his home
at 614 E. Third St. in 1958 and was buried in the

Washington Baptist Cemetery in Washington, Ky.
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee, Maysville, Kentucky:
From Past to Present in Pictures. Maysville, Ky:
Mason Co. Museum, 1983.

Edward Justin Huber Microfilm Collection, Kenton

Co. Public Library, Covington, Ky. A two

"Long Useful Life of City's Leading Colored Citizen
Ends,” Maysville Public Ledger, September 22,

microfilm set.
1958, 1.

"Justin Huber, CE, September 9, 1969,33.
“Kentucky Jazz Artist,” KP, November 6, 1919, 1.
Kline, Elinor J. "Edward Justin Huber (1892–1969),"
Ky.
“Young Covington Composer," KP, December 16,

Host Communications, 2006.

Daily Independent, September 22, 1958, 1.
“William Humphrey an Honor to His Native City,

Maysville, and Kentucky," Maysville Public Daily

1911, 3.

Ledger, June 15, 1904, 2.

Mary Ellen Lucas
HUMPHREY, WILLIAM (b. December 24, 1879,

Mason Co., Ky.; d. September 20, 1958, Maysville,
Ky). William Humphrey, a well-known African
American teacher, was the son of George and An
netta Berry Humphrey. Professor Humphrey, as he
became known, began his academic career at age
13 while working as a school janitor at the colored
schoolin Maysville. He finished 10grades of school
there in 6 years. He then attended Berea College in
Berea for five years, working as a headwaiter at the
same time. At Berea College, he completed his last
two years of high school and three years of college,
earning his BA in 1904. A year of graduate study
at Harvard University in Cambridge, Mass., fol
lowed, but health problems made it necessary for
him to return to Maysville for a period of rest.
He later earned an MA from Ohio State Univer

sity in Columbus and a BSat Tuskegee Institute in
Tuskegee, Ala.
At this time, Humphrey was asked to work
with African Americans in Mason Co., and he

helped to rebuild the county's colored school at
Mayslick, which had burned. His teaching career
began there. The following year, he took a teaching
position at the old colored school in Maysville,
where he served as principal from 1907 to 1930. In
1930 the John G. Fee Industrial High School
was built on E. Fourth St. in Maysville, and Hum
phrey served as its principal for a total of 42 years.
Under his direction it became a four-year high
school for African Americans. Through his influ
ence, the integration that took place in the late
1950s within the Maysville schools was accom
plished more smoothly, even though he had retired
in 1949.

In 1930 Humphrey was chosen as president of
the Kentucky Negro Education Association. Over
the years, he served as a deacon and in every offi
cial lay position in Maysville's Bethel Baptist
Church. From March 1950, when the Maysville
Municipal Housing Commission was established
to oversee the city's 100-unit low-cost housing pro
gram, until his death, Humphrey was part of the
four-member governing body of the commission.

was sworn in as Idaho's fifth governor on January
7, 1901. The term was for two years. It was during
his administration that the Academy of Idaho at
Pocatello, the forerunner of Idaho State University,
was established. As governor, Hunt sought to at
tract business from the east to Idaho in order to

gain more jobs for the people. He also supported
the 8-hour workday when 10 hours was a common
working shift. Two years later, he sought reelection
but was defeated by Republican John T. Morrison.
After his defeat, Hunt settled in Emmett, Idaho,

and continued in the mining business. He later was
named vice president of the Dewey Combination
Lease Company, which operated mines in Gold
field, Nev. He also continued his involvement in

Stout, Louis. Shadows of the Past. Lexington, Ky:
"W.H. Humphrey Former Headat Fee, Dies,” Maysville

microfilm, Kenton Co. Public Library, Covington,
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Idaho statewide politics. In 1904 he was a state del
egate to the national Democratic convention. Hunt
died from pneumonia in 1906 at age 44 and was
buried at the Masonic Cemetery in Boise, Idaho.
Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky. Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

Reis, Jim. "Fame Found Out West–Newport Native
HUNT, FRANK WILLIAMS, CAPTAIN (b.

December 16, 1861, Newport, Ky.; d. November 26,

Served as Fifth Governor of Idaho," KP December
1, 2003, 5K.

1906, Goldfield, Nev). Frank Williams Hunt, who

Jim Reis

became governor of Idaho, was the son of Thomas
Benjamin Hunt, a captain in the Union Army dur
ing the Civil War, and Eugenia A. Montmolin
Hunt. Frank Hunt attended Newport schools. It
was not academics, though, but adventure that in
terested Hunt; he was a pioneer in the tradition of
Simon Kenton and Daniel Boone. In 1888 Hunt
headed west in search of both adventure and busi

ness opportunities. He settled in Idaho, where he
invested in the mining industry.
Idaho territory in 1888 included not only what
is today Idaho but also today's states of Montana
and Wyoming. The Idaho Territory, formed dur
ing the gold rush, was governed by an appointee of
the U.S. president. In 1889 the territorial political
leaders met in Boise and drafted a state constitu

tion, which was adopted by territorial leaders on
August 6, 1889, and approved by voters in the terri
tory. On July 3, 1890, Idaho became the 43rd state

HUNT, ROBERT WOOLSTON (b. December

9, 1838, Fallsington, Bucks Co., Pa.; d. July 11, 1923,
Chicago, Ill). Metallurgist Robert W. Hunt re
ceived his early education in the schools of Cov
ington and went on to study analytical chemistry
in Philadelphia. In 1860 he established the first
analytical laboratory associated with a steelworks
in the United States. During the Civil War, he was
the commandant of Camp Curtin in Harrisburg,
Pa., with the rank of captain in the Union Army. It
was the largest training camp of the war; almost
300,000 Union troops passed through it. After the
war, Hunt assisted George Fritz in building the
first Bessemer steelworks for the Cambria Iron

Company at Johnstown, Pa. Hunt went on to de
velop Bessemer mills in Michigan and in Troy,
N.Y., where he became associated with the nation's

oldest engineering school, Rensselaer Polytechnic

in the union.

Institute. He became a member of that school's

Whether or not Hunt was among the 68 lead
ers who drew up the constitution, he was soon in
volved in Idaho state politics. In 1893 he was elected

board of trustees in 1886, and in 1888 he started

to the laaho state senate. On November 10, 1896,

he married Ruth Maynard, the daughter of John
W. Maynardof Boise. When the Spanish-American
War (see National Guard, Spanish-American

War) began in 1898, Hunt joined the army with
the rank of 1st lieutenant in the 1st Idaho Volun

teers. His unit, which shipped to the Philippines,
took part in the capture of Manila on August 13,
1898. After the Spanish surrender, Hunt stayed in
the Philippines to battle rebels who were angry
that the United States had not granted them inde
pendence. Hunt ended his military service as a
captain and returned to Idaho to resume politics
and mining.
In 1900 Hunt ran as a Democratic candidate

for governor in the state, which was heavily Repub
lican, and won with 50.8 percent of the votes. He

the Robert W. Hunt Company to apply demanding
standards of inspection and testing throughout
thesteelandiron industry; the company hefounded
continues today, based in Pittsburgh. Hunt re
ceived several engineering awards, including the
John Fritz Medal in 1912 and the Washington
Award in 1923. He contributed greatly to the litera
ture of his field of research. A personal friend of
Andrew Carnegie, Hunt was the first person in
modern history to be awarded an honorary degree
by Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. His estate en
dowed the Hunt Professorship in Metallurgical
Engineering at the school. Hunt died at his home
in Chicago in 1923 and was buried at the Oakwood
Cemetery in Troy, N.Y.
"Captain Robert W. Hunt." NYT July 12, 1923, 17.

Illinois Death Certificate No. 6019591, for the year
1923.

Oakwood Cemetery Records, Troy, N.Y.
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Rensselaer. “Robert Woolston Hunt,” in the Rensse

laer Polytechnic Institute Hall of Fame, www.rpi
.edu (accessed October 28, 2006).

Wilson, James Grant, and John Fiske, eds. Appleton's

Cyclopedia of American Biography. New York:
D. Appleton, 1894.

way settled near the mouth of Locust Creek, and
their son George built a large farmhouse that stands
today just to the west, owned by Rudy Conway, a
descendant.

acre of land donated by William White. When the
common school system was organized in 1867,
Hunter's Bottom School was designated as School
District No. 12. Most of the early teachers at Hunt
er's Bottom were male. The Hunter's Bottom school

d. March 1856, Owen Co., Ky). Jacob Hunter was
an early pioneer and explorer of the area that be

In 1803 Samuel Fearn (see Fearn Family)
moved his extensive family from Bourbon Co. to
Hunter's Bottom. The Fearns purchased 1,000 acres
straddling what became the border between Car
roll and Trimble counties at Spillman Rd. By 1850
the Fearn family had built a large gristmill at Mil

came Owen Co., and that is where he settled. In

ton, dabbled in real estate on both sides of the Ohio

school system, both Hunter's Bottom and Locust

River, and constructed large brick houses. After
the Civil War, the next generation of Fearns oper
ated a packet steamship business, with the Maggie
Harper serving Louisville, Madison, Carrollton,
and the Kentucky River. The Fearns also were
founders of the Hunter's Bottom Turnpike Com
pany. The original road through Hunter's Bottom

children were bused into town.

HUNTER, JACOB (b. ca. 1760, Rowan Co, N.C.;

1780 he was one of the first to file for land in the

Owen Co. area, according to Virginia Land Office
records. He was a private in the Revolutionary
War, in the Virginia lines, and in 1833 he received
a pension for his service. Hunter was married three
times. He died in 1856 in Owen Co. He was origi
nally buried at the Hunter Cemetery on Big Twin,
but his remains were moved to the Owenton Inter

ran on the bank of the Ohio River and was annu

national Order of Odd Fellows Cemetery in 1983.

district was consolidated when a two-story brick
structure was built at Locust in 1910; the children
were then bused from the river bottoms to Locust.
After the 1963 consolidation of the western area
into the combined Carrollton and Carroll Co.

Even though steamboats still ran along the
Ohio and would stop at private and public land
ings as late as the 1930s to take people to Louisville,
railroads had made such economic impact that the
great days of steamboats were finished. By 1900
many of the old settler families began moving out
of Hunter's Bottom, to be replaced by new people.

ally flooded, making transport difficult. So the
Carrollton Democrat, May 8, 1884.

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky: Standard,
1976.

HUNTER'S BOTTOM. This 10-mile stretch of
Carroll Co. bottomland from Locust Creek to Ca

nip Creek was named for Joshua Hunter, who put
his rough cabin here and claimed a preemption
from Fincastle Co., Va. Along portage trail angling
south-southeast from Tippecanoein northwestern
Indiana crossed the Ohio River near Madison,

Ind; this trailled through Hunter's Bottom. There,
the first surveyors and settlers found much evi
dence of American Indian seasonal residence on

the banks of the Ohio. The Potawatomi may have
been only the latest tribe to inhabit this fertileland,
some of the artifacts—arrowheads, ax fragments,
bones, shards—trace back to the Adena and Mis

sissippian era several hundred years before any
white man arrived. French explorers and traders
had also passed through the area. Among the earli
est surveys entered in the Hunter's Bottom area
were several Fincastle and Kentucky Co. entries:
3,500 acres by John May, 800 acres by Thomas
Brown, and 1,700 acres by John Saunders. None of
these became permanent settlers.
In 1797 Cornelius Hoagland (see Hoagland
Family) and his brother-in-law Charles Hoff, both
Revolutionary War officers from old-line Dutch
families of New Amsterdam (New York City) and
New Jersey, entered surveys for 1,000 acres each
and cleared some land. But it was not until 1801

that Hoagland brought his family down the Ohio
River to settle in the upper stretch of Hunter's
Bottom. The Hoagland children and descendants
dominated society in the eastern end of Hunter's
Bottom until well into the 20th century.
John Conway and his wife Mary Elizabeth
Hopwood came to Hunter's Bottom in 1803 from
Fauquier Co., Va. They settled on 300 acres at the
Canip Creek end of Hunter's Bottom and raised
seven children. John Conway, one of the children,
married Emily Hoagland, and his brother Peter
Conway married Mary Caroline Hoagland Kent,
thus cementing family ties between the two ends of
Hunter's Bottom. Peter and Mary Caroline Con

residents moved the road several hundred feet

Family Bible of Emma McClaran Fearn, in possession
south to the position of Ky. Rt. 36, paying the ex
penses through subscriptions to the Turnpike
Company. The Fearns eventually built more large
brick homes. Five gracious homes in Hunter's Bot
tom were attributed to the Fearn family, including
Fearn Hill, on the National Register, the Sam Fearn
place, and Richwood, which served as an upscale
riding camp and is now a bread and breakfast.
Up on the hillside above Hunter's Bottom, the
Taylor family dated from the earliest settlement
period. Several branches of this family remain in
the area. Cornelius Deweese, Francis Giltner, and

William White appeared at Hunter's Bottom in the
1820s. They settled in the middle section of the
bottoms on old Hoagland lands. William White
married into the Hoagland family. The Deweese
place was remarkable for its three-story brick fa
cade, its iron grille upper porch, and its large, for
mal pear and apple orchards. Cornelius Deweese,
although not a Methodist, donated a lot on the
northwest corner of his farm where the Hopewell
Methodist Church was built.

Several German immigrants arrived at Hunt
er's Bottom in the 1840s. The Johann Obertödler

family was already in residence in 1848, when the
Friedrich Detmer family moved from Rising Sun,
Ind. A German-speaking Reform congregation
was established and met at the Hopewell Method
ist Church until 1895, in that year the Methodists
moved to Locust. The following year, the families
of Friedrich Detmer, Heinrich Hotfil, Johann
Obertödler (Obertate), Fred Thiemann, Frank Thi
emann, and Karl Walkenhorst formed a German

Evangelical Protestant congregation and built a
church next to the Hopewell School.
Residing among the landowners at Hunter's
Bottom before the Civil War were a number of

of Larry Douglas Smith of Louisville, Ky.
Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County.
Madison, Ind.: Coleman, 1984.

Hammon, Neal O. Early Kentucky Land Records,
1773–1780. Louisville, Ky: Filson Club, 1992.

Smith, Larry Douglas. “The Fearns of Hunters Bot.
tom, Kentucky," Kentucky Historical Society, Frank

fort, Ky.
Diane Perrine Coon

HUNTINGTON BANK. P. W. Huntington be.
gan working as a messenger for a Columbus, Ohio,
bank in 1853, at age 17. He stayed with the bank for
13 years and then in 1866 opened his own bank,
named P. W. Huntington and Company; however,
in 1905 he incorporated it as the Huntington Na
tional Bank of Columbus.

In 1966 Huntington Bank created its Interna
tional Banking Division, and in 1972 it became the
first bank in the United States to offer 24-hour

banking. Huntington Bank is currently one of the
nation's 40 largest multibank holding companies.
It has more than 8,000 employees at 350 offices in
eight states, most of them in Indiana, Kentucky,
Michigan, Ohio, and West Virginia. With the ad
vent of interstate banking in the 1980s, Hunting
ton Bank moved into the Northern Kentucky mar
ket, acquiring Commonwealth Trust Bank Corp.,
parent of the old Covington Trust Company, in
1986. Covington Trust had its headquarters for
many years at the northeast corner of Sixth St. and
Madison Ave. in Covington.
Huntington Bank currently operates 49 bank
ing offices with about 800 employees in Cincinnati
and Northern Kentucky. Eleven of the bank's of.
fices are located in the two counties of Boone and

Kenton. The bank is an avid supporter of many
local charities.

slaves, at the most 8 to 10 slaves on a large planta
tion. Relations between slave owners and their

slaves varied widely. Two cases—Adam Cross
white and Richard Daly—became part of the
larger American history.
Hunter's Bottom School, the earliest perma
nent school built in Carroll Co., was constructed

in 1846 as a one-room log structure on one-quarter

Huntington. “Huntington Customer Services: Com
munity Affairs." http:www.huntington.com (ac
cessed April 11, 2007).
HURRELL, GEORGE EDWARD (b. June 1,

1904, Covington, Ky., d. May 17, 1992, Los Ange
les, Calif). George Hurrell, the photographer who

HYGEIA

set the standard for the glamorized publicity stills
in Hollywood, was the son of Edward Eugene and
Anna M. Hurrell. His father was a shoemaker;

his mother was born in Baden-Baden, Germany.
While some sources list Cincinnati as George Hur
rell's birthplace, Hurrell himself clearly states in
correspondence that he was born in Covington,
Ky. He was raised in Cincinnatiuntilage five, when
the family moved to Chicago.
At about age eight, Hurrell became interested
in painting and drawing. He learned to use a cam
era to photograph and study his own paintings.
When he was 16, in 1920, he attended the Art Insti

tute of Chicago on a scholarship, but he soon found
that working as a photographer provided a needed
income. In 1925 Hurrell moved to Laguna Beach,
Calif., and was commissioned to photograph paint
ers and their paintings. He had more success, how
ever, photographing the society crowd. He moved
to Los Angeles in 1927 and worked briefly with the
famous photographer Edward Steichen, who influ
enced him to pursue celebrity portraiture.
Named the “Grand Seignior of the Hollywood
Portrait,” Hurrell produced images of the Golden
Age in the 1930s and early 1940s. His most famous
ones pictured Humphrey Bogart, James Cagney,
Joan Crawford, Betty Davis, Clark Gable, Greta
Garbo, Jean Harlow, Rita Hayworth, Katherine
Hepburn, Ramon Navarro, Tyrone Power, Jane
Russell, Norma Shearer, and Mae West. His art

background as a painter enhanced his instinctive
awareness of how to utilize exposure, composition,
and contrast in his photographs to present his sub
jects best, thereby gaining their complete confi
dence. The unmistakable Hurrell look was achieved

by his control of a movable boom light, combined
with key lighting at high angles, to create lush and
dramatic images that were sensual yet spiritual.
Hurrell's classic glamour Hollywood portraits
were discovered by alater generation when they were
exhibited at New York's Museum of Modern Art in

HUTCHERSON, JOSH (b. October 12, 1992,

Union, Ky.) Joshua Ryan Hutcherson, one of the
nation's up-and-coming child actors, is steadily
obtaining larger movie roles. The son of Chris and
Christina Michelle Fightmaster Hutcherson, Josh
grew up with his youngerbrother, Connor, in North
ern Kentucky. Josh's interestinacting prompted him
to sign a management contract with the Heyman
Talent Agency in Cincinnati. Afterward, he traveled
to Los Angeles, accompanied by his mother, to pur
Sue an acting career.

The young actor has made guest appearances
in a variety of television shows. Jimmy Kimmel
Live, Justice League, Line of Fire, The Division,
and ER. His movie career includes Miracle Dogs
(2003), American Splendor (2003), Motorcross
Kids (2004), The Polar Express (2004), Zathura:
A Space Adventure (2006), RV (2006), Bridge to
Terabithia (2007), Firehouse Dog (2007), Winged
Creatures (2008), Journey to the Center of the
Earth 3-D (2008), and Cirque Du Freak (sched
uled for release in 2009). Hutcherson has won two

Young Artist Awards: in 2004 for "Leading Young
Actor in a TV Movie, Miniseries or Special" for his
role in Wilder Days (TNT) and in 2008 for “Lead
ing Young Actor in a Feature Film,” for his role in
Bridge to Terabithia (Buena Vista Pictures).
Hutcherson, Josh. E-mail to Mary Texter, November
22, 2005.

The lnternet Movie Database. www.imdb.com (ac
cessed December 12, 2005).

Mary Texter
HUTCHINSON, CONRAD, JR., “HUTCH.”
WARRANT OFFICER (b. October 25, 1919,

buried there.

“Celebration of Life, Conrad Hutchinson, Jr., March

9, 1996,"Special Collections, A.C. Lewis Memorial
Library, Grambling State Univ.
Grantonian, 1950, William Grant High School Year
Book, in Theodore H. H. Harris's collection.
Theodore H. H. Harris

HYGEIA. William Bullock, an English natural
ist and the owner of the Egyptian Hall Museum in
London, England, visited Cincinnati in 1827 on
his travels through Mexico and North America.
Enchanted by the approximately 1,000-acre Elm
wood estate of Northern Kentucky businessman
Thomas D. Carneal (present-day Ludlow), Bull
ock purchased it in 1828 and began to make plans
for developing a speculative town on the property,
to be called Hygeia after the Greek goddess of
health. Bullock enumerated the virtues of the lo

cale, which included the beauty and healthfulness
of the site, the freedoms and low taxes of the United

for marching bands, was the son of Conrad and

it was a thriving city, and the high quality and low
cost of goods and provisions. He said, "Every hour
I spent in this place ... served to convince me, that,
for the industrious peasant, artisan, manufacturer,
or other person, with a small income, arising from
capital, no situation I had seen embraced so many
advantages as a place of residence." About the Elm
wood estate, he wrote, "a finer site for building a
small town of retirement, in the vicinity of a popu
lous manufacturing city, could scarcely exist.” Bull
ock anticipated that his proposed town would ap
peal not only to Americans but also to his
acquaintances with limited incomes in Great Brit
ain, where, he claimed, living expenses were three

Helen Hutchinson. He earned his BA in music ed

ucation from Tuskegee Institute in Macon Co.,
Ala. During World War II he served in the U.S.
Army's Command Headquarters Band in Cal

Schools in Covington.

cutta, India, and achieved the rank of warrant offi

cer, junior grade. Hutchinson was awarded the

It was while Hutchinson was at the Lincoln

Grant Schools that he initiated marching to con
temporary music; the result was the distinctive
step style of marching that is commonly performed
by many African American marching bands today.
Hutchinson would march the high school band
around the schoolyard in this style, never missing
any of the musical notes. Ever the creative mentor,
Hutchinson developed a lasting relationship be

on the TNT cable television network in 1995.

tween his students and their music. He also devel

“George Hurrell," vertical files, Kenton Co. Public Li
brary, Covington, Ky.
Keating, Michael E. "Looking at Stars for Your Close

oped popular school dance and jazz bands, and a
number of his students went on to play profession
ally in clubs in and around Cincinnati. While liv
ing in Covington, Hutchinson resided on W. 10th

ups," CE, January 27, 2007, 1 E.

In 1952 Hutchinson left Covington and Lincoln
Grant Schools for a job at the Grambling State Uni
versity in Louisiana, where he served as music di
rector for more than 40 years, receiving numerous
awards. In 1996 he died in Grambling, La., and was

States, the friendliness of Cincinnati, the fact that

Natalie Cole, Liza Minnelli, Paul Newman, Robert

Vieira, Mark A., and George Hurrell. Hurrell's Hol

where he earned an MA in music education.

Bloomsburg, Pa.; d. March 5, 1996, Grambling,

Good Conduct Medal as well as the China, Burma,
India Theater Medal, with five battle stars. In 1945
he became music director for the Lincoln-Grant

After 60 years as the most legendary glamour
portrait photographer of the stars, George Hurrell
died of cancer at age 87 in 1992. His portraits of
Hollywood luminaries created the idealized images
of movie icons from the Golden Age that are highly
valued and avidly collected today. A documentary
film entitled Legends in Light: The Photography of
George Hurrell (directed by Carl Colby) premiered

theater bands and orchestras, and played the organ
at churches. He was the staff arranger for Cincin
nati's famed King Records and worked with the
Big Three Music—Warner Brothers Publishers. He
engaged in graduate study at the University of Cin
cinnati, Case Western Reserve University in Cleve
land, Ohio; the New England Conservatory of Mu
sic; and Vandercook College of Music in Chicago,

La.), Conrad Hutchinson, an innovator in music

1965. Soon, exhibitions in other major museums
throughout the world created an ongoing revival of
interest in his early works. Numerous artbooks were
published of his glamorized images, placing him in
the spotlight for a second career, during which he
photographed celebrities such as Warren Beatty,
Redford, Sharon Stone, and John Travolta.
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Street, on E. Bush St. and on Russell St.

When Hutchinson was not conducting the

lywood Portraits: The Chapman Collection. New
York: Harry N. Abrams, 1997.

school bands, he worked for Cincinnati radio sta

John Schlipp

tions WSAI and WLW as staff organist, conducted

times those of the Cincinnati area. He intended

Hygeia to be not merely a speculative town but one
of the earliest planned suburban communities in
the United States; though never executed, it re
mains a fascinating episode in American town
planning history.
Speculative towns were commonplace in the
19th-century U.S. West. Carneal had helped to lay
out Covington in 1815, and it seems likely that he
may himself have considered a town on the Elm
wood site and encouraged Bullock in the idea.
However, most American speculative towns had
nondescript, gridiron plans and lacked the sophis
ticated layout and architectural character of Hy
geia. Bullock recorded his design process: "I made
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alittle model of the land, and determined to have it

laid out to the best possible advantage with profes
sional assistance, on my return to England." He
had expertise to make both plaster and wax molds
and evidently created his own topographical model
of the site. Once back in London, for "professional
assistance," he hired English Regency architect
John Buonarotti Papworth (1775–1847) to design
the town and its buildings. Bullock had previously
retained Papworth, in 1819, to create a new gallery
for the Egyptian Hall.
Papworth was a versatile and prolific architect
who designed everything from landscapes to fur
niture and had a large practice in country houses
and in urban commercial buildings with iron and
glass fronts. He designed a palace for King Wil
helm I of Württemberg in Germany (which was
not built) and thereafter made the most of the royal
connection. Working-class housing interested
him, and he published numerous designs for small
villas and cottages. His architecture was eclectic
and predicted the multiple styles of the 19th cen
tury. He laid out several streets in London and
planned additions to nearby Dulwich and to Chel
tenham in Gloucestershire. However, Hygeia was
his most extensive and complete town-planning
scheme.

A striking aspect of the Hygeia plan is its fig
ural elegance. Its multiple geometries make it an
arresting image on the page. This feature served
Bullockwell as he published the plan in his Sketch
of a Journey through the Western States of Amer
ica, intended as a description of his travels, a pro
spectus for his new town, and a laudatory account
of Cincinnati. The abstract graphic qualities of the
plan have continued to attract interest, and it has
been frequently republished in books and articles
on urban planning history. Some critics have
faulted it for its functional deficiencies, for a lack of

synthesis among its complex geometries, and for a
"meaningless" use of diagonal streets that "lead no
where," but such criticisms tend in part to misun
derstand the plan, the first purpose of which was to
provide a striking visual image to attract the notice
of potential investors and residents.
Hygeia would have filled the 1,000 or so acres
of Bullock's site, stretching more than two miles
from east to west along a curve in the Ohio River,
opposite and slightly west, downriver, from
Cincinnati, covering much of the central area of
current-day Ludlow. The town's northern bound
ary was the river, while on the south it climbed
into the hills of what is now Covington's Devou
Park. The centerpiece of the plan is a large circle
in-a-square of streets and drives; within the circle
is another square, bisected by cross streets, form
ing four smaller squares composed of rows of
townhouses looking outward onto naturalistic
gardens containing freestanding villas and orna
mental ponds. Four churches, facing north and
south, interrupt the uniform ranges of town
houses and create architectural focal points. At
the center is a minute, circular “fountain place."
From the corners of the smaller squares, four di
agonal streets radiate outward. Above the circular
centerpiece, uphill to the south, three public

buildings occupy the central axis of the plan: a
town hall flanked by a museum and a library. Be
low the centerpiece, on the riverbank to the north,
are flower and vegetable gardens, divided into
small communal plots for the town residents. The
western portion of the plan contains two squares
of terraced townhouses facing inward onto cen
tral gardens; their perimeters are screened by
ranges of outward-facing, semidetached villas
(freestanding double houses or duplexes). Farther
west are more dispersed streets of semidetached
and freestanding villas.
The eastern portion of the plan (nearest Cincin
nati), contains orthogonal ranges of semidetached
villas; beyond these are communal stables and a
market square, bordered by rows of shops, probably
with shopkeepers' residences above. Farther east,
on a small branch, is a brewery (the town's only
manufacturing establishment), with long rows of
workers' housing beyond. Near the riverfront are
an inn, a public bath, and "Mr. Bullock's House"
(the still-existing Elmwood Hall), its river view
awkwardly blocked by a proposed row of semide
tached villas. On a promontory to the southeast is a
picturesquely planned cemetery with naturalistic
walks and a central chapel like a small classical tem
ple, all of which, as the caption states, are “like Père
la Chaise cemetery; at Paris” (laid out ca. 1803, by
architect A. T. Brongniart). Had it been executed,
this would have been the first such picturesque
cemetery in America. The Hygeia plan has been
credited as among the earliest of “garden cities.”
Indeed, Papworth called it a “Rural Town," and it
contains large percentages of green space. Despite
Bullock's speculative intentions, the plan exhibits
some of the idealizing tendencies of Enlightenment
utopias of the period, in this case not an ideally or
dered industrial city (such as Robert Dale Owen's
New Harmony, Ind., ca. 1825), but a beautiful, gar
denesque" alternative to the chaos and unhealthful
conditions of emerging industrial cities.
Hygeia exhibits a further Enlightenment idea:
an encyclopedic array of different planning, hous
ing, and architectural typologies. It sums up sev
eral decades of British town-planning strategies
(orthogonal, radial, and naturalistic, with squares,
circuses, and picturesque gardens) and echoes
various 18th- and early-19th-century extensions to
existing cities, such as Bath, England; Edinburgh
New Town, Scotland; and Regent St. and Regent's
Park in London, the latter near Bullock's museum

in Piccadilly. As was done for Regent St. and Re
gent's Park—also a speculative planning scheme—
Bullock probably meant to build Hygeia in stages,
the sales of each portion paying for the develop
ment of the next. Unlike the British town plans,
however, which usually aimed at middle-andupper
classoccupants, Hygeia exhibited a degree of social
idealism by providing healthful cottages and small
row houses for workers and artisans along with
middle-class villas and residential squares. It in
cluded around 800 to 1,000 residential units, per
haps meant to accommodate 2,000 or more occu
pants. (By comparison, Cincinnati in 1827 had a
population of about 20,000). As with similar En
glish planned communities, Bullock and Papworth

would have controlled the design of Hygeia's pub
lic buildings and houses. Papworth provided
drawings for a variety of buildings in multiple
styles, including Greek, Gothic, Italianate, Roman,
and a simplified neoclassicism.
Despite its conceptual elegance, Hygeia failed.
First, it was remote and lacked convenient trans

portation to Cincinnati. Boats and ferries formed
the only directoonnection to Hygeia. Bridges, roads,
and railways to the site were still several decades in
the future. Second, there was a lack of jobs; other
than shops and the brewery, the absence offactories
meant that workers would have no way to make a
living. Hygeia was not planned as a wholly self
supporting community and thus posited a “subur
ban" dependence upon Cincinnati at a time signifi
cantly before the larger city developed real suburbs
(the Hygeia plan preceded the development of the
Cincinnati suburbs of Clifton and Glendale by a
quarter century and Mariemont and Greenhills—
which it conceptually resembled—by a full cen
tury). Hygeia failed to attract either local residents
or British emigrants; had it been adjacent to Lon
don rather than Cincinnati, it might have suc
ceeded. Finally, Bullock failed to foresee that sites
downstream from developing industrial cities
like Cincinnati would eventually themselves be
come industrial communities, while cleaner, up
stream sites would become more desirable residen
tial suburbs.

Perhaps needing capital, Bullock sold 710
acres of the estate to Israel Ludlow Jr. in 1831.

Shortly thereafter, his friend Frances Trollope, an
author who had lived in Cincinnati and visited

Bullock at Elmwood Hall, published her famous
book The Domestic Manners of the Americans,
in which she lampooned Americans generally and
Cincinnatians specifically, for their lack of cul
ture. Her book perhaps sank Bullock's last hopes
of attracting residents from Britain. Conceding
defeat, he sold his remaining acreage in 1836,
mostly to Israel Ludlow, and eventually returned
to England.
From the 1830s on, the Ludlow family and
their relatives the Kenner family slowly devel
oped the town of Ludlow on the site. It has a simple
grid of streets, with nothing of the complex char
acter of Hygeia. In the 1870s, the completion of the
Cincinnati Southern Railroad and the arrival

of its shops and associated industries in Ludlow
and the construction of a railway and pedestrian
bridge across the Ohio River to Cincinnati solved
at once the jobs and transportation problems of
the little community, and it became something of a
railway boom town, with an eventual population
of 6,000. Ironically, several of the Hygeia housing

types, such as freestanding houses and cottages,
semidetached or double houses, and row houses,

all in multiple architectural styles, did appear in
Ludlow a half century and more after Bullock and
Papworth's similar designs. The later 20th-century
decline of the railroad and the gradual disappear
ance of industry from Ludlow has left it again a
residential bedroom community in a quiet river
setting, with small and medium-sized houses in a
variety of styles, similar to Bullock's original vi

HYGEIA

sion (but lacking Papworth's avant-garde plan
ning). Perhaps with preservation of its historic
buildings and careful development of its river
front, Ludlow can yet recapture some of the bu
colic character promised by Hygeia.
The great virtue of Hygeia was its striking
plan and architectural character. It was one of the
earliest and most sophisticated suburbs proposed
for America or, for that matter, Europe. Although
its plan had little effect on the later development
of Ludlow, perhaps the memory of Hygeia uncon
sciously raised the level of planning in neighbor
ing Cincinnati, with its eventual picturesque

cemeteries, garden suburbs, and other urban
amenities.
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was returned to cool the compressors again. To
keep the ice clear, air was blown through the water
as it froze. After the block was about 90 percent
frozen, the water and impurities were suctioned
out and clean water was put in the resulting cavity
and allowed to freeze solid. This process was called
coring the ice. Each of the wooden blocks had a
metal loop in the center, by which workers could
lift the lid with a hook and check on the progress

they sold both ice and coal. When the plant was
running at full capacity, it could produce almost
100 blocks of ice, 300 pounds each, in 24 hours.
After Joe's death in 1938, Phil continued the busi

ness. Latonia Ice & Fuel provided ice not only to
individual homes and businesses but also for Fruit

ICEHOUSES. A number of Northern Kentucky

oftheiceblockunderneath. Becausefewhouseholds

icehouses made and sold ice in the 19th and 20th

needed such a large block of ice, the ice was cut by
a scoring machine with saw blades into sections
that could be broken into 25-to-50-pound blocks.
The "snow" produced as a by-product of cutting
ice was a treat for children during the hot summer
months. The smaller blocks could also go into a
crusher to produce crushed ice. The storage rooms
where the ice was kept were well insulated and

Growers Express railcars full of produce being
shipped to market. By means of a winch, the rail
cars were positioned on the tracks that ran along
side the large storage room. Inside the storage
room, an elevator brought the 300-pound blocks
of ice up to the level of the top of the railcars, so
that the ice could be moved onto platforms and
loaded into the railcars from the top. Each railcar
held approximately 160 to 180 of the 300-pound
blocks. In the mid-1950s, refrigerated railcars were
perfected and their use was phased in gradually
over the next six or seven years, eliminating the

could have thick, hollow walls made of cork and

need for iced railcars.

filled with sawdust. A large storage room might
be several stories high and hold hundreds of
300-poundblocks.

Phil Mueller died in 1954, and his family con
tinued to operate the business. After the downturn

centuries. Before electric refrigeration became
widely available, ice played an important role in
daily life. Loaded into iceboxes, it was used to pre
serve food. An icebox was a wooden box that had

some resemblance to a present-day refrigerator; it
could be as large as a refrigerator or even larger and
was well insulated so that the 50-to-75-pound
block of ice in a compartment at the top would
keep the contents cold. As the ice melted, the water
dripped into a pan at the bottom of the icebox. The
pan had to be checked and emptied regularly in
order to avoid an overflow.

In the early 1900s, well before World War I, the
ice for iceboxes came from frozen lakes. During
cold weather crews with horses pulling large saws
would cut blocks of ice from the lakes. That ice was

kept until needed in large storage buildings with
thick walls insulated with sawdust.

As electricity became more readily available,
ice was manufactured by icehouses, in 300-pound
blocks, and kept in storage rooms. The manufac
turing portion of the icehouse had large rooms

whose floors were a grid of wooden blocks set on a
steel frame. Under each wooden block was an ice

can that was about 22inches long, 12 inches wide,
and four feet tall. The ice cans were filled with wa

ter and set in a brine solution. Large compressors
circulated ammonia through a network of pipes
that ran throughout the brine solution, chilling
the brine enough to freeze the water in the cans.
The compressors were cooled with water by the
following process. Water was pumped to the top
ofa coolingtower on top of the ice-manufacturing
building. The cooling tower could be as tall as a
two-story building. The hot water splashed down
through a series of panels that cooled it before it

º
º:

Ice Wagon.

in the demand for ice and coal, Latonia Ice & Fuel

For home use, the iceman delivered these

turned to selling and servicing Gravely tractors

smaller blocks of ice weighing 25 to 50 pounds
each. Early on, the iceman used a horse-drawn
wagon. He would carry the ice into the customer's
house using a set of ice tongs shaped like a figure8
with a handle at the top and two sharp points on
the bottom; the tongs could open and then closeon
the ice, gripping it securely. When the iceman had
to transport a large block of ice, he would grip the
block with the tongs and put it on his back to carry

and Toro lawn equipment. The Latonia Ice & Fuel
Company complex took up an entire city block,
and in the early 1960s the property where the ice
manufacturing plant and the coalyard was located
was sold to the Green Trucking Company. The
Gravely-Torobusiness continued to operate across
the street from the former icehouse in the building
that had been the truck garage. In August 1966 a
fire destroyed most of the former icehouse build
ing. Finally, after 60 years, the Latonia Ice & Fuel
Company closed in 1968 and the remainder of the
property was sold. Part of the original icehouse
still stands and is used by the Covington Indepen
dent School District as a maintenance garage for
school buses. The National Billiard Company now
occupies the former truck garage.
Dusing Brothers Ice (now Dusing Brothers Ice
Manufacturing Inc.), along U.S. 25, the Dixie
Highway in Elsmere, was begun in 1928 by broth
ers Ben and Frank Dusing, and the operation re
mains in the same location today. They home
delivered ice and supplied ice to trucks that
traveled along the Dixie Highway carrying per
ishable food items. They iced the trucks by blow
ing crushed ice into them. Dusing Brothers still
manufactures ice, but they also operate mechani
cal ice-making machines that need only to be
turned on to produce ice quickly and with less
manpower. However, these machines, prone to

it. Trucks were later used to deliver ice, but the

work of the iceman did not change. He still used
the tongs and his back to transport the ice.
One company that provided both coal and ice
during the 1900s was the Latonia Ice & Fuel Com
pany in Latonia. Two brothers, Joe and Phil Muel
ler, began the company around 1902, and articles
of incorporation were filed on September 1, 1908.
At first the Muellers cut their ice from a spring-fed
lake that was located where the present Transit
Authority of Northern Kentucky bus barn is
on Madison Pike in Latonia. They laterbuilt an ice
manufacturing plant on Eugenia Ave. in Latonia,
adjacent to the Louisville and Nashville Rail
road tracks that ran down to Latonia Ave.; there

mechanical breakdown, are far less reliable than

the old methods. During the 1950s and 1960s, in
times of peak demand for Latonia Ice & Fuel,
trucks would make trips from Latonia to the
Dusing Brothers icehouse for 300-pound blocks
of ice in order to have enough ice for the Fruit
Growers Express railroad cars.
The Penn family of Newport ran a similar ice
house along the Chesapeake and Ohio Rail
road on that city's east side, at E. Ninth St. and
Linden Ave. Called the City Ice and Fuel Company,
it ceased operations in 1959, and the building be
gan to be used by the Pharo Trucking Company in
August 1966.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH, NEWPORT

Centennial Committee, City of Elsmere Centennial
Celebration, 1896–1996. Elsmere, Ky: Centennial
Committee, 1996.

"Latonia Ice & Fuel (Articles of Incorporation Filed),"
KP, August 26, 1908, 2.

“Phil Mueller Rites Set for Thursday," KP, June 1,
1954, 1.

Russell, Burl. "Fire Destroys Plant as Owner Awaits

years. Many of its students transferred to La Sal

ette Academy. In September 1934, a new high
school for boys, Newport (Central) Catholic
High School, occupied the former Immaculata
Academy space.
“1932 Class Will Be Last at Immaculata," KP. May 30,
1932, l.
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brick, three-story school building in 1893. He also
arranged for the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth to
take over the education of the boys, who up to this

time had been taught by lay teachers. About this
same time, the parish's elementary school was de

clared a free school; that is, no tuition was charged.
A new rectory was completed in 1897 adjacent to
the church.

Surgery," KP, August 27, 1966, 1.
IMMACULATECONCEPTION CATHOLIC

Mary Jo Hardcorn
IDLEWILD. Idlewild is located just off I-275 at
Ky. Rts. 20 (the old Burlington-Petersburg Turn
pike) and 338 (Idlewild Rd) in northwestern Boone
Co. The name of the community started as Gaines
ville, since much of the land was owned by the
county's influential Gaines family. When a post of.
fice was established in the community in 1886, the
name was Utzinger; then in 1900 the current name,
Idlewild, was adopted.
In the late 1800s, the town had a general store,
three blacksmith shops, and several businesses.
There was a carriage shop, operated by Fred
Pfalzgraf, a charter member of the Wells Fargo stage
route, which delivered mail from Petersburgtobrom

CHURCH, NEWPORT. The Immaculate Con

ception Catholic Church was established in New
port in 1855, to provide services for English
speaking Catholics in the city. Corpus Christi
Catholic Church, the first Catholic congregation
in Newport, had been operating since 1845, pri
marily serving the German-speaking residents of
Newport. In March 1855 a lot was purchased along
Madison St. (present-day Fifth St.) for the con
struction of the Immaculate Conception Church
building. Bishop George Carrell laid its cornerstone
on April 15, 1855, and the structure was dedicated
on December 23, 1855.

During the pastorate of James L. Gorey (1915–
1927), new Gothic marblehigh and side altars were
placed in the church. The old wooden altars were
donated to the St. Paul Catholic Church in

Florence, Ky. Other improvements included a new
pulpit and confessionals and the frescoing of the
interior.

The 1930s proved a challenging decade for the
people of Immaculate Conception Parish. The Sis
ters of Charity of Nazareth announced the closing
of Immaculata Academy in 1932. The academy's
buildings had suffered greatly over the years from

persistent flooding and were no longer suitable for

own a home, had purchased lots in Newport, built
houses, and sold or rented them to his parish

school purposes, but the expense of rehabilitating
them or building new facilities was considered too
high. During its last year of operation, the academy
enrolled 180 pupils. The defining event in parish
life during the 1930s, however, was the flood of
1937. Water reached a height of 11 feet inside the
church, completely destroying the floors, the pews,
and many other furnishings. Floodwaters also did
considerable damage to the parish school and the
rectory. The lower West End of Newport suffered
greatly because of the flood. Many residents sold
their homes and moved to higher ground in the
city or to one of the new suburban communities of
Campbell Co.
Newport's lower West End was becoming in
creasingly non-Catholic, Urban renewal projects
in the city had led to the destruction of many
single-family homes. By 1964, 20 blocks of down
town Newport had been cleared. Membership at
Immaculate Conception Church began to decline
significantly. Located on low ground near the Ohio
and Licking rivers, Immaculate Conception parish
buildings suffered repeated flooding over the
years. In 1967 the Kentucky state fire marshal de
clared the school building unsafe, and the parish
elementary school closed the following year. Im
maculate Conception Church itself was officially
closed on July 31, 1969. The historic church, school,
and rectory were demolished to make way for the
construction of a Shell gasoline service station; the

1857. It was a coeducational Catholic school run

ioners. His activities resulted in the construction

lot, at the southeast corner of Fifth and Central

by the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth, who also
operated La Salette Academy in Covington. It
the early years, the sisters lived in Covington and
traveled to Newport, daily crossing the Licking
River by rowboat. With benefactors such as Mi
chael V. Daly and his wife, the parents of Mrs.
Peter O’Shaughnessy, Immaculata Academy

of perhaps 500 homes in the city. When a massive
economic depression during the 1870s brought
the construction of homes to a halt, the parish did
not have enough funds to pay the debt that Guil
foyle had incurred. Only large donations from two
parishioners, Peter O’Shaughnessy and James
Walsh, saved the parish's property from being lost
(see Walsh Distillery, Newport Home Own
ership).

Sts., is currently vacant.

ley. Along the delivery route, delivery persons would
switch horses in Idlewild, Hebron, and Constance,

on the way to Bromley.
During the early 1900s, a public school for
black children was located near Idlewild; one of

several in the county, it served 10 pupils and pro
vided the students with bus service. There was also

a school for whites, a one-room brick building that
was later consolidated with that at Hebron. That

former school building still stands as a private
residence.

During the 1940s, Scothorn Motors and the
Scothorn General Store made up Idelwild's busi
ness district. The car dealership's building is cur

The first pastor was John Force, who served un
til 1857, when Patrick Guilfoyle (1817–1892), a na
tive of Kilkenny, Ireland, was appointed pastor.
Under Guilfoyle's guidance, Immaculate Concep
tion parish flourished. In 1857 the parishioners
financed the construction of a one-story brick
school building for boys. That same year, the Sis
ters of Charity of Nazareth (Ky.) arrived in New
port and opened a school for girls on York St. The
sisters also established a private school near the
church, which they named Immaculata Acad
emy. A three-story academy building was con
structed in 1864 under the direction of Mary David
Wagner S.C.N. Over time, Immaculata Academy
evolved into a grade 1–12 school enrolling both
male and female students.

rently a body shop, but the appliance building is

In the years following the Civil War, popula
tion growth in Newport necessitated the con

vacant and the old general store is just a shell.

struction of a new church for the Immaculate

Boone Co. Historic Preservation Review Board. His

Conception congregation. The cornerstone of this
church, designed by the Piket architectural firm

toric Structures of Boone County, Kentucky.
Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Historic Preservation

(see Louis Piket) was laid in 1869, and the new

Review Board, 2002.

Reis, Jim. “Tiny Unincorporated Towns Abound in
Boone,” KP, December 9, 1985, 4K.

Nancy J. Tretter

Gothic Revival church building was dedicated in
1873. Before the facade of the new building was
completed, however, the parish suffered a com
plete financial failure. For many years, Guilfoyle,
who believed that all Catholic families should

IMMACULATA

ACADEMY.

Immaculata

Academy opened in Newport on W. Fifth St. in

grew and flourished. In 1883 enrollment was
130; in 1919 it was 210. But because a new physi
cal plant was needed, and because there was a
desire in Campbell Co. to consolidate Catholic
secondary education in separate boys' and girls'
high schools, Immaculata Academy closed its
doors in August 1932, after operating for 75

“Academy to Close after 75 Years,” KP, May 30, 1932, 1.
Golden Jubilee of the Rev. James McNerney Rector
of the Church of the Immaculate Conception,

Newport, Ky. Newport, Ky. Immaculate Concep
tion parish, 1915.

McGill, Anna Blanche. The Sisters of Charity of
Nazareth, Kentucky. New York: Encyclopedia
Press, 1917.
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.

In July 1877 Bishop Augustus M. Toebbe sent
James Bent to Immaculate Conception as pastor.
In that same year, the facade of the new church was
finally completed. In June 1878 James McNerney
became pastor. He oversaw the construction of a

Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North
ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The
Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
David E. Schroeder

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH, STEPSTONE
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IMMACULATECONCEPTION CATHOLIC

CHURCH, STEPSTONE. German Catholics
initiated the small St. Joseph Catholic Church

at Four Mile Creek in Campbell Co. in 1846. Soon

after establishing it as a parish in 1855, Bishop
George A. Carrell appointed Rev. Lawrence Spit
zelberger as the second pastor. In 1858 Spitzel
berger began attending to the needs of another
group of eight German Catholic families at Step
stone Creek in northeastern Pendleton Co., near a

landing that made the spot accessible by boat. Un
der Spitzelberger's guidance, the small German
community built a little church in 1861 and named
it Immaculate Conception Catholic Church. It
served as a mission of St. Joseph Catholic Church
until it was transferred to the care of Saints Peter

and Paul Catholic Church in Twelve Mile (now
California). The small wooden church remains as
a mission of Saints Peter and Paul Catholic

Church. Although the church building has never
had heat or electricity, it is still used for Mass twice
a year.

Reder, Diane. "Jubilee Cross Visits Sts. Peter and Paul."
Messenger, February 4, 2000, 6.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,

Kentucky. Covington, Ky.; Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The

Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Thomas S. Ward

parish still in doubt, a petition with 66 signatures
from the congregation at Hebron reiterated the
need for a church and a nearby school for the safety
of Catholic students. Finally, Bishop Mulloy ap
proved having Father Ciangetti entertain con
struction proposals.
In August 1956 the ground was broken for
the new sanctuary building, and on Sunday, Au
gust 11, 1957, the bishop blessed the newly com
pleted church. A year later, members requested
parish status and a school from the bishop. In
1960 Richard Ackerman, the Covington Dio
cese's new bishop, established the parish of Im
maculate Heart of Mary, assigning Father Otto
Hering as pastor.

In January 1961 Father Hering announced that
Immaculate Heart of Mary parish would build its
own elementary school with five classrooms and
“temporary” quarters for five teaching sisters. The
school building opened in January 1962 with about
75 students. In 1970 the parish consisted of 138
families, 76 students in the school, 85 in public el
ementary school, and 2 religious and 2 lay teachers,
with 4 classrooms in use. During the late 1970s,
Bishop Ackerman approved spending $102,500 for
a convent and a rectory and for remodeling to pro
vide another classroom, a principal's office, a
lounge, and storage space.
By 1981, 800 parishioners per week attended
the one Saturday and four Sunday masses. Accord
ingly, the diocese approved adding a 135-seat wing
to the church, extending from the right side of the
sanctuary.

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY CATHO

Mary Church building, dedicated in 1993, is lo
cated off Ky. Rt. 18, near the geographical center of

As early as 1967, Father Herring had com
plained that the nearby airport's "new landing and
take-off patterns are bringing the planes within a
hundred yards or less of our church buildings."

Boone Co. It was once a church with a small con

On October 21, 1991, the Cincinnati/Northern

gregation that met in a sanctuary on Limaburg Rd.

Kentucky International Airport Board voted
to purchase all of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
parish properties for $1.65 million plus another

LIC CHURCH. The new Immaculate Heart of

near Hebron and served a much more rural com

munity, but today the church building and its
membership are in the suburbs. The first church
had a membership of some 70 families. In 2002 the
Immaculate Heart of Mary parish counted 1,546
households.

Originally, Bishop William T. Mulloy on
October 1, 1954, named Immaculate Heart of

$20,000 for moving expenses. The parish's new

Steering Committee negotiated with the airport,
developed a wish list, selected a site for relocation,
and hired an architect. The new site chosen was on

15 acres of farmland near Burlington. In Novem
ber the parish began fundraising.

largest in the Diocese of Covington, as is its ele
mentary school.
“Hebron Parish Sold to Airport Board,” Messenger,
October 27, 1991, 1.

“Immaculate Heart of Mary Multi-Purpose Building
Dedication," Messenger, August 27, 1993, 2A.
“Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 50th Anniver

sary," Messenger supplement, December 16, 2005.
“Immaculate Heart of Mary to Build in Burlington,"
Messenger, December 8, 1991, 1.
John Boh
IMMANUEL

UNITED

CHURCH

OF

CHRIST. During the late 1880s, a group of Re
formed Church people settled in the small Kenton
Co. town of Mullinsville. In 1890 the name of the

community was changed to Bromley, and it was
incorporated as a sixth-class city. Several years
later, two religious groups, the Reformed and the
Campbellites, began holding German-language
services in the same meeting hall, one on Sunday
mornings and the other on Sunday afternoons. On
March 11, 1894, 30 members of the Reformed

group held a meeting at which they formally orga
nized the German Reformed Church of Bromley,
Ky. Shortly thereafter, they purchased lot 95, at the
northeast corner of Boone and Harris Sts., and be

gan building their first sanctuary. The cornerstone
was laid on July 15, 1894, and the structure was
completed in September of that year. Many of the
members were farmers, who came to church by
horse and wagon, so a barn was built at the rear of
the property to house the animals during services.
Because of the anti-German hysteria that
arose during World War I, the church name was
changed in 1918 to the Immanuel Reformed
Church of Bromley. Religious services began to be
conducted in English rather than German. In 1920
a 20-member choir was formed, directed, until

1932, by the pastor, Rev. William E. Miller. In 1922
the barn was torn down and replaced by an educa
tional building that provided Sunday school class
rooms. In June of the same year, the church pur
chased two lots adjacent to the church property,
and the present sanctuary was later built on them.
The Ladies' Aid Society played a major role in rais
ing the funds needed for construction. In 1934

Mary a mission of St. Boniface Catholic Church in

With a cost estimate of $2,950,000 and

Immanuel and most other Reformed churches

Ludlow (see Saints Boniface and James Catho
lic Church); then in October 1955 it became a

$820,000 in pledges, ground was broken for the
parish's new facilities on March 22, 1992. On Au
gust 29, 1993, Bishop William A. Hughes, Pastor

merged with the Evangelical Church and the orga
nization's name was changed again, this time to
the Immanuel Evangelical and Reformed Church.
During the Ohio River flood of 1937, the con
gregation removed the pews from the church, and
many of the members stored their belongings there
until the floodwaters receded. The local drugstore

mission of a new parish called Mary Queen of
Heaven under Rev. Paul Ciangetti. In 1954 the
Diocese of Covington (see Roman Catholics)
counted 60 Catholic families in the Hebron area.

John Weghorn, a member of St. Paul Catholic
Church, Florence, Ky., donated 15 acres for the
building of a church. Arrangements were made to
celebrate Sunday Mass with the Passionist nuns on
Donaldson Hwy. in adjoining Erlanger. To allevi
ate overcrowding at the Passionist chapel in Er
langer, the Immaculate Heart of Mary congre
gation reserved space in a former restaurant to
celebrate weekly Mass. But because of an apparent
act of religious bigotry, they relocated to the base
ment of a private home. With the future of the local

Louis Holtz, Deacon Arthur Jansson, and former

pastors John Kroger and Paul Ciangetti dedicated
the new building, which had cost more than 4 mil
lion dollars.

In 1997 the parish council was considering
building a new church and converting the present
church into school facilities, an endeavor that
would have cost several millions of dollars. How

ever, the projected large indebtedness for these
projects swayed the parish instead to build eight
additional classrooms at a cost of less than a mil

lion dollars. The new classrooms provided the
school with two classrooms for each grade. Today,
Immaculate Heart of Mary parish is one of the

also moved into the church lecture room, from

which it dispensed medicine to area residents.
On February 17, 1957, Immanuel hired Rev.
Raymond Kuhlenschmidt as its first full-time pas
tor. A parsonage was also purchased for his use, on
Amsterdam Rd. in Park Hills. Later that year, the
Evangelical and Reformed Church and the Chris
tian Church merged, necessitating yet another
name change, this time to the Immanuel United
Church of Christ. The old sanctuary was torn

INDEPENDENCE
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down in 1959 and replaced by the present modern
building. Abelltower was added in 1967, in which
members installed the bell from their old church.

An educational wing, with a pastor's study, a nurs
ery, a choir room, Sunday School classrooms, lava
tories,andakitchenette, was built in 1983.Through
the generosity of dedicated members, the church
was debt-free when a dedication ceremony was
held in June 1984.
"Immanuel United Church of Christ," Ludlow News

Enterprise, May 10, 1989, 3.

Immanuel United Church of Christ. 100 Years of
Service, 1894–1994. Anniversary booklet. Bro

mley, Ky: Immanuel United Church of Christ,
1994.

"Immanuel United Church of Christ Photos," KP.
December 10, 1959, 14.K.

IMMANUEL

UNITED

METHODIST

CHURCH. This church came about as one of the

results of the German revolutions of the 1840s,

when large numbers of Germans fled their home
land and came to the United States. A large num
ber of these immigrants were drawn to the Ohio
Valley because it reminded them of the Rhine
River Valley in Germany. Many chose to settle in
Newport and Covington. In 1848 a small group of
German Protestants began holding church ser
vices in the home of Frederick Dohrmann, at 100

Robbins St. in Covington. Though not originally
affiliated with any larger church organization, these
worshippers were known as the German Method
ist Episcopal Church. Services were conducted in
German. The church's first full-time pastor was Dr.
Christian Vogel, who assumed the position in
1849. As the congregation grew, the church pur
chased aframe house at 717–719 CraigSt. in which
to hold services. A Sunday school was organized in
1853, by which time church membership had
grown to 160. Within a few years, a larger building
was needed, so in 1866 a lot was purchased on the
southeast corner of 10th and Russell. The corner

stone of the new church was laid in 1869, and the

first floor was dedicated in 1870. The upper sanctu
ary was dedicated on February 20, 1876. The edi
fice, designed by architect F. Armstrong, was de
scribed as being one of the finest church buildings
in the city. It also contained one of the region's best
pipe organs, which facilitated the creation of a mu
sic program, including a choir.
In 1886 a house at 79 W. 10th St., adjacent to
the church building, was purchased to be used as a
parsonage. In 1889 the congregation joined the
Epworth League of Methodist Churches. About
1916 an addition was added to the church, but that

was soon outgrown, and the parsonage became the
Sunday school building. Because of anti-German
sentiments during the World War I, the church's
name was changed to the Immanuel Methodist
Episcopal Church and German-language services
were gradually discontinued. In 1929 a site was
purchased at Madison and Robbins, with the in
tention of building a new 600-seat facility. How
ever, before construction began, church leaders re
thought their decision. Attendance had begun to

Immanuel Methodist Church, 10th and Russell Sts., Covington.

fallas older members died and many youngerones
began a ſlight to the suburbs. It was decided that a
location outside the city would best serve the needs
of the congregation. Many sites were considered,
and eventually an 11-acre one at the corner of
Dixie Highway and Arcadia Ln in Lakeside Park,
the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Henry W. Zimmerman,
was obtained in the late 1940s. A new building,
which took several years to complete, was started
in 1949, the congregation officially moved from
Covington to Lakeside Park in September 1950,
worshipping in the basement of the unfinished
building. The cornerstone of the new sanctuary
was laid in June 1955, and the sanctuary opened in
May 1956. An educational annex was constructed
in 1964, a new Wicks organ was installed in 1973,
and a $3.2 million Wesley Hall addition was dedi
cated in 1998. The church continues to be a healthy
and vibrant organization, drawing its members
from many Northern Kentucky communities. It
hosts a number of community groups, including
the Boy Scouts, the Girl Scouts, a basketball league,
and self-help groups. Now named Immanuel
United Methodist Church, it is one of the largest

Protestant churches in Northern Kentucky. In
2005 the church took over the responsibility of op
erating the closed First United Methodist
Church in Covington, converting it into its Grace
satellite campus. In the same year, the church
merged with New Hope United Methodist Church
in Southgate and continued to operate the New
Hope campus at 22 William Blatt Ave. In addition,
Immanuel conducts a large outreach program for
Latinos.

Immanuel United Methodist Church. www.immanu

elumc.org/history.htm (accessed December 19,
2007).

Linn, Molly. "Closing Not End of Church, KP June
11, 2005, 3K.

Reis, Jim. "Heritage Celebrated. Immanuel Marks
150th Milestone." KP September 13, 1999.4K.

INDEPENDENCE. Independence, one of two
county seats in Kenton Co., ranks among North
ern Kentucky's largest and fastest-growing cities.
Primarily a residential city, Independence covers
about 23 square miles and stretches across the
middle third of Kenton Co. between the Boone
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and Campbell county borders. Through annexa
tion and real estate development, the population of
Independence grew almost 10-fold from 1970 to
2000. With its suburban present and rural past, In
dependence touches on two major themes in
Northern Kentucky history: the interplay between
rural and urban interests and the post-World
War II population shift from the region's river cit
ies toward the interior of the state.

Unlike most Northern Kentucky cities, the ori
gins of Independence were political, not commer
cial. The Kentucky statute that created Kenton Co.
in 1840 required a central location for the county
seat. John McCollum donated land at the present
day intersection of Madison Pike (Ky. Rt. 17) and
McCullum Rd. for the Kenton Co. Courthouse. A

Greek Revival–style courthouse was erected on
the site. Incorporated in 1842, the small commu
nity surrounding the new courthouse named itself
Independence to commemorate the independence
of Kenton Co. from Campbell Co.
Residents of Covington, the new county's center
of population, long bemoaned the inconvenience
of traveling to Independence to transact legal busi
ness. Several times from Kenton Co.'s birth through
the early 1900s, Covington business and political
leaders attempted to move the county seat to Cov
ington. An 1848 Covington Journal editorial
pleaded Covington's case: “It seems a very plain
matter. Independence is now the Seat of Justice for
the county. This is a village of half a dozen houses,
twelve miles in the interior, without business, or in

deed, anything else, to draw people there. On the
other hand, Covington has now a population often
thousand, which is rapidly increasing; and here,
from the nature of things, nearly all of the Court
business originates; here the parties, witnesses and
counsel reside. In addition to this, the people of all
parts of the county come to this place... to trade, or
attend to other business, and hence it would not be a
matter of inconvenience for them to attend the
courts here.”

The Kenton county seat controversy lingered
for decades. By 1860 a dual-county-seat system
had developed that split the county in two, with
Covington and Independence as the county seats
for its northern and southern portions, respec
tively. The Kentucky legislature, on occasion, con
sidered moving the Kenton county seat. In 1867
and again in 1905, Kenton Co. voters decided to
keep Independence as a county seat. Victorious
Democrats interpreted the 1905 decision as repu
diation by virtuous rural voters of the corrupt Re
publican Party machine that ran Covington.
During its first 100 years, Independence

changed little from the quiet village described by
the Covington Journal. Independence was a farm
ing community, with businesses such as hotels
and law offices to support courthouse traffic. A few
county officials, for example Judge Lafayette Shaw,
had summer residences or farms in Independence,
but they also maintained homes in Covington.
Commerce stagnated in 19th-century Inde
pendence, in part because it lacked mass transit.
The Louisville, Cincinnati, and Lexington
Railroad, built through the Banklick Creek valley

in 1869, had an Independence depot, but more
than a mile of hilly terrain separated it from the
city. A stagecoach line also operated between Cov
ington and Independence, but a one-way trip took
more than two hours. Small wonder that propo
nents for Covington as the Kenton county seat
contended that it was easier for most people in ru
ral areas to get to Covington than to Indepen
dence because more railroads and turnpikes led to
Covington.
Despite its relative isolation, Independence
teemed with activity when it hosted county court
days and other political meetings. These events
drew local farmers to town to socialize and sell

their products. The political party conventions
held in Independence were annual highlights.
Many of Northern Kentucky's leading 19th
century politicians, including John G. Carlisle,
John White Stevenson, and James W. Bryan,
received their nominations for higher office in In
dependence.
But not all interruptions to the city's tranquil
ity were welcome. During the Civil War, at the
height of the frenzy stirred by a Confederate ad
vance on Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati, a
Confederate force numbering about 1,500 briefly
occupied the town in September 1862 and helped
themselves to food and other supplies. A few years
later, armed Confederate sympathizers harassed
the pro-Union men in Independence and wreaked
general havoc.
The apex of Independence's quiet country vil
lage life probably came in October 1912 with the
dedication there of a new Kenton Co. Courthouse.

A large crowd attended the ceremonies for the
new courthouse, a Beaux Arts structure that cost

$35,000 to build. The festivities included speeches
from civic leaders, music, and simmering pots of
burgoo—astaple of Kentucky political celebrations.
Once common, gatherings like this had all but
ceased in Independence when party nominating
conventions yielded to primary elections during
the 1890s.

Although the city was diminishing in political
importance, the rise of the automobile kept Inde
pendence integrated with the rest of Northern
Kentucky. For instance, increased car ownership
in the 1920s and improved rural roads enabled
Independence's baseball teams to play in North
ern Kentucky leagues that had entries scattered
throughout the region. School consolidation, made
possible by school buses, also brought people to In
dependence. Even so, as late as the 1950s Indepen
dence remained underdeveloped. The city's popu
lation hovered at about 300 residents.

During the 1960s Independence began trans
forming from a quiet country town to a booming
residential city. Annexations, starting with the
area surrounding the Cherokee Shopping Plaza on
Taylor Mill Rd. (Ky. Rt. 16), spurred the city's ex
pansion. By the early 1970s, Independence had
grown to five square miles with a population of
nearly 2,000. Additional annexations during the
1970s increased the city's area to 12 square miles
and quadrupled its population by the end of the
decade. Independence added stillmore territory in

the early 1980s by its merger with the City of Ridge
view Heights and by other annexations to the
west. Most annexations arose from the lobbying
efforts of residents of unincorporated areas who
wished to join Independence rather than risk ab
sorption into the expanding Covington with its
higher tax rates. In other situations, as in Ridge
view Heights, residents favored annexation be
cause Independence could offer services at a much
lower cost.

Rapid growth in Independence also trans
formed its city government. As late as 1960, Inde
pendence offered minimal services to its inhabit
ants. The city government occupied offices in the
Kenton Co. Courthouse. Its police force consisted
of only a marshal and a part-time patrol officer.
Residents had to use cisterns for their water and
had no sewers for waste treatment. This lack of ser

vices thwarted annexation attempts by Indepen
dence during the 1950s. Because of the city's
growth in the 1970s, Independence purchased a
building to house city offices, expanded the police
department to two full-time officers and six part
timers, built two firehouses for the city's 80-mem
ber volunteer fire department, and began the con
structionofsewageandwatersystems. Annexations
brought a fivefold increase in tax revenue without
increasing the tax rate. The revenue windfall and
disciplined spending—sometimes to the conster
nation of those impatient for improvements in city
services—kept Independence operating at a sur
plus while permitting gradual infrastructure
upgrading.
Independence continued to grow throughout
the 1980s and 1990s. Housing developments started
to replace the family farms that surrounded down
town Independence. Annexation was the price
new subdivisions had to pay if they wanted to tap
into Independence's sewer and water lines. The
population of Independence almost doubled be
tween 1980 and 2000.

Independence's most impressive growth may
still be on the horizon. A housing boom brought
by low interest rates has helped make Indepen
dence the fastest-growing city in Northern Ken
tucky, with an estimated 27 percent population in
crease between 2000 and 2005. The widening of
Madison Pike (Ky. Rt. 17), Turkeyfoot Rd. (Ky. Rt.
1303), Ky. Rt. 536, and Taylor Mill Rd. (Ky. Rt. 16)
will improve the city's already enviable access to
Northern Kentucky interstate highways and should
attract even more development. With new and ren
ovated schools, a new library, abundant parks, and
Kenton Co.'s largest public golfcourse all within its
city limits, Independence offers many attractions
for families. In addition, a major retail area is
emerging at the intersection of Madison Pike and
Harris Pike with expectations of more such areas
to come. Already Northern Kentucky's largest city
in terms of land mass, Independence has the po
tential to become the region's most populous city.
Projections indicate that Independence's popula
tion could grow to between 40,000 and 60,000.
The population of Independence was 1,715 in
1970; 7,998 in 1980; 10,444 in 1990; and 14,982 in
2000.
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"Independence Has Changed Very Little." KE, July 4,
1958, 1.

"19,065...and Counting—Independence's Day," KP
July 1, 2006, IA.
U.S. Census Bureau. "American FactFinder. DataSet.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent
Data. Custom Table, www.census.gov (accessed
July 31, 2006).
"Who Runs Independence?" KE, September 10, 1979,
2A.

Greg Perkins
INDEPENDENCE HIGH SCHOOL. Estab

lished in February 1910, Independence High
School was the first county public high school in
Kenton Co. The sweeping 1908 Sullivan Law,
which revamped Kentucky's public school system,
included a requirement that each county have at
least one public high school. To comply with the
legislation, the Kenton Co. School Board took

over a small two-room private high school in Inde
pendence that was conducted by Charles V. Lucy.
Plans immediately commenced to erect a new
county-administered high school at Indepen
dence, the county seat. Completed in 1912 at a cost

Odd Fellows Ringgold Lodge, Market St., Maysville.

of$10,000, the two-storybrick Independence High

Fraternity"—for its tri-linked chain logo with the
letters F, L, and T(for friendship, love, and truth)–

cluded the Odd Fellows Hall on the northeast cor

the Odd Fellows were considered "odd" in their

Browinski Lodge, on the corner of Third and Main
Sts., and the later I.O.O.F. Hall on Seminary St.,

School housed both elementary and high school
students in its eight rooms. Later additions to the
school included an auditorium and expanded class
room space. Independence High School closed in
1938 with the opening of the nearby Simon Ken
ton High School; however, its facility continued
to be used as an elementary school until 1954. The

former Independence High School building, lo
cated at 5209 Madison Pike, remains an enduring
landmark in Independence and continues to serve
the community with its mix of residential, office,
and retail space.

early days because of their practice of giving char.
ity without expecting anything in return. The
I.O.O.F. provided sickness, death, and other bene
fits for its dues-paying members and contributed
to widows and orphans, the Booth Memorial
Hospital, and many otherworthy causes.
Many Odd Fellows lodges operated in Northern
Kentucky, in the communities of Atwood, Augusta,
Bellevue, Big Bone, Butler, Carrollton, Corinth,
Covington (multiple lodges), Dayton, Florence, Fos
ter, Gardnersville, Ghent, Glencoe, Grants Lick, He

Caywood, James A. "A Brief Sketch of the Develop
ment of the Kenton County School System," Janu
ary 14, 1958, Kenton Co. Schools, Fort Wright, Ky.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.

bron, Independence, Johnsville, Jonesville, Knox
ville, Latonia, Ludlow, Maysville, Mount Zion,
Napoleon, New Liberty, Newport (multiple lodges),
Owenton, Petersburg, Warsaw, and Williamstown.
In addition, there are I.O.O.F. cemeteries in Burling:

Greg Perkins

ton, Carrollton, Corinth, and Jonesvilleandthree in

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FEL

LOWS. The Independent Order of Odd Fellows
(I.O.O.F.) in the past had a strong presence in
Northern Kentucky, where it sponsored many
charitable enterprises. The I.O.O.F. has its roots in
18th-century Great Britain; in North America it
was chartered in 1819. Although it was originally a
fraternal organization, with a ladies auxiliary
called the Daughters of Rebekah, today both men
and women can be members of the I.O.O.F. Like

the Masons of the 18th-century Enlightenment,
the I.O.O.F. lodges practiced religious tolerance,
requiring only that their members believe in a
supreme being. Also similar to the Masons, the
I.O.O.F, featured several levels, each composed of
degrees. The first level, or Lodge, had three degrees
(friendship, love, and truth); the second level was
Encampment, with the three degrees of Patriarch,
Golden Rule, and Royal Purple; and the third level,
the Patriarchs Militant, or Canton, had one degree,
the Chevalier. Known as the "The Three-Link

Owen Co. In the 19th century, the I.O.O.F. owned a
picnic grove called the Odd Fellows Grove situated
on Waterworks Rd. in Campbell Co.; in 1905, the
land was sold to the Woodlawn Land Company,
which became part of the later city of Woodlawn.
At least four lodges in Northern Kentucky were
founded for African Americans: the Crispus At
tucks Lodge in Covington, the MaysvilleStar Lodge,
the Dunbar Lodge in Newport, and a lodge in New
Liberty. The hall where the Crispus Attucks lodge
met is still standing in Covington, on the south
west corner of two intersecting alleys in the block
bounded by Fourth, Fifth, and Scott Sts, and Madi
son Ave. Rebekah lodges for women operated in
Augusta, Bellevue, Carrollton, Covington, Jones
ville, Newport (multiple lodges), and Owenton.
Lodges are still operating in Carrollton, Jonesville,
Maysville, and Owenton.
Some ofthe I.O.O.F. lodges built elaboratehalls,
usually renting the first floor to retail establish
ments and themselves occupying one or more
floors above. The most noteworthy buildings in

ner of Fifth St. and Madison Ave. in Covington; the

both in Carrollton; the Odd Fellows' Hall (built
1889; demolished 1971) on the northeast corner of

Elm and Butler Sts, in Ludlow, two buildings in
Maysville, the Odd Fellows Hallon Seminary St. in
Owenton; and the three-story I.O.O.F, building at
115 N. Main St. in Williamstown (built 1911).

Maysville's DeKalb Lodge No. 12 and Ringgold No.
27 built a three-story hall on the south side of Sec.
ond St. between Market and Sutton Sts. in 1877–

1878, the third floor featured a library and lodge
rooms. In 1915 the Ringgold Lodge dedicated a
new three-story hall on Market St. (still standing).
Designed by the noted architectural firm of
Weber Brothers, it features a terracotta front. The

three-story Odd Fellow's Building in Covington,
dating from 1856, featured a unique second-floor
ballroom-auditorium seating 800, unobstructed by
columns and suspended by metal rods hanging
from above. The third floor contained lodge rooms.
The auditorium was used formany civic events, and
in 1900 the body of assassinated Governor Wil
liam Goebel (1900) lay in state there. The Odd Fel
lows sold the building in 1923, and in the 1940s and
1950s the auditorium was used as a roller rink. In

1930 the Washington I.O.O.F. lodge of Covington
built a new three-story headquarters at 808–810
Scott St. In 2001 Tony Milburn and Damian and
Kelly Sells purchased the old 1856 Odd Fellows
Hall at Fifth and Madison, with plans to restore it
to its original splendor. A massive fire on May 21,
2002, however, destroyed the inner shell of the
building. The owners saved the historic outer walls
and built a new five-story officestructure inside.
"Building Ready: Odd Fellows Dedicate New $65,000
Structure," KPOctober 25, 1930, 1.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County, Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
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INGLES, MARY

Emery, George Neil. A Young Man's Benefit: The
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and Sick
ness Insurance in the United States and Can

ada, 1860–1929. Montreal: McGill-Queen's Univ.

ies, and living-history programs, and many his
torical monuments pay homage to this courageous
woman; the Mary Ingles Highway in Northern
Kentucky is named in her honor.

Press, 1999.

“Fire Ravages Historic Hall," KP May 21, 2002, 1K.
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. http://devioof
.org/aboutus.html (accessed August 16, 2008).
Kentucky Gateway Museum, Maysville, Ky. Vertical
files.
“Odd Fellows Hall Sold,” KP, March 5, 1923, 1.

Furbee, Mary Rodd. Outrageous Women of Colo
nial America. New York: Wiley, ca. 2001.
. Shawnee Captive: The Story of Mary Draper
Ingles. Greensboro, N.C.; Morgan Reynolds, ca.

fort, Ky. Roberts, 1941.
The Spirit of a Greater Maysville and Mason County.

periences of Hardships and Heroism of Those

Maysville, Ky: Daily Independent, 1930.
Warminski, Margo. Historic Structures of Boone

Who First Braved the Dangers of the Inhospi
table Wilderness, and the Savage Tribes That

County. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Historic Pres

Then Inhabited It. 1886. Reprint, Charleston,
W.Va.; Kanawha Valley, 1931.
Ingles, John. Escape from Indian Captivity: The

1915, 14.

Paul A. Tenkotte

Valley. Madison, Wis.; Brant, Fuller, 1891.
Trans-Allegheny Pioneers: Historical
the Alleghenies, 1748 and After, Wonderful Ex

Story of Mary Draper Ingles and Son Thomas In
gles, as told by John Ingles, Sr. Ed. Roberta Ingles

Steele and Andrew Lewis Ingles. Radford, Va., 1969.
INGLES, MARY (b. 1732, Philadelphia, Pa.; d.
1815, Montgomery Co., Va.). Mary Draper Ingles
was the daughter of Irish immigrants George and
Elenor Hardin Draper. The Draper family moved to
the western frontier, near what is today Blacksburg,
Va., in 1748. There, they helped to create a pioneer
settlement that was known as Draper's Meadow.
In 1750 Mary Draper married William Ingles
and later gave birth to two sons. On July 8, 1755, a
band of Shawnee Indian warriors (see American

Indians) raided thesettlement, scalping and killing
severalsettlers, including Mary's mother. The Shaw
nees took Mary along with her children, her sister
in-law, and a neighboras hostages. The captives were
forced to trek through uncharted territory and re
portedly were the first white people to traverse this
terrain. Eventually, they arrived at a Shawnee village
located in the Ohio Territory on the banks of the
Scioto and Ohio Rivers. Mary was separated from
hersons there. While in captivity, Mary was taken to
Big Bone Lick in modern Boone Co., Ky., to help
the Indians make salt. She became the first white

person to make salt west of Kanawha River and the
first white woman to enter territory now included in
Indiana, Kentucky, and Ohio.
Mary's opportunity to flee came about when
the Shawnees gave her permission to forage the
woods for nuts and wild grapes. During one of
these gathering expeditions, Mary and another
captive escaped from the Indians and made their
way through the wilderness on foot, enduring in
credible hardships along the way. They used the
Ohio, Kanawha, and New rivers to guide them
throughout their journey. After traveling more
than 800 miles, they finally arrived in Virginia,
and Mary was reunited with her husband, whose

Robin Caraway
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE CENTER.

The federal Internal Revenue Service (IRS) has had

a physical presence in Covington since at least
1907, when President Theodore Roosevelt (1901–

1909) appointed attorney Maurice L. Galvin as
the local revenue collector. Former Covington
mayor Ron Turner (1987) has often remarked that
the city's employment turnaround started with the
arrival of the modern IRS Center in the 1960s. Lo

cated in a multiblock area just to the west of Madi
son Ave. and north of Fourth St., its first one-level

building, with an interior courtyard, was designed
by local architect Carl Bankemper. The Dugan
and Meyers Construction Company of Cincinnati
began work in late 1965, and the new $4.5 million
IRS Center opened for its first group of 300 em
ployees on May 12, 1967, with plans to employ

3,300 by the end of that year. The formal dedica
tion of the building took place in August 1967. The
purpose of the center was to service some 12 mil
lion taxpayers, and it soon became one of the 10 IRS
databanks across the nation. Within two months

husband had built until her death in 1815. She was

after opening, IRS officials were already talking
about further expansion in Covington. The opera
tion soon became one of the major employers in
Northern Kentucky.
The IRS Center, beginning on a 14.5-acre site,
solved a large urban-renewal problem for the City
of Covington, while bringing more people into
town and increased payroll taxes into the city's
coffers, at a time when both were sorely needed.
The building contained a cafeteria and three can
teen areas, with stonework throughout. In 1989
the IRS added a daycare facility for the children of
its employees. In 1990 planning began for the new
Gateway Center Building, across Madison Ave. to
the east, into which the IRS expanded in 1993. In
2000 the focus of the center changed as it moved to
working with small-business taxpayers.

buried at the Ingles Homestead in Radford, Va.
Mary's ordeal has inspired numerous books, mov

Hopkins, Karen. “Beauty Complements Comfort in
IRS Center.” KP, May 10, 1967,8K.

efforts to find her had been unsuccessful. William

and Mary Ingles had four more children and set
tled in Montgomery Co., Va., where they operated
a ferry across the New River. William died in 1782.
Mary continued to live in the log house that her

3, 1974, 1K.

“Tops in Jobs," KP, October 1, 1983, IK.
Wagner, Arlo T. "Plan 2 Acre Expansion of IRS Center
by 1975, KP, May 16, 1967, 1K.
INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS. See Expressways.

Hale, John Peter. History of the Great Kanawha

Sketches of the First White Settlements West of

“Will Be Dedicated in May, KTS, February 16,

6K.

Paeth, Greg, “IRS Asks City to Expand," KP, October

2001.

Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows: Held at Lex
ington, Kentucky, October 14 and 15, 1941. Frank

ervation Board, 2002.

“IRS Here Has 20th Birthday," KP, August 19, 1987,

INTERURBANS. Several interurban lines were

planned but never built in Northern Kentucky.
Nationally, interurban railroad transportation
during the first two decades of the 20th century,
promoted as a means to move people and goods
quickly between cities, was a financial disaster.
Interurban railroads were touted as a replace
ment for the steam railroad. They used electricity
drawn from overhead wires to power clean
running, smokeless motors. Interurban cars were
the size of steam railroad cars but looked like ur
ban streetcars.

Interurban lines were usually built parallel to
existing steam operations and often over the pub
lic right-of-way. Owing to their frequent, often
hourly, service, they stripped steam railroads of
much of their passenger business where they com
peted side by side. Interurbans also claimed a por
tion of the less-than-carload package business, just
as modern overnight air freight companies have
done today. By 1916 more than 15,500 miles of in
terurban line were in service across the nation.

The interurban system's downfall was the de
velopment of all-weather highways. Most interur
bans ran adjacent to or on existing roads and used
local streets to penetrate into the downtowns of
cities. This competition between the interurban
car and the private truck or automobile was settled
in favor of the trucks and automobiles.

Cincinnati, at one time, boasted eight interur
ban lines; in Kentucky six interurban lines were
built statewide, but all had stopped running by
1939; none operated in Northern Kentucky. Al
though the Northern Kentucky Area saw no inter
urban lines built, some were proposed. The basic
goal of these plans was to tie Northern Kentucky to
Louisville and Lexington. Two of the proposals
were to extend the Louisville and Indianapolis
(L&I) from LaGrange to Covington and to extend
the KentuckyTraction Terminal Company (KT&T)
from Paris to Covington and Newport.
Between 1910 and 1920, separate charters were
granted by the Kentucky legislature to four com
panies to build interurban lines within Northern
Kentucky. The Cincinnati, Louisville, Lexington &
Maysville Traction Company was proposed to link
Cincinnati, Louisville, Lexington, and Maysville
together with interurban track. However, despite
some initial news media releases, the company
never undertook to build anything. It appears that
the company was set up as speculation to sell its
franchises to investors who might themselves build
an interurban line.

The Newport & Alexandria Electric Traction
Company (N&AET) proposed running lines be
tween Newport and Alexandria and, once this

IRISH AMERICANS

route was completed, to continue to Falmouth.
News releases speculated that the KT&T would
build north to Cynthiana from Paris and that ei
ther the KT&T or the N&AET would then close

the gap between Falmouth and Cynthiana. A pre
liminary survey of the route was undertaken by
the N&AET, and 1.3 miles of single track was built
in 1916 from the end of the Green Line streetcar

line in S. Fort Thomas southward along Alexan
dria Pk and Main St. in Highland Heights. This
rump line, subsidized by the Highland Heights
Land Company, was operated by the Green Line
until 1924. It was far more a streetcar operation
than an interurban one.

The Covington & Big Bone Company (C&BB)
proposed to connect Covington and Big Bone
Lick. The promoters envisioned developing a spa
and an amusement park at Big Bone Lick that
would attract amusement seekers and give rise to
suburban housing developments. The C&BB may
be best described as a real estate speculation pro
posal. Pacific Electric, located in Los Angeles, was
a prototype for this type of real estate venture. It
involved building a rail line into the country that
would allow easy access to the city of origin and
then developing residential areas along its path.
Outside of some promotional meetings, no start
was made on building the C&BBline.
The promoters of the Ohio Valley Traction
Company (OVT) proposed to tie Covington with
Carrollton, Ky., and Madison, Ind. The route would
use a ferry to cross the Ohio River at Madison until
a bridge could be built. The promoters also held

The second and largest wave of Irish immigra
tion, mainly Roman Catholics, was propelled by
a number of causes. The Penal Laws against Catho
lics in Ireland, the failure of revolts against the
British, the enclosure of farmland for herding, the
displacement of cottage industries by cheaper Brit
ish manufacturing, the Great Famine (1845–1850),
and subsequent potato failures in the 1870s and
1880s all contributed to the “push factors’ motivat
ing millions to leave. “Pull factors" in the United
States included economic opportunity, democracy,
and religious freedom. Irish immigration to the
United States and other places worldwide, as well
as other political and economic conditions in Ire
land, so impacted the population of Ireland that it
literally was halved, from 8.5 million in 1841 to
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thony, were well beloved by their congregations.
Guilfoyle believed that every family should be able
to own a home, so he invested church funds in

building about 500 affordably priced houses in
Newport. Unfortunately, because of an economic
downturn in the 1870s, his dream was ended.

In addition to their religious institutions, the
Irish established a number of fraternal and politi
cal organizations. These included the Ancient Or
der of Hibernians, which had chapters in Coving
ton and Newport in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries; the National Land League (Parnell
Branch, No. 1, Newport); and the Fenians (the Irish
Republican Brotherhood) of the second half of the
19th century. An estimated 150 Fenians from Cov
ington and Newport joined the 1866 failed inva

4.25 million in 1926.

sion of British Canada. The Friends of Irish Free

dom, whose members purchased Republic of
Ireland Bonds, founded Covington, Newport, and

Interlude.” National Railway Bulletin 67, no. 2

The Great Famine attracted attention through
out the world. According to the Licking Valley
Register, the citizens of Covington collected $16]
in August 1847 for the “destitute of Ireland." More
importantly, Covington, Newport, Maysville, and
other locations within Northern Kentucky pro
vided employment opportunities for Irish immi
grants. As early as 1839, the Covington Western
Globe reported that Irish workers, whom it called
the “salt of the earth' for public works,” were em
ployed among the construction crews of the Cov
ington and Lexington Turnpike and later on
the Covington and Lexington Railroad. But
jobs for men in construction were not the only em
ployment opportunities. Sometimes this Irish im
migration assumed a form unlike that of other
earlier and later immigrant groups, in that a
mother or eldest daughter often was sent to the
United States first. She would obtain employment,
usually as a domestic servant, would save money,
and then would send for the next oldest daughter,

(2002): 18–27.

and then the next, until later the husband and the

Day (March 17) increased in popularity in late
19th-century Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky.
For example, in March 1877, there were two
metropolitan-based processions, one on Saturday
that wound its way through Cincinnati and then
across the bridge to Newport and its streets before
returning to Cincinnati (see L&N Bridge). A Sun
day procession also began in Cincinnati, but it
traveled over the John A. Roebling Bridge to
Covington, through the streets of Covington, and

sons joined the family in America. This was the

back to Cincinnati. The festivities continued

case with an Irish mother of seven children who,

throughout the weekin Cincinnati, with a musical
program at Hibernia Hall featuring Northern
Kentucky violinist Joseph Tosso, of Mexican
heritage, playing a medley of Irish tunes entitled

out the carrot that the L&I would extend its line

eastward from LaGrange to meet up with the OVT.
This line never progressed beyond plans on paper.
Bogart, Charles H. "A Survey of Kentucky's Traction

Due, John F., and George W. Hilton. The Electric In
terurban Railways in America. Stanford, Calif:
Stanford Univ. Press, 1960.
Middleton, William D. The Interurban Era. Milwau
kee, Wis.; Kalmbach Books, 1961.

Charles H. Bogart

the Covington Journal narrated in 1851, immi
grated to Covington, became a laundress, saved
money, and sent for her eldest and second daugh
ters; finally she sent for her husband, three sons,
and two youngest daughters.

IRISHAMERICANS. The Irish were one of the

The Irish of the Great Famine and afterward

largest groups to settle in Northern Kentucky. They

were, as a rule, devoutly religious. St. Mary Cath
olic Church in Covington (founded 1833 and

did so in two distinct waves: the first consisted of

Scots-Irish people, who were principally Protes

renamed the Cathedral Basilica of the As

tant, and the second of Irish Catholics. The Scots

sumption) served their needs, as did the English
speaking congregations of Immaculate Concep
tion Catholic Church in Newport (established
1855), St. Patrick Catholic Church in Coving
ton (organized 1872), St. Anthony Catholic Church

Irish originally hailed from the lowlands of Scot
land, and following the systematic conquest of
Ireland by Queen Elizabeth I of England (ruled
1558–1603), they settled in Ulster, the northern
province of Ireland. Rising rents, drought, and En
glish prejudice against their Presbyterian roots
(see Presbyterians) were an impetus for hundreds
of thousands of Scots-Irish to immigrate to the
colonies in North America before the Revolu

tionary War and to the United States afterward.
Settling in Pennsylvania and the southern moun
tains (see Appalachians), many made their way to
Northern Kentucky in the late 18th and early 19th
centuries, for example, Thomas Kennedy, whose
father was a Presbyterian from Ulster.

in Bellevue (founded 1889), and St. James Catholic
Church in Ludlow (founded 1886) (see Saints
Boniface and James Catholic Church). The Sis

ters of Charity of Nazareth, Ky., an English
speaking sisterhood, taught many of the Irish chil
dren in Northern Kentucky and also established
two schools of their own, La Salette Academy in
Covington and Immaculata Academy in New
port. Irish American priests, such as Rev. Patrick
Guilfoyle (1817–1892) of Immaculate Conception
Church and Rev. Thomas McGrady of St. An

Ludlow branches in 1920.

Irish culture gained American admirers
throughout the latter half of the 19th century. One
of the most famous Irish visitors to the area was

Rev. Theobald Mathew (1790–1856), the “Irish

Apostle of Temperance." Mathew toured the
United States from 1849 to 1851 and administered

a “total abstinence pledge” to 600,000 American
Catholics and Protestants; he spoke in Covington
on June 29, 1851. The celebration of St. Patrick's

“Souvenirs of Erin.”
The fertile economic soil of Northern Ken

tucky provided many opportunities for Irish im
migrants and their descendants to achieve promi
nence in business, political, religious, and cultural
circles. Examples include industrialists and phi
lanthropists Peter O’Shaughnessy (1843–1926)
and James Walsh (1818–1890) and his son Nicholas

Walsh (1855–1915) (see Walsh Distillery), judges
Walter Cleary (1854–1916) and Michael Shine
(1850–1930), politicians Thomas Donnelly
(1870–1955) and August “Gus” Sheehan (1917–
2000), author Mary McNamara (1865–1938),
songwriter Haven Gillespie (1888–1975), singers
Rosemary Clooney (1928–2002) and Betty
Clooney (1931–1976), television personality and
author Nick Clooney (1934-), actor George

Clooney (1961-), and philanthropist Helen
Theissen (1906–2005).

Currently, Northern Kentucky has an active
Irish American organization entitled the Fenians
of Northern Kentucky Inc., whose objectives are
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tories indicated that the rolling mill had cost
$75,000. Employing 120, it was manufacturing
about 1,800 tons of iron and nails yearly. In 1844
this firm, called the Covington Rolling Mill and
Nail Factory, employed around 100 workers, man
ufacturing 10 tons of iron into sheet, nails, and bar
iron of all sizes daily. On average, the factory con

Locomotive and Manufacturing Works delivered
to the Covington and Lexington Railroad four lo
comotives, named by the railroad the Covington,
the Cynthiana, the Paris, and the Lexington.
Under new ownership, the factory, now called the
Kentucky Locomotive and Machine Works, built

sumed 600 bushels of stone coal and 800 of char

Sam J. Walker. However, the panic of 1857 proba
bly hastened the final closing of this locomotive
manufacturing firm in Covington.
In 1850 Newport produced 900 tons of iron
products; in 1860, 1,550 tons. At the time, New
port had two rolling mills, one operated by Daniel
Wolff and the other by men named Swift and Ev
ans. In the next 10 years, the Newport iron indus
try expanded tremendously, producing 39,500
tons in 1870, with the rolling mill operated by Swift
and Evans emerging as the leader. By then New
port was out-producing Louisville, and nationwide
only seven states surpassed Kentucky in iron pro
duction. But despite constantly favorable reports
and having 24 coke ovens, a big crane, and a rail
road connection on the rolling mill's eight-acre

“to foster the ideals and perpetuate the history and
traditions of the Irish People” and “to promote
Irish culturethrough the following—music, dance,
literature, food, language, genealogy, theater, sports,
foreign exchange programs, land] architecture."
Since 1997, in conjunction with Thomas More
College, the Fenians of Northern Kentucky have
sponsored an annual lecture series, Tapestry of
Irish History and Culture. In addition, Thomas
More College has had an active "sister-school" re
lationship with Mary Immaculate College in Lim

coal daily. An 1851 Covington map shows that the
Covington factory had expanded to Willow Run
Creek and north to 15th St. In 1860 the rolling mill

erick, Ireland, since 1998.

had become the McNickle Rail Iron Works, owned

Tenkotte, Paul A. “Thomas More College Interna

by Martin, Stephens, and Williams. On September
23, 1865, fire destroyed much of the mill, but only
27 days later, it was back to work producing 45 tons
of railroad iron per day. The Covington Journal in
1869 reported that Covington-made rails were be
ing laid between Miamisburg and Carlisle, Ohio.
The mill in Covington, which employed 160 work
ers, was producing rolled iron, bar iron, sheet iron,
boiler plate, firebed iron, railroad chairs, iron riv
ets, ironware, and fabricated galvanized tubing,
totaling $350,000 in value. Its offices were on W.
Second St. in Cincinnati, and its plant was near the
John A. Roebling Bridge. In 1871 the company
sold 550 tons of iron rails at $80 per ton to the
Maysville and Lexington Railroad. An illus
trated advertisement in 1875 showed the Coving

tional Studies: Historical Overview, 1990–1998,"

ton Rail Mill (a new name), with James G. and

Cullen, Kevin. “Irish Tradition Not Forgotten in Ger
man Main Strasse,” KE, March 13, 1983, B1.

“For the Register," LVR, August 13, 1847, 3.
Harris, Gen Ann. “Walsh Family Returns Home to
the Cathedral." Cathedral Chimes, Autumn
1997, 1.

“An Interesting Incident, CI, April 5, 1851, 2.

Miller, Kerby, and Paul Wagner. Out of Ireland. The
Story of Irish Emigration to America. Washing
ton, D.C.: Elliott and Clark, 1994.

"Notice," Western Globe, September 20, 1839,2.
Reis, Jim. “The Fenian Movement: Local Irish
Americans Recruited for Ill-Fated Invasion of

two more locomotives, the M. M. Benton and the

site, what had become the Swift Iron and Steel

Northern Kentucky's industrial history parallels
the national experience. Once, Kentucky had a

George W. Ball (ca. 1809–1873), John McNick
le's brother-in-law, had come from Pennsylvania.
Ball helped to build McNickle's iron business.
However, in 1854 G. W. Ball, employing 60 work
ers, operated the Covington Foundry between

Works had to be sold in 1887. In 1891 Joseph and
A. L. Andrews started the Globe Iron Roofing and
Corrugating Company in Newport. They also pur
chased the Newport Rolling Mill (successor to the
Swift Iron and Steel Works) to provide steel sheets
for galvanizing and corrugating. Surviving various
economic crises over the years, the Andrewsbroth
ers were able to expand Newport's steel industry,
tie it into several steel-related businesses they
owned, and thus help to make Newport into a
major steel-manufacturing center. In 1923 the New
port city directory listed companies run by the
Andrews family near the Licking River: the New
port Rolling Mill, the Globe Iron Roofing and
Corrugating Company, the Newport Foundry
Company, the Newport Culvert Company, and the
Andrews Steel Mill, one of “the largest steel mills

substantial localized charcoal-fueled iron indus

Third and Fourth and Johnson and Main Sts. and

in the south." Descendants of the Andrews broth

try. Later, larger-scale coal-smelting "puddling fur
naces” produced iron for bridges and rails. After
1860, the Bessemer air blast furnace process pro
vided steel for widespread structural uses. Rivers
carried coal from Pennsylvania, including “bitu
minous coking coal." During the manufacturing
era, Covington and Newport ranked second and
third to Louisville in production of iron and steel
in the state. Besides large iron and steel mills, some
local foundries specialized in items such as wire
nails and "grey iron castings." Others produced fin
ished items such as wagons, buggies, locomotives,
and steam engines. Impressive large steel plants
in Owensboro, Ashland, and Newport and smaller
casting and forging shops continue to produce iron
and steel products.
The number of market products made from
iron and steel grew rapidly to meet demands for
architectural materials, consumer goods, and rail

was considering a large expansion in order to meet

ers finally sold their interests in 1943, having sur
vived the hard times of the 1930s and, during the
1920s, a violent labor strike involving 1,000 work
ers. After the sale, the Newport Rolling Mill be
came Interlake Steel and continued to operate on
the outskirts of Newport along the Licking River
in Wilder. Later, following an extraordinary effort
that secured public and private funding during the
1970s, the company, now a part of the NS Group,
was reorganized as Newport Steel and remains in
operation today.
The 1851 city map of Covington also showed,
in addition to the Covington Rolling Milland Nail
Factory, a second iron mill in Covington, the Lick
ing Iron Works. In 1850–1851 Phillip S. Bush, a re
tired cashier for the Covington branch of the
Northern Bank of Kentucky, and his son John
S. Bush opened the Licking Rolling Mill between
11th and 12th Sts., along the Licking River. The
Licking Rolling Mill consumed annually 175,000
bushels of coal, 3,000 tons of pig iron, and 1,000
tons of other raw metals in order to produce iron

Canada,” KP, March 15, 2004, 4K.

Sweeney, Michael R. “The O'Shaughnessy and Walsh
Families." Cathedral Chimes, Winter 2005, 1–2.

1998, Thomas More College, Crestview Hills, Ky.

Shaped America. New York: Broadway Books,

Robert Kyle as proprietors, as a three-story brick
structure with factory barns and belching smoke
stacks. Sitting on about 4 acres and employing
around 130 workers, the firm could produce, ac
cording to the ad, about 300 tons of rails per week.
Just five years later, in 1880, the Covington Rail

2004.

Mill was closed and offered for sale.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The

Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Webb, James. Born Fighting: How the Scots-Irish
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road construction. In 1831 John McNickel ac

quired lots in Covington between Madison Ave.
and Scott St. at the Ohio River, where he planned
to build a factory to roll and split iron and manu
facture nails. The 1839–1849 Covington city direc

the demand for stoves. The mill Ball ran in 1856

was called G. W. Ball and Company, as was a plant
he had that manufactured stoves and hollowware.

In 1861 the mill was still called George W. Balland
Company, but the other business was named the
Kentucky Stove Works.
In conjunction with the Covington and Lex
ington Railroad, one of the railroad's developers,
Alexander L. Greer, and some of his partners built
at Third and Philadelphia Sts. the Covington Lo
comotive and Manufacturing Works, a com
plex of factory buildings extending to the Ohio
River. Included were a main foundry building, 100
feet square and 40 feet high; the machine shop,
four stories high, measuring 160 by 45 feet; an as
sembly shop, 80 feet square; a blacksmith shop, 250
by 45 feet; and a boiler shop measuring 200 by 60
feet, plus brass and tin founding shops and a large
yard. The company commenced making railroad
locomotives in 1854, but out-of-state railroads

canceled their orders, possibly because of the fi
nancial panic of 1854 and resulting delays. Never
theless, during 1854 and early 1855, the Covington

bars, iron sheets, other materials, and hardware.

Between 1851 and 1861, city directories listed the

IRON AND STEEL MANUFACTURING

Licking Iron Works and another firm, known as
Thomas Phillips and Son, as being ironworks op
erators. In 1859 a Cincinnati digest reported that
the Licking Rolling Mill was one of 10 rolling mills
for the Cincinnati market, although located out
side of the city. The digest also noted that the Phil
lips and Son mill in Covington employed 275, op
erating all days except Sundays and consuming
annually 500,000 bushels of coal. It produced
3,000 tons of "small round and square and hoop
iron," 2,000 tons of "large round and square, rail

$33 per week. In 1897 Ignatius Droege retired at
age69, a wealthy man. In 1905 a big fire, thought by
some to have been arson, did almost $100,000

In 1843 Charles Bogenshutz arrived in New

damage to the business. Substantial insurance pay
ments helped overcome the losses. In 1906 a fire hit
the Kentucky Iron Roofing and Corrugating Com
pany at 12th and Wheeler Sts., a business partner
ship formed by John Casper Droege and John H.
Mersmann in 1902. In 1906 reorganization placed
the Licking Rolling Mill, the I. Droege and Sons
Foundry, and the I. Droege and Sons Coal Com
pany under one entity, the I. Droege Iron Foundry
and Coal Company, with capital valued at $1 mil
lion. Company production reached 25,000 tons of
bar iron annually, with sales of $500,000 mostly to
industry in the "south and southwest,” and a
monthly payroll of $3,500, for 350 workers "on
average."
In February 1908 another fire caused some
$200,000 in damage, and among the items dam
aged was a much-valued special "steam hammer”
that pounded metal into sheets. Insurance covered
little more than 10 percent of the loss. Droege's
sons had also made heavy California gold invest
ments and engaged in other misadventures, squan
dering capital and goodwill from other stockhold
ers. After litigation, the disgruntled stockholders
achieved a reorganization that temporarily re
lieved the Droeges of control of the company.
However, in June 1908 a federal court in Coving
ton gave it back. The Droeges raised $50,000 and
reincorporated as the Licking Rolling Mill. Seek

Orleans; he moved to Cincinnati in 1856 and soon

ing reemployment at the mill for workers living in

established a hardware store in Covington on Pike
St. between Washington St. and Madison Ave. By
1868 Droege had joined Bogenshutz in a business
partnership called the Kentucky Iron Foundry
and Machine Shop, which produced well-known
brands of heating and cooking stoves popular in
the “south and southwest." In 1869 Droege agreed

Covington, the city voted to give the Licking Roll
ing Mill a five-year municipal tax exemption. In
September 1908 the mill reopened, calling some

road chair iron,” 2,000 tons of “fire bed and sheet
iron," 1,000 tons of "boiler iron, heads,” and 8,000

tons of “iron of all descriptions,” averaging $87.50
perton, with an aggregate value of $700,000. Fur
thermore, the digest article observed, “The sheet
iron made here is annealed on the surface, which

renders it apparently equal to the Russia sheets.”
This plant was located on six and one-half acres.
In the antebellum United States, German im

migrants brought old-world industry to Coving
ton. At age 20, Ignatius Droege left Germany,
where his father owned an iron mill situated on the

Ruhr River. After his arrival in Covington in 1849,
the Bush and Jordan Licking Rolling Mill hired
Droege as a blacksmith. Later in 1861, when a
foundry was established in connection with the
rolling mill, the new partnership of Phillips and
Jordan put Droege in charge. Soon the mill was
fabricating iron chains used by Union military
forces in the Civil War for naval blockades.

to make iron columns for the new Mother of God

Catholic Church building. At his E. 16th St. plant
in Covington, he cast the columns, almost 50 feet
long, in a “horizontal flask form" in sand molds
stiffened with a molasses-based formula. He also

engineered the delivery of the columns and their
erection at the site of the new church. Droege be
came a full partner with Bogenshutz in 1873. Igna
tius Droege and Company, in Covington at 16th
St. near the Licking River, claimed to be able to
make "anything that could be cast in iron."
That same year, a financial panic saw the Lick
ing Rolling Mill go into receivership. In 1877
Droege borrowed money and purchased a half in
terest in the financially troubled mill. Henry Wor

thington purchased the other half, to form the
Worthington and Droege Iron and Steel Manufac
turing Company. After a decade in the stove busi
ness, Droege sold his share back to Bogenshutz.
Years later, after some employee "fraud and mal
feasance" during the brief presidency of Bogen
shutz's son Lawrence, the Charles Bogenshutz
Foundry closed in 1903. Afterward, John Casper
Droege purchased the business for $10,500.
In 1881 and 1882, the iron and steel workers

struck unsuccessfully, trying for a wage increase to

300 workers back to work in the midst of a national

depression. Ominously, three weeks later the water
level in the Licking River dropped so low that pro
duction stopped; workers had to lengthen the wa
ter supply pipes. In 1911, after the Licking Rolling
Mill had declared bankruptcy, a U.S. District
Court appointed trustees to handle the company's
business affairs. In 1912 the court approved the
sale of the property, the machinery, the tools and
appliances, a platform scale in the street, and all
the scrap iron on hand for $25,500.
On March 22, 1873, the Covington Journal
reported that John Mitchell, James Tranter, and as
sociates had purchased the former Covington
hemp-bagging mill property between Philadelphia
St. and Willow Run Creek, extending to the Ohio
River. There they operated one of the biggest roll
ing mills “in the west" as the Ohio Valley Steel and
Iron Works; they had a warehouse on W. Second
St. in Cincinnati. Walter J. Mitchell was president
and Charles Tranter was vice president. In the
1880s about 300 Amalgamated Association of Iron
and Steel Workers walked off the job at the factory.
In 1898 the firm's management complained that
taxes and water rates were too high and city ser
vices too slow. The city had denied a right-of-way
for a railroad connection. Around 1900 the mill

was sold to Republic Iron and Steel, in a trust head
quartered at Vandergrift, Pa., that later was relo
cated to Chicago. Republic Iron and Steel soon laid
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offor relocated severalofits workers in Covington.
According to the company, these relocations were
necessary "because of high costs and inadequate

facilities" in Covington. In 1907, with many of its
Covington employees already relocated to Shef.
field, Ala., Republic Iron and Steel sold its Coving
ton properties and left town.
Walking on Pike St., on Madison Ave., and on

the residential sidewalks of Covington, pedestri
ans still can read emblems on fencing and iron
storefronts that were manufactured by the Cov
ington Iron Works, by Fred J. Meyers, or by the
Stewart Iron Works. Started in 1856 by John
Mieth, the Fred. J. Meyers Wire Works had a store
in Covington on E. 12th St. and a factory on E.
10th St. in 1876. By 1886 the company manufac
tured architectural ironwork, iron storefronts,
stairs, and shutters at 419–423 Madison Ave. in

two brick buildings. One of the buildings had six
stories and measured 47 by 150 feet; the other had
two stories and was 23 by 190 feet. In 1893 a fire
that did $450,000 in damage, called the largest in
Covington's history, gutted the Fred J. Meyers
Company, a nearby church, and some of the neigh
boring businesses. Less than half of the damage,
$210,000, was to the Fred J. Meyers Company, but
the firm chose not to rebuild.

In 1894 the Covington city directory listed the
Covington Architectural Iron Works, John H.
Lutter, proprietor, on the east side of Court St. be
tween Fourth and Fifth Sts. In 1900 Lutter and

George F. Roth were proprietors at the northeast
corner of Ninth and Washington Sts. The 1904–
1905 city directory also listed the company under
"Jail Works." In the decade 1908–1918, Roth was

the proprietor and the firm provided structural
and ornamental iron and steel, sidewalk lights, cel
lar doors, gratings, iron and wire fencing, and
grillwork. This was an important local company
for several decades, but by 1929 it had closed.
Newport still is home to the Buecker Company,
started in 1858 as the Buecker Machinery and Iron
works (see Buecker Iron Works) by German im
migrant Ernst Buecker Sr. The company fabricated
iron fencing for many residences in various cities
nationwide. It is still located at 29 W. Sixth St. The
firm's recent owners, David Buecker and Linda

Velton, are fifth-generation members of the family.
The Buecker Company still attaches its signature
label to a wide variety of custom-made metal con
sumer and commercial orders. This company is
one of Kentucky's Centennial Businesses.
By 1876 another German immigrant, Father
Joseph Goebbels, a local Catholic priest, had
helped organize the American Wire and Screw
Nail Company, “the first of its kind,” and he served
briefly as its president. Using techniques learned in
Germany, the firm made “modern nails." Father
Goebbels's activities occasionally are cited as a
unique story because while heading this business
he was a practicing priest who had his residence at
Covington's St. Augustine Catholic Church.
By 1881J. L. Stephens was the company's president
and treasurer. In 1890 L. H. Gedge was president of
the newly named American Wire Nail Company,
and the firm was manufacturing “standard wire
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I-71, I-75, I-275, I-471

nails” at its factory on the east side of Washington
St. in Covington between 15th and 16th Sts., F. C.
Gedge was first vice president and B. H. Gedge was
secretary. By 1894, however, the firm was no longer
in business.

By 1892 in Covington, the Houston, Stan
wood & Gamble Company was manufacturing
steam engines and boilers, selling engines to power
mills in the South and in the Caribbean, and sell

ing boilers domestically to heat large buildings and
laundries. In 1905 the Kentucky Post reported
that the Houston, Stanwood & Gamble Company
was building for its boilermaking department "the
largest floor space in the city” at a site in Covington
just east of Philadelphia St. In 1910 the company
quickly fired 20 men when they chose to strike for

the Michaels Art and Bronze Company had a local
crew of 157 make the gleaming stainless steel cur
tain walls for the Inland Steel Corporation's sky
scraper in Chicago, giving the company, and the
structural and cosmetic qualities of its work, na
tional exposure to architectural professionals. In
1958 the Michaels Art and Bronze Company bid
to install "wrap-around porcelain" on the then new
Kroger Building in Cincinnati. In 1991 the Mi
chaels Art and Bronze Company was purchased
by the Crescent Designed Metals Company, "a pi

pany, and others still continue to fabricate metal
products.

oneer in architectural metal work," which was

Reis, Jim. “Church Arose from Ashes," KP, August 5,

founded in Kentucky in 1870 but now operates
in Philadelphia as Crescent Designed Metals—

—. “Heritage Shaped along the Licking," KP, No

schutz." NKH8, no. 1 (Fall—Winter 2005): 2–23.

Lietzenmayer, Karl J. “Stewart Iron Works: A Ken
tucky Centenary Company," NKH 5, no. 1
(Autumn—Winter 1997): 1–14.

Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky: Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

2002, 4K.

Michaels Art Bronze.

George H. Klaene immigrated to the United

a two-and-a-half-cent raise. In 1916 the firm's ma

States in 1866 with his widowed mother and his

chinists walked out for a reduction of hours. The

family. He helped organize the Star Foundry in
Covington and was its president in 1890. Klaene
attended St. Joseph Catholic parochial school
and joined the “molders trade.” The firm Klaene
founded began as a "jobbing foundry." It special
ized in stoves and ranges, employed 40 workers,

company soon offered a reduction from 60 to 52
hours. In 1909 Charles Houston, the company's
president, proposed the laying of railroad tracks
along Willow Run Creek. Ten years later, there was
talk of dredging a harbor at the end of Willow Run.
During World War I, the Houston, Stanwood &
Gamble Company received a $200,000 war order

Edmondson, Joyce, Barbara Droege, and James R. De
ters. “Immigrant Industrialists: Droege and Bogen

and sold to markets in Ohio, Indiana, and Ken

tucky. Star Foundry, located at Third, Main, and

for 200 lathes under a subcontract with the Cin

Second Sts. and the C&O Railroad, also manu

cinnati Iron and Steel Company. But electrifica
tion, poor management, and the Ohio River flood
of 1937 led to the Covington company's end. The
Houston, Stanwood & Gamble Company had cast
steam engine blocks, fireboxes, and large flywheels

factured “Steel Ranges, Cast Ranges, Stoves, Gas
Ranges, Oak Heaters, Hot Blast Heaters, Air Tight
Heaters, Franklin Heaters, Cannon Stoves, and

vember 12, 1990, 4K.
White, John H. Cincinnati Locomotive Builders,
1845–1868. 3rd ed. Cincinnati: Cincinnati Mu

seum Center at Union Terminal, 2004.

John Boh
I-71, I-75, I-275, I-471. See Expressways.
ITALIAN AMERICANS. It has been well over

100 years since more than 4.5 million Italians im
migrated to the United States, representing the last
of the mass migrations from Europe. Ultimately,
the Italian immigrants totaled about 10 percent of
the overall U.S. population. That percentage ex
cludes the Italians known as "birds of passage,"
who came to the United States just so that they
could work, send money back home, and then ulti
mately return to Italy. In Northern Kentucky, the
Italians trickled in around the mid-19th century;
the mass migration to the region began around
1887 and continued through 1924. According to
the most common figures, 4.1 percent of New
port's foreign-born residents were of Italian de
scent, and they represented 2 percent of the city's
overall population. These figures may be unreliable
because most of the Italian population resided in
the city of Clifton, which was not annexed by New
port until November 26, 1935. Census data and

Foundry Company, at Third and Philadelphia Sts.
From the early 1900s, the Moeschel Edwards Cor
rugating Company manufactured iron and steel
roofing, sidings and ceilings, eaves troughs, con
ductor pipe, and metal shingles; later it made fire
proof rolling steel doors and industrial overhead

Laundry Stoves." In 1938 William H. Hoppenjans
was president of Star Foundry; in 1956 the compa
ny's president was Robert B. Hoppenjans.
In 1880 Martin and Reynolds operated the
Kenton Iron Foundry and Railing Works in Cov
ington on Main St. between Second and Third Sts.
In 1890 the William H. Martin and James J. Rey
nolds Foundry cast grate bars and stovelinings. In
1890 Harry H. Martin was secretary-treasurer and
general manager; he was a third-generation mem
ber of the Martin family. The company sold iron
castings throughout the Ohio River Valley. In 1890
Martin reorganized the business as the Germania
Supply and Foundry, and in 1914 it was operating
in Covington at Second St. and Western Ave. By
1923 the company had been renamed the Martin
Foundry; it cast grey iron and other related items,

doors, first on W. Ninth St., then at 812 Russell St.

such as steel sewer lids.

whereabouts.

This company closed its Covington plant in the

By 1932 the Klaene family operated another
foundry in Covington at 1530 Russell St. In 1940 it
was the Klaene and Kruckmeyer Foundry, in busi
ness at 14th and Chesapeake Sts. In 1946 fire de
stroyed a main foundry building under construc

By comparison, the immigration to the Cin
cinnati area began earlier in the 1800s with a group

and fashioned boiler tanks.

During the late 1800s and early 1900s, lesser
known companies operating in Covington in
cluded the Excelsior Foundry Facing Mills,located
on Third St. at the Chesapeake and Ohio Rail
road (C&O) tracks; the Dean Waterman Com

pany, at 70 W. Ninth St.; the Insurance Foundry,
south of 15th St. and west of Madison Ave.; Frank
F. Decker, at 125 W. 13th St.; and the Western

1980s, but the firm's name has been listed in other

locations, including Newport. In 1913 C. B. Ed
wards was this company's president; in 1960 Paul
C. Edwards was president and C. B. Edwards was
vice president and secretary.
After his father, Lewis Michaels, had started

the Michaels Art Bronze Company, Frank L. Mi
chaels relocated the company in 1913 from Cincin
nati to Second and Scott Sts. in Covington. In 1954
the company was again relocated, this time to a
facility at Kenton Lands Rd. in Erlanger. In 1958
Frank Michaels was chief executive officer and

Lawrence Michaels was president. The company
did contract work on a University of Louisville
building, a Square-D plant in Lexington, and the
Prudential Insurance building in Chicago, where
it supplied stainless steel column coverings and
framework for an observation tower. In the 1950s

tion at 1320 Russell St. In 1948, at 1545 Russell St.,

what was now known as the Klaene Foundry man
ufactured "grey iron castings," and the Precision
Casting Company at the same address produced
"aluminum alloy metal."
In 1955 a Molders and Foundry Workers Union
strike hit the Martin, the Star, and the Klaene

foundries. The city of Covington purchased the
Martin Foundry's properties for urban renewal in
the mid-1960s. Star Foundry soon ceased opera
tions. In 1975 a $1 million fire “completely de
stroyed the family-owned Klaene Foundry" at 16th
and Russell Sts. in Covington. But the Stewart Iron
Works, probably Covington's best-known com

naturalization records were also flawed in that

many of the immigrants did not follow the federal
guidelines for applying for citizenship and often
mistrusted the government's desire to record their

of Genoese merchants who crossed the Atlantic,

passed through the Gulf of Mexico, and arrived in
New Orleans. They made their way up the Missis
sippi River and settled on the banks of the Ohio
River in downtown Cincinnati. The early success

of these northern Italian immigrants led the way
for more to follow. The Italian population gradu
ally built to more than 4,000 living in the down
town area of Cincinnati as early as 1892. The Ital
ians who settled in the Northern Kentucky region
were, for the most part, from the southern regions
of Abruzzi, Calabria, Campania, Molise, and Sic
ily, Italy. They came to start a new life away from
the devastation brought about in Italy by earth
quakes, poverty, and diseases such as malaria that
ran rampant throughout the country. Most of
these new immigrants, who arrived before 1892,

ITALIAN AMERICANS

were processed through Castle Garden, New York
City, and later through Ellis Island, N.Y., which
opened in 1892.
Many Italians worked their way to the North
ern Kentucky area by way of Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Virginia, and West Virginia. Jobs were plentiful in
the steel mills and the coal mines of these neigh
boring states. Italian immigrants were encouraged
to come to the region by employment brokers from
the United States, who would visit their home

towns in Italy and recruit them. This was done es
pecially for tailors and stonemasons. In those
cases, some came directly to Northern Kentucky
and settled. Those who owned and operated their

While many Italian neighborhoods around the
nation had groupings called Little Italy, Northern
Kentucky had Spaghetti Knob, which was actually
the city of Clifton, incorporated on February 15,
1888. Although the Germans and the Irish already
occupied this city, a small community of Italians
began building homes in the area during the early
1900s. It was just the right place for the Italians to
plant vegetable gardens, grow grapes to make wine,
and raise goats, pigs, and chickens for the dinner
table.
At the heart of this Italian Roman Catholic

of Newport and Covington, where they lived in a
house or an apartment above their store or busi
ness. Others, who were interested in farming or

community was the annual celebration of the Feast
of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
whose feast day is celebrated on August 15. The
Italians were accustomed to honoring their patron
saints with traditional feasts, street parades, and
festivals, customs brought with them from Italy.

who wanted a more residential area, settled in

With their devotion to the Blessed Mother and

Cote Brilliante. The Italian settlement strong

their flair for pageantry, they began a tradition of
celebrating the Feast of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary by carrying the statue of the
Blessed Mother through the streets of Clifton. The
feast was first celebrated on August 14 and 15,
1926, and chaired by Eugene "Gene" Giancola. A

own businesses seemed to settle in the urban areas

hold, however, was Clifton, later known as South

Newport.

Family also influenced the migration to the
Northern Kentucky area. Some Italians came to
buy property of their own. Once established, they
would sponsor other family members or neighbors
to come. It was also a common practice for Italian
parents to prearrange their children's marriages,
often as early as at birth; children were promised to
wed when they became of age. For these reasons,
many of the Italians who settled in the areas of
Cote Brilliante, Covington, Newport, and Clifton,
which was known as Spaghetti Knob, were related
or at least acquainted with one another. Examples
of Italian immigrant families coming from the
same small towns are the Arcaro (see Eddie Ar
caro), Armenti, Farro, Forde, Forte, Giancola, and

Vacca families, from the town of Castelpetroso;
the Greco, Pellillo, and lalungo families, from the
town of Bagnoli del Trigno; and the Ciafardini and
Porfirio families, from the town of Trivento. All

three of these towns are in the province of Cam
pobasso (now Isernia), in the region of Molise, It
aly. It is easy to see how the Italians decided to settle

festival followed at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic

Church, and by the following year, first-generation
Italian American girls, dressed in authentic Italian
costumes, served as waitresses for the Italian din
ner served in the school. The celebration continued

through the following decades, gradually ending
in the 1960s.

Giancola was one of the most prominent and
respected Italian Americans. The son of Arch
angelo and Rufina Armenti Giancola, he was born
on a ship that arrived in the United States in 1893.
Gene Giancola held leadership roles in every facet
of life in Clifton. He was the founder and editor of

the Hill Top Herald, a community newspaper he
created during World War II to keep the com
munity and area servicemen informed of what was
happening at home and abroad. He married Ro
sina “Rosie" Porfirio in 1916, and they resided at
the corner of Ash and Main Sts.

in a concentrated area such as Clifton, a barren,

Rev. Herman J. Wetzels, pastor of St. Vincent

undeveloped area situated on a hill, resembling
many of the families' hometowns in Italy.
One of the earliest immigrants to settle in
Campbell Co. was Charles Graziani, who was born
in 1806 in the town of Oneglia, in northwest Italy
near Genoa, immigrated around 1845, and died Au
gust 6, 1866, in a steamboat accident aboard the
General Lytle. He was an accomplished artist, the
son of the count of Oneglia. He married Emma San
ham, settled in Cold Spring, and the couple raised
nine children. His youngest child, Benjamin Gra
ziani, was born in Cold Spring and became an in
fluential criminal attorney, state representative, and
leader of Covington's Italian community.

de Paul Church, organized a group of cadets in
Clifton on August 17, 1920. The cadets, who were
preparing to become Knights of St. John, were en
gaged in various charitable works throughout the
community. They also formed a band, marched in
area parades, and performed concerts for the gen
eral public. The Knights of St. John is an interna
tional, multiethnic organization that included
many local Italians. It held its meetings at St. Ste
phen Catholic Church, at Ninth and Washington
Sts. in Newport (see Holy Spirit Catholic
Church). Some of the local Italians active in the

organization were Joseph Coley; Carl, Eugene,
Frank, Julius, and Paschal Giancola; Joseph and
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Anthony Larvo;Joseph Ledonne, Anthony Paolucci,
and Ralph Zappa.
Along with the Italian families who immi
grated came the introduction of Italian cuisine to
the general public. Family-owned Italian restau
rants opened up throughout the region, each with
its own specialty. Forde's Restaurant, owned and
operated by Michael and Bernadette Testa Forde,
was famous for ravioli. Luigi's Restaurant, known
for its pizza, was owned and operated by Tony and
Helen Zechella. In fact, Tony's father, Louis “Luigi"
Zechella, is said to be the person who first intro
duced pizza into the Northern Kentucky region.
Sam Santini operated Santini's Bar and Restau
rant, which later became known as Grandview

Gardens in South Newport. For more than 50
years, John Michael "Colonel" and Johanna Co
letta"Jay" Pompilio operated Pompilio's Restau
rant, a casual dininglandmarkin Newportknown
for its authentic Italian spaghetti dinners. Of these
restaurants, only Pompilio's remains open today;
it is currently a family-run enterprise headed
by Frank C. and Peter F. Mazzei. Farther east, in
Maysville, is Caproni's Restaurant, currently owned
and operated by Jerry Lundegan. It opened in
1945 and still retains the name of its founding
family.
In Italian culture, life is worth celebrating, and
the early immigrants availed themselves of every
opportunity to celebrate. In addition to church
and family events, Columbus Day was observed as
early as 1892 in Cincinnati and Northern Ken
tucky by all nationalities. Full-scale replicas of the
ships the Nina, the Pinta, and the Santa Maria
passed by on the Ohio River. The festivities in
cluded elaborate parades with decorated floats and
wagons. Local militia and military troops from the
Fort Thomas Military Reservation also partic
ipated. In later years, Columbus Day in Northern
Kentucky was usually celebrated with a banquet.
Today the holiday is organized and celebrated by
the Cincinnati Chapter of the Order of the Sons of
Italy. Italian Day at the Coney Island Amusement
Park on Cincinnati's East Side was first established

in 1952 and held every year at the Coney Island
Pavilion until the park closed in 1971. The New
port Italianfest, a four-day celebration of family,
friends, and entertainment, currently maintains
the region's Italian heritage. The festival completed
its 15th year in 2006.
Casebolt, Pamela Ciafardini, and Philip G. Ciafar
dini. Italians of Newport and Northern Ken
tucky. Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia, 2007.

"Company of Cadets Formed in Clifton," KTS, Au
gust 17, 1920, 19.
Reis, Jim. Pieces of the Past. Vol. 2. Covington, Ky.
Kentucky Post, 1991.

Pamela Ciafardini Casebolt

the Republican Party nominated him for governor
of Kentucky, but he declined in favor of fellow
Campbell Co. attorney Richard Tarvin Baker.
Jackson also refused the Republican nomination
to run for a seat in the U.S. Congress from Ken
tucky's sixth district.

JACKSON, CECIL (b. October 5, 1929, Owen

Co., Ky). Cecil Elmore Jackson Sr. of Dry Ridge in
Grant Co., the son of Alvie and DollyWebster Jack
son, worked for the Cincinnati Zoo for more than

50 years, mostly asananimal trainer. He had noidea
in 1951, when he went to the zoo to visit his brother,

that his careerhadjust begun. From first driving the
zoo's passenger train, he gravitated to training
horses and ponies and then to training chimpan
zees and elephants. Jackson found that he was anat.
ural animal trainer. He has taught chimps to ride
bicycles and elephants to stand on two feet. The ele
phants My Thai and Ganesh were two of his proté
gés. He was also presentatthebirth of many of these
animals. Jackson often brought trainedzoo animals
to parades in the region, to former Cincinnati Reds
Baseball Team owner Marge Schott's home, and oc
casionally even to local marriage ceremonies. Two
strokes have partiality disabled Jackson, but his son
Cecil Jackson Jr. (b. 1961) has been trained to replace
his father, and the animals at the Cincinnati Zoo

Symphony Orchestra, the Kentucky Symphony
Orchestra, the Pete Wagner Big Band, and other
local orchestras and music groups.
In the late 1990s, Nancy hosted an afternoon
show of popular standards, offering informative
commentary, on Cincinnati's WSAI radio. In 2005

lucrative career in the railroad business and had

turned his attention to journalism. As publisher
and managing editor, Jackson built the San Fran
cisco Daily Evening Post into one of California's
leading Republican newspapers. He later became
publisher of the Wasp, a prominent political satire
magazine. In addition to his journalistic pursuits,
Jackson was proprietor of the Napa Soda Springs, a
popular northern California resort. He finally an
swered the call of public service when President
Benjamin Harrison appointed him assistant secre
tary ofthe treasury. At the time of his death in 1900,
Jackson was serving as collector for the Port of
San Francisco under President William McKinley
(1897–1901). Jackson's burial location is unknown.
The Bay of San Francisco: The Metropolis of the
Pacific Coast and Its Suburban Cities, a History.
Vol. 2. Chicago. Lewis, 1892.
"Jackson," San Francisco Chronicle, September 26,

land, Ohio; d. September 25, 1900, San Francisco,
Calif). One-time Newport resident John Putnam
Jackson was a Republican Party leader in Kentucky
and later an influential journalist in California.
Jackson came to Cincinnati as a teenager. After
graduating from Cincinnati's Central High School,
he studied law in the office of Judge Bellamy Storer,
where he began a lifelong friendship with future
president Benjamin Harrison (1889–1893). Jack
son was admitted to the bar and formed a law part
nership with George Hoadly, who later became
governor of Ohio. For more than a decade, Jackson
lived in Newport with his wife, the former Anna
Hooper, with whom he raised nine children. He
pioneered teamsports in the Ohio River Valleyasa
member of the Kentucky Town Ball Club (see
Townball). During the Civil War, Jackson sup
ported the Union as a lieutenant colonel in the
23rd Kentucky Infantry Regiment and later served
under generals Ulysses S. Grant and Henry Hal
leck. Jackson's eloquent speeches on behalf of
Abraham Lincoln and Ulysses S. Grant during the
1864 and 1868 presidential elections brought him
to the forefront of Kentucky Republicans. In 1868

live talk show Northern Kentucky Magazine on
ICN6, Insight cable television.
Nancy is married to Bill Phelan and lives in
Western Hills in Cincinnati. She has lived in

Cincinnati since her early days attending CCM in
1971. The Phelans have a daughter, Amy, and a son,
Billy.
Knippenberg, Jim. "Star Enjoyed Helping Others
Build Careers," CE, January 16, 2001, A4.
Nancy James.net. "Nancy James." www.nancyjames
net (accessed May 3, 2007).

Wood, Mary. “Nancy Giving Up Romance." CP (TV
Plus Magazine), April 17, 1976, 2.
John Schlipp
JAMES, OLDIE M. (b. October 16, 1908, Kut.

JAMES, NANCYPOLMAN (b. August 3, 1953,
South Bend, Ind.).Singerand television hostNancy
James is the oldest daughter of Louis and Becky
Polman's four children. Nancy is a professionally
trained vocalist, specializing in the popular stan
dards. She attended the College Conservatory of
Music (CCM) at the University of Cincinnati in
1971–1973, where she concentrated on musical

and James became an editorial writerand assistant

theater. Nancy sang professionally at nightclubs,
and during that time her agent suggested that she
choose a stage name; she selected James, which was
her father's middle name. At age 21 she was invited
to become a regular cast member and singer in

managing editor for the Cincinnati Enquirer. He
was promoted to chief editorial writer in 1944.
While working for the Enquirer, he lived in Ken
tucky, first in Fort Thomas and laterformany years
at 1885 Dixie Highway, in Lookout Heights (now
Fort Wright). The latter home had a swamplike
backyard filled with frogs, causing Jamestorefer to

Greg Perkins

with the Elephants," KP, January 8, 1992,2KK.
Whitehead, Shelly. "Halfa Century of Zoo Memories:

JACKSON, JOHN P. (b. March 7, 1833, Cleve

she returned to television as the host of the local

tawa, Ky.; d. January 26, 1972, Cincinnati, Ohio).
Ollie Murray James, a newspaper columnist and
humorist, was born in the small Western Kentucky
town of Kuttawa, in Lyon Co. In 1959 Kuttawa had
to be moved to higher ground when Barkley Lake
was created. Ollie was a nephew of U.S. vice presi
dent Alben W. Barkley, for whom the lake and dam
are named. The James family moved to Louisville
when Ollie was four years old. He was educated in
Louisville public schools and at the University of
Kentucky in Lexington. After graduating, James
took a job aspolitical writerand Washington, D.C.,
correspondent for the Louisville Herald Post. In
the mid-1930s, the newspaper filed forbankruptcy,

1900, 10. Funeral notice.

West, Richard Samuel. The San Francisco Wasp: An
Illustrated History. Easthampton, Mass: Period
yssey Press, 2004.

2000, 1C.

shows, pageants, benefits, travel tours, and award
shows, as well as moderating discussions and de
bates. She has been a vocalist with the Cincinnati

"Pachyderm to Lead Party to the Altar"KP August 9,

The Elephant Man Remembers," KP, April 18,

cials, narrated industrial films, and hosted trade

Jackson's reluctance to seek elected office

"Radical State Convention," CI, February 29, 1868,2.

1985,5K.

games. She has performed regionally for commer

stemmed in part from his busy legal practice. He
went to Europe in 1867 to negotiate bonds for the
California Pacific Railroad. He became president of
that railroad and moved to San Francisco to super
vise its construction. By 1875 lackson had left his

currently remain under his good handling.

Roberts, Alice Kennelly."Zoo Trainer Marks 40 Years

James occasionally leads singingofthe national
anthem for the Cincinnati Reds baseball home

Cincinnation the live television show Bob Braun's

50-50 Club. There, through 1983, she learned the
broadcast business, gaining confidence as an on
airpersonality by interviewing guests and present
ing commercials. In 1981 she received a regional
Emmy award for On-Air Performer of the Year.
Over the years, James sang with full orchestras
and jazz trios at the once famous Sutmiller's sup
per club in Dayton, Ohio, and at Maggie's Opera
House and the Playboy Club, both in Cincinnati.
She often participated in Bob Braun Show.reunions
at local venues with other Braun cast members

such as Rob Reider, Colleen Sharp, and Mary El
len Tanner, singing favorites from the legendary,
locally produced AVCO television programs.

his home affectionately as Bullfrog Holler. The
house was easily recognized for the many anten
nae attached to it—he was a ham radio operator as
well as a writer.

Ollie James married Elizabeth Hazelrigg, and
they had no children. He remained with the En
quirer for 35 years and, along with other duties,
wrote a daily column called Innocent Bystander.
His humorous articles made him a local celebrity,
and his sayings were widely quoted by an ador
ing public. He also became a popular after-dinner
speaker at social functions. In 1969 Ohio governor
James Rhodes presented to James the Governor's

JANUARY AND WOOD

Award, the state's highest honor given for out
standing public service. Owing to ill health, Ollie

Board of Regents's highest honor, the Regents Pro
fessorship, in 1994.

retired from the newspaper business in July 1971.
He died at age 63, in Holmes Hospital, Cincinnati.
Funeral services were held at the Allison and Rose

Funeral Home in Covington, and he was cremated.

“Battery Hooper Days," KP, August 16, 2006, A2.
Cotton, Megan. "Dedication Set for War Museum—
Honors Banker Named for Prof." KP, August 19,
2005, 2K.

“Fort Wright Dig," KP. May 8, 2006, A4.
“Everyone Called Him Ollie." CE, January 27, 1972,20.
"Name, Ollie M. James." CE, October 9, 1988, suppl.,44.
"Ollie M. James, 63, Columnist," KE, January 27, 1972,

JAMES TAYLOR MANSION. In about 1814

cessed March 23, 2006).

Jack Wessling
JAMES A. RAMAGE CIVIL WAR MU

SEUM. The James A. Ramage Civil War Museum
is located in Fort Wright, at the site of Civil War
Battery Hooper. The museum opened on June 30,
2005, and a formal dedication was held on August

Gen. James Taylor Jr. built his mansion, which
still stands at 335 E. Third St. in Newport. The
building site was a portion of a 1,500-acre parcel
that his father, Col. James Taylor Sr., had purchased
from a friend, George Muse.
James Taylor Jr. came to Northern Kentucky in
spring 1793 to live and to develop his father's land
that became Newport; James Taylor Sr. gave his son
500 acres and retained ownership of the remaining

visitors about the defense of Northern Kentucky
and Cincinnati during the Civil War, especially
how the community came together to defend the
area during the 1862 Confederate invasion, the re
gion's greatest military crisis. Exhibit topics in
clude the history of Fort Wright and the career of

the mansion later was built. He set aside 180 acres

for his personal estate and began the sale of build
ing lots. In about 1817–1819 he replaced his small
log cabin with a large masonry house. That build
ing was destroyed in an 1842 fire set by a disgrun
tled slave. An 1817 letter reveals that the nationally
renowned architect Benjamin Henry Latrobe was
working with the Taylor family on house plans; fur

The museum is housed in the former home of

ther, Latrobe's son, John H. B. Latrobe, asserted in

Sheldon and Fern Storer. The couple donated gen
erously to Northern Kentucky University (NKU)
in Highland Heights, and when Fern died on May
28, 2002, their home and property were left to the

an 1876 biographical essay that he believed his fa
ther designed the Taylor estate in Newport called
Bellevue (meaning "beautiful view"). In the mid
1840s, following the 1842 fire, the mansion was re
built, perhaps using the original foundation, as well

NKU Foundation. At that time, Dr. James A.

Ramage, history professor at NKU; Larry Klein,
city administrator of the City of Fort Wright; Jean
nine Kreinbrink, adjunct archaeology professor at
NKU; the Storers' neighbor Kathy Romero, and
others formed a committee to save the battery. The
NKU Foundation sold the land to the City of Fort
Wright in 2003, with the understanding that the
battery would be preserved and a park created for
students, researchers, and the general public to
conduct historical and archaeological research.
Ramage received an NKU University
Community Partnership Grant to work with the
City of Fort Wright to involve students and the
community in research. Fort Wright mayor Gene
Weaver and the City Council named the museum
in honor of Ramage's work in the project. Ramage,
a native of Paducah, earned a PhD in history from
the University of Kentucky in Lexington and be
gan his career at NKU on January 2, 1972. He re
ceived the Kentucky Governor's Volunteer Activist
Award in 1978 for his work in developing a parks
and recreation program for the City of Highland
Heights. Ramage has published numerous articles

One spectacular funeral that occurred there was
for Madam Lena, a Newport palmist. Her body
was conveyed from the funeral home to the ceme
tery in a vintage white carriage, pulled by a team of
white horses (see Gypsies). In 2003 David Gerner,
an attorney-at-law, purchased the Taylor Mansion
for law offices. He and his wife Maureen have faith

fully restored the mansion to its original elegance,
and today it is a signature property in Newport's
East Row Historic District.

Fazio, Michael W. and Patrick A. Snadon. The Do

mestic Architecture of Benjamin Henry Latrobe.

small log cabins, including one on the site where

Fern Storer, who was food editor for the Cincin

Vonderhaar-Stetter Funeral Home in the mansion.

1,000 acres. James Jr. and his slaves built several

20, 2005. The mission of the museum is to inform

nati Post from 1951 to 1976.

Upon the death of Gen. James Taylor Jr., the
house passed to his son Col. James Taylor III,
then to his grandson John B. Taylor, and finally to
John's widow, Betty Washington Taylor. After she
died, the estate was unable to pay the real estate
taxes, so the property was sold at public auction in
1919. Ben Vonderhaar and George Stetter were

the highest bidders, and they began operating the
Andrea Watkins

24K.

Univ. of Kentucky School of Journalism and Telecom
munications. "Ollie M. James." www.uky.edu (ac
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as some of the former home's materials. Greek Re

vival in style, the 1840s Bellevue featured an en
trance front of three bays facing north (toward the
Ohio River), a one-story portico with Ionic col
umns, and quoins on the corners of the house.
An unusual feature of the estate was a servant
tunnel that led from the mansion's basement
northward to the Ohio River. Some have said that

it was later used as part of the Underground Rail
road. The Ohio River flood of 1937 destroyed
much of the tunnel, and the owners demolished

the remainder. When the city of Bellevue later de
veloped adjacent to the mansion, it took its name
from the mansion.

The house originally had an unobstructed view
of the estate grounds, all the way to the Ohio River.
However, over the years, the Taylor family sold off
much of their land, and factories and homes were
built between the mansion and the river. Because of
the diminished view, the front and back of the

Baltimore, Md. Johns Hopkins Univ. Press, 2006.
Reis, Jim. “Four Buildings Preserve a Portion of His
tory That Will Stir Fond Recollections for Many
Residents,” KP, November 9, 1992, 4K.

Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs. Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890," PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

JAMES TAYLOR NARRATIVE. James Tay
lor Jr., Hubbard Taylor, Robert Taylor, Richard
Taylor, and Gen. Thomas S. Jesup each played a
part in the writing of this historic narrative con
sisting of 69 typewritten pages. The first James
Taylor came to America from Carlisle, England, in
1682 and settled in King George Co., Va. The Tay
lor authors, descendants of the original James, tell
of their experiences in America. For example,
General Jessup provides details about financial as
sistance given to the U.S. Army by James Taylor Jr.
during the War of 1812. In addition to details
about the lives of Taylor family members, the au
thors give important genealogical facts about them,
tracing their heritage back to its English roots. The
document also contains valuable information about

U.S. presidents James Madison (1809–1817) and
Zachary Taylor (1849–1850).
“The James Taylor Narrative,” 1840, Kenton Co. Pub
lic Library, Covington, Ky., Campbell Co. Histori
cal and Genealogical Society, Alexandria, Ky.

JANUARY AND WOOD. The January and
Wood Company's cotton mill in Maysville was
one of the oldest businesses in Northern Kentucky
when it closed sometime after 2006. Cotton grown
in the Deep South was shipped to Maysville by
steamboat from markets in New Orleans and in

Wesley Hunt: Pioneer Merchant, Manufacturer,
and Financier (1974), Rebel Raider: The Life of
General John Hunt Morgan (1986), and Gray
Ghost. The Life of Col. John Singleton Mosby (1999).
At NKU, Ramage won the Outstanding Professor of

building were reversed in the 1890s, making the
house face Third St. At that time the north portico
and both the east and west wings were removed,
and the materials were probably used to build a new
addition to the north side. A two-story Palladian
portico was added to the new front, along with an
entry door that featured crystal beveled glass and a
window above, displaying the Taylor coat of arms.
In the front hall a cantilevered spiral staircase was

the Year Award in 1988 and was awarded the NKU

constructed.

Thomas Mannen, Christian Shultz, and William

and book reviews in addition to three books: John

Memphis, Tenn. William Shotwell built the cotton
mill in Maysville in 1834, and shortly afterward
William Goslin bought it. Richard Henry Lee ac
quired the mill in 1844 and built a four-story
building in town on Second St. Lee (a son of Gen.
Henry Lee) was a surveyor from Virginia who
made his home in Washington, Ky. On February 4,
1848, Lee sold the mill to Andrew M. January,
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Stillwell. Henry Cutter purchased Stillwell's share
of the mill on January 12, 1849. During 1851 An
drew January and Benjamin W. Wood bought out
the other investors and the company assumed
the name of January and Wood. Charles Bromley
was hired by the January and Wood Company to
serve as superintendent and was succeeded even
tually by his son Frank Bromley. The January and
Wood partnership existed until Andrew January
died in 1877. Then January's daughter, Harriet
F. January Cochran, and her sister Sarah's son, A.
January Grundy, purchased the interests of other
January heirs. The surviving founding partner of
the company, Benjamin W. Wood, became presi
dent after January's death. In August 1896 B. W.
Wood sold his half interest in the mill to Harriet

Cochran and her five sons. This acquisition
brought the cotton mill under complete ownership
by January's descendants. Robert Cochran Jr. man
aged the mill until his retirement in 1926.
Little information is available about the man

agement of the mill between 1926 and 1965.
Sometime after 1926, the management shifted
from the Cochran family to the Adair family. A
Mr. Adair served as company president sometime
before 1965. His son William C. Adair, a January
descendant, succeeded him in 1965 and served in

this capacity until his death in 2001. William C.
Adair Jr. assumed leadership of the company after
his father died. The 1998 Kentucky Directory of
Manufacturers listed W. C. Adair as president,
but by 2002 Belinda Breslin had become president.
The Kentucky secretary of state's online business
database listed an annual report for the company

dustrial Directory for various years provides in
formation on the products of the January and
Wood Company. In 1949 it was producing cotton
twine, cotton cordage for home weaving, and cro
cheting yarns. In 1951–1952, the company was
making cotton carpet warp, cotton and rayon knit
ting and crocheting yarns, cotton twine, and small
cordage including seine twine and cable cords. By
1955 the company appeared to be focusing on car
pet yarn, cordage, and twine. Charles Thompson
in his 2003 book Going on 200 reported that the
company only spun and twisted the cotton and
had not proceeded to the next stage of weaving or
knitting. In the late 1980s, cotton and rayon yarns
were manufactured by the January and Wood
Company. During 2003 the company was spin
ning yarns and making twines. The yarns were
both pure cotton and a mixture of cotton and poly
ester. Their products included various types ofty
ing twines and carpet warp that were sold to
wholesale distributors. Another family-owned
company, the Edgemont Yarn Service, sold Janu
ary and Wood Company products.
The census of manufacturing for 1870 indi
cated that the January and Wood cotton millem
ployed 31 males over 16 years and 25 females over
15 years as well as 70 children and youth. The firm
paid $30,000 in annual wages in 1870. During
1922 the company had 150 employees. For 1929 it
employed 95 men and 89 women. During 1933,
375 people worked for the company. The Ken
tucky Industrial Directory provides the follow
ing employment figures for the second half of the
20th century: 1955–1956, 307, 1957–1958, 350,

JAYCEES. The U.S. Junior Chamber of Commerce

(Jaycees), established in 1920, has been represented
in Northern Kentucky by many chapters, which
have a long history of developing young leaders.
The chapters were founded to give young peoplebe
tween the ages of 18 and 40 the tools to build the
bridges of successfor themselves in the areas ofbusi

ness development, management skills, individual
training, community service, and internationalcon
nections. Although the Jaycees originally admitted
only young men, the organization later expanded
to include women, reflecting the growing influence
and leadership of women in the nation.
In existence today in Northern Kentucky are
the Boone Co. Jaycees, founded in 1957, the Camp
bell Co. Jaycees, founded in 1934; and the
Covington–Kenton Co. Jaycees, founded in 1940.
Other places in Northern Kentucky that have or
have had Jaycees chapters include Bellevue, Car
rollton, Fort Thomas, Grant Co.,

Ludlow,

Maysville, and Taylor Mill.
Clark, John W.A Legacy of Leadership: The U.S. Ju
nior Chamber of Commerce Celebrates 75 Years.
Commerce, Okla.: U.S. Junior Chamber of Com
merce, 1995.

Covington–Kenton County Jaycees. “Chapter History
of the Covington–Kenton County Jaycees." www.

ckcjaycees.org (accessed August 31, 2006).
"Jaycees Opening to Women; Other Groups Aren't.”
KP, August 4, 1984,5K.
“Junior Chamber Gets Its Charter," KP, March 16,
1940, 3.

NetworkSolutions. ‘About Jaycees." www.kyjaycees.
org (accessed August 31, 2006).
The United States Junior Chamber Jaycees. “USJC
History." www.usjaycees.org (accessed August 31,

as late as June 2006, which showed Brenda A.

1959–1960, 260; 1964, 323; 1969, 250 men and 17

Breslin as president, vice president, secretary, and

women; 1987, 104 men and 50 women; 1989, 135;

director.

1992, 100; 1994, 100; 1996, 70; 1998, 60; and 2002,

The cotton mill experienced a number of im
provements and losses over time. The mill's first
structure was completed in 1834, and a four-story
structure was added on Second St. in 1844. During
the 1870s, new equipment, including some ac
quired from England, was installed. The Septem
ber 6, 1884, issue of Maysville's Daily Common
wealth reported that a fire had destroyed one ofthe
January and Wood Company's cotton mill struc
tures, resulting in a $1,000 uninsured loss. Another
fire in May 1915 destroyed the cotton sheds and
another building. In early 1916, a three-story addi
tion was added to the mill complex. Two years later
in 1918, the dye house was demolished and a brick
structure erected in its place. Other changes dur
ing 1918 included improvements to the olderstruc

45. The January and Wood Company ceased op

tures and the installation of electric motors within

Perrin, William Henry, J. H. Battle, and G. C. Kniffin.

the mill complex. By 1935, a new addition ex
panded the facilities. The July 1940 edition of the
Kentucky Post reported that the company had a

Kentucky: A History of the State. Louisville, Ky:

Southern migrants and jazz artists passed
through Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky via

F. A. Battey, 1888.

the Ohio River and the railroads in the 1920s.

new warehouse.

The mill produced the Maysville brand of cord
age and carpet warp, and it was sold wholesale, with
most of the product going to markets in Cincin
nati, St. Louis, and Chicago. The Centennial
Souvenir Book for Maysville reported that the
cotton mill was producing carpet warp, twine,
rope, clothesline, batting, and mop yarn wick as
well as staging and trout line. The Kentucky In

erations in 2004.

2006).
Donna M. Bloemer

JAZZ. Jazz is an original American musical art
form that began at the start of the 20th century in

Bodley, Temple. History of Kentucky: The Blue
Grass State. Vol. 4. Chicago: S. J. Clarke, 1928.
Comer, Mrs. P. W., ed. As We Look Back: Maysville,
1883–1933. Centennial Souvenir Book. Maysville,
Ky: Daily Independent, 1933.
Connelley, William Elsey, and E. M. Coulter. History
of Kentucky. 5 vols. Chicago: American Historical
Society, 1922.
Harris Kentucky Manufacturers Directory. Twins
burg, Ohio. Harris Infosource, 1987–2006.
Johnson, E. Polk, A History of Kentucky and Ken
tuckians. Chicago; Lewis, 1912.

Kentucky Industrial Directory. Frankfort, Ky: Ken
tucky Department of Economic Development,

the southern United States near New Orleans and

moved into Northern Kentucky about 20 years
later. It is rooted in an amalgamation of African folk
music and European musical technique and theory.
Jazz utilizes blue notes, syncopation, swing, call and
response, strong emotional expression, and impro
visation. Ragtime and blues, asantecedents of;azz,
developed unique styles distinctive to the tri-state
region. Many scholars imply that jazz could only
have developed in the United States, with its rich
cultural melting pot. According to legendary jazz
singer Tony Bennett, "Jazzis America's greatest con
tribution to the world—it is our classical music.”

1949–1961.

Seiller, Edward F. Kentucky Natural Resources, In
dustrial Statistics, Industrial Directory Descrip
tions by Counties. Kentucky Bureau of Agricul
ture, Labor, and Statistics, Bulletin 34. Frankfort,

Ky: State Journal, 1929.
The Spirit of a Greater Maysville and Mason
County. Maysville, Ky: Daily Independent, 1935.
Thompson, Charles. Going on 200: Century-Old
Businesses in Kentucky. Prospect, Ky., Harmony
House, 2003.

Phonograph recordings, radio broadcasts, mov

ies, dance halls, nightclubs, speakeasies, and jazz
bands all developed as part of the post-World
War I popular culture known as the jazzage. From
the 1920s through the 1940s, jazz bands (later
known as big bands) were regular attractions in
the region at nightspots such as Newport's Co
lumbia St. clubs, the Lookout House in Lookout

Heights (now Fort Wright), and Cincinnati's Cot
Charles D. Hockensmith

ton Club.

JEFFERSON COMMUNITY AND TECHNICAL COLLEGE, CARROLLTON CAMPUS

Artie Mathews, a ragtime pianist and com
poser, founded the Cosmopolitan School of Music
in 1921 in Cincinnati. The first black-owned and

operated conservatory in the United States, it in
spired regional jazz talent. Mathews's “Pastime
Rags" featured rhythmic patterns and methods
unique to ragtime, which later influenced jazz
piano styles. His most famous composition was
"Weary Blues"; it became a major hit of the Tommy
Dorsey Orchestra in the 1940s. Famous jazz pia
nist Jelly Roll Morton made many stops in Cincin

born in Covington, formed a jazz dance orchestra
in the 1920s that played at locations all around the
tri-state region, including the Horseshoe Gardens
in Bellevue. Huber's orchestra also played for WLW
radio remote broadcasts from local venues.

1920s the Vocalstyle Piano Roll Company of Cin
cinnati issued rolls of Morton's performances.
Cincinnati's WLW radio broadcasts of jazz
and big band were popular and, with the station's
500,000-watt reach in the 1930s, drew major musi
cians to the region, musicians such as renowned
pianist Thomas "Fats" Waller, who performed on

George Russell, born in Cincinnati's Walnut
Hills, was an important figure of the jazz scene. He
published the scholarly book Lydian Chromatic
Concept of Tonal Organization for Improvisa
tion, considered by many as the definitive theory
for jazz musicians. It elaborated on techniques per
formed by jazzlegends such as Miles Davis. Russell
built the jazz program at the New England Con
servatory of Music in Boston. He grew up in Wal
nut Hills next to Cincinnati-born arranger and
saxophonist Jimmy Mundy, who worked for
Count Basie, Benny Goodman, and Artie Shaw.
Russell has acknowledged that the diverse jazz tal
ent of the region influenced him to become a

WLW from 1932 to 1934. His WLW shows included

composer.

Fats Waller's Rhythm Club and Moon River, a
highly popular late-night poetry program for
which he played the organ. Waller performed in
person at venues such as the Horseshoe Gardens
in Bellevue. According to Covington-born jazz
legend Nelson Burton, Waller also played honky
tonk-style piano in Covington's nightclubs late
into the morning after his WLW broadcasts. The
Mills Brothers and the Ink Spots, both groups na
tive to the larger region, were also part of WLW
radio's roster of local jazz talent in the 1930s. The
Mills Brothers played at the Horsehoe Gardens, in
particular.

Nelson Burton played in many jazz bands in the
region. He was a house musician for Cincinnati's

nati with the Fate Marable riverboat band. In the

Cotton Club in the 1940s and 1950s and studio mu

and Nobble Sissle visited and performed at Cov
ington clubs during the early jazzyears.
While national headliners stopped by, there
were many local performing artists. Three of the
most notable names residing in Cincinnati were

sician at Cincinnati's legendary King Records. He
told his story in Nelson Burton: My Life in Jazz, a
memoir of his jazz experiences. Although King
Records recorded many country musicandrhythm
and blues artists, it also preserved the works of many
jazz performers of the 1950s. Burton worked at King
backing famous artists such as Wynonie Harris,
Lonnie Johnson, and Maybelle Smith.
Covington-born trumpeter Christopher Wal
lace Perkins was nicknamed "Granddaddy of the
Cotton Club" by Burton. From the mid-1930s on,
Perkins backed internationally famous entertain
ers such as Josephine Baker, Nat King Cole, and
Tony Bennett. After the local Cotton Club closed,
he performed with the Frank Payne Quartet.
Among the later recognized jazz artists, Rose
mary Clooney, born in Maysville, has become the
most widely known from Northern Kentucky. Al
though jazz singing was notherinitial claim to fame,
it became associated with Clooney during her ca
reer renaissance beginning in the late 1970s, and she

jazz pianist Charles Alexander, who later toured

provided a lasting legacy on a series of jazz-inspired

with Louis Armstrong; tenor saxophonist Edgar
“Spider” Courance; and Bill Coleman, born in
Paris, Ky., who moved to Cincinnati in 1911 and
played jazz trumpet with other local stars, such as
Edgar Hayes, Clarence Paige, and Zack Whyte.
Coleman also made recordings with Fats Waller

recordings by Concord Records. Clooney's sultry
alto sound had been showcased more than 20 years
earlier on her Columbia long-play album Blue Rose
(1956), a collaboration with Duke Ellington's Or
chestra (and Billy Strayhorn's arrangements). It is
considered by many music critics to be one of the
finest examples of classic jazz singing ever recorded.
Newport's WNOP-AM radio station not only
played jazz; it was known as the "Jazz Ark," because
it broadcasted from a floating barge on the Ohio

Local venues such as Cincinnati's Cotton Club,

at the Sterling Hotel at Sixth and Mound Sts. in
that city's west end, hosted nationally famous jazz
musicians on tour, such as Bix Beiderbecke, Duke

Ellington, and Fletcher Henderson. Nelson Burton
also remembers that the bands of Erskine Hawkins

on numerous occasions. Coleman noted that the

prominent black musical culture was originally
tied to the needs of social dances at the area clubs.

Not until the birth of the big band era in the 1930s
did the traditional Cincinnati region as a whole
embrace jazz.
Andy Kirk, born in Newport, moved to Den
ver, Colo, during his youth. Later, in Kansas City,
Mo., he became nationally known in the period of
the 1920s through the 1940s with the popular
Clouds of Joy big band. That band featured the Kan
sas City Swing style, which utilized southern blues
rich with riffs, rhythmic drive, and improvisation.
Territorial bands were popular during the
1920s through 1945. For example, Justin Huber,
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ley Field in Cincinnati. In the 1970s the festival
was renamed the Kool Jazz Festival and moved to
Riverfront Stadium, across the Ohio River from

Covington and Newport. Since the late 1980s, the
festival has had many name changes and sponsors,
has featured more rhythm and blues and hip-hop
music, and is currently presented at the Paul Brown
Stadium along the Ohio River.
During the 1990s and after, only a few clubs
specializing in jazz remained in the region, includ
ing downtown Cincinnati's Blue Wisp (founded
and operated by Covington native Marjean Wisby)
and Chez Nora and Dee Felice, both in Coving
ton's Main Strasse. Covington residents Mary
Ellen Tanner and John Von Ohlen perform at
jazz clubs in the region. Patsy Meyer, a graduate of
Holmes High School and a smooth jazz vocalist
and percussionist, has been nominated for three
national Emmy awards. Meyer has also recorded
jazz albums.
While jazz music is no longer mainstream, FM
radio station WMKV in Cincinnati continues to

play jazz and big band as its primary musical for
mat. Northern Kentucky University in High
land Heights includes a scholarly degree concen
tration in jazz studies and presents community
programs such as jazz and R&B combo perfor
mances on a regular basis. NKU also offers a sum
mer jazz camp for children and youth specializing
in jazz combo techniques and improvisation.
Burton, Nelson. Nelson Burton: My Life in Jazz.
Cincinnati; Clifton Hills Press, 2000.

Floyd, Samuel A., Jr., ed. International Dictionary of
Black Composers. Chicago. Fitzroy Dearborn,
1999.

Gelfand, Janelle. “Cotton Club Led City Jazz Spots,"
CE, February 26, 2006,5D.
– “A Faded Jazz Scene," CE, February 26, 2006,
1D.

Hasse, John Edward, ed. Jazz: The First Century.
New York: HarperCollins, 2000.
Hitchcock, H. Wiley, and Stanley Sadie, eds. The New
Grove Dictionary of American Music. New York:
Macmillan, 1986.

Kenney, William Howland. Jazz on the River. Chi
cago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 2005.
Kernfeld, Barry, ed. The New Grove Dictionary of
Jazz. New York; Macmillan, 2002.

Sadie, Stanley, ed. The New Grove Dictionary of
Music and Musicians. New York; Macmillan, 2001.

Southern, Eileen, ed. Biographical Dictionary of
Afro-American and African Musicians. West
port, Conn.; Greenwood Press, 1982.
Yanow, Scott. Jazz: A Regional Exploration. West

port, Conn.; Greenwood Press, 2005.
John Schlipp

River. Oscar Treadwell (real name, Art Pedersen),

was a WNOP radio personality between 1965 and
1973. Locally known as the “Godfather of Jazz"
because of his vast knowledge of jazz music and
artists, he continued to educate generations of
tri-state-area radio listeners, playing jazz on other
Cincinnati public radio stations such as WGUC
FM and WVXU-FM.

The nationally recognized Ohio Valley Jazz
Festival was launched in the early 1960s at the
Carthage Fairgrounds and later was held at Cros

JEFFERSON COMMUNITY AND TECHNI
CAL COLLEGE, CARROLLTON CAMPUS.

In 1990 Jefferson Community College in Louisville
opened a branch campus in a shopping center in
Carrollton (JCTC, Carrollton). Later, withhelp from
an $800,000 grant from the Carrollton College
Education Foundation, a three-story building was
purchased in Carrollton at Fourth and Main Sts.
For some time professionals and civic leaders in
Carroll Co. had recognized that an advanced educa
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tion facility emphasizing practical vocational skills
and general education was vital to continue to at
tract business and industry to the region and to pro
vide good jobs and retain young people in the work
force. It was with the support of these leaders that
the campus was developed.
Jefferson Community College, which became
Jefferson Community and Technical College in
2005 following consolidation with Jefferson Tech
nical College, had campuses in downtown Louis
ville and in southwestern jefferson Co. before it

expanded to Carrollton.The college openeda fourth
campus in Shelby Co. in 2002 and now has a Jef.
ferson Technical Campus, also located in down
town Louisville.

The JCTC, Carrollton, campus initially offered
two-year associate degrees, diploma and certificate
programs such as practical nursing, industrial en
gineering, and business administration, and gen

500 local area civic and business leaders. In April
2006 the Kentucky General Assembly appropri
ated $12 million for a new community and techni
cal college campus at Carrollton. While the loca
tion remains undecided, serious discussions have

been held among the college's administrators, Car
roll Co. officials, and Camp KYSOC, the camp

for disabled children run by the Kentucky Easter
Seals Society and Cardinal Hill Healthcare and
Rehabilitation Services. This camp on 124 acres
adjacent to General Butler State Resort Park,
advantageously located on U.S. 227 between I-71
and U.S. 42, is currently the leading choice as the
site for the school's new campus. Overall, the Jef.
ferson Community and Technical College's total
student enrollment, for its five campuses, dual
credit, and online programs reached a record high
of 14,240 in 2006.
Diane Perrine Coon

eral education courses that transferred into four

survived the turmoil, and the membership of the
Jehovah's Witnesses continues to grow. The organi
zation's monthly magazine, The Watchtower, has a
circulation of almost 14 million. The church is pros
pering in Latin America, Africa, and eastern Eu
rope. Over the years, it has held several national and
international conferences near the Northern Ken

tucky region, in both Cincinnati and Louisville.
“Frederick W. Franz, a Religious Leader, Dies in Of
fice at 99." NYT, December 24, 1992, B6.

Kreimer, Peggy. "Church Leader's Roots in N. KY."
KP, December 25, 1992, 1K.

JENKINS, JOSEPH CARTER“J. C.” (b. 1818,

Orange Co., Va.; d. Boone Co., Ky., 1889). Joseph
Carter Jenkins, a noted farmer, was the son of Wil

liam and Nancy Carter Jenkins. The Jenkins fam
ily was descended from Welsh royalty; the Carters
were of English descent and among the first immi

grants to the colony of Virginia. In 1833 Joseph

year baccalaureate programs. The student body

JEHOVAH'S

started out small in numbers and built to about

TIONAL BIBLE SOCIETY). Today there are
eight Jehovah's Witnesses churches (Kingdom
Halls) in Northern Kentucky; in Butler (Pendleton

William Berkshire.

Co.), Florence, Owenton, Williamstown, Fort Mitch

grower of champion livestock. Along with William

ell, Taylor Mill, Fort Thomas, and Maysville. Be
cause members of the group believe that the end of
the world is near, they are referred to theologically as
"end timers." They are also known for their door-to
door evangelism. The religion comes from the
teachings of the Millerites of the 1840s. William
Miller taught that on October 22, 1844, Christ

Snyder, owner of the Petersburg Distillery in
Petersburg, he raised hogs for nearly 30 years. Left
over mash from the distillery became feed for the
hogs. Jenkins later became widely known as a
breeder of Jersey cattle, Cotswold sheep, and Ches
ter hogs. At one time he owned 1,200 acres south
and west of Petersburg. In 1860 he built a spectacu
lar residence on the hilltop overlooking Petersburg.
Known as Prospect Farm, the J. C. Jenkins house is
Boone Co.'s only representative of the Italian Villa
architectural style and has been described as “an
artful composition of Italianate, Gothic, Greek Re
vival and Moorish elements.” Prospect Farm was
listed on the National Register of Historic Places in

250–300 students within a couple of years. In 2001
new programs were offered in electrical, mainte
nance, and industrial chemical technology, all pro
grams helpful to the nearby local chemical and
plastics corporations.
Through the years, the campus expanded its
course offeringsandwidened its geographical range.
Througha reciprocity agreement, JCTC, Carrollton,
serves Dearborn, Franklin, Jefferson, Ohio, Ripley,
and Switzerland counties in Indiana as well as Gall

atin, Henry, Owen, and Trimble counties in Ken
tucky. Continuing adult education eventually be
came a majorofferingand now surpasses the regular
college programs of JCTC, Carrollton. In 2005 the
college enrolled more than 600 students in general
education and technical studies; adult education
served 800 students.

The teaching staff is highly qualified. Instruc
tors in most areas must hold at least a MA degree.
Instructors in certain technical concentrations,

moreover, have many years of hands-on experi
ence. JCTC, Carrollton, works closely with area
business and industry to ensure that programs be
ing offered meet the businesses training needs. The
college has agreements with four-year colleges and
universities throughout Kentucky for seamless
transfer of credits. Also JCTC, Carrollton, has em

phasized dual-credit courses, which allow high
school students to earn both high school and col
lege credit simultaneously. Working with Carroll
Co. High School's administration, JCTC, Car
rollton, developed a system whereby high school
students with a 3.0 grade point average or above and
with a recommendation from officials of the high
school, can elect to take certain college courses.
The enormous growth in students attending

the JCTC at Carrollton has led to parking and
space problems. Classrooms on the first floor had
to be subdivided. Campus director Susan Carlisle
also said that there was no space for a campus
bookstore or student life activities. That growth
prompted the college in 2006 to ask the Kentucky
legislature for funding for a new, much-expanded
campus. This effort drew support from more than
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would return to the earth. In Cincinnati, for in

stance, in preparation for Christ's arrival, Miller's
followers sold or gave away their property and went
up to the higher elevations of Mount Auburn and
Clifton to meet the Lord. Twenty years later, Charles
Taze Russell, the first president of the Jehovah's Wit
nesses, who is generally considered the founder of
the International Bible Society, revised the date.
Russell later proclaimed 1914 as the year ushering in
Armageddon and the beginnings of Christ's "thou
sand year rule on earth." He believed that the "end
time" had begun in 1799 and that Christ had re
turned to the earth in 1874. After 1914 passed and
Russell died in 1916, he was replaced by Joseph
“Judge" Rutherford. Rutherford revised Russell's
date to 1918, and although World War I was brutal,
it was not what he predicted, and the date was recast
again to 1955. The Watch Tower group built a house
in San Diego, called Beth Sarim (House of Princes)
to shelter the coming "princes on earth”—King
David, Samson, and Joseph. Rutherford was the fa
ther of the publishing arm of the organization, and
under him the name Jehovah's Witnesses was ac

cepted in 1931. The third president was Nathan H.
Knorr, who assumed office in 1942 and oversaw the

completion of The New World Translation of the
Bible. In 1977 Northern Kentucky native Freder
ick W. Franz became president. Franz's 1966 book
Life Everlasting in the Freedom of the Sons of
God prompted many members to sell their homes
and property in anticipation of the 1975 event he
predicted. Amid the subsequent disillusionment, an
intense "purging of apostates" inside the organiza
tion's Brooklyn's headquarters transpired. Franz

moved with his family to Boone Co. Ky., and in
1841 he married Elizabeth Berkshire, daughter of
J. C. Jenkins was renowned as a farmer and

1989.

In addition to farming, Jenkins was one of the
owners of the Petersburg Distillery, acquiring half
interest in the concern in 1861. Together with mi
nority partners William Appleton and James Gaff,
Jenkins operated the distillery through the Civil
War before selling his part in the business to
Freiburg& Workum in 1869. Jenkins died in Boone
Co. in 1889 and was buried in the family lot at the
Petersburg Cemetery.
Becher, Matthew E. "The Distillery at Petersburg,
Kentucky, Part2: A Kentucky Giant.” NKH 10, no. 1
(Winter 2003): 35–47.
Boone Co. Historic Preservation Review Board. His

toric Structures of Boone County, Kentucky.
Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Historic Preservation
Review Board, 2002.
Perrin, W. H., J. H. Battle, and G. C. Kniffin. “Boone

County.” In Kentucky: A History of the State. 7th
ed. Louisville, Ky., F. A. Battey, 1887.
Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons
to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.
Matthew E. Becher

JESSUP, MYRTLESTICKRATH(b. February6,
1896, Ludlow, Ky; d. April 29, 1990, Xenia, Ohio).

JEWS

The daughter of David C. and Emma Stickrath of
Ludlow, poet Myrtle Isabella Stickrath was born in
Ludlow and lived there just a few years before she
and her family moved to Dayton, Ohio. Her father
was a bartender. Myrtle worked in a bookbindery
and in factories around Dayton until 1941 or so,
when she married Richard C. Jessup. Although she
continued to work full-time, even the day after her
wedding, Myrtle still found time to write poems.
She enjoyed reciting her compositions at various
local clubs and organizations. In 1981 she published
Gems of Truth, a short book of her poems that tells
the story of a woman who loved life, regardless of
what it brought—laughter, tears, family problems,
or joys. Myrtle Jessup died at age 94 in 1990 in a
Greene Co., Ohio, nursing home and was buried in
the Memorial Park Cemetery in Dayton, Ohio. Her
husband preceded her in death. She was one of nu
merous minor poets who were born or raised in
Northern Kentucky at the turn of the 20th century.
Dayton, Ohio, City Directories, 1900–1990.
“Jessup, Myrtle," Dayton (Ohio) Daily News, May 2,
1990, D2.

Jessup, Myrtle Strickrath. Gems of Truth. Smith
town, N.Y.: Exposition Press, 1981.
Ohio Death Certificate No. 036094, for the year 1990.

son, and Gen. Winfield Scott. The War Depart
ment closed for the day to allow its staff to attend
the funeral. On April 1, 1862, Jesup's remains were
removed to the Oak Hill Cemetery in the George
town section of the nation's capital. Military histo
rians have called Maj. Gen. Thomas Sidney Jesup
the most colorful and remarkable character ever to

hold the position of quartermaster general.
Brigadier General Thomas S. Jesup. www.qmfound
.com/BG Thomas Jesup.htm (accessed January 8,
2008).

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol.2. Cov
ington, Ky. Collins, 1882.

ERAL (b. December 16, 1788, Berkeley Co., Va.
(today W.Va.); d. June 10, 1860, Washington, D.C.).
Thomas Jesup (also spelled Jessup), of Scotch-Irish

descent, was the son of a distinguished Revolu
tionary War officer. His family settled on a farm
in Mason Co., Ky., near Washington in the early
years of the 1800s. As a youth, Jesup was a vora
cious reader, always trying to better himself. He

worked hard as a clerk in a Maysvillestore for a few
years, exhibiting talents in an area in which he later
excelled. In May 1808 he entered the U.S. Army as
a 2nd lieutenant. By 1818 he was the quartermaster
general, with the rank of brigadier general. His
military career spanned from the War of 1812 al
most to the Civil War. He fought the British in the

JEWELL, SUE HAMILTON (b. April 6, 1878,
Uniontown, Ky.; d. July 1964, Silver Spring, Md.).
Author Susan Steele Hamilton was the fourth of 12

children born to James C. and Ella Hamilton. Edu

cated at Potter College, a finishing school for young
ladies in Bowling Green, Ky., Jewell recalled her life
in the “horse and buggy days of the gay nineties" in a
book entitled The Sun Shines Bright. This book
“contains family history, biography, autobiography,
traditions, mixed metaphors, and just happenings."
On April 28, 1897, Sue Steele Hamilton mar
at her golden wedding anniversary, she posed for a
photo in herbridalgown, and the photo was repro
duced in her book.) After their marriage, the cou
ple lived in Vincennes, Ind., and then near Cov
ington, before settling in Troy, Ohio, in 1900. Sue
Jewell became a member of Eastern Star and the

tucky: 18 at Maysville in Mason Co. and 2 at Au
gustain Bracken Co. Like most Jews in America at
the time, these were almost certainly individuals
of central European background, and they proba
bly had come to the river towns of Maysville and
Augusta to engage in trade.
In Owen Co. the name of the small town of

Gratz on the Kentucky River is connected with the
Gratz family of Philadelphia, one of the most
prominent Jewish kin groups of colonial America.
This family was represented in Kentucky by Benja
min Gratz, who came to Lexington in 1819, the
first Jew to settle there. Bernard Postal and Lionel

Koppman's A Jewish Tourist's Guide to the U.S.
(1954) asserts that the town of Gratz was estab

lishedasa mercantileshippingpoint by the Gratzes
of Philadelphia themselves. More likely, however,
is the contention that when the town of Gratz was

Troy Music Club, which she organized in about
1917.

She traveled extensively in England, Scotland,
and other parts of Europe and in Canada, Mexico,
and the Philippines. Travel letters that she wrote
based on her experiences were published in news
papers of the Midwest. A prolific collector, she
amassed collections of art objects, china, silver,
and dolls. Her doll collection was built particularly
from her world travels and included dolls from 23
countries. The collection was described in an arti

War of 1812 and the Seminole Indians under Chief

Osceola in Florida, and he was in charge of sup
plies during the Mexican War. He was wounded
twice in his military career: at the battle of Niagara
during the War of 1812, and during the Seminole
War. He was a friend of Henry Clay and was well
respected and popular in Washington, D.C. Jesup
served as quartermaster general for 42 years and is
recognized as the father of the modern Quarter
master Corps. Within the corps, he instituted an

Felix Moses (1827–1886) settled in Florence, Boone

Co., in the 1850s and became a well-known per
sonality there. During the Civil War he served in
the Confederate Army, first with General Buck
ner's Guards and then, after a period of captivity in
a Union prison, with Morgan's Raiders (see John
Hunt Morgan). When Morgan's Raiders briefly
held the city of Frankfort, Moses was the man who
hoisted the Confederate flag over the capitol build
ing. The story of “Old Mose," as he was called, is
told in great detail in John Uri Lloyd's book Fe
lix Moses, the Beloved Jew of Stringtown on the
Pike (1930). When the first systematic census of
Jews in the United States was conducted in the late
1870s, 20 Jews were identified in Northern Ken

ried Edward Walter Jewell of Louisville. (In 1947,
JESUP, THOMAS SIDNEY, MAJOR GEN
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cle in the 1950 edition of the American Journal of
Antiques. After a brief illness, Sue Jewell died in
1964 at age 86 at Holy Cross Hospital in Silver
Spring, Md., and was buried at the Riverside Cem
etery, Troy, Ohio.
Jewell, Sue Hamilton. The Sun Shines Bright. New
York: Pageant Press, 1952.
“Susan Jewell,” Troy (Ohio) Daily News, July 13,
1964, 12.

laid out in 1847 by the heirs of John Brown, Ken
tucky's first U.S. senator, it was named for his
grandson Benjamin GratzBrown (1826–1885), who
had been named in honor of his mother's uncle

through marriage, Benjamin Gratz of Lexington,
in whose house he was born. It seems that the town

of Gratz never had Jewish residents.

The years just before and after 1900 witnessed a
massive migration of east European Jews to Amer
ica, as they fled persecution and economic hard

ship in places such as Poland and Russia. The Jew
ish population of the United States rose from about
250,000 in 1880 to more than 4 million by the
1920s. It was during this period that Jews first ar
rived in substantial numbers in Northern Ken

tucky, many coming by way of Cincinnati, which
had been an important center of Jewish life since
early in the 19th century. The Jews who came to
Northern Kentucky settled mainly in Newport
and Covington and created organized Jewish com
munities with synagogues in those two cities.
The United Hebrew Congregation of Newport

improved system of property accountability and
experimented with new forms of transportation—

Kathryn Witt

canal boats in the East, camel caravans in the des

JEWS. There has not been a strong Jewish pres
ence in most of the heavily rural counties of North
ern Kentucky, since Jews in America have always

established a synagogue in 1897, which moved

resided primarily in urban centers. The cities of
Covington and Newport, however, did become

groups were established in Newport, but none of

home to small Jewish enclaves with organized Jew

gregation remained the central institution of New
port Jewry. Because the culture of most east Euro

ert Southwest, and railroads. He developed the
first set of quartermaster regulations, procedures,

and forms, while instilling professionalism and
ethical standards within the corps. In 1860, while
still on active duty at age 71 in Washington, D.C.,
he became paralyzed on June 8, died on June 10,
and was buried at the Congressional Cemetery on
June 13, Attending his Episcopalian funeral were
President James Buchanan (1857–1861), John J.
Crittenden, John White Stevenson, Cave John

ish institutions around the beginning of the 20th
century.

As early as the middle of the 19th century, a few
Jews made their homes in Northern Kentucky. For
example, a German-born Jewish peddler named

into a former church building at 117 E. Fifth St. in
1905. In later years one or more alternative prayer
these survived for long; the United Hebrew Con

pean Jews was heavily influenced by traditional
religious norms, the United Hebrew Congregation
was Orthodox, even if not all its members adhered

to Orthodox practices such as strictly observing
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the Jewish dietary laws and refraining from work
on the Sabbath.

In Covington the Temple of Israel was founded
in 1906. Also Orthodox, this congregation built a
synagogue on Seventh St. near Greenup in 1915
and remained in that facility until 1937, when the
federal government took over the land where the
synagogue stood for the construction of a new post
office and courthouse. In 1939 the Temple of Israel
congregation moved into its second building, a
newly constructed synagogue at 1040Scott St.
The Jews of Covington and Newport, like
most Jews of east European background in early
20th-century America, possessed a strong ethnic
and cultural identity. Thus their cohesiveness as a
community was based on much more than syna
gogue affiliation. They tended to live near one an
other, and they supported communal institutions
besides congregations. In Newport the Jewish
community had organized a Free Hebrew School
with 129 supporting members as early as 1907. The
school, whose classes met initially in a building on
Patterson St., offered educational programs for
both children and adults, including English lan
guage classes in the evening for Jewish immigrants,
most of whom spoke Yiddish. By 1907 Newport's
Jews also were supporting a branch of the socialist
Zionist society Poale Zion. Many east European
Jewish immigrants brought with them to America
a certain sympathy for socialism and a strong com
mitment to the goal of establishing a Jewish home
land in Palestine.

Another institution supported by Newport's
Jews during the same period was the Jewish Pro
tective League, created in 1906 with Isaac Hauer,
owner of a tailor shop, as its president. Boasting
some 200 members, the League was formed to de
mand better police protection from “hoodlums"
preying on Newport's Jews. In 1906 at least two
individuals were convicted of attacks motivated by
anti-Semitism, although several members of the
Jewish Protective League petitioned to have one of
them pardoned after he wrote a letter of apology
for his actions.

The Jewish Protective League seems to have
been disbanded after some success in securing ad
ditional attention from the Newport city govern
ment, but Newport's Jewish community remained
well organized. During the second decade of the
20th century, Newport Jews were supporting a
charitable society called the Hebrew Emergency
Association, incorporated in 1913; a mutual bene
fit society called Hebrew Mutual Aid, and the He
brew Young Men's Association (or Young Men's
Hebrew Association), a club that had its own rooms
at Fifth and York Sts., at least for a time. An active

Zionist society was still maintained in town as
well, and during World War I the Jews of New
port organized an effort to raise money for Jewish
victims of the hostilities in Europe. The Jewish
population of Newport was reported to be 600 in
1927, that of Covington, 500.

such as tailoring or shoemaking, with only a few
holding factory jobs or involved in professions. Of
the 12 men who were officers of the Temple of Is
rael or members of that congregation's executive
committee in 1915, for example, 5 owned clothing
stores, 1 was a dry-goods merchant, and I had a
shoe store. Also among the 12 were a furniture
store owner, a restaurateur, a junk dealer, and a
"collector" who later owned a store selling second
hand goods. The only professional in the group
was the insurance agent Maurice Chase. Similarly,
city directories reveal the occupations practiced in
the late 1920s by 47 of the 61 men whose names
appear on a memorial tablet from the United He
brew Congregation's synagogue in Newport. Of
these 47 men, about 60 percent were in business for
themselves, and nearly all the rest were skilled
tradesmen. Stores owned by Newport Jews in the
late 1920s included Morris Cohn's Newport Furni
ture Company, the Spector Furniture House, Jacob
Jurin's Monmouth Jewelry Company, and the
Rosen Auto Supply Company (all on Monmouth
St.); others were the K and K Drug Company on
Washington Ave., the Rodner Cap Company on
York St., and at least six groceries.
The 1920s seem to have been the peak period
for Northern Kentucky Jewry, for by the 1930s
there were signs of a population decline. The vio
lence that accompanied a steelworkers strike in the
1920s in Newport's West End, where most of
the city's Jews lived, may have frightened some of
them; and the great flood of 1937, which ravaged
low-lying communities all along the Ohio River
may also have motivated some Jews to leave. By the
1930s it was evident that few new Jewish families

were moving into the area and that a fair number
of Newport and Covington Jews were relocating to
Cincinnati to find a wider range of Jewish social,
cultural, and religious activities for themselves and
greater educational opportunities for their chil

its synagogue building was sold to the Church of
God in 1973. The United Hebrew Congregation
closed down permanently around 1966, and its
building was sold to the Apostolic Temple of New
port in 1969.

The last president of the United Hebrew Con
gregation was the Newport-born attorney Morris
Weintraub (1909–1996), who was perhaps the
most prominent individual to emerge from the
Northern Kentucky Jewish community. Not only
was Weintraub active in Jewish affairs, first in Ken

tucky and later in Cincinnati, but he was also an
important Democratic political figure represent
ing Campbell Co. He served in the Kentucky Sen
ate from 1940 to 1942 and in the Kentucky House
of Representatives from 1946 to 1958, rising to the
position of Speaker of the House during the ad
ministration of Governor A. B. “Happy” Chandler
in the mid-1950s. Another famous Jewish son of

the region was Ben Lucien Burman (1895–1984),
author of 22 novels and many articles. Burman was
born to Russian Jewish immigrant parents in Cov
ington and lived on E. Eighth St., not far from the
synagogue, before leaving town and moving even
tually to New York City.
Although organized Jewish life in Newport
and Covington had lasted for only six or seven de
cades, a small number of Jews continued to reside

in Northern Kentucky. For a few years in the late
1960s and early 1970s, a group of Jewish profes
sionals transplanted to the area tried to reestablish
the Temple of Israel congregation and even investi
gated rehabilitating its building. In the mid-1980s,
yet another small group attempted to organize
communal activities under the auspices of an or
ganization calling itself the Jewish Community of
Northern Kentucky. Both of these efforts were
short-lived, however, and since the final years of
the 20th century, Northern Kentucky Jews seeking
religious and cultural connections have looked to

dren. Automobile ownership made it possible even

Cincinnati. Nevertheless, those Jewish families

for those Jews who kept their businesses in North
ern Kentucky to make their homes in the suburbs
of Cincinnati. In 1937 the Jewish population of
Newport was down to 475 and that of Covington
down to 350. Elsewhere in Campbell Co., there
were 15 Jews living in Bellevue, 15 in Dayton, 20 in
South Newport, and 25 in Fort Thomas. A few Jews
were scattered in other Northern Kentucky towns

whose roots were in Newport and Covington con

in 1937, as well: 12 in Falmouth, 13 in Owenton,

and 28 in Maysville, for example.
World War II was a difficult time for Northern

tinued to maintain a connection with each other

and with their past, even holding a reunion in Cin
cinnati as recently as 1994.
Lapides, Leslie. “Judaism Then and Now," KP, March
19, 1983, IK.

Lassetter, Leslie A. “Covington's Schule, the Temple of

Israel,” 1976, Kenton Co. Public Library, Coving
ton, Ky.

Lloyd, John Uri. Felix Moses, the Beloved Jew of
Stringtown on the Pike. Cincinnati: Caxton Press,
1930.

Kentucky's Jews; they experienced the trauma of
the period both as Americans engaged in the
war effort and as Jews following events in Nazi
dominated Europe. After the war the population
decline evident in the 1930s continued as North

ern Kentucky Jewish families children who had
gone off to military service or to college generally
chose not to return to their hometowns. Because

Jews left Newport and Covington and no signifi

Postal, Bernard, and Lionel Koppman, A Jewish

Tourist's Guide to the U.S. Philadelphia, Pa.; Jew
ish Publication Society of America, 1954.
Reis, James. “Remnant of Jewish Community Re
mains,” KP, August 17, 1987,4K.
Weissbach, Lee Shai. The Synagogues of Kentucky:
Architecture and History. Lexington: Univ. Press
of Kentucky, 1995.
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cant number of new Jewish families moved into

Like the heads of Jewish households in smaller

the area, the Jewish community's congregations

JOHN A. ROEBLING BRIDGE. On June 27,

cities and towns all over the country, those in
Newport and Covington made their living pri
marily in mercantile activities or in skilled trades

went into decline and its other institutions were

1983, the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
(KYTC) designated this historic bridge the John A.
Roebling Bridge. Over the years, the span over the

disbanded. The Temple of Israel in Covington
ceased functioning completely around 1960, and

JOHN A. ROEBLING BRIDGE

John A. Roebling Bridge, Covington approach, ca. 1920.

Ohio River connecting Cincinnati to Covington
had been known by several names—most com
monly "the Suspension Bridge"—before it was
named for the engineer who designed and built it.
John Roebling himself called it "the Ohio Bridge."
but formany years it was referred to simply as "the
Covington and Cincinnati Bridge."
Discussion of a bridge at Cincinnati over the
Ohio River had occurred at least as early as 1815,
and the Kentucky legislature granted a charter to
build one in 1829. There was apparently little fol.
low-up at this point. Impetus for a bridge was re
newed in 1839 when a group from Lexington met
to discuss improved commercialties between Lex
ington and Cincinnati. Additional meetings in Cov
ington and Cincinnati were held, and eventually
the decision was made to push for the completion
of the Covington and Lexington Turnpike as the
top priority.

A new charter for a bridge at Covington was
issued by the Kentucky legislature in 1846. How
ever, heeding opposition from steamboat interests,
ferryboat operators, and others, the Ohio legisla
ture took until 1849 to issue a similar charter, and

several imposing restrictions were added by the
Ohio lawmakers. The bridge must not be built in
line with any existing Cincinnati street (Coving
ton's north-south streets had been laid out to align
with those in Cincinnati), and the bridge must be
at least 1,400 feetlong, with a midspan clearance of
112 feet. An amendment in 1856 shortened the

length requirement to 1,000 feet but increased the
required clearance to 122 feet. It was anticipated
that a bridge might enable escaping slaves to cross
the river more readily, so provisions were included
in both charters addressing that concern.
Little progress was made by the Covington and
Cincinnati Bridge Company, which held the two
state building charters, until a new president and
board of directors took office in 1856. Among the
directors was Covington resident Amos Shinkle,
who reportedly energized the company. In August

1856 John Roebling, an experienced bridge de
signer and builder from Pennsylvania, washiredas
chief engineer for the bridge project. Both Roe
bling and Charles Ellet had submitted proposals
during the mid-1840s to build a bridge across the
Ohio River at Covington. Ellet later built the sus
pension bridge that opened at Wheeling, WVa., in
1849 to carry the National Rd. across the Ohio
River. Roebling was chosen to build the bridge
connecting Cincinnatiand Covington.
Construction on the bridge Roebling designed
began in September 1856 with excavation for the
towers. However, the national economic panic of
1857 made it difficult to obtain funds, and work

stopped in late 1858, with the tower on the Ohio
side at 45 feet in height and the tower on the Ken
tucky side at 75 feet.
Work on the bridge did not resume until the
middle of the Civil War. The September 1862
Confederate Army's thrust into Kentucky and the
ensuing threat to Cincinnati had helped to rein
force the need for the bridge. A pontoon bridge
using coal barges had been hastily assembled just
upstream of the unfinished bridge towers to move
Union forces and supplies to the prepared fortifi
cations in the hills above Covington and Newport.
Confederate cavalry patrols probed the area, but
the main body of the associated troops remained
in Central Kentucky.
With political support now on both sides of the
river, the legislatures of Ohio and Kentucky were
persuaded to reduce the bridgeheight requirement
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Bridge in New York City and had turned over di
rect supervision of the work here to his son. The
younger Roebling utilized his father's perfected
method of spinning the cables in place, and the
procedure, begun in November 1865, was com
pleted in June 1866. Installation of the suspend
ers, the floor beams, the trusses, and the diagonal
stays then followed at a relatively rapid pace.
The new bridge was opened for pedestrians on
Saturday, December 1, 1866, and according to re
ports 166,000 people crossed the bridge that week
end. Although the bridge was not totally completed,
the company decided to open the span to vehicular
trafficon New Year's Day 1867. Freezing conditions
that had prevented the local ferries from operating
on a regular schedule prompted the decision. A
procession of carriages, led by the company's offi
cers and the bridge engineers, formalized the open
ing. After crossing from Covington, the procession
was met on the Cincinnatiside by a contingentrep
resenting Ohio, and afterward the entire group
crossed back to Kentucky At least 45,000 persons
were reported to have crossed the bridge that day.
The bridge the Roeblings had completed in
1867 featured the world's longest span, at 1,057 feet
between the midpoints of the towers. The stone
towers each rested on timber grillage, 75 feet by
110 feet, made up of various native woods. The
towers, made of sandstone from the Buena Vista

Quarries upriver in Ohio and limestone from
quarries in Ohio and Indiana, each weighed more
than 30,000 tons. The original anchor houses on
each shore covered 11-ton anchor plates connected
to the cables by chains of eyebars.
The original cables were made of wrought iron
(imported from England because the material was
unavailable in the United States during the war).
Each cable contained 5,180 wires laid side by side
(not twisted); the cables were constructed on-site

by a device perfected by Roebling that strung the
wires as it traveled back and forth between the

John Roebling then returned to Covington, and
construction of the towers resumed in May 1863.
Work was also started on the anchorages that same

anchors. The cable wires were 9-gauge, wrapped
tightly with 10-gauge wire, and the diameter of the
two original cables was 12 1/3 inches. The cables
rested in iron saddleson topofeach tower. Roebling
constructed brick turrets to protect the saddles and
topped them with decorative Greek crosses.
The original floor system and iron trusseshung
from suspender cables attached to the main cables.
The original flooring was wood. Seventy-six diago
nal stay cables radiated from the tops of the towers
to help stabilize the suspended spans. These diago
nal stays were an innovation by Roebling that
added stiffness to his structures. They foreshad
owed today's modern cable-stayed bridges, such as
the William H. Harsha Bridge at Maysville.
The floor of Roeblingsbridge was 20 feet wide
with 7-foot walkways on either side, for a total
width of 34 feet. Narrower walkways went through
the 75-foot-high arches, although pedestrians could

year.

also walk around the towers. The total cost of the

The towers were completed in 1865. Col. Wash
ington Roebling had been discharged from the
Union Army and was named as assistant chiefen
gineer for the bridge project. John Roebling was at
this time involved in planning for the Brooklyn

bridge was approximately $1.8 million, well above
early estimatesowing to inflation fueled by the Civil
War. Roebling regretted that the Ohio charter for
bade building the bridge in line with the existing
streets. He noted that without this prohibition an

to a minimum of 100 feet above the low-water mark.
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avenue could have been built that would have been

feet. As a result, pedestrians crossing the bridge

grander than any such boulevard on either side of

now had to walk around the towers.

the Atlantic Ocean.

Approximately 1,200 streetcar crossings were
made over the bridge each weekday in 1899, and
the early part of the 20th century saw tremendous

John Roebling died of injuries he received in
Brooklyn, N.Y., and Washington Roebling built
the bridge over the East River there that his father
had envisioned, completing it in 1883. The Brook
lyn Bridge then became the world's longest, with a
center span of 1,595 feet. The Cincinnati bridge
was a financial success for the bridge company
headed by Amos Shinkle, who had become its
president in 1866. Because Covington was the
northern terminus of the Kentucky Central Rail
road, the span was used to transport cargo that
had arrived by rail to and from Cincinnati by
wagon. The river crossingled to an economicboom
in Covington and Newport. Horsecars began us
ing the bridge in 1867, and electric streetcars began
crossing in 1891. This transit system gradually ex
panded to serve the basin-area cities of Northern
Kentucky.
By the early 1890s, an inspection revealed some
weakening of the cable at the span's anchorages
due to moisture problems. Local bridge engineer
Gustave Bouscaren devised reinforcing collars
with friction clamps to restore the cable strength.
These devices can be seen today at each of the four
original anchorages. They clamp onto the cables
outside of the anchorage and, on the inside, con
nect to the same pins that join the strands of cable
to the anchor chains.

Despite this successful and vital repair, the
weight of the electric streetcars being used during

growth in the numbers of automobiles and trucks
that were crossing. Highways U.S. 25 and U.S. 42
were routed over the Suspension Bridge. It was the
primary roadway span connecting Covington and
Cincinnati until the old C&O Bridge was con
verted to highway use in 1929.
During the record flood of 1937, the bridge
was the only crossing open on the Ohio River be
tween Steubenville, Ohio, and Cairo, Ill., a distance

of more than 800 miles. It was necessary, however,
to construct a ramp of sandbags, gravel, and tim
ber connecting the bridge's Covington approach
to a point on Greenup St. The crossing provided a
critical connection to move food, fuel, medical

supplies, and emergency equipment.
The Commonwealth of Kentucky purchased
the Covington and Cincinnati Bridge from the
company in 1953 for $4.23 million. Kentucky also
acquired buildings on each side of the river. The
Kentucky Highway Department district office then
moved from the John R. Coppin Building in Cov
ington to the bridge company's former headquar

Langsam, a former president of the group and an
enthusiastic supporter of the lighting project.
The Roebling Bridge was painted blue at the
time of the national bicentennial. The previous
color had been green—not unlike the hue of the
patina found on many historic fountains, steeples,
and other works of art and architecture.

After an in-depth inspection and analysis of
the bridge in 1987, the Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet (KYTC) pursued a program of repairs and
restoration in the early 1990s that cost more than
$10 million. The workincluded replacement of sus
pender cables; masonry stone, concrete, and steel
repairs; restoration of the anchorages, including
new metal roofs; reconstruction of the Ohio ap
proach; deck repairs; replacement of the saddle
houses with turrets resembling the originals; and
dramatic lighting. New ball-and-cross finials were
set in place by helicopter on March 7, 1992.
Except for street widening, the approach in
Covington had remained basically the same until
the KYTC constructed what is termed the “yoke"
project. Completed in 1992, it crosses over Second
St. in Covington and connects Greenup and Scott
Sts. directly to the bridge. On the Cincinnati side,
the original approach had been a steep slope from
Front St. It was extended to Second St. in 1897 and

ters on Second St.

to Third St. in 1918. Beginning in 1921, ramps car

Shortly after purchasing the bridge, Kentucky
replaced the timber floor with astronger, yetlighter,
open-grid steel floor. Other improvements included
reconstruction of the bridge's Ohio approach and

ried streetcars and later buses to the Dixie Termi

nal complex that fronted on the south side of Fourth
St. in Cincinnati. These ramps were reconstructed
several times and finally removed in the late 1990s.

the bus ramps to Dixie Terminal, the transit por

The entire approach in Cincinnati was reconfig

the 1890s raised concerns about the structure's fu

tal that accessed the bridge from Cincinnati. The

ture. The bridge company retained Bouscaren and
five other prominent civil engineers to make inde
pendent recommendations after inspecting the
condition of the bridge. Only the German-born
Wilhelm Hildenbrand, who had extensive engi
neering experience with suspension bridges, sug
gested retaining the basic structure. He had been
employed by John Roebling as a draftsman to pre
pare plan sheets and promotional illustrations for
the Brooklyn Bridge, and he had become one of
Washington Roebling's principal assistants in the
construction of that bridge. Hildenbrand con
sulted closely with Washington Roebling in the
reconstruction of the Covington-Cincinnati Bridge
in 1895–1899. The work was accomplished while
maintaining the flow of traffic.
The reconstruction included adding two steel
cables and four anchorages. These 10.5-inch cables
were designed to support only the central span of
the bridge. They are made of6-guage wire wrapped
with 10-guage galvanized wire. The John A. Roe
bling and Sons Company of Trenton, N.J., pro

bridge continued to be operated as a toll facility

ured during the late 1960s with the construction of
I-71 (see Expressways). The Ohio approach was
modified again in 1999 when the Fort Washing
ton Way segment of I-71 was totally rebuilt. The
bridge now connects in Ohio to Theodore M.
Berry Way.
In 2006 the bridge carried approximately 9,100

was by Charles S. Adams. Marian Spelman sang

duced the wire for the cables. It was necessary to

the national anthem.

remove Roeblings original turrets to place addi
tional saddles to carry the cables over the towers.
The turrets were replaced with dome structures.
Hildenbrand's work changed the appearance of
the bridge mainly because of the massive steel
trusses he added to replace the shallower iron
trusses, which had given a much more delicate pro
file to the bridge. He strengthened the floor with
deeper beams and widened the road from 20 to 30

until November 1963. Tollbooths had been located
at the ends of the anchor houses with various con

figurations over the years. In 1930 the portion of
the bridge's Ohio approach just south of Third St.
in Cincinnati had been widened to a four-lane toll

plaza.
Tolls in 1867 were 3 cents for pedestrians,
2 cents for each hog, 10 cents for a horse and car
riage, and 5 cents for each additional horse. Rates
for autos first appeared in 1901, Toll schedules
published in 1935 and in 1953 both show the rate
as 1 cent for pedestrians, 5 cents for motorcycles,
and 10 cents for autos, as well as 10 cents for “one
horse vehicles.”
An observance billed as the Centennial Cele

bration of the Great Suspension Bridge was held on
October 15, 1966. It included a parade across the
bridge and ceremonies at Court House Square in
Covington. The state governors of Ohio and Ken
tucky made brief remarks, and the major address

The Roebling Bridge was designated a National
Historic Landmark in 1975 and a National His

toric Civil Engineering Landmark in 1982. The
Covington-Cincinnati Suspension Bridge Com
mittee, a local citizens group, began flying flags
atop the towers in 1976 to commemorate the U.S.
bicentennial. That committee is also responsible
for the cable lighting system that was installed on
the bridge in 1984 and named in memory of Julia

vehicles per day, including 700 Transit Author

ity of Northern Kentucky buses. A repair proj
ect was completed in spring 2007 before a long
overdue repainting.
Today, with renewed interest in the riverfronts,
the John A. Roebling Bridge has become the sym
bol of the tri-state area. Its silhouette frequently
depicted by artists and photographers, the historic
bridge also routinely serves as the background for
several local television newscasts.

Files of the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, Dis
trict Six, Covington, Ky.
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had a wood-shingled roof. The original part of the
house was a two-story single-pen hand-hewn log
cabin, built between 1789 and 1805, during the
time when American Indians were present. Wil
liam and Nancy Kirtley, the previous owners,
probably built the cabin. Nancy Johnson Kirtley
was the daughter of the first Boone Co. clerk, Col.
Cave Johnson, a previous owner of the land. Moore
had many famous relatives, including President
William Henry Harrison (1841), who lived across
the Ohio River in Ohio, and Zebulon Pike, the

SCHOOL. In 1928 the voters of Maysville ap
proved a bond issue to finance the creation of a black
high school, named for John Gregg Fee, the famed
abolitionist and founder of Berea College, who was
born in nearby Bracken Co. Fee had once been a

discoverer of Pike's Peak.

minister in Mason Co. Located on the south side of

raised cattle, horses, chickens, tobacco, fruit trees,

E. Fourth St., east of the city limits at that time, John
G. Fee Industrial High School became noted for its
quality academic and vocational training; many of
its graduates went on to Kentucky State College
(now University) at Frankfort. The school offered
both high schooland elementary schoolgrades, and
its students were drawn from the city and the county.

grapes, hay, and vegetables. The family was fairly self
sufficient. The property includes numerous ponds
and cisterns, a few springs, and several creeks. On the
farm were abuggy-and-harness shop, a water-driven
grain mill, an icehouse for cooling food and drinks,
and a smokehouse for curing meat.

basketball team, under coach John Fields, was the

state runner-up, losing to Louisville Central in the
finals. Professor William H. Humphrey (1880–

1958), the first principal of John G. Fee Industrial

High School (1929–1949), is remembered as the ad
ministrator who oversaw the institution's many
achievements; the second and last principal was O.
W. Whyte (1949–1957).
The integration of both the Maysville and the
Mason Co. school systems began in 1956. That Sep
tember, the Mason Co. system withdrew 78 stu
dents from John G. Fee Industrial, both at the high
school and the elementary levels, and enrolled
them in previously all-white county schools; the
Maysville city schools closed the 10th through
12th grades at the black school and enrolled 23 Af.
rican American students at Maysville High. John
G. Fee Industrial High School continued a few
more years until the process of integration was
completed in Mason Co. The school building was
then leveled for construction of a parking lot.
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. Maysville, Kentucky:
From Past to Present in Pictures. Maysville, Ky.
Mason Co. Museum, 1983.

his grandparents, William and Peggy Bates and
eventually accumulated more than 1,000 acres. He

Dan Moore

JOHNS HILL. Johns Hill, a Campbell Co. com
munity originally located along Ky. Rt. 9 and Johns
Hill Rd., was aptly named for the very steep hill
that dominates the area. Ky. Rt. 9, the Licking Pk.,
has been dramatically altered due to land slippages
and was relocated westward toward the Licking
River during the 1980s and 1990s. Johns Hill Rd.
still climbs up the hill, as it has always done, but it
is no longer part of Ky. Rt. 9.

of the most historically significant Greek Revival

JOHNSON, DONALD “GROUNDHOG”

(b. July 31, 1926, Covington, Ky). Five-foot-six,
right-hand-hitting Don “Groundhog" Johnson,
the first African American from Covington to try

ton, which did not have a baseball team. He learned

baseball by playing with the older kids in the
neighborhood.
In 1947 Johnson was a member of a Covington
baseball club named the Twenty Counts, which
played most of its home games at the old Coving
ton Ballpark along Ninth St. in the Willow Run
section of town. Later that year, he tried out for the
Cincinnati Reds. Ralph “Buzz" Boyle, the head
scout for the Reds organization, had found John
son. After signing a contract, Johnson was assigned
to Ogden, Utah, a Class C Reds farm team, but be
cause of an altercation that occurred before he

even got off the train, he returned to Covington
and was released by the major league club. In 1948
Johnson began a five-year stint in the Negro Base

ball League (NBL). He was in the last group of play
ers before the league folded during the 1950s.
Johnson played the infield in both the National
and American divisions of the NBL for the Phila

delphia Stars and the Chicago American Giants,
community as consisting of a cemetery, a school
(Johns Hill Elementary Log School), the Johns
Hill house (a tavern), two blacksmith shops, and
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church and its
school. The church began in 1847 on top of the hill
in a logbuilding. This structure burned. Leaving its
early cemetery behind, the church community
built a new stone church at the bottom of the hill

along old Licking Pk. in 1858. A school was part of
the church property into the 1960s. Another ceme
tery, known as St. Joseph Cemetery, is next to the
current church building. It began as a Catholic
cemetery for deceased members of Newport's
Catholic churches.

Today, most of the Johns Hill community is
located on the very top of the hill. Subdivisions

Wilder.

structures in Boone Co. The house is on the Na

tional Historic register and commands a view of

son House.

The local 1883 Lake atlas shows the Johns Hill

and condominiums are now settled on the hills of

JOHNH, MOOREHOUSE. The John H. Moore
House, located at 9733 River Rd. in Hebron, is one

JOHNSON, CAVE, HOUSE. See Cave John

son of Howard Johnson and Margaret Battle. John
son attended Lincoln-Grant School in Coving

the area, even in the area of Battery Wiggins and
Battery Holt, two of the Civil War fortifica
tions built during the 1860s. To the south and
up the hill, I-275 cuts under Johns Hill Road, and
the growing Northern Kentucky University
campus is farther to the south. Johns Hill has de
veloped into a bedroom community, now part of

1956, 4A.

Kenneth A. Reis

farmers in Boone Co., He inherited the farm from

Caron's Maysville City Directory, 1934.
12A.

1954.

out for the Cincinnati Reds baseball team, was the

“Integration in Mason," KTS, February 16, 1956,
"Maysville Schools to Integrate." KTS, September 3,

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,

Moore (1799–1885), one of the first native-born

It also had an excellent record in athletics. The 1933

and 1934 girls basketball teams, coached by Miss E.
M. Clement, were state champions; in 1952 the boys'
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finishing his career with a respectable lifetime bat
ting average of .335. Afterward, he played semipro
ball with the Cincinnati Tigers.
Upon his return to the area, Johnson was em
ployed by Shillito's Department Store in Cincin
nati. After his retirement from Shillito's, he was

again active in baseball, this time coaching at the
Finneytown (Ohio) High School. During the
1980s, Johnson coached at Hughes High School
in Cincinnati, when former Covington Lincoln
Grant basketball coach James Brock was that
school's athletic director. In 1996 Johnson was in

ducted into the Negro League Hall of Fame. Today,
he works at the Evanston Community Center and
coaches baseball at Walnut Hills High School in
Cincinnati. Covington mayor Butch Callery re
named the old Randolph field at Ninth and Pros
pect Sts. in Johnson's honor on August 6, 2005.
Johnson currently lives in the Northside area of
Cincinnati.

Glover, Robert Alan. “Play Bail! Negro Leagues' Play

ers in the Spotlight on Opening Day," KP, March
29, 2003, 6K.

Kenton Co. Public Library. Images of America: Cov
ington. Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia, 2003.
Little, Aiesha D. "Cincinnati Kid: Donald Johnson."

Ohio, Indiana, and Kentucky. Capt. John H. Moore
built the brick portion of the house in the 1830s.

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,

The one-foot-thick walls were built of bricks hand

Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,

made on the property. In the early days, the house

Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.

Cincinnati Magazine, April 2005, 70–71.
Lyle, Troy. “Groundhog. Johnson Honored; Ballfield
Named for Black Player," KP, July 23, 2005,3K.
Theodore H. H. Harris
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JOHNSON, GERALD WALTER, LIEUTENANT GENERAL

JOHNSON, GERALD WALTER, LIEUTEN

ANT GENERAL(b. July 10, 1919, Owen Co., Ky.,
d. September 9, 2002, St. Petersburg, Fla.). Military
pilot Gerald Johnson, the son of James B. and Attie

Reeves Johnson, grew up on a farm near the small
community of Pleasant Home in Owen Co., Ky.
Johnson attended the local county schools and

graduated from Owenton High School in 1937,

to bombers; he commanded the 305th Bomb wing
and flew the B-58 Hustler bombers for three years.
During the Vietnam War, he was deputy chief of
staff for operations at the SAC headquarters in
Omaha, Neb. In 1973 Johnson became the inspec

tor general of the U.S. Air Force in Washington,
D.C. Prior to this appointment, he was commander
of the Eighth Air Force SAC, with headquarters at

about to come true. In 1941 he entered active mili

clusters, an Air Force Commendation Medal, the

ton News-Herald, May 8, 1947.

Bronze Star Medal, the Air Medal with three oakleaf

Walton in Boone Co., was the son of John Willand

pilot wings and the Senior Missileman Badge.
Lieutenant General Johnson retired Septem
ber 1, 1974, after 33 years of service to his country.
He was one of Owen Co.'s two highest-ranking of
ficers, the other being Vice Adm. Willis A.

Lucy Campbell Johnson. He spent his youth on a
horse farm before moving to Lexington, where he
attended public schools and graduated from Dun
bar High School in 1938. After moving to North
ern Kentucky, Johnson worked for the Shillito's
Department Store in Cincinnati during the week;
on Sundays, for 16 years he served as pastor of the
First Baptist Church in Ripley, Ohio. Later he served
as interim pastor of several churches, including the
First Baptist Church in Burlington, Ky., and the
Zion Baptist Church in Walton.
Elected to the Walton City Council in 1978,
Johnson served for six years. During this period,
he was the only African American officeholder in

“Hose” Lee. Johnson died in 2002 in Florida and

was buried at Arlington National Cemetery.
Air Force Link. “Lieutenant General Gerald W.

?bioID=5958 (accessed November 5, 2006).

Squadron of the 356th Fighter Group, which was

Ky:Turner, 1997.
Johnson, Lt. Gen. Gerald, to 1st Lt. Robert Snow,

his liberation, he was turned over to American

forces and flown to England aboard a B-17 bomber.
Remaining in the military, Johnson com

manded an F-84 fighter wing during the Korean
War. In 1953 he led a flight of 20 F-84G fighters non
stop from Albany, Ga., to Lakehurst, England, en
route, each aircraft underwent three air-refuelings
from KC-97 refueling air tankers.
Johnson was the first commander of the 4,080th

Reconnaissance Wing, a combat unit equipped
with U-2 and RB-57 aircraft. Following several staff
assignments, he left fighter aircraft and transitioned

JOHNSON, WILLIAM C. (b. June 6, 1917, Cen

Army Commendation Medal, and the French Croix

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,

reached the cockpit, setting off the aircraft's guns.
Johnson hit the ground as the last of his plane's am
munition passed just above his head. Shortly after
this close call, he was captured and sent to Frank
furt, Germany, for interrogation. Being uncoopera
tive, he was held in solitary confinement for 24 days
before being sent to a prison camp. He was a pris
oner of war for 13 months at Stalag Luft 1 in Barth,
Germany. On May 12, 1945, Russian forces liber
ated this prison camp; then, within three weeks of

1976.

de Guerre. In uniform, Johnson wore command

probable (unconfirmed) and 4 1/2 (one-half means
that his and another plane damaged it) enemy air
craft damaged in combat. On November 29, 1943,
Johnson was temporarily assigned by Brig. Gen.
Jesse Auton to command the 360th Fighter

the woods. As he reached the woods, the fire

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,

terville, Bourbon Co., Ky; d. May 20, 1999, War
saw, Ky). William C. Johnson, the first African
American elected to serve on the City Council of

Johnson.” U.S. Air Force. www.af.mil/bios/bio.asp

just entering combat and needed an experienced
combat pilot. He returned to the 56th in early Feb
ruary 1944, taking command of the 63rd Squad
ron. On March 27, 1944, Johnson led his squadron
on a strafing run of an armed German supply train
heading for northern France. On the third pass, his
plane was hit by anti-aircraft fire from the train
and he crashed in a nearby field. Escaping with mi
nor injuries, he set his plane on fire and ran toward

Owen Co. had ever seen.
Bourne, C. H. “Lebus Johnson Dies in Service,” Owen

Johnson's military decorations and awards in
clude the Distinguished Service Cross, the Distin
guished Service Medal with one oak leaf cluster, the
Legion of Merit with two oak leaf clusters, the Dis
tinguished Flying Cross with four oak leaf clusters, a

credited with 18 victories (aircraft shot down), 1

an acute heart condition in early May 1947 at
Brooks Army Hospitaland was buried at the Inter
national Order of Odd Fellows Cemetery in
Owenton, Ky., following one of the largest funerals

Andersen Air Force Base in Guam.

then studied at the Bryant and Stratton Business
School in Louisville. He worked in various jobs,
but his great desire was to become a pilot. In 1939
he entered Eastern Kentucky State Teachers Col
lege in Richmond and enrolled in the college's
ROTC program. After he had completed two years
of college, Johnson's dream to become a pilot was
tary duty as an aviation cadet at Randolph Field,
San Antonio, and in April 1942 graduated from
flight school with a commission as 2nd lieutenant
in the U.S. Army Air Corps.
During World War II Johnson was a member
of the Eighth Air Force, serving in the 56th Fighter
Group. Flying P-47 aircraft, he was the first ace
(pilot achieving five combat kills) in the 56th
Fighter Group and the second ace in the war's Eu
ropean Theater of Operation. During 15 months of
combat duty, Johnson flew 88 missions and was

reported to Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio,
Tex., where he soon became ill. Johnson died from

1976.

Johnson, Gerald W. Called to Command: A WWII

Fighter Ace's Adventurous Journey. Paducah,

March 5, 1995. Personal handwritten account of

service, Robert Snow's private collection.
“Lt. Gen. Gerald Johnson, 83, Native of Owenton,”
KP, October 22, 2002, A6.

Olynyk, Frank. Stars and Bars: A Tribute to the
American Fighter Ace, 1920–1973. London: Grub
Street, 1995.

Boone Co. When he resigned for health reasons on
August 6, 1985, his distant cousin Johnnie Ann
Johnson replaced him. William Johnson died in
1999 at the Gallatin Co. Health Care Center and

was buried at the Walton Cemetery.
“Distant Cousin Appointed to Council Man's Vacant
Seat," KP, August 20, 1985,5K.
“Only Black Councilman Resigns Walton Seat," KP,
August 6, 1985,5K.

Vertical files, Owen Co. Public Library, Owenton, Ky.
“Rev. William C. Johnson Former Walton Council
Wecker, David. “Her Uncle Was a Real Hero,” KP, Oc
tober 3, 2002, 1B.

man," CP May 22, 1999, 13A.

Doris Riley

Theodore H. H. Harris

JOHNSON, LEBUSC. (b. 1910, Greenup, Owen
Co., Ky.; d. May 1947, San Antonio, Tex.). Lebus
Cooper Johnson, army officer and inventor, gradu
ated from Owenton High School in 1929 and re
ceived a BS in metallurgical engineering from
the University of Kentucky in 1938. Having joined
the U.S. Army in 1942 during World War II, he
became an officer in an ordnance unit overseas by
the end of that year. Eventually, Johnson was in
charge of all Allied ammunition in Europe, and
after the war it was his responsibility to deal with
the disposal of huge stores of unused ammunition
from both sides of the conflict. He halted the plan

JOHNSON CREEK COVERED BRIDGE.

son Co. It originally carried Ky. Rt. 1029 across
Johnson Creek, coinciding with a former buffalo
trace. The bridge, which can be reached via Ky. Rt.
1029 from U.S. 68, is one of 13 covered bridges sur
viving in Kentucky (at one time there were more

to throw the ammunition into the sea and instead

burned, and in 1914 Bower's son Louis Bower Jr.

devised machines and methods to convert the re

rebuilt it, adding iron rods and wooden arches. It
was closed to traffic in 1966. In 1968 the bridge

maining munitions into fertilizer and plastics. He
reportedly saved the Allies some $300 million; for
those efforts, Johnson was highly decorated by sev
eral nations. After some 50 months abroad, he re
turned to the United States in December 1946 and

This historic covered bridge is five miles north of
the Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort Park,
near Burika in the southeastern corner of Robert

than 400). Jacob N. Bower, aprolificeovered-bridge
builder, built it in about 1874. Made of poplar wood,

the Johnson Creek Covered Bridge is more than
100 feet long and has Smith-type trusses. In 1910 it

caught fire again, but the fire was extinguished in
time to avoid extensive damage. In 1986 a new roof
was added; today, the bridge needs full restoration.
The structure was placedon the National Register of

JOLLY, JAMES MONROE

Historic Places in 1976, and there is a Kentucky
Highway Marker at the site. Many visitors to Rob

nessee. During the battle Johnston was hit in the
leg by friendly fire and eventually bled to death

ertson Co. and the Blue Licks Battlefield State Park

from the wound. He was buried in New Orleans

stop at the Johnson Creek Covered Bridge. For
generations, the bridge has also been popular with
young lovers.

but was later re-interred in the Texas State Ceme

Laughlin, Robert W. M., and Melissa C. Jurgensen.
Images of America: Kentucky's Covered Bridges.

to his China Grove plantation.

Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia, 2007.

Powell, Robert A. Kentucky's Covered Bridges. Dan
ville, Ky. Silverhawke, 2001.

tery in Austin,Tex. In honor of Gen. Albert Sidney
Johnston, the Texas Historical Commission erected
a historical marker near what was once the entrance

Johnston, William Preston. The Life of Gen. Albert
Sidney Johnston. New York: D. Appleton, 1878.
Roland, Charles P. Albert Sidney Johnston: Soldier
of Three Republics, Austin: Univ. of Texas Press,
1964.

JOHNSTON, ALBERT SIDNEY, GENERAL

(b. February 2, 1803, Washington, Ky.; d. April 6,
1862, Shiloh, Tenn.). Albert Sidney Johnston,
who fought in four wars, was the youngest son of
Dr. John and Abigail Harris Johnston. His early
education was in local schools, and he then at

tended Transylvania University in Lexington. Af.
ter graduating, he was appointed to the U.S. Mili
tary Academy at West Point, N.Y., where he
graduated in 1926, eighth in his class. He married
Henrietta Preston of Louisville in 1829, and they
had three children. Albert Johnston was assigned
to military posts in New York and Missouri before
serving in the Black Hawk War in 1832 as adjutant
to the commanding general. Johnston resigned
from the U.S. Army in 1834 and returned to Ken
tucky to care for his dying invalid wife. After her
death on August 12, 1835, Johnston moved to
Texas, where he tookup farming. During the Texas
War of Independence from Mexico in the 1830s,
he enlisted in the Texas Army and by January 1837
had become the senior general of the Army of
Texas.

On February 7, 1837, Johnston fought a duel
with Brig. Gen. Felix Houston of the Texas Army,
in which Johnston was seriously wounded; as a re
sult, he lost his commission. On December 22,

1838, Mirabeau Lamar, president of the Texas Re
public, appointed Johnston as his secretary of war.
In February 1840, Johnston resigned from that po
sition and returned home to Washington, Ky. He
married Eliza Griffin of Louisville in 1843, and the

Shotgun's Home of the American Civil War. "Albert
Sidney Johnston." www.civilwarhome.com (ac
cessed March 17, 2006).

JOHNSVILLE. Fairview, or Johnsville, as it is now

known, is a ridgetop hamlet that has been dissected
by Ky. Rt. 9 and the AA Highway; the town's citi
zenshave to cross the major highway to visit a neigh
bor. The first structure built in the town appears to
have been the Arnold house, built near 1800; later it

became known as the William Pepper home. Pep
per had been a teacher before settling in the town,
and before longhe constructed a logschoolhouse on
his farm and became the school's first teacher. There
was another small school erected in 1865, which
served until 1890. At that time the Fairview School

was opened as a graded school, with J. T. Watson as
its first principal. Other early settlers were the Coo
per, Haley, Hiles, Houston, Jordan, Pearl, and Taylor
families. About 1872 the post office was started and
the town was called Fairview, but soon the name

changed to Johnsville, in honor of John Jackson and
John Riley, who served as postmasters; the village of
Johnsville was incorporated in 1883.
A favorite source of entertainment was the cor

net band of local men that was organized in Johns
ville in 1880 and led by Captain Smith of the
nearby Boude's Ferry. The Fairview I.O.O.F. Lodge
No. 276 was another organization of local men, in
stituted in 1881. One of the businesses that oper
ated in Johnsville was John Hiles's Body Shop,
opened during the 1920s. Hiles not only was a

newlyweds moved to a large Texas plantation, which

blacksmith but also built school buses for the Hiles

Johnston named China Grove.

Centralized School, truck bodies, and horse vans.

He rejoined the U.S. Army during the Mexi
can War, where he served gallantly as a staff officer
under fellow Kentuckian Gen. Zachary Taylor. He
participated in the Battle of Monterrey in Septem

The Pioneer Cemetery at Johnsville, which con
tains the grave sites of the early settlers, has been
restored. It provides a picturesque view of the vil
lage and surrounding hills and valleys.

ber 1846. After the war concluded in 1848, John

ston resigned his commission in the U.S. Army
and returned to his Texas plantation. Before long
he reentered the U.S. Army, and in December 1849
President Zachary Taylor (1849–1850) appointed
him, with the rank of major, an army paymaster;
he held the position for five years.

During the Civil War, Confederate president
Jefferson Davis appointed Johnston to be a general
in the Confederate Army and made him com
mander of the Confederate Army's western theater
of operations. On April 6, 1862, Johnston led his
forces in a surprise attack against Gen. Ulysses S.
Grant's forces at Shiloh Methodist Church near

Pittsburg Landing on the Tennessee River in Ten

W. A. Free. “History of Johnsville," Bracken County
News, March 22, 1934, 4.
Caroline R. Miller

JOLLY, A. J., JR. (b. March 1, 1924, Mentor, Ky.,
d. January 12, 1989, Houston, Tex.). A. J. Jolly Jr., a
lawyer who served as a judge, was a son of two
school administrators: his father, A. J. Jolly Sr., was
superintendent of Campbell Co. Schools, and his
mother, Caroline, was an elementary school prin
cipal. His father died of typhoid fever at age 43,
leaving his mother to raise three boys alone. A. J.Jr.
attended the A. J. Jolly Elementary and High
School at California, Ky., which had been named
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for his father. After graduating from high school
there, he entered Miami University of Ohio, where
he studied for one year. In 1942 he left school to
join the Army Air Force. As a turret gunner on a
B-17 bomber, Jolly participated in 35 missions and
was awarded several air medals for bravery. He re
turned home a year and a half later and enrolled at
Xavier University, where he earned his bachelor's
degree. He received his law degree in 1949 from the
University of Cincinnati Law School. A. J. Jolly Jr.
married Verna Tarvin, and the couple had five
daughters. His political career began in 1949, when
he was elected to the first of four terms as Camp
bell Co. judge (the post now called judge execu
tive). While in that office, he was responsible for
the creation of Lakeside Place Nursing Home,
Youth Haven Home for Children, and the Camp
bell Co. Park (now A. J. Jolly Park) south of Alex
andria. The park, which carries the name of his fa
ther, A. J. Jolly Sr., is situated on about 1,000 acres
and has a 250-acre lake, bike trails, picnic areas,
baseball and soccer fields, and an 18-hole golf
course. Verna Jolly died of cancer on September 17,
1981, and A. J. Jr. died eight years later at the age of
64, after undergoing heart bypass surgery, at St.
Luke Hospital in Houston. Both are buried in the
Grandview Cemetery at Mentor.
Reis, Jim, “State Legislator Jolly Honored after His
Death,” KP, August 26, 1996,4K.
Wecker, David. “Andy Jolly.” KP, July 7, 1982, 1.
JOLLY, JAMES MONROE (b. December 13,

1817, Sallisboro, Lewis Co., Ky; d. September 25,
1900, Mentor, Ky.) James M. Jolly, both a clergy
man and a builder, was the son of John and Martha

Mackey Jolly. At times he was referred to as Rev.
James Moses Jolly, but his tombstone seems to
show his name as Rev. James Monroe Jolly. The
first seven of the Jolly children were born in Lewis
Co., and then the family moved to Jamestown
(known today as Dayton) in Campbell Co., where
the last two were born. The family relocated to
Point Pleasant, Ohio, in 1827; there James served

for three years as an apprentice to William Shaw,
learning the bricklaying and plastering trades. Re
turning to Campbell Co. in 1840, the Jollys settled
on a farm near Twelve Mile Rd. On October 11,

1841, James Jolly married America Vickers, daugh
ter of Rev. James Vickers, pastor of the Mouth of
Licking Baptist Church (see First Baptist
Church, Cold Spring). The couple had four chil
dren, all sons. Jolly was ordained as a Baptist
preacher by his father-in-law in 1842 and became a
circuit preacher, holding services once a month in
various local churches. In 1843 Jolly and his family
moved to Newport, where he preached and worked
in construction; then in April 1849 he became the
pastor of the Flagg Springs Baptist Church. To
be closer to the church, the family moved to a farm
on Schababerle Rd., about a mile and a half west of

the church. Jolly sold his farm at Flagg Springs in
1887 and moved into a new house that he had built

in Mentor. Some of the buildings he reportedly
constructed are the Campbell Co. Courthouse at
Alexandria, the California Christian Church, the
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JONES, CHARLES EDWARD

JONES, FREDERICKMCKINLEY (b. May 17,
1893, Cincinnati, Ohio; d. February 21, 1961, Min
neapolis, Minn.). Frederick M. Jones, an inventor,

States Thermo King Control Company, Jones de
signed refrigerators used by the U.S. Army Air
Force, the Marine Corps, and the Quartermaster
Corps. Machines that Jones designed were also
used to cool the cockpits and engines of various
aircraft. He also invented a refrigeration unit that
allowed blood plasma to be moved throughout the

was the son of an Irishman, John Jones, and an Af.

war's Pacific theater.

rican American mother Jones lived in rooming

In the 1930s, when motion pictures were mak
ing the transition from silent films to sound films,
Jones developed and patented both an electronic
sound-track system and a ticket dispenser for movie
theaters. He sold his sound-system patents to Ra
dio Corporation of America (RCA). However, Jones's
main focus was the design of mechanical refrigera

Wesley Chapel Methodist Church, the St. Peter
& Paul Church at Gubser Mill, the Flagg Springs
Baptist Church, the Walnut Hills Academy, the
Beech Grove Academy, and numerous private
homes. After 58 years of marriage, America Vick
ers Jolly died on March 23, 1900, and James Jolly
died in September of the same year. Both were bur
ied in the Grandview Cemetery, along Smith Rd.

“School Board Given Bids by Architects." KP, January

in Mentor.

24, 1931, 1–2.

Theodore H. H. Harris

houses in Cincinnati with his father, who later
3.

Turner, Gary R. “Oral History of the Jolly Family,
Northern Kentucky Univ. Oral History Interviews,
1976, Archives, Northern Kentucky Univ., High
land Heights, Ky.
Wessling, Jack. Early History of Campbell County
Kentucky. Alexandria: Privately published, 1997.

Jack Wessling
JONES, CHARLES EDWARD (b. August 25,
1880, Covington, Ky; d. March 21, 1947, Coving
ton, Ky.) Charles Edward Jones was the son of Ed
ward L. and Amanda Jones. As a youth, Jones lived
at 724 1/2 Sanford St. in Covington. In 1908 he was
working for the Wallace A. Gaines Funeral Home as
an embalmer, then in 1913 Jones purchased the
business from Wallace Gaines and renamed it the

C. E. Jones Funeral Home. He moved the enterprise
from 633 Scott St., in the heart of the African
American business district, to 29 E. Seventh St., ad

jacent to the original William Grant High School.
Jones was treasurer of the Ninth St. Method

ist Episcopal Church and president of the local
chapter of the National Association for the Ad
vancement of Colored People (NAACP). He was a
33rd Degree Mason and a member of the Kenton
Masonic Lodge No. 16, the treasurer of the Prince
Hall Grand Lodge of Kentucky, and a director in

placed him in the care of Rev. William B. Ryan, a
Roman Catholic priest. Father Ryan was the pastor
at St. Ann Church in West Covington from 1909 to
H917.

Father Ryan provided Jones with an upbring
ing that was more typical for an Irish or German
Catholicchild than for an African American child.

It was Father Ryan's view that a child's skin color
did not matter. Hence, with Father Ryan's help and
guidance, Jones learned to read and write and de
veloped the mathematical and reading skills nec
essary for a strong foundation in mechanics and
science. He became an inventor, an engineer, and a
"mechanical whiz" who had special talents in deal
ing with machinery.
One of Jones's most significant contributions
in the early part of his career was the design of a
system that enabled refrigerated trucks and trains
to keep fresh produce and meats from spoiling as
they were transported across the country. Jones also
contributed importantly to the nation's efforts dur
ing both world wars. During World War I, he ini
tially served in France with the U.S. Army's 809th
Pioneer Infantry Regiment. Because of his me
chanical skills, he became an army electrician and
helped to wire several of the army's military instal
lations in France, where he also taught practical

tion in overland trucks and trains and in the air

conditioning of automobiles. Jonesis credited with
helping to design the refrigeration and air
conditioning units that were marketed by his em
ployer, the United States Thermo King Control
Company in Minneapolis. Jones held dozens of
patents for his designs and inventions; the ones
pertaining to refrigeration and air conditioning
were the property of the United States Thermo
King Control Company. He was a member of the
American Society of Refrigerating Engineers.
Jones died in Minneapolis in 1961, at age 67. He
was buried at Fort Snelling National Cemetery in
Minneapolis.
Congregation of the Sisters of Divine Providence,
St. Anne Convent, Melbourne, Ky., to Theodore H.
H. Harris, April 29, 2004.

Frederick McKinley Jones birth record, Archives and
Rare Books Department, Univ. of Cincinnati.
Frederick McKinley Jones Military Service Records,
Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul, Minn.
Ott, Virginia, and Gloria Swanson. Man with a Mil

the National Funeral Directors Association. He

electricity in the army's technical schools. During

lion Ideas: Fred Jones, Genius/Inventor. Minne

promoted African American education as member
of the community committee designated by the
Covington Board of Education to review the plans
for the new Lincoln-Grant Schools. The high school
later honored him for his efforts by naming its au
ditorium after him. Jones was involved in many
community and fraternal activities. As a member

World War II, while employed at the United

apolis: Lerner, 1977.

of the African American Businessmen's Association,

he helped sponsor an annual summer picnic in the
country for the African American community.
In 1920 the C. E. Jones Funeral Home relocated
from 29 E. Seventh St. back to 633–635 Scott St.,

the original location of the Wallace A. Gaines busi
ness. From the 1920s until Jones's death, this was

the unofficial meeting place of the African Ameri
can Businessmen's Association. Being Horace
Sudduth's brother-in-law (Jones's sister Melvina

had married Sudduth) helped Jones to encourage
other African Americans to enter into business.

º

Jones died in 1947 and was buried in Covington's
Linden Grove Cemetery. After his death, his widow,
Anna Mae Watkins Jones, a former schoolteacher

at the Lincoln-Grant School, operated the funeral

|Nº|| ||
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MINNEAPOLIS. MINN,

home business until 1961.
Harris, Ted. “Reader Recollection,” KP. March 2,
1992, 4K.

Reis, Jim. "Funeral Directors Assumed Civic Roles,"

KP, February 2, 1987,4K.

Frederick McKinley Jones, ca. 1950.

-
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JORDAN BAPTIST CHURCH

Saint Ann Church, West Covington. Kentucky Cen
tennial: The Celebration of Our Centennial,
Sunday, November 20, 1960.

Saint Walburg Monastery, Villa Hills, Ky., to Theo
dore H. H. Harris, May 15, 2004.
Spencer, Steven M. "Born Handy." Saturday Evening
Post, May 7, 1949,22–31.
Theodore H. H. Harris

and Nancy Wharton. The Macedonia post office

partially in Grant Co. At one time, Jonesville was

was established in 1858 and closed in 1866.

called Nonesuch, but since Woodford Co. also had

Although a school is known to have existed in
the community before the Civil War, the earliest
public school records now available are from 1885
and list C. H. Beatty, R. McKinsie, and D. L. Stew

a town named Nonsuch, when seven families

1819, White Oak, Rutherford Co., N.C.; d. July 20,
1887, Newport, Ky). Lawyer and politician Thomas
Laurens Jones, the son of George and Elizabeth
Mills Jones,grew up in Spartanburg, S.C. He earned
his bachelor's degree from the College of New Jer
sey (later Princeton University) in 1840 and his law
degree from Harvard University in 1843. He spent
the next two years expanding his horizons, travel
ing throughout Europe. Jones was admitted to the
South Carolina bar in 1846 and practiced law in
New York City in 1847. In 1848 he married Mary
Keturah Taylor, the granddaughter of Gen. James
Taylor Jr., founder of Newport. They spent an ex
tended honeymoon in Europe. In Italy they saw a
beautiful house, which greatly impressed them.
Upon returning, Mary told her father, James Tay
lor III, about it, and he decided to replicate it for
them. The mansion, which was called the Jones
Castle and, in recent times, Mount St. Martin's (see
Mount St. Martin), had 17 rooms and was built

Owenton and 10 miles west of Williamstown. The

trustees A. H. Calendar, Jefferson Davis Renaker,

Jonesville post office was established in 1877. Over
the years, there have been hotels, blacksmiths, to
bacco warehouses, a jail, an undertaker, and bar
bershops in town. Several doctors have practiced
there. In 1911 construction began on a railroad
from Dry Ridge in Grant Co. to Owenton via Jones

on the Elliston Station Rd. for use as a school
house. After the hall burned in 1931, a two-room

frame school was constructed. It was replaced by a
brick schoolhouse that was in use until 1966. When

the county school system was consolidated, the

ville, but it was never finished; thus Owen Co. is one

Jonesville school children were bused to new

of only two Kentucky counties that never had an
active railway line. There have been two major fires
in Jonesville, and today it has its own volunteer fire
department. The Methodists and the Baptists have

locations.

The Jonesville Deposit Bank dates to 1893. In
1934 it was recapitalized and the articles of incor
poration amended in accordance with the require
poration. In 1940 the bank was reincorporated as
the Citizens Bank, with its main office at Dry Ridge
under the management of B. C. Cotton; the bank's
Jonesville office was managed by Carla Mullikin.
Currently, it operates as a branch office of Grant

liamstown, Jonesville maintained its own police
cations and roads improved, the need for a separate
police force and jail lessened, and in 1919 the Jones
ville jail property was sold to James Caldwell by the
town's Board of Trustees, J. M. Beverly, G. W.
Caldwell, M. D. Hamilton, A. T. Stewart, and J. W.

(see Democratic Party). He ran for governor in
1883 and was narrowly defeated by J. Proctor Knott
(1883–1887), the result of what his supporters
claimed was a fraudulent count. He intended to

new parsonage was built on a lot near the church.

run for governor in 1887, but failing health caused
his withdrawal. He died that year and was buried
in the Evergreen Cemetery in Southgate.

Today, with two churches, a general store, a
bank, and a post office, Jonesville is a successful
trading center in a prosperous farming commu
nity. In 1998 one of those churches, the Mount Pis
gah Methodist Church, experienced a fire. Just to
the west of town is another community also named
Jonesville, in Owen Co.

1887, 4.

Perrin, William Henry, J. H. Battle, and G. C. Kniffin.

Kentucky: A History of the State. Louisville, Ky:
F. A. Battey, 1888.

Jack Wessling
JONESVILLE (GRANT CO.). Jonesville, on

ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1984.

Baptist Church, located along Ky. Rt. 467 in Car
roll Co., was founded on Christmas Day 1867. It
started with 25 members, 18 of whom came from

the White's Run Baptist Church in Dallasburg
and the rest from the Ghent Baptist Church.

Stewart. In 1927 a post office was established, with
Otis Wilson as postmaster. He was succeeded in
1937 by Margaret Thornton Conrad, who served
from 1937 until 1972, when Kathryn Satterwhite
became supervisor of the post office.
In 1910 Uriah Bickers donated ground for a new
Methodist Episcopal Church South. The church
first obtained a parsonage in 1924; then in 1937 a

tucky. Chicago: Lewis, 1897.
“Our Honorable Thomas L. Jones Dead,” KSJ, July 21,

1976.

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing

JORDAN BAPTIST CHURCH. The Jordan

Jonesville was incorporated from the 1880s
until the early 1920s. Being some distance from the
Grant Co. sheriffs office and the jail,located at Wil

Jones served as a member of the Kentucky House
of Representatives. In July 1862, during the Civil

Levin, H., ed. The Lawyers and Lawmakers of Ken

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,

Co. Deposit Bank.

force and jail to help keep the peace. As communi

tives, where he served 1867–1871 and 1875–1879

churches in town.

ments of the Federal Reconstruction Finance Cor

on a high hill in South Newport. In 1853–1855,

War, Jones was arrested as a Confederate sympa
thizer and jailed at the Newport Barracks. He
was transferred to Camp Chase in Columbus,
Ohio, and was told he would remain in custody
until he swore allegiance to the Union. He finally
did and then returned to Newport. He was elected
as a Democrat to the U.S. House of Representa

named Jones moved into the Nonsuch in Owen

Co., its name was changed to Jonesville. The village
is located on Ky. Rt. 36, seven miles northeast of

art as town school trustees at that time. In 1894

and Thomas W. Toon purchased the Masonic Hall

JONES, THOMAS LAURENS (b. January 21,
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Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1984.
"3 Church Fires Raise Suspicions—No Suspects in

Elder Williams Johnson, who became the Jordan

Baptist Church's first pastor, preached the dedicatory
message, and a man named Baker, from the Wheat
ley church, assisted. On that same day, a church cov
enant was adopted. By 1870 a building committee
had been organized, and the decision was made to
builda 36-by-56-foot meetinghouse. In 1897 the first
songbooks were purchased. In 1900 the Jordan Bap
tist Church, along with other churches, withdrew
from the Concord Baptist Association to form the
White's Run Baptist Association.
The first Vacation Bible School was held in

1937, and also that year the church gave the State of
Kentucky a right-of-way through the churchyard.
The church was wired for electricity in 1940. In
1955 the church purchased lumber for a new build
ing. In 1971 aluminum siding was installed, and in
1972 stained-glass panes were installed in the side
windows in the sanctuary.
In 1983 the church called a woman, Dr. Molly
Marshall Green, to be the pastor; she was the first
woman minister in the history of the church or in
the White's Run Baptist Association. Another
woman minister, Loretta Reynolds, replaced Green
in 1985. In 1988 a new roof was put on the sanctu
ary, and in 1989 inside restrooms were installed.

Grant Co. Blaze,” KE, November 3, 1998, B1.

On December 5, 1993, the church celebrated its

the western edge of Grant Co., was so named in the
1880s for the seven unrelated Jones families who

owned farms in the vicinity. Earlier names for the
community were Nonesuch and Macedonia. The
Macedonia Baptist Church began there in 1843,
with charter members Margarita and Amanda
Hambrick, Jonathan and Julia Johnson, Robert

Patterson, William Smith, Lydia Stone, and Wesley

“Town Lacks Business, but Not Pride in Unity," KP.
February 5, 1986,8K.
John B. Conrad

125th anniversary. New front doors were installed,
and the church was made handicap accessible by
adding a ramp to the front door entrance and to
the educational building.

JONESVILLE (OWEN CO.). Jonesville is one of

two hamlets in Owen Co. that straddle the county
line: Sparta, in northern Owen Co., is partially in
Gallatin Co.; and Jonesville, on the eastern edge, is

Jordan Baptist Church Minutes, Jordan Baptist
Church, Carroll Co., Ky.
Ken Massey
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JUSTICE, DAVID

JUSTICE, DAVID (b. April 14, 1966, Cincinnati,
Ohio). Professional baseball player David Christo
pher Justice was only four years old when his fa
ther, Robert Justice, abandoned the family. David's
mother, Nettie Justice, took a job as a housekeeper
in order to support her son. Growing up in the
North Avondale section of Cincinnati, David spent
his time playing sports with the other boys in his
neighborhood. Football, basketball, and baseball
were his life, and he had dreams of someday play
ing in the NBA (National Basketball Association).
At age 12, justice began attending the Covington
Latin School in Northern Kentucky. He was a
prime candidate for the school, which requires stu
dents to skip at least one grade. Skipping grades was
no problem for Justice, because he excelled in aca
demics as well as in athletics, particularly basket
ball. As a senior, he averaged 25.9 points per game
and made the Catholic All-American high school
basketball team. Justice graduated from Covington
Latin School in 1982, two years early (he had
skipped the seventh and eighth grades). He at
tended college at Thomas More College, in Crest

view Hills, on a basketball scholarship. During his
years at Thomas More, his athletic ability was show
cased not only in basketball but also in baseball; the
college's legendary coach, Jim Connor, mentored
him in both sports. When Justice was age 18, he was
a junior in college and a favorite prospect of many

During his 14-season major league career, Jus
tice played for the Braves in the National League
and in the American League for the Cleveland In
dians, the New York Yankees, and the Oakland

Athletics. During that time he reached the World
Series 6 times and made the baseball playoffs 10

baseball scouts.

times. Justice was a three-time all-star, who won

His professional baseball career began in 1985,
when he was drafted in the fourth round by the
Atlanta Braves. While in the minor leagues, he
worked odd jobs during the off-season. He

World Series titles with the Braves in 1995 and the

Yankees in 2000. He also holds the major league
record for the most post-season games played. His
career batting average was .279.

drove a shuttle bus at the Cincinnati/Northern

Baseball Almanac. www.baseball-almanac.com (ac

Kentucky International Airport and worked
as an orderly at University Hospital in Cincin
nati. In 1990 he played his first full season in the
major leagues and received the National League
Rookie of the Year award while playing with the
Braves.

On January 1, 1993, justice made headlines off

cessed June 30, 2006).

“Baseball Notebook,” Toronto Star, February 7, 2003.
Bradley, John Ed. “Justice Prevails." Sports Illustrated,
June 6, 1994, 66.

Croyle, William. “Latin School a Head Start,” CE,
February 10, 2006, 1B.

Johnson, Chuck. “Postseason Justice,” USA Today, Oc
tober 1, 2002, 1.

the field by marrying actress Halle Berry. Their
marriage was brief, ending in divorce after three
years. In 1994 he was voted one of People Maga
zine's 50 Most Beautiful People.

Peterson, Bill. “Coming Home: Once Again, Justice
Returns with a Winner." CP June 6, 1998, 3B.
Susan Patterson

Perrin, W. H., J. H. Battle, and G. C. Kniffin. Ken

tucky: A History of the State. Louisville, Ky., F. A.
Battery, 1887.

Margaret A. Murphy
KARSNER, HARRY CLARK (b. October 29,

1914, Owen Co., Ky., d. December 21, 1971, Lex
ington, Ky). Owen Co. native Harry Clark Karsner,
an aviator and a state official, was the eldest child of

KARSNER, CASPER (b. ca. 1750, place of birth
unknown; d. ca. 1798, Kentucky). In 1779 pioneer
Casper Karsner (Carsner) was a soldier in the mili
tia of Capt. Benjamin Logan's Company at Logan's
Station, near the settlement of St. Asaph's, in mod
ern Lincoln Co., Ky. In June 1780, when he resided
at Ruddell's (Hinkston's) Station, which was built

by Isaac Ruddell, in modern-day Harrison Co., this
station was taken and destroyed by American In
dian warriors under the command of British cap
tain Henry Byrd. The people living at Ruddell's
Station who were not killed in the attack were cap
tured and held by the British and the Indians.
Karsner was held by the British until they sent him
to Fort Ticonderoga, N.Y., in 1783, where he was
released. Lexington, Ky., trustee records dated May
11, 1785, show that signed deeds for in-lots were is
sued to Percival Butler, Casper Karsner, and others.
On May 20, 1785, Karsner's land grant was given
Virginia governor Patrick Henry's seal. On De
cember 10, 1785, Karsner was paid 314 pounds, 15
shillings, and 4 pence for militia service as back
pay, four years after the Revolutionary Warended.
He was 35 at the time and unmarried. In 1786

Karsner married Eveles “Eva” Lail, who had also

been captured at Ruddell's Station and had been
forced to run the gauntlet to escape the Indians.
Four children were born to this couple. In 1789
Casper Karsner was on the Board of Trustees of
Transylvania Seminary (1785–1799), the precursor
of Transylvania University. Karsner's descendants
retained intact the family's original land patents in
what is now Owen Co.

On February 11, 1789, Casper and Eva's first
son, John Karsner, was born. John Karsner fought
and was wounded in the War of 1812. He married

Sallie Patterson of Jessamine Co. on December 20,

1814, in nearby Fayette Co., and Sallie and John
had two children; Sallie died sometime during
1828. John married his second wife, Mary Eaton,
on January 8, 1829, and John and Mary became the
parents of four children. In 1846 John and his fam
ily settled in Owen Co. about three miles from
Monterey. John and Mary were buried in the Kars
ner family's graveyard, just below the Old Cedar
Baptist Church on U.S. 127 near Monterey, where
several other members of the Karsner family are
also buried. Casper Karsner, however, was buried
in Jessamine Co.

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.
Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
Murphy, Margaret A. Karsner. The Karsners of Ken
tucky: History and Family Album. Frankfort,
Ky., Tingles, 1981.

Perrin, W. H., ed. History of Bourbon, Scott, Harri
son, and Nicholas Counties, Kentucky. Chicago:
O. L Baskin, 1882.

Johnathan Albert and Lela Brammell Karsner of

Monterey. Aftergraduating from the Monterey High
School, he pursued training in aviation. He mar
ried Sarah Jane Gill on February 13, 1937, and they
became the parents of three children. Karsner re
ceived his commercial pilot's license in October
1938. During World War II, he was a flight instruc
tor at Ryan's School of Aeronautics in San Diego,
Calif., and was appointed a flight commander on
August 25, 1942.
After the war, he returned to the Old Cedar

by American Indians. There was also a salt spring,
where hunters came for water that they boiled
down for salt.
The Antioch Church of Christ was founded in

Keefer around 1838. It was moved in 1872 to a plot
of land donated by J. H. Musselman. The current
church building, whose cemetery contains stones
dating from 1873, was dedicated in 1957 Tom
Marksberry operated a general store across from
the church until 1905. Among the businesses in
Keefer were blacksmith shops, grocery stores, a
gristmill, and huckster routes. Around 1884a school
was established, and the post office followed in
1885. Today the businesses are gone, but the church
and several homes remain.

Belew, Mildred J., and Otha Steger. "Never on the Busy
Highway—That's Keefer." In The Grant County
Sesqui-Centennial Bulletin, 1820–1970. Williams
town, Ky. Grant Co. Sesquicentennial Publications
Committee, 1970.

community near Monterey, constructed a four
plane hangar on a field near U.S. 127 called Kars
ner Field, and began teaching military veterans to
fly. The hangar is well known for the neon sign that
states, “Christ Is the Answer." Influenced by evan
gelist Louis W. Arnold, Karsner equipped a plane
with a public address system. His wife, Sarah Jane,
recorded gospel songs, and Arnold recorded a brief
sermon. Each afternoon, Karsner flew the "Gospel

Chandler, Virgil, Sr. Cemeteries. Vol. 3. Williams

Plane" within a 100-mile radius of Frankfort, de

inal "conspiracy" of organized crime through the
U.S. Senate's hearings of the Special Committee to
Investigate Crime in Interstate Commerce. Headed
by Senator Estes Kefauver (D, Tennessee), it was
more commonly known as the Kefauver Commit
tee, and it had a significant effect on Northern Ken
tucky. From 1950 to 1952, the Kefauver Committee
met intermittently around the nation to investigate
and expose the supposed conspiracy of a national
crime syndicate. Since the rise of mobster Al Ca
pone and other bootleggers as national figures dur
ing the 1920s, the public had always suspected that

livering the message to all those within earshot.
In 1958 Karsner was elected a director of the

Burley Tobacco Growers Cooperative Association
of Kentucky. In 1959 he became commissioner of
aeronautics under Kentucky governor A. B. Chan
dler (1935–1939 and 1955–1959). Karsner was also
a farmer and a landowner in Owen Co. He was
chairman of the Owen Co. Board of Education, a

magistrate in Owen Co., and a director of First
Farmers Bank in Owenton. At Old Cedar Baptist
Church, he was chairman of the board of deacons

and taught the men's Sunday school class. He died
in 1971 and was buried at the Monterey Cemetery.
Murphy, Margaret Alice, and Lela Maude Hawkins.
The History of Historic Old Cedar Baptist
Church and Community, 1816–2004. Frankfort,
Ky: Lynn, 2004.
Trout, Allan M. "Prepare for World's End, Voice from

Sky Advises,” LCI, October 18, 1949, 5.
Margaret A. Murphy
KEEFER. Keefer is a community in southwest
Grant Co. along Ky. Rt. 2936 (Keefer Rd.). Keefer
(at one time spelled Kiefer) is believed to have been
settled before the county was organized in 1820.
Early in its history, the community was also
called Priceburg, after John Price, who started the
first store there. Other early settlers were Jacob
Musselman, a surveyor named Payne, and Francis

town, Ky. Grant Co. Historical Society, 1988.
Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
Barbara Loomis Brown

KEFAUVER COMMITTEE. During the early
1950s, most Americans were introduced to the crim

criminals worked in concert. After World War II,

this idea gained more currency.
As an attempt to stop any sort of criminal con
spiracy, the Kefauver hearings were completely
unsuccessful. Their ultimate significance was in
providing one of the first major telecasts of a U.S.
congressional committee, pioneering the sort of
political theater that became famous in 1953 with
the attempts by Senator Joseph McCarthy (R, Wis
consin) to root out Communists and continued

through to the Watergatehearings of the 1970s and
the Iran-Contra hearings of the 1980s. Persons liv
ing in Northern Kentucky appeared before the
Kefauver Committee; for example, in late March
1951, Jimmy Brink, most closely associated with
the Lookout House, sat before the committee in

Washington, D.C., accompanied by his attorney,
Sawyer A. Smith.
Millions of Americans sat riveted to their tele

Simon.

visions as Kefauver and other committee members

In the 1980s, archaeologists from the Univer
sity of Kentucky conducted a dig in the area and
uncovered numerous arrowheads, broken pottery,
and a rock-lined cooking pit estimated to be at
least 1,000 years old and thought to have been used

interviewed hundreds of criminal figures, attempt
ing to reveal the existence of a shadow government
that controlled the nation's criminal enterprises.
The Kefauver hearings were arguably the first ex
ample of television watching as a mass experience,
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as people crowded into neighbors' homes, bars,
and restaurants to watch. Although no actual law
enforcement action arose from the hearings, Ke
fauver parlayed the exposure into a failed 1952
presidential run.
The Kefauver Committee hearings were key
events in the successful cleanup of Northern Ken
tucky, even though they preceded it by almost a
decade. Northern Kentucky had gained a reputa
tion as the region's haven for gambling and vice.
But the committee's hearings in Cleveland in the

during World War II and saw service in India
and Burma. At the end of the war, Kehoe retired

from the army as a brigadier general. His wife, Alice,
died shortly after he returned home in 1945. In re
tirement he built a frameranch home in Maysville,
overlooking the Ohio River, where helived for the
remainder of his life. In 1983 Kehoe was ill for a

short time before his death at age 87. He was buried
in Maysville Cemetery.
“Brig. Gen. James Kehoe, 87, Helped Build the Burma
Road,” KP, November 30, 1983, 1B.

late winter of 1951 demonstrated how Northern

Syndicate (the Mayfield Road Gang) and gam
bling in Northern Kentucky were fully revealed,
especially how the syndicate had bought up casi
nos like the Lookout House and the Beverly Hills
Supper Club after its operations in Cleveland
were shut down in the 1940s. Testifying before the
committee, Northern Kentucky law enforcement
officials professed ignorance of the gambling op
erations taking place right in their own backyard.
The Beverly Hills Supper Club and other casinos
closed their doors during the hearings but an
nounced that they would reopen as soon as the

KEHOE, JAMES N. (b. July 15, 1862, Maysville,
Ky; d. June 16, 1945, Cincinnati, Ohio). Banker,
lawyer, and politician James Nicholas Kehoe was
the son of James and Nora Conroy Kehoe. He was
educated in both publicand private schools around
Maysville. He took a job with a printing company,
and at age 22 became owner of the firm. He later
studied law in Louisville under the well-known

lawyers Hargis and Easton and was admitted to
the Kentucky bar on November 1, 1888. Kehoe set
up his practice in Maysville, where he served as
city attorney for two terms and as master commis
sioner of the chancery of the Mason Co. Circuit
Court from 1893 to 1900. He also served on the

committee disbanded.

After the hearings, activities in Newport and
Covington were seen as more insidious and dan
gerous than before. Organized crime was here in
Greater Cincinnati and could not be simply rele
gated to distant ethnic enclaves like Chicago and
New York City. The Kefauver hearings sparked the
first in a series of reform groups that culminated
with the successful work of the Committee of 500

Kentucky Court of Appeals in 1889. He held sev
eral leadership roles in the Democratic Party
and was elected to the U.S. House of Representa
tives, where he served four years, 1901–1905. He
was defeated for reelection in 1904.

Kehoe married Hannah M. Kane of Maysville
on September 24, 1892, and they had five children.
His wife Hannah died on October 28, 1910, and he
married his second wife, Frances Reed Calvert, on

in 1961 (see Newport Reform Groups).
Bell, Jack, and John Chadwick. “Local Night Spots Fig
ure in Probe. Two Face Contempt Charges; Mum on
Beverly Hills, Lookout House,” KTS, March 29,
1951, 1.
Robert Gioielli
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RAL(b. November 11, 1896, Maysville, Ky.; d. No
vember 29, 1983, Maysville, Ky.) James Arthur
Kehoe, an adjutant general for two Kentucky gov

April 20, 1918. His son James A. Kehoe served in
the U.S. Army during World War I and World
War II and attained the rank of brigadier general.
James N. Kehoe served as one of the engineers
during construction of the Simon Kenton Me
morial Bridge during the early 1930s. He was
also president of the 1st Standard Bank & Trust
Company (see Bank of Maysville) and president
of the Kentucky Bankers Association. He died at
age 82 and was buried in the Maysville Cemetery.
In 1940 a new bridge in Maysville was named the
Kehoe Viaduct in his honor.

ernors and a businessman, was the son of James N.

and Hannah M. Kane Kehoe. He attended public
school in Maysville and in 1914 was appointed to
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, N.Y.
Upon graduation in 1918, he was commissioned a
2nd lieutenant. During World War I, he served in
China and Siberia and was soon promoted to 1st

Biographical Directory of the United States Congress.
"Kehoe, James Nicholas (1862-1945)." http://bio

guide.congress.gov (accessed August 29, 2006).
Levin, H., ed. The Lawyers and Lawmakers of Ken
tucky. Chicago: Lewis, 1897.
“Maysville Viaduct Dedication Is Set,” KP, October
18, 1940, 6.

lieutenant. When Kehoe returned to civilian life in

Southard, Mary Young, and Ernest C. Miller, eds.

1920, he became a vice president of the Home
Warehouse Company in Maysville. A year later he
was appointed secretary-treasurer of the Eastern
District Warehouse Corporation, where he served
until 1924 (see Maysville Tobacco Warehouses).
He also was named the president of the Bank of
Maysville in 1921. Kehoe was appointed Ken
tucky adjutant general for governors Flem Samp
son (1927–1931) and Ruby Laffoon (1931–1935). In
1925 Kehoe married Alice Williams of Frankfort,

Ky; they had two children. He reentered the army

model unit that produced a 12-inch spark, and af.
terward they founded a company to produce X-ray
equipment. Their invention was introduced at a
meeting of the American Roentgen Ray Society in
Niagara Falls, N.Y., and was praised in the first is
sue of the American Quarterly of Roentgenology
(October 1906). The National Museum of Ameri

Kentucky was broadly connected to a national crim
inal network. Connections between the Cleveland

equipment and accessories. About 1903, eight
years after Wilhelm Roentgen announced his dis
covery of X-rays, Kelley and Koett met in Koett's
backyard shop on Bakewell St. in Covington. To
gether, these men developed an innovative X-ray

Who's Who in Kentucky: A Biographical Assem
bly of Notable Kentuckians. Louisville: Standard,
1936.

The Spirit of Greater Maysville and Mason County.
Maysville, Ky: Daily Independent, 1930.
KELLEY-KOETT COMPANY Organizer and
promoter J. Robert Kelley (1871–1931), aided by a
German-born craftsman, Albert Koett (1863–

1951), developed the Kelley-Koett Company into a
prominent manufacturer and distributor of X-ray

can History (one of the Smithsonian Institution
museums) has displayed Kelley and Koett's proto
type under the German title "Grosse Flamme.”
Incorporated in 1905, the Kelley-Koett Com
pany moved in 1911 into its permanent new fac
tory and office building on the north side of W.
Fourth St., between Russell and Johnston Sts. in

Covington, and began marketing the latest X-ray
diagnostic and therapy procedures and equipment.
From about 12 employees in 1905, the company
grew to employ 675 in 1944, not counting office
workers and the sales force. Kelley said he foresaw
a day when Covington might be called X-ray City.
The company donated $1,000 worth of X-ray
equipment for the new St. Elizabeth Hospital build
ing (see St. Elizabeth Medical Center). Accord
ing to the Kentucky Post, the Mayo Clinic pur
chased X-ray equipment only from this company,
and in 1916 Kelley hosted a dinner for Dr. R. D.
Carman of the Mayo Clinic at the Covington In
dustrial Club. In 1917 agroup of medical and army

officials joined with the company's technicians to
develop a mobile X-ray table unit for use in treating
military casualties. Dr. William David Coolidge,
from the General Electric laboratory, developed a
compatible portable generator and a compact air
cooled tube to be used in coordination with the

Kelley-Koett mobile X-ray unit.
Kelley-Koett developed special relationships
with hospitals, clinics, and doctors' offices. For the
Mayo clinic, it tested new ideas, solved problems,
and sold its instruments at cost, in return for de

riving profits from the innovations developed at
the clinic by the use of Kelley-Koett products. In
1928 Kelley-Koett recorded $2.5 million in sales;
but in 1929 the General Electric Company was
number one in the field of X-ray equipment. Gen
eral Electric held a patent that forced competitors
during the 1930s to purchase its “universal Coo
lidge tube.” Meanwhile, the Kelley-Koett Com
pany, continuing to compete, had developed a
laminator sensitive to body size and a scanograph
that compensated for the naturally distorted focus
of X-rays. The company was known for both its

quality products and its innovations, including an
improved rheostat, aconstant-potentialtransformer,
a model surge-protection device, and a long list of
others. One of the secrets of the local company's
success was cofounder Kelley's ability to make
family-like arrangements with independent deal
ers, many of whom were former employees of the
company or suppliers of its accessories. In 1925 the
company claimed to have domestic agents and ser
vice branches in 37 major cities.

KELLY, MARY ANN

Major troubles came to the company when
Kelley died (probably of cancer from X-ray expo
sure) soon after the stock market crash in 1929.

Koett, the company's other cofounder, was at this
time approaching age 70. Covington native and
long-time company employee George Edward
Geise (1889–1958) became the interim president.
Another Covington native, Wilbur Stanley Wer
ner (1895–1937), took over and served as president
for just three years before dying at age 43. As the
company foundered, bank officials on the board of
directors took control of the company and also be
came its financial caretakers. In 1938 one of these

men, Donald A. Eddy of the First National Bank of
Covington, succeeded Werner as the company's
president. After surviving the Great Depression,
as well as the flood of 1937, Kelley-Koett found
itself in the hands of officers detached from the

company's core culture.
The company still had one great opportunity to
turn around and prosper during the 1930s. At the
time, cancer rates had been increasing and hospi
tals worldwide looked for answers. Attempting to
capture this market, the Kelley-Koett Company, a
deep-therapy innovator, now sold a 250,000-volt
unit to the Rockefeller Foundation for a medical
center in China. Other orders followed. Werner su

pervised custom installation of additional units in
the Los Angeles Clinic in California, the Harper
Hospital in Detroit, Mich., and the Lincoln Hospi
tal in Lincoln, Neb. At Harper Hospital, the instal
lation, which cost the hospital $50,000, included
padding the surrounding walls with 26 tons of

lost to the Picker X-Ray Corporation, production
on a grand scale at the Kelley-Koett Company re
quired many workers. Complex X-ray apparatus
there was always assembled by hand. In 1943 the
army awarded the Covington company's officials
“E” awards for excellence. After World War II, the

Kelley-Koett Company, through a UN reliefagency,
sold X-ray equipment for the medical treatment of
civilian war casualties in the Soviet Union.

In the late 1940s, Kelley-Koett still had its busi
ness arrangement with the Mayo Clinic and en
joyed good relations with many loyal customers.
But the new managers liked to emphasize sales
productivity, and many shortsighted marketing
initiatives were tried. They included a cheaper X-ray
line, consumer products such as electric blankets,
and a cold war radiation-measuring device, manu
factured at a company facility in Cincinnati for the
Atomic Energy Commission's civilian defense
centers. Customers began to sense the company's
instability. Nevertheless, at the end, the company
professionals in the old factory in Covington still
produced a quality line of products, including a
new, sleek, 1950s Fleetwood X-ray table. In 1951
Tracerlab of Boston, Mass., purchased the Kelley
Koett Company. After Tracerlab, and then an
other owner, a French company purchased the
business. In 1964 the Covington factory was de
molished for urban renewal, but the Kelley-Koett
Company's trademark survived into the early
1970s. Several patents are still held by the Kelley
Koett Company and the engineers who worked
there.

lead. At the time of his death in 1937, Werner was

installing a 1.2-million-volt deep-therapy behe
moth costing $76,000 at the Miller Hospital in St.
Paul, Minn. In 1938 the Booth Memorial Hos

pital of Covington acquired a 200,000-volt Kelley
Koett deep-therapy unit. In 1939, thanks in large
part to the popularity of its deep-therapy units, the
Kelley-Koett Company was recovering financially
and 15 percent of its sales were overseas.
In 1941 Phillip Meyers, a prominent Cincin
nati businessman, purchased the Kelley-Koett
Company and appointed an MIT graduate engi
neer, Adolf Feibel, as president. In the pioneer years
for use of X-ray equipment leading up to and
through World War II, the Kelley-Koett Compa
ny's X-ray equipment was a standard-setter and
enjoyed prominence. From January through Sep
tember 1941, the company sold 18 different items
to the government for $650,000. During World
War II, the company sold adaptive industrial
X-ray units that were used for testing the integrity
of cast-metal airplane propellers and for detecting
and helping to disable underwater mines. How
ever, the aggressive Picker X-ray Corporation won a
contract for supplying the bulk of the military's
X-ray tables, and Picker's competitors, including the
Kelley Koett Company, were left to sell accessories.
The war effort still required Kelley-Koett to ex
pand production, to rent off-site warehouse space,
to add a second shift, and to hire women. The com

pany also loaned engineers and factory staff to the
military for special assignments and product de
velopment. Even without the orders that had been

Boh, John. “An International Edge, the Kelley-Koett
Company, 1903–1956." NKH 3, no. 2 (Spring
Summer 1996): 39-51.

“Covington Has Reason to Be Called X-Ray City,”
KP, March 27, 1927, 10.

“A Great Man Passes," KP, April 25, 1931, 4,

“New Company Incorporated," KP June 13, 1905, 2.
Reis, Jim. "X-Ray Business Put Covington on Map,"
KP August 6, 1984, 10K.
John Boh

KELLY, ADAM DAVID (b. July 19, 1860,
Carthage, N.C.; d. February 26, 1934, Covington,
Ky). Physician Adam Kelly attended public schools
in North Carolina and then entered Bennett Col

lege in Greensboro, N.C., receiving his AB in 1892.
He married Mary Wendell in Nashville,Tenn., and
in 1896 graduated from Nashville's Meharry Med
ical School. That same year, he moved to Coving
ton, Ky., and established his practice of general
medicine and surgery. Kelly became the second
African American medical doctor in the city. He
was well known throughout Kenton Co. In May
1912, Kelly was an organizer of the State Medical
Society of Colored Physicians, Surgeons, Dentists,
and Pharmacists, who had gathered in Covington.
Kelly also presented a paper, “Progress of Medicine
since the Civil War," at that meeting.
On July 23, 1919, tragedy struck Kelly and his
family. An intruder shot Kelly and his son in their
home at 514 Scott St. while they were sleeping.
Kelly's four-year-old son, Garland, died while on
the operating table at St. Elizabeth Hospital (see St.
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Elizabeth Medical Center). Dr. Kelly recovered
from his wound and continued his medical prac
tice. No one was ever charged with the shooting
Kelly was a trustee of the Ninth St. Methodist
Church and an active member of the local Republi
can Party. He was also involved with various fra
ternal organizations: Freemasons, the Eastern Star,
the Knights of Pythias, and Odd Fellows. He died
at age 73 and was buried at Linden Grove Ceme
tery in Covington.
"Colored Medical Men Meeting in Covington," KP,
May 10, 1912, 11.
Dabney, W. P. Cincinnati's Colored Citizens. Cin
cinnati: Dabney, 1926.
“Death,” KTS, March 1, 1934, 2.

“Investigation into Slaying of Physician's Son,” KTS,
July 24, 1919, 24.

“Negro Doctor and Son Shot by Intruder," KP, July 23,
1919, 1.

“Physician and Son Were Shot as They Slept," KTS,
July 23, 1919, 18.
Theodore H. H. Harris

KELLY, MARY ANN (b. September 15, 1925, Los
Angeles, Calif.; d. June 20, 2001, Edgewood, Ky).
Mary Ann Kelly, a television writer and advertiser
and an author, was the daughter of John Joseph
and Mary “Mayme" Farrell Kelly of Ludlow, Ky.
She graduated from the College of Mount St. Jo
seph in Cincinnati and did graduate work at Mar
quette University in Milwaukee, Wis., and at Xavier
University in Cincinnati. Kelly authored three
books, traveled the world, and was already em
ployed as a television program writer at WLW in
Cincinnati when the television station went on the

air in 1948. She wrote screenplays, conducted ad
vertising campaigns for the Ralph H. Jones Com
pany (Crosley Broadcasting's advertising firm in
Cincinnati), and never failed to have a perspective
on an issue or an outrageous tale to contribute.
Kelly's books summarize her style, The Trouble Is
Not in Your Set is almost an autobiography of
her 40 years in journalism. While at WLW televi
sion, she worked with Rod Serling, later the writer
of television's The Twilight Zone, and with Earl
Hamner, the creator of the television series The
Waltons.

Kelly was a pioneer woman in the written me
dia, in advertising, and in the broadcast world in
the region. In her spare time, Kelly wrote songs
and was a professional toy creator (see Toys). She
was a member of the Mother of God Catholic

Church in Covington. Kelly never married. After
her death from heart trouble in 2001 at St. Eliza

beth Medical Center South, her body was do
nated for medical research.

Billman, Rebecca. “Mary Ann Kelly." CE, July 3, 2001,
4B,

“Her Book Tunes in Early Days on Air of Cincinnati
TV,” KP December 15, 1990, 1K.

Kelly, Mary Ann. My Old Kentucky Home, Good
Night. Long Island, N.Y. Exposition Press, 1979.
“Rex” and the Single Girl. New York: Exposi
tion Press, 1978.
—. The Trouble Is Not in Your Set. Cincinnati:

C. J. Krehbiel, 1990.
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"Mary Ann Kelly, Author and World Traveler," KP.
June 23, 2001, 13A.

“Mary Ann Kelly Wrote Early Television Scripts—

Book Looks at City's Broadcasting," KE, July 3,
2001, B4.

Michael R. Sweeney
KENNEDY, THOMAS (b. 1741, Chester Co., Pa.;

d. August 1821, Covington, Ky.). Covington pio
neer Thomas Kennedy was the immigrant son of
Scots-Irish Presbyterians from Northern Ireland.
In 1767 he married a widow from Philadelphia,
Dinah Davis Piersel. In 1789 Francis Kennedy,
Thomas Kennedy's brother, arrived in Cincinnati
and established a ferry across the river to present
day Covington. Thomas Kennedy followed his
brother, and he either rented or made plans to pur

came from Scotland to join them. William and
James built a log cabin at Flagg Springs, which they
used as a base of operations in surveying most of
northern and eastern Campbell Co. At the time,
land surveying was a very lucrative occupation,
since surveyors typically received one-third of the
land surveyed for their services. The Kennedy fam
ily soon became one of the largest landowners in
the county. William died at Mentor, and it is be
lieved that he is buried nearby in a small family
graveyard along Smith Rd.
Wessling, Jack. Early History of Campbell County
Kentucky. Alexandria, Ky. Privately published,

summer residence. In 1852 William Kenner sold
Somerset Hall to Thomas Kevan. In 1854 Kevan

sold the house to balloonist Richard Clayton,

who later sold it to the Jenkins family. The A. B.
Closson family of Cincinnati were the next pur
chasers, residing there from 1875 until 1925. In
1926 the Unity Lodge of the Free and Accepted
Masons purchased Somerset Hall. The house be
came a private residence once again in 1997, when
Stephen and Paula Chapman bought it and re
stored it to its original splendor.
“How the City of Ludlow Just Missed Being Called
Hygeia," KP September 6, 1925,8.

1997.

Jack Wessling

“Ludlow,” KP, February 22, 1995, 1KK–2KK.
Marsh, Betsa. "A Legend in Ludlow." Cincinnati
Magazine, January 2003,93–96.

chase 200 acres at the confluence of the Ohio and

KENNER FAMILY. William Kenner, the father

"Summer Home, Closson House, now Masonic Lodge,"

Licking rivers from James Welch; he eventually
purchased the land in 1801. In the interim, Thomas
Kennedy operated the Kentucky side of his broth
er's ferry and in 1791 obtained a ferry license for
himself from Woodford Co., Virginia; in the same
year he began construction of a stone house that
stood in the rear of what is today Covington's
George Rogers Clark Park. In 1814 Thomas Ken
nedy sold his property to investors in the Coving
ton Company, a group that, in 1815, established the
town of Covington. In 1816 the Kennedy family

of two prominent Northern Kentucky landown
ers, and his brother-in-law Philip Minor were the

moved to their new home at the northwest corner

of Sixth and Greenup Sts. at Covington's southern
edge. Both Thomas and Dinah died in 1821 and
were buried in the city's pioneer Craig St. burying
grounds, located beyond the original town limits at
present-day Sixth and Craig Sts.; the couple's re
mains were later moved to Covington's Linden Grove
Cemetery. Considered by some the oldest house in
Covington except for the Kennedys' stone home
stead, Thomas and Dinah's last residence, at Sixth

earliest known owners of the land in Louisiana

KENNETT TAVERN. The old Kennett Tavern is

that became the Kenner Plantation. The partners

at the intersection of Shelby and Main Sts. in Fal
mouth, on the main east-west corridor linking the

made their fortune in the mercantile business and

by producing sugarcane. William and Mary Minor

town with the old Buffalo Trace area to the north

Kenner had four sons, Minor (1808–1862), Wil

and with Williamstown to the west (see Buffalo

liam Butler (1810–1853), George R. (1812–1852),

Traces). This route was not only a source of stage
coach and wagon travel but also a connection with
river commerce at the ports of Maysville in Mason
Co. and Foster in Bracken Co. An early stagecoach
stop, the Kennett Tavern also housed Union sol
diers during the Civil War. After 1854 passenger
service on the Kentucky Central Railroad re
placed stagecoach travel as the principal means of
transportation in the region. People using the Fal
mouth Railway Depot, a few blocks away, could
dine and stay overnight at the Kennett Tavern and
later at the Phoenix Hotel and the 3L Building. The
Kennett Tavern consists actually of two connected
Greek Revival style buildings, built around 1811.
The old brick masonry on the building was most
likely quarried from nearby clay pits. The lots on

and Duncan F. (1813–1887). When William Ken

ner died in 1830, his share of the plantation went to
his sons Duncan F. and George R. Kenner. In 1839
Duncan Kenner married Nanine Bringier, daugh
ter of a prominent Creole family. As a wedding
present to his wife, Kenner had a mansion built in
Louisiana, which he named Ashland, after Henry
Clay's estate in Lexington, Ky. The brothers Wil
liam Butler and George Kenner married sisters,
Ruhamah and Charlotte Riske, of Cincinnati.

In 1844 George Kenner (died 1852) bought 246
acres that included Elmwood Hall in Ludlow, Ky.
He bought the property from his brother-in-law

and Greenup Sts., was razed in 1904. Their stone

Israel Ludlow, to be used as a summer retreat from

house was razed in 1909.

the Louisiana heat and diseases. The next year he

“Obituary of Thomas Kennedy." Lexington Kentucky
Register, August 20, 1821.
Smith, Allen Webb. Beginning at “the Point,” a Doc
umented History of Northern Kentucky and Envi
rons, the Town of Covington in Particular, 1751–
1834. Park Hills, Ky:Self-published, 1977.
Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington

sold nine acres of the land to his brother William,

which the tavern stands, numbers 34 and 35, are

who probably built Somerset Hall nearby, also as a

where the first meeting was held to conduct the

and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890.” Ph.D. diss,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

John Boh

KENNEDY, WILLIAM (b. 1728, Cummock, Ay.
ershire, Scotland; d. May 16, 1799, Mentor, Ky).
William Kennedy was a Revolutionary War vet
eran and surveyor born at Cassiles, his family's es
tate in Scotland, where he married his first wife. On

May 31, 1760, his son James was born to that union.
It is believed that his wife died about this time, be
cause in 1765 William arrived in Colonial America

alone. He settled in Virginia, where he served with
the militia during the Revolutionary War. After the
war, he became a surveyor. On September 8, 1778,
he married his second wife, Mary C. Lindsey, and
they had one child. Kennedy and his family came to
Campbell Co., Kentucky, in 1789, and his son James

Ludlow News Enterprise, January 25, 1973, 1.

Kennett Tavern.

KENTON, SIMON

business of the newly founded Pendleton Co. in
1799. In 1814 Tyree Oldham willed this property to
his daughter, who married William C. Kennett.
Kennett established a tavern in the building. Both
the downstairs (the tavern) and the upstairs (hotel
rooms and apartments) continued in use into the
1880s. The tavern later gave way to a restaurant, an
ice cream parlor, a barbershop, and various other
retail businesses. Many of the windows and door
ways fronting on Main St. were altered over the
years but have been restored to their original con
figuration. Clark and Zelma Houchen, the lastown
ers of the Kennett Tavern before it was sold to the

city for restoration, purchased the building in the
1940s. It is one of 39 buildings on the National
Register of Historic Places within the central Fal

503

clothes around a campfire. One man was killed,
but Simon and the other man escaped. Nearly
naked, Kenton wandered the Kentucky wilderness

Clark assembled the Kentucky militia to rout the
Indians at their towns along the Little Miami River

barefoot for a week before finding some lone hunt.

Kenton scouting, Clark led 172 volunteers from
Fort Kaskaskia in the Illinois Territory 210 miles
eastward in 17 days to capture Vincennes in the
Indiana Territory.
Kenton was "tall and well proportioned," ac
cording to a 1782 description by Joel Collins, who
saw him march through Lexington after the Bat
tle of Blue Licks in Kentucky, August 19, 1782. At
this time, Kenton had the rank of captain. Kenton

ers along the banks of the Ohio River.
In 1774 the six-foot-one-inch Kenton served as

a scout, along with Simon Girty, in Lord Dun
more's War, an attempt by the governor of the
royal Virginia colony to quell Indian threats on the

frontier. Kenton crisscrossed the Ohio territory as
a courier between Dunmore's troops and back
woods volunteers. During these forays, Kenton
continued to learn the land and developed a skill
for which he became famous—shooting, reloading
his flintlock, and shooting again with marked ac
curacy while running at full speed. This ability

in Ohio, as well as to harass British forts. With

married Martha Dowden in 1787, after she died,

expecting the couple's fifth child, in a house fire in
1796, he married Elizabeth Jarboe in 1797. In all,
Kenton fathered nine children. From 1792 to 1794

mouth Historic District and is also the oldest com

saved Daniel Boone's life when Kenton shot a Shaw

Kenton fought along with “Mad” Anthony Wayne

mercial building within Falmouth. In 1995 Fal
mouth received a monetary grant to restore the old
tavern. The city clerknow occupies the first floor of
the building, while the upper floor remains under

nee warrior who was about to tomahawk Boone as

in Ohio in the Indian Wars.

the pair dashed toward the gate of the Boonesbor
ough settlement in Central Kentucky, while the
fort was under siege in April 1777.
In 1778, during a raid on the Shawnee village
near Chillicothe, Ohio, Kenton was captured. He

In April 1792, the middle-aged Kenton first
fought Tecumseh, an up-and-coming Shawnee

restoration.

Falmouth Outlook, February 14, 1995, 6.

celebrity scout, a prized captive, was paraded be
fore the Shawnee nation—including the 10-year
old Indian boy Tecumseh–and forced to run the
quarter-mile gauntlet five times. During Kenton's

stole horses from the Kentucky settlements, Ken
ton and his smaller force tried but failed to stop
them. A year later, Kenton led a retaliatory charge
againstaShawnee hunting camp in Ohio but failed
to catch Tecumseh off guard. While Kenton and
his troops plundered the camp, Tecumseh and his
warriors rounded up the settler's horses, leaving
the Kentuckians without transportation.
By 1795, Wayne had soundly defeated a coali

last ordeal, his skull was fractured and he was un

tion of 1,500 Indians at the Battle of Fallen Tim

conscious for two days. The Shawnee called him

bers. A new treaty was to be signed at Greenville,
Ohio, and each of the affected tribes was to be rep
resented by the principal chief, who had the au
thority to speak for his people. Kenton was at hand
to witness the opening of negotiations, which es
sentially reaffirmed the area land boundaries es
tablished 10 years before. This time around, sur
veyors wasted no time plotting out new towns
where the Indian villages had stood.
In 1799 Kenton moved from Kentucky to Ohio,
which was still a territory. In March 1806, while
riding with a friend near Urbana, Ohio, he stum
bled upon an Indian encampment where Tecum
seh was holding a war council. Kenton sounded a
general alarm among his neighbors and alerted
Ohio governor Edward Tiffin. When Tecumseh
was confronted, first by Kenton and a delegation
from Springfield, Ohio, then a few days later in a
letter from Tiffin, and once again at a banquet in
the new state capital of Chillicothe, where the
Shawnee chief was an honored guest, Tecumseh as
sured the Ohioans that his intentions were peace
ful. However, Kenton's instincts to the contrary
were correct; Tecumseh was biding his time until
his preparations were complete for executing his
master war plan. He had been building a coalition

was tied, hands bound, behind an unbroken colt
Mildred Belew

that was then sent galloping through the woods
and underbrush. Over the next several weeks, the

KENTON, SIMON (b. April 3, 1755, Fauquier
Co., Va.; d. April 29, 1836, New Jerusalem, Ohio).
Simon Kenton, the namesake of Kenton Co. and

Simon Kenton High School in Independence,
who first came to Northern Kentucky in 1772, is
credited with exploring, scouting, and settling
much of Ohio and Northern Kentucky, including
the Ohio and Licking River valleys and present
day Maysville. He was the seventh of Mark and
Mary Miller Kenton's nine children. A contempo
rary and friend of Daniel Boone and George
Rogers Clark, Kenton fled Fauquier Co., Va., to
the frontier in 1771, thinking that while in a jeal
ous rage he had killed a teenage rival. Kenton used
the assumed name Simon Butler until 1782, when

he learned that the victim of his rage was alive and
well. Kenton returned to Virginia and brought
much of his family to Kenton Station in Mason Co.
He personally welcomed thousands of pioneer
families to the area.

Kenton's introduction to the frontier began at
Fort Pitt (Pittsburgh, Pa.), where he first heard sto
ries of the dense cane fields south of the Ohio River

and where he first became acquainted with Simon
Girty, a scout and translator known as “the white
savage," and with Clark. From Fort Pitt, Kenton
and various companions drifted down the un
charted Ohio River more than 500 miles. For two

years Kenton traveled up and down the river ex
ploring streams and rivers, until he found the area
he was seeking, near present-day Maysville.
During these expeditions he became adept at

finding and interpreting the signs indicating that
American Indian hunting parties were in the area.
He was eager to assist the trappers and traders who
occasionally drifted by, and he earned a reputation
as an outstanding wilderness scout. Kenton
learned the land from often being on the run, be
ginning with an Indian attack in the winter of 1773
as he and two companions were drying their wet

leader. When Tecumseh and 100Shawnee warriors

“Cutta-ho-tha,” which he later learned meant "con

demned man"; the tribe planned to burn him at
the stake. As he poised to run his sixth gauntlet,
Kenton leaped over his tormentors in one of his
celebrated feats of strength, speed, and agility and
ran into the nearby woods but was quickly recap
tured. Hours before Kenton was to be killed, Girty,
who was working for the British and their Shawnee
allies, arrived with a returning war party. He rec
ognized Kenton and made an argument to save his
life. In Kenton, the Shawnees saw qualities they ad
mired: skill, cunning, strength, and courage, and
for three weeks, Kenton roamed free with Girty
and memorized the lay of the land. This proved
only to be a stay of execution; Kenton was again
bound, tortured, and condemned to die. The exe

cution was to take place at the British trading post
at Upper Sandusky in the Ohio Territory. During
the march to Sandusky, Kenton's arm and collar
bone were broken.

British captain Peter Drouillard persuaded the
Shawnees to surrender Kenton so that he could be

taken to the British fort at Detroit, Mich., for inter

rogation. Kenton formulated an escape plan and
stealthily amassed provisions for the long and haz
ardous journey back to Kentucky. Rather than flee
directly south, as might be expected, he slipped
west to the Wabash River in the Indiana Territory
and blazed through 400 miles of untracked forest
and prairie in 30 days. In 1779, months after his
escape, the British and the Indians began an as
sault on the Kentucky settlements to squash the
Revolutionary War and end the European inva
sion of the Indians' hunting grounds. In response,

of Indians from Ohio, as well as from Indiana and

Illinois, and he began hostilities with random at
tacks in the spring of 1812, supported, in part, by
the British. In June the U.S. Congress declared war
on Great Britain (see War of 1812).
A rumor that Kenton's son Simon Kenton Jr.,

who was serving under Gen. William Henry Har
rison, had been captured by Indians, led Kenton,
then age 58, to join Gen. Isaac Shelby's forces on
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their march from Kentucky to Canada. Their pur
pose was to engage the British general Henry Proc
tor and his Indian allies. Harrison cornered Proctor
on the Thames River in southwestern Ontario,

Canada, east of Detroit. The battle was over quickly
and Tecumseh was killed while leading the charge.
Tecumseh's death, which collapsed the Indian re
sistance in Ohio, ended Kenton's fighting days. Si
mon Kenton Jr. returned from the war unharmed.
Unable to read or write, Kenton struggled to man

age his finances and spent much of his later life in
poverty. During an 1820 visit to Kentucky, he was
imprisoned for more than a year for his debts. He
died in 1836 at New Jerusalem, Ohio. In 1863 he

was re-interred at the Urbana Cemetery in Urbana,
Ohio.

Clark, Thomas D. Simon Kenton: Kentucky Scout.

Ashland, Ky:Jesse Stuart Foundation, 1998.
Crain, Ray. Simon Kenton: The Great Frontiers
man. Urbana, Ohio. Main Graphics, 1992.
Eckert, Allan W. The Frontiersmen: A Narrative.
Boston: Little, Brown, 1967.
Edmunds, R. David, "The Thin Red Line: Tecumseh,

The Prophet and Shawnee Resistance." Timeline
Magazine 4, no. 6 (December 1987-January 1988):
2–19.

Kenton, Edna. Simon Kenton: His Life and Period.

Garden City, N.Y.: Country Life Press, 1930.
Klink, Carl F. Tecumseh: Fact and Fiction in Early
Records. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.; Prentice Hall,
1961.

He was elected to the Kentucky House of Repre
sentatives from the 53rd district in Fayette Co., serv
ing 1970–1971, and from the 75th District in Fayette
Co. for five consecutive terms (1972–1981), serving
as House Speaker from 1976 until 1981. He was the

youngest Speaker in the history of Kentucky and, at
that time, the youngest in the nation. Kenton's

grandfather W. T. Kenton was also a member of the
Kentucky House of Representatives and served for
several terms, and his great-grandfather Eldrige
Kenton served in both the Kentucky House of Rep
resentatives and the Kentucky Senate in the 1880s.
As House Speaker, Kenton was the principal
advocate of his era for greater legislative indepen
dence and legislative responsibility. His efforts led
to the televising of legislative sessions statewide on
Kentucky Educational Television. He believed this
was the most important reform in the Kentucky
House in his time. He helped to make meetings of
legislative committees, where witnesses are heard
and key decisions made, open to the press and the
public.
During his years as House Speaker, Kenton
also championed meaningful legislative oversight
of the executive branch, a departure from the cus
tom and practice then prevailing. A series of reve
lations concerning no-bid personal-service con
tracts led to the formation of the Program Review
and Investigation Committee of the House of Rep
resentatives, a committee that continues to oper

House of Representatives during three legislative
sessions. He brought order to what had been an
often-unruly legislative body. In so doing, he shat
tered several House Speaker's gavels and met all
jokes about it with good humor. He became known
affectionately as "Boom-Boom."

From an early age Kenton had wanted to be
come governor someday, and he made no effort to
hide thisambition. He had begun to appear onlists
of potential candidates in an upcoming governor's
race when he was stricken in early November 1981
with a pulmonary embolism that quickly led to
heart and kidney failure. He died at the University
of Kentucky teaching hospital named for Chand
ler, his mentor. As he struggled for life and while
details of his illness were front-page news for sev
eral days across Kentucky, he was reelected to the
Kentucky House of Representatives by his constit
uents in Lexington's 75th legislative district. Ken
ton was 40 years old when he died, leaving his wife
and two small children; he was buried at Maysville
Cemetery. His widow, Carolyn Kenton, was elected
to succeed him as state representative in 1982. In a
memorial service in the chamber of the Kentucky
House of Representatives when the legislature re
convened in 1982, Governor Brown said, “No one

person in our lifetime has had such an impact on this
body.” A Kentucky Historical Highway Marker at
Second and Limestone Sts. in Maysville, in front of
the old Maysville High School, honors Kenton.

ate. And Kenton initiated and led to enactment an

Simmons, David A. “Simon Kenton." Timeline Mag
azine 5, no. 2 (April–May 1988): 56-61.
Stephen M. West
KENTON, WILLIAM G. (b. August 28, 1941,
Maysville, Ky.; d. November 5, 1981, Lexington,
Ky). Legislator William Gordon Kenton was the
son of William Gordon Kenton Sr. and Martha

Roden Kenton. It was reported that he founded the
Mason Co. chapter of the Kentucky Young Demo
crats at age 14. An early mentor of his was Albert B.
“Happy” Chandler, whom he met when Chandler
visited Maysville High School in 1955, during Ken
ton's freshman year. After Chandler (1935–1939
and 1955–1959) was elected governor of Kentucky
for his second term that same year, he invited Ken
ton to a ceremony in Frankfort. The school officials
made it known that Kenton could attend but would

be charged with an unexcused absence for the day,
so Chandler moved the ceremony to Maysville.
Kenton left his studies at the University of Virginia
in Charlottesville, Va., to work in Chandler's cam

paign for a third term as governor in 1963; Chan
dler lost, and Kenton earned his undergraduate
degree that year at the University of Kentucky at
Lexington (UK). He graduated from the UK Law
School in 1966 and began to practice with a firm in
downtown Lexington.
As an attorney, he represented the cast of a pro
duction in Lexington of Oh! Calcutta, a Broadway
musical with sexual themes. Kenton won acquit
tals for his clients, who had been charged with ob
scenity. He said at the time, “It’s not a question of
whether it's appealing. My responsibility is to rep
resent clients and protect their rights."

amendment to the Kentucky Constitution to per
mit the legislature to override a governor's veto.
Even given his ambition for legislative inde
pendence, Kenton worked well as House Speaker
with three different administrations to produce
large increases in funding for education at every
level. He also sponsored and led to passage the
Homestead Exemption, a tax discount for older

“Assembly Pauses to Honor Kenton,” Lexington Her
ald, January 6, 1982, A5.
“The Lost Leader," Lexington Herald, November 6,
1981, A14.

Jim Dady
KENTON BAPTIST CHURCH. The Kenton

homeowners that remains law. Kenton cam

Baptist Church was organized on November 7, 1937,
at a meeting of the founders and local Baptist minis

paigned for reelection on his support for the repeal

ters at Kenton Station in southern Kenton Co. The

of the sales taxon food, prescription medicine, and

original membership consisted of people from the
nearby churches of Calvary Baptist, Hickory
Grove Baptist, Latonia Baptist, Oak Island Bap
tist, and Baptist churches in Elsmere, Independence,
and Morning View, as well as three candidates for
baptism. The first pastor, Harold Lee Davis Jr., was
called to serve the following week. By September
1939, the church's membership had grown to 57 and
the congregation had applied for admittance to the
North Bend Association of Baptists (now Northern
Kentucky Baptist Association). Weekly services,
held in the Kenton Station Rd, church building, be
gan in 1945 after eight years of biweekly worship. In
1952 the church purchased 1.8 acres on Ky. Rt. 177
(Decoursey Pk) and broke ground for the current
facility on April 11, 1965; only the basement was

utility bills and for the passing of House Bill 44,
which remains a significant restraint on increases
in local property taxes.
Kenton sponsored legislation to create the Ken
tucky Cancer Commission and was named its first
chairman. He was the principal advocate for the es
tablishment of the Kentucky Horse Park, the tour
ist attraction located on Ironworks Pk, in Fayette
Co. After a brief tussle between Kenton and Gover

nor John Y. Brown Jr. (1979–1983), which Kenton

won, the Kentucky Horse Park board was made in
dependent of the Kentucky Parks Department.
Without apology, Kenton espoused state gov
ernment as an agent for social, educational, and
economic opportunity for everyday Kentuckians.
He thought politics an eminently respectable pro
fession. A master parliamentarian, he is said to
have run a "tight ship" as House Speaker. He was a
prominent representative of Kentucky in national
and regional legislative associations. With his
broad body, his resonant, deep bass voice, his in
gratiating manner, and his pristine reputation,
Kenton became the appealing public face of the
state legislature and dominated the Kentucky

built at that time. On November 14, 1965, after the

final Sunday School at the old building, the mem
bers marched up Decoursey Pk, to the new church
for the first worship service there. Construction on
the sanctuary began in July 1970 and was completed
in November of that year. Current services continue
to be held in this building. The church has from the
earliest days been a supporter of missions and vari
ous community projects.

KENTON CO.

"Kenton Baptist Church History," 1987, Kenton Baptist
Church, Kenton Station, Ky.

Stars and the Ludlows, entered the professional

Kenton Baptist Church Minutes, November 7, 1937,
Kenton Baptist Church, Kenton Station Ky.

sociation, however, found itself competing with a
thriving Cincinnati Reds club, the defending 1882
American Association champions. For about the
same ticket price, the nearby Cincinnati Reds pro
vided fans better-quality baseball entertainment
than the Kentons could. Like most early profes

Andrea Watkins
KENTON BASE BALL ASSOCIATION. The

Kenton Base Ball Association was a professional
baseball team organized in 1883 and based in Cov
ington. The formation of this team, nicknamed
the Kentons, signaled a return of professional base
ball to Northern Kentucky after a six-year absence.
Though unaffiliated with any league, the Kentons
were members of the American Alliance, which was
a loose collection of teams linked to the American

Association, an early rival of the National League
that included the Cincinnati Reds among its mem
bers. The American Alliance sought to protect own
ers and suppress player movement by prohibiting
member teams from signing players who broke con
tracts with other Alliance clubs. The Kentons were

owned by a group of Covington civic and business
leaders, most notably hatter A. L. Brown, building
contractor Charles McDonald, and real estate devel

oper and long-time Covington city assessor John
Whitney.
The Kentons, sporting white uniforms with
maroon caps and red stockings, played at the Ken
ton Park in Covington. Located at Washington and
17th Sts., near the Kentucky Central Railroad
tracks, Kenton Park had a covered wooden grand
stand with a seating capacity of approximately
3,500. Some adventurous fans avoided the 25-cent

admission price by climbing atop freight cars to
view the games.
Compared to the Star Base Ball Club of Cov
ington and the Ludlow Base Ball Club that had op
erated a decade earlier (see Baseball, Early Pro
fessional), the Kentons were probably a notch
or two lower in the professional baseball pecking
order. The Kentons, like the Stars and the Ludlows,

played professional and amateur teams throughout
the Midwest; however, the Kentons played far fewer
games against major league teams. While the Stars
and the Ludlows sometimes defeated their more

established opponents, the Kentons lost all three
games they played against major league teams—
two of these contests were with the Cincinnati Reds,

and one was with the National League Detroit Wol
verines. The Kentons' lineup featured several for
mer and future major leaguers, including locals Ed
Kennedy of Bellevue, Reddy Mack of Newport, and
William “Mox" McQuery and John Shoupe from
Covington (see Baseball).
Moses Fleetwood Walker, a catcher for the To

ledo Blue Stockings, was probably the most famous
baseball player to play at Kenton Park. Walker is
widely considered the last African American to
play major league baseball before Jackie Robinson.

The Covington Daily Commonwealth urged fans
to attend the Kentons-Toledogame to see the "great
colored catcher."

Changes to the Cincinnatibaseball market since
the mid-1870s made profitability elusive for the
Kentons. Cincinnati had no professional baseball
team when the two earlier teams, the Covington

baseball arena in 1875. The Kenton Base Ball As

sional baseball teams, the Kentons were underfi

nanced. Though successful on the field—the team
won over 60 percent of its games—the Kentons
sank into debt. Even the scheduling of several pop
ular Sunday home games could not put the team in
the black. Faced with liens against its assets, the
Kentons baseball team folded during the 1884
SeaSOIn.
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Elmwood Hall, still standing in present-day Ludlow.
John W. Stevenson (1812–1886), a Virginia native
and a Covington attorney, became a Kentucky gov
ernor (1867–1871) and a U.S. senator. John G. Car

lisle (1835–1910), a Democrat who had displayed
Southern sympathies,became the Speaker of the U.S.
House of Representatives, a U.S.Senator, and the U.S.
Secretary of the Treasury. Covington attorney Wil

liam Goebel (1856–1900) emerged during the late
1880s as the leader of the Progressive wing of the
Democratic Party. After a contentious election for
Kentucky governor, Goebel was declared elected in
January 1900, was shot, was sworn into office, and
died soon thereafter, the only sittinggovernor in the
United States ever to be assassinated. Dr. Louise

Southgate (1857–1941) was an early female physi
cian and activist. Richard P. Ernst (1858–1934),

“The City,” DC, March 27, 1883,2; April 21, 1883,2.
“Covington," Cincinnati Commercial Gazette, Oc
tober 22, 1883, 7.

Hopkins, G. M. City Atlas of Covington, Kentucky.
Philadelphia; G. M. Hopkins, 1877.
“Incorporation Notice, Kenton Base Ball Association,
of Covington, Ky.," DC, March 30, 1883, 3.
“The Kenton Base Ball Club," DC, January 22,
1883, 2.

“Local News," DC, April 10, 1884, 4.

from a banking family in Kenton Co., helped to fi
nance the establishment of the YMCA in Coving
ton and later, from 1921 to 1927, was a Republican
U.S. senator. Kenton Co. resident Brent Spence
(1874–1967), from pioneer family stockin Campbell
Co., was an influential New Deal congressman from
1931 to 1963; it was Spence whosecured for Coving
ton its public housing, its floodwalls, and funding
for urban renewal, he is also credited with having
Covington chosen as the site of an Internal Reve

Greg Perkins
nue Service Center.

Historic landmarks abound in Kenton Co.

KENTON CO. Situated along the Ohio River,
Kenton Co. is bordered by Boone Co. on the west,
Campbell Co. on the east, and Grant and Pendle
ton counties on the south. It encompasses 162
square miles. Bridges connect the county to Cin
cinnati across the Ohio River and to Newport and
Campbell Co. across the Licking River. The Ken
tucky legislature created Kenton Co. in 1840 out of
Campbell Co., with the Licking River, the Ohio
River, and Dry Creek as the new county's natural
boundaries. The town of Independence, at Kenton
Co.'s geographic center, was established as a rural
county seat. In the 1850s a second courthouse was
established in rapidly growing Covington, the site
of most of the new county's court proceedings. The
population of Kenton Co. was 7,816 in 1840, 17,038
in 1850, more than 129,000 in 1970, 137,000 in
1980, and 142,000 in 1990. After the Civil War,
African Americans moved from the South to the

North in steady numbers. Before widespread inte
gration began in the United States during the 1960s,
many African Americans had settled north of the
Ohio River. Nevertheless, Eastside Covington
and Elsmere had and continue to have substantial

black populations.
Many notable people have been associated with
Kenton Co. Thomas Sandford (1762–1808) repre
sented Northern Kentucky in 1799 at the second
Kentucky Constitutional Convention, in the Ken
tucky legislature, and in the U.S. Congress from
1803 to 1807. Born in New York City, Richard
Southgate (1774–1857) was the patriarch of a prom
inent Northern Kentucky family; he was also a law
yer and a landholder in both Kenton and Campbell
counties. Thomas D. Carneal (1786–1860), a

cofounder of the city of Covington and aland devel
oper in Kenton Co., acquired 968 acres and built

One of the foremost is the Point, at the juncture of

the Licking and Ohio rivers, a site visited in 1751 by
one of Kentucky's first explorers, Christopher
Gist. Mary Ingles is also known to have passed
by the Point during her legendary escape from In
dians in 1756. On another occasion, in 1771,

Simon Kenton (1755–1836) and two companions
visited the Point. In 1779 the Kentucky militia de
parted from the Point to engage in war against the
Indians living north of the Ohio River; and in 1780
some 1,000 men under George Rogers Clark
gathered for another Indian campaign north of the
Ohio River. A decade later, in 1793, Leonard Cov

ington (1766–1813), for whom Kenton Co.'s largest
city was named, drilled militia at the Point under
U.S. general Mad Anthony Wayne; and later Ken
nedy's Ferry, operating from the Point in Coving
ton, served Fort Washington, across the river in
Ohio, during the War of 1812. In 1832 Simon
Kenton, then residing at Urbana, Ohio, because of
illness, cut short his return trip to the Point for a
promised reunion of veteran militia.
Banklick Creek, which runsalong the 3-LHigh
way (Ky. Rt. 17), was also an important landmark
and one of the parts of Campbell Co. used to form
Kenton Co. James Taylor (1769–1848), who
helped found Newport during the 1790s, when
Kenton Co. was still part of Campbell Co., ac
quired a farm and operated a mill on Banklick
Creek. His contemporary, Revolutionary War
veteran William DeCoursey (1756–1841), for
whom Decoursey Pk. (Ky. Rt. 16) in Kenton Co. is
named, later also settled at the Licking River near
Banklick Creek, where he obtained authorization

to operate a ferry.
Of the roads in Kenton Co., a lane at the prop
erty of Robert Kyle, who lived near present-day
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Pike St. and Madison Ave. in Covington, was ear
lier a buffalo trace. In 1793 the Kentucky legisla
ture ordered the marking of a road from Frankfort
to Cincinnati. Later, Campbell Co. justices of the
peace ordered a road from DeCoursey's Ferry to
the Georgetown Rd. Abner Gaines established a
stagecoach line between Covington and George
town and later built the Gaines Tavern (still

standing) in present-day Walton. In 1839 the Ken
tucky legislature chartered the Banklick Turn
pike Company in Kenton Co. to modernize and
macadamize the surface, and then rechartered it in

1845, after a financial panic.
From the mid-1820s, the Banklick Rd. was sur

passed in local volume by a road to Lexington that
led through eastern Boone Co. In 1834 the Kentucky
legislature chartered the Covington and Lexing
ton Turnpike Company (bypassing the Banklick
Rd.), and the final macadamizing of this turnpike to
Lexington in the early 1850s accelerated Coving
ton's development, as did the opening of the Cov
ington and Lexington Railroad in 1854 and the
John A. Roebling Bridge in 1867–1868. Formany
years, Northern Kentucky truck farmers favored
sending their produce to Cincinnati markets. Simi
larly, in some years producers throughout Kentucky
provided half the number of hogs slaughtered in

for brewing (see Brewing Industry; Bavarian
Brewing Company), brickyards, bronze and

brass products (see Michaels Art Bronze Com
pany), candy and ice cream manufacturing,
dairies, distilling (see Distilleries; Walsh Dis
tillery, New England Distillery), glassmaking
(see Hemingray Glass Company), icehouses,
iron and steel manufacturing (see Stewart
Iron Works), locomotives (see Covington Loco
motive and Manufacturing Works; Houston,
Stanwood & Gamble Company), lumber, ma
chine tools, meatpacking (see Goetta), packaging
equipment (see R.A. Jones & Company Inc.),
paper bags (see Duro Bag Manufacturing Com
pany), safes and locks, textiles and cordage, to
bacco products, toys, trucks, wine production (see
Gibson Wine Company; Monte Casino), and
X-ray equipment (see Kelley-Koett Company).
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rated in 1962, was typical ofthe population changes
occurring in Kenton Co. as citizens fled Coving
ton for the suburbs. Numbering a only few hun
dred residents when first incorporated, Villa Hills
by 1990 had a population of 7,739. Likewise, Delta
Air Lines, with its hub at the Cincinnati/North

ern Kentucky International Airport in Boone
Co., became a major employer drawing many new
suburban residents when it built a $46 million ter
minal in 1987.
In Kenton Co., as in all of the counties of

Northern Kentucky historically, tobacco has been
an important economic component. In 1845, 22

Covington tobacco businesses manufactured
$300,000–$400,000 in products annually. And by
1880 Covington's tobacco companies were pro
ducing 2.5 million pounds of plug and fine chew
ing tobacco. The development of white burley

In 1869 the Louisville, Cincinnati, and Lex

tobacco after 1860 led to an increase in the to

ington Railroad (LC&L) reached Covington. In
1883 the Latonia Agricultural Association estab
lished the Latonia Racecourse adjacent to the
LC&L, whose passenger trains conveyed patrons

bacco trade through Cincinnati and Northern
Kentucky as more farmers in Northern Kentucky
and the Central Bluegrass region of Kentucky be
gan growing this variety. County extension ser
vices throughout Kentucky taught boys farming

to the famous racetrack. Electric streetcar service

was extended to the racetrack in 1893. Racing top
thoroughbreds and offering substantial purses, the

and related skills. Then in 1926, Marie Binder

Churchill Downs in Louisville. It closed in 1939. In

Rich, one of three graduates in 1916 of the Inde
pendence High School, helped start an educa
tional extension service for girls by funding
home economics training at Kenton Co.'s Piner

and became a bedroom suburb of Cincinnati. Cov

1877 passenger and freight service began in Ken

School.

ington's population was 743 in 1830, more than
2,000 in 1840,9000 in 1850, and greater than 16,000

ton Co. on the Cincinnati Southern Railroad's

Truck farming has also been important in
Kenton Co. Still operating south of Covington
near Erlanger in Kenton Co. is the Tewes poultry
farm, visible from I-75. The Kruempelmann truck
farm on the Dixie Highway in Fort Mitchell oper

Latonia Racecourse achieved a status similar to

Cincinnati. Businesses with ties to Cincinnati often

that of Keeneland Race Course in Lexington and

located in Northern Kentucky as Covington grew

in 1860.

In 1862 Confederate soldiers advanced into

Boone Co. toward the line of military fortifications
constructed in Kenton Co. from Ludlow into Camp
bell Co. Besides discouraging the invaders, these
forts and fortifications (see Civil War Fortifica

tions) permanently marked the landscape in both
counties as places in Civil War history. Union
general U.S. Grant's parents resided in Covington,
and although consensus favored the Union, pro
Southern sentiments in Covington and other parts
of Northern Kentucky were also strong. Thereafter,
Covington and most of Kenton Co. joined Ken

tucky in becoming bastions of strength for the
Democratic Party, which had joined with emerg
ing Progressive elements to dominate the county's
politics. However, in 2006, for the first time, the
number of Republicans registered to vote in Ken
ton Co. exceeded the number of Democrats.

Throughout the 19th century, Kenton Co. was
a focal point for German and Irish settlement (see
German Americans; Irish Americans). After

the Civil War, the county African American popu
lation steadily grew, as freed black slaves left rural
areas for cities such as Covington (see African
Americans). The institutions that these ethnic

groups established made the county a cosmopoli
tan center for its day. By 1850, ten years after its cre
ation, Kenton Co. was the second-most-populous
county in Kentucky, with 16,117 people, and
Covington was the second-largest city in Ken
tucky, with a population of 9,408, trailing only
Louisville, Kenton Co. was a major industrial cen
terthroughout the 19th and 20th centuries, known

new tracks out of Ludlow. Later, the railroad cor

poration leasing the tracks established express ser
vice between Richwood Station and Cincinnati.
With offers of free or discounted commuter ser

vice, the railroad enticed homebuyers to populate
new subdivision developments in Erlanger and
Crescent Springs. West from Covington, along the
Ohio River, the Dry Creek Turnpike connected to
the Anderson Ferry in Boone Co.
In 1912 Kentucky established a state highway
commission. At that time, Kenton Co. purchased
toll roads and eliminated tollbooths in the county.
As a part of the new interstate Dixie Highway
(U.S. 25), the Covington and Lexington Turnpike

ated from about 1865 until 1995. Besides deliver

in Kenton Co. was widened to 18 feet and modern

town's population was almost 30,000 in 1880, al

ized to two lanes of concrete. In 1921 contractors

most 43,000 in 1900,65,000 in 1930, 60,000 in 1960,
and 52,500 in 1970. At the time, a Northern Ken

completed paving from Covington into Florence.
Thereafter gas stations, a gourmet strip of restau
rants, and other businesses thrived along the new
Dixie Highway. Today, traveling on the Dixie
Highway south from Covington in Kenton Co.,
one passes through Park Hills, Fort Wright, Fort
Mitchell, Lakeside Park, Crestview Hills, Edge
wood, Erlanger, and Elsmere, before entering
Boone Co. The old Dry Creek Baptist Church in
Kenton Co. still stands as a residence at the junc
ture of Dixie Highway and Buttermilk Pk in Fort
Mitchell, and the old Five Mile House (see Barley
corn's Five Mile House) opposite Turkeyfoot
Rd. in Lakeside Park has become a permanent res
taurant. I-75, which runs through Kenton Co., was
opened in 1962–1963, and in the 1970s the entire
I-275 Circle Freeway was completed through Ken
ton Co. These expressways led to a rapid subur
banization. Villa Hills, a postwar suburb incorpo

ing produce to the Pearl St. Produce Market in
Cincinnati, Henry Kruempelmann, the farm's
owner, supplied the large Castellini produce oper
ation in Cincinnati with fresh farm goods.
In 1929 L. B. Wilson, who owned the Liberty
Bank and several downtown theaters in Covington,
started WCKY radio station, just as Covington's
population was peaking. But after World War II,
Covington experienced a population decline. The

tucky industrial park, drawing industry away from
the cities to the suburbs, had opened in Boone Co.
In 1976 the Florence Mall in Boone Co. opened
with Sears and JCPenney as tenants, both stores
having once been successful enterprises in down
town Covington (see Covington, Downtown).
Locally owned Covington stores, including Eiler
man & Sons, Men's Clothiers and John R.

Coppin, went out of business. The new Northern
Kentucky Convention Center opened in down
town Covington in 1998, and a year later, a new
federal courthouse opened nearby on W. Fifth St.
The county, after opening a new high-rise building
in Covington that houses its offices and the jail, in
1999 also opened its new courthouse in Covington
on Madison Ave., near RiverCenter.

Established in 1921 by the Benedictine Sisters
of Covington, Villa Madonna College relocated to
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Crestview Hills in 1968, and in a dedication cere

mony featuring a visit and speech by President
Lyndon B. Johnson (1963–1969) became Thomas
More College. Covington is home to a number of
cultural institutions, including the Baker-Hunt
Foundation, the Behringer-Crawford Mu
seum, and the Carnegie Visual and Perform
ing Arts Center.

Of the several catastrophes that have occurred
in Kenton Co., the Ohio River flood of 1937, which

inflicted great damage on all the county's river
communities, remains the most memorable.

Currently, major employers include Fidelity
Investments (Covington), the Internal Revenue
Service Center (Covington), and the St. Elizabeth
Medical Center (Edgewood and Covington). In
2002 shipments from Kenton Co.'s manufacturers
totaled $1.2 billion, and the county's wholesale trade
was nearly $2 billion. In 2000 Kenton Co.'s popula
tion, at 151,464, was the third-highest among Ken
tucky counties.
Crowley, Patrick. “Study: Airport Driving Growth,"
KE, B1–B2.

Gastright, Joseph F. Gentlemen Farmers to City
Folks: A Study of Wallace Woods, Covington,
Kentucky. Cincinnati: Cincinnati Historical Soci
ety, 1980.
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1751–1834. Park Hills, Ky., Self-published, 1977.
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Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

John Boh
KENTON CO. PUBLIC LIBRARY. The Kenton

Co. Public Library was created in 1967, when county
voters signed petitions establishing the county li
brary district, to be funded by a tax on property
owners.TheCovington Public Library,the Erlanger
Elsmere Library, and the Kenton Co. Bookmobile
were merged to create the county library system.
The Covington Public Library, opened in 1901,
provided services free to city residents, since the li
brary was funded with city funds. Located in a Car
negie building at Robbins and Scott Sts. in Coving
ton beginning in 1902, the library periodically
made arrangements to provide services to county
residents outside the city, but the lackoffunding for
basic services prevented establishing permanent
arrangements for serving county residents.

The Erlanger-Elsmere Library, established by
the Erlanger Woman's Club in 1911, provided ser
vices for suburban residents. The members of the

Erlanger Woman's Club served as a volunteer staff,
raised funds for expenses, and received materials
for the collection. Limited funding was received
from the cities of Erlanger and Elsmere. The library

occupied several buildings in Erlanger and Elsmere
until 1958, when a house was purchased on Bartlett
Ave. in Erlanger. From 1928 until 1942, the Erlanger
Elsmere Library was operated by the Covington
Public Library. Lack of funding from the cities of
Erlanger and Elsmere resulted in a return of man
agement to the Erlanger Woman's Club until the
county library system was established.

pointed the head librarian and the Kenton Co.
Public Library had assumed control of the Cov
ington Public Library, the Erlanger-Elsmere Li
brary, and the Kenton Co. Bookmobile. A new
$21,000 bookmobile was also purchased and trans
ferred to the country's library system by the state.
One of the first duties of the new board was to

selectasite for a new library to replace the outdated
Carnegie library building in Covington. The City
of Covington and the library board agreed on a site
in town at the corner of Fifth and Scott Sts. The site

funding for a bookmobile to serve rural residents
of the county. The bookmobile contained more
than 3,000 books and made stops throughout the
county at schools, firehouses, and other commu
nity locations. By 1964 more than 150,000 books
had been circulated by the bookmobile. That same
year, a small library was established in the Crescent
Springs Presbyterian Church.

was declared an urban renewal project and the city
subsequently condemned the property to enable
acquisition. Robert Ehmet Hayes was chosen as
the architect for the new library building. In De
cember 1971 the official groundbreaking ceremony
took place, and construction of a new Kenton Co.
library was under way. On Monday, January 21,
1974, at 502 Scott St., it opened its doors. The new
$1.4 million library won the prestigious Honors
Award of the Kentucky Society of Architects for its
designer, Robert Ehmet Hayes and Associates.
The library board now sought a site for a new
Erlanger branch library to replace the two-story

For each of these libraries and the bookmobile,

converted house on Bartlett Ave. In 1976 a site at

inadequate funding stood in the way of providing
quality services. Consultants reported that the
Covington Public Library was operating far below
the standards set by the American Library Associ
ation, while the Erlanger-Elsmere Library and the
bookmobile had no professional staff and limited
resources for the purchase of new materials. In
April 1967, a committee of Kenton Co. residents
began a campaign to form a countywide library
district with sufficient reliable funding. A county
system would be eligible for state and federal aid.

the corner of Dixie Highway (U.S. 25) and Mont
gomery St. was chosen because it had the greatest
volume oftrafficandofferedgood visibility. The new
Erlangerbranchlibrary, a $1 million, 15,800-square
foot building at 3130 Dixie Highway, with five
times the capacity of the former branch, was com
pleted and opened to the public in September

In 1953 the Kenton Co. Fiscal Court obtained

Thousands of free books, records, and films from

the Kentucky Department of Libraries would be
available to a county system. The new public li
brary system would also allow for the construction
of a new $1.1 million main library, expansion of
the Erlanger-Elsmere Library, and the addition of
another bookmobile. The library would be free to
everyone in Kenton Co.

Clyde Middleton and Laurence Grause were
cochairmen of a committee that asked for 1,000

volunteers to obtain signatures from county resi
dents for the petition drive, scheduled during the
week of April 23–30, 1967. Businesses placed mes
sages about the campaign on their outdoor signs,
and volunteers went from door to door asking for
signatures. The petition needed 14,865 signatures,
or 51 percent of the number of voters casting bal
lots in the previous general election. The campaign
was successful, obtaining more than 16,000 signa
tures, so the Kenton Co. Fiscal Court accepted the
petition and issued an order that the library tax
appear on the county's October tax bills.
By October 1967, Covington city commission
ers had approved the agreement to transfer the
Covington Library operation to the new Kenton
Co. Library District. Kenton Co.judge James Dress
man appointed a new library board, made up of
Mrs. Harry Carl, Mrs. Ruth Eubank, Joseph
Gausepohl, Laurence Grause, and George Weidner.
By January 1968, Mary Ann Mongan had been ap

1978.

Joining the Kenton Co. Library staff in 1974
was Covington native Michael Averdick, who served
on the library's staff for the next 23 years. As asso
ciate director, he was responsible for beginning the
local history and genealogy collection that pre
served many Northern Kentucky records and was
later acclaimed as the region's most outstanding
collection.

With the expansion of the library system, oper
ating moneys became an issue during the late
1970s and 1980s because library funding was lim
ited by the Kentucky legislature and double-digit
inflation presented additional challenges. Cutbacks
in library services were required: one bookmobile
was eliminated, library hours were reduced, and
spending for books and materials was decreased.
Additional financial and material support was re
ceived, however, from the Friends of the Kenton

Co. Public Library, an organization that was
formed in 1979 under the leadership of Kathy
Baker and Ruth Eubank, who had worked on the

petition drive that created the library. The organi
zation collected donated books and held booksales

to support library programs.
Circulation of materials by the library system
increased substantially during the 1970s, go
ing from 290,150 in 1969–1970 to 667,412 in
1979–1980. As the suburban population grew and
the population in Covington decreased, usage
shifted toward the Erlangerbranch library. Also, as
population in the county moved southward, the
bookmobile schedule was adjusted to allow more
stops in southern Kenton Co. In the mid-1980s,

KENTON CO. SCHOOL DISTRICT

the county library board asked library staff to com
plete a feasibility study for constructing a branch
library in the southern half of the county. How
ever, since funding was not available to construct a
new library branch building at that time, the idea
was put on hold.
The library staff also focused on services for
persons who were unable to visit the library because
of disabilities. Free delivery of library materials was
provided for homebound individuals. In 1980 the
Northern Kentucky branch of the Kentucky Talk
ing Book Library was established at the main li
brary in Covington to serve an eight-county North
ern Kentucky region, offering books recorded on
audiocassettes for visually impaired users and those
who could not physically hold a book.
Technology became a more important part of
the county library's service during the late 1980s. By
1990 the library was ready for automation of all cir
culation and cataloging records. The library system
was closed from August 6 through August 18, 1990,
so that scannable barcodes could be added to library
items. The process of circulating materials and
checking the library's catalog of materials was revo
lutionized. New formats of materials were also added

to the library's collections as technology advanced.
Videos were first made part of the library's collec
tion in 1986. As compact discs and CD-ROMs be
came available, they were also offered to the public.
Once automation of the library's records was
completed, attention focused on services for the
growing central and southern portions of Kenton
Co. In November 1992, the board purchased prop
erty at 8477 Taylor Mill Rd. in Independence for a
branch, and construction of this long-awaited facil
ity began in 1994. With the opening of the branchli
brary at Independence, the bookmobile, which had
served so many rural residents, was discontinued.
At the grand opening of the Independence
branch of the Kenton Co. Library, on May 21, 1995,
more than 600 residents came to celebrate the new

facility. The state librarian of Kentucky, Jim Nelson,
speaking at the opening ceremony, remarked that
he had never seen such an outpouring of commu
nity support at a library opening. During the first
full month of operation, the library's branch in In
dependence checked out more than 18,000 items.
In the mid-1990s, the library board of trustees
instituted its first long-range planning process for
the library. Directed by board vice-president Rich
ard Gibeau, the process resulted in an ambitious
program of improvements adopted by the board in
1997. The improvements focused on areas such as
technology and the expansion of facilities, the es
tablishment of a public-relations program, the ad
dition of a human resources department, and the
creation of a foundation to provide additional fi
nancial support. The plan ushered in a new wave of
technology, which played a major role in the growth
of library services. Using a grant from the Gates
Foundation, the library purchased dozens of com
puters, and Internet access was offered for the first
time. Internet access brought many new users to
the library, along with challenges in managing the
new resource and providing the funding necessary
for its maintenance.
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As these improvements were under way, Mary
Ann Mongan retired as director of the county li
brary system in 1999, after 41 years of service. In
recognition of her devoted service, the board of
trustees named the main library in Covington
in her honor. The library's associate director,
Wayne Onkst, was named her successor as library

year 1910. Soon after, the Kenton Co. Board of Edu
cation established four high schools: Crescent
Springs High School, Independence High
School, Piner High School, and Winston Hill
High School (1916–1921). During the 1920s, the
district pursued consolidation of many of its

director.

By 1934–1935, the county, with the assistance
of the state department of education, undertook
a study to improve the quantity and quality of the
programs it offered. As a result, the last two re
maining one-room schools were closed, and two
new consolidated high schools were opened: Piner
and Independence High Schools were replaced by
the new Simon Kenton High School (1937), and
Crescent Springs High School was replaced by the
new Dixie Heights High School. Also in 1935,
the county board set school terms for both elemen
tary and high schools at nine months. This was the
first major change in term length since the early
20th century, when the county had enacted seven
months of instruction for elementary schools and
nine months for high schools.

The building program initiated by the library
board during the late 1990s proceeded with the
renovation of the main library in Covington in
1998. Replacement of the now outdated Erlanger
branch, which had become the busiest public li
brary location in Kentucky, was completed in
2002, with the opening of the branch library build
ing at 401 Kenton Lands Rd. in Erlanger. Con
struction of a new $8.9 million branch library in
Independence, named in honor of William E.
Durr, was begun in August 2006 and opened in
January 2007. Plans to expand the Mary Ann
Mongan Library in Covington are under way.
“Durr Library For the People'—New $8 Million

Branch Opens," KP January 29, 2007, A1.
“Goodby, Andrew Carnegie,” KP August 5, 1969,6K.
“Here's How New Kenton County Library Will Look,”
KP, July 15, 1970, 13K.
“Library's Hawking Out Dixie Branch Site,” KP, July
10, 1975, 2K.

Local history file on the Kenton Co. Public Library,
Kenton Co. Public Library, Covington, Ky.
Minutes of the Board of Trustees of the Kenton Co.

Public Library, Kenton Co. Public Library, Cov
ington, Ky.

Wayne Onkst

KENTON CO. SCHOOLDISTRICT. One year
after its formation in 1840, Kenton Co. appointed its
first common school commissioners, Robert M.

Carlisle, John B. Casey, and Foster Fleming. The first
public school outside of the city of Covington was
likely at Sanfordtown; it was opened in 1843 with an
enrollment of 37 students. In December of that year,
the entire county outside of Covington was divided
into 23 common school districts; by 1844 four
schools enrolled 209 pupils. By 1875 the county had
54 school districts. Although many of the schools
were one-room schools, others were graded schools.
Most buildings were frame; only a few were brick.
By 1889 the last log school was sold. School terms
averaged only a few months.
By act of the Kentucky General Assembly in
1884, the state provided for elected county super
intendents of schools. In Kenton Co., H. P. Ste

phens was the first person elected to this post. His
written assessment of the county schools in 1887
was honest but depressing, citing poor instructor
salaries, ill-prepared teachers, rickety schools, and
little parental support, especially among the upper
class, who preferred to send their children to pri
vate academies. It took Kentucky's "Education
Legislature” of 1908 to enact reforms that helped to
reverse the negative trends in public education. In
that year, the General Assembly created county
boards of education, giving them actual authority
to operate schools. The legislature also demanded
that each county establish a high school by the

smaller schools.

After World War II, the dramatic rise in births

that came to be known as the babyboom prompted
the county board of education to undertake a study
in 1945 to determine the system's future needs.
New schools were built, including Bromley Elemen
tary (1950), Kenton Elementary in Independence
(1951), and Taylor Mill Elementary (1954). By 1954
the county's school enrollment had doubled in 10
years andled to the decision to build James A. Cay
wood Elementary (1956) in Edgewood and to con
struct additions to the two high schools. In fall 1988
the district reorganized its schools from the K–6,
7–8,9–12 plan to an updated K–5, 6–8,9–12 model,
The 1960s witnessed the opening of additional
schools to accommodate the baby boom: Ryland
Elementary School (1960), Twenhofel Middle
School (1961), Turkey Foot Middle School (1962),
White's Tower Elementary School (1964), and
Beechgrove Elementary School (1968). In the 1970s
through the 1990s, the following schools were
opened: R. C. Hinsdale Elementary School (1972),
Scott High School (1978), Visalia Elementary
School (1982), Woodland Middle School (1988),

Fort Wright Elementary School (1992, replacing
Park Hills Elementary School, which had opened in
1929), River Ridge Elementary School (1992), and
Summit View Elementary and Middle Schools
(1998). Two new high-performance school buildings
opened in 2005 and 2006, James A. Caywood Ele
mentary and Twenhofel Middle School. A new Tur
key Foot Middle School, also a high-performance
school, is under construction and will open in the
fall of 2010.

Today, Kenton Co. Schools provide services to
more than 13,200 students in preschool through
12th grade. Students engage in learning activities
that focus on high academic standards, connect to
real-world experiences, and support the learning
community within each school. One of the pri
mary goals is that each graduate will demonstrate
the skills and competencies needed to compete
successfully in the global market. To that end,
a Career Transitions program was implemented,
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therebyprovidingapreschool-through-12th-grade
initiative to promote discussion between schools
and families about career pathways and the impor
tance of thorough coursework for students. The

high schools are organized into transitional fresh
man academies and smaller learning communi
ties, with career-focused schools of study for the
sophomore through senior years.

available and with fire protection and water sup
plied by the City of Covington. Building-lot prices
were aslow as $1,800, and a model home opened in
September 1927. A second wave of construction
took place in 1938 as the fears of the Great De
pression waned. Although part of Covington to

day, Kenton Hills does not participate in the Cov
ington Independent Schools; students from

Technology literacy is integrated into all as
pects of curriculum in the Kenton Co. School Dis

Kenton Hills attend the Kenton Co. Public Schools.

trict. Students use computers as tools for learning
and communicating in all classrooms, the library,
and computer labs; wireless laptops are available
on a regular basis. A technology coordinator and
technology resource teachers in each building pro
vide daily assistance to teachers and staff in inte
grating technology literacy into instruction. In ad
dition, a team of district technology specialists
provide technical and instructional support to all

munity leaders, such as longtime Kentucky Post

Many of Northern Kentucky's business and com
editor Vance Trimble and local athlete and Uni

versity of Cincinnaticoach Bill Schwarberg, have
had homes in Kenton Hills. A sign of the area's
continued appeal is that the Bluff Apartments
complex, built in Kenton Hills during the late
1960s, is being renovated for conversion into
condominiums.

“Ideal Home in Kenton Hills,” KP, September 4,

schools.

1927, 9.

The district has won many awards, including
prestigious recognition as a “What Parents Want”
selection by SchoolMatch, an independent, nation
wide service that helps families find schools that
match the needs of their children. This award ranks

the system as one of the best school districts in the
United States. In 2005 Kenton Co. also received

District Accreditation by the Southern Associa
tion of Colleges and the Council on Accreditation
and School Improvement.
Caywood, J. A. “History and Development of Kenton
County Schools,” 1958, Kenton Co. Board of Edu
cation, Fort Wright, Ky.
The

Kenton Co.

School

District.

www.kenton

.kyschools.us (accessed December 4, 2006).

“Indian Chief Killed by Simon Kenton, KP May 22,
1927, 6.

Kenton Circuit Court Case No. 11537, November 7,
1962.

“Kenton Hills Citizens Sue to Prevent Annexation,"
KP. April 14, 1960, i.

"Kenton Hills Civic Group Has Election," KP, Janu
ary 29, 1941, 1.
KENTON HILLSPORCELAINS INC. Harold

Bopp, who started this business, had previously been
associated with the Rookwood Pottery of Cincin
nati for about 10 years. There he served as director of
the color and chemistry departments and later as
superintendent of all the company's facilities. As a
result of the 1929 stock market crash and the ensu

Teresa Wilkins

KENTON HILLS. The Kenton Co. community
of Kenton Hills, surrounded by the city of Coving
ton and next to Devou Park, was incorporated as a
sixth-class city in November 1962. The City of Cov
ington had already in January 1958 begun a plan to
absorb the community. After a long legal process,
Kenton Hills finally was annexed in September
1965, adding 225 new residents and 71 acres of land
to Covington. The action had been opposed by two
groups, the Kenton Hills Civic Association, led by
John Hunnicutt, president of the Stewart Iron
Works, and homeowners, represented by well
known Covington attorney Andrew W. Clark.
Kenton Hills, perched high above I-75, with a
commanding view to the north and east of the
Ohio River Valley, is purely residential. Of the four
original estates that made up Kenton Hills, one
was owned by famed 19th-century actor Edwin
Forrest. A legend connected with the area is that

ing Great Depression, Rookwood Pottery's sales
declined so much that the business was no longer
profitable. In early 1939 Bopp, discouraged, resigned
his position with the Rookwood firm and endeav
ored to start his own pottery operation. He pur
chased a one-acre site at 212 Dixie Highway (U.S.
25) in Erlanger, Ky., where he set up his factory and
showroom. The new company was named the Har
old Bopp Manufacturing Company, and produc
tion officially began on January 22, 1940. Bopp soon
realized that he needed management assistance, so
he hired two other Rookwood employees, Arthur
Conant and William E. Hentschel.

From the very beginning, the new company
was beset with perplexing problems. Bopp lacked
the necessary funds to equip and operate the pot
tery properly, and bank loans were nearly impossi
ble to obtain at the time. Hentschel, his assistant,

in the vicinity and excavated. The first homes in
Kenton Hills were developed in the mid-1920s by J.
J. Weaver; the area was promoted as a haven of
clean-air living, located within easy walking dis

suggested that Bopp hire David Seyler, whom they
had known at Rookwood Pottery and the Cincin
nati Art Academy. That proved to be a wise deci
sion, since Seyler had superior business savvy and
also had access to the needed capital, through his
father, George Seyler. The father agreed to inject
into the business an amount of cash equal to Bopp's
investment. Thus, on September 21, 1940, Harold
Bopp, William Hentschel, David Seyler, George Sey
ler, and Chester Sterrett signed a partnership agree
ment that called for the formation of a corporation

tance of Devou Park, with access to all utilities

to be called Kenton Hills Porcelains Inc.

Kenton Co.'s namesake, Simon Kenton, in 1791

pursued the famous Indian chief Wapinotok, killed
him, and buried him somewhere in modern-day
Kenton Hills. Indian mounds, in fact, were found

The corporation's first official act was to pur
chase from a German firm a state-of-the-art gas
fired kiln, which was far superior to the coal-fired

one used by Rookwood Pottery. The partnershired
a staff of the most talented designers and craftsmen
available, capable of producing superior-quality
pottery. With its blue-ribbon crew, Kenton Hills
Porcelains Inc. soon began production of an im
pressiveline of products. David Seyler traveled the
country with samples of the company's wares to
establish sales outlets. He was able to sign up nu
merous high-profile retailers, including Nieman
Marcus in Dallas, Tex.; Marshall Field in Chicago;
Gump in San Francisco; and Lord and Taylor and
Tiffany in New York City.
During the company's first year of operation, it
produced an array of beautiful, high-quality pot
tery, which sold exceptionally well. The future of
Kenton Hills Porcelains Inc. appearedbright; how
ever, World War II soon intervened, causing a
significant decline in U.S. and European pottery
sales. The company became unprofitable, so pro
duction was halted and the factory was leased to
the government for storage of defense materials.
Seyler had always intended to resume operations at
the war's end; however, it proved impossible to do
so because the kiln was found to be contaminated

and unfit for firing pottery. Therefore, the owners
sold all the company assets, including thereal estate,
the inventory, the equipment, and the machinery.
The partners moved on to other pursuits.
Bopp and his second wife, Ann, moved to
Corning, N.Y., where they took positions with the
Corning Glass Company. In their new company,
the husband-and-wife team designed the famous
blue cornflower logo, which has become so famil
iar to owners of Corning Ware.
After serving in the U.S. Navy during the war,
David Seyler took a position as art director and
sculptor at the Belvedere Pottery in Lake Geneva,
Wis., but soon became disenchanted with that

company and resigned. He worked for a short time
as a commercial artist in Chicago and then joined
the staff of the University of Nebraska at Lincoln,
as an instructor in ceramics, a position he held for
the next 30 years. In 1961 he received the ultimate
award, when he was named a fellow at the Interna
tional Institute of Arts and Letters.

Hentschel taught at the Cincinnati Art Acad
emy until 1944, when he retired and began doing
oil paintings in his home. His health gradually de
clined, and he died in 1962.

For a short time, three very gifted artists and
craftsmen operated their dream company in Ken
ton Co.; however, bad timing and world events be
yond their control caused their dream to die pre
maturely. During roughly three years of operation,
the corporation produced an estimated 10,000 to
15,000 ceramic works of art. Only about 500 have
been identified positively, leaving probably thou
sands of others undetected in homes around the
world.

“Finest Porcelain Pottery in the World Is Aim of
Northern Kentucky's New Unique Industry," KP,
November 8, 1940, 1.
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Nicholson, Nick, and Marilyn Nicholson. Kenton Hills

years to merge with neighboring Fort Wright. In

Porcelains, Inc. Loveland, Ohio. D. A. Nicholson,

1981 talks ceased after a conflict over the exact

1998.

boundary lines of the tiny city. It seems that many
residents who thought they lived in Covington ac
tually lived in Kenton Vale. Once the boundary
dispute was settled, the merger was placed on the

Jack Wessling
KENTONTOWN. Originally chartered in 1795
as Newtown and laid out by John Kenton, brother
of the legendary early Kentucky explorer Simon
Kenton, this Robertson Co. crossroads hamlet at

the intersection of modern U.S. 62 and Ky. Rt. 617
is six miles southwest of Mount Olivet. It was later
renamed Kentontown in honor of Simon Kenton.

Apost office existed thereasearly as 1830; it closed
in 1918. The town is one mile north of the Licking
River, which at that point is the modern boundary
between Robertson and Harrison counties. Ken

tontown was the home of Duncan Harding, the
state representative from Harrison Co. who pro
posed the state legislation establishing Robertson
Co. Kentontown, before the creation of Robertson

Co. in 1867, was in Harrison Co., awkwardly set
north of the Licking River. Harding, who essen
tially owned the town and the surrounding land,
hoped to make Kentontown the seat of his new
county, but that honor fell to the more centrally
located Mount Olivet. Kentontown was the site

of Harding's general store and a Christian Church.
The creation of the new county of Robertson made
it much easier for Kentontown residents to be rep
resented politically. They could also transactcounty
business in the closer town of Mount Olivet, in

stead of traveling fartherto Cynthiana in Harrison
Co., assuming river conditions allowed them to

cross the Licking. Today Kentontown remains
much as it always has been, a small rural Kentucky
hamlet.

Gifford, Anjanette. "The Formation of Robertson
County." NKH 9, no. 1 (Spring-Summer 2001):
65–74.

Reis, Jim. "A County of Rolling Hills, Winding Roads."
KP, November 17, 1986,4K.

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1984.

ballot in both cities in 1983. Kenton Vale citizens

passed the annexation plan by a vote of 48 to 10. In
Fort Wright, however, voters turned down the
merger 1,008 to 953. For now, at least, Kenton Vale
remains one of the smallest incorporated cities in
Kentucky.
"Kenton Vale Dismisses Annex Offer," KP, November
19, 1987.9K.

Reis, Jim. "Tiny Towns," KP, November 4, 1986,4K.
Sesqui-centennial Souvenir Program: 150th Anni
versary, 1815–1965, City of Covington, Ken
tucky. Covington, Ky:T. and W., 1965.
"Spurned Twice, Tiny City to Continue Merger Ef
fort." KE, September 3, 1982, C3.
Robert D. Webster

KENTUCKY CENTRAL RAILROAD. The

term Kentucky Central, as used for the rail line
between Covington and Lexington, was originally
an advertising device to promote seamless travel
between those two cities. The Kentucky Central
consisted of two separate rail lines: the Covington
and Lexington (C&L), which in 1854 reached
Paris from Covington, and the Maysville and
Lexington (M&L), which linked Paris with Lex
ington that same year. From the onset, the C&Land
its successors were an important means of trans
porting thousandsofcattlestock(mostly hogs) des
tined for Covington and Cincinnati meatpacking
operations. Wheat was another profitable item
to transport. About that time, the Lexington
and Danville (L&D) began service southward
from Lexington to Nicholasville. Civil War-era
documents refer to the entire Covington-to
Nicholasville route as the Central Kentucky Rail
road. Promotional material projected Knoxville,
Tenn., as its eventual southern terminus. In March

KENTON VALE. Kenton Vale is a small city lo

1856 the Kentucky General Assembly permitted

cated in north central Kenton Co., sandwiched

the C&L and L&D railroads to use the name Ken

between Covington and Fort Wright. The city was
an unincorporated part of the county until 1949,
when residents chose to incorporate to stop
planned annexation by the city of Covington. Ken

tucky Central Railroad. In 1858 Robert Bonner
Bowler, a director of the Kentucky Central Rail

511

road, persuaded the company to defer debt pay
ment in order to make improvements on the line. A
major creditor filed suit, and the railroad was sold
at public auction, to Bowler.
During the Civil War, the railroad suffered
considerable damage from Confederateforays into
Central Kentucky. In 1862, for example, Gen. Kirby
Smith's men destroyed most of the line during
their reconnoiter from Lexington to the fortifica
tions guarding Covington and Newport. In 1864
Gen. John Hunt Morgan and his raiders heavily
plundered the line near Cynthiana.
In 1865 the original stockholders filed suit
against the heirs of Bowler but lost. In the same
year, the C&L and the M&L were sold at a foreclo
sure sale and bought by the Kentucky Central
Association, a holding company, which continued
to operate the C&L and the M&L as separate enti
ties. In 1875 the C&Land the M&L were merged as
the Kentucky Central Railroad (KC). The M&L at
this time consisted of two separate railroads, the
line from Lexington to Paris and the road from
Paris to Maysville. In 1876 the KC purchased the
Paris-to-Maysville road.
In 1881 the KC was sold to Collis P. Huntington
for use as the connection route for his Chesapeake
and Ohio Railroad (C&O) and his Chesapeake,
Ohio and Southwestern Railroad (CO&SW). The

C&O was building from Huntington, W.Va., to Cin
cinnati along the Ohio River, and the CO&SW ran
from Louisville to Paducah. Connecting service be
tween the C&O and the CO&SW was via the KC

and its track rights over the Louisville and Nashville
(L&N) between Lexington and Louisville. In 1888
the C&O reached Covington from Ashland. It
joined the KCin Covington at KCJunction (16th St.
and Madison Ave.) and used the KC tracks north

ward into Covington for its starting point in build
ing the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad Bridge
across the Ohio River into Cincinnati.

Huntington's empire, however, went into re
ceivership, and as part of the reorganization, the
L&N in 1891 gained control of the KC. In 1951 the
L&N abandoned the Lexington-to-Paris section
of the KC. The Covington-to-Paris portion was
being operated in 2007 by CSX as part of its
Cincinnati-Corbin (C-C) division. The L&N sold

the Paris-to-Maysvilleline to the shortline Trans

ton Vale consists of a small business district on the
western side of Madison Pk. and about 30 homes,
most of which sit off Kuhrs Ln. The street is named

for Ferdinand Kuhr, one of the early priests at
Mother of God Catholic Church in Covington,
who had a home there. Much of the village is nes
tled in a hillside overlooking the Mother of God
Cemetery, which lies on the opposite side of
Madison Pk. Certainly the most familiarlandmark
in the city is its oldest business, Jackson Florist, at

H is

...

3124 Madison Pk.

H, if f : .

In the mid-1800s, there was a rock quarry lo

ºil

cated on Kuhrs Ln. Now a dead-end road, Kuhrs

===º
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Ln, once continued to the top of the hill and con
nected with whatisnow Farrell Dr., near St. Charles

Care Center. The city has tried twice in recent

-

º

-

Kentucky Central Railroad Depot, Eighth and Washington Sts., Covington.
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KENTUCKY CONSUMER ADVOCATE NETWORK

Kentucky Transportation Railroad Inc. in
1979.

Herr, Kincaid A. The Louisville & Nashville Rail

road. Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 2000.
Tenkotte, Paul A. “Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.
Turner, Charles W. Chessie's Road. Richmond, Va.;
Garrett and Massie, 1956.

Charles H. Bogart
KENTUCKY

CONSUMER

ADVOCATE

NETWORK. The Kentucky Consumer Advocate
Network (KYCAN) is a nonprofit organization of
mental health consumers that promotes the rights,
concerns, and issues of persons with mental illness
in Kentucky. It was founded in Nazareth, Ky., in
1988 by a small group of concerned mental health
consumers, and the group's main office is in Louis
ville, KYCAN, a statewidegrassroots organization,
promotes self-determination, self-advocacy, com
munity integration without discrimination, and
freedom of choice on behalf of mental health cli

ents through public education. It exists to empower
mental health consumers to have hope, to take per
sonal responsibility, to advocate for needed
changes, to educate about mental health issues,
and to represent the consumer community before
public and governmental bodies. Some of the ser
vices available to KYCAN's clients are peer sup
port, voting-rights training and voter registration,
a newsletter, seclusion and restraint reduction

training, application of the Olmstead Decision (a
U.S. Supreme Court decision that requires states to
place qualified individuals with mental disabilities
in community settings, rather than in institutions,
whenever possible), and advanced directives for
mental health treatment. There is also a yearly con
ference with speakers and workshops for mental

Cricket first appeared in the Ohio River Valley
during the 1840s. The first cricket match played in
Kentucky reportedly occurred in 1843 at Louis
ville. By late 1845, the Cincinnati area had three
cricket teams: the Queen City Club, the Great West
ern Club, and the Kentucky Cricket Club of New
port. English immigrants established these clubs
for camaraderie and exercise. One local enthusiast

praised cricket as "more beneficial to health than
all the drugs and quack medicines this side of the
Allegheny Mountains."
Despite such purported virtues, cricket failed
to win many adherents outside the English immi
grant community. As late as 1860, English natives
still made up all or nearly all of the Kentucky
Cricket Club's lineup, or “first eleven.” Like the Ger
man turnvereins and other immigrant institu
tions, the English cricket clubs demonstrate how
European settlers preserved aspects of their cul
ture and, in turn, shaped urban life in the Ohio
River Valley.
Although cricket is not widely played in North
ern Kentucky today, the Kentucky Cricket Club
nevertheless influenced the region's recreation.
The club's matches were among the area's earliest
spectator events that featured team sports. For an
1860 match against the rival Union Cricket Club of
Cincinnati, steamboats departed the Newport
Barracks every half hour carrying fans to the
Kentucky Cricket Club's grounds, located a mile
up the Licking River. Moreover, the Ohio River
Valley's cricket clubs promoted the growth of other
team sports by lending their organizational struc
tures, playing fields, and members to the townball
and baseball clubs that first appeared in the area
during the late 1850s.
“Cricket Match," CDC, August 9, 1860, 2.
Kirsch, George B. The Creation of American Team
Sports: Baseball and Cricket, 1838–1872. Ur

health consumers.
bana: Univ. of Illinois Press, 1989.
KYCAN has more than 1,000 members. It has
affiliate coordinators in more than 25 counties, in

cluding Boone, Campbell, Grant, and Kenton coun
ties in the Northern Kentucky region. All KYCAN
programs are free to consumers and their families,
as is membership at this time. KYCAN's efforts are
supported financially by Kentucky's office of Pro
tection and Advocacy and by the Department of
Mental Health and Substance Abuse, Community
Support Programs, the Substance Abuse and Men
tal Health Services Administration, and other
donations.

KYCAN. "Kentucky Consumer Advocate Network.”

http://contac.org/kycanſ (accessed March 24, 2006).
Robin Rider Osborne

KENTUCKY CRICKET CLUB. The Kentucky
Cricket Club of Newport was formed in 1845 and
endured, at least in name, for more than 20 years,
until baseball emerged as the region's dominant
bat-and-ballgame following the Civil War. Cricket
originated in England during the early 1700s. All
male cricket clubs, complete with bylaws and
elected officers, had existed in both England and
North America before the Revolutionary War.

“Sporting Epistle from Cincinnati." Spirit of the
Times 15, no. 27 (August 29, 1845): 314.
Greg Perkins

Cincinnati Enquirer, the paper later changed its
name to Cincinnati Daily Enquirer, then to Cin
cinnati Enquirer. Well-known area families have
owned the paper during its long tenure: the
McLean family for more than 50 years and then
later one of Cincinnati's most successful business

men, Carl Linder. During the Civil War, the paper
began publishing seven days each week, making it
possible to follow the daily happenings of the war
in the region. In 1866, when fire destroyed Cincin
nati's Pike Opera House, it took the Enquirer
building next door with it. The publisher quickly
recovered from this loss, and through 1991 the pa
per missed only nine publishing dates. The En
quirer's largest and longest-continuing advertiser,
the Kroger Company, placed its first ad on March
21, 1897. The Enquirer was purchased by the me
dia giant Gannett Corporation in 1978 and be
came a sister publication of the Louisville Courier
Journal.

For many years, extending well into the 20th
century, the news of Northern Kentucky, mainly
Covington and Newport, was reported on the out
of-town page of the Cincinnati Enquirer, the same
practice was followed by most other Cincinnati
based newspapers. News items covered included
building permits, new construction starts, and the
deaths of important individuals, each normally
given the space of a short paragraph.
By 1894 the Enquirer had an office at 406 Scott
St. in Covington, with John M. Vastineas a reporter;
in 1900 S. T. Reilly held that job; by 1910 the Cov
ington office had moved to 511 Madison and two
reporters were on staff, Charles H. Mohr and Mar
cella Deutsch; in 1923 Ray A. Cochran gathered the
news at 7 W. Sixth. St.; and in 1940 the Covington
office was at 35 E. Seventh St. In 1956 the paper's
Newport location at 5 E. Sixth St. was consolidated
into the Covington location. By 1960 the office had
been given the name Kentucky Enquirer, with an
address of 105 City Building, Covington; in 1970,
when Jack Hicks was named Kentucky editor by
head editor Brady Black, the operation was at 600
Greenup St.; in the 1980s and into the 1990s, the of.
fice was at 309 Garrard St.; it moved to 226 Grand

KENTUCKY ENQUIRER. The Kentucky En
quirer is the Northern Kentucky edition of the
Cincinnati Enquirer, the daily newspaper with
the largest paid circulation in Northern Kentucky.
The Enquirer also operates a Web site for North
ern Kentucky, NKY.com. In the spring of 2008, the
Enquirer's Kentucky circulation was approximately
40,000 daily and 52,000 on Sunday, making it the
third-largest daily newspaper in the state of Ken
tucky. The Kentucky edition's front page, local
news section, and sports section are either sub
stantially or completely different from the Cincin
nati editions of the newspaper. The editorial and
business pages also change on some days.
The Cincinnati Enquirer issued its first paper
on April 10, 1841, focusing that day on the death of
the first U.S. president from Cincinnati, William
Henry Harrison (1841). From its inception, the
paper was a popular resource for news about the
arts. Its first editor was John Brough; its circulation
at the time was around 1,000. At first called Daily

view Ave. in Fort Mitchell in the late 1990s. By 2008
about 40 news and advertising people worked in the
Fort Mitchell office while staff members for the 10

Community Recorder weekly newspapers worked
a floor below. The Kentucky Enquirer always has
been printed in Cincinnati, first at the plant along
Vine St. and recently in Queensgate, and trucked
into Northern Kentucky. The Enquirer also has two
newspaper distribution centers in Northern Ken
tucky, in Erlanger and Cold Spring.
Over the years, many Northern Kentuckians
have worked for the Enquirer Brady Black, Jack
Hicks, Ollie James, Robert F. Schulkers, and

Caroline Williams are a few who played major
roles. Many of the Enquirer'stoppresent-day jour
nalists live and work in Northern Kentucky, in
cluding political reporter Patrick Crowley, photog
rapher Michael Keating, and sports columnist
John Erardi.

In 1974 Enquirer editor Bill Keating an
nounced that coverage of Northern Kentucky

KENTUCKY POST

would expand because of the importance of four
new interstate bridges, the growing airport, the in
dustrial parks, and other areas of growth south of
the river. It was then, on Sunday, August 18, 1974,
that the Sunday Kentucky Enquirer masthead first
appeared. The Kentucky Enquirer masthead for
daily papers has been a fixture since fall 1974. Other

overtures of improved coverage and increased staff.
ing to follow the Kentucky market were made later,
such as in 1994. That year editor Lawrence Beaupre
expanded Kentucky business and sports news. A
significant expansion of news and sports coverage
began in 2004 with the appointment of a full-time
general manager for Kentucky and additional edi
torial staff. The Enquirer's Kentucky circulation in
creased significantly in recent years and receivedan
additional boost when the Kentucky Post ceased
publication on December 31, 2007.
The Enquirer also has moved aggressively into
the digital world, starting with the launch of Cin
cinnati.com more than a decade ago. In November
2005 the companion Web site, NKY.com, was
launched for the Northern Kentucky audience,
combining content from the Enquirer, the Com
munity Recorder weeklies, and other information

state. The trustees of the association built the cur

rent building on Sutton St. to serve as a library in
1881. The adjacent property was purchased early in
the 20th century, and the two buildings that were
erected served the public through the years. In
1971 the county began public support of the
Maysville and Mason Co. Library, and the Histori
cal and Scientific Association spent five years re

project, promoted efforts to make Boone Co. the
site of the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky In
ternational Airport, and campaigned to cleanup
gambling and X-rated entertainment in Northern
Kentucky (see Gambling; Newport Second
Cleanup). The Kentucky Post's reporter Clay
Wade Bailey was so well respected in Frankfort
that in 1974, when Kentucky built a new Ohio River
bridge linking Covington and Cincinnati, it was

name to Museum Center, to reflect service to a re

more than 1,800 artifacts in the collection.

listings, many opportunities for readerinteraction,
and individual "pages" for the communities of the
region with highly localized news, photos, and in
formation. The Enquirer has launched products
with a Kentucky focus that are specifically de
signed for mobile phone users as well.

In 2003 Mrs. Louis N. Browning, a native of
Maysville, offered her extensive collection of one

KE, October 2, 1994, Al.

DeCamp, Graydon. The Grand Old Lady of Vine
Street. Cincinnati: Cincinnati Enquirer, 1991.
“The Enquirer Names New Kentucky Editor.” CE,
January 20, 1970, 6.
Keating, William J. “To Our Northern Kentucky
Friends,” CE, August 18, 1974, 1.

“Kentucky Enquirer Grows to Match Expanding
Area,” CE, July 21, 1974,6A.
Dennis Hetzel and Michael R. Sweeney
KENTUCKY GATEWAY MUSEUM CEN

TER. James Wormald, a native of London, England,
settled in Maysville with his family as a young
man. He engaged in several occupations but even
tually became a successful haberdasher and an
agent for the Pomeroy Coal Company. In 1876 he

Reporters at the Kentucky Post wrote about
the Ohio River floods of 1913 and 1937, torna
does in 1915 and 1974, airline crashes and fires in

1967 and 1983 (see Aviation Accidents; Fires),

museum. This collection, called the Kathleen Sav

age Browning Miniatures Collection, is one of the

national model.

three most comprehensive collections of its kind
in the United States. The addition of this gift
prompted construction to make room for the ever
expanding collections, so the Board of Trustees
began a campaign to raise $3.8 million for a new
33,000-square-foot expansion. The Hunt Building
that adjoined the 1881 building was razed, and the
new addition was completed in 2007. The new fa
cility allows for state-of-the-art preservation of the
collection and provides added classrooms, three
new galleries, meeting rooms, and staffoffices.
Management of the facility is the responsibility
of three full-time and seven part-time staff mem
bers and a corps of 60 volunteers. A board of 16
area leaders administers the annual budget. Sup
port is provided by a $1.6 million endowment,
public and private grants, and donations.

Throughout most of its life, the Kentucky Post
was the dominant voice in Northern Kentucky,
circulating in its peak years nearly 60,000 copies
daily. Sometimes an observer, sometimes a com
mon scold, sometimes a booster, the Kentucky
Post first and foremost always relentlessly chroni
cled the news. Part of the newspaper's long history
of success in Northern Kentucky can be attributed
to its accidental alignment with the ideals of the
political party that dominated Northern Kentucky
for most of the life of the newspaper, the Demo
cratic Party. The Kentucky Post was grown by
newspaper baron Edward W. Scripps, who saw an
untapped emerging market in producing a news
paper for the masses. His first newspapers were
priced at one penny, well within the budget of a
workingman, and they were published in the after
noon, when shift workers were coming home and
had time to read a newspaper. Although he prided
himself on publishing politically “independent"
papers, it was natural that his newspapers tended
to beliberaland attuned to the populist interests of
his working-class customers. The latter principle
found fertile ground in Kentucky, where the Demo
cratic Party had ruled the state since Reconstruc

twelfth-scale miniatures and an endowment to the

Archives of the Museum Center, Maysville, Ky.
"Death of James Wormald,” Maysville Bulletin, April
25, 1878, 3.

“James Wormald: A Munificent Donation $5,000 for

ment of Maysville's first public library and the Ma
son Co. Historical and Scientific Society (see Ma
son Co. Public Library). Wormald died in 1878,
but his legacy has endured. The Commonwealth of
Kentucky chartered the new Maysville and Mason
Co. Library, Historical, and Scientific Association

Historical Association,” Maysville Republican,

cal society in continuous existence within the

named in his honor.

and Northern Kentucky's greatest disaster, the
1977 Beverly Hills Supper Club fire. The Ken
tucky Post was so important to the community
that during the 1937 flood, newspapers were de
clared emergency materials and were delivered like
food, water, and clothing.
It was because of tenacious crusading by one
of the newspaper's editors, Judy Clabes, that the
Commonwealth of Kentucky began to wake up to
its shameless neglect of public education and
pushed through the Kentucky Education Reform
Act of 1990, a package of reforms that became a

donated $2,000 and a lot and house on Sutton St.,
worth $3,000, for the establishment and endow

on March 1, 1878; it is said to be the oldest histori

of its local heroes. During those years, editors at the
Kentucky Post worked to eliminate tolls on the
Ohio River and Licking River bridges, won city
manager governments for Covington and New
port, helped save southeastern Kentucky's Cum

berland Falls from destruction by a hydroelectric

Press Association's annual contest in both 2006

Beaupre, Lawrence K. "Enquirer Expands Kentucky
Coverage, Increases Business and Sports News,"

zens, the foibles of its leaders, and the achievements

storing and enlarging the original 1881 building,

and 2007. It also offers video, extensive calendar

sites to mesh journalist-produced content with
reader-submitted news and photos and was named
the best Web site in Kentucky in the Kentucky

ern Kentucky community, recording its everyday
events, the milestones in the lives of ordinary citi

which opened in 1975 as the Mason Co. Museum
with professionally designed exhibits that depict
the history of the area. It also contained a genea
logical and historical research library.
Plans for an expansion in 2003 led to a change of
gional rather than a county area, and in 2006 the of
ficial name of the museum was changed again, from
Museum Center to Kentucky Gateway Museum
Center. The Kentucky Gateway Museum Center
continues its mission to acquire, preserve, and dis
play collections for research and educational pur
poses. The total collection numbers more than
31,000 artifacts, documents, photographs, and works
of art. With more than 10,000 documents dating
from 1773, the archives have become a nationally
recognized repository for regional information. The
collection includes letters, land grants, plats, maps,
tax rolls, military orders, tavern bonds, and more.
There are 18,800 postcards and photographs in ava
riety of formats, 4,000 research library books, and

sources. NKY.com was one of the first news Web
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Establishing and Maintaininga Public Library and
June 3, 1876, 1.

"Maysville Museum Completes Expansion," KP, No
vember 24, 2007, 3A.

tion and where, until the decade of the 1990s, the

Lynn David

electorate's only real decisions were made in Demo
cratic primaries.

KENTUCKY POST. For nearly 117 years, the
Kentucky Post was apart ofthe fabric of the North

In 1881 Scripps bought the afternoon Cincin
nati Penny Press from brothers Walter and Alfred
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Wellman and soon renamed it the Cincinnati Post.

As the Cincinnati newspaper flourished, it looked
for more readers and found them on the Kentucky
shore of the Ohio River. On September 15, 1890, the
first issue of the Kentucky edition of the Cincinnati
Post appeared. Its four pages of news were aimed at
the 92,000 residents of Covington, Newport, Belle
vue, Dayton, and Ludlow. The new paper had edito
rial and business offices at 404 Scott St., Covington,
and its own staff of 30, but it was printed along with
the Cincinnati Post in Cincinnati, an arrangement
that persisted through 2007.
Telephone and telegraph connections were set
up between the Covington and Cincinnati offices,
and L. T. Atwood, editor of the Cincinnati Post,

was placed in charge of the Kentucky newspaper in
addition to his duties in Cincinnati. Scripps prom
ised, "The Kentucky Post will tell the truth without
fear or favor, irrespective of any political party un
der all circumstances."

On its first birthday in 1891, the paper in Cov
ington moved to a three-story brick building at
Fifth and Scott Sts. Its staff then numbered 40, and

it boasted 9,970 paid subscribers. The paper also
ceased being called the Kentucky edition of the
Cincinnati Post. It was renamed the Kentucky
Post and now had its own editor, William Purnell

Campbell. Scripps also ordered that the Kentucky
Post should be wrapped around the Cincinnati
Post for circulation in Kentucky. This was a new
newspaper concept, publishing two newspapers
for the price of one, and still for a penny. This ar
rangement continued until 2006, when the Ken
tucky Post finally was untethered from its Cincin
nati sister. By 2006 the Kentucky Post was far the
larger of the two papers in circulation, and its price
had risen to 50 cents daily and one dollar on Satur
day. In the 1880s circulation continued to climb,
and in October 1896 the Kentucky Post expanded
into leased space in Covington at the southwest
corner of Fifth St. and Madison Ave. It began print
ing eight-page papers daily.
One of the new paper's first big stories came
with the January 30, 1900, sniper shooting of Cov
ington resident William Goebel on the steps of
the state capitol in Frankfort. Goebel, who died a
few days later, had been declared the winner in a
controversial and hotly contested election for Ken
tucky governor, the closest in Kentucky history. The
Kentucky Post had covered the campaign closely,
and the assassination dominated its pages for days.
Circulation was now 12,488. In 1902 the Kentucky

Larsh took over. He was followed in 1918 by Albert
W. Burhrman, then Edward P. Mills, and in 1919 by
Max B. Cook. In 1921 Bruce I. Susong arrived. He
was a crusader, and it was during his 10-year tenure
that the paper worked to reform government in
Covington and Newport and saved the Cumber
land Falls from being dammed for a power plant. By
1927 circulation had reached 27,454. On November

30, 1924, Susong started a Sunday edition, which
lasted about eight years, until December 18, 1932.
Donald E. Weaver was editor during the Great De
pression years from 1931 to 1936. He ran regular
exposés of gambling and uncovered loan sharks
who were in league with corrupt justices of the
peace. Carl A. Saunders arrived on May 28, 1936,
and saw several of his ambitions come to reality, in
cluding construction of Greater Cincinnati's main
airport in Boone Co. He published an intensely lo
cal newspaper, and it was said upon his death in Oc
tober 1962, "The name of every resident of the area
probably appeared in the Kentucky Post during his
26 years.”
Competition from television, changing life
styles, and new reader habits were beginning to
have an effect on afternoon newspapers as more
and more of their customers began to prefer morn
ing papers. The Taft family's local afternoon paper,
the Times-Star, fell victim to these trends and sold

out to the E. W. Scripps Company. On Monday,
July 21, 1958, the Kentucky Post became the Ken
tucky Post and Times-Star, and the reconstituted
newspaper reached its peak of average daily circu
lation in Kentucky, around 60,000 copies. Eventu
ally, the Times-Star name was dropped from the
nameplate.
On January 14, 1963, a new editor, Vance H.
Trimble, arrived from the Scripps-Howard bu
reau in Washington, D.C., shortly after winning a
Pulitzer Prize for national reporting. Trimble
brought his aggressive and often irreverent style to
the newspaper. A dogged promoter, he at one point
ordered a huge reproduction of the Kentucky Post's
front page painted on the side of the newspaper's
three-story building in Covington, and it was for
years a Madison Ave, landmark. Trimble also so
lidified the newspaper's presence in a 12-county
area comprising Bracken, Boone, Campbell, Car
roll, Gallatin, Grant, Harrison, Kenton, Mason,
Owen, Pendleton, and Robertson counties, brand

structed a building on the site where a huge fire had
destroyed much of the block. The 30-by-100-foot
three-story building was dedicated at an open

ing them “Kentucky Post Country."
The Kentucky Post's now aging building on
Madison Ave. had remained largely untouched
until 1963, when a $250,000 remodeling created
the familiar facade that housed the paper until the
structure was sold in 2005 and the newspaper
moved its office to RiverCenter II (see Covington,
Downtown) on the Covington riverfront. The
newspaper's old building was extensively remod
eled and became the law offices of Morgan, Hazen,

house on October 31, 1902, that attracted some

Galbreath & Smith.

2,000 persons. By then every edition of the newspa
per contained eight pages of Kentucky news.
In 1904 Harry W. Brown became editor. Then in
1906 Milton J. Bonner took the helm for nine years.
Starting in 1915 a series of editors came and went,
beginning with Frank Crippen; in 1916 Charles W.

At the time of its 75th-anniversary celebration
in 1965, the Kentucky Post had an average daily

Post moved into what was its home for the next 100

years. Scripps had purchased a vacant lot in Cov
ington in the middle of the 400 block of Madison
Ave., between Fourth and Fifth Sts., and con

profits of afternoon newspapers in metropolitan
areas continued to soften. By the mid-1970s, the
Post's combined Kentucky and Ohio editions were
losing millions of dollars a year, a substantial sum
in those days, and in 1977 Scripps negotiated a 30
year arrangement with its local arch rival, the
morning Cincinnati Enquirer, to take over print
ing, circulation, and advertising for the Post's
Kentucky and Ohio editions, splitting the profits
from the joint operation. Scripps continued to op
erate the newsroom but shed more than 500 em

ployees who did other tasks, mostly in its Cincin
nati operations.

Once the Cincinnati Enquirer took over cir
culation, however, the Kentucky Post began along,
steady decline, dropping to a circulation of 46,000
through much of the 1980s and to 37,000 by 1995,
before leveling off at just fewer than 28,000 by
2000. Trimble retired in 1979, and in December of

that year, Paul H. Knue was named editor of the
Kentucky Post. In August 1983 Knue became edi
tor of the Cincinnati Post and was replaced by
Judy Clabes, who quickly became noted for her
deep commitment to the community.
In 1996 Clabes was named president of the
Scripps Howard Foundation, and in a return to the
very earliest days of the Kentucky Post, Knue be
came editor of both of the Scripps Cincinnati and
Kentucky newspapers. Both the Kentucky and
Ohio editions of the Post continued to struggle
with the growing customer preference for morn
ing newspapers and with the disadvantage of hav
ing its marketing and circulation in the hands of its
competitor. Although circulation of the Cincin
nati Post plunged in Ohio, the Kentucky Post re
mained the dominant paper in Northern Kentucky,
largely because of the community's continued af.
fection for the Kentucky Post's commitment to
the area. Knue retired in 2001, and longtime Post
news executive Mike Philipps was named editor of
the two newspapers; he immediately turned most

of the Post's remaining resources toward the
booming Northern Kentucky market.
In January 2004 the Cincinnati Enquirer an
nounced that it would not continue beyond 2007 its
30-year contract to print and distribute the Post.

With no incentive to support a possible long-term
competitor, the Cincinnati Enquirer let the Ken
tucky Post's circulation slide even further, now lim
iting deliveries to select areas in Boone, Campbell,
and Kenton counties. In July 2007 Scripps an
nounced that the Cincinnati Postand the Kentucky
Post would cease operation, with the last edition of
both being December 31, 2007. The announcement
left Northern Kentucky without a major daily news
paper that it could callits own for the first time in 117
years. On January 1, 2008, an online electronic ver
sion of the Kentucky Post began operations as
kypost.com, a part of the Scripps media network.
Baldasty, Gerald J. E. W. Scripps and the Business of

circulation of about 50,000. Circulation increased

and varied between 53,000 and 54,000 through the
late 1960s and mid-1970s. Scripps's 1958 purchase
of the Times-Star only put off the inevitable as

Newspapers. Urbana: Univ. of Illinois Press, 1999.

Duke, Kerry. “The Post to Say Farewell Dec. 31." KP,
July 17, 2007, IA.
Stevens, George Edward. “A History of the Cincinnati
Post." A thesis submitted to the faculty of the grad
uate school of the Univ. of Minnesota, 1968.

KENTUCKY RIVER NAVIGATION

Trimble, Vance H., ed. Scripps-Howard Handbook.
Cincinnati: E. W. Scripps, 1981.

bers 1 through 5. By 1917, 14 locks and dams had
been completed from a point four miles above

Mike Philipps

Carrollton to just below Beattyville, creating a

KENTUCKYRIVER.The Kentucky Riverforms
the western boundary of the Northern Kentucky
region. Its waters wash the shores of both Carroll
and Owen counties. Before the development of
modern modes of transportation, the river was the
way people of the Northern Kentucky region met
residents of the central and southeastern areas of

the state. Carrollton was a destination city where
rivermen exchanged goods for transshipment
along both the Kentucky and the Ohio rivers. Re
gional cities such as Worthville, Gratz, and
Monterey depended upon the Kentucky River for

channel six feet deep. Already obsolete when com
pleted in 1917, the locks were too narrow and short
for the rapid lockages that might have been able to
compete with railroads.

At the beginning of the 20th century, such

backward) worked the lower river. Showboats,

When Kentucky became a state in 1792, the
Commonwealth assumed jurisdiction over all the

such as the Princess, brought entertainment to
communities during the summertime, until the

rest of the nation, because for many years overland
roads to these places were poor. The Kentucky
River has held much the same importance for the
western reaches of the Northern Kentucky region
as the Ohio River has held for the most northern

Transportation on the Kentucky probably had
little overall effect on the cost of internal transpor.
tation in the state except for a short while near the
end of the 19th century. Nevertheless, for many
places along the river from Carrollton to Frank

counties of the region.
The Kentucky River, nearly 255 miles in length,

fort, the river offered the most convenient contact
with the outside world. Until the construction of

flows from the confluence of the North and South

course to the Ohio River at Carrollton. The head

highways in the 1930s, small towns such as Lock
port, Gratz, and Monterey (see Monterey Baptist
Church) prospered because of their river links.

waters of the Three Forks of the Kentucky River—

Commissions have studied the future of the

the North, the Middle, and the South—rise in the

Kentucky River for decades. The 1990 General As
sembly passed a law creating the Kentucky River
Authority (KRA), which is empowered to develop
comprehensive long-range water-reservoir man
agement and drought-response plans; to maintain
locks and dams; to issue administrative regulations
for clean water; to develop recreation areas; and
to conceive methods of protecting groundwater
within the river's basin. In addition, such advocacy
groups as Kentuckians for the Commonwealth,
Kentucky Riverkeeper, and Kentucky Waterways
Alliance participate in the task of monitoring, pro
tecting, and improving the Kentucky River.
One challenge they face is that sewage, salt
water from oil and gas wells, runoff from coal mines,
and other environmental problems strain the riv

to Carrollton. In the river basin, the Cincinnati

Arch, which crests at Camp Nelson, caused the land
to rise during the Pliocene and the Pleistocene ep
ochs (see Geology). At one time the Kentucky
flowed into the Ohio River far north of present-day
Carrollton, but glaciation and constant weathering
altered both rivers' courses (see Glaciers).

The Kentucky River was vital to both Ameri
can Indians and European pioneers, and it then
became a major transportation route early in state
history. Flatboats built on its banks transported
tobacco, whiskey, and other agricultural products.
Steamboats made their appearance on the riverbe
ginning in 1816. Being a relatively narrow and me
andering river, the Kentucky in its natural state
was subject to periods of flood and low water. There
were pools of deep water, impounded by sand and
gravelbars or rocky shoals, every few miles through
out the length of the river. As flatboats, keelboats,
and steamboats became increasingly important to
the state's economy, plans were made for a system
of locks and dams to be constructed by the federal
government (see Kentucky River Navigation).
Because no federal funds were forthcoming, the
state built five locks between 1836 and 1842, regu
larizing transportation for less than 100 miles of
the river's length. Well-known steamboats such as
the Blue Wing, the Argo, and the Ocean used the
Kentucky River before the Civil War.
When Railroads pushed into the region, they
superseded much of the river transportation of
freight. In 1880 the federal government took over
the old system of lock and dams, which were di
lapidated and unusable, and began rebuilding num

its North, Middle, and South Forks near Beat

tyville and flows in a northwesterly direction for
255 miles, reaching the Ohio River at Carrollton.
In its course the river drops more than 220 feet in
elevation. Because the river channel could be navi

Great Depression.

mountains of Eastern Kentucky near Pine Moun
tain. The river drains an area of nearly 7,000 square
miles and drops 226 feet as it flows from Beattyville

RIVER NAVIGATION. The

Kentucky River, which flows into the Ohio River at
Carrollton, is one of the major rivers of Northern
Kentucky. The river is formed at the confluence of

steamboats as the Falls City II, the Royal, and the
Richard Roe were the last of their kind to navigate
the Kentucky River. As late as the 1920s, gas
powered packet boats such as the Hanover, the
White Dove, and the Revonah (Hanover spelled

their economies and communications with the

forks at Beattyville on a generally northwesterly

KENTUCKY
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gated only at high-water stages, and then at peril,
boatmen, farmers, and merchants early became
interested in improving the river for dependable
navigation.

streams within its boundaries. At that time, com

merce was moved by flatboats and keelboats. With
the advent of the steamboat in 1811, support be
came strong for developing improved navigation
conditions. Shortly after statehood was attained,
the state legislature had begun considering im
provements, and sections of the river were sur
veyed over the next several years.
In 1828 the state requested a federal survey of
the river to plan a project that could provide a more
reliable transportation artery. U.S. Army engineers
mapped the river from its mouth upstream to
Boonesborough and recommended federal fund
ing for construction of an experimental dam at
Frankfort to determine the feasibility of additional
improvements. However, no federal assistance was
provided. From the 1820s through the early 1830s,
the State Board of Internal Improvements ap
proved expenditures allowing for removal of the
most treacherous rock and snag obstructions in
the channel. In 1835, based on previous surveys
and studies, state engineer R. Philip Baker devel
oped plans for a slack-water project to provide a
six-foot navigable depth by construction of 17
locks and dams on the Kentucky River, from the
mouth to the Three Forks at Beattyville. (Slackwa
ter refers to the easily navigable water between one
dam and the next dam upstream.)
With authorization from the Board of Internal

er's ability to regenerate itself. The nonbiodegrad

Improvements, Sylvester Welch, the chief project

able waste floating in the river duringspring floods
or left hanging in trees along the riverbank is a vis
ible sign of the pollution of the Kentucky River.
Sediment constricts the river in many places be
cause of the runoff from mining and agricultural
operations and housing developments.
The future of the Kentucky River is uncertain.
As the old locks and dams deteriorate, state gov
ernment and the public at large must make impor
tant and costly decisions about replacements.
Moreover, as the population of central and North
ern Kentucky grows, increasing stress will be
placed on the watershed.

engineer, directed construction of five locks and

Clark, Thomas D. The Kentucky. New York: Farrar
and Rinehart, 1942,

dams between 1835 and 1842. These structures es

tablished the six-foot depth up to Oregon in
Woodford Co., about 95 miles above the mouth of

the river. Construction of additional projects was
suspended in 1842 because insufficient funds were
provided from the state. The five completed proj
ects consisted of rock-filled timber-crib dams and

stone masonry locks. Each of the locks was 38 feet
wide and 145 feet long, with an average lift of 14
feet. The steamboat New Argo was the first to pass
through the locks, arriving in Frankfort in Febru
ary 1840. The project cost just over $1 million.
However, it was still 160 miles short of the goal of
the Three Forks region and the wish to develop and
market the abundant resources of the Eastern Ken

Coleman, J. Winston. Steamboats on the Kentucky.

Lexington, Ky. Winburn, 1960.
Ellis, William E. The Kentucky River. Lexington:
Univ. Press of Kentucky, 2000.
William E. Ellis

tucky mountains.
During its early years of operation, the project
enabled bustling steamboat commerce. But in the
first 25 years of operation, the state collected less
than $475,000 in tolls, while expending $315,000
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for upkeep and maintenance. The difference of
$160,000 was entirely inadequate to extend the sys
tem into the mountain region.
During the Civil War, care of the system was
neglected, and several of the locks received battle
inflicted damage. At the end of the war, the five
locks were in bad condition, and the state lacked

funds for repairs. Therefore, the state leased the
project to the Kentucky River Navigation Com
pany, which agreed to repair the structures and
build additional locks and dams up to the moun
tains. However, that scheme collapsed owing to
shortage of funds, and by the 1870s, the five struc
tures had fallen into ruin, becoming more an ob
struction to navigation than an aid.
Still, there was the clamor by river men, busi
nesses, and politicians to extend the system upriver
to the Three Forks, but adequate funding for re
pairs and extension of the system was not provided
by the state government. The state requested fed

The Kentucky River navigation system simply
did not bring about a long-term economic stimu
lus. In 1986 the Corps of Engineers began leasing
the 14 locks and dams to the Commonwealth's

Kentucky River Authority. Since then, the Corps
has repaired several of the dams in order to main
tain an adequate water supply for many Bluegrass
communities. The Authority manages the water
supply function and operates the lower four locks
specifically for recreational boating in the summer
months. Thus, the history of navigation develop
ment on the Kentucky River has come full circle.
The Commonwealth built the original projects in
the early 1800s; the federal government took con

attracting some of NASCAR's top drivers for prac
tice runs. Three types of races are held there: the
NASCAR Busch Series (stock cars); the Indy Rac
ing League, using Indianapolis-type open-wheeled
cars; and the NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series

(race trucks). Of all the major sports, NASCAR is
clearly the most family-oriented, and it is marketed
to families. Family involvementand family-friendly
drivers are a big part of the circuit's appeal. Specta
tor families love to camp there. Meanwhile, new
roads, interstate exits, and sewers have been con
structed in Gallatin Co. to accommodate the fans.

eral aid, and in the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1879,

delivered to towns that were difficult to reach over

Hotels, restaurants, and resorts are appearing
nearby. Much-needed jobs are coming to both Gal
latin and Carroll counties, and a general-aviation
airport has been proposed to serve Gallatin, Car
roll, and Owen counties. The Kentucky Speedway
has begun to host other types of events when not
conducting racing concerts, driving schools, and
corporate outings. In 2008, Bruton Smith, chair
man and CEO of Speedway Motorsports Inc., pur

Congress appropriated $100,000 for a survey of the
river, directing the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
to undertake the work and stating that the federal
government would become the owner of the sys
tem.Col. William E. Merrill conducted the survey
and study and recommended reconstruction of
the five old projects and construction of additional
locks and dams to reach the mountain region.
Congress adopted this plan, and Kentucky ceded
the projects to the United States in March 1880.
The Corps began repairs immediately. Even
though it was necessary to completely rebuild sev
eralofthe oldlocks and dams, and although floods
hampered the work, by 1886 all five of the old
structures were reopened. River-borne commerce
experienced a resurgence as the locks served
steamboats, flatboats, and log rafts. Still the fervor
for further expansion of the navigation system
simmered. The plan approved by the 1879 act rec

land, like Gratz and Monterey in Owen Co. Resi

chased Kentucky Speedway, paying $78 million

dents of such areas also had access to entertain

and also assuming $63.3 million in debts. Smith,
whose company owns seven other auto racing
tracks, stated that he plans to move a NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series race to Kentucky Speedway and
to boost seating capacity to 115,000. Previous CEO
and owner Jerry Carroll has agreed to continue in
an advisory capacity.

ommended construction of 12 locks and dams to

provide navigation to Beattyville. Following fail
ure of an experimental bear-trap dam near Beat
tyville, the Corps modified the plan to reduce
costs by raising the average lift of the new dams
from 15 to 18 feet and reducing the number of new
projects to 9. Number 6 was completed in 1891,
and in subsequent years, in spite of floods and
sporadic funding by the Congress, the Corps built
all 9projects, completing number 14 in 1917. Num
bers 9 through 14 were constructed of concrete,
unlike the old timber-crib dams and quarried
stone locks.

Throughout those years, the driving force was
the pervading "boosterism" to complete the sys
tem to the mountains for the extraction of timber

and coal. Waterborne commerce on the Kentucky
River fluctuated greatly in the construction years
and following completion of the system. The com
ing of adequate rail service caused a dramatic de
crease in traffic; the navigation system now had to
compete with other transportation modes. From

trol in 1880; and since 1986 the Commonwealth

has managed the entire system.
Within the Northern Kentucky region, the
navigation of the Kentucky River provided impor
tant links with the outside world for areas in Car

roll and Owen counties. Supplies and goods were

ment from showboats. River commerce made

Carrollton the important port that it once was,
and it was on the waters of the Kentucky River
where central and eastern Kentuckians met

Northern Kentuckians, if ever so unintentionally
and informally. Modern highways and new forms
of communication have replaced, somewhat, the
role of the Kentucky River for those parts of the
region.
Ellis, William E. The Kentucky River Lexington: Univ.
Press of Kentucky, 2000.
Johnson, Leland R. The Falls City Engineers: A His

tory of the Louisville District Corps of Engineers
United States Army. Louisville, Ky. Louisville
District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1974,
1984.

Johnson, Leland R., and Charles Parrish, Kentucky
River Development: The Commonwealth's Wa

terway. Louisville, Ky. Louisville District of the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1999.
Charles E. Parrish
KENTUCKY SPEEDWAY. The nation's newest

The Kentucky Symphony Orchestra (formerly the
Northern Kentucky Symphony) is a professional
orchestra with offices in Newport. Founded in
1992 by James Cassidy, its current music director,
the orchestra played its first concerts in Highland
Heights at the newly opened Greaves Concert Hall
on the campus of Northern Kentucky University.
Before 1992 a Northern Kentucky Symphony Or
chestra existed from 1934 through 1955 as a volun
teer community orchestra. This group rehearsed
and performed at the Covington YMCA and at the
Covington Public Library auditorium (now the
Carnegie Visual and Performing Arts Cen
ter). Its music director at that time was Fritz Bruch.

more than 30,000 cars and 2,000 recreational ve

James Cassidy, having just completed the or
chestral conducting program of the University of
Cincinnati's College-Conservatory of Music, of

ment of coal on the river ceased in the 1960s, and
all commercial traffic ended in 2000.

surface is also one of the best in the nation, often

and the value thereof, declined precipitously. Move

KENTUCKY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA.

major spectator sport, NASCAR, came to the
Northern Kentucky region with the arrival in Gal
latin Co. of Jerry Carroll's Kentucky Speedway.
Located along Ky. Rt. 35 just north of I-71 and eas
ily reached from three major markets, Northern
Kentucky-Greater Cincinnati, Louisville, and Lex
ington, this multimillion-dollar venture is chang
ing the nature and the economics of Gallatin Co.
The speedway was built on 1,000 acresata privately
funded cost of $152 million and opened in 2000; it
seats more than 66,000 and provides parking for
hicles. Having attracted a single-day crowd of
72,312 at a race, the speedway already holds the at
tendance record for sporting events held in the re
gion. Some 300,000 patrons attended the races in
the track's first season, and attendance has grown
steadily ever since. The track is a 1.5-mile tri-oval
with a state-of-the-art banking design. The racing

1900 to 1930, commerce in various commodities,

Kentucky Speedway."SprintCup Race Now Likely"KE,
May 23, 2008, A1. www.kentuckyspeedway.com.

In 1986 a group of local musicians formed the
Music Society of Northern Kentucky, based at the
Carnegie Center. The organization offered cham
ber music and ensembles, which were later aug.
mented to form an orchestra, which was under the
direction of Jack Kirstein. In 1990, after Kirstein

retired, several conductors led the Music Society's
orchestra and ensembles, until the orchestra dis
solved in 1991.

fered to start an orchestra whose mission would be

to make symphonic musicattractive, accessible, and
affordable to the people of Northern Kentucky and
the tri-state area. Central to the mission were inno

vative and thematic programs that would bring rel
evant and extramusical ideas to the marketing and

KENTUCKY TIMES-STAR

presentation of these concerts. The Music Society's
dormant corporation was revived, and the corpo
rate name was changed to the Northern Kentucky
Symphony Inc. (NKS). Having completed an audi
tion of more than 80 musicians, Cassidy took the
new Northern Kentucky Symphony to the Greaves
Concert Hall stage on November 21, 1992, with an
all-Russian program featuring Russian dancers,
familiar show pieces, and a rising local talent, pia
nist Michael Chertock. The NKS played four pro
grams or performances in its first season, with 14
paid-per-service core members leading each sec
tion. The orchestra's 1992–1993 season included

its first dinner-concert with a Viennese program at
the Oldenberg Brewery and a salute to Richard
Rodgers: the orchestra accompanied video clips
from the 1960s television documentary Victory at
Sea. By the orchestra's fourth season, unique pro
gramming and collaborations had allowed the
NKS to increase its budget tenfold and increase its
number of performances and per-service musi
cians. In 1996 the American Symphony Orchestra
League acknowledged that the Northern Kentucky
Symphony was “the fastest growing orchestra in
America." By 2001 the NKS had collaborated on
stage with many local arts groups, including the
Cincinnati Opera, the Cincinnati Ballet, the Play
house in the Park, the Shakespeare Festival, the
Ensemble Theatre, the Cincinnati Zoo, the Cincin

nati Choral Society, the Cincinnati Observatory,
ensembles from Northern Kentucky University
and the College Conservatory of Music, and sev
eral Kentucky-based visual artists. Featured enti
ties and groups like Hasbro (Trivial Pursuit),
NBC's Saturday Night Live (Deep Thoughts by
Jack Handy), the alternative rock group Over the
Rhine, the Kentucky National Guard, Blessed
Union of Souls, and the University of Kentucky
Opera Theatre have also appeared in concert with
the NKS. In late August 2001, at a concertin Devou
Park that drew about 10,000 people from around
the region, the NKSshed its local name for a larger
regional identity and became the Kentucky Sym
phony Orchestra (KSO).
Today, the KSO and its music director James
Cassidy boast a professional orchestra with a core
of 50 quality professionals together with a number
of talented charter musicians who helped start the
organization. The orchestra offers three series of
concerts annually, the Subscription, Education,
and Summer Park series. Several KSO subsidiary
groups (the Newport Ragtime Band, the Flood
Wall Jazz Quintet, the KSO Boogie Band, the KSO
Chorale, and the SouthBank Theatre Orchestra)

have been formed over the years to afford musi
cians and audiences alike the opportunity to au
thentically experience a range of music genres
documenting America's relatively young musical
heritage. Throughout the course of a year, the KSO

and its subsidiary groups perform about 40 con
certs for an annual audience of roughly 40,000.
The KSO's innovative approach to program
ming, together with its commitment to fiscally re
sponsible growth and management, has garnered
support from individuals and companies through
out the region who see the KSO as a tangible in

vestment in their community. From concert per
formances of operas (Tosca and Othello) and
Broadway musicals (Jesus Christ Superstar and
Sweeney Todd), to silent-film accompaniments
(Ben-Hur and Phantom of the Opera), to high
tech theatrical presentations (Miraculous Man
darin) and nostalgic re-creations (Spike Jones,
Frank Sinatra, and WLW Crosley Square tributes),
the KSO offers its audiences the widest possible
array of culture and entertainment. Through these
performances and additional appearances at spe
cial events, grand openings, and civic celebrations,
the orchestra continues to enhance the quality of
life in Northern Kentucky.
“Kentucky Symphony Orchestra,” CE, October 13,
2002, E8.

“Making Fine Music South of the River,” CE, Novem
ber 9, 1999, C7.

“Northern Kentucky Symphony,” CE, January 14,
2000, 7.

"Rehearsal Set for Symphony," KTS, January 3, 1955,
2A.

James R. Cassidy
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ing Cincinnati Star, another evening paper, which
had been in business since 1872. Its price was ini
tially two cents but had jumped to three cents in
1879. The first issue of the new Cincinnati Times

Star appeared on June 27, 1880.
The following year brought a development that
eventually had a direct bearing on the Cincinnati
Times-Star. A newspaper entrepreneur named
James Scrippsbought the Cincinnati Penny Press,
which had been launched a short time before, from
brothers Alfred (Frank) and Walter Wellman. It

was a small newspaper, four pages a day, six col
umns to the page. James's brother Edward Willis
Scripps bought control of the paper in 1883 and
made it into a feisty workingman's paper that even
tually won a toehold in the tough Cincinnati mar
ket of 12 newspapers.
In 1890, anxious to capture part of the North
ern Kentucky market, Scripps opened a bureau at
404 Scott St. in Covington and hired 30 people to
put out a Kentucky edition of the Post. It made its
first appearance on September 15, 1890.
The Cincinnati Times-Starsoon followed suit,

setting up a Covington bureau a few doors down at
KENTUCKY TIMES-STAR. The Kentucky
Times-Star was, in its day, one of the leading daily
newspapers in Northern Kentucky. Like many
Northern Kentucky business enterprises, it was a
stepchild of a Cincinnati-based organization; and
as is often the case with newspapers, it had a tu
multuous life cycle. The Kentucky Times-Star
began its existence on November 2, 1923, when the
Cincinnati Times-Star launched a separately la

410 Scott St. It later moved to offices in the Moose

beled edition to serve customers in Northern Ken

Enquirer for domination of the Northern Ken
tucky market.
One result was the launch of the Kentucky
Times-Star as a full-fledged Northern Kentucky

tucky. The seeds of the newspaper were planted
more than a half century earlier, when the Cincin
nati Times-Star itself was formed from the con

Lodge at the southwest corner of Fifth St. and
Madison Ave. in Covington and opened another
Northern Kentucky bureau at 414 York St. in New
port. Joseph Hogan ran the Covington branch at
the time, and Thomas Hogan directed the New
port one. That set the stage for what proved to be a
lively rivalry between the Cincinnati Post and the
Cincinnati Times-Star and, later, the Cincinnati

solidation of three competing newspapers. One

newspaper in 1923. Harry Meier was its managing

was the Cincinnati Times, founded in 1840 as the

Spirit of the Times. The Spirit of the Times shut
down on May 19, 1841, about a month after the
launch of the Cincinnati Enquirer, but came back
a year later as the Times, a one-cent afternoon
daily. Its publisher was Calvin W. Starbuck, and its

editor, and the Kentucky Times-Star declared it
self to be the "largest and best" newspaper in the
entire state. It was also the only afternoon daily in
the region to carry stories from the Associated
Press. Published Monday through Saturday, the
newspapersold for two cents. The Kentucky Times

first editor was Edwin R. Campbell. Starbuck died

Star prospered, and when word came that the

a wealthy man in 1870; the value of his estate was

and was sold for two-thirds that amount in 1871 to

Moose Lodge building was about to be sold, the
newspaper commissioned one of Cincinnati's
leading architectural firms, Samuel Hannaford
and Sons, to design a proper home for the news

the publishers of the Cincinnati Evening Chroni
cle, a competitor since 1868. The new owners, in
cluding Benjamin Eggleston, Alexander Sands,
and Calvin W. Thomas, combined the two publi

featured hand-carved stone blocks facing the
street, heavy bronze doors, and, on the inside, the
latest craze in woodworking, “The Kentucky

estimated to be $750,000—a veritable fortune. The

Times was appraised at $200,000 upon his death

cations as the Times-Chronicle, but later the name
was shortened to the Cincinnati Times.

In 1879 Charles Phelps Taft, alawyer educated at
Yale University and a member of the famous Repub
lican Taft family, joined with other investors, H. P.
Royden and David Sinton, to buy a controlling inter
est in the Cincinnati Times. It was the beginning of
what became a long and legendary association. Taft
owned the newspaper until his death on December
31, 1929, control then passed to his nephew, Hulbert
Taft, who became editor in chief and president.
One of Charles P. Taft's first acts at the Cincin

nati Times was to purchase, in 1880, the compet

paper enterprise at 421 Scott St. in Covington. It

Times-Star" was chiseled into the stone front of the

structure. The surest sign the Kentucky Times
Star had “arrived" was the fact that it had its own,

exclusive telephone number, Covington 4320.

“Throngs Visit New Home of Kentucky Times
Star" announced a front-page headline the day the
new building opened. The story itself noted, “Many
flowers were sent to the offices by citizens who were
loud in their praise of the new building, which was
declared to be one of the handsomest structures in

the city."
For the next 35 years, the Kentucky Times
Star fought for control of the Northern Kentucky
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market with the Kentucky Post and, to a lesser ex
tent, the Cincinnati Enquirer. In the end it was a

Towles, Donald B. The Press of Kentucky, 1787–1974.
Frankfort: Kentucky Press Association, 1994.

losing battle. Because it had long been owned by

Robert White

the Taft family (first Charles Phelps Taft and then
his nephew Hubert Taft), the Ohio and Kentucky
editions of the Times-Star were widely regarded as
a conservative, business-oriented Republican
voice. But the Kentucky edition of the newspaper
was sold in a community that, at the time, was
largely blue-collar and heavily Democratic. Dur
ing the Great Depression, the Kentucky Times
Star, like the Cincinnati Enquirer, struggled to
match the popularity in Northern Kentucky of the
crusading, blue-collar, Democrat-oriented Post.
In 1940, although the Times-Star outsold the Post
in Cincinnati, the Post was the dominant paper in
Northern Kentucky.
By the end of World War II, the gap was wid
ening further, and the Times-Star, on both sides of
the Ohio River, experienced mounting financial
pressure. Its executives eventually acknowledged
that the Times-Star had begun losing money in
1952, with losses exceeding $1 million in the
1957–1958 fiscal year. Although its employees did

KERLEY, JOHN A. “JACK’” (b. December 6,

1951, Newport, Ky). A former advertising copy
writer who has become a suspense-thriller writer,
Jack Kerley of Newport published his first novel,
The Hundredth Man, in June 2004. It made quite
a splash in the literary world. The audio and movie
rights were sold for more than $1.5 million before
the book was even on bookstore shelves. Kerley
claims that his stories evolve as he walks along the
Ohio River through Covington, Newport, and
Bellevue. He carries a small tape recorder to cap
ture ideas as they occur. Kerley is a graduate of Ball
State University in Muncie, Ind. He and his wife
Elaine have a daughter, Amanda, and a son, John.
“The Hundredth Man'—Newport Retiree Pens De

tective Novel," KP, August 13, 2003,5K.
Kerley, Jack. Interview by Deborah Kohl Kremer,
March 2004, Villa Hills, Ky.
Wecker, David. “Ad Man Forsakes Slogans and Sells
Detective Novels,” CP, July 17, 2004, C1.

not know it until after the fact, the Times-Star

published its last edition on Saturday, July 19, 1958.
Its 649 employees in both Cincinnati and North
ern Kentucky were notified by telegram and tele
phone calls that weekend that Scripps Howard, the
owner of the Post, had purchased the Times-Star.

Most were told to come to work the following
Monday and clean out their desks. That day, July
21, 1958, Northern Kentucky residents were pre
sented with a new evening daily newspaper, the
Kentucky Post and Times-Star Astory announc
ing the merger noted that the Kentucky Times
Star's combined circulation at the time had been

22,784, while the Kentucky Post's stood at 42,855.
The Northern Kentucky headquarters for the com
bined publication became the Kentucky Post
building at 421 Madison Ave. in Covington. The
Post picked up some Times-Star staff members,
notably advertising manager George Brady and
sports editor Tom Kramer. But most of the other
employees of the Times-Star were out of work. The
Post kept the Times-Star name for nearly a quar
ter century, phasing it out of the masthead on the
front page and finally dropping it, without fanfare,
from the editorial page masthead on May 1, 1982.

Deborah Kohl Kremer

McCormick, Mike. “Major Statement Got John James
Key Booted from Military by Lincoln," Terre
KEY, JOHN JAMES, MAJOR (b. 1817, Wash

ington, Ky.; d. October 15, 1886, Washington,
D.C.). John James Key, a judge and a Civil War
major, was the oldest child of Marshall Key and
Harriet Sellman Key. He worked in the Mason Co.
clerk's office with his father and during the 1840s
served at least one term as Mason Co. clerk. On

December 7, 1842, Key wed Mary S. Reed, and the
couple had one child, Joseph R. Key. After Mary
died, perhaps during childbirth, John married
Hester Ann “Hetty" Rudd on April 18, 1849. Key
and his second wife had at least three daughters. In
June 1853, Key bought some Perry Co., Ind., real
estate, including 102 acres owned by federal judge
Elisha Mills Huntington, a brother-in-law of his
wife Hetty. Key was elected as a Cannelton, Ind.,
town trustee and spearheaded a successful effort to
make Cannelton the Perry Co. seat. Soon after be
ing admitted to the Indiana bar, he was chosen
prosecuting attorney but refused to qualify, to al
low his brother-in-law Christopher Rudd Jr. to as
sume the post. When the Court of Common Pleas
was established in 1860 for five Indiana counties,

“Centennial Edition, 1881–1981," CP, October 27,
1981.

Hooper, Osman Castle. History of Ohio Journalism,
1793–1922. Columbus, Ohio: Spahr and Glenn,
1933.

Kenny, Herbert A. Newspaper Row, Journalism in
the Pre-Television Era. Chester, Conn.; Globe Pe

quot Press, 1987.

“Post Buys Times-Star.” KP. July 21, 1958, 1.
Reis, Jim. “Newspapers Emerged and Then Merged.”
KPJanuary 23, 1989,4K.

“Throngs Visit New Home of Kentucky Times-Star."
KTS, June 1, 1927, 1.

Trimble, Vance H. The Astonishing Mr. Scripps: The
Turbulent Life of America's Penny Press Lord.
Ames: Iowa State Univ. Press, 1992.

, ed. Scripps-Howard Handbook. 3rd rev. ed.
Cincinnati. E. W. Scripps, 1981.

Lincoln (1861–1865) summoned him to the White

House on September 27, 1862, to interrogate him.
Though there was no evidence of disloyalty, Lin
coln dismissed Key from the military. Lincoln
made it clear that the discharge was an honorable
one, but Key begged the president for reinstate
ment. Ensuing communications from the president
to Key are cited by the Gilder-Lehrman Institute of
American History as among the most important
600 documents in U.S. history.
Key's setback was made more difficult when he
learned that his only son was killed on the battle
field on October 8, 1862, at Perryville, Ky. In early
1863, Key relocated to Terre Haute, Ind., to practice
law and sell insurance. For a while, he was a partner
with attorney Daniel W. Voorhees, a Democratic
congressman and a future U.S. senator from Indi
ana. In 1876 Key accepted an invitation from U.S.
attorney general Alphonso Taft to negotiate cotton
claims for the United States in England. In 1878 the
family moved to the Georgetown section of the
District of Columbia, where Key handled claims
against foreign governments. He died in 1886 and
was buried at the Holy Rood Cemetery in the
Georgetown neighborhood of Washington, D.C.

including Perry Co., Key was appointed the first
district judge. In November 1861 he resigned to
join the Union cause as a colonel in the 60th Indi
ana Regiment. Later he became a major in the U.S.
Army as adjutant to Gen. Henry W. Halleck.
John Key's younger brother, Col. Thomas Mar
shall Key, was Gen. George B. McClellan's aide
de-camp. When a fellow officer asked John Key why
General McClellan's forces did not exercise their

advantage at the battle of Antietam during Septem
ber 1862, Key allegedly replied: “That is not in the
game. The object is that neither army shall gain
much advantage over the other; that both shall be
kept in the field until they are exhausted, when we
will make a compromise and save slavery." Upon
learning of Key's statement, President Abraham

Haute (Ind.) Tribune-Star, June 16, 2002, D5.
Terre Haute: Queen City of the Wabash.
Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia, 2005.

— “Unlikely Key Conceives Lincoln's Letter His
toric Significance," Terre Haute (Ind.) Tribune
Star, June 23, 2002, D5.
Mike McCormick

KEY, MARSHALL"COLONEL (b. September
8, 1788, Fauquier Co., Va.; d. November 16, 1860,
Louisville, Ky). Marshall Key, a county clerk and
a friend of Harriet Beecher Stowe, was the youn
gest son of James and Judith Keith and the nephew
of U.S. Supreme Court chief justice John Marshall.
Key relocated to Washington in Mason Co. with
his father before 1815 and in 1815 purchased a
brick Georgian townhouse, with an elegant curved
staircase, that had been erected by Francis Taylor
in 1807. On April 18, 1816, Key married Harriet
Sellman, daughter of Dr. John and Elizabeth Far
rar Sellman of Cincinnati. The couple had six chil
dren before Harriet died on July 14, 1832. Key
owned a tavern in Washington and was elected
Mason Co. clerk. Among his employees were his
oldest son, John James Key, and Edward Allen
Hannegan of Hamilton Co., Ohio. Both men be
came lawyers. Marshall Key sponsored young Han
negan's education at the law school at Transylvania
University in Lexington and helped him establish
a law practice in Indiana. Hannegan later became a
U.S. congressman and a U.S. senator. After his
wife's death, Marshall Key sent his daughter Eliza
beth to the Western Female Institute in Cincinnati

founded by Catharine Beecher of Hartford, Conn.
During the summer of 1833, Colonel Key, as he
was called, invited two teachers from his daugh
ter's school, Mary Dutton and Harriet Beecher, to
be houseguests at the Key home in Washington for
a few days. As entertainment, he escorted the

KINGSBURY, GILBERT W. “GIL”

young women to witness a slave auction at the
Mason Co. Courthouse. According to tradition, it
was this experience that inspired Harriet Beecher
Stowe to write the controversial best-selling novel
Uncle Tom's Cabin nearly 20 years later. On June
29, 1857, Key married widow Helen Bullitt Martin
and moved to Louisville. He died there in 1860 and

was buried at the Bullitt Family Cemetery, near the
Oxmoor section of Louisville. The Marshall Key
home in Washington is now the Harriet Beecher
Stowe Slavery to Freedom Museum.
Bullitt Family Cemetery Records, Louisville, Ky.
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. Maysville, Kentucky:

From Past to Present in Pictures. Maysville, Ky.
Mason Co. Museum, 1983.

KIDWELL, ALVIN (b. November 27, 1893,

Trimble Co., Ky.; d. April 12, 1974, Carrollton, Ky).

Day 1963. Five miles of shoreline were created. Boat
ing, swimming, picnicking, and camping facilities

Trimble Co. native Alvin Kidwell, who became a

were also constructed.

Kentucky state senator, spent most of his life in

The administration of Kentucky governor Bert
Combs (1959–1963) decided to open the park with
the name Falmouth Lake State Park, assuming

Gallatin and Owen counties. He owned the Wil

ladean Nursery in Sparta for more than 40 years,
retiring in 1969, and was a leader in the Kentucky
Nurserymen's Association. An army veteran of
World War I and an American Legion executive
committee member, Kidwell often appeared around
the region at veterans' groups and Democratic po
litical meetings. He served as a state senator for 26
years (1941–1967) and as president pro tem of the
Kentucky Senate during the administrations of
governors Lawrence Wetherby (1950–1955) and

. The Towns of Mason County: Their Past in

Earle Combs (1959–1963). His 26th Senate District

Pictures. Maysville, Ky: Maysville and Mason Co.
Library Historical and Scientific Association, ca.

included Boone, Carroll, Gallatin, Henry, Old

1986.

dean of the senate, a position that allowed him to

ham, Owen, and Trimble counties. He became the

Mike McCormick

vote on all commissions. Because of Kidwell's ten

KEY. THOMAS MARSHALL, COLONEL (b.

ure and seniority in the Senate, and given the rules
regarding who is in charge when the governor and
the lieutenant governor are not present within the
state, Kidwell was the acting governor of Kentucky

August 8, 1819, Washington, Ky.; d. January 15,
1869, Lebanon, Ohio). Thomas Marshall Key, a
judge and a Civil War colonel, was the second son
of Marshall Key and Harriet Sellman Key. After
attending Augusta College in Augusta, Ky., he
enrolled at Yale University in New Haven, Conn.,
and graduated in 1838, before his 19th birthday.

some 26 times. He died in 1974 at the Carroll Co.

Hospital in Carrollton at age 80, survived by his
wife Josephine Graham Kidwell. After a Methodist
Church ceremony, he was buried in the Warsaw
Cemetery.

While at Yale, he was a member of the exclusive se

“Around the Towns,” KTS, March 1, 1957, 3A.

cret society Skull and Bones. Key studied law in
Cincinnatiunder Alphonso Taft, who later became
U.S. attorney general under President Ulysses S.

“Former Senate Dean Dies,” KP, April 15, 1974,8.

Grant (1869–1877); Taft was the father of President
William Howard Taft (1909–1913).

“Former Senator Alvin Kidwell Dies at Age 80.” Gall
atin County News, April 18, 1974, 1.
Warsaw Cemetery Records. US GenWeb Project.
www.rootsweb.com.

KINCAID LAKE STATE PARK. Located four

dent Abraham Lincoln (1861–1865) removed Gen
eral McClellan from command on November 5,

1862, Key returned to Cincinnati, suffering from
pulmonary disease believed to have been contracted
during the Civil War Antietam campaign. He died
of pneumonia in Lebanon, Ohio, in 1869 and was
buried at Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati.
Appletons' Cyclopaedia of American Biography.
New York: D. Appleton, 1894.
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. Maysville, Kentucky:

From Past to Present in Pictures. Maysville, Ky.
Mason Co. Museum, 1983.

Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati.
Mike McCormick

that the name would be identifiable to travelers; in

1970 the park's name was changed to Kincaid Lake
State Park. The dam survived the flood of March

1964 (see Flood of 1964), when the water level

rose to within six inches of the top of the dam. In
1980 the height of the dam was increased and the
spillway was widened, and the lake grew to 183
acres. Over the years, many amenities have been
added: a nine-hole golf course, a swimming pool, a
300-seat amphitheater, and a multipurpose build
ing (dedicated September 7, 1980). The park has
also been expanded by additional acreage. By 1965
some 100,000 visitors had come to the park; today
that number is close to 500,000 annually. The park
has become home to the Kentucky Wool Festival
and the Kincaid Regional Theater. There is a move
ment under way to build a lodge at the park, logi
cally the next step. Kincaid Lake State Park has
provided some much-needed economic develop
ment for Pendleton Co. while delivering more than
900 acres of recreational opportunities to North
ern Kentucky. It is one of the four state parks
within the region.
A Brief History of the Kincaid Park Develop. As

sociation (Incorporated) and the Final Report of
the Treasurer on the Land Purchasing Fund.
Falmouth, Ky: Falmouth Outlook, 1964.
Falmouth Outlook, July 27, 1987.

Johnson, Omer. “Park Offers Variety of Pleasures,"
CP, June 24, 1987, 2B,

When the Commercial Court of Cincinnati was

organized in 1848, Key was appointed the first judge
and served for five years. In 1858 he wed Elizabeth
Boylan and was elected to the Ohio Senate as a
Democrat. Following the attack by the Confederates
on Fort Sumter, S.C., in 1861, Key was instrumental
in securing unanimous legislative support in Ohio
for the Union cause, and in April 1861 he was Ohio
governor William Dennison's emissary to persuade
Kentucky governor Beriah Magoffin (1859–1862)
not to aid the Confederates. Named judge advocate
and aide-de-camp on the staff of Union general
George B. McClellan, Key was given the rank of col
onel. While stationed in the nation's capital, he
drafted and promoted the passage of a bill abolish
ing slavery in the District of Columbia. When Presi
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miles northeast of Falmouth in Pendleton Co.,

along Ky. Rt. 159, the Kincaid Lake State Park was
named for the creek that was dammed to create its

initial 150-acre lake; the creek, in turn, derives its

name from an early pioneer family who lived in
the area. For many years, local attorney and prom
inent historian Edward E. Barton often said that

the site would make a beautiful state park; he died
in 1951, and the park was established in 1958. Kin
caid Lake State Park is the result of a unified effort

by Boone, Campbell, Kenton, and Pendleton coun
ties. Planning began under Kentucky governor
Lawrence A. Wetherby (1950–1955), but it was
during the second term (1955–1959) of Kentucky
governor A. B. “Happy” Chandler that noticeable
progress was made.
Within Pendleton Co., it is generally recognized
that George W. Jacobs and Rev. Charles Lamont
Conrad were the leaders who organized the Kin
caid Park Development Association. By July 1958,
having acquired some 800 acres of land, the associa
tion deeded the property to the state. In August of
that year, a contract was awarded to clear trees and
brush along Kincaid Creek, and work commenced
on a $131,000 earthen dam,500 feet long and 62 feet
high. Built by the Redman Construction Company
of Alexandria, the dam was ready within a year, and
the state began filling the lake and stocking it with
fish, but fishing was not permitted until New Year's

Kentucky State Parks.http://parks.ky.gov/.
“Kincaid Dam Is Progressing,” KP August 12, 1960, 1.
Reis, Jim, “Kincaid Park Result of Unified Effort,” KP,
July 27, 1987,4K.
Mildred Belew

KINGSBURY, GILBERT W. “GIL” (b. April
27, 1909, Covington, Ky.; d. August 21, 1995, Law
renceville, Ga). Gilbert William Kingsbury's long

and varied career as a journalist and a legislator
took him from his native Covington, where he
herded cows up Main St. as aboy, to New York City
and Washington, D.C., and then back to Northern
Kentucky. He was the son of William P. and Ruth
Naomi Runge Kingsbury. His father worked in the
shoe industry, and the family lived at 943 Main St.
in Covington, Gil graduated from Holmes High
School in 1927 and from the University of Ken
tucky in Lexington in 1933. He began his journal
ism career in Covington at the Kentucky Post,
where he worked as a reporter and editor before
moving to a job with the nearby Cincinnati Post.
He left newspaper work in 1939 to become an as
sistant professor at the University of Cincinnati.
Journalism still beckoned, and two years later
Kingsbury joined the Crosley Broadcasting Com
pany and moved to New York City to report for radio
stations WLW in Cincinnatiand WINS in New York

City. In 1945 he became WLW's news correspon
dent in Washington, D.C. Kingsbury continued to
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work for WLW while serving on the staffs of two
U.S. senators from Kentucky, Garrett L. Withers
and Earle Clements. Returning to Northern Ken
tucky in 1951 as the Crosley Broadcasting Compa
ny's public relations director, Kingsbury bought a
house on Edgewood Dr. in Fort Mitchell. A co
worker at WLW said of Kingsbury's work for the
radio station, "He did a lotoflobbying work... was
very articulate and very knowledgeable on all gov
ernment and legislative matters."
Kingsbury served in the Kentucky House of
Representatives from 1958 to 1960. He and his
friends, dubbed "the young turks," supported the
successful candidacy of Democrat Bert Combs
(1959–1963) for governor of Kentucky and criti
cized incumbent governor A.B. "Happy"Chandler

not refuse, to broadcast for the national radio net

work from Chicago. During his work on Club

Matinee radio broadcasts in Chicago, he was as
sociated with Garry Moore for the first time.
After serving in World War II, Kirby re
turned to radio in New York City. His first televi
sion broadcast was in 1948. He was best known as

the sidekick to Garry Moore on the Garry Moore
Show, televised in the 1950s and 1960s. Kirby also
worked alongside Carol Burnett on the Garry
Moore Show, the program that helped Burnett
achieve stardom. Further, he was the announcer

for notable pioneer broadcasts such as the 1953
Goodyear TV Playhouse's production of Marty,
featuring Rod Steiger.
Kirby cohosted, under Allen Funt, the popular

(1935–1939, 1955–1959), who was also a Democrat.

Candid Camera television show of the 1960s.

In 1962 Governor Combs appointed Kingsbury to
the University of Kentucky Board of Trustees.
Kingsbury once said his greatest civic accomplish
ment was working for the Kentucky Better Roads
Council. There he helped establish a $100 million
bondissue to pay for interstate highwaysandparks
in 1960. Kingsbury died in 1995 at the home of his
son in Georgia and was buried in Highland Cem
etery in Fort Mitchell.

Also remembered as a high-profile national broad
cast advertisement announcer, he performed in

"Combs Names Kingsbury as UK Trustee." CE, June
24, 1962,6A.

"Gilbert W. Kingsbury, Journalist, Educator," KPAu
gust 23, 1995, 16A.

"Gilbert W. Kingsbury Served at UK, Crosley." CE,
August 25, 1995,4B.

Hicks, Jack. "Double-Edged Career Gives Kingsbury
Twin Perspective." CE, August 12, 1981, 1A.
"Kingsbury Appointed as Aid to Senator; Annual Pay
$10,300 CE, February 3, 1949, 1.

one of the earliest color national television com

mercials. Kirby continued to play a part in televi

sion advertising through the 1970s, earning a
ProcterandGamble AwardasoutstandingSpokes
person in 1982. He received several other awards

for his many broadcast achievements, including
induction into the Greater Cincinnati Broadcast

ing Hall of Fame.
Kirby's popularity was such that he was literally
a human giveaway prize for a contest on the Garry
Moore Show in the 1950s he spent one weekend as
a house guest in the home of a Cleveland, Ohio,
winner. Kirby's television fame was spoofed in the
1960s popular Rocky and Bullwinkle television
cartoon series with a story about the search for the
stolen "Kirward Derby," a hat that would make its
wearer the smartest man in the world.

"Tate Residence Sold to Gilbert Kingsbury," KP June
14, 1951, 10.

Ann Hicks

KIRBY, DURWARD (b. August 24, 1911. Cov.
ington, Ky.; d. March 15, 2000, Fort Myers, Fla.).
Durward Kirby was a famous television pioneer
who played many roles in radio and television over
the course of his career. The son of Homer Cleve

land Kirby, a train dispatcher, and Alma K. Haglage
Kirby, Durward was born at 1815 Greenup St. in
Covington. He spent his childhood days there and
attended St. Benedict School. During his adoles
cence, his family moved to nearby Fort Thomas,
where he attended St. Thomas School and later

Kirby married Mary Paxton in her hometown
of Indianapolis in 1941. He had two sons, Randall
and Dennis. Durward Kirby authored an autobi
ography, My Life... Those Wonderful Years!
and Bits and Pieces of This and That, as well as a

children's book entitled Dooley Wilson. Kirby
died in 2000 at the Shell Point Village retirement
community in Fort Myers, Fla., and was buried at
Coburn Cemetery in Sherman, Conn.
"Covington Native Kirby was Famous TV Sidekick."
KP. March 17, 2000, 20A.

"Deaths." Ft. Myers (Fla.) News-Press, March 16,

Cloudsofloy orchestrabecamerenowned through
out the nation when, in November 1929, they made
their debut recording for the Brunswick label.
During Kirk's early years, he maintained his home
base in Kansas City, Mo., while he traveled
throughout the United States. His band developed
a Southeast Jazz style similar to that of Count
Basie, also based in Kansas City. After his Clouds
of Joy Orchestra broke up in 1948, Kirkcontinued
to tour. During the 1950s he made several stops in
the Greater Cincinnati area. On one occasion he

added some local talent from Covington to his
tour. According to Nelson Burton, "Andy Kirk
came to Covington and picked up an outstanding
left handed drummer named Hoppie and another
fellow named Al Sears who lived down in the bot
tom of Bush Street." Al Sears later left Kirk and

went to work with Duke Ellington.
Kirk played occasionally as he began to take up
hotel management. During the 1970s, he worked at

the Theresa Hotelin Harlem, NY. He remaineda fig.

2000, 8B.

"Durward Kirby, 88, Sidekick to Television's Garry
Moore," NYT, March 17, 2000, C19.

Highlands High School. After his sophomore
year, he moved with his family (because of his fa
ther's railroad career promotion) to Indianapolis,
and there he attended Arsenal Technical High
School, graduating in 1930.
Kirby started his career in radio while he was
attending Purdue University, West Lafayette, Ind.,
as an engineering student. Later, he became a na
tionally known broadcaster at WLW radio in Cin
cinnati, there he gained recognition through his
reporting about the flood of 1937. He also hosted
big-band broadcasts for WLW from area night

Andy Kirk.

Florida Death Certificate No. 35351, for the year 2000.
Kirby. Durward.My Life... Those Wonderful Years!
Charlotte Harbor, Fla.: Tabby House Books, 1992.
John Schlipp

ure in the New Yorkmusical scenethrough hismem
bership in the city's American Federation of Musi
cians until he developed Alzheimer's disease. His
only child, Andy Kirk Jr., died in 1967. Andy Kirk Sr.
died on December 11, 1992, in New York City and
was buried there; he had no direct survivors.

Hitchcock, H.Wiley, and Stanley Sadie. The New Grove
KIRK, ANDY (b. May 28, 1898, Newport, Ky; d.
December 11, 1992, New York City). Andrew Dewey

Dictionary of American Music. New York: Mac
millan, 1986.

Kirk was the last African American orchestraleader

Larkin, Colin. "Andy Kirk." In Encyclopedia of Pop

from the big band era who was born in Northern
Kentucky. When he was a child, his family moved

Ledin, Lisa, and Simon Anderson. Nelson Burton: My

clubs like the Lookout House. The National Broad

to Denver, where he studied music under Paul
Whiteman's father, Wilberforce. He was a contem

Warous, Peter. "Andy Kirk,94, Big-Band Leader Known
for the Kansas City Sound." NYT, December 15,

casting Company (NBC) took notice of his flood
news reporting and made him an offer he could

porary of nationally known band leaders Duke El
lington, Count Basie, and Jimmy Lunsford. Kirk's

ular Music, vol. 4.3rded. London: Muze, 1998.

Life In Jazz. Cincinnati. Clifton Hills Press, 2000.

1992, sec. B, 15.

Theodore H. H. Harris

KLUEMPER, THEODORE
KIWANIS CLUBS. See Civic Associations.
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ting under way at the association's business office
at 12th and Russell Sts., when three men, each aim

ing a pistol at Kluemper, barged in and demanded
money. Kluemper, stalling for time in order to re
trieve his firearm from his coat hanging nearby,
quipped that the men were “kidding" and told
them, "There is no money here." Within seconds,
the men re-aimed and fired into the adjoining
room, mortally wounding board members John
Rehm, 82, and Andrew Nordmeyer,67. Kluemper,

KLEIN, ROGER(b. December 8, 1911, Bellevue,

Ky; d. August 11, 2002, Alexandria, Ky.) Roger G.
Klein, who coached high school and college tennis
in Northern Kentucky for five decades, was the son
of Albert F. and Edna Mueller Klein. A 1929 gradu
ate of Bellevue High School (see Bellevue Public
Schools), Klein went on to earn a BA from the

University of Kentucky (UK) in 1933; he was cap
tain ofthe UKmen's tennis team. During the Great
Depression, Klein strung tennis rackets at an
athletic-goods store in Cincinnatiandalso gave pri

now armed, shot and killed bandit Zeke Moran.

The other two fled. Kluemper's ability to identify
one of the intrudersled to the capture and eventual
sentencing and execution of Patrick Kearney and
James Lawler. Two days after the shootings, in the
midst of accolades, Kluemper returned to work
humbly repeating that he "just did what he had to
do." The bandage on his cheek revealed his close

vate tennis lessons.

In 1942 Klein returned to Bellevue High
School as a teacher and tennis coach. At that time,

tennis was not sanctioned as a competitive sport
by the Kentucky High School Athletic Association.
It was Klein who helped keep the sport alive in
Kentucky, organizing state tournaments at Belle
vue High School from 1945 to 1951. Bellevue High
School's tennis teams compiled a 419-98 record
during Klein's 31 years as head coach. Hisplayers
won 28 regional singles and doubles tennis cham
pionships. He retired from Bellevue High School
in spring 1974. A few months later, he helped start
both the male and female tennis programs at
Northern Kentucky University (NKU). He had
a 114-102 record as the men's tennis coach and a
72-63 record as the women's tennis coach. His

men's tennis team won the Great Lakes Valley
Conference (GLVC) title in 1986, and that year
Klein was named GLVCCoach of the Year.

Klein retired from coaching tennis in 1987. He
was inducted into the Northern Kentucky High
School Athletic Directors Hall of Fame in 1984
and the NKU Athletic Hall of Fame in 2001. The
tennis courts in Bellevue are named in honor of

him. He died in 2002 and was buried at Evergreen
Cemetery in Southgate.
Boehmker, Terry. "Klein Has Never-Ending Love Af.
fair with Tennis," KP April 11, 1981,8K.
"Roger Klein, Longtime TennisCoach at NKU, Belle
vue High," KP August 13, 2002, 6K.

"Roger Klein Was Called Mr. Tennis–Coach for Bel
levue High." KE, August 15, 2002, C6,
Terry Boehmker
KLUEMPER, THEODORE(b. January 30, 1866,
Covington, Ky; d. July 18, 1946, Covington, Ky.)
Early childhood responsibilities molded the charac
ter of Theodore Kluemper, who served the city of
Covington invarious ways. He was theson of] Ber
nardand Maria Elisabeth Olges Kluemper, both im
migrants from Hanover, Germany. In 1872 Bernard
Kluemper died, leaving Elisabeth to raiseTheodore
and his four siblings. At the age of 13, Theodore
ended his formal education and, along with his el
dest brother, went to work as a cigar maker to sup
port the family. He remained at the Ibold Cigar
Company in Cincinnati, for more than 30 years,
eventually becoming superintendent, until his po
litical career began unfolding in Covington.
Kluemper's long political career, from 1908 to
1940, rode the tide of several changesas Covington

brush with death as he was shot too; he carried a

scar for the rest of his life. As a matter of protocol, a
full investigation was held. Theodore Kluemper
was not only fully exonerated of any mishandling
but was credited with preventing more deaths by
his quick thinking. While some witnesses thought
Kluemper reallybelieved the bandits were kidding,
his statement afterward indicated that he did not:

Theodore Kuemper.

experimented with different forms of municipal
government. Always a Democrat, he began this
second career when he ran for city council, repre
senting the fourth ward, in the election of 1908. He
garnered the third-highest number of votes among

"I saw something in their eyes that wasn't a joke.
I knew it was the realthing."
In 1919 Kluemper lost his reelection bid. Using
his vast city experience, he reentered the civilian
workforce as head of the police department for the
Kentucky Jockey Club. He was now in charge of se
curity at various racetracks in Kentucky (including

the 12 elected council members. Reelected three

the local Latonia Racecourse) and in Illinois.

more times, Kluemper served three of his four
yearson city councilas its president, becoming the
first in Covington's history to hold this office for
three consecutive years. During these four years,
both Latonia and West Covington were annexed
to the City of Covington. It was a time of great ex
pansion for the city.
In November 1912 the newly elected mayor,
George "Pat" Philipps, named Kluemper as his
chief of police, which at that time was an adminis
trative appointment and did not require experi
ence in law enforcement. Kluemper assumed these
duties when chief Henry Schuler's term expired in

Again on the ballot in 1923, he was elected city
commissionerand served in that capacity until 1929.
In November 1929 another change was made as
Covington embraced the new city manager system,
whose proponentscarried the election that year.
Kluemper was still popular, and in 1934 he was
appointed city manager by Mayor Joseph Pieper
and his four new commissioners. He held this ap
pointment for six years, until Jack Maynard suc
ceeded him in 1940. Thus, the "Old Gray Eagle," as
Kluemper had become known, retired at age 73
from Covington politics.
Throughout his years as safety commissioner,
Kluemper preached gun control, warned of poten
tial bombings via mail, decried obscene movies,
kept local gamblers and saloon keepers in check,
and instructed the city to pay "loafers" three dollars
a day to shovel snow from the railroad tracks. Al
though he held many important positions, no title
was more respected than that of "Uncle Thee." A
lifelongbachelor, Theodore Kluemper accepted the
responsibility of head of household and breadwin

May 1913.

The November election of 1913 saw a change in
governance as the council's"strongboss" mayorsys
tem was replaced by a charter system, which called
for an elected mayor and four commissioners.
Kluemper was elected the city's first commissioner
under the new system and served this term ascom
missioner of public works. He was reelected a com
missioner in 1915 and again in 1917, serving those
four years as commissioner of public safety. With
this position came the responsibility of directing
both the police and fire departments of the city.
During Kluemper's last termassafety commis
sioner, an incident occurred that turned out to be

the highlight of his career. On March 5, 1918,
Kluemper was about to enter a board of directors
meeting of the Ninth Ward Building Association
(see Savings and Loan Associations). The an
nual election of officers in Covington was just get

ner for his sister Anna and the several of her nine

children who were stillathome—theyoungest only
two years old when Anna's husband, Edward Berg
man, died in 1916. Ten years later, Anna died, and
Kluemper shouldered the responsibility of seeing
the youngest of the children to adulthood.
In his last years, Kluemper made his home with
his niece Mary Bergman Eicholz, who honored him
with an 80th birthday party. A few months later,
on July 18, 1946, he died at St. Elizabeth Hospital
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KNAPP, JOHN AUGUSTUS

in Covington of a ruptured gall bladder. A per
sonal friend, Brent Spence, a member of the U.S.
House of Representatives, sent condolences from
Washington, D.C. Services were held at Mother of
God Church in Covington. Kluemper's grave in
Mother of God Cemetery in Covington is marked
with a simplestone reading “Theodore."

cover. J. A. Knapp died in California in 1938 and

Elsener, Virginia Bergman. Interview by Carol Elsener
Rekow, June 2006, Fort Wright, Ky.
Family documents: death card, letter from Brent
Spence, and handwritten dates in Catholic Gems

Ronald Decker

or Treasures of the Church.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 15858, for the year

was cremated.

Decker, Ronald, and Michael Dummett. A History of
the Occult Tarot, 1870–1970. London: Duckworth,
2002.

pharmacist. Gen. Mark Clark's 5th Army landed at
Anzio on January 22, 1944. The landings went well,
but the anticipated breakthrough did not occur.
The beach area was quickly jammed with front
line troops, supplies, and hospitals; there were no
safe areas. Medical installations were bombed and

“Rites for Father of Cincinnati Poet Held," CTS, March
16, 1938, 2.

KNAUF, ROBERT (b. August 12, 1924, Coving.
ton, Ky.; d. January 15, 2006, Fort Thomas, Ky).
Robert Knauf a music teacher and performer, was

shelled throughout the landing, and the hospital
area came to be known to front-line troops as
“Hell's Half Acre.” On February 7, 1944, bombs
from a German plane fell on the administration
and operating tents; 28 hospital personnel and pa
tients died and 64 were wounded. Among those
killed was Robert Knecht.

the son of William J. and Annabelle Kuhn Knauf

1946.

“Kluemper Elected—President of Council," CE, No
vember 27, 1909, 10.

Willis, George Lee. History of Kentucky Democracy.
Louisville, Ky: Democratic Historical Society, 1935.
Carol Elsener Rekow

KNAPP, JOHN AUGUSTUS (b. December,

1852, Newport, Ky., d. March 10, 1938, Los Angeles,
Calif). J. A. Knapp was the only son of John and
Margaret Wente Knapp, who also had two daugh
ters. The family resided in Newport. At age 21, after
studying at Cincinnati's McMicken School of De
sign, J. A. Knapp exhibited paintings at the Cincin
nati Industrial Exposition (1874) and became a free
lance artist. He designed commercial art for United
States Printing, Strowbridge Lithography, and Stan
dard Publishing. Knapp married Emily Spring, a
Cincinnatian, and in 1880 they had a daughter,
Ethel Camilla. The family soon settled in nearby
Norwood, Ohio, for many years living on Oak St.
there. Their neighbors included the Lloyd brothers,
noted pharmacologists John Uri Lloyd and Cur
tis Gates Lloyd. A mutual friend was Dr. Jirah
Dewey Buck (1838–1916). Buck was an "eclectic"
physician (that is, an alternative healer), a Freema
son, and a theosophist and later became the presi

He grew up in Covington, where he graduated
from Holmes High School. He earned his BA in
music from the University of Cincinnati and his
MFA from the University of Kentucky in Lexing
ton and did postgraduate work at Boston Univer
sity in Massachusetts.
He and his wife Marguerite married in 1948,
and the couple had three children. Robert taught
music at Highlands High School in Fort Thomas
for more than 25 years and then took a full-time
position at Northern Kentucky University
(NKU) in Highland Heights, where he had been
working as a part-time music instructor. He later
became director of NKU's Music Department. At
the time of his retirement in 1990, he was serving
as the school's vice president for community rela
tions. In 1990 NKU began awarding an annual
Robert KnaufScholarship, in his honor.
Knauf was personable, quick-witted, and a mas
ter of repartee. Over the years, he attempted, briefly,
to become a professional singer and standup come
dian, sangin operettasat the University of Kentucky,
and was choral director for the Cincinnati's May
Festival and for the city's Choral and Orchestral
Music Festival. He was a member of the First Pres

byterian Church of Fort Thomas and also belonged
to the Newport Elks Club and the Fort Thomas

dent of the Theosophical Society in America. The

"Athlete Victim of German Bombing of Salerno Hos
pital,” CE, March 5, 1944, 18.
“Corporal Robert F. Knecht.” Cincinnati Academy
of Pharmacy News 14, no. 5 (1944):9.
"Nazi Raid on Hospitalin Italy Kills Ft. Thomas Phar
macist,” CE, March 3, 1944, 13.
Dennis B. Worthen

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS. The Knights of
Columbus (K of C) remain an active Catholic or

ganization throughout Northern Kentucky. The
Knights began in New Haven, Conn., in 1881 when
Rev. Michael J. McGivney called a group of his
male parishioners to meet in St. Mary Church.
They formed an organization to encourage Catho
lic men in the practice of their faith and foster fra
ternal ties among them. The new group was char
tered by the State of Connecticut in 1882 and soon
set up its own insurance company for members
and their families. It quickly developed into a na
tionwide and eventually an international organi
zation. Today, the Knights of Columbus is involved
in many activities for the Catholic Church, includ
ing prolife work, vocations programs, student loans,
and many other social endeavors.
The Knights of Columbus developed a struc
ture based on governing councils, with its Supreme

Lions Club. He was an avid sports fan, especially of

Knappsjoined the Society, and J. A. Knapp became a
Freemason and studied its esoteric symbolism.
When John Uri Lloyd drafted a science fiction novel,
Etidorhpa, he commissioned Knapp to illustrate it.
Knapp's wife Emily died in 1910. About 12
years later, he married Laura Brickly, an eclectic
doctor, and they moved to Culver City, Calif.,
where Knapp designed posters for Thomas H. Ince
(1882–1924), a pioneerin film production. The eso
terist Manly P. Hall (1901–1990) sponsored a lec
ture by Dr. Laura Knapp, in which she spoke on
human anatomy from an occult viewpoint. The
occasion brought J. A. Knapp into contact with
Hall, who was then researching mysticism and
planning an encyclopedic survey. Already familiar
with the curious graphics in Etidorhpa, Hall hired
Knapp to illustrate the encyclopedia (now called
The Secret Teachings of All Ages). Knapp was the
illustrator of many of Hall's subsequent publica
tions, including an ambitious Tarot deck of cards
(1929). Providing a compendium of doctrines from
earlier Tarotists, the cards are eagerly sought by
collectors. Knapp's daughter Ethel Knapp Behr
man became a poet and published a book of po
ems, Doorways, for which her father designed the

Council and councils on the state and local levels.

baseball, golf, horseracing, horseshoes, and tennis.
Knauf died at age 81 in the Highlands of Fort
Thomas nursing home in Fort Thomas. Funeral
services were held at the Highland United Meth
odist Church, and he was cremated. His wife of 58

years, Marguerite, survived him.
Knauf, Jim. Telephone interview by Jack Wessling,
February 26, 2007.
“Robert Knauf, Music Teacher, Performer," KP, Janu
ary 19, 2006, A8.
KNECHT, ROBERT F. (b. October 27, 1921, Fort

Thomas, Ky; d. February 7, 1944, Anzio Beach, It
aly). Robert Knecht, who was killed during service
in World War II, was the son of Joseph and Lucy
Dietrich Knecht. He graduated from Highlands
High School in 1937 and enrolled at the Cincinnati
College of Pharmacy. During college, he worked at
Gottschall's Hy-Pure Pharmacy in Newport. He
graduated from the College of Pharmacy in 1941
and worked at Schulker's Pharmacy in Fort Thomas
until he was inducted into the U.S. Army in Octo
ber 1942. Knecht was sent to North Africa, as

signed to the 95th Evacuation Field Hospital as a

The Kentucky state council was established in
Louisville in September 1903. The oldest local
Knights of Columbus council in Kentucky is the
Bishop Carrell Council 702 in Covington (named
for George A. Carrell, the first bishop of the Dio
cese of Covington), founded in February 1902. The
Bishop Carrell Council's first location was on E.
11th St. near the site of the new St. Mary Cathedral
that was being constructed within the same block.
A later headquarters for the council was built on
Madison Ave, in Covington in 1929. This building
later became part of Villa Madonna College (see
Thomas More College), after the Knights of Co
lumbus sold it to the Diocese of Covington. Today,
that building is part of Senior Services of North
ern Kentucky, located at 1028 Madison Ave.
New councils of the Knights of Columbus
sprouted up in Northern Kentucky over the next
several decades: the Bishop William T. Mulloy
Council in Newport (1908), the Maysville Council
in Maysville (1909), the Fr. James Kehoe Council in
Ludlow (1914), the Fr. Bealer Council in Erlanger
(1954), the Augusta-Brooksville Council in Au
gusta (1960), the Fr. Louis Delaco Council in Alex

KNOW-NOTHING PARTY (AMERICAN POLITICAL PARTY)

andria (1962), the Msgr. Ahmann Council in Cov
ington (1962), the Bishop Ackerman Council in
Hebron (1963), and the Msgr. Borgias Lehr Council
in Southgate (1972). The Mulloy Council, which
operated for 62 years out of the Southgate House
along E. Second St. in Newport, in 1976 moved to a
former fishing lake in Cold Spring at Ky. Rts, 8 and
1192, near Brent. The Mulloy group has since moved
to Fort Thomas.

Schrode, George E., ed. Knights of Columbus, Ken
tucky State Council. Paducah, Ky:Turner, 1993.
Thomas S. Ward

KNOW-NOTHING PARTY (AMERICAN

POLITICALPARTY). The Know-Nothing Party,
or American Political Party, was born out of the
growing anti-immigration and anti-Catholic sen
timent that developed in the United States during
the 1840s and 1850s. Northern Kentucky, with its
substantial immigrant population, experienced
Know-Nothing activity in the mid-19th century.
Although the Know-Nothing Party became a na
tional political power, peaking in 1856, it was not
successful in electing a president and did not last
long in the national political arena. The Know
Nothing Party, like the American Whig Party,
foundered upon the growing sectionalism in U.S.
politics over the question of states' rights, in partic
ular, how states' rights related to national expan
sion and the future of slavery.
The growth of local Know-Nothing Party chap
ters during the 1850s occurred primarily in cities
with relatively large foreign-born populations and
was based upon a secret organization called the
Order of the Star-Spangled Banner, formed in New
York City in 1849. Members of this order were told
to reply that they knew nothing when asked about
the organization.
Kentucky began to see the emergence of nativ
ism during the late 1840s, yet in Northern Ken
tucky only Kenton and Campbell counties had
foreign-born populations amounting to more than
10 percent of total population, according to the

summer of 1854, when its candidates were elected

in Louisville and Lexington. In November Dr. R. G.
Dobyns, the Know-Nothing candidate, became
mayor of Maysville, and a clerk of court in Coving
ton aligned with the party. Nativist sentiment and
the growing popularity of the Know-Nothings led
several formerly Whig newspapers to affiliate with
the movement. Local newspapers in Kentucky gave
voice to the new party and increased its standing
in their communities and throughout the state.
The Covington election of January 1855 illus
trates the rapidity with which the Know-Nothings
erupted onto the political scene. Because of a bud
getary crisis, special city elections were held in
Covington; all but two incumbents were returned
to office. All of the returning incumbents were
Know-Nothings. The election resulted in a com
plete sweep by the Know-Nothing ticket of 18 con
tested offices, with incumbent Burshrod W. Foley
winning reelection as mayor, C. Butts as sheriff,
and William Ernst as president of the council.
The editor of the Covington Journal was pleased
with the results, declaring, “if the mysterious order
will make it a point in all elections to give us as
good a set of officers as they did on Saturday last,
there will be very little cause for complaint."
The Covington elections were soon followed, in
early March, by Newport's municipal elections.
Here Democrats, or “Wild Cats" as they were
known locally, managed to retain their majority on
the counciland won the mayor's race by 34 votes. In
May, however, Newportelected two Know-Nothing
candidates to the office of justice of the peace.
Successes in local elections in Covington em
boldened the Know-Nothings to run candidates at
the state level and provided the impetus for incum
bents in Northern Kentucky from both the Whig
and the Democrat parties to consider adopting the
American Political Party's label. Former Whig Sam
uel F. Swope, from Pendleton Co., became the
Know-Nothing candidate for U.S. Congress. Former
Whigs A. H. Johns and John W. Menzies ran as
Know-Nothing candidates to represent Kenton Co.
in the Kentucky House of Representatives. Thomas

1850 census. By 1860 Mason Co. joined that list.

L. Jones, of Newport, became a Know-Nothing

Nativists organized secret fraternal lodges, or clubs,
in most of Kentucky's larger cities before 1854, and
these proved useful for political organizing, just as
the earlier Whig and Democratic political clubs

candidate and represented Campbell Co. in the Ken
tucky House, while Gen. William B. Crupper, a
Bracken Co. Democrat, apparently flirted with the
Know-Nothing movement but remained a Demo
crat. The Covington Journal reported that in Grant
Co. the Know-Nothings had carried all districts ex
cept one in the county's recent magisterial elections.
The speed with which the popularity of the
Know-Nothings grew was a surprise to Whig po
liticalleaders, from whose party the majority of the
nativist adherents had come. Yet, it was only after
the local elections of 1854 and 1855 that Whig
Party leaders realized the extent to which their
party was affected. Without strong local party or
ganizations, many Whig leaders concluded that
their party was no longer capable of winning state
wide elections. Whig leaders began joining the
Know-Nothings in 1855, quickly assuming state
party leadership positions.
The Know-Nothing ticket won an enormous
political victory in the summer of 1855, with Charles

had been.

Antiforeign sentiment appeared in Kentucky
politics as early as 1847, when Stephen F. J. Trabue
unsuccessfully ran for the U.S. Congress on a na
tivist platform in the eighth district, where Whig
national leader Henry Clay held the seat. Nativist
sentiment was also on display at Kentucky's 1849
Constitutional Convention, where Garrett Davis

gave two anti-Catholic speeches and a resolution
was made by a "Bluegrass Whig" to limit the voting
and office-holding rights of the foreign-born in the
state.T. R. Whitney, presidentofthe Know-Nothing
Party, was quoted as saying: "Know-Nothingism
emerged in Kentucky's local elections of 1854 as an
independent anti-party movement that denounced
Whigs and Democrats alike." The Know-Nothing
Party's first electoral successes came during the
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S. Morehead (1855–1859), a former Whig, taking
the governorship of Kentucky. The Know-Nothing
Party also carried both houses in the state legisla
ture, winning 61 out of 100 seats in the House of
Representatives and increasing its majority in the
Senate from 10 to 14. The party also claimed victo
ries in six of Kentucky's 10 U.S. congressional seats.
The Know-Nothing statewide and national suc
cesses rested upon the organizational capacity of
its local branches and the growing support of the
state's formerly pro-Whig newspapers.
In essence, after a short period of spontaneous,
dynamic growth in conjunction with the founding
of Know-Nothing chapters, particularly in Louis
ville, Lexington, Covington, and Maysville, the
party apparatus, to a great extent, was soon cap

tured by the political remnants of the Whig Party.
While the influence of former Whigs helped pro
pel the Know-Nothings to majorities in the two
houses of the Kentucky legislature, it also lessened
the strength of the anti-immigration and anti
Catholic sentiment espoused by the more radical
membership of the party. However, some elements
of the Know-Nothing Party continued to engage in
antiforeign diatribes, and several violent nativist
led episodes occurred. One such bloody action
took place in Louisville in April 1855 and is cited as
the most violent election-day riot in Kentucky's
history.
Perhaps no Northern Kentuckianismoreclosely
associated with the Know-Nothings than E. B.
Bartlett of Covington. A Democrat and a slave
owner, Bartlett was active in Covington society
and helped to form a local militia unit for the Mex
ican War in 1846. He was elected circuit court

clerk in Kenton Co. in 1851. Bartlett probably be:
came associated with the Know-Nothings when
the party's national council met in Cincinnati in
1854. By June 1855, he had been elected national
president of the Know-Nothings at the party's con
vention in Philadelphia, Pa. In July 1855, Bartlett
and George B. Hodge of Newport attended an
American Political Party ratification meeting in
Louisville, where a speech Bartlett delivered re
ceived high praise. The next month, Bartlett was
also elected president of the Kentucky Know
Nothings at a quarterly session of the party council
in Louisville, while another Covingtonian, A. D.
Madeira, was named recording and correspond
ing secretary.

The Know-Nothings reached their zenith na
tionally in December 1855, seating 43 members in
the U.S. House of Representatives. In 1855 and
again in 1856, Bartlett helped fashion the Know
Nothings' national platform, which prioritized the
preservation of the Union; however, the party was
unable to find a compromise on the issue of slavery
that enabled its members to remain politically
united. The 1856 presidential elections sounded the
Know-Nothings death knell. The party's presiden
tial candidate, former Whig Millard Fillmore, re
ceived 21 percent of the vote and carried only
Maryland, and the party's congressional delega
tion dropped to 12 representatives.
As successful as the party initially appeared to
be in the state of Kentucky and on the national
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stage, almost immediately Know-Nothings began
to have internal disputes over the same question
that had plagued the Whigs: the future of slavery.
Following the failure Fillmore to be elected U.S.
president, the national Know-Nothing Party fell
apart.

Some Know-Nothings, including Kentucky U.S.
congressman Samuel Swope, left the party. Swope
did not stand for reelection in 1856 but later sought
national office as a Republican. Know-Nothing
divisions in Kentucky were based upon whether
one had faith in the ability of the national govern
ment successfully to solve the dilemma posed by
the question of slavery. Increasingly, voters sup
ported the Democrats as the party to preserve the
Union.

E. B. Bartlett oversaw the last national council

meeting of the Know-Nothing Party in Louisville

Holt, Michael F. The Rise and Fall of the American
Whig Party: Jacksonian Politics and the Onset of
the Civil War. New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 1999.

Kentucky Weekly News, January 15, 1858.
LVR, June 13, 1846.

Overdyke, W. Darrell. The Know-Nothing Party in
the South. Baton Rouge. Louisiana State Univ. Press,
1950.

Volz, Harry August, III. “Party, State, and Nation:
Kentucky and the Coming of the American Civil
War." PhD diss., Univ. of Virginia, 1982.

Knox was a lifelong member of the Alpha Phi
Alpha fraternity. He served as the Kentucky A.M.E.
Church Conference lay organization president and
historiographer and was an active member of St.
James A.M.E. Church in Covington for 43 years.
He also served on the boards of many nonprofit or
ganizations. Governor Louie B. Nunn (1967–1971)
honored Knox as a Kentucky Colonel. Knox was

also nominated to the Kentucky Commission on
Human Rights Hall of Fame in 2000 and 2001. He
died of a stroke at his home in 2001 and was buried

J. T. Spence

at Forest Lawn Memorial Park in Erlanger.
KNOX, FERMON WENDELL (b. August 31,
1923, Dime Box, Tex.; d. October 23, 2001, Erlanger,
Ky). Civil rights leader Fermon Knox was the son of
Albert and Carrie Lovings Knox. He was raised in
Lee Co., Tex. While at Freeman High School there,

“Civil Rights Pioneer Dies," KE, October 26, 2001, B1.
Knox, Fermon, to Benny Butler, April 1999, Northern

Kentucky African American Heritage Task Force
Oral History, Archives, Northern Kentucky Univ.,
Highland Heights, Ky.
KP, June 28, 2001, 4K.

in June 1857. In the state elections that followed,

he excelled in basketball and football. When he

Seguin (Tex.) Gazette Enterprise, January 31, 2001.

Know-Nothing candidates won 21 out of 38 state

graduated, he received many athletic scholarships
for college, but World War II began and he was
drafted into the U.S. Army. He served in the Philip
pines for four years and while there contracted ma
laria. Returning to the states, he was treated at a
military hospital in Lexington. When Knox recov
ered, he was able to attend nearby Kentucky State
College (University) in Frankforton a football schol
arship that had been offered to him earlier. Knox
became more politically and socially conscious of
the world around him during his college years. He,
like many other African American soldiers return
ing from World War II, was no longer willing to
accept second-class citizenship after fighting for his

“Veteran Rights Crusader Dies,” KP, October 25,

Senate seats and 39 out of 97 House seats but still

lost control of the Kentucky legislature. In 1858
Bartlett ran for clerk of the court of appeals in
Covington. By 1860 he had left Covington and
moved to Memphis, Tenn.
Between 1856 and 1860, Democrats won every
Kentucky statewide election; however, the rem
nants of the Know-Nothing Party held together
and changed the party's name to the Opposition.
In 1859 the Opposition successfully ran a slate of
candidates, winning all statewide offices with the
exception of the governorship. The party won a
majority in the Kentucky House of Representatives
and the Senate and split the state's 10-seat U.S. con
gressional delegation evenly with the Democrats.
In 1860 the Opposition, remnants of the Whigs
and the Know-Nothings, and former Democrats
who hoped to save the Union, all joined together to
form the Constitutional Union Party.
The 1860 presidential election was the last hur
rah of what had been known as the Know-Nothings
and their spin-off the Constitutional Union Party.
In a four-man race for president, U.S. senator John
Bell of Tennessee, the Constitutional Union candi

date, carried Kentucky but came in last nationally in
the race. With the election of Republican Abraham
Lincoln (a former Whig) as president (1861–1865)
and the secession of several southern states, poli
tics in Kentucky turned to the question of whether
the state would remain in the Union.

In early 1861, two new political parties were
formed in Kentucky. One, the Union Democracy
Party, wanted to remain in the Union; the other,
the Southern Rights Party, looked to move the state

closer to the South. The Kentucky legislature even

2001, 1.

Jessica Knox-Perkins

KNOXVILLE. Knoxvilleisabeautifullittle village
situated in the west end of Pendleton Co. along the
DeMossville-Knoxville turnpike, Ky. Rt. 467, about
five miles east of the Grant Co. town of Dry Ridge.
In 1889 Knoxville was thriving. It had 30 residents,
including Dr. J. T. Scott, a physician-surgeon, and
Mrs. L. Stady, who ran the Knoxville House, a hotel
and barroom. There were four general stores; a post
office; a school; a cemetery; one drug store; Baptist,
Christian, and Methodist Episcopal churches; an
Odd Fellows Hall; a tobacco warehouse; a black

country.

After college, he worked for the Monmouth Life
Insurance Company, and in 1958 he was trans
ferred to Cincinnati to manage the company's
Cincinnati-Northern Kentucky district. He lived
in Covington. During the height of the civil rights
movement, Knox served as the president of the
Northern Kentucky Branch of the NAACP and
later was the president of its regional division. As
he helped to organize and participated in marches,
protests, and freedom rides across the United

Smith; a steam grist and saw mill, operated by A. C.
Morris; a shoe shop, operated by H. Dahlenburg;
and a normal school for teacher training, run by
Professor Brough of Williamstown. Thetownishome
to two churches, the Knoxville Baptist Church and
the Knoxville Christian Church.

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky: M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.
1994].
Mildred Belew

States, he met and worked with such leaders as Rev.

Anthony Deye, Medgar Evers, Lyman T. John
son, Mae Street Kidd, Martin Luther King Jr., Fred
Shuttlesworth, Roy Wilkins, and his college class
mate and friend Whitney M. Young Jr.
Knox was instrumental in lobbying both the
Kentucky legislature and the U.S. Congress for pas
sage of the housing desegregation laws and other
civil rights laws. He helped to bring about the deseg
regation of the Covington Public Schools (see Cov
ington Independent Schools). He planned the
state march on Frankfort in 1965 and served as one

KOREAN WAR (June 25, 1950–July 27, 1953).
Like all parts of the nation, Northern Kentucky
sent military personnel to fight in the Korean War.
At the conclusion of World War II, the Korean
Peninsula was divided in two. The North was occu

pied by the armed forces of the Soviet Union, while
the South was occupied by the United States.
Shortly after both sides withdrew their occupation
forces, troop clashes began between the Commu
nist North and the Democratic South. The North

wanted to unify the peninsula under Communist
rule and by June 1950 had built up its army enough

tually chose to remain neutral. That summer, the
Union Democracy Party overwhelmingly won the
elections in Kentucky, and soon afterward Ken
tucky became closely associated with the Union's

of the speakerson that occasion; coordinated efforts
in the hiring of African Americans in local busi

CallSt.

Northern Kentucky Community Action Commis

25, 1950, aided by the Soviet Union with equip
ment, pilots, and military advisers. The North took

sion; and served as the executive director of the Lou

control of much of the South before United Na

isville Community Action Commission. After 31
years in the executive management of nonprofit or
ganizations, Knox retired in 1997 as the chiefexecu
tive officer of the Emmanuel Community Center in

tions forces, primarily made up of U.S. troops, in
tervened. The first battle fought by American
forces occurred on July 5, 1950. The first Northern
Kentuckian killed in the war was Campbell Co.'s
Pvt. George Schoulthies of the 24th Infantry Divi

nesses; became the first executive director of the

to launch a full-scale invasion of the South on June

Billington, Ray Allen. The Protestant Crusade,
1800–1860: A Study of the Origins of American

Nativism. Chicago: Quadrangle Books, 1964.
Brown, Thomas. Politics and Statesmanship: Essays
on the American Whig Party. New York: Colum
bia Univ. Press, 1985.

Cincinnati.

KRAUS, BILL

sion, who was killed after being taken prisoner on
July 11, 1950. Between July and November 1950,
heavy fighting took place. The North Koreans were

combat missions, including one aboard a Boeing
B-29 Superfortress. Northern Kentucky's only Air
Force casualty of the war was from Kenton Co.,

beaten back across the 38th Parallel, and almost all

Airman 1st Class Thomas Junior Pettit, who was

of North Korea was occupied. Cpl. Wayne Morgan
of Bracken Co. fought in the Defense of Taejon
along with combat engineers and was awarded the

lost while serving as a gunner on a B-29 of the 28th
Bomb Squadron—his aircraft was shot down dur
ingamission on June 10, 1952. The highest-ranking
Northern Kentucky soldier killed in action during
the war was Grant Co.'s Sgt. 1st Class Thomas P.
Pettit of the 25th Infantry Division, who was killed

Bronze Star for this action.
In October 1950, China warned the Allies to

stop their advance toward the Chinese border, and
in November the Chinese invaded Korea, causing

on June 6, 1951.

U.N. forces to retreat as far south as Pusan. One of

the first major battles between U.S. and Chinese
troops was at the Chosin Reservoir in North Korea.
Lt. Col. Donald C. Faith, an Indiana native who

had attended high school in Fort Thomas, Ky.,
served at Chosin. He led several counterattacks

against advancing Chinese forces in order to free
his encircled men. During the action, he was
wounded and later died. For his bravery at Chosin,
Faith was awarded the Congressional Medal of
Honor. On March 23, 1951, the 187th Airborne

Infantry Regiment made the last combat jump of
the war at Munsan-Ni to cut off and destroy a large
enemy force north of the 38th Parallel. Bracken
Co.'s Pfc. Eugene Estep of the 187th was killed in
action there on March 25. By July 1951, the battle
lines had stabilized just north of the 38th Parallel.
The final two years of the war were spent in a dug
in tug-of-war for hills and valleys along the 38th
Parallel as tense peace negotiations were held in
Kaesong and Panmunjom. Because of disagree
ment over a U.N. command proposal for voluntary
reparation of prisoners of war, which the Commu
nists staunchly opposed, the war dragged on for
almost another year and a half before a cease-fire
agreement went into effect on July 27, 1953. The
final Northern Kentuckycombat casualty of the war
was Kenton Co.'s Pfc. Louis W. Baldwin of the 1st

Marine Division, who was killed on July 26, 1953.
Following the end of hostilities, a demilitarized
zone was set up in almost the exact same location
as the original dividing line between the North and
the South. The DMZ is still being manned by U.S.
troops today.
Northern Kentuckians served in every branch
of the armed forces. Some volunteered, some were
drafted, and some who had been in World War II

were recalled to active duty. Of the 868 Kentucki
anskilled in action, 69 were from the 11 Northern

Kentucky counties, as follows: Boone, 3; Bracken,
7, Campbell, 18; Carroll, 2; Gallatin, 1; Grant, 8;
Kenton, 23; Mason, 2, Owen, l; Pendleton, 3; and

Robertson, 1. Of these, 1 was Air Force, 55 were

Army, 12 were Marine Corps, and 1 was Navy. Al
though the Kentucky National Guard had units
activated during the time of the war, no Northern
Kentucky units saw action in Korea; however, some
individual Northern Kentuckians serving as re
placements in other units, both guard and reserve,
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credentials. In the early weeks of the statewide
campaign, the public support for this proposition
was strong, but after a series of debates between
San Francisco city supervisor Milk and state sena
tor Briggs and a "no on 6" editorial opinion article
by California ex-governor Ronald Reagan, public
perception of Proposition 6 shifted dramatically,
resulting in its defeat by a 2-to-1 margin. Because
of Kraus's success in managing the San Francis
cans Against Proposition 6, he came to the atten
tion of local Democratic Party leaders. After the
assassination of Milkin late November 1978, Kraus

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
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html (accessed May 10, 2007).
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ky-by-town.html (accessed April 10, 2007).
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Magazine, November 4, 2002, 6.
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KRAUS, BILL(b. June 26, 1947, Cincinnati, Ohio.;

d. January 11, 1986, San Francisco, Calif). William
James “Bill" Kraus, a gay activist and politician (see
Gays and Gay Rights), was the son of Michael S.
and Mary E. Schwartz. For his first 14 years, he re
sided at 12 Idaho Ave. in what was then called

S. Fort Mitchell (now Fort Mitchell). He attended

Blessed Sacrament Parish Grade School through
the seventh grade, before his family moved to Col
erain Township in northern Cincinnati in 1960,
where he completed eighth grade at St. Anne's Par
ish School and attended St. Xavier High School in
Cincinnati, graduating with honors in 1965. While
at St. Xavier High School, he was an avid partici
pant in the St. Xavier Forensics Club. In 1965 he
began college at Dartmouth College, Portsmouth,
N.H., but after one year transferred to Ohio State
University (OSU) at Columbus. He earned a BA in
1969 and later an MA in history at OSU. In the late
1960s and early 1970s, while at OSU, Kraus was an
activist-organizer for anti-Vietnam War protests
on campus.

In 1972 he moved to San Francisco and began
his career in gay political organization and local
Democratic Party politics. He started with on-the
street voter registration for the San Francisco
Democratic Party. In 1977 Kraus became the coor
dinator for Get Out the Vote for Harvey Milk in

gay candidate Harvey Milk's third, and finally suc
cessful, attempt to win office as a San Francisco

became an aide to and campaign manager for Milk's
replacement, Harry Britt, in his successful first and
second reelection bids following appointment as
Milk's replacement.
In 1979 the San Francisco Gay Democratic
Club was renamed the Harvey Milk Club in Milk's
honor, and Kraus became its president for the next
two years. Kraus was also chosen by the California
Democratic Party as a Ted Kennedy convention
delegate to the 1980 Democratic National Conven
tion in New York City. As a Kennedy delegate in
1980, Kraus was selected as one of the 200 or so

convention delegates that made up the Democratic
Party Platform Committee. While a member of the
Platform Committee, Kraus delivered a powerful
gay-rights address before the committee that led to
the strengthening of the gay-rights plank in the
1980 Democratic Party Platform.
In 1982 Kraus became cochair of California

congressman Phil Burton's successful reelection
campaign. Subsequently, Kraus was appointed to
Congressman Burton's office as an administrative
assistant, where he was successful in organizing
the first-ever congressional AIDS epidemic hear
ings on research funding in 1984 and 1985. Fol
lowing Congressman Burton's death in 1984,
Kraus continued as a congressional aide to Sala
Burton, who was appointed to complete her late
husband's elected term in the House of Represen
tatives. Kraus continued with his project for AIDS
research funding, and Congress approved its first
ever appropriation for AIDS research.
In the early 1980s, as the AIDS epidemic ex
panded, particularly in San Francisco, Kraus be
came a forceful and successful advocate for the

closure of gay bathhouses, in an effort to stem the
spread of the disease. In early October 1984, Kraus
was himself diagnosed with AIDS. He followed in
the steps of Rock Hudson to the Pasteur Clinic in
Paris, France, where there was ongoing experi
mental treatment for AIDS, and resided there for

several months as an outpatient. In fall 1985 he re
turned to his home in San Francisco, died of AIDS

on January 11, 1986, and was cremated.
After Kraus's death, Randy Shilts, a close friend
who was a reporter for the San Francisco Chroni
cle, began a project to document the politics and

city supervisor. Milk, in turn, appointed Kraus as

unfolding of the AIDS epidemic. The result was

saw service in Korea.

one of his aides on the San Francisco Board of Su

The highest-ranking officer to serve from North
ern Kentucky was Jesse Auton, an Air Force briga
dier general from Kenton Co., who served as direc
tor of fighter operations for the Strategic Air

pervisors and then in 1978 made him co-campaign
manager of San Franciscans Against Proposition
6, a proposed anti-gay state initiative authored by
statesenator John Briggs, which would have banned
gay teachers from obtaining California teacher's

Shilts's bestsellingbook And the Band Played On,
which prominently chronicled Kraus's work to try
to stem the epidemic in San Francisco and his ad
vocacy for federal funding of AIDS research. The
book was subsequently produced as the movie And
the Band Played On, with Ian McKellan playing

Command. As a colonel in 1950, Auton flew nine
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KROGER, BERNARD H. “BARNEY”

the role of Kraus. The Bill Kraus Meadow in Co

rona Heights Park in San Francisco, affording a

spectacular view of the city, was named for him.
“Fighter for Gay Rights Dies of AIDS at 38." San
Francisco Chronicle, January 13, 1986,7
“Hero to Thousands, Unknown at Home: Ft. Mitchell

Native Joined AIDS Fight Early," KP, September
10, 1993, 1.

Shilts, Randy. And the Band Played On: Politics,
People, and the AIDS Epidemic. New York: St.
Martin's Press, 1987.

. The Mayor of Castro Street: The Life and
Times of Harvey Milk. New York; St. Martin's
Press, 1982.

In 1929, after a dramatic growth period of ac
quiring small urban neighborhood grocery store
chains, the Kroger Company reached its peak num
ber of outlets, over 5,500. Within Covington alone,
the company operated at least 42 stores between
1928 and 1931; Newport had 18, Bellevue, 6, and
Dayton, Ky., 5. Northern Kentucky clearly played
an important role in the early formation of the
Kroger Company.
In 1938 Barney, Alice, and Barney's doctor took
Kroger's personal railroad car to the family's sum
mer home on Cape Cod. Barney, who had been suf.
fering from Parkinson's disease, had a heart attack
there and died. His funeral was held at Slantacres,

Michael Kraus

Kroger's palatial home in Columbia Tusculum, on
the east side of Cincinnati, and he was buried at the

KROGER, BERNARD H. “BARNEY” (b. Jan

uary 24, 1860, Cincinnati, Ohio; d. July 21, 1938,
Wianno, Cape Cod, Mass). Barney Kroger, the
grocer who began the Kroger grocery chain, was
the fifth of 10 children of John Henry and Mary
Gertrude Schlebbe Kroger. German immigrant

John Kroger first lived in Covington before moving
to Cincinnati, where he married Mary Schlebbe on
October 31, 1850, at Holy Trinity Catholic Church
in the city's West End. John died when Barney was
13, while the family lived on Central Ave. in Cin
cinnati above the family's dry-goods store. Barney
quit school and worked in a drugstore, on a farm,
and later as a door-to-door salesman for the Great

Northern and Pacific Tea Company. In 1883, with a
partner, he opened his first grocery in Cincinnatiat
66 Pearl St. A year later, having survived a flood and
a delivery-wagon accident, and following the de
parture of his partner, he opened a second store.
While delivering groceries to customers, which
was a common practice at the time, Kroger met the
Jansen family of Newport. He married their daugh
ter Mary Emily “Minnie" Jansen on April 28, 1886,
at Newport's Immaculate Conception Catholic
Church. The ceremony was performed by Father
James M. McNerney. The couple had seven chil
dren. The family lived throughout most of the 1890s
in Newport at 624 Monroe Street. On April 22,
1899, having undergone minor surgery at Cincin
nati's Jewish Hospital, Mary died from an overdose
of an ether anesthetic. She was age 32 at the time.
By 1902, when he incorporated his company as
the Kroger Grocery and Baking Company, Kroger
was operating some40stores, someofthem in North
ern Kentucky, with total annual revenues of $1.75
million. In the mid-1920s, the Kroger Company ac
quired, for roughly $800,000, the J. Peter Foltz Gro
cery and Baking Company, which was a grocery
chain of more than 150 units. Covington's Peter
Foltz, who lived on Pike St., had stores in Louisville

and in Hamilton, Ohio, so Kroger gained a quicken
trée into the Louisvillemarketas well as 15 additional

stores in Northern Kentucky. In 1928 Barney Kroger
sold his interest in the company and retired, having
married a second wife, Alice Flynn Maher.

Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati. During his
three-hour funeral service on Monday, July 25, 1938,
all the Kroger Stores, Albers Super Markets, Atlan
tic and Pacific Company Stores, and Burke Grocery
Stores were ordered closed to show respect to him.
The Kroger Company became a major player in
U.S. food retailing. At one time, 10 cents of every
U.S. dollar spent on food and groceries was ten
dered at a Kroger outlet. With the recent acquisi
tion of the Fred Meyers grocery chain of Portland,
Ore., the company has become the largest food re
tailer in the country, surpassing grocery compa
nies such as Safeway and Albertsons. In 2004 Kroger
was the second-largest retailer in the United States,
with sales of $56.4 billion.

“Body of Kroger Rests in Home, Rites Are Planned,”
CTS, July 23, 1938, 1.
Horstman, Barry M. "Barney Kroger: Hard Work,
Marketing Savvy Won Shoppers," CP June 17,
1999, 1C.

Laycock, George. “The Kroger Story.” NKH 8, no. 1
(Fall—Winter 2000): 47–57.

neering in 1925. On August 19, 1925, Kuhn married
Florence Mildred Johnson. The couple had two
children.

Kuhn began working in the Engineering De

partment of the City of Fort Thomas, Ky., on De
cember 8, 1925, as an instrument man on a survey
team for a salary of $135 a month. He continued
working for the city until his retirement on August
1, 1967. Expecting to be employed for only three
months in the planning of a sanitary sewer system,
Kuhn was soon named assistant engineer for the
city. Fort Thomas grew rapidly from a population
of 5,000 in 1920 to 10,000 in 1930. New Streets were

developed and sewer lines added under Kuhn's di
rection. In 1930 he became city engineer, the
equivalent of today's city manager, with increasing
responsibilities as Fort Thomas continued to
expand.
In addition to his official position, he was influ
ential in creating and serving on numerous boards
and commissions from 1937 until 1967: the Play

grounds and Recreation Board, the Planning and
Zoning Commission, the Board of Adjustments
(Zoning Appeals), the Civil Service Commission,
the Committee for Fort Thomas, and the Board of

Housing Appeals. For most of these groups he
served as secretary. His employment title was even
tually changed to city manager-coordinator. Dur
ing this time the Fort Thomas police force ex
panded from 4 to 21, the fire department personnel
increased from 2 to 15, and the public works divi
sion grew from 5 to 29 employees. From 1929 to
1935 the Great Depression decreased tax reve
nues, causing the city of Fort Thomas to cut em
ployeesalaries by 10 percent. Asboth the federaland
state governments made new rules, Kuhn's job be
came more complex. Forexample, throughout these
early depression years, relieflaborers were provided

. The Kroger Story: A Century of Innovation.

at times through Kentucky Emergency Relief, CWA

Cincinnati: Kroger Company, 1983.
Ohio History Central. “Kroger Company.” Ohio His

(Civil Works Administration), WPA (Works Prog
ress Administration; later renamed Works Projects

torical Society, www.ohiohistorycentral.org.

Administration), and PWA (Public Works Ad
Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati.

Michael R. Sweeney
KUHN, CHARLESH. (b. February 25, 1902, An
derson Twp., Hamilton Co., Ohio; d. August 1, 1989,
Middletown, Ohio). City official Charles Henry
Kuhn, the third child of Josiah N. and Clara Muders

bach Kuhn, was born on their family farm. At an
early age, Charles began to work at planting, har
vesting, and tending livestock. He also accompanied
his family on peddler routes weekly through the
EastEndofCincinnatiina horse-drawn wagon. The
local school he attended was a one-room brick

structure where classes through the eighth grade
were taught. After graduating in 1920 from Wood
ward High School, at 13th and Sycamore Sts. in Cin
cinnati, he went on to the University of Cincinnati's
College of Engineering. There he completed a five
year co-op program, earning a degree in civil engi

ministration), and it became Kuhn's added respon
sibility to supervise these programs and the work
ers provided.
Several other major changes occurred in Fort
Thomas while Kuhn was the city manager
coordinator. While he was in charge, the city's
parks were expanded to include 210 acres in vari
ous locations throughout the city. A new school,
the Ruth Moyer Elementary School, was built, and
the three other schools in town were expanded.
Kuhn worked closely with the elected mayor and
six council members throughout these growth
years. Kuhn died in 1989 and was buried at Mount
Moriah Cemetery, Withamsville, Ohio, east of
Cincinnati.

“Charles Kuhn, 87, City Engineer Who Guided Ft.
Thomas Growth,” KP, August 3, 1989, 10K.
Betty Maddox Daniels

L&N
BRIDGE
(PURPLE
PEOPLE
BRIDGE). The Louisville and Nashville Rail

road Bridge spans the Ohio River, between the
Daniel Carter Beard Bridge (I-471) upstream to
the east and the Taylor-Southgate Bridge, down
stream to the west, linking the cities of Newport
and Cincinnati.

Following the Civil War, Cincinnati emerged
as a strategic shipment center between the Ken
tucky and West Virginia coalfields and the indus
trial heartland of the nation. Recognizing the po
tential for commercial expansion, business and
political leaders in both Ohio and Kentucky orga
nized the Newport and Cincinnati Bridge Com
pany to improve railroad facilities and promote a
southern railroad connection. Newporteventually
won out over Covington in a bidding war for the
proposed bridge, which was to carry the Louis
ville, Cincinnati, and Lexington Railroad
(the Short Line) into Cincinnati, Newport's win
ning proposal included an agreement to grant the
railroad the right-of-way to operate trains along
the entire length of Saratoga St., an arrangement
that, at times over the years, divided the city for
hours whileatrain passed orchanged cars. The new
bridge's cornerstone was laid at the foot of Saratoga
St. on June 3, 1868.

Jacob H. Linville, the nation's foremost rail

roadbridge engineer, designed the original bridge
to carry railroad freight and passengers, with a
walkway to accommodate wagons and pedestri
ans. The Keystone Bridge Company of Pittsburgh,
Pa., built the steel superstructure. The Newportap
proach to the structure consists of a series of small
brickarches that were later turned into automobile

entrances to the current Newport-on-the-Levee

parking lot.
When the bridge formally opened on March
20, 1872, it was called the Newport and Cincinnati
Railroad and Wagon Bridge. It was the second
bridge built to Cincinnati but the first to combine
both railway and roadway features; the railroad
track was in the centerofthe bridge, with roadways
on both sides. In about 1881, the bridge was wid
ened to accommodate streetcar tracks for horse

cars. After the acquisition of the Louisville, Cincin
nati, and Lexington Railroadby the Louisville and
Nashville Railroad (L&N) in the 1880s, the bridge
became commonly known as the L&N Bridge.
Although the railroadtracks along Saratoga St.
later caused many a traffic jam and a small chorus
of citizens' complaints, the acquisition of the rail
road represented a major coup for Newport. Rail
roads were supplanting river commerce as the pri
mary means of moving products and people, so
besides adding jobs, the new bridge gave easier
access to national and even international markets

for the city's manufacturers. Local business leaders
used the availabilityofarailroad depot (atmodern
day Fifth and Saratoga Sts.) to promote Newportas
a highly attractive place to do business.
Thebridge introducedanew phase into the city's
economic history: commuter-based suburban ex
pansion. Before the bridge was built, there were only
two ways to get from Newport to Cincinnati: via
ferry and by goingover Newport's Fourth St.Bridge
into Covington and then over the John A. Roe
bling Bridge. Once it was completed, the L&N
Bridge gave direct access to Cincinnati and its jobs.
Employees could conveniently live in Newport and
work in Cincinnati. The bridge also attracted many
businessmen and families who exploited the new
access to Cincinnati. It was then possible to own a
business in Cincinnati but live in Newport. By the
late 1880s, Newport had become well integrated
within the Greater Cincinnati economy as workers
and businessmen enjoyed greater access to markets
and employment.
The buildingofthe bridge also had an immedi
ate impact on residential development in Newport.
Between 1880 and 1900, Newport witnessed a 52
percent increase in the construction of housing,
and the city's population swelled 35.4 percent dur
ingthesame period, with large additions in the east
ern part of the city. By 1880Newport ranked as the
98th-most-populous city in the nation. Because of
this population growth in Newport proper, subur
ban growth also began to occur throughout Camp
bell Co.

By the 1890s, it had become clear that the exist.
ing bridge could no longer accommodate the in
creased weight of locomotives and railcars, nor
that of the heavier electric streetcars. Max Joseph
Becker designed a new $700,000 bridge, which was
constructed by the Keystone Bridge Company. In
September 1896 the channel span of 510 feet was
floated on barges to the site and hoisted into place
by cables. Approaches on each side of the new
bridge were improved; in Newport the rail tracks
were elevated over Taylor St. (modern-day Third
St.), no longer crossing the streetcar track at grade;
they reached ground level just north of modern
day Fourth St. The new L&N Bridge, which in
cluded a railroadtrack on oneside and, on the other

side, a roadway with two electric streetcarlines and
a walkway, opened in May 1897. Streetcars then re
turned to the L&N Bridge; during the bridge con
struction, Newport selectric streetcars passed over
the Central Bridge downriver. In 1904 the Louis
ville and Nashville Railroad purchased the bridge.
The last rail corporation to own it was the Chessie
System, later known as the CSX, until the City of
Newport held control of it for a brief period in
2005.

Although an impressive achievement for its
time, the bridge had some serious drawbacks. The
rail yards on the Cincinnati side could not be ex
panded because of their location, and the comple
tion of the railroad Union Terminal in western

coming an important part of automobile traffic pat
terns between Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati.
The Kentucky Department of Highways bought the
two-lane vehicular section of the bridge in 1935 and
began the unpopular practice of collecting a toll,
which lasted until November 11, 1941.

Astrucks became the most popular way of trans
porting products to market, railroads and railroad
bridges became less important to the nation's econ
omy. Those bridges that were not torn down, such as
the L&N Bridge, began to show the effects of this
loss. CSX, when it was utilizing the bridge, refused
to paint its side when the Kentucky Department of
Highways painted its sideblue; the result wasanodd
two-tone blue-and-rust combination.
The CSX Railroad discontinued its use of the

bridge structure in 1984. The tracks on the bridge
were removed and the rail approaches at each end
were dismantled. The tracks in the city were also
removed after railroad traffic ceased; they were re
placed in 1987 with alandscaped green space along
the middle of Saratoga St.
After the Kentucky Department of Highways
determined in 1992 that the bridge was no longer
functional to carry modern automobile traffic vol.
umes and weights, proposals were made for its de
molition. However, rather than spend the $2 mil.
lion to demolish the bridge, the City of Newport
and the Commonwealth of Kentucky began nego
tiations to save the structure and turn it into a

pedestrian-only bridge, like the Walnut St. Bridge
over the Tennessee River at Chattanooga, Tenn.
With funding provided by both the City of New
port and the state, this plan became a reality.
The bridge closed to vehicular trafficon October
21, 2001, and reopened as the Newport Southbank
Bridge on April 26, 2003. It was then owned and
operated by a private nonprofit organization known
as the Newport Southbank Bridge Company (see
Southbank Partners). Much discussion and con

troversy occurred over what color to paint the bridge.
Eventually, purple was chosenbecause it was deemed
to be festive, to age slowly, to fade gracefully, and not
to show rust. Thus, the bridge has become known
most commonly as the Purple People Bridge. The
L&N/Purple People Bridge has been placed on the
National Register of Historic Places for itsengineer
ing and transportation significance.
"Bridge Formally Open on March 20, 1872, CI, March
23, 1872, 3.

Condit, Carl W. The Railroad and the City: A Tech
nological and Urbanistic History of Cincinnati.
Columbus: Ohio State Univ. Press, 1977.

Lehmann, Terry W., and Earl W. Clark Jr., The Green
Line: The Cincinnati, Newport and Covington

Railway. Chicago. Central Electric Railfans' Asso
ciation, 2000,

Purvis, Thomas L.,ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky: Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

"Span's Ownership Remains with State—Public-Private
Transfer Delayed" KP September 16, 2005,2K.
Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington

Cincinnati in 1933 put an end to the need for any
passenger drop-offs. As automobiles became more
of a factor in commuting patterns to and from the
suburbs, the bridge's urban location kept it from be:

and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss.
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.
Michael Whitehead
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LACEY, GENE

LACEY, GENE (b. March 19, 1888, Covington,
Ky.; d. July 5, 1965, Covington, Ky.) Businessman
Eugene F. Lacey, the son of Samuel and Emma Lacey,
was a lifelong resident of Covington. His early edu
cation was at Lincoln-Grant School in Coving
ton, and hegraduated from Woodward High School,
on Sycamore St. in downtown Cincinnati. In 1918 he
opened his first grocery store, at 508 Scott St. in Cov
ington (currently the site of the Kenton Co. Public
Library), while residing at nearby 839 Craig St. In
1919 Lacey married Bessie Merritt of Falmouth, and
together they opened a second store in Covington at
205 E. Robbins St., calling it the Gene and BessStore,
the building also served as their home.
Sometime duringthose years,Gene Lacey found
time to attend the University of Cincinnati and the
American Institute of Management. He graduated

Holle Ladd. The family moved to Bellevue when
she was age 22 in 1924. Two of Ladd's poems, “Cry
in the Night" and "Bread with Jam," appeared in
J.T. Cotton Noe's A Brief Anthology of Kentucky
Poetry (1936). Her work has also been published in
the poetry magazine Letters. Her father, a printer,

had been a lawyer and a U.S. congressman and had
served under Confederategeneral John Hunt Mor
gan during the Civil War. Polk Laffoon Jr. was also

died in 1934, and her mother died in 1944. That

a first cousin of Ruby Laffoon, who was a Kentucky

was the last year Dorothy was found in the local
city directories; she was living at 243 Taylor Ave. in
Bellevue and was employed as a nurse. Where she

governor (1931–1935). Polk Jr. married Emily
Woodall in 1914, and they had two children, Polk

lived and what she did after the death of her mother

enthusiast and raised many thoroughbreds on a
farm he owned in Kenton Co. on Turkeyfoot Rd.
He served as president of the Kentucky Racing
Commission and of the Latonia Jockey Club Inc.,
which operated the (Old) Latonia Racecourse in
Covington, and was a vice presidentofthe Churchill
Downs Racecourse in Louisville. During his long
and illustrious career, he also held executive posi
tions with the Peoples Liberty Bank and Trust Com
pany; the Union Light, Heat and Power Company,
the Cincinnati Gas and Electric Company in Ohio;
and the Cincinnati, Newport and Covington Rail
way Company (see Green Line Company). After
a long illness, Polk Laffoon Jr. died at age 68 on his
farm, which he called Pokeaway. Funeral services
were held at the Trinity Episcopal Church in Cov
ington and he was buried in the Highland Ceme
tery in Fort Mitchell. His wife Emily and their two

remain to be discovered.

Noe, J.T. Cotton, ed. A Brief Anthology of Kentucky
Poetry: Selections of Poetry Written by Ninety
Three Persons Closely Identified with Kentucky,
Most of Them Native Born. Lexington: Univ. of
Kentucky Department of Extension, 1936.

from the Alexander Hamilton Business School,

Jenny Plemen
and later the Laceys formed two companies, the
Lacey Sausage Company and the Lacey Paper Com
pany. In 1924 Gene and Bess Lacey faced a major
challenge to their business when the Great Atlantic
& Pacific Tea Company (A&P) and another major
grocery chain moved into the neighborhood less
than a block away from their small grocery, then
located on Greenup St. The Laceys remained com
petitive not by charging low prices but by the con
venience of their store and by employing local
people, thus keeping the money spent at their store
in the community. In 1926 Lacey closed his store at
508 Scott St.; in 1933 he opened a grocery store at
Court and John Sts. in Cincinnati.

Lacey was a 32nd Degree Mason and served on
the Southern Jurisdiction of the Supreme Council
of Masons, was a member of the Odd Fellow Lodge,
and became Exalted Ruler of Ira Lodge No. 37 of
the Elks. He was a member of the National Negro
Business League, served on the executive commit
tee of the Cincinnati branch of the NAACP, and

LAFARGE NORTHAMERICA INC. The small

Campbell Co. city of Silver Grove was once a bus
tling railroad town of 1,100 residents. In 1920 the
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad built many of the
houses in Silver Grove so its employees could be close
to their workplace. When the Chesapeake and Ohio
Railway closed the 200-acre Stevens rail yard at Sil
ver Grove in 1981, the town suffered greatly. Busi
nesses along the Mary Ingles Highway in town
lost many oftheir customers, and homes, now mostly
owned by railway workers, became difficult to sell.
Over the next 17 years, several companies consid
ered locating on the site of the former rail yard; how
ever, none showed serious interest until a French

company, Lafarge, negotiated to buy the property in
1998. The city, county, and state governments offered
tax breaks and other incentives to lure the company
to the area. The parent company of Lafarge North
America Inc. is headquartered in Paris, France, and
has been in continuous operation since 1833. It has

was active in the Ninth St. Methodist Church,

Utility executive and horse-racing enthusiast Polk
Laffoon Jr. was the son of Polk Laffoon Sr. and the
former Hattie Parker of Madisonville. His father

III and Emily. Polk Jr. was a lifelong horse-racing

children survived him.

“Colorful Figure Passes with Death of Laffoon," KP,
April 21, 1945, 1.
“Commodore Laffoon Now,” KP, June 15, 1932, 3.

“Laffoon Estate Is Left to Widow," KP, May 5, 1945, 1.
"Laffoon Rites Set Monday at Trinity Church,” KP,
April 21, 1945, 1.
Leonard, Lewis Alexander. Greater Cincinnati and

Its People: A History. New York: Lewis Historical,
1927.

LAGOON AMUSEMENT PARK. One of the

locations in 75 countries and a worldwide workforce

serving as treasurer and a trustee for many years.
In 1931 Lacey was a speaker for the new Covington
City Manager League, which supported the city
managerform of government for Covington. There

largest and most popular resorts in Northern Ken

of 77,000. The company is a world leader in the pro
duction of construction materials such as cement,

asphalt products, and gypsum wallboard. The cor
poration's North American subsidiary currently op

were 300 new members at the time within the Ne

erates several facilities in the United States and em

gro Division. Lacey was also a founding member of
Covington's African-American Businessmen's
Association.

A frequent visitor to the Lacey household dur
ing the summer months of the 1940s was their
nephew, college football coach John A. Merritt.
Gene Lacey died in 1965 and was buried at Mary E.
Smith Cemetery in Elsmere.

ploys 15,300 people. The Silver Grove plant, which
opened in July 2000, was built at a cost of about $100
million and employs 150. The plant produces 900
million square feet of gypsum wallboard each year,
for use in the United States and Canada. Strategically
located on the Ohio River, the facility has easy access
to transportation by water, rail, and highway.
Answers.com. "Lafarge." www.answers.com/lafarge

Dabney, Wendell P. Cincinnati's Colored Citizens.
Cincinnati. Dabney, 1926.

(accessed February 25, 2007).

“Campbell Wooing French Manufacturer." KE, De

“Enroll 300 New Members in Colored Division,”
cember 17, 1998, 20.

KTS, July 7, 1931, 2.

"Eugene Lacey, Businessman," KP July 6, 1965,3K.
Harris, Theodore H. H. “Reader Recollection,” KP.
March 2, 1992, 4K.
Theodore H. H. Harris

“Lafarge Almost Ready," KP, July 21, 2000, 1K.
“Lafarge North America," KP, July 27, 2000,5K.
“Lafarge Plant Revitalizes Silver Grove,” KE, July 25,
2000, B.

“Silver Grove Gets Drywall Plant," KE, January 28,
1999, 1K.

LADD, DOROTHY (b. 1902, New Orleans, La.;

date and place of death unknown). The Poet Doro
thy Ladd was the daughter of Alvin and Bertha

tucky at the beginning of the 20th century was the
Lagoon Amusement Park in Ludlow. An 85-acre
lake was created for the park by damming Pleasant
Run Creek, which empties into the Ohio River
nearby; and streetcar lines were extended to the
Lagoon entrance at what is today Laurel St. be
tween Park Ave. and Lake St.

The park's grand opening was May 18, 1895.
Park patrons paid a fee to enter the park, and addi
tional fees were charged for the major activities.
A very important attraction at the Lagoon was its
large lake; the clear, fresh water provided for excel
lent fishing, swimming, and boating. A wide, sandy
bathing beach was constructed on the north side of
the lake. Another early attraction was the grand
clubhouse, alarge Victorian structure sporting wide
verandas that wrapped around the building. The
clubhouse was constructed on high ground, which
offered sweeping views of the lake and other parts
of the park. Activities at the clubhouse included
dancing and fine dining, for which park manag
ers insisted on the best chefs and waiters. The La

LAFFOON, POLK, JR. (b. February 6, 1877,
Madisonville, Ky.; d. April 20, 1945, Covington, Ky).

goon dance pavilion, which drew thousands to
the park, provided space for hundreds of dancers

LAIDLEY, FREDERICK A.
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damaged many of the Lagoon's attractions. They
were quickly repaired, but at considerable cost.
In July 1913 a serious wreck at the motordrome
brought notoriety to the Lagoon. A driver named
Odin Johnson lost control of his motorcycle on
the large wooden track and veered offinto a grand
stand. The cycle hit a gas lamp, causing burning
fuel to spread throughout the stand, and panic set
in as the 5,000 spectators tried to flee the fire.
Seven people were killed and more than 100 were
treated forburns on the day of the accident. Initial
newspaper accounts listed the dead as Odin John
son of Salt Lake City, age 34; Charles Davis of Lud
low, 5, Mrs. Ethel Buchtman of Covington, 20,
and Cincinnati residents Henry Andrews, James
Carter, Mrs. William Michaels, and William Pat

Lagoon Amusement Park, as seen from the Cincinnati Southern Railroad Bridge.

terson. Several otherspectators died insubsequent
days from their burns and other injuries. Injured
patrons included residents of Bromley, Coving.
ton, and Ludlow, Ky., and Cincinnati and Lima,
Ohio. Lawsuits and criminal charges were quickly
filed in the local courts. Despite the tragedy, the
motordrome was repaired and reopened later in
the 1913 season.

and for the large orchestras and bands popular at
the time. It boasted the largest dance floor in the
United States west of New York City. All of the
original buildings at the park were designed by a
Ludlow architect, John H. Boll. The first general
manager of the park was John Noonan, who held
the position from 1895 to 1902. J. J. Weaver was
his successor.
Rides available for the first season included a

large toboggan sled, a pony track, a miniature gold
mine, and a scenic railroad. Of the early rides, one
of the most popular was the roller coaster, which
was built over the lake and took patrons up and
down manytimes. Riders began on the shore of the
lake and were quickly propelled over the water. At
the halfwaypoint of the ride, the small carsentered
a circular building constructed on piers, where the
track spiraled several times inside the building be
fore reemerging into the light for the return trip to
the shore. Over the next few decades, many rides
were added. In 1896 a chute-the-chutes was con
structed on the north shore of the lake. It consisted

of small cars that slid down a steep ramp into the
lake. Other innovative rides were an Alpine slide, a
circular swing, a $10,000 merry-go-round, and a
100-foot Ferris wheel builton one of the lake's many
islands. In 1909 the management constructed an
elevated automobile ride in the park, featuring
full-sized touring cars. The ride carried patrons
along a two-mile elevated track, which snaked its
way through the woods on the north end of the
park.
Various entertainers also drew large crowds;
the park's 2,500-seat amphitheatre was available
for live productions. A large motion picture the
ater was also very popular, as were the perfor
mances on the park's vaudeville stage. Each week
end there were free vaudeville shows in which local

and occasionally visiting performers provided en
tertainment. Other activities included a large mid

way with assorted games, refreshment stands, pic
nic grounds, and several miles of walking trails. By
1905 an Edisonia exhibit was in operation: the
large exhibit hall displayed more than 100 recent
inventions from across the country.
Current events gave the park managers inspi
ration for new attractions. In 1898, during the
Spanish-American War (see National Guard,
Spanish-American War), a Cuban village was
constructed on one of the lake's islands. Included

Two years later, on July 7, 1915, at the height of
the summerseason, alargetornadoripped through
Ludlow and caused more than $20,000 in damage
to the buildings in the park, including the dance
hall and the clubhouse. Costly repairs were made
and the park was reopened. The final event that
spelled doom for the park was World War I. For
many years, the Lagoon had served the locally
brewed Bavarian beer at variouslocations. But now

grain was needed for the war effort; federal officials
halted the manufacturing of liquor and beer for

were an authentic native hut with thatched roof

the duration of the war. The loss of alcohol sales

and a small replica farm growing tobacco and
sugar cane. A Cuban family (a father, a mother,
and five children) fleeing the war was hired to
occupy the exhibit. Park visitors were taken to
the Cuban village by boat; they could then dis
embark and tour the exhibit. This early experi
ment in living history proved very popular.
The victory of the Japanese Navy over Russia
in 1905 led to the establishment of a Japanese Fair
that same year at the park. This attraction featured
a large teahouse built in the traditional Japanese
architectural style. A Japanese immigrant oper

resulted in a drastic loss in profits, and the Lagoon
Amusement Parkclosed after the 1918 season.

Part of the Lagoon property was developed as
a residential neighborhood. Portions of Deverill,
Lake, Laurel, Ludford, Park, and Stokesay Sts. were
builton the site. Only two buildings from the orig
inal park have survived. The clubhouse was con
verted into an apartment building, and the wom
en's washroom, at the northwest corner of Deverill

and Lake Sts., was transformed into a single-family
home.

tic geisha girls." The Japanese Fair also offered
Japanese music, several Japanese games of chance,
and a jujitsu instructor who gave regular demon

In 1967 the Ludlow Realty Company sold the
remaining Lagoon property to Ludlow Develop
ment Enterprises Inc. (Carlisle Construction, King
Wrecking Company, and other firms) for $28,000.
The low-lying areas were later filled and the lake

strations of his art.

was eliminated.

ated the exhibit with the assistance of five authen

A large wooden motordrome, or motorcycle
racetrack, was planned for the grounds in 1912.
The quarter-mile oval track was constructed at a
60-degree angle, allowing drivers to reach great
speeds. The observation grandstand could seat up
to 8,000 spectators, and many more could sit in
the infield. The motordrome was officially opened

Centennial Celebration, Ludlow, Kentucky: Com

memorating 100 Years of Progress, 1864–1964.
Ludlow, Ky:Ludlow Centennial Committee, 1964.
John Burns Collected Papers, Kenton Co. Public Li
brary, Covington, Ky.
"Ludlow Lagoon Amusement Park." Local History
File, Kenton Co. Public Library, Covington, Ky.

on June 21, 1913, and was an immediate success.
Races were held three times each week with an

David E. Schroeder

admission charge of 50 cents.
Four events between 1913 and 1920 led to the

closing of the park. The costly floods of 1913

LAIDLEY, FREDERICK A. (b. January 28,
1841, Huntington, W.Va.; d. December 14, 1931,
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LAHDLEY HOUSE

Covington, Ky). Frederick Alexander Laidley was
a prominent businessman in both river and rail
transportation and a civic leader in the city of
Cincinnati from 1886 until at least 1918. The son

of James Madison Laidley, a prominent attorney,
and Anna Maria Buhring, he was raised in Charles
ton, W.Va., and attended public schools there. He
started a small store in Charleston and then from

1858 to 1864 manufactured salt in West Virginia

City of Louisville, and the Loucinda (also WCL).
Much of Laidley's great wealth was gone. He lived
out the rest of his life in his Covington home on
Second St. and died after a short illness at age 90 in
December 1931. He was buried at Highland Cem
etery in Fort Mitchell.

terward, the house was sold at auction to an in

Bricking, Chuck. Covington's Heritage: A Compilation
of the City's Historical Houses and a Short Biography
of the Inhabitants. Covington, Ky. Privately pub

on the Kanawha River. In connection with the
lished, 1980.
saltbusiness, he traveled often to Cincinnati. Laid

Goss, Charles Frederick, ed. Cincinnati: The Queen

ley had become fascinated with steamboats as a
boy, and in 1864 he began his career as a river
man, getting a job as a clerk on the Ohio River
steamer Annie Laurie. By 1866 he was captain of

City, 1788–1912.4 vols. Chicago. S. J. Clarke, 1912.
Kentucky Death Certificate No. 30006, for the year

that boat. For most of his life, he was best known

place. However, the ice gorge of the winter of
1917–1918 crushed five of Commodore Laidley's
boats, changing the family's economic status con
siderably, and social life at the home became a
lower priority. The last Laidley occupant was Elsie
Louise Laidley More, who died in 1972. Soon af.
terim absentee owner who planned to convert it
into small apartments. By that time, the house and
grounds had been neglected for many years. In
1975 James and Frances Allen purchased the prop
erty and restored it to its former glory. They live
there today.

1931.

"Mourn Laidley–Veteran Riverman Passes in 90th
Year," KP, December 15, 1931, 1.
Fran Allen

Bricking, Chuck. Covington's Heritage: A Compila
tion of the City's Historical Houses and a Biog
raphy of the Inhabitants. Covington, Ky: Privately
published, 1980.
Stamm, Michelle. “Riverside Renaissance. Covington's
Historic Riverside District from the 18th Century to

as a river man and was variously referred to as
Captain Laidley or Commodore Laidley (these
titles may have been informal, since official li
censing of captains and chief mates did not begin
until the U.S. Congress established it by legisla

LAIDLEY HOUSE. The Laidley House faces
south at the corner of Second and Kennedy Sts.
near the Licking and Ohio Rivers in the protected

tion in 1871).

Licking-Riverside National Historic District

Fran Allen

Laidley moved to Cincinnati in 1867 as the
agent for the Kanawha Salt Company and became

of Covington. The house itself is a Kentucky land
mark and is surrounded by historically significant

LAKESIDE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. This

a charter member of the Cincinnati Chamber of

homes.

Commerce. Even though his business was in Cin
cinnati, he lived in Covington and raised his fam
ily there. Laidley engaged in numerous business
ventures and partnering associations over the next
almost 50 years. From 1873 to 1896, he was in the
pork-packing business (see Meatpacking), in 1886
he became a prime stockholder of the Louisville &
Cincinnati Packet Company, and later (by 1891)
served as its general manager and treasurer. With
this company, he built and operated two of the fin

The Laidley House was built in 1865, at the end
of the Civil War, in the Second Empire style. A
visitor to the imposing and beautiful three-story
mansion will first be impressed by its setting on
the property and its lovely facade. The home issur
rounded by a stone wall topped with an iron fence,
and the property is entered through a decorative
iron gate. The structure itself is orange red brick
with a white Kentucky limestone foundation and
massive front steps, and the entrance, corners, and

est and fastest boats on the Ohio River, the famed

windows are trimmed with limestone. Above the

City of Louisville and the City of Cincinnati.

the Present." NKH 1, no. 1 (Autumn—Winter 1993);
1–22.

Christian church in Lakeside Park began because
in the 1960s men of the Independent Christian
Church–Church of Christ felt that a new church was

needed in Northern Kentucky. A group of ministers
and laymen met in October 1966 to discuss estab
lishing the new church. The New Testament Church
Evangelism Committee was formed and incorpo
rated in March 1967, and the Lakeside Park–

Crescent Springs area was selected for the church's
location. The committee chose Jerry Scarborough to
be the minister-evangelist. On September 10, 1967,
73 worshippers attended the church's first Sunday
services at the Crescent Springs Elementary School,
on Buttermilk Pk. Seventeen adults agreed to form
the nucleus of the new church, and at a meeting in

Line. He was an original stockholder of the Com

approach to the house is an octagonal cupola sit
ting on top of the colorful slate-faced mansard
roof, like the decorative top of an elaborate wed
ding cake. After walking up the front steps, one

mon Carrier Company and president of the Louis

comes to the glass-paneled front door inside an in

Church was chosen. By January 1968 the congrega

ville & Evansville Transportation Company. These
companies were in the business of transporting
freight or passengers, or both, up and down the Ohio
River. He was president of the Licking Coal & Tow
boat Company, which supplied steamboats with
coal and provided harbor-towing services, and in
1881 he began shipping meat by rail with the Cin

tricately carved, walnut-stained wooden entrance,
with folding paneled doors and a black and white,
checkerboard-patterned marble floor.
Just inside the front door is a long rectangular
entrance hall with an elaborate parquet floor and a
winding staircase, which has unusual parquet stair
treads. On the right is a poolroom, thought to have
been a gentlemen's smoking parlor; on the left is a
large living area originally called “the ballroom."
The ballroom has a large bay window on the en
trance side and wonderful white plaster decora
tions of morning glories and leaves all around the
edges of the 14-foot ceiling. At the end of the en

tion had grown to 55 members; property was pur
chased and plans were drawn for the construction of
a permanent church, for which ground was broken
March 10, 1968. One year later the congregation oc
cupied the new building, at 195 Buttermilk Pk., and

trance hall are two doors; one opens to the dining

By 1979 continued growth made it necessary to
schedule multiple worship services on Sundays, so
construction ensued to increase worship service
and educational space. The congregation also be
gan to purchase adjacent land along Buttermilk
Pk. In 1996 growth again required increasing the
meeting space. The building campaign now in
cluded a new sanctuary seating about 1,400, as well
as renovation of the existing facilities to include a
family life-sports complex, meeting rooms for
church and community use, and supplementary
space for classes and activities.

These two steamboats and five others were called

the White Collar Line (WCL) or White Packet

cinnati Southern Railroad to southern cities

such as Chattanooga, Tenn., Atlanta and Macon,
Ga.; Mobile and Montgomery, Ala.; and many
others.

In 1866 Laidley married Julia A. Rook from
Malden, W.Va., and they had four children. The
family lived in what is now known as the Laidley
House, at 404 E. Second St. in Covington, sur
rounded by other magnificent homes of the pre
Civil War and post-Civil War periods. During
the mid-1800s and into the early 1900s, the Laidley
home was a center for hospitality known for its
glowing lights, grand balls, and lovely parties.
Laidley's lifestyle and his role as a prominent
businessman came to an abrupt end after the win
ter of 1917–1918. During that winter the Ohio and
Licking rivers froze in many places, and in 1918 an
ice gorge destroyed the City of Cincinnati, the

room, the other to an exterior L-shaped porch with
heavy carved pillars and a balustrade, and a view of
the Ohio River.

Frederick Alexander Laidley and his family
lived in the house from 1880 until 1972. Commo

dore Laidley, as he was called, owned the White
Packet, or White Collar, line of riverboats on the
Ohio River. He and his wife, the former Julia Rook,

had four children: Frederick Rook, Mary, Margue
rite, and Elsie Louise. During the late 1800s and
early 1900s, the house was a lively social gathering

December 1967 the name Lakeside Christian

on October 1, 1970, Bro. John Russell was chosen as

minister-evangelist, since Scarborough had de
parted to start new churches elsewhere. As the con
gregation grew, new programs were added and staff
members were hired to direct the areas of music,

youth, adult involvement, education, and a compre
hensive children's program of participation and
instruction.

LAMPRECHT, WILHELM
Lakeside Christian Church endeavors to in

fluence the community by actively participating
in charitable needs and by offering beneficial
programs—musical productions; men's, women's,
and family seminars; and special seasonal drama
productions—and also through a comprehensive
worldwide mission endeavor: 20 percent of its
weekly offerings is used to help people outside the
local church body. In 2005 weekly attendance was
averaging more than 1,750 in worship services as
the church continued to prosper and grow.
“Churches Celebrate Building," KP September 18,
1993, 10K,

"Lakeside Park—Suburban Wrap Up (Expand Lake
side Christian Church)," KP, February 12, 1992,

is provided in collaboration with the City of Crest
view Hills, while Fort Mitchell supports the fire
and life-squad needs of the community.
“Birth of a Police Department," KP June 22, 1998,4K.

“History of Dry Creek Baptist Church, Kenton
County, Kentucky," Lakeside Park Local History

Files, Kenton Co. Public Library, Covington, Ky.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
National Register of Historic Places National Register
Form, 1986, Lakeside Park Local History Files,
Kenton Co. Public Library, Covington, Ky.
U.S. Census Bureau. "American Fact Finder. DataSet.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent
Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
June 28, 2006).

9K.

Blanche Gaynor
LAKESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. In

Mary Ellen Lucas
LAKESIDE PARK. Lakeside Park is a largely
residential fifth-class city in northern Kenton Co.
It is surrounded by the cities of Fort Mitchell and
Crestview Hills and is bisected by the Dixie
Highway (U.S. 25). I-275 passes just to the south.
Lakeside Park's origins can be traced to a nearly
1,000-acre farm granted to Col. John Leathers,
who settled the area in 1785. It was mainly farm
land until landowner and Kenton Co. water com

missioner Paul Hesser developed the city's first
subdivision on 40 acres that he purchased from R.
L. and F. D. Crigler. This first neighborhood was
placed west of the old Covington and Lexing
ton Turnpike (Dixie Highway). The development,
along with the formal incorporation of the City of
Lakeside Park on May 12, 1930, also championed
by Hesser, was specifically arranged to prevent an
nexation by South Fort Mitchell. Today, Lakeside
Park encompasses 530 acres (parts of which were

1961 two churches, the Lakeside Presbyterian
Church and the Madison Avenue Presbyterian
Church, were merged to create the present-day
Lakeside Presbyterian Church in Lakeside Park.
In 1854, 28 members of the First Presbyterian
Church in downtown Covington decided to start a
new church closer to their homes. They named
their new congregation the Second Presbyterian
Church, and at first services were held in an old

pottery building on Madison Ave., just south of
Ninth St., which had also previously been used as a
schoolhouse. In 1861 the congregation built their
first church building on the north side of Ninth St.
just east of Madison. After that structure was de
stroyed by fire in September 1880, the church's
members authorized construction of a new church

the number of businesses to three. The three busi

at 1035 Madison Ave. (today the parking lot of Al
lison & Rose Funeral Home); the new facility was
completed in 1883. The following year, the congre
gation changed the church name to the Madison
Avenue Presbyterian Church. In spring 1886 the
new edifice, too, was destroyed by fire, but a re
placement was soon built on the same site. In 1916
a house at 1048 Scott St. was purchased to be used
as the first parsonage. A new Sunday school sec
tion was added to the side of the church in 1922. By

nesses are a restaurant, an automobile window

1955 church membership had increased to 420,

annexed from Kenton Co.) and includes 16 subdi

visions, three businesses, a U.S. post office, and
four churches. The city has adopted a set of ordi
nances that promote the city's beauty and limit

house, with a large detached garage, was located
on three acres of land. A local artist, Caroline

Williams, was asked to make a pencil drawing of
the house for use in church promotions. Copies of
the picture were made available to all church
members. The congregation removed several in
terior walls of the house and made other altera
tions to make it more suitable for church services.

A special offering was taken, which was used to
purchase chairs, hymnals, and a Baldwin Orga
sonic Organ. In May 1956 the church called Leon
Drake to be its first pastor. Shortly after his ar
rival, he began a church newsletter, the Lakeside
Life, which soon became a weekly publication.
Monthly church suppers were also begun, en
couraging fellowship among members. In 1958
the church held its first Vacation Bible School,

“Ushers Pass the Construction Hat," KP, November
20, 1995, 1K.
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which was attended by 62 pupils, and purchased a
house at 11 Alpine Dr. in Fort Mitchell, for a par
sonage. By the end of the church's fifth year, mem
bership had reached 240. Around that time, the
Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church approached
Lakeside about the merger.
Early in 1961 both churches voted to approve
the merger, which was formalized on February 16,
-

1961. The new church retained the name of Lake

side Presbyterian Church, and 455 members were
present at the first combined service. Not all mem
bers of the former Madison Avenue Presbyterian
Church came to Lakeside. With the increased at

tendance, it became imperative that a new, larger
sanctuary be built. A new church building, con
structed on the Dixie Highway property, was dedi
cated on November 24, 1963. Inspired by having a
new building, many members donated money,
furnishings, and other items in memory of loved
ones. The names of those donors were recorded in

a Book of Remembrance kept at a place of honor
in the church sanctuary. At the dedication of the
new building, it was stated that the new church
stands as a memorial to those who contributed so

generously of their time and money.
“Ground Broken for Lakeside Church,” KP, March 25,
1963, 1 K.

tinting business, and a branch office of Cincin
nati Bell. City ordinances forbid the businesses to
expand outside their current boundaries and re
strict their sales activity to entities within their
categories: food service, automobile service, and
communication.

The community is rich with history. The turn
pike that runs through town (the Covington and
Lexington Turnpike) was a well-traveled route to
the South that, during the Civil War, was guarded
by earthwork forts. Barleycorn's Five Mile
House, located at Dixie Highway and Hudson
Ave., dates from the 1860s. Another historical site

is the Dry Creek Baptist Church, a 19th-century
brick building on Buttermilk Pk, now serving as a
private home.
Lakeside Park includes a formally registered
historical area called the Dixie Highway National
Historic District. In 2000 the city of Lakeside Park
had a population of 2,869, made up mostly of mid
dle- to upper-income residents. Police protection

and that year the Madison Avenue Presbyterian
Church celebrated its centennial. About that time,

Lakeside Presbyterian Church, 1955–1961. Bro
chure. Lakeside Park, Ky: Lakeside Presbyterian
Church, 1962.

growth had begun to slow in inner-city churches,
causing church leaders to consider building new

"Old Covington Landmark Falls," KP. March 23,

churches in the suburbs. It soon became apparent

“Presbyterian Church Going Up," KP. March 25, 1963,

that financing a new facility would be difficult,
given the small size of the congregation. There
fore, in 1960 it was decided to approach the newly
formed Lakeside Presbyterian Church about a

Tenkotte, Paul A. A Heritage of Art and Faith:
Downtown Covington Churches. Covington, Ky.
Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1986.

1963, 1.
2K.

merger.

The Lakeside Presbyterian Church was orga
nized in 1955, becoming the first new Presbyte
rian church in Kenton Co. within the past 60
years. From its original 70 charter members, the
church grew to 131 members by the end of the
first year and to 221 members by 1960. Their ini
tial place of worship was the Dixie Four Star The
ater Building in Fort Mitchell (see Movie The
aters). On August 4, 1955, the church purchased
the stately old George Hill Estate, at 2690 Dixie
Highway in Lakeside Park. The nine-room

LAMPRECHT, WILHELM (b. October 31, 1838,

Altenschoenbach, near Würzburg, Germany; d.
1922, Munich, Germany). The establishment of the
Covington Altar Stock Building Company
in 1862 attracted German-born artists who were

skilled in decorating religious edifices, and one of
these persons was Wilhelm Lamprecht. There was
a great need in the United States for talented paint
ers to add inspirational art to the new churches
that had been erected by immigrants during the
19th century. Lamprecht studied at the Munich
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Royal Academy of Art in Bavaria between 1859
and 1867. His first teacher was a history painter,
who sparked Lamprecht's interest in large-scale
historical tableaux. His second was the famous

Munich painter Johann von Schraudolph, a spe
cialist in religious art. Von Schraudolph founded a
Society of Christian Art, and his pupil Wilhelm
Lamprecht became a member and, for a time, pres
ident of the Cincinnati Society of Christian Art in
Ohio, 20 years later.
In 1867 Lamprechtleft Germany for the United
States, where during his lengthy career he worked
on some 300 churches. That same year, he painted
at St. Mary's Abbey Church in Newark, N.J., mu
rals that depict 10 scenes from the life of the Virgin
Mary, beginning with her birth and ending with
the encounter with her son Jesus after he had risen

from the grave. Flanking each scene are paintings
of two saints, some of them identifiable as German,

for instance St. Cunegund, St. Hermann, and St.
Rupert. Lamprecht's murals were painted in oil on
dry plaster and placed high in the clerestory. His
large canvas painting of St. Benedict greets visitors
at the main entrance of the New Jersey church.
Some time after he painted in the Newark
church, the artistjoined the Covington Altar Build
ing Stock Company. Lamprecht created many ex
quisite altarpieces and murals throughout North
America for the company, which had been estab
lished by the Benedictine clergyman Archabbot
Boniface Wimmer in 1862 and was managed by
the Benedictinelay brother Cosmas Wolf.
In 1868 Lamprecht traveled to Canada to deco
rate the church of St.-Romuald d'Etchemin in Que

bec with large murals. Two other German painters
accompanied him from Covington, Louis Lang
and Wenceslaus Thien, to assist. In 2004 this Ca
nadian church was classified as a historic monu

ment by the culture minister of Quebec.
In 1869 Lamprecht worked in Indiana and
Pennsylvania. Indiana had attracted a large num
ber of German Catholic settlers, especially in its
southern counties. The St. Joseph Church in the
hamlet of Millhousen in southeastern Indiana dis

plays today two altarpieces by Lamprecht: Death of
St. Joseph and Immaculate Conception. In Old
enburg, Ind., Lamprecht decorated the chapel of
the Immaculate Conception for the Franciscan sis
ters. The murals are no longer in place, but a canvas
by Lamprecht, which he donated to the prioress,
still graces the entrancehall of thesisters' house.
The year 1870 brought an important commis
sion for Lamprecht in Vincennes, Ind., to paint
three large murals in the Cathedral of St. Francis
Xavier, named after the 16th-century Jesuit mis
sionary. The church, built before 1816, was the first
Catholic edifice in what became Indiana and was

the seat of Bishop Simon Brute, a refugee of the
French Revolution. The three Lamprecht paintings
are Crucifixion, Madonna of the Chair, and St.
Francis Xavier. Madonna of the Chair is based
on the Italian Renaissance prototype Sacra Con
versazione, which traditionally portrays the Ma
donna seated on a throne with the Christ child, re

ceiving homage by a group of saints. For the group
of saints in his painting, Lamprecht chose the pa

tron saints of the early French bishops of Vin
cennes; St. Celestine, St. Maurice, St. Simon, and

St. Stephen.
Lamprecht returned to Northern Kentucky
in 1871 to take part in the interior decoration of
Covington's Mother of God Catholic Church,
where he painted the four Evangelists in the pen
dentives of the dome. During that same year, he
was called to the small town of Quincy in western
Illinois on the banks of the Mississippi River.
There, for St. Boniface Church, he painted several
beautiful murals in the sanctuary: Christ Hand
ing the Keys to St. Peter, Nativity, and images of
St. Boniface, St. Lawrence, and St. Stephen. Of the
small canvases he painted for the church baptis
tery, only Blessed Hermann and Joseph and the
Fourteen Holy Helpers survive.
In 1876 Lamprecht was in western Pennsylvania,
where he painted an altarpiece at St. Mary's Church
in a small German settlement called Marienstadt.

His painting The Immaculate Conception was on
display in Philadelphia during the national Cen
tennial Celebration in 1876, where it was widely
praised.
Lamprecht's fame spread to Wisconsin, where
German settlershadbuiltalarge number ofchurches
and monasteries. In Milwaukee two Swiss priests
had established the Capuchin Order in 1856. In 1877
Lamprecht decorated their church, dedicated to St.
Francis, with a huge mural, The Triumph of Christi
anity. Harking back to his first career as a history
painter in Munich, he designed a one-cent stamp for
the Trans-Mississippi Exposition in Omaha, Neb., in
1898. It depicts the French explorer Father Jacques
Marquette crossing the Mississippi River.
Shortly before his return to Germany in 1901,
Lamprecht created a 65-foot-wide painting, Im
maculate Conception, located in the Immaculate
Conception chapel at the Sisters of Charity Mount
St. Joseph Motherhouse in Cincinnati. Lamp
recht's painting, on a gold-leaf background behind
the high altar, is among his most breathtaking
works. About the same time, he painted as many
as five pieces on the ceilingofold St. Joseph Church
at Linn St. and Lincoln Park Dr. (today Ezzard
Charles Dr) in Cincinnati's west end. They repre
sented the Assumption and the four cardinal vir
tues: prudence, justice, fortitude, and temperance.
Some of the paintings survived the transition to
the new 1960s church building at the same loca
tion. After settling again in Munich, Lamprecht
became a much-sought-after portrait painter and
died there in 1922, at age 84.
Buerkle, Boniface, O.S.B. Mary's Legacy, Saint Mary's
Church. St. Mary's, Pa.; McKee Press, 1988.

“Wilhelm Lamprecht zum Fest seiner Goldenen
Hochzeit, 20. Maerz, 1920," Allgemeine Abendzei

tung, Munich, March 26, 1920.
Annemarie Springer
LAMY, JOHN (JEAN BAPTISTE) (b. October

11, 1814, Lempdes, Auvergne, France; d. February
13, 1888, Santa Fe, N.Mex). The subject of Willa
Cather's popular fictionalized American novel
Death Comes for the Archbishop(1927), John Lamy
was a Catholic priest of the Archdiocese of Cincin
nati, having immigrated in 1839. He was pastor of
St. Mary's Church in Covington (later named Ca
thedral Basilica of the Assumption) from 1848
until 1850. Lamy then became the first bishop
(1853–1875), and then archbishop (1875–1885) of
Santa Fe, N.Mex. He was buried in St. Francis of
Assisi Cathedral in Santa Fe.

Horgan, Paul. Lamy of Santa Fe. Middletown, Conn.

Wesleyan Univ. Press, 1975.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Steele, Thomas J., ed, and trans. Archbishop Lamy:
In His Own Words. Albuquerque, N.Mex.: LPD
Press, 2000.
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Paul A. Tenkotte

LANDRUM, RALPH (b. August 16, 1957, Cov
ington, Ky). Professional golfer Ralph L. Landrum,
who played on the PGA Tour 1983–1985, is the son
of Jesse and Betty Landrum. He began playing at
Summit Hills Golf and Country Club, won
numerous junior titles while attending St. Henry
District High School, and played college golf at
the University of Kentucky in Lexington.
Landrum, who currently resides in Burlington,
qualified for the 1978 Masters Golf Tournament
by reaching the semifinals of the 1977 USGA Ama
teur Tournament. He played in the Masters Golf
Tournament in 1984 as a professional and also
competed in six U.S. Open Golf Tournaments; he
had seven top 10 finishes on tour. The highlight of
his U.S. Open Golf Tournament play was an eighth
place finish in 1983 at Oakmont, Pa. AClass A PGA
Member, Landrum operates Landrum Golf Man
agement locally and is the head professional at De
vou Park Golf Course in Covington. He has al
ways been one of Northern Kentucky's staunchest
supporters of junior golf. He and his wife Mary Pat
have two children, Kyle and Joe, who also have ex
celled in amateur golf.

Humphreys, Henry. “Found in Doomed West End
Church,” CTS, December 12, 1956, 3.

Kuhn, Charles. “Little Known Facts Told by Parish
Member: Written and Oral Lore of Old Cathedral,”
1933, Vincennes Old Cathedral Archives, Vin
cennes, Ind.

Landrum, Ralph. Interview by Denny Van Houten,
June 2005, Covington, Ky.
Dennis W. Van Houten

LANE, WILLIAM LEROY (b. November 27,

McPadden, Malachy, O.S.B., ed. St. Mary's Church,
Newark, NJ. Newark, N.J.; Newark Abbey Press,
2002.

Metz, Jack. “Church Art Salvaged for New Structure,”
CTS, April 17, 1961,5.

1897, New York City; d. December 14, 1968, Fort
Worth, Tex.). William Lane, the son of James Rob
ert Lane and Alberteena Martin, became the first

African American priest to minister within the

LARRY A. RYLE HIGH SCHOOL

Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington. Lane
served at the Our Savior Catholic Church, lo

cated at 242 E. 10th St. in Covington. In 1917, when
the United States entered World War I, Lane

Reis, Jim. “Our Savior Fills Unique Niche," KP, Janu
ary 17, 1994,4K.
“Rev. William LeRoy Lane," Archives, Diocese of Dal
las, Tex.
Theodore H. H. Harris

signed up to become a camp secretary with the Cath
olic Knights of Columbus organization. After ba
sic training at Camp Zachary Taylor, near Louis
ville, Ky., he was stationed in France. He was a
graduate of Fordham University in New York City
and attended St. Mary Seminary in Cleveland, Ohio,
and St. Vincent Seminary in Latrobe, Pa. He was
ordained in 1933 by Bishop John Swintin Wheeling,
W.Va. Before he came to Covington, Lane served
in the Diocese of Port of Spain, Trinidad, British
West Indies.

Bishop Francis W. Howard spearheaded an
effort to form an African American church and
school as a mission of the Cathedral Basilica of

the Assumption, and in 1943 the decision was

made to do so. At one time, this new parish, named
Our Savior Catholic Church, had both a grade and
a high school; most of the students were from Cov
ington and Newport. In 1945 the parish priest at
Our Savior was Rev. Henry Haacke, assisted by the
newly arrived Rev. William LeRoy Lane. At this
time and throughout the 1940s, the parish school
at Our Savior had 60 students enrolled in grades
one through eight. Lane's primary mission was to
work with the people of the surrounding neigh
borhoods and to attract converts to the church. He

was of great help to the African American chil
dren, as he received clothing in the form of jackets
for the boys at the school from the Eilerman Cloth
ing Store (see Eilerman & Sons, Men's Cloth
iers). He sought the assistance of another African
American priest from Cincinnati to teach diction
in the school. However, Lane was very outspoken
on the question of racial prejudices. His efforts had
attracted many converts, but it was time for him to
move on. Lane left Covington in late 1947.
Afterward, Lanesecured temporary assignments
in various cities throughout Wisconsin and Minne
sota. In 1951 he arrived in the Diocese of Dallas, Tex.,

after a two-year tour of duty as an assistant priest at
the Holy Cross Church in Austin,Tex. Later, he was
named assistant pastor of St. Charles Parish in
Gainesville, Tex. In 1961 Lane was appointed assis
tant pastor of Holy Cross Parish in Dallas and be
came pastorthere in 1964. At that time, he was one of
only two African Americans among about 300
priests in the Diocese of Dallas. His appointment as
pastor of the Holy Cross Parish made Lane the first
African American priest to lead a congregation in
the Dallas Diocese. Lane's ministry flourished in the
racially mixed Holy Cross Parish, which in 1965
consisted of 400 families. He retired as pastor due to
failing health in 1967 and served as the associate
chaplain of St. Joseph Hospital in Fort Worth, Tex.,
until his death in 1968. He was buried at Calvary Hill
Cemetery in Dallas.
Foley, Albert S. God's Men of Color New York: Arno
Press, 1969.

Harris, Ted. “School's Pioneer," KP, October 27, 2005,
6K.

The Official Catholic Directory. New York: P. J. Ken
nedy, 1946–1949.

LANFERSIEK, WALTER B. (b. February 3,
1873, Cincinnati, Ohio; d. March 1, 1962, Cincin
nati, Ohio). Walter B. Lanfersiek, who became a

political activist, was the son of William Henry
and Elizabeth (Ellerman) Lanfersiek. He gradu
ated from Woodward High School in Cincinnati
(1891) and received a Bachelor of Law degree from
the University of Cincinnati (1895). Having be.
come enamored with the socialism of Eugene V.
Debs, Walter married a kindred spirit, Pearl A.
Blanchard, in 1906 in a ceremony performed by
noted Cincinnatisocialistand future congressman
Rev. Herbert Bigelow. After working at various
jobs, including that of an actor, Lanfersiek was
practicing law in Newportin 1910 and living at 502
Washington Ave (today the Mansion Hill Tavern).
He and Pearl crusaded for more city parks, better
health care for the poor, and the redistribution of
wealth. Lanfersiek ran on the 1910 Socialist ticket
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eral times over the nearly 40 years at the Madison
Ave, location. In the 1930s additional space was ac
quired and decorated to express a Spanish theme,
and the business became Lang's Spanish Tavern.
The flood of 1937 found part of the restaurant
under water. Subsequent renovations included a
plaque to mark the spot where the floodwaters had
reached. At this time there was a cafeteria down

stairs; upstairs was a restaurant and sandwich
shop. The walls were of decorative stucco and wood
paneling, with iron lighting fixtures in a Spanish
motif. The cafeteria seated about 90 patrons and
was open from 6:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. The up
stairs stayed open until 1:00 a.m. and was a popu
lar spot for a late-night sandwich and drinks. Beer
was the only alcoholic beverage served. On July 4,
1944, a kitchen fire caused the closing of the up
stairs. Fortunately, the cafeteria suffered only smoke
damage and was able to continue serving custom
ers. The upstairs was not reopened until four years
later, because of the lack of adequate insurance and
also the scarcity of building materials after World
War II. The decor upstairs had changed again, by
this time, to a more modern theme with indirect

as a proofreader in several southwestern Ohio cit

lighting and large original oil paintings of Ken
tucky by George Siegal. Gone were the sandwich
and bar areas, and the space was dedicated to table
service catering to businessmen and families. The
menu also changed from time to time. Frank Lang
personally planned all the menus, bought the
food, and supervised the cooking. Each morning
he drove his large station wagon to "the bottoms”
of Cincinnati, where he purchased fresh produce
from the warehouses located along the riverfront.
Lang was very proud of the quality of his food. The
orange juice was fresh squeezed, and pure butter
and cream graced the tables. The desserts and rolls
were baked fresh daily. By 1967, when the Langfam
ily sold the restaurant to R. B. Cameron and Wil
liam A. Taylor, it had become Covington's longest
operating restaurant. Two years later, in 1969, the

ies. He came to believe that communist Russia was

restaurant closed.

for U.S. Congress in the Sixth District of Kentucky;
in 1911 he was the unsuccessful Socialist candidate

for governor of Kentucky, receiving 8,718 votes. In
May 1913 he was elected national executive secre
tary of the Socialist Party of America and moved to
Chicago to fulfill his duties. He held that position
until 1916. Over time, Lanfersiek had become a

confidant of Debs and a participant in his presi
dential campaigns. During World War I, Lanfer
siek became involved in the Socialist Peace move

ment. In 1917 he changed his name to Walter B.
Landell, one of his former stage names, following
the practice of assuming an alias that was common
with many of his left-leaning contemporaries. He
went on to work for the American Red Cross and

the utopia for the future. Lanfersiek died at a nurs
ing home in the Avondale area of Cincinnati, un
recognized locally for what he once had been na
tionally. He was buried at Evergreen Cemetery,
Southgate.

Colegrove, Albert M. “A Story of Auld Lang Syne,”
KP, November 20, 1969.

“Lang Restaurant Changing Hands," KP, September
4, 1967.

Judy Lang Klosterman
Haines, Randall A. “Walter Lanfersiek: Socialist from
Cincinnati,” BCHS 40, no. 2 (Summer 1982): 124–44.

Papers of Eugene V. Debs, Indiana State Univ. Library,
Terre Haute, Ind.

“Socialist and Wife Running for Office Teach Creed
to Baby," KP, November 4, 1910, 3.

Michael R. Sweeney
LANG'S CAFETERIA. Frank T. Lang (1892–
1971), the owner of this Covington restaurant, was
the American-born son of German immigrants
Theodore and Clara Rauchfuss Lang, who settled
in Louisville. As a young adult, Frank traveled to
Newport to join his brother Hugo in the baking
business. Later he struck out on his own, opening a
sandwich shop in 1928 at 623 Madison Ave. in
Covington, named simply Langs. Lang's sandwich
shop/Lang's Cafeteria changed and expanded sev

LARRY A. RYLE HIGH SCHOOL. The Larry
A. Ryle High School, a public secondary school in
Boone Co., is located in the southern part of the
county along U.S. 42, in Union. The namesake of
the school, Larry A. Ryle, was a superintendent, a
school administrator, a teacher, and a bus driver in

Boone Co. When it opened in 1992, Ryle High
School housed approximately 1,000 students in
grades 7 through 12 on what had served as tobacco
farmland for several decades. The campus of sev
eral hundred acres is also now home to both the

Gray Middle School, opened in 1995, and the
Mann Elementary School, opened in 2006.
Today, Ryle High School is a comprehensive
school with about 1,700 students ingrades 9through
12. The school's goal is to provide the skills for stu
dents to excel and to contribute to the leadership,
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technology, citizenship, and character of the Ryle
High School community. The organization of the
school is traditional in purpose and design. Teach
ers work in content area teams, each of which has a

common planning and work room, and the class
rooms for each content area are located near each

other. A variety of professional activities for teach
ers are offered.

The academic program at Ryle High School in
cludes Advanced Placement courses, recognized
by most colleges and universities for credit, in
American history, art, biology, calculus, chemis
try, computer science, English language, English
literature, European history, German language,
physics, psychology, and Spanish language. Hon
ors courses in the core academic areas challenge
students and prepare them for Advanced Placement
courses or other college-level courses. The Career
and Technical Education Team offers courses in

business, technology, family and consumer science,
and agriculture. The Fine Arts Team offers courses
inforeign languages (Chinese, French, German, and
Spanish), art, choral music, concert band, and
marching band.
Ryle High School has distinguished itself for
academic success since its founding. Newsweek
named the school to its listing of the 1,000 best
schools in the United States in 2001 and 2006. The
school also has met its state-mandated achieve

ment goals in every two-year grading period since
1992. Ryle High School has also been a leader in
the awarding of the Commonwealth Diploma for
achievement in Advanced Placement classes.

The extracurricular and cocurricular programs
at Ryle High School have also been popular and
successful. The Future Business Leaders of America

(FBLA) have won many regional, state, and national
honors: the group has been the largest chapter in
the state, and among its members have been a
Mr. FBLA, a Miss FBLA, and a national champion.
The music program has earned honors and distin
guished ratings in both concert band and marching
band, and the marching band has reached the state
final competition on several occasions. The athletics
offered include baseball, basketball, cross-country,
fast-pitch softball, football, golf, soccer, track and
field, volleyball, and wrestling. Students have been
crowned as individual state champions in swim
ming, track and field, and wrestling. The fast-pitch
softball team earned the school's first team state

championship in June 2006.
Randall K. Cooper, the founding principal,
served Larry A. Ryle High School for 14 years and
helped to establish a tradition of excellence. Coo
per died in May 2006, and Matthew L. Turner was
named as the second principal; he continues in the
position.

“Boone to Name School for Larry Ryle,” KP Septem
ber 14, 1990, 5K.

"Cooper Chosen as Principal of Boone's New High
School," KP, March 31, 1992, 6K.

Larry A. Ryle High School. www.rylebooneki2.kyus.

LA SALETTE ACADEMY. When the Sisters of

Charity of Nazareth, Ky., arrived in the city of Cov
ington in 1865, they found a handful of parochial
schools operating that were staffed primarily by lay
teachers. Bishop George Aloysius Carrell, the first
bishop of Covington, had invited the sisters to the
city to staff the elementary school of the Cathedral
parish (see Cathedral Basilica of the Assump
tion) and to establish a private academy for the
young Catholic men and women of the area. The

Sisters of Charity found a building for their new

the exception of the St. Catherine school, were lo
cated in the older city parishes in Northern Ken
tucky, the areas most affected by the post-World
War II migration to the suburbs. This demographic
change had a major impact on LaSalette Academy.
In 1966 the elementary school program at La
Salette was discontinued. The academy's enrollment
reached its peak in 1968 at 340. Beginning in that
year, a steady decline took place, and by the mid

1970s, the operation of the academy was no longer

academy at the southeast corner of Seventh and
Greenup Sts. in Covington. The six rooms and base

financially sound. Finally, La Salette Academy con
ferred its last diplomas in 1977. A private developer
eventually acquired the former academy's buildings

ment of that structure served as both classrooms

and transformed them into La Salette Gardens, a

and convent. Although the building was not large, it

residential facility for senior citizens.

was located near the Cathedral Basilica of the As

sumption on Eighth St. and near Covington's grow
ing Irish immigrant community. The new school
was christened La Salette Academy.
La Salette Academy grew slowly but steadily
over the next two decades. The school accepted
both male and female pupils. Tuition was charged,
but many were unable to pay the full amount. Ini
tially, the academy enrolled only elementary aged
students. A formal high school program, for girls
only, was created, and the academy's first high
school diploma was presented in 1884.
The small size of the original building that
housed the academy hampered the development of

Crone, Mary Collette, S.C.N. "LaSalette Academy, Ar
chives of the Diocese of Covington, Covington, Ky.
“La Salette Academy to Celebrate its Seventy-Fifth
Anniversary." KTS, May 22, 1931, 2.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

David E. Schroeder

LASSING, JOHN M. (b. 1864, Elm Tree, Boone

story brick academy was begun on the original site,
and the building was completed in the following
year. The new academy housed both elementary

Co., Ky.; d. October 25, 1936, St. Petersburg, Fla.)
John Maurice Lassing, a politician, a lawyer, and a
judge, was born in Boone Co., a son of Dr. H. C. and
Anna E. Lassing. His early education was in area
public schools before he entered Central University
(now Eastern Kentucky University) at Richmond,
where he graduated in 1886. For the next two years,
he taught school and in his spare time apprenticed

and secondary programs and provided living

law under Burlington attorney Fountain Riddell.

quarters for the teaching sisters. In 1903 a third
floor was added to the building for exclusive use as
a convent for thesisters. LaSalette Academy earned
Kentucky state accreditation in 1923, and in 1930
the academy was granted membership in the
Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary

Lassing entered the Cincinnati Law School in 1889
and graduated two years later. He then set up his le
gal practice in Burlington. Shortly after locating
there, he married Mary Lillard Brady, youngest
daughter of Robert A. and Susan Brady, and the
couple had three sons. For many years, John Lassing
was active in state Democratic politics, successfully
running the campaigns of Governor James B. Mc
Creary (1875–1879 and 1911–1915) and state senator
Thomas S. Paynter. Lassing was elected Boone Co.
attorney in 1891, a position he held until 1898, when
he was appointed a circuit court judge. He held that
post until 1906, when he was appointed an appellate
court judge. Lassingbought a home on Nelson Pl, in
Newport and moved there in 1908. Because of ill
health, Judge Lassing retired from the bench in 1913.
He was named president of the Latonia Bank in
1914. Continuinghealth problems prompted him to
begin wintering in Florida. Lassing died in Florida
and was buried in the Richwood Presbyterian
Church Cemetery in Boone Co.

the school. In 1886 the construction of a new two

Schools.

The sisters began planning for the construction
of a new high school building in the 1920s. These
plans, however, had to be put aside owing to the
Great Depression. Land was acquired directly
south of the academy's building along Greenup St.
for this purpose, and a new two-story Georgian
style brick school with a full basement was eventu
ally constructed. Msgr. Walter A. Freiberg dedi
cated the new high school building on December
27, 1939.

La Salette Academy continued to flourish dur
ing the 1940s and 1950s. With the overturning of
Kentucky's Day Law, the school enrolled its first Af.
rican American studentin 1955. From that point on,
the academy's minority enrollment continued to
grow. A majority of the pupils, however, were drawn
from the nearby Catholicelementary schools staffed
by the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth. These schools
included ones operated by the Cathedral Basilica of
the Assumption and St. Patrick Catholic Church
in Covington, St. James Catholic Church in Lud
low, Immaculate Conception Catholic Church

Larry A. Ryle High School Records, Larry A. Ryle
High School, Union, Ky.

in Newport, St. Anthony Catholic Church in

Matthew Turner

Church in Fort Thomas. All of these schools, with

Bellevue, and St. Catherine of Sienna Catholic

Boone County Recorder, historical ed., September 4,
1930.

“Lassing's Life Ambition Is Granted,” KP June 23,
1906, 2.

“Latonia Bank Reopened," KP June 1, 1914, 3.
Reis, Jim. “Judge Also Headed Boone Baseball
League," KP, May 6, 2002,4K.
“Resigns from Bench—John M. Lassing," KP Septem
ber 15, 1913, 2.

U.S. Gen Web Boone County, Ky. Biographies. www
.rootsweb.com.

LATINOS/HISPANICS

LATINOS/HISPANICS. Many Latinos/His
panics, the latest in a long history of immigrants to
the region, have recently made Northern Kentucky
their home. The term Latinos, like Hispanics,
generally refers to persons of Latin American ori
gin or Spanish descent living in the United States.
It is an ethnic, not a racial, category, since Latinos/
Hispanics may be of any race or any mixture of
races. The U.S. government adopted the category
Hispanic for the 1970 census. In current usage, the
term Hispanic is more common on the East Coast,
while Latino is more prevalent on the West Coast.
Neither term sufficiently describes the rich variety
of races and cultures represented by Latin Ameri
cans. However, because Latin America and the Ca

ribbean were colonized by the British, the French,
and the Dutch, in addition to the Spanish, some
scholars prefer the term Latinos. It seems more in
clusive than Hispanics, which implies Spanish lin
guistic or cultural roots.
Pioneer Kentuckians had a vast, long-standing
interest in the politics of the North American colo
nial empire of Spain. By terms of the Treaty of Paris
of 1783, which ended the Revolutionary War,
Spain regained Florida from Britain (which it had
lost at the Treaty of Parisof 1763, ending the French
and Indian War) and continued to possess New
Orleans, as well as the territory of Louisiana west
of the Mississippi. Until Spain ceded the expansive

Mexican-American War of 1846–1848; soldiers

from Kentucky and the Newport Barracks played
a major part in this war (see Mexican War). By the
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848), Mexico ceded
more than halfoſits territory to the United States for
$15 million. The loss of these possessions to the
United States left a deep and lasting wound in the
minds and hearts of many Mexicans. Continuing
U.S. intervention in Latin America throughout the
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HISPANIC POPULATION IN NORTHERN
KENTUCKY

County

1990

Boone

3.18

1,702

2,622

12

39

45

Bracken

Campbell
Carroll

2000

2005 (est.)

319

765

941

22

330

408

19th and 20th centuries contributed further to less
Gallatin

8

82

187

36

232

308

Kenton

704

1,669

2,151

Mason

76

I60

188

Owen

14

105

123

Pendleton

29

97

125

than-ideal relations. That Northern Kentuckians
Grant

maintained an interest in Latin American political
affairs is illustrated by newspaper articles of the pe.
riod and also by the popularity of an 1898 Cuban
village exhibit, featuring a real Cuban refugee fam
ily, at the Lagoon Amusement Park in Ludlow
(see also National Guard, Spanish-American
War).

Throughout most of the 19th and 20th centu
ries, Northern Kentucky did not attract a large
number of Latino immigrants. Rather, German

Robertson
Total

4

21

23

1,542

5,202

7,121

Americans, Irish Americans, African Ameri

cans, Italian Americans, and Appalachians
were the major groups to migrate to the region. The
number of Hispanics remained negligible until the
late 20th century. The musician Joseph Tosso

vestigation of Fischer Homes appeared in national

(1802–1887), born in Mexico, lived in Kenton Co.

been established to serve the needs of Northern

as early as 1860, but in the same year, the U.S. Cen
sus reported only three other people of Spanish or

Kentucky's growing Latino population, as well as
to educate other ethnic groups about Latinos.

Louisiana possessions to France in a secret treaty

Latin American birth in Kenton Co.

These include the Centro de Amistad (2001); the

in 1800, it essentially controlled navigation of the
Mississippi River. In 1784 Spain closed the Missis
sippi River and the port of New Orleans to Ameri
can citizens, upsetting Kentuckians interested in
trade and commerce. In addition, Spain contended
that its boundary with the United States lay just

In the 1980s and after, more Latino immigrants
arrived in Northern Kentucky. Some obtained

Cristo Rey Parish (2004); HealthPoint Family
Care's Promotores (Health Promoters Program,
2003); the Hispanic Resource Center (2001); the
Latino and Multicultural Center for Regional De
velopment (2005) at Northern Kentucky Uni
versity (NKU), NKU's Latino Student Affairs of
fice (2001); the Latino Police Academy (2003) of
the City of Florence; and Thomas More Col
lege's many Latin American programs. The col
lege offers a Latin American and Caribbean Stud

South of the Ohio River, while the United States

maintained that the border was the 31st parallel.
Claiming sovereignty over the Cherokee, Choctaw,
and Creek Indians, Spanish authorities promised
them an Indian buffer state and armed them, hop
ing to push settlers in Tennessee and Kentucky
east of the Appalachian Mountains. The tense

situation was later resolved by the Treaty of San
Lorenzo (Pinckney's Treaty) of 1795, whereby both
nations recognized the 31st parallel as the bound
ary between the United States and Spanish Florida
and both promised not to incite the American In
dians; also, Spain gave the United States a three
year grant of navigation of the Mississippi River and
of deposit of goods at the port of New Orleans. In
1803 President Jefferson's administration arranged
the Louisiana Purchase. As a result of the Adams

Onís Treaty (1819–1821) between the United States
and Spain, the United States gained control over all
of Florida. That agreement also fixed the southern
boundary of the Louisiana Purchase at the Arkan
sas, Red, and Sabine rivers, and then westward along
the 42nd parallel; this provision essentially waived
any claims on the part of the United States to Texas.
In 1821 Mexico declared its independence
from Spain. Spain, however, attempted to reconquer
Mexico in 1829 and did not formally recognize
Mexico until 1836. Also in 1836, Texas declared its

independence from Mexico. In 1845 the U.S. Con
gress admitted Texas as a state, leading to the

work in the labor-intensive cultivation of tobacco

in the region, while others gravitated to service,
industrial, skilled trade, and professional posi
tions. The growth of the Latino population in the
area generally followed national trends. For in
stance, in June 2005, the U.S. Census Bureau re

leased a news bulletin stating that the Hispanic
population of the United States had passed the
40 million mark. Currently, Hispanics constitute
the nation's largest minority. Likewise, in North
ern Kentucky, Hispanics are becoming an increas
ingly important component of the population. The
official census figures listed below are merely an
indication of the growth in the Latino community;
the actual population of Hispanics in the region is
much larger than these numbers, owing to a signifi
cant undocumented and uncounted population.
In May 2006 the large numbers of undocu
mented workers in Northern Kentucky made re
gional and national news. Agents of U.S. Immigra
tion and Customs Enforcement (ICE), part of the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security, after a
two-year investigation, arrested 76 illegal aliens,
largely from Mexico or Guatemala, who were em
ployed for a subcontractor of Fischer Homes of
Crestview Hills. Also arrested were four supervi

news media, including the New York Times and
Fortune magazine.
Numerous institutions and programs have

ies concentration in its International Studies BA

degree program, the Mexico/U.S. Border Studies
Program (2000), and the Jamaica Service Learn

ing Program (2001). Thomas More College also
keeps in touch with a sister university, Universi
dad del Sagrado Corazón in San Juan, Puerto
Rico. In addition to the Catholic parish of Cristo
Rey, Spanish-language religious services are held
at Iglesia Cristiana Renacer, Russell St., Coving
ton; the Immanuel United Methodist Church,

at its old First Methodist Church campus in Cov
ington (see First United Methodist Church),
the St. John Catholic Church in Carrollton; the

St. Patrick Catholic Church, Maysville; and
Unidos en Cristo, at the Madison Ave. Baptist
Church, Covington. Northern Kentucky's librar
ies offer many Spanish materials and programs,
WCVG in Covington provides Spanish-language

sors for Fischer Homes. Michael Chertoff, Home

radio, and there are television and cable televi

land Security secretary, stated in an official ICE

sion Spanish-language programs. Latino grocery

news release about the Fischer Homes case, "We

stores, restaurants, and businesses also abound in

will continue to bring criminal actions againstem
ployers who are consistently harboring illegal
aliens." Throughout the following weeks and
months, other arrests in the investigation were
made, until nearly 100 had been charged. The in

Northern Kentucky.
Birger, Jon, and Jenny Mero. “Shaking the Founda
tion.” Fortune, June 12, 2006, 30.

Collins, Michael, “Fischer Homes Feels Sting of 'Get
Tough' Approach,” KP June 10, 2006, 1A.
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Glover, Robert Alan. “Celebrate Unity: Methodist
Church Launches Hispanic Outreach Ministry,"
KP August 28, 2003, 5K.

Kentucky State Data Center. http://ksdclouisville.edu
(accessed June 19, 2007),

Kreimer, Peggy. “Bienvenidos a Estados Unidos," KP.
January 10, 2004, 1K.

Long, Paul. “Sentencing Is Delayed in Illegals Case,"

In the early 1900s, Ritte's Corner boasted a
fountain erected in the middle of the crossroads,

used primarily to water horses. After the advent of
the automobile, the fountain began to be a traffic
hazard and was removed after occasionally being
struck by motorized vehicles. Fifty years later, the
Latonia neighborhood association and the city's

long-standing commercial enterprises in Latonia
of which several generations of the same families
have been owners. Many families in Latonia
choose to remain in the community and pass on
the homes they have lived in to their children.
"Change the Name—Milldale to Be Known as Lato
nia," KP September 13, 1899, 1.

VFW raised $60,000 to build a new fountain. A
KP, January 4, 2007, 1A.

Long, Paul, and Shelly Whitehead. “Immigrant Raid
Hits Homebuilding," KP May 10, 2006, 1A.
Mitchell, Pama. “Living La Vida NKY. Latinos Find
ing Community Here," Sunday Challenger, Au
gust 22, 2004, 1B.

Newberry, Jon. “Illegal Workers an Open Secret," KP
May 13, 2006, 1A.

small park was constructed at Ritte's Corner in
2002 to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the
conclusion of the Korean War. Today, water flows
from a fountain facing north at Ritte's Corner.
Flowers, benches, and a decorative wrought-iron
fence surround the fountain.
Railroad tracks, built in the 1850s, crisscrossed

Schroeder, Cindy. “Clinicians Fill Need for Hispan
ics," KE, July 26, 2003, B1.

the center of Latonia; the Kentucky Central

Troutman, Elizabeth. “Morales on a Mission to Help

(north-south) and the Louisville and Nashville
(east-west) were the main railroads involved. These

Hispanics," KP, July 14, 2005,4K.
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. “Fis
cher Homes Supervisors Charged with Harboring
Illegal Aliens in Worksite Enforcement Investiga
tion." www.ice.gov/pi/news/newsreleases/articles/
060509Washington.htm (accessed June 19, 2007).
Whitehead, Shelly. “Latino Police Effort Wins An

railway lines are now owned by CSX. The rail yard
just south of Latonia at DeCoursey Station, the
northernmost point of the Louisville and Nashville
main line until the 1930s, was the terminus of coal

this name was never used. The name Latonia was

shipped from southeastern Kentucky. Freight cars
were sorted here. The local area's early economy was
based on railroad development, and many residents
of Latonia worked for the railroads. The DeCoursey
Yards were phased out during the early 1980s. Even
though little remains of the railroad industry in
Latonia, one can still experience the era by visiting
the Railway Museum of Greater Cincinnation
the western side of Latonia and seeing vintage rail
road equipment.
In 1883 Milldale's population was a sparse 700
persons, but with the opening of the racetrack, the
community grew rapidly. Local businesses prof.
ited exceptionally from the Latonia Racecourse;
particularly brisk was the boardinghouse activity
in town during the spring and fall meets. Many
residents added to their incomes by renting spare
rooms to visiting gamblers or people working at

borrowed from the famous Latonia Racecourse

the track.

(1883–1939) located in the southern end of the com

By the turn of the 20th century, the growing
community, which began being called Latonia soon
after the racetrack opened there in 1883, reached
the status of a third-class city, and streetcar service
connected Latonia to downtown Covington and

nual Award," KP June 12, 2004, 5K.
Paul A. Tenkotte

LATONIA. Latonia in Kenton Co., originally
known as Milldale, developed at the intersection of
two toll roads, Decoursey Pk. (the Three-L High
way) and Taylor's Mill Pk. Decoursey Pk originally
led to a ferry that operated across the Licking River,
and Taylor's Mill Pk led to an early gristmill lo
cated on the Banklick Creek. The name Milldale

probably was a reference either to James Taylor's
early mill or to George Mills, a local entrepreneur
who owned a large amount of land and operated an
early distillery in the area. Although the commu
nity was incorporated in 1894 as South Covington,

munity, now the site of a large shopping center. The
name of the racetrack, in turn, originated from a
popular 19th-century health springs site located to
the south of the city on Madison Pk. (Ky. Rt. 17) at
the intersection of Highland Pk.
The historic crossroads of Latonia's business dis

trict (known as Ritte's Corner) included banks,

groceries, saloons, apartments, drugstores, and
hardware stores, which developed along with the

Cincinnati. Soon afterward, however, Latonia in

curred a large public debt in attempting to install
sidewalks and other infrastructure in the city. After
lengthy negotiations, Latonia was annexed to the
City of Covington in 1909, Covington agreed to as

racetrack. Walter Ritte ran one of the earliest sa

sume Latonia's debt, and Latonia became the most

loons and groceries, dating from 1890, and lived
nearby at the northeast corner of Southern and

politically influential portion of the City of Cov
ington, continuing so for many years. Latonia also
accounted for 25 percent of the total population of
Covington.
Among Latonia's many churches, some of the
largest are the Calvary Baptist Church; the
Holy Cross Catholic Church, with its well
established elementary school and Holy Cross
High School; the Latonia Baptist Church; the
Latonia Christian Church; the Runyan Memorial
Christian Church; and the Trinity United Meth

Church Sts. Ritte's Corner, the five-street crossroads

of Decoursey Pk and Taylor Mill Rds., took its
name from Ritte's long-lasting establishment. John
ny's Toys (see Toys), perhaps the town's most endur
ing business, was begun as a small confectionery
near Ritte's Corner. In the early and middle 20th
century, Nick and Margie Casullo operated Nick's
Place, probably Latonia's most popular restaurant
of that period. The business continues as Nick's
Grove in nearby Independence. Latonia Bakery,
now named Bernhard's Bakery, has been a Latonia
commercial landmark for more than 80 years.

odist Church.

Boeckley Drugs, Conley Brothers, and Swind
ler & Currin Funeral Homes are examples of

Claypool, James C. The Tradition Continues: The
Story of Old Latonia, Latonia, and Turfway
Racecourses. Fort Mitchell, Ky., T.I. Hayes, 1997.
“Latonia Is Now a Part of Covington," KP, November
4, 1908, 1.

“Latonia Will Soon Erect Its Fountain," KP, August
11, 1914, 1.

Karl Lietzenmayer
LATONIA BAPTIST CHURCH. The Latonia

Baptist Church dates back to 1892, when, under su
pervision of the Immanuel Baptist Church in Cov
ington, Rev. J. A. Lee began leading the Latonia Mis
sion. Lee's small group first met in the home of O. M.
Johnson at the corner of 31st and Rogers.Sts. in Mill
dale (which was annexed to Latonia in 1906). Later,

they congregated in other homes, in a hall above
Scroggins DrugStore (later Keller's Hardware Store)
on Main St., and in the “old” Methodist Church

building. In 1896 a lot was purchased at Main (now
Decoursey) and Golden Sts. (or Golding, now 38th
St.) in Milldale; a new church building was com
pleted and occupied that same year. On May 14,
1900, an agreement was reached whereby the Lato
nia Mission congregation would pay $750 and as
sume the Immanuel Baptist Church's $800 mort
gage on the property. A reorganization meeting was
held on Sunday, May 20, and on May 27 Rev. C. A.
Earl became the reorganized church's pastor. In the
fall of 1900, the North Bend Baptist Association
granted membership to the congregation as the First
Baptist Church of Latonia. The new church in Lato
nia listed its membership at 39. Although Earl was
pastor in 1900 when the church was admitted into
the North Bend Baptist Association, W. R. Hutton, a

lay preacher and the clerk of Immanuel Baptist
Church from 1893 to 1895, led the congregation
during 1898–1899 and is regarded as the first pastor
of the Latonia Baptist Church.
The present sanctuary, located in Latonia at
38th and Church Sts., was completed in February
1917. A new education building was finished in
1941, and membership grew from 992 to 2,101
between 1941 and 1949. On August 1, 1943, the
church began radio broadcasts over the 250-watt
WCPO in Cincinnati; on Sunday, August 5, 1945,
it aired its first weekly program of The Glorious
Gospel Hour to 32 states and several foreign coun
tries over Cincinnati's 50,000-watt radio station

WCKY. In 1954 a new education building was
constructed and existing facilities were remodeled
to accommodate 1,250 in Sunday school. On Sep
tember 4, 1959, a kindergarten was opened, and
later a preschool program was added, both served
to bring generations of children into the church.
August 25, 1983, marked the birth of the SUN
(Someone Understanding Needs) Group, which
provided spiritual development to shut-in individ
uals, to the Baptist Convalescent Center in

LATONIA RACECOURSE

Newport, and to Rosedale Manor in Covington.
The LBCTelevision Ministry was launched in Feb
ruary 1984, when the Sunday morning worship
service began being taped for broadcasting on the
public access channel. Two additional programs
were offered as well. This ministry continues to
thrive, having received a number of awards.
The church serves as a meeting place for Alco
holics Anonymous, Al-Anon for spouses, and Al
A-Teen for children of alcoholics. Participants have
become active members of the church. At least since

1934, the Boy Scouts of America have met in the
church. The Cub Scouts and the Girl Scouts began
meeting there in 1970 and 1997, respectively.
In 1998 a minister of family life was appointed,
to provide counseling to individuals or groups. In
the first two years, about 250 persons, about half of
them church members, participated. Women be
came eligible to serve as deacons when the church
bylaws and constitution were revised in 1989. In
1994 the first woman was ordained, and several
other women have since become deacons. In 1996

the church purchased the vacant Johnny's Toy
Shop property in Latonia in order to provide ex
panded parking space. In March 1998 a $2.2 mil
lion stewardship campaign was initiated with a
major church renovation as its objective. On Au
gust 17, 2000, Latonia Baptist Church celebrated
its 100th anniversary.
Latonia Baptist Church's mission efforts have
led to the establishment of other churches locally,
including the DeCoursey Baptist Church, the
Rosedale Baptist Church, and the Ashland Baptist
Church. In 1920, as a result of internal friction at

Latonia Baptist Church, a member group estab
lished a separate fellowship that five years later was
admitted by the North Bend Baptist Association as
Calvary Baptist Church in Covington Through
out the Latonia Baptist Church's history, it has pro
vided activities such as festivals, picnics, music,
parties, and sports for persons of all age groups.
Gibson, Smith H., M. F. Stephens, Frank Hacker, Pau
line Hacker, and Emma Batson. The Spirit of Anti
och: A History of Latonia Baptist Church. Cov
ington, Ky., Latonia Baptist Church, 1969.
“Latonia Baptist Celebrates 75th,” KP, August 16,
1975, 12K.

Garry A. Casson
LATONIA CHRISTIAN CHURCH. This
church owes its existence to a three-week revival

series, held by Rev. George A. Miller, at the First
Christian Church of Covington in early 1898.
Miller and 25 charter members meton February 27,

the church was completed and dedicated on Octo
ber 7, 1900. The congregation hired as its first full
time pastor Rev. Harlan C. Runyan, who was a
graduate of Transylvania College in Lexington. He
often told of the first service he held at the church

in February 1902, when only 23 members attended
and he was paid the entire offering collected, 30
cents. In those early years, the church received fi
nancial assistance from the Kentucky Christian
Missionary Society. Under Runyan's able leader
ship, membership doubled by 1907, and an addi
tion was made to the church to accommodate the

increased attendance. In January 1911 the church
declared its financial independence from the
Christian Missionary Society. Owing to the rapid
growth of the congregation, a new lot was pur
chased in Latonia at the corner of 39th and De

coursey Ave. for $5,500 in June 1921, and Cincin
nati architect David Davis was commissioned to

draw plans for a new building. It was erected at a
cost of $98,000 and was dedicated on April 8, 1923.
At the dedication service, 714 worshippers were in
attendance. The church continued its phenomenal
growth throughout the tenure of Runyan. Crowds
in excess of 1,000 were common at services during
the latter years of his ministry. To show their ap
preciation, his friends and fellow church members
sent him and his wife on a tour of the Holy Land in
1926. Church membership had reached about
1,600 by the time Runyan died unexpectedly of
heart failure on December 13, 1935.

The grieving congregation hired as their next
pastor Rev. Charles D. Carter, who stayed for al
most three years. At that time, a serious split
occurred in the congregation, with Carter and
about 250 members leaving to start a new church
in Latonia, which they called the Latonia Church
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The cities of Covington, Independence, and Ry
land Heights, as well as small pockets of unincor
porated Kenton Co., surrounded the tiny commu
nity. When the development opened in 1931, more
than 900 cottage sites were quickly sold at $77
each. Within a few months, 40 cottages were com
pleted and dozens more were under construction.
Many of the homes were built overlooking the four
lakes on the property. Residents suddenly enjoyed
such attractions as fishing, boating, and swimming
The original clubhouse was renovated in 2004, and
several tennis courts were added the following year.
At the colony's peak, nearly 300 cottages were situ
ated across the well-maintained property. The con
struction of new homes diminished during World
War II as the entire development began a slow,
steady decline. Many people who had purchased
lots left them vacant. The property that was to be
comealater phase in the developmenthas remained
vacant as well.

Today, only 124 homes remain. The tennis
courts are gone, and there is no boating or swim
ming in the one remaining lake. Several attempts
to annex this former resort, by both Covington
and Independence, had been rejected. However,
suffering from too few tax dollars to cover neces
sary repairs to the roads and infrastructure, resi
dents of the city voted 32-29 in November 2006 to
dissolve the city. It came to an official end in De
cember of the same year and is now part of unin
corporated Kenton Co.
Hassert, Dan. "Last Rites for Latonia Lakes Near," KP

January 10, 2007, 1A.

Latonia Lakes advertisement. KP. May 27, 1932, 4,
“Latonia Lakes Clubhouse,” KP, May 29, 1932, 2.
“900 Cottage Sites Established at Latonia Lakes," KP
June 14, 1931,9.

of Christ.
The Latonia Christian Church attendance had

Robert D. Webster

dropped to about 350 by the time the congregation
hired their next pastor, Rev. Thomas D. Alderson,
who stayed for only about a year. On December 3,
1939, the church voted to call as their next pastor
Rev. Joseph D. Hill, who served the congregation
faithfully for the next 33 years. During his tenure a
parsonage was purchased, a new educational wing
was built, a church bus began operating, and all
debt was retired. When Hill resigned in 1973, he
was followed by Rev. Hondel Adams, who stayed
for about three years. On April 19, 1977, Rev. Mike
Sweeney was hired as pastor, and he has now served
the congregation for more than 30 years. The Lato

LATONIARACECOURSE. The original Latonia
Racecourse (1883–1939), located adjacent to 38th St.

nia Christian Church celebrated its 100th anniver

sary at special services held in April 1998.

1898, to form the Latonia Christian Church. Their

and Winston Ave. in what was once Latonia (now

Covington), was for several decades one of the lead
ing thoroughbred horse racing facilities in North
America. Founded in 1882 by the Latonia Agricul
tural and Stock Association, Latonia Racecourse's

first day of competition, June 9, 1883, drew an esti
mated 10,000 patrons and featured the Hindoo
Stakes, a race that by 1888 was renamed the Latonia
Derby. The Latonia racetrack immediately became
part of Kentucky's famed "3-L (Latonia, Lexington,
and Louisville) race circuit, and racing there was
equal in quality to that at the older facilities, the As
sociation Track in Lexington (1828) and Churchill
Downs in Louisville (1875).

Latonia Christian Church, 1898–1948. Anniver

early meetings were held in Bird's Hall at Ritte's

sary booklet. Latonia, Ky. Latonia Christian

Corner in Milldale, which was annexed to Latonia

Church, 1948.

in 1906. Initially, Miller and Rev. P. H. Duncan,
pastor of the Ludlow Christian Church, served as
dual pastors, preaching on alternate Sundays.
Achurch member, Elizabeth Whipps, donated a
50-by-50-foot lot in Latonia on Franklin St. (now
36th St.) for a future church building. A subscrip
tion drive was held in February 1900, during which
sufficient funds were raised to erect a small build

ing. Construction was begun in March 1900, and

“New Latonia Church Formed,” KP June 6, 1938, 1.

“New Latonia Church Voted by Dissenters," KP May
23, 1938, 1.

LATONIA LAKES. The small community of
Latonia Lakes, incorporated in 1953, was origi
nally developed as a summer resort and weekend
getaway destination. It was located on the east side
of Taylor Mill Rd., about five miles south of I-275.

Black jockeys were prevalent at southern and
midwestern racecourses in the post-Civil War era,
and the Latonia track was no exception. Isaac Mur
phy (1861–1896), acclaimed as the greatest black
jockey, and several of his peers dominated Lato
nia's race stakes, winning with such regularity that
they were preferred as riders over their white con
temporaries. From the outset, the list of owners,
trainers, and horses appearing at Latonia's racing
facility was impressive. Top national racing stables
were represented, such as the Chicago Stable of
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days" at the old Latonia Racecourse. The size of
Latonia's race purses dropped, the top jockeys,
trainers, and owners departed, and the quality of
the horses competing declined dramatically. The
1930s, especially the later part of the decade, were
desperate times at the track. An assortment of
gimmicks, such as lottery-type betting pools and
lower admissions, were introduced in the attempt
to survive. When these did not work, post times
were set later in the afternoon, to attract fans who

had completed their day's work. At best, the Lato
nia Racecourse was in a holding pattern with no
relief insight. The once-proud track's grounds were
being used for political rallies, picnics, auto races,
air shows, and even steeplechase racing. Ironically,
the Latonia track's fame in racing history for hav
ing introduced "the 2 dollarbet" in 1911, for paying
a record $1,885.50 win mutual in 1912, and for be

Old Latonia RaceCOurSe, Ca. 1920.

Hankins and Johnson, "Lucky" Baldwin's west
coast stable, and many of the most prominent sta
bles from Kentucky. Horses competing at the Lato
nia track were among the finest racing nationwide
and included, between 1883 and 1929,27 Kentucky
Derby winners as well as many winners of promi
nent national stakes races.

Between 1883 and 1919 the trackchangedown
ership several times; control alternated between
locals and owners based in Louisville. In 1919

Latonia was sold to the Kentucky Jockey Club, a
newly formed race syndicate led by Matt J. Winn.
Winn, the man who had made the Kentucky Derby
famous and arguably the most aggressive pro
moter of horse racing in America, thus entered the
Latonia scene. Winn had always viewed the Lato

years after having become the only horse ever to
defeat the great horse Man o' War. National and
international champions such as Harry Sinclair's
Zev (1923) and the French Champion Epinard
(1924) also competed. Present at the Latonia track
were many of the top riders, including Hall of
Fame jockey Mack Garner, a Covington resident,
as well as the famed Kentucky horseman E. R.
Bradley, who for many years was a regular at the
track. Exterminator (known to his many faithful
fans as "Old Bones") won his maiden victory at the
Latonia course in 1917 and while racing there
(1917–1922) finished first, second, or third in seven

out of eight races. Later inducted into the Racing
Hall of Fame, he also placed first, second, or third
in 50 of 100 races during his unrivaled eight-year

ing where local jockey legend Eddie Arcaro got
his start in 1931 was already assured, but the track's
survival was not. Ultimately, Matt Winn and his
partners, straining to sustain both Churchill
Downs and the Latonia Racecourse during hard
times, were forced to act. On July 29, 1939, the track
in Latonia concluded its last meet. A few days later,
the property was sold to the Standard Oil Company
of Ohio, and demolition of the facilities began
immediately.
Fortunately, many of the traditions and lega
cies of the original Latonia Racecourse have been
continued, first at the modern Latonia Racecourse

(1959–1986) in Florence, Ky.,established and named
as a tribute to the old track, and today by Turfway
Park, an enterprise begun by Jerry Carroll in 1986
when he bought and renamed the Florence track.
Turfway Park, which was sold again in 1999 to a
partnership consisting of the Keeneland Associa
tion, Harrahs Entertainment, and GTECH Cor

poration, has also attempted to preserve the origi
nal track's legacy by continuing to run several races
named for stakes first run at the original Latonia
track. Lingering also are treasured recollections of
the first Latonia Racecourse's glorious past as lo
cals recall and recount either firsthand or passed

nia Derbyasa serious rival to hisbeloved Kentucky
Derby (he had been the chief figure at Churchill
Downs since 1902), and with good reason, for the
Latonia Derby had frequently offered a higher
purse to its winner than that offered in Louisville.
Winn moved immediately to correct the problem
by introducing in 1919 a new featured race at the
Latonia track, the $50,000 Fall Championship.
This step prepared the way for the Latonia Derby's
subsequent decline, because the new race down
played Latonia's top-stakes race.
The new owners, operating first as the Ken
tucky Jockey Club and later as the Latonia Jockey
Club, had purchased a thriving urban racetrack
that throughout the second and third decades
of the 20th century consistently led the nation in
total purse money awarded. A track noted for its
beautiful landscaping and a scenic infield lake,
Latonia was often portrayed as one of America's
finest race facilities. The "roaring20s" were Latonia
Racecourse's heyday. Legendary Kentucky Derby
winners such as Black Gold (1924) and Clyde Van

ternational race was won by Mrs. William K. Van
derbilt III's Sarazen, saddled by legendary trainer
Max Hirsch, giving the French champion Epinard
his third straight defeat and concluding a series
meant to match America's best horses against the
finestones from Europe.

Dusen (1929) raced at the Latonia course, as did

The fall of the stock market in October 1929

the settler built a house on the in-lot and if, on the

and the ensuing Great Depression ended"the glory

out-lot, two successive one-acre crops were planted.

Upset, who took the Latonia Derby in 1922, two

career.

Speed always seemed to rule at Latonia, where
the track was lightning fast and new national and
world speed records were common. Two events
marked the pinnacle of racing at the original Lato
nia track. First, Latonia's 1923 Fall Championship
featured a thrilling battle between two-year-old
champion and Kentucky Derby winner Zev and In
Memorium, owned by local Carl Wiedemann.
Zev was beaten, much to the delight of the locals,
but weeks later avenged his loss to In Memorium
in a still-disputed finish of the match race Winn
had arranged for them at Churchill Downs. Sec
ond, a star-studded field competed in the third leg

downed memories of the time when the track,

affectionately referred to as "Old Latonia," was un
questionably one of the finest racecourses in all of
America.

Claypool, James C. The Tradition Continues: The

Story of Old Latonia, Latonia, and Turfway Race
courses. Fort Mitchell, Ky:T.I. Hayes, 1997.
"The Minute Book of the Latonia Agricultural and
Stock Association," archival collection of the Ken

ton Co. Library, Covington, Ky.
James C. Claypool

of the American International race run at the Lato
nia track on October 11, 1924. The American In

LATONIASPRINGS. In mid-September 1788, a
party of 30 or so settlers was scheduled to leave Lex
ington to mark out a road to the Mouth of the Lick
ing River. Each settler paid a $1.50 survey fee for a
one-half-acre in-lot and a four-acre out-lot in a new

town located on the shore opposite the Mouth of
the Licking. The deal would become permanent if

L. B. WILSON RADIO COMPANY

The buffalo path (see Buffalo Traces) traveled by
these settlers followed the Banklick Creek valley
from near modern Walton toward the Mouth of the

Licking. The settlers noted the large buffalo ſicklo
cated five miles south of the mouth. The salty min
eral water flowing from the ground looked like a
buffalo lick to this generation, but like a medicinal
spa to the next.
By summer 1829, Ralph Letton, proprietor of
the Western Museum in Cincinnati, was building a
hoteland spa on the buffalolick, where today High
land Ave, meets Madison Pk. (Ky. Rt. 17, see Three
L Highway). The hotel was located on the north
eastern corner, while the springs were across the
road under a lake. It was claimed that the Latonia

Springs offered four different types of water: the
first was strongly sulfured; the second was a solu
tion of Epsom salts with sulfur and carbonic acid
gas; the third was similar but more potable; and the
fourth, although slightly saline, afforded a cool and
pleasurable drink. The waters cured diseases that
were variations on an upset stomach (indigestion,
biliousness). Daniel Drake was among the visitors
to the springs. J. Winston Coleman states that
"Kentucky became the social center of the south
because of the springs," but also that “trading horses,
political opinions, and marriageable daughters
[was] the real business at the springs."
The name Latonia probably comes from the
ancient Greek goddess Leto, called Latona by the
Romans. She was the mother of Apollo and Diana.
The springs declined after the Civil War, but not
before they gave their name to the fairgrounds, the
Latonia Racecourse, and the small city contain
ing the springs. Around 1900 the mineral waters
stopped flowing at Latonia Springs and at hun
dreds of other locations in Kentucky.
Cist, Charles. Sketches and Statistics of Cincinnati
in 1859. Cincinnati: Charles Cist, 1859.

Coleman, J. Winston. The Springs of Kentucky. Lex
ington, Ky. Winburn Press, 1955.
Gastright, Joseph F. "Latonia Springs." Bulletin of the
Kenton County Historical Society, May 1997,
2–3.

Reis, Jim. “Stories Flow along the Banklick," KP, April
22, 1991, 4K.

Joseph F. Gastright
LATTA, ALEXANDER BONNER (b. June 21,

1821, near Chillicothe, Ohio; d. April 28, 1865,
Ludlow, Ky.) Alexander Latta, an inventor, was the
youngest of six children of John and Rebecca Bon
ner Latta. Following a few years of elementary edu
cation, he worked in various industries, including a
cotton factory, woolen mills, shipbuilding, a brass
foundry, and a machine shop. At the machine
shop, Lattagained important experience and many
new skills. In the early 1840s, he moved to Cincin
nati and became the superintendent of the An
thony Harkness Shop, one of the largest machine
shops in the city. While at this firm, he was primar
ily responsible for the construction in 1845 of the
first railroad locomotive west of the Allegheny
Mountains. He also designed an innovative steam
locomotive for the Boston and Maine Railroad. In
1846 Latta and his two brothers Edmundson and

Findlay established the Buckeye Works on Race St.
in Cincinnati.

The major accomplishment of Alexander Latta
was designing the first practical steam-powered
fire engine in the United States. The engine, which
was first publicly tested on January 1, 1853, at the

corner of Second St. and Broadway in Cincinnati,
proved highly successful and profitable. In time,
Latta improved on the design and sold many of his
engines to fire departments throughout the United
States.

539

they collected. Before 1900, the stockholders of
these companies deeded their roads to the county.
The Cross Roads (Lawrenceville) School was on
the John Mitts farm. The Grant Co. School Census
of 1888–1889, District 52, listed G. W. Winters as

trustee and H.Z. Alphin as teacher, with 31 children
between 6and 20 yearsofage enrolled. In the school
year ending June 30, 1895, there were 110 pupils. The
Lawrenceville School later was consolidated with
the Mason School.

The Mount Olivet Church cemetery, on the

Latta married Elizabeth A. Pawson of Cincin

Heekin-Crossroads Pk., remained when the church

nation October 21, 1847, and two of their children

moved to Heekin. That cemetery is also called the
Scroggins-Fortner graveyard. Another well-known
local cemetery, the Musselman Children's Ceme
tery, is located on the Lawrenceville Rd.
The post office at Lawrenceville was established

survived. The Latta family lived in Ludlow, Ky., for
many years. Alexander Latta was a prominent citi
zen of Ludlow and was elected to the first city
council in 1864. He was reelected in 1865 but died

in 1865, before his term was completed. He was
buried at Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati.
The original Latta family home in Ludlow
stood on Butler St. near Elm. This was the home

Alexander and Elizabeth Latta lived in for many
years. Latta's son, G. Taylor Latta, inherited the
Ludlow property. In 1900 he had the old family
home demolished and began construction of a new
residence. This new brick home was designed in
the shape of a dodecagon (12 equal sides) and is one
of only a few such shaped homes in the United
States. G. Taylor Latta was also responsible for sub
dividing the original Latta property and for con
structing the appropriately named Latta Ave.,
which runs in front of the family home.
Alexander B. Latta Local History File, Kenton Co.
Public Library, Covington, Ky.

in 1876 and closed in 1906. Lawrenceville contin

ues to be a close-knit community of good neigh
bors. Descendants of early settlers who have stayed
on their families' land share their pleasant memo
ries with those who return to visit.

Chandler, Virgil, Sr., comp. Grant County Cemeter
ies. Williamstown, Ky. Grant Co. Historical Soci
ety, 1988.
Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
Grant Co. Board of Education Records. Grant Co.

Board of Education, Williamstown, Ky.
Pease, Janet, comp. Kentucky Abstracted County
Court Records. Vol. 9. Williamstown, Ky: Grant
Co. Historical Society, 1992.
Mary Louis Evans
L. B. WILSON RADIO COMPANY. L. B.

"Architectural Freak," KP, July 6, 1931,4.

Malone, Dumas, ed. Dictionary of American Biog
raphy. Vol.6, New York: Charles Scribner's, 1961.
Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati.
David E. Schroeder

Wilson was born in Covington and spent his early
years traveling in a theatrical group. In 1912 he re
turned to Covington and by 1913 had opened a
smokeshop. He eventually became president of the
Covington Industrial club, the forerunner of the
local Chamber of Commerce (see Northern Ken

LAWRENCEVILLE. Lawrenceville in Grant Co.

is located southwest of Williamstown, at the junc
tion of Lusby Mill and Heekin Rds. Streams in the
area are the Eagle, Musselmans, and Wicked Wil
low (Grassy Run) Creeks. According to longtime
Lawrenceville resident Christine Mitts, the town at

one time had a store, a creamery, a blacksmith, and a
Baptist church (organized in 1874). Lawrenceville's
economy was rural, and the early local farms were
largely self-sufficient. Today, the Lawrenceville Bap
tist Church has a well-kept building and grounds. Its
building, which formerly belonged to the St. Joseph
Catholic Church, was moved from Blanchet to be

used as the Baptist church.
Early landowners in Lawrenceville were re
quired to furnish labor for surveying and maintain
ing the roads to the mills, the churches, and the mar
kets. Among the families responsible for the roads
were the Chipmans, the Clarks, the Gaughs, the
Hickses, the Jumps, the Simpsons, the Sipples, and
the Wilsons. Later, toll-road companies, including
the Mason and Lawrenceville Company, the Cin
cinnati Southern & Lawrenceville Company, and
the Williamstown and Owen Line, attempted to
maintain gravel roadbeds from usage revenues that

tucky Chamber of Commerce). Along with sev
eral other local men and Kentucky senator Fred M.
Sackett, Wilson applied for a 5,000-watt radio sta
tion license that was granted and became WCKY
radio in Covington. Wilson also started a radio
manufacturing company that introduced three
models of radios just in time for the opening of the
radio station in September 1929. Two of the mod
els were named Kenton and Campbell after the two
northernmost counties of Kentucky, and the third
was named the Kentuckian. They were displayed at
the 1929 Radio Show at Music Hall in Cincinnati.

The Kentucky Post sponsored a radio show in
Covington in October 1929, and the Wilson sets
were featured at some of the show's numerous

radio display booths. The complete line of Wilson
receivers were sold locally by Wilson himself and
by the Dixie Sales and Service Company and the
Johnson Radio shops. Wilson claimed to be North
ern Kentucky's only radio manufacturer, and his
company was chosen as the area's exclusive dealer
for Howard Radios, which were very well known
among radio manufacturers. The three radio mod
els introduced by Wilson were Screen Grid receiv
ers, and Wilson chose Magnavox Dynamic speakers
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as standard equipment. The Kenton and the Ken
tuckian were standard radio consoles, while the

Each year, approximately 40 new class mem
bers are selected by a panelofjudges based on three

had a 20-foot-deep shaft sunk into it in 1913. The
Cantor vein, up to three feet wide, was exploited

required reference letters, individual professional
accomplishments, community service contribu

by the Twin Creek Mining and Smelting Company

Campbell was a “highboy" version. All three fea
tured various degrees of elaborate inlays and im
ported veneers, and the Kentuckian was available in
two models with different complexities of cabinet

tions, and the individual's desire to contribute to

Inc., incorporated in 1901, which excavated verti
cal shafts to depths between 80 and 90 feet. Drift

the community. A growing alumni network of 800

shafts were placed horizontally near the bottom of

design. All of the cabinets had the initials "LBW"

members also helps to foster participation in com

the vertical shafts to follow the veins.

carved into the scrollwork. The Robert Mitchell

munity activities such as board memberships and

Company manufactured the radios in Cincinnati.
At a time when the radio market was intensely com
petitive and many of the smaller manufacturers had

charitable work.

already gone out of business, apparently Wilson ra
dios did not sell well; it appears that they were man
ufactured and sold for only one year.

“Business People.” CE, August 28, 2004, D1.
“Formula for Success," KP December 14, 2004, 4K.

Leadership Northern Kentucky Foundation. www
nkyleadership.com (accessed July 3, 2006).
“Leadership Program Sparks Change." KP February 5,
1990,3K.

“Famous Set on Market," KP September 15, 1929,

Dave Hatter

supplement.

The Gratzlead vein, first mined about 1825, was

the one most extensively mined in Owen Co. The
Ohio Lead Mining Company of Portsmouth, Ohio,
operated the mine at Gratz that exploited this vein.
At Gratza vertical shaft was excavated to a depth of
325 feet. Horizontal shafts up to 1,040 feet long
were placed at 100- and 200-foot levels in the shaft.
The Twin Creek Mining and Smelting Company
also mined the Gratz vein, Geologist Charles Nor
wood visited this mine in 1875 and noted that the

“Highboy Console Model of Radio Is Being Shown,"
CTS, Special RadioShowed, September 16, 1929.
“One Station Is Due to Kentucky," KP February 6,
1929, 1.

John E. Leming Jr.

LEADERSHIP NORTHERN KENTUCKY.

Founded in 1979 by the Northern Kentucky
Chamber of Commerce, Leadership Northern
Kentucky (LNK) is a highly respected, community
based leadership development program designed
to fulfill the community's need for informed and
engaged leaders.
The mission of LNK is “to use the community
as a classroom to develop leaders to effectively

serve the region.” This is accomplished through a
curriculum delivered as a series of eight daylong
training sessions, one overnight retreat, a commu
nity project, and a graduation program. The fol
lowing topics are included in the curriculum:
—arts and literature: covers Northern Kentucky
cultural history, the community impact of the

LEAD INDUSTRY. Lead was mined along the
southwestern fringes of Northern Kentucky, where
early settlers found substantial lead deposits in
present-day Owen Co. The industry was also active
in the adjacent counties of Franklin and Henry.
Lead deposits were discovered in the lower Ken
tucky River valley by 1780. Initially, the lead was
utilized for making bullets. Later occupants made
shot, white lead, and pipes from the lead. In more
modern times, lead has been used in storage bat
teries, paint, ceramic glazes, gasoline, and alloys.
Lead, orgalena as it is properly known, is usually
found in association with other minerals such as

als and families and the governmental and
community organizations striving to end these
problems;
—justice: teaches about the justice system and its
impact on the community through visits to local
jails, courts, and police organizations;
—diversity: introduces members to the communi
ty's diversity;
—government: includes meetings with public of
ficials and observation of public meetings, in
cluding a trip to observe the Kentucky General
Assembly;
—education: discusses all aspects of the K-16 edu
cational system, including its many challenges
and the opportunities for members to support
and contribute;

—economic development: deals with the current
economic climate and the importance of eco
nomic development on the region's health and
well-being; and
—media: introduces members to the print, radio,
and television media and explains how media
can promote community issues.

480 feet below the surface. Occasional swells in the

vein were reported to be five to six feet wide. The
Hoosier vein was mined by the Lead Mining Cor
poration of America, which excavated a shaft to 130
feet deep to exploit a lead vein ranging up to 14
inches wide. The mine and the concentrating mill
appear to have closed by 1905. The deposits re
moved from these mines were often sent to be as

sayed by the Hartsfeld Reduction Works along
Thornton St. in Newport. Some small lead veins in
southern Campbell Co. were discovered around

barite, calcite, and sphalerite, which occur in nar
row, nearly vertical veins. Galena occurs in the form
of small gray cubes that are frequently embedded in

the time of the Civil War.

barite, a dense white mineral. Once lead was discov

gotten. The plants and furnaces have long since

ered, miners would prospect the area to determine
the direction and length of the vein. Veins exposed
near the surface could be exploited by following the
lead downward in narrow trenches. To reach deeper
deposits, vertical shafts were sunk and hoists were

been dismantled, and most of the mineshafts and

used to raise the ore to the surface. Drift shafts were

tucky River Valley. Louisville, Ky:John P. Morton,

arts, and thechallenges facing arts organizations;
—health and human services: exposes members
to the societal ills faced by many local individu

shaft was 76 feet deep and the vein was 22 inches
wide at 54 feet below the surface. In the early 20th
century, it was found that this vein went as deep as

commonly excavated horizontally off the vertical
shaft following the vein. The drift shafts were often
placed at 100-foot vertical intervals. After the ore
was removed from a mine, the galena had to be
cleaned and separated from other minerals occur
ring with it. Wooden troughs, called jigs, were used
in conjunction with a stream of water to wash the
ore. A concentrating mill separated the galena from

The once important lead industry is all but for

trenches have been filled in for safety reasons.
“Important Discoveries in Campbell County, CDE,
June 7, 1865, 3.

Jillson, Willard R. Lead Mines of the Lower Ken
1941.

“Lead—A Valuable Owen County Mine," KJ, June 23,
1893, 4.

Norwood, Charles J. A Reconnaissance Report on
the Lead Region of Henry County, with Some
Notes on Owen and Franklin Counties. Frank

fort, Ky: Kentucky Geological Survey, 1877.
Charles D. Hockensmith

the barite.

Early furnaces for smelting lead ore were sim
ple stone foundations built into the side of a hill.
The lead ore and logs were placed in alternating
layers. As the wood burned, the galena melted and
settled to the bottom, where it was later collected.

More complex and efficient furnaces were devel
oped as time passed. The reverberatory or cupola
furnaces, with tall chimneys and with separate
fireboxes that kept ashes out of the lead, replaced

the old log furnaces. Reverberatory furnaces could
operate continuously, unlike the primitive log fur
naces, which were burned only once per firing.
Lead mining started in Owen Co. about 1812
and continued until around 1940. Four lead veins,
named the Barnett, Cantor, Gratz, and Hoosier

veins, are known in the county. The Barnett vein,
mined to a very limited extent, was narrow and

LEATHERS, JOHN W. (b. 1809, Kenton Co.,

Ky; d. May 17, 1873, Kenton Co., Ky). Kentucky
legislator John W. Leathers was the third child of
John W. and Elizabeth Leathers. A farmer by oc
cupation, he lived on Lexington Pk. (Dixie High
way) about five miles south of Covington. Leathers
spent almost his entire life on his family's farm. In
his publiclife, he was described as a lifelong Demo
crat (see Democratic Party) who was frank and
outspoken but always true to his principles. In his
private life, he was described as a good husband,
father, friend, and neighbor who inspired love,
honor, and respect from those around him. Leath
ers served in the Kentucky Senate (1849–1851) and
in the Kentucky House of Representatives (1867–
1869). He also was for many years a director of the
Covington and Lexington Turnpike Company

LEDOUX, ALBERT REID

and a strong advocate for improved roads and
other public projects. Leathers suffered a stroke on
May 12, 1873, and died five days later at age 64. His
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Independent, is only 40 years old, its roots can be
traced back for more than a century. The Ledger
Independent was first published on October 1,

time of the purchase, Lee Enterprises Inc.'s chair
man and chief executive officer, Mary Junck, cited
the Howard newspapers focus on local news,

funeral service was held at his home and was at

1968, following the simultaneous purchase of the

which was also the primary focus for the Lee group.

tended by a large crowd. He was laid to rest in the
Highland Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.

city's two daily newspapers, the Public Ledger and
the Daily Independent, by the Gadsden (Ala.)

Lee Enterprises owns 38 daily newspapers and has
a joint interest in 6 others, along with associated
online services. Lee Enterprises also publishes

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1. Cov
ington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
"Death of John W. Leathers," CJ, May 24, 1873,2.
Reis, Jim. "Leathers Family Member Made Mark in

Times Publishing Corporation. The newly char

community, west of Crittenden, was settled by Vir
ginians William Anderson, Nathaniel Bullock, An

tered Maysville Publishing Corporation, with for
mer Gadsden Times business manager James M.
Striplin as its president and publisher, continued
publication of an afternoon edition of the Public
Ledger while the company's morning edition car
ried the masthead of both papers. By early 1969 the
Maysville Publishing Corporation was printing
one morning edition six days a week under the
combined Ledger Independent masthead. Both the
Ledger and the Independent had been family
owned and family-operated newspapers.
The Public Ledger started publication in 1892

drew Kincaid, William Martin, Andrew McCluir

under eight incorporators, including Thomas A.

(McClure), and their families. Later, Joseph Canady,
Thomas Canady, Alexander McClure, Moses Mc
Clure, Nathaniel McClure, Alex McPherson, Joseph
Meyers, and Robert Stewartjoined them. These pio
neers petitioned the Synod of Virginia to organize a
Presbyterian Church at Lebanon, and it was estab
lished by Elder Samuel Rannells in the home of

Davis, who soon became sole owner. The paper
was bought by Arthur F. Curran in 1909 and later

State Politics and Real Estate Deals,” KP, Novem
ber 4, 1991,4K.

LEBANON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. The

second church organized in the area that later be
came Grant Co. was the Presbyterian Church at
Lebanon, which was started in 1796. The Lebanon

Andrew Kincaid. William Martin and Robert Stew

art soon erected a small log building near Bullock
Pen Creek, where worship services were conducted.
Men and women sat on opposite sides of the church,
and the only hymns sung were the Psalms.
An Indian attack against the Andrew Brann
family in 1807 or 1808 resulted in a fire that de
stroyed the log church. With help from his fellow
church members, Joseph Meyers constructed a
second log church in 1808 on Big Bone Rd., where
the Lebanon Cemetery is located. Alexander Mc
Clure, Joseph Meyers, and Jonas Stephenson do
nated the land for the new church.

In 1826 on a nearby hill, a noted former Pres
byterian minister named Barton Stone held a se
ries of meetings in which he questioned several

points of doctrine held by the Presbyterian church.

was sold to Clarence Mathews and William D.

Cochran in 1915. By 1920 the Public Ledger was
under the sole ownership of Mathews, remaining
in the family until the 1968 sale to Gadsden and
the Maysville Publishing Corporation. Mathews
served as publisher until his death in 1958. His son,
William B. Mathews, became the fourth and last

sole owner and publisher. Mary Mathews, the pub
lisher's wife, served as editor of the Ledger, and she
followed her husband into retirement after the
sale.

The Daily Independent, first published as the
Mason Independent in 1907, was founded by
James and John L. (Jack) Purdon. In 1911 the paper
came under the sole ownership of James Purdon,
but by 1913 Purdon had acquired another partner,
L. F. Schatzman. Schatzman continued his associa

tion with the publication until his death, at which
time the newspaper reverted to the sole ownership
of the Purdon family.
The Daily Independent absorbed its morning
rival, the Daily Bulletin, in 1936. Martha Purdon

As a result several members of the church decided

Comer, who served as editorial consultant to the

to form a separate church adhering to Stone's be

Ledger Independent until her death in 2003, began
her career with the family-owned Daily Indepen

liefs, the Crittenden Christian Church. The Leba

non Presbyterian Church lost some additional
members in 1842 when they left to form the Crit
tenden Presbyterian Church. The Lebanon Pres
byterian Church continued to be active until the
1950s, but eventually its membership dwindled,
and in August 1968 Rev. Ralph Hoffman con
ducted the Lebanon Presbyterian Church's final
service. In 1988 the Presbytery merged the Leba
non and Dry Ridge Presbyterian churches; the
surviving members of the Presbyterian church in
Lebanon transferred their memberships to the Dry
Ridge Presbyterian Church.
Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
John B. Conrad
LEDGER INDEPENDENT (MAYSVILLE).

Although Maysville's daily newspaper, the Ledger

dent. She succeeded her brother, J. Clifford Purdon,

as editor in 1935. In 1980 the Ledger Independent
was sold to Howard Publications Inc., a Delaware

corporation with headquarters in Oceanside, Calif.
Howard Publications owned 17 daily newspa
pers nationwide. Gary Quinn, who came to
Maysville with the Striplins in the late 1960s, as
sumed the position of publisher and retained that
position until 1991, when he accepted a similar po
sition with another Howard newspaper, the Free
port (Ill.) Journal-Standard. Robert L. Hendrick
son, who began his journalism career with the
Ledger Independent as a reporter in 1978, served
as editor of the newspaper before Quinn's depar
ture. At that time he was named publisher, a posi
tion he currently holds.
In 2002 Lee Enterprises Inc., based in Daven
port, Iowa, purchased the Howard publishing
group, including the Ledger Independent. At the

nearly 200 weekly newspapers, shopper guides,
and classified and specialty publications.
Located in the heart of a seven-county area of
Northern Kentucky and southern Ohio, the Ledger
Independent has shown tremendous growth in
both quality and quantity in the last several years,
meeting the expanding needs of the community.
One added service is community Web sites serving
the newspaper's market. The newspaper has made
great strides in technology and newsgathering ca
pabilities, including the addition of computer net
works for news, advertising, photo scanning, and
layout pagination.
"Looking Back on a Century of Publishing." Ledger
Independent, September 10, 2004, supplement.
“Martha Comer Led Maysville Paper—Editor, Colum
nist, Advocate Dies at 96," CE, March 7, 2003, B4.

LEDOUX, ALBERT REID (b. November 2, 1852,

Newport, Ky.; d. October 25, 1923, Cornwall-on
Hudson, NY). Mining engineer and metallurgist
Albert Reid Ledoux was the son of Rev. Louis P. and

Katharine Reid Ledoux, Following his graduation
from the School of Mines at Columbia University in
New York, in 1873, Ledoux studied at universities in

Berlin and Heidelberg; he received his doctorate
from the University of Göttingen in 1875. Ledoux
began his career as a state chemist and a member of
the State Board of Health in North Carolina. He re

ceived an honorary master's degree from the Uni
versity of North Carolina in 1880. Ledoux relocated
to New York and worked with major corporations
as a consulting engineer, a metallurgist, an assayer,
and a chemist; he served as an expert in chemistry
and engineering cases. Partnered with his brother
Augustus and Columbia University professor Pierre
de P. Ricketts, Ledoux opened his own research lab
oratory, Ledoux and Company. Ledoux rose to fame
in U.S. industry after solving one of the most press
ing issues facing the copper industry in the late 19th
century. At the time, nearly all U.S. copper exports
had to be weighed and tested in Europe, utilizing
antiquated Cornish testing procedures, before Eu
ropean markets would make payment for ship
ments. This requirement resulted not only in delays
but also in loss of the silver found within the copper.
Ledoux decided to open his own assay laboratory in
his New York-based company to decrease the losses
faced by American copper exporters. As Ledoux
and Company gained a reputation in the eyes of Eu
ropean importers as a reliable assay firm, other U.S.
copper exporters began to use its services, so that
they could receive payment for their exports before
shipping to Europe. In 1903 Ledoux was the presi
dent of the American Institute of Mining Engineers.
He was also a member of the Scientific Alliance, the

American Chemical Society, the Canadian Mining
Institute, and the New York Academy of Sciences,
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Lee continued to participate in politics by
working for the Democratic Party for many years.

became treasurer of the Kenton Building Associa

tions in the United States, Great Britain, and Ger

many. He was also involved as an expert in the New

In 1992, however, she endorsed Ross Perot, the In

York Electrical Subway Commission, was vice presi
dent of the Assurance Company of America, con
as vice president of the Chapultepec Land Company.

dependent Party candidate for U.S. president. She
liked the direct democracy inherent in Perot's
electronic-town-hall campaign. Her local political
involvement included a December 1995 challenge

Trust Co. in Covington in 1900, where he served as
cashier. In 1905 he was promoted to president of
the bank. In 1909 the bank he headed merged with

Two years after the death of his first wife, Anne Van

to the City of Covington to deal with traffic haz

Vorst Powers, in 1918, Ledoux married Alice M.

ards on Garrard and Greenup Sts.
Dixie Lee loved political galas. In 1976 she at
tended the inauguration of President Jimmy Carter
(1977–1981). In January 1992 she was determined
to attend the inauguration of Bill Clinton as presi
dent. With the help of an old-time friend from
Kentucky, U.S. senator Wendell Ford, chairman of
the Inauguration Committee, Lee did attend the
inauguration, accompanied by Rick Sacksteder.
She was also a gourmet cook and one of Ken
tucky's premiere hostesses. She entertained such lu
minaries as tennis players Jimmy Connors and Vitas

among other scientific and professional organiza

sulted for the American Bureau of Mines, and served

Baird. He was the father of the author and poet
Louis Vernon Ledoux. Albert Ledoux died In 1923

at his home in Cornwall-on-Hudson, New York.
“Albert R. Ledoux Dies,” NYT October 25, 1923, 19.

Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky: Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

Who Was Who in America. Vol. 3. Chicago: A. N.
Marquis, 1960.

Amanda C. Kerley
LEE, CATHERINE “DIXIE" (b. September 21,
1916, Covington, Tenn.; d. August 5, 2001, Cincin
nati, Ohio). Dixie Lee, a political activist and social
ite, was born Catherine Boshers, the daughter of
John Pershing and Clara Woods Boshers. Her father
operated a string of movie houses and her mother
was a school teacher. Clara Boshers died in a kero

sene explosion in their home when Catherine was
five years old. When she was six, the family moved to
Clarendon, Ark., where she grew to maturity. She
attended Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tenn.,
and earned a BA in psychology from Butler Univer
sity in Indianapolis, Ind. She also earned a MA in
French at the University of Cincinnati. In 1939
Catherine enlisted in the U.S. Navy Nursing Corps
and served for six years, until after World War II
ended, achieving the rankoflieutenant commander.
During the war Catherine was stationed at the Great
Lakes Naval Station in North Chicago, Ill. When she
worked as a nurse in Akron, Ohio, her friends
started to call her “Dixie Belle," a nickname that

Catherine disliked. She succeeded eventually in get
ting rid of the “Belle" part; however, "Dixie" stayed

Gerulaitis at her Fort Mitchell home, and visitors at
her oceanfront villa on the Italian island of Sardinia

included the English rock group the Rolling Stones
and Prince Karim Aga Khan, a wealthy Muslim

tion. He moved to the First National Bank and

the Farmers and Traders Bank to form the First

National Bank of Covington (see First National
Bank and Trust Company of Covington), and
Lee was named president of the combined bank.
He also served as a director of the Federal Reserve
Bank in Cincinnati and was chairman of the Lib

erty Loans campaign in Covington during World
War I. Lee sold his home and 40 acres of land in

Villa Hills to Villa Madonna Academy in 1922.
He was also instrumental in gaining the donation
of land by the millionaire businessman William P.
Devou to the City of Covington for the park bear
ing Devou's name. As a result, Lee was named park
commissioner. E. S. Lee died of a heart attack in his
home at 1114 Cleveland Ave., in Park Hills, and

was buried at Highland Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.
His wife and eight children survived him. One son,
D. Collins Lee, is generally regarded as the founder
of the City of Park Hills.

leader. In 1977 she wrote an article entitled “How to
“Banker,” KE, December 9, 1932, 1.

Throw a Party,’ in which she maintained that “the
most important ingredient for any party is without a
doubt the right combination of people." Lee was a
unique woman who not only had qualities of leader
ship but was also was very insightful. Kentucky
Post editor Vance Trimble said, “She could look

you in the eye and read your mind. She would let
you have your foibles and not take you to task about
it." Lee was also opinionated, compassionate, and
unpredictable.
After her husband died in 1996, Dixie Lee

moved to Ball's Row in Covington, where she lived
until her death at Cincinnati's Christ Hospital in
2001. Her ashes were buried in Clarendon, Ark.

She was survived by her two children, Wellington
Lee of Lakeside Park, Ky., and Jeanette Lee of
Brooklyn, N.Y. As a Kentucky Post editorial com
mented, “No one will fill Dixie Lee's high heels.”

with her for the rest of her life. While stationed in

San Diego, she met Dr. W. Vernon Lee, whom she
married in 1946. Lee, a surgeon who came from
Brooklyn, N.Y., was also in the U.S. Navy. In the
1950s Dixie Lee taught at the University of Ken
tucky Northern Community Center (later North
ern Kentucky University) in Covington.
When Lee began running for office, she wanted
to change her name legally to Dixie so that the bal
lot would show the name by which she was known
and recognized. However, attorneys found that
Kentucky law did not permit a married woman to
change her name. In 1966 Lee was the first woman
in Kentucky to make a run for the U.S. Congress;
she was a Democrat at the time. Although she lost
in the primary to former mayor and Kentucky state
senator John Moloney of Covington, she came in
second in the Boone Co. portion of the congres
sional district. The following year, when she failed
to obtain her party's nomination, she filed as an in
dependent People's Choice candidate. Lee also ran

“Dixie Lee,” KP, August 10, 2001, 4K.

for the U.S. Senate. She made her final bid for office

in a campaign for the Kentucky Senate in 1969.

“Dixie Lee, State's Ultimate Socialite, Dies,” KP, Au

gust 8, 2001, 1K.
Lee, Jeanette. Telephone interview by Rick Sacksteder,
August 23, 2006.

Lee, Wellington. Telephone interview by Rick Sack
steder, June 10, 2006.

Ohio Death Certificate No. 72440, for the year 2001.

Reis, Jim. “Turmoil, Tragedy Defined Congressional
Race of 66," KP, May 18, 1998,4K.
Richard M. Sacksteder

“Covington Banker Found Dead in Bed, Heart Attack
Victim,” KTS, December 8, 1932, 1.

"Covington Park Board Pays Tribute to E.S. Lee,” KP
December 16, 1932, 1.

"Details of Merger of First National Bank and Farm
ers & Traders Bank." KE, December 28, 1909, 9.
"Heart Attack Proves Fatal to E. S. Lee,” KP, Decem
ber 8, 1932, 1.

Kenton Co. Marriage Book 6, p. 181, Kenton Co. Pub
lic Library, Covington, Ky.
Kentucky Death Certificate No. 29838, for the year
1932.

Kerr, Charles. History of Kentucky. Vol. 5. Chicago:
American Historical Society, 1922.
“Normal School to Be Erected." KTS, July 17, 1922, 16.
LEE, HENRY, BRIGADIER GENERAL (b.

1757, Virginia; d. October 24, 1845, Washington,
Ky). Revolutionary War veteran Henry Lee, an
early Kentucky settler and prominent political fig
ure, was born and raised in Virginia. Leelaid claim
to 1,400 acres of land in what is currently Mason
Co., Ky., by a process known as preemption, whereby
he cultivated a crop of corn in 1775 and moved to
the area, residing there at least twelve months be
fore the year 1778. During the Revolutionary War,
he left Northern Kentucky to serve in the Virginia
line of the American army, where he attained the
rank of lieutenant colonel. For his seven years of
service in the war, he was given apatent for 7,777.2/3
acres of land. In 1785 he returned to the Mason Co.
area and established Lee's Station, two miles from

LEE, E. S. (b. May 23, 1862, Danville, Ky; d. De
cember 8, 1932, Covington, Ky). Edmund Shackle
ford Lee, a longtime Covington banker and local
park commissioner, was the son of Joshua E. and
Elizabeth Waller Lee. He came to Covington in
1884 and took his first banking job with the
Northern Bank of Kentucky. His first wife was

present-day Maysville. One year later, he became a
trustee of Washington, Ky., and in 1787 he served
astrustee ofthenewly chartered town of Maysville.
In 1787 Lee served as a delegate to a convention in
Danville, Ky., seeking statehood for Kentucky
from Virginia. He was among the petitioners to
the Commonwealth of Virginia for the establish

Frances Penn, and on June 22, 1886, he married his
second wife, Stella Collins, at the Madison Ave.

ment of Mason Co. in 1788. In 1792 he was one of
five commissioners who chose Frankfort as the

Presbyterian Church in Covington. In 1899 Lee

new state capital of Kentucky. Lee served in the
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Kentucky Militia and was promoted to brigadier
general of its 5th Brigade, which included the
15th, 28th, 29th, and 30th regiments. As com

events. Lee's marksmanship talents were even more
remarkable becauseachildhood firecrackermishap
had almost blinded him, making it necessary for

Houchens, Marian Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,

pensation for his work as a surveyor for many

him to wear thick correctivelenses for the rest of his

James, Edward T., ed. Dictionary of American Biog

years, he acquired substantial landholdings in

life. Under modern Naval Academy admissions
standards, Lee would have been summarily rejected
on account of his poor eyesight.
Throughout the 1920s and the 1930s, Lee alter
nated between sea and shore assignments. As war
began to brew in Europe, the navy tapped his expe
rience to educate the next generation of sailors. Lee
was posted to the Division of Fleet Training, where
he first headed up the gunnery and tactical sec

Mason Co.

Henry Lee married 26-year-old Mary Young
Fox, the widow of Arthur Fox Sr. and mother of 5

small children, and Henry and Mary Lee had 10

children of their own. As a result of the marriage,
Lee gained additional land and became one of the
largest landowners in Mason Co. He built a stately
home for his family, which he called Clover Hill.
As their family grew, the Lees found it necessary to
build an addition onto the house. Today, Clover
Hill remains and is known as Leewood, but the
addition to the home has been removed.

During astoriedlifetime, Henry Lee held many
influential positions in the region, including
county lieutenant, associate Circuit Court judge,
city trustee, and president of the Washington
branch of the Bank of Kentucky. Lee died at age
88; his place of burial is unknown.
Biographical Cyclopedia of the Commonwealth of

Kentucky. Chicago: John M. Gresham, 1896.
Brumbaugh, Gaius Marcus. Revolutionary War Rec
ords Virginia. Reprint. Baltimore, Md. Genealogi
cal Publishing, 1995.

AUGUSTUS,

JR.,

VICE

knowledge and experience of weaponry to use as
an inspector of ordnance. He went on to spend
most of World War I in that position, overseeing
quality control in the various munitions factories
that were supplying the navy's war effort.
In 1920 Lee was temporarily relieved from na

val duty so he could compete with the U.S. Rifle
Team at the Olympic Games in Belgium. Individu
ally, he won five gold medals, one silver medal, and
onebronze medal. Additional medals were awarded

to Lee and Capt. Carl T. Osburn for team shooting

29, 2006).
Deborah Diersen Crocker

miral and became assistant chief of staff to the com

1798, the second about 1840, and the third about
1850. The oldest section of the house is a Federal

mander of the U.S. Fleet, a post he held for only six
months, before being summoned to the Pacific. Lee
is best known for his pivotal role in the campaign for
Guadalcanal. In November 1942 he led a task force

of American battleships into combat against a much
larger Japanese force, sinking a battleship and a de
stroyer and preventing the Japanese from recaptur
inga strategic stronghold in the region. As a result of
this accomplishment, Lee was placed in charge of all
the battleships in the Pacific theater.
The Pearl Harbor attack in December 1941 had

ADMIRAL (b. May 11, 1888, Owen Co., Ky; d.
August 25, 1945, Atlantic Ocean, off the coast of
Maine). Willis Augustus Lee Jr., a prominent naval
officer, was the son of Judge Willis Augustus Lee
and Susan Arnold Lee. According to family ac
counts, he particularly enjoyed outdoor activities
and target shooting during his youth. He graduated
from Owenton High School in 1904 and promptly
received an appointment to the U.S. Naval Acad
emy at Annapolis, Md. At the time barely 16 years
old, he was the second-youngest member of the
academy's class of 1908. During his years at Annap
olis, he was the academy Rifle Team's star member,
winning first place in both the rifle and the pistol
competitions at the 1907 National Rifle Match.
Lee's shooting abilities led his superiors to steer
him toward gunnery and ordnance positions after
he graduated, and he started with gunboat service
in the Asiatic fleet. Beginning in 1915, Lee put his

ington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
“Navy Rifle Squad to Honor VADM Willis Augustus
Lee, Jr., USN'08," Naval Academy Varsity Athlet
ics. www.navysports.com (accessed September

LEE HOUSE. One of the most famous buildings
in Maysville is the Lee house, located at Front and
Sutton Sts. It was built in three stages, the first about

decimated the Pacific fleet, and the new battleships
that were being built to replenish U.S. forces were
faster than their predecessors. They were able to
keep pace with the aircraft carriers that had be
come the preferred mode of naval warfare. Lee's
battleships acted as escorts to aircraft carriers,

LEE, WILLIS

ner's, 1973.

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia. Lex

and ultimately director, of the entire Division of
Fleet Training.
After Pearl Harbor, Lee was promoted to rear ad

County: Their Past in Pictures. Maysville, Ky.
Maysville and Mason Co. Library Historical and
Scientific Association, 1986.

raphy. Supplement 3, 1941–1945. New York: Scrib

tions. He soon rose to become assistant director,

Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. The Towns of Mason

Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason
County. Lexington, Ky: Transylvania, 1936.

1976.

using their guns to defend the carriers while they
carried out bombing missions. Despite decades of
training and service in the traditional model of
battleship warfare, Lee quickly adapted to the new
supporting role. At least one military historian of
the Pacific theater has credited Admiral Lee with

raising carrier defense to an "artform."
Lee spent almost three full years at sea during
World War II and participated in every single
major action in the Pacific except the Battle of
Midway. He was promoted to the rank of vice ad
miral in 1944, in recognition of these achieve
ments. In May 1945 he was sent to the Atlantic to
research possible defense strategies against Japa
nese kamikaze attacks. While on this special mis
sion, off the Maine coast, he died suddenly on Au
gust 25, 1945, of a massive heart attack.
Lee was buried in Arlington National Cemetery
with full military honors. His numerous awards in
cluded the Navy Cross, the Legion of Merit, the

Distinguished Service Medal with Gold Star, and
the World War II Victory Medal. In 1952 a ship was
christened the USS Willis A. Lee in his honor. At a

final cost of $29.5 million, it was one of the largest

destroyers that had ever been launched. The Willis
A. Lee served with distinction in the Atlantic, the
Mediterranean, and the Caribbean until it was

style building on Sutton St. that is thought to have
been originally a section of row houses. Two enter
prising brothers, Peter and Henry Lee, built the
house's second section in the Greek Revival style.
They used the buildings as a hotel, to which they
gave their family name. Henry Lee was a trustee of
the town of Maysville and also presidentofthelocal
branch ofthe Bank of Kentucky. During the sum
mers, the Lee House was a convenient stop for trav
elers along the Ohio River and for tourists on their
way to Lexington or to the mineral springs at the
nearby Blue Licks. The Marquis de LaFayette, who
had been a general in the Revolutionary War, vis
ited Maysville on May 21, 1825, and it was said that
he spoke from a balcony at the hotel. What is known
is that General LaFayette dined at John T. Lang
horne's hotel (then the Eagle Tavern, later called
the Goddard House, and now demolished) on Front

St. near Market St. in Maysville. In later years, when

the Lee House was no longer in use as a hotel, it was
erroneously named the Lafayette Apartments.
Many prominent people stopped at the Lee
House, as attested by its guest register, which is on
display at the Kentucky Gateway Museum Cen
ter in Maysville. Probably the most famous Amer
ican guest was Kentuckian Henry Clay. He signed
the register on May 31, 1852, listing his address as
“Ashland" and his destination as “Heaven, I Hope.”
Over the years, the building has had a long succes
sion of owners, some of whom called it the Lee

House, others the Hill House, and still others the

Lafayette Apartments. The house is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places and is cur
rently being restored.
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. Maysville, Kentucky:
From Past to Present in Pictures. Maysville, Ky:
Mason Co. Museum, 1983.

Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason
County. Lexington, Ky:Transylvania, 1936.
National Register of Historic Places Inventory—
Nomination Form (for the Lee House), Kentucky
Gateway Museum Center, vertical files, Maysville,
Ky.

scrapped during the 1970s. In 2001 the U.S. Naval
Academy's Rifle Team honored Vice Admiral Lee
by placing a wreath on his Arlington gravesite on
the 56th anniversary of his death.

LEGAL AID OF THE BLUEGRASS. The

Northern Kentucky Legal Aid Society, known today
as Legal Aid of the Bluegrass (LAB), is a nonprofit
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organization that provides quality legal assistance
to families and individuals who otherwise cannot

afford it. As early as the 1920s, the legal community
recognized the importance of legal justice for all.
The Northern Kentucky Legal Aid Society formed
more than 30 years ago in an effort to address equal
justice in eight Northern Kentucky counties. In its
infancy, the program included only two Covington
locations. The Northern Kentucky Legal Aid Soci

ety first merged with Northeast Kentucky Legal Ser
vices. Then on January 20, 2002, the organization
merged with Central Kentucky Legal Services to
form LAB. Today, it serves 33 counties in Kentucky
and is staffed by attorneys, management personnel,

paralegals, and support staff. It operates five offices,
with its main office in Covington; the eligible popu
lation served by LAB is about 139,000.
LAB supports client-specific legal services in
civil matters, defending the integrity, safety, and
well-being of families and individuals. It believes
that people have a right to be safe and secure in their
own homes and to enjoy economic stability. The
health issues of Kentuckians are a priority, and par
ticular attention is paid to the rights of the elderly,
children, and all vulnerable individuals in society.
Although justice for all is a constitutional right,
there is no law mandating legal representation in
civil cases. Thus, funding to provide quality legal
services is limited, and LAB cannot respond to the
entire demand of the communities. Today there is

LEITCH, DAVID, MAJOR (b. September 11,
1753, Glasgow, Scotland; d. November 9, 1794,
Leitch's Station, Ky.) At an early age, David Leitch
immigrated to America with his older brother,

Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

chester, Va. David served in the army as a major
during the Revolutionary War. When land grants
were being given out to veterans of that war, he, in
partnership with others, began speculating in land.
Leitch came to own many thousands of acres in
Kentucky; his holdings comprised most of the
modern-day cities of Alexandria, Cold Spring, and
Wilder, as well as much of southern Campbell and
Kenton counties. The Commonwealth of Virginia
granted him 13,800 acres along the Licking River in
1785; 10 years later, he deeded 4,600 acres of these
to William Kennedy.
Leitch first came to Kentucky in the 1780s and
was a member of the December 1784 convention in

Danville that initially sought the separation of Ken
tucky from Virginia. In 1790 he married Keturah
Moss of Bryants Station and around the same time
built a blockhouse called Leitch's Station along the
Licking River, about five miles upriver from its con
fluence with the Ohio. The site of Leitch's Station

not meet more than a fraction of the legal needs of
low-income clients. Therefore, LAB makes use of

located on the old Licking Pk. In 1794, while sur

case-acceptance guidelines that prioritize the most

veying a piece of land he was selling, Leitch slept
outside all night in a cold rain; afterward he caught
a bad cold and likely developed pneumonia. When
he returned home, his wife's brother-in-law, Capt.
George Gordon, and a surgeon from Fort Wash
ington came to treat him, but Leitch died. On the
day before he died, he had signed a will leaving his

urgent needs, which are determined by input from
clients, social services, legal communities, and the
general public. There is a constant struggle to find
alternative funding sources. LAB operates an active
probono program, wherein private attorneys work
for the good of the public, rather than for fees.
Through this effort, attorneys assist low-income
persons at no cost to the client. The organization
receives only about 30 percent of its funding from
federal sources, so community funding is vital to
the life of this organization.
Despite the funding issues, the attorneys and
staff are dedicated professionals who want to pro
vide outstanding public service. Although the sal
aries for the attorneys and the staff are generally
low, the workforce consists of highly skilled spe
cialists, usually with many years of experience. Ev
eryone has staggering workloads. Yet, these dedi
cated individuals enjoy a high rate of successful
outcomes for their clients.

entire estate to his wife, Keturah Leitch. He was

buried in the yard of the Leitch home, but in 1853
Keturah had his remains moved to the Evergreen
Cemetery in Southgate. She had an impressive
monument erected there, detailing significant
events in David's life but incorrectly listing his date
of death. In 1795 Keturah Leitch married James

Taylor Jr., the founder of Newport, with whom she
bore 11 children; only four survived infancy. When
Keturah died on January 18, 1866, she was buried
next to David Leitch in the Evergreen Cemetery.
Bond, Beverley W., Jr., ed. “Memoirs of Benjamin Van
Cleve." Quarterly Publication of the Historical

and Philosophical Society of Ohio 17 (January–

The American Bar Association honored LAB
with its 2005 Hodson Award for Public Service.

This national award honors one government or
public-sector law firm annually.
American Bar Association. www.abanet.org (accessed

July 27, 2006).
Cullison, Richard. “Two Legal Services Merge Office,"
KP. May 3, 2002, 2K.

June 1922).

Hartman, Margaret Strebel. "Major David Leitch and
Leitch's Station." In Campbell County, Kentucky
History and Genealogy, Falmouth Outlook, De
cember 15, 1978, supplement.
“The James Taylor Narrative,” 1840, Kenton Co. Pub
lic Library, Covington, Ky., Campbell Co. Histori
cal and Genealogical Society, Alexandria, Ky.
Lindsey, Helen Bradley. "Leitch Station in Campbell

“Legal Aid Need Is Stressed," KP, February 14, 1928, 1.

County, Kentucky" Papers of the Christopher Gist
Historical Society 1 (1949–1950): 35–42; reprinted as
a pamphlet by the author and available in the collec

Steven D. Jaeger

tions of the Cincinnati Historical Society, Cincinnati.

"Justice for All," KPJanuary 8, 2003,4K.

Leitch's Station,” KP, October 3, 1983, 4K.

Tenkotte, Paul A. “Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890," PhD diss.,

James, and the two later went into business in Man

was formerly thought to be in the vicinity of Tip
penhauer Rd. in Campbell Co., but later research
placed it farther north, closer to present Beacon Dr.
and the AA Highway. On a hillside east of the
blockhouse, Leitch built a one-and-a-half-story log
house, with a stone chimney and hewn walls inside
and outside; still standing but in bad condition, it is

nearly $4 million in funding sources, yet this can

Reis, Jim. "Birthright: Campbell County Grew from

Jack Wessling and Paul A. Tenkotte
LENOXBURG. Lenoxburg, located on the west
ern border of Bracken Co. and the eastern border of

Pendleton Co., was named for Samuel B. Lenox,

who owned the general store and was the commu
nity's postmaster for several years. The town's econ
omy was dominated by the transport of tobacco to
larger markets. In 1887 local citizens could pur
chase brooms from the E. C. Gosney broom fac
tory. Lenoxburg also had a coffin shop, located in
the basement of a house in town; that was where the

coffins were displayed, and additional stock was
stored in a nearby tobacco warehouse. Some resi
dents vividly remember the large tobacco screw
press, which remained until the warehouse was de
stroyed. Another such press was reported to have
been in the tobacco warehouse in Foster; it was

probably a John P. Parker press, manufactured in
nearby Ripley, Ohio. Lenoxburg remains much as it
began, a lovely small community with fine farms
surrounding it.
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County. Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky.
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.
Caroline R. Miller

LEVASSOR, EUGENE(b. ca. 1789, Rouen, France;

d. November 6, 1881, Covington, Ky.) Businessman
Eugene Levassor was born in France, where his fam
ily and Gen. Marquis de Lafayette, one of the heroes
of the American Revolution, were close friends. As

a youth, Levassor became an accomplished pianist
and was a friend of the renowned composer Wolf
gang Mozart. Levassor served as a captain in the
army of Napoleon Bonaparte. Upon Napoleon's
downfall in 1814, Levassor fled in exile to Santo

Domingo and then to the United States. He mar
ried his wife, Sofia, in 1815, and they had two chil
dren, Armand and Clara. Levassor moved to Cin

cinnati around 1820, where he started a grocery
and dry-goods business in 1829 and became quite
wealthy. Lafayette visited Cincinnati in 1825 and,
while there, gave Eugene Levassor a present of a
solid mahogany desk that had recently been given
to him by the Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce.
The desk became a treasured possession of the Le
vassor family.
About that time, Daniel Holmes took a job
as Levassor's personal valet. Levassor taught his
young employee to play the flute and to speak
French. While working for Levassor, Holmes be
came enamored with his mentor's lifestyle and
longed to pursue a business career himself. It was
said that one day the two men had a heated argu
ment, which caused Holmes to quit his job. He told
Levassor that he was going out into the business
world but would return someday, after becoming
successful. Holmes traveled to New York City and
took a job with the dry-goods firm of Lord and
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relating to his specialty. He has worked for the Boe
ing Company and at the Los Alamos Scientific
Laboratory in New Mexico. Lewis's workin powder
metallurgy has brought about improvements in
U.S. security and helped to end the cold war. In his
retirement, Lewis lives with his family in Farming
ton, N.Mex. He remembershis Holmes High School
days as being the impetus for his stellar career.

with his parents, John and Ann Rogers Clark. The
first visit to the region by Lewis occurred between
1797 and 1801, while he was on military duty serv
ing at Fort Pickering(present-day Memphis, Tenn.).
His later travels as regimental paymaster, between
Pittsburgh and Fort Washington (now Cincinnati),
Detroit, and other scattered military units, added
to his experience in the region.

nessmen Levassor, Holmes, and Robert Wallace.

Holmes High School Alumni files, Holmes High
School, Covington, Ky.

regular infantry on March 7, 1792. His assignment

Wallace and Levassor ran businesses in Cincin

Who's Who in America, 2004. New Providence,

under the command of Gen. James Wilkinson and

Taylor. When his employer decided to open a new
store in New Orleans, Holmes was chosen to be the

manager because he spoke fluent French. He later

purchased the store from Lord and Taylor. Holmes
was very successful and to many was known as the
“King of New Orleans.”
The mid-19th-century Covington farm estates
known as Wallace Woods, Holmesdale, and Le

Clark was commissioned a lieutenant in the

vassor Park owe their existence to the three busi

nati, and Holmes had his business interests in New
Orleans, but all three loved to retreat to the tran

quility of this part of Northern Kentucky.
Levassor purchased several parcels of land to
taling 50 acres, close to the property of Robert
Wallace. He built his first home there, between Ca

talpa St. and Holmesdale Ct. Later, he built a new,
larger home nearby, which some called the Levas
sor Castle. He retired from his dry-goods business

N.J.; Marquis Who's Who, 2003.
Michael R. Sweeney
LEWIS, LYDA (b. September 17, 1948, Maysville,
Ky). Lyda Florence Lewis was the first African
American to be named Miss Kentucky; she was the

later Gen. “Mad” Anthony Wayne gave him a first
hand view of Northern Kentucky. In 1793 Clark
was sent to the mouth of the Kentucky River, the
future site of Port William (modern-day Carroll
ton), to build a depot for corn and other supplies.
Lewis, a militia veteran of the Whiskey Insur
rection of 1794, met Clark in 1794 at Fort Green

third African American and the first from the

ville, now Greenville, Ohio, when General Wayne
South to participate in the Miss America pageant.

transferred Lewis to Clark's Chosen Rifle Com

Lewis wanted others to view her for her talents and

in 1845. In the mid-1850s, Daniel Holmes returned

in triumph, as he had earlier promised Levassor,
and purchased much of the land between Wallace
and Levassor Aves. Holmes built his home on the

site of present-day Holmes High School and re
newed his friendship with Levassor. Levassor died
in 1881 at age 92. At the time of his death, besides

accomplishments, without race as a factor. She is
the daughter of Edward Holt Lewis and Alice Kirk
Johnson Lewis. Lyda Lewis's pioneering firsts in
beauty competitions paved the way for other black
women in the state and nation. Lewis graduated in
1966 from Maysville High School, where she was

pany of the 4th Sub-Legion. Lewis and Clark'sser
vice together in Wayne's Legion was short because
Clark resigned his commission on July 1, 1796, to
assist in settling the tangled financial affairs of his
brother Gen. George Rogers Clark as well as for
personal health reasons. After leaving the army,
however, William Clark maintained a correspon

one of the first African American cheerleaders in
dence with Lewis, and on March 10, 1801, when

his holdings in Covington, he owned 5,000 acres of
land in Virginia, nine houses in Cincinnati, and

the recently integrated schools. Shealso won awards
for her academic work. She attended Morehead

land in the West. He was a devout Catholic, and his

memorial service was held at St. Mary Cathedral
(Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption) in
Covington. He was buried at St. Mary Cemetery in

State University (MSU) in Morehead and gradu
ated in 1970. She was the MSU homecoming queen

Dressman, Elmer H. "Lafayette's Desk Preserved in
Covington Residence," KP. May 31, 1925, 1.
“A Drive out the Madison Pike.” Papers of the Chris

topher Gist Historical Society, January 26, 1954,
49–56.

Gastright, Joseph F. Gentleman Farmers to City
Folks: A Study of Wallace Woods, Covington,
Kentucky. Cincinnati: Cincinnati Historical Soci
ety, 1980.

“Levassor Place Has Interesting History," KP. May 15,
1927, 9.

Reis, Jim. “Wallace Woods, Covington's First Suburb
Sprang from Wooded Estate,” KP December 4,
1995, 4K.

“Sudden Death,” DC, November 7, 1881, 1.

Jack Wessling

1803, Lewis wrote to Clark at Louisville, inviting
open only to whites. Since the MSU queen was se
lected by a vote of the student body, her selection is
a testament to her popularity among her peers; it
was also noted in Jet magazine. Lewis was the first
African American to compete in Kentucky's
Mountain Laurel Festival Pageant, where she was
named Miss Congeniality. She was crowned Miss

Covington, Ky). Nuclear scientist Homer Dick
Lewis is the son of Homer Dewey and Viola Codey
Lewis. He grew up on W.34th St. in Latonia, where
his father was an engineer for the Chesapeake and
Ohio Railroad. He attended Covington schools
and graduated from Holmes High School (1944).
After a stint in the U.S. Navy, he earned a BS in
metallurgical engineering in 1952 from the Univer
sity of Cincinnati. He also holds graduate degrees
from the University of New Mexico. Lewis quickly
became a leading nuclear scientist, researching and
writing widely in his field of powder metallurgy. He
has contributed entries in several books, has pre
sented papers around the world, and holds patents

him to be a co-commander in what was later called

the Corps of Northwest Discovery. The letter car
ried an assurance that the offer was supported by
President Jefferson.

As Lewis descended the Ohio River during fall
1803, on his way to meet Clark, he stopped in
Limestone (future Maysville), where he met and
recruited John Colter. Colter, who was one of the

Jeffersontown in 1972 and Miss Louisville in 1973,

and while competing as Louisville's representative
in the state beauty pageant, she became Miss Ken
tucky in 1973. In 1974 she toured with the Miss
America United Service Organizations Far East
troupe. Lewis signed with the Ford Agency and
worked as a model and an actress in New York City
during the 1970s and 1980s.
“Black Is Beautiful for Lyda,” KP, September 4,
1973, 4K.

LEWIS, HOMER DICK (b. October 4, 1926,

were about to become linked forever. On June 19,

in 1967, the first African American so named from

any of the Kentucky colleges that were previously

Fort Mitchell.

Lewis accepted the invitation of the newly elected
president, Thomas Jefferson (1801–1809), to be his
private secretary, the names of Lewis and Clark

bones for President Jefferson. Lewis was successful
with the excavation, but the bones were lost in a

boat accident near present-day Memphis, Tenn.
Jefferson also asked Lewis and Clark to look for

Lyda Lewis file, Kentucky Gateway Museum Center,
Maysville, Ky.

“Lyda Lovely Loses," KP September 10, 1973,3K.
"She's First Black Miss Kentucky," KP, July 16, 1973,2K.
John Klee
LEWIS AND

“Nine Young Men from Kentucky," became a leg
end as a mountain man after the expedition. Lewis
rested his men and resupplied his boat in Cincin
nati, then traveled across country to Big Bone
Lick in Boone Co. His crew brought the boat to
Landing Creek while Lewis dug for mastodon

CLARK

IN

NORTHERN

KENTUCKY. Before the names of Meriwether

Lewis (1774–1809) and William Clark (1770–1838)

were linked as explorers of the Louisiana Purchase
and the Northwest, they undertook separate mis
sions or adventures in Northern Kentucky. Clark
viewed the land from Mason to Carroll counties at

age 14 in 1785 when he migrated to Kentucky from
Virginia along the “Great Ohio River Highway”

living mastodons in the west during the expedi
tion. The explorers found none, and the president
sent William Clark to Big Bone Lick in 1807, fol
lowing the expedition, for a second effort to secure
bones from the site. Jefferson knew the property
owner, David Ross, and made arrangements for
Clark's dig. Clark arrived at Big Bone Lick on Sun
day, September 6, 1807, with his older brother
George Rogers Clark and York, William Clark's
slave. A crew of eight worked in the mud to recover
bones, teeth, and tusks for President Jefferson.

They found stone tools and Clovis points as well,
but the collateral material was not recognized as
significant for almost 200 years. The Clovis point
excavated by William Clark in 1807 became part of
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the collection of Dr. William Goforth, who had

cal historian Chester Geaslen once recalled six

helped Clark with his dig at Big Bone Lick. Today,
those Clovis points are at the Cincinnati Museum
of Natural History.
Experience and leadership skills learned by

slaughterhouses (including those of Conrad Walz,
Charlie Hais, and Charlie Kraus and Sons), mostly
along Lewis St. Moonshiners operated in a barn
not hidden from the neighborhood, and more than
one public establishment hosted cock (rooster)
fights. At the corner of Lewis and Worth Sts. were

Lewis, Clark, Colter, and York in Northern Ken

tucky were important to the success of the 1803–
1806 Lewis and Clark Expedition. On December 2,
1806,484 square miles of Mason Co. were spun off
to become Lewis Co., the first government jurisdic
tion named in honor of a coleader of the Lewis and

Clark Expedition.

Fromandi's Beer Saloon and, next door, Froman
di's Zoo, which had a bear, a wolf, a fox, a weasel, a

raccoon, a monkey, a wildcat, an alligator, and two
snakes. By 1957 Fromandi's grandson John M.
Zembrodt operated Fromandi's, then called the
Hillside Café.

Ambrose, Stephen E. Undaunted Courage. New
York: Simon and Schuster, 1996.

Clark, William. Dear Brother: Letters of William
Clark to Jonathan Clark. Edited and with an in

troduction by James J. Holmberg, New Haven,
Conn.; Yale Univ. Press, 2002.

Foley, William E. Wilderness Journey: The Life of
William Clark. Columbia: Univ. of Missouri Press,
2004.

Jackson, Donald. Letters of the Lewis and Clark Ex
pedition with Related Documents, 1773–1854.
2nd ed. Urbana: Univ. of Illinois Press, 1978.

Jillson, Willard Rouse. Big Bone Lick. Louisville, Ky:
Standard, 1936.

Jones, Landon Y. William Clark and the Shaping of
the West. New York: Hill and Wang, 2004.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Tankersley, Kenneth. In Search of Ice Age Ameri
cans. Salt Lake City, Utah; Gibb Smith, 2002.

Streetcar service began in the Lewisburg dis
trict in 1890, and the Lewisburg line also became
the first leg in a very scenic route up Montague and
Amsterdam Rds. that eventually included a view
of lovely Park Hills (see Streetcars). This was a
streetcar ride on high trestles over Sleepy Hollow
Rd. and over the entrance to St. John Cemetery, a
run along the Dixie Highway past Highland and
St. Mary cemeteries, Blessed Sacrament Church,
and residential streets in Fort Mitchell to the turn

around at the end of the line in Fort Mitchell, op
posite Orphanage Rd.
Most of the buildings in Lewisburg were built
between 1865 and 1900. Lewisburg had a flourish
ing business district along Pike St. that included a
post office, a kindergarten operated by the City of
Covington (the teacher for many years was “Miss
Daisy"), Vogt's Pharmacy, Dr. King's chiropractic
office, Tinglehoff's Bakery, Ed Schmidt's Super

James L. Mallory
market, and Zimmer's Hardware (closed in 2008).

Grander than most of the homes in Lewisburg are
LEWISBURG (COVINGTON). The Lewis

618 W. 11th St., once the home of H. H. Helman, a

burg neighborhood of southwest Covington devel
oped alonga branch of Willow Run Creek. Today,
the National Register of Historic Places defines the
Lewisburg historic district as located between I-75
and Covington's boundary with Park Hills and

grain merchant, and 708 Lewis St., at one time
owned by Charles Lang of the Lewisburg Brewery.
The architecture of Lewisburg is typical of the
other parts of Covington.
Chris Papas, who had opened a candy
manufacturing shop, Lily's Candies, in Covington

Devou Park. The district extends north to the Ohio

River. Lewisburg was annexed by the City of Cov
ington in the 1840s.
After 1842 German Catholics in Lewisburg
could attend Mutter Gottes (Mother of God

Catholic Church), the new German-speaking
church located in nearby Covington. In 1848
Lewisburg residents attending Mutter Gottes be
gan lobbying to build a Catholic elementary school
nearby. Backers purchased three lots and a fourth
one was donated; the school opened in 1848. In
1854, a year after the Diocese of Covington was
formed, St. John Catholic Church in Covington
was built.

Several breweries (see Brewing Industry) op
erated in Lewisburg; the Lexington Brewery,
opened by Duhme and Company in 1859 on the
north side of Pike between Lewis St. and Western

Row; the Lewisburg Brewery, which Charles Lange
and Frank Knoll established in 1866 at the north
west corner of Lewis and Baker Sts.; and the Ba

varian Brewing Company, started by Julius De
glow and Charles Best in 1866 on Pike St. east of
Willow Run Creek.

Lewisburg was the home of many tanneries,
as well as slaughterhouses (see Meatpacking). Lo

on Madison Ave. in 1935, later relocated the manu

facturingfunction to 921 BakerSt., the former site of
the Lewisburg Brewery. When Papas retired in 1951,
his son took over Chris A. Papas and Sons, a
wholesale candy business on Baker St. in Lewisburg,
still known for its Easter candies (see Candy and
Ice Cream). In 1946 Robert L. Glier ran a butcher

shop at 439 Pike St. In the mid-1950s, the shop (now
Glier's Meats Inc.) began making goetta and soon
opened a second plant in Cincinnati. In 1967 the
Glier's meat company concentrated its operations at
533 W. 11th St. in Lewisburg in a former dairy bot
tling plant adjoining the Bavarian brewery's com
plex. In the 1990s, selling locally and regionally, the
Glier's meat company doubled production. In 2002
Glier's Meats Inc. sold 1 million pounds of goetta
and Covington renamed a section of 11th St. in
Lewisburg Goetta St.
Herb and Thelma's (operated by the Boehmker
family) is a neighborhood tavern along Pike St.
that displays both old and new beer signs and
serves soup, chili, steak hoagies, mettwurst, hot
dogs, and especially hamburgers and cheeseburg
ers, to patrons who might be focusing on television
sporting events. The business is located in a build

ing dating to 1859, at the site of the old Lexington
Brewery. Like the Standard Club, between Baker
St. and the expressway in Lewisburg, Herb and
Thelma's has hosted neighborhood “social clubs,"
card playing, and sports activities. Butler Plumb
ing and Heating, once located at 957 Western Ave.
in Lewisburg, returned there after Knochelmann
Plumbing and Heating moved to a larger facility.
Dixie Novelty, started 45 years ago by Doug, Derek,
and Dan Bosse, the third generation of the Bosse
family, is at 934 Baker St. in Lewisburg. Dixie Nov
elty sells party decorations, ceremonial award items,
and supplies for such charitable gaming activities as
bingo and Monte Carlo.
The construction of I-75 in the early 1960s im
pacted Lewisburg significantly (see Express
ways), displacing many homes, the nearby historic
Covington Ball Park (see Baseball), and some
playgrounds. The Lewisburg Neighborhood Asso
ciation, which began in 1993, has organized a
neighborhood Block Watch in an effort to prevent
crime. In early 1997 a convenient and affordable
family health center (see HealthPoint Family
Care) opened in the old Schmidt's Supermarket
on Pike St., replacing the old tile storefront with a
brick front reminiscent of the 19th-century archi
tecture of the neighborhood. The Veterans of For
eign Wars post at 945 Montague Rd. (see VFW)
has sponsored the War Memorial across from the
post's meeting hall in Lewisburg. The memorial
features two field artillery pieces, a large flagpole,
and a marker commemorating members of the
post who were killed in World War II. In 1994 the
Lewisburg Neighborhood Association, using fed
eral grant money, transformed an unkempt space
across from the VFW into the landscaped Quarry
Pointe and War Memorial located near the en
trance to Devou Park.

Geaslen, Chester F. Strolling along Memory Lane.
Newport, Ky: Otto, 1971–1974.
Schmitz, Raymond A. St. John's Catholic Church,
Covington, Kentucky, 1854–2004. Covington, Ky:
St. John Catholic Church, 2006.

John Boh
LEWISBURG (MASON CO.). The town of

Lewisburg in Mason Co. is approximately halfway
between Maysville and Flemingsburg on the main
road and six miles south of Maysville along the
North Fork of the Licking River and the Louisville
and Nashville Railroad line. Lewisburg was es
tablished on December 17, 1795, by the Kentucky
legislature on the land of George Lewis, after whom
the community was named. Lewis was a pioneer
and a founder of the county. He had reestablished
Clark's Station at Lewisburg in 1789 (see Mason
Co. Stations), was one of the signatories request
ing that the Virginia legislature establish the town
of Washington in Mason Co., was one of Mason
Co.'s representatives to the convention in Danville
in 1792 that wrote Kentucky's first constitution,
and later served in the Kentucky legislature. Lewis
burg quickly became a thriving community. Lewis
built a mill and a dam, and then a canal was con
structed to direct water to the mill. A woolen mill

LICKING RIVER

operated in town in the 1840s, using wool pur
chased from local farmers. The Lewisburg Baptist
Church was established in 1843, across the North

throughout Northern Kentucky. The Erlanger
Woman's Club was organized in 1914 to provide
library service in Erlanger and Elsmere that con

Fork on the edge of town; according to tradition,

tinued until 1967. The Owen Co. Women's Club

Lewis did not want a church built in the town

began library service with a library in Owenton in
1946 (see Owen Co. Public Library). The Car
rollton Woman's Club opened a library in that city
during the late 1940s using World War II bonds
for funding. Building on this foundation, the Li
brary Commission of Carroll Co. was formed in
the late 1940s to receive a state grant for providing
countywide service. The Williamstown Wom
en's Club and the Grant Co. Younger Women's
Club petitioned the Grant Co. Fiscal Court for
funding, which made it possible to open the Grant
Co. Public Library in 1954. The Town and Coun
try Women's Club of Brooksville received a grant
from the Kentucky Department for Libraries and
Archives (KDLA) in 1983 to create a library in
Bracken Co. (see Bracken Co. Public Library).
As the region developed, other groups also at
tempted to establish libraries. Several groups
opened libraries in Boone Co. beginning in the
1940s, but none were successful in obtaining the
necessary funding. A coalition of organizations in
Pendleton Co. received a grant from the state in
1953 to open the county's first library in the Fal
mouth City Hall (see Pendleton Co. Public
Library).
Library service in the region improved during

proper. The congregation of the Lewisburg Baptist
Church continues to use the original church build
ing. The town also had a distillery. Residents crossed
the Licking River from early in the 19th century
until 1930 using a covered bridge located in Lewis
burg. Schools in the town included the Lewisburg
Academy, the Lewisburg Male and Female Insti
tute, and the Lewisburg High School, which in 1926
consolidated the local one-room schools. That

school served the community in some form until
1973, and its gym continues to be used by the com
munity through the Lewisburg Lions Club. The
railroad came through town during the 1870s, and
the rail station was named Marshall's Station. The

post office at Lewisburg was called North Fork. The
new Fleming-Mason Airport was opened in recent
years just south of Lewisburg.
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. The Towns of Mason
County: Their Past in Pictures. Maysville, Ky.

Maysville and Mason Co. Library Historical and
Scientific Association, 1986.

Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason

County. Lexington, Ky:Transylvania, 1936.
Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1984.

the 1950s as a result of a statewide bookmobile

John Klee

program. Kenton, Owen, and Pendleton counties
received their first bookmobiles as a result of this

LIBRARIES. Libraries in Northern Kentucky
first appeared in the urban areas located along the
Ohio River: Covington, Maysville, and Newport.
The earliest known library was the Covington So
cial Library, established in 1824. For the next 75
years, numerous libraries operated in Covington
for brief periods, usually as subscription services
for those who could pay a minimal fee. In 1839 the
Kentucky legislature chartered the Maysville Ly
ceum to operate a library and reading room. The
first public library in Northern Kentucky was es

program during the early 1950s. In 1952 the Rob
ertson Co. Public Library was founded in Mount

tablished in Maysville in 1878 with a bequest from

ern Kentucky to promote the development of

an unknown Englishman along with a gift from
Maysville hat and umbrella merchant James
Wormald. It opened along Sutton St. and remained
in that block for the next 117 years (see Mason Co.
Public Library). In the 1870s and 1880s, a series of
groups including the Odd Fellows established sub
scription libraries in Newport.
The 1890s brought a dedicated effort by local
governments to establish free public libraries in
Newport and Covington. Committees of promi
nent citizens in each city approached Andrew Car
negie for financial assistance for library construc
tion. Carnegie provided funding that resulted in
new libraries in Newport in 1902 and Covington
in 1904. In the meantime, temporary libraries had
begun in Newport in 1899 and in Covington in
1901 (see Covington Public Library, Kenton

public libraries. Carrico immediately began to es
tablish or support public libraries in each county.
State law allowed the creation of special taxing dis
tricts that became the method of support for li

Co. Public Library, Campbell Co. Public Li

brary, Newport Public Library).
Outside the major cities, women's clubs were
responsible for establishing many public libraries

Olivet.

By the mid-1960s, it was apparent that public
library service across Northern Kentucky was in
adequate for modern communities. Even the Car
negie libraries in Newport and Covington were
chronically underfunded. The Commonwealth of
Kentucky became more active in promoting public
libraries, and the KDLA assigned Philip N. Car
rico to the position of regional librarian for North

braries. Kenton Co. created such a district in 1967,

combining the Covington Public Library, the
Erlanger-Elsmere Library, and the Kenton Co.
bookmobile. Mason Co. followed suit in 1971,

along with Owen and Boone counties in 1973,
Carroll Co. in 1975, and Grant Co. in 1976 (see

Carroll Co. Public Library; Boone Co. Public
Library).
Gallatin Co. obtained a grant from the KDLA
in 1978 for a demonstration library that led to the
creation of a county library system in 1980. A peti
tion drive led by Betty Daniels in Campbell Co.
resulted in the creation of the Campbell Co. Public
Library district in 1978. The Women's Club dem
onstration library in Bracken Co. was closed in
1987, owing to the lack of continued funding, but a
dedicated group of residents persisted through
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many obstacles to create the Bracken Co. Public
Library District in 1991.
As Northern Kentucky continued to grow, so
did public library facilities. New libraries were
opened in 1973 in Owen Co. (Owenton); in 1974
in Kenton Co. (Covington); in 1976 in Boone Co.,
Kenton Co. (Erlanger), and Pendleton Co.; in
1981 in Carroll Co.; in 1984 in Campbell Co.
(Cold Spring) and Gallatin Co. (Warsaw); in 1989
in Boone Co. (Hebron); in 1994 in Boone Co.
(Walton); and in 1995 in Bracken Co. (Brooks

ville), Campbell Co. (Fort Thomas), Kenton Co.
(Independence), and Mason Co. (Maysville). The
Pendleton Co. Public Library (Falmouth) was
devastated by flooding in 1997 but was restored
and reopened with a new collection and new
technology.
The new millennium brought a generation of
new libraries with expanded services and facilities.
Libraries were constructed or expanded in 2000 in
Boone Co. (Union) and Gallatin Co. (Warsaw); in
2001 in Owen Co. (Owenton); in 2002 in Kenton

Co. (Erlanger); in 2003 in Campbell Co. (New
port), Grant Co. (Williamstown), and Mason Co.
(Maysville); in 2004 in Bracken Co. (Brooksville);
and in 2007 in Kenton Co. (Independence).
Northern Kentucky libraries were also at the
forefront of the technology revolution in the late
1990s. Automated card catalogs were developed
throughout the region, beginning in Kenton Co. in
1990. The Internet brought the world of informa
tion to Northern Kentucky public libraries, with
public access to the Internet beginning in Boone
Co. in 1996. With strong funding and heavy usage
by the public, libraries in Northern Kentucky are
among the strongest in Kentucky.
Mueller, Jan. Soul of the City: A Centennial History
of the Newport Public Library. Cincinnati: Spe
cialty Litho, 2004.

Wayne Onkst
LICKING RIVER, The Licking River, a tributary
of the Ohio River, flows about 320 miles from Ma

goffin Co. northwest to its confluence with the
Ohio River between Covington and Newport, op
posite Cincinnati. The watershed of the Licking
drains about 3,707 square miles, or about 10 per
cent of Kentucky. The Dry Ridge Trace in North
ern Kentucky is the geological division between
the watersheds of the Kentucky River, to its west,
and the Licking River, to its east. That is, most
streams to the east of the Dry Ridge Trace flow into
the Licking River, and thence into the Ohio River;
creeks to the west of the Dry Ridge generally flow
into the Kentucky River, and from there into the
Ohio. Of course, some streams on both sides of the

Dry Ridge Trace flow directly into the Ohio River.
The Licking River has three main forks in
Northern Kentucky. Middle (sometimes referred
to as the Main Licking), South, and North (not to
be confused with the Upper North Fork of the
Licking in Morgan and Rowan counties). The Mid
dle Fork of the Licking River, the longest of the
three, originates in the Cumberland Mountains
(see Appalachians) in Magoffin Co. and flows in a
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northwesterly direction through Morgan Co.,
where it joins Cave Run Lake, an 8,270-acre body
of water in Daniel Boone National Forest, im

pounded by the earth and rock-fill dam in Rowan
Co. completed by the U.S. Corps of Engineers in
1973. North of the dam, the Middle Fork of the

Licking River continues, forming all or part of the
boundaries between Rowan and Bath counties,

Bath and Fleming counties, Nicholas and Fleming
counties, Nicholas and Robertson counties, and

Robertson and Harrison counties. Fed by the
North Fork of the Licking River, which joins the
Middle Fork near the southeastern boundary of
Pendleton Co., the Middle Fork continues to Fal
mouth. At Falmouth the Middle Fork and the

South Fork join and continue in one main Licking
River, which then travels northward through
Pendleton Co. and continues north, serving as
the boundary between Kenton Co. on its western
banks and Campbell Co. on its eastern banks. The
South Fork of the Licking River begins in Bour
bon Co., at the juncture of Stoner and Hinkston
Creeks, and flows northward through Bourbon
and Harrison counties to Pendleton Co., where it

joins the Middle Fork at Falmouth. The North
Fork has its headwaters in the northeastern sec

tion of Fleming Co. and flows northwest, dividing
Lewis and Fleming counties, traverses Mason Co.,
then forms a part of the boundary between Mason
and Robertson counties; it proceeds through
Bracken Co., constituting a portion of the bound
ary between Bracken and Robertson counties, and
continues through Bracken Co. to the Middle
Fork of the Licking near the southeastern line of
Pendleton Co.

Geologists refer to three stages of the Licking
River: the Old Licking, the Deep Stage Licking,
and the modern Licking (see Geology). The Old
Licking River and the Old Kentucky River, before
the Pre-Illinoian Glacier of about a million years
ago, flowed north into what is now the state of
Ohio, joining near the current city of Hamilton,
Ohio (see Glaciers). The Pre-Illinoian Glacier
blocked the channels of old rivers and streams,

forcing the development of the Deep Stage Ohio
River and the Deep Stage Licking River. The Deep
Stage Licking River was shifted westward from the
Old Licking River, essentially forming the valley
that it uses today in Northern Kentucky. Then the
DeepStage Licking Riverproceeded north through
the present-day Mill Creek Valley along I-75 (see
Expressways) in Cincinnati, where it flowed into
the Deep Stage Ohio at St. Bernard, Ohio. About
200,000–250,000 years ago, the Illinoian Glacier's
ice blocked the Deep Stage Ohio and formed the
current Ohio River channel stretching from
Lunken Airport on the east side of Cincinnati to
Lawrenceburg, Ind. At that time, the modern Lick
ing River began to empty into the modern Ohio
River between what later became Covington (the
Point) and Newport.
American Indians, prehistoric animals, and

Point into the interior. The best-known salt licks

were Grants Lick, the Upper Blue Licks, and the
Lower Blue Licks (see Blue Licks). The latter was
the site of the Battle of the Blue Licks (see Blue
Licks, Battle of Blue Licks Battlefield State
Resort Park).

The Licking River was known to French explor
ers and traders of North America. Kentucky geolo
gist Willard Rouse Jillson cited a 1744 Carte de La
Louisiane (map of Louisiana) by Jacques Nicolas
Bellin and a 1746 map by Jean Baptiste Bourgui
gnon D'Anville, both of which made reference to
salt licks, most likely the Blue Licks. Dr. Thomas
Walker of the Loyal Land Company (Virginia) ex
plored Kentucky in 1750 through the Cumberland
Gap (which he named) and called the Licking River
the Frederick's River. The following year, Christo
pher Gist of the Ohio Company (Virginia) ex
plored the Ohio Valley, crossing the Point in 1751.
Early settlers of the area established posts along the
Licking River, such as Leitch's Station (see David
Leitch). In 1802 Campbell Co. officials gave James
Taylor Jr., who married Leitch's widow Keturah,
permission to build a two-foot-high dam, with a
17-foot-wide gate for the passage of boats, across the
Licking River about five miles south of Newport.
The mill dam provided power for a saw and grist
mill that Taylor constructed (see Taylor Mill).
The development of the cities of Covington and
Newport at the Licking River's mouth brought ur
banization, industrialization, and pollution to the
lower reaches of the river. The U.S Army's New
port Barracks, built at the mouth of the Licking in
1803–1804, operated until 1894. Like Newport's
West End, the barracks were subjected to the flood
of 1884 and other flooding. Situated higher, the
residential areas of Covington's current Licking
Riverside, Riverside Drive, and Ohio Riverside

National Historic Districts were less susceptible
to flooding. Iron and Steel manufacturing, as
well as meatpacking establishments, lined the
Licking River's Covington and Newport shores.
Ferries operated along the Licking, and the New
port and Covington Suspension Bridge con
nected the two cities in 1853 (a suspension bridge
opened upriver in the same year at Falmouth; see
Falmouth Suspension Bridge); the Shortway
Bridge opened between Covington and Newport
in 1892.

In the 1830s the State of Kentucky proposed
the building of 21 locks and dams along the Lick
ing River to enable slack-water navigation to West
Liberty, Ky., a distance of 231 miles (see Licking
River Navigation). Construction was begun on
the first five locks, but not yet the dams, in about
1839; completion of these would have enabled nav
igation to Falmouth, 51 miles from the mouth.
State financial problems resulted in the permanent
suspension in 1842 of the construction project, a
disappointing expenditure of $372,520. Some of
the stonework was later sold and used in building
the John A. Roebling Bridge between Coving

white settlers all availed themselves of the salt licks

ton and Cincinnati. A rockbar, situated in front of

along the Licking River, probably giving rise to the

the mouth of the Licking River, further impeded
navigation. Beginning in 1887, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers began underwater blasting of

river's eventual name. American Indians followed
the buffalo traces, one of which led from the

the Licking rockbar and by 1895 had removed
29,862 cubic yards of material. Removal of the
rockbar was continued after 1900.

Without locks and dams, the upper reaches of
the Licking were navigable only during the rainy
seasons of late falland early spring. At those times,

large flatboats carrying coal from the Kentucky
mountains could be floated downstream from West

Liberty in Morgan Co. Timber from the Cumber
land Mountains was tied together as makeshift
rafts and also floated downstream to mills in the
cities.

The 19th-century locks and dams proposed for
the Licking River were designed for navigation
purposes only, not for flood control. In 1936 the
U.S. Congress authorized construction of a dam
about nine miles above Falmouth, designed pri
marily for controlling flooding. The funds for this
project were not forthcoming, although efforts to
secure them were pursued again and again. In 1980
the Kentucky legislature passed a resolution op
posing the use of state funds for the dam, and in
1981 the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers shelved the
Falmouth Dam project. U.S Representative Gene
Snyder made one last-ditch effort to resurrect it,
but to no avail. Following the tremendous destruc
tion of the flood of 1937, the U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers built floodwalls in Covington and New
port to protect those cities from the floodwaters
of both the Ohio and the Licking rivers. The cata
strophic Licking River floods of 1964 and 1997 (see
Flood of 1964, Licking River, Flood of 1997,
Licking River) did extensive damage to the cities
of Falmouth and Butler.

The Kentucky Chapter of the Nature Conser
vancy has designated the Licking River water
shed—what it calls the Licking River Buffalo Trace
Preserve—as worthy of conservation efforts. In
cluding over 1.8 million acres, the Nature Conser
vancy's Licking watershed project area contains
100 fish species and more than 50 species of fresh
water mussels, 11 of which are endangered. The
Kentucky Chapter and its partners in federal, state,
and local government, as well as private organiza
tions, seek to educate the public about the dangers
of pollutants to the Licking River ecosystem and
to work with landowners in protecting lands in
the watershed. Another group, entitled the Licking
River Region Team, also promotes monitoring and
conservation of the watershed. Finally, the North
ern Kentucky Port Authority exemplifies how
reclamation and economic development can be
complementary. With the EPA (Environmental
Protection Agency), the Port Authority partici
pated in a cleanup of the old Newport Landfill in
Wilder, along the Licking River. A clay cap was
placed over the landfill site, and other appropriate
reclamation and vegetation actions were taken, so
that the site is now safe for humans and the envi

ronment and can be marketed for development.
Hedeen, Stanley. Natural History of the Cincinnati
Region. Cincinnati: Cincinnati Museum Center,
2006.

Jillson, Willard Rouse. A Bibliography of the Licking
River Valley in Kentucky. Frankfort, Ky. Roberts,
1968.
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Inventory and Classification of Streams in the
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Kerr, Charles, ed. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1. Chi
cago: American Historical Society, 1922.

“Licking River." Maysville Bulletin, February 9,
1871, 3.

Licking River Region Team. “The Licking River Region
in Kentucky: Status and Trends," November 1998.
www.watersheds.ky.gov/ (accessed June 17, 2007).
The Nature Conservancy. “Places We Protect." www

.nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/
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Smith, Allen Webb. Beginning at “the Point”. A Doc
umented History of Northern Kentucky and Envi
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Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington
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Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. “Cave Run Lake." www
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Paul A. Tenkotte and Vic Canfield

on the Kentucky River, these leaders sought im
provements on the Licking in order to move the
farm products and natural resources from the up
per valley. By the 1860s, some of the Licking's locks
had been dismantled and the stone used for build

ing the piers of the Covington and Cincinnati
bridge over the Ohio River (see John A. Roebling
Bridge).
The U.S. Congress, in 1936, authorized con

struction of Falmouth Lake by impounding the
Licking River about nine miles above the town of
Falmouth. The project was placed in the inactive
category in 1981, because lack of funding support
by the state government, and no construction has
ever commenced. In 1984 the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers completed construction of Cave Run
Dam, 174 miles above the mouth, for flood control

and associated purposes. Cave Run Lake has be
come a fishing and recreation mecca in the region.
Today, the Licking River is made navigable for
about seven miles above its mouth by waters im
pounded by the Markland Dam on the Ohio

grounds; and John A. Roebling, the designer of
the John A. Roebling Bridge and the Brooklyn
Bridge.
Architects, historians, and preservationists
have noted that an example of nearly every major
architectural style from 1815 to 1920 can be found
within the historic districts here.

The George Rogers Clark Park within the dis
trict was originally the site of the Thomas Ken
nedy House and Inn (1791). Kennedy and his fam
ily traveled by flatboat from Pittsburgh to the
mouth of the Licking River, where he purchased
and settled the area that became Covington. Ken
nedy established a ferry operation across the Ohio
River.

The oldest surviving structure, the Gano
Southgate House, is thought to be the first brick
structure in Covington and possibly one of the best
examples of a house of its era in the United States.
The deed shows that Thomas Kennedy sold it in
1814 to Thomas D. Carneal, Gen. John S. Gano, and

LICKING-RIVERSIDE,
RIVERSIDE
DRIVE, AND OHIO RIVERSIDE NA

Richard M Gano. Local legend holds that the tun
neileading from the house to the Ohio Riverserved
as a stop on the Underground Railroad; however,
it was likely just a service tunnel to load and unload
provisions for the large household.
Other significant homes in the district include
the Riverside House (ca. 1916), built by Charles
McLaughlin, architect and artist at Rookwood
Pottery in Cincinnati; the Laidley House (ca.
1865), owned by Commodore Frederick A. Laidley,
president of the Louisville and Cincinnati Packet
Company and owner of the Cincinnati, Pomeroy &
Charleston Packet Company, nicknamed the White

TIONAL HISTORIC DISTRICTS. The Licking

Collar Line; and the Porter-Fallis House (ca. 1852),

Riverside, Riverside Drive, and Ohio Riverside Na

also known as the Mimosa House, built by mer
chant Thomas Porter and later owned by banker

River.

LICKING RIVERNAVIGATION. The Licking
River, one of Kentucky's major waterways, is formed
in Magoffin Co., flows 320 miles through numer
ous additional Kentucky counties, and empties into
the Ohio River at Covington and Newport. Theori
gin of the river's name is uncertain, but most likely
it is taken from the numerous salt licks found along
the river's course in the pioneer period. During the
18th and early 19th centuries, flatboats were used
on the Licking River for the movement of agricul
tural produce. As early as 1788, Virginia state law
had established several inspection stations along
the Licking River in Kentucky for assurance of
“quality control of commodities." After Kentucky
gained statehood in 1792, county courts, along
with the state legislature, passed various measures
to provide for navigation improvements on certain
of the waterways of Kentucky, mainly the removal
of channel obstructions and the regulation of
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Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

“Water Resources Development in Kentucky, 1995."
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Louisville District,

Louisville, Ky.
Charles E. Parrish

tional Historic Districts are located in Covington at
the confluence of the Ohio River and the Licking
River. This area was one ofthe first established neigh

Daniel Fallis (see Porter-Fallis-Lovell House).

Of special note is the Daniel Carter Beard

borhoods in Kenton Co. and in all of Northern Ken

House (ca. 1820), childhood home of Daniel
Carter Beard. This structure has the additional

At the request of the Commonwealth of Ken

tucky and is often referred to as "The Point."
The first person known to explore the area was
Christopher Gist, an agent of the Ohio Company,
and the year was 1751. Key moments in the early life

tucky, U.S. Army officers conducted the first sur

of the Licking Riverside Historic District include

War soldier and poet George W. Cutter and his

vey of the Licking River in 1829; later, based on
another survey in 1837, federal engineers recom

the launching of expeditions by John Bowman, and
later by George Rogers Clark, to fight the Shaw

wife, actress Mrs. Alexander Drake.

mended the construction of 21 locks and dams to

nee (1777, 1780, and 1782); the establishment of “The

overcome a fall of 310 feet from West Liberty to the
river's mouth. The State Board of Internal Improve
ments awarded contracts for the first five projects
in 1837, to be built of the typical stone lock cham

Point" as a base for the military excursions for Dan
iel Boone, Simon Kenton, and Benjamin Logan
throughout the 1770s and 1780s; and the gathering
of 4,000 troops under the command of Kentucky
governor Isaac Shelby (1792–1796 and 1812–1816)
beforeheled the troops to victory at the Battle of the

milldams.

bers, with dams of stone-filled timber cribs. Over

the next several years, construction was slow and
sporadic, owing to lack of state funds, which were
concentrated on improvement projects on the
Kentucky River and on the Green River, located in
the west-central part of the state. By 1842 all work
on the Licking River was suspended, and the five
projects begun earlier were left only partially com
pleted. For the next 25 years, political and business
leaders in the Licking River valley petitioned the
state legislature for resumption of funding support
in order to push the project to completion, citing
the importance of the improved river to Northern
Kentucky. As with the proposals for improvements

Thames (1813).

Significant figures associated with the area and
honored by bronze statues along the riverfront are
John James Audubon, wildlife artist and re

nowned painter of birds; Daniel Carter Beard,
founder of the Boy Scouts; James Bradley, the
only ex-slave to participate in the famous Lane
Seminary debates on slavery and abolitionism;
Captain Mary B. Greene, a licensed boat master
and river pilot; Simon Kenton, explorer and sol
dier; Chief Little Turtle, the great Miami war
chief who fought to protect the Indians' hunting

distinction of being designated a National Historic
Landmark, the highest accolade given by the Na
tional Park Service. It was also home to Mexican

There are two outstanding examples of the row
house style in the district–Ball's Row (ca. 1840) on
Garrard St., illustrating Greek detail and early row
house construction, and Shinkle Row (ca. 1880) on

East Second St., exemplifying the English-style row
house known as Renaissance Revival. Amos Shin

kle, one of the financiers of the Roebling suspen
sion bridge, built Shinkle Row.
Many other architectural building styles are
represented, including coach houses, framehouses,
Federal, Gothic Revival, Greek Revival, Italianate,

Regency-style townhouse, Victorian Gothic, and
Chateauesque; it is this rich architectural heritage
that brings professors, students, and tourists to the
area in large numbers each year.
Though well respected and valued now, the area
was ingrave dangerofbeing destroyed and replaced
by urban renewal projects, especially during the
late 1960s. Throughout the 1960s, the City of Cov
ington's financial situation steadily declined, as it
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lost population in a mass exodus to the suburbs and
consequently had few prospects for expansion of its
property tax base. This increasingly grim situation
forced Covington's leaders to look at ways to im
prove the economic base of the city. To some, the
riverside had the brightest potential for redevelop
ment, positioned at a prized location on the Ohio
River and just across the river from the soon-to-be

this was the same resolution that had been pro
posed and voted down two weeks earlier. The No
vember resolution also failed, by a vote of 3 to 2.
Ray Wehrmann brought up the issue yet again
at the December 5 meeting. The resolution had a
new look this time, as Wehrmann asked that only a
one-block section of Riverside Dr., from Garrard

completed in 1970.
Coinciding with Covington's economic prob
lems was the emergence of a new city council as a

St. to Greenup St., be declared an urban renewal
project. Commissioners Vera Angeland Ron Turner
protested, asking why this proposal had not been
included on the agenda for the December 5 meet
ing. When the resolution was read, only three resi

built Riverfront Coliseum in Cincinnati, which was

Thompson, a University of Cincinnati professor
who was a district resident, this was a printing press
operated out of histownhouse in Shinkle Row. It al
lowed the citizens' group to act quickly, using tech
niques popular at the time with civil rights groups
and antiwar protesters. They could produce flyers,
petitions, and signs in response to commission
meetings, a helpful aid in gaining the support offel
low area residents.

Another battle ensued during the 1980s, in the
form of a dispute with the Bernstein family, owners
of Mike Fink Floating Restaurant, over the riv
erbank and the landing. A lawsuit resulted. It went
to the Kentucky Supreme Court, which granted a
favorable ruling for the residents of the district, fur
ther helping to preserve and protect the area that
Patrick Flannery refers to as “the commons.”
In 1971 the National Register of Historic Places

result of the 1967 election. The council included

dents of the district were in attendance. One of the

newly elected mayor Claude E. Hensley; newly
elected councilmembers Vera Angel, Edward Drah

three left the meeting to rally support from the
other citizens, especially since none of them had

mann, and Ron Turner; and reelected councilman

been aware that a new resolution would be dis

Raymond Wehrmann.
Throughout 1967 both sides established their
roles in what proved to be “a contest of wills that
raged for nearly two years,” as the Preservation
News described it. The stage was set for a major
fight over the fate of the area. Preservation groups
began focusing their attention, and several of
them banded together to fight the urban renewal
projects being discussed. These groups included
the Cincinnati Historical Society, the Kentucky
Heritage Commission, the Northern Kentucky
Heritage League, the Miami Purchase Associa
tion, and the Riverside Preservation Society. Key
leaders from the citizens' groups included Patrick
Flannery, Steve McMurtry, Dave Surber, George
Thompson, and Mary Wood.
In December 1967 the Covington commission

cussed that evening. Residents then began pouring
in, many in their house slippers, to protest and to
question the legitimacy of the proposed resolu
tion. The meeting ended without passing of the
resolution; however, the question remained as to
how the citizens might come to an agreement with
the city, so that they would not be forced to attend
every council meeting in an effort to protect their

area in a multimillion-dollar venture financed with

and-breakfast commerical operations, while most

voted to lease the riverfront; the Northern Ken

private funds.

are still residences.

tucky Heritage League opposed the vote and asked
that the leased property be restricted to the west

property.
Between the December 5 and December 12

meetings, another assault on the riverside came,

this time from a new source—the Covington
Kenton-Boone Chamber of Commerce (see North

ern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce). The
chamber's proposed plan, which it intended to pres
ent to the city, was to redevelop three blocks of the

Meanwhile, on December 12, the commission

selected the Riverside Drive Historic District for

inclusion. Its basic boundaries are from the alley
between Greenup and Garrard Sts. east to the Lick
ing River, and from Fourth St. north to Riverside
Drive. In 1975 a second district, the Licking River
side Historic District, was added to the National

Register of Historic Places. It generally includes
the area south of Fourth St. to Eighth St., west to
Scott St., and east to the Licking River. In 1987 the
Ohio Riverside Historic District Boundary Exten
sion was approved for sections of Third, Fourth,
Court, and Greenup Sts. Throughout the 1970s,
1980s, and 1990s, many of the homes in these dis
tricts were restored, and some now serve as bed

Although many preservation groups were there to

Today the riverside area continues its distin
guished tradition of architectural significance. In
2007 the Ascent at the John Roebling Bridge will
be the newest addition to Covington's architec
tural heritage; it is an 80-condominium tower de
signed by world-renowned architect Daniel Libes

voted again, and now the vote swung in favor of the

ern end of Riverside Dr. Some criticized the North

urban renewalists; Wehrmann's favorable vote was

ern Kentucky Heritage League, claiming that it
was willingtosacrifice one block for urban renewal
and that such an action was not justified, even if it
might save the rest of the neighborhood.

the deciding vote. This was the fourth time within
six weeks that the resolution had been considered.

support the riverside residents, the Kentucky Post

kind. Libeskind, the architect of the new World

observed that the Northern Kentucky Heritage
League was "conspicuous in its silence." Refusing

Trade Center in New York City, was inspired by the
cables of the Roebling suspension bridge and by

to concede defeat, the residents of the area created

the river itself.

a petition for referendum on the resolution and
also one for the recall of Mayor Hensley. They suc
ceeded, gathering 3,300 signatures that they pre
sented at the Covington commission's December

For more than 250 years, the riverside area has
been the scene of change and often of turbulent,
dramatic events. In the midst of controversy, it has
survived because citizens supported their right to

rimeter. One set of structures slated for demolition

19 meeting.

exist. Oblivious to the world and events around it,

under this plan was Shinkle Row. In all, 20 struc
tures on 11 different pieces of property were to be
destroyed. In their place, the commission planned
to build a high-rise apartment, hotel, and office
complex that would rest on top of a five-story park
ing garage. Mayor Hensley referred to the plan as
his “pet project."

At the beginning of that meeting, Wehrmann
requested that the resolution be read again (for the
fifth time) so that he could ask for its repeal, citing
a lack of commitment from a developer as his rea
son. In spite of this reprieve, Patrick Flannery re
quested that the 3,300 signatures for the petition

this unique and historic place stands as a sentinel,
a witness to its history and evolution.

On November 1, 1968, the headlines of the

ture resolutions. Mayor Hensley agreed to file

Kentucky Post read, “People 'Save Riverside: City
Hall Bows Out on Renewal Project.” The proposal

them. Commissioner Turner added a rider to the

In October 1968 the contest of wills arrived at

its most heated period. On October 31, a public
hearing was held in order to discuss declaring a
section of the area a city urban renewal project, re
ferred to as a CUR-1. This initial phase focused on
a specific section, of which Riverside Dr. and
Greenup, Garrard, and Second Sts. marked the pe

had failed. However, the residents of the riverside

had little time to enjoy their victory. On November
21 another resolution for an urban renewal project
for the district was added to the commission's

agenda. Patrick Flannery, a resident of Riverside
Dr., an attorney, and one of the leaders of the com
munity group fighting the resolutions, claimed that

be filed and recognized in the hope of avoiding fu

repeal, stipulating that the issue of urban renewal
would not be brought up again during their com
mission. The rider was accepted.
The citizens finally achieved victory, and this
time with such support from the commission that
they could feel confident for the time being. Instru
mental in the fight was what Flannery referred to as
“the Underground Press." A hobby of Dr. George

Flannery, Patrick. Interview by Jennifer Reynolds,
December 7, 2005, Covington, Ky.
Lietzenmayer, Karl. “Riverside Assailed. The Turning
point of a City, NKH 11 (Fall-Winter 2001): 10–18.
“Local History," vertical file, Kenton Co. Public Li
brary, Covington, Ky.
National Trust for Historic Preservation. Preserva
tion News9, no. 3 (March 1969): 1–2.

“People 'Save Riverside. City Hall Bows Out on Re
newal Project," KP, November 1, 1968, 1.
Jennifer Adkins Reynolds
LIMABURG. The community of Limaburg was
located in Boone Co., three miles west of Florence

and two miles east of Burlington. It ceased to exist
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in the early 1970s with the widening of Burling
ton Pk. (Ky. Rt. 18). Limaburg was at the intersec
tion of three county roads: Burlington Pk., North
Bend Rd., and the Anderson Ferry Rd. The village

so that they could beloaded, or "charged," from the
top. Layers of broken limestone and wood were al

chemical plants, and wastewater plants and for gas

ternated in the kiln. A fire was then built in the

had first been known as Needmore and then as
Florence Crossroads. In 1884 the residents of Flor

days. Once the kiln had cooled, the lime was re

The Dravo Lime Company constructed a lime
processing plant on the Ohio River near Maysville
in Mason Co. during 1973. This was one of the larg
est mines and lime-production facilities in North
America. Three large rotary kilns burn the lime
stone into lime. The lime from the Mason Co. plant
is used primarily for scrubbing sulfur dioxide in
power plants. Barges on the Ohio River ship much
of the lime. The Dravo and Black River plants are
still actively producing lime.

ence Crossroads petitioned for a post office to be
established in their community. After some de

bottom of the kiln and allowed to burn for several

moved from an arch at the base. Later kilns were

designed with separate fireboxes so that the lime
was not contaminated with wood ashes. Fresh lime

bate, the residents had decided that Lima should be

from the kiln was unstable until it was slaked

the new name of the village. Postal officials, how
ever, thought that confusion might result from
having a Lima, Ky., and a Lima, Ohio, and sug
gested an alternative name, Limaburg. This sug
gestion was accepted, and on February 17, 1885, a
cancellation stamp with the appropriate designa
tion was granted to the community of Limaburg.
By 1885 Limaburg was well established and
growing. At its peak it was home to a mill, a general
store, a blacksmith shop, a school, the town's post
office, and the Harvest Home fairgrounds. Al
though it had no church, Limaburg was the site of
the Lutheran parsonage. The earliest business in
Limaburg was the gristmill built by Jeremiah Bee

(mixed with water). When the lime came into con

mon in 1849. In 1859 Israel and Robert Rouse

joined him in business, and the operation became
both a sawmill and a gristmill. More than 100
years later, the last owner of the mill, William Wa
ters, was still using the original grindstones that
had been imported to Limaburg from France. The
heart of Limaburg was the general store. Operated
by the brothers Silas and Jacob Rouse, the store
boasted an inventory valued at $3,100 in 1880. The
last owner of the store, John “Proc" Brothers, was

famous for the quality country hamshe sold. At his
death in 1957, the store closed.

The Lutheran parsonage in Limaburg was the
boyhood home of author Lloyd C. Douglas, among
whose works were The Robe and Dr. Hudson's

Secret Journal. The latter book was the basis for

a television series of the same name during the
1950s. Limaburg was also home to William C. C.
Rouse, who in March of 1879 patented a design for
an automatic safety gate for railroads. Today, a few
homes and the buildings that housed the school
and the blacksmith shop are all that remain of this
once thriving community.
CE, Sunday Pictorial Magazine, August 3, 1947.
Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons
to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.
Michael D. Rouse

LIME INDUSTRY. Lime was an important
commercial product in Northern Kentucky. In ad
dition to many uses in the building trades (it was
used in mortar and plaster), lime was spread on
agricultural fields, was an ingredient in many com
mercial products, and was used in various chemi
cal processes. Lime could be produced in any area
where suitable deposits of limestone were avail
able. Massive stone kilns, both round and rectan

gular, were constructed to reduce limestone to
powder. The burning of limestone altered itschem
ical properties by driving off the carbon dioxide.
Early kilns were usually built into the side of a hill

tact with water, a chemical reaction occurred that

generated heat. However, once the lime had been
slaked, it was safe to transport it to markets.
The extent of lime manufacturing during
Northern Kentucky's early history is not currently
known, since few records have survived. Kenton

Co. appears to have been the primary area for pro
duction. The 1850 Census of Manufacturing in
Kenton Co. listed seven individuals as lime mak

ers. In the 1860 census, only John Kearney and
Clements Resenbeck were listed; in 1870 A.D. Eas

ton and Eli T. Rusk were listed; and by 1880 only
Clem Resenbeck and Frank Wolking were listed.
In Covington and nearby communities, many
individuals and firms sold lime. Among them
were Edward Spinks of Covington, who engaged
in the enterprise in 1876–1907, T. W. Spinks,
1897–1913; Richard Wolking's Sons, 1878–1879;
Wolking Brothers, 1880–1885; Bernard Wolking,
1886–1899, and Ben Wolking, 1892.
In Newport Charles Spinks was a seller of lime
during 1878–1892 and was succeeded by Charles
Spinks & Son, 1894–1905. Others were Louis D.
Emert, 1880–1903, the Newport Lime Kilns, 304
Monmouth St., operated by H. and F. Boehne, 1886–
1887; Marion M. Allen, 1886–1907; and M. M. Allen

& Bro., 1888-1911. The Spinks family became ama
jor landholder in northern Campbell Co., owning
properties such as Taylor's Bottoms and the hill
on which Newport Central Catholic High
School was later built.

Nolime producers were found for Bracken, Gal

desulfurization and other uses.

Hockensmith, Charles D. "An Overview of Kentucky's
Historic Lime Industry." In Current Archaeologi
cal Research in Kentucky, vol. 7, ed. Charles D.
Hockensmith and Kenneth C. Carstens. Frankfort,

Ky: Kentucky Heritage Council, 2004.

U.S. Bureau of the Census. “Manufacturing Census
Schedules for Kenton Co., Ky., 1850–1880." Micro
film copies on file at the Kentucky Historical Soci
ety Library, Frankfort, Ky.
Charles D. Hockensmith
LIMESTONE AND LIMESTONE CREEK.

The community that became Maysville in Mason
Co. and the creek that first attracted settlers there

were both named for the local sedimentary rock,
limestone, which continues to be quarried in the
area. Both the rock and lime obtained from it were
used for roads, and limestone was the raw material

for early buildings and foundations ofbuildings, as
well as for rock fences throughout the vicinity.
Lime was also used on fields. Today, lime is used to
clean the smokestacks of coal-fired power plants
in the region and beyond. Local farmers and gar
deners have long believed that the lime in the soil
was responsible for the high quality of the tobacco
and other agricultural products that they grew.
During the 1770s, the creek that emptied into
the Ohio River at Maysville attracted numerous
explorers. The inlet created by the creek served as a
natural landing and also tied into a trace used by

latin, Grant, Owen, or Robertson counties. W. H.

American Indians and animals for untold num

Chaplin sold lime in Petersburg in Boone Co. dur

bers of years. In 1773 Capt. John Hedges named

ing 1876; William L. Smith sold lime in Carrollton

this spot Limestone, a name that was used by some

in Carroll Co. in 1876–1877, and Sphar & Cooper of
Maysville in Mason Co. produced lime during

residents and even in court documents, into the

1887–1888.

The physical remains of the old limekilns have
long since disappeared from the region, but the
lime industry has been revived in Mason and
Pendleton counties. The Black River Mining
Company in Pendleton Co. was established along
the Ohio River in the 1960s. The company was
owned jointly by the Armco Steel Corporation,
the Southwestern Portland Cement Company,
and Marble Cliff Quarries in 1968. Three large ro
tary limekilns and a quicklime plant were located
at the quarry. In 1979 the company added a
hydrated-lime production facility as an adjunct to
its plant. By 1986 the Black River Mining Com
pany had been purchased by the Dravo Lime
Company. Carmeuse North America, a Belgian
company, acquired the Pendleton Co. plant in
1996. The Black River plant produces lime for the
steel industry, the paper and pulp industries,

1820s. In 1777 Simon Kenton hid gunpowder at
Limestone to keep it safe from Indians until he
could transport it to Fort Pitt in Pennsylvania.
Several attempts were made to form a perma
nent settlement at Limestone; Simon Kenton and

others built a fort there in April 1780, but it was
abandoned because of British and Indian incur

sions into the region during the final years of the
Revolutionary War. In 1784 George Lewis and
Edward and John Waller built a blockhouse on
Limestone Creek, and settlement of the area was

steady thereafter. Limestone landing became an
important stop for settlers as they moved south
along the Buffalo Trace (see Buffalo Traces), north
into what became Ohio, or west down the Ohio

River. Most of the early inhabitants of Limestone
were from Virginia. They built largely brick homes,
along with the needed taverns and businesses.
Among the many travelers who stopped in Lime
stone was, in 1785, U.S. congressman and future
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president James Monroe. Both Jacob Boone and
Daniel Boone were Limestone tavern owners.

Daniel Boone became prosperous in Limestone
during the late 1780s and held several slaves. The
first gristmillin Kentucky was built at Limestone in
1787 (see Gristmills). Also that year, the Virginia
legislature established a tobacco-inspection ware
house in the town (see Maysville Tobacco Ware
houses). Limestone is prominently featured on
maps from the 18th century, such as the map of
General Collot, a French explorer, printed in 1796.
Meriwether Lewis passed through Limestone in
the early fall of 1803 and recruited John Colter to
be part of the famous expedition to explore the
Louisiana Territory (see Lewis and Clark in
Northern Kentucky). The Bank of Limestone was
established in 1818. However, by then the name
Limestone was going out of common usage; the
town of Maysville was established on 100 acres in
December 1787 by the Virginia legislature. It was so
named because that land was owned by John May
along with Simon Kenton. Danieland Jacob Boone,
Thomas Brooks, Arthur Fox, Henry Lee, and
George Mefford were the first trustees.
Limestone Creek marked the area of original
settlement, but it later became a deterrent because

it stood in the way of development. The creek has
been rechanneled several times and now empties
into the Ohio River a short distance east of the

original inlet. Limestone St. in Maysville now oc
cupies the original site of the creek bed. Bridges
over Limestone Creek eventually tied the commu
nity together, and the eastern sections of the com
munity were annexed to Maysville. In 1940 the
Kehoe Viaduct (see James N. Kehoe) brought the
roadway away from the potential flooding of the
creek and separated the railway from the roadway.
This new channeling and earlier changes created
several pools of water that still stand in the city.
Today, the mouth of Limestone Creek empties
through an opening in the Ohio River floodwall at
Maysville, which was completed in the 1950s. Dur
ing high water, floodgates seal Limestone Creek
and pumps go into operation to empty Limestone

American schools opened in Covington. Until
1932 these schools were commonly known by ei
ther their street location or their church affiliation.

rules and regulations as govern other schools of
the city."
In response, the Covington Board of Educa
tion hired John S. McLeod, former principal at a
private school for African Americans, as the first
African American principal employed by the
Covington board. In September 1876, the school

In that year, after construction of the Lincoln
Grant School building at 844 Greenup St., the ele
mentary school was named Lincoln-Grant School,
and the high school, located in the same build
ing, was named William Grant High School. The
building that housed both elementary and high
schoolgrades was commonly called Lincoln-Grant

came known as the Madison Ave. School, with

School.
The names of the schools honored William L.

McLeod as principal and Arzelia Ross as the first
assistant. By this time, the First Baptist Church

Grant, a white businessman and former member

of the Covington City Council. When Grant de

had moved from Third St. to Robbins St., and this
school became known as the Robbins St. School,

cided to seek the Democratic nomination for Cov

with Constantia H. Taylor as teacher. In 1879

ington's seat in the Kentucky legislature, African
American education received a boost. Recogniz
ing the importance of the African American vote
and aware of the poor conditions in black schools,
he met with a few of the most prominent leaders of
the African American community: Isaac Black, a
Mr. Dixon, George Durgin, and Rev. Jacob Price.
Grant made a proposition: If African American
voters supported him and if he was elected, he
would have the city charter of Covington amended
to include a new provision to establish an African
American public school. Grant received the nomi
nation, and, as promised, the city's revised charter
created an African American school that opened
one year later, in 1876.
In March 1876, the Kentucky legislature spe

cifically mandated that the Covington Board of
Education, "out of funds in their hand, derived

by taxation under and by virtue of the City Ordi
nances of said City, be, and are hereby autho
rized and empowered to establish and maintain
schools for the colored children of the city in
such numbers and localities as in their judge
ment will furnish sufficient educational facilities

for the colored children of the city." It stipulated,

Creek into the swollen Ohio River.

The name Limestone has experienced a renais
sance of usage in the past few decades. Many busi
nesses and other entities have incorporated Lime
stone into their name. Limestone Landing was
reborn in 1992, with an opening in the floodwall, a
park, a dock, and a fishing pier; floodwall murals
followed that trace the early history of Limestone
and Maysville. Just as the landing attracted settlers
in the 1790s, the same spot today attracts visitors
and is a favorite for festivals and community
activities.

Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. Maysville, Kentucky:
From Past to Present in Pictures. Maysville, Ky:
Mason Co. Museum, 1983.

Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason
County. Lexington, Ky:Transylvania, 1936.
John Klee
LINCOLN-GRANT SCHOOL. Lincoln-Grant

was the last in a succession of public African

"Said schools shall be under the same control,

Lincoln-Grant School faculty, 1929.

housed in the Methodist church on Madison be

McLeod resigned and became a U.S. government
gauger.
The Robbins St. School closed in 1880 and was

replaced by one on land donated by William L.
Grant. First called the Seventh St. School, it opened
with 200 pupils, a new principal, Darius L. V. Mof.
fett, and two teachers, Hattie Todd and Clara

Grandstaff. In 1883, Samuel R. Singer became the
school's new principal and Darius Moffett was one
of its teachers. Singer was still principal in 1888
when a new 12-year school opened. It included a
high school, which the Board of Education named
William Grant High School after the businessman
who donated the land.

On June 21, 1889, William Grant High School
held its first graduation exercise. The two gradu
ates were Annie E. Price, daughter of prominent
minister Jacob Price, and Mary E. Allen. In 1894,
commencement was held at the Odd Fellows Hall

(see Independent Order of Odd Fellows) in
Covington. This graduation attracted a large and
enthusiastic audience. Board of Education presi
dent James A. Averdick's address was well re

ceived, and board superintendent W. C. Warfield
spoke also and presented diplomas.

LINCOLN-GRANT SCHOOL

The 1896 superintendent's annual report to the
Board of Education recommended prompt action
on the renting of schoolrooms as quickly as possible
in the southeastern part of the city. This was done
and relieved the crowded conditions at the Seventh

St. School. A result was expansion of the elemen
tary school into what was called the Sixth St. An
nex. On August 23, 1900, Singer was asked to resign
as the principal of William Grant High School and
Seventh St. Elementary School, and in September,
the board hired Frank L. Williams, a native of Lou

isville, to replace Singer. Williams, who was actively
involved in the community, was one of the found
ing members of the Progressive Building and
Loan Association. On June 19, 1908, the high
school's 19th annual commencement took place at
the public library auditorium. In July, Williams re
signed his position at the Seventh St. School and
accepted a similar position in St. Louis, Mo. The
next principal was William H. Fouse (see Eliza
beth B. Cook “Lizzie” Fouse), a native of Lex

ington. In May 1909, the name of the elementary
school was changed from Seventh St. School to Lin
coin School. A month later, Robert P. Johnson's

one-teacher school in Latonia was merged into the
Lincoln School. Johnson became a teacher at Lin

coln School and his students were picked up and
transported thereby car. William Fouse resigned as
principal in 1913 and was replaced by Robert L.
Yancey. In October 1914, a night school, serving
African American adults who had missed their op
portunity for an education earlier, opened at
Lincoln-Grant School. Some Campbell Co. stu
dents began attending Lincoln-Grant School after
the African American school in Southgate in
Campbell Co. closed in 1921. The elementary stu
dents there were sent to an African American grade
school in Newport, but the high school students
were sent to Lincoln-Grant in Covington. The
Newport school continued to pay $50 tuition an
nually per student until the 1955–1956 academic
year, when African American students from Camp
bell Co. finally began attending Newport High
School.

In 1925, the Covington Board of Education de
cided to builda new Lincoln-Grant School. Lincoln

Grant's principal, Robert Yancey, attended a special
board meeting to complain that only $100,000
would be spent on his new school, while $425,000
was earmarked for a white school. The board re

mained unchanged, and Yancey eventually resigned
in 1926. He was replaced by a teacher, Henry R.
Merry, who continued as principal until retiring in
1955.

In May 1929, during site selection for the new
African American school, the Julius Rosenwald

Foundation of Chicago, financer for several Afri
can American schools in rural Kentucky, became
involved. The preferred building site, on Greenup
St. between Ninth and Saratoga Sts., had seemed
too expensive. However, the foundation said it
would help finance the purchase and also buy
machine-shop and wood-shop equipment for the
school. Several hundred citizens attended a special
board meeting called to discuss site selection for
the new school. Businessman Charles E. Jones

presented a resolution from the Utopia Club show
ing that that organization favored the Ninth and
Greenup location; the same view was expressed by
the Covington Ministers Alliance and the William
Grant Alumni Association, represented by Hor
ace Sudduth. The board chose the site unani

mously, and the new Lincoln-Grant School, fi
nanced in part by the Julius Rosenwald Foundation
and costing $250,000, was dedicated on March 31,
1932. At the dedication, principal Henry R. Merry
was the speaker of record; former principal Robert
L. Yancey extended his greetings as well.
In 1927 Paul Redden came to William Grant

High School to teach physical education and to
coach football and basketball. His football teams
were undefeated and won the African American

Kentucky State Football Championship in 1929
and 1932, but football was dropped that year be
cause the school had no football field. Redden con
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hood schools in 1961. Some students were moved

from Lincoln-Grant to John G. Carlisle School, if

they lived in the Russell St. area. The Board of Edu
cation never mandated that African American high
school students attend Holmes High School until
William Grant High School was closed in 1965.
Lincoln-Grant School was integrated after it was re
named the Twelfth District School in 1967. In the

1970s, the integration of Covington Independent
Schools was finally complete, with the U.S. Depart
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare's encour

agement, through redistricting and the busing of
students.

The 1954 U.S. Supreme Court decision im
pacted the area of athletics also. William Grant
High School, which fielded only a basketball team,
was admitted to the Kentucky High School Ath
letic Association (KHSAA) in December 1956. For

tinued to coach basketball until he left to become

the remainder of that school year, the school was
permitted to remain in the Kentucky Negro Bas

head football coach at Knoxville (Tenn.) College in
1952. He had started a winning tradition in athlet

ketball Conference, which became defunct when
other African American teams were admitted to

ics at Lincoln-Grant that was extended into the

the KHSAA. In March 1957, William Grant High
School was eligible for the KHSAA district tourna

mid-1960s by coach James Brock.
Teachers at Lincoln-Grant stressed having a
well-rounded education and fostered a variety of
extracurricular activities. Dr. Clarence Cameron

White, the world-renowned African American op
era composer and director, visited Lincoln-Grant
in November 1938. He conducted several institutes

on music. To keep the community involved, a train
ing session was held in the evenings at Ninth St.
Baptist Church and at the First Baptist Church. The
training period resulted in a memorable public

concert featuring students and adults performing
African American spirituals.
Throughout the history of Lincoln-Grant

ment. In that tournament, their first, the school's

team won the 34th District championship and was
runner-up to the Ninth Region winner Dixie
Heights High School. In the eight years from
1957 to 1965, William Grant High School won four
regional championships and six district champi
onships; it was runner-up in the district once and
in the region twice. The basketball team has the
best winning percentage within the region.
After Henry R. Merry retired in 1955, having
served 30 years as principal, teacher Charles L. Lett
became principal. Lett resigned in 1964 and was
replaced by Matthew L. Mastin. It was during Mas

School, the Parent-Teachers Association encour

tin's tenure that Lincoln-Grant School was inte

aged academicexcellence and parental involvement.
So too did Lincoln-Grant faculty, whose qualifica
tions were considered grade "A" within the state.
Each teacher had at least a bachelor's degree, and
most held a master's degree or were continuing their
education through graduate study at leading uni
versities. After 1932, the school faculty continued to
improve, as did the graduation rates and the num
bers of graduates attending college. In the 1950s five
high school faculty members held master's degrees
or double master's degrees, and one had a PhD. The
school always received high marks from the South

grated, placed in the Covington school district sys

ern Association of Schools.

The Covington Board of Education took note of
the 1954 U.S. Supreme Court decision in Brown v.
Board of Education of Topeka at their July 1955
meeting. In May 1956, the local branch of the
NAACP sent a letter to superintendent Glenn O.
Swing concerning desegregation of the schools. In
1957 one African American student, Jessie Moore,

tem, and renamed Twelfth District School. Mastin

left the school in 1973, replaced by James K. Burns.
The school closed in 1976 and was later purchased
by the Northern Kentucky Community Center.
The Lincoln-Grant building became the William
H. Martin III Northern Kentucky Community
Center. Facing fiscal problems, the community
center was closed; it is currently vacant.
“Colored Graduates,” KP, June 22, 1894, 4.

"Colored Night School Opens,” KP, October 6, 1914, 1.
Crosby, Leconia Franklin. “A Study of Pupil Marks,
William Grant High School, Covington, Kentucky,
1918–1929," Master's thesis, Univ. of Cincinnati,
1929, 4–7.

“Famed Negro Composer Heads Music Institute,"
KP, November 30, 1938, 2.

Hargraves, William F. "Comparative Study of the Ed
ucational Effectiveness of the White and Negro
Schools of Covington, Kentucky," Master's thesis,
Miami Univ., 1935, 1–20.

attended Holmes High School. Covington Inde
pendent Schools were divided into districts, with
the exception of Lincoln-Grant School, and deseg
regation took place within the districts and on a
district-by-district basis. In 1959 African American
students living in Peaselburg (a section of Coving
ton) began attending Seventh District School; other
African Americans began attending their neighbor

Harris, Theodore H. H. "Creating Windows of Op
portunity: Isaac E. Black and the African Ameri
can Experience in Kentucky, 1848–1914,” RKHS
98, no.2(Spring2000): 155–77
— "Reader Traces Effort to Build First School for

Blacks,” KP, July 29, 1991,4K.
Jackson, Jewell Rebecca Smith. “A Proposed Course
of Study in Speech in William Grant High School,
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LINDEN GROVE CEMETERY

1860 included prominent leaders. P. S. Bush, Wil
liam Ernst, John W. Finnell, W. H. Gedge, and
Amos Shinkle. Some of them purchased unsold
lots to help pay for upkeep at the cemetery. In 1862
the board was requiring admission "tickets" to the
cemetery as an attempt to prevent rowdy behavior
on Sundays by young men. Over the years, people
desecrated grave makers with paint, left trash, and
broke into the mausoleums. In 1905 the city coun
cil of Covington voted to ban further burials, but

signage along roadways announcing the "Historic
Linden Grove Cemetery."

1843 and today consisting of 21 acres, Linden
Grove Cemetery in Covington is an invaluable

this action was later nullified. As a result of news

LINSTAEDT, HERSCHEL J. (b. 1909, New

paper publicity about neglect, citizens in 1928

public asset as well as the scenic burial site of pio
neers; political, civic, and business leaders; war

formed the Linden Grove Memorial Association,

port, Ky; d. December 28, 1966, Cincinnati, Ohio).
Herschel J. Linstaedt, a teacher of piano and organ,

which oversaw the paving of a central driveway,

was the son of Dr. William J. and Freda Aschen

grass and plant trimming, the planting of new
bushes and trees, and the resetting of grave mark
ers. But desecrations kept occurring. In April 1945
vandals upset almost 30 markers, and in October

back Linstaedt. His father was an optometrist.
Herschel grew up in Fort Thomas, graduated from
Highlands High School (1927), and studied at
the Cincinnati College of Music (now the Univer

1980 around 80 markers. From time to time, indi

sity of Cincinnati's College Conservatory of

Covington, Kentucky," Master's thesis, Univ. of
Cincinnati, 1945, 1–25.

Nordheim, Betty Lee. Echoes of the Past—A History

of the Covington Public School System. Coving
ton, Ky. Covington Independent Public Schools,
2002.

“To Dedicate New School," KP, March 31, 1932, 3.
Theodore H. H. Harris

LINDEN GROVE CEMETERY. Dedicated in

veterans; and hundreds of other citizens. It began
when the board of the Western Baptist Theo
logical Institute of Cincinnati, which had pur
chased some 350 acres south of Covington, estab
lished a new public cemetery for the growing city
of Covington on part of that acreage.
The earliest known reference to a burying
ground in Covington is dated January 11, 1823. It
noted existing burials west of the original town at
Sixth and Craig Sts. on property purchased by local
pioneer Thomas Kennedy. Development soon
crowded around this cemetery, making it obsolete.
In 1872 city planners decided to move the remains
buried at this cemetery to Highland Cemetery in
Fort Mitchell, Linden Grove Cemetery, or other
places chosen by the families of the deceased. Before
long, however, residential development crowded
Linden Grove Cemetery as well.
In 1998 George C. Dreyer published two vol
umes—a difficult compilation—that reviewed the
cemetery's mishandled records and cataloged the
burials at Linden Grove Cemetery. According to
Dreyer, the cemetery's original name was
Cincinnati-Covington Cemetery before it was
changed to Linden Grove Cemetery. At least 34
tombstones in the cemetery date from before 1835.
On May 1, 1858, the Covington Journal listed the
numbers of interments at Linden Grove Cemetery
from 1845 through March 31, 1858. The total was
2,086, and it included 880 children younger than
age six, 112 of whom had died of cholera in the four
years beginning in 1849. Nineteen children had
died of smallpox in 1849–1850. But Dreyer found
only 91 of the numbers mentioned in this article
listed in the cemetery's records. Nearly 2,000 rec
ords were missing.
Linden Grove Cemetery once extended from
about Holman St. to Willow Run Creek, but over

seers of the cemetery sold land on its western end
for city street development. In 1849 some original
trustees of the Western Baptist Theological Insti
tute, Cave Johnson, Samuel Lynd, John Stevens,
and Henry Wingate, became overseers of Linden
Grove Cemetery. Some of the cemetery's disrupted
burial records date back to the dividing of semi
nary assets and sales of assets to the Baptist Educa
tional Society at Georgetown, Ky., in 1848 and to
Northern Baptists at the Fairmont Theological
Seminary of Ohio in 1855.
Even before the Civil War, lack of upkeep and
vandalism became concerns at the Covington
cemetery. The Linden Grove Cemetery board in

viduals and groups volunteered to clean up the
cemetery, but such efforts were never long-lasting.
In 1870 about 200 people commemorated a sec
tion of Confederate soldier grave sites in Linden
Grove Cemetery. Decorating both Union and Con
federate soldiers graves became an annual Memo
rial Day event that at least once drew a crowd of
more than 1,000 and included music and speeches.
In 1912 the federal government provided $200,000
for the marking of Confederate prisoner-of-war
graves nationwide, including 10 graves at Linden
Grove Cemetery. In the 1930s, Spanish-American
War veterans began commemorating Civil War
soldiers, while also setting a plaque and recogniz
ing deceased veterans of the Spanish-American
War. In 1953 an American Legion postbrought for
mer vice president Alben W. Barkley to the ceme
tery for a Memorial Day address. The post also
sponsored a commemorative marker for Civil War
veterans. Updated plats of the cemetery show a sec
tion of Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) Civil
War burials. Section 25 was marked for African

Dreyer, George C. Linden Grove Cemetery, 2 vols.
Covington, Ky. Kenton Co. Historical Society,
1998.

Reis, Jim. "Monument to Our Past, Covington Cem

etery off the Beaten Path but Rich with History."
KP May 31, 1999,4K.
John Boh

Music), where his mentors were Leon Conus and the
world-renowned Albino Gorno. He went to New

York City to study with Conrad van Bos, the famed
voice coach and accompanist. Linstaedt became a
popular teacher of piano and organ throughout
Greater Cincinnati and was often invited to perform
with celebrated musical visitors to the area. He

taught at his home on W. Southgate Ave. in Fort
Thomas, at a private studio on W. Fourth St. in Cin
cinnati, and at his alma mater, the College of Music.
Formany years he was the organist at Christ Church
in Fort Thomas. At age 57 in 1966, he collapsed dur
ing lunch at a College Hill restaurant, apparently
from a heart attack, and died at Good Samaritan

Hospital in Cincinnati. Linstaedt was buried at Ev
ergreen Cemetery in Southgate. He was a veteran of
World War II.

“Herschel Linstaedt, 57, Collapses in Restaurant," CE,
December 29, 1966, 18.

“Music Teacher, Pianist Dies," CP, December 29,
1966, 14.

Ohio Death Certificate No.93888, for the year 1966.

American burials.

People well known in local history are interred
in Linden Grove. The body of Thomas Kennedy
(1795–1869), owner of the farm where the original
town of Covington developed, was moved from
the Craig St. burying grounds to Linden Grove.

LIONEL FLYING FIELD. The Lionel Flying
Field in Edgewood, with its grass runway, was
thought to be the future of aviation in Northern
Kentucky when it formally opened on Sunday,
May 4, 1930, with 1,500 spectators in attendance.

B. F. Howard, founder of the African American

The new airfield sat on 11 acres situated on the west

Elks, lies at Linden Grove Cemetery. So do U.S.
congressman and judge William E. Arthur, in
dustrialist Alexander Greer, and U.S. congressman
William Wright Southgate. In 1910 public offices

side of Dudley Pike, between the present site of
President's Park and Turkeyfoot Rd., across the
road from the Summit Hills Golf and Country

closed and children were excused from school for

The field's name honored Lionel E. Stephenson,
who, with his partners, leased the property for
$12,000 per year. The land was owned by J. Stanley
Durrelland F.W. Belberbe. Stephenson (1897–1968),
a native of Covington, built a nationally recognized
career around aviation and aeronautics. Previously,
he had worked for the Triangle Parachute Company
in Cincinnati as a parachute tester. He frequently
competed around the Midwest as a barnstorming
parachute jumper. Through the Lionel Flying Ser
vice, which Stephenson had established and of
which he was president, he trained student pilots
and offered charter flights and parachute jumps at
the field's airport.

the interment, attended by hundreds, ofCovington
born statesman John G. Carlisle and his wife

Mary Jane at Linden Grove Cemetery. Besideshold
inglocal and state offices, he had been a U.S. Speaker
of the House, a U.S.senator, and the U.S. Secretary of
the Treasury.
In recent years, the Kenton Co. Fiscal Court and
the City of Covington began implementing a list of
capital improvements at the cemetery: new fencing,
cleanup, marker work, improved drainage, land
scaping, restoration of the caretaker's house, and re
location of the entrance from Holman St. to the

more accessible 13th St. In addition, the city placed

Club.

LIPPERT, LEON

The Lionel Flying Field lasted barely one year.
In its short history, it provided entertainment for
community celebrations, through stunt shows and
aerial parades. More importantly, the airfield was
an attraction that lured new residents to Edge
wood. An advertising campaign encouraged peo
ple to visit the new Edgewood subdivision devel
opment when they attended events at the Lionel
Flying Field.
During the 1940s, Stephenson worked for the
federal government at Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base in Fairborn, Ohio. Later Stephenson, who was
also an artist, owned and operated several printing
companies in Covington for 30 years. He died in
1968. His airfield at one time, along with the Cres
cent Air Park in Crescent Springs and Boyer Field
in Ross, marked the beginnings of general aviation
in Northern Kentucky before the opening of the
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International
Airport in Boone Co.

February 1955. Fundraising activities have been
varied. The Northern Kentucky clubs sponsored an
annual Mile-of-Dimes campaign, often with the
slogan "Give That Others Might See." This cam
paign featured"tag days" in downtown areas, where
volunteers manning booths accepted donations
and gave tags in return. In schools, the clubs dis
tributed cardboard holders with slots for the place
ment of dimes so that young children could become
involved. The Covington Lions Club, and later Lud
low's chapter, sponsored an annual Turtle Derby,
and the Erlanger Lions Club began an annual car
nival in 1946. In 1954 the Erlanger Lions purchased
property on Commonwealth Ave. in Erlanger as
the site for their carnival, and they held it there
through 1961. In 1958 members of the Erlanger
club were instrumental in establishing the Triple
“E” Swim Club, the first community swim club in
Northern Kentucky. Erlanger Lions Park, on 27
acres on Sunset Ave. in Florence, is the current
home of the Lions Club.
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studio in 1889 and maintained a downtown studio

at various addresses for the next 58 years, painting
mostly in oils or pastels. His brush styles ranged
from academic realism to strong American im
pressionism. He deviated briefly from his career in
1897–1900, when he partnered with entrepreneur
Charles G. Cox to form the Reliable Art Company
in Cincinnati at 621 Main St. Success in producing
crayon portraits, sold from six wagons and pro
duced with the aid of a staff of 40, brought prosper
ity to the Lipperts and their children, Elsie, Ray
mond, and Ralph. Lippert attended the Life Classes
of Frank Duveneck faithfully for nearly 20 years
and was active in the Cincinnati Art Club as a di

rector (1905), vice president (1922), and ultimately
an honorary life member (1938). Periodically, he
supplemented his income through commercial art
for use in advertising, most of which depicted fe
males attired in 1920s-era finery or American In
dian costumes. Numerous pupils apprenticed in
his art studio.

"Contract of Leasehold," Kenton Co. Courthouse

Records, Covington, Ky.
“Crowd Thrilled: Stunt Fliers Do Their Stuff as New

Field Opens," KP, May 5, 1930, 2.
“Lionel Stephenson, Artist-Aviator," KE, February 10,
1968, 20.

“Seeks Honors at Air Show," KP, August 30, 1931, 1.

Northern Kentucky chapters of Lions Clubs In
ternational now operate in the following places, es
tablished in the years indicated: Alexandria (1965),
Bellevue (1957), Brooksville (1940), Butler (1945),

Carrollton (1987), Corinth (1948), Covington–
Kenton Co. (1940), Erlanger (1945), Falmouth
(1966), Florence (1952), Fort Thomas (1940), Hebron

Steven D. Jaeger
LIONS CLUBS. As members of Lions Clubs In

ternational, Northern Kentucky's Lions chapters
share in the mission "to serve their communities,

meet humanitarian needs, encourage peace and
promote international understanding." In 1917
Melvin Jones, a Chicago businessman, convened a
group of business clubs interested in supporting
unselfish causes. Before this time, many such clubs
were primarily interested in the betterment of their
own members. The Lions were subsequently orga
nized, and chapters opened quickly nationwide
and throughout the world. In 1925 Helen Keller
addressed the international convention of the Li

ons in Cedar Point, Ohio, asking them to adopt
work on behalf of the blind and visually im
paired. They accepted the challenge and have be
come known for their philanthropy in this area, as
well as their programs for the disabled, the deaf
and hearing-impaired, youth, and the environ
ment. They also sponsor diabetes education and
provide international disaster relief. Lions mem
bership numbers 1.3 million men and women in
45,000 clubs, which are located in 202 nations.

The oldest Lions Club in Northern Kentucky is
the Maysville one, established in 1929. By the 1940s
additional chapters had been organized in Brooks
ville, Butler, Corinth, Covington, Dayton, Erlanger,
Fort Thomas, Newport, Owenton, and Warsaw.
From the earliest days, Lions Clubs benevolence in
behalf of eyesight has ranged from sponsoring
visual-screening programs for schoolchildren, to
buying glasses and paying for cataract surgery for
persons unable to do so, to purchasing and training
seeing-eye dogs. The Lions Clubs also funded sight
saving classes for the visually impaired at Coving
ton's 10th District School, a program started in

(1956), Independence (1981), Lewisburg–Mill Creek
(1966), Mayslick (1959), Maysville (1929), Orange
burg (1988), Owenton (1945), Sardis (1986), Taylor
Mill (1961), Warsaw (1946), and Washington (1960).
Clubs existed earlier in Bellevue, Dayton, Fort
Mitchell, Ludlow, and Newport.
"Covington Lions Club to Receive Its Charter," KP
November 15, 1940, 1.

Lions Clubs International. www.lionsclubs.org/EN/
index.shtml (accessed September 5, 2008).

“Lions Clubs of Northern Kentucky Launch Annual
Mile-of-Dimes Campaign," KP December 5,
1945, 1.

Local history vertical files, Kenton Co. Public Library,
Covington, Ky.
Reis, Jim. “Festive Challenges: Lions Overcome Ups

and Downs to Continue Their Money-Making
Carnival,” KP, July 16, 1984, 8K.
“Sight-Saving Work Outlined for Lions,” KP, March
5, 1955, 1.
Paul A. Tenkotte

Lippert's first important painting commission
(1904–1908), for the Loyal Legion, was to create
portraits of Union Army officers who had Ohio
connections. The most famous of these is a portrait
of Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, now hanging with others
in the series at Lincoln Memorial University in
Harrogate,Tenn. Lippert painted portraits of many
notable persons on both sides of the Ohio River and
from 1915 to 1930 painted members of the promi
nent Wagner and Thedieck families in Sidney,
Ohio. Independently, he painted from photo
graphic sources U.S. presidents George Washing
ton, Abraham Lincoln, Theodore and Franklin D.

Roosevelt, and all the Ohio-born presidents. Com
missions to portray religious subjects and clerics
for the Diocese of Covington (see Roman Catho
lics) were undertaken during the 1930s, culminat
ing in an assignment to paint the entire line of Cov
ington bishops, a task Lippert completed during
the last four years of his life. In his final decade of
work as a painter, he produced mostly landscapes
and flower paintings in addition to some portraits
and religious works.
Lippert regularly received mural commissions
from churches and commercial establishments.

Extant examples of such works in Northern Ken
tucky include two 9-by-5-foot canvases (1915) that
were removed from the Corpus Christi Catholic

LIPPERT, LEON (b. March 15, 1863, Sailauf, Ger

many; d. June 27, 1947, Newport, Ky). Born Leonard
Lippert, this portrait painter was the youngest son
of Johann and Anna Maria Bergmann Leonard Lip
pert. He left his life as a poor shepherd boy in Ger
many and sailed for the United States in 1880 to
pursue a career in fine art. He settled in the Cincin

Church in Newport on the closing of that church.
The murals were restored and reinstalled at Holy
Spirit Parish in St. Stephen Church on Washing
ton St. in Newport. In addition, there are three large
sanctuary murals at St. Joseph Catholic Church,
Camp Springs, Ky. (1917), and 36 Gospel narrative
scenes in Sacred Heart Catholic Church (now

nati area in 1885 and later, for a short time, resided
with relatives at John's Hill (modern Wilder) in

Divine Mercy Parish), Bellevue (1924). The St.Ste
phen Church was Lippert's own parish, where he

Campbell Co. He was living in Sedamsville, Ohio,

was married and where his funeral was conducted.

when he met his future wife, Wilhelmina Miller. At

There in the church he attended hang colorful Sta
tions of the Cross that he painted on copper for the
dedication of the parish's new church in 1938. Ear
lier Stations of the Cross at Corpus Christi Church

that time Lippert worked as a cooper by day and
studied evenings at the Art Academy of Cincinnati.
He moved to Newport, married in 1890, and resided
in Newport the rest of his life.
Possessing a natural talent for drawing faces,
Leon Lippert opened his first Cincinnati portrait

and at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church,

John's Hill, Ky., credited to Lippert, have been lost,
as have been murals in the Cincinnati churches

556

LITERATURE

Blessed Sacrament and St. Augustine. Murals for
the dome of Longview Hospital in the Bond Hill

region. The one distinctive subject offiction writers
of the region has been life along and on the Ohio

area of Cincinnati and a wall mural titled Protec

River,

tion in the lobby of the Central Savings Bank and
Trust Co. at Eighth and Monmouth Sts. in New
port were lost in reconstruction. English hunting

Journalists

scenes on the walls of downtown Cincinnati's

Wiggins Tavern were mostly saved, however, as
was a mural Washington's Reception from the
Cricket Tavern, moved by the Elsaesser family to
the reception hall called The Farm in their Ander
son Ferry Rd. restaurant.
Two Lippert canvases are in the Cincinnati Art
Museum: Young Apprentice (a portrait of John
Kohl), signed and dated 1907, and Fountain
Square 1929. His notable posthumous portrait of
Frank Duveneck is featured with other pieces in
the Cathedral Museum in Covington. Lippert died
at his Newport home, 658 Nelson Pl, in 1947 and
was buried at St. Stephen Cemetery, Fort Thomas.
In 2007 a Lippert painting of Christ, which
originally adorned Corpus Christi Church in
Newport and was thought to have been destroyed,
was found at St. Cecilia Catholic Church in In

dependence. It was restored and now hangs in that
church's sanctuary.
Ader, Mary. “Tending Flower Garden and Long Walks

Hobbies of Prominent Portrait Painter." CTS, Sep

Some of the influential and noteworthy editors, re
porters, and writers who have lived and worked in
the Northern Kentucky region have achieved na
tional reputations. Among the most prominent
was Clay Wade Bailey, affiliated with the Ken
tucky Post, who has been called the “dean of Ken
tucky journalists." Bailey covered Kentucky state
government and was well known to everyone in
the state capitol. One of the bridges across the Ohio
River from Covington to Cincinnati was named
for him. Judy Clabes, former editor of the Ken
tucky Post and now CEO of the Scripps Howard
Foundation, is a Northern Kentucky citizen with a
long list of civic involvements, including being a
founding member of Forward Quest and a mem
ber of the Governor's Task Force on the Economic

Status of Women. Other well-known journalists
affiliated with the Kentucky Post have been Gil
bert W. Kingsbury, who also reported for radio
station WLW and was a news correspondent in
Washington, D.C., and Craig M. Brown, a col
umnist for the paper. Nick Clooney, a Maysville
native and a current resident of Augusta, has been
one of the most famous recent columnists for the

tember 5, 1932, 3.

Alexander, Mary L. “The Week in Art Circles,” CE,
April 14, 1935, sec. 3, p. 6.
Lippert, Thomas J. Leon Lippert: Rediscovering the
Art and the Man. Cincinnati: ArtLeaf, 2001.

“A Page of Portraits by the Cincinnati Artist, Leon
Lippert,” CC, January 15, 1922, Gravure sec, 2.
Prichard, Vicki. “A Lippert Original: Valuable Paint
ing Restored, Returned to Church Sanctuary.” KP.
October 16, 2007, 1A.

Thomas J. Lippert

Cincinnati Post. Clooney, of course, is also well
known in radio and television. Northern Kentucky
resident Brady F. Black, a Pulitzer Prize juror,
was an editor of the Cincinnati Enquirer Robert
S. Allen, a journalism partner of Drew Pearson,
achieved a national reputation as a political investi
gative journalist. Allen and Pearson wrote exposés
of the Washington scene in the New Deal-era col
umn Washington Merry-Go-Round. With Pear
son, Allen also coauthored two works about the U.S.

Supreme Court, Nine Old Men (1936) and Old

Daily Independent merged with the Ledger in
1968, Comer became the editor of the Maysville
Ledger Independent.
Other famous journalists with Northern Ken
tucky connections have been Mary Cabell Rich
ardson, a reporter for the Cincinnati Commer
cial Times, and another poet, Forceythe Willson,
who was an editorial writer for the Louisville

Journal.
Writers of Nonfiction Books
Other nonfiction writers have also contributed to

the literary scene in Northern Kentucky. Among
those who have achieved prominence is Judge Lewis
Collins, mentioned above in connection with the

newspaper industry. Collins stands out as an emi
nent man of letters. In 1847 he published Historical
Sketches of Kentucky, which was based on the ma
terials of his brother-in-law Henry Perviance Peers,
who died before he could finalize his work. Histori

cal Sketches was revised and republished in 1874 by
Collins's son Richard. Judge Collins's history was
considered the most complete history of the state at
the time of its publication and is invaluable to mod
ern historians (it is referenced in the Encyclopedia
Britannica online as a major source of Kentucky
history).
Covington's Daniel Carter Beard, after whom
another one of the bridges spanning the Ohio River
between Kentucky and Ohio is named, is best
known as the founder of the Boy Scouts of Amer
ica. His reference guide for that organization (and its
forerunner the Sons of Daniel Boone) was The

American Boys' Handy Book. Beard's sisters Lina
and Adelia Beard wrote The American Girls'

Handy Book.
Civil War veteran Alfred Cobb, author of

Liffy Leman; or, Thirty Years in the Wilderness,
wrote colorful stories about life in 19th-century
Owen Co. and Northern Kentucky. One of his
most interesting accounts concerns the Ohio River

LITERATURE. Northern Kentucky has had an
active and prolific literary tradition, beginning in
the early 19th century. Numerous newspaper edi
tors and journalists; other nonfiction writers; writ

Men at the Crossroads (1937).
Several creative writers and nonfiction writers

collision of the steamboats United States, on

were also associated with the field of journalism.
Perhaps best known as a novelist, Ben Lucien

which Cobb was a passenger, and America. Novel
ist and motion-picture writer and director Eliza

ers associated with the radio, television andmotion

Burman was also an editor of the Cincinnati

beth Pickett Chevalier was, in addition, the au

picture industries; poets; and novelists have lived
and worked in the region. In addition, several na
tionally known writers have passed through the

Times-Star. George Elliston, well known for her
poetry and encouragement of poetry writing, be
gan her career as a writer for the Kentucky Times
Star newspaper, later becoming its society editor.
She was also a reporter for the Cincinnati Times

thor of the nonfiction works History of Red Cross
Nursing and The American National Red Cross:
Its Origin, Purposes, and Service. G. Glenn
Clift wrote History of Maysville and Mason
County and other historical works. George Dal
las Mosgrove, author of Kentucky Cavaliers in

area at some time in their lives or have had some

connection with the area; examples are Mark
Twain, Harriette Simpson Arnow, Walter Te
vis, and Ed McClanahan (Tevis and McClanahan

both taught at Northern Kentucky University).
Harriet Beecher Stowe received inspiration for her
bestseller Uncle Tom's Cabin by visiting the
Maysville-area home of Marshall Key in Mason
Co. (see Harriet Beecher Stowe Slavery to Free
dom. Museum). Toni Morrison utilized the North

Star.

Maysville has had a remarkable number of men
and women in the journalism and editing field, be
ginning with Judge Lewis Collins, who became
the editor and publisher of the Maysville Eagle in
1820, a position he held for more than 20 years.
Collins was also the author of the highly acclaimed
Historical Sketches of Kentucky (1847). His son

ern Kentucky setting and the true story of Marga

Richard Collins followed after his father as editor

ret Garner for her novel Beloved. Northern

ofthe Maysville Eagle and revised and republished
his father's famous history. Henry T. Stanton, a
veteran of the Civil War, edited the Maysville
Bulletin (Stanton was also a poet). Martha Pur
don Comer, a lifelong resident of Maysville, began
her career with the Daily Independent, which was
edited by her brother J. Clifford Purdon. When the

Kentucky, unlike Appalachian Eastern Kentucky,
the Central Bluegrass, or the Western Pennyrile,
has not produced a distinctively regional literature
but a literature eclectic in subject matter, style, and
genre. No single subject, like coal mining, farming
or horse racing, has dominated the literature of the

Dixie, and Craig M. Brown, author of the contro
versial Caketown USA about Fort Thomas, were
also well-known nonfiction writers of Northern

Kentucky.
Several writers are known for their biographi
cal, autobiographical, and personal writings. Re
garded as an exemplar of genealogical and family
history writing is Anna Virginia Parker's The
Sanders Family of Grass Hills (1966). Sue Ham
ilton Jewell's The Sun Shines Bright (1952) con
tains autobiography, history, and biography and
recounts traditions of life in the 1890s. School

teacher and librarian Berniece Terry Hiser of
Walton, a graduate of Berea College, is the author
of a collection of local traditions and folklore enti

LITTLETON, ROBERT

tled Quare Do's in Appalachia: East Kentucky
Legends and Memorats, her first book, published
when she was age 70. Hiser also published a chil
dren's book set in Kentucky during the Civil War,
The Adventure of Charlie and His Wheat-Straw
Hat. Dr. Darrell Richardson, a Baptist minister
in the area(at one time pastor of the Fort Mitchell
Baptist Church), was also a prolific writer on
many subjects. Among his best-known nonfiction
works are Max Brand: The Man and His Work,

Counseling in Times of Crisis, and A Christian
Facing a World of Change. Like many other liter
ary figures in the area, Richardson was very pub
licly engaged and held positions in many local
church and civic organizations. In the 1950s, for
example, he was one of the leaders in the move
ment to eradicate gambling and the crime syndi
cates in Northern Kentucky.

Maysville native Henry T. Stanton; Forceythe Will
son; Eleanor Duncan Wood, whose poem "In
Memoriam" is engraved on the side of the Memo
rial Building at the University of Kentucky, Julia
Dinsmore, of the prominent Dinsmore family;
William Whiteman Fosdick, editor of the liter

ary journal the Sketch Club, Newport school
teacher Margaret Estes; Annette Cornell, who
also published a magazine of poetry; Myrtle Stick
rath Jessup, Dorothy Ladd, Ninona Miller;
Helen Truesdell, Rena Lusby Yancey, Clement
M. Byrne, and Mary L. Mitchell Cady. A unique
poet and publisher in the area is Gray Zeitz of
Owen Co., whose Larkspur Press publishes hand
made limited-edition chapbooks. Zeitz has pub
lished the work of major Kentucky writers, includ
ing Wendell Berry, Gurney Norman, Bobbie Ann
Mason, Guy Davenport, Richard Taylor, and James
Baker Hall.
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Newport and later Fort Thomas, was the author of
several novels, including A Crack in the Sidewalk,
a story about hill people from Eastern Kentucky liv
ing in Newport in the 1950s. Contemporary writer
Barbara Paul of Maysville has written 24 novels
thus far in the science fiction, mystery, and detective
genres. Jack Kerley is a suspense-thriller author,
while Sheila Williams is a writer of popular ro
mance. Northern Kentucky University graduate
David Mack, writer and illustrator of the Kabuki

series of graphic novels, is internationally known.
Noe, J.T. Cotton, ed. A Brief Anthology of Kentucky
Poetry: Selections of Poetry Written by Ninety
Three Persons Closely Identified with Kentucky,

Most of Them Native Born. Lexington: Univ. of
Kentucky Department of Extension, 1936.
Townsend, John Wilson. Kentucky in American Let
ters, 1784–1912. Cedar Rapids, Iowa: Torch Press,
1913.

Ward, William S. A Literary History of Kentucky.

Radio, Television, and Movie Writers

Knoxville: Univ. of Tennessee Press, 1988.

Writers for radio, television and motion pictures
have included Craig M. Brown, a scriptwriter for

Writers of Fiction

Fiction writers of Northern Kentucky have been
diverse in their subjects and genres, ranging from

Danny Miller

Chevalier, a motion-picture writer and director

historical novels, adventure novels, science fiction,

LITTLETON, ROBERT (b. October 1850, Ten

who worked for Fox and Paramount Studios, and

and suspense thrillers to children's and young
adult fiction, graphic novels, and "chick lit” novels.
The subject of life along the Ohio River is exempli
fied by one of the region's best-known novelists,
Ben Lucien Burman. A graduate of Holmes High

television, the aforementioned Elizabeth Pickett

Poets

boat Round the Bend (1933), which was made into

Among the best known of the poets in Northern
Kentucky who have achieved local fame is George
Elliston, a graduate of the old Covington High
School. Elliston was the society editor for the Ken
tucky Times-Star as well as writing poetry and
promoting the writing of poetry as the editor of The
Gypsy: A Poetry Magazine. Her most famous
book of poems was Cargoes: Poems for Poets and
Those Who Love Poetry. Through the George El
liston Poetry Foundation, which she established at
the University of Cincinnati, the university spon
sors a visiting poet each year and supports the
George Elliston Poetry Room. George Cutter, a
lawyer who came to Covington in 1840 and soon
became the captain of a company during the Mexi
can War, was also a well-known poet during the
first half of the 19th century. Among his most fa
mous poems are “Buena Vista” and “The Song of
Steam," which extols the rise of steam technology in
the 1820s and 1830s. Another poet of the early 19th
century was Mary E. Wilson Betts of Maysville,
whose poem "A Kentuckian Kneels to None but
God" became an inspiration to Kentuckians dur
ing the Spanish-American War. Other poets in the

a motion picture starring Will Rogers, and his other

nessee; d. July 27, 1909, Newport, Ky). Robert Lit
tleton spent most of his life in Newport, where he
was one of the leading African American figures
for more than 35 years. He married Josephine
Smith of Covington on September 15, 1884; they
raised two daughters and a son. In November 1872,
Robert Littleton was involved in the organization
of the Corinthian Baptist Church, located in
Newporton Roberts St. In February 1873, Littleton,
Rev. Dennis Lightfoot, Washington Rippleton,
and a delegation from Newport attended the Col

humorous Catfish Bend stories. As renowned in the

ored Education Convention held in Louisville,

area as Burman was John Uri Lloyd, best known
for his Stringtown books, set in late-19th-century
and early-20th-century Florence, Ky., which is the
Stringtown of the books' titles. Some of the most fa
mous of them are Stringtown on the Pike (1900),
Warwick of the Knobs (1901), and Felix Moses:
The Beloved Jew of Stringtown (1930). Lloyd, after
whom Lloyd Memorial High School was named,

where attendees were informed of the proposed
new state law that would allow for public schools
and the other Newport delegates took the next step
by encouraging the Newport Board of Education to
include African American children in their plans
for new schools. The delegation's efforts resulted in
the establishment of the Southgate St. School in

was also the author of a fantasy-science fiction

Newport.

novel, Etidorhpa; or, The End of the Earth (1895),

Littleton, along with his close friend Ripple
ton, became involved in Republican politics in
Campbell Co. during the 1890s. In August 1891,
Littleton, Rippleton, and a group of other black
Republicans from Campbell Co. formed the first
Republican League Club, Littleton was one of five
people to serve on its executive committee. In
March 1892, when the league elected new officers
for the ensuing year, Robert Littleton was chosen
as secretary. At this time the league had 80 mem
bers. In May 1894 the African American Republi
can League Club was renamed the Crispus At

Mary Wood, a writer for the Cincinnati Post who
also wrote soap operas for the WLW radio station.
Local celebrity Nick Clooney had a long career in
radio and television in addition to his newspaper
column in the Cincinnati Post. Jean Shepherd is
known for his screenplay A Christmas Story,
which has become a popular Christmas classic.

School and a World War I veteran, Burman was

called “the new Mark Twain" because of his many
books about the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers.

Among these are his most famous work, Steam

area include Frank E. Schoolfield, called the

"poet laureate of Northern Kentucky", Daniel
Henry Holmes Jr., praised as one of Kentucky's
"finestlyric poets" by John Wilson Townsend in his
Kentuckians in History and Literature; newspa
per reporter Mary Cabell Richardson, actively in
volved in the Daughters of the American Revo
lution and in Trinity Episcopal Church;

his first novel, written in the vein of Jules Verne and
H. G. Wells.

Journalist and motion-picture director and
writer Elizabeth Pickett Chevalier achieved a na

tional readership with her novel Drivin' Woman,
which covers the 50 years after the Civil War in the
life of heroine America Moncure. Popular in his
day was Robert F. Schulkers, a writer for the
Cincinnati Enquirerbut best known for his young
adult series centered around the character of Seck

atary Hawkins and the Fair and Square Club with
its rules of morality, decency, and honesty.
Novelist and poet Hollis Summers was an En
glish teacher at Holmes High School. When he later
taught English at the University of Kentucky, Sum
mers and his colleague Robert Hazel were influen
tial in the development of writers Wendell Berry,
Bobbie Ann Mason, Gurney Norman, Ed McCla
nahan, and James Baker Hall. Ruth Wolff a gradu
ate of Newport High School and a resident of

for black children. After the convention, Littleton

tucks Club.

In 1882 Littleton was employed by the Cincin
nati and Newport Iron and Pipe Company. His
family continued to attend the Corinthian Baptist
Church and his children went to the Southgate St.
School. From 1888 until his death in 1909, Little

ton and his family lived at 837 Putnam St. Littleton
died at age 59 and was buried in Evergreen Ceme
tery in Southgate.
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LITTLE TURTLE (MISHIKINAKWA)

Annual Report of Board of Education of Newport,
Kentucky. Newport: Newport Printing, 1873.
“Colored Club," KJ, May 25, 1894, 6.

“The Colored League," KJ, March 4, 1892,4.
“First in the State," KJ, August 13, 1891, 5.

“Newport Briefs,” CE, August 2, 1909, 3.
Theodore H. H. Harris

In 1794 a newly raised and trained American
army, under the direction of Gen. “Mad” Anthony
Wayne, set out from Fort Washington to vanquish
the Algonquians. Little Turtle, realizing that this
time he was up against a competent foe with supe
rior arms, urged the tribes to sue for peace. But
Little Turtle's proposal for peace was defeated in
council, and Chief Blue Jacket of the Shawnees was

LITTLE TURTLE (MISHIKINAKWA) (b.

1747, Miami Nation; d. July 14, 1812, Fort Wayne,
Ind.). Mishikinakwa, or Little Turtle, as the early
Europeans knew him, was the son of Chief Mi
shikinakwa, who signed the 1748 Treaty of Lan
caster in Pennsylvania (see American Indians).
That treaty led to the relocation of various Algon
quian tribes into the Ohio Territory. Little Turtle, a
Miami Indian war chief and political leader him
self, became a leader in the Miami tribe during the
Revolutionary War. He led the resistance of the
Algonquian tribes against American settlement
within the Old Northwest Territory in the period
from 1780 until 1795, conducting offensive and de
fensive operations north of the Ohio River and dis
patching raids south oftheriver. In 1780 Little Turtle
won his battle of note when he led a war party that
defeated a French force, operating in support of the
American colonists, under the command of Augus
tin Mottin de La Balme near present-day Fort
Wayne.
After the Revolutionary War, Great Britain
transferred the Old Northwest Territory to U.S. ju
risdiction via the 1783 Treaty of Paris. The U.S. gov
ernment, as a result, viewed the Old Northwest Ter

ritory as ceded land open for settlement. The
Algonquian tribes, however, rejected this interpre
tation of the Treaty of Paris. The result was a low
intensity guerrilla war of the Miamis and their al
lies against the European settlers. It soon escalated
into full warfare.

In response to complaints from settlers within
Kentucky, Virginia, and the Old Northwest Terri
tory, the U.S. Congress authorized President
George Washington in 1789 to organize an army,
consisting of many Kentuckians, including
Northern Kentuckians, to pacify the Algonquian
tribes. In 1790 Gen. Josiah Harmar led an Ameri

can army, much of which had been assembled in
Covington, north from Fort Washington (Cincin
nati) to crush the Miami and other tribes of the
Great Miami River basin. After an initial success

ful attack on the village of Kekionga, Harmar and
his troops were led into an ambush orchestrated
by the masterful Little Turtle. Harmar lost 183

appointed war chief of the tribes. Little Turtle's ob
servation of the capability of General Wayne's
troops was proved correct, as Blue Jacket lost to
Wayne at the Battle of Fallen Timbers on August
20, 1794.
Little Turtle was now called forth to be the Al

gonquians' principal negotiator with Wayne at a
peace conference held near present-day Greenville,
Ohio. During the negotiations Little Turtle had
entered into the treaty's documentation various
claims by the Miamis for land in the Old North
west Territory. The U.S. government later recog
nized these claims as valid statements of Miami

ownership and provided land-transfer compensa
tion. However, the result of the Treaty of Green
ville, signed on August 3, 1795, was that the Algon
quians surrendered their claim to land in much of
present-day Ohio and Indiana.
After the signing of the Treaty of Greenville,
Little Turtle settled with his family near Fort
Wayne. He soon lost credit with his tribe, but he
was still recognized by the United States as the
chief of the Miami tribe. In 1803, 1804, 1805, and

1809, Little Turtle signed treaties with the United
States, giving up most of the land claimed by the
Miami Indians in the Old Northwest Territory.
He placed his name on these treaties as carrying
out the will of the Miami Indians, without con

sulting with the tribal council or receiving its au
thorization to sign. In 1809 the Miamis publicly
rejected Little Turtle as their leader and directed
that all further negotiations with the United
States concerning Miami lands be through their
new chiefs, Owl, Pacanne, and Peshewa. Little

Turtle died in 1812, having never lost to an Amer
ican army. At the end of his life, he was the recipi
ent of a pension from the United States.
The Miamis and the other Algonquian tribes
were caught up in the struggle between the Canadi
ansand the Americansfor supremacy over the Great
Lakes, and Little Turtle's village was burned during
the conflict and his family scattered. The power of
the Algonquian tribes was forever destroyed at the

LIVERS, WILLIAM “BILL" (b. August 3, 1911,
near Owenton, Ky.; d. February 7, 1988, Owen Co.,
Ky). Musician Bill Livers, the son of Dave and Lula
Thurston Livers, was born about three miles south

of Owenton on the Monterey Rd. His father was a
tenant farmer, and Bill followed in his father's foot

steps. Billgrew up in and around the county's Long
Ridge community and was well known for his sto
ries as well as for his fiddling. Living as an African
American in a mostly white community did not
seem to affect Livers in any way. He was always
welcomed into agroup regardless of its ethnic mix,
fitting in perfectly.
Livers's greatest joy was to have friends gather
to play “the old songs," have plenty of good eatin's,"
and enjoy fellowship. When the word got out that
Bill was having a fish fry, people would come from
miles around, filling the yard and overflowing into
the field nearby. They would bring food, chairs,
and blankets, prepared to have an enjoyable time
into the early hours of the morning.
The major entertainment for farmers was music;
Livers had family and assorted friends who played
the fiddle, the guitar, the Frenchharp, themandolin,
thebanjo, and the harmonica. Duringthelate 1920s,
Livers first taught himself to play the French horn,
an instrument for which he had paid a mere 50
cents, one tune at a time. The first horn pieces he
learned to play were “Down Yonder" and “Yes Sir,
That's My Baby." In 1937 he purchased a 200-year
old fiddle and on it learned to play "My Old Ken
tucky Home." The ability to play a fiddle allowed
him to find employment in the evenings playing for
square dances. He had an uncanny ability to pickup
melodies easily. He told the story that the first fiddle
he played came from a man who played left-handed.
Livers was right-handed, but he had to learn to play
left-handed because the fiddle was strung that way.
Later he got a fiddle strung for a right-handed player,
and it took him almost a year to relearn how to play
it. But learn he did, and he could play both ways. Liv

ers would ride a horse for miles and play all night,
returning home to work in the field at his farm all
day. He played at homecomings and square dances
and for anyone or any group who asked him. As
early as 1928, he was performing a song titled “The
Carroll County Blues," but it was in 1942 that he be
gan playing the blues seriously with his rendition of
the "St. Louis Blues." He was later featured playing
the blues at the Capitol in Washington, D.C., and at
the World Fair in Knoxville, Tenn. Numerous arti

Battle of Thames in Ontario, Canada, in 1813. The

cleshave been written about Liversandpublished in

men in the ambush and was forced to retreat to

remaining Algonquin tribes were pushed west of
the Mississippi River and north into Canada, and

Newsweek, Time, Living Blues, and other such
publications. His work is captured on several record

Fort Washington, abandoning the field to Little

the threat of Indian attack was lifted from the

albums; included on them are two of Bill's favorite

Turtle.

Northern Kentucky region. Today, a statue of Little
Turtle standson Riverside Drive in Covington.

tunes: “Up and Down Old Eagle Creek," reflecting
his Owen Co. heritage, and a popular fiddle tune,
"Old Virge.”
During Livers's memorial service at Owenton's
Second Baptist Church, his importance in the
community was described by the person who said,
“God bless you Bill for being our friend and mak
ing the hard times seem like good times and help
ing us realize that we have so much more to be
thankful for than sorry for." Bill Livers was buried
at the Maple Cemetery in Owen Co.

The next year, 1791, leading a rebuilt American
army, Gen. Arthur St. Clair marched north from
Fort Washington to destroy the Indians in present
day central Ohio and Indiana. Little Turtle once
again drew the American troops into an ambush
and inflicted upon St. Clair's army the worst defeat

Anson, Bert. The Miami Indians. Norman: Univ. of
Oklahoma Press, 1970.

American soldiers ever sustained in a battle with

Dowd, Gregory A. A Spirited Resistance: The North

American Indians. More than 700 officers, men,

American Indian Struggle for Unity, 1745–1812.
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Univ. Press, 1992.

and camp followers were killed, including many
Kentucky soldiers.

Carter, Harvey L. The Life and Times of Little Tur
tle. Urbana: Univ. of Illinois Press, 1987.

Charles H. Bogart

LLOYD, JOHN URI
Vertical files, Owen Co. Public Library, Owenton, Ky.
Ware, Burnham. “Bill Livers: Tenant Farmer and Rural

Musician." Living Blues 51 (Summer 1981): 31-33.
“William ‘Bill'Livers,” KP, February 9, 1988,3B.

Doris Riley
LLOYD, ALICE (b. October 22, 1864, German

town, Mason Co., Ky.; d. January 21, 1951, Nash
ville, Tenn.). Alice Lloyd became Maysville's fore
most leader for women's suffrage, temperance,
and women's rights. (She is not connected with
Alice Lloyd College in Knott Co., Ky.) Lloyd, the el
dest daughter of Evan and Lydia Cheeseman Hol
ton Lloyd, grew up on the family farm, The Pines, in
western Mason Co. Prominent land-owners, the

Lloyds were early residents of the region. Alice was
educated at Miss Park's School in Maysville,
Daughter's College at Harrodsburg, Ky., Hamilton
College in Lexington, and Ward Belmont in Nash
ville, Tenn. She became president of the Madison
Female Institute in Richmond, Ky., and served from
1890 to 1898. Lloyd was a teacher for most of her
life; at various times she was on the faculties of

Transylvania and Hamilton colleges in Lexington.

LLOYD, CURTIS GATES (b. July 17, 1859, Flor.
ence, Ky.; d. November 11, 1926, Cincinnati, Ohio).
Curtis Gates Lloyd, a mycologist, was the youngest
of three sons of Nelson Marvin and Sophia Web
ster Lloyd. His brothers were John Uri Lloyd and
Nelson Ashley Lloyd. The Lloyd boys spent long
hours exploring the woods of Northern Kentucky,
developing an interest in natural history, especially
botany. Their youthful interest grew into a passion
for Curtis, ultimately influencing the direction his
life took. He moved to Cincinnati in the late 1870s

and, like his brothers, entered pharmacy practice.
While working to earn his pharmaceutical certifi
cate, Lloyd continued studying plants. In 1886,
with his brothers John Uri and Nelson Ashley,
Curtis Lloyd became a partner in Lloyd Brothers
Pharmacists. His assignment in the partnership
was to specialize in locating and describing plants
with potential medicinal properties; however, a
turning point came in 1887 when Curtis Lloyd met
A. P. Morgan. Morgan, a local mycologist (student
of fungi), introduced him to the scientific study of
mushrooms, which was developing into a special
ized branch of botany. Lloyd's scientific enthusi

the classroom. She was a member of the Women's

asm was ever after focused on mushrooms. He was
excused from most duties connected with the fam

Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) and the
Kentucky Equal Rights Association. She was a
speaker at the Democratic platform convention in
Louisville in 1919, where she called for a plank sup
porting the franchise for women. Surprisingly, she

ily business, and he devoted his time and energies
almost exclusively to mycology. He never married.
Lloyd maintained offices in Cincinnati, Paris,
France; and London and traveled extensively, ex
amining and collecting specimens and studying

was opposed by her good friend Laura Clay. Clay
was a proponent of women's suffrage but did not
agree with Susan B. Anthony's and Lloyd's support

existing works on mycology. He freely dissemi

But social causes drove her when she was outside

for a federal constitutional amendment legalizing
suffrage.
Having been raised on a tobacco farm, Lloyd
fought on the side of growers against the large
tobacco trusts of the day. She was often found
in Frankfort, lobbying on behalf of her causes
and frequently lecturing Kentucky governors—
particularly Augustus P. Wilson (1907–1911) and
A. B. "Happy” Chandler (1935–1939)—about issues.
During the 1928 presidential campaign, Lloyd
did not support Democrat Al Smith, because “He
was wet," meaning anti-Prohibition. She persuaded
the Kentucky state legislature to increase the legal
age of marriage from 16 to 18 years. She often ap
peared in Covington and Newport espousing her
causes. In 1928 she spoke at the Immanual Baptist
Church in Covington at 20th and Greenup before
the WCTU's annual convention. She lived mainly
in Maysville, Lexington, and Louisville. In her last
few years, she resided with her sister in Nashville,
Tenn. Alice Lloyd died in Nashville in 1951. Her
funeral was held at the Christian Church in Ger

mantown, and she was buried in the nearby Maple
Grove Cemetery.

nated his own findings in the self-published seri
als Mycological Notes and Puff Ball Letters. He
also published several monographs, and his writ

ings appeared in the Mycological Series of the
Bulletin of the Lloyd Library and Museum of
Botany, Pharmacy, and Materia Medica. All of
his writings were gathered and bound into seven
volumes titled Mycological Writings of C. G.
Lloyd. Through his many contributions, he be
came a prominent authority in the study of mycol
ogy and was regarded by some as a leading archi
tect of the science. Although he was opposed to
using personal names in the scientific names of
mushrooms, several genera bear his name. With
his brothers, Lloyd was also instrumental in devel
opment of the Lloyd Library and Museum in Cin
cinnati. In 1917 he executed the trust that enabled

the library to be maintained into the future. He
also established Lloyd's Welfare House in Crit
tenden (Grant Co.) for the recreation of the city's
various church and school groups. Lloyd's formal
education consisted of a few years at schools in
Florence, Ky., and in Crittenden (Grant Co.), where
his parents taught; however, in June 1926 the Uni
versity of Cincinnati awarded him an honorary
degree of doctor of science. A few months later,

Lloyd died of diabetes at Bethesda Hospital in Cin
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. Maysville, Kentucky:
From Past to Present in Pictures. Maysville, Ky:
Mason Co. Museum, 1983.

cinnati. According to his wishes, his body was cre
mated and the ashes spread on a property in Crit
tenden that he had inherited and on which he had

“Miss Lloyd Dies at 86: Long Was Public Figure,"
Maysville Ledger Independent, January 23, 1951,
1–2.

Thomas, Mike. “In Search of the 'Other Alice Lloyd,”
Maysville Ledger Independent, March 27, 1986, 2.

established the Lloyd Library Botanical Park and
Arboretum, now the Curtis Gates Lloyd Wildlife
Area (see Curtis Gates Lloyd Wildlife Area). A
part of that land is today's Grant Co. Park.
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Curtis Gates Lloyd Papers, 1859–1926, Collection 11,
Lloyd Library and Museum Archives, Cincinnati.
Fitzpatrick, H. M. "Curtis Gates Lloyd." Mycologia
19, no. 4 (1927): 153–59.

“Lloyd's Ashes Are Scattered to Four Winds," KP, No
vember 12, 1926, 1.

Mayo, Caswell A. “Curtis Gates Lloyd.” Bulletin of
the Lloyd Library of Botany, Pharmacy, and
Materia Medica 28 (1928): 16–24.

Simons, Corinne Miller. “Curtis Gates Lloyd, Mycol
ogist, 1859–1926." National Eclectic Medical
Quarterly 43, no. 1 (1951): 13–16; no. 2 (1951).
11–14.

Maggie Heran
LLOYD, JOHN URI (b. April 19, 1849, W.
Bloomfield, N.Y.; d. April 9, 1936, Van Nuys, Ca
lif). John Uri Lloyd, a pharmacist and an author,
was the first of three sons born to Nelson Marvin

and Sophia Webster Lloyd; the second was Nelson
Ashley Lloyd, and the third Curtis Gates Lloyd.
At age four, Lloyd moved with his family to Bur
lington, Ky., where both parents worked as teachers,
following opportunities for employment around
Northern Kentucky. The family moved from Bur
lington to Petersburg, then Florence, and later
Crittenden. The Lloyd sons had very little formal
education; however, under the tutelage of their
teacher-parents they were well educated and en
couraged to learn from their experiences and in
terests. For John Uri Lloyd, those lay in the local
flora and fauna. His parents encouraged his fasci
nation with nature and prodded him to learn

through conducting experiments. As an adult,
Lloyd said his apprenticeship in pharmacy essen
tially began at home when, as a young boy, he was
guided in chemistry experiments.
In 1863, when Lloyd was age 14, his parents
decided to find him a position as a druggist's ap
prentice. Since formal education for pharmacists
was largely a post-Civil War development, ap
prenticeship was the accepted way to enter the
trade. After a long search, Lloyd found a position
at W. J. M. Gordon & Brother in Cincinnati,

where he apprenticed for two years. In order to
gain further knowledge and skill, Lloyd appren
ticed with George Eger for an additional two
years and afterward returned to Gordon's drug
shop. During this time Lloyd met some of the
most influential physicians and pharmacists in
Cincinnati. Dr. John King, a prominent physician
of the eclectic branch of sectarian medicine, was

especially impressed with young Lloyd and his
abilities; Lloyd could not only compound pre
scriptions but also suggest innovations in the for

mulas. King arranged for Lloyd to take a position
as a chemist in the firm of H. M. Merrell, a phar
macist who specialized in eclectic preparations.
Eclecticism was one of many healing philoso
phies of the 19th century that disagreed with
what was then called regular medicine, in which
practitioners adhered to a very harsh regimen of
purging, bleeding, and blistering, Eclectic prac
tice relied heavily on medicinal plant treatments.
Compared to other pharmacists who com
pounded botanical preparations, eclectic phar
macists sought to use substances that were more
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LLOYD, NELSON A.

town Cincinnati continues to operate from mon
eys generated by the trust.
Lloyd was the quintessential 19th-century Re
naissanceman. Chemist, pharmacist, businessman,
teacher, inventor, author of influential scientific

treatises, and founder of an important research li
brary, Lloyd also wrote eight successful novels. His
first, published in 1895, Etidorhpa; or, The End of
the Earth (Etidorhpa is Aphrodite spelled back
ward), told of a fantastic journey reminiscent of
tales by Jules Verne and H. G. Wells. Lloyd's many
other novels, such as the Stringtown series, vividly
recalled the Northern Kentucky of his youth. His
best-known novels were Stringtown on the Pike
(1900), about Florence, Ky; Warwick of the Knobs
(1901); Red Head (1903); and Felix Moses: The Be

The Lloyd brothers: left to right, Curtis Gates, Nelson Ashley, and John Uri, ca. 1880s.

highly concentrated and fresh rather than dried;
they also preferred native American plants. Tak
ing the position at Merrell's firm in 1870 placed
Lloyd firmly in the eclectic camp.
As a chemist at Merrell's firm, Lloyd continued
his pharmaceutical research and learned well the
role of an eclectic pharmacist. By 1877 he became a
partner with Merrell and T. C. Thorp in the firm
Merrell, Thorp, and Lloyd. Lloyd made some at
tempts to go into business with his younger broth
ers, also trained pharmacists, but it was not until
1885 that they formed Lloyd Brothers Pharma
cists Inc. The business was extraordinarily suc
cessful and remained in family hands until 1938,
when it was sold to the S. B. Pennick Company.
Yet Lloyd was much more than a highly skilled
pharmaceutical manufacturer. A largely home
schooled country boy, he became a scholar in his
own right. His business interests in manufacturing
eclectic preparations motivated him to do serious
phytochemical research that resulted in an aston
ishing number of publications; the first of them was
an 1870 contribution to the Eclectic Medical Jour

nal. The steady stream of articles that followed, pub
lished in medical and pharmaceutical periodicals,
led to recognition for Lloyd throughout the phar
maceutical profession. Lloyd's scholarship extended
to teaching and professional leadership. He taught
chemistry and pharmacy at the Cincinnati Eclectic
Medical Institute from 1878 to 1895 and held asimi

lar position at the Cincinnati College of Pharmacy
from 1883 to 1887. He was also president of the
American Pharmaceutical Association (APha) in
1887. He received three Ebert Prizes (1882, 1891, and

1916) for outstanding original researchin pharmacy
and the Remington Medal (pharmacy's highest
honor) in 1920 for his lifetime of distinguished ser:
vice. In addition, he founded the Cincinnati Chap
ter of the American Chemical Society and was in

strumental in establishing a History Section in the
APha.

Lloyd's accomplishments included inventions
and discoveries. He held several patents on various
apparatuses and compounds. Among the more
significant were his "Cold Still Extractor" an im
provement on distillation methods; an atropine
sulfate used in eye wounds during World War I, a
"Percolating and Concentrating Apparatus," an
other enhancement of pharmaceutical equipment;
and an improved "Medicine Dropper or Syringe."
Perhaps Lloyd's greatest innovation was his work
on "mass action" in chemistry, which established
him as a pioneer of colloidal chemistry.
Throughout his life Lloyd voraciously collected
books. He felt that he needed readily available re
sources to manufacture the finest eclectic prepara
tions. Lloyd's working library began with a few
books he had as an apprentice, and he added medi
cal journals. While he was working at the Merrell
drug firm, Lloyd's mentors, Drs. John King and
John Scudder, helped him acquire books and jour
nals donated from colleagues throughout the
country. By the time Lloyd Brothers Pharmacists
was established, Lloyd had amassed a rather im
pressive collection; it grew even more rapidly with
his brothers assistance. Curtis Gates Lloyd even
tually assumed the role of chief acquisitions officer
for the growing library, which was augmented in
1893 when King died and the library received his
extensive collection. Although John Lloyd did not
intend to continue the library venture and as
sumed that one day it would become part of an ac
ademic institution, ultimately he could not part
with the library he had worked so hard to build. He
moved to ensure its autonomy and future by incor
porating it in 1898. Curtis Gates Lloyd further
guaranteed its future by establishing a trust fund
for the library in 1917. The Lloyd Library in down

loved Jew of Stringtown (1930).
In addition, Lloyd was civic-minded and active
in community affairs. In 1935 he and others
formed the Big Bone Lick Association for the sci
entific study and preservation of the site in Boone
Co. that today is the Big Bone Lick State Park.
Lloydserved as the association's first president and
wrote the forward to its 1936 publication Big Bone
Lick: An Outline of Its History, Geology, and
Paleontology.
Lloyd married Adeline Meader on December
27, 1876, but she died 11 days laterofacute peritoni.
tis. In 1880 he married Emma Rouse, daughter of
Thomas Rouse; they raised three children: John
Thomas, Anna, and Dorothy. Lloyd died in 1936 of
pneumonia while visiting his daughter Annie Wel
bourn in California, and his cremated remains

were buried in the Hopeful Lutheran Church Cem
etery, in Boone Co., Ky.
"Ashes of John Uri Lloyd to Rest amid Scenes of His
Boyhood Days," KP, April 11, 1936, 1.
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LLOYD, NELSON A. (b. November 19, 1851,

Lima, N.Y.; d. January 27, 1925, Cincinnati, Ohio).
Nelson Ashley Lloyd, abusinessman and co-owner
of baseball teams, was the second of three sons

born to Nelson Marvin and Sophia Webster Lloyd;
his older brother was John Uri Lloyd, and his
younger brother was Curtis Gates Lloyd. When
he was two years old, Nelson A. Lloyd moved with
his parents and older brother to Northern Ken
tucky, and the brothers grew up on their parents
farm near Florence, Ky. Lloyd followed the advice
of his parents and the footsteps of his brother John
Uribyapprenticing in W.J.M. Gordon's Pharmacy
in Cincinnati. He became a trained pharmacist

LLOYD MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL

and, in 1886, a partner in Lloyd Brothers Phar
macists when it was established. Nelson spent the
greatest part of his life tending to the financial and
business affairs of the company, serving as its trea

LLOYD BROTHERS PHARMACISTS INC.

Surer.

said to have begun in 1877, when Northern Ken
tuckian John Uri Lloyd became a partner of H.
M. Merrelland T. C. Thorp to form Merrell, Thorp,
and Lloyd. During that era, large-scale drug firms
saturated the market with botanical products and
created an increasingly competitive environment.
As the partnership endeavored to not merely sur
vive but to thrive in this atmosphere, Lloyd, the
youngest partner, was asked to develop new drugs.
Lloyd rose to the task by expanding the firm's
product line and creating his distinctive Specific

Nelson A. Lloyd is perhaps best known for his
involvement with baseball, particularly the Cin
cinnati Reds. For many years he and John T. Brush
were co-owners of the team. Lloyd also served as
the team's secretary and treasurer. During their
tenure, Lloyd and Brush introduced the baseball
world to the practicality of abandoning wooden
stands in favor of concrete ones. After a major fire
in the Cincinnati Reds' ballpark, the grandstand
was rebuilt with concrete in 1912; it featured pillars
and columns carved by hand. Referred to as “The
Palace of the Fans" by baseball historians, it was
baseball's first concrete grandstand.
After Lloyd and Brush sold the Cincinnati
baseball club to Cincinnatians George B. Cox, Ju
lius and Max C. Fleischmann, and August Her
mann, the two men purchased a controlling inter
est in the New York Giants baseball team (National

League). Lloyd was involved with that team for
many years, serving as its treasurer. Among his
many other interests, Lloyd was a well-known col
lector of art, especially the works of renowned lo
cal artist Henry F. Farny. He was a trustee of the
Cincinnati Children's Home, where his role was

far more personal than official. Lloyd was a fre
quent visitor to the orphanage, often paid bills so
that important activities could be maintained, and
ensured that all drugs and medicines needed were
supplied free of charge from Lloyd Brothers Phar
macists. He was active in civic affairs, once serving
on a commission to investigate the natural drain
age of Norwood, Ohio. A modern sewage system
was built as a result of that study. At one time Lloyd
was offered the opportunity to run for mayor of
Cincinnati, but he declined. Together with his
brothers, he not only ran the pharmacy business
but also contributed to the development of the
Lloyd Library and Museum in Cincinnati.
Lloyd married Olive Augusta Gardner in
Champaign, Ill., in 1877. They had one daughter,
Marcia Olive Lloyd, who later became the wife of
Judge George E. Mills. Lloyd died in Cincinnati in
1925 after a brief bout with pneumonia and was
buried at Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati.
“Ashley Lloyd Died after Brief Illness,” CTS, January
27, 1925, 1.

“Career of N.A. Lloyd Ended,” CE, January 28, 1925, 12.
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(1885–1938). The journey to the independent,
family-owned drug-manufacturing firm of Lloyd
Brothers Pharmacists Inc., Cincinnati, could be

Medicines, which were associated with an eclectic

therapeutic and diagnostic system. Eclecticism
was one of many 19th-century healing philosophies
opposed to the harsher regimens of the regular phy
sicians. Lloyd's Specific Medicines were highly con
centrated, unofficial tinctures of plant constituents
extracted by maceration or percolation. Eclectic
pharmacists also preferred using fresh rather than
dried botanicals and native American specimens
rather than the diverse materials used by other drug
manufacturers.

These and other new products developed by
Lloyd brought the firm prosperity; however, success
bred discord among the partners. Merrell left the
partnership in 1881 to starta drug business with his
son. Lloyd's younger brother, Nelson Ashley
Lloyd, also a trained pharmacist, purchased Mer
rell's share, and the company became known as
Thorp and Lloyd Brothers; it consisted of T.C. and
Abner (T. C.’s son) Thorp, Nelson Ashley Lloyd,
and John Uri Lloyd. By 1884 its catalog contained
80 pages of pharmaceuticals in addition to an as
sortment of medical supplies and apparatuses—the
company declared itself "Physicians' Headquarters
for Pure Medicines." Of all its products, Lloyd's
Specific Medicines were the most publicized. Inevi
tably, with the successful formulation and market
ing of these products, the Thorps involvement in
the business waned, and late in 1885 the Thorps left
the company. Their departure provided an oppor
tunity to bring in the youngest Lloyd brother, Cur
tis Gates Lloyd, also a trained pharmacist, and
Lloyd Brothers Pharmacists Inc., owned by three
Northern Kentuckians, was born.

Each brother made a unique contribution to the
company. Curtis Gates's boyhood interest in bot
any had grown into a fervent avocation and posi
tioned him to serve as field representative, traveling
extensively to explore new medicinal plants and ex
amine foreign supply sources. Ashley was the busi
ness manager; he handled all financial aspects of
the company. John served as chief researcher and
developer of pharmaceutical products and was the
undisputed head of Lloyd Brothers. The mainstay
of the business continued to be the Specific Medi
cines, and well into the 20th century, pharmacists
dispensed what came to be known as Lloyd's
Specifics.
The business prospered and remained in family
hands until the deaths of the brothers. Ashley and
Curtis died in 1926, and John died in 1936. In 1938
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S. B. Penick purchased the firm from the Lloyd es
tate and continued to manufacture its products
largely unchanged from the original Lloyd formu
las. Over the next decade or so, ownership passed to
several different pharmaceutical manufacturers;
however, the Lloyd name was retained on many
products. When the German firm Hoechst gained
control in 1960, the company moved, and the Lloyd
name ceased to be found on its pharmaceutical
output.
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Univ. Press, 1998.

. “John Uri Lloyd: The Life and Legacy of an Il
lustrious Heretic." QCH 50 (Fall 1992): 3–14.
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Lloyd Library and Museum, Cincinnati, Ohio.
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LLOYD MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL. The

Lloyd Memorial High School in Erlanger was es
tablished in 1928, after the Erlanger and Elsmere
school systems consolidated. Former U.S. congress
man Arthur B. Rouse suggested that the new
school be named after John Uri Lloyd, a well
known local scientist and author of several books,

including Stringtown on the Pike. It was hoped
that Lloyd would donate a large sum of money to
the school. The school board voted unanimously to
name the new high school Lloyd Memorial High
School, and Lloyd did make contributions to the
school, but not in the large sums dreamed of by the
school founders. He donated several books to the

library and established a fund to support the Lloyd
Medal, an award given to an outstanding student
each academic year.
The new high school was housed in the old Lo
cust Street School in Erlanger while a new building
was being constructed. Many former parochial
high school students, as well as students from the
former Erlanger and Elsmere high schools, enrolled
at the new school, creating a student body large
enough to field a football team and bolstering the
school's competitive position in other sports. For
school colors, it was decided to take one color from

Elsmere High School's green and gold and one from
Erlanger High School's orange and black. Lloyd
Memorial High School's colors were black and gold,
changed to blue and gold in the 1940s. The first
football team was formed during the 1928–1929
school year. Players and parents cleared a locust
thicket to make a playing field. Local residents ral
lied around the school and staged minstrel shows
and "womanless weddings" to raise funds to de
velop an adequate football field. The school's mas
cot was also chosen during the first football season.
According to oral history, a Cincinnati Post re
porter wrote that the Lloyd football team played
"like a juggernaut,” and the unique nickname stuck.
There are no other high school or college Jugger
nauts in the United States.

During this first year of the school's existence,
the new school building was completed. A plot of
about five acres of land near the fairgrounds in
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LLOYD’S WELFARE HOUSE

Erlanger was purchased and bonds were sold for
school construction. Access was created by build
ing two roads: Bartlett Ave. from the school to the
Dixie Highway (U.S. 25) and an extension of

LLOYD’S WELFARE HOUSE. Located on the

Cowie Ave. from Graves Ave, to Bartlett Ave. The

day, January 28, 1922. Curtis Gates Lloyd built it
for the welfare of the Crittenden community of

new school building's auditorium was completed
in time for the 22 members of the first graduating
class to hold graduation exercises in a school they
had never attended. The new school had many
modern features, including a cafeteria with a paid
staff and a new type of desk with straight chairs
and an enlarged armrest for writing.
In the 1930s debates, plays, musicals, operettas,
and choral programs were popular at the school.
Lloyd High School had football, basketball, and
track teams. The school's first yearbook was pub
lished in 1936. In the late 1940s, the school board,

using money loaned at a low interest rate by six
residents, purchased land adjacent to the high
school (formerly the Erlanger Fairgrounds). Fund
raisers were also held to build a new football field

and stadium on the site. The old building was de
molished, and a new structure, completed in 1956,
is in use today.
During this time of growth, the Erlanger
Elsmere Schools achieved racial integration, and
the process went so smoothly that the schools were
featured in an article in Life magazine. In 1979 the
Scheben Gymnasium was built on the grounds be
tween Lloyd Memorial High School and Tichenor
Middle School. Dietz Auditorium was added to

that facility in 1996.
The Lloyd Memorial High School Alumni As
sociation was formed in 1988. The organization
works to connect alumni, preserve school history,
and lend support to the school. The Alumni As

grounds of Curtis Gates Lloyd Wildlife Area (see
Curtis Gates Lloyd Wildlife Area), the Welfare
House was built in 1921 and dedicated on Satur

Grant Co.

Lloyd's Welfare House is a frame building con
sisting of an auditorium and a stage. The audito
rium is 30 feet wide and 64 feet long, with two win
dows in the front and three on each side. Five brass

lights were located down each side. It has four-foot
wainscoting all around and two fireplaces on its
north wall; originally there were four murals on
the south wall. The stage is 30 feet wide and almost
10 feet deep. It had panels that could be removed to
open the silver screen (which is still there today) for
motion picture shows.
The Welfare House could be used for any ap
proved gathering or entertainment as long as it was
not used for commercial profit. Any profits made
were to go to maintenance of the Welfare House or

cerned local citizens raised sufficient funds to fix

the roof and begin repairs. After several years of
bakesales, yard sales, and quilt raffles, the old build
ing began to come alive again. The Grant Co. Fiscal
Court matched the money that had been raised, so
that the total was enough to add bathrooms and
install siding on the exterior. Today it has been
deeded over to the Grant Co. Fiscal Court and is

used for family reunions, birthday and anniversary
parties, graduation parties, and weddings.

The trustees at the time were Edward Holmes and

S. W. Fallis. Although in poor condition, the small
stone church still stands today. It was a member of
White's Run Baptist Association for many years.
The Hopewell Methodist Church dates to 1842,
when Henry Wise donated land in Hunter's Bot
tom on the banks of the Ohio River; the trustees

LOCUST. From 1880 to 1940, the hamlet Locust

Locust Creek. Then in 1910 the Methodists built a

center for the extreme northwestern section of

brick Greek Revival structure on that site, and it is

Carroll Co., a hilly district drained by Locust

still in use today. Elements of the old log church are
still visible: a huge threshold stone, a chimney, and
interior planking.

Creek as it cascades north into the Ohio River. Lo

cust is situated west of the Little Kentucky River
and southeast of Hunter's Bottom.
The Locust General Store was constructed

of agricultural equipment, feed, hardware, grocer

Onkst, Wayne, ed. From Buffalo Trails to the

ies, and supplies. In 1903 the Conway brothers

Deborah Onkst

The Great Depression hit the backcountry in
Kentucky very hard. Tobacco provided the farm
ers only cash crop, and they used every possible
space on the hills and tiny valleys for cultivating
tobacco plants and building tobacco barns to
house their crops. The tobacco market at Carroll

was the commercial, religious, and educational

Edna Marie Cummins

ence labs.

Twenty-First Century: A Centennial History of
Erlanger, Kentucky. Erlanger, Ky., Erlanger His
torical Society, 1996.

East Fork of Locust Creek.

were George Harsin, Martin Hoagland, Moses T.
Hoagland, Okey Hoagland, and Jefferson V. King.
In 1895, because of the frequent flooding of the
Ohio River, the Hopewell Methodist Church con
gregation moved its entire log church by horse
drawn wagons from Hunter's Bottom two and a
half miles and 700 feet higher to the West Prong of

classrooms, five science classrooms, and two sci

tive high schools" by Newsweek magazine because
of this approach to learning. In fall 2008, a $5.5
million addition was opened, as part of a five-phase
$25 million project; it included new spacious hall
ways, administrative offices, five special education

iron girders from the dome were saved as supports
for a bridge that led to a private dwelling along the

hardscrabble farmers living in and around Locust.
The Locust Baptist Church was constructed in
1866 on land owned by S. W. Fallis on Wright's
Ridge Rd. along the East Prong of Locust Creek.

originally at the Forks of Locust Creek, at the con
fluence of the East and West Creek Prongs, just
downstream of Locust Falls. The store and its adja
cent residence were flooded frequently as a result.
The store's earliest proprietors included persons
named Ginn, Hundley, and Metzler, who occupied
the L-shaped section of the store. James G. Mos
grove added an addition to this store section that
measured 30 by 32 feet and was 20 feet high; it fea
tured a half story above the first floor. When Mos
grove died in 1882, John M. and W. Harvey Con
way purchased the store and expanded its offerings

School was named one of "America's most innova

the school at Locust was demolished in 1963, the

ton meant economic success or failure for the

box 22, folders 608–38, Cincinnati.

Lloyd Memorial High School separated all fresh
men and sophomores by gender for core courses,
because teachers felt they were better able to meet
the needs of the students in separated classes. The
move resulted in fewer discipline problems and
more focused students. Lloyd Memorial High

Locust also had both an elementary and a high
school, even though the town's total population
was never more than 60 people. The Locust School
was built in 1895 as a large two-story brick struc
ture. It had four large rooms on the first floor and a
gymnasium on the second, with a large encased
domeon its roof (see Locust High School). When

The building sat empty for years and was begin
ning to need repairs, so in 1992 a group of con

Curtis Gates Lloyd Collection, Lloyd Library, series 9,

and district have been awarded the What Parents
Want Award for excellence in education. In 2006

Donna Yocum.

to the Recreational Area.

sociation awards thousands of dollars in scholar

ships each year to Lloyd Memorial High School
graduates.
Over the years, Lloyd Memorial High School
has been successful in academics, sports, band,
chorus, and speech and drama. The school's test
scores consistently rank in the top 10 percent of the
state, and the school is accredited by the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools. The school

and customers could then purchase ice cream
cones. In the last half of the 20th century, the Lo
cust Store was run by Elmer Dunn, Jim Dowd, and
Ralph and Katie Yocum, and then by Cookie and

used skids and horses to move the store and its ad

joining house about one-half mile to higher
ground at the junction of Locust Rd. and Wrights
Ridge Rd. A creamery and an icehouse were added,

Carrollton Democrat, May 8, 1884.
Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County.
Madison, Ind: Coleman, 1984.

Hammon, Neal O. Early Kentucky Land Records,

1773–1780. Louisville, Ky: Filson Club, 1992.
Diane Perrine Coon

LOCUST HIGH SCHOOL. When the common

school system in Kentucky was instituted during
the 1850s, James Crawford taught at the school at
Locust in District 19 within Carroll Co. Other
common schools in Carroll Co. were started at

Hunter's Bottom, Kings Ridge, and Notch Lick. In
1878 school district trustees George Clegg. Owen
Driskell, and James G. Mosgrove sold the old log
schoolhouse on the East Prong of Locust Creek and
built a new school next to the Locust Baptist
Church. In 1882 the schoolhouse burned under

suspicious circumstances, but the community re

LOOKOUT HOUSE

built it in time for the fall term. The Ohio River

flood of 1913 greatly damaged the new school, but
it was repaired and refurbished. That school was
used until 1928, when a large brick school was con
structed for the Consolidated Locust School and

High School near the Forks of Locust Creek and the
center of the community of Locust.
The Locust High School had been established as
a two-year school in 1912, and it occupied one room
of the original large two-story schoolhouse. Chil
dren attending the school came from Hunter's Bot
tom, Wrights Ridge, Kings Ridge, Locust Rd., and
Painter's Hollow. By 1927.J. B. Pullium was teaching
8 pupils at Locust High School, in a school term that
ran eight months, and the next year he taught 13.
Rev. Graham Good was the high school's teacher in
1929, that year he had 9 students and in 1930 he had
8. Then in 1930 R. J. Wade taught 10 students at the
high school. R. Bernhardt Bauer, who had attended
Georgetown College in Kentucky, was teaching 14
students at the Locust High School in 1933.
The Locust High School basketball team had to
adjust its offense and defense around a pot-bellied
stove that sat in the middle of the gym. A skylight
provided light to the second-floor gymnasium. The
high school closed while Allan McMannis was
principal of the Consolidated Locust School in
1938. Students from Ghent, English, and Locust
Schools in Carroll Co. were then bused to the Car

rollton High School (CHS). The first year after its
closing, the Locust Consolidated School sent 22
students to CHS.

Bevarly, R. W. “History of Education in Carroll
County, Master's thesis, Univ. of Kentucky, 1936.
Campbell, Justine Tandy. “History of the Carroll
County Schools," Carrollton, Ky., Carroll Co. Pub
lic Library, 1976.
Carroll Co. Deed Books, 4, pp. 36, 38,299, Carroll
ton, Ky.
Carrollton News-Democrat, February 2, 1878; Sep
tember 15, 1938.
Diane Perrine Coon

LONG RIDGE. This Owen Co. hamlet, located
three miles north of Owenton at the intersection of

U.S. 127 and Ky. Rt. 36, sits along the long ridge that
cuts north-south across the county. Long Ridge is
near the former location of Ed Porter Thomp
son's short-lived Harrisburgh Academy/Owen

College, in an area Thompson had named Harris
burg during the late 1860s. In 1909 the communi
ty's name was changed to Long Ridge owing to the
common postal confusion with the Harrisburg
community in Mercer Co. Thompson opened the
post office at Long Ridge in 1873, and it operated
until 1966. Long Ridgewashome to the well-known
Kentucky blues fiddler Bill Livers, whose farm was
along Old New Liberty Rd (Ky. Rt. 1978).
Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky: Standard,
1976.

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1984.

LOOKOUT HEIGHTS. The city of Lookout
Heights was located on the west side of the Dixie

Highway, overlooking Park Hills and Covington.
Much of the early housing development, including
the Fort Henry and General Dr. subdivisions and
the streets along Park Rd. and the west side of
Sleepy Hollow Rd., was done by Nick Kreutzjans,
Fred Riedinger, and Joseph Trenkamp. Lookout
Heights was incorporated as a sixth-class city in
1937, after a campaign led by a group of residents
known as the Dixie Welfare Association, who were

troubled by insufficient fire protection.
Although largely residential, Lookout Heights
had a diverse set of business and community orga
nizations, among them St. Agnes Catholic
Church and school, the Dixie Gardens Drive-In

Theatre (see Drive-Ins), Oelsner's Colonial Inn,
the Hillcrest Tavern, the Lookout Motel, Lookout

Bowl, a goldfish farm, a golf driving range, and the
Dixie Bicycle Club, which offered bicycle paths,
horseshoe courts, an archery range, and canoeing.
The most famous locale was the Lookout House,

a well-known nightclub along the Gourmet Strip
of Dixie Highway. Offering casino-style gambling
and national entertainers such as Frank Sinatra, it

became notorious for its ongoing gambling prob
lems. The Lookout House, after a decades-long
run, burned to the ground in 1973. In 1964 the
Lookout Heights Civic Club building opened
and became a central gathering spot for the com
munity as well as the seat of city government.
Former mayors of Lookout Heights include Rus
sell Oelsner (owner of Oelsner's Colonial Inn), J.
R. Blumlein, Howard Schambach, and Alfred

Beasley.
Annexation was an ongoing topic in Lookout
Heights as in neighboring towns, leading to a
major battle with Covington in the early 1980s.
Covington tried to annex undeveloped land in the
Fort Henry subdivision in the 1960s, but the land
owners sued to block annexation, and the matter

languished in court for over two decades. In 1980
the court ruled in favor of Covington; however,
Fort Wright used a new state law that permitted
reannexing land and put the issue on the ballot.
Residents voted overwhelmingly to leave Coving
ton and return to Fort Wright.
In the interim, seeking better fire protection
and wishing to prevent annexation by Covington,
Lookout Heights merged with Fort Wright. In
November of 1967, Fort Wright voted 532 to 319 in
favor of the step, while Lookout Heights voted 389
to 150 for the merger; in 1968 the merger was com
plete, and the Lookout Heights name was dropped
in favor of Fort Wright.

563

LOOKOUT HOUSE. The Lookout House, a

thriving nightspot for almost a century in North
ern Kentucky, was located in Fort Wright, on the
southeast corner of Kyles Lane and the Dixie
Highway. The restaurant was well known for its
gourmet dinners, gambling rooms, and live enter
tainment shows.

In 1886 Aloise Hampel, a German immigrant,
purchased the land on which the restaurant was to
be built. The facility initially was a three-story
brick structure with a slaughterhouse and an un
derground passageway that was used as a natural
refrigerator for storing cut meat. The building also
had a large tower in the front, which attracted visi
tors wishing to have a spectacular view of North
ern Kentucky and Cincinnati. The popularity of
this feature led Hampel to name his building the
Lookout House. Many locals have speculated, er
roneously, that the restaurant was so named be
cause it had been used as a lookout point by Union
troops during the Civil War.
Hampel operated a successful restaurant at the
Lookout House, and later he added a beer garden
and a dance pavilion. During Hampel's ownership
the Lookout House was famous for excellent food
and accommodations. After his death in 1912,

Hempel's children sold the business to Bill Hill for
$25,000. Hill already had a national reputation as a
saloon owner. Under his management, the Look
out House flourished as a nightclub; however, the
business later struggled during the era of Prohibi
tion, 1919–1933.

In 1933 the Lookout House was sold to Jimmy
Brink, who remodeled the restaurant and added

Las Vegas-style gambling and live entertainment.
Gambling was illegal in Kentucky, and in the 1930s
Brink was charged numerous times but never
convicted.

In 1948 Brink was again charged with permit
ting gambling on the Lookout House premises.
Harriett Shelander of Erlanger, along with several
other witnesses, appeared in court and testified
against Brink. It was also during this time that na
tional investigators led by U.S. senator Estes Kefau
ver (see Kefauver Committee) uncovered a con

nection between Brink and the Chicago-based
Capone crime organization. Two local mobsters,
Morris Kleinman and Louis Rothkopf, were regu
lar high-stakes gamblers at the Lookout House.
Both men were connected to Jacob"Greasy Thumb"
Guzik, who was known to be part of Capone's gang.
None of the three men, however, admitted to any
involvements that connected themselves or the
Lookout House to underworld activities. Before the

City of Fort Wright 50th Anniversary Booklet. Fort
Wright, Ky: City of Fort Wright, 1991.
“The City They All Seem to Want," KP, November 11,
1985, 4K.

"Dixie Bicycle Club Takes Over Plot for Recreation
Project," KP. March 14, 1941, 18.
“Lookout Heights Has Vigor of Youth,” KE, June 26,
1958, 1K.

“Park Hills, Ft. Wright, Lookout Heights Talk More
on Merger." KE, March 21, 1967, 19.
“Town Groups Organize Dixie Municipal League,"
KP, March 20, 1940, 1.

case against these three men could be tried, Brink
was killed in 1952 in a suspicious private plane
crash at an airport in Atlanta, Ga. The Kenton Co.
Circuit Court ruled that “there was a possibility
Brink caused the crash through negligence by turn
ing over the controls of the plane to Charles Drah
mann." Both men had been facing prosecution on
gambling charges.
Brink's activities in Northern Kentucky at this
time would suggest that organized crime was in
volved at his restaurant. He was nicknamed "Mr.

Dave Hatter

Big,” and it was said that "everyone bowed to them
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LORD DUNMORE’S WAR

[Jimmy Brink and his wife]... and it was political
suicide to get on the bad side of the Brinks." A com
monly held axiom in Kenton Co., while Jimmy
Brink was alive, was that if Brink did not approve

of a certain person running for political office, that
person was expected to accept this fact and drop
out of the race.
After Brink's death the Lookout House was

taken over by veteran local restaurant proprietors
Bob and Dick Shilling, and illegal gambling con
tinued in a partitioned casino room with slot ma
chines, blackjack tables, roulette, and dice games.
The years during which the Shillings owned and
operated the Lookout House were characterized
by times of either boom or bust. Occasionally, the
illegal gambling was shut down during a police
raid, but more frequently the shutdown occurred
when the Shillings had been tipped off that a raid
was imminent. The nightclub, which sat next to a
busy drive-in movie facility, the Dixie Gardens,
was also regularly vandalized late at night during
these years. One particular act, in 1958, caused
$3,000 worth of damage.
On August 14, 1973, tragedy struck the Look
out House just months before the scheduled date
of a grand reopening. A fire blazed through the
rooms of the famous nightclub while it was closed
for maintenance. It is remembered as being “one of
the most dramatic fires in local history. ... as smoke
and flames ate away generations of Northern Ken
tucky's entertainment history." Hundreds of spec
tators lined up outside the restaurant to witness its
destruction. The fire supposedly started in the
kitchen as a simple grease fire that got out of con
trol, and it was especially difficult to subdue be

under Chief Cornstalk began to increase. In re
sponse to cries for governmental support from the
settlers in and around Pittsburgh, Lord John Mur
ray, Earl of Dunmore (1732–1809), the last royal
governor of Virginia, in 1774 called out the Vir
ginia militia. Dunmore was not averse to using the
cries of help from the settlers to advance his colo
ny's claims to land beyond the Appalachian
Mountains.

The Virginia troops came into the Upper Ohio
Valley in two columns during fall 1774. Dunmore
led the northern (main) column, and Gen. Andrew
Lewisled the smaller, southern column to the Ohio

River. Cornstalk led his warriors against Lewis.
Cornstalk's plan was to defeat Lewis and then at
tack the main column, hoping that the news of the
defeat would demoralize Dunmore's troops and
cause them to retreat. On October 10, 1774, Corn

stalk's warriors ambushed Lewis, who was in camp
at Point Pleasant, (West) Va. Although the attack
was initially successful, Lewis was able to rally his
troops and drive the Indians from the field of bat

11, 1915, 10.

forces, but Cornstalk was unable to hold his war

riors together to renew battle on the next day.
Unable to mount a military defense against the

tember 20, 1948, Al.
“Brink Plea Overruled,” KTS, June 8, 1956, 1A.

north of the Ohio River. The immediate result of
Lord Dunmore's War was to cause the American

The Lookout House has never been rebuilt; instead,

the Lookout office complex and a savings bank
building now occupy the property.
“Attorney Assailed for Testimony in Lookout House
Case,” KTS, October 15, 1937, A1.

Dressman, Elmer."Big Man Is Goneand Scene Changes
for Kenton County, KE, August 6, 1952, A1.
Hampel, John E. To the Editor, KP, January 23, 1987.
Kennedy, John. "Union Troops Marched by More

Than a Century Ago," KP, August 15, 1973, 1.
KP, August 28, 1912, 2; April 14, 1925, 1A; April 15,
1925, 1A; August 15, 1973, 1A.
“Lookout House Damaged by Vandals,” KTS, March
1, 1958, A1.

“Trial Dates Set by Kenton Court." KE, June 30,
1936, A1.

Craig Schneider

Indian tribes in the Old Northwest Territory to

LOUISIANA HOTEL. This local landmark in

downtown Mount Olivet, the county seat of Rob
ertson Co., was financed by merchant and tobacco
buyer James Cumber and originally named the
Cumber House. At the time of its construction in

1869, cost estimates ranged from $12,000 to $15,000

for the three-story structure. The original interior,
which boasted solid poplar woodwork, was config
ured to include 23 guest rooms along with a large
ballroom on the top floor.
The property changed hands at least eight
times before 1930, often under interesting circum
stances. During the 19th century, playing the Lou
isiana Lottery was an extremely popular pastime
in Robertson Co. Citizens would pool their money
to buy tickets through the mail. A local teacher,
S. H. Bettys, won $7,500, a modest portion of that
lottery's grand prize, in 1886 and used his win
nings to buy and refurbish the hotel. He changed
its name to the Louisiana Hotel to honor the source

the Indians guarded their eastern border during
1775 and 1776, European settlers moved into Ken
tucky via the Cumberland Gap and established
Forts Boonesborough, Harrodsburg, and Logan,
eventually helping to populate the lower counties
of the Northern Kentucky region.

of his newly acquired wealth.
According to local accounts, during its heyday
of the late 1800s and early 1900s, the Louisiana Ho
tel had many visitors, including various governors
of Kentucky and, occasionally, a U.S. senator or a
U.S. Representative. Unfortunately, however, the
facts about the hotel have become somewhat con

De Hass, Wills. History of Early Settlements and
Indian Wars of Western Virginia. Parsons, W.Va.;
McClain, 1989.

Withers, Alexander S. Chronicles of Border Warfare
in Western Virginia. Parsons, W.Va.; McClain,

quois Indians signed the Treaty of Fort Stanwix,
N.Y., allowing European settlers to enter the land
south and east of the Ohio River. By 1774, however,
European settlers' demands for the area north of

1975.

Pennsylvania and Virginia were moving into the
Ohio River Valley below Pittsburgh, and clashes
between the Europeans and the American Indians

“Sudden Rise to Fame,” KTS, November 29, 1916, 2.

focus their attention on their eastern border. As

LORD DUNMORE’S WAR. In 1768 the Iro

the Ohio River had intensified. Settlers from both

“Funeral of Wreck Victim." KTS, January 25, 1918, 16.
“Miss Loring to Sing," KTS, February 28, 1914, 1.

advance of Lewis and Dunmore, Cornstalk en

“Brink Case before Kenton Grand Jury," KTS, Sep

times, preventing access that firefighters needed.

"Covington Girl Is Awarded Scholarship," KTS, May

tle. Casualties were about even between the two

tered into peace talks with Dunmore. Part of the
initial agreement was that Dunmore would stop all
troop movements during negotiations. However,
Dunmore's order to Lewis to stop his advance was
met with disgust by Lewis, who continued to ad
vance and destroy abandoned Indian villages.
When Dunmore stated that he would use royal
troops to protect Cornstalk's village from Lewis's
men, open rebellion almost broke out among the
militiamen. This act of Dunmore to protect Corn
stalk and his people was later cited as a justification
for the colonists' rebellion against the Crown.
The result of the peace negotiation between
Cornstalk and Dunmore was the Treaty of Camp
Charlotte, which opened the Ohio River to naviga
tion and reconfirmed that the Indians were to stay

cause the restaurant had been remodeled several

youngest singer at the school. She graduated that
year and spent the following season in New York
City, studying voice and doing concert work. In
1915 she became the first American pupil to be
awarded a $5,000 scholarship to the elite Interna
tional Academy of Opera in Paris, France. That
May, she and her mother set sail for Paris. One eve
ning in 1916, Clara was called upon to perform at
New York City's Metropolitan Opera after the lead
singer became ill. The next morning newspaper re
viewers raved about Loring's great potential. Con
tract offers came flooding in to the beautiful and
talented 21-year-old singer from Covington. Af.
terward, she and her mother spent two winters in
Havana, Cuba. In early 1918 Clara was called home
because her father, a Chesapeake and Ohio
Railroad train engineer, had been killed acciden
tally at the rail yard in Russell. Clara's former
neighbors along Greenup St. in Covington were
amazed to learn that she was receiving $800 each
time she sang.

Charles H. Bogart
LORING, CLARA. B. (b. 1896, Covington, Ky.,
date and place of death unknown). Vocalist Clara
Loring was the daughter of Frank Loring. By 1914
she was performing operatic concerts at the Col
lege of Music in Cincinnati, where she was the

fused in the retelling of stories over the years. For
example, many people in the region now believe
that the hotel was originally built by someone who
moved from Louisiana to Kentucky after winning
the Louisiana Lottery's grand prize; this erroneous
account has even been published on at least one oc
casion by a regional Kentucky newspaper.
In 1930 two owners of a Robertson Co. car deal

ership purchased the hotel and an adjoining lot for
the sum of $4,000. They removed interior walls
from the hotel and turned the first floor into a

Chevrolet showroom. This phase in the buildings

LOUISVILLE, CINCINNATI, AND LEXINGTON RAILROAD

life was short-lived, however. Just two years later, in
1932, the business partnership dissolved, and one
of the partners took the title to the hotel. The Loui
siana Hotel then became a private residence.
The once grand Louisiana Hotel still stands on

the South. The solution proposed by some in Cin
cinnati was to build a railroad along the Kentucky
side of the Ohio River to Louisville, connecting

sources to build a connecting rail line between
Louisville and Cincinnati. The two railroads in

late 1960s.

with the L&N. When the charter to build this rail

road was issued by the Commonwealth of Ken
tucky, it called for the building of standard-gauge

houses a floral shop, while the upper level is an
apartment. No signorhistorical marker commemo
rates the buildings rich and storied past.

transloaded at Louisville, providing jobs in Louis
ville and adding to the cost of shipment.

rail between the cities. Goods would have to be

The Lou&F and the Lex&F combined their re

Society, 2000.
Pearce, John Ed. “Robertson County.” LCJ Magazine,
January 11, 1981, 6–12.
Robertson County Tribune, April 24; May 1, 15 June
5, 1884. Available on microfilm at W. T. Young Li

brary, Univ. of Kentucky, Lexington, Ky.
Deborah Diersen Crocker

1869 reorganized themselves as the Louisville,
Cincinnati and Lexington Railroad (LC&L). The
route the LC&L chose ran somewhat inland from

the Ohio River and for most of its distance perpen
dicular to the natural drainage system, thus re
quiring the construction of numerous bridges and
six tunnels. Because this railroad, upon comple
tion, would shorten the rail distance between Cin

LOUISVILLE, CINCINNATI, AND LEX
INGTON RAILROAD. Cincinnati and North

ern Kentucky in the 1850s and 1860s found them
selves at a disadvantage in serving the growing
Southern trading markets. East Coast cities were
being linked with the South by railroads running
down through the Tidewater region of America. In
Kentucky two railroads had been completed from
the Ohio River into the heartland of the South. The

Illinois Central (IC) extended south from Chicago
to Cairo, Ill. At Cairo a railcar ferry transferred
IC rolling stock across the river to Columbus, Ky.,

cinnati and Louisville, it quickly gained the title
the Short Line. Regular traffic on it between Louis
ville and Covington began in June 1869. With the
completion of the Newport and Cincinnati Bridge
(the L&N Bridge) in 1872, the LC&L reached
Cincinnati.

Cincinnati by 1860 had developed two limited
rail routes to reach the South. The first was by the
6-foot broad-gauge Ohio and Mississippi Railroad,
which intersected with the JM&I at Seymour, Ind.,
and with the IC at Sandoval, Ill. Since both of these

two later railroads were standard gauge (4 feet 8.5
inches), cargo had to be transloaded at these con
nections. The second route used the Kentucky
Central Railroad (KC) at Covington to reach Lex
ington; merchandise then was transferred to the
Lexington and Frankfort (Lex&F) and the Louis
ville and Frankfort (Lou&F) to reach Louisville. The

Lex&F and the LoučF were built to standard gauge,
but in 1863 the War Department converted them to
5-foot gauge, the same gauge as the L&N. The

pulled by the steam engines of that era. More than
25 miles of the Short Line have grades greater than
1 percent, and another 20 miles have a grade of be
tween 0.75 and 1 percent. The ruling grade is a 2.72
percent climb as part of a 5-mile overall 1.16 per
cent climb. The right-of-way has nostraight stretch
longer than 2 miles, and only two other stretches
are straight for more than 1 mile. In one section of
the line there are 5.7 miles of curves within 74
miles of track. The maximum curve on the line

line. Between Walton and Glencoe, the terrain is

Southern in 1877, the LC&L went into bank

rough; it had necessitated numerous cuts and fills
and had required construction of the 636-foot Ea
gle Creek Tunnel in northwest Grant Co. West of
the tunnel is the Eagle Creek Valley and the towns
of Glencoe and Sparta. Glencoe served as the rail
head for Warsaw in Gallatin Co., and Sparta for
Owenton in Owen Co. At Worthington the rail
road crossed the Kentucky River and began its
climb up Mills Creek for LaGrange and Louisville
via Campbellsburg. At LaGrange the LC&L ran
over the existing Lou&F rails into Louisville. In
1959 the LoučF's Frankfort Junction at LaGrange
was taken up and rail service between Louisville
and Frankfort was rerouted through Shelbyville in
Shelby Co.
The bridge between Newport and Cincinnati
was built by the a subsidiary of the Pennsylvania
Railroad (PRR); the PRR sold the bridge to the

ruptcy in 1881. The line was then bought by the
L&N to keep competitors away. Over the years the
L&N straightened a few curves, lowered some
grades, and daylighted all but the Eagle Creek Tun
nel, but the route still presents a challenge for engi

grade. From Latonia the railroad ran along
Banklick Creek, climbing to the plateau above the
river valleys via two high trestles, one at Banklick
Creek and one at Independence. Once on top of

further south.

on the line, which limited the loads that could be

turning west for LaGrange, where it met the Lou&F

Latonia. At Latonia the LC&L crossed the KC at

whose track ran to Mobile, Ala. Upstream at Louis
ville two railroads, providing connections with De
troit and Chicago, terminated on the north shore of
the Ohio River: the New Albany and Salem Railroad
and the Jeffersonville, Madison, and Indianapolis
Railroad (JM&I) in Indiana. Goods were carried by
wagons and ferried from railcars that had arrived at
Jeffersonville and New Albany to Louisville and
equipment headed for Nashville, Tenn., and points

The Short Line did not attract the business its

promoters believed it was capable of supporting.
The problem was the excessive grades and curves

measures 7 degrees 10 minutes. Curves of 3 de
grees and more, however, are common, and many
occur on a grade. This configuration made for
stress on the engines pulling cars over the line. Ac
cepted railroad practice of the day allowed that an
engine that could move 1,000 tons on level grade
could move only 200 tons on a 0.05 percent grade,
a rise of 6 inches in 100 feet. Therefore, watering
points were established at Walton and Glencoe,
and both coaling and watering facilities were pro
vided at Worthington.
As a result of the lack of business, which only
grew worse with the opening of the Cincinnati

The rail line, as built, was 113 miles long. It
crossed the Ohio River from Cincinnati by bridge
into Newport, where it ran south along Saratoga
St. to its own private right-of-way south of 11th St.
The road then went down the Licking River Valley
to Wilder, where it crossed the Licking River into

and to a connection with the Mobile and Ohio,

loaded onto Louisville and Nashville (L&N)

Monmouth Sts. (called the NX Cabin) in 1888, the

old station served Newport as both a freight and a
passenger stop; after the passenger depot moved to
the combined station at the Newport diamond, it
remained a freight depot for the L&N for many
years. Concrete marks can be seen today in the
sidewalk where thesidings from the mainline once
entered the small station yard. In its last days, the
Newport city sign could be seen on the freight sta
tion, which served local Newport businesses. That
property became Art's Rental Equipment in the

Main St. in downtown Mount Olivet. The first floor

Moore, T. Ross, ed. Echoes from the Century, 1867–
1967 Mount Olivet, Ky. Robertson Co. Historical
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the hill, the rail line ran south to Walton, before

neers who attempt it.
In 1875 the Cincinnati Southern crossed the

LC&L by a bridge at Walton, and the Chesapeake
and Ohio Railroad (C&O) in 1888 crossed the

LC&L on grade in Newport at NX Cabin (11th and
Monmouth Sts.).

In 1980 the Short Line became part of CSX. In
1984 CSX embargoed traffic along Saratoga St. in
Newport, shifting service into Ohio over the C&O
Bridge. CSX donated the L&N Bridge to the City of
Newport in 1999, and it is used today as a pedes
trian bridge, affectionately called the Purple People
Bridge because of its color. The Short Line today

L&N in 1904. The Little Miami station at Pearland

terminates in a connection with the former C&O

roundabout nature of both of these routes added to

Butler Sts. in Cincinnati was the northern termi

the cost of shipment to Louisville. The conversion to
the 5-footgauge was a rare eventin U.S. railroad his
tory, done for the sake of expediency in the Union

nus of the LC&L. For a short period before the
bridge to Cincinnati was completed, the northern
terminus was the Newport station, located along
the east side of Saratoga St. between present-day

Railway track at NX Cabin in Newport, and both
are parts of CSX. In recent years the line has seen a
growth in traffic, moving up to 16 trains daily.
The first LC&L Bridge over the Licking River

war effort.

To stay competitive, what Cincinnati wanted

Fifth and Sixth Sts. Until the combined station of

and needed was a more direct rail connection with

the C&O and the L&N was opened at 11th and

remains between Wilder and Latonia, but it is not in

use. Replaced in the 1920s by a bridge able to carry
heavier loads, the 1869 bridge serves as a support
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structure for water lines crossing the Licking River.
The LC&L Bridge across the Kentucky River was
also replaced in the 1920s.
Appleton's Railway and Steam Navigation Guide.
New York: Robbins and Appleton, 1870.
Condit, Carl W. The Railroad and the City. Colum
bus: Ohio State Univ. Press, 1977.
Herr, Kincaid A. The Louisville & Nashville Rail

road. Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 2000.
Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss.,

from Paris to Lexington, and the Lexington and
Danville (L&D) from Lexington to Nicholasville.
This rail line was projected to cross the Kentucky
River near Wilmore via High Bridge, a suspension
bridge designed by John Roebling, and continue
to Burnside, Ky., and Chattanooga, Tenn. The out
break of the Civil War caused this plan to be tempo
rarily shelved. This line operated under the advertis
ing title of Kentucky Central Railroad. After the
Civil War, the Kentucky Central route was not avail

identity with the forming of the Seaboard System
Railroad. The Seaboard System Railroad in turn was
folded into CSX in 1986. Repainting of L&N rolling
stock with CSX colors, however, had begun as early

able for Cincinnati's scheme to build south to At

the largest hump freight classification yards in the
nation. It was among the first of the hump yards to
have retarders installed; the north hump received its
set in 1940, and the south hump in 1964. At the
hump yard L&N freight trains were broken down
and their component cars forwarded to other rail
road yards in the Greater Cincinnati area, and cars
received from other yards were built into trains for
dispatchoverthe L&N. Ashiftin movement ofgoods

Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

lanta, Ga., so the Cincinnati Southern was forced to

Charles H. Bogart
LOUISVILLE AND

NASHVILLE

RAIL

ROAD. The Louisville and Nashville Railroad

(L&N) served Northern Kentucky via two raillines.
The first ran west from Northern Kentucky to Lou
isville, and the other ran south to Winchester. The
L&N received a charter in 1850 to build a line be

tween its two namesake cities, and it completed
construction of that line in 1860. The L&N was

heavily damaged during the Civil War but also
made a profit as a carrier of supplies to Union troops
in Tennessee. After the war, therefore, the L&N was

able to expand by acquiring local lines and merging
them into its system. The L&N eventually owned
track from Chicago to New Orleans and became
the predominant railroad in Kentucky.
The L&N first reached Northern Kentucky
over the Short Line, which was built between 1869

and 1870 as the Louisville, Cincinnati, and

Lexington Railroad (LC&L) to provide a con
nection with the South for merchants in Cincin

nati. The LC&L reached Cincinnati in 1872 by
crossing the Licking River at Latonia into Wilder
and then running down the middle of Newport's
Saratoga St. to the Cincinnati and Newport Bridge,
now the L&N Bridge, over the Ohio River. (Train
trafficended on Saratoga St. in 1984, and the bridge
was donated to the City of Newport by CSX in
1999) Once across the Ohio River, the rail line

connected with the Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, and St.
Louis Railway via the tracks of the Little Miami
Railroad, later the Pennsylvania Railroad.
The rail line built by the LC&L was constructed
to standard gauge, 4 feet and 8.5 inches. The L&N,
whose track extended into the South, was built to a

5-foot gauge. The result was that the LC&L cars
could not interchange with the L&N at Louisville;
goods moving south had to be transferred to cars of
the other railroad. Thus, there was an extra charge
for transportation of goods between Cincinnati
and southern destinations. When the LC&L went

into receivership in 1881, it was bought by the L&N.
This purchase allowed Louisville to continue to set
the price for goods originating in Cincinnati and
destined for a southern state. These actions by Lou
isvilleled to the buildingofthe Cincinnati South
ern Railroad.

The predecessor L&N line due south from
Northern Kentucky had been started in 1850 to gain
Cincinnati a rail route to Tennessee and Georgia.
The road was built by three separate companies: the
Covington and Lexington (C&L) from Coving
ton to Paris, the Maysville and Lexington (M&L)

build its own route south.

In 1865 the C&L and the M&L were acquired
by the Kentucky Central Association and in 1875
were merged as the Kentucky Central Railroad
(KC). The KC languished in the years after the
Civil War until, in 1881, it was bought by Collis P.
Huntington, who was building westward from
Ashland, Ky., to Cincinnati with his Chesapeake
and Ohio Railroad (C&O). Huntington also
owned the Chesapeake, Ohio, and Southwestern
(CO&SW), which ran from Louisville to Paducah.

To gain access to the CO&SW from the C&O, he
bought the KC, which provided access to Lexing
ton. At Lexington he used track rights over the
L&N line between Lexington and Louisville to
reach the CO&SW. Unfortunately, a recession
caused the whole venture to go into receivership.
The L&N then stepped in and bought the KC in
1891. The KC at this time consisted of three parts,
a road from Paris to Maysville, the line from Cov
ington to Lexington, and track from Paris to Sinks.
The L&N in the 1890s began a program to turn
the KC into a major hauler of coal to the northern

as 1980.

The heartofthe L&N presence in Northern Ken
tucky, during its last years of existence, was the De
Coursey Hump Yard south of Latonia, which was
built in 1918 and rebuilt in 1963. During its opera

tional life, with its two humps, the yard was one of

from boxcars to containers, the use of unit coal and

auto trains, and the opening of Queensgate Yard in
1981 at Cincinnati spelled the end of DeCoursey as
a hump yard. The yard was used for a time for the
storage of bad-order and excess cars by CSX before
portions of it were sold off during the 1990s.
The L&N operated a number of named and
local passenger trains south from Northern Ken
tucky until it terminated passenger service in 1971.
The named trains included the Pan American, the

shifted from Lexington to Corbin. The line be

Humming Bird, and the Azalean to New Orleans,
and the Southland and the Flamingo to St. Peters
burg, Fla. The L&N’s passenger depot in Cincinnati
had been served via the bridge between Newport
and Cincinnati, but in the early 1930s, with the
opening of the Cincinnati Union Terminal, L&N
passenger trains began to use the C&O Bridge be
tween Covington and Cincinnati as their gateway

tween Cincinnati and Corbin became the CC Di

into Ohio. This was not the first use of the C&O

vision. Then in 1916 the L&N built a new line from

Bridge, as it had been used to transfer freight cars
between the railroad transfer yard in Latonia and
the railyards of other railroads in Cincinnati.

markets. The southern terminus of the line was

Winchester to the coalfields of Perry Co., the East
ern Kentucky Division.
The Paris-to-Maysville rail line remained a
branch line with the L&N. Because of steep grades
and tight curves, which mandated slow speed, the
line never developed through freight service. This
line connected with the Chesapeake and Ohio Rail
way at Maysville and with the Flemingsburg and
Northern Railroad at Flemingsburg Junction. In
1979 the L&N sold the line to Transkentucky
Transportation Railroad Inc., which developed
a market niche of moving Eastern Kentucky coal to
the Ohio River coal terminal at Maysville.
In 1902 the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad gained
a controlling interest in the L&N. The L&N, how
ever, continued to operate as a separate company. In
1967 the Atlantic Coast Line and the Seaboard Air

Line Railway merged to form the Seaboard Coast
Line Railroad, a subsidiary of Seaboard Coast Lines
Industries. The Seaboard Coast Line began a mar
keting campaign in which its components, includ
ing the L&N, were referred to as the Family Lines. In
1980 Seaboard Coast Line Industries merged with
the Chessie System Railroad to form the CSX Cor
poration, which created CSX Transportation opera
tors of CSX's railroad properties. In 1982 the L&N,
as part of the Seaboard Coast Line, lost its corporate

"A Fond Farewell,” KP August 24, 1984,4K.
Herr, Kincaid A. The Louisville & Nashville Rail

road. Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 2000.
Klein, Maury. History of the Louisville & Nashville
Railroad. New York: Macmillan, 1972.

Trains Magazine. The Historical Guide to North
American Railroad. Waukesha, Wis.; Kalmbach
Books, 2000.

Charles H. Bogart
LOVELL HOUSE. See Porter-Fallis-Lovell
House.

LUCAS, KEN (b. August 22, 1933, Kenton Co.,
Ky). Kenneth Ray Lucas became a successful busi
nessman and an elected public official. After gradu

ation from the University of Kentucky at Lexington
in 1955, he joined the U.S. Air Force and served un
til 1967. Lucas worked many years as a financial
planner in Northern Kentucky. He began his politi
cal career as an elected member of the Florence City
Council from 1967–1974. He then was elected as a

Boone Co. commissioner, serving from 1974 to
1982. In 1970 he earned his MBA degree from
Xavier University in Cincinnati. Lucas was judge

LUDLOW

executive of Boone Co. for six years(1992–1998). He
sat for 23 years on the Board of Regents at North
ern Kentucky University, and for 13 of those
years he was the board's chairman. He also saw ser
vice as the president of the Northern Kentucky
Chamber of Commerce, and over theyears he has
volunteered as a workerformany other civic organi

built large residences. One of these homes was
Somerset Hall, a large Federal style structure built
by the Kenner family of Louisiana. Casper
Ritchie, a Swiss immigrant, constructed a grand

zations and causes.

Israel Ludlow laid out a small town on his property
and began selling lots for residential and business

In 1998 Lucas was elected to succeed Represen
tative Jim Bunning as the Kentucky 4th District
U.S. congressman. Lucas served three terms in the
U.S. House of Representatives and then chose not
to seek reelection in 2004. In November 2006 he

ran for his former congressional seat, occupied by
congressman Geoff Davis, and lost. As a con
gressman, Democrat Lucas was a member of the
fiscally conservative Blue Dog Democrats, cham
pioning economic development issues, education,
and social security. He is married to Mary Kappas,
and they have five children.
Biographical Directory of the United States Congress.
"Lucas, Ken." http://bioguide.congress.gov (ac
cessed March 6, 2006).

Robert Schrage

home at the northwest corner of Elm and Locust

Sts. Matthew Bentley built another early home at
the northwest corner of Elm and Butler Sts. In 1846

tlSČS.

In the years before the Civil War, the little vil
lage of Ludlow evolved into a quiet country hamlet
of small homes surrounded by lush gardens and
beautiful orchards. The village was connected to
Covington by River Rd. and to Cincinnati by a
ferry. River Rd., however, was prone to flooding
and was not always properly maintained. The own
ers of the ferry did not keep a regular schedule. A
number of prominent town residents suggested
that the area incorporate. They hoped that a local
government would be able to regulate the infre
quent and expensive ferryboat service to Cincin
nati. The Commonwealth of Kentucky officially
incorporated the city of Ludlow on February 20,
1864.

LUDLOW. Ludlow is located in northern Kenton

The State of Kentucky operated the first public
school in the city. Classroom space was acquired

Co. on the Ohio River. The city is bordered by Cov

on the first floor of the Christian Church at the

ington to the east, Bromley to the west, and Fort

corner of Elm and Locust Sts. When the city was
incorporated in 1864, town officials established a
school district under the supervision of city gov
ernment. Ludlow voters approved a $3,000 bond
issue to build a permanent school building (see
Ludlow Independent School District). That
same year, work began on a new school building on
Linden St. The brick building contained two class
rooms. In 1879 an addition to the building was
built to house the growing enrollment. Ludlow
High School began operation in 1886.
The Ludlow Police Department was established
in 1864 with the appointment of the town's first

Wright to the south. The first permanent resident
in what is today the city of Ludlow was Thomas D.
Carneal, a member of Kentucky's General Assem
bly and a wealthy landowner. Carneal acquired
1,200 acres of property and began in 1818 con
structing agrand home, which he called Elmwood
Hall. An early visitor to the estate described it in
this way: “I have not, since I left England, seen a
house so completely furnished with all the elegan
cies and refinements of society, nor a more hospi
table and abundant board, which is wholly sup
plied from his own grounds." The home sat on a
small rise of ground facing the Ohio River.
Carneal and his family lived in Elmwood Hall
until 1827, when it was sold to Englishman Wil
liam Bullock, the owner of London's Piccadilly
Circus and Egyptian Hall. Bullock intended to live

munity in Ludlow established St. Boniface Church
and School on Adela Ave. in the city's westend. That
congregation also sponsoreda school from the time
of its founding. An impressive Romanesque Revival
church building was dedicated in 1893. In 1887 the
city's Irish Catholics founded St. James Parish on
Carneal St. A parish school was established in 1893
and a new Gothic Revival church was constructed

on Oak St. in 1903–1904 (see Saints Boniface and
James Catholic Church).

Ludlow changed from a rural area to a working
class suburb during the 1870s, with the arrival of the
Cincinnati Southern Railroad (also known as

the Queen and Crescent Route). Many new residents,
especially German and Irish immigrants, were at
tracted to Ludlow by the abundance of railroad jobs
(see Cincinnati Southern Railroad Yard). Fre

quent and dependable railroad service also attracted
many other new businesses to the community. The
railroadbridge to Cincinnati was completed in 1877.
In 1885 the residents of Ludlow passed a bond issue
to construct a footpath on the bridge.
The 1890s witnessed much development in the
city. In 1893 streetcar service between Covington
and Ludlow began over the new Highway Ave. That
same year, the Pullman Company constructed a
large plant in the city to repair luxury railroad pas
senger cars. During the height of operations, the
Pullman Shops employed 200 area residents. The
shops were destroyed by fire on May 20, 1919. In
1894 investors in the South Covington and Cincin
nati Street Railway Company opened the Lagoon
Amusement Park along Pleasant Run Creek, west
of the city. The creek was dammed, forming a large
lake. Along the shores of the lagoon were built park
rides, assorted carnival amusements, and many
other attractions. Ludlow became an attractive en

tertainment destination for many people living
both in and outside of the Greater Cincinnati area.

Significant progress was made by the Ludlow
Public Schools in the 1890s, as well. In 1895 William

Oak St. The building housed the police department,
city offices, and the jail. The office of town marshal
was changed to chief of police in 1893 with the pas
sage of Kentucky's new constitution. That year,

and Albert Ludlow donated a lot at the northwest
corner of Oak St. and Adela Ave for the construction

Robert E. Callahan was elected the first Ludlow

nity on the spacious grounds. He acquired the ser
vices of architect I. B. Papworth to draw plans for
this new community, which he called Hygeia, a
word of Greek derivation meaning "health." Plans
for the community included a central fountain sur
rounded by four city blocks named Adams, Frank
lin, Jefferson, and Patterson squares. A circular
boulevard was to surround the four squares. The
plans also included a theater, churches, a library, a
museum, a cemetery, a tavern, and many single
family residences. It was Bullock's intention to en
tice Englishmen and their families to purchase lots
and take up residence in Hygeia; however, he had
little success, and the planned community of Hy
geia was never built.
In 1831 Bullock sold most of his property to Is

chiefoſpolice. Callahan became a beloved figure in
the community and held the position of chief from
1893 until his death in 1936, a period of more than
43 years. The Ludlow Volunteer Fire Department
was established in 1884, following a tragic fire that
destroyed two businesses and a home. The depart
ment was reorganized in 1890. The first firehouse
was built on Oak St. near the new city building
Churches played an important role in the early
development of the city. The first congregation es
tablished within the city was the Ludlow Christian
Church in 1841. Early city government was con
ducted in the old church building at the southeast
corner of Elm and Carneal Sts. Baptist residents liv
ing in the area established the First Baptist
Church, Ludlow, in 1849. Eventually, the congre
gation built a large church on Linden St. The Wes
ley United Methodist Church was founded in

rael L. Ludlow, a son of one of the founders of Cin

fice on Oak St. In 1872 the German Catholic com

marshal. In 1882 the first town hall was built on

in Elmwood Hall and establish a model commu

cinnati. During the ensuing decade, a few individ
uals purchased portions of the Ludlow estate and

567

1853 and constructed a small Gothic Revival edi

of a new school building. On June 29, 1895, the cor
nerstone of the new school was laid, with impressive
ceremonies, and the building was dedicated on June
12, 1897. A Cincinnati newspaper declared, “The
new building has no equal in the State of Kentucky
in point of comfort, beauty, and general utility for
educational purposes.” In 1915 a second building
was constructed to house the growing number of
pupils in the district. The Ludlow Board of Educa
tion oversaw the construction of a modern high
school building at the southwest corner of Elm St.
and Adela Ave. in 1932. The new George Washing
ton High School contained classrooms, alarge audi
torium, and a gymnasium. In 1937 Rigney Stadium
was constructed for athletics, using Works Progress
Administration (WPA) funds.

Ludlow experienced another buildingboom in
the years following World War I. In the eastern
end of town, the Morningside Addition was con
structed along the south side of Highway Ave.
Much of the city's west end was also developed
during this era on the former site of the Lagoon
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Amusement Park, which had closed in 1918. In

1923 a bond issue provided the funds to build a
new combination city hall and firehouse, which
was erected on Oak St. after the old firehouse and

city hall there were demolished. Ambulance and
life-squad services were initiated in the city in
1932. In 1926 William Ludlow donated to the city
five acres on the north side of Elm St. for park pur
poses. The donation was made in memory of his
brother, Albert S. Ludlow. A park board was estab
lished in 1926, and playground equipment was in
stalled in 1928. The current park shelter house was
constructed in 1932.

The flood of 1937 was the largest natural di
saster in the history of Ludlow. By January 22, Lud
low's residents living in low-lying areas began mov
ing their furniture and other belongings to high
ground. At this time Hooper, Somerset, and Forest
Aves. were under water. Also, water was creeping
up the lower portions of Euclid, Butler, and Kenner

firehouse in 1989 and the construction of the High
point Senior Citizens Apartments in 1980. Ludlow's
reputation as a city of fine homes was strengthened
in 2001 with the groundbreaking for the River's
Breeze Condominium Complex on Pigeon Point.
This development offers spectacular views of down

seat facility was built on a site near the elementary

town Cincinnati. In 2000 the U.S. Census Bureau

team.

reported that Ludlow's population was 4,409.
Centennial Celebration, Ludlow, Kentucky: Com
memorating 100 Years of Progress 1864–1964.
Ludlow, Ky: Ludlow Centennial Committee, 1964.
Hunnicutt, John M. History of the City of Ludlow.
Ludlow, Ky. Ludlow Volunteer Fire Department,
1935.

school on Oak St. In November 1975 the Ludlow

High School football team defeated Heath High
School (7-6) to win Ludlow High School's first state
championship. A second state title was won in 1999
by the Ludlow High School Girls Cross Country
Benson, George S. "Looking Ahead,” Ludlow News
Enterprise, April 16, 1970, 1.
"Dedication of School Is Set," KP, April 23, 1932, 1.
“Early Ludlow Public Schools,” Kenton County His
torical Society Newsletter, August 1990.
“Local Crowd Follows Team to Western Bowl,” News

Enterprise, December 4, 1975, 1.

Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington

Ludlow Centennial Celebration, Inc. Ludlow Cen

and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss.,

tennial Souvenir Program, 1864–1964. Newport,

Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

Ky: Acorn-OTTOmatic Printing, 1964.
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Sts. The Ludlow Streetcar line was blocked in Cov

school was established in 1886, to further the edu

ington, and egress through Bromley was impossi
ble. The only reliable way out was through Devou

cational goals of the Ludlow Independent School

TRICT. The Commonwealth of Kentucky oper
ated the first public school in the city of Ludlow.

District. Before this date, students from Ludlow

Classes were held on the first floor of the old Chris

Park to the north. The Green Line Transit Com

fires. Most of the city was also without electricity,
only the line that supplied the city hall was opera

who wished to continue their education paid tu
ition to attend the Covington High School or one of
the region's private schools. The high school pro
gram in Ludlow began modestly in the district's el
ementary school building along Linden St. In 1889
the first graduating class received diplomas. These
first graduates were Alice Closson, Grace Harwood,
Elizabeth Hankins, Margaret Hill, Jessie Howe,
Anna Nixon, Robert Rigdon, George Price, and
Bertha Vanderbilt. Enrollment at the school grew
slowly in the years before World War I. Between
1890 and 1893, 30 students received diplomas. No
diplomas were awarded in 1894 or 1895.
In 1915 a separate building was constructed to
accommodate the growing number of junior high
and high school pupils. The architectural firm of
Weber, Werner, and Adkins of Cincinnati designed
the building. The structure contained five class

tional. Men from the Civilian Conservation Corps

rooms, a science laboratory, a study hall, a library, a

(CCC) helped the citizens recover from the flood,

small auditorium, a gymnasium, and a lunchroom.
This building quickly became inadequate to serve
the educational needs of the district. During the
1920s, more students began attending high school,
and the need arose to obtain a larger building. In
1932 a new high school was constructed at the

pany began running buses to Ludlow through De
vou Park. The river reached a crest of 79.99 feet on

January 26. More than 500 families were forced to
leave their homes, and more than 43 percent of the
city was under water. Residents stored their furni
ture in the Odd Fellows Hall, St. Boniface School,

St. James School, the Masonic Hall, the Wesley
Methodist Church, the First Baptist Church, the
Knights of Columbus Hall, and the Dixie Metal
Tag Company. The American Red Cross estab
lished a relief center at the First Presbyterian
Church. Emergency meals were served at both the
Presbyterian Church and St. Boniface Church. Be
cause Ludlow was without running water and gas,
residents were forced to cook their food on outdoor

These workers were housed at St. James School. The

Ludlow Volunteer Fire Department and the Lud
low Police Department worked around the clock to
ensure the safety of residents. All flooded homes
were sanitized and inspected before residents were
permitted to return.
The baby boom following World War II filled
Ludlow's schools and churches. Several new devel

southwest corner of Elm St. and Adela Ave. Archi

tect F. J. Porter designed the structure, and it cost
$164,000. The new Collegiate Gothic style building
was dedicated formally on April 30, 1932. It con

tian Church at the corner of Elm and Locust Sts.

When Ludlow was incorporated in 1864, town of.
ficials established a school district under the su

pervision of city government. Enrollment at that
time was 130. The first school board consisted of
Levi Bavis, Fred Gottlieb, and C. W. Harwood.

In 1869 Ludlow voters approved a $3,000 bond
issue to construct a school building, which was
built on Linden St. and contained two spacious
classrooms. In 1879 an addition was erected to ac

commodate the increasing number of pupils. In
1887 additional classrooms were opened in a
nearby cottage that was purchased by the school
board. William and Albert Ludlow donated a large
parcel of property at the northwest corner of Oak
St. and Adela Ave. for a new school building in
1895, and the architectural firm of Fasse and Com

pany was chosen to design the new structure. Plans
called for a school measuring 90 by 120 feet with a
circular tower at each corner. The cornerstone was

set on June 29, 1895, and the facility was dedicated
on June 12, 1897, with impressive ceremonies. This
building contained 10 classrooms, a room for mu
sic instruction, and a lunchroom.

A high school program was begun in Ludlow in
1886. The first high schoolgraduation class, consist
ing of nine students, received their diplomas in 1889.
The school board named the school George Wash
ington High School. As the population of Ludlow

opments were built at this time, including the 600
blocks of Laureland Linden Sts. By 1950 the popu

tained 16 classrooms, an 800-seat auditorium, and a

increased, so did the need for additional school fa

lation had reached 6,374. The 1950s also witnessed

gymnasium. Each classroom was equipped with a

cilities, especially for the high school. By 1915 the
school building at Oak St. and Adela Ave., which
housed both the elementary school and the high
school, was operating beyond capacity. The citizens
of Ludlow approved a bond issue for the construc
tion of a new building to accommodate the high
school classes. In 1915 a new high school (currently
the junior high school building) was opened near
the elementary school. The architectural firm of
Weber, Werner, and Adkins of Cincinnati designed
the building. The years following World War I wit
nessed a sharp increase in attendance at Ludlow
High School. In 1932 the district built a modern

the development of Ludlow Heights on the south
side of Highway Ave. In 1957 the old Ludlow Ele
mentary School was demolished to make way for
the current structure, which was dedicated to

Mary A. Goetz, a teacher in the Ludlow Schools for
52 years.

radio. Officially, the name ofthe school is the George
Washington High School. However, throughout its
history, the school has been referred to as the Lud
low High School.
The Works Progress Administration (WPA) fi
nanced the construction of Rigney Football Sta

The population of Ludlow began to decline dur
ing the late 1960s. Many Ludlow residents were

dium on Ludlow's riverfront in 1937. The stadium

drawn to the new suburban cities located south and

to the stadium in 1960, and an electronicscoreboard
was installed in 1963. The need for more modern

west of the town. By the early 1980s, the city's popu
lation had stabilized at 4,500. More recently, Ludlow
has continued to advance with an addition to the

was dedicated on October 8, 1937. Lights were added

sports facilities resulted in the construction of a new
gymnasium at the high school in 1970. The 1,300

LUKOWSKY, ROBERT O.

high school building at the southwest corner of Elm
St. and Adela Ave. Architect F.J. Porter designed the

He was elected without opposition in 1974 to the
Kentucky Court of Appeals, Kentucky's highest

structure, which was constructed at the cost of

court at the time.

$164,000.

According to a resolution passed by the Ken
tucky Supreme Court in 1986, Lukowsky “took the
lead to push for passage of the Judicial Reform Act,
which amended the Kentucky Constitution in the

The current elementary school building opened
in 1957. The modern steel-and-glass building was
dedicated to the memory of Mary A. Goetz, who
taught there for more than 50 years. Born of immi
grant parents, Goetz and her two sisters, Christina

mid-1970s." Known then as the Judicial Article, this

children. All three sisters taught within the Ludlow
school system. In 1998 Ludlow school officials ap
proved an addition to the school building, which
was erected in the area between the high school and
elementary school buildings facing Adela Ave. The
Ludlow Independent School District is known for
its dedicated faculty and staff and for its consis
tently high achievement on national and state stan

set of comprehensive reforms rationalized the orga
nization of hundreds of petit courts across the
commonwealth and incorporated them into a uni
fied judicial system. The Judicial Article required
that all Kentucky judges belawyers, it vested all liti
gants with the right of at least one appeal, and it
created the new Kentucky Supreme Court. The en
actment of the Judicial Article and its implementa
tion in the succeeding years brought Kentucky into
the front rank of states in the cause of progressive

dardized tests.

court reform.

and Esther, devoted their lives to the education of

Benson, George S. "Looking Ahead,” Ludlow News
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“Contract for School Is Let,” KP, June 16, 1931, 13.
“Dedication of School Is Set," KP, April 23, 1932, 1.

“Early Ludlow Public Schools,” Kenton County His
torical Society Newsletter, August 1990.
“Local Crowd Follows Team to Western Bowl,” News

Enterprise, December 4, 1975, 1.
Ludlow Centennial Celebration, Inc. Ludlow Cen

tennial Souvenir Program, 1864–1964. Newport,
Ky: Acorn-OTTOmatic Printing, 1964.

“Ludlow Schools Forming Foundation," KP, Novem
ber 21, 2001, 2K.
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David E. Schroeder

LUKOWSKY, ROBERTO. (b. August 23, 1927,
Covington, Ky.; d. December 5, 1981, Cincinnati,
Ohio). Robert O. Lukowsky Jr., an acclaimed judge,
legal writer, and teacher of law, was the son of
Robert O. and Esther Agnes Cole Lukowsky. His
grandparents, Joseph and Rebecca Lukowsky, emi
grated from Odessa, Russia. Robert Lukowsky Jr.
grew up at 316 Madison Ave. in Covington and at
tended St. Xavier High School in Cincinnati (class
of 1945) and the University of Cincinnati. He grad
uated from the university's College of Law and was
admitted to the Kentucky bar in 1949.
Lukowsky served in the Corps of Engineers of
the U.S. Army at the close of World War II, was
commissioned in the Judge Advocate General's De
partment of the U.S. Air Force during the Korean
War, and retired from active service in the Air
Force as a lieutenant colonel.

He was appointed and served as judge pro tem
and trial commissioner of the Kenton Co. Court

from 1952 to 1955. During that time he helped to
found the court's Juvenile Session and also served

Lukowsky was appointed by three different
governors to the Kentucky Crime Commission.
He also served on a committee that revised the Ken

tucky Rules of Civil Procedure and was a member
of a commission that reviewed Kentucky's sub
stantive criminal law, leading to the enactment of
the Kentucky Penal Code. He was a member of the
first class of the National College of State Trial
Judges in 1964 and served on the faculty of the ju
dicial college as a lecturer and seminar leader of
the judicial conferences in 18 different states. Lu
kowsky was an adjunct professor of law at Chase
College of Law at Northern Kentucky Univer
sity and served as a consultant to the Institute of
Court Management on the subject of rural court
administration.

Upon enactment and implementation of the
Judicial Article, Lukowsky was elevated to the Ken
tucky Supreme Court in 1978, representing a dis
trict that included metropolitan Northern Ken
tucky and several rural counties nearby. He was the
first Northern Kentuckian to serve on the Kentucky
Supreme Court.

Lukowsky enjoyed a reputation for prodigious
intellectual capacity, he wrote pungent appellate
opinions, and his tutelage in law and procedure was
venerated by lawyers and judges, who embraced his
high standards and mordant wit. He believed that
law, vigorously practiced, was fundamental to a just
society. He "possessed great literary skill,” according
to Kentucky Supreme Court chief justice John S.
Palmore, who served with him in the inaugural
term of the high court. Lukowsky believed that lay
people as well as practitioners should understand
legal writing. One could never be in doubt about
Lukowsky's position on the issues at hand after read
ingone of his opinions. Hisappellate opinions were
gemsofliteracy, clarity, and wit. Each is a small legal
literary classic.
Lukowsky thought that the Kentucky legislature
had made a muddle of part of the workers compen

on a three-member committee that drafted rules of

sation statute in its 1978 session. Nevertheless, he

practice and procedure for the Kenton Circuit
Court. He was appointed a Kenton circuit judge in
1962 by Governor Bert T. Combs; at the time he
was the youngest circuit judge in the history of
Kentucky. He was reelected circuit judge in 1969.

voted with the court majority to uphold the act,
damning the legislature with faint praise:"In the last
analysis, the palate of the people determines the leg
islative diet. As President Ulysses S. Grant put it in
his Inaugural Address on March 4, 1869, 'I know of
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no method to secure the repeal of bad or obnoxious
laws so effective as their stringent execution....
The constitutional ring is closed. The legislature
gave. The legislature has taken away. This court shall
respect the function of the legislature.”
Perhaps his best-known and most controver
sial opinion was in the case that upheld the legisla
ture's enactment of a law requiring the posting of a
copy of the Ten Commandments in every public
school classroom in the state. It may have been in

deference to what were apparently his own strong
religious beliefs that Lukowsky took five double
columned pages to explain his dissent, which in
cluded these comments:

Section 5 of the Kentucky Bill of Rights is unequiv
ocal: “No preference shallever be given by law ... to
any particular creed. . . . It is an inescapable conclu
sion that the Ten Commandments are a religious
creed.... The same power which could place a
copy of the Ten Commandments on the wall of
every public elementary and secondary classroom
could place a copy of the Communist Manifesto on
the same wall. The same state that could require a
pledge of allegiance to the "Stars and Stripes' could
require a salute to the “Hammer and Sickle” ... The
wall that separates church and state protects as it
restricts.

Justice Lukowsky's position was adopted when the
U.S. Supreme Court overturned the Ten Com
mandments decision.
He was considered for a seat on the U.S. Court of

Appeals for the Sixth District that sits in Cincinnati
butwasheardtosay thathehad beenout-maneuvered
in the hurly-burly ofthenomination process, and the
appointment went to anotherjudge.
At the peak of his reputation and influence and
seven years into an eight-year term on the Ken
tucky Supreme Court, Lukowsky was stricken with
cancer. He died at Good Samaritan Hospital in
Cincinnatiin 1981. He was 54 and had been a judge
for 29 years. He had resided in Fort Mitchell. “He
loved the law. His total life was the law," said his

widow Rosemary Domashko Lukowsky upon his
passing. “He was one of the most dedicated and
courageous men I have ever met,” observed Ken
tucky Supreme Court chief justice Robert Ste
phens at the time of his passing.
Lukowsky was a practicing Catholic who at
tended Mass on Saturday evenings at the Cathe
dral Basilica of the Assumption in Covington.
He was a member of the Ralph W. Fulton Post 6423
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Latonia
Post 2032 of the American Legion.
His memory is preserved at Chase Law School
with an award given in his name each year to the
outstanding professor, as selected by the students.
The law library at the Kenton Co. Justice Center
bears his name. A portrait of Lukowsky by the art
ist Maria Simmons of Elizabethtown, Ky., was
hung in the capitol at Frankfort on June 11, 1996.
At the unveiling, Chief Justice Stephens, himself a
Covington native, wrote in remarks placed in the
record of the Supreme Court, “No one fought more
fiercely to preserve the integrity of our courts than
Bob Lukowsky.”
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LURTON, HORACE HARMON (b. February
26, 1844, Newport, Ky., d. July 12, 1914, Atlantic
City, N.J.). Horace Harmon Lurton, a Confederate
soldier, a lawyer, and a U.S. Supreme Court justice,
was the son of Dr. Lycurgus L. and Sarah Ann Har
mon Lurton. In the 1850s the family left Newport
for Clarksville, Tenn. Lurton's early education was
by private tutor; he then entered Douglas University
in Chicagoatage 15. After his second year in college,
the Civil War began, and he joined the Confeder.
ate Army. He intended to enlist in a Kentucky regi
ment, but, encountering none, he joined the 5th
Tennessee Infantry. By age 18 he had been promoted
to sergeant major, the highest rank attainable for an
enlisted man. Then he joined the 1st Kentucky In
fantry CSA. He was captured at Fort Donelson,
Tenn., and imprisoned at Camp Chase in Colum
bus, Ohio. After escaping from the prison, he joined
the 7th Kentucky Cavalry CSA. When Morgan's
Raiders (see John Hunt Morgan) surrendered in
July 1863 during their invasion of Ohio, Lurton was
imprisoned again. This time he was taken to Camp
Johnson's Island, near Sandusky, Ohio. He became
seriously ill with what was thought to be tuberculo
sis, and his mother was able to persuade President
Abraham Lincoln (1860–1865) to allow him to come

home. After regaininghis health, Lurton was admit
ted to Cumberland Law School, at Lebanon, Tenn.

He received his law degree in 1867 and set up prac
tice in Clarksville,Tenn. That same year, he married
Mary Frances Owen. Lurton was elected to the Ten
nessee Supreme Court in 1886, becoming chief jus
tice in 1893. President Grover Cleveland (1885–1889

and 1893–1897) appointed him to the U.S. Sixth
District Court of Appeals in 1893. In 1898 he began
teaching constitutional law at Vanderbilt University
in Nashville, Tenn., and was promoted to dean of
the law school in 1905. President William Howard

Taft (1909–1913) nominated Lurton as an associate

justice of the U.S. Supreme Court in December
1909. His performance with the court was consid:
ered outstanding; it was said that he wrote clear,
scholarly opinions. Because offailinghealth, he took
a leave of absence in December 1913 and spent the
winter in Florida trying to recuperate. He returned
the following year, but his health continued to de
cline and he died at Atlantic City, N.J., of heart dis
ease. He was buried in Greenville Cemetery in
Clarksville,Tenn.

"Lurton, a Newport Boy on the Bench," KJ, March 31,
1893. 4.

"The New Judge a Campbell County Boy," KJ, March
23, 1893, 8.

LUSBY'S MILL. Lusby's Mill in Owen Co. is lo
cated six miles east of Owenton along Ky. Rt. 330
and Eagle Creek. In the early years of the county's
history, this area was settled by the Cobb family,
hence its earliest name, Cobb's Mill. William Jones
built a mill there for the Cobbs. Before 1852 John

or William Lusby had acquired the mill, and the
area came to be called Lusby's Mill. It had a post
office from 1852 until 1904 and was incorporated
as Lusby's Mill in 1869. The town also had a grade
school and the Lusby Central High School; the lat
ter closed in 1934 after the last class graduated.
During the Civil War, Camp Humphrey, a Con
federate recruiting and training center, was just up
an adjacent steep hill. There have been several
churches in the town, and until 1897 there was a

distillery. Lusby's Mill was the home of nostalgic
poet Perry Jones, who was raised by Margaret Mc
Gibney "Aunt Marge" Hammon (1832–1929). She
donated the land for the first school in town. After

a bypass road was constructed, business activity
declined greatly. No recent population estimates
are available.

An Atlas of Owen County, Kentucky. Philadelphia:
Lake, 1883.

Lusby's Mill.
private firms in peacetime. The automobile analogy
proved misguided, as factory-produced and dealer
distributed housing presented far more obstacles.
Success required fundamental changes in the fi
nancial, legal, and social underpinnings of the
housing industry, an industry notoriously resistant
to change.
Lustron produced approximately 2,500 houses
from 1949 to 1951 and distributed them through
regional dealerships. With the United States em
broiled in the Korean War and traditional home

builders expanding production, Congress cut Lus
tron's funding and the company drifted into receiv
ership. In the years following the company's de
mise, prefabricated housing gained greater market
share and customer acceptance. Many of Lustron's
technical innovations, especially its steel framing
system, have become increasingly common in resi
dential construction.

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: "Sweet Owen." Louisville, Ky:Standard,
1976.

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing.
ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1984.
LUSTRON HOMES. Northern Kentucky con
tains a number of Lustron homes, an interesting
architectural developmentofthe mid-20th century.
The Lustron Corporation manufactured porcelain
enameled steel prefabricated ranch-style houses
during the immediate post-World War II period.
With financial support from the federal govern
ment, Lustron was the largest manufacturer of
factory-made prefabricated housing for abrief time
until its collapse in 1951. A shortage of affordable
housing for returning veterans created a favorable
climate for new approaches to housing construc
tion, and Lustron capitalized on the market de
mand, using advanced production technologies
and timely political connections.
In 1946 Kentucky native Wilson Wyatt, head of
the veterans emergency housing program under
President Harry S Truman (1945–1953), selected
Lustron as an exemplar of new thinking about
factory-producedhousing. He hoped that large-scale
manufacturing would make decent housing avail
able to middle-income families just as mass produc
tion had done for automobiles. Although Wyattsoon
left the administration, he succeeded in establishing
Lustron as a viable enterprise, and the company
eventually received $37 million infederal funds.
Lustron had limited success, but the large com
mitment of taxpayer dollars to the firm made it an
easy target for those opposed to federal funding of

Northern Kentucky Lustrons can be found in
Alexandria (1), Edgewood (2), Fort Wright (1), and
Owenton (4). The houses were durable, attractive,

and popular with their owners. Twenty-five Lus
trons are currently on the National Register of His
toric Places, and nearly all the homes produced re
main standing.
Knerr, Douglas. Suburban Steel. Columbus, Ohio
State Univ., 2004.

Douglas Knerr

LUTHERANS. As German immigrants moved
into Northern Kentucky in the 19th century, Lu
therans were among them, although they were
greatly outnumbered by German Roman Catho
lics (see German Americans). The Lutheran

tradition of Christianity originated with the Refor
mation during the early 1500s. Martin Luther
(1483–1546),a Roman CatholicAugustinian monk,
priest, professor, and theologian, is considered the
founder of Lutheranism. The first Lutherans to ar

rive in North America came from Holland as early
as 1623 and founded the city of New Amsterdam
(New York City). Henry Melchior Muhlenberg
(1711–1787) may rightfully be called the patriarch
of the Lutheran Church in America. Arriving in
Charleston, S.C., after a 14-week voyage in 1741,
Muhlenberg was a tireless worker who helped orga
nize churches in the colonies until his death in Oc

tober 1787. Three of Muhlenbergssons became or
dained Lutheran ministers and were prominent in
other fields including botany, the military, and pol
itics. One son, John Peter Gabriel (1746–1807), is

LYNCHING OF PETER KLEIN

the namesake of Muhlenberg Co. in Western
Kentucky.
Lutherans moving westward in frontier Amer
ica during the early 1800s were typically German
speaking farmers. A lack of strong church leader
ship and the scarcity of pastors made church
organization difficult. The freedom-minded Lu
therans found slavery repulsive, and furthermore,
the terrain and soil were not very conducive to their
farming needs and skills. These are some of the rea
sons why more congregations were not founded in
Northern Kentucky.
From 1820 to 1970, Lutheran synods evolved by
regions and doctrinal beliefs. While the General
Synod of the northern states, including northern
Indiana, was generally more liberal, evangelistic,
and socially active, the General Councilofsouthern
Indiana, Kentucky, and Tennessee was more ortho
dox, separatist, and silent on public issues. In 1917 a
merger of the General Synod, the General Council,
and the United Synod in the South created the
United Lutheran Church in America. Kentucky had
about 3,900 members, and there were almost 1,300

Kentuckians in the Missouri Synod. By the 1920s,
most Kentucky mission churches were urban. In
1934 the Kentucky-Tennessee Synod was organized,
and although most of its constituency was in Louis
ville, its first convention was held in Newport. Over
coming the hardships of the Great Depression
and World War II, the synod was held together by
placing emphasis on the importance of the individ
ual and in authentic fellowship. Common goals in
Christian service were pursued. By 1962, member
ship had doubled, and in 1963 the reorganized
Indiana-Kentucky Synod became operative with a
Gospel-centered ministry as its focus.
The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod began
in 1839, with 750 Saxon immigrants who, seeking
religious freedom, settled in Missouri. Pastors sent
from Germany helped form the German Evangeli
cal Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other
States, and its first convention was held in Chicago
in 1847. One hundred years later, in 1947, the name
was changed to the Lutheran Church–Missouri
Synod. This arm of the Lutheran Church main

tains some theological differences with the Evan
gelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) in
biblical interpretation, such as holding the ordina
tion of women as contrary to scripture. The ELCA
has ordained women ministers since 1970, while

primarily in Africa, Asia, Denmark, Finland, Ger
many, Indonesia, North America, Norway, South
America, and Sweden.

On a global level, the organized body of the Lu
theran Church helps support the missions of Lu
theran Disaster Response (LDR) and Lutheran
World Relief (LWR), which are among the world's
largest immediate-response efforts to assist in do
mestic and global emergencies. LDR, a collabora
tive ministry between the ELCA and the LCMS,
provides care to anyone in need domestically
through Lutheran Social Service. It has acted in re
covery efforts following natural disasters in Florida
and along the Gulf Coast after the hurricanes of the
early 21st century. LWRsupports global ministerial
efforts such as recovery from the tsunami that im
pacted Africa, India, and Indonesia on Christmas
Eve 2004. It also advocates fair trade to help
developing-world farmers and artisans overcome
poverty and to create better communities and envi
ronments. These organized, corporate church bod
ies exemplify joint efforts by all facets of the Lu
theran Church to provide assistance in emergency
situations with immediate aid in counseling, medi
cal and material assistance, and supplies.
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is a Fortune

500 company—the result of a 2001 merger between
two early-20th-century fraternal benefit companies
founded by Lutheran leaders in Minnesota and
Wisconsin. The not-for-profit organization provides
financial products to members and gives profits
back to the larger community through its sponsored
programs, such as Thrivent Builds, Habitat for Hu
manity, and broadcast programs such as Minnesota
Public Radio's Speaking of Faith—conversations
about religion, meaning, ethics, and ideas.
From the establishment of Hopeful Lutheran
Church in Florence, Ky., in 1806, to the rebuilding
of St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Cold Spring in 2008, this faith tradition persists.
Reformation is an ongoing, perpetual process as
the eight ELCA, four LCMS, and one WELS
Northern Kentucky Lutheran congregations min
ister to the needs of all people with physical, social,
and spiritual service.
Existing Lutheran congregations in the early
21st century and their founding dates in Northern
Kentucky include the following eight ELCA
churches: Hopeful Lutheran Church in Florence
(1806), Hebron Lutheran Church in Burlington

European Lutheran churches began ordaining

(1854), St. John Lutheran Church in Melbourne

women in the 1920s.
In 1988 three Lutheran church bodies in the

(1861), St. Mark Lutheran Church in Newport

United States formed the ELCA–the American Lu

(1928), St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Cold Spring (1953), Prince of Peace Lutheran

theran Church, the Association of Evangelical Lu
theran Churches, and the Lutheran Church in

America. The ELCA is the largest body of the Lu
theran church in the United States today, number

ing more than 5.5 million people.The second-largest
Lutheran Church group in the nation is the more
conservative Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod
(LCMS), with more than 2.6 million members.

(1897), St. Paul Lutheran Church in Chatham

Church in Bellevue (1978), and Gloria Dei Lu
theran Church in Crestview Hills (1982). There

are also four LCMS churches: Trinity Lutheran
Church in Maysville (1929), Bethany Lutheran
Church in Erlanger (1934), Good Shepherd Lu
theran Church in Florence (1995), and Immanuel

Other organized bodies currently include the Wis
consin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) and the
Association of Free Lutheran Congregations. There

Lutheran Church in Dry Ridge; and there is one
WELS congregation, Amazing Grace Lutheran
Church in Boone Co. The founding dates of the
Immanuel and Amazing Grace congregations are

are about 82.6 million Lutherans worldwide—

unknown.
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LYNCHING OF PETER KLEIN. On March 7,

1879, an African American vagrant from Ohio, Pe
ter Klein, spent the evening drinking whiskey in
the bars of Cincinnati. Later that night he crossed
the Ohio River and continued drinking in the sa
loons of Newport. He wandered into the District
of the Highlands (modern Fort Thomas) drunk
and destitute. Returning toward Newport, he ap
proached the farmhouse of Charles Truesdale
(Truesdell) along modern-day Waterworks Rd.
Klein knocked on the door, which was answered

by Truesdale's 24-year-old pregnant wife, Carrie.
After Klein concluded that Carrie Truesdale was

home alone, he forced his way into the home. He
beat her, hitting her in the head and kicking her in
the stomach, and dragged her into a closet, where
he tied her up and raped her. Klein then proceeded
to ransack the home in search of valuables. He left

with some change and Carrie Trusedale's gold
watch. Trusedale's husband returned several hours
later to find his wife unconscious. He ran to the

home of his neighbors, the Jollys, who proceeded
to “raise the county."
Carrie Truesdale gave a description of Peter
Klein, and the manhunt began. The Southgate
brothers offered a large reward for the capture of
the culprit, as did the local county judge and the
governor of Kentucky. On March 16, Peter Klein
was found in a saloon on Isabella St. in Newport.
He matched the description of the suspect and,
more importantly, had Carrie Truesdale's gold
watch in his pocket. He was immediately lodged in
the Newport jail, and he gave his confession of the
crime. Word spread throughout the county that
the fugitive had been caught. Officials planned to
move Klein to the jail in Covington later that eve
ning for safety reasons, but before they could exe
cute their plan, a large mob stormed the Newport
jailhouse. Several hundred citizens armed with
shotguns and axes marched through town in a
blinding snowstorm to reach Klein. Newport
mayor William Harton tried to dissuade the mob
from taking Klein. The crowd carried the mayor
out of the building and threw him over the fence.
The jailer's keys were confiscated and Klein was
seized from his cell. The mob, headed by several
prominent citizens, marched him into the snowy
streets, shouting, "All of you who have mothers,
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wives, or sisters, come on!" The crowd grew to an

The angry army of citizens showed Klein no
mercy. They marched him to an oak tree in the

sentence of “Judge Lynch," postwar Kentucky suf.
fered an epidemic of lynchings, and some of these
took place in Northern Kentucky. Most Kentucky
lynchings were racially motivated as white su
premacists attempted to maintain control over
newly emancipated slaves. Sometimes calling
themselves “Negro Regulators,” bands of white

nearby Odd Fellows Grove along Waterworks Rd.

marauders terrorized free black households and

A noose was thrown around his neck and he was

communities for several years after the war. Dur
ing this time, lynch mobs often justified their ac
tions by arguing that the legal system had failed to
serve timely justice to alleged perpetrators of mur
der, rape, and theft. For example, on June 23, 1876,
several dozen masked men forcibly removed a

estimated 1,500 in number. Klein was forced to

return to the scene of his crime and was brought
before Carrie Truesdale, who positively identified
Klein as her assailant.

placed in a wagon under the tree. Klein protested,
“This is not the law!” “This is Kentucky law!” was
the reply. Klein was hanged and the lynch mob
riddled his hanging body with bullets. Klein's
body was not taken down until the next morning.
As news of the lynching gained national attention,
many newspapers, including the New York Times,
ran editorials expressing their sentiments about
the lynching. Public opinion was divided: some
thought that Klein got what he deserved and that
justice was served. Others were embarrassed by
the incident and thought it reflected badly on the
city and the state. Although some well-known cit
izens were known to have participated in the
lynching, no charges were ever filed. Kentucky
governor James McCreary (1875–1879 and 1911–
1915) came under attack for not having sent for a
military guard, especially since he had been previ
ously warned about the mob's intention. The Cov
ington Daily Commonwealth summed up the
matter by saying, "So ends one of the most horri
ble and disgusting events that has taken place in
this county."
"Echoes of the Outrage,” DC, March 12, 1879, l.
"Hanged without a Trial." NYT, March 17, 1879, 1.
“Law vs. Mob Rule," CDC, March 18, 1879, l.

"Snowstorm Recalls Hanging to Pioneers,” KP. March

blackman named Smith Williams from the Boone

Co. jail in Burlington, where he had spent nine
months awaiting trial for shooting a white man
during an altercation. Once out of town, the mob
stripped and hanged Williams, then riddled his
body with bullets. Northern Kentucky mobs also
seized and executed several white men during this
era, but African Americans, though a small mi
nority of the population, were lynched with greater
frequency and more overt brutality.
By the late 19th century, racially motivated
lynchings often took the form of public spectacle
and had at least tacit support from local authori
ties. On December 9, 1899, Richard Coleman, a

young black man from Mason Co. being held in
jail at Covington pending trial for the rape and
murder of a white woman, was placed on a train
bound for Maysville. Before marshals could deliver
their prisoner to the local jail, a large group of citi
zens, led by the victim's husband, demanded that
Coleman be handed over to them. His guards.com
plied, and a subsequently convened sham court
sentenced the accused to be roasted alive. Hun

17, 1926, 1.

“Taken Out and Done For," CDC, March 17, 1879, 1.

Robin Caraway
LYNCHINGS. Although extralegal executions
had taken place in Kentucky before the Civil War
as so-called citizen's committees carried out the

dreds of Mason Co. residents, young and old, male
and female, participated in the lynching by adding
fuel to the pyre as the victim was tortured and
burned to death overa four-hour period. Although
the lynching took place in broad daylight, none of
the participants bothered to disguise themselves,
and none faced charges afterward. Once the fire

had died down, what remained of Coleman's

corpse was dragged through the historic port city
in a macabre parade. Newspapers from Chicago to
Cincinnati to New York City reported the ghastly
details of Coleman's death, yet national notoriety,

even combined with new antilynching laws, did
not bring an end to the practice in the common
wealth of Kentucky.
Grant Smith, a black resident of Maysville, was
lynched in March 1920. According to an NAACP
investigation following his death, Smith, who was

married, appears to have been guilty of nothing
more than an affair with an unmarried white

woman. However, he was accused of rape, held in
Covington pending trial, and finally sent by rail to
Maysville. A group of about 40 men stopped the
train and took Smith from it after making public
their intent to give him the same treatment Cole
man had received. Not enjoying the same level of
community support, particularly from local au
thorities, this lynch mob decided instead to hang
their victim unceremoniously from a Bourbon Co.

telephone pole. As the 20th century progressed,
Kentucky authorities gradually undermined pub
lic support for racially motivated lynchings, in part
by allowing swift prosecution of black defendants
before hostile, all-white juries, a practice that fre
quently resulted in what historians have called
"legal lynchings." See also Lynching of Peter
Klein.
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Avey Drilling Machine Company became a divi.

thor, and artist of the Kabuki Graphic Novels, the

sion of the Motch and Merryweather Company of

writer and artist of Daredevil from Marvel Com

Cleveland, Ohio, a firm that claimed to be the larg.

ics, and the author and artist of the children's book

est distributor of machine tools in the world. The

The Shy Creatures. Mack's work has been nomi

Avey Drilling Machine Company made special
transfer and indexing machines and drilling,
reaming, and tapping tools. In 1965 it built a large
addition at its plant in Covington. In 1966 it par
ticipated in a federal job training program for the

nated for six Eisner Awards, five International Ea

MACHINE TOOLS. The steamboat traffic on

operating of lathes, cutter-grinders, jig borers,

the inland rivers of the United States, starting in

milling machines, and radial drills. In 1975 word
came that the company might close. After the City

1811, accelerated the movement of farm commodi

ties and the development of towns and cities and
eventually inspired astrong machine-tool industry.
In 1826 Cincinnati had six iron foundries and two

steam-engine builders. By 1850 Cincinnati was the
second-largest city west of the Allegheny Moun
tains, and was also prominent in the output of man
ufactured goods. By 1817 at least one Cincinnati
firm was using"lathes and aboring mill" by 1851 a
Cincinnati company was building its own "planing
machines." After the Civil War, new enterprises
sprangup that specialized in machine tools.
Cincinnati's strongsteamboatindustry prompt
ed related businesses in Northern Kentucky. In
1852 A. B. Latta, a Ludlow inventor who owned

the Buckeye Works, introduced in Cincinnativhat
was described as "the first practical steam fire en
gine." Late in the 19th century, the Houston,
Stanwood & Gamble Company began manu
facturing steam engines and boilers in Covington.
That company sold engines for mills in Central
America and for heating and use in commercial
laundries in the United States. Electrification was,

at the time, rapidly replacing steam, but in 1915the
Houston, Stanwood & Gamble Company received
a $200,000 war order for lathes to be used to pro
ducesteam engines.
By 1900 Cincinnati's commercial successes in
the machine tool industry were spilling into
Northern Kentucky. Newportlisted in its 1900 city
business directory, under the category of machin
ists, Henry F. Buecker (see Buecker Iron Works),
Frank Osburg, and William Roettinger and Son.
Covington in the same year listed the Anthe Ma
chine Works, the H.J. Averbeck Company, and the
Sebastian Lathe Company. The 1926–1927 Coving
ton business directory included the Anthe Machine
Works, the Averbeck Machine Company, the Avey
Drilling Machine Company, the Precision Truing
Machine and Tool Company, the Willard Machine
Tool Company, and other shops.
The Avey Drilling Company enjoyed a national
reputation, as did other similar companies in
Northern Kentucky. The Avey firm started as the
Cincinnati Pulley Machine Company and then
was moved to Covington in 1910. In 1913, after a
devastating fire, the firm chose to stay and build a
new plantin Covington on Third St. between Scott
St. and Madison Ave. In 1919 the business was re

named the Avey Drilling Machine Company. It
prospered during World War II and grew to 157
employees by 1956. Its machine tools were sold
worldwide to corporations such as Chrysler, Ford,
General Motors, International Business Machines,

Pratt and Whitney, and Westinghouse. In 1957 the

of Covington proposed issuing industrial revenue
bonds to save jobs, the Cross Company from
Fraser, Mich., a large builder of automated tools,
purchased the Covington-based firm. In 1976 the
Cross Company oversaw a strike at its plant in
Covington. In 1981 Cross employed 81 workers
and was specializing in metal cutting tools. By
1982 layoffs had reduced the number of employees
to 20; the business was closed in 1983 and the plant
was demolished in 1985.

Another major toolmaker in Covington suf.
fered the same fate as the Avey Drilling and Ma
chine Company in the decade of the 1980s. The
Averbeck Machine Company and the Averbeck
residence and shop buildings, plus all the build
ings in the block just east of the John Roebling
Bridge, were demolished in 1988. However, the
Precision Truing Tool and Manufacturing Com
pany, General Machinery, still operates at 13 E.
16th St., Covington. Also, at 407 Madison Ave., the
fourth generation of the Anthe family now over.
sees the Anthe Machine Works, which has special
ized for years in woodworking tools, cutters, router
bits, carving cutters, and cutter-shapers. The tools

gle Awards, and both the Harvey and Kirby awards
in the category of best new talent, and he has re
ceived many other national and international
awards and nominations as well. Mack's writings,
some of which are autobiographical, show influ

ences ranging from the early ancient Greek philos.
ophers to modern-day novelist-philosopher Kurt
Vonnegut. Mack's art is equally diverse. He is par
tial to using metaphors and symbolism in his pub
lications, and the art Mack conveys thereby can
range from mature portraiture and delicate line
drawingtodoodles and Picasso-like futuristicren
derings. Consistently, his aimistoprovokethought
through his writings and art. Mack has become
one of the recognized spokesmen of the new gen
eration of graphic and pop-culture artists, and he
has a worldwide following. When not in Japan,

where his Kabuki works are revered, or travelingto
some other far-away place, he can be found living
and working in the modest two-story frame home
in Bromley that was once owned by his mother.
Mack, David. Interview by James C. Claypool, Febru
ary 9, 2007, Bromley, Ky.
Samples, Karen. "Artist Living in Quiet Fame." KE,
August 2, 1998, C1-CIB.

James C. Claypool
MACK, EDGAR L. (b. August 8, 1930, Pleasure
ville, Ky; d. April 21, 1991, Brentwood, Tenn.).
Civil rights activist and religious leader Edgar
Leroy Mack was the son of Edgar W. and Sarah L.

are customized for the furniture manufacturers

Johnson Mack. He attended the Lincoln Institute

that are prominent among the company's 500 cus
tomers in the United States and Canada. Many
small machine shops and factories also continue to
operate today in Northern Kentucky.

at Shelbyville, Ky., and in 1953 graduated from
Wilberforce College in Ohio. In 1955 he received

Friedberg, Mary. "Toolmaker on Cutting Edge." KP
April 23, 1996, 8K.

an MA in divinity from Payne Theological Semi
nary in Wilberforce, Ohio. Later he received an
MA in social work from Ohio State University in
Columbus. For most of his adult life, Mack was a
leader in the NAACP and the African Methodist

Reis, Jim. 'Avey Symbolized Industrial Base," KP.

Ohio). Internationally acclaimed artist, writer, and

Episcopal Church (A.M.E.). In 1963 he served as
president of the Frankfort NAACP and as the
leadership-training director for the Kentucky
NAACP youth councils and college chapters. In
1964 he was made pastor at the St. Paul A.M.E.
Church in Newport and was elected as the execu
tive secretary of the Northern Kentucky NAACP
Mack was blessed with excellentorganizational
skills, which he used frequently in civil rights ac
tivities throughout the state. He served as cochair
man of the Northern Kentucky organizing com

comic book illustrator David Mack is the son of

mittee for the March 5, 1964, Freedom March on

Wilson Grant and Ida May Mack. His father was
an accomplished musician who played several in
struments, and his mother taught first grade.
While growing up with modest resources, David
and his brother Steven entertained themselves by
making artworks and toys from recycled school
suppliestheir mother brought home. David gradu
ated from Ludlow High School in 1990 and from
Northern Kentucky University at Highland
Heights in 1995 with a BFA. He is the creator, au

Frankfort, which featured Martin Luther King Jr.
Mack was instrumental in taking 300 people from
Northern Kentucky to that important civil rights
event. In April 1968, soon after King was killed,
Mackplanned numerous memorialservices around
Northern Kentucky and was active in quelling vio
lent responses. In 1973 Mack was named chairman
of the United Negro College Fund Advisory Com
mittee in Cincinnati. He moved to Lexington,
where he became pastor of the Quinn Chapel

November 14, 1994,4K.

. "Street Has Seen River of Change. Second
Street Evolves as Center of Commerce," KP June 1,
1992, 4K.

Wing, George A. "The History of the Cincinnati
Machine-Tool Industry." PhD diss. Indiana Univ.,
1964.

John Boh
MACK, DAVID (b. October 7, 1972, Cincinnati,
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MACK, LONNIE

A.M.E. Church and a professor of social work at
the University of Kentucky. Mack was named gen
eral secretary of the A.M.E. Church in 1980 and
moved to the Nashville, Tenn., area. In that posi
tion he developed interdenominational relation

ships that created enduring church partnerships.
In 1988 he authored the book Our Beginning: The

African Methodist Episcopal Church. Mack held

lands (now Fort Thomas). William Mackoy retired
in 1920 after 55 years as an attorney and moved to
Lexington. However, after a short stay there, he re
turned to Covington to live with his son Harry.
William Mackoy died in 1923 and was buried in
the Highland Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.

as an arts and wedding district (see Covington,

“William H. Mackoy Is Dead," KP September 14,

Movie Theaters) has reopened as a performance

African Methodist Episcopal Church. www.ame
-church.com (accessed January 17, 2007).
"Funeral Obituary," read at the Quinn Chapel A.M.E.
Church, Lexington, Ky., April 27, 1991.
“Mack Head of College Fund Unit," CP May 2,
1973, 29.

Papers of the NAACP. Microform version available at
Univ. of Virginia Library, www.lib.virginia.edu
(accessed January 14, 2007).

Reis, Jim. “King Marched in Frankfort in 1964, KP
January 20, 2003, 4K.

Jim Embry

Hardware still does business in the 800 block of
MADISON AWE. Named after the fourth Ken

tucky governor, George Madison, who served in
that office barely more than one month in 1817,
Madison Ave. in Covington stretches from the
Ohio River south to Latonia. Madison Pk., Ky. Rt.
17, continues the roadway to Pendleton Co. City
officials once thought that Main St., on the western
side of Covington, would live up to its name, but
the city's commercial district shifted eastward in
stead. Residential development toward the Licking
River onceled some officials to promote Scott Blvd.
(today Scott St.) as Covington's main thorough
fare. But the opening of the Covington and Lex
ington Railroad just west of Madison in 1854 re
located the commercial heart of Covington to
Sixth, Pike, and Seventh Sts, at Madison Ave. In

Lonnie Mack became a roadhouse blues-rock leg
end and rock music's first true guitar hero. His
connection with Northern Kentucky is that dur
ing the late 1950s and 1960s, he played at many
of the local music venues, including Ben Kraft's

the late 1850s, the railroad built a roundhouse at

house) along U.S. 27 in Campbell Co. His 1963
instrumental version of Chuck Berry's "Memphis"
placed near the top of the charts. Mack continues
to perform and even occasionally returns to play in

13th St. and Madison Ave.; this, along with other
developments, made Madison Ave. Covington's
fashionable main thoroughfare.
Selecting sites near Madison Ave. at the Ohio
River, entrepreneurs started the Covington Cot
ton factory (1828), the Covington Rolling Mill, nu
merous tobacco processing firms, the Hemingray
Glass Company (relocated from Cincinnati in
1852), and later the Walsh Distillery (1872) and

Northern Kentucky. His style has influenced other

an ice manufacturing company. In 1856 Amos

musicians, such as Eric Clapton, Keith Richards,
and Stevie Ray Vaughan. In recent years there has
been a resurgent interest in the career of Lonnie
Mack, a performer who got his start in Northern
Kentucky.

Shinkle and others dedicated the landmark Odd

“King Records Legends Win Lifetime Cammys," CE,
February 10, 2002, E1.

Fellows Hall (see Independent Order of Odd
Fellows). St. Elizabeth Hospital (see St. Elizabeth
Medical Center) once occupied the former West
ern Baptist Theological Institute building on
11th St. near Madison Ave. Beginning about 1903,
at 17th St., the famous Stewart Iron Works man

“Mule Train: He's Been a Rock 'n' Roll Star, a Cult Hero,

ufactured fences, jail equipment, iron furniture,

and an Influence on Some of the World's Greatest.”

and even trucks (1913–1928) for nationwide cus

Cincinnati Magazine, October 1, 2000, 74.
“20Years after Hittin BigTime... Pickin in the Clubs,”
CE, January 8, 1983, C3.

tomers. The opening of the Latonia Racecourse
for thoroughbred horse racing in 1883, and electric
streetcar service to it by 1892, further advanced the
prominence of Madison Ave.

MACKOY, WILLIAM H. (b. November 20,

The intersection of Madison Ave. and Sixth St.

1839, Covington, Ky. ; d. September 14, 1923, Cov
ington, Ky.). Noted attorney and Covington city
councilman William H. Mackoy was the son of
John and Elizabeth G. Hardia Mackoy. William
was educated in local schools and in 1865 began
his legal education. He married Margaret Cham
bers Brent of Paris, Ky., in 1868, and they had four
children, but only two lived to maturity. Mackoy
was a founding member of the Cincinnati, Kenton
Co., and Kentucky bar associations. He became a
law partner with his son Harry in the Cincinnati
firm of Mackoy and Mackoy. William served on
the Covington City Council from 1883 to 1889. As

once was Northern Kentucky's commercial bank
ing center, and banks still occupy two of the
corners. L. B. Wilson's WCKY, a pioneer radio

a member of its law committee, he drafted the
amendment that authorized construction of the

Covington Reservoir in the District of the High

Store building. The Madison Theater building (see
hall in the 700 block of Madison Ave. Landwehr

MACK, LONNIE (b. near Harrison, Ind., 1941).

Guys 'n Dolls Club (today the Cold Spring Road

The Covington Odd Fellows Hall has been re
built to remain a distinctive landmark City Hall
now occupies the old Coppin's Department

1923, 1.

his office within the A.M.E. Church until his death

in 1991. He was buried at the Lexington Cemetery
in Lexington.

Downtown).

station that was later moved to Cincinnati, occu

pied an upper floor of the First National Bank
building (see First National Bank and Trust
Company of Covington). The Covington police
station remains on the old streetcar barn site at

20th St. and Madison Ave. The imposing Holmes
High School (formerly Covington High School)
campus stands at 25th St. off Madison Ave.
Madison Ave. intersects with busy east-west
traffic arteries; however, many of the well-known
and busy stores and businesses that once sat on
Madison Ave. have closed. In recent years, the com
mercial district has been restored and redeveloped

Madison Ave. Since the 1870s, Motch Jewelers
has served customers at Pike St. and Madison Ave.,

and that firm owns the landmark Covington an
tique street clock. In 1987 the Stewart Iron Works
resumed manufacturingfences andlawn furniture
at its old site, at 17th St. and Madison Ave.
Gastright, Joseph F. Gentleman Farmers to City
Folks: A Study of Wallace Woods, Covington,
Kentucky. Cincinnati: Cincinnati Historical Soci
ety, 1980.
Reis, Jim. “Madison Pike Named for Cousin of Presi
dent,” KP, November 27, 2000, 4K.

Smith, Allen Webb. Beginning at “the Point,” a Doc
umented History of Northern Kentucky and
Environs, the Town of Covington in Particular,

1751–1834. Park Hills, Ky: Self-published, 1977.
John Boh
MADISON AVE. BAPTIST CHURCH. Lo
cated on the northeast corner of Madison Ave. and

Robbins St. in Covington, the Madison Ave. Bap
tist Church was formed in 1857 by members of the
First Baptist Church, Covington. Its organiza
tional meeting was held on the property of the for
mer Western Baptist Theological Institute
(WBTI) in Covington, and its original name was
John's Baptist Church. Two ministers assisted the
young congregation: Asa Drury, pastor of Dry
Creek Baptist Church (see Lakeside Park) and a
former professor at WBTI, and James A. Kirtley, a
member of a family long associated with the Bul
littsburg Baptist Church. The new church's first
pastor was Rev. Samuel Smith, who stayed until
November 1859. In 1860–1861, the church fell prey
to R. L. Jeffrey, who claimed to be a duly-trained
minister from England. When his credentials were
proven false, the congregation lost respect and
lacked a full-time pastor for about six years. De
spite a decline in membership from 57 in 1861 to
36 in 1867, the members persevered, purchased a
lot on Russell St. in Covington in November 1866,
renamed the congregation the Russell St. Baptist
Church, and held services temporarily at the Welch
Mission on Lynn St. in Covington. Rethinking
their decision, they purchased a lot at Madison
Ave. and Robbins St. in June 1869, where they dedi
cated a new building on January 9, 1870, then be
coming the Madison St. Baptist Church. A series of
full-time pastors stayed for short periods of time,
indicating that the congregation was still young
and unable to offer a competitive salary. By 1877
the church had 196 members, but its membership
rose and fell as other Baptist churches were formed
in the city. In November 1884 the congregation
changed its name to reflect the city's renaming of
Madison St. to Madison Ave.; the church was now

Madison Ave. Baptist Church. In 1911 the congre

MADISON AVE. CHRISTIAN CHURCH

gation decided to demolish their old building at
new, and present, church was dedicated on June 15,

met first in a private home and later in a building
near 18th and Greenup Sts.; in 1910 the Central
Christian Church purchased a lot at 18th St. and

1913.

Scott Blvd. and began raising money for a building.

Madison and Robbins and build a new one. The

Dr. Henry Dodson Allen served as pastor for
nearly two decades, from 1919 until 1938. Under
his direction, architect and church member

Charles L. Hildreth designed a balcony for the
church in 1921, as well as a three-story Sunday

In the meantime, the Fourth St. Christian

Rev. Barton A. Johnson became the third min

ister in 1945, bringing with him his dynamic wife,
Vivian. For the next 20 years, they led a vibrant
church, an important church in the life of the com
munity. Many community leaders were among the
members at that time. Henry Mann became part of

south from the Ohio River. After plans fell through
on a chosen lot in 1911, discussions with the Cen

1924, about 40 members of the congregation were
granted letters to organize the Fort Mitchell
Baptist Church. During the flood of 1937, the
church cared for 336 refugees. In 1938 Rev. Frank
H. Malone became pastor and led the congrega
tion through the latter part of the Great Depres
sion and all of World War II. The church pro
vided entertainment and gifts for soldiers and
collected clothes and funds for European refugees.
In 1941 a new pipe organ was installed. In 1947
Rev. Malone left to pastor another church, and Dr.
Paul B. Clark served as interim pastor (1947–1948)
until the appointment of Rev. P. Ennis Taylor in
1948. Taylor believed that the church was a "sleep
ing giant," since Covington had attracted many
rural migrants during and after World War II (see
Appalachians). With the assistance of seminary
students, he took censuses of the neighborhood
and visited its people. The highly mobile popula
tion did not produce as many members as he had
hoped, but instead, revivals at the church brought
in new members. By 1958 the congregation reached
its highest membership, 1,165. A new educational
building, designed by architect Bill Batson, was
dedicated on May 5, 1968. In 1969 the church be
came the headquarters for a new inner-city minis
try, in cooperation with both the state and home
mission boards. Rev. Taylor retired in 1972. Subur
ban development gradually took its toll on member
ship, which declined to 675 by 1982. In 1997 the
church celebrated its 140th anniversary.

tral Christian Church led to a vote to consolidate

Costs $21,000," KP, October 23, 1925, 1.

the two churches. The Central church sold its lot

for $1,980; the Fourth St. church sold its property
to the Knights of Pythias for $6,000; and a lot at
1530 Madison Ave. was purchased for $7,500, a gift
to the church by Florence Kennedy. Articles of in
corporation were filed on April 13, 1912, for “the
Madison Avenue Christian Church", ground was
broken for the new building on August 1; and the
cornerstone was laid on November 9, 1912, by dep
uty grand master Orie S. Ware. The last services
were held at the Fourth St. and the Central churches

on July 27, 1913, and the new united congregation
met for the first time in its Fellowship Hall on Au
gust 10, 1913. Rev. Joseph W. Hagin, who had served
as minister of the Fourth St. church since 1904,

and under whose leadership the new church was
built, was called unanimously to be the first minis
ter. The united congregation totaled about 400
members, the majority originally drawn from the
Fourth St. church.

The church building, in the Neoclassical Re
vival style, was designed by local architects C. C.
and E. A. Weber (see Weber Brothers). The total

cost of the building and its lot was $55,941. The
formal dedication of the building took place on
November 30, 1913, with Rev. F. M. Rains of Cin

cinnati as the principal speaker. In addition to the
large dome, the four large stained-glass windows
are impressive features of the facility. The Hanks
Memorial window, of Belgian Tiffany glass and de
picting the theme “I am the Resurrection and the
Life,” and the window “Christ Blessing the Chil.
dren” were installed in 1913. The Fant-Pearce win

Taylor, P. Ennis. In the Mainstream of God's Pur
pose: A History of the Madison Avenue Baptist
Church, Covington, Kentucky. Covington, Ky:
Madison Ave. Baptist Church, 1977.

dow, depicting sunrise on Easter morning, was in

Paul A. Tenkotte

tions, the sanctuary remained virtually unchanged
until 2006, when a large staging area was con
structed. The original organ, which had been moved
from the Fourth St. church, was replaced in 1926
with the Moller pipe organ that is still in use to
day. The church building has become a Covington

MADISON AVE. CHRISTIAN CHURCH.
On November 13, 1913, the Madison Ave. Chris

tian Church dedicated its new facility “to the ser
vice and worship of Almighty God.” The new
church was the result of a merger of the Fourth

stalled in 1930, and the “Come Unto Me" window
was added in 1951. Other than the window addi

landmark.

St. Christian Church and the Central Christian

The Madison Ave. Christian Church contin

Church in Covington. The Fourth St. Christian
Church began when approximately 60 members of
the Fifth St. Christian Church (currently Coving
ton's First Christian Church) left to organize a new

ued to grow and flourish during the 1920s and
1930s. Brother Hagin moved to another church in

congregation in 1874. After meeting for six months
in Cooper's Hall at Sixth St. and Madison Ave. in
Covington, the group purchased from the Presby
terian Church a building at 115 E. Fourth St. This
was their home until 1913. The Central Christian

Church started as a result of a “tent meeting" in the
fall of 1909 at 18th and Greenup Sts. The church

years. In 1945 Bowen left to assume the presidency
of the College of the Bible (Lexington Theological
Seminary), indicating the prestige that had been
attained by both the church and its minister.

Church had been considering the need for a more
adequate church building in a better location as
the residential area of Covington began to move

school addition to the rear of the church in 1925. In

"Dedication Set: New Covington Church Addition
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the church in the 1940s, served as the chairman of
the church board in 1965, and served the commu

nity of Lakeside Park as councilman and mayor in
the 1970s and 1980s. The Madison Ave. Christian

Church probably reached the height of its atten
dance and membership around 1960. In the subse
quent years, as many members moved to the sub
urbs, attendance began a slow decline. However,
the church resisted the temptation to move, hoping
to stay and serve the inner city, with varied success.
In 1965 Barton and Vivian Johnson retired.

Over the next 25 years, Rev. Lawrence Crane, Rev.
Robert Anderson, Dr. Philip Miller, and Rev. Peter
Moon served the church. While much smaller, the

congregation continued to include quite a few
active civic leaders. One of them was Claudia
Branham, unofficial church historian and church

leader, who served on numerous community
boards, such as the Week Day School of Reli
gion board. In 1990 Rev. J. Michael Delaney be
came the eighth minister of Madison Ave. Chris
tian Church. His 11 years of ministry marked a
period of transition in the life of the church. At
tendance hovered around 100 during those years,
but the complexion of the church changed drasti
cally, from the remnants of a once mighty but ag
ing congregation in 1990 to a church with a small
core of younger leaders in 2001. A 1997 long-range
plan pointed the church in a new direction of evan
gelism and community service, including the im
plementation of an inclusion program. In 2002 an
architect's report recommended a $1.2 million
renovation to the building. Shortly thereafter, the
"carparts" building (and former Robert Hall men's
clothing store) adjacent to the church on the north
was purchased and demolished. A new garden
parking area, a new entrance, and Fellowship Hall
renovation were completed in 2006, with dedica
tion planned for 2007—the first major physical
changes in the church since 1930. These actions re
affirmed the commitment of Madison Ave. Chris

tian Church to stay at its location in Covington
and to serve the community. The Monday evening
community dinners and the successful inclusion
ministry are two examples of that commitment.
Rev. Chinna Simon was called in 2004 to be the
ninth minister.

1927, and Rev. Kenneth Bowen was called to be the

second minister in the same year. Despite a rail
road strike in the late 1920s that affected many in
the church, and the stock market crash of 1929, an

Branham, Claudia. “History of the Madison Avenue
Christian Church,” Madison Avenue Christian

Church, Covington, Ky. Printed in the church bul
letin of December 13, 1953.

educational wing was added to the rear of the
church and was dedicated on April 20, 1930. The
sacrifice that many members made to accomplish
this construction during the Great Depression
remains one of the more vivid memories of those

Golden Anniversary Booklet of the Madison Ave
nue Christian Church. Covington, Ky: Madison
Avenue Christian Church, 1963.

“Madison Avenue Christian," KP, January 13,
2005, 4K.
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MAES, CAMILLUS PAUL

Madison Avenue Christian Church, vertical file, Ken

Maes enrolled at St. Amandus College in 1859, at
the age of 13. Two years later, after the death of his
father, he took a job as a clerk in a civil engineer's
office while also studying with a Courtrai archi

American cultural standards. In this regard he
stood among an enlightened and educated group of
Catholic clergy that included James Cardinal Gib
bons, archbishop of Baltimore, Md.; John Ireland,
archbishop of St. Paul, Minn; John Keane, bishop
of Richmond, Va.; Kentucky native John L. Spald
ing, bishop of Peoria, Ill; and Denis O'Connell rec
tor of the North American College in Rome, Italy,
and later rector of the Catholic University of Amer
ica in Washington, D.C. With Gibbons, Keane, and
others, Maes was one of the pioneers and longtime
trustees of the Catholic University of America. He
also served as president of the Board of Directors of
the American College of Louvain.
Bishop Maes maintained a strong interest in
Appalachia (see Appalachians), then a part of the
Diocese of Covington, creating churches and

tect. His mother died in June 1862, and he moved

schools throughout that region. He was also an ad

ernor Julian Carroll (1974 and 1975–1979). Main

to the home of his uncle John Ghyoot. In autumn

vocate of education for African Americans and

1862 Maes resumed his studies at St. Amandus

established, in 1887, a Catholic school in Lexing
ton for blacks. Maes oversaw the building of many
churches and schools throughout the diocese,

Strasse developers then purchased 19 land parcels
for a new parking lot between Fifth and Sixth Sts.
on Bakewell St. They also financed sewer improve
ments and had utility wires buried underground
on the streets slated to be used for the project. The
street improvements have continued in the area.
Today smooth, rectangular sidewalk paving blocks
mark the intersections on grass medians flanking

ton Co. Public Library, Covington, Ky.

Manker, Donn. "A Journey through Time at Madison
Avenue Christian Church, 1913–1999," 1999, Mad

ison Avenue Christian Church, Covington, Ky.
Donn Manker and Linda Maus

MAES, CAMILLUS PAUL (b. March 13, 1846,

Courtrai, West Flanders, Belgium; d. May 11, 1915,
Covington, Ky.) Camillus Paul Maes, the Catholic
bishop of the Diocese of Covington (see Roman
Catholics) from 1885 until 1915, was the son of

John Baptist and Justine Ghyoot Maes. Camillus

College, graduating in 1863. Interested in the
priesthood, he enrolled at a seminary in Roulers
for his philosophical (minor seminary) training in
autumn 1863 and advanced to his theological
studies (majorseminary) at Bruges in 1865. In 1867
Bishop Peter P. LeFevre of the Diocese of Detroit,
Mich., traveled throughout Europe looking for
priests for his growing but understaffed diocese.
Maes volunteered, and in the same year he was sent
to the American College of Louvain (Belgium) for
completion of his studies. In 1868 he was ordained
a priest, and in 1869 he immigrated to the United
States, reaching Detroit in May. Maes served as a
pastor of churches in Mount Clemens and Mon
roe, Mich. In 1880 he published a scholarly book
entitled The Life of Rev. Nerinckx, about a pio
neer priest of Kentucky. In the same year, Maes was
appointed chancellor of the Diocese of Detroit; it
was probably at that time when he became familiar
with Leon Coquard (1860–1923), the architect of

which then extended over 57 counties, and intro
duced the Sisters of Divine Providence to

Kentucky. Bishop Maes was buried at St. Mary
Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.
Cincinnati: Robert Clarke, 1880.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky.; Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Sisters of Divine Providence, Newport, Kentucky.
Character Sketches of the Rt. Rev. C. P. Maes,
D.D. Baltimore: John Murphy, 1917.
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.

project from the administration of Kentucky gov

Agrand openingofthe $7 million Main Strasse
occurred on September 8 and 9, 1979, in conjunc
tion with the German village's first annual Okto
berfest. In May 1980 the Main Strasse Festivals
Association inaugurated its annual Maifest. The
Goose Girl Fountain at Sixth and Main Sts., in

spired by a fairy tale written by the Brothers
Grimm and designed by noted sculptor Eleftherios
Karkadoulias, was dedicated in October 1980 and

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The
Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Paul A. Tenkotte

Strasse, which occupies the center of Covington's
old West End or West Side neighborhood, is a
German-themed tourism district that opened in
1979. It has attracted large crowds and new busi

Maes also assumed a national prominence in
the Catholic Church. He was a strong advocate of
Americanism, that is, the movement that hoped to
make the Catholic Church more adaptable to

for renewal and in 1977 received funds for the

Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

MAIN STRASSE GERMAN VILLAGE. Main

facade, which was dedicated in 1910.

Christ), and St. Aloysius Catholic Church. In
1985 a fire destroyed St. Aloysius, and the Main
Street Methodist Church closed recently.
The organizers of Main Strasse began in the
late 1970s planning a village that would feature
cuisine, music, dancing, architecture, and various
crafts associated with German culture. Originally,
the developers planned and implemented the proj
ect with an antique-mall motif. It had few restau
rant businesses and only limited nightlife. In 1975
the city designated the Sixth St. and Main St.blocks

the trees that line Sixth St.

death of Bishop Augustus Maria Toebbe of the Di
ocese of Covington, the pope appointed Maes as
bishop of Covington.
Camillus Paul Maes was officially consecrated
bishop of Covington on January 25, 1885, in the
old St. Mary's Cathedral on E. Eighth St. in Cov
ington. His episcopacy lasted 30 years, until his
death in 1915. During it, Maes oversaw construc
tion of Covington's Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption. His abiding interest in architecture
dated from his earlier studies. With the generous
support of the Walsh family (see Walsh Distill
ery) and Peter O’Shaughnessy, Maes broke
ground for his new cathedral at 12th and Madison
Ave. in 1894 and engaged Leon Coquard as archi
tect. Opened in 1901, but still incomplete, the ca
thedral awaited finishing touches that were to be
ily. Maes then commissioned architect David
Davis (1865–1932) to complete the edifice's west

(1872–1967), Main Street Methodist Church, Grace
Reformed Church (see Grace United Church of

Maes, Camillus P. The Life of Rev. Charles Nerinckx.

St. Anne's Church in Detroit. In 1884, with the

made after further donations from the Walsh fam

Residents of the neighborhood attended nearby
churches, including St. Patrick Catholic Church

nesses that constitute an economic boon, but its

relationship with residents has not always been
Serene.

Main Strasse was the first addition to the origi
nal town of Covington. It extends roughly west to
Willow Run Creek and from the Ohio River south

to the former Covington-Lexington Turnpike,
now Pike St.The Germanvillage projectisbounded
on the east by elevated Chesapeake and Ohio
Railroad tracks and on the west by I-75, which
was built over the old Willow Run Creek.

The Main Strasse Village is German, but its
neighborhood once had an Irish flavor. From 1935
to 1953, Kern Aylward, a former singing and danc
ing professional, operated a popular Irish saloon at
530 Main St. Aylward was a friend of nationally
known songwriter Haven Gillespie, a native of
Covington and one of Aylward's good customers.
Aylward's saloon was for many years the gather
ing place for the Irish, and many Irish jigs were
danced there to Irish songs.

became the village's centerpiece. At the same inter
section, a Kentucky state historic highway marker
commemorates Margaret Garner and her fami
ly's desperate, failed attempt to escape slavery. In
Goebel Park, on the west side of the village, im
provements included new shelter houses and the
emblematic Carroll Chimes Bell Tower, featur

ing mechanical musical fairytale figures that
revolve and a 43-bell carillon for timekeeping.
By 1981 Main Strasse's Oktoberfest attracted
150,000 people, and by 1985 the American Bus As
sociation listed it among the top 100 events in
North America. In 1983 a large portion of the area,
bounded essentially by the C&O Railroad and by
Sixth, Philadelphia, Dalton, Pike, and Robbins Sts.,
was listed in the National Register of Historic
Places as the West Side–Main Strasse Historic
District.

The Oktoberfest and the Maifest, as well as a

Christmas festival, drew large crowds, so the vil
lage had busy shops served by tour buses during
the day—but little daytime restaurant activity and
hardly any nightlife. As the lack of restaurants and
evening entertainment continued, by 1990 the
number of tour buses arriving at the village had
decreased. New flourishing restaurants and bars
were added and have helped to compensate for the
slowdown of visitors, but some of these new busi

nesses have increased property blight rather than
neighborhood prosperity. For example, one adver

MAJOR, THOMAS SMITH
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tisement announced a "pub crawl" visiting some
20 bars and restaurants. Many shop owners and
residents in and around the village loudly refused
to tolerate the noise, trash, nudity, public urina
tion, and parking problems such events created,
even though they were for the sake of enhancing

man Village continues to be one of the main gate

women from the Elizabeth Gamble Deaconess

ways to Covington as vehicles pass by or through
the village after exiting I-75 at Fifth St. A medieval.
theme boutique called Ottoman Imports and other
specialty shops complement the popular Dee Fe

Home in Cincinnati. As a result, the congregation
increased in membership. In 1904 Jonathan Da
vid Hearne, a member of Union Methodist Epis
copal Church, donated a house at 832 Willard St.
for a parsonage.

prosperity. Reform efforts for the village soon fol.
lowed: the Main Strasse Association development

village. Besides its evening food services and enter
tainment, Chez Nora's offers a popular lunch and

committee was formed, and a study by market
ing experts at Northern Kentucky University was
commissioned. The city and the association im
proved signage and lighting on Sixth St. City plan
ners then considered a housing rehabilitation pro
gram for the area's residents. The new association
also asked the city to slow down the rapid prolifer.

Sunday brunch menu that attracts people of all
ages, keeping the restaurant busy day and night.

ation of bars and restaurants in the village through

Boh, John H., and Howard W. Boehmker. Westside
Covington. Cincinnati: Cincinnati Historical So
ciety, 1980.

Board of Adjustment rulings and by holding strin
gent public hearings before allowing any more
such businesses to open.
In 1998 a crowd of between 25,000 and 30,000

people came to the village association's third an
nual Mardi Gras. There were Friday and Saturday
night festivities featuring parades, street perform
ers, clowns,jugglers, fortunetellers, contests, Cajun
food, and two entertainment tents measuring
20,000 square feet each. In 2000 the Mardi Gras
crowd reached 50,000 and produced a lot of nega
tive publicity. The rowdy crowd destroyed residen
tial property and shocked residents with displays of
seminudity that they associated with Bourbon
Street in New Orleans during that city's Mardi Gras
celebration. The outcry gained the attention of city
officials, who immediately took corrective action.
To draw more traffic to Main Strasse businesses,

in 2005 city officials proposed periodically closing
some of the village's streets. Customers would then
be able to walk with open containers of alcoholic
beverages, free from vehicular traffic. At a public
hearing concerning this proposal, 100 opponents
showed up to voice their fears that the village was
trying to imitate the laxity allowed on New Or
leans's Bourbon Street. They further argued that
losing parking spaces could be counterproductive,
violence and vandalism could get worse, and resi

lice and Chez Nora's Jazz bar-restaurants in the

There remains an ebb and flow of businesses and

scheduled activities as Covington's Main Strasse
German Village continues establishing an identity.

With members moving to the suburbs, the
church declined in numbers during the latter half
of the 20th century. In the 1950s, the church spire,
in need of repair, was removed. In 1968, following
the national merger of the Methodist Church
and the Evangelical United Brethren Church to

form the United Methodist Church, the congrega
tion became known as Main St. United Methodist

Beasley, Dave. "Festival Helps Put Covington on
Map," KE, September 8, 1985, B1.

Cullen, Kevin. "Irish Tradition Not Forgotten in Ger
man Main Strasse,” KE, March 13, 1983, B1.
Franzese, Kim. “Mardi Gras Crowd Swells to 50,000—
Main Strasse Hosted Event," KE, March 6, 2000, B1.

Church. In 2004 it closed; the building was sold at
auction and is now a shop in the Main Strasse
German Village.
Newton, James Marcus. A Brief History of the Main
Street Methodist Episcopal Church with Inci
dents of the Kentucky Conference. Cincinnati:
George P. Houston, 1905.
Paul A. Tenkotte

Kreimer, Peggy. “Main Strasse: Looking toward the
Next Decade,” KP September 6, 1997, 1K.

Neikirk, Mark. “Goose Girl' on Its Way to Coving
ton," KP, October 8, 1980, 1}{.

Reis, Jim. "From Pipe Dream to City Landmark." KP
July 18, 1994,4K.

“Remembering Main Street," KP, August 2,
1999, 4K.

Pressley, Darrell S. "Main Strasse's Oktoberfest Has
Something for Everyone." KE, September 8, 1996,
B1A.

Van Benschoten, Amanda. "Cold Beer, Heated De

bate, Open Containers Split Main Strasse," SC,
June 26, 2005, B1.

Wiegand, Rolf. “A Little Bit of Germany Right Here,"
KE, September 9, 1979, 1.
John Boh
MAINST. UNITEDMETHODISTCHURCH.
The Main St. United Methodist Church, founded

in 1857–1858 as a member church of the Kentucky
Conference, was one of the principal congrega
tions serving the West Side of Covington). Its first
building was of frame construction and stood on

MAJOR, THOMAS SMITH (b. July 13, 1844,
Paris, Ky.; d. August 22, 1911, Frankfort, Ky.)
Thomas Major was the son of Dr. Frank W. and
Ann F. Smith Major. In May 1847 Thomas's
24-year-old mother died, and by 1850 his father
had moved to Covington, where the elder Major
practiced medicine. It is likely that Thomas and his
younger brother George remained in Paris, Ky.,
with their maternal grandparents until their father
remarried in the 1850s. Thomas attended public
schools in Covington and also studied for one year
at Mother of God School, where he learned Ger

man. He was a student at Transylvania University
in Lexington and in September 1862 enlisted in
Lexington as a private in Company Cof Col. John
Hunt Morgan's 2nd Regiment Kentucky Cavalry
(Confederate), known as Morgan's Raiders. Dur
ing Morgan's Great Ohio Raid of 1863, Major was
shot in the arm, captured by Union troops, and
eventually sent as a prisoner of war to Camp Doug
las in Chicago. He and other prisoners escaped by
digging a tunnel, and Major fled to Canada and
subsequently to Cincinnati. There he was nursed
back to health by two wealthy Catholic converts,
Sarah Worthington King Peter and Henrietta

dential side streets and alleys could be overbur

Main St.; the first pastor was Rev. S. S. Belville. The

dened. Proponents of the plan countered that the
drunkennessandparking-problem concerns raised
by these critics were exaggerated and could be man
aged. One city official tried to mediate by saying
that the proposal could generate restrained activi
ties like the existing monthly “gallery hops" at the
village, during which visitors might enjoy having a
glass of beer or wine. However, the implementation
of an open-container policy at events in the village

Main St. Methodist Episcopal Church, as it was
then called, remained in support of the Union dur
ing the Civil War. By the late 1860s the church's
Social Union, which sponsored oyster suppers and
other events, flourished, as did its Sunday school.
In 1888 the congregation purchased a lot on the
northeast corner of Eighth and Main Sts. Con
struction of a brick church began in April 1888,
and it was dedicated on November 4, 1888. Of the

converted to Catholicism (see Roman Catholics).

has thus far been deferred.

total cost of $17,500, Amos Shinkle, a member of

He decided to become a Catholic priest, the only
known member of Morgan's Raiders to do so. Ma
jor studied at Mount St. Mary Seminary of the
West in Cincinnati and also at St. Joseph College
(now Spring Hill) in Mobile, Ala.
Bishop Augustus Toebbe of Covington (bishop
1870–1884) ordained Thomas Major a priest in
November 1875. Major served the Catholic Dio
cese of Covington at St. Edward Church in Cynthi
ana and at St. Paul Church in Lexington. Thereaf

The Convention and Visitors Center service

Union Methodist Episcopal Church (see First

building, once located in the village next to Goebel
Park on Philadelphia St., has been relocated to Riv
erCenter in Covington (see Covington, Down
town). As to growth in the village, after extensive
remodeling, the historic Park Hotel at Sixth and
Philadelphia Sts. has been reopened as a law firm's
office. Historic Kentucky State highway markers
line Goebel Park to commemorate noteworthy
Covington natives and former residents and help
draw visitors to the village. The Main Strasse Ger

United Methodist Church) donated $7,500.

Women were instrumental in the church, promot

ing the cause of temperance in the late 1870s and
carrying out the work of the congregation's Ladies
Aid Society. In 1892 the church sponsored a three
week revival featuring the traveling evangelist Ad
elaide Sherman, and 150 people were converted. In
1903 Rev. James Marcus Newton became pastor.
He oversaw a three-month canvassing of neigh
borhood homes, conducted with the help of

Scott Cleveland. Near the end of the Civil War,

Thomas Major escaped over the Rio Grande to
Mexico and then set sail for Halifax, Nova Scotia.
At war's end, he returned to the United States and

studied medicine for awhile. At some point, he

ter, he served in the dioceses of San Antonio, Tex.,

and Peoria, Ill., before returning to the Diocese of
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MANLEY, CALEB, HOUSE

Covington in 1892 as pastor of St. Joseph Church
in Winchester. He spent his final years, from 1895
until 1911, as pastor of Good Shepherd Church in
Frankfort. Major lectured throughout the nation
on the topic of his conversion, using the title"From

School of Chicago. Nonetheless, Manning claimed
to be a "self taught artist." He spent 18 years in Villa
Park, Ill., engaged in a commercial art career.
While at the height of his fame as a noted commer

the Army to the Altar." The prototype of author Ir

At age 38 Manning moved to Knoxville, Ky. He
lived on a 72-acre farm that provided the setting
for many of his landscape paintings, then in 1979

vin S. Cobb's Judge Priest stories, he was also a
friend of Rev. Abram Ryan, the “poet-priest of the
Confederacy." Major died in Frankfort, and his fu
neral mass was held at Good Shepherd Church. He
was buried in the Frankfort Cemetery.
Agnes Willson Major Collection, Kentucky Histori
cal Society, Frankfort, Ky.

“Father Major Will Be Laid to Rest Friday,” Frankfort
News-Journal, August 23, 1911, 1.
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The
Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Paul A. Tenkotte

MANLEY, CALEB, HOUSE. See Caleb Man
ley House.

MANN, DAVID S. (b. September 25, 1939, Cin
cinnati, Ohio). David Scott Mann is the son of

Henry M. and Faye Mann. His father is a developer
and a banker and has served as mayor of Lakeside
Park, Ky. David grew up in Park Hills, where heat
tended Dixie Heights High School, graduating
in 1957. He received his undergraduate degree
from Harvard University at Cambridge, Mass., in
1961 and then served for four years as an officer in
the U.S. Navy. Mann completed a law degree at
Harvard University in 1968. He became a well
respected tax lawyer in the Greater Cincinnati area;
he served on the Cincinnati City Council from
1972 through 1992 and as mayor of Cincinnati
from 1980 to 1982 and again in 1991. He was
elected to the 103rd U.S. Congress for the years
1993–1995 from the First District of Ohio but

failed in his subsequent reelection bid. He is gener
ally described politically as a liberal Democrat.
David Mann is an example of a Northern Kentuck
ian who crossed over the Ohio River to Cincinnati

and successfully broke into politics there, just as
Erlanger resident Roxanne Qualls did later and
Theodore M. Berry had done before. Mann cur
rently practices law with his son in their Cincin

cial artist, he turned full-time to the fine arts.

moved to Plantation, Fla. On the advice of his heart

doctor and long-time friend, Erin Vasquez, he
spent time in Italy studying the painting tech
niques of the masters. Manning painted in an
ultrarealistic style, using mediums such as water
colors and egg tempera; the latter was a popular
medium centuries ago in his Italian ancestral
homeland. His work has been exhibited in select

and important art shows around the United States,
and he has won many first-place prizes and other
awards. Manning was awarded signature member
ships in prestigious societies of art such as the Na
tional Water Color Society and the International
Watercolor Society.
His works have appeared in many art publica
tions. The uncanny detail and emotions he put into
his paintings, such as Until Death Do Us Part, a
portrait of his late wife's 26-year battle with cancer,
have been described as spirit-tingling by Paul Rus
sell, the director at the Colangelo Gallery in Plan
tation, Fla. One of Manning's last works, his self
portrait titled Coping with Cancer, received the
High Winds Award as well as a Society Signature
Membership at the American Watercolor Society's
133rd International Exhibition. The accuracy in
his paintings was startling. His works have often
been exhibited with a magnifying glass provided
nearby. Manning sold more than 100 paintings in
art shows alone; at one Chicago show, he once sold
21 works in one hour.

Manning was a very colorful but down-to
earth person. He loved to talk, to cook, to farm,
and to build things. He joked all the time and never

MANNING, JOSEPH (b. September 13, 1928,
Chicago, Ill.; d. June 19, 2001, Plantation, Fla.). A
longtime Pendleton Co. resident, artist Joseph
Manning was the fourth of seven sons of Italian
immigrants, Joseph Nathan and Lena Gilio Man
ning. He was raised in Forest Park, Ill., and began
three years of evening studies at the Art Institute of
Chicago at age 13. After high school he entered a
two-year program at the Chicago Academy of Fine
Arts; later he studied for a year at the Ray Vogue

Queen Anne, and the Colonial Revival. After 1910

occasional Craftsman and bungalow-style resi
dences appeared as well. Local builders could
choose from a wide variety of local suppliers, in
cluding planing mills, brick and stone yards, and
even art-tile and stained-glass studios. The result
was a visually rich cityscape with considerable va
riety and individuality.
Mansion Hill became a favorite of wealthy
business owners, merchants, and professionals dur
ing the late 1800s. Among them were county at
torney Johathan S. Ducker (236 E. Fourth St),
Judge John T. Hodge (Nelson Pl), lumber dealer
Frank Voss (500 Monroe Ave.), and brewer George
Wiedemann (401 Park Ave.) (see Wiedemann

Brewing Company), Samuel Bigstaff, real es
tate developer and trustee of the Taylor estate, re
sided at 337 Washington Ave. Businessmen from
Cincinnati made their homes there as well, includ

ing boiler manufacturer Thomas McIlvaine (301
Overton St.), music dealer Charles Willis (525 E.

Fourth St.), and grocer Henry Willenborg (306
Overton St.). In the late 1880s, the Taylor family's
descendants briefly considered tearing down the
family mansion and extending Overton St. north
to Second St. Instead, they chose to remodel the
house, which originally faced the river, and reorient
it toward the new homes being built around it.
In the early 1880s, the Dueber Watch Case
Company built a factory complex (now partly de
molished) at Sixth and Washington Sts. While
much larger than surrounding houses, the multi
story factory buildings were visually compatible
with their neighbors. In 1902 the Sisters of Di
vine Providence founded the Academy Notre
Dame of Providence (see Our Lady of Provi

loved life, believing there was always something to
learn and experience. With his art, he has left a
legacy that few can match. Suffering from cancer,
Manning died in 2001 and was cremated.

Sixth St. and Linden Ave. The firm of Samuel

Florida Death Certificate No. 79518, for the year 2001.
Mildred Belew

MANSION HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT.

gress."David Mann."http://bioguide.congress.gov/
biosearch/biosearch.asp (accessed June 25, 2007).

moving east. Popular housing styles of the late
1800s and early 1900s included the Italianate, the

dence Academy), a Catholic girls' school, at E.

“Kentucky Native Masters Cincinnati Politics,” KP.
November 9, 1981, 2K.

hood, beginning at its western edge and slowly

seemed to allow himself to be in a bad mood. He

nati law firm, Mann and Mann LLC.

Biographical Directory of the United States Con

1920, hundreds of narrow, two- to three-story
dwellings, mostly brick, were built in the neighbor

Newport's Mansion Hill Historic District derives
its name from the mansion of Gen. James Taylor
Jr., founder of Newport, which stands today along
E. Third St. Beginning in the 1860s, James Taylor
III, son of James Taylor Jr., began to plat this in
creasingly valuable acreage into a series of subdivi
sions. Sales accelerated after 1889, when E. Third

St. was extended eastward from Washington Ave.
and Overton St. was brought north to intersect
with Third St. The neighborhood's convenient lo
cation, flood-resistant elevation, and, perhaps, the
cachet of the nearby Taylor Mansion, drew large
numbers of middle- and upper-class buyers.
Mansion Hill's growth coincided with the apo
gee of Newport's development. From about 1875 to

Hannaford and Sons designed the stately Beaux
Arts Classical building.
After the first generation of property owners
moved on, Mansion Hill residences began to be
converted to multifamily use. This process was
joined by the Great Depression of the 1930s and
the housing shortages of the 1940s. Following
World War II, many of the older families joined
the middle-class suburban migration. Investors
purchased the aging buildings and rented them to
low-income families, many of whom had poured
into Greater Cincinnati during the war years.
Maintenance suffered, and the neighborhood be
gan a slow decline.
In 1971 I-471 began to be built through Camp
bell Co. To make way for the road, the Kentucky
Highway Department demolished more than 100
buildings on the eastern border of Mansion Hill,
including many of its best-kept dwellings. The
Highway Department also made plans for on- and
off-ramps along Fourth and Fifth Sts., bisecting the
neighborhood. Some residents feared that these
ramps would tie into a proposed Covington

MARKLAND DAM

Newport crosstown expressway (never built) link
ing I-471 with I-75. This new uncertainty about
the neighborhood's future led to even more
disinvestment.

At the same time, however, a younger genera
tion of homebuyers began to rediscover the inner
city neighborhoods that their parents and grand
parents had abandoned. These young people
bought rundown but sturdy old houses at bargain
prices and began renovating them, in many cases
converting them back to single-family use. In 1979
new and old residents joined together to form the
Mansion Hill Neighborhood Association. They
published a newsletter, held successful house tours
to raise funds and awareness, and worked hard for

better city policies and services. As a result, the
neighborhood, which had been zoned for multi
family use, was "downzoned” to an innovative one
and-two-family urban zone that recognized mixed
land uses. In 1980 the neighborhood was listed in
the National Register of Historic Places, becoming
Northern Kentucky's second historic district.
The galvanizing issue of the neighborhood,
however, was I-471. After the Fourth and Fifth St.

proposals were finally scrapped, a northbound off
ramp was built at Third St. This roadway emptied
traffic into the neighborhood, putting residents at
risk of speeding cars and creating an environment
more suitable to a commercial strip rather than a
residential neighborhood. Because the road was
considered to be temporary, no environmentalim
pact statement was prepared. The Mansion Hill
District's residents hired engineers to draw build
able alternate plans that would have removed the
traffic from the neighborhood, but these were re
jected by the state.
In 1983 the Mansion Hill Neighborhood As
sociation took the unprecedented step of suing the
Kentucky Highway Department, contending that
the traffic coming off the interstate had a negative
impact on the neighborhood. Two years later the
case was settled out of court. The state agreed to
place concrete barriers at E. Third St. and Park Ave.
to funnel traffic north along Park Ave, to Ky. Rt. 8.
Although most of the neighborhood benefited

from a dramatic drop in traffic, not all residents
were pleased. Some residents of lower Park Ave.
and Second St. were angered about taking the bur
den of the traffic, and some residents of other

neighborhoods resented being forced to travel
north on Park Ave.

During the early 1980s, Newport was actively
seeking new sources of revenue to fill city coffers.
Therefore, they seized on a proposal by National
Redevelopment Inc. to build a high-rise office
building on a rundown trailer park at the north
end of the Mansion Hill Historic District and se

cured a federal Urban Development Action Grant
for the project. The proposal split the neighbor
hood. Many were angered at losing their river
views, which would be blocked by the new struc
ture; by the demolition of historic buildings on
lower Washington Ave.; and by the juxtaposition
of a tall modern building within a low-scale Victo
rian neighborhood. Still others saw development
of the site as inevitable and did not oppose the

project. Since federal funds were used, the project
was subject to federal historic preservation review.
To help prevent similar threats to Newport's his
toric neighborhoods in the future, the Kentucky
Heritage Council required the City of Newport to
enact a historic preservation ordinance to create a
higher level of protection for its historic neighbor.
hoods. After several delays, the high-rise River
front Place was occupied in 1990.
Luxury apartment living came to the Mansion
Hill area in the mid-1980s, when the shuttered Our

Lady of Providence Academy was converted to up
scale housing using federal historic preservation
tax incentives. Likewise, the Martha Saunders

Mansion at 337 Washington Ave., built for a Taylor
descendant, was converted from a multifamily
tenement to condominiums.

In 1989 the adjacent Mansion Hill Historic
District and Gateway neighborhoods became part
of the locally designated East Row Historic Dis
trict, which included 1,070 buildings. This historic
overlay zone sought to preserve the historic char
acter by regulating exterior alterations, demoli
tion, and new construction. The two neighborhood
associations merged in the 1990s to become the
East Row Historic Foundation. In 2006 the East

Row district was expanded to take in several addi
tional blocks. Property values escalated rapidly as
more and more homes were renovated, the neigh
borhood's revitalization gained national coverage,
and homebuyers appreciated the allure of living in
a cohesive, well-preserved historic community.

579

1969. Upon completion in 1969 of the Woodspoint
Nursing Home in Florence, the remaining 13 resi
dents were transferred to the new facility.
Boone Co. judge Bruce Ferguson, recognizing
a need for temporary shelter of dependent children
and juvenile offenders, moved quickly to take ad
vantage of the home's potential. He named the
home Maplewood, after the beautiful maple trees
on the grounds. He issued an order opening the
home for its new use, and on January 20, 1970,
Maplewood received its first juvenile resident. By

the end of the month, 10 children were residing at
Maplewood. Soon after, several individuals, local
churches, and civic organizations launched a cam
paign to restore and redecorate the old home to
make it more cheerful for its new occupants.
In time, there was need for labor and financial

support to sustain the operation of Maplewood. A
13-member advisory committee was assembled
and instituted a guild to promote Maplewood and
raise unrestricted funds. By 1984 the committee
concluded that the century-old building had alim
ited lifespan. On August 4, 1986, ground was bro
ken for a new building. Finished by October, the
new facility housed 12 boys and 12 girls. Soon
thereafter, the Commonwealth of Kentucky li
censed Maplewood to house 29 children.
From 1986 to 2004, more than 4,000 children in

need of acceptance, nurturing, and love passed
through the doors of Maplewood; however, by the
beginning of 2004, it was apparent that Kentucky's
need for temporary shelters had declined, while the
need for residential treatment serviceshadincreased.
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1987, 1K.
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In late spring 2004, the Boone Co. Fiscal Court
agreed to lease Maplewood to the Children's Home
of Northern Kentucky in Kenton Co., a multiservice
agency providing care to children and families and
accredited by the Council on Accreditation. The
Children's Home has a noted residential treatment

program for up to 36 abused and neglected boys,
ages 7 through 17. It welcomed the opportunity to
expand its services into Boone Co. In 2009 the
program closed when the county failed to renewits
lease. In its place, a Head Start program began.
Children's Home of Northern Kentucky, www.chnk
.org.
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Susan Claypool Kettles
MARKLAND DAM. Before the construction of

Journal, November 26, 1985, 1.
Workum, Bertram A., and Mark Neikirk. “Mansion

Hill Suit Rests on Single Issue,” KP, November 29,
1984, 1 K.

Margaret Warminski
MAPLEWOOD CHILDREN’S HOME. The

Maplewood Children's Home in Boone Co., now
under the direction of the Children's Home of

Northern Kentucky, has a 158-year history of
change and service. Established September 14,
1847, when the Boone Co. Court provided 20 acres
of land to build a home for the indigent and infirm,
the home served as the county's poorhouse until

dams in the 20th century, the Ohio River in North
ern Kentucky occasionally became as shallow as
two or three feet in depth. When that happened,
river traffic became impossible, causing shortages
of food and other supplies in communities along
the river. For many years citizens tried to interest
state and federal officials in finding a solution to
the problem.
In the early 20th century, a system of 46 locks
and dams was built along the Ohio River from
Pittsburgh, Pa., to Cairo, Ill. The dams created a
minimum pool stage of nine feet. By the 1950s it
became apparent that new locks and dams were
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MARKS, JOE E.

needed to create an even deeper pool, which would
accommodate larger boats. A series of 19 new

traveled across the country. Marks appeared with
the likes of Nanette Fabray, Mary Martin, Jean Ar

Smith, Jean Edward. John Marshall: Definer of a
Nation. New York: Henry Holt, 1996.

high-lift dams was proposed to replace the 46 that
were in place. One of the new dams was Markland,

thur, and Boris Karloff. He died in 1973 in New

Andrea Watkins

York City.

which was built three and a half miles downriver

from Warsaw in Gallatin Co., at a cost of $63.1 mil

lion. The name was taken from the nearby city of
Markland, Ind., where the Markland family once
lived. Construction began in 1956 and was com
pleted in 1963. Markland Dam replaced five of the
low-level dams. It is 1,395 feet long and has 12
gates, each 110 feet wide and 42 feet high. There are
two locks on the Kentucky side, one 110 by 600 feet
and the other 110 by 1,200 feet; the dam's locks are
capable of raising or lowering a vessel 35 feet. A
hydroelectric power plant operates on the Indiana
side. The pool created by the Markland Dam ex
tends 95 miles upstream to Meldahl Dam above

"Actor and Playwright Visits His Home Here," KP
September 26, 1940, 3.
“Purchase 12-Room Home Here," KP, November 9,
1931, 2.

Taylor, Carol. “Broadway's Pappy Yokum Calls Cov
ington His Home," CP, January 11, 1957, 13.

MARSHALL, THORNTON F. (b. July 4, 1819,
Augusta, Ky.; d. March 25, 1901, Augusta, Ky). De
scended from early Bracken Co. settlers and a fam
ily involved in the law and public service, Thornton
Marshall played a pivotal role in determining Ken
tucky's position during the Civil War. He was the
son of Martin and Matilda B. Taliaferro Marshall.

MARSHALL, THOMAS (b. April 2, 1730, West
moreland Co., Va.; d. June 22, 1802, Mason Co.,

After attending Augusta College and Centre
College, he began to study law with his father in
1830. He established deep roots in Augusta, mar
rying Ann Eliza Mackie in 1841 and opening his
own law practice there in 1842. The following year,
he was appointed Bracken Co. attorney, and after a
new state constitution was adopted in 1851, he was
elected to the same office, serving for a total of 16
years. He ran for state senator on the Democratic
ticket in 1851, and his election put him in the Ken

three navigable streams that enter the pool, the Big
Miami, the Little Miami, and the Licking rivers. A
bridge was built over the dam in 1978 to connect
U.S. 42 in Kentucky with Rt. 156 in Indiana. Al

Ky). Although not formally educated, Thomas
Marshall was an intelligent man who found em
ployment through his childhood friend George
Washington as one of Lord Thomas Fairfax's Vir
ginia surveyors and land agents. Throughout his
years in Virginia, Marshall served as sheriff, tax
collector, magistrate, and representative to the
House of Burgesses for Fauquier Co. In 1754 he
married Mary Randolph Keith, and they had 15

though the new dams have not solved all river prob

children. Their oldest son was John Marshall, chief

lems, such as ice jams and runaway barges, they

justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. Thomas Mar

After refusing to honor the request of President

have greatly improved riverboat traffic and have

Abraham Lincoln (1861–1865) for four regiments
of Kentucky troops to fight the Confederates, Gov
ernor Beriah Magoffin (1859–1862) called a special
session of the legislature in May 1861, hoping for a
secession vote. Instead, the legislature proposed
that Kentucky remain strictly neural in the con

MARKS, JOE E. (b. June 15, 1891, New York City,
d. June 14, 1973, New York City). Born on the side
streets of New York City, Joe Marks had a show
business career of more than fifty years. His life
style was sourban that he was 13 before he eversaw

shall was well known for his bravery. As an officer
in the 3rd Virginia Regiment during the Revolu
tionary War, he was given credit for halting the
advance of British general Charles Cornwallis's
troops at the Battle of Brandywine and preventing
the capture of General Washington's army. Thomas
Jefferson, governor of Virginia, sent Marshall to
survey Fayette Co. in the eastern portion of the
Kentucky Territory in 1780. He made the 500-mile
trip, accompanied by his nephew Humphrey Mar
shall, in only three weeks. Thomas Marshall then
brought his own family to settle in Kentucky in the
early 1780s. They arrived at Limestone (present
day Maysville) after coming down the Ohio River
on a flatboat. Marshall's position as chief surveyor

alive cow. This small-in-stature man became a star

of Virginia's Fayette Co. allowed him to lay claim

Home Guards under the command of Col. Wil

of vaudeville and appeared on the Broadway stage,
in some 20 movies, and in early television as a co

to valuable lands, since he could claim half of the

liam Bradford (see Augusta Civil War Raid).
Marshall was an elector-at-large for the state in
the national election of 1865, when Kentucky, Del
aware, and New Jersey cast their Electoral College
votes for George B. McClellan for president. Mar
shall died in his home in Augusta in 1901, at age 82
and was buried next to his wife in the Augusta
Hillside Cemetery in Augusta. Marshall was hon
ored as one of the oldest and most prominent re
tired lawyers in Northern Kentucky. In his will, he
left to the City of Augusta a sizable grant to build a
waterworks and an electric light plant. The Mar
shall family had come to Kentucky from Virginia

Cincinnati, near Foster in Bracken Co. There are

provided additional recreational opportunities.
“Markland Dam Creates River Boom,” KTS, January
21, 1957, 4A.

Reis, Jim, “Controlling the Ohio Flow," KP, February
24, 2003, 4K.

“River System Varies as Power Source,” KE, August
12, 2001, 4B.

Jack Wessling

median and a character actor. He also became

known as a playwright.
Marks's credits began in the 1920s and contin
ued into the 1970s. On the stage, he played Pappy
Yokum in Li'l Abner (1957). For television he was

Smee in Peter Pan (1960). He appeared on the Col
gate Comedy Hour (1951), and in 1952 he had his
own show on WLW-television in Cincinnati play
ing Mr. Wumpy on The Play Club. Afterward, he
performed on the Kraft Television Theatre (1953–
1954) and, in 1963, in a popular TV show, Car 54,
Where Are You? Aslate as 1967, he was part of the
cast of Illya Darlingback on Broadway.
For many years Marks called Covington his
home. In 1920 he married Mae McCollough, a
Scotch-Irish dancer from Frankfort, Ky. The pair
traveled the country performing as Joe Marks &
Company with Mae Leonard. In 1931 they pur

lands he surveyed as payment for expenses. Mar
shall established homes in present-day Mason and
Woodford counties. President Washington (1789–

1797) appointed Marshall the federal tax collector
for Kentucky after ratification of the U.S. Constitu
tion, and Marshall held the post until 1797. Mar
shall's friendship with Washington continued
throughout their lives. At his plantation at Mount
Vernon, Va., Washington planted seeds of native
Kentucky grass and nuts sent to him by Marshall
in the 1780s. Several of these seeds were also sent to

the Marquis de Lafayette, a French general and
hero of the Revolutionary War in America, for
planting at Versailles in France. Marshall died in
1802 and was buried at the Marshall family farm in
Washington in Mason Co.

tucky legislature that decided Kentucky's official
stance during the Civil War.

flict. State senator Thornton Marshall is credited

with casting the deciding vote. On May 20, 1861,
Magoffin officially proclaimed the neutrality of
Kentucky.
The house where Marshall lived in the 1840s,

on historic Riverside Dr. in Augusta, still stands,
though buildings on both sides were among the 30
houses torched in 1862 when the 350-man Mor

gan's Raiders attacked the city, defended by 100

and was related to a number of famous Americans,

including John Marshall, chief justice of the U.S.
Supreme Court from 1801 to 1835, and Secretary
of State George Catlett Marshall, originator of the
Marshall Plan for Europe's economic recovery af.

Biographical Cyclopedia of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky. Chicago. John M. Gresham, 1896.

ter World War II.

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.

“Hon. T. F. Marshall," Daily Public Ledger, March 27,

Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
Jackson, Donald, and Dorothy Towhig, eds. The Dia

“Hon. Thornton F. Marshall,” Maysville Bulletin,

chased from D. Collins Lee a 12-room Park Hills

home at 843 Arlington Rd. Mae retired in 1935, but
they owned that house as late as 1951 and lived in it
while visiting relatives in Northern Kentucky.
These visits gave them a convenient respite as they

ries of George Washington, July 1786–December
1789. Vol. 5. Charlottesville: Univ. Press of Vir

ginia, 1979.

1901, 4.

March 28, 1901, 3.

Marsh, Betsa. “Augusta B&B Is One Room with a
River View," KE, March 5, 2006, F1.

MARY DALE

Perrin, William Henry, J. H. Battle, and G. C. Kniffin.
Kentucky: A History of the State. Louisville, Ky:
F. A. Battey, 1888.
"Thornton F. Marshall Dead, LCI, March 26, 1901, A8.

Rebecca Mitchell Turney
MARSHALL, WILLIAM LOUIS, GENERAL

(b. June 11, 1846, Washington, Ky., d. July 2, 1920,
Washington, D.C.). Military engineer William L.
Marshall, one of the many famous Marshall family
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Martin's best season was 1997, that year he carded
10 top-10 finishes. In 1997–1998 he served two
years on the PGA Tour's Players Advisory Council.
He earned $1.7 million during his 11-year profes
sional golfing career. A degenerative back injury
forced Martin to retire in spring 2000. In 2001 he
began a second career as a teaching pro in Northern
Kentucky. Martin has lived in Florence and Edge

508 Scott St., which he moved in 1948 from 508
Scott to 522 Scott.

wood and now resides in Union. He married his

and the African-American Businessmen's As

wife, Gaylynn, in 1988, and they have two children.

1015 Greenup St., near the corner of Clinton Ct.
and Scott St. In the late 1930s, Martin closed the

Greenup location to concentrate on the business at

Martin was a member of the First Baptist
Church and was actively involved in church af.
fairs, the American Legion, the Utopian club,
sociation. He was a charter member and the first
commander of Charles L. Henderson American

members of Mason Co., was the son of Col. Charles

A. and Phoebe A. Paxton Marshall. His great-uncle
was U.S. Supreme Court justice John Marshall.
William Marshallattended Kenyon College gram
mar school and college in Gambier, Ohio, before
the Civil War and then spent one year fighting for
the Union Army's Kentucky 10th Cavalry. Ill
health forced him to resign in 1863, but he recov
ered and received an appointment to the U.S. Mili
tary Academy at West Point, N.Y. In 1868 he was
commissioned a 2nd lieutenant in the Army Corps
of Engineers.
During his long military career, he discovered
the Marshall Passacross the Rocky Mountains and
constructed the Ambrose Channel within New

York Harbor at New York City. He was involved in
several major engineering projects, including the
Hennepin Canal in Illinois, part of the Illinois Wa
terway that connected Chicago to the Mississippi
River. He served as chief of engineers from 1908
until 1910, when he retired. He later became a con

sulting engineer to the U.S. Reclamation Service.
He died in an army hospital in the nation's capital
and was buried at Arlington National Cemetery in

Dorman, Larry. "For Singh, It's Parfor the Course un
tilthe Very End." NYT May 22, 1995, C5.
Rosaforte, Tim. "Singing a New Tune." Sports Illus
trated. May 29, 1995, G18.
Neil Schmidt

MARTIN, WILLIAM HENRY, JR. (b. January
19, 1895, Lexington, Ky., d. February 10, 1952, Day
ton, Ohio). Businessman William Henry Martin
Jr. was the only child of William Henry and Alice
M. Martin, who brought him to Covington at age
six. William Jr. attended Lincoln-Grant School

and graduated from William Grant High School
in 1913 and from Miami University in Oxford,
Ohio, in 1917. In 1918 he joined the U.S. Army and
served during World War I. Upon his discharge,
Martin went to Lexington, where he worked for a
tailornamed George Washington. Sometime later,
Martin moved back to Covington and by 1927 had
opened his first dry-cleaning and tailorbusiness at
Athey Ave. and Craig St. That same year he mar
ried Alice Arnold, a schoolteacher in Lexington. In
1928 he moved his business to 508 Scott St. In 1932

Martin opened a second dry-cleaning business at

Virginia.

Legion Post No. 166.
Martin died at Veterans' Hospital, Dayton,
Ohio, on February 10, 1952, and was buried in
Mary E. Smith Cemetery, Elsmere. His wife kept
the business open until 1957. Martinsson William
III"Bill" was the longtime executive director of the
Northern Kentucky Community Center.
Harris, Ted. "Reader Recollection," KP, March 2,
1992, 4K.

"Journey's End." KE, February 12, 1952,23.
Martin, Alice Arnold. Interview by Theodore Harris,
January 15, 1992, Covington, Ky.

Martin, William Henry, III. Interview by Theodore
Harris, January 14, 1992, Covington, Ky.
Theodore H. H. Harris
MARYDALE. In 1946 the Roman Catholic Di

ocese of Covington purchased the 350-acre Wil
liamsdale property on Donaldson Hwy. in Er
langer. The former horse farm was acquired with
the intention of making it a permanentlocation for
a Christian camp. A few years earlier, Rev. An
thony Deye had initiated a camping program for
underprivileged children. Having a diocesan
owned property would mean that African Amer
ican children would not have to be excluded be

"Fifty Years Ago, July 8, 1920." Maysville Ledger In
dependent, July 8, 1970,4A.
Malone, Dumas. Dictionary of American Biogra
phy. Vol.6, New York:Scribner's, 1933.

cause of the strictures of segregation enforced
locally at public campgrounds. Bishop William
T. Mulloy changed the name of the property to
Marydale and appointed Deye as the first director
of the camp.
A large horse barn was cleaned and converted

MARTIN, DOUGLAS (b. December 8, 1966,

Bluffton, Ohio). Doug Martin, who in 1984 ranked

as the nation's top youth golfer, is the son of Lynn

into a lodge with a kitchen. Tents were erected for

Martin and his wife, Karen. While at Van Buren

the first campers in summer 1947. Boys and girls
from the various parishes of the diocese spent a
week camping under the guidance of diocesan

(Ohio) High School, from which he graduated in
1985, Martin ranked number one nationally in the
Junior Amateurs, for golfers under 18. He became
a three-time All-American in golf at the University

seminarians and female students of Villa Madonna

of Oklahoma at Norman. He finished as national

runner-up as a senior in 1989, when he led the
Sooners to the NCAA team championship. Martin
left school after his senior season, reaching the
semifinals of the 1989 U.S. Amateur golf tourna
ment and then representing the United States in
ternationally in the Walker Cup.
He moved to Northern Kentucky in fall 1989,

the year he debuted professionally. He spent his
first season on the PGA Tour in 1992, won the

South Texas Open while playing on the Nike Tour
in 1993, and then, in 1994, returned to the PGA
Tour for seven more seasons. His best PGA tourna

ment finish was as runner-up in the 1995 Buick
Classic, when future world number one golfer Wi
jah Singh bested him in a five-hole playoff the lon
gest playoff round on the PGA Tour in six years.

William Martin (left) and Rev. Edgar Mack, 1973.

College (now Thomas More College) in Coving
ton, who served as counselors. Mulloy and Deye
resisted pressure from some parents to schedule
separate camping weeks for black and white chil
dren. As the popularity of Camp Marydale grew
during the next two decades, log cabins were con
structed for the campers; over the years, several
large lodges were built, including the Timbers and
Sagalodges. A swimming pool was built in 1968 to
supplement water-related activities at the lake that
had been dug as an expansion of the creek flowing
through the property. Campers enjoyed riding
horses, canoeing, archery, and many other sports.
After each camping season, a reunion was held for
all of those who had attended camps that summer.
In the early 1950s,alay retreatgroup appealed to
Mulloy to begin a retreat program on the property.
The group chose the name "the Men of Marydale
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MARY INGLES HIGHWAY

Retreat League" in 1952, and they took responsi
bility, with assistance from the Knights of Co

“No Color Line at Camp," Messenger, August 24,

lumbus, for raising funds to renovate the horse

“Statement Released Concerning Marydale," Mes
senger, July 31, 1988, 3.

barn into the first retreat house. When the size of

1947, 4.

Thomas S. Ward

the barn proved inadequate, a hill overlooking the
lake was chosen as a site for a new diocesan retreat
house. The architectural firm of Betz and Bankem

per (see Carl C. Bankemper) designed the one
story brick ranch-style structure, which opened at
Marydale in 1957. Rev. Carl Tillman, the first di
rector, died that same year of a brain tumor. Rev.
Thomas Middendorf succeeded him and served as

director through the retreat center's early years. A
new south wing with 14 rooms was added to the
facility in 1965.
For many years, Marydale remained a rural
oasis of natural beauty in the midst of the urban
and commercial development all around it. I-71
and I-75 ran along the eastern boundary of the
property, and the often-expanded Cincinnati/
Northern Kentucky International Airport was
only a few miles to the west. Pressure for greater
access in the expanding commercial areas led to
requests by the State of Kentucky to buy a portion
of the Marydale property on which to build a con
nector from Donaldson Hwy to Houston Rd. in
order to help alleviate traffic problems. Bishop
William A. Hughes sold just over seven acres for a
road. Most of the camping facilities were thus cut
off from the retreat house, and as a result the camp
ing program was discontinued in 1988. The dio
cese hired the PHH Fantus Corporation to form a
plan for utilizing the property cut off from the re
treat house by the new road. The diocese then en
tertained proposals from many entities desiring to
buy land at Marydale. Some property north of
Donaldson Rd. was used to build the new St.

Henry District High School, which opened in
1998. In 1996 Citicorp (see Citigroup) purchased
81.3 acres on the east side of the new Houston Rd.,

thereby greatly reducing the size of Marydale. In
2006 the Diocese of Covington sold another 226
acres to fund a court-approved settlement of
sexual-abuse claims against diocesan clergy. The
retreat house was part of the property sold. The di
ocese plans to renovate the recently closed Catho
lic Center (formerly the Seminary of St. Pius X)
as a new center for the retreat program that will
utilize the remaining 40 acres.

MARY INGLES HIGHWAY. The Mary Ingles
(Inglis) Highway, also known as Ky. Rt. 8, was
named in honor of the white woman who was re

portedly the first to set foot in Kentucky. In 1755
Shawnee Indians captured Mary Draper Ingles
and her two sons at Draper's Meadow, Va. (modern
Blacksburg, Va.). She was brought to Big Bone
Springs (see Big Bone Lick State Resort Park)
in Boone Co., Ky. Ingles eventually escaped with
out her children and followed the southern shore

of the Ohio River eastward, ultimately returning
home in part by the modern-day pathway of the
Mary Ingles Highway.
The original intention of this road was to con
nect Northern Kentucky with Ashland, Ky., and to
make Maysville more easily accessible. In 1925
Kentucky state senator Charles B. Truesdell of
Fort Thomas introduced legislation to designate
the proposed route as Ky. Rt. 8. At the same time,
Mrs. James G. Johnson of Dayton, Ky., suggested
that the highway be named for courageous pioneer
Mary Ingles. Thusbegan the formation of the Mary
Ingles Highway Association. On March 13, 1925, a
meeting was held at the Eagles Hall in Bellevue to
discuss the proposed highway. Governor William
J. Fields (1923–1927), Truesdell, and State Repre
sentative A. J. Jolly were present, along with city

Camp Marydale, Archives of the Covington Dio
cese, Covington, Ky.

“Diocesan Retreat House Opens: Bishop Explains
Marydale Plan," Messenger, August 31, 1952, 1A.
“Diocese Sells 226Acres of Marydale/Catholic Center
Property to Fund Class Action Settlement," Mes

senger, March 3, 2006, 3.
Marydale: Center of Christian Renewal, 25th An
niversary Booklet, 1972. Archives of the Diocese

of Covington, Erlanger, Ky.
"Marydale Launches Men's Retreat Program: New
Building Combines Rural Site, Modern Comforts,"
Messenger, September 15, 1957, 12A.

In Bracken Co., Brooksville civic leaders such

as county attorney Patrick Flannery understood
the importance of the proposed highway to his
city. He and his group knew that although the road
would not pass through Brooksville proper, it
would greatly ease the process of bringing goods
and services to their town. As recently as 1931,
Brooksville had lost the Brooksville and Ohio

Railroad connection with the Chesapeake
and Ohio Railroad at Wellsburg. Bracken Co.
leaders attended the many intercounty meetings—
eventually about 200 of them—that were held re
garding the highway. Their association supporting
the road was known as the Mary Inglis Trail
Boosters.

During World War II, the Mary Ingles High
way Association discontinued its activities. After
interest in the highway returned, in 1947, a mass

meeting was held in Frankfort at the office of the
state highway commissioner. More than 500 per
sons attended, and the Mary Ingles Highway As
sociation was resurrected. The same old prewar
off-and-on process continued into the 1950s. As
late as 1955, during a highway inspection trip led
by Martha P. Comer, editor of the Maysville In
dependent, Comer's car, full of media people, be
came stranded in the mud on Dover Hill west of

officials from towns that would connect with the

Maysville and was unable to continue to a sched
planned thoroughfare. It was decided that the road uled dinner at the Riverdale Hotel in Ross, cele
would be built using county, state, and federal brating the road's "completion.” Campbell Co.
funds; but in actuality it was the state that ulti Judge Fred M. Warren warned at that gala that
even though the Mary Ingles Highway Association
mately allocated the funds for the road.
Not much progress occurred during the latter was a nonpolitical organization, "a good share of
half of the 1920s. After several attempts by North Republican votes could be captured" if the road
ern Kentucky officials to press for completion of was not properly finished as soon as possible.
The road was less complete to the east. The
the road, state highway commissioner J. Lyter
Donaldson, from Carrollton, gave assurance to a original thought of continuing to Ashland seems
frustrated Campbell Co. Fiscal Court that con to have died early. There was simply not enough
struction would begin in the "current year" (1935). political interest in the project east of Maysville for
Construction of the 24-foot wide road, wide a Campbell Co.—inspired idea. Towns such as Ash
enough for three cars to travel side by side, was to land and South Shore in Lewis Co. already had
begin in Dayton and extend through the eastern high-quality federally built highways. Even Au
section of the county. Contracts were let to Fran gusta in Bracken Co. had its easy Augusta Ferry
cisco Construction of Cincinnati for a 3.5-mile

“Bishop Finalizes Property Deal with State," Messen
ger, February 24, 1991, 3.
“Citicorp Buys 81 Acres of Camp Marydale Property.”
Messenger, June 21, 1996, 1.
Deye, Anthony, "Marydale Memoir," 1954, 13.09.

lays, miscommunications, studies, and more stud
ies, with public meetings following endless other
meetings, marked the history of the road. Chang
ing administrations in Frankfort did not help mat
ters. Outside of Campbell Co., few legislators were
interested in the project.

section from California, Ky., to the Pendleton Co.
line for the sum of $31,870 and to Pryor and John
son Construction of Mayfield for the 4.6 miles
from Dayton to Brent for $78,000, not including
the cost of the underpass beneath the Chesa
peake and Ohio Railroad tracks at Coal Haven.
Until the $250,000 underpass was completed in
about 1937, that section of the road could not be

used; and the roadbed east of the underpass had to
be cleared and cut out of the steep hillside along an
old bridle path above the railroad to connect with
River Rd., which was part of the old Twelve-Mile
Turnpike. Later, other sections of construction
were proposed and built incrementally. The other
bottleneck in construction was the new bridge
over Twelve Mile Creek just east of Oneonta. De

connection with U.S. 52.

In many respects, the road never was properly

completed. At least three sections have vexed high
way department personnel. The part west of Brom
ley in Kenton Co. hugs an ever-slipping hillside,
bubbling up asphalt as quickly as it can be laid; the
same is true of the section from Coal Haven east to

Brent in Campbell Co., and the portion between
Twelve Mile Creek and Ky. Rt. 1996, in eastern
Campbell Co. Each of these areas has cost several
lives over the years, as cars have literally bounced
off the road surface.

The road passes through Boone, Kenton,
Campbell, Pendleton, Bracken, and Mason coun
ties. It has always been a favorite route for families
taking Sunday afternoon drives. However, its im
portance as a regional transportation artery has

MASON CO.

diminished with the opening of the more inland,
more direct, and somewhat safer modern AA

Highway.
"Cry Raised for Work on Inglis Highway; Court Ac
tion Is Urged,” KP, January 27, 1938, 1.
"Heroic Mary Ingles Honored by Women of Ken
tucky," KP, March 25, 1925, 1.
“Highway Is Discussed,” KP, November 24, 1929, 16.
"Inglis Highway Plans Outlined," KP, July 30, 1937, 1.
"Inglis Highway Work Is Begun," KP, July 31, 1935, 1.
“Mary Ingles Group Meets," KTS, January 5, 1957,4A.
"Mary Inglis Meeting.” Bracken Chronicle, July 4,
1935, 3.

from St. Walburg Monastery see Sisters of St.
Benedict), a banner and a wooden statue of Mary
in the nave, and other improvements. The Mary
Queen of Heaven parish served 622 families in

1935, 2.

as well as the first 10 amendments to the U.S. Con

“Erlanger Parish Celebrates Jubilee," Messenger, Sep
tember 28, 1980, 2.

“Mary Queen of Heaven,” Messenger, November, 19,
2004, supplement.

“Mary Queen of Heaven Addition,” Messenger, April
8, 1990, 7.

“New Buildings Evidence Growth of Mary, Queen of
12A.

School," Messenger, November 25, 1956,3A.

ruary 17, 1955, 1A.
John Boh

“Top Officials to Tour Mary Ingles Highway." KTS,
February 9, 1955,2A.

“Work on Inglis Highway to Be Started This Year.”
KP, February 6, 1935, 1.

Robin Caraway
MARY QUEEN OF HEAVEN CATHOLIC

CHURCH. The Mary Queen of Heaven Church's
parish is bounded by the Cincinnati/Northern
Kentucky International Airport, I-75 (see Ex
pressways), and the Boone-Kenton county line.
The church is near Marydale, the Passionist convent,
and the new St. Henry District High School.
The congregation of the parish first worshipped
in the chapel of the Passionist nuns and served 73
families in 1955. In 1956–1957 the congregation
built a church, a school, and a convent building on
former Marydale property. A series of celebrations
marked the church's beginning in September 1957

the Virginia Bill of Rights, which clearly influenced
Thomas Jefferson's Declaration of Independence
stitution. In many cases the same language that
Mason penned in the Virginia Bill of Rights can be

"Parish Holds Ground-Breaking Ceremonies for New

“State Orders Survey of Incomplete Road,” KTS, Feb

Mason, one of the key leaders and political
thinkers of the American Revolution, also wrote

2002.

Heaven Parish," Messenger, October 20, 1957,

“Mary Inglis Road First, Group Hears," KP, March 7,
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MASON. Mason, in southern Grant Co., situated

along U.S. 25 (Dixie Highway), was for many
years known as Gouge or Gouges, for James Gouge
and his brother, who operated a tavern there
around the beginning of the 19th century. The
community's first post office was named Gouge in
1858. The town's name was changed in 1878 to Ma
son, for the contractor who completed the con
struction of the Cincinnati Southern Railroad

through the area.
The first church organized at Mason was the
Lystra Church of Christ, established in 1841. Now
it occupies its third church building. The Bethel
Methodist Episcopal Church South, the second
church in Mason, closed in 1952. The Mason Bap
tist Church, organized by 1883, remains active.
Three county school districts were merged in

found in those two later documents.

As a delegate to the Constitutional Convention
at Philadelphia, Mason was influential in the delib
erations but opposed the final draft of the Consti
tution, partially because it did not contain a bill of
rights. His insistence on the need for a bill of rights
ultimately influenced its inclusion as part of the
U.S. Constitution in 1791. Mason's place among
the founding fathers was negatively affected by his
opposition to the final passage of the U.S. Consti
tution; nevertheless, Virginia honored this early
American statesmen in 1788 by assigning his name
to one of the nine counties the Virginia legislature
established in Kentucky, before Kentucky became
a state in 1792. Mason Co. was carved out of Bour
bon Co.

George Mason died in Virginia at his planta
tion at age 66 and was buried at his plantation,
Gunston Hall, in Lorton, Fairfax Co., Va. George
Mason University, Virginia's largest public institu
tion of higher learning, also bears his name.
Miller, Helen Hill. George Mason: Gentleman Rev

olutionary. Chapel Hill. Univ. of North Carolina
Press, 1975.

. George Mason of Gunston Hall. Lorton, Va.;
Board of Regents, 1958.
John Klee

1918 to form the Mason Consolidated School, the
the first mass was celebrated in the new church;
and in October 1957 the church auditorium, four
classrooms, the cafeteria, and the convent were

blessed by the bishop. In 1961, with 150 families
now being served, the parish purchased a nearby
residence for a rectory. In January 1964, with 197
families, the bishop approved two more class
rooms. The diocese approved the addition of four
more classrooms in 1967. During the late 1980s,
the parish doubled the size of the school's parking
lot; erected a six-foot-tall, brightly illuminated
message sign; and built athletic facilities. In 1990
the convent was converted for use in the preschool
and kindergarten programs.
The parish began a Community Service out
reach in 2002 and in 2004 established a chapter of
the St. Vincent de Paul Society. Other ministries
include Respect for Life, Family Life, Adult Educa
tion, and a Youth Group for high school students.
In 1998 the parish broke ground for a library
and a multipurpose gymnasium, dedicated Octo
ber 10, 1999, in honor of Father John J. McGuire,

the parish's second pastor (1986–2000). Soon,
work began on another phase of capital improve
ments. A capital campaign chaired by Jerry Cook
achieved pledges of $1.1 million, and Dennis Behle
chaired the Building Oversight Committee. Im
provements, dedicated on November 14, 2004, by
Bishop Roger Foys and Pastor Richard Worth, in
cluded a new gathering-place addition, a renovated
church interior, Stations of the Cross (acquired

first in Grant Co., which offered 12 grades; the first
high school class graduated in 1921 (see Mason
High School).
Bruce's General Store is operated by the third
generation of Bruces at the store's originallocation.
The Mason post office is next door, where Jewel
Bruce is postmistress.
Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1984.
John B. Conrad
MASON, GEORGE (b. December 11, 1725, Fair
fax Co., Va.; d. October 7, 1792, Lorton, Fairfax

Co., Va.). George Mason, after whom Mason Co.
was named, was born in 1725. He was a Virginia
planter and became a jurist and state legislator in
his home state. In 1752 he was named treasurer of

the Ohio Company, a Virginia land company that
sponsored exploration of Kentucky and claimed
lands there. He continued to serve in that position
until his death in 1792, which effectively ended the
land company's claims in Kentucky, Mason was
instrumental in gaining the support from Virginia
that George Rogers Clark needed to defeat the
British and their American Indian allies during
the Revolutionary War; Clark's series of military
victories helped consolidate the colonists' hold on
the Ohio River Valley.

MASON CO. Mason Co., established by the Vir
ginia legislature in 1788, was the eighth county
formed in what became the Commonwealth of

Kentucky. The county was named for George Ma
son, whose Virginia Bill of Rights was an inspira
tion for the first 10amendments to the U.S. Consti

tution. At that time, Mason Co.'s western boundary
stretched from the source of the Licking River to
its mouth, and its eastern border ran from the Vir

ginia border north along the Big Sandy River to the
Ohio River and back to the mouth of the Licking
River. Today, the county covers 241 square miles
and is bounded by Lewis, Fleming, Bracken, and
Robertson counties and the Ohio River. The origi
nal county seat, Washington, Ky., was the first town
in the United States named for President George
Washington (1789–1797). After an intercity strug
gle, the county seat was moved to Maysville in 1848.
The land that became Mason Co. was part of a
seabed millions of years ago, and as a result fossils
can be found today in every cut along the county's
highways and in the excavations being done by a
major local lime operation (see Geology). The
limestone that formed from the ancient sea pro
vided rich soil, later worked by American Indi
ans. Prehistoric foundations and artifacts that

have been uncovered reveal a sophisticated com
munity at Fox Field in southern Mason Co.
Mounds and other evidence of prehistoric life are
common. Prehistoric animals and later bison beat
down a trail from the Ohio River to Central
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trade, and by 1830 Maysville's population of 2,000
was more than double that of Washington. In 1833
Maysville became an incorporated city, and in
1848 the Kentucky legislature approved moving
the county seat there from Washington.
Mason Co.'s importance in the state was often
on display in the early 19th century. The Marquis
de Lafayette made it a stop on his grand tour of
America in 1825. Henry Clay was a frequent visitor
as he traveled to and from Washington, D.C. In
1825 and 1827, the community held public dinners
for Clay, the latter one drawing 2,500 participants.
Zachary Taylor, Daniel Webster, Meriwether Lewis
and William Clark, and others made Maysville a
stop on their travels. In 1830 Mason Co. was the
center of a national debate over the role of the na

The Mason Co. Courthouse, Maysville, built in 1845, and the First Presbyterian Church, built in

Jackson (1829–1837) in 1830. Mason Co. also be

1852. Pictured in Ca. 1917.

Kentucky through the saltlick at what is now Blue

ents also moved to the community and were bur

Licks, and it was this road that led the first white

ied there. Another son of theirs, John Marshall,

settlers to the area (see Buffalo Traces). There

chiefjustice ofthe U.S. Supreme Court for 30years,
visited when he could. In 1823 Alexander Camp
bell, a founder of the Disciples of Christ, debated a
Presbyterian minister, Rev. W. L. McCalla, at the
Washington Baptist Church. Harriet Beecher, who

were no permanent American Indian settlements
in Mason Co. contemporary with white settle
ment. However, in the last half of the eighteenth
century, the county was frequently traversed by In
dian groups, particularly the Shawnee tribe, and
reports of their famed leader Tecumseh in the area
are numerous.

One of the first white explorers of the region
was Christopher Gist, who came in 1751. In 1755
Mary Ingles traveled through the county as she
escaped the Shawnees. Simon Kenton made re
peated visits to the place where Limestone Creek
emptied into the Ohio River, and in 1784 he built a
station nearby, where he had foundrich canelands.
The settlement of Limestone that developed there
was a first stop for many people who were on their
way to settle in the West, since the Ohio River was

the preferred path for that journey after 1780, espe
cially for those headed into Kentucky.
Arthur Fox and William Wood, on 400 acres

that they bought from Kenton, developed the town
of Washington, and it became the center of com
merce, education, law, and politics in early Mason
Co. In 1790 Washington was the second-largest
town in what became the new state of Kentucky.
Lewis Craig, who had led his traveling Baptist
church congregation out of persecution in Virginia
to Mason Co., built the courthouse in Washington
in 1794. In the same period, he built an extant
Greek Revival–style brick church building for his
congregation in Minerva, in the northern part of
the county. The three-mile trail or trace between
Limestone and Washington became, in the early
1800s, the first macadamized road in Kentucky. In
1809 future president Zachary Taylor (1849–1850)
was a military recruiter in Washington. Thomas
Marshall moved to Washington in 1788 and
served as the first Mason Co. Court clerk. His par

tional government in funding improvements
within a state: the Maysville Road Bill, which
called for building an improved road between
Maysville and Lexington, Ky., was passed by the
U.S. Congress but vetoed by President Andrew

visited from Cincinnativith her student Elizabeth

Key (see Marshall Key), a Washington resident,
may have witnessed slave auctions that were held
just a few doors down from the Keyhouse on the
grounds of the Mason Co. courthouse. In 1803, in
a house across an alley from that courthouse, Con
federate general Albert Sidney Johnston was
born. Later Gen. William “Bull” Nelson of the

Union Army lived in the same house.
About 10 miles south of Washington along the
buffalo trace, another settlement, Mayslick, was
established in 1787. One inhabitant of Mayslick
was Daniel Drake, who lived there in his youth
and later returned to the town to serve as a physi
cian for a year. Dr. Drake was a founder of what
became the University of Cincinnati Hospital and
its medical college. His book Pioneer Life in Ken
tucky, 1785–1800, published in 1870 after his
death, drew on his experiences as a child in
Mayslick.
As the 19th century progressed, Limestone, re
named Maysville, gradually became more promi
nent than Washington. The conflicts with Ameri
can Indians in Mason Co. ended, making life in
Maysville more attractive than it had been.
Maysville was a commercial hub and continued to
be a stop for settlers, who now were moving south
into Central Kentucky, north on what later became
alink (Zane's Trace) to the National Road, and west
on the Ohio River to Cincinnati, Louisville, and

beyond. Even Daniel Boone lived on the river.
front in Maysville in the late 1780s. The advent of
steamboats in the 1820s and the resultant eco

nomic effects led to increased population and

came a destination for immigrants of Irish and
German descent, beginning in the 1840s, and their
increasing numbers led to the establishment of
three Roman Catholicchurches in the county.
Slavery was an important institution in Mason
Co.; on the eve of the Civil War, the county had
more than 4,000 slaves in a total population of
18,000. Slave auctions and slave pens were part of
life in the county. There were no Civil War battles
in the county, but Confederate raids occurred in
Maysville, Sardis, and along the Maysville and
Lexington Turnpike. The Union formed a recruit
ing camp, Camp Nelson, near Maysville. Freed
men faced many difficulties after the war, includ
ing the threat of arrest if they were unemployed or
vagrant. The African American population de
clined steadily after the Civil War to a little more
than 1,000 at the turn of the 20th century, while
the county's total population remained about the
same as in 1850.

Maysville, Washington, and Mayslick, as well
as Mason Co.'s other small communities, de

pended on agriculture for their prosperity. In the
19th century the main crops were tobacco and
hemp. However, farming was diversified with wheat,
corn, garden crops, and livestock, particularly pigs.
Well into the 20th century, hog-killing and mak
ing sorghum from cane were common events.
Communities throughout Mason Co. in the 19th
century had their own churches, mills, profession
als, schools, and stores. Many had high schools
that served through the mid-20th century.
The town of Dover was established on the Ohio

River in 1836, and by the 1840s it had one of the
largest tobacco markets in the country: 3 million
pounds a year were bought there. The Mason Co.
City of Germantown, largely settled by Germans,
since 1854 has hosted an agricultural fair that
draws participants from several counties annually.
Alexander Doniphan, a Germantown native,
moved to Missouri and won important victories in
the Mexican War as a brigadier general.
Sardis, incorporated in 1850, is in the general
area where Joseph Desha, governor of Kentucky
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from 1824 to 1828, had his home and plantation.
Sardis was also the location of a raid by Confederate
general John Hunt Morgan. Minerva, incorpo
rated in 1844, was the site of Lewis Craig's traveling
Baptist church. He was buried nearby. Minerva also
was the home of Justice Stanley Reed, solicitor
general in the administration of President Franklin
Roosevelt (1933–1945) and an associate justice of
the U.S. Supreme Court from 1938 to 1957. Minerva
Collegeserved the community from 1856 until 1909
and counted among its graduates Herman Dono
van, who became the president of the University of
Kentucky at Lexington. In Mayslick the first con
solidated grade and high school south of the Ohio
River that provided transportation for its students
was organized in 1909. Other communities of note
in the county are Lewisburg and Orangeburg.
Mason Co.'s growth after the Civil War did not
match its early development. Railroads were the
new engine of growth in the United States, and
Mason Co. did not complete its rail connections to
Lexington and Cincinnati until late in the 19th
century. Significant floods in the 1880s and 1890s
also negatively affected the towns along the river.
The county clung to its agrarian, small-town iden
tity while the rest of the nation moved toward ur

fortunes of tobacco. Remaining farm operations
concentrated on beef cattle, dairy, forage crops,
and various attempts to diversify.
The flood of 1937 wasdevastatingfor Maysville,
Dover, and residents along the Ohio River. River
and rail traffic declined in the post-World War II

Clift, G. Glenn, History of Maysville and Mason
County. Lexington, Ky:Transylvania, 1956.

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1. Cov
ington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
John Klee
MASON CO. COURTHOUSES. Mason Co.'s

period and major roads bypassed the city. In the
1950s, Mason Co. tookgreat pride in native daugh
ter Rosemary Clooney, who honored her home
town by premiering the movie The Stars Are Sing
ing in Maysville in 1953. The smaller communities
lost their schools to consolidation in the 1950s,

1960s, and 1970s, and the decline in farming has
tened the towns' decline in population and impor
tance. Meanwhile, as roads were improved and
new roads built, Maysville became a regional cen
ter for education, employment, medical care, and
shopping. The hills that had restricted travel to the
river town were finally breached. The change be
gan with the building of the Maysville Commu
nity and Technical College in 1969 in Washing
ton. Retail establishments followed, and after the

first courthouse was at Washington, which served
as the county seat from 1794 until 1848. An impos
ing two-story Federal structure built by the pastor
Lewis Craig, it was the site of court proceedings,
slave auctions, court days, and public meetings
concerning religion and slavery. After the move of
the county seat to Maysville, it served as a school
and the town hall. The structure burned in 1909.

In 1848 the Mason Co. seat moved to Maysville.
The courthouse there was a Greek Revival build

ing, constructed in 1845 as the Maysville City
Hall. At the time of its construction, plans were
already being made to move the county seat from
Washington to Maysville. In 1844 a building com
mittee, consisting of Richard Collins, A. M. Janu
ary, H. McCullough, and F.T. Hord, had been ap
pointed to supervise construction. Ignatius and
Stanislaus Mitchell provided and laid the brick for
the building, at three dollars per 1,000 bricks.
Lenin Purnell and Christopher Russell are be
lieved to have been the carpenters who created the
cherry staircases that spiral up three floors. Other

largest loose-leaf tobacco auction market in the
world for most of the 20th century. Important
names in state and national history continued to
belinked to the county Charles Young, born and
educated in the Mayslick area, became only the
third African American to graduate from West
Point Military Academy in New York in 1889. Two
Maysville residents, Augustus Willson and Wil
liam Cox, served as Kentucky governor and lieu
tenant governor, respectively, from 1907 until 1911.
Alice Lloyd of Maysville lobbied the Kentucky
legislature on the issues of prohibition, women's
suffrage, and protection of tobacco farmers against

AA Highway was built in 1983, the hospital (see
Meadowview Regional Medical Center) and
the retail hub of the city moved to the "top of the
hill.” New industry also located there. Along the
Ohio River, where Mason Co.'s second incorpo
rated town, Charlestown, was planned in 1787 but
never developed, East Kentucky Power built an
electric generating facility in 1977 (see Power
Plants). That plant has continually expanded and
provided stable employment for residents. It also
attracted a neighboring business, Inland Con
tainer, which uses the steam generated by the
power plant to recycle cardboard. The need for coal
by that plant and by nearby electric producers
helped rejuvenate the rail line from Lexington,
which had been abandoned but now transports
coal from Eastern Kentucky to Mason Co. River
traffic, especially barges and pleasure boats, has in
creased since the 1970s. The communities through
out the county, which at one point seemed distant
from the county seat, are now less than fifteen
minutes away from most of the county's entertain
ment, health care, and retail sites. Maysville ex
panded its borders greatly, even annexing its old
county-seat rival, Washington, in 1990. In the
1980s, Mexicans were brought into the county to
work in the tobacco fields. Many stayed, moved
their families, and have become permanent resi

the tobacco trust.

dents. Mennonites, who moved into the area after

From Past to Present in Pictures. Maysville, Ky:

The 1920s were a time of severe hardship for
farmers. For Mason Co. this period initiated a con
tinuing downturn in numbers of farms, tenants,

1995, brought their language and customs, so that
German is the primary language of around 300
Mason Co. residents and horses and buggies have
become familiar sights on county roads.

Mason Co. Museum, 1983.

banization and industrialization. As the 19th cen

tury closed, some industry came to the county. The
Ohio Valley Pulley Works (see Browning Manu
facturing/Ohio Valley Pulley Works) began in
1886 and has remained in operation for more than
a century in different incarnations. Mule-drawn
streetcars began making runs in 1896 in Maysville.
The Farmers and Tuckahoe tobacco warehouses
were established in 1909 and 1910. These were auc

tion warehouses, the second and third ones in the
state, and established Mason Co. as the second

and African American farmers. In the 1930s the

tobacco program established following the Agri
cultural Adjustment Act stabilized prices for that
important commodity. Until the 1980s, tobacco
was the linchpin of the county's economy, from
farming to the various enterprises that served to
bacco farmers to the warehouses and tobacco

processing. Parker Tobacco Company, which pro
cessed tobacco for later sale, was the largest em
ployer in Mason Co. for some years during the
1970s and 1980s. But farming declined in the last
two decades of the 20th century with the falling

Mason Co. celebrates its historical role with nu

merous festivals, several museums, and several re

stored buildings in Washington open to the public,
Its diversified economy and role as a regional hub
have created a county with excellent homes, low
unemployment, and a tax base that supports im
pressive schools, parks, and cultural institutions.
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. Maysville, Kentucky:
From Past to Present in Pictures. Maysville. Ma
son Co. Museum, 1983.

woodwork around the doors and windows and in

the main courtroom is also original. The old
courthouse in Maysville faces Third St. running
south to north toward the Ohio River and has four

imposing Doric columns. In 1957 the street on the
side of the courthouse was renamed Stanley
Reed Ct. to honor the U.S. Supreme Court justice
from Mason Co., and an explanatory plaque was
attached to the courthouse. The courtroom in the

building looks today the same as over a century
ago, with a raised seating area facing the judge's
bench and spittoons available for the lawyers and
the jury; it is still used on special occasions. The
county-judge executive offices are on the first floor
of the courthouse.

In 2000 Mason Co. opened a new courthouse
on the south side of Third St. It, like the 1845 court

house, has Doric columns; a cupola and other
features are also reminiscent of the Greek Revival

style.
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. Maysville, Kentucky:

John Klee
MASON CO. HIGH SCHOOL. Mason Co.

High School, the only public high school in Mason
Co., opened in fall 1960. It is located at the “top of
the hill" on U.S. 68 in the city of Maysville, ap
proximately midway between the Ohio River and
Washington, Ky. The 25-acre site for the school,
formerly the Chenault farm, was purchased for
$27,500. Ground was broken for the new high
school in July 1959, and classes began on Septem
ber 6, 1960.

Mason Co. High School consolidated the high
schools at May's Lick, Minerva, and Orangeburg,

MASON CO. PUBLIC SCHOOLS

schools that had been established as other high
schools in Mason Co. were closed. In 1936the Sardis

High School was closed, and its students were
transferred to the high schools at Washington and
May's Lick. In 1942 the Washington High School
closed, and its students enrolled at the May's Lick
High School. In 1934 the students who had at
tended the 9th and 10th grades at the Rectorville
School were consolidated into the Orangeburg
High School. During the 1940s the Lewisburg
High School was closed, and its students entered
the high schools at May's Lick and Orangeburg. In
1929 African American students enrolled in the

9th and 10th grades at the May's Lick “Negro"
School were sent to the segregated John G. Fee
Industrial High School in Maysville. In 1956
the John G. Fee High School was incorporated into
Maysville High School, part of the separate
Maysville Independent School District. Thirty-five
years later, in 1991, Maysville High was consoli
dated into Mason Co. High School.
The consolidation of the county's three high
schools into one school in 1960 provided several
new opportunities for the Mason Co. school dis
trict: economies of scale could be achieved by op
erating a single high school, it would allow for ex
panded offerings, and it would permit replacement
of aging facilities. Furthermore, the space freed up
in the remaining schools could be used for kinder
garten and other programs. The consolidation of
the county's high schools also constituted the final
step of integration for the schools in the county.
Mason Co. High School began classes in fall
1960 with few extracurricular activities by today's
standards. Girls could cheer, but there were no

sports programs for them. Although the school's
music program did not include a band, it was an
nounced that Coralie Runyon would become the
coordinator of music. Her contributions included

forming and directing renowned choirs at the
school that performed on several overseas tours.
Elza Whalen Jr., the first principal, helped the
school get off to a successful start. Almost immedi
ately a rivalry, particularly in sports, developed
with Maysville High School and to a lesser extent
with the schools of the surrounding counties. Blue
and white were selected as the Mason Co. High
School colors, with Royals as the teams' nickname
and a crown as the school's symbol.
Mason Co. High School has established a
benchmark of excellence over the years in aca

dents have expanded greatly since the high school
opened. Beginning in the 1970s, women's sports
teams were added, and the school now has a band,

academic teams, and a wide variety of special
interest clubs and organizations. Moreover, Ma
son Co. High School teacher salaries and student

test scores are higher than those in neighboring
counties,

Several graduates of Mason Co. High School
have established distinguished careers around the
country. Heather French Henry, a 1992 graduate,
was crowned Kentucky's first Miss America in
2000, has become a recognized leader in fighting
for veterans' rights nationwide, and married the
former lieutenant governor of Kentucky, Steve
Henry. Chris Lofton, a 2004 graduate, was Ken
tucky's Mr. Basketball and continued his playing
career at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville.
Mason Co. High School's enrollment today is ap
proximately 800.
American Association of University Women (Mays
ville Branch). From Cabin to College: A History
of the Schools of Mason County. Maysville, Ky:
G. F. McClanahan, 1976.

“In Mason County–$1.4 Million Gym Opens,” KE,
January 14, 1965, 2.
“Mason-Co. Inaugurates Football Program,” KP.
September 21, 1977, 1K.
John Klee
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moved once again, to its present location at 218 E.
Third St. in Maysville, a facility dedicated on Sep
tember 10, 1995. A children's wing was added to
the library and dedicated on May 4, 2003. A book
mobile provides service to rural areas and schools.
“It's Not about Books,” KP, June 19, 1990, 4K.

“Location Dispute Kills Library Grant," KP June 9,
1990, 9K.

“New Librarian Named for Mason County." KE, April
22, 1980, A4.

Evelyn G. Cropper
MASON CO. PUBLIC SCHOOLS. Public

schools in Mason Co. date back to at least July
1835, when the City of Maysville established a free
endowed school to serve students between the ages
of 6 and 14. This was the start of the system that
became the Maysville Independent School Dis
trict. It developed elementary schools, including
the First District School, the Fifth St. School, the

Woodleigh School, the Sixth Ward School, and the
Center District School. An elementary school and
the John G. Fee Industrial High School for Af.
rican American students were also a part of this
system. In 1972 the elementary students were con
solidated into the expanded Woodleigh School,
renamed the Earle Jones Elementary School. The
junior high was placed inside the former Fee
school. Maysville High School was downtown at
the corner of Limestone and Second Sts. in a build

MASON CO. PUBLIC LIBRARY. As early as
1839, a group of local citizens obtained from the
Kentucky legislature a charter for the Maysville
Lyceum, which was to provide a city library, a pub
lic reading room, and a society for literary discus
sions and debate. This ambitious project was never
realized, but in 1870 an unknown Englishman liv
ing in the country left a small amount of money for
founding a public library. The money was held
until 1876, when James Wormald, a local hat and
umbrella merchant, donated $2,000 and the Cul

bertson home on Sutton St. in Maysville to establish
a local library. Wormald's other contributions in
spired by his generosity were used to create the
Maysville and Mason Co. Historical and Scientific
Association. The Mason Co. Public Library was
then chartered by the Kentucky legislature on
March 1, 1878, and its five trustees were chosen by
Wormald. It was open by 1879.
The first librarian was William D. Hixon

ing built in 1908. The Maysville system was con
solidated into the Mason Co. system in 1991.
Public schools in Mason Co. were originally
situated in geographic districts that allowed chil
dren to walk or use horses to get to school. At first,
the district schools were either one- or two-room

units. Each local district had its own trustees, who

employed the teachers and established the curricu
lum. Most of Mason Co.'s larger towns had semi
naries, academies, or colleges, most of them pri
vate. Some of these developed into area schools,
including high schools, and were later brought into
the county public school system.
Public schools were created in the 1830s in ev

ery Kentucky county during the administration of
Governor James Clark (1836–1839). Mason Co.'s

school system developed at that time and contin
ued to consolidate and take over locally controlled
schools well into the early 20th century. A report
from the Maysville Bulletin in March 1882 gave a
count of 46 white school districts and 12 black

a large gymnasium was built to seat 6,000. It is the
largest indoor space in the county and has served

(1828–1908), a formergenealogist, historian, news
paper editor, and teacher, who served for 30 years.
After his death, Miss Mary Eliza"Mame" Richeson
succeeded him, continuing as head librarian until

as the site for concerts, various celebrations, and

her death in 1935.

was less than half that number. Most of the schools

athletic competitions for both the school and the
community. In 1981, when the Mason Co. High
School's boys' basketball team reached the state
finals and played a team from another Northern
Kentucky school, Simon Kenton High School,
17,500 fans were in attendance at Rupp Arena in

In 1910 the library received the final settlement
from Wormald's estate, and the trustees pur

had five-month terms, although a few met for only
three months. There were 5 log schoolhouses oper
ating in the county in 1882,20private schools, and
5 academies or high schools.
Over the next three decades, most of the private

demics and extracurricular activities. In the 1970s

Lexington. It was one of the largest crowds ever
to see a high school basketball game. In 2003
and 2008 the Mason Co. High School's boys' bas
ketball team won the state championship; it was
state runner-up in 2004. Opportunities for stu

chased the structure next door, which the Bank of

Maysville had occupied since the early 1830s. In
1952 the Mason Co. Public Library moved into a
new building. It was built, behind the original li
brary building, as a memorial to the late John M.
Hunt by his wife. The Hunt Building later became
the Mason Co. Museum, which was razed in 2005.

In June 1971 the Mason Co. Library District was
established as a separate taxing district. The library

school districts in Mason Co. There were 5,000
white children and 1,000 black children enrolled,
but the total attendance recorded at the schools

schools in Mason Co. closed or were consolidated

into the county system, and a system of high schools
was established. One of the significant steps for
ward for the schools in the county was the consoli
dation of schools and the institution of a tax for

schools in May's Lick. As a result, in 1911 the first
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consolidated school with publicly funded trans
portation in Kentucky and in the South, May's Lick
High School, was established there. The high school
remained in operation until 1960. The community
of Minerva in Mason Co. had a long tradition of
education, of which Minerva College (high school)
was a centerpiece. Herman Lee Donovan, a 1905
graduate of Minerva College, became the first stu
dent at the Western Kentucky State Normal School
(now Western Kentucky University) in Bowling

Collection of the Kentucky Gateway Museum,

Maysville, Ky.

the main fork of Well's Creek. Byne's Station was
also founded on the North Fork, and Daniel Fea

“Integration in Mason," KTS, February 16, 1956, 12A.

gan settled his station about 10 miles west of Lime
stone near Germantown.

John Klee

MASON CO. STATIONS. During the early
years of Kentucky settlement, small groups of men,
often with their families, clustered their cabins to

gether for mutual protection against the depreda
tions of American Indians who opposed the influx

Best, Edna Hunter. Historic Washington Kentucky.
1st ed., 1944. Reprint, Maysville, Ky: Limestone
Chapter of the DAR, 1971.
Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason
County, Kentucky. Lexington, Ky: Transylvania,
H936.

Green, returned to Mason Co. to teach, and then

of white settlers. These settlements were referred to

became president of Eastern Kentucky State Nor
mal School (now Eastern Kentucky University) at
Richmond and later the fourth president of the
University of Kentucky at Lexington. Minerva Col
lege became part of the Mason Co. school system in

as stations and were usually named for one of the

in Mason Co. was Simon Kenton's Station, estab

Update: Guide to Kentucky Historical Highway

1909, and the 25 members of the class of 1960 were

lished by the famous frontiersman. In 1775, on one
of his early visits to Kentucky, Kenton traveled up
Limestone Creek with companion Thomas Wil

Markers. Frankfort, Ky: Kentucky Historical So

the last to attend Minerva High School. The other
county high school that lasted until the countywide
high school consolidation in 1960 was the Orange
burg High School, which had earlier taken in the
schools in several surrounding communities in
cluding Lewisburg, Plumville, and Rectorville.
Lewisburg, Sardis, and Washington had both high
schools and grade schools that came to be incorpo

founders. Sometimes a blockhouse was erected to

serve as a refuge during attack.
One of the earliest and most important stations

Limestone Creek on the Ohio River, Kenton and

Williams found the canebrake they were seeking.
There, at a fork in Lawrence Creek near Drennon's

tendent when many of these school changes took
place during the early 20th century. She was the

It became known as John Kenton's Station to dis

rated into other area schools. Dover, Rectorville,

ley: Your Guide to America's Heartland. Garden

City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1983.

ciety, 1989.
Thomas S. Ward

liams. About three miles from the mouth of the

Spring, they cleared some land and planted corn.
Kenton recognized it as a good place for a station
and planned to return there eventually. In 1784 he
finally established a small station with a block
house, with which he intended to offer security
and protection from Indian attacks to the settlers
in the area. Two years later, his brother John estab
lished another station about two miles away, a mile
southwest of the present-day town of Washington.

and Moransburg also once had substantial consoli
dated grade schools that took in the students from
smaller district schools in the county.
Miss Jessie O. Yancey, the first woman elected
to public office in Mason Co., was school superin

Collins, Richard. History of Kentucky. Vols. 1 and 2.
Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
Laycock, George, and Ellen Laycock. The Ohio Val

MASON-DIXON LINE. Songs have been writ.
ten about it; moving van lines, interstate bus com
panies, and airlines have been named for it; and
many people talk about it, but few people know
precisely where the Mason-Dixon Line lies. A por
tion of it, in fact, constitutes the northern bound

ary of Northern Kentucky. The line has historical
origins in an 18th-century boundary dispute be
tween two families: the Calverts, who adminis

tered the Maryland Colony, and the Penns, who

oversaw the Colony of Pennsylvania. After litiga
tion from the dispute reached London, England,
two British surveyors were hired to draw a bound
ary line: Charles Mason, a mathematician and an

force behind consolidation, building, and the

tinguish it from Simon's. Washington itself origi

transportation plan for the county's public schools
in 1912. New schools were built at May's Lick,
Washington, Rectorville, and Orangeburg be
tween 1910 and 1922 as part of this arrangement.
Mason Co. High School was made up of stu
dents who would have attended the high schools

nated as Fox's Station; in 1786 it was parceled out in
lots for the town by Arthur Fox, who had pur

Limestone-Washington area starting in 1785. In
that year, James McKinley erected a blockhouse on

ors had carved out what was to become the State of

that closed in 1960. The remaining county schools,

the old Buffalo Trace (now U.S. 68) south of

those for the lower grades, were consolidated
during the 1970s, and two new schools, the Straub
Elementary School, named for former superinten
dent Charles Straub, and a middle school for grades
six through eight, were built next to the high
school. When the Maysville Schools were incorpo
rated into the county system in 1991, the Jones El
ementary School was converted to grades four and
five. A new intermediate school was completed in
2005 and opened in January 2006, on new prop
erty along Clark's Run Rd., approximately two
miles from the high school.
Today, there are nearly 3,000 public school stu
dents in Mason Co. attending classes in four build
ings (Mason Co. High School, Mason Co. Middle

Maysville, then known as Limestone. Also in 1785,
Gen. Henry Lee established his station two miles
southeast of Limestone, and Waring's Station was
founded by Col. Thomas Waring a mile and a half

survey line arrived at a point 15 miles south of
Philadelphia and headed west, at roughly 40°

School, Mason Co. Intermediate School, and

Straub Elementary) on two campuses a short dis
tance apart, which constitute the Mason Co. Pub
lic School System.
American Association of University Women
(Maysville Branch). From Cabin to College: A
History of the Schools of Mason County.
Maysville, Ky: G. F. McClanahan, 1976.
Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason
County. Lexington, Ky: Transylvania, 1936.

chased the site.
Several other stations were built in the

southwest of the town. Mefford's Station was es

tablished by George Mefford of Maryland in 1787.
He and his family sailed down the Ohio River in a
flatboat to Limestone, and Mefford then selected a
site for his station about two and a half miles south

astronomer, and Jeremiah Dixon, a mathemati

cian and a renowned land surveyor. Their work
began in 1763, and it took almost four years to
survey the disputed boundaries. Once the survey
Delaware from the Delmarva Peninsula, their

north. The line was extended about 244 miles

west, to a point 36 miles east of the Ohio River,
south of modern Pittsburgh. For its first 60 years
or so, the boundary line generally was thought to
be a local border; when Maryland and Pennsylva
nia became states, this line formed the border be

tween them. With the passage of the Missouri
Compromise by the U.S. Congress in 1820, the

of Limestone. Once the site was chosen, Mefford

Mason-Dixon line was extended farther and

disassembled his flatboat and used the timbers to

town of Washington (now part of Maysville) in
1969. George Clark established his station seven

gained a whole new importance. The Compromise
pushed it westward to the Ohio River and south
westerly along the Ohio River to where it joins the
Mississippi River at Cairo, Ill. From there the line

miles from Limestone, on the North Fork of the

headed due west through Missouri, along latitude

Licking River near present-day Lewisburg. The sta
tion was built in 1787 but subsequently abandoned.
When George Lewis renewed settlement there in

all states north of the Mason-Dixon line would be

construct a home. The cabin was moved to the

1789, he renamed the station for himself.
Little information is available about some ad

ditional stations. Curtis's Station and Whaley's
Station were both built in 1790 in the same vicinity
two miles southwest of Limestone. Bailey's Station
originated in 1791 between Washington and Lime
stone. Bosley's Station was founded in 1791 near

36°30. According to the Missouri Compromise,
free of slavery, and those south of it were to be
slave states. Thus, as it relates to the Northern

Kentucky region, the Mason-Dixon line forms the
very northern boundary. In terms of dialects
within the United States, the Mason-Dixon line

also has been dubbed “the line that separates'y'all'
[the Southern term] from youse ſits Northern
equivalent]."

MASONS

About.com: Geography. "The Mason-Dixon Line.”
http://geography.about.com (accessed June 25,
2007).

Danson, Edwin. Drawing the Line: How Mason
and Dixon Surveyed the Most Famous Border in
America. New York: John Wiley, 2001.
Michael R. Sweeney
MASON HIGH SCHOOL. Mason High School
was the last to be established of the four local high
schools operated by the Grant Co. Board of Educa
tion. Officially referred to as Mason Consolidated
High School, it was established in 1918 by the
merger of three adjoining elementary school dis
tricts into one district. All 12 grades were offered
by the new school. The school's first principal was
Nell Jordan, who served only abriefterm, and D. B.
Hubbard was the second. The first graduating class
in 1921 consisted ofone member, Thelma Threlkeld

True; the last class, in 1953, had 23 graduates.
Thereafter, high school students were bussed to
Grant Co. High School at Dry Ridge, and stu
dents in the seventh and eighth grades were bussed
to the adjoining new Grant Co. Middle School.
Students in the first six grades continued to attend
the Mason Elementary School in the old school
building until the 1991 opening of the Mason
Corinth Elementary School, on U.S. 25 between
Mason and Corinth.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
John B. Conrad

MASONS. Masonic lodges have played influen
tial roles in fellowship and philanthropy through
out Northern Kentucky. The historical roots of
freemasonry, as the movement is called, are ob
scure. Some scholars claim that a number of the
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proceed to the York Rite, which has further de
grees, including those of Royal Arch Mason and
Knights Templar, or to the Scottish Rite (Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry
[A.A.S.R.]), which has 33 degrees.
Like many other fraternal organizations of the
19th and 20th centuries, Masonic lodges provided
their members various benefits later supplied by
Social Security, unemployment benefits, work
men's compensation, and Medicare. For instance,
by the 1870s, the Golden Rule lodge of Covington
paid $1.50 per week to hospitalized members who

mall to remodel the structure. Described as the

had no one to care for them. Member dues and the

when the Scottish Rite completed an impressive
temple at 1553 Madison Ave. All of the Covington
lodges (including Latonia and Unity in Ludlow)
currently meet at the Scottish Rite Temple on
Madison Ave., with the exception of the Golden
Rule Lodge 345, which has its own hall at 12 Inez

proceeds of fund raising events were also used for
donations to the Masonic Widows and Orphans'
Home in Louisville and the Old Masons' Home in

Shelbyville. Many other worthy causes were recipi
ents of the Masons' philanthropy as well, including
Booth Memorial Hospital, the Covington Prot
estant Children's Home (see Children's Home of

Northern Kentucky), and the YMCA.
The earliest Masonic lodge in the region was
Military Lodge No. 58 (1793–1794) at Fort Wash
ington in what is now Cincinnati. F.&A.M. lodges
developed quickly in the region thereafter. In 1820
Temple Lodge No. 64 of Covington was chartered;
it met in a building owned by John Casey on the
west side of Scott St. between Third and Fourth

Sts., an 1833 fire destroyed the lodge and all of its
records. Covington No. 109 was chartered in 1839
and convened in a building owned by James G.
Arnold, and in 1847 Colonel Clay No. 159 lodge
was established in Covington. When A. L. Greer,
owner of the Covington Locomotive and Man
ufacturing Works, built the Greer Building in
1849 (on the east side of Scott St. between Fourth

and Market Sts.), the Covington No. 109 and Colo
nel Clay No. 159 Masonic lodges used the third
floor of the building; orators at its dedication in

"most commodious headquarters of any lodge in
the state," the temple—featuring electric lights—
had a banquet hall on the second floor and an audi

torium, a library, parlors, and smoking rooms on
the third; the fourth floor held the armory of the
Knights Templar. In 1911 the Covington Masons
incorporated a Masonic Temple Association that
subsequently purchased the building from Shin
kle. The Covington lodges had a combined mem
bership of over 7,000 by 1923. The Masons re
mained at their Fourth and Scott hall until 1956,

Ave. in Covington.

The Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
(A.A.S.R.) of Freemasonry of the Valley of Coving

ton and the Orient of Kentucky had its beginnings
in about 1877. By 1909, however, the group was no
longer active, so Charles H. Fisk and others reac
tivated the Covington rite; a class was established
in January 1909 and degrees were conferred upon
27 men, including Orie S. Ware, an active mem
ber of the Masonic Order for 71 years and Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky in 1913–
1914. In September 1909 the Grand Consistory at
Louisville granted the Covington A.A.S.R. a char
ter. Covington has the only A.A.S.R. temple in
Northern Kentucky.
Other cities in Northern Kentucky also had
historic Masonic halls, including Brooksville,
Dayton, Ludlow, Maysville, and Newport. Brooks
ville's No. 154, chartered in 1847, still occupies its
hall on Frankfort St., which dates from about 1853.

Brooksville also produced one of the Grand Mas

cluded two members of No. 109, W. W. Arthur and

ters of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, James W.

former governor James T. Morehead (1834–
1836). In July 1852 the Greer Building was dam
aged by fire but was repaired (today the 1897 Brad

Stanton, who served in 1893–1894. Dayton's Henry
Barnes Lodge No. 607, chartered in 1879, dedicated
a new four-story Masonic Hall on the northwest

ford Buildingstandson the site). Divisions between

corner of Sixth Ave. and Vine St. in 1923 (still

proslavery and antislavery factions may have
played a role in the 1857 charter of the Golden Rule
F.&A.M. No. 345 lodge of Covington. Some re
ferred to the Golden Rule as the “Republican
lodge," and others derogatively called it the “Yan
kee lodge.” Amos Shinkle, a Republican and an
antislavery advocate, was one of its prominent
members, as was Henry Bostwick, who helped or
ganize the 41st Kentucky Union regiment during

standing). The Samuel Reed No.478 Lodge of Lud
low, established in 1869, built a three-story Ma

rituals and symbols of Masoniclodges date back to
the Middle Ages of Europe, to the guilds of stone
masons who traveled “freely” between towns,
building medieval cathedrals. Others maintain
that someofthe traditionsharkback to the Knights
Templar, a religious order that was originally es
tablished to protect Christian travelers to the Holy
Land. Modern freemasonry emerged during the
height of the Enlightenment in the 18th century
and included such founding fathers of the United
States as George Washington, Benjamin Franklin,
and John Hancock. Known for their religious tol
erance, Masons did not require a member to be a
Christian—only to espouse belief in a supreme be
ing. Freemasons in Europe generally supported
the French Revolution and the unification of Italy,
both of which the Roman Catholic Church op
posed. Catholic popes condemned freemasonry,
discouraging Catholics from becoming members
of Masonic lodges; so Catholic men established
their own fraternal organizations, including the
Knights of Columbus.

the Grand Lodge of Kentucky (1874–1875).
In 1866 the Masonic lodges of Covington be
gan meeting in the new three-story Fechter Drug
Store Building, on the southwest corner of Fourth
and Scott Sts. (still standing), where they remained
until fall 1870; the lodges later occupied the Walker
Building (1870–1877) and then the Planters Build

and Euclid Sts. (still standing). In 1925, when Lud
low's two Masonic lodges merged to form the
Unity Lodge, they purchased the historic Somer
set Hall. In 1887 Maysville Masons dedicated
their hall in the newly constructed four-story Cox
Building on the southeast corner of Third and
Market Sts. The fourth-floor banquet room could
accommodate 300 people. William H. Cox and
George L. Cox were the owners of the building.
The City of Maysville purchased the Cox Building
in 2006 with plans to restore it. Newport's Masonic
lodges met in a four-story Masonic Hall con
structed in 1886 on the northeast corner of Mayo
(now Seventh) and York Sts. In 1922 Newport

Free and Accepted Masons (F.&A.M.) are fra

ing(1877–1899), both on Madison Ave. In 1899 the

Lodge No. 358 purchased a large residence on the

ternal organizations (historically accepting only
men) and have three degrees of initiation, Entered
Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Master Mason. After
attaining the rank of Master Mason, a member can

Masonic lodges of Covington moved to leased
quarters in Bradford Shinkle's building on the

northeast corner of Sixth St. and Park Ave. for its

the Civil War and later served as Grand Master of

northwest corner of Fourth and Scott Sts. Shinkle
hired the architectural firm of Dittoe and Wise

sonic Hall in 1884, on the northeast corner of Elm

headquarters; in 1964 it built a new hall on the site.
The York Rite of Freemasonry in Kentucky
consists of the Royal Arch Masons (R.A.M.), the
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Royal and Select Masters (R&S.M.), and the com
manderies of the Knights Templar (KT). The
R.A.M. have chapters in Carrollton (No. 55), Cov
ington (No.35), Dayton (Temple Chapter No. 172),
Fort Thomas (No. 177), and Maysville (No. 9). The
Covington chapter, established in 1848, meets at
the Scottish Rite Temple at 1553 Madison Ave. The
R.&S.M. have councils in Covington (Kenton No.
13, chartered in 1851), and Dayton (Jeffries No. 33).
The K.T. have commanderies in Covington (No. 7,
chartered in 1852) and Newport (No. 13).
The Order of the Eastern Star, which enrolls
both men and women, established a number of

early chapters in Northern Kentucky, including
Bradford No. 493 (Independence, 1948); Bristow
No. 15 (later No. 31, Erlanger, 1896); Burns No. 31
(Maysville, 1909); Covington-Daylight No. 375
(Covington, 1923); Dora No. 2 (Dayton); Emera
No. 392 (Covington, 1924); Fiskburg No. 334 (Fisk
burg, 1921); Gertrude No. 19 (Newport); Keturah

F.&A.M. LODGES IN NORTHERN KENTUCKY
No.

Location

544

McVille, Grant PO.

1874–1945, merged with
Burlington in 1945

Boone

100

Petersburg

1837–1854

Boone Union

304

Union

1854–

Burlington
Burlington

1819–1841

Name

Dates

Boone Co.

Belleview

Burlington
Burlington
Florence
Good Faith

56
264
949

1853–
1956–

95

Florence
Florence

Hamilton
Hebron

354

Big Bone

1858–1889

757

Hebron

1904–

North Bend

540

Francisville

1873–1886

Petersburg
Petersburg
Petersburg

579

Verona

926
876

Petersburg
Petersburg
Petersburg

1876–1893

693

Verona

1914; merged

Walton-Verona

719

Walton

1899–

80
154

Augusta

1826–1848; 1849–

Brooksville

Brooksville

1847–

Foster

274

Foster

Germantown

207

Germantown

1854; closed
1850; closed in the 1990s

Milford

476

Milford

1869–1892

Milford

767

Milford

1905; closed

1835–

1895–1903
1924–

No. 50 (Latonia, 1905); Lucille (Brooksville); Mir

iam No. 365 (Bratton); Rosebud No. 39 (Coving

Bracken Co.

ton, 1905); and Vashti No. 39 (later No. 22, Lud

low). Currently the Order of the Eastern Star has 13
chapters in Northern Kentucky, in Augusta,
Brooksville, Carrollton, Covington, Dayton, Fal
mouth, Florence, Independence, Mount Olivet,
Newport, Tollesboro, Warsaw, and Williamstown.

Augusta

A.A.S.R.: Third Spring Reunion: Institution of the

Consistory: Orient of Covington: Valley of Cov
ington. Cincinnati: Sellers, Davis, 1911.
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of

Bracken County. Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky.

Campbell Co.
Alexandria

152

Alexandria

1847–

Aspen Grove

397

Grants Lick

1864; closed

Fort Thomas

808

Fort Thomas

1908–

Grand Lodge of Kentucky. Free & Accepted Masons.
www.grandlodgeoſkentucky.org/about/about.htm

Henry Barnes
Licking Valley

607

Dayton
Newport

1879–

(accessed August 16, 2008).
Guthrie, Charles Snow. Kentucky Freemasonry,
1788–1978: The Grand Lodge and the Men Who

Mayo

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.

Silver Grove

1844–1856
1850–

Robert Burns

358
163

Newport
Newport

1858–
1848–

Made It. Masonic Home, Ky. Grand Lodge of
Kentucky, F.&A.M., 1981.

Silver Grove

916

Silver Grove

1922–

Knight, William F. Golden Rule Lodge No. 345. F. &
A. M. Centennial, 1857–1957. Covington, Ky., T.

Carroll Co.
Carrollton

134

Carrollton

1844–

English

724

English

& W., 1957.

“Masonic New Quarters,” CE, January 2, 1899,8.
“New Masonic Temple!" Maysville Daily Evening
Bulletin, February 23, 1887. Available in the verti
cal files of Kentucky Gateway Museum, Maysville,

Newport

135
198

1900–1945, merged with
Carrollton in 1945

Eureka

867

Sanders

Ky.

Ghent

344

Ghent

1857; closed

piºn

and Industrial Review of Northern Ken
tucky. Newport, Ky: Northern Kentucky Review,

Owen

68

Port William, now

1821–1836

1923.

Worthville

681

Carrollton
Worthville

“Square and Compass. Dedication of the Splendid
New Masonic Temple," DC, October 26, 1877, 1.

1913–1937

1893–1970; merged with
Carrollton in 1970

Gallatin Co.

Paul A. Tenkotte

MASTERSON, ALBERT “RED” (b. December
22, 1905, Columbus, Ohio; d. December 12, 1972,
Cincinnati, Ohio). Albert “Red” Masterson, also
known as “The Enforcer," stood six feet tall,

weighed more than 200 pounds, and had distinc

Glencoe

498

Glencoe

1870–1874; 1877–

Napoleon
Sparta

216
260

Napoleon
Sparta

1853–1942, merged with

Tadmor

} 08

Warsaw

1839–

Warsaw

94

Warsaw

1831, probably never
organized

1851–1930

Tadmor in 1942

tive red hair. From the 1930s into the 1950s, Mas

terson worked for the Cleveland Syndicate,
which controlled organized crime in Newport. He

Grant Co.

was the son of William W. and Elizabeth “Bettie"

Carter

458

Mason

1867–1903

Sampson Masterson; William was a bootlegger,
and by 1920 the family lived in Newport's West

Corinth

584

Corinth

1887–1947; merged with
Grant in 1947

MASTERSON, ALBERT “RED”

End at 340 Patterson. At an early age Red was in
volved in crime; he claimed he got his “first square
meal in a Newport whorehouse." At age 19, Mas

Name

No.

Corinth

611

Location

Corinth

the first time.

Dates

1880–1887; merged with
Corinth No. 584 in

terson and David Whitfield were accused of shoot

ing at a man named Edmond Fitters, but the
charges were dropped. On December 23, 1925,
Masterson took part in a robbery at an Elmwood,
Ohio, gambling house. For this, he was jailed for
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1887

Crittenden

150

Crittenden–Dry
Ridge
Dry Ridge

694

Crittenden
Crittenden

849

Dry Ridge

1846–1874
1895–

1912–; merged with
Crittenden

In the mid-1930s, Masterson began to work for

the Cleveland Syndicate, just as it was beginning to

Grant

push the Chicago mob out of Newport. The murder
of pugilist John Rosen was apart of this effort. Mas

John H. Leathers

598

Mount Zion

1887–1888

Stewartsville

519

Stewartsville

1872–191]

Bradford

123
159

Independence
Covington

1842–

Col. Clay
Covington

Covington
Covington

1839–1864; 1867–

Golden Rule
Good Will

109
345
936

West Covington

1928–1970; merged with
Col. Clay in 1970

Latonia

746

Latonia

1903–

Ludlow

759

Ludlow

85

Williamstown

1827–

terson was tried for the murder but not convicted.
Kenton Co.

On behalf of the Cleveland Syndicate, Masterson
burned buildings, committed murders, and also,
for some 20 years, managed the notorious Mer
chant's Club, located on Fourth St. in downtown

Newport. Older Newport residents still recall the
fancy red Cadillac he drove through the city's
StreetS.

On August 5, 1946, a shootout between Mas
terson and Ernest "Buck" Brady helped to call at
tention to the Newport crime scene. The incident
was later cited by the Kefauver Committee
during U.S. Senate hearings on organized crime
as an example of mob violence. It was also a fac
tor in reform candidate George Ratterman's
election as Newport's sheriff in 1961. Masterson
helped to create and headed the Newport Civic
Association (NCA), a group of local business
men supporting a "clean up, not close up" of
Newport gambling. The NCA complicated mat
ters in Newport by enlisting several honest busi
ness people on Masterson's side, but the organi
zation dissolved once Ratterman had been

elected sheriff and Masterson had been impli
cated in the criminal attempt, on behalf of the

1847–

1857–

1904–1924; merged with
Samuel Reed to form

Unity
Samuel Reed

478

Ludlow

1869–1925, merged with
Ludlow No. 759 in 1925 to

form Unity
Temple
Unity

64
478

Covington
Ludlow

1820–1834
1925–

Walton

202

William O. Ware

999

Fiskburg
Covington

1965–

Lodge of Research
Wilmington

362

Fiskburg

1859–

1850–1883

Mason Co.
Fox

386

Dover

1861; closed

Helena

337

Helena

1856–1891

Hiram Bassett

395
342

Lewisburg
Maysville

1864–1905

Mason

mob, to frame and defeat Ratterman. One of

Masterson's most shortsighted observations was
his September 1960 statement to Louisville
Courier-Journal investigative reporter and au
thor Hank Messick that “Newport would never
clean up. The town would die."
In 1972, at age 66, Masterson died in a Cincin

nati nursing home. He was buried in Evergreen

Mayslick
Maysville
Maysville; founded

74
26
52

1857–1897; merged with
Maysville in 1897

Mayslick
Maysville
Maysville

1822-1830

1841–1890

1814–1830
1818–

as Philips in 1818,

name later changed

Cemetery.

to Confidence and

Edstrom, Ed. “Gambling War Has Put Newport on
the Spot,” CJ, August 8, 1946.

Messick, Hank. Razzle Dazzle. Covington, Ky. For
the Love of Books, 1995.

then to Maysville
Minerva

116

Minerva

Sardis

196

Sardis

H350–1972

St. Mary's

240

Tollesboro

1852–

560

Caney Fork Church
Wheatley
Lusby's Mill

1874–1926
1885–
1866–1901

1888; closed

—. The Silent Syndicate. New York: Macmillan,
1967.

Owen Co.

—. Syndicate Wife. Covington, Ky. For the Love
of Books, 1995.

Moncrief, Nancy. “Red' Masterson, Crime Figure,
Dies,” KP, December 13, 1972, 1.
Ohio Death Certificate No. 09528, 1972.

Reis, Jim. “Former Pugilist Shot to Death in New
port," KP, April 21, 1997,4K.
—. “Red' Masterson No Stranger to Gun Play."
KP, February 10, 2003,4K.
Shearer, Jason G. “Urban Reform in Sin City. The
George Ratterman Trial and the Election of 1961 in
Northern Kentucky," RKHS 98, no. 4 (Autumn

Bethany
Dallasburg
East Owen

621
411

Jonesville
Keystone

637

Jonesville

470

Gratz

1868; closed

Liberty

126

1843–1866

M. J. Williams

409

New Liberty
New Liberty

New Columbus

546

New Columbus

1874–1930

Owen

128

Owenton

1868–

W. G. Simpson

472

Monterey

1868–

1866–1890

2000): 343-65.

Brad Sayles
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MASTERSON HOUSE

MASTERSON HOUSE. Presumably built by

Name

No.

Location

Dates

Bostwick

508

Butler

1871; closed

DeMoss

220

DeMossville, later

1851–

Richard and Sarah Shore Masterson in fall 1790,

this two-story brick home is believed to be one of

Pendleton Co.

the earliest brick homes constructed between Lou
isville and Cincinnati. Others claim that the home

dates to about 1803. It sits just east of Carrollton on
a bluff overlooking the Ohio River and is visible

Butler
Knoxville

554

Orion

222

Knoxville
Falmouth

475

Bratton

from the old Louisville Rd. (U.S. 42).

1874–1908
1851–

Slaves erected the house with bricks made on

site from native clays burned on the farm. The
bricks were laid in Flemish Bond style, with verti
cal and horizontal grooved mortar and brick foun
dations. The original openings in both the main
story and the basement had brick jack arches. The
facade is asymmetrical, with two windows on the
left side and one on the right. Originally, there were
two rooms on the first floor, one large room plus a
smaller room; upstairs was one large room, proba
bly a dormitory bedroom space; and a kitchen was

Robertson Co.
Brattons Mills

Mount Olivet

291

Mount Olivet

horns was mounted over the bell roof. The horns

odist church building at Carrollton was erected in

were stillon the bell roof in January 1918, when the

1810,

boat was lost in ice at Cincinnati. Maurer married

Elf Atochem, a corporation formerly known

tain the original wooden pegs. The back door has

as M&T Chemical, located south of U.S. 42,
deeded the Masterson House and five acres of

been bricked over. The house remained in the Mas

Richard Masterson (b. 1782, Fairfax Va.; d. 1806,

Port William [Carrollton), Ky.) came to Kentucky
about 1784, a date verified when he was registered
as a deputy surveyor associated with Thomas Mar
shall, Fayette Co's. surveyor. Masterson first settled
at Masterson's Station, near Lexington. Richard
and Sarah Masterson were early converts to Meth
odism at Lexington through the preaching of Jo
seph Haw and Benjamin Ogburn, the first Meth
odist missionaries in Kentucky. In 1788 Richard
constructed the first Methodist church building in
Kentucky, at Masterson's Station. Bishop Francis
Asbury and six circuit riders were entertained at
the house there, at the first Methodist Conference

held west of the Alleghenies.
By mid-1790, Masterson had settled on the
Ohio River just east of Port William and had be
come influential in what was then Gallatin Co.

politics. In 1798 the charter to form Gallatin Co.
was granted by the Kentucky General Assembly.
At the time, there were too few voters to entitle the

1854–

several of her children were buried. The first Meth

located in the basement. The window frames re

terson family from 1790 to 1850.

1868–1937, merged with
Mount Olivet

land to the Port William Historical Society.
Through the efforts of Mrs. Rex Guiguid and
Kathryn Salyers, the house was listed on the Na
tional Register of Historic Places of the National
Parks Service in May 1975 and received a Ken
tucky State Historical Marker from the Kentucky
Historical Society. The Port William Historical
Society members obtained a substantial grant in
1980 from the U.S. Department of Interior and
the Kentucky Heritage Commission, permitting
a major restoration of the house. Today, the Mas
terson House is one of the main heritage tourism
sites in Carroll Co.
Adkinson, Ruth. “Masterson House Was Built Near

River in 1790," Carrollton Democrat, May 26,
1999.

An Atlas of Carroll and Gallatin Counties, Ken
tucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,

Martha Board in 1915, and they had two children.
Appointed a local inspector of hulls for the U.S.
Steamboat Inspection Service in 1917 at Pitts
burgh, he transferred to Louisville in 1922. In
1934, by presidential appointment, Maurer became
the U.S. supervising inspector of the Sixth District.
He was the last man in the United States to receive

such an appointment. In February 1942, when the
Coast Guard took over the marine inspection ser
vice, he was made officer in charge of the Louisville
District. In 1947, after more than 50 years on the
river, Maurer retired, holding the rank of full com
mander in the U.S. Coast Guard. He was buried in

Resthaven Cemetery in Louisville.
Boone County Recorder, illustrated historical ed.,
September 1930.
"Capt. Edward Maurer." CP June 23, 1953, 17.
Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons
to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky. Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.

Way, Frederick, Jr., comp. Way's Packet Directory,
1848–1983. Athens: Ohio Univ., 1983.

Nancy J. Tretter

2003.

Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County.

MAY, JOHN (b. December 20, 1737 or 1744,

Madison, Ind.: Coleman, 1984.

new county to a seat in the legislature. On Decem
ber 13, 1794, the trustees of the newly incorporated
town of Port William, Jeremiah Craig, Cave John
son, and Thomas Montague, met at the Masterson
House. On May 14, 1799, the first court of Gallatin
Co. met there. Justices of the peace included Benja
min Craig, Hugh Gatewood, John Grimes, Martin
Hawkins, Gresham Lee, and William Thomas.

John Van Pelt was the county's first sheriff, and
Percival Butler was appointed clerk of the court.
Sarah Masterson is said to have fed the entire as

sembly. The court met at the Masterson House un
til 1808, when the first courthouse was erected in
Port William, now Carrollton.

From 1790 to 1795, Methodist meetings were
held at the Masterson House, and after Rev. Henry
Ogburn located nearby, services alternated be
tween the Ogburn home and that of Richard Mas
terson. Bishop Asbury's journal states that he vis
ited Port William in 1808 and was entertained

during his stay by the widow Masterson, who took
him to see the burying ground where Richard and

Diane Perrine Coon

MAURER, EDWARD (b. July 24, 1877, Grant,
Ky; d. June 17, 1953, Louisville, Ky.) Steamboat pi
lot Edward Maurer was the son of Joseph and Re
becca Cook Maurer of Grant (now Belleview Bot

toms). He was an apprentice on several steamboats
on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. In 1900 he
earned his first-class pilot license and two years
later became a master pilot. Traveling 1 million
miles without a serious accident, he piloted pri
marily on the steamers City of Louisville and City
of Cincinnati for 17 years. Four of those years, he
and his brother William partnered on the City of
Cincinnati. Edward Maurer's record-making
Louisville-to-Cincinnati sprint on the new City of
Louisville side-wheeler began at 3:00 p.m. on April

Dinwiddie Co., Va.; d. February 1790, Ohio River
near Portsmouth, Ohio). John May, the namesake
of the city of Maysville and one of the founders of
Kentucky, was the son of John May Jr. and Agnes
Smith May. In 1769 he became the first clerk of
Botetourt Co., Va., after apparently fighting in the
French and Indian War. The clerkship allowed
May to pursue other goals, and in 1770 he was
made quartermaster of the militia and was work
ing as an attorney. He was also buying land, and

he was so highly respected that in 1773, and again
in 1776, he was chosen to be part of committees to
examineland claims in Kentucky Co., Va.
In the midst of the Revolutionary War in
1778, May became clerk of the General Court of
Virginia at the state capital, Williamsburg, Va. His
travels were frequent, and in 1779 or 1780, he was
in Central Kentucky around Harrodsburg. He was

19, 1894. At 12:42 a.m., nine hours and 42 minutes

the first teacher at McAfee Station, and thus one of

later, the steamboat docked at the foot of Cincin
nati's Main St. To celebrate, the numbers 9-42 were

the first of that profession in the state. In 1780 he
was involved in the Battle of King's Mountain in
North Carolina, a turning point of the war. Back in

painted on the pilothouse sides and a set of deer

MAYSLICK

Kentucky in 1781, he became the Jefferson Co.
clerk and that county's elected representative to the
Virginia legislature, one of four delegates from
Kentucky. In 1780 he was named by the Virginia
legislature as one of the trustees of lands donated
by Virginia to form a school, which became Tran
sylvania Seminary Fellow trustees included George
Rogers Clark, David Rice, and Isaac Shelby.
While May served as a delegate in Richmond,
Va., in 1782, discussions were held about Virginia
Supreme Court positions in Kentucky. It was de
cided that May would be an assistant judge, but he
became clerk of the court when it held its first ses

sion in Harrodsburg in 1783. May and Virginia at
torney general Walker Daniel were given the re
sponsibility offindingasite and havingacourthouse
built. The resulting log structure was placed in the
town that carried the name of Walker Daniel, Dan

ville, Ky. In the mid-1780s, May was again traveling
back and forth between Virginia and Kentucky.
Throughout these years, May accumulated
property. As a result of his various positions as
clerk, his role in settling land disputes, his various
partnerships, his explorations, his legal knowledge,
and surveying by his brothers, he had claims, by
himself and in partnerships, to more than 800,000
acres by 1790. It was on 100 acres of those lands,
which he owned in partnership with Simon Ken
ton, that the Virginia legislature on December 11,
1787, established the town of Maysville on the Ohio
River. Daniel Boone was one of its original trust
ees. The landing and community had been called
Limestone, and that name was still in use by many
for several subsequent decades. Mason Co. was
formed the following year, and in 1848 Maysville
became the county seat, replacing the pioneer town
of Washington.
May, however, never lived in the town that
bore his name. In February 1790, with his secre
tary, Charles Johnston, May was on one of his
many journeys to Kentucky. His destination was
Maysville, to conduct legal work on land claims.
Reports of that voyage, May's final, were written
by Johnston and other participants. The group
purchased a boat at the mouth of the Kanawha

River, and May, Johnston, and a merchant named
Jacob Skiles, with goods bound for Lexington, Ky.
were the passengers. At Point Pleasant (in modern
day West Virginia), they were joined by a man
identified as Flinn and sisters by the name of
Fleming. A scheme often practiced by Indians was
to use white renegades or captives to lure boats
close to shore and overtake them. This is what

happened to the seasoned pioneer May and his
companions. Two white men, at the mouth of the
Scioto River near what is modern Portsmouth,

Ohio, hailed the May flatboat, pleading to be taken
aboard. May was skeptical, but the other travelers
were swayed by the wails of the men, who said they
had escaped from their Indian captors and that
the Indians were close behind. When the boat

neared the shore, the Indians attacked. May was
killed by a shot to the head, as was one of the
women. Flinn was later burned to death, Skiles es

caped despite wounds, and eventually the other
Fleming woman and Johnston were released. The

two white men used as bait claimed they were cap
tives and had agreed to the plan in the hope of
being released. What happened to May's body is
unknown.

May left a young wife, Ann Langley, and two
young children. The legal battles growing out of
May's estate involved such prominent lawyers as

Henry Clay and John Rowan and dozens of people
across several states. The new State of Kentuckyad
opted laws that essentially denied that May had
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chaux in 1793, commented on the lack of develop
ment and sophistication in the town. However, in
1810, with 132 residents, it was the third-largest
town in the county. The founders were loyal to
their religious convictions, establishing a Baptist
church, the first in the town, in 1789. On February
1, 1837, Mayslick was incorporated, and Jonas
Eddy, E. H. Herndon, John L. Kirk, Asa Runyon,
and Samuel Sharp were its trustees. Among Kirk's
slaves was Elisha Green, who lived in Mayslick

ever been a legal resident, ignoring his political of

from 1828 to 1832 and recounts in his autobiogra

fices and long periods of time living in Kentucky.

phy the hard life of a slave. Green later bought his

His heirs saw little of the estate. Today, John May is
largely remembered for the town that bears his

freedom, established African American churches

name, his other contributions to the states of Vir

throughout the area, became a leader in the Re
publican Party, and spoke out for the rights of

ginia and Kentucky forgotten.

the freedman.

Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason
County. Lexington, Ky. Transylvania, 1936.
Coke, Ben H. John May, Jr. of Virginia: His Descen

dants and Their Land. Baltimore. Gateway Press,
1975.

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.
Covington, Ky. Collins, 1882.
John Klee

Slavery was a hot issue in the town. The
Maysville Colonization Society met in Mayslick
in 1823. Slaves accounted for one-third of the town's

population of 200 at the time of the Civil War.
John Hunt Morgan made his way through May
slick on one of his raids, and a pro-Union meeting
on October 22, 1864, attended by former governor
James Robinson (1862–1863) and Governor Thomas

Bramlette (1863–1867), attracted 1,000 persons.
MAYSLICK (or Mays Lick or May's Lick) Mays
lick is a small Mason Co. community nine miles
southwest of Maysville, which owes its importance
to its place on the Maysville and Lexington
Turnpike, now U.S. 68. For those traveling south
on that route, Mayslick was the first community
they came to after Washington, Ky. In 1773 William
Thompson surveyed the area, and the founder of
Lexington, Col. Robert Patterson, explored the area
in 1775. It was a group of related families who actu
ally established the settlement in 1787, they included
brothers Abraham, Cornelius, and Isaac Drake; Da

vid Morris; and John Shotwell, along with their
families. They bought 1,400 acres of land through a
land agent, Judge Harry Innes. The land had been
surveyed and claimed originally by William May,
for whom May's Spring and Mayslick were named.
William May was the brother of Maysville's name
sake, John May, a fact that has caused confusion
over the origin of the name. The land was rolling
and rich for farming, with a saltlick to provided salt
for the pioneers and a large spring for water. Much of
the information about early Mayslick comes from
Isaac Drake's son Daniel Drake, whose letters to

his children plus some additional information were
turned into a book, Pioneer Life in Kentucky. After
landing at Limestone and staying for a short time in
Washington in a shed built for sheep, the families
moved to what became Mayslick. Isaac Drake was
married to Elizabeth Shotwell, whose Quaker fam

ily strongly disapproved of her marriage to the Bap
tist Drake. William Wood, the Baptist minister who
founded Washington, was instrumental in attract
ing the families to Mason Co. Pioneer life in Mays
lick, as described by Daniel Drake, included log cab
ins, Indian problems, and the hardscrabble life of
farming.
It was Abraham Drake's tavern, where travelers

stopped on their way west, that gave the town its
early success. David Morris and John Shotwell also
had tavern licenses. Early visitors, such as F. A. Mi

An African American school was established

on August 27, 1868, after the Maysville and Lex
ington Turnpike company conveyed property to
Stephen Breckinridge, Henry Jackson, and John
Middleton, who were trustees of the Second Bap
tist Church. The land was to be used for a church

and a school. The church stands today on the prop
erty, but neighboring property was purchased for
a better school. Schools for black students were

built there, the last one finished in 1921; it closed

in 1960, despite a petition opposing the closure,
when all black students in the county were inte
grated into the county system. The school building
remains. Other schools flourished, both small dis

trict schools and more substantial private schools.
The Baptists had schools from the beginning, such
as the one that Daniel Drake attended. James

Blaine, later U.S. secretary of state, is believed to
have taught at Mayslick, perhaps while he also
taught in the 1840s at the Western Military Insti
tute at Blue Licks, just 10 miles southwest on the
Maysville and Lexington Turnpike. Hedge College
was a late-19th-century private school. In 1909 a
public high school opened in Mayslick. In 1910, a
Shannon Creek flood washed away a small rural
school called Arthuranna. Local citizens then lob
bied to consolidate that school and the schools at

West Liberty, Mayslick, and Peed, along with part
of the Helena Station district. It became the first

consolidated school with transportation in Ken
tucky; horse-drawn buses transported students. A
three-story brick school was started in 1909, and a
gym was added in 1929. Mayslick High School
closed in 1960 and was consolidated into Mason

Co. High School. It had previously taken in the
students from the closed Sardis, Lewisburg, and
Washington schools. Before consolidation, the
school was the center of the community, which
had grown to more than 300 residents in the early
20th century. For example, in 1931, the team of
eight Mayslick High Schoolgirls won the basketball
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district tournament and reached the final four in

the state championship.
Mayslick had many churches over the years.
The role of the Mayslick Christian Church at a
historic turning point stands out. In the late 1820s,
Thomas and Alexander Campbell preached in the
area, and as a result the Mayslick Christian Church,
one of the first Disciples of Christ churches, was
established in 1830. The Disciples of Christ, which
had grown out of the Cane Ridge movement, be
came a distinct denomination at about the same

time. Walter Scott, another founder of the Disci

ples of Christ, later was pastor of the church in
Mayslick and is buried in the community ceme
tery. The Mayslick Christian Church, where Scott
became the first full-time pastor, was built 1841 by
Lewis Wernwag, a prolific covered-bridge builder.
The Mayslick Baptist Church suffered a loss of
membership when the Campbellites left, but the
church nevertheless proceeded to outgrow several
structures and today worships in a building en
larged around the 1870 church. Both the Baptist
and the Christian churches had black members but

eventually sponsored separate churches for Afri
can American members. The Second Baptist
Church began in 1855 with more than 100 mem
bers and has worshipped in the same church build
ing since 1913. The Second Christian Church con
gregation began worship in their own church in
1889, but the church closed a century later. The
Presbyterian Church, which started on Johnson
Fork in 1793 and moved to Mayslick in 1850, now
has only a few members. Bricks from the original
church were used in the 1850 structure and in the

1876 rebuilding after a fire. That church, with some
of the 18th-century bricks, stands today.
After the mid-19th-century influx of mostly
Catholic immigrants from Ireland and Germany,
Rev. John Hickey was appointed in 1864 to serve

the area. Examples include a stone house believed
to be built by Thomas Metcalfe, who was called
Stonehammer at the time but later was elected gov
ernor of Kentucky. Another unique example is the
William Pepper Fox house, built in 1854, which
had an entrance hall that measured 14 by 30 feet.
On this estate is Fox Field, a federally protected
Fort Ancient archaeological site. What is known
as the Longnecker house was finished in 1825; its
front door shows damage from the buckshot fired
by tobacco Night Riders. James Mitchell, president
of the First National Bank of Maysville, picked one
of the highest spots in the county near Mayslick to
build his home, Maplewood, in 1889; it is a Ro
manesque showplace with stained glass and im
pressive stonework. In that same year, Charles
Young, who was born in a log cabin just down the
road from Maplewood, became only the third Af.
rican American to graduate from the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, N.Y., and the first in a

The number of Baptists in the area was reduced by
half as members joined the rapidly growing num
ber of Campbellite churches. The congregation of
the Mayslick Christian Church first met in a stone
schoolhouse. Its church building, which is still
used, was constructed in 1841 by Lewis Wern
wag, a renowned Virginia builder of covered
bridges, who also built the house next door that
served as the parsonage from 1911 to 1970. The
church, similar in style to many of the period, had

generation.

two entrances, from which members entered fac

Today, the town square of Mayslick is no longer
active with its former hardware store, pool hall,
grocery stores, bank, and other businesses. A few
businesses remain, along with the churches and a
large number of homes, which continue to be built
in the area for those who want country living only
a short distance away from work. The area has
flashes from the past in the significant number of
older Amish people who have moved into the Mays
lick area in the past decade. They are active mem
bers of the community, participating in commu
nity events, and their horses and buggies are
common sights on the local roads.
Mayslick became the name of the town after it
had first been called May's Spring. Mayslick came
into common usage in the 20th century, and today
both spellings are used, along with Mays Lick and
May's Lick.

ing the congregation. Alexander Campbell, who
preached at the church in 1841, afterward stated
that he was able to address 1,000 people who were

the needs of them and other Catholics in the area.

A church building at Mayslick was purchased from
the Methodist Episcopal South Church in 1867 for
$600, another church was built in 1886, and the

chartered in 1902 and remained in some form un

til the 1990s in the same building. Beside the brick
bank building, an impressive Independent Or
der of Odd Fellows Hall was built in 1904 with a

was founded.

The Mayslick Christian Church was one of the
first Disciples of Christ churches. Visits from the
Campbells to the Baptist Church in 1828 and 1829,
and debates in the area, led to its formation in 1830.

seated on the floor of the church.
Walter Scott became the first full-time minis

ter in April 1850. Scott was another of the Disciples
of Christ founders and had preached in many
states. He introduced a teaching method on the
process of faith based on the five fingers of the
hand. The steps in the process were "faith, repen
tance, baptism, remission of sins, and the gift of the
Holy Spirit." Scott left the church but later returned
to Mayslick, where he died in 1862 and was buried
in the cemetery within sight of the church.
In 1882 the church bought property for an Af.
rican American congregation, and in 1889 a build
ing was completed for that congregation, named
the Second Christian Church. This church closed

during the 1990s. In 1891 a major renovation of the
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. The Towns of Mason
County. Their Past in Pictures. Maysville, Ky.
Maysville and Mason Co. Library Historical and

1841 church building uncovered the ceiling sup

Bed of Mason County." NKH 12, no. 2 (Spring

port beams of the original church, which displayed
the practical and beautiful handiwork of Wern
wag. These beams were finished and are now part
of the striking interior of the church. On February
4, 1975, an arsonist, who had already burned three
other churches in the county, set fire to Mayslick
Christian Church. It survived, the damage having
involved mostly the Sunday school rooms. Today

Summer 2005): 37–49.

the church has about 100 members.

Scientific Association, 1986.

present St. Rose of Lima Church was built in 1928.
Still today many of the farming families in the
Mayslick area, descendants of the 19th-century
immigrants, have Irish or German names.
In the early 20th century, a new bank opened
in Mayslick; the Farmer's Bank of Mayslick was

Bourbon Co., setting off several decades of reli
gious debate in Kentucky. In the 1820s and 1830s,
Thomas Campbell and his son Alexander articu
lated a set of beliefs growing out of Cane Ridge,
around which the Disciples of Christ movement

Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason
County. Lexington, Ky. Transylvania, 1936.
Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.
Covington, Ky. Collins, 1882.
David, Lynn, and Liz Comer. "Mayslick: Asparagus

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing:
ton: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1984.
John Klee

Braden, Gayle Anderson, and Coralie Jones Runyon.
A History of the Christian Church, Maysville,
Kentucky. Maysville, Ky: Maysville Christian

second floor large enough to house a skating rink
at one time. Both buildings stand today. The com
munity was a hot spot during the tobacco wars,
having an active group of Night Riders in the first
decade of the 20th century.
Large estates and plantations were established
in the Mayslick area. It was called the "asparagus

Church, 1948.
MAYSLICK CHRISTIAN CHURCH. The

Mayslick Christian Church, located in the center
of Mayslick, is tied to three of the founders of the
Disciples of Christ movement, Alexander Camp
bell, Thomas Campbell, and Walter Scott. The his
tory of the Mayslick Christian Church can be

bed" of Mason Co., as it was believed to be the site

traced to 1789 and the first church in the commu

of richest farmland. In the mid-1800s, the Mayslick
Importing Company did a thriving business in
mule breeding stock. Agricultural fairs were held
in the early 1900s, and impressive houses built
from the settlement period to the early 1900s dot

nity, the Church of Jesus Christ, Regular Order of
First Day Baptists. The Mayslick Christian Church
developed out of that group about 30 years after
Barton Stone, another prominent Disciples of
Christ figure, led the 1801 Cane Ridge revival in

Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. The Towns of Mason
County: Their Past in Pictures. Maysville, Ky:
Maysville and Mason Co. Library Historical and
Scientific Association, 1986.

Documents and brochures, Mayslick Christian

Church, Mayslick, Ky.
John Klee

MAYSVILLE. Maysville, originally called Lime
stone, is the county seat of Mason Co. It was estab
lished at the mouth of Limestone Creek where it

empties into the Ohio River, 400 miles downriver

MAYSVILLE

from Pittsburgh, Pa., and 60 miles upriver from
Cincinnati. Maysville was the original gateway to
the nation's West. The Cumberland Gap opened
up Kentucky, but people traveling west soon dis

traveled in the nation other than roads on the East

covered that the Ohio River was a more effective

Coast. The road was a pet project of Henry Clay,
who wanted to build the nation through internal
improvements. However, President Andrew Jack
son (1829–1837) vetoed the Maysville Road Bill

route, and for those settlers Maysville was an early

because he considered the road an internal im

gateway.

Boone was among the original trustees, whose job

provement that would benefit only one state.
Between 1810 and 1830 the population of
Maysville grew sixfold to more than 2,000; by the
end of the Civil War, its population was 4,700. In
the 1820s steamboats largely replaced the flatboats.
Maysville became the region's cultural and eco
nomical center, a status illustrated in many ways.
In September 1824, Rev. Alexander Campbell, a
founder of the Disciples of Christ denomination,
preached in Maysville. When the great Choctaw
chief Mingo Pusksbunnubbe died accidentally in
Maysville in October 1824 on his way to the na
tion's capital, he was given a grand funeral here
with full military honors. On May 21, 1825, the
French general the Marquis de Lafayette visited,
and merchants literally laid down red carpets for
this hero of the Revolutionary War. Henry Clay
was a frequent visitor as he traveled back and forth
to Washington, D.C. In 1827, 2,500 people gath
ered for a dinner for Clay to show their support af.
ter he had been accused of a "corrupt bargain" that
gave John Q. Adams the presidency. President Ad
ams (1825–1829) was also given a warm welcome
when he visited Maysville on November 4, 1843.
When the parents of the future president Ulysses S.
Grant (1869–1877) wanted to give their son the
best education, they sent him to Maysville in fall
1836 to attend the Maysville Academy.
This prominence led to Maysville's incorpora
tion as a city in 1833, and then in 1848 the Kentucky
legislature moved the county seat to Maysville. An
impressive Greek Revival building that had been
built in 1845 became the county courthouse. As the
community grew, so did its businesses, industry,
and public institutions. Examples in the 1840s and
1850s included the Maysville Manufacturing Com
pany, new gas and coal companies, ropewalks that
made rope from the local hemp, and telegraph lines:

it was to lay out the streets and build the town.

one to Nashville, Tenn., and another to the north,

The next year, 1788, Mason Co. was estab
lished, and nearby Washington was made the
county seat. Washington's prominence was short
lived, however. Maysville grew after Mad Anthony
Wayne's victory in northern Ohio at Fallen Tim
bers in 1794 largely eliminated the Indian threat.
Another factor in Maysville's favor was its prime
location on the river. By 1789, 30 flatboats were
landing at the town each day. Although small,
Maysville was seen by early travelers "as the most
importantlanding place on the river."
The first paved (macadamized) road in Ken
tucky was completed on November 7, 1830, be
tween Maysville and Washington. It later extended
to Lexington (see Maysville and Lexington
Turnpike), opening with six covered bridges and

passing through a cable laid under the waters of the

European exploration of the region dates to the
1600s. It was Pennsylvanian Simon Kenton who
was the key to settling Limestone, the nearby town
of Washington, and the county. Another explorer
of the area was Robert McAfee, who arrived in

June 1773. John Hedges gave the site its original
name of Limestone earlier in 1773. But it was Ken

ton, on his fourth visit in 1775, who found Lime
stone cove and the canebrakes three miles south of

Limestone that became part of pioneer legend.
Here Kenton built his cabin and began promoting
the area. The site of Limestone was locked between
the river and hills with insufficient land for farm

ing and vulnerable to Indian attacks. Most settlers
moved to the hills above Limestone or migrated
farther to the west.

In 1776 numerous exploring parties came to
Limestone, and Kenton welcomed them and helped
guide them to their destinations. Local tradition
holds that he urged only those visitors he foundes
pecially promising to stay in the area. Indian at
tacks kept most settlers away before 1784, the year
Kenton returned to Limestone with 60 men. Wil

liam Bickley, Edward Waller, and John Waller of
that party built at the mouth of Limestone Creek a
blockhouse that was the beginning of Maysville.
Limestone was named a tobacco inspection
site in 1787, establishing a relationship of that crop
to the town that was especially important over the
next two centuries. On December 11, 1787, the

Commonwealth of Virginia established the town
of Maysville in what was then Bourbon Co., “on
the lands of John May and Simon Kenton." The
name Maysville was chosen instead of Limestone
because John May was considered a founder of the
town and owned the land with Kenton. Daniel

13 tollhouses in 1835. The road had been the sub

ject of national debate as Congress voted $150,000
in 1830 for its construction. During the congres
sional debate, U.S. senator Richard M. Johnson, a

Kentuckian, called the Maysville road the most

Ohio River.

Maysville reflected the state and the nation in
cultural and social issues in the antebellum period.
The cholera epidemic in 1833 took the lives of both
the first mayor of Maysville, Charles Wolfe, and
Capt. John Langhorne, who had entertained fa
mous individuals and others locally at his Eagle
Tavern. There were several other cholera outbreaks

during the 1840s and 1850s. Despite some anti
Catholic sentiment in the community, Irish and
German immigration led to the establishment of a
Catholic parish and the St. Patrick Catholic
Church in 1847. The bank issue of the 1820s was

played out locally, too: one of the controversial
state branch banks had been established in the

town in 1818, and the politician in the middle of
the controversy, Kentucky governor Joseph Desha
(1824–1828), was a resident of the county.
Like many Kentucky towns, Maysville's citi
zens were split on the issue of slavery. On the one
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hand, a slave who had bought his freedom, Elisha
Green, established the Bethel Baptist Church in
1845 for the African American citizens of the com

munity and continued as the church's pastor for 52
years. On the other hand, in the decades before the
Civil War, a slave pen was located near the site of
the first blockhouse built in Maysville. In 1838 an
Ohio minister, John Mahan, was prosecuted in
Maysville for helping slaves escape from Mason
Co. Since it could not be established that Mahan

had committed any crime in Kentucky, he was
found not guilty. His actions were an example of
Underground Railroad operations in the area.
Meetings were held in Maysville in 1845 condemn
ing Cassius Clay's Lexington newspaper the True
American and those who helped slaves escape. On
February 12, 1849, there was a meeting in the city
to discuss the gradual emancipation of slaves.
Soon after the start of the Civil War, two Union

camps were set up near Maysville, Camp Lee and
Camp Kenton. Confederate general John Hunt
Morgan's men raided Maysville in 1862, 1863, and
1864. During the 1864 raid, James Conrad tried to
cross the Ohio River for help and was killed. A for
mer mayor of Maysville, William Casto, fought
Col. Leonidas Metcalfe, a son of Kentucky's gover
nor, in a duel on May 8, 1862, over Civil War issues.
Casto had been imprisoned for his Southern sym
pathies and blamed Metcalfe for his arrest. The
participants fought the duelin nearby Bracken Co.
to escape Maysville's officials. Casto was killed in
the fight (see Casto-Metcalfe Duel). When the
Emancipation Proclamation was issued in January
1863, by President Abraham Lincoln, one Maysville
Union Army officer and prominent citizen, Col.
John C. Cochran, resigned his commission in
protest.

African Americans have always constituted a
significant part of the population in Maysville.
They faced special challenges after the Civil War.
Freed slaves who could not show evidence of hav

ing a job were subject to arrest. Local black minis
ter Elisha Green responded to the tensions by stay
ing in Maysville and fighting for civil rights. He
was active in the state Republican Party. In 1883 he
took a white man to court for physically abusing
him when Green refused to give up his seat on the
train while traveling from Maysville to Paris, Ky.,
to preach. Many talented African Americans left
the city, however. James Mundy, for example, the
son of a former slave, moved to Chicago in the
1920s and became one of the most famous choir
directors in the nation. His choirs were invited to

perform at the dedication of the Navy Pier and at
the closing of the 1933 World Fair in Chicago. The
worst manifestation of racism in this period was
lynching. The public burning of Richard Coleman
in 1899 in the city was so horrendous, with hun
dreds of participants, that it was condemned in the
New York Times. By 2005 the percentage of blacks
in Maysville was approximately 11.5, or around
1,000, a number that had decreased since 1865.

After the Civil War, the nation was becoming
more industrial, but Maysville continued to be
largely dependent on its surrounding agricultural
base. The stockyards, for example, were located
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near the center of town well into the 1980s. The

community did not attract immigrants, and the
population of Mason Co., between 16,000 and
20,000, has been constant since 1870. The city of
Maysville has increased in population (8,993 in
2000,9,179 in 2006), although much ofthe increase
was due to expansion of the city through annexa
tion that has physically doubled the size of the city
several times. Even the original county seat, Wash
ington, was annexed in 1990.
Railways connecting Maysville to both Cin
cinnati and Lexington were completed after the
Civil War and were frequently used by locals until
the 1950s. The look of Maysville was altered in the
30 years leading up to the 20th century, as down
town businesses with three or four stories, cast

iron ornamentation, and upstairs apartments were
constructed. In the second halfoſthe 19th century,
the County Clerk's Office, in Gothic Revival style;
a jail, in the Second Empire style; a block that is
largely Romanesque in character; and several fine
examples of Italianate houses were built. Brick
streets were laid in town and mule-drawn street

cars began service in 1883. Maysville suffered from
significant floods in 1883 and 1884 (see Flood of
1884).

In 1901 a visitor to Maysville might have seen
Mayor Tom Russell driving the first automobile in
the town alongside the streetcars and horses and
wagons. In the early 20th century major entertain
ers, such as John Philip Sousa and Buffalo Bill
Cody, came to town, usually performing at the
Washington Opera House on Second St. Show
boats were frequent visitors. Local activist Alice
Lloyd devoted her life to causes such as the fight of
tobacco farmers against the trusts, temperance,
and women's rights. Mary Wilson in 1908 donated
the Hayswood Seminary for use as a hospital (see
Hayswood Hospital). From 1907 to 1911 the ex
ecutive branch of the State of Kentucky was in the
hands of native Maysvillians Governor Augustus

horse track. In 1910 Maysville had a team in the
Bluegrass Baseball League that featured Casey
Stengel as a player. In 1925 the Maysville High
School girls' basketball team won a state champi
onship. A team led by legendary coach Earl Jones
won the boys' state basketball championship in
1947. Also in Maysville, Coach John Fields coached
the African American John G. Fee Industrial

High School boys' basketball team to a state run
ner-up finish in 1952. Both of those schools even
tually became part of Mason Co. High School,
which captured the state basketball crown in 2003
and 2008. The people of Maysville did more than
watch others participate in sports and sporting ac
tivities. From the 1890s until the 1930s, the Prin

cess Roller Rink was a popular spot for skating and
dances. City residents also had access to recre
ational baseballparks in the community and other
community parks, including Beechwood Park,
which has been in continual use since it opened in
1884. A number of golf courses opened, and the
Country Club was established at its present loca
tion in 1925. Houseboat cruises and swimming in
the Ohio River were also popular in the early 20th
century.

The hard economic times that swept the nation
during the 1930s commenced in the 1920s in
Maysville, because of the community's agricul
tural economic base; the great flood of 1937 exa
cerbated the hard times. Despite these conditions,
in 1932 the city opened the Simon Kenton Me
morial Bridge (a suspension bridge) across the
Ohio River, ending the ferry service in Maysville
that dated from the 1790s. A second bridge, the
William H. Harsha Bridge, built in a cable-stay
design, was dedicated in 2000. Maysville built a
floodwall in the 1940s. Urban renewal in the 1960s

destroyed some of the oldest buildings in the town.
It was also during the 1960s that Maysville began
to extend westward to the “top of the hill," and an
nexation followed. Institutions that moved away

E. Willson (1907–1911) and Lieutenant Governor

from the historic district downtown include the

William H. Cox (1907–1911).

hospital and most health care providers, the con
solidated school system, and most retail shopping.
Industrial parks that opened along the AA High
way, constructed during the 1980s, contain many
of the factories in the city.
Famous people who had a connection to
Maysville and came to national prominence in the
last half of the 20th century include Nick Cloo
ney, a popular and respected newscaster in the

The Farmers and Tuckahoe tobacco ware

houses opened in 1909 and 1910, respectively (see
Maysville Tobacco Warehouses), reflecting the
increasing importance of tobacco to Maysville.
These were loose-leaf tobacco auction warehouses,

only the second and third of the kind to be estab
lished anywhere, Maysville became the second
largest auction market for burley tobacco in the
world and remained so until the changes in to
bacco marketing that occurred in the 1990s. When
the local radio station opened in 1948, founder
James M. Finch traded an out-of-state radio sta

tion owner a country ham so he could obtain for
the new station the call letters WFTM, which stood
for “World's Finest Tobacco Market." Dozens of

warehouses opened in the community, and a large
tobacco-processing plant, Parker Tobacco, was
once the community's largest employer.
Sports have been important to the people of
Maysville. Beginning soon after pioneer times,
racetracks for horses were laid out in the town.
Forest Ave. was once named Race St., and Hillcrest

Dr. has a circular shape because it once served as a

Cincinnati area and other cities. He continues to

come Miss Kentucky (1973) and afterward traveled
with the USO in the Far East. Stanley Forman
Reed was a justice on the U.S. Supreme Court that
handed down the 1954 Brown v. Board of Educa
tion decision. He served on the Court from 1938 to
1957.

In 1977 East Kentucky Power built an electric
generating facility, later annexed by Maysville, that
provides stable employment and good wages to its
employees in Maysville (see Power Plants). The
state-of-the-art plant has been expanded several
times and also attracted the Inland Container

Corporation, which uses steam from the power
plant to break down and reconstruct paperboard
products. The Emerson Electric Company now op
erates the former Browning Manufacturing
plant, which dates from 1886 and remains a large
employer. Maysville Community and Techni
cal College, now annexed into the city, has ex
panded its educational offerings significantly since
1995. Maysville is no longer tobacco-dependent,
and agriculture has a reduced role in the local
economy. Embracing the Ohio River, Maysville
has introduced an opening in the floodwall and
encouraged greater recreational use of the river.
Now a regional hub for education, health care, and
retail shopping, the community also publicizes its
history and natural features to promote tourism.
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. Maysville, Kentucky:
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Mason Co. Museum, 1983.

. The Towns of Mason County: Their Past in
Pictures. Maysville, Ky: Maysville and Mason Co.
Library Historical and Scientific Association,
1986.

Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason

County. Lexington, Ky. Transylvania, 1936.
Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.
Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
Friend, Craig Thompson. Along the Maysville Road:
The Early Republic in the Trans-Appalachian
West. Knoxville: Univ. of Tennessee Press, 2005.

John Klee

MAYSVILLE ACADEMY. The Maysville Acad
emy, Maysville, Ky., was also known as the
Maysville Seminary. In 1829 a local contractor,
Thomas D. Richardson, built the school's red brick

building at 109 West Fourth St. in downtown
Maysville. Two noted scholars, Jacob W. Rand and
William W. Richeson, opened the school in 1830;

they also served as instructors. In the beginning,

write columns and books and is involved in com

Maysville Academy was an all-boys' school, but

munity services throughout the region. Rosemary
Clooney was simultaneously a movie star, a re
cording artist, and a television performer during
the 1950s. She premiered her movie The Stars Are
Singing on January 28, 1953, at the Russell The
ater in Maysville. Heather Renee French be.
came Miss America in 2000, and today she works
for veterans' rights and writes children's books.
William Kenton, a descendant of the pioneer Si
mon Kenton, was a rising star in Kentucky politics
and was the Speaker of the Kentucky House of
Representatives at the time of his death in 1981.
Lyda Lewis was the first African American to be

later it became coeducational. One of the school's

teachers was John Flavel Fisk, who became a

Kentucky state senator, representing Campbell
and Kenton counties. Some well-known people
educated at the Maysville Academy include U.S.
president Ulysses S. Grant (1869–1877); Walter N.
Haldeman, founder and president of Louisville's
Courier-Journal newspaper; William H. Wads
worth, ambassador to Chile; John J. Crittenden,

U.S. attorney general; Thomas H. Nelson, am
bassador to Chile and Mexico; Gen. William

“Bull” Nelson; Henry Thomas Stanton, Ken
tucky's poet laureate; and historian Richard H.
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Collins, son of Lewis Collins, who authored the

classic work History of Kentucky. The school's
most illustrious student, Ulysses S. Grant, lived
with his family in Georgetown, Ohio, as a young
child but at age 14 was sent to live with his uncle,
Peter Grant, in his uncle's home on Front St. in

Maysville. Grant attended Maysville Academy
during the school year 1836–1837.
William Richeson bought Jacob Rand's inter
est in the school in 1860 and continued to operate
the Maysville Academy until 1868, when he took a
position as principal of the Maysville High School,
which had just opened. At that time he closed the
Maysville Academy and sold the school's building.
Over the years, the structure that had housed the
school was used as a single-family and later as a
two-family residence. Having deteriorated, the
building was condemned in 1983. The City of
Maysville took possession of it in early 1997. Sev
eral interested parties attempted to secure funding
for restoration of the building, but none of these
efforts were successful. Later in 1997 part of the
front wall collapsed, and authorities decided to
raze the structure. During demolition, a secret
passageway containing a stash of alcohol was
found under the building. Because the bottles had
screw-on caps, it was determined that the alcohol
was of recent vintage, not from the structure's early
history. Some have speculated that the passageway
may also have been used as part of the Under
ground Railroad.

Ohio to Louisville, the Covington and Lexing
ton (C&L) to Covington, the Lexington and Big
Sandy to Catlettsburg, and the Maysville and Lex
ington (M&L) to Maysville.
The M&L began construction north from Lex
ington in 1854, meeting the C&L at Paris, where

the C&L provided service to Covington beginning
in December of that year. In March 1856 the Ken
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trucks. In 1951 its track between Lexington and
Paris was abandoned, and in 1979 the L&N sold

the Paris-to-Maysville track to TransKentucky
Transportation Railroad Inc., a modern short
line operator that uses it to haul Eastern Kentucky
coal from its connection with the L&N and CSX's

Covington-Corbin division at Paris to an Ohio
River barge terminal at Maysville.

tucky General Assembly permitted the C&L and
the L&D (Lexington and Danville) railroads to use
the name Kentucky Central Railroad. In 1858
Robert Bonner Bowler, a director of the Kentucky
Central Railroad, persuaded the company to defer
debt payment in order to make improvements on
the line. A major creditor filed suit, and the rail
road was sold at public auction. In 1865 the origi
nal stockholders filed suit against the heirs of
Bowler but lost. In the same year, the C&L and the
M&L were sold at a foreclosure sale and bought by
the Kentucky Central Association, a holding com
pany, which continued to operate the C&L and the
M&L as separate entities. The revived M&L began
laying track from Paris to Maysville that year; in
March 1872, the first train from Maysville arrived

“First Railroad Trip to Paris,” Maysville Bulletin,
March 7, 1872, 3.
Herr, Kincaid A. The Louisville & Nashville Rail

road. Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1964.
Tenkotte, Paul A. “Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.
Turner, Charles W. Chessie Road. Richmond, Va.;
Garrett and Massie, 1956.

Charles H. Bogart
MAYSVILLE AND LEXINGTON TURN

PIKE. The roadbetween Maysville and Lexington
dates to prehistoric times and has been an impor
tant transportation link ever since the time when
Kentucky's first settlers traveled it. The road has

at Paris. In 1875 the C&L and the M&L were

also been at the center of local and national debate.

Both prehistoric and historical animals, especially
American bison, beat down a path or trace (see
Buffalo Traces) from the Ohio River at Maysville
to the salt springs at Blue Licks and then on to Cen
tral Kentucky. A large Fort Ancient village near
Mayslick once flourished along the route, attesting
to the path's early use. The Indian trail was called

Kentucky Historical Society. “Kentucky Historical
Marker Database.” http://kentucky.gov/kyhs/
hmdb' (accessed January 25, 2007).

merged as the Kentucky Central Railroad (KC).
The M&L at this time consisted of two separate
railroads, the line from Lexington to Paris and the
road from Paris to Maysville. The KC, in turn, was
sold to Collis P. Huntington in 1881 to provide a
connecting route between two of his railroads, the
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad (C&O) on the
east and the Chesapeake, Ohio, and Southwestern
on the west. These railroads were part of his gran
diose plan to build a seamless coast-to-coast rail
system. Shortly after Huntington purchased the
KC, his railroad empire went into receivership, and

Reis, Jim, “Governor Was Torn by War," KP, August

the KC was sold in 1891 to the Louisville and

"Grant's School to Fall,” KE, December 22, 1997, C2.
“Historic School to be Razed," KP, December 19, 1997,
16A.

18, 2003, 4K.
RootsWeb.com.

Nashville Railroad (L&N).
“Walter

H.

Haldeman.”

WWW

rootsweb.com (accessed February 3, 2006).
“Schoolhouse Mystery," KP December 24, 1997, A6.
MAYSVILLE AND LEXINGTON RAIL

ROAD. At the end of the 18th century, Lexington
was the major city west of the Appalachian Moun
tains. Unfortunately, though, it was not located on
a navigable waterway. Goods coming from the east
were transported overland to Wheeling, Va. (now
W.Va.) and were taken from thereby boat down the
Ohio River to Limestone (Maysville), where they
were reloaded onto wagons for travel over what be
came the Maysville and Lexington Turnpike to
Lexington. Overland transportation was expen
sive and slow. Costs doubled for every 100 miles
moved, and because wagons generally traveled at a
speed of 12 miles per day, perishables could not be
carried any appreciable distance.
By the mid-19th century, Cincinnati and Lou
isville had become important commercial centers
of the West, at the expense of Lexington. In an at
tempt to regain its place as the leading city of the
West, Lexington advanced the canalization of the
Licking and Kentucky rivers and the development
of railroads. Lexington promoted four railroads,
each leading to the Ohio River: the Lexington and

The L&N had aspirations for the Paris-to
Maysville line and built a large depot in Maysville
(now the Maysville Police Department). Traffic,
however, did not develop. When the C&O opened
its line from Ashland to Lexington in 1895, after
purchase of the Elizabethtown, Lexington, and Big
Sandy Railroad, through traffic from the east to
Lexington was switched to themoredirect Ashland
Winchester-Lexington road. The Maysville section
became solely dependent upon local traffic and
limited to seasonal agricultural products. The build
ing of the Covington, Flemingsburg, and
Pound Gap Railroad (CF&PG) eastward from
Flemingsburg Junction (along the M&L) in 1877
hinted at some future coal business for the M&L,

but the CF&PG failed to extend eastward beyond
Hillsboro.

In 1908 the L&N acquired the Frankfort and
Cincinnati Railroad (F&C), which operated from
Frankfort and Georgetown to Paris. The L&N
planned to open a Louisville-to-Maysville service
via that route, but the Kentucky Railway Commis
sion ordered the L&N to divest itself of the F&C for

antimonopoly reasons.
After World War II, the M&L was losing
money. There was no through-line activity to sus
tain the line, and local business was switching to

Alanant-O-Wamiowee, or the Warrior Trail, and

used by American Indians into the historical pe
riod. The path was also used by early Kentucky ex
plorers such as Daniel Boone and Simon Ken
ton. In the early pioneer period, the route from
Limestone to the Licking River was also called
Smith's Wagon Rd.
In the 1790s, Limestone (later Maysville) was
the departure point for western settlers. Unless
they traveled on down the Ohio River, their usual
route in those early years was westward into Cen
tral Kentucky. The first stop was Washington, three
miles from Limestone. It was a day's journey, be
cause the first part of the trip was up a steep hill,
and with livestock, belongings, and family, it was a
difficult trip. Communities eventually sprang up
along the road to Lexington. After Washington,
Mayslick was the first substantial town along the
route. Blue Licks was desired for the salt it provided
pioneers, but later it developed into a substantial
town anchored by a large spa. It attracted visitors
from around the country in the mid-19th century.
The next community was Ellisville, which was the
county seat of Nicholas Co. until 1805. Millersburg
came next, and then Paris, the county seat of Bour
bon Co. These towns were approximately 10 miles
apart along the route, and each eventually had a
tollhouse on what became the Maysville and Lex
ington Turnpike.
The road was seen as key to the development of
the western United States. Even before the National
Road was built, Ebenezer Zane was concerned

about the dependability of the Ohio River route
from Wheeling, Va. (today, West Virginia), to
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Limestone, and about access from there to the road

to Lexington. When Congress in 1796 granted
Zane's request to build an overland route, he began
building a road (Zane's Trace) from Limestone to

Eventually the road was paved and the covered
bridges replaced. However, the Maysville-to
Lexington road still essentially followed the origi
nal buffalo trace. It was thus a curvy, dangerous

what became Zanesville, Ohio. This reduced the

highway. Beginning in the 1950s, the state began

distance to Maysville from Wheeling by 100 miles
and was not subject to difficult Ohio River condi
tions and the pirates who troubled travelers. When
the National Road reached Wheeling in 1818,
Maysville and points west were already connected
by Zane's Trace. Some 19th-century cast-iron
highway markers remain in Maysville, showing
the directions to Zanesville, Lexington, and Nash

making major improvements. By the 1970s, the old

ville, Tenn.

Local residents understood the importance of
the Maysville and Lexington Turnpike and con
tinually made improvements. Mail had long trav
eled along the route, but in 1829, during the An
drew Jackson (1829–1837) administration, the road

was made part of a mail system that connected it to

highway to Blue Licks had been replaced, often tak
ing a slightly different route, bypassing the towns of
Washington, Mayslick, and Blue Licks. Now called
U.S. 68, the road was straighter with fewer hills. It
had wide shoulders and passing lanes.
Two sections remained that had not been up
graded in the 1990s. The road from Paris north to a
few miles out of Millersburg and the Paris Pk., be
tween Paris and Lexington, had not been improved
greatly. There was, however, a completed bypass
around Paris. The Paris Pk. section was debated as

opposition organized against improvements that
would destroy historic rock fences, trees, and the
beautiful vistas of the road. The debate raged from

the North, to the East Coast via the National Road,

the 1960s until a new road was finished in 2003.

and to the South from Lexington all the way to
New Orleans. The Maysville and Washington
Turnpike Company was formed on January 29,
1829, and by November 1830 the road between
those two cities had been paved, based on the prin
ciples espoused by John McAdam. The McAdam
system, the preferred road system, was adopted
throughout England and the United States in the
1800s. The road between Maysville and Washing

That road included wooden guardrails, the protec
tion of rock fences and plants wherever possible,
and the building of new rock walls and bridges
with rock facades. The four-lane highway also has
grass shoulders and new plantings.
The road between Lexington and Maysville re

ton was the first macadamized road in the West.

The turnpike company became the Maysville,
Washington, Paris, and Lexington Turnpike Com
pany and by 1835 had completed the road. It in
cluded six covered bridges and 13 tollgate houses.
Henry Clay proposed that the national govern
ment should support this company by buying
stock and thus completing this major internalim
provement. The road was an important part of
Clay's American System, and it was also a road that
Clay traveled often on his journeys between Wash
ington, D.C., and his hometown of Lexington.
Congress passed the bill in 1830, because roads
and canals were seen ascentral to the growth of the
republic and worthy of national support. President
Jackson, Clay's political enemy, used the Maysville
Road Bill veto to make his point that the federal
government should not support projects of a “local
character." The message was sent that internal im
provements were the responsibilities of the states,
and this philosophy prevailed for a generation.
The Maysville and Lexington Turnpike, like
most 19th-century roads, was kept in poor repair
and was difficult to travel, particularly in winter.
However travelers, settlers, teamsters with com

mains the link between northeastern and Central

Kentucky. With its natural setting, limestone road
cuts, horse farms, and attention paid to preserva
tion, it is one of the most picturesque roadways in
the country.
Friend, Craig Thompson. Along the Maysville
Road—The Early Republic in the Trans
Appalachian West. Knoxville: Univ. of Tennes
See Press, 2005.

John Klee
BRICK

COMPANY.

The

Maysville Brick Company was located on the south
bank of the Ohio River in Mason Co., about three

miles southeast of the courthouse in Maysville.
The Maysville Daily Independent reported in
1935 that John H. Hall, Sallie S. Hall, A. C. Sphar,
and Elizabeth D. Sphar had organized the brick
company in July 1894. However, the Kentucky
State Gazetteer and Business Directory for
1879–1880 included a listing for A. C. Sphar and
Company, suggesting that the brickyard may have
started some years earlier (see Sphar Brick Com
pany). A. C. Sphar served as the firm's president,
and John Hall was secretary and treasurer until his
death in 1902. Initially, the company had $15,000

of capital stock. During the spring of 1912, Sphar
sold the company to William H. Hall, son of John
H. Hall, and G. J. Thomas, a son-in-law of John H.
Hall, with Elizabeth Hall retaining one-half inter
est in the company. William Hall became presi
dent and general manager; Thomas served as sec
retary and treasurer. G. J. Thomas died in 1917, and

Millersburg.

corporation. The company completed its history
under the leadership of Howard Curtisand his son
Houston Curtis, ceasing operations sometime be
tween 1955 and 1957.

The local Sanborn Insurance maps provide
some insights into the Maysville Brick Company.
In 1895 the company had four brick clamps, dry
ingracks, a claypit, and two structures housing the
clay-mixing equipment and the engine room. The
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad transported
the bricks produced by the company. By 1908
changes to the property included a fifth brick kiln,
new drying racks, a brick machine, and an
80-horsepower engine. By 1914 a small building
and a water tank had been added on the property.
Initially, the company used a Henry Martin
Wooden Brick machine, which produced about
25,000 bricks per day. By 1907 brick production
was increased to 40,000 bricks per day by utilizing
new equipment, and in 1917, 45,000 bricks were
being made each day. Sometime after 1922, a stiff
mud brick machine was installed at the yard. By
1935 the cherry red bricks produced by the
Maysville Brick Company were sold in Kentucky,
Ohio, Indiana, Virginia, West Virginia, Tennessee,
and North Carolina.

Two published historic photographs of the
brickyard and its facilities provide a glimpse of the
company during the 1920s and 1930s. The Ken
tucky Geological Survey first published a view of
the brickyard in 1922, showing two of the updraft
River in the background. The Daily Independent
published another photograph in 1935 that reveals
the addition of an office, a barn, and miscellaneous

MAYSVILLE

slaves were often seen moving in either direction,

tollhouses was on the Nicholas Co. line near

in 1947. Esther Curtis, Howard Curtis, Elizabeth
Wells Hall, and Adella T. Wade owned this second

kilns, railroad cars, and structures next to the Ohio

“To Straighten Road,” KP, February 21, 1931, 3.

mercial goods, and slaves made the trek. Coffles of
generally traveling after having been sold or going
to a slave auction. By the 1890s, Kentucky citizens
had become weary of paying tolls, and violence
against the road system became so widespread it
was termed the “tollgate wars." County govern
ments, and later the state government, took over
the highway and abolished the tolls. One of the last

thriving brickyard employed 40 men. Following
the expiration of the original corporation, the com
pany was incorporated again under the same name

structures. In 1994 the surviving ruins included a
standing kiln, remnants of three other kilns, the
brickyard office, a barn, the clay pit, and an old
steamshovel. The company produced the Maysville
brand of bricks made by the soft-mud method
(made in a mold). The last bricks produced at the
yard were unmarked three-hole stiff-mud bricks
(made from a column of stiff clay that was cut into
bricks by wire).
The Maysville Brick Company was a major in
dustry in Mason Co. and played an important role

in supplying bricks to the building trades region
ally. Although the company closed a half century
ago, many of its bricks undoubtedly survive in his
toric structures that are still standing.
Hockensmith, Charles D., and M. Jay Stottman, “In
vestigations at the Maysville Brick Company: An
Example of Industrial Archaeology in Kentucky,"
Ohio Valley Historical Archaeology 12 (1997):
89–111.

Ries, Heinrich. The Clay Deposits of Kentucky: An

Economic Consideration of the Pottery, Brick,

another of William Hall's brothers-in-law, How

ard Curtis, became secretary and assistant man
ager. In 1919 the Maysville Brick Company in
creased its stock capital to $35,000. By 1929 the

and Tile Clays, Fire Clays, and Shales of Ken
tucky, with Notes on their Industrial Develop
ment. Series 6, vol. 2. Frankfort, Ky: Kentucky
Geological Survey, 1922.
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The Spirit of Greater Maysville and Mason County.
Maysville, Ky: Daily Independent, 1935.
Charles D. Hockensmith

MAYSVILLE COLONIZATION SOCIETY.

The Maysville Colonization Society of Mason Co.,
which was active from at least 1822 to 1827, was
associated with the state and national colonization

societies. The group first met on December 26,
1822, in the Methodist Meeting House to “form a
colonization Society in this place, auxiliary to the
American Colonization Society of Washington
City for the purpose of colonizing blacks of the
United States on the Continent of Africa." Meet

portunities in higher education. Kentucky was
part of this trend in education, and in 1966 the

an agreement with the Kentucky Department of
Corrections, also oversees the educational pro

Kentucky legislature named Maysvilleasapossible

grams at the Eastern Kentucky Correctional Com

site for a community college. That decision, later
confirmed by the University of Kentucky (UK),
was partially attributable to the political influence
of local state representative Mitchell B. Denham,
who had close ties to Kentucky governor Edward

plex near West Liberty.
The total enrollment of MCTC's multiple cam
pus sites had grown to more than 3,600 by 2007.
MCTC was a leader in incorporating technical of

Breathitt (1963–1967). From February through

and was a pioneer in the use of distance learning.
Following Dr. Shires's long tenure as the school's
leader, Dr. Hans Kuss served as president from
1998 to 2000, and Dr. Augusta Julian was named
president in 2001.
The Maysville college's basic goals since its be
ginning have been to provide college courses for
those wishing to transfer afterward for further
studies and for those who want to learn a particu
lar skill to enter the workforce, to provide continu
ing education for the community, and to train stu
dents for jobs in businesses and industry. Partner

June 1966, more than $200,000 was raised for the

new community college, and the Wood family's
farm on U.S. 68 in the community of Washington,
three miles south of downtown Maysville, was
chosen as the specific site of the campus. Ground
was broken for the school on November 15, 1967,

ings were generally held in church meetinghouses,
and Rev. John T. Edgar, one of the organizers,
chaired the first meeting. Many prominent citizens
were involved in the original group, including
George Corwine, Peter Grant (the uncle of future
U.S. president Ulysses S. Grant), William Grin
stead, and Andrew Wood. Later members in

cluded Lewis Collins, a newspaper editor and an
early Kentucky historian, and A. M. January. The
Maysville Colonization Society met again two
days after its first meeting and approved a constitu
tion that stated the goal of raising money to pay for
“the emigration and colonization of all people of
colour who are willing to join the colony." Much of
the local society's time was occupied with the ad
ministration of the group, although they also in
formed the public of their goals and raised money
for their stated purpose. On February 23, 1824, the
Maysville Colonization Society petitioned Henry
Clay, a U.S. Senator from Kentucky, to support the
congressional incorporation of the American Col
onization Society.
In 1825 the group selected members to meet
with the Marquis de Lafayette, if he were to stop in
Maysville, and ask him to meet with the society.

There is no record that such a meeting took place,
but Rev. Edgar and Johnston Armstrong, members
of the Maysville Colonization Society, were se
lected to be part of the welcoming committee for
the French general. There is no evidence that the
local society's efforts were very successful, despite
the organization's efforts to have “the managers of
the Society see and converse with free blacks in our
town and neighborhood and show them the ad
vantages resulting to them by their moving to the
colony of Liberia.”
Maysville Colonization Society Record Book, 1822–
1827, Kentucky Gateway Museum Center,

Maysville, Ky.
John Klee
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with Governor Breathitt and UK president John
Oswald in attendance. The Maysville Community
College opened in 1968, at first holding its classes
in church buildings downtown. The first director
of the school was Dr. Charles T. Wethington, who
was soon promoted to be head of Kentucky's com
munity college system. Dr. James Shires was named
the second director of the college in 1971 and held

that post until 1996 (his title was changed to presi
dent in 1987). The first faculty member selected
was Dr. Robert K. Berry; he taught chemistry and
agriculture at the college for 30 years.
In the early history of the community college,
most students at Maysville and throughout the
state's community college system took liberal arts
classes with the intention of transferring to col
leges offering four-year degrees. The Associate in
Applied Science (AAS) programs quickly grew,
though; graduates of these two-year programs
generally went immediately into the workforce
with skills in their chosen field of study. The first
AAS programs offered were in agricultural and
secretarial studies, and the associate degree in
nursing followed in 1972. Other programs were
added in subsequent years. The Kentucky Postsec
ondary Education Improvement Act of 1997 cre
ated KCTCS and organized the community and
technical colleges in the state into one system.
Maysville Community College then began to offer
diplomas and certificates in dozens of technical
areas, while continuing to grant two-year degrees.
In 1983 a building named for Representative
Denham was added to the school's campus. Off
campus classes began to be offered during the
1980s in Vanceburg, Flemingsburg, and other
nearby communities. An official off-campus site
developed in Cynthiana in 1988, and a permanent
building was opened there in 2002. In 1992 a stu
dent center was added to the campus in Maysville
and named for Mrs. C. C. Calvert, an early propo
nent of the college, a noted local historian, and the

MAYSVILLE COMMUNITY AND TECH

chair of the school's Board of Directors from the

NICAL COLLEGE. Part of the Kentucky Com
munity and Technical College System (KCTCS)
since 1997, Maysville Community and Technical
College (MCTC) was founded in the late 1960s as
Maysville Community College and enrolled stu
dents for the first time on August 27, 1968. Com
munity colleges were popular innovations during
the 1960s, created to meet the needs of the baby
boomer generation and specifically to increase op

college's beginning in 1967 into the 1990s. In 2003
a 45,000-square-foot technical center was added to
the Maysville campus. With its four attached
buildings, the Maysville facility now totals 145,000
square feet.
In 2004 RowanTechnical College in Morehead
and Maysville Community College were merged,
and the resultingcollege officially became Maysville
Community andTechnicalCollege. MCTC, through

ferings into its curriculum during the late 1990s

four-year colleges have offered programs leading
to BAs beginning in 2000, largely through classes
held on the weekends. MCTC also sponsors and
cosponsors events such as health fairs, plays, lec
tures, pageants, art shows, and musical perfor
mances. The faculty and staff of MCTC serve the
community as science fairjudges, speakers, experts
in specific fields, and in many other such service
capacities.

Maysville Community and Technical College, www
..mayce.kctcs.edu/ (accessed January 5, 2006).
John Klee

MAYSVILLECOUNTRYCLUB. The Maysville
Country Club, located on U.S. 68 South in Mason
Co., was established in 1925 as a private country
club. The club actually began as the Edgefield Club
on Maple Leaf Rd. in Mason Co. near the current
AA Highway. Dues were $50 a year and the Edge
field Club's first president was J. Barbour Russell
(see Russell Theater). The Edgefield Club had a
nine-hole golf course that closed in 1925. After
ward, it was reconstituted and renamed Maysville
Country Club. Another nine-hole course was built
in 1927 at the Maysville Country Club's current
location, and in 1993 nine more holes were added.

The club has a swimming pool and tennis courts as
well, and its membership typically numbers 200–
250. It is now a semiprivate club with restaurant
and bar facilities and hosts several banquets and
weddings during the year. A major fire in 1959
destroyed much of the country club's kitchen
facilities.

Maysville Country Club's annual Chippeways
three-day golf invitational tournament is the golf
ing highlight of each season. Its 70th Chippeways
Golf Tournament was in 2005, and the club has

been hosting a junior Chippeways Golf Tourna
ment for more than 40 years. One of its junior golf.
ers, Mark Blakefield, went on to play college golf at
the University of Kentucky at Lexington, earning
All-South Eastern Conference Second Team hon

ors during his senior year, in 2005.
"Maysville Country Club." www.thegolfcourses.net
(accessed June 26, 2006).
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MAYSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

Rains, Laura. “Greener Pastures,” Maysville Ledger

Independent, July 15, 2005.
Dennis W. Van Houten

School, which remained separate until 1991. The
school districts in Maysville were long established,
but housing, business, and industry shifted from

St. in a classical Federal style during the 1820s. The
second mayor of Maysville, W. B. Phillips (or

the old downtown area to the suburbs "on the hill”

and Market Sts. in 1825, and then, according to
legend, ran out of money. The project came to be
called “Phillip's Folly." Finally, after a successful

solidated into Mason Co. High School. Before
Maysville High School was started, there were pri
vate academies in the city, such as the Rand and

over the next decades. This caused both declining
enrollmentandareduced taxbase for the Maysville
City Schools, including the high school. In the
1970s, the John G. Fee Industrial High School had
become a junior high, and in 1983 it was closed
and the Maysville High School became the
Maysville Junior-Senior High School. In 1990 the
Maysville Independent and Mason Co. school

Richeson School, also called the Maysville Acad

boards voted to consolidate the schools; the last

emy (for boys), the Maysville Collegiate Institute,
and the St. Francis de Sales Academy (for girls).
In November 1864 the Maysville High School
was established in what was called Neptune Hall at
the corner of Market and Fourth Sts. in Maysville,
and classes began in 1865 with 29 students; Profes
sor Andrew January Grundy was the school's first
principal. The first four diplomas were awarded in
1876. Two years later, the senior class included 10
girls and 10 boys, but only the girls graduated; the
boys refused to take their exams. Mollie Blanchard
Owens was a member of that class. A new building
was built on the same site in 1879. The Maysville
school system was further organized in the first
decade of the 20th century, when the position of
city superintendent was established and a building

graduating class of Maysville High School was
1991. The City of Maysville bought the high school
building and sold it to Classic Properties of Cov
ington in 1994. That firm converted the building
into apartments maintaining the look of the

MAYSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL. The Maysville

High School, in Maysville, provided for the educa
tional needs of adolescents from the end of the

Civil War until 1991, when the school was con

program planned. A result of the building pro
gram was that a large high school was built on the
corner of Limestone and Second Sts. and dedicated

on May 14, 1908. This was the location of the first

building in Limestone (Maysville's earlier name),
close to the mouth of Limestone Creek. The 1908

gambling trip to New Orleans, Phillips was able to
complete the large Greek Revival house in 1831. In
the same year, along W. Third St., the renowned
educator John Richeson finished his Greek Revival

home. Rosemary Clooney later lived there, and it
is now known as her home; it sits at the head of the

street renamed for her in the 1950s. Kentucky his
torian Lewis Collins, the editor of the Maysville
Eagle, built his impressive Greek Revival home
overlooking the Ohio River at Third and Short Sts.
in 1834. It was later used as the First District

high school's gym continue to be used by the Ma

School, then as a funeral home, and again served as
a private residence in the 1950s. The brothers Peter
and Henry Lee enlarged the 1798 hotel at Front

son Co. school district.

and Sutton Sts. in the 1840s. The Lee House enter

school. The auditorium, the 1962 addition, and the

Lyda Lewis, a Maysville High School graduate
of 1966, was the first African American to become

Miss Kentucky (1973).
American Association of University Women
(Maysville Branch). From Cabin to College: A
History of the Schools of Mason County.

Maysville, Ky., G. F. McClanahan, 1976.
"Maysville Schools to Integrate." KTS, September 3,
1956, 4A.

"Maysville's Surprising Foes," KP, October 4, 1974,
10K.

“Old School May House Apartments," KP, January
11, 1994, 7K.

Reis, Jim. “Changing Times Bypassed Schools," KP.

down to the eldest female descendant of the fam

ily since that time. The house features descending
parapets, a common decorative feature in the town.
Because of the town's narrow lots, homes in the

community also often had longside porches.
The early 1800s saw the building of many row
houses in Maysville. On W. Second St. are the row

houses built by John Armstrong during the 1820s,

John Klee

including the nearby cotton mill he owned. One
of the homes was deeded to a plasterer, revealing
that Armstrong traded one of these houses for
plasterwork on the rest. Along Third St. are several

BUILDINGS.

sets of row houses built from the 1820s to the

June 15, 1952, 4K.
til 1991.
MAYSVILLE

tained many important guests, including Henry
Clay, who stayed there several times. The A. M.
January House, a long structure, as befits its lot,
was built in 1838 on Third St. It has been passed

believed to be for workers in his various businesses,

structure served as the Maysville High School un
A bond issue passed in 1928 resulted in the
building of an auditorium and a gym for the
Maysville High School and the construction of
the John G. Fee Industrial High School for Af
rican American high school students. Before the
gym was built, the basketball court was on the top
floor of the school. Maysville High School pro
vided a diverse curriculum that over the years was
adjusted to meet changing needs. Extracurricular
activities included a variety of sports, music, and
academic clubs. The students and the community
had a strong interest in basketball, and Maysville's
boys' and girls' basketball teams were known
throughout the state. In 1926 Coach Flossie Jones
led the girls' basketball team to a state champion
ship; boys' basketball teams, coached by Earle D.
Jones, won the state championship in 1947 and
took second place in the state in 1938 and 1948.
Maysville High School's colors were black and
gold, and its mascot was the bulldog. When the
John G. Fee Industrial High School was integrated
into Maysville High School beginning in 1956,
teachers as well as students became part of an inte
grated system. During the first year of integration,
the high school's enrollment stood at 578. In 1962
an addition to the school provided art, music, and
office facilities. In 1960 Mason Co. High School
was opened, consolidating the remaining high
schools in the county, except for Maysville High

Philips), began construction of his home at Third

HISTORIC

Many historic private and public buildings, espe
cially dating from the 19th century, remain in
Maysville, one of Kentucky's earliest communities.
A few structures still survive from earliest times,

including the original log houses known as Bick
ley's Station and the Canebrake. These are mostly in
Washington, a town annexed by Maysville in 1990.
On the corner of Market and Second Sts. in

downtown Maysville, a log house called the Rever
end Martin house dates from 1800. The log struc
ture has been covered with other facing materials,
but inside, the original doors are in use and the log
infrastructure retains its bark. This is the oldest

buildingstanding from early downtown Maysville.
A log house and tavern built around 1795, known
as the Newdigate-Reed house, sits atop the hill on
the Buffalo Trace. The structure, which now be

longs to the City of Maysville, served as a tavern
and inn for early travelers and later became the
home of U.S. Supreme Court justice Stanley Reed
when he visited his home county.
In the 19th century, the prosperity of Maysville
and its citizens was manifested in many of the
buildings in use today. Dr. Charles Shackelford,
who provided medical care to both Union and
Confederate soldiers during the Civil War, im
proved the front section of 1790shouse on Fourth

1840s. Near the Lewis Collins house are several of

the oldest row homes, simple in their design.
Across from the post office are the row houses of
Benjamin, James, John, and Lewis Jacobs, called
Jacobs' Row. The Jacobses, plow manufacturers,
were able to afford these larger row houses, which
also have undergone many changes and have had
decorative features added over the years. What is
called Mechanics Row, built during the 1840s on
Third St. near the center of town, has decorative

iron fences, porches, and other features said to
have been influenced by the architecture of New
Orleans. Other extant examples of early row
houses can be seen on Limestone St.

The Maysville City Hall was built in 1845 and
became the Mason Co. Courthouse in 1848. Built

on a narrow lot, it is a classic three-story Greek Re
vival building with Doric columns two stories tall
and a clock tower. It was the center for law, politics,

and county administration for a century and a
half. Other important meetings were held in this
building, even church services such as a 1925 re
vival sponsored by the Bethel Baptist Church.
Nearby is the house of silversmith Pleasant Baird,
which dates from 1817 and is now the sheriff's of.

fice. In 1850 the Maysville Presbyterian Church,
next to the courthouse, opened services in the

MAYSVILLE ROAD BILL

same building used today. The year before,
Maysville's Church of the Nativity began services

for the Episcopalians in the Tudor Gothic-style
church on Third St.

ballroom where colored light filtered through the
roundstained-glass window when the Masons held
their initiations. The rest of the building was used
for apartments and businesses, including, for a

A house on W. Fourth St. at the head of Sutton

time, the post office and Kilgus Drug, which had a

St. is the location of the Underground Railroad
Museum. Carriage maker Jonathan Bierbower

popular soda fountain. On the outside of this Rich

built it in 1847. The large house, with two-story
porches that run across its entire front, was also the
home of Col. Frederick Bierbower, who was with

the Perry expeditionary group that opened up Ja
pan. Oral history has linked the Bierbower House
and Phillip's Folly to the Underground Railroad as
safe houses.

ardsonian Romanesque-style stone building are
gargoyles, towers, and the symbols of Masonry
around the stained glass. The DeKalb lodge on
Third St. also features Masonic symbols in stone,
and another lodge building still stands on lower
Sutton St. On Market St., in 1915, the Ringgold
Lodge was finished with a facade that features
Italianate-style windows and astriking use ofcolors.
Private homes were designed in a variety of
styles in the 19th century. In 1848, along the Flem
ing Rd., John Dobyns built a two-story octagonal
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them remain today, although the tobacco floor auc
tion system has nearly disappeared. A large three

story tobacco manufacturing and processing plant
that started in 1913 stands empty on Forest Ave. It
once housed R. J. Reynolds and later the Parker To

bacco Company. Factories, including Brownings
(see Browning Manufacturing/Ohio Valley
Pulley Works) and Wald's, were expanded

throughout the 20th century and are still in busi
ness in what is called the east end of Maysville.
In downtown Maysville, the new Hayswood
Hospital opened on Fourth St. in 1925 and served
as the city's hospital until 1983. Montgomery Ward

built an impressive Art Deco-style building in
1928 that still displays the symbol of progress in
the tiles at the top of the building (see Depart

The Gothic Revival style was less popular than
other styles in Maysville, but the County Clerk's
Office, built in 1860, is one example of this style.
The iron doors and shutters provide uniquestyling
and safety for the building. Above the doors, also
in iron, is a representation of Justice holding scales.
The late 19th century saw a boom of building in
town, with much variety, and many of the struc
tures are still standing. In 1881 a library building

house called Glen Alice. A house called Buffalo

ment Stores). The Russell Theater, whose tiles,
colors, and decorative features make it hard to

Trace overlooked Maysville from the top of a hill

characterize, was completed in 1929. Its style is

on the Buffalo Trace Rd. This 16-room Gothic Re

was erected on Sutton St.; a second floor was added

ter and distinctive arched windows. The 1888 Cox

Moorish; inside, the lights in the ceiling repre
sented the stars. At age three Rosemary Clooney
gave her first on-stage performance at the Russell
Theater, and she later premiered her movie The
Stars Are Singing there in 1953.
Many other historic buildings existed in
Maysville and have been lost. When Front St.
buildings were destroyed in the 1960s urban re
newal period, residents interested in historic pres
ervation mobilized. Most historic buildings have
been saved since that time, often with private
public partnerships.

later in that decade, and a new facade matching the
original architecture was built in 1976. Beginning
then, the building, which has round-topped win
dows extending from floor to ceiling and an open
floor plan, housed the Mason Co. Museum, now
renamed the Kentucky Gateway Museum Cen
ter. Around the corner on Third St., a new jail was
finished in 1882 in the French Empire style, com
plete with a Mansard roof and appropriate window
treatments. It is currently used for state offices. In
1898 the Washington Opera House on W. Sec
ond St. was rebuilt in the Renaissance Revival style
with an intricate brick design. This theater is the
fifth-oldest operating theater in the nation.
Throughout the business district of the town,
two-, three-, and four-story buildings, many of
them featuring iron treatments around the doors
and windows, were constructed during the late
1800s for businesses, warehouses, and living quar
ters. On Second St., the Zweigart block, which was
remodeled in 1884, is an example of the business
buildings thatlined Front, Market, and Second Sts.
The four-story Russell building, constructed in
1892, was the headquarters of a warehouse grocery
business and has been a landmark with many uses
since. Another four-story brick structure from the
same time period stands on Market and Second
Sts. A painted sign on the Market St. side of the
building advertises the J. Wesley Lee Clothing and
Tailoringbusiness, which was housed there around
1900. The Glascock building, whose door opens
onto Market and Second Sts., was new at that time
and housed the First National Bank. There are doz

ens of examples of 19th-century business build
ings in downtown Maysville, most in a good state
of repair.
Fraternal organizations built many of their
lodges in this time period, with beautiful results.
The most impressive is the Masonic Temple (see
Masons), built by future Kentucky lieutenant
governor William Cox in 1886 on the southeast
corner of Market and Second Sts. It featured a large

vival house was finished in 1862. Nearby on the
same road is Point au View, an 1860 Italianate

house that features a three-story tower in the cen
Russell house, a few doors down from the Cox

building, is also in the Romanesque style and has a
turret decorated with seashells. At 128 W. Third St.

is the 1880 Queen Anne–style home of Mayor Re
bekah Hord, who in the 1950s was Kentucky's
first woman mayor. In this house she entertained
Justice Stanley Reed and Chief Justice Earl Warren
of the U.S. Supreme Court. In 1888 Cox built a set
of seven row houses on upper Market St., which
alternate features and go by the nicknames of the

Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. Maysville, Kentucky:
From Past to Present in Pictures. Maysville, Ky:
Mason Co. Museum, 1983.

days of the week. They and several other homes in
John Klee

the vicinity are Queen Anne style with a mix of
other influences.

Several churches were built in this period. The
1876 Maysville Christian Church on Third St. was
restored in 2006 (see First Christian Church,

Maysville). The First Baptist Church on Mar
ket St., built in 1886, was the third and last built on
the site. The Scott United Methodist Church on

Fourth St. was built by its African American con
gregation with their own hands in 1884. In 1909
Roman Catholics finished their second church on
a site at Second and Limestone Sts, in the Gothic

style. It featured large stained-glass windows de
picting St. Patrick and St. Boniface, the patrons of
the many Irish and German immigrants in the
congregation.

Maysville growth slowed at the beginning of
the 20th century, and when it resumed at the end of
the century, it was focused on the "top of the hill.”
away from the traditional downtown area. The re
sult was that few of the older buildings were de
stroyed. Some historic building activity did occur
in the first decades of the 20th century. Both the
Louisville and Nashville Railroad and the

Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad depots remain,
as well as the “new” C&O depot, which opened in
1918. A post office still in use was built in 1905. The
loose-leaf tobacco auction system began in the teen
years of the century in Maysville, and eventually
there were more than 20 tobacco warehouses in the

city, some impressive brick buildings. Many of

MAYSVILLE ROAD BILL. The proposed
Maysville Road Bill was legislation pushed by
Henry Clay and the National Republicans in 1830,
stipulating that the federal government would sub
scribe $150,000 to the Maysville, Washington, Paris,
and Lexington Turnpike Company (see Maysville
and Lexington Turnpike) for the macadamizing
of the dirt highway from Washington, Ky., to Lex
ington. The Maysville-to-Washington section of
the road, approximately four miles, had been com
pleted already in 1830. The bill passed the U.S. Sen
ate on May 15, 1830, by a vote of 24 to 18, having
previously passed the U.S. House of Representa
tives by a vote of 102 to 84. Senators Daniel Web
ster and John Rowan were among the bill's sup
porters. Other than the congressmen from
Kentucky, representatives from the South gave the
bill almost no support. President Andrew Jackson
(1829–1837) vetoed the bill on May 27, 1830, and
efforts to override the veto failed.

The Maysville Rd. was already connected
through Ohio to the National Rd. at Zanesville,
Ohio. It was the stepping-off point for many set
tlers who came west down the Ohio River and

moved from Maysville along the route into the
interior of Kentucky. The Maysville Road Bill
was part of Clay's program called the American
System, an effort to help the nation prosper from
government support of business and internal
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improvements. For Clay, an improved Maysville Rd.
was a bonus since he traveled the route often be

tween Washington, D.C., and his home in Lexing
ton. Support for the road in the areas it would cover
in Kentucky was strong. In April more than $30,000
in stock had been sold at Paris, Ky., and more than
$30,000 in other communities on the road's path. In

the U.S. Congress, many felt that supporting this
project would encourage development of similar
local-interest projects around the country.

From Jackson's perspective, there were several

years, the crop remains a staple among Maysville
farmers. Accounts of smoking tobacco date to the
1500s when Amerigo Vespucci recorded its use
by American Indians. White burley tobacco is
the type grown in Mason Co. Once burley was
brought to the Maysville area, farmers realized
very quickly that it grew well in the fertile, lime
stone soil of the bluegrass region. By the late 1800s,
farmers in Mason, Fleming, and Bracken counties
were producing more tobacco than anywhere else
in the nation.

reasons to veto the measure. Doing so gave him an
opportunity to state his position that the federal
government should not fund internal improve
ments that do not clearly benefit all the people. He
also simply stated that the bill was unconstitu
tional; it was his “conviction that Congress does
not possess the power, under the Constitution, to
pass such a law." For example, the federal govern
ment was not empowered by the Constitution to
take money from the national treasury and give up
jurisdiction by turning it over to the states. Jackson
proposed instead that, in the event of a surplus,
moneys should be proportionally appropriated to

Not only is growing tobacco a long-standing
tradition in Maysville, but also the warehouses
where tobacco is auctioned and sold have a special
place in the city's history. With the rapidly increas
ing production of tobacco in the late 1700s and
early 1800s came construction of the first tobacco
warehouses in northeastern Kentucky. By order of
the Virginia legislature, the Limestone Warehouse
was built in Mason Co., in 1787 (Maysville was not
yet a city then, and the territory that became Ken
tucky was a county of Virginia.) The Limestone

the states. Jackson was also able to use the veto to

houses tobacco but is rented out to a manufactur

strike a blow against his political enemy Henry
Clay. U.S. secretary of state Martin van Buren
largely authored the veto message. Public meetings
protesting Jackson's veto were held in Kentucky.
The Maysville Road Bill was the center of a na
tional debate on the power of government and the
direction of the federal government. A first-class
road between Maysville and Lexington, in Clay's
opinion, would benefit the entire country. It would

ing company.

facilitate commerce, trade, and even national de

fense and thus deserved the support of the national
government. Jackson's position was the one that
prevailed, however. Because the Maysville Rd. was
totally within the confines of a single state, he be
lieved it did not deserve federal support. Also, in
his strict-constructionist viewpoint, the Constitu
tion did not allow for such support. This view of
the role of the national government dominated na
tional thinking up to the Civil War. It left internal
improvements in the hands of the states. It also
permanently stymied the development of the sec
tion of Kentucky that lay along the proposed road's
path. No first-class highway between Maysville
and Lexington has ever been completed.
Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.

Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
Friend, Craig Thompson. Along the Maysville Road:

The Early Republic in the Trans-Appalachian
West. Knoxville: Univ. of Tennessee Press, 2005.

Warehouse later was called Farmers and then In

dependent No. 2. Independent No. 2 no longer

Through the years, Maysville has ranked sec
ond in the world, behind Lexington, as the leading
burley tobacco market. Many farmers have trav
eled from Eastern Kentucky, and some from even
greater distances, such as from West Virginia, In
diana, Mississippi, and Kansas, to sell their tobacco
at warehouses in Maysville. In 1912 the largest to
bacco warehouse in the world, the Home Tobacco

Warehouse, was built in Maysville. The 1933 har
vest saw tobacco arriving from six different states.
By 1974 Maysville had 14 warehouses, where 23.3
million pounds of tobacco were sold. Just nine
years later, in 1983, Maysville sold 49 million
pounds in 18 different warehouses. During their

heyday, tobacco warehouses featured the chanting
of auctioneers as buyers traveled down the rows
where burley leaves filled the floors.
The sale of tobacco in Maysville has de
creased dramatically, from 503 million pounds
in 1997 to 95 million in 2001. The switch to con

tracts with cigarette companies and large quota
cuts are mainly to blame for this massive de
crease. Also, the negative connotation that smok
ing has developed over the years has damaged
tobacco's reputation, forcing many farmers to
rely on alternative crops. Farmers have endeav
ored to grow different crops with the aid of the
Master Tobacco Settlement and with help from

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

extension offices.

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Library of Congress. A Century of Lawmaking for a

Of the 31 tobacco warehouses grouped around
Maysville, only 5 were being used for tobacco in
2004. Two of those are running under contracts,
and the other three still conduct auctions. Finding
new ways to use these rundown, empty ware
houses has been a challenge for city officials in
Maysville. Many warehouses are rented to manu
facturing companies, others are sitting empty, and
some are facing demolition. With purchasers buy
ing directly, there is not much need for these

New Nation: U.S. Congressional Documents

and Debates, 1774–1875. Register of Debates, 21st
Congress, 1st session. http://memory.loc.gov/ (ac
cessed September 23, 2006).
John Klee

MAYSVILLE TOBACCO WAREHOUSES.

Maysville, in Mason Co., is a tobacco town. De
spite tobacco's decreasing popularity in recent

facilities.

Alexander, John. "Maysville Ranked Second among
Kentucky Markets,” Maysville Ledger Indepen
dent, November 24, 1974.

Coutant, Betty. “Bills Related to Tobacco Moving in
Statehouse,” Maysville Ledger Independent, Feb
ruary 28, 2001.

Fryman,Virgil"Maysvilleleaf Market First"Maysville
Ledger Independent, October 26, 1960.
“Kentucky Expansion,” Maysville Ledger Indepen
dent, Tobacco ed., November 20, 1986.

Maysville Centennial Exposition Commission. As
We Look Back: Maysville, 1833–1933. Maysville,
Ky: Daily Independent, 1933.
Peterson, Bill. Interview by Heather Gulley, Decem

ber 7, 2004, Maysville, Ky.
The Spirit of a Greater Maysville and Mason County.

Maysville, Ky: Daily Independent, 1930.
“Warehouses Built in 1783," Maysville Ledger Inde
pendent, Tobacco ed., 1974.

Heather Gulley

McARTHUR, JAMES MADISON (b. January
3, 1810, Georgetown, Ky.; d. February 10, 1900,
Dayton, Ky.) James McArthur, a legislator, devel
oper, and city official, was the son of Peter and
Mary Michie Tomkins McArthur. James's father, a
surveyor, was employed to locate land warrants for
veterans of the Revolutionary War. As payment
for his services, he was given part of the land he
surveyed, and by this means he acquired vast
amounts of real estate. The family moved to New
port in 1815, where James was educated in the best
private schools of the day. He then entered Centre
College at Danville, Ky., at age 15, but remained
there just one year, preferring to pursue a business
career. After his father died on July 21, 1828, James
took over management of his father's holdings and
managed the estate. He married Mary J. Stricker
on March 28, 1837, and they had seven children.
McArthur began investing in real estate and soon
became one of the largest landowners in Campbell
Co. He was responsible for much of the early devel
opment of Newport, where he built numerous
homes and businesses. He was elected a magistrate
in 1833, and he served as president of the Newport
City Council for 10 years. He entered into a part
nership with James Berry and Henry Walker in
1848 to plat and develop the city of Jamestown
(now part of Dayton, Ky). McArthur moved there,
where he served as president of the Jamestown City
Council for eight years. He was responsible for ex
tending the street railway from Newport to James
town, encouraging the development of that area.
McArthur also played a key role in the creation of
the Newport Safety Fund Bank and served as its
president from 1852 to 1856. Because he was so
generous in the granting of loans, the bank eventu
ally failed. He was twice elected to the Kentucky

House of Representatives, once in 1846 and again
in 1873. While serving as a legislator, he sponsored
a number of consumer-protection laws, such as the
Mechanic's Lien Law, the Cemetery Act, and a law
authorizing the taxing of real estate to fund the
public school system. James and Mary McArthur
had been happily married for 56 years when she
died on April 6, 1893. James died in 1900 and was
buried in the Evergreen Cemetery in Southgate.

McCLANAHAN, EDWARD POAGE “ED”

The Biographical Cyclopedia of the Commonwealth
of Kentucky. Chicago. John M. Gresham, 1896.
The Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cin
cinnati: I. M. Armstrong, 1878.

Campbell County Kentucky 200 Years: 1794–1994.
Alexandria, Ky: Campbell Co. Historical and Ge

Barnhorn, artist George Elmer Browne, and land.
scape artist Emile Gruppe of Gloucester, Mass.
McCarthy taught at La Salette from 1915 to
1923; she opened her own studio in 1927 in her
home and continued to teach at 321 W. 21st St. un
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barely see. She died at the St. Charles facility in
1982 and was buried at Highland Cemetery, Fort
Mitchell.

"Aileen McCarthy, Last Art Student of Frank Duve
neck." KP, January 25, 1982,8B.

til 1974. Two of her better-known students are Ber

"Former Pupil of Duveneck." KTS, March 18, 1919.4.

nealogical Society, 1994.
nard Schmidt, who was a celebrated artist in his

McBRIDE, JAMES (date and place of birth un
known; d. 1791, Fayette Co., Ky.) According to
John Bradford, the distinguished editor of the
Kentucky Gazette, in 1754 James McBride and
others came down the Ohio River in canoes and

landed at the mouth of the Kentucky River, "where
they marked on a tree, the initials of their names
and the date of the year." The tree with the carved

own right and served as chair of the art depart
ment at Thomas More College, and Marlene Von
Handorf Steele, a distinguished pastel artist who
followed McCarthy's example by attending the
Cincinnati Art Academy and teaching at various
local schools in addition to giving artlessons from

along the South Elkhorn Creek. Apparently, he
died in 1791. His estate was entangled in suits and
countersuits for the next 10 years, such land
interference claims were prevalent in the settling
of Kentucky.
"Battle of Blue Licks, RKHS 47, no. 158 (January
1949): 247–49.

Samuel Mackay Wilson Papers, 1871–1946, Special
Collections, King Library, Univ. of Kentucky, Lex.
ington, Ky.
Staples, Charles R. The History of Pioneer Lexing
ton, 1779–1806. Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky

McCLANAHAN, EDWARD POAGE “ED”

(b. 1932, Brooksville, Ky.) Author Ed McClana
han, best known for his novel The Natural Man

as late as 1784. Thus, McBride became one of the

of Blue Licks. He survived and settled on his farm

Katherine Meyer

McCarthy was best known as a portrait artist; her
subjects included her well-regarded teacher Frank
Duveneck. She is best remembered, however, as a

along with Dr. Thomas Walker in 1750, Christo
pher Gist in 1750, Capt. James Smith in 1766, and
John Finley in 1767–1769.
In April 1779 McBridejoined Robert Patterson
and several men from the fort at Harrodsburg, Ky.,
to construct the first permanent settlement at what
became the city of Lexington. In January 1780
McBride purchased Outlot H, five acres on Mul.
berry St. between Second and Short Sts. in the
original town plat of Lexington. He also owned
land in other parts of Kentucky.
In August 1782 McBride fought at the Battle

19, 1976, DI.

her own home studio on Oliver St. in Cincinnati.

initials could be seen in Port William (Carrollton)

earliest Anglo-Colonial explorers of Kentucky,

"Society—Covington," KPJanuary 12, 1931,4; January
16, 1931, 4 April 11, 1931,4; November 17, 1939.4.
"Three Receive LaSalette Recognition." CE, February

teacher who helped young artists to see more
clearly and thus paint more realistically.
The Covington Deanery Diocesan Council of
Catholic Women honored McCarthy in 1975, and
she was named a Kentucky Colonel. In 1976 she
was awarded a Medallion by La Salette Academy,
along with two other prominent citizens. Dr. J. E.
Randolph, the first African American physician
on staffat St. Elizabeth Hospital (see St. Elizabeth
Medical Center), and Mary Moser, whofounded
the Catholic Social Services (see Catholic Chari

ties) in 1948. These recognitions show how trea
sured she was by the community.
An active member of her community, McCar
thy was president of the La Salette Alumnae As
sociation, which was formed in 1931. She pre
sided over teas and organized rummage sales as
fundraisers for the school. She was also an active
member of the Cincinnati Women's Art Club.

When she was no longer able to live on her own,
she moved to St. Charles Care Center, but she

did not stop drawing. She was known at St.
Charles for the sketches she drew as long as she
could move a pencil to form the images she could

and his writings for Esquire, Playboy, and Rolling
Stone magazines, is the only child of Edward L.
and Jessie Poage McClanahan. The family moved
to Maysville in 1948, and McClanahan graduated
from Maysville High School in 1951. He attended
Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Va.,
for a year before transferring to Miami University
in Ohio, where he graduated in 1955. After enroll
ing in graduate work at Stanford University, Stan
ford, Calif., McClanahan transferred to the Uni

versity of Kentucky and earned an MA in English
there in 1958. At UK he became associated with

other Kentucky-born writers such as Wendell
Berry, Gurney Norman, and Kentucky Poet Laure
ate James Baker Hall—all of whom had received

the prestigious Wallace E. Stegner Fellowship in
Creative Writing at Stanford University. From
1958 until 1962, when McClanahan moved back to

California to accepta Stegner Fellowship, he taught
freshman English and creative writing at Oregon
State University. Through one of his students, Ken
Kesey, McClanahan became acquainted with a
group of political radicals in Haight-Ashbury in San
Francisco. Included were Kesey's Merry Prank
sters, Beat Generation icon Neal Cassady, the Black
Panthers, and Jerry Garcia, lead singer of the rock
group The Grateful Dead. Many of McClanahan's
adventures and misadventures during this period,

which has been characterized as the passing of the

Press, 1939.

Beat Generation and the rise of the Flower Chil

Stipp, G. W., comp. John Bradford's Historical Notes
on Kentucky from the Western Miscellany. 1827.

dren, found their way into his fiction and nonfic
tion, such as Famous People I Have Known (1985),
A Congress of Wonders (1996), and My VITA, If

Reprinted by John Wilson Townsend, San Fran
cisco: Grabhorn Press, 1932.

You Will: The Uncollected Ed McClanahan (1998).
Diane Perrine Coon

His long prizewinning meditation about Garcia
and the fanatical devotion of his fans, "Grateful

McCARTHY, AILEEN (b. September 19, 1886,
Covington, Ky; d. January 25, 1982, Fort Wright,
Ky.) Aileen McCarthy, the third daughter of Jere
miah and Cordelia Lambert McCarthy, taught pri
vate art lessons from her home on 21st St. in Cov

ington. While public and private schools offered
art lessons to students in the Peaselburg area of
Covington, it was more prestigious to attend Mc
Carthy's private lessons. McCarthy began drawing
as a child and studied under Sister losina White

head at La Salette Academy. When she gradu
ated from La Salette in 1905, she continued her ed

ucation at the Cincinnati Art Academy, where she
won scholarships and was tutored by Frank Du
veneck. She also studied under sculptor Clement

Aileen McCarthy, ca. 1970.

Dead I Have Known," is just one example. As a lec
turer at Stanford, McClanahan, using the moniker
Captain Kentucky, often sported a knee-length red
velvet cape, granny glasses, and Peter Panboots. In
1964 Esquire magazine included McClanahan in
alist of up-and-coming writers.
After Stanford, McClanahan taught creative
writing at the University of Kentucky for a year,
and then at the University of Montana from 1973
until 1976. After that he returned to Kentucky,
where he makes a livingdoing farm workin Henry
Co. for his old friend Wendell Berry while con
tinuing to work on his books. Also, on occasion, he
has taught creative writing as a part-time instruc
tor at Northern Kentucky University. "My career
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has been a series of fits and starts," McClanahan

said. "I am, what you might call, a meticulous writer.
I don't just write—I compose." McClanahan's
work, though limited in quantity, has been well re
ceived. The title story of A Congress of Wonders
was turned into a prizewinning short film in 1993,
and in 1994 McClanahan was the subject of an
hour-long documentary on Kentucky Educational
Television. “Ed is a stylist—a man intricately aware
of how he sounds, meticulously attentive to the nu
ances of diction, rhythm, syntax," said Berry. "Ed's
language is his compass and map."
Of the stories McClanahan has written, along,
reflective profile of Little Enis, “the World's Great
est Left-Handed, Upside-down Guitar Player."
which appeared in Playboy, is his personal favor
ite. McClanahan founded, directed, and chaired

the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Writers' Roundtable,
held annually since 1998 at Hanover College in
Madison, Ind. In 2002 Larkspur Pressin Monterey,
Ky., published McClanahan's memoir Fondelle;
or, The Whore with a Heart of Gold. In 2003 Mc
Clanahan served as editor of Spit in the Ocean #7.
All about Kesey, a tribute issue of the late Kesey's
self-published magazine, and he contributed the
introduction to Kesey's Jail Journal, a volume fea
turing Kesey's artwork. McClanahan's most recent
work, The Return of the Son of Needmore, is based

and made significant contributions to the first
edition of Collins's History of Kentucky. Mc

Clung was considered one of the best historical
writers of his day. However, he often added details
from his fertile imagination that were later retold
as fact by other writers. Some of the events for
which his version deviates from the accepted one
include the Battle of Blue Licks, the Siege of
Bryants Station, and the Battle of Dayton, Ky. (see
Rogers' Defeat).
McClung began the study of law in 1834 and
was admitted to the bar the following year. He be
gan practicing law in Mason Co. in 1835 and soon
became one of its most prominent attorneys. In
1838 he was elected to the Kentucky legislature. He
returned to the ministry in 1849 and for the next
nine years pastored churches in Louisville, India
napolis, Maysville, Cincinnati, and Augusta, Ga.
He was offered the presidency of Hanover College

port. He served as chairman of the board (20
years) and legal counsel (25 years) for the Florence
Deposit Bank, at that time the largest bank in

Florence, Ky. He served as president of the Ken
tucky County Attorneys Association and of the
Florence Rotary Club and was a Paul Harris Fel

low of the Florence Rotary Club. McEvoy was an
original member of the Northern Kentucky Busi
nessmen's Association and a Northern Ken

tucky University Foundation board member, as
well as a member of St. Paul Catholic Church
in Florence.

It was said that organized crime wanted no
part of Boone Co. while McEvoy was the county
attorney. He was approached many times to run
for state office but did not want to leave Boone Co.

He loved practicing law; that was his passion. He
died in 1989 and was entombed at St. Mary Cem
etery Mausoleum in Fort Mitchell.

in Madison, Ind., in 1858, but he declined.

“William P. McEvoy, 74, Attorney, Political Leader."

McClanahan, who has been married three
times, has five children. He and his third wife,

McClung was an excellent leader and orator;
however, he preferred to spend his leisure time
alone, seldom developing close relationships. Be
cause of his hectic schedule, he developed health
problems, which were diagnosed as dyspepsia
(possibly stomach ulcers). As treatment, he was
placed on a strict diet and told to take long walks as
exercise; however, his severe pain persisted. Hop
ing to improve his health, he took a vacation to Ni
agara Falls, N.Y., in 1859. While swimming in the
Niagara River, about three miles above the falls, he
drowned. His body went over the falls and was re

Hilda, live in Lexington, which he has called home

trieved four days later near the mouth of the Niag

his BA (1847) and his MA (1850) from Ohio Wes

Since 1991.

ara River. Some considered his death an accident,

leyan in Delaware, Ohio. From 1851 through 1856,
he taught at Madison College in Antrim, Ohio.
From there, he moved on to Miami University,
Oxford, Ohio, where he became a professor of
mathematics and astronomy. An excellent teacher
with a great sense of humor, McFarland demon

on his hometown of Brooksville and includes the

revival of his self-based character, Harry Eastep.

..My VITA, If You Will. The Uncollected Ed Mc

while others speculated that it might have been
suicide. His body was brought back to Mason Co.
and buried in the Maysville Cemetery.

Clanahan. Washington, D.C.: Counterpoint, 1998.

Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincin

O'Bryan, Danny. “Captain Kentucky," Kentucky
Monthly, January 2001, 41.

Cyclopedia of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. Chi

McClanahan, Ed. Interview by Stephen M. Vest, De

cember 11, 2004, Lexington, Ky.

Stephen M. West
McCLUNG, JOHN A. (b. September 25, 1804,
Washington, Ky.; d. August 6, 1859, Niagara River,
N.Y.). A distinguished preacher, lawyer, and writer,
Rev. John Alexander McClung was theson of Judge
William McClung, a grandson of Col. Thomas
Marshall Jr., and a nephew of John Marshall,
chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. McClung
was educated in a private school near Versailles in
Woodford Co., Ky., run by his uncle Dr. Louis
Marshall. At age 18 he entered the Princeton Theo
logical Seminary in New Jersey, where he studied
for two years. In 1825 he married Eliza Johnson, a
sister of Judge Josiah Stoddard Johnson and of
Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston. McClung was li
censed to preach in 1828 and for the next two years
served as pastor of the Presbyterian Church at
Washington, Ky.
McClung left the ministry in 1830 to pursue a
career as a writer. His first book, Camden, a Tale

of the South, was published that year; in 1832 an
other one, Sketches of Western Adventure, was
published. He also wrote numerous newspaper
articles during those years. He became a friend of
noted Kentucky historian Judge Lewis Collins

nati. J. M. Armstrong, 1878.
cago: John M. Gresham, 1896.
Ward, William S. A Literary History of Kentucky.
Knoxville: Univ. of Tennessee Press, 1988.

McEVOY, WILLIAM (b. June 28, 1915, Cler
mont Co., Ohio; d. December 23, 1989, Florence,

Ky). County attorney William Peter McEvoy was
the son of John and Jenny Jameson McEvoy. He
graduated from Lloyd Memorial High School
in Erlanger, attended Centre College in Danville,
Ky., on a football scholarship, and went to the
Chase College of Law. In 1940 he married Mar
garet Kaelin, and they had one child. McEvoy was a
1st sergeant in the U.S. Army during World War
II. He served as an associate justice of the U.S. Su

KP, December 25, 1989, 9K.

Nancy J. Tretter
MCFARLAND, ROBERT WHITE (b. June 16,

1825, Concord Twp., Champaign Co., Ohio; d.
October 23, 1910, Oxford, Ohio). A university
professor and administrator, he was the son of
Robert and Eunice Dorsey McFarland and a de
scendant of the frontier scout Simon Kenton.

Robert W. McFarland began his college education
at Augusta College in Bracken Co. He received

strated the stars to his students from a wooden

platform built above the roof of his home. On two
separate occasions during the Civil War, he
commanded contingents of Miami University
students serving in the 86th Ohio Volunteer Regi
ment. His unit was given the assignment of trans
porting Confederate general John Hunt Morgan
and Morgan's band of marauders to prison at
Camp Chase in Columbus, Ohio, and the task was
accomplished without one prisoner escaping. In
1873 McFarland received the keys to Miami Uni
versity's physical plant as the school was being
shut down. He then became one of the first profes
sors at the opening of the new agricultural and
mechanical school, Ohio State University, in Co

first Catholic to be elected in Boone Co., was the

lumbus. In September 1885, with the reopening of
Miami University, he returned as its eighth presi
dent. He served only three years, resigning be

county attorney for 28 years, retiring in 1977. After
his first election, he ran unopposed. He was chair

the need for reforms. He spent his last years work

preme Court by appointment in 1948. McEvoy, the

cause of a conflict with the board of trustees over

man of the Boone Co. Democratic Party for 18

ing as a consulting engineer. He died at home in

years, a member of the Democratic State Executive
Committee for 20 years, and chief counsel for the
state Democratic Party more than five years.
A founding member of the Cincinnati/
Northern Kentucky International Airport
Board, McEvoy was also chief counsel for the air

Oxford in 1910 and was buried at the Oxford

Cemetery. McFarland is one of many prominent
academics once associated with Northern Ken

tucky's Augusta College.
Havighurst, Walter. The Miami Years: 1809–1984.
New York: G. P. Putnam's, 1984.

McLAUGHLIN, CHARLES J.

Rankins, Walter H. Augusta College. Frankfort, Ky.
Roberts, 1955.

McGRADY, THOMAS (b. June 6, 1863, Lexing
ton, Ky.; d. November 27, 1907, San Francisco, Ca
lif.). Rev. Thomas McGrady was a nationally known
Socialist author and lecturer (see Socialist Party).
The son of parents who fled Ireland during the
Great Famine, he became a lifelong advocate of the
oppressed. In 1887 he was ordained as a Catholic
priest in Galveston,Tex. and transferred to the Di
ocese of Covington (see Roman Catholics) in
1891. Bishop Camillus P. Maes appointed him
pastor of St. Edward Church in Cynthiana and
then, in 1895, of St. Anthony Catholic Church in
Bellevue. Initially a supporter of the populist
position favoring unlimited coinage of silver,
McGrady had become a Socialist by 1899. He
walked in picket lines to support laborers, lectured
nationally, and published several works, including
The Mistakes of Ingersoll (1898), The Two King
doms (1899), Beyond the Black Ocean (1901), So
cialism and the Labor Problem: A Plea for So
cial Democracy (1902), and The Catholic Church
and Socialism (1913, with Frank Bohn). Bishop
Maes, a liberal but not a Socialist, was tolerant

of him, but when other bishops and Catholics
throughout the nation began to complain about
McGrady's Socialist views, which were at odds
with Vatican teachings, Maes was forced to re
spond. He asked McGrady to retract a letter that he
had published in Wilshire's Magazine in July
1902. Instead, McGrady chose to resign as pastor
of St. Anthony's and left the diocese. He remained
a priest, continuing to write and lecture elsewhere,
and eventually moved to San Francisco and prac
ticed law. He died at St. Mary Hospital, San Fran
cisco, of a heart condition and was buried in the

Catholic cemetery in Lexington.
Scibilia, Dominic Pasquale. "Edward McGlynn,

Thomas McGrady, and Peter C. Yorke: Prophets of
American Social Catholicism," PhD diss., Mar

quette Univ., 1990.
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

Dicken was a private. On February 20, 1863, with
the Confederacy in dire need of additional troops,
McGraw and his friend Corbin were ordered by
Gen. Humphrey Marshall to return to Northern
Kentucky and recruit a company of men. While
doing so, they were captured by a squad of Union
Home Guard troops at the home of Garret Daniel,
near Rouse's Mill and the Wesley Chapel Church.
The men were taken to Demossville, Ky., then to
Cincinnati, and eventually to a military prison on
Johnson's Island, near Sandusky, Ohio. There they
were tried by a military court and sentenced to
death by firing squad. The action appears to have
been illegal, since the men were arrested on April
8, 1863, and Union general Ambrose Burnside's
order, which they were charged with violating, was
not issued until April 13, 1863. Upon hearing the
news of the sentences, their families were horri
fied. Will's sister, Melissa Corbin, traveled to Cin

cinnati to plead their case before General Burnside,
but he refused to change the decision. Undeterred,
she traveled to Washington, D.C., in an attempt to
persuade President Abraham Lincoln (1861–1865)
to spare the men's lives. The president refused to
see her, but an aide said that the request would have
to be submitted in writing. She then went to the
pastor of the church that Lincoln attended in
Washington and asked for his assistance. A Rev.
Sutherland was sympathetic to her cause and
helped her compose a written request for clem
ency. The next day, the pastor went to the Capitol
and met with Lincoln, but the president refused to
read the request. Heartbroken, Melissa returned
home the next day to await the men's fate. On May
cuted by firing squad at the prison. Several days
later, the men's bodies were returned home and

were laid out in the Corbin home on Washington
Trace. Jeff McGraw was buried in the Flagg
Springs Baptist Church Cemetery, and Will
Corbin was buried on the Corbin family farm. For
years later, residents of the area, whether Union or
Confederate sympathizers, bristled with anger at
the mere mention of the executions.

cis Corbin. Privately published, 1897.
Dicken, Absolom Columbus. “Civil War Diary of Ab

March 11, 1997, l K.

“Feds Mum on River Gauge," KP December 22, 1997,
2K.

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing.
ton: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1984.
McLAUGHLIN, CHARLES J. (b. June 6, 1888,

Covington, Ky; d. September 10, 1964, Charlottes
ville, Va.). Charles Jasper McLaughlin, a multital
ented artist and architect, was the son of Edward

Ball and Nancy Waller Sandford McLaughlin. His
paternal grandfather once owned the Big Bone
Mineral Springs Resort Hotel, in Boone Co. Born
and raised in Covington, McLaughlin studied art
under the renowned artist Frank Duveneck and

Paris, France, and in Belgium, Italy, and Greece.
McLaughlin painted portraits, pictures of animals,
and scenes of everyday life, using oil on canvas. He
worked for the Rookwood Pottery on Mount Ad
ams in Cincinnati from 1913 to 1920, and there he

displayed his artwork on Rookwood pottery.
McLaughlin married Dorothy Kellogg and they
had two children, Nancy and Ralph. In 1916
Charles designed and built the family home at 32!

of Falmouth. McKinneysburg sits within a bend of
the Licking River, almost in Harrison Co., and is

apartments on the first floor, and the McLaughlin
family lived on the second, with 15-foot ceilings
and large windows, affording a spectacular view of
the Ohio River. The McLaughlins used their home
to entertain many celebrities, including actors,
musicians, and opera stars. On July 30, 1922, Dor
othy McLaughlin died of suicide, at age 34.
For several years, McLaughlin taught architec
ture and design at Texas A&M College, College
Station,Tex. He was a member of the Christopher
Gist Historical Society, the Cincinnati Art Club,
and the McDowell Society. Later in life, he spent
summers in Covington and winters at his art stu
dios in Saldillo, Mexico, and Twenty-Nine Palms,
Calif. He died at age 76 while visiting with his
daughter, Nancy McLaughlin Dammann, in Char

one of the most southern cities of Northern Ken

lottesville, Va. He was cremated and his ashes were

Solom Columbus Dicken, 1862–1865," Kenton Co.

Public Library, Covington, Ky., Campbell Co. His
torical Society, Alexandria, Ky. Also available at the
National Archives, Washington, D.C.

McGRAW, T.J. (b. ca. 1837, Flagg Springs, Ky; d.
May 15, 1863, Johnson's Island, Ohio). Thomas Jef.
ferson "Jeff" McGraw spent his childhood years in
southern Campbell Co. He was a friend of Wil
liam Francis Corbin, who lived on Washington

Wessling, Jack. Early History of Campbell County
Kentucky, Alexandria, Ky. Privately published,

Trace Rd., and Absolom Columbus “Lum”
Dicken, who lived on California Crossroads. He

McKINNEYSBURG. This small town, whose

moved with his family to Virginia during his teen
age years. On April 17, 1862, McGraw enlisted in
the Confederate Army at Moccasin, Va. He asked
to be attached to the Kentucky 4th Cavalry, where
he would serve with his friends from Campbell Co.
McGraw must have been fairly well educated, be
cause he held the rank of captain in the Kentucky
Cavalry. Will Corbin was a 1st lieutenant, and Lum

Dreihaus, Bob. "Old Bridge Bows to a Flow." KP

Riverside Dr. in Covington. The house had two

Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.

Paul A. Tenkotte

school.

later continued his art education at the Sorbonne,

Demoss, John C. The Short Story of William Fran

December 1982): 209-35.

it survived the floods of 1937 and 1964, but not

the flooding of March 1997, when its centersection
collapsed into the water. This spot along the Lick
ing River is where in 1994 the federal government
removed one of its 18 automatic river-level gauges
in Kentucky, for budgetary reasons. Many people
contend that the gauge, if it had not been removed,
might have alleviated flood conditions farther
downstream at Falmouth in 1997. Today, a river
gauge has been installed again to that part of the
Licking River. The Pendleton Co. Public School
system once had an elementary school at McKin
neysburg, and it was attended by Dr. Phillip A.
Sharp, the 1993 Nobel Prize laureate in Physiol.
ogy or Medicine. He was a student there during the
late 1940s and early 1950s, and he remembers ap
preciatively the fine training he received at the

15, 1863, Jeff McGraw and Will Corbin were exe

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The
Terrar, Toby. "Catholic Socialism: The Reverend
Thomas McGrady," Ecumenist 21 (November
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1997.

Jack Wessling

name is sometimes spelled "McKenneysburg," is
located in Pendleton Co., six miles south-southeast

tucky. The town was named for the many members
of the McKinney family who lived in its vicinity.
The historic McKinneysburg Bridge across the
river at McKinneysburg was constructed in 1862;

returned to Cincinnati for burial next to his wife,
in Spring Grove Cemetery.

"Charles McLaughlin. Widely-Known Artist,” CE,
September 11, 1964,38.
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McLEOD, JOHN C.

"McLaughlin, Noted Artist, Dies at 76, KP Septem
ber 10, 1964, 1.

Peck, Herbert. The Book of Rookwood Pottery. New
York: Crown, 1968.

Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati.
Stamm, Michelle. “Riverside Renaissance: Coving

Fayette Co. Museum in Washington Court House.
McMillen's name was listed with 55 others from

MCVILLE. McVille is a quiet, close-knit commu
nity nestled in the valley of the Ohio River in west

Kentucky on a Medal of Honor memorial in Lou

ern Boone Co. Rich farmland and historic homes

isville, dedicated on November 12, 2001.

such as the Thomas Sutton Farm touch the bound

Bradford, Valerie S. "Civil War Soldier of Bracken

on the river. An ancient American Indian village,
south of the present-day town, left behind artifacts
that locals once gathered by basketfuls (see Fort
Ancient Indian Sites). McVille, established by

aries of this town that once centered its livelihood

ton's Historic Riverside District from the 18th Cen

tury to the Present,” NKH l, no. 1 (Autumn
Winter 1993): 1–22.

McLEOD, JOHN C. (b. September 27, 1877,
Covington, Ky.; d. March 24, 1962, New Rochelle,

County Received Medal of Honor in 1865, Ken
tucky Explorer, February 2006, 19.
Ohio Death Certificate No. 17811, for the year 1913.
Witherspoon, Carol A. "Two Medals of Honor
Awarded,” Fayette Co. Museum, Washington
Court House, Ohio.
Caroline R. Miller

N.Y.). John C. McLeod, a black veterinarian, was
the son of John S. and Anna McLeod. His father

was the first principal of Lincoln-Grant School
in Covington. The family eventually moved to
Cincinnati, where McLeod attended public schools
and graduated from Hughes High School. He was
employed at the Phoenix Grain and Stock Ex
change in Cincinnati as an assistant bookkeeper.
On October 5, 1901, he married Elvira Cox of Cin

cinnati, and the couple had a son. John McLeod
entered the Cincinnati Veterinary College, where
he studied veterinary surgery and earned a DVM.
After graduation he was appointed the U.S. Veteri
nary Inspector in the Bureau of Animal Hus
bandry and served in the stockyards at Chicago.
Before he left for Chicago, McLeod was the only
African American veterinarian in Cincinnati.

McLeod was active in the Masonic Lodge; he
was a 32nd degree Mason, a Shriner, and a Past
Master of the St. John's Lodge in Cincinnati. Dur
ing the 1930s he moved to New Rochelle, N.Y.,
where he continued working as a veterinarian with
the U.S. Public Health Service. He died in that city
in 1962 and was buried at Malden, Mass.

“Births." KTS, August 9, 1902, 11.

Dabney, W. P. Cincinnati's Colored Citizens. Cin
cinnati: Dabney, 1926.

McNAMARA, MARY C. (b. September 2, 1865,
Covington, Ky., d. November 4, 1938, Covington,
Ky). Author Mary Catherine McNamara was the
daughter of a Covington tobacco merchant, Pat

“Death Notices,” CP, March 26, 1962, 4.

Theodore H. H. Harris

McMILLEN, FRANCIS (b. March 25, 1832,

Bracken Co., Ky.; d. March 8, 1913, Dayton, Ohio).
During the Civil War, Bracken Co. native Francis
M. McMillen enlisted in the Union Army at South
Charleston, Ohio, on August 15, 1862. He rose to
the rank of sergeant in the 110th Ohio Infantry
and was mustered out with his regiment on June
25, 1865, at Columbus, Ohio. McMillen captured
an enemy flag on April 2, 1865, at the Battle of Pe
tersburg, Va.; this deed earned him the Congres

master, owned 2 of the 17 town lots.

The need for an improved system of locks and
dams brought little McVille to the forefront of
Ohio River commerce. The river level would some

times drop as low as two feet, and river traffic

Namara family arrived from Ireland in New York
City's harbor aboard the Alexina on July 6, 1849.
They settled in Virginia but by 1860 had moved to
Covington. McNamara spent much of her early
life in Covington, where the family belonged to St.
Mary Cathedral (later named Cathedral Basilica
of the Assumption). An 1892 city directory lists
her as living at 735 Garrard St. in Covington with
her mother, McNamara's 1925 will was drawn up
in Covington, where she was a resident at that

would come to a standstill. At other times, the river

time too.

McNamara wrote her 1930 book, “Glory” of
the Hills, while staying at the Lynch Hotel in the
Appalachian coal town of Lynch, Ky. The novel is
set in Kentucky and dedicated to her parents. It was
reviewed in the fall of 1930 at the inaugural meet
ing of the Covington Business and Professional
Women's Club, held at the Covington Chamber of
Commerce (see Northern Kentucky Chamber
other pieces of literature of lesser importance."

was a raging torrent, spilling over its banks to a
depth of 71 feet. U.S. Lock and Dam No. 38 opened
near McVille in 1926 and became one of a series of

navigation dams along the Ohio River system (see
Ohio River Locks and Dams). In its day, before
the construction downstream of the Markland

Dam near Vevay, Ind., McVille's Dam No. 38 was a
critical link in this navigation system. Crops
reached their destinations with speed and effi
ciency when the river level was under control. The
river was as essential to commercial shipping as
the interstate highways are today.
On October 8, 1962, the scheduled detonation

of 5,000 pounds of dynamite ended McVille's era
as a vital part in Ohio River commerce. The struc
tures once used for the day-to-day operations of
Lock No. 38 became housing for a women's deten
tion center called the Daniel Boone Correctional

Center. Today, the former dam's buildings are
rented living space.

In the years just preceding her death, McNa
mara lived in Asheville, N.C., although she visited
Northern Kentucky frequently, often staying at
Mount St. Martin in Newport. It was during one
of her Kentucky visits, in March 1938, that McNa
mara became ill and was hospitalized at St. Eliza
beth Hospital (see St. Elizabeth Medical Center)
in Covington. She died later that year and was bur
ied at St. Mary Cemetery in Fort Mitchell. She left
herestate to the Diocese of Covington (see Roman
Catholics) as the Miss Mary McNamara Bequest
to the Mountain Missions. The bequest was used
to construct St. Michael Church in Paintsville, Ky.

sional Medal of Honor, which he received on

May 10, 1865. Only an act of conspicuous gallantry,
far above the call of duty and in the presence of an
armed enemy, merits this medal, the nation's high
est military honor. McMillen placed his life in
danger during the Appomattox Campaign, and
the act of seizing the flag spoke highly of his hero
ism. McMillen's career after the war was in carpen
try. He died in 1913 at the National Military Home
in Dayton, Ohio, at age 80, and was buried in the
Washington Cemetery in Washington Court
House, Ohio. His wife had preceded him in death.
A descendant donated his military medals to the

like its older sister city, Belleview. The local 1883
Lake atlas shows four city blocks in McVille bor
dered by Scott, Vine, Center, Main, and Front Sts.
McMullen, a contractor, paint dealer, and wharf

rick J. McNamara, and his wife Catherine. The Mc

of Commerce). McNamara also wrote “several

“Journey's End,” CE, March 26, 1962,37.

Green McMullen in 1881, was a steamboat town,

Arnim, Margaret. “Society." KP September 18, 1930, 4.
Kenton Co. Will Book, book 23, pp. 469–71.
"Kentucky Author Is Taken by Death,” KTS, Novem
ber 5, 1938, 1.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 27870, for the year
1938.

McNamara, Mary. “Glory"of the Hills. Louisville,
Ky: John P. Morton, 1930.
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The
Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Kathryn Witt

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun

ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Boone Co. Historic Preservation Review Board. His

toric Structures of Boone County, Kentucky.

Ann Arbor, Mich.: Cushing-Malloy, 2002.
Reis, Jim. "Controlling the Ohio's Flow"KP February
23, 2003, 4K.

. “Tiny Unincorporated Towns Abound in
Boone," KP December 9, 1985, 4K.
.” What's in a Name?" KP June 5, 1995, 4K.

Jannes W. Garbett
MEADOWVIEW

REGIONAL MEDICAL

CENTER. Located along the John Y. Brown Jr.
AA Highway, on a ridge south of Maysville in
Mason Co., this 101-bed acute-care hospital pro
vides health care in the eastern part of the North
ern Kentucky region. As the successor to the Hays
wood Hospital in Maysville proper, the center
serves a seven-county market area: its homecounty
of Mason, Brown and Adams counties across the

Ohio River in Ohio, and four additional Kentucky
counties, Robertson, Fleming, Lewis, and Bracken.
The new $6 million, three-story facility was dedi
cated on January 23, 1983, and opened as the
Meadowview Regional Hospital. It was first owned

MEANWELL, JACK L.

and managed by the Hospital Corporation of
American (HCA); the name was changed to Co
lumbia Hospital Maysville in 1996 as a result of the
merger of Columbia Healthcare Corporation with
HCA, both major players in the national acute
health-care industry. The facility's name was later
changed to the Meadowview Regional Medical
Center for public relations reasons and to empha
size its regional market. The center offers most of
the standard specialties of a major hospital, since
there is no other acute-health-care facility within
many miles. The replacement of the not-for-profit
Hayswood Hospital by a for-profit healthcarecen
ter has pumped new blood (capital, resources, tal
ent, and experience) into hospital care in this area.
For 5 of the past 10 years, the Joint Commission of
the Accreditation of Hospitals Organization has
ranked the Meadowview Regional Medical Center
among the top 100 hospitals in the United States.
The Meadowview Regional Medical Center is the
largest of the rural hospitals in this part of Ken
tucky, and for trauma victims who need medical
attention within that first critical hour, the center

has proven to beliterally a lifesaver.
"Maysville Hospital Reverts to Old Name," KPJanu
ary 24, 1998, 1.

"Maysville's Meadowview Ranks among Top 100 U.S.
Hospitals," KPDecember 7, 1995, 16A.
Meadowview Regional Medical Center. www
meadowviewregional.com (accessed June 25, 2007).

Cincinnati area in 1947, taking up residence in
Northern Kentucky. Jack lived with Marjory's par

his watercolors. In 1983 he was one of fewer than

ents in Fort Mitchell. Soon, Meanwell received half

20 Northern Kentuckians to show artworks in

of the Wallingford Coffee business from Marjory's
father. Eventually, the Meanwells moved to Er
langer. Much later, Jack Meanwell took up resi
dence in Southgate, where he lived until the early

"Kentucky Revisited, 1983" in Frankfort.
By 1984 Meanwell's reputation prompted an
interview by the Cincinnati Enquirer art critic
Owen Findsen. The interview focused on Canada's

Group of Seven show at the Cincinnati Art Mu

In 1972, seeking to devote himself full-time to
his painting, Meanwell sold his half interest in the
Wallingford Coffee Company. By 1976 he was
teaching at the Art Academy of Cincinnati, where
he remained for the next 25 years. In addition, be
ginning in 1979, he taught art at Northern Ken
tucky University at Highland Heights.
Following a divorce, Jack Meanwell married
two more times, the last time to Mary Ann Shaf

seum, as well as Meanwell's showsat both locations

fer, and moved to Cincinnati, where he lived the

rest of his life. He did, however, operate an art stu
dio for about 25 years at Elmwood Hall, in
Ludlow.

The Meanwells spent many summers in the
rugged wilderness of Canada's McGregor Bay,
where Jack found inspiration for his landscapes.
His grandparents the Jenkinses were the first non
native people in McGregor Bay, and the McGregor
tradition continued with his parents, who also had
a summer home there. Eventually, Jack bought his
own home and island in the same area and re

MEANWELL, JACK L. (b. February 6, 1919,
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada; d. June 7, 2005,
Cincinnati, Ohio). The painter John "Jack" Leon
ard Meanwell was the son of Leonard William and

and Ohio, with an occasional show in New York

Mary Eleanor Jenkins Meanwell. Jack Meanwell's
father, an architect, was born in Rugby, England,
and immigrated to the western provinces of Can
ada. Not finding a demand for architects there, he
moved his family eastward to Windsor, Ontario,
where he secured a lifelong position at the interna
tionally renowned architectural firm of Albert

City, Chicago, Toronto, and Windsor. The first of

grandfather's interests in painting. He began his
study of art with figure drawing in high school and
received further training at Meinzinger's Art
School and at the Society of Arts and Crafts, both

Ohio University, Lancaster, featured an exhibit of

1980s.

turned year after year.
As Meanwell was becoming one of Cincinnati
and Northern Kentucky's most accomplished
modern painters, his works were displayed in
nearly 100 exhibits at many galleries in Kentucky

Kahn in Detroit, Mich. Jack shared his father's ar.
tistic talents, as well as his mother's, aunt's, and
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his local exhibits was in 1969. Meanwell had the

privilege of exhibiting in the governors mansions
in both Ohio (1974) and Kentucky (1979). In 1981
he participated in the Cincinnati Art Museum's
traveling exhibition, as well as its Invitational.
Merida Galleries in Louisville hosted Meanwell in
1977, 1979, and 1982. One of his earliest one-man

shows was in 1979 at the Shaw Rimmington Gal
lery in Toronto. In February 1981 the Gallery at

in Detroit.

of the Closson galleries in Cincinnati. Findsen said
Meanwell's paintings were "charged with colorand
energy" and had "a freedom that is far beyond the
Group of Seven." In 2001 the curator of collections
at the Miami (Ohio) University Art Museum, Edna
Southard, described the Meanwell works exhibited

there as "dramatic landscapes and figures painted
with bright bold colors and energetic brush
strokes." She added, "The bright, abstract images
are infused with power and originality."
Closson's was the primary gallery that repre
sented the prolific Jack Meanwell throughout
much of his career. One of Closson's early Mean
well shows (1979) was described as a "Forceful Art

for a Vast Landscape" by art critic Findsen. Clos
son's held multiple exhibits of Meanwell's work at
its downtown Cincinnati store. On February 3,
1996, Closson's opened "25 Years with Jack Mean
well" in downtown Cincinnati; the exhibit was

shown at the firm's second gallery in Kenwood on
March 28 of the same year.
In February 2001 the Art Academy of Cincin
natiheld a retirement party for Meanwell. Findsen,
by then retired himself, was the master of ceremo
nies. He presented to Meanwell an honorary doc
tor of fine arts degree, which Meanwell greatly
treasured. On October 31, 2001, the Mary Ran
Gallery of Hyde Park (a suburb of Cincinnati) or
ganized and presented a major exhibit of 40 of
Meanwell's strongest paintings at Miami Univer.
sity in Oxford, Ohio. Avery handsome catalog, the
only catalog of his work ever prepared, was devel
oped for this exhibit. In November 2004 the Ran
Gallery presented Meanwell's last exhibit while he
was alive.

The works of Jack Meanwell have been gath
ered for numerous corporate and individual col
lections. In Kentucky, there are collections at the
Bardstown Gallery, Bardstown, and at the Com
monwealth Hilton in Florence. In Ohio, Meanwell
works are included in collections at Cincinnati

The Great Depression led Meanwell to learn
business art in a technical school. World War II

Bell, American Financial (Cincinnati), Marietta

followed. After a month in the Essex Scottish In

College (Marietta), Western and Southern Life

fantry, he joined the Royal Canadian Air Force,

(Cincinnati), and the Cincinnati Art Museum. In

where he instructed aircrews in radar for four

Canada, the University of Windsor and the Wind
sor Art Gallery have collections. And among indi

years. On June 27, 1942, he married Marjory Wall
ingford, of Fort Mitchell, in Windsor, Canada. He
had met Marjory when she visited McGregor Bay,
Canada, with her neighbors the Eatons. Meanwell
was working on the mailboat in McGregor Bay for
his aunt Ethel, who ran the store and the post office

vidual collectors are Tom Gaither and Rick Sack

steder. At the 2003 openingofthe Cincinnativing
of the Cincinnati Art Museum, two of Meanwell's

paintings were put on permanent display.
Meanwell died on June 7, 2005, in Cincinnati,

there.

and was cremated. After his death he was ac

In 1945 Meanwell joined Greenhow Art Stu

claimed throughout the Greater Cincinnati area.
Daniel Brown, author of the Blue Book of Cincin

dios in Windsor, Canada, which handled advertis

nati, wrote in the 2006 edition, "Greater Cincin

ing art for the Chrysler and Ford auto companies.
This type oftechnical work proved stifling for him,
so he moved with his wife and their first son to the

nati lost one of her most popular and gifted paint
Jack Meanwell, 1964

ers when Jack Meanwell died in 2005." Cliff Radel
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MEATPACKING

reported in the Cincinnati Enquirer that "Jack's
death left avoid in the local art scene. He was one

of the giants of Cincinnati's artists."
There have been two one-man shows of Mean

well's work since his death. On May 5, 2006, the
Mary Ran Gallery in Hyde Park, Cincinnati, fea
tured an exhibit "pegged as the first anniversary
exhibit of Jack's death" and "filled with muscular,

thickly painted abstract landscapes, seascapes, and
figurative works that were his signature." On De
cember 7, 2006, the second exhibit, "Jack Mean

well, a Cincinnati'ſ reasure," opened at Closson's in
Montgomery, Ohio. At the opening, Marie Rigney,
the curator of this extensive one-man show, re

ported to former student and collector Rick Sack
steder that she had pulled together 60 of Mean
well's works on paper and oils on canvas. The
subjects of the images were the familiar female fig
ure, landscapes, and florals that were so represen
tative of his abstract expressionist work during the

Milward and Oldershaw, pork packers, Covington.

last 25 years of his life.
Bauer, Marilyn. "Weekend Art Warrior: Update."
Cincinnati Com. http://frontier.cincinnati.com/
blogs/art/2006/05/weekend-art-warrior-update
asp (accessed December 13, 2006).
Findsen, Owen. "A Forceful Art for a Vast Landscape,"
CE, February 18, 1979, F8.

on the east side and, later, to the Brighton area on
the west side.

and Friend," Art Academy of Cincinnati News

Before the Covington and Lexington Rail
road was built, herds of livestock traveled along
the Covington and Lexington Turnpike,
spending the night in pens adjacent to hotels, the
animals were watered and fed at such stops. Usu
ally their first Northern Kentucky destination was
the Drovers' Inn, where the Fort Mitchell Garage
stands today along the Dixie Highway in Park
Hills. With a little luck, the drive team found buy
ers from meatpacking operations and struck a
deal. Prices received at the Drovers Inn were pub
lished in the newspapers of the day, as were the
number and type of livestock arriving in a given
day. The Drovers Inn later became known as the
Hawkins House. Housing up to 100 herders, it was
also a gathering place for political rallies of all

(Summer 2005): 1.

sorts. It closed in 1868. Local historian John Burns

— "Local Artist Creates His Own Vision of Mys.

tic North." CE, April 1, 1984, D19.
Kreimer, Peggy. "Northern Kentuckians Taking Their
Artwork to Frankfort," KP, November 25, 1983,5K.
Lansdell, Sara. "Meanwell at Merida," LCI, October 7,
1979, H16.

Meanwell, Marjory. Telephone interview by Rick
Sacksteder, June 14, 2006, Covington, Ky.
Meanwell, Mary Ann. Telephone interview by Rick
Sacksteder, June 14, 2006, Cincinnati.
Radel, Cliff. "Painter's Death Leaves Void in Local Art
Scene," CE, June 13, 2005, 1.

Smith, Gregory A. "Jack Meanwell-Painter, Teacher,

Richard M. Sacksteder

MEATPACKING. Meatpacking was one of the
major industries of Northern Kentucky during the
19thandearly 20th centuries. As early as the 1840s,
cattle drovers were herding stock, mainly hogs,
north into Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati for
slaughter, dressing, packing, local consumption,
and shipment to distant markets. Cincinnati may
have deserved its former nickname of "Porkopo
lis," but Covington also has had its share of meat
packing. In some years, as much as 30 percent of
the livestock packed in Cincinnati came from the
Central Kentucky area (Winchester, Cynthiana,
and Paris), through Northern Kentucky. Herds
were driven northward for as long as a week's time
to Covington stockyards. Some of these livestock
were processed totally in Northern Kentucky and
some were killed in Northern Kentucky and sent
immediately to Cincinnati meatpackers. Others
were taken alive across the Ohio River on ferries,

or sometimes driven over the frozen river (later

over the John A. Roebling Bridge); the animals
were taken through the streets of downtown Cin
cinnatito slaughterhouses in the Deer Creek valley

has noted that Covington had as many as 19 simi
lar places of rest, and it is possible that the parents
of Kentucky governor William Goebel (1900)
ran such an establishment.

Once a deal was negotiated and the herd was
no longer the responsibility of the seller, the drov
ers were free to spend a night or two "on the town"
in Covington, before returning home. Cattle that
did not change hands at the Drovers' Inn were
herded down the hill to Lewisburg, where Coving
ton's first stockyard was located. Business activity
was somewhat seasonal; the peak numbers of hogs
arrived beginning about the first of November of
each year. Other animals had different peak sea
sons. It was easier andless expensive for farmers to
sell their animals rather than to feed them over the

winter. Other factors that influenced the industry
were the amounts of grain available for feed pur.
poses and the quantities of rainfall during growing
seasons. Drought conditions frequently made it
necessary for producers to send their animals to
markets to be slaughtered prematurely.
At theslaughterhouses, the animals were killed
with a blow to the head or a knife to the throat, cut

up into the various sides, hung to dry, dressed,

packed in salt from West Virginia's Kanawha River
(see Frederick Laidley), and shipped to East
Coast markets such as New York City and Phila
delphia. Some hogs were shipped to England,
where consumers preferred to have their pork pre
pared differently: the pigs' bristles were singed in
large, airtight hot rooms before shipment. Most lo
cal pigs lost their hair by being dipped in scalding
hot water. There were years when 500,000 hogs
were slaughtered and processed in Cincinnati
while another 100,000 were being processed in
Covington. It has been said that Cincinnatifed the
Union Army during the Civil War with its pork;
reportedly, a portion of that pork also found its
way illegally to the Southern army. Pork was the
preferred meat, for, unlike beef, it could be packed
and salted away for years in 31-inch white or burr
oak barrels. In addition, some hogs provided as
much as 30 pounds of lard, which was used for lu
brication, cooking, candle-making, and soap, cat
tle hides were used for such things as the manufac.
ture of shoes and baseballs.

Once the railroad arrived in Covington, the
stockyards moved to a location near the Coving
ton and Lexington's rail line at 22nd St., between
modern Donaldson Ave. and the tracks. It became

known as the Central Covington Stockyards, and
the yards remained, though not in operation at the
end, until sold to the Donaldson Lithographing
Company of Newport, in 1913. The livestock pens
were wedged between the tracks and the old
Banklick Rd., making it easy to receivestockeither
from the trains or via the Banklick Turnpike. As
many as four trains per day arrived from Central
Kentucky. The days of the weeklong drives were
gone by this time, so the animals sent to slaughter
arrived faster and generally in better health. Cen
tral Kentucky farmers owned the Northern Ken
tucky stockyards and thus had both a vested inter
est in the successful operation of the businesses
and a place to sell their livestock. Once the railroad
was able to cross the Ohio River in Newport over
the L&N Bridge (1872), in Ludlow across the Cin
cinnati Southern Railroad Bridge (1877), and

MEDAL OF HONOR, CONGRESSIONAL

in Covington via the Chesapeake and Ohio
Railroad Bridge (1888), most cattle were shipped
directly into Ohio; cattle destined for Covington
packers were offloaded at the Covington rail yards.
When refrigeration became available, the major
packers moved on to Chicago.
Over time, several stockyards did business in
Covington along the railroad into the city. Many

family operation, Bluegrass Meats in Crescent
Springs, Longgone are the days when local butcher
shops, such as Ebert's Meats in Newport, led live

were situated on Russell St., near 16th St., and re

animals into their basements, where the animals

placed the Central Covington yards farther south.

were killed and processed on the spot.

ration; Kahn's used to be located along Spring
Grove Ave. in Cincinnati, near that city's former
stockyards. Smaller Northern Kentucky packers
have included C. Rice Packing (Direct Meats), once
at Patton St. and Eastern Ave., and another Rice
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1920), who was born at Maysville, in Mason Co.
He received his medal for saving the life of a cap
tain at Eastport, Miss., on October 10, 1864. Dar
rough was buried in the Grand Army of the Re
public Cemetery, Watseka, Ill. Carroll Co. native
Pvt. John Davis (1838–1901) received his medal for

capturing the Confederate flagofthe Worrill Grays
in February 1865 at Cullodon, Ga. He was buried
in the Fort Logan National Cemetery in Sheriden,
Colo. Sgt. Francis M. McMillen (1832–1913),
who was born and raised in Bracken Co., received

The newer ones, north of the Kenton Junction rail

"Cattle in Stampede," KP September 18, 1928, 1.
road intersection, allowed for the easy loading of
cattle cars from the east off the Chesapeake and

“Council to Close Street for New Plant,” KP, October

Ohio Railroad after 1888, in addition to the Louis

“New Stockyards,” CE, April 9, 1899, 3.
“Plant," KP, April 4, 1904, I.
Pork Packers Association of Chicago. Packing of the
West. Chicago. Pork Packers Association, 1876.
Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington

ville and Nashville (formerly the Kentucky
Central and the Covington and Lexington) Rail
road. Other stockyards in Covington included the
Jennings and Wilkerson facility that opened for
business in 1875; that same year, the Nagel Slaugh
ter House was operating in Lewisburg, and the
Benzinger Slaughter House on Burnet St. in
Austinburg burned. Fire was a common problem
for meatpacking companies.
The foremost packer in Covington's history
operated for only a decade. The firm of Milward
and Oldershaw was situated along the banks of the
Licking River and flourished during the 1850s. Its
specialty was singed pork for the English market.
The firm was the largest pork processor in the
United States in 1850, with the capacity to prepare
as many as 1,000 hogs per day. During the 1849
1850 season, Milward and Oldershaw packed
25,000 hogs. Its plant burned to the ground in
1859. That same year saw Daniel Ruttle begin his
meatpacking firm, and in 1862 that company be
came the Ruttle-Schlickman Company. Its plant
was on W. 12th St., and it gained a national reputa
tion for its quality pork products. In 1885 Ruttle's
retail operation at Seventh and Madison Ave.
burned, and by 1902 both Ruttle and Schlickman
were dead. In 1904 the company went bankrupt,
and the business was assigned to John Osterholtby
the Kenton Co. Fiscal Court. Ruttle's descendants

21, 1913, 2.

and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.
“Will Wreck Landmark,” KP, October 26, 1917, 1.

his medal for capturing the Confederate flag at Pe
tersburg, Va., on April 2, 1865. He was buried in
the Washington Cemetery at Washington Court
House, Ohio. Civil War drummer William H.

Horsfall (1847–1922), was born and raised in

Newport. At the age of 14, he was one of the youn
gest ever to receive the medal. He was credited with
rescuing a wounded officer who was trapped be
tween battle lines at Corinth, Miss. He was buried

in Evergreen Cemetery, Southgate, Pvt. William
Michael R. Sweeney
MEDAL OF HONOR, CONGRESSIONAL.

Through 2008, 56 Medals of Honor have been
awarded to Kentuckians, 16 of whom had North

ern Kentucky connections.
During the Revolutionary War, Gen. George
Washington began the practice of awarding med
als to soldiers for individual acts of heroism. Those

early awards were called Badges of Military Merit.
Awards were also made during the Mexican War
(1846–1847) but were called Certificates of Merit.

On July 25, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln
signed legislation creating the Medal of Honor.
Congress changed the name to the Congressional
Medal of Honor in 1918. The purpose of the medal
was to honor members of the armed forces who

displayed acts of heroism beyond the call of duty.
Initially, the medal was given only for heroism in
armed conflict, but later it was also awarded for
noncombat heroism. Each branch of service de

became well-known Covington florists. In 1928

signed its own version of the medal. The Congres
sional Medal of Honor is the only medal issued by

Covington experienced a cattle stampede, when a

the armed services that is worn on a ribbon around

herd being driven from the Russell St. pens to the
C. Rice plant on the east side became unruly and
got out of hand at 16th and Madison Ave. Traffic
was stopped for an hour before the herd could be
regrouped.
Atone time, Augusta, Falmouth, and Williams
town had stockyards where the buying, selling,
and trading of livestock took place on specified
days each month. Maysville still has a small stock
yard facility. That city lost two stockyards to fires:
in 1940 the old Carlisle Stockyard burned, and in
January 1994 its replacement, Maysville Stock
yards, burned. In the 19th century, there were
slaughterhouses in Finchtown, just south of New
port along the Short Line (Louisville, Cincin
nati, and Lexington Railroad) to Louisville.
Today, Bobby Mackey's nightclub on the Wilder
Pk. just outside Newport sits on land where a
slaughterhouse once operated. Meatpacking now
takes place in southern Campbell Co. in Claryville,
at the Kahn's plant, owned by the Sara Lee Corpo

the neck. The medal is usually presented in person
by the president of the United States. More than
3,400 individuals have received the honor, more

than half of them posthumously. Recipients of the
award have come from all 50 states. Twenty indi
viduals have been awarded the medal twice. The

only woman to receive the Medal of Honor was Dr.
Mary Edwards Walker (1832–1919). Some of the
famous people honored in this way are Buffalo Bill
Cody, Adm. Richard Byrd, Jimmy Doolittle, Eddie
Rickenbacker, Douglas MacArthur, Theodore
Roosevelt, and Charles Lindberg. Two recipients of
the medal have had movies made about the mili

tary actions that led to the award: World War I
hero Alvin C. York (1887–1964) and the most dec
orated World War II veteran, Audie Leon Mur

phy (1924–1971). A Veteran's Convention is held
each year, at which living Medal of Honor recipi
ents are recognized and their exploits recounted.
The first Northern Kentuckian to receive the

Medal of Honor was Sgt. John S. Darrough (1841–

Steinmetz (1847–1903), also born and raised in

Newport, was awarded the medal for gallantry
during a charge by his volunteer storming force at
Vicksburg, Miss. He was buried in the Wesleyan
Cemetery in Cincinnati, Pvt. Charles Wesley Run
dle (1842–1924) grew up in Covington. He received
his medal for gallantry with the same volunteer
storming force. He is buried in the Los Angeles
National Cemetery. Sgt. Cavalry M. Young (1840–
1909) was awarded his medal for capturing Con
federate Gen. William Cabell in Osage, Kans. He
was buried in Highland Cemetery, Fort Mitchell.
Covington-born Sgt. Thomas Shaw (1846–
1895) was a member of the African American cav
alry regiment known as the Buffalo Soldiers. He
won his medal for stubbornly holding his ground,
in an extremely exposed position, against a supe
rior force of Indians at Carrizo Canyon, N. Mex,
on August, 12, 1881. He was buried at Arlington
National Cemetery. Pvt. Thomas Sullivan (1859–
1940), also born in Covington, was awarded the
medal for gallantry in action against Indians on
December 29, 1890, in the Chiricahua Mountains

of Arizona. He was buried in the Holy Sepulcher
Cemetery in Orange, N.J. German-born Sgt. Louis
(Lehman) Hineman (1839–1920) received his

medal in August 1875 for gallantry against the
Apache Indians during the winter of 1872–1873.
He died at his home in Newport and was buried in
St. Stephen Cemetery, Fort Thomas. Minnesota
born Col. Harry Leroy Hawthorne (1859–1948)
was stationed for a time at the Newport Bar
racks, and his parents lived nearby in the city of
Newport. As a 2nd lieutenant with a U.S. Army
artillery unit, he won his medal for distinguished
conduct in battle at Wounded Knee, S.D., during
the Indian Wars on October 11, 1892. He was a ca
reer officer who later served in World War I,

where he was awarded a Purple Heart and a Silver
Star. He was buried at Arlington National
Cemetery.
Seaman Edward W. Boers (1884–1929) was

born in Cincinnati but later moved to Bellevue, Ky.
He won his medal in peacetime by displaying ex
traordinary heroism in helping injured sailors
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after a boiler explosion aboard the U.S.S. Benning
ton on July 21, 1905, in San Diego Harbor. Boers
was buried in the Vine Street Hill Cemetery,

cines came from distant lands, such as cinchona,

across the street from the fort. He was buried in

the source of quinine, and the poppy, the primary
source of opium, many were from indigenous
sources. Among the most important medicinal
herbs that grew in Northern Kentucky were gold
enseal (Hydrastis canadensis), black snakeroot
(Cimicifuga racemosa), mayapple or mandrake
(Podophyllum peltatum), and ginseng (Panax
quinquefolius).
Goldenseal was found in open woods where
there was a rich layer of leaf mold. The plant was
abundant in the wild but quickly disappeared

Evergreen Cemetery, Southgate.

when woods were cut and the land cultivated. Used

Cincinnati.

Irish-born Cpl. Thomas M. Doherty (1869–
1906) won his medal for rescuing wounded sol
diers from the front lines while under heavy fire at
Santiago, Cuba, on July 1, 1898. After the war he
was stationed at the Fort Thomas Military Res
ervation, where he committed suicide in the rest

room of what is known today as the Midway Cafe

Samuel Woodfill (1883–1951), who was a 1st
lieutenant when he received the medal, was de

scribed by Gen. John (Black Jack) Pershing as “the
most outstanding soldier of World War I." Wood
fill was awarded the Medal of Honor for destroying
three machine gun nests near Cunel, France, on
October 12, 1918, even though he had just inhaled
mustard gas. After the war Woodfill lived in Fort
Thomas, where a school is named in his honor. He

was buried in Arlington National Cemetery.
Lt. Col. Donald C. Faith Jr. (1918–1950) grew
up in Fort Thomas, graduating from Highlands
High School and from Xavier University in Cin
cinnati. He was awarded the Congressional Medal
of Honor for leading a counterattack on November
27, 1950, against Chinese troops at the Chosin Res
ervoir in North Korea. Faith was mortally wounded
while clearing an enemy roadblock, thereby per
mitting his battalion to escape encirclement. He
was buried in Arlington National Cemetery.
Charles Clinton “Chalky" Fleek (1947–1969)
was born and raised at Petersburg in Boone Co. He
received the Congressional Medal of Honor for
bravery in the Vietnam War. On May 27, 1969, he
gave his life by throwing himself on an enemy
handgrenade to save his fellow soldiers from harm.
He was buried in the Petersburg Cemetery in
Petersburg.

as a yellow dye by American Indians, its medici
nal properties were first exploited by the eclectic
physicians, who found it effective in the treatment
of inflammation of the mucous membranes. Gold

enseal was especially valued for its effects in oph
thalmologic and gynecologic treatments.
Black snakeroot, widely available in the Ohio
River Valley, reportedly was used by early Indians.
Professor John King of Cincinnati was probably
the first to popularize its use for gynecologic con
ditions. It later became an important ingredient in
Lydia Pinkham's Vegetable Formula.
Mayapple was a common plant in the woods of
the Ohio River Valley. The active constituent of the
plant in resin form, podophyllin, was a potent ca
thartic, sometimes called "vegetable calomel."
Eclectics used it in place of the mercurial prepa
rations previously favored by many physicians.
William S. Merrell of Cincinnati was the first to

manufacture the product; it remained a popular
ingredient in laxatives for many decades.
Ginseng was also an important plant in the
Ohio River Valley. Although it never achieved gen
eral acceptance as a medicine in North America,
eclectics described its use as a mild tonic and stim

ulant, noting that some people believed it increased
virility. Ginseng was an important commercial
product as early as the end of the Revolutionary
War. Daniel Boone was involved in the trade

About: Women's History. “Mary Edwards Walker."
www.womenshistory.about.com (accessed April
25, 2006).

Congressional Medal of Honor Society. www.cmohs
.org (accessed April 25, 2006).
“Ft. Thomas Man Awarded Medal," KTS, February 6,
1919, 20.

Home of Heroes. “Hometown Heroes of the Bluegrass

during his time in Kentucky, shipping 15 tons of
the plant up the Ohio River in 1787–1788.
Other botanical medicines were also indige
nous to the fields and woods of Northern Ken

tucky, such as echinacea (Echinacea purpurea),
skullcap (Scutellaria lateriflora), and puccoon
(Sanguinaria canadensis).

State." www.homeofheroes.com (accessed April 26,
2006).

Kentucky Medal of Honor Memorial. www.kymoh
.com (accessed April 25, 2006).

Reis, Jim. "Memories of the Korean War Still Linger."
KP, July 11, 1988,4K.
"20 Years Later a Soldier's Sacrifice Is Not Forgotten,”
KP, May 24, 1989, 1K.

MEDICINAL HERBS. In 1797 Gilbert Imlay,
who had been a captain in the U.S. Army, wrote a
topographical description of the western territory
of the United States, including Kentucky. Histo
rian Michael Flannery later remarked that Imlay's
description of the fertility foretold of the manybo
tanical medicines native to Kentucky. Medicinal
products before the 20th century were predomi
nantly natural substances. Although some medi

Flannery, M. A. "For a Voluptuous Glow of Health

and Vigor: Medical Botany in Kentucky, 1792–
1910," Journal of the Kentucky Academy of Sci
ence 60 (1999): 15–30.

Imlay, Gilbert. A Topographical Description of the
Western Territory of North America. 3rd ed.

London: J. Debrett, 1797. Reprint, New York: Au
gustus M. Kelly, 1969.
Dennis B. Worthen

MEDICINE, HISTORICAL REVIEW. Before
the establishment of accessible medical schools,

physicians in Northern Kentucky, as elsewhere,
were educated through medical apprenticeships.
They were referred to as “doctors of physic” and
often served wide geographic areas. Because no
formal medical facilities were available, patients

were usually treated at home. With few diagnostic
tools, early medicine was undoubtedly challeng
ing even simple X-rays were not discovered until
1895, and laboratory tests were similarly lacking.
The earliest physicians had little except their own
senses and skills to guide their diagnoses. Then,
even if a doctor was fortunate enough to reach a
correct diagnosis, successful treatment was any
thing but assured. There was no benefit of prior re
search, nor any extensive medical experience to
refer to. When the causes of diseases were a mys
tery and treatment options nearly as scarce as diag
nostic tools, mortality rates were understandably
very high.
Abundant health challenges confronted the
early medical community. Diseases prevalent dur
ing the early years in Northern Kentucky included
the familiar illnesses of cholera, typhoid, and
smallpox. However, some other diagnoses of the
times are less well known today. One was milk
sickness, also known as “the trembles" or “the
slows." Later the cause of this sometimes-fatal dis

ease was identified as the white snakeroot plant
(Eupatorium rugosum). A toxin from this plant
would pass into the milk of cows feeding on it and
cause disease in unknowing humans who ingested
the seemingly wholesome milk. Milk sickness is
believed to have claimed the life of Abraham Lin

coln's mother, Nancy Hanks Lincoln, when Abra
ham was nine years old. Dropsy was a widespread
cause of illness and death. It denoted swelling, usu
ally caused by what is known today as congestive
heart failure or, less frequently, by kidney disease.
Tuberculosis, called "consumption," took the
lives of many. Syphilis was known as "bad blood."
"Milk leg" referred to a postpartum blood clot in a
leg vein. Rabies was termed "hydrophobia" because
of an affected person's aversion to water. “Catarrh"
meant an upper respiratory infection, what we now
call the common cold. Pregnancy was an especially
risky condition during early times, and childbirth
was likewise hazardous. Hemorrhage or infection
frequently resulted in the death of the mother or
the baby or both.
Northern Kentucky did not escape the global
pandemic that struck in 1918. Between September
1918 and March 1919, churches, schools, saloons,

and theaters closed. Families were told to keep
their children at home. In Covington alone some
260 died from the Spanish Flu or “La Grippe.” Dr.
John Todd, the well-known Health Department

director in Newport, managed to survive, though
some of his fellow city workers did not. Newspa
pers reported almost daily the deaths of Northern
Kentuckians away in the military, many of them
aboard ships at sea. The Fort Thomas Military
Reservation was quarantined until early Novem
ber 1918, Halloween ceremonies that year were
canceled. Worldwide, the number of people who
died from the flu, at least 20 million and perhaps
40 million, exceeded the number killed in World
War I.

Newspaper advertisements from the early
years in Northern Kentucky paralleled those of
other cities, offering an abundance of cures for
nearly anything that could afflict a person. If a per

MEDICINE, HISTORICAL REVIEW
son had an ailment, there were tinctures, balsams,

liniments, or bitters to cure it. The lack of proven
treatments opened the door to abuse by unethical
individuals, referred to as quacks or charlatans.
Eventually, the formation of medical organizations
helped to abolish quackery within the medical
community.

Phrenology was an attempt at diagnostic tech
nique that was popular in the 1800s. This pseudo
science claimed that a person's character traits,
mental capacity, and even criminality potential
could be discerned by observing the shape the per
son's skull and examining the bumps on his or her
head.

The concept of humoralism formed the basis
for many treatments of early ailments. Disease was
believed to result from an imbalance of the body's
four humors or fluids—specifically blood, phlegm,
black bile, and yellow bile. Treatments conse
quently involved attempts to rebalance those sub
stances by purging with either emetics or laxatives
or by performing the ever-popular bleeding or
bloodletting. Cupping (drawing blood to the skin
with heated glass cups) was also utilized, as were
leech treatments. Gradually medical advances
such as the acceptance of germ theory, the recogni
tion of contagion as a factor in disease transmis
sion, the use of antiseptics during surgeries, and
improvements in nutrition led to better commu
nity health and longer lives.
In the 1800s there was a proliferation of medi
cal schools throughout the United States. Many
early Northern Kentucky doctors who received the
benefit of formal training attended the Medical
College of Ohio (later the University of Cincinnati
College of Medicine), which graduated its first
class in 1821. Also educating physicians in the re
gion were the Eclectic Medical Institute at Wor
thington, Ohio, which graduated its first class in
1833, and the Woman's Medical College of Cincin

(abdominal swelling caused by ovarian cysts or
sometimes ovarian tumors). The procedure had
been abandoned, and in fact was condemned, be
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St. in Covington and was reported to be the first
African American physician on staff at St. Eliza
beth Hospital (see St. Elizabeth Medical Cen

cause of high mortality rates. However, Bradford
performed a series of such surgeries with a much
better survival rate than had been previously expe
rienced, and subsequently many patients began

of the Campbell-Kenton Medical Society. Two
early Campbell Co. African American physicians

to benefit from this treatment—a direct result of

Bacchus.

his courageous resumption of the controversial
therapy.
Two very early Washington, Ky., physicians in

tors offices began to appearin Northern Kentucky.

cluded Dr. William Goforth and Dr. Basil

Duke. Although better known for his work in the
Cincinnati medical community, Dr. Daniel Drake
was from Mason Co., where he spent most of his
youth before moving to Cincinnati to apprentice
under Dr. William Goforth. He then practiced
briefly in Mayslick. Dr. Drake became a prominent
medical figure in Cincinnati and in 1819 founded
the Medical College of Ohio.
Dr. Thomas Hinde, from England, is the first
medical doctor known to practice in the Coving
ton and Newport areas; he was practicing medi
cine in Newport as early as 1799. Earlier, Hinde, an
officer in the British Navy during the French and
Indian War, had been portrayed and immortalized
as the attending naval physician in the famous
painting The Death of General Wolfe. Dr. Thomas
Madden was the first physician of Florence, Ky., in
1818. Dr. C. B. Schoolfield of Dayton, Ky., was the
first president of the Northern Kentucky Medical
Society. Dr. James Barnsfather, originally of Scot
land, practiced in Dayton, Ky., as well as in Cincin
nati. Remembered as one of Northern Kentucky's
earliest microbiologists, he provided detailed early
descriptions of organisms associated with scarlet
fever and tuberculosis. There are claims that he

discovered these two microbes many years before
their official discoveries were credited to other in

ter) as well as the first African American member

were Dr. Charles Horner and Dr. Percival

In the 1800s medical facilities other than doc
Altruism was the common foundation for several

of them. During the Civil War, at least five tempo
rary Northern military rehabilitation hospitals ap
peared, mostly in Covington. Staffed mainly by
women volunteers from the area and housed in

rented hotels, they cared for persons injured in the
Tennessee and Mississippi campaigns, who were
brought to the region via steamboats. As the war
wound down, these facilities were consolidated

and closed (see Civil War Hospitals). Opening in
1897, the Speers Memorial Hospital resulted
from the benevolence of Elizabeth Speers, a widow
and philanthropist who left provisions in her will
for the establishment of a hospital in Dayton, Ky.
The Booth Memorial Hospital opened in 1914
in a building that had been donated to the Salva
tion Army, the former Amos Shinkle mansion
along E. Second St. in Covington. Three nuns were
sent from the Little Sisters of the Poor of St. Francis

in Cincinnati to establish a hospital in Covington
to care for the poor. From this mission St. Eliza
beth Hospital (see St. Elizabeth Medical Cen
ter) was born in 1861, providing care for anyone in
need, including the poor, orphans, and veterans.
Campbell Co.'s St. Luke Hospital (see St. Luke
Hospitals Inc.) opened in 1954, after voters ap
proved a bond to support its establishment. One
medical facility that never materialized was the Ef.
fie Slaughter Memorial Hospital, planned as a Cov
ington hospital for African American patients. Al
though fundraising drives were carried out during
1928, further plans for the facility never evolved.

went to eastern medical schools or institutions

dividuals. He reportedly failed to share or publish
his findings, perhaps unaware at the time of their
great significance. Dr. Alvin C. Poweleit of New
port, a survivor of the Bataan Death March in
World War II, was reputed to be the first physi

abroad, not many local physicians did so.

cian to earn a combat decoration during the war.

The Newport Barracks, a military establish
ment, played a role in the development of medicine
in the Northern Kentucky area by drawing skilled
and accomplished physicians to the region. Besides
serving the U.S. Army, the Newport Barracks also
treated nonmilitary people in surgical emergen

He received the silver star for an act of heroism.

Anna Wolfram, Bellevue's first woman physician,
was practicing in that city by 1892. Dr. Julia Thorpe,
who moved to Covington in the late 1870s from

early Northern Kentucky. Founded in the 1890s on
Washington Ave. in Newport by Dr. John Pythian,
the Emergency Hospital was Campbell Co.'s first
nonmilitary hospital. The Jenkins Hospital, oper
ated by Dr. J. Oliver Jenkins, existed for only two
years, from 1895 to 1897, at Seventh and Isabella
Sts. in Newport. The U.S. Public Health Service
Hospital in Fort Thomas was created in 1921 to

cies. Dr. John Sellman was the institution's first

New York, where she attended medical school, is

care for World War I veterans. Also known as Hos

surgeon. Like many physicians of the time, he did
not hold a formal medical degree, but later in his
life he received an honorary doctor of medicine

recognized as Covington's first female doctor. Dr.
Louise Southgate received her medical degree in
1893 and also practiced in Covington. She is re
membered as an early women's rights activist as
well. Dr. Sarah Siewers of Newport graduated
from the Eclectic College of Medicine in Cincin
nati in 1891 and was an early lecturer on alcohol

pital No. 69, this facility encompassed several
buildings, including the renowned Altamont
Springs Hotel. The hospital closed in 1926.
Twenty years passed before a second facility for
veterans was founded in Northern Kentucky. The
Veterans' Hospital (see Veterans Administra
tion Medical Center) was opened in 1946 in Fort
Thomas, after the short-lived military service
branch called the U.S. Army Air Force departed
the premises at the end of World War II. The Pest
House near Kyles Lane in Covington was estab
lished to isolate individuals who had smallpox. In
1938 it became the Covington-Kenton Co. Tuber
culosis Sanitorium, also dedicated to public health.

nati (later the Laura Memorial Woman's Medical

College), which graduated its first class in 1888. Al
though some pioneer physicians of the Midwest

degree from the Medical College of Ohio. Other
practitioners at the Newport Barracks included
Dr. Nathaniel Shaler and Gen. Charles S.

Tripler.
Numerous early physicians influenced the
Northern Kentucky community. One pioneer phy
sician who had a direct impact on patient care was
Dr. Joshua Taylor Bradford of Augusta. He was
a Civil War surgeon; however, his career is most

Early women physicians of the area included
Dr. Dell Edwards, Ludlow's first female doctor. Dr.

ism and tobacco abuse.

The Northern Kentucky area also benefited
from the care of early minority physicians. Dr. Si
mon J. Watkins, a physician and dentist who
practiced from 1891 until 1946, was Covington's

notable for the revival and refinement of ovari

first African American doctor. Dr. James Ran

otomy, an operation used to treat "ovarian dropsy"

dolph established a practice in 1922 on Greenup

Several other small medical facilities existed in
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In the 1940s poliomyelitis, or polio, appeared
in Northern Kentucky along with the rest of the
United States, affecting children especially. In
1944, during the first seven months of the year,412
cases were reported in Kentucky. In 1952 the
YMCA Camp Ernst in Boone Co. was closed due
to the threat of contracting the disease. After Dr.
Jonas Salk developed an immunizing injection in
1955 to prevent the spread of polio, more than
27,000 children received vaccinations locally. Fes
tivals, dances, and all sorts of fundraisers were

held to collect money for the fight against polio. In
1957 Dr. Albert Sabin improved the vaccine so that
it could be administered in an oral sugar-cube
dose, and this vaccine also was offered throughout
Northern Kentucky. For example, St. Therese
Catholic Church in Southgate was where many
Campbell Co. citizens received their dose of the
Sabin cubes.

Great respect and gratitude are due those med
ical pioneers who daringly stepped onto the un
known road of medicine during its infancy. The
sophisticated medical care we enjoy today stands
as a tribute to their bravery.
Ellis, John H. Medicine in Kentucky. Lexington:

Late in 1881 Meehan was appointed master
mechanic at the Cincinnati, New Orleans, and

Texas Pacific Railroad (CNO&TP, the lessee of the

the 1978–1979 school year as the head volleyball

Cincinnati Southern) shops in Ludlow. When
the shops burned a few years later, he designed a

and softball (slow-pitch) coach at NKU. In 1982
NKU's president, Dr. A. D. Albright, asked her to

new and much enlarged repair facility. While han

serve as the head women's basketball coach. Dur

dling this demanding position, he found time for
invention. One of his patents, a special type of rail
car brake shoe, proved popular and made Meehan
a wealthy man. He resigned his position with the
CNO&TP in 1893 to devote his full energies to
promoting the brake shoe. A large plant was built
in Chattanooga, Tenn., to manufacture his inven

ing her two-year commitment as basketball coach,
Meier hired former NKU basketball player Nancy
coaching in 1985, while retaining her volleyball
coaching position. She also accepted an appoint
ment as cocoordinator of NKU athletic programs.
In 1988 following the resignation of the institu

tion, the Ross-Condon-Meehan brake shoe, as

tion's athletic director, Meier served as interim

more railroads adopted it. In 1906 Meehan built a
stylish new house in Hyde Park, a fashionable sub
urb of Cincinnati, and so ended his longtime resi
dency in Covington. He died in 1908 and was sur
vived by his wife, Eleanor, and their five children.
His remains were returned to Kentucky for burial
in St. Mary Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.

athletic director for three months. Dr. Leon

“Inventor Dies at the Age of 74.” CC, February 29,
1908, 3.

“James Meehan Dead," KP, February 28, 1908, 3.
"Meehan Was Sentenced to Death in War." CP, March
3, 1908, 2.

Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1977.

McCormack, J. N., ed. Some of the Medical Pioneers
of Kentucky. Bowling Green: Kentucky State Med

White, John H., Jr., On the Right Track: Some His
toric Cincinnati Railroads. Cincinnati: Cincin

nati Railroad Club, 2003.

ical Association, 1917.

Poweleit, Alvin C., and James A. Schroer, eds. A Med

ical History of Campbell and Kenton Counties.
Cincinnati: Campbell-Kenton Medical Society,

John H. White
MEIER, JANE SCHEPER (b. March 14, 1951,

1970.

— Medical History of Northern Kentucky.
Northern Kentucky Medical Society, 1989.
Judy L. Neff
MEEHAN, JAMES (b. October 1834, Ireland; d.

February 28, 1908, Covington, Ky). James Mee
han, a master railway mechanic and inventor, came
to the United States with his parents in 1840, just
before the potato famine that brought so many of
their countrymen. The family settled in Covington.
As a young man, Meehan found a job as a ma
chinist at the Covington and Lexington Rail
road's repair shop. When the Civil War started,
he joined the Confederate Navy, and thus began a
series of unexpected adventures. He was captured
by Union forces but escaped and hid in Florida
briefly before fleeing first to Cuba and then Mex
ico. In Mexico, Meehan became active in railroad

construction; during those years Maximilian was
emperor of Mexico. After the emperor was exe
cuted in June 1867, rebels seized Meehan. They
were convinced that the U.S. engineer was a confi
dant of the late emperor and knew the location of

certain treasures. Meehan knew nothing, but his
Spanish was not adequate to persuade his captors

of his lack of knowledge. He was going to be shot
for not revealing the treasure site, but fortunately
another U.S. citizen among the Mexican loyalists
explained the facts in this matter to the rebelchief
Meehan was set free and made a speedy exit across
the Rio Grande River. He returned to Covington
and spent the next several years working in a local
machine shop.

Northern Michigan University in Marquette,
Mich. Meier returned to Northern Kentucky for

Covington, Ky). Mary Jane Scheper Meier, athletic
director at Northern Kentucky University
(NKU), is the daughter of William and Marianne
Kennel Scheper. The eldest of eight siblings, Jane
had a passion for sports even as a child. In her
youth, Meier played softball for the St. Pius X El
ementary School, in Edgewood, and swam com

petitively for the Cincinnati Marlins. During her
high school years at the all-girl Villa Madonna
Academy, Meier competed in swimming, tennis,
basketball, and volleyball. Thanks to the influence
of her physical education teacher-high school
coach, Mary Lou Elgrim, Meier knew by her soph
omore year that she wanted to become an athletic
director. From 1969 through 1973, while complet
ing her BA in physician education and health at the
College of Mount St. Joseph in Cincinnati, Meier
excelled in volleyball, basketball, and tennis. Her
volleyball team competed in the first-ever colle
giate volleyball championship sponsored by the
Association for Intercollegiate Athletics for

Women. After college, Meier spent three years at
Notre Dame Academy, a girls' school, where she
was a physical education-health instructor, a
coach for several sports, and the athletic director.
At Notre Dame Academy, she initiated basketball,
softball, swimming, tennis, and track and field
programs. In 1976 she received a graduate assis
tantship from Eastern Kentucky University (EKU)
in Richmond; while pursing her degree there, she
served as an assistant volleyball coach. In 1977
Meier completed an MS in physical education,
with a sports administration emphasis, at EKU.
She spent the next year as head volleyball coach at

Winstel as her assistant. Meier returned to softball

Boothe, then NKU president, subsequently se
lected Meier as the school's first female athletic di

rector, beginning during the 1988–1989 school
year. Her appointment came at a time when there
were far fewer female NCAA (National Collegiate
Athletic Association) athletic directors than there

are today. Meier's resourcefulness and leadership
has helped NKU's athletic program to win numer
ous conference and regional championships. The
program had made 48 national tournament ap
pearances by 2005, thereby providing increased
visibility and prestige to all of NKU's NCAA Divi
sion II athletic programs. Meier has set her sights
on continuing to develop the university's athletic
facilities and on the possibility of an upgrade of the
program to NCAA Division I status.
Northern Kentucky Univ. www.nku.edu.
Paul A. Carl Jr.
MELBOURNE. Frank and Hubbard Helm es

tablished the city of Melbourne, Ky., in 1890. The
Helms were from Australia, and it is thought that
they named the city after the one they had left in
that country. Melbourne is on the Ohio River, just
to the south of Silver Grove. A civil engineer, John
Ellis, laid the town out into lots in 1891. The first

city officials were Dr. Jules Pinguely, William Hai
gis, John Greis, and Frank Springer, trustees, and
Joseph Good, marshal and assessor. A post office
was established that same year, and Robert A.
Carnes was named postmaster. The Helms ran ex
cursion boats along the Ohio River and operated a
carriage factory, which was severely damaged by
the flood of 1913. Several times floods have inun

dated the city, discouraging new housing, busi
ness, and industrial development. Melbourne was
incorporated as a sixth-class city in 1912. In 2000,
the city had a population of 457. In 1988, the Hol

lywood film industry injected some unexpected
excitement into this sleepy little city when several
scenes from the movie Rain Man were filmed at St.

Anne's Convent, located along Ky. Rt. 8, the main
road through Melbourne.
Kleber, John, ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia. Lex
ington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Reis, Jim. “Buggies, Fairgrounds Put Melbourne on
Map," KP December 16, 1996, 4K.
U.S. Census Bureau, "American FactFinder. DataSet.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent

Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
November 9, 2007).

MENTAL HEALTH AMERICA OF NORTHERN KENTUCKY

MELDAHL DAM. This U.S. Army Corps of En
gineers high-lift dam is located 2.5 miles east of
Foster, Ky. The official name of the structure is the
Captain Anthony Meldahl Locks and Dam; it was
named for a renowned Ohio River pilot of the late
1800s and early 1900s. Construction was begun in
1958 and completed in 1962. The locks, located on
the Ohio side of the river, consist of a small lock

chamber and a large lock chamber; the larger lock
chamber was designed to accommodate the big
gest tow of barges used on the river. The dam wall
contains a series of gates that are lifted from the

bass, crappie, and other sport fish. Two examples
are Snag and Locust creeks in Kentucky.
Johnson, Leland R. Men, Mountains, and Rivers: An

Illustrated History of the Huntington District,
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1754–1974. Wash
ington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1977.
Kentucky Atlas and Gazetteer. Yarmouth, Maine:
DeLorme, 1997.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Huntington District.
www.lrh.usace.army.mil/contactſ (accessed March
19, 2007).

John A. Lenox

bottom of the river to control water level in the

pool above (behind) the dam. The gates are bal
anced using counterweights so that they can be
controlled by low-horsepower electric motors.
Contrary to a popular misconception, the Ohio
River dams are not for flood control; rather, they
were built for navigational purposes only. When
the water level in the river exceeds the height of the
pier wall, floodstage for that dam has been reached,
and all control of water depth is lost. The upper and
lower gates to the lock chambers are opened, the
gates in the dam wall are lifted to the top, and the
river is declared an open river. During flood stage,
the water level is equal above and below the dam.
Towboats pass freely through the opened lock

MENTAL HEALTH. See Comprehend Inc.;
Kentucky Consumers Advocate Network;
Mental Health America of Northern Ken

tucky, North Key Community Care.
MENTAL HEALTH AMERICA OF NORTH

ERN KENTUCKY. This organization grew out
of the Mental Health Association of Kentucky,
which was initiated in 1951. The modern self-help
and advocacy movement of people diagnosed with
mental illness began about 30 years ago. But as
early as the mid-19th century, former psychiatric
patients worked to change laws and public policies
concerning the “insane." For example, in 1868

chambers.

Elizabeth Packard, founder of the Anti-Insane

The City of Augusta holds a license from the
U.S. Federal Energy Regulatory Commission for
the Meldahl Hydroelectric Project. When com
pleted, the project is expected to use “drop in” gen
erators in some of the gates in the dam wall. These
generators will harness the power of the water
flowing under the gates to generate electricity.
The lock chambers can be viewed from the pub
lic park area adjacent to the dam on the Ohio side of
the river. The fishing and sand-beach areas below
the dam on the Kentucky side of the river can be
accessed from the parking area adjacent to the dam
on that side. The fishing area provides a dramatic
view of the dam wall and gates, where the force of
the water flowing under the gates is evident.
Construction of the dam created a pool of wa
ter extending more than 90 miles upstream. The
depth of the pool exceeds 40 feet in some areasim
mediately above the dam. This massive pool of
deep water has changed the ecology of the river in

Asylum Society, published a series of books and
pamphlets describing her experiences in the Illi
nois Insane Asylum, to which her husband had
had her committed. But in the 19th century, indi
viduals fighting for patients' rights met great op
position. Owing to ignorance and fear, many still

the dam area and has also created a microclimate

change in the immediate area of the locks and dam.
Species of fish and wildlife not indigenous to the
area, such as spoonbill catfish, sauger, and freshwa
ter gulls, now populate the dam site. From early
spring to late fall, the valley immediately adjacent
to the dam is subject to nightly fogs, which, before
construction of the dam, were uncommon. Tow

boats deal with the fog with the convenience of
modern radar.

The pool above the dam provides excellent rec
reational boating and fishing. Numerous boat
launching and marine facilities are located along
the pool. The pool has also affected creeks that en
ter the Ohio River above the dam. Some that were

partially dry streambeds now have permanently
deep water navigable for some distance upstream
from the river and provide excellent fishing for

believed that mental illness was the result of de

monic possession. Thus, such early attempts at ac
tivism were largely ignored.
A few decades later, another former psychiatric
patient, Clifford W. Beers, founded the National
Committee on Mental Hygiene, which eventually
became the National Mental Health Association.

Beers, a Yale University graduate, sought to im
prove the plight of individuals receiving public
psychiatric care, particularly those committed to
state institutions. His book A Mind That Found

Itself (1908) described his experience with mental
illness and the treatment he encountered in mental

hospitals. Beers's work was significant because he
stimulated public interest in the care and treat
ment of people with mental illness. He used his
connections to involve concerned citizens who

had standing in the community. However, there
was still enormous opposition to the idea of pa
tients' rights.
The Mental Health Association of Kentucky
(MHAKY) was incorporated in 1951 to promote
mental health, prevent mental illnesses, and im
prove the care and treatment of persons with men
tal illness. Its founding members and early sup
porters included Dr. Spafford Ackerly, Barry

Bingham Sr., Dr. Frank Gaines, Dr. Arthur Kasey,
Dr. William Keller, Dr. Harold McPheeters, and

Cornelia Serpell. Under the guidance of Ackerly
and Bingham, the MHAKY took a survey of state
hospitals, and when Kentucky governor Lawrence
Wetherby (1950–1955) saw reports of the survey in
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newspapers, he responded to the urging of the
MHAKY and agreed in 1951 to create a separate
government agency, the Department of Mental
Health, focused on caring for people with mental
illness. Continuing its advocacy work, the
MHAKY sponsored, funded, and published Pat
tern for Change in 1966, which provided the in
frastructure for comprehensive mental health care
in every region of the state. In 1972 the Survey of
Mental Health Needs in Kentucky was made
public, and Blueprint for Mental Health in Ken
tucky was published in 1979.
In July 1954 the Northern Kentucky Mental
Health Association was incorporated as a non
profit agency by Mae Emmett, Patricia Kysar, June
H. Lukowsky, Mary Moser, Rev. John. F. Murphy,
Bruce A. Weatherly, and Marie Williams. A clinic
was opened in Covington at the Trinity Episco
pal Church. Rev. Bruce Weatherly was the first
duly elected president, and Caty Bottorff Nienaber
was the first director. The agency's first office was
along Fourth St. in Covington in the Trinity Build
ing. Thus, mental health services began in North
ern Kentucky in 1955. In 1956 the association be.
came a Community Chest or United Way member
agency. In 1958 it moved to 19 W. 11th St. in Cov
ington; in the 1960s its programs expanded to in
clude training for pastors, which was revived in the
1990s to focus on lay ministries to people with
mental illness. Board chairmen in the 1950s were

George Higdon, C. Gordon Walker, and Rev. Bruce
Weatherly, in the 1960s, Dr. Charles Baron, Char
lotte Baron, Rev. John Keller, and Rev. Clarence

Lassetter. In 1962 the association, having out
grown its three rooms, moved to 412 Garrard St.,
also in Covington. In 1965 the association and the
clinic separated at the request of the state. The
clinic became Comprehensive Care (see North
Key Community Care). The Mental Health/
Mental Retardation Regional Boards were formed
in January 1966.
In 1970 President Richard Nixon (1969–1974)

signed into law the Community Mental Health
Centers Act.
Chairmen of the MHAKY in the 1980s in

cluded attorney Bob Lotz, who embodies in life
and actions what advocacy is allabout and strongly
advocated in the Kentucky legislature; Bob Lilly,
who planned with Lotz and developed the home
incarceration bracelet to allow authorities to track

offenders. In 1984 the Exodus Jail Ministry pro
gram began to help meet needs of persons incar
cerated in jails. The Christmas Day Dinner began
in 1989 and continues today. In 1998 the Northern
Kentucky association moved to 605 Madison Ave.
in Covington.
In the 1990s there was an explosion of research,
new medications, and technology. The 1990s
brought the Supported Living Service and a men
toring program. The Exodus and the Christmas
Day Dinner won awards for excellence. To crown
the association's 40th year, 1994, the Kenton Co.
Fiscal Court granted money that allowed for the
purchase of the office building at 605 Madison Ave.
in Covington. In the 1990s mental illness made
headlines. It is the association's mission to be there
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MENTOR

and to help fill the gaps in services and build
bridges between mental health services. The de
cade of 2000 is the decade of recovery. Under Pres
ident George W. Bush (2001–2009), the New Free
dom Commission on Mental Health has become a

consumer-driven industry instead of provider
driven. The Recovery Network is an independently
operated consumer resource center in collabora
tion with the Mental Health Association. It also

offers classes and support groups.

cently, the congregation built a new church nearby
in Flagg Springs. The grocery store at Mentor, af.
fectionately called the Mentor Mall, and the feed
store, Dickens Mill, both longtime fixtures, now
are gone. Mentor continues as a quiet town sitting
along the river, just as it has been for more than 150
years. Traffic through the town has been greatly
reduced with the opening of the AA Highway,
which bypasses Mentor on the south. In 2000,
Mentor had a population of 181.

there in a plot on his family farm. Some other early
residents of Menzies Station were Reuben Mullins

and his wife, Betsy Love Mullins, and their son,
Gabriel Mullins. Menzies Station is just south of
Boston Station off U.S. 27. There is an elementary
school at Menzies Station today.
Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County, Falmouth, Ky: M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.
1994].
-

Mildred Belew

In 2006 the Mental Health Association of

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun

Northern Kentucky, one of 340 affiliates of the Na
tional Mental Health Association nationwide, fol

lowed in the footsteps of its national body in adopt
ing a new name—Mental Health America of
Northern Kentucky. In 2005 the organization
reached 2,000 people through screenings and edu
cation programs,500 within its Recovery Network,
and with 45 volunteers, it visited 500 inmates in

U.S. Census Bureau, "American FactFinder. DataSet.

MERKEL, UNA (b. December 10, 1903, Coving.
ton, Ky.; d. January 2, 1986, Los Angeles, Calif).
Known as a wisecracking supporting actress in
classic motion pictures and later as a dramatic ac
tress on the stage, Una Merkel was the only daugh

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent

ter of Arno E. Merkel Jr. and Elizabeth Phares

Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed

Merkel. Through her mother, Una was related to
Nancy Hanks Lincoln, Abraham Lincoln's mother.

ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,
Ky:Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.

June 4, 2008).
Kenneth A. Reis

confinement.

Kreimer, Peggy. "Mental Health Group Renamed."
KP, November 20, 2006, 2A.

Mental Health America of Northern Kentucky, www
mhaky.org (accessed December 6, 2006).
Robin Rider Osborne

MENTOR. Mentor is a small town, about one

mile square, located along Ky. Rt.8 (the Mary In
gles Highway) and the Ohio River in southeast
ern Campbell Co. Settled during the mid-1800s,
the town was incorporated in 1957. Its history goes
back to the days of a large American Indian pres
ence, as evidenced by the artifacts from the Adena
era found along the riverbank. Originally, this
town was called Belmont. When the railroadcame

through during the late 1880s, the town was as
signed a post office, but there already was a town
named Belmont in Kentucky, so the name Mentor
was chosen as a replacement; the post office at
Mentor closed in the 1970s.

The story of Mentor had several major epi
sodes. First were the coming of the Chesapeake
and Ohio Railroad and the various Ohio River

floods, permanently altering life in this small,
mostly agricultural area. A brickyard operated
here from the 1880s until 1918. The bricks were

stamped "Mentor," and many Campbell Co. resi
dents have retained them today as treasures. Men
tor bricks were shipped off by rail and used in
buildings throughout the region (see Brickyards).
In the 1960s, when the Black River Mining Com
pany arrived in Carntown, a small community just
down the road from Mentor, the company'strucks
created dustand made dusty conditions a constant
feature in the area (see Lime Industry). During
the 1970s, the prospect of the Zimmer Nuclear
Power Plant across the Ohio River in neighbor.
ing Ohio brought concerns to the residents of
Mentor. After pressure was applied on the power
company by concerned citizens living on both
sides of the Ohio River, the nuclear aspects of the
operation were dropped, and today the Zimmer
Power Plantis a coal-fired facility.
The Mentor Baptist Church, the only church in
town, for years was the town's meeting place. Re

MENZIES, JOHNWILLIAM (b. April 12, 1819.
Bryants Station, Ky; d. October 3, 1897, Falmouth,
Ky.) John Menzies, a lawyer and a legislator, at

Una attended the First and Sixth District schools

in Covington. She also studied elocution under
Patia Power. Her family moved to Philadelphia
when she was a young teenager, and she attended
the Girl's Annex there. Later she enrolled in dra

tended local common schools and then entered the

University of Virginia at Charlottesville, from
which he graduated in 1840. He began the study of
law and was admitted to the bar in 1841. That year
he moved to Covington to begin his practice. Dur.
inghis career he served as Covington city attorney,
city clerk, and city councilman. In 1848 and again
in 1855, he was elected to the Kentucky House of
Representatives, representing Kenton Co. He also
served in the U.S. Congress from 1861 to 1863.
When that term ended, he returned to Covington
and resumed the practice of law. In 1864 he was a
delegate to the Democratic national convention in
Chicago, which nominated George B. McClellan
for president. In 1867 he moved to Bracken Co.,
where in 1873 he was elected judge of the 12th Dis
trict Chancery, at Brooksville. He served in that
position until it was abolished in 1892. At that
time, he again returned to his law practice in Cov
ington. When he died in Falmouth at age 79, Men
zies was said to be one of the oldest practicing at
torneys in the state. The Menzies Bottom area in

matic and dancing classes in New York City.
While she was studying in New York, in 1920,
Merkel became a stand-in for Lillian Gish because
of Una's resemblance to the silent-screen actress.

Merkel appeared in multiple Hollywood films for
movie director D. W. Griffith. In one of them, her

first feature film credit, she had the leading role in
The Fifth Horseman (1924). She also performed in
stage productions during the 1920s. The highlight
of her early stage career washer casting with Helen
Hayes in Coquette (1927), which ran for nearly two
years at the Maxine Elliot Theatre in New York
City.
Merkel returned to Hollywood in 1930 when
the film industry was in need of photogenic ac
tresses with good voices. Because of her stage expe
rience, she was among the few silent-film person
alities to successfully make the transition to sound

northern Pendleton Co., where Menzies had a
farm, is named after him. He was buried in Linden

Grove Cemetery, Covington. His wife, a son, and
six daughters survived him.
Lanman, Charles. Biographical Annals of the Civil

Government of the United States. Washington,
D.C.: James Anglim, 1876.

Reis, Jim. "They Served as Legislators When War
Clouds Billowed," KP, January 27, 2003, 4K.
MENZIES STATION. Menzies Station, or Men

zies Bottoms as it was once known, is a community
in Pendleton Co. It was originally named Irvine
Station, after Elisha Irvine and his wife, Sallie Bo
nar Irvine, and the first school in that area was
called the Irvine School. The area was renamed

Menzies Station after John W. Menzies, who for

years served as chancery judge of the circuit court
of Kenton, Pendleton, and Harrison counties. He

made his home in the community and was buried

Una Merkel.

METHODISTS

motion pictures. Her career flourished especially
during the 1930s, when she made nearly 60 film
appearances. Her perky personality enlivened
comedies and musicals and, on occasion, a serious

drama or suspense. Impressive highlights of her
early sound work in movies included the role of
Ann Rutledge in Griffith's first sound production,
Abraham Lincoln (1930), and a memorable perfor
mance in the well-crafted comic thriller The Bat

Whisperers (1930), both made at United Artists.
During her coveted seven-year contract with
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer (MGM), Merkel was
loaned to Warner Bros. productions, appearing as
a sarcastic chorus girl beside Ginger Rogers in the
cutting-edge musical 42nd Street (1933). At MGM
she played her trademark wisecracking support
role for Jean Harlow in Bombshell (1933) as well as

for Clark Gable in Saratoga (1937). However, it is
her chirpy image in the MGM musicals that have
become favorites of classic film buffs. She appeared
in the extravagant Broadway Melody of 1936

out (1966) with Elvis Presley, Merkel appeared in
about 100 motion pictures (40 of them at MGM).
She married aircraft designer Ronald Burla in
1932; they divorced in 1947, with no children, and
she did not remarry. She died in 1986 at age 82 in
Los Angeles and was buried near her parents at
Highland Cemetery in Fort Mitchell. A Kentucky
State Highway Historical Marker along Philadel
phia St. at Covington's Goebel Park honors Una
Merkel for her achievements.

Commire, Anne, ed. Women in World History. Vol.
11. Waterford, Conn.; Yorkin, 2001.

Dunning, John. On the Air: The Encyclopedia of
Old-Time Radio. New York: Oxford Univ. Press,
1998.

Folkart, Burt A. "Una Merkel, 82, Covington Born."
CE, January 4, 1986, C4.

Garraty, John, and Mark Carnes, eds. American Na
tional Biography. Vol. 15. New York: Oxford Univ.
Press, 1999.

Harrison, Warder. "Almost Forgotten Today, Movie

(1935) and Born to Dance (1936) with Eleanor

Star Una Merkel Has Many Kentucky Roots." Ken
tucky Explorer, November 1996,68-69.

Powell, in The Merry Widow (1934) with Maurice

Juran, Robert A. Old Familiar Faces: The Great

Chevalier and Jeanette McDonald, and in the later

Character Actors and Actresses of Hollywood's

remake of The Merry Widow (1952) with Lana

Golden Era. Sarasota, Fla.: Movie Memories, 1995.
Parish, James, and Ronald Bowers, eds. The MGM

Turner and Fernando Lamas.
Merkel's comedic talents were showcased on a

nanza, 1972.

Reid, Alexander. "Una Merkel Dies at Age of 82. From
Silent Films to a Tony" NYT, January 5, 1986, 24.

in a famous brawl scene with Marlene Dietrich in

John Schlipp

Road to Zanzibar (1941) at Paramount Studios.

During World War II, Merkel went on a
23,000-mile USO (United Service Organizations)
tour in the South Pacific with Gary Cooper. Al
though her film careerslumped through the 1940s,
Merkel remained popular as a regular cast mem
ber, Leila's cousin Adeline Fairchild, on one of

classic radio's most endearing situation comedies,
The Great Gildersleeve. She briefly returned to
Broadway in 1944 to star in Three's a Family. Af.
teryears of more mature supporting parts in com
edy and musical films, she landed a serious role in
The Kentuckian (1955) with Burt Lancaster at
United Artists.

Back on Broadway again, she won an Antoi
nette Perry (Tony) Award for best supporting ac
tress in The Ponder Heart (1956). She later re

ceived an Academy Award (Oscar) nomination for
her performance in Tennessee Williams's film
Summer and Smoke(1961) at Paramount Studios.

Although her Academy Award nomination did
not produce more serious roles, she appeared in
the family favorites The Parent Trap (1961) and
Summer Magic (1963) for the Walt Disney Studio.
Merkel appeared in Cole Porter's television broad
cast of the musical Aladdin (1958). The following
year she returned to Broadway to star in Take Me
Along(1959), a musical version of Eugene O'Neill's
Ah, Wilderness, with Jackie Gleason.
From the first of her silent films for D. W. Grif

fith through her final screen role in MGM's Spin

John Merritt.

Stock Company: The Golden Era. New York: Bo

radio variety program, the Texaco Star Theatre,
from 1938 through 1940. Shortly after her studio
player contract with MGM ended, she performed
the classic Destry Rides Again (1939) and as W. C.
Field's daughter in The Bank Dick (1940), both for
Universal Studios. She also appeared in a support
ing role with Bob Hope and Bing Crosby in The
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MERRITT, JOHNAYERS (b. January 26, 1926,
Falmouth, Ky; d. December 15, 1983, Nashville,
Tenn.). "Big John"Merritt, who became a football
coach, was the son of Bradley and Grace Merritt.
He received his early education in the segregated
public school system of Falmouth. During sum
mers, John often visited his aunt and uncle at the

ritt achieved more than 30 straight winning sea
sons. In 1982 Coach Merritt's coaching record to
taled 215-64-9, third-best behind Bear Bryant of
the University of Alabama and Eddie Robinson at
Grambling University. Merritt placed more than
200 players in the National Football League. In
1982 the City of Nashville honored him by renam

ing its Centennial Blvd., running from 28th to
44th Aves, John Ayers Merritt Blvd. Merritt died
in Nashville in 1983, at age 57, and was buried at
the Greenwood Cemetery there. In 1994 he was
elected to the College Football Players Hall of
Fame.

Gene and Bess Lacey Grocery Store in Covington,
where they discussed various topics. Gene Lacey
was a member of Covington's African-American
Businessmen's Association. In later years, these
exchanges at his aunt and uncle's store inspired
Merritt to become involved with community ac
tivities in Nashville. When Merritt reached high
school age, he moved to Louisville, where he at
tended Central High School and played guard on
the football team; he graduated in 1943. He served
in the U.S. Navy during World War II and was
discharged in 1946. Thereafter, he enrolled at Ken
tucky State College in Frankfort, where he again
played football, and earned his BS in 1950. In 1952
he received his MA degree from the University of
Kentucky in Lexington and immediately was ap
pointed head football coach at the segregated Ver

sailles High Schoolin Woodford Co.
Coach Merritt began his college coaching ca
reer in 1953 at Jackson State College in Mississippi
as the school's head football coach. He spent 10
highly successful years at Jackson State before ac
cepting the head football coaching position at Ten
nessee State College in Nashville in 1963. While
coaching at Tennessee State, he had 21 consecutive
winning seasons. Over the course of his high
school and college football coaching career, Mer

Climer, David. "One of a Kind Merritt Nears 200th

Victory." Tennessean, August 1980.
"Coach John Merritt." Special Collections, Brown
Daniel Library, Tennessee State Univ. Memorial

Service, Coach "Big" John Ayers Merritt, Tennes
see State Univ., December 18, 1983.
Theodore H. H. Harris

METHODISTS. Methodists have been worship
ping in Northern Kentucky since before 1790. The
Methodist Episcopal Church was organized in the
United States in 1784, although there had been
Methodists in America for more than two decades

at that time. There are more than 23 separate Meth
odist denominations in the United States, the larg
est of which is the United Methodist Church. In

Northern Kentucky one can find United Method.
ist churches as well as African Methodist Episco
pal churches.
Services were originally held in homes, public

buildings, or outdoors until church buildings were
built in the early 1800s. During the first 100 years
of Kentucky's history, Methodist churches relied
heavily upon lay leadership of congregations, since
trained Methodist preachers were primarily cir
cuit riders on horseback, who served many
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METHODISTS

Henry C. Morrison, who was born in Bedford in
Trimble Co. As a young Methodist preacher, he

churches in a large geographical region. Method
ism came to Kentucky under the direction of
Bishop Francis Asbury and Thomas Coke. As
bury was directly responsible for the founding of at
least two churches in Northern Kentucky, includ
ing Asbury United Methodist Church in Cold
Spring.

pated in the Cane Ridge Rival in Bourbon Co. as
well as others throughout Kentucky and the West.
Methodists were active in promoting educa
tion generally and in the Sunday school movement
of the 19th century. Originally established to sup
plement public education, Sunday schools were for
both adults and children to learn the Bible and re

issue for Methodists during the 1800s. Women

The Methodist Church is divided into confer

sponsibilities of Christianity and worship. Meth
odists still today support a strong public school

had been leaders in Methodism since 1760, with

ences, each one usually presided over by a bishop.
Conferences are divided into districts, which are

system.

headed by a district superintendent who advises
the bishop and supervises the churches in the dis
trict. Unlike Baptists and many other Protestant

In 1820 the Ohio and Kentucky Conferences
cooperated to found Augusta College in Au
gusta, as part of the Methodist emphasis on train
ing ministers and teachers in institutions of higher
learning. Peter Cartwright, a famous Methodist
preacher and evangelist who gained fame in Illi
nois and other midwestern states for his brawling
style of preaching, was present at the meeting that
established Augusta College. In 1846 Cartwright
lost a race for the U.S. Congress to Abraham Lin
coln. Augusta College began classes in 1822 but

denominations, the United Methodist Church is a

connectional church or denomination; local pas
tors are assigned by the bishop of the conference
(the equivalent of a diocese), and church property
is owned by the conference rather than the local
congregation.

During the first 100 years of Methodism, there
were several branches due to cultural, social, and

served the Concord Circuit in Mason Co., as well

as churches in Covington and Ft Thomas. In 1890
he became a full-time evangelist.

The issue of clergy rights for women became an

the leadership of Barbara Heck in New York. The
United Brethren Church approved ordination of
women in 1889, but the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, did not grant full clergy rights to
women until its reunion with the Methodist Epis
copal Church in 1939, when the two groups be
came the Methodist Church. It is estimated, based

on present seminary enrollment trends, that by
2025 more than half of the pastors in the United
Methodist Church will be women.

During the 20th century, the way Methodists
worship became more formal. Ministers as well as
choirs began to wear vestments. Candles joined

was forced to close in 1849 when the Ohio Meth

the cross on the Communion tables. The circuit

rider on horseback, a symbol of Methodism, be
came a thing of the past within the first decades of
the new century.
In the 1926 Newport Church Census, the mem
bership in Methodist denominations in Newport
was as follows: Methodist Episcopal Church, 2
churches, 730 members; Methodist Episcopal

had the Central German Conference. The Im

odists withdrew their financial support during a
dispute over slavery with Kentucky Methodists.
Despite its short existence, Augusta College pro
duced some distinguished graduates, including
John G. Fee, who founded Berea College in Ken
tucky; Bishop Randolph Sinks Foster; and Al
exander W. Doniphan. Kentucky Wesleyan
College in Owensboro is a descendant of Augusta
College. Other Methodist colleges in Kentucky in
clude Union in Barbourville and Lindsay Wilson

manuel United Methodist Church in Coving

in Columbia.

ton (now in Lakeside Park) and the Salem United

The slavery question was responsible for major
denominational splits. John Wesley, the founder of

Kentucky has the smallest percentage of
Methodists of any of the states in the Southeast Ju
risdiction. In 2005, the Kentucky Conference ex
perienced a net growth in membership. In 2006
there were 941 United Methodist congregations in
Kentucky, with a combined total of more than
254,503 members. The Web site for the Covington

political differences of American settlers who
called themselves Methodists. Here, the subject is
primarily the church that in 1968 became the
United Methodist Church. The predecessors of
that denomination included the Methodist Epis
copal Church, the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, the Evangelical United Brethren Church,
and the German Conference of the Methodist
Church.

The national Methodist Episcopal Church also

Methodist Church in Newport were part of the
Central German Conference. Wilhelm (William)
Nast, the founder of German Methodism, arrived

in Cincinnati in 1835. A year later, he was ap
pointed as a Methodist missionary to the Germans
of all Ohio. He spent that year as a circuit rider and
in 1837 returned to Cincinnati as a missionary to
the city's German population. By summer 1838,
Nast organized the first German Methodist soci
ety (not church) in Cincinnati. One of Nast's early
converts, John Zwahlen, had by 1838 built a con
gregation in Wheeling, Ohio, that became the first
German Methodist Church in the United States

and perhaps in the world. These Methodist Episco
pal Churches used the German language until
World War I. In 1939 the churches in the Central

German Conference in Newport and Covington
became part of the Kentucky Conference of the
Methodist Church.
There is evidence that several Methodist fami

lies lived on the west bank of the Licking River
(Covington and Kenton Co.) and worshipped with
Methodists in Newport as early as 1802. By 1804
there was a preaching point for Methodists in the
Covington School House on the west corner of
Third and Greenup Sts. in Covington. The First
United Methodist Church claims to be de
scended from Methodists who met in homes in the

Covington area as early as 1796.
The Methodist Church grew during the Sec
ond Awakening as a result of revivals and camp
meetings of the 19th century. Methodists partici

the Methodist movement, and Methodists in Great

Britain were ardent opponents of slavery, and it
was partly due to the urging of Methodists that the
British Parliament outlawed slavery throughout
the British Empire in 1833, 30 years ahead of the
United States. In this country, however, the Meth
odist Church generally avoided speaking about
slavery until the General Conference of 1844, the
year of the denomination's great national schism
over slavery. In May 1845 at Louisville, the south
ern conferences formed the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, and most Kentucky Methodists
joined that southern branch of Methodism. In
1861 the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in
Kentucky had some 41,000 members, whereas the
northern Methodists counted only 3,405 mem
bers. However, it must be stated that the Methodist

Episcopal Church, South, in Kentucky had many
loyal Union Army men in its ranks.
An example of the split in Northern Kentucky
is seen in the former Scott St. Methodist Episcopal
Church in Covington. Due to the issue of slavery,
some members, including Amos Shinkle, formed
the Greenup St. Chapel, which eventually became
the Union Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1939,
when the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and
the Methodist Episcopal Church merged, the
Union Methodist Episcopal Church merged with
the First (formerly Scott St.) M.E. Church, South.
One of Kentucky's best-known evangelists of
the late 19th and early 20th centuries was Dr.

Church, South, 1 church, 193 members; African
Methodist Church, 1 church, 176 members; and
United Brethren in Christ, 1 church, 196 members.

District of the United Methodist Church listed 73

congregations in 2006 in Northern Kentucky.
As a connectional church, Methodists from

Northern Kentucky work with Methodists through
out the Kentucky Conference and the world to
support missionaries and mission programs as
well as relief efforts throughout the world. On
some occasions, Northern Kentucky is the mis
sion field, such as when the Licking and Ohio Riv
ers rose in the flood of 1997. At that time, Meth

odists and others worked from a building at Butler
United Methodist Church to serve people in
Pendleton, Harrison, and Campbell counties
whose homes and businesses had been damaged
in the flooding. In 2005–2006, Methodists from
Northern Kentucky sent volunteers (for more
than a year) through the United Methodist Com
mittee on Relief (UMCOR) to assist in relief ef.

forts from Hurricane Katrina in Mississippi and
Louisiana.

Today, the large Methodist churches in Cov
ington and Newport are memories of the past.
With the migration of population to the suburbs,
most of the larger Methodist congregations are
now located in the suburbs of Northern Kentucky,
where there is an abundance of parking near sub
urban homes and room to expand.

MEXICAN WAR

Archives and History, First United Methodist Church,
Covington, Ky.

Kentucky Conference Archives, Asbury Theological
Seminary Library, Wilmore, Ky.

Kinghorn, Kenneth Cain. The Heritage of American
Methodism. Kentucky Annual Conference ed.
Nashville,Tenn: Abingdon Press, 1999.
Short, Roy H. Methodism in Kentucky. Rutland, Vt.
Academy Books, 1979.
Wittke, Carl. William Nast: Patriarch of German
Methodism. Detroit, Mich: Wayne State Univ.
Press, 1959.

Paul L. Whalen

MEXICAN WAR. The Mexican War signifi
cantly impacted Northern Kentucky, through the
efforts of the men who fought, the politicians who
made use of the war in their careers, and even the

average everyday folk who read the newspaper ac
counts of the soldiers in Mexico and who voted for

the politicians.
On May 13, 1846, President James K. Polk
(1845–1849) declared that a state of war existed be

tween the United States and Mexico, and Congress
ratified the declaration two days later. These ac
tions followed months of increasingly tense con
frontations surrounding the U.S. annexation of
Texas in December 1845, which made Texas the

28th state in the Union. The annexation sparked a
war with Mexico because Mexico continued to

claim Texas as its national territory.
Discussions of the possible annexation of Texas
had kept the idea of an ensuing war with Mexico in
front of the American people for years. For more
than two years, newspapers in Northern Kentucky
had applauded the idea of annexation and ex
horted readers to prepare for anything that might
happen when it came about. Throughout that pe
riod, frequent mention was made in the local pa
pers of militia or volunteer units that had orga
nized themselves in response to war rumors. As
the annexation drew nearer, newspapers across the
nation were full of war fever and rumors of battles,

keeping the American public in a state of agitation.
Northern Kentucky was no different. Weekly,
newspapers speculated that war was imminent or
had indeed already begun. Enthusiasm swept the
region. When the call for volunteers finally came,
Northern Kentuckians were ready.
On May 17, 1846, Governor William Owsley
(1844–1848) issued a call for volunteer companies
to form and present themselves in the three
regiments, two infantry and one mounted, that
comprised Kentucky's quota of 2,400 men. The

to him in Frankfort. Geography and accessibility
gave preference to companies from the bluegrass
region and from Northern Kentucky. In the name
of expediency, Owsley also accepted an entire mi
litia regiment, the Louisville Legion, into service as
the 1st Kentucky Infantry, reducing the number of
positions available for the companies forming
around the state. Owsley's decisions angered many
state citizens, notably those of Democratic per
suasion, who viewed the governor's actions as ben
efiting his Whig constituents unfairly. In North
ern Kentucky, however, the consensus was that
Owsley had acted appropriately for the good of the
country.

Northern Kentucky companies accepted into
the first requisition included two Covington com
panies in the 2nd Kentucky Infantry and a com
pany from Gallatin Co. in the 1st Kentucky Cav
alry. The infantry boated down the Mississippi
River to New Orleans and then on to Texas, while

the cavalry disembarked in Arkansas and traveled
cross-country to northern Mexico. Both regiments
joined Zachary Taylor at Monterrey, Mexico.
The Northern Kentucky volunteers typified
the volunteers employed by the federal govern
ment in this conflict. In camp or garrison they
were belligerent, disorganized, slovenly, and unhy
gienic; in battle they performed effectively, earning
the praise of Gen. Zachary Taylor after the battle of
Buena Vista.

On February 22 and 23, 1847, General Taylor's
small army offewer than 5,000 men, untested vol.
unteers bolstered by a small contingent of regular
army troops, met Gen. Antonio Lopez de Santa

Anna's 15,000-man force of raw recruits near the
hacienda of Buena Vista in northern Mexico. In a

fierce two-day contest, the American forces were
badly mauled, suffering 665 casualties. At the end
of the battle, they held the field after inflicting ap
proximately 2,100 casualties on the Mexican army.
Nineteen Northern Kentuckians lost their lives in

this battle. In his reports of the battle, General Tay
lor singled out the Kentucky regiments for special
praise. He wrote “The First and Second Illinois,
and the Kentucky regiments, served immediately
under my eye, and I bear a willing testimony to
their excellent conduct throughout the day. The
spirit and gallantry with which the First Illinois
and Second Kentucky engaged the enemy in the
morning restored confidence to that part of the
field, while the list of casualties will show how

Across the commonwealth of Kentucky, more
than 13,000 men rallied to the flag. In Covington

much these three regiments suffered in sustaining
the heavy charge of the enemy in the afternoon."
In August 1847 a second requisition was re
ceived for Kentucky volunteers. This time, in re
sponse to his critics, Governor Owsley appor
tioned the 20 companies to be raised among the
state's congressional districts. Boone, Fleming,
Campbell, and Mason counties all raised infantry
regiments, but only the first two were accepted.

alone, three companies of infantry organized, as

The regiments of the second requisition, the 3rd

did companies in Newport and Boone Co. How
ever, not all of these companies were accepted into
government service. In his desire to support Gen.
Zachary Taylor's small army in Texas, Governor
Owsley decided to have the first companies report

and 4th Kentucky Infantry regiments, saw only
garrison duty, not battle.
At the same time as this requisition, the U.S.
Army was expanded by a number of regiments, in
cluding the 16th Infantry. One of the 16th's battal

volunteers were needed because of the small size of

the regular U.S. Army. At that time the federal

army consisted of approximately 8,700 officers and
men, a number completely inadequate to fight the
IncW War.
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ions, four companies, formed at the Newport
Barracks. Many Northern Kentuckians joined
this regiment, which was commanded by John W.
Tibbatts, a Democratic.congressman from North
ern Kentucky.
While the combatants struggled on the field of
battle and suffered through the onerous duty of oc
cupying a foreign nation, daily life in Northern
Kentucky continued very much unchanged; this
first U.S. foreign war did not significantly impact
the region directly. However, people near the Ohio
River viewed a steady stream of boats and barges
shipping supplies downriver to the scene of battle.
Newport Barracks served as a personnel depot,
processing a continuing stream of recruits and
reaching a peak of 450 men in September 1847.
One of the few instances of domestic excite

ment revolved around the federal government's
purchase of mules in August 1846. For several
days nearly 800 animals, purchased throughout
Northern Kentucky at the substantial sum of $75
a head, overran the streets of Covington and
Newport.

As the war dragged on with little sign of a Mex
ican capitulation, opposition to President Polk and
the Democratic Party grew. In Northern Kentucky,
newspapers attacked one another and their politi
cal affiliates, while staunchly defending the sol
diers abroad and wishing and praying for their
speedy and safe return.
The war also proved notable for the political
activity of soldiers themselves, not just left-behind
politicians and newspapermen. Maj. John P.
Gaines of the 1st Kentucky Cavalry, a prominent
Boone Co. landowner and politician, ran for elec
tion to Kentucky's 10th congressional seat from a
Mexican prison, where he was a prisoner of war.
Despite his captivity, Major Gaines was elected to
the office by a margin of 124 votes. After the war
Gaines used his experiences to help him gain ap
pointment as governor of the Oregon Territory.
Capt. George W. Cutter of the 2nd Kentucky
Infantry, a former Indiana legislator and a Cov
ington lawyer and poet, parlayed his military ex
perience into a post with the U.S. Treasury Depart
ment. Major general of volunteers William
Orlando Butler used his experiences to gain the
Democratic nomination for U.S. vice president
in 1848.

The war left alegacy in Northern Kentucky that
can be seen in places like the town of Monterey, in
Owen Co., which is named for the Mexican city
seized early by General Taylor's army, and in the
fact that both Covington and Newport have neigh
borhoods named for the battle of Buena Vista. The

Carroll Co. park named for William Orlando But
ler, General Butler State Resort Park, com

memorates not his governorship in Oregon, but
rather his War of 1812 experience and his gener
alship in Mexico.
Federal Writers' Project of the Works Projects Ad
ministration for the State of Kentucky. Military

History of Kentucky. Frankfort, Ky. State Journal,
1939.
Tim Herrmann
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Michaels ART BRONZE COMPANY

MICHAELS ART

BRONZE

COMPANY.

From 1914 until the early 1990s, the Michaels Art
Bronze Company and its successor corporations
operated in Covington, Erlanger, and Florence.
The business specialized in ornamental bronze,
aluminum, and stainless steel casting products.
Founded in 1879 in Cincinnati by Lewis Michaels
at 182 W. Pearl St., the company moved to 230
Scott St. (formerly a Standard Oil Company build
ing) in Covington in 1914 under Frank L. Michaels
with 50 employees, and by 1927 it had a payroll of
150 workers. Both E. C. Kelley and Maurice Gal
vin, Covington businessmen, were officers in the
corporation in its early days in Kentucky. During
its heyday, Michaels produced parking meters,
signs, post office equipment, pinball machine parts,
exhibit cases, and even a 560-pound bronze cruci
fix for Holy Family Church in Dayton, Ohio. In
1937 Michaels supplied the aluminum work for
the 40-story First National Bank tower in Okla
homa City, Okla. At the time, it was the largest alu
minum work contract ever awarded in the United

States. The company prospered during World
War II with its specialty production, amassing
back orders in the amount of $3 million.

In 1955 the Michaels plant and offices moved
to Kenton Lands Rd. in Erlanger. During the 1950s,
the company had become the nation's largest pro
ducer of parking meters (the Mi-Co Meter). In
1958 Chicago's Inland Steel building was encased
in a 250-ton sheath of gleaming Michaels stainless
steel. For that project, the company won numerous
national awards. Locally, Michaels did work on the
St. Elizabeth Hospital (see St. Elizabeth Medical
Center) and St. Benedict Catholic Church in

Covington, and the Kroger building indowntown
Cincinnati, and at the University of Cincinnati. In
1965 Frank L. Michaels died of a stroke, having
served the company for many years as well as being
a Northern Kentucky civic and business leader. In
1991 Michaels Architectural Inc. was located in

boat until the Todd Marine Service of Cincinnati

bought it in June 1959. Captain John Beatty pur
chased the vessel in about 1967 and converted it to

afloating restaurant, which he named after the leg
endary river man Mike Fink. Beatty moved the
Mike Fink to the Covington riverfront in May
1968 after successfully battling the Kentucky Heri
tage League (which opposed allowing a commer
cial entity to encroach upon the city's historic Riv
erside Dr.) and after winning the approval of
Covington's Board of Adjustment by 1 vote (see
Licking-Riverside and Ohio Riverside Na
tional Historic Districts).

During the Beatty family's ownership, hun
dreds of student tours were conducted aboard the

vessel. Besides attracting a regional clientele, the
restaurant was frequented by international celebri
ties including Bob Hope, Perry Como, Raymond
Burr, Peter Graves, David Frost, and Mickey
Rooney, who became a regular because he swore
that the Mike Fink Floating Restaurant served the
best bean soup in the world. Under its first two
the roofbell from the Queen City steamboat, con
sidered by many to be the classiest packet ever
built, and these two items were still aboard when

Beatty Inc. purchased the boat. Under the corpo
rate name of International Food Service Corpora
tion, restaurateur Benjamin Bernstein (see also
Betty Blake) purchased the boat on October 1,
1977, and it continues in business today under the
ownership of his widow, Shirley Bernstein, and
their son, Captain Alan Bernstein (see BB River
boats). In 2008, after suspending restaurant oper
ations for four months, the boat completed a
$500,000 restoration and reopened for business.
Huffman, Barbara. Beatty's Navy: The Life and Times

of Capt. John L. and Clare E. Beatty. Vevay, Ind:
Spancil Hill, 2004.
Way, Frederick, Jr., comp. Way's Packet Directory,
1848–1994. Athens, Ohio Univ. Press, 1994.

Florence, doing business in a much reduced state,
when it was acquired by Crescent Designed Metals
of Philadelphia, Pa., where the operation moved.

Barbara Huffman

"Another New Plant for Covington, KP, November

MILBURN, FRANKS. (b. 1910, Louisville, Ky.,
d. February 11, 1984, Burlington, Ky.) Frank Sinton

24, 1913, 7.

Carr, Joe. "Death Ends Busy, 94 Year Career of Frank
L. Michaels," KP June 21, 1965, 1.

"Made by Michaels—for 100 Years." KP Au
gust 27, 1970,44K.

"Michaels Art Bronze Plant Gaining Status with
Steel," KP April 17, 1958, 1.
MIKE FINKFLOATINGRESTAURANT. The

Mike Fink Floating Restaurant was built in 1936
by the Dravo Corp., Neville Island, Pittsburgh, Pa.,
with a length of 171.5 feet, a beam of 34.6 feet, and
a hold 72 feet deep. This sternwheeler steam tow
boat was originally christened the John W. Hub
bard, for a Pittsburgh financier who held an inter
est in the Campbell Transportation Company of
Pittsburgh. Sold to the Ohio River Company in
1947, the vessel was renamed the Charles Dor

rance in September 1950. The following year it was
sold again, this time to Point Towing Company,
Kanauga, Ohio, and entered service as a harbor

Frank Milburn.

names, the Mike Fink had carried the whistle and

Milburn, called the "Cornfield Edison," was con
sidered to be the inventor's inventor. He dedicated

his life to helping others develop their ideas into re
ality. He was the son of John William and Grace
Barrington Sinton Milburn. Frank's family relo
cated to Fort Mitchell by 1920. His first workshop
was in the basement of the family home, where he
repaired record players and made models of inven
tions. Milburn graduated from the Ohio Mechan
ics Institute in Cincinnati in 1931 and soon began
developing inventions under the name Frank S.
Milburn ExperimentalStation. From these early ef.
forts, he received patents for an "apparatus forfer
tilizing" (U.S. Patent 2,057,785) in 1936 and for a
"bottleholder" (U.S. Patent 2,075,217) in 1937.

In 1938 Milburn bought 50 acres in Burlington
and built a concrete-block machine shop, an ex
tension of his Milburn Products Company in Os
good, Ind., which manufactured lathes, dies, and
other metal items. During World War II, the

Burlington machine shop subcontracted with the
Gruen Watch Company of Cincinnati to make a
component of the Norden bombsight. Milburn
employed local women as workers in the shop dur
ing the war. Throughout his career, he served as a
technical consultant to the U.S. military, and it was
this work that paid the bills. With the help of his
associate Henry Jenisch, who later served as indus
trial director for the City of Covington, Milburn
helped amateur inventors develop working models
of their inventions. In 1947 he began ghostwriting
a weekly column, Genius at Work, in the Cincin
nati Enquirer. A feature article by him, published
in the June 1950 issue of Popular Mechanics, gen
erated more than 30,000 letters and 500 visitors to

his Burlington machine shop. That year, Milburn
began writing a twice-weekly Cincinnati Post col
umn called The Invenoscope, using his own name.
The column showcased real-life success stories and

gave practical advice to budding inventors. During
the 1950s, more than 600 of the Invenoscope col
umns, together with a short-lived Inventions for
Sale television show in 1952 and several nationally
syndicated feature articles, brought more than
100,000 letters and thousands of would-be inven

tors to Milburn's shop in the quiet hamlet of Burl
ington. Frank Milburn was always a champion of
the "little guy," and his long-term goal, never real
ized, was to develop an institute in Burlington
where inventors could vacation with their families

and concentrate on inventing.
In 1948 Milburn ventured into activism when

he organized citizens in Boone Co. to protest
against the Consolidated Phone Company's ser
vices; as a result, this company was forced by the
Kentucky Public Services Commission to upgrade
significantly the services it was offering in Boone
Co. The talented Milburn was also a particularly
adeptham radio operator and photographer. Some
of the finest photographs featured in a local
photography book, Images of America: Burling
ton, were taken by Milburn and developed in his

MILLER, JOSEPH BERNARD
Fort Mitchell darkroom. Milburn died at home in

MILFORD. Milford, one of the early pioneer set.

Burlington in 1984 and was cremated. He was sur
vived by his wife, Dr. Carol Swarts Milburn, a can
cerspecialist.

tlements in Bracken Co., is located near the North

Becher, Matthew E. "Burlington's Cornfield Edison."
NKH 13, no. 2 (Spring-Summer 2006): 13–47.
Becher, Matthew E., Michael A. Rouse, Robert

Schrage, and Laurie Wilcox. Images of America:
Burlington. Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia, 2004.
"Bring on Your inventions!" Popular Mechanics
Magazine, June 1950, 158.

"Frank Milburn, 73, Helped Develop Nordon Bomb
Sight," KP February 13, 1984,8A.
Laycock, George. "When an Inventor Needs a Friend,"
Mechanix Illustrated, October 1953, 86.
Matthew E. Becher

MILES, JULIET (b. date unknown, Bracken Co.,

Ky.; d. 1861, Frankfort, Ky.) Juliet Miles began life

Fork of the Licking River. It sits on Ky. Rt. 19 just
north of Ky. Rt. 539, some seven miles southwest of
Brooksville. Its origins date back to 1831 when the
village was founded by John Ogdon, who operated
a store. The name came from a water-powered
grain mill that was at a ford in the river. The post

office began in 1850. Over the years the commu
nity has had a bank, several stores, and the Milford
Christian Church, first organized in 1853. The
town was home to longtime medical practitioner
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peace. The Verdin Bell Company of Cincinnati,
which designed it, administers the World Peace Bell
and the 54-foot glass and steel tower where it is
housed. Thousands of visitors annually come to view
it, various organizations use it for peace-themed
ceremonies, and the bellis rungeach day.
Claypool, James C. "A Bronze Star Is Born: The Story
of the World Peace Bell," 1999, unpublished manu
script, author's file.
Flynn, Terry. “Belle and Bell Readied for 3-Week Jour
ney," CE, July 4, 1999, CI.
James C. Claypool

Dr. W. A. Moore. Milford has survived several fires

and many floods. A flood-control dam at Falmouth
that might have saved Milford from inundation
was first proposed in the 1920s and was often dis

MILLER, BARTLETT T. (b. May 15, 1891,
Johnsville, Ky.; d. May 1, 1986, Hartford, Conn.).

cussed thereafter but was never built. In 2000 the

ton Miller, became a vice president of marketing
for AT&T in New York City. He and his brother
Charles were placed in a Lexington Odd Fellows
orphanage after their father's early death and the

U.S. Census Bureau reported fewer than 150 peo
ple living in the now unincorporated town of Mil
ford and its immediate environs.

Bartlett T. Miller, the son of Frank and Mattie Yel

enslaved on the John Fee Jr. farm near German
onset of their mother's terminal illness. While in

town. She married Add Miles, a slave on a neigh
boring farm, but continued to care for the Fee chil
dren. Fee's son John Gregg Fee purchased Juliet
from his father after the elder Fee threatened to sell

her "down south." Although Fee emancipated Ju
liet, she preferred to continue living at Fee's farm in
order to be closer to her children. After much per
suasion, coupled with Add's ability to purchase his
own freedom, the couple and their freed son Henry
moved to Felicity, Ohio. However, Juliet's other
children and her grandchildren remained in bond
age in Bracken and Mason counties, Ky., where

Bracken Co. Homemakers. Recollections: Yesterday,

the orphanage, Bartlett Miller was called to talk

Today for Tomorrow. Brooksville, Ky., Poage, 1969.
Dressman, Elmer. "Sounds Death Knell for Kentucky

with his mother via a new method of communica

Towns and Villages," KP, April 12, 1925, 13.
Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1984.
U.S. Census Bureau, “American Fact Finder. Data Set.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent
Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
April 7, 2005, for Blocks 4012,4021, and 4025, Block
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their owner, the elder Fee, threatened to sell Juliet's
PEACE BELL. At the southeast corner of Fourth

family to a slave trader.
In 1858Juliet made plans to return to Kentucky,
collect her children, and flee with them back across
the Ohio River. She retrieved her children first from

the Elijah Currens plantation, west of German
town, before entering Feeland to lead her remaining

family to the appointed crossing at Rock Springs,
west of Augusta in Bracken Co. Whoever was to
provide them with skiffs for the crossing at Chal
font Creek did not show up, and Juliet was met by
local patrollers, who seized the fugitive band and
escorted them to the Bracken Co. jail. After a few
days, the children were released but then were sold
to a trader and shipped to New Orleans.
Juliet remained in jail until her trial, where she
was found guilty and sentenced to three years in the
penitentiary at Frankfort. There she found favor
with the penitentiary warden, who recognized ju
liet's Christian values. She died at the penitentiary
two years later. Her son Henry continued his life in
Ohio and joined the Union Army during the Civil
War. The other children's fates remain unknown.
Bracken Co. Court Records, October 28, 1850; Octo

ber 4, 1858, Brooksville, Ky.
Fee, John Gregg. Autobiography of John G. Fee, Be
rea, Kentucky. Chicago: National Christian Asso
ciation, 1891.
Miller, Caroline R. "Juliet Miles and Matilda Fee:

Willing Participants in John G. Fee's Anti-Slavery
Crusade," Northern Kentucky Univ. Borderlands

Conference, 2004, Highland Heights, Ky.
Caroline R. Miller

and York Sts. in Newport, the World Peace Bell
hangs poised to ring as it glistens in the daytime
sunlight, a monument to hope and fulfillment of a
dream that began in 1992. That year, David Hosea,
a member of the local planning organization Quest,
suggested building a 1,000-foot-plus millennium
tower, designed to accommodate a carillon of 83
bells, and a large free-swinging bell housed in a
freestanding tower. He took the idea to local busi
nessman Wayne Carlisle, who agreed to finance
the project. However, only one-third of the project,

tion, the telephone. When he later returned to
Northern Kentucky, his first job was with the Lou
isville and Nashville Railroad in Latonia; but

while visiting his family in Denver, Colo., on a trip
he made using his railroad pass, Miller accepted a
new position in the telecommunications field.
By 1915 long-distance telephone services were
being slowly extended westward in America. Miller
had joined the pioneering group of people trying
to put these new telephone systems together. He
spent the duration of World War I working on
line problems for AT&T, solving problems, and
perfecting techniques. After a brief assignment as
sisting the vice chairman of the War Production
Board, Miller was transferred to New England,
where he became a vice president with AT&T. He
was put in charge of developing transmission and
reception of microwave lines from New York to
Chicago. Soon thereafter, Miller introduced the
concept of market research to his corporate bosses
and was given the job of redesigning and market
ing a revolutionary telephone, the lightweight, at

the World Peace Bell and its smaller tower, was

tractive 701 Princess telephone, which, as Miller

completed. The bell weighs 66,000 pounds and is
12 feet in diameter and 12 feet high. Its clapper
weighs 7,000 pounds, and the yoke in which the
bell swings weighs an additional 30,000 pounds.
The heavy bell rings with a deep and resonant tone.
Made in Nantes, France, and decorated with sym
bols representing peace, it was shipped to New Or
leans in 1999 and then transported to Northern
Kentucky via the Mississippi and Ohio rivers by a
barge attached to the Belle of Cincinnati steam
boat. Along the way, it stopped at various sites,

had envisioned, became one of his company's most
popular products. When Miller died, he was bur
ied, according to his request, in Johnsville.

where celebrations were held to welcome it and

where citizens could write notes about peace in
special World Peace Bell ledgers. Inscribed on the
bell is this message: “The World Peace Bell is a
symbol of freedom and peace, honoring our past,
celebrating our present and inspiring our future." At
midnight on December 31, 1999, the bell was rung
in public for the first time to celebrate the advent of
the new millennium and to focus on the hope for

The Princess Telephone. http://web.ukonline.co.uk/
freshwater/princess.htm.
Terry, Carol. GP, Grandpa. Denver, Colo. Privately
published, 1981.
Caroline R. Miller

MILLER, JOSEPH BERNARD (b. May 26,
1902, Owen Co., Ky., d. August 18, 2002, Lexing.
ton, Ky.) Joseph Miller, who became a violin-maker,
was one of 11 children born to George Harrison
Miller and Anna Bell Dickerson. He was raised on a
tobacco farm in Gratz in western Owen Co., later

lived in Frankfort, and moved to Lexington in 1933.
After working as a barber for more than 40 years,
Miller retired in 1964 and devoted the remainder of

his life to making and repairing violins. He hap
pened into his craft by being asked to repair his
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MILLER, NINONA “NONA”

brother's broken violin in 1927. He did such an ex

cellent job that he was encouraged to learn the trade
and completed making his first violin in 1929. A
self-taught violin-maker, he created more than 40

Campbell Co. Kentucky Marriage Book 164, p. 102.
“Ninona M. Miller, 86, Sunday School Teacher," KP
March 22, 2003, A13.

violins in his lifetime, as well as a few violas, man

Noe, J.T. Cotton, ed. A Brief Anthology of Kentucky
Poetry: Selections of Poetry Written by Ninety
Three Persons Closely Identified with Kentucky,

dolins, and guitars. He held a guitar design patent
and even designed an upright guitar. It was esti
mated that about 100 hours of labor were put into

Most of Them Native Born. Lexington: Univ. of
Kentucky Department of Extension, 1936.

each of Miller's violins. Some of them sold for as

Jenny Plemen

much as $3,500. His clientele included university
students, symphony orchestra musicians, and
bluegrass and country stars, including Roy Acuff.
In 1995 Miller was inducted into the Stringed In
struments Maker Hall of Fame in Scott Co. He died

of congestive heart failure in Lexington at the age
100 and was buried in the Bluegrass Memorial Gar
dens in Jessamine Co.

Hewlett, Jennifer. “Famed Violin Maker, Repairer Dies,”
Lexington Herald-Leader, August 20, 2002, B1.
McClelland, Robert L. “Where I Got My Wood," Dev
il’s Box31, no.2(1997): 45–47.
Peck, June. “J.B. Miller Made His First Violin in 1929

and Is Still Going Strong," Kentucky Explorer,
July–August 1999, 23–24.
Warren, Jim. “After 51 Years of Service, J.B. Miller Is

Hanging Up His Bow," Lexington Herald-Leader,
December 31, 1979, A4.

— "Fit as a Fiddle," Lexington Herald-Leader,
1988, D1.

Jenny Plemen
MILLER, NINONA “NONA” (b. November 6,

1916, Newport, Ky.; d. March 20, 2003, Fort
Thomas, Ky). Ninona Luella Miller Kew Scott, the
daughter of Rev. William M. and Margaret J. Met
calfe Miller, was 19 years old when she first was
recognized for her ability to write poetry. Four
short poems by her, “Flight,” “I Love You So,"
“Triad,” and “New Moon," were published in J. T.
Cotton Noe's A Brief Anthology of Kentucky Po
etry in 1936. The subjects of the poems were love,
religion, and nature.
Ninona Millergraduated from Newport High

MILLER, WILLIAM O. “BILLY” (b. Septem
ber 15, 1914, Johnsville, Bracken Co., Ky; d. Febru
ary 8, 1986, Lexington, Ky.) William O. Miller, a
war crimes investigator and prosecutor, was the
son of William E. and Beatrice Lytle Miller. He
graduated from Brooksville High School and from
the University of Kentucky in Lexington and at
tended the University of Louisville's Jefferson
School of Law in Louisville. After practicing law
briefly in Bracken Co., he was selected to be a U.S.
Attorney investigating war fraud in Chicago. Sub
sequently, he was appointed as an investigator at
the International Military Tribunal (IMT) in
Nuremberg, Germany, and later transferred to the
distinctive legal unit of 75 counsels serving in the
7708th War Crimes Group based at Dachau, Ger
many, in 1946–1947. In 1950 Miller married Leona
Mumedy, who was also a member of the 7708th
Group and served as a court stenographer.
The cases at Dachau that Miller was assigned to
prosecute pertained to the actions of the comman
dants and guards of the death camps at Buchen
wald, Dachau, Flossenburg, Mauthausen, and
Mühldorf. Dachau's concentration camp was the
paradigm of inhuman treatment, torture, and
murder. However, the Mauthausen camp, along
with its 60 subcamps, housing 70,000 prisoners,
was given the title of a death factory for its opera
tions of the “Vienna Ditch” and the so-called sci

entific research conducted there, which killed one
third of these facilities' 206,000 detainees.

While Miller was an investigator at Nurem
berg, under the newly formed Nuremberg Military
Tribunal (NMT), 22 major Nazi directors from

After the trials at Dachau had ended, Miller

returned home and set up a legal practice in
Maysville. However, he continued to provide the
review courts in Germany with correspondence
and legal points as part of the appeal process of the
defendants in the last Dachau trial he prosecuted.
Miller ran for commonwealth attorney in the 19th
Judicial District, and won in August 1951; he was

the youngest commonwealth attorney in Ken
tucky. In 1956 Kentucky governor A. B. Chandler
(1935–1939 and 1955–1959) appointed Miller to
the Workman's Compensation Board, and he be
came the board's chairman two years later.
The experiences Miller had during the Dachau
war crimes trials continued to vex him. When in

1982 he was asked to testify at a West German trial
of a Buchenwald executioner, an SS guard related
to one of Miller's cases, Miller did not comply. The

trial transcripts and photographs Miller gathered
remain as a record of his experiences during the
world's first attempt to bring just punishment to
persons responsible for the crimes committed dur
ing the Holocaust and World War II. Miller died in
Lexington in 1986.
Harris, James Russeli, and Caroline R. Miller, ed.

“Dachau Album: Perspectives from War Crimes
Prosecutor William O. Miller and Court Reporter
Leona Mumedy Miller, 1946–47." RKHS.95, no. 2

(Spring 1997): 135–80.
“Mrs. Rebekah Hord Is Elected First Woman Mayor
of Maysville,” KP August 6, 1951, 1.
Personal History Statements, William O. Miller and

Leona Mumedy, January 15, 1948, National Per
sonal Records Center, St. Louis, Mo.

War Crimes Case Files, National Archives, College
Park, Md., Record Group 338, boxes 358–60.
Caroline R. Miller

MILLIKEN, JAMESB. (b. August 8, 1900, Lou
isville, Ky.; d. August 11, 1988, Frankfort, Ky).
Chief justice James Butler Milliken was the son of
Herbert B. Milliken, a Louisville and Nashville

daughter, Mary Margaret Kew, in 1941. From the
early 1940s until the 1970s, she lived along Ohio

court at Dachau conducted 489 trials, convicted

1,416 criminals, acquitted 256, and sentenced 426

Railroad engineer, and Sarah Milliken. The fam
ily moved to Northern Kentucky, and James grad
uated from Bellevue High School in 1918. He
spent three months in the military during World
War I. He received his undergraduate degree from
Centre College in Danville, Ky. (1922), and entered
law school at the University of Cincinnati, finish
ing at Yale University in New Haven, Conn. (1926).
Milliken married Janet Pugh of Bellevue, and they

Ave. in the Cote Brilliante neighborhood of

defendants to die.

resided in Cold Spring Besides teaching classes at

Newport. Miller was the treasurer of the Newport

Dayton High School (see Dayton

Church, Dora Chapter Number Two Order of the
Eastern Star, Campbell Co. Retired Teachers As
sociation, Northern Kentucky Virginia Asher Bi
ble Council, and the Campbell Co. Historical Soci
ety. In 1972 she married Floyd W. Scott, who died
in 1982. Ninona died of congestive heart failure in
2003 and was buried in the Alexandria Cemetery

The cases Miller prosecuted involved a wide va
riety ofcrimes, includingone case that Leona did the
stenographer's work for, involving a commandant of
the Dachau Camp named Piorkowski. The convic
tion in this case set the legal precedent that com
manders at the concentration camps were to be held
responsible for atrocities they oversaw. Normally, six
to eight courtrooms were in daily operation during
the trials at Dachau; during these proceedings Leona
normally recorded for two hours and transcribed for
six. According to military records, Miller prosecuted
35 accused commanders and guards and was the
prosecuting attorney responsible for sending 25 war

in Alexandria.

criminals to their deaths.

School in 1933. She attended Morehead State Uni

versity in Kentucky and received a BA from the
University of Cincinnati in 1957 and an MA in ed
ucation from Northern Kentucky University in
1976. In September 1938 Nona married George
Willard Kew, a minister, in Newport. She gave
birth to a son, William Earl Kew in 1940, and a

and Fort Thomas boards of education from 1948

through the early 1960s. From the late 1960s
through the 1970s, she taught English and the Bi
ble as literature at Campbell Co. High School.
She was also a member of Latonia Christian

seven separate concentration camps were prose

cuted. The proceedings of the 7708th Group dif
fered from those of the IMT and the NMT in that

persons who were tried in proceedings at Dachau
had directly ordered or committed atrocities. The

Public

Schools), Milliken coached basketball. He often

joked that he had a better record at the high school
than his successor, the legendary UCLA basketball
coach John Wooden. Milliken served as the city
attorney for Southgate and practiced law in Camp
bell Co., Ky., and in Cincinnati. A Democrat, he
was elected to the Kentucky House of Representa
tives in 1933, and he was the campaign manager in
Campbell Co. for A. B. "Happy" Chandler's 1935
successful campaign for governor. Later, Milliken
worked in state government under Kentucky gov
ernors Chandler (1935–1939 and 1955–1959), Keen
Johnson (1939–1943), and Simeon Willis (1943–

MITCHEL, ORMSBY MACKNIGHT, MAJOR GENERAL

1947). Milliken was a member of the Kentucky
Court of Appeals (the supreme court for the state)
from 1951 to 1975, and he was chief justice of that
court three times: 1956–1957, 1963–1964, and

1971–1973. Formany years, he was regarded as one
ofthe few persons from Northern Kentucky within
the inner governing circle at Frankfort. After retir
ing from the bench, Milliken taught at the Chase
College of Law of Northern Kentucky Univer
sity at Highland Heights. He died at the Kings
Daughters Memorial Hospital in Frankfort, and
his cremated remains were buried at Evergreen
Cemetery in Southgate.
"Milliken Remembered as Likeable but Principled
Judge," Frankfort (Ky.) State Journal, August 14,
1988, 6.

Hester Hall, was named in her honor. Minerva

College operated from 1855 to 1909 and was then
taken over by the Mason Co. School Board. Ironi
cally, although Minerva now has a much larger
population than during the 1800s, there are no
schools operating in Minerva.
"College Town," KP December 4, 1975,5K.
Each Town. "City of Minerva, Kentucky." www.each
town.com (accessed January 22, 2006).
Kentucky Atlas & Gazetteer. "Minerva, Kentucky."
www.uky.edu/kentuckyatlas (accessed January 22,
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buried next to the Episcopalian Church in Charle
stown, N.H., near the Hoyts country estate, with
hundreds of friends, co-workers, and well-wishers
in attendance.
"Death," KP October 3, 1898, 4.

"Hoyt's Choice—The Famous PlaywrightSelectsa Wife:
Will Marry Miss Scales, an Ex-Covingtonian, KP
January 25, 1894, 1.
"Mrs. Hoyt Buried." KPOctober 5, 1898, I.
MITCHEL, ORMSBY MACKNIGHT, MA

2006).

Lake, Griffing & Stevenson. An Illustrated Atlas of
Mason County, Kentucky Philadelphia: Lake,
Griffing & Stevenson, 1876.
Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1984.

JOR GENERAL (b. July 28, 1809, Morganfield,
Ky; d. October 30, 1862, Beauford, S.C.). Ormsby
MacKnight Mitchel, an astronomer and a Civil
War general, was the youngest child of John and
Elizabeth MacAlister Mitchel. After the death of

his father, the family moved to Lebanon, Ohio, in
MINERVA

METHODIST

1816. There, Mitchel studied Greek, Latin, and

CHURCH. In the northwestern Mason Co.com

UNITED

munity of Minerva stands the Minerva United

arithmetic. In 1825 he entered the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, N.Y., where he graduated

Methodist Church, founded in 1836. A stone from

in 1829 in the same class as Robert E. Lee. He mar

the original church building, which burned in the
1890s, says "Wesleyan Chapel, Founded 1836.” The
church was called Minerva Methodist Episcopal
Church South in the mid-19th century. The pres
ent church building was built in 1894, and in 1994
the church celebrated its centennial. People with
connections to the church came from throughout
Kentucky and the Ohio River Valley. People from

ried Louisa Clark Trask in 1831. Mitchel resigned
his commission the next year and moved to Cin

MINERVA. Minerva, often called the town of

beautiful homes and famous people, is located at
the junction of Ky. Rts, 435 and 1235, eight miles
northwest of Maysville in Mason Co. The town
was named for Minerva Green, an early settler
and the first white woman to live there. Preacher

and stonemason Rev. Lewis Craig built the first
church at Minerva in 1793. The church, which

was completely restored in 2005, is one of the old
est buildings in Mason Co. Its grandiose Greek
Revival design seems to indicate that early resi
dents hoped to create a town of high-quality
buildings. Craig built a number of other struc
tures in Mason Co. as well, including the first
school in Minerva and the courthouse at Wash

ington. A post office was established at Minerva
in 1812, with James M. Runyon serving as post
master. Minerva was incorporated on January 31,
1844; however, that town charter was later re

scinded. The city's first newspaper, the Minerva
Mirror, began publishing in the mid-1850s. The
1876 atlas of Mason Co. listed a general store, a
Masonic Order lodge (see Masons), and a to
bacco warehouse in the town.

The most famous person born and raised in
Minerva was Stanley Forman Reed, who be
came a Kentucky state senator and later a U.S. Su
preme Court justice. His father, Dr. John A. Reed,
was a physician in Minerva for many years. On
nearby Tuckahoe Ridge there were several large
plantation homes, which were described and made
famous in a novel entitled Drivin' Woman, by

all walks of life have attended Minerva Methodist

Church. Justice Stanley Foreman Reed, an asso
ciate justice of the U.S. Supreme Court who was
born and grew up in Minerva, was a member.
Thomas Donavan, who became president of the
University of Kentucky, also occasionally attended
the church. Although the congregation in the early
21st century is small, the church continues togen
erously serve the community and individuals by
providing a location for civic events, weddings,
and funerals.

"Commission Has New Director." KE, September 9,
2006, B3.

Paul L. Whalen

Adams) in Cincinnati. It became the U.S. Weather
Bureau. In 1860 Mitchelleft Cincinnati for the Al

bany, N.Y., observatory. When the Civil War be
gan, Abraham Lincoln appointed him a brigadier
general. He was assigned to fortify Cincinnati. Re
assigned to Beaufort, S.C., Mitchel died of yellow
fever in 1862 and was buried in Brooklyn, NY. To
day, his telescope is at the Cincinnati Observatory
Center in the Hyde Park section of that city. The
city of Fort Mitchell was named for him, and why
the town's name is spelled with two I's remains a
mystery.

line Scales, September 15, 1873, Covington, Ky; d.
October 2, 1898, New York City). Actress Carrie
Scales was the daughter of Christopher Columbus
and Mary Menzies Scales. Her father was a tobacco
dealer, and her mother was a niece of Kenton Co.

ridge. Another of Minerva's claims to fame was the
town's educational facilities. An 1885 newspaper

judge John W. Menzies. Carrie studied at the
Cincinnati Art School and performed as an actress
at local theaters in and around Covington. Soon,
she found her way to New York and the Broadway
stage, appearing under the name of Caroline Mis
kell. She debuted with Augustin Daly's stock.com
pany and later worked with Charles Hale Hoyt. In
1894 she married Hoyt, a former Boston Post the

article said that Minerva had about 200 residents

a professor of mathematics and engineering, and
was the chief design engineer of the Little Miami
Railroad. However, astronomy was his love. He
sold 300 shares of stock to citizens, rich and poor,
to fund the construction of the first large U.S. ob
servatory. In 1843 John Quincy Adams laid thefa
cility's cornerstone atop Mount Ida (today, Mount

MISKELL, CAROLINE “CARRIE” (b. Caro

Elizabeth Pickett Chevalier, who lived on the

and 5 schools, the largest number of schools per
capita in Mason Co. The best known of the schools
was Minerva College, a high-quality grade and
high school. Monthly tuition was two dollars for
the grade school and three dollars for the high
school. Class sizes were very small, and the typical
graduating class had only five or six members. A
Minerva College graduate, Henry L. Donovan,
later served as president of the University of Ken
tucky at Lexington. Another graduate, Cleo Gillis
Hester, served for 33 years as registrar of Murray
State University at Murray, where a dormitory,

cinnati, where he was admitted to the bar, became

ater critic, who had become one of America's

wealthiest playwrights. In 1896 Carrie starred in
her husband's production of A Contented
Woman, one of 18 comical farces that Hoyt wrote
and produced between 1893 and 1898. In 1898
Carrie, age 25, died while giving birth to the cou
ple's first child, a son, who also died. The two were

Ormsby Mitchel.
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McNutt, Randy. “From the Heavens, Mitchel Watches
His City." CE, June 15, 2004, G13.
Mitchel, Frederick A. Ormsby MacKnight Mitchel:
Astronomer and General. Boston: Houghton,

built before the Civil War, some of which were
later converted to commercial use. Earliest of all

may be the Federal-era Captain James Curtis Reed
House at 336 Monmouth St., which dates from the

Mifflin, 1887.
1830s.

Ann Hicks

MODEL-EVANS PHARMACY. The Model

Evans Pharmacy was the first pharmacy owned
and operated by African Americans in the North
ern Kentucky region, and thus far it is the only one.
In 1923 Charles W. Anderson was the manager of
the Model Drug Store, at 1039 Greenup St. (on the
northwest corner of Lynn and Greenup Sts.) in
Covington. It was one of the branches owned by
the Model Drug Stores Company of Cincinnati, a
chain owned and operated by African Americans.
In 1926 Mrs. Richie Kyles Smith, a pharmacist, was
manager of the chain's Covington store. Smith re
ceived her training at Meharry Medical School,
Nashville, graduating in 1916. Before coming to
Covington, she was employed at Bright's Pharmacy
in Louisville for two years.
In 1928 the Covington drug store was sold to
Evans Noble, a pharmacist, thus becoming known
as Model-Evans Pharmacy. In October 1930
thieves ransacked the building and stole money,
cigars, and sundry drug articles. As a result of this
break-in, an investigation by the Covington license
inspector cited Evans to Police Court and charged
him with violation of the city's license law for fail
ure to secure a separate license for the sale of bot
tled soft drinks. Evidence of his and his store's im

portance in the African American community is
that Evans was selected in March 1932 to represent

Most commercial buildings erected in down
town Newport from roughly 1860 to 1910 are two
to three stories tall, with ground-floor storefronts
and upper-floor apartments. From around 1865 to
1885, the Italianate style was dominant. “Phoenix
Halle," a German American social club at 923

Monmouth St., has an austere Italianate design
with arched stonehoodmolds and a paired-bracket
cornice. Similar details can be found in the struc
ture at 911–913 Monmouth St., which also features

a denticulated (toothed) wood cornice with ellipti
cal frieze windows. The building was later ex
panded to take in a tiny one-story building next
door. Good examples of the style on Monmouth
St.’s 600 block, all of which have been sympatheti
cally renovated, include buildings at 623,627,631
and 635. Oldest of the group is the one at 621, built
in transitional Greek Revival-Italianate style in
about 1865.

High Victorian eclecticism reigned on Mon
mouth St. in the 1880s and 1890s. The asymmetri
cal facade of the 1888 Marx Furniture Store Build

ing at 840 is a showplace of the bricklayer's art,
with four different kinds of arches. The Rust Cor

nice Works at 935, which produced sheet-metal
architectural ornamentation, displayed the firm's
artistry in a deep concave cornice with Gothic
arches and in segmental (flattened) brick arches.
The structure at 646 Monmouth St. is a fine exam

ple of the Commercial Queen Anne style, popular

the African American businessmen at the dedi

from 1885 to 1899. It features an arcaded brick cor

cation of the new Lincoln-Grant School in Cov

bel table (stepped brickwork), stained-glass tran
soms, and a mansard-front roof of patterned slate.
The Neoclassical Revival brought a new sym
metry and restraint to commercial architecture in
the 1900s. The Kentucky Enterprise Savings Build
ing at 800 Monmouth St., clad in pure white lime
stone and white terra cotta, is encircled by Corin
thian pilasters (flat columns). During a 1960s
modernization, the storefront was severely altered
and the upper stories hidden by metal screening,

ington. Evans operated his drug store until late
1932, when it closed. He and his wife, Ethel, lived

in Covington at 207 Lynn St. until 1939.
In 1936 the store at 1039 Greenup St. became a
shoe repair shop operated by Napoleon Waddell.
Later, during the 1940s and 1950s, Raleigh Fender
had a restaurant there. Throughout the late 1950s
and early 1960s, the Walton family ran a candy and
soda fountain shop at this address. And from the
late 1960s through 1971, Claude Grubbs had a bar
bershop in the building. Various other businesses
were located there until finally, in the early 2000s,
the old Model-Evans Pharmacy building was torn
down.

Dabney, Wendell P. Cincinnati's Colored Citizens.

Cincinnati: Dabney, 1926.
“Docket Is Light," KP, October 20, 1930.
"DrugStore Looted." KP, October 20, 1930.
“To Dedicate New School," KP, March 31, 1932.
Theodore H. H. Harris

MONMOUTH ST. ARCHITECTURE. The

architecture of Monmouth St. in Newport reflects
the street's history as the main street of Campbell
Co. from the mid-1800s to the mid-1900s, as well

as a century and a half of architectural fashions.
The oldest surviving buildings there are houses

cluding Gothic arches, brightened an otherwise
utilitarian design.
The 1930s brought a machine-age aesthetic to
Monmouth St., with “modern" synthetic materials
such as opaque glass and streamlined metal trim,
and with aerodynamic curves. The stylish store
front of Dixie Clothiers at 809 Monmouth St. fea

tures curved glass, Decolettering, glassblock, and a
polychrome terrazzo floor. Built in the 1940s, the
American National Bank (647 Monmouth St) and

Security Federal Savings (735 Monmouth St.)
buildings meld modernism with traditional forms.
Many Monmouth St. storefronts retain origi
nal details designed to catch the pedestrian's eye.
Examples are the storefronts at 635, a wood store
front; 621, stone piers; 900, amethyst glass tran
soms; 722–724, stained and beveled glass; 625, faux
painting, a tin ceiling, and wood cabinets; and 817,
a patterned tile floor.
Although most Monmouth St. buildings were
probably created by local contractors, two high
style, architect-designed landmarks anchor the
corner at Fourth St. The Newport Mutual Fire In
surance Building, built in 1872, is one of the few
survivingcommercial works of James W. McLaugh
lin (1834–1923), one of 19th-century Cincinnati's
greatest architects. It is a dignified Renaissance Re
vival design in brick and sandstone. Diagonally op
posite is the Newport Carnegie library (1903), a
Beaux-Arts Classical design of dressed limestone
dominated by a monumental Roman arch. The
competition for its design was secured by Cincin
nati architects Werner & Adkins.

Numerous Monmouth St. buildings were
poorly altered during the district's nadir in the
1960s and 1970s. Since the 1990s, the designation
of Monmouth St. as a National Historic Register
site, a facade-improvement program, and a busi
ness revival have renewed interest in the street's

distinctive architecture, and many buildings are
being restored to their original character.
Langsam, Walter E. "Biographical Dictionary of Ar
chitects Who Worked in the Greater Cincinnati

Area Prior to World War II," 1986, Cincinnati
Preservation Association, Cincinnati.

Warminski, Margo. "Monmouth Street Historic

which has since been removed.

District,” National Register of Historic Places nom

The 20th century also introduced novel mate
rials, including glazed and wire-cut brick, terra
cotta, prism glass, and center-pivot windows, and
structural systems such as steel beams and rein
forced concrete. Virtually unaltered on the exte
rior since its construction, the Cookie Jar Bakery
at 919 Monmouth St. features glossy white brick,
metal casement windows, and an original hanging
sign. The wire-cut brick facade of the structure at
828 Monmouth St. is relieved by green and white
terra cotta and large, center-pivot windows. The
"zigzag" storefront, which revealed only part of the
window display from any vantage point, was de
signed to draw passersby into the store. In 1926
Marx Furniture built an L-shaped addition, a four
story,brick-faced concrete warehouse that wrapped
around to Ninth St., designed by Weber Brothers

ination, 1995, Kentucky Heritage Council, Frank
fort, Ky.

Campbell Co. but from all over the Northern Ken
tucky region. U.S. 27 follows Monmouth St.
through Newport, and until 1951, when it became
one-way northbound, that federal highway ran
through the middle of the district for vehicles go
ing either north or south. Located within the

architects. Color contrast and subtle details, in

town's business district were banks, bars, butcher

Margaret Warminski
MONMOUTH ST. BUSINESS DISTRICT.

Monmouth St. in Newport was once one of the
major retail shopping districts within the state. Be
fore the city's floodwall was built, Newport's down
town business district stretched from the Ohio

River on the north to 11th St. on the south, at the

underpass. People came to shop not only from

MONTEREY
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Brother Albert Soltis, who had been a stonemason

in Germany, agreed to dress the stones for the
workers. The monks built the tiny buildingentirely
(even the roof) of natural limestone found on the

property. When completed, the miniature church
was an architectural marvel, with two stained

glass windows and an impressive 10-foot-tall stee
ple. The interior was six feet wide and nine feet
deep, with an eight-foot ceiling. The church furni
ture consisted of two prayer benches and a small
shrine, on which stood wooden statues of the Vir

gin Mary and Jesus. The chapel was designed to
contain many of the features found in full-size edi
fices. Over the years, Monte Casino Chapel has
gained considerable fame, and much has been
written about it; however, that was not what the

monks originally intended.
With the passage of Prohibition, the vine
yards and the monastery were closed, and the
monks returned to their provincial house in La

Monmouth St., Newport, looking north, ca. 1940.

trobe, Pa. With no one to maintain the small

church, it soon fell into disrepair. The Diocese of
Covington (see Roman Catholics) had the build
ing dismantled in 1965 and rebuilt near a lake on
the Thomas More College campus in Crestview
Hills. Moving the 50-ton structure proved to be a
daunting task, requiring four months of difficult

shops, candy stores, chili parlors, five-and-dime
stores, grocery stores, hardware stores, jewelers,
movie houses, restaurants, shoe stores, and night
clubs. Several of the mafia's nightclubs stayed open
24 hours per day. Special shopping events, such as
Fashion Week, were scheduled by the merchants
throughout theyear, complete with valuable prizes,
food, and beauty competitions.
Many shoppers rode buses to Newport. Green
Line bus routes ran along Monmouth St., and the
crosstown route to Newport brought riders to and
from Covington. The MonmouthStreetMerchants
Association operated its own bus, the Merchants'
Bus. Maintained and operated by the Green Line
bus company, it was often seen parked on the east

CASSINOCHAPEL). Monte Casino Chapelde
rives its name from the famous Italian abbey
(spelled Monte Cassino) founded by St. Benedict,

unteer, George Windholtz, obtained permission
from the diocese to renovate the building at his
own expense in 1992. He tuck-pointed all of the
mortar joints, repaired the metalwork, added an
exterior concrete bench, and planted two blue

side of Monmouth St., at Ninth St., in front of the

the Roman Catholic founder of the Benedictine

spruce trees.

Crystal Chili Parlor, waiting to begin its scheduled
run north on Monmouth St. and east through Belle
vue and Dayton, Ky., and back. Originally, it was

order. The Benedictine priests and brothers who
came to Covington from Latrobe, Pa., operated a
vineyard called Monte Casino in Covington,
where this chapel originally stood. Bottles from
their wine operation were clearly marked "Monte
Cassino," the Italian spelling with which the Bene
dictines were accustomed. Exactly when and how
the localized and improper spelling "Monte Ca
sino" evolved over the years is unknown.

Originally built in an obscurelocation, Monte
Casino Chapel today stands next to a beautiful
lake, where it is easily accessible from the Thomas
More College campus and surrounding highways.
Many local residents regularly visit the lake and
the tiny church, to feed the ducks and enjoy the
peaceful atmosphere. The diocese does not allow
weddings to be held at the chapel; however, many
exterior wedding pictures have been taken there.
A motion picture was made in 1929 extolling sig
nificant points of interest in Kentucky, and the
Northern Kentucky sites featured were the Monte
Casino Chapel and the John A. Roebling
Bridge.

a free ride. The existence of the bus underscored

the importance of downtown Newport as a shop
ping destination, as well as the support its mer
chants received from the residents of Bellevue and

Dayton. During the 1930s the Monmouth St. mer
chants provided storefront space for a small bus
station near Eighth and Monmouth Sts. The bus
operated from 1919 well into the 1970s.
Kresge's Five and Dime Stores (the forerunner
of Kmart) had two stores within the 800 block of
Monmouth St. on the west side: one was a five and
dime store, and the other was a dollar store. The

Kresge store's major national competitor, Wool
worth's Five and Dime Stores, was located just
down the street in the next block. In early 1956,
with the opening of the Newport Shopping Center
justalittle south of the district along U.S. 27, shop
ping patterns in the region shifted. The new shop
ping center offered something that the landlocked
Monmouth Street Business District could not:

free, spacious, and convenient parking. The Kroger
grocery store and the Woolworth Five and Dime
Store in Newport's downtown business district

quickly moved to the shopping center, and the slow
decline of the downtown began. In recent years the
downtown has experienced a resurgence, partially
fed by the construction of a new City Hall there, as
well as developments such as Newport-on-the
Levee.

"Bus Station Is Fixed," KP June 13, 1930, 1.

"Light Donations Not Expanded for Lights," KP De
cember 4, 1930, 1.

"Newport Sidewalk Days." KE, July 30, 1996, B1A.
MONTE

CASINO

CHAPEL

(MONTE

In 1901 several Benedictine monks built the

tiny Monte Casino Chapel on the grounds of their
Monte Casino Monastery on a hill above the
Peaselburg neighborhood of Covington. Six
monks lived on the property and tended the vine
yards growing there. For many years they made
wine at the monastery, for sacramental and com
mercial purposes. One of the monks, Father Otto
Kopf conceived the idea ofbuilding a small church
at the monastery, to be used by the residents for
meditation and prayer. Kopf asked permission
from his superiors to construct the building, but
his request was denied. The leaders felt that the
community was too small and the expense too
great to justify such an endeavor. Kopfhad already
collected much of the needed stone, so he decided
to build a small shrine instead. Another monk,

labor. In the course of the move, Carlisle Construc

tion broke the drag (flatbed trailer) that trans
ported the chapel.
In 1922 Robert Ripley, of Ripley's Believe It or
Not fame proclaimed Monte Casino Chapel "the
smallest church in the world." A retired local vol

"Chapel's Story Largely Untold." KE, April 14, 1991, B1.
"He Greets the Lord Daily by Restoring Tiny Chapel."
KP. luly 13, 1992, 1.
"Miniature Chapel Only a Place of Prayer"KP March
9, 1930, 3.

RoadsideAmerica.com. "Tiny Churches." www
roadsideamerica.com (accessed November 8, 2006).

MONTEREY. Monterey in Owen Co. was settled
by John and Mary Williams, who arrived in 1795
and between 1805 and 1810 were living in the
southern part of today's Owen Co., along the
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Kentucky River. Another early arealandowner was
Stephen French, a surveyor. The pioneer settlement
at the site of Monterey was called the Mouth of Ce

with the school year of 1902–1903. On September
10, 1926, students attended their first classes at the

Monterey. The town has been enlarged by legisla

newly organized Monterey High School. An addi
tion was built onto the elementary school building
to accommodate the high school, which was used
through the year 1934. In fall 1935, area high
school students began attending the Owenton
High School. On December 15, 1938, the Monterey
elementary school building burned. A new school
building was finished for the fall classes in Septem
ber 1939, along Owenton Rd., and it served the
community for 31 years. In fall 1970 the town's
elementary-school students began attending the
Owen Co. Elementary School in Owenton.
Monterey experienced challenges in the mid
to-late twentieth century. River commerce and in
dustry declined, the flood of 1937 completely
covered the town, and on April 12, 1952, flames
destroyed a portion of the business section, includ
ing the post office, on Worth St., just off Ky. Rt. 35.
Furthermore, in April 1969, the Monterey Post Of.
fice closed, and residents were required to place
rural delivery boxes in front of their houses in or

tive statute three times: in 1847, 1874, and 1881.

der to receive mail.

Monterey was visited by numerous steamboats
and had considerable industry in the 19th and
early 20th centuries. Kentucky River traffic and
commerce hastened the growth of the town; it
flourished as a shipping point once locks and dams
were established on the Kentucky River in about
1838–1842. Monterey was a tobacco-marketing
center from 1840 through 1910. The Monterey Lo
cal of the Burley Tobacco Society was the first to be
organized in the region's Burley District. Lee H.
McGraw, a local capitalist, and W. D. Hardin
formed the Monterey Realty and Warehouse to

In 1997 the Kentucky Heritage Council listed
Monterey's Downtown Historic District on the
National Register of Historic Places. The area is
bounded on the north by Hillcrest St., on the east
by U.S. 127, on the south by High St., and on the
west by Taylor St. Agriculture is the major local
industry. Most residents of Monterey work in
stores, factories, or in state government in Frank
fort, and others travel to Florence or Georgetown
for employment. There are two Kentucky State
Highway Markers in Monterey: one of them
chronicles the history of the town, and the other
concerns the life of Col. Henry Sparks. The U.S.
Census Bureau listed the population of Monterey

dar, in reference to the location where Cedar Creek

empties into the Kentucky River. By 1816 circuit
riding preachers were visiting the Mouth of Cedar
Meeting House, the only place of worship in the
vicinity. The Williams's youngest son, James, es
tablished a trading post at the Mouth of Cedar
named Williamsburg. In February 1817 Turner
Bramham established the first mail service, and T.

B. Calvert was postmaster. In 1819 Owen Co. was
formed from Franklin, Gallatin, and Scott coun

ties, and the Williamsburg trading post continued
to operate.

In 1821 John Weems, a Scotsman, ran a small

store that chiefly sold coffee, lead, powder, salt,
sugar, tallow candles, and whiskey. The town was
officially established by an 1845 statute of the Ken
tucky legislature. On February 23, 1847, its name
was changed from Williamsburg to Monterey to
commemorate the Mexican

War Battle of

handle and finance the business that became

Monterey's Equity Tobacco Company. In March
1907, the Ware Tobacco Company began to manu

as 167 in 2000.

facture tobacco in town.

A Civil War skirmish occurred at Monterey on

June 11, 1862. In 1868 the W. G. Simpson Masonic
Lodge 472 was established. In 1885 a disastrous fire
destroyed a hotel and a whole block of business
structures in town. In 1869 the Union Church was

built, where different denominations worshipped
on designated Sundays. On the last Sunday in June
1901, a new building for the Monterey Baptist
Church was dedicated after the congregation had
been using the old Union Church for 32 years. In a
June 1908 visit to the town, James Tandy Ellis
wrote a renowned poem, "Among the Hills of
Monterey."
Monterey is divided by Cedar Creek, which at
one time was spanned by a covered bridge con
structed by Paddy Byrns and in use until 1910. A
210-foot iron truss span replaced it, and in 1931 the
Works Progress Administration built the current
concrete bridge, which remains in use.
The first school building was erected in
Monterey about 1880, on a lot adjacent to the Union
Church that was leased from the church in Sep
tember 1878 for 32 years. On June 17, 1901, the
trustees of the school at Monterey bought a site for
a second school building from Samuel Sanders for
$150. The building was available for use beginning

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,
1976,

Kentucky State Land Office. Historical Land Records.
Frankfort, Ky.
Logsden, Donna G. Final Survey Summary Report
of Monterey, KY. Hardyville, Ky: Logsden and
Logsden Architects, 1997.
Murphy, Margaret A. History of the Monterey Bap
tist Church and Community, Frankfort, Ky. Rob

designated Sundays, and there was a Sabbath
school each Sunday. This grand old church served
the area for about 80 years before it burned on No
vember 18, 1953.

Baptists worshipped in the Old Union Church
from 1871 to about 1901 as an organized church.
Elder John Alfred Head was the first pastor, and
there were 46 charter members. At the turn of the

century, the current building was constructed
about two blocks down the street from the Union

Church; it was dedicated on the last Sunday in June
1901. The church overlooks bottoms at the edge of
Cedar Creek facing the Kentucky River. The one
story brick building was designed in the Gothic
Revival style with an auditorium seating about
250. The first pastor at this location was Thomas C.
Ecton.

The Kentucky Heritage Council listed the
Monterey Historic District in the National Regis
ter of Historic Places on August 19, 1997, and the
Monterey Baptist Church property is located
within the district. Although the town of Monterey
has flooded many times, the church has never been
flooded. During the flood of 1937, many families
found refuge in the building.
In 1950 construction of a 10-room brick addi

tion began. A library was added in 1960 and
closed in 1993. Many important files and books
of local history were rescued and remain avail
able at the home of Margaret Alice Murphy near
Monterey. Also, the church's archives of births,
marriages, and deaths are being kept by Murphy.
A church parsonage built adjacent to the church
was dedicated in 1958. The church museum

opened for the first time October 3, 1965. Valu
able artifacts, documents, and photographs are
housed there, some dating from the Civil War.
Showcases containing artifacts and histories are
dedicated to local servicemen serving in all wars,
beginning with the Revolutionary War. A 360
page history entitled History of the Monterey
Baptist Church and Community was released
October 10, 1976. Tony Watkins, the current pas
tor, celebrated his 10th anniversary of service on
June 4, 2006. In 2005 the church membership was
375.

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,
1976.

erts, 1976.

Murphy, Margaret Alice, and Lela Maude Hawkins.
The History of Historic Old Cedar Baptist
Church and Community, 1816–2004. Frankfort,
Ky: Lynn, 2004.

Murphy, Margaret A. History of the Monterey Bap
tist Church and Community. Frankfort, Ky. Rob
erts, 1976.

Margaret A. Murphy

Margaret A. Murphy
MONTZ, LUCY ANN DUPUY (b. December

MONTEREY BAPTIST CHURCH. Monterey
Baptist Church, located at 44 High St. in Monterey,
near U.S. 127 in southern Owen Co., was estab

lished as a mission of the Baptists' Concord Asso
ciation in 1867. On October 28, 1867, lot 34 in

Monterey was transferred to Daniel S. Clark, James
E. Duvall, Michael Jewett, G.S. Sparks, and George
W. White, founding fathers of the Union Church,
as it came to be known. The Union Church was

30, 1842, Gallatin Co., Ky.; d. March 23, 1922,
Madison, Ind.). Lucy Ann Dupuy Montz, the first
woman dentist in Kentucky, was a leader in gain
ing acceptance of Gallatin Co. women into profes
sions traditionally held by men. Her father, John T.
Dupuy, a descendant of French Huguenots, came
to Gallatin Co. from Virginia and married Lucy's
mother, Henrietta Ross, in 1841. When John Du

puy heard of the discovery of gold in California, he

built between 1869 and 1871. Several denomina

left for the West in 1849 and was never heard from

tions worshipped in the Union Church on their

again. Lucy was the eldest of three surviving chil

MORGAN, JOHN HUNT

dren. Her two brothers served in Union regiments
during the Civil War. Lucy was 18 when she mar
ried Frank P. Montz, a steamboat man, in Louis

ville. They had a daughter who lived only a short
time, and by age 20 Lucy was widowed. Her early
education and the years immediately after her hus
band died are a mystery, but a photograph dated
1877 shows Lucy Montz among a group of teachers
at Scott Street School in Covington. In that same
year, the Covington School Board recognized her
excellent teaching skills by promoting her to teach
a higher grade level. She was 34 at the time. While
teaching, she attended the Cincinnati College of
Dental Surgery and graduated with honors on
March 4, 1889. She became a member of the faculty
of that school. In 1893 the Kentucky State Board of
Dental Examiners issued her a license registered in
the Gallatin Co. Clerk's office. Dr. Lucy, as she was
called, practiced in the front room of her home, a
house that remains standing at 301 W. High St. in
Warsaw, overlooking the Ohio River. She had an
active practice until 1921, when she retired, sold
her real estate and personal items, and moved to
Madison, Ind., to live with a niece. Montz died in
1922 in Madison and was buried at the Warsaw

Cemetery.

clude A Birthday Basket for Tia (1992); Agua,
Agua, Agua (1994), Pablo's Tree (1994); Confetti:
Poems for Children (1996; named a Notable Book
for a Global Society by the International Reading
Association); Tómas and the Library Lady (1997);
This Big Sky (1998); The Rainbow Tulip (1999),

1984).
“Death Notice,” KTS, March 23, 1922, 43.

“Death of Dr. Lucy D. Montz," Madison (Ind.) Cou
rier, March 23, 1922, 1.

“Local Personals,” Covington Ticket, November 17,
1877, 3.

“Taught School for Many Years." KTS, March 23,
1922, 43.

Judith Butler Jones

Kentucky thoroughbreds. Morgan was also once
called Stowers Station or Stowersville in honor of

table Book and also awarded the Golden Kite

Richard Stowers, who lived there and was one of

Award of the Society of Children's Book Writers &

the directors of the Kentucky Central Railroad,
which passed through Morgan. One of the oldest
houses in this community was built of stone by
John Myers. Fork Lick, a large creek originating in
Grant Co., empties into the South Licking River at
Morgan. The word lick was used to designate a
place where salt was available for wild game; sev
eral miles up Fork Lick was such a site. In the early
days, Tyree Oldham, father of Thomas J. Oldham,
leased or purchased the right to borea well to make
salt at the lick. He dug a hole to some depth but
later abandoned the project because of a disagree
ment with a partner. Robert Taylor, from Virginia,
purchased the well and a large amount of adjoin
ingland and established a health resort called Gum
Lick Springs. It was located near the creek just west
of what is now known as the John Denny Rd.

Illustrators); Yum! Mmmm! Que rico! (2007, win

ner of the Américas Award), and a new bilingual
series entitled My Family/Mi Familia. Mora lives
in Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Mora, Pat, to Paul A. Tenkotte, e-mail correspon

dence, July 18, 2008.
Pat Mora. www.patmora.com/ (accessed August 10,
2008).
Paul A. Tenkotte

MOREHEAD,JAMEST. (b. May 24, 1797. Shep
herdsville, Ky.; d. December 28, 1854, Covington,
Ky). James Turner Morehead, a Kentucky gover
nor, was the son of Armistead and Lucy Latham
Morehead. When he was about three years old, his
family moved to Russellville in Logan Co., where
he was educated in local schools; he then attended

Belew, Mildred. The First 200 Years of Pendleton

Transylvania College in Lexington. After gradua

County. Falmouth, Ky: M. B. Belew, n.d. ſca. 1994].

tion he returned to Russellville. He studied law
Mildred Belew

under circuit court judge H. P. Broadnax and John
J. Crittenden, was admitted to the bar in 1818, and

began the practice of law in Bowling Green. He
married Susan A. Roberts in 1823, and they had
two children, Robert and Joseph. In 1828 he was
elected to the Kentucky legislature from Warren
Co. and served until 1831. Elected lieutenant gov
ernor of Kentucky in 1832, he held that office until

became the 12th governor of the state, serving
from 1834 to 1836, and the first who was native

weak and where he seemed almost invincible.

born. After leaving office in 1836, he became the
president of the Kentucky State Board of Internal
Improvements. The following year, he returned to
the practice of law in Frankfort. Morehead was
elected to the Kentucky legislature again in 1837,
this time from Franklin Co. In 1841 he was ap
pointed to the U.S. Senate, where he served for the
next six years (1841–1846). He was a close ally of
Henry Clay, leader of the Whig political party.
Morehead subsequently set up his law office in
Covington, where he died in 1854 at age 57. He was
buried at the Frankfort Cemetery.

Morgan was born in Huntsville, Ala., and grew
up in Lexington, Ky. He was manufacturing uni
forms when the war began. On the Green River in
Kentucky and around Nashville, Tenn., his success
with irregular warfare thrilled the Southern peo
ple, and they identified with him as a chivalrous
knight, a cavalier from a romantic novel come to

in 1834, when he succeeded Breathitt. Morehead
Moore House.

books, a poet, and an activist, lived for six years
(1998–2004) in Edgewood. The daughter of Raúl
Antonio and Estela Delgrado Mora, she received
her BA and MA in English from Texas Western
College (now the University of Texas, El Paso
(UTEP) in 1963 and 1967. She was a teacher in the

El Paso Independent School District, a part-time
instructor of English both at the El Paso Commu
nity College and at UTEP, and an assistant to the
vice president of academic affairs and to the presi
dent at UTEP.Since 1989 Mora has been a full-time

writer. Hermany awards include a Kellogg National

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.

Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.

Fellowship (1986–1989), a National Endowment for

“Death of Honorable James T. Morehead,” CJ, De

the Arts fellowship in creative writing (1994), a
Civitella Ranieri Fellowship to write in Umbria, It

“Hon. James T. Morehead Leaves Frankfort and Sets

cember 30, 1854, 2.

aly (2003), honorary doctorates from the State Uni
versity of New York (SUNY) at Buffalo (2006) and

Up Residence in Covington," LVR, September 9,

North Carolina State University (2008), and honor
ary membership in the American Library Associa

Powell, Robert A. Kentucky Governors. Lexington,

1843, 3.

Ky: Kentucky Images, ca. 1989.

tion (ALA) (2008). Mora was the founder of the

family literacy initiative entitled El día delos niños/
El día de los libros (Children's Day/Book Day), now
a part of the ALA. Her many children's books in

MORGAN, JOHN HUNT. When the Confed

erate general John Hunt Morgan raided into Ken
tucky, he gave Northern Kentuckians some of their
most suspenseful moments during the Civil War.
The great alarm was during his First Kentucky
Raid in July 1862, when he struck the Bluegrass
and appeared to be marching toward Newport and
Covington. By then Morgan, world famous, was
moving behind Union lines, where resistance was

the death of Governor John Breathitt (1832–1834)

El Paso, Tex.). Pat Mora, anoted author of children's

known racetrack, where local breeders raised fine

with a Great Big Heart (2005, named an ALA No

MOORE, JOHN H., HOUSE. See John H.

MORA, PATRICIA “PAT” (b. January 19, 1942,

point. The settlement was on the west side of the
Licking River at the mouth of the creek. There were
several stores, a sawmill, a gristmill, a tavern, and a
large tannery operated by Thomas L. Garrard and
Jonathan Callen. The community had a well

Doña Flor: A Tall Tale about a Giant Woman

Bogardus, Carl R. "Kentucky's First Woman Dentist,"

Kentucky Dental Journal 36, no. 2 (March–April
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MORGAN. Morgan in western Pendleton Co.
was known in the early days as Fork Lick, after a
long creek that enters the Licking River at that

life. Southerners called him “Marion of the War.”

for Francis Marion of the Revolutionary War,
and he was the model for the Confederate Partisan

Ranger Act, authorizing guerrilla warfare behind
enemy lines. Morgan never intended to be a folk
hero, but he stands today as one of the greatest
guerrilla commanders in history. Tactics that he
employed are used today by special military forces.
He sent scouts in every direction, detached squads
to burn railroadbridges, and practiced intelligence
preparation of the battlefield by sending compa
nies to threaten strongholds he had no intention of
attacking. One of the first to use the telegraph, he
confused the enemy with imitative communica
tions deception. George “Lightning" Ellsworth
tapped Union telegraph lines and sent messages
that lured railroad trains into ambush and made it

seem that Morgan's men were threatening when
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actually they were miles away. The London Times
heralded Morgan's use of the telegraph as one of
the first innovations of the war. Morgan's raids di
verted Union forces from the front and caused the

Union army to expend a great deal of effort in false
alarms. Describing how the raiders traveled light,
the Louisville Journal noted: “They carry nothing
but their arms, which are first class, and their blan

kets—no haversacks, or any other encumbrance,
and live upon the country through which they
pass.

The First Kentucky Raid
The First Kentucky Raid gave citizens of Northern
Kentucky and Cincinnati their first significant
alarm in the war. The raiders marched to Glasgow
in south-central Kentucky, and Morgan published
a broadside challenging fellow Kentuckians to rise
and join his band. “Strike—for your altars and your
fires!" he urged, and when Northern Kentuckians
read the challenge in Cincinnati newspapers, they
imagined that Kentuckians were responding en
masse. From Louisville came word from the Union

Dennison, northeast of Cincinnati; they crossed
the river about midnight and departed on a special
train at 2:15 a.m. During the day, a regiment came
from Camp Chase in Columbus, Ohio, and an
other arrived from Indiana. The Covington volun
teers departed about noon, and the men from
Newport left in the evening along with 120 heavily
armed Cincinnati policemen and other Union
units from Ohio.

Then on Monday, July 14, officials realized that
if Morgan bypassed Lexington and Frankfort and
came to Northern Kentucky, there was no one to
defend the area. New home guards were required
immediately. "Attention! Attention! Union People
of Newport!" proclaimed a Newport broadside.
“There will be a meeting of all lovers of the Union,
at 8 p.m., this [Monday] evening, at the Court
House, to organize a Home Guard, as all the mili
tary companies have gone to Lexington. All
friends of the country are requested to be present."
Men volunteered in Newport, Covington, and
Cincinnati, but the tension continued through the
week for a total of eight days from the beginning.

commander in Kentucky, Gen. Jeremiah T. Boyle,

Race riots broke out on the riverfront in Cincin

that Morgan was attracting large numbers of re

nati between African American workers and

cruits and that his force was increasing as he moved
into the state. Morgan had a brigade of about 850
men, although Boyle estimated that it had in
creased to 3,000. He wired Cincinnati mayor
George Hatch: “Send artillery to Lexington and as
many men as possible by special train without de
lay." In reality, Morgan gained fewer than 300 re
cruits on the expedition. From July 4 to July 28,
1862, the raid continued: the raiders marched from

Glasgow into the Bluegrass, captured Cynthiana,
and withdrew in victory, totally eluding the Union
pursuit force of 3,000 under Gen. Green Clay
Smith. They caused so much confusion and dis
ruption that President Abraham Lincoln (1861–
1865) told Gen. Henry Halleck, “They are having a
stampede in Kentucky. Please look to it."
“To Arms!" challenged the Cincinnati Com
mercial, calling able-bodied men to join the home
guards. A telegram from Frankfort, received in
Covington on Friday afternoon, July 11, 1862, broke
the news that Morgan was at Glasgow and rapidly
moving toward Lexington. The news spread rap
idly,and mass meetings were scheduled in Newport
and Covington for 8:00 p.m. Saturday. A large
crowd gathered for the Covington rally, at the
Union Armory at Fourth and Greenup Sts. Speak
ers read the latest telegrams, and 150 men volun
teered to take the train to Lexington to fight Mor
gan. In Newport, at the meeting in the courthouse,
about 70 men stepped forward. The volunteers from
both cities departed from the Covington depot of
the Kentucky Central Railroad the next day.
That Sunday, July 13, 1862, was one of the most
exciting days in Covington's history. In response
to General Boyle's pleading, detachments of armed
Union soldiers and home guards converged on
Covington to board trains and get to Lexington as
soon as possible. A sense of urgency filled the air as
steamboats brought men over the river from Ohio
and Indiana; trains arrived and departed every few
hours. First came 280 Union soldiers from Camp

no fighting. But home guards from Newport and
Cincinnati and firemen from Cincinnati were

among the Union force of 345 that fought the raid
ers in the first battle of Cynthiana on July 17, 1862.
The Federals fought bravely and Morgan was sur
prised at their determination. When they surren
dered, Morgan paroled them and they returned
home along with the other volunteers. Morgan and
his men turned southeast from Cynthiana and the
raid ended, but the emergency left Union defend
ers better organized and with strengthened home
guards. Covington had experienced martial law,
and the crisis prepared citizens for the real threat
two months later when, during Bragg's invasion of
Kentucky, Gen. Henry Heth conducted a demon
stration in Northern Kentucky with about 8,000
infantry, artillery, and cavalry.
The Great Raid

The following July, during Morgan's Great Raid,

manning the defenses south of Newport and Cov
ington was not an issue because Morgan and his
raiders, violating commanding general Braxton
Bragg's instructions not to cross the Ohio River,
stormed through southeastern Indiana, moved

white stevedores, contributing to the tension. Pro

into Ohio, and marched toward Cincinnati's vul

Confederate Northern Kentuckians identified

nerable right flank. He had a division of 2,400 men
and the threat was not as great as it had been from
General Heth, but the three cities prepared for an

with Morgan, and in Covington several families
celebrated the raid by inviting their friends to se
cession meetings in their homes. The Union pro
vost marshal heard about these gatherings and
ordered them halted. Newport mayor R. W.
Hawkins proclaimed that Newport required "per
fect loyalty of her people.”
As the Northern Kentuckians feared, Morgan
avoided the forces that Boyle deployed in Lexing

attack. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside, who was in

Cincinnationganizing an army to invade East Ten
nessee, closed all traffic on the river to prevent
Morgan's men from using boats to escape. He and
other authorities closed businesses, called out the

home guards, and declared martial law in Cincin
nati, Covington, and Newport. However, Morgan

ton and Frankfort and marched northward be

never intended to attack Cincinnati. He conducted

tween the two cities. When the raiders camped at
Georgetown on July 16, people imagined that they
were advancing toward Covington. The Cincin
nati Gazette inquired: “Are the fortifications back
of Covington and Newport properly manned?”
The answer was obviously no, and that night at
11:00 p.m. a mounted courier from Independence
raced into Covington with the false rumor that
Morgan's entire force was 11 miles south of Inde
pendence and therefore only about 30 miles from
Covington. The alarm bells rang to call out the
home guards, and about 50 guards walked to the
armory, where they talked it over and voted to send
a rider to Independence to confirm the news be
fore manning the fortifications. Two days later an
other false report had Morgan steadily moving to
ward Northern Kentucky. "Another day's hard
riding in this direction,” declared the Cincinnati
Commercial, "and there is no adequate force to de
tain them, and they are at our very doors. We must
be fully prepared this day for any emergency." The
next day was Saturday, July 19, and tension over
whelmed Union authorities in Covington. They
declared martial law, posted guards at all roads
into town, and warned that anyone on the streets
after the 9:00 p.m. curfew would be shot.
Most of the Union men who passed through
Covington toward the Bluegrass on July 13 helped
defend Lexington and Frankfort and experienced

an all-night march around the city to the north on
July 13, 1863, but Union cavalry under Gen. Ed
ward Hobson and Gen. Henry Judah overtook him
in Meigs Co. In the battle of Buffington Island in
the Ohio River, near Pomeroy, Ohio, the Union
cavalry captured 700 of his men, including Basil
Duke, Morgan's second-in-command, and Thomas
Major, and killed and wounded more than 100.
Morgan withdrew with most of his men and con
tinued the raid for another week.

The Confederate soldiers captured at Buffing
ton Island were loaded onto three steamboats and

transported down the Ohio River to Cincinnati.
They arrived on the morning of Thursday, July 23,
four days after their capture, and the steamboats
anchored in the middle of the river between New

port and Cincinnati while preparations were made
for guarding the prisoners. Word spread through
Newport, Covington, and Cincinnati that the fa
mous raiders had come, and people rushed to the
river to see them. They gathered along the landings
and on the wharves and stood on rooftops and bal
conies. It was probably the largest crowd on the river
until recent times. As people watched, the pris
oners were unloaded and taken through the city to
the trainstation, from which they were transported
to prison camps.

On July 26 Morgan and the remainder of his
command were captured near West Point, Ohio.

MORGAN HIGH SCHOOL

Afterward, Morgan and 67 of his officers captured
during the raid were incarcerated in the Ohio State
Penitentiary in Columbus. They tunneled for
weeks with improvised tools, and on November 27,
Morgan and six of his men escaped. Morgan and
Capt. Thomas Hines took the night train to Cin
cinnati. Early the next morning, they jumped off
north of Cincinnati, walked to the river, and hired

a boy with a skiff to take them to the first stop on
the Southern underground railroad, the home of
Helen Ludlow (the wife of Israel Ludlow) in Lud

low, Ky. She gave them breakfast and supplied them
with horses and $60 in gold. From Ludlow, Mor
gan and Hines cut across northern Kenton Co.,
stopping at the Thomas and Cleveland homes be
fore meeting up with Benjamin F. McGlasson at
the home of Francis S. Tupman, located along Dry
Creek south of the Anderson Ferry. At Tupman's
house, they were given fresh horses and led into
northern Boone Co., where they followed Zig Zag
Rd, down Gunpowder Creek to Pleasant Valley Rd.
(Ky. Rt. 237). They went to Dr. John Dulaney's
house on Pleasant Valley Rd., and Dulaney led
them through Sugartit (see Gunpowder (Sugar
titl) and then south on the Florence Turnpike (U.S.
42) to the home of Daniel Piatt. The Piatt-Fowler

Union soldiers and home guards manned the de
fenses, but the alarm was nothing compared to two
years before. Morgan captured Cynthiana and re
turned south. He was killed on September 4, 1864,
in Greeneville, Tenn., and ultimately was buried at
the Lexington Cemetery.
CC, July 14, 17, 18, 1862.
CDG, July 16, 1862.
Duke, Basil W. A History of Morgan's Cavalry 1867.
Reprint, West Jefferson, Ohio. Genesis, 1997.
Ferguson, Bruce. “The Story of John Hunt Morgan
Presented by Bruce Ferguson," presented to the
Boone Co. Historical Society, March 21, 2002. Vid

road is now closed, the Civil War–era roadbed is

son Perry as a guide, the men passed Big Bone

Lick and continued south along Bender Rd. They
crossed Mud Lick Creek and followed Big Bone
Creek to Big South Fork, making their final Boone
Co. stop at the Richardson house on South Fork
Church Rd.

Morgan and Hines passed into Gallatin Co.
late on Sunday, November 28, less than 40 hours
after their daring escape from the penitentiary in
Columbus. With the aid of a network of Confeder

ate sympathizers, Morgan and Hines traveled all
the way through Kentucky to Tennessee. The Great
Raid served to boost Southern morale and delayed
Burnside's advance for one month.

The Last Kentucky Raid
Assigned to southwestern Virginia and with 2,000
men, Morgan led the Last Kentucky Raid in June
1864. He captured Lexington on June 10, and on
that day a false alarm in Northern Kentucky and
Cincinnati reported that the raiders were fifteen
miles from Covington and riding hard for the city.

18, 1886, 3.

Conrad, William. Yesterdays. A project of the Ken
tucky 200th Anniversary, Judy Clabes, ed. Fort
Mitchell, Ky: Picture This! Books, 1992.
County history files, Boone Co. Public Library, Bur
lington, Ky.
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1924.
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corder, July 7, 1955, 7.
Russ, Gina. “Morgan Academy—Burlington's Earli
est,” NKH 16, no. 1 (Fall–Winter 2008): 39–45.

Jannes W. Garbett
Burlington, Ky.

Holland, Cecil F. Morgan and His Raiders: A Biog
raphy of the Confederate General. New York:
Macmillan, 1943.

Horwitz, Lester V. The Longest Raid of the Civil
War: Little-Known Stories of Morgan's Raid into
Kentucky, Indiana, and Ohio. Cincinnati. Farm
court, 1999.

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky: Standard,
1976.

Louisville Journal, October 22, 1862.

Ramage, James A. Rebel Raider: The Life of General
John Hunt Morgan. Lexington: Univ. Press of
Kentucky, 1986; 2nd ed., 1995.

clearly visible next to the parking area at the Adair
Wildlife Management Area. With Henry Corbin's

Boone County Recorder, August 27, 1878, 3; August

eotape available at the Boone Co. Public Library,

house is one of the best-known stone houses in the

county. It still commands a sweeping view of the
land along U.S. 42 in Union. From the Piatt house,
Morgan and Hines were conducted along Clark
ston Ln. and Hathaway Rd. (Ky. Rt. 536) to the
home of Henry Corbin on Big Bone Rd. They
reached Corbin's house at 10:00 p.m. and rested for
the night.
The news of Morgan's trip through Boone Co.
spread quickly, and the following morning many
members of the Big Bone Baptist Church came to
pay their respects. Morgan and Hines accepted
fresh horses and visited with the congregation for a
time before continuing their journey south along
Gum Branch Rd, past the church. Although this
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James A. Ramage and Matthew E. Becher
MORGAN ACADEMY. The Morgan Academy
in Burlington was a private school established in
1814 by the sale of seminary lands set aside by the
government of Kentucky. It opened as Boone
Academy and operated under that name from 1814
to 1832, then as Burlington Academy (1833–1841),
and finally as Morgan Academy (1842–1897). In
structors Thomas Campbell, Dr. B. W. Chamblin,
Willie Gaines, and Lovette Whitehead were among
the school's leaders.

By 1842 the new name, Morgan Academy, had
been cut instone and etched in gold leafon the front
of the academy's building. Boone Co. resident Allen
Morgan had died without a will or heirs, and Ken
tucky law said that such estates were to be donated
for educational purposes; therefore, Boone Academy
inherited Morgan's estate and adopted his name.
A partial honor roll list dated October 29, 1886,
named Annie Cowen, Harry Fisk, and Katie Huey
as high achievers, having marks in the 90th per
centile. Tuition was $1.50 per month for primary
students, $2.50 for intermediate students, and

$4.00 for those attending high school. Students
who boarded at the school were charged an addi
tional $2.50 to $3.50 per week. A few of the Boone
Co. leaders of the 19th and 20th centuries who at

tended Morgan Academy were J. W. Calvert, Dr.
Otto Crisler, J. W. and Fountain Riddell, and Dr.

Elijah Ryle.
In the final years of the academy, Professor
Henry Newton was both teacher and principal.
Newton was said to resemble John Wilkes Booth,

was very closed-mouth as to his personal life, and
limped on his disabled foot.
Morgan Academy closed its doors in 1897. The
school building was demolished many years ago.

MORGAN HIGH SCHOOL. By 1909, Pendle.
ton Co. had three independent high schools, one of
which was the Morgan Graded and High School.
This institution's first schoolhouse was a multi

story brick structure located near the banks of the
Licking River. In 1920, Morgan High School's first
graduating class consisted of Kate Hand Douglas
and Minerva Rigg. Between 1920 and 1928, the
12th grade was not offered at the school; to finish
high school, students completed their senior year
elsewhere, typically at Falmouth High School or
Butler High School. When Charles S. Brown be
gan serving as principal at Morgan High School, in
1928 or 1929, he reinstated the final year of the
high school curriculum. As a result, in spring 1929
diplomas were awarded to four students. During
this same year, the school added a gymnasium.
Morgan High School joined the Pendleton
Co. Public Schools and began using buses for
transportation in 1930. In 1939, a new brick build
ing was added for the high school, providing addi
tional classrooms for the lower grades in the origi
nal structure. Also in 1939, the school added a

lunchroom, a very modern convenience for a rural
school at the time. An old church building near the
campus was secured in 1947 and converted into a
home economics facility.
In 1941 Morgan High School graduated its
largest class, totaling 31 students. By the time its
last class graduated in 1959, an estimated 600 stu
dents claimed the Morgan High School as their
alma mater. The school's colors were royal blue and
gold, its mascot was the Raiders (a pirate head was
the symbol), and the school newspaper was The
Sky Rocket (printed from 1940 to 1959). The fresh
man basketball team was known as the Morgan
Midgets. The Morgan High School yearbook, The
Morganeer, was published for the last 10 years the
high school operated and included information on
all grades, I through 12.
Morgan High School ceased to exist at the close
of the 1958–1959 school year, and the Pendleton
Co. Board of Education consolidated the upper
grades from Butler and Morgan high schools into
the newly constructed Pendleton Co. Memorial
High School in fall 1959.
At least 11 principals served Morgan High
school. The high school's alumni reside in 18 states
and a few live in foreign nations. Seventy-five or
more of the high school's graduates served in the
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MORNING VIEW

armed forces during World War II. Included
among the more distinguished graduatesis Kenny
Price, who was a popular recording artist and star
on the television program Hee Haw until he died
in 1987. An alumni organization was formed in
1935. After several dormant years, a more active
alumni organization was formed in 1951 and con
tinues to meet semiannually.
From fall 1959 until the early 1970s, the high
school's building served as one of the county's pri
mary schools, housing grades one through eight.
Formany years afterward, the building served as a
recreation center, including a gym for church
league basketball and a roller skating rink. Today,
the building is privately owned.
Belew, Mildred Bowen. "History of Pendleton County
Schools." www.rootsweb.com/~kypendle/school
history.htm (accessed September 30, 2006).
Dennie, Debbie, and Patty Jenkins, comps. Forks of
the Licking, Bicentennial Edition, 1798–1998.
Falmouth, Ky., Falmouth Outlook, 1998.
Morris, Linda S. Thornton, ed. The Pendleton Echo,

1960. Falmouth, Ky:Pendleton High School, 1960.
Wilson, Lois. Interview by Aprile Conrad Redden,
September 20, 2006, Falmouth, Ky.
Wolfe, Ronald Glenn, ed. The Morganeer, 1958–

1959 Morgan, Ky: Morgan High School, 1959.
Michael D. Redden and Aprile Conrad
Redden

MORNING VIEW. Morning View is an unin
corporated community located in the Licking
River valley in Kenton Co.'s southeastern corner.
Before the Covington and Lexington Railroad
arrived in 1853, the Licking River and the Ameri
can Indian trail that followed it served as the main

transportation arteries for this area, which had
been primarily a farming community. The area
comprising Morning View was called Mullins Sta

Threlkeld's real estate holdings, which included a
600-acre farm in Morning View, were valued at
$21,000. Upon his death in 1877, a correspondent of
Covington's Daily Commonwealth credited the
civic-minded Threlkeld for much of Morning
View's prosperity and noted that the town "could
not have had so great a loss in any other person."
Two of Morning View's most enduring institu
tions are churches, St. Mary of the Assumption
Catholic Church and Morning View United
Methodist Church. Located on Decoursey Pk., St.
Mary's was built in 1869 to serve the needs of Ger
man Catholic railroad workers. The parish also
operates a school. The congregation that became
the Morning View United Methodist Church first

of Chicago, defeating the Democrat William Jones.
He served two years as mayor, 1838 and 1839. His
work as mayor was hindered by the economic ef.
ſects of the panic of 1837 and a poor real estate
market. In 1851 he was elected to a judgeship in the

met in the Mullins School. In 1887 the church ac

Chicago and was buried in the Chicago area's larg
est cemetery, Rosehill.

quired property and constructed a one-room
frame church building. The present church build
ing was dedicated in 1974.
Morning View's rural settinghas made itacen.
ter for outdoor recreation in Northern Kentucky.
During the 1880s, Threlkeld's Grove was a popular
site for picnic excursions. For several years, Morn
ing View was a hub of area Boy Scout activity.
Camp Hatfield, located near Brady's Lake in Morn
ing View, hosted several scout gatherings during
the 1920s. The camp was named for local Boy Scout
leader Capt. J. T. Hatfield. In 1929 the Northern
Kentucky area Boy Scoutsestablished a new camp
ground in Morning View. Named after a Coving
ton grocer who donated land for the site, Camp
George W. Hill comprised 40 acres.
Southeastern Kenton Co., including Morning
View, retains its rural atmosphere. But, though
housing subdivisions and strip malls have yet to
encroach upon the area, the major redesigns of Ky.

Illinois circuit court. In 1860 he was a candidate

for governor of Illinois. During the Civil War, be
cause of his Southern leanings, he was generally
thought to be a copperhead (a Northern resident
with Southern sympathies). In the early days of
Chicago, Morris had invested well in real estate,
and though not fabulously rich, he lived comfort
ably throughout his last years. He married three
times; his first two wives preceded him in death.
Morris was a Roman Catholic. He died in 1879 in

Politicalgraveyard.com. "Buckner Stith Morris." www
politcalgraveyard.com (accessed June 25, 2007).
Grossman, James R., Ann Durkin Keating, and Janice
L. Reife, eds. The Encyclopedia of Chicago. Chi
cago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 2004.
MOSER, MARY (b. March 17, 1897, Covington,
Ky; d. December 28, 1987, Covington, Ky.) Mary
Moser, a social worker, was born Mary Cathe
rine Macke, the daughter of Frank J. and Julia
Walsh Macke. She grew up in Covington, attend.
ing St. Mary Grade School and La Salette Acad
emy. Mary married Ralph E. Moser upon his re
turn from World War I, and they had four
daughters; Ralph started the first unemployment
agency in Northern Kentucky. The family moved
to Idaho Ave. in Fort Mitchell. Ralph died prema
turely in 1935, leaving Mary to support the family,
and she went to work for the Kenton Co. Welfare

Rts. 17 and 536 in centraland southern Kenton Co.

portend a level of development in Morning View

Department as a social worker when that profes
sion was still in its infancy. In 1948 Mary Moser

unseen since the railroad first arrived.

became one of the founders of Catholic Social Ser

tion for a time after the railroad arrived. The estab

lishment of a post office in 1855 officially changed
the community's name to Morning View. Tradi
tion has it that the name Morning View came from
a passenger on a morning train who enjoyed the
valley's scenery. George H. Mullins, a prominent
Morning View resident during the early period,

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun

lent his name to the train station. The Mullins fam

Greg Perkins

ily also operated a hotel and saloon, established a
local school, and donated land for a train depot.
When Mullins's hotel burned down in 1883, the

town rallied to support the family by staging a fes
tival to raise funds for reconstruction. By the mid
1870s, Morning View was a bustling railroad stop
with a population of about 75. Morning View's
farmers shipped grain, hay, livestock, and tobacco.
The railroad provided more than just conve
nient shipping for Morning View's farm products:

ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
"Camp Is Ready," KP June 22, 1929, 1.
"Morning View, DC, November 29, 1877.2

Morning View United Methodist Church. www
mvumc.faithweb.com (accessed April 8, 2006).

MORRIS, BUCKNER STITH (b. August 19,
1800, Augusta, Ky; d. December 16, 1879, Chicago,
Ill.). Buckner Stith Morris was the son of Dickin
son and Frances Buckner Morris. His father was

the county surveyor in Pendleton Co., and his ma
ternal grandfather laid out the town of Augusta.
Buckner was educated at home and worked on a

and Cincinnati, James Threlkeld was one of the

farm as a youth, where he also hunted small game.
In 1824 he began to study law and in 1827 opened a
law practice in Augusta. He was elected to the Ken
tucky legislature at age 29 and served two terms.
Politically, he was a conservative Whig. In 1832 he

commuters. A native of Flemingsburg, Threlkeld
was a prosperous and well-connected Cincinnati
merchant who moved to Morning View during the
late 1860s. His brother-in law Richard M. Bishop
was mayor of Cincinnatiduringthe early 1860s and
governor of Ohio during the late 1870s. In 1870

he left Kentucky on horseback for Chicago. When
he set up his law practice in Chicago, there were
only 37 homes in the city. He participated in the
incorporation of Chicago in 1837, and on March 6,
1838, as a Whig, he was elected the second mayor

it also allowed affluent businessmen to reside in the

country and commute to their jobs in Covington

married Evilina Barker of Mason Co., and in 1834

Mary Moser

MOTCH JEWELERS

vices in Northern Kentucky (see Catholic Chari
ties), the social services delivery arm of the Dio
cese of Covington (see Roman Catholics). She
worked tirelessly helping people and families in
need, and over the course of her employment ar
ranged for more than 300 children to be placed in
adoptive homes. In 1980 Moser was honored for
her years of effort by being chosen the national so
cial worker of the year at a convention in Roches
ter, N.Y. At age 90 she continued to visit "her old
people" in nursing homes in the region. Mary Mo
ser died in 1987 at St. Elizabeth Hospital in Cov
ington and was buried at St. Mary Cemetery in

Mosher, a Confederate activist and a wood carver,

Tenkotte, Paul A., Thomas S. Ward, and David E.

was the daughter of Thornton and Julia A. Keene
Perry.She became deafatage 20,having contracted
meningitis after attending a ball at the Newport
Barracks. Shortly after her marriage to William
Webster Mosher, whose family owned the Lato
nia Springs Hotel in Latonia, she moved to Cov
ington. William Mosher died in 1897.
Kate Mosher was a Southern sympathizer dur.
ing the Civil War. She was known to render aid to
Southerners who passed through Covington. She
also helped some 50prisonersescape from the Rock
Island Arsenal, a prison in Illinois near the Missis.
sippi River for captured Southern soldiers. She en
tered the prison allegedly to visit a prisoner and
later used information gathered during her visit to
effect the Confederate prisoners' escape. After the
fighting ended, she assisted homeless persons in
Northern Kentucky who were victims of the war.

Schroeder. To Be Catholic and American in North

As a clubwoman, Mosher was a charter mem

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The

ber of the Covington Art Club. She organized
the United Daughters of the Confederacy in Ken
tucky and started the organization's Henrietta
Hunt Morgan chapter in Newport and its Basil
Duke chapter in Fort Thomas.

Fort Mitchell.

"Dedication Marked Mary C. Macke Moser," KP De
cember 30, 1987, 1.

Ott, James. A Brief History of the Diocese of Coving
ton. Strasbourg, France: Editions du Signe, 2002.

Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Anne Moser Flannery
MOSGROVE, GEORGE DALLAS (b. August
18, 1844, Lousiville, Ky; d. February 21, 1907, Car
roll Co., Ky.) Writer George Dallas Mosgrove was
theson of William and Elizabeth Mosgrove. Where
he was educated is not known, but it is obvious

from the style of his famous work Kentucky Cava
liers in Dixie that he learned how to write well. He

enlisted in the 4th Kentucky Cavalry Regiment
CSA (Confederate States of America) on September
2, 1862, at New Liberty in Owen Co. and remained
a private throughout his time of service. He was as:
signed as a clerk to the regimental, and later the bri
gade, headquarters, where he was a copyist and a
messenger. He had the opportunity to meet and
work with many famous participants in the Civil
War, such as John C. Breckinridge, John Hunt
Morgan, Humphrey Marshall, Basil Duke, and
Jubal Early. As the events of the war transpired, he
had the presence of mind to record them, and it re
sulted in his book Kentucky Cavaliers in Dixie
(1895). This work presents short biographies of
many of the members of the 4th Kentucky Cavalry
Regiment. It is far more than the standard regimen
talhistories that were published after the Civil War.
When the war ended, Mosgrove moved to Carroll
Co., where he taught in a one-room school at Lo
cust Grove near Carrollton. He wrote many articles
for various local and national publications. One
morning in 1907, he was found dead along the road
from Carrollton to Locust Grove, having appar
ently died of heart failure. His gravestone at the In
ternational Order of Odd Fellows Cemetery in
Carrollton notes his allegiance to the South. His fa
mous work continues to be reprinted because of its
value as a primaryhistorical source.

Asan artist, she was a student of famed Cincin
nati wood carver Benn Pitman. Mosher's carved

furniture was exhibited at the Centennial Exposi
tion in Philadelphia in 1876 and at the Columbian
Exhibition in Chicago in 1893. A member of Trin
ity Episcopal Church in Covington, she oversaw
and contributed to the wood carving done on its
altar and in the chapel during the 1890s.
Mosher died in 1926 at the home of a relative

on Madison Ave. in Covington and was buried in
the Mosher family lot at Spring Grove Cemetery in
Cincinnati.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 10669, for the year
1926.

"Mrs. Kate Mosher Called by Death," KP, April 6,
1926, 1.

Mosgrove, George Dallas. Kentucky Cavaliers in
Dixie. Ed. Bell Irvin Wiley, 1895. Reprint, Wilm.
ington, N.C.: Bradford, 1987.
MOSHER, KATEE.P. (b. July 11, 1836, Warsaw,
Ky; d. April 5, 1926, Covington, Ky). Kate E. Perry

Motoh Jewelers, ca. 1905
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Roth, George F., Jr. The Story of Trinity Episcopal
Church in Covington. Covington, Ky: Trinity
Episcopal Church, 1991.
Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati.
MOTCH JEWELERS. In 1857 Michael C.

Motch, a watchmaker and jeweler from Cincin
nati, opened the Motch Jewelry Store in Covington
(see Covington, Downtown). The store adver
tised its expertise in watch and jewelry repair as
well as the best prices and selection available for
clocks, new jewelry, and fancy articles. Motch's
watch, jewelry repair, and restoration business
thrives today, and complete appraisal services have
been added. The enterprise continues to be family
owned and operated. It is the oldest jewelry store in
the Midwest, having been at its current location,

613 Madison Ave., since 1871. The original display
cases are in the store, as is a 10-foot-tall George
Jones regulator clock. A street clock from Boston's
E. Howard & Company stands on the sidewalkin
front of the store and is a Covington landmark.
Motch's displays watches, eyeglasses, and letter
openers that were samples 100 years ago.
The first store was located at 512 Madison Ave.
Success enabled Motch to retain Cincinnati archi

tect James W. McLaughlin to design a new jewelry
store building. In September 1871, the business
moved across the street into the new structure. Ad

vertisements for the Grand Opening acclaimed the
building as a work of art and encouraged citizens
to visit just to see the "adornments." Upon his
death in 1900, Motch was said to be one of Coving.
ton's wealthiest residents.

Covington City Directory, 1869.

"Dropped Dead." CE, January 2, 1900.5.
Kenton Co. Death Records, for the year 1900, Kenton
Co. Public Library, Covington, Ky.
"M.C. Motchs New Store Opened, CI, September 23,
1871, 3.

"Motch Jewelers." www.motchjewelers.com/ (ac

cessed August 17, 2007).
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MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH

Nelson, Kristi. "Business Is Good—and Long

Lasting." KE, November 8, 1996, BIC.
Jeanne Greiser
MOTHER OF GOD CATHOLIC CHURCH.

Established in 1841 for German-speaking Catho
lics of St. Mary Church (now the Cathedral Ba
silica of the Assumption), the architectural and
artisticmasterpiece Mother of God Church in Cov

ington holds the distinction of being the "mother
parish" of German-speaking Catholic "daughter
parishes" throughout Northern Kentucky. In addi
tion, its early brother-pastors William (1848–
1907) and Henry (1855–1929) Tappert promoted
German American Catholicism in the United

rendered symbols of the Glorious Mysteries flank

stained-glass windows were, for the most part, ex
ecuted by the Munich firm of Mayer and Com
pany. The Stations of the Cross were the work of
the Swiss artist Paul Deschwanden. The organ, by

many of whom were senior citizens, widows, wid
owers, or single. Only 30 traditional family units
with children remained. The parish council hired
Community Action Associates of Pittsburgh, Pa.,
in late 1969 to study the future of the parish. As a
result of that study and the members resiliency,
the parish determined to remain open and to re
place the church's furnace and leaking roof carry
out other necessary repairs and renovations, de
molish the school building for additional parking,
and construct aparish hall in the undercroft of the

the Cincinnati firm of Koehnken and Grimm, was

church. Rev. William Mertes (1921–2003) (admin

built in 1876. In recognition of the outstanding

istrator 1971 and pastor 1971–1981) oversaw con
struction of the parish hall, which was designed by
the architectural firm of Robert Ehmet Hayes and
Associates of Fort Mitchell. The nearly $75,000
construction project was completed by Martin
Zalla of Building Crafts Inc. of Newport. The de

the main reredos altar and crucifixion scene. The

altars, the communion rail, and the furnishings of
the sanctuary are of hand-carved oak. The statues
of the altar's crucifixion scene, imported from
Germany, are of hand-carved wood covered by

gesso (a thin layer of plaster). The outstanding

architecture of Mother of God Church, it was

added to the National Register of Historic Places
in 1973.

States outside of Kentucky. For instance, William
Tappert was one of the incorporators of Leo House
in New York City (1888), which offered temporary

Mother of God's school building, designed by
the famous Cincinnatiarchitectural firm of Samuel
Hannaford and Sons and dedicated in 1906, was

molition of the school followed in 1974, with the

perhaps the finest parochial school edifice in the
Diocese of Covington. The building included 10

construction of a parking lot in its place.
In 1974 Mertes became instrumental in spark
ing a neighborhood restoration movement, when
he and 12 other "urban pioneers" formed the Cov
ington Avenue Property Partnership. This group
originally rehabilitated nine homes on Covington
Ave. and has since sponsored more restoration
projects, as wellasconstruction of new in-fillhous
ing in the neighborhood. The area is now appropri
ately listed in the National Register of Historic

overnight accommodations, the Sacraments, and
assistance to German-Catholic immigrants arriv
ing at New York harbor.
The present church edifice, dedicated in 1871,
is considered one of the premier examples of Ital
ian Renaissance Revival architecture in America.

Designed by the noted Cincinnati architectural

classrooms, a teachers conference room, an audito

rium seating 900 (with a gallery and four boxes), a
music recital hall, a gymnasium, club rooms for
Catholic men and women of the city, a reading
room, abilliardroom, akitchen, and shower and tub

firm of Walter and Stewart, it was the tallest

structure in Covington until the building of sky
scrapers in the late 20th century. It is distinguished
as a landmark by its 150-foot dome and its twin
200-foot bell towers, long used by steamboat pi
lots as a guide point in their navigation along the

rooms. At the time of its dedication, the school en
rolled about 565 students. When the Cincinnati

Symphony Orchestra visited Covington, it regularly

played in the school's acoustically perfect audito
rium. By the early 20th century, the school had lost
enrollment as families left the downtown area and

Ohio River. The church's interior is embellished

by a secco paintings on the ceiling and the sanctu
ary walls, mainly by the German American artist
Wenceslaus Thien (1838–1912). Five large mu
rals by the renowned German American artist
Johann Schmitt (1825–1898) depict the five Joy
ful Mysteries of the Rosary. Thien's symbolic de
pictions of the five Sorrowful Mysteries wrap
around the apse of the sanctuary, and his finely

moved to other neighborhoods of Covington, as
well as to outlying suburbs. In absolute numbers,
the parish reached its peak about 1915, with 4,000
members.
From about 1950 until the 1970s, Mother of God

was an inner-city, downtown congregation facing
the twin crises of urban renewal and suburban

flight. By 1950 the parish had declined to a member
ship of 1,400, and its school enrolled a mere 112 stu
dents. The decrease in the parish'selementary school
enrollment actually proved beneficial to other edu
cational institutions, as parts of the mammoth
school building were utilized as an "incubator."
Covington Catholic High School (for young
men) was housed in the building from 1925 until
January 1955, and from September 1957 until June
1967, Villa Madonna College (now Thomas More
College) leased space for its science laboratories. A
Braille Classroom ofthe Society for Visually Handi
capped Children (see Blind and Visually Im
paired) was opened in the school in 1958. Mother
of God School closed at the end of the 1961–1962

academic year, and its children attended neighbor
ing St. Aloysius School. The closing of Mother of
God School enabled Good Counsel School (see

Riverside-Good Counsel School) to occupy the
building from September 1962 until June 1971.
In June 1966 Bishop Richard Ackerman asked
Msgr. Edward T. Hickey, chancellor of the diocese,
to become pastor. At that time the parish had more
than 600 active households. Urban renewal, sub

Mother of God Catholic Church.

urban migration, and an aging urban core quickly
took their toll, and by 1969 the parish had declined
to about 350 active households (537 parishioners),

Places as Mutter Gottes (German for "Mother of
God") National Historic District.

In 1981 Rev. Ralph Hartman, formerly director
of Campbell Lodge, became pastor of Mother of
God Church. Hartman's indefatigablelaborson be
half of Mother of God saw the parish through three
difficult crises. First, on May 16, 1985, lightning
struck nearby St. Aloysius Church at W. Seventh
and Bakewell Sts., and the resultant fire destroyed
the historic building and its famous grotto. The di
ocese subsequently (January 1, 1986) merged that
parish with Mother of God. Second, on March 10,
1986, a "microblast" of tornadic winds (see Torna

does) struckCovington. As Mother of God Church
was undergoing repairs necessitated by the storm,
the third crisis occurred. On the evening of Sep
tember 25, 1986, workmen accidentally set the
church dome afire. The fire caused extensive dam

age to the dome, as well as smoke and water damage
to the historic interior. A subsequent $1.5 million
restoration, overseen by Hartman and parishioners
Victor Canfield and Paul Tenkotte, faithfully re
covered the church's former historic appearance.
Bruce Goetzman, a well-known restoration archi

tect and professor at the University of Cincinnati,
washired, and Martin Zalla of Building Crafts Inc.
of Newport served as general contractor. The lan
tern of the dome was rebuilt to the exact specifica
tions of the old. Canvas paintings were carefully
consolidated, cleaned, and restored. The plaster
capitals of damaged columns and pilasters were re
molded to exact specifications and covered with
gold leaf. The repainted sky scene in the dome was
painstakingly matched to surviving plaster pieces.
The entire process of restoration was professionally
photographed and documented. The Miami Pur
chase Association for Historic Preservation of Cin

MOUND BUILDERS

cinnati recognized the restoration in a 1987 annual
awards ceremony. The restoration received national
acclaim at the 42nd Annual Conference of the Na

tional Trust for Historic Preservation (Cincinnati,

1988) and at the 44th Annual Meeting of the Soci
ety of Architectural Historians (Cincinnati, 1991).
In 1991 Rev. Raymond Holtz (1932–2003) be
came pastor, just as the parish was marking its ses
quicentennial. In the following year, the church
installed a lift for disabled persons. Then the parish
commissioned Goetzman to design a new educa
tional and meeting facility, the St. Aloysius Center,
which was dedicated in 1995.

Long recognized for its generous commitment

of Alcoholics Anonymous” (see Substance Abuse
Treatment), leased the building from the parish
as a meeting hall.
Mother of God Church has long excelled in the
liturgical arts. From the 1840s until the 1870s, B. H.
F. Hellebusch (1825-1885) was the organist and a
teacher at Mother of God. Hellebusch, through
multiple editions of his best-selling German Ameri

can hymnal Gesang und Gebet Buch, popularized
many German Songs in America, including "O
Come Little Children,” “Holy God, We Praise Thy
Name," and “Hail Holy Queen Enthroned Above."
From 1895 until 1955, Professor Edward Strubel

panded these efforts during the leadership of many
pastors. In 1931 Bishop Francis W. Howard ap
pointed Rev. Edward Klosterman (1884–1961)
(pastor 1930–1961) as chairman of the diocese's
Charity Association, the predecessor of the Cath

(1875–1964) was organist. Born in Bavaria in 1875,
he studied at the musical conservatories in Speyer
and Würzburg, Germany, and immigrated to the
United States in 1894. As a composer of secular and
religious works, he was perhaps best known for his
composition"When Evening Shadows Fall"Mother
of God's Choral Club, which may have been the first

olic Charities. Klosterman's charitable work dur

diocesan choir to feature both male and female

ing the Great Depression, the flood of 1937, and
World War II was legendary in Northern Ken
tucky. He was instrumental in the founding of the

voices, was founded in 1938. For many years, it was
under the direction of Leo J. Grote. In 1941 it began
its highly successful Lenten meditation the “Seven
Last Words of Christ,” by Theodore Dubois. In 1949
it earned the grand prize at a three-state music festi
val at Indiana University in Bloomington, Ind.,
qualifying it to sing at the Chicagoland Music Festi
val at Soldiers' Field. There, it placed third in na
tional competition.
Today Mother of God parish continues its
commitment to historic preservation with its Na
tional Register church, to fine music with its Cho
ral Club and its Folk Ensemble, and to community
service in the inner city. The congregation num
bers about 1,900 people, drawn from throughout
the Northern Kentucky and Cincinnatimetropoli

to social concerns, Mother of God Church ex

Kenton Co. Relief Committee in 1931 and served
as its first chairman. He was a member of the board

of directors of the Kenton Co. chapter of the
American Red Cross, astrong supporter and ad
visory board member of St. Elizabeth Hospital (see
St. Elizabeth Medical Center), and influential

in the founding of both the Kenton Co. Tubercu
losis Sanatorium and the Carmel Manor Nursing
Home (see Nursing Homes and Retirement
Housing). In 1946 Klosterman was involved in
establishing the Society of St. Vincent de Paul's
Salvage Bureau, originally located on Greenup St.;
it later moved to 241–243 Pike St. The store, man

aged by Mother of God parishioner Andrew Lonne
man, sold used clothing and furniture at reason
able prices to the poor. In the same year, Bishop
William Mulloy announced the establishment of a

tan region.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky. Diocese of Covington,
1954.

central office of the Bureau of Catholic Charities in
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.

the St. Vincent de Paul building. Klosterman con
tinued as director, while the daily operations of the
bureau were placed in the capable hands of Mrs.
Mary Moser. Succeeding Klosterman as director
of Catholic Charities was Msgr. John A. Bankem
per (1888–1972), appointed to this post by Bishop
Mulloy in 1960. In the following year, Bankemper
became pastor at Mother of God Church. Mertes
was appointed director of the Catholic Social Ser
vice Bureau following his term as pastor.
In 1974 Mertes and parish leaders founded the
Parish Kitchen to feed the poor of the area. The
kitchen was housed in a building at the southeast
corner of Pike and Russell Sts. In 1976 parishioners
expanded the operations to include an emergency
food shelter to dispense groceries to the poor.
Mertes began an intensive campaign in 1977 seek
ing grants to establish a home for abused women,
later named Welcome House and officially
opened in 1982. In 1980 the parish purchased and
renovated a one-story building at 531 Russell St.
Subsequently a not-for-profit corporation, 531
Building Inc., whose purpose was “to encourage
sobriety... and carry out the ideals and objectives

Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The
Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
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On November 2, 1887, parishioners of the
Mother of God Church organized the Mother of
God Cemetery Association of German Catholics.
As their first task, they purchased land near the in
tersection of Madison Pk. and Latonia Ave. in Lato

nia and laid out the new cemetery, designed in the
rural style. Burials, which began almost immedi

ately, were on lots organized along windinglanes.
After the closure of the Buena Vista Cemetery,
many families paid to have their family members'
graves moved to the new Mother of God Cemetery.
In 1902 the Diocese of Covington organized the
transfer of the burials of local priests, including
Ferdinand Kuhr, who organized the Mother of
God Church in 1841. They were moved into the
new cemetery in October of 1902.
The cemetery lies on agently rolling terrace of
the Licking River. Narrow roads wind through the
cemetery, creating interesting perspectives and fo
cal points. A beautiful Crucifixion scene sculpted
by Clement Barnhorn and dedicated on Novem
ber 1, 1915, provides one focal point in the ceme
tery; another is the grave of famed Covington art
ist Frank Duveneck. Noted local artist Johann
Schmitt also rests there.

During the first half of the 20th century, as the
Buena Vista Cemetery fell into disrepair, more
graves were moved to the new Mother of God
Cemetery. A final effort was made in 1960 to move
any remaining graves. The Mother of God Church
leased the land on E.26th St. to the City of Coving
ton for use as a boys' club. A few unclaimed grave
markers were gathered and placed inside a small
fenced area but have since been removed.

The Mother of God Cemetery has remained in
private ownership under the direction of a board
of trustees. It has become a regional Roman Cath
olic cemetery. Originally, trustees were chosen
from among the German-speaking Catholic par
ishes in Covington, but now they are selected from
across Northern Kentucky. The Diocese of Cov
ington established the Cemetery Office in the
1960s; however, the Mother of God Cemetery re
mained independent. Today, the cemetery includes
both aboveground and inground mausoleum and
crematorium facilities and has maintained its

Paul A. Tenkotte

peaceful, rustic character.
MOTHER OF GOD CEMETERY. The Mother

of God Catholic Church in Covington estab
lished the current Mother of God Cemetery. The
Buena Vista Cemetery (also known as Mother of
God Cemetery or as St. Joseph's Cemetery) was the
first cemetery for Covington's Catholics. Located
on E. 26th St in Covington, the Mother of God
Cemetery began interments in 1849. Since the Di
ocese of Covington (see Roman Catholics) was
not organized until 1853, Bishop John Purcell of
the Archdiocese of Cincinnati signed the deed to
purchase the Buena Vista Cemetery property. Or
ganized for the Mother of God Church, the Buena
Vista Cemetery soon accepted burials from other
Catholic churches The St. John Cemetery on the
Dixie Highway (U.S. 25) in Fort Mitchell did not
open until 1867. By the 1880s, the Buena Vista
Cemetery had reached its capacity.

Cemeteries file, local history files, Kenton Co. Public
Library, Covington, Ky.
“New Monument Will Soon Be Erected—Clement

Barnhorn Will Design a Crucifixion Monument,”
KP. March 21, 1911, 3.

Reis, Jim. "Cemeteries,” KP, April 21, 1986,4K.

“Removing Bones from Old to New Cemetery." KTS,
October 27, 1902, 3.

“Seeks to Move Body," KP February 6, 1932, 1.
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The

Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Jeannine Kreimbrink

MOUND BUILDERS. Many researchers have
referred to the creators of above-ground earth
works in the Ohio River Valley as Mound Builders.
This is a collective term used in the past for the
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MOUNTAIN ISLAND

builders of all the different burial mounds, cere

Pollack, David, ed. The Archaeology of Kentucky:
Past Accomplishments and Future Directions. 2
vols. State Historic Preservation Comprehensive
Plan Report No. 1. Frankfort, Ky., Kentucky Heri
tage Council, 1990.
Jeannine Kreinbrink

earliest mounds and earthworks during the period
of roughly 500 B.C.—A.D. 200. These were conical
burial mounds, and many of them are found in

ridgetop tillable land. The list of the recipients of
this land division survives. Twenty-one of the 23
persons listed received property. Only Joshua Ju
nior and Masiat did not; perhaps they were minors
at the time of emancipation. The family names of
Vinegar, Carroll, and Smith dominate these lists.
The 1883 atlas for Owen Co. depicts the divi

MOUNTAIN ISLAND. Mountain Island, which

sion of the island but is silent about the African

Boone Co. Other earthworks attributed to the Ad

is unique because it came to be entirely owned by

American owners of Mountain Island. The atlas

ena people are circular, nonburial earthworks.

African American families, is a 110-acre island in

shows no structures on the island or in the im

None of these have been documented in Northern

Eagle Creek in northern Owen Co. That stream
flows northwest into the Kentucky River just south
of Carrollton, splitting into two channels on the

mediate surroundings. Apparently, either the
surveyors did not approach the African Ameri

monial mounds, and nonburial earthworks found

in the region. The above-ground mounds were
built by at least four different cultures or traditions.
The Adena Culture of American Indians built the

Kentucky, although some are known from loca
tions in southwest Ohio and Central Kentucky.
The Hopewell tribes, which were centered in
central Ohio and extended into southwest Ohio in

the Cincinnati area, built many geometric earth
works that were used for ceremonial purposes.
Other above-ground features included burial
mounds and hilltop enclosures such as Fort An
cient in Warren Co., Ohio. Little evidence for the

well-known Hopewell ceremonial earthworks exists
in Northern Kentucky. Only a few such sites have
been documented in all the 11 Northern Kentucky
counties, and these include Hopewellian diagnostic
artifacts such as bladelets. Only one is a mound that
has been characterized as belonging to the Middle

eastern side of Mountain Island. The islandiscom

posed of limestone bedrock that resisted the flow
of Eagle Creek, which divided instead of carving
through the hill. The two channels rejoin on the
southwest corner of the island, where Caney Fork
Creek merges into Eagle Creek. The island consists
of three microtopographic zones: floodplain, steep
hill slopes, and a narrow ridgetop.
A road right-of-way reference to Mountain Is
land as early as 1792 has been found in Scott Co.
records; at that time Owen Co. was part of Scott
Co. The earliest record of settlers on the island co

tucky lived in small villages and buried their dead

incides with the founding of the Mountain Island
Baptist Church in 1801. By 1832 the church had
moved several miles up Eagle Creek and changed
its name, first to Rocky Point Baptist Church and
then to Pleasant View Baptist Church. The initial
church membership rolls include no reference to
the Herndons or the Rogerses, the two families

in low mounds that were often covered with lime

that were most influential in Mountain Island's

stone. These mounds are found in two types of situ
ations. Some are adjacent to village sites, and other
stone-covered mounds are found high on narrow
ridgetops, often overlooking permanent streams.
Sites such as the Rogers burial site in Boone Co. are
typical of this time period. The Rogers site includes
two adjacent villages and one burial mound next to
one of the villages. Stone mounds have been docu

earliesthistory, but James Herndon was mentioned
in the later records of the Mountain Island Baptist
Church. The Herndon and Rogers families (Hern
don's sister) were apparently not active in the
church. Several disputes occurred, after which

mented in Boone, Bracken, Mason, and Owen

perhaps they stayed away from the church because

counties in Northern Kentucky. Since these coun
ties are not contiguous with one another, it is likely

most of its membership supported slavery.
James Herndon first appears in Scott Co. rec

that stone mounds exist in other counties but have

ords in 1797. In 1802 Herndon was the administra

not been reported as being stone-covered mounds
owing to lack of excavation. The Rogers burial
mound was covered with limestone but had a layer
of soil above the stone, obscuring the stone until

tor of Lewis Herndon's will; he and his sister later

took control of the property that had been owned
by Lewis Herndon. James Herndon owned Moun
tain Island and some of the surrounding mainland

excavation.

until his death in 1853. He built a mill “on main

Woodland Period (ca. 200 B.C.—A.D. 500); the others

are represented by diagnosticartifacts foundatopen
sites such as artifact scatters in agricultural fields.
In the early Late Woodland period (A.D. 500–
ca. 700), the American Indians of Northern Ken

members with abolitionist tendencies left the rolls.

Since both James Herndon and Susannah Hern

can owners, or those owners did not subscribe to

the atlas in order to obtain a listing therein (a
common practice when making such maps). Cen
sus records from the late 19th century identify
several members of the Vinegar and Carroll
families.

Mountain Island contains significant archae
ological resources related to the black families. In
1998 the Behringer-Crawford Museum in
Covington conducted an archaeological survey of
the island to document the locations of the sites

associated with the African American ownership
and occupation. The survey found the following
archaeological sites that are associated with the
families who took ownership after the resolution
of Herndon's will in 1860: five house sites, a barn, a
limestone wall, scattered historic artifacts, and a

mill site on the mainland bank of Eagle Creek.
The Mountain Island community lasted until
the early 20th century. The Great Depression
and local hardship forced inhabitants to look else
where for employment. Family members still own
the island but do not live there. Perhaps the fore
most descendant of the island's families was the

successful horse trainer Theodore Vinegar.
Bryant, James C. Mountain Island in Owen County,
Kentucky: The Settlers and Their Church. Owen
ton, Ky. Owen Co. Historical Society, 1986.

don Rogers freed their slaves upon their deaths,
Jeannine Kreinbrink

MOUNT HERMON BAPTIST CHURCH.

The Mount Hermon Baptist Church was founded
in July 1909 by Carroll Co. Baptists of the Union
Grove Church. The members decided that, instead

700). The Fort Ancient Period of the Late Prehis

land on the mainland east of Mountain Island. She

of constructing a new church building, they would
purchase a log church building that the Mount
Hermon Methodists owned on King's Ridge Rd.
The congregation added to the building a new roof
and a new foundation and lowered the log build
ing, which had been on stilts, onto the new founda
tion. They held their first service there that Decem

toric saw a resurgence of mound-building for
burials. Some Fort Ancient Period villages have

died in 1847, and according to the provisions of her

ber. It was not until November 5, 1910, that the

will, freed her slaves and gave them land surround

burial mounds associated with them. The mounds

ing the island. James Herndon applied to the Owen
Co. court in 1850 in an attempt to free his slaves
but was told to pay a high bond on each one. He
refused and freed 23 persons in his will. He divided
his estate among them and gave allotments of
property to the adults. The settlement contained 21
parcels, with lots 1–15 on the island and lots 16–21

Baptists decided to adopt the name Mount Her
mon Baptist Church. Before the name change, the
church had been known as the Union Grove Bap
tist Church, a name the members briefly kept after
moving to the log church building. That year the
church reported having 109 members.
In 1977 the church added four Sunday school
rooms and two restrooms. On July 14, 1985, the
church observed its 75th anniversary and held a
homecoming celebration. Members and friends
dressed in turn-of-the-century clothes for the wor

Mound Builders seem to have ceased their ac

tivities for several centuries during the latter part
of the Late Woodland period (after about A.D.

are rounded earth constructions that are usually
found near the edge of a village site. At least one
site in Boone Co., near Mudlick Creek, had an as

sociated burial mound. The University of Ken
tucky at Lexington excavated the site and the
mound many years ago.

Eagle Creek on the lower part of the Mountain Is
land above the mouth of Caney Fork [Creek!" in
1812. His sister Susannah Herndon Rogers owned

on the mainland. All of the lots included creek

Lewis, R. Barry. Kentucky Archaeology. Lexington:
Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1996.

frontage. Herndon took care to ensure that each lot
had access to the creek and to either bottomland or

MOUNT OLIVET CHRISTIAN CHURCH

ship service, dinner-on-the-grounds was served,
recreational activities were available, and baptisms
took place in the creek. From June 6 through 14,
1997, a group of 40 people from the Sulphur Fork
Baptist Association Baptist Builders near La
Grange came to a site that had been chosen as the
location of a new Mount Hermon Baptist Church
in Trimble Co., about a mile west of the old build

ing, and erected the framing and roof for the new
building. In 1998 the new modern sanctuary and
educational building were finished. In 1999 the
church paved the parking lot at the new location
and sold the building and grounds of its old loca
tion in Carroll Co.

Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County
Madison, Ind: Coleman, 1984.

Carrol and Nancy Houchen purchased the house
and restored it.

ing of Harrison Co., had hoped that his hometown
of Kentontown, six miles to the southwest, would

1745 or 1746, at Overwharton Parish, Stafford Co.,

be the county seat. The name Mount Olivet was

Va. He served as a 1st lieutenant in the 3rd Regi
ment of the Continental Army during the Revolu
tionary War and resigned in December 1777. On
September 2, 1777, in his home county in Virginia,
he married Mary "Molly" Edwards. The Mount
joys moved to the area that later became Bourbon
Co., Ky., in 1786, where Alvin was closely associ
ated with his brother-in-law, future Kentucky gov

derived from biblical sources.

the court house, the jail, most of the churches in
the county, the Masonic Hall (see Masons), the of
fices of lawyers and doctors, the drugstores, the ho
tels, and the grocery stores are located. The Penn
Grove Camp Meeting grounds are on the edge

ernor James Garrard (1796–1804). He served as the

of town. The Robertson Co. Fiscal Court meets in

county's justice of the peace and high sheriff. By
1794 Mountjoy had acquired land along the South
Fork of the Licking River and also a number of

Mount Olivet. In recent years, anew nursinghome,
the Robertson Co. HealthCare Facility, has opened

town lots in Falmouth. From that time until his

school in the county, the Deming High School (see

death on November 3, 1827, Alvin's name appeared
in many Pendleton Co. official records. It is be

Robertson Co. Public Schools).

MOUNTJOY HOUSE. The Mountjoy House

lieved that he and his wife were buried in the "Old

was the first house in Falmouth, built for Alvin

Cemetery" on Mountjoy St. in Falmouth. In the
1930s, the tombstones from that graveyard were
ground up for use on streets.

hand-molded brick. The structure has hand-hewn

joists and pegged rafters and was equipped with
four fireplaces: one on the second floor, two on the

the formation of Robertson Co., Duncan Hard

Alvin Mountjoy was born January 17, in either

Ken Massey

Mountjoy, a Revolutionary War veteran, on N.
Chapel St. The land where it stands was a grant to
John Waller and was sold to Mountjoy for $750.
The chimneys in the house were built of locally
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"Alvin Mountjoy Logcabin, KPOctober 11, 1991,4K.
Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky: M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.
1994.

In 1870 Mount Olivet had a population of 254;
in 2000 it had 289 residents. Mount Olivetis where

in town. Mount Olivet is also the home of the one

The stately hotel known as the Louisiana Ho
tel (initially the Cumber House) opened in Mount
Olivet in 1869 and consisted of three stories with

23 rooms. Its large ballroom was the scene of sev
eral festive galas over the years, and many famous
people were guests there. The name of the hotel
goes back to owner S. H. Bettys, who in 1886 re
portedly bought the property with winnings from
the Louisiana Lottery. At times over the years, the

Mildred Belew

hotel was closed for various reasons, and often the

first floor, and one in the full basement. The trust
ees of Falmouth met at the house of Alvin Mount

MOUNT OLIVET. Mount Olivet, the county

joy on June 4, 1799. On that day, the first county

seat of Robertson Co., was founded around 1820

building has been used for apartments. During
the 1930s, part of the building was converted for
use as a Chevroletauto dealership.

court session was held in Pendleton Co., the act

and incorporated on December 27, 1851. This fifth
class city was in Nicholas Co. before Robertson Co.

creating the county havinggone into effect May 10,
1799. In 1837 the Mountjoy House was sold to
George Lightfoot, who deeded the property to his
daughter, Savannah Holton, in 1848. A lean-to was
added at the rear of the house in the late 1800s. It

changed hands several times afterward. In 1975

Moore, T. Ross, ed. Echoes from the Century, 1867–

was created in 1867. The town was once known as

1967. Mount Olivet, Ky. Robertson Co. Historical
Society, 2000.

Hell's Half Acre. Mount Olivet is located at the in

U.S. Census Bureau, "American FactFinder. DataSet.

tersection of U.S. 62 and Ky. Rt. 165. It was chosen
as the county seat owing to its central location,
eventhough the state representative who promoted

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent
Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
June 3, 2006).
MOUNTOLIVET BAPTIST CHURCH. This

º

church, organized at Mount Olivet in Robertson
Co. in January 1851, was an offshoot of the former
Two Licks Baptist Church. The Mount Olivet Bap
tist Church's first building was a log structure on
the east end of town. A new church building was
completed in November 1877, near the old Baptist

s

ful Sunday school in the basement of the Knights
of Pythias hall in Mount Olivet for many years. A
new church building was dedicated in May 1908,
in 1928 a parsonage was built. The Mount Olivet
Baptist Church was often called the "proving
grounds" for Baptist ministers in the region. In

Burial Grounds in town. The church ran a success

l
|

1953 the church was remodeled, and in 1960a Sun

day school annex was constructed. The church,
because of its small membership, has always had
trouble finding and retaining a minister.
Moore, T. Ross, ed. Echoes from the Century, 1867–

1967 Mount Olivet, Ky: Robertson Co. Historical
Society, 2000.
MOUNT OLIVET CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

Organized in Robertson Co. at Mount Olivet in
October 1860, the Mount Olivet Christian Church

Mountjoy House.

first held services in a private residence. The group
followed the teachings of Alexander Campbell.
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MOUNT OLIVET MALE AND FEMALE ACADEMY

The Christian Church has always been strong in
Robertson Co., and many Christian Church min
isters have come from area families. Soon, a church

building was constructed and the church's congre
gation grew rapidly. That building was remodeled
in 1911, and the church's membership continued
to rise. In 1947 the church sustained major damage
in a fire, prompting interest in building a new
structure. The new building was dedicated 13 years
later, in 1960, during the congregation's 100th an
niversary. The Mount Olivet Christian Church will
soon reach the age of 150 years.

of the Methodist Episcopal Church South until
May 1939, when the churches were consolidated.
The South church's building, due to its size and age,

the massive structure, including James Hall, plas
terer, George Pagan, painter and glazier; Charles
Stricker, bricklayer; and Thomas Westcott, carpen

was chosen as the home of the combined Mount

ter. The final construction costs for the Jones Man

Olivet Methodist Church, which continues. Few

sion totaled $7,552, though $2,500 of this cost was
for one of the structure's most striking architec

examples better illustrate the long-term effects of
division over the issue of slavery within the world of
religion than that experienced by the Methodists
who attended church in Mount Olivet.

Moore, T. Ross, ed. Echoes from the Century, 1867–

1967 Mount Olivet, Ky. Robertson Co. Historical
Society, 2000.

Moore, T. Ross, ed. Echoes from the Century, 1867–
1967 Mount Olivet, Ky. Robertson Co. Historical
Society, 2000.

MOUNT ST MARTIN. An Italian Villa-style
mansion, demolished in 1977, that crowned the

MOUNT OLIVET MALE AND FEMALE

ACADEMY. Before there was any public second
ary education in Robertson Co., the Mount Olivet
Male and Female Academy offered education at
this level, making it possible for students in the
county to prepare for college. It was around 1893
when W. C. Deming joined with Professors R. H.
Keys and J. W. Rile in establishing this first sec
ondary school in the county. Classes were con
ducted on the second and third floors of the county
courthouse at Mount Olivet. The academy em
ployed seven teachers, and its reputation was such
that it drew students from several adjacent coun
ties. The Mount Olivet Male and Female Academy
continued until 1905, when it was replaced by Pro
fessor C. E. Colyer's Special School. Colyer was
also the editor of the Robertson County Advance
newspaper, and he constantly published appeals
for the county to provide a free public high school.
In 1910, with the help of Kate Zoller, a free public
high school was opened, with about 17 freshman
students enrolled; the new school replaced Colyer's
school.

Moore, T. Ross, ed. Echoes from the Century, 1867–
1967 Mount Olivet, Ky. Robertson Co. Historical
Society, 2000.
MOUNT
OLIVET
METHODIST
CHURCHES. Methodists have lived in Robert

son Co. since early pioneer days, and initially their
spiritual needs were ministered to by circuit riders.
By 1836, however, two permanent Methodist Epis
copal Churches had been established: one was the
Mount Olivet Methodist Episcopal Church in
town, and the other was the Mount Zion Method

ist Episcopal Church along Pinhook Pk., where the
Mount Zion Church is located today.
In 1844 the congregation of the Methodist
Episcopal Church in Mount Olivet split over the is
sue of slavery. Subsequently, the town had two
Methodist churches, North and South. The Meth

odist Episcopal Church South dedicated a new
frame building just before the start of the Civil
War. In 1869 a two-story parsonage was added. In
1890 the church burned, and in 1926 a large oak
tree fell on the rebuilt church during a storm. The
sanctuary was extensively remodeled and expanded
following that incident. The Mount Olivet Method
ist Episcopal Church North remained independent

hillside just east of 13th and Monmouth Sts. in
Newport was for more than a century one of the
city's most recognizable architectural landmarks.
It had long been known as Mount St. Martin, a
name assigned by the Sisters of Divine Provi
dence, who occupied the structure in 1889. Based
in France's Alsace-Lorraine region, this Roman
Catholic teaching order of nuns named its newly
established U.S. provincial house in honor of the
order's founder, the Venerable Jean Martin Moye, a
parish priest from the Diocese of Metz in France.
For more than 80 years, the "castle," as it was also
known, served as a mother house, an academy, a
home for working girls, and later as a retirement
home for elderly women. Yet, decades before the
French order of nuns took up residence there, this
stately antebellum mansion and the land on which
it stood was an exceedingly generous wedding gift
from a loving father to his brilliant and beautiful
young daughter.
Mary Keturah Taylor was one of Kentucky's
most accomplished and cultivated young women.
A scholar and a writer of history and poetry, Mary
was also the granddaughter of Newport's founder,
Gen. James Taylor Jr. On September 12, 1848,
she married Thomas Laurens Jones, a promising
young lawyer from Rutherford Co., N.C., who later
achieved distinction as a representative from
Campbell Co. in the Kentucky legislature and as a
member of the U.S. Congress.
While on their honeymoon in Europe, the
newlyweds fell in love with an Italianate-style cas
tle in England; and as the couple's wedding gift,
Mary's father, Col. James Taylor III, offered to
replicate the structure on the site of their choosing
from among his substantial landholdings. Mary
and her husband selected a rural, densely wooded
hillside in the area then known as the Newport
Highlands, located at the head of Monmouth St.,
near the modern-day intersection of U.S. 27 and
Carothers Rd. From this remote but well-chosen

promontory, the Joneses were afforded a sweeping
view of Newport, Cincinnati, and the Ohio River.
After culling the remembered details of the
structure in England from the newlyweds, Cincin
nati architect Robert A. Love designed the stately
22-room, three-story gray brick mansion, com
plete with twin towers. He estimated that the
building would cost $3,500 to construct. Many
workmen and artisans were needed to complete

tural features, the cornice, which unified the three

sectioned exterior facade with its repeating pattern
of closely spaced, delicately curved brackets. De
spite his great wealth, Colonel Taylor balked at the
total cost of construction, which had more than
doubled after the final bill had been tallied. The

wealthy businessman evidenced his displeasure
over the inflated figure by refusing to pay Westcott,
the carpenter Love had hired, more than the $1,600
that had been originally estimated. The impasse
was resolved only after a lawsuit was brought
against Taylor for nonpayment.
Construction on the Jones family's impressive
mansion had begun in 1851, but their first child
was two years old before Thomas and Mary were
able to move into their new home in 1853. The

completed structure comprised three sections: the
two-story central section featured four triple
sectioned windows set in arched, recessed panels
and was flanked on either side by two four-story
towers with tall, narrow, one-over-one windows.
The northwest tower, the taller of the two, was sur

mounted by a four-sided belvedere and enclosed
the building's stunning mahogany spiral staircase;
its 70 steps led to a unique, windowless room with
a circular, balustraded opening in the ceiling and a
side stairwell by which the belvedere and its spec
tacular, full-circle view of the surrounding area
could be accessed. The building's eye-catching ex
terior was richly complemented by its interior ac
coutrements, which included marble and tile

floors; ornate ceilings festooned with decorative
plasterwork such as molded fruits, acanthus, and
garlands; several hand-carved fireplaces; and rare
red Bohemian glass transoms above the stair hall's
main entry doors.

The magnificent mansion provided the perfect
backdrop for the lavish gatherings and gala events
hosted by the socially prominent couple. Newspa
per accounts of the time noted the Jones couple's
propensity for entertaining; members of Newport's
high society and Kentucky's political elite as well as
the Commonwealth's brightest literary luminaries
frequented the lofty hilltop home. The home was
also the site of joyous family celebrations; on April
17, 1879, Thomas and Mary Jones held a reception
for their only daughter, Elizabeth Mills Jones, on
the occasion of her marriage to Col. Brent Arnold.
After Thomas Jones's death on July 20, 1887,
Mary lost interest in the house in which she and
her husband had so happily resided. She eventually
moved into a smaller home located at Fifth St. and

Park Ave. in Newport, and on September 7, 1889,
Mary sold her former home to the Diocese of Cov
ington (see Roman Catholics). The year before,
Bishop Camillus Paul Maes had begun corre
sponding with Mother Anna, superior general of
the Congregation of the Sisters of Divine Provi
dence at the general motherhouse of the St.-Jean
de-Bassel Convent in Mosselle, France. Mother

MOUNT ZION (GRANT CO.)

Anna had written the bishop regarding the order's
search for a mission diocese in which to establish a

U.S. province. As he had promised in his yearlong
correspondence with the superior general, Bishop
Maes had found a suitable home for the sisters'

Northern Kentucky convent—the former Jones
Mansion.

On August 7, 1889, the three sisters who had
been selected by Mother Anna to form the nucleus
of the community's new colony in the United
States set sail from Le Havre, France. Sister Mary
Chantal Arth, Sister Mary Lucy Damidio, and Sis
ter Mary Camilla Schaff arrived in Covington on
August 23, 1889. Because provisions for their fu
ture home in the recently purchased Jones Man
sion had not yet been made, the sisters temporarily
resided with the Sisters of St. Francis at St. Eliza

beth Hospital (see St. Elizabeth Medical Cen
ter) in Covington.
On October 20, 1889, Bishop Maes blessed the
new convent and provincial house; thus, the for
mer Jones Mansion became the Mount St. Martin

Convent. That fall, the sisters promptly opened a
day school, Mount St. Martin Academy, with an
enrollment of three pupils. Emma Fischer, Clem
entine Hurley, and Clara Nagle. Given the curricu
lum's European influences, the school soon be
came known as the French Academy. Over the
next decade, as the ranks of the order continued to

swell with newly arriving French postulants and
growing numbers of American applicants, a clap
board wing and chapel were added to accommo
date the convent's flourishing novitiate.
The mansion's original owner, Mary Keturah
Jones, died in February 1896. Her funeral, offici
ated by Bishop Maes, was held at Newport's Im
maculate Conception Catholic Church, and
she was laid to rest among her prestigious forebears
in the Taylor family plot of Evergreen Cemetery in
Southgate.
By 1901, Mount St. Martin Academy's expand
ing enrollment made it necessary to move the
school to a new facility. That same year, the sisters
purchased a site at Sixth and Linden Sts. in East
Newport. Forty-six students attended Mount St.
Martin Academy during its final school year of
1902–1903; Stella Carius was the lone and final

graduate that year. Though Mother Maria Houlné,
provincial superior, had pressed the family to post
pone the graduation until the new building opened
in 1903, they were unwilling to wait. Because Stel
la's parents were the only guests, the commence
ment was held in the parlor rather than in the cha
pel. The simple program included some music,
Stella's valedictory address, and the conferment of
her diploma. Father L. G. Clermont of St. Ann
Catholic Church in West Covington officiated at
the ceremony, since Bishop Maes was traveling in
Europe.
In 1903 the new facility was completed and
christened Academy of Notre Dame of Providence
(later Our Lady of Providence Academy) at its
dedication by Bishop Maes on August 23. Even
with the academy's relocation, the congregation
was rapidly outgrowing its original Kentucky
motherhouse. In 1909 Peter O’Shaughnessy, a

generous benefactor of the diocese and one of
Newport's wealthiest businessmen, served as an
undisclosed agent for the sisters, assisting them in
their acquisition of a picturesque 77-acre farm
along Ky. Rt. 8 in Melbourne. On May 16, 1910,
Bishop Maes blessed the satellite community, to be
known as St. Anne Convent. For 27 years, the con
vent had buried its dead in an old cemetery adjoin
ing the Mount St. Martin mansion. By November
1918, in preparation for the motherhouse's reloca
tion to rural Campbell Co., all 31 burials had been
removed and re-interred in the new cemetery on
the spacious grounds of St. Anne Convent. The Sis
ters of Divine Providence retained Mount St. Mar
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tin as their primary motherhouse until 1919, when
the spacious new provincial house and novitiate in
Melbourne were completed.

1954.

Janice Mueller

After some needed renovations were com
MOUNT VERNON BAPTIST CHURCH.

pleted, the former provincial house was converted
into a home for young working women. On Janu
ary 20, 1919, the Mount St. Martin YoungWomen's
Institute was formally opened, with Sister Provi
dentia serving as superior. Up to 30 young women
could be accommodated at the institute. In its later

years, the sisters operated the aging Newport land
mark as a retirement home for elderly women. By
1974, the order finally voted to close the financially
troubled facility. In 1975 the stately old mansion
was pressed into service one last time, functioning
as temporary home for Vietnamese refugees. The
following year, the Sisters of Divine Providence
put the building up for sale. The asking price for
the home, the outbuildings, and the surrounding
acreage was $350,000.
Although concerned citizens had worked tire
lessly to get the former Jones Mansion added to the
National Register of Historic Places in February
1976, their efforts did not save the historic struc

ture from the wrecking ball. American Diversified
Developments Inc., which owned both the New
port Shopping Center and the Newport Plaza,

See Truesville.

MOUNT ZION (GRANT CO.). Today only a
crossroads near a Baptist church, during its heyday
Mount Zion in northern Grant Co. was a prosper
ous farming community with a school, two general
stores, a filling station and garage, the Mount Zion
Baptist Church, and abank. It had as many as a few
hundred inhabitants. Mount Zion was where Ky.
Rt. 1942 and Ky. Rt. 2942 intersect today. The
Mount Zion Baptist Church was founded in 1827
with 19 members, under the direction of Pastor
David Lillard.

The community of Mount Zion was at the cen
ter of two of Northern Kentucky's most interesting
tales, the first one true and the other probably not.
On the morning of April 6, 1931, the Mount Zion
Deposit Bank, founded in 1903, was robbed of
more than $2,000 by the legendary Charles Arthur
“Pretty Boy" Floyd and his partner, Bill"The Killer"
Miller. The two entered the bank at 10:00 a.m.,

saw the vacant mansion and its wooded surround

asked for change for a $20 bill, and pulled revolvers
on the teller, W. Carl Smith. They then ordered

ings as a prime opportunity for property expan

Smith to the floor, bound his hands, and covered

sion. In October 1976 the Cleveland, Ohio, devel

his mouth with "sticking plaster." Floyd and Miller
drove four miles to the farm of Charles M. Flege,
near Sherman, and spent the day touring the prop
erty pretending to be interested in buying it. Ac
cording to the Grant County News, “Flege fed the
party (which included the criminals' girlfriends)
and drove them around, showing them his own
farm as well as others, showing them real Kentucky
hospitality.” By nightfall, the search was suspended
and the party drove away undetected.
Mount Zion was also the longtime home of
Henry Newton, an educator and school adminis
trator who, locallegend asserts, was actually John

oper purchased the site, but controversy over traffic
congestion and the new center's impact on New
port's blighted downtown shopping district tem
porarily stalled the deal.
In December 1976 Newport city commission
ers finally approved the contested zoning change.
On April 22 and 23 of the following year, approxi
mately 3,000 items housed within the mansion, in
cluding antiques, glassware, china, jewelry, fur
nishings, architectural features, and religious items,
were sold at public auction. In July 1977, while as
sisting with the demolition of the Newport land
mark, Melvin H. Brown, a 60-year-old semiretired
construction worker from Independence, was
killed after falling 150 feet from a scaffold. A Kmart
store now stands on the partially leveled hillside
that was once home to one of Newport's most strik
ingly aesthetic, historically important, and archi
tecturally significant antebellum landmarks.
Archives of the Congregation of Divine Providence,
Melbourne, Ky.

Wilkes Booth, the assassin of President Abraham

Lincoln (1861–1865). Newtonhadamustache, quoted
Shakespeare, and walked with a limp—supposedly
from his fall from the balcony at Ford's Theater.
The first house built in Mount Zion was com

pleted in 1790, by John Martin Franks (1751–1817),
afur traderborn in the Michigan Territory, and his
father, Jacob, a German immigrant. John Franks's
grandson, D. A. Franks, started the first general
store in the community in 1885; it was owned by

63.6

MOUNT ZION CHURCH SCHISM

Clyde Franks at the time of the Floyd robbery. John
Franks and his wife Elizabeth were charter mem

bers of the Mount Zion Baptist Church and do
nated the land upon which the church stands.
Conrad, John B.,ed. The History of Mt. Zion Baptist

Louisville on May 1, 1845. By May 19 the ground
work had been laid for the Methodist Episcopal

and drive-in theaters, stood the local neighbor

Church, South. When the Methodist Church's An

tucky as in other regions. Generally located in an

nual Conference convened at Frankfort on Sep
tember 1, 1845, the church at Augusta was the only
one to adhere to the Northern church's policies

urban setting; seating upwards of 1,000 patrons;

Church, Mt. Zion, Kentucky, 1827–2002. Grant

laid out at the Ohio Conference on June 1, 1845.

Co., Ky: Privately published, 2002.
“Did Booth Escape to Kentucky?" Kentucky Monthly,
July 2004, 28–29.
Grant County News, April 10, 1931, 1; April 24, 1931,

The conference in Frankfort withdrew all aid for

1; May 8, 1931, 1.
Nash,Jay Robert. Bloodletters and Badmen: A Narra
tive Encyclopedia of American Criminals from the

Pilgrims to the Present. New York. M. Evans, 1995.
Stephen M. West

Augusta College and transferred its support to

Transylvania College in Lexington, effectively
leading to the demise of Augusta College. On Oc
tober 24, 1845, William Dora and others met at
Mount Zion Methodist Church to elect a Board of

Trustees that would follow the church disciplines
established by the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South. On November 3, 1845, a dissident group of
Mount Zion Methodist church members met at

MOUNT ZION CHURCH SCHISM. Like

many Methodist congregations in Kentucky,
members belonging to the Mount Zion Church in
Bracken Co. depended on the "peculiar institu
tion" of slavery to provide workers as household
domestics and as farm laborers. Slavery's economic
benefits brought growth and prosperity that al
lowed the Dora and Bradford families to become

principal contributors toward the construction of
a permanent Methodist brick chapel in 1837.
When Rev. A. H. Redford arrived in 1843, the

Minerva Methodist Preaching Circuit in this re
gion of Kentucky included Dover, Germantown,
and Mount Zion. The church at Augusta remained
connected to Augusta College, the first Method
ist college in Kentucky and the third one in the
United States. Its president, Joseph S. Tomlinson,
and members of the faculty joined with students to
lead meetings at Mount Zion where they talked
openly about the abolition of slavery.

the home of Thomas H. Bradford because they be
lieved Dora and the others had forfeited their posi
tions at Mount Zion by their stance in favor of slav
ery. It made no difference: the proslavery faction
had won out in the battle for control of Mount
Zion Methodist Church. The minutes of the mi

nority group were not certified and recorded in the
Bracken Co. Court until November 1849; by then
the issue was moot.

Arnold, W. E. A History of Methodism in Kentucky.
2 vols. Louisville, Ky. Herald Press, 1936.
Court Order Books, C, p. 464; D, pp. 112, 162, Bracken

Co. Courthouse, Brooksville, Ky.
Ockerman, Elbert W. “The Separation of Methodism
in Kentucky," Master's thesis, Univ. of Kentucky,
1940.

Redford, A. H. Methodism in Kentucky. 3 vols.
Nashville, Tenn. Southern Methodist Publishing
House, 1870.

“Schismatic Decided Action in Augusta, Ky.” True
American, July 29, 1845, 1. From the Western

At the 1844 General Methodist Church Con
Christian Advocate.

ference in New York, Bishop James O. Andrew's
connection to slavery created an acrimonious de
bate that led to a “Plan of Separation.” Augusta Col
lege president Tomlinson opposed the plan and
later submitted several resolutions against division
when the Quarterly Conference met at Mount Zion
Methodist Church on February 8, 1844. A majority
of the congregation felt the church should respect
and follow the region's social and racial customs.
They also believed that the issue of slavery would be
better resolved through accommodation than by
abolition. With the exception of those at Augusta
College and a small minority at Mount Zion, all of
the churches in the Minerva Circuit elected to be

Donald A. Clark

Methodist Church met at the Fourth St. Church in

selling popcorn, soft drinks, and assorted candies;
showing cartoons and newsreels along with fea
ture films; and often offering some of the first air
conditioned space in the area, the local movie
house reigned from roughly the 1920s through the
1950s. Downtown Cincinnati had at least 10 large,
plush movie theaters, which were mainly corpo
rately owned, seated as many as 4,000, had private
smoking areas and sometimes even thick red car
pet, and were easily reached by Covington and
Newport residents. Northern Kentucky had sev
eral of these venues, smaller in scope.
In 1905 the Edison Company's film division
advertised its moving-pictures slate for November
30. At the Edisonian Annex at 521 Madison Ave.,

second floor, in Covington, that evening's selec
tion included the silent films The Great Train

Robbery, Peck's Bad Boy, and other short subjects.
Admission was five cents, including seat. As tech
nology improved, the Edison method was soon re
placed by other methods. Covington had more
theaters than most cities in Northern Kentucky. In
1883 Nowland's Opera House had opened for live
variety at Seventh and Washington Sts. in down
town Covington. On that site in 1912, a 700-seat
movie house was constructed, known as the Hip
podrome Theater. In 1928 movie-theater mogul L.
B. Wilson acquired it and held a contest to re
name it; thus it became the Broadway. The Broad
way closed in 1950 and was torn down by 1954; to
daya parking lot occupies its spot. Pop Eckler and
his country music group were known to perform at
the Broadway. It was common for theaters to have
contests and other promotions, just to get people
to come through the doors. The Colonial Theater,
along Madison Ave. between Fourth and Fifth Sts.,
was a favorite venue for Patia Power, the mother

MOUNT ZION METHODIST CHURCH.

This church was organized at Mount Zion in Rob
ertson Co. during the 1830s. Around the time of
the Civil War, a group of people split off from the
Mount Zion Methodist Church because of their

opposition to slavery. They became the Foster's
Chapel Church, under the Methodist Episcopal
North conference. The Mount Zion Methodist
Church remained associated with the Methodist

of Hollywood heartthrob actor Tyrone Power, to
stage her theatrical productions. The last movie
show to operate in Covington was the Madison, at
728 Madison Ave., which opened in 1912 and
closed in 1977. It began as the Kozy and changed to
the Lyric and then the L. B. Wilson, before becom
ing the 1,350-seat Madison. Today it is a concert
hall, having been rebuilt in 1928 and then again in
1946 as the result of a 1944 fire. It still has the name

Episcopal South conference. After the split, and
continuing for many years, a minister from nearby
Mount Olivet traveled to the Mount Zion Method

come part of the Southern Methodist Church.
Tomlinson did his utmost to keep the Minerva
Circuit within the Methodist Episcopal Church
(North). He and his supporters sought grand jury
action against Redford, the Mount Zion Methodist
Church leader, for disturbing the peace; but when
the jury learned that Redford had acted under a
mandate from the Kentucky Conference of the de
nomination, the charges were dismissed. After
ward, Tomlinson and Redford engaged in a series
of public debates defending their respective view
points before a number of local congregations.
Delegates from the Southern states in the

hood movie theater, a fixture in Northern Ken

ist Church to preach on one Sunday each month.
In 1901 the church building was either remodeled
or rebuilt. In 1927, with the congregation dwin
dling rapidly, the structure was deeded over to
Mount Zion's African American Methodists. The

church is used today occasionally, on an integrated
basis.

Wilson in lights at the top of the front of the build
ing. Other Covington movie ventures included the
Shirley, 1813 Holman St.; the Family Theater, 633
Main St.; the Strand, 132 Pike St.; and the Liberty,
608 Madison Ave. Finally, at 17th St. and Eastern
Ave. stood the De Milo Theater in the 1930s. Fa

mous Covington songwriter Haven Gillespie, a
self-proclaimed devotee of movie houses, kept a
log of the many theaters he visited throughout the
nation.

Moore, T. Ross, ed. Echoes from the Century, 1867–
1967 Mount Olivet, Ky. Robertson Co. Historical
Society, 2000.

Other movie theaters in Kenton Co. included

the several in Ludlow: the Dixie and the Elm, both
on Elm St., and the Wilma, the Ludlow, and one at

the Ludlow Lagoon (see Lagoon Amusement
MOVIE THEATERS. Sandwiched between the

Park). Latonia was home to the Grand and the

era of live variety shows and the era of television

Delbee (later the Derby), both on Decoursey Ave.,

MULLINS, PAMELA E.

and the Kentucky, on W. Southern Ave., which re
placed the old Latonia Theater in 1939 but was va
cant by 1962. Elsmere had the Village Cinema, 107
Dixie Highway, previously named the Gayety.
Fort Mitchell was home to the 600-seat Four Star

Dixie Theater, which opened in 1940 at 2497 Dixie
Highway and closed in the mid-1950s; Columbia
Federal Saving & Loan moved into the building
and eventually remodeled the structure. Farther
south on the Dixie Highway in Walton was the
James Theater.

Newport had the Strand, 827 Monmouth St., a
parking lot today; the Hippodrome, 711 Mon
mouth St., another parking lot today; the State, 716
Monmouth St., later to become Cinema X; and the
Music Hall Theater, 11th and York Sts., which was

torn down, and its site became part of the Trauth
Dairy complex. The Hippodrome was the site of
the 1936 Miss Kentucky contest, where Newport
native Charlotte Hiteman took home the honors.

The “Hipp," as it was called, ran into the early 1960s,
and The Three Stooges in Orbit (1962) continued
to be advertised on its marquee for years after its
last picture show. Major league baseball player
Bill Sweeney put on a benefit in which he per
formed for the victims of the flood of 1913 at the

Bell Ward, who began as an actress in Covington.
She owned and operated the Phoenix Amusement

chain of theaters (35 in number), based in Lexing

erate general John Hunt Morgan to the home of

considered immodest. Around 1915 there were

J. J. Alexander in 1863. Several Owen Co. men were

rumors that the Ludlow Lagoon (see Lagoon
Amusement Park) might be sold to a film pro
duction company for use as a set. About the same
time in Fort Thomas, there was a proposal to build
a film plant, the Highland Film Company. The
movie theaters of the 20th century were a far cry
from today's modern multiscreen cinemaplexes
that are planted in shopping centers and similar
settings in suburbia. Gone are the promotions
(plate ware, chances to win cars, and so forth) to
lure people inside, and organists no longer surface
from below the stage playing music such as “The
Surry with a Fringe on Top." Only the popcorn

members of Morgan's group.

remains.

“Edisonian Annex,” KP, November 30, 1905, 2

(advertisement).

“Elsmere's Gayety Has Long History," KP, June 14,
1957, 7.

Gillespie, Haven. “Haven Gillespie's File of Movie

ies," movie establishments were used for other

Theatres in the 20s, 30s,40s Found in the Basement

purposes.

of His Former Home on Montgomery St., Coving
ton, Ky.," 1950–1989, Kenton Co. Public Library,

such as the Princess, 711 Sixth St., which became

Covington, Ky.
Reis, Jim. "Late 1930s Saw Movie Theaters Abound,”

Klingenberg's Hardware, and the Dayvue, 115
Sixth St., today a printing company. When the 750
seat Dayvue opened in June 1941, its owners, Je
rome and Woodrow Bressler, closed Dayton's Lib
erty Theater, at 512 Berry St. The Dayvue was out of
business by summer 1955, although it tried a brief
and unsuccessful comeback in the late 1960s. Bel
levue had the Marianne, 607 Fairfield Ave., an Art

Deco structure that operated into the 1990s, va
cant today, and the Sylvia, 314 Fairfield Ave. Fort
Thomas was home to the Hiland, 18 N. Fort

Thomas Ave., an office building today, and the
Fort, at the top of River Rd. near S. Fort Thomas
Ave., across from the Fort Thomas Military
Reservation. Countless soldiers were entertained
there.

In Maysville was the Russell Theater, 9 E.
Third St., which is being restored today; it was the
site of local entertainer Rosemary Clooney's 1953

movie premier of The Stars Are Singing, her movie
debut. Max Goldberg, longtime mayor of Fal
mouth, showed motion pictures in the Washing
ton Opera House, 116 W. Second St. in Maysville,
and there was a Pastime Theater in that town also.

Goldberg later owned the Pastime Theater in Fal
mouth, which was closed for a few years, only to re
open recently. Bracken Co. had two movie theaters.
The Lyric was in Brooksville, along E. Miami St,
and operated from 1925 until 1963. The Odeum, in
Augusta, near the Beehive Tavern, operated from
the 1930s into the late 1950s. Owenton in Owen Co.

had a Pastime Theater, which was damaged by fire
in 1955.

Another Northern Kentuckian, besides L. B.
Wilson, who owned movie theaters was Anna

Perhaps the best-known story about the com
munity concerns the Alexander home, which once
stood atop the hill overlooking the river commu
nity. Near the intersection of Ky. Rt. 335 and Mox
ley Rd., about one mile west of the Alexander

ton. She started as the owner-manager of the Pas
time Theater at Maysville.
As early as 1910 in Covington, the ministerial
association fought to ban certain films that were

Music Hall Theater. Even after the arrival of “talk

Other Campbell Co. theaters were in Dayton,
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KP February 26, 1996,4K.
—. “Movie Houses Still Stand but Silver Screens

Silent,” KP December 9, 1996, 4K.

Singer, Allen J. Stepping Out in Cincinnati. Charles
town, S.C.: Arcadia, 2005.

MOXLEY. Moxley in Owen Co. was situated
along the eastern banks of the Kentucky River
some 13 miles northwest of Owenton and near

Perry Park. The homes and stores are gone, and the
Showboats that once provided entertainment for
the community's residents no longer tie up to the
dock, but the name Moxley still identifies the area.
The general mercantile store, which housed the
post office, made up the business district. The first
post office in Moxley was established in 1886 and
continued until about 1928. The mail was trans

ported from Eagle Station to Moxley. Typically, a
trip to Eagle Station delivered produce, poultry,
animal skins, rabbits, and other farm products to
the Louisville and Nashville Railroad depot
for shipment to Louisville or Newport. Returning
to Moxley, the freighter brought staples, stock for
the store, and huge baskets of fresh bread, stacked
in unwrapped loaves, a luxury directly related to
Moxley's proximity to the railroad. Riley Dillender
carried the local mail and hauled the freight be
tween Eagle Station and Moxley. If Eagle Creek
was too high to ford, he would unhitch the mule
from the wagon and swim the animal across, re
turning with only the mail. Dillender, who during
the Civil War had been a Union prisoner for sev
eral years at the South's notorious prison at Ander
sonville, Ga., always had interesting war stories to
relate.

home, a historical marker tells of a visit of Confed

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky: Standard,
1976.

KYHistorical Society. “Kentucky Historical Marker

Database." www.kentucky.gov/kyhs/hmdb (ac
cessed October 15, 2005).
Vertical files, Owen Co. Public Library, Owenton, Ky.
Doris Riley

MULLINS, PAMELA E. (b. January 22, 1953,
Covington, Ky.). Pamela Mullins is one of the six
children of Robert and Shirley Jennings Mullins.
During her early childhood, Mullins's father and
mother worked long hours as a factory worker and
a day laborer, respectively, in Covington. As she
observed their circumstances, she came to believe

in the linkage between a quality education and the
expansion of one's socioeconomic opportunities.
In her early years, Mullins did not desire a life as a
social activist or a career in public service. How
ever, her goals changed gradually. Mullins became
a student activist at Covington's Holmes High
School, partly because of her admiration of vari
ous national and local leaders of the civil rights
movement during the late 1960s and early 1970s.
She and several of her classmates organized a stu
dent demonstration at Holmes that was generated
by the school's inability to hire an adequate num
ber of African American teachers, as well as the

use of a history curriculum that disregarded the
experience of black Americans.
After she graduated from Holmes High
School in 1971 and earned a BS degree in market
ing from the University of Cincinnati in 1983,
Mullins took a more active leadership role in the
city of Covington. For example, in 1988 she be
came the first African American woman elected

to the Covington Board of Education, where she
served until 1996. During her tenure there, Mul
lins aimed at improving public education for Af.
rican American students as well as other under

represented pupils. When asked about some of
her major accomplishments as a member of the
school board, Mullins proclaimed, "Although it
was a hard fight, I was successful in enhancing
the educational experience of African American
students in the Covington school system as well
as the sponsoring of legislation that focused on
such issues as site-based management, diversity,
and multicultural ſeducation]."

In 1996 Mullins was elected to the Covington
City Commission, the first African American to
hold such a position in Northern Kentucky. She
left this position in 1998. Amongher many achieve
ments in the political arena, Mullins sponsored
several neighborhood economic development
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MULLOY, WILLIAM T.

projects, worked on a regional transportation
commission, and helped to create the Covington
Human Rights Commission. Through it all, she
has worked to improve the lives of all the residents
of Covington.
"African-American Day Celebrates Roots," KP, April
27, 1990, 2K.

Covington Board of Education Meeting Minutes,
Board of Education, Covington, Ky., 1996.

"Covington Elects First Black to School Board." Sus
pension Press, November 1988, 1.

nary of St. Pius X (now the Catholic Center). He
was also responsible for a major renovation of the
Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption in 1950. It
was at this time that the large carved-wood balda
chin was erected above the high altar. Mulloy put a
high premium on religious vocations, especially
the priesthood. His episcopacy saw numerous or
dinations at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assump
tion. Mulloy died in 1959 at St. Elizabeth Hospital
and was buried in St. Mary Cemetery in Fort

“Bishop-Elect Leads Busy Life," Messenger, Decem
ber 21, 1944, 12.

“Diocese Goes into Mourning for Death of Bishop

KP. September 27, 1998,4K.

Telephone interviews by Eric R. Jackson, Sep
tember 15 and October 4, 2006.

Vance, Debra Ann. “Chapman Returns as School

of 1978.

Grossman, James R., Ann Durkin Keating, and Janice
L. Reife. The Encyclopedia of Chicago. Chicago:

Mitchell.

Driehaus, Bob. “Mullins Brings Diversity to Coving
ton Commission,” KP, November 6, 1996, 1K.
Mullins, Pamela E. "Editorial: A Graduation of Sorts,"

1946 a Mundy-directed choir of 1,000 voices per
formed at Carnegie Hall in New York City. Mundy
directed tens of thousands of singers, and his
choirs performed for combined audiences num
bering in the hundreds of thousands. He led his
last choir, the Olivet Baptist Church Choir, on
Thanksgiving Day in 1978. Mundy was still teach
ing and directing when he died on Christmas Day

Univ. of Chicago Press, 2004.
Jarrett, Vernon. “James Mundy Still Stirs Yule Spirit,”
Chicago Tribune, December 29, 1974, A6.

“Prof. Mundy, Who Raised Black Voices in Song,

Mulloy," KP June 2, 1959, 1–2.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,

Dies,” Chicago Tribune, December 27, 1978, A11.

George Vaughn and John Klee

1954.

Chair," KP January 19, 1991, 3K.

. “Covington Board Member Pushes for Race
Gender Data," KP, September 14, 1991,3K.
“School

Board

Won't

Seek Test-Score

Breakdown—Gender, Race Analysis Rejected,” KP
September 18, 1991,8K.

“Tributes to Bishop Mulloy from Fargo Diocese.
Bishop Mulloy as an Educator." Messenger, Janu
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

Eric R. Jackson

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The
Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.

MULLOY, WILLIAM T. (b. November 9, 1892,

Thomas S. Ward

Ardoch, N.D.; d. June 1, 1959, Covington, Ky).
William Theodore Mulloy, who became a bishop
of the Diocese of Covington, was the son of Wil
liam James and Margaret Ann Doyle Mulloy. After
studying at St. Paul Seminary in St. Paul, Minn.,
Mulloy was ordained a priest for the Diocese of
Fargo in North Dakota on July 7, 1916. His boy
hood on the farm and his service as a priest in rural
parishes made him an advocate for Catholic farm

MUNDY, JAMES (b. July 9, 1886, Maysville, Ky;
d. December 25, 1978, Chicago, Ill.). James Ahyln
Mundy, the son of a former slave, became one of
the premier choir leaders in the United States. He
directed choirs, primarily in Chicago, from 1913 to
1978. While Mundy lived in Maysville, he served
as organist for the Bethel Baptist Church in
Maysville, and the church gave him some support

ers in their difficulties on the land. He became an

as he attended Simmons Normal School in Louis

early member of the National Catholic Rural Life
Conference (NCRLC) and helped formulate its
Manifesto on Rural Life. He was the president of
NCRLC from 1935 to 1937 and again from 1946 to
1948, the latter term while he was bishop of Cov
ington. Rev. Mulloy also dedicated himself to im
proving Catholiceducation in the Diocese of Fargo
and was appointed superintendent of diocesan ed
ucation in 1938. In the same year, he was made pas
tor of St. Mary Cathedral in Fargo, N.D., and he
was made a monsignor in 1941.
Mulloy received word from the Vatican on No
vember 11, 1944, that he had been appointed the
bishop of Covington, Ky. He chose "Teach Your
Sons" as his episcopal motto. His consecration oc
curred on January 10, 1945, in St. Mary Cathedral
in his home diocese; he was officially installed in
his new diocese with an impressive ceremony at
the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption in Cov
ington on January 25, 1945. As bishop of Coving
ton, Mulloy greatly increased the number of Cath

ville. Upon the death of his father, Mundy moved
to Chicago with his mother. He later commented,
"I had heard that up in Chicago a colored man
could even work in the post office." Actually em
ployed at a post office in Chicago, Mundy attracted
the attention of civil rights leader Ida Wells Bar
nett, who learned of his musical ability and asked
him to form a choir to perform as part of an ap
pearance of W. E. B. Du Bois in Chicago. The day
when James Mundy led the choir, January 12, 1913,
was the first time an African American group per
formed in Chicago's Orchestra Hall. Mundy en
joyed creating combined choirs from Chicago's
black churches in addition to arranging music and
giving private voice and piano lessons. In 1916 he
directed his group, named the Mundy Choristers,
at the dedication of Chicago's Navy Pier. In 1931
Mundy was chosen to lead the choir at the rededi
cation of Abraham Lincoln's tomb in Springfield,

olic churches and schools in the diocese and

established several Catholic hospitals in the moun
tains of Eastern Kentucky. The new Covington
Catholic High School and Newport (Central)
Catholic High School were two of the largest
educational facilities that he approved. In 1946 he
purchased the Marydale property on Donaldson
Rd. in Boone Co. and created there Camp Mary
dale, the Marydale Retreat House, and the Semi

MURPHY, RAYMOND L. (b. February 17,
1905, Cincinnati, Ohio; d. November 10, 1969, Fort

ary 22, 1945, 18.

Thomas, Ky.) Judge Ray Murphy began working at
age 13, selling newspapers on the street and run
ning a projector in a local movie theater. He gradu
ated from the Woodward Night High School in
Cincinnati and later took evening classes at Xavier
University in Cincinnati and at the old Cincinnati
YMCA Law School. He was admitted to the Ken

tucky bar in 1928 and then began his law practice.
Early in his career, he served as Newport city so
licitor and was a state assistant attorney general
under Kentucky governor Ruby Laffoon (governor
1931–1935). Over the years Murphy campaigned
for several key Democratic candidates, including
U.S. vice president Alben Barkley, a native Ken
tuckian. In 1940 Murphy was appointed a judge by
Kentucky governor Keen Johnson (1939–1943) to
succeed Roger L. Neff. Murphy was elected to four
consecutive six-year terms as a circuit court judge
in Campbell Co. before being defeated by Fred
Warren. Judge Murphy was regarded as a "down
to-earth" jurist; his decisions were seldom over
turned by higher courts. His personality and sense
of fairness were two of the positive traits that char
acterized his long tenure as judge in Campbell Co.
After his judgeship, he joined Morris Weintraub
and Ban Sampson in their law firm (Weintraub
and Sampson) and remained until his retirement
in 1967. Murphy died at St. Luke Hospital two
years later and was buried at St. Stephen Cemetery
in Fort Thomas. His wife, Alma E. Horne Murphy,
and a son, William Murphy, survived him.
"Colorful Campbell Judge Murphy Dies,” KP, No
vember 11, 1969, 1–2.

Social Security Death Index, www.rootsweb.com.

Ill., where President Herbert Hoover (1929–1933)

gave the address. When Chicago hosted the
World Fair in 1933 and 1934, the Mundy Jubilee
Singers provided biweekly entertainment. Mundy
took pride that only his group and a police band
were invited to reappear at the closing, where
400,000 people witnessed the performances. Be
ginning in 1935, Mundy directed a Works Prog
ress Administration-funded group of singers that
delivered more than 5,000 performances in Chi
cago area schools over the course of seven years. In

MURPHYSVILLE. Murphysville is today a
small collection of homes nine miles southwest of

Maysville, along U.S. 62 where it crosses the North
Fork of the Licking River in Mason Co. A prosper
ous community existed there in the mid-19th cen
tury. The town was named either for an early set
tler, William Murphy, or for the first person who
dammed the North Fork and built a mill there. A

post office was established in 1830, and in 1867 a
large woolen mill with a 120-foot-long dam was
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established in the town. The pool created by the
dam was used by residents for fishing and swim
ming. The mill, a substantial enterprise, was de
scribed in the June 29, 1867, edition of the Maysville
Republican as "one of the best in the United
States." It was highly mechanized. The newspaper
article described the process, from sorting the
wool to the seven looms that produced the finished
plain and plaid cloth. The 1876 Mason Co. atlas
indicates that the Murphysville precinct had 786
people. An 1877 newspaper reported that the town
had two doctors, the woolen mill, a flour mill, busi

nesses, a lawyer, and "several loafers." The local

chapter of the International Organization of Good
Templars was noted for its excellence and for its
successful effort to have liquor banned “forever" in
Murphysville by the Kentucky legislature. The
flour mill produced so much flour that a group of
nearby houses was nicknamed “the white row"be
cause they often were covered with flour. The
town's location on the North Fork made it subject
to frequent flooding and was the major reason for
its decline. The post office closed in 1906, and the
large woolen mill was torn down in 1921. “High
water at Murphysville" was local shorthand for
flooding that repeatedly closed U.S. 68 until a new
bridge and roadway were built in the 1990s.
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. The Towns of Mason

County: Their Past in Pictures. Maysville, Ky:
Maysville and Mason Co. Library Historical and
Scientific Association, 1986.

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing

ton: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1984.
John Klee
MURRAY, THOMAS PETER “TOMMY” (b.

January 1, 1902, Covington, Ky; d. January 18, 1963,
Cincinnati, Ohio). Jockey Thomas Peter Murray
was one of 10 children of Irish immigrants Martin
and Margaret Gavin Murray. The family attended
St. Patrick Catholic Church in Covington.
“Hey Livingston, I need one of your monkeys
in the sixth race to show [my horse Money Maker

five feet tall. In 1919, when he won the Kentucky
Oaks and was second leading jockey in the coun
try, his winnings totaled $140,562. That year he
had 832 mounts and 157 first-place finishes. Jockey
Clifford Robinson beat him out for the national

riding title by a mere six wins. There was not an
avid horseplayer in the country who did not recog
nize Tommy Murray's name—he was the jockey
sensation of the day. Remarkably, Murray, who be
gun his racetrack career mucking horse stalls, had
become an elitejockey in only two years.
“We’reshantyboat Irish," Murray would proudly
remind his four children. As a young man, he hung
out at the Latonia Racecourse in Covington, where
he nurtured his horse-racing interests by observ

ing, asking questions, and meeting people, all the
while building his determination to become a
jockey. It was certainly not an easy career path for
Murray, who later recalled how he worked his way
up from the bottom. “When I was broken in by Kay
Spence, I walked horses and cleaned out stalls for a
year before I got on a horse. Now some of the kids
are riding in less than a year's time," he lamented
to Louisville newspaper reporter Marvin N. Gay
in a 1950 interview. Murray was working at the
time as a valet in the Churchill Downs jockey
quarters; he was 48. Murray was always a propo
nent of weight control through exercise. "The
only way to really hit riding trim is to jog around
the track,” he insisted in the interview. But family
members recall seeing Murray leave the supper
table and go into the bathroom, where he would
thrust his finger down his throat in order to
regurgitate—stilla popular method of weight con
trol among jockeys.
In 1918 at age 16, Murray rode his first race, at
Douglas Park in Louisville. His first win was the
same year at Latonia on a mount named High
Gear. During his career, Murray rode at practically
every racetrack in the United States as well as at
tracks in Canada and Cuba. He rode such famous

horses as Kentucky Derby winner Old Rosebud,
Busy Signal, and the notoriously bad-acting horse

what the finish line looks like. Let me have Mur

Flags. His slam-bang stretch duel in the Kentucky

ray.” Spoken by horse-owner K. Spence and ad
dressed to fellow horseman J. R. Livingston on July
1, 1919, this request and similar ones were com
monly heard mornings in the stables at old Lato

Oaks of 1919 at Churchill Downs against legend
ary jockey Earle Sande is considered a classic. Of
his famous ride in the Kentucky Oaks, Tommy

nia Racecourse in Latonia, where the Latonia

Earle Sande was on Milkmaid, who ran second.

Shopping Center now sprawls. A few weeks earlier,
May 31, 1919, Lillian Shaw, another of Livingston's
horses, had been ridden to victory in the fifth race
at Churchill Downs in Louisville, by jockey
Thomas Peter Murray. That race was the 45th run
ning of the Kentucky Oaks, a race considered the
Kentucky Derby for three-year-old fillies.
“Monkey" was what a jockey was sometimes
derisively called. In those times, jockeys did not
ride as independent agents; instead, they were em
ployees ofthe owners, who controlled when, where,
and how often jockeys worked. Sometimes when

Coming down the stretch, he grabbed my saddle
and I took mystick and halfbeat him to death. We
had a ding-dong battle that afternoon." Tommy got
his only ride in the Kentucky Derby in 1920 aboard

an owner needed a rider for one of his mounts, he

would pay another owner for the services of one of
that person's jockeys.
Murray was one of the smaller jockeys, riding
at a weight of 107 pounds and standing not quite

reminisced, “I was on Lillian Shaw, the winner, and

Bersagliere, who broke third but faded after a half
mile, placing ninth in a 17-horse field. The last time
Murray recorded more than 10 wins as a jockey
was in 1929, when he had 134 mounts, with 21 first

place finishes and earnings that totaled $22,840.
That year the stock market crashed, as did Tom
my's riding career.
After 14 years as a jockey, Murray retired from
riding in 1931 at age 30. His riding career abruptly
ended, Murray was reduced to near poverty and
struggled to support his wife Virginia (Conley)
and their two daughters and two sons. He eventu
ally became a trainer, but to maintain a trainer's li

cense he was required to win 10 races annually,
something he accomplished only in 1935, with 14
wins and $9,290 in purses, and in 1940, with 10
victories and purses of only $3,120. Murray's story
of riches to rags was typical for the times.
On September 22, 1942, Murray joined the
U.S. Army as a private and served on active duty
until May 10, 1943. Afterward he was assigned to
the Enlisted Reserve Corps. When he left the mili
tary, Murray returned to the racetrack in various
capacities, finishing his career as a jockey's valet.
He died at age 61 in 1963 at the Dennison Hotel in
Cincinnati, where he had taken a room after hav

ing surgery 10 days earlier at the Cincinnati Veter
ans Administration Hospital. He was buried at St.
Mary Cemetery, Fort Mitchell.
Chew, Peter. The Kentucky Derby—The First 100

Years. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1974.
Gorham, Bob. Churchill Downs 100th Kentucky
Derby—First Centennial. Louisville, Ky:Churchill
Downs, 1973.

"Jockey Tom Murray Rites Are Tuesday," KE, January
20, 1963, 6A.

Leach, Brownie. The Kentucky Derby Diamond Ju

bilee, 1875–1949. Louisville, Ky., Gibbs-Inman,
1949.

“Tommy Murray," KPJanuary 21, 1963, 4.
James C. Claypool and Don Clare
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(b. 1720, England; d. 1790, Nelson Co., Ky.) Lt.Col.
George Muse was a Caroline Co., Virginia officer,
who served under Col. George Washington during
Braddock's campaign in the French and Indian
War; Muse was properly discharged in 1754. For
his services in the war, based upon his rank as lieu
tenant colonel, Muse was granted 5,333 acres of
land. Five of his tracts, or a total of about 2,700

acres, were located in Northern Kentucky; thus
Muse was the first American to own the territory
that became Covington, Newport, Bellevue, and
Dayton, Ky. Muse sold part of this Northern Ken
tuckyland to his friend James Taylor Sr. of Caroline
Co., Va. However, as part of the deal, he asked that
the eastern 1,000-acre tract (where Dayton now
stands) be deeded back to his two daughters Katy
and Caroline Muse. James Taylor Sr. had all the
tracts surveyed by his son Hubbard Taylor and
then gave 500 acres to another son, James Taylor
Jr., in exchange for managing the Campbell Co.
properties. On May 3, 1793, James Jr. moved to
Northern Kentucky and had the 1,500-acre tract on
the eastern side of the Licking Riverlaid out in lots.
He named it Newport, after Christopher Newport,
the captain of the first shipbringing English settlers
to Jamestown, Va. The Muse daughters later sold
their 1,000-acre tract to Washington Berry, a
brother-in-law of James Taylor Jr. George Muse is
said to have taught military tactics to Gen. George
Washington during the Revolutionary War. Sev
eral land transactions between the two men are

listed in Washington's will.
“The James Taylor Narrative,” 1840, Kenton Co. Pub
lic Library; Campbell Co. Historical and Genea
logical Society, Alexandria, Ky.
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Tenkotte, Paul A. “Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington

Barn dances held in Grant Co. and the Boone

and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890," PhD diss.,

County Jamboree (later to become both a radio
and a television show) provided a venue for this new
musical style. Early country music performers from
the area included Grant Co.'s singer-composer Pop
Eckler, the Bird Family from Covington, fiddler

Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

Wessling, Jack. Early History of Campbell County
Kentucky. Alexandria, Ky: Privately published,
1997.

Jack Wessling
MUSIC. The first professional musician known to
reside in Northern Kentucky was Mexico-born Jo
seph Tosso, who was of Italian descent. He arrived
in Cincinnati in time to play for Gen. Marquis de
Lafayette's visit to Northern Kentucky in 1825 and
performed regularly at Mrs. Trollope's bazaar, lo
cated along E. Fourth St. in the Queen City. The mu
sic professor, as Tosso was called, soon moved his
family to Covington, and later to Latonia, and
played at concerts and important events in both
Newport and Covington. He was well trained in
classical music and also was a talented fiddle player.
He often played his own compositions, including
“The Arkansas Traveler," which became a popular
fiddle tune. Tosso died in Covington in 1887, having
performed locally for more than 60 years. He was a
founder of the first school of music in Cincinnati.

Religious music played a large role in Northern
Kentucky. Several musicians were associated with
Mother of God Catholic Church in Covington.
Bernard H. F. Hellebusch was a teacher and the

principal at the Mother of God School beginning
around 1850. As a musician, he practiced the Ger
man singmesse tradition of church music, empha

sizing the folk song in contrast to the traditional
classical Latin style. He wrote and published some
34 singmesse hymns, as well as a popular hymnal
entitled Gesang und Gebetbuch, before his death
in 1885. Henry Tappert (see William and Henry
Tappert) replaced Hellebusch's singmesse style
with newer Cecilian reform music, stressing po
lyphony and chant. He published his compositions
in his St. Cecilia Hymnal. In 1895 Tappert hired
Edward Strubel as an organist at the church.
Strubel, a virtuoso on the organ and a talented
composer, served in that capacity for 55 years. Ec
clesiastical music was a much larger part of parish
life in the early years of Catholicism in Northern
Kentucky, and it was played in all parish churches,
not just Mother of God Church in Covington.
Two new types of secular music appeared in
America at the turn of the 20th century. Ragtime
was popular for the first 20 years of the new cen
tury, and the Gasdorf Music Publishing Com
pany of Newport helped to popularize ragtime,
including an occasional piece written by a young
composer from Covington, Haven Gillespie. The
blues soon followed, brought up the Ohio River
on the riverboats; it prospered in Covington and
Newport, as well as in the west side of downtown
Cincinnati. Longtime area blues-players such as
James "Pigmeat" Jarrett and “H. Bomb" Ferguson
performed regularly at Northern Kentucky enter
tainment venues. Currently, the Mansion HillTav
ern in Newport is a prominent gathering spot for
performances of the blues.
Country music arrived with the Appala
chian migration into the area during the 1920s.

also performed as well as top-name entertainers
such as Dizzy Gillespie, Ted Lewis, Frank Sinatra,
and the like. Some of these entertainers even per
formed for free at the Devou Park Band Shell

(amphitheater) before thousands of appreciative
fans. In Campbell Co., gambling spots such as

Bill Livers from Owen Co., and Blanche Cold

Glenn Schmidt's, the Latin Quarters, and the

iron, who had family ties to Grant Co. Radio sta

Tropicana booked topflight entertainers, some of
whom were seen gambling or “bar hopping" after
their performances. Maysville's historic Wash
ington Opera House, located in that city's down
town area, also hosted shows by several famous
performers.
Military band music has long been popular in
Northern Kentucky. In the 19th century, the pres
ence of the U.S. Army at the Newport Barracks
gave the area the Army Band for musicalentertain
ment at important events. The musical Gasdorf
family of Newport sponsored the popular Gasdorf
Military Band, which performed in the decade be
ginning 1910, and john Philip Sousa's Naval Band
performed before large crowds in Covington in
1918. Later, after the army relocated to the Fort

tion WLW in Cincinnati and L. B. Wilson's

WCKY in Covington regularly played country
music for their listeners. Today, in Nashville,Tenn.,
the top-rated country music disc jockey is Gerry
House, a native of Kenton Co. Later in his career,

Pop Eckler performed bluegrass music.
The 1920s also saw the beginning of swing-era
dancing music. A popular Northern Kentuckian
involved in this type of music was Covington's
Justin Huber, whose bands and orchestras, from

the early 1920s through the late 1940s, played at
ballrooms regionally. His groups were booked
at company gatherings and parties, as well as at the
Horseshoe Gardens in Bellevue. It was at the
Horseshoe Gardens that the famous Mills Broth

ers got their start. In that same era, Newport native
Tommy Ryan went from steel-mill worker in his
hometown to major national band leader during
the 1940s and 1950s. Club musiciansplaying piano
lounge music locally included Larry Vincent,
who died in 1977, just months before the fire that
destroyed the Beverly Hills Supper Club, where
he often performed. Vincent's good friend Haven
Gillespie was the lyricist who produced the most
famous song written by a native of Northern Ken
tucky, the best-selling “Santa Claus Is Comin' to
Town." Gillespie, who died in 1975, wrote lyrics to
more than 1,000 works in his life, including several
that became popular hits.
Also around the turn of the 20th century, sev
eral Northern Kentucky women excelled as musi
cal performers. Local voice teachers such as Patia

Thomas Military Reservation, the Army Band per
formed at parades and on Decoration Day at Ever
green Cemetery and, during the 1920s, gave free
public concerts on the fort's grounds.
Other types of bands that performed or now
perform locally include the Newport Jug Band at
the turn of the 20th century, today's Florence
Community Band, and several bands that have
had modern rock connections. The area's best

known rock band is Pure Prairie League, a mu
sical group that includes several members raised in

Northern Kentucky. High schools such as Beech
wood, Highlands, and Covington Holmes have
won statewide band competitions. Local groups
like the McCormick Fiddlers were featured on the

Boone County Jamboree and later regional tele
vision's Midwestern Hayride. During the first

Power trained students who made it to the Broad

three decades of the 20th century, the Harvard

way stage. Vocalist Clara Loring from Covington
wowed the New York crowds for several years in
the second decade of the century. Mary Hissem
DeMoss, from California, Ky., sang at prestigious
Protestant churches in New York City and through
out New England. She taught voice well into the
1950s at her home in New Jersey. Katherine Hall
Poock, a descendant of a family of Covington edu
cators, spent years singing and teaching voice

Piano Company of Dayton, Ky., manufactured
almost 30,000 pianos for use nationwide.

around Greater Cincinnati. Elizabeth Parks, also

from Covington, sang for the troops in Europe dur
ing World War I. In the 1920s, Eugene Ysaye
wrote music and produced musical concerts for the
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra while living in
Fort Thomas. In recent years, Lee Roy Reams, a
1960 graduate of Covington's Holmes High
School, has shared top billing with the greats of the
musical theater in New York City, such as Hello
Dolly! and with road companies throughout the
United States, such as the Fantastics.

Along with the Beverly Hills Supper Club,
which booked nationally known entertainers,
there were other high-caliber musical venues in
Northern Kentucky. Kenton Co. had its similarly
famous Lookout House, where Larry Vincent

The academic world has also contributed to

music in Northern Kentucky. Since it opened in
1970, Northern Kentucky University (NKU)
has been developing its music department. Inter
nationally renowned Russian immigrant Sergei
Polusmiak teaches piano there; Robert Knauf,
the longtime choral director of the Cincinnati
Symphony's May Festival, taught choral music and
also served as the music department's first chair
man; and a number of students and performing
groups who have studied music at NKU have per
formed with distinction nationally and interna
tionally. Herschel Linstaedt of Fort Thomas had
a distinguished career as a music teacher at the
College Conservatory of Music in Cincinnati, and
jazz musician Roger Schueler (see Dixie Heights
High School) founded and directed a highly suc
cessful high school jazz band during the 1960s;
several of his students became professional jazz
musicians.

The foremost recording artist from Northern
Kentucky is Maysville's Rosemary Clooney. Her
successful musical and movie career spanned more

MYERS, HARVEY, JR.

than seven decades. She and her sister Betty Cloo
ney performed during their teenage years as the
Clooney Sisters until Rosemary struck out on her
own after landing a singing part in the 1953 movie
The Stars Are Singing Her brother Nick Cloo
ney, a former radio and television personality who
now writes opinion columns for the Cincinnati
Post and the Kentucky Post, also recorded songs
but produced no hits. Another entertainer, the late
Bob Braun of Ludlow, also had a highly success
ful career in regional television and radio, but the
songs he recorded never became hits.
Lonnie Mack, remembered for his hit song
“Memphis," filled Ben Kraft's Guys 'N Dolls Club
in Cold Spring during the 1960s, as did rock and
roller Billy Joe Royal singing his biggest hit, "Down
in the Boondocks.” Later, Adrian Belew from

Boone Co. gained national acclaim as an electrical
guitar player. Country singer Skeeter Davis, born
Mary Frances Penick in Glencoe, had a country
music crossover hit in 1962 entitled “The End of

the World", Bobby Mackey's in Wilder remains
the longest-running country night spot in Greater
Cincinnati; and Kenny Price, once dubbed the
“Sheriff of Boone County," went from the Mid
western Hayride to Hee Haw on national televi
sion with his robust country style before his death
in 1987. Southern Gospel singing has been repre
sented for 30 years by the touring Ball Family of

Covington; Nelson Burton from Covington
played jazz backup for many visiting musical
groups; African American music is represented by
the internationally acclaimed singing group from
Covington's Eastside, the Northern Kentucky
Brotherhood, whose appealing harmonies have
carried them around the world; ecclesiastical mu

sic and pipe organ pieces are well represented by
the performances of Robert Schaffer and his
family at the Roman Catholic Cathedral Basilica
of the Assumption in Covington; and both
Nancy James and Mary Ellen Tanner, former
Cincinnati television vocalists with Northern

Kentucky ties, continue to entertain in the area—
James with the Kentucky Symphony Orchestra
and Tanner on Sunday evenings at Chez Nora's in

aircraft he was navigating participated in the sink
ing of one of the four destroyers that the Japanese
lost.

He began his career in public service as New
port's first recreation director, for the summer of
1951. Later, he taught history and coached football
at Holmes High School. For 10 months during

1957 he served as Newport's city manager, a post
that he held three times. He was the mayor of New
port from 1960 through 1964. He taught school in

Cincinnati for a short time before becoming the
principal of the Arnold Elementary School in
Newport (1967–1970). At other times during his
career, he sold real estate. He became city manager
of Newport for the second time in 1976 and served
until he was fired and soon rehired in 1980. He

then continued as city manager until he retired in
1984. In 1985 he was elected to Newport's city
commission.

In his early days of public life, Mussman was
accused of being too harsh on Newport's gambling
element. He softened somewhat on the gambling
issue as time passed, but he never stopped wanting
to rid his hometown of vice and corruption and of
those who promoted them. In September 1961 he
was indicted for not enforcing the state's gambling
laws, but a jury found him not guilty. As mayor, he
helped to bring the Newport Mall to W. Fourth St.

He is often recognized as the person who, during
the mid-1980s, initiated the early redevelopment
of Newport's riverfront. Mussman worked with
the Shilling family to bring to the Newport shore
the Islands floating restaurant, the first of a long

line of developments—still continuing—along the
city's Riverboat Row.
Mussman's first wife died early in their mar
riage. His second wife, Kathryn L. Poff Mussman,
survived him; she died in early May 2005. Ralph
Mussman died in 1987 of a heart attack at his long
time home on Monroe St. in Newport. The flags
were at half-mast as he was buried at Evergreen
Cemetery in Southgate. Athlete, war hero, educa
tor, and politician, Ralph Mussman is still remem
bered by many as deserving of his nickname “Mr.
Newport.”
“Athlete, War Hero, Politician–Ralph Mussman,”
KP February 26, 1987, 1–2.

the Bismarck Sea (March 2–4, 1944), the combat

gation built the current Italian Renaissance Re
vival structure on W. Sixth St. The neighborhood
around the Mother of God Church developed
along with the parish. Beginning in the 1840s, resi
dents began constructing primarily Italianate
style rowhouses in the vicinity of the church. These
two-story frame-and-brick homes were built close
to the street and had small backyards. Family
owned and -operated businesses were also scat
tered throughout the neighborhood, including
grocery stores, taverns, and a pharmacy.
In the years following World War II, residents
began leaving Covington for the suburbs, and the
neighborhood surrounding the Mother of God
Church began to deteriorate. In 1962 Mother of
God School, which had existed in the neighbor
hood for 120 years, closed because of low enroll
ment. In 1972 the beautiful school building on W.
Sixth St. was demolished. Parish membership had
declined to less than 200 families. The parish expe
rienced a revival, however, under the leadership of
Rev. William Mertes, who arrived in the parish in
1969. The parish began a number of outreach ef.
forts in the community, such as the Parish
Kitchen and the Welcome House.
The revival of the Mother of God Church also

had an impact on the health of the neighborhood.
In 1974 Reverends Ray Holtz, William Mertes,
and Paul Wethington and a small group of dedi
cated laypeople established Covington Avenue
Properties Inc., a partnership that purchased 12
dilapidated homes on Covington Ave. for $59,000

with the intention of rehabilitating the properties.
Only persons who agreed to restore and live in the
homes were permitted to participate. Within sev
eral years, Covington Ave. had been transformed.
The success of the Covington Ave. project led to
the creation of the Russell Row Partnership and
the Kentucky-Craig St. Project, which resulted in
the restoration of 25 historic structures. The suc

cess of all these efforts prompted the neighbor
hood to apply for National Register Historic Dis
trict status.

Mutter Gottes Historic District, National Register of
Historic Places Inventory-Nomination Form, 1980,

Main Strasse.

MUSSMAN, RALPH G. (b. February 3, 1919,
Newport, Ky.; d. March 25, 1987, Newport, Ky).
Politician Ralph Mussman was the son of Ralph G.
and Josephine Beazley Mussman. For more than
30 years, he had a truly remarkable public life.
Ralph grew up on E. Third St. in Newport and
graduated in 1936 from Newport High School,
where he played football and basketball; in his se
nior year, he was captain of both of those teams. He
also engaged in sports at the college level and in
1941 was voted the most outstanding athlete at
Morehead State College in Morehead. In 1984 he
was inducted into the Northern Kentucky High
School Sports Hall of Fame.
During World War II Mussman served as a
navigator in the U.S. Army Air Corps and attained
the rank of captain. He was stationed in New
Guinea in the South Pacific. During the Battle of
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U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C.
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

Michael R. Sweeney
ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The
Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
MUTTER GOTTES NATIONAL HISTORIC
David E. Schroeder

DISTRICT. The Mutter Gottes (Mother of God)

National Historic District in Covington was estab
lished in 1980 in a neighborhood in the city's West
End. The focal point of the neighborhood is the
Mother of God Catholic Church, which is itself

listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
The boundaries of the neighborhood are Kentucky
and Covington Aves.; Montgomery St., portions of
W. Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Sts., and portions of
Craig, Johnson, and Russell Sts.
When Rev. Ferdinand Kuhrestablished Mother

of God Parish in 1841, the parish was the first Ger
man Catholic congregation in Northern Kentucky.
The parish grew quickly with an influx of German
immigrants to the city. In 1870–1871, the congre

MYERS, HARVEY, JR. (b. December 24, 1859,

Covington, Ky.; d. July 1, 1933, Latonia, Ky). Har
vey Myers Jr. was a noted attorney, politician, and
sports enthusiast. His father was Harvey Myers,
and his mother was the former Susan C. Scott.

Harvey Jr. was educated in the Covington Public
Schools (see Covington Independent Schools)
and after graduation worked for the Cincinnati
Times newspaper. In 1879 he married Cara Wells,
and they had four children. Harvey studied law
under Theodore F. Hallam and was admitted to

the bar in 1881. He was a partner of Hallam in
the firm of Hallam and Myers for thirteen years.
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Unlike his father, who was a Republican, Harvey
Myers Jr. was a Democrat (see Democratic Party).
He served in the Kentucky House of Representa
tives from 1886 to 1890, where he held the office of

Speaker. Although all three men were Democrats,
by about 1890 Myers and Hallam became vehe
ment opponents of William Goebel. For a num
ber of years, Myers was head of the Latonia Jockey
Club and a member of the Motor Club. He was re

sponsible for organizing the Twin Oaks Golf and
Country Club in 1927. Myers suffered a stroke at
his law office in 1931 but continued his regular
work. After a half century of law practice, he died
of a cerebral hemorrhage at his home on 45th St. in
Latonia. His second wife, Anna Belle Menefee,
whom he married in 1904, and five children sur

vived him. Burial was in the Highland Cemetery,
Fort Mitchell.

Biographical Cyclopedia of The Commonwealth of

Kentucky. Chicago. John M. Gresham, 1896.
“Harvey Myers, Jr. Dead," KP, July 3, 1933, 1.
Johnson, E. Polk. History of Kentucky and Kentuck

ians. Vol. 2. Chicago: Lewis, 1912.
Levin, H., ed. The Lawyers and Lawmakers of Ken
tucky. Chicago: Lewis, 1897.
Perrin, William H. Biographical Sketches from Ken

tucky. Vol. 7. Louisville, Ky., F. A. Battey, 1887.
“The Secret Hand Revealed," KPJuly 9, 1894,4.

MYERS, HARVEY, SR. (b. February 10, 1828,
Chenango Co., N.Y.; d. March 28, 1874, Covington,
Ky). Noted attorney Harvey Myers Sr. was the son
of Aaron and Aurelia Bridgman Myers. In about
1852 he moved to Trimble Co., Ky., where he taught
school, studied law, and was admitted to the bar.

After a few years, he moved to Covington and in
1858 married Susan Clark Withers. His children

included Harvey Myers Jr.
As a Republican, the senior Myers was a strong
supporter of the Union during the Civil War (see
Republican Party). In 1865 he was elected as a
representative to the Kentucky General Assembly
from Kenton Co., but he refused the office when he

learned that soldiers had been assigned around the
county polls, arresting voters and holding them in
custody until the day after the election. In 1866 My
ers purchased a large brick home at Shelby St. and
Riverside Dr. in Covington; the historic home is
still standing. In the 1860she formed a law partner
ship with Governor John W. Stevenson (1867–
1871). Myers published a code of practice for Ken
tucky attorneys, as well as a supplement to the
general statutes of Kentucky. In November 1872, he
ran for the U.S. House of Representatives in the
Sixth Congressional District but lost to incumbent
William E. Arthur. In the early 1870s Myers and
Oliver Root were representing Mrs. W. G. Terrell

in a divorce case. On March 28, 1874, while work

ing in his office, Myers was approached by Mr. Ter
rell. An altercation ensued, and Terrell shot and

killed Myers. Myers's funeral services were held at
Trinity Episcopal Church in Covington, and he
was buried in Highland Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.
Terrell was found guilty of voluntary man
slaughter and sentenced to eight years in prison. In
1877 Terrell's attorneys successfully appealed his
case to the Court of Appeals of Kentucky, then
Kentucky's highest court, on the basis that proce
dural errors had been made. These errors included

the refusal of the lower court to grant a continu
ance until Nicholas Corcoran, the only other per
son in Myers's office that day, could appear as a
witness for the defense. The Court of Appeals ruled
that Terrell should be retried, and in 1879 he was

acquitted.
Biographical Cyclopedia of The Commonwealth of
Kentucky. Chicago: John M. Gresham, 1896.
"Deplorable Tragedy: Hon. Harvey Myers Shot and
Killed by Col. W. G. Terrell, CI, April 4, 1874, 1.
Johnson, E. Polk. History of Kentucky and Kentuck
ians. Vol. 2. Chicago: Lewis, 1912.
“Sixth Congressional District: Official Statement of
the Result,” CJ, November 16, 1872, 2.
Paul A. Tenkotte

staff, and faculty during the early years of school
integration. Another area of interest to the NAACP
was housing discrimination. City urban renewal
programs and discrimination by lending institu
tions had forced many African Americans to leave
Covington and Newport and seek housing in Cin
cinnation other cities. After considering a lawsuit,
the local branchinsteadworked with officials to dis

NAACP. The Covington branch of the NAACP
(National Association for the Advancement of

Colored People) was formed in 1919, when the na
tional office sent Walter White around Kentucky
to establish local chapters that would collaborate
with other organizations to oppose lynching, mob
violence, and Jim Crow laws. During the next 40
years, the organization's Covington branch saw
periods of both activity and inactivity.
Founded in 1909, the NAACP has worked pri
marily to obtain legislative and judicial solutions
to civil rights issues. Using courtroom and legisla
tive victories, it has brought about dramatic
changes in the educational, legal, and economic
conditions of African Americans.

Legal counsel provided by the Covington
NAACP proved beneficial in numerous cases,
helping African Americans avoid unjust jail sen
tences and the death penalty. In 1930, during a
time when the local NAACP was inactive, the An

derson McPerkins case caused it to revive and gain
McPerkins's release from prison. In 1934, with the
case of Huston Mosler, who was charged with mur
der, the NAACP was able to persuade the courts to
decide on life imprisonment rather than execu
tion. In cases involving John Pete Montjoy (1935)

mantle discrimination practices, such cooperation
led to open-housing ordinances and commissions.
In July 1960 the NAACP organized commu
nity meetings at Covington's Fouse Center (see
Elizabeth B. Cook “Lizzie” Fouse) to protest a
"white only" bathroom sign at Coppin's depart

tions of America, 1983. Microform. Available at the

Univ. of Kentucky, Lexington; the Univ. of Louis
ville; and the Univ. of Cincinnati.

Papers of the NAACP. Microform version available at
Univ. of Virginia Library, www.lib.virginia.edu
(accessed January 14, 2007).
"A Voice on Civil Rights," KP, July 6, 2000,4K.
Wright, George C. A History of Blacks in Kentucky.
Frankfort, Ky: Kentucky Historical Society, 1992.
Jim Embry

ment store that had been there for more than 45

NAPOLEON. Nestled in eastern Gallatin Co.,

years. These community meetings did not move

near Grant Co., along what is now Ky. Rt. 16, is
the tiny village of Napoleon. Today it consists of
one grocery store and about a dozen private

into direct action until November 1960, when the

Congress of Racial Equality organized a chap
terin Northern Kentucky. While some people were
members of both organizations, CORE during the
next three years galvanized the local movement
and successfully desegregated publicaccommoda
tions in Northern Kentucky, before the Civil
Rights Act of 1964. In addition, CORE and the
NAACP worked to eradicate discrimination in

employment, housing, and educational access
faced by African Americans during that era.
CORE closed itschapterin Northern Kentucky
in 1963, and the NAACP guided by Mrs. E. Con
ley, president; Rev. Edgar Mack, executive secre
tary, and Fermon Knox, reemerged as the pri
mary civil rights organization in the region. It
worked closely with the Cincinnati NAACP, the
Greater Cincinnati Commission on Religion and
Race, the Human Rights Commission, and the

and Harold Van Vension (1938), in which the men

Catholic Interracial Council on issues such as edu

were convicted of raping white women, the

cation, employment, and housing.
The Northern Kentucky NAACP was an active
participant in the Allied Organizations for Civil
Rights in Kentucky, which sponsored the Freedom

NAACP, the ACLU (American Civil Liberties
Union), and the ILD (International Labor Defense)

"Getting Blacks Involved." KP, February 3, 1984,4K.
The Papers of the Congress of Racial Equality,
1941–1967 Frederick, Md.: University Publica

residences.

In 1803 the area was settled by a group of fami
lies who came down the Ohio River by flatboats,
most likely from Pennsylvania. Initially their com
munity was called Connors, in honor of one of the
first settlers, Samuel Connor (1777–1863). Connor

married Catherine Spenser, and both were buried
in the Ten Mile Cemetery, just behind the present
day Ten Mile Baptist Church, approximately
one-quarter of a mile to the west of the church.
Myrix J. Williams was appointed the first post
master of Connors sometime before 1831. He was

born July 14, 1811, and was buried in the Williams
Cemetery at Glencoe. On January 30, 1841, while
Philip Hanna was postmaster, the post office at
Connors was renamed Napoleon and the town's
name was changed accordingly. The post office at
Napoleon was discontinued before 1913.
There were several medical doctors who prac.
ticed and lived in Napoleon during the mid-1800s
and into the early 1900s. A young doctor named J.
W. Shupert began his practice there. Later, he
moved with his family and practice to Warsaw, a
more populated area. Family names mentioned at
Napoleon in those days were Bledsoe, Brashear,
Carleton, Lillard, McNeeley, Skirvin, and Turley.

failed in attempts to alter the death sentences. Both
were hanged in front of the Covington city-county
building. In late 1938, after two decades of anti
lynching efforts, the NAACP and other organiza
tions were successful in persuading the Kentucky

march was called to show support for a public
accommodations bill being considered by the
Kentucky legislature. That demonstration involved

legislature to outlaw public hangings.

more than 10,000 people, with 300 participants

During the early 1900s, mail was delivered to Na

For the next 10 years, the NAACP's Covington
branch was again inactive, but it revived in 1948,

from Northern Kentucky.
When Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated
in 1968, the Northern Kentucky NAACP collabo
rated with numerous local groups to hold memo
rial services for the purpose of healing the com
munity and quellingany possible violent responses.
During the next few years, the NAACP worked on
racial injustices in housing, education, politics,
and employment. On August 14, 1983, the NAACP
organized a march across the John A. Roebling
Bridge to dramatize the need for African Ameri
cans to register and vote. The speakers included
Benjamin Hooks, executive director of the

poleon from Glencoe. John Hall, a federal em
ployee, had the mail route to Napoleon, daily deliv
ering the mail from a horse-drawn wooden wagon.
Between 1844 and 1850, a Presbyterian church,
the Napoleon Presbyterian Church, existed in the
hamlet. Around 1900 the road servicing Napoleon
(Ky. Rt. 16) was nothing but mud, with a scattering
of rocks. There were two grocery stores: one owned
and operated by Holt Wallace and Andrew McGee
and anotherbelongingtoNolan Richardson. These
stores were stocked with the usual commonly
needed articles, such as 100-pound burlap bags of
coffee beans (often the coffee beans were stillgreen
and required a quick roasting in the oven before
grinding). Stalks of bananas hung from overhead
at seasonal times, such as just before Christmas.
Every grocery also sold kerosene and wicks for
lamps and lanterns.
Walker W. Spaulding owned the blacksmith
shop, the hub of activity for the village. In addition
to his metal work, Spaulding ground wheat for

when the national NAACP received a letter from

Louis Brown of Covington, expressing the desire
to reorganize the branch. In 1949 Jack Delaney of
Covington was elected as a board member to the
state conference of the NAACP. Nevertheless, the

branch slipped into inactivity again.
The 1954 U.S. Supreme Court decision in
Brown v. Board of Education signaled the end of
"separate but equal" schools and brought about the

integration of public schools in Northern Ken
tucky. This victory by the NAACP national legal
defense team inspired the local chapter to reorga
nize in April 1959. Rechartered as the Covington
Newport branch, it elected Mrs. E. Conley presi
dent and Mrs. M. Miles secretary. The group
investigated, negotiated, and provided legal advo
cacy when incidents of abuse, loss of jobs, and
other forms of racial discrimination were experi
enced by African American students, teachers,

March on Frankfort, held on March 5, 1964. The

NAACP; activist Julian Bond; and Fermon Knox,

president of the local and state NAACP
Often accused ofbeing too moderate or distant
from the acute conditions of urban life, the

NAACP has most recently been involved in eco
nomic development and youth programs, while
continuing to be the organization for legal advo
cacy on civil rights issues.
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flour and corn for meal. In the late 1920s, tele

phones came to Napoleon, for the few who could

On October 1, 1985, Company A, 206th Engineer
Battalion, of the Kentucky National Guard was ac

afford them, but it was not until the late 1930s that

tivated in Mason Co. On October 1, 2002, the unit

rural electrification arrived.

became the 301st Chemical Company (Smoke/De

Bogardus, Carl R., Sr., The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,
2003.

“Center of Town,” KP, November 14, 1975, 4K.

Gray, Gypsy M. History of Gallatin County, Ken
tucky. Covington, Ky: Privately published, 1968.
Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1984.

Rider, Jack. Interview by Joy Higgins, April 14, 2005.

contamination). This new unit was ordered into
federal service on November 29, 2004, and was

sent to Iraq. While there, they trained the Iraqipo
lice, provided base security and guarded detainees

for the U.S. Army. The unit returned home January
9, 2006.

ties. Company G, along with other U.S. 2nd
Kentucky Volunteer Regiment units, traveled by
rail on September 12, 1898, to Lexington, arriving
the next day. On September 19 the unit was placed
on regimental furlough for 30 days. The regiment
reassembled at Lexington on October 18 and per
formed routine duties until being mustered out of
federal service on October 31, 1898. The unit re

turned home as Company G of the 2nd Infantry
Regiment, Kentucky State Guard, on November 1,
1898.

Alfaro, Armando J. Paper Trail of the Kentucky Na
tional Guard. Utica, Ky. McDowell, 2003.

Alfaro, Armando J. Paper Trail of the Kentucky Na

Al Alfaro

Works Progress Administration. The American

tional Guard. Utica, Ky: McDowell, 2003.
Joy Higgins

Guide Series: Military History of Kentucky.
NATIONAL GUARD, POST-WORLD WAR
II TO IRAQ WAR. Boone Co. has had a Ken

tucky National Guard unit since November 1,
1975, when the 118th Maintenance Company was
established in Burlington. Exactly one year later,
this unit was transferred to Walton, underwent a

few reorganizations, and was redesignated the
130th Maintenance Company and Detachment 1,
207th Engineer Company. On March 6, 1999, the
present-day Detachment 1, Battery A, 2nd Battal
ion, 138th Field Artillery, was formed. On October
1, 2002, the 940th Military Police Company be
came the second unit assigned to meet at Walton.
The 2nd Battalion, 138th Field Artillery, served on
federal duty from May 5, 2003, until May 4, 2004,
providing post security for Fort Campbell's 101st
Airborne Division. The 940th Military Police
Company was placed on federal duty November
29, 2004, and after some additional training was
assigned to service in Iraq.
Campbell Co.'s Battery A,242nd Field Artillery
Battalion, was organized on November 10, 1956, at
Fort Thomas Military Reservation. In Septem
ber 1959 federal recognition was withdrawn when
the unit fell below its required troop strength. On
November 1, 1980, Company B (Medical), 103rd
Support Battalion, 149th Armored Brigade, was es

NATIONAL

GUARD,

SPANISH

AMERICAN WAR. The men of the common

wealth of Kentucky demonstrated their loyalty to
the nation when the "sinking" of the battleship USS
Maine on February 15, 1898, in Havana Harbor,
Cuba, sparked the Spanish-American War. A naval
investigation on March 28, 1898, revealed the ship
had hit a mine. However, it gave the United States a
pretext to try to free Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the
Philippines from Spain's control. The United States
declared war on Spain on April 25, 1898.

troops were on federal active duty, a security force
of five other guard units was activated across the
state. Covington's Company D, Kentucky State
Guard, was organized and frequently activated
between August 5, 1917, and March 20, 1921. On
March 21, 1921, this unit became a part of the U.S.
38th Division Tank Company. In June 1932 the
new division was moved to Harrodsburg, in Mer
cer Co. Two other military units remained in Cov
ington, and on July 10, 1929, and May 1, 1930, the
Headquarters 2nd Squadron and Troop F 123rd
Cavalry Regiment, respectively, were designated

B of the Army's 1st Cavalry. The initial strength
mandated by the governor of Kentucky was 104
men per company. It appeared there would not be

enough weapons and uniforms to supply that
many troops, so he decreased each unit's size to 84
men. When the Presidential Proclamation request.
ing states to meet their respective federal troop
quotas reached Governor William O. Bradley
(1895–1899), the Kentucky State Guard was ready.
Capt. Thomas W. Woodyard, commander of
Company G, 2nd Infantry Regiment, Kentucky
State Guard, was actively recruiting members from
Newport and the surrounding counties in prepa
ration for the unit's activation into federal service.

tional Guard unit to serve in Vietnam. The battal

ion fired over 150,000 rounds at enemy targets. On
March 6, 1999, the unit was redesignated Battery A

ords for that year show that Covington had a mili
tia unit named the Covington Light Guard,
Maysville had the Mason County Guards, and
Carroll Co. had the Butler Guards. During World
War I, while the National Guard's mobilized

On May 6, 1898, this company moved by rail to the
south side of Lexington, Camp Collier at the Tat

This artillery battalion is the only Kentucky Na

organizational charts used by the Kentucky Na
tional Guard in World War II date to 1860. Rec

Kentuckians clamored to enlist in the Ken

transferred to Louisville and redesignated.
The Carroll Co. National Guard unit was orga
nized on October 15, 1949, as Company A, 201st
Engineer Battalion. During the Korean War, it
served on active duty from May 1, 1951, until April
30, 1953. The unit was stationed at Fort McCoy,
Wis. On October 1, 1959, it was redesignated as
Battery A, 2nd Battalion, 138th Field Artillery Bat
talion. On May 13, 1968, the battalion was acti
Vietnam from October 1968 until October 1969.

NATIONAL GUARD, WORLD WAR II. The

tucky State Guard units of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and
4th Army Infantry Regiments, plus Troops A and

tablished, and on November 1, 1985, this unit was

vated for combat service in Vietnam. It was in

Frankfort, Ky: State Journal, 1939. Reprint, Utica,
Ky: McDowell, 2003.
Al Alfaro

tersall's horse farm. The horse barns were used as

living quarters because no tents were available. On
May 20, 1898, the regiment was mustered into fed
eral service as Company G, 2nd Kentucky Volun
teer Infantry Regiment (U.S.).
On May 25, 1898, Kentucky's federalized 2nd
Volunteer Regiment made a 250-mile journey by
rail to Camp George H. Thomas, at Chickamauga
Park, Ga., arriving the next day. The regiment,
along with the New York 9th Infantry and the Ar
kansas 1st Infantry, comprised the 1st Brigade, 2nd
Division, 3rd U.S. Army Corps. During its stay at
Camp Thomas, the Kentucky unit engaged in

(Less Detachment 1), 2nd Battalion, 138th Field

sham battles, routine training, and regimental re

Artillery, with the detachment's drill meetings

views. The infantry regiment was issued new weap

held in Walton. The 2nd Battalion, 138th Field Ar

ons and uniforms, and the cavalry troops were is:

tillery, served on federal duty from May 5, 2003,
until May 4, 2004, providing post security at Fort
Campbell.
Mason Co., the oldest county in Northern
Kentucky, has had a military presence since 1788.

sued horses and spurs.
The U.S. 2nd Kentucky Volunteer Regiment
was eventually sent to Anniston, Ala., for addi
tional training. A peace protocol signed in Wash
ington, D.C., on August 12, 1898, ended all hostili

federal units.

Just before entering federal service, on Febru
ary 24, 1940, these units were reorganized. Troop F
123rd Cavalry Regiment was converted into Bat
teryC 103rd Coast Artillery Battalion (anti-aircraft),
and the HQ and the HQ Company, 2nd Squadron,
123rd Cavalry, was converted into HQ and HQ
Company, Battery 106th Coast Artillery Battalion.
Both battalions served in the European theater of
operations during World War II. Their tours of
duty lasted from February 24, 1940, until Decem
ber 3, 1945.

Troop Fofthe 123rd Cavalry Regiment left New
York on April 30, 1942, and arrived in Northern
Ireland on May 15, 1942. The unit was later sent to
North Africa, arriving on December 8, 1942, where
it was attached to the 34th Coast Artillery Brigade
(anti-aircraft). On July 2, 1943, Covington's caval
rymen landed in Sicily and participated in the Sicily
Campaign from July 9 to August 27, 1943. On No
vember 13, 1943, the unit was redesignated as the
103rd Automatic Weapons Battalion. From De
cember 1943 until September 1944, the battalion
was stationed in England. On November 25, 1944,
it was assigned to the 1st U.S. Infantry Division;
then, from October 1944 until April 28, 1945, it be
came part of the 3rd U.S. Infantry Division in Ger
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many. After a short tour of occupational duty in
Czechoslovakia, the battalion arrived in Germany
on May 6, 1945. The unit departed Marseilles,
France, for home on November 20, 1945, aboard

the USS Bardtown Victory. It arrived in New York
on November 30, 1945, and on December 1, 1945,
the 103rd AW Battalion was deactivated.

The second Covington unit, the HQ and HQ
Company, Battery 106th Coast Artillery Battalion,

was activated into federal service on January 6,
1941, at Covington. It trained at Camp Hulen,Tex.,
from January 15, 1941, until March 31, 1942. The

The attack on the prison camp started on the
morning of January 29. This operation consisted of
four separate campaigns over the next five months:
Zigzag Pass (January 29–February 14); Bataan and
the adjacent islands in Manila Bay (February
11–April 7); the Stotsenburg area (March 7–April
30); and the territory east of Manila (April 30–June
30). At the end of these operations on June 30, the
division's statistics were 20,547 Japanese killed and
645 taken prisoner, 37 officers and 527 U.S. per
sonnel dead, and 109 officers and 1,950 U.S. men

battalion was assigned to the 5th Army Corps in

wounded. The Kentucky 138th Field Artillery Reg
iment fired 54,375 rounds of ammunition during

February 1942. It departed New York City and ar
rived in Northern Ireland on May 15, 1942. On

these battles and was a part of the division given
the nickname "The Avengers of Bataan."

November 7, 1942, it landed in North Africa. The

By the end of October 1945, the troops from
Kentucky who had fought in the Philippines, as
well as the liberated prisoners from Kentucky, were
on ships destined for Los Angeles. Once back in
the United States, the soldiers were transported to
Camp Atterbury in Indiana, and within 48 hours
most were separated from the service; some of the
liberated prisoners remained because they needed
additional medical care. The anticipated 12-month
call-up to federal military service had turned into a

unit participated in the Tunisia Campaign from
November 17, 1942, until May 13, 1943. It arrived
in Sicily on July 10, 1943, and was attached to the
2nd Army Division, participating in the Sicily
Campaign between July 9, 1943, and August 17,
1943. The battalion left Sicily on September 16,
1943, and moved to the Italian peninsula to par
ticipate in the Naples-Foggia Campaign. On July
14, 1944, the unit reorganized as an automatic
weapons battalion. On August 15, 1944, the newly
formed battalion landed in southern France. Upon
arrival, the unit was relieved of its North African

theater of operations responsibilities, instead be
coming part of the European theater of operations.
On December 20, 1944, the battalion departed
France for Germany. On November 1, 1945, the
unit shipped home on the USS David Shanks, ar
riving in New York City on December 2, 1945. The
battalion was deactivated on December 3, 1945.

The Maysville National Guard unit, HQ and
HQ Company, 2nd Battalion, 149th Infantry, be
came a federal unit on June 1, 1934. On January 1,
1941, President Franklin D. Roosevelt ordered the
entire National Guard (nationwide) into federal

service for a year of intensive training, later
changed to 18 months because of the military
emergency brought about by the outbreak of World
War II. Accordingly, on January 17, 1941, all Ken
tucky National Guard units were activated. The
149th Infantry Regiment unit was assigned to
Camp Shelby, Miss., and trained with the 38th In
fantry Division (Cyclone). The division consisted
of guardsmen from Kentucky, Indiana, and West
Virginia. On January 20, 1944, the troop ships
carrying the 38th Infantry Division passed
through the Panama Canal and landed at Oahu,
Hawaii. On Thanksgiving Day 1944, the 38th In
fantry Division left New Guinea for Leyte, in the
Philippines. The 149th Infantry landed there De
cember 6, 1944. While the unit was at the airport,
the Japanese dropped paratroopers on the airfield,
and for six days, in a torrential rain, the 149th In
fantry fought their enemies before gaining control
of the airfield. In January 1945 plans for the attack
on Luzon were being formulated; this was where

58-month commitment.

Alfaro, Armando J. The Paper Trail of the Kentucky

National Guard. Utica, Ky. McDowell, 2003.
Craft, Joseph R. "Kentucky National Guard History,
1937–1962,” War Department Records, Frank

fort, Ky.
Al Alfaro
NATIONAL UNDERGROUND RAILROAD

MUSEUM, MAYSVILLE. Because of its prox.
imity to the Ohio River, and because it contained
one of the largest holding pens for recaptured
slaves along the North-South border, Maysville
was a hotbed of pro- and antislavery forces during
the first half of the 19th century. A movement was
begun by many concerned individuals, churches,
and organizations to assist slaves attempting to es
cape to the North. Maysville and nearby Ripley,
Ohio, were among the first communities to sup
port antislavery societies and to set up Under

ground Railroad stations. The Underground
Railroad consisted of a vast network of people who
worked together to provide assistance to the fugi
tives. The operation was risky, and many whites
and free persons of color were jailed or fined, or
both, for aiding or encouraging the flight of slaves.
Secret codes and special railway jargon often were
used to protect the participants and to conceal
their operations. "Conductors" took fugitives to
safe houses, situated about 20 miles apart, where

they could get food, clothing, and rest for a short
time before moving on to the next station.
Two stations set up in Maysville were Phillip's
Folly, at 227 Sutton St., and the Bierbower House,
at 38 W. Fourth St. Carriage-makers Frederick and

the infamous Bataan Death March had occurred

Jonathan Bierbower owned the Bierbower House
and were known to hide slaves in their home,

in 1942. The 149th Infantry found itself able to lib
erate the 38th Tank Company, from Harrodsburg,
Ky. (some of which had been members of Coving
ton's Company D), from the Japanese prison camp.

which soon became an important stop on the Un
derground Railroad. The Bierbower House is now
the home of the National Underground Railroad
Museum of Mayville. The building has been re
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stored to closely resemble the way it may have
looked when slaves were hidden there. Many pho
tos, slave artifacts, and memorabilia are on display
at the museum.

Crawford, Byron. “Maysville's Own Underground
Railroad Museum Tells Story of Slavery," KE, Sep
tember 14, 1998, B1.

PBS, "The Underground Railroad." www.pbs.org (ac
cessed January 23, 2007).
Welcome to . . . Maysville, Kentucky. “The National
Underground Railroad Museum." www.cityof
maysville.com (accessed January 23, 2007).
NATIVE
Indians.

AMERICANS.

See

American

NATIVITY, CHURCH OF THE (EPISCO

PAL), MAYSVILLE. The Right Reverend Wil.
liam Meade, the Episcopal bishop of Virginia, con
sidered establishing an Episcopal church in the
Maysville area when he visited in 1831. In 1838,
when Bishop B. B. Smith, the first ordained bishop
of Kentucky, assigned Deacon N. Newlin Cowgill
to begin a church in Maysville, progress began in
earnest. The original group of Christians attend
ing Episcopal church services met in the council
chamber of the Maysville Market House. Deacon
Cowgill was successful in raising $1,500 in pledges
for a building, but when he was transferred, the
building plans were put on hold.
From 1839 to 1847, the congregation met in a
private room. By February 1850 services were be
ing held in an unfinished building that later be
came the church. In 1854 the completed church
building was consecrated as part of the Diocese of
Lexington. That same year, the church purchased
a Louisville-made pipe organ, the first one in
Maysville. In the 1860s Father Frank M. Gregg,
attempting to forestall a church division, advised
his congregation never to discuss Civil War issues
on church property; throughout the nation many
congregations were dividing over war issues.
About a century later, the church in 1955 gained
possession of the Old Opera House bell that was
originally used in 1873 to summon firemen in
Maysville for an emergency. The bell was dedicated
and blessed by the Right Reverend William R.
Moody. In 1961, the church made plans for an alco
hol rehabilitation center to address the problems of
men in the community who were addicted to alco
hol. The rehabilitation center, founded by Dr. Rob
ert Blake and others, became St. Luke's Hostel. It was

able to help about 110 patients in only two years,
closing in July 1965 because of a lack of funding.
Barr, Frances Keller. Ripe to the Harvest: History of
the Episcopal Diocese of Lexington, 1895–1995.
Lexington, Ky: Diocese of Lexington, 1995.
Moore, T. Ross. Church of the Nativity: A Historical
Sketch. Maysville, Ky., Privately published, 1977.
“Old Opera House Bell Becomes Church Bell Here,"
Daily Independent, February 8, 1955.
Swinford, Francis Keller, and Rebecca Smith Lee.

Great Elm Tree: Heritage of the Episcopal Dio
cese of Lexington. Lexington, Ky., Faith House
Press, h969.

Alex Hyrcza
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NATLEE

NATLEE. Natlee is an Owen Co. community in
the southern part of the county near the Scott Co.
border. It was named after Nat Lee, who helped
build the covered bridge that was once located
nearby. Natlee, at the intersection of Ky. Rt. 2018

was built entirely by the labor of church members
and officially dedicated in April 1972.

homes and barns in this area were destroyed by a

The East Side Church of the Nazarene, now at

ripped apart the general store in 1927. As in most
small towns, there were blacksmith shops and pro
duce storehouses before the modern buildings in
town were constructed. Many of these sturdier
brick buildings were ruined too, however, in the

2505 Eastern Ave. in Covington, was founded in
1940 by Rev. John Knapp, the brother of Rev. Mar

and the New Columbus Rd., is about two miles

tin Wells Knapp, founder of God's Bible College in

west of New Columbus. According to the best in

Cincinnati. Originally located at Bird and Garrard
Sts., the congregation moved to its present site in

formation available, there has not been a school at

Natlee. The Pleasant View Baptist Church is close
by, and the 1883 Lake atlas suggests that there was
a winery and distillery at Natlee, along with a toll
house on the way to New Columbus. Natlee is the
birthplace of one of Owen Co.'s most famous mili
tary sons, Vice Adm. Willis Augustus Lee Jr.
An Atlas of Owen County, Kentucky. Philadelphia:
Lake, 1883.

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville:Standard, 1976.

1965.

In Northern Kentucky there are a number of
Nazarene congregations that belong to the Eastern
District of Kentucky, including Augusta, Central
Church (Fort Wright), Covington First (Park
Hills), Crittenden (Dry Ridge), Dayton, East Side
(Covington), Elijah (Hebron), Erlanger First, Flor
ence Community, Immanuel (Highland Heights),
Maysville, and Newport First.

NAZARENES. Probably the oldest Nazarene
congregation in Northern Kentucky is the New
port First Church of the Nazarene, founded in
1904 as the Apostolic Holiness Church at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Blott of Newport. The con
gregation later acquired the old German United
Brethren Church building at 210 W. 7th St. In 1909
it joined the nascent national Church of the Naza
rene and by 1910 purchased a lot at 317 W. 6th St. in
Newport, building a church and worshipping there
until moving back to the W. 7th St. location in

Founded in 1935, the Covington First Church
of the Nazarene began renting the old Scott Street
Methodist Church at 530 Scott St. (now the parking
lot of the Kenton Co. Public Library) in Coving
ton in 1939 and purchased it in 1944. In 1967 the
congregation dedicated a new 300-seat church
along the Dixie Highway in Park Hills, and fur
ther additions were completed in 1985 and 1991.

where. There was a school at Neave, but it was

closed in 1940 when the county school system was
consolidated.

Bracken County. Bicentennial ed. Brooksville, Ky:

tions worldwide. A descendant of the Holiness

Annex was constructed in 1965.

remains of the once-thriving town of Neave except
for a few hardy citizens who farm the nearby fields
or commute to work in larger communities else

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Christian denomination founded in the early 20th
century in the United States and headquartered in
Kansas City, Mo., has more than 14,000 congrega

shipped in a rented hall at 7th and York Sts., and in
1922 they purchased a lot at the southeast corner of
W. 7th and Putnam Sts., where they built a frame
structure. In 1928 the congregation replaced the
frame building with a new brick church, designed
and built by church member J. M. Wilson and con
taining a large auditorium surrounded by 11 class
rooms. By 1930 the church had grown to 300
members. The present church at 830 York St. was
dedicated on May 28, 1950, and the Educational

tornadoes that struck the town during the 1940s
and by another that struck in 1968, killing two
people and destroying dozens of buildings. Little

The Church of the Nazarene, an international

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1984.

1913. From 1919 until 1922, the members wor

tornado on March 12, 1923; another tornado

Movement that arose among some U.S. Method
ists in the mid-19th century, the Church of the

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.
Caroline R. Miller

NEEDMORE (BRACKEN CO.). The Bracken

the Crucifixion of Jesus. Justification and regener

Co. Needmore, Ky., is located at the intersection of
Dutch Ridge and the Augusta-Minerva Rds., just
southeast of Augusta. Originally, a tollhouse was
located at Needmore. Over the years, several large
Victorian-style homes were constructed near the
Frolicher windmill, which supplied well water to

ation, in turn, precede “entire sanctification,”

the area. This water was at times sold in bottles at

which frees believers from original sin through the

the house currently owned by the George Kelsch

baptism of the Holy Spirit as they strive to grow in
"holiness" throughout the remainder of their lives.

heirs. The winery, at the west end of Needmore, is a
massive and impressive structure (see Vinicul

"Building Anniversary," KP, June 22, 1951, 3.

40 feet wide, and 37 feet high. The entrances have
keystone arches and timbers that are 12 inches by
12 inches. This enormous structure is being re
stored to recapture its former beauty and reestab
lish its nationally ranked wine production. Perhaps

Nazarene stresses "entire sanctification." To Naza

renes, the process of repentance and acceptance of
Jesus Christ by persons of responsible age precedes
justification and regeneration, made possible by

ture). The vaulted limestone cellar is 100 feet long,
“Church of the Week,” KP, October 16, 2003, 5K.

Covington First Church of the Nazarene, www
covingtonfirstnazarene.com/ (accessed December
3, 2006).

“Erlanger Church Work to Begin," KP, July 17, 1958,24.
“First Service: New Church in Newport Will Be
Opened Sunday," KP, January 23, 1928, 1.
Little, Rev. Arthur O. Interview by Paul A. Tenkotte,

December 4, 2006, Fort Wright, Ky.
100 Years. This Is Our Story: First Church of the
Nazarene, Newport, Kentucky. Newport, Ky: First
Church of the Nazarene, 2004.

"Plan New Church in Ft. Wright," KP, May 20, 1966,

the best account of Needmore can be found in the

book The Natural Man, by Bracken Co. native Ed
McClanahan. McClanahan was born in Brooks
ville and is the author of several books.

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County. Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky:
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.

2K.

Caroline R. Miller

“Reverend, Church Both Have Big Days Sunday," KP,
June 19, 1999,7K.

The Central Church of the Nazarene in Fort

Tenkotte, Paul A. A Heritage of Art and Faith:
Downtown Covington Churches. Covington, Ky.
Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1986.
“To Break Ground Sunday for New Ludlow Church,”

Wright began as the First Church of the Nazarene
Ludlow in 1939. In May 1941 the congregation
broke ground at the southeast corner of Oak and

"Wesleyan Interpretations of Gospel Taught by Naza
rene Church: Congregation Is Housed in New Tab
ernacle,” KP, April 8, 1930, 1–2.

KP. May 3, 1941, 1.

NEEDMORE (OWEN CO.). The Owen Co. vii
lage of Needmore is one of at least five places in the
commonwealth of Kentucky sharing that name
over the years. It is on the eastern edge of the

county, along the Grant Co. boundary, where Ky.

Davies Sts. in Ludlow for a new church; that
Paul A. Tenkotte

Rt. 22 and Fortune Ridge Rd. meet. Needmore is

just east of the village of Sweet Owen. According to
the best information available, there has not been a

school at Needmore. The Mount Hebron Baptist

building is now the headquarters of the Duro
Bag Manufacturing Company. In 1966, after
many of the congregation's members had moved

NEAVE. Located in southwestern Bracken Co.

from Ludlow to other suburban communities in

along Ky. Rt. 22, Neave was once known as Hol

Northern Kentucky, the church's pastor, Rev.
Arthur O. Little, began construction of a new
26,000-square-foot facility on a four-acre tract of
land on Pieck Ln. in Fort Wright, alongside I-75.
Little drew the blueprints for the church, which

ton's Corner, a tribute to Abner Holton, who had

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen

the first general store there during the mid-1800s.
The Holtons operated a store at Neave for several
decades, and perhaps they were the first to refer to
the settlement as a “string town." Many of the

County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville:Standard, 1976.

Church is located here.

An Atlas of Owen County, Kentucky. Philadelphia:
Lake, 1883.

NELSON, GEORGE EATON (b. January 31,
1899, Covington, Ky.; d. July 8, 1985, Covington,

NELSON, THOMAS HENRY

Ky.) George Nelson, an army colonel and a long
term member of the Kentucky National Guard,
was the son of Nathan Ulysses Nelson of Paducah,
a traveling candy salesman, and Mammie Eaton
Nelson. He attended the Ohio Military Institute in
Cincinnati from 1910 to 1914 and the Staunton

(Va.) Military Academy in 1914 and graduated
from the old Covington High School in 1916. He
entered World War I in 1917, not long after his
18th birthday. He embarked for England in 1918,
near the end of the war, and was discharged in
January 1919. Nelson married Grace Galvin, the
daughter of Maurice L. Galvin, a prominent Re
publican driving force who was also Kentucky.com
monwealth attorney from 1903 to 1905, and the
Nelsons had two children, a daughter, Grace Galvin
Nelson Auge, and a son, Maurice Galvin Nelson.
Between the wars, from 1924 to 1940, Nelson

served in the Kentucky National Guard. During
that period he organized Horse Cavalry Troop F,
which manned barracks and stables in Sanford

1945, retiring from the army as a colonel on Janu
ary 21, 1945.
The Nelson home was at 411 Wallace Ave.,

al's Office of the 100th Division; he held the same

office with the 22nd Corps at Camp Campbell, Ky.
Nelson sailed for England in November 1944. On
the transatlantic ship passage, he caught pneumo
nia. He returned to the United States in January

"Will Probated," KP, January 13, 1927, 1.

in Cincinnati, between 1945 and 1964. He worked

Haute, Ind.). Ambassador Thomas H. Nelson was

in public relations and sales for the H. C. Nutting
Company from 1965 until his retirement in 1976.
In 1983 Nelson was nameda Kentucky Colonel, an

the second child of Dr. Thomas Washington and
Frances Doniphan Nelson. He was educated at
Maysville Academy and became a lawyer. Nel
son married Elizabeth Key, daughter of Marshall
Key and Harriet Sellman Key, on December 11,
1843, and the couple relocated to Rockville, Ind.,
in early 1844. He made a significant impact on the
western Indiana legal community. Already a dy.
namic public speaker though only 25 years old,
Nelson was drafted to represent the Whig Party
in the 1846 congressional election; however, he

Ambassador of Goodwill, and an Admiral of Ken

tucky Watersby Kentucky governor John Y. Brown
Jr. (1979–1983). In 1985 Nelson died at St. Eliza

beth Hospital North in Covington and was buried
in St. Mary Cemetery at Fort Mitchell, next to his
wife of 65 years.
"George Nelson, Family Patriarch." KP, July 9, 1985,

NELSON, THOMAS HENRY (b. October 20,

1820, Mason Co., Ky; d. March 14, 1896, Terre

withdrew as a candidate in favor of former Indiana

manuscript in the possession of Roger Auge II.
. "My Service in the U.S. Army, World War II,
January 6, 1941, to November 21, 1945," type

written manuscript in the possession of Roger
Auge II.
Roger Auge II

NELSON, ROBERT W. (b. April 3, 1845, Alex.
andria, Ky; d. January 9, 1927, Newport, Ky.) Rob
ert William Nelson, a mayor and a state legislator,
was the son of John H. Nelson. Robert Nelson was
educated in local schools and then studied law un

congressman Richard W. Thompson. In 1847 Nel
son relocated his law practice to Terre Haute, the
major city in western Indiana. A chance meeting
there with Illinois congressman Abraham Lincoln
in 1849 altered his life. Though he later lost the
1860 congressional election to Democrat Daniel
W. Voorheesin a campaign marred by the death of
two of Nelson's children, Nelson was lauded for

mapping out a successful strategy at the Indiana
Republican convention.
Soon after the election, Lincoln, the newly
elected Republican U.S. president (1861–1865),
asked Nelson to serve as the nation's ambassador

der John G. Carlisle in Covington. He began his
law practice in Alexandria but in 1869 moved it to
Newport. At various times, he served as mayor of
Newport, Campbell Co. attorney, state representa
tive, and state senator. He played a major role in
securing funds to construct the Central Bridge
from Newport to Cincinnati, the streetcarline (see
Streetcars) from Newport to Fort Thomas, and
the Latonia Racecourse. During the Pearl
Bryan murder trial in 1896, he was one of the

While serving in Chile, Ambassador Nelson was
declared a Chilean national idol for fearlessly sav
ing the lives of trapped postulates during a cata
strophicſire, which consumed the Catholicchurch

prosecuting attorneys and presented the closing

of the Compania in Santiago on December 8, 1863,

arguments, in which he sought the death penalty

Despite Nelson's heroism, more than 2,300 people,
mostly young women, perished. Nelson also drew
praise later for his adroit diplomacy during Spain's

ing. Nelson was also instrumental in organizing
the German National Bank in Newport, later

to Chile. Nelson was residing in Santiago when he
learned that his brother, Gen. William “Bull”

Nelson, had been killed in an argument on Sep
tember 19, 1862, at Louisville, by fellow Uniongen
eral Jefferson Columbus Davis, a native of Indiana.

bid between 1863 and 1865 to reclaim its Latin

known as the American National Bank. His home

American empire. He resigned from his duties in

in Newport was on the corner of Park Ave, and

Chile and, on March 12, 1866, returned with his

Nelson Pl, where the St. John United Church of

family to Terre Haute.
Nelson later toured the country, givinglectures
and advising presidents Andrew Johnson (1865–
1869) and Ulysses S. Grant (1869–1877) on Latin
American affairs. During this period Nelson
maintained residences in both New York City and
Washington, D.C. President Grant, concerned
about Mexican president Benito Juarez's unstable
government, in 1869 persuaded Nelson to become

Christ now stands. Nelson Pl. was named in his
honor. He was married twice; his first wife, Maria

Sallee, died October 30, 1878, after just 15 months
of marriage and shortly after giving birth to a
daughter. His second wife, Mary Winston Berry
Nelson (married 1893), was a niece of Albert

Institute, ca. 1911–1912.

1996, 4K.

"Robert W. Nelson Dies," KP, January 10, 1927, 1.

Nelson, George E. "Autobiography," typewritten

for the defendants, Scott Jackson and Alonzo Wall

George Nelson as acadet at Ohio Military

"Elected County Judge, CI, August 12, 1854, 2.
Kerr, Charles. History of Kentucky Vol. 4. Chicago:
American Historical Society, 1922.
Reis, Jim, "Robert William Nelson," KP, January 29,

Covington, from 1928 to 1994. George and Grace
Nelson belonged to the Queen City Club, the Cin
cinnati Country Club, and the Fort Mitchell
Country Club, where Nelson served as president
in 1966–1967. Nelson managed the Kosmos
Portland Cement Company's regional office, based

3D.

town and also, between the wars, provided a social
fabric for Northern Kentucky and Greater Cincin
nati. Judges, bookies, company owners, doctors,
lawyers, and grocery store owners made up the
troop. It even sponsored a polo team. For a short
time, when martial law was declared during the
Ohio River flood of 1937, Nelson served as police
chief in Covington and Troop F provided security.
Next to swimming in the Licking and Ohio rivers
as a boy, commanding Troop F on horseback was
Nelson's greatest joy outside his family, he wrotein
his autobiography.
Activated for regular duty by the U.S. Army in
May 1941, as World War II was brewing, Nelson
entered the army a second time. He became a lieu
tenant colonel and served in the Adjutant Gener
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Seaton Berry and a granddaughter of James
Berry, founder of Jamestown, Ky. (now Dayton).
She was also a great-granddaughter of Washing
ton Berry and Alice Taylor Berry, sister of James
Taylor Jr., founder of Newport. Nelson died at age
81 and was buried in Evergreen Cemetery in
Southgate. His wife and two daughters, Judith Nel
son and Mary Nelson Jordan, survived him.

the U.S. ambassador to Mexico. When Elizabeth
Nelson died on March 22, 1872, in Maitrata, Mex

ico, the grieving Thomas Nelson tendered his res
ignation. However, because President Grant was
unable to find a suitable replacement, he did not
honor Nelson's request until 1873. Nelson died in
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NELSON, WILLIAM “BULL; MAJOR GENERAL

1896 and was buried at Terre Haute's Woodlawn

Cemetery.

Bradsby, H. C. History of Vigo County, Indiana, Il
lustrated. Chicago; S. B. Nelson, 1891.
Davis, William Columbus. The Last Conquistado
res: The Spanish Intervention in Peru and Chile,
1863–1866. Athens: Univ. of Georgia Press, 1950.
Mike McCormick

NELSON,

WILLIAM

“BULL"

MAJOR

GENERAL (b. September 27, 1824, Mason Co.,
Ky; d. September 29, 1862, Louisville, Ky). The pe
culiar death and controversial bearing of this
Civil War general have caused him to be greatly
misunderstood rather than praised for his selfless
actions that helped keep Kentucky loyal to the
Union. Characterized as an ox of a man, William

Nelson stood six feet four, weighed some 300
pounds, and had flashing black eyes that accented
his excitable temperament. He was the son of Dr.
Thomas W. Nelson and Frances Doniphan. His ma
ternal grandfather, Dr. Anderson Doniphan, influ
enced Nelson toward his dreaded anger, whereas
his paternal grandfather, "Captain” Thomas Nel
son (ca. 1770–1841), provided him with invaluable
social and political connections. William Nelson
attended the Maysville Academy and graduated
from Norwich Academy (university) in Vermont.
In 1840 he was appointed a midshipman in the
U.S. Navy. The impressionable 15-year-old Nelson
set off and, for the next five years, sailed the South
Seas and experienced the hard ways of Navy life.
In fall 1845 Nelson reported to the newly estab
lished Naval School (academy) at Annapolis, Md.
He graduated as a midshipman in July 1846 and was
posted to serve in the Mexican War. He saw duty at
Naval Battery No. 5 in the siege of Vera Cruz, Mex
ico, and with the 2nd Artillery Division in a military
action known as the Tabasco Expedition. At the
conclusion of the war, Nelson was given a sword for
his heroism and proficiency as an artillerist.
By February 1848 Nelson had become acting
master on the Scourge. He was serving in that
same capacity when the famed Hungarian revolu
tionary Louis Kossuth boarded the Mississippi at
Smyrna, Turkey, on September 1, 1851. The follow
ing December Nelson became an escort for Kos
suth's famous tour of the United States. Nelson

joined U.S. commodore Matthew C. Perry's sec
ond voyage to Japan in 1854, becoming a sailing
master on September 19, 1854, and a lieutenant on
April 18, 1855. He then commanded the store ship
Fredonia at Valparaíso, Chile, an assignment of
civil charity that endeared him to the people of
that country. In September 1858 he joined the
steam frigate Niagara and helped return captured
slaves to Monrovia, Liberia. When Nelson became

an ordnance officer at the Washington Navy Yard
in 1860, Kentucky's allegiance to the Union ap
peared suspect. In April 1861 he went to Louisville
and reported on how the political currents seemed
to be running, and his report led to a meeting with

“Lincoln Guns" to be put in the hands of loyal Ken
tuckians. Soon afterward, the U.S. War Depart
ment detached Nelson from the Navy to organize a
military campaign into East Tennessee. He re
cruited Union soldiers throughout July, and on
August 6, 1861, those volunteers marched into
Camp Dick Robinson in Garrard Co., Ky., under

there was a school at New, but the 1883 Lake atlas

depicts the town as lying within the old Monterey
Precinct and shows a tollhouse on the edge of
town. At that time there were two churches nearby,
the Sandridge Church and the Elk Lick Church.

his orders.

Nelson became a brigadier general of volun
teers on September 16, 1861, and in the months

An Atlas of Owen County, Kentucky. Philadelphia:

that followed, he drove the Confederates from the

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,

Big Sandy Valley of Eastern Kentucky. He then
joined the Army of the Ohio and received com
mand of its 4th Division. Nelson became the first

to enter the Confederate stronghold of Nashville,
and his extraordinary performance at the battle of
Shiloh in Tennessee led to a promotion to major
general. The 4th Division led the way into Corinth,
Miss., and Nelson soon had the key command for
the ill-fated Chattanooga, Tenn., Campaign. The
Confederates Heartland Offensive into Kentucky
brought Nelson to Louisville on August 22, 1862.
He took command of the newly organized Army of
Kentucky at Lexington, and seven days later his

Lake, 1883.

1976.

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1984.

NEW BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH. New

Bethel Baptist Church was founded in March 1840
by 25 people who had separated from the Salem
Baptist Church to establish a new church in the Ve
rona area of Boone Co. On June 22, 1840, the

founding members, along with delegates from the
Ten Mile, Mount Zion, Poplar Grove, and New Sa
lem churches, named the church the Regular Bap
tist Church of Christ at New Bethel. The founders

field commander committed raw Union recruits

against a seasoned Confederate army. Nelson
raced to the field, receiving a serious thigh wound
when he desperately tried to rally the panicked
troops. He managed to elude capture but could not
escape the severe criticism connected to this hor
rendous defeat.

By September 18, 1862, Nelson had recuperated
enough to command the forces at Louisville. Days
later he gave Brig. Gen. Jefferson Columbus Davis
(1828–1879) responsibility for organizing the Home
Guard troops. Davis considered the assignment de
meaning, and when his view became apparent to
Nelson, the fiery Nelson became incensed. On Sep
tember 29, 1862, Nelson publicly shamed Davis in
the main lobby of the Galt House in Louisville. In
response, Davis obtained a pistol from a lawyer
friend and shot Nelson in the heart. Davis was re

turned to duty and never received any punishment
for this perceived "affair of honor." Out of respect
for the victim, however, authorities named the

newly formed Camp Nelson in Jessamine Co., Ky.,
in the slain commander's honor on June 12, 1863.

Nelson wasburied in the family plot at the Maysville
Cemetery. The Camp Nelson National Cemetery,
established below Nicholasville in 1868, represents
a lasting memorial to the praiseworthy service of
Kentucky's "quarterdeck general."
Ellis, Anderson Nelson. “Sketch of William Nelson.” In

wrote the Church Covenant, adopted articles of
faith, and copied their Rules of Decorum from the
Salem Church's book. In July 1840 the church
called David Lillard as pastor, and he held services
on the third Saturday of each month.
Initially the congregation met at members'
homes. When the church quickly outgrew the
homes, meetings were held in ZadockStephenson's
barn. On August 2, 1845, Zadock and Delphia Ste
phenson donated one acre of land to the trustees of
New Bethel for construction of the first church

building. Today, that building site is on the grounds
of New Bethel Cemetery. In March 1880, with only
70 cents in its treasury, the church voted to con
struct a new building on the donated land. During
construction, services were held at the Verona

Methodist Church. The new building was com
pleted for $2,036, with members hauling supplies
by horse and wagon and donating many hours of
labor. After all of the bills were paid, the balance in
the church treasury was $2.95.
In July 1926 the trustees purchased the old Ve
rona Methodist Church building in downtown Ve
rona for $1,000. In 1950 the New Bethel congrega
tion voted again to construct a new building, which
is still being used by the church. Subsequent addi
tions include a nursery and youth building added in
the 1960s, a steeple and chimes added in the 1970s,
and a new sanctuary and fellowship hall added in

The Biographical Cyclopedia and Portrait Gal

1980. New Bethel has about 300 members.

lery with an Historical Sketch of the State of Ohio.
6 vols. Cincinnati: Western Biographical, 1894.

Deed Book 66, p. 15, Boone Co. Courthouse, Burling

Fry, James B., Killed by a Brother Soldier. New York:
G. P. Putnam's, 1885.

ton, Ky.

History of New Bethel Baptist Church. Homecom

Stevenson, Daniel. "General Nelson, Kentucky, and

Lincoln Guns." Magazine of American History
10 (August 1883).
Donald A. Clark

President Abraham Lincoln (1861–1865), at which

Nelson received permission to distribute federal
arms within Kentucky. On May 7 he met with
Union leaders at Frankfort and arranged for 5,000

and there was once a post office in town, established
in 1895 by William J. New. There is no evidence that

NEW. The Owen Co. community of New is seven
miles south of Owenton, along Highway 607 west of
Ky. Rt. 227. Sandridge Creek flows through the area,

ing program, 1971.

Minutes of the New Bethel Baptist Church. Book 2,
1859–1889. New Bethel Baptist Church, Verona, Ky.
Phillips, Bob. History of New Bethel Baptist Church.
Dedication program, 1980.
Roy McCubbin Diary. Used with permission of his
daughter, Faye Morrisey, Verona, Ky.
Karen L. Leek

NEW HORIZONS MEDICAL CENTER

NEW COLUMBUS. New Columbus is about

three miles west of the point where the Kentucky
counties of Grant, Scott, Harrison, and Owen meet

in southeastern Owen Co., along Ky. Rt. 607, some
10 and a half miles southeast of Owenton.

The first settler at New Columbus is thought to
have been John Guill from Carolina Co., Va., who

had fought for three years during the Revolution
ary War under the command of Colonel Hol
comb. Guill arrived in the area in 1780. He built a

home on a small stream that emptied into Big Ea
gle Creek in the area that came to be known as
Guill's Branch. Soon Ben Franklin Parr from Scot

build an "inbutment” for a water grist mill on the
east side of Big Eagle Creek, apparently on land
that was owned by heirs of Allen Withers.
In 1868 John and Julia Clark Collins from Crit

tenden, Ky., bought 100 acres on the west side of
Big Eagle Creek and built a mill store and dwelling
on the property, changing the mill's name to New
Eagle Mills. A post office operated there (1870–
1905), and according to the 1876 Kentucky Gazet
teer, New Eagle Mills was “five miles from Elliston
Station" and had a blacksmith, a general store, a
miller, and a wool carder. In 1890 the Thomas Pet

Columbus area. Many descendants from these
founding families still reside in the vicinity.

tit family bought the mill property. They operated
a wool-carding mill (Pettit's Mill) at the end of the
Eagle Mill Ford Rd, until the 1920s. Nearby were
the Pettit School (1856–1937) and the Wesley Cha
pel Methodist Church (1855–1945). One of the
most scenic views in Grant Co. is from the vantage
of Mount Pisgah United Methodist Church. From

About two miles southeast of New Columbus,

there one can look down on the beautiful bottom

as the crow flies, is Eagle Creek, where several grist
mills were once located, including mills operated
by the Mallory, Lee, Hammon, and Lusby families.
Lee's Mill was the name given to the area's first post

lands of Eagle Creek and the creek's horseshoe

land, a Mr. Hughes and his wife from Culpepper
Co., Va., and Billy Radcliffe joined families named
Jones, Lee, Marshall, Prather, True, and Works,
who, with some other families, settled in the New

bend where water flows toward the old site of New

Eagle Mills.
Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil

office, established in 1840; however, in 1854 the

liamstown, Ky. The Grant Co. Historical Society,
name was changed and the post office moved to
New Columbus. The post office was discontinued
in 1864, reestablished in 1868, and permanently
discontinued in 1908. Thereafter mail was deliv

1992.

Hutzelman, Tom. 1858 Atlas of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky. Grant Co. News, 1998.
Pendleton Co. Court Order Book, Falmouth, Ky.

ered from Corinth, in Grant Co.
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Ky). Judson Lincoln Newhall, who became a con
gressman, and his parents moved from Quebec,
Canada, to Covington in 1874. Judson was edu
cated in local public schools and later graduated
from Covington's Martin Academy and, in 1898,
from the Indiana University Law School at Bloom
ington, Ind. In 1905 he became music director of
the Covington Public Schools (see Covington In
dependent Schools). Newhall married Nellie J.
Kinsley on September 1, 1891, in Covington, and
they had three children, Elwood, Lucy, and Gail.
During World War I, Newhall ran a YMCA can
teen in St. Nazaire, France, for the entertainment

of American servicemen. Upon the war's end, he
returned to his former position as music director
of the Covington Schools. He took several aca
demic courses at the University of Cincinnati from
1926 to 1928. Newhallentered politics in 1928 and
was elected as a Republican to the U.S. House of
Representatives(1929–1931). At the end of his two
year term, he ran for reelection but was defeated by
Fort Thomas Democrat Brent Spence. Although
Newhall ran for Congress several additional times,
he was never again elected to public office. Later in
life, he owned and operated a Standard Oil gaso
line station in Erlanger. Newhall was a member of
the First Baptist Church of Covington for more
than 70 years; he served there as choir director. He
died at age 82 at his home at 1152 Old State Rd.,
Park Hills. He was buried in Forest Lawn Ceme

Over the years, New Columbus grew large
enough to support, at one time, two general stores,
several doctors, a drugstore, a millinery shop, some
blacksmiths, an undertaker, and two churches. The

Methodist church had its beginning in prayer
meetings that were taking place during the early
1800s. After the church moved from one building
to another several times, its final site, in 1888, was

across the road from the Baptist church.
The community's cemetery was chartered and
opened in 1882. Records of the sales of lots and of
burials there were destroyed by fire in 1920; how
ever, during the early 1990s a survey team walked
through the cemetery and recorded information
from all identifiable monuments.

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky: Standard,
1976.

“New Columbus,” vertical files, Owen Co. Public Li

brary, Owenton, Ky.
Doris Riley
NEW EAGLE MILLS/WITHER'S MILLS.

The community once known as New Eagle Mills
or Wither's Mill (1810–1920s) was centered on the
mill at the mouth of Clark's Creek, where it flows

into the Big Eagle Creek, in the west central por
tion of what is now Grant Co., Ky. The community
at and around the mill was of such importance that
its road, Wither's Mill Rd., was mentioned in Pend
leton or Grant Co. court orders for decades, as

neighbors were assigned the duty of maintaining
its roadbed. The Wither's Mill Rd. stretched all the

NEWENGLANDDISTILLERY.TheCovington
based New England Distillery became one of the
largest distillers in Northern Kentucky. It was
originally located at 61 Pike St. and later moved to
a building that partially remains at 115 Pike St.,
across the alley (which was once a rail siding) from
the parking lot where the Louisville and Nash
ville Railroad had its freight depot. The New En
gland Distillery operated from 1885 until the
1960s. It survived during Prohibition by making
specially exempted distilled alcohol products for
medicinal purposes. In 1926 the officers of the cor
poration were Herbert Hoffheimer, president; Les
ter E. Jacobi, vice president; and Maysville resident
Henry E. Pogue, secretary and treasurer. In 1935
the enterprise was sold to a giant distilled-spirits
conglomerate, the Shenley Distillery Corporation.
The Covington division then became one of the
world's largest producers of industrial rum for the
baking industry, for confectionery additives, and
for use in tobacco products. The smell of its pro
duction output permeated the surrounding parts
of Covington's downtown. The warehouse remains
as a large concrete structure with few windows,
along the north side of W. Eighth St., just east of the
railroad overpass, and is now used for other types
of storage.

tery in Erlanger. His wife, Nellie, and their three
children survived him.

Biographical Directory of the United States Congress.
“Newhall, Judson Lincoln (1870–1952)." http://
bioguide.congress.gov (accessed December 31,
2005).

“Daughter Born,"KP June 2, 1892,4,
“Honor Newhall," KP, February 8, 1930, 1.
Reis, Jim. "Bracken Native Overcame Long Odds,"
KP, November 23, 1998, 4K.

NEW HORIZONS MEDICAL CENTER.

There has been a hospital in Owen Co. at Owenton
since July 1951. Designed by Louisville architects
Thomas J. Nolan and Sons, the original 21-bed
Owen Co. War Memorial Hospital was housed in a
45-by-145-foot building. It has been expanded a
few times over the years and has had several own
ers and operators. The New Horizons Medical
Center is the present name of the hospital. A 24
bed, 24-hour-a-day, 7-day-per-week operation, it is
located on the north side of town along U.S. 127. It
is in the center of a triangle of hospitals at Carroll
ton, Frankfort, and Williamstown, and its mere

existence has been life-saving for trauma cases in
which a patient needs attention within that critical
first hour after injury.
Dr. O. A. Cull arrived in Owenton in 1951 and

Covington City Directories, 1927–1937, Kenton Co.

Public Library, Covington, Ky.
Geaslen, Chester. “There Ran a Distillery or Two in
Covington," KE, December 15, 1966,2.
Reis, Jim. “Distilleries a Vital Part of Northern Ken
tucy's Past," KP, January 6, 1996,4K.

way to Williamstown, along Clark's Creek. The
mill site was first mentioned in March 1810, when

NEWHALL, JUDSON L. (b. March 26, 1870,

John Weathers or Withers asked for permission to

Louise, Quebec, Canada; d. July 23, 1952, Park Hills,

was still practicing at the hospital in 2005. For 15
years, beginning in 1956, Herbert Lee “Hub”
Smith was the hospital facility's administrator. The
hospitalis fully certified and operates with a staff of
seven doctors. Most medical problems can be
treated there, and trauma cases needing more spe
cialized care can be airlifted via helicopter to major
medical centers in Northern Kentucky, Lexington,
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NEW LIBERTY

or Louisville. Over time, this medical center has

were destroyed by fire; another fire in 1904 destroyed

suffered the same fate as most small rural hospitals

much of the rebuilt section of the town.

in the United States: its inherent diseconomies of

scale make the facility's per-unit costs higher than
those in larger facilities. In the world of modern
private insurance and governmental reimburse
ment caps, some treatment procedures simply are
not adequately reimbursed, resulting in red ink for
the hospital. However, for the patient passing
through its emergency room door, the New Hori
zons Medical Center still provides critical service.
New Horizons Medical Center, www.newhorizons
medicalcenter.com.
Bernie Poe

NEW LIBERTY. Although the exact date of the
first house built in New Liberty, Owen Co., Ky., is
unknown, the town was large and thriving in 1800,

The first church, established in 1801, was the

Baptist Church of the Twins, called that because of
its location between two creek branches known as

Little Twin and Big Twin. By 1965 it was known as
the New Liberty Baptist Church. During the early
1830s, there was a large Christian Church (Camp
bellites) revival movement in Kentucky, and some
members of the Baptist church joined together to
become part of the Christian Church denomina

tion. The resulting New Liberty Christian Church
is believed to have begun in 1833. There are no rec
ords about the first church building, except for the
knowledge that bricks from it were used to con
struct the Second Baptist Church between 1919
and 1921.

19 years before the county was created. Located

prosperity. It never totally recovered from its two
devastating fires. A bank, a general store, a fire
house, a post office, and three churches remain in

from Ghent. After the Louisville and Nashville

church was originally known as the Baptist Church
of the Twins, for the two branches of the Kentucky
River, Big Twin and Little Twin creeks, that flow
through New Liberty, Ky. The church dates back to

the town.

Houchens, Marian Sidebottom. History of Owen

County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,
1976.

“New Liberty," vertical files, Owen Co. Public Library,
Owenton, Ky.
Doris Riley
NEW LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH. This

1801, when services were held in the homes of its

members. In 1810 a log building was constructed
with a balcony for slaves to sit in during worship
services. A brick building, erected in 1819, burned
in 1836, but the members lost no time in rebuild

ing; they reused the bricks from the walls of the
previous structure. This building, with some mod
ifications, remains the house of worship for the
church. The church name was changed in 1842 to
the Baptist Church of New Liberty; by 1965 it was
known as the New Liberty Baptist Church. Up to
that time, a total of 39 pastors had served the

that the soldiers used the bell tower of the New

church, and it had functioned as the mother church

Liberty Baptist Church for target practice.
One of the earliest schools in New Liberty was
a combined school already existing by 1850. Con
cord College was established in town in 1867 for
both male and female students. The last building of
the college was constructed in 1921. The town's
first high school opened in the 1906–1907 school
term. When the county's high schools were con
solidated in 1951, this building was converted to
an elementary school, which closed in 1970 owing

for 10 other Baptist churches. The congregation
has supported strong programs in Sunday School,

to further consolidation.

NEWMAN, ERICA (b. August 31, 1904,
Oberkirch, Germany; d. February 20, 1992, Cov
ington, Ky). She was known as Erica A. Newman
by her acquaintances in Northern Kentucky, where
she spent two decades in her later life, after her per
forming career had ended. Erica's father was Maxi

The town's first bank, incorporated in 1886 as
Citizens Bank, remains a vital part of the commu
nity. At one time the businesses in town included a
tanning yard, a woolen mill, the Gayle House Hotel,
the first newspaper in Owen Co. the Owen News
(1868), a tobacco warehouse, stores, livery stables, an

vis, and Edward G. Robinson. She was in I’ve Got
Your Number (1934) with Joan Blondell and Pat

O'Brien and in Strike Me Pink (1936) with Jimmy
Durante. In 1939 Herrmann appeared in Wife,
Husband, and Friend with Caesar Romero and

Loretta Young. She became a good friend of Shir

ley Temple. Herrmann had two different Holly
wood performing names: for her early years at
Warner Bros., she used the screen name Rickey
Newell; for Fox Studios, at the end of her Holly
wood career, she was billed as Alice Armand.

Herrmann appeared on Broadway in Flo Ziegº
field's rendition of the musical Showboat (1927).

In January 1939 she was one of eight studio starlets

Today New Liberty no longer shows its former

about 10 miles northwest of Owenton on Ky. Rts.
227 and 36, the community continues to be a place
of tranquil residential living.
For many years New Liberty was the largest
and most prosperous town in the county. It is be
lieved that the first building was a two-story, 10
room log house built by John Gayle and his slaves
in 1806. A portion of the structure remains stand
ing and has been converted into a barn. Early com
mercial goods were shipped to New Liberty via
boat on the Ohio River to Ghent and via wagon
Railroad was built, merchandise was shipped to
Liberty Station (Sanders) and transported from
thereby wagon.
The Owen Union Agricultural and Mechanical
Association Fairgrounds was the center of much
interest and many varied attractions. Organized in
1859, the fairgrounds remained quite active until
1886, except for a period during the Civil War; it
comprised several buildings, including stables and
a large dining room for visitors. Horse racing be
came popular, and many of the local gentlemen
owned horses that proved to be exceedingly fast.
During the Civil War, when Union soldiers used
the fairgrounds as a camp, a smallpox outbreak re
sulted in the death of many of them. It is reported

mann was one of the most photographed persons
of the 1920s. She arrived in Hollywood in 1933 and
appeared in movies with James Cagney, Bette Da

Bible School, and mission ventures in its more

than-200-year history.

to make a 12,000-mile airplane promotional tour
in connection with Twentieth Century-Fox's re
lease of Tail Spin. She retired from entertainment
in the mid-1940s and later married New York City
policeman Vincent Joseph Newman. She moved to
Northern Kentucky in the mid-1970s to be near
her son and lived in Florence and then in Coving
ton, in two nursing homes, the St. John Nursing
Home and the Garrard Convalescent Center. She

remained vibrant, sharp, and interesting until her
very last days, recounting stories about her career
and sharing items from her scrapbook. She died at
St. Elizabeth Hospital in Covington and was
cremated,

“Erica Newman, KP February 21, 1992,6A.
Kentucky Death Certificate No. 4288, for the year
H992.

“Passages," KPJanuary 1, 1993, 1K–2K.
“Screen News Here and in Hollywood." NYT Febru
ary 7, 1939,23.
“Time Can't Face a Startlet's Luster," KP, May 28,
1990, 1 K.

NEW PERCEPTIONS INC. For more than 50

years, the organization now known as New Per
ceptions Inc. (NPI) has served the special needs of
individuals in Boone, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant,
Kenton, Owen, and Pendleton counties. NPI has

been a leader in promoting the advancement of
people who have developmental disabilities and
other personal barriers.
NPI was founded by a group of concerned par
ents in 1952 because no appropriate services for
their special-needs children existed. Its origins
were in the Riverside School, in the basement of

“History of the New Liberty Baptist Church," 1951,
New Liberty Baptist Church, New Liberty, Ky.
Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,
1976.

millan Herrmann, and all that is known of her

undertaker, churches, and a bank. In 1864 the most

mother is that her maiden surname was Ebner. As

important business and residential parts of town

a dancer, model, singer, and actress, Erica Herr

the First Presbyterian Church (now Community
of Faith Presbyterian) in Covington. A similar
school, Good Counsel, opened soon after in two
locations: the Corpus Christi Catholic Church
in Newport and the St. Aloysius School in Cov
ington. Both schools were successful, and in order
better to serve their clients, they merged in 1960.
Then, as public demand grew, Riverside-Good
Counsel built its own school building in 1972, of.
fering grades K–12 and related programs.
During the next years, Riverside-Good Coun
sel brought developmental education into the
home, so that families could participate in prepar
ing their children for the future. It also opened an

NEWPORT

is one of the two county seats in Campbell, Co.; the
other is Alexandria. Newport's physical size is 3.5
square miles. Until 1792, Kentucky was a part of

activity center that engaged adults in meaningful
employment. During the 1970s it was federally
mandated that school-age studentsbetransitioned
into public school programs by 1976. Riverside
Good Counsel then began to focus on expanding
adult employment programs, as well as offering
more preschool education to individuals with men
tal retardation or other developmental disabili
ties. Riverside-Good Counsel officially changed its

and Indian War, a Virginia aristocrat named
Col. James Taylor Sr. purchased 2,700 acres from
fellow Virginian George Muse; it was land
awarded to Muse for his services during the Revo
lutionary War. James Taylor Sr. never visited these

name to NPI in 1985.

lands but sent his sons, Hubbard and James Jr., to

Infant and toddler clients benefit from a vari

ety of programs, which include physical, occupa
tional, and speech therapy. NPI offers developmen
tal intervention, provided by staff educators
specializing in early childhood education. Chil
dren and their families are given the foundation
they will need to be successful in life.
Adult clients receive the support and learn the
skills necessary for employment within the com
munity or in site-based work programs. One ex
ample is a local collaborative effort with St. Eliza
beth Medical Center and the Kenton Co.

School District for work transition programs
providing evaluation, training, and ultimately em
ployment in a medical setting NPI also runs a
community-based supportive employment pro
gram, which offers in-depth one-on-one job place
ment and supportin organizations throughout the
community.

The site-based employment program, located
in Edgewood, offers clients assembly and packag
ingjobs, as well as otheron-site services such as the
life skills program, in which clients have the op

portunity to transition away from full-time work
so that they are able to set and achieve personal,
recreational, and social goals.

the Commonwealth of Virginia. After the French

survey and settle the area. When Hubbard Taylor
arrived in 1785, he discovered pioneer Jacob
Fowler already settled in the area. Hubbard laid
claim to the land that is now Newport (as well as
Bellevue and Dayton, Ky.) and in 1791 laid out the
first streets of Newport. He named the city after
Christopher Newport, captain of the first ship to
land at Jamestown, Va., in 1607.

James Taylor Jr. arrived in town in 1792 and
quickly became Newport's leading citizen, busi
nessman, and developer. His first major accom
plishment was obtaining from the Kentucky legis
lature a charterestablishing the City of Newporton
December 14, 1795. Newport thereby became the
first incorporated city north of Lexington. The fed
eral census of 1800 listed a population of 106 for
Newport. In 1805 Taylor persuaded the U.S. gov.
ernment to locate a military barracksandarsenal in
Newport. The presence of the Newport Barracks
was a significant influence upon the city's early eco
nomic and social atmosphere. In its day, the bar
racks was the most important military poston what
was then the western frontier of the United States.

Newport grew between 1831 and 1870. Taylor
built his residence in town in 1840. The availability
of first river transportation and later railroads and
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its proximity to markets instates to the north made
Newport an attractive location for both manufac
turing and retailbusinesses. Textilefactories, which
had begun to appear on the banks of the Ohio and
Licking rivers, eventually were replaced by iron
and steel factories. By 1870 Newport had become
the center of iron manufacturing in Kentucky and
ranked 22nd in the country in this industry. Even
into the 20th century, Newport had the second
highest concentration of heavy industry in Ken
tucky. These factories have long been closed, with
the exception of the Newport Steel Company,
which remains as a descendant of Newport's An
drews Steel Mill, founded in 1891.

Slavery was not a big factor in the economy of
the city of Newport. James Taylor Jr. brought his
slaves with him from Virginia, and slaves ac
counted for 28 percent of the city's population in
1820. However, by 1840 only 4 percent of the city's
residents were listed as slaves, and most of them

were house servants or factory workers. As else
where in Kentucky, Newport had divided loyalties
during the Civil War. After several civil distur
bances between the differing partisans, Newport
was placed under martial law for most of the dura
tion of the conflict. The bitterness created by the
war remained a dividing factor among Newport's
citizens for several generations. By the end of the
Civil War, the number of residents in Newport had
grown to 15,000.

The construction of several bridges over the
Ohio River in 1872 (see L&N Bridge) and 1892
(see Central Bridge) facilitated both residential
and commercial development of the city in the
later part of the 19th century. The period of 1870 to
1900 was critical in developing the broadest range

of municipal services, urban infrastructure, and
public transportation. Modern utilities were also

NPI providesaservice throughout the stages of
life to hundreds of Northern Kentucky families,
supplying them with the confidence and toolstobe
able to set and reach their goals. The organization
believes in the abilities of clients with developmen

introduced, with the most important being the
construction of city water and sewerage systems,
begun in 1873. These systems made urban living

tal disabilities to achieve success, and to that end it

cleaner and safer and accounted for dramatic in

provides opportunities for education, growth, and
employment in a normalized setting in order to

creases in Newport's population during this
period.
Taylor opened the first facility for the educa
tion of the city's youth as the Newport Academy in
1800, and several other private schools operated
for the first halfoſthe 19th century. The first public
schools intown opened in 1847. By the 1870s, three
separate educational systems existed side by side
in Newport: public schools for whites, segregated
public schools for blacks, and parochial schools for
Catholics. The first Catholic schools were begun in
1848 and provided elementary education to ap
proximately 30 percent of the city's school-age
children through the end ofthecentury. Newport's
publichigh school opened in 1860. The Southgate
St. School for black children began operation in
1873 and continued until the entire public school
system in Kentucky was integrated in 1956. The
institution that evolved into Newport Central
Catholic High School began educating males in
1929. Females attended Our Lady of Providence
Academy, located on Sixth St. in town.
From its beginning until 1868, Newport relied
on volunteers for firefighting. The first organized

facilitate each individual's achievement of his or

her maximum potential. Today NPI serves more
than 700 children and adults with developmental
disabilities. What began as concerned parents
wanting the best that life had to offer for their dis
abled children has become an organization driven
by concern for those individuals who at one time
were lost within a system that did not understand
their special needs.
"Long Wait for Skills Training–Program Helps Dis
abled Find Jobs," KP, July 24, 1997.2K.
New Perceptions, Inc. www.newperceptions.org (ac
cessed March 14, 2006).

"New Perceptions—Riverside Good Counsel Renamed
New Perceptions, Inc." KPJanuary 2, 1985, 8K.
Robin Rider Osborne

NEWPORT. Newport is a second-class city lo
cated in Northern Kentucky at the confluence of
the Ohio and Licking rivers, directly south of Cin
cinnati and east (upriver) of Covington. Newport

Newport Finance Building, also known as

Campbell Towers, southeast corner of Fourth
and York Sts., Newport. It was built in 1927 and
demolished in 1999.
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volunteer outfit was the Washington Fire Engine
and Hose Company, which formed in 1850. A full
time professional paid firefighting service was es
tablished in 1868. In the city's formative years, law
enforcement was provided by a town marshal who
was elected for a two-year term and the deputies of
his choosing. The first full-time police force was
formed as an emergency measure during the Civil
War. The office of police chief was created in 1873,
and a more professional police force dates from
that period.

All employment with the city suffered from the
negative effect of the spoils system of political pa
tronage, which allowed a mayor to replace em
ployees afterevery election. A change in Kentucky's
constitution in 1891 forced mayors to share this
appointment power and established a clearer line
of authority between the executive and legislative
branches. A formal civil service system based on
merit was not adopted until 1939.
In 1930 the people of Newport voted into place
a city-manager form of government, which as
signed the daily operational and financial responsi
bilities to an appointed public administrator. Senti
ment in the city was so evenly split on this issue that
it was approved by a margin of only 2 votes.
Although having access to two rivers was cru
cial to the city's economic and commercial devel
opment, it also forced city leaders to deal with the
sometimes-severe problems caused by periodic
flooding. Between 1859 and 1900, the Ohio River
overflowed flood stage 24 separate times. Major

1936. These annexations doubled the city's land
area to its present size,

The period from 1900 to 1930 could be consid
ered the golden age of Newport. Its population of
30,000 made it the third-largest city in Kentucky.

By 1910 its retail economy had also become the

A historic district was established in 1982 and has

third-most-robust in the state. Its industrial base

grown into the largest contiguous such district in

was second-largest in Kentucky.
The 1920 passage of the 18th Amendment to
the Constitution, banning the sale and consump
tion of alcoholic beverages, led to the growth of the
bootleg liquor industry and the arrival of orga
nized crime syndicates, which exerted consider
able influence over the city's economy and politics
for the next 40 years. After Prohibition was re
pealed in 1933, the crime syndicate moved its re
sources into bars and nightclubs that provided en
tertainmentandgambling. By the 1950s, Newport
had gained a national reputation as the Sin City of
the Midwest. The pervasiveness of this reputation
has tended to obscure the importance and accom
plishments of the other parts of Newport's history,
both before and after.

In the decade of the 1950s, a local citizens' ef.

fort in Campbell Co. to eliminate the influence of
organized crime caught the attention of U.S. at
torney general Robert Kennedy. A combined effort

Besides causing substantial human and economic

that type of activity.

suffering, back-to-back floods during the 1880s

By 1960 the city was experiencing its share of

persuaded the federal government to relocate the
army post from Newport to Fort Thomas in the
1890s. The most damaging flood on record oc

spurred the construction of a floodwall in 1947,
which continues to protect the basin area of the

the general decline in business and residential
communities that was adversely affecting many
older urban areas in the country. Added to the sub
urban flight was the demolition of many homes in
otherwise stable neighborhoods to make way for
the construction of the I-471 expressway. The
opening of the Newport Shopping Center in
South Newport in 1956 further weakened the older

city.

central business district. Between 1960 and 1990,

During the first 50 years of Newport's exis
tence, the makeup of the city's population reflected
the ancestry of its founders—mostly people of En
glish heritage. Since most of the early prominent
residents of the city were from below the Mason
Dixon Line, the culture of the city also had a fla
vor of the Old South. This began to change after the
Civil War when a huge influx of German and Irish
immigrants gave the city a more cosmopolitan fla
vor. By 1880,46 percent of residents had been born
in Europe, 43 percent were of German ancestry,
and 14 percent had Irish roots. This pattern contin
ued until the Great Depression of the 1930s
forced the migration of Appalachians, mainly of
Scotch-Irish descent, from the mountain regions
of Eastern Kentucky.
The arrival of the automobile in the early part
of the 20th century eventually spurred the move
ment of people to the suburbs, and the city's popu
lation leveled off at 30,000. Newport began a series
ofannexations of the neighboring cities: Cote Bril
liante in 1924, Clifton in 1935, and Ingalls Park in

Newport's population declined from 30,000 to
18,000. The percentage of persons living below the
poverty line increased from 16 percent in 1970 to
26 percent in 1990. The city's economy received
two severe blows when its two largest employers

cent of its residents. This level of destruction

county, and state officials gradually closed most of

the adult businesses. Economic development ef.
forts have led to the development of restaurants
and corporate offices along the city's riverfront,
culminating in the opening of the Newport
Aquarium in 2000, the Newport-on-the-Levee
entertainment complex in 2001, and the Hofbrau
haus Restaurant in 2003. In 2004 the former L&N

Bridge was converted from vehicular traffic to a
pedestrian-only structure. Many outdoor festivals
are held in the city's new Festival Park on the banks

of the Ohio River. The most spectacular is the gi
gantic fireworks display on Labor Day Weekend

known as Riverfest, attended by huge crowds. In
2000 the city's population was officially stated as
17,048. City officials later challenged the accuracy
of that figure and estimated that the correct figure
was closer to 22,000.

Donnelly, Joseph. Newport Barracks—Kentucky's

tually resulted in the closing of the gambling and
prostitution houses. These businesses came to be
replaced by other adult-oriented businesses, which

proliferated during the 1960s and 1970s, continu
ing Newport's reputation as a regional center for

percent of the city's surface and displaced 40 per

Kentucky. Tours of the renovated historic homes

are annual events. A coordinated effort of city,

of federal and local law enforcement efforts even

floods occurred in 1883, 1884, 1898, and 1913.

curred in 1937 (see Flood of 1937). It covered 25

hoods and its image in order to attract new busi
nesses and homeowners. The demographic slide
seems to have ended as a result, and the population
is stabilizing. Newport has moved decisively to re
habilitate its reputation, housing, and economy.

closed their businesses: Interlake Steel (later named

Newport Steel) in 1980 and the Wiedemann
Brewing Company in 1983. With its oldest
neighborhoods declining and its economy on the
ropes, Newport reached a low point.
The decade of the 1980s saw resurgence in the

city's vitality. A core of young urban pioneers began
buying up some of the historic homes on Newport's
East Side at the same time that the Newport Citi
zens Advisory Council began holding meetings
in all sections ofthe city to considerways to improve
the quality of life. This rebirth of civic activity even
tually led to a more overtly politically active organi
zation called NEWPAC, which began supporting its
own candidates for election in local races.

In 1982 a reform-minded city commission be
gan a campaign to clean up the city's neighbor

Forgotten Military Installation. Covington, Ky:
Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1999.
Mueller, Jan. Soul of the City: A Centennial History
of the Newport Public Library. Highland Heights,
Ky: Self-published, 2004.
Neff, Judy L., and Peggy Wiedemann Harris. New
port. Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia, 2004.
“Newport's Old Story. City's Rise Spurred by Army,
Dampened by Flood," KP August 12, 1985,3K.
Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky: Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

U.S. Census Bureau. “American FactFinder. DataSet.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SF1) 100-Percent
Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
July 19, 2006).
Michael Whitehead

NEWPORT ACADEMY. The first public school
in Northern Kentucky was the Newport Academy,
chartered in 1798 and opened in 1800 in Newport.
It was the first academy in the Cincinnati area.
The State of Kentucky gave the City of Newport
6,000 acres of land, south of the Green River in

Western Kentucky, and empowered the town's
government to sell the land to help finance the
construction and operation of the school. The
Newport Academy was erected on a two-acre site
along the north side of Fourth St., between Mon
mouth and Saratoga Sts., which had been donated
by James Taylor Jr. The state charter required that
a 12-member board of trustees be appointed to run
the school. The first trustees included Washington
Berry, Thomas D. Carneal, John Grant (see
Grant Family), Thomas Kennedy, Thomas
Sandford, Richard Southgate, Rev. Robert
Stubbs, and James Taylor. Stubbs, an Episcopal
minister, was hired as principal and given a house,
15 acres of cleared land, and a salary of 75 British
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pounds sterling per year. Many of the school's first
teachers held other jobs, such assurveying or serv
ing as clergymen. Stubbs resigned after just one
year and openeda privateboarding school for boys
in Campbell Co., near the Two Mile House on Al
exandria Pike.

A subscription drive was conducted in 1800 to
raise funds for construction of a one-room stone

schoolhouse for the Newport Academy; the school
building measured 20 by 32 feet. Newport Acade.
my's early curriculum consisted primarily of read
ing, writing,andarithmetic, courseworkfor which

students were charged tuition of $8 per year. How
ever, some advanced instruction was also given, at
a cost of $20 per year, in English grammar, the
Latin and Greek languages, geometry, astronomy,
logic, and rhetoric. The Newport Academy was

technically a public school, even though it charged
tuition. It operated successfully until 1850, when
it was merged with the Newport Independent
Schools. The original schoolhouse was used until
1873, and then it was demolished and replaced by
anew building to house the Newport High School.
The Fourth Street Elementary School now occu

pies the site of the original Newport Academy.
Cobb, James L. "History of the Public Schools of New
port, Kentucky," MEd thesis, Univ. of Cincinnati,
1939.

"History of Campbell County." Paper prepared and
read by Mary Keturah Jones at the Independence
Day Celebration, July 4, 1876, Newport, Ky.

Newport Independent Schools. "Our History-A
Great Tradition." www.newportwildcats.org (ac
cessed October 17, 2006).

Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky. Zimmerman,
1996.

Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs. Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

Jack Wessling
NEWPORT AND COVINGTON SUSPEN

SION BRIDGE. The Kentucky legislature incor
porated the Licking Bridge Company on January
27, 1830, with a capitalization of $15,000 on 30,000

shares. Despite the support of leading citizens in
Covington and Newport, on both sides of the Lick
ing River, stock sales were insufficient and the cor
poration failed. In 1844 the bridge issue was raised
again, and this time a wire suspension bridge was
recommended as ideal for the high banks of the
Licking River.
Support for the proposed suspension bridge
over the Licking River was much higher on the
Campbell Co. side of the river, where the bridge
was promoted for its effect on commerce and real
estate in Newport. The newspapers reported that
2,000 shares of the bridge company's stock had
been sold, but money ran out before the bridge was
completed, only a pier on the Newport side stood
in testimony to the project. In February–March
1849, the noted bridge engineer Charles Ellet came
to Northern Kentucky to revive the project, appar
ently being given all the privileges of the original
charter, on condition that construction of the sus

pension bridge begin by April 1 and be completed

Newport and Covington Suspension Bridge.

by December 1, 1849. Again, however, the project
languished.
In January 1852 the Kentucky General Assem
bly granted a bridge charter to the Newport and
Covington Bridge Company, with the provision
that either Newport or Covington, or both cities,
could purchase stock in the corporation. By June
1853 a wire suspension bridge to link Newport
with Covington was well under way at the end of
Fourth St. in Covington, under the supervision of
George C. Tarvin. The on-site engineer was John
Gray of Pittsburgh, who may have been a protégé
of Charles Ellet. At least Gray was using Ellet's
bridge-building methods, which included fabri
cating the bridge cables on the ground rather
than spinning the cables in place (bridge-builder
John Roebling's practice; see John Augustus and
Washington Augustus Roebling). Ellet alsogen
erally used six to eight cables instead of two, and he
did not consider it important to stiffen the floor
with a heavy truss, as Roebling did. From 1850 to
1853, Ellet was the chief engineer of the Virginia
Central Railroad; in case Gray was associated with

The93-foot-talltowers werebuilt ofbrick. They
were located at about the low-water point on each
shore, to assure the widest possible span over open
water. At some time, the towers were painted and
advertisements were applied on them. (In the 1870s
galvanized metal caps were fabricated to cover the
lubricated rollers on top of the towers.) The cables

Ellet, Ellet's crowded schedule could be the reason

his small toll booth to watch 15 cattle start across

John Gray, instead of Ellet himself, had the con

the bridge, when without warning, the roller from
the top of the east tower plunged through the
booth behind him. The bridge floor flipped to a
vertical position, hanging from the southern tow
ers. Eight of the 15 cattle were killed in the fall, and

tract at Newport.

After all the delays, work on the Newport and
Covington Suspension Bridge proceeded rapidly.
The eight 902-foot-long cables for the bridge were
fabricated on the streets of Newport. The wire
was pulled around two vertical poles set up in the
streets. Six of the eight cables contained 350 wires
each, while the other two contained 308 wires

each. The anchorages werebuilton the riverbanks
by constructing boxes 15 by 20 feet by some 30
feet high, using one-foot oak pilings. Wrought
iron anchor plates, cast to receive anchor chains,
were buried at the bottom of the boxes, which

were filled with rock to hold the cables. (During
the 1870s, the southwestern anchorage of the
bridge began to slip, and an additional layer of
iron-tipped oak pilings was added to stabilize it.)

were attached to the anchorchains on the eastside,

and at the other end they were attached to a heavy
rope and pulled to the Covington shore, where
they were attached to a wagon pulled by six horses.
Then, aided by pulleys on the Covington side and
rollers on both sides and on steamboats on the

Licking River, the cables were pulled into place and
attached to the anchor chains in the bridge's west
side anchorages. The suspenders were then at
tached to the cables, and the floor beams were at
tached to the other end. On December 28, 1853,

superintendent Tarvin and Covington mayor
Bushrod Foley rode across the bridge in abuggy to
open the bridge.
On January 16, 1854, less than three weeks af.
ter the opening, at 5:30 p.m., the toll collector left

butchers were summoned to the shore to use the
beef. Because the stonework had not been dam

aged, work began immediately on repairs. The
damage was estimated at $14,000, and the span
was reopened in May at a total estimated cost of
$81,000.

As early as the 1860s, the need for strengthen
ing the bridge was apparent. Washington Roe
bling was finishing up the Covington-Cincinnati
Suspension Bridge when he agreed to provide
plans and specifications for improving the cable
for a fee of $150. He ordered $307 worth of cable

from the J. A. Roebling Company, castings from
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Miles Greenwood, and iron from D. Wolf. It is

Coley, Jeannette Cabell. "A Biography of Charles Ellet,

likely that he wrapped the four cables into one,

Jr.” Smithsonian Associates Civil War Newsletter

since he did something similar a few years later
on the Wheeling Bridge. In 1868 the Roeblings
supplied another $1,107 worth of wire and ser
vice. W. Morton, a civil engineer, was hired in

5, no.5.http://civilwarstudies.org (accessed August

Newport Aquarium. www.newportaquarium.com.

21, 2006).

"Prep Work Begins for Aquarium," KP December 24,

1872 to develop further plans to strengthen the

bridge, and an assistant was hired to help him.
Washington Roebling supplied materials and
plans for cable stays. Morton was the on-site engi
neer at a salary of $100 per month. The J. A. Roe
bling Company was paid $900 for wire and ad
vice. Weight limits were promulgated for the
bridge: no more than 12 head of cattle at a time
were permitted on the bridge.
In 1875 the bridge board decided to employ
an engineer to develop plans and specifications
to build a central pier on the bridge and other
features to strengthen it. The pier construction

was awarded to a local company at a cost of
$21,478. The ironwork contract went to John

Gray for $3,559, and he agreed to supervise the
pier construction for free. The pier was located
404 feet east of Fourth and Garrard Sts. in Cov

ington. B. R. Morton and John Gray carried out
the engineering services, and the total cost of
the new pier was $39,061. The pier construction
firm sued the bridge company for nonpayment.
When Gustave Bouscaren, the chief engineer
for the Cincinnati Southern Railroad, was

employed to inspect the bridge condition, his
verdict about the quality of the work just com
pleted was that it was unsatisfactory. Arrange
ments were made to advertise for plans and
specifications for two new bridges, one a sus
pension bridge and the other a truss bridge.
Morton was authorized to spend almost $4,000

to repair the floor of the bridge scheduled to be

Reis, Jim. “World War Veterans Memorial Bridge:
Providing a Vital Link." KP, July 19, 2004,4K.
Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs. Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss.,

"Aquarium Symbol of Rebirth,” KP, November 20,
1997, IK.

1997, 2K.

"Sweet Pea the Shark Is Moving to Newport.” KP June
9, 2005, K3.

Michael J. Poehner

Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

Joseph F. Gastright
NEWPORTAQUARIUM. The Newport Aquar.
ium is located in Newport at Newport-on-the
Levee, a commercial center situated along the Ohio
River and made up of retail stores, restaurants such
as Mitchell's Fish Market, and entertainment facili

ties including the AMC movie theater. Newport
on-the-Levee was designed as a place where people
could gather in a social setting. The levee is widely
acknowledged as the major force in the recent re
naissance of the city of Newport.
One of the levee's biggest attractions is the
Newport Aquarium, which was begun by five busi
nessmen in the Greater Cincinnati area, doing
business as Aquarium Holdings, who wanted to
build something that would express their shared
concern for sea life. It took nearly 10 years for the
aquarium to come to life, however. Initial plans, as
discussed in 1990, called for building the aquar
ium on the Ohio side of the river, but the owners

were persuaded by Newport city officials to change
their plans and place the facility in Newport along
the Kentucky shoreline. Ground was broken in
1997, and on May 15, 1999, the aquarium opened
to the public. Its stated mission was "to captivate,
educate, and advocate conservation."

Consistent with its goal of promoting interest
in conservation of the world's sea life, the aquar
ium is populated with fishes, mammals, birds, and
other water animals—housed in 1 million gallons

NEWPORT BARRACKS. By 1800 it was evi
dent that the city of Cincinnatineither needed nor
wanted the military installation located on its riv
erfront, Fort Washington. The fort occupied in
creasingly valuable land as the city's downtown
grew. Clearly, it was only a matter of time before
Fort Washington would be shut down. Meanwhile,
just across the Ohio River in Newport, James
Taylor Jr., Newport's founder, recognized an op
portunity to capitalize on and profit from this situ
ation. Taylor was from an influential family; he was
a cousin of future presidents James Madison
(1809–1817) and Zachary Taylor (1849–1850) and
was the wealthiestlandowner in Campbell Co.
James Taylor carried on a lively correspon
dence with his family, the U.S. Army, and the fed
eral government and in spring 1803 learned that
Gen. Charles Scott (governor of Kentucky from
1808 to 1812) had been chosen to seek a suitable
location for an arsenal. Scott concluded that the

best location was near the mouth of the Licking
River, and the U.S. secretary of war authorized him
to purchase four to six acres there. The land was
expected to accommodate a boat landing within
the Licking River and to be at an elevation high
enough to protect the arsenal's buildings from the
spring freshets, even if it meant locating a mile or
so up the river. The story of the Newport Barracks,
and indeed of the village of Newport, would have
been different if this instruction to build the

replaced. A Colonel Payne of Brooklyn, N.Y.,
who was Washington Roebling's assistant on the
Brooklyn Bridge, was employed to inspect the
bridge and comment on Bouscaren's negative re
port. The suit about the new pier was not settled,
and the Covington City Council warned the
bridge board to take no action before obtaining
the city's permission. Payne's report was far more
negative than Bouscaren's, and he advised imme
diate replacement of the bridge. The bridge board
was so negative by now about suspension bridges
that they advertised only for a truss bridge. Five
companies responded, and the bridge board de
cided in favor of the sturdiest option, which was
provided by the Keystone Bridge Company of
Pittsburgh. The consulting engineer was C. R.
Stroebel. B. KMorton was hired at $100 per month
to oversee the construction. Morton agreed to run
a ferry for passengers and vehicles for the period
when the bridge was shut down. The oldbridge was

waterways. The aquarium has five seamless under
water tunnels made of solid acrylic, see-through
floors, two and a half viewing levels, 7,000 marine
animals from 600 species, and 66 separate exhib
its, to offer visitors a unique and memorable expe
rience. Throughout the building are 17 murals de
signed and created by Eric Henn, an artist from
Franklin, Ohio, and 16 original musical sound
tracks play daily throughout the facility.
The aquarium has been a commercial success
and continues to grow. In 2004 a permanent ex
hibit of Asian river otters, lorikeets, and pythons
was opened as part of a $4.5 million expansion.
Further exhibit development in 2005 took the
shape of a “summer of sharks." The new, world
renowned exhibit both displays sharks and pro
vides new ways for visitors to learn facts about

demolished in the summer of 1886, and the new

them. The Shark Central exhibit allows visitors to

United States in the Louisiana Purchase of 1803.

bridge was opened the same year. In 1934 the 1886
span was demolished, and in 1936 a new bridge
dedicated to veterans was opened.

touch sharks. In 2008 a new Frog Bog exhibit
opened, featuring 20 species of exotic frogs from

By 1806 a detachment including a sergeant and 12
enlisted men had arrived at the arsenal in Newport,
led by an inexperienced Pennsylvanian, Ensign

Burns, John E. "A History of Covington, Kentucky
through 1865," vol. 3, Kenton Co. Public Library,
Covington, Ky.

arsenal upstream on the Licking River had been

of water—that take visitors on a visual tour of the

heeded.

world's oceans, seas, straits, channels, and other

On November 10, 1803, Scott completed nego
tiations for "a magazine at the mouth of the Lick
ing." Taylor was informed that the most eligible site
was on the land he had generously donated, rather
than the upriver site first considered, and that he
(Taylor) should superintend the construction. The
U.S. Treasury issued him money to pay for the ma
terials and labor required to begin construction of

around the world.

At the waterfront in Camden, N.J., in summer

2005, a corporate sister aquarium of the one in
Newport opened.

the arsenal. He was instructed to erect three build

ings, a brick two-story arsenal with a cellar, a bar
racks, and a circular brick powder magazine. The
facility was under construction when Capt. Meri
wether Lewis, the coleader of the Lewis and Clark

Expedition of 1803–1806, passed on his way to Big
Bone Lick in nearby Boone Co. to collect speci
mens for President Thomas Jefferson (1801–1809).

Lewis was traveling to meet Capt. William Clark to
explore the still undefined lands acquired by the

Jacob Albright. Because the barracks were unfin
ished, Albright had to bed down his men at first in
the cellar of the arsenal.
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ning commercial school for students of high school
age in 1924. Elsewhere in Newport, both the Cor
pus Christiparish and the St.Stephen parish (see
Holy Spirit Catholic Church) opened high
schools in the 1920s. In 1927 the St.Stephen High
School graduated four male students and the Cor
pus Christi High School graduated 16 students, 8
females and 8 males; in 1930 the St. Stephen High
School produced 23 graduates, both males and fe
males. By 1932 the Corpus Christi High School
had closed, and the high school operated by St.Ste
phen parish had evolved into the Campbell Co.
Catholic High School for Boys. For the school year
1932–1933, enrollment was 94 students. In 1934,

Newport Barracks.

There wasnogeneral kitchen; each room in the
barracks had a fireplace fitted with a spit and pot
hook so that the men could cook their rations in

their rooms. They slept in wooden, double bunks
on ticks stuffed with straw. Poor food, dimly lit
quarters, and monotony were consistently the lot
of the soldiers stationed at the Newport Barracks.
Desertions were frequent even though deserters
faced the threat of harsh punishment. Soon Capt.
Thornton Posey, the senior U.S. Army officer in
Kentucky, was ordered to the Newport Barracks to
assume command. Newport was an arsenal and an
ordnance depot for its first 15 years, but it was also
a recruiting station and remained so until the in
stallation was deactivated.

The Newport Barracks was ofgreatimportance
during the War of 1812 as a mustering and supply
post, particularly in the gathering of troops on
their way to fight the British in Canada. Gen. Wil
liam Henry Harrison's victory at Moravian Town
in Canada in 1813 brought about 600 British and
Canadian prisoners to Newport Barracks for in
ternment for the duration of the war. The Newport
Barracks remained a small but important installa
tion through the Civil War and even, for a time,
included a school for military bands. The post was
perennially threatened by floods, however, and
was viewed as an undesirable posting, since thefa
cility often smelled of mold and was in need of re
construction after each flood.

The Newport Barracks had lost its usefulness
following the Mexican War. During the Indian
Wars in the West, the post served as a supply depot
as well as a recruiting center. Military company
posts were, by this time, giving way to larger instal
lations. Moreover, the Newport Barracks days

purchase a nearby tract of land of about 112 acres
located on a hillabove the Ohio Riverinthe District

of Highlands (Fort Thomas). Suffering through yet
another flood in 1889, the Newport Barracks was
kept open while the new military installation was
being constructed. A drought followed that year,
which lowered the level of the Ohio River, adding to
the stench and unhealthful conditions. Not until

November 1894 were all personnel and equipment
transferred from the Newport Barracks to the new
military facility located above the Ohio River.
Congressman Albert S. Berrylabored to have
the Newport Barracks retained on the military's
active list and then, when that failed, to have the

facility presented to the City of Newport. The
NewportCity Council argued over the value of the
gift, and six of its members even opposed accept
ing it. However, on New Year's Day 1896, the mayor
of Newport signed a receipt presented by Col. Mel
ville A. Cochran, commandant of the military's
new post nearby, confirming that the former New
port Barracks and their grounds were now city
property. Because of the cold weather, no public
celebration was planned, and the Newport Bar

bella and Ninth Sts. Some students came to New

port Catholic High School from Kenton Co., since
Covington Catholic High School did not offer
football until 1968; Newport Catholic High School
itself lost potential students to the highly selective
Covington Latin School and to the prestigious St.
Xavier High School in Cincinnati.
On December 15, 1954, Newport Catholic
High School's basketball team played the first game
in its new gymnasium, the largest in Northern
Kentucky at the time, and on May 8, 1955, the
school's new $857,000 building, on the hill behind
Mount St. Martin's in South Newport, was dedi
cated. Until 1964 the school was administered by
the Diocese of Covington (see Roman Catholics)
and many of the teachers were priests and sisters.
The Right Reverend Msgr. John V. Hegenauer was
a longtime principal who did much to keep the
school solvent. He had an uncanny ability to get
donations from local mobsters. Annual tuition at
the school in the fall of 1963 was $125 for students

serving as a Newport city park formany years.

coming from one of the 10 supporting parishes. In
September 1964 the Christian Brothers, a Catholic
order of teaching brothers (today known as the La

Donnelly, Joseph. Newport Barracks—Kentucky's

Sallian Brothers), assumed administration of the

Forgotten Military Installation. Covington, Ky:

school. Brother Julian Mark Sullivan F.S.C. was the

Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1999.
"Newport Barracks Supplied the West during War."

first principal during this period. The graduating
class of 1965, numbering 198 and made up of baby
boomers, was the largest in the school's history.
When enrollment peaked at 752 students in 1968,
almost all usable space was occupied. In 1982
Newport Catholic High School merged with Our
Lady of Providence Academy (formerly the
Academy of Notre Dame of Providence, also in
Newport), becoming the coeducational Newport
Central Catholic High School. The 1955 building

racks unceremoniously receded into history, later

CE, November 17, 1996, D7.

"Newport's Old Story: City's Rise Spurred by Army,
Dampened by Flood," KP August 12, 1985,3K.
Reis, Jim. "Newport Barracks Both Blessing, Curse."
KP, November 29, 2004, 4K.

Karl Lietzenmayer

seemed numbered after the installation was flooded

in three consecutive years, 1882, 1883, and 1884

NEWPORT CENTRAL CATHOLIC HIGH

(see Flood of 1884). These floods made some of

SCHOOL. This high school is an amalgam of sev
eral other schools. After World War I many peo
ple came to recognize the need for secondary edu
cation, and public and private secondary schools
were established nationwide during the 1920s. In
the Cote Brilliante neighborhood of Newport,
the St. Francis de Sales parish operated an eve

the buildings uninhabitable; the resulting warped
floors also made for cold and draftylodgings.
In 1887 the post surgeons recommended that
the barracksbeabandoned, and the general-in-chief
of the U.S. Army, Philip Sheridan, concurred. The
U.S. Congress directed the U.S. secretary of war to

because of overcrowding, the school was moved to
the building of the former Immaculata Acad
emyon W. Fifth St. near Columbia St. in Newport,
and the school's name was changed to Newport
Catholic High School. In 1945, faced with the con
tinual growth of its student body, Newport Catho
lic High School moved to the campus of Corpus
Christi Church in Newport, on the corner of Isa

on the hill was retained for the combined school.

Demographic changes in Campbell Co. and finan
cial reasons led to the merger. The 1978 appoint
ment of Carl R. Foster, a 1964 alumnus (and at one

time the leading basketball scorer in the school's
history), as principal marked the end of the
Christian Brothers' administration of the school;
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the last Christian Brothers (Brothers Phil Jones

mission. Eventually, the NCAC was granted a per

and Richard Merkle) departed in 1992. The teach
ing order, suffering from declining manpower, was
no longer able to staff the school. In 2004 enroll

manent seat at Newport City Commission meetings

ment at the school was about 450. In 2008 the

school broke ground on a $7.5 million construc
tion and renovation project.
DeBord, Matthew. “Newport Catholic: The Steps on
the Way to the Hill," manuscript written for the
History Senior Seminar, Thomas More College,
Fort Mitchell, Ky., November 2004.
“Ground Is Broken," KP, September 4, 1954, 1.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington.
Covington, Ky. Diocese of Covington, 1954.
Schroeder, David E. "From the Formation of High
Schools to a College,” Kenton County Historical
Society Bulletin, January 1997, 2–4.
Michael R. Sweeney
NEWPORT CITIZENS ADVISORY COUN

CIL. The Newport Citizens Advisory Council
(NCAC) was formed by a resolution of the New
port City Commission on April 26, 1976, to com
ply with federal regulations involving a Commu
nity Block Grant the city received in 1974. The
NCAC's initial responsibility was to provide input
pertaining to the expenditure of those funds.
However, the organization's responsibility was
soon expanded to include providing citizen input
on all matters of city life. It is in this capacity as a
mechanism for civic involvement in Newport that
the NCAC has played a major role in helping to
change the direction of the city, beginning in the
1970s and continuing to the present. The organiza
tion's first meeting was held in September 1976.
Newport was divided into nine geographical
neighborhoods, and the interested residents of
each neighborhood elected the neighborhood's
representative. Three at-large members were ap
pointed by the NCAC Board of Commissioners.
Each neighborhood eventually adopted a name of
its own choosing: Two Rivers I and II in the north
western part of the city, Buena Vista in the south
western part, Taylor's Landing in the Central Busi
ness District, Mansion Hill and Gateway in the
eastern sections, Cote Brilliante to the southeast,
and Clifton and Cliffview to the south. The first

neighborhood representatives were Herbert Bass,
Laura Bradley, Rev. Anthony Deye, Tom Ferrara,
Robert Freking, Thomas Fromme Sr., Kenneth
Mullikan, Anna Murphy, and Rev. Robert Ryan.
Staffing assistance in the initial years was pro
vided by Brighton Center and the Northern
Kentucky Area Development District. At first,
each neighborhood was granted $500 per year to
promote neighborhood events. Later some neigh
borhoods began fundraising on their own and
were influential in organizing the city's participa
tion in the annual River Fest fireworks display as a
way of raising funds for neighborhood groups.
Each neighborhood unit met monthly. The
original concept was for the NCAC to be a conduit
of information on city business—neighborhood
representatives conveying information to their
communities from the Newport City Commission
and bringing information back to the City Com

and a regular place on the agenda. This task of act
ing as a liaison quickly required the NCAC to
maintain a delicate balance between maintaining
its independence and at times advocating a posi
tion that was not favored by some members of the
City Commission.
However, as neighborhood meetings contin
ued, some began independently to address prob
lems of concern to them. At first, these activities

involved events that would improve residential life
without causing much controversy. They included
such things as organizing litter cleanups, voter reg
istration, education drives, tree plantings, historic
home tours, and leadership training programs.
Several neighborhoods also began publishing their
own monthly newsletters, and several of these
publications continue today. The Mansion Hill
Neighborhood was instrumental in advocating for
the placement of the entrance and exit ramps for
I-471 in a way that would not further damage the
historic buildings in the eastern part of the city.
But the NCAC and its member neighborhoods
also began to push for more aggressive action on
issues that inevitably caused conflict between the
organization and certain elected officials. The late
1970s and early 1980s was the time during which
the most confrontations erupted. Disagreements
arose over issues involving housing-code enforce
ment, bars in residential neighborhoods, access by
citizens to public information, hiring and firing of
city employees based on merit and not on political
connections, protection of residential zones from
encroachment by business interests, and methods
of controlling the operation and expansion of
adult-entertainment businesses within the city.
The NCAC was crucial in providing initial support
for the adult-entertainment ordinances the New

port City Commission passed during the 1980s
and 1990s that have proved so effective in changing
the image of the city and laying the groundwork for
the economic development that followed.
In 1980 the NCAC was recognized by the re
gional field director of HUD (Housing and Urban
Development) as one of the best-informed and
most active organizations of its kind in Kentucky.
In 1979 the NCAC was also featured on a regional
television program broadcast on WCET in Cincin
nati, called The People Speak.
In addition to providing opportunities for civic
involvement and action, the NCAC has acted as a

training ground for people who were interested in
running for political office. Thomas Ferrara, Jan
Knepshield, Kenneth Mullikin, and Laura Roberts
were all active members of the organization's Ad
visory Council before being elected to the New
port City Commission. Many of the neighborhood

port City Commission meetings and continues to
sponsor several civic events, its role as a controver
sial driving force behind civic improvements has
waned in recent times. Throughout its history,
there has been an ebb and flow of activity, and the
neighborhood organizations have always had dif
fering levels of participation and organizing abil
ity. At times, certain neighborhood associations
may have even eclipsed the NCAC itself in terms of
political influence. But the NCACremains to func
tion as a source of resident input in Newport and
as an example of what can be accomplished in gov
ernment by residents banding together to improve
the quality of life in their communities.
“Advisory Council's Opposition Sets Up Debate on
Shelter.” KP September 10, 1983,2K.
“Building Codes Divide Newport City Leaders,” KP
May 3, 1983, IK.
“Council Marks Birthday—Newport Group Remains

Strong," KP, April 1, 1986,3K.
Michael Whitehead

NEWPORT HIGH SCHOOL. In 1856 New

port had five public common schools and one high
school. However, the Newport High School did
not come into existence until 1860, when it was

chartered by the state. The school's first location
was in town on the north side of Fourth St. be

tween Monmouth and Saratoga Sts., where the
Newport Academy once stood. In those early
days, attending high school was a luxury that few
could afford; in most families the children became

workers after completing the sixth grade. The par
ents who could afford some form of higher educa
tion thought of high school as a sort of “people's
college." In the Newport High School's earliest
years, its curriculum consisted of such a large
number of required courses that it was virtually
impossible to meet the graduation requirements in
four years. Therefore, the school board decided to
reduce the number of subjects required and
shorten the length of high school training to three
years. Under the old standards, no graduation ex
ercises were held at Newport High School between
1856 and 1874. However, under the new, lowered

standards, 519 students graduated between 1874
and 1900.

In 1872 a new home in Newport was built for
the high school, on Columbia St. between Eighth
and Ninth Sts., where a cemetery was located. Be
fore construction began, the graves were moved to
Evergreen Cemetery in Southgate. Because the
site had once been a graveyard, many superstitious
people claimed that the building and grounds were

haunted; numerous sightings of ghosts were
reported.
In 1880 the population of Newport was 20,433,

activists who later went on to form the core of the

with 2,972 students enrolled in various schools,

Newport Political Action Committee got their ini
tial exposure to civic involvement and political or
ganizing as members of neighborhood councils

but only 108 at Newport High. By 1900 the popu
lation of the city had grown to 28,301, with 3,646

and the NCAC.

Newport High School. Between 1906 and 1908,
Newport High School's boys were required to take
military training with a unit called the Hammond
Rifles. In 1908 the high school's course of study

As the issues in Newport have evolved, the in
volvement of the NCAC has also changed. While
the organization still maintains its seat at the New

students enrolled in schools and 195 of these in

NEWPORT HOME OWNERSHIP

was changed back to four years, and a commercial
course of study was added. In 1925 the school
board decided to build a new high school and a
new building for Arnold Elementary School.
When the Arnold Elementary School's building
on Central Ave. in Newport was completed, it was
used for high school classes while the new high
school was under construction at Eighth and Co
lumbia Sts. in town.

By 1925 the city's population had reached
29,420, and 416 students were attending the high
school. In 1928 a new gymnasium was added to the
high school, and in 1939 a sports stadium was built
nearby in Taylor's Bottoms. At that time New
port was operating one high school, a junior high,
and nine elementary schools. After many years at
the Eighth and Columbia Sts. location, Newport
High School moved in 1980 to a new, modern
building in town at 900 E. Sixth St., next to the el
evated I-471.

Over the years, Newport High School has been
dedicated to providing quality education to its stu
dents. Among the school's graduates who have be
come leaders in their chosen professions are 2000
Republican presidential primary candidate Gary
Bauer, Ohio River historian Virginia Bennett,
famed basketball coach Jim Connor, comedian

and author Greg Fields, civic leaders Lambert
Hehl Sr. and Lambert Hehl Jr., Miss Kentucky
of 1936 Charlotte Hiteman, Newport mayor–
city manager Ralph Mussman, rocket scientist
Eugene Jimmy Palm, noted physician-historian
Alvin C. Poweleit, medical doctor and suffrag
ette Sarah M. Siewers, Judge Fred Warren,
noted architects Edward and Christopher Weber
(see Weber Brothers Architects), Judge Otto
Daniel Wolff Sr., noted architect Otto Daniel

Wolff Jr., and novelist Ruth Wolff.

Newport High School was the runner-up state
basketball champion in 1935 and 1954. The school
won two state baseball championships during the
early 1940s, one with Jim Connor as a player. Over
time, the school produced a number of star ath
letes, including right-handed pitcher Tommy
Reis, a major league baseball player, basketball's
John Turner, Ohio State football All-American

Bob White; and army football quarterback Zeke
Zachella.

Cobb, James L. “History of the Public Schools of New
port, Kentucky," MEd thesis, Univ. of Cincinnati,
1939.

The Newportian. Newport, Ky: Newport High
School, 1999. 1999 yearbook.
Newport Independent Schools. “Our History." www

.newportwildcats.org (accessed October 17, 2006).
Reis, Jim. “Newport Public School Heritage,” KP
January 29, 1990,4K.

Newport Steel). Industrial jobs brought large
numbers of immigrants, and the city became dis
tinctively German and Irish (see German Ameri
cans; Irish Americans).

Owning a house rather than renting was possi
ble for a great many families: about 35 percent of
male-headed households owned (or were paying
for) their own homes, and 54 percent of those who
had lived in the city five years or more (for the
period 1870–1874) were home owners. A compara
ble commercial city of similar size at a similar point
in its prosperity (Alexandria, Va., just before the
Civil War) had home-ownership rates half as high
as Newport's. In terms of home ownership, New
port was, comparatively speaking, a "stakeholder
community."
Moreover, Newport home ownership was also
quite equally spread across economic groups. Even
among the least skilled of Newport's residents,
nearly 30 percent owned their own homes, com
pared with 9 percent in Alexandria. Wealth was
also more equitably distributed in Newport than
in Alexandria. There was, to be sure, a great gap
between the wealth of those at the top and those at
the bottom, and the poor did not have much, but
the gap between rich and poor was smaller in New
port and the poor had more.
Home ownership meant fewer moves, a grow
ing association with place, and a sense of belong
ing. These advantages are associated with fuller
participation in community life, including voting.
Perhaps these factors also help explain why in
Newport more people, even those employed in un
skilled and semiskilled occupations, went to the
polls than in Alexandria.
Why was home ownership so widespread in
Newport? Three factors stand out. First, James
Taylor Jr., the founder of Newport, and his family
frequently sold off sections of land platted into
small lots, and the City of Newport quickly ad
justed the city boundaries to take in these sections.
For example, the Buena Vista Addition, named by
Taylor for the great Mexican War victory of his
cousin Gen. Zachary Taylor, was platted into 750
lots, almost all of which were very small, measur
ing 30 by 93 feet.
Second, local builders saw an opportunity to
build very large numbers of modest houses—one
or one-and-a-half-story structures, wood or brick,
with shingle roofs—on these small lots. Henry
Schriver established a carpentry firm on Columbia
St. between Fifth and Sixth Sts. especially for this
type of building, putting up houses of his own de
sign. Thus Newport came to have single-family
homes in large numbers. As a result, sometimes
there were 17 homes on a single block face, as on
the west side of Columbia St. between 10th and
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five building associations in Newport in the early
1870s, each with capital of about a half million dol
lars. Henry Schriver served as treasurer of one of
the two German building associations. Such ar
rangements were also conducted within churches,
especially those associated with the city's large
immigrant populations.
Associations within immigrant groups were
important, for in the 1870s more than a quarter of
all Newport's residents and nearly half of all adults
had been born overseas. The largest groups were
the Germans (one-third of all adults) and the

Irish (one-seventh of all adults). Not surprisingly,
land sales were advertised in both English and
German.

Facilitating homeownership through informal
savings associations was not without its peril, how
ever, as the case of Father Patrick Guilfoyle illus
trates. He was born in Kilkenny, Ireland, immi
grated to the United States at age 25, studied at St.
Thomas Seminary in Bardstown, Ky., and in 1854
was ordained at St. Mary's Catholic Church in
Covington. Three years later he became pastor of
Newport's newly created Immaculate Concep
tion Catholic Church, the city's first English
speaking Catholic congregation, where he under
took to build the church's membership and its
infrastructure. Guilfoyle saw an opportunity to
accomplish his goals using Newport's economic
expansion and land availability; he devised a plan
that would increase parishioners savings, contrib
ute to home ownership for parish members, and
turn a profit with which to build the parish's physi
cal plant. Initially, the plan worked well; by some
estimates Guilfoyle was involved in the building of
more than 500 homes in Newport, and for his par
ish he built not only a rectory, a convent, and
schools but also the beautiful Immaculate Con

ception Catholic Church on Fifth St. between Cen
tral and Columbia Sts. The church was dedicated

in 1873, just in time to witness the panic of that
year, which set off a profound economic depres
sion. Wages were reduced at the iron mills, Swift's
workers went on strike, violence flared, and eco

nomic calamity spread. The parish quickly found

itself in an impossible economic situation. Guil
foyle resigned in November 1874 and left Newport
for Chicago, and many parishioners lost their
hard-won homes.

Newport became a workingman's city not by
accident or because of great social forces but be
cause of the actions and vision of individuals, such

as great landowners like Taylor, self-made entre
preneurs like Schriver, and leaders of community
groups like Guilfoyle. But there was always the
possibility that gains achieved locally could readily
be destroyed by outside forces.

11th Sts.

NEWPORTHOME OWNERSHIP. High rates
of home ownership were a feature of Newport's

early years as a major Ohio River Valley iron and
steel town. With expanding industrial employ
ment in companies such the Swift Iron and Steel
Works, Newport in the early 1870s was a prosper
ous city of more than 15,000 inhabitants (see Steel
and Iron Manufacturing; Andrews Steel Mill;

Workingmen intent on homeownership found
the small, locally designed houses on small lots at
tractive, but there remained the problem of money.
The third factor that made home ownership wide
spread in Newport was that local savings associa
tions served as intermediaries in the purchase of a
lot and the building of a home (see Savings and
Loan Associations). For this purpose there were

City of Newport, Municipal Poll Books, March 2,
1874, Division of Archives and Records, Frankfort,

Kentucky.

City of Newport, Municipal Tax List, 1874, Campbell
Co. Tax Lists, Division of Archives and Records,

Frankfort, Kentucky.
Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky. Otto Zimmerman,
1996.
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Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Thermstrom, Stephen. Poverty and Progress: Social
Mobility in a Nineteenth Century City, Cam
bridge, Mass.: Harvard Univ. Press, 1964.
William's Newport Directory for 1873. Williams,
1873.
Don DeBats

NEWPORT INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS.

Newport has a long history of providing quality
education for its citizens. The tradition began with
the chartering of the Newport Academy in 1798,
and its opening in 1800. The academy was the first

School, likely for James M. Arnold, president of the
Newport Board of Education. In 1847 a state law
was passed authorizing the taxing of real estate to
fund public education. In Newport a property tax
of two cents for every $100 valuation was assessed
to support schools. The date of that legislation is
now used as the official starting date of the modern
Newportindependent public school system.
In 1856 Newport was operating five free
schools and one high school. The progress of pub
liceducation suffered during the Civil War, when
attendance fell, funding suffered, and public inter
est waned. After the war, interest in education was
renewed. Additional schools were built, better

textbooks were provided, and the first meaningful

public school in Northern Kentucky and preceded

effort was made to educate blackchildren.

the first similar academy in Cincinnati by 16 years.
Before 1839 most schools were privately owned
and were usually available only to the elite and
wealthy. Many of those early schools were located
in private homes.
The first "free school" opened in Newport in
1805. Free schools were usually subsidized by
wealthy individuals and were meant to provide ru
dimentary education to children of the poor. A
Professor Blinn, Thomas Lindsey, Ira Root, and

L.T. Hubbard was named the first superinten
dent of Newport Public Schools in 1869. Over the
years, some of the other superintendents have been
A. D. Owens, Ellsworth Regenstein, James L.
Cobb, and the present one, Michael Brandt.
In the fall of 1875, a night school was opened to
accommodate those unable to attend daytime
classes. From 1906 to 1908, military training was
required of all Newport High School boys in a
military unit known as the Hammond Rifles.
By 1900 Newport citizens had a much higher
literacy rate than the rest of the state and the na
tion. In addition to quality schools, a factor that
contributed to the literacy rate was the area's
many newspapers, which were widely read. In
1904 a new 16-room Newport High School
building was built at Eighth and Columbia Sts.

Charles Thornton started the first free school, and

classes were held in rented quarters at Newport's
Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1815a three-story
brick schoolhouse was erected in town between

Eighth and Ninth Sts. on Columbia St. as a perma
nent home for the school.

In 1836 a new, larger school was built in New
port on Central Ave. between Fifth and Sixth Sts.
and was named the Cabot Free School. Only 25
students enrolled that first year; however, enroll
ment more than doubled to 54 the second year. In
about 1890 the name was changed to the Arnold

and a 4-room school at 10th and Patterson Sts.

Weber Brothers Architects designed these two
buildings. A new Arnold School was built as an
addition to the old one and was opened in Sep
tember 1926. Another project undertaken that

year was construction of the York Street School
on 11th St. Two schools became part of the New
port system as a result of annexation: in the 1920s
the Cote Brilliante School, a former county
school at Park and Grand Aves, joined the New
port Schools, as did the Clifton School when
Clifton was annexed by Newport in the 1930s.
Both of those schools left the Newport system in
September 1960; they were consolidated into the
new Mildred Dean School along Grand Ave., ad
jacent to St. Luke Hospital. Arnold School was
razed in 1997 and replaced by a Campbell Co.
Jail complex.
The Newport Independent School district now
operates five schools, with a student population of
about 2,200. In 1980 Newport High School moved
into a new building in the city at 900 E. Sixth St.,
next to the I-471 expressway. Energized by the re
cent renaissance of the city, the high school's staff
has embarked on a five-year plan to improve the
curriculum and services offered.

Cobb, James L. "History of the Public Schools of New
port, Kentucky," M.Ed thesis, Univ. of Cincinnati,
1939.

Newport Independent Schools. "Our History." www
newportwildcats.org (accessed October 17, 2006).
Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890." PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

NEWPORTMINERALWATER COMPANY.

This company, located at 18 E. Sixth St. in New
port, produced and distributed soft drinks long
before the national consolidation of the industry.
The original business was founded in 1886 by
Baron H. Woodbury and Dietrich Theodore
Buschmiller as the Woodbury and Buschmiller
Company; it was sold in 1912 to the Newport
Mineral Water Company. The firm manufactured
soda water, mineral water, and seltzer water and

delivered its products mainly to groceries and
drug stores. The drinks were sold in 6.5-ounce
emerald or white bottles and 24-ounce lightgreen
bottles imprinted with the company name. The
bottles have become collector items. The product
line was expanded to include other soft drinks,
ginger ale, vichy water, litihia water, and similar
carbonated and noncarbonated beverages. Soft
drink flavors included cream soda, Hawaiian

punch, lemon-lime, orange, root beer, and sarsa
parilla. The company seldom had more than eight
employees. For special events, an extra delivery
truck would be loaded and driven to the site of an

outing; it would remain until the truck was out of
stock. Stiff competition from the national brands
began during the early 1950s, and the company
tried to compete by introducing two new drinks
in 12-ounce bottles, "Mr. Newport" and "Thin,"
but the company ceased operations in the sum
mer of 1955. In late August of that year, both the
company's equipment and its real estate were sold
at auction.

"Going Going Gone" KP September 1, 1955, 19.
Reis, Jim. "Records and Memories of Bottling Com
pany Poura Sip of Local History," KP, October 14,
Newport Free School, Fourth St., Newport.

1991, 4K.

NEWPORT PUBLIC LIBRARY

NEWPORT-ON-THE-LEVEE. Newport-on
the-Levee, a 350,000-square-foot regional enter
tainment complex, was the catalyst for the redevel
opment of Newport's Ohio Rivershore. A city-built,
4-level parking garage beneath the development
has capacity for 1,800 vehicles. Newport Aquar
ium was the first venue to open, in May 1999. Al
though the complex had not yet been fully com
pleted, a number of restaurants and shops opened
in fall 2001. Majoranchors include the aquarium, a
two-level Barnes and Noble bookstore, a 20-screen

movie theater (see Movie Theaters), specialty
shops, gourmet and ethnic restaurants (American,
Chinese, Irish, Italian, Japanese, Latin American,
and Turkish), two amusement game centers, and
live performance venues like the Shadowbox
Sketch Comedy and Rock-n-Roll Club and the
Funny Bone Comedy Club. A hotel is planned for
the future. Newport-on-the-Levee is owned by the
Price Group of La Jolla, Calif.
Newport-on-the-Levee www.newportonthelevee
.com/ (accessed June 19, 2008).

Rutledge, Mike “Newport Ties Rebirth to Levee," KP.
July 19, 2001, 1K.

Wood, Roy. "Newport's New Face,” KP, April 7,
2001, 1K.

Thomas S. Ward

activities of the group. Other influential founding

reached a high level of success by the turn of the

members were Allen Dube, local businessman Pe

century.

ter Garrett, and Owen Kramer. All had had exten

sive experience in organizing community events
sponsored either by their local neighborhood as
sociation or by the Newport Citizens Advisory

MITTEE. The beginning of the 1980s was a tu
multuous time in Newport politics. A majority
with a reputation for wanting to reform city gov
ernment was elected to Newport's City Commis
sion in 1970 and then voted out of office in 1979. In

its place was a new majority that supported various
policies of the past, including tolerating the alco
hol and sexually oriented businesses that were
abundant throughout the city. Public conflicts be
tween the new majority and supporters of restrict
ing these businesses became a frequent topic on
local television stations and in the newspapers.
Some citizens were prevented from speaking at
city commission meetings, and when they tried,
they were shouted down by their elected officials.
One particularly vicious verbal attack caught the

media's attention. Neighborhood activist Ian Budd
was an immigrant from England, where he had
been involved in political organizing, and had
been promoting civic events in Newport, includ
ing the city's initial involvement in the tri-state
WEBN fireworks festival. While making a presen
tation for the 1980 event, Budd was attacked by
then Newport commissioner A. J. Tony Warndorf
as a "damn Limey" and a “Communist," who had
no right to speak at commission meetings. Budd
eventually resigned from his post, but the fallout
from this attack, which had been aired on local

television, had a profound influence on the future
direction of Newport politics and government.
The intensity of the political conflict led some
citizen leaders to believe that a new force was

needed to bring stability, civility, and continuity to
Newport government. This desire for a new way
led to the formation of the Newport Political Ac
tion Committee (NEWPAC) in 1981. Budd was

instrumental in forming and directing the early

"Mayor Won't Seek Group's Endorsement," KP
March 17, 1983, 12K.

“New—PAC to Politick." KP, January 29, 1983,2K.
"NEWPAC Has Key Election Role," KP February 14,

Council.
1983, 1R,

Word of the group's formation attracted like
minded citizens from throughout Newport. Mem
bership was open to all citizens and business own
ers in the city. Three officers were elected to plan
the overall strategies for the organization, subject
to approval by the membership. Their purpose was
to develop a policy platform for the future of New
port and to endorse and support those candidates
for city offices who seemed likely to support that
platform.
A questionnaire was developed and sent to
each candidate for office, who was given an oppor
tunity to address the group's membership. Not all
candidates cooperated, but the meetings them
selves were very well attended. Eventually, NEW
PAC decided to endorse Laura Bradley, Steve
Goetz, Tom Ferrara, and Fred Osburg as candi
dates for city commissioner. There was no race for
mayor that year.
While NEWPAC provided no money to any

Michael Whitehead

sources to organize three different citywide flyer
drops before the primary and the general election.
In addition, on election day they provided volun
teers to stand at the exits of the bridges leading
from Cincinnati with signs encouraging citizens
to support the reform group's slate of candidates.

NEWPORT PUBLIC LIBRARY. The Newport
Public Library officially opened on January 16,
1899. By April of that year, the increasing patron
age and circulation numbers at the library necessi
tated the hiring of an assistant librarian. Henrietta
Litzendorff was selected to fill the newly created
position; she remained a faithful employee of the
library for 52 years, eventually becoming the third
and longest-tenured head librarian.
The library's board of trustees next set their
sights on obtaining a grant from the Andrew
Carnegie Foundation to fund the construction
of a new facility. In a letter dated October 10,
1899, board member and Episcopal minister W.
G. McCready solicited Andrew Carnegie, the
Scottish-born philanthropist, for library con
struction funds. The following month, Rev. Mc
Cready was notified that Carnegie had approved
a $20,000 grant, which would finance the build
ing with an auditorium. Though exceedingly
generous, Carnegie's munificence came with a
few stipulations. Grant funds were to be used
solely for building construction, and they would
be disbursed only after library trustees, city offi

All four candidates won.

cials, and citizens had secured a suitable site, ei

candidates, its members did use their human re
NEWPORT POLITICAL ACTION COM

659

-

Once the 1981 election was over, NEWPAC

members took only a limited role in influencing
government policies, leaving that task primarily to
the people they had helped elect. Most members
continued their involvement with their neighbor
hood associations and the Newport Advisory
Council, which continued to have an impact on
the development and execution of new policies for
the city. The commissioners adopted much of
NEWPAC's platform, including restrictions on
adult entertainment and hiring personnel to foster
economic development in the city.
Some tension developed between the four
commissioners and NEWPAC members, mostly

ther through donations or by utilization of pub
lic funds. Carnegie also insisted that, since the
community owned the building, the city's resi
dents had to agree to an annual maintenance
fund pledge equal to at least 10 percent of the to
tal amount he had granted.
Though buoyed by Carnegie's generosity, New
port encountered one of the most frequent prob
lems experienced throughout the country by pre
vious recipients of Carnegie library grants: disputes
over the selection and location of a mutually
agreed-upon site for the new facility. Because New
port had been the first city in Kentucky to receive a
Carnegie library grant, an honor the city did not

over the board's decision to retain Ralph Muss

want to lose, a concerted effort was made to mobi

man as city manager, but by 1983 enough progress
had been achieved that the same four persons plus
candidate Irene Deaton, who had been mayor, were
endorsed and elected. According to newspaper ac

lize a subscription drive to fund the purchase of
land for a building site. In May 1900, a 77-by-66

counts of this election, the reelection of four in
cumbent commissioners was a feat that had not

been accomplished since 1941.
By 1985 many NEWPAC members had de
cided that city government in Newport was on a
good course and that a new spirit of political coop
eration existed. Deciding that NEWPAC's political
services were no longer needed, the group decided
to disband. But the group of candidates that NEW
PAC had supported provided much of the stability
and staff needed to launch the city on its path to
restoration, which began in the 1980s and had

foot lot at the southeast corner of Fourth and Mon

mouth Sts. in Newport was, at last, agreed upon;
the site, which had been offered by U.S. congress
man and Newport native Albert S. Berry, was
purchased for $3,350.
Once this lot at 403 Monmouth St. had been

secured, the building's design and appearance now
had to be decided. The library trustees eventually
selected a simple yet classically elegant Italian
Renaissance facade designed by Cincinnati archi
tects Werner & Adkins.

As the construction phase drew to a close, and
the costs began to exceed original estimates, the
trustees again appealed to Andrew Carnegie for an
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additional funding; a second grant, in the amount
of $6,500, was approved. The library board's cash
shortfall was further alleviated after Newport's
city council passed a resolution allocating $22,650
in funds for library use. The library board's mem
bers were at last able to procure the furnishings
and accoutrements befitting the library's grand ex
terior: interior embellishments included an ornate

spiral staircase leading to the second-floor audito
rium (named Carnegie Hall), a marble-countered
circulation desk framed by twin columns, and
vaulted ceilingsadorned with dentil, egg-and-dart,
and reed moldings.
The new Newport Public Library was dedi
cated on June 25, 1902. At its opening, the library
had a collection of 2,202 volumes; by 1905 the
library's holdings had increased to 6,588 volumes,
of which 191 were in German. Though Newport's
citizenry was comprised of many ethnic back
grounds, especially Irish and Italian, according to
the 1880 census, those claiming German ancestry
formed a large percentage of the city's population.
Newport's embrace of its ethnic diversity was fur
ther evidenced by the library's early efforts to pro
vide racially integrated service to blackpatrons.
Despite ongoing budgetary concerns and fi
nancial shortfalls, by 1928 the Newport Public Li
brary had become a firmly established municipal
institution; that year's annual report noted that
6,527 registered library patrons were provided
with access to 17.534 volumes, amounting to a re
spectable circulation total of 72,908 items. In the
aftermath of the October 1929 U.S. stock market

crash and the subsequent onset of the Great De
pression, the Newport Public Library sought to
serve its dedicated patron base by participating in
the Campbell Co. Association's "make-a-job’ pro
gram, though its effort to employ citizens in a
building renovation project via the federal Works
Progress Administration were denied because the
library's interior had already been painted within
the previous 15 years.
Though the Ohio River floods of 1913 and
1937 exacted a terrible toll from the city and its
residents, the Newport Public Library and its frag
ile contents survived both events. Later, the library
provided a much-needed place to escape the daily
tribulations Newport's citizens encountered
throughout the Great Depression. In March 1941,
the PTA in Bellevue had unsuccessfully attempted
to organize a countywidelibrary system. Later that
year, a decade before the U.S. Congress passed the
Library Services Act to supply funding for the es
tablishment of library services to rural areas, the
Newport Public Library sought to extend borrow
ing privileges to Campbell Co. residents living out
side the Newport city limits. Rural residents of
Campbell Co. could borrow library materials by
paying a one-dollar annual fee and by having their
library card application signed by a Newport prop
erty owner.

Over the next several decades, Newport expe
rienced a substantial outmigration, which, by the
late 1960s, had begun to impact the library's pa
tron base. The formation of the Northern Ken

tucky Regional Library System in 1968 was fol

lowed by renewed efforts to establish a countywide
library district, though initially these efforts were
met with failure. Furthermore, by 1971, Newport's
Public Library, the county's first home of free pub
lic library service, was facing a financial dilemma:
how to pay for costly renovation and moderniza
tion projects with shrinking municipal funds.
In 1976 county officials and residents initiated
a well-organized demonstration project to secure
funds for a multibranch, countywide library
district. Legal concerns and turf issues kept the
Newport Public Library from participating in the
project. The newly formed Campbell Co. Library
Board overcame this difficulty by opening its own
Newport branch within a leased mobile home
unit located at the Newport Shopping Center.
The successful passage of a three-cent library
tax levy in 1978 marked the end of the Newport
Public Library's long-held and closely guarded au
tonomy. The new District Library Board purchased
the contents of the library, though the city main
tained ownership of the building; an arrangement
was made whereby the newly established Camp
bell Co. Public Library System would lease the
Newport Public Library's building from the city
for one dollar per year. Thus, after 76 long and
memorable years, Newport's Carnegie Free Li
brary, as of January 1, 1979, became known as the
Newport Branch of the Campbell Co. Public
Library.
In May 1982, an ordinance was passed by the
Newport City Commission deeding the library
building to the Campbell Co. Library Board in
return for its trustees' compliance with two con

ditions: the first required the county's library
board to complete at least $100,000 worth of im
provements over the next five years; and the sec
ond noted that if the library building on Mon
mouth St. were ever to be sold, all proceeds from
the sale would be allocated for the construction

of new library within Newport. By 1984 initial
improvements had been made, including the pur
chase and paving of an adjacent lot for additional
parking as well as the installation of new stairs
and handrails at the library's main Monmouth St.
entrance. In early 1987, the county library board
approved a major renovation project for the New
port branch; the cost of the aging facility's exten
sive interior and exterior modernization and re

modeling totaled over $260,000 and took two
years to complete.
The automation of the Campbell Co. Public
Library System's card catalog in 1987 precipitated
a technological avalanche that soon over
whelmed the facilities available within Newport's

100th anniversary in April 1999, its future was in
question.

Throughout the remainder of the 1990s and
into the new millennium, rumors abounded re

garding the possible relocation of the Newport
branch library and the potential sale of the Carne
giebuilding at Fourth and Monmouth Sts. In April
2000, the rumors were confirmed when the county
library board of trustees took legal action to secure
a site for a new library facility to belocated at 901 E.
Sixth St. in Newport, near the city's border with
Bellevue. The rectangularbrickstructurethere had
once been an A&P Supermarket and had since be
come the home of the 471 Antique Mall. By Octo
ber 2001 the trustees had successfully acquired the
location.

Despite the interest of other perspective buy
ers, the Carnegie library building's long and inti
mate history with the city of Newport quickly led
to earnest negotiations between the Newport Li
brary Board's trustees and city officials on a selling
price for the historic structure. Meanwhile, in Jan
uary 2003, the Morel Construction Company Inc.,
of Fort Thomas began construction on the $3.8
million, 27,000-square-foot building that would
replace the library on Monmouth St. In July of that
same year, the Newport City Commission and the
Campbell Co. Library's board of trustees agreed
upon a $375,000 selling price for the Carnegie
building, ending nearly a yearanda half of worried
conjecture over its future and returning the build
ing's ownership to the city.

On May 1, 2004, current and former library
staff members of the Newport Public Library gath
ered along with pastandpresent Newportresidents,
faithful library patrons, city officials, and local dig
nitaries for the closing ceremony of the former
Newport Public Library. A half month later, on
May 16th, many of the same faces, along with many
new ones, celebrated the continuation of Newport's
public library service at the grand opening of the
new Newport branch library on Sixth St.
In July 2007, local businessman David Hosea
purchased the old Carnegie library building and
renovated it into the Carnegie Event Center, which
includes a tea room, a reception hall, a museum,
and a giftshop. The facility opened in 2008.
Mueller, Jan. Soul of the City: A Centennial History
of the Newport Public Library. Cincinnati: Spe
cialty Litho, 2004.
“Newport Library Relocating," KE, April 26, 2004,
B1.

“Newport May Buy Old Library Building," KP, March
14, 2000, 3K.

Reis, Jim. “Newport Library Turns Page on Second
Century," KP, April 5, 1999,4K.

9,700-square-foot Carnegie building. By Novem
ber 1997, banks of public-access computers had
been installed throughout all the county's library
branches, and the system's holdings had rapidly
expanded to include compact discs, books on
tape, CD-ROMs, and informational and educa
tional movies on videocassettes and later on

DVDs. As a result, the Newport branch library's
quaint charm no longer camouflaged its sadly
outdated condition. As staff and patrons turned
out to celebrate the Newport branch library's

Janice Mueller
NEWPORT REFORM GROUPS. The reform

group formed in Northern Kentucky during the
early 1960s, known as the Committee of 500, often
receives all the credit for the cleanup of Newport's
casinos and brothels, but efforts to reform New

port extend back all the way to the 1940s. The suc
cess of the Committee of 500 must be seen within

the context of the efforts of these other groups, es

NEWPORT SECOND CLEANUP

pecially the Newport Ministerial Association's So
cial Awareness Committee (SAC).

500, came into being. Its goals, though similar to
those of the SAC in that they wanted to rid New

The first efforts to clean up Newport were usu

port of gambling and vice, were more political and

ally blocked by factions within the gambling busi

secular. Johnson, Wadsworth, and the other area

ness. When the police raided an operation, it was
most likely because one faction had succeeded in
paying offlaw enforcement officials to shut down a
rival. The Newport Civic Association (NCA) was
the best known of early ineffective reform organi
zations. Running under the slogan "Clean Up, Not
Close Up," the NCA was co-opted by the Cleve
land Syndicate in the early 1950s as the NCA was
attempting to rid Newport's gambling establish

businessmen who formed the core of the Com

mittee of 500 wanted to clean up Newport and
Campbell Co. not only for moral reasons, but be
cause they saw how the economy of vice and cor
ruption was hindering Northern Kentucky's eco
nomic future.

By the 1950s Northern Kentucky was fully a
suburb of Cincinnati. Ninety percent of Northern
Kentucky residents commuted across the Ohio

ments of some of their seedier side effects, such as

River for work; Wadsworth, Johnson, and other

prostitution. The NCA was successful only in clos
ing up a few operations temporarily. Real reform

notable because it was the Northern Kentucky re
gion's first truly independent reform group and
because it paved the way for the Committee of 500.
The driving force behind the SAC was Chris
tian Siefried, a postman who was one of the lay

prominent citizens wanted to change that situa
tion. But they had seen efforts to recruit new
businesses and industry stumble because of the
rampant corruption in local politics. Large corpo
rations would not invest in Campbell Co. because
they felt that a political apparatus controlled by the
gambling interests would be hostile to their needs.
Thus, the Committee of 500 focused on cleaning
up Newport not for any altruistic reform purpose,
but because they wanted to replace the political

members of the committee. Under Siefried's lead

economy of gambling and corruption with the po

ership, the SAC focused its attention on gambling
and vice. Despite the group's tenacity—its mem
bers fought continually against gambling for al
most four years—its mission and structure ulti
mately prevented it from accomplishing real
reform. Consisting of likeminded souls from nu
merous Newport Protestant churches, the SAC

litical economy of the modern corporation and
jobs.
In order to accomplish their goal, the Com
mittee of 500 needed to gain control of the politi
cal apparatus. Since their political base was in the
suburbs of Campbell Co., they focused on run
ning a candidate for county, not municipal, office.
They decided on the county sheriff's seat because
that office had broad powers to enforce state and
federal antigambling statutes. Their candidate was
George W. Ratterman, a former football star
who was a real estate lawyer in a prominent Cin
cinnati investment firm. Besides possessing cha

did not occur until the end of the decade, with the

founding of the of the Newport Ministerial Asso
ciation's Social Awareness Committee. The SAC is

followed the tenets of Christian social action,

which argued that the necessary reforms could be
carried out by simply studying a problem and
alerting local officials to its existence.
Two years of study helped Siefried and the SAC
realize that simply alerting local officials would do
no good. Most elected and law enforcement offi
cials were either sympathetic to the gambling in
terests or directly on the “take." The only way truly
to reform Newport was to remove the corrupt offi
cials from office. The SAC attempted to do so, us
ing Kentucky's impeachment system, whereby the
governor appointed a committee to investigate the
offending officials and then have them removed.
In order to pursue the impeachment process,
the SAC needed a lawyer, and this is how the Com
mittee of 500 came into being. Jack Wadsworth,
who was in the road-paving and construction
equipment business, was spurred on by the recent
serious embarrassment that Newport gamblers
had caused him. One of his clients, in town for a

sales convention, had been "rolled" in one of New

port's seedier casinos. Wadsworth approached
Claude Johnson, who sold electrical equipment,
about funding the SAC effort to push for ouster
proceedings.

Johnson had also been watching the SAC from
the sidelines and agreed with Wadsworth that
they should approach their fellow businessmen to
fund the SAC. Johnson thought they should also
form their own group that would be more ex
pressly political in nature. Over the course of the
late winter and spring of 1961, the group Wads
worth and Johnson envisioned, the Committee of

risma and connections, Ratterman was Roman

Catholic, a fact that helped the Committee of 500
enlist the assistance of the county's Catholic
population.
Despite an ill-fated attempt to frame Ratter
man by Tito Carinci and his bosses at the Glenn
Hotel in Newport, Ratterman won the race for
Campbell Co. sheriff in late 1961. Ratterman's
strongest support came from outside of Newport,
especially from supporters in Fort Thomas, the
core of the committee's constituency. Over the
course of his four-year term, Ratterman succeeded
in running most of Newport's small-time casino
operators out of Newport and the rest of Campbell
Co. (the larger operations, run by the Cleveland
Syndicate, had left town voluntarily once they saw
how powerful and serious the reform efforts were).
During the 1960s the Committee of 500 elected
their candidates to the commonwealth attorney
and district judge offices, making sure that the
gambling interests could not return to power and
that illegal gambling would no longer be the center
of the region's economy.
Gioielli, Robert. "Suburbs v. Slot Machines: The Com

mittee of 500 and the Battle over Gambling in

Northern Kentucky," Ohio Valley History 5, no. 2
(Summer 2005); 61–84.
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Shearer, Jason G. “Urban Reform in Sin City. The
George Ratterman Trial and the Election of 1961 in
Northern Kentucky," RKHS 98, no. 4 (Autumn
2000): 343–65.

Williams, Michael L. "Sin City Kentucky: Newport,
Kentucky's Vice Heritage, and Its Legal Extinction,
1920–1991,” master's thesis, University of Louis
ville, 2008.
Robert Gioielli

NEWPORT SECOND CLEANUP. Newport's
so-called second cleanup occurred during the
1980s, when during about a 10-year period, prose
cutors and law enforcement came together to com
batthe town's "Sin City" label, first imposed during
Prohibition. Their contributions ultimately rede
fined Newport's central business core.
In the late 1960s, after organized gambling de
parted Campbell Co. (see Cleveland Syndicate),
elections filled Campbell Co. judgeships and the
Commonwealth attorney's office with men of in
tegrity. But the late 1960s and 1970s also brought
to Newport's central business core a concentration
of adult bars featuring nude and seminude danc
ing, “B-girls,” “XXX" adult theater (see Cinema
X), and the Adult Bookstore, mostly along a five
block stretch of Monmouth St. The “Sin City"
stigma remained. For this Newport problem, the
solution was reached mostly in courtrooms and
hearing chambers, but only after sound law
enforcement investigative efforts and the coming
into office of an intense and aggressive Campbell
Co. attorney in 1978.
Although a few businesses made feeble at
tempts at traditional burlesque, most of the 20 or
so establishments were poor imitations. In those
strip bars, prostitution was the real attraction,
and alcohol was the medium of exchange; these ac
tivities were quite illegal, of course. Cinema X,
owned by an out-of-state concern, and local night
life figure Sammy Wright's Adult Bookstore, both
in the 700 block of Monmouth, contained several

coin-operated "peep show booths" offering sexu
ally explicit movies. Since the booths were large
enough for at least two persons, the Cinema X and
Bookstore offered yet another activity for non
Newport patrons, the usual crowds that clogged
Monmouth at night. Promoting the long-held
myth that adult entertainment was economically
good for Newport, the three-member majority of
the 1980–1981 Newport City Commission turned
a blind eye to the vice that permeated Monmouth
St. and a deaf ear to the citizens groups and the
ministerial association (see Newport Reform
Groups) that pleaded for antivice actions. Anti
vice forces saw hope during 1978 and 1979 when
Newport detective Al Garnick's investigative
teams began to show results through raids and
prosecutions, but the antireform three-member
majority did not support those efforts in 1980–

1981. The two reform-minded minority members,
Mayor Irene Deaton and commissioner Steven
Goetz, tried to “stay the course," unaware that
someone had, in fact, heard the appeals and was
quietly preparing to act forcefully and with a per
sistence that the vice purveyors could not have
expected.
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County attorney Paul Twehues began in April
1980 to act aggressively against vice along Mon
mouth. He was assisted by his associates Bill
Schoettelkotte, Justin Verst, and Bill Wehr; the

Kentucky State Police; the Campbell Co. Police;
and later, when the City Commission majority did
not impede them, the Newport Police. Over the
next 24 months, the Cinema X was raided and con

victed seven times with obscenity violations. The
Adult Bookstore was targeted and tried for obscen
ity violations as well. By early 1982 both establish
ments, the chief marketers of obscenity and two
stark symbols of the “sin” in Newport's "Sin City”
nickname, were permanently closed.
Undercover detectives with the Kentucky State
Police and, later, with the Newport Police, con
ducted antiprostitution campaigns inside the bars,
and state and local liquor law infractions were in
vestigated; offending license holders were prose
cuted. Prostitution convictions, if there were

enough of them, permitted sanctions against li
quor license holders, which were effected by New
port's liquor administrator, Michael Whitehead
(hired in 1982), or by county attorney Twehues
through civil lawsuits. Twehues and his assistant
Justin Verst brought civil suits against strip bars
under a little-known act that allowed a circuit

judge to declare a business a “house of prostitu
tion" based upon the number of prostitution con
victions, closing the establishment for up to a year.
Closures placed the businesses license and zoning
status in jeopardy. Because of these and similar
measures by the city and by Twehuess office, the
number of undesirable establishments began to
shrink as strip bar owners foolishly tried to chal
lenge the resolve of city administrators, police, and
prosecutors.

Mayor Deaton and commissioner Goetz's per
sistence was rewarded in 1982, when the City
Commission was populated entirely by reform
minded individuals. The commission promptly
enacted Newport's first anti-nude dance ordi
nance in October of the same year. Drafted by new
city attorney Wil Schroder and his staff, and pat
terned after a U.S. Supreme Court decision from
New York (New York State Liquor Authority v.
Dennis Bellanca, dba The Main Event, et al.,

1981), the ordinance forbade any further nude
dancing in Newport establishments having liquor
licenses. The ordinance was immediately chal
lenged through the state and federal court systems.
The U.S. Supreme Court ultimately upheld the
Newport ordinance in the case of City of New
port, Kentucky v. Nicholas A. Iacobucci, dba
Talk of the Town, et al., 1987. Newport's ordi

which applied only to businesses having liquor
licenses. Help came when the U.S. Supreme Court
decided the case of Glen Theatre, Inc. v. Michael

Barnes, Prosecuting Attorney of St. Joseph
County, Indiana, 1991. Ironically, the Glen The
atre could trace corporate ownership to the group
that had owned Newport's former Cinema X.
Holding that a state or local government may
prohibit public nudity regardless of whether li
quor was involved, concurring justice David
Souter reminded cities that adverse "secondary

hill behind the center indicates the volume of

businesses were valid considerations when con

earth-moving that was necessary. That hill had to
be scraped level for the pad on which the center
rests. Adjacent residents still recall the blasting
that was needed to carve out the site. Immediately,
the Newport Shopping Center was where thou
sands shopped. It had a JCPenney department
store, Kroger and Albers supermarkets, a Wal
greens drugstore, a Western Auto, a Richman
Brothers men's clothing store, a Woolworth's five
and-dime store, a Martin's women's clothing

templating zoning and other legislation. City at
torney Mike Schulkens, a skilled trial lawyer ac
customed to exploiting legal opportunities
afforded by court decisions, who once had repre
sented adult-entertainment owners, quickly
prompted city manager James Parsons and other
city leaders to fashion zoning and other laws to
take advantage of the Barnes case. Newport's
dancers' costumes became more conservative,

and the number of strip bars, if they could be
termed such anymore, numbered only three by
the late 1990s. The “Sin City" label became as
signed to history.
Newport's current model-community status is
attributed to the economic vision of former city
leaders such as Laura Long (economic director),
mayor Irene Deaton, commissioner Steven Goetz,
and Philip G. Ciafardini (finance director and city
manager), to name a few, and many dedicated
Newport citizens who struggled to maintain their
neighborhoods. Today, families stroll unhesitat
ingly in Newport, day or night, to enjoy a town that
has always been there but was for years concealed
under the “Sin City” veneer.
City of Newport, Kentucky v. Nicholas A. Iacobucci,
dba Talk of the Town, et al., 479 U.S. 92, 107 S.Ct.
383,93 L. Ed.2d 334 (1986).
Glen Theatre, Inc. v. Michael Barnes, Prosecuting
Attorney of St. Joseph County Indiana, et al., 501
New York State Liquor Authority v. Dennis Bel
lanca, dba The Main Event, et al., 452 U.S., 714,
101 S.Ct. 2599,69 L. Ed.2d 357 (1981).

Williams, Michael L. “Sin City Kentucky: Newport,
Kentucky's Vice Heritage, and Its Legal Extinction,
1920–1991,” master's thesis, University of Louis

Carothers Rd. In front of the center was a car wash

operated by former Campbell Co. sheriff Al Howe,
and many youngsters played their first round of
miniature golf at the course there. There were
amusement rides at the Kissel Brothers' Playland
next to Walgreens, and carnivals, square dancing,
and other entertainment productions—including
for a time Newport's ItalianFest—used the shop
ping center's parking lot as a venue. In the 1960s a
bowling alley, Walt's Center Lanes, was added next
to the Western Auto, and later a separate addition
offive stores was placed south of the bowlinglanes.
In late 1966 the center expanded eastward down
Carothers Rd., anchored originally by an Ontario's
discount store. Today the major tenants of that
Market.

Shifting demographics have impacted the cen
ter. Gone are many of the shopping center's origi
nal tenants, including the JCPenney department
store. A Bob Evans Restaurant sits where minia

ture golf was once played. Walgreens has moved to

ville, 2008.
an outer location at the corner of Carothers and
Mike Williams

NEWPORT SHOPPING CENTER. The first

modern outdoor shopping plaza of its type in
Northern Kentucky, Newport Shopping Center is
(U.S. 27) in Newport. It formally opened amid
much fanfare on Thursday February 2, 1956, with
more than 30 stores, though some stores had al
ready opened, and others came a little later. Pages
of advertisements and publicity in local newspa
pers preceded this gala event. The center was devel
oped by Cleveland-based Sanford Homes Inc. and
constructed by the Harrison Construction Com
pany on the property of the Schuerman family's

rendered their liquor licenses to resume nude
dancing, thereby avoiding the Bellanca decision
and the Newport antinudity ordinance, both of

patterns changed as car after car passed through
nearby Cote Brilliante from Dayton and Belle
vueen route to the centervia the newly constructed

lower section are Sears Hardware and Remke

similar legislation.
Throughout the 1980s, some adult entertain

criminal infractions occurred, but some bars sur

store, an American National Bank, a Hart Hard
ware, and a Carter's Drive-In Restaurant. Traffic

U.S. 560, 111 S.Ct. 2456, 115 L.Ed.2d 504 (1991).

located where Carothers Rd. meets Alexandria Pk.

ment businesses survived, but their numbers

storm tunnel beneath, which carries the waters of

the West Fork of Duck Creek. The exposed shaved

effects" on communities near adult-entertainment

nance became a model for other cities that wanted

continued to shrink. Mike Whitehead, the police,
and Twehues's office continued the pressure when

dairy farm. The site had once been considered for
the St. Luke Hospital (East). The budget for land
and construction was $2.5 million, including 1,500
parking spots on 33 acres, but the final cost came
in at nearly $3 million, with almost 3,000 parking
spots. It was this seemingly endless supply of avail
able parking that differentiated the modern shop
ping center from previous forms of retail. Exten
sive site work was required because of the large

Alexandria Pk., away from the end position in the
shopping center that it formerly held. In recent
years, the remodeling of storefronts has brought
new businesses to the center. In 1991 Morris Wak

ser, the Cleveland developer who inspired the
Newport Shopping Center, died. His family con
tinues to own and manage the center under the
name of American Diversified Developments Inc.
KP week of January 30, 1956. Stories and opening
day announcements.
Reis, Jim. “Newport Center Led the Way," KP August
26, 2002, 4K.

— "Shopping Center a First.” KP, September 20,
2004, 8K.
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dling furnaces, manufactured steel rails and
plates. E. L. Harper, a pig-iron merchant and a
founder of the local Fidelity National Bank, pur
chased the company in 1880. After a $10 million
wheat deal failed, the bank closed, the Swift plant
closed, and Harper was sent to prison. In 1887 the
Swift company sold its supplies and materials to
Henry A. Shriver, who, with his partner, Adam
Wagner, organized the Newport Iron and Steel
Company. In 1889 John Trapp, Joseph Weingart
ner, and Carl Wiedemann purchased the
company and changed its name to the Newport
Rolling Mill. Wiedemann died the following year,
and the company was sold again to Col. Joseph
and A. L. Andrews in 1890. The Andrewses, who

Square dancing at Newport Shopping Center in the late 1950s in front of JCPenney

also operated an iron roofing and corrugating op
eration, the Globe Iron Roofing and Corrugating
Company locally, purchased the mill to supply
steel sheets for their roofing products. In 1905 the

NEWPORT

grounds of a former horseracing track, to produce

Andrews Steel Mill was built in Wilder on the
SILK

MANUFACTURING

COMPANY. This firm, which made all types of
superior handkerchiefs and other quality silken
goods, began in October 1844 in Newport, as one
of the first operations of its kind in the United
States. It was started by William B. Jackson and his
partner, a man named Brothers. Before October
1846, Jackson had already obtained and subse
quently lost a second partner, John Orme. The silk
that was manufactured came from silkworms

raised at first in Kentucky and later in Ohio around
the Marietta area. The raw material was spun and
woven at the Newport plant, which paid four dol
lars per bushel for high-quality silkworm cocoons.
A challenge faced by the business was that the sup
ply of raw material was inadequate to keep up with
the demand for the product. Handkerchiefs sold
for $1.25 each, and silk products were sold as
quickly as they were made. In 1852 Richard
Southgate, who had become involved in the busi
ness, accepted a medal at the New York Crystal
Palace Exhibition at New York City "for produc
tion and general excellence for silk made from co
coons," on behalf of the company. The business
was in operation as late as 1889 and continued into
the early 1900s under the name Campbell Co. Silk
Culture and Manufacturing Company.

1,100. Newport Steel Corporation is managed and
operated by the parent company NS Group Inc.,
which also owns Koppel Steel in Ambridge, Pa. In
1990 the NS Group was listed on the New York
Stock Exchange. Newport Steel manufactures
seamless and welded tubular steel products that
are used primarily for oil and natural gas drilling
by energy companies when they explore for and
produce oil or natural gas, both onshore and off
shore. The tubing is used to carry oil and natural
gas to the surface. Most customers are located in
the United States and Canada.

The modern company sits partially on the
same site as the Swift Iron and Steel Works,

founded in 1867 by Alexander Swift in the West
End of Newport. The Swift company employed
more than 5,000 people, mostly from that side of
town, and was the city's largest employer at the
time. Swift Iron and Steel Works, with 32 pud

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.
Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
"History," KSJ, April 13, 1889, 1.
"Silk Factory." LVR, April 20, 1844, 3.

NEWPORTSTEEL. On April 15, 1981, fourper.
sons who had been employed in managerial posi
tions at the recently closed Interlake Steel Plant in
Newport formed the Newport Steel Corporation.
The company's office is located on W. Ninth St. in
Newport, and the plant itself is sprawled over 250
acres in both Newport and Wilder, along the Lick
ing River. Included are two welded-pipe mills, a
river-barge facility, machine and fabricatingshops,
and storage and repair facilities, all served by CSX
rail sidings. The production buildings occupy
about 675,000 square feet, and the current staff in
cluding hourly and salaried employees, exceeds

Newport Steel, Wilder

ingots that were rolled into sheet bars for the roll
ing mill. Mule carts loaded by hand were used to

haul pig iron and scrap to the furnaces. During
World War I, the demand for steel increased, and

five more open-hearth furnaces were built. The
Andrews Steel Company also owned the Hardy
Burlington Coal Mine.
The Andrews Steel Company was sold 12 times
between theyears 1943 and 1981. Herman Schriver
bought it for $5 million in 1943; subsequent own
ers included, among others, the International De
trola Company, a man named Wolfson, and the
Acme Steel Company, which purchased it in 1956.
In 1964 the Acme Steel Company merged with In
terlake Steeland assumed the Interlake name. Dur

ing contract negotiations in 1980, Interlake closed
the Wilderplant. The plant reopened in 1981 under
the name of the Newport Steel Corporation. In
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NEWS ENTERPRISE (LUDLOW)

2006 the Canadian firm of IPSCO Inc. purchased
the Newport Steel Corporation for about $1.46
billion.

Paeth, Greg. "Steel Maker to Buy NSGroup," KP Sep
tember 12, 2006, 1A.

Jeanne Greiser

NEWSENTERPRISE (LUDLOW). The News
Enterprise, originally called the Ludlow News,
was a newspaper published in Ludlow for about
54 years, beginning December 11, 1936. The edi
tor of the Ludlow News had also created the lo
cal Dixie News. In 1940 the Ludlow News

merged with the competing Dixie Enterprise,
and the name was changed to the News Enter
prise. During World War II, one Ludlow resi
dent, Mary Schrage, became well known for
sending weekly issues of the News Enterprise to
soldiers from the local region who were stationed
worldwide.

The longtime editor of the News Enterprise
was August “Gus” Sheehan of West Covington,
who served many years as a Kentucky state senator
representing Bromley, Covington, Ludlow, and
Villa Hills. When first published, the paper covered
other areas as far south as Florence, Ky., in addition
to Ludlow. However, early on the News Enterprise
began concentrating on Ludlow and its surround
ing area. Sheehan wrote a weekly column called
Editor's Corner. Local news was covered, and reg
ular features included sections for letters to the edi

tor and births, as well as two regular columns:
Agree or Not, by S. C. Van Curon, and Looking
Ahead, by Dr. George S. Benson, president of the
National Education Program. The paper, published
in a building on Elm St. in downtown Ludlow,
found a dependable supply of advertisers for each
issue. Sheehan sold the News Enterprise in 1988 to
Steppingstone Publications, which issued its first
edition on June 22, 1988. In 1991 Steppingstone
Publications was purchased by the Recorder
Newspapers, and the News Enterprise ceased
operation.
“Legend Gus Sheehan Dies—Veteran Legislator,
Lawyer, and Publisher." KE, October 31, 2000,
B1B,

“News Enterprise,” Ludlow News Enterprise, April
25, 1957, 2.

“The Old and the New," Ludlow News Enterprise,
November 4, 1965, 7.

“Suburban Recorder Papers Bought," KP, January 9,
1991, 8K.

Robert Schrage

vertiser: "The superiority which newspapers seem
to possessover other methods of diffusing political
or practical knowledge among the people, has oc
casioned an extraordinary multiplication of them
in this country over the last 25 years. From their
uncommon cheapness, their pages are made acces
sible to every individual, however humble and in
digent. Thousands of worthy freemen are conse
quently instructed and benefited by this means,
who would otherwise be doomed to a life of per
petual ignorance."
The newspaper business in Northern Kentucky
typified that of the entire country—newspapers
sprouted, struggled, merged, and often folded. A
list of "all newspapersever published," compiled in
1994 for the Kentucky Press Association by Uni
versity of Kentucky librarians, listed 166 newspa
pers in the 11 counties of Northern Kentucky. The
list may include duplicates, since some newspapers
changed names, and it certainly omits some for
example, absent from the list are at least five
German-language newspapers that, according to
Kentucky Post reporter Jim Reis, were published
in Covington and Newport in the 1800s. Today,
with the mass media everywhere, readers have
turned away from newspapers to watch television,
listen to the radio, or surf the Internet, and news

papers are shrinking or failing. Fewer than two
dozen newspapers circulated in Northern Ken
tucky in 2006. The Sunday Challenger, a weekly
based in Covington, ran only 19 months, publish
ing its last edition in February 2006.
The first newspaper in Kentucky was the Ken
tucke Gazette, published in Lexington in 1787,

before Kentucky was a state. The earliest newspa
per in Northern Kentucky and the third in the

state, the Mirror, began in 1797 in Washington, a
city later annexed by Maysville that was important
because of its location on the Maysville Rd., a key
thoroughfare for pioneers. Images of some ragged
18th-century editions of the Mirror are preserved
on microfilm at the University of Kentucky, the
pages reflecting early Kentucky life. There was slav
ery: in the Mirror of June 28, 1799, a slaveholder
offered $6 to anyone who returned “a Negro man
named Billy, about five feet eight inches high,
twenty-six years of age, of a pleasing countenance.”
There were also American Indians: “Several re

ports have been in circulation respecting hostili
ties on the part of the Indians, which have occa
sioned some degree of alarm among the frontier
settlers," the editor wrote on May 31, 1799.
Like other newspapers of the time, the Mirror
printed much news copied from other papers,
some of it from abroad and some of it weeks old. It

NEWSPAPERS

IN

NORTHERN

KEN

did not matter to readers; historians believe that

TUCKY. In pioneer days, newspapers were the
only mass medium. They were read, reread, and
passed from hand to hand so often that they fell
into tatters. Many were lost to history, but they
were essential for a young country to form its re
publican culture. John Nerone, in The Culture of
the Press in the Early Republic: Cincinnati,
1793–1848, quoted an editor's boast in the June 23,
1818, Cincinnati Inquisitor and Cincinnati Ad

isolated, early settlers in small towns already knew
the local news and were eager to learn of happen
ings elsewhere. What local news there was often

took the form of advertisements; in Maysville it
was common to see ads offering huge parcels of
land for sale. One notice in the Mirror, for exam

ple, advertised 7,000 acres in Pendleton Co., noting
that the owner would take “Negros, horses or pro
duce in payment." It also declared the property's

title to be “indisputable,” an important point at a
time when competing claims for property regu
larly led to litigation.
The earliest newspapers also filled their pages
with verbatim laws, speeches, minutes, and govern
ment reports; "official” newspapers were awarded
government contracts for this purpose. They often
were owned by alone printer-editor-publisher who
reprinted news from steamship captains, other
newspapers, and government documents. Report
ers did not exist yet. In Cincinnati, newspaper arti
cles by reporters began to appear after about 1815,
but by the 1840s, Cincinnati papers routinely em
ployed reporters. South of the Ohio River the same
trend likely was seen, and it meant newspapers had
begun to take their modern form. Unlike modern
papers, however, newspapers of the mid-19th cen
tury still printed fiction, poetry, and letters from
people using assumed names, and newspapers
proudly allied themselves with a political party.
Some printed pointed and personal attacks about
rivals. In fact, Kentucky editors were not infre
quently challenged to duels; many editors in the
early days of Kentucky journalism carried arms.
By 1824 the United States had 598 newspapers,
and Kentucky had 18. Soon the numbers exploded,
as the invention of steam-powered presses in 1830s
sped news into print. A hand press could make
about 250 newspapers an hour, but a steam press
could make more than 1,000. In the late 1840s,

newspapers became linked by telegraph, with al
most instantaneous transmission of highly con
densed news—and much more of it than was previ

ously available. Because telegraphed news was
expensive, papers would proudly note in their
headlines when news came “By Telegraph."
By the middle of the 19th century, even small
towns in Kentucky had three or four newspapers
competing for news and advertisements. Some of
them had begun printing more than once a week,
even daily in some cases. In a speech to historians
on August 11, 1887, William Henry Perrin noted
that the first daily in Kentucky (and in the entire
West), the Public Advertiser, edited by Scott Co.
native Shadrach Penn, was printed April 4, 1826, in
Louisville. Records are scanty, but the first daily
in Northern Kentucky may have been the Coving
ton Daily, which lasted only 16 days in 1844. Oth
ers soon followed. The abolitionist movement's

Registerspawned a controversial daily on March 7,
1850; the Newport and Covington Daily News.
That paper's office was burned to the ground Octo
ber 10, 1851, almost killing its feisty editor, Wil
liam S. Bailey, and his family, who lived in the
building, Bailey later started another paper, named
the Free South, but a mob threw its printing press
in the Ohio River in 1858.

By the late 1800s, Cincinnati's current dailies,

the Enquirer and the Post, which later grew to
dominance, had added Northern Kentucky edi
tions. James E. Scripps bought the Cincinnati
Penny Paper, and his brother Edward W. Scripps
took over the paper and renamed it the Cincinnati
Post in 1881. He set up an office in Covington to
put out the Kentucky edition of the paper on Sep

NICHOLSON

NEWSPAPERS IN NORTHERN KENTUCKY

Newspaper

Owner

Dailies

Kentucky Enquirer

Gannett Inc., McLean, Va.

Kentucky Post
Maysville Ledger Independent

E. W. Scripps Inc., Cincinnati
Lee Enterprises Inc., Davenport, Iowa

Weeklies

Bracken County News

Bay Publishing
Landmark Community Newspapers,
Shelbyville, Ky.

Carrollton News-Democrat

Grant County News
Grant County Express
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husband, Gene Clabes, now a journalism professor
and formerly a publisher of the Community Re
corder Newspapers; Nick Clooney of Maysville, a
print and television journalist for more than 50
years; Martha Purdon Comer, a reporter, col
umnist, and editor of the Maysville Daily Inde
pendent and the Ledger Independent, Ollie M.
James, a popular columnist and the chief editorial
writer for the Cincinnati Enquirer; and Vance H.
Trimble, a Pulitzer-Prize-winning reporter and a
demanding former editor of the Kentucky Post.
Best, Edna Hunter. Historic Washington Kentucky.
1st ed., 1944. Reprint, Maysville, Ky. Limestone
Chapter of the DAR, 1971.

Owenton News-Herald
Falmouth Outlook

Gallatin County News
Community Press/Community Recorder Newspapers

Delphos Herald Inc., Delphos, Ohio
Denny Warnick

Blanchard, Margaret A., ed. History of the Mass Me
dia in the United States: An Encyclopedia. Lon
don: Fitzroy Dearborn, 1998.
CJ, August 7, 1875, 3.

Clark, Thomas D. A History of Kentucky. Lexington,
Gannett Inc., McLean, Va.

Alexandria Recorder

Ky: John Bradford Press, 1960.
. The Rural Press and the New South. Baton

Boone County Recorder
Boone Community Recorder
Campbell Community Recorder
Campbell County Recorder
Community Recorder
Erlanger Recorder

Rouge. Louisiana State Univ. Press, 1948.

Evans, Herndon J. The Newspaper Press in Ken
tucky. Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1976.
“Gary Webb, 49, Former Reporter for the Post," KP
December 13, A10.

Hetzel, Dennis. “A Letter to Our Readers,” KE, Au
gust 27, 2006, 1B.

Florence Recorder

“Lands for Sale in the State of Kentucky," Mirror, May
Fort Thomas Recorder
31, 1799, 3.

Kenton Community Recorder
tember 15, 1890. In 1891, what was then named the

Messick, Hank. Interview by Lew Wallace and Frank
Steely, July 14, 1979, Archives, Northern Kentucky
Univ., Highland Heights, Ky.

than 70 of Kentucky's 90 newspapers were weeklies.
The Kentucky legislature once considered paying
for this kind of paper, a weekly "country paper," for
every family, to combat illiteracy in the state.
While Northern Kentucky has along tradition
of community newspapering, it has had little hard
hitting, investigative reporting. In the 1930s and

other media. “The number of daily newspapers de
clined an average of one per month in about the last
70 years of the [20th] century," noted the History of
the Mass Media in the United States: An Ency
clopedia. The Internet, the newest mass medium,
peeled more readers away from newspapers. New
technology caused layoffs: when the computer
entered newsrooms in the 1970s, reporters and edi
tors began to take on work formerly done by print
ers. Corporate owners, emphasizing profit, cut
staffing. The Cincinnati/Kentucky Post's 188,000
circulation in 1997 fell to about 42,000 by 2004; it

for decades afterward, Newport possessed a “Sin

reduced staff four times between 2000 and 2006

“Southgate Accused of Fraud," Yankee Doodle Extra,

City" reputation for its open gambling and prosti
tution abetted by organized crime. Stories about

and stopped publishing altogether on December
31, 2007. Nevertheless, the Kentucky Enquirer's
editor wrote in August 2006 that his newspaper
had added 2,000 subscribers in two years. The pa
per launched www.nky.com in November 2005,
where it also published news from the Post and

Towles, Donald B. The Press of Kentucky, 1787–1994.
Frankfort: Kentucky Press Association, 1994.
Trimble, Vance H. The Astonishing Mr. Scripps: The
Turbulent Life of America's Penny Press Lord.

Kentucky Post was delivered to Northern Ken
tucky homes wrapped around the Cincinnati
Post. In Northern Kentucky and elsewhere, how
ever, weeklies outnumbered dailies. In 1872 more

the crackdown that forced out the mob were fol

lowed doggedly by Hank Messick of the Louisville
Courier Journal in the 1960s. In an interview by
two Northern Kentucky University professors on
July 14, 1979, Messick blamed the local press for
allowing the situation to continue, saying, “If those
Cincinnati papers had done their job, then they
would never have had Newport.” Later, when the
Beverly Hills Supper Club in Southgate burned,
killing 167, the Pulitzer Prize in 1978 went to the
Courier-Journal for coverage of both the fire and
the lax enforcement of state fire codes. Gary Webb
was perhaps Northern Kentucky's best-known in

vestigative reporter in the 1970s and early 1980s,
but the stories that earned him fame were written

after he left the Kentucky Post for the San Jose
Mercury News in San Jose, Calif.
In the latter part of the 20th century, newspa
pers began to suffer, as readers abandoned them for

from WCPO television.

Prominent reporters and editors made their
homes in Northern Kentucky. These included
Latonia-born Robert S. Allen, who, with Drew

Pearson, wrote the Washington, D.C., column
Washington Merry-Go Round; Clay Wade Bai
ley, the "dean of Kentucky journalists" who cov
ered state government for the Kentucky Post and
for whom an Ohio River bridge is named; Wil
liam R. Burleigh, a former editor of the Cincin
nati Post and the Kentucky Post and chairman of
the board of the E. W. Scripps Company, who re
tired to a Boone Co. farm; Judy Clabes, a former
editor of the Kentucky Post and president and
CEO of the Scripps Howard Foundation, and her

Nerone, John. The Culture of the Press in the Early
Republic: Cincinnati, 1793–1848. New York: Gar
land, 1989.

Reis, Jim. “Campbell's Largest City Named for British
Explorer." In Pieces of the Past, by Jim Reis, vol. 1.
Covington, Ky. Kentucky Post, 1988.
. “A Host of Papers Deliver News to Northern

Kentucky." In Pieces of the Past, by Jim Reis, vol. 1.
Covington, Ky., Kentucky Post, 1988.
Share, Allen J. Cities in the Commonwealth: Two

Centuries of Urban Life in Kentucky. Lexington:
Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1944.
“Six Dollars Reward,” Mirror, June 28, 1799, 3.
June 17, 1840, 4.

Ames: Iowa State Univ. Press, 1992.

Venable, W. H. Beginnings of Literary Culture in
the Ohio Valley: Historical and Biographical

Sketches. 1891. Available at Kentuckiana Digital
Library. http://kdlkyvl.org/.
“Washington, May 31,” Mirror, May 31, 1799, 3.
Mary Carmen Cupito

NICHOLSON. Regardless of what the “Nichol.
son City Limit” welcome signs imply, Nicholson,
Ky., is not an actual city. It is an unincorporated
community located in south-central Kenton Co.
at the crossroads of Taylor Mill Rd. (Ky. St. Rt. 16)
and Madison Pk. (Ky. St. Rt. 17). According to tra
dition, Nicholson owes its name to Maysville, Ky.,
native Dr. Henry C. Nicholson, a distinguished
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NICHOLSON, HENRY C.

inventor and electrician who lived in the vicinity.
In 1879 Henry Nicholson lost a patent dispute
with Thomas A. Edison over the quadruplex tele

credit for the invention. Physically, mentally, and
financially eroded by the years-long patent dis
pute with the far more influential Edison, Nichol

graph, an innovation that enabled the sending of

son was forced to sell his home in Ohio and relo

multiple simultaneous messages over a single
telegraph line. Until the late 1800s, the Nicholson
area was called California. The name change to

Nicholson likely occurred to avoid confusion
with California, Ky., in eastern Campbell Co.
Nicholson was a rural farm community well into
the 20th century.
Since World War II, however, suburbaniza

tion has crept into the area. The number of farms
in Nicholson has decreased, replaced by a few sub
divisions and several modern single-family homes
set on large lots. Its relative isolation from Kenton

cate to Kentucky before the dispute was settled.

1908, 1.

“No 1908 Crop,” Falmouth Outlook, April 10, 1908, 4.

ton Co., in 1896 and was buried in the Indepen
dence Cemetery in Independence. The town of
Nicholson, where he died, reportedly was named

“Aged Inventor Dead." KP, May 1, 1896,8.

“Nicholson vs. Edison–Quadruplex Telegraphing."
Chicago Daily Tribune, May 5, 1879, 3.
Reis, Jim. “What's In a Name?" KP, June 5, 1995, 4K.

Greg Perkins
NICHOLSON, HENRY C. (b. June 18, 1824,

Maysville, Ky.; d. May 1, 1896, Nicholson, Ky.) A
Civil War surgeon, a local physician, and an in
ventor, Henry Clay Nicholson, MD, was the son of
Thomas and Annah Boon Nicholson and the

grandson of Jacob Boone. He married Mary
Askren, with whom he had eight children, includ
ing the prominent Boone Co. builder George

Bernie Spencer
NINTH

“Aged Inventor Dead, KP May 1, 1896,8.
The Edison Papers. http://edison.rutgers.edu/ (ac
cessed December 31, 2005).

Nicholson, James B. Nicholson, Bruner and Getz

ST.

METHODIST

EPISCOPAL

CHURCH. The Ninth St. Methodist Episcopal
(M.E.) Church of Covington, established in the
early 1800s, originally met in a small building at

Family History. Philadelphia, 1930.

Second and Scott Sts. Several church members be

“What's in a Name?" KP, June 5, 1995, 4K.

gan to sponsor weekly prayer meetings and wor
ship sessions in hopes of inspiring the local Afri
can American community to continue to resist
racial segregation and daily discrimination. These
objectives were pursued more intensively during

Amber L. Benson

Kenton Co. since the 1960s. Nicholson retains a

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
“Library Sites Considered,” CE, March 30, 2004, 3C.

Warsaw Independent, May 11, 1907, 3.

for him.

Co.'s expanding cities has protected Nicholson

ment in the area.

March 26, 1908, i.

“Nocturnal Visitors,” Maysville Bulletin, March 26,

He died at his home in Nicholson, southern Ken

from the annexation boom that has beset central

rural ambiance; however, the pace of change is in
creasing. The planned reconstruction of Ky. St,
Routes 16, 17, and 536 should spur more develop

Nall, James O. The Tobacco Night Riders of Kentucky
and Tennessee. Kuttawa, Ky. McClanahan, 1991.
"Night Riders Burn Covington Warehouse,” KP.

NIGHT RIDERS. The Night Rider movement
began in Northern Kentucky around 1904 as a re
sult of a tobacco trust, or monopoly, which paid
tobacco farmers less and less for their crops. Be
cause there were virtually no other buyers, “the
Trust," led by James B. Duke (later of Duke Univer.
sity and Duke Power fame), reached a point where
it was paying farmers less for their crop than their
costs to grow it.

As the number of farmers rebelling against
the trust increased, they united in forming the
American Society of Equity, or ASE. The ASE
urged farmers either not to raise tobacco or, if
they raised it, not to sell it. There was a small crop
in 1907, but in 1908 there was virtually no burley
tobacco raised. "Do not raise tobacco, but raise

H__l with the tobacco trust," urged the Carroll
ton News, as quoted in the Falmouth Outlook.
Neighbors were strongly encouraged to join the
movement. Rallies in various communities drew

large crowds to support the ASE. Augusta had a
parade of 5,000 men supporting the cause in

Pendleton Nicholson. Although Henry Nicholson

1908. Social pressures to join were enormous,

was born and died in Kentucky, he spent most of
his adult life in Mount Washington, Ohio, on the
east side of Cincinnati, where he practiced medi
cine and spent his spare time working on changes
and improvements in electric telegraphy. Fre
quently described as an eccentric, Nicholson co
invented several types of hermetically sealed fruit
and biological specimen jars. His most important
invention, however, was the quadruplex telegraph,
a major step forward in the field of electric telegra
phy. Using the principles of positive and negative
electric polarity, Nicholson devised a type of tele
graph that could send two messages over a single
wire at the same time. Previously only one mes
sage could be sent at a time. Almost simultane
ously, renowned inventor Thomas Edison was
working on a similar device that he had patented,
and along, bitter dispute ensued in the U.S. Patent
Office about who had come up with the idea first.
Because Nicholson had invented a new telegraphic
alphabet (which never came into use) before in
venting the quadruplex, with which it was to be
used, Nicholson was finally, about 1885, given

and masked men riding in the night, while not
endorsed by the official organization, enforced
compliance by vandalism, arson, murder, and
other violence. The Night Riders, the lawbreak
ing element of the organization, were officially
disavowed.

Plant beds were scraped, salted, or sown with

clover by the Night Riders. Empty graves were
dug as threats. Barns and tobacco warehouses
were burned in at least Augusta, Brooksville,
Carrollton, Covington, Germantown, Maysville,
Owenton, Sanders, and Walton. The election of

Augustus Willson as governor of Kentucky
(1907–1911) and his use of National Guard troops,
along with a U.S. Supreme Court decision against
Night Rider activities, finally put an end to the
Night Riders.
"A.S. of E. Rally at Fair Grounds,” Falmouth Outlook,
July 7, 1907, 1.

Cunningham, Bill. On Bended Knees: The Night
Rider Story. Nashville, Tenn.; McClanahan, 1983.
"Masked Riders Destroy Trust Tobacco Barn," KP
September 27, 1907, l.

the 1870s and early 1880s, when the congregation,
under the successive direction of Rev. G. S. Griffin,

Rev. James Courtney, and Rev. G. W. Giegler,
formed a coherent mission statement and devel

oped an outstanding outreach program that
sought to make the facility a shining “light in the
community."
During the late 1880s, as the African Ameri
can population of Covington increased, the
church membership also increased greatly. As a
result, in 1889, the church moved to 18 E. Ninth St.

This property was provided by the Board of
Church Extension of the Methodist Church, and

funds to construct a new building were obtained
through an enormous membership drive cam
paign and a generous donation by Amos Shinkle,
a prominent local businessman. The church was
designed by noted regional architect James W.
McLaughlin.
From the late 1880s to the 1920s, the member

ship of the Ninth St. M.E. Church continued to
grow dramatically because of the vision and activi
ties of several dynamic church leaders during this
period, such as Rev. C. E. Ball, Rev. R. F. Broaddus,
Rev. W. H. Evans, Rev. John W. Robinson, and Rev.

J. H. Ross. These pastors encouraged the church to
organize events such as annual revival meetings,
weekly family-oriented entertainment programs,
and weekend social activities for the youth. Vari
ous community leaders and civil rights organiza
tions, galvanizing the local black community over
the issues of political oppression and racial vio
lence, also used the facility. For instance, in 1922, a
vocal rally and endorsement meeting for the pas
sage of a national "anti-lynching" bill was held at
the church.
From the 1930s to the 1980s, the church mem

bership continued its community-based agenda
by sponsoring numerous local and church events
like the regional Women's Society of Christian
Service conference in 1931, a daylong dedication
service celebrating acquisition of the church's new
pipe organ in 1954, a powerful prayer service led
by Bishop Frank Robinson in 1978, and several
community activities throughout the 1980s. In

NORMANSVILLE
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2006 the church closed, the victim of a dwindling
congregation.

selecting literary works to review that reflect the
diverse tastes of its members—travel, drama, clas

trolled the Cincinnati, New Orleans and Texas Pa

"Anti-Lynching Bill Indorsed." KTS, September 30,

sics, biography, best sellers, and popliterature.
The first meeting of Nomads was held in the
spring of 1895 at the instigation of Miss Emma
Campbell, who had several times been a guest at a
literary club in Walnut Hills, a suburb of Cincin
nati. With the help of four friends, she established
the Maysville organization. They chose the name
Nomads not only to honor the Cincinnatigroup so
named but also to remind themselves that they too
were wanderers on land and on sea through the
pages of literature.
What makes the founding of this organization
so significant for Maysville is that it was the first
women's club in the region whose focus was not on a

cific Railroad, operator of the Cincinnati South

1922, 14.

“The Church Record of the 9th Street Methodist Epis
copal Church, 1887–1901," Northern Kentucky

African American Heritage Task Force Collection,
box 1, folder 13, W. Frank Steely Library, Northern
Kentucky Univ.
“The City," DC, October 3, 1881, l; February 14, 1882,
2; July 11, 1883,4.
“Local News," DC, July 9, 1884, 4.

“Ninth Street Methodist Episcopal,” vertical files,
Kenton Co. Public Library, Covington, Ky.
Reis, Jim. “Four Churches That Made a Difference,"

KP, January 20, 1997, 4K.

— "Knights of Pythias Born in 1864, KP, Octo
ber 24, 1994, 4K.

—"When History Is Overlooked," KP, February 8,
1999, 4K.

“Religious," DC, October 29, 1881, l; February 6,
1882, 2.

Eric R. Jackson
NINTH

ST.

UNITED

METHODIST

CHURCH. In the summer of 1894, a nondenomi

national group of Christians decided to form a
church in Newport and began to worship there on
W. 10th St., between Isabella and Patterson Sts. On

August 20 of the same year, about 60 people char
tered a church and began to hold services as the
Bethel Church of the United Brethren in Christ. In

early 1895 the congregation relocated to a frame
building at Ninth and Ann Sts. in Newport, where
the worship services were held on the first floor
and the pastor lived on the second floor. The con
gregation was known as Bethel Mission. In No
vember 1901, the church dedicated a new building
at the same site and changed its name to the Ninth
St. United Brethren Church. In July 1927 the trust
ees purchased the property to the rear of the church
to provide space for a better program of Christian
education.

In November 1946, when the Church of the

United Brethren in Christ and the Evangelical
Church merged to become the Evangelical United
Brethren Church, the church in Newport became
known as the Ninth St. Evangelical United Breth
ren Church. In 1968, as a result of the national

merger of the Methodist Church with the Evan
gelical United Brethren Church, the church be
came part of the United Methodist Church and its
name changed to the Ninth St. United Methodist

Portsmouth, Ohio, and westward across southern
Ohio. That N&W rail bed was abandoned in 2003.

In 1997, after a bitter fight with CSX over control
of Conrail, the NS acquired 60 percent of Conrail
and CSX purchased the remaining 40 percent.
Conrail operated the former New York Central
Railroad and the Pennsylvania Railroad lines
through Cincinnati. Both of these lines became
part of the NS. The NS major rail yard in Cincin
nati is the Gest Street Yard. Both NS yards in
Northern Kentucky, at Erlanger and at Ludlow, are
subordinate to the Gest Street Yard. The NS is
based in Norfolk, Va.

Day, Michele. "Riding the Rails," KP, March 23, 1985,
6K–7K.

Drury, George H. The Train Watcher's Guide to
North American Railroads. Waukesha, Wis.;
Kalmbach Books, 1992.
The Historical Guide to North American Railroads.
2nd ed. Waukesha, Wis.; Kalmbach Books, 2000.

NS Corporation. Norfolk Southern Corporation An
nual Reports, 1990 to 2004, NS Corp., Norfolk, Va.
Charles H. Bogart
NORMANSVILLE. The small village of Nor
mansville was just a few miles west of Beaverlick
and north of Hamilton in western Boone Co. In

choice.

Membership through the years has included
some outstanding women, but of special note are
three members from the 1930s: Mrs. Francis Gog.
gin Maltby, a short-story writer whose biography
of O. Henry's wife, The Dimity Sweetheart, won
her special recognition at an O. Henry memorial
dinner in New York City; Mrs. Eleanor Duncan
Wood, whose poem “In Memorium" won the
prize in a memorial poem contest in which only
Kentucky poets were entered; and Elizabeth
Pickett Chevalier, a writer whose motion picture
screenplay Red Skin was much acclaimed, as was

the 1850s, John C. Miller's general store there
stocked a wide range of items: farm implements,
groceries and produce, hardware, and notions. The
store shipped hogs and tobacco to Cincinnati via
the Ohio River from the nearby Hamilton Land
ing. The Conner Carroll family later bought the
store and used it for their trucking and hauling
business. The building has since been converted
into a private residence. In 1867 James W. Kennedy
moved from Gallatin Co. to operate a general store
and flourmill at Normansville. The flourmill was

Sue Ellen Grannis

powered by a natural gas well (rare in Boone Co.) at
the triangle of Ryle Rd. and Ky. Rt. 338. In 1921 the
mill was dismantled. After moving to Union, Ken
nedy served as a Democratic state representative.
Another store in Normansville sold patent medi
cines and tinware. From the early 1940s to the mid
1960s, Everett Jones operated this store, which in
cluded a barbershop. A blacksmith shop that once
operated in the village is now a small barn at the
corner of Big Bone Church Rd. and Ky. Rt. 338. The
long-standing tollgatehouse on the Ryle Rd. side of
the bridge burned down in the 1980s. Today, the
village known as Normansville is gone; its most
vivid ſingering memories are from pictures in old
photo albums.

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY. In 1982

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.

her novel about Mason Co., Drivin' Woman.

Since 1895 a host of Maysville and Mason Co.
Nomads have been reading, sharing ideas about
what they read, and enjoying the resulting mental
stimulation. Unfortunately, the lifestyle of today's
woman has changed—many have both families
and careers and find that little time remains for a

good book. The goal of the organization, how
ever, is still "to promote intellectual growth."
which hopefully will propel it through a second
century.

Nomads archives, Museum Center, Maysville, Ky.
“Church Dedication," KP, November 23, 1901, 5.
Donald E. Grosenbach

Maysville, celebrated its 100th birthday in 1995.
The organization continues to pursue the study of
literature today, as it has done since its founding,

area by a line from Huntington, W.Va., through

of the efforts of 19th-century women to achieve their
own identity, to acquire knowledge, and to elevate
personal ideals through women's clubs.
Although early records are sketchy, the club's
constitution and annual program books provide
insight into Nomads history. In the organization's
first constitution, membership was limited to 25
women, who would join by invitation only; dues
were one dollar per year. Meetings were usually
scheduled for evenings or at various times on Sun
days. The format of meetings in the early years re
veals that topics were studied in depth. A chairman
provided a list of questions to be discussed and an
swered by various members. At present-day lun
cheon meetings, members review books of their

1970 the church on Ninth St. had closed.

NOMADS. Nomads, the oldest women's club in

ern Railroad. The N&W served the Cincinnati

church oraschool. Nomads thus servesasa reminder

Church. The Ninth St. United Methodist Church

had the distinction of being the only former Evan
gelical United Brethren Church in the Kentucky
Conference of the United Methodist Church. By

the Norfolk Southern Railway (NS). The SR con

the Norfolk Southern Corporation, anewly formed
holding corporation, acquired both the South
ern Railway (SR) and the Norfolk and Western

Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons
to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Bi

Railroad (N&W), and the two railroads became

Nancy J. Tretter

centennial Book Committee, 1998.
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NORTHERN BANK OF KENTUCKY

NORTHERN BANK OF KENTUCKY. In

1837 a building committee began receiving bids
for construction of a bank building at Third and
Scott Sts. in Covington to house the new North
ern Bank of Kentucky. The bank originally had
two floors, but during the 1890s a third floor was
added. The impressive Greek Revival style build
ing, which today is located in the same block as a
new Kenton Co. courthouse and a parking garage,
might have been torn down had not preservation
ists lobbied in 1999 for its adaptive reuse. The Bank
of Kentucky (modern) (no relation to 19th
century banks of the same or similar name) paid
the Kenton Co. Fiscal Court $550,000 for the old

building—said to be the oldest commercial build
ing in the city—and spent more than $3 million
remodeling it. By April 2000 the Bank of Kentucky
and another firm occupied the historic building.
After the War of 1812, economic panics and
depressions stirred controversies concerning the
nation's banking policies. People in the states west
of the Allegheny Mountains, including a majority
in Kentucky and Tennessee, generally supported
politicians who wanted to decentralize the na
tional banking system and institute more liberal
monetary policies. After vetoing a bill renewing

Boh, John. “Northern Kentucky's Bush Family,” Bul
letin of the Kenton County Historical Society,
November 2002, 1–3.

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Kreimer, Peggy. “Saving the Mosler Building, Young
Bank Resurrecting Oldest Bank," KP June 26,
1999, K.

NORTHERN

Force Newsletters, Kenton Co. Public Library,
Covington, Ky.

Whitehead, Shelly. “Black Graveyards at Risk." KP.
February 13, 2001, 1K.
Eric R. Jackson
NORTHERN KENTUCKY AREA DEVEL

John Boh

AMERICAN

Northern Kentucky African American Heritage Task

KENTUCKY

AFRICAN

HERITAGE TASK FORCE.

On June 23, 1992, the Kentucky Heritage Com
mission started a campaign that included more
than 60 individuals from across the state, to orga
nize the Kentucky African-American Heritage
Task Force (KAAHTF). Two years later, in 1994,
Governor Brereton Jones (1991–1995) disbanded

the task force but replaced it with the Kentucky
African-American
Heritage
Commission

OPMENT DISTRICT. The Northern Kentucky
Area Development District (NKADD) is one of 15
districts created by the Kentucky General Assem
bly and signed into law by Governor Wendell Ford
(1971–1974). This network of regional development
districts strives to bring community leaders to
gether to solve common problems. The develop
ment district serves as a community and economic
development tool and as a means for local officials
to speak to the state and federal government in a
unified manner. NKADD was organized and held
its first board meeting in September 1971; its first
executive director was Gordon Mullins. The an

(KAAHC), under the direction of the Education,

Arts, and Humanities Cabinet. Based upon the
pathbreaking work of KAAHTF, the commission
subsequently established several regional groups
to uncover, document, and preserve the history of
African American Kentuckians. Established in

the charter of the Bank of the United States, Presi
dent Andrew Jackson, a Tennessean who disliked

Butler, Susan Cabot, Rhonda Culver, Theodore

the fiscal conservatism of the Bank of the United

"Ted" Harris, Leslie Henderson, Robert Ingguls,

States and supported replacing it with state banks,
was reelected president in 1832. Soon thereafter, in
1834, the Kentucky legislature chartered the Lou
isville Bank of Kentucky with six branches. In Feb
ruary 1835 the legislature chartered the Northern
Bank of Kentucky with $3 million capital and lo

Hensley Jemmott, Basil Lewis, Mary Northington,
Jim Reis, Larry Wright, and Martha Wright, the
Northern Kentucky African-American Heritage
Task Force (NKAAHTF) is an outgrowth of this
effort. The goals of NKAAHTF mirror those of the
KAAHTF in its quest to educate, preserve, pro
mote, and document the important role African
American Kentuckians played in the inception and
development of the 13 most northern counties of
the state. Boone, Bracken, Campbell, Carroll, Flem
ing, Gallatin, Kenton, Lewis, Mason, Owen, Pend
leton, and Robertson. At its inception, NKAAHTF
had about 50 members. Over the years, the mem
bership has fluctuated between 100 and 300.

1995 by numerous individuals, such as Bennie

nual budget was $60,000. As a result of its creation,
local leaders from across Northern Kentucky came
together for the first time in a spirit of coopera
tion that set the stage for many of the regional and
cooperative approaches to problem-solving that
have defined the region. The NKADD serves an
area that takes in the counties of Boone, Camp
bell, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Owen, and
Pendleton.

cated branches in Richmond, Paris, Louisville, and

Covington. The Covington branch started with
Richard Southgate as president, Philip S. Bush as
cashier, and directors John B. Casey, James M.
Clarkson, Carey Clemons, John T. Levis, George B.
Marshall, John W. Tibbatts, Erastus Tousey, and
William. W. Wade.

The Northern Bank of Kentucky played an inte
gral role in the growth and development of Coving
ton in the years leading up to the Civil War. A
number of the city's most prominent businesses

The NKAAHTF has been involved with annual

financed by some of Covington's wealthiest fami

African American church celebrations, has partici
pated in numerous local History Day events, has es
tablished connections to Northern Kentucky Afri
can American cemetery documentation projects,
and has contributed to yearly historical conferences
throughout Kentucky. At times, personnel changes,
financial problems, irregular meeting schedules,
and the lack of a comprehensive recruitment plan
have plagued the organization, but despite these ob
stacles, the NKAAHTF continues to have a major
impact on black American life in Northern Ken
tucky. For example, in 2003 the organization be
came involved in a successful campaign to preserve

lies, contributed to the Northern Bank of Ken

the Rosella Porterfield Park in Elsmere. In 2005

tucky's decline. The branch in Covington vacated
its building in 1896 and the entire bank closed in
1897. Later, the bank's classicold building was used
by a distillery; it also served over the years as a fac
tory and as a warehouse. As time passed, the build
ing assumed the name of a later occupant and be
came known as the Mosler Lock and Safe Company
building

the NKAAHTF participated in the documentation
and preservation of the Julius Rosenwald “Colored"
School of Dry Ridge. Today, the NKAAHTF re
mains in the forefront in providing assistance to in
dividuals, organizations, and communities in the
region whose goal is to identify and promote the sig
nificant role black Kentuckians have played in the
history and culture of Northern Kentucky.

and their families were either customers or served

on the bank's board of directors. In particular, two
members of the prominent Ernst family of Coving
ton, William Ernst and his son John P. Ernst, held

a series of positions at the bank, including bank
president. John Ernst's son Richard Pretlow
Ernst later became a Republican U.S. senator
(1921–1927). The Northern Bank of Kentucky be
gan to fade with the relocation of Covington's com
mercial center toward Pike St. Several new banks,

NKADD services are varied. Its community de
velopment services include assistance in any effort
to upgrade or expand community facilities and to

create or retain jobs in the region's economic struc
ture. NKADD may either support an economic
development projectentirely orassistalocal govern
ment in implementing a project. Areas of activity
include economic, industrial, and commercial de

velopment as well as programs in the areas of recre
ation, water and sewer, transportation, land use
planning, and historicpreservation. Assistance with
grants administration and acquisition for local
communities has brought millions of dollars into
the region through various funding sources.
The district's public administration services in
volve management consulting to the district's cli
ents in areas such as public administration, human
resource management, risk management, finance,
special studies, governance, and other areas neces
sary to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of
the local governments and nonprofit organizations
in the region. Specific examples of work include
—assistance in writing personnel policies;
—consulting on laws affecting the employer
employee relationship, personnel evaluation,
pay issues, executive search, and hiring and

firing;
—budget preparation assistance;
—tax rate assistance;

—revenue generation assistance;

—federal and state regulatory compliance; and

—special studies and feasibility analysis such as
merger studies or service delivery.
The district also administers a revolving loan
program for the establishment or expansion of

NORTHERN KENTUCKY AREA PLANNING COMMISSION

small businesses and develops regional approaches
to problems or issues such as the Northern Ken
tucky Regional Ethics Authority and the Northern
Kentucky Drug and Alcohol Testing Consortium.
NKADD administers human service programs
including those affecting senior citizens, caregiv
ers, children, the disabled, and the homeless and

furnishes oversight planning and implementation
of such programs. Through its case management ef.
forts, NKADD also provides services to individuals
age 60 and over who require long-term care.
NKADD serves as the Area Agency on Aging for
Northern Kentucky. Federal food commodity pro
grams, too, are handled by NKADD.
NKADD has the primary responsibility for
planning and administration of job training and
workforce development programs in Northern
Kentucky. Many of these programs are funded
through federal workforce development programs.
The district has worked with a number of agencies
in developing a stronger workforce in the region.
NKADD has led efforts to help bring the OneStop
Career Center System to Northern Kentucky.
NKADD is the federally designated state work
force investment area for the region. Its offices are
located in Boone Co., and the Board of Directors is

composed of the county judges or executives, other
elected officials, and citizen members.

Robert Schrage
NORTHERN KENTUCKY AREA PLAN
NING COMMISSION. In the 1960s the Ken

tucky legislature passed enabling legislation allow
ingfor the creation of Area Planning Commissions.
The legislation provided for creation of an Area
Planning Commission and an Area Planning
Council, where statutory conditions were met; it
set up the council with oversight authority, includ
ing approval of the commission's annual budget;
it provided the commission with a mandate to
craft and adopt an Area-Wide Comprehensive
Plan for its jurisdiction; it left the commission with
final decision-making authority over all land-use
changes (modifiedinthe 1970s, tolimitsuchdecision
making authority to all items of “area-wide signifi
cance"); and it provided the commission with tax
ing authority. The Kenton and Campbell Co. fiscal
courts and the city commission of Covington
signed legal agreements creating the Northern
Kentucky Area Planning Commission (NKAPC)
and its Planning Council, which came into official
existence in May 1961.

The Area Planning Commission comprised
nine members, five from Kenton Co. and four from

Campbell Co. The Planning Council comprised
one representative from each fiscal court and each
city. The commission contracted with legal coun
sel, hired an executive director and additional staff

to provide professional planning-related services
to all local governments, and began development
of an areawide comprehensive plan as required by
state law.

During the subsequent decade, 1960 through
1969, the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Plan
ning Authority (OKI) was created; it included the
counties of Boone, Campbell, and Kenton in

Northern Kentucky as members of this metropoli
tan countywide organization. The NKAPC per
formed all planning and transportation related
services on behalf of Campbell and Kenton coun
ties. Two NKAPC chairmen served lengthy terms
as president of OKI, and the NKAPC staff has con
tinuously served in many supportive and active
leadership roles with OKI.
During the 1960s KRS Chapter 100 (Ken
tucky's basic local government planning law) was
revised, allowing local governments to join to
gether to create "joint planning units." The Kenton
Co. and Municipal Planning and Zoning Com
mission (KC&MP&ZC) was created (automati

cally disallowing existence of any individual local
planning units); but no similar organization was
created in Campbell Co., thus allowing each local
government in that county to retain its individual
planning unit. The KC&MP&ZC contracted with
the NKAPC to provide all professional planning
and engineering services.
After many public meetings and hearings, the
first areawide comprehensive plan for Kenton and
Boone counties was adopted in September 1972.
This plan has been updated and readopted every
five years. A major finding has been that many of
the long-range recommendations of this plan
would be difficult, if not impossible, to realize ow
ing to local government fragmentation (so many
independent local governments and single
purpose special district decision-making entities).
The Area Planning Commission authorized the
NKAPCstaff to undertake a study entitled “North
ern Kentucky's Future-Plan for Government Re
structure,” which recommended many consolidat
ing changes in the governmental structures within
Northern Kentucky, with the intent to make wiser
use of taxpayer's dollars and to provide more effi
cient service for citizens.

Also during the 1970s, the Campbell Co. Fiscal
Court litigated against the NKAPC, arguing that
such a nonelected body should not have final au
thority for land-use decisions. A subsequent court
ruling found in favor of the fiscal court, thus auto
matically modifying some of the statutory authority
originally provided to area planning commissions.
During the 1984 local government elections,
Lloyd Rogers, a candidate for Campbell Co. judge
executive, included an “Axe-the-Tax” proposition
in his platform. The NKAPC's minimal tax was
his campaign target, and Rogers was elected. He
initiated a petition drive and a referendum to
eliminate the NKAPC's taxing authority in Camp
bell Co. The petition drive was successful and
led to a follow-up referendum that passed by a
small margin. Campbell Co. thus seceded as a
member of the NKAPC. Campbell Co.'s local gov
ernments were no longer served by the NKAPC,
so many of them (including even the fiscal court)
contracted with the NKAPC for professional staff
Services.

During the 1980s, legislation was passed creat
ing the Kentucky Office of Housing, Buildings,
and Construction and requiring that all local gov
ernments would henceforth bebound by the newly
created Kentucky State Building Code and would
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be responsible for ensuring that enforcement of
this code was carried out by state-certified build
ing inspectors. Most of the small cities in Northern
Kentucky were without staff expertise to perform
such inspections and administration. The NKAPC
had been assisting some local governments with
enforcement of their local codes and therefore

maintained a qualified staff for this purpose.
Nearly all the cities in Kenton and Campbell coun
ties and both fiscal courts then contracted with the
NKAPC for such services.

During 1984 NKAPCinitiated installation of a
cutting-edge Geographic Information System
(GIS). This system, named PlaNet GIS (and later
renamed Link GIS) came fully on-line for use in
1988. It allowed for extremely accurate base map
ping, using Global Positioning System (GPS) trian
gulation of data from multiple orbiting satellites.
This accurate mapping of every structure, land
form, roadway, waterway, and so forth allowed all
such features to be tagged, by special computer
technology, to related narrative information about
the features. This major step put the NKAPC far
ahead of the curve in this region and nationwide.
Initially, the Sanitation District No. 1, the Ken
ton Co. Fiscal Court, the Kenton Co. property val
uation administrator, and the Kenton Co. Water

District joined with the NKAPC in this major GIS
program. Soon, many school districts; fire, police,
and emergency response agencies; and other enti
ties joined the project and now benefit from this
valuable program.
The decade of the 1990s witnessed the creation,
with NKACP staff involvement, of the Common

wealth of Kentucky's first GIS program, which re
cently has gained national recognition. NKAPC
staff leadership positions, both locally and nation
ally, in the American Planning Association have
put the NKAPC in the forefront of planning and
GIS-related efforts in both the Cincinnati

Northern Kentucky metropolitan region and na
tionally. NKAPC's efforts to provide professional
planning-related services and its updating of the
area plan for all local governments, the state, and
OKI is ongoing and is assisted through coopera
tive programs with Northern Kentucky Uni
versity and the University of Cincinnati,
Since 2000 the NKAPC has operated a One
Stop-Shop program that helps local governments
consolidate and simplify the administration of
local codes and ordinances. The Pendleton Co.

property valuation administrator contracted with
the NKAPC for GIS-related services and prepara
tion and administration of county subdivision
regulations. The Commonwealth of Kentucky gave
the NKAPC authority to provide all state-level
building-permit and plan-review services for Ken
ton Co. And the Kentucky Office of Housing,
Buildings, and Construction leased space in the
NKAPC offices, providing another benefit of the
One-Stop-Shop objective (eliminating travel time
to Frankfort for such services). NKAPC has also

added a Long-Range Planning Department to
help provide communities in Northern Kentucky
with planning opportunities that involve long
rangethinking. In October 2002 William W. Bowdy,
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NORTHERN KENTUCKY BAR ASSOCIATION

executive director of NKAPC since 1970, retired.
His successor was Dennis A. Gordon.

William W. Bowdy
NORTHERN KENTUCKY BAR ASSOCIA

TION. The Northern Kentucky Bar Association
(NKBA) was incorporated on Law Day, May 1,
1984. Up to that time, there had been three sepa
rate county bar associations in Northern Ken
tucky. Boone, Campbell, and Kenton. The presi
dents of the three associations initiated the idea to

form a unified Northern Kentucky association
covering the 43 cities and many districts within
the three counties. In the beginning, the associa
tion's annual dues were $50 and its roster included

375 attorneys.

By May 1985 a lawyer referral service was op
erational. NKBA hosted its first golf outing at the
Kenton Co. Golf Course in September 1985, and
the first Holiday Dance occurred in December of
that year. Law school dean Henry Stephens origi
nally agreed to house the NKBA offices on the
campus of the Salmon P. Chase College of Law.
Today, they are located in Crestview Hills.
Since 1984 the NKBA has grown in members,
projects, and services and has become an integral
part of the Northern Kentucky community. It is
the only local provider of Continuing Legal Edu
cation courses. More than 90 percent of the attor
neys in Northern Kentucky who have Kentucky li
censes belong to the NKBA.

giving them more exposure and an opportunity to
showcase their talents. At the time, the Brother

hood Singers were one of only three gospel groups
in Kentucky who sang a cappella. For a number of
years they were the mainstay of the Kentucky Folk
Music tour sponsored by the Kentucky Arts Coun
cil and the National Endowment for the Arts.

In November 1995 the Brotherhood Singers
sang in Frankfort at Governor Brereton C. Jones's
Thanksgiving luncheon. By 1997 they had per
formed three times at the governor's mansion in
Frankfort. Throughout the 1990s they performed
at various folk festivals, at homeless shelters, and at

the Northern Kentucky African American Heri
tage Festival.
Beginning in 2000, the singing group began to
expand the reach of their sound by traveling to
other cities in the United States, Canada, and Eu

rope. While in Canada, they had the opportunity
to open for Ray Charles in front of 10,000 people at
the Ottawa Blues Festival. They have performed in
Italy, Switzerland, Spain, and Portugal.
At home, the Brotherhood Singers work with
neighborhood children at the Duveneck House
in Covington. Today's Northern Kentucky Broth
erhood Singers are Rick Jennings, Robert Mullins,
Greg Page, Eric Riley, Luther Scruggs, and Shaka
Tyehimba. Robert Mullins is the father of Pamela
Mullins, a former member of both the Covington
City Commission and the Covington Board of
Education.
“A Brotherhood in Music," KP, November 15, 1995,

Fischer, John C. K. "Lawyers Unanimous in Establish
ing Northern Kentucky Bar Association," KP May
2, 1984, 3K.

4KK.

Divita, Jonathan. “Singing in Perfect Harmony," SC,
August 22, 2004, 1C.

Northern Kentucky Bar Association. www.nkybar.
com (accessed August 31, 2006).

Gutierrez, Karen. “Class Lets Kids Climb out of

Chairs, Join in Song," KE, November 10, 2003, B1.
—. “Singers Take Act to Europe,” KE, October 28,

Donna M. Bloemer
2003, E10.

NORTHERN

KENTUCKY

HOOD SINGERS. The late

BROTHER
Robert “Butch”

Gillespie was instrumental in the formation of this
a cappella singing group in the early 1980s. It began
as a male choruscalled the Ninth St. Baptist Church
Singers that sang African American gospel music.
As members dropped out, a core group of singers
was left, and the core group became the Brother
hood Singers. Some of the original members were
Charles Fann, Richard Fowler, Robert Gillespie,
Eric “Rick" Jennings, Robert Mullins, and Greg
Page. As singers from other churches or elsewhere
from Northern Kentucky came to be included, the
group became known as the Northern Kentucky
Brotherhood Singers. The Brotherhood Singers a
cappella style can be traced to the oral tradition of
various groups in Covington and Newport during
the 1950s and 1960s "doo-wop" era. The spiritual
reference takes the form developed by older singing
gospel groups, such as the Dixie Humming Birds,
the Fairfield Four, and the Five Blind Boys.
The Brotherhood Singers were already well
known in local church circles when they came to
the attention of Bob Gates, director of the Ken

tucky Historical Society's folklife program. Gates
invited the group to sing at various state programs,

sent businesses in Boone, Campbell, and Kenton
counties. Since then, the Chamber's membership has
expanded into Gallatin, Grant, Owen, and Pendle
ton counties in Kentucky and into many Greater
Cincinnaticommunities in Ohio.

The Chamber provides opportunities for large
and small businesses to be involved in programs
promoting international trade, workforce develop
ment, business networking, and special events that
educate members about current issues and provide
them with exposure to elected officials. The Cham
ber also sponsors Leadership Northern Kentucky, a
program designed to use the community as a class
room in which to develop effective leaders to serve
the region. The Chamber also sponsors similar pro
grams for area educators and high school students.
The Northern Kentucky Chamber of Com
merce has focused on projects and programs of re
gional significance. In its early days, the Chamber
spent much of its energy on pushing the construc
tion of two highways: I-275 as an interstate beltway
across Kentucky's three northernmost counties
and I-471 to connect this beltway directly to urban
areas in Northern Kentucky and downtown Cin
cinnati. During this time, the Chamber was the
primary driver in the region in lobbying state law
makers to establish Northern Kentucky State Col
lege (now Northern Kentucky University), lo
cated in Highland Heights.
In subsequent years, the Chamber increased its
lobbying efforts at Frankfort and in Washington,
D.C. At the request of regional legislators, the
Chamber created the Northern Kentucky Consen
sus Committee, which regularly brings together
business, government, and community leaders to
identify and prioritize the region's capital construc
tion needs. This process allows the community to
focus its attention on a list of priority projects in or
der to work more effectively to secure funding from

Herald, Donna. “Heritage Takes Center Stage," KP

state and federal officials. The work of the Consensus

August 7, 1996,3KK.
Kriss, Amy Louise. “A Celebration of the Middle
Ages," KP September 10, 1997, IKK–2KK.
"Minister'Butch Gillespie Had ‘Big Heart,” KP, Jan
uary 19, 2001, 17A.
Samples, Karen. “Voices Raised on High—
Brotherhood's Gospel Sounds Transport Masses,”
KE, September 21, 1997, B1-B2.

Committee has resulted in obtaining funds for a re
gional convention center, a regional juvenile deten

Theodore H. H. Harris

NORTHERN KENTUCKY CHAMBER OF

COMMERCE. The Northern Kentucky Cham
ber of Commerce is a private, voluntary, not-for
profit business organization whose purpose is to
develop strong businesses and a vibrant economy

for Northern Kentucky through issue advocacy,
leadership, and business development programs.
On April 1, 1969, prominent leaders from the
Covington-Kenton-Boone Chamber of Commerce
and the Campbell Co. Chamber of Commerce

tion center, the Natural Science Center at Northern

Kentucky University (NKU), and the Special Events
Center at NKU, as well as hundreds of millions of

dollars in road projects built throughout the region.
The Chamber has achieved many significant
accomplishments since its creation, including con
vincing Kentucky governor Julian Carroll (1974–
1979) of the need for a grant to continue operation
of the Transit Authority of Northern Ken
tucky (TANK); the Chamber then conducted an
area-wide campaign to pass a local referendum to
create a permanent funding source for TANK. The
Chamber was also instrumental in the formation

of the Northern Kentucky Convention & Visitor's
Bureau and Northern Kentucky's business and in
dustry recruiter, the Tri-County Economic Devel
opment Corporation (now Northern Kentucky
Tri-ED).

voted to consolidate the two local chambers into a

Fuerst, Joseph A. “An Historical Overview of the

single regional organization. Walter Dunlevy was
hired as the organization's first executive vice presi
dent, and Walter Pieschel was elected its first presi
dent. The Chamber's headquarters were first located
in Newport. The organization was created to repre

Northern KY Chamber of Commerce: The Build

ing of a Community," 1980, Northern Kentucky

Chamber of Commerce, Covington, Ky.
Reis, Jim. “A Century of Boosting Business,” KP, April
26, 2004. 4K.
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—"Pair Promoted Industrial Club,” KP, April 26,
2004, 4K.
Steve Stevens

NORTHERN KENTUCKY COMMUNITY
ACTION COMMISSION. Founded in 1965 as

part of the federal Economic Opportunity Act of
1964, the Northern Kentucky Community Action
Commission (NKCAC) is an antipoverty agency
serving Boone, Campbell, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant,
Kenton, Owen, and Pendleton counties. Its main

office is in Covington at 20 W. Pike St., but the
agency operates from 17 centers around Northern
Kentucky today. NKCAC's board of directors in
cludeslow-income individuals, other persons from
the private sector, and public officials. Its Head
Start program provides a child care and education
service to low-income families at no cost in an at

tempt to break the cycle of poverty. Other services
include home energy assistance, homelessness pre
vention, energy education, budget counseling, ,
transportation for children and for homeless per
sons, homeless case management, and medical
prescription assistance. A unique service offered
by NKCAC is its weatherization program, through
which qualifying homes are insulated to conserve
energy. NKCAC's Senior Community Service Em
ployment Project (SCSEP) helps people 55 years
and older to reenter the work force. NKCAC also

operates 10 low-income apartment units in Crit
tenden, Grant Co., for qualifying residents. One
program that is reserved for Covington residents is
Youthbuild, which targets very-low-income resi
dents between the ages of 16 and 24 who have
dropped out of high school. This program provides
supportive services while teaching educational
and job skills. NKCAC publishes works such as the
White Paper on Poverty in Northern Ky, and a
monthly newsletter.

tion center. The Northern Kentucky Convention
Center opened in 1998 as a vehicle for expanding
the local convention market. Full-service major
brand hotels then opened around the center, in
cluding the Cincinnati Marriott RiverCenter and
the Embassy Suites RiverCenter.

1998. The finished product resulted from the coop
eration of officials in three Northern Kentucky
counties (Boone, Campbell, and Kenton), 39 area
cities, the Kentucky legislature, and innumerable
organizations, institutions, business leaders, and

The NKYCVB establishes contact with vari

event November 6, 1998. In its first seven years of
operation, 1,392 events were held at the Northern
Kentucky Convention Center. The center's eco
nomic impact, nearly $633 million, has been about
41 percent higher than original projections. The
Northern Kentucky Convention Center Corpora
tion is chartered by the Commonwealth of Ken
tucky, and the charter provides that all revenues
generated by the center are to be used for the oper
ation, upkeep, and improvement of the center.
The Northern Kentucky Convention and Visi

ous groups, such as Kentucky state organizations
and associations, corporate entities, military units
holding reunions, religious organizations, planners
of sports and hobby events, and many others, en
couraging them to schedule their conventions in
Northern Kentucky, either at the Convention Cen
teror at one of the area's leading hotels. In addition
to informing organizations about accommoda
tions for their meetings, the NKYCVB makes them
aware of publicattractions in the region, including
the Newport Aquarium, Newport-on-the
Levee, BB Riverboats, Main Strasse Village,
the Dinsmore Homestead, and Big Bone Lick
State Park, that may lead to a decision to come to
Northern Kentucky. NKYCVB also assists state,
regional, national, and international groups who
visit the area by sending out direct-mail flyers an
nouncing “things to do” in the region. In addition,
representatives of the NKYCVB Services Depart
ment frequently provide ancillary service such as
name-badge registration assistance, transporta
tion, and media relations support. They may also
distribute discount coupons for local attractions

Kareem A. Simpson
NORTHERN KENTUCKY CONVENTION
AND VISITORS BUREAU. The mission of the

Northern Kentucky Convention and Visitors Bu
reau (NKYCVB), which began in the 1970s and
serves Boone, Campbell, and Kenton counties, is
to bring money into the community through ex
penditures by visitors to the region, especially those
who attend conventions and meetings. In 2007, for
example, the direct economic impact of NKYCVB
efforts in the three counties was $325 million.

The Bureau is funded by a tax on rooms at the
more than 60 hotels and motels located in Boone,

Campbell, and Kenton counties. Tom Kelly, owner
of the Wildwood Inn Hotels in Florence and one of

the founders of the NKYCVB, is persuaded that
the creation of the tax transformed the landscape
of the hospitality business in Northern Kentucky,
helping to bring dollars into the region.
Over the years, the success of the NKYCVB in
attracting functions created the need for a conven

tors Bureau works with the convention center to
market the center and book events. Events sched

uled a year or more in advance are booked by the
Convention and Visitors Bureau; arrangements for
events scheduledless than ayear aheadarehandled
by the convention center itself.
“Convention Center Names Chief," KP July 8, 2006,
2A.

Pina, Phillip. “Northern Kentucky Shows Off Con
vention Center,” CE, 8C.
Gretchen Landrum

NORTHERN KENTUCKY EMERGENCY

Kentucky Department of Tourism. Industry News,

MEDICAL SERVICES. The first organized am
bulance corps in the nation was formed during the
Civil War, and its vehicles were upgraded from
two-wheel carts to four-wheel wagons by Gen.
Charles Stuart Tripler, who served at the New
port Barracks in Newport. Over the following
century, emergency medical services in Northern
Kentucky, as in most nonmetropolitan areas
throughout the United States, came to be provided
by local funeral homes—if such services were avail
able at all. The funeral home usually had a vehicle
capable of transporting at least one person on a
stretcher and in many cases was willing to put the

October 28, 2005.

Travel Industry Association. www.tia.org (accessed
March 10, 2006).
Pat Frew

NORTHERN KENTUCKY CONVENTION

CENTER. Two separate organizations, the

“Grant Awarded,” KE, March 1, 1970, 6A.

Northern Kentucky Community Action Commis
sion. www.nkcac.org (accessed July 27, 2006).

citizens. The convention center hosted its first

and restaurants.

Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce

“Lasting Impact, KP December 1, 2005, 1K.
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and the Northern Kentucky Convention and
Visitors Bureau, began independently to think
about building a convention center somewhere in
Northern Kentucky. Soon they joined forces, and
many others became involved in the project; ev
eryone hoped that a convention center would be
come a developmental catalyst for the region. The
subsequent effort to obtain the needed state funds
involved the entire Northern Kentucky commu
nity. In a 1995 special legislative session, the Ken
tucky legislature approved the group's funding re
quest. Approval was also given later for additional
moneys that covered the total $30.5 million cost of
constructing the center.
Market studies that were done in conjunction
with designing the convention center determined
the size of groups likely to use the center and how
they would want to use it. At the outset, the opti
mum size for a group using the center ranged be
tween 900 and 1,000 people, and it was decided
that the exhibit hall should accommodate about

200 booths. Designers also envisioned significant
booking opportunities for corporate events.
The construction of the building, Madison
Ave. and RiverCenter Blvd. in Covington, began in
February 1997 and was completed in the fall of

vehicle into service as an ambulance. About 1960,

however, the funeral industry quit providing am
bulance services. Local civic-minded groups, often
called first aid squads, rescue squads, or life squads,
or the fire departments, which were mostly volun
teer, then took on the task ofemergency ambulance
service. Fire department personnel were already
trained in basic first aid skills to care for firemen

who were injured during firefighting operations.
As life squads became available in more communi
ties, the training and equipment of such groups
improved. Over time, women joined men as mem
bers of the squads, importantly adding volunteer
hours in a period when there were no paid person
neland yet the number of calls kept increasing.
In the late 1960s and early 1970s, the federal
government standardized the training and service
provided by ambulance services. The Department
of Transportation (DOT) established a national
standard set of skills for advanced phases of
emergency medical care. The emergency medical
technician was thus born, as were new emergency
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centers; emergency rooms in local hospitals were
expanded with new and better equipment; and
larger hospitals were upgraded to trauma centers
where the best and highest level of care, including
surgery, was made available at all times. Emergency
medicine became a specialty for doctors as emer
gency skills were introduced into the curricula of
medical schools.

As advances in emergency care generally have
progressed throughout the nation, Northern Ken
tucky has also experienced significant advances in
its local care and training. It is now possible for a
civilian injured in a traffic accident to be stabilized
and transported to a trauma/surgical center within
minutes while also receiving advanced medical
care en route. The mobile and air ambulances used

are referred to as emergency rooms on wheels (or
wings). The goal is to have the injured person at a
trauma center within a half hour, ready for surgery
or other care.

The Northern Kentucky Emergency Medical
Services Company (NKEMS) was formed in 1977,
through a grant from the DOT, to assist the basic
life support units in the counties of Boone,
Bracken, Campbell, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, and
Pendleton. Many members of the local units have
received the initial training of 120 hours for emer
gency medical technician (EMT) certification,
which is issued and monitored by the State Medi
cal Board. EMTs must continually update their
training in order to maintain certification. The fed
eral funds enabled NKEMS to expand the training
programs throughout the region.
In 1979 paramedic services became available
in Northern Kentucky. A certified paramedic, who
must receive 1,200 hours of initial training, is able
to provide more advanced medical treatment than
an EMT can; for example, a paramedic can admin

incorporated and purchased these service opera
tions from NKEMS. The two-tiered system contin
ued until 2004, when operating expenses exceeded
revenues. Several fire departments had begun pro
viding their own paramedics, and insurance and
governmentagencies had reduced their reimburse

1907, 2.

“Newport Life Squad Will Get Ambulance,” KP,
March 19, 1940, 1.
"Sketch of Ambulance Used to Take Patients to Cov

ington Branch Hospital on Lexington Pike,” KP
January 3, 1903, 1.

ments for such services.

"Squad Save 14 Lives," KP, July 4, 1930,8.
TransCare requested additional funding, with
Robert Joseph Williams

out which its services would have to be cut. The

counties, cities, and fire departments began stud
ies to determine how they could assist with fund
ing TransCare or provide tax-assisted transporta
tion services of their own. Several of the larger
cities started offering their own services. Other
cities contracted to use transportation services
provided by neighboring cities. These develop
ments undercut TransCare's efforts to obtain tax

supported funding, and the initiative to secure it
began to falter. The remaining contracts with
TransCare were extended to give more time to find
a satisfactory solution, which was found and in
place by July 2005.
The history of ambulance services in the vari
ous cities within the region has varied greatly. The
city of Maysville had no ambulance until 1957, and
the one obtained then was an army surplus vehicle.
In Covington, in 1903 a horse-drawn vehicle with
gaping holes in its panels served as the ambulance;
often patients were hauled in it to a hospital five
miles away on the Covington and Lexington
Turnpike Later, if the patient had died, the same
vehicle was used to transport the body to the cem
etery. By 1907 Covington officials believed they had
solved their ambulance problems with a new vehicle
they had acquired. They bragged, "No city anywhere
has an ambulance for contagious diseases as fine as
ours.... Noteven Cincinnation Louisville can boast

monitoring. Like EMTs, paramedics undergo con
tinual monitoring and receive updated training to

its equal." By 1921, Jesse Sheets, superintendent of
the Covington police department's patrol system,
was demonstrating his new combination police pa
trol wagon–ambulance. It could be converted from

maintain certification. Most of the Northern Ken

one function to the other in 30 seconds.

tucky region is served by volunteer life-squad de
partments. Although members of these volunteer
departments are quite capable, they generally can
not spend the time required to become paramed
ics. Thus, a system has been developed whereby, in
an emergency, NKEMS paramedics respond in a
separate car to meet the local life squad, who gen
erally arrive at the scene first. The EMTs determine
whether paramedics are needed, and if so, they are
advised to continue their response trip while the
local unit completes the on-the-scene care. Once
paramedics arrive or, to save precious response time,
join the EMT squad en route to a hospital, they im
mediately begin more advanced care inside the
ambulance. NKEMS also provides ambulances to
handle the increasing volume of nonemergency
transport services to and from medical facilities,
freeing local units for emergencies.
The response system, called a two-tiered sys
tem, has proven quite effective and has enabled lo
cal counties to provide advanced levels of care.
NKEMS provided the two-tiered paramedic ser
vices until 1999. Then TransCare, a joint nonprofit
venture of St. Elizabeth and St. Luke hospitals, was

Newport had the problem that ambulance op
erators on their way to Speers Hospital (see Speers
Memorial Hospital) in Dayton were driving
wildly through the city's West End, a lawless part
of town where citizens were regularly injured in
scrapes and drinking brawls. Newport wanted to
take these victims of fights to the much closer hos
pitals in Covington, but officials in Covington re
fused. While cities such as Newport sometimes
bragged about the success rates of their life-saving

ister medications and conduct advanced heart

“New Ambulance Accepted by City," KP February 27,

NORTHERN

KENTUCKY

FUND.

The

Northern Kentucky Fund of the Greater Cincin
nati Foundation (GCF) derived from Forward

Quest, an organization formed to implement a
community planning effort for Northern Ken
tucky. One of its goals was to establish a charitable
fund for the community. The Northern Kentucky
Fund was established in June 1998 with more than

$1 million in challenge grants from 10 major do
nors, including a $100,000 grant from GCF. The
fund provides resourcesto nonprofit organizations
located in or primarily serving Northern Ken
tucky. An advisory board made up of 15 volunteers
oversees its development and promotion, with sup
port from GCF staff. The Northern Kentucky Fund
and dozens of other named funds established to

support the needs of the Northern Kentucky com
munity make up the Northern Kentucky Family of
Funds. "The Fund is important for the long-term
viability of the region. We need access to funds to
support the community's needs," said Mike Ham
mons, president of Forward Quest. “We came up
with the goal of putting a permanent fund in place
so resources would be available over the long-term."
Community pride for the region has driven the
success of the fund's short history. Judy Clabes,
its first chair, tapped this philanthropic spirit in
1999 with the Millennium Gift Campaign. Spon
sored by the Kentucky Post, the campaign invited
Northern Kentuckians to contribute their final

hour of pay of the millennium. Gifts ranged from
$5 to $10,000, bringing the total value of the North
ern Kentucky Fund to $3,861,507 by December
2000. "It was a great way to tell ordinary people
they count,” Clabes remembered. “You don't need
to be a millionaire to be a philanthropist.”
In 2003 the fund reached its fifth anniversary;
in the same year GCF marked its 40th year. In cel
ebration, it was announced that GCF would match

all unrestricted contributions (up to $40,000) to
the Northern Kentucky Fund for one year. The
fund's leadership raised the bar, and more than

crews, the statistics told a different tale. On the am

$200,000 was raised.

bulance runs made during the first half of the
1930s, Newport reported saving 14 lives while 10

The Advisory Board has been creative with the
fund's development. In 2004 an annual award for
Northern Kentucky philanthropists was launched.
The Devou Cup, named after William Devou, was
first awarded to Ralph and Irmaleen Drees (see
Ralph Drees). R. C. Durr was honored in 2005,
and Ralph Haile and his late wife Carol Ann
Haile were the 2006 recipients. The board an
nounced the Haile Challenge in 2005. It challenges
contributors to match Ralph Haile's annual
$150,000 gift. The board has also reached out to
future community leaders. Each year, the outgoing
president of Legacy, an organization for young

people died either en route or after arriving at the
hospital. In 1940 Newport obtained a modern am
bulance for its Newport LifeSaving Squad, and the
police squad car they had been using as an ambu
lance, operated by policemen with little or no med.
ical training, was at last retired.
“Can Transform Police Auto into Ambulance in 30
Seconds,” KTS, December 23, 1921, 35.

“Dangerous Ambulances," KP. May 20, 1931,4.
“Maysville May Get Ambulance." KTS, January 17,
1957,8A.

NORTHERN KENTUCKY INDEPENDENT DISTRICT HEALTH DEPARTMENT

professionals, joins the board. Legacy has estab
lished its own fund in the Northern Kentucky
Family of Funds.

the Thomas Kennedy house. The organization
was able to reconstruct and beautify the area with a
fountain, authentic gas lamps, and benches, com
pleting the work by spring 1969. Plans were also
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joined. The move to a multicounty health depart
ment decreased administrative costs, lessened du

made for a summer arts and crafts show that
turned out to be the first Annual Duveneck Me

plication of staff formandated programs, increased
specialized services, and created more collabora
tion among the communities. The present district
administrative office is located in Edgewood, at

morial Art Show. The event, which still continues

610 Medical Village Dr.

“Challenging Philanthropy,” Connect, the Newslet
ter of the Greater Cincinnati Foundation,
Spring-Summer 2005,9.

each year, became the largest yearly project of the

Flischel, Sue, Judith Clabes, and Mike Hammons.

ists a place to display and sell their wares, and pro
moting local history through the Duveneck Pur
chase Award. Eligible paintings must depict a
regional historic landmark more than 50 years old;
award-winning works are displayed in Covington
in the Kenton Co. Public Library.
Each year any moneys left over in the NKHL
treasury are given out in the form of small grants,
usually less than $1,000, to local organizations for
the benefit of civic projects. Since 1980, grants have
been given to more than 50 different state and local
organizations. The NKHL sponsors programs that
feature historic trips and speakers, preservation
projects, and other activities to carry out its

In 1991 Kentucky legislation enabled the
Northern Kentucky Health Department to become
an "independent district" health department, the
only one in the state. Because it is independent, the
Northern Kentucky Health Department does not
need to follow the state merit system in hirings, job
classifications, and salary levels, but it is required
to follow state and federal funded program stan
dards for its employees.
Kentucky legislation passed in 1982 allowed

Between 1998 and 2006, GCF awarded more

than $3 million in grants to nonprofit organizations
in Northern Kentucky, supported in part by contri
butions to the Northern Kentucky Family of Funds.

Telephone interview by Julia Mace, June 23, 2006.
Gallagher, Janice. "Five Years of Philanthropy," KP.
December 27, 2003, 4K.

“Judith Clabes: Northern Kentucky Fund Chair."
Connect, the Newsletter of the Greater Cincin
nati Foundation, Fall—Winter 1999, 4.

“Northern Kentucky Fund Celebrates Philanthropy."
Connect, the Newsletter of the Greater Cincin
nati Foundation, Spring-Summer 2004, 10.
Julia Mace
NORTHERN

KENTUCKY

HERITAGE

LEAGUE. The Northern Kentucky Heritage
League (NKHL), a fine arts organization for pro
moting the arts, heritage, and culture of Northern
Kentucky, was formed in 1967. An initial task of
the organization was to support a grassroots effort
to establish a gallery for the works of world
renowned Covington artist Frank Duveneck.
That goal was reached when the Frank Duveneck
Memorial Gallery, Northern Kentucky's first pub
lic art gallery, opened in July 1967 within the Cov
ington Library at Scott Blvd. and Robbins St. The
son of Duveneck, Frank Boott Duveneck, and the

NKHL. This art show was created with the goals of
stimulating interest in the arts, giving regional art

mission.

“Heritage League Marks 25 Years,” KP December 19,
1992, 2KK.

“They're Stubborn!—Riverside Residents Firmly Re
sist Bulldozers,” KE, November 24, 1968, 6A.

"3 Projects Get Grants from League," KP, November

In late 1967 the NKHL found itself in a contro

versy over the Mike Fink Floating Restaurant,
which wished to dock along Riverside Dr. in Cov
ington and build a 200-car parking lot and a ma
rina for privateboats. The NKHL, concerned about
the historic properties in the community, brought
legal action (with Riverside Dr. residents John

NORTHERN KENTUCKY HOMEBUILD

ERS ASSOCIATION. See Building, Resi
dential.
NORTHERN
DENT

KENTUCKY

DISTRICT

HEALTH

INDEPEN
DEPART

MENT. Since 1981 the Northern Kentucky Inde
pendent District Health Department (usually
called just the Northern Kentucky Health Depart
ment) has served Boone, Campbell, Grant, and
Kenton counties. Before the consolidated district

NKHL.

Banks, MD, became the consolidated health de

Around the same time, the NKHL was given
approval to make improvements to the George
Rogers Clark Park in Covington, which had
fallen into disrepair. The park was once the site of

partment's first health officer. Almost a decade
later, in 1981, the four-county health department
came into being when the Boone Co. Health De
partment and the Grant Co. Health Department

taurant Out.

Also in the late 1960s, an urban renewal proj
ect was proposed in Covington to raze all of the
historic homes along Riverside Dr. and the north
side of Second St. from the John A. Roebling
Bridge to the Licking River (See also Licking
Riverside and Ohio Riverside National His

ment's mission. The District Board of Health is

empowered by KRS 212 to pass regulations and
adopt codes concerning issues of public health. It
meets a minimum of four times a year and sets
policy for the whole district; program plans, pay
raises, and the total departmental budget are sub
ject to its approval.
By Kentucky law, there are four local county

boards of health that meet at least once each year.

toric Districts). A hotel, apartments, and other
commercial projects would replace the homes.
Riverside Dr. residents, the NKHL, and other pres
ervation groups opposed the project. After almost
two years of struggle, the City of Covington lost
but gained some concessions along Greenup St.
This was a tremendous victory for the fledgling

granted by the City of Covington declared void.
Eventually the NKHL lost its battle to keep the res

oversee the Northern Kentucky Health Depart

Jane D. Purdon

health department was established, each of these
counties operated individual health departments.
Newport and Covington and some of the other lo
cal cities had health departments that later merged
with health departments in their respective coun
ties to establish countywide health departments.
In compliance with Kentucky Revised Statue
(KRS) 212.120, the first of the four county health
departments that were later grouped together be
gan in Kenton Co. in January 1929. The Grant Co.
Health Department followed in April 1931, the
Campbell Co. Health Department in June 1946, and
the Boone Co. Health Department in June 1950.
A push at the state level for county health de
partments to form district health departments be
gan in the 1970s. In 1972 the Covington-Kenton
Co. Health Department and the Campbell Co.
Health Department merged, and William V.

Kunkel and Richard Smith) to have the lease

low fever, and other such communicable diseases.
A district board and four local boards of health

17, 1992, 3K.

son's daughter, Elizabeth Duveneck Davis, attended
the dedication.

the establishment of local boards of health to deal

with disease outbreaks such as typhoid fever, yel

These boards set the rate for the county health tax,
not to exceed four cents per $100 of assessment
valuation. They oversee any construction or main
tenance of the county's health center as well. In ad
dition to the local tax moneys, the Northern Ken
tucky Health Department receives revenue from
state and federal funding, grants, Medicaid/Medi
care reimbursement, and service fees. Its total rev

enue for fiscal year 2005 was a little more than $13
million.

The Northern Kentucky Health Department is
the principal government agency that exists in the
region for the protection of the public's health. It
manages the health status of the population
through community assessment, public health
policy development, and assurance of services and
a healthy environment. The Northern Kentucky
Health Department provides essential public
health services and districtwide health services

based on community assessment processes that
result in action plans such as the most recent Mas
ter Health Plan for Northern Kentucky (January
2005).

Approximately 155 staff members work at the
four county health centers and two administra
tive/education sites to provide more than 80 pro
grams. Services include state and federal mandated
inspections of restaurants, hotels, schools, public
swimming pools, and private on-site sewage sys
tems; communicable disease tracking; childhood
immunizations; the WIC supplemental food
program; HIV/AIDS case management; family
planning; home visiting programs for young fam
ilies; nutrition education; smoking cessation
campaigns; school health education; and strategic
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and immunizations. In the 21st century, new chal

quire. Lots were sold for a relatively low cost per
acre ($6,000), and the City of Florence annexed the
park and issued tax-free industrial revenue bonds
to finance construction. The first two occupants
were the Great Lakes Carbon Corporation and the
Crescent Paper Tube Company. Great Lakes (later
known as Greſco) purchased 30 acres and began in

lenges arise daily in the form of natural and man

April 1962 building a $3.5 million factory, where it

made disasters, emerging infections such as West
Nile encephalitis and SARS, drug-resistant strains
of tuberculosis, bioterrorism threats, obesity, and
sedentary lifestyles. Sometimes, challenges take
the form of diverse opinions and decision-making
to meet the needs of a community. Amid great

made perlite insulation, employing 125 at first. The
Crescent manufacturing firm followed in the fall
of 1962 and occupied 11 acres; it made paper tubes
for all kinds of applications, including incendiary
uses during the Vietnam War. By summer 1979
some 45 manufacturers in and around the park
employed approximately 7,600 workers.

collaboration toward community health system
changes.
Life expectancy in Northern Kentucky has in
creased since the early 1900s primarily owing to
the department's public health efforts in environ
mental sanitation, communicable disease control,

achievements, new threats, and controversial deci

sions, the health boards, the district director, the

The Florence Industrial Park has been a re

staff, and the state are continually challenged in
finding solutions satisfactory to all stakeholders.

sounding success. It was the first of its size in
Northern Kentucky and one of the first in the na
tion. The population growth of Boone Co., the

Institute of Medicine. The Future of Public Health.

Florence Mall, and subdivisions in southern

Washington, D.C.: Academy Press, 1988.
Who Will Keep the Public Healthy? Wash
ington, D.C.: Academy Press, 2003.
Kentucky Department for Public Health. Adminis
trative Reference for Local Health Departments.
Vol. 1, January 2005. Frankfort, Ky. Kentucky De
partment for Public Health, 2005.
Leach, Rice. “A General History of Public Health,"
presentation for the Governor's Conference "The
Future of Public Health in Kentucky: Partners for
Progress," Louisville, Ky., March 11–13, 1997.
Northern Kentucky Independent District Health De
partment. www.nkyhealth.org (accessed March 24,
2006).

Peggy L. Kiser
NORTHERN KENTUCKY INDUSTRIAL

FOUNDATION. The foundation, more popularly
known as the Florence Industrial Park, can be

traced to the mid-1950s, when the idea of a properly
zoned concentrated geographic area of manufac
turing and warehousing operations arose among
the leadersofthe Covington-Kenton-Boone Cham
ber of Commerce (see Northern Kentucky
Chamber of Commerce). One leader was An
drew W. Clark, a former member of the Commit

tee for Covington–Kenton Co., who served as
the group's attorney; others included Joseph Cuni
of Peoples Liberty Bank and Trust Company and J.
Wayne "Doc" Rusk of Montgomery Heating & Air
Conditioning. It was Cuni's able assistant Ralph
Haile who did much of the early legwork on this
project; he subsequently went on to involve himself
in many other civic and community endeavors that
have benefited Northern Kentucky.

Kenton and Boone counties can all be attributed in

part to the Industrial Park's development.
Haile, Ralph. Interview by Paul Tenkotte, April 13,
2006, Cincinnati.

“Industrial Park Is in Business,” KP, July 12, 1961, 6K.
Remlinger, Connie. “From Barnyard to Industrial
Hub." KP, May 22, 1979, 1.

nominations, the Interfaith Commission (IFC)

The IFC continued to be a lead agency in the
1990s. It either established or supported the fol
lowing programs and organizations in response to
social services and community needs.

was founded in 1969, after a merger of the North
ern Kentucky Association of Protestant Churches
and the Catholic Information Center. Today its
delegates include representatives from the African
Methodist Episcopal, Anglican Catholic, Baptist,
Christian Church (Disciples), Episcopal, Lutheran,
Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, United Church of
Christ, and United Methodist churches. As well as

encouraging Christian unity, the IFC works to en
courage dialogue with members of other faith tra
ditions. The organization's purpose was summed
up by Rev. William Neuroth, its executive director
from 1987 to 2002; through Interfaith, the churches
“do together what we cannot do alone."
Under the leadership of its founding members—
Harley Fisk, the IFC's first president, and Rev. Don
Hellman, its first vice president, as well as Alvin Al
dermeyer, Ron Brock, Joseph Kuchle, Clarence Las
setter, O. Worth May, Mary Middleton, Otwell
Rankin, Karl Vercouteren, and William White—

the IFC emphasized unity activities such as inter
racial and interreligious dialogue and recreational

sultant E. Bruce Kennedy. Farmland extending
over roughly 930 acres (expanded later to 990) just

churches joined members of inner-city churches in
Newport and Covington to work on youth activi
ties, interchurch worship services, concerts, and
retreats. Mary Pons was the commission's first sec
retary and later its first executive director. Under

flat, with utilities. It offered most of the amenities

any manufacturing or warehouse plant would re

During the tenure of Rev. Carolyn Tyler as di
rector, the IFC initiated a disaster-response pro
gram after the calamitous tornado of March 1985
devastated parts of the region. The program in
spired an overwhelming response from individu
als, churches, and organizations and led to the hir
ing of a part-time staff person to provide on-site
assistance to individuals and families, primarily in
Newport and Covington.
Under Neuroth's leadership, the commission
was reorganized. Three sections replaced previ
ous committees to encourage greater participation
from denominational delegates: the Faith and Or
der Section to promote ecumenical and interfaith
experiences, with an emphasis on educational op
portunities, worship, and dialogue; the Work and
Life Section to focus on community and social
needs, including interracial issues; and the Opera
tions Section to address financial matters and new

and Bible school events. Members of suburban

south of Florence in Boone Co. was identified, and

Yom HaShoah Holocaust memorial service.

NORTHERN KENTUCKY INTERFAITH
COMMISSION. An association of Christian de

in 1958 the foundation hired Frankfort con

about 14 local building and loans raised $1 million
in seed money (see Savings and Loan Associa
tions). The site, served by the Southern Railway
(today the Norfolk Southern Railway), was near
the Greater Cincinnati Airport (now the Cincin
nati/Northern Kentucky International Air
port), along the eastern edge of I-75, and relatively

In 1983 the IFCestablished the Exodus jail Min

istry program. Trained volunteers provide a "listen
ing ministry” for the spiritual needs of inmates at
Northern Kentucky county jails and juvenile facili
ties. The program eventually became a joint venture
of Interfaith and the Northern Kentucky Mental
Health Association. As well as continuing to pro
mote understanding between Christian denomina
tions, the commission sponsors the area's annual

denominational recruitment.

The Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Interna

tional Airport Chaplaincy Program
This idea was envisioned by two ministers, Dr. Mi
chael Watts and Rev. Larry Leslie. The IFC pro
vided initial organizing support and called an or
ganizational meeting in November 1989 to create a
ministry of "presence" and prayer for both travel
ers and employees, and a chapel in the airport's
Terminal 3 was dedicated in February 1997. Cliff
Wartman is the program's current director.
The Interfaith Organization (ECHO)

In February 1991 Sister Mary Dorgan, a Sister of
Divine Providence, called together clergy and la
ity to discuss the need for a "soup kitchen” for the
homeless and hungry in Campbell Co. The IFC
initially served as the contact agency for promo
tion, information, and contributions. On April 18,
1991, the program's first weekly meal was served at
the First Church of the Nazarene, Newport. Later
that year a permanent facility at Ninth and York
Sts. in Newport was purchased, renovated, and
given to ECHO by David Hosea, a Northern Ken
tucky businessman. Under its present director,

her successor, Sister Martha Walther, a Benedictine

Karen Yates, ECHO serves more than 200 meals

sister (see Sisters of St. Benedict) from St. Wal

each evening.

burg Convent, Villa Hills, the IFC's range of activi
ties broadened to include an emergency assistance
program, Good Friday and Thanksgiving commu
nity services, interfaith prayergroups, and welcome
breakfasts for new clergy.

The Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN)
In June 1993 the IFC became the prime mover in
establishing the Interfaith Hospitality Network of
Northern Kentucky. IHN is a national program

NORTHERN KENTUCKY TRI-ED

providing shelter, meals, and support for homeless
families, primarily through local churches, volun
teers, and social service agencies. "Host congrega
tions" provide meals and temporary shelter for
homeless families on a weekly rotating basis. “Sup
port congregations" provide volunteers to assist in
meal preparation, dinner, overnight hosting, and

“Port Authority to Aid Newport with Landfill," KP

other activities. Currently the program is located

NORTHERN

at Ninth and Patterson Sts. in Newport, and the
director is jawanna Spencer.

LIFE. Northern Kentucky Right to Life (NKRTL)
is an IRS 501(C3) not-for-profit, nondenomina
tional organization founded in 1971. The oldest
and largest prolife organization in Kentucky, NK
RTL is dedicated to the sanctity and defense of all
human life and to propagating the views that hu

The Interfaith Commission Flood Relief

Program

The massive flooding of the Ohio and Licking Riv

December 27, 1978, 5K.
29, 1977, 2K.

coordinated the work of volunteers from churches

throughout the Midwest who assisted survivors as
they moved from crisis to recovery.
The Interfaith Commission's offices moved to

the Henry Hosea House at Ninth and York Sts.,
Newport, in October 1996. At the same time, the
commission adopted a new mission statement that
continues to guide its members. The Northern
Kentucky Interfaith Commission is an association
of Christian denominations and congregations in
terested in encouraging ecumenical and interfaith
dialogue. It is committed to fostering unity among
all Christian churches in Northern Kentucky
through dialogue, cooperative ministry, and occa
sions for joint worship. It also encourages and par
ticipates in dialogue with members of other faith
traditions.

“Churches Unite for Worship,” KE, January 12,
1993, B3.

"Interfaith Commission Seeks Homeless Shelters for

Dan Tobergte
KENTUCKY

RIGHT

TO

cance of individuals is that they were created by
God, and that human worth is not dependent upon
the person's functional capacity or determined by
any other person. NKRTL believes that all direct
assaults upon innocent human life (abortion, as
sisted suicide, cloning, euthanasia, and human ex
perimentation) are always morally wrong and un
acceptable and destructive of the foundations of a
free society.
NKRTL's activities include publishing a news
letter, distributing prolife literature, sponsoring
speakers and films, providing voter and legislative
information, holding regular prayer services, and
advertising in the media. NKRTL's history (and the
history nationally of the prolife movement) is
chronicled in a recent book, That Reminds Me of
a Story. ... Reflections of a Pro-Life Warrior.
There are two affiliated organizations, Northern
Kentucky Right to Life Educational Fund Inc., also
nonprofit, and Northern Kentucky Right to Life
Political Action Committee, which endorses po
litical candidates.

Families,” KP, June 12, 1993, HK.

“Interfaith Links Churches to Meet Society's Need,”
KP, February 8, 1989, 1KK.

hearing-impaired.
The NKSD is committed to the mission of

“Port Baits Hook for Industry," KP. May 13, 1976, 1K.

man life begins at fertilization, that the signifi
and the American Red Cross, the commission

ranged by NKSD for any group desiring better in
teraction or communication with the deaf or

“Port Authority Tours Licking by Tug," KP, October

ers in March 1997 led to the IFC's Flood Relief Pro

gram. In collaboration with the Salvation Army
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Cetrulo, Robert C. That Reminds Me of a Story. . .
Reflections of a Pro-Life Warrior. Covington,
Ky: Northern Kentucky Right to Life Educational

connecting the two worlds, those of the deaf and
the hearing. For persons with normal hearing, it
can offer a better understanding of the diverse
deaf-hearing-impaired community. For exam
ple, commonly unknown facts among the hear
ing are that not all deaf persons can lip-read and
that deaf persons who are not fluent in the En
glish language may not be able to understand
written messages.
Kentucky Commission for the Deaf and Hearing Im
paired. Interpreter Directory. Frankfort, Ky.
KCDH, 2004. Also available at www.kcdhh.org.
Kentucky Commission on the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing, www.kcdhh.org.

Margaret Prentice Hecker
NORTHERN KENTUCKY TRANSIT INC.

Northern Kentucky Transit (NKT), which is based
in Burlington, was chartered in 1978 as a private
nonprofit transportation brokerage. Its mission is
"to help meet the special transportation needs pri
marily of elderly persons and persons with handi
caps in the counties of Boone, Campbell, Carroll,
Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Owen and Pendleton by
coordinating the provision of transportation ser
vices to meet the needs of various agencies and or
ganizations." Founded by psychotherapist Dr.
Clarence R. Lassetter, an employee of the Compre
hensive Care Center of Northern Kentucky
(North Key Community Care), the corporation
began operations in 1979. Lassetter led the organi
zation for some 22 years, retiring in 2001; his
broad-based service included driving, coordinat
ing, and even maintaining the fleet of vans and
buses.

thority (NKPA) was formed in 1968 by a joint ef.

NORTHERN

SERVICES

In May 1992 NKT occupied its new building at
1452 Production Dr. in Burlington. NKT operates
within two modes: providing rural public trans
portation and providing a charter service, funded
mostly by federal and state moneys. The rural

fort of the fiscal courts of Boone, Campbell, and
Kenton counties, with the goal of promoting river
navigation, river transportation, and river port fa

FOR THE DEAF. The Northern Kentucky Ser

transportation serves Boone, Carroll, Gallatin,

William C. Neuroth
NORTHERN

KENTUCKY

Foundation, 2003.
Robert C. Cetrulo

PORT

AUTHORITY. The Northern Kentucky Port Au

cilities. The intent is to attract industrial or com

mercial operations in connection with these activi
ties to Northern Kentucky. The NKPA plays an
important role in the economic development of
the region.
The NKPA board of directors is made up of
nine members appointed by those same three
county fiscal courts. Members serve as business
representatives for the NKPA and are residents of
the three counties. The NKPA has the ability to is
sue multicounty industrial revenue bonds (tax-free)
for state and local purposes. The current activity of
the NKPA is to market the former Newportlandfill,
a current Environmental Protection Agency Super
fund site. This former Newport dump, consisting of
approximately 44 acres, is located in Wilder in
Campbell Co., along Ky. Rt. 9, and has access to and
frontage on the Licking River.

KENTUCKY

vices for the Deaf (NKSD), on Cavalier Rd. in Flor

Grant, Owen, and Pendleton counties via a con

ence, was founded in 1999 by Hunter H. Bryant
and Teresa R. Moon Flaherty, both certified and
qualified interpreters. The NKSD provides sign
language interpreting services to its deaf and
hearing-impaired clientele in courtrooms, law of
fices, classrooms, government services offices, and
medical facilities; at conferences and meetings;
and for social services. Interpreting services are
also provided at special community events
throughout Northern Kentucky.
Deaf or hearing-impaired individuals who
communicate solely in sign language are the main
focus of the NKSD. The NKSD will, however, pro

tract with either an individual transportation pro
vider or an agency. The NKT charter service has
been available to business or industry, churches,
clubs, the elderly, the general public, the handi
capped, hospitals, nursing homes, schools, social
service agencies, and the United Appeal. NKT now
has a fleet of vehicles numbering more than 30.

vide other means of communication in order to

ern Kentucky's emergence as a desirable business
incubator is largely a result of the efforts of North
ern Kentucky Tri-ED. Today, an impressive array
of world-class companies call Northern Kentucky
home. Many have located or expanded in the area
in recent years as a direct result of the aggressive

meet the deaf client's specific needs. The organiza
tion also acts as an advocate for issues concerning
deaf culture and deafness and maintains an infor

mation resource center. On-site workshops on

deafness and classes on sign language can be ar

"Helping Others Brings a Dividend," KP, February
28, 1992, 1K.

“Van Charter Company Receives Federal Funds,” KP,
May 28, 2001, 2K.
NORTHERN KENTUCKY TRI-ED. North
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efforts that began with the creation of the Tri
County Economic Development Corporation, or
Northern Kentucky Tri-ED, in 1987. Notable
achievements for Northern Kentucky Tri-ED in
clude attracting firms such as Fidelity Invest
ments, Toyota, Lafarge, Xanodyne, and Sachs
Automotive.

The story of Tri-ED actually begins in 1981,
when then Kentucky governor John Y. Brown Jr.
(1979–1983) brought together agroup of Northern
Kentucky business leaders to determine how the
region could pool its efforts to attract new busi
nesses. Under the chairmanship of Corporexpres
ident William P. Butler, the group envisioned an
economic development agency that would serve
the three counties of Boone, Campbell and Ken
ton. The agency would be the focal point of coop
erative efforts to recruit businesses and promote
economic growth that would ultimately benefit all
Northern Kentuckians.

The group's vision came to life a few years later,
when attorney William T. "Bill" Robinson III, then
chairman of the Northern Kentucky Chamber
of Commerce, saw an opportunity to create a
unique public-private partnership that would be
come the economic development agency for
Northern Kentucky. In 1986 Robinson presented
the Tri-County Economic Development Corpora
tion to area officials, and Northern Kentucky Tri
ED was born. Initially funded by local govern
ments and the private sector, Northern Kentucky
Tri-ED, the Northern Kentucky Chamber, and the

Northern Kentucky Legislative Caucus obtained
passage of state legislation in 1995 that provided
the agency with a permanent funding source from
rentalcarlicense fees. These revenues are shared by
the three counties through Northern Kentucky
Tri-ED's regional efforts. Private-sector contribu
tions to the Northern Kentucky Tri-County Eco
nomic Development Foundation (Tri-EF) con
tinue to support Northern Kentucky Tri-ED's

nessed by Site Selection magazine's naming Tri
ED as one of the top 10 economic developmentor
ganizations in the United States in 1995, 1997,

into a newly constructed building in Park Hills, on
land once part of Devou Park. It became the largest
community college of the University of Kentucky,

1998, 1999, and 2005. While the statistics related to

and the tuition from its enrollment was used to

Northern KentuckyTri-ED's accomplishments are
impressive, the agency's impact on Northern Ken
tucky goes far beyond the numbers. Perhaps
Northern KentuckyTri-ED's most enduringlegacy
will behow its creation ushered in an age of unpre
cedented community-wide cooperation.

bond other community colleges statewide. A sign
erected on the hilltop above the roadway that be
came interstate I-75 was lit up at night with the let
ters"UK" for all to see. NCC had a center director,

a finance officer, a registrar, and a full- and part
time teaching staff composed mainly of instruc
tors with MA and MS degrees. Often, local high
school teachers supplemented their incomes as
part-time instructors at NCC, and sometimes lo
cal lawyers, accountants, and other businessmen
taught a class or two. The two-year nursing pro
gram was the most popular one offered at NCC,
experiencing intense competition for admission.
Generally, students at NCC had one of three
goals: they were seeking to better themselves in
their jobs, or they just wanted to take somecourses,
or they were completing a two-year program be
fore transferring to a campus where four-year col
lege degrees were offered. Both the students and
the staff at NCC thrived in its highly personal at
mosphere; enrollment surged to well over 1,000 by

Northern Kentucky Tri-ED. "Tri-County Economic
Development Corporation of Northern Kentucky
Tenth Anniversary Report," 1997, Northern Ky.
Tri-ED. Fort Mitchell, Ky.

“Tri-Ed Office Trying to Bag the Big Ones," KP Feb.
ruary 27, 1990,8K.

Dan Tobergte
NORTHERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY.

Northern Kentucky University (NKU) has its roots
in a small community college, Northern Commu
nity College of the University of Kentucky (NCC),
but has evolved into a dynamic university. In 1966
consultant M. M. Chambers, as a result of a study
he conducted for the Kentucky Council on Public
Higher Education (KCPHE), recommended that
one more senior college beestablished for the state
and that it be set in Northern Kentucky. He rea
soned that because Northern Kentucky was the
second-largest metropolitan region in the state,
with a population then at a quarter of a million, it
needed a public institution. At that time, the pro
portion of Northern Kentucky high school gradu
ates going onto college was lowerthan the percent
age doing so statewide. In 1946 the University of
Kentucky began a series of extension courses at the
Trailways Bus Station in Covington. In 1948 they
rented space at First District School in Covington
and began a limited two-year college program,
thereby establishing the first community college of
the University of Kentucky. In 1961 NCC moved

the mid-1960s. It was this climate of growth and
educational success that converged with need to
produce a new four-year state college in Northern
Kentucky.
The merger of the new Northern Kentucky
State College (NKSC) with NCC was approved
by UK and the KCPHE but also needed approval
by Kentucky's legislators. The legislators approved,

and on July 31, 1969, the land and buildings at
NCC (today the site of NKU's Covington campus)
were deeded to NKSC. The site selection commit

tee was still rushed for time because buildingspace
was tight in Covington. Several sites were under
consideration, one each in Boone, Campbell, and

Kenton counties. Each of the counties argued why
its site should be selected, but on March 29, 1969,

mission.

Northern Kentucky Tri-ED's efforts are gov
erned by a 17-member board of directorsled by the
three judges-executive of the member counties,
plus private-sectorappointments from each county,
Forward Quest, and the Northern Kentucky
Chamber of Commerce. Northern Kentucky Tri
ED's staff of nine professionals now focus not only
on the attraction but also on the expansion and re
tention of primary industries. Primary industries
are those that export products or services from an
area and import money into an area from the sale of
such products or services. Further, primary indus
tries are not dependent upon the local economy for
growth and survival and thus can be located any
where, making the competition for such industries
quite fierce across the United States.
Since the creation of Northern Kentucky Tri
ED more than 20 years ago, its success has been
astounding. The organization has directly facili
tated the attraction or expansion of 428 primary
industry companies, the creation of 41,000 pri
mary jobs, and new capital investment of $4.1
billion in Northern Kentucky. This success has
garnered national attention for the agency, as wit:

-

º
-

Northern Kentucky University Highland Heights, the heart of the main campus around Lake
Norse.
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the site in Campbell Co., 328 acres of farms and
houses located in Highland Heights, was chosen.
The reason given was that the site was centrally lo
cated, with easy access from all areas of Northern
Kentucky, and that there was plenty of space for a
new college and future growth. Three other unspo
ken and unpublicized factors in the choice were,
first, the Boone Co. site was remote and not closely
connected to an existing or proposed interstate
highway; second, the site in Kenton Co. was close
to Thomas More College and might create finan
cial problems by pitting higher private tuition
against the lower tuition of a public institution;
and, third, several influential people, including Art
Schmidt, a powerful Republican state representa
tive from Campbell Co. and a close friend of Gov
ernor Nunn, had lobbied successfully to have the
college built in Campbell Co.
The most important unfinished task was
choosing the college's first president. The Board of
Regents agreed to offer a long-time UK adminis
trator, Dr. A. D. Albright, the position, but he de
clined and instead accepted a Fulbright Fellowship
in Belgium. The Board of Regents then offered the
position to Ronald Carrier of Memphis State Uni
versity, but he also turned down the offer. Finally,
the offer was extended to Dr. W. Frank Steely, a na
tive of Murray, Ky., who as dean at Clinch Valley
Community College in Virginia had helped con
vert that school into a four-year institution. Steely
accepted the offer, and on December 11, 1969, he
was named the first president of NKSC.
After meeting with the board of regents in De
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John DeMarcus, who was the son of an influential

found" just the right amount of money needed to

Republican legislator, was told by Nunn to oversee
the college's birth. DeMarcus and Steely worked
closely together at this time; and later, after Nunn
was replaced as governor by Democrat Julian Car
roll (1971–1975), DeMarcus was hired by Steely
and in 1971 became the college's first administra
tive vice president.

build it.

The leaders and employees of the new college
were immediately confronted with many issues
and challenges. Critics frequently raised questions
about accreditation, about the quality of instruc
tion, and about crowded facilities. The absorption
and transference of NCC's faculty and staff into
the new college at times also proved difficult. Each
issue was addressed and resolved. The response
about accreditation was that NKSC was a state

As the college's first two buildings and road
ways were being built, upon lands that for genera
tions had been family farms, the new college was
offered a unique proposal. The Salmon P. Chase
College of Law, long one of Ohio's and the na
tion's most productive nighttime law schools, was
being forced out of its building in Cincinnati and
needed to affiliate with a college to retain its ac
creditation. NKSC's progressive-minded regents
and the college president, Steely, jumped at the
chance to have a law school affiliated with NKSC,

and Nunn and the KCPHE did not disapprove.
However, there were many who did disapprove
and a real political donnybrook ensued. The local
press vacillated, sometimes seeming to like the
idea of this merger while at other times seeming
to disapprove. UK and the University of Louis
ville, the only two schools in the state with law
schools, did not relish gaining more competition,
and many of their alumni agreed, especially those
holding law degrees. Making matters more diffi
cult was the fact that most of the legislators in
Kentucky had law degrees from one of these two
law schools, and the idea of supporting what had
always been an Ohio-based school, albeit one that

ton, to begin formulating a plan of action, Steely
returned to Murray during the Christmas holidays
and began hiring the college's first employees. On
December 27, he persuaded Dr. James C. Claypool,
whom Steely had hired earlier while heading the
history department of MurrayState College (now a
university), to become dean of admissions and
professor of history and left him with the following
instruction: “We need somebody up there to repre
sent us right away, so get up there, and get to work."

school and would have the budget, faculty, facili
ties, and programs necessary for accreditation.The
quality of instruction was established when, be
cause there was a glut of qualified people (some
experienced and some not) seeking to become col
lege teachers, NKSC got “the pick of the litter.”
Many of those hired during the college's initial
years, sensing the excitement of this new enter
prise, decided to stay on for many years. In a short
time, the quality of the programs and the growth
of the college's facilities spoke for themselves as
well. The concerns voiced by members of NCC's
former staff (who as part of the overall agreement
were to be retained) worked out in two ways. A few
left on their own accord and went to other posi
tions. The larger number, who stayed, were treated
just as all other employees were, except that in
structors from the former NCC were given the
added security of immediate tenure.
The original 328 acres in Highland Heights
was purchased in April 1970, about one month af.
ter Steely and his family had moved to Northern
Kentucky. Plans for the first building at the High
land Heights campus were taking shape. Mean
while, classes in Covington opened for the fallse
mester of 1970 with 1,644 students and 37 faculty
members. From its beginnings, NKSC offered

Claypool, who was from Northern Kentucky, ar

bachelor's degrees.

moved onto the new Highland Heights campus.

rived and began work at the new college on Febru
ary 1, 1970. Steely, meanwhile, was busy assem
bling more staff. Dr. Ralph Tesseneer, the graduate
dean at Murray State College, was hired as the vice
president for academic affairs and agreed to move
to Northern Kentucky in time to help NKSC con
duct its first academic offering, the summer ses
sion in July 1970. A few weeks later John Kilkenny,
who was knowledgeable about the state's budget
procedures, was hired, and by July he too was at
work. Steely had arrived in Northern Kentucky in

Classes continued at the overcrowded Coving
ton campus for two years while construction pro
gressed in Highland Heights. The ever-rising en
rollments at the campus in Covington filled all the
existing classroom facilities to capacity and neces
sitated buying metal trailerlike outbuildings that

The year 1972 was a good facilities growth year
for NKSC, because Nunn Hall and Regents Hall
were both completed. With only one classroom
building and one office building, however, space at
the new campus was limited. So a new science build
ing was authorized by the state, and ground was

were made into additional classrooms. The teach

broken for its construction that summer. Mean

ers who taught in these makeshift facilities, how
ever, took the adventure in good spirits, as did the
students. In fact, many from those times remem
berall of these trials and challenges nostalgically.

while, several houses located on John's Hill Rd., next

cember 1969 at Butler State Park, outside Carroll

often served students from the Northern Ken

tucky region, did not sit well with these lawmak
ers. Two crucial decisions won the day for the
proposed merger. After Nunn had been per
suaded by John DeMarcus to support the plan,
the college asked the Kentucky attorney general
to rule on whether "a college that was not a uni
versity" could operate a law school. His opinion,
as the attorney general and a lawyer, was that a
lawyer's JD (Juris Doctorate) degree was a stu
dent's first postgraduation degree and could be
offered at schools that were colleges. Next, during
a heated debate at a KCPHE meeting held on NK
SC's Covington campus, a vote was called on the
merger issue and it passed 5 to 4. In June 1972, the
Chase College of Law moved to and occupied
most of the Covington campus, just as NKSC

to campus, were purchased and used for offices; but
with 4,100 students attending NKSC, classroom
and parkingspace was still at a premium.

April, having already been hard at work for

Groundbreaking for the first building on the

The first commencement ceremonies at NKSC

months. One of his first official acts as president
was to go to Frankfort to lobby for money for the
college's new budget. While he was there, on Feb
ruary 6, 1970, NCC was officially transferred to
NKSC. Republican governor Nunn, who had been
elected partly because of the significant numbers
of votes he had received in Northern Kentucky, felt
close to the new college and tried to do everything
he could to help it. One of his administrative aides,

Highland Heights campus was held March 31,
1971, on a sunny day, before a large crowd; music
was provided by the Campbell Co. High School
band. This building was named for Governor

were held in spring 1973 with 611 graduates. That
summer, the administration formulated plans to
start a graduate program in education. Ground
breaking for the library, named the W. Frank Steely
Library, was held in October 1973. In December

Louie B. Nunn (1967–1971), who had been so in

1973, NKSC received conditional accreditation

strumental in getting the college started. Con
struction on a second multipurpose arena and au
ditorium, named Regents Hall, started just six

from the Southern Association of Colleges and

months later, thanks to Nunn, who had “somehow

schoolearn full accreditation.

Schools (SACS). Not until December 1978 did the
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As fast as the buildings could be opened, they
were filled to capacity, as the enrollment climbed

campus. One of the stipulations of the law creating
NKU, however, was that the college should retain a

to 5,000 in fall 1974. That semester the science

presence in Kenton Co. So even after Chase Col
lege of Law had departed from the Covington
campus, NKU would, because of this mandate,

building opened. In spring 1975, construction
started on the Fine Arts Center. Construction on

the Charles O. Landrum Academic Center was be

gun three months later.
Even with all of the progress and successes at
NKSC, there were problems. Not only was space a
major issue, but there were also disagreements
within the administration. Citing no specific cause
other than problems with the faculty, Steely re
signed on September 15, 1975. He stayed on to
teach history, and the board of regents appointed
Academic Vice President Ralph Tesseneer as in
terim president.
Finding a president and creating unity within
the faculty were among Tesseneer's goals. The most
notable accomplishment of his term as interim

president included a status change for the college.
The governor of Kentucky, Julian Carroll (1975–
1979), in his campaign for governor, promised to
make NKSC a university. This was necessary be
cause NKSC had a master's program in education
and a law school, pushing it away from the under
graduate category. On June 19, 1976, Northern
Kentucky State College became Northern Ken
tucky University (NKU).
The search for a new permanent president was
progressing, with more than 200 applicants for
the position. Tesseneer made it to the final five, but
the faculty and the board of regents could not
agree on a candidate. Finally, they returned to
their original choice, A. D. Albright, who had be
come the executive director of the Kentucky Com
mission on Higher Education. In July 1976, Al
bright agreed to serve as president for a four-year
term, which was later extended to seven years. At
the time, NKU had more than 6,000 students and

employed about 150 faculty members. Albright
was inaugurated at the spring commencement

and offices.

housed in Nunn Hall at this time, so one more

Cincinnati Reds, were hired as the basketball and

building would be needed before Chase could move
to Highland Heights. The Lucas Administrative
Center was delayed because of funding problems,
but construction finally began in October 1979, the
building was completed in June 1981. Just as Chase
was about to solve the space problem, another con
troversy arose. A citizens' advisory committee for
the state had decided that there were too many law
schools in Kentucky and that one of the law schools
had to close. Being the newest law school in the
state, Chase College of Law was the one they chose.

baseball coaches, respectively. Both men compiled

After much deliberation, it was decided that all

American Bar Association, Chase needed more

room, so a plan was developed to move the law
school into Nunn Hall on the Highland Heights

remarkable records at NKU in careers that, com

bined, totaled more than 30 years of service.
NKU also was a pacesetter in Kentucky in es
tablishing women's athletic programs on an equal

footing with men's programs. Among Kentucky's
eight public universities, it was the first to offer
women full athletic scholarships. The women's
program, like the men's, has had multiple NCAA
Division II Tournament appearances and has
made several significant accomplishments. Both
Hils's and Aker's teams achieved high national

rankings, had victories over ranked NCAA Divi
sion I and II schools, and won regional and na
tional championship games.
Nancy Winstel, who played basketball at NKU
for two years, became the women's basketball

few more times, but Chase College of Law responded
by expanding its numbers of in-state students and
limiting out-of-state enrollment, thereby removing
one of the major criticisms that had been raised
concerning the former Ohio law school. The Chase
Law School moved into Nunn Hall on the High
land Heights campus in early 1982.
As NKU's enrollment grew to 5,900 in fall
1978, the administration realized that on-campus
housing would soon be needed to serve students
from outside of the region. In October 1978, a fed
eral loan was obtained that would help to build
dorms; construction was postponed for two years,
for dorms that would hold 400 students. The uni

In 1977 the Chase Law School, still housed on

school basketball coach, and Bill Aker, a student

attending NKU who had been atop prospect of the

rollments would be limited. This issue surfaced a

however. In September 1980 construction began

the Covington campus, was also experiencing
space problems. To get full accreditation from the

The health-recreational center was a huge boost
for the athletic department, which was already
successful. The sports program had been started in
1970 by President Steely and James C. Claypool.
Martin “Mote" Hils, a highly successful local high

three law schools would remain open, but their en

NKU was continuing to grow. Ground had
been broken for the University Center (UC) in
January 1976. Albright was so busy that the ad
ministration began looking for a provost to help
"reorganize the academic structure.” Dr. Leon
Boothe was one of the applicants, but the person
chosen for the position, in December 1976, was Dr.
Janet Travis. With this appointment, she became
the highest-ranking female academic administra
year, the Landrum Academic Center opened; in
spring 1977, the Fine Arts building opened; and
the UCopened in the fall, NKU's growth was caus
ing problems once again, this time with traffic. The
interstates to NKU were not yet completed, and the
smaller streets leading to the institution were con
gested. This, and crowded parking lots, added to
everyone's frustration.

gents Hall, opened in 1984. It offered a swimming
pool, racquetballcourts, fitness rooms, classrooms,

continue offering a schedule of lower-level and
noncredit courses at its Covington facilities.
Construction began in 1978 on the Business,
Education, and Psychology building (BEP), into
which all undergraduate classes from Nunn Hall
would eventually move, thus helping to fulfill the
law school's space needs for accreditation. Most of
the university's administrative offices were still

ceremonies in 1977.

tor in the state at the time. In November of that

answer to this problem, and construction on the
building began in July 1982. This new $9.3 million
health-recreational center, located adjacent to Re

versity's new housing facilities were opened in
spring 1982.

Throughout NKU's initial growth years, dur
ing the 1970s and 1980s, the university continued
to add to its curriculum and to expand services.
Several academic departments were aided by the
fact that there was a glut of doctoral degrees in sev
eral teaching fields during these years; thus NKU
was able hire an amazing number of highly quali
fied instructors with degrees from some of the
most prestigious institutions both in the United
States and in other countries. Many of the persons
hired in this period have remained at the univer
sity, contributing to its growth and helping to de

fine its quality array of academic offerings. More
over, several have held leadership positions within
the university and have, through publications and
other services, achieved prominence in their
fields.

As NKU continued to expand, President Al
bright realized that Regent's Hall was too small a
facility for a university. A new health center, later
named the A. D. Albright Health Center, was the

coach in 1983 and took the team to the NCAA Di
vision II Final Four in 1987 and 1999. In 2000 the
women's basketball team won NKU's first-ever na

tional title. They reached the Elite Eight in 2002
and the final game in 2003, but did not win that
year. The 2005 women's softball team holds the
longest intercollegiate win record in NCAA his
tory, with 55 victories; it was ranked number one
in the nation in NCAA Division II and finished in
the final four in the national tournament. In 2008

NKU's women's basketball team again won the
NCAA Division II National Championship, be
coming the first women's team in Kentucky to win
two national championships. In women's volley
ball and soccer, men's golf, soccer, and tennis,
NKU teams have also excelled, been ranked na

tionally, and advanced in several rounds of re
gional and national tournaments.
Dr. Albright announced his retirement in Oc
tober 1982, and once again the board of regents
had to find a new president. After a six-month
search and more than 200 applicants, the board
chose Dr. Leon E. Boothe as NKU's third presi
dent. He came to the university from Illinois State
University, where he had served as the vice presi
dent and provost. Boothe was inaugurated in De
cember 1983. One of his priorities as president was
to diversify the university by adding more interna
tional programs.
Just one month before Dr. Boothe's inaugura
tion, Chase Law School was given full accreditation
from the Association of American Law Schools.

In 1987 a baseball field was built on campus,
and there was talk about the team's going to the
NCAA Division I sports level. The school's officials

NORTHERN KENTUCKY WATER DISTRICT

also began asking for a sports convocation center,
but the issue was forced to the backgroundby other
pressing budget issues. In 1990 it resurfaced; how
ever, because of political fighting in the legislature,
the arena was dropped from the budget. In 2004
the administration of Governor Ernie Fletcher

(2003–2007) included in its budget $42 million to
build a regional special-events center at NKU. Sub

sequently, the Bank of Kentucky made a large
donation in return for naming rights. In 2008 the
Bank of Kentucky Arena opened on campus, seat
ing 10,000 for concerts and other shows and 9,400
for basketball, having cost $64.2 million The archi
tects were GBBN of Cincinnati and Three Sixty
Architecture of Kansas City, Mo.
As usual, space was a problem for NKU. In
spring 1990, enrollment had surpassed 11,000 and
more classrooms were needed. The Applied Sci
ence and Technology Center was opened that se
mester and provided a large computer lab along
with more classrooms and office space. The Fine
Arts building gained some much-needed addi
tional space when an addition was constructed in
1991 to house the Greaves Concert Hall, and more

student housing was built in 1992. Dr. Boothe saw
NKU through many expansions along with the ad
dition of many new degrees. When he announced
his resignation early in 1997, NKU again had to
search for a president. Boothe stayed and began
teaching history, retiring in 2007.
James C. Votruba, who had been teaching at
Michigan State University, became the next presi

dent and was inaugurated on August 1, 1997. He
has helped NKU become an economic factor in
Northern Kentucky, NKU currently offers more
than 70 baccalaureate degrees and 17 master's
programs. Votruba's term as president so far has
seen the addition of a new $38 million Science

Center, designed by Omni of Lexington, which
opened in the fall of 2002. A new housing unit
called University Suites opened in fall 2003, bring
ing the total housing capacity to 1,400. In March
2007 the university purchased the closed Lakeside
Manor Nursing Home and converted it into hous
ing for 460 students, at a total cost of $19 million;
it opened in fall 2008 and was named for longtime
Campbell Co. Democratic legislator James
Callahan.

Desiring to expand the university into the com
munity, Votruba opened the NKU Grant Co. Cen
ter in 1998 and the NKU Metropolitan Education
and Training Services (METS) Center, which cost
$12 million, in September 2003. The METS Center
is a training and learning center for local businesses
that also provides a connection to NKU.
A new $40 million student center opened in
August 2008, designed by Omni of Lexington. In
the same year, the City of Highland Heights an
nexed the main campus of the university. The
Carol Ann and Ralph V. Haile Jr./US Bank
Foundation donated $15 million to NKU's College

of Business in August 2008; it was the largest single

Mackenzie, Stuart, “New $1.2 Million Planetarium in
Works,” Northerner, October 6, 2004.

Neltner, Susan, “Student's First Assignment: The
Dorm,” Northerner, August 27, 2003.

Stallings, Frank L., Jr. Groundbreakings: Northern
Kentucky University's First Twenty-Five Years.
Highland Heights, Ky., NKU Publications, 1992.
Steely, Will Frank. Northern: Birth of a University.
Cincinnati. Gateway, 1993.

Van Benschoten, Amanda. “Northern Kentucky's
Most Influential People: #1 Jim Votruba,” SC, May
31, 2005, 2K.

Wartman, Scott. “Bank of Ky. Arena Era Set to Com
mence," KE, May 9, 2008, A1.

— “New Facility to Aid Student and Faculty Re
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after that initial meeting held with President
Votruba.
The curriculum consisted of the standard first

year college classes as well as continuing education
classes. All earned credits could be transferred to

other institutions or other NKU sites. Many stu
dents, expecting to transfer their credits, felt that

the NKU Grant Co. Center would give them an
easy transition into college. Students who might
not have attempted college otherwise gained a
chance to at least try out college work, and the cen
terserves as a recruiting satellite for the NKU main
campus.
The new center has been a success, but with the

search Education," Northerner, April 24, 2002.

James C. Claypool and
Elizabeth Comer Williams

NORTHERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY,

GRANT CO. The Northern Kentucky University
(NKU) Grant Co. Center opened in 1998 on Paris
St. in Williamstown. The goal was to provide better
access to college classes for students in the Grant
Co. area, reducing travel to NKU's main campus in
Highland Heights, 40 miles north.
The idea was first discussed in the 1970s, when

an area vocational school was planning to relocate.
Grant Co. competed to be selected as the site for

larger class sizes, the building quickly became too
small. The former Williamstown City Building,
which was about to be partially demolished and
used for storage, was selected to provide more
space. The renovation of this building was esti
mated to cost $200,000. Construction began and
the dedication was held in September 2004. By
then there were almost 400 students enrolled in 26

classes. The new building doubled the amount of
space available. It has four classrooms, wireless In
ternet access, and a technology resource room with
13 computers. Currently, the NKU Grant Co. Cen
ter offers classes that lead to certificates, associate

degrees, and bachelor degrees.

the vocational school but did not win the bid. In

March 1997 the idea resurfaced at a meeting be
tween NKU interim president Jack Moreland and
the community, where options for improving
NKU's community outreach services were dis
cussed. Another conference was held in September
1997 with Dr. James Votruba, incoming presi
dent of NKU. About 30 Grant Co. residents at

tended, showing their support. They wanted im
proved local access to higher education and wanted
a school in which to train the county's growing
workforce. This meeting went well, and some 30
more gatherings were held that year.
After these initial talks, things began to move
quickly, NKU performed impact studies to see

Baker-Nantz, Jamie. “NKU Finds New Home: City
Hall Saved from Demolition," Grant County
News, August 7, 2003.

“Northern Is on the Grow: Grant County Unit Ex
pands," KP September 9, 2004, K.
Pressley, Darrell S.“NKU Leaders Studying Branch in
Grant County." KE, September 14, 1997, Bl.
Tortora, Andrea. “New NKU Campus to Be Dedi
cated," KE, October 1, 1998, B2.
—. “NKU Courses Come to Grant," KE, June 22,
1998, Al.

Wilson, Brenda. "Long-time Dream of Local College
Center Finally Comes True in Grant County."

Grant County News, February 18, 1999, 11.

whether there was a need and whether there was

Yeager, Wayne. “Higher Education: NKU—Grant Co.
Center Gets New Home,” Grant County News,
September 16, 2004, IK.

enough interest to develop the concept. The resi

Elizabeth Comer Williams

dents of Grant Co. created the Grant Co. Higher
Education Foundation and raised more than

$40,000 for operational costs for the project, and
they leased a building with three classrooms. NKU
agreed to cover the additional $100,000 needed
for instructional and administrative costs.

The Grant Co. community worked together to
bring NKU to the county. Scholarships were do
nated by area businesses and registration for
courses offered at the new center was held at the
Chamber of Commerce in Williamstown. The first

semester's enrollment was anticipated to be 20 full
time and up to 60 part-time students. Classes be
gan on August 26, 1998, with 11 different classes.
Those first classes were not held in the designated
building, because it was still being renovated.
Again, the community stepped in and classes were

private donation in the university's history.

held next door at the Williamstown United

Carter, D. J. "METS Attract Business to Region,”
Northerner, August 27, 2003.

Methodist Church until the center's building
was ready. The NKU Grant Co. Center was offi
cially dedicated on October 7, 1998, just over a year

NORTHERN KENTUCKY WATER DIS

TRICT. The first public water systems in North
ern Kentucky were formed by the City of Coving
ton in 1871 and the City of Newport in 1873. In
1926 the Kenton Co. Water District No. 1 (KCWD)

was formed with the purchase of the Dixie Water
Company, which was serving areas along Dixie
Highway (U.S. 25); the KCWD included one
water-treatment plant at the time. In 1977 the
KCWD purchased Covington's water system and
thereby acquired one more water-treatment plant,
located in Fort Thomas. The Campbell Co. Ken
tucky Water District (CCKYWD), formed in
1955, purchased water from both the KCWD and
the Newport Water Works, also located in Fort
Thomas. Legal suits ensued between the two dis
tricts over the amount and purchase price of the
water. Both CCKYWD and KCWD acquired many
smaller systems after being established.
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Kentucky Mental Health—Mental Retardation
(MH-MR) Regional Board. Wilbert Ziegler was
elected to serve as the first chairman, and shortly
thereafter, Dr. Joseph Emmanuel Willett was hired

Commission (KPSC), the two water districts were

I-275 and I-75 in Erlanger that formerly was home
to the Cincinnati Steel Treating Co. The property
gives the water district two things it had been look
ing for since the merger: a central location inside
the I-275 beltway and additional space in which to

merged effectiveJanuary 1, 1997, toform the North

grow.

ern Kentucky Water Service District. In approving
this step, the KPSC noted that combining the dis
tricts would improve customer service, consolidate
debt, eliminate duplication of costs, and permit ef
forts that would ultimately result in economies of
scale, lower costs, and a higher level of service to the
public. The new district operated with a 10-mem
berboard, consisting of all commissioners from the
two former boards, for its first year, and later with
four Kenton Co. commissioners and two Campbell
Co. commissioners, based on the populations of

In response to increasing water-system de
mands, water-quality regulatory requirements, ag
ing and wear of equipment and facilities, the needs
for attention to customer service and proper re
dundancy in system components, and various
other factors, the NKWD developed its Asset
Management Plan for implementation and sched
uling of contemplated projects. The plan weighs
the necessity of each improvement, its appropriate
or required timing, and the associated costs. The
projects are identified with a timeline based on
their appropriate years for implementation. The
key components of the improvement program in
clude supply and delivery improvements, infra
structure renewal, regulatory compliance, treat
ment enhancements, and utility operations and
management. Since the district is under the regu
latory authority of the KPSC, all improvements
and projects must have the approval of that body.

ployee began outpatient services in a converted
three-room apartment at 412 E. Fourth St. in
Covington.
During Willett's 26-year tenure as director, the
agency greatly expanded its services as well as its
physical presence throughout the region in order
to better serve the community. As early as 1967, the
agency was providing educational, referral, and
screening services in addition to outpatient treat
ment. Day treatment services began that same year
in a building at Second and Greenup Sts. in Cov
ington, owned by the Kentucky Highway Depart

On the initiative of the judge-executives of
Campbell and Kenton counties and the boards of
commissioners of CCKYWD and KCWD, and

with the approval of the Kentucky Public Service

the two counties. The name of the district was

changed in 2000 to the Northern Kentucky Water
District (NKWD), and its commissioners began to
serve staggered four-year terms.
The NKWD is the primary source of treated
water in Northern Kentucky today; the merger
made the NKWD the largest water district in Ken
tucky and the third-largest water provider in the
state. The district is regulated by the KPSC, which
approves and regulates the district's capital proj

Reis, Jim. Pieces of the Past. Vol. 1. Covington, Ky.
Kentucky Post, 1988.

ects, rates, fees, and service standards. The NKWD

“Water District Oks Purchase–Taylor Mill Already
provides water to more than 81,000 service points,
supplying approximately 350,000 people in Ken
ton and Campbell counties and portions of Boone,
Grant, and Pendleton counties, including the
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International
Airport. In recent years, it also has acquired the
water utilities of the cities of Newport and Taylor
Mill. The NKWD is a special district of the Com
monwealth of Kentucky in that it is independent of
county government but was established to furnish
a water supply to the citizens of Campbell and
Kenton counties residing within the boundaries of

Had Approved Deal,” KP, November 12, 2003, 2K.

Connie Pangburn
NORTHKEY COMMUNITY CARE. North

Key Community Care, formerly known as North
ern Kentucky Comprehensive Care Center, pro
vides mental health, substance abuse, and

developmental disability services to clients in the
eight Northern Kentucky counties of Boone,
Campbell, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Owen,
and Pendleton. From its inception in 1966, the

as executive director. He and one additional em

ment, and continued there until the state sold the

property in the 1980s to privateenterprise. To meet
the needs of more individuals, in 1968 a building
was purchased at 718 Columbia St. in Newport,
and traveling clinics began servicing Carroll and
Grant counties. These clinics, made up of a psychi
atrist and a nurse, were available twice monthly to
residents of each county. Inpatient services were
also beginning to be offered through various affili
ates, including Speers Memorial Hospital in
Dayton, Ky. The name Comprehensive Care Cen
tercame into use at about this time in order to par
allel similar agencies serving other areas.
Numerous additions to the array of services
occurred during the 1970s. At 1408 Greenup St. in
Covington, the Droege House opened in 1970 to
house and treat male alcoholics. Short Term-Long
Term Residential was established in 1971 to pro
vide housing and other services for developmen
tally disabled adults, and by 1976 several Adult
Work Habilitation centers had become operational
in Boone, Carroll, Grant, and Pendleton counties.

As of 1972, individuals in the criminal justice sys

the district.

agency has been governed by a regional board

tem gained access to a forensic psychiatric evalua

The NKWD maintains approximately 1,170
miles of main, 3 raw-water pump stations, 3 water
treatment plants, 12 distribution pump stations,
and 17 water-storage tanks and covers a service
area of more than 208 square miles. The district

made up of individuals from each of the counties
served. NorthKey Community Care's mission is to
work “in partnership with the community to im
prove the quality of life of all its members through
service, education and prevention.” The organiza
tion is very similar in its mission to its neighbor to
the east, Comprehend Inc.
The opportunity to develop and provide these
services in Northern Kentucky sprang from fed
eral legislation, the Mental Retardation Facilities
and Community Mental Health Centers Act, en
acted in 1963, which provided matching funds for
states that created community treatment centers
for persons with mental health and related needs.
Kentucky's plan called for the creation of regional
boards throughout the state, made up of volunteers
who would be responsible for developing and over
seeing the needed services within their region. The
plan was called Pattern for Change and was sub
mitted to the governor in 1965. Its goal, in keeping
with the federal act, was to develop community
mental health care systems throughout the state.
One year later, in 1966, Northern Kentucky be
came the second region in the state to incorporate;
its organization became known as the Northern

tion and treatment team. Senior citizens and chil

draws raw water from the Ohio River and the Lick

ing River. The total filter capacity is 64 million gal
lons per day, with an average daily consumption of
32 million gallons. The district employs 155 people
to handle all customer service, engineering, water
quality, production, and distribution aspects of the
system.

Throughout the years, the NKWD has ac
quired smaller water systems in the area. The ac
quisition of the Newport water system in 2002
added a 10-million-gallon-per-day (m.g.d.) treat
ment plant that had an expansion capacity of 20
m.g.d. and saved ratepayers more than $34 million
in comparison to building a new plant. The pur
chase also maintained critical redundancy be
tween systems, was already sited and in operation,
and will help provide adequate supply for the re
gion until 2030.
The NKWD has recently acquired a 24-acre
complex at the northeast corner of the junction of

dren both saw additional services open up for them
in 1977, by way of the Life Center, a senior services
center in Covington that also has a children's out
patient counseling center. MH-MR services were
extended to Gallatin Co. during the following
year.

In 1978 a separategoverningboard was created
to manage a psychiatric hospital, and an inpatient
mental health unit was opened on a single floor of
the Covington-Kenton Co. Hospital at 502 Farrell
Dr. in Covington. Previously, this hospital had
served only tuberculosis patients. Amid some
initial controversy over the mixing of patients with
mental health problems and those with TB, the fa
cility was gradually converted to one occupied
solely by those in need of mental health services.
This transition was completed in 1980. Dr. Edward
G. Muntel was employed in 1981 as the director of
inpatient services, and in 1983 the facility was ex
panded and renovated in order to meet the special
mental health needs of children and adolescents.

The name was then officially changed to Children's
Psychiatric Hospital. Muntel succeeded Willet as
president and CEO of Comprehensive Care in
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1992, and the hospital's board was merged with
that of the MH-MR Regional Board in 1998.
Both inpatient and outpatient services for chil
dren were a major focus of the agency's growth in
the 1980s and 1990s, and inpatient services for
adults were discontinued in 1981. Among the
highlights of this focus on youth was the opening
of a Children's Treatment Center in Fort Thomas,

and several partnerships developed with area
school districts to provide day treatment services.
The goal of having the board's programs li
censed by an accrediting body in the field was
achieved in 1984, when outpatient services re
ceived accreditation from the Joint Commission

on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations
(JCAHO). One year later the hospital was accred
ited by the same group. To maintain its accredita
tion, staff and board members began a continuing
cycle of long-range planning, implementation, and
self-evaluation for all of its programs. In 1995 the
agency achieved a high rating in every category,
thus gaining JCAHO's Accreditation with Com
mendation status.

Further expansion of the outpatient services
provided by Comprehensive Care and the Chil
dren's Psychiatric Hospital took place in the latter
part of the 1980s and the 1990s. New offices in
Covington and in Owen and Pendleton Counties
were opened in 1985, 1989, and 1999, respectively.
In 1991 the J. E. Willett Treatment Center began
providing residential services for adults with de
velopmental disabilities; various other services
were provided to clients of allages.
Along with the ever-expanding services pro
vided by Northern Kentucky Comprehensive Care
Center since its inception came the continual need
for more space. During the early years, office space
was rented, but gradually the organization pur
chased or built its own facilities throughout the
area to house various programs. North Key Com
munity Care currently has staff in 24 office sites
throughout the region and owns 14 of the build
ings that house programs. The Regional Board of.
fice itself moved from Second and Greenup Sts. to
430 Garrard St. in Covington in 1972. In 1980 this
office was moved to 503 Farrell Dr., Covington.
Another issue that has faced the organization
throughout its history is obtaining adequate fund
ing. While the start-up funds came from the state,
with federal matching dollars, additional sources
have been sought to maintain current programs
and to implement new services. In 1976 an MH
MR Services tax was first proposed to the fiscal
courts in the eight counties North Key Commu
nity Care serves. The tax was placed on the ballots
for voter approval and passed in several counties

(charged on a sliding scale, based on clients' abil
ity to pay) round out the funding that sustains ser
vice delivery.
Following the merger of Comprehensive Care
and the Children's Psychiatric Hospital, the agen
cy's name was changed in 1999 from Northern
Kentucky Comprehensive Care Center to North
Key Community Care. This name is now used for
all services offered by the Northern Kentucky MH
MR Regional Board. Muntel continues to serve as
the president and CEO. A senior management staff
of 15 supervises approximately 430 employees in
the various service branches, including diagnosis,
treatment, support, and education. NorthKey
Community Care's outlook for the future includes
the continuation and further expansion of these
programs to meet the needs of the Northern Ken
tucky community.
Hicks, Jack. “TB Sanatorium Open to Mental Pa
tients?” KP, January 18, 1975, 15.
“Muntel New CEO at Hospital,” KP, August 21, 1992,

As a Catholic school, NDA continues to offer

its students an opportunity to grow in the knowl
edge and practice of faith. Notre Dame's educa
tional program is founded on four cornerstones
that are part of the educational heritage of the Sis
ters of Notre Dame: teacher dignity, individual
worth, the centrality of religion, and thoroughness
of instruction in all subjects. Today the school has
an enrollment of about 600 students and more

than 60 faculty and staff. It is governed by a four
member administrative team and supported by
dedicated staff, parents, more than 9,000 alumnae,
and community and business leaders.
Notre Dame Academy. Alumnae Directory. Bloom
ington, Ind. University Publishing, 2004.
“Notre Dame Academy: Celebrating 100 Years of

Women Making a Difference," Messenger (special
supplement), September 22, 2006.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,

Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Donna M. Bloemer
2K.

North Key Community Care. www.northkey.org/
live/index.asp (accessed December 2, 2005).

Vance, Debra Ann. “Social Services Struggle to Keep
Aid Going," KP, February 8, 1977,2K.

NOURSE, MARY M. (b. July 5, 1870, Mount
Healthy, Ohio; d. June 23, 1959, Fort Thomas, Ky.)
Artist Mary Madeline Nourse was the sixth of

Weathers, Rosemary. “Mental Health Pioneer Willett
Retires,” KP, August 21, 1992, 1K–2K.

Seward Nourse. She attended the Cincinnati Art

Janet M. Lester
NOTRE DAME ACADEMY. Notre Dame

Academy (NDA), in Park Hills, is owned and oper
ated by the Sisters of Notre Dame, a Roman
Catholic religious order. The academy began in
1875 as a school for children in kindergarten
through eighth grade, with an added two-year
commercial school. The enrollment in fall 1875

was seven. The sisters erected a four-story building
on Fifth St. in Covington to serve as a convent, and
the school there was dedicated on July 26, 1876. By
the time a high school program had been added to
the curriculum in 1906, Sister Mary Agnetis had
put in 30 years of service as the school's principal.
In 1937 it was necessary to close the elementary
school in order to accommodate the rapidly grow
ing secondary-level program. By the 1950s, the
building on Fifth St. became inadequate as the
school's enrollment grew to record numbers. It was
impractical to renovate such an old facility, so a
new Notre Dame Academy, costing nearly $1.5
million, was built on the grounds of the sisters'
provincial house in Park Hills. Alumnae, friends,
parents, and corporate sponsors such as Conrad
Hilton (of the hotel chain family, who donated
$500,000) contributed generously to the project.
The new school, on Hilton Dr., opened in October

in 1980. Many of the programs provided by

1963 with an enrollment of 562. In 1994 NDA

NorthKey Community Care continue to receive
support through local, state, and federal dollars,
but the board has at times encountered budget

launched a $2.9 million campaign to renovate the
old building and to construct a new addition hous

challenges related to funding changes. In order to

the new addition was completed, and the U.S. De
partment of Education named the academy a Blue

maintain a highly qualified clinical staff for the
delivery of services, the board has blended fund
ing streams and melded support for services from
a wide variety of sources. In addition, Medicaid,
Medicare, private insurance, and fees for services
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ing seven classrooms and a gymnasium. In 1996

Ribbon School of Excellence. In 2007 the school

launched a $12 million fundraising campaign to
renovate its facility and to add athletic fields and a
performing arts center.

seven children born to Charles E. and Viola J.

Academy, and in 1891 she became a decorator for
the Rookwood Pottery on Mount Adams in Cin
cinnati. She remained there for 14 years. Nourse
learned wood carving from Benn Pitman, an uncle
by marriage. She taught basket-weaving and
jewelry-making and taught art as a volunteer at a
Catholic school in Cincinnati. Mary was the niece
of Elizabeth Nourse, an internationally known
artist. Mary's work is displayed at museums in
France and Norway. For many years she resided
along E. Fourth St. in Covington; she was a mem
ber of the Covington Art Club for at least 55
years, and in 1920 she designed the organization's
insignia. Mary Nourse kept a scrapbook, which
contains many photographs of the early artists at
Rookwood Pottery. She died in 1959 ather home in
Fort Thomas and was buried at Spring Grove Cem
etery in Cincinnati.
Cummins, Virginia Raymond. Rookwood Pottery
Potpourri. Silver Spring, Md.: Cliff R. Leonard and
Duke Coleman, 1980.
“Death Takes Retired Artist,” KP, June 23, 1959, 6K.

Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati.
NURSING HOMES AND RETIREMENT

HOUSING. The long-term-care industry (nurs

ing homes licensed to provide skilled and interme
diate care) and the retirement housing business are
active in Northern Kentucky, as they are through
out the country. Facilities for care of the elderly
proliferated nationwide after Medicaid and Medi
care were created during the early 1960s. Before
1960 about 2,000 nursing homes operated in the
United States; today, there are nearly 20,000, con
taining approximately 2 million beds, and some 70
percent of nursing home residents participate in
Medicaid or Medicare, mainly Medicaid.
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In recent years, some demographers have sug
gested that given current usage patterns, the United
States needs to open one new 100-bed nursing
home each day just to keep up with demand. The
over-age-85 segment of the nation's population is
the fastest-growing age group, and the average age
of residents in nursing facilities today is around 82.
Furthermore, a greater percentage of the elderly
age cohort now needs nursing home care because
of increases in the mobility of adult children, in
two-wage-earner households, and in divorce rates.
The once common three-generation household
has become rare. Thus, the odds of a person's living
alone in later life have risen dramatically, and this
factor is the main predictor of one's need to entera
nursing or retirement home.
In former years, elderly care facilities in the
Northern Kentucky region were government run.
Each county, as required by early state legislation,
was responsible for its indigent poor and elderly
people, who were placed in the local county home,
specifically the county farm, where the county fis:
cal court provided for elderly citizens as well as or
phans and people who were physically or mentally
ill. Often called the local "pest house," these facili
ties were actually farmlike settings where the resi
dents grew their own produce and raised their own
livestock. In the 1870s Mason Co. began referring
to its "pest house" as the "county infirmary." Such
facilities have been recorded in Maysville; in
Bracken Co.; in Campbell Co., first in Alexandria
and later in Highland Heights, in Kenton Co., at
Latonia and along the Covington and Lexing
ton Turnpike, just south of Covington's city lim
its; and in Owen Co., just southwest of downtown
Owenton. At least two of these government-run
care operations evolved into modern skilled.
nursing facilities: in Latonia, the Kenton Co. Infir
mary became Rosedale Manor, and in Highland
Heights, the Campbell Co. Home (infirmary), re
named Lakeside Terrace, operated until it was
closed in 2006.

For elderly military veterans, the U.S. Veterans
Administration operates a 64-bed nursing facility
in Fort Thomas, the Veterans Administration

Medical Center. In the late 1940s it replaced the
short-term convalescent hospital (nursing home)
for U.S. Army Air Force personnel that operated
for a short time at the Fort Thomas Military
Reservation, just after World War II. A similar
facility existed briefly in the former resort hotels of
Fort Thomas just after World War I (see Alta

mont Springs Hotel; Shelly Arms Hotel).
Other federal or state-run nursing homes that care
for Northern Kentuckians are located in Dayton or
Chillicothe, Ohio; Anderson, Ind; and in Wilmore

in Jessamine Co., Ky.
Modern skilled-care and intermediate-care

nursing homesoperate in all the counties of North
ern Kentucky today. These homes, participants in
the Medicaid and Medicare programs, had to ob
tain a certificate of need from the Kentucky State
Health Department in order to build and operate.
Health planning, an idea born of the 1960s, limits
the beds available under the federal programs in a
given county based upon the county's population
of individuals overage 65. This measure represents
an attempt by the federal government to contain
costs. Gone are the many small 15-to-25-bed nurs
ing homes operating out of former residential
houses, structures not built to accord with modern

construction or fire-prevention standards.
Along Highland Ave. in Covington is a large
former skilled-nursing facility that offers only re
tirement housing today. Developed by former
Campbell Co. judge Andrew J. Jolly in the 1970s
as Geriatrics Inc., this multistory concrete struc
ture, at 300 beds, was once the largest nursing facil
ity in Kentucky. Its startup was marred with poli
tics, lawsuits, and trouble, but it eventually became
the St. John Nursing Home. In recent years, follow
inganother period offlux and name and ownership
changes, this nursing home became a part of Bap
tist Life Communities, a group noted for its quality

management; however, the facility no longer pro
vides licensed skilled nursing home care.
Retirement housing denotes a lower level of
care, provided to residents who on average are
somewhat younger than nursing home residents.
They live in apartments, rather than two to a room
asis common in a nursing home. Retirement hous
ing facilities may be operated by proprietary or
nonprofit groups or by government entities. The
federal government, in conjunction with local
nonprofit sponsors, has constructed several HUD
(Housing and Urban Development) independent
living housing projects for seniors in Northern
Kentucky. Examples include the Golden Tower
and the Panorama Apartments in Covington
(both designed by architect Carl Bankemper),
the Grand Tower and the Saratoga Apartments in
Newport, Colonial Heights in Florence, and
Parkview Manor in Williamstown. Residents' rent

is subsidized so that they pay no more than 25 per
cent of their income in rent, which includes utili

ties. Only housing and a small number of activities
are provided; residents do their own cooking Bap
tistLife Communities operates independent-living
units next to its Village Care Center in Erlanger.
Congregate and assisted-living housing are
types of retirement housing that provide other lev
els of care. In congregatehousing, at least one meal
per day is included in the monthly charge; assisted
living arrangements usually offer three meals each
day and general care, in contrast to the skilled or
intermediate care of nursing homes. The federal
government does not subsidize congregate or
assisted-living housing. Examples in Northern
Kentucky include Colonial Heights in Florence (a
facility of the Retirement Housing Foundation of
Long Beach, Calif.), which offers assisted living in
addition to independent living; Griesser Farm in
Burlington, a Baptist Life Communities facility of
fering independent living plus; Brighton Gardens,
developed and first owned by Marriot Senior Liv
ing but now owned by Sunrise Senior Living, along
Turkeyfoot Rd. in Edgewood, and the two facilities
of Atria Senior Living of Louisville in Kenton Co.:
Summit Heights in Crestview Hills and the Matt
Toebben-built Highland Crossings in FortWright.
The latter is near the St. Charles Care Center, which

also offers a similar level of care. Many local nurs
inghomes are beginning to offerasmall number of
independent-living units on their grounds.
A recent trend in Northern Kentucky has
been the establishment of hospices, which pro
vide care for the terminally ill either at home or
in a separate facility. Within the past 10 years, the
Hospice of Northern Kentucky, an affiliate of the
Hospice of the Bluegrass, has opened in Fort
Thomas at 1463 Alexandria Pk. Its patients are
cared for at home, in other long-term-care facili
ties, and in hospitals such as the nine-bed unit it
operates within St. Luke Hospital East. A similar
facility has recently opened on the campus of the
St. Elizabeth Medical Center in Edgewood as
a result of a $2 million gift from the Ralph
Haile/US Bank Foundation. It is Northern

Boone Co. Infirmary 1918.

Kentucky's first freestanding hospice, with room
for 16 patients.
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The Methodist retirement group of Cincinnati
(now called Life Enriching Communities), the
longtime operator of the Methodist Home at Col
lege Hill, Twin Towers, and other similar opera
tions in Ohio, purchased a few years ago the land
where the Beverly Hills Supper Club once stood
in Southgate, Ky. The group's announced plan was
to build on the site a multifaceted continuing-care
retirement community consisting of independent
living, congregate housing, and nursing home
care. However, construction has not yet begun.
Perhaps Life Enriching Communities judges that
the potential occupants of a retirement commu
nity will be reluctant to live at the location of the
Beverly Hills Supper Club fire in 1977, in which

Harborside Healthcare (formerly Woodspoint),
Florence

Garrard Convalescent Home, Covington
Madonna Manor, Villa Hills

St. Luke Hospital West, Florence (a few long

Rosedale Manor, Latonia

term-care beds)

St. Charles Care Center, Fort Wright
Bracken Co.

St.

Bracken Co. Nursing and Rehabilitation Center,
Augusta
Campbell Co.
Baptist Convalescent Center, Newport

Elizabeth

Medical

Center North,

Covington
Village Care Center, Erlanger
Villaspring of Erlanger
Woodcrest Manor Care Center, Elsmere

Carmel Manor, Fort Thomas

Mason Co.

Highlands, Fort Thomas
St. Luke Hospital East, Fort Thomas (has a few
long-term-care beds)

Owen Co.

Maysville Nursing and Rehabilitation Facility
Harborside Health Care Facility, Owenton

Carroll Co.
Pendleton Co.

165 adults and teens and two unborn children

died. The event maybe too fresh in their memories.
If developed, the facility will be the first such full
service retirement housing operation in Northern
Kentucky. Several retirement-housing develop
ment companies have considered that site since the
fire but have passed it by, despite its excellent loca
tion from an operations point of view.

683

Green Valley Health and Rehabilitation Center,

River Valley Nursing Home, Butler

Carrollton.
Robertson Co.
Gallatin Co.

Robertson Co. Health Care Facility, Mount
Gallatin Health Care Center, Warsaw

Olivet

Grant Co.
Grant

Manor

HealthCare

Center,

Mendelson, Mary Adelaide. Tender Loving Greed.
New York: Knopf, 1974.

Williamstown

Vladeck, Bruce. Unloving Care. New York. Basic
Northern Kentucky Nursing Homes
Boone Co.

Florence Park Care Center, Florence

Kenton Co.

Covington Ladies Home (an Amos Shinkle
charity of a century ago)

Books, 1980.

Michael R. Sweeney

school in 1867 and maintained it until November

Oakland Christian Workers. Oakland's Centennial

8, 1902, when it was sold to the Gallatin Co. School

Cook Book, 1869–1969 Chicago: Women's Club,

District for $10.

1969.

The first Sunday school at the Oakland Baptist
Church began in 1904, and the church's first organ
arrived in 1917. No church meetings were held dur

OAKISLAND BAPTIST CHURCH. Oak Is

land Baptist Church began in a log schoolhouse
on top of Bowman Hill in southern Kenton Co.
The church, organized on July 31, 1858, as Bowman
Baptist Church, drew its members from congrega.
tions of Baptist churches in Covington, Critten
den, DeCoursey Creek, Lee's Spring, and Wilm
ington. The first pastor of Bowman Baptist Church
was N. H. Carlisle. The congregation met for more
than 10 years in the schoolhouse on Bowman Hill.
In 1869, when more space was needed, the church
obtained a plot of land on Cruise Creek in Kenton

neighborhood located just south of Taylor Mill.

enza epidemic in the nation. The church was re
modeled in 1921, and a new entrance, a steeple,
and a church bell were added. The front porch was
added and electricity was installed in 1938. The
parsonage was built in 1952, and the church has un
dergone numerous improvements since. In 2006
the Oakland Baptist Church was still meeting

The businesses and homes at the intersection of

Unsigned typescript distributed by the Oakland Baptist
Church, Kenton Co. Public Library, Covington, Ky.

Bernie Spencer
OAKLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH. The
Oakland Christian Church is located at 5161 Mil
ford Rd. in Falmouth. Before there was a church,

the residents of Browningsville, on Willow Creek,
would meet in the general store to discuss every
day business, the weather, and the Bible. In 1860
the Browningsville Christian Church was orga
nized after seven men formed a Bible study group.
The Browningsville log schoolhouse was the
church's first meeting-place, and the first pastor
was William P. Houston. The initial few years were
difficult for the church, with the Civil War caus

ing division among members. But despite the
hardships of war, and although there were mem
bers fighting on different sides, families continued
to attend church together. Some brought their
slaves to services. As the membership grew, the
need for a more centrally located place of worship
became apparent. Therefore, the church was

"Oak Island Hosts a Revival," Erlanger Dixie News,

moved into the Oakland school. In 1869 the Oak

April 29, 1993, 19.
"Recording the '80s. A Decade in Review." Kenton
County Recorder, December 26, 1989, 1.

land Christian Church's first permanent sanctu
ary was erected in a grove of oak trees on land in
Falmouth donated by Lorenzo Colvin. In 1916,
under the leadership of David W. Nicholas, the

Andrea Watkins

Hands Pk. (Ky. Rt. 1501) and Taylor Mill Rd. (Ky.
Rt. 16) in Oak Ridge serve as a reminder of the
small communities that dotted central Kenton

Co., before the wave of annexation that began
during the 1960s. Established during the early
1800s, Oak Ridge was a farming community. An
Oak Ridge booster reported to a Covington news
paper in 1883 that "peace and friendship and
plenty prevail at the Ridge." The names of early
Oak Ridge families including Hand, Klette, Lip
scomb, and Senour survive as street names. Lato

plot, creating an island where more than one
dozen oaktrees grew, the church changed its name
to Oak Island Baptist Church on August 21, 1869.
However, when it rained, the creek would run high
and the church's meetinghouse was in danger of
being swept away. In November 1882, church
trustees purchased an acre of ground known as
Van Patten Corner, located on a hill near Morning
View. The building on Oak Island was then torn
down and moved to the present location of the
until 1908, when a new building was constructed
on the site and a separate one-room schoolhouse
was built. The church continues weekly meetings
today and is a member of the Northern Kentucky
Baptist Association.

OAKRIDGE. Oak Ridge is a central Kenton Co.

ing the winter of 1918–1919 because of the influ

Co. Because the creek ran around both sides of the

church. It was used as both a school and a church

Melissa J. Wickelhaus

first church structure was demolished and a new
one built. The new church was erected on the old

nia Lakes, originally a resort village, was carved
out of Oak Ridge during the early 1930s. After
World War II, Oak Ridge began the slow transi.
tion from a farming to a suburban community.
Annexations over the past 30 years have almost
removed Oak Ridge from the map, as Covington,
Independence, and Latonia Lakes have partitioned
the area. This process has not always been smooth.
During the early 1980s, for instance, a staffing re
duction at the Oak Ridge Fire Department, oper
ated by Covington since annexing it in 1978,
brought a backlash from Oak Ridge residents. The
proposed widening of Taylor Mill Rd. (Ky. Rt. 16)
may bring more disruptions to Oak Ridge. Land
marks remaining in Oak Ridge include the Oak
Ridge Baptist Church, founded in 1844, and
the Oak Ridge School building, which nowhouses
the Bible Baptist Church.
An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D.J. Lake, 1883.
"Cuts at Oak Ridge Still Issue for Residents." KP
March 3, 1983, 5K.

"Kenton County." DC, March 20, 1883,4,
*900 Cottage Sites Established at Latonia Lakes," KP
June 14, 1931, 9.

Greg Perkins

OAKLAND BAPTIST CHURCH. The Oak

land Baptist Church, on Johnson Rd. in Gallatin
Co., between Glencoe and Warsaw, was organized
in 1859. Its first church building was erected in
1862 on land donated by Alfred Arrasmith in a
deed dated August 6, 1862. Joseph Ambrose (1798–
1881), from Estill Co., was the first minister and the

organizer of the church; he was buried in the
church's cemetery. The first members of the new
church included U.C. Allphin, Joseph Arrasmith,
Joseph Brett, E. N. Casey, T. J. Clements, Elkanah
Crouch, Henry Crouch, John Crouch, Peter Dor
man, Ben Duncan, Josiah Ellis, Thomas Ellis, Al

fred Kemper, David Lilly, and Joseph Myers.
An earlier church, Providence Baptist Church,
existed in the neighborhood as early as 1831 and
was a forerunner of the Oakland Baptist Church.
Both churches were members of the Ten Mile Bap
tist Association, which reorganized Providence
Baptist Church as the Oakland Baptist Church.
The new Oakland Baptist Church established a

foundation stones and cost $3,000. Today, the
church is still using the pews that were purchased
when this building was erected. William M. Le
nox served as pastor from 1918 through 1964. In
1929 the Oakland Christian Workers women's

group was formed. In December 1964, the church
began holding weekly, rather than monthly, ser
vices. The building was remodeled by addition of a
choir loft, abaptistery, alibrary, a minister's office,
and several classrooms. The size of the sanctuary
was also increased. In 1984 John Lang, and later
David Mason, were called as youth ministers. To
day, the Oakland Church has an attendance of
about 175 each Sunday, and John M. Byard is the
minister.

Belew, Mildred Bowen. The First 200 Years of Pend

leton County. Falmouth, Ky: M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.
1994].
"Oakland Christian Church Observes Centennial,"

Falmouth Outlook, July 18, 1869,8.

OAKRIDGE BAPTIST CHURCH. The Oak

Ridge Baptist Church, at 6056 Taylor Mill (Ky. Rt.
16) in southern Kenton Co., is part of the Southern
Baptist denomination and a member of the North
ern Kentucky Baptist Association. It celebrated its
160th anniversary in October 2004.
The church was organized October 4, 1844,
by 37 families belonging to the Banklick Baptist
Church (known today as the Hickory Grove Bap
tist Church), who wanted a church closer to their

homes in the Decoursey Pk. (Ky. Rt. 177) area. The
new church's name at first was the DeCoursey
Creek Baptist Church, and meetings were held in
astore on Klette Rd. until the following year, when
a church building was constructed on the east side
of Decoursey Pk about one-half mile south of the
top of Pye's Hill and five miles south of Latonia.
Local physician George White donated the 1.5
acre lot. This first structure, which is used today as
a private residence, was a two-story white frame

OHIO RIVER

building. It served as both a school and a church
until 1872. In that year the DeCoursey Creek Bap
tist Church moved into the Richardson School

house, on Taylor Mill Rd. opposite Klette Rd.; the
church's name was changed to the Oak Ridge Bap
tist Church. That building is now used by the
Brucewood Presbyterian Church. In June 1879, a
new one-room frame church was built on the site
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ley D. Rouse. After a long and distinguished ca
reer, O'Hara died of Bright's disease at age 75 in
1900, at his home at 27 W. 11th St. in Covington.
Funeral services were held at St. Mary Cathedral
and burial was in the Linden Grove Cemetery in

Catholic Church in Fort Wright, and burial was in
St. Mary Cemetery, Fort Mitchell.

Covington.

“Justice John J. O'Hara,” KP, December 9, 1997, 16A.

“John J. O'Hara," KP, December 10, 1997, 4K.

“Judges Mourn Death of John Jay O'Hara," KP, De
cember 9, 1997, IK.

Local History Files, Kenton Co. Public Library, Cov
“Bar of Kenton County Took Suitable Action," KP,

ington, Ky.

August 23, 1900, 3.

of the present church grounds on Taylor Mill Rd.,
property donated by the Richardson family. The
old building on Decoursey Pk. was deeded over to
the Kenton Co. Board of Education and served as a
school until 1929.
In 1942 the frame church built in 1879 was

moved to the present church property and placed

“Judge James J. O'Hara Died Tuesday Night," KP, Au
gust 22, 1900, 5.

“Judge James J. O'Hara Funeral," KP, August 23,
1900, 3.

Levin, H., ed. The Lawyers and Lawmakers of Ken
tucky. Chicago: Lewis Publishing, 1897.
"Mrs. Judge O'Hara,” KP, March 22, 1893, 4.

on a new basement. In 1954 construction was be

gun on the basement of the present structure, in
1957 construction of the main sanctuary started,
and on October 15, 1958, the first services were

held in the present brick structure during the
church's 114th anniversary. In 1955, 42 members
left the Oak Ridge Baptist Church to form the Am
ity Baptist Mission at Plantation Heights in Tay
lor Mill. The old frame building on the present
grounds was torn down in 1960 to make way for
additional parking space. An educational building
was completed on the north side of the sanctuary
that same year.

OHIO RIVER, The Ohio River, which begins at
Pittsburgh with the confluence of the Allegheny
and Monongahela rivers, flows 981 miles generally
southwest to its confluence with the Mississippi
River near Cairo, Ill. Its halfway point is at mile
490.5, in Boone Co., near where Garrison Creek
flows into it. The Ohio River forms the northern

O’HARA, JOHN “JAY” (b. October 1, 1922,

boundaries of Mason, Bracken, Pendleton (a small

Covington, Ky.; d. December 7, 1997, Edgewood,
Ky). Kenton Co. attorney John "Jay" O'Hara was

section), Campbell, Kenton, Boone, Gallatin, and
Carroll counties in Northern Kentucky. Kentucky,
using the claims of old Virginia to the low-water
mark of the northern shore, long claimed own
ership of the Ohio River through Northern Ken
tucky. Through the years, as the river changed and
high-lift dams raised its level, a series of lawsuits
concerning the boundary line worked their way to
the U.S. Supreme Court, until Kentucky v. Indi
ana (decree entered 1985) and Ohio v. Kentucky
(decided 1980, decree entered 1985) finally estab
lished the existing boundary. Today the river re
mains an important conduit for the shipment of in
dustrial goods and natural resources. It also serves
recreational purposes, including boating, fishing,
and water skiing.
The present course of the Ohio River in North
ern Kentucky was established during the Pleisto
cene epoch of the Quaternary period (see Geol
ogy), during the time of the Illinoian Glacier,
about 200,000–250,000 years ago. The glacier
formed an ice dam, forcing the pre-Illinoian Deep
Stage Ohio River (which flowed as far north as
present-day Hamilton, Ohio) to be deflected south
ward and causing the modern Ohio River to as
sume its present course from the area of Lunken

the son of J. Earl O’Hara, who worked in the to
bacco business and later owned a Ford automo

tive dealership in Ludlow. Jay O'Hara said that as
far back as he could remember, he always wanted
to become an attorney. However, World War II
interrupted his schooling, and he spent several
years in the U.S. Army. During the war he was
injured and sent to a hospital in Louisville for
treatment. There he met a nurse from Idaho,

thor of The Bivouac of the Dead. James O'Hara

named Dorothy Arnold, and a romance soon de
veloped. In 1946, after the end of the war, the
couple married and made their home on 17th St.
in Covington. Jay O'Hara entered Xavier Univer
sity in Cincinnati and graduated in 1947. He then
attended the University of Kentucky Law School
at Lexington, graduating in 1949. By that time,
the first two of the couple's seven children had
arrived, and the family moved into a larger house,
located on Old State Rd. in Park Hills. They later
moved to a home on Park Dr. in Edgewood. O'Hara
worked as a partner in the law firm of O'Hara,
Ruberg, Cetrulo, and Osborne. In 1958 O'Hara was
elected Kenton Co. commonwealth attorney, a
position he held for the next 18 years. During the
1960s he saw the need for a drug-education pro
gram and began speaking to high school, college,
and civic groups throughout Kentucky, Indiana,
and Ohio about this growing problem. He served
as president of the Kentucky Bar Association in
1973 and as president of the National Association
of District Attorneys in 1974. O'Hara was ap
pointed a Kentucky Supreme Court justice in

married Oberia Conn of Bourbon Co., and the

1982 but was defeated when he ran for election

couple had one daughter. In 1859 they moved to
Covington, where O'Hara spent the rest of his
life. About 1863 he created a law partnership with
John G. Carlisle. In 1868 he was elected a judge
of Kentucky's 12th District, a position he held un
til 1874, when he became a law partner of former
Kentucky governor John W. Stevenson (1867–

the following year. In 1990 he was diagnosed with
prostate cancer but continued to work in his law
practice. He went public with his illness and
campaigned tirelessly about the need for regular
prostate examinations. After their children were
grown, O'Hara and his wife enjoyed spending time
at the Summit Hills Golf and Country Club in

1871). Stevenson retired from the firm in 1881,

Edgewood, golfing, dancing, playing bridge, and
just socializing. They also became world travelers,
visiting Ireland a number of times and also Bel
gium, France, Germany, Italy, and Switzerland.

centered on rivers and streams and included

John Jay and Dorothy O'Hara had been married
for 51 years when he died in his Edgewood home at
age 75. Funeral services were held at the St. Agnes

where American Indians collected mussel shells,

Oak Ridge Baptist Church 100th Anniversary Book
let. Latonia Lakes, Ky. Oak Ridge Baptist Church,
1944.

“SpecialServices MarkAnniversariesat Two Churches,”
KP. September 26, 1987,6K.

"Taught Sunday School 62 Years,” KP October 15,
2003, A15.

Pat Workman

O'HARA, JAMES J. (b. May 6, 1825, New Lib
erty, Ky.; d. August 21, 1900, Covington, Ky.) Judge
James J. O'Hara, a Democrat and a prominent
lawyer, was the son of lawyer James O'Hara Sr., a
native of Ireland, who settled at New Liberty in
Owen Co. James J. O'Hara was educated at St.

Mary's College, near Lebanon, Ky. After gradua
tion, he moved to Crittenden in Grant Co., where

he began the practice of law. During the Civil
War, his activities in support of the South led to
his being imprisoned by the Union for several
years at Camp Chase, in Columbus, Ohio. O'Hara
was a first cousin of Col. Theodore O'Hara, au

and O'Hara formed a new partnership with his
associate James W. Bryan, who served as Ken
tucky's lieutenant governor from 1887 until 1891,
and also with future Kentucky governor William
Goebel (1900). That firm lasted until 1893, when

another law partnership was formed with Shel

Airport in Cincinnati to Lawrenceburg, Ind. The
Deep Stage Licking River (which had emptied
into the Deep Stage Ohio River near present-day
St. Bernard, Ohio) was also forced south by the gla
cier, and the confluence of the Licking River with
the Ohio River shifted to its present-day location
(the Point) between Covington and Newport and
across from Cincinnati.

After the retreat of the Wisconsinglacier about
10,000 years ago, Paleo-Indians began to live in the
Greater Cincinnati region (see American Indi
ans). Evidence of habitation exists in Northern

Kentucky from the Paleo, Archaic, Woodland and
Late Prehistoric—Fort Ancient periods. The Ad

ena, Hopewell and Newtown cultures of the
Woodland period (ca. 1000 B.C.—A.D. 1000) largely
burial mounds. The Late Prehistoric-Fort Ancient

period (A.D. 1000 until after 1600) was marked by
villages along the Ohio River and its tributaries,
eating the mussels and using the shells for tools.
They also cultivated corn, beans, and squash. By
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the 1600s some sites of habitation, such as that at

Petersburg in Boone Co., include archaeological
evidence of a trading network with European ex
plorers, trappers, and missionaries.
For early transportation along the Ohio River,
dugout canoes were used by both American Indi
ans and early explorers. Sometimes as large as

60 feet long and 5 feet wide, dugout canoes took
much time to make. Before the advent of steam

boats, early settlers used keelboats and flatboats.
Keelboats, with a keel running along the center of
the hull, ranged from 40 to 100 feet long and from
7 to 20 feet wide. The keel, along with a pointed
bow and stern, contributed to stability and ma

neuverability. Oars, poles, and sometimes sails
were used to move keelboats both downstream

and upstream. Flatboats, in contrast, were down
stream vessels. Commonly, they were 25 feet wide
and 50 feet long. Often built by German immi
grants living in Redstone, Pa., on the Mononga
hela River, they were sold to settlers. A flatboat
generally contained a cabin for the passengers and
the crew, a fireplace, and a pen or stable for live
stock. Long stern oars, as well as two to four side
oars, were used for steering. Many of the settlers
disembarked at Maysville or at other places in
Northern Kentucky. The flatboats would be disas
sembled and their materials used to build cabins

and small outbuildings.
The French made early claims to the Ohio
River Valley and what became Northern Ken
tucky, based upon the 1682 exploration of René
Robert Cavelier LaSalle, who specifically claimed
the entire watershed of the Mississippi River
(which includes that of the Ohio River Valley) for
King Louis XIV. In 1749 French explorer Pierre
Joseph Céloron de Bienville designated it as
French territory. Early French explorers, traders,
and trappers who passed through the area were
under the administration of Quebec. The Treaty
of Paris (1763), ending the French and Indian
War, resulted in the loss of all of this French terri

tory east of the Mississippi River to Great Britain.
The British, in turn, issued the Proclamation of

1763, forbidding settlement west of the Appala
chian Mountains until the area could be stabi

lized. In 1774, the Treaty of Camp Charlotte, end
ing Lord Dunmore's War, set the Ohio River as
the boundary between American Indians and set
tlers, with the Shawnee Indians agreeing to stay
north of the Ohio River and the settlers south of it.

In 1783, by the Treaty of Paris, which ended the
Revolutionary War, the United States gained ti
tle to the Ohio River Valley and the area of North
ern Kentucky. During the Revolutionary War,
several battles were fought along the Ohio River,
including Lochry's Defeat and Rogers’ Defeat.
The Point was the gathering site of two major,
1,000-man expeditions against the Ohio Indians,
allies of the British. In 1784 the Spanish, who had
regained old New Orleans by the Treaty of Paris in
1783, closed the Mississippi River and the port of
New Orleans to U.S. citizens, upsetting Kentucki
ans. By the Treaty of San Lorenzo (Pinckney's
Treaty) in 1795, Spain granted the United States

navigation of the Mississippi River and also
opened its port of New Orleans.
The land that became Northern Kentucky was
claimed by the State of Virginia until Kentucky be
came a state, in 1792. Settlement followed the hap
hazard, shingled-over pattern of Virginia, with
early land grants awarded to veterans of the Vir
ginia lines in wars ranging from the French and
Indian to the Revolutionary. Kentucky retained
the slaveholding of old Virginia. North of the Ohio
River, with the exception of the Virginia Military
District, lying east of the Little Miami River, settle

ment proceeded according to the regular grid
pattern outlined by the Northwest Ordinance,
which also forbade slavery. Hence, the Ohio River
was traditionally considered a part of the historic
Mason-Dixon Line, separating slave territory in
Northern Kentucky from free territory in Ohio
and Indiana.

Although debate continues concerning who
actually invented the steamboat, it is agreed that
the New Orleans (owned by Robert Fulton, Rob
ert Livingston, and Nicholas Roosevelt) was the
first steamboat on the Ohio River, making its voy
age downstream from Pittsburgh to New Orleans
in 1811. In 1815 Henry M. Shreve's Enterprise
made the first upstream steamboat trip, from New
Orleans to Louisville. Steamboats could travel up
stream, against the current, more quickly than
keelboats. At the Falls of the Ohio at Louisville,

however, it continued to be necessary to off-load
cargo, transship it by land to below the falls, and
then reload it, at least until the completion of the

ton, transported to Covington by drovers and later
by railroad, were slaughtered at Covington's mas
sive Milward and Oldershaw packinghouse (see
Meatpacking). Prepared especially for the Brit
ish market, they were transported by steamboats
down the Licking, Ohio, and Mississippi rivers for
shipment to Europe. Northern Kentucky's antebel
lum ties to the South were strengthened by steam
boat trade and travel. Major port cities included
Maysville, Augusta, Newport, Covington, Peters
burg, Warsaw, and Carrollton. Also, by merely wav
ing a handkerchief or lighting a lantern, a farmer
along the Ohio River could hail a steamboat for
shipment of agricultural goods or livestock from
the farm landing.
Northern Kentucky also had its share of steam
boat owners, captains, and pilots, such as Freder
ick Laidley and the Fearn family. Northern
Kentuckian Captain Edward Maurer had a dis
tinguished career, settinga Louisville-to-Cincinnati
record of nine hours and 42 minutes aboard the

City of Louisville in 1894. Captain Richard M.
Wade, a resident of Covington, was a longtime
riverboat captain. In 1868 he was master of the
United States when it collided near Warsaw with

the America (see Steamboat Disasters).
In antebellum times, the Ohio River marked

the dividing point between freedom and slav
ery. Abolitionists in the Ohio River counties of
Northern Kentucky worked along with their
counterparts in Ohio and Indiana as part of the
Underground Railroad, secreting slaves who
were moving toward freedom. During the Civil

Louisville and Portland Canal in 1830.

War, President Abraham Lincoln (1861–1865)

In 1816 Henry Shreve launched his packet boat
Washington on the Ohio River. With its boilers
placed horizontally on the main deck, rather than
in the hold, it was the first packet boat with a truly
shallow draft, an important innovation for the
then-shallow waters of the Ohio and Mississippi
rivers. Three years later, in 1819, the U.S. Congress
passed an act permitting the Federal Post Office
Department to contract with steamboats for the
transport of mail, and Shreve built his Postboy the
same year to carry the U.S. mail. In 1824 in Cincin
nati, Shreve launched the George Washington,
whose innovations included a third deck, private
staterooms, and two wheels that were indepen
dently operated by two separate engines. Before
this time, sidewheel steamboats were powered by a
single engine with a common shaft. These innova
tions gave the George Washington greater power
and maneuverability and made it more comfort

closed the Ohio River to trade with the Confed

able for passengers.
Northern Kentucky was the home of boat
yards (see Paris Brown) that constructed steam
boats, and one of the first of these steamboats was

the Missouri, launched in Newport in 1819. Steam
ferryboats, which eventually replaced horseferries,
also plied the Ohio River (see Ferries, Anderson
Ferry; Augusta Ferry), carrying passengers and
freight between the shores.
Steamboats and ferries contributed to vast

changes in commercial trading patterns. For in
stance, hogs raised in the bluegrass area of Lexing

erate States of America and placed gunboats
along the river. A pontoon bridge (see Pontoon
Bridges, Civil War) connected Cincinnati to
Covington.

The John A. Roebling Bridge was the first
bridge across the Ohio River in Northern Ken
tucky, opening between Covington and Cincin
nati in 1866–1867. It was followed by numerous
other bridges, including the L&N Bridge (Pur
ple People Bridge); the Cincinnati Southern
Railroad Bridge; the Chesapeake and Ohio
Railroad Bridge; the Simon Kenton Memorial
Bridge, Maysville; the Markland Dam Bridge;
the Carroll C. Cropper Bridge; the Combs
Hehl Bridge; the Daniel Carter Beard Bridge,
the Taylor-Southgate Bridge; and the William
H. Harsha Bridge.
The Ohio River has been subject to flooding
throughout historical times. Before the use of
gauges to measure the river's depth, only educated
estimates can be given of major floods, including
that of 1774, when its depth was about 76 feet. Of.
ficial records of floods on the Ohio River in the

Cincinnati-Northern Kentucky area date from
1858. The flood of 1884 reached 71.1 feet on the

Cincinnati gauge; the floods of 1907 crested at
65.2 feet; the flood of 1913 at 69.9 feet; and the

worst in history, the flood of 1937, at 79.9 feet.
After the flood of 1937, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers oversaw construction of a massive series

OHIO RIVER BEACHES
of concrete and earthen floodwalls in Northern

Kentucky (see Flood Control).
The Ohio River was also subject to periods of
extremely low water in dry seasons, halting all
navigation. For instance, the Ohio River stage at

way of life. Shantyboats lined the riverbanks in
some areas and provided a bohemian lifestyle that
appealed to Northern Kentucky artist Harlan
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neers, United States Army. Louisville, Ky: U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, 1974.
Klein, Benjamin F. The Ohio River Handbook and

Cincinnati fell to the lowest level on record, 1.9

from the summerheat at beaches, rode steamboats

Picture Album. Cincinnati. Young and Klein, 1969.
Lytle, William M., and Forrest R. Holdcamper, comps.
Merchant Steam Vessels of the United States,

feet, in 1881. Sandbars along the Dayton and Belle
vue shoreline impaired navigation but enabled
recreational opportunities like swimming (see

to Boone Co.'s Parlor Grove for picnics, and

and ed. Kenneth R. Hall. Staten Island, N.Y.:Steam

boarded the steamer Island Queen for Cincinnati's

ship Historical Society of America, 1975.
McCall, Edith. Conquering the Rivers: Henry Miler
Shreve and the Navigation of America's Inland

Hubbard and his wife, Anna Hubbard, for ex

ample. Northern Kentucky residents sought relief

1790–1868, “The Lytle-Holdcamper List." Rev.

Ohio River Beaches). A rockbar was situated in

front of the mouth of the Licking River inferior to
the deeper natural channel and port on the Cin
cinnati side. Beginning in 1887, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers began underwater blasting of
the Licking rockbar, and by 1895 it had removed
29,862 cubic yards of material, much of which
was subsequently used to build dikes along the
Ohio River locally to channel the water for navi
gational purposes. Also, each year the U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers used snagboats, such as the
E. A. Woodruff, whose iron hull was built in
Covington in 1874, to clear the river of dangerous
snags.
While the removal of sandbars, rockbars, and

snags aided navigation, they were not enough to
provide a deep channel for year-round commerce
(see Ohio River Navigation, Ohio River Locks
and Dams). In 1875 the U.S. Congress appropri

Coney Island Amusement Park. Ludlow's Lagoon
Amusement Park and Dayton's Tacoma Park
also lay along the Ohio River. In more recent times,
BBRiverboats has provided riverexcursions, and
customers have flocked to eat at the Mike Fink

Floating Restaurant (see John Beatty, Ben
Bernstein; Betty Blake) in Covington, at Capro
ni's Restaurant in Maysville, and at Newport
After decades of neglecting their riverfronts,
river cities like Covington rediscovered their roots
and began massive restoration and redevelopment
projects such as the Licking-Riverside, Riverside
Drive, and Ohio Riverside National Historic

Districts. The redevelopment of Covington's riv
erfront includes the Roebling Murals on the
Covington floodwall and Riverwalk statues of
John James Audubon, James Bradley, Little
Turtle, Mary B. Greene, and John Roebling.
Maysville has also sponsored a series of floodwall
murals. Cincinnati's Tall Stacks celebration (see

Island lock and dam below Pittsburgh, completed
in 1885. Work on locks and dams along the Ohio
River continued throughout the late 19th and early
20th centuries. In 1895 the Ohio Valley Improve
ment Association, based in Cincinnati, began lob
bying the U.S. Congress to fund further improve
ments of the Ohio River. In 1910 Congress passed
the Rivers and Harbors Act, providing for con
struction of more than 50 locks and dams along

Virginia Bennett), a weeklong event recapturing
the steamboat era, includes river exhibits on the

Northern Kentucky shoreline.
Gillespie, Michael. Come Hellor High Water: A Lively
History of Steamboating on the Mississippi and
Ohio Rivers. Stoddard, Wis:Heritage Press, 2001.
Hedeen, Stanley. Natural History of the Cincinnati
Region. Cincinnati: Cincinnati Museum Center,

1848–1983. Athens, Ohio Univ. Press, 1983.

Vic Canfield and Frank X. Prudent
OHIO RIVER BEACHES. Before the construc

tion of dams in the 20th century, the Ohio River's
bend along the northern boundary of Campbell
Co. tended to erode its northern shore and to de

posit sand and silt along its southern one. After
possibly thousands of years of such action, sand
bars and large beaches were created along the
Bellevue and Dayton riverfronts. The sandbar at
Dayton (originally called Sandy Hook because of
its shape) was the site of the 1779 Revolutionary
War battleknown as Rogers' Defeat.
In 1889 the first of many boat races was held
along the Bellevue-Dayton waterfront, then known
as Long Beach. An 1894 advertisement by the
City of Bellevue called Long Beach "one of the
finest and pleasantest bathing places in this sec
tion of the country." The beach soon became na
tionally known and was one of the reasons Cin
cinnati was chosen as the site of the 1898 Grand

2006.

Hunter, Louis C. Steamboats on the Western Rivers:

An Economic and Technological History. New

river between Maysville and Carrollton included
seven completedlocksanddams: No.33(Maysville);

York:Octagon Books, 1969.
Johnson, Leland R. The Falls City Engineers: A His

No.34 (Chilo); No.35 (New Richmond) (see Cen
ter for Ohio River Research and Education);
No. 36 (Coney Island); No. 37 (Fernbank); No. 38
(Belleview); and No. 39 (Markland). These dams

tory of the Louisville District, Corps of Engi

were of chanoine wicket movable construction.

That is, during higher water, the movable wicket
dams could be lowered to the river bottom, allow

ing for unimpeded navigation over the dam; ves
sels could bypass the locks. In times of lower water,
the wickets were raised to maintain a guaranteed
nine-foot pool of water, and boats passed through
the concrete locks. The wicket dams were replaced
by the modern locks and dams, Meldahl Dam
(completed in 1962) and Markland Dam (com
pleted in 1963).
In addition to commerce, the Ohio River has

long functioned as an avenue of culture. The latest
trends in art, architecture, fashion, entertainment,

and music traveled its course up and down. Show
boats brought entertainment to isolated commu
nities. Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky, as Ohio
River ports, were centers of ragtime, blues, and
jazz music. The river even provided people with a

Robinson, Michael C. History of Navigation in the
Ohio River Basin. Washington, DC: Govern
ment Printing Office, 1983.
Way, Frederick, Jr., comp. Way's Packet Directory,

on-the-Levee.

ated the initial funds for construction of the Davis

the river, which were needed to maintain a nine
foot slackwater channel. The canalization of the

Waterways. Baton Rouge. Louisiana State Univ.
Press, 1984.

Queen City Beach, Bellevue.

Army of the Republic (GAR) convention. One of
the first developments along the waterfront was
Bellevue's Riviera or Queen City Beach, which
opened in 1902 at the foot of Ward Ave. William
E. Kroger of Newport and Nat C. Coulter of

688

OHio River LOCKS AND DAMS

1,395 feet in length, with 12 gates, each 100 feet
wide and 42 feet high. Two locks are located on the
Kentucky side of the river, one 110 feet wide and
600 feet long, and the other, the mainlock, 110 feet
wide and 1,200 feet long. The locks can raise or
lower a vessel 35 feet. A vehicular bridge connects
U.S. 42 on the Kentucky side of the river with Ind.
156 on the north side. Synergy Inc. operates a hy
droelectric plant on the Indiana side of the dam.
The locks were built between 1956 and 1959. The

dam was completed in 1963 and replaced old
wicket dams numbered 35,36, 37,38, and 39. The
cost of the locks and dam was $63.1 million.

Queen City Beach, Bellevue, 1909, with the steamer Island Queen.

Bellevue were two of the major promoters of the
project. Supposedly, three barges were beached
there and were used in the construction of dress

ing rooms. Later improvements included a two
story pavilion, a restaurant, and a dance hall. In
1928 Bellevue native Ed Rohrer leased the site

from owner Perry Tucker and changed the name
of the development to Horseshoe Gardens. He
built a floating party room and dining hall with
lights arranged in the shape of a horseshoe, the
source of the beach's new name.
The next beach to the east was the Palace or
Primrose Beach, at the foot of O'Fallon St. in

Dayton. There canoes could be rented, and the
beach had storage space for about 300 boats. Just
upriver, also in Dayton, was Club Dorney's. Con
tinuing eastward, one would come to the Man
hattan Beach, located at Walnut St. in Dayton.
Above that was Berlin Beach, built in 1904 at Clay
St. in Dayton. It had facilities for aquatic sports,
lockers, a pavilion, and a large covered metal
building that was used for both dancing and
roller-skating. The last beach to the east in Day
ton was Gem Beach, which operated for only a
short time at Clark St. In July 1905, when it was
known as Clark's Grove, it was the site of a speech
by future five-time Socialist Party presidential
candidate Eugene Victor Debs. Gem Beach was
reopened in 1921 as part of the new Tacoma
Park.

Ohio River water levels fluctuated greatly be
fore the construction of dams. In extremely dry
periods, it was even possible to walk across to the
Ohio shore. For example, the Ohio River mea
sured a record low of one foot nine inches in 1881
and two feet nine inches, its second-lowest level,

on September 27, 1908. In the 1920s the beaches

began to experience problems as the slow-moving
river water became polluted. Furthermore, beach
accidents led to the filing of many lawsuits. The fi
nal death knell to the beaches was the construc

tion of a series of damsalong the Ohio River in the
1920s, designed to raise the river level for naviga
tional purposes. The higher pool stage that re
sulted flooded most of the beaches. Tacoma Park

managed to survive by building a 130-by-150-foot

in-ground pool (filled with water from an artesian
well), as well as amusement park rides and a dance
floor-skating rink, which was moved from Berlin
Beach. The Ohio River flood of 1937 destroyed
much of the Tacoma Park complex, and it never
fully recovered. In subsequent years the park was
alternately used for greyhound and midget car
racing, boxing and wrestling matches, a drive-in
movie theater, and a mobile home park; currently

The Markland project is operated by the Louis
ville District of the Corps.
Captain Anthony Meldahl Locks and Dam is
located at mile 436.2 below Pittsburgh, near the
community of Chilo, Ohio. It is named for a well
known steamboat pilot on the Ohio River. The
pool above the dam extends upstream 95 miles to
the Greenup Locks and Dam. The concrete, gated
dam is 1,756 feet in length and has 12 gates the
same size as those at Markland. Two locks are lo

cated on the Ohio side of the river, one 110 feet

wide and 600 feet long, and the other 110 feet wide
and 1,200 feet long. The locks, built between 1959
and 1962, can raise or lower a vessel 30 feet. Con

struction of the dam began in 1961 and was com
pleted in 1964, replacing old wicket dams 31,

it is the site of the Watertown Marina. While the

32, 33, and 34. The cost of the locks and dam was

river is used primarily for commercial shipping
today, pleasure boating abounds, and the shores
along Bellevue and Dayton are popular once again
as gathering places for family picnics and fishing,
but not for swimming.

$74 million. The Meldahl project is operated by
the Huntington (W.Va.) District of the Corps.

Bellevue and Dayton Beaches. Charlie Tharp Col.
lection, Dayton, Ky.
Reis, Jim. "Beach a Popular Draw," KP, July 18, 2005,
4K.

Johnson, Leland R. The Falls City Engineers: A His
tory of the Louisville District Corps of Engineers
United States Army. Louisville, Ky. Louisville
District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1974,
1984.

. Men, Mountains, and Rivers: An Illustrated

History of the Huntington District U.S. Army

.."They Once Packed Kentucky's Shoreline." KP.

Corps of Engineers, 1754–1974. Huntington,
W.Va.; Huntington District of the U.S. Army Corps

June 6, 1983. 4K.

Souvenir, Dayton, Ky., G.A.R. Encampment, Septem
ber, 1898.

Tacoma Park, Dayton Ky. Charlie Tharp Collection,
Dayton, Ky.

Jack Wessling

of Engineers, 1977.
. The Ohio River Division U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers: The History of a Central Command.

Cincinnati, Ohio River Division of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, 1992.
Charles E. Parrish

OHIO RIVER LOCKS AND DAMS. The two
locks and damson the Ohio River in the Northern

Kentucky region, operated by the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, provide safe and efficient navigation.
These projects serve navigation only; they do not
provide flood protection to communities along
the river. The locks and dams, referred to as "high
lift" structures, were built to replace old move
able wicket dams, built in the early 1900s. They are
nonnavigable dams, which means that all river
traffic must pass through the locks.
Markland Locks and Dam, located at mile

531.5below Pittsburgh, 3.5 miles below Warsaw in
Gallatin Co., takes its name from the nearby com
munity of Markland, Ind. The pool above the dam
extends upstream 95 miles to the Meldahl Locks
and Dam and for a short distance up three naviga
ble tributaries, the Miami, the Licking, and the
Little Miami rivers. The concrete, gated dam is

OHIO RIVERNAVIGATION. The Ohio River

basin is a vast region of 204,000 square miles
reaching northeast into New York, west to the flat

land of Illinois, and south through the drainage
area of the Tennessee River, extending into Geor
gia, Alabama, and Mississippi. Through the heart
of this huge portion of the United States, the
981-mile-long Ohio River carries a larger volume
of water than any other tributary of the Missis
sippi River. Formed by the juncture of the Allegh
eny and Monongahela rivers at Pittsburgh, Pa.,
the Ohio River borders Kentucky for 665 miles,
from Catlettsburg to its mouth, where it empties
into the Mississippi River; the Ohio River is the
northern boundary of the Northern Kentucky re
gion. This river was one of the two principal routes
of transport during the great migration to the
trans-Appalachian West in the 18th and 19th cen

OKI

turies. Goods were carried first by canoe, then by
flatboat and keelboat, and after 1811 by steam
boat. In its natural, unimproved state, the Ohio
River was littered by snags and strewn with boul

ders. Its flow was broken by sandbars, rocks, rap
ids, and, at Louisville, by the Falls of the Ohio,
where in a distance of 2.5 miles, the level of the

river drops 26 feet. The unaltered river fluctu
ated widely from a series of shallow, stagnant

pools in drought season to raging torrents rising
80 to 100 feet in flood times. As cities along the

After the Civil War, army engineers sought
long-term improvements that would achieve the
ultimate goal on the Ohio River: a year-round de
pendable navigation depth adequate for the barges
and towboats used by the growing coal and ship
ping trade. After investigating navigation projects
on rivers in Europe, engineer officers concluded
that the Ohio River could best be improved by
constructing a series of locks and dams along the
length of the river. The first project was completed

600 feet long and 110 feet wide. At low-water
stage, the dams were raised to pool water requir
ing lockage, and at high-water stage, the wickets
were lowered to the river bottom, allowing open

the river.

river navigation.

The Rivers and Harbors Act of 1824 appropri
ated $75,000 for improving the Ohio and Missis
sippi rivers, assigning this responsibility to the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, its first official as
signment on the Ohio River. Under the command

of Maj. Stephen H. Long, the engineers set about

Further improvements at Louisville during
this period consisted of widening the canal to 200
feet and building a new movable dam; the lock size
was the typical 600 feet by 110 feet. The project at
the Falls was designated Lock and Dam No. 41.
Twenty-five of the 51 dams bordered Kentucky,

building a wing dam at Henderson, Ky., to im
prove channel conditions at low-water stages.

boundary and others with locks on the north side

the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1910, authorizing
construction of the slack-water pool system with
a depth of nine feet. At its completion in 1929, the
canalization project consisted of 51 movable
dams with wooden wickets and a lock chamber

some with locks located on the commonwealth's
of the river.

river locations. The act also provided a cash prize

During World War II, and in the years imme
diately following, diesel-powered towboats began
replacing steam-powered boats, allowing longer
tows of larger barges, which carried ever-increasing
tonnage. At the 600-foot locks, this required “dou
blelockage" longertows had to belocked through in

into the 1840s, until it was halted on constitu

tional grounds. Further work did not resume un
til the Act of 1852 was passed. During the Civil
War, the federal role in navigation improvements
was minimal, and as a result many steamboats
were lost to obstructions, as the wing dams built
earlier deteriorated. The major barrier to naviga
tion was the Falls at Louisville, 600 miles down

stream from Pittsburgh. The Falls were navigable
only during seasons of high water, and even then
it was a perilous adventure to "shoot the rapids”
over rock outcroppings and narrow channels be
tween sandbars and riffles. To overcome this haz

Johnson, Leland R. The Falls City Engineers: A His

tory of the Louisville District Corps of Engineers
United States Army. Louisville, Ky. Louisville
District, 1984.

Ohio River Navigation: Past, Present, Future. Cin
cinnati, Ohio River Division Corps of Engineers,
United States Army, 1979.
Charles E. Parrish

OHIO RIVER WAY. The Ohio River Way Inc.
(ORW) is a nonprofit 501(c)3 corporate organiza
tion, founded in 1999. It consists of four action

teams: River Arts and Heritage, River Commerce,
River Recreation and Ecology, and Greenways and
Trails. The ORW focuses on regional planning and
implementation activities. These range from creat
inga continuous 150-mile hike and bike trail along
both sides of the Ohio River from Maysville, Ky., to
Madison, Ind., to the creation of art, cultural, and

historical venues in communities along this stretch
of the river. The largest ORW event is its annual
Paddlefest, which includes the Educational Expo
for grade school children, the Ohio River Music
Festival, the Equipment Auction, and a six-mile
canoe and kayak trip along the Ohio River. The
ORW's trail from Madison to Maysville began to
be built in 2006, with the first section of the trail

They removed the worst snags and rocks at many

Capt. Henry M. Shreve, who headed the work

supplies water and provides recreational boating
and harbor facilities for the nation's heartland.

at Davis Island, a few miles below Pittsburgh, in
1885, and after proving its worth, Congress passed

river grew and as riverine vessels evolved, au
thorities sought ways to overcome these impedi
ments to safe, dependable navigation. Two sur
veys of the Ohio River, in 1819 and in 1821,
identified the worst obstructions to navigation;
they recommended the removal of rocks, snags,
and other obstacles and proposed a canal around
the Falls at Louisville. The reports from these
surveys formed the foundation of the eventual
federal program of navigation improvements on

for the design of a snagboat, later improved by
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from downtown Cincinnati to the Lunken Airport
on that city's East Side.
“Group Promoting Ohio River Changes Name,” KP
February 26, 2003,3K.

“Ohio River Way Makes Debut,” CE, February 26,
2003, 1D.

"Paddlefest Making Pitch for Boating Lovers," KP
June 18, 2003, 2K.

tWO maneuVerS.

“Taking Me to the River." SC, July 4, 2004, ID.
In the 1950s, army engineers undertook the
Ohio River Navigation Modernization Program to
replace the obsolete system. Each of the new high
lift concrete-and-steel dams completed by 1980
replaced at least two of the old structures. Each
comprises two locks, one 1,200 feet long and 110
feet wide and another 600 feet long and 110 feet
wide. At Smithland Locks and Dam there are two

ard, and in response to years of debating, peti
tioning, and politicking, the Kentucky legislature

1,200-foot locks. All of the new high dams are
nonnavigable, meaning all river traffic must tran
sit the locks. Eight of the new high dams border the

Chris Lorentz

OKI. The Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Coun
cil of Governments (OKI), the regional planning
body for the Greater Cincinnati area, is made up of
representatives of all of the tri-state's major city
and county governments as well as state transpor
tation officials. OK! was a result of the Federal Aid

in 1825 chartered the Louisville and Portland Ca

commonwealth; two, Meldahl and Markland,

nal Company, a stock venture, to construct a ca
nal with a lock system to provide navigation
around the Falls. The project was completed in
1830. The U.S. government later became the larg
est stockholder in the company, and in the 1860s
army engineers aided in a major project at the
canal in which the noted hydraulics engineer
Theodore Scowden had designed improvements
that were not completed until 1872. This work
widened the canal and built a two-flight lock, the
largest in the world at that time. Following years
of urging by navigation and political interests,
the federal government assumed jurisdiction
at the Falls in 1874, placing the project under
the management of the U.S. Army Corps of

are in the Northern Kentucky region. Two of the
53, remain in operation on the lower Ohio. These
will be replaced by the Olmsted Locks and Dam,
slated for completion in 2012. All the lock and dam
structures on the Ohio River serve navigation pur
poses only; they do not furnish flood control; con
trary to popular misconception, they were never
intended for that purpose.
Nearly two-thirds of the freight traffic on the
Ohio River now consists of energy-related com
modities such as coal and petroleum products,
along with aggregates, iron and steel, chemicals,
and grain. More commerce moves along the Ohio
River navigation system annually than through

Highway Act of 1962, which required any metro
politan area of more than 50,000 people to have a
coordinated, comprehensive planning organiza
tion to serve the entire region. OKI's mandate was
to "conduct a continuing, comprehensive, and co
ordinated process for the development of trans
portation improvement projects." The council is
primarily funded by federal tax dollars through
the U.S. Department of Transportation.
After spending four years collecting data and
creating a plan, OK! in 1971 published the OKI
Regional Transportation and Development Plan.
It called for a rapid expansion of the region's
highway system, including an outer loop through
central Boone, Kenton, and Campbell counties
and a freeway along the Covington and Newport
riverfronts. Mass-transit options are seldom dis
cussed in the 1971 plan beyond increasing some

Engineers.

the Panama Canal. In addition, the Ohio River

bus routes, and it does not allow for rail-based

old movable dams, Locks and Dams Nos. 52 and
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OLD BAPTIST CHURCH ON THE DRY RIDGE

commuting. In terms of the urban core, the OKI
favored clear-cutting"dilapidated" neighborhoods
and constructing new office, commercial, and resi
dential space in the International architectural
style.
In successive plans since its initial offering,
OKI, and planners in general during this period,
have slowly distanced themselves from recom
mending the use of the automobile and the highway
as the primary means of solving problems. A 1979
survey conducted by OKI demonstrated that many
citizens did not favor spending tax dollars on more

highways that divided neighborhoods and dis
placed people. In its 1981 plan, Transportation
2000, OKI said that it had been wrong in its initial
approach. The energy crisis of the 1970s is credited
with changing the anti-urban tone of OKI's plans.
Modest mass-transit plans based on existing rail
ways were proposed in the 1981 plan, along with
setting up a few transit centers around the area.
By 1993, with new federal regulations in place,
OKI was forced to incorporate alternative transpor
tation methods. In the OKI publication Manag
ing Mobility: Year 2010 Regional Transportation
Plan, the organization recommends "improving
bus service and developing rail transit." Protecting
air quality, respecting financial concerns, and the
management of congestion in existing roadways
are all given strong and serious thought. Some of
the methods offered are an extensive light- and
passenger-rail system, mass transit, HOV (high
occupancy vehicle) lanes on interstates, and in
creased bus routes and time schedules to connect to

founding was Elder Lewis Corban, who had paid
little attention to either education or religion until
he was age 30. After a long struggle with religious
matters, he was baptized in 1786. Corban was so
effective in his preaching that he was ordained in
1790, once he had moved to Kentucky.
The newly established church on the Dry Ridge
met on the fourth Sunday of each month and the
Saturday preceding, which was set aside for church
business. Male members were appointed to take
turns serving as sentries to guard against Indian
attacks. The peace of the church was maintained;
any member who had a complaint against another
brought it before the church for settlement. Meet
ings were held in the open near the blockhouse
when the weather was good and there was no im

Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Gov
ernments. Managing Mobility: Year 2010 Re
gional Transportation Plan. Cincinnati, OKI,
1993.

OKI Regional Transportation and Develop
ment Plan. Cincinnati: OKI, 1973.

OKI Regional Transportation Plan: A Trans
portation Plan for the OKI Region to Guide
Transportation Investment and Service Decisions
Now and in the Future. Cincinnati: OKI, 1981.

2000 Transportation Questionnaire. Cincin
nati: OKI, 1979.
Chris Meiman

OLD BAPTIST CHURCH ON THE DRY

RIDGE. The first church to be organized in the
area that later became Grant Co. was known as the

Old Baptist Church on the Dry Ridge. It was orga
nized on the fourth Sunday of August 1791, near

Franks, Lloyd W., ed. The Journal of Elder William

Conrad, Pioneer Preacher. Williamstown, Ky:
ing minutes detail an attack by 12 Shawnee war
riors on the fourth Saturday in September 1793,
while the church was meeting in the blockhouse.
The Shawnees attempted to set fire to the building

John B. Conrad
OLD CEDAR BAPTIST CHURCH. The Old

Cedar Baptist Church, founded sometime before
two or three of them. By 1799 the church occupied
its first true church building. A description by El
der Corban explains that the "struxure [was] of
good yeller poplar logges well hewed, duff tailed
and chinked 20 foot long, 15 foot wide and about
15 foot to the rigepol.”
The congregation, numbering about 40 mem
bers, withstood Indian attacks, cholera, and priva
tion, but in 1817, it faced a new religious doctrine

1816, is now located at the intersection of U.S. 127

and Ky. Rt. 607 in southern Owen Co. The church's
first log cabin structure, located on Cedar Creek
about two miles north of the current church build

ing, was known as the Mouth of Cedar Creek
Meeting House. The congregation belonged to the
Franklin Co. Baptist Association from before 1816
through 1899 and then joined the Owen Co. Bap
tist Association. In 1839 the church moved into a

that threatened its existence. Elder Christian Tom

lin came into the area preaching the free-will Bap
trine were also known at various times as separate
Baptists, free-will Baptists, new school Baptists,
and later as missionary Baptists. Eleven members
of the Dry Ridge Old Baptist Church congregation
accepted the new doctrine and on July 12, 1817, or
ganized a church based on the new teachings. El
der Tomlin was the 12th member. The new church

was initially known as the Baptist Church at the
Dry Ridge, Free-Will, and is today the Dry Ridge
Baptist Church.
The congregation of the Old Baptist Church on
the Dry Ridge (also called predestinarian, particu
lar, and primitive) and the free-will congregation
at Dry Ridge reached an agreement in 1818 to share
their Bibles and hymnbooks. The free-will congre
gation met on the second Saturday and Sunday of

each month; and the predestinarian congregation
continued to meet the fourth Saturday and Sunday

frame building located in front of the current
building on land that is now partly covered by
U.S. 127. That building had a pot-bellied stove on
each side and a partition, the same height as the
benches, down the center. Women and men en

tered through separate doors and sat on separate
sides of the church. James Duvall was the first pas
tor in this second structure, and he served about 26

years. The frame structure was converted into a
parsonage and was torn down about 1954. Mem
bers constructed the current stone structure in two

phases. The second phase, a top floor, was built and
paid for while W. M. Wilson was pastor, 1949
through 1955, and was dedicated October 1, 1950.
The church is a member of the Southern Bap
tist Association. James Robert Bondurant, the cur

rent pastor, has been ministering since 1989. He is
one of 12 men who have been called or ordained

into the ministry from the church. The Old Cedar
Baptist Church was entered into the National Reg
ister of Historic Places on September 5, 1997.

of each month.

The congregation of the Old Baptist Church suf.

members: Robert Childers Sr., William Conrad,

fered a second severe loss in 1818 when 16 members

Jesse Conyers, Rachel Conyers, Elizabeth Franks,

moved their membership by letter to organize the
Old Baptist Church at Fork Lick. Without a minister
in attendance, with their membership in a state of
decline, and with their identity being overshadowed
by the growth of the free-will congregation, the Old
Baptist Church on the Dry Ridge decided to “orga

starting the Dry Ridge Old Baptist Church. One
was Elder John Conner, who made yearly trips to
the frontier, preaching to scattered congregations.
In 1811 he settled in Harrison Co. Like many min
isters of the time, he had extensive landholdings
and did not accept any compensation for his min
istry. The other minister involved in the church's

RF, 1976.

but were driven off with rifle fire, which wounded

Campbell's Blockhouse, with nine founding

Jacob Franks, John Lawless, Absolam Skirvin, and
John Skirvin Sr. Two ministers were involved in

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky. Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.

mediate threat of an Indian attack. The few surviv

tist doctrine. The adherents to the free-will doc

regional transit centers.

join the Salem Old Baptist Church in Salem, Ill. The
seven remaining membersoftheOld Baptist Church
on the Dry Ridge reorganized in 1826 into the Wil
liamstown Church of Christ, Particular Baptist.
In February 1827 William Conrad was or
dained as minister. By 1829 the church was pros
pering, with 33 members. After meeting for a time
in the old Williamstown Seminary, the church
constructed its own meetinghouse, which was re
placed with a new building during the 1880s that
served the congregation until 1919. The site of this
old church (including its cemetery) is now within
the Williamstown Cemetery.

nize anew" at Williamstown. Jacob and Elizabeth
Franks were dismissed to assist David Lillard in or

ganizing an Old Baptist Church at Mount Zion, Ky.,
and Asa Tungate and wife were granted letters to

Murphy, Margaret Alice, and Lela Maude Hawkins.
The History of Historic Old Cedar Baptist
Church and Community, 1816–2004. Frankfort,
Ky: Lynn, 2004.

Margaret A. Murphy
OMNICARE INC. Omnicare Inc., the nation's

largest provider of pharmaceutical care to seniors,
has its headquarters in the RiverCenter office tow
ers along the Ohio River in Covington. Omnicare
Inc. serves 1.4 million persons each day in thou
sands of skilled-nursing, assisted-living, and other

ORR, GERTRUDE
health care facilities in 47 states with its unit

dosage method of patient drug delivery. The com
pany prepares each individual dose off-site, and

up to three times each day it brings a drug cart
through the health care facility, dispensing the
medication at the patient's bedside. The drugs are
not stored at the facility. Omnicare Inc. also has
become a worldwide leader in the field of clinical

research services for the pharmaceutical and bio

technology industries.
Omnicare Inc. began as a 1981 spin-off from
two Cincinnati-based corporations, W. R. Grace
and Company and the Chemed Corporation. Since
its inception, the new corporation has been led by
one man, CEO Joel F. Gemunder. In 1997, as a re

sult of receiving $8 million in tax abatements, the
company moved to Covington with 50 employees;
the number of workers increased to 322 in 2004, as

additional taxbreaks were granted.
Over the years, Omnicare Inc. has purchased
more than 80 similar companies, in both friendly
and hostile takeovers. Two of its major acquisitions
include NeighborCare and NCS Health Care. It
competes in a very aggressive and competitive in
dustry, one that is highly regulated. Along with suc
cess have come negative circumstances, forexample
being accused of Medicaid fraud in several states
and subsequently having to pay large settlements.

River and the other about 220 yards to the west.
Thousands of artifacts came to light, including 856
bones and bone fragments, animal teeth, pottery
vessels, stone tools, projectile points, ceramicbowls,
and various effigies. Many of those itemsarehoused
in the collections of the Behringer-Crawford
Museum in Devou Park, in Covington, Archae
ologists named the area the Bintz Site, after the
owners of the property.
The 1889 Kentucky State Journal article also
predicted that Oneonta would develop into a ma
jor railroad and steamboat facility; however, that
never happened. At the time, the town consisted
of about 30 buildings, including a church, a gen
eral store, a hotel, a post office, and a number of
small residences. The Oneonta Inn became a pop
ular stop for steamboat travelers along the Ohio
River and for passengers of the Chesapeake and
Ohio Railroad, which came through town. Over
the years, many tales have been told about the
Oneonta Inn. Some people have claimed that it
was haunted, others have asserted that Davy
Crockett stayed there, and still others have said
that the notorious bank robber John Dillinger

have totaled as much as $6.5 billion.

Feldman, Jason. "Omnicare Looks to Future,” SC, Au
gust 1, 2004, 7B.

of worship, houses, and some businesses, includ
ing a large furniture store and a bakery.
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. The Towns of Mason
County. Their Past in Pictures. Maysville, Ky.
Maysville and Mason Co. Library Historical and
Scientific Association, 1986.

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing.
ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1984.
John Klee
ORR, ALEXANDER D. (b. November 6, 1761,

Alexandria, Va.; d. June 21, 1835, Paris, Ky.) Alex
ander Dalrymple Orr moved to Bourbon Co., Ky.
(then part of Virginia), around 1782 and later set
tled on a plantation along the Ohio River west of
Maysville. He was elected to the Virginia House of
Delegates in 1790 and to the Virginia Senate in
1792. Kentucky was admitted to the Union that
same year, and Orr was elected as one of the first
representatives of the new state to the 2nd U.S.
Congress. He served three terms altogether, from
1792 to 1797, the final term aligned politically with
the emergence of the Jeffersonian Republicans. Af.
ter leaving politics, Orr returned to farming in

used it as a hideout. The Oneonta Inn and other
Mason Co. He died in 1835 and was buried in the

town structures were severely damaged in the
flood of 1937, but the inn was later completely
restored and is now used as a private residence.

Listed as “OCR" on the New York Stock Ex

change, the company ranked 94th on the Fortune
list in 2002. Its annual revenues in recent years
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"Campbell County,” KSJ, January 17, 1889, 7.
MacCord, Howard. The Bintz Site. Covington, Ky:
Behringer-Crawford Museum, 1984 (reprint from
American Antiquity 18, no. 3 (January 1953).
Reis, Jim. "Southern Campbell Has Own Rich Heri

Paris Cemetery at Paris, Ky.
Biographical Directory of the United States Con
gress, 1774–1989 Washington, D.C.. Government
Printing Office, 1989.
Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincinnati:
J. M. Armstrong, 1878.

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.
Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.

tage," KP April 14, 1986,4K.

Jack Wessling

Thomas S. Ward

OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL. See Civic

ORR, GERTRUDE(b. January 17, 1891, Coving
ton, Ky; d. August 1971, Washington, D.C.). Screen
writer Gertrude Orr was the youngest daughter of

*1997 Top 10 Stories." CP December 31, 1997,60.
Omnicare, www.omnicare.com (accessed on June 19,
2007).
Associations.

ONEONTA. The Small town of Oneontain south

eastern Campbell Co., where Twelve Mile Creek
empties into the Ohio River, was founded in the
1850s. The town was named for the New York state

birthplace of Henry Edwards Huntington, the
nephew of railroad magnate Collis P. Huntington,
who developed the Chesapeake and Ohio Rail
road (C&O) through the area. The name Oneonta
comes from the Iroquois Indian word Onnontee,
which can be translated as “between the hills or

mountains.” The Campbell Co. town's use of the In
dian name proved to be quite appropriate because it
has been learned that a Fort Ancient Indian village
and burial ground once existed there. A Kentucky
State Journal article of 1889 said Indian artifacts
had been discovered around the Oneonta site;

however, no archaeological examination of the area
was made at that time. In 1938, however, during ex
cavation for the new Mary Ingles Highway, the
skeletal remains of seven individuals were uncov

ered at Oneonta. Archaeologists from the North
ern Kentucky Chapter of the Kentucky Archaeo
logical Society received permission from the
owners of that property to cut a ditch through the
site. Archaeological excavations in the 1940s re
vealed two villages, one along the shoreofthe Ohio

ORANGEBURG. Orangeburg is a community
in the eastern part of Mason Co. on Stone Lick
Creek, a tributary of the Licking River. In 1775 Col.
Robert Patterson explored the area, one of the first
parts of the county explored. When John Williams

John E. and Luella Roberts Orr. She was the niece

of Richard P. Ernst. In Covington, her father was
a U.S. gauger; by 1900 the family was living in
Denver, Colo., where her father worked in tanner

ies and paper mills.

and Henry Parker drew up the town in 1796, they

Gertrude Orr became involved with the Amer

named it Williamsburg. Williams's grandfather
Francis McDermid owned the original 1,400 acres
where the town was established. The town grew
quickly, and in 1836 the Kentucky legislature re
named it for Providence Orange Pickering, a lead
ing citizen and a tailor.
Schools were established in Orangeburg in
the mid-19th century, and in 1890 a school for
blacks was opened. The schools in the local area
(Bernard, Dickson, Mount Gilead, Stonelick, and
eventually Plumville and Rectorville) were con
solidated into the Orangeburg School in 1912,
in 1922, and later. Orangeburg High School
opened in 1922 and closed in 1960. The lower
grades were consolidated into other schools in

ican Red Cross while attending Vassar College in
upstate New York and found herself working in
battlefield military hospitals of the Serbian Cam
paign during World War I. In 1919 she was deco
rated by Prince Alexander of Serbia for her efforts
there. Shortly before the war and for a time after
ward, Orr was a feature writer and reporter for the

the 1970s.

At the turn of the 20th century, Orangeburg
was the home of the Orangeburg Rolling Mills, the
Red Man's Lodge, dry goods stores, and several
churches. The community continues to have places

Denver Post. In 1921 she visited China.

Orr moved to California, where between 1925

and 1938, she wrote more than 30 scripts for Hol
lywood films, including Marriage (1927), Mother
Machree (1928), Waterfront (1928), Little Men
(1935), Country Gentlemen (1936), and Call of
the Yukon (1938). Marriage was cowritten with
Maysville, Ky's Elizabeth Pickett Chevalier.
In 1943 Orr published Here Come the Ele
phants, a book about the history and psychology
of elephants. She died during the month of August
1971 in the nation's capital; her burial location is
not known.
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"Covington Girl Decorated," KP August 29, 1919, 1.
Orr, Gertrude. Here Come the Elephants. Caldwell,
Idaho: Caxton, 1943.

freight cars at a sprawling property at 21st and Au
gustine Sts. in Covington. Its location was an in
dustrial area surrounded by railroad yards. The
business was established in June 1948 by Joseph L.

ORRACADEMY/RUGBY SCHOOL. The his

Ortner (1893–1969), who had started his career in

tories of the Orr Academy and the Rugby School,
two schools that operated in Covington, are often
confused. In fact, the only thing they have in com
mon is that for a few short years, beginning at the
end of the 19th century, the Rugby School occupied
the same building that the Orr Academy had used
about 40 years earlier.
The Orr Academy, whose official name was
Covington Female Seminary, opened in the city in

1911 in an Erie Railroad car shop in Meadville, Pa.
Ortner was promoted over the years to higher po
sitions within Erie's car department. In 1933 he
was hired by the David J. Joseph Company of Cin
cinnati to manage the salvage and recycling of
parts from obsolete freight cars. Fifteen years later,
Ortner bought the business from the Joseph Com
pany and brought his two sons into the business as
partners. In 1953 they began to rebuild old cars for
the secondhand market. Two years later, Ortner
was building new cars. By then the era of the
40-ton freight car was nearly over, so the firm be
gan to specialize in oversize cars with 70-ton to
100-ton capacities. In 1960 one of the company's
draftsmen, Norman S. Adams, developed an inge
nious scheme for the fast unloading of hopper cars.
The new method solved a long-standing problem
in car design and won the Ortner Company orders
for new cars. Soon they were building 2,000 rapid
discharge cars a year.
Joseph Ortner retired in 1961, and his son Robert
took over as president, with Joseph Jr. as vice presi
dent. They merged with the Ogden Corporation of
New York in 1968. A new plant opened in Milford,
Ohio. Before long they were building lightweight
hoppercars with aluminum bodies and double-deck
stock cars, large enough to carry 120 animals. In
1976 another car plant was built in Mount Orab,

1843, in the 600 block of Sanford St., on the east

side of the street. The academy was very popular
with young women. Tuition cost $65 per 20-week
session, and there were two sessions each year. The
Orr family, who operated the academy, were from
Bracken Co. About two years after the family's pa
triarch, Rev. William Orr, died in 1857, the school

was moved by other family members to Cincin
nati. Usually, while in Covington, the school was
advertised as Orr's Female Academy, rather than
as the Covington Female Seminary.
A Professor Lord organized the Rugby Military
Academy, a coeducational prep school, in 1885, and
it began in a one-story frame building in Coving
ton along Fourth St., near RussellSt. The school soon
was moved to 12th St. east of Madison Ave., once the

home of Roman Catholic priests of the Diocese of
Covington. It was at this location that the school
flourished, with its annual enrollment rising into the
hundreds. By then, the school was under the direc

O'SHAUGHNESSY, PETER(b. January 18, 1843,
Tullamore, King's Co., Ireland; d. August 1, 1926,
Newport, Ky). Irish-born Peter O'Shaughnessy, a
real estate investor, a distiller, and a philanthropist,
was the son of Hugh and Bridgett McDermott
O'Shaughnessy. Just before 1865 he immigrated
to the United States and settled in Newport.
O'Shaughnessy taught at the Immaculate Concep
tion Grade School in the city's West End and began
investing in real estate. He wisely anticipated the fu
ture value of land on the city's east side and eventu
ally built many homes there. For example, in July
1899 alone, he obtained building permits for 13
two-and-a-half-story dwellings along Maple Ave.,
between Eighth and Ninth Sts.
A devoted member of the Immaculate

Conception Catholic Church in Newport,
O'Shaughnessy married Emma Daly (1856–1923)
there on July 30, 1874, in a ceremony performed by
Rev. Patrick Guilfoyle. Emma was the daughter
of former Newport mayor Michael V. Daly. The
O'Shaughnessys and the Dalys were major support
ers of Immaculata Academy, the school across
the street from the church.

O'Shaughnessy became involved in the distilling
business by working for his friend James N. Walsh
(see Walsh Distillery). He began as a foreman at
the distillery at the southeast corner of Front and
Scott Sts. in Covington and finished as a partner in
the enterprise. His relationship with the Walsh fam

ily lasted from the early 1870s until O'Shaughnessy
retired from distilling in 1915. O'Shaughnessy and

The car-building business suffers greatly dur
ing economic slowdowns. By May 1983, bad times
had led to an almost complete shutdown of the
production lines. New contracts would mean
the employees would be rehired and then another
slump would develop. This was the nature of the

the Walsh family were major benefactors in the
building of the Cathedral Basilica of the As
sumption in Covington. Their Roman Catholic re
ligion was a most important part of their lives. In
November 1908 O'Shaughnessy served as an undis.
closed agent for the Sisters of Divine Providence
in acquiring the land in Melbourne, eastern Camp
bell Co., on which they built their U.S. motherhouse,

railroad car business. All such builders faced

St. Anne Convent, which opened in 1919. From the

early 1890s until his death, O'Shaughnessy resided at
835York St. in Newport, in an 1876 three-story brick

enrolled. After losing almost $1,000 annually, Mor
ris decided, in early 1906, that the school would not
reopen that September. He felt that there were no
longer enough people in Covington who could af
ford the Rugby School. The emergence of a public
school system had also lessened the need for such

the same boom-or-bust order cycles. Investors
wanted not just steady profits but expanding
profits. They and the firm's management team
were not pleased by the car-building trade. Ogden
Corporation transferred Ortner to Avondale In
dustries in 1985. About one year later, Trinity In
dustries of Dallas, Tex., took over the plants. In
1988 the Covington plant was closed, and not
long afterward, Mount Orab shut down as well.
This firm that had prospered so well under local
management was soon just another forgotten part

institutions. In 1907 Morris's wife, Sallie, who owned

of smokestack America.

tion of Professor K. J. Morris and three assistants.

Theboysenrolled at Rugby Academy wore nattyblue
uniforms and were easily recognized throughout the
city. Students of ages 7 through 18 were admitted,
and many of them were from out of town. Rugby was
where the social elite of Covington sent their chil
dren: prominent Covington family names like Shin
kle and Hill were common at the school. The Rugby
School was the largest private school in Northern
Kentucky. It moved from 12th St. to its new Sanford
St. address in 1898. Soon, enrollment began to drop.
In 1903, 42 students were enrolled; in 1904, 35 were

the Sanford St. property, sold the building. For many
years the building was rental property, but recently
Everett Dameron rehabilitated the structure and
converted it to exclusive condominiums.

Mills, Howard H. "A History of Education of Coving
ton, Kentucky," master's thesis, Univ. of Kentucky,

Ohio, about 25 miles east of Cincinnati.

Combes, C. L., ed. Car and Locomotive Cyclopedia
of American Practice, 1966. New York. Simmons
Boardman, 1966.
Ellsworth, Kenneth G., ed. Car and Locomotive En

cyclopedia of American Practice, 1984. Omaha,
Neb.; Simmons-Boardman, 1984.

1929.

Hurley, Daniel. Cincinnati: The Queen City. Cin
“Rugby School Sold," KP September 19, 1907,2.
“Rugby School Will Not Reopen," KP September 13,
1906, 2.

cinnati: Cincinnati Historical Society, 1982.
"Joseph L. Ortner, 75, Company Founder,” CE, May 2,
1969, 40.

“New Company Formed by Local Executive,” CE,
ORTNER FREIGHT CAR COMPANY. This
firm once manufactured and rebuilt railroad

June 2, 1948, 18.

Italianate mansion with 14 rooms. After his death,

the home became the Muehlenkamp, Cositgan, and
Roll FuneralHome, and it remainsa Muehlenkamp
Erschell facility (see Funeral Homes).
When O'Shaughnessy died, he was one of
Newport's wealthiest citizens. Seven children sur
vived him. His wife, Emma, who was an organist at
Immaculate Conception Church for some 30years,
had died three years earlier. His three sons, Eu
gene, Victor, and William, continued in the distill
ing business at Lawrenceburg, Ind., long after Pro
hibition. One daughter became Sister Celeste
Marie (1883–1971) of the Sisters of Divine Provi

dence and the provincial of the order from 1937
until 1965. After a funeral mass at Immaculate

Conception Church celebrated by Bishop Francis
W. Howard, O'Shaughnessy was buried at the St.
Anne Convent Cemetery; he was one of the few
men buried there. Some 19 priests were present at
his graveside ceremony, along with more than 200
nuns from various orders. His estate was valued at

$1 million and was distributed equally among his
John H. White

children.

OUR LADY OF PROVIDENCE ACADEMY

"Building Boom,” CE, July 1, 1899,2.
Kentucky Death Certificate No. 19453, for the year
1926.

"Mother Celeste, Headed St. Ann," KP, August 16,
1971, 15.

“Peter O'Shaughnessy,” Catholic Telegraph, August 5,
1926, 4.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Michael R. Sweeney
OUR LADY OF PROVIDENCE ACADEMY.

The Roman Catholic congregation of the Sisters
of Divine Providence came to Northern Ken

tucky during the late 1880s from France's Alsace
Lorraine region. Shortly after the first three sisters
arrived on August 23, 1889, the Jones Mansion (see
Thomas Laurens Jones), located on a six-acre
tract of land at the head of Monmouth St. in New

port, was purchased for their use. Here the sisters
established the Mount St. Martin Convent.

That fall, the sisters promptly opened a day
school, Mount St. Martin Academy, with an en
rollment of three pupils, at the convent. Because
course offerings included French, needlework,
music, art, and classical subjects with a decidedly
European flavor, the school soon became known
as the French Academy. By 1901, as the sisters
marked their 12th anniversary in the United States,
they had outgrown their hillside home because of
expanding enrollment and the growing novitiate
(training school for young sisters). That same year,
a tract on E. Sixth St. in Newport was purchased
from Aloysius Schabell for $20,000; an adjacent
parcel was purchased on August 23 of the follow
ing year from Robert Nelson, then mayor of
Newport, for $10,000. Louis Goldkamp won the
bid for construction and formally signed the con
tract on May 7, 1902, along with Mother Maria
Houlné, provincial superior; William A. Byrne, at
torney; and Charles Hannaford, architect (see
Hannaford, Samuel, and Sons). Construction

began on June 9, 1902.

Upon completion, the grand, five-story struc
ture, containing approximately 60,000 square feet
of space, boasted an elaborate array of decorative
embellishments typical of the Beaux-Arts style:
decorative masonry adorned many openings, cou
pled columns framed the main entryway, dormer
windows jutted from the mansard-style roof, and
symmetrical, advancing wings flanked the struc
ture's receding central section, which was crowned
with a distinctive, copper-topped bell tower. The
buildings interior was equally lavish, featuring
black slate stairwells, oak handrails, and terrazzo

floors; the front entrance, with its grey Knoxville
marble stairway and Venetian mosaic floor, was
reserved for guests and visiting dignitaries. Carved

above the entryway was the new name of the
school, “Académie de Notre Dame de la Provi

dence," reflecting the French origin of the order
(though the institution became known as the

patroness, Mary, Our Lady of Providence, along
with a crown and a cross; the edifice also bore an
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Our Lady of Providence Academy, or OLP, its more
commonly known acronym. The name change not

inscription of the academy's motto, “Religioni et

only reflected the academy's embrace of its adopted

Artibus” (“Religion and Arts"), carved just below a
second, triangular pediment upon which the dis
tinctive bell tower appeared to rest.
Dedicated by Bishop Maes on August 23, 1903,
the ANDP had an enrollment of 108 pupils when
classes began that September; this large number
reflected the growth of the Diocese of Covington's
Catholicpopulation, which had increased to nearly
50,000. Although the academy initially offered el
ementary, secondary, and some postsecondary ed
ucational programs, for the first eight years, only
the grade school was coeducational; upon reaching
eighth grade, boys were no longer enrolled at the
school. Providence's high school department in
cluded classical, English, and commercial courses.
Highly qualified instructors taught the academy's
exemplary music, art, and language classes and
also offered more advanced courses and private
lessons for gifted students. In addition to their nor
mal curriculum, thesisters sought to serve the sur
rounding populace by offering special classes in
subjects such as needlework, art, and music to girls
and women not formally enrolled as students at
the academy.
During the early years, the ANDP's highly re
garded and classically based academic program
drew young women from many Northern Ken
tucky and Greater Cincinnati cities, including
Newport, Fort Thomas, Ludlow, Bellevue, Dayton,
Mount Adams, and Hyde Park. The academy's later
affiliations with the University of Kentucky at Lex
ington in October 1905, and with the Catholic
University of America at Washington, D.C., in
1914 further enhanced the school's ranking and
reputation. In 1929 Bishop Francis W. Howard,
hoping to increase accessibility by defraying tu

American homeland but also, on a practical note,
prevented confusion between it and Covington's
Notre Dame Academy.
In 1968 OLP enrollment peaked at 464 stu
dents, making it the fourth-largest of Northern
Kentucky's 12 Catholic high schools. By 1978, as
the school prepared to celebrate its 75th anniver
sary, declines in Northern Kentucky's Roman
Catholic population had led to decreases in enroll
ment. Population shifts, increasing operating ex
penses, and shrinking student enrollment further
exacerbated mounting financial woes even as OLP
attempted to address remodeling needs and ongo
ing maintenance and building upkeep issues. That
year, OLP faced an $88,000 deficit. Covington's
La Salette Academy had closed the previous year
as it faced many of the same issues.
A newly formed booster club assisted Sister
Margaret Anne Kraemer, principal of OLP in rais
ing funds to correct the structure's fire code viola
tions by installing smoke alarms and enclosing
stairwells. The booster club's efforts were supple
mented by an increase in the school's tuition; for
1978–1979, tuition was increased by $90, to $390.
Although OLP had valiantly upheld the exemplary
educational traditions established by the Sisters of

ition charges, designated the ANDP as Campbell
Co.'s central Catholic high school for girls; stu
dents individual parishes assisted them if they

could not afford to pay the full tuition amount.
That same year, Howardestablished the school that
evolved into Newport Catholic High School as the
central Catholic high school for Campbell Co.'s
male student population.
Despite the onset of the Great Depression,
the academy's enrollment had increased so signifi
cantly that in June 1934 the grade school depart
ment was discontinued, allowing the institution to
focus solely on secondary education. Operating
under the auspices of the Covington diocese, the
ANDP had operating expenses of $10,145 in 1935.
It was staffed by 3 diocesan priests and 13 sisters
and charged tuition of $40 per year.
With the academy's financial constraints eased
by designation as the central Catholic high school
for girls of Campbell Co., the student body soon
reflected a broader spectrum of the local popula
tion; accordingly, the curriculum was altered to
better reflect the school's expansive and dynamic

Divine Providence for decades, in 1980 the results

of a study conducted by the Diocese of Covington
concluded that the only way to preserve an institu
tion for secondary Catholic education in Newport
would be to merge OLP with Newport Catholic
High School.
The OLP Beaux-Arts building had remained a
stunning architectural feast for the eyes, but the
costs of necessary upgrades and remodeling ex
ceeded the $500,000 required to expand Newport
Catholic High School's hillside structure. Com
pleted in 1955, the more modern boys' high school
facility was located very near the site where thesis
ters had first established Mount St. Martin's Acad

emy; after 80 years, the school returned to its hill
top home. Having graduated nearly 4,000 young
women, OLP had its final day of classes on June 1,
1983; that fall, classes were held at the coeducational

Newport Central Catholic High School.
Since the 1983 closure of the academy, the
103-year-old building has gone through several in
carnations and multiple conversions. First func
tioning as residential units known as the Han
naford Apartments in 1997, the building was later
converted into extended-stay corporate suites
known as the Hannaford Suites. Currently, the
grand old structure and the smaller, similarly styled
companion building at the rear of the grounds are
being touted by a local real estate agent as the Han
naford, a forty-unit condominium community. In

addition, 12 similarly designed townhouses facing
Nelson Pl, are planned for the northern edge of the
historic grounds.

Just above the inscribed entablature, carved within

cultural and educational traditions. In 1965, de
cades after the first three sisters had arrived in

Archives of the Congregation of Divine Providence,

a round pediment, was a bas-relief cartouche fea
turing the newly constructed academy's saintly

Northern Kentucky from France, the “French
Academy" became known by its American title,

Melbourne, Ky.
Archives of the Diocese of Covington, Erlanger, Ky.

Academy Notre Dame of Providence, or ANDP).
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OUR LADY OF THE HIGHLAND'S SCHOOL

"Our Lady of Providence," Local History files, Kenton
Co. Public Library, Covington, Ky.

Paeth, Greg. "The Old Gal Looks Good for Her Age,"
KP, January 22, 1983,6K.

Plattner, Elissa May. “How Beautiful upon the Moun

declining enrollment, made the program unsus
tainable. Following the 1982–1983 academic year,

Our Lady of the Highlands School closed. Much of
the Fort Thomas property was sold for use as the
right-of-way of I-471 and a small shopping center.

tains: The Sisters of Divine Providence and Their

However, the sisters continue to own Pelletier Hall,

Mission to Kentucky Appalachia, PhD diss., Univ.
which has remained the retirement residence for
of Cincinnati, 1987.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,

the Sisters of the Good Shepherd of the Carthage
Province.

1954.

Janice Mueller

Reis, Jim. “Bells of Good Shepherd Still Echo in Fort

Thacker, a basketball player who attended William
Grant High School and later played on the Univer
sity of Cincinnati's national championship teams.
The grade school closed on May 31, 1963. In 1981
the Our Savior Church became an independent
parish with its own pastor, Daniel Saner. Today, the
parish is overseen by Sr. Janet Bucher, C.D.P.
“Catholic Schools Merged and Split over the Years,"
KP, April 17, 1987,2K.
Reis, Jim. “Our Savior Fills Unique Niche,” KP, Janu
ary 17, 1994,4K.

Thomas,” KP, October 11, 1999, 4K.
Theodore H. H. Harris
HIGHLANDS

Remlinger, Connie. "Lady to Bid Farewell to Her

SCHOOL. This school was an aspect of the minis
try begun by the Roman Catholicorder of the Sisters
of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd in

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky., Diocese of Covington,

Fort Thomas in 1873. The first foundation of the Sis

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.

ters of the Good Shepherd in the United States had
opened in 1842 at Louisville. By 1857, a group of

Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

OUR

LADY

OF

THE

Flock on the Hill,” KP. March 31, 1983, 4K.

1954.

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The

Louisville sistershadestablisheda conventin South

Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.

western Ohio, which was centered eventually at
Carthage, Ohio. In 1873 the sisters at Carthage ac
quired the Robert Beaton property at 938 Highland
Ave. in Fort Thomas, Ky., and over the next century,
thesisters operated an orphanage, a protective home
for troubledgirls, Our Lady ofthe Highlands School,
and a retirement community for aged sisters there.
The Fort Thomas property was eventually expanded

Tucker, Alan. “Time for Change,” KP, February 14,

to include more than 75 acres.

The orphanage for girls was the first ministry
conducted by the sisters in Fort Thomas, using the
original Beaton home. Over time, many additions
were constructed, including a limestone chapel in
the shape of a Greek cross, dedicated on October
19, 1884. In 1885 the sisters began a residential pro

gram for troubled girls, and a wing for this purpose
was built in 1890. Many of the girls in this program
were sent to thesisters by the local court systems. In
1908 the sisters financed the construction of a

1981, 11K.
David E. Schroeder

OUR SAVIOR CATHOLIC CHURCH. The

later (in 1792) became the Commonwealth of Ken

for African Americans within the Diocese of Cov

Hardin and Col. James Wilkerson in their cam

ington. For a number of years, the parish also op
erated a grade and high school. The parishioners
are primarily from Northern Kentucky.

cathedral. The site selected was on E, 10th St. in

Covington. The plans were to convert a two-family

teach at the school. The school opened in Septem

constructed on the convent grounds for this pur
pose in 1982.

In 1981 Sister Mary Janice Rushman, R.G.S.,
was appointed superior of the Our Lady of High
lands School. At that time, 17 nuns were in resi
dence, and the school enrollment stood at 25. It

soon became apparent to the sisters that the cost of
maintaining such large buildings, coupled with

Ohio and Indiana. Later, he served under Gen. Ar

thur St. Clair and joined the contingent of 1,400

men that marched against the Indians led by Chief

ucated both elementary and secondary students.
The school program at Our Lady of the High
lands was open to both Catholic and non-Catholic
children. Non-Catholic children were given in

sisters. A new structure, named Pelletier Hall, was

paigns against the Northwest Indians in northern

Before 1943, a few African Americans attended

the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption in
Covington. That year it was decided, at the en
couragement of Bishop Francis W. Howard, to
form a separate African American church and
school in Northern Kentucky as a mission of the

home into classrooms and a convent for the Sis

Beginning in the 1970s, the Sisters of the Good
Shepherd renovated one of the wings of the build
ing into a retirement home for their community of

ferson Co., Ky., about four miles from what is now
Shelbyville, and established Owen's Station, a small
frontier fort used during the latter part of the Rev
olutionary War for protection from Indian at
tacks. In 1785, at age 16, Abraham Owen joined his
father in the Virginia territory that seven years
tucky. Abraham Owen accompanied Col. John

ters of Divine Providence, who were going to

1950s.

sake of Owen Co. (as well as Owensboro), was the
son of Brackett Owen, who in 1782 moved to Jef.

in Covington, was the only Roman Catholic parish

came known as Our Lady of the Highlands and ed

dren received religious instruction typical of that
given in most parochial schools of the day. In 1946 a
new school building with 27 classrooms was con
structed on the grounds. A gymnasium was added
to the school's facilities six years later. The growth
of the school and changing societal patterns re
sulted in the closing of the orphanage in the late

Prince Edward Co., Va.; d. November 7, 1811, Tippe
canoe Battlefield, Indiana Territory). Abraham
Owen, an American Indian fighter and the name

Our Savior Catholic Church, located on E. 10th St.

school wing on the campus. In time, this schoolbe

struction in Christian doctrine, while Catholic chil

OWEN, ABRAHAM, COLONEL (b. 1769,

ber 1943, after the renovations for the school and

convent were completed. Because of illness,
Bishop Howard was unable personally to dedi
cate the Our Savior Church, so Rev. Msgr. Walter
Freiberg, pastor of the parish of the cathedral, of.
ficiated at the dedication.

In 1946 the pastor of the Our Savior Church
was Rev. Henry Haacke, and Rev. Anthony Deye
directed the school's athletic program. Deye set
up baseball, football, and basketball teams. The
church was part of the Northern Kentucky Catho
lic High School League and the Northern Ken
tucky Holy Name Basketball League. In 1945 Wil
liam Lane, an associate at the cathedral and the

only African American priest in the diocese, was
assigned to work at the parish. On September 19,
1948, a new school building was finished and
blessed by Bishop William T. Mulloy. The build
ing had four spacious, well-lighted classrooms and
a cafeteria, and there was a large recreation room
in the building next door.
The high school closed in 1956 because of the
movement toward integration. One of the more fa
mous students impacted by its closing was Thomas

Little Turtle. This force was surprised by a sud
den Indian attack (known historically as St. Clair's

Defeat) led by Little Turtle, and the majority of the
force was killed or wounded. Owen was wounded

and returned to Fort Washington (Cincinnati).
Eventually promoted to colonel, Owen returned
to his home in Shelby Co., where his wounds slowly
healed. After Kentucky attained statehood, Owen
helped lay out the new town of Shelbyville. There,
he was a town trustee and magistrate as well as
county surveyor. Elected to the legislature and cho
sen as a member of the Kentucky constitutional
convention in 1799, Owen began alife of public ser
vice.

In 1811 another Indian war was brewing on
America's western frontier. William Henry Harri
son, a general in the U.S. Army and governor of the
Indiana Territory, called for volunteers to deal with
the Indian threat. Owen responded to Harrison's
call and left Kentucky with Capt. Frederick Gei
ger's company. About 60 Kentuckians linked up
with Harrison at the mouth of the Vermillion

River in Indiana, to join the main army of volun
teers from Ohio and Indiana.
Owen became commander of the 18th Ken

tucky Regiment. They marched up the Wabash
River to within a few miles of the junction of that
stream with the Tippecanoe River. Owen was killed
during the Battle of Tippecanoe.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.

Vertical files, Owen Co. Public Library, Owenton, Ky.
Doris Riley

OWEN CO. PUBLIC LIBRARY

OWEN CO. Within the state of Kentucky, Owen
Co. is regarded as being in the north central sec
tion; within the Northern Kentucky region, it is in
the southwestern corner. It is bordered by Carroll,
Franklin, Gallatin, Grant, and Henry counties and
has an area of 354 square miles. Owen Co. was cre
ated in 1819, the 63rd in order of formation in the

state, and like its county seat, Owenton, Owen Co.
was named for Revolutionary War soldier and
Indian fighter Col. Abraham Owen. Rollinghills
and farmlands characterize the terrain of the

county's 354 square miles. The county was formed
from parts of Franklin, Gallatin, and Scott coun

Rear Adm. Evan White Yancey, and Gen. Ger

association meetings the members of the Baptist

ald Walter Johnson.

churches in Owen Co. hear about the results of their

Perhaps the most famous person from Owen
Co. is Ben Holladay, who grew up in the 1820s at
New Liberty in the northern part of the county.
Holladay owned and operated the famed Pony Ex
press as well as several other stagecoach lines, rail
roads, and steamship companies in the West. With
his wealth, it was said that he literally "owned" the
U.S. senators from the state of Oregon, where Hol.
laday's business operations were based. A suburb
in Portland, Ore., is named for him. Another per

missionary support and receive reports on the
Baptist hospitals and children's homes to which
they contribute money. The annual meeting is
also where statistics for Baptist churches in the
county are totaled and collated for the past year:
baptisms, marriages, births, and deaths. In 2005
the Owen Co. Baptist Association held its 80than

son from Owen Co., Dr. Richard C. Arnold, a

Ky: Privately published, 1965.
Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: "Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,

ties. It has been referred to as Sweet Owen, a term

native of Squiresville, also achieved significant

of endearment first proffered by Democratic con
gressional candidate John C. Breckinridge, when
the votes he received in Owen Co. helped elect him
to the U.S. House of Representatives during the
early 1850s.
The county was and remains an agricultural
area, once heavily dependent on tobacco pro
duction. In the 19th century its western bound
ary, the Kentucky River, allowed for the delivery
of goods through steamboat stops at Moxley,
Gratz, Monterey, and other smaller places. For a
short period around 1900, lead mines around
Gratz exported their product via the boats. In re
cent years some industry has operated just out
side of Owenton (see Owen Co. Industry), but
with no railroad connection, with the boats gone
from the Kentucky River, with three interstate
highways surrounding the county (but not close
by), and with the county's meager aviation facili

fame. Arnold was a member of the U.S. Public

Heath Service during the late 1930s, and he revolu
tionized the treatment of syphilis by demonstrat
ing the effectiveness of using penicillin. Before that
discovery, people commonly died of the dreaded
disease.

In literature, the county was home to Alfred
Cobb, a native of Lusby's Mill, who in his Liffy Le
man; or, Thirty Years in the Wilderness (1890)
described life in the county before the Civil War in
a semifictional style, and to Ed Porter Thomp
son, the founder of the Harrisburgh Academy
(later known as Owen College) and author of sev
eral works, including his epic 1,104-page Civil War
chronicle The History of the Orphan Brigade
(1898).
In recent timestwo talented African Americans

from the county have attained regional attention.
William “Bill” Livers of Long Ridge, known for

ties, it has been difficult to attract manufacturing

his fiddle playing, produced several recordings.

into Owen Co.

Livers performed in the Capitol Building in Wash
ington, D.C., and at the World Fair in Knoxville,
Tenn. Theodore “Teddy” Vinegarbecame an ex
perton both saddle horses and farming techniques
(hillside planting withouterosion) while residing at

During the Civil War, the county was a Con
federate stronghold (see Confederate Recruit
ing in Owen Co.), and during World War II
the county produced several successful and im
portant military leaders: Vice Adm. Willis Au
gustus Lee, Rear Adm. Arnold Ellsworth True,
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his Mountain Island farm in Owen Co.

In 1900 Owen Co. had a population of 17.533,
but by 2000 the population had decreased to 10,547
Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen

County: "Sweet Owen." Louisville, Ky:Standard,
1976.

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
U.S. Census Bureau. "American FactFinder. DataSet.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent

nual session.

Arnold, Ruth. A History of Owen County Baptist
Association and It's [sic] Churches. Owenton,

1976.

OWEN CO. INDUSTRY. The first industrial

jobs in Owen Co. came with the construction of
the Kraft Cheese plant near downtown Owenton.
The Kraft plant, built in 1936and enlarged in 1944,
supplied the only industrial jobs in the county un
til the 1970s. The Kraft Cheese facility provided
a convenient outlet for local dairy farmers to
sell their milk, but by 1980 it had closed. In 1973
the Scholl Industry built a sandal-manufacturing
plant in Owenton on Sparta Rd. (U.S. 127) north
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows Ceme
tery; the plant was dedicated in 1974. During the
mid-1980s that factory was sold to Schlumberger, a
diversified technology company, and then in the
mid-1990s it was resold to Actaris Metering Sys

tems, a maker of gas metering equipment, fittings,
and regulators. In 2000 Actaris employed 223
workers. The state of industry in Owen Co. can be
best appreciated by looking at the Owenton Indus
trial Park: of its 63.8 acres, all remain available.

There is no rail service, no adequate airport, and
no barge transportation. Accordingly, it is easy to
understand why Owen Co. has not been successful
in attracting much-needed industrial jobs for its
employment base. Perhaps the proposed rebuild
ing of Ky. Rt. 22 east to I-75 will help alleviate the
problem by making access to Owen Co. easier for
industry.
Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: "Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,
1976.

Vertical files, Owen Co. Public Library, Owenton, Ky.

Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
June 3, 2006).

OWEN CO. BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. The

present Owen Co. Baptist Association was created
by merging two previous associations in 1925. One
of these, the Concord Association, dated from 1821

and the other, the Owen Association of Baptists,
was formed in 1880. Beginning in 1925, they were
joined together to become the Owen Co. Baptist
Association. Never meant to become a central au

Owen Co. Courthouse, Owenton, completed
in 1858.

thority in matters of scripture and theology, the
Owen Co. Baptist Association instead organizes
and sponsors multiday annual meetings and reviv
als where speakers are brought to Owen Co. to
preach the Gospel. The site for these annual events
changes from year to year within the county. At the

OWEN CO. PUBLIC LIBRARY. The Owen

Co. Public Library got its start in 1946, with Eliza
beth Thomas's desire to provide books for students
at the Owenton School (grades 1–12). Thomas lived
at the corner of W. Perry and N. Main Sts. in Owen
ton, across Perry St. from the school. Soon the
Owen Co. Woman's Club began a library with the
goal of fulfilling Thomas's wish. At the beginning,
individuals donated books from their personal li
braries; these were placed in the front parlor of the
Thomas home. Checkout of books was based on

the honor system: a person would bring one book
to trade in for another. A library committee was

appointed, and it met in a small room in back of
the Kroger grocery, located at the corner of
E. Seminary and S. Main Sts.
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As the library began to grow, it moved in Octo
ber 1952 to four rooms above the First National

Bank on W. Seminary St. There, the library shared
space with the American Red Cross, the Home
makers, and the hospital auxiliary, which used the
location as a meeting place. The library's 1952 an
nual report showed that 5,500 books were circu
lated and that a children's story hour was begun
in the preceding year. The library had also received
a state grant of $1,528. The first bookmobile ar
rived in October 1954, one of 84 that were pur
chased by the Philip Morris Company as part of a
statewide program established by Kentucky gover
nor Lawrence Wetherby (1950–1955). The library
continued its growth and, in 1961, moved to the
upper floor of city hall at 102 N. Main St., remain
ing at that spot until the opening of the present fa
cility, a building authorized by the passage of a
countywide taxlevy. In July 1970, the libraryboard

purchased a home at the corner of W. Perry and
S. Main Sts., the very same home in which the li
brary was first organized, and construction began
on a completely new building that opened in 1973.
In 2001 the library underwent a complete face
lift and reopened its doors in December. With a
total of 4,650 square feet, at presentithouses books,
audiobooks, CD's, videos, magazines, newspapers,
and historical records. The library offers story-hour
programs, summer reading programs, and a book
mobile service. Meeting rooms and computers are
available in the facility for the public's use.
Historical Society files, Owen Co. Public Library,
Owenton, Ky.

Doris Riley
OWENCO, PUBLICSCHOOLS. When Owen

Co. was established in 1819, public officials and
residents demonstrated little interest in public ed
ucation. Education was provided mainly through
private schools, where tuition had to be paid. Be
cause these schools were mostly in New Liberty
and Owenton, the county's largest towns, the ma

jority of school-age children had little opportunity

since there were some private schools in opera
tion in the county. In 1878–1879 the first Owen
Co. school for African Americans was opened in
Owenton by J. W. Womack. In 1879 the county
created a three-trustee system for each of its dis
tricts. By 1881 there were 75 white schools in the
county and 1 black school. Most of the schools
were one-room schools operating for a term offive
months; average attendance per school per month
was 15. By 1910, the school term changed to 6
months, and there were 63 white schools and 7
black schools; 4,678 students attended schools in

Owen Co., including the four independent school
districts of Owenton, Gratz, New Liberty, and
Sparta. Owenton High School was established in
1902; Wheatley High School was founded in 1912.
By the 1920s, county high schools were operating
at Gratz, Lusby's Mill, Monterey, New Columbus,
and Hesler (a two-year high school), and there were
also high schools in the independent districts of
New Liberty, Owenton, Sparta, and Wheatley.
Throughout the early 20th century, the need to

save funds, a shortage of teachers, the improve
ment in the county's roads, and the use of buses to
transport students all contributed to the closing
of several of Owen Co.'s small public community
schools through consolidation. In 1936, with the
entrance of the school at Sparta into the county
school system, the only remaining independent
system in the county was at Owenton. In 1951, with
the building of a high school just outside Owenton
to serve the entire county, the consolidation of the
county's high schools began, and the Owenton in
dependent system was dissolved.
Currently Owen Co. Public Schools operates
four schools, all located on Ky. Rt.22 East in Owen
ton: Owen Co. Primary, established in 1985; Owen
Co. Elementary, opened in 1970; Bowling Middle
School, opened in 1985; and the original Owen Co.
High School, built in 1951 and now operating in a

new building built in 2002.

service area. In the years following, Owen Co.
RECC expanded its service area to include eight
other counties in the region. By 1940 Owen Co.
RECC had approximately 700 miles of line and
1,965 members. In 1978 there were 20,000 mem

bers, 3,782 miles of line, and 82 employees, with
four offices and three service facilities.
In 1988 Owen Co. RECC celebrated its 50th an

niversary. In 1990 the cooperative shortened its
name to Owen Electric Cooperative. During the
1990s, Owen Electric saw the addition of many
commercial and industrial consumers, such as Toy
ota Motor Manufacturing North America, Galla
tin Steel, and the Kentucky Speedway. In addition,
residential development companies were buying
land quickly in Owen Electric's service area to de
velop subdivisions like Triple Crown and Derby
Estates in Boone Co. By 1998 Owen Electric had
over 40,000 members, 4,300 miles of line, and 116

employees. In 2000 Owen Electric joined Touch
stone Energy, a national network of electric coop
eratives established to provide better resources to
cooperatives and their members. In 2002 Owen
Electric became one of the first electric utilities in

the state to offer green-power energy generated
from renewable sources to its customers. In 2003

Owen Electric and East Kentucky Power Cooper
ative started local production of EnviroWatts
(Owen Electric's name for green power produced
from biomass) from methane gas collected off the
Bavarian LandfillatWalton, Boone Co.; also in 2003,
Owen Electric moved into its new state-of-the art

headquarters facility, which includes a community
room, a storm-hardened dispatch center, a call cen
ter, and a museum (open to the public). The coop
erative started purchasing EnviroWatts for the
new facility in 2004. Also that year, Owen Electric
made another environmental commitment by in
stalling biodiesel pumps on-site at its two service
facilities and using biodiesel fuel in its entire diesel
powered fleet. In 2005 Owen Electric had more
than 52,000 members, 4,800 miles of line, and 120

Forsee, John. “Education, Owen County,” Owen Co.
Public Library, Owenton, Ky.
Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen

employees reporting out of four customer service
offices and two service centers.

to attend school.

County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,

By the early 1820s, public (common) schools
had opened in New Liberty (1817) and Pleasant
Grove (1820) near New Columbus. By 1845, Owen
Co. reported one district with an enrollment of 55

1976.

Vertical files, Owen Co. Public Library, Owenton, Ky.

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom, History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky: Standard,
1976,

Doris Riley

Deloris Foxworthy

OWEN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE. This

OWENS, THURMAN “JESSE’BRIGADIER

nonprofit electric cooperative in north central
Kentucky provides electricity to many businesses
and residents in Boone, Campbell, Carroll, Galla

GENERAL(b. March 15, 1925, Livingston, Ky; d.
February 22, 2004, Edgewood, Ky). Thurman

students; it is known that other schools existed, but

these apparently did not report. With the outbreak
of the Civil War, the school system could not ob
tain qualified teachers, because many male teach
ers went to war. In addition, enrollment in the

county's schools declined as children were needed
at home to help with crops. Following the war, so
cial and political problems and limited funds left
the county unable to provide public schools.
From 1861 to 1867, funds for public education
came from various fines and a dog tax, and this

tin, Grant, Kenton, Owen, Pendleton, and Scott

counties. Owen Electric, formerly known as Owen
Co. RECC (Rural Electric Cooperative Corpora
tion), was formed in 1937. Five farmers from Owen
Co. met to discuss bringing electricity to the rural

Owens, a veteran of three U.S. wars, was born in
Rockcastle Co., the son of Walter and Flossie Mull

ins Owens. By 1930 the family lived in Covington
and Walter Owens worked for the railroad. Thur

money was designated for white schools only. The
common school system allowed districts to have

trification Administration. In January 1938, Ken

man graduated from Holmes High School in
1943, where he was a star football player, and im
mediately joined the Marine Corps Reserves. In
1945 he was commissioned a 2nd lieutenant, just as

tuckygovernor A.B."Happy"Chandler(1935–1939,

World War II was nearing its end. He participated

schools if residents were willing to pay a personal
tax for support of the schools. It is unclear whether
the Owen Co. court system decided not to enact

1955–1959) attended a special dedication cere
mony during which he flipped a switch at the New
Liberty substation, providing power to the first 100

this tax, or whether there was no need for the tax

homes across 45 miles of line in Owen Co. RECC's

in the Allied occupation of China and then was dis
charged from the military in 1947. In 1949 Owens
captained the University of Cincinnati football
team, where he was a 176-pound defensive end

parts of the county with the help of the Rural Elec
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under coach Sid Gillman. Owens earned his BS

from that school in 1950. He taught and coached at
the Elkhart, Ind., high school before being recalled
to active military duty during the Korean War.
With the exception of a brief period during 1954,
he spent the next 23 years as a Marine officer, rising
to the rank of brigadier general. He served in Viet
nam and earned a Bronze Star and two Legion of
Merit awards. He also was the deputy chief of staff
for programs at the Marine Corps headquarters.
After retiring from the military in 1978, he became
the assistant director of the University of Cincin

and the Owenton News-Herald newspaper. Dur
ing the Civil War, city residents tended to favor
the South, with two Confederate recruiting sta
tions nearby (see Confederate Recruiting in
Owen Co.). During World War II, several suc
cessful and important military leaders had ties

April 1895, George S. Lee and Emmett Off were
listed as the publishers of the Owen News. Frank C.

with Owenton: Gen. Gerald Walter Johnson,

Sometime after 1874, Jerry D. Lillard became
editor and owner of a second paper in the county,
the Owen County Democrat. By 1884 Col. R. C.
"Bob" Ford Sr. was this newspaper's publisher.
Then Ford left Owenton, and the paper was not
printed between 1888 and 1902. In about 1902,

Vice Adm. Willis Augustus Lee, Rear Adm. Ar
nold Ellsworth True, and Rear Adm. Evan

Greene became editor of the Owen News in Janu

ary 1900. During his short term of ownership, the
newspaper's circulation increased from 1,200 to
1,500.

nati Foundation, advanced to director of the foun

White Yancey. The town has also produced ju
rists of statewide influence. Judge James Cam
mack Sr. and Judge James Cammack Jr.
What little industry has existed in the county

dation in 1980, and retired in 1991. Even after leav

has been and is located on the outskirts of town

Owen County Democrat.

inghis job at the University of Cincinnati, he helped
countless college students to obtain financial aid.
Owens was a member of the Boone Co. Planning
Commission and the Kenton Co. Airport Board.
He was selected for the sports halls of fame of
Holmes High School, Northern Kentucky, and the
University of Cincinnati. Owens died in 2004 at the
St. Elizabeth Medical Center South, in Edgewood,
and was buried at Highland Cemetery in Fort

(see Owen Co. Industry). Many workers travel
daily to cities outside the county, especially Frank
fort, located to the south along U.S. 127. The major
factor hindering Owenton economically is its loca
tion with respect to transportation routes. Flanked
by I-71 on the north, I-75 on the east, and I-64 on
the south, Owenton is bypassed by people and
commerce crossing Kentucky, and its citizens are
drawn to one of the three points of the “Golden
Triangle" for some of their needs. The town is not
easily accessed from the major arteries of travel
and commerce. The town, and most of the county,

In 1893 a new newspaper, the third one in the
county, appeared as the Owenton Herald, estab
lished by Col. William Lindsay and Evan Settle.
They were followed as owners by B. J. Newton. It is

has no railroad connection.

ers (580 names). The lowest bidder was the Owen

Owenton serves as the center of the county's
agricultural community, which has relied heavily
on the production of tobacco in the past. The Owen

County Democrat at a cost of 2.5 cents per line.
Keen competition existed in July 1907 between
the Owen County Democrat and the News
Herald concerning circulation. The News-Herald
claimed it mailed 500 more copies of its issues
than the Owen County Democrat. However, the
rivalry was friendly, for in September 1907, when

Mitchell.

BioMilitaryStyleold. “Gen. Thurman Owens." www

.usmc.mil/genbios2.nsf(accessed June 20, 2007).
Meiman, Karen. “Distinguished Grads Recognized,”
KP May 18, 2004, 3.

“Thurman Owens, 78, Marine Corps General," KP
February 24, 2004,4A.

Co. courthouse dominates the center of town,

OWENTON. The county seat of Owen Co., Ky., is
the centrally located fifth-class city of Owenton,
which is situated where U.S. 127 and Ky. Rt. 22
meet. It lies in the middle of Kentucky's "Golden
Triangle," an area of economic prosperity bounded
by Northern Kentucky on the north, Lexington on
the south, and Louisville on the west. Unfortu

nately, Owen Co. and Owenton have yet to benefit
from being surrounded by the three thriving areas
of commerce. The town, like the county, was named
for Revolutionary War soldier and Indian fighter

within the town square. Over time, whereas the
county has lost population, Owenton's population
has remained stable or increased slightly. The city's
population in 1990 was 1,306, and in 2000, 1,387
Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom, History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,
1976.

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
U.S. Census Bureau. "American Fact Finder. Data Set.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SF1) 100-Percent

Col. Abraham Owen.

Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed

Owenton was not Owen Co.'s first county seat,
but in 1822, after the county's formation in 1819,
the center of government was moved to Owenton
from Hesler (Heslerville). Incorporated in 1828,
Owenton became the center of religion, education,
health care, and commerce for Owen Co. Many of
the major denominations are represented in the
city; churches in town include the Assembly of
God, the First Baptist, the Second Baptist, the First

June 3, 2006).

OWENTONNEWS-HERALD Newspapers in
Owen Co. have started, stopped, experienced ri
valries, and merged, but through the years they
have had a major role in the development of the
county's communities by providing a place for the
expression of ideas. Three early newspapers pub
lished in Owen Co., the Owen News, the Owenton

Christian, the St. Edward Catholic, and the First

Herald, and the Owen County Democrat, helped

Methodist. Owenton was the home of the first sec

to form the News-Herald, which serves the county

ondary school in the county, Caldwell Academy,
and now the Owen Co. High School is located in

today.
The Owen News was first published in 1868 in
New Liberty by J. M. Clark, who soon moved the
Owen News to Owenton. Afterward, the newspa
per was published continuously for several years

Owenton (see Owen Co. Public Schools). Owen

ton has the hospital that serves the county, New
Horizons Medical Center, and Owenton is

where area residents go for services and shopping,
It is also home to the Owen Co. Public Library

Evan Settle and Frank Greene resurrected the

believed that about 1902 the Owenton Herald

purchased the Owen News and they merged to be
come the News-Herald.

Around 1903, local attorney M. H. Bourne
purchased the News-Herald. In 1907 the Owen
County Democrat and the News-Herald submit
ted competing bids for a contract to print the
Owen Co. Fiscal Court's list of delinquent taxpay

the Owen County Democrat had printing press
motor trouble, the News-Herald helped out one
week by printing the Democrat.
In late 1903, John H. Westover, nearby pub
lisher and editor of the Williamstown Courier,

became the publisher of the Owen County Demo
crat. He sold the paper to Kentucky state senator
L. C. Littrell in 1907 and then left the county to es
tablish a newspaper in Arizona. L. C. Littrell & Son
published the Owen County Democrat until
Littrell's death in 1942; it was sold by the Littrell
estate on January 1, 1943, to Joe T. Slocum.
In November 1943, Bourne sold the News

Herald to John H. Perry. Perry then bought the
Owen County Democrat from Slocum in March

1944 and merged the two papers into the News
Herald and Owen County Democrat. In 1953
Perry; C. H. Bourne, son of M. H. Bourne; and
Clayton Roland formed a partnership that became
known as the News-Herald Publishing Company.
Bourne and Roland subsequently purchased Per
ry's interest in the paper.

The News-Herald is now owned and published
by Landmark Community Newspapers Inc.
Vertical files, Owen Co. Public Library, Owenton, Ky.

under various owners. By 1883 George S. Lee was
editor and proprietor of the Owen News. Then in

Doris Riley

Several of the families in the Warsaw, Paint

PARISHKITCHEN. When Rev. William Mertes

Lick, and Sugar Creek areasent sons into the Union
Army. Officers in the 18th Kentucky Infantry in
cluded Lt. Col. John J. Landrum; captains D. R.
Pugsley, Henry P. Richey, and James C. Bacon; and

was appointed pastor of Mother of God Catho
lic Church in Covington in 1971, he initiated
many changes in the parish. One of them was in
spired by his discovery that homeless and low
income individuals were often comingtotherectory
looking for something to eat (see Homelessness

1st Lt. Weedon C. Sleet. Officers in the 55th Ken

PAINT LICK. The old Louisville Rd, heading
west from Boone Co., now U.S. 42, traverses a small

piece of higher ground between Paint Lick Creek,
Little Sugar Creek, and the Ohio River in eastern
Gallatin Co. In fall 1861 this narrow neck of land
was the scene of a Civil War skirmish; also, the

Paint Lick Baptist Church was established nearby.
Just before the war, James Alexander, Ralph
Bright, Conrad Denzler, John Hudson, James H.
Jackson, Charles Rider, Elsberry Seaver, and the
L.B. and Henry Sisson families inhabited the land

tucky Infantry were Capt. John C. Richards (mus
tered in as a 2nd lieutenant in the 18th Kentucky
Infantry), Capt. Silas Howe (mustered in as 1st lieu
tenant in the Kentucky 18th), and 2nd Lt. George
W. Story. The Union 7th Cavalry officers included
Capt. George M. Sisson, 1st Lt. John S. Stoghill, 1st
Lt. John Thomas Hopkins, and 2nd Lt. Robert E.
Carlton. William M. Simpson served as quarter
mastersergeant in the 11th Kentucky Cavalry.
Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,

ton, located at the corner of Pike and Russell Sts.,

and called it the Parish Kitchen. Mary and James
LaVelle helped to run the soup kitchen, along with
many other parishioners, until Molly Navin be:
came director in 1987. The building that houses the

ana in 1840: The Diary of John Parsons of Pe

a commercial kitchen and tables and chairs. The
Parish Kitchen serves a full hot meal from 11:30

York: Robert M. McBride, 1920.
Diane Perrine Coon

a.m. to 1:30 p.m., seven days a week. Morethan 300
guests are served each day, and there are more than
300 active volunteers who cook and serve at the

acres of land on the Ohio River from Levi and Eliz

Paint Lick.

moved the soup kitchen to a formerbarin Coving

Howe, Daniel, as reported in A Tour through Indi
tersburg, Virginia, ed. Kate Milner Rabb. New

N.Y., to a family who migrated to Patriot, Ind., and
became leaders in the antislavery Universalist
Church there. Several of his nephews were steam
boat pilots and were believed to be useful in giving
information to the Union during the Civil War.
Completely dedicated to the Union cause, Howe
organized a company of Home Guards numbering
18 to 20 men. Their training camp, called Camp
Boyle, was on Paint Lick Creek.
On October 30, 1861, two soldiers from Cap
tain Jonathan Howe's Home Guards were captured
by a party of Confederates said to be 30 to 40 in
number, led by Luther Green, a local recruit to the
CSA. News came to Captain Howe that these two
men were about to be hanged, so he immediately
began pursuit and caught up with the Confeder
ates. In the ensuing skirmish, Confederates Robert
Herndon and T. J. Hughes were killed, and Luther
Green was taken prisoner and sent to Cincinnati
via steamboat to beincarcerated at Camp Chase in
Columbus, Ohio. The two captured Home Guards
were freed unharmed, and small arms and per
sonal equipment were confiscated in the Battle of

wiches to those in need. In 1974, because of the
need for more room to cook and serve, Mertes

bar to a full room in the back of the building, with

War unfolded, these families established a Baptist
congregation that apparently met during the war.
In February 1866 this congregation purchased two

Ohio River. Jonathan Howe was born in Auburn,

kitchen in the parish hall, serving soup and sand

Parish Kitchen was remodeled from a front-room

2003.

around Paint Lick Creek. As the events of the Civil

abeth Jackson for $200, using funds donated by
Ralph Bright. According to the deed, half of the
land was to be used as a cemetery. Henry Sisson
donated the timber for the building. That same
year, the Paint Lick Baptist Church was admitted
to the Ten Mile Baptist Association. In 1886 the
Paint Lick Baptist congregation built a church
building on the knoll that was used for over 100
years. In 1957 it purchased an additional tract of
land from Willie B. Norton for $1,500 to expand
the church cemetery. In 2000 a modern church
and Sunday school building was erected on the old
church site. This is an active congregation today.
Jonathan Howe, whose son Silas was a captain
in the 18th Kentucky Union Infantry, maintaineda
general store at the hamlet of Sugar Creek near the

and Homeless Shelters). He started a food

PALM, EUGENE JIMMY “GENE” (b. No

kitchen or prepare desserts and entrées at home to
be served at the Parish Kitchen. Others pickup do

vember 8, 1930, Newport, Ky; d. February 20, 1987,

nations from local restaurants such as Panera

Huntsville, Ala.). Gene Palm, who worked in mis
Bread, which offers the Parish Kitchen its over

sile development with the U.S. Army, was the only
son of railroad mechanic Walter James "Jimmy"
and Mayme Elizabeth Phirman Palm. Gene grew
up along the west side of Saratoga St., near 10th St.,
in Newport, and he and his father were heavily in
volved in knothole baseball. Gene graduated from
Newport High School in 1949. He attended the
University of Cincinnati and earned a BS (1954)
and an MA (1956) in chemical engineering. He fin
ished school while the Hungarian uprising during
the cold war was taking place in 1956, was drafted
into the military, and went to Fort Knox for U.S.
Army basic training. At the end of basic training,
when most soldiers were assigned to train at spe
cialized military schools, Palm was pulled aside
and handed special orders. After two weeksofleave,
he was to report to the Redstone Missile Base in
Huntsville, Ala. There he was to report to Dr. Wern
her von Braun, the former Nazi missile scientist,

who was then heading up the U.S. missile develop
ment program. For the duration of his two years in
the army, Palm was paid as a private while serving

stocked goods each Sunday. To brighten holidays
such as Thanksgiving, eager volunteers cook and
serve turkey, dressing, and other traditional fare
and offer fellowship to the homeless, low-income
families, and anyone else who comes through the
door.

The Kenton Co. Public Library sponsors a
reading program forchildrenatthe Parish Kitchen.
On two Wednesdays each month, Erin Seitz, a
children's programmer with the library, comes in
during the lunch hour and, moving from table to
table, reads to the children. Thanks to donations

from the community, Seitz also distributes books
that the children may take with them. Used paper
back books are also available for adults to borrow

or keep.
Bogenschutz, Pat, Joan Burkhart, Mary Clare Duhme,
Jodi Keller, and Molly Navin. Interviews by Nancy
| Tretter, 2006, Covington, Ky.
Hicks, Jack. "At Parish Kitchen, Kindness Takes No

Holiday," KP December 25, 1998, IK.
Kreimer, Peggy. "Nourishing Body and Mind," KP

as one of von Braun's assistants. Afterward, he was

January 29, 2005, 1K.

formally hired as a civilian by the U.S. Army Mis

Nancy J. Tretter

sile Command, where he worked for the next

30 years. Because of national security regulations,

PARKER, ANNA VIRGINIA (b. March 28,

he was not allowed to discuss what he did, other

than to explain that he worked with rocketfuels. He
had a top-secret clearance and traveled the world.
Early one February morning in 1987, at his Hunts

1889, Ghent, Ky; d. March 23, 1979, Ghent, Ky).
Anna V. Parker, the daughter of Belvierd D. and
Susan Ferguson Sanders Parker, was a family his
torian. Her father was a native of North Carolina;

ville home, Palm had a diabetic attack from which
he did not recover. He was buried in a Huntsville

cemetery. The work Palm did in Huntsville as one
of von Braunsassistantsin missile research remains

her mother was the daughter of Joseph and Mary
ElizalathropSanders. Never married, Anna Parker
became educated and was a grade schoolteacherin
Carroll Co. for many years. She lived with her

classified.
brother, Will Parker, in Ghent.

Phirman Family File, vertical file, Kenton Co. Public
Library, Covington, Ky.

Michael R. Sweeney

Anna Parker collected original letters, diaries,
manuscripts, and documents relating to her great
grandfather Lewis Sanders and his family estate,
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PARKER, ELIZABETH F.

Grass Hills, located near Sanders. In 1966 the

Coleman Publishers of Madison, Ind., published
Parker's book, The Sanders Family of Grass Hills.
From its release, this book has been acknowledged
as a superior example of family history and geneal
ogy. Kentucky's premier historian, Thomas D.
Clark, extolled Parker's use of original letters and
family documents to tell the stories of Lewis Sand
ers and George Nicholas Sanders in their own
words. Clark also called attention to the detailing
of the history of early Kentucky agriculture
through these characters and applauded Parker's
attempt to draw more rounded portraits by de
scribing their participation in the local political
scene as it related to national events.

When Parker gave a voice to the individual
slaves who were owned by Lewis Sanders at Grass
Hills, she was among the first of the state's local
historians to include slaves' own words in such an

account. She also provided a relatively unvarnished
view of the personalities of the Sanders family
members. At the end of the book, Parker detailed

collateral family genealogies and traced the inter
weaving of the Craig and Sanders cousins in the
antebellum and Victorian periods.
Through her will, probated in May 1979, the
major portions of Parker's collection of Sanders
family materials went to the Filson Club in Louis
ville (now the Filson Historical Society) and are
kept in the special collections archives ofthe Filson
Historical Society. Included are the correspon
dence, the journals, and the diaries; meticulous
records of pedigreed short-horned cattle and sheep
and thoroughbred horses; and clippings of articles
and letters submitted by Lewis Sanders to various
agricultural journals and magazines.
Parker was a member of the Ghent Methodist

Episcopal South Church, the Daughters of the
American Revolution, the United Daughters of the
Confederacy, and the Port William Historical So
ciety. She was a longtime member and past presi
dent of the Caby Froman Club and the Carroll Co.
Homemakers Club. She died in 1979 and was bur

direct the two businesses, and she continues to live
at the funeral home location on Elizabeth St. in

The true development of Park Hills began
when D. Collins Lee purchased a tract of land at

Augusta. An avid historian, Elizabeth was aboard
member of the Kentucky Historical Society and is
a recipient of the Bracken Co. Historical Society
Living History Award. She actively contributes to

the end of what is now Emerson Rd. in 1922. To

educational and historical functions and to the lo

cal DAR and is the principal organist at the Au
gusta Christian Church.
"Elizabeth Jett Joins Flying Club, Bracken Chroni
cle, October 17, 1935.
Caroline R. Miller

PARKER, LINDA (b. Genevieve Muenich, Janu

ary 18, 1912, Covington, Ind; d. August 12, 1935,
Mishawaka, Ind.). Although often promoted as
having been born in Covington, Ky., to mask her
illegitimacy, country singing star Linda Parker
(her stage name) was actually born in Covington,
Ind. She had no known ties to Northern Kentucky.

acquire city conveniences, such as gas, sewer, and
water, Lee decided to purchase moreland and sub
divide it to make those city conveniences possible.
The resulting partnership between Simmons and
Lee proved advantageous to both (Renz was de
ceased when Lee bought the land). They formed
the Lee & Simmons Development Company and
recorded numerous plats for the subdivision of
Park Hills in 1924.

The company encountered a property dispute
that slowed the development of Park Hills. TheLight
estate, which made up the north portion of Park
Hills, including part of Emerson St. Morgan Ct.
and Breckenridge and Upper Jackson Sts., was an
essential piece of property. An elderly, eccentricnnan
named Rufus Lightclaimed to own the property. He
maintained a small refreshment stand near what is

now Montague Rd. Lightlived in a small shack near
Indiana Death Certificate No. 176, St. Joseph Co.,
Ind., for the year 1935.
Samuelson, Dave. "Linda Parker: WLS's Sunbonnet

Girl." Journal of the American Academy for the
Preservation of Old-Time Country Music 30
(1995): 16–17.
PARK HILLS. Park Hills is located on the hill

tops just west of the city of Covington and is adja
cent to Devou Park. Served by both the Dixie
Highway and Amsterdam Pk., the city is bordered
by Fort Wright to the south, Covington to the east,
and Devou Park to the north and west. The landon

his stand until he was evicted on March 25, 1924,

and moved into a tent. Light claimed to own the
land, but the Covington Savings Bank and Trust Co.
and the Covington Park Board disagreed. Light's
fatherhad presumably presented the land to county
authorities before his death. Ultimately, the Cov
ington Savings Bank and Trust Co. dispossessed
Light of his land for the payment of a debt against
the estate. The Lee & Simmons Development Com
pany acquired the property from the bank.
Before building any homes, Lee and Simmons
paid for city water, sewer, and gas to be supplied to

which Park Hills sits is known for its considerable

each lot. The direct access to the Fort Mitchell

natural beauty. Coram, Spencer and Corry Devel
opment Company first acquired a portion of the
property, situated along Old State Rd., in the 1840s.
The company subdivided the tract and laid out
streets, but they were nevergraded. Robert C. Sim
mons, a prominent Northern Kentucky attorney,
and Ed Renzacquired Spencer and Corry's tractin
1907. The two laid out Audubon Rd., hoping to de
velop the property, but they failed to grade it.

streetcarline also added to the city's convenience.
The Park Hills trolley station has since been con
verted into a playground and public garden called
Trolley Park. Simmons and Lee visualized a subdi
vision featuring beauty combined with conve
nience. All of their decisions seem to support this
directive. Architects Deglow and Henthrone and
C. F. Cellarius and the homeowners themselves

designed many of the first homes built in Park

ied in the Ghent Cemetery.
Accession Records, Filson Historical Society, Louis
ville, Ky.
*Obituary of Anna V. Parker." Carrollton Democrat,

-

March 28, 1979.

Parker, Anna V. The Sanders Family of Grass Hills.
Madison, Ind: Coleman, 1966.

Sanders Family Papers, Filson Historical Society,
Louisville, Ky.
Diane Perrine Coon

PARKER, ELIZABETH F. (b. January 27, 1916,
Cincinnati, Ohio). Entrepreneur Elizabeth Frances
Parker is the daughter of Garrett and Mollie How
ard Jett of Brooksville. She attended Florida State

College for Women in Tallahassee, Fla., and the
University of Kentucky in Lexington, where she
was a student of aviation. After her marriage to un
dertaker John S. Parker, the couple operated the
Moore and Parker Funeral Homes in Augusta and
Brooksville from 1937 until John's death in 1994.

Currently, Elizabeth and her son John G. Parker

White Horse Tavern, Dixie Highway Park Hills. The tavern was destroyed by fire in 1972.

PASSIONIST NUNS

Hills. Lee's home at the end of Emerson, built in an

English Manorial style with slate imported from
England, is still standing today. Park Hills features
many diverse architectural styles in the homes
constructed in the early years of the development.
To ensure further the picturesque quality of
Park Hills, Lee and Simmons limited the business

district to a small tract of land opposite the city's
entrance to Dixie Highway. The developers in
tended for the area to house agrocery, a drugstore,
and a restaurant. Today, the area is occupied by a
green grocer, a dentist, a beautician, an auto repair
shop, several restaurants, and various offices.
Park Hills proved to be a popular place to live.
Many Covington residents moved to the develop
ing subdivision to escape city pollution and con
gestion. Park Hills also offered a riding club, a ten
nis club, and an archery club to entice buyers. These
features were made possible by arrangements with
Devou Park. By 1927, 100 homes had been built,
with more planned. In addition, a 1927 Lee & Sim
mons Development Company brochure indicates
that the company had already invested $1.5 million
in the development, with another $1 million
planned. This rapid growth prompted citizens to
hold a mass meeting to decide whether or not the
city should join with Covington or incorporate as
an independent city. The group voted in favor of
incorporation, and the City of Park Hills was offi
cially incorporated on June 28, 1927. A board of
trustees was named to govern the city until an elec
tion could be held. The first members of the board

were Stanley G. Disque, Joseph Hermes, William
Middendorf, R. M. Rankin, and William Ruef. At
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Academy, were later moved from Covington to
Park Hills. Covington Catholic was built on the

Clark, Russell. “Development of Park Hills," tape re
cording, 1985, files of the City of Park Hills.

site of the Kremer farm; Notre Dame was built on

“Gift Wrap the China; This Is Park Hills' 20th Anni

part of the St. Joseph Heights Convent's property.
Both schools are still active and growing. The for
mer Park Hills Elementary School is now owned
and occupied by the Gateway Community and
Technical College.
There are two churches within the city of Park
Hills. The first, the Faith Christian Center (for
merly Gloria Dei Lutheran), is located on Am
sterdam Rd, directly across from the city building.

versary." Pride of Park Hills, 1947. Newsletter of

The other, the Church of the Nazarene (see Naza

renes), is on Dixie Highway near Covington Cath
olic High School.
The 1930s saw an economic boom along the
Park Hills section of Dixie Highway. It became
known as the Gourmet Strip, largely because of

the Park Hills Civic Association.

Kenton Co. Deed Book 203, p. 521; Book 206, pp.
642–50; Book 209, pp. 519–20, Covington, Ky.
"Light to Leave Covington," KP, April 1, 1924,4,
“Park Hills Becomes City in Less than Five Years,” KP,
December 30, 1928, 7.

Park Hills Board of Trustees Minutes, June 30, 1927,

Park Hills, Ky.
Park Hills: The New City on the Hilltops. Brochure.
Covington, Ky. Lee and Simmons Development
Company, 1927.

"Park Hills to Begin Career as Fifth Class City at
Meeting of Trustees on Monday," KP December
30, 1937, 1.

Reis, Jim. “Park Hills was Model for Suburbia,” KP.
October 1, 1984,4K.

the excellent eateries inside Park Hills, which in

“Sewage Plant for Park Hills,” KP October 10, 1939, 1.

cluded the Blue Star Tavern and the White Horse.

Udry, Mrs. Richard J. "History of Park Hills IsTraced,”

In 1933 Covington passed a resolution permitting
a suit to be brought against Park Hills for using
Covington sewers without authority from the city
of Covington. The suit was designed to force Park
Hills to pay for the construction and maintenance
of the Amsterdam Pk. and Willow Run trunk sew

ers. Ultimately, in 1935, as part of a Works Progress
Administration project, Park Hills built a sewer at
the end of Audubon Rd. and on the west side of

Altavia Rd. that was designed to empty into a
sewage disposal plant. The project cost $25,912, of
which the government paid $21,418. In 1937 the St.
James sewer was constructed, and the city paid the
entire costs of $4,014.03. In that same year, Park

KP, August 8, 1940,2.
U.S. Census Bureau. “American FactFinder. DataSet.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent

Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
May 25, 2007).
Iris Spoor

PARKS, ELIZABETH (b. May 1888, New York;
d. May 7, 1925, Washington, D.C). Singer Elizabeth
Parks was the daughter of Dr. Robert and Eliza

beth Parks, both of whom were English. Her father
was a well-known veterinary surgeon in Coving
ton, and her mother was active in the Covington
Art Club. The family lived at 1444 Madison Ave.
and later at 1113 Scott St. Elizabeth attended the

the time of incorporation, Park Hills had 500 in
habitants and property valued at nearly $4 million.
Park Hills became a fifth-class city in 1937. This
status meant the city would administer its own af.
fairs with a board of equalization, a city assessor, a
tax collector, and a six-person council, presided
over by an elected mayor. The first mayor was Law
rence Taylor. A mayor and a six-member council
currently govern Park Hills. The first police chief
of Park Hills was Melvin Crump, who received the
meager salary of $75 a month. Crump did an excel
lent job, but it became apparent to city leadership
that a second patrolman was needed, so Fred Hiltz
was added to lighten the load. On the eve of World
War II, an auxiliary police department was em
ployed. These people received no salary and had to
provide their own uniforms. The police depart
ment currently employs seven people, six of them
full-time. Not until 1942 did Park Hills officially
establish its own volunteer fire department. Previ
ously, the city depended upon Covington's fire ser
vices. Local newspaper columnist Jim Reis once
noted that these services may have cost Park Hills
$50 per run. Park Hills also built a city building in
1942 at 1006 Amsterdam Rd. The first chief of the

new fire department was Norbert Brahm. A volun
teer rescue squad was added to the fire department.
The first public school in Park Hills was built
for $35,000 in 1928—one year after incorporation.
Two prominent Catholic high schools, Coving
ton Catholic High School and Notre Dame

Hills annexed Mocking Bird Valley, located along
Old State Rd. In 1938 a sewage disposal plant was
built, at a cost of $20,000.

The Park Hills Civic Association, responsible
for many of the Park Hills signature events and
city-beautification projects, was founded in 1934.
Funds from the annual Civic Association fund

drive are allocated, in part, to the Park Hills Police
Department, the Park Hills Volunteer Fire Depart
ment, and the Park Hills Rescue Squad.
The present boundaries of Park Hills were es
tablished largely by acquisitions in the 1940s of
Cecilia Ave. (developed by William Dickman),
Scenic Dr. (developed by the Newport Finance
Company), the St. Joseph Ln. section, and the
Mount Allen section, which included all of the

Dickman properties, such as the sizable Dickman
apartment complex. There has been little develop
ment of Park Hills in recent years, since nearly ev
ery usable lot was taken long ago.
According to the U.S. Census Bureau report,
the Park Hills population in 2000 was 2,997. By
2005 that figure had dropped to 2,803. In 2008,
600 houses in the city were added to the National
Register of Historic Places.
“Aged Recluse Is Evicted," KP March 25, 1924, 1.
“City Fight with Park Hills on Sewers Pushed,” KP
November 16, 1933, 2.

The City of Park Hills: Kentucky's Most Beautiful
City. Brochure. Covington, Ky., Lee and Simmons
Development Company, 1927

Covington public schools. Well recognized for her
fine voice, she was prominent in the musical circles
of Covington and for a time the soloist at Trinity
Episcopal Church in Covington. Around 1910
she moved to Canada, and later during World
War I, she traveled overseas to sing for the Allied
troops as part of an entertainment tour sponsored
by the YMCA. It was during this time that she met
and married her husband, Herbert Hutchinson. In

1921 she gave birth to a daughter, Elizabeth. She
and her husband, who was a district secretary for

the YMCA, resided in Ottawa, Canada. During a
visit to Washington, D.C., in 1925 Elizabeth died;
her husband and her young daughter survived her.
She was buried at Highland Cemetery in Fort
Mitchell, Ky.
“Deaths," KP, May 8, 1925, 12.
Highland Cemetery Records, Fort Mitchell, Ky.

"Singer Dies at Washington," KTS, May 8, 1925, 1.
PASSIONIST NUNS. Shortly after his arrival in
Covington in 1945, Bishop William T. Mulloy
invited the Nuns of the Congregation of the Pas
sion of Jesus Christ (Passionists) to come to the

Diocese of Covington (see Roman Catholics).
The Passionist Nuns area contemplative congrega
tion of women religious who devote their lives to
prayer and penance. As such, they live in an en
closed community (a cloister) and speak to guests
only through a grille. In response to the bishop's
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Reis, Jim. "A Summer of Contests. Paper, Theaters

request, five sisters from the Passionist Congrega
tion in Pittsburgh, Pa., headed by Mary Matilda
Hartman, arrived in Covington in 1947. Mulloy
reserved a place for them on the Marydale prop
erty that the diocese had just recently purchased in
Erlanger. In 1949 the congregation of nuns ac
quiredasite along Donaldson Rd. in Erlanger from
the diocese and lived temporarily in a farmhouse

Have Gimmick," KP June 3, 1991,4K.

PATTIE, JAMES OHIO (b. 1803, Augusta, Ky;
d. ca. 1833, place of death unknown). James Ohio
Pattie is the author of one of the most important
early travel narratives in U.S. literature, The Per
sonal Narrative of James O. Pattie. He and his
father, Sylvester Pattie, were among the first pio

while their convent was under construction.

neers in the U.S. Southwest and California and are

Mulloy dedicated the new Passionist Convent on
January 24, 1951. Before becoming enclosed, the
sisters held a two-week-long open house so the
public could view their new convent's facilities.
Today, the convent, home to eight nuns, is open
on Sunday and weekday mornings for visitors to
join in their celebration of the Eucharistic liturgy
or Mass, though the nuns are still separated by a
screen. The congregation of nuns makes altar
breads that they sell, providing income and sup
plying the Eucharisticbread or hosts formany par

widely acknowledged to have led the first party of
explorers to thread the South Rim of the Grand
Canyon and record that journey. Born in Augusta,
Ky., James Pattie was the oldest of the eight chil
dren born to Sylvester and Polly Pattie. In 1812 his
family moved from Kentucky to Missouri.
As noted by historian and Pattie scholar Rich
ard Batman in his book American Ecclesiastes:

An Epic Journey through the American West,
Pattie's family prized education. Into his late teens,
Pattie attended aschool his grandfatherhad helped
found, Bracken Academy at Augusta, which later
became Augusta College. While not completely
prepared for life as a fur trapper and explorer, this
young frontiersman was uniquely positioned to

ishes of the diocese. The Passionist Nuns also have

a special ministry of prayer for the needs of the
Diocese of Covington and the larger Catholic
Church, as well as for the needs of the entire world.

Irene Patrick, 1978.

"Bishop to Dedicate Passionist Convent at Marydale."
record his adventures.

Messenger, January 14, 1951, 1A.
"Diocese Fund Aids Retirees," KE, December 10,
2005, B3.

"Passionist Nuns Arrive." Messenger, May 4, 1947, 12.

Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons
to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.

The first published narrative recording an over
land journey to California, Pattie's story covers his
sojourn of five years and several thousand miles.
From 1825 to 1830, his trapping and exploring led

Thomas S. Ward

Nancy J. Tretter

PATRICK, IRENE (b. August 7, 1929, Kenton
Co., Ky; d. December 23, 2007, Hebron, Ky.) Irene
M. Patrick, a Boone Co. commissioner, was the

PATTERSON, ANNELEE(b. October 20, 1912,

Ludlow, Ky., d. December 13, 2003, Camarillo, Ca
lif). Anne Lee Patterson was the daughter of John

him, his father, and his companions through the
Southwest, as they crossed the arid peninsula of
Lower California and eventually reached Mission
Santa Catalina on the Pacific coast. Trespassing
onto Mexican territory without passports, they
were placed in custody and taken to San Diego, a
Spanish settlement. Sylvester Pattie died in jail and

daughter of Dalton and Nora Colston Martin.

W. and Anna L. Burns Patterson. Her father

She married Charles Patrick in 1949, and the cou

worked for the Southern Railway, and the family

ple had two daughters. In 1977 Patrick ran against
incumbent Galen McGlasson for county commis

lived in Ludlow at 29 Kenner St. She attended St.

became the first U.S. citizen buried in California,

state to be elected to that position. Patrick was also

James Schoolin Ludlow and La Salette Academy
in Covington. Patterson appeared in beauty con
tests at the Coney Island Amusement Park in Cin

a Girl Scout leader, a Homemakers officer, a PTA

cinnati and worked as a model and a clerk for the

president, and the chair of the Junior Red Cross, as
well as working at the family business, Patrick
Auto Parts. After serving as commissioner for 17
years, she lost one election but later returned for 9
more years; throughout her career, she served with
four judge executives. Patrick was always inter
ested in helping Boone grow and prosper. When
property owners living in Rabbit Hash wanted to
put in a dock for boats that would bring tourists to
their town, they approached the county commis
sioners for assistance. Patrick not only endorsed
the plan but recruited volunteers to help build the
dock. In appreciation for her assistance, the dock

Coppin's Department Store in Covington. In
1931, at age 18, she was crowned Miss United States
at Galveston, Tex. Later that year, she was named
runner-up in the Miss Universe Contest, finishing
ahead of future movie glamour queen Dorothy
Lamour. On June 25, 1931, the city of Ludlow put
on a parade in Patterson's honor, and it was at
tended by thousands of Northern Kentuckians.
Beauty contests in those days were totally based on
beauty, and not on the talents of the contestants.

but eventually James Pattie was paroled. He trav
eled up and down the coast of California for an
other year before sailing to Mexico in an attempt to
secure reparations for furs lost before and during
his and his father's imprisonment in San Diego. Af.
ter a half decade of exploration and fortune hunt
ing, in 1830 Pattie arrived by ship in New Orleans,
La. By the time he finally returned to the place of his
birth on the Ohio River, he was physicallyandemo
tionally exhausted, not to mention penniless. He
had only the stories recorded in his journal.
Before long, word of Pattie's western narrative
reached Timothy Flint, a well-known preacher, au
thor, publisher, and propagandist of American
Protestant expansion who lived in Cincinnati. He

sioner and became the first woman in the entire

was named in her honor. In 1999 Patrick was hon

ored with the Outstanding Woman of Northern
Kentucky award for her notable achievements,
outstanding service, and personal qualities of in
tegrity, perseverance, and leadership. She died in
2007 and was buried in Hebron Lutheran Church

Patterson was five feet and five inches tall, with a

26-inch waist, and weighed 118 pounds. From 1931
through 1933, she performed with the famous
Ziegfield Follies and in the musical Showboat, on
the Broadway stage. She married a shirt
manufacturing executive, Joseph Bandler, and
they moved to Los Angeles, where they raised two
sons. Her husband, who was 14 years her senior,

Cemetery.

died in 1993, and Anne died in 2003. Her burial
location is not known at this time.

Crowley, Patrick. “Patrick Served Passionately," KE,

Hicks, Jack "In 1931, Ludlow Teen Was Crowned

December 25, 2007, B1.

"Five Lives of Service and Achievement," KPApril 20,
1999, 6K.

Miss U.S." KP September 27, 1999, IK.
"Miss America Wins Home Town Plaudits," KP
June 26, 1931, 1.

was fascinated by Pattie's journey and set about
making arrangements for publication of the ac
count. Ever since Pattie's narrative first appeared
in print in 1831, it has been in continuous publica
tion. Some have argued that much of it was in
vented and written by Flint himself—a viewpoint
discredited by Pattie expert Batman. Based on a
variety of compelling reasons, the narrative is
credited to the frontiersman rather than Flint's

imagination.

After his book was published, James Pattie
vanished without a trace. The last record was his

appearance on the Bracken Co. tax list in 1833.

PAUL, GABRIEL RENE, BRIGADIER GENERAL
There have been an abundance of theories and re

ported sightings over the ensuing years, but the
most likely scenario is that he was a victim of the
wide-spread cholera epidemics that struck Ken
tucky in 1833 and was buried anonymously in a
mass grave.

Batman, Richard. American Ecclesiastes: An Epic
Journey through the Early American West. New
York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1984.
Cleland, Robert Glass, and Glenn S. Dumke, ed. From

Wilderness to Empire: A History of California.
New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1962.
Coblentz, Stanton A. The Swallowing Wilderness:

coast. Because they had trespassed onto Mexican
territory, Mexican governor Jose Maria Echeandia
took the party into custody on March 27, 1828.
While confined at the San Diego Presidio, Sylves
ter Pattie became seriously ill and died in May
1828. He was interred on the grounds of the Presi

at Fort Gibson in present-day Oklahoma. On
March 24, 1835, he married Mary Ann Whistler,
daughter of Col. William Whistler. Mary's father
and grandfather were both military men previ
ously stationed at the Newport Barracks, and
Mary Whistler was probably born in Newport

dio and is believed to be the first U.S citizen buried

about 1815.

on California soil. A plaque mounted on the stone
jailhouse immortalizes his contributions by refer
encing the key role he played in the development of
the American West: he was a “pathfinder, leader of
the first party of Americans into Alta California

Son, Bracken Co. Natives, Helped Open Up," KP

Paul served several years of recruiting duty and
in 1842 fought the Seminole Indians in Florida. He
then served in the Mexican War, taking part in
the defense of Fort Brown, the battle of Monterey,
the siege of Vera Cruz, and several other battles,
including the Cerro Gordo battle, where he was
wounded. He led a storming party at Chapultepec,
capturing the enemy flag, and for that act he was
brevetted a major. The citizens of St. Louis, Mo.,
presented a sword to him for his service in the
Mexican campaign. During the 1850s he was in

June 21, 1931, 8.

volved in tours in Texas, and in the 1852 Rio

over southern trails.”

The Life of a Frontiersman—James Ohio Pattie.
New York: Thomas Yoseloff, 1961.

“Kentuckians Early California Pioneers—Father and
Son, Bracken Co. Natives, Helped Open Up," KP,

Batman, Richard. American Ecclesiastes: An Epic
Journey through the Early American West. New
York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1984.

“Kentuckians Early California Pioneers—Father and

June 21, 1931, 8.

Pattie, James O. The Personal Narrative of James
O. Pattie. Cincinnati: E. H. Flint, 1831.

Pattie, James O. The Personal Narrative of James O.
Steven Pattie

Pattie. Cincinnati: E. H. Flint, 1831.
Steven Pattie

PATTIE, SYLVESTER (b. August 25, 1782,
Craig's Station, Ky.; d. May 24, 1828, San Diego,
Calif). Sylvester Pattie, the son of John and Ann
Pattie, led the first party of U.S. citizens into Lower
California. Hisparents had traveled overland from
Virginia to Kentucky in about 1781. They entered
the state as part of Lewis Craig's Traveling Church,
a large Baptist fellowship from Spotsylvania Co.,
Va., traveling west to escape religious persecution
by the Anglican Church. Although the Patties were
part of this caravan, they may or may not have sub
scribed to the church's religious views, since Craig
welcomed all. The migrating congregation estab
lished Craig's Station in Kentucky (sometimes re
ferred to as Burnt Station) in 1780–1781.

Sylvester Pattie grew up in Bracken Co., where
his father, a veteran of the Revolutionary War,
helped establish the town of Augusta. He married
Polly Hubbard and they had eight children. After
serving in the War of 1812, Sylvester Pattie
moved from Kentucky to the Ozark Mountains of
southern Missouri. There he founded and ran a

lumber mill, served on county commissions, and
became relatively prosperous. However, his good
fortune ended when his wife died suddenly. His
son James later reported that his father had been
left "silent, dejected, and inattentive to business.”
Aware of the western migration of others, the
42-year-old Pattie decided to pack up and head
west in 1825. He took with him his first-born

child, 22-year-old James Ohio Pattie and dis
persed the remaining children among his family.
Other adventuresome individuals joined the Pat
tie Party, their primary purpose being to trap and
explore the West.
Pattie, his son, and the rest of their party were
among the first to explore the U.S. Southwest. Pat
tie led what was likely the first party of explorers to
see and to traverse the South Rim of the Grand

Canyon (hence the naming of Pattie Butte). After

four years oftrapping and, at one point, working a
copper mine in what became New Mexico, they
crossed the aridpeninsula of Lower California and
reached Mission Santa Catalina on the Pacific
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PAUL, BARBARA (b. June 5, 1931, Maysville,
Ky). Author Barbara Paul attended Bowling Green
State University in Bowling Green, Ohio (BA,
1953), the University of the Redlands in Redlands,
Calif. (MA, 1957), and the University of Pittsburgh
at Pittsburgh, Pa. (PhD in theater, 1969). She has
taught at Berry College in Mount Berry, Ga., Er
skine College in Due West, S.C., and the University
of Pittsburgh. She also served as drama director at
Erskine College. She has produced at least 24 nov
els; the first was An Exercise for Madmen, a sci
ence fiction piece, in 1978. With The Fourth Wall
(1979), she began writing mysteries with theatrical
settings. Paul then shifted to historical mysteries
and homicide detective thrillers such as Jack Be
Quick and Other Crime Stories (1999), which

comprises stories about the infamous Jack the Rip
per murders of London prostitutes during the
1880s. For several years, Paul lived and wrote in
Pittsburgh. Along with Ben Lucien Burman, she
is one of the more prolific authors born in North
ern Kentucky.
Barbara Paul, www.barbarapaul.com (accessed De
cember 6, 2005).

Contemporary Authors. New Revision Series. Vol.
62. Detroit: Gale Research, 1998.

The Writers Directory. 11th ed. Detroit: St. James
Press, 1994.

PAUL, GABRIEL RENE, BRIGADIERGEN

ERAL (b. March 22, 1813, St. Louis, Mo.; d. May
5, 1886, Washington, D.C.). Gabriel Rene Paul was
the son of Rene and Eulalie Chouteau Paul. Before

immigrating to the United States, his father had
served as a colonel of engineers under Napoleon
Bonaparte and on the French flagship at the naval
battle of Trafalgar in 1805, where he was severely
wounded. Gabriel Rene Paul began his U.S. mili
tary career by obtaining an appointment to the
U.S. Military Academy at West Point, N.Y., from
which he graduated in July 1834. He was assigned
to frontier duty in the 7th Infantry and stationed

Grande expedition, he captured Carvajal and his
gang of desperadoes.
In 1854 William Whistler moved his family
back to Newport, possibly bringing the Paul fam
ily with him. The marriage of Mary Whistler and
Gabriel Rene Paul broke up at some point, and
Paul married Louise Rodgers in Campbell Co. on
April 13, 1858.
From 1858 to 1860, Paul served in the Utah

expeditions, in the course of which he was en
gaged in the surprise and capture of a camp of
hostile Indians. He was promoted to major and
transferred to the 8th Infantry in April 1861. Then
from July to December 1861 he served as acting
inspector general of the Department of New Mex
ico. He was appointed a colonel and commanded
Fort Union and the southern military district of
New Mexico. In April 1862 he was made a lieuten
ant colonel. Paul was elevated to the rank of briga
dier general of volunteers on September 5, 1862.
Transferred to the Army of the Potomac in March
1863, he took part in the battles of Fredericksburg
and Chancellorsville.

It appears that about the time Paul transferred
east, his wife Louise returned to Newport, where
she appears in the 1863 tax list with a town lot. On
July 1, 1863, at about 2:00 p.m., at the Battle of Get
tysburg, Paul's brigade was attacked from three
directions by elements of four Confederate bri
gades and, after a stiff fight, was overwhelmed. A
musketball struck Paul's right temple an inch and
a halfbehind his eye, severed the right optic nerve,
passed through his head, and exited through the
left eye socket, removing the eye. Paul fell uncon
scious and was left for dead on the field; a dispatch
from Gen. George Meade to Gen. Henry Halleck
reported him killed. However, he was found alive
by Union prisoners working as stretcher-bearers,
carried to a local residence, and placed under the
care of the surgeon of the 11th Pennsylvania. Paul
apparently returned to Newport to recover from
his Gettysburg wounds, because the 1864 and 1865
tax lists include both Louise and G. R. Paul. The

1866 tax list shows only Louise Paul.
In February 1865, Paul was retired from active
military service “for disability resulting from
wounds received in the line of duty." Despite being
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totally blind, suffering violent attacks of head pain,
and having epilepsy, he was at that time made dep

uty governor of the Soldiers' Home near Washing
ton, D.C. In June 1865 he was placed in charge of
the military asylum at Harrodsburg, Ky., where he
served until December 1866. A resolution of Con

gress granted him full pay and allowances of briga
dier general on April 12, 1870. Records show that
his seizures increased, occurring several times per

day in the later years. Paul died at his residence in
Washington, D.C., on May 5, 1886. He was given
a hero's burial in Arlington National Cemetery,
and a monument was erected over his grave by his
comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic

Vevay and Craig Township Underground Railroad
station for many years. Samuel H. Pavy continued
his father's antislavery activities after John Pavy
moved to Decatur Co.

Girard, Mary, and Roy Girard. The Pavy Family His
tory. Privately published, 1999.
History of Switzerland County, Indiana. Chicago:
Weakley, Harraman, 1885.
Switzerland Co., Indiana, Photo Album. http://
myindianahome.net/gen/Switz/photos/index.html
(accessed March 24, 2007).

ington, D.C.

Arlington National Cemetery Website. "Gabriel Rene
Paul." www.arlingtoncemetery.net/grpaul.htm (ac
cessed June 8, 2006).
"G. R. Paul Pension Record,” National Archives,

Washington, D.C.
Polley, Daryl. "Gabriel Paul," Campbell County His
torical and Genealogical Society Newsletter,
January 1999.

PAVY, JOHN (b. March 17, 1791, Sussex Co., Del;

d. November 9, 1869, Decatur Co., Ind.). Like many
Baptist preachers in Kentucky before the Civil
War, John Pavy took a bold public stance against
institutional slavery. In 1823 Pavy, who was preach
ing at Fredericksburg (Warsaw) in Gallatin Co.,
was run out of town for his views opposing slavery.
It is unclear how John Pavy became an abolitionist
or whether his relatives in Harrison and Campbell
counties also held antislavery views, but three Har
rison Co. Paveys moved into Switzerland and De

Diane Perrine Coon

became active in the Student Non-Violent Coordi

PAXTON INN. One of the earliest public inns in
Kentucky is still standing in the town of Washing
ton. The inn, built between 1810 and 1819, was

owned by James Paxton, who lived in a house next
door. Records indicate that theinn was being oper
ated by James Artus in 1819. Paxton was a lawyer,
and customers for the successful inn included per
sons working in the nearby courthouse and other
lawyers, as well as travelers to the area. Paxton
tionist, not a popular stance in slaveholding Ken
tucky. He died in a fall from a buggy while on a
visit back to Kentucky in 1824. The inn was sold by
Paxton's heirs, and Willis Lee was still using it as a
tavern as late as 1838. A two-story, plainly styled

Sometime before 1761, John Pavy's grandfa
ther, Samuel Pavey (Pavy), brought the family
south from New Hampshire into Accomack Co.,
Va. The Pavy family migrated through Maryland
and Delaware before coming to Northern Ken
tucky about 1808. John Pavy married Jane S. Winn,
September 5, 1811, in Harrison Co. Their family of

building was turned over to the Limestone Chap

chased a farm that straddled what is now Ind. Rt.

56 at the top of a hill above Vevay, Ind. (Switzer

land Co.), on the Mount Sterling Rd. Pavy preached
at several local Baptist churches before moving to
the Sand Creek Baptist Church in Decatur Co.,
Ind., during the mid-1840s. He also preached at
the Adams, Liberty, and Salem Baptist Churches
nearby.
The first documented safe house for runaway
slaves in Switzerland Co., Ind., was established by
John Pavy along with his eldest son, Samuel Husk
Pavy, and fellow Kentuckian Stephen R. Gerard
(also spelled Girard, Garrard, and Jerrard by vari
ous census takers). These three men operated the

bert “H. Rap" Brown, and its former leader Stokely
Carmichael. It was while Payne was in Atlanta that
he became known as Ché, a name also used by the
well-known revolutionary leader from Cuba. In
1970 Brown went to Bel Air, Md., where SNCC had

Harris, John. “Black Leaders Eulogize Payne,” KP

Continental Telephone was supportive, and the

dren were born between 1812 and 1822 in Gallatin

came a friend of SNCC's national chairman, Her

to tear the structure down. Led by Mrs. Andrew
Duke, an effort was started to save Paxton Inn.

Co. Following an 1823 incident at Warsaw, John
Pavy crossed the Ohio River into Indiana. He pur

In 1967 he moved to Atlanta, Ga., and traveled

throughout Alabama, Georgia, and Mississippi on
civil rights and voter-registration drives. He be

met their needs, the firm decided in the mid-1960s

brick Federal row house with a basement, the

structure eventually became the headquarters of
the Mason Co. Telephone Company and then was
purchased by succeeding telephone businesses.
The Continental Telephone Company was the last
of those companies; when the building no longer

River.

11 children included seven sons, three of whom

nating Committee (SNCC), the youth organiza
tion of the Southern Christian Leadership Confer
ence, which was formed by Martin Luther King Jr.
Payne has been described as highly intelligent and
an organizer.

established a presence because of civil rights issues;
he was to face charges stemming from various pro
test marches and rallies. While traveling in Mary
land to support Brown, Payne and a companion,
Ralph Featherstone, were killed on March 9, 1970,
when their car exploded. The incident was publi
cized nationally as part of the civil rights move
ment. Payne was buried in Mary E. Smith Ceme
tery in Elsmere, Ky.

catur counties on the Indiana side of the Ohio

became Baptist ministers. Five of the oldest chil

Grant High School, where he was the basketball
team manager. After graduation, he served with
the U.S. Naval Reserves for two years of active duty
during the Vietnam War. He attended Xavier
University in Cincinnati, and while in college he

moved to Ohio in 1823 because he was an aboli

Daryl Polley

1943, Covington, Ky.; d. March 9, 1970, Bel Air,
Md.). William Payne, the son of Emmett Payne Jr.
and Emma F. Robinson Payne, became the first
African American from Covington killed during
the modern civil rights movement. Payne was
raised in Covington and attended Lincoln-Grant
School, then graduated in 1963 from the William

Switzerland Co. Complete Civil Order Book F, Sep
tember Term, 1832, Vevay, Ind.

(GAR).

Abraham Lincoln Papers, Library of Congress, Wash

PAYNE, WILLIAMHERMAN (b. December 28,

March 17, 1970, 1K–2K.

. “Black Struggle Leader Buried," KP, March 16,
1970, 4K.

ter of the Daughters of the American Revolu

"Nobody Can Say He Was a Militant," KP

tion (DAR) in 1967. As restoration efforts con

March 13, 1970, 1K–2K.
“Services Held for Bomb Blast Victim,” KP, March 17,

tinue, the house is used by the local DAR chapter
for its functions and is open to the public, who can
observe its early-19th-century fireplaces, mantels,
and woodwork. A portrait of William Beatty, alo
cal lawyer and jurist in the 1830s and a relative of
James Artus, is one of the artifacts placed in the
house during restoration. Each floor features a
room 18 feet wide by 36 feet long. These rooms
were occupied by inn patrons, and the one on the
second floor was sometimes used for dancing. A
concealed staircase, speculation by locals, and the
history of Paxton's abolitionist leanings point to
the inn as perhaps having been used as a station on
the Underground Railroad.
Collection of the Kentucky Gateway Museum,
Maysville, Ky.
“Maysville Preserver of the Past," KP, July 6, 1983,
8K.

“Walk into 158 Years of Paxton Inn History," KP, Au
gust 17, 1968, IK.
“Washington Rings in Christmas,” KP December 1,
1983, 12.K.

John Klee

1970, 5K.

Theodore H. H. Harris

PEACH GROVEINN. The original Peach Grove
Inn was located on a lane that was part of Wash
ington Trace Rd., about a mile off Ky. Rt. 10, near
the Wesley Chapel Methodist Church, in
northeastern Pendleton Co. In 1858 Lacky and
Sarah Lancaster conveyed the property to George
Daniel, who transferred it to Garrett Daniel. The

inn was a two-story log cabin (one room and aloft),
and it had sections of the logs cut out to serve as
gun ports. It may be that the occupants wanted to
protect themselves against American Indians, or
perhaps the building was used as a Confederate
military post and stronghold. Two local Confeder
ate operatives, William Francis Corbin and
Thomas Jefferson McGraw, were captured at
this inn in 1863 during the Civil War. They were
arrested for recruiting soldiers into the Confeder
ate Army and later were shot to death by the Union
Army at Johnson's Island, Ohio.

PENDLETON, EDMUND
The 1884 Lake atlas shows the structure, iden

tified as a home, located just northwest of the Peach
Grove post office, which in turn was located at the
cemetery and next to the old Second Mile Baptist
Church. The former inn was owned by F. M. Ellis at
this time. Dean Richards Maxddon restored the
inn in the 1970s.

Lathrop, J. M. An Atlas of Bracken and Pendleton
Counties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1884.
Mildred Belew
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Church. Some of the better-known families living
in early Peaselburg were named Drees, Heidel,
Holtsman, Kruse, Niehaus, Shoemaker, Trenkamp,

which he never fully recovered. He also served as
the pastor of the First Baptist Church in Cov
ington. Peck died in 1858 and was first buried in

and Uhlmann.

Rock Springs, Ill. His remains were later moved to

A Covington Ticket newspaper article of Sep
tember 1876 addressed the puzzling name of
Peaselburg with the question “Who or what is
peasel?" Townspeople had often wondered also. It
turned out that early German residents had named
the town Peaselburg (also spelled Peasleburg),

the Bellfontaine Cemetery in St. Louis, Mo.
“Death Notice,” CJ, March 27, 1858, 2.

Wilson, James Grant, and John Fiske, eds. Appleton's
Cyclopedia of American Biography. New York: D.
Appleton, 1894.

based on a Low German term that can be trans

PELHAM, WILLIAM (b. 1803, Maysville, Ky; d.
lated as "the city of goose droppings." Once the se
PEASELBURG. This quaint little village, now
within Covington, was founded in the mid-1800s
and originally was known as Silkyville. The neigh
borhood boundaries were 19th St. on the north,
26th St. on the south, Madison Ave. on the east,
and Benton Rd. on the west. Most of the residents
were German Catholics, but a few Irish families

the community and attempts were made to change
it. A Ticket article also ridiculed the name by refer
ring to Peaselburg as Goose Town. In 1876 there
was an attempt to rename the city Wolfsburg, but
nothing came of the idea. Central Covington,
which included Peaselburg, was incorporated by

lived there, helping to make life in the neighbor
hood varied and interesting. Many of the men of
the town worked for the nearby Kentucky Cen

the state in 1880. In 1906 the voters of Central

tral Railroad or at the car barn at Madison Ave.

Geasien, Chester F. Strolling along Memory Lane.
Vol. 1. Newport, Ky: Otto, 1971.

and State St.

Covington approved annexation to Covington.

“The Kentucky Legislature," Covington Ticket, May
The Monte Cassino Chapel and monastery
were located on the hills above Peaselburg. Each
morning, noon, and evening the monastery bells
rang, to remind residents to bow their heads for a
time of prayer and meditation. The monks tended
their vineyards and made wine on the monastery
property for sacramental purposes and for com
mercial sale. They regularly made home deliveries
of their wine in Peaselburg, as milkmen of their
day delivered milk.
Hundreds of geese roamed freely in the city,
most of them owned by the Drees, Niehaus, and
Uhlmann families, who were called by some peo
ple goose ranchers. How anyone knew who owned
which geese was a mystery to everyone. The ag
gressive geese ruled almost every sidewalk, street,
and yard in the community and would attack any
one or anything that challenged them. Eggs could
be found behind many bushes, and quills and
feathers were everywhere. The goose population
supplied goose grease, which people used to tame
their unruly hair, goose feathers to fill mattresses
and pillows, and the goose liver and goose eggs

1879, Manchaca, Tex.). William Pelham, who be

cret was out, the name became an embarrassment to

came the only Confederate governor in the New
Mexico Territory, was the son of Charles Pelham
and Isabella Atkinson. He moved westward dur

ing the 1820s. He was appointed as a U.S. auditor
and then as U.S. surveyor general of the Arkansas
Territory. He married Mary Ann Conway, and
they had three children. In 1849 Pelham and his
family, with their slaves, moved to Texas, where he
established a ranch. In 1854 he was appointed the
U.S. surveyor general of the Territory of New Mex
ico, where he was active in promoting the opening
of the territory to slavery.
When Texas seceded from the Union in 1861,

4, 1880, 2.

Reis, Jim. "Goats, Geese, and Goons Colored Life in

Suburbs," KP July 9, 1984,9K.
. Pieces of the Past. Vol. 1. Covington: Ken
tucky Post, 1988.
“Who or What Was Peasel?" Covington Ticket, Sep
tember 28, 1876, 3.

all residents in the Territory of New Mexico were
ordered by its governor, Henry Connelly, to take
an oath of allegiance to the United States. Pelham
refused and was arrested and jailed at Santa Fe. On
July 23, 1861, Confederate forces invaded New
Mexico, but it was not until 1862 that they ad

Jack Wessling
vanced to Santa Fe. On March 10, 1862, Santa Fe
PECK, JOHN MASON (b. October 31, 1789,
South-Farms, Litchfield Co., Conn.; d. March 15,
1858, O'Fallon Station, Ill.). John Mason Peck, the
son of Asa and Hannah Farnun Peck, humble fam

ily farmers, became a noted Baptist preacher and
educator. By 1813 he was a minister at Catskill,
N.Y., and by 1817 he was assigned to the western
missionary frontier at St. Louis, Mo. He traveled
thousands of miles through Illinois, preaching,
publishing, and founding Baptist colleges and
seminaries, and it was said that perhaps no man
had done more to guide the thoughts, mold the
manners, and form the institutions of the West

than John Peck.

that were used to make sandwiches for children's

On November 10, 1834, Peck formed the West

school lunches. Geese were as symbolic of Peasel
burg as horses are of the state of Kentucky.
A favorite playground for many of the Peasel
burg children was the nearby, enchanting, Willow
Run Creek valley. The frequent fistfights and
stone-throwing battles between the Irish and the
German youth turned into a popular spectator

ern Baptist Educational Society, which evolved
into Covington's Western Baptist Theological
Institute. He took part in the doctrinal and politi
cal compromises that enabled the institution to
open in fall 1844. Although he leaned toward the
Southern position on the slavery issue, he did ev
erything in his power to keep this issue from de

sport. The biggest event of the year was the annual

stroying the new school.

Easter fire, set on the vacant lot bounded by 18th,
19th, Russell, and Holman Sts. Peaselburg resi
dents also loved to watch the Covington Blues
baseball team perform on their field at 19th and
Euclid Sts. Life for most Peaselburg families cen
tered on activities at the St. Augustine Catholic
Church, which originally was located on Russell
St, just south of Willow St. In 1912, much to the
chagrin of baseball fans, the Blues playing field was
razed for construction of a new St. Augustine

Peck published several books and newspapers
and wrote histories. He also produced a sketch of
Daniel Boone. Peck recognized early in his career

the importance of educational training for minis
ters and the populace. He established some 900

fell to the Confederate Army. Pelham was released
from jail and appointed the Confederate governor
of the territory. Confederate forces were defeated
at Glorieta Pass on March 28, 1862, and forced to

retreat to Texas. Santa Fe was evacuated by the
Confederates on April 8 of that year, and Pelham
retreated with the Confederate Army, but he and
his escort were captured by Union troops before
reaching Texas. Pelham spent the remainder of the
war in confinement. During the war, his only sur
viving son, Charles, was killed while serving as a
Confederate soldier in 1864 in the fighting around
Atlanta, Ga.
In 1865 Pelham was released and allowed to
leave New Mexico. He returned to Manchaca,Tex.,
where he established another ranch and was active

in Democratic politics. He died at his ranch in
1879.

Kerby, Robert L. The Confederate Invasion of New
Mexico and Arizona, 1861–1862. Los Angeles.
Westernlore Press, 1958.
Museum of New Mexico. The Civil War in New
Mexico, Santa Fe, N.Mex., 1964.

Charles H. Bogart
PENDLETON, EDMUND (b. September 9,
1721, Caroline Co., Va.; d. October 23, 1803, Rich
mond, Va.). Edmund Pendleton has as his name

churches and saw 600 ministers ordained and

sake Pendleton Co., Ky., which was created on De

32,000 persons become Baptists. He received a DD
degree from Harvard at Cambridge, Mass., in
1852. While president of the Western Baptist Theo
logical Institute in 1854, he caught a fever from

cember 13, 1798, from portions of Campbell and
Bracken counties. He was a well-known Virginia
politician, lawyer, and judge. Pendleton was ad
mitted to the Virginia bar in 1745 and became the
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justice of the peace for Caroline Co., Va., in 1751.
He was a member of the Virginia House of Bur

Road) took the river in leading 600 Indians and
Canadians in the June 1780 attack on Ruddell's

in the Continental Congress from 1774 to 1775.
He was the first Speaker of the Virginia House of

and Martin's stations in Central Kentucky. The
first settlement in the county is believed to have
been the one at the fork of the Licking at sometime

Delegates and became the first judge of the High

around 1780. The settlement, which became Fal

Court of Chancery in 1777. Pendleton was presi

mouth, was established by James Cordy, Peter

dent of both the Virginia Supreme Court of Ap
peals from 1778 to 1803 and the Virginia Ratifica

DeMoss, Samuel Jones, Gabriel Mullins, and James

gesses from 1752 to 1776 and represented Virginia

tion Convention in 1788. Eventually, he refused

appointment to the federal judiciary in 1788 be
cause of advancing age. Pendleton died in Rich
mond, Va., in 1803. He was buried first in Ed

mundsbury, near Bowling Green, Va., but his
remains later were moved to Bruton Parish Church

Cemetery in Williamsburg, Va., in 1907.
Biographical Directory of the United States Congress.
"Pendleton, Edmund (1721–1803)." http://bioguide
congress.gov (accessed April 5, 2006).
Mays, David J. Edmund Pendleton, 1721–1803: A
Biography. Cambridge: Harvard Univ. Press, 1952.
, ed. The Letters and Papers of Edmund Pend
leton. 2 vols. Charlottesville: Univ. Press of Vir

ginia, 1967.

Jenny Plemen
PENDLETON

ACADEMY. The Pendleton

Academy in Falmouth began in 1814 under the di
rection of Professor R. C. Robinson of Moscow,

Ohio, in a one-story building, 20 by 30 feet. The
brick used in the building was available on-site.
Constructed on land purchased from Reuben
Turner for $30, the academy's building was at the
corner of Broad and Fourth Sts. For many years,
this private school was simply called the seminary.
In 1848 a new one-story building, 20 by 56 feet,
was erected where the present Falmouth Middle
School now stands. It was later known as Pendle

ton Academy.
Belew, Mildred Bowen. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky. Mildred Bowen
Belew, n.d. (ca. 1994].
Mildred Belew

PENDLETON CO. This 281-square-mile county
is bordered by Grant, Kenton, Campbell, Bracken,
and Harrison counties. The Ohio River borders

Pendleton Co. for five miles along its northeastern
border, and Falmouth is the confluence of major
forks of the Licking River. The terrain consists of
fertile river valleys surrounded by undulatinghills.
Most of the farm production is burley tobacco and
beef and dairy cattle. The county was created on
December 13, 1798, from portions of Campbell
and Bracken counties and was named after Ed

mund Pendleton (1721–1803), a longtime mem
ber of the Virginia House of Burgesses (1752–1774)
and the Continental Congress. Falmouth is the
county seat. The other incorporated city in the
county is Butler, located on the Licking Riverseven
miles north of Falmouth. In 1820,250 square miles
of the county were taken to establish Grant Co.
The Licking River was an important avenue for
the early exploration of Kentucky. Along with an
overland route through the county, the English
captain Henry Bird (see Bird’s [Byrd's] War

Tilton.

With the exception of the county seat, Pendle
ton Co. remained rural during the 19th century.
The farm economy was based on tobacco, and leg
end has it that the first crop was raised in the south
western part of the county with seed brought from
Virginia. In the 1830s Oliver Browning floated
100-pound hoop-pole packages of the crop from
McKinneysburg on flatboats down the Licking
River to Cincinnati and points beyond. The com
ing of the Covington and Lexington Railroad
through the county in 1853 gave sellers a connec
tion to markets at Cincinnati and Louisville.

By the 1890s, intensive tobacco production had
depleted much of the soil in Pendleton Co. Sweet
clover brought from Alabama in 1895 was planted
in worn-out tobacco fields, restoring profitability
to tobacco cultivation, as well as to apiary and
dairy industries. Pendleton, “the county that came

Major floods of the Licking River in 1937, 1948,
1964, and 1997 made flood control a major con
cern of residents (see Flood of 1937, Flood of

1964, Licking River, Flood of 1997, Licking
River). The creation of Falmouth Lake (now Kin
caid Lake) State Park near Falmouth, a 200-acre

impoundment, failed to prevent the 1964 flood
(see Kincaid Lake State Park). Initial planning
for a 12,000-acre impoundment of the Licking
River nine miles south of Falmouth got under way
in the mid-1970s, but because of the magnitude of
the project, it was abandoned.
The completion of the AA Highway in 1990
has made Pendleton Co. more accessible to the ur

ban areas of Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati.
Many county residents not engaged in farming are
employed outside of the county, commuting to
jobs within the metropolitan area. The population
in 2000 was 14,390.

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. ſca.
1994].
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
U.S. Census Bureau. www.census.gov/(accessed Janu
ary 2, 2008).

Warren J. Shonert and Staff

back," nevertheless lost one-third of its residents at

the height of the economic crisis. Another forage
crop that succeeded in the county was alfalfa,
probably introduced between 1900 and 1910 by
traveling Mormon preachers. By 1925 local tan
ners produced hundreds of tons and were export
ing alfalfa to other areas.
In the late 1850s, a company of Pendleton Co.
soldiers was organized to perform peacekeeping
duties among the Mormons in Utah. During the
Civil War, the county sent men to both armies. A
Union recruiting camp was established in Falmouth
in September 1861. Two Confederate recruiters
were captured and executed in the Peach Grove
area of northern Pendleton Co. In July 1862 a num
ber of county citizens were rounded up by Union
troops during a crackdown against suspected
Confederate sympathizers. In June 1863 a number
of women were arrested at DeMossville because

they were believed to be potential spies “dangerous
to the federal government." Falmouth was the site
of a small skirmish on September 18, 1862, be
tween 28 Confederates and 11 Home Guardsmen

(see Falmouth, Battle of).

The city of Butler was established in the 1850s
when the Covington and Lexington Railroad was
built through the area. Originally called Clayton,
for reasons unknown, the city was named for Wil
liam O. Butler, a U.S. congressman, when it was
incorporated on February 1, 1868. Like Falmouth,
Butler in the 1870s and 1880s was a major tobacco
market and its other businesses included lumber

and sawmills, flour- and gristmills, churches,
schools, a railroad depot, a blacksmith shop, and
various stores. In 1871 a covered bridge was built
across the Licking River at Butler (see Butler Cov
ered Bridge). The bridge was used until the 1937
flood weakened its supports. The structure was
later torn down and replaced with a steel bridge.

PENDLETON

CO.

MEMORIAL

HIGH

SCHOOL. Pendleton Co. Memorial High School
opened its doors on September 8, 1959, in its pres

ent single-story brick structure, situated on a bluff
outside Falmouth on U.S. 27 North. In its first

year, the school enrolled 360 students from the for
mer Morgan and Butler high schools. In fall 1968,
the Falmouth High School was merged into
Pendleton Co. Memorial High School. In fall 1971,
many students from the St. Xavier High School in
Falmouth also joined the school's rolls.
In May 1960, the high school's first graduating
class consisted of 70 students. Adopting the tradi
tions of its predecessor high schools, Pendleton
Co. Memorial High School observes unique, multi
event graduation ceremonies. On Class Night, stu
dents are introduced to the audience, noting their
parents names and their home community within
the county. Scholarships and awards are presented,
and members of the graduating class perform vo
cal and instrumental selections, skits, and dances.

The following Sunday evening, baccalaureate is
held at a local church. On the third evening, com
mencement itself takes place.
Pendleton Co. Memorial High School's mascot
is the Wildcat, and the school's colors are red,

white, and black. The school has published its year
book, The Pendleton Echo, each year since it
opened. A school newspaper, known originally as
The Pendletonian and later as The Cats’ Paws, has

been published intermittently.
The high school's facilities have undergone sev
eral renovations over the years, with a major one
during the late 1980s. In spring 2007, the school
began a major expansion (designed by architects
Sherman, Carter, and Barnhart of Lexington) that
included eight new classrooms, a 450-seat audito
rium, an auxiliary gym, a new library-multimedia
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center, and renovation of all of the former class

rooms; it was scheduled for completion in fall
2008. In 2008 the enrollment was 850. The high
school offers a varied curriculum, including many
dual-credit and advanced placement courses, and
avery competitive sports program. The school also
has a functioning greenhouse. Pendleton Co. Me
morial High School counts among its graduates a
Nobel Prize winner, Philip A. Sharp.
Belew, Mildred Bowen. “History of Pendleton
County Schools." www.rootsweb.com/~kypendle/

schoolhistory.htm (accessed on September 29,

federal agencies and private individuals and
groups, such as the Campbell Co. Historical Soci
ety, the buildings interior was restored and its
bookshelves filled again. Many people donated

Pendleton Co. By 1895 or so, the Falmouth inde
pendent public school system was established.
In 1909, the county had three independent
public high schools at Butler, Falmouth, and Mor
gan (see Butler High School; Falmouth High
School; Morgan High School). Around this
time, the Butler Graded and High School was relo
cated to Matilda St. in Butler and housed in a two

vices. The Mount Auburn school is a senior citizen

story frame building. In 1915 the county had 62
schools for whites and a single school for blacks. In
1927 the Butler Graded and High School moved
into a larger, multistory brick building that was
built to replace the former building on the same

apartment complex; the McKinneysburg school is
now a privately held apartment complex.

books and information about their families to re

stock the genealogical research room. Today there
are about 38,000 items housed at the library.
Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.
1994].

“Hundreds Turn Out to View Pendleton Library," KP

September 27, 1976,8K.
Mildred Belew

2006).

Dennie, Debbie, and Patty Jenkins, comps. Forks of
the Licking, Bicentennial Edition, 1798–1998.
Falmouth, Ky., Falmouth Outlook, 1998.
Hornbeek, Carolyn, and Bobby Nordheim, eds. The

Farewell, 1959. Butler, Ky: Butler High School,
1959.

Morris, Linda S. Thornton, ed. The Pendleton Echo,

1960. Falmouth, Ky: Pendleton High School,

PENDLETON CO. PUBLIC SCHOOLS. Pub

liceducation in Pendleton Co. began in Butler with
a school that included multiple grades and was lo
cated in three rented roomson the upperstory ofthe
Armstrong Store. A one-room schoolhouse was
built in the town around 1856 from what had been

1960.

Pendleton Co. Schools. www.pendleton.k12.ky.us (ac
cessed October 2, 2006).

an old blacksmith's shop; all grades were taught
there, including high school. By 1875, there were
about 70 schools for whites and 3 for blacks in

Michael D. Redden and Aprile
Conrad Redden

PENDLETON CO. PUBLIC LIBRARY. The

Pendleton Co. Public Library began in 1953 when
Pendleton Co. received agrant from the Common
wealth of Kentucky and additional funds from the
Falmouth City Council, the Falmouth City School,
the Pendleton Co. Fiscal Court, and the Pendleton

Co. Schools. The library opened in the Falmouth
City Hall council chambers, and the first chairman
of the library board was Ray Hogg. The library was
able to obtain a bookmobile, which served the gen
eral population by making stops in subdivisions
and community centers, nursing homes, senior
citizens centers, and remote rural areas. Josephine
Dougherty and Josephine McKenny were early li
brarians. On October 15, 1967, the library moved
to the LLL Building on the corner of Shelby and
Main Sts. in Falmouth, where it remained until
1976.

In August 1967 the board bought the former
George B. Held property and cleared it to make
way for a new building with adequate parking. In
1975 the board received a $135,000 building grant;
that grant, combined with funds from the board's
savings account and a $90,000 bank loan, made it
possible to construct a new library, which ended
up costing more than $200,000. The new Pendle
ton Co. Public Library, at 228 Main St. in Falmouth,
was dedicated in an impressive ceremony on Sep
tember 26, 1976. A large crowd visited the library

the Pendleton Co. Board of Education consoli

dated its upper grades into the newly constructed
Pendleton Co. Memorial High School. In the
fall of 1968, Falmouth High School was merged
into Pendleton Memorial High School.
In the early 1970s, the Pendleton Co. Board of
Education began the countywide consolidation of
its primary schools with the opening of Southern
Elementary, located at U.S. 27 North and Wood
son Ln. in Falmouth, and Northern Elementary,
located at 925 Ky. Rt. 177 East in Butler, both
schools serve grades one through six. At this time,
the Falmouth High School building was converted
into the countywide Pendleton Co. Middle School,
for grades seven and eight. In January 1998 the
middle school was relocated to a new facility at 35
Wright Rd. and U.S. 27 North in Butler and re
named the Phillip A. Sharp Middle School. It be
gan serving grades six through eight, to ease spac
ing concerns at the elementary schools, which
today offer preschool and kindergarten classes.
Over time, the old school buildings have found
new and varied uses. The school building at Butler
was used as a low-income apartment complex until
it was damaged by fire; it is now vacant. The Mor
gan High School building served as a recreation
center with a roller skating rink until it was pur
chased by a private citizen. The high school build
ing in Falmouth is maintained by the county
school system and is the Falmouth School Center,
offering GED, career placement, and other ser

Belew, Mildred Bowen. “History of Pendleton County
Schools." www.rootsweb.com/~kypendle/school
history.htm (accessed September 30, 2006).

site; 12 rooms were added to the new school in

Bray, Nancy, transcriber. “Common School Directory
1940.

By the 1920s, the county had public schools for
whites for grades one through eight in at least the
following locations: Auburn, Butler, Falmouth,
Goforth, McKinneysburg, Morgan, Mount Au
burn, and Portland. In 1924 the elementary school
at Goforth became Kentucky's first rural school to
offer a hot lunch program; the lunches were free of
charge, with local farmers donating goods and stu
dents supplying the volunteer labor. The school
sponsored a box social to raise the seed money for

of Pendleton County, Kentucky 1915–1916." www
.rootsweb.com/~kypendle/comschool.htm (accessed
September 30, 2006).
Butler Woman's Club, comp. As I Remember Butler.
Butler, Ky. Butler Women's Club, 1975.
Dennie, Debbie, and Patty Jenkins, comps. Forks of
the Licking, Bicentennial Edition, 1798–1998.
Falmouth, Ky., Falmouth Outlook, 1998.
“Looking Back through the Years," Falmouth Out
look, December 27, 2005, 2.

Wolfe, Ronald Glenn, ed. The Morganeer, 1958–

1959. Morgan, Ky: Morgan High School, 1959.

the endeavor, and a school bookstore funded the

ongoing operation of the program. The school at
Goforth was also the first among Kentucky's rural
schools to include home economics in the grade
school curriculum.
In 1930 there was at least one school for Afri

can Americans operating in the county; it was

to see the collection of some 10,000 books and

known as the Pendleton Co. or Falmouth Colored

view the Barton Papers collection housed there.

School. At the December 1955 Falmouth Board of

Othelia Moore was the librarian at the time. She

Education meeting, this building was sold to Bob

retired and was replaced by Janie Harter in 1985.
When Harter retired in 2005, Cheri Figgins was
appointed librarian.
The flood of 1997 devastated the library's in
terior and its holdings. Because the water rose to
four feet on the main floor, very few items were
salvaged; but through help from both state and

Best, a local realtor, for $1,250. Oral tradition indi
cates that for some time after the school closed, its

students were bused to neighboring Harrison Co.,
rather than being integrated into Pendleton Co.'s
or Falmouth's school system.
The Morgan and Butler high schools ceased to
exist at the close ofthe 1958–1959 school year, when

Michael D. Redden and Aprile Conrad
Redden

PENN GROVE CAMP MEETING. The land

now occupied by the Penn Grove Campground, on
the edge of Mount Olivet in Robertson Co., was
first an informal gambling resort known as Long
Branch. Cards and craps were the games of choice,
and they were played at all hours of the day and
night. In 1893, Rev. William A. Penn and his
brother Lew desired to do something about the
grounds, so they purchased the 30-acre tract and
built the campground, which eventually included
an auditorium, a dining room, and 36 cabins.
Gambling ceased, and religious camp meetings re
placed that unsavory activity. Various citizens

PEOPLE'S-LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, COVINGTON

modern Pentecostalism—spread throughout thena

the 1960s and 1970s some members of mainline

tion before the Civil War. In contrast to the Cal

denominations began their own charismatic re
newals, making Pentecostalism more understand
able and palatable.

from throughout the county bought shares of stock
in the venture. For many years, Penn Grove was
the major mass meeting place for wholesome
events in Robertson Co., in addition to the typical
southern-style church summer camp meetings,
which were held by many different religious

from Arminianism, which maintained that all

denominations.

could be saved. This democratic and dramatic in

vinism of some religious denominations of the
time, which stressed predestination and the selec
tivity of salvation, the holiness revivals stemmed

dividualistic element of the Holiness movement of

Moore, T. Ross, ed. Echoes from the Century, 1867–
1967 Mount Olivet, Ky: Robertson Co. Historical
Society, 2000.

Methodism proved especially appealing in frontier
areas like Kentucky.
After the Civil War, the Holiness movement

PENTECOSTALS. Some of the earliest Pente

costal churches in Northern Kentucky included
the First Church of God at 502 Johnson St. in Cov

ington, the Church of God at 1044 Prospect St.
in Covington, the First Church of God of Erlanger,
and the Full Gospel Assembly of God in Newport.
The First Church of God, Covington, moved to 524
Southern Ave. in Covington, where a basement
church was built in 1949, and a new sanctuary
above it in 1955. The Full Gospel Assembly of God
in Newport was founded in 1948 by Rev. Orville A.
Morgan, a native of Lee Co., Ky. Christ's Chapel
Assembly of God in Erlanger was founded by Rev.
Terry Crigger in 1986. One of the largest Pentecos
tal churches in the region is the Heritage Assembly
of God in Florence, which also operates the Heri
tage Academy.
Currently, Church of God (Cleveland, Tenn.)
congregations are located in Alexandria, Cold
Spring, Covington, Crescent Springs, Dayton,
Falmouth, Florence, Highland Heights, Newport,
Walton, and Williamstown. There are Assembly
of God churches in Alexandria, Bellevue, Boone

Co., Brooksville (see Brooksville Assembly of
God), Covington, Dry Ridge, Erlanger, Falmouth,
Florence, Maysville, Mount Olivet, Newport, and
Owenton. There are also many Pentecostal
churches of other denominations, as well as unaf

filiated congregations, in Northern Kentucky.
Pentecostals are Christians who derive their
name from the Pentecost of the New Testament,
the occasion at which Christians believe that the

Apostles received the Holy Spirit. Worldwide to
day, Pentecostalism is the fastest-growing move
ment in Christianity and, measured by actual
membership, the second-largest denomination of
Christianity, next to that of Roman Catholics.
Pentecostal Protestants trace their earliest roots to

John Wesley (1703–1791), founder of the Method
ist Church (see Methodists). Wesley emphasized a
two-step religious experience for individuals, con
version or “justification,” followed by Christian
perfection or "sanctification." In conversion, indi
viduals realized their sinfulness and were forgiven
for their own personal sins. In the second phase,
their "inbred sin” or “residue of sin," a consequence

of the "original sin” of Adam and Eve, was removed
as they received the Holy Spirit; they then grew in
“holiness.” The American camp meeting (see

Reeves’ Campground), featuring thousands of
attendees in a highly emotional setting marked by
trembling, trances, and other “gifts of the Spirit.”
had its origins at Cane Ridge in Bourbon Co. in
1801. "Holiness" revivals—the basic foundation of
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experienced resurgence. By the 1880s, however, for
a variety of reasons, Methodists began to dissoci
ate themselves from what they viewed as an in
creasingly radical movement that appeared to be
taking on an antidenominational stance. Holiness
churches began to beformed, beginning with Dan
iel S. Warner's organization of the Church of God
in Anderson, Ind., in 1880 and continuing with the
Nazarenes and the Pilgrim Holiness Church,
founded in Cincinnati in 1897. By the 1890s the
term Pentecostals came into wider usage, led by
Henry C. Morrison of Asbury College in Wilmore,
Ky., and others.

Anderson, Robert Mapes. “Pentecostal and Charis
matic Christianity." In Encyclopedia of Religion,
ed. Lindsay Jones. 2nd ed. Detroit: Thomson Gale,
ca. 2005.

“Anniversary." KTS, March 18, 1955,2A.
“Church of God to Break Ground,” KTS, April 4,
1958, 8A.

“Evangelistic Services,” KPJanuary 17, 1931, 2.
“FirstService in New Church,” KTS, January 28, 1955,
6A.

“Orville Morgan,95, Founded Newport Church,” KE,
October 14, 2003, 4B.

“Pastor Heeds Call to Start New Church,” KPJanuary
11, 1986,9K.

“Revival to Be Continued,” KP, November 18, 1930, 3.

Synan, Vinson. The Holiness-Pentecostal Tradition:
Charismatic Movements in the Twentieth Cen

tury. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerd
mans, 1997.

Paul A. Tenkotte

The modern Pentecostal movement is traced to

PEOPLE'S-LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST

Rev. Charles Fox Parham of Kansas, who stressed a

COMPANY, COVINGTON. People's-Liberty
Bank of Covington, once the largest bank in
Northern Kentucky, was the resultofa 1928 merger
between People's Savings Bank and Trust Com
pany and the Liberty National Bank (formerly
German National Bank) of Covington.
The German National Bank of Covington was
founded in 1871 and in January 1890 moved to a
Richardsonian Romanesque-style building still
standing at 609-611 Madison Ave. In 1913 it
merged with the Merchants National Bank, retain

“third experience,” a baptism with the Holy Spirit,
as subsequent to and wholly separate from the
second experience, “sanctification,” which Parham
viewed as a cleansing from inbred sin. According
to Parham, glossolalia, or speaking in tongues, was
evidence of baptism in the Holy Spirit; before this
time, glossolalia was a little-known phenomenon.

Beginning in 1906 and lasting for three and a half
years in a church on Azusa St. in Los Angeles, Wil
liam Joseph Seymour, an African American fol
lower of Parham, oversaw enthusiastic Pentecostal

ing the name German National Bank. Because of

revivals marked by glossolalia on a massive scale.
Azusa St. captured the attention of the media, as
thousands flocked to Los Angeles, and modern Pen
tecostalism was born and spread quickly through
out the world. By 1910 Rev. William H. Durham of
Chicago officially introduced the doctrine of the
“finished work,” denying the "residue of sin” and
claiming that at the time of conversion an individ
ual was sanctified and would grow progressively in
grace thereafter. Some Pentecostals, namely the
newly formed Assemblies of God (1914), adopted
the “finished work” doctrine, departing from the
three-step process of other Pentecostals. Those de
nominations believing in the three original steps
of grace became known as "second work" or Wes
leyan Pentecostals and included the Church of

the backlash against German culture during
World War I (see Anti-German Hysteria,
1917–1920), in 1918 the bank changed its name to
Liberty National Bank of Covington. In 1921 it
purchased the Walsh Building at the southeast
corner of Sixth St. and Madison Ave. (see Coving
ton, Downtown) and in 1923 opened on the site a
new bank, designed by architect Harry Hake of
Cincinnati in the Neoclassical style. The Carl
Brothers provided the cut stone, granite, and ma
sonry for the building.
People's Savings Bank and Trust Company was
organized in Covington in 1903 and soon opened
offices on the ground floor of the newly completed

God of Cleveland, Tenn. A third division of Pente

(1904) Farmers and Traders National Bank (see

First National Bank and Trust Company of
Covington) at the northwest corner of Sixth St.

costals, represented by the United Pentecostal
Church, are called "Oneness" or “Jesus Only,”
meaning that they are Unitarians rather than Trin
itarians; they regard the terminology of Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit as different titles for Jesus. In

and Madison Ave. It moved across the street, to the
southwest corner of Sixth St. and Madison Ave.

the 1940s and after, Pentecostal revivalism con

saw remodeling of the structure into a bank. In

centrated on healing. Originally associated with
the poor and minorities, Pentecostalism was
largely scorned by older, mainline Christian de
nominations. Slowly, Pentecostals, especially
preachers such as Oral Roberts (who became a
Methodist in 1968), achieved acceptance. Also, by

(originally called the Walker Dry Goods Building
and later the Degginger Dry Goods Building) in
1912, after architect Bernard T. Wisenall over
1926 U.S. Senator Richard Pretlow Ernst and

businessman L. B. Wilson purchased controlling
interest in the bank.

After its 1928 merger, People's-Liberty Bank
and Trust Company was the second-largest bank
in Kentucky and the largest in Northern Kentucky.
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In 1933 People's-Liberty merged with the Central
Savings Agency, located at 20th St. and Madison
Ave. in Covington. In March 1933, during the
Great Depression, President Franklin D. Roose
velt (1933–1945) declared a “bank holiday," to al
low government officials time to examine the sol
vency ofbanks nationwide. People's-Liberty passed

inspection and reopened immediately. In 1942 the
bank named Joseph N. Cuni as president and Clif.
ford E. Homan as executive vice president; in 1958
Homan became president and Cuni chairman of
the board. In 1959 Kentucky state law first allowed
banks to open branches outside of their city of
incorporation but within the same county. Peo
ple's-Liberty subsequently opened a branch in Els
mere. In 1969 the bank named Ralph Haile presi
dent and chief executive office; he served for 19

years. In 1970 the Bank of Independence merged
with People's-Liberty. In 1983 the bank formed a
holding company called Peoples Liberty Bancor
poration, of which People's-Liberty Bank became a
wholly owned subsidiary. First National Cincinnati
Corporation, a holding company that owned 12
banks including First National Bank in Cincinnati
and Newport National Bank, expressed its interest
in People's-Liberty in 1987, and the purchase was
approved by the stockholders of People's-Liberty in
January 1988. In 1989 First National Cincinnati
Corporation changed its name to Star Bank. In
1993 Star Bank, N.A., Kentucky, which had ac
quired First National Bank and Trust Com
pany of Covington in 1991, moved its headquar
ters from RiverCenter to the old People's-Liberty

school in Cincinnati because it had a better arts

program. C.W.'s father was his first music teacher;
like his father, C.W. had a stronglove for music and
exhibited great talent at an early age. Even though
he learned to play mainly religious and classical
music at school, he was drawn to the sound of jazz
music by his teens, and he turned to his father for
help in improving his jazz-playing skills. When the
Cincinnaticotton Club opened in 1934 in the city's
West End, Perkins became its first-chair trumpet
player. From 1934 to the 1950s, Perkins was one of
the best-known black musicians in Greater Cincin

nati. He was nicknamed the “Granddaddy of the
Cotton Club" by his protégé Nelson Burton. Per
kins also performed as a backup musician for King
Records in Cincinnati in 1947.

The only time Perkins was not playing for the
Cotton Club during those years was when he was
drafted and served in the U.S. Army. He became a
member of the army band and achieved the rank of
sergeant because of his advanced talents. During
those years he also traveled for less than a year with
a well-known entertainer, Maurice Morocco.

When Josephine Baker, an internationally
known entertainer, performed at the Albee Theatre
in Cincinnati in 1951, she refused to go on stage
until the theater provided her with an integrated
band. Perkins was one of four men that the Albee

hired from the Cotton Club to play for Baker. The
Albee planned to have the "colored" musicians just
be on standby and not perform, but Baker insisted
that they play. In retaliation, the Albee selected an

Bank on the southeast corner of Sixth and Madison

extremely difficult part for Perkins to perform, hop
ing that he would failand that they could dismissall

Aves. In 1999 Star Bank was renamed Firstar, and

four African American musicians. Instead, Perkins

in 2000 US Bankpurchased Firstar.

hitevery note, high or fast, with perfection. After his
performance, the Albee kept its band integrated. In

“Built the Bank: Men Whose Work Shows in New

the Cincinnati Times Star, a writer who did not re

Structure,” KP September 5, 1923,5.
“Ernst and Wilson Buy People's Bank," KP February

alize that Perkins was a local musician reported that
Baker had a “very hot trumpet player." Perkins was
asked by many famous entertainers (for example,
Josephine Baker, Count Basie, and Nat King Cole)
to go on the road after he performed with them dur
ing the famous musical jam sessions at the Cotton
Club. Perkins would neverleave, though, because he
did not want to be away from his young sons. Even
after the Cotton Club closed, he continued to per
form with local bands such as the Frank Payne
Quartet. He was a well-sought-after backup musi
cian, performing with entertainers like Tony Ben
nett and Luther Vandross when they were in town.
In the 1980s Perkins began serving as a musi
cian at Holy Name Church in Mount Auburn,
Ohio. He performed every Sunday until he became

6, 1926, 1.

“Merger of Two Banks Voted," KP, January 10, 1928, 1.
“New Bank: The People's Savings Society of Coving
ton Will Organize within a Few Weeks,” KP Feb
ruary 18, 1903, 1.
“Peoples Bank Opens Its New Quarters,” KP. March 9,
1912, 3.

“Peoples Liberty Bancorporation: 1983 Annual Re
port,” vertical files, Kenton Co. Public Library,
Covington.

“Trust Company Will Have New Bank Quarters,” KP.
January 11, 1911, 2.
Paul A. Tenkotte

PERKINS, CHRISTOPHERWALLACE, SR.,

“C.W.” SERGEANT (b. June 19, 1915, Florence,
Ala; d. May 6, 1998, Cincinnati, Ohio). Jazz musi

PERKINS, CONSTANTINE, JR., “CON

STANT” (b. May 15, 1870, Florence, Ala.; d. Octo

ber 31, 1942, Covington, Ky). Constantine Perkins,
a musician and the father of Christopher Per
kins, was born to former slaves Constantine T.

Perkins Sr. and Victoria Simpson Perkins. When
he was only five, Constant was skilled as a pianist
and quickly mastered several musical instruments,
especially the cornet. He became known in Flor

ence, Ala., as a musical prodigy. His father became
a wealthy businessman after slavery and owned a
barbershop at which young Perkins would play the
piano. Musicians from traveling minstrel shows
who frequented the shop during their travels were
astounded at the young musician's talent. By the
time he was 20, Perkins was known throughout
Alabama for having one of the finest black bands
in the state.

W. C. Handy, the “Father of the Blues," was a
childhood friend of Perkins. In Handy's autobiog
raphy, he recognized Perkins as a strong musical
influence on his life: he was responsible for teach
ing Handy how to play Ragtime and the Blues, the
type of music that brought fame and notoriety to
Handy. Perkins and Handy joined the Mahara
Minstrel Show and performed widely in the United
States, Canada, and Cuba. Both were very popular
musicians with the show, and their unique style of
music made a major impact on other musicians.
Perkins left the show and returned home when

his young daughter became very ill, a twist of fate
that removed Perkins from the music world while

Handy continued to advance. Back in Alabama,
Perkins joined his father's barber business and be
came even more prosperous than his father. How
ever, his success was interrupted when he refused
to comply with Alabama's expanding laws requir
ing segregation. He had to leave Alabama and ev
erything that he had accomplished and acquired.
In Alabama Perkins had worked with organiza
tions like the NAACP to help put an end to segre
gation and the lynching of blacks, and when he
moved to the Greater Cincinnati area, he contin

ued his work for civil rights. He did not live to see
the passing of the antilynching law (1947) or the
Civil Rights Act (1964), though. Perkins died of a
stroke in 1942 while residing at 1209 Russell St. in
Covington. He was buried at St. Mary Cemetery,
Fort Mitchell.

Florence (Ala.) Times, August 22, 1890, 3.
Handy, W. C. W.C. Handy: Father of the Blues. New
York: Macmillan, 1941.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 24816, for the year
1942,

ill in 1998. He died one month before his 83rd

“What's Happening," Florence (Ala.) Herald, August

cian C. W. Wallace was the son of Constantine and

birthday and was buried at Gate of Heaven Ceme
tery, Montgomery, Ohio.

Willie Bertha Perkins to Jessica Knox-Perkins, June

Willie Bertha McMillan Perkins (see Constantine
Perkins). C.W. was named after his father's child

Burton, Nelson. Nelson Burton: My Life in Jazz.

hood friend William Christopher Handy, the
“Father of the Blues," and after his father's favorite
teacher, Professor Y. A. Wallace. C.W. moved with

5, 1897, l.

1980, Cincinnati.

Cincinnati: Clifton Hills Press, 2000.
CTS, June 15, 1951,8.

Perkins, Christopher W., Sr., to Jessica Knox-Perkins,

his parents and older brother Carranza to Coving
ton, Ky., in 1921, when C.W. was six years old. He
briefly attended Lincoln Grant School in Coving

April 1997.
Ruppli, Michel. The King Labels: A Discography.
Westport, Conn.; Greenwood Press, 1985.

ton, but his father later enrolled him in a Catholic

Jessica Knox-Perkins

Jessica Knox-Perkins

PERKINS, GEORGE G. (b. July 10, 1839, Burl
ington, Ky.; d. August 17, 1933, Lake Mohonk,
N.Y.). George Gilpin Perkins, a lawyer, a longtime
Kenton Co. Circuit Court judge, and a member of
the Democratic Party, was the son of John Hil
ton and Mariah R. Stansifer Perkins. His father

PETERS, AMO LUCILLE POWELL
was a native of Bourbon Co. who had moved to

Burlington in 1828. George's mother was a mem
ber of the prominent Boone Co. Stansifer family.
George was the second of the 10 children born to
the couple. The Perkins family moved to Coving
ton in 1849 and several years later to land across
from the Kruempelmann Farm, on what is now
Dixie Highway. The former Perkins land today
encompasses the entire city of old Fort Mitchell.
They built their home where the Fort Mitchell
Country Club now stands.
George Perkins's early education was mostly
by private tutor. After the family moved to Cov
ington, he attended the private school of Professor
Tackett Read, which was located on the second
floor, above a firehouse, on the southwest corner of

Washington and Pike Sts. Perkins later was a stu
dent at Shelby College in Shelbyville, Ky. Just be
fore the Civil War, he joined the reserves and un
derwent military training during the summers,
between college terms. While in training with the
Madeira Guards in Harrison Co. during the sum
mer of 1859, he contracted typhoid fever and spent
the next year at home, recuperating. He then en
tered Farmer's College (later known as Ohio Me
chanics Institute and later still as Ohio College of
Applied Science) in Cincinnati, where he gradu
ated in 1861. Perkins apprenticed law under Judge
James Pryor and was admitted to the bar in 1863.

PERRY PARK. Three large creeks, named the
Mill, the Little Twin, and the Big Twin, drain most
of northwestern Owen Co. and empty into the
Kentucky River within a few hundred yards of
each other. This is where the community known as
Perry Park is located. According to legend, the area
was first called Lick Skillet after a pioneer surveyor
running short on rations was reputed to have re
marked, “We would eat everything in sight, then
lick the skillet"; later the community was referred to
as Cleveland in honor of two-term U.S. president
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dents travel to town for nonagricultural work
opportunities.
An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,

Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
Hartman, Margaret Strebel, and W. Rus Stevens.
Campbell County Kentucky History & Geneal

ogy Campbell Co., Ky: W. R. Stevens, 1984.
Kenneth A. Reis

Grover Cleveland (1885–1889 and 1893–1897); next

it was called Ball's Landing for some of its early set
tlers, the Ball family; and finally the name was
changed to Perry Park to honor the Perry family,
longtime residents of the community.
Being one of the major landings for large boats
traveling the Kentucky River made the Perry Park
area a site of continual activity. James Ball was the

PETERS, AMO LUCILLE POWELL (b. De

cember 5, 1912, Cynthiana, Ky). Amo Lucille Pow
ell Peters, the leader of the civil rights movement
in Maysville, as a child dreamed of serving as a
missionary in Africa, but later she dedicated her
life to the enrichment of the lives of African Amer

first local wharfmaster. A road ran to the water's

icans in Mason Co. She married the late James Pe

edge, and freight could be loaded onto wagons for
various inland destinations or stored in a nearby
In the early days of the settlement, school was
held at a home in town and in one located at nearby
Zion Hill. The Methodist Church, originally lo

ters, and the couple had six children, three sons
and three daughters. A longtime member of
Maysville's Bethel Baptist Church, Amo Peters
served as a Sunday school teacher, as president of
the Senior Choir, and as president of the Women's
Missionary Society; in 1985, at age 73, she received

cated on Gratz Rd., was moved to town. At one

her church's Woman of the Year Service Award.

time, the town of Perry Park had a picture gallery, a
millinery store, three blacksmith shops, some gen

She continues at age 94 to serve as a trustee on the

warehouse.

Administrative Board.

In June 1864, Perkins married Lavinia Jane

eral stores, the Star Hotel, and a doctor's office. The

Peters was the first African American hired at

Smith of Madison, Ind., who was a cousin of Mary
Todd Lincoln. The couple had a son, Gilbert and a
daughter, Anna. The family lived on Garrard St.
near Fifth, where they were neighbors of future
governor John White Stevenson. Perkins also
became a close personal friend of John G. Car
lisle, who later served as treasury secretary under
President Grover Cleveland. Perkins was a promi
nent figure in Kentucky horse racing circles and
was one of the founders of the Latonia Jockey

post office was located in the drug store. The lead
mine on Big Twin Creek was operated by a Colo
rado syndicate from 1899 to 1901 and employed a
number of miners. The ore was shipped away on
riverboats. This mine was reopened during World
War I but was closed shortly afterward.
Perry Park no longer exists as a town. It has

the former Hayswood Hospital in Maysville,
where she worked for 30 years. At first a nurse's

Club.

He entered politics in 1867 and was elected to
the Kentucky legislature, where he served for two
years. In 1869 he was elected judge of the Kenton
Co. court and served there until he was appointed
in 1874 as judge of the Kentucky 12th Judicial Dis
trict's criminal court. In January 1893, a new state
constitution went into effect and the state's courts

were redesigned; thereafter he became judge of the
new Kenton Co. Circuit Court. Eventually, he re
signed to become a lawyer in New York City. He
remained there for about five years and then re
tired to an estate called Greenacre, in Chevy Chase,
Md., just outside of Washington, D.C.
Judge Perkins wrote a book about his life, enti
tled A Kentucky Judge, which was published in
1931. He died in his summer home on Lake Mo

honk, N.Y., at age 94. Funeral services were held in
Washington, D.C.
“Death Takes Former Judge." KTS, August 18, 1933, 1.
“G.G. Perkins Is Dead; Kentucky Patriarch," NYT
August 19, 1933, 11.
Levin, H., ed. The Lawyers and Lawmakers of Ken
tucky. Chicago: Lewis, 1897.
Perkins, George Gilpin. A Kentucky Judge. Wash
ington, D.C.; W.F. Roberts, 1931.

become the Glenwood Hall Resort, a resort area

with homes, condominiums, a restaurant, a golf
course, and a landing strip (see Airports). The re
sort's clubhouse is the original home, with some
modifications, of the Perry family. Today, it is used

aide, Peters earned her Licensed Practical Nurse de

gree and eventually was promoted to night nurse in
charge. Later she worked as coordinator for the
hospital's information and referral services.
In the 1960s Peters organized local marches
and peaceful demonstrations to end segregation
and unfair conditions for African Americans. She

PERSIMMON GROVE. Persimmon Grove is a

became chairman of the Maysville-Mason Co.
Human Rights Commission and helped plan the
1964 March on Frankfort in support of the Public
Accommodations Act. More than 10,000 people
attended the march, which featured singer Maha
lia Jackson, Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., and for
merbaseball player Jackie Robinson. Although the
bill never made it out of committee, local organiz
ers such as Peters worked for the next two years to
persuade their state representatives to pass civil
rights legislation in 1966. Her personal visits with

small farming community in Campbell Co. lo

the owners of local businesses and civic leaders led

cated at the intersection of Persimmon Grove Pk.

many to support her efforts to hasten integration.
Under her leadership, Maysville saw the integra
tion of its theater, its hospital, its restaurants, its
local stores, and other facilities. Because of her per
sistent efforts for negotiation, the first black postal
worker and the first black employee at the Social
Security office in Maysville were hired. She also led
the first local black troop of the Girl Scouts of
America. The Black Caucus of Maysville arranged
for Peters to receive a Kentucky Colonel Commis

as a meeting area.
Friedberg, Mary. “Get-Aways Not Far Away," KP, Au
gust 1, 1995, 8K.
Vertical files, Owen Co. Public Library, Owenton, Ky.

Doris Riley

and Race Track and Wagner Rds. The centerpiece
of the community is its Baptist church. The com
munity, the road, and the church derive their names
from the same nearby grove of persimmon trees.
The 1883 Lake atlas shows a post office, a tobacco
warehouse, a store, and a Methodist church in the

area. A cemetery dating far back in time is located
beside the Persimmon Grove Baptist Church. Two
public schools also carried the Persimmon Grove
name: one was located directly behind the Baptist
church's cemetery, and the other (a replacement of
the first school) was a two-room building just
down the road. Persimmon Grove is much as it al

ways was, a farming community where most resi

Sion in 1985.

Continuing in her local activism long after her
retirement, Peters has worked on behalf of dis

abled, elderly, and poor citizens. She has served on
the Board of Commissioners for the Five County
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Aging Council, the Buffalo Trace Aging Advisory
Council, the Licking Valley Handicapped Board,
the American Red Cross local chapter, the Com
prehend Foster Grandparents Board, the Low
Income Advocacy Committee, the Interagency
Council, and the Buffalo Trace Senior Olympics
Steering Committee. In 1982 Governor John Y.
Brown (1979–1983) appointed Peters as a member
of the Kentucky Institute for Aging. She was the
first black to serve on the Planning and Aging
Commission. Peters served as the physical fitness
coordinator for the Buffalo Trace Adult Day Care

Long, Barbara Phillips. “Donating.Their Time: R.S.V.P
Volunteers Provide a Wide Range of Services,”
Maysville Independent-Ledger, April 20, 1996,

“Maysville Community College Offers Computer
Classes at Amo Peters Center,” Maysville

Independent-Ledger, December 8, 2000, A3.
Peters, Amo. “How Much Farther Do We Have to

Go?” Maysville Independent-Ledger, 1994, clip
ping in the collection of Robert S. Peters.
Stahl, Matt. "Amo Peters Community Center to Be
Dedicated in Friday Ceremony," Maysville
Independent-Ledger, May 7, 1998, B1-B2.

Randolph Hollingsworth
Maysville mayor Harriett Cartmell appointed
Peters in 1988 to the local Housing Commission,
where she served as commissioner, chairman, and
vice chairman. Peters also served on the commit

PETERSBURG. Petersburg, the oldest town in

tee for the Revitalization of Downtown Maysville.

settlements. A large prehistoric village had ex

As a member of the Mason Co. Homemakers Asso

isted there, which was inhabited at various times
between about A.D. 1250 and A.D. 1650. Peters

ther King Jr. Scholarship. In hereighties, Peters con
tinued to volunteer in local organizations, such as
the Hospice of Hope and the Licking Valley Com
munity Action Program. She remains active in the
Retired Senior Volunteer Program, where in the
past she organized physical education programs.
Peters has claimed a number of prestigious
awards, including the Outstanding Black Women's
Award in 1981, from the National Black Coalition,

and the Community Service Award in 1985 for
Outstanding Leadership and Devotion, from the
Black Caucus at Morehead State University. In
1989 the National Black Caucus presented her with
the National Community Service Award in Wash
ington, D.C. Local honors include Maysville's
Community Service Award in 1988 and recogni
tion of outstanding community service in 1996
from the Students United for Minority Awareness
at Maysville Community and Technical Col
lege, she was named Maysville's Lady of the Year
in 1988 by the Alpha Nu Chapter, Beta Sigma Phi
Sorority.

In 1998 the Maysville Housing Authority
named its new building on Meadow Dr. the Amo
Peters Community Center. In 2000 the Kentucky
Gateway Museum's Curator, Sue Ellen Grannis,
nominated Peters for the Kentucky Civil Rights
Hall of Fame, and she was nominated two more

times in subsequent years. In 2003 the Christian
Women United of the Maysville-Mason Co. area
(an organization she had formerly served as presi
dent) presented her with its first Valiant Woman's
award. On January 15, 2004, the Kentucky state
legislature passed resolutions honoring Peters and
recognizing her as the recipient of the Martin Lu
ther King Jr. Citizenship Award from the Martin
Luther King Jr. State Commission. The Mason Co.
Fiscal Court honored her the next month with the

Frontiersman Award, and Maysville gave her a key
to the city. Asked during an interview in 1996 to
sum up her philosophy, Amo Peters said, “I am a
firm believer that the good Lord does his part, and
he expects you to do your part."
Kentucky House of Representatives Resolution No.
77 and Senate Resolution No. 28, January 15, 2004.

The town's location on the Ohio River encour

C1-C2.

and was coordinator of activities for senior centers.

ciation, she served on the board for the Martin Lu

the Petersburg Bank. He sold his interest in the
mill in 1825 and left Petersburg before 1840.

Boone Co., was built on the ruins of even older

aged its growth throughout the 19th century, as
did the mill complex, which incorporated a distill
ery in the 1830s. In large part because of the distill
ery, Petersburg soon became the most populous
and prosperous town in Boone Co. In 1850 it had
250 residents, a flourmill, a tobacco factory, a tav
ern, schools, and churches. The town's population
was diverse. In 1860 half were native Kentuckians;

immigrants from Ireland, Britain, and Germany,
as well as people who had come from elsewhere in
the United States, made up the other half. African
Americans were part of the town from its earliest
days. In 1865 the Kentucky State Gazetteer and
Business Directory described Petersburg as a
"flourishing post village . . . [with] a good landing
and an active trade ... and about 600 inhabitants."

burg is a well-known Fort Ancient Indian cul
tural archaeological site, which was first studied
and recorded during the 1940s. Archaeologists
have revisited the site periodically ever since. In
2004 archaeological salvage excavations docu
mented a series of prehistoric burials that will al
most certainly reshape archaeologists under
standing of the Fort Ancient culture in the Ohio
River Valley.
The stage was set for developing the land at Pe
tersburg when a 1,000-acre tract in the vicinity was
surveyed for William Holliday of Stafford Co., Va.
The property changed hands several times before

By 1879 the Gazetteer reported: “Thistown... has
more life than many Kentuckyvillages. It has 1 dis
tillery, 1 stave factory, 2 churches, 1 public and 1
private school, and ships whisky, live stock, grain
and willows. Two mails daily.”
The layout of Petersburg reflects its preemi
mence, as well as the town founders' hopes for the
future. The town plat consists of a formal grid of
24 square blocks perpendicular to the river, two
central squares reserved for public use, and broad
streets. Imposing, multistory brick buildings such
as the Masonic Lodge, the 1892 opera house, and
the 1913 Odd Fellows Hall also testify to the town's
prosperity. Vintage postcard views of the town

Col. John Grant of North Carolina, who was a

show wide, tree-lined streets with neat houses,

nephew of Daniel Boone, purchased 750 acres of
it. In 1789 a Baptist preacher from North Carolina
named John Tanner led a party to the site and built

churches, and shops. Contrary to legend, Peters
burg was never planned as the capital of Kentucky;
that distinction fell to a paper town of the same
name on the Kentucky River, founded years

a stockade there. Known as Tanner's Station, this

became the first permanent Euro-American settle
ment in the territory that in 1799 became Boone
Co. Although the Tanners remained for only a few

years, the Tanner Stone House can still be seen
along the road below the sharp switchback on
Ky. Rt. 20 as one descends into Petersburg.
By 1806 John Grant had established a ferry and

earlier.

Steamboats shaped the fortunes of Peters
burg. As many as three would dock at the wharf at
one time to have their cargoes loaded or un
loaded, while barges were being loaded with coal
or corn for the distillery. The distillery had its
own boat, the Levi J. Workum, named after one

a tavern and had laid out 100 acres of his land for

of the later owners. The boat, which featured a

a town to be called Caledonia. Short of funds, he

whiskey barrel mounted between the two stacks,
made regular runs up and down the Ohio River.
Steamboats brought mail, newspapers, and im
ported goods and carried passengers. Hundreds

transferred his holdings to his son-in-law John
James Flournoy. The development of Petersburg
between 1810 and 1830 was closely entwined with
Flournoy's many businessenterprises. He has been
referred to as a Frenchman, but it is believed that

he came to Petersburg from North Carolina. With
the permission of the Boone Co. Court, Flournoy
established a warehouse at Tanner's Station for the

purpose of inspecting flour, tobacco, pork, and
hemp. In September 1817, he platted a town on the
site of Grant's Caledonia, and the Kentucky legisla
ture recognized the settlement as Petersburg the
following year. He soon began advertising “free
lots for artisans and tradesmen" who were willing
to become permanent settlers, a common practice
in the settlement-era Ohio River Valley. Flournoy
also established the Petersburg Steam Mill Com
pany, which eventually became the largest distill
ery in Kentucky (see Petersburg Distillery), and

of sacks of corn and mountains of wood were

brought to the distillery by steamboat, and thou
sands of barrels of whiskey were shipped away.
Ferries also crossed the river to Aurora and Law

renceburg, Ind. People traveled by ferry to shop,
attend school, see doctors, and board trains to

distant points. Contractors and artisans also
crossed the river to find work.

During the 19th century, students seeking
secondary education traveled to Aurora or Law
renceburg to attend high school. A graded school
was built in Petersburg in 1910, several years af.
ter Boone Co. schools were consolidated. The

sturdy, cross-plan brick structure was a land
mark on the eastern side of town until 2003. Pe

tersburg also pioneered school busing in 1913, by

PETERSBURG DISTILLERY

transporting pupils from the local Berkshire and
Terrill districts.
Another educational milestone was the estab

lishment of the county's first public library in Pe
tersburg in 1949. The Chapin Memorial Library,
donated by Petersburg native Edward Young
Chapin, was housed in an addition to the Peters
burg Christian Church, where it remains today.
Among the treasures of the library are the original
diaries of resident Lewis A. Loder, which record in

many other Boone Co. towns, it became a quiet
rural trading center. The same loss of prosperity
has, however, preserved the town's matchless stock
of historic architecture.

Becher, Matthew E. "The Distillery at Petersburg,
Kentucky: Part I, Snyder's Old Rye Whiskey"NKH
9, no.2(Spring-Summer 2002):49-55.
— "The Distillery at Petersburg, Kentucky. Part2,

cern worth tens of thousands of dollars.

In 1860 the distillery produced a staggering
1.125 million gallons of whiskey. Snyder's whiskey
was moving up and the down the Ohio River, as
was his flour; 30 men were employed in his mill,
distillery, and cooperage. But despite the apparent
success of the distillery, Snyder was unable to repay
the sum of more than $30,000 loaned to him by
some of Petersburg's most influential men. In Feb
ruary 1862 William Snyder's personal property
and real estate were liquidated to pay his creditors.
His son-in-law William Appleton bought the mill

1903. Loder's residence, the Loder House on Front

toric Structures of Boone County, Kentucky.
Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Historic Preservation
Review Board, 2002.

Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons
to the Millennium. Boone Co., Ky: Boone Co. Bi

from about 1825, welcomed travelers with broad,
centennial Book Committee, 1998.

river-oriented galleries.
A wide terrace, with rich farmland, surrounds

Petersburg. Perhaps the most famous farm of Pe.
tersburg Precinct was Prospect Farm, the home of
Joseph Carter Jenkins, who was born in Orange
Co., Va., and came to Boone Co. in 1832. He even

tually became part owner of the distillery. Always
a gentleman farmer, Jenkins raised fine livestock,
including Jersey cattle, Cotswold sheep, and Ches
ter hogs, on his 1,200-acre estate. Jenkins's grand
residence was built in 1860. Superbly sited on a
lofty hilltop overlooking the town, the structure is
an artful composition of Italianate, Gothic, Greek
Revival, and Moorish elements. At the western

edge of Petersburg, within view of the Jenkins
house, is the Jenkins-Berkshire House. A frame

Gothic Revival dwelling of the Downing Cottage
type, it was built for Jenkins's son in about 1860. A
local tradition maintains that the house was sited
so the son could be seen but not heard.

By the end of the 19th century, the distillery at
Petersburghad grown into one of the largest in the
nation, surpassed in production only by the mas
sive distilleries of Peoria, Ill. The Freiburg & Wor
kum Company operated the facility for 30 years
but finally sold out in 1899 to the Kentucky Distill
eries and Warehouse Company. This New Jersey–
based company acquired 59 Kentucky distilleries,
most of which they eventually closed. Production
at the Petersburg distillery was curtailed and ended

Margaret Warminski and Matthew E. Becher
PETERSBURGDISTILLERY. For more thana

and distillery lot, the cooperage, and Snyder's resi

century, the Petersburg Distillery, the leading in
dustry of Boone Co., operated along the banks of
the Ohio River in Petersburg. The business began
about 1816 as a steam mill; the distillery was added
in the mid-1830s. Throughout the rest of the 19th
century, the mill and distilling complex was con
tinually expanded by a succession of owners. In
the last decades of the century, it was the largest
distillery operating on Kentucky soil and one of
the largest in the nation.
The early development of Petersburg was
closely tied to a North Carolinian named John
James Flournoy. In September 1817, Flournoy plat
ted a town at Tanner's Station, and the Kentucky
legislature recognized the settlementas Petersburg
the following year. Flournoy also conveyed two
and a halfacres and $1 to the "president, directors,
and company of the Petersburg Steam Mill Com
pany," who agreed to build a steam mill on the
property. Flournoy was an officer of that company,
together with George Cornelius, Reuben Graves,

owned 50 percent of the Petersburg Distillery and
Gaffand Appleton each owned 25 percent.
Under J. C. Jenkins & Company, the distillery
closed for a short time, although whiskey was com
ing off the stills again by 1865. Jenkins was a well
to-do farmer and a leading Petersburg citizen. He
was well acquainted with the distillery's opera
tions, having partnered to some extent with its
previous owner, William Snyder. Jenkins's partner

and John Terrill.

James Gaff was the brother of Thomas Gaff, who,

in 1910. The October 10, 1910, edition of the Ken

tucky Post noted, "The removal will affect the rev
enue service of this district and deprives many
Petersburg families of employment." Bottling con
tinued until the warehouses were depleted and
then demolished one by one for brick salvage. Dis
tillery bricks were used to construct many build
ings in Petersburg, including the 1916 Petersburg
Jail and the Petersburg Baptist Church. The foun
dations of the distillery are still visible, and the for
mer cooperage presently serves as a barn. Numer
ous ancillary buildings associated with the
operation also survive, including the 1885 distill

ery superintendent's house, the scales office (ca.
1850), and many workers' cottages.
As the 19th century wore on, river traffic was
supplanted by railroad transportation, negatively
affecting Boone Co. river communities such as
Taylorsport, Petersburg, and Hamilton. As its star
fell, Petersburg's population declined and, like

trial power. In 1833 John and William Snyder
bought the steam mill and the adjacent dwellings.
By 1836Snyder had begun operating a distillery in
conjunction with the mill, and in 1840 he had
$34,000 invested in the complex. By 1850Snyder's
mill and distillery complex was a successful con

2003): 35–47.
Boone Co. Historic Preservation Review Board. His

toric taverns in the county. It and the nearby Jona
than Carlton House (Schramm's Tavern), dating

William Snyder, who came from Virginia, was
the one who transformed the mill into an indus

a Kentucky Giant," NKH 10, no. 1 (Fall–Winter

great detail daily life in Petersburg from 1857 to
St., built about 1840, is one of the best-known his
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Petersburg Distillery during the flood of 1907.

dence. Snyder quietly moved his family to Chatta
nooga, Tenn.

Col. William Appleton had begun operating
the distillery complex before Snyder was gone. By
1862 Appleton was shipping flour and whiskey on
the Ohio River to Lawrenceburg, Ind., to Cincin
nati, and to points beyond. During much of the
Civil War, Appleton weathered the exorbitant
federalliquor taxes, but he was eventually forced to
sell most of his interest in the firm to Joseph C.
Jenkins and James Gaff of Aurora, Ind. Jenkins

714.

PHARMACY

in 1855, built Hillforest, a notable home, in Aurora,

Ind. James and Thomas Gaffalso operated the T. &
J. W. Gaff & Co. Distillery in Aurora. James Gaff's

urban form, unique in Boone Co. This is all that
remains of a distillery that was once the largest in
Kentucky.

Holzhauer were two pharmacists who trained ap
prentices in Newport. When the first colleges of
pharmacy were established, students still had to
work four years in a drugstore before receiving
their degrees. In 1850 the first pharmacy school
west of the Appalachians opened in Cincinnati,

mansion, Linden Terrace, was located at Fourth

and Main Sts., Aurora. In 1869 ownership of the
distillery changed again when Jenkins sold his
share to the Cincinnati firm of Freiburg & Wor
kum, headed by Bavarian-born Julius Freiburg and
his brother-in-law Levi J. Workum. Gaffsold his 25

percent share to Freiburg & Workum in 1872, and
Appleton followed suit in 1874.
Cincinnati's whiskey industry of the late 19th
century was marked by expansion and agglomera
tion, and the Freiburg & Workum firm was the
biggest fish in a very large pond. Under Freiburg&
Workum, the Petersburg Distillery experienced a
period of progress and stability that continued
through the end of the century. By 1880 the distill
ery in Petersburg was making more whiskey than
any other distillery in the state. That year, the dis
tillery was worth $250,000 and produced 975,820
gallons of whiskey. By comparison, the nine distill
eries in famed Bourbon Co., Ky., produced only
433,263 gallons of whiskey in 1880. The only dis
tillery in the state that came close to the Petersburg
Distillery's 1880 production figures was the G. W.
Robson & Company Distillery in Campbell Co.,
which produced nearly 790,000 gallons.
By 1897 the Petersburg Distillery complex had
elements on the Indiana shore, and its products
were available in national and international mar

kets. The distillery's capacity of 4 million gallons of
whiskey per year was more than four times the
amount produced in 1880. The daily capacity of
the stills (12,000 gallons) was more than 14 times
that of the average 1890s Kentucky distillery and
was comparable to the capacities of the 14 massive
distilleries of Peoria, Ill.

Becher, Matthew E. "The Distillery at Petersburg,
Kentucky. Part 1, Snyder's Old Rye Whiskey, NKH
9, no.2(Spring-Summer 2002):49–55.

"The Distillery at Petersburg, Kentucky. Part 2,

but not until after the end of the Civil War were

A Kentucky Giant." NKH 10, no. 1 (Fall-Winter

significant numbers of students enrolled. The first
college of pharmacy in Kentucky opened in Louis
ville in 1870; it became part of the University of
Kentucky in 1947 and was moved to Lexington in
1957. In 1883 a short-lived pharmacy college for
women opened in Louisville, but it operated only
until 1893. Many of the young men and women
from Northern Kentucky who wanted to become
pharmacists went across the Ohio River to the
closer Cincinnati College of Pharmacy (now the
University of Cincinnati College of Pharmacy) for
their professional education.
The first national association of pharmacists,

2003): 35–47.
Boone Co. Historic Preservation Review Board. His

toric Structures of Boone County, Kentucky
Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Historic Preservation
Review Board, 2002.
Matthew E. Becher

PHARMACY. No clear records of the earliest

pharmacies established in Northern Kentucky
have been found. There were several drugstores in
Covington as early as 1839, and there is a record of
a drugstore in Newport at Fourth and York Sts.
before the Civil War. However, through much of
the first half of the 19th century, doctors prepared
and dispensed many of their own medicines. Some
even kept small doctors' shops, where medicines
were compounded and dispensed. Such shops were
usually connected with the office where the doctor
practiced. In Northern Kentucky's early days,
much of the commerce along the Ohio River took
place on the Cincinnati side, and so when John
Uri Lloyd and his father were searching for a
pharmacy apprenticeship in 1864, there were no
openings in Covington; a position was eventually

the American Pharmaceutical Association (now
the American Pharmacists Association), was

formed in Philadelphia, Pa., in 1852. Pharmacists
from the colleges of the period, including those in
Cincinnati, agreed to work togethertolimit theim
portation of adulterated drugs and to establish
standards of practice. The first pharmacists from
Northern Kentucky to join the national association
were Richard G. Mauss (1869), and Peter Nodler

(1870), whose drugstore was located at the corner of
Fifth St. and Madison Ave. in Covington.
In 1874 Kentucky passed legislation to regulate
the sale of medicines and poisons; it was one of the
first states to do so, but the law applied only to Lou
isville. In 1876 an amendment expanded coverage
to all cities having a population of at least 5,000. In
1877 a preliminary meeting to form the Kentucky

found with the Gordon Brothers in Cincinnati.

Most pharmacists in the 19th century learned
their trade through an apprenticeship. Not every
established pharmacist accepted apprentices, how
ever, eventhough apprentices were a source of rela
tively inexpensive labor. Joseph Feth and Louis

Pharmaceutical Association was held in Frankfort,

In 1899 Freiburg&Workum sold the Petersburg
Distillery to a firm known as the Kentucky Dis
tilleries and Warehouse Company (KD&WHC).

Zº

Between 1899 and 1916, the KD&WHCbought 59
distilleries in Kentucky, most of which they even
tually shut down. In 1910 the KD&WHC an
nounced plans to close the Petersburg Distillery.
Over the next several years, the remaining bonded
whiskey was withdrawn and the massive brick
warehouses were dismantled one by one. Much of
the brick was reused in construction projects out
side Boone Co. However, a number of buildings in
Petersburg were built from distillery brick, includ
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ing the tiny 1916 Petersburg Jail. Along with sev
eral houses, the National Register lists the 1913
Odd Fellows Hall and the 1916 Petersburg Baptist
Church, also built of distillery bricks.
Today, the Petersburg Distillery is an archaeo
logical site with remnants of stone, brick founda
tions, and walls. The only distillery building on the
parcel is the distillery cooperage (ca. 1870), located
in a cowpasture at the end of First St. The distillery
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scales office (ca. 1850), at the corner of Mill and
FrontStreets, is nowasmallwood-frame residence.

The finest surviving building is the 1885 distill
ery superintendent's house, across Front St. from
the scales office. The brick building is an excep
tional Queen Anne-style double house with an
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F. A. Pope Drug Store, Ritte's Corner, Latonia, before 1941.

PIATT'S LANDING

and pharmacists from Covington, Maysville, and
Newport were part of the organizing body. G. A.
Zwick and M. Heermance, both of Covington,
were elected second and third vice president, re
spectively, and Peter Nodler, also of Covington,
was elected treasurer. One of the organization's
first orders of business was to strengthen the poi
sons act and establish a state board of pharmacy.
By 1890, there were more than 100 pharmacies
operating in Northern Kentucky. Scientific phar
macy was advanced in the United States when
German-trained pharmacists immigrated. In both
Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky, a number of
German immigrants opened Apothekes, or phar
macies. G. A. Zwick, Covington; A. F. Goetze, Day
ton; and G. Holzhauer and Otto Breck, Newport,
were among the early German pharmacists work
ing in Northern Kentucky.
Pharmacy was largely a male occupation dur
ing the 19th century. The few women who became
pharmacists were typically apprenticed to relatives
and only slowly gained admittance to the early col
leges of pharmacy. Marcella Feth was one of the
early women graduates of the Cincinnati College
of Pharmacy in 1897. She joined her father, Joseph
B. Feth, in his store at the northwest corner of

Eighth and York Sts. in Newport (the location to
day of the York St. Café).
Traditionally, pharmacies were small busi
nesses, owned by the pharmacist and frequently
staffed by family or a hired clerk or two. The own
er's spouse and children were handy, if sometimes

unwilling, workers. Edward C. Farrell opened a
drugstore in Ludlow in 1908; two of his sisters and
his sons William and John became pharmacists, as
did John's son. Henry Morwessel, an 1883 Cincin
nati College of Pharmacy graduate, opened his
pharmacy in Covington, and it was operated by
three generations of the family, continuing into the

Relationships between pharmacists in North
ern Kentucky and Cincinnati were excellent. Lead
ers from both sides of the Ohio River were involved

with the Ohio Valley Druggists Association. The
Widrig brothers, T. J., Louis, and Edward, had sep
arate stores in Newport. Louis Widrig (see Widrig
Family), a graduate of the Cincinnati College of
Pharmacy, was for a number of years the treasurer
and a stockholder in the Cincinnati Reds profes
sional baseball team. He was also the president and
principal stockholder of the Alexandria Turnpike
(U.S. 27).

Modern pharmacy has changed from the days
when it merely involved the dispensing of com
pounded prescriptions at the corner drugstore.
Institutional pharmacy in hospitals and nursing
homes has become an important part of the pro
fession. In general, the one-owner store has given
way to the large chain pharmacies such as Wal
greens, CVS, and the pharmacies operated in
Kroger grocery stores (see Bernard H. “Barney”
Kroger). In 1998 Omnicare moved its headquar
ters to Covington. Originally formed in 1981 to
provide pharmacy services to nursing homes, this
company continues to expand its services to insti
tutional health care providers. There are still inde
pendent drug and pharmacy stores in Northern
Kentucky, however, for example, Blanks Pharmacy
in Covington has been in operation for more than
100 years. Pharmacists continue to develop new
ways to provideservices to their patients. The Ruwe
family, involved in pharmacy for multiple genera
tions, has expanded its retail counter operation to
include providing clinical pharmacy services inse
nior apartments located throughout Northern
Kentucky. Beginning in 2002, persons in need
have received help through the charitable phar
macy program of the Society of St. Vincent de
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tographer and has also been a member of several
important civic boards and organizations in the
Greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky area.
PHISTER, ELIJAH C. (b. October 8, 1822,

Maysville, Ky.; d. May 16, 1887, Maysville, Ky.) Eli
jah Conner Phister, a legislator and a mayor, was
the son of Conrad Phister, from Germany, and
Mary W. Conner, of Maryland. Elijah Phister at
tended the Seminary of Rand and Richardson in
Maysville and graduated from Augusta College
in Augusta in 1840. He undertook the study of law
with John Sargent in Philadelphia, Pa., and was
admitted to the bar in 1844. As a lawyer, Phister
practiced in Mason Co. with the firm Payne &
Waller. He was elected mayor of Maysville in 1847
and 1848. From 1856 to 1862, Phister served as a

judge on the circuit court. He was affiliated with
the Whig Party and a supporter of Henry Clay
but later became a Democrat. After the Civil War,

he was elected a state representative in Kentucky,
serving from 1867 to 1871 and holding the chair
manship of the Judiciary Committee in his second
term. Kentucky governor Preston H. Leslie (1871–
1875) wanted to appoint him to a commission to
revise the Kentucky statutes in 1872, but Phister
turned down the offer. He was elected as a Demo

crat to the 46th and 47th U.S. Congresses, holding
office for two terms from 1879 to 1883. He died in

Maysville in 1887 and was buried in the Maysville
Mason Co. Cemetery.
Biographical Cyclopedia of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky. Chicago: John M. Gresham, 1896.
Biographical Directory of the United States Con
gress, 1774–1989. Washington, D.C.. Government
Printing Office, 1985.
Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincinnati:
J. M. Armstrong, 1878.
Thomas S. Ward

Paul.

late 1990s. Its final location was on the southeast

Flannery, M.A., and D. B. Worthen. Pharmaceutical
corner of W. Sixth and Russell Sts. in Covington.
By the beginning of the 20th century, phar
macy store chains were forming. Cora Dow
founded the Dow chain in Cincinnati (see Dow

Drug Stores), and by 1916 the firm had opened
stores in Newport and Covington. The Dow drug
store chain was one of the largest of its kind in the
United States at the time, larger than the Walgreens
chain, which started in 1901. Louis Liggett, who
had the idea of forming a cooperative that would
allow independent drugstores greater buying
power, in 1903 launched the Rexall business con
cept. The Rexall cooperative-purchasing way of
doing business quickly spread; at one time, at least
20 percent of the nation's pharmacies were mem
bers, including the Dow Drug Stores. The other
major franchise program of the period appeared in
1929 with the introduction of Walgreen Agency
stores. The Rexall and Walgreen Agency drug
stores competed for business in the smaller com
munities; each had one-cent sales designed to en
tice consumers to stock up on store rather than
national brands. In 1923 the Model chain of phar
macies in Cincinnati, owned by African Ameri
cans, had a store in Covington (see Model-Evans
Pharmacy).

Education in the Queen City. Binghamton, N.Y.:

PLATT'S LANDING. Piatt's Landing was a ferry
landing established by Robert Piatt (1769–1857) in

Pharmaceutical Press, 2001.
the East Bend Bottoms of Boone Co., about three

Poweleit, A. C., and J. A. Schroer. A Medical History
of Campbell and Kenton Counties. Cincinnati.
Campbell-Kenton Co. Medical Society, 1970.
Dennis B. Worthen

PHILIPPS, MIKE (b. June 30, 1946, Muncie,
Ind.), Cincinnati Post editor John Michael

Philippsis theson of John Albert and Jean Philipps.
He grew up in Lima, Ohio, and at age 16 he became
a freelance photographer for the Lima News. In
1968 he graduated from the Virginia Military In
stitute at Lexington, Va., with a degree in English
literature and a regular U.S. Army commission. He
immediately was sent to active military duty in
Vietnam, where he worked in military intelligence
under future CIA head William Colby, Philipps

miles below Rabbit Hash, along the Ohio River. In
the early 1800s, several ferries were operated by
members of the Piatt family, including ferries be
tween Touseytown, Ky., and Lawrenceburg, Ind.,
between Rabbit Hash, Ky., and Rising Sun, Ind.,
and between East Bend, Ky., and North Landing,
Ind. The Piatts came to the Ohio River Valley from
New Jersey about 1800. Robert Piatt acquired 200
acres in East Bend Bottoms in 1810 and moved to

the site about 1812. That year he requested permis
sion from the Boone Co. Court to establish a ferry
at East Bend and to build a road from the landing.
He commenced building a house at East Bend
about the same time. His home, renamed Winn

field Cottage by its second owners, was one of the
finest vernacular Greek Revival residences in the

then returned to the Lima News, where his boss

county.

was his future wife, Carole Simeon. In 1977 they
both joined the staff of the Cincinnati Post. Over
the years, Philipps held various positions at the

As a ferry landing, Piatt's Landing was typical
of Ohio River transportation of the day. Piatt's
Landing will always be remembered as the birth
place of Edward Richard Sprigg Canby, who
rose to the rank of general in the Union Army and
accepted the final surrender in 1865 of Confederate

Post and became the editor of both the Cincinnati

Post and the Kentucky Post in 2001. He is a boater,
an airplane pilot, a ham radio operator, and a pho
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PICKETT, JAMES C., COLONEL

forces commanded by generals Richard Taylor and
Edmund Kirby Smith. Today, the East Bend Power
Plant occupies the site.

PIERCE, JEANNETTE RIGG (b. October 12,

1922, Pendleton Co., Ky.; d. August 27, 1998, Fal

Throughout his military career, Pike rose rap
idly through the ranks, and he kept daily records of

mouth, Ky.) Jeannette Rigg Wyatt Pierce of Fal

his experiences. During the War of 1812, he was

mouth, a pioneering special education teacher, be

sent to the Canadian theater, where he was mor

gan her teaching career at the Goforth and Morgan
elementary schools in Pendleton Co. and subse
quently took an interest in the nascent field of spe

tally wounded in the battle fought at York. While a
captured British flag lay under his head, Pike died

Shaffer, James F. Piatt's Landing East Bend. Cincin
nati: Cincinnati Gas and Electric Company, Gen

eral Engineering Department, 1978.
Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons
to the Millennium. Boone Co., Ky: Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.
Matthew E. Becher

PICKETT, JAMES C., COLONEL (b. February
6, 1793, Faquier Co., Va.; d. July 10, 1872, Washing
ton, D.C.). Col. James Chamberlayne Pickett, a

lawyer, a legislator, and a diplomat, was the eldest
son of Col. John and Elizabeth Chamberlayne
Pickett. When James was three years old, his fam
ily moved to Mason Co., Ky. His early education
was at the best schools, and he attended the U.S.

Military Academy at West Point, N.Y. Pickett was
an excellent student, proficient in several lan

cial education. She earned certification as a special
education teacher at the University of Kentucky at
Lexington and then helped start Northern Ken
tucky's first state-supported special education pro
gram in Pendleton Co. She was selected by her
school's superintendent, Richard Gulick, as the
program's first teacher. Pierce not only taught the
children; she looked after their welfare, even mak

ing a goodbreakfast for them each morning,
After the Pendleton schools were consolidated,

Pierce taught at Southern Elementary School; later
she taught more severely challenged students at the
county's Middle School. She helped organize the

on the deck of the gunboat Madison on Lake On
tario and was buried with full military honors at
Sackett's Harbor, N.Y.

Carver, Harvey L. Zebulon Montgomery Pike: Path
finder and Patriot. Colorado Springs, Colo: Den
ton, 1956.

Castel, Albert, “Zebulon Pike, Explorer.” American
History Illustrated 7, no. 2 (1972): 45–48.

Hollon, W. Eugene. The Lost Pathfinder: Zebulon
Montgomery Pike. Norman: Univ. of Oklahoma
Press, 1949.

Hyslop, Stephen G. "An Explorer or Spy?" American
History37, no. 3 (August 2002): 58–65.
Peterson, William J. “The Zebulon M. Pike Expedi
tion,” Palimpsest 49, no. 2, (February 1968): 41–80.

Pendleton Co. Mental Health Association, out of

Margaret Prentice Hecker

the U.S. Army during the War of 1812. He left the

which came the George Gedge workshop and other
opportunities for the county's special-needs chil
dren. In 1972 she was honored as the Outstanding

PIKET, LOUIS A. (b. December 12, 1839,

army after the war to become a lawyer. In 1816 he

Elementary Teacher in America for her work with

Utrecht, Holland; d. January 25, 1910, Cincinnati,

served as editor of the Maysville Eagle newspaper.

mentally handicapped children.
Her husband, Samuel E. Pierce, also taught
school. He died in 1998, just two months before

Ohio). Noted architect Louis A. Piket was born
and raised in Holland, where he received a solid

guages. After graduation, he served as an officer in

He returned to the army in 1818 with the rank of
captain and was later promoted to colonel. In 1821
he resigned his commission and entered the prac

Jeannette died. The Pierces were members of the

tice of law in Mason Co. He was elected to the Ken

tucky House of Representatives in 1822 for one
term and then served as Kentucky secretary of
state from 1824 to 1828. Appointed by President
Andrew Jackson (1829–1837), he served with the

Morgan Christian Church in Morgan, and they
were both buried in the Morgan Cemetery.
“Falmouth's Jeannette Pierce, Pioneering Special-Ed
Teacher.” KP, August 28, 1998, 16A.

U.S. legation to Colombia from 1829 until 1833.
Pickett was appointed superintendent of the U.S.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 26725, for the year

Patent Office in 1835 and then served as an auditor

Diane Perrine Coon

of the U.S. Treasury from 1836 to 1838. Afterward
he headed U.S. diplomatic relations with Ecuador
and the Peru-Bolivia Confederation. Returning to
Washington, D.C., he retired to privatelife and be
came the editor of the Congressional Globe (an
insert to the Washington Globe newspaper) from
1848 until 1853. In addition to his other accom

plishments, Pickett was a prolific writer, especially
on scientific subjects; he also wrote extensively
about diplomatic history. In his 75th year, he pub
lished a book of poems. His writings were marked
by notable clarity, power, and intellectual vigor.

1998.

PIKE, ZEBULON MONTGOMERY (b. Janu

ary 5, 1779, Lamington, N.J.; d. April 27, 1813, Lake
Ontario, NY). Military officer and explorer Zebu

education in both construction and music. By age
15 he was an accomplished musician and singer
and was employed as an organist in his hometown.
In 1857 he and his father, Anton (Anthony) Piket
(1805–1888), immigrated to the United States and
settled in Cincinnati, where Anthony Piketworked
as a carpenter. Louis took a position as an organist.
By 1858, both Louis and his father were listed as
practicing architects. They apparently formed a
partnership, which according to the 1860 Cincin
nati city directory was named Anthony Piket and
Son. By 1866 Anthony Piket had moved to New

port, and two years later to Covington, while Louis
remained in Cincinnati. A similar pattern was

lon M. Pike was the son of Zebulon and Isabella

seen in other architectural firms, such as Dittoe

Brown Pike. His father was a military officer who
served in the Revolutionary War and, afterward,
along the western frontier. His mother was a sister
of John Brown, a Revolutionary War officer from
New Jersey, who settled as a planter in Boone Co.,
Ky. Pike followed his father into the regular army,

and Wisenall and Walter and Stewart; the pur
pose, apparently, was to attract business from both

where he too served on the frontier. After deliver

Pickett was well liked and established numerous

ing supplies to the forts in the Ohio wilderness and
protecting shipments of supplies on the Missis
sippi and Ohio rivers, the younger Zebulon Pike
led his famous explorations into Minnesota and
the central Rockies, where he first saw the peak
near Colorado Springs, Colo., later named for him,
and up the Arkansas, Red, and Missouri rivers.

friendships throughout his life. A close friend for
58 years was Judge Lewis Collins, the author of
the extremely popular work Historical Sketches
of Kentucky (1847). Pickett died in Washington,
D.C., at age 79 and was buried at the Congressional
Cemetery. In October 1818, he married Ellen De
sha, daughter of Kentucky governor Joseph Desha
(1824–1828). They had two sons, Joseph Desha
Pickett, a college professor at Bethany College in

plantation near the Ohio River, was one of the
places Pike regularly visited. Pike and his cousin

sides of the Ohio River.

The Pikets designed and built Anthony's home
at 715 Bakewell St. in Covington. They also de
signed the St. Joseph, St. Aloysius, and St. Pat
rick Catholic churches in Covington and the Im
maculate Conception Catholic Church in
Newport. The Pikets seemed to prefer Gothic Re
vival design for churches and Renaissance or Itali
anate design for other structures. Both Anthony
and Louis Piket became teachers of architecture

West Virginia and at the University of Kentucky in

Clarissa "Clara" Harlowe Brown wanted to marry,

Lexington, and Col. John T. Pickett, who served as

but her father refused to sanction the marriage.

and mechanical drawing at St. Xavier College in
Cincinnati. Anthony Piket retired in 1884, moved
to Cincinnati, and died in August 1888. Louis
Piket later designed the Sacred Heart Catholic
Church in Bellevue and designed improvements
to the Trinity Episcopal Church in Covington.
He also drew the architectural plans for numerous

consul to Mexico.

Nevertheless, Pike and Clara Brown married on

other churches, schools, stores, and factories

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Padgett, James A.,ed. “Letters of James Chamberlayne

March 4, 1801, in Boone Co., after eloping (see
Sugar Grove Plantation). Five children were
born to the couple, but only one, Clarissa Brown

throughout the Greater Cincinnati area. After a
long and colorful career, he died in 1910 at age 70.
Funeral services were held at St. George Catholic

Pike, reached adulthood.

Church in the Clifton section of Cincinnati, and he

Pickett," RKHS37, no. 119 (April 1939): 151–70.

The Boone Co. home of his uncle, the Brown

PIPE ORGANS

was buried in St. Mary Cemetery, St. Bernard,
Ohio. His wife was Mary Koehler Piket, who died

sewers. The farms being subdivided are in 5- and
10-acre tracts, with sufficient land area for septic

in 1916.

tanks.

The Piner-Fiskburg area remains a very close
Goss, Charles F. Cincinnati: The Queen City, 1788–
1912. Chicago: S. J. Clarke, 1912.

“New Church Edifice.” CDE, May 23, 1867, 3.
St. Mary Cemetery Records, St. Bernard, Ohio.

“Suburban News, Covington," CDG, September 11,
1871, 3.

Tenkotte, Paul A. A Heritage of Art and Faith:
Downtown Covington Churches. Covington, Ky:
Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1986.

knit community, even though most of its citizens
work and shop in Florence, Covington, and Cin

cinnati. There are only three full-time working
farms remaining in the area, all dairy farms. Other
farmers are bivocational in order to supplement
their incomes.

located in southern Kenton Co. at the intersection

"Piner High School Dedicated," KP September 28,

west corner of the intersection and the Piner Ele

on the current site of the Goshen Christian Church
on Bracht-Piner Rd., a half mile from the intersec

tion. Called Goshen Grammar School, it included

grades one through eight and also served as a
church on Sundays. Around 1870 a four-room
frame building was built at the site of the present
school on Rich Rd., and in 1914 a new four-room

frame building was constructed to accommodate
grades 1 through 12. The first graduating class of
Piner High School was in 1917. This 12-grade
school consolidated six one-room schools from

the area. When Simon Kenton High School in
Independence was finished in early 1937, the
school at Piner reverted to being a 6-grade elemen
tary school.
In 1881 Piner had a tobacco-drying warehouse,
a grocery, and a combination blacksmith shop and
livery stable. The combined enterprise was con
verted into an automobile garage in 1909 and into
a milk-hauling business in 1945.
Piner Baptist Church is located on the west side
of Ky. Rt. 17 about a half mile from the intersection
of Ky. Rts. 17 and 14. It was organized in 1952 by a
group of 110 members of the Wilmington Baptist
Church. The congregation built a larger sanctuary
in 2001 to accommodate its current membership
of 400.

The Piner-Fiskburg area contains many large
family farms, which have begun to be sold for resi
dential development. Since the area is served with
city water and is located only seven miles from the
Walton exit off I-75, it is expected to grow quickly.
So far, large developers have not attempted to build
in this area, however, owing to the lack of sanitary

for the feet. Older organs most often have a straight
pedal board, in which the pedals are arranged in a
straight line. Modern organs have a curved pedal

PINER. Piner is a small, unincorporated town

mentary School on Rich Rd. still exist. The original
school was a one-room log structure built in 1849

fore electricity was available, of course, the pipe
organ was the only type of organ; a person (often a
choirboy or a parish son) would pump a bellows
lever that generated the flow of air to the pipes. The
organist plays a pipe organ using manuals (key
boards; the instruments usually have two or more
manuals) and pedals, which amount to keyboards

board; the pedals radiate outward from the organ
"Development Slowly Creeping South with Water,
New Homes,” Kenton County Recorder, Septem
ber 14, 1994, 3.
"Piner," KP June 20, 1928, 2.

of Ky. Rt. 17 (Madison Pk or the Three-L High
way), Ky. Rt. 14 (Bracht-Piner Rd), and Rich Rd. It
is about 20 miles south of Covington and 7 miles
south of Independence. Piner and its close neigh
bor Fiskburg, located two miles farther south along
Madison Pk., are collectively known as the Piner
Fiskburg Fire District. The Piner-Fiskburg Volun
teer Fire Department, organized in 1961, is located
in Piner. The population of the Piner-Fiskburg
area, which numbers about 1,450, is served by the
Morning View post office.
Piner was originally called Piner Crossroads,
for Brack Piner, who owned and operated the first
grocery store there in 1849. A market at the south
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1914, 1.

Reis, Jim. “Tiny Towns," KP, July 30, 1986,4K.

"2 County Schools to Open in Kenton," KP Septem
ber 3, 1937, 9.
Pat Workman

PINER HIGH SCHOOL. Piner High School
was the second of four Sullivan Law—inspired pub
lic high schools that opened in Kentucky within
the Kenton Co. school district. Passed by the Ken
tucky legislature in 1908, the Sullivan Law over
hauled public school funding in Kentucky and re
quired that each county have at least one public
high school. In May 1912 the Kenton Co. School
Board authorized construction of a high school in
Piner to serve the southern portion of the county.
Completed in October 1914, at a cost of $6,083,
the two-story brick Piner High School eventually
housed both primary and secondary students.
Later campus additions included a gymnasium, a
cafeteria, and an auditorium. Elma Taylor served
as Piner High School's principal through much of
its existence. In 1937 the Kenton Co. School Board

closed Piner High School and merged it into the
new Simon Kenton High School in Independence.
The Piner High School building continued as an
elementary school until its replacement by a new
facility during the early 1960s. Perhaps the most
famous graduate of Piner High School was Brig.
Gen. Jesse Auton, a World War II Army Air

Force pilot who died in an aviation accident at
Omaha, Neb., in the early 1950s.
Caywood, James A. “A Brief Sketch of the Develop
ment of the Kenton County School System,” an ad

dress delivered to the Filson Society, January 14,
1958, Louisville, Ky.
Klotter, James C. Kentucky: Portrait in Paradox,
1900–1950. Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky,
1996.

Greg Perkins
PIPE ORGANS. Found in many churches in
Northern Kentucky, pipe organs differ from elec
tronic organs in the fundamental way sound is
produced. Pipe organs have various sets of pipes
(ranks) made of metal or wood, in varying shapes,
which produce different sounds, or timbres, when
air moves through them. The size of the pipe is re
lated to its pitch, that is, whether it produces high
or low notes. Electronic organs, in contrast, pro
duce sounds electronically through speakers. Be

bench to the pedal tips and are set also in a curve
from the middle upward toward the sides, allow
ing more comfort and ergonomic effectiveness
for the performer. A rank is a set of pipes tuned to
match the keys on the keyboard; each rank has its
own distinctive timbre. Scale in pipe-organ con
struction refers to the length (height) and circum
ference (width) of a pipe. A stop is the knob or but
ton that activates a rank. A division is a set of ranks,

usually called Great, Swell, Choir, Pedal, and some
times Positiv. Stoplike knobsorbuttons that can be
set to combine several manuals or divisions acti

vate a combination, or coupler. Trackers, the origi
nallinksystems between the keys or pedals and the
ranks of pipes, are thin strips of (predominantly)
wood.

In recent years, little distinction has been made
between pipe organs and electronic organs. Both
seem to be taken as viable alternatives in modern

art culture; for example, the current installation at
the Cincinnati Music Hall replaced a historic pipe
instrument with an electronic one. The acoustic

pipes produce timbre and pitch by air moving past
an aperture, tempered by the shape, material, and
fine-tuning of a physical pipe, much as any wind
instrument, such as a trumpet, flute, or oboe, func
tions. The electronic organ imitates the actual
acoustic reality of timbre and pitch by electronic
means, relying on a speaker as resonator and an
electronic generation of the same sound-wave size
and shape for timbre and pitch. Overtones (the ele
ments of sound that are usually not evident to an
untrained ear) are produced in very different ways
in the two instruments. Pipe organs do not require
much more than regular tuning and infrequent re
pairs, but for a pipe organ that has not been main
tained, the repair bill can be quite high.
The three most important names in Northern
Kentucky organ building before the 20th century
are Matthias Schwab (d. 1864), Johann Heinrich
Köhnken (d. 1897), and Gallus Grimm (1827–1897).

Of these crucial figures, Schwab was the eldest and
could be called the founding member of the organ
building culture in Northern Kentucky. He opened
his organ factory in Cincinnati about 1831, and
Köhnken joined the company in 1839. Schwab re
tired in 1860 from the arduous business of organ
building, and Köhnken took over the business. Af.
ter Grimm joined Köhnken in 1875, the company
took on major contracts. Köhnken retired in 1896,
and afterward Grimm went on to build a few more

organs. Both Köhnken and Grimm died in 1897,
and the business was sold to Alfred Mathers in

1908. Between 1865 and 1892, every organ in the
Catholic churches of Covington was built by the
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PLEASANT HOME

firm of Köhnken and Grimm. In the 1850s, Schwab

ton (see Roman Catholics) as a model of his work

PLEASANT RIDGE BAPTIST CHURCH.

built and installed the organ at the St. Mary's Ca
thedral along E. Eighth St. in Covington.
Schwab built what was perhaps his master
piece for the German-speaking parish of St. Jo
seph Catholic Church, located until 1970 at the
corner of Greenup and 11th Sts. in Covington.

for demonstration. When it turned out that fi

The Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church, believed to
have been organized on August 14, 1855, is located
in west-central Pendleton Co., between Dividing
Ridge and Portland, along what is today Ky. Rt.
467. The first surviving record of the church's busi
ness activities dates to September 8, 1865, when
Kennedy Blackburn transferred to the trustees of
the church one and one-half acres of property for
$10. The earliest surviving minutes are dated De
cember 1867. No church records exist for the pe
riod 1855–1867, except for two pages, believed to
be from the 1855 minute book. The first pastors at
the Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church were Elder
Thomas Stephens and William Lancaster. Some of
the charter members were Benjamin Blackburn
and his wife, Kennedy and Angeline(?) Blackburn,

That instrument, built in 1859–1860, has been de

nances were prohibitive, Bishop William Mulloy
allowed the diocese to pay for the installation in
the chapel of the Covington Latin School. The
first Steiner pipe organ installation remains in the
third-floor chapel; it is functional and used for
school liturgies. It is, however, like many other pipe

scribed by visiting recital organists as a direct

organs in the area, in need of funding for repair

American link to one of the most influential Ger

and maintenance.

man organ builders, Gottfied Silbermann. The St.
Joseph Schwab organ is unusual among Northern
Kentucky Roman Catholic historic organs. It was
saved from destruction by Robert Schaffer of
the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption,
who organized the careful removal of the instru
ment from St. Joseph Catholic Church before the
building was demolished in 1970. The German
parish had been one block from the Irish Cathe
dral of St. Mary of the Assumption (now the Ca
thedral Basilica of the Assumption); in the 19th
century, parishioners from the two parishes rarely
interacted; they spoke their different languages
and celebrated the Roman liturgy in their own
culturally distinct ways. It is either irony or beauty,
therefore, that the originally Irish parish of the ca
thedral now is a loving home for the German in
strument from the German parish. The estimated
cost to restore the Schwab organ to its original
state was more than $300,000; however, it has been

tended to regularly and is in basically good condi
tion. The Cathedral Concert Series accepts dona
tions regularly, which assist in the maintenance of
the instrument. During his meticulous restora
tion of the later (1866) Schwab organ at the his
toric Isaac Wise (Plum St.) Temple in Cincinnati,
German organ builder and restoration specialist
Fritz Noack consulted this instrument to gain a
full understanding of Schwab's tonal concept and
technical construction.

Another Steiner instrument was installed in

the Seminary of St. Pius X, in Erlanger, which
closed in 1986. Most recently the beautiful semi
nary buildings housed the Catholic Center, which
was home to many offices of the Diocese of Cov
ington; the Catholic Center has been moved into
downtown Covington in the interest of fiscal man
agement, and the future of the old seminary build
ing and its organ remain uncertain at this time.
The most recent full-tracker-action installation

and Elrod and Frances Tewell. The committee for

in Northern Kentucky is the 2003 instrument built
by the Noack Organ Company of Lawrence, Mass.,
for the Lakeside Presbyterian Church. Organ
ist Tom Miles oversaw the project.

construction of a new building consisted of Elder
Thomas Stephens, Newton Belew, Jackson H.

Hart, Kenneth Wayne. “Cincinnati Organ Builders of
the Nineteenth Century,” BCHS 31, no. 2 (Summer
1973), 79–103.

Listerman, Mary Lu. "Church Pipe-Organ Season Be
gins,” KE, October 15, 2006, B3.

Ochse, Orpha. The History of the Organ in the United
States. Bloomington: Indiana Univ. Press, 1975.
Rebecca Schaffer Wells

Co., near Eagle Creek and the Eagle Tunnel, had
two of the county's original one-room schools: one
was for white students, the other for African Amer

ican students. The church, the schools, and the

Another instrument built by Schwab survives
focal points of life in the community. The church is

Church. Originally at St. Walberg Convent in
Covington (next to St. Joseph Catholic Church), it

known as the Mount Pleasant Church (not to be

confused with the Pleasant Home Baptist Church
in neighboring Eagle Hill), and it dates back to the
1840s. One of the common surnames in the local

After Schwab retired from the company,
Mother of God Catholic Church in Covington

area is Lowdenback, the name of the family that ran
many of the area's businesses. For many years, a
member of the Lowdenback family operated the lo
cal store. During the Civil War, patrols from both

commissioned the firm of Köhnken and Grimm to

sides of the conflict roamed Owen Co., and the

mary service music accompaniment.

years old, it became a charter member of the Crit
tenden Baptist Association and continues today to
send delegates to the association's convention.
Sunday School, then called Sabbath School, at the
Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church was begun in 1870.
The first prayer meetings were held in 1873; in 1946
it was decided to start holding them weekly, and
this practice continues today. In 1885 the congre
gation sold its log building to the school district

The church has helped support orphanages

Home, located in the northeast corner of Owen

in Falmouth at St. Francis Xavier Catholic

pedal division, but it is well suited to the size and
acoustics of the church. It is still used as the pri

Gardner, J. J. Plunkett, T. F. Sanders, Jesse Stith,
and James Elrod Tewell. When the church was five

and constructed a new church.

PLEASANT HOME. The community of Pleasant

stores at Pleasant Home have been the traditional

is a small instrument with one manual and a small

Simeon and Martha Bush, J. N. Colcord Sr., Samuel
Colcord, William Lancaster, Jesse and Susan Stith,

from its beginnings. In the earlier years, each fall a
barrel of jars was received from the Children's
Home, and the jars were filled with fruit, vegeta
bles, jellies, and jams to be returned to the Chil
dren's Home at Thanksgiving, along with crates of
eggs and coops of chickens. Today, members do
nated one day's worth of their pay for this cause. In
1939 the Women's Missionary Society was started
at the church and in 1945 the first Vacation Bible

School was held. In 1949 a parsonage was built on
the Straight Shoot Pk about a half mile from the
church. When the Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church
held its centennial celebration on August 14, 1955,
the church's official register showed an attendance
of 447 that day. On August 16, 2005, this church
celebrated its 150th anniversary.

Lowdenback store at Pleasant Hill was a favorite

build its organ. Köhnken seems to have voiced his
ranks more in keeping with the popular American
tastes of the day, a broader scale of sound. The
broader-scale pipes allow for a more diffuse, per
haps more comfortable sound from the instru
ment. Schwab, in comparison, created instruments
based on the traditional German idea of brilliant

clarity of sound.
St. John Catholic Church in Covington
houses the first installation by Walter Holtkamp's
own company of Cleveland, Ohio.
In the same manner as J. S. Bach's friend and

organ builder, Gottfried Silbermann in Baroque
Germany, Ferris Steiner had the business sense to
offer a free installation to the Diocese of Coving

spot to raid. The raids took place so often that the
family finally abandoned the store for the duration
of the war. Another family member ran the barber
shop and had a photography studio. During the

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky: M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.
1994].
Mildred Belew

first half of the 20th century, people countywide
would travel to Pleasant Hill to have pictures made.
A member of the Lowdenback family also had a
jewelry store at Pleasant Hill. Only one store, no
longer operated by a Lowdenback, remains today.

PLEASURE ISLE SWIM CLUB. Pleasure Isle

County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky: Standard,

was a popular swimming pool located near the in
tersection of the Three-L Highway and Hands
Pk. just north of Independence in central Kenton
Co. The pool was a state-of-the-art facility when it
opened in the years before World War II; it
reached its zenith in popularity in the postwar
boom years as residential development expanded

1976.

in the area.

An Atlas of Owen County, Kentucky. Philadelphia:
Lake, 1883.

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen

THE POINT (LICKING RIVER)

Banklick Creek (see Banklick Creek and

Watershed), which runs near the property, was
already a popular swimming hole and picnic

destination before George Winholtz bought the
property in 1933. He made improvements to the
grounds, calling the area Island Lodge. Talk of
constructing a sportsman's club to go along with

"Pools Out for Summer—Forever–Pleasure Isle Is
Road Kill,” KE, June 3, 1998, B1.

at the Veterans Administration Medical Cen
ter in Fort Thomas.

“Owner Flees as Fire Guts Pleasure Isle," KP February

Kentucky governor A. B. "Happy" Chandler
(1935–1939 and 1955–59) appointed Pogue a
member of the Kentucky Board of Education in
1956, and seven successive governors, extending
through the administration of Martha Layne Col

4, 1976, 6.

“Million Dollar Project Set in Kenton County," KP.
July 27, 1946, 1.
Chris Meiman

the swimming hole and the fishing lake began
around 1937. Irvin J. Klein headed a group of
sportsmen's organizations that sponsored a park
there, called Pleasure Isle, that offered tennis

courts, an archery range, horseshoe pits, table ten
nis, badminton, shuffleboard, trapshooting, and
even a nine-hole mini-golf course. The ambitious
project was completed and opened to the publicon
May 25, 1940. A group of Hopi Indians visited the
park that year.
In the 1940s a sand-bottomed pit was con
structed that eventually became the Pleasure Isle
Pool. The pit was replaced in 1951 by a concrete
pool, which remained until the park's closure. The
park was successful from the start. Pleasure Isle also
became a popular destination for outings for em

ployees of the Coppin's Department Store in
Covington, for the Covington Rotary Club, and
for other groups.
Klein, who became the first manager of the
complex, led an effort to build a subdivision near
the park. He and a group of local investors in July
1946 created the Pleasure Isle Real Estate Com

pany, which completed a $1 million, 120-house
subdivision near the pool along a road that be
came known as Pleasure Isle Drive. The housing
area was created with Federal Housing Authority
money and was intended for use by returning
World War II veterans. The subdivision success

fully repelled an annexation attempt by the City of
Covington in 1968, before becoming a part of
Erlanger.
A fire in February 1976 disrupted the opera
tion of Pleasure Isle. On the morning of February 4,
Charlie Robinson, owner of the complex, awoke in
his office to the sound of breaking glass, which
turned out to be caused by a raging fire. The blaze
destroyed Robinson's on-site barbershop and bar,
which doubled as a clubhouse for the pool. Robin
son had just purchased the pool in August 1975
from Fred “Bud” Winholtz, who had operated
Pleasure Isle for 26 years.
The fire was only the beginning of the end for
the park. The 1980s and 1990s saw declining
attendance as the pool competed with larger, re
gional swimming pool amusement parks that

were opening in Ohio. Pleasure Isle's fate was
sealed with the planned widening of the 3L High
way in the late 1990s. The final season was in 1997,
and the park was demolished in 1999, though its
famous entryway remained standing for several
years. The widening of 3L Highway was completed
in 2001, opening this already fast-growing area to
further commercial and residential development.
By 2006 a new family-activity center was built
near the Pleasure Isle site. Called the Fun Center

at Pleasure Isle, it did not include a swimming
pool but did offer other social and recreational
activities.
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POGUE, CHUCK (b. January 18, 1950, Cincin
nati, Ohio). Charles Edward Pogue, the son of
Charles and Betty Hick Pogue, is a Hollywood
screenwriter, an author, and an actor in regional
Kentucky theater. He grew up in Fort Thomas and
graduated in 1968 from Highlands High School,
where he was active in theater productions. He is
also a cofounder of the Mercury H. Theatre in Fort
Thomas. Pogue earned a degree in theater arts from
the University of Kentucky at Lexington, and his
stage work took him to places like Odessa, Tex.,
and introduced him to stars as diverse as Cyd Cha
risse and Bob"Gilligan” Denver. Pogue began writ
ing plays and screenplays after moving to Los
Angeles.
He has written screenplays for major motion
pictures, such as The Fly, starring Jeff Goldblum
and Geena Davis; Psycho III, starring Tony Per
kins; Dragonheart, starring Dennis Quaid;
D.O.A., starring Dennis Quaid, and Kull the Con
queror, starring Kevin Sorbo. The Fly and Drag
onheart were nominated for a number of Academy
Awards. Pogue has also written novels based on his
screenplays. In 1990 he wrote and coproduced the
television miniseries Hand of a Murderer for
CBS, and in 2005 he wrote the screenplay for Her
cules, another television miniseries.

Pogue is married to Julieanne Beasley and re
sides in Georgetown, Ky. He and his wife are active
in theater productions in Lexington.
Schroeder, Cindy. “Actor Speaks at Alum Luncheon,"
CE, November 5, 2006, HB.

"Script Changes Irk Writer." CE, June 9, 1996, D6.

lins (1983–1987), reappointed him to this post. He
was one of the longest-serving chairmen of the
board. Pogue helped steer education in Kentucky
toward modernity during the 1960s, 1970s, and
1980s. For example, there were more than 1,500
one-room schoolhouses in the state in 1956, when

Pogue was appointed to the state's education
board; only about 50 of them remained when he
left his post 35 years later. Two of his achievements
while serving on that board were the reconciling of
Kentucky's Administrative Regulations for Educa
tion with the Kentucky Education Reform Act
(KERA) of 1990 and bringing board attention to
the need for improvements to some school districts
in Eastern Kentucky. A longtime member of the
Northern Kentucky University Board of Regents,
he received the university's prestigious Lincoln
Award in 1995. Pogue was a Northern Kentucky
civic leader for more than 60 years.
“Envision a New Urban Community, Then Cooperate
to Make Ita Reality," KP, January 4, 1983,4K.
"N. Ky. Counts Its Successes–Group Looks Back on

35 Years Working with Chamber." KE, September
17, 2004, C1-C2.
Paul L. Whalen

THE POINT (LICKING RIVER). To early ex
plorers and settlers of the Ohio River Valley, the
southwestern juncture of the Ohio and the Licking
Rivers, now part of Covington, was known as the
Point. It was the place where migrating buffalo
crossed the Ohio River for possibly thousands of
years before the coming of the Europeans. Numer
ous American Indians of various tribes used it as

Bill Thomas

a lookout post and as a meeting place during hunt
ing and warring expeditions.
POGUE, HENRY E. “BUD” IV (b. September
18, 1920, Maysville, Ky., d. December 4, 2006, Fort
Thomas, Ky). Henry "Bud" Pogue, a developer, a
real estate agent, and a member of the Kentucky
Board of Education, was the son of Henry E. and
Mary Parker Pogue, a Mason Co. distillery family.
The Pogues moved to Fort Thomas in 1925. A 1938
graduate of Highlands High School, Bud Pogue at
tended Dartmouth College, in Hanover, N.H.,
where he played basketball in the 1942 NCAA
championship game that Dartmouth lost to Stan
ford. During World War II, Pogue served in the
navy. Following the war, he became a general con
tractor, developer, and real estate agent and helped
to build many of the houses in Fort Thomas, in
cluding several in the areas around Rossford and
Winston Hill Aves. He also constructed and reno

vated schools and public buildings in Cincinnati
and St. Bernard, Ohio, as well as in Campbell and
Kenton counties. Included among these projects
were building projects at the Piner and Park Hills
elementary schools in Kenton Co. and renovations

One of the first white men known to visit the

Point was Christopher Gist in 1751, with his

band of men exploring for the Ohio Company.
Several friendly Indians took the group to Big
Bone Lickin modern Boone Co., to view the huge
prehistoric animal bones found on that site. Two
women, Mary Ingles and her companion the
"mad" Dutch woman (possibly Frau Stumpf), vis
ited the Point in 1755 while attempting to return
home after escaping from Indian captivity at Big
Bone Lick. In 1765 Col. John Croghan came to the
Point during his exploration of the western terri
tory. Simon Kenton stopped at the site numerous
times, the first time with John Strader and George
Yeager in 1771, on their way back from a trip to the
Falls of the Ohio (Louisville). About that same

time, two explorers named Hinkson and Miller,
with 14 other men, also visited while exploring the
Licking River valley.
In the late 1700s and the early 1800s, the Point
was a favored gathering place for military personnel,
especially when assembling for attacks against the
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THE POINT/ARC OF NORTHERN KENTUCKY

Shawnee Indians living in central Ohio. In spring
1779, 300 Kentuckians gathered there in prepara
tion for an attack against the Indian town of Chilli
cothe. After the battle they reassembled at the
Point to divide the plunder and then returned to
their Kentucky homes. That attack led, several
months later, to reprisal attacks by Capt. Henry

ucation. The Point/Arc is the only local organiza
tion that offers a comprehensive and diverse group
of programs in these areas. Furthermore, the pro
grams are provided in an integrated setting as op
posed to a segregated one. Located in Covington,
The Point/Arc serves Boone, Campbell, and Ken

Bird against Ruddle's and Martin's stations, along

The organization was founded in 1972 as North
ern Kentucky Association for Retarded Citizens
(NKARC), by parents of children with mental or
developmental disabilities; the name was changed
to The Point/Arc of Northern Kentucky in 1998.
Before 1972, the group that became NKARC ex
isted under the name Helpers of All Retarded
Children (HARC). It was a loose coalition of sup
portive parents whose children attended various
private schools for children with special needs in
Campbell and Kenton counties. These dedicated
parents generated financial support through an
annual holiday fundraiser called Joy to the World,
held at the Beverly Hills Supper Club in South
gate. The fundraiser, which was continued by
NKARC and The Point/Arc, has been ongoing and
is now held at the Drawbridge Inn in Fort Mitchell.

what was called Bird's War Road in Kentucky.
In 1780 Col. George Muse was awarded a pat
ent for 200 acres at the Point as part of his payment
for service in the French and Indian War. Sev

eral months later, he transferred ownership to his
friend Col. James Taylor Sr., who shortly thereafter
sold the property to Col. Stephen Trigg of the Ken
tucky Court of Land Commissions.
In August 1780 an army of 1,000 men led by
Gen. George Rogers Clark assembled at the
Point before attacking the Ohio Indian towns of
Piqua and Miami. In February 1781 ownership of
the land known as the Point was transferred to

John Todd Jr., and several months later to James

Welch. In 1789 Francis Kennedy came to Cincin
nati and began operation of a ferry between that
city and Covington. Shortly thereafter his brother,
Thomas Kennedy Sr., moved to the Kentucky side
of the river and operated the southern shore's ferry
landing (which became known as Kennedy's
Ferry), perhaps initially renting the land owned by
Welch. In 1801 Thomas Kennedy Sr. officially com
pleted the purchase of the 200 acres at the Point.
The Kennedy family sold 150 acres of the farm
in 1814 to a partnership of Thomas D. Carneal,
John S. Gano, and Richard Gano for $50,000.

That group of men established the City of Coving
ton in 1815 and began the sale of building lots.
They named the city in honor of Brig. Gen. Leon
ard Covington, a U.S. Army officer who had been
mortally wounded on November 11, 1813, at the
Battle of Chrysler's Field in Canada during the
War of 1812.

“Early Incidents at the Point,” Colonel Covington's
Chronicle, June 1, 1979, 11.
“Gano Got the Point in 1814,” CE, December 11, 1994,
D4.

“Point of View,” CE, June 18, 1995, H1.
Smith, Allen Webb. Beginning at “the Point,” a Doc
umented History of Northern Kentucky and En
virons, the Town of Covington in Particular,

1751–1834. Park Hills, Ky., Self-published, 1977.
Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs. Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss.,

ton counties.

THE POINT/ARC OF NORTHERN KEN

TUCKY. The Point/Arc (formerly the Association
for Retarded Citizens of the United States; now The

Arc of the United States) of Northern Kentucky
(The Point/Arc) is a nonprofit agency that provides
educational, residential, social, and vocational op
portunities to adults with mental and develop
mental disabilities. It also offers special educational
services to assist parents and caregivers of children
with mental and developmental disabilities while
these children are receiving appropriate public ed

helping with work expectations, grooming, and
punctuality. The purpose is to enable the clients
to hold employment outside that offered by The
Point/Arc Trainees usually remain at The Pointſ
Arc for three to six months before advancing to a
job in the private sector. Counselors work with
employers in the community to match individuals
with suitable jobs. After outside employmentisse
cured, The Point/Arc counselors provide personal
training according to the employer's specifications;
they also provide lifelong follow-up coaching to
clients to ensure their success.

forces behind the formation of both HARC and

Besides the restaurant, the Employment Ser
vices Program includes three other businesses: the
Point Laundry Company, the Point Commercial
Cleaning Company, and the Point Distribution
Company. The Point Laundry Company began in
1996, with an exclusive contract to provide laundry

NKARC.

services to the Netherland OMNI Hotel in Cincin

The current executive director of The Point/Arc is

Judi Gerding, who has been with the organization
since its early days and was one of the moving

NKARC's initial goal was to provide support
for the students at the Riverside—Good Counsel

School, which was dedicated exclusively to the

education of kindergarten through high school
aged children with special needs. When the U.S.
Congress passed the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, it
required school districts to provide “free appropri
ate public education" to all individuals with dis
abilities and mandated that children with disabili

ties be transitioned into the public school system.
Subsequently, NKARC, still primarily a parents'
advocacy group, began focusing solely on services
for mentally and developmentally disabled adults in
the community. The group organized fundraisers
and supported a variety of programs in Boone,
Campbell, and Kenton counties. One of NKARC's
services was to help make buildings more handicap
accessible and provide transportation for people
with mental and physical disabilities.
In 1978, when Gerding became president of
NKARC, she recognized the organization's need
to be housed in its own building. NKARC's first

office opened at Ninth and Willow Sts. in Coving

Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

Jack Wessling

Employment Services Program was established to
provide clients with new and varied job training
and work experiences, the Point Deli and Catering
became part of the new program.
Typically, clients are referred to the Employ
ment Services Program by other agencies, school
programs, or the Department of Vocational Reha
bilitation. Trained counselors assist clients by as
sessing existing employment skills and potential
future skills, providing realistic job training, and

ton, but the agency remained there only a few
years, until the city razed the building, clearing the
land for a park. In 1981 NKARC established a per
manent office by purchasing the Roeding Insur

ance Building at the "point" of Pike and Washing.
ton Sts. in Covington. The following year, the Point
Restaurant, now called the Point Deli and Cater

ing, opened at 45 W. Pike St., the site of an earlier
restaurant known as the Clock Hamburgers. The
restaurant established by NKARC serves as a real

natinow the Hilton). Currently located in Dayton,
Ky., the laundry employs 35 trainees and cleans 3.5
million pounds of linens per year. The Point Com
mercial Cleaning Company started in 1985 and

currently employs two full-time and eight part
time custodians who service commercial buildings
in Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati. The newest
business venture, the Point Distribution Company,
sells brand-name batteries and safety equipment to
individuals and businesses. Trainees sort, count,

bag, and package products; prepare packages for
shipment; and take inventory.
The Point/Arc's residential program began in
response to the growing number of cases in which
mentally disabled clients' aging parents or families
were no longer able to care for them. In each of 10
homes that The Point/Arc owns in Boone, Camp
bell, and Kenton counties, between three and five

clients reside along with one or two live-in caretak
ers. The clients are carefully placed based upon
their individual preferences and personalities, and
the caretakers and the clients in each home operate
as a family in an atmosphere of consistency. The
success of a recent capital fund drive has made it
possible to expand the residential program to in
clude additional homes.

The agency's extensive Activities Program, be
gun in 1999, serves more than 300 clients annually
through an array of events. The full-time activities
director plans opportunities for clients to socialize
in the community among their peers. Weekly
events, such as dinners at a restaurant, movies, and

affected by mental retardation or developmental
disabilities and teach them interpersonal and

trips to the museum, zoo, aquarium, or sporting
events are chaperoned by adult volunteers and are
open to any mentally or developmentally disabled
adult. There is also a seasonal sports program, six

customer-service skills. In 1985, when NKARC's

annual dinner dances held at the Point Pavilion,

work environment in which to train individuals

POLUSMIAK, SERGEI
and four out-of-state vacations scheduled each

year. These events enable clients to make the con
nections necessary for forming friendships.
The Educational Services Program reaches
thousands of elementary school students annually.
The Everybody Counts program is a volunteer-run
weeklong lesson for students in kindergarten
through eighth grade. It makes students aware of
the physical and emotional realities that people

with disabilities face. Helpful training tools and
specially designed lessons for students with dis
abilities are offered to schools at no charge.
In 2004 the Citizen Advocacy Program of
Northern Kentucky merged with The Point/Arc,
becoming Point One by One Special Education
Advocacy Services. This program assists parents
and caregivers of children with mental and devel
opmental disabilities to obtain most efficiently “the
free appropriate public education” that was man
dated by federal law. Special educational advocates
meet with concerned parents and caregivers to dis
cuss the child's needs and educational rights under
the law; they may intervene on the child's behalf at
the parent's request. The advocates also provide in
formation about resources and referral to other

services if necessary.
For more than 30 years The Point/Arc (for
merly NKARC) has helped persons with mental
and developmental challenges by emphasizing
ability rather than disability. Annually, The Point/
Arc organization assists more than 600 clients
with educational, residential, social, or vocational

needs so that they may live, play, or work indepen
dently and improve their quality of life. It obtains
90 percent of its funding from its own programs
and charitable donations and is supported by more
than 1,000 volunteers annually. In 2008 the Point
restaurant moved its operations from Pike and
Washington Sts. to the Panorama Apartments on
Fourth St. in Covington.
ARC of Northern Kentucky. www.thepointarc.org/
(accessed December 26, 2007).

Gannon, Tammy, activities director, The Point/Arc of
Northern Kentucky. Interview by Sarah A. Barlage,
January 26, 2006, Covington, Ky.
Gerding, Judi, executive director, The Point/Arc of
Northern Kentucky. Interview by Sarah A. Barlage,
January 26, 2006, Covington, Ky.
Kreimer, Peggy. “Point to Expand Training Pro

grams," KP December 21, 2007, 2A.
Schroeder, Cindy. “Point Changes Name to Empha
size Its Deli-Style Foods and Catering." KE, Janu
ary 20, 2006, B4.

Sarah A. Barlage
POLICE DEPARTMENTS. With the arrival of

European settlers in Northern Kentucky came
the need for an ordered society, and thus the need
for law enforcement. At first, county sheriffs had
the responsibility of enforcing the law. For exam

ple, when Owen Co. was formed in 1819, Cyrus
Wingate was elected the first sheriff of the
county, gradually, as the population increased, a
staff of deputy sheriffs was assembled. In the more
urban areas, formal city police departments
developed.

In Covington, Jacob Hardin was the captain of
the patrol as early as January 1817. His territory
was the city of Covington and eight miles out, and
he soon was assisted by others, including Bartlett
Graves Jr. At incorporation, in 1834, the city's first
mayor, Mortimer M. Benton, appointed Isaac
Martin as the first marshal. Eight months later, Ed
ward G. Bladen replaced Martin, to serve a two
year term. It was said that Bladen patrolled the city
by day, and when night came he sought his home
and family; the door of his residence would be
“rapped" whenever there was trouble. He delivered
arrested individuals to police court, or to the may
or's court, an institution that persisted until the
early 1980s (see Court Systems). From the time of
Bladen until 1883, the top law enforcer in Coving
ton was elected by voters. As the city grew in popu
lation and wealth, so did its police force. In May
1856, Marshal Clinton Butts lost an arm in the

Turner riots. Butts served two complete terms, and
during his third term, in 1874, he died and was re
placed by his brother John. By 1870 an important
aspect of modern law enforcement, keeping crime
statistics, had begun. By 1873 patrolmen were
wearing a recognizable dress uniform. On January
1, 1883, the first department under a chief of police
was sworn in, under chief John A. Goodman.
Goodman was both the last town marshal and

the first police chief. As police chief, he reported to
the mayor rather than being elected every two
years; the system was altered in an attempt to re
move politics from the head law-enforcement po
sition. In 1894 the new city charter called for the
chief of police to be appointed by a board of police
and fire commissioners, which included men such

as Judge George G. Perkins. In 1906, under
chief Henry B. Schuler, the Covington police
force consisted of 5 officers, 4 detectives, and 38

patrolmen. When the city-manager form of gov
ernment was instituted, the Covington police de
partment came under the direction of the city
manager. Today, Covington has a 100-member
modern police department,
The development of Newport's police force
parallels that of Covington's. Before 1875, the city
had a town marshal. The first Newport chief of
police was David R. Lock, who served from 1873 to
1879. After 1933, the Newport police chief an
swered to the city manager, rather than the mayor.
Today, Newport has a 50-member department. In
the mid-20th century, in both Newport and Cov
ington, the presence of criminal elements con
trolled from outside the region often put the police
in the spotlight.
The role of the sheriff varies in Kentucky. In
areas where there are local police departments as
part of city government, the sheriff's role is rele
gated to that of tax collector, protector of the local
county courthouse, and server of important legal
documents. In areas with lower population, the
sheriff carries out those tasks and has police pow
ers as well.

Both Kenton and Campbell counties today
have county police forces, which exist to provide
law enforcement in the unincorporated areas of
each county. For many years, the Kenton Co. Po
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lice were headquartered in a small building at 1825
Dixie Highway in old Lookout Heights. Today
they are located at 11777 Madison Pk. in Indepen
dence. The Campbell Co. Police have an adminis
tration building along U.S. 27 south of Ky. Rt. 10
in Alexandria, along Constable Dr. In recent years
several cities have merged their police forces, real
izing dramatic savings in the cost of administra
tion. One such example in Kenton Co. was the
Dixie Police Authority, a combination police
agency for the cities of Crescent Park, Crescent
Springs, and later Bromley. That authority was
dissolved in 1997. Another example, dating from
1968, is the merger of the Lakeside Park and Crest
view Hills police departments into the Lakeside
Park—Crestview Hills Police Authority, which
continues today.
Since 1948 the Kentucky State Police have
served the entire state. Formerly called the Ken
tucky Highway Patrol, which was founded in 1936,
the State Police operate in Northern Kentucky
from three command posts: Post 8, in Morehead,
covers Mason Co.; Post 5, in Campbellsburg, cov
ers Carroll, Gallatin, and Owen counties; and Post

6, in Dry Ridge, covers the remainder of the region.
Statewide, there are around 1,000 troopers, whose
purpose is to supplement county sheriffs and local
police departments. Generally speaking, they have
been involved in the cities of Covington and New
port only when their assistance has been requested.
The State Police have full police powers; they do
more than just patrol highways, which is where
citizens are most aware of them.

There are several specialized police depart
ments in Northern Kentucky today. The Cincin
nati/Northern Kentucky International Air
port has its own police force, which carries out the
police functions needed at a major airport. North
ern Kentucky University, in Highland Heights,
has its own force, as does the Veterans Adminis
tration Medical Center in Fort Thomas; the lat

ter force is made up of federal police. The U.S. mar
shals operate out of the U.S. Federal Courthouse in
Covington and protect the facilities there. There
are waterway police on the Ohio and Licking riv
ers, and there are various wildlife law-enforcement

officials in the region. The railroads have their own
police officers with full police powers related to
railroad activities.

Flinker, Paul Joseph. “Development of Policing in

Covington, Kentucky: The Nineteenth Century,
1815–1900," unpublished thesis, 1994, Union Insti
tute, Cincinnati.

History of the Covington Police Department. Cov
ington, Ky: Policemen's Benevolent Association,
1906.

Reis, Jim. “Evolution of Law Enforcement," KP, Janu
ary 10, 1994,4K.
POLUSMIAK, SERGEI (b. March 5, 1951,

Kharkiv, Ukraine). Sergei Polusmiakis an interna
tionally prominent concert pianist and the Tom
and Christine Neyer Professor of Music at North
ern Kentucky University (NKU), where he has
taught since 1998. Born in Kharkiv, Ukraine, to
Sergei Ivanovich and Lyubov Ivanovna Polusmiak,
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Sergei was less than one year old when his parents
moved the family to Vorkuta, Russia, in the tundra
near the Arctic Ocean. At age 11 he learned to play
the piano on a paper keyboard, since the family
had no piano. The following year he attended a
newly opened music school in Vorkuta; passionate
about music, he completed the school's seven-year
program in three years. At age 15 he returned to
his birthplace to attend Kharkiv Music College, a
college preparatory school. After he graduated at
the head of his class, he was accepted at the Kharkiv
Institute of Arts, where he studied with Regina
Horowitz, sister of Vladimir Horowitz. He earned

a Post Graduate Diploma from the Kiev Conserva

tory. Between 1975 and 1998, Polusmiak served
as professor at the Kharkiv Institute of Arts and
the Kharkiv Special School for Gifted Children,
Ukraine. He earned the title Honored Artist of

Ukraine from the Ukrainian president. In 1998
Polusmiakimmigrated to the United States.
A dedicated and tireless teacher, Polusmiak has

coached pianists entering international competi
tions. He is also a jury member for major interna
tional piano competitions, such as the first inter
national Competition for Young Pianists in
Memory of Vladimir Horowitz, Kiev, Ukraine. He
is the founder and director of the Ukrainian Chil

dren's Music Theatre of Kharkiv, which performed
with Cincinnati's May Festival Chorus in 1992 and
1994. His piano students at NKU include interna
tional scholars from Europe and South America.
Among Polusmiak's numerous recordings are
Sergei Plays Sergei (and Alexander)(piano works
by Rachmaninoffand Scriabin), Hommage à Shos
takovich (music for two pianos, with French pia
nist Thérèse Dussaut), Music for Clarinet and Pi
ano (with Ukrainian prodigy Alexander Bedenko),
Beautiful Music for Friends (music by Bach, Mo
zart, Chopin, Liszt, Brahms, and Rachmaninoff),
and Thérèse Dussaut, Sergei Polusmiak, Piano 4
Hands (music by Tchaikovsky and Dvorak).
Polusmiak has performed concerts in Argen
tina, Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Mexico,
Russia, and the United States. He has appeared

Northern Kentucky Univ. Music Department. "Sergei
Polusmiak." http://music.nku.edu/polusmiak.htm
(accessed June 5, 2007).

Polusmiak, Sergei, to John Schlipp, e-mail, July 20,
2007.

John Schlipp

said to Wallace,"Give measteamboat and 48 hours,

and I'll build you a bridge." Taking coalbarges from
the mouth of the Licking River, probably bargesbe
longing to Amos Shinkle, Cameron lashed them
together and topped them with wooden planks,
creating a deck 24 feet wide. The pontoon bridge

was protected by the USS Izetta, a Union ironclad
POMPILIO’S RESTAURANT. Since 1902 the

building at the southwest corner of Sixth and
Washington in Newport has housed a bar and a
restaurant. In April 1933, at the end of Prohibi
tion, Pompilio's came into existence there.
Founded by Italian immigrants who had tried sev
eral previous enterprises, including moonshining,
the restaurant quickly became a local favorite and
eventually a famous Northern Kentucky tradition.

lurking in the shadows of the half-completed piers
of the John A. Roebling Bridge and effectively
preventing navigation on the Ohio at Cincinnati.
The engineer of the pontoon bridge was George A.
Smith (1820–1888), who already had worked on the

piers of the Suspension Bridge and later built the
Cincinnati Street Railway and inclines.
During the latter part of the first week of Sep
tember, thousands of troops crossed the rapidly

Tasty Italian food, inexpensive drinks, and general

constructed bridge, which stretched from the foot

good cheer lasted throughout the years (1933–
1982) when Col. John Pompilio and his family

of Walnut St. in Cincinnati to the foot of Greenup
St. in Covington. They quickly went to their en
trenchments along the Northern Kentucky hill
tops from Ludlow on the west to the District of the
Highlands (Fort Thomas) on the east. The Confed
erates, under Gen. Henry Heth, tested the Union
lines at Fort Mitchell, but they were repelled and
had to retreat southward. As quickly as they had
come, the Squirrel Hunters went home, back across
the pontoon bridge. General Wallace publicly
thanked the people of the region and the volun
teers for their help.
The bridge proved especially handy later when
the Louisville telegraph line at the bottom of the
river broke: a replacement line was quickly laid
across the bridge's planks. The pontoon bridge
lasted until mid-November 1862; most impor
tantly, it was this pontoon bridge that convinced
leaders that it was vital for the incomplete Suspen
sion Bridge to be finished. In September 2004 a
Kentucky State Highway Marker was dedicated
near the foot of Greenup St., designating the spot
where the pontoonbridge had joined the Kentucky
shore. Nearby, a floodwall mural depicts the his
toric pontoon bridge crossing (see Roebling

owned the business and have continued under the

Mazzei family more recently.
Pompilio's is where the famous toothpick
scene, involving actors Dustin Hoffman and Tom
Cruise, took place in the 1988 Oscar-winning
movie Rain Man. Visitors often look for the yel
low table where Rain Man (Hoffman) ordered pan
cakes in the movie. "If it is Tuesday, I want pan
cakes,” he mumbled. Later, Rain Man spilled a box
oftoothpicks and immediately called out the num
ber of picks on the floor to the amazed Cruise. An
other Hollywood production, the 1993 skateboard
movie Airborne, also filmed a scene at Pompilio's.
For Airborne, the outside of the building was dec
orated beyond recognition.
Over the years additions have been made (din
ing rooms, boccie ball courts, parking spots), but
Pompilio's remains what it has been for more than
75 years, a neighborhood establishment with re
gional appeal and a new national interest.
"For Pompilio's and Newport It Has Been 63 Years of
Amore,” KE, October 2, 1996, B1 A.

Sweeney, Michael R. “Pompilio's Restaurant, a Cen
tennial History: 70 Years of Spaghetti and More,”
NKH 11, no. 2 (Spring-Summer 2004): 2–20.

Murals).

summer 1862, Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky
were targeted for invasion by the Confederate armies
of generals Braxton Bragg, Kirby Smith, and Henry

There was another pontoon bridge in the vicin
ity. It was a few miles up the Licking River, linking
what was then Camp King (Meinken Field) in Ken
ton Co. to the Moock Rd. area in Wilder, Campbell
Co., in order to solidify the line of defense across
Northern Kentucky. A pontoon bridge was also
built at Paducah during the Civil War, by U.S. Army
engineers; it took them about three months to con

artist at the Pedagogical University of Luhansk,

Heth (see Civil War). After a Confederate victory at

struct it.

Ukraine.

Richmond, Ky., the South hoped to gain control of
Cincinnati, then the seventh-largest city in the na
tion and a major manufacturing center with strong
commercial ties to the South. By September 1862,

with the Cincinnati Chamber Orchestra, the

Kentucky Symphony Orchestra, and the Rus

Michael R. Sweeney

sian Chamber Orchestra of San Francisco. He has

also served as featured artist and adjudicator for
the Ohio and Kentucky chapters of the Music
Teachers National Association, highlighted artist
at the NKU Summer Piano Institute, and visiting

His daughter Anna Polusmiak (born 1983 in
Kharkiv, Ukraine) has flourished as a concert pia
nist under her father's tutelage and has performed
in numerous European and North American

PONTOON BRIDGES, CIVIL WAR. In late

Gen. Lew Wallace, later author of Ben Hur, had as

Venues.

sumed command of Union forces at Cincinnati and

Gwynne, Bill. Sergei Polusmiak: Sergei Plays Sergei
(and Alexander). Cincinnati: Cricket Records,
1995. Recording annotations.
Hutton, Mary Ellyn. “Pianist and Teacher Building a
Legacy at NKU," CP December 2, 2005, 1B.
— "Young Piano Lioness Is Guest at CSO." CP.
April 25, 2006, 1B.

called for volunteers to protect the city. Thousands of
citizen-soldier farmers, known as Squirrel Hunters,
responded. They crossed the Ohio River on a hastily
constructed pontoon bridge made of coalbarges.
It was assembled within a 30-hour period, from
roughly noon September 2 to sunset September 3.
Architect Wesley M. Cameron (1813–1895) had

Adams, Roger C. "Panic on the Ohio," Journal of
Kentucky Studies 9 (September 1992): 80–98.
CDE archives, August–November 1862.
Cornell, Si. "Cameron Bridge—Why Not?" CP. Janu
ary 10, 1963, 11.

Frank Leslie's Weekly, September 27, October 4,
1862. Excellent contemporary lithographs of the
pontoon bridge.
Ramage, James A. "Panic in Cincinnati,” Blue & Gray
Magazine 3, no.5 (April–May 1986): 12–15.
Roth, David F. “Squirrel Hunters' to the Rescue."
Blue & Gray Magazine 3, no.5 (April–May 1986):
16–18,
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In 1998 Poore was cited as an excellent role
model for students and became one of the "stars"

on the Williamstown Independent Schools Board
of Education Wall of Fame. He and members of his

family have purchased their ancestral farm along
Barnes Rd., where they plan to build an upscale
residential development centered on the family's
preserved and restored farmhouse. Currently,
Poore lives in Florence and practices medicine
half-time at Warsaw.

"Dr. Poore Moves to Warsaw." Grant County News,
June 15, 2006, 3.

Feldman, Jason. "Big Changes Expected at Barnes
Road Interchange." Grant County News, July 17,
2002, 1.

Kinman, Marlene. "Grant County, a County Whose
Apontoon bridge over the Licking River near Covington.

Walden, Geoffrey R. "The Defenses of Cincinnati,"
Blue & Gray Magazine 3, no.5 (April–May 1986).
19–33.

Workum, Bert. "A Confederate Threat Roused Sup
port for Suspension Bridge,"KP Iuly 12, 1982,4K.
Patrick M. Flannery
POOCK, KATHERINE HALL (b. January 28,
1886, Covington, Ky.; d. April 12, 1948, Cincin
nati, Ohio). Singer Katherine Hall was the daugh
terof John and Ida Herndon Hall. The family lived
at various locations in Covington but mostly at
644 Sanford St. Katherine's mother, who was wid

owed, taught in the Covington Public Schools (see
Covington Independent Schools). In 1911
Katherine played the role of Kathyrn Nordyk in
Covington playwright Will Smith's Thanks to
Bettina. In that production she sang "Childhood
Dreams" before an appreciative audience on the
stage at Covington's Trinity Episcopal Church.

Katherine graduated from the Cincinnati College
of Music in Cincinnati, where she was the recipient
of the prestigious Springer Gold Medal for out
standing work as a student in music education. She
went on to appear as a soloist in the Cincinnati
May Festival and with the Cincinnati Symphony
Orchestra. A member of Trinity Episcopal Church,
she also sang there. She became the president of
several musical clubs and societies throughout
Greater Cincinnati. In April 1948 she died of cere
bral hemorrhage at the Verona Apartments on
Park Ave. in the Walnut Hills section of Cincinnati

and was survived by no children. Her husband,
Louis Poock, had died in 1923. She was buried in

Highland Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.

Co. physician, politician, and entrepreneur is the
son of G. J. and Pearl Harris Poore. In 1948 the
Poores moved to Barnes Rd. in Williamstown,

where Floyd graduated from the Williamstown
High School in 1955 (see Williamstown Inde
pendent Schools). He earned a BA from George
town (Ky.) College in 1958 and in 1962 graduated
from the University of Louisville Medical School,
he was the second-youngest graduate in the medi
cal school's history. He was first married in 1957 to
Shirley Thomas of Louisville; he married Margaret
Mayo in 1972. He has six children.
Beginning in 1963, Poore practiced medicine
in Florence, Ky., where he was a leader in develop
ing the Florence Medical Arts facilities. From
1992 through 2006, he practiced jointly with
Michael Goodman, with whom he developed
the Family Medical Center on Barnes Rd. in
Williamstown.

A longtime friend of Dr. Bill Collins and his
wife, Poore served as secretary of transportation
from 1983 to 1985 in the cabinet of Kentucky gov
ernor Martha Layne Collins (1983–1987), Bill Col.
lins's wife. Poore later ran for governor and from
1987 to 1990 was a public liaison officer for Ken
tucky governor Wallace Wilkinson (1987–1991).
During this period, Poore was credited with bring
ing into Northern Kentucky $750 million in state
and federal moneys; he sometimes flew to Wash
ington, D.C., to lobby for roads, bridges, and inter
changes, along with Williamstown mayor Herbert
Caldwell. Projects Poore was involved with in
cluded the AA Highway through Campbell Co., a
new bridge on Ky. Rt. 36 near Cordova, a new Ky.
Rt. 22 running west from Falmouth to William
stown to I-75, and Williamstown's Barnes Rd. I-75

Covington City Directories, 1890–1910.
"Covington Enjoys 'First Night of a Local Author's

Comedy." KP December 16, 1911, 3.
Highland Cemetery Records, Fort Mitchell, Ky.
"Katherine Hall Poock Dies; Symphony Orchestra
Soloist and Active in Several Clubs." CE, April 13,
1948, 6C.

POORE, FLOYD G. (b. August 25, 1937, near
Flingsville, Grant Co., Ky.) This prominent Grant

interchange. Pooreturned the first shovelful of dirt
in July 2002 for the interchange, which provides
faster emergency medical connections with St.
Elizabeth-Grant Co. Hospital (see St. Elizabeth
Medical Center) on Barnes Rd. He also helped
obtain federal funds for development of the Dry
Ridge Industrial Park, where Dana Corporation
currently provides many manufacturing jobs for
Grant Co. citizens.

Time Has Come," Back Home in Kentucky,
January–February 1992, 14.

POPLAR GROVE. Poplar Grove is a commu
nity in northern Owen Co. along U.S. 127, just
south of where Ky. Rt. 1316 intersects from the
north. It is within the Poplar Grove Precinct. Life
there centers on the Poplar Grove Baptist Church,
located eight miles north of Owenton. Both the
church (established in 1827) and the post office
(operated from 1838 to 1903) derived their names
from the area's grove of yellow poplar trees. Poplar
Grove had a one-room schoolhouse for many
years. The community was best known as the home
of Rev. John Allie Lee, a hymn writer and a dedi
cated patriot. He made sure that each boy from
Owen Co. who went off to World War I had adol.

lar in his pocket, and he was the impetus behind
the erection of the Soldier's Monument at the

Owenton Cemetery. There have been several busi
nesses at Poplar Grove:grocery stores, a drugstore,
a blacksmith, a pool hall, and a bowling alley; and
various doctors have practiced medicine there.
Poplar Grove was also the longtime home of Rena
Lusby Yancey, a local historian and poet, author
of Kentucky Trails, a book of poems.
Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: "Sweet Owen." Louisville, Ky: Standard,
1976.

POPULIST PARTY. The Populist Party, also
known as the People's Party, was a short-lived U.S.
political organization established during the late
19th century. Neverstrongly supported in Northern
Kentucky, it flourished mainly among farmers in
the western and the Great Plains states. The move.

ment grew out of economic discontent over the col
lapse in farm product prices during the economic
Panic of 1873. In the late 1880s, the Farmers Alli

ance was formed, which had as its goal that collec
tive action would be taken by farmers against com
modity brokers, railroads, and eastern banking
interests, which were blamed by farmers for their
falling income. A Kentucky branch of the Farmers
Alliance opened in 1890 and backed independent
candidates for office that year. In 1891, the Populist
Party was founded in Cincinnati, and its first official
political ticket was nominated at Covington that
year. In the 1892 state election campaign, the

724

PORK-PACKING

organization supported the Populist Party, which
ran a full slate of candidates in Kentucky. The Popu
list Party collected 25,631 votes and elected one state
senator and 12 state representatives.
In Northern Kentucky, the Populist Party ran
many relatively unknown candidates and had
limited success. Its local ticket was led by one Pro
fessor Crawley, J. J. McDermott, and John Oster.
The Populist Party in Kentucky had its greatest
support among farmers residing in the tobacco
belt. The national Populist Party adopted a politi
cal agenda opposing many capitalist ideologies: it
called for abandonment of the gold standard, un
limited coinage of silver, the abolishment of na
tional banks, graduated income tax rates, the di
rectelection of senators, and an eight-hour workday.
In the 1892 presidential election, the Populist Par
ty's candidate, James B. Weaver, received more
than 1 million votes and carried four states, Colo

rado, Idaho, Kansas, and Nevada. During the 1896
campaign, U.S. treasury secretary John G. Car
lisle, a Democrat, came back to his native Coving
ton, Ky., to make a speech at the Odd Fellows Hall
(see Independent Order of Odd Fellows), at Fifth
St. and Madison Ave. During his speech, Carlisle
was driven from the stage by an angry mob of Popu
list Party supporters, railing against his support of
the gold standard. By the time of the 1896 election,
economic conditions had begun to improve, and
the Democratic Party sought to strengthen its base
by supporting many Populist ideas.
Those two developments caused serious ero
sion of Populist support and the ultimate demise
of the party. However, the debate over the gold
standard and "free silver" continued to rage and
was one of the factors leading to the assassination
in 1900 of Kentucky governor William Goebel
(1900). In later years, many of the Populist Party's
ideas were adopted into law. The country began
electing senators directly, instituted a graduated
income tax, abandoned the gold standard, and
eventually arrived at an eight-hour workday. Some
economists, but certainly not all, agree with the
Populist Party's position that remaining on the
gold standard often created problems associated
with tight money and exacerbated the banking cri
sis that occurred during the Great Depression.
Clark, Thomas D. A History of Kentucky. New York:
Prentice Hall, 1937.

"People's Party–An Organization Being Perfected in
Kenton," KP September 3, 1894.
“The People's Ticket (J. J. McDermott and Professor
Crawley Nominated for the Legislature)," KJ, July
14, 1891, 3.

PORK-PACKING. See Meatpacking.
PORTER, WILLIAM S. (b. 1824, Newport, Ky;
d. September 10, 1889, Newport, Ky.) Pioneering
American photographer William Southgate Porter
was the son of Walter and Mary Stewart Porter.
William S. Porter and his Newport business part
ner, Charles Fontayne (1814–1901), made a major
contribution to the history of American photogra
phy with The Cincinnati Panorama of 1848,
which was published in September 1848. They

climbed onto a roof in Newport, about where
Newport-on-the-Levee is located today, and set
up a camera to photograph a panoramic view of
Cincinnati's riverfront. In eight whole-plate da
guerreotype images, each 6 1/2 by 8 1/2 inches, they
produced the earliest photo of Cincinnati. It covers

Covington Ticket, September 16, 1876, 4. Advertise
ment.

“Daguerreotype Studio Opens on Madison St.” CJ,
January 29, 1855, 3.
Kesterman, M'Lisa, and Keith Kuhn. “The Cincinnati

Panorama,” Timeline 18, no. 1 (January–February
2001): 14–25.

a two-mile stretch of the Ohio River riverfront,

“Man First Appears before the Camera's Eye,” Life,
from the public landing on the west (left) to what
was then the village of Fulton, Ohio, on the east
(right). Because there were no bridges or floodwalls

“National Magazines Take Note of Cincinnati,” CP.

at the time, and because the level of the river was

Paschke, Margaret, “If Woods Had Tongues and

much lower than it is today, many of the long-lost
and forgotten buildings and streets of Cincinnati
appear in that photographic panorama. The pho
tograph shows more than 60 steamboats, many

Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati.
Williams, Caroline. “A Spot in Kentucky." CE, Sep

of which have been identified as research into the

Michael R. Sweeney

contents of this daguerreotype continues. The pic
ture clearly demonstrates how, because of its river
trade, Cincinnati became the sixth-largest city in
the United States by 1850 and the nation's largest
inland port; and it suggests how neighboring New
port and Covington also benefited from Cincin
nati's economic fortunes. For some, this panorama
depicted the promise and opportunities of an area
that during the 1860s was still being viewed as part
of the American West. The piece was shown at sev
eral exhibitions worldwide during the 19th cen
tury, but then it was lost for many years, until Por
ter's son sold the plates to the Cincinnati library in
1948. Today, the images from this daguerreotype
can be seen as a printed mural on a wall in the li
brary's circulation department; the original plates
are preserved in the library's files. William Porter
also crafted another outstanding panoramic view,
that of Philadelphia's Fairmont Waterworks, in
May 1848.
Porter's relationship with Fontayne ended in
1856, when Fontayne moved to Cleveland, Ohio,
he returned to the Cincinnati area for a short time

again, before leaving for New Jersey. Advertise
ments for photographic galleries that Porter oper
ated appeared in newspapers in both Cincinnati
and Northern Kentucky until his death. He had
photographic shops on Fourth St. in Cincinnati,
on Madison Ave. in Covington, and on York St. in
Newport. At his death in 1889, his gallery was lo
cated on Beech St. in the Walnut Hills section of

Cincinnati; this gallery was inherited by his pho
tographer son, Edward P. Porter (b. 1856). William
S. Porter was buried at Spring Grove Cemetery in
Cincinnati; his wife, Francis P. Porter, survived

him. Today, William Porter's photographs are col
lector's items. He produced countless individual
and family portraits and became a well-known
scene painter for Cincinnati theatrical perfor

mances, but unlike many artists, Porter produced
his grandest achievement, The Cincinnati Pan
orama of 1848, near the beginning of his career;
he was 24 at the time.

April 26, 1954, 146–53.
April 23, 1954, 16.
Walls Had Ears,” KP, January 5, 1970,6K.

tember 21, 1969, 2H.

PORTER-FALLIS-LOVELL HOUSE. One of

Northern Kentucky's largest single-family homes,
the historic Porter-Fallis-Lovell House, at 412 E.

Second St. in Covington, was built by Thomas Por
ter in the early 1850s, originally in the Tuscan Villa
style. Porter was a Cincinnati merchant who had
been born in Flemingsburg and had moved to
Covington in 1849. In 1861 he sold the house to
Daniel James Fallis, a native of Fredericksburg,
Va., who had moved in 1853 to Cincinnati and had

become a prosperous banker. Fallis and his wife,
Ann Poage, had two children, John, who died in
1893, and Harriet. After Daniel Fallis's death of a

heart attack on June 9, 1893, he was buried in the

Highland Cemetery in Fort Mitchell, Ky. When
Daniel Fallis's wife, Ann, died on January 8, 1897,
she left the house to her daughter, Harriet, who was
married to Charles G. Rodgers.
In about 1900 Harriett Fallis Rodgershired the
Cincinnati architectural firm of Elzner and An

derson to enlarge and remodel the house. At that
time, it acquired its present Colonial details, in
cluding a massive two-story portico on the Second
St. side and a new classical frieze that united the

third-floor addition and the new two-story east
and west wings. The family lived in the house until
Harriet's death on June 13, 1922.

May F. Rodgers Lovell, the daughter of How
ard and Harriet, continued to live in the house

until her death on March 6, 1950. She was mar
ried to Howell Lewis Lovell Jr., an heir of the

Lovell-Buffington Tobacco Company fortune
of Covington. After the death of May Lovell, the

house became the property of a niece, Annie
Pierce Kershaw, the wife of Judge Jacob Kershaw.
In 1950 it was purchased by Mrs. Julius P. Gian
cola, and later by Dean Howe Jr., who eventually
became curator of a nonprofit organization, Mi
mosa Restoration Inc., that operated the house as
a museum until 1998. The house was purchased
by private owners in 1999 and has been com
pletely restored.

William S. Porter resided in a stately house that
is still standing at 1850 Dixie Highway in Fort
Wright.

Biographical Cyclopedia of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky. Chicago. John M. Gresham, 1896.

"Another Nonagenarian Gone," DC, May 22, 1880, 1.

Greve, Charles Theodore. Centennial History of

Driehaus, Bob. “Mimosa Curators Leave,” KP, Sep
tember 1, 1998, 1.

Cincinnati City Directory, 1890–1892.
“The City,” KSJ, September 24, 1889, 3.

Cincinnati and Representative Citizens. Vol. 2.

Chicago: Biographical, 1904.

POST & COMPANY

Langsam, Walter E. Great Houses of the Queen City.

“Civil-Rights Pioneer Porterfield Honored," KE, July

Cincinnati: Cincinnati Historical Society, 1997.

25, 2002, C1.
“Rosella French Porterfield," KP, November 8, 2004,

Jack Wessling
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“Rosella French Porterfield, 85, Helped Integrate
PORTERFIELD, ROSELLA FRENCH (b. De

cember 28, 1918, near Owensboro, Ky; d. Novem
ber 6, 2004, Florence, Ky). Teacher, librarian, and
civil rights pioneer Rosella French Porterfield

was one of eight children born to a poor farming
couple. The family lived about 12 miles south of
Owensboro, Ky., on a 40-acre farm that her father
had inherited, in a community known as Crane
Pond Frog's Ankle Station. Rosella's early educa
tion was in an all-black one-room schoolhouse
about three miles from her home. After she fin

ished there, she attended the all-black Western

High School in Owensboro, where she was vale
dictorian of her graduating class. She then entered
Kentucky State College at Frankfort and earned a
BA in English in 1940. Rosella married Vernon
Porterfield in 1944 and they had one son, David.
The family moved into a home on Chambers Rd. in
Walton, where Rosella lived for the remainder of
her life.

Porterfield's first teaching position was at the
all-black Dunbar School in Elsmere. She had no
automobile, so she traveled to school each morn

ing on a Greyhound bus that operated between
Lexington and Cincinnati. One morning, she
started to sit near the front of the bus and was told

by the driver that blacks had to sit in the back. She
sternly informed the driver that she had three
brothers in U.S. military service, fighting for their

country, and that fact entitled her to sit anywhere
she chose. The other passengers all applauded her
action, and a white serviceman, home on furlough,
stood up and offered her his seat. Porterfield said
that she never considered herself an activist, or

even a role model, but she did not appreciate being
treated like a second-class citizen. She taught the
first three grades at Dunbar School for seven years
and then became head teacher at the all-black new

Wilkins Heights School, part of the Erlanger
Elsmere Schools. When she arrived at her new po
sition, she found no books or supplies, not even an
encyclopedia. She immediately told the Erlanger
Elsmere school superintendent, Edgar Arnett, that
she needed materials to properly teach, and he saw
that they were provided. When the U.S. Supreme
Court ruling in 1954 made segregated schools ille
gal, the Erlanger-Elsmere School District, at the
urging of Porterfield, became one of the first dis
tricts in Kentucky to desegregate peaceably. Por
terfield retired from teaching in 1980, and the
community honored her by naming an Elsmere
playground and a school library for her. For many

Schools,” CE, November 10, 2004, C4.

trict of Carrollton. In 1838 the town of Port Wil

mouth of the Kentucky River where it meets the
Ohio River, was originally the county seat of Galla
tin Co. The community was established as a town

liam was renamed Carrollton and that portion of
Gallatin Co. became a part of a newly created
county named Carroll Co.

on December 13, 1794. Several Europeans had vis
ited the area much earlier. In March 1751, pioneer
explorer Christopher Gist and a companion

Carroll Co. Deed Book A, 1-13; Book B, 1–3.

came down the Ohio River, to the site where Port

Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
Kentucky Gazette, January 10, 1789; September 20,

William was later built, on their way to the Falls
of the Ohio (later Louisville). Explorer James

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.

1794.

Evelyn Welch

McBride came to the area in 1754, while on an

expedition on the Ohio River. Port William was
named for Col. William Peachey, who received a
2,000-acre tract from the British government for
his services in the French and Indian War in

1760. Records indicate that in 1771, explorer Si
mon Kenton camped on Peachey's land, and
James Harrod camped there with his group of set
tlers while making his way to establish the first
permanent settlement in Kentucky at Harrods
burg in 1774.
The earliest attempts to settle at Port William
were not successful. The Ohio River Valley was the
home and hunting ground of American Indian
tribes, who were not always friendly to settlers. For
example, a log house built at Port William by a

family named Elliott was burned by Indians in

POST & COMPANY. Post & Company was a
manufacturer of railway supplies, such as
passenger-car hardware, lamps, luggage racks,
locomotive headlights, and switch locks. Lamps
appear to have been a specialty; they were very
ornamental and beautifully finished in bright
brass or bronze in the Queen Anne and Eastlake

styles. The firm also made student lamps for
household use. For at least the decade of the

1880s, Post & Company operated in Northern
Kentucky.
The founding dates of 1854 and 1863 have been
offered for the business, but it is believed the latter

date is correct based on biographical details avail
able for the principal partner, Henry Albertson

1785. A Captain Ellison, who built a blockhouse

Van Zo Post (1832–1914). Post was a member of an

there, also left the area within two years after arriv
ing in 1786–1787. In 1790 Peachey sold land par
cels to Benjamin Craig and James Hawkins. In
1791, Gen. Charles Scott, who was later a Kentucky
governor, built at the confluence of the rivers a
larger blockhouse that was elevated and fortified
with picket palisades. The location allowed Scott's
command, the Kentucky Volunteers, to have a
view up and down the riverbanks. Although there
was still danger, the protection that Scott's men
provided encouraged settlers to move in. Some 613
acres of Peachey's land grant was used to plat out

early New York City family. His father was an iron
master, and Henry worked as a draftsman as a
young man. He joined the U.S. Army and was seri
ously wounded at the Civil War Battle of Antie
tam, September 1862. Leaving the army as a colo
nel, he settled in Cincinnati during the following
year. He formed a partnership with Charles C. Per
kins and Edward Livingston to establish a railway
supply company on W. Front St., and the business
was incorporated in 1869 with Post as the presi
dent. He returned to New York City about two
years later to become a banker and remained there

the town of Port William in 1792. The new land

until his death.

owners advertised lots for sale on Saturday Sep
tember 20, 1794, in the Lexington Gazette, citing
Benjamin Craig and James Hawkins as among the
town's sellers. Another ad in the paper on October

Post was succeeded by an up-and-coming
business leader, Joseph Kinsey (1828–1889), who
began his career in the hardware trade as a clerk
but advanced quickly to become a partner in Tyler,
Davidson & Company. In the early 1860s, he
joined the Globe Rolling Mill, located near the
present-day I-75 bridge. By 1866 he was president

11, 1794, declared: “A new town, mouth of the Ken

tucky, to be sold."
The trustees of Port William met at the home

of Richard Masterson, naming Percival Butler
(Kentucky's first adjutant general) as town clerk,
court, the church, and the jail were housed in the
homes of citizens until proper buildings could be
erected. The first courthouse of Port William was

made of logs and located along Water St., near the
Ohio River. The first tavern was built also along
Water St. in 1805; it was the Point House, an estab

2003, 1C.

and these activities led to the growth and prosper

PORT WILLIAM. Port William, located at the

and John Vanpelt took the oath of sheriff. The

“Before Rosa, There was Rosella,” CP. December 18,

trappers and traders, but by 1800, it also had a pro
duce market and merchants selling wares. The
confluence of the Kentucky and Ohio Rivers
proved ideal for importing and exporting goods,
ity of the town. Homes and buildings of old Port
William are visible today within the historic dis

years she was a member of the Zion Baptist
Church in Walton, where she served as Sunday
School superintendent, organist, teacher, and choir
director. She died at age 85 in the St. Luke Hospital
West, in Florence, Ky. Funeral services were held at
the First Baptist Church in Elsmere, and she was
buried in the Richwood Cemetery in Walton.
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lishment visited by Gen. George Rogers Clark.
Port William was already known as a center for

of that firm.

Post & Company had its factory on E. Front St.
in Cincinnati. A large office, showroom, and ware
house stood at the corner of Pearl and Elm Sts. In

June 1879, the Front St. factory burned. Afterward
a large number of employees were sent into the ru
ined building to salvage whatever could be saved.
Suddenly, the top floor collapsed and fell, taking
several other floors with it. Seven people were
killed and many were injured. Kinsey was present
during this ill-advised search.
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Rather than rebuild the old plant, it was de
cided to begin anew in Ludlow, Ky. A handsome
brick factory measuring 60 by 160 feet was built
near the river's edge just east of the Cincinnati
Southern Railway bridge. By 1890 a sizable wing
built of corrugated iron and an L-shaped brass
foundry with 25 furnaces had been added. There
were 50 metallathes in the lock department alone,
and three to six pattern-makers were kept busy
turning out wooden patterns for the casting de
partment. In all, 240 workers were employed in
this large and crowded factory. In July 1881, the
company had abundant orders and shipped to cus
tomers around the globe. Post & Company was in
troducing a new line of lamps, baggage racks, and
sash locks. A new 100-horsepower Corliss engine
was being readied to boost production.
Meanwhile, a five-story warehouse of the com
pany on Pearl St. in Cincinnati was stocking the
wares of other manufacturers, such as Babcox and

Wilcox boilers, Krupp tires, Roebling wire rope,
Tredegar spikes, and Hicks and Smith double
burner center lamps. The Pullman sleeping-car
company had adopted the latter style of car lamp.
An entirely new product line, telegraph keys,
sounders, and relays, had been added in the late
1870s. Telephones were also made, because Cin
cinnati was a pioneer in adopting this new means
of communications.

Yet, Post & Company was hardly the lone rail
way supplier in the nation; the competition between

the rival firms was intense. Price-cutting reduced
the profit on many items to a thin margin, and
seemingly every large city had its own wholesale
railway supplier. Chicago, for example, had two
such large businesses, John Crerar and Adams and
Westlake. Overshadowing all suppliers was the gi
ant New York firm of Manning, Maxwell, and
Moore, established in 1880. This jobber and dis
tributor came to dominate the trade by employing
supersalesmen, such as Diamond Jim Brady. Post&
Company began to break down in the 1880s. In
1886 E. A. Kinsey, the secretary of the company,
took over the retail sales part of the business in a

"Col. Henry A. V. Post." NYT January 27, 1914,9.
Kenny, David I. Illustrated Cincinnati. Cincinnati:
Geo. E. Stevens, 1875.

National Car Builder 12 (July 1881): 77; 23 (April

Of the post offices that have existed in the
region, 143 (40%) were named for local persons
or families, and 21 (6%) honored prominent non
locals; 29 offices (8%) were named for distant

1892): 66.

"Works of Post & Co. Located at Ludlow, Ky., near

Cincinnati." Street Railway Journal 6 (February
1890):70.

"Yesterday's Horror." CC, June 6, 1879, l.
John H. White

places, while 59 (17%) had the names of nearby
features (mostly streams); 20 (6%) were given
geographically descriptive names; 7 were named
after local or area activities (usually economic)
or the businesses that engaged in them; another 4
referred to the counties themselves; and 9 had

other derivations. For the remaining 62 post of
POST OFFICES. Within the 11 counties of

Northern Kentucky, there were fewer than four

dozen post offices in operation by the turn of the
millennium, out of the 354 that have existed at

some time over the years. Most of the active post
offices were the center of villages with concentrated
populations, and nearly all served at least astore or
two, a church, a school, a landing, or a rail station.
Noteverytown has a post office, however. Many of
the currently incorporated towns, as well as other
communities and rural portions of the Ohio River
Valley, are served by branchesofactive post offices,
such as the Covington post office.
The names given to post officeshave been richly
varied, and although the origins of some names are
obvious or have been recorded, other name origins
have been lost. Furthermore, post office names
have changed for various reasons: Names derived
from persons or places known to or admired by
their name-givers but having little to do with the
place itself or of no significance to later residents,
were often changed. So were namesassociated with
abandoned establishments such as stagecoach
stops, landings, mills, or rail stations. Names were

also changed in response to alterations in the ap
pearance orcharacter of the place or to commemo
rate some important event that occurred there af.
ter the original naming. Some changes were made
to improve the community's public image.

fices (18%), no name derivation has been deter

mined. A post office does not always bear the
same name as the place it serves; in Northern
Kentucky, 66 offices (19%) served communities,
neighborhoods, rail stations, or landings with
other names. And 70 post offices (20%) experi
enced name changes.
Followingisalistofall the post offices that have
operated in the 11 counties of Northern Kentucky.

Currently active post offices are designated by
italics.

Boone Co.

Banes, 1830-1831
Beaver Lick, 1853–1944

Belleview, 1826–1828; reestablished, as Grant,
1826–1974

Big Bone Lick, 1820–? and 1829–1831
Bigbone, 1890–1941
Boon Court House, 1807; name changed to Bur
lington, 1820–present
Bullittsburg, 1813–1814
Bush's Cross Roads, 1829, name changed to New
Lancaster, 1832–1839, reestablished as Grubb,
1877–1879

Carlton, 1879, name changed to Rabbit Hash,
1879–1912

new location on W. Fourth St. in Cincinnati. Four

years later, George Puchta and F.X. Pund, as part of
their Queen City Supply Company, absorbed the
wholesale branch of Post & Company. Joseph Kin
sey's death in 1889 hardly helped the fortunes of the
business. In April 1892 the Dayton Manufacturing
Company took over the manufacturing end of the
business and the factory in Ludlowandabandoned
the making of railroadcar hardware.
OliverKinsey, the secretary of Post& Company,
organized a new company, the Post-Glover Electric
Company, which made electrical apparatus for steel
mills and mines. How much longer the Northern
Kentucky shop remained in operation is uncertain.
One relic that exists from this long-forgotten

***

business is a locomotive headlight dating from
about 1876 that is on display in the National Mu
seum of American History in Washington, D.C.
Barrett, Richard C.Illustrated Encyclopedia of Rail
road Lighting Vol. 1. Rochester, N.Y.: Railroad Re
search Publications, 1994.

U.S. Post Office and Federal Building. Third and Scott Sts., Covington, designed by William
Appleton Potter, Supervising architect of the U.S. Treasury with M. P. Smith as the local superin
tendent, dedicated in 1876 and demolished in 1968.

POST OFFICES

Connersville, 1828; name changed to Florence,
1830–present
Constance, 1853–present

Corneliusville, 1827; name changed to Mitchells
ville, 1848; to Bullittsville, 1853–1918

Crescent, 1888; name changed to Devon, 1907–

Elmgrove, 1890–1940
Foster's Landing, 1847; name changed to Foster,
1850–present

Germantown, 1817-present

1903–1908

Guber's Mill, 1870–1872; reestablished as Gubser,
H38 –1906

Hawthorne, 1880–1914

Hayfield, 1845–1847
Indian Spring, 1858–1880; reestablished as Ross,

changed to Bethesda, 1892–1894

1880–1918

Holt's Creek, 1843–1847

Johns Hill, 1890–1913

Johnsville, 1879–1906

Lenoxburg, 1874–1906

Kennedy's Ferry, 1813; name changed to Flagg
Spring, 1817, moved to California in 1863

Locust Grove, 1830–1831

Kohler, 1900–1909

Hebron until 1968
Francisville, 1830–1845; reestablished as Sandrun,

Grant's Mill, 1817

Harmon, 1866–1870

Hillsdale, 1872–1874; reestablished, 1891; name

Elijahs Creek, 1846–1859, reestablished as Taylors
port, 1909–1959, continued as a rural branch of

Grant's Lick, 1806–1950

Gertrude, 1891–1906

1909

East Bend, 1856–1856; reestablished, 1876–1877
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Gaines, 1815; name changed to Gaines Cross
Roads, 1823; to Walton, 1840–present
Gunpowder, 1883–1907

Locust Mills, 1839–1873

Licking River, 1879–1882

Metcalfe's Landing, 1863, name changed to Brad

Marr, 1881–1882

Hamilton, 1817; closed before 1834, when it was

Milford, 1832–present

Mentor, 1882–1976

reestablished as Big Bone Landing; it became
Hamilton again, 1834; name changed to Land
ing, 1836; back to Hamilton, 1846–1944
Handysburg, 1828–1829, may never have existed

Morris, 1893–1904

Oneonta, 1890–1926

Mount Hor, 1871–1904

Persimmon Grove, 1856–1857; reestablished as

ford, 1866–1956

Neave, 1879–1906

Melbourne, 1891–present

Kane, 1860; name changed to Schoolfield, 1903–
1909

Parina, 1880–1906
in Boone Co.

Pearl, 1880–1882; reestablished, 1887–1904

Hathaway, 1886–1907
Hebron, 1858–present
Hume Store, 1891; name changed to Humestore,
1895–1897; reestablished as Hume, 1899–1916
Kite, 1884–1886

Landing, 1882, 1901–1918
Limaburgh, 1885, name changed to Limaburg,
i894–1907

Middle Creek Mills, 1846; name changed to Boone,
1858–1869

Northcutt's Store, 1858–1870

1876–1919

Petra, 1864–1904
Pools Creek, 1890–1915

Pleasant Ridge, 1837, name changed to Berlin,
1859, to Hagensville, 1859, to Berlin, 1859, to
Hagensville, 1860; to Berlin 1865; to Hagens
ville, 1865; to Berlin, 1868–1913

Silver Grove, 1913–present
Southgate, 1822–1824

Powersville, 1832–1904

Ten Mile, 1867–1910
Tibbatts Cross Roads, 1840–1875

1886–1905

Trace, 1891–1913

Stanton, 1851; name changed to Hedges, 1853; to
Hansonville, 1853–1855

Tietzville, 1870; name changed to Rockspring,
1884–1910

Walcott, 1901–1922

Richwood, 1859–1918

Willowgrove, 1891–1910

Slusher, 1853–1854; reestablished as Berkshire,
1881–1882; reestablished, 1888–1919

Woodwards Crossroads, 1825–1828; reestab
lished as Brookville (Court House) 1839–1901;

name changed to Brooksville, 1901–present

Union, 1830–present

Utzinger, 1886; name changed to Idlewild, 1890–

Rouse, 1900–1907

Santa Fe, 1848–1861; reestablished as Santafe

Petersburg, 1819–present
Piatt's Landing, 1833–1848

Touseytown, 1811

Pond Creek, 1868; name changed to Clayville,

Carroll Co.
Adcock, 1894–1903
Carson, 1894–1903

Eagle Creek, 1832–1835; reestablished as Big Lick,
1836–1837

Eagle Station, 1870–1964
Easterday, 1890–1903
English, 1876–1975
Ghent, 1816–1876; a contract post office, 1976–?

Campbell Co.

Glass Hills, 1837–1858

Alexandria, 1819–present

Lock Number One, 1845–1846

Verona, 1834–present

Bird Woods, 1852–1854

Locust, 1879–1903

Walnut Ridge, 1842–1846

Brayville, 1886–1903

Waneeda, 1901–1908

Brent, 1890–1914

1910

Bracken Co.

Augusta (or Bracken Court House), 1800–present
Belcourt, 1890–1891; reestablished as Waelder,
1901–1903

Bladeston, 1884–1886; reestablished, 1891; name

changed to Cumminsville, 1901–1933
Bracken Cross Roads, 1829

Bridgeville, 1857–1861; reestablished, 1875–1877
Browningsville, 1854–1879; reestablishedas Rama,
1881–1884

Chatham, 1871–1904
Coleman's, 1828–1830
Dix's, 1840–1842

Brooklyn, 1849–1856; reestablished as Dayton,
1867, in 1896 it became a Newport branch
California, 1852–present
Camp Springs, 1871–1907
Campbell (or Newport) Court House, 1800; name
changed to Newport, 1800–present
Carthage, 1828–1907
Cold Spring, 1832; in 1958 it merged with High
land Heights to form the Newport branch of
Cold Spring—Highland Heights
Dale, 1856–1899, replaced by Station A, Newport,
later renamed Fort Thomas

Flagg Spring, 1870; name changed to Flaggspring,
1895–1907

Mill Creek, 1847–1851

Port William, 1806; name changed to Carroll
ton, 1838–present
Prestonville, 1844–1876; reestablished as Wide

Awake, 1880; name changed to Prestonville,
1893–1957

Sandefer's Store, 1851–1873
Sanders Mill, 1816–?

Tandy, 1882–1903
Worthville, 1847–1861; reestablished, 1867–
present
Gallatin Co.

Beech Park, 1825–1844

Brasher, 1881–1887; reestablished as Brashear,
1895–193]
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Castleman's, 1831–1838

Kenton Co.

Mason Co.

Conners, 1824; name changed to Napoleon, 1841–

Atwood, 1890–1908

Bernard, 1889–1906

Bank Lick, 1848; name changed to Latonia Springs,

Bramel, 1896, name changed to Needmore, 1899–

1912

Drury, 1900–1903
Ethridge, 1886–1911
Fredericksburg, 1816; name changed to Warsaw,

1858–1874; reestablished as White House, 1876–
1879

1907

Gex, 1898–1906

Barry, 1832–1850; reestablished as Grants Bend,
1879, name changed to Springlake, 1898–1968

Chester, 1880–1892, soon incorporated into
Maysville
Dickey Tanyard, 1830
Dover, 1823–present

Glencoe, 1848–present

Brown's, 1863–1864

Ebersole's Warehouse, 1852–1855

Munk, 1900–1939

Buffington, 1893–1910
Cloyds Cross Roads, 1830–1835

Farrows Mill, 1865–1867

Covington, 1815–present

Hamer, 1848–1851

Crescent Springs, 1891–1918

Helena, 1837; name changed to Millwood, 1858–

1831–present

South Fork Big Bone, 1831–1842
Sparta Station, 1870; name changed to Sparta,
1882–present

Bank Lick, 1870–1905

Sparta, 1853–1870

Cruiser Creek, 1868

Sugar Creek, 1858; name changed to Sugar, 1894–

Dry Creek, 1825–1866
Everetts Creek, 1837; name changed to Crews
Creek, 1837, to Bagby, 1838; to Independence,

1906

Walnut Lick, 1866, name changed to Ryle, 1885–1931
Grant Co.

Court House; soon became Williamstown

Blanchett, 1891–1907
Cherokee Creek, 1830–1831(?)
Clarks Creek, 1868–1898
Cordova, 1849–1906

1861; Helena, 1861–1924
Helena Station, 1878–1937

1840–present

Arnold's, 1809–1813(?); reestablished, 1820; closed
1820; reestablished in 1822 as Williamstown

Fern Leaf, 1854–1907

Fiskburg, 1834–1858; reestablished as Fiskburgh,
1877; name changed to Fiskburg, 1894-1903
Fowler's Creek, 1855, name changed to Scott, 1866–
1917

Greenwood Station, 1877, name changed to Green
wood Lake, 1878; to Erlanger, 1882; became a
Covington branch in 1920
Honesty, 1886; name changed to Sanfordtown,
1893–1942

Howard, 1889; name changed to Sharon, 1905–
1934; reestablished as South Ripley, 1935–1944
Kennard, 1891–1904

Limestone, 1794–1795; reestablishedas Maysville,
1799–present

Mayslick, 1800–present
Mill Creek, 1830–1835, 1886; name changed to
Millcreek, 1894–1907

Minerva, 1812–present

Moranburgh, 1886; name changed to Moranburg,
1892–1907

Mount Gilead, 1837–1906

Corinth, 1868–present
Kenton, 1858–present

Murphysville, 1830–1906

Key West, 1877–1910

North Fork, 1828–1832

Latonia, 1878–1880

Peed, 1886–1906

Licking Valley, 1842–1844
Ludlow, 1864–1906, now served by a Covington

Rectorville, 1873–1915

Delia, 1890–1903

Downingsville, 1844–1846; reestablished 1847 as
Johnson's; name changed to Downingsville,
1848–1909

Dry Ridge, 1815; name changed to Collins Store,
1855; back to Dry Ridge, 1855–present

Plumbville, 1886–1906

branch

Shannon, 1830; name changed to Sardis, 1846, be
came a contract post office and rural branch of
Maysville, 1957

Elliston, 1870–1976

McGill, 1892–1893

Flingsville, 1876–1907

McVean, 1911–1913

Folsom, 1893–1916

Morgansville, 1891–1905

Foot of the Ridge, 1840–1841

Morning View, 1855–present

Slack, 1850–1884

Goldvalley, 1903–1912
Gouge's, 1855, name changed to Mason, 1877,

Mullinsville, 1899–1907

Springdale, 1865; name changed to Jenkins, 1883;
to Springdale, 1883–1964
Tangletown, 1891–1909

closed

New Canton, 1855, name changed to Visalia, 1859–
1934

Shannon, 1873–1907

Hanks, 1898–1916

Nicholson, 1888–1907

Tuckahoe, 1880–1909

Hard Scrabble, 1860–1861; reestablished as Cherry

Piner's Cross Roads, 1847–1858; reestablished as
Piner, 1891–1903

Washington Court House, 1794, shortly became
Washington, until 1990

Grove, 1891–1906

Wedonia, 1892–1924

Heekin, 1887–1903

Pruett, 1887–1907

Holbrook, 1876–1906

Ryland, 1873–1879

Keefer, 1889–1903

Williamsburg, 1813; name changed to Orange
burg, 1850–1906

Sayers, 1832–1835
Lawrenceville, 1876–1906
Leniton, 1884–1888

Macedonia, 1858–1866; reestablished 1877 as
Jonesville

South Covington, 1872; name changed to Milldale,
1880, to Latonia 1900; became part of Coving

ton in 1909 and post office became a Covington

Owen Co.
Arnold's, 1854–1857

branch

Avery, 1890–1902

Mount Zion, 1869–1871; reestablished, 1889–1913

St. Johns Asylum, 1876–1894

New Eagle Mills, 1870–1905
Sanders, 1820; name changed to Crittenden,

Staffordsburg, 1850; name changed to Beauford,

Balls Landing, 1887, name changed to Perry Park,
1932–1941

1851; name changed to Staffordsburg, 1852–1855
Staffordsburg, 1890–1902

Beechwood, 1888–1963; existed as an Owenton

Sherman, 1865–1969

Timberlake, 1829–1835

Bethany, 1876–1915

Stateley's Run, 1854–1871

Towers, 1900–1907

Breck, t&81–1904

Stewartsville, 1817; reestablished, 1867-1906

Visalia, 1826–1835

Zion Station, 1871–1952

Weaver's Mill, 1850–1851

Bromley, 1881–1906
Canby, 1873–1903

1834–present

branch until 1975
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Clay Lick, 1844; name changed to Gratz, 1851–1993
Clegg, 1901–1904

Stamperton, 1860–1863

Tur, 1895–1905

Sweet Owen, 1873–1902

Cull, 1900–1903

Swope, 1902–1909
Tackitts Mill, 1891; name changed to Tacketts Mill,

Wampum, 1891–1903
Wright's Station, 1855–1860

Dallasburg, 1850–1863; reestablished as Wheat
ley, 1886–present

1909–1951

Robertson Co.

Danish, 1900–1906

Truesville, 1876–1945

Abigail, 1883–1913

Eagle Hill, 1859–1913

Twin Meeting House, 1816; name changed to
New Liberty, 1823–present

Alhambra, 1900–1933

Eastland, 1900–1901
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Bratton's Mill, 1865–1875; reestablished as Brat
ton, 1882–1941

Elk Ridge, 1879–1881
Pendleton Co.

Ep, 1881–1903
Fairbanks, 1904–1935

Fawnburgh, 1884–1887; reestablished as Teresita,
1903–1938

Bridgeville, 1890–1915
Aspen, 1872
Aspen Grove, 1856–1862; reestablished, 1871–1873
Batchelors Rest, 1870; name changed to Mains,

Burika, 1890–1916
Hitt, 1897–1910
Kentontown, 1830–1918

1887–1903

Greenup Fork, 1876–1878
Brass Bell, 1837–1842

Mount Olivet, 1850–present

Caddo, 1887–1903

Piqua, 1889–1937

Hallam, 1883–1904

Harrisburg Academy, 1873; name changed to Har
risburgh, 1875; to Harrisburg, 1892; to Long
Ridge, 1909–1966
Hartsough, 1881–1883; reestablished as Mox
ley, 1886; name changed to Perry Park,
1941–present

Callensville, 1846–1860
Catawba, 1858–1933

Clayton, 1857, name changed to Butler, 1860–
present

Dividing Ridge, 1862–1896

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1984.
. The Post Offices of Northern Kentucky. Lake
Grove, Ore. Depot, 2004.

U.S. Post Office Department. “Site Location Reports,
1866 to 1950.” Record Group M1126, National Ar
chives, Washington, D.C.

Haydon's, 1837–1851
Hermitage, 1862–1865

Doudsville, 1851–1880; reestablished as Doudton,

Hesler, 1880–1904

Elizabeth, 1862–1903

Heslersville, 1820–1821

Emery, 1894–1903

Hills, 1869–1875; reestablished as East Eagle,

Ezra, 1901–1905

the Great Depression. Local political entities

Flower Creek, 1832–1874

were overwhelmed by the need for assistance. By

Flynnville (or Flinnville), 1867–1869

1935 the situation was so dire that in Newport au
thorities stopped a mob from stealing food from a
local supermarket. In Covington things were not
much better: people blocked traffic to draw atten

Robert M. Rennick
1883–1903

POWERTY. Perhaps the starkest demonstrations

1875–1912

Jameson's, 1850; name changed to Harmony, 1852–
1904

Lee's Mills, 1849, name changed to New Colum

Four Oaks, 1891–1903
Gardnersville, 1858–1908

bus, 1852–1908

of poverty in Northern Kentucky occurred during

Goforth, 1881–1907

tion to their desperation. Families were living on

Lemon, 1882–1884

only $2 a week. Some were literally starving Cities

Lone Oak, 1873–1875

Grassy Creek, 1820; name changed to DeMoss
ville, 1854–present

Lusby's Mill, 1852; name changed to Lusby, 1894–

Greenwood Hill, 1878–1879

sions but few resources to satisfy the needs of their
citizens. Northern Kentucky in these years, and in
the years before and after, shared the views of pov
erty prevalent in the state and the nation,
Poverty existed in America as early as colonial
times. In 1720 the New Jersey colony, for instance,
passed a law that permitted ships to be searched for
old persons, especially aged widows; they were to
be sent away so as to avoid the spread of pauperism.
A century later, Liwwat Boke, a pioneer woman,
wrote her observations of how the poor, the infirm,
and the aged were treated at the end of their voyage
from Germany to the United States. Passengers
who had not paid for their travel were kept on the
ship until someone purchased them, and people
who were not young and strong (thus able to work)
sometimes lay on the ship for weeks, until they
died. Selling the labor of the poor was practiced
openly as late as the 1930s.
Throughout U.S. history, public policy has
danced between two opposing views: the poor
themselves are responsible for their poverty, or the
system is responsible. The “blame the poor" prem
ise suggests that the poor must be prodded to
change their ways. The “blame the system” argu

1903

Hightower, 1890–1903
Macedonia, 1858, name changed to West Union,

Ivor, 1893

1866–1888

Mallorys, 1888–1903
Margaret, 1892–1898
Marion, 1819–1820; reestablished, 1832–1834
Morgadore, 1901–1909
Mountain Island, 1816(?)–1827

Johnson, 1830–1835
Knoxville, 1848–1849; reestablished, 1860–1906

Levingood, 1866–1909
Licking Grove, 1840–1843; reestablished as Ash
Run, 1844–1857

Magoburgh, 1885; name changed to Aulick, 1885–
Mouth of Cedar, 1816; name changed to Cedar
Creek, 1825; to Monterey, 1847–1965

1893; reestablished as Ernst, 1897–1898
Marcus, 1891–1903

Natlee, 1898–1905
New, 1895–1938
North Savern, 1871–1876

Owenton, 1822–present
Pleasant Home, 1860–1907

Poplar Grove, 1838–1903

McKinneysburg, 1890–1929
Meridian, 1855; name changed to Boston Station,
1860–1922

Morgan, 1856–1957
Motier, 1839–1872; reestablished 1873; name

changed to Carntown, 1891–1920

Proverb, 1916–1919

Mount Auburn, 1879–1902

Rock Dale, 1852–1864; reestablished 1868; name

Ossipee, 1890; name changed to Pindell, 1902–1905

changed to Rockdale, 1895–1952
Savern, 1849–1863

Scott's Mill, 1848–1849, reestablished as Stamper's
Mills, 1849–1851

Peach Grove, 1875–1907

Pendleton Court House, 1800; name changed to
Falmouth, 1807–present

and counties had relief committees and commis

Penshurst, 1887–1903

ment suggests that one of the purposes of govern
Severn Creek, 1827–1839

Slayton, 1895–1905
Squiresville, 1871–1903

Portland, 1884–1904; reestablished as Schuler,
1891-1905

Travellers Rest, 1833–1842

ment is to provide for the most vulnerable citizens,
as well as to create a system that provides equal op
portunity to obtain society's scarce resources. As a
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nation, the United States embraces the ideology of

were considered neglected, delinquent, or disabled

individualism. Embedded within individualism is
the blame-the-victim stance—the belief that one's

in some form.

success in life is dependent upon individual

Other groups of the deserving poor arose as a
result of war: widows and orphans as well as badly

federal antipoverty program, considered palatable
by policymakers because it purportedly rewards
low-income workers. In order to take advantage of
EITC, workers have to file a specific claim form

choices. Individualism means that societal factors

wounded soldiers who returned home from battle

with their tax return.

matter little in one's life and that one's present or
past economic status has no bearing on future out
comes. Individualism, then, is compatible with
“blame the poor" thinking; according to this view,
individuals are poor because they lack ambition

unable to participate fully in society. Even before

The recession of the 1980s had President Ron

the Soldier's Assistance Act of 1912 was enacted to

ald Reagan (1981–1989) cutting food stamp pro
grams, welfare, child nutrition, and the job corps.

and motivation.

Initially, the lands that became the common
wealth of Kentucky were part of Virginia, and thus
settlers in Kentucky followed English Poor Laws,
albeit through the political and legal filter of Vir
ginia. In fact, many of the Revolutionary War
veterans of Virginia were given land in Kentucky,
often substantial tracts, as payment for their mili
tary service. Thusland ownership in Kentucky be
came concentrated, and wealth was concentrated

as a result. After Kentucky attained statehood, the
Kentucky legislature decreed that county courts
were responsible for the territory's poor. To dis
courage pauperism, the county could issue a war
rant to anyone importing poor people from other
states or nations. A number of statutes and legal
remedies aimed at the undeserving poor were
instituted. For example, in the early 1800s, work
houses were established for persons declared va
grants as well as for those who broke the law and
were too poor to pay their fine. Then in 1821, poor
houses were put in place for those who were unable
or unwilling to pay their debts.
There were also attempts to ameliorate the suf
fering of the deserving poor. For example, Ken
tucky's Indigent Widows Act of 1820 allowed wid
ows with less than $100 in assets to be given vacant
and nonappropriated state land. Other deserving
poor, the “lunatics and idiots," were given an al
lowance from the county. A little more than 100
years later, the Mother's Allowance Act was passed
by the state legislature and the Kentucky Child
Welfare Commission was established for the care

of dependent children who were found to be ne
glected in some manner.
In the early 1900s, the state acknowledged that
the elderly should be cared for but at the same time
maintained that the fiscal burden should fall to the

state or county only as a last resort. The law held
adult children responsible for a parent who could
not care for himself or herselfowing to old age or
illness. Thus, children's legal obligation for parents
superseded that of the county. Yet the elderly and
children who were deemed to need and deserve

protection were, as late as 1914, housed with the
insane and the "feeble minded,” often in intolerable

conditions—chained, even caged in pens. Activists
and writers implored the Kentucky legislature to
provide better care, and eventually children were
moved to orphanages. In the 1800s, laws had been
enacted that permitted nonprofit organizations to
develop institutions to house children and the el
derly; however, it was not until 1928 that the Ken
tucky Children's Bureau was established to replace
the Kentucky Child Welfare Commission and
charged with overseeing the care of children who

address the needs of persons returning from mili
tary service, the legislature was providing material
aid. For example, veterans of the Mexican War re
ceived artificial limbs paid for by an appropriation
from the state legislature.
The Kentucky Old Age Assistance Act of 1926
acknowledged again that care for the elderly was a
public duty; however, access to assistance was lim
ited. A successful applicant needed to be at least 70,
to have been a resident of the United States for

15 years and a resident of the county for at least
10 years, and to have no other means of support,
such as children. Furthermore, any county that
was in fiscal crisis was permitted to relinquish sup
port after a year. By 1934, when the state was in the
throes of the Great Depression, only 14 counties
had a provision for the elderly.
By 1929, in the midst of the Depression, mil
lions of Americans were on their way to financial
destitution. Because of the magnitude of human
need, most Kentucky counties could not provide
adequately for all who were suffering. The fed
eral government had to step in to help and was
joined by the American Red Cross and various
private groups, such as the American Friends
Service Committee, which assisted in the relief
efforts.

If there was a bright spot to emerge from the
Great Depression, some would argue that it was
the passage of the legislation that created Social
Security. Because the elderly were hit hardest and
had the least time to recover, passage of the Social
Security Act, initially vehemently opposed as too
socialistic, was assured. Over the years, Social Se
curity, Medicare, and the indexing of Social Secu
rity to inflation have been key factors in the declin
ing rates of poverty among the elderly. However,
even with those programs in place, 15 percent of
Kentucky's elderly still live in poverty.
After World War II, the nation's and the

state's economies flourished. Poverty became gen
erally invisible to most people, until Michael Har
rington's best seller The Other America called at
tention to the continued existence of millions of

poor Americans. Harrington's book helped to in
spire President Lyndon Johnson (1963–1969) to
begin the War on Poverty; however, the idea of
"handouts" was anathema to the U.S. Congress's
notion of individualism. Instead, programs that
offered a helping hand were established (including
improving education, health care, and urban re
newal) for those who had been systematically de
nied access to societal resources. By the 1970s,
President Richard Nixon (1969–1974) viewed the

Then in the 1990s, when President Bill Clinton

(1993–2001) declared war on welfare, he prom
ised the poor that if they "played by the rules...
[they] shouldn't be poor.” Clinton signed the Per
sonal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Rec
onciliation Act in 1996. Jeffrey T. Grogger, an
economist at the University of Chicago, argues
that the nation has made the welfare poor the
working poor. At least 10 percent of former re
cipients of welfare are worse off than before wel
fare reform. In industries adding the most jobs in
the United States, the pay is about 20 percent
lower than for jobs being replaced. In the next 10
years, the 20 fastest-growing jobs will pay less
than $20,000 a year.
As people are moved into low-income jobs,
their housing options decrease. Coincidental with
the demise of welfare, more than 1.3 million af.

fordable rental units have disappeared, and less
than half of them have been replaced. For every
100 low-income renters, there are only 39 afford
able, available housing units. One in 50 of available
housing units are substandard. A confluence of
factors—gentrification, increased land costs, aging
housing stock that continues to deteriorate, and
the expiration of federal housing programs—have
had a negative impact on housing for the working
poor and those in extreme poverty. Of new con
struction, 80 percent has focused on the middle
and top-income groups, while only 20 percent has
been constructed to meet the housing needs of
those who are at the bottom economic level of the
market.

Households with one full-time worker earn

ing twice the minimum wage (about $19,776 per
year) spent 50 percent or more of their income on
housing. The Economic Policy Institute (EPI) esti
mates that an adequate monthly budget in Ken
tucky would require $2,319 a month—at least
$14.50 an hour, or $27,828 a year. EPI's estimates
for Kentucky—a relatively inexpensive state in
which to reside, help to explain why the U.S. De
partment of Health and Human Services reported
that about 25 percent of persons who have been
removed from welfare are unable to pay their rent.
Yet, 75 percent of those eligible for assistance do
not receive any.

The Kentucky Housing Corporation (KHC), a
nonprofit housing assistance agency, closed ac
cess to its waiting list in July 2004. KHC serves

four counties in Northern Kentucky: Carroll,
Gallatin, Grant, and Owen. Section 8 Vouchers

The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) was enacted

(rental assistance) provide recipients the latitude
to rent a house, an apartment, or even a trailer.
However, in Kentucky there can be a two- to five
year wait for a voucher. It is no wonder, then, that
a survey conducted in January 2005 found almost

during the same period. EITC is now the largest

20,000 Kentuckians without a home (see Home

War on Poverty as a huge mistake. Even at that, the
U.S. Congress passed legislation to provide supple
mental security income for people unable to work.
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lessness and Homeless Shelters). The poverty
rate for children in Kentucky is 1 in 5, and rural
areas have higher rates. The most significant con
centrations of poverty are in Covington and
Newport, two Northern Kentucky cities that have
experienced tremendous economic growth and
development.
The modern long-term-care industry, which
is reimbursed nationwide by Medicaid and
Medicare at roughly 72 percent, evolved out of
the 19th-century poorhouses. In Northern Ken
tucky these were run by county government un
til the arrival of the modern welfare system and
Medicaid and Medicare in the early 1960s (see
Nursing Homes and Retirement Housing).
In 2000 a community assessment of the needs of
the poor in Northern Kentucky was completed,
titled “White Paper on Poverty in Northern Ken
tucky." Some of its recommendations were these:
—Health services, especially for the rural poor,
could be improved with the use of mobile units.
—Public assistance for those whose wages are
$7.00 per hour or less could boost their income
to the level recommended by EPI ($14.50 per
hour).

tucky," 2002, Northern Kentucky Community Ac
tion Commission, Covington, Ky.

PBS, “Frontline. Country Boys. Readings: A Short
History of Kentucky/Central Appalachia," 2005.
www.pbs.org (accessed October 3, 2006).
Pear, Robert, and Erik Eckholm. “A Decade after Wel

fare Overhaul, a Fundamental Shift in Policy and
Perception," NYT, August 21, 2006, A12,
Reis, Jim. “Hard Times in 1935: Food Riots, Mobs

Symbolized Severity of Great Depression," KP
April 21, 1997,4K.
Sunley, Emil McKee. The Kentucky Poor Law, 1792–
1936. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1942.
Swartz, Rebecca, and Brian Miller. Welfare Reform
and Housing Washington, D.C.: Brookings Insti
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ten at no cost to patients. He kept the vow he had
made for surviving his imprisonment: treatment
was always free to veterans. He also authored two
books about his war experiences, an autobiogra
phy, and several publications concerning the
medical history of Northern Kentucky. Poweleit
ended his practice in 1987 but remained active in
local and national civic causes, especially those
concerning the rights of ex-POWs. Ironically, af.
ter surviving so many wartime ordeals, Poweleit
died in 1997 of complications from injuries re
ceived in a taxi accident just one block from his
home. He was buried in St. Stephen Cemetery,
Fort Thomas.

tution, 2002.

Barbara Arrighi

"Alvin C. Poweleit,89, Pioneered Cancer Surgery–N.
Ky. Doctor Bataan Death March,” KE, July 15, 1997,
B4.

POWELEIT, ALVIN C. (b. June 8, 1908, New
“Alvin Poweleit, Noted Doctor Dies,” KP, July 14,

port, Ky.; d. July 13, 1997, Covington, Ky.) War
hero and medical pioneer Alvin Charles Poweleit
was the second of four children of Charles A. and
Aurellia Bambock Poweleit. Alvin and his brother

were placed in the Campbell Co. Orphanage after
their mother died suddenly in May 1917, and life in
the orphanage taught Poweleit the self-reliance

1997, 1.

Poweleit, Alvin C. Kentucky's Fighting 192nd
G.H.Q. Tank Battalion. Lakeside Park, Ky: Pri
vately published, 1981.
Poweleit, Alvin C., and James C. Claypool, Ken

tucky's Patriot Doctor: The Life and Times of
Alvin C. Poweleit. Fort Mitchell, Ky., T.I. Hayes,
#996.

and resourcefulness that characterized his entire
Poweleit, Alvin C., and James A. Schroer. A Medical

—A War on Illiteracy could be declared and re
framed so that people who need instruction
would not feel ashamed to come forward.

—Because most of the services for homeless people
are concentrated in Kenton and Campbell coun
ties, more services could be instituted in rural
area.S,

—Head Start could become an all-day program,
with after-school instruction opportunities in
the arts as well as in sports. Some of the costs
could be a trade-off for the funding now used for
child care. (The thinking is that less would be
needed for child care if children are staying at
school.)

life. Five years later his father, a traveling salesman,
remarried and the family was reunited. Poweleit
was a star athlete and honor student at Newport
High School, graduating in 1926. He attended the
University of Kentucky for one year and then
transferred to the University of Cincinnati to be
near his future wife, Loretta Thesing. After gradu
ating in 1932, he studied surgical medicine at the
University of Louisville and received his MD de
gree in 1936.
Poweleit was a resident physician at Coving
ton's St. Elizabeth Hospital and in need of money
when he joined the U.S. Army Reserves as a cap
tain in 1937. On December 4, 1940, he was called

—Because transportation is a major issue for those
who work at low-wage jobs, multiple solutions
are needed; corporations could provide vans to
pick up employees without reliable transporta

to active duty as the medical officer of Kentucky's
newly formed 192nd Tank Battalion and was sent
to the Philippines a year later. In the fighting that
ensued, Poweleit became the first U.S. Army

tion; church vans could be used to assist with

medical officer decorated for combat valor; he

transportation needs; and a volunteer bank
could be established to provide volunteer drivers
to transport people to work or to doctor's

dived into a river to rescue two soldiers trapped
in a burning vehicle. As the only doctor in one

appointments.

saved several lives during the ordeal and later,
while a prisoner from 1942 to 1945, applied his
vast knowledge of indigenous plants to keep fel
low prisoners alive. Liberated in 1945, Poweleit
returned home weighing a mere 99 pounds and
with a guard-inflicted back injury that forced him
to give up the work of a surgeon. He entered Har
vard Medical School in 1946, retrained as an eye,
ear, nose, and throat specialist, and in September
1949 set up his practice in Northern Kentucky.
He was the first board certified physician for the
eye, ear, nose, and throat specialty in the state.
Thus began 39 years of service locally, a period
during which Poweleit won acclaim as the na
tion's foremost innovator and pioneer in treating
cancers related to his specialties. Over the years
Poweleit, sporting a trademark bow tie and eyes
twinkling, treated many thousands of people, of

—More churches could be used for day care centers.
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James C. Claypool
POWER, PATIA (b. Helen Emma Reaume,

March 1882, Indianapolis, Ind; d. September 29,
1959, Canterbury, N.H.). Helen Emma Reaume
was the daughter of Charles W. and Adelaide
Schuster Reaume. From the early 1890s until the
1930s, her family lived in Covington, where they
operated schools for the dramatic arts. One of
these was the Reaume School of Elocution and

Physical Culture. Helen appeared in local theatri
cal productions; she performed at the Covington
Auditorium (in the former Carnegie Library) and
at the Colonial Theater, 425 Madison Ave., in

Covington. In 1910 she appeared in a play with the
famed actor Frederick Tyrone Edmund Power in
Cincinnati. In 1912 she married Power in Canada,

and the wedding was closely followed in the
Northern Kentucky newspapers. She began ap
pearing in Shakespearean plays with her husband,
assuming the stage name of Patia Power. On May 5,
1914, Patia gave birth to a son, Tyrone Edmund
Power, in Cincinnati. A daughter, Anne Power,
was born on August 26, 1915. Because of their
son's poor health, the family moved to San Diego,
Calif. After divorcing in 1920, and after a failed
second marriage, Helen moved her family back to
Cincinnati in 1923. She became the assistant dean
at the Schuster-Martin School of Drama at Peebles

Corner in Walnut Hills. She taught acting, elocu
tion, diction, breathing, and articulation; and later
Madame Patia, as her students addressed her,

taught at the Villa Madonna Academy in Park
Hills, Ky. Her daughter, Anne, attended Villa Ma
donna Academy. Her son, Tyrone, who became a
Hollywood heartthrob during the 1930s, 1940s,
and 1950s, attributed much of his acting success
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to Patia. He won the 1946 International Sound

Research Institute's Award for diction and always
thanked his mother for her influence. After he be

came a noted Hollywood actor, Patia Power

line in Ky., group-owned by the former CG&E/
Cinergy (Duke), Dayton Power & Light, and Co
lumbus & Southern Electric, starting in the

ally, as the utilities added generating capacity, these
smaller plants closed, because it was easier, less ex
pensive, and cleaner to buy power from the line in

1980s;

the street.

moved to California, where she lived for several

—the former CG&E/Cinergy (Duke) Walter C.

Today these power plants, recognized by their

years. She died in 1959 in New Hampshire at the
home of her daughter, Anne Power Hardenbergh.
Tyrone Power, the movie industry’s “Mr. Debo

Beckjord plant at New Richmond, Ohio, oppo

smokestacks that seem to reach to the heavens, are

site Melbourne in Campbell Co., Ky., operating

attended by contradictions. Consumers have
come to expect convenient, clean, and instanta
neous electricity at the flick of a switch; yet envi

since 1952; and

nair" had died while filming the movie Solomon

–Miami Fort, at North Bend, Ohio, where the

and Sheba in Spain the year before, but because of

Great Miami River flows into the Ohio River in

ronmentalists and health officials warn of the en

Patia's declining health, she never learned of her

western Hamilton Co., a joint venture of the for
mer CG&E/Cinergy (Duke), Dayton Power &
Light, and Columbus & Southern Electric, op
posite Boone Co., Ky., beginning in 1925.

vironmental dangers inherent in power plants
because of the tons of emissions. In the past
30 years, stack scrubbers and other means have

son's death.

Obituary, CE, September 30, 1959, C6.
Power, Patia, “My Son Tyrone Power." Hollywood
Magazine, March, 1940.
Michael R. Sweeney
POWER PLANTS. Of the nine electric power
generating stations along the Ohio River between
Mason and Carroll counties, four are in Ohio, two
are in Indiana, and three are within the Northern

Kentucky region. Most are coal-fired, although the
W. H. Zimmer plant at Moscow, Ohio, opposite
the Campbell Co.—Pendleton Co. line in Kentucky,
was originally planned as a nuclear operation; it
was switched to a coal-burning facility during
construction. The Ohio River is important to these
operations because fuel to operate them is deliv
ered by coal barges, and water from the river is
used for cooling purposes. Locally, the area where
these nine powerplants are located is often referred
to as the Little Ruhr Valley of the United States.
The six plants just across the Ohio River from
Northern Kentucky are important to the Northern
Kentucky region because they dominate the river

scape in their vicinity and because most of them
contribute to the electric needs of the region as
well.

These facilities are owned and operated by re
gional electric utilities. Most are joint ventures:
their owners share the tremendous costs and risks

and maintain interconnection on a regional power
grid that can provide backup power when needed.
From the east, moving downriver, the three power
plants in Northern Kentucky are
—East Kentucky Power's H. L. Spurlock Power Sta
tion, just west of Maysville at Charleston Bot
toms, a facility that has been supplying power to
Eastern Kentucky since the early 1980s;
—the former Cincinnati Gas and Electric (CG&E)/

Cinergy, now Duke Energy's East Bend plant, at
Rabbit Hash in Boone Co., supplying power to
Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati, and
—the former Kentucky Utilities' Ghent Generat
ing Station in Carroll Co., now part of the hold
ing company that owns Louisville Gas & Electric
and provides electricity for Central Kentucky.
In Ohio the power plants are
—the J. M. Stuart Plant, at Manchester, Ohio, op
posite Mason Co., Ky., a joint venture of CG&E/
Cinergy (Duke), Dayton Power & Light, and Co
lumbus & Southern Electric;

—the William H. Zimmer facility at Moscow,
Ohio, opposite the Campbell Co./Pendleton Co.

been used to reduce the amount of sulfuric and
nitrous oxides released, but the northeastern

In Indiana there are two power-generating facili
ties opposite the Northern Kentucky region.
—the Tanner's Creek facility near Lawrenceburg,
an American Electric Power property; and
—the former CG&E/Cinergy (Duke) Markland
Dam hydroelectric plant at Switzerland, Ind.

states, as recipients of what blows upwind and out
of the Little Ruhr Valley, continue to file suits in
federal court for acid rain damage.
“Clear the Air." www.cleartheair.org (accessed May
10, 2006).

“Little Ruhr Valley Gets Big Power Plan," KP, Octo
ber 16, 1970, 1.

Just outside the region are several other plants both
upriver and downriver, such as the Clifty Creek fa
cility and the failed nuclear operation Marble Hill,
both near Madison, Ind. A third plant, at Patriot,
Ind., for the Indianapolis Power & Light Company,
was planned to open during the early 1980s but
was not built.

“Power Plant OKD,” KP September 14, 2005, A10.

“Pulling the Plug," KP May 3, 1977.4.
POWERSVILLE. Powersville, established in the
center of Bracken Co. on the main road between

Augusta and Georgetown, may have been named
for John F. Power, who in 1833 became the town's

These operations produce enormous amounts
of electric power. For example, the Ghent plant,
which began in 1973, at one time generated
75 percent of Kentucky Utilities' power—more

than the company's four other coal-burning sta
tions combined. That station alone consumes,

on average, some 14,000 tons of coal each operat
ing day.
At the Beckjord plant, the ash by-product is
barged across the Ohio River, to be off-loaded at
the new Lafarge plant in Silver Grove, Ky., where
it is used in the making of drywall. The new Gil
bert Unit in operation at Spurlock has the ability
to burn, in addition to coal, more than 1 million
car tires and 150,000 tons of sawdust and other

first postmaster. Several of the first settlers were
named Blade, Hamilton, Morford, Nesbitt, Power,

and Wood. The location of the town was well posi

tioned for an overnight stay on the journey from
Augusta to Cynthiana, and perhaps this is why
Capt. Phillip Buckner moved to this area when
he sought a more remote dwelling than the town
of Augusta offered. His lodge and sporting activi
ties involving his fox-hunting hounds became the
focus of the remainder of his life. Buckner is bur

ied near the center of town on Goose Ridge, and
his Kentucky State Historical Marker is located
along Ky. Rt. 19. Since 1884, the Downard family
has operated a general store or a hardware store in
Powersville. Before the advent of the automobile,

wood products annually. In recent years these
plants have made improvements with regard
to their emissions under new EPA compliance

Ben Croswell was a prominent blacksmith and
wagon maker in town.

requirements.

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of

These power plants represent the results of
consolidation. At the beginning of the electric
age, in the 1880s, there were several small power
generatingstations throughout Northern Kentucky

Bracken County. Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky:
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.
Caroline R. Miller

cities, such as the one at the Dueber Watch Case

Company in Newport, which sold power in its
neighborhood, ancillary to its main line of busi
ness. Later, the Wadsworth Watch Case Com

pany in Dayton, Ky., did the same. The first street
lights in Newport were powered by electricitygen
erated in a Covington station along Madison Ave.
and delivered by wires strung across Covington's
Fourth Street Bridge to Newport. In 1901, when
the new street lamps in Newport, Bellevue, and
Dayton were installed, power for them was
switched to the electric generating powerhouse at
the foot of 11th St. in Newport, the same building
that supplied the Green Line streetcars. Gradu

PRESBYTERIANS. Presbyterians have been in
fluential in Northern Kentucky's history from the
earliest years of its settlement. Rev. David Rice
(1733–1816), who came to the Kentucky frontier
in 1783, is considered the father of the Presbyterian
church in Kentucky; he chaired a conference in
1785 to organize Presbyterianism in Kentucky. As
a member of the 1792 constitutional convention,
which wrote the first constitution for the State of

Kentucky, Rice led an attempt to ban slavery from
the state but lost by a vote of 26-16. The first anti
slavery publication west of the Appalachians was
written by Rice in 1792.

PRESCOTT, MARIE

Early Kentucky Presbyterians included slaves,
freed slaves, slave owners, and non-slave-owners.

The Presbyterian Church in Kentucky reflected the
population of the state at that time in having a di
vided stand on slavery and regional differences.
The proximity of Kentucky, a border state, to free
states mitigated the effects of slavery as an institu
tion and kept the question of the abolition of slav
ery in debate. In 1794 the Kentucky Presbytery
passed a resolution regarding the treatment of
slaves; they should be taught to read, provided reli
gious instruction, and given vocational training to
prepare them for freedom. In 1796 the General As
sembly of the Presbyterian Church voted that slav
ery was a moral evil but recognized that slave own

The Washington Presbyterian Church
in Washington (now Maysville), Ky., established
in 1792, is the oldest Presbyterian church in
Northern Kentucky. The Sharon Presbyterian
Church and the Augusta Presbyterian
Church both trace their roots to a Bracken Co.

Church in Lakeside Park, and the Richwood

their religious convictions and others obtained
and kept slaves out of ethical concerns for them.
The practice of some Presbyterian churches of ex
cluding slave owners from membership was not
upheld.
When Kentuckians gathered in 1849 to write a
new state constitution, Presbyterians again led the
antislavery movement. Presbyterian William
Breckinridge gave an emancipation address and
Presbyterian Robert Breckinridge wrote the mo
tion. Of the 21 ministers who served as delegates,
13 were Presbyterians, as were many of the lay del
egates. The proslavery forces won once again, and
Kentucky remained a slave state. When Kentucky
failed to abolish slavery, the Presbyterian Church
endorsed gradual emancipation. Presbyterians de
cided their primary mission was evangelism, not

Presbyterian Church are members of the Presby
tery of Cincinnati, as are congregations in Day
ton (Ky.), Dry Ridge, Fort Thomas, and Union.
The historic First Presbyterian Church of
Newport and Lebanon Presbyterian Church

social reform. Their efforts were redirected toward

which are the official church record. The minister

conversion of members of both races to Christian

is elected by the congregation and approved by the
Presbytery, the governing body of several churches
in the same geographic area.
Presbyterianism emphasizes the sovereignty of
God, the authority of the Bible, and salvation by
the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ.
Presbyterians believe in the forgiveness of sin.
Their five primary tenets can be stated as the love

came inward rather than outward, individual
rather than societal.

Presbyterianism in Northern Kentucky has
historical ties to Cincinnati and especially to the
Beecher family. Rev. Lyman Beecher and his seven
sons were early Presbyterian ministers and leaders

are now closed.

Presbyterians derive their name from the
Greek word presbyteros, which means “elder.”
They have a democratic form of government, with
leaders, or elders, elected by the members; ruling
elders are members of the congregation, and teach
ingelders are ordained ministers. The ruling elders
and the minister convene as a Session and are re

sponsible for the governance and mission of the
church. At congregational meetings, each member
has a vote. A minister moderates the meetings, and
decisions are documented in the Session Books,

of God, the word of God, faith in God, belief in

Christ, and glory to God. The roots of Presbyteri

in the denomination as well as noted scholars, edu

anism can be traced back to Martin Luther and the

cators, and reformers. Lyman Beecher was the first
president of Lane Seminary in Cincinnati. One of
his three daughters was Harriet Beecher Stowe,
who married a Presbyterian minister and later be

Protestant Reformation in 1517. Luther influenced

came the well-known author of Uncle Tom's

Cabin, a book that had a profound impact on the
antislavery movement in the decade before the
Civil War. Her sister Isabella was a national leader

in the women's suffrage movement.
Presbyterian Rev. John G. Fee, a native of
Bracken Co., was an outspoken abolitionist and a
founder of Berea College. Presbyterian Rev. John
Rankin (1793–1886), who moved from Kentucky
to Ripley, Ohio, opposite Mason Co., after his life
was threatened, was active there in the antislavery
movement and the Underground Railroad. He
founded the American Reform Tract and Book So

ciety and published more than 200 books and
tracts, as well as a newspaper. He founded Iberia
College in Ohio in 1854 and was a friend of the
Beechers.

quarters are in Louisville. In 2006 the total mem

bership was over 2 million, and there were more
than 11,000 churches in all 50 states.

Boles, John B. Religion in Antebellum Kentucky.
Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1976.
Davidson, Robert. History of the Presbyterian

congregation of 1803; the First Presbyterian
Church in Maysville dates to 1817; and the
Richwood Presbyterian Church in Boone Co.
was founded in 1834. The Augusta, Maysville,
Sharon, and Washington churches, as well as the
Mayslick Presbyterian Church, currently belong
to the Transylvania Presbytery of Kentucky. The
Community of Faith Presbyterian Church
in Covington, the Lakeside Presbyterian

ers were not all alike. Some freed their slaves due to

ity, with the hope that the men in power would,
with conversion, have a change of heart and then
work to change the law. The thrust of religion be
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the French-Swiss theologian John Calvin (1509–
1564), who several decades later developed Re
formed Theology, Calvin, in turn, taught those
principles to Scotsman John Knox (1505–1572) in
Switzerland, and Knox returned to Scotland to

join the Reformation in 1560. The Presbyterian
Church then arose in Scotland and spread from
there to other countries. Rev. Francis MacKemie

arrived in Philadelphia from Ireland in 1683 and
organized the first Presbyterian church in the
United States in 1706. The first General Assembly
was convened in Philadelphia in 1789 by Rev. John
Witherspoon, the only minister to sign the Decla
ration of Independence.
The Presbyterian Church has a long history of
separations, based on doctrinal differences, and
reunifications. The largest Presbyterian denomi
nation is the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), created
when the "southern" and “northern" branches re
united in 1983; the denomination's national head

Church in the State of Kentucky. Lexington, Ky:
Charles Marshall, 1847.

Weeks, Louis B. Kentucky Presbyterians. Atlanta,
Ga.; John Knox Press, 1983.

Ruth Wade Cox Brunings
PRESCOTT, MARIE (b. Marie Victor, 1850,

Lexington, Ky.; d. July 28, 1893, New York City).
Actress Marie Prescott was the daughter of Wil
liam B. and Mary Jane Hawkins Davis Victor. Ma
rie attended schools in Lexington, Paris, and Car
rollton, Ky. In 1869 her father was committed to
the Eastern State Lunatic Asylum at Lexington.
The same year, she married Edward James Burke
of Ohio, who built a dry goods and grocery store
in Carrollton; the building still exists. They had
three sons, Victor, Norbourne, and Edward. The

family moved to Cincinnati in 1871, remaining
until October 1875, while they were there Nor
bourne died as a baby. They then moved to Cov
ington, and two months later, Marie's husband left
the family.
Marie transformed herself into an actress,

vowing to become a star. She took her brother-in
law's middle name, Prescott, and studied acting.
Her first appearance was in 1877 at Cincinnati's
Grand Opera House as Lady Macbeth. Roles as
Lady Teazle in The School for Scandal and as
Nancy Sykes in Oliver Twist followed. Her man
ager, R. E. J. Miles, next contracted her for a tour,
on which she appeared in Chicago with Robert
McWade in Rip Van Winkle and in Philadelphia
playing roles in Heroine in Rags and How Women
Love. She returned to Kentucky, where she ap
peared in Travels in Germany at Cynthiana, re
ceived a testimonial benefit in Covington, and also
performed in Lexington.
In fall 1877, she went to New York City, en
gaged that season by Col. William E. Sinn to per
form in Brooklyn. The next season Maggie Mitch
ell engaged her. She made her New York City
debut in April 1878, as John McCullough's lead
ing lady. The Brooklyn Eagle newspaper de
scribed her as a “rising and talented young ac
tress." Prescott next spent two seasons in San
Francisco. Hailed as "one of the most deserving
young actresses on the stage," she returned to
New York City to join Dion Boucicault's company
in 1879. After Boucicault closed, she joined Dan
iel Edward Bandmann's company, then John
Stetson's. From March through May 1880, she
toured New England playing roles in Galley
Slave and Mother and Daughter.
By late August 1880, she organized her own
company, with Ernest Harvier, her lover, as man
ager. They traveled south along the Ohio River,
stopping in Louisville late in September. The cast
expected more touring, but Prescott and Harvier
left town, stranding the company. Harvier testified
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in a sensational libel trial two years later that
Prescott had needed an abortion.

In December 1880, Tomasso Salvini, the famed

Italian actor, invited Prescott to join him in a col
laboration that lasted through the 1883 season. As
Salvini's leading lady, she toured from Boston to
Atlanta, acting in The Gladiator. Othello, Mac
beth, and Ingomar. Recently divorced from Burke,
she swore in New York City Superior Court that
she had married William Perzel in New York City.
Advertisements announcing her performances
proliferated as a result of this relationship. In the
fall season of 1881, she embarked on a two-month
tour in the Northwest.

In 1882, despite her heavy schedule, Prescott
initiated one of the earliest libel trials in the coun

try when she sued the president of the American
News Company, charging that a paper it distrib
uted had reported she “had become a certain man's
mistress." The trial held New York City spellbound
for a week; even the New York Times ran lengthy
articles about Prescott's testimony. In the court
room, she spoke arrogantly, dishonestly, and
blithely; in the process, she received a great deal of
free publicity, earned the jury's sympathy, and won
the case. The judgment was reversed on appeal,
but, as a result of her suit, the American News

Company changed its distribution practices for
decades, and journalists reported more respect
fully about actors.
Through a mutual friend, Steele Mackaye, ac
tor, playwright, and theatrical inventor, she met
Oscar Wilde and arranged in 1883 to star in and
produce his first play, Vera, in New York City. Af.
ter finishing the season with Salvini, she put on
Vera beginning August 20, Lampooned by critics,
it closed after one week. Wilde waited nearly seven
years before writing another play, but Prescott,
with customary aplomb, moved without delay to a
different play, appearing next in Belmont's Bride.
The years 1884 through half of 1886 were slow,
although she did some acting. Her new company
disbanded in Cincinnati in January 1884 amid ru
mors of numerous difficulties. Advertisements ap
peared in New York City's drama newspapers an
nouncing that she was “resting,” and “disengaged.”
Early in 1886, she advertised that she was “at lib
erty" for the season.
Prescott's life took a dramaticturn in May 1886
when she acted in Pygmalion and Galatea in New
Orleans, opposite a handsome young amateur ac
tor, Rezin D. Shepherd (1859–1948). He became
successful, taking the stage name R. D. MacLean
(also spelled McLean). Reviewers referred to his
“physique" and "magnetism." Listings for “Marie
Prescott & Co." or “Prescott & Co.” became

“Prescott & MacLean,” then in 1889, “MacLean &
Prescott."

In February 1887, William Perzel advertised
that he had given up managing Prescott "and no
longer holds any relations, business or otherwise,
with her." In March 1887, he asserted that he had
never married her. Undaunted, in the Bourbon,

Ky., Court of Common Pleas, she filed for divorce
in 1889, charging abandonment. When the court
decided in Perzel's favor, she appealed. The Court

of Appeals reversed the lower court's judgment in
1891, granting her an annulment. No marriage was
ever proven; at the trial Prescott had testified that
she had no marriage certificate, explaining, "I did
not get any."
From fall 1887 until mid-April 1893, Prescott
and MacLean traveled the country to popular ac
claim; theirs was one of about 286 touring compa
nies. They traveled to grand opera houses as far
north as Canada, as far west as Montana, through
the South to Florida, and all through the North
east. They toured about twenty states each month,
stopping to perform plays at twenty-five to seventy
five towns. They stayed only a night or two, usually
giving evening performances as well as a matinee.
Their repertoire consisted primarily of twenty
plays, half by Shakespeare; in Othello, Prescott
played Iago wearing tights and a mustache. In Feb
ruary 1888, their performances in Galveston, Tex.,
introduced audiences to Pygmalion and Galatea,
As You Like It, and The Merchant of Venice.
Spectators, accustomed to a lower class of plays,
minstrel shows, or troupes of trained dogs, appre
ciated the fare.

In 1891 MacLean's father died, leaving him
more than $1 million and a 1,200-acre farm in

West Virginia. Prescott and MacLean married in
June 1892, planning to retire soon to MacLean's
Wild Goose Farm. Instead, Prescott died in July
1893 in New York City, after abdominal surgery.
She was buried in Elmwood Cemetery in Shep
herdstown, W.Va., and her tombstone was en

ven, Conn., in 1835 and the Harvard Law School,

Cambridge, Mass., in 1838. In preparation for en
try into Yale, Preston attended Augusta College
in Bracken Co. In 1840 he married Margaret Wick
liffe of Lexington, daughter of Robert Wickliffe,
the state's largest slaveholder. They had five daugh
ters. Preston served with the 4th Kentucky Volun
teers in the Mexican War, where he rose to the rank
of lieutenant colonel. After the war he established a

successful law practice in Louisville and later en
tered politics. In 1851 he won a seat in the Ken
tucky House of Representatives, and a year later he
became a state senator. He took a proslavery posi
tion in the election of 1855, which contributed to

his defeat by Humphrey Marshall. In 1858 he was
appointed U.S. minister to Spain, a position he
held until 1861. With the start of the Civil War,

he joined the Confederate Army and attained the
rank of major general. He saw action in the battles
of Fort Donelson, Nashville, Shiloh, Vicksburg,
and Chickamauga. At Shiloh his brother-in-law
Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston, from Mason Co.,
died in his arms. At the war's end, fearing retribu
tion by the North, he fled in exile to England and
Canada, before receiving a pardon and returning
to Lexington. He again won a seat in the Kentucky
House of Representatives in 1868, representing
Fayette Co., and served for two years. Preston spent
the remainder of his life managing the large estate
that his wife had inherited. He died in 1887 at Lex

ington and was buried at Louisville's Cave Hill
Cemetery.
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PRESTONVILLE. Prestonville in Carroll Co. is

located at the confluence of the Kentucky River
and the Ohio River directly west of old Port
William. Prestonville was named for William

Preston, an early Virginia surveyor and land spec
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(b. October 16, 1816, near Louisville, Ky., d. Sep
tember 21, 1887, Lexington, Ky.) William Preston,
a politician and a Mexican War and Civil War
veteran, graduated from Yale University, New Ha

export merchandise from Central Kentucky up the
Kentucky River to Prestonville. As early as Febru
ary 1, 1795, Craig advertised his capability of ex
porting and warehousing goods from as far away
as the town of Frankfort and the Dix River.

The Kentucky River was an important early
route for commerce and settlement, and the ferry
men at Prestonville provided the most important of
several ferries across it. Smith's Ferry was one of the
earliest approved for use by the Gallatin Co. Court.
In 1799 two major roads were authorized, one along
the westbank of the Kentucky River from Preston
ville to New Castle and Frankfort, the other along
the Ohio River bank west to the Corn Creek Settle

ment, in modern-day Trimble Co.

PRICE, JACOB

During the 1820s and 1830s, the town of Pres
tonville began to grow, but at no time did it ever
rival the mercantile prowess of the nearby larger
Gallatin Co. city of Port William (Carrollton). The
entire hamlet of Prestonville was wedged into two
blocks. Darling Distillery and Bonded Warehouse,
Wise's General Store, two hotels, a cooperage, and
agristmilljostled for space in town along the river.
The A. W. Darling Company of Prestonville

In 1867, under the plan developed by W. B.
Gullion and L. B. Wilson, Carroll Co. was divided
into common school districts. Prestonville was

designated District 10, and the first deed noted for
a public school was in 1866, when Henry Lindsay
granted to the town of Prestonville land on the
road to the Little Kentucky River. The school trust
ees were B. R. Elston, Samuel Hisle, and H. Weth
erall. In 1874 Prestonville held the first election

was selected as the contractor for Lock No. 1 on the

in Carroll Co. to vote on an ad valorem tax of 25

Kentucky River just upstream from Prestonville.
Construction based on U.S. Army Corps of Engi
neers designs began in 1836; huge slabs of lime
stone formed the face of the dam, and great timber
logs formed the sides of the locks. On February 14,
1840, the Argo, the first steamboat through Locks
No. 1 through No.4, arrived at Frankfort.
After the War of 1812, Kentucky welcomed

cents per $100 assessed valuation to build a school
building. The vote was approved by a vote of 21 to
1. In 1878 Henry Westerill and Fannie, his wife,
sold a lot along the Carrollton–New Castle Rd. at
the southwest corner of A. W. Darling's line for

back its heroes of battle at the Raisin River in

Michigan and the Battle of New Orleans. The eu
phoria from the victory at the Battle of New Or
leans in 1815 translated into wholesale renaming
of many of the local place names in what was then
Gallatin Co.; McCool's Creek became Ghent when

Kentucky statesman Henry Clay suggested honor
ing the site of the peace treaty of the War of 1812,
Ghent, Belgium. Prestonville named itself Wide
Awake, a phrase from the very popular contempo
rary song “The Hunters of Kentucky," which was
used by Andrew Jackson in his presidential cam
paign of 1828. “But Jackson he was wide awake,
and wasn't scar'd at trifles, for well he knew what

aim we take, with our Kentucky rifles." The postal
maps, however, continued to refer to the hamlet as
Prestonville. The 1883 Atlas of Carroll and Gall
atin County used both names, Prestonville and
Wide Awake.

For nearly 100 years, the ferry at Prestonville
carried the overland road traffic from Louisville,

New Castle, and Bedford across the Kentucky
River into Carrollton. The first bridge over the
Kentucky River between Carrollton and Preston
ville was built in 1898. At that time an interurban

construction of a common school. In the 1870s
other one-room common schools were built in the
Prestonville Precinct: District 14, Hisle's on the

New Castle-Prestonville Turnpike, District 23,
Malin's Branch; Shiloh School, to the west past
Carrico's Landing on the Little Kentucky, District
30, on Kings Ridge; and District 27, Gullions on
the New Castle Turnpike. In 1881 the Prestonville
Common School District reported having a total
of 100 possible students.
In 1891 Rachael Block granted land in Preston
ville for a large brick building that would house the
grade school. The flood of 1907 damaged the
school but did not destroy it. Pressure from the state
Board of Instruction to improve the quality and
cost-effectiveness of rural schools caused a series

of consolidations. In 1900 the county school
board decided to send high school students to the
three Independent Districts, Carrollton, Ghent,
and Worthville; the Sanders District was added

later. Two-year high schools were established at
Locust and English. By 1910 elementary students
and high school students in Carroll Co. were at
tending consolidated schools at Sanders, Worth
ville, English, Locust, Ghent, and Carrollton. The
effects of the Great Depression and low enroll
ments caused county school superintendent Cur
tis Shirley in September 1938 to send high school

line from Covington to Louisville was in the pre
liminary planning stage, and this bridge was built
with sufficient strength to carry the load when it
was completed. The interurban was never con

students from Prestonville, Locust, Ghent, and

structed, but U.S. 42 as the main route from Cin

School in 1965.

cinnati to Louisville changed the dynamics of the
village of Prestonville. Slowly over time, U.S. 42
became the main commercial artery, bypassing
the hamlet under the bridge. The modern bridge
was opened to traffic in 1952 and has been repaired
and renovated several times since.

Floods of the Ohio and Kentucky rivers sub
merged Prestonville numerous times; the great
est damage was the back-to-back punch to Pres
tonville of 1883–1884 and the great flood of
1913, when all the tributaries backed up. But it
was the 1937 flood that impacted the entire town
so badly it has never really recovered. All of Pres
tonville was flooded to its rooftops; the Ohio
River was 30 feet above flood stage at Cincinnati,
reaching 80 feet. The Great Depression left most
people with little cash to rebuild their homes and
businesses.

English to the new Carrollton High School. The
Prestonville elementary students were consoli
dated into the new U.S. 42 County Elementary

Bevarly, R. W. “History of Education in Carroll
County," master's thesis, Univ. of Kentucky, 1936.
Campbell, Justine Tandy. "History of the Carroll
County Schools," 1976, Carroll Co. Public Library,
Carrollton, Ky.

Carroll Co. Deed Book 9, p. 468, Carrollton, Ky.
Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County.
Madison, Ind: Coleman, 1984.

Parker, Anna V. "A Short History of Carroll County."
1958, Carroll Co. Public Library, Carrollton, Ky.
Diane Perrine Coon
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the day. When he was 17, his family moved from
Virginia to Springboro, Ohio. At age 21 he came
to Cincinnatito attend the Ohio Medical College,
from which he graduated in 1837. In the same
year, he married Elizabeth A. Lynch of Lynch
burg, Va., and they had a son and a daughter. He
set up his first medical practice in Richmond,
Ind. In March 1843 the family moved to Coving
ton, where he continued to practice medicine.
Pretlow was named president of the Covington
Branch of Farmers National Bank in 1867 and

held the post for many years. His wife Elizabeth
Ann died in 1867, and Pretlow married his sec

ond wife, Cassie Prague, on June 1, 1869. Richard
Pretlow died at his Covington home at Fourth
and Greenup Sts., where he had lived for more
than 50 years, and was buried at the Highland
Cemetery in Fort Mitchell. Later, his wife, Cassie,
had a beautiful stained-glass window installed in
his honor at the Presbyterian Church they at
tended in Covington. The window pictured
“Christ as the Great Physician.”
Biographical Cyclopedia of the Commonwealth of

Kentucky. Chicago: John M. Gresham, 1896.
Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincin
nati. J. M. Armstrong, 1878.
“Last Honors,” KP February 20, 1894, 1.

PRICE, JACOB (b. April 1839, Woodford Co.,
Ky; d. March 1, 1923, Covington, Ky). Born in
Central Kentucky, clergyman Jacob Price spent
most of his life in Covington, where for more than
60 years he was one of the city's leading African
Americans. Price, a freeman before the end of slav

ery, was listed in the 1860 census as a laborer and a
minister of the Gospel. He lived on Bremen St.,
which was renamed Pershing Ave, during World
War I, and it was rumored that he was a conductor

on the Underground Railroad from that loca
tion. Price formed the First Baptist Church,
Covington [African American], and, at the
church, the first private school for African Ameri
can children in the city. He was a businessman and
was involved in civil, political, and education
rights.
Price was the first pastor of First Baptist
Church, and after a dispute split the church's mem
bership, he became the pastor of Ninth St. Baptist
Church. While at the First Baptist Church, Price
was instrumental in the founding of the Ninth
St. Methodist Episcopal Church.
In 1869 Price, Isaac Black, and Rev. William

Blackburn served as members of a delegation rep
resenting Covington at the Freedmen's Bureau for
Education convention in Louisville. After they
returned, Price and the other Covington delegates
organized aboard oftrustees for the city's proposed
first two public schools for blacks, one housed in a
Baptist church and the other in a Methodist
church,

PRETLOW, RICHARD (b. November 27, 1811,

Southampton Co., Va.; d. February 20, 1894, Cov
ington, Ky.). Physician and banker Richard Pret
low was the son of Samuel and Edna Bailey Pret
low. Richard was educated in the best schools of

On February 25, 1870, the first statewide Afri
can American political convention was scheduled
for Frankfort. Some of the newly enfranchised Af.
rican Americans wanted to vote the straight Re
publican ticket. However, Jacob Price, Isaac Black,
and William Blackburn preferred to vote for anyone
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at his first high school, in the Boone Co. area. He
graduated in 1949 from Morgan High School in
Pendleton Co., where he also played basketball for

Headquarters for Lumber 1

JACOB

PRICE,
DEALER IN ALL KINDS OF

||||}|and] [ŠH]||M||
Singles, IAll Iſlºtill Cláſ Pºls,
INo. 412 Madison St.,
Bet. Fourth and Fifth,

COVINGTON, KY.
8n OV-3mm

-

Advertisement for Jacob Price's lumber yard.

who favored policies in the best interests of the
African American community. This political po
sition later benefited Covington's African Ameri
can community when William L. Grant, a
white politician, asked Price and other African
American community leaders for their support.

"Negro Pastor Dies," KP, March 2, 1923, 1.
"Organized First Negro Church." KTS, March 2,
1923,37.

"School Opened Oct 14 in Basement of Methodist
Church on Madison St. between 2 & 3, CI, Octo
ber 19, 1872, 3,
Theodore H. H. Harris

Grant was an influential businessman and Cov

ington city council member seeking the Demo
cratic nomination for the office of Kenton Co.

representative in the Kentucky legislature. Grant
proposed that if the African American voters
supported him for office, he would have the city
charter of Covington amended to provide for a
public school for black children. William Grant
received the nomination, and a new Covington
city charter soon provided for an African Ameri
can school. Price's political acumen had been
demonstrated.

In 1882 Price owned and operated a lumber
yard and sheds in the area of Fourth St. and Madi
son Ave. The sheds occupied an area 60 by 90 feet
and had a storage capacity of a half million board
feet of lumber. He continued in the lumber busi

ness until 1894. In 1899 Price was named president
of the Colored Laborers' Union.

Price died in 1923 at age 84 in Covington and
was buried in Evergreen Cemetery in Southgate.
On January 26, 1939, the Covington Municipal
Housing Commission named the new housing
complex for blacks in honor of Price, stating that
"no Negro citizen is better known than the late Ja
cob Price."
"Colored Labor Union," KE, March 5, 1899, 3.

"Headquarters for Lumber." DC, November 28, 1882,2.
"Housing Project to Be Named Latonia Terrace: Ne
groSettlement to Be Known as Jacob Price Homes
in Honor of Leader, Board Reports." KP January 26,
1939, 1.

PRICE, KENNY (b. Covington, Ky., May 27,
1931; d. Florence, Ky., August 4, 1987). Fondly
nicknamed the "Round Mound of Sound" because

of his six-foot-three, 300-pound frame, country
musician James Kenny Price sang equally well in
three registers—tenor, baritone, and bass. Al
though he made an impression with fans in the
Greater Cincinnati region on the regionally tele
vised program Midwestern Hayride, he gained
his national fame from appearances on the popu
lar Hee Hawtelevision variety show.
Kenny was born at 1311 Holman Ave. in Cov.
ington in 1931, and his family moved in the mid
1930s to a farm near Florence, Ky., where he spent
most of his youth. Country musicbecame a part of
his life at an early age. He received his first guitar
for Christmas from his parents at age five—it was

the school team.

Price's professional music career started in the
roadhouses and honky-tonks of Northern Ken
tucky during the late 1940s. He later frequently
reminisced that this was a time when country
music wassocially out offavor. However, he played
folk and country music at local clubs for square
dances in Boone Co., where country music was
popular. In 1949 he appeared on a WCPO-TV
country music show, Midday Merry-Go-Round,
in Cincinnati.

In 1952, while Price was serving in the U.S.
Army, he performed with the Horace Heidt USO
show in Korea. Upon military discharge, he mar
ried Donna G. Stewart in 1954. They met at the
Kresge five-and-dime store in Covington,
where she worked as a clerk. In addition to sing
ing and playing guitar, Price also mastered the
drums, the banjo, and the bass fiddle. In 1954 his
long association with WLW television in Cincin
nati began. He first appeared on the Midwestern
Hayride, which became one of the longest
running country music programs on broadcast
television. He also sang lead for a local band, the
Hometowners, with Freddy Langdon, Jay Neas,
and Buddy Ross. In 1957 the band won a televi
sion competition in New York City on the Ar
thur Godfrey Show. During the 1959–60 school
year, Price studied music, theater, and broadcast
ing at the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music.
After many years as a regular cast member, in
1970 he was appointed host of the Midwestern
Hayride and continued through the end of its
long run in 1972. After a few guest appear
ances in 1973, Price became a regular cast mem
ber of the syndicated Nashville television show
Hee Haw.

Price composed more than 1,000 songs. Of his
many recordings, 34 became chart single records.

an auditorium-sized Sears & Roebuck Silverstone,

and he played it with other family musicians on the
farm. Both parents, William and Mary Clayton
Nunnelley Price, sang in their church's choir.
Kenny attended Florence Elementary School,
where he performed in a jamboree-style school
play in the first grade.
Price appeared in local musical talent shows,
winning prizes with his commanding voice and
guitar accompaniment. At age 14 he made his ra
dio debut playing guitar on Northern Kentucky's
WZIP Radio. During his teen years, his family
moved frequently. Price played in the school band

Kenny Price, mid-1950s.

PROGRESSIVE BUILDING AND LOAN ASSOCIATION

He recorded nearly two dozen long-play albums.
His first hit was “Somebody Told Mary/White Sil
ver Sands" in the early 1960s. His first song that
made the top 10 on the country chart was “Walk
ing on New Grass" in 1966, and later that same
year he charted in the top 10 country with "Happy
Tracks." From the late 1960s through the 1970s,
additional hits by Price included “My Goal for To
day,” “California Women,” “Turn on Your Light
(and Let It Shine),” “Let’s Truck Together,” “Easy
Look,” “Too Biga Price to Pay" and “Biloxi." Price's
top 10 country hit “The Sheriff of Boone County"
crossed over to the pop charts with the famous
lyric "You're in a heap of trouble now, boy." It was
about this time when he gained national popular
ity as a regular cast member on Hee Haw. Price
also made a few guest appearances on the Grand
Old Opry and performed at hundreds of live con
certs around the nation. “She's Leavin' (And I'm

Almost Gone)" was his last chart single, recorded
in 1980.

From his first public performance at Florence
Elementary School through his comedic antics
for Hee Haw, Kenny Price was a true musician
first; he appreciated all kinds of music, from folk
and classical to country and rock. He is generally
remembered for his genuine warmth and smiling
face. He never turned away from a handshake or
an autograph request, and he always found time
to spend a few minutes with his fans, treating
them as if they were his neighbors or friends.
During his days at WLW television in Cincinnati,
fans frequently greeted him on the outdoor steps
of Crosley Square, the studio of the Midwestern
Hayride. Price died in Florence in 1987 at age
56 and was buried at Forest Lawn Memorial Park

in Erlanger. He was survived by his wife Donna
and their three children, Kenny Jr., Chris, and
Jennifer.

Clarke, Donald, ed., The Penguin Encyclopedia of
Popular Music. New York: Viking, 1989.
Feiertag, Joe. “Friend Saw Kenny Price as a Happy

Family Man,” Boone County Recorder, August 13,

met at the Calvary Methodist Episcopal Church
building on Sunday afternoons. The Board of Mis

sions of the Lutheran General Synod agreed to as
sist the new congregation financially. On April 1,
1892, the church hired its first pastor, Rev. George
G. Clark. Trinity Lutheran Church was officially
organized on April 19, 1892, with 51 charter mem
bers present. For the next year, the church held ser
vices in the Balke Opera House, at the corner of

Berry and Fairfield Aves, in Bellevue. In July 1892,
the church took an option to purchase property at
the southeast corner of Taylor Ave. and Center St.
The General Synodgranted an interest-free loan to
the church to purchase the site. The cornerstone for
a new building was laid on November 13, 1892,
and it was dedicated on May 14, 1893. Growth of
the congregation was slow, but under the leader
ship of Rev. John M. Bramkamp, the church
reached a membership of 100 by 1902. A parson
age was builton a lot behind the church in 1916.
Rev. C. Myron Danford became pastor of
Trinity in 1936, and during his eight years there,
church attendance nearly tripled. The church that
had struggled financially for many years was now
in an improved financial condition, which permit
ted them to remodel the facility, increase the pas
tor's salary, and become self-supporting. In 1950
Trinity added an educational wing and new art
glass windows and had the entire church rewired.
In 1957 Col. Harry T. Klein donated about
$100,000 worth of Texas Oil Company stock to the
church. The congregation used the gift to purchase
a duplex next to the church, which was demolished
to enlarge the educational wing. Improvements
were also made to the parsonage and the pastor's
study. Thecongregation held their 75th-anniversary
celebration in November 1967, a former pastor,
Rev. Charles Masheck, served as the featured

speaker. Special services were held in July 1970, to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the founding of
the City of Bellevue. On that occasion, the popular
former pastor Rev. Danford delivered the sermon.
By 1971 the church reached its peak membership
of 258.

1987, 1.

“Kenny Price: The 'Mound of Sound,” KP Weekend,
March 30, 1974, 1–4.

Kreimer, Peggy. “Kenny Price, a County Boy Who

Never Wanted to Lose Country," KP, August 8,
1987, 1 K–2K.

Sandhage, Doug, “Kenny Price Down Home,” CE
Magazine, November 27, 1983, 6–10.
. "A Legendary Music Man with a Common

Trinity suffered the same plight as several other
urban churches, with attendance falling dramati
cally as members moved to the suburbs. To help
solve this problem, Trinity and St. Mark Lu
theran Church of Newport (at Seventh and Mon
roe) merged their congregations in 1978 and ad
opted the name Prince of Peace Lutheran Church.
The Newport location was to be vacated and com

Man's Touch,” KP, March 29, 1982, 8K.
bined services were to be held in Bellevue. Within

Williams, Joel. “Popular Star Just a Country Boy from
Florence,” Boone County Recorder, November 19,
1981, 6.

Workum, Bertram. “Hee Haw Star Kenny Price
Dies,” KP, August 5, 1987, 1K–2K.
John Schlipp

a short time, however, friction developed between
the two groups, especially overa decision to sell the
Newport church building. As a result of this dis
pute, the merger was rescinded. Newport members
reopened the St. Mark Church, and the Bellevue
church continued using the new name, Prince of

PRINCE

OF

PEACE

LUTHERAN

soon became immensely popular with the congre
gation. There was renewed enthusiasm within the
church, and the future appeared bright, but trag
edy soon struck. After returning from church on
February 12, 2006, Rev. Hungler suffered a cere
bral hemorrhage, from which he died several days
later. The church was devastated but began the
search for a new leader. A pastor from Lexington,
Rev. Jerry Cantrell, served as interim pastor. To
day, the church has 94 members, dedicated to con
tinuing the work begun so many years ago as Trin
ity Lutheran Church. The congregation is a
member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA).

Davis, Alan Dawson. “A History of Trinity Lutheran
Church," 1962, Trinity Lutheran Church, Bellevue,
Ky.

Veatch, Norman, and Monika Veatch. Interview by
Jack Wessling, Bellevue, Ky., August 6, 2006.
Waltmann, Henry, ed. History of the Indiana
Kentucky Synod of the Lutheran Church of
America: Its Development, Congregations, and

Institutions. Indianapolis, Ind.: Central, 1971.
Jack Wessling
PROGRESSIVE BUILDING AND LOAN

ASSOCIATION. The Progressive Building and
Loan Association, a creation of the African

American community of Covington, was formed

to provide otherwise scarce home financing and
business loans for that community. The associa
tion submitted its articles of incorporation to the
Kenton Co. clerk's office in June 1906. The new

corporation's officers were F. L. Williams, princi
pal of Covington's Lincoln-Grant School,
president, and Wallace A. Gaines, a funeral di
rector, secretary. The board of directors included
Charles E. Jones, a funeral director, and

Lawson Thompson, the owner of Steam Carpet
Cleaners. The other incorporators were James C.
Campbell, a laborer; Charles Carson, a janitor;
Nathan A. Fleming, a teacher at Lincoln-Grant
School; Ollie B. Havelow, pastor at Lane Chapel
C.M.E. Church; and Robert P. Johnson, the prin
cipal of the Latonia Colored School. The corpo
ration's capital stock of $50,000 was divided into
four classes of shares: $400 shares required pay
ments of 80 cents per week, $200 shares required
payments of 40 cents per week, $100 shares re
quired payments of 20 cents per week, and $50
shares required payments of 10 cents per week.
Indebtedness of the firm was capped at $20,000.
The office was located at the corner of Seventh

and Scott Sts., adjacent to the W. A. Gaines Fu
neral Home.

The Progressive Building and Loan Associa
tion was a milestone for the African American

In August 2004, Dr. Timothy Hungler was
hired as interim pastor of Prince of Peace. He had

community of Covington. The association drew its
leaders from all walks of life, and many of them re
mained in business locally for three or four de
cades. The distinguished educators and religious

been raised Catholic but later embraced the Lu

leaders who served with the association were con

theran Church and became a Lutheran pastor. He
was well educated and an excellent speaker and

sistently chosen for both their abilities and their
dedicated service within Covington's African

Peace Lutheran Church.

CHURCH. In January 1892, a small group of Bel
levue residents persuaded Dr. E. K. Bell, pastor of
the First Lutheran Church in Cincinnati, to begin
holding church services in their city. The group
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American community. Available records do not
indicate what happened to the association after
1910.

fore his restaurant days, built and ran several ille
gal whiskey stills in Campbell Co. Whenever he
was caught, he was given veritable slaps on the
wrist, and it was the same for hundreds of others

"Building Association Will Be Organized," KP. May
31, 1906, 2.

“Estill Is President," KP May 6, 1910, 3.
“Negroes File Papers," KP June 12, 1906,2.
Theodore H. H. Harris

PROHIBITION. Although Northern Kentucky
had its share of reformers advocating prohibition,
there were plenty of others who, after it was insti
tuted, took advantage of its opportunities.
Strictly speaking, Prohibition began with the
ratification of the 18th Amendment to the U.S.

Constitution on January 16, 1919, which prohib
ited the importing, exporting, transporting, sell
ing, and manufacturing of intoxicating liquor;
however, enforcement of the amendment did not

begin until the passage, on October 10, 1919, of the
Volstead Act, a law named for a U.S. representa
tive from Minnesota. For years, social reform
groups such as the Women's Christian Temper
ance Union and the Anti-Saloon League had ar
gued for passage of a law making it illegal to man
ufacture, sell, or dispense alcoholic beverages.
They believed that many of the ills in society were
the results of drinking alcoholic beverages and that
the solution was simply to eliminate the alcohol.
Reformers viewed the casual and routine con

sumption of alcohol by new immigrants as only
exacerbating the problem.
The fact of the matter was that roughly one
third of the United States was already dry before
Prohibition, and some entire states had been dry
for alongtime, such as Maine, which had gone dry
as early as 1851, with seemingly little effect. On the
national level, Prohibition clearly demonstrated
the inability of government to legislate behavior. It
seems that the larger the city and the more wealthy
and politically influential its residents, the less
likely it was that the decrees of the Volstead Act
would be imposed. "Do as we say, not as we do” was
what many members of the U.S. Congress in par
ticular proclaimed by their actions. In Washing
ton, D.C., “speakeasies" (nightclubs that served il
legal alcoholic beverages to customers) thrived,
offering illegal drinks to the nation's leaders
openly, while hardworking employees of the Pitts
burgh steel mills were expected to go home and
drink tea. Elected officials at all levels of govern
ment commonly supplemented their incomes by
accepting bribes, and cities such as New York City,
Chicago, and Cincinnati were rampant with abuse
and corruption.
On the local level, the king of corruption was
clearly George Remus, who worked primarily out
of Cincinnati. Many of the freight cars transport
ing his illegal liquor were loaded and unloaded
along railroadsidings in Covington, however. Re
mus had moved to Covington after being acquit
ted in a well-publicized trial for the murder of his
wife, Imogene. On a smaller scale, Newport's John
M. Pompilio (see Pompilio's Restaurant), be

like him engaged in the illegal whiskey trade who
appeared before Judge Oscar T. Roetken, the
Covington-based special Prohibition federal ad
ministrative law judge. Eventually Roetken him
self fell to the temptation of corruption and ac
cepted bribes. Many fire-department runs of the
day were linked to bootleggers and their over
heated stills.

Beer and Wine Revenue Act in March 1933, al

lowing the sale of 3.2 percent beer and light
wines, even as the states were working on the
ratification of the 21st Amendment to repeal
Prohibition, sent to them by Congress in Febru
ary of that year. On December 5, 1933, when
Utah became the 36th state to ratify the 21st
Amendment, Prohibition, the so-called noble

experiment, died.
Behr, Edward. Prohibition: The 13 Years That

Changed America. London: BBC Books, 1997.
"50 Years Ago Today, Beer Prohibition Ended,"

Speakeasies abounded in Covington and
Newport. In the early 1920s, Carl Weber built
his 219 Riverside Dr. bungalow along the river
front in Covington to conform to contemporary
speakeasy standards. The design included sepa
rate entrances to the basement and the upstairs,
where betting action and drinking took place.
Western Union telegraph wires that brought the
horse-racing results for the book upstairs can still
be found along the wall inside a first-floor closet.
Weber was later caught and convicted for these
illegal activities. Meanwhile, hundreds of restau
rants simply shut down with the arrival of Prohi
bition, and those that remained open frequently
served illegal alcoholic drinks on the side. Con
sumers had less reason to go out to eat, when they
could not have an accompanying drink. Prohibi
tion popularized the mixed drink, as a means to
disguise alcohol by mixing it with colorful liq
uids such as orange or tomato juice. In the less
urban areas of the Northern Kentucky region,
many of which were dry to begin with, low levels
of bootlegging continued as before, generally un
noticed. They continue, to some extent, to this
day.
Several unintended consequences arose out of
Prohibition. Organized crime seized the opportu
nity to fill in the gaps of alcoholic beverage supply
lines. The profits were so great that other activities
illegal in Kentucky, such as prostitution, the sale
of drugs, and gambling, soon were added. The lu
rid histories of Newport and Covington attest to
those developments. Government officials learned
that the value of office-holding was not so much
the amount of one's salary, but what could be de

Maysville Ledger Independent, April 7, 1983.
“Prohibition Raids Saturday Night Are Fruitless,”
Maysville Ledger, January 26, 1925, 1.
Sweeney, Michael R. "Pompilio's Restaurant: A Cen
tennial History, 70 Years of Spaghetti and More."
NKH 11, no. 2 (Spring—Summer 2004): 2–20.

rived from the take. Often, when officials made

order to accommodate travelers to Northern Ken

raids, little or no evidence of illegal activities was
found. For example, in Maysville in January 1925,
agents raided the St. James Hotel, a known moon
shine joint, and found just a pint of fruit juice. Ob
viously, the proprietor had been tipped off about

tucky and locals working various shifts at indus
trial jobs in the area, soon there were "day houses"
and "night houses" of prostitution operating in
Newport. This quick and convenient service was
not the only one available for brothel guests. There
were also more upscale prostitution houses that
came alive in the late afternoon and stayed open all
night. During the 1930s there were about 15 known
brothels in Newport. Some of them were houses
but a brief walk away from York and Monmouth
Sts. in what was known as the more disreputable
side of Newport, not far from the police station
and the city jail. Streetwalkers were also common
place in town, overseen by their pimps, who trailed
them close by.
Bar girls, or B-girls, were yet another source of
prostitution. They were professional dancers,

this raid in advance. Banal solutions such as near

beer were dismal and laughable failures. The great
comic W. C. Fields summed it up best when he
said, “The man who called it near beer' was a bad

judge of distance."
By the end of the 1920s, the handwriting was
on the wall; even many of the original supporters
of Prohibition were acknowledging its lack of
success. Although not intrinsically an anti
Prohibitionist, President Franklin Delano Roo
sevelt (1933–1945) knew where the votes were,

and once in office, he approved the passage of the

PROSTITUTION. Prostitution has been pres
ent in Northern Kentucky's history since early
times. During most of the 19th century, U.S.
Army soldiers were stationed at the Newport Ar
senal (see Newport Barracks), and prostitution
filtered into the area around the barracks and

near the Licking River. During the Civil War,
soldiers came from nearby cities to visit the many
brothels located in the river town of Newport. In
the 1890s the army moved to the nearby Fort
Thomas Military Reservation, but soldiers
stationed there continued to visit Newport's
brothels. In 1916 Newport city commissioners
fought to keep these “questionable houses" from
opening. They tried to prevent Brighton St. prop
erty owners in the city's West End from renting
housing to single women. When young women
appeared in court and were convicted of prostitu
tion, they were given the option of going to jail
or paying a $15 fine and leaving town forever.
During this same period, policemen from nearby
Covington assisted in raiding rooming houses
located on W. Fourth St. in Newport, arresting
tenants and their guests, and charging them with
disorderly conduct.
Prostitution did not become organized until
the 1930s, with the arrival of the “syndicate boys’
from Chicago and later from Cleveland, Ohio. In

PURE PRAIRIE LEAGUE

second-rate and often off-key singers, or waitresses,
all working the strip clubs operating along Mon
mouth and York Sts. The girls received a percent
age of the club's take, based on the dollar value of
the drinks they sold. The more a patron drank, the
more physical attention the B-girls provided. There
were about 300 women working as prostitutes in
Newport during the 1940s, all within an area of
less than one square mile. The numbers of such
“working girls" would increase when a convention
came to Cincinnati. Visiting out-of-towners were
assisted by taxi drivers in selecting a particular
brothel. The driver would receive a kickback or a

Commonwealth of Kentucky, Co. of Kenton Ordi
nance No. 451.9 as Amended, December 14, 2004.

DeMichele, Matthew, and Gary Potter. “Newport

Gambling, Sin City Revisited: A Case Study of the
Official Sanctioning of Organized Crime." In
Kentucky Univ., Richmond, Ky.
Driehaus, Bob. “Bar Owner, Dancers Indicted," KP,

September 20, 1997,2K.
“18 Girls Leave Newport by Tonight or Goto Jail," KP

ministers formed the Committee of 500 (see New

Flynn, Terry. “Cincinnati's 'Sin City." CE, July 29,
2003, 16E.

Houck, Jeanne. “John's Letters Target Prostitution,”

tained what became PPL’s most enduring hit,
"Amie," which was composed by Fuller. In Sep

2005, 1F.

“Newport Vice Raid Are Tipped Off—No Arrests
Made by Raiders (Empty Beds Found)." KTS, No
vember 30, 1956, 1A.

Ramos, Steve. “Everyone Was on the Payroll at That

still operate in Newport, and they no longer fea

bar owner involved and three of his dancers. In

2004, as a warning to anyone looking for a pros
titute in his city, the mayor of Covington sent
“Dear John” letters to wives of the men convicted

of soliciting prostitutes in Covington. A recent
U.S. Supreme Court decision has prompted
many Northern Kentucky cities to adopt a zon

ing ordinance for the "Regulation of Sexually
Oriented Business," clearly delineating where the
clubs may legally operate. Given prostitution's
long-established and persistent history locally,
only time will tell how effective such efforts as

tember 1972 Hinds recruited another friend,

Fort Thomas native Michael "Mike" Reilly, as the
group's bass guitarist. This trio from Northern
Kentucky, along with Call and Powell, were the
members of PPL after Fuller left the group in
1973, he had filed for conscientious objector sta

Time: The Police Were Directing Traffic for People
Breaking the Law.” City Beat, January 12, 2000.

tus when he received his Vietnam draft notice.

http://citybeat.com/gyrobase/Home.

While Fuller performed alternative service at a
Covington hospital, RCA dropped its contract

“Vice Raids Net 4 Arrests,” KP, October 8, 1919, 1.

with the band.

“Woman, 22, Caught in Vice Raid." KTS, December
1, 1956, 1.

Jeanne Greiser

tion and Advocacy (P&A) is the agency designated
by the governor of Kentucky to provide legal ad
vocacy to persons with disabilities. It is indepen
dent from the service-providing and funding
agencies of the state. P&A has federal and state
mandates to gain access to records, conduct inves
tigations, pursue legal remedies, and educate poli
cymakers concerning the rights of individuals

ture nudity or topless dancing.
In 1997 nearby Kenton Co. completed an in
vestigation that led to the dismantling of a pros
titution ring; charges were brought against the

joined Pure Prairie League as its third drummer.
In need of a keyboardist, Hinds asked Michael
Connor of Latonia also to join. With Hinds and

Univ., Highland Heights, Ky., http://library.nku
.edu/mncſnewport.html.
Martin, Chuck. “One Brassy Lady," KE, May 22,

By the 1960s there were several strip clubs op
erating openly instead of in back rooms. These
places, which usually stayed open until 3:00 a.m.,

in the corner was available for any physical activi
ties. Business was brisk, especially after a Cincin
nati Reds baseball game.
In 1982 Newport issued a ban on nude dancing
as a response to a public outcry, and the town's im
age changed as the strip clubs gradually were forced
out of business. Today only a couple of adult clubs

several changes were made in the band's compo

album, Bustin’ Out, in 1972. The album con

PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY. Protec

Kissing Bandit," Morganna Roberts, who kept an

band's self-titled debut album did not sell well, so

Connor, PPL recorded its second RCA-labeled

prostitution.

establishment full of customers. A darkened booth

PPL signed a recording contract with RCA
following an appearance in Cleveland, Ohio. The

“Lew Wallace Newport History Collection," Archives
of the W. Frank Steely Library, Northern Kentucky

port Reform Groups) with the goal of ridding
Newport and Campbell Co. of vice, including

hired well-known dancers, such as “Baseball's

at Chillicothe, Ohio, in 1969.

sition. Fort Thomas native William “Bill" Hinds

August 17, 1916, 1.

Hill in eastern Hamilton Co., Ohio, for their

weekly clandestine trysts with prostitutes. During
the late 1950s, a group of local civic leaders and

perance movement depicted in the 1939 Errol
Flynn movie Dodge City, Pure Prairie League
(PPL) was founded by John David Call, Craig
Fuller, George Powell, and drummer Tom McGail

“Open City,” Justice and Police Studies, Eastern

KP, December 16, 2004, 2K.

tip from the money taken in by the operators of the
brothel. For years the joke circulated that the pop
ulation of Newport was "30,000 by day, and
100,000 at night.”
During the mid-1950s, police raids occurred,
and arrests were made at Corky's Café in Newport
and at the Haidi Club in Covington, as well as at
Big Jim Harris's notorious Hy-Dee-Ho Club in
Wilder. At Corky's Café on Saturday nights, cars
would line up along Southgate Alley. Customers
would drive to Newport from as faraway as Indian
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with disabilities.

Kentucky P&A functions in three ways: it pro

In 1975 the group's burgeoning popularity on
college campuses, including significant radio air
time for "Amie," caused RCA to re-sign PPL and
release “Amie" as a single, which crossed over to
the Billboard top 40 pop charts. The band's third
album, Two Lane Highway, followed and in
cluded Fort Thomas-born Larry Goshorn. It also
climbed to the top 40, as did If the Shoe Fits, PPL's
fourth album. In 1977 Goshorn's brother Tim, also

from Fort Thomas, joined the group, replacing Call,
the band's last founding member. Shortly thereaf
ter PPL again fragmented, leaving only Northern
Kentuckians Hinds, Connor, and Reilly as the
band's members.

vides information, referral, and technical assis

In 1979 Patrick Bolin and Norman, Okla., na

tance to persons with disabilities, their families,
and supporters about issues and concerns that are
disability-related; it provides training for individu
als to become more knowledgeable about their
rights as a person with a disability, as well as train
ing for families and the greater community about
those rights; and it provides legal advocacy on be
half of individuals whose rights have been violated
as a result of their disability. The emphasis on legal
advocacy addresses systemic problems, so that the
ripple effect from P&A's representation has influ
ence for many other persons with disabilities. P&A

tive Vince Gilljoined with the Northern Kentucky
trio. The quintet's disappointing sales of Can't

is available to all residents of the Northern Ken

tucky region.
Kentucky Protection and Advocacy. www.kypa.net
(accessed March 24, 2006).
Robin Rider Osborne

these will be.

PURE PRAIRIE LEAGUE. This rock-influ

Cathie John. “Gambler Shot Gangland Style in New
port." www.cathiejohn.com/jp2.html.

enced country music band was initially known as
a bar band playing in and around Cincinnati and
Northern Kentucky. Named after a woman's tem

Hold Back prompted RCA to drop PPL for a sec

ond time. The group subsequently signed with
Casablanca Records and replaced Bolin with Ken
tuckian Jeff Wilson.

PPL’s popularity catapulted as its traditional
sounds melded with the influences of songwriter
Dan Greer, lead singer Gill's bluegrass-country
rock sound, and the inspiration of prolific song
writer Troy Seals. The band's next two albums, Fi
rin' Up and Something in the Night, became two
of its most successful productions. Those albums
resulted in five hit singles, including “Let Me Love
You Tonight," which reached the top 10 on the Bill
board pop charts in 1980. PPL’s national promi
nence faded once again following the bankruptcy
of Casablanca and the departure of Gill to pursue a
solo career. The band's attempt to recruit former
Orleans lead singer Larry Hoppen fizzled, and the
group sustained itselfthrough the mid-1980s with
out a record label. The band dissolved in 1987. In

1998 it resurfaced led by founding member Fuller,
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Michael Connor, and Mike Reilly. Pure Prairie
League continues performing today at places like the
Fort Thomas Fall Festival, although it performs without Connor, who died September 2, 2004, at age 54.

"Country Music Television." www.cmt.com (accessed
November 3, 2005).

“Fort Thomas Fall Festival, SC, October 3, 2004, 20.
“Michael Connor, Amie Pianist—Pure Prairie League

Member Was 54." KE, September 9, 2004, B7.
Pure Prairie League, www.pureprairieleague.com
(accessed November 3, 2005).

“Pure Prairie League Reunites, Will Do June 13 Show
at Jillians's,” KE, June 3, 1999, C1.

Ruhlmann, William. All Music Guide to Rock. Aus
tin,Tex.; Frugal Media, 1995.

Whitburn, Joel. The Billboard Book of Top 40 Hits.
New York: Billboard, 1985.

William Morris Agency. www.wma.com (accessed
November 3, 2005).

Paul A. Carl Jr.

city council, she was elected and served for two
years. In 1993 Qualls became the first popularly
elected mayor of the city. She proved to be well liked
by the citizens, had a good relationship with council
members, and worked well with the city's business
interests. She sought to improve the city by her Zero
Tolerance Initiative, which targeted the city's slum
landlords. She also founded the Cincinnati Home

QUALLS, ROXANNE (b. March 3, 1953, Ta

coma, Wash.). Former Cincinnati mayor Roxanne
Qualls is the daughter of Eugene Van Lear and
Kathryn Vetter Qualls. The family moved to Er
langer, Ky., in 1961. Roxanne began her education
at St. Henry Elementary School in Erlanger and
went on to Notre Dame Academy in Park Hills,
graduating in 1971. She attended Thomas More
College in Crestview Hills from 1971 to 1973 and
the University of Cincinnati from 1973 to 1975.
Qualls served as director of the Northern Ken

ownership Partnership, consisting of 32 organiza
tions, which encouraged and assisted citizens who
were buying homes. Mayor Qualls was also instru:
mental in the redevelopment of the Cincinnati riv
erfront, which is now anchored by two new sports
stadiums. She served as mayor from 1993 to 1999
and left office at that time because ofterm limits.

Qualls then became a fellow at the Institute of

Politics in the Kennedy School of Government
(KSG) at Harvard University. In the fall of 2001,
she was named a Loeb Fellow in the Graduate

the Women Helping Women organization. She di

School of Design at Harvard. She earned an MPA
(master's in public administration) degree from
the KSG in 2002 and subsequently was a Malcolm

rected what is now known as the Cincinnatioffice

Weiner Fellow at the KSG.

of the Ohio Citizens Action group.
As an unknown contender for Cincinnati City

In January 2004 Qualls began serving as a vis
iting professor at Northern Kentucky Univer
sity, where she teaches in public administration.
She is also director of the university's Public Lead

tucky Rape Crisis Center and later as director of

Council in 1987, she came in 14th out of the 25 can

didates vying for a seat. In 1991, on her third run for

ership Initiative. She presently resides in down
town Cincinnati. Qualls is one of three Northern

Kentuckians to serve as mayor of Cincinnati, the
other two being Theodore M. Berry and David
Mann. In fall 2007 she was named to the Cincin

nati City Council to replace Jim Tarbell, who had
resigned. In November 2007 she was reelected to
the Cincinnaticity Council.
CNN.com. "Candidate Profile from Congressional
Quarterly." www.cnn.com (accessed February 8,
2007).

"Ex-Mayor Qualls to Teach at NKU" KP, November
3, 2003,7K.

Maloney, Sharon. "Even the GOP Sees Roxanne
Qualls as a Formidable Candidate." www.cincypost

com (accessed February 7, 1998).
Northern Kentucky University. "Former Mayor Was
SOP Student." www.nku.edu (accessed February 8,
2007).

"Notice Well Deserved," KP, February 8, 1996,4K.
Qualls, Roxanne. E-mail to Paul A. Tenkotte, Febru
ary 13, 2007.

. Telephone interview by Jack Wessling, Febru
ary 8, 2007, Alexandria, Ky.
Trapp, Doug "Roxanne Isn't Done.” City Beat, Janu
ary 3, 2002, www.citybeat.com (accessed February
7, 2007).

Jack Wessling

or landing on the community's shores. Instead,
they put in at Rising Sun, where the channel was
deeper and access was easier. These conditions
made a ferry connecting the two cross-river com
munities an economic necessity. Goods for export
were ferried across to the steamboats and imports
were ferried back.

more mail intended for the Carlton district was

mistakenly delivered to Carrollton, 39 milesdown
river, the postal service decided to builda new post
office in the Carlton district and asked locals to
choose a new name for it. Their choice was Rabbit

Hash, already the informal name of the town. Ac
cordingly, Rabbit Hash became the official name of
both the town and its post office, as postmarks

hamlet, Rabbit Hash, in Boone Co. It remains

As the population increased, and river com
merce and transportation progressed, more goods
and products made their way down to the ferry
landing. Eventually, when the need arose for a
place to store these items until the steamboats ar
rived, a group of local farmers built a storehouse

much the same as in preceding generations. This

onghe Rabbit Hash bank. The storage facility was

1937. But the flood of 1937 was not Rabbit Hash's

area of Boone Co. can trace the settlement of its ru

managed, and then eventually owned and oper
ated, by a single proprietor, James A. Wilson, who
was only 17 years old when it opened in 1831. That
business, which has been in continuous operation
ever since, with very little change, came to be
known as the Rabbit Hash General Store. The gen

first encounter with natural disaster. Significant

RABBIT HASH. On the southern bank of the

Ohio River, at mile number 506.1 (from Pitts

burgh, Pa.), is nestled an early-19th-century river

ral communities to around 1813, when the Boone

Co. Court issued its first ferry covenant bond to
Edward Meeks to establish a ferry boat service in
the vicinity of Rabbit Hash. Since Kentucky's offi
cial boundary line was the low-water mark of the
Ohio River on the opposite shore, all decisions,
regulations, and permits concerning the river fell
under Kentucky's jurisdiction. Meeks's Ferry was
upstream from Rabbit Hash, near the mouth of
Middle Creek. It was established to transport peo
ple, livestock, and farm products across the river to
what became Rising Sun, Ind. The town of Rising
Sun was established in 1814, before the Indiana

territory became a state in 1816. At this time trans
portation on the Ohio River by steamboat was in
its infancy. It became necessary to provide a mode
of physical communication between the north and
south shores of the river as the two settlements

grew. The region's economy began to rely more on
river transportation, and transporting farm prod
ucts to and from steamboats was the early business
in Rabbit Hash. An expansive sandbar on the Ken
tucky shore prohibited steamboats from tying up

eral store soon became the heart and soul of the

community.

An early name ofthe community, derived from
the name of its magisterial district, was Carlton.
The magisterial district, encompassing much of
western Boone Co., presumably was named for an
early settler of the area, James Carlton. In winter
1847, the area where the general store is located
began to be called Rabbit Hash. During a Christ
mastime freshet, a group of individuals were sit
ting outdoors, watching the water. One person re
marked that he was going to have rabbit hash that
evening, since the rising water was forcing the rab
bits to leave their holes. This fellow quickly was
given the nickname Rabbit Hash, and the town
soon was being called Rabbit Hash as well.
From 1825 to 1875, most mail traveled up and
down the rivers by steamboat. Because more and

soon attested.

Rabbit Hash has had to fight two natural ene
mies, floods and ice, in order to survive as a com

munity. Half of the town of Rabbit Hash was sev
ered from its Ohio River location by the flood of

Ohio River floods had also occurred in 1849, 1883,

1884, and 1913. The people of Rabbit Hash took
note. The local blacksmith in the 1880s devised

a solution for the ever-threatening problem. He
designed and installed a series of threaded rods
bolted on all four corners of the general store be
tween its bottom sill and top plate logs. Beneath
the store, these rods have a hook. Another rod

and-hook system is anchored by concrete in the
ground just below these rods. When floodwaters
rise and begin to float the store, these hooks engage
and secure the building in place until the water
subsides. Mud from the 1937 flood can still be seen

in the attic of the general store, proving the effec
tiveness of this protective system.
The ice that formed on the river in 1918 did lit

tle significant damage to the town, but it was a rare
spectacle. There is photographic evidence that cars
and trucks drove across the Ohio River on the ice

that year, not to mention the scores of pedestrians
taking advantage of nature's new bridge to Indi
ana. Rabbit Hash fared much better than Cincin

nati and other river cities up and down the river
that lost boats, landings, and warehouses to the
destructive ice event. In 1945, however, ice crushed

and buried the last ferryboat in Rabbit Hash, the
Mildred.

As time passed, communications between Rab
bit Hash and Rising Sun ceased and the townsgrew
further apart. In earlier times, people from Rabbit
Hash had frequented Rising Sun on a regular basis.
They worked there, worshipped at the town's
churches, went to school in Rising Sun, shopped
and doctored there, and were buried there. This

close interaction and relationship ended when the
river level was raised during the 1960s by the new
Markland Dam. With the Ohio River's new sys.
tem of navigational locks and dams, Rising Sun is
cutoff from its former neighbor.
From the 1960s to the late 1970s, Rabbit Hash's

economy declined. The convenience of automobile
transportation and the establishment of trendy
shopping complexes and malls were sounding the
death knell for Rabbit Hash. The winter of 1978–
1979 was another time when stretches of the Ohio

River froze over completely. Rabbit Hash suffered
no losses or damage, but this was the ice event that
totally obliterated Big Bone Island downstream.
As before in 1918, people walked over the ice from
Rabbit Hash to Rising Sun, mainly just to say they
Rabbit HaShºGeneral Store.

did it. This was also the winter when Lib and Cliff

RAGAN, GEORGE WARREN

Stephens decided they would no longer own the

with the transmission of noise, but not until 1895

Rabbit Hash General Store. The town was dead and

was a system produced, by Guglielmo Marconi,
using Hertz's ideas. In March 1899 the first wire
less messages were transmitted across the English

theirbusiness was as well. Louie Scott had just pur
chased the old Ryle Brothers Store in town from
his uncle Clayton Ryle, when Cliff offered to sell
the general store to Scott. Scott bought it and then
purchased other properties in town until he finally
owned them all. He believed the town needed sav

ing, and thanks to his efforts, Rabbit Hash was res
cued and given new life. On December 13, 2002,
Louie Scott sold his holdings in Rabbit Hash to
the Rabbit Hash Historical Society (RHHS) for a
nominal price to ensure the community's contin
ued preservation. A very generous donation of
$250,000 bequeathed to the RHHS in 2001 by
Edna Flower, a local resident, made this transac

tion and a subsequent endowment fund possible.
Locally, in Boone Co., Rabbit Hash is a landmark
and has been granted the only Historic Overlay
zoning in the county. The general store has been
designated as a Kentucky Landmark since the late
1970s and has been on the National Register of
Historic Places since the early 1980s. In December
2003, the entire town and 33 acres of contiguous
properties were designated by the National Park
Service and the Department of Interior as a Na
tional Register District; it was the second National
Register District in Boone Co. In 2004 First Lady
Laura Bush honored Rabbit Hash by recognizing
it as a Preserve America Community. Preserve
America is a White House initiative developed in
cooperation with the Advisory Council on His
toric Preservations, the U.S. Department of Inte
rior, and the U.S. Department of Commerce to
highlight worthy efforts to preserve America's na
tional heritage.
Over the past 25 years, there have been five dif
ferent proprietors of the store, and each has added
a distinctive color to Rabbit Hash's history, keep
ing intact the store's claim of continuous operation
since 1831. Rabbit Hash hats, shirts, and other sou

venirs have been bought and carried by the store's
customers to many parts of the world.

Channel, and in December 1901 the first transat

lantic message was sent. In December 1900, Regi
nald Fessenden, an employee of the U.S. Weather
Bureau, transmitted speech, usinga high-frequency
spark; this appears to have been the first audio ra
dio transmission. Just over one year later, on Janu
ary 1, 1902, Nathan B. Stubblefield demonstrated a
radio transmitter-receiver in Murray, Ky., by trans
mitting his son's voice about one mile to a receiver
before an audience of about 1,000.

Radio began much as the computer did, owned
and operated by amateurs who dabbled in scien
tific apparatus and generally communicated only
among themselves. The strange collection of bat
teries and wires and tuning devices that they used,
hooked up to a brass key and headphones, could

Don Clare

moved WCKY's transmitter to Cincinnati but kept
the station's broadcasting license in Kentucky. By

(see also WFBE; WFTM; WCVG; WNOP,
WNKU; WZIP).

stations until December 1912. The nation was di

vided up into districts, and Kentucky was a part of
the ninth district. The licensing authority was the
U.S. Commerce Department. When the first list of
stations was published on July 1, 1913, none of the
22 stations in the ninth district were in Kentucky.
On October 1, 1913, the first supplement to the list
included three licenses in Kentucky, one at Frank
fort and two in Newport. The licensees in Newport
were Ervin B. Mattenheimer and John H. Flynn Jr.
In 1914 two more licenses were added from New

Leming, John E., Jr. Personal collections of various

papers and clippings on local area radio, Cold
Spring, Ky.

“Ready to Give Wireless Warnings." KE, February 7,
1914, I.

John E. Leming Jr.
RAGAN, GEORGE WARREN (b. April 19,
1865, near Independence, Ky.; d. September 27,
1937, Cold Spring, Ky.). George W. Ragan, a physi

port, so four of the first five stations licensed in the
state were in Newport. In effect, Newport had be
come "the radio capitol" of Kentucky. Flynn was
featured in a Kentucky Enquirer article in 1914,

cian and a state senator, was the son of Eli and

when he and a few other amateurs formed the Ohio

adventures of his mother's father, Warren Carter,

Valley Radio Association for the purpose of relay

whom Daniel Carter Beard colorfully described

ing messages.

in his book Hardly a Man Is Now Alive.

Although the possibility of transmitting speech
and music had been demonstrated, actual broad

casting to the public on a scheduled basis by desig
nated stations did not begin before 1919. Station
KDKA of Pittsburgh, Pa., claims to be the first sta
tion to hold a schedule of brief announcements and

important commercial radio stations. In 1923J. G.
Harbord, president of the Radio Corporation of
America, delivered a speech before the Agricultural
Society at Topeka, Kans. Harbord proclaimed the
invention of radio to be a "miracle of the ages" and

been also claimed as the first station, located at

early 1800s when scientists Joseph Henry and Mi
chael Faraday theorized that that electrical cur
rents traveling over one wire could produce cur
rent in another wire. Heinrich Hertzexperimented

nues, that station's owner, L. B. Wilson, later

1932 it was estimated that 20 million Americans

music; however, the Ohio River Valley had what has

earlier than 1923. The idea was entertained in the

ington in 1929. To broaden his audience and reve

owned radios, or 64 percent of the population. By
1950, when television began taking some of the at
tention away from radio, 40 million Americans
owned a radio, about 94 percent of all households

RADIO. Northern Kentucky was a center of early

man welfareas closelyasthewooden printingblocks
invented by Gutenberg five centuries earlier.
Wireless communication actually began much

fourth station, WCKY, was constructed in Cov

create sound that could travel to remote areas that

amateur radio and has been home to a number of

an invention that touched human interest and hu

for radio receiving sets among the public. John
Flynn became one of the men from Northern Ken
tucky to take advantage of this new business op
portunity, and by 1922 he had formed the United
Radio Labs in Cincinnati and was making and
selling radio apparatuses. Numerous men pursued
the same path between 1921 and 1925. The first re
ceiving sets were of the crystal type, soon followed
by battery-powered sets employing tubes. By 1930,
most sets being sold were powered by electricity on
alternating current. Radio shops and repair facili
ties sprang up in nearly every city, along with ad
ditional broadcasting stations.
By 1929 Kentucky had three commercial radio
stations operating, WLAP, WHAS, and WFIW. A

were not connected by the telegraph. In Northern
Kentucky, as well as the rest of the world, these
amateurs became the businessmen who began to
produce the simple sets that became popular in
people's homes.
The United States did not start licensing radio

Nelson, William H. The Buried Treasure: A Rabbit

Hash Mystery. Lawrenceburg, Ind: Sam Chap
man, ca. 1890. Reprint, Rabbit Hash, Ky. Rabbit
Hash Historical Society, 1997.
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Peebles Corner in the Walnut Hills neighborhood
of Cincinnati. Owned by the Precision Equipment
Company, the station eventually known as 8XB
held regular broadcasts of music in 1919. Former
employee Lt. Harry Breckel claimed that Precision
was selling wireless apparatuses in 1919. To stimu
late sales, he and several other engineers built and
operated a station playing music under the call let
ters PC in 1919. They received the call letters 8XB in
1920. The story was substantiated by one of the sta
tion's engineers, Thomas New.
With the advent of regular broadcasts, manu
facturers quickly saw that there would be a market

Sarah Carter Ragan. His grandfather was a true
Kentucky pioneer, born in the state in 1797. George
Ragan grew up on the family farm listening to the

Ragan began the study of medicine at the age of
18. Traveling to his employment by either steam
boat or the Short Line (the Louisville, Cincin

nati, and Lexington Railroad), he worked in
his spare time to support himself and pay for his
schooling. In March 1891 he graduated from the
University of Louisville Medical School, and that
same year he married Effie Morrison Riggs, a
schoolteacher, also from the Independence area.
They had two sons, Dr. David Yandell Ragan, who
also graduated from the University of Louisville
Medical School, and Allen Edgar Ragan, an Ohio
State University history professor who graduated
from Miami University, Oxford, Ohio.
George Ragan's strong desire to serve where he
was most needed sent him on horseback over the

countryside in Kentucky, talking with residents;
after much consideration, he decided to practice
medicine in Campbell Co. He built the family
home in Cold Spring, along U.S. 27, on a site that
is today the offices of Griffin Industries. Ragan
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became known as a friend to the common people.
He served all the surrounding areas in the county
where he practiced and also provided care to the
children in the St. Joseph Orphanage (see Dioce
san Catholic Children's Home). A true country
doctor, he regularly helped the sick where he found
them, even though it meant traveling by horse and
buggy over the back roads in all kinds of weather.
As he aged and his practice grew, and as the county
changed with the times, he opened an office at his
residence. His 1925 journal listed more than 550
patients, some living south of Alexandria and oth
ers north of the Ohio River.

Ragan was a member of the Cold Spring School
Board for more than 27 years. This service, along

styles: instrumental rags, ragtime songs, ragtime
waltzes, and the earlier style that involved "rag
ging" existing music. During its peak period (1897–
1919), ragtime was credited with increasing the
popularity of pianos and player pianos nationwide.
Ragtime tunes were popularized through sheet
music, available at music retailers and five-and

dime stores. In addition, solo piano performances
at vaudeville shows throughout the nation assisted
in introducing the style to mainstream America.
A notable ragtime artist was Artie “Mr. 814"
Matthews, who founded the Cosmopolitan School
of Music on W. Ninth St. in Cincinnati and oper.
ated it from the 1920s into the late 1950s. He trained

with his desire to reduce taxes for the farmers in

countless artists and had many Northern Kentucky
connections. Matthews was secretary-treasurer of

the area and build better roads, led to his nomina

the Cincinnati Musicians' Local 814 African Amer

tion for the office of state senator in 1931, at age 66.
Defeating Republican senator Ellsworth Regen
stein by a large majority, he was elected, and then
he was reelected in 1935. While in office Ragan in
troduced a bill dealing with revenue and taxation
in 1934 and was present when the Whiskey Bill
passed in 1936. He was a close personal friend of
Kentucky governor A.B. "Happy” Chandler (1935–
1939, 1955–1959), president of the Bank of Cold
Spring, and a member of the Alexandria Lodge of

ican union. He had arranged and composed many
rag tunes earlier in St. Louis at the Stark Music
Company; his most famous piece, however, is an
early jazz classic entitled "Weary Blues."
Covington native Louis H. Mentel was a rag
time composer; he published “A Daisy Girl" in
Covington in 1905. In 1910 Covington's William
M. Hickman wrote and published "Diplomat Rag."
also in Covington. The Gasdorf Music Publish
ing Company of Newport, one of several ragtime
music houses in the region, represented a rare
melding of African American and German cul
ture. Music historian Hasse says that Alfred Gas
dorf, who was born into a musical family in New
port about 1883, performed in orchestras on the
Island Queen steamboat. Northern Kentucky
composer Floyd H. Willis (born in Falmouth) pub
lished many rags in Covington, including "Ken
tucky Rag" in 1908. He was also a Cincinnati movie
theater accompanist. Two other Northern Ken
tucky artists dabbled with ragtime during careers
known for other forms of music. Covington-born
Justin Huber, a regional bandleader, as a young
man in 1911 published a "catchy" Indian ragtime
piece called “Fire Water", and Larry Vincent, lo
cally remembered for his years of piano playing at
the Beverly Hills Supper Club and at the Look
out House, had a previous career of vaudeville, in
which he was not above trying a rag or two.
Ragtime was virtually displaced by the intro
duction of jazz in the early 1920s. It gained a re
newed following upon the release of the Oscar
winning motion picture The Sting (1973), which
won an Academy Award for Marvin Hamlish's ad
aptation of Scott Joplin's classic piano ragtime

Masons.

Ragan practiced medicine as a country doctor
for 47 years. He was 72 when he died of a heart at
tack at his home in Cold Spring in 1937. He was
buried at the Independence Cemetery in Kenton
Co., and his widow Effie was buried next to him in
1952.

“Honor Ragan–Orphanage Pays Tribute to 40 Years
Service,” KP, November 30, 1931, 1.

“Senator Ragan Dies of Heart Attack in Home,” KP,
September 27, 1937, 1.
Special Collections and Archives, Univ. of Louisville

Medical School, Louisville, Ky.
Deborah R. Neace

RAGTIME. Ragtime, America's first original
music, flourished during the first two decades of
the 20th century. Popular largely for its lively and
syncopated style, it gained momentum in St. Louis
and New York City, but Cincinnati and Northern
Kentucky were also important ragtime hubs. The
migration of African Americans from the south
ern states helped spread the ragtime style. River
boats on the Ohio River, the Island Queen steam

boat in particular, also served to expose audiences
to the popular style of music.
Ragtime should not be confused with an ear
lier related style known as the Cakewalk. Ragtime
is a musical form written in 2/4 or 4/4 time that has

a syncopated melody and "ragged” rhythmic ac
cents on the weak beats. Although band perfor

tunes featured in the film.

Hasse, John Edward. Cincinnati Ragtime: A List of
Composers and Their Works. Cincinnati: John
Edward Hasse, 1983.

Jasen, David A., and Gene Jones. That American
Rag: The Story of Ragtime from Coast to Coast.

RAILROAD DEPOTS. At the Northern Ken

tucky railroad depots, passenger tickets were sold
or freight was deposited for shipmentor after being
shipped, or both functions were carried out. Not
every train station had a depot. From the begin
ning of railroad service until the 1950s, the rail
road depot was the heart and soul of a town. There
fore, the stationmaster at the depot was a man of
importance in the town, and his coming and go
ings were reported in the local newspaper.
The railroad depot was the place to see who was
arriving and who was departing, since it served as
the portal through which most people arrived and
left the community. Friends were welcomed and
loved ones kissed goodbye. The depot was also a
scene of bereavement, for the trains carried friends

and relatives who had died while away from the
community and were being returned home in their
caskets for burial.

Because the Western Union telegraph office
was at the depot, it was also the place to hear the
latest news. Announcements of sporting events were
often passed over Western Union wires to be posted
by the telegraph operator on the depot bulletin
board. Before radio became common, major league
ball games came to life in a community through
those bulletin-board postings; the telegraph opera
tor chalked up inning-by-inning scores and some
times even descriptions of important plays. The de
pot was also the site where the U.S. Post Office
Railway Express received outgoing mail and un
loaded incoming mail.
Most of the goods moving into and out of
town came through the freight depot, loaded in a
boxcar(lumber), on a flatcar (farm machinery), in
a gondola car (pipes), or in a hopper car (coal); or
they came via the Railway Express Agency (REA).
The REA, which was the UPS and FedEx of its

time, handled all less-than-carload shipments. If
a town did not have a freight depot, it would have
a railroad siding where cars to be loaded or un

loaded could be staged. The shipper or receiver
of the goods would back a wagon up to the rail car
at the siding to load or unload merchandise. Be
cause enough space had to be provided for a
wagon with its team of horses to pull next to the
railcar, these sidings were referred to as team sid
ings. The depot began to lose its place in the com
munity in the 1920s; by the 1960s, depots had
fallen into disuse. Freight moved by truck or was
carried in containers on trains that stopped only
at major terminals.
Until the 1960s, many railroads ran frequent
passenger service over their lines, allowing a per
son to go to Cincinnati in the morning to shop or
attend a Cincinnati Reds baseball game, and to re
turn home that night. For a number of years at the
start of the 20th century, the Southern Railway
(SR) offered commuter service between Cincinnati

New York; Schirmer Books, 2000.

mances of ragtime were not uncommon, ragtime

and Williamstown and stations in between. Pas

Sadie, Stanley, ed. The New Grove Dictionary of
was initially and more often played on the piano.
The birth of ragtime is commonly credited to
African American composer and pianist Scott
Joplin in St. Louis, Mo., during the early 1890s.
John Edward Hasse, a music historian from Cin

cinnati, has noted that there were four ragtime

Music and Musicians. Vol. 5. New York: Grove,
2001.

Steib, Murray, ed. Reader's Guide to Music: History,
Theory, Criticism. Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn,
1999.

Kareem A. Simpson

senger service was dropped by most railroads in
1971. Today the only passenger train that travels
through the Northern Kentucky region is Amtrak's
Cardinal, which stops in Maysville and in Cincin
nation its way from New York City to Chicago via
Washington, D.C.

RAILROADS

As the railroads abandoned their depots, they
usually demolished the structures, since state and
local governments carried them as real property on
the tax rolls. It made no sense for a railroad to pay
property tax on buildings no longer in use. Only
four Northern Kentucky depots still survive: The
Chesapeake and Ohio (C&O) depot and the Lou
isville and Nashville (L&N) depot in Maysville are
both owned by the City of Maysville, the C&O
depot serving as a public transportation center and
the L&N depot housing the police station. The SR

Crittenden (SR)

kets for goods, supplanting Cincinnati's canals in

Dry Ridge (SR)

those directions. The principal areas remaining for

Elliston (L&N)

economic opportunities were those traditionally
linked to the region—the east and the south—and

Mason (SR)
it was in those directions that Cincinnati and

Sherman (SR)
Williamstown (SR)

Northern Kentucky concentrated their railroad
building. Yet, railroads to the east and the south

Zion (L&N)

were not an end in themselves, because these same

roads became mutually dependent upon rails reach
ing to the west and the north.
During most of the 19th century, there was no
agreement as to the gauge of railroad tracks. Rail
gauge refers to the space between a track's two

Kenton Co.

Bank Lick (L&N)

depot at Erlanger is owned by the City of Erlanger
Bracht (SR)

and now is a museum. The Covington depot, for
merly a C&O depot but also shared by the L&N, was
sold to a private individualand turned into an office
building. The Sparta depot (L&N) stood until 2003,
when CSXtore it down after the City of Sparta failed
to exercise its option to purchase the building

Buffington (SR)
Covington (C&O and L&N)
Erlanger (SR)
Highland (SR)
Independence (L&N)

iron rails. Most railroads in the United States to

day operate on standard gauge, which is 4 feet 8.5
inches—the same gauge as the wheels of a Roman
chariot. Railroad tracks wider than this were re

ferred to as “broad gauge," and tracks narrower
than this were called "narrow gauge.” Railroads of
one gauge could not interchange their equipment
with railroads of another gauge without special
arrangements such as a third rail. Thus, at places
where railroads of different gauges met (called a
connection), goods had to be off-loaded tediously
and expensively and reloaded onto other lines.
Moreover, tracks within a central city did not al
ways mesh with rail lines at the city's outskirts.
Further complicating matters, early railroads of
ten had to stop at major geographic barriers such
as the Ohio River. Locally, that problem was re
solved with the opening in 1872 of the first rail
roadbridge across the river in Northern Kentucky,
at Newport, called the L&N Bridge. Gauge mis
matches were fixed on May 30, 1886, when the
Cincinnati Southern and Kentucky Central

Kenton (L&N)

Railroad Depots in Northern Kentucky
Latonia (L&N)
Boone Co.

Ludlow (SR)

Devon (SR)

Kensington (SR)

Morning View (L&N)
Spring Lake (L&N)

Richwood (SR)

Visalia (L&N)

Walton (L&N and SR)

Woodside (SR)

Bracken Co.

Mason Co.

Augusta (C&O)

Dover (C&O)

Brooksville (Brooksville and Ohio Railroad)

Helena (L&N)

Foster (C&O)

Marshall (Lewisburg) (L&N)
Maysville (C&O and L&N)

Wellsburg (Brooksville Railroad and C&O)

Somo (L&N)

Campbell Co.

South Ripley (C&O)

(KC) tracks were converted to standard. Thereaf

Bellevue (C&O)
Brent (C&O)
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ter, all major railroads serving Cincinnati were
standard gauge, connecting with one another and
having access into the Northern Kentucky region
via bridges across the Ohio River by ownership,
track rights, or interchange agreement. By 1890

Owen Co.: no rail service

California (C&O)
Pendleton Co.

Dayton (C&O)
Butler (L&N)
Mentor (C&O)

Cincinnati was the third-busiest rail center in the

Falmouth (L&N)

Newport (near 11th and Saratoga) (C&O and L&N
combined passengerstation; C&O freight station)
Newport (Jefferson (Sixth St.] and Saratoga Sts.)
(L&N, originally Louisville, Cincinnati, and
Lexington Railroad, passenger station until
1888; L&N freight station thereafter)
New Richmond (C&O)
Ross (C&O)
Carroll Co.

Carrollton (Carrollton Railroad)

Eagle Station (L&N)
Sanders (L&N)
Worthville (Carrollton Railroad and L&N)
Gallatin Co.

Glenco (L&N)

Sparta (L&N)
Grant Co.

Blanchett (SR)
Corinth (SR)

United States.
Robertson Co.: no rail service

Charles H. Bogart
RAILROADS. The history of railroads in the
Northern Kentucky region is intimately tied to
railroad developments in Cincinnati. Railroads,
when they came to the region in the 19th century,
brought a new mode of transporting goods. Large,
heavy loads could be moved at considerable speed
overland in a more-or-less straight path. Railroads
did not need to worry about the depth of the water
in a river channel. Trains began serving Cincinnati
in the mid-1840s, and by the 1850s they also served
Northern Kentucky.
In terms of the development of railroads, Cin
cinnati and Northern Kentucky initially found
themselves at a disadvantage because of their to
pography. To the east and the south, the Allegheny
and Appalachian mountains formed a barrier that
was expensive to penetrate and demanded new en
gineering techniques. To the north and the west,
major cities had already carved out their own mar

In the 19th century, at least 14 major railroads
operated within the city of Cincinnati, and 4 of
them served Northern Kentucky. But before the
region had railroad connections to the north, the
Covington and Lexington Railroad (C&L), the
first to begin business within Northern Kentucky,
was completed to Covington in December 1854;
via Ohio River ferries, its cargoes supplied Cincin
nati with hogs, grain, and other agricultural prod
ucts. Its direct connection to Cincinnati, under the
name of a successor, the Louisville and Nash

ville Railroad (L&N), was made possible by the
opening of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad
Bridge in 1888. The secondline to arrive in North
ern Kentucky, and the first with tracks into Cin
cinnati, was the Louisville, Cincinnati, and

Lexington (LC&L), the “shortline" between New
port and Louisville, which a few years later ex
tended into Cincinnati via the L&N Bridge. The
third railroad to enter the region was the Cincin
nati Southern, with the opening of its bridge at
Ludlow in 1877. The fourth railroad, the Chesa

peake and Ohio Railroad (C&O), arrived from
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the east and ran along the southern shore of the
Ohio River from Maysville through Newport and
Covington and across the C&O Bridge into Cin

cinnati. At the beginningofthe 20th century, three
class one railroads, as a result of mergers, operated
within the Northern Kentucky region: the South
ern Railway (SRR) as the leaseholder of the Cin
cinnati Southern, the Louisville and Nashville

once stood. The NX Cabin, now demolished (the

Trauth Dairy occupies this site today), was the
joint passenger station of the L&N and C&O rail
roads as well as a freight station of the C&O. Adja
cent to the station was a diamond, a junction of
two tracks at grade (street level), where the C&O
and L&N lines crossed.

originated, terminated, or passed through Cincin
nati daily. Many of these traverse the Northern
Kentucky region via the two surviving railroad

bridges, the CincinnatiSouthern and the C&O.
Condit, Carl W. The Railroad and the City. Colum
bus: Ohio State Univ. Press, 1977.

Federal Writers' Project. They Built a City: 150 Years
of Industrial Cincinnati. Cincinnati: Cincinnati

Kentucky region, but for various reasons their pro

Before CSX's Queensgate Yard in Cincinnati
was developed, C&O trains were broken down and
made up into new trains at Stevens' Yard in Silver
Grove. L&N trains used the DeCoursey Yard for
the same purpose. Both Stevens and DeCoursey
were hump yards. Each railroad had a roundhouse
serving steam engines and, later, diesel engines. A
vestige of one of these structures can be seen at the
former C&O Yard in Covington, at W. 14th and
Neave. It is now part of the Duro Paper Bag Manu
facturing Company complex along Madison Ave.
Northern Kentucky yards also ran interchange
trains with other rail yards in the Cincinnati area,
whereby they dropped off cars consigned to other

moters were not able to fund construction. The

railroads and returned with cars for their own

CINNATI. The Railway Museum of Greater Cin

most successful of these proposals was the Cov
ington, Flemingsburg, and Pound Gap Rail
road (CF&PG). It progressed beyond the paper
stage and did lay some track in 1876, first as narrow
gauge. Although later converted to standard gauge,
it became nothing more than a short line linking
Flemingsburg to Flemingsburg Junction on the
L&N (along the former M&L), which ceased opera
tions in 1956. Neither Covington nor Pound Gap,
Va., the endpoints of the railroad's proposed route
system, ever saw a CF&PG engine.
Today conditions have changed. On the south
bank of the Ohio River to the east is CSX, operat
ing the old C&O track from Huntington, W.Va.,
via Maysville. This track served the Stevens' Yard
at Silver Grove (named for a former C&O presi
dent), but the Chessie System closed that yard in

system.

cinnati is an outdoor museum devoted to the

Crossing the Ohio River at Ludlow is the Cin
cinnati Southern Railroad (CSRR), now oper
ated by the Norfolk Southern Railway (NS). Its
Ludlow and Erlanger Yards continue to have some
activity by local switchers and helper engines. NS
uses helper engines not only to push departures
southbound up Erlanger Hill but also to provide
dynamic braking for arrivals descending the long
hill northbound. NS's main train yard is across the
bridge, the Gest Street Yard in Cincinnati, located

collection, preservation, and display of historic
railroad equipment that once served the Greater
Cincinnati metropolitan area. The museum's col

Railroad, and the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway.
Other railroads operated in Northern Ken
tucky but did not serve Cincinnati. These included
the Maysville and Lexington (M&L), completed
to Maysville from Paris in 1873; the Carrollton
and Worthville Railroad, begun in 1906 and
still serving as Carrollton's link to the L&N’s short
line at Worthville; and the Brooksville and Ohio

Railroad, entirely within Bracken Co., built in
1906 to connect Brooksville to the C&O at Wells

burg and abandoned in 1931. Additional railroads
were chartered for construction in the Northern

1981 with the opening of its Queensgate Yard in
Cincinnati. Amtrak uses this route to carry its pas

senger train, the Cardinal, between New York and
Chicago. Today the former Stevens' Yard is the lo
cation of the world's largest drywall manufactur
ing plant, LaFarge.
Crossing the Ohio River at Covington, over the
C&O Bridge, and paralleling the Licking River
south of the KC Junction (16th and Madison) is

CSX's line (formerly the L&N) to Winchester and
Corbin, Ky. At one time this line had two railyards,
one in Covington, developed early by the C&L,
and the DeCoursey Yard, south of Latonia, which
opened in 1918 for the L&N. The latter was a hump
yard, whereby means of a manmade hill, or hump,
train cars were sorted downhill by gravity to the
proper outbound trains. The Stevens, DeCoursey,
and Covington yards have been closed since the
opening of the Queensgate Yard in Cincinnati in
1981. The Latonia Yard is now home to the Rail

way Museum of Greater Cincinnati.
Currently CSX also operates the L&N’s old
“short line" to Louisville. Since the removal of its

tracks northward along Saratoga St. in Newport
and the conversion of the old L&N railroad bridge
to pedestrian use only, this line begins and ends at
11th and Monmouth Sts., where the NX Cabin

near the Cincinnati Union Terminal. Southern

Post, 1938.

Tenkotte, Paul A. "The Chronic Want of Cincinnati:
A Southern Railroad,” NKH 6, no. 1 (Fall—Winter
1998): 24–33.

— "Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington and
Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss., Univ.
of Cincinnati, 1989.

White, John H. On the Right Track—Some Historic
Cincinnati Railroads. Cincinnati: Cincinnati
Railroad Club, 2003.

Charles H. Bogart
RAILWAY MUSEUM OF GREATER CIN

lection of rolling stock helped create a great deal of
romance on the rails before coming to park at the
museum's permanent home in the Latonia neigh
borhood of Covington. The museum was founded
in 1975 by a group of six railroad buffs as a non
profit educational organization under the name
Railway Exposition Company. The organization's
first undertaking was to establish a tourist excur

Railway trains were made up and broken down at

sion service on an abandoned line between Brook

the Gest Street Yard.

ville, Ind., and Hooven, Ohio. The line operated for
more than 10 years before the directors decided it
was too similar to a tourist service operated by the
nearby White Water Railroad. Through donations
and direct purchase, the group had gathered quite

Seven railroad bridges across rivers were built
within Northern Kentucky. The first, about 1854,
was the original C&L Bridge, now CSX, across the
Licking River at Falmouth. The next bridges were
the LC&L bridges over the Kentucky River near
Worthville, in Carroll Co., and over the Licking
River between Latonia and Wilder, both now CSX

and both built in 1869. These were followed by the
L&N Bridge between Newport and Cincinnati,
which was erected by the Little Miami Railroad to
give access into Cincinnati for the LC&L; it is now
abandoned except for use as a pedestrian bridge
(the Purple People Bridge). The next bridge was the
CSRR Bridge between Ludlow and Cincinnati
(1877), now used by NS. The final bridges were the
C&O Bridge across the Licking River between
Newport and Covington (1888) and the C&O
Bridge across the Ohio River between Covington
and Cincinnati (1888), the latter built by the Cov
ington and Cincinnati Elevated Rail & Transfer &
Bridge Company. In 1929 this bridge was converted
to a vehicular traffic bridge, and a new railroad
bridge was built adjacent to it. Most of the other
railroadbridges have been modified or rebuilt since
their original construction. The original LC&L
Bridge over the Licking River (Latonia to Wilder) is
one that has not; it remains adjacent to its replace
ment, carrying only waterlines into Covington.
The Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky region
remains a rail center. By 2004 roughly 100 trains

a collection of rail cars and needed a place to keep
them. It sold the Indiana site to the Indiana and

Ohio Railroad, a for-profit freight short line, and
leased track areas in Riverside, then Storrs, Ohio.

The organization then began offering its six Pull
man cars for Rail Cruises, weekend excursions on
a rail car hitched to the back of Amtrak trains. The

most popular of these departed from Cincinnati
on a Friday night and took customers to Washing
ton D.C., where their Pullman parked on a private
track and served as a hotel room during the week
end, returning to Cincinnatiby midday the follow
ing Monday. This venture, lasting about four years,
allowed the group to generate capital to invest in
further acquisitions and repair of rail cars in the
collection.

The railway museum finally arrived at its per
manent home in Latonia in 1988. The property at
315 W. Southern Ave. was a railroad site as early
as 1869, when the Louisville, Cincinnati, and

Lexington Railroad built a rail line connecting
Newport with Louisville. Back in the 1850s, the
Covington and Lexington Railroad had built a
line through Latonia to connect Covington with
Central Kentucky. This railroad intersection fig
ured prominently in the development of Latonia as

RATTERMAN, GEORGE
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an independent town. The Louisville and Nash
ville Railroad system acquired both lines, and it

Busch, Kraft, Kelloggs, and P&G. Until 1987 the
company had had only two presidents, R. A. Jones

park in his honor. In 1976 he received from the pa

eventually merged into the giant CSX Corpora

himself and his son, Wickliffe. R. A. Jones, who

Medal for service to the community. He was an

tion, from which the Latonia site was acquired.

lived at 422 Wallace Ave. in Covington, died Octo
ber 20, 1941, at Holmes Hospital in Cincinnati;
Wickliffe Jones, who held some 21 patents, died at

Covington. He died in 1981, at age 93, at the Bap

The museum collection features 20th-century
freight and passenger railroad equipment of seven
major railroad systems that served the Greater
Cincinnati region, set on 16 outdoor rail tracks to
provide an authentic working rail yard environ
ment. Notable pieces in the collection include two
kitchen-equipped dining cars, a 1910 Post Office
car, Pullman sleeper cars with private compart
ments, an authentic caboose with windowed cu

pola and crew living quarters, an army sleeper car
used to transport troops across the country during
World War II, and a 1906 plush and polished pri
vate car of a railroad vice president, which served
as a traveling office and living quarters. Visitors are
invited to climb aboard selected railcars.
Franzen, Gene. “Now and Then," KE, October 15,
2000, B1-B2.

Hyde, Tim, executive vice president for operations of
the Railway Museum of Greater Cincinnati. Inter
view by Rebecca Mitchell Turney, June 29, 2005,
Latonia, Ky.

The Railway Museum of Greater Cincinnati. Bro
chure. Latonia, Ky. Railway Museum of Greater

his Indian Hill home on the east side of Cincinnati

February 18, 1989. Both are buried in the family lot
at Highland Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.
In 1998 R.A. Jones & Company, a privately held
venture, was sold to the British conglomerate BWI,
which in turn has been sold to the German com

pany IWKA. Marketing its goods and services to
the food, beverage, electronics, communications,
and pharmaceutical industries, the company has
annual sales of close to $50 million and sees its fu

ture growth coming from international markets.
Only twice did the company fail to show a profit, in
1945 and in 1946. It is proud that there have been
no layoffs of employees since 1953. Today, R.A.

Rebecca Mitchell Turney
R.A. JONES & COMPANY INC. Lexington
dentist and entrepreneur Dr. Ruel Anderson Jones
founded this company in 1905. He was born
around 1874 in the western part of the state at Co
lumbia. The company's first product was a novelty
"advertising soap," a bar of toilet soap with a
pressed label encased in wax on one side, which
would last as longas the soap. In 1910 Jones moved
to Covington. Before 1912 each bar of soap that his
company made had to be set by hand, but in that
year Jones and his plant superintendent, Harry
Struewing, fashioned the first automatic soappress,
increasing productivity 10-fold. In 1913 Jones built
a plant in Covington on E. 15th St. Realizing that
the company's future was not in soap but in the
manufacturing process, Jones sold the soap busi
ness and in 1919 introduced the first of his many
automatic cartoning machines. In 1921 the Procter
& Gamble Company of Cincinnati, the world's
largest manufacturer of soap products, purchased
the first Jones cartoner to package soap. By 1933
most of the world's mass-produced consumer
products (for example, razor blades, toothpaste,
and soaps) were being packaged by Jones-made
machines, equipment such as the Constant Mo
tion Cartoner Machine, which packaged and
sealed both solid and semisolid articles.

In 1966 R.A. Jones & Company moved to a new
235,000-square-foot plant in Crescent Springs, Ky.,
today it employs 500 workers. The company has
become a world leader in the manufacturing of
high-speed packaging machinery. Some of its
equipment can package up to 2,500 items per min
ute. R.A. Jones & Company's industrial machines
are known for their simplicity, long life, speed, and
efficiency. The Jones client list includes Anheiser

active member of the St. James A.M.E. Church in

tist Convalescent Center in Newport, following
cataract surgery, and was buried at the Mary E.
Smith Cemetery in Elsmere.
On May 9, 1997, Randolph was inducted into
the region's Leadership Hall of Fame during cere
monies held by the Northern Kentucky Chamber
of Commerce. He was acknowledged as the first
African American physician on staff at St. Eliza
beth Hospitalin Covington and as the first African
American member of the Campbell-Kenton Medi
cal Society. A Kentucky Historical Society High
way Marker along Greenup St. was dedicated to
Randolph on September 10, 2004.
“Dr. Randolph Was There to Help Us," KP, May 25,
1981, 1K.

Jones & Company is one of the largest exporters of
goods in the Northern Kentucky region. For al

"He's 85 . . . Still One of the Busiest Doctors,” KP, Feb

most 100 years, the company has been a successful
and innovative firm employing many Northern
Kentuckians. Today, it is part of OYSTAR Jones
(formerly IWKA).

"Leaders Who Made Mark Inducted in Hall of Fame,"

"Dr. R.A. Jones Widely Known Inventor Dies, CP,

Cincinnati, 2004.

rochial La Salette Academy in Covington a Gold

October 21, 1941, 2.

Obituary, CP, February 20, 1989,2C.
OYSTAR Jones. “R.A. Jones & Company Inc." www.
.rajones.com (accessed December 10, 2006).

ruary 15, 1973, 11.

KP, April 29, 1997,3K.
“N. Ky. Hall Adds Three," KE, May 9, 1997, C1-C2.
“Pioneering Covington Physician Recognized," KP,
September 11, 2004, B1.
“Portrait of an Epic Journey," KP June 1, 1995, 1K.
“Students' Book Celebrates Covington's Black His
tory." KP February 26, 1997,2K.
Theodore H. H. Harris

“R.A. Jones Deal Protects Employees,” KP, August 18,
1898, B18.

“R.A. Jones Manufacturing," NKH 13, no. 2 (Spring–
Summer 2006): 2–12.

RATTERMAN, GEORGE (b. November 26,
1926, Cincinnati, Ohio; d. November 3, 2007, Cen

tennial, Colo). George William Ratterman, the son

Slade, Adele. “Intricate Machines Made in Covington

of Leander and Claribell Cahill Ratterman, made

Package Large Part of World's Products,” KP, Sep

Northern Kentucky history in two areas; sports and
politics. He grew up on Burch Ave. in the Hyde Park
neighborhood of Cincinnati and graduated from
St. Xavier High School in Cincinnati in 1944.
Ratterman attended the University of Notre Dame

tember 25, 1933, 1.

RAMAGE, JAMESA, CIVILWARMUSEUM.

See James A. Ramage Civil War Museum.

in the summer of 1944 in the V-12 naval officer

RANDOLPH, JAMES E. (b. January 17, 1888,
Hannibal, Mo.; d. May 23, 1981, Newport, Ky).
James E. Randolph was an African American
medical doctor who practiced in Covington for 59
years. He was the first African American permit
ted to practice in any Northern Kentucky hospital.
Randolph graduated from the Meharry Medical
School in Nashville, Tenn., in 1917. The grandson
of a slave, he worked his way through medical
school as a railroad Pullman porter. Randolph be
gan his practice at Shelbyville, Tenn. He served in
the U.S. Army Medical Reserve Corps in World
War I. In 1922 Randolph moved to Covington. He
lived first at 1039 Greenup St. and later, in 1950,
moved across the street to 1002 Greenup.
Randolph was the staff physician at the Lincoln

college program. After two years there, he was ac
cepted by the Notre Dame law school (standard
practice for medical and law schools during the
war). He took law classes at Notre Dame, the Uni

versity of Michigan, and a few other law schools
before eventually graduating from Salmon P. Chase
Law School (see Chase College of Law).
In 1947 quarterback Ratterman led the College
Football All-Stars to victory over the Chicago
Bears of the National Football League (NFL) in the
annual College All-Stargame in Chicago. He played
10 years of professional football: 3 with the Buffalo
Bills of the old All-America Football Conference

(1947–1949), 2 with the New York Yanks of the
NFL (1950–1951), and 5 with the NFL's Cleveland

Browns (1952–1956). He also played one season

Grant School in Covington for more than 40 years.

(1951) with the Montreal Alouettes in the Cana

In 1973, after the school's name was changed to
12th District School, he began treating children
from the school at his nearby office.
A grove of trees on the campus of Northern
Kentucky University in Highland Heights memo
rializes Randolph's achievements. In 1974 the City
of Covington named an Eastside neighborhood

dian Football League. Injuries cut short his foot
ball career in 1956. After retirement, he worked for
ABC (1960–1964) and NBC (1965–1973) as a tele

vision commentator on AFL and NFL game
broadcasts.
Ratterman worked as an investment adviser in

Cincinnati while attending the Salmon P. Chase
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ren Bacall in Applause. His dancing partners have
included Ann Miller, Juliet Prowse, Cyd Charisse,
Mitzi Gaynor, Anne Bancroft, Jane Powell, Ethel
Merman, Goldie Hahn, Chita Rivera, and Suzanne

Farrell. He has performed before U.S. presidents

Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton, and
George H. W. Bush, and also before first lady Lady
Bird Johnson. He was a guest star with both the
Cincinnati and New York Pops orchestras. He has
also appeared at New York's Carnegie Hall, Lon
don's Palladium, Istanbul's Hilton, Brazil's Manaus

Opera House, Cairo's Opera House, the Rockefeller
Center's Rainbow and Stars, and the Kennedy
Center in Washington, D.C. One of his most en

dearing attributes is that he never forgets his family
and his roots. When his beloved sister-in-law Pat

Reams died in 2004, he interrupted an appearance
at the Kennedy Center to come home to Covington
for her funeral. He owns property in New York City
and in Connecticut.

Holden, Stephen. "Singer-Dancer's Imperative. He's
Gotta Get to Broadway." NYT, December 21, 1998,
E3.

McElfresh, Tom. "For Covington's Reams, 42nd
Street' Is Bittersweet,” CE, November 23, 1980, F7.

Radcliffe, E. B. “Nothing but Applause for Lee Roy
The Glenn Hotel—Tropicana Club, 928 Monmouth St., Newport, where Ratterman was framed.

Reams,” CE, December 12, 1971, 18.

Stein, Jerry. “Showboat Books Lee Roy Reams," CP
May 25, 1982,8A.

Alice Kennelly Roberts
Law School at night, when that school was located
in the Cincinnati YMCA; he graduated in 1956. In
1961 he became involved with the Committee of

500 in Campbell Co. (see Newport Reform

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Latimer, Clay. "On Football and Strippers," Rocky
Mountain News, reprinted in KP, January 8,

REBELLANDING. Rebel Landing, a distinctive
home situated on the Ohio River two miles east of

Carrollton in Carroll Co., has been featured in

2005, HK.

Groups), a citizens' group formed to rid the county
of gambling and prostitution. He was a resident
of Fort Thomas, not Newport, the city most need
ing to be cleaned up. In addition, he was a Roman
Catholic who was chosen as a sheriff candidate by
the Protestant ministers behind the Committee of

500 because they wanted to broaden the group's
base of support. In April of 1961 Ratterman agreed
to run as a reform candidate for the office of Camp
bell Co. sheriff, and he soon became involved in a

nationally publicized series of events that included
an attempt by mob operative Tito Carinci to
frame Ratterman and discredit him as a sheriff

candidate. The ensuing courtroom trials were
closely watched by Robert F. Kennedy, then U.S.
attorney general, and Kentucky governor Bert T.
Combs (1959–1963). The charges against Ratter
man were dropped, and he went on to be elected
county sheriff. Once Ratterman and his deputies
began to enforce the laws against crime and vice,
the operators of the casinos and nightclubs left
town and law and order began to prevail. In 1965
Ratterman lost the election for Campbell Co.judge
to A. J. Jolly Jr. In 1966 he lost to Gene Snyder in
a bid for the area's U.S. congressional seat. In 1967
Ratterman, his wife, and 8 of his children moved to
the Denver, Colo., area, where he lived and worked
until retirement. He died in 2007 and was cre

mated; his remains were placed at Chapel Hill
Cemetery in Centennial, Colo.
Davidson, Bill. “The Great Kentucky Scandal," Look

Magazine, October 24, 1961,88–96.

Ratterman, George. Confessions of a Gypsy Quar
terback. New York: Cowan-McCann, 1962.

Shearer, Jason G. “Urban Reform in Sin City. The
George Ratterman Trial and the Election of 1961 in
Northern Kentucky," RKHS 98, no. 4 (Autumn
2000): 343–65.

Michael R. Sweeney
REAMS, LEE ROY (b. August 23, 1942, Coving
ton, Ky). Lee Roy Reams, an internationally ac
claimed Broadway star, has danced and sung his
way from a humble beginning in Covington to the
brightest footlights of the entertainment world. He
is the youngest of seven children of Robert and
Flora Moore Reams. Recognizing early his interest
and talent in the arts, his mother made sure that

there was always money for his dance and music
lessons. He graduated from Holmes High School
in 1960 and received a BA from the University of
Cincinnati in 1964. During his student days, heap
peared in productions on the Showboat Majestic,
at the Playhouse in the Park in Cincinnati, and at
Memorial Hall in Dayton, Ohio. In 1982 he re
ceived an MA from the University of Cincinnati
and was awarded an honorary doctorate in per
forming arts by his alma mater in 1998. He has
toured the country coast to coast and appeared as
an entertainer on numerous cruise ships around
the world. His starring role for many years in
Broadway's 42nd Street won him Tony and Drama
Desk nominations. He has appeared on Broadway
with Carol Channing in Hello Dolly and with Lau

magazine and newspaper articles and is often cited
for its connection to pioneer Benjamin Craig.
Craig built one of the earliest brick homes on the
Ohio River, known to river pilotsas Halfway House,
at the halfway point between Cincinnati and Lou
isville. Heirs of his daughter Sally Craig Price later
owned this tract of land.

Price's granddaughter Nancy Price “Nannie"
Shaffer married Louisville distillery owner Nicho
las L. Fitschen, and in 1883 they purchased the Og
burn tract east of the Craig-Price tract, building
upon it a home dubbed Rebel Landing by later
owners. Nancy Price Peak, Mrs. Fitschen's aunt,
lived nearby on the old Craig tract. Craig's deso
lated home was torn down and its brick used

to build a small guesthouse behind the Fitschen's
new home, possibly as quarters for the elderly
Mrs. Peak. Within a few years, the Fitschens re
turned to Louisville, where Mrs. Peak died in 1888,
and the Fitschens sold the home in 1893. After her

husband's death, Nannie Fitschen returned to Car

roll Co. and lived in a cottage at the site of Craig's

originalhouse, cared for by her widoweddaughter
in-law, Nell Wade Fitschen.

Nell Wade Fitschen inherited the property and
built a motel nearby. Her murder in the hotel office
in 1969 was the most shocking local crime of its
generation, unsolved until one of the men involved
confessed, 25 years later.
The Fitschen cottage was razed, and the site of
Benjamin Craig's original house is now graced by
the new home of a descendant, businessman Clar

REED, STANLEY FORMAN

ence"Duper" Craig. A Kentucky Historical Marker

for Benjamin Craig's grave is nearby. Following the
death of Mary Bruce Grobmyer, the longtime
owner of the home called Rebel Landing, civic
leader Nancy Jo Grobmyer, the current owner, re

Stephenson, Margaret. Interview by Stephen M. West,
June 29, 2005, Florence, Ky.
Thomas, Wayne. Boone County 175th Anniversary
Book: 1798–1973. Burlington Ky: Boone Co. 175th
Anniversary Committee.

Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County.
Madison, Ind: Coleman, 1984.

Masterson, Mary. Historic Carroll County. Carroll

ton, Ky: Carroll Co. Chamber of Commerce, n.d.

RECOVERY NETWORK. This nonprofit, inde
pendently operated consumer resource centerató05
Madison Ave. in Covington functions in collabora
tion with Mental Health America of Northern

|ca. 1970s].

Kathyrn Salyers
RECORDER NEWSPAPERS. Nine award

winning weekly newspapers serving various com
munities in Boone, Campbell, and Kenton coun
ties and the specific cities of Erlanger, Florence,
and Fort Thomas are currently owned by the
Virginia-based Gannett Company, which operates
more than 100 daily newspapers nationwide, in
cluding the Cincinnati Enquirer.
The nine local newspapers trace their roots to
the Boone County Recorder, founded in Septem
ber 1875 and edited by Bob Berkshire. From 1935 to
1979, the newspaper was owned by Pete and Mar
garet Stephens and based in Burlington. In 1979
Margaret Stephens, who owned and operated the
newspaper in the years following the death of her
husband, sold the 4,500-circulation newspaper to
Gloria Bushelman of Florence, Ky. Bushelman also
merged the Scripps-Howard-owned Florence
Leader with the independent Walton Advertiser
(founded in 1914) to create the Kenton County Re
corder. And it was under Bushelman's leadership
that the small chain bought the Scripps-Howard
owned Campbell County Recorder.
In 1986 Bushelman sold the three newspapers
to the Gleaner-Journal Publishing Company of
Henderson, which in turn sold them in 1991 to a

Kentucky. It is a consumer-run agency that pro
vides services to persons living with mental illnesses
and the homeless, its activities are planned, directed,
and staffed by persons with mental illness. The ser
vices offered include assistance with preparation of
résumés, computer technology, typing, operating
systems, Microsoft Office Suite desktop publishing,
and Microsoft Certification Training. General Edu
cation Diploma (GED) classes, practice software,
and computer literacy training are also available. In
addition the Recovery Network offers employment
services and training in job-interviewing techniques,
including computer-simulated interviews. The net
work also provides basic needs for the homeless, and
support groups.

Recovery Network of Northern Kentucky, www.rnnk
.org (accessed March 24, 2006).
Robin Rider Osborne

REDWOOD REHABILITATION CENTER.
The Redwood Rehabilitation Center in Fort Mitch

ell serves persons with physical or mental disabili
ties by providing programs that include occupa
tional, physical, and speech therapy; specialized
computer training; life skills training; vocational
training; employment services; and the After Workſ
After Care Program. The center's program began
in 1951; its first client was Bill and Sue Reder's son

group of businessmen led by Gene Clabes of Fort
Mitchell, editor of the Ludlow News Enterprise
and the husband of then Kentucky Post editor
Judy Clabes. Gene Clabes developed the content
and sold the papers to Community Newspapers in
Cincinnati. He stayed on as editorial director and
developed the three county newspapers, known as
Recorder Newspapers of Northern Kentucky, with
a circulation of 9,000, into nine community news
papers with a combined circulation of more than
50,000.

The Gannett Company purchased Commu
nity Newspapers' 26 suburban weekly newspapers
in 2004. At the time of the sale, the roster of

Northern Kentucky newspapers included the
Boone County Community Recorder, the Boone
County Recorder, the Campbell Community
Recorder, the Campbell County Recorder, the
Community Recorder of Northern Kentucky,
the Erlanger Recorder, the Florence Recorder,
the Fort Thomas Recorder, and the Kenton

County Community Recorder
In 2005 Gene Clabes was named to the Ken

tucky Journalism Hall of Fame.
Bushleman, Gloria. Interview by Stephen M. Vest,
June 29, 2005, Florence, Ky.

cility opened in 1967, along Orphanage Rd. in Fort
Mitchell, on land leased from the Roman Catho

lic Diocese of Covington for one dollar per year.
The new facility allowed Redwood to serve a wider

range of developmental disabilities. By 1974 Red
Stephen M. West

stored the home.
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Ron, who was developmentally delayed. In that
post-World War II period, there was no such ser
vice in Northern Kentucky for children with dis
abilities of this type. Parents had to travel to Louis
ville for help.
The Reders, along with Aland Dorothy Wood,
the parents of a little girl with cerebral palsy, cre
ated United Cerebral Palsy of Northern Kentucky
in May 1953. After receiving a $400 allotment from
a 1954 national telethon, they began a journey that
took them to a basement room at Covington's
St. Augustine Catholic Church, then to larger
quarters at St. Benedict Catholic Church in
Latonia, and subsequently, in 1957, to a building in
Latonia that they purchased with the help of the
Community Chest, a local Women's Guild, and
many volunteers. This new facility, named after the

wood had once again outgrown its building, and
Dorothy Wood began to raise funds for an expan
sion. In that same year, the Cincinnati Enquirer
honored her as one of Greater Cincinnati's Out

standing Women. Into the 1980s, Redwood was
identified with many exciting and significant proj
ects and an expansion of programs. For example,
the center's Cotton Ball was for nearly 40 years
considered by many a prime social event of North
ern Kentucky. Under Barbara Howard's direction,
the 1980s saw dramatic growth of Redwood's adult
services with the addition of the adult activities,

training in business computer skills, employment
services, and technological services programs.
In 1991 Howard became Redwood's executive

director. This was the same year as the advent of the
Kentucky Education Reform Act (KERA), which
required a full integration of Redwood's school
children into the public schools. Thus Redwood
began to focus on a new range of community
needs. Redwood pioneered atherapeutic child care
center, a before- and after-school program, and
outreach services. These were followed by the es
tablishment of adult day health care, an after-work
program, an assistive technology resource center,
and a partnership with Cincinnati Children's
Hospital Medical Center to bring physical and oc
cupation therapy services to Northern Kentucky
through a satellite program at Redwood. The orga
nization's leaders coined a new term, "Redwood

ability," for the long-standing determination to do
things with "vision, commitment, compassion and
hope."
With the new century approaching, the Red
wood building reached its capacity and it was time
to launch another expansion campaign. In No.
vember 2005, a ribbon-cutting ceremony followed
a June 2004 groundbreaking to celebrate a

41,000-square-foot building addition. On the
heels of the successful Promise & Potential expan
sion project, the Cincinnati Enquirer once again
named a Redwood executive director one of

Greater Cincinnati's Outstanding Women of the
year—this time Barbara Howard.
Howard, Barbara. “The History of Redwood,” 2005,
Redwood, Fort Mitchell, Ky.
, comp. “March of Presidents: Perspectives on
Being President of Redwood's Board,” 2005, Red
wood, Fort Mitchell, Ky.

“Redwood." www.redwoodrehab.org/ (accessed May
27, 2008).

Raymond G. Hebert

Reders and the Woods, was called Redwood. The

center opened in 1958, with Dorothy Wood as its
first full-time executive director and inspiration.
Redwood's goal from the beginning was to
provide comprehensive services for all people with
disabilities, regardless of age. Over the years, there
were many challenges, particularly financial, but
under Dorothy Wood's dedicated leadership, a
building fund campaign was successful. A new fa

REED, STANLEY FORMAN (b. December 31,

1884, Minerva, Mason Co., Ky.; d. April 2, 1980,
Huntington, Long Island, N.Y.). Supreme Court
justice Stanley Reed was the son of John Anderson
Reed and the former Frances Forman. Stanley
earned a BA from Kentucky Wesleyan University
at Winchester in 1902 and a second undergraduate
degree from Yale University, in New Haven, Conn.,
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in 1906. He studied law at the University of Vir
ginia at Charlottesville and later at Columbia Uni
versity in New York City. On May 11, 1908, Reed
married Winifred Elgin, who was from his home
town of Maysville, and they had two children, John
A. and Stanley Jr. He studied law under Judge John
Newell and was admitted to the Kentucky bar in
1910. That same year, he traveled to Paris, France,
to study at the Sorbonne. He was elected to the
Kentucky House of Representatives in 1912 and
reelected in 1914. During World War I, Reed
served as a 1st lieutenant in the U.S. Army. In 1920
he was a central figure in the restoration of the
Burley Grower's Co-operative and served as its
lawyer. During the administration of President
Herbert Hoover (1929–1933), Stanley was ap
pointed counsel for the Federal Farm Board in
1929, serving until 1932, when he accepted a simi
lar position with the Reconstruction Finance Cor
poration, which he held until March 1935. Reed
was appointed solicitor general of the United States
in March 1935, and although a Republican, he was
appointed an associate justice of the U.S. Supreme
Court in 1938 by President Franklin D. Roosevelt
(1933–1945), a Democrat. In 1957 Justice Reed re

tired and returned to Maysville. A day-long cele
bration was held in his honor, which included the

placing of a bronze plaque on the courthouse and
naming a street for him. Reed died in 1980 and was
buried at the Maysville Cemetery.
Kleber, John, ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia, Lex
ington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
O'Brien, F. William. Justice Reed and the First

Amendment. Washington, D.C.: Georgetown
Univ. Press, 1958.

Tapp, Hambleton, ed. Kentucky Lives. Hopkinsville,
Ky: Historical Record Association, 1966.

REEVES CAMPGROUND. Reeves Camp
ground was an early-19th-century Campbell Co. re
ligious campground named for the owner of the
land. Stacey Reeves, who was from Mason Co.,
married Sarah Lawrence, the daughter of Michael
and Elizabeth Lawrence, on February 4, 1802. The
couple moved to Cold Spring and were instrumen
tal in the formation of the Asbury Methodist
Church (see Asbury United Methodist Church).
Reeves owned land along Three Mile Rd., not far
from the Licking River and six miles south of New
port. The campground named for Reeves opened in
May 1818. It is believed to have been the site of the
first camp meeting held in Northern Kentucky. Re
ligious meetinghouses (churches) had not become
common yet, and the church buildings that existed
would not accommodate large groups. Camp meet
ings typically occurred in the summer months. A
large outside area was selected near a productive
spring, where there was shade, and a wooden stand
with a crude pulpit was constructed and placed in
front of a defined semicircular area in which wor

shippers could sit. Men sat on one side, women on
the other. At night, fires were built around the pe.
rimeter. As many as 2,000 people in family groups
might attend, and they remained for up to five days
of religious preaching and healing. Generally, these
meetings were interdenominational.

It is not known how long the summer camp
meetings at the Reeves' Campground continued.
Stacey Reeves resided in the county until 1838 and
then moved to Putnam Co., Ind. While living in
Campbell Co., he served as a judge for elections
and as the justice of the peace, and he was the sher
iffin 1834–1835, Reeves also sold approximately 50
acres of land for use as Campbell Co.'s first poor
house, along the west side of present-day U.S. 27.
opposite Enzweiler Rd. in Alexandria.
Papers of Margaret Strebel Hartman, Campbell Co.
Historical and Genealogical Society, Alexandria, Ky.
REGENSTEIN, ELLSWORTH (b. ca. 1875,

Mason Co., Ky.; d. March 23, 1957, Louisville, Ky).
Ellsworth Regenstein, a lawyer, a politician, and a
school administrator, attended local schools and

in 1893 earned his BA from the University of Ken
tucky at Lexington. At age 18 he became a school
teacher in Maysville. After several promotions, he
was named superintendent of Maysville Schools.

is the son of Gilbert and Ruth Schalk Reis of Fort

Thomas. He attended St. Thomas Elementary
School and St. Thomas High School, graduating
in 1969, and was hired that year at the Kentucky
Post as a copyboy. By 1973 he was a writer-reporter
covering county government in 12 counties across
Northern Kentucky. It was during this time that he
began writing a column on people and events. In
1974, Reis completed a BA in English at Thomas
More College in Crestview Hills. That same year,
he married Janet Rose, a high school classmate; the
couple had two sons.
In the early 1980s, Reis was assigned the local
Newport City Council beat. He often said that
these meetings were the best show in town. Sub
sequent assignments included suburban govern
ment in Campbell Co., Covington government and
higher education, Northern Kentucky Univer
sity, Thomas More College, and suburban govern
ment in Boone, Kenton, and Campbell counties.
One of the most important days at the Ken
tucky Post for Reis was in 1982, when his editor

In 1904 he married Marian Newman Wormald,
asked him what kind of column he would like to

and they moved to Newport, where Ellsworth once
again taught. Within two years, he was promoted
to high school principal, and later he became su
perintendent of Newport schools. During that
time, he earned his law degree from the Cincinnati
YMCA Law School, a night program that has
evolved into today's Chase College of Law in
Highland Heights. In late 1907 he was named di

write. Reis suggested a local-history column. The
new feature column, titled Pieces of the Past, be
gan May 30, 1982, with a story about the Ludlow
Lagoon (see Lagoon Amusement Park). The col
umn ran continuously until August 2005, and Reis
chose the Ludlow Lagoon to be the topic of his last
column as well. He celebrated a milestone of 1,000
columns on Dec. 31, 2001, and reached a total of

rector of the State Board of Examiners under the

Kentucky superintendent of public instruction
J. B. Crabbe. When Crabbe resigned in 1910, Re
genstein was named as his successor. After com
pleting his term, Regenstein opened a law office in
Newport. In 1929 he was elected a Kentucky state
senator representing Campbell Co. While holding
that office, he passionately fought alongside
Charles B. Truesdell for the preservation of
Cumberland Falls, in Whitley Co., and for the cre
ation of a state park there. During the summer of
1931, he took an active part in the Beech Grove Re
union (see Beech Grove Academy), near Flagg
Springs, which was attended by 2,000 people. In
that same year, he was named a director of the Inter
Southern Insurance Company. Regenstein moved
to Louisville in 1932, where he helped to organize
the Kentucky Home Life Insurance Company and
was made its president. He became a leading pro
moter of the Louisville Zoo, and the zoo honored

him and his family by naming its gorilla exhibit af.
ter them. During the 1950s Regenstein developed a
serious illness, from which he died at age 82 in 1957.
He was buried at Cave Hill Cemetery in Louisville.
“Former Newport School Head Dies at Louisville,"
KP, March 25, 1957, I.
Reis, Jim. “Beech Grove Reunion Dates to 1870," KP
June 16, 2003, 4K.

. “He Fought to Preserve the Falls," KP June 16,
2003, 4K.

1,100 by 2005. Reis decided, along the way, that he
wanted his history column to be based on first
hand research. He spent so many hours in research
at the Kenton Co. Public Library in Covington
that someone there took any mail that arrived
marked “Occupant” and saved it for him. Reis was
especially pleased when he could show how na
tional events played outlocally. After years of dedi

cation to getting the facts right,” as he put it, he
developed a reputation of respect throughout the

region and has often been quoted during discus
sions about the events he explored in columns. He
is also often quoted as a primary source in all kinds
of local histories.

Among the significant events Reis covered in
his years at the Kentucky Post were the Beverly
Hills Supper Club fire (he was the temporary
morgue reporter at the armory in Fort Thomas),
the Air Canada airline fire at Northern Kentucky's
CVG Airport, the mergers of cities in the area, and
countless elections. His favorite Pieces of the Past
columns were the ones about Ludlow Lagoon,
Pearl Bryan's murder, the construction of I-75,

the Civil War, steamboats, and the Newport gam
blingera. The Kentucky Post had Reis put together
four local history books based on his columns.
Three of them were separate volumes titled Pieces
of the Past and the fourth was a collaboration with
Robert Flischel on a Scripps-Howard book titled
Then and Now. The four books combined eventu

Jack Wessling
REIS, JIM (b. September 10, 1951, Covington,
Ky). James "Jim" W. Reis, who reported for the
Kentucky Post in Northern Kentucky for 36 years,

ally sold more than 15,000 copies and were fea
tured at the Kentucky Book Fair in Frankfort four
times.

Since 1979, because of his vast knowledge of lo
cal history, Reis has been called upon to deliver

REPUBLICAN PARTY

more than 150 talks. He was a member of the board

of Covington's Behringer-Crawford Museum
and a founding member of the Campbell Co. His
torical Society (see Historical Societies). He was
one of the organizers of the first Northern Ken
tucky Local History Day, held at Northern Ken
tucky University in Highland Heights, and of the
Northern Kentucky African-American Heri
tage Task Force committee. Reis served on the

Campbell Co. and the Newport Bicentennial Com
mittees. He has contributed to the Kentucky Ency
clopedia, to Campbell County, Kentucky, 200
Years, 1794–1994, and to The Encyclopedia of
Northern Kentucky. Reis has been a longtime
member of the Kentucky Historical Society and the
historical societies of Boone, Campbell, Grant, and

“Greater

Cincinnati/Northern

Kentucky

100–

Region's Largest Private Companies,” CE, Novem
ber 14, 2004, E4–E5.

Reis, Jim. "An Intersection's Storied Past–Ft. Mitchell

Corner Vibrant," KP, July 22, 1996,4K.
. “Remke Evolved from Butcher to Grocer," KP,

July 22, 1996,4K.

Remke Markets. “The Remke History." www.remkes
.com (accessed March 23, 2006).

“Remke Prospers, Expands Untroubled by BigChains,”
KP May 27, 1997,7D.
Nancy J. Tretter
RENTZ, WILLIAM E., BRIGADIER GEN

ERAL (b. November 10, 1905, Newport, Ky; d.

February 22, 1985, Boca Raton, Fla.). Air Force of.
ficer William Edward Rentz was the son of Wil

Kenton counties.

"Country Loving City Girl Named Our KPCRegional
News Editor," KP, November 26, 1975, 6.

“It's Time to Meet Jim Reis,” KP. May 4, 1973,4K.
Reis, Jim. Pieces of the Past. 3 vols. Covington, Ky:
Kentucky Post, 1988, 1991, 1994.
Reis, Jim, with Robert A. Flischel. Then and Now:

Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky. New York:

Scripps Howard, 1995.
“Staff Volunteers for Variety of Community Endeav
ors,” KP, March 10, 1987, 4K.
“State Book Fair Draws 136 Authors," KP, November
15, 1995, 1KK.
Kenneth A. Reis

RELIGION. See names of specific denomina
tions and churches.

REMKE MARKETS. In 1897 William Remke

liam and Eva Mehan Rentz and grew up at 518 E.
Sixth St. in Newport. He graduated from St. Xavier
High School in Cincinnati in 1923 and the Univer

sity of Kentucky at Lexington in 1928. At the uni
versity he participated in the Reserve Officers
Training Corps and was commissioned an officer
in the U.S. Army upon graduation. He worked for
the Civilian Conservation Corps during the early
1930s before going on active military duty. With
the creation of the U.S. Air Force during the late
1940s, he became an Air Force officer and spent
much of his career working at the Pentagon in
Washington, D.C. Rentz served as a deputy to Gen.
Curtis LeMay, the former Air Force chief of staff
He was a military adviser to Chiang Kai-shek in
China, to a commanding general in Wiesbaden,
Germany, and to the commanding officer of the
Air Force training school at Biloxi, Miss. He over
saw the construction of the U.S. Air Force Acad

opened a meat market at the corner of 13th and
Holman Sts. in Covington. Home delivery, by a
huckster wagon, amounted to 75 percent of the

emy in Colorado Springs, Colo., and air force bases

meat market's sales. In 1922 the store moved to 19th

Boca Raton, Fla., where he died in 1985; he was

and Holman Sts. in Covington. The store was
passed on to William's three sons, Robert, William,
and Lewis, who in 1935 opened one of the region's
first self-serve grocery stores in Fort Mitchell. At
the time, one could by a pound of fresh ground beef
or a pound of coffee for 29 cents.

buried at Arlington National Cemetery in Arling

After two of the Remke brothers died, Rob

ert's son Bill Remke took over store operations
during the early 1970s. During his ownership,
Remke Markets has expanded to additional loca
tions in the region: Crescent Springs, Deer Park,
Florence, Fort Mitchell, Hebron, Independence,
Newport, and Taylor Mill; the company also has
a warehouse in Erlanger and made a brief foray
into the market at Amelia, Ohio. In 1980 the Fort
Mitchell store was remodeled to include one of

in the southern United States. Rentz retired to

ton, Va.

Florida Death Certificate No. 20276, for the year
1985.

"3 in Graduating Class,” KP June 16, 1928, 2.
“William E. Rentz, Retired General," CE, February
23, 1985, C2.

Michael R. Sweeney
REPUBLICAN PARTY, For most of the late

19th century and nearly all of the 20th, Northern
Kentucky was a bastion of the Democratic Party;
in the late 20th and early 21st centuries, Boone and
Campbell counties became strongholds of the Re
publican Party.
The 1850s represented a dynamic time in U.S.

the Remke chain's first in-store banks. In 1991 the

politics as the Whig and Democratic parties be
Covington store closed after 94 years of service.
In 1996, in a significant move, Bill Remke, re

maining as CEO, transferred the majority of stock
ownership in the company to its employees. Be
ginning in 2002, Remke's Drugstores, full-service
pharmacies, opened in two of the stores, and
pharmacies were later added to three additional
St0reS.

“Food Fight Heats Up: Wal-Mart Puts Area into a
MarketWar.” CE, April 16, 2005, J1–)2.

gan to fragment along sectional lines over the is
sues of slavery, nativism, temperance, and states
rights. These issues were highly charged and helped
to create a political environment ripe for the devel
opment of new political parties, organized primar
ily at the expense of the Whigs. By 1854 the Ameri
can Whig Party existed in name only and had been
largely replaced on the national stage by the nativ
ist Know-Nothings, irrevocably breaking the
two-party system of Whigs versus Democrats.
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In the North, the growing abolitionist move
ment gave impetus to disaffected Democrats, Free
Soilers, and many northern Whigs to join the
newly formed Republican Party. In 1856 former
Whig Abraham Lincoln, born in Kentucky, joined
the Republican Party, supporting John C. Fremont
as the party's first candidate for the presidency.
Democrat James Buchanan won the election and

Kentucky's electoral votes, but the Republicans
won majorities in 11 of the 16 free states. With this
electoral strength, and the eventual dissolution of
the Know-Nothings along sectional lines over the
slavery question, the Republicans established them
selves as the more viable successor to the Whigs.
Four political parties vied for the presidency in
1860, three of which represented sectionaldivisions
of the Democratic Party. Lincoln, representing ab
olitionist sentiment, received less than 1 percent of
the state's vote, while John Bell of Tennessee, the

Constitution Union candidate whose party sought
to preserve the Union, received 45 percent and won
the state. Favorite son John C. Breckinridge cap
tured 36 percent of the vote for the Southern Demo
crat party, which favored states' rights, and a second
Democrat, U.S. senator Stephen Douglas of Illinois,
representing a segment of the Democrat Party that
tried to appeal both to Northern and Southern vot
ers, garnered only 18 percent. Campbell (314 votes
for Lincoln, or 11.9%) and Kenton (267 votes for

Lincoln, or 7.5%) were the only two counties in
Kentucky where Lincoln received more than 200
votes. In the presidential election of 1864, Lincoln
carried Kenton Co. (1,716 votes, or 55.5%), and

Campbell Co. (1,504 votes, or 53.9%).
Before the Civil War, there were few Republi
cans in Kentucky; however, Northern Kentuckians
William S. Bailey and James R. Whittemore of
Newport represented the state at the Republican
national convention in 1856. Charles Hendly, also
of Newport, and Abner Williams and Hamilton
Cummings of Covington joined Whittemore at
the party's 1860 nominating convention. The first
major politician to join the Republican Party from
Northern Kentucky was Samuel Swope of Pend
leton Co., who had served in the Kentucky legisla
ture as a Whig yet became affiliated with the Re
publican Party in 1856.
During the Civil War, politics in Kentucky
could be described as a shifting montage of party
affiliations. Although the Democratic Party con
trolled state politics, Democrats were not all of one
mind; they were divided over the issues of slavery
and unionism. The Peace Democrats did not want

the state to take action against secession, while the
Union Democratic Party supported ending these
cessionist movement but was opposed to what it
considered to be the unconstitutional efforts of the

Republicans to end slavery. Yet, even this group
had dissident elements who believed that the insti

tution of slavery should be sacrificed for the good
of the Union. These Democrats, the “Uncondi

tional Unionists," supported preserving the Union
and the Republican administration of Lincoln at
all costs.

In Northern Kentucky, “unconditionalists
actually controlled the Democratic Party's Sixth
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District Convention," which was charged with
nominating a candidate for the U.S. Congress for
the 1863 election. Green Clay Smith was selected
over the incumbent Constitutional Union con

gressman, John W. Menzies. Smith was chosen
primarily because he was the preferred candidate

ington. In most of Kentucky, being a Republican
became a political liability.
The Republican Party of Kentucky continued to
be a minority within the state throughout the Re
construction period, offering opportunities for as

piring politicians but holding little threat to thema

and, with Charles B. Truesdell and Charles M.

Ciarlo, composed an entirely Republican delega
tion. In 1922 Republican Herman Q. Thompson
replaced Ciarlo, while in 1924 Truesdale took

Metzger's state seat, serving until 1928. Truesdale
served another term in the Kentucky House of

of Mortimer Benton, the leader of the Demo

jority Democrats who controlled the statelegislature

cratic Party in Northern Kentucky, former mayor
of Covington, and president of the Kentucky
Central Railroad. Although Smith had lived in

and governorship for the next 30 years. One such

Covington only since 1858, he was a nephew of

William Henry Wadsworth of Maysville, who
had previously served in the Kentucky Senate(1853–
1856) and was elected to the U.S. Congress repre
senting the Constitutional Union Party for two

Representatives in 1930. Also in 1930, Republican
Ellsworth Regenstein, of Newport, who had ear
lier been the superintendent of public schools in
Kentucky (1911–1912), took Burkamp's seat in the
Kentucky Senate to complete his term.
During the first 30 years of the 20th century,
Mason Co. also raised a crop of Republican repre
sentatives, including state senator William H.

terms (1861–1865). In 1885 Wadsworth returned to

Cox, who served two terms from 1900 to 1908; he

the U.S. Congress as a Republican for a single term
before retiring. Although Republicans were able to
challenge for individual offices, the party's eventual
ability to compete for state political supremacy was
primarily due to the splintering of the Democratic
Party. In 1895 the cause of “Populism" provided is
sues that led to another Democratic fragmentation
and the first Republican statewide victories in
Kentucky.
The fragmentation of the Kentucky Demo
cratic Party occurred as a result of several events,
among them the movement for municipal reform

was elected lieutenant governor in 1907, serving
until 1912. In the Kentucky Senate, Bert C.Grigsby,
who also served until 1912, replaced him. In 1916
Kentucky senator Lewis N. Rayburn was elected to
represent the county, and in 1918 he was joined by
Republican Kentucky House member Addison L.

Cassius Marcellus Clay (Kentucky's great aboli
tionist leader), had won election to the state legisla
ture in 1860, had served in the Union Army, and
had been made a brigadier general in 1863, com
manding forces in the state. Smith won the 1863
U.S. congressional election, with almost half of his
votes coming from Kenton and Campbell coun
ties. One explanation is that many voters in North
ern Kentucky were relatively new to the United
States and politics and were not enamored with ei

ther slavery or the agricultural lifestyle. Since the
1840s, Covington and Newport in particular had
experienced a large influx of immigrants and a
growing industrial and commercial economy.
These new voters saw the benefits of preserving
Kentucky's ties to the Union.
In 1864 the Peace Democrats joined forces
with the Union Democrats in opposition to Lin
coln's reelection bid. Smith and two other Unionist

congressmen did notjoin this new coalition, known
as the Conservative Democrats. Working for Lin
coln's reelection, they earned the spite of the Lou
isville Daily Democrat, which stated, “There is a
Republican Party in Kentucky and they have rep
resentatives in Congress; and it is not to be dis
guised that they represent a considerable party at
home.”

The state and congressional elections that fol
lowed on the heels of Lincoln's death and the end

ing of the war were defined by the issue of support
for the proposed 13th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution, ending slavery. In February 1865,
the Kentucky legislature had rejected the amend
ment, but Smith had supported the amendment in
Washington. Despite his break with the party lead
ership, the Conservative Democratic sweep of the
state legislature, and the party's winning five of the
state's seven congressional seats, Smith won his
district nomination by acclamation and was re
turned to the U.S. Congress, winning in a tight
election over a Conservative opponent. Smith's
victory was made possible by the strong support he
had in the more industrialized northern counties

of Campbell and Kenton.
Although a growing number of Kentuckians
were willing to vote Republican, thanks to the ef.
forts of the Unconditional Union Democrats, the

state remained firmly in the grasp of the Conserva
tive Democratic Party following the Civil War.
With the slavery issue resolved, the Democratic
Party began to unite behind the banner of states
rights, bolstered by returning Confederate veter
ans who were renewing their political associations
and by the effects of Reconstruction and the per
ceived abuses of the Republican Congress in Wash

prominent Northern Kentuckian, who benefited
from the existence of a Democratic alternative, was

in Louisville, where the Democratic-controlled

city government was seen as corrupt; the rise of
Populist-leaning leaders in the party, such as Wil
liam Goebel in Covington; and the resistance of
the Democratic Party leadership, known as “Gold
Democrats," to the idea of adopting a platform, in
cluding support for “free silver," which might in
duce state Populists to join the party.
Republican organizational developments en
abled the Republican Party to make significant po
litical gains at the county level. In the 1894 Kenton
Co. elections, for example, Hayden Polk Stephens
won the race for county judge, John O'Donnell was
elected sheriff, and John McKnight became county
jailer. Under the leadership of Richard P. Ernst
of Covington, the Kenton Co. Republican Party
was formally organized in 1895. Stephens served as
Kenton Co. judge from 1894 through 1897 and
then again from 1902 until 1910, and Ernst ran for
the U.S. Congress unsuccessfully in 1897 but was
later elected to the U.S. Senate.

A relative Republican stronghold since Recon
struction, Campbell Co. sent to Frankfort several
legislative delegations containing a Republican be
tween 1900 and 1930. Among Campbell Co.'s most
successful Republican representatives early in the
century was William A. Burkamp, who served in
the state House of Representatives during the ses
sions of 1900 and 1902 and then returned in 1928

foraterm as Kentucky senator. In 1908, 1920, 1922,
and 1928, Campbell Co.'s entire delegation was Re
publican. Harry E. Weitkamp represented Camp
bell Co. in the state House of Representatives in
1906 and returned in 1908 to serve alongside the
county's other Kentucky House member, Oliver P.

Baldwin, who served one term before being re
placed by William S. Yazell, part of the Republican
House majority during the 1920 session. Pendle
ton Co. sent Republican state House member John
L. Bradford to Frankfort in 1918 and, during the
1926 legislative session, was represented, along
with Bracken Co., by Republican state House
member Charles N. McCarty.
Despite its leading role in the early formation
of the state Republican Party, Kenton Co. sent rela
tively few Republicans to Frankfort in the first half
of the 1900s. Republican Edward J. Hickey was
elected to the state House of Representatives in
1901, and Robert H. Fleming was elected to the
Kentucky Senate in 1903. Another Republican,
H. D. Gregory, who also served one term, replaced
Hickey in 1904. In 1908 Kenton Co.'s state senator
Edward E. Walker and House member Charles C.

Chase added muscle to the Republican cause, and
in the 1920 legislative session, Rodney G. Bryson
added to the Republican majority in the Kentucky
House of Representatives.
In 1925 Kenton Co. Republican Ray R. Rogers
was elected to the state House of Representatives.
Although it was not until 1964 that Kenton Co. sent
another delegate to the state legislature, the county
did have its shareofdeeply committed Republicans.
Maurice L. Galvin of Covington, beginning in
1912, was a delegate to seven straight Republican
national conventions and managed the successful
1919 Republican gubernatorial campaign of Ed
ward Morrow. In that election, Covington's Repub
lican mayor, John Craig, was elected state auditor.
Soon after, in 1920, Richard P. Ernst, a member of

the Covington city council from 1888 to 1892, was
elected to the U.S. Senate. The county also contrib
uted Republican Judson Lincoln Newhall, who

was director of music in Covington public schools
from 1913 to 1929 except for a short stint during
World War I, to the U.S. House of Representatives

for the 1929–1930 legislativesession. Newhallserved

Applegate, and Kentucky senator George Wil

one term, was defeated for reelection in 1930, and

helmi. In 1916 Jacob Metzger was Campbell Co.'s
only Republican in the state House of Representa
tives, but he was elected Kentucky senator in 1920

again ran unsuccessfully in 1934.
Statewide, 27 governors were elected in Ken
tucky between 1900 and 2003, and only six of them
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were Republican. And in only two presidential
elections in the first half of the 20th century was
Republican voting strength sufficient to throw
Kentucky's electoral votes to Republican candi
dates, helping to elect Calvin Coolidge (1923–
1929) in 1922 and Herbert Hoover (1929–1933) in
1928,

the 1970 session and as minority whip during the

Turner, and Gordon Wade) in the 1981 elections.

1972, 1974, 1978, and 1980sessions. In 1982Schmidt

Although Democrats won all three seats, the Re
publican Party's strong showing further embold
ened the local party to compete more vigorously,
with Republican commissioner candidate Dick
Combs winning election in 1984. Turner was later
named mayor of Covington (1987) to fill an unex
pired term, while a Republican governor appointed
Drees Kenton Co. judge-executive in 2004.
The growing tide of Republicanism in North
ern Kentucky in the years since 1990 contributed
to the naming of more Northern Kentuckians to
party leadership positions in Frankfort. Joining
Harper, Middleton, and Schmidt in leadership
positions was Charlie Borders, state senator from

was named minority floor leader in the Kentucky
House of Representatives. In 1984 he was elected
to the Kentucky Senate and reelected in 1988 and
1992, serving as minority caucus chair in the state
Senate during the 1992 session.

The decades of the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s

Another Republican from Kenton Co., Clyde

were not bountiful years for the Northern Ken
tucky Republican Party. Stanley C. Moebus was
elected to the Kentucky House of Representatives
from Campbell Co. in 1938 and again in 1940.
Four years later, Campbell Co. sent Republican J.
Garvey Davis to the Kentucky Senate and George
T. Smith to the state House of Representatives.

W. Middleton, joined Harper in Frankfort in 1968,
when he was elected to the Kentucky Senate. Mid

Davis and Smith each served one term. In 1948
Charles W. Wirsch won the first of six elections to

the Kentucky House of Representatives, serving
until 1960. Wirsch was the only elected Republi
can from the region in either the state House of
Representatives or the state Senate from the time of

dleton served five terms there, being named mi
nority whip in 1978, 1980, and 1982 and minority
caucus chairman in 1984 and 1986. Middleton was
defeated for reelection in 1986 but returned to

Kenton Co. and was elected judge-executive. He
resigned from office in 1998, the same year that Re
publicans won the judge-executive offices in
Northern Kentucky in Boone, Campbell, and Ken
ton counties.

Throughout the latter half of the 20th century,
as Northern Kentucky's population grew, and as

his election until 1964,

residential construction shifted farther from the

Despite limited state political victories, Repub
lican political strength continued to develop. Since
the middle of the 20th century, Kentucky voters
have given the state's electoral votes to Republicans
in the presidential elections of 1952, 1956, 1960,

urban core, political boundaries, which had often
matched county lines in the past, began to experi
ence rapid change and become more complicated.
Through a series of legislative redistricting, repre
sentatives who had had their political districts cen
tered in one county in one election found them
selves running from a dramatically changed district
in the next. Some representatives had districts that

1968, 1972, 1980, 1984, 1988, 2000, and 2004. This

trend exhibited a growing willingness on the part
of voters to support national Republicans.
Although the Republican candidate for presi
dent lost the 1964 election in a landslide, the year
marked the beginning of a comeback for Northern
Kentucky's Republicans. Elected to the Kentucky
Senate that year from Campbell Co. was Donald L.
Johnson, and to the state House of Representatives
Carl A. Bamberger and Arthur L. "Art" Schmidt.
From Kenton Co., Kenneth F. "Ken" Harper was
elected to the Kentucky House of Representatives.
This represented the largest number of Republi
cans elected to the legislature from Northern Ken
tucky since 1920 and signaled the beginning of an
almost meteoric rise in Republican Party member
ship at the county level and in the number of state
representatives from the region. In national poli
tics, the Northern Kentucky region began increas
ingly to vote Republican, and by the 1990s Repub
licans dominated regional politics.
Ken Harper was elected three times to the state
House of Representatives, serving from 1964 to
1968, when he resigned and was appointed by the
governor as assistant commissioner of child wel
fare. In 1970 he was named the state's public infor
mation commissioner, and in 1971 he filled the re

maining term of the Kentucky secretary of state. In
1986 Harper returned to political office, serving
another five terms in the Kentucky House of Rep
resentatives and being named House minority
chairman for the 1988 and 1990 legislative ses
sions. Campbell Co.'s Donald Johnson remained
in the Kentucky Senate for four terms, serving
from 1964 to 1980, while Art Schmidt was elected

to the state House of Representative in 1963 and in
1970 became the first Northern Kentucky Republi
can House member to be named to a leadership
post, serving as minority caucus chairman during
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stretched across three or more counties, and it be
came more difficult to associate an elected official

with one county. For example, while a member of
the Kentucky House of Representatives in 1974,
Schmidt, of Campbell Co., found himself repre
senting portions of Pendleton Co. as well. In 1984
Jon David Reinhardt began a tenure of more than
22 years in the state House of Representatives, rep
resenting, at various times, portions of Boone,
Campbell, Kenton, and Pendleton counties. As a
state senator, from 1984 through 1994, Schmidt
represented portions of Bracken, Boone, Camp
bell, Kenton, and Pendleton counties.

While redistricting was able to create a bastion
of Democratic Party strength in the urban core of
Northern Kentucky, the shifting boundaries often
meant Republicans were representing areas of the
region's rural counties, which had historically been
strongly Democratic. The increasing Republican
Party strength could also be seen in light of the
growing shift in the region away from an industrial
economy to one that emphasized services and the
quickening pace of suburbanization, which often
created dramatic swings in party alignment on the
metropolitan fringe. Beginning in the early 1980s,
Northern Kentucky's suburbs had a sizable Repub
lican voting majority. Although it proved to be an
anomaly in 1968 when Republican Leo Lawson
was elected to represent Boone and Gallatin coun
ties in Kentucky's 60th House District for one
term, less than 20 years later Boone Co. was hailed
as a core area for Republican votes in Northern
Kentucky, and in 1992 the county's entire state del
egation was Republican.
The Kenton Co. Republican Party ran three
county commission candidates (Ralph Drees, Ron

Bracken and Mason counties, who was named mi

nority whip in 1994 and majority caucus chairman
in 2000, when, for the first time, Republicans won
the majority in the Kentucky Senate. Dick Roed
ing, from Kenton Co., was named senate minority
whip in 1996, senate minority caucus chairman in
1998, and president pro tem of the state Senate in
2000. Other Northern Kentucky Republicans
named to leadership positions in the state legisla
ture included Charlie Walton from Boone and

Kenton counties, named House minority whip in
1996, and Katie Kratz Stine, representing Camp
bell and Pendleton counties, who was named pres
ident protem of the state Senate in 2005.
Indicative of the growing impact of the North
ern Kentucky wing of the Republican Party upon
state politics was the election of Trey Grayson,
originally from Kenton Co., as Kentucky secretary
of state in 2003. Of national import was the elec
tion of Jim Bunning, former Fort Thomas city
councilman (1977–1979), Kentucky senator (1979–
1983), and five-time U.S. congressman (1987–1999)
to the U.S. Senate in 1998 and again in 2004. Bun
ning successfully managed to ride the growing tide
of Republican Party strength in Northern Ken
tucky to become only the second Republican U.S.
senator from the region.
Currently, the relative political advantage of
being a Republican in Northern Kentucky is sig
nificant and can be seen not only in the substan

tial increase in party voting strength and party
leadership positions held by Northern Kentucki
ans but also by the number of elected officials who
have switched party allegiances in order to take
advantage of the party's new dominant political
position. Two of the more high-profile examples
were state representative Thomas Kerr's switch in
2003 after serving for 18 years as a Democrat in
the state House from Kenton Co., and Kenton Co.

and attorney Garry Edmondson's switch in 2001
to run against another former Democrat, Eric De
ters, in the Republican primary election. Republi
cans in Northern Kentucky have played a leading
role in the development of Kentucky's Republican
Party.

Crowley, Patrick. “State Rep. Kerr Switches to GOP.”
KE, October 11, 2003, B1.

Holt, Gina. "GOP Primary Pits Two Ex-Democrats,"
KE, May 21, 2002, B1.

Hood, James Larry. "For the Union: Kentucky's Un
conditional Unionist Congressmen and the
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Development of the Republican Party in Ken

ceeded to attack settlements in the interior of Ken

tucky, 1863–1865." RKHS76 (July 1978): 197–215.

tucky on Bird's War Road (also called Clark's

Northern Kentucky, Mattie Bruce Reynolds had a
keen interest in charities and civic affairs, espe

Jonas, E. A. A History of the Republican Party in

War Road). Clark, in turn, mounted a counterof.

cially women's suffrage. She was the daughter of

fensive, assemblinga 1,000-man army at the mouth
of the Licking River (the Point) in July 1780. On
August 1, Clark and his men moved against the
Shawnee Indians at Chillicothe and Piqua.
In autumn 1780 Gen. George Washington gave

Eli Metcalf Bruce, a cotton merchant and a

Virginia governor Thomas Jefferson permission

ington was named. Mattie Bruce married noted
physician Dudley Sharpe Reynolds in 1881. The
wedding, at Trinity Episcopal Church, was called
“the most brilliant society event that has probably
ever taken place in Covington." Mattie Reynolds
was active in the United Daughters of the Confed
eracy, the Daughters of the American Revolu
tion, and the Covington Art Club. She cam
paigned for the establishment of a shelter house in
Covington's Devou Park.
Women's suffrage was the area of Mattie's
greatest activity. She hosted national suffragist or
ganizers in her home, at 502 Greenup St. in Cov
ington, and in 1913 marched with four other Ken
ton Co. women inasuffragist parade in Washington,
D.C. Mattie Reynolds died in 1916, from injuries
received in a runaway buggy accident at White Sul
fur Springs, W.Va. After her death, a Kenton Co.
Equal Franchise Association resolution pro
claimed that she was one of the most prominent
and valued members of the organization, having
been an active worker and officeholder and having
served that body in the state conventions. Reyn
olds was buried at Highland Cemetery in Fort
Mitchell, Ky.

Kentucky. Louisville, Ky., J. P. Morton, 1929.

Terwort, William H. “History of the Kenton County
Republican Party," paper presented to the Kenton
Co. Republican Party Executive Committee, Au
gust 28, 2006.
J. T. Spence

REVOLUTIONARY WAR (1775–1783). The

Revolutionary War (also called the American Rev
olution) in Kentucky—part of what was then con
sidered the West—is understood most clearly in
connection with its antecedents. The Treaty of
Paris of 1763, which ended the French and In

dian War (also called the Seven Years' War), gave
the British all of the territory of North America
east of the Mississippi River, including Canada and
Florida, but not New Orleans. Concerned about

the ability to defend this expanse, Britain issued
the Proclamation of 1763, forbidding settlement
west of the crest of the Appalachian Mountains
until a western policy for the region was adopted.
Explorers and settlers disregarded the proclama
tion. In 1774 Harrodsburg, the first permanent
white settlement in Kentucky, was created. Upset
by incursions into their land, American Indians
responded. In 1774 Lord Dunmore's War (named

after the Virginia governor) resulted in the Treaty
of Camp Charlotte, whereby the Shawnee Indians
agreed to stay north of the Ohio River and the
white settlers south of it. By the time the Revolu
tionary War began in 1775, Kentucky was part of
Fincastle Co., Va. Shortly thereafter, with the en
couragement of George Rogers Clark (1752–
1818) as a delegate from pioneer Kentucky, the Vir
ginia legislature created the new county of
Kentucky, effective December 31, 1776. Hence, the
Commonwealth of Virginia was responsible for
the security of frontier Kentucky during the course
of the Revolutionary War.
Although sparsely settled, Kentucky was an
important battleground between the Colonies, on
the one hand, and the British and their American

Indian allies on the other. In Kentucky, the war
proceeded as a series of offensive and counter
offensive actions, largely between George Rogers
Clark and British lieutenant governor Henry Ham
ilton of Detroit. Appointed a lieutenant colonel by
Virginia governor Patrick Henry, Clarkled a 1778–
1779 offensive against Henry Hamilton north of
the Ohio River, capturing the settlements of
Kaskaskia, Cahokia, and Vincennes. In October

1779 the “Great Renegade" turncoat, Simon Girty,
with British and American Indian forces, sur

prised Capt. David Rogers and about 65 colonial
American soldiers above the mouth of the Licking
River, at a sandbar near present Dayton, Ky. The
battle was a massacre for the Americans (see Rog
ers’ Defeat). In spring 1780 the British launched
a counteroffensive against Clark. British captain
Henry Bird (Byrd) led an army of nearly 1,000 Brit

for Clark to borrow military supplies from Fort
Pitt (Pittsburgh) for a planned attack against De
troit. Jefferson made Clark a brigadier general in
the Virginia army, but Virginia's decision to give up
its claims to most of the lands north of the Ohio

River reduced enthusiasm for undertaking the
expenses of the campaign. Clark left Fort Pitt with
400 men, hoping to raise more troops in Kentucky.
He was followed by a group of Pennsylvania sol
diers led by Col. Archibald Lochry. In August 1781
the Indian allies of the British ambushed Lochry's
men near the mouth of the Great Miami River op
posite present Boone Co., Ky., and 107 colonials
died or were captured. As the Revolutionary War
approached its end, Clark's proposed attack against
Detroit never transpired.
In October 1781, British general Charles Corn
wallis surrendered at Yorktown, Va. However, the

British continued to occupy forts in the West and
to encourage the Indians to raid settlements. As a
result, the battle raged on in Kentucky, and 1782
earned the title of the Year of Blood. By July 1782,
to deter Indian attacks, Clark built a 73-foot-long
boat, manned by 100 men and armed with can
nons, and placed it in operation near the mouth of
the Licking River. Nevertheless, in August 1782,
Simon Girty and more than 300 white and Indian
troops met and defeated the Kentuckians at the
Battle of Blue Licks in current Robertson Co.,

member of the Confederate Congress from Ken
tucky, and Elizabeth Sallie Withers, the daughter
of Maj. Charles A. Withers (see Withers Family),
for whom Withers Park (modern Park Pl) in Cov

“Graves Will Be Decorated,” KTS, June 2, 1914, 2.

“Memory of Arts Club Leader Is Honored." KTS,
April 9, 1917, 10.
“Services Held Wednesday for Mrs. Reynolds,” KP,
September 27, 1916, 1.

which some claim was the last major battle of the
Revolutionary War but others maintain was part

“They Fought to Secure Equal Rights for Women,"

of the Indian Wars following (see Blue Licks,

Ann Hicks

KP, August 4, 2004, 4K.

Battle of Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort;

Blue Licks). As a counteroffensive, Clark assem

bled another 1,000-man army at the mouth of the
Licking River in November 1782 and led an expe
dition against the Indians.
Officially, the Treaty of Paris of 1783 brought
an end to the Revolutionary War. By the treaty's
terms, the United States gained all of the territory
east of the Mississippi River except British Canada,
Spanish Florida, Spanish West Florida, and Span
ish New Orleans.

Hammon, Neal O., and Richard Taylor. Virginia's
Western War, 1775–1786. Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Stackpole Books, 2002.
Harrison, Lowell H. George Rogers Clark and the
War in the West. Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky
Press, 1976.

Harrison, Lowell H., and James C. Klotter. A New

History of Kentucky. Lexington: Univ. Press of
Kentucky, 1997.
Paul A. Tenkotte

ish and American Indian soldiers south from De

REYNOLDS, MATTIE BRUCE (b. 1854, Cov

troit to raid Kentucky settlements. Crossing the
Point at the mouth of the Licking River, they pro

ington, Ky.; d. September 24, 1916, White Sulfur
Springs, W.Va.). One of the best-known women in

RHINOCK, JOSEPH L. (b. January 4, 1863,
Owenton, Ky.; d. September 20, 1926, New Ro
chelle, N.Y.). Politician and businessman Joseph
Lafayette Rhinock, the son of Joseph and Eliza
Short Rhinock, moved from Owenton to Coving
ton with his family at age seven. He attended pub
lic school in Covington but left after a few years,
saying that he had all the education he needed. His
first job locally was at the Diamond Tobacco Fac
tory. At age 14 he went to work for Covington's
Hemingray Glass Company. He left that job to
become a messenger in Cincinnati. His next em
ployment was with the Cincinnati Chamber of
Commerce, where he remained for 11 years; his
duties were to check the accuracy of business scales
and gauges. Rhinock married Emma McKain in
1883, and they had two sons and two daughters. In
his mid-20s, he entered politics and was elected a
Covington city councilman. In 1893, at age 30, he
became the youngest mayor in Covington's his
tory. He ran for the Kentucky Senate in 1901 but
lost to Robert H. Flemming, the mayor of Ludlow.
Rhinock served in the U.S. House of Representa
tives from 1905 until 1911. After leaving office,
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Rhinock moved to New York City, where, for the
next 20 years, he was involved in theatrical enter
prises. During that period he served as vice presi

honor bestowed by the organization. Rice has
served as president of the National Association of
Collegiate Directors of Athletics, chairman of the

RICHARDSON, DARRELL C. (b. May 17,
1918, Baxter Springs, Kans; d. September 19, 2006,
Memphis, Tenn.). A clergyman and an author,

dent and treasurer for the Shubert Theater chain.

NCAA Football Rules Committee, chairman of
the NCAA Television Committee, and chairman

Darrell Coleman Richardson was the son of Cole

He also developed an interest in horse racing and
made newspaper headlines several times for win
ning large sums of money at the races. Rhinock
died at age 63 at his home called Bonnie Crest in
New Rochelle, N.Y. He was buried in a mausoleum

at Highland Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.
Biographical Directory of the United States Congress.
"Rhinock, Joseph Lafayette." http://bioguide
congress.gov (accessed November 22, 2005).

“Biography of New Mayor," KP December 19, 1893, 1.
“Brief Biography—Joseph L. Rhinock," KP, October
18, 1893, 1.

Claypool, James C. The Tradition Continues: The
Story of Old Latonia, Latonia, and Turfway
Racecourses. Fort Mitchell, Ky:T.I. Hayes, 1997.
RHYTHMAND BLUES. See Blues; Jazz.

of the Atlantic Coast Conference Rules Commit
tee. Rice has written numerous books on motiva

tion and leadership skills, and his "Total Person
Concept" for student-athletes has served as the
model for more than 170 colleges around the coun
try. His books include The Explosive Short T.
Homer Rice on Triple Option Football, Winning
Football with the Air Option Passing Game,
Leadership Fitness: Developing and Reinforcing
Successful, Positive Leaders; Lessons for Lead
ers: Building a Winning Team from the Ground
Up; and Leadership for Leaders: The Attitude
Technique Philosophy, a Total Person-Total
Success Concept.
Today, Homer Rice and his wife, Phyllis, reside
in Atlanta, Ga.

Boemker, Terry. "Rice Molded Highland Winning
RICE, HOMER (b. February 20, 1927, Bellevue,
Ky). Homer Cranston Rice, a football coach and
athletic director, is the son of Samuel C. and Grace

Wilson Rice. He grew up in Fort Thomas and grad
uated in 1945 from Highlands High School,
where he was an all-state quarterback, an all
conference basketball guard, and a track cham
pion. He graduated in 1950 from Centre College in
Danville, Ky., earning Little All-American honors
as a quarterback there. He later earned an MS at
Eastern Kentucky University in Richmond, an
MED from the University of Kentucky in Lexing
ton, and a PhD from Columbia Pacific University,
a proprietary institution at Novata, Calif.
A versatile athlete, Rice also played profes
sional baseball in the Brooklyn Dodgers' organiza
tion. He coached high school football in Tennessee
before returning to lead the football team at High
lands High School. His teams at Highlands won
50 consecutive regular season games and Class AA
state football championships in 1960 and 1961. He
finished his high school coaching career with a
win-loss record of 102-9-7. Rice, who is credited

Tradition," KP August 19, 1999,9K.
Moore, Terrence. “Rice's First Goal Will Be Reducing

Bengal Miscues,” CE, October 3, 1978, C1.
Bill Thomas
RICHARD P. ERNST HOME. The Richard P.
Ernst Home, located at 405 Garrard St. within the

Licking-Riverside and Ohio Riverside Na
tional Historic Districts in Covington, was
built about 1890 for tobacco industry gentleman
John S. Matson. The Queen Anne style house was
designed by Cincinnati architect Samuel Han
naford (see Samuel Hannaford and Sons), who

also designed the Cincinnati Music Hall and
many other structures in the region. The Ernst
Home has 26 rooms, including five fireplaces, and
12-foot ceilings.
In 1908 this mansion became the home for

Richard P. Ernst, his wife, Sarah B. Ernst, and their
two children, Sarah and William. Richard Ernst

served as a U.S. senator from Kentucky from 1921
to 1927. The Ernst family lived in the mansion until

man D. and Edna Ellen Nipper Richardson. Dar
rell grew up in Missouri, where he received his
early education. He entered Furman University at
Greenville, S.C., in 1938 on an athletic scholarship
and earned varsity letters in basketball, football,
tennis, track, and swimming. Described as a very
muscular individual, Richardson was six feet four

inches tall and weighed about 250 pounds. He
graduated in 1942 and soon after married Sarah
Louise Sanders, a student at Furman. The couple
had two children, Darrell Jr., born in 1945, and
Donald, born in 1949. Richardson undertook

postgraduate studies at Columbia University, in
New York City, Yale University, in New Haven,
Conn.; Western Kentucky University, in Bowling
Green; the University of Cincinnati, and the Uni
versity of Kentucky, in Lexington. He eventually
earned a doctorate and five master's degrees. He
was also a graduate of the Southern Baptist Theo
logical Institute in Louisville. While attending col
lege and seminary, he worked during the summers
as director of Camp Ridgecrest, a home for boys in
Ridgecrest, N.C. During that time he also served as
scoutmaster of a Boy Scout troop that had a larger
membership than any other in the United States.
In 1943 and 1944, he served as pastor at Ormsby
Village, a home for delinquent and dependent
children in Anchorage, Ky., and at the same time
coached the school's football and basketball teams.

In 1945 he was interim pastor of the Walnut Street
Baptist Church in Louisville. Richardson came to
Northern Kentucky in March 1947 to accept a po
sition as pastor of the Fort Mitchell Baptist
Church. He proved to be a very popular and char
ismatic leader, and the church membership dou
bled duringhis tenure. His sermons were described
as outstanding and were often interlaced with sto
ries of his life experiences, only slightly embel
lished. While in Northern Kentucky, he held many
influential positions in church and civic organiza
tions. He was a director of the Booth Memorial

Susan Brent Ernst's death in June 1935. Richard

with the development of the triple-option offense
at Highlands, wrote a book about his innovative
offense while coaching there. The book featured
photographs of many of his Highlands players. The
triple-option offense became a mainstay in college
football during the 1960s and 1970s.
Rice continued his coaching career as an assis
tant coach at the University of Kentucky and the
University Oklahoma at Norman, and he served as
head coach at the University of Cincinnati and at
Rice University in Houston, Tex. He later became
head coach of the professional football Cincinnati
Bengals for a season. Rice has served as an athletic
director at three major universities: North Carolina
in Chapel Hill (1969–1975), Rice University (1976–
1977), and Georgia Tech in Atlanta (1980–1997).
The National Association of Collegiate Direc
tors of Athletics established the Homer Rice Award
to honor the athletic director or conference com

missioner who most contributes to exemplary ser
vice to college athletics. It is the highest national

Hospital and of the Dan Beard Council of the

had died on April 13, 1934.
In 1937 the property was sold to Bracken Co.
native Patrick Michael Flannery, an attorney, who
converted it into the Flannery Hotel. It was used
for that purpose until roughly 1975. University of
Kentucky fraternity brothers Jerry Bressler, Dan
Wolff, and Rob Martin, who owned Phoenix Prop
erties, purchased the building from Patrick Mau
rice Flannery, the son of the hotel's founder, and
restored it for office use in 1982. In the restoration

of the elegant structure, the ornate woodwork and
the grand open wooden staircase were maintained.
The Miami Purchase Association recognized the
Ernst Home as a historic preservation property in
1982. In April 2005 a Kentucky State Highway
Marker was placed in front of the structure to rec
ognize its historical significance.
“Covington Board OKs Rehab Project," KP. March
10, 1983, 6K.

Carolyn Zink

Boy Scouts of America. He also served as presi
dent of the Kenton Co. Ministerial Association

and the Northern Kentucky Pastor's Conference.
During the 1950s he was one of the leaders of the
crusade against gambling and crime syndicates
operating in the area. He also served as the public
ity director for the Billy Graham Crusade held in
Cincinnati.

In January 1954, longing for a new challenge,
he resigned as pastor of the Fort Mitchell Baptist
Church and volunteered to become a U.S. Army
chaplain. He was trained at the army's chaplain
school in Fort Slocum, N.Y., and assigned to the
3rd Armored Division, located in Germany. Elvis
Presley was also a member of that unit, and they
met and became friends. While serving in the
army, Richardson wrote numerous articles for
military publications. After leaving active duty in
the 1960s, he moved to Memphis, Tenn., to ac
cept a position as editor for the Brotherhood
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Commission of the Southern Baptists. In that
post he wrote and edited much of the literature
distributed by the Southern Baptist Convention.
He was known to visit with Presley at Graceland
Mansion in Memphis.
Throughout his life, Richardson retained his
boyhood fascination with larger-than-life individ
uals, both real and fictional, including Billy Gra
ham, Elvis Presley, and comic strip heroes like
Tarzan. Richardson often told people that one of
his lifelong role models was Tarzan. He eventually
became a friend of Johnny Weissmueller, the first
actor to play Tarzan in the movies.
Richardson's novels have been described as

bold, brilliant, and bursting with adventure. A
friend called him an extremely fascinating and
charismatic individual who worked tirelessly at his
crafts. He has also been described as a mentally
and physically active individual with multiple tal
ents and the zealous desire to use all of them. He

authored 44 books and about 100 newspaper and

ther was a Mexican War veteran, a Covington at
torney, a state representative, and a remote cousin
of President William Henry Harrison (1889–1893);
her mother's father was Col. Henry C. Harris, a
Kentucky state representative and senator. Lineage
was very important to Richardson. In 1899 she first
applied for the job of Covington librarian but then

RICH LADDER COMPANY. Founded in Car

Court and District Court in Covington. Although
she had been writing news for the local press for
some time, in 1903 she formally became a reporter
for the Cincinnati Commercial Times, covering
the Northern Kentucky social scene. Her writing
was often described as “breezy." She was also a poet
and wrote a book of poems, one of which, "Be Brit
ish," became a war slogan in England during
World War I. She was active in Trinity Episco
pal Church in Covington and was a founding
member of an organization that collected scrap
metal to be sold for war relief. She was heavily in
volved in the Daughters of the American Revolu
tion and the Colonial Dames. Richardson resided

tion and often written under pseudonyms. Three
of his most important books were Max Brand:
The Man and His Work, Counseling in Times
of Crisis, and A Christian Facing a World of
Change. Richardson lived a life delightfully simi
lar to those depicted in many of his novels. He trav
eled to more than 40 countries on archaeological
digs and spent considerable time in the Middle

on Garrard St. in Covington; she died in 1925, at
approximately age 61, at the William Booth Me
morial Hospital from an acute intestinal obstruc
tion. She was buried at the family lot in Highland
Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.
Kentucky Death Certificate No. 9887, for the year
1925.

“Writer Is Dead," KP, April 11, 1925, 1.

East, where he visited the biblical sites he had often
read about in his Bible.

an annual Darrell Award for the best science fic

tion, fantasy, or horror story submitted. During his
long and distinguished career, Richardson won a
number of awards, including the Phoenix Award,
the E. E. Evans Big Heart Award, the Lamont Pulp
Fiction Award, and the Southern Baptist Conven
tion's Good Shepherd Award.
Richardson died in Memphis, at age 88. His
wife, Sarah, preceded him in death. His sons were
his only close surviving relatives.
Dowd, James. “Dr. Richardson ‘Bigger Than Life,”
Memphis Commercial Appeal, September 21,
2006, www.freepages.miscrootsweb.com (accessed
December 30, 2006).
ERBzine, "Darrell C. Richardson." www.erbzine.com

(accessed December 30, 2006).
Richardson, Darrell C. “Elvis Wanted to Be Just One
of the GI's,” January 14, 2005, www.elvis.com (ac

cessed January 3, 2006).
Tapp, Hambleton. Kentucky Lives: The Blue Grass

State Who's Who. Hopkinsville, Ky. Historical
Record Association, 1966.

Jack Wessling
RICHARDSON, MARY CABELL (b. ca. 1864,

Covington, Ky.; d. April 10, 1925, Covington, Ky).
Although she made a point of not mentioning her
age, Mary C. Richardson, a newspaper reporter
and a poet, was apparently born around 1864 to
Robert Carter and Marie Louise Harris Richard

son. She spent her entire life in Covington. Her fa

F.A. Battey, 1888.

Reis, Jim. “They Served as Legislators When War
Clouds Billowed," KPJanuary 27, 2003,4K.

went to work in the clerk's office of the U.S. Circuit

magazine articles, many dealing with science fic

While living in Memphis, Richardson founded
the Memphis Science Fiction Association and was
its first president. The organization now bestows

Levin, H., ed. The Lawyers and Lawmakers of Ken
tucky. Chicago: Lewis, 1897.
Perrin, William Henry, J. H. Battle, and G. C. Kniffin.
Kentucky: A History of the State. Louisville, Ky:

RICHARDSON, ROBERT, COLONEL(b. May
18, 1826, Louisville, Ky.; d. June 28, 1896, Coving
ton, Ky). Robert Carter Richardson, a military of
ficer, a lawyer, and an author, was a son of Samuel
Q. and Mary Harrison Richardson. Although
Robert's parents died while he was quite young, he
obtained an education with the help of family
friends. After attending local schools, he entered

Transylvania University in Lexington, where he
earned a BA in 1846 and a JD in 1848. During the
Mexican War, he served for one year in a com
pany commanded by Cassius M. Clay. Afterward
Richardson set up a law office in Lexington. He
moved to Covington in 1850, where he became a
distinguished lawyer and an author of some re
nown. He contributed to Appleton's Encyclopedia

rollton as the Adkinson Brothers Lumber Mill in

1893, this business was purchased in 1945 by How
ard B. Rich Sr. and Louis Bunning. Rich and Bun
ning expanded the mill's products to include
wooden ladders that were shipped to distribution
points in the eastern United States.
In 1966 the Huenefeld Company acquired the
business and built a new mill in 1972 that covered
more than an acre at Seventh and Polk Sts. in Car
rollton, near the railroad. The new owner renamed

the business the Kentucky Ladder Company. In
1978 it had more than 150 employees working
three shifts. In addition to ladders, the company
produced wood crates that were shipped to all
parts of the United States. In the late 1980s, the
Werner Company of Chicago, alongtime leader in
aluminum and fiberglass ladders, scaffolds, and
climbing equipment, expanded by acquiring three
wooden ladder companies in the South, among
them the Kentucky Ladder Company. In 1990
Werner built a modern wood factory and consoli
dated allofits wood products at Carrollton. At that
time Werner was the largest producer of climbing
products in the world.
Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County.
Madison, Ind. Coleman, 1984.

Landoll. "Material Handling Success Stories—Boost
Productivity with Bendi." www.landoll.com (ac
cessed May 5, 2006).
Werner. “Werner Ladder—History." WWW
Wernerladder.com (accessed May 5, 2006).
Diane Perrine Coon

RICHWOOD. The unincorporated community
of Richwood in southeastern Boone Co. dates back

to the late 1700s and early 1800s. It was originally
called Richwood Station and denoted a fortified

structure for residents seeking safety in the event
of an Indian attack. When hostilities ceased, the

and wrote educational treatises and numerous

community's name was shortened to Richwood.
other literary works. In Northern Kentucky he be
came active in Democratic politics; he was elected
a state representative in 1855 and held that office
until 1859. He served as a colonel during the Civil
War, commanding two Union Home Guard com
panies. In 1859 he married Mariah Louise Harris
of Prestonburg, a daughter of Col. Henry Harris,
who served in both the House of Representatives
and Senate in Kentucky. The couple had eight chil
dren. From 1859 to 1863, he served as the superin
tendent of public instruction for the Common
wealth of Kentucky. He died at age 70 at his home
at 21 E. 12th St. in Covington and was buried at
Linden Grove Cemetery in that city. He had been
an attorney for 46 years.
Biographical Cyclopedia of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky. Chicago. John M. Gresham, 1896.

American Indians inhabited the Richwood area

before the pioneers arrived; an archaeological sur
vey by the University of Kentucky at Lexington has
confirmed the location of a Fort Ancient Indian

village there. Today, the town of Richwood is at the
intersection of the former Covington and Lex
ington Turnpike, built in 1830 (U.S. 25), and
Richwood Rd. (Ky. Rt. 338).
The rolling farmland of Richwood, drained by
the Mud Lick Creek, contains the most fertile soil in

eastern Boone Co. This fertility, along with the area's

good transportation system, made a flourishing ag.
riculture possible. The early cash crop was hogs, pro

duced for the Cincinnati pork-packing industry (see
Meatpacking). Tobacco later became the main
crop, until hay for horses and cows took its place, as
this industry gained prominence in Boone Co.

RICHWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

During the late 1700s large land grants were
given to Revolutionary War soldiers by the fed
eral government as payment for their military ser

ton. Traffic through Richwood increased as the
community became a flag stop for Greyhound
buses. In the 1960s, I-71-75 was constructed parallel

vice. The tracts in the Richwood area were divided,

to the Dixie Highway through Richwood, with an

sold, and then settled by some very prosperous
men in the early 1800s. The Bedingers, the Clark
sons, the Gaineses, the Hudsons, the Hugheses,
the Menzieses, and the Southgates who settled
Richwood were well-educated professional men—
attorneys and physicians. In the 1850 Boone
Co. census, the two wealthiest men in the county,
Benjamin Franklin Bedinger, MD, and James

exit onto Richwood Rd. The eastern part of Old
Richwood Rd, from the Dixie Highway, now ends
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week. Rev. William White also had a private school,
White Haven, on U.S. 42, down the road from the

current public school, New Haven. There were peri
ods when the pulpit was filled with "stated supply"
from the Presbytery, seminary students (licenti
ates), guest ministers, or elders of the church.

at the interstate, and a new section was built under

The culture of the 1850s and 1860s was reflected

Gaines, owned farms in Richwood. Beautiful brick

the interstate to connect with the Dixie Highway.
Once again, traffic increased and Richwood became
a major travel center for trucks and cars.
As a transportation center, Richwood attracted
industrial development during the late 20th cen
tury. This growth accelerated in the 1990s as the

houses were built in the area, two of which, the

industrial corridor extended from Florence south

Hughes and Hudson residences, still stand and are
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
John P. Gaines bought 221 acres near Rich
wood in 1827, built a house, and raised his family
on his Maplewood farm. He was a soldier in the
War of 1812, a major in the Mexican War, a repre
sentative in the Kentucky legislature, a U.S. con
gressman, and governor of the Territory of Oregon.
Archibald Kinkead Gaines, John's youngerbrother,
bought Maplewood from his brother when John
moved to Oregon in 1849. Margaret Garner was
a slave owned by the Gaines family at Maplewood
when in January 1856 she made a dramatic attempt
to escape slavery.
During the Civil Warthere was a Union Army
encampment along Richwood Rd. Rev. Everett
Bedinger, minister of Richwood Presbyterian
Church, after publishing his views on states'
rights, fled to Canada to avoid arrest as a Confed
erate sympathizer. One of the only two Civil War
military engagements in Boone Co. occurred at
Snow’s Pond along the Covington and Lexington
Turnpike, near Richwood. During the late 1870s,

through Richwood and on to Walton. Richwood is
rapidly changing as a result of housing develop
ments that have replaced farms and brought urban
sprawl in recent years.

in records that were kept in the Session Books. For
example, the elders took stern disciplinary action
when members failed to obey the Ten Command
ments or to fulfill their obligations as members.
Documented transgressions included absence
from worship, intemperate drinking, frequenting
places of public resort, adultery, insubordinate
conduct as a servant, the use of profane language,
and leading dissolute and worldly lives. Offenders
were suspended from church membership until
they repented. The names and sins of those sus
pended were announced from the pulpit.
Richwood Presbyterian Church had an early
commitment to foreign missions, formed mission
ary societies, and sponsored missionaries, includ
ing Rev. Charles Foreman. Two of the early minis

the railroad that became the Cincinnati South

ern Railroad was constructed parallel to the Dry
Ridge Trace, with a station at Richwood. A depot
and a section house for the railroad construction

workers were also built. Passengers and shipments
of goods were unloaded at the Richwood depot
and then transported by wagon to nearby farms. A
small town grew up around the railroad station,
with a general store, mail service, a livery station, a
barn for livestock, and a stock scale. A bank was

founded in the Richwood community in 1909 but
closed several years later. The brick bank building
became a grocery store that later also operated a
gas pump and an auto repair garage. A tavern was
located across Richwood Rd. from the grocery
store's properties in later years.
The center of community life in Richwood was
the Richwood Presbyterian Church, the oldest
Presbyterian church in Boone Co., which was
founded in May 1834 by Rev. Joseph Cabell Harri
son. The church leaders were also community lead

ers with progressive social views on issues like slav
ery, states' rights, and public education.
In the 1920s, sections of the Covington and Lex
ington Turnpike became part of the Dixie High
way (U.S. 25), a road that began in Covington and
ended in Florida. The Dixie Highway came through
Richwood on the way to Walton, bypassing the sec
tion of the turnpike that curved through Kensing

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun

ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Tenkotte, Paul A. “The Chronic Want of Cincin

nati-a Southern Railroad,” NKH 6, no. 1 (Fall–
Winter 1998): 24–33.

Warminski, Margo. Historic Structures of Boone

ters of Richwood Church, Rev. William White and

County. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Historic Pres

Rev. Everett Wade Bedinger, had children who be
came foreign missionaries. Bedinger, the longest
serving minister in the history of the church, had
not only children but also sons-in law, a grandson,

ervation Board, 2002.

Ruth Wade Cox Brunings

and a niece who were missionaries. At the onset of
RICHWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

Richwood Presbyterian Church, the first Presbyte
rian church established in Boone Co., is one of the

oldest Presbyterian churches in Northern Ken
tucky. It was founded in 1834 by Rev. Joseph Cabell
Harrison and has maintained continuous worship
services since that time. Harrison (1793–1860) had

many influential connections in the region. He was
a first cousin of President William Henry Harrison
(1841); he and his cousin John Breckinridge estab
lished the first religious newspaper published in
Kentucky, the Western Luminary, in 1824 in Lex
ington; and Harrison's wife was Sophia Rice, the
granddaughter of Rev. David Rice, the founder of
Presbyterianism in Kentucky.
The Richwood congregation met in a brick
schoolhouse and in homes in the early years. On
October 4, 1842, the trustees of the church pur
chased for five dollars from William Mosleya one
half-acre lot on the Mud Lick branch of Big Bone
Creek, where the Burlington and Big Bone roads
intersected. In 1844 a church was built there. After

that structure was struck by lightning and burned
in 1869, the congregation built a new church build
ing, completed by September 1870. The small white
frame country church, situated in a beautiful rural
setting—surrounded by a stone wall and maple
trees opposite a creek—has been a subject for art
ists, including Caroline Williams, and photog
raphers for many years.
As a small church, Richwood Church was not

always able to support a full-time minister. Some
early ministers were employed on a part-time basis

the Civil War, Bedinger published a “Plea for
Peace" in the Covington Journal in defense of
states' rights. Even though he was against slavery,
the Union Army sent soldiers to arrest him as a
Southern sympathizer. He escaped to Canada, re
turned through enemy lines to Kentucky, and took
his family on a dangerous journey to Virginia,
where he ministered to soldiers on both sides of the
conflict. He returned to the Richwood Church af.
ter the war.

Revivals, called protracted meetings, produced
new converts who were subsequently brought into
church membership. Among the converts were
slaves in the Richwood community. The first slave
to join Richwood Presbyterian Church was Moses
Carter on January 5, 1843; he was followed by Ra
chel, Drusylla, Plato, Hannah Patterson, Hannah
Hughes, and Margaret Garner. In 1855 there
were 26 white members and 7 slave members of the
church. Plato was hired as the church sexton in

1844, on completion of the church building, and
continued in this employment until December
1856, when he moved to Covington with his owner,
William Menzies. Margaret Garner fled slavery
with her family in January 1856, less than a year
after she joined the church. Surrounded by a posse
in Cincinnati, Garner killed her daughter rather
than see her return to slavery. The impact of this
event on the Richwood Church and community
was profound. Everett Wade Bedinger, who was an
elder, the clerk of Session, and an opponent of slav
ery, recorded in the church's Session Book II on
June 1, 1856, that the Session had met and ordered

and served other churches in the area as well. Some

a day of fasting. Members were instructed to "re

had other sources of income, such as farming, or
other employment, such as teaching. Rev. Samuel
Lynn had a school and boarded students during the

pair to the house of God for solemn worship, con
fession of sin and deep humiliation before God on
account of our sins and departures from Him as a
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congregation and as individual members" and for
the return of God's spirit to enable the conversions
of others.

The congregation built a community house,
with a kitchen, in the in the 1940s. Church activi

ties such as wedding receptions, youth group
meetings, and potluck dinners took place in this
building as well as Thanksgiving dinners for the
neighborhood. In 1946 the current stone manse
was built by Stanley Ranson with help from other
men of the church. The Sunday School Annex was

RCA, NBC, and Woman's Day in New York City.
In 1957 she began devoting herself to freelance
writing. Her first novel was The Prowler, published
in 1963. It was followed by Tread Softly (1964), her
most popular work, and then A Certain Slant of
Light (1968), An Affair of Doctors (1975), Totaled
Stalked (1983). Under the pseudonym Martha

Louisa Hawes Riddell. Nathaniel grew up in Bur
lington, where his early education was at the Mor
gan Academy. He then attended the Cincinnati
Law School and graduated in 1895. After leaving
school, he entered into a legal partnership with
Boone Co. judge John M. Lassing. On June 6,
1900, he married Katie L. Huey, the couple had no

Winslow, she wrote The Abortionist (1970), and

children. In 1903, when his father, Fountain Rid

she produced two novelizations of soap operas un
der the pseudonym Kate Lowe Kerrigan: Another

dell, died, Nathaniel replaced him as president of
the Boone Co. Deposit Bank. He served in that po
sition until 1930, when the bank was merged with
the Peoples Deposit Bank of Burlington.

(in collaboration with Steven McGraw, 1981), and

built onto the back of the church in 1960. A fellow

World I and Another World II (both in 1978). She

ship hall with offices and additional classrooms
was added onto the church to replace the commu
nity house and dedicated in 1991. Major celebra
tions with dinners and festivities occurred every
50 years as Richwood Church had its 50th, 100th
and 150th anniversaries. On January 17, 1971, a
historical marker, awarded to Richwood Presbyte
rian Church by the Kentucky Historical Society,
was dedicated during a ceremony that included
speeches, music, and a reception.
In 1935 Richwood Presbyterian Church was
transferred from Ebenezer Presbytery (which orig
inally included all of Kentucky) to the Presbytery
of Louisville of the Presbyterian Church of the
United States. In 1985 it was transferred again to
the Presbytery of Cincinnati of the Presbyterian

has written extensively for both television and ra
dio. She often recounts the difficulty she had find
ing a publisher for her first novel, The Prowler.
Rickett readily admits that writing catalog copy
for merchandisers like the JCPenney Company
prompted her to write concisely and thus helped
her to become published. Today, Rickett lives in
New York City.

Church (U.S.A.). In 1967 the Board of Deacons was

disbanded, their duties assumed by the elders; the

Riddell was the son of Fountain Riddell and

Contemporary Authors. Vol. 107. Detroit: Gale Re
search, 1983.

In 1906 Riddell was elected Boone Co. attor

ney, and he held that office until 1920. He resigned
when he was appointed Boone Co. judge by Ken
tucky governor Augustus O. Stanley (1915–1919).
Riddell served in that position for the remainder of
his life. He was also one of the organizers and pres
ident of the Consolidated Telephone Company in
Boone Co. He bought and operated, for several
years, the Boone County Recorder newspaper,
which his uncle W. L. Riddell had started in 1875.

Rickett, Francis, to Michael R. Sweeney, November
2004,

RIDDELL, FOUNTAIN (b. January 9, 1833,
Boone Co., Ky.; d. May 30, 1903, Burlington, Ky.) A
lawyer and a politician, Fountain Riddell was the
son of John and Florenda McKay Riddell. His fa
ther was a farmer of Scottish descent. Fountain

For many years, Nathaniel Riddell was an active
member of the Burlington Masonic Lodge and
also the Knights of Pythias. In 1942 he died in his
Burlington home at the age 70. Funeral services
were held in the Renaker House, then owned by his
sister, Henrietta Riddell Renaker. Riddell was bur

ied in the Highland Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.

board was reinstated in 2000. The first woman

minister was Rev. Jean Hyde Frable, 1998–2007.
From the beginning, Richwood Church had a
church cemetery for members and their relatives.
The first burial was George Michael Bedinger Jr.,
who died of cholera at Big Bone in 1833. In 1880
the cemetery acquired an additional acre and was
extended to the east by a section now designated
Division C. In 1930 Richwood Cemetery separated
from the church and became a community ceme
tery. The first burial of an African American, Mary

was educated at the Morgan Academy in Burling
ton and after graduation taught there for one year.
He then entered Indiana Asbury University (later
named DePauw University) at Greencastle, Ind.,
where he studied law. After returning to Burling
ton, he apprenticed under lawyer James W.
Calvert. In 1858 Riddell began his own law prac
tice in Burlington. He entered politics in 1859 and
was elected to the Kentucky House of Representa
tives, where he served for two years. Riddell mar
ried Louisa Hawes in March 1870, and they had

Boone County Recorder, historical edition, Septem
ber 4, 1930.

Reis, Jim. “Big Man in Boone County," KP December
12, 2002, 4K.

—. “Historic Renaker House Began as Tavern in
1830," KP, April 14, 1997,4K.

— "Riddell Served 6 Terms as Judge,” KP, April
14, 1997, 4K.

Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons

to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.

Sleet Sechrest, was in Division C in 1933.
four children, two of whom lived to adulthood. In

Ferguson, Calvin Gordon. “History of Richwood
Presbyterian Church, May 1834 to May 1984,”
Richwood Presbyterian Church, Richwood, Ky.
Richwood Church Session Books, Richwood Presby
terian Church, Richwood, Ky.

Ruth Wade Cox Brunings
RICKETT, FRANCES (b. February 16, 1921,
Covington, Ky.). Author Merle Frances Rickett is
the daughter of Merle Lowe and Mary Kerrigan
Rickett. Her father was a salesman and her mother

October 1870 Fountain Riddell purchased the
Boone House, on Jefferson St. in Burlington, be

RIDGEVIEW HEIGHTS. Ridgeview Heights
was a sixth-class city located in central Kenton Co.
across from the Kenton Co. Golf Course, near the

hind the courthouse; the Boone House was for

merly a tavern/inn. He renovated the building to
serve as his residence and law offices. Riddell was

named president of the Boone Co. Deposit Bankin
1885 and served until 1903. He died in 1903 at age
70 and was buried in the Burlington Cemetery. Af.
ter his death, the Boone House passed to his wife,
and at her death in 1922, to their daughter Henri
etta, who was married to Alvin Boyers Renaker. It
then became known as the Renaker House. Boone

was a news journalist and politician. The family

lived at 13 E. 31st St. in Latonia. Frances graduated

Co. purchased the building in 1967 and had it re

from high school in Crawfordsville, Ind., and her
undergraduate degree (1943) is from DePauw Uni
versity, Greencastle, Ind. She has an MFA degree
(1947) from the Catholic University of America in
Washington, D.C. She began writing at age six and,

modeled into office space for the Human Services
Department.
Boone County Recorder, historical edition, Septem
ber 4, 1930.

except for occasional moments when she thought

Reis, Jim. “Historic Remaker House Began as Tavern
in 1830," KP, April 14, 1997,4K.

about being an actress, always wanted to be an au
thor. During World War II, Rickett was a civilian
cryptanalyst for the U.S. Army Signal Corps at Ar
lington, Va. She went on to work as a staff writer for

RIDDELL, NATHANIEL E. (b. July 17, 1872,
Burlington, Ky.; d. September 1, 1942, Burlington,
Ky). Lawyer, judge, and banker Nathaniel Edson

intersection of Richardson Rd. (Ky. Rt. 1829) and
Turkeyfoot Rd. (Ky. Rt. 1303). The subdividing of
the 100-acre Perry farm during the late 1940s led
to the founding of the town. Attracted by the lure
of "country living,” throngs of Northern Kentucky
urbanites flocked to the new development and oth

ers like it during the 1950s. The neighborhood in
corporated as a city in 1962 to finance road im
provements. The name Ridgeview Heights reflected

the area's topography. For several years, the city's
residents enjoyed some of the county's lowest tax
rates. By the late 1970s, however, operating this
small residential community had become expen
sive. Increased road maintenance and federally
mandated sewer construction placed an enormous
tax burden on Ridgeview Heights residents.
Hemmed in by Erlanger and Independence, Ridge
view Heights could not raise additional tax rev
enue through annexation. When key leaders died
or moved away, the city's fiscal problems were com
pounded. Left with few options, the Ridgeview

RINGO, DAVID L.

759

Heights city council sought budget relief by ex
ploring a merger with one of the neighboring cities.
The merger talks led to the annexation of Ridge
view Heights by the City of Independence on Janu
ary 1, 1984. The Ridgeview Heights population at
the time was approximately 760.

Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber. "George Rieve
schl." www.gc.cc.com (accessed April 17, 2006).
Horstman, Barry M. "George Rieveschl:Sneezers Can

"Death of a City–Lack of Interest Was Main Factor
in Ridgeview Heights' Demise." KP Ianuary 2,

Dennis B. Worthen

Thank Him for Relief." CP, November 1, 1999, IB.

O'Farrell, Peggy. "Thank Him for Benadryl." CE, May
17, 2006, C1.

"Salute," KP June 29, 1988, IKK-2KK.

1984, 9K.

RINGO, DAVID L. (b. January 5, 1912, Hamil.
ton, Ohio). David Leer Ringo was both a pioneer
ing and a nationally recognized transit industry

Ridgeview Heights vertical file, Kenton Co. Public Li
brary, Covington, Ky.
"Who Runs Ridgeview Heights?"KE, May 28, 1979, A2.

executive. In the summer after David had com

Greg Perkins

pleted the sixth grade, his father, a pharmacist, ac
cepted a position with a store in Covington. There

RIEVESCHL, GEORGE, JR. (b. January 9,
1916, Cincinnati, Ohio; d. September 27, 2007,
Cincinnati, Ohio). Scientist and philanthropist
George Rieveschl Jr. was the only son of George
and Alma Hofling Rieveschl. He grew up along
Arlington Ave. in the Arlington Heights section of
Cincinnati; his father worked in a paper mill. A
gifted student, Rieveschlgraduated from the Ohio

after, David was educated in the Covington Public
Schools (see Covington Independent Schools).
He attended John W. Hall Junior High School and
then graduated with honors from Holmes High
School in February 1930 (as a member of the class
of 1929).

George Rieveschl Jr. in his lab, 1947.

Needing funds to enter the University of Ken
tucky in Lexington, Ringo accepted a job in March

cial art major and an interest in chemistry. His ed
ucational path turned to chemistry when he en
rolled at the University of Cincinnati (UC), where

University of Cincinnati in 1937. His subsequent
awards from the university included the William

he earned a BA in 1937, an MS in 1939, and a PhD

Rieveschl was also an active leader in the com

in 1940. After graduation he accepted a position at
UC teaching chemical engineering. His PhD re
search on local anesthetics and antispasmodics led
to the discovery of a novel antihistamine that be
came Benadryl.
In 1943 Rieveschl joined the research depart
ment at Parke, Davis & Company in Detroit, Mich.
The company began marketing Benadryl, the first
commercially available antihistamine, in 1946. Af.
ter 23 years, during which he held management
positions ranging from scientific assistant to vice
president of commercial development, Rieveschl
left Parke, Davis & Company and spent four years
as a consultant to the pharmaceutical industry. In
1970 he returned to UC as the acting vice presi
dent of research for university president Walter

munity. He served on the boards of the Cincin
nati Zoo and Botanical Garden, the Lloyd Library
and Museum in Cincinnati, and the Cincinnati

port, and Covington Railway (CN&C) (the Green
Line Company). He attended the University of
Kentucky for two years, again working in summer
1931 for the CN&C. The financial pressures of the
Great Depression prompted Ringo to begin full
time work for the Green Line the next year. He was
hired as an assistant to the chieftrafficengineer. By

Museum of Natural History. His greatest affec

the time of the flood of 1937, he had become a

Mechanics Institute in Cincinnativitha commer

Langsam.
Rieveschl was involved in a number of innova

tive programs within the university system, in
cluding the partnership arrangement with the
Environmental Protection Agency and the first
campus computer initiative. His skills became es
pecially evident, however, when Warren Bennis,
then the president of the university, appointed
Rieveschl as the first president of the UC Founda
tion in 1972. It was under his leadership that the
Charles McMicken Society was formed to solicit
support of alumni and other friends of the univer
sity for the mission of the growing university. In
1973 Rieveschl established the annual Dr. George
Rieveschl Award to recognize significant scholarly
or creative achievements of full-time faculty, with
an emphasis on work carried out at UC. He retired
from the university in 1982, and in 1987 UC mamed
the main science building, containing the chemis
try department and laboratories, after him.
Rieveschl won his first award, the Hochstetler

Prize, for excellence as a teaching assistant at the

1930 as a track laborer for the Cincinnati, New

Howard Taft Medal and the Award for Excellence.

tion, however, was for art; he served in a number

traffic engineer. He worked up to 16 hours a day,

of leadership and fundraising roles for the Con
temporary Arts Center in Cincinnati and the
Cincinnati Art Museum. For a number of years
he served on the board of the Contemporary Arts

board of trustees, founder of its Founder's Soci

seven days a week, for the next few months to help
supervise the restoration of transit service to the
flood-ravaged cities of Bellevue, Covington, Day
ton, Ludlow, and Newport. In early 1939 Ringo
was named assistant superintendent of transporta
tion by the Green Line management. On July 8,
1939, he married Ruth Jean McDonell; the couple

ety, and chair of the Treasures for the Queen: A

had three sons,

Millennium Gift to Cincinnati. In 1999 the Cin

Ringo is credited with settling the December
1940-lanuary 1941 strike of the Green Line Com
pany by Local No. 628 of the Amalgamated Asso
ciation of Street and Electric Railway Employees.
He made use of some innovative ideas centering
on future job protection. By this time, Ringo was a
member of the Kentucky Society of Professional
Engineers and had become the first registered
transportation engineer in the state.

Center. He also served the Cincinnati Art Mu

seum in various roles, including chair of the

cinnati Art Museum established the George
Rieveschl Medal for distinguished leadership and
philanthropic service.
Rieveschl received many honors for his workin
the Greater Cincinnati area. In 1989 the Juvenile
Diabetes Association named him Cincinnatian of

the year, and in 1990 the Greater Cincinnati
Chamber of Commerce added the title of a Great

Living Cincinnatian. In 1995 he was inducted into
the International Science and Engineering Hall of
Fame.

Rieveschl, who resided in Covington for a
number of years, was also very active in support
ing arts and education initiatives in Northern
Kentucky, such as the Carnegie Visual and Per
forming Arts Center. In December 2002 North
ern Kentucky University awarded him an
honorary doctorate (DSc). In 2003 Rieveschl
gave $1 million toward the new science building
at Northern Kentucky University. Carnegie Wi
sual and Performing Arts Center in Covington
has a gallery named for him, and his foundation
funded many other philanthropic activities in
the region.

In 1945 the new owners of the Green Line, Al

len and Company, appointed him as assistant
general manager of both the Green Line and its
suburban transit subsidiary, the Dixie Traction
Company. Ringo and his boss, Philip G. Vonder
smith, helped their company reach an agreement
with the Kenton Co. Airport board to provide ex
clusive bus service from downtown Cincinnati to

the soon-to-be-opened Greater Cincinnati Air
port (later the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky
International Airport) in Boone Co. and to be
the sole provider of outbound taxi service at the
airport. Both services were profitable enterprises
for the Green Line over the next 25 years.
In April 1947 Ringo was named general man
ager of both the CN&C and the Dixie Traction
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Company and assumed day-to-day operational
control. On May 18, 1950, he was named president
of both companies, becoming the youngest chief
executive of a major transit system in the nation.
Over the next eight years, the Green Line remained
the most profitable of the many transit properties
owned by Allen and Company. From 1947 to 1957,
the Green Line won about a dozen first-place
awards for service, safety, and maintenance (in the
300-to-1,000-employee category) from the Ameri

the United States, including the Green Line Transit

can Transit Association.

sit Association's Hall of Fame in 1984; he was fur

During the early 1950s, Allen and Company,
the owners of the Green Line, purchased 16 addi
tional transit companies and formed a new con
glomerate, American Transportation Enterprises

ther honored during the 1999 convention of the

(ATE). The Green Line was the senior member of

the group, and under Ringo's direction it remained
ATE's most profitable company. In 1957 the Allen
family selected Ringo to run the entire operation.
As executive vice president, he was responsible for
the management of the 16 component companies,
which owned more than 1,600 buses and employed
more than 5,000 people.
By 1963, however, it had become clear that pri
vately owned transit companies had no future. Al
though perceived as public utilities by the average
citizen, they had no governmental standby guar
antees if revenues failed to match expenses. Al
though the federal and state mania for building
new expressways encouraged many Americans to
forsake public transportation, many people, for
various reasons, still needed public transit to go
places. In 1963 members of the American Transit
Association, led by ATE chief executive Ringo, met
with representatives of city governments, labor,
and other interested parties to form the Urban
Passenger Transportation Association, which lob
bied for federal transit aid. Their efforts brought
almost immediate results. As part of his Great
Society program, President Lyndon B. Johnson
(1963–1969) signed the Urban Mass Transporta

successor, TANK.

David's son Philip J. Ringo succeeded him as
ATEMS president, serving from 1981 until 1999.
In 1986 ATEMS was sold to Ryder Systems Inc. of
Miami, Fla. At that time, ATEMS was involved

with managing some 52 transit properties. In July
1999 First Group, a British company, purchased
Ryder's transit management business.
David Ringo was elected to the American Tran

American Public Transit Association in Orlando,

Fla., by First Transit senior vice president Rich
Clair, who spoke of Ringo's "vision and outstand
ing leadership of ATE." In 1970 the University of
Kentucky named Ringoto its Hall of Distinguished
Alumni. Ringo's wife of 60 years, Ruth, died in
October 1999, and today Ringo lives in Florida,
Lehmann, Terry W., and Earl W. Clark, The Green
Line. Chicago: Central Electric Railfans' Associa

delegate to their county convention. In August,
Rippleton, Littleton, and other African American
Republicans formed the first Republican League
Club. Rippleton was one offive men to serve on the
executive committee. In March 1892 the league
elected Rippleton as president for the ensuing year.
At the July meeting, held at the African Methodist
Episcopal Church on Southgate St. in Newport,
the club announced that the membership was
80 strong and increasing daily. In May 1894, the
African-American Republican League Club was
renamed the Crispus Attucks Club, Rippleton re
mained as president.
From 1878 through 1892, Rippleton worked at
the Newport Barracks and lived nearby at 249
Liberty St. Throughout the 1890s, he served as a
storekeeper in government service under a Repub
lican administration. Afterward, Rippleton oper
ated a shoeshine parlor at 405 York St. in Newport
until his death in 1911. He was buried in Evergreen
Cemetery in Southgate.

tion, 2000.

Annual Report of Board of Education of Newport,
Terry W. Lehmann

Kentucky. Newport, Ky:Newport Printing, 1873.
"A Card to the Colored Citizens," KJ, May 13, 1892,4.

RIPPLETON, WASHINGTON (b. April 16,
1842, Danville, Ky.; d. May 12, 1911, Newport, Ky).
Although born in Danville, Washington Ripple
ton spent most of his life in Newport, and for more
than 50 years he was one of Newport's leading Af.
rican American figures. Rippleton married a local
woman named Lucy, and they resided in Newport
on Rickey St., raising four children. From 1867
through 1876, Rippleton's occupation was listed in
the local city directory as either a hostler or a
coachman. He was involved in other aspects of the
community as well.
In 1866 Washington Rippleton, Beverly Lump

CDG, April 15, 1870; November 29, 1872; February 11,
1873.

“The City,” KS), February 10, 1883, 1.

“Colored Club," KJ, May 25, 1894, 6.
“The Colored League," KJ, March 4, 1892, 4.
"Colored Schools," CDE, August 1, 1866, 2.
Covington Ticket, August 14, 1875.
"Deaths in Newport.” KP May 13, 1911, 5.
"Delegates Selected," KJ, July 7, 1891, 3.
“First in the State," KJ, August 13, 1891,5.

“The Outs Knock Out the Bloody In," KJ, March 8,
1892, 4.

Theodore H. H. Harris

kin, and others formed a board of trustees for the

RISEN, ARNIE DENNY “STILTS” (b. Octo

base for the future granting of transit subsidies.
The Urban Mass Transportation Administra

newly established African American school, which
opened under the direction of the Missionary Aid
Association and the Freedmen's Bureau. In April
1870 Rippleton led a delegation of Newport's resi
dents during a parade celebrating the passage of

ber 9, 1924, Lexington, Ky). Basketball player Ar
nold "Arnie” Risen is the son of John Denny and
Elvira Scroggins Risen. He grew up in Grant Co.
and graduated from Williamstown High School

tion (UMTA) took control of all federal transit

the 15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

programs on July 1, 1968. Thereafter, federal funds
became available through UMTA to assist com
munities in the purchase and operation of privately
held transit companies. UMTA required the for
mation of a public transit authority and local pub
lic financial participation before any federal subsi
dies could be provided for a takeover of a private
system. In June 1971, by the action of the fiscal
courts in Boone, Campbell, and Kenton counties,
the Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky

That parade wound from Newport to Covington.
In November 1872 Rippleton helped to organize
the Corinthian Baptist Church on Roberts St.
in Newport. In February 1873, continuing his ac
tivities with social and educational issues, Ripple
ton, Rev. Dennis Lightfoot, Robert Littleton,
and a delegation from Newport attended the Col

1942. After attending Eastern Kentucky University
for one year on a basketball scholarship, this six

tion Act into law on July 9, 1964, providing a firm

ored Education Convention in Louisville. The

convention informed the attendees of the pro
posed new state law that would allow for public

(see Williamstown Independent Schools) in

foot-nine center transferred to Ohio State Univer

sity, where he was an All Big 10 Conference player
in 1943 and 1944 and a Converse All-American in

1945. He led the Buckeyes to the NCAA Tourna
ment in 1944 and 1945. After college Risen played
with the Indianapolis Kautskys of the old National
Basketball League before joining the Rochester
(N.Y.) Royals of the National Basketball Associa
tion (NBA), with whom he played from 1948 until

(TANK) was created.

schools for African American children. In Au

1955. He finished his career with the Boston Celt

Ringo realized early that transit companies
would be publicly owned in the future. As a result,

gust, when the Southgate St. School was autho

ics in 1958. He completed 13 professional seasons,

rized, Rippleton was active in the planning that

and although not large or burly (he weighed only

he and his associates formed a new company to

took place for it.
In February 1883 the African-American Liter
ary Circle was organized in Newport, with Wash
ington Rippleton as president. He remained in
volved in Campbell Co. Republican politics
throughout the 1890s, as did his close friend Rob
ert Littleton. In July 1891 the Campbell Co. Repub
lican executive committee named Rippleton a

200 pounds), he was known as a reliable scorer, a

manage the new public transit agencies. On Janu
ary 1, 1970, ATE Management and Service Com
pany Inc. (ATEMS), based in Cincinnati, was
opened for business. Ironically, it started with a
five-year contract to manage all of ATE's remain
ing transit companies. By 1980 Ringo's group had
contracts with about 50 public transit agencies in

rugged rebounder, and a strong competitor. He
was a member of Rochester's 1951 NBA champion

ship team. In 1998 Risen became the second per
son from the Northern Kentucky region, after
Dave Cowens, to enter the Naismith Memorial

Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield, Mass. Risen
has retired and lives in the Cleveland, Ohio, area.

RIVER TRADE

Basketball Hall of Fame. “Hall of Famers: Arnold D.

'Arnie' Risen." www.hoophall.com/halloffamers/
bhof-arnie-risen.html (accessed May 24, 2007).
"Risen,” Grant County News, January 27, 1983, 12.

Michael R. Sweeney
RITCHIE FAMILY. The Ritchie family moved
to Ludlow from Cincinnati in 1860. In that year,
Casper Ritchie Jr. (1827–1890) built a large, two

story brick house at the northwest corner of Elm
and Locust Sts., for the then huge sum of $20,000.
Casper and his brother Jacques had begun to pros
per from the dry goods wholesale store that they
had started in Cincinnati in May 1851. In 1853 the
two brothers married sisters from the wealthy
Moore family of Mount Adams, the hill just east
of downtown Cincinnati, and according to family
lore, Moore family money helped pay for the Lud

(1866–1937), whose father, Oscar B. Jolly, piloted
the ironclad Union gunboat USS Cairo in prepara
tion for the siege of Vicksburg. The son of Glenna
and Casper Jacques, Edgar Barrick Ritchie (1892–
1918), a 1st lieutenant in the 355th U.S. Army In
fantry, was the first Ludlow native to die in World
War I. The American Legion Post of Ludlow, es
tablished in August 1919 and dissolved in 1967,
was named for Edgar Ritchie.
Highland Cemetery Records, Fort Mitchell, Ky.
National Park Service. “Vicksburg National Military
Park." www.nps.gov/vick (accessed September 20,
2006).

Ritchie Family Papers, Cincinnati Historical Society,
Cincinnati.

Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs. Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

low home.

Casper RitchieSr. (1800–1873) had immigrated
from Switzerland in 1834, settling in Cincinnati
the next year. Because he was unable to find work
during the bank crises and economic hardship of
the early 1840s, he returned with his family to
Switzerland in 1842. On their return to Cincinnati

in 1847, the Ritchie family identified with the
Germans of Cincinnati and grew alarmed at the

growth of the anti-immigrant Order of the Star
Spangled Banner, or Know-Nothings. After the
Know-Nothing riots of 1855, Casper Ritchie Jr., a
son of Casper Ritchie Sr., resolved to leave Cincin
nati. He already owned property in Ludlow, which
he considered a place of “Arcadian simplicity," and

Daniel Edgar Ritchie
RIVERSIDE—GOOD COUNSEL SCHOOL,

As late as the early 1950s, the schools in Northern
Kentucky had no special education classes. In 1952
a group of parents concerned about the need for
teaching and training children with mental dis
abilities founded the Riverside School in the base

ment of the First Presbyterian Church on W.
Fourth St. in Covington. The school moved to 430
Garrard St. in Covington the next year. The Ro
man Catholic Diocese of Covington initiated sim
ilar programs at two locations in 1955. Benedictine
Sister Wendeline Burkhard gathered 10 “special
needs” children in a classroom at the St. Aloysius
School in Covington; and a Sister of Divine

761

“New Perceptions, Inc." www.newperceptions.org
(accessed May 2, 2007).
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The

Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
RIVERTRADE. For Northern Kentucky the im
portance of river trade has ebbed and flowed in dif.
ferent periods of the region's history, but such trade
has always been significant. At the end of the 18th
century, shipment of goods by river offered lower
cost and faster travel than the transportation of
goods over the Appalachian Mountains by wagon
or packhorse. The average distance goods could be
moved per day using horsepower was 12 miles,
and for each 100 miles the goods were moved, the
cost doubled. Thus, the cost of transportation could
far exceed the value of the goods. Transportation by
river did require following the course of the river,
which often meant that a greater distance was cov
ered, but the cost was much lower, even so. Goods

could be shipped by river 1,000 miles or more and
still costless than moving them 100 miles overland.
During the 1790s, river shipment quickly de
veloped along the Mississippi River and its tribu
taries. Finished goods would be transported by
horsepower west across the mountains to Pitts
burgh, Pa., or Wheeling, W.Va., and then would be
loaded onto rafts or keelboats and floated down the

Civil War, Ritchie Jr. served in a Home Guard

Providence, Sister Isabella, did the same at Cor

Ohio River. Human labor, using push poles, was
needed, however, to move such craft upstream
against the current. The average keelboat could
carry up to 10 tons of goods as quickly as six miles
an hour downstream and up to one mile per hour

unit to protect the area from Confederate attack
and prevent the sale of contraband.
Casper Ritchie Jr. was one of a number of pros
perous businessmen who lived in the suburban
quiet of Northern Kentucky and commuted by
ferry into the noisy, crowded industrial city across

pus Christi School in Newport. Admission to

upstream.

these schools was not restricted to Catholics, nor

Although the river transportation was cheap, it
did have negative features. The river could be used
only during part of the year. The Ohio and Ken
tucky rivers during the 18th and 19th centuries fluc
tuated from having very little water to raging
floods. Generally, the river was not usable from
January through March owing to ice, and from
July through September owing to low water. Thus,
there were two shipping seasons, April through
June and October through December. The length
of the seasons varied depending on when the
spring and fall rains occurred and how much water
they brought. Too much rain meantaswift-running
river, unsafe to navigate. If shipping was not possi
ble in one of the seasons, goods had to be ware
housed until they could be shipped; merchants
were required to stock shelves with two to three
months' worth of supplies or face depleted inven
tories. Another impediment to river travel was the
Falls of the Ohio at Louisville. This stretch of rap
ids during low water often prevented boats from
proceeding past the falls. Goods in this instance
had to be off-loaded and transported by wagon to

began building a home there in 1858. During the

the river. His Ludlow home had a slate roof and a

widow's walk. A two-story porch at the rear, from
which friends and family observed the fireworks
on the Fourth of July, caught the breezes of the
Ohio River and provided a view of Cincinnati. In
1864 Ritchie added a one-story library, fitted out
in solid black walnut, and in 1865 he built an ex

tensive glass greenhouse, where he grew exotic
species. In addition to two maids and a hired hand
who lived at the Ludlow estate, Ritchie employed a
gardener for many years. The bucolic setting of the
Ritchie home declined after the opening of the
Cincinnati Southern Railroad Bridge (1877),

to children whose families could pay full tuition.
Eventually, the region's Catholic schools joined to
gether to form the Good Counsel School, which
operated out of the Mother of God School build
ing along W. Sixth St. in Covington. At the same
school, Sister Mary Leopolda, a Sister of Charity of
Nazareth, held classes for the visually handi
capped. In the late 1960s, the Good Counsel School
merged with the Riverside School, to create the
Riverside–Good Counsel School. In 1972 the new

school occupied a new school building in Fort
Wright, where instruction was provided from kin
dergarten through high school. With mainstream
ing of special needs students into the public
schools, Riverside-Good Counsel School redi

duced the very same industrial conditions Ritchie

rected its efforts. The organization changed its
name to New Perceptions Inc. in 1985 to reflect the
broader array of services offered. New Perceptions
Inc. moved to Sperti Dr. in Edgewood in 1990 and

had sought to escape—noise, smoke, and vandal

brought all of its components together in one loca

ism that destroyed the greenhouse. Ritchie's Cin

tion. In 2002 the organization celebrated its 50th
year of helping persons with "special needs."

which turned Ludlow into a rail center and intro

cinnati business declined as well, until it became,

in the words of his son Walter, "a junk shop." Still,
the home continued to be enjoyed by four genera
tions of the family. The Ritchie property was sold
in 1958, the house was demolished, and a Kroger
grocery store was constructed on the site.
Casper Jacques Ritchie (1862–1902), another
son of Casper Ritchie Sr., married Glenna Jolly

another boat above or below the falls.

"Good Counsel, Riverside Merge," Messenger, March

In 1811 the steamboat New Orleans was built

5, 1967, 14A.

“Kenton Board Votes to Buy Riverside," KP Decem
ber 17, 1981, 19K.

Main, Anita. “New Perceptions Offers Aid to Dis
abled," Messenger, December 22, 1985, 22.
“New Perceptions," KP, January 2, 1985, 8K.

at Pittsburgh, ushering in the era of mechanically
powered boats on the western rivers. Steamboats
were not yet viable on the rivers, however. The first
steamboats had ship hulls, and their machinery
was below the waterline; they could operate only
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during high water. It was not until the 1840s that
the shallow-draft packet boat, with its machinery
above the waterline and a paddle wheel for propul
sion, became the mover of goods. These boats
could move as much as 500 tons of goods up to
10 miles an hour.

Steamboats were soon being built in the North
ern Kentucky region. In 1816 the Calhoun was
built on the Kentucky River. In 1819 the Henry
Clay was built on the Licking River, and the Gen
eral Robinson and the Missouri were launched at

finished metal. Barge companies generally own their

ROANOKE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. The first

towboats.

place of worship in the Roanoke community in

In 2002 Cincinnati-Northern Kentucky,
served by 32 barge companies, was the fourth- or
fifth-largest port in the United States. In that same
year, the port generated or received 13 million tons
of goods, and an additional 52 million tons passed
through it.

until 1882. In 1881 the Roanoke Christian Church
was built on land across the road from the ceme

tery, donated by George W. Shipp Sr. A member of

the community built the pews. Among regular at
Ambler, Charles H. A. History of Transportation in
the Ohio Valley. Glendale, Calif.; Arthur Clark,

tenders, women sat on one side of the church and
men on the other; visitors sat in the middle.

1932.

Newport. Between 1817 and 1880, 1,374 vessels

Hunter, Louis C. Steamboats on the Western Rivers:

were built in the Cincinnati area. Northern Ken

An Economic and Technological History. Re
print, New York: Dover, 1993.

tucky owed much of its prosperity to its ability to
receive raw material, convert it into finished prod
ucts, and ship the products away by river.
With the development of the western river

Pendleton Co. was the schoolhouse, which was lo

cated in the cemetery. The structure also served as
a place of worship for the Gum Lick Baptist Church

Kane, Adam I. The Western River Steamboat. Coi

lege Station:Texas A&M Press, 2004.
Klein, Benjamin F. The Ohio River Handbook. Cin

During this period, many people walked, came
in horse-driven buggies, arrived on horseback,
or drove wagons to church. Marriages performed
in the church were a rarity; home weddings were
more common. In 1929 the second church was
built, and while it was under construction, services

cinnati: Young and Klein, 1958.
steamboat, interest arose within the business com

munity to canalize the Ohio, Licking, and Ken
tucky rivers. In 1836 the Commonwealth of Ken
tucky began building locks and dams on the
Kentucky River. Lock No. 1 was constructed at
Carrollton; the last Kentucky River lock was built
in 1917. These locks were closed to commercial

traffic in the year 2000.
The canalization of the Ohio River started in

1830 with the opening of the Portland Canal at
Louisville, which circumvented the Falls of the

Ohio, and was completed in 1929. The canaliza
tion provided a year-round navigational channel
of nine feet with its 51 locks and dams between

Pittsburgh, Pa., and Cairo, Ill. In Northern Ken
tucky, the Ohio River locks and dams were No. 33
in Mason Co., No. 34 in Bracken Co., Nos. 35 and

36 in Campbell Co., Nos. 37 and 38 in Boone Co.,
and No. 39 in Gallatin Co. In the last half of the

20th century, 17 new dams with larger locks re
placed the older locks and dams. Two of the new
dams are located within Northern Kentucky re
gion, the Markland Dam in Gallatin Co. and the
Captain Anthony Meldahl Dam in Bracken Co.
Although locks were proposed for the Licking
River, and construction was even started, no locks

were ever completed.
During the 19th century, a packet-boat trade
based in Cincinnati developed on the Ohio River
between Pittsburgh and Louisville, serving all
landings in between as well. Because of competi
tion from the railroads, however, packet service on
the Ohio River and its tributaries slowly dimin
ished. It ended on the Kentucky River in the 1930s
and on the Ohio in the 1940s. Northern Kentucky
was able to maintain its transportation edge as
packet-boat service ended by developing railroad,
highway, airline, and towboat services.
The towboat industry moved barges on the riv
ers. The barges were originally towed alongside or
behind packet boats, but soon they were being
pushed up and down the river by towboats. During
the 1930s these towboats began to use diesel power;
they had screw propellers for propulsion. Before
long, steam and paddle wheels became historical
curiosities. Whereas a packet could carry 500 tons
of goods, a modern tow pushing 12 barges can
move 12,000 tons of goods, including grain, coal,
petroleum products, chemicals, scrap metal, and

Charles H. Bogart
RIVERVIEW. This two-story brick house sits on
a knoll overlooking the Ohio River between Ghent
and Carrollton in Carroll Co. Built by Benjamin
Craig Jr. in 1809, it remained his home until New
Year's Day 1847, when Craig and five others per
ished after high winds toppled their skiff into the
icy Ohio River. Family legend says a servant found
two doves on Craig's bed that day and that his wife
Elizabeth Morris Craig, a niece of a signer of the
Declaration of Independence, thereafter marked
the anniversary of her husband's death secluded in
her bedroom.

were again held in the Roanoke schoolhouse. The
seating custom soon changed so that families sat
together in the services. In 1973 Roanoke built its
third church, where it currently holds services.
"New Roanoke Christian Church," Cooperative News,
January 1974,5. Available in the vertical files, Pend
leton Co. Public Library, Falmouth, Ky.
“Roanoke Christian Church History 100 Years Old Au

gust 2, 1981," Falmouth Outlook, July 10, 1981,5.
Melissa J. Wickelhaus
ROBERT CHAMBERS HOUSE. The Robert

Chambers House on East Bend Rd, just south of
Burlington is one of the most spectacular Greek Re
vival residences in Boone Co. The house was built

In 1886 the home was owned by Confederate
military veteran Thomas M. Barrett and was the
site of a notable tragedy. Barrett's erratic young
relative William Fuqua Whitehead shot and killed
Barrett's governess, Laura Harwood, before killing
himself. A diagram of the upstairs bedroom where
the bodies were found appeared in the local paper.
There was considerable melodramatic speculation
about "the Carrollton Tragedy." The current owner
believes the house to be haunted.

In 1914 Perry J. Gaines, who had grown up at
nearby Scott's Landing, purchased the home
and remodeled it extensively into a showpiece for
his Riverview Farms. Gaines was prominent in
state and national agricultural and cattle organi
zations and served in the Kentucky state senate.
After Gaines's death in 1947, his son Logan Gaines
built and operated the Riverview Drive-In Theater
east of the house. The Dow Corning Corporation
bought the properties and in 1966 opened a chem
ical plant on the theater site, later selling the house
to Owen Harris, son of Kentucky's agricultural
commissioner, Thomas Oscar Harris. First Lady
Rosalyn Carter attended a political rally there
during her husband's 1976 presidential campaign.
Owen Harris died in 2005 while still residing at
Riverview, and his wife Linda Harris survives him

there. Further development of the surrounding
Dow Corning property could render the home
uninhabitable.

Crawford, Byron. "Haunted Feeling Comes with House
for Carroll Couple,” LC), October 31, 2003, B1.
Bill Davis

for Robert Chambers between 1832 and 1836 by
mason Jessie Kelly and master woodworker Thomas
Zane Roberts Sr. Although seldom used, the elabo
rate north doorway represents one of the most aca
demically correct uses of the relatively sophisticated
Greek Doricorder in the county. It contains engaged
columns and original leaded stained-glass side
lights. The doorway columns and those flanking the
mantels in the main parlors are fluted, and a spiral
staircase is set against a curving wall. The rear ell
contains a recessed porch with square columns. The
property was in the Caldwell family, and main
tained by them, from 1944 to 2005.
Boone Co. Historic Preservation Review Board. His

toric Structures of Boone County, Kentucky.
Burlington, Ky. Boone Co. Historic Preservation
Review Board, 2002.

Kentucky Heritage Commission. Survey of Historic

Sites in Boone County. Frankfort. Kentucky Heri
tage Commission, 1979.

Gail Chastang
ROBERTS, ALICE KENNELLY (b. April 27,
1920, Covington, Ky). Author, newspaper colum

nist, and educator Alice Roberts is the daughter of
Bruce and Elizabeth B. Payne Kennelly. She com
pleted high schoolin the Covington Public Schools
(see Covington Independent Schools) and has
a BS from Eastern Kentucky University in Rich
mond and an MA from Cornell University in

Ithaca, N.Y.; she has completed additional graduate
studies at the University of Colorado at Boulder,
the University of Cincinnati, the University of

ROBERTSON, GEORGE

Kentucky in Lexington, and Harvard University in
Cambridge, Mass. She spent a half century in

teaching and educational administrative positions,
first at Holmes High School in Covington and
later at Oak Hills High School in Cincinnati. In
1954 she married her high school sweetheart, Ed
ward Roberts, and they shared a happy married
life, including travels to all parts of the world, until
his death in 1990. The couple had no children. Al
ice Roberts has been active in many local civic and
social organizations and has published three books
of poetry and one of prose. Her poetry books in
clude Bluegrass (1949), Bluegrass Junior (1952),
and Bluegrass Seasons (1959); her prose work, the
story of her Irish ancestors, is titled Shamrocks
and Bluegrass (1998). Both she and her husband
were elected to key offices in the local Christo
pher Gist Historical Society, an organization in
which Alice remains “the driving force.” Roberts's
annual Christmas cards, which feature original
verse, have become treasured and valuable collec

tors' items. A features columnist for many years,
variously with the Kentucky Times-Star, the
Kentucky Enquirer, and the Kentucky Post, she
still writes a weekly column for the Cincinnati
Post. She has often incorporated into her columns
verses she deftly composed in just a few minutes. A
long-time resident of Covington, Roberts now lives
in a Covington retirement community.
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for Essay Writing and the Fiske Prize for Poetry.
She graduated from the University of Chicago in
1921, with a degree in English.
Roberts's literary career began with the publi
cation of In the Great Steep's Garden (1915), a
collection of poems written to accompany Ken
neth Hartley's photographs of mountain flowers.
Shortly after her graduation, she published her sec

narratives to the new Boone County Recorder, us
ing the pen name of Zane. After his father's death
in 1876, T. Z. Roberts returned to farming and
milling, although he still set aside time for aca
demic and spiritual pursuits. He obtained a teach
ing certificate from Boone Co. in 1878 and taught
frequently in local schools and churches until

ond work, Under the Tree (1922). Having begun as

pursuits that led him to design the monumental
clock that is his legacy. While continuing to farm
and run the mill, he worked as a carpenter and took
up astronomy. He also built his magnificent home
on Middle Creek, which incorporated household
inventions ranging from a hand-cast fireplace
blower and a swinging bed to foldaway walls and
suspended ceilings.

a poet, Roberts found her voice and highest ac

claim as a fiction writer. Her most significant and
well-received books were novels: The Time of Man
(1926), My Heart and My Flesh (1927), Jingling
in the Wind (1928), The Great Meadow (1930), A
Buried Treasure (1931), The Haunted Mirror
(1932), He Sent Forth a Raven (1935), and Black

1902. Roberts then became more involved in the

Is My True Love's Hair (1938). Her short stories

In 1909 Roberts discontinued most of his

are collected in The Haunted Mirror (1932) and

other pursuits to devote himself to the Clock of

Not by Strange Gods (1941), and her poetry books
are Under the Tree(1922)and Song in the Meadow
(1940). Perhaps her best-known work is The Great
Meadow, which tells the story of Kentucky's settle
ment and early days. She had a great love for her
state, its history, and its significance in her life.
During this prolific time as a writer, Roberts con
tinued to be ill. She was suffering from tuberculo
sis and died in 1941 at the Orange Hospital in Or
lando, Fla., of Hodgkin's disease. She was buried
on Cemetery Hill in the Springfield City Cemetery,
Springfield, Ky.

Middle Creek. Local folklore holds that he built

an observatory, studied the planets for a year, and
secretly built the clock so that he would never
again miss Sunday services. In fact, he had begun
working with clocks in 1882; the only time he
ever forgot about Sunday church was in 1883.
Roberts had made a smaller calendar clock in the

1880s and probably built the celestial clock as an
improvement on that one. The Clock of Middle
Creek, seven feet high, includes a standard clock
dial, a calendar, a moon-phase disc, and a plane
tarium. The planetarium is a miniature solar sys
tem comprising the Sun, Venus, Earth, Mars, and
Jupiter. The orbitofeach planet is precisely geared:
while Venus gains one degree of arc in 1,656 days,
Jupiter loses one degree of arc over 250 years. The
clock has never been opened, so the true nature

Minutes and Proceedings of the Christopher Gist
Historical Society, Archives, Northern Kentucky
Univ., Highland Heights, Ky.
Roberts, Alice Kennelly. Shamrocks and Bluegrass.
Covington, Ky: Padgett Press, 1998.

regionalist and is not often read today, although
scholars sometimes mention The Time of Man
and The Great Meadow. She is regarded by many

James C. Claypool

as a forerunner of William Faulkner, Thomas
Wolfe, Robert Penn Warren, and others of the

of Roberts's invention remains somewhat of a

Southern Renascence.

mystery.

Roberts is often considered a lesser southern

ROBERTS, ELIZABETH MADOX (b. Octo

ber 30, 1881, Perryville, Ky.; d. March 13, 1941, Or
lando, Fla.). A novelistanda poet, Elizabeth Madox
Roberts was the daughter of Simpson and Mary
Elizabeth Brent Roberts. As a child she moved to

Springfield, Ky., which she thereafter considered
her home. Illness, including tuberculosis and other
respiratory ailments, plagued her throughout her
life. Elizabeth's parents decided to send their tal
ented daughter to finish high school in a facility
that offered more than the high school in Spring
field, so she attended high school in Covington.
Some relatives of her mother's family, the Brents,
had moved to Covington during the late 1800s and
operated a boardinghouse. Like many others from
rural areas, Roberts must have gained an urban—if
not a cosmopolitan—sense from living in North
ern Kentucky. She began in 1897 and completed
her high school education in May 1899. Covington
is the archetype for the fantastic city Mome in the
prologue to Roberts's novel My Heart and My
Flesh.

At age 36 Roberts enrolled at the University of
Chicago. Chicago was one of the most exciting lit
erary places in the United States at the time, and
Roberts became part of a literary group that in
cluded Yvor Winters and Glenway Westcott. Rob
erts was elected president of the University of Chi
cago's Poetry Club and won the McLaughlin Prize

Campbell, Harry Modean. Elizabeth Madox Rob
erts: American Novelist. Norman: Univ. of Okla

homa Press, 1956.

Ward, William S. A Literary History of Kentucky.
Knoxville: Univ. of Tennessee Press, 1988.

Danny Miller

Roberts died on the family farm in 1925, at age
73, and was buried in the Burlington IOOF Ceme
tery. Today, his clock is located at Burlington in the
lobby of the Heritage Bank on Burlington Pk. It is
still running and keeping time.
Becher, Matthew E., Michael A. Rouse, Robert Schrage,
and Laurie Wilcox. Images of America: Burling
ton. Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia, 2004.

ROBERTS, THOMAS ZANE (b. October 4,

1851, Boone Co., Ky.; d. January 15, 1925, Boone
Co., Ky). Described as a "rural genius." Thomas
Zane Roberts was a teacher, a farmer, an astrono

mer, a carpenter, and an inventor. He is best known
for building the monumental celestial Clock of
Middle Creek in Boone Co. Roberts was the son of

Frohlich, Anthony W. “Thomas Zane Roberts and the
Clock of Middle Creek,” Boone County Recorder,
April 20,27 May 4, 1977.
, Timekeeper: Thomas Zane Roberts, A Ken
tucky Renaissance Man. Union, Ky: Enchanted
Valley, 2008.
Theoret, Nancy. “Timepiece Burlington Man's Claim
to Fame,” Dixie News, April 4, 1991, 13.

Thomas and Roxanne Odell Roberts, who in the

1830s came from New Jersey to Boone Co., via
Cincinnati, where they spent a couple of years. The
Robertses acquired a 257-acre "steam mill" tract
on Middle Creek in 1846. T. Z., as Roberts was

known, spent most of his life on the farm, where
his father taught him farming, carpentry, and mill
ing grain. He attended common school at Locust
Grove and Willoughby in Boone Co. and enrolled
at the Morgan Academy in Burlington in 1873.
By 1875 Roberts had graduated from school
and had been elected president of the local Farm
ers' Grange, where his skill as an orator was well
received. For a time, he submitted poems and short

Matthew E. Becher and Anthony W. Frohlich
ROBERTSON, GEORGE (b. November 18,

1790, Mercer Co., Ky; d. May 16, 1874, Lexington,
Ky). Judge and legislator George Robertson was
the son of Alexander and Margaret Robinson Rob
ertson, who moved from Virginia to Kentucky in
1779 and settled in modern-day Mercer Co. near
Fort Harrod. Robertson attended some of the finer

private schools in Central Kentucky. He read law
under the tutelage of his brother-in-law Samuel
McKee, a U.S. congressman, and became licensed
to practice law at age 19.
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At age 26 he was elected to the U.S. Congress
and served two terms before resigning in 1821 to
attend to family obligations at home. Back in the
commonwealth of Kentucky, Robertson moved his
family to Lexington and turned his professional
attention to state government. He was a member of
the Kentucky legislature from 1822 to 1827 and
served briefly as the Kentucky secretary of state in
1828.

Robertson's distinguished judicial career be
gan in 1828, when he was appointed to the Ken
tucky Court of Appeals, the highest court in the
state at the time. He served on that court until he

resigned in 1843, and he was chief justice for most
ofthose years. After his resignation from the bench,
he practiced law in Lexington and won election to
the Kentucky legislature two more times in 1848
and 1851. Robertson enjoyed a long and produc
tive relationship with Transylvania University in
Lexington, a school heattended briefly beforeleav
ing to read law. He was a professor of law at Tran
sylvania University from 1834 to 1857 and wrotein
his autobiography that he had "helped to make more
than 1200 lawyers."
In 1847 Robertson met future president Abra
ham Lincoln (1861–1865), who was visiting his
wife's family, the Todds, in Lexington. From then
on, Robertson and Lincoln enjoyedacordial friend
ship, corresponding occasionally about issues of the
day. Robertson represented Lincoln, along with his
wife Mary Todd Lincoln and other Todd heirs, in a
lawsuit brought in Fayette Circuit Court in 1855.
During the Civil War, Robertson strongly sup
ported the Union cause. Despite his pro-Union
stance, however, he remained a slaveowner until the

conflict's bitter end. He successfully sued a Union

Army colonel in federal court for refusing to sur
render a Robertson family slave. The slave had
sought refuge in one of the Union troop encamp
ments located near Lexington during the war. Rob
ertson was ultimately compensated $900 for the loss
of this runaway, money that had to be appropriated
by aspecial actofthe U.S. Congress in 1873.
In 1864 Kentucky voters returned Robertson
to a seat on the Kentucky Court of Appeals. His
second period of judicial service produced some
controversial criminal law holdings. For instance,
an 1870 opinion authored by Robertson held that
shooting someone in the back constituted self.
defense. An earlier opinion rendered by Roberston,
one that contravened all existing law of the period,
recognized drunkenness as a legitimate defense
against murder charges. Despite such legal aberra
tions, Robertson remained popular with most
Kentuckians. During the 1867 Kentucky legislative
session, the legislature moved to name a county "in
honor of the distinguished son, statesman, and ju
rist of Kentucky, George Robertson." On August 1,
1867, the boundaries of Bracken, Harrison, Mason,

Robertson Co. Courthouse, Mt. Olivet.

Court of Appeals when his condition failed to im
prove. He died in 1874 and was buried in the Lex
ington Cemetery after a large public funeral pro
cession. His home, Rokeby Hall, still stands in
Lexington, where it is part of the city's South Hill

the main fork of the Licking. Robertson Co. is
drained by those rivers and several major creeks,
including Cedar, Clay's, Drift Run, Fire Lick, Helm,

Historic District.

1,000 feet above sea level.

Biographical Directory of the United States Con
gress, 1774–1989. Washington, D.C.. Government

Printing Office, 1985.
Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincin

Lincoln Herald 46, no. 1 (February 1944).

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Deborah Diersen Crocker

ROBERTSON CO. On August 1, 1867, Robertson
Co. became the 111th county to be created within
the Commonwealth of Kentucky. It was named for
Judge George Robertson and was formed by carv
ing out portions of Bracken, Harrison, Mason, and
Nicholas counties. Mount Olivet is the county seat.
Robertson is the county that contains the Blue

Harding therefore had the most to gain if this
hamlet became the county seat. He won legislative
approval for his new county, but not for the name
he proposed, Cass Co. (after Lewis Cass, the War
of 1812 hero and 1848 Democratic presidential
candidate who had just died). Moreover, Harding
was not able to convince his colleagues that Ken
tontown should be the county seat; instead, the
more centrally located Mount Olivet became the
county's seat. Mount Olivet formerly had been
within Nicholas Co., the southeastern adjacent
county and the one that had surrendered the most
land area for the new county. The portion of land
that had been surrendered was the Nicholas Co.

Licks Battlefield State Resort Park and the

land north of the Licking River, which was often

Johnson Creek Covered Bridge. In 1880 the
county had a population of 5,800; today, with
roughly 2,100 residents, it is the least-populated
county in the state. At approximately 100 square

difficult to cross.

miles, Robertson Co. ranks as the second-smallest

county inland area within Kentucky.
Robertson Co. is located in the northeastern

Robertson Co. became the 111th Kentucky county.

region of Kentucky known as the Outer Bluegrass.
The terrain is hilly, the roads are winding, and
hardwood forests cover 25 percent of the county.
Its northern boundary mainly consists of the
North Fork of the Licking River, to the south, its
boundary with Harrison and Nicholas counties is

grown large not only in reputation but also in
physical stature, acquired the nickname "Old
Buster." In 1871 he suffered a debilitating stroke
and a few months later resigned from the Kentucky

The enabling legislation to form the county
was proposed by Harrison Co. state representative
Duncan Harding of Kentontown. At that time,
Kentontown was part of Harrison Co., as well as
Harding's home, and he owned most of the town.

nati: J. M. Armstrong, 1878.
Coleman, J. Winston, Jr. "Lincoln and Old Buster."

and Nicholas counties were officially redrawn, and
Toward the end of his life, Robertson, who had

Johnson's, Painter, Shannon, and West creeks. The

elevation of the county varies between 550 and

The major industry in Robertson Co. is farm
ing, in particular tobacco. The county has contin
ued to lose population since its formation. More
than half of the people employed work outside the
county, and those people tend to give up their long
commutes eventually and move closer to their
jobs. High school graduates who do not take up
farming or tobacco have very few career options
near home.

Robertson Co. has no hospital, no airport and
no major shopping area. Railroads pass through
adjacent counties, but not through Robertson. In
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1898 subscriptions were being sold for a railroad,
to be built by the Dover, Kentucky, and South At
lantic Railway Company, the successor to the Ohio
River, Frankfort, and Western Railway Company.
The new railroad was proposed to run from Dover
in Bracken Co. along the Ohio River, connecting
with the C&O (Chesapeake and Ohio) there, then
pass through Germantown, Mount Olivet, and
Kentontown on the way to Cynthiana in Harrison
Co. The railroad was never built. The completion
of the AA Highway in the past 20 years, which
does not enter the county, has made it easier for

Natural Gas Office building. Counties that had
these demonstration libraries were encouraged to
form their own tax districts to support their public

tary school and a combined junior-senior high

libraries. After Robertson Co. failed in a second

school. Before the 1890s, no secondary education

Mount Olivet, at the site of the Deming High
School on N. Main St. Deming School, an elemen

attempt to pass a tax levy, representatives of the

was available to children in Robertson Co. Stu

state came and collected the books that had been

dents desiring instruction at the high school level
had to go elsewhere. The first attempts to provide

provided, and the library was closed.
Concerned citizens of the community banded
together in 1979 to form a new library board of

secondary education in Robertson Co. were pri
vate in nature and began in the 1890s: the Mount

trustees. On November 6, 1979, Robertson Co. fi

Olivet Male and Female Academy and Colyers

travelers to go elsewhere, much to the chagrin of

nally passed a library tax levy. In 1979–1980 this
board received two state grants to establish the
new library. In 1981 paperwork was signed be

Special School. Not until 1910 did a tuition-free
high school begin; that school was first known as
the Robertson Co. High School. Kate Zoller was

local providers of goods and services. In recent

tween the Robertson Co. Fiscal Court, the City of

years, a new nursing home, the Robertson Co.
Health Care Facility, was built in Mount Olivet for
the long-term care of the county's elderly popula

Mount Olivet, and the Library Board to lease a
1,220-square-foot, one-story city-county building
at 407 E. Walnut St. to house the new library. The
library rapidly grew and needed to expand. City
and county officials therefore agreed to deed the
leased building over to the Robertson Co. Library

instrumental in establishing it. The county was
mostly agricultural at that time, so farming re

tion. The need for such care may be even greater in
Robertson Co. than in most areas, because longev

ity (length of life) is much greater in Robertson
Co. than in most places in the world. The average
age at death in the county is 84, versus a worldwide
average of 77. There are only four places in the
world with such high longevity, and for reasons
that demographers have yet to discover, Robertson
Co. is one.

For several years, planners have proposed a
highway linking Lexington, Ky., and Columbus,
Ohio. Ifbuilt through Robertson Co., this roadway
would help reduce the county's relative isolation.
Also, if the on-again, off-again talks of building a
flood-control dam on the Licking River just south
of Falmouth in Pendleton Co. ever come to frui

tion, Robertson Co., which includes many Licking
River tributaries, could quickly become a fishing
and recreation mecca. In recent years the State of
Kentucky has funded the continued development
of the Blue Licks Battlefield State Park. Some new

jobs for area residents have been created thereby,
and a small lodge with outlying cabins is a new ad
dition to the park.

Board of Trustees. This deed allowed the board to

apply for a 1990 State Construction Grant, which
was received and provided funds to purchase the
900-square-foot fire station next door to the li
brary. The fire hall was renovated to accommodate
a new children's area and a community meeting
room.

In 1999 the library was outgrowing its quar
ters. In 2001 Kentucky state senator Charlie Bor
ders and Kentucky state representative Tom Mc
Kee presented to the library a $175,000 “seed
money" grant from Kentucky legislative funds for
a new library facility. In 2002 the library received a
construction grant of $635,000 from the Kentucky
Department for Libraries and Archives. On March
10, 2003, a new 5,053-square-foot library opened
its doors at 148 N. Main St. The library has 22.com
puters with high-speed Internet access, book and
media collections, and numerous programs for
children and adults.

In August 2003 the library facility at 407 E.
Walnut St. was renamed the Robertson Co. Public

Gifford, Anjanette. “The Formation of Robertson
County,” NKH 9, no. 1 (Spring-Summer 2001):
65-74.

Moore, T. Ross, ed. Echoes from the Century, 1867–
1967 Mount Olivet, Ky. Robertson Co. Historical
Society, 2000.

Library Annex. This facility serves as a branch li
brary that currently houses the county's adult edu
cation program, the 21st Century Community
Learning Center, and the City Hall.
“Library Wants to Lower Tax," KP, November 7,
1983, 2K.

ROBERTSON CO. PUBLIC LIBRARY. The

“Mt. Olivet Opens Library Project," KP, April 12,
Robertson Co. Public Library was founded in 1952
in the basement of the Robertson Co. Extension
Office on Court St. in Mount Olivet. Because the

state library wanted to have a public library avail
able for each county, the state provided funding
and books for demonstration libraries throughout
the state. The first Robertson Co. public librarian
was Donnie Lane Morford King, who served as di

rector of the library from 1952 to 1957. The county
purchased a Dewey decimal classification manual
and provided homemade furniture for the one
room library. The county judge executive ap
pointed the first library board members, who were
Etta Buckner, Guy Craig, Earl Mac Linville, and
Mary Allen Wilson.
A few years later, the library moved to a larger
facility along N. Main St., the former Mount Olivet

1979, 5K.

"Robertson, Mt. Olivet Seek New Library," KP, July

sponsibilities prevented many students from at
tending classes. Students would walk to the closest

school “for their learning," when time permitted.
George Washington “Wash" Bratton, one of the
founders of Bratton's Mill (Pinhook) in the north
ern part of the county, recognized the need to train
teachers. During the 1860s, he attempted to oper
ate a normal school for that purpose in a three
story building at Pinhook. Although he had great
hopes that his school would one day become a
great instructional academy, the venture did not
last long; he could not find people to train as teach
ers. Today, Robertson Co. students are transported
to the Deming School for all their education, both
elementary and secondary.
Moore, T. Ross, ed. Echoes from the Century, 1867–

1967 Mount Olivet, Ky. Robertson Co. Historical
Society, 2000.

ROBSION, JOHN MARSHALL (b. January 2,
1873, Bracken Co., Ky; d. February 17, 1948, Bar
bourville, Ky). Lawyer, educator, and politician
John Marshall Robsion was the son of John A. and

Mary Hyland Robsion. Both of John's parents died
while he was a young boy. He put himself through
school, attending National Northern University in
Ada, Ohio; Holbrook College in Knoxville, Tenn.;
and National Normal University in Lebanon,
Ohio. He graduated from the latter institution and
then entered law school at Centre College, Dan
ville, Ky., where he received his degree in 1900.
Robsion married Lida Stansbury on January 25,
1902, and they had three children. He taught in the
Barbourville public schools and at Union College
in the same city. In 1911 he became president of the
First National Bank of Barbourville. Robsion en

15, 1977, 15K.
Carol Mitchell

ROBERTSON CO. PUBLIC SCHOOLS. In

1867, when Robertson Co. was created, there were

26 one- or two-room elementary schools within
the county: 24 were for white students and two
were for African Americans. With the dramatic

decrease in the county's total population, from
5,800 in 1880 to approximately 2,200 in 2000, the
student-aged population has dwindled propor
tionally. For this reason and because of the general
consolidation of small schools, which has taken

place statewide, only two schools remain in the
county. Both of these are centrally located, in

tered politics in 1919 as a Republican and was
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, where
he served until 1930. In that year Kentucky gover
nor Flem Sampson (1927–1931) appointed Robsion
to the U.S. Senate to fill the unexpired term of
Frederick M. Sackett. At the end of this term, Rob

sion lost his bid for election to M. M. Logan. Rob
sion was again elected to the U.S. House of Repre
sentatives in 1934, where he served from 1935 until

his death on February 17, 1948. He was buried in
the Barbourville Cemetery.
Biographical Directory of the United States Con
gress, 1774–1989. Washington, DC: Government
Printing Office, 1985.

ROEBLING, JOHN AUGUSTUS AND WASHINGTON AUGUSTUS
Kleber, John, ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia. Lex

ington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Southward, Mary Young Who's Who in Kentucky.
Louisville:Standard, 1936.

ROCKDALE. Rockdale is a community in south
ern Owen Co. near the Scott Co. border. It is within

the Caney Precinct. The 1883 Lake atlas suggests

Unger taught mathematics, surveying, and the
sciences, while encouraging his students to think
clearly, analytically, and logically. After gradua

of Pennsylvania, surveying and building canals

tion, Roebling was able to enroll at a prestigious

wire rope. In 1844 Roebling was awarded a con
tract to build a wooden aqueduct, suspended by
cables, along the Pennsylvania Canal. He also built
a suspension bridge across the Monongahela River
at Pittsburgh. In 1848 he undertook construction
of a series of four suspension aqueducts in Penn

engineering school, Berlin's Royal Polytechnic In
stitute, where he studied engineering, architecture,
foundation construction, and bridge building
One of his instructors was the world-famous phi

that at that timethere were a post office and a store

losopher Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel. During

at Rockdale.

his senior year, Roebling visited a suspension
bridge underconstruction at Bamberg, Bavaria, an
experience that helped to crystallize his desire to
become a bridge builder. In 1826 he received a civil
engineering degree from the Royal Polytechnic In
stitute, graduating with honors. Roebling worked
for the Prussian government as an assistant engi
neer, building roadsandsmallbridges, but because
he felt restricted by the governmental bureaucracy,
which seemed to stifle his creativity, Roebling de
cided to immigrate to the United States. The move
was against his parents wishes. On May 11, 1831,
John boarded the steamship August Eduard, on
his way to America. His mother was so grieved at
seeing him depart that she suffered a heart attack
as the ship left the dock. She lived for several more
weeks, until receiving word that her son had ar
rived safely in Philadelphia.
Roebling moved from Philadelphia to a farm
that he purchased at Saxonburg, about 20 miles
north of Pittsburgh. In 1836 he married Johanna
Herting, and they had nine children. In 1837, he

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky:Standard,
1976.

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing:
ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1984.
RODGERS, HOWARDS. (b. 1867, Covington,
Ky; d. June 14, 1936, Franconia, N.H.). Howard S.
Rodgers, born at 412 E. Second St. in Covington,
was the son of Charles and Harriet Fallis Rodgers.
He attended local schools and then became one of

the first persons in the country to earn an electrical
engineering degree. However, he never worked in
the electrical field, preferring rather to engage in
the brokerage business. He later became a vice

president of Merchants National Bank, the fore.
runner of the First National Bank of Cincinnati.

Rodgers was an avid boatman. Some have claimed
that Rodgers invented the handgrenade; however,
it is more likely that he only developed the modern
version of the weapon. The hand grenade is be
lieved to have originated in the ancient Middle
East; its name was derived from the Latin word for

pomegranate. Rodgers married Henrietta Orr, and
the couple was childless. He died at age 68, at his
summer home in Franconia, N.H. His body was
returned to Covington for burial in the Highland
Cemetery, Fort Mitchell.

became a naturalized citizen of the United States.

For the next few years, he farmed and attempted to
improve a steam engine for the operation of farm
equipment. Discontented with farming, he re
turned to engineering and took a job with the State

"Heavy Assessments of the Rodgers." KTS, Septem
ber 29, 1902, 3.

Highland Cemetery Records, Fort Mitchell, Ky.
"Rites for Inventor of Grenade Today," KP June 17,
1936, 1.

ROEBLING,

JOHN

AUGUSTUS

AND

WASHINGTON AUGUSTUS (John: b. June 12,

1806, Mühlhausen, Prussia; d. July 22, 1869, Brook
lyn Heights, NY; Washington: b. May 26, 1837,
Saxonburg, Pa.; d. July 21, 1926, Trenton, N.J.).

and railroads. His next venture was to establish a

factory at Saxonburg for the manufacture of iron

sylvania and New York, completing them in two
years. He started his next project in 1851, building
a double-deck suspension bridge across the Niag
ara River, just downstream from the falls, connect
ing the New York Central Railroad with Canada's
Great Western Railway. Four years later, the first
train crossed that newspan.
In fall 1856 Roebling laid the foundations for
the towers of the Covington and Cincinnati Sus
pension Bridge (later renamed the John A. Roe.
bling Suspension Bridge) across the Ohio River,
but the project was delayed because of a national
economic panic, the subsequent lack of funding,
and the startofthe Civil War. During the delay he
began work on a new suspension bridge over the
Allegheny River at Pittsburgh, which was com
pleted in 1861. In 1863 he resumed work on the
bridge at Covington, finishing it in 1867. Later that
year, he began drawing plans for the Brooklyn
Bridge over the East River, connecting Brooklyn to
Manhattan; however, in July 1869 he was injured
while surveying for the location of one of the
bridge towers. Several days later, a surgeon ampu
tated the toes of his injured foot, infection set in,
and Roebling died of lockjaw. He was buried in
Riverview Cemetery in Trenton, N.J. After John
Roebling's death, his son Washington A. Roebling
took over management of the project.
Washington Roebling earned an engineering
degree from the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
at Troy, N.Y., and hadassisted his fatherinbuilding
the Pittsburgh and Covingtonbridges. He had also
been trained in Europe in the use of caissons for
the construction of deepwater piers. Essentially a
huge diving bell, a caisson contained compressed
air, making underwater construction possible.
Unfortunately, little was understood at the time
about the condition known as caisson disease or

the bends, caused by nitrogen bubbles forming in
the blood, a consequence of decompression during
a rapid return to the surface. As the work on the
Brooklyn Bridge progressed, many workers fell ill
from it, including Washington Roebling. In sum
mer 1872 he was carried from the caisson nearly
unconscious and was confined to bed. At age 35 he
was partially paralyzed, his vocal cords severely
damaged, and his hearing and sight almost gone.
For the remainder of the construction, he super
vised the project from his bed, as his wife carried
instructions back and forth. The Brooklyn Bridge
was formally opened on May 24, 1883, and Wash
ington Roebling viewed the ceremonies through
binoculars from his apartment window. In 1888 he
assumed management of the Roebling Steel plant
at Trenton, N.J., but he lived in constant pain for

These two, father and son, were world-renowned

engineers and bridge builders (see John A. Roe
bling Bridge). John Roebling was the youngest
son of Christoph Polycarpus and Christine Freder
ike Dorothea Mueller Roebling. John's father oper
ated a tobacco store in their Prussian home. His

mother was very ambitious, instillingineach of her
five children the value of education and of the re

wards of hard work. She was frugal and saved for

John's future education. His early training was in
the local public school, and then he entered the
city's Gymnasium (comparable to high school). He
excelled in mathematics, science, and drawing but
was not so successful in Latin and religion. There
fore he transferred to a school more suited to his

talents, the private school of the famous teacher
Dr. Ephraim Solomon Unger, at Erfurt.
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the remainder of his life. In 1926 he died at his

John A. Roebling.

home in Brooklyn Heights, N.Y., at the age of 89.
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ROEBLING BRIDGE

He was buried at the Cold Spring Cemetery in
Cold Spring, N.Y.
Schuyler, Hamilton. The Roeblings: A Century of
Engineers, Bridge-Builders, and Industrialists.
Princeton, N.J.; Princeton Univ. Press, 1931.

Stevens, Harry R. The Ohio Bridge. Cincinnati: Ruter
Press, 1939.

Tolzmann, Don Heinrich. The John A. Roebling
Suspension Bridge on the Ohio River. Max Kade
Occasional Papers in German-American Studies,
no. 1. Cincinnati: Max Kade German Center, Dept.
of Germanic Languages and Literature, Univ. of

Kentucky that is committed to fosteringleadership
skills and personal relationships through training,
direct community involvement, and public initia
tives. Legacy was given project approval by the U.S.

Army Corps of Engineers and exclusive rights by
the City of Covington for the floodwall murals and
the surrounding area. The monies raised by Legacy
were the only funds that were used for the Roe
bling Murals project. In 2005 Legacy was recog
nized for the Roebling Mural project by receiving
the Editor's Award at the Post Corbett Awards

Ceremony.

Cincinnati: 1998.

Jack Wessling

"Murals along the Ohio." KP October 24, 2003, 1C,7C.
Lou Settle

ROEBLING BRIDGE. See John A. Roebling
Bridge.
ROEBLING MURALS. The Roebling Murals
are located along the Covington riverfront on the
floodwall at the foot of the John A. Roebling
Bridge. The largest display of publicart in the area,
the murals span the riverfront from Greenup St. to
Madison Ave., creating a memorable landmark
and an attractive entryway for Northern Kentucky.
The series consists of a title panel and 17 mural
scenes, each of which is 25 feet tall by either 20 or
40 feet wide. Each panel depicts a significant oc
currence in Northern Kentucky's history, with a
special emphasis on the importance of the suspen
sion bridge and its creator, John A. Roebling.
Subjects of the various murals include Coving
ton's 1914 centennial celebration; Daniel Carter

Beard, founder of the Boy Scouts of America; the
Ohio River flood of 1937, Jacob Price, an African

American community leader, local artists Henry
Farny and Frank Duveneck; religious centers of
Covington, the Latonia Racecourse; the Coving
ton Blue Sox and the old Covington Ball Park;
Kennedy's Ferry; Union troops crossing the pon
toon bridge; John A. Roebling and Amos Shinkle
with the construction of the Roebling Bridge; the
flight of the Garner family (see Margaret Garner);

Walnut Hills. She was widely read and appreciated
for her knowledge and intellectual pursuits. Roff,
who never married, lived the last year of her life in
Mayslick. She died of an apparent heart attack at
the home of her brother, Maysville banker Sand
ford M. Roff, and was cremated at the Cincinnati

Crematory.
"End Is Unexpected for Miss Ida Roff at Brother's

Home," article dated April 23, 1939, from a
Maysville, Ky., newspaper (no name indicated),
Kentucky Gateway Museum Center, Maysville, Ky.
“Equal Right Association," KJ, September 28, 1892,8.
Kentucky Death Certificate No. 11006, for the year
1939.

“Local News," DC, November 28, 1884, 4.

ROEBUCK, MARY WILTON “MINNIE” (b.

ROGERS’ DEFEAT. In August 1779, Capt. Da

1863, Canada; d. June 16, 1931, Brooklyn, N.Y.).
Singer Minnie Roebuck, the daughter of John S.
and Emily Bowles Roebuck, moved to Newport
with her family when she was two years old. Her
father was a farmer and superintendent of the Cin
cinnati Gymnasium, and her mother taught piano
and organ at the family's residence, 178 Columbia
St. Later the family lived in Cold Spring, along
Licking Pk., four miles south of Newport. Minnie's
brother John became a well-known Newport at
torney and bicycle and hydroplane racer; her sister
Katherine, a graduate of Cincinnati's Laura Medi
cal College, was one of Newport's first female phy
sicians and a suffragist. Mary studied voice at the
Cincinnati College of Music, the National Acad
emy of Music in New York City, and the Royal
Academy in London, England. While in England
in 1892, she appeared in at least two productions: Il
Trovatore and The Flying Dutchman. Sometime
before 1909, she married physician Dr. O. L. Mu
lot, moved with him to Brooklyn, N.Y., and gave up
her singing career. Minnie died in 1931 at her
home in Brooklyn and was buried in Brooklyn.

vid Rogers (a cousin of Gen. George Rogers
Clark) and a contingent of colonial American sol
diers were sent from Fort Pitt in Pennsylvania to
New Orleans to purchase gunpowder and other
military supplies from the Spanish. On their re
turn, they stopped at Louisville, where they met
another group of soldiers, commanded by Col.
John Campbell (namesake of Campbell Co.),
who were also headed to Fort Pitt. The latter group
had delivered a message to Gen. George Rogers
Clark at Fort Kaskaskia, along the Mississippi
River in the Illinois Territory. The combined group

Advertisement for Mrs. J. S. Roebuck, Newport Lo
cal, October 20, 1877, 2.
“Hear of Death,” KP, June 17, 1931, 1.

The Great Buffalo Rd. (see Buffalo Traces); the

of about 65 men in five keelboats decided to return

together. By October 4, 1779, they had reached the
sandbar at what later became Dayton, Ky., where
they decided to stop and prepare breakfast. Shortly
after arriving, they noticed several Indians, who
had come out of the Little Miami River, approach
ing. Captain Rogers ordered his men to surround
the Indians when they landed. Without warning,
200 Indians and British soldiers, led by the white
renegade Simon Girty, sprang from the willow
trees that covered the sandbar and overwhelmed

the colonials. Only a few of the soldiers were able to
avoid death or capture. Five men who had been
guarding the keelboats managed to escape down
river in one of the boats and returned to Louisville.

“Newport's Wealth," KJ, April 16, 1892, 4.
meeting of George Rogers Clark, Simon Ken
ton, Daniel Boone, and Benjamin Logan; the Tall
Stacks Festival; Devou Park; and German heritage.
Robert Dafford, from Lafayette, La., was com
missioned exclusively to complete the project.
Dafford is known as the nation's foremost experi

enced floodwall muralist, having completed more

“Sketch,” KP, October 15, 1898, 1.

Michael R. Sweeney

The next morning Capt. Robert Benham crawled
out from underneath a tree, where he had remained
undetected. He met another soldier, John Watson,

who had also managed to hide during the massa
ROFF, IDA MITCHELL (b. June 24, 1859, Ma

cre. Both men were wounded, but at the confluence

son Co., Ky.; d. April 23, 1939, Mayslick, Ky.) Wom
en's suffrage activist Ida Mitchell Roff, the daugh
ter of Nathaniel and Elizabeth Mitchell Roſſ, grew
up in the Mason Co. community of Mayslick. In
the 1880s she taught elocution at 11th and Scott
Sts, in Covington, and in the 1890s she and Jennie

of the Ohio and Licking rivers, some six weeks
later, they were able to hailaboat that was traveling
downriver, and the two soldiers were safely re
turned to Louisville. Both men fully recovered and
subsequently were able to rejoin their military
units. Robert Benham later owned property in
Newport. Benham St. in Dayton, Ky., is named for
this fortunate soldier. Capt. David Rogers was
killed in the battle at Dayton, and Col. John Camp
bell was captured. Campbell was held prisoner un
til November 1782, when a large cash ransom was
paid for his release.

than 350 large-scale public works in the United
States, Canada, Belgium, England, and France.
Sites of other Dafford projects in the United States
include Maysville, Catlettsburg, and Paducah,
Ky., as well as Portsmouth, Ohio; Camden, N.J.;
and Vicksburg, Miss. While designing the im
ages, he received direction from a local historical
committee and advisory board. Dafford worked
with a crew of five other artists to complete the
project, which was commissioned in 2002 and
completed in 2008. Owing to inclement weather
conditions, painting was done only during the

omy and other subjects for the Cincinnati En
quirer. She resided in the Walnut Hills neighbor.
hood of Cincinnati, along Melrose Ave., and in
Clifton along Senator Pl, where she rented rooms.

summer months.

She became a staunch Christian Scientist and for

The Roebling Murals project was initiated by
Legacy, a young professional group in Northern

many years was in charge of the reading room at

Peter, and Richard, BCHS 10, no. 1 (January 1952).

the First Church of Christ Scientist on Park Ave. in

69–78.

Rugg, a fellow suffragist, organized and arranged
meetings for the Kentucky Equal Rights Associa
tion (see Women's Suffrage). Later in life, Ida
lived in Cincinnati and wrote articles on astron

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 2.
Covington, Ky. Collins, 1882.

Cooley, Elizabeth M. “The Benham Brothers—Robert,

ROOT, IRA
Greve, Charles Theodore. Centennial History of

Cincinnati and Representative Citizens. Vol. 1.
Chicago: Biographical Publishing, 1904.
Wessling, Jack. Early History of Campbell County,
Kentucky. Alexandria, Ky. Privately published,
1997.

Jack Wessling

Ferdinand Brossart, a priest of the Diocese of
Covington, became its fourth bishop in 1916. The
German-born bishop had to deal with anti
German prejudice during World War I. He estab
lished regular geographical parish boundaries in
1920 so that parishes would not be based on na
tionality. Brossart retired for health reasons in
1923.

ROMAN CATHOLICS. The eastern portion of
Kentucky was part of the Diocese of Louisville in
the middle of the 19th century. For a brief time, an
area of Northern Kentucky extending three miles
south of the Ohio River was placed under the juris
diction of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. Disputes
between the bishops of the two dioceses resulted in
a petition to the Vatican in Rome asking for the
formation of a new diocese in Kentucky. As a re
sult, on July 29, 1853, Pope Pius IX issued a papal
bull creating the Diocese of Covington. George A.
Carrell, S.J., was named the first bishop of the new
diocese.

Carrell began his tenure in the new diocese
with little money, six parishes with numerous at
tendant missions, and only six priests for an area
that extended to the Tennessee border and included

the Appalachian area of Eastern Kentucky. Many
new churches and schools were soon established.

According to the custom during much of the 19th
century, many of the parishes in Northern Ken
tucky were created for either German or Irish con
gregations. St. Mary Catholic Church, the diocese's
first cathedral, was builton Eighth St. in Covington
in 1854 (see Cathedral Basilica of the Assump
tion). Several religious orders of women came to
teach in the schools. They joined the Sisters of Char
ity of Nazareth, who were already present and who
started La Salette Academy in Covington in

His successor, Francis W. Howard, made ed

ucation his specialty. Arriving in 1923, he estab

welcomed the Sisters of Divine Providence to

the diocese in 1889. They started the Our Lady of
Providence Academy in Newport in 1903. Maes
oversaw the creation of many new churches and
schools, including some in the mountain region of
the diocese.

from the Catholic Center to the third floor of

St. Elizabeth Hospital North in Covington. To
meet the needs of the growing Latino population

was home to 92,250 Roman Catholics with 47 par

ton a diocesan institution. It moved to Crestview

ishes and 6 missions.

Hills and became Thomas More College in 1968.
Duringthe Great Depression,the diocese founded

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,

Catholic Social Services (see Catholic Charities)

to help people through the financial crisis.
Covington's sixth bishop, William T. Mulloy,
came to the diocese in 1945. He expanded the
number of parishes and schools, especially in the
growing suburbs of Northern Kentucky. He also
started many rural-life programs. Mulloy was re
sponsible for purchasing the Marydale property
in Erlanger in 1946, on which he found a summer
camp (closed in 1988) and a retreat house. On the
same property, in 1955, he started a diocesan semi
nary, St. Pius X, which closed in 1987.

of the former Catholic Center.

In 2007 the 14-county Diocese of Covington

1954.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The

Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Ward, Thomas. “The Bishops of Covington—Meeting
the Challenges of Their Time," Messenger, July 19,
2002, 33A.
Thomas S. Ward

in 1973. Ackerman retired in 1978.

ROOT, IRA (b. May 4, 1806, Piermont, Grafton
Co., N.H.; d. February 12, 1868, Newport, Ky.) Ira
Root, one of seven children of Ephraim and Vashti
Birge Root, was one of Campbell Co.'s most influ
ential citizens. He was a lawyer, a state representa
tive, a delegate to the 1849 Kentucky Constitu
tional Convention, an antislavery advocate, an
educator, an orator, and a veteran of the Newport
Home Guard at the first battle of Cynthiana. Root
attended Miami University of Ohio and studied
law in Newport. After being admitted to the Ken
tucky bar, he practiced law until his death. He mar
ried Sarah Ann Perry in Newport on December
25, 1834. They had four children who survived

In 1979 William A. Hughes was installed as the
eighth bishop of Covington. He greatly increased
the number of diocesan offices, to fill many new
functions of service to the people of the diocese,
and opened more ministries to the laity. A major
change occurred in 1988 when the Vatican created
the new Diocese of Lexington, reducing the
57-county Diocese of Covington to the 14 north
ernmost counties. Hughes continued the process
of closing or merging parishes and schools that
could no longer function as they were and moved

and James) all became distinguished attorneys. At
the 1849 Kentucky Constitutional Convention, Ira
Root was one of the main advocates for making a
state school system part of the new constitution.
He was not successful in his attempt to insert an
antislavery clause into the same proposed consti
tution. He remained an antislavery advocate for
the rest of his life. Root served under Capt. John
Arthur in the pro-Union Home Guard at the battle
of Cynthiana, and his son Oliver W. Root was in

the diocesan offices to the Catholic Center, the for

that same Civil War unit. Ira Root, a much-sought

mer seminary building in Erlanger. He also initi
ated the Diocesan Annual Appeal in 1983 to raise
money for the needs of the diocese. Hughes retired

after orator, spoke at a meeting of the Friends of
Emancipation at the Newport Courthouse on Feb
ruary 18, 1864. Four years later he died. He was a
member of the fifth generation of the Root family
in America, Ira Root's wife, Sarah, died on January
12, 1909, in Newport. At the time of Sarah's death,
she was reported to be the oldest native-born resi
dent of Newport. The Root family members are
buried at Evergreen Cemetery in Southgate.

Richard H. Ackerman was made the seventh

bishop in 1960 and led the diocese through the
challenging period following the Second Vatican
Council of the early 1960s. Catholics had to adapt
to many changes, including having the Mass said
in English. The diocese had to adjust to the loss of
priests and teaching sisters who left their minis
number of inner-city Catholics, and as a result,
several urban parishes and schools were closed.

Covington in 1870, two years after Carrell's death.

was sold. He decided to move the diocesan offices

1928 he made Villa Madonna College in Coving.

tries. Ackerman's tenure also saw a decline in the

He brought the Sisters of Notre Dame to the di
ocese in 1874. They taught in many parish schools
and opened the Notre Dame Academy in 1875.
Toebbe established two diocesan orphanages,
St. John for girls and St. Joseph for boys (see Dioce
san Catholic Children's Home). During Toebbe's
tenure, the diocese faced a major financial crisis.
three parishes went bankrupt after their business
ventures failed. The bishop helped solve the problem
and made new rules for parish operations.
The third bishop, Camillus P. Maes, who be
gan in 1885, remained in office for 30 years. He was
responsible for the construction of the current
Gothic-style cathedral at the corner of Madison
Ave. and 12th St., which opened in 1901. Maes also

sons who had been abused. As a result of the settle

ment, most of the rest of the Marydale property

(see Latinos) in Northern Kentucky, Foys in 2003
created the Cristo Rey Parish, and it utilized part

1856. The Sisters of St. Benedict came in 1859

Augustus Toebbe became the second bishop of

The current bishop, Roger J. Foys, came in
2002. He had to respond to the clergy sexual-abuse
crisis and the large class-action lawsuit that re
sulted from it. Foys met personally with many per

lished the Covington Latin School that year (the
present building next to the cathedral opened in
1949), the Lexington Latin School in 1924, and
Covington Catholic High School in 1925. In

and made Covington a foundation of their order.
They started St. Walburg Academy in 1863. St. Eliz
abeth Hospital (see St. Elizabeth Medical Cen
ter) began in Covington in 1861, staffed by the Sis
ters of the Poor of St. Francis.

769

The St. Elizabeth Medical Center South was built

in 1995,

Bishop Robert W. Muench, installed in the di
ocese in 1996, sold a large part of the Marydale
property, which was cut off from the rest by the
new Houston Rd, extension, and started a large
capital campaign to fund an extensive renovation
of the cathedral that was completed in 2001. The
following year, Muench was transferred to the Di
ocese of Baton Rouge, La.

childhood, and their three sons (Oliver W., Albert,

“Death Notice." CE, February 13, 1868, 3.

Evergreen Cemetery Records, Southgate, Ky.
“Obituary." CTS, January 12, 1909, 7.
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Reis, Jim. “The Root Family of Campbell County

Reis, Jim. “The Root Family of Campbell County

Earneda Reputation fora Very Independent Spirit."

Earned a Reputation for a Very Independent Spirit,"

KP, March 8, 1993, 4K.

KP, March 8, 1993, 4K.

Paul John Schewene

new technology. The Victoria Cordage Company
sold its complex in 1893 to National Cordage of

ROPEWALKS. The words cordage and rope
walk, which mean very little to people today, played
an important role in the lives of many Northern
Kentuckians in the 19th century. A ropewalk was a

New Jersey, which continued to operate under the
Victoria name until 1899. At that time the plant
was closed. Some of the buildings were sold to the
Harvard Piano Company and others to the
Wadsworth Watchcase Company.

Root, James Pierce. The Root Family. New York: R. C.

Anthony, 1870.
Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890." PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

Paul John Schewene
ROOT, OLIVERWYATT (b. October 23, 1835,

Newport, Ky.; d. August 3, 1904, Newport, Ky).
Oliver Root, a lawyer and a Civil War soldier,
was the son of Ira Root and Sarah Perry Root. He
graduated from Miami University of Ohio in
1858 and then taught literature in the Newport
public schools and at Brook's Academy and the
Chickering Institute in Cincinnati before begin
ning the practice of law. He served in the Camp
bell Co. Home Guard during the Civil War, in the
same unit as his father. They were at the first battle
of Cynthiana, under Capt. John S. Arthur, where
the entire outfit was captured and paroled by
John Hunt Morgan's men. On January 15, 1861,
the Southern-leaning postmaster of Newport
tried to disrupt the attempt of the Washington
Artillery, a Kentucky state guard unit, to raise the

U.S. flag. In response, Root, George Webster, and
George Fearon arrested the postmaster. The post
master was later acquitted of the charge of incit
ing a breach of the peace, because of the Southern
allegiance of many Newport residents. Root was
elected several times as city and county attorney,
and he was a great campaigner for the Republican
Party. He attended several national conventions
as a delegate or presidential elector. In 1868 he
seconded the nomination of Gen. Ulysses S.
Grant for the presidency. He was praised for his
eloquent speech by none other than Roscoe Con
kling, one of the founders of the Republican
Party. Root was widely known for his lectures on
Shakespeare.
Oliver Root never married. He and his brother,

Albert Tell Root, took over the legal practice of
their father upon their father's death. Oliver ran
for U.S. Congress twice, losing both times; one of
those times he lost to John G. Carlisle. He died in

importance, owing to decreased activity at the
boatyards, increased competition, and the use of

long, narrow building in which rope or cordage
was manufactured. Some ropewalks were more
than 1,000 feet long, because industry standards
required that the rope be 120 fathoms, or 720 feet,
in length.
In the early and mid 1800s, hemp, more com
monly known today as marijuana, was grown ex
tensively in Northern Kentucky, especially on the
hills above Dayton. During the 1800s hemp was
freely grown and used to make many useful prod
ucts, including rope, twine, cable, and string. In
the 19th century, hemp was one of Kentucky's
leading cash crops. At the pinnacle of their success,
ropewalk manufacturers employed hundreds of

Centennial Program of Dayton, Kentucky, 1849–
1949. Newport, Ky: Michaels, 1949.

Hopkins, James F. A History of the Hemp Industry
in Kentucky Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky Press,
1951.

Reis, Jim. "Dayton. King of Cordage—Riverboats
Built City's Key Industry," KP April 7, 2003,4K.
Souvenir Dayton, Kentucky G.A.R. Encampment.
Dayton, Ky., 1898.
ROSEMARY CLOONEY HOUSE. The Rose

mary Clooney House, located along the scenic
southern bank of the Ohio River, at 106 E. River

side Dr., Augusta, in Bracken Co., opened on June 1,

Northern Kentuckians.

2005. It is a project of a nonprofit remodeling and

Early manufacture of rope was done by hand,
but in later years the operation was carried out
mostly by machinery. In the manual process,

preservation foundation set up by former Kentucky
lieutenant governor Steve Henry (1995–2003) and
his wife, Heather French Henry, who was Miss

workers broke the stalks into fibers, which were

America 2000. The museum's dedication on Octo

combed and carried around a worker's waist while

ber 1, 2005, was attended by a crowd that included
family and friends of Rosemary Clooney (1928–
2002) from both Kentucky and Hollywood. The

he spun the hemp into yarn. It was next twisted
into strands, and other strands were added, to

make rope of various diameters. All this occurred
while the worker walked backward the length of
the building.

Workers in ropewalks often developed lung
problems after prolonged breathing of the hemp
fiber's fine particles. The malady, which doctors
called hemp pneumonia, frequently proved fatal.
Another safety problem was that the dry hemp fi
ber was extremely flammable; it was involved in
numerous fires that were difficult to extinguish.
Slaves or prisoners were occasionally used in the
industry, especially for the more dangerous jobs.
The primary customers for the manufactured
rope were the owners of riverboats and ocean ves
sels. Some of the largest local customers were the

foundation's purpose is topreserve Clooney's house
(built in 1835) and to house the memorabilia of

one of Northern Kentucky's most famous Holly
wood personae. Maysville-born Clooney used the
home for the last 20 years of her life as a retreat
from Hollywood. Her brass bed, the costumes she
wore in the 1954 classic hit movie White Christ

mas, rare photographs of the actress, and clothing
that belonged to her and to actors such as Jack
Benny, Cary Grant, Bob Hope, Vivien Leigh, and
Barbara Stanwyck are among the many items dis
played at the museum. It was 1951 when Clooney
sang her hit song "Come-on-a My House,” but visi
tors today can "Come-on-a Rosie's House" to see
where Kentucky's favorite “Girl Singer" lived.

boatyards at Fulton, Ohio, across the Ohio River

1904, and his funeral service was conducted by
the pastor of St. Paul's Episcopal Church of New
port. His will distributed money to various
churches and orphanages and to Christ Hospital
in Cincinnati. He directed in his will that a

stained-glass window be placed in memory of his
mother at St. Paul's Church. Another stained

glass window was placed in his memory at Grace

from Dayton. In addition to the Dayton residents
employed in the manufacture of rope, many others
worked in the construction and maintenance of

boats at Fulton. For the convenience of workers, a

ferry was operated from Dayton to the shipyards.
In 1840 there were 111 ropewalks operating in
Kentucky, 11 of them in Dayton, which was locally

Methodist Church in Newport. He was buried in

known as the "king of cordage." The Dayton firms

Evergreen Cemetery, Southgate, in the Root fam
ily plot.

manufactured rope, cable, twine, string, and thread.
The local ropewalks produced hundreds of tons of
rope and bagging each year. The largest of the firms
was the Victoria Cordage Company, located at
Fourth and Clay Sts., which had several hundred
employees. The impact of the industry on the local
economy was immense, because of the buying
power of its workers. In 1832 the Newport Manu
facturing Company began processing hemp into
cloth for making work clothes, called Kentucky
Jeans. The ropewalk industry gradually faded from

“Death." CTS, August 4, 1904, 1.
Evergreen Cemetery Records, Southgate, Ky.

"Home Guard," CDC, July 14, 1862,3; July 17, 1862,3,
July 24, 1862, 1.
“Last Will of Oliver Root,” Will Book No. 7, 132–34,

Campbell Co., Ky.
Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen

tennial History. Newport, Ky: Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

“Henrys Restore Clooney House,” KE, April 20, 2005,
C1.

Kiesewetter, John. "Bless This House:Rosemary Cloo

ney Fans Feel the Love in Museum,” KE, October 2,
2005, Al.

The Rosemary Clooney House, Augusta, Ky. www
rosemaryclooney.com/house (accessed October 27,
2006).

ROSE W. COUNCIL FOR BETTER EDUCA

TION. Rose v. Council for Better Education is
the Kentucky Supreme Court Case that resulted in
the 1990 Kentucky legislature's enactment of the
Kentucky Education Reform Act (KERA), which
produced a historic reorganization of the financ
ing and governance of the state's public schools.
Plaintiffs in the case included the Independent
Board of Education of Dayton, Ky., along with 66
other school districts, and the Council for Better

Education (headed by Jack Moreland, superinten

ROTARY CELUBS

dent at the time of the Dayton Public Schools),
as well as parents of students from various school
districts throughout Kentucky, including the Day
ton Independent Schools.
The case originally filed in the Franklin Co.
Circuit Court found Kentucky's common school
finance system to be unconstitutional and dis
criminatory and held that the legislature had not
provided the state with an efficient system of com
mon (public) schools. This was a state action, since
there are no provisions under the U.S. Constitu
tion concerning education. Moreover, most public
schools receive more than 50 percent of their fund
ing from the state and less than 5 percent from fed
eral sources, with the balance of funding coming
from the local communities. The Kentucky court
also ruled that under Section 183 of the constitu

tion of Kentucky, public education is a fundamen
talright of all Kentuckians. The Kentucky Supreme
Court ruled that the Kentucky legislature had
“failed in its responsibility to establish an efficient
system of common schools throughout the Com
monwealth." The court ordered the legislature to
provide adequate funding and look at improving
the “whole gamut of the common school system in
Kentucky."
In June 1990, the Kentucky legislature passed
the most sweeping educational reform act in the
history of the United States, KERA. Responding to
the state Supreme Court's ruling that the schools
were inequitable and inefficient, the legislature to
tally revamped Kentucky's public education sys
tem in the areas of finance, governance, and cur
riculum in an attempt to provide equal educational
opportunities for all Kentucky children regardless
of the property wealth of the district in which they
live. Legislative leaders from Northern Kentucky
who supported KERA legislation included Senator
Joseph Meyer from Kenton Co. and Representative
Jim Callihan from Campbell Co. A number of leg
islators from Northern Kentucky, however, did not
vote in favor of this legislation.
KERA was unique. Unlike the reforms in many
other states, it was not limited to setting higher
educational standards and creating new organiza
tional structures, although it introduced a new
statewide assessment accompanied by rewards and
sanctions. One of the assessments, called CATS,

(Commonwealth Accountability Testing System)
was considered innovative in that it included open
ended essay questions that stimulated thoughtful
analysis. In addition, KERA created additional
support systems for teachers, families, and stu
dents in the form of increased funding for staff de
velopment to help teachers learn to implement the
new mandates, a preschool program for econom
ically at-risk four-year-olds and children with dis

over a two-year period, in addition to changing the
state funding formula. This appropriation consti
tuted a 35 percent increase in funding between
1990 and 1992, increasing per-pupil spending by
nearly $1,000 to $4,600.
The legislature did not stop there. In addition
to this huge increase to correct inequities, the

school reform act also called for sweeping changes
in the way the state operated its educational sys
tem. These reforms eventually included the estab
lishment of cash awards for teachers whose schools

show improvement over a two-year period; these
awards were abandoned because of budget cuts in
2004. There was also the assembly of a statewide
technology network designed to put a computer
ready telephone line in every classroom, providing
linkups with libraries, research databases, govern
mental agencies, and even other schools and class
rooms. By 2004 most classrooms in Kentucky had
a ratio of one computer for every five students, and
there was a telephone in more than 95 percent of
the classrooms in the state.
New institutions were created, such as the Edu
cation Professional Standards Board, to set and

enforce teaching standards. In 1991 an appointed
education commissioner, who was given a man
date to reorganize the Department of Education,
replaced the elected superintendent of public in
struction as the head of the state school system.
With the enactment of KERA, the members of the

State Board of Education were replaced by 11 new
members appointed by the governor.
KERA aided school districts such as Coving
ton, Dayton, and Newport; school districts such as

ter school or in the summer, and family resource
youth service centers to put students and their
families in touch with needed health and social
Services.

In response to the state Supreme Court's man
date for financial equity, the legislature authorized
an extra $1 billion for education to be appropriated

1930s, the hope for Ross was that it would become
a resort area. A hotel was built there, and the Boyer
family of Alexandria developed Campbell Co.'s
first airport at Martz's Grove (Martz's Playground,
Ross Resort). Martz's Grove was the brainchild of

contactor Jacob Martz, a longtime Campbell Co.
commissioner. Martz's Grove eventually had a
two-story wooden grandstand, swimming pools
fed by artesian wells, a concessions area, baseball
fields, horseshoe and tennis courts, and, near the

entrance along the railroad tracks, summer cot
tages. Beauty pageants were often staged there. On
April 30, 1946, a U.S. Army Air Force bomber en
route from Memphis, Tenn., to Cleveland, Ohio,
made a successful emergency landing at the Ross
airfield. In the 1960s, several former Cincinnati

Redleg baseball players (pitcher Jim O'Toole in
particular) played at Ross in a semipro baseball
beer league on Sunday afternoons. The railroad
crossing into the resort was always somewhat dan
gerous; several automobile-train collisions oc
curred at that crossing. Ross also had two popular
roadhouses, Huck's Tavern and Coy's Riverdale
Restaurant, which were well known for their good
food, particularly for fried chicken and fish. Situ
ated in the flood plain of the Ohio River, the area
has survived several floods. In recent years, the
opening of the AA Highway has lessened traffic

along Ky. Rt.8 through Ross, but the development
push into southeastern Campbell Co. has resulted
in the addition of new homes, and thus more pop
ulation, to the Ross community.
“Oneonta,” KSJ, January 24, 1889, 7.
“Park Drew Crowds," KP December 12, 1999, B1.

Beechwood, Boone Co., and Fort Thomas were not

scheduled to receive significant increases under
the new formula. As a result, they were covered by
the “hold harmless" provision, which provided that
they would not receive any less support from the
State.

Because of the increased costs of mandates
from the federal No Child Left Behind Act and the

decrease in the percentage of the state budget de
voted to primary and secondary education during
the first decade of the 21st century, there is discus
sion among many school districts in Northern
Kentucky, as well as within the Council for Better
Education, of reopening the case of Rose v. Coun
cil for Better Education in order to revisit how the
Commonwealth of Kentucky funds its public
schools.

ROTARY CLUBS. The first Rotary clubs in
Northern Kentucky were chartered in Newport
and Covington on November 1 and December 1,
1920, respectively. The Rotary Club of Cincinnati
sponsored both clubs, and it was said that the
“daddy" of these two clubs was Robert Chapman,
president of the Rotary Club of Cincinnati.
The Covington Rotary Club began a major ef
fort on behalf of crippled children in 1923, and the

first summer camp in Kentucky for crippled chil
dren was sponsored in 1928; in 1930 the club, with
help from the Newport Rotary Club, was instru
mental in forming the Kenton-Boone Chapter of
Crippled Children. With their support, an ortho
pedic unit was formed in 1944 at Covington's St.
Elizabeth Hospital (see St. Elizabeth Medical

Kentucky Department of Education. www.kde.state
.ky.us/KDEl (accessed April 10, 2008).
Rose v. Council for Better Education, 790S.W.2d 186
(1989).
Paul L. Whalen

abilities, an extended school services program for
students who need more time to learn before or af.
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ROSS. Ross, formerly known as Indian Springs, is
an unincorporated area in southeastern Campbell
Co. along the Ohio River, the CSX Railroad, and
the Mary Ingles Highway (Ky. Rt. 8) east of Mel
bourne. The name was changed to Ross before the
coming of the railroad in 1888, so the railroad sta
tion there was called Ross. With the construction

of the Mary Ingles Highway in the 1920s and

Center). In 1950 a crippled children's opportunity
school was completed and put into operation as a
result of a collaborative effort by Rotary, the local
chapter of Crippled Children, and the Covington
Independent Schools. It was the first one in Ken
tucky. The Northern Kentucky Crippled Children
Treatment Center was opened in 1957 and ex
panded in 1974. Another special project of the
Covington Rotary Club was the establishment of
the Rotary Grove in Covington's Devou Park.
These are examples from a long list of projects
sponsored by two of the most active Rotary Clubs
in Northern Kentucky. Each of the clubs in the re
gion is involved in service projects. Most of the
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Northern Kentucky Rotary clubs are part of Rotary

“Rotary Club Told of Camp, KP, August 19, 1931, 2.

International's District 6740, which includes 43

“Rotary Grove Dedicated in Devou Park." KP June 8,

clubs with about 2,000 members throughout North
ern and Eastern Kentucky, including Lexington.
The organization known today as Rotary Inter
national was initiated by Paul Harris, an attorney,

1932, 1.

Hanover College in Madison, Ind., where he grad

Rotary International: The Rotary Foundation. www
rotary.org (accessed December 20, 2006).
Raymond G. Hebert

who met with three friends, Gustavus Loehr, a min

ingengineer; Silvester Schiele, a coal dealer; and Hi
ram Shorey, a merchant tailor, on the evening of
February 23, 1905, in Chicago. As this group con
tinued to meet weekly for fellowship and to enlarge
their circle of business acquaintances and activities,

their membership grew and meetings rotated
among members offices. Soon they adopted the
name Rotary for their group. Other groups, called
clubs, were started, and the organization became
international in 1910 when the first club outside the

United States was formed. A few years later the
motto “Service Above Self" was adopted to signify
Rotary International's identity as the world's first
service organization. The organization's 4-Way Test,
adopted in 1943, asks "Of the things we think, say or

St. Luke in Fort Thomas; St. Elizabeth in Cov

ington; and Bethesda Hospital, University Hospi
tal, Jewish Hospital, Children's Hospital, and the
Shriners Burns Institute in Cincinnati. He also de

signed hospitals in Florida, Maryland, New Jersey,

Willitbuild goodwill and better friendships? and 4)
Willit be beneficial to all concerned?" Primarily de
signed to bringtogether business leaders committed
to these principles and to their communities, the
Rotary Club concept grew rapidly. By the beginning
of the 21st century, there were well over 1 million

Ohio, and Jamaica. He was the architect of several

members in 650–700 clubs worldwide.

excellence; he was named an AIA Fellow in 1983.

Falmouth, November 20, 1924
Owenton, 1925

Carrollton, June 1, 1926
Augusta, 1920s

Erlanger, January 6, 1938; became Rotary Club of
Erlanger-Fort Mitchell, 1993; now Rotary Club
of Kenton Co.

uated in 1896. He continued his education at the

Louisville Law School, receiving his JD degree in
1900. He set up a legal practice in Burlington.

Rouse entered Democratic politics by serving as a
ROTH, GEORGE F., JR. (b. January 18, 1905,
Covington, Ky.; d. October 22, 1989, Covington,
Ky). Noted architect, author, and historian George
Frederick Roth Jr. was born and grew up in Cov
ington. He earned a degree in architecture from
the University of Cincinnati in 1927 and an MA
degree there in 1929. He then became a partner in
the architectural firm of Potter, Tyler, Martin, and
Roth, later known as Roth Partnerships. Roth de
signed many of the hospitals (and hospital addi
tions) in the Greater Cincinnati area, including

do: 1) Is it the truth? 2) Is it fair to all concerned? 3)

Rotary Clubs in Northern Kentucky
Newport, November 1, 1920; changed to Rotary
Club of Fort Thomas–Southgate in 1989; changed
back to Newport in 1991; became Rotary Club of
Campbell Co. in 2003
Covington, December 1, 1920
Maysville, November 6, 1923

early education was in Erlanger Public Schools (see
Erlanger-Elsmere Schools), and he attended

churches, including Grace Episcopal in Florence,
Ky. Roth taught architecture for more than 37 years
at the University of Cincinnati. He was a president
of the American Institute of Architects (AIA),

from which he won several awards for professional
Roth served for 11 years on the Cincinnati Board
of Education and 27 years on the board of the
Baker-Hunt Foundation. He was also a histo

rian; he helped preserve Cincinnati's Union Ter
minal, an act that earned him the U.S. Department
of the Interior's Historic Preservation Award. Roth

was a member of the Cincinnati Historical Society
and the Filson Club in Louisville. Later in life, he

wrote a book about the history of his church, Trin
ity Episcopal Church, in Covington. Roth died
of cancer at age 84, in Covington's St. Elizabeth
Hospital. Funeral services were held at Trinity
Episcopal Church and he was buried at Highland
Cemetery in Fort Mitchell. His wife of 52 years,
Ruth Marley Roth, and a son, George Frederick
Roth III, survived him.

congressional secretary to Daniel Lynn Gooch
and later to Joseph L. Rhinock. In 1910 Rouse
became the Democratic candidate for the U.S.

House of Representatives, running against Belle
vue's mayor, Charles W. Nage. Rouse won the race

easily and held the seat for the next 16 years. He
married Minnie Elizabeth Kelly on December 14,
1910, and they had two sons, Arthur Jr. and Robert.
Rouse retired in 1926, saying that he wanted to
spend more time with his family, and Orie S.
Ware succeeded him in the U.S. House of Repre
sentatives. Rouse returned to Northern Kentucky
and resumed his legal practice. In 1927 he was
made a vice president of the Liberty National Bank.
He also joined a group of builders who began con
structing homes near Kyles Ln, in Fort Wright.
Rouse and his cousin F. Walton Dempsey entered
the public transportation business and started five
bus companies. One was the Dixie Traction
Company, which later became part of the Green
Line Company; another was the Blue Line Tran
sit, which was incorporated into the Greyhound
Bus System. Kentucky governor Ruby Laffoon
(1931–1935) appointed Rouse State Revenue Com
missioner in 1931, a position he held for the next
eight years. In 1953 Rouse was appointed Federal
Court Clerk for the Eastern Kentucky District,
with offices in Lexington. Rouse moved his family
there but retained his Northern Kentucky business
connections. He died in his Lexington home at
age 81 in 1956 and was buried in the Lexington
Cemetery.
“A. B. Rouse Sr. Dies at Age of 81," KP, January 26,
1956, 1 K.

“A Man of Achievements," KP, January 27, 1956, 2.
Boone County Recorder. Historical ed., September 4,
1930.

The Political Graveyard."Rouse, Arthur Blythe (1874–
1956)." www.politicalgraveyard.com (accessed
December 31, 2005).

Ludlow, March 28, 1938; changed to Rotary Club
of Fort Mitchell in 1984 and expanded territory;
canceled its charter and joined Rotary Club of
Erlanger-Fort Mitchell, 1993
Bellevue, 1938–1991; merged with Newport club,
1991

Florence, November 3, 1944

Walton, 1945 (the club lasted only a short time)
Boone Co., 1976-mid-1980s

“George Frederick Roth, Jr.” KP, October 24, 1989,4A.
“George Frederick Roth Jr., 84,” CE, October 25,

1920, 1.

"Crippled Kiddies Entertained by Rotary Club," KP,
December 24, 1927, 1.

“Falmouth Rotary Club Leads District in Atten
dance,” KP, October 31, 1929, 7.

"Quota Raised by Rotary Club. $5000 Added to State
Fund for Crippled Children," KP, November 8,
1928, 1.

gress," KP, April 19, 1993,4K.

1989, 5E.

“George Roth Left His Mark as Architect," KP, Octo
ber 23, 1989, 1K–2K.

Roth, George F., Jr. The Story of the Trinity Episco
pal Church in Covington. Covington, Ky., Trinity
Episcopal Church, 1991.
Tenkotte, Paul A. A Heritage of Art and Faith:
Downtown Covington Churches. Covington, Ky:
Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1986.

"Club Charters to Be Received by Kentucky Rotarians
in Newport and Covington,” KP December 16,

Reis, Jim. “Arthur B. Rouse Was Influential in Con

ROUSE, ARTHURB. (b. June 20, 1874, Burling.
ton, Ky.; d. January 25, 1956, Lexington, Ky). Ar
thur Blythe Rouse, a lawyer, a legislator, and a busi
nessman, was the son of Dudley and Elizabeth
Blythe Rouse; Dudley was president of the Boone
County Deposit Bank. He was born in Burlington,
but at an early age he moved with his family to a
house on Commonwealth Ave. in Erlanger. Rouse's

ROUSE, SHELLEY D. (b. February 19, 1867,
Crittenden, Ky.; d. March 2, 1944, Covington, Ky.).
The well-known Covington attorney Shelley D.
Rouse was the son of a Grant Co. farmer, Thomas

Rouse, and his wife, the former Nancy Henderson.
Shelley's early education was in public schools in
Grant Co. He earned his BA degree from Centre
College, Danville, Ky., and acquired his law degree
from the University of Cincinnati. On November
20, 1895, he married Alice Read of Covington, and
they became the parents of one daughter. Rouse
was a brother-in-law of John Uri Lloyd, a re
nowned scientist and author of several books, in

cluding Stringtown on the Pike. Rouse's first job
was as an associate with the law firm of O'Hara and

Bryan in Covington. After James W. Bryan re

RYAN, TOMMY
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tired, Shelley entered into apartnership with Judge

“Miss Rugg is Dead, KP March 28, 1923, 6.

James O’Hara, which continued until O'Hara's

“Personals,” KSJ, October 19, 1894, 8.

formed a nonprofit organization called Rescue the
Russell, which purchased the theater with the hope

death in 1900. Later in life, Shelley was a partner in
the Covington law firm of Rouse, Price, and Ad
ams. He served one term as president of the Ken
tucky State Bar Association and several terms as
president of the Kenton Co. Bar Association. He

“Suffragettes Will Petition Congress," KP, March 20,

of restoring it. Experts called in to assess the dam

was also a member of the Kenton Co. Board of Ed

ucation. Rouse belonged to the Filson Club in Lou
isville, the Kentucky Historical Society in Frank
fort, and the University and Literary clubs in
Cincinnati. He died of a heart attack on March 2,

1944, at age 77. Funeral services were held in the
family home at 427 Wallace Ave. in Covington,
and the body was cremated.
“Noted Attorney Succumbs at His Home in Coving
ton,” KE, March 3, 1944, 1.

Reis, Jim. "Call Up the Infantry," KP, August 31,
1998, 4K.

“Rouse and Hemingray," KP, August 31, 1905, 2.

“Shelley D. Rouse Dies," KP, March 2, 1944, 1.
Southard, Mary Young, and Ernest C. Miller, eds.
Who's Who in Kentucky: A Biographical As

sembly of Notable Kentuckians. Louisville, Ky.

1909, 9.

age concluded that restoration would cost between

2.5 and 3.5 million dollars. The Clooney family,
RUSSELL THEATER. Col. (Kentucky Colonel)
James Barbour "J. B." Russell, who planned and
built the Russell Theater, was born at Maysville in

including Rosemary, began holding annual fund
raisers to obtain the money needed for restoration.

1866. He was one of the three sons of Milton C. and

has been restored and the damaged roof replaced.
More money is needed to complete the project, but
it is hoped that someday the Russell Theater can be
brought back to its former splendor.

Elexene Porter Russell and was educated in the lo

cal public school system. Russell worked in the
family wholesale grocery business until his father's
death in 1902. He then purchased his mother's in
terest in the business and became the sole owner.

Mrs. John A. Williamson and Mrs. Thomas Laurens

tucky." www.cinematreasures.org (accessed Janu
ary 21, 2006).
The Rosemary Clooney Palladium. "Russell Theater.”
www.rosemaryclooney.com (accessed January 21,

came interested in theaters. James Russell sold

Russell, Marion, Mary R. Anderson, and Donald Buck
ley. "The Russell Family Legacy in Maysville, Ken
tucky," NKH7, no. 2 (Spring-Summer 2000):9–19.

most of his investments in the stock market shortly
before the 1929 market crash. With the money re
ceived from those sales, he decided to build a mar

Jack Wessling
theater at 9 E. Third St. He commissioned the Lex

ington architectural firm of Frankel and Curtis to
design the building. The theater cost $125,000 to
build (a staggering sum at the time) and opened for
business in 1930. The exterior of the building had
two Moorish columns and a tile roof; the sculp
tured faces of Comedy and Tragedy and two lion
heads were mounted on the front wall. The ticket

window was completely tiled, and the tiles were
said to be Rookwood Pottery. Inside the theater,
there was a replica of a Mediterranean garden,
complete with Lombardy trees and ivy-covered
colonnades. There were also busts of literary fig
ures in niches along the walls. The ceiling featured
twinkling stars, billowing clouds, a moving moon,
and a large rainbow that appeared above the stage
at the end of each show. The theater seated 700 on

"Mrs. Americana Samantiawa Gloriana Smith, on

the main floor and two balconies, one of which was

Women's Suffrage." In 1909 she distributed a peti
tion throughout Campbell Co., with the goal of per

tered only from outside the building.

reserved for African Americans and could be en

suading the U.S. Congress to grant women the right

The theater's grand opening occurred on De

to vote. This petition was part of an effort to secure a
million signatures nationwide.
Rugg, who never married, spent her entire life
in Newport, with the exception of the last few
months. For many years her address was 523 York
St. Failinghealth forced her to give up her political
activism around 1915. Finally she moved to Ash
land, Ky., and lived with the family of her former
minister at Newport's Grace United Methodist
Church, Rev. E. R Overby. In 1923, at age 87, Jen
nie Rugg died at the King's Daughter Hospital in
Ashland, knowing that her efforts of 40 years had
helped to enact the 1920 constitutional amend

cember 4, 1930, with the showing of the movie
Whoopee, starring Eddie Cantor. Numerous plays
and vaudevillian acts were later performed on the
theater's curved, foot-lighted stage, which had a
lowered orchestra pit in front. As a child, singer
and movie star Rosemary Clooney appeared on
the Russell stage. Colonel Russelloperated the the

in Cincinnati at the Cincinnati Crematory, and

her ashes were buried at Evergreen Cemetery in
Southgate.
“Equal Rights Association,” KSJ, September 28, 1894,8.
Kentucky Death Certificate No. 6773, for the year
1923.

2006).

velous new Spanish Colonial Revival style movie

Jones, Rugg served as a delegate to the Kentucky
Equal Rights Association convention in Lexington.
At that meeting she delivered an address entitled

ment enfranchising women. Many contemporary
suffragists did not live to see that day. Rugg was
cremated in a ceremony officiated by Rev. Overby

Cinema Treasures. "Russell Theater, Maysville, Ken

He also succeeded his father as president of the
Mason Co. Building and Loan Association.
James's brother Thomas owned the Washing
ton Opera House, and as a result James also be

Standard, 1936.

RUGG, JENNIE (b. June 13, 1836, Newport, Ky; d.
March 27, 1923, Ashland, Ky). Women's suffrage ac
tivist Virginia Adeline Rugg, known as Jennie Rugg,
was the daughter of Samuel A. and Emeline (Amelia)
Beaumont Rugg. She grew up amid relative wealth
and privilege. By the 1880s she had become one of
Northern Kentucky's leading suffragists, pleading
the cause of the franchise for women—a radical po
litical thought in those days. In 1884, along with two
other women's suffrage activists from Newport,

With the funds collected so far, the front facade

ater until 1935, when he leased it to the Shine

Group. Russell suffered a stroke on October 12,
1937, and was confined to his home, where he died

on April 10, 1939. After his death, the Russell The
ater passed through a succession of owners. In
1953 Rosemary Clooney held the world premiere
of her first movie, The Stars Are Singing, at the
Russell Theater. The theater ceased operations in
1983 and was later used as a restaurant, a furniture

store, and a storeroom for a local newspaper. The
Russell Theater suffered a final devastating blow
when a storm tore off part of the roof. The building
was not repaired and over the next several years
sustained severe damage to the interior. In 1996 a
Maysville businesswoman, Sandra A. Marshall,

RUTER, MARTIN (b. April 3, 1785, Charlton,
Mass.; d. May 6, 1838, Washington-on-the-Brazos,
Tex.). Martin Ruter, Methodist minister and edu
cator, was the son of job Ruter. Self-educated in the
classics, Martin became a Methodist in 1801 and

then a minister. He helped to found three Method
ist colleges: New Market Academy in New Market,
N.H.; Augusta College in Augusta, Ky., and Al
legheny College in Meadville, Pa. He was the first
president of Augusta College and helped to attract
the dynamic faculty who served the college during
its few years of existence. In 1822 Transylvania
College in Lexington awarded Ruter a DD degree.
In 1837 he resigned the presidency of Allegheny
College to volunteer for Methodist missionary ser
vice in the new Republic of Texas. His intention
was to establish a college there, but that was not
accomplished until after Ruter's death. He died of
pneumonia in 1838. His vision to founda Method
ist college in the Texas territory was realized in
1840 with the formation of his namesake Ruters

ville College, today's Southwestern University at
Georgetown, Texas.
The Handbook of Texas Online. www.tsha.utexas

.edu (accessed April 5, 2007).

RYAN, TOMMY (b. Thomas J. Lidington, No
vember 16, 1913, Newport, Ky; d. April 15, 1989,
Jackson Heights, N.Y.). Singer Thomas J. Lidington
was the son of Thomas B. and Lydia Schorry Lid
ington. The family lived at 420 Lindsey St. in New
port's West End. His father worked for more than
50 years at the nearby Andrews Steel Mill, where
Tommy also began his work career. During the
1930s Lidington became nationally known as a
singer and dance bandleader. He changed his name
to Tommy Ryan and sang with the Sammy Kaye
Orchestra. Ryan was participating in the broadcast
of Sammy Kaye's Sunday Serenade on NBC's Red
Radio Network on December 7, 1941, when it was

interrupted to announce the attack on Pearl Har
bor. During World War II Ryan managed the
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RYLAND HEIGHTS

Blue Barron Orchestra while the orchestra's leader

(1941), “Mexicali Rose,” “Until Tomorrow,”"When

land Heights as an agricultural and rural residen
tial area, a classification that requires larger
than-average home building lots. Residents hope
that such restrictions will discourage rapid devel
opment, especially the construction of large subdi
visions, and help preserve their quiet way of life.
Since originally founded, the city itself has made

You Wish upon a Star," and “You Stepped out of a

several annexations and now contains an area of

Dream." He retired from the entertainment world

about five square miles. The 2000 U.S. Census listed
Ryland Heights as having a population of 799 peo
ple. A publicly elected mayor and city council gov
ern the city. Ryland Heights has a volunteer fire de
partment and an ambulance service, but its police
protection is provided by the Kenton Co. Police
Department.

went off to war. Afterward, Ryan had his own band,
which played in prominent clubs along the East

Coast. Songs that he recorded include "My Buddy"
(1937), “Rosalie” (1937), “Love Walks In” (1938), “I

Understand” (1941), "This Is No Laughing Matter"

before 1950, and he died in 1989.

“T.B. Lidington Dies Suddenly of Heart Attack," KP
April 18, 1952, 1.

Michael R. Sweeney
RYLAND HEIGHTS. The Small Kenton Co.

community of Ryland Heights is located along De
coursey Pk. (Ky. Rt. 177), just south of Fairview.
Ryland Heights grew up arounda Kentucky Cen
tral Railroad Depot (predecessor of the Louis

"Ryland Heights: A Rural Community and Residents

ville and Nashville), which was built in the mid

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent

1850s. The city's name is taken from a prosperous
farmer and early settler of the area, James W. Ry
land. The surrounding countryside is quite scenic,
with a panoramic view of both the Licking River
and several nearby beautiful lakes. Ryland Heights
was granted a post office in 1873, but it was closed
six years later. A group of businessmen from Cin
cinnati and from Northern Kentucky opened the
Crystal Lake Country Club nearby in 1892. The
club's name was changed to the Kentucky Fishing
and Shooting Club in 1904 and to the Ryland Coun
try Club in 1918.
Ryland Heights was incorporated as a sixth
class city in 1972, primarily to make it more diffi
cult for neighboring communities, such as Coving
ton, to annex the area. The Northern Kentucky
Area Planning Commission has designated Ry

Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed

Reis, Jim. “Tiny Towns," KP, June 30, 1986.4K.
Like it That Way," KP, March 28, 1991,4K.
U.S. Census Bureau. “American Fact Finder. DataSet.

January 21, 2006).
Voorhees, Elaine G. Ryland. The First 100 Years.

Cincinnati. Graphic Information Systems, ca. 1992.

member cottages; 38 cottages had been built by
1907. While some residents lived there year-round,
many made it a summer home. Because the club
was conveniently located along the railroad, busi
nessmen could commute daily to and from their
jobs in Covington or Cincinnati and spend the eve
nings with their families in this “summer resort." In
1905 a large clubhouse was constructed, and a chef

was hired shortly thereafter. Swimming, fishing,
canoeing, and shooting were activities available to
members in the early years. In 1919 the Kentucky

Fishing and Shooting Club changed its name to Ry
land Lakes Country Club. Ryland was the name of
the railroad station serving the area, as well as of a
local family who had intermarried with the Mend
enhalls and had built, in 1872, a large hilltop home
(still standing) that overlooks the club. By the 1920s,
a nine-hole golf course and two clay tennis courts
were built; a saddle club and a baseball field fol

lowed by the 1940s. Over the years the club pur
chased additional acreage. In April 1979 the club
house was destroyed by fire and a new one was
subsequently built. The club acquired the nickname
of Little Switzerland, given to it by well-known
member and artist Frank Duveneck. Other

RYLAND LAKES COUNTRY CLUB. The resi

prominent members included Clement Barn

dential country club Ryland Lakes was established
along the Licking River in a scenic valley served by
the Kentucky Central Railroad. The club's his
tory goes back to 1892, when 18 businessmen leased

horn, Richard Pretlow Ernst, Maurice L. Gal

55 acres of land from a Kenton Co. farmer, John

vin, and the Jergens, Herschede, and Whiting fam
ilies of Cincinnati.

McLean, M. H. Little Switzerland. Covington, Ky:
Wolff's Standard, 1943.

Mendenhall, to establish the Crystal Lake Fishing
Club. In 1904 that club reorganized as the Kentucky
Fishing and Shooting Club, incorporated, expanded
its membership, and purchased a total of 163 acres
(including its originally leased 55 acres). Some of
the land was divided into sites for the building of

Paeth, Greg "Life Is Ever So Easy at Ryland Lakes,"
KP, July 9, 1983, 1K.
Voorhees, Elaine, and Steven Schwierjohann. Ryland:
The First 100 Years. Cincinnati, Graphic Informa
tion Systems, 1992.
Paul A. Tenkotte

"Bellevue Churches Share Faith a Block Apart," KP
February 24, 1992.1K–2K.

the school was replaced by a new 16-classroom,
three-story school, completed in 1957, 4 more

"Cornerstone of the New Bellevue Catholic Church

classrooms were added in 1962; and in 1990 a third

Will Be Laid Tomorrow Afternoon." KP Septem

addition featuring classrooms, science labs, and a
gymnasium was completed. By 1968, with an en
rollment of 936 students, some of them taught in
classrooms in the church basement, St. Agnes
School was the second-largest Catholicelementary

ber 24, 1892,8.
Golden Jubilee Sacred Heart Parish: 1874–1924. Belle

vue, Ky., 1924,

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,

school in the state.

1954.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH.

Before 1873 the small Catholic population of Belle
vue attendedSt.Stephen Catholic Church (see Holy
Spirit Catholic Church) in neighboring Newport.
At that time, the mixed German and Irish Catholic

"Sacred Heart Commercial School Graduates." KTS,
June 24, 1931, 3.

Tenkotte, Paul A. A Heritage of Art and Faith:
Downtown Covington Churches. Covington, Ky.
Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1986.
"2 Bellevue Parishes Will Merge." KP June 11,

On August 9, 1954, a decree was signed, by au
thority of the bishop of Covington, establishing
St. Agnes as a separate parish, severing its ties to
the cathedral and its parish. The St. Agnes parish

was served long and well by the Sisters of Notre
Dame, who continued to teach in the school until

2001, 2K.

laymen of Bellevue organized a society to raise

Thomas S. Ward

funds for the erection of a church in their town. In

March 1873, they obtained the permission of Cov
ington bishop Augustus Maria Toebbe to proceed
with plansfor a church. The society bought two lots
on Division St., and a one-story brick building that
would serve temporarily as both church and school
was quickly constructed. It was dedicated to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus by Toebbe on November 22,
1874. A year later, the bishop assigned Sacred Heart
Parish its first resident pastor, Bernard H. Hille
brand. Another story was added to the building in
1876 as enrollment in the school increased. The Sis

ST. AGNES CATHOLIC CHURCH. In 1930

Bishop Francis W. Howardestablished St. Agnes
Chapel as a chapel annex to Covington's St. Mary
Cathedral (see Cathedral Basilica of the As

1995. Currently, St. Agnes Catholic Church has
about 1,600 households and a total of 4,600 people
registered in the parish. Five hundred students are
enrolled in its grade school, as the inner ring of
suburbs has experienced an aging population.
The Church of St. Agnes. "History." www.saintagnes
.coin.

sumption) for parish Catholics living in Park
Hills and its vicinity. From September 1930 until

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,

October 1931, Rev. Gerhard H. Geisen, chancellor
1954.

of the diocese, oversaw and organized this new
congregation. On September 8, 1930, St. Agnes
School was opened under the careofthe Sisters of
Notre Dame, with an enrollment of 26. By Octo
ber 3, 1930, a temporary frame chapel off Old State
Rd. in Lookout Heights (now Fort Wright) had

"St. Agnes Chapel Becomes Parish, Pastor Assigned."

been built, and on October 5, 1930, the first mass

merly one of the largest German American Catho
lic congregations in Northern Kentucky, the archi
tecturally significant St. Aloysius Church stood on

Messenger, August 22, 1954, 1.
Donna M. Bloemer

ters of Notre Dame taught in the school.
The parish grew, and the original building
proved inadequate by the end of the 1880s. When
Pastor William Cassander approached Bishop Ca
millus Paul Maes about the needs of the parish,
the bishop approved plans for a new larger church.
The stone Gothic-style church that stands today at
the corner of Division St. and Taylor Ave., a design
of architect Louis Piket, was begun in 1892 and
dedicated on October 1, 1893. The old building was
used exclusively as a school until a new school, de
signed by architect). F. Sheblessey, was completed in
1915. The present exterior of the church was stuc
coedinimitation rough-surfaced Indiana limestone
in 1923. In the 1930s the parish ran a commercial

had an 11-acre tract of land available for athletic

the southeast corner of W. Seventh and Bakewell

purposes, Geisen formed a Catholic athletic asso
ciation at the chapel. On August 28, 1931, a bell
formerly located at the 12th St. Fire House was do
nated to St. Agnes Chapel by the City of Covington
and was blessed for use at the chapel by the Very
Reverend Joseph A. Flynn, V.G. In October 1931 a
resident cathedral assistant pastor was appointed
to St. Agnes Chapel to minister under the direc

Sts, in Covington's West Side, only blocks from
the Irish American congregation of St. Patrick
Catholic Church. The St. Aloysius congregation
was founded in 1865, when a three-story combina

high school forgirls, as did many Catholic parishes.

tion of the pastor of St. Mary Cathedral.

Piket, the church was later embellished with elab

In May 1938, because the St. Agnes congrega
tion of about 200 families had outgrown the tem
porary chapel, construction of a larger one was be
gun at a site on the Dixie Highway near its
intersection with Old State Rd. in Lookout Heights
(now Fort Wright). The project was overseen by
Walter A. Freiberg, pastor of St. Mary Cathedral.
On Sunday, May 22, 1938, Howard laid the corner
stone for the new St. Agnes Chapel. The new cha
pel, built of brick and stone in the Italian Lombard
style, was completed in less than a year and for
mally dedicated by Howard on Sunday, February

orate stained-glass windows by the Royal Institute
of Bavarian Glass Painting in Munich, Germany,
under the supervision of F. X. Zettler. In 1889 the
parish built a facsimile of the famous Grotto of
Lourdes of France in its basement, featuring ex
quisite hand-carved statues imported from Ger
many that depicted the first miracle at Lourdes.
Bishop Camillus Paul Maes, who had been ar
chitecturally trained, encouraged the congrega
tion to rebuild the Gothic spire in 1911–1912 in
Romanesque style to match the predominant fea

5, 1939.

derwent an interior redecoration that included

In 1941 a new St. Agnes Chapelschool, consist.
ing of four classrooms and a large basement for
recreational purposes, was built. At that time, it
was predicted that this new structure, in conjunc
tion with classrooms in the chapel building, would
meet the parish's educational space needs for a
number of years. Howard officiated at the dedica
tion of the new school on Sunday, August 24, 1941.
As the suburbs surrounding it continued to grow,

new plaster arabesque ornamentation. By the early
20th century, the church building was one of the
most beautiful ecclesiastical edifices in the city.
St. Aloysius Parish built several school build
ings throughout its history. The most recent, still
standing on W. Eighth St. and renovated into
apartments in 1982–1983, was completed in 1933.
Its construction provided needed work for the un
employed during the Great Depression. At its

At a time when national parishes were impor

tant to immigrant Catholics, Sacred Heart served
as the German parish in Bellevue, and the newer
St. Anthony Parish (1889) was the Irish parish.
These two churches stood only a block apart. The
need for separate parishes receded as the 20th cen:
tury progressed. As more Catholics moved out of
the inner cities to the suburbs, enrollments in most

urban parish schools declined accordingly, and the
long-standing goal of a school in every parish be
came a financial burden hard to justify. To meet
this new reality, the schools of the two Bellevue
parishes were merged into St. Michael School in
1987. In the early 21st century, the shortage of
priests within the Diocese of Covington made it
impractical to maintain two separate parishes in
Bellevue within a block of each other. The parishes
were merged in 2003 to form the new Divine Mercy
Parish, utilizing the Sacred Heart structure. In
2002 Bellevue's Catholic students became part of
Holy Trinity School, which serves students of
Newport and Dayton, Ky., as well.

was offered in the new chapel, which was dedicated
to St. Agnes. In spring 1931, since St. Agnes Chapel

ST. ALOYSIUS CATHOLIC CHURCH. For

tion church, school, and convent was constructed.

In 1867 the parishioners completed a grandiose
Romanesque Revival style church, with a pointed
Gothic spire. Designed by noted architect Louis

tures of the church. In 1914–1915 the church un
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ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

height in the early 20th century, the parish school
had the largest enrollment of all of the Catholic el
ementary schools in the city of Covington. Subur
ban migration, though, quickly took its toll. In
1923 St. Aloysius School enrolled 707 students; by
1953 the enrollment had dropped to 313. When
nearby Mother of God School suspended opera
tions at the end of the 1961–1962 academic year
and neighboring St. Patrick Church and School
closed in 1967, St. Aloysius School enrolled their
students. The mergers and a baby boom following
World War II were not enough to stem the tide,
however, and enrollment fell to 99 students during
St. Aloysius School's last academic year of opera
tion, 1978–1979. The parish itself did not long out
last the school. On May 16, 1985, lightning struck
the church, and a resultant fire destroyed the build
ing. The parish was subsequently closed and
merged with Mother of God Church.
"Covington Pastor Announces Parish School Will

Close," Messenger, February 25, 1979, 1.
“St. Aloysius Apartments: DealTook Time but Finally
Closed," Messenger, April 24, 1983, 7.
Tenkotte, Paul A. A Heritage of Art and Faith:
Downtown Covington Churches. Covington, Ky.
Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1986.
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

DeCoursey in Kenton Co. With the opening of the
Kentucky Central Railroad in the 1850s, many
Roman Catholics moved into the Licking River
valley to work on constructing the new route be
tween Covington and Lexington. Irish Catholics
were fortunate to have Rev. James Smith, pastor of
St. Patrick Catholic Church in Covington,
come and offer Mass for them in a home they pur
chased near Spring Lake. Because there was no
German-speaking Catholic church in the vicinity,
German Catholics had to travel five or six miles to

St. Augustine Catholic Church in the Peasel
burg neighborhood of Covington to hear sermons
in their own language. In 1877 Rev. William Rob
bers, pastor of St. Augustine Church, received a
donation of three acres of land in DeCoursey for
a church and school. In 1878 the church was com

pleted and dedicated to St. Anthony the Hermit. A
mission of St. Augustine Catholic Church for its
first three years, it then was a mission of Holy
Guardian Angels Catholic Church in Sandford
town until 1902, when Bishop Camillus Maes
established it as a parish, with Rev. Henry Loo
schelders as its first pastor.

Paul A. Tenkotte

ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

Founded in 1905, St. Andrew's Episcopal Church
is located at Chalfonte and S. Fort Thomas Aves. in

Fort Thomas. It is part of the Episcopal Diocese of
Lexington. In 2005 the church had a congregation
of approximately 625 members. The church's
name, St. Andrew's, is thought to be Scottish in
origin. The present church was built in 1909, a par
ish house was constructed in 1928, and an addition
to the main church was constructed in 1995.

The clergy who have served St. Andrew's Epis
copal Church over the years are Rev. Custis Fletcher
(1907–1912), Rev. Arthur Seiter (1912–1915), Rev.
Arthur Marshall (1915–1918), Rev. William B. Dern
(1919–1929), Rev. J. Wilson Hunter (1930–1938),
Rev. Allen Person (1938–1968); Rev. David D. Heil
(1968–1983); and Rev. Dr. Ronald W. Summers

(1984–present). Dern was a popular local speaker, a
broadcaster on the Cincinnati radio station WLW,

ton but terminated their services after four years
owing to the lack of adequate funding. During
the pastorate of Rev. Bernard Baumeister (1907–

Great Elm Tree: Heritage of the Episcopal Dio
cese of Lexington. Lexington, Ky., Faith House
Press, 1969.

John West
ST. ANTHONY CATHOLIC CHURCH. The

early history of St. Anthony Catholic Church was
tied to the fortunes of the railroad line through

Thomas S. Ward

ST. AUGUSTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH,
AUGUSTA. Because early Catholic residents of
Augusta in Bracken Co. did not have a church or
the services of a priest, they requested that the
Catholic pastor of the church in New Richmond,

Ohio, attend to their needs. Rev. Augustus M.
Toebbe obliged them and said Mass at Augusta in
the home of a layman. Toebbe later became the

second bishop of the Diocese of Covington (see
Roman Catholics). Soon, Benedictine priests
from Covington took over the care of the small
congregation in Augusta. They encouraged their
parishioners to raise funds to build a new church,
and soon a building lot had been purchased on
Fourth St. Bishop George A. Carrell, the first
bishop of Covington, laid the cornerstone for the
new church on May 29, 1859. The event was adver
area; three steamboats carried passengers on the
excursion upriver to Augusta for the celebration.

to the Sisters of St. Benedict to teach at its
school.

The railroad continued to affect the growth of
the parish. In 1918 the Louisville and Nashville

Four months later, on October 7, 1860, Rev. Thomas

Butler, vicar general of the Diocese of Covington,
dedicated the completed St. Augustine Catholic
Church at Augusta.
The Benedictine Fathers continued to minister

Railroad (L&N) built a new railroad yard at De

to the church in Augusta. The first resident pastor,

Coursey and used eminent domain to take part of
the parish property, for which the parish was later
reimbursed $10,000, following litigation. The
smoke and noise produced by the railroad yard

Rev. Alto Hoermann, O.S.B., was appointed in
1866. Rev. Caspar Ostlangenberg, O.S.B., became
pastor in 1875. At his request, the Sisters of Notre
Dame in Covington started a parish school for St.
Augustine Catholic Church that same year.
A shortage of priests in the Diocese of Coving
ton during the 1990s forced a number of local par
ishes to make adjustments. In 1997 a two-parish,
one-priest arrangement was decided for the St.

made the church's location undesirable. Further

more, the parish's population decreased after the
DeCoursey Station rail stop closed in 1917. There
fore it was decided to try to relocate St. Anthony's
Church to a more favorable site. In 1927, when the

L&N Railroad acquired the rest of the church
property through a condemnation proceeding,
Pastor Bernard Nurre chose a new location, in the

Swinford, Francis Keller, and Rebecca Smith Lee.

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.

tised in the Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky

growing subdivision of Forest Hills (now Taylor
Mill), two and a half miles closer to Covington,
and a new church and parish plant were built, in
cluding a rectory and convent fashioned entirely
from white stone. Bishop Francis W. Howard dedi
cated the new St. Anthony Church on April 14,

port, Ky: Beek, 1949.

Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

1911), a small frame school was erected. When a

and the author of A Parson Takes a Gander. He

Dern, William B. A Parson Takes a Gander New

1954.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.

house was bequeathed for a convent, the Sisters of
Notre Dame lived on-site and again staffed the
school for about five years. The parish then turned

went on to serve 19 years at St. Paul's Episcopal
Church in Newport.
“Death Takes Rev. Will Dern," KP, June 2, 1959, 1.

The Centennial Celebration of Saint Anthony Church,
Taylor Mills, Kentucky, 1878–1978. Taylor Mill, Ky:
St. Anthony Catholic Church, 1978.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,

The Sisters of Notre Dame from Mother of

God Catholic Church in Covington conducted
a school in the basement at St. Anthony Catholic

Church. The sisters rode the train from Coving.
Central, and Appalachian Kentucky. The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.

1970s. The parish continues to maintain its own
school.

1929. The small school built at the time was in

tended to be temporary. As enrollment increased,
a new school building was constructed in 1952.
St. Anthony Parish grew through the 1950s
and 1960s. In 1963 Covington bishop Richard H.
Ackerman split off part of the parish to create the
new St. Patrick Parish. St. Anthony Church under
went a significant remodeling during the early

James Catholic Church in Brooksville and the

St. Augustine Catholic Church in Augusta. Both
retained their status as parishes (rather than one
church becoming a mission of the other, the more
common arrangement), but one pastor began to
oversee both. Rev. Daniel Saner became the first

pastor to serve both parishes, with the assistance of
Deacon Ernie Hillenmeyer.
"Augusta, Brooksville to Share Pastor," Messenger,
May 8, 1998, 1.

“Corner-Stone Excursion for St. Augustine's Church,
Augusta, Bracken County, Kentucky on Sunday,
May 29, 1859,” Cincinnati Telegraph, May, 28,
1859, 8. Advertisement.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

ST. BERNARD CATHOLIC CHURCH

St. Augustine Centennial, 1859–1959 Augusta, Ky:
St. Augustine Catholic Church, 1959.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954,

Thomas S. Ward

St. Augustine Centennial Booklet. Covington, Ky:
St. Augustine Catholic Church, 1970.
ST. AUGUSTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH,

COVINGTON. With the German Catholic pop
ulation of Covington continually growing because
of an influx of immigrants, a new German congre

gation was established in the Peaselburg area of
the city in 1870. The parish was established during
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Reder, Dianne. "Jubilee Cross Visits St. Benedict

Church, Covington,” Messenger, June 16, 2000, 6.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
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the tenure of Covington's second bishop, Augustus
Maria Toebbe, and named St. Augustine after his
patron saint. Atwo-storybuilding was constructed

ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC CHURCH. The

to house both a church and a school that was staffed

area of Covington known as Austinburg had

ST. BERNARD CATHOLIC CHURCH. The

by the Sisters of Notre Dame. The bishop dedi

been part of the St. Joseph Catholic Church

cated it on October 16, 1870, and the church's first

parish since the mid-1850s. Catholics in this pre

pastor was Rev. L. Neumeier.
While Rev. Joseph Goebbels was pastor (1871–
1877), he cooperated with the lay trustees of the
parish to form two business ventures that they
hoped would be a financial boon to St. Augustine
Catholic Church, bringing the parish to self
sufficiency and helping to pay its debts. In the early
1870s, the church started a brick-manufacturing
operation with two brickyards in the Peaselburg
neighborhood near the railroad tracks. Shortly af.
terward, Goebbels purchased a nail-making ma
chine from Germany and started a wire nail fac
tory, thought to be the first of its kind in the United
States. However, Goebbels proved not to be an as
tute businessman. He did not supervise record
keeping for the accounts of the two businesses, and
some of the proceeds were diverted from the par
ish. Matters became further complicated because
the trustees made the parish liable for payment of
most loan obligations. When the national depres
sion that began in 1873 caused a business decline
throughout the country, the St. Augustine Catho
lic Church business enterprises failed, leaving the
parish saddled with an enormous debt. The parish
was bankrupt and many parishioners lost the sav
ings they had invested in the parish's businesses.
After lengthy litigation, the Covington Court or
dered the entire property of the parish put up for
sale to satisfy creditors.
William Robbers was appointed pastor in
1877. With new trustees, he formed a corporation

dominantly German area wanted to have a church
in their immediate vicinity and received permis
sion from Augustus Toebbe, bishop of Covington,

Catholic population of Jamestown (today a part of
Dayton, Ky), a town on the Ohio River in Camp
bell Co., attended Corpus Christi Catholic
Church in Newport during the 1840s. These fami
lies, numbering about 40, decided to work toward
building their own church. To that end, they

called the Roman Catholic German Church of

Central Covington, Kentucky, which repurchased
the church edifice and property that had been lost.
The situation improved enough that by the early
20th century, Pastor Paul Abeln was able to start

Thomas S. Ward

to build one. A site was obtained in the early 1880s.
The combination church and school building was
dedicated by Bishop Camillus Maes on July 5,
1885, and named St. Benedict Catholic Church.

The new parish was carved out of St. Joseph Parish
and was made a mission of it. Rev. Aegidius Chris
toph, O.S.B. (Order of St. Benedict), the pastor of
St. Joseph Church who had overseen construction,
was given charge of St. Benedict Catholic Church.
Sisters of St. Benedict from St. Walburg Con
vent near St. Joseph Church taught in the school.
When a rectory was completed in 1889, the church
was made into a parish. Maes put it in the care of
the Benedictines of St. Vincent Archabbey in La
trobe, Pa., with Rev. Theodore Schmitt, O.S.B., as

formed two societies, one for men and one for

women—the St. Joseph Society and the St. Mary
Society—to plan and raise money for a church. In
1853 Bishop Martin John Spalding of Louisville
(in the Diocese of Louisville, of which Northern

Kentucky was a part before the creation of the Dio
cese of Covington) led the cornerstone-laying cer
emony, and the church in Jamestown was com
pleted and dedicated to St. Francis of Assisi the
following year.
When George A. Carrell became the first
bishop of Covington in 1853, he had only six dioc
esan priests in his service and could not appoint
the first pastor, Rev. Michael Herzog, to St. Francis
of Assisi Catholic Church until several months

its first pastor. The parish had long been collecting
funds for a new church. In the early 20th century, it
acquired property in Covington between 16th and

after its dedication. Herzog suffered from poor
health and was replaced in 1857 by Rev. Charles

17th Sts. for a church, and Cincinnati architect

Schaffroth. In 1866 Pastor Francis Grome started a

Samuel Hannaford designed the large brick
building. On December 20, 1908, Maes dedicated
the St. Benedict Church that stands today along
17th St. A rectory was soon added. In 1922 a new
school with a large auditorium was constructed on

new church, designed by architect Ludwig Ried
inger, which was dedicated by Carrell on Septem
ber 23 of that year.

16th St. north of the church. The old combination

church and school building was torn down to
make room for a new school. Besides providing the
usual first through eighth grades, the school also
housed the two-year St. Benedict Commercial
School, which offered business courses to students

of any parish. The parish built a new convent for

The St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church was

rocked by a financial crisis in the 1870s. Because
Grome made some unsound business speculations
late in his pastorate, which ended in 1877, pay
ments on notes issued in the name of the parish
could not be made when they were due. A court
ordered the church closed in 1880, though the
judge eventually transferred the deed to the bishop
of Covington, Augustus Toebbe. The next pastor,

the Benedictine Sisters in 1926.

Rev. William Cassander, faced an enormous task

to put the parish's finances back in order. He was
successful enough that by 1888 Pastor Stephan

by architect David Davis, was built on 19th St.
between Jefferson and Euclid Aves. Bishop Ca

Like most urban parishes, St. Benedict began a
steady decline in membership by the 1960s. The
church underwent a significant renovation of its
sanctuary in 1970, but the number of parishioners
continued to decrease. In 1988 the parish school
was merged into the new Holy Family School,

millus Paul Maes dedicated the structure on

which included the Cathedral and Our Savior

December 29, 1914. A new parish school was con
structed in 1916; in 1953–1954, a gymnasium and
two additional classrooms were built St. Augustine
Catholic Church is one of the few parishes in the
urban Northern Kentucky area that has its own
school, rather than being part of a clustered school

schools in Covington. St. Benedict's school build
ing was used as Holy Family's facility. Rev. Emeric
Phiester was the last Benedictine pastor of St.
Benedict, ending nearly a century of the order's
service to its namesake parish. In 1987 Rev. Robert
Henderson became the first diocesan priest to

system.

serve as pastor.

raising funds for a new church. During the pastor
ate of Rev. Richard Kathman, the current red

brick Italian Renaissance-style church, designed

Schmid was able to build a new school for the

parish.
The state of parish finances, however, delayed
plans to build a new church. The current church
was initiated by Rev. Bernard Greifenkamp, who
bought an entire city block in Dayton for the proj
ect in 1909. Extensive damage to the old church
caused by the flood of 1913 accelerated the pro
cess. The new church, designed by Samuel Han
naford and Sons, was dedicated on August 23,
1914, and renamed St. Bernard Catholic Church.

But the church was not fully completed until the
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construction of its Romanesque facade in 1929. A
school at the new site was erected in 1925.
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after World War I. In spite of a dramatic dwin

ST. CECILLA CATHOLIC CHURCH. The town
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dling of its membership, the St. Bernard Church

of Independence in southern Kenton Co. had a
small Catholic congregation long beforeithada Cath

ST. CHARLES CARE CENTER. The Sisters of

olic church. Priests from St. Paul Catholic Church

Notre Dame (S.N.D.) founded the St. Charles Care

in Florenceattended to thespiritual needs of Catholics
in Independence as early as 1860, by saying Mass for
the peopletherein private homes. It was not until 1880

Center in 1961, as a nursing facility for the care of
the frail and elderly. Sister Mary Edwin Paetzold,

that a church dedicated to St. Cecilia was built for the

Dame sisters Mary Dolorita Broering, Mary Jea
nette Wess, and Mary Luann Bender served as the
center's administrators in subsequent years. The St.
Charles Care Center is located along St. Charles
Dr. in Fort Wright.
In 1985 ground was broken for St. Charles Vil
lage, a neighborhood of 44 cottages where seniors
live independently, with the option of sharing in the
servicesandamenities of the larger campus. In 1986
the St. Charles Care Center initiated its Adult Day
Health Program, in which aging members of the
Northern Kentucky community are cared for dur
ing the day while family members are working or
when family caregivers need a respite. The Lodge at
St. Charles, consisting of 72 senior living apart

Dayton, like most of urban Northern Ken

tucky, experienced extensive flight to the suburbs

has remained viable. The parish managed to keep
its own parochial school until 2002, when it was

merged into the new Holy Trinity School, formed
for Catholic students of Dayton, Bellevue, and
Newport. St. Bernard Parish now shares a pastor
with Divine Mercy Parish in Bellevue.
Caulfield, Patricia. “St. Bernard Church Traces His
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congregation by Rev. Edward Burke, pastor of St. Paul
Catholic Church. The community at Independence
bought a parcel of land for a new church, hoping that
soon it would be granted the status of a parish. This
finally happened in April 1919, when Bishop Ferdi
nand Brossart named Rev. Henry Heringhaus, an
associate pastor from St. Paul Catholic Church, to be
the St. Cecilia Catholic Church's first resident pastor.
His pastorate began just a month after a fire had de
stroyed theoldchurch. On a previously purchased site
near the old church, the parish built a brick church
that could hold 250 people. The official dedication oc
curred on November 30, 1919. A rectory was con
structed in 1921, and a schoolstaffed by the Sisters of

S.N.D., was the center's first administrator. Notre

Divine Providence in 1923.

ments, was built in 1991. There residents live inde

The town of Independence grew rapidly after
World War II as people moved out of the inner
cities to the suburbs. In spite of regular enlarge
ments of the instructional space, the old school
was proving inadequate by the 1950s, so a larger

pendently in an atmosphereofcommunity, warmth,
and wellness. Its presence on the St. Charles Care
Center's campus adds to the center's continuum of
care. St. Charles Care Center has also responded to

mere 28 years later, Bishop Francis W. Howard
established a second parish for the growing popu
lation and appointed Rev. John J. McCrystal as its
pastor. Howard purchased for the new parish four

school was built in 1958. Under the direction of

private-duty nursing and case management in the
home; inpatient and outpatient physical, speech and
occupational therapies; and a wellness program.

acres and a small house, which was to serve as a

altar was midway between the two halves.
Even though two new parishes (St. Patrick in
Taylor Mill and St. Barbara in Erlanger) were cre
ated within the boundaries of the St. Cecilia parish
during the 1960s, the St Cecilia parish continued to
grow. The need for a new church became obvious
by the late 1980s. Several fund drives were initiated
under the leadership of pastors Robert J. Urlage and
David Shockey. Ground was broken in 1990, but
the church was built only gradually as funds were
raised. Finally, Rev. Paul Bershied saw the plans
through to completion, and Bishop Robert Muench

ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA CATHOLIC

CHURCH. The suburban city of Fort Thomas did
not have a Catholic parish until 1902, when St.
Thomas Catholic Church was established. A

temporary church. After a few months, a small
frame church, named for St. Catherine of Siena,
was built in 1930 on N. Fort Thomas Ave. In 1949

the parish built its first school, and the Sisters of
Charity of Nazareth, Ky., supplied the teachers. To
accommodate the growing enrollment, the parish
added a second floor to the school in 1957.

In 1962 the parish broke ground for a new
church, and by the following year, parishioners cel
ebrated Mass in the basement of the rising structure.
On May 3, 1964, the church was completed and
dedicated by Bishop Richard H. Ackerman. The
modern structure features a quarter-round front as
the base of a triangular shape leading to a point at
the sanctuary. At the front standsabelltower with a
relief of the church's patron saint, St. Catherine,
made from stone quarried near her home city in ſt
aly. The parish purchased a new rectory and convent
in the 1970s. The parish still has its own school,
though without the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth.

Rev. George Bamberger, the church building was
doubled in size in 1965. The back wall was removed

and a new section built on from there, so that the

Catherine of Siena Catholic Church, 1964.
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dedicated the new St. Cecilia Catholic Church, de

signed by Robert Ehmet Hayes & Associates, Ar
chitects, on December 14, 1997. In 2007 a painting
of Christ by artist Leon Lippert, which originally
adorned Corpus Christi Church in Newport and
was thought to have been destroyed, was found at
St. Cecilia Catholic Church in Independence. It was
restored and now hangs in the sanctuary.

ST. ELIZABETH MEDICAL CENTER. To

day's St. Elizabeth Medical Center has its origins
with the first hospital in Northern Kentucky, the
St. Elizabeth Hospital (“the Sisters' Hospital") lo
cated along Seventh St. in Covington between
Madison Ave, and Scott St. It began in 1861 as a
result of the combined efforts of Henrietta Cleve

land of Cincinnati, benefactor Sarah Peter, the

Cherishing Our Past ... Planning for Our Future.
Commemoration Booklet for the Dedication of Saint
Catherine of Siena Church. Fort Thomas, Ky., St.

the needs of the broader community by offering

Dedication booklet. Independence, Ky: St. Cecilia
Catholic Church, 1997.

One Hundred Years of Serving God and His Peo

ple. Centennial booklet. Independence, Ky. St. Ce
cilia Catholic Church, 1980.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky.; Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Sisters of the Poor of St. Francis, and Bishop George
Carrell, the first bishop of the Roman Catholic Di
ocese of Covington (see Roman Catholics). From
its inception, St. Elizabeth has been available to
people of all races and creeds.
The first home for the hospital was a former

grocery store. The diocese purchased the three
story structure and necessaryequipment for $2,272.

ST. ELIZABETH MEDICAL CENTER
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The hospital was accessible only by rowboat
during the flood of 1937, and special steam en
gines were brought to the building to keep the
heating system intact during that crisis. In 1947
Tarsicia Hall was constructed as a home for 200

nurses. A neurological department and a two-floor
contagious disease unit were created within the
northwest wing of the building in 1953.
In April 1968 the hospital hired its first lay ad
ministrator, Earl Gilrath. In February 1973 St.
Elizabeth merged with Speers Hospital (see
Speers Memorial Hospital) in Dayton, Ky., and
by September 1 of that year, Speers Hospital had
closed. In December 1973 ownership of the hospi
tal was transferred from the Sisters of St. Francis

of the Poor to the Diocese of Covington. A park.
ing garage was constructed in 1976, after a long
fight with the residents of the neighborhood. In
1978, in anticipation of the opening of St. Eliza
beth Hospital South in Edgewood, the name of
the organization became the St. Elizabeth Medi
cal Center.
Suburbanization took its toll on the St. Eliza

St. Elizabeth Hospital, W. 11th St., Covington, late 19th century

Funds were raised for the acquisition at a Hospital
Fair held at the Odd Fellows Hall in Covington
during the Christmas holidays of 1860 (December
17, 1860–January 2, 1861). The hospital opened on
January 6, 1861, and thesisters assigned to the facil
ity received their first patient around January 22.
Before moving into the building, the sisters stayed
at their order's first hospital in the United States, St.
Mary Hospital in the West End of Cincinnati,
which they had founded in 1859. St. Elizabeth was
truly a charitable hospital in the beginning, for
most of the first patients could not pay for their
care, and the sisters went out into the Covington
community and begged for food. Bread, soup, and
coffee were the staples of their diet. Soon the Civil
War erupted, and wounded soldiers from both
sides found treatment at the hospital. The sisters
also began a tradition thatlasted into the early 20th
century, the care of orphans and foundlings (babies
left abandoned). The children of men killed in the

war, and foundlings from the immediate area and
from Cincinnati and Columbus, Ohio, where the

sisters also had a hospital, were taken in and raised
at the Covington hospital. Upwards of 50 children
at one timelived at the hospital.
In 1867 a building was purchased that dated
from the 1840s and had been part of the Western
Baptist Theological Institute, along the north
side of 11th St. in Covington. The St. Elizabeth
Hospital moved there, opening the facility in
spring 1868. The structure, which cost $50,000,

plus $12,000 for new equipment, had 50 rooms and
space for 110 beds on its four floors; the 11th St.
hospital began with 40 patients and 50 orphans
(who had been foundlings). It was just east of the
railroad, whose constant noise and dirt annoyed
both patients and staff, particularly after the Ches
apeake and Ohio Railroad Bridge opened in
1888 and railtraffic increased. At various times be:

tween 1870 and 1900, the City of Covington asked
thesisters to help with the care of the people living
at the Covington pest house (poorhouse), and the
sisters kindly did so. Occasionally, the dilapidated
pest house had to be closed for remodeling, and at
those times thesisters provided a place for the resi
dents. The hospital received its first X-ray equip
ment as early as 1895 because the manufacturer,
the Kelley-Koett Company, was also in Coving
ton. In 1905 Nicholas Walsh (see Walsh Distill

ery), alongtime benefactor of the Diocese of Cov
ington, contributed funds to build the first real
laboratory at the hospital.
In May 1909 the diocese purchased land at
21st St. and Eastern Ave. in south Covington for a
future St. Elizabeth Hospital. A new four-story
modern building designed by Samuel Han
naford and Sons was opened on that site in 1914;
at the time it was one of the finest medical facili
ties in the state. In December 1915 the St. Eliza

beth School of Nursing began, as a means to sup
ply properly trained nurses for the hospital. It
became the first nursing school in Kentucky to
earn national recognition. Dr. William Gerding,
who practiced medicine in Newport for more
than 60 years and was a member of the staff of the
hospital, taught at the school of nursing from its
inception. The nursing school opened in 1915,
closed in 1922, reopened in 1929, closed again in
1950 to reorganize, and graduated its last class in
April 1968.
After 1918 children no longer lived in St. Eliz
abeth Hospital; they were moved to the St. John
Orphanage (see Diocesan Catholic Children's
Home) in Fort Mitchell and the Good Shepherd
Home in Fort Thomas. Separate departments
within the hospital began to form: a maternity
department in 1919, an anesthetics department
in 1921, and a pediatrics department in 1925.

beth Hospital in Covington, and in response a
260-acre parcel of land was purchased in 1969 in
Edgewood, near the campus of Thomas More
College, where Dudley Rd. meets Thomas More
Pkwy. Ground was broken in 1975 and a 182-bed
hospital, the St. Elizabeth Medical Center South,
opened and accepted its first patient on October
10, 1978. Thus far, several hundred millions of dol

lars have been expended at the medical village for
health-care-related facilities: the general hospital,
patient towers, a cancer center, outpatient-care ar

eas, surgery suites, laundries, medical offices, an
adjacent rehabilitation hospital, and a hospice.
There is no end in sight, as this general area has
clearly become the center of medical care in North
ern Kentucky. The Gateway Community and
Technical College has begun to teach nursing at
its medical village campus, with close ties to both
the hospital and Thomas More College. Construc
tion has become almost constant at the Edgewood
campus.

Regional expansion has also taken place. In
Grant Co., planning began in 1960 for a small 30
bed hospital in Williamstown. Dr. Doris West
Clark, county judge R. Lester Mullins, and Dr.
Fred Scroggin were integral parts of the group
that opened the Grant Co. Hospital in July 1964,
along Barnes Rd. However, as many county govern
ments across the nation have found, it is difficult to

operate such a small hospital because of the spiral
ing costs of modern health care. In 1990 Grant
Community Health Services Inc., which leased the
Grant Co. Hospital, signed a management agree
ment with the St. Elizabeth Medical Center for op
eration of its facility; and in 1993 the Grant Co.
Hospital became St. Elizabeth Medical Center
Grant Co. as the St. Elizabeth Medical Center took

ownership of the Williamstown facility. With the

increasing population of Grant Co., the St. Eliza
beth Medical Center has tripled the size of its hos
pital there while bringing several medical special
ists into the county for weekly office hours. In turn,
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St. Elizabeth in Edgewood gains those referrals that
cannot be attended to in Grant Co. Both the Edge

1954.

wood and the Williamstown facilities have heli

"St. Francis de Sales Academy" Computer File and
Collections, Museum Center, Maysville, Ky.
St. Patrick's Church: 150 Years of Faith. Maysville,

ports for critical patient transport.
The St. Elizabeth Medical Center has not for

gotten its historical hometown as it enters the 21st
century. While occupancy rates and the number
of hospital beds decreased at the North Unit in
Covington, St. Elizabeth made plans to build a
new Covington facility on an 11-acre site, south
of 12th St. and just east of I-75, where the former

Ky:St. Patrick Church, 1998.
John Klee
ST.

FRANCIS

DE

SALES

CATHOLIC

CHURCH. Founded in 1912 as a mission of St.

Stephen Roman Catholic Church in Newport, this
church and school are now closed. Rev. Stephen
Schmid recognized the need for a church in the
part of Newport known as Cote Brilliante. Peter
Ridder, who lived nearby on Chesapeake Ave., do
nated three lots at the corner of Chesapeake and

Jefferson Ave, northbound exit of the interstate

led into Covington. The three-story facility will
include an emergency room to replace the one at
St. Elizabeth North, along with diagnostic, out
patient, and medical offices. Groundbreaking was
in April 2008, and completion is scheduled for

Grand Aves, toward the church's establishment.
2009.

In 2006 St. Luke Hospitals expressed its in

St. Francis de Sales Academy

tent to withdraw from the Health Alliance of
Greater Cincinnati. Thereafter, in October 2008,

St. Elizabeth Medical Center and St. Luke Hospi
tals completed a merger agreement, under the
sponsorship of the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Covington. The merger will include five major fa
cilities in Covington, Edgewood, Fort Thomas,
Florence, and Williamstown, with a total of 1,068

beds, 31 primary care offices, and 4,638 full-time
employees.

Visitation Order into the Diocese of Covington
(see Roman Catholics). That same year, Mc
Mahon purchased property on Third St., not far
from St. Patrick Church, for a school, and on

June 6, 1865, Carrell canonically established
the order at Maysville. Photos of the academy
show a five-story building that was home to the
convent and school. The prospectus used to at
tract students from 1890 describes "a commo

chure. Covington, Ky: Sisters of the Poor of St.

dious range of buildings... advantages of am
ple grounds," and "a beautiful view of the Ohio."
The "good rail and river communication" were
important for pupils coming to the academy

Francis, 1935.

from other states. Practical instruction was em

A Century in Covington. Brochure. Covington, Ky:
Sisters of the Poor of St. Francis, 1961.

Diamond Jubilee, St. Elizabeth's Hospital. Bro

One Hundred Twenty-Five. Brochure. Covington,

"The Sisters' Hospital," CDG, October 30, 1867,9.

phasized, but the "ornamental" branches of in
struction were not ignored. Such instruction
included, for example, elocution, embroidery
and chenille work, guitar, harp, and painting on
china and slate. In photos from the academy,
groups such as the Mandolin Club can be seen;
the students are shown in high-necked, long
sleeved, floor-length dresses, thesisters are pic
tured in black habits that reveal only their faces

Steitzer, Stephenie. "Medical Center on the Horizon."

and hands. Practical instruction at the school

Ky:St. Elizabeth Medical Center, 1987.

Peale, Cliff. "St. E. St. Luke Finish Merger." KE, Octo
ber 29, 2008, B1.

Reis, Jim. "St. Elizabeth: Old Grocery to New Center."
KP August 13, 1984, 10K.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

KP September 13, 2005,2K.
"St. Elizabeth Has Served Sicksince 1861," Messenger,
August 1945, 3.

"St. Elizabeth Purchases Land for New Covington Fa
cility." Messenger, January 26, 2007, 23.

"St.E.Moving North's Beds," KPJanuary 31, 2004, IK.
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
"A Visit to the New St. Elizabeth Hospital, of Coving.

included common subjects such as botany, his
tory, and mathematics. Students also were
taught Christian doctrine, object lessons, orthog
raphy, and rhetoric.
Boarding students were not encouraged to go
home during the year, and visits by parents were
limited. Students were given a list of items to bring
with them, such as a napkin ring, a shawl, and six
table napkins. Fees varied depending on the extra
courses taken. Board and tuition for a session of

ton," Christian Year, March 7, 1914, 7.

Weathers, Rosemary. "St. Elizabeth Goes Regional
with Hospital." KPApril 10, 1993, 1K.
Michael R. Sweeney
ST. FRANCIS DE SALES ACADEMY. Oper.
ated by the Roman Catholic Visitation order of
nuns, this Maysville educational institution
provided day classes and boarding for women
from 1865 to 1899. In 1864 Rev. Peter McMa

hon asked Bishop George Carrell to invite the

five months was $75, according to the prospectus.
Students of other religions were welcomed to the
school, and it was stated that "daughters of the best
families of the State" were among the pupils. Sister
Mary Gonzaga Carragher was noted for her lead
ership as the first superior of the Visitation Order
in Maysville. The academy building no longer
stands, and the Visitation Order left its George
town convent in Kentucky in 1987.
"Prospectus of the Young Ladies, Academy of the
Visitation," Museum Center, Maysville, Ky.

The St. Francis de Sales Church, designed by Cin
cinnati architect Anton Rieg, was dedicated on
October 13, 1912, and construction of a grade
school building was begun. The first pastor was
Rev. Edward Klosterman. In the mid-1920s, for a

brief period, the parish operated a commercial
high school that met at night in its school build
ing. In 1949 a replacement school was completed
by Rev. John Bankemper, and in 1976 an addition

to it was finished. For several years during the
1960s and 1970s, because classroom space was
limited, some grade school classes of the St. Fran
ces de Sales School were held in an old, rundown

two-story brick building that was once the Cote
Brilliante School of the Newport City School Sys
tem (and before that, a part of the Campbell Co.
Public Schools). This school building at the cor
ner of Park and Grand Aves, was torn down in
1978.

The 1960s and 1970s saw the peak enrollment
for the school and membership for the parish.

Soon thereafter, the ravages of suburban develop
ment turned on St. Francis. In 1982 the comple
tion of I-471 removed households from the parish
and somewhat isolated it from nearby Woodlawn.
For years, the pastors of St. Francis de Sales Parish
had recognized how important it was for them to
keep the people of Woodlawn in the parish fold.
Now, families began to move away to the southern
parts of Campbelland Kenton counties. New resi
dents of the area were generally not owners, but
renters, and most of them were not Catholics. The

last full-time pastor was Rev. James P. Gerrety.
Declining numbers at the church eventually led to
its closing in July 1999, but the school building
continued to be used until 2005 as part of the
combined Holy Spirit School. In 2003 the City of
Newport purchased and tore down some 90
homes in the area as part of its Pavilion develop
ment project. With the closing of St. Francis de
Sales Church and its school, a memorable chapter
of Newport's history ended. The church and the

school were torn down during the last week of
February 2007.
Ryan, Paul R. History of the Diocese of Covington.
Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington, 1954.
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

ST. HENRY DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky. The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Michael R. Sweeney
ST
FRANCIS
XAVIER
CATHOLIC
CHURCH. The first Roman Catholic Church in
Pendleton Co. was founded in Falmouth as a mis

sion in 1857. Missionary priests visited Falmouth
from Frankfort and Lexington as early as 1851, and
tombstones in the St. Francis Xavier Cemetery on
Woodson Rd. in Falmouth date as far back as 1849,

indicating that there were Catholic families in the
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new homeowners were Catholics who needed a

had witnessed 8,153 baptisms, 2,342 weddings,

church. A small brick church was built for them at

and 2,225 funerals.

the corner of Garvey and Shaw Aves. in South Er
langer, now Elsmere, at the direction of a Rev. Go
rey. The parish was named after Henry II, emperor
of Germany from 1003 to 1024, who was made a
saint in 1152; the name reflected the predominance
of German families in the area. In 1893 the parish
erected a small school opposite the church, where
60 children were to be taught by lay teachers. How
ever, one month before the beginning of the school
term, the church burned to the ground. It was de

“Saint Henry Church Centennial Celebration, 1890–
1990," 1990, St. Henry Catholic Church, Elsmere,
Ky.
Saint Henry Church Golden Jubilee Celebration, 1890–

1940. Elsmere, Ky. St. Henry Catholic Church,
1940,

St. Henry Parish Records, 2005, St. Henry Catholic
Church, Elsmere, Ky.
Larry Klein

cided to move the church and school to a more cen

county earlier. The cornerstone for the first Catho
lic church in town, along Main St., was laid in 1857,
under the direction of Rev. H. G. Allen. On Octo

ber 4, 1860, the first bishop of Covington, George
A. Carrell, dedicated the brick structure as St.

Francis Xavier Church. Rev. James McNerney be
came its pastor in 1873.

By that time, the number of Catholics in the
community had grown, and the parish, under the
guidance of Rev. August Gadker, began construc
tion of a new and larger church and rectory. The
new cornerstone was set at the intersection of Sec

tral location, at Garvey Ave. and the Covington
Lexington Turnpike, now known as Dixie
Highway, a dirt path at the time. Having received
only $1,000 of insurance money from the burned
church, parishioners hauled rock for the founda
tion of the new church. The parish rented a nearby
cottage for a schoolhouse, which opened in 1899,
when the Sisters of St. Benedict were invited to

take charge of the children's education. From 1899
through 1988, 147 Benedictine nuns served as
teachers in the St. Henry parish. The new church
building, opened in 1901, included living space for

ond and Chapel Sts. in Falmouth in 1877, and ded
ication services were held on September 12, 1880.
Every other Sunday, Gadker delivered his sermon
in German, a practice that displeased many of the
Irish members. The early congregation was mostly
Irish immigrants who had come to Pendleton Co.
to work for the railroad. Gadker was also in charge

the next 20 years, additional lots nearby were pur
chased for a school playground.
In 1929, with the congregation growing and
the numbers of children increasing, a two-room

of three missions: one at Butler, St. John on the

and the rectory. Another two rooms were added in

the sisters and classrooms for the children. Over

frame schoolhouse was built between the church

1933 to accommodate increased enrollment. This

Dividing Ridge, and St. Patrick at Double Beach
(along Kincaid Creek). The 1884 Lake atlas in
cludes all three of these churches.
About 1888, Gadker had bells from the Catho

lic churches at Butler and Double Beach placed in
the tower of the church in Falmouth. Rev. Joseph
M. Lelen, a respected author and literary figure,
widely published in newspapers and magazines,
came to the St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church in

1918 and was pastor there for 35 years. The flood
of 1997 did severe damage to the St. Francis Xavier
Catholic Church building, but it has since been
restored.
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1994].
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ST. HENRY CATHOLIC CHURCH.St. Henry

Catholic Church in Elsmere was begun as a mis
sion of St. Paul Church in Florence, Ky., by about 10
families. In the late 1800s, lots in Elsmere were be

ing sold for homebuilding, and several of these

building was used until 1967, when it was razed to
make room for a new high school. Also in 1933, the
pastor and the congregation saw the need for a new
church and began making construction plans.
Bishop Francis W. Howard dedicated the new St.
Henry Church in May 1936.
A high school was begun with one grade in
1933 and had increased to four by 1936. The first
high school graduation (12 students) was held June
8, 1937. In 1949 a building was constructed that
included a gymnasium and kindergarten class
rooms; at the same time a separate playground was
provided for older students. In 1950 St. Henry was
the only parish in the Covington Diocese offering
K–12 Catholiceducation. In 1965, its peak year, the
school had 1,426 students, 1,099 in grades K–8 and
327 in high school.
The years 1960–1964 saw more improvements,
including a school expansion and a new rectory. A
new high school was built in 1967, because it was
outgrowing its space by 1998, the school was relo
cated to a larger facility on Donaldson Rd. in
Boone Co. The old high school building became a
grade school building. In 2004 parishioners fi
nanced a major renovation of the church interior.
The hallmark of St. Henry Parish has always
been its support for Catholic education, which
continues today. The parish supports the grade
school annually in the amount of $400,000, keep
ing tuition as affordable as possible.
By 2005 St. Henry Catholic Church had 1,454
registered parishioners and nearly 450 school chil
dren in grades K-8. From 1890 to 2005, the parish

ST. HENRY DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL.
This school, with extensive modern educational

facilities and sporting venues and an enrollment
of 520, sits on 33 acres of land across from the

Marydale Retreat Center on Donaldson Rd., in
Boone Co.

The school began in 1933 as a one-grade high
school. Rev. Edmund Corby took on the task of
beginning a high school to serve the children of
the St. Henry parish in Elsmere. In each succeed
ing year, a grade was added, requiring more space,
so that by the time the first class of 12 students
graduated in 1937, the high school had expanded
into the former church building. Despite early
struggles, by 1939 the State of Kentucky awarded
the St. Henry High Schoola Class A school rating.
By 1966 enrollment had reached 327 students,
This continuing expansion placed a strain on the
olderschool buildingsofthe parish. Over theyears,
the high school operated out of a variety of struc
tures on the St. Henry campus, at one point utiliz
ing four different buildings. A new $700,000 high
school building was completed in 1968, featuring
13 classrooms, a library, laboratories, offices, and
a cafeteria.

In 1984 St. Henry became a district high
school, serving seven parishes: All Saints, Immac
ulate Heart of Mary, Mary Queen of Heaven, St.
Barbara, St. Henry, St. Paul, and St. Timothy. At
that time a plan was suggested to the Diocese of
Covington for a gradual move of the school to a
parcel of diocesan land, opposite the entrance to
the Marydale Retreat Center in Boone Co. This
was considered advisable because Boone Co. had

no Catholic high school of its own, and the major
ity of the parishes served were in that county. How
ever, Bishop William Hughes and his advisers re
jected the plan owing to the costs involved.
After a dip in enrollment to 238 students for
the 1989–1990 year, enrollment climbed, straining
the school buildings resources and requiring cre
ative space management; even the cafeteria was
used as a classroom. Coupled to the student body
increase were the inadequacies of the sporting ven
ues at the high school. Indeed, to provide adequate
seating, many home basketball games were sched
uled at Thomas More College in Crestview
Hills.

In 1991 a recommendation was made again to
move the high school to Boone Co., preferably to
the Marydale site. After a brief start and stop be
cause of funding issues, in 1994 a fund drive was
begun with the intent of raising $4.5 million to
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ST. JAMES A.M.E. CHURCH

relocate the high school to the Donaldson Rd.
site, on land donated by the diocese. Construc

tion on the new campus began in late 1997 and
was completed in time for classes to begin in Sep
tember 1998. The $5.27 million school features

Reis, James. “Black Churches Offered Stability in
Troubled Times,” KP, January 20, 1997, 4K.
“St. James A.M.E. Church–118th Anniversary

1987–Covington, KY." Northern Kentucky Afri
can American Heritage Task Force Collection, W.
Frank Steely Library, Northern Kentucky Univ.

a 600-student capacity, a 1,100-seat gymnasium,

1954.

St. Henry District High School Archives, Boone

May 8, 1998, 1.

"Bracken County Parish Has Rich 125-Year History."
Messenger, August 6, 1993, 10–11.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

more than 30 classrooms and laboratories, and on
site athletic facilities.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky.; Diocese of Covington,

"Augusta, Brooksville to Share Pastor," Messenger,

Eric R. Jackson

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

ST. JAMES CATHOLIC CHURCH. Catholics

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky. The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.

in Bracken Co. had only intermittent visits from
priests during the first half of the 19th century. In
the 1840s, priests from St. Mary Parish in Coving

Thomas S. Ward

ton visited Catholics in Bracken Co. and at the

Co., Ky.
Tim Herrmann

ST. JAMES A.M.E. CHURCH. The St. James

African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church of
Covington began in 1869, only a few years after the
Civil War ended. The church was started by Mar
tha Ann Taylor, a devoted local Christian woman,
who for years conducted numerous church ser
vices, taught weekly Sunday school classes, and
organized nightly prayer meetings from her home
in Covington. With the growth of church mem
bership, Taylor moved the congregation to a newly
built schoolhouse located in the Austinburg area
of Covington. Several years later the congregation
moved to a building in Covington on Maryland

mission at Maysville in Mason Co. After St. Patrick
Catholic Church in Maysville was established with
a resident pastor, Rev. John McSweeney began to
attend a small station (a congregation without a
church) at Milford in southern Bracken Co. Cath

olics at Brooksville were served occasionally by
missionary priests who celebrated Mass in private

ST.JOHN, VINCENT(b. July 6, 1876, Newport,
Ky; d. June 21, 1929, San Francisco, Calif.), Vin
cent St. John, a socialist and a labor leader, was the

only surviving son of New York native Silas St.
John and Irish immigrant Marian “Mary" Cecilia
Magee. By 1888 the family had moved to the West,
where Silas abandoned his wife and children, forc

homes. Some Catholics traveled from Brooksville

ing 13-year-old Vincent to work to help his mother
and sisters survive. When he was 17, he started a

Ninth St., between Greenup and Prospect Sts. Two
subsequent moves took the congregation to down
town Covington (see Covington, Downtown),

to Augusta, which since 1860 had its own church
attended by Benedictine fathers. Finally in 1866,
Rev. Alto Hoermann, O.S.B., of St. Augustine
Catholic Church in Augusta, organized the con
gregation in Brooksville and oversaw construction
of a church there. In 1868 a priest of the Diocese
of Covington (see Roman Catholics), Rev. James
McNerney, was appointed as the first pastor. The
following year the church was expanded and
named for St. James. The parish included a mission
church in nearby Minerva in Mason Co., also

at the corner of Seventh St. and Madison Ave., and

named St. James.

Ave., near Oliver St., and later to a structure on

to the Domestic Science Department at the Lin
coln Grant School. Finally, in 1922, under the
leadership of Rev. J. A. G. Grant, the congregation
developed a plan to construct a permanent struc
ture on several acres of land, located in Covington
at 120 Lynn St., which the church had purchased

While Rev. James Redmond was pastor, St.
James Parish started a school. Redmond also

hoped to build a new church, but the plan was
discarded after Rev. Thomas Kehoe took over as
his successor. It was not until Rev. Thomas Cole

career in the mining industry, becoming deeply
involved in the labor movement as a member of the

Western Federation of Miners (WFM). In 1900, at

age 24, he was elected president of the WFM's Tel
luride, Colo., Local 63. A year later he led a success
ful strike against the Smuggler-Union Mining
Company for its recently implemented wage sys
tem that reduced miners' wages to starvation lev
els. However, before the strike had come to a con

clusion, hired strikebreakers shot at union pickets,
causing a riot at the mine. St. John was instrumen
tal in quelling the riot. His friends called him
“Saint" or “the Saint." A man of integrity who in
spired hundreds to join the union, St. John was
persecuted the rest of his life by the mining corpo
rations. He endured several attempts on his life,
numerous arrests, and illegal incarcerations in

in 1918. Under the direction of Grant, donations

man arrived as pastor that the parish decided to
build the new church. Bishop Camillus Maes

and pledges were collected from hundreds of local

dedicated it on December 16, 1914. Rev. Edmund

Because of persecution, St. John quietly went

African Americans for the construction of a new

Corby initiated a small four-year parish high
school. In spite of its small size (in 1956 it was
noted for having the smallest enrollment—16
students—of any high school in the county), St.
James High School managed to remain open un

to Idaho and worked under an alias in 1905–1906;

til 1962. The grade school closed in 1968 owing to
the low enrollment. A new St. James Catholic

first convention and soon became an organizer. In
1907 he was instrumental in the successful orga

1922.

Church in Minerva was constructed in 1941, a

nization of Goldfield, Nev.: the entire town was

After the departure of Grant, each subsequent
pastor contributed substantially toward guiding

year after the prior church building burned. The
pastors of St. James continued to have Mass in
both the parish and mission St. James churches.
Because of the shortage of priests in the Diocese
of Covington beginning in the 1990s, new ar
rangements were made for many parishes. A two
parish, one-priest arrangement was settled upon
for St. James in Brooksville and St. Augustine in
Augusta. Both retained their status as parishes

unionized, from the paperboys on up. Nevada in
dustrialists were alarmed at St. John's ability to at
tract large numbers of workers to the radical
IWW. They threatened to lynch him, vilified him
in the press, and publicly suggested that someone

(rather than the more usual situation of one

highest position. The Wobblies, whose motto is

church being made a mission of the other), but
one pastor oversaw the two parishes. St. James in

"An injury to one is an injury to all,” were steered

church. Grant also gained the support of Bishop
A. J. Carey, who appealed to A.M.E. church mem
bers throughout Kentucky and Tennessee to in
vest in this venture. The first phase of the building
program, which included a large sanctuary and
several meeting rooms, was completed in late

the continuous construction at St. James A.M.E.
Church. For instance, Rev. S. R. Reid, who served

as the church's pastorforonly one year(1925–1926),
created a church building fund, which later was
used to acquire furniture and a new furnace for the
church. By the late 1950s, most of the building was
completed with the use of these funds. Today, St.
James A.M.E. Church continues to serve the spiri
tual and community needs of hundreds of African
American Northern Kentuckians.

“Diamond Jubilee Celebration and Mortgage Burn
ing of St. James A.M.E. Church–September 10th
to 16th, 1945." Northern Kentucky African Ameri
can Heritage Task Force Collection, W. Frank

Steely Library, Northern Kentucky Univ.

Minerva remained a mission of St. James in

Brooksville but without weekly Sunday Mass.
Rev. Daniel Saner served as the first pastor in the
two-parish arrangement, with the assistance of
Deacon Ernie Hillenmeyer.

Colorado, Idaho, and Nevada.

he was unable to attend the founding meeting of
the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) in

Chicago in 1905. He joined the IWW, or “Wob
blies” (as the members were later called), for the

should shoot him. In 1907 an assassination at

tempt resulted in permanent serious damage to
his right arm. He recovered and, at the end of that

year, was elected general secretary of the IWW, its

away from political action during St. John's tenure
(1908–1914). Advocating “direct action" and “in
dustrial democracy," he led the union during the
height of its most successful strikes. The IWW
waged campaigns for free speech, living wages,

the rights of workers, and the end of child labor.

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH

Owing to its antiwar views, the union was targeted
by the U.S. Government in 1917. Although St.
John had retired in 1915 from the "one Big Union,"
as it was called, and was mining in New Mexico,
he was arrested during the sweeping government
raids on IWW offices across the country. With

needed repair so badly that they were in jeopardy
of being condemned as unsafe. On Labor Day 1913,
ground was broken for the new church at the

hundreds of others, he was convicted under the

present-day site of the school, in Covington along

Espionage Act, despite the lack of evidence. Im

Pike St. Construction moved quickly, and the new
combination church-school, designed by architect
J. F. Sheblessey, was dedicated on December 27,
1914, 60 years to the day after the first dedication.
This new church building became the present
school building. It contained the church, the rec
tory, the convent, and a school accommodating

prisoned at Leavenworth in 1918, he served only a
portion of his 10-year sentence but contracted tu
berculosis while in prison. In 1923 President War
ren G. Harding freed him and many other politi
cal prisoners, which included hundreds of
Wobblies, Socialists, and military conscientious
objectors. Upon his release, St. John attempted
mining in the hills of Arizona, yet his health was
shattered. In 1928 he moved to California, where

his sisters lived. He died of a cerebral hemorrhage
June 21, 1929, at St. Francis Hospital in San Fran
cisco, having spent his last years in relative ano
nymity. He was buried in Mountain View Ceme
tery in Oakland, Calif., without a marker; but in
1992 a group of Bay Area labor activists gained
permission to place a memorial at “the Saint's" fi
nal resting place. The simple red-granite stone
honored his lifelong commitment to the cause of
labor.

In 1909 Rev. Anthony Goebel became the pas
tor of St. John Catholic Church. By this time, the
school and church on Leonard and Worth Sts.

400 students. Mass was celebrated in the audito

rium, which seated 600 people.
In 1922 ground was broken for a new church
adjacent to the combination church and school.
Designed by Frank Ludewig and Henry Drei
soerner of St. Louis, Mo., it was dedicated on Thanks

giving Day, November 27, 1924, and remains in use
today. Goebel remained pastor of St. John Catholic
Church until his death on January 6, 1954. His
nephew, Rev. Henry Hanses, whom he had helped
to raise, was named the next pastor of St. John on
January 18, 1954. Hanses remained pastor until
1971, when he retired to Carmel Manor, Fort

Thomas. Hanses died on January 19, 1982.
"Attacks Labor Leaders: Western Federation Officer

Calls Mitchell and Gompers Traitors," NYT, Au
gust 4, 1907, C5.

In 1945 St. John Catholic Church had more

“Inner Circle Man Tells of Arrests,” KP, July 30, 1907, 3.
Martin, Maryjoy. The Corpse on Boomerang Road:

than 2,500 registered parishioners. By 2000 that
number had fallen to fewer than 300. The biggest
impact on the parish was the building of I-75,
which eliminated many nearby homes. Yet the
parish has survived. St. John School, which became

Telluride's War on Labor, 1899–1908. Montrose,
Colo.: Western Reflections, 2004.

the parishes of St. John, St. Ann, Saints Boniface

California Death Certificate No. 34491, for the year
1929.

Reis, Jim. “Union Trailblazer Once Called Newport

Home,” KP, September 1, 2003,3K.
St. John, Vincent. The IWW-Its History, Structure,
and Methods. Chicago, 1911.
"Vincent St. John; Associate of ‘Big Bill' Haywood
Dies in San Francisco,” NYT, June 24, 1929, 16.
“Vincent St. John, I.W.W. Aide, Dies,” San Francisco
Examiner, June 23, 1929, 16.

known as Prince of Peace School in 1986, serves
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mony on May 19, 1867, but burials had already be
gun before that date. An older man, name un
known, was buried sometime that spring, and his
grave was marked only by a large wooden cross.
On April 19, 1867, Anna Borgelt was buried. These
first two interments were later moved. According
to Diocese of Covington records (see Roman
Catholics), the church did not take title to the land

until 1869. Use of the cemetery began slowly, with
few burials before 1870.

During the last several decades of the 19th cen
tury, the St. John Catholic Church made improve
ments and landscaping changes at the cemetery.
For example, William Tappert (1873–1879) over
saw the construction of a permanent road system
and significantlandscape improvements. The cem
etery is designed with winding, narrow lanes and
natural landscaping in the rural style. Sometime
during this period, A. M. Meyer, pastor of the
St. Boniface Church (see Saints Boniface and
James Catholic Church) in Ludlow, built a frame

chapel dedicated to the "Comforter of the Af.
flicted" (the Virgin Mary). In the late 19th century,
additional changes were made near the entrance to
the cemetery.
The ownership of the St. John Cemetery was
transferred in the 1960s to the Diocese of Coving
ton Cemetery System. In 1968 the diocese dedi
cated a new chapel to replace the original frame
building. A small mausoleum for aboveground in
terments has been added since. The cemetery re
tains its rural landscape character although it is
surrounded by residential development today.
"Consecration of a Cemetery,” CE, May 20, 1867,3.
“Memorial Day Stirs Interest in Civil War," KP May
26, 1986, 4K.

and James, and Mother of God.

Reis, Jim. "Cemeteries,” KP, April 21, 1986,4K.
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Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky., Diocese of Covington,
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1954.

Patrick M. Flannery and Maryjoy Martin
ST. JOHN CATHOLIC CHURCH. The origi
nal Roman Catholic St. John Church was at the

Schmitz, Raymond A. St. John's Catholic Church, Cov
ington, Kentucky, 1854–2004: 150 Years. Coving
ton, Ky:Tand W, 2006.

gregation established in Covington, is now located
on Pike St. in Covington, although it was first lo
cated at the corner of Leonard and Worth Sts. An

dated back to 1847. After the church was com

dreas Michel, the pastor at the church, arranged to
purchase a tract of land to the west of the Coving
ton and Lexington Turnpike (Dixie Highway)
in early 1867, recognizing the need for a cemetery
for the parish. The parish held a consecration cere

pleted, the cemetery became known as the St. John
Cemetery. In 1879 the church acquired additional
land adjoining its property and built a parsonage
and a school that the congregation operated for
about 11 years. In 1903 the parsonage was torn

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

corner of Leonard and Worth Sts. in the Lewis

burg neighborhood of Covington. The corner
stone for the church, an offspring of the Mother
of God parish, was laid on Palm Sunday, April 8,
1854. The solemn dedication took place Decem
ber 27, 1854, at the feast of St. John the Evangelist.
The establishment of St. John Church predated the

founding of the Diocese of Covington (see Ro
man Catholics). It was the third Catholic church

in Covington, the other two being Mother of God
and the St. Mary Cathedral Parish (now the Ca
thedral Basilica of the Assumption). The first
pastor of the St. John Catholic Church was Rev.
Joseph Gezowsky, who had been an assistant pas
tor at Mother of God. The first school building,
a frame structure, was begun on the site of the
church in 1849, the second school building, a
brick structure, was built in 1861.

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH. Early in

the 19th century, many German immigrants came
down the Ohio River by flatboat from Pittsburgh,
Pa., and a number of them settled along the river
near what are now Melbourne and Camp Springs
in Campbell Co. To serve their spiritual needs, a Lu
theran missionary, Rev. Christian Dingeldey, came
to the area in 1860. He began holding church ser
vices in a schoolhouse on the John Weidinger farm.
In 1861, Dingledey organized St. John's Church as a
German Evangelical Protestant Church. The con
gregation built a stone house of worship in 1866,
similar to the many other stone buildings that they
were constructing at Camp Springs. The land for
the church was donated by Peter and Catherine
Schreier and was located next to a cemetery that

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky. The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming
Nancy Due Bloemer
ST. JOHN CEMETERY, FORT MITCHELL.

The St. John Cemetery is a Roman Catholic Ceme
tery in Fort Mitchell that was opened by the St.
John Catholic Church of Covington in 1867. The
St. John Catholic Church, the third Catholic con
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ST. JOHN MISSION

down and a new frame one built on the site. The

stone church was renovated in 1917 by installing
new furniture and stained-glass windows. For the
first 53 years of its existence, St. John Church'sser
vices were held in German, but in 1914, worship in
English was begun. Between 1860 and 1912, the
church had 21 pastors, all supplied by the German
Evangelical Protestant Church organization.

Meiman, Karen. “Church's Community Spirit," KP
August 12, 2000, 6K.

pipe organ was installed in the balcony, and in
1861 a Sunday school program was initiated. Chil

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky. Diocese of Covington,

dren of the congregation learned German at a daily

1954.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.

In 1922 the members of St. John Church de

school conducted by the church. At this time, there
were no public schools in Newport. In 1863 the
church's school had 200 pupils; it operated until

1873. In 1874 the congregation decided to change
its name to First Evangelical Protestant St. John's
Church of Newport, removing German from the

Mildred Belew

cided to leave the German Evangelical fellowship
and unite with the Evangelical Lutheran Church;
the name subsequently became St. John Lutheran
Church. That move permitted them to hire their
own pastors and therefore to choose pastors
more compatible with their beliefs. The first pas
tor hired under the new affiliation was Rev. Cle

mens Schirmer, who remained for eight years.
From 1922 to 1992, the church had six pastors,
with Rev. Otto Emmelhainz serving for about 35
of those years. Emmelhainz also spent many
years teaching at Campbell Co. High School.
When he died in 1991, he was buried in St. John
Cemetery.

Extensive remodeling and repairs were done
to the church in 1933. Before the church's centen

nial in 1961, further improvements were made to
the facilities. The following year, a Sunday school
addition was attached to the side of the church.

After serving the needs of the congregation for
more than 95 years, the old stone church was torn
down in 1962 and was replaced by a beautiful

name of the church. At the same time they began
to hold bilingual (English and German) worship
ST. JOHN'S COMMUNITY CHURCH. This

architecturally significant church, built of stone, is
located at 1411 St. John's Ln., formerly the Licking
Pk., in Wilder. Founded in about 1876 by 24 Ger
man families in the Poole's Creek area of Campbell
Co. near the Licking River, the church was origi
nally known as St. John's German Protestant
Church. The stone church building, dedicated in
June 1877, included a room that was originally
used for a public school. The church's first minister
was Rev. August Mueller. In about 1925 the con
gregation became known as St. John's Evangelical
Congregational Church, and in 1957, when the
Evangelical and Reformed Church and the Con
gregational Christian Church merged to form the
United Church of Christ, it adopted the name St.
John's United Church of Christ. During the pas
torate of Rev. Edward C. Sinning (1951–1969), an
educational building containing six classrooms
and an assembly room was added to the rear of the

services.

On December 21, 1892, a number of members

left the church to form St. Paul's Evangelical
Church (see St. Paul United Church of Christ,

Fort Thomas). Around 1924, another group of
the congregation departed and formed a church
known as St. Mark's German Lutheran Church. In
1957 the worldwide United Church of Christ was

formed in Cleveland, a merger of evangelical and
reformed congregations, and St. John's changed its
in airie.

St. John's United Church of Christ has had a

strong commitment to social issues; for alongtime
it has supported the Campbell Co. Protestant
Orphans Home, which now is located in rural
Campbell Co. along Washington Trace Rd.
Harold Barkhau was installed as the 21st pastor of
St. John's on April 2, 1933. During his pastorate,

the congregation grew from 300 to 1,454 members.
Barkhau was also the chairman of the Committee

modern brick and glass sanctuary with a seating

church, as well as a new covered entrance to the

of 500 (see Newport Reform Groups) during the

capacity of 250. Today, the church has many out
reach programs, including summer camp, a vaca
tion Bible school, quilting classes, a visitation pro
gram for the sick and elderly, and a food pantry. In
a recent year, the congregation sent 25,000 pounds
of food to the needy in McCreary Co., Ky. The
present pastoris Rev. Phillip Garber, who is a 1994
divinity graduate of Trinity Lutheran Seminary
in Columbus, Ohio. The congregation is a mem
ber of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amer

front of the church. In May 1975 the church offi
cially terminated its ties with the United Church of
Christ and became St. John's Community Church.
Beginning in 1990, Bonny and George Kees oper
ated a private religious school called Churchill
Academy in the educational wing of the building:
the academy moved and was renamed in the early
21st century. In 2008 the small congregation was
still holding a Sunday worship service.

reform movement that cleaned up vice in Newport
during late 1950s and early 1960s. On January 10,
1939, a fire of undetermined origin destroyed the
church building. The only item salvaged was one
stained-glass window, which was reinstalled in the
current church. Having decided to move away
from the city's flood area, the congregation ob
tained a lot in the eastern part of the city at Park

Reis, Jim. “St. John's Homecoming Church Marks

Henry Nelson homestead. Until their new church
building was completed, the church met at the
Newport High School, on Eighth St., for almost
two years. On Sunday, April 21, 1940, the new
structure was dedicated. Ten years later, a Chris
tian education building was added. William

ica (ELCA).

120Years, Faces Uncertain Future,” KP September
25, 1995, 4K.

100th Anniversary, 1861–1961: St. John Evangelical

Paul A. Tenkotte

Lutheran Church, Melbourne, Kentucky. Mel
bourne, Ky. St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church,
1961,

Waltmann, Henry G. History of the Indiana-Kentucky
Synod of the Lutheran Church in America. India
napolis, Ind: Central, 1971.
ST. JOHN MISSION. Since the 1850s, Roman

Catholics have worshipped at St. John Mission, Di
viding Ridge, in northwestern Pendleton Co. The
mission is located along Ky. Rt. 457 within the
Portland community, an area first settled by Irish
Catholic immigrants. The present church building

was completed in 1882. The congregation is small,
and since 1912 it has been a mission of St. William

parish in Williamstown. It was in that year that
Rev. James J. Taaffee, a popular priest who had
served at St. John Mission for 18 years, was trans
ferred to Williamstown. After he died, Taaffee was

buried in the St. John Mission Cemetery. In recent
years, there has been a slow growth in attendance
at the mission of St. John.

ST.

JOHN’S

UNITED

CHURCH

OF

CHRIST. On April 26, 1847, a group of 31 Ger
man families met to organize a church in Newport.
They wanted to worship in their own language and
according to their religious traditions, but they did
not wish to continue traveling to the Over-the
Rhine section of Cincinnati to do so. This group
organized the First German Protestant Evangeli
cal Church in Newport. On May 20, 1847, they
purchased a lot at 139 Rickey St. (now Dayton St.)
in Newport from Gen. James Taylor. Taylor do
nated another parcel to the church. Construction
was completed and the new church was dedicated
in December 1847. The congregation's first regular
pastor was Fredrich Boettcher, who served from

Ave. and Nelson Pl., which was known as the Col.

Schraer was elected to serve as a full-time director

of Christian Education, and he faithfully served in
that capacity for 33 years.
“90th Anniversary Celebration of Evangelical Church
Planned as Tribute to Pioneer Germans,” KP, April
23, 1937, 1.

Reis, Jim. “Church Owes Much to Rev. Barkau,” KP,

April 7, 1997,4K.
. “Through Fire, Name Changes, St. John's Sur
vived," KP, April 7, 1997,4K.
Souvenir of Ninetieth Anniversary Celebration, 1847–
1937. St. John's Evangelical Protestant Church (Con
gregational), Newport, Kentucky. Newport, Ky.
H. Otto, 1937.

June 1848 until June 1849, when he died of cholera.

Donald E. Grosenbach

On June 7, 1857, the members of the congregation
purchased property at Seventh and Mayo (now
Columbia).Sts. in Newport and built a church there
that they dedicated on January 30, 1859. In 1860 a

CHURCH. The St. John the Baptist Catholic
Church had an early beginning as one of several

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
churches created to serve the needs of German

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky. The Diocese of

Catholics in rural Campbell Co. The German
Catholic settlers of the John's Hill vicinity sought

Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Thomas S. Ward

to have a priest in their community. In 1847 they
built a small log church at the top of John's Hill (a
small, gated St. John's Cemetery still remains) that
was then attended as a station by the priests of
Corpus Christi Catholic Church in Newport.
Rev. John Voll celebrated Mass there every fourth
Sunday of the month. The log church burned down
in 1857 after being struck by lightning, so the con
gregation began to plan for a new church. The Dio
cese of Covington (see Roman Catholics) offered
land next to St. Joseph Cemetery on John's Hill Rd.
in Wilder. The modest stone two-story structure
was completed the following year and dedicated
under the patronage of St. John the Baptist by
bishop of Covington George A. Carrell on Novem

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST ANGLICAN

CATHOLIC CHURCH. Established during the
early 1870s by Episcopalians living in Bellevue
and Dayton, Ky., this church has, since 1978,
served as the parish church of Anglican Catholics
from southwestern Ohio and southeastern Indi

ana, as well as Northern Kentucky. The church
was founded as a mission of St. Paul's Episcopal
Church in Newport. After being granted full par
ish status by the Episcopal Diocese of Lexington
in 1873, its members built two churches. One of

them, consecrated in 1899, was erected at Eighth
and O'Fallon Aves. Because this location is the di

ber 25, 1858. The first floor was used as a school
and the second as the church.
The rather remote location of the new site al

viding line between Bellevue and Dayton, and
since the growing congregation was composed of

lowed St. John Parish to avoid being swallowed up
by the development in southern Campbell Co.
during the latter 20th century. But the parish did
grow. The first resident pastor, Rev. Anthony Ath

came known as St. John Episcopal Church,
Bellevue-Dayton. A parish hall was added to the
original building in 1924, and the church's first
rectory, on nearby Ward Ave. in Bellevue, was
purchased during the 1940s.
During the 1950s, Rev. Eugene Lefebvre intro
duced an Anglo-Catholic influence that has been a
hallmark of the church ever since. Among the tra
ditional, or high-church, practices that were ad
opted were the celebration of the Holy Eucharist
every Sunday, the creation of a Tabernacle on the
main altar, and the use of holy water fonts.
Like many inner-city churches, this church
was confronted by the challenge of suburbaniza
tion in the post-World War II years, as longtime
members moved to new communities in Campbell
and Kenton counties. Despite the distances in
volved, many of these families continued to attend
the St. John church, especially during the rector
ship of Rev. John Philip Storck, from 1963 to 1976.
The church maintained a thriving Sunday school,
directed by Wesley Branch, a teenage youth group,
and an adult fellowship organization called

mann, arrived in 1877. In 1891 the church was

forced to revert briefly to its former mission status,
again attached to the Corpus Christi Catholic
Church, owing apparently to a shortage of priests.
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church had Mass
only twice a month during this mission period. A
new pastor for the church was appointed in 1894.
The education of children in the parish was at
first provided by the parish itself, but in 1909 the
Sisters of Notre Dame were engaged to teach in
the parish school, which remained in the 1858
building until the mid-1960s. At that time the par
ish bought a bar and dancehall near the church
property and converted it into a school. In 1980 the
school was closed because there were too few stu
dents in attendance. Afterward, the school was

used as a home for four young women of the Chil
dren of God community who provided music for
St. John's Sunday liturgies.
The 1858 St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
on John's Hill Rd. remains to this day the oldest
church building standing in the Diocese of Cov
ington. The rectory next to it was built in 1907. The
church building survived in part because the
Great Depression scuttled plans to build a new
one. Today, the church retains the atmosphere of
a rural church, even though it is encircled by a rap
idly expanding suburban area that is just barely

residents of both communities, the church be
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Northern Kentucky native, he had been previously
ordained as a Roman Catholic priest in the Dio
cese of Covington.
The church's protracted court battle with the
Episcopal Diocese of Lexington was finally settled
in October 1988, when the Supreme Court of Ken
tucky unanimously decided to grant all properties
and assets to the present members of the church.
Following that victory, the church undertook a se

ries of projects that had been delayed, pending the
court's decision. A complete renovation and cre
ation of four Sunday school rooms took place in
the parish hall in 1990; a new front porch and
handicap ramp were constructed later in the de
cade; and a state-of-the-art electronic organ was
purchased in 1996. The following year, the church
purchased and demolished the structure on the
adjoining property and created a church garden,
where members of the community as well as mem
bers of the church may find a place for reflection.
In the early 21st century, the congregation at St.
John the Evangelist Anglican Catholic Church was
thriving with approximately 125 members. The
1928 Book of Common Prayer and the 1940 Hym
nal continue to guide the church in its worship,
and it is a leading parish in the Anglican Catholic
Diocese of the Midwest. Its members also are in

volved in a variety of activities that benefit the
wider community, including a Thanksgiving and
Christmas meals program for low-income families
in Dayton and the making of handcrafted quilts
for drug-addicted infants born at St. Luke Hospi
tal in Fort Thomas and Children's Hospital in
Cincinnati.

Reis, Jim. “Spirited' and ‘Spiritual Define St. John's

in Dayton," KP May 25, 1998,4K.
William C. Neuroth

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC

CHURCH. Before the Diocese of Covington (see
Roman Catholics) was established in 1853, the

town of Carrollton, on the Ohio River, was part of
the Diocese of Louisville. Catholics in Carrollton

Manawi.

asked the diocese to provide the services of a priest.
In 1850 Franciscan Rev. Leander Streber came
from Louisville to offer Mass once a month in the

St. John Centennial booklet, 1858–1958, St. John the
Baptist Catholic Church, Wilder, Ky.

A critical phase in the church's history began
with the tenure of Rev. James Bjorkman, who was
the rector from 1976 until 1982. During this pe
riod, the national Episcopal Church underwent
dramatic changes that, in the view of church tradi
tionalists, constituted a fundamental departure
from the Anglican Communion's Catholic heri
tage. In the mid-1970s a crisis in the Episcopal
Church erupted over two issues: the ordination of
women to the priesthood and a radical revision of
the Book of Common Prayer. In a nearly unani
mous vote held early in 1978, the St. John church's
congregation severed its ties with the Episcopal
Church and was officially received into the Angli
can Catholic Church. There ensued a 10-year court
battle with the Episcopal Diocese of Lexington for
control of the parish's property and assets. Al
though this upheavalled to the departure of a few
members, most of the local church's parishioners

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

remained. In the midst of this situation, Rev. Wil
liam Neuroth was named rector in June 1983. A

out of view behind woods and hills.

125th Anniversary of Dedication of the Present Church
Building, 1983. Wilder, Ky: St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church, 1983.

Reis, Jim, “Rural Church Untouched by Nearby City,"
KP, November 22, 1982, 4K.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

home of Catholic layman Henry Grobmeyer.
Streber helped the people prepare to build a church.
Bishop Martin John Spalding of Louisville pre
sided at the laying of the cornerstone for the new
church in Carrollton on July 30, 1853, the day after
the creation of the new Diocese of Covington was
decreed in Rome. Carroll Co., where Carrollton is
located, was the western limit of the diocese. When

the church was finished, it was dedicated to St.

John the Evangelist. Bishop George A. Carrell,
Covington's first bishop, appointed Rev. Charles
Schaffroth as St. John's first pastor in 1855. Because
Schaffroth celebrated Mass only once a month, the
bishop approved a layman, Anthony Rudolphy, to
read the Gospel in German for the mostly German
congregation and to lead the saying of the Rosary
on the other Sundays.
The Sisters of St. Francis of Oldenburg, Ind.,
arrived in 1863 to staff the small brick parish
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ST. JOHN UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

school. When these sisters were recalled by their
congregation, Bishop Augustus M. Toebbe re
placed them with Sisters of Notre Dame who
had left Germany during the anti-Catholic Kul
turkampfoſthe 1870s.
The parish grew significantly during its first
half century. By the early 20th century, the congre
gation planned to build a large red-brick Gothic
style church, designed by Leon Coquard, who also
was the architect of Covington's Cathedral Ba
silica of the Assumption. The parish trustees
promptly began to raise funds, and the cornerstone
was laid on October 5, 1902, while Rev. Ignatius
Ahmann was pastor. He continued construction

where the congregation planned to build their first
house of worship. Construction began in 1890, and
the building was completed and dedicated on Feb
ruary 8, 1891. During the next 30 years, 11 differ
ent pastors served the congregation. St. John pur
chased a parsonage at 234 Foote Ave, in 1915. The
church had grown to a membership of 327 by
1921.

Property was acquired on the southwest corner
of Fairfield and Ward Aves, in 1932, where a new,

larger church was built at a cost of $63,500. In 1934
the Evangelical Synod of North America and the
Reformed Church of the United States merged, so
the church name was changed to the Evangelical

of the church, as funds were made available, until

and Reformed Church of Bellevue. It retained that

the exterior was complete in 1907. But construc
tion had to be suspended at that point until more
funding could be secured. The parishioners and
pastors did all they could to reduce expenses for
the parish as work resumed at a slow pace. Bishop

name until 1957, when the Congregational Chris
tian Church and the Evangelical and Reformed
Church merged, resulting in yet another name
change, this time to the St. John United Church of

Ferdinand Brossart dedicated the new St. John
Church on June 25, 1916.

By the late 1950s, the old school had deterio
rated and a new one was clearly needed. Bishop
William Mulloy wanted Pastor John T. Walsh to
build a large enough school to accommodate fu
ture growth, and a $100,000 school and convent
were built. However, by the late 1960s school en
rollment was dropping as young adults were leav
ing the community for urban areas. This factor,
coupled with a decreased number of sisters avail
able to teach in Catholic schools, prompted the
closing of St. John School in 1973.
Ahmann, Ignatius Mary. Forget-Me-Nots of Past
and Present. Carrollton, Ky. Ignatius Ahmann
ł902.

Bishop William Mulloy to Fr. John Walsh, September
14, 1957, Archives of the Diocese of Covington,
Covington, Ky.
Grant, Frederick Stanhope, "Golden Jubilee Celebra
tion of St. John," CC, September 28, 1902, 21.
“Pastor Plans New Buildings at Carrollton,” Messen
ger, January 18, 1959, 16A.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954,
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Christ of Bellevue.
Until mid-1964 the church thrived. It held two

Sunday morning services and had a vibrant music
program, a Women's Guild, a Quilting Group, adult
and youth fellowship meetings, and a women's eve
ning circle. The church also sponsored several
bowling teams. However, about that time, church
membership began to decline, as the "flight to the
suburbs" began. In 1964 the church started holding
a Lenten Quiet Hour and, shortly thereafter, an an
nual Easter Breakfast, both of which became quite
popular. In 1997 Pastor Eriksen began a computer
trainingclass called"GHN-Geeks, HelpingNerds,"
where interested individuals could learn to operate
a computer. When Eriksen resigned as pastor in
1999, a party was given in his honor on Super Bowl
Sunday, which later developed into an annual event
known as the Souper Bowl. Funds raised at that af.
fair were used to help support local soup kitchens.
St. John also formed a partnership with the Prince
of Peace Lutheran Church in helping to collect
grocery items for the Bellevue Food Pantry. Rev.
Keith Haithcock, from Dayton, Ohio, became the
interim pastor of St. John United Church of Christ
in 1999 and was installed as its 18th permanent
pastor on February 25, 2001. Under his leadership,
the church encouraged diversity in the congrega
tion and opened its doors to a broader spectrum
of society. Haith.cock continues as pastor of the
church.

“Church of the Week,” KP, July 29, 2004, 8K.

St. John United Church of Christ. “History." www
ST. JOHN UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST.

On September 12, 1887, a small group of local resi
dents held a meeting in a tailor shop at 77 Ross Ave.
to organize what became the St. John Evangelical
Protestant Church of Bellevue. The group began
holding German-language services in a rented
room at the Balke Opera House at Fairfield and
Berry Aves. Early in 1888, representatives of the
church met with members of the St. Paul Evangeli
cal Church in Dayton, Ky., at which time it was de
cided to hire one pastor to serve both congrega
tions. The churches selected a man named Gerber

to serve in that capacity. Several months later, the
Bellevue church purchased two lots on Foote Ave.,

.stjohnchurch.net (accessed June 6, 2007).

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH, CAMP

ton and later in Newport, was ministering to the
community. At the instigation of Boeswald, the
Camp Springs community began to plan for a
church, and in 1846 they built a small log church in
Camp Springs dedicated to St. Joseph. At first, St.
Joseph Catholic Church was a mission of Corpus
Christi Catholic Church in Newport, visited
monthly or semimonthly by priests of that parish.
In 1851 members of the community petitioned
Bishop Martin John Spalding of the Diocese of
Louisville, of which most of Northern Kentucky
was then a part, to provide the St. Joseph Church
with a resident pastor. The bishop appointed Rev.
John Voll, who soon started a small parish school
in another log cabin built for that purpose. But in
1853, Voll was transferred to Corpus Christi Cath
olic Church, and St. Joseph Catholic Church re
verted to mission status.

The Diocese of Covington (see Roman Cath
olics) was established in 1853. By then, the con
gregation at St. Joseph Catholic Church had
grown from a few parishioners to 65 families. In
1855 Covington's first bishop, George A. Carrell,
deemed St. Joseph Parish to be ready for a resi
dent pastor again, and he appointed Rev. Andrew
Schweiger. By the end of the 1850s, St. Joseph Par
ish was serving an extensive area of Campbell Co.
St. Joseph proved to be the mother parish of many
other Campbell Co. parishes, most of which be
came larger than it. In 1863 Pastor Lawrence Spit
zelberger determined that a larger church build
ing was warranted. The task of building it was left
to his successor, Rev. Eberhard Schulte, who over

saw the completion of a Roman-style structure
and its dedication by Bishop Carrell on June 15,
1865. A new school was added in 1868 and an ad
dition to the church in 1888. In 1890 the Sisters

of Divine Providence, who had just arrived in
the diocese the year before, took charge of the
school. Rev. Joseph Haustermann faced strong
opposition from parishioners in the 1890s when
he wanted to move the church to a new location;

instead, a separate parish, St. Philip, in Mel
bourne, was split offin 1910. Rev. Charles Woeste
became the St. Joseph Church pastor in 1909.
During his tenure, the church acquired three
large oil paintings by artist Leon Lippert, which
remain in the sanctuary of the church.
In the 21st century, St. Joseph continues as a
parish, one of the oldest in the Diocese of Coving
ton, though it no longer has a resident priest as pas
tor. The parish continues to operate its school,
though the Sisters of Divine Providence left in 1978.
The school is the longest-operating Catholic school
in the Diocese of Covington.

SPRINGS. The early 1840s witnessed the first in
flux of German Roman Catholic settlers into a re

gion of Campbell Co. known as Four Mile Creek
(later called Camp Springs), about 12 miles south
of Newport. The settlers' closest Catholic church
was Holy Trinity Church, across the Ohio River in
Cincinnati, attending there involved making a dif
ficult journey mostly on foot or by horse. Priests
from Holy Trinity Church occasionally visited the
small community at Four Mile Creek. By 1844,
Rev. Charles Boeswald, stationed first in Coving

Bach, Jean. “Through 150 years, Some Things about
St. Joseph, Camp Springs, Haven't Changed," Mes
senger, July 7, 1995, 12–13.
Doyle, Patrick A. “Catholicism in Campbell County,”
Messenger, December 16, 1973, 12A (Our Sunday
Visitor supplement).
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Rev. Lawrence Leinhauser to Bishop William T.
Mulloy, December 29, 1957, Archives of the Dio

cese of Covington, Covington, Ky.
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SPRING. The St. Joseph Orphanage (currently
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decorated St. Joseph Church was demolished in
1970.

“Growth of Covington,” CJ, September 10, 1959, 2.
Reis, Jim. "Saint Joseph Church,” KP December 11,
1995, 4K.
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1992, 1 K–2K.

the site of the Disabled American Veterans; see

1954.

Thomas S. Ward

Diocesan Catholic Children's Home), was

founded in 1869 on Alexandria Pike and predates
the Catholic parish established in Cold Spring in
Campbell Co., by one year; it seems likely that the
parish itself developed out of the orphanage. On
land adjacent to the orphanage, a small frame
church was built in 1870 and dedicated by Coving
ton bishop Augustus M. Toebbe. The parish soon
started a school, which was staffed by the Brothers
of Mary from Dayton, Ohio. The Sisters of Notre
Dame replaced the brothers in 1877. By the 1880s,
St. Joseph Parish was ready to build a more sub
stantial church. Rev. Herman Kramer, appointed
pastor in 1881, oversaw the construction of a brick
church; a site near the church provided clay for the

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH, COV

INGTON. The parish of St. Joseph in Covington
was established in 1853, the same year the Diocese
of Covington was founded (see Roman Catho
lics). The southeastern section of Covington was
largely German, and the 80 families who showed
interest in the church were all recent immigrants
who had moved into an area of Covington known
as Helentown. In 1854 ground was broken for a
new church at the northwest corner of 12th and

Greenup Sts., designed by Anthony Piket and Son
(see Louis Piket). Construction was halted, how

ever, for lack of funds. Eventually a much smaller

bricks, which were baked in a kiln on the church

combination church and school were dedicated. In

premises. Toebbe came to dedicate the new church

1855 Bishop George Carrell was so short of
German-speaking priests that he was unable to
supply the parish with a full-time pastor. He ap
proached the Very Reverend Boniface Wimmer,
abbot of St. Vincent Monastery, in Latrobe, Pa., to
take charge of the new St. Joseph parish, and the
Benedictine order agreed to staff the congregation.
The Romanesque St. Joseph Church building, sur
mounted by a 128-foot tower, was blessed by
Bishop Carrell in 1859. The church's massive rere

on October 8, 1881.

The St. Joseph Parish built new schools as it out
grew its previous ones. The original frame school
building was replaced in 1892 with a two-story one.
This school served the needs of the parish's children
until a more modern brick building was con
structed in 1929 on land purchased a quarter mile
south of the church itself, not far from St. Joseph
Orphanage. After World War II, a new subdivi
sion called Vets Village was created to offer housing
to returning veterans. This signaled the beginning
of an era of uninterrupted growth for Cold Spring,
with a corresponding need for more classroom
space for the increasing number of Catholic chil
dren. Under Pastor Lawrence Leinhauser, the par
ish built a new, larger school near the spot where the
1929 school stood. Bishop William T. Mulloy
dedicated this structure on May 14, 1951. Before
long, extra classrooms had to be added.
The same demographic exigencies that de
manded more classroom space also figured into

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky. The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Joseph F. Gastright
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH, CRES

CENT SPRINGS. One of the largest suburban
Roman Catholic churches in Northern Kentucky,
St. Joseph was established in 1916 in Crescent
Springs, then a "railroad" suburb along the Cin
cinnati Southern. After World War II, the par
ish grew substantially, especially following the
opening of I-75 in 1963, bringing new suburban
development to Crescent Springs, as well as to the
neighboring suburb of Villa Hills (incorporated in
1962). Architect Charles Hildreth designed a new
brick school, completed in 1952, for the parish and
also a contemporary church and rectory, dedicated
in 1962. Growing school enrollment led the con
gregation to remodel parts of the old church and
school for its elementary classes, to construct a sec
ond floor for the new school building in 1976, to
build a 10-classroom addition to the school in

1986, and to add 10,000 square feet to the school
and 4,000 square feet to the church in 1995.

dos altars, dedicated in 1865, were the work of the

Covington Altar Stock Building Company,

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

and murals in the church were painted by Johann
Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The Diocese of
Schmitt. Benedictine Sisters from Erie, Pa., were

Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.

invited to take over the parish grade school. Men
lay teachers were hired to teach the older boys. A
three-story building was constructed on 12th St.
for use as a boys' school.
The parish council decided to invest in some
moneymaking ventures, with mixed results. The
real estate investments turned out to be a mistake,

Paul A. Tenkotte

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH, WAR

SAW. In the early 19th century, Catholics in War
saw in Gallatin Co. could attend the infrequent
masses offered in private homes by priests from St.
Francis Mission in White Sulphur, the oldest

along with suburban development, so that at the

and the subsequent financial panic of 1880 saddled
the church with a heavy debt. The pastor at the
time, Aegidius Christoph, managed to save the
parish by tight budgeting. He replaced the lay
teachers with the Brothers of Mary, a Catholic reli
gious order from Dayton, Ohio. In 1915 a devastat
ing tornado struck the church and dropped the
church tower into the middle of Greenup St. It was
rebuilt with the design of Samuel Hannaford
and Sons, with a giant clockadded, by Christmas
Day 1915.
The parish purchased lots along Scott St. from

beginning of the 21st century, it is one of the largest
parishes in the Diocese of Covington (see Roman

12th St. to Bush St. for construction of a new

Catholics still wanted their own church. In 1868

school, which opened in September 1927. The

Catholics).

church was renovated in 1952, and its new Per

they built a small brick church that they dedicated
to St. Joseph. It became a mission of St. John the
Evangelist Church in Carrollton at that time,
though later it was transferred to the care of the St.

Leinhauser's decision to build a new church. He
wanted to build the church on the same location as
the school so that children would not need to hike

down busy U.S. 27 to go from school to the church.
Mulloy approved a new contemporary church,
which was not completed until after his death in
1959. Bishop Richard H. Ackerman dedicated the
new St. Joseph Catholic Church on April 9, 1961. A
new parish hall was built at the back of the church

in the early 1980s. St. Joseph continues to grow

Dedication Booklet of St. Joseph Church, April 9,
1961. Cold Spring, Ky: St. Joseph Catholic Church,
1961.

Dedication Booklet of St. Joseph School, May 14,
1951. Cold Spring, Ky., St. Joseph Catholic Church,
1951.

mastone outside coating gave it a distinguished
appearance. But by then the number of families
in the parish had dropped to 325. The member
ship continued to decline during the next decade,
and by the mid-1960s the parish was merged with
the St. Benedict Catholic Church. The newly

church (1794) in what later became the Diocese of

Covington (see Roman Catholics), or from St.
Mary Cathedral Parish in Covington (see Cathe
dral Basilica of the Assumption). Not long af.
ter the establishment of the Covington diocese in
1853, Bishop George A. Carrell started the St. John
the Evangelist Catholic Church in Carrollton,
down the Ohio River from Warsaw, and Warsaw

became one of its stations (a station was a congre
gation without a church or a pastor). Although
services in Warsaw became more frequent, local

Patrick Parish, which was created in Verona in
1878.

-

The population of Warsaw grew slowly in the
post-Civil War 19th century. Yet by the turn of

788

ST. LUKE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

the century, the parish priests in the surrounding
areas supported St. Joseph Church's claim that
Warsaw should have parish status. The Catholics
in Warsaw took the optimistic step of purchasing
a house near the church in the hope that it would
serve as a rectory. Rev. Edward Donnelly, pastor
of St. Patrick Church, asked Bishop Camillus P.
Maes to make St. Joseph Church a parish and St.
Patrick Church its mission, reversing their cur
rent status. On March 11, 1904, Maes appointed
Donnelly as the first resident pastor of St. Joseph
Church. The church underwent some remodeling
in the 1920s during the pastorate of Hubert
Schmitz, especially after the structure was dam
aged in a fire. Because of its relatively small popu
lation, the parish at Warsaw did not build a
school.
In 1962 St. Edward Mission was created in

Owenton and attached to St. Joseph Parish. The
parish population in Warsaw and Gallatin Co.
grew during the 1980s and 1990s. Because of recre
ational amenities for boating and fishing in the re
gion, St. Joseph Church experienced fairly large
gatherings for Sunday masses that strained its seat
ing capacity. It was time for a new church, and Pas
tor George Schumacher started a fund drive in
2000. The plan utilized part of the old structure,
including abelltower built in 1920. Bishop Roger).
Foys dedicated the new structure on November 10,
2002.

Ruschman, Albert. The Church in the Smallest County:

History of Gallatin County and the Catholic Church,
Warsaw, Ky: Self-published, 1967.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

“St. Joseph, Warsaw–Celebrating New Church Sym
bolizing New Growth," Messenger, November 15,

services in the Cold Spring School gymnasium for
about 10 years.
The first pastor was Rev. Frank L. Barcus, who
stayed for two years. During his tenure a parson
age was purchased at 24 Terrace Ave., in nearby
Crestview. The second pastor was Rev. Bernard
W. Crocker, who served for about 15 months.

During his term, the church purchased 1.33 acres
of land at 3917 Alexandria Pk. (U.S. 27), on which

they planned to build their first house of worship.
After Crocker resigned, St. Luke was without a
regular pastor for about a year. At such times, a
succession of seminary students often filled the
pulpit. The next pastor was Rev. John W. Kerrick,
who led the congregation for about seven years.
During his tenure, the church purchased an ad
ditional 66 acre of land adjoining their property.
He also instituted a building program and had
plans drawn for the proposed church. Ground
was broken for the new edifice on May 15, 1960,
and it was completed and dedicated on February
12, 1961. The facility had a sanctuary with a seat
ing capacity of 130, a kitchen, an office, and sev
eral meeting rooms and was built at a cost of
$96,500.

St. Luke joined the Indiana-Kentucky Synod of
the Lutheran Church of America in 1963 and soon

became a self-supporting congregation. Member
ship as of December 31, 1970, was 192 baptized,
119 confirmed, and 115 communing.
In 1996 the church purchased a 12-acre tract
on U.S. 27, about a mile and a half south of their

building, at a cost of $167,000, and opened a new,
larger edifice on that site in 2008. The present pas
toris Rev. Anne R. Benson, who is a graduate of the
University of Kentucky and Trinity Lutheran Sem
inary. The congregation is a member of the Evan
gelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

2002, 11.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
“Towering above Warsaw," Messenger, February 15,

“Church Anniversary," KP, November 8, 2003, B6.
“Churches Welcome Pastors,” KP, June 24, 1995, 9K.
Waltmann, Henry G., ed. History of the Indiana
Kentucky Synod. Indianapolis, Ind: Central,
1971,

2002, 3.

Thomas S. Ward
ST.

LUKE

EVANGELICAL

LUTHERAN

CHURCH. Several Northern Kentucky Lutheran
churches sent members to canvass the Cold Spring
area in November 1950, in anticipation of starting
a new Lutheran work in central Campbell Co. Be
cause of that outreach, some of the persons con
tacted began holding services in the Cold Spring
School gymnasium. St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran
Church was officially organized as a United Lu
theran Church in America (ULCA) Synod congre
gation on November 8, 1953, with 63 adults and 36
children listed as charter members. The organiza
tional meeting was officiated by synod president
Dr. Gerard D. Busch and Dr. A. M. Knudsen of the

Board of American Missions. During that early
period, Rev. George Derrick, Rev. Charles Masheck,
and Rev. Day B. Werts assisted in directing the ac
tivities of the new congregation. The church also
received some financial program support from the
synod in its early years. St. Luke continued to hold

ST. LUKE HOSPITALS INC. The St. Luke Hos

pital of Campbell Co., at 85 N. Grand Ave. in Fort
Thomas, began with a $1 million bond issue passed
by the citizens of the county on November 2, 1948.
Under the leadership of board chairman Daniel D.
Schwartz, board member Dr. Ervin G. Heiselman,

and hospital administrator R. Arthur Carvolth,
the building was dedicated on a warm Sunday af.
ternoon in July 1954. The new structure, built on a
portion of the former Gaddis family's estate, had

John Hoyle became assistant administrator in
1968. Hoyle later replaced Carvolth and served as
the hospital's administrator until he retired in
1997. A well-conceived and practiced disaster plan
was already in place at St. Luke Hospital when the

nearby Beverly Hills Supper Club in Southgate
caught fire on May 28, 1977. The hospital and its
staffwent into action immediately, workingaround
the clock to treat the 75 injured persons admitted
to the hospital. Off-duty personnel responded to

aid families of the injured and to help at the tempo
rary morgue set up in the Fort Thomas armory
gymnasium. The situation received worldwide at
tention, and the hospital was praised for its efficient
response.

In 1980 the Pendleton Co. Hospital (28 beds) at
512 Maple Ave., in Falmouth was purchased by St.
Luke Hospital, which, with this transaction, be
came St. Luke Hospitals. The Falmouth facility was
converted into an inpatientalcohol and drug treat
ment center. St. Luke Hospitals next purchased the
Booth Memorial Hospital (177 beds) at 7380
Turfway Rd. in Florence, Ky., from the Salvation
Army in 1989. The purchase price of $23.9 million
was financed through the sale of revenue bonds.
The newly acquired hospital was named St. Luke
Hospital West, making it part of St. Luke Hospitals
Inc., under one management. Over the years, St.
Luke Hospitals Inc. has continued to add other
facilities: the Pediatrics Center, at 103 Landmark

Dr. in Bellevue; the Sports Health and Wellness
Center, at 5874 Veterans Way in Burlington; a hos
pital laundry, an ambulance service; three other
medical facilities; and a partnership in three MRI
centers. In 1995 St. Luke Hospitals Inc. became
part of the Health Alliance of Greater Cincinnati,
which also includes the Christ Hospital, the Uni
versity Hospital, the Jewish Hospital, the Fort
Hamilton Hospital, and Alliance Primary Care.
The St. Luke Community Foundation, a non
profit support organization, began with a resolu
tion from the Hospital Board of Directors in De
cember 1983. The first meeting of the St. Luke
Community Board of Directors was held in Febru
ary 1984. The foundation raises funds to help pro
vide equipment and supplies for many hospital
departments so that St. Luke Hospitals Inc. will re
main on the cutting edge of technology and to
serve Northern Kentucky communities with in
formation for healthy living. Caring and con
cerned individuals and businesses support these
efforts through donations, sponsorships, and spe
cial events.

Both the St. Luke East Hospital in Fort Thomas

128 beds on three floors and featured state-of-the

and St. Luke West in Florence have introduced a

art equipment, including oxygen piped into each
room. When additional space was needed, citizens
again passed a bond issue, so that in 1963 two

number of medical firsts. In 1958 Northern Ken

more floors were added to the structure and the

number of hospital beds was increased to 201. The
location, on the boundary line between Newport
and Fort Thomas, was a compromise between
what were the two most populated cities in the
county, the present site of the Newport Shop
ping Center had been previously considered as a
site for the hospital.

tucky's first Regional Poison Information Center
was opened by the St. Luke system and the first
myocardial pacemaker was implanted. Fiber-optic
instrument use in surgery, the single-channel blood
analyzer, and the Coronary Care Unit were in place
in St. Luke hospitals by 1970. St. Luke hospitals
also introduced the region's first birthing suites,
along with Kid Kare, a sick-child day care service;
started the formal outpatient Cardiac Rehabilita
tion Program-Phase II and the Children's Advo

ST. MARY CEMETERY

cacy Center; added the YAG Laser to the Argon
and Cot Laser; and opened a joint-venture MRI
technology site. Elderlife, the hospital system's se
nior membership program, was introduced with
the advent of the Gerontology Unit and a Sleep
Disorders Clinic in 1988. St. Luke hospitals spon

Kingsbury, Gilbert, Sr. "Booth Hospital—From War
Camp to Hospital," Boone County Recorder, June
7, 1979, 18.

“St. Luke Celebrating 50th Anniversary," KP May 27,
2004, 5K.

The St. Luke Hospitals: The History, 1954–2004, Cele
brating 50 Years of Serving Northern Kentucky. Fort

sored a Disaster Medical Service Team for the U.S.

Public Health Service in 1989 and now have a spe
cially equipped Medvan on call for use in disasters.
Moreover, the area's first Souter Strathcycle Elbow
Replacement was introduced in 1990 by a St. Luke
hospital. In 1991 the hospital system's first Hyper
baric Oxygen Center was opened and the first Dia
betes Center was accredited. OccNet, the corpora
tion's first hospital-based Industrial and Corporate
Health Service, was opened in 1994. Pediatric Ur
gent Care for treatment after doctors hours began
in 1997. The tri-state area's first hospital-based
Medical House Call program for seniors began in
2002. In 2003 St. Luke Hospitals Inc. began a pro
cedure with Patients First Physicians Group to use
the M2A Capsule Endoscope for certain small in
testinal disorders. In 2004 its west facility opened
the Vascular Institute of Northern Kentucky, the
Outpatient Adolescent Chemical Dependency
Program, and the Tristate Surgical Weight Loss
Center.

The full spectrum of hospital care now avail
able for women throughout the region at St. Luke
hospitals includes the Center for Breast Health,
Birthing Centers, the Perinatal Center, the Center
for Diabetes and High-Risk Pregnancy, the Center
for Reproductive Health, the Physicians for
Women OB/Gyn care, and the nationally recog
nized Women's Heart Advantage program. Be
cause 90 percent of the women in Northern Ken
tucky are at risk for a heart attack, this vital
program at St. Luke hospitals offers education,
screenings, and prevention opportunities.
In 2004 the St. Luke Hospitals Inc. had 515 li
censed beds, 659 physicians treating 275,000 pa
tients annually, and more than 1,100 full-time staff
members as it celebrated 50 years of quality medi
calcare. The emergency rooms of St. Luke Hospital
East, which is close to I-471 and I-275, and St. Luke

Hospital West, near I-71–I-75, treat some 70,000

patients annually. Among the specialized depart
ments administered by St. Luke Hospitals Inc. are
the Anticoagulation Clinic, the Burlington Phar
macy Health Care, the Cardinal Hill Long Term
Acute Care Facility, the Health Ministries, the
Hospital-Based House Call Program, the Mental
Health Program, the Midwife Program, the North
ern Kentucky Cancer Treatment Center, the Nu
trimed Weight Loss Center, Orthopedic Programs,
Radiology Treatment, Reproductive Health Treat
ment, the Skilled Nursing Center, the Adolescent
OB/Gyn Center, and the Wound Treatment Cen

ter. As of 2008, St. Luke Hospitals was negotiating
a withdrawal from the Health Alliance of Greater

Cincinnati and a merger with St. Elizabeth Med
ical Center.

Thomas, Ky. St. Luke Hospitals, 2004.
“St. Luke—The Hospital Is Where It Is Today Be
cause So Many People Helped," KP, October 21,

an aggressive evangelism program, which brought
many new members to St. Mark's. From late 1942
until early 1963, there was a succession of six pas
tors, including Rev. Day B. Werts, a former mili
tary chaplain, who served for six years. For many
years during the 1950s and 1960s, St. Mark's
Church was home to a very popular weekly teenage
dance, or "canteen.” In 1963 St. Mark's was as

signed to the new Indiana-Kentucky Synod and
became involved in the Board of American Mis

1985, 4K.

"St. Luke Tower Is Complete," KP, July 6, 1984, IK.
Betty Maddox Daniels

ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH. In 1894,

28 people who had been members of St. John's
United Church of Christ in Newport relocated to
a building at Seventh and Orchard Sts. and ad
opted the name Independent Martini Evangelical
Protestant Church. When the Vesper Printing
Company purchased the property where the
church was located, the congregation moved tem
porarily to Seventh and York Sts. on property
owned by Charles Wiedemann, president of the
George Wiedemann Brewing Company. Later,
the members purchased property at Eighth and
Monroe Sts. in Newport, where the church now
stands. On October 20, 1897, the St. Mark Evan

gelical Lutheran Church of Newport was officially
organized.
Architect John Banderman was hired to de

sign and oversee construction of a Victorian
Gothic edifice at a cost of $15,000. It was built 30

sions urban church program in 1969.
As many members moved to the suburbs in the
1960s and after, attendance fell. To help solve this
problem, St. Mark and Trinity Lutheran in Belle
vue merged their congregations in 1978 and
changed their name to Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church. The Newport location was to be vacated
and combined services were to be held in Bellevue.

Within a short time, friction developed between
the two groups, especially over a decision to sell the
Newport church building. As a result of this dis
pute, the merger was rescinded. Newport members
reopened St. Mark Church, and the Bellevue
church continued using the new name, Prince of
Peace Lutheran Church.

In 1981 the Commonwealth of Kentucky des
ignated the St. Mark Church building a historic
landmark. St. Mark Evangelical Lutheran Church
celebrated its 100th anniversary in 1997.
St. Mark Lutheran Church Records, Newport, Ky.
Waltmann, Henry G., ed. History of the Indiana
Kentucky Synod. Indianapolis, Ind.: Central,
1971,

feet by 60 feet, two stories high, with an attic. The
south tower has a pyramidal roof, an east tower

Melinda G. Motley

has a conical roof, and the southeast bell tower is

supporting. Rev. H. W. Hanshue succeeded Long

ST MARY CEMETERY. St. Mary Parish in
Covington, established in 1837 as an English
speaking parish, later became the cathedral parish
of the Diocese of Covington. In 1850 the parish
bought 10 acres of land outside the city limits for a
cemetery. St. Mary Cemetery was originally lo
cated near what is now the Behringer-Crawford
Museum in Devou Park. Because of the poor
roads accessing the cemetery and the inability of
poorer parishioners to purchase plots, few persons
were interred in the cemetery; the last burial took
place in 1864. Bishop Camillus P. Maes sold this
cemetery to the Devou family in 1900 and moved
the graves to the newer St. Mary Cemetery. In ad

aker at that time. In 1907, 12 women of the

dition to the 10 acres in what became Devou Park,

congregation founded the Women's Missionary
Society. Pastor Lewis J. Motschman served for
seven years beginning in 1912 and helped the
church reduce its debt despite the disruption of

the diocese in 1857 filed a plat for a new cemetery
of 168 lots, called “St. Mary's Burying Ground"
and located on Prospect St. in Covington; it is not
known whether any interments were made there.
The current St. Mary Cemetery on Dixie
Highway began in 1870 with the purchase of 41
acres adjacent to Highland Cemetery. Maes did
what he could to improve the new cemetery, hav
ing a fence erected between it and Highland Cem
etery and buildinga sexton's house on the grounds.
But the cemetery was not self-sustaining. Its plots
sold for considerably less than those in Highland
Cemetery.
In 1968 Bishop Richard H. Ackerman estab
lished the Cemetery Office for the Diocese of Cov
ington. St. Mary Cemetery was the first cemetery

over a double-door main entrance with a stained

glass transom. Because of economic hardships
experienced by the church, no bell was ever pur
chased for the tower. The original sanctuary had
curved pews with two aisles, and a manually pow
ered pump organ.
Falling into unmanageable debt, the church
sought help as a Lutheran congregation and was
admitted to the Miami Synod of the General
Synod in 1898. Rev. Frank C. Longaker was the
first called pastor. By 1905, there were 189 com
municant members and the church was self

World War I. Rev. Cornelius J. Kiefer assumed

pastoral duties in 1919 and served until his death
in 1927. During his tenure the church eliminated
its original debt, built a parsonage at 730 Park Ave.
for $8,500, and also completed renovations for
$25,000; the construction projects were dedicated
on May 27, 1927.
Rev. David M. Funk guided St. Mark's during
the Great Depression and the early months of

"Booth Price–$23.9 Million," KP June 14, 1989, 1K.

World War II, until 1942. In 1934, Funk was

“Hospital Defend in Place Disaster Strategy Self

elected as the first secretary of the newly formed
Kentucky-Tennessee Synod, while also conducting

Contained," SC, October 23, 2005, 2A.

789

790

St. MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH

to be placed under the new office as a diocesan
cemetery rather than a parish cemetery. When the
old cathedral along Eighth St. in Covington was
torn down in 1904, the bodies of former bishops
George Carrell and Augustus Toebbe, which had
been buried beneath the floor, were removed and

re-interred at St. Mary Cemetery. Since then, all of
the deceased bishops of Covington have been bur
ied at St. Mary Cemetery, with the exception of
Bishop Ferdinand Brossart, who was buried at St.
Anne Convent in Melbourne, where he spent his
final years in retirement.
Gorey, James L. "Letter to Patrons of St. Mary's Cem
etery." June 11, 1907. Archives, Diocese of Coving
ton, Covington, Ky.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,

Brossart High School. A new parish grade
school opened in 1963.
Suburban growth brought great changes to Al
exandria and the St. Mary of the Assumption Par
ish in the second half of the 20th century. Near the
end of Msgr. Otto Herings term (1968–1981) as
pastor, the means for building a larger church be
came available when in 1978 a $220,000 estate was

given to St. Mary of the Assumption Parish. The
parish raised additional money through a fund
drive and bought property west of the school for
the new church; it also had a new road, St. Mary
Dr., built to provide access from Main St. A mod
ern design by the local firm of Robert Ehmet Hayes
and Associates was chosen, and groundbreaking
occurred in 1982, soon after Rev. Joseph Boschert
became pastor. The modern church structure was
dedicated on December 11, 1983.

1954.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming
Trauth, Mary Philip. Unpublished sketch of the His
tory of the Cemetery Office, 1985, Archives, Dio
cese of Covington, Covington, Ky.
Thomas S. Ward

ST MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION CATH
OLIC CHURCH. The first Catholic church in

southern Campbell Co. was St. Joseph Catholic
Church at Camp Springs (Four Mile). Priests of
this small parish served the congregation of Cath
olics in Alexandria, who gathered there to form a
station (a congregation without a church) of the St.
Joseph Church. In 1860 the congregation of about
30 families bought four acres of land fronting Jef
ferson St. after Rev. Lawrence Spitzelberger, pastor
ofthe St. Joseph Church, convinced Bishop George

Church of St. Mary of the Assumption, Alexandria,
Kentucky: A Story of Faith, booklet printed for cen:
tenary of the church, 1960.
Dedication Booklet of St. Mary Church of the Assump
tion, December 11, 1983.

Historical Sketch of St. Mary Church, Alexandria,
Kentucky, booklet printed for Diamond Jubilee
Celebration, 1935.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky. The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003, Forthcoming.

INGTON. Formerly one of the largest Irish
American Catholic churches in Northern Ken

Church stood at the northwest corner of Philadel

phia and Elm Sts. in Covington's West Side, only
blocks from the German-speaking St. Aloysius
Catholic Church. Founded in 1870, the congre
gation completed an impressive church building
in 1872, designed by noted local architect Louis
Piket. The church opened an elementary school in
1876, which was housed at first in the rectory and
later in a two-story frame building constructed in
1891. In 1913 the parish completed a large brick
school building, designed by architect David Da

ofthe St. Joseph Church. Then the St. Mary Church
became an independent parish after the congrega
tion bought a house to serve as a rectory and Car
rell appointed Rev. D. Beck as its first pastor in
1865. The new parish built its first school in 1867
and began building a second school in 1875, and

vis, at the southwest corner of Fourth and Phila

the Sisters of Notre Dame came to staff it the

delphia Sts. In 1917 the exterior of the brick church

following year.
By the time the parish celebrated its silver jubi
lee, parishioners were ready to build another

was covered with an imitation stone finish, and in
1921 the interior was embellished with murals

church was erected. Rev. Ferdinand Brossart, vicar

demic year, as many West End residents were mi
grating to the suburbs, and the church itselfheld its
solemn closing on Sunday, August 27, 1967. The
congregation was merged with that of St. Aloysius
ished, making way for a gasoline station.
"Six North Kentucky Schools in Merger." Messenger,

ST. PATRICK CATHOLIC CHURCH, COV

tucky, the architecturally significant St. Patrick

general of the Diocese of Covington and future
bishop, dedicated it on October 25, 1891. A new
rectory was built in 1928 and a parish hall in 1935.
During the long pastorate of Rev. Francis Delaco
(1932–1966), the parish in 1949 purchasedanearby
public school. The renovated building became
home to a parish high school that opened in 1950.
The St.Maryparish high school was converted into
a diocesan program in 1961 and renamed Bishop

unsuccessful urban renewal efforts. St. Patrick
School closed at the end of the 1966–1967 aca

Church. In October 1968 the church was demol
Thomas S. Ward

its own. Members of the congregation at Alexan
dria subscribed $700 and quickly built a church.
Spitzelberger dedicated the church on November
25, 1860, in honor of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. The St. Mary of the Assumption

church. Under Rev. Herbert Thien, a new brick

ramp, cuttingaswath through the city's West End.
More of the neighborhood disappeared in the city's

1954.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

A. Carrell that Alexandria should have a church of

Church was now elevated to the status of a mission

St. Patrick Catholic Church, Covington.

above the main altarby Charles Svendson and fres
coing by Nino Passalaqua. In 1928 the congrega
tion built abrick convent for the teaching sisters of
the school (the Sisters of Charity).
Damaged extensively by the Ohio River flood
of 1937 and suffering from the financial exigen
cies of the Great Depression, the parish incurred
indebtedness that finally was erased by 1946, un
der the direction of longtime pastor Rev. Thomas J.
McCaffrey (pastor 1913–1957). However, the con
gregation could not overcome the effects of the
1963 opening of I-75 and its Fifth St. exit-entrance

March 5, 1967, IA.

Tenkotte, Paul A. A Heritage of Art and Faith:
Downtown Covington Churches. Covington, Ky.

Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1986.
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The
Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
"Then There Will Be None," KE, October 4, 1968, 22.
Paul A. Tenkotte

ST.

PATRICK

CATHOLIC

CHURCH,

MAYSVILLE. St. Patrick Catholic Church in

Maysville is located downtown on the corner of
Limestone and Third Sts. The church marks its be

ginning as 1847, when the first permanent Catholic
church building opened in Maysville. It was dedi
cated to St. Patrick, recognizing the Irish descent
of most of its early members. Catholic worship in
the community had begun much earlier, when the
community was still called Limestone. Rev. Ste
phen Badin passed through Limestone (Maysville)
in 1793, and he and others held services for Roman

Catholics in Maysville and the nearby county seat
of Washington over the next few decades. St. Fran
cis Catholic Church in White Sulphur, west of
Georgetown, was charged with the care of Catho
lics residing in the Maysville area.
In the 1840s several Catholic families, includ

ing the Browns, the McCarthys, the McLains, and
the O'Neils, asked to have a resident priest ap

ST. PAUL A.M.E. CHURCH

pointed and a parish established in Maysville.
The land for the first St. Patrick Church building,
on Limestone St., was purchased by Rev. Edward
McMahon, who had traveled from Lexington to
minister to the Catholics of the area. That church,

Casey also decorated the church with Gothic mo
tifs and oil paintings of the Evangelists and of St.
Patrick. These paintings were the work of Leo
Mirabile of Louisville in celebration of the centen

of the parish petitioned for their own church and

nial of the church in 1947. Mirabile's oil paintings
were eliminated in fall 1972, and in spring 1973
remodeling removed the ornamentation and the
original altars and communion rails. St. Patrick
Catholic Church did not escape the scandal that
began in the 1990s regarding abuse by priests.
Some former associate pastors of the church were

pastor. No separate German church was built,

accused and, in the case of Earl Bierman, con

but some services continued to be conducted in

victed of abuse that occurred while serving at the
Maysville church.
During the pastorate of Rev. William Hinds

which faced Limestone St., was a sturdy structure
in the Romanesque style with some pointed-arch
features and a sanctuary on the second floor. John

Joyce was the church's first pastor, serving from
1847 to 1852. In the 1880s, the German members

German.

An important mission of St. Patrick Catholic
Church is education. The parish's first parochial
school held classes in the rectory of the church
during the early 1860s. In 1864 the Visitation
nuns accepted an invitation from Bishop George
Carrell to come to Maysville to teach, and the St.
Francis de Sales Academy was established for
that purpose in an imposing structure located on
Third St. The Visitation nuns ran this combina

tion day and boarding school and the St. Patrick
Girls School and also taught classes for boys in
the church basement until 1899. The boarding
school closed in that year. The Sisters of Loretto
taught at the school operated by St. Patrick Cath
olic Church briefly, and then the Sisters of St.
Francis of Clinton, Iowa, provided much of the

791

best known for its ability to prepare students for
college. From its beginning in 1926 until the
1970s, the Sisters of St. Francis provided art, pi
ano, voice, and other specialized training for stu
dents. Since fewer and fewer sisters have been

available to teach at the school from the 1970s on,

the high school has faced recurring financial chal
lenges. On several occasions, particularly in the
early 1980s, during the pastorate of Rev. Cyril
Eviston, serious discussions were held about clos

work inside and outside St. Patrick Catholic

ing the high school. The school has attempted to
maintain a balance of student accessibility, qual
ity, and expenses. This challenge is somewhat un
usual because St. Patrick High School is the only
high school in the Diocese of Covington (see
Roman Catholics) completely supported by a
single parish. In the 1990s the high school began
to enroll Latino students whose parents are mi
grants to the area (see Latinos). Nearly all stu
dents participate in extracurricular events, either

Church, a new school addition nearly doubling the

academic or athletic,

(1996–2008), needed maintenance at the church

provided the opportunity to remodel the sanctu
ary once again, and a recreated main altar based on
the original one was installed. In addition to the

size of the St. Patrick School was built in 1999.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,

Hinds oversaw the raising of the millions of dollars
necessary for these projects.
St. Patrick Catholic Church is currently home
to more than 600 Catholic families. Special minis
tries to Latino families (see Latinos) grew under
Hinds, who conducted a Spanish-language mass
weekly. The church's support of the school pro
vides an educational alternative to the commu

Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

St. Patrick's Church—150 Years of Faith. Maysville,
Ky: St. Patrick Church, 1998.
John Klee
ST. PAUL A.M.E. CHURCH. The St. Paul Afri

instruction at the school from 1910 into the

nity. The St. Patrick Catholic Church Cemetery is

1980s. From 1989 to 1995, the Sisters of St. Joseph
the Worker provided the personnel that ran the
school. From the 1970s onward, lay teachers car

located three miles south of the church, in the

can Methodist Episcopal(A.M.E.) Church of New
port was formed in 1901 and changed its name in
1914. An A.M.E. Church had existed in Newport

community of Washington.

since 1880, and on several occasions it was con

ried out most of the instruction, and after 1995

there have been no sisters teaching at the school.
The St. Patrick School is the only one in the Dio
cese of Covington supported by a single church
that has a complete school system from pre
school through high school. St. Patrick Catholic
Church also provides religious instruction for
those schoolchildren not enrolled in the paro
chial system.
The present St. Patrick Catholic Church, fac
ing Third St. and running along Limestone St., is
an impressive Gothic-style building in a cruci
form shape with large stained-glass windows. It
was built on the site of the previous church build
ing during the pastorate of Rev. P. M. Jones. The
initial architect was Leon Coquard, architect of
Covington's Cathedral Basilica of the As
sumption, but as in the case of the cathedral, Co
quard became disenchanted with the diocese, and
architect David Davis completed the plans for
St. Patrick. The church was dedicated on June 26,

1910. The two large stained-glass windows feature
St. Patrick along Limestone St. and St. Boniface on
the other side of the building. The main altar, con
structed in Austria, was a special feature of the
sanctuary.

Rev. Leo B. Casey, who was pastor from 1941 to
1965, oversaw the construction of the church's new

school building, designed by Howard McClorey of
Cincinnati and completed in 1949. In 1956 the
parish finished an addition to the school building,
which was used by St. Patrick High School. Rev.

fused with the Colored Methodist Episcopal
Archives of the Diocese of Covington, Covington, Ky.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky. Diocese of Covington,
1954.

St. Patrick's Church: 150 Years of Faith. Maysville,
Ky: St. Patrick Church, 1998.
John Klee
ST. PATRICK HIGH SCHOOL, MAYS

VILLE. St. Patrick High School, located on the
corner of Limestone and Fourth Sts. in downtown

Maysville, has operated there since 1926. St. Pat
rick Catholic Church had supported education in
Maysville since the 1860s, and a day and boarding
school, St. Francis de Sales Academy, also in
Maysville, served Catholic girls from 1864 until
1899. St. Patrick High School was an extension of a
parochial school system established by the St. Pat.
rick Catholic Church in 1902. Rev. P. M. Jones was

the pastor who oversaw the expansion of the
school's offerings into high school, and the Sisters
of St. Francis of Clinton, Iowa, operated the school
until 1988. From 1926 to 1995, the principal at the
school was a religious or a priest.
The first high school class enrolled in 1926, and
four years later three boys and six girls graduated.
Since that time the high school has enrolled be
tween 60 and 100 students annually. The high
school shares a building with the other grades of
fered by the school. That school building was first
constructed in 1948, and sizable additions were

completed in 1956 and 1999. St. Patrick High School
offers a complete program of study, although it is

(C.M.E.) denomination, of which there was at least

one congregation in Newport; however, there is a
difference between the two denominations. In

February 1880 the A.M.E. congregation, under the
leadership of Rev. Henry Harris, dedicated the re
cently leased and repaired church previously pas
tored by Peter H. Jeffries, a Lutheran minister. The
building was in Newport at the corner of Mayo St.
and Central Ave. In April 1884, at the Kentucky
Methodist conference held in Covington, Rev.
H. G. Jenkins was appointed pastor of the A.M.E.
Church in Newport.
In June 1901 a new A.M.E. church was dedi

cated in Newport along Saratoga St. The following
year, the famous singing group African Mission
ary Singers was engaged by Rev. J. H. Clark, for
merly of the Payne Theological Seminary, Wilber
force, Ohio, pastor at the A.M.E. church. The
singers performed at the camp meeting held at
Nelson Place in East Newport. In July Tanner's
Chapel was the name first given to the A.M.E.
church at 714 Saratoga St. In August Rev. J. W. Fra
zier, presiding elder of the Lexington district
A.M.E. church, preached and served Communion
at the Saratoga St. church. In September the
church's annual festival was held at Memorial Hall
next to the church.

In December 1905 the A.M.E. church negoti
ated to purchase the former Corpus Christi
Catholic Church on Chestnut St. in Newport.
The church had been abandoned for several years
after the Catholics opened a new church in town at

792

ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH

Ninth and Isabella Sts. The A.M.E. congregation
purchased the property for $2,000. Rev. J. R. Rooks,
who had served as pastor of Tanner's Chapel for
less than a year, was instrumental in this purchase,
completed in January 1906; afterward the church
building on Saratoga St. was abandoned. In April a
large celebration and formal opening of the newly
acquired church building was held, with Rev. J. W.
Frazier in town again to deliver the sermon.
From 1908 to 1917, church services continued

to be held at the A.M.E. church on Chestnut St. By
1914 the congregation's name had changed from
Tanner's Chapel to St. Paul A.M.E. Church. By
1923 St. Paul A.M.E. Church had moved to 210 W.

Seventh St. in Newport, and Rev. Elmer Reid was
pastor. On October 4, 1925, at the Kentucky Con
ference of A.M.E. Churches held in Danville, Ky.,
Rev. D. C. Carter was made pastor of St. Paul
A.M.E. Church. Carter died in 1926, and Rev. Ed

ward J. McCoo was appointed his successor. In
1942 W. M. Mitchell served as pastor and from
1944 through 1946, Rev. J. L. Madison served. In
the eight years between 1948 and 1954, various
ministers attended to the spiritual needs of the
congregation.
On Sunday evening, March 28, 1954, the
Wright Gold musical ensemble from Cincinnati
was brought by the St. Paul A.M.E. Church's cur
rent pastor, Eugene Russell, to perform. On Octo
ber 14, 1959, the Kentucky Annual Conference of
A.M.E. Churches held in Lexington appointed
Rev. F. L. Durden as pastor at St. Paul A.M.E.
Church. The following year, on October 16, at the
same conference held again in Lexington, Rev.
M. H. Johnson was appointed pastorat St. Pauland
served until replaced in late 1963 by Rev. Edgar L.

ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH. During
2004 the St. Paul Catholic Church in Florence, Ky.,
celebrated its 130th anniversary. However, the first
Catholic presence in Florence actually dates from
nearly a quarter of a century before St. Paul Catho
lic Church was founded. A Catholic stonemason,
Cornelius Ahern, volunteered his house in 1851 as

a place where local Catholics could meet. Thomas
Butler, the pastor at St. Mary Church in Coving
ton, traveled to the Ahern house once every three
weeks to celebrate Mass. In September 1855, con
struction began on a church building at Shelby and
Center Sts. in Florence, with Ahern as the primary
builder. Members of the Know-Nothing Party, a
virulently anti-Catholic political group, tried to
stop construction of the church, but various pa
rishioners guarded the construction site during
evenings. The church was dedicated in June 1856,
and a Catholic mass was held once per month. The
church was a mission church until Rev. Joseph
Bent became its first resident priest in 1874. Bent
also started a parish school and taught all of the
classes.

St. Paul Catholic Church served a wide geo
graphical area, including Elsmere, Independence,
Verona, and Warsaw as well as Florence. In the

early 1900s, the church had 47 families, 33 of them
English-speaking and 14 German-speaking, for a
total of 185 parishioners. A brick Gothic Revival
church was completed in 1911 on the Dixie High
way, and the old frame church building was con
verted into a parish meeting hall. In 1921 a parish
festival was held for the first time; the festival

proved to be a popular annual event.
The parish school closed in 1913, but reopened
in September 1923 with 25 students. Sister Mary

terrazzo floors. The old church building was de
molished, and a plaza area was created in its
place.

The St. Paul School also went through changes.
The first lay teachershired by the school were Helen
Kiffmeyer, in 1958, and Rita Zint, in 1959. Addi
tional lay teachers joined the faculty as the decade

of the 1960s progressed. A school board was set up
for the school during the mid-1960s.

St. Paul Catholic Church continued to grow in
the 1970s, and so did the areas it served, as the new

Florence Mall opened. The facilities of the parish
grew also: a new addition was added to the school,
which included a gymnasium, a cafeteria, and a
kitchen. The school also doubled as a parish center,
named for Msgr. Carlin, and was dedicated as such
on November 2, 1980. The school continues to

grow and flourish.
In 1987 Angie Adams was hired as St. Paul
Catholic Church's first youth minister. The youth
ministry grew steadily, and in 1991 it joined with
St. Henry Catholic Church in Erlanger to form
a combined prayer-centered youth group known
as the Youth Knights. In 1992 the Youth Knights
reached its peak membership, attracting close to
100 teenagers per week. For many years following,
it was not uncommon to see 50 teenage youths in
side the Carlin Center in Florence on Thursday
nights. In 1989 a number of St. Paul Catholic
Church parishioners joined the newly formed St.
Timothy Catholic Church in Union but continued
to send their children to St. Paul's School. St. Paul's

parish, at that time, had 1,700 families.
Thomas Sacksteder became pastor of St. Paul's
in January 2000. In August of that year, a new ad
dition to the school was dedicated that added three

Mack.

Irene Schwartz, OSB, a member of St. Paul Catho

classrooms and three meeting rooms.

Mack was one of the most active pastors
within the local African American community.
He helped organize and led the Northern Ken
tucky delegation from Boone, Campbell, and
Kenton counties in the 1964 Civil Rights March
on Frankfort. Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and the
legendary baseball player Jackie Robinson led an
estimated 10,000 persons in the march. In 1971

lic Church and the first parishioner to enter reli
gious life, was the school's first principal, Sr. Irene,
an excellent teacher, was so forceful a presence that

Archives of the Diocese of Covington, Catholic Cen
ter, Erlanger, Ky.

Mack led a delegation of Northern Kentucky
clergy to attend the funeral of Whitney M. Young
Jr., a Kentucky native who had been executive di
rector of the National Urban League. In 1983 Rev.
R. Mitchell arrived at St. Paul A.M.E. Church as

its last pastor. In the late 1980s, the church was
dissolved owing to a lack of members. A vacant
lot now occupies the space where the church once
stood.

“Church Notes,” KSI, February 28, 1880, 1.
Covington and Newport City Directories, 1894.
“Freedom! Freedom! Freedom!" KE, March 6, 1964, 2.

“Kentucky Rites Set for Young," KE, March 16,
1971, 16.

“King Marched in Frankfort in 1964, KPJanuary 20,
2003, 4K.

she made the Ku Klux Klan back down from

threats they had been making to other teachers.
She served as the principal until 1935 and returned
to serve the school again from 1964 to 1972. The
Benedictine order provided the entire faculty for
the new school in its early years, and 72 sisters
worked for St. Paul's parish school over the years.
Thirteen other nuns from the order succeeded Sr.

Irene as school principals. By 1929 the school had
43 students, a number that remained constant over
the next decade.

St. Paul Catholic Church's parish experienced
a period of growth during the post-World War II
period. For 30 years Msgr. Edward Carlin served
as pastor, from 1940 until 1970. School enroll

ence, Ky., boxes 1,2,3,5.

Rob Langenderfer
ST. PAUL CHRISTIAN CHURCH. On May 1,
1847, a small group of German Protestants met in
Covington to form the St. Paul German Evange
lical Church. Several weeks later, the group pur
chased a lot at 11th and Banklick Sts. in town for

$150. A small frame house of worship was soon
constructed on the lot, and their first service was

held there on August 29, 1847. The church's first
pastor was a local resident, Rev. Henry Christian
Dolle; he conducted services in German. The new

church was quite successful and within a few years

down half of the cost before construction started

by selling land that the church owned. The new
church, dedicated on May 5, 1963, featured an as
sembly hall, five classrooms, and a hand-carved
Italian crucifix, as well as a wooden ceiling and

Theodore H. H. Harris

St. Paul Parish Records, St. Paul Catholic Church, Flor

ing was added to the original building in 1951.
The church community and Carlin saw the need
for the church to expand, Carlin was also a good,
tightly focused financial manager. When money
was needed for the new church, he was able to put

“Sale Is Under Way; Old Corpus Christi Church Is to
1905, 5.

ence, Kentucky, 1856–1931. Covington, Ky: Matt. J.
Crolley, 1931.

ment increased, and a modern new school build

“Newport News," KTS, August 25, 1902, 3.
Become Africa M.E. Church,” KP, December 6,

Diamond Jubilee Celebration, St. Paul Church, Flor

outgrew its building. A large, impressive brick edi
fice was then built on the same site and was dedi

cated on April 26, 1868. Over the years, several ad
ditions were made to the building, and it served the
needs of the congregation well for the next 100
years.

In 1923 the church purchased a parsonage in
Covington at 1521 Holman St. for their pastor at the
time, Rev. Philip Wiggerman. He served faithfully

St. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
ST. PAULLUTHERAN CHURCH. The St. Paul
Lutheran Church at Chatham in Bracken Co.

traces its roots back to the last quarter of the 19th
century when an itinerant minister, a Rev. Andes,
traveled to one-room schoolhouses throughout
the county. The people he served called a perma
nent minister, William Roper, and constructed a
church near Locust Creek where Ky. Rt. 9 (the AA
Highway), and the Augusta-Berlin Rd. intersect
today. Twenty-seven families, primarily of Ger
man heritage, dedicated the building in 1884 as the
First German Protestant Church. In about 1900,

the church joined the Lutheran Joint Synod of
Ohio with the name Trinity Evangelical Lutheran
Church.

United Church of Christ. In 1959 a new parsonage
was purchased at 23 Buttermilk Pk in Lakeside

Under the pastorate of H. W. Foster, a new
church building was built in the Chatham area
near the parsonage. It was dedicated, along with a
new name for the church, St. Paul Evangelical Lu
theran Church, on December 23, 1928. By 1930,
the "old" church building on the Augusta-Berlin
Rd. had been sold and the congregation had joined
the American Lutheran Church Synod.
Over the next 40 years, the St. Paul Lutheran
Church's members not only made numerous
changes and improvements to the building; they
also altered the church's customs. One striking ad
dition to the new church building was the stained
glass window at the front, depicting the Good
Shepherd. Donations from the profits of the
women members' egg sales helped to purchase it.
Over the past 75 years, the women of the congrega
tion have played important roles in the small
church community. During preparations for the

Park, for $18,500.

first service at the new St. Paul Lutheran Church,

By the 1960s, the neighborhood around the
Covington church building had begun to decline
and many of the members had moved away to the
suburbs. In 1962 the congregation purchased a 72
acre site on Fort Henry Dr. in Lookout Heights
(now Fort Wright), where they intended to build a

members broke with custom and agreed that men
and women should no longer sit separately on op
posite sides of the church, but should sit together
during services. In 1999 the first woman member

St. Paul German Evangelical Church, 11th and
Banklick Sts., Covington.
at the church for the next 35 years. When he resigned
as pastorin December 1958, the parsonage was sold
to him for a nominal sum. St. Paul joined the Evan
gelical SynodofMorth Americain 1934 and changed
its name to St. Paul Evangelical and Reformed
Church. In 1957 the church affiliated itself with

new, modern church. In 1966 architects from Wil

liam F. Brown and Associates of Newport drew
plans for a new structure. Ground was broken on
May 21, 1967, and the completed building was ded
icated on October 28, 1968. The sanctuary, which
has exposed-brick walls, can seat 350, and there is
also a large fellowship hall. Plenty of parkingspace
is available. By 1977 the active membership of the
church was about 275. In December 1964 the par
sonage on Buttermilk Pk, was sold, and the church
began providing the pastor with a housing allow
ance, which permitted him to live anywhere he
chose.

In 1998 the congregation withdrew from the
United Church of Christ. It subsequently joined

By the 1970s, St. Paul Lutheran Church was
finding it difficult to keep a full-time pastor. It
joined into an agreement with Trinity Lutheran
Church in Maysville, whereby they share one pas
torbetween the two parishes, an arrangement that

21, 1977.6K.

St. Paul's Episcopal Church was the place of
worship for Newport's founding family, the Tay
lors. Col. James Taylor Jr. donated the land on
which it was built. This is also where members

of the prominent Wiedemann family attended
church, and George Wiedemann Jr. was deeply
involved there until his death at the young age of
35 in 1901. From this church many of Newport's
leaders were buried, such as the lawyer Col.
George Washington, in 1905; a son-in-law of
Taylor, Col. James Abert; and Taylor's wife,
Lucy Taylor. It was the first Episcopal church in
the United States to have a vested choir, and

when the Episcopal diocese of Lexington was
formed in 1896, St. Paul's Episcopal Church in
Newport was its largest congregation. For the
past 35 years, it has been home to the St. Paul's
Episcopal Church Child Care Center. The church
also has provided a meeting place for Alcoholics
Anonymous.
Over the years, St. Paul's Episcopal Church has
been an important part of the vibrant Episcopal
community in Northern Kentucky, consisting of
St. Paul's, Trinity Episcopal Church in Coving
ton, St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Fort
Thomas, and Grace Episcopal Church in Florence.
Barr, Frances Keller. Ripe to the Harvest. History of the
Episcopal Diocese of Lexington, 1895–1995. Lexing
ton, Ky: Diocese of Lexington, 1995.
Kreimer, Peggy. "St. Paul's to Get Facelift," KP, May
21, 2001, 1K.
Swinford, Francis Keller, and Rebecca Smith Lee.

Great Elm Tree: Heritage of the Episcopal Dio
cese of Lexington. Lexington, Ky: Faith House
Press, 1969.

John West
St. PAUL's UNITED CHURCH of Christ.

Opened in 1850, this church was originally lo
cated about 500 feet from the southeast corner

of Jefferson and Main Sts. in Alexandria. The

established the church in 1875 continue as mem

bers today.

The name was in German, as were all records and

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County. Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky:

services held at the time. The transition into using
English for the guild's name did not begin until

counties. St. Paul became a part of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America in January 1988. The
church celebrated its 125th anniversary in Septem
ber, 2000. Many descendants of the families that

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.

Millie Bush

1909.

The church's membership increased to exceed
the facility's capacity, so in 1900 a new building was
constructed on the northwest corner of Main and

ST. PAULSEPISCOPAL CHURCH. Founded

"St. Paul Burns Mortgage." KP, November 21, 1978,8K.
"St. Paul Has Survived Plenty in 130 Years," KP. May

about 90 members.

German Protestants who constructed the log
meetinghouse also built a school and a parsonage
on Greenup St. The first pastor was Rev. Sinnig,
who helped the congregation petition the neigh
boring residents for money to build the church.
The membership grew quickly, and in 1899 the
Lydia Verein, or Ladies Guild, was established.

has been successful in rural Mason and Bracken

Paul Christian Church.

KP August 11, 1986,4K.

August 1873, and a parish house was added in
1929. In 2005 St. Paul's Episcopal Church had

of the church council was named.

the Disciples of Christ and changed its name to St.
Hundredth Anniversary 1847–1947. St. Paul Evangeli
cal Church, Covington, Kentucky Covington, Ky:
St. Paul Evangelical Church, 1947.
Reis, Jim. "Northern Kentucky Protestant Churches."
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on Easter Sunday in 1844, St. Paul's Episcopal
Church is located at the corner of Court and York

Sts. in Newport. It is part of the Episcopal Diocese
of Lexington. The present Gothic Revival church
building, of stone construction with a soaring bell
tower, was designed by J. R. Neff. Its cornerstone
was laid in June 1871; the church was completed in

Jefferson Sts. In 1906 a new parsonage and school
building were constructed behind the church, and
the old buildings were sold.
An argument between the pastor and the con
gregation over funds exploded in 1922 into a legal
battle. The court fight was top local news for the
months that it lasted, and a suspicious fire in 1923
destroyed all of the church's documents. Rev. Paul
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ST, PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, DAYTON

Roediger, who was the pastor under scrutiny, even
tually resigned, and after a time the church re
sumed normal activities.

St. Paul's Church had been an independent
church, but in 1931 it joined the Evangelical Synod
of North America. It was because of a subsequent
series of mergers undergone by that body that the
name of the church became St. Paul's United

St. Paul United Church of Christ. One-Hundredth

Anniversary: October 6–13, 1963. Dayton, Ky., St.
Paul United Church of Christ.

Elizabeth Comer Williams

erty in Newport at 24 E. Eighth St. was sold and
currently is used as a parking lot. In 1957, at the

national level, the Evangelical and Reformed
Church merged with the Congregational Chris
tian Church to form the United Church of Christ.
Thus, the name of the local church became St.

ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST,
FORT THOMAS. In 1862, 31 members of the

Paul United Church of Christ.
United Church of Christ. “St. Paul United Church of

Church of Christ.

The church building of 1900 was remodeled
during the early 1970s, and St. Paul's United
Church of Christ still holds its services there. As of

St. John's Evangelical Protestant Church at Sev
enth and Columbia Sts. in Newport (see St. John

Christ"www.uccwebsites.net/stpauluccftthomasky
.html (accessed May, 2005).

United Church of Christ) left to form a new
Donald E. Grosenbach

2000 the church had approximately 375 members.
The congregation continues to participate in vari
ous philanthropic activities; it works with the Boy

church. On December 27, 1862, they organized the
St. Paul's German United Evangelical Protestant
Church. The congregation acquired a vacant frame
Methodist church in Newport at 24 E. Eighth St.

Scouts and the Girl Scouts, and members volun

as their new home and held their first service on

Ky. Rt. 36 in Carroll Co., four miles from Milton

teer to work at a local soup kitchen.

February 3, 1863. A new pipe organ was purchased
a few months later for $550. Later, they erected a
parochial school building to instruct their children

(in Trimble Co.), this church can be traced to

"Answer Filed in Church Litigation," KTS, March 22,
1923, 33.

about their faith and to teach them the German

Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,
Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
“Church of the Week," KP September 16, 2004,8K.
“17-Year Mission Seeks Volunteers–Church Mem

bers Hand Out Food," KE, june 13, 2005, 3B.
Elizabeth Comer Williams

ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST,
DAYTON. The St. Paul United Church of Christ

language. This school was continued until public
school education became available in Newport.
By 1882 the congregation had built and dedicated
a new church building at the same site. In 1884 a
new pipe organ replaced the original organ, and in
1892, the church purchased a residence at 805
Monroe St. in Newport to be used as a parsonage.
The church celebrated its 50th anniversary on
April 6, 1913. The church and parsonage were re

painted, the organ was rebuilt and enlarged, and
opened in 1863 so that Dayton, Ky., residents
could attend services closer to home than New

port. The first church meetings were held at the

new art-glass windows were installed in the sanc
tuary. At that time the congregation numbered
550 families. The Bible school had an enrollment

home of Frank Tinneman, one of the three men

of 938 students, the choir had 30 members, the

who helped bring the church into being. Later, the
meetings were moved to the public school, then to
the Presbyterian Church on Third St. in Dayton.
This site, rented for $25 a year, was used from 1863

Ladies Aid Society had 203 members, and the
Young People Society had 80. In 1918 the word
German was removed from the church's name,
and German services were discontinued. One

to 1869.

In 1864 the congregation elected its first pastor,
Carl Clausen, who served until 1880. That same

year, the Ladies' Aid Society, also known as the
Frauenverein, was organized. Construction began
on a new church building along Third St. in 1868.
This building was used until 1915, when a new
church, needed to accommodate church growth,
was built on nearby Fourth Ave.
The St. Paul Church joined the Evangelical
Synod of North America in 1885, which merged
with the Reformed Church in 1938, causing the
local church's name to be changed to the St. Paul
Evangelical and Reformed Church Dayton. In
1961 a denominational merger with the Congrega
tional Christian Churches changed the church's
name again to the current one, St. Paul United
Church of Christ Dayton.
In 1993 the St. Paul United Church of Christ

Dayton celebrated its 130th anniversary with
many activities and church services. The current
pastor, James Hill, who has served the church
since 1990, reports that although the St. Paul
Church continues with its services each week, the

membership is struggling as people move away
from Dayton.
DeVroomen, Sacha. "St. Paul's Marks 130th Anniver

sary." KP October 30, 1993, 9K.

year later, after a peace between the United States
and Germany had been signed, ending World
War I, the German-language service was reintro
duced on a monthly basis; beginning in 1942, it
was held only once a year, on Good Friday, and
then two years later it was eliminated entirely. The
church became affiliated with the Evangelical
Synod of North America in 1923. The church's
steeple, which had been weakened during a storm
in 1891, was removed in 1925. A new parsonage
was purchased nearby at 801 Overton St. in New
port. On June 14, 1931, the church's present three
manual Kilgen organ, costing $9,000, was ac
quired. Along with other churches in Newport,
St. Paul's assisted in aiding the homeless during
the flood of 1937. Later that year, the church be
came an active partner in the development of
Camp Sunshine for the underprivileged, located
near Mentor in eastern Campbell Co. In 1943 St.
Paul's Church merged with the Evangelical and
Reformed Church. That was when St. Paul's

joined with other Newport Protestant churches
in organizing the Week Day School of Reli
gion. In 1957 the congregation laid the corner
stone for a new building on 13 acres of property
located half in Newport and half in Fort Thomas.
Today, the church is positioned between Grand
and Newman Aves, at 1 Churchill Dr. The prop

ST. PETER LUTHERAN CHURCH. Located
in the rural area known as Hunter's Bottom on

1848, when the Detmer family moved down the
Ohio River from Rising Sun, Ind., to Hunter's
Bottom, Ky., and found John Obertate and other
recent German immigrants living nearby in Car
roll Co. The Hopewell Methodist Church gave
permission for a Lutheran congregation to use
their meetinghouse at Hunter's Bottom for Sun
day afternoon services, and the congregation
hired Rev. Mueller, pastor of the German Evan
gelical and Reform congregation that dated back
to 1841 at Madison, Ind. When Hopewell Meth
odist moved its building to high ground at Locust
in 1895, the German American community wor
shipped at the Hopewell School at Hunter's Bot
tom, and within a year the group purchased land
and built a church adjacent to the Hopewell
School. The building committee included Johann
Obertódler (Obertate), C. Fred Thiemann, and
Frank Thiemann.
The 1896 church constitution written under

supervision of the committee—Friedrich Detmer,
Heinrich Hotfil, and Karl Walkenhorst—declared

the congregation at Hunter's Bottom to be an in
dependent German Evangelical Protestant
Church; it required that pastors preach in Ger
man and that the school teach children the Ger

man language. The church was completely con
gregational in structure; the pastor did not have
voting privileges, and only males were official
members. A three-person executive committee
ran the church, with a new person elected to the
committee each year. All decisions were made by
congregational vote, usually after church on Sun
days. In June 1928 a new constitution required
church minutes to be written in English and
church services to be held in English. It also ex
tended the right to vote in congregational matters
to women.

The original church building, constructed on a
grassy knoll by members of the congregation, was
funded by a $400 loan from Ernst Thiemann at
5 percent interest. Each month there was a slight
surplus used for debt repayment. During the 1990
renovations, which required resetting the doors, it
was discovered that there was no true square in the
original building; all measurements in 1896 were
apparently eyeballed. The church has a bell tower
equipped with the original 1896 brass bell from
Germany; the constitution required the sexton to

ST. PIUS X CATHOLIC CHURCH

toll the bell one hour before and again just before
Sunday services; on the feast days of Christmas,
Easter, Pentecost, and Whitsunday, and for funer

als. The roof is slate, and the 33-foot-high interior

Buhlig, Dorothy, “History Notes of St. Peter Lutheran
Church,” August 1977, St. Peter Lutheran Church,
Hunter's Bottom, Ky.
Daubendis, Frederick.50th Anniversary Bulletin of
Hunters Bottom Lutheran Church, June 30, 1946,

ceiling has 12-inch decorative tin squares; the
Gothic windows along both sides of the church
had late Victorian tinted glass, which in the 1950s
was changed to clear glass. One stained-glass win
dow, still intact, was placed high above the altar,

St. Peter Lutheran Church, Hunter's Bottom, Ky.
“The 1896 Constitution of the German Evangelical
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ioners by priests from other churches. A cemetery
was attached to this site, which remains in use to

day. A former sisters' convent remains on the site
also. In 1869 a rectory was built, and the first resi
dent priest, Rev. John Beck, came to the parish. In
1877 he helped begin construction of a new church

Protestant St. Peter Lutheran Church, Hunters

foundation, which was completed three years later.

Bottom, Ky.," translated from original German, St.
Peter Lutheran Church, Hunter's Bottom, Ky.

Under the leadership of Bishop Augustus Toebbe,
the Sisters of St. Benedict came to staff the par

and a smaller round window was mounted above

St. Peter Lutheran Church Minutes, March 8, 1896, to

ish school in 1882, and a convent was erected.

the entrance door. A deep balcony was constructed
above the narthex. The original carved church
pews were painted white with black trim in the
1990 renovation. Ornately carved 36-inch altar
candlesticks came from Germany. The pulpit orig
inally was deeply carved and raised high above and
behind the altar. The high pulpit was lowered and
the altar moved against the back wall in 1928. The
original sanctuary had intricate Victorian sets
of gaslight globe chandeliers suspended from the
center rafter down the center aisle. A drawing from

June 1901, St. Peter Lutheran Church, Hunter's

Under Rev. Joseph Schaefer, renovations and new
constructions continued during the late 1800s and
early 1900s. A new and larger school replaced the
previous school building. Additions and renova
tions occurred at the church and at the pastor's

1946 shows two rows of neo-Gothic electric cathe

dral lights suspended over the pews rather than the
center aisle.

The church was built perpendicular to the
Ohio River and now lies close to Ky. Rt. 36; how
ever, the original Hunter's Bottom turnpikehugged
the Ohio River bank several hundred yards away.
During the flood of 1937, the water rose to the
eaves of the church and did extensive damage to
the building; the congregation restored the build
ing and furnishings by 1940. The flood of 1997
reached the top of the steps leading into the sanc
tuary. The basement of the education building also
flooded that year. Through a grant from the Evan
gelical Lutheran Church in America, St. Peter Lu
theran Church underwent a major restoration in

Bottom, Ky.

Thiemann, Mrs. Martin. “History of St. Peter Lu
theran Church," ca. 1986, St. Peter Lutheran

Church, Hunter's Bottom, Ky.
Vedell, Robert. 75th Anniversary Bulletin of St. Pe
ter Lutheran Church, June 27, 1971, St. Peter Lu

theran Church, Hunter's Bottom, Ky.
Diane Perrine Coon

ST. PHILIP CATHOLIC CHURCH. Formany
years, the Catholics of Melbourne were part of St.
Joseph Parish in Camp Springs. With the permis
sion of Covington bishop Camillus P. Maes, Rev.
Joseph Haustermann, pastor of St. Joseph, began
building a small church in Melbourne to meet the
needs of the people there. The cornerstone was laid
on November 8, 1908, but construction was halted

house. Moreland, about 2.5 acres, was added to the
cemetery property.

During the early 1950s, a new church was
needed to accommodate the growing membership.
However, the Holy Guardian Angels Parish expe
rienced frequent flooding, so a new site was de
sired. In 1954 the brothers Lawrence and Bernard

Gripsover donated to the parish 23 acres on the
upper rise of Dudley Rd. in Edgewood, for a new
church site. This is the current location of the

church. Bishop William T. Mulloy issued a de
cree of establishment, allowing the parish to move
from the former Holy Guardian Angels parish in

when Maes decided that costs had become too

Sanfordtown to a new location. Bishop Mulloy re

high for the already-indebted parish to bear. A
year later, under the new pastor of St. Joseph, Rev.

quested that the parish change its name to St. Pius
X, in recognition of the newly canonized saint, a
famous pope who lived at the turn of the 20th cen
tury. A groundbreaking was held May 29, 1955, for

Charles Woeste, the congregation again took up
the work. The church was completed in 1910, and
the dedication occurred on May 16 of that year.
The church was named St. Philip and was made a
separate parish with Rev. Charles Rolfes as its first
pastor. A rectory for the pastor was completed in

the combination church-school now named St.

Pius X. Bishop Mulloy appointed Rev. Hugh Mil
ligan as the pastor of the new St. Pius X parish
when the pastor of the Sanfordtown Guardian An
gels parish, Father Jobst, retired. The new church
school construction began on March 15, 1956, and
was completed in 1958. On May 31, 1958, the last
mass was offered at the Holy Guardian Angels
church. The next day the first mass was said in the
new church. The new school opened September 3,

1990.

1912. The Sisters of Divine Providence from

The original church cemetery was located on
the farm of August Raker. In 1931 a cemetery as
sociation was established, with grounds on the hill
above the church. Graves were moved from the

nearby St. Anne Convent staffed a small school
that was conducted in a room partitioned off in
the back of the church. A separate school building,
including living quarters for the teaching sisters,

Raker farm to the new site, and in the 1940s the

was built in 1925. Parishioners built a wooden

cemetery association became an independent

parish hall in 1923, and the students began a tradi
tion of staging school plays there. St. Philip re
mains a small parish today and maintains its own

1958, with an enrollment of 355 students. The new
parish plant, which consisted of the church, 14

school.

blessed and dedicated on November 2, 1958, to St.

Lutheran Church in America (ULCA), St. Peter

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,

Pius X.

maintained its independence until June 1956,
when it joined the Kentucky-Tennessee Synod of
the ULCA as the St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Hunter's Bottom. In April of that year,
the new education building was dedicated. And
in 1958 the congregation adopted the Lutheran
Service Book and Hymnal. St. Peter joined the
Indiana-Kentucky LCA (Lutheran Church in
America) Synod when that synod was formed in

Kentucky. Covington, Ky. Diocese of Covington,

community group.

Although the congregation received most of
its pastors from the Indiana Synod of the United

1954.

St. Philip Church Diamond Jubilee. Melbourne, Ky:
St. Philip Catholic Church, 1985.
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

classrooms, a convent area, and a rectory, was

Father Milligan retired in 1981, and Father
Paul Tenhundfeld was appointed the new pastor.
He implemented the idea of “shared responsibil
ity," whereby the parishioners assumed leadership
roles in the parish community through formation
of various committees. In 1982, when Vatican II

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky. The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.

parish arrangement with Resurrection Lutheran
at Madison, Ind. In recent years, St. Peter has
used the 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship Service
but has received its pastors from Lutheran,
United Church of Christ, and Episcopal tradi

ST. PIUS X CATHOLIC CHURCH. The pre
decessor of this modern-day church in Edgewood
was the Holy Guardian Angels Parish. In 1856,
early settlers built a log cabin for a Catholic school

called for spiritual renewal, Father Tenhundfeld
started the Renew program, and more than 1,000
parishioners participated. In 1983 the Parish
Council was formed and began to integrate all par
ish activities. The council planned for a new church
and for renovations and additions to the parish.
On March 1, 1987, ground was broken for the pres
ent freestanding church, which was completed in

near Horse Branch Creek in Sanfordtown, near

1988.

tions. At least seven current members of the

what is currently the intersection of Dudley Rd.

church are descendants of the original charter

and Madison Pk. Because there was no church

members.

building, Mass was offered in homes of the parish

Rev. Douglas Fortner was appointed the new
pastor in 1990, following Father Tenhundfeld's
retirement. In 1999 Rev. Robert Wehage was

Thomas S. Ward

1962 and from 1976 to 1990 formed a two-church
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SAINTS BONIFACE AND JAMES CATHOLIC CHURCH

appointed pastor. Under his guidance, the church
membership grew rapidly. A large addition to the
school and parish facilities, along with other re
pairs and renovations, was completed on June 6,
2004, more than doubling the parish school, ad
ministration, and recreational space. Today St.
Pius X Catholic Church is a community of about
7,700 persons.

Ott, James. Seekers of the Everlasting Kingdom: A Brief
History of the Diocese of Covington. Strasbourg,
France: Éditions du Signe, 2002.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky.; Diocese of Covington,
1954.

St. Pius X. www.stpiusX.com (accessed April 3, 2006).
St. Pius X Church, 1955–2005. Chattanooga, Tenn.,
2006.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Steven D. Jaeger
SAINTS BONIFACE AND JAMES CATHO
LIC CHURCH. The Saints Boniface and James

Catholic Church resulted from the 1980 merger of
two Ludlow parishes, one with a German heritage
and the other with an Irish heritage.
Catholics of German and Irish descent began
establishing homes in the city of Ludlow in Kenton
Co. during the 1850s. German Catholics were also
farming along the Pleasant Run Turnpike (pres
ently Bromley-Crescent Springs Rd.) south of the
city. In 1870 the German-Catholic population of
the area petitioned Bishop Augustus Maria Toebbe
of the Diocese of Covington to establish a new par
ish, and in spring 1872, ground was broken on Ad
ela Ave. in Ludlow for the new St. Boniface Church.

The building, housing a school and a priest's resi
dence on the first floor and a church on the second,
was dedicated on November 3, 1872.

Herman J. Kramer became pastor of St. Boni
face Parish in 1884. Under his guidance, the parish
flourished. Lay teachers staffed the parish school
from 1872 to 1890; then in 1890 Kramer arranged
for the Sisters of Divine Providence to teach in

the parish school. Classes were conducted in both
English and German for many years, and the use of
the German language was not entirely discontin
ued until 1920. Kramer also guided the construc
tion of a new Romanesque Revival St. Boniface
Church. Bishop Camillus P. Maes dedicated the
new edifice, designed by architect John Boll, a Lud
low resident, on August 13, 1893. The building was
extensively damaged by a tornado in 1915, but pa
rishioners raised the necessary funds and repaired
the structure, which was rededicated by Bishop
Ferdinand Brossart in 1916. In 1928 the parish
purchased a home in Ludlow on Church St. for use
as a residence for the pastor. Other developments
during this era included the complete renovation
of the parish school, the establishment of a parish
drama society, and the creation of a St. Vincent de
Paul society. Enrollment in the parish school
reached a peak during the 1930s with nearly 200
students.

The English-speaking Catholics of Ludlow
initially attended either St. Ann Parish in nearby
West Covington or St. Boniface Church. In 1886
James Kehoe, pastor of St. Ann Parish, began orga
nizing these people into a second Ludlow Catholic

congregation, made up primarily of people ofIrish
ancestry. The parish purchased the Armory Hall
on Carneal St. in 1887 and renovated the building
for use as a church. Bishop Maes dedicated the new
St. James Church on May 1, 1887. St. James School
was established in 1893 in the old Odd Fellows

Hall on Oak St., and the Sisters of Charity of Naza
reth agreed to staff the school. During its first year
of operation, it enrolled 125 students.
Thomas D. Kehoe was appointed pastor of St.
James Parish in 1894 and remained in that posi
tion until his death in 1921. Under his guidance, a
new Gothic Revival–style church was built on Oak
St. in 1903–1904 and dedicated by Bishop Maeson
October 9, 1904. A new St. James School was con
structed in 1911 and dedicated on March 18, 1912.

Both the church and the school were designed by
local architect Walter Sheblessy. A new parish rec
tory followed in 1922. Between 1928 and 1948, St.
James Parish operated the coeducational St. James
High School, which was housed in a small addition
to the church, a nearby cottage, and on the first
floor of the parish rectory. During its early years of
operation, lay teachers and diocesan clergy staffed
the school. For many years, Ruth Kelley held the
position of principal. In 1942 the Sisters of Charity

of Nazareth took over the staffing of the high
school. Leo Egbring, who served as pastor of St.
James Parish from 1947 until his retirement in
1977, renovated the church, the school, and the

rectory and purchased additional nearby property
for the parish.
During the post-World War II era, as the
population of Ludlow declined, enrollments at
both St. Boniface and St. James Schools also de

clined. In 1967 the diocese merged the city's two
Catholic educational facilities to form St. James–

St. Boniface Elementary School. Because of low
enrollment, the combined elementary school
closed its doors in 1984. The two Ludlow parishes
were merged in 1980 under the guidance of copas
tors Robert J. Reinke and John Wordeman. The

new parish of Saints Boniface and James was
housed in the former St. James facility. This church
was completely remodeled in 1981–1982.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky. Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Schroeder, David E. United in Faith: A History of

dependent on the parish, although in 1941, bishop
of Covington Francis W. Howard ruled that the
cemetery account had to be kept separate from the
regular parish account. St. Stephen Parish tried to
maintain "perpetual care" of the cemetery. By the
1950s, the cemetery was virtually operated as a di
ocesan cemetery. In 1968 Bishop Richard H. Ack
erman established the Cemetery Office for the Di
ocese of Covington, and St.Stephen Cemetery was
placed under its care as a diocesan cemetery. In the
1970s, the diocese constructed, in stages, a large
garden mausoleum. The new Communion of Saints
Chapel at the cemetery was dedicated by Bishop
Robert W. Muench on September 24, 2000.
Rules and Regulations of the Roman Catholic St. Ste
phen's Cemetery of Newport, Kentucky, 1903. Avail
able at the Archives of the Diocese of Covington,
Erlanger, Ky.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky. The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.

Trauth, Mary Philip. Unpublished sketch of the history
of the cemetery office, 1985, Archives, Diocese of
Covington, Covington, Ky.
Thomas S. Ward

ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH. Soon

after Southgate in Campbell Co., between New
port and Fort Thomas, was established as a city in
1907, Catholic residents in Southgate desired to
have their own parish. Bishop of Covington Fran
cis W. Howard acceded to their wishes and in

1927 created a new parish out of portions of St.
Thomas Catholic Church in Fort Thomas and
St. Francis de Sales and St. Vincent de Paul

parishes in Newport. For the first pastor, he ap
pointed Msgr. Borgias Lehr, who continued in the
position until his death in 1957. Property on Alex
andria Pk. (U.S. 27) that had belonged to the Wie
demann Brewing Company was purchased. A
large resort known as Old Heidelberg on the prop
erty was converted into a church, a school, and a
rectory. On August 21, 1927, the parish celebrated
its first mass in its new worship space. Howard
dedicated the church, officially named St. Therese
of the Infant Jesus, and the school on October 2,

1927. The following day, St. Therese's Feast Day, the
bishop declared the new church to be a diocesan
shrine to the 19th-century saint popularly known
as “The Little Flower."The school began classes that
fall under the direction of the Sisters of St. Bene

the Catholic Church in Ludlow, Kentucky. Lud

low, Ky: Saints Boniface and James parish, 1997.
David E. Schroeder

ST. STEPHEN CEMETERY. In 1854, the same

year that St. Stephen Parish in Newport began, the
St. Stephen Benevolent Graveyard Society was in
corporated. In 1855 the parish bought a plot of
land for a cemetery on Alexandria Pk about four
miles south of the city. St. Stephen Cemetery re
mained in parish hands and remained financially

dict. Howard visited Lisieux, France (hometown
of the saint), in 1929 and obtained relics of St. Ther
ese from a blood sister who was still alive.

The Old Heidelberg was not intended to be a
permanent facility for the St. Therese church. Lehr
planned to develop a full parish plant incremen
tally. Architect Edward J. Schulte's design for one
large interconnected structure was chosen, and the
first stage was the construction of the school
convent section, which was dedicated on January
4, 1953. Lehr did not live to see the completion of

ST. TIMOTHY CATHOLIC CHURCH

over the school in 1967. The parish has grown to

present parishioners trace their family's Catholic
heritage to the former Catholic parishes of New
port and Bellevue. As the social and economic
well-being of these second- and third-generation
Catholics improved during the 1950s and 1960s,
many of them moved from Newport and Bellevue
to the hills overlooking the Ohio River.
St. Thomas Elementary School was founded by

around 1,000 families under Rev. Clarence Heitz

the Sisters of Divine Providence in 1902 and

man, the current pastor.

provided instruction in grades 1-8. Kindergarten
instruction was added in 1985. Starting in the
1960s, with the decline in religious vocations
among the teaching order of nuns, more teaching
duties at St. Thomas School were turned over to lay
instructors. In 2004 St. Thomas School was totally
staffed by lay instructors and served 240 K-8 pu
pils and 44 preschool children. In 1961, when St.
Thomas School reached a high of 1,105 students, all
teachers were nuns. In 1945 the parish founded the
St. Thomas High School. In 1956 a new high school
building was built to house a projected 400 stu
dents. High school enrollment, however, never

the new parish plant. He died on February 5, 1957,
and his successor, Rev. Paul Brinker, saw the proj
ect through to completion. The spacious, modern
church with attached rectory was completed in
1964 and dedicated by Bishop Richard H. Acker
man on June 7, 1964. The old parish building was
demolished. The Sisters of Notre Dame took

Reder, Diane. "Jubilee Cross Visits St. Therese in

Southgate," Messenger, April 14, 2000, 6.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,

Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

St. Therese Church dedication booklet, June 7, 1964,

St. Therese Catholic Church. Southgate, Ky.
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Thomas S. Ward
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St. Thomas High School continued to prosper in
the 1960s, reaching its peak enrollment of 297
students in 1964. Its largest graduating class was
81 students in 1968. Enrollment began to decline
during the early 1970s, mostly due to changing
demographics. With the decreasing number of
religious sisters to draw from as instructors, more
lay teachers had to be hired. The increase of costs,
along with a declining study body, forced the
school to close in 1976. The last class of 40 seniors

graduated in St. Thomas Church on June 1, 1976,
and St. Thomas High School concluded 31 years
of operation. The St. Thomas grade school has
utilized the high school facility since. Although
small by most standards, the St. Thomas High
School was known for academic excellence and

accomplishments in athletics. Most notable was
the boys' basketball program under future multi
ple Hall of Fame coach Ken Shields, who began
his storied career at St. Thomas and whose teams

won 199 games over his 10 seasons (1965–1974) as
coach.

reached that level, and in 1976, with enrollment

“Cornerstone Laid at St. Thomas Site,” KTS, February
ST. THOMAS CATHOLIC CHURCH. Today
Apostle, is located at E. Villa Pl, and S. Fort Thomas
Ave. in Fort Thomas. The parish was founded in
1902 to serve the Catholic population at and
around the Fort Thomas Military Reservation.
Previously, Catholic services had been provided at
various locations nearby, including at the Convent
of the Good Shepherd along Highland Ave. in Fort

down to 180 students, the high school was closed.
In 1978 the original St. Thomas church and
school building, on E. Villa Pl, were renovated.
The building continued to house classrooms, but it
also became a multipurpose social and activity
center for the parish.
St. Thomas has had 10 pastors during its first
102 years: Mathias Leick, 1902–1906; Aloysius J.
Roell, 1906–1917, Martin R. Delaney, 1917–1918;

Thomas.

Thomas Coleman, 1918–1919; Otto Hafen, 1920–

St. Thomas Parish, named for St. Thomas the

In 1901 the Catholics in southern Fort Thomas,

1925; Herbert F. Hillenmeyer, 1925–1968; Thomas

under the leadership of Rev. Mathias Leick, took
the first steps to form a church. They chose four lots

B. Finn, 1968–1981; Charles J. Hoffer, 1981–1989;

at Grand and Tremont Aves., and the lots, owned

John J. Riesenberg, 1989–1999, and William B.
Neuhaus, beginning in 1999.

by Newport attorney Leonard J. Crawford and the
members of the Fitch family, were donated to the
parish. Here, on December 21, 1902, Bishop Ca
millus Maes dedicated St. Thomas's first parish

A History of St. Thomas Parish, 1902 to 1977 Fort
Thomas, Ky: St.Thomas Church, 1977.
Knapp, Paul T. Ft. Thomas Kentucky—Its History.
Fort Thomas, Ky. Fort Thomas Centennial Com

church, built at a cost of $6,500, and blessed the el

ementary school located within the church. In
1921 the parish moved to its present location along
S. Fort Thomas Ave. From 1921 until 2005, the for

was built under the direction of Rev. Herbert

Hillenmeyer at a cost of $250,000 and was dedi
cated by Bishop Francis W. Howard on March
23, 1939. The new church was built in the Ro

manesquestyle: massive, lofty, and cruciform, with
round arches, recessed portals, and a wooden roof.
In 1952 the church's glass windows were replaced
with stained-glass windows; in 1969 the altar area
was remodeled; and in 2002 the grounds were
newly landscaped.
St. Thomas Parish has prospered over theyears,
and in 2004 it served 900 families. Many of these

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Rick Meyers
ST. TIMOTHY CATHOLIC CHURCH. St.

Timothy Catholic Church is located in thriving
western Boone Co. along U.S. 42 at Union, near
Larry A. Ryle High School, on 15 acres belong
ing to the Diocese of Covington (see Roman
Catholics). In 1989 the diocese established this
southern areas of St. Paul Catholic Church in

St. Thomas Church, 2002.
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.

Florence. In March of that year, Bishop William
Hughes appointed Edward Brodnick as the first
pastor. At first, since there was no church building,
the parish used the YMCA facility on Camp Ernst
Rd. and later accepted the Union Presbyterian
Church's offer of space. Ground was broken on
August 27, 1989, for the parish's new multipurpose
building, and on Pentecost Sunday, June 3, 1990,
300 people dedicated the new structure. Immedi
ately, the parish began to reduce its indebtedness as
a prelude to funding construction of a new church.
The St. Timothy parish had begun with 375 fami
lies; by 1999 more than 700 families were parish
members. As the growth continued, the multipur
pose center soon became overcrowded. By May
1997, $1 million had been pledged to a church
building fund and the parish had also retired its

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.

began on the existing multiunit condominium
project at that site.

structure, much like the previous one. This build
ing served St. Thomas Parish until 1939, when the
present church was opened. The 1939 parish church

1954.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

St. Thomas Church, 1902 to 2002. Fort Thomas, Ky:

Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

The first church at E. Villa Pl, and S. Fort
Thomas Ave. was a combination church and school

Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,

parish, which included the former western and

mittee, 1967.

merchurch building was used for apartments; then
in 2005 the first church was razed as construction

20, 1956, 1A.

Reis, Jim. “Changing Times Bypassed Schools,” KP
July 15, 1992,4K.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,

Charles H. Bogart
ST. THOMAS

HIGH SCHOOL. The St.

Thomas High School, which opened just as
World War II ended, was the vision of Msgr.
Herbert F. Hillenmeyer, pastor of St. Thomas
Catholic Church in Fort Thomas. Hillenmeyer
wanted to reverse the flow of parish students who
were opting to attend Highlands High School
in Fort Thomas. He secured Bishop William
Mulloy's permission to initiate only the first year
of the high school, with another class to be added
each year until the program extended to four
years. It officially opened on September 10, 1945,
with an enrollment of 20. By 1949 the student
body consisted of 59 with a staff of 10 teachers. A
new high school facility was dedicated on Sep
tember 9, 1956, and served the parish for 20 years.

recent debt.

In 1996 the parish began a capital campaign,
which resulted in a new church building, dedi
cated in September 1998. Bill Hub was the archi
tect and Hanson Millay Inc. was the construction
manager.
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“Boone County Parishes Experience Growing Pains,”
Messenger, November 1, 1996, 1.
“New Union Parish Holds First Mass at Camp Ernst."
Messenger, July 16, 1989, 1.
“New Union Parish to Be St. Timothy,” Messenger,
April 23, 1989, 1.
“Parish Center Dedicated at St. Timothy," Messenger,

“Decree of Bishop Robert W. Muench,” Messenger,
April 25, 1997, 1.

paign to build a larger church to fit its growing

Minutes of the Diocesan Board of Education meet

ing, March 8, 1984, Archives of the Diocese of Cov

ings of the old complex were incorporated into the
new one. Bishop Roger J. Foys dedicated the new

ington, Covington, Ky.

church on October 6, 2002.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky. Diocese of Covington,
1954.

June 17, 1990, 1.

St. Timothy: The Dedication of St. Timothy Church
Program Booklet, September 27, 1998. Union, Ky.
St. Timothy Catholic Church, 1998.
John Boh

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky. The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.

needs. The old church and some of the other build

“History of St. William Parish, Williamstown," Mes
senger, October 25, 2002, 7A-8A.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.
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CHURCH, NEWPORT. In 1913 Catholic resi
ST. WILLIAM CATHOLIC CHURCH. Ca

Thomas S. Ward

SALEM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH.

Although the people of Clifton had begun rais
ing funds and had purchased property, it was not

tholicism grew slowly at Williamstown in Grant
Co. Priests of the Diocese of Covington (see Ro
man Catholics) from St. Stanislaus Seminary in
White Sulphur ministered at Williamstown for a
time. Bishop Augustus M. Toebbe himself some

until 1916 that Rev. Herman Wetzel, associate

times attended to the small station at William

Salem United Methodist Church. This church was

pastor at St. Stephen Catholic Church, was given
charge of the building project. St. Stephen was
the parish that had previously included Clifton
in its purview. Wetzel then became St. Vincent
de Paul's first pastor. Construction of a small
brick combination church and school began with
a cornerstone-laying ceremony on June 11, 1916,
and was ready for dedication by Bishop Ferdi
nand Brossart on September 17 of that year. The

stown, administering the sacraments in the homes
ofarea Catholics, though the town also allowed the
courthouse to be used for services. In 1893 Bishop

one of Northern Kentucky's German Methodist
Churches. It belonged to the Central German

Camillus P. Maes made Williamstown a mission

should build a church in Williamstown, so St. Luke

of churches made up primarily of German immi
grant families and their descendants; their services
were often conducted in the German language in
the years before the United States entered World

Parish purchased property in Williamstown on

War I.

Main St. in 1900. There, a small church dedicated

Members of the Race St. Methodist Church in

school opened that same fall under the care of

to St. William was built. It was not until 1912, how
ever, that St. William Catholic Church became a

Cincinnati moved to Newport and began to meet
in homes in the area as early as 1842. As the group
increased in number, it began meeting in the old
Campbell Co. Courthouse at Newport. At first,
class leaders William Borcherding, Peter Margue,
and Frank Nuelson, originally from the Race St.
Methodist Church, ministered to the assembly. In
November 1842, the church was organized as the
Newport and Covington Mission with 22 charter

dents of Clifton (now part of Newport) asked to
have their own parish. Bishop Camillus P.
Maes gave his permission for a church and
school, but he died in 1915, before it was built.

the Sisters of Divine Providence. During the
1920s, an addition was built onto the school and

of St. Luke Parish in Nicholasville. St. Luke's pas
tor, Rev. George Bealer, decided that his parish

a separate rectory and convent were constructed.
A new church was dedicated on September 25,

parish with the appointment of Rev. James Taaffe
as its first resident pastor. At that same time, St.
John Mission, at Dividing Ridge, became a mis

1960.

sion of St. William Parish.

In the early 1980s, as the number of Catholic
school children in Newport began to decline, the
Diocese of Covington's Board of Education de
cided to merge the four Newport parish schools
into a new interparish school named Holy Spirit.
The new plan went into effect for the 1984–1985
school year, with elementary classes to be con
ducted at the St. Stephen School and junior high
classes at St. Francis de Sales in Cote Brilliante;

the St. Vincent de Paul and Corpus Christi
schools were closed.

The four Newport parishes merged in the next
decade. With the pastors of three of the parishes
retiring, and not enough priests available to take
their places, Bishop Robert W. Muench decided
to close the individual parishes and combine
them into one new Holy Spirit Parish in 1997, the

During his tenure as pastor, Taafe did his best
to enhance the interior of the church with the small

amounts of money available. One highlight of the
interior was a painting of St. Joseph by artist Jo
hann Schmitt. The church building deteriorated
over the years, but the lack of financial resources
delayed the building of a new church with a school
until the 1950s. Rev. George Donnelly at that time
received permission from Bishop William T.
Mulloy to buy property for a parish complex that
would include a school for the growing population
of children, a convent, a rectory, and a new church.
The construction was done in stages, beginning

The building at 810 York St. in Newport, now the
Stained Glass Theatre, was once the home of

Conference of the Methodist Church, a conference

members.
The first home of what became the Salem

Methodist Church was on Todd St. (now Sixth St.),

between Columbia and Central Sts. in Newport. It
was started as a congregation of German immi
grants in 1847 under the direction of Rev. Peter B.
Becker and with help from members of the Race St.
Methodist Church in Cincinnati. The frame build

Church, a 300-seat-capacity Bedford stone struc
ture, was built last. Bishop Richard H. Ackerman

ing on Todd St. was constructed at a cost of $700.
The second location was the corner of Mayo (now
Seventh) and Orchard Sts. in Newport, where a lot
was purchased in 1854 for $1,500. The following
year, under the leadership of the Rev. H. Henke, a

with the school. The new St. William Catholic

dedicated the new church on November 26, 1961.

new brick structure was constructed at a cost of

four churches continued to be used, but as mis

This church served well until the population in

sions to the one parish. In just a few years, how
ever, the bishop closed all but St. Stephen Church,

creased in the Williamstown area as a result of the

about $5,000, and Rev. Peter Moelling dedicated
the new church building. During 1861–1862, the
church gave up using the services of a full-time
pastor in order to save money. Instead, the church
relied on local preachers John Hueneke and Henry
Roettinger.
After the Civil War, the Salem Methodist Epis
copal Church had many revivals and was marked
by a spirit of thankfulness, perhaps gratitude for
the termination of that bloody conflict. Because of
growth in membership, plans were made for con
struction of a new church building. A Queen
Anne Gothic-style church building, which is

which became the one church for the consoli

dated parish. The other three were relegated to
"profane, but not sordid use.” This meant that St.
Vincent de Paul Church was closed. For several

years, Sr. Judith Niewahner, S.N.D., used the
church for a preschool and day care program
until the program was moved to the renovated
Holy Trinity Junior High School. Afterward, the
old St. Vincent de Paul School was sold and con

verted into apartments.

opening of I-75 between Cincinnati and Lexing
ton. A dramatic change came to St. William
Church and Parish in 1995. St. William retained its

status as a parish, but because there was a shortage
of priests to staff all the parishes of the diocese,
Bishop William A. Hughes appointed Sister Carol
Leveque, S.C., to serve as administrator, a position
that can be filled by a noncleric. A priest, Rev.
Roger Kriege, was appointed as sacramental ad
ministrator to preside at weekend masses. During
Sr. Carol's time, the parish began a capital cam
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listed on the National Historic Register, was de
signed by Samuel Hannaford and Sons and
built at York and Ringgold Sts. (now Eighth St.).
The building was dedicated on June 22, 1883, and

Reis, Jim. “Historic Salem Church Now Used as The
ater," KP, August 13, 2001, 4K.

Salin: A Converted Jew. Louisville, Ky: Caperton

“Salem M.E. Church a Bower of Beauty," KP June 11,

Waldrop, J. W. History of Concord Association.
Owenton, Ky., News-Herald Print, 1907.

accounts of the time said that it was "one of the

United Methodist Archives, Asbury Theological Sem

1908, 5.

Margaret A. Murphy

inary Library, Wilmore, Ky.

finest buildings in the city.” Rev. D. D. Bayless and
Rev. C. G. Fritsche spoke at the dedication. At that
time, the church membership comprised 247
members in full standing and 27 probationary
members; there were 192 members of the Sunday
School. The church had a Ladies Society, Merry
Workers, Earnest Workers, an Achrenleset, and a

Choral Society.
During fall 1884, the congregation of the Sa
lem Methodist Church hosted the Central German

Methodist Conference, which included all the
German Methodist Churches in Indiana, Ken

Paul L. Whalen

SALIN, LEWIS HENRY (b. July 2, 1829, Ba
varia, Germany; d. May 12, 1897, Owen Co., Ky).
Lewis Henry Salin, who became a Baptist pastor,
was born to Jewish parents (see Jews). His father was
Rabbi Henry B. Salin, a Levite, and his mother was
a descendant of the Aaronic priesthood. Lewis at
tended school for 12 years in Bavaria, Germany. In
his youth, a rebellion broke out in Bavaria, and he

joined the rebels. Supporters of the uprising drilled

tucky, Ohio, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and West
Virginia, as well as parts of Tennessee and Illinois.
The four-day conference or convention in the new
church building featured meetings conducted in
both German and English.
During the ministry of Rev. J. J. Baechtold, a
revival in 1896 resulted in adding 335 members to
the church. It was also during this period that the
church building was completely remodeled at a
cost of $3,600. In early 1905, the church installed a
new pipe organ and made other improvements at a

daily in preparation for battle. Salin was selected as
a standard-bearer, but the movement quickly col
lapsed and the revolutionaries disarmed. Many of
the rebels were severely punished after the rebel
lion ended; Salin, being a minor, was sentenced to
only 12 hours of imprisonment.
On September 7, 1849, Salin, at age 20, sailed

cost of $7,700. Rev. Richard Plueddemann was the

for Cincinnati. However, someone advised him to

minister from 1905 until 1907, during his term the
English language was used in the Sunday evening

go to Owen Co., Ky., suggesting that he might find
hospitable ethnic Germans there. The Benjamin
Kemper family, who lived near New Liberty, Ky.,
accepted him into their home. When Salin soon
became critically ill with typhoid fever, the Kem
per family sent for his brother, who was living in
New Castle in Henry Co.; S. H. Salin nursed his
brother back to health, with the help of neighbor
ing families.
Lewis Salin subsequently became a merchant
in Owenton and began to study beliefs held by the
various Christian denominations. Influenced by
Baptist elder Lewis D. Alexander of New Liberty,
Salin was eventually drawn to that denomination's
religious beliefs. He was ordained a Baptist minis
ter on the third Saturday of March in 1857. At age

services. Salem Methodist Church celebrated its

60th anniversary as a congregation in June 1908. A
Kentucky Post article stated that the interior of
the church was covered with flowers. The church's

pastor then was Rev. J. P. Whitehead.
As a church with German roots, Salem Meth

odist Church was under pressure to give up the use
of the German language in its services during
World War I. In response, the church board in Sep
tember 1918 voted to remove the sign in front of
the church, “Salem Kirche." It was replaced with a
sign in English, “Salem Methodist Episcopal
Church." At the same time all signs and symbols
inside the church written in German were re

on a vessel for the United States, where his brother

S. H. Salin had already emigrated. Lewis Salin
landed at New Orleans, La., on November 4, 1849.

He then took passage on the steamer Ohio headed

moved. By then, all services were being conducted
in English rather than German.

30, he married the former Mrs. Warren Foster

Salem Methodist Church's centennial was cele

Salins were parents of three sons. Lewis Salin
served as pastor of Mount Pleasant Baptist Church
in Owen Co. for about 22 years. At the same time,
he pastored nearby at Greenup Fork Baptist Church,
dividing his time between the two churches. He
was a half-time pastor at Monterey Baptist Church
in Owen Co. from 1885 to 1886, and again from
1892 to 1895. His autobiographical book The Con
verted Jew chronicles his conversion and personal
struggles. He died in 1897 at his home near Ep
(Greenup) in Owen Co and was buried at the
Monterey Cemetery in Owen Co.

brated in May 1947. In July 1978 the church cele
brated its 130th anniversary with a Homecoming
Celebration attended by many former members.
The church had been damaged by storms in Sep
tember 1930 when lightning struck. On March 11,
1986, the church building was hit by another storm,
which damaged the steeple, the roof, and the foun
dation of the church so severely that estimates for
repairs were $215,000. The congregation, which
had dwindled to 45 and had insurance coverage for
only $150,000, voted to merge with the Grace

(Barbara Ann Bourn) on November 15, 1859. The

United Methodist Church and sold the church

building to the FootlighterTheatre Group, which op
erates the Stained Glass Theatre in the structure.

Israel in Prophecy. “A Brief List of Most Famous Mes
sianic Jews." www.israelinprophecy.org.
Murphy, Margaret A. History of the Monterey Bap
tist Church and Community. Frankfort, Ky. Rob

Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,
Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.

and Cates, 1877.

erts, 1976.

Salin, Lewis Henry. A Condensed History of the Expe
rience and Church Relations of Eld. Lewis Henry

SALVATION ARMY. The Salvation Army (SA)
has functioned in Northern Kentucky for more
than 100 years. Its foremost presence was clearly
the Booth Memorial Hospital, which it owned
and operated along E. Second St. in Covington
from 1914 to 1979, the hospital moved to Florence,
Ky., and was sold to the St. Luke Hospital in 1989.
The Booth facility was the first general hospital in
the United States for the SA. Northern Kentuckian

Maj. Glenn Sieler's parents worked at the Booth
Hospital during his youth; later in life, he returned
to help administer the same facility.
The SA was formed by William Booth in En

gland in 1865. He took religion out into the streets
of London, ministering to prostitutes, derelicts,
the homeless, and the destitute. With food, hous

ing, and concern, he converted the bottom of so
ciety. The organization was called an army be
cause of the dress uniforms worn by his staff, in
the pattern of the British Army. In the United
States, the SA was present in Philadelphia by 1883,
in Louisville and Cincinnati by 1885, and in
Newport, operating out of the former Red Men's
Hall, by 1888.
Although the SA is best known for fundraising
with red kettles and ringing bells during the
Christmas season (first used in San Francisco in

1891), other means of raising funds were imple
mented before the modern United Way (United
Appeal) was established. In 1921 Harry H. Gar
diner, the “human fly," was climbing bank build
ings and courthouses in front of crowds of 15,000
in Covington and Newport as a means of encour
aging donations for the SA. Society ladies' groups
often held teas, bridal shows, and luncheons for the
benefit of the SA.

In Newport, the SA operated over the years in
several locations. In the 1940s and 1950s, the SA

had a store where it sold restored furniture and ap
pliances and other used items at 500 W. Sixth St.
That store was part of the Adult Rehabilitation
Program, in which clients being helped by the SA
went around picking up used furniture and the
like and restoring it before it was sold in such out
lets. In 1978 the SA dedicated a new 15,000-square
foot community center at W. 10th and Patterson
Sts. in Newport. Costing $650,000, the facility fea
tured a gymnasium, meeting rooms, a chapel, of
fices, and an apartment for an SA staff member
family. Later, an adult day care program for seniors
was added. When the new facility opened, the SA
family services group at 202 Garrard St. in Cov
ington, where juveniles were counseled, moved to
10th and Patterson. The 10th and Patterson opera
tion continues to this day, and in order to appeal to
the neighborhood youth, a game room has been
added recently. This SA facility works closely with
the Brighton Center in helping the people of
Newport's West End.
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For many years, beginning in 1929, the SA had
a building at 14 E. Eighth St. in Covington. Before

SANDERS. This sixth-class city is in the south

that time, the SA was housed in several other loca

southeast of Carrollton, where Ky. Rts, 36 and 47

tions in the city, such as 129 Pike in 1904 and
513–515 Madison Ave. in 1911. Today, its Coving
ton headquarters is at 1806 Scott St., the former
St. John Episcopal Church, where it moved in 1980
from the Eighth St. facility.
The SA has gone to war with U.S. troops, mak
ing doughnuts near the battlefields, comforting
soldiers and sailors, and entertaining them as
much as possible. It was a cofounder of the United
Services Organization (USO). Stateside, the SA
provided grief counseling to the survivors of the
Beverly Hills Supper Club fire in Southgate in
1977, and in 1940 the SA was on the scene of the

Latonia Theater fire, where many Covington fire
men were injured. The organization has also been
on hand during disasters such as the hurricanes
Hugo in 1987 and Katrina in 2005.
The SA has sponsored summer camps for
inner-city children, and it has arranged for Santa
Claus to hand out Christmas gifts to children who
otherwise may not have received any. At one time,
itinerant SA bands crossed the nation providing
free concerts, as music has always been an impor
tant medium for the SA. Each Sunday, the Coving
ton location conducts Sunday school and a wor
ship service.
"Army Celebrates Booth Victory," KPJune 7, 1979, 1K.
Farrell, Mike “Reveille," KP September 23, 1978,5K.
“Harry H. Gardiner—Human Fly," KP, April 16,
1921, 1.

Murdoch, Norman H. “A Protestant Hospital for
Covington: Booth Memorial Hospital," JKS3 (Oc
tober 1986): 107-49.
. The Salvation Army in Cincinnati: 1885–1985.
Cincinnati: Salvation Army, 1985.
“Salvation Army Bldg. Is Cleared of Debt," KP, July
14, 1939, 14.

eastern corner of Carroll Co., 10 miles east
meet. The site now known as Sanders was once a

salt lick along the buffalo trace that ran from the
mouth of the Licking River at Covington to Dren
non Springs in Henry Co. First called Rislerville,
after a local storekeeper, the town was renamed
Sanders for the Sanders family who operated a
gristmill there on Eagle Creek; Sanders has also
been called Sanders Mill. For a time it was called

Liberty Station, because the community was an
important shipping point along the Louisville,
Cincinnati, and Lexington Railroad. The town

of Sanders was incorporated in 1871, and at that
time it was located within Gallatin Co. A year later,
when the county boundaries were redrawn, it be
came part of Carroll Co. The 1883 regional Lake
atlas shows that the town once included a hotel (the
Northcutt), doctors' offices, livestock corrals, a

in Georgetown. Until he was in his early thirties,
Sanders worked on the Grass Hills estate, primar
ily involved in horse racing and animal breeding.
Reading was also a popular pastime at Grass Hills,
and it was through the family's subscription to the
magazine Passion Flower, published in New York
City by Samuel C. Reid and his daughter Anna
Johnson Reid, that Sanders became acquainted
with his future wife. When he wrote to Anna Reid

to express how much he enjoyed reading the publi
cation, a correspondence ensued. Then, without
ever having mether, he asked Anna to marry him,
and she accepted. They had four children together:
Reid, Virginia, Lewis, and George Jr.
Sanders emerged on the national political
scene in 1843 when he organized a nonpartisan
meeting at a tailor shop in Ghent, in order to pro
mote the annexation of Texas to the United States.

Bridge remained standing until it burned in 1948.
At one time there was a high school in Sanders,
before county schools were consolidated; and for
many years the Sanders Fair was a favorite summer
event. Today, freight trains on the routes between
Cincinnati and Louisville rumble through town,
stopping now far more seldom than in the past. A

Because these proceedings were never published,
the group became known as the Mystic Thirteen.
After a second meeting in 1844, the Mystic Thir
teen requested the opinions of notable politicians
on the Texas issue. Several persons responded, in
cluding Tennessee politician James K. Polk. Polk
published his response, which was strongly in fa
vor of annexation, and subsequently won the 1844
U.S. presidential election.
In 1845 the Sanders family moved to New York
City, where George could engage in the larger
world of politics and business. He served as an
agent for the Hudson's Bay Company, attempting
to negotiate the sale of the Oregon Territory to the
U.S. government, but his contract lapsed before the
sale was completed. He became better known as
the leader of Young America, a progressive faction
within the Democratic Party. Symbolizing youth
ful nationalism, Young Americans advocated capi
talistic development, intervention in foreign af
fairs, and manifest destiny, and they supported the
1852 presidential bid of Illinois senator Stephen A.
Douglas. In 1851 Sanders bought the United States

Christian church and a Baptist church continue to

Magazine and Democratic Review and made it a

hold regular services in town. In 1980 Sanders's
population was 332; by 2000 it had declined to 240.
The shifting of automobile traffic from the two
state highways that converge at Sanders to I-71, to
the north, has significantly contributed to the

Douglas and Young America political organ. Al
though Sanders was known to possess a certain
charm, he was not always reliable, and the articles
in the Democratic Review during the campaign
demonstrated his propensity for extreme behavior.
When he called the Democratic Party regulars."old
fogies,” “nincompoops," and "vile toads," he alien
ated potential Douglas supporters as well as oppo
nents, much to the consternation of Douglas. Ulti
mately, Gen. Franklin Pierce won the Democratic
nomination. Sanders switched his support to

large railroad depot, clothing stores, a sawmill, a
tobacco warehouse, and a post office, all located
near the railroad. Frank Jacobs and his wife Ella

Cannon Jacobs ran the Blue Lick Springs Hotel
during the 1880s. Sanders was once the second
largest city in Carroll Co. In 1891 the railroad
through town became part of the Louisville and
Nashville Railroad. Late on Wednesday evening,
October 18, 1899, Democratic presidential candi
date William Jennings Bryan's train stopped at
Sanders, and Bryan, renowned as perhaps the na
tion's greatest orator, delivered one of his famed
speeches to a crowd estimated at between 2,500
and 3,000. The well-remembered Sanders Covered

SALYERS, KATHRYN (b. September 12, 1914,

near Dry Ridge, Ky). Born in Grant Co., Carroll
Co. historian and genealogist Sara Kathryn Salyers
is the youngest daughter of William Tandy and
Emma Price Dunlap Salyers. In 1929 the family
moved into the Carrollton home of Kathryn's
grandmother, Sarah Spoonmore Salyers Haggard;

town's decline.

this brick house on Seventh St. in Carrollton has

remained Salyers's home for more than 77 years.
Salyers became a bookkeeper in Gex Diuguid's to
bacco warehouses and held the position until her

An Atlas of Carroll and Gallatin Counties, Kentucky.
Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.

retirement.

1883," Carrollton News-Democrat, May 16, 1963.
Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1984.

Following Kathryn's 1943 marriage to Paul
Godman, her mother-in-law, Mayme Bowie God
man, awakened in her an interest in genealogy and
local history, and she turned her meticulous atten
tion for detail into compiling filing cabinets full of
historical and genealogical information, which is
frequently sought out by genealogists, reporters,

“Liberty Sta. or Sanders Was Sizeable Town Back in

SANDERS, GEORGE N. (b. February 21, 1812,
Lexington, Ky.; d. August 12, 1873, New York City).
George Nicholas Sanders, an entrepreneur, a po
litical organizer, and a Confederate agent, was the
son of Lewis and Ann Nicholas Sanders. In 1823

and historians. In 2004 the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons) micro
filmed her genealogical collection. The Kathryn
Salyers History Room at the Carroll Co. Public
Library will house her records upon her death.
Bill Davis

Lewis Sanders moved his family to their new
Grass Hills estate near Ghent, in what is today
Carroll Co. George Nicholas Sanders lived there
until 1845. His early education was in private
schools, including Dr. Joseph Buchanon's Select
School, and later he attended Georgetown College

Pierce, and in 1854 President Pierce (1853–1857)

appointed Sanders as the consul to London, En
gland. The Senate, however, refused to confirm
Sanders, primarily because of his highly visible
and controversial relationship with notable Euro
pean revolutionaries. Sanders was later made navy
agent of New York after promoting the successful
1856 presidential campaign of James Buchanan
(1857–1861).

When the American Civil Warerupted, Sand
ers became a Confederate agent; he attempted to
procure various army supplies, from shoes to iron
clad warships. He and his sons Reid and Lewis also

SANDERS, LEWIS
ran a courier service between the South and Eu

of Burr's financial notes, most of them unsecured.

rope. In 1864 he joined a secret service operation
in Canada on behalf of the Confederate govern
ment. Sanders was instrumental in organizing the

His investment was a total loss, since Burr used the

St. Albans raid into Vermont and the abortive Ni

agara peace conference, two seemingly contradic
tory projects, though both were designed to achieve
a favorable end to the war for the Confederacy.
Then, on May 2, 1865, President Andrew Johnson
(1865–1869) announced a $25,000 reward for
Sanders's arrest in connection with President
Abraham Lincoln's assassination. Sanders's nu

merous activities in Canada, including a possible
meeting with John Wilkes Booth, were shrouded
in secrecy. Although the charges were eventually
dropped, Sanders spent seven years of self-imposed
exile in Europe following the war. In 1872 he re
joined his family in New York City but lived only
a year more. He died in 1873 and was buried in
Greenwood Cemetery in New York City.
Curti, Merle E. "George N. Sanders—American Pa
triot of the Fifties,” South Atlantic Quarterly 27
(January 1928): 79–87.

The Papers of George Nicholas Sanders, Library of
Congress, Washington, D.C.
Parker, Anna Virginia. The Sanders Family of Grass
Hills. Madison, Ind.: Coleman, 1966.
Melinda Senters

SANDERS, LEWIS (b. 1781, Virginia; d. 1861,
Carroll Co., Ky). Lewis Sanders, the originator of
the agricultural county fair in Kentucky, was the
son of John and Jane Craig Sanders, members of
the Traveling Church of Baptists, who before 1782
migrated from Spotsylvania Co., Va., to Fayette
Co., near Lexington, Ky. Lewis Sanders was related
to the large Craigfamily that pioneered the settling
of much of north central Kentucky. In 1795 his fa
ther, John Sanders, sold his farm in Fayette Co. and
moved north to a farm on McCool's Creek, near
Ghent, in what was then Gallatin Co. His mother,

funds to purchase flatboats and supplies for a proj
ect that never developed.
In 1807 Lewis Sanders married quite advanta
geously. His wife was Ann Nicholas, daughter of
George Nicholas, a politically powerful attorney
with significant landholdings in Kentucky and an
early supporter of Lexington's Transylvania
College.
Sanders became infatuated with manufactur

ing. He opened a cotton thread mill in Lexington
and then purchased a 500-acre estate just outside
of Lexington on the Georgetown Rd. A half mile
from his home, Lewis constructed a nine-story
steam mill just off the Frankfort Rd. that produced
woolen and cotton products. He built 4 large brick
multifamily structures and 20 frame single-family
homes to house up to 300 workers, a church, a
school, and two brick homes for supervisory em
ployees, thus starting an early company town,
which he named Sandersville.

On May 31, 1816, Sanders advertised a "Cattle
Shew," the first agricultural fair in Kentucky his
tory, at his homestead farm two and a half miles
outside Lexington. He recruited five well-known
landed gentlemen as judges, representing five
counties from the Bluegrass region of the state. Of.
fering silver cups as prizes, the first fair featured
cattle and sheep. One of the top prizes went to Buz
zard, a bull owned by Capt. William Smith of Fay
ette Co. A single category, almost an afterthought,
was opened for linen. A hand-woven, bleached
cloth won the prize over a manufactured cloth.
Shortly after the Sanders fair, the first Kentucky
Society for Promoting Agriculture was formed
July 25, 1816, with retired Kentucky governor Isaac
Shelby (1792–1796 and 1812–1816) as the first pres
ident. The call for a fair in 1817 included categories
for cheese, domestic woolen cloth, homemade
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ported cattle herd plus 100 of his Merino sheep to
private and public auction in a major financial loss.
The loss was due partly to his loss of funds in 1806
in the Burr speculation fiasco and partly to an eco
nomic bank panic that swept the western states.
Sanders was far too overextended, and his credi

tors demanded payment. Sandersville went bank
rupt, and Sanders's partially constructed home,
with two oval and two octagonal rooms, was pur.
chased by his father-in-law. George Nicholas also
aided the young Sanders family, which had six
children at the time, by giving his daughter, Ann
Nicholas Sanders, 900 acres of upland in Gallatin
Co. from the 17,000 acres he had purchased there
between McCool's and Eagle Creeks.
In 1819 Lewis Sanders, a nephew, and the Sand
ers slaves, Georgi, Black John, Black Jim (Jem), old
Christian, and Lewis, headed for the lands along
McCool's and Eagle Creeks and began the long
process of building a showcase agricultural farm
out of the wilderness. Sanders believed the uplands
were ideal for orchards and for pastureland for his
Merino sheep, cattle, and horses. Large pear and
apple orchards were planted at the site, and later a
horse trotting track was built. The large house on
the plantation was not finished until 1823, because
Sanders insisted on soaking the timber in the farm
pond for several months to cure it before con
structing the homestead (see Grass Hills). Sand
ers built a long, rambling house with very large
rooms. Anne Sanders finally moved the family to
Grass Hills in 1823 and in 1827 gave birth to Jane
Craig Sanders. Sanders leased other slaves, Zilla,
Lottie, Manerva, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Emmey, the
gardener, to help make continuous improvements
to the farm.

Once again Sanders, having invested heavily in
the farm, was in financial trouble. And once again
the Nicholas family came to his aid. Judge Samuel
Smith Nicholas of Louisville; Ann Nicholas Sand
ers's brother, Richard Hawes, of Winchester; her

linen, and distilled whiskey and added more classes
for cattle and horses to the list of exhibits. Sheep
were to be shown with a sample of their fleece. A
saddle show was added in the 1818 event. By 1819

Robert Scott of Lexington purchased one-third of
Sanders's original imported herd of cattle from the

the Kentucky fair had been moved to September to

estate of William Smith and gave it to Lewis Sand

ers at Grass Hills, easing the financial strain.

two horses, two cows, two slaves, and starter furni

permit more farmers to attend and show, and the
number of classes of domestic products and live
stock had tripled. Six women were exhibitors.
Horses moved into a premier position, and soon a
horse trotting track was added to the fair. The con
cept that Lewis Sanders pioneered soon expanded
into counties around the Bluegrass region. Sanders

ture, the same value of inheritance that he gave his

recalled in a letter in 1856 that Bourbon, Franklin,

Jane CraigSanders, died when Lewis was five years
old, and apparently he was raised by his married
sisters, who resided in Fayette Co.
So that Lewis could learn a trade, John Sanders

placed his young son with Patrick McCullough, a
leading early merchant in Lexington. Lewis ac
quired mathematical and accounting skills at the
store. In about 1800, John Sanders gave Lewis his
inheritance, the equivalent in cash of 200 acres,

other children. From those funds, in 1805, Lewis

Mercer, Jefferson, and other counties had begun to

and A. B. Burton purchased the Lexington store

hold annual fairs.

where Lewis worked. Lewis also built three or four

large three-story stores and a dwelling on his prop
erty between Mill and Broadway Sts. in Lexington
and started a cotton spinning mill in one of the
new buildings.
In 1806 the young entrepreneur, along with
other Lexingtonians, became caught up in the

Shortly after the first agricultural fair, in 1817,
Lewis Sanders imported a herd of 12 blooded
cattle from England, thus infusing Kentucky's
cattle stock of the 19th century with Durham and
Teesdale shorthorn and English Longhorn stock.
That same year Henry Clay imported two British
cattle. The Sanders and Clay stock were called the

Aaron Burr-Blennerhassett scandal, a scheme to

Seventeens.

populate huge tract of lands in the far west. Lewis,
chiefly because Burr used Gen. James Wilkinson's
name as an associate in the project, bought $16,000

At that very moment of success in 1817, Lewis
Sanders lost his merchant and manufacturing
businesses, his land, his home, and all of the im

brother-in-law, Dr. William D. Richardson; and

Ann Nicholas Sanders died in 1830, and she

and her young daughter Jane Craig Sanders, who
died in 1831, were the first of the family buried at
Grass Hills. During the early 1830s, George N.
Sanders, a son of Lewis and Ann, took over as farm

manager and purchased the cattle portion of the
business. Lewis Sanders began to write extensive
diaries; develop written pedigrees of Grass Hills
cattle, horses, and sheep; and encourage other
Kentucky breeders also to keep meticulous rec
ords. He wrote learned and somewhat opinionated
articles for publication in several agricultural jour
nals and newspapers throughout the Midwest.
Both Lewis Sanders and George Nicholas took
a lively interest in politics. In 1843 they were in
strumental in starting the first national rump cau
cus in favor of the Texas Annexation, at a meeting
held at Ghent. Afterward, a firm resolution in sup
port of annexation was sent to all presidential can
didates. James K. Polk was the only presidential
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SANDERS, SAMUEL

candidate to respond favorably. Much of the popu
lation residing in Carroll Co. was supportive of a
war with Mexico, and Sam Sanders, the family's
third son, enlisted along with several of his cous
ins. He was massacred by Santa Ana's Mexican
troops on March 27, 1836, as were all the others

SANDERS, SAMUEL (b. April 16, 1813, Frank
lin Co., Ky.; d. March 15, 1902, Franklin Co., Ky).
The son of Peter and Sarah "Sally" Byrns Sanders,
Samuel Sanders was the owner of a large amount of

under U.S. Colonel Fannin's command. Also serv

1852.

ing in the Mexican War was the family's second
son, John Sanders, who had made the army his ca
reer. He married a Pittsburgh, Pa., socialite and
rose from the rank of captain to major during the
Mexican War.

Lewis Sanders became an expert in hemp pro
duction and in 1843 was appointed as the agent for
the U.S. Hemp Agency in Louisville at a salary of
$1,000 a year. In the days of sailingships, hemp was
important to the state's economy. But the secretary
of the navy had been advised that Russian hemp
was superior to the hemp subjected to the water
soaking process used in Kentucky. In 1849 Sanders
conducted a series of experiments proving that the
Kentucky process for making hemp produced
stronger, more durable rope and that this hemp
was cheaper to manufacture into rope.
In 1847 George N. Sanders moved to New York
City with his young family and left the active farm
management of Grass Hills in the capable hands of
his youngest brother, Joseph Hawkins Sanders, who
lived there with his family until 1862. In that year
Grass Hills passed out of the control of the Sanders
family. Lewis Sanders died in 1861. As his inheri
tance, his son John Sanderstook the 2,580 raw acres

in Texas that had been given to the family by the U.S.
government because of Sam Sanders's death in the
Mexican War. The Sanders daughters had already
received their inheritance when they married. That
left Grass Hills to George N. and Joseph H. Sanders.
However, George N., a former consul to London,
England, was serving the Confederacy in high
profile negotiations with European countries and
had to stay in Europe for years until it was safe to re
turn home to New York City after the Civil War.
The Sanderses were afraid the government would
confiscate their property, so they sold the entire es
tate in 1862 to James Frank of Ghent, who in turn

sold it to John Montgomery, whose son Curtis
Montgomery lived there well into the 20th century.
The Kentucky State heritage historical marker
that was placed at Grass Hills in 1965 calls attention
to Lewis Sanders's founding the state's agricultural
fairs. Grass Hills was placed on the National Regis

land in Owen Co. and a well-known riverboat

dieval history, and physical geography at the
Northern Kentucky Academic Tournament held
at the Dry Ridge High School. Weldon, along
with Minor Hunter, Katy Ransdall, and Amanda
Tandy, graduated from Sanders High School in

pilot. He married Penelope Duvall on January 26,

1914.

A succession of principals and high school

Sanders was mate and pilot on the Blue Wing,

teachers were hired to serve the school between

a vessel constructed in Louisville in 1845 that ran

1914 and 1926, and the enrollment in the high
school ranged from 12 to 23 during those years. In
1925 a large brick school was built to house both
the grade and the high schools. A year later, Sand
ers High School, now housed in a brand new brick
building with classrooms and a gymnasium, be
came part of the Carroll Co. School System. In
1926 A. M. Setzer was hired as principal, and Sand
ers High School obtained a Class B accreditation

the local Louisville-Frankfort trade. During the
Civil War, he was master of the Blue Wing #2
(built in 1850), the only steamer then in regular
service on the Kentucky River. The vessel was com
mandeered during the Confederate occupation of
Frankfort in October 1862. Union forces confis

cated the Blue Wing #2 in December 1862, be
cause it had been trading with the Confederates,
and converted it into a military transport on the
Lower Mississippi River. There, Confederates cap
tured and burned the boat later that same month.

Next, Sanders piloted the Wren, constructed in
1862 for the Louisville-Frankfort trade, amid peri
odic Confederate sniper fire. The City of Frank
fort, built in 1881, was the last steamboat com
manded by Sanders. In July 1882, a newspaper
named the Yeoman reported that "Capt. Sanders,
age 69, landed the boat at Frankfort, with the Mad
ison Indiana Brass Band aboard, drawing 1,000
spectators to the Kentucky River Landing."
Sanders's wife, Penelope, died November 6,
1887. Sanders then began selling his Owen Co.
land and moved to Frankfort on September 14,
1891. At age 78, he sold land to the W. G. Simpson
Masonic Lodge 472 for a cemetery in Monterey
that is still in use. He also sold land in Monterey for
a new brick school on June 17, 1901, Sanders died

in 1902 at his home on Ann St. in Frankfort at age
89, after only a few days of illness caused by a fall.
He was buried in the Frankfort Cemetery.
Coleman, J. Winston, Jr. Steamboats on the Ken

tucky River. Lexington, Ky. Winburn Press, 1960.
“Frankfort's Oldest Citizen Passes Away,” Frankfort
Newspaper Roundabout, March 22, 1902, 4.
Murphy, Margaret Alice, and Lela Maude Hawkins.
The History of Historic Old Cedar Baptist
Church and Community. Frankfort, Ky. Lynn,
2004.

Way, Frederick Jr., comp. Way's Packet Directory,

from the state in 1927. William Harris washired as

principal in 1928 and organized the upper levels
on a 6-6 plan (six months of school, six months
off), with three teachers assigned full-time to the
junior high and senior high school students.
In 1938 R. B. Cartmell served as principal of
the Sanders Consolidated School, which had 228

students enrolled. Cartmell was superintendent of
Carroll Co. Schools from 1940 to 1965. The con

solidated elementary school, first known as U.S.42
School, was renamed Cartmell Elementary School
in his honor.

With the construction by the Works Progress
Administration in 1938 of the large addition to the
Carrollton High School and its new 1,000-seat
gymnasium, there was now room for all the county
high school students. Sanders High School was the
last of the county high schools to be consolidated
into Carrollton High School. By World War II,
all the county high school students were being
bused into Carrollton.

Bevarly, R. W. “History of Education in Carroll
County,” master's thesis, Univ. of Kentucky, 1936.
Campbell, Justine Tandy. “History of the Carroll
County Schools,” 1976, Carroll Co. Public Library,
Carrollton, Ky.
Carrollton News Democrat, December 1, 1938, 1.

Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County.
Madison, Ind: Coleman, 1984.

Parker, Anna V. “A Short History of Carroll County,"
1958, Carroll Co. Public Library, Carrollton, Ky.

1848–1983. Athens: Ohio Univ., 1983.
Diane Perrine Coon

Margaret A. Murphy
SANDFORD, THOMAS, GENERAL (b. 1762,

ter in 1975, and when I-71 was constructed,91 acres

SANDERS HIGH SCHOOL. The combined

Westmoreland Co., Va.; d. December 10, 1808,

of the original estate were taken for highway rights
of way.

Sanders grade school and four-year high school in
Sanders was organized in 1909, and Everett Gregg,
a graduate of Eastern State Normal School (East
ern Kentucky University) at Richmond, was hired
as the first principal of Sanders High School.
Emma O. Sanders and Rudy D. Smartt were teach

Cincinnati, Ohio). Thomas Sandford, a Revolu

Green, Karen Mauer. The Kentucky Gazette, 1787–
1800. Baltimore: Gateway Press, 1983.
—. The Kentucky Gazette, 1801–1820. Balti
more: Gateway Press, 1985.

Henlein, Paul C. Cattle Kingdom in the Ohio Val
ley, 1783–1860. Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky
Press, 1959.

ing assistants.

By 1911 there were high schools operating in
Carroll Co. at Carrollton, English, Ghent, Sanders,
and Worthville. From 1912 to 1914, R. W. Haskins

Parker, Anna V. The Sanders Family of Grass Hills.
Madison, Ind: Coleman, 1966.

Sanders Family Papers, Filson Historical Society,
Louisville, Ky.
Diane Perrine Coon

of the Western Kentucky Normal School (Western
Kentucky University) at Bowling Green was the
principal at Sanders High School. In 1912). Elmer
Weldon took gold medals in English, history, me

tionary War general, a politician, and a farmer,
was described as a man six feet three inches tall

who was bold and muscular and stood as straight
as an arrow. General Sandford married Peggy
Bellon November 10, 1805, and they had one son.
The general also had two sons by a previous mar
riage. He came to Kentucky in 1792 and settled
on the highlands south of Covington. He was a
Kentucky state senator (1800–1802) and a state
representative (1802). He served in the U.S. House
of Representatives for two terms (1803 to 1807).
Sandford appeared to have a bright future in poli
tics, but those dreams were dashed on Saturday,

SANFORD TOWN

December 8, 1808. Sandford and two of his ser

vants had gone to Cincinnati to sell some wheat
they had grown on Sandford's farm, which was
about three miles below the mouth of the Licking
River. Sandford considered the price he was of
fered for the wheat too low, so he decided to take

it to a mill up the Little Miami River and have it
ground into meal. The weather was very stormy
and both the Ohio and the Little Miami rivers

were running high and swift. Sandford and his
two servants battled against the current on the
Ohio River and somehow managed to start the
trip up the Little Miami River. The wheat was very
heavy, and with the weight of the three men, the
boat was barely afloat. Seeing that it was impossi
ble to continue, Sandford turned around and re

meetinghouse, although it was unfinished and
without stoves. Until then, they had worshipped
in private homes.
During the 19th century, three ministers at the
Sand Run Baptist Church served for long periods:
the church's first pastor, Chichester Matthews,
served for nearly 10 years; William Whitaker, the
second pastor, served for 41 years; and Robert E.
Kirtley, the eldest son of Rev. Robert Kirtley and a
brother of Rev. James A. Kirtley, pastored at the
Sand Run church for 26 years. Robert E. Kirtley
wrote the first history of the church in 1876. The
church met one Saturday a month for business and
one Sunday a month for worship during most of
the 19th century. In 1870 the church purchased
ground for a cemetery.

turned to the Cincinnati landing on the Ohio

Barnabas, an enslaved African American who

River. When the boat struck the shore, Sandford
was thrown into the river and drowned. He was

were Chichester Matthews, who became the

was member of the church, was recognized for his
preaching ability and was encouraged to preach
among the church's other slave members. He was
one of only two slave preachers in the Baptist
churches then operating in Boone Co.
During the 1830s, the Sand Run Baptist
Church's pastor, William Montague, became influ
enced by the teachings of Alexander Campbell,
who taught that baptism was necessary for salva
tion. The congregation at the Sand Run Baptist
Church believed that salvation was "by grace
through faith in Jesus Christ." They held a hearing,
and shortly afterward Montague left the Sand Run
churchandjoined agroup that followed Campbell's
teachings.
The Sand Run Baptist Church's building was
damaged by fire in 1941 and subsequently repaired.
In 1961 the Hebron Baptist Church was established
by members who had previously belonged to the
Sand Run Baptist Church; 97 members were
granted letters of recommendation to the new
Baptist church in Hebron. A new Sunday School
building was dedicated by the Sand Run Baptist

church's first pastor; William Montague, an or

church in 1976.

dained minister; Landen Robinson, a licensed

Pastors during the 20th century who served for
long periods at the Sand Run Baptist Church in
cluded C.J. Avery, Roy A. Johnson, Everett C. Wal
ters, and J. R. Armstrong. Presently, the Sand Run
church's pastor is Rev. Steve Cable.

46 years old at the time of his death. Because the
river was covered by ice near the shores, his body
was not recovered until six weeks later. Sandford

was well respected by his colleagues; at his death
a resolution was passed asking members of the
Kentucky General Assembly and their officers to
wear black armbands for 30 days in mourning.
Sandford was buried at Highland Cemetery in
Fort Mitchell.

Biographical Directory of the United States Congress,
1774–1989 Washington, D.C.: Government Print
ing Office, 1985.
Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincinnati:
J. M. Armstrong, 1878.
SAND RUN BAPTIST CHURCH. The Sand

Run Baptist Church, located in the Hebron area of
Boone Co., was constituted on March 20, 1819,
with 78 members: 55 whites and 23 African Amer

icans. Among the prominent founding members

preacher; and Lewis Webb, the former clerk of the
Bullittsburg Baptist Church. Cave Johnson (see
Cave Johnson House) and Jeremiah Kirtley,

along with their families, also joined in founding
the Sand Run Baptist Church.
The Sand Run Baptist Church was a strong
church from its inception and increased in
strength as a number of influential local Baptists
transferred their memberships to join the con
gregation. By the end of 1819, the Sand Run con
gregation had decided to build a suitable build
ing for worship, which was going to cost $2,100.
Of this amount, $1,000 was raised by subscrip
tion, and the remainder was apportioned among
the free male members of the church. This was

done by dividing the church's members into
classes ranked according to their ability to pay.
The first class was to pay $76 each, the second
class $56, the third class $35, the fourth class $18,

and the fifth class $11. One man was appointed to
collect from those who could pay in cash, and
another man was to collect from those who paid
in tobacco. On Sunday, February 20, 1820, the
Sand Run congregation worshipped in their new

Sand Run Baptist Church directories, Sand Run Bap
tist Church, Hebron, Ky.
James R. Duvall
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they outgrew their original quarters, the parishio
ners built a series of church and school buildings
during the later 19th century.
The community was named for one of its most
prominent citizens, B. F. Sanford, who lived along
Ky. Rt. 17 in the early 1850s and served a variety
of roles in local and national commerce and in

politics. He apparently was a clerk in the U.S.
State Department during the Civil War and by
1864 became a commercial agent in Haiti. San
ford was also a bank president and a newspaper
editor. He resided in Sanfordtown until his death
in 1883.

It was reported that local residents were in
volved in a Civil War visit by Confederate general
John Hunt Morgan during August 1862. Confed
erate cavalry moved into the Sanfordtown area,
said to be led by Morgan himself. John Dinser saw
the Confederate troops remove a Union flag from
the home of John Weisenberger and destroy it. He
also reported askirmish between the Union Home
Guard and the Confederates, although no one was
injured. As the Confederates retreated, they appar
ently captured several local Home Guardsmen, in
cluding Dinser's uncle Marcus Beach, who lived in
Sanfordtown. Beach was released farther south in
Crittenden.

Sanfordtown had its own post office from 1893
to 1912, and John Weisenberger was its first post
master. The community also included at least one
hotel, a grocery store, and other small, family
owned commercial enterprises through the mid
20th century. Other local family names associated
with the community include Argo, Arlinghaus,
Berkemier, Bilz, Boemker, Breiner, Carney, Dob
blehoff, Duncan, Elam, Eubank, Farmer, Fer

nandes, Fey, Franxman, Goedde, Goodhew, Grip
shover, Harmeling, Hellman, Hillman, Hunter,
Jump, Kahmann, Krebs, Kunkel, List, Luke, Mat
tingly, Meiman, Merkle, Moormann, Mueller,
Nageleisen, Reed, Rousch, Speaks, Wendling, and
Works.
Both the 1897 flood and the flood of 1937

caused damage to homes and to the Holy Guard
ian Angels Church. The church remained part of
the community until it was closed in 1958, upon
the completion of St. Pius X Catholic Church
on Dudley Pk at the top of the hill. That church
served as the successor to the Holy Guardian An
gels Church. At this time the Sanfordtown com
munity was becoming less residential and more

SANFORDTOWN. Sanfordtown (Sandfortown)

commercial and industrial.

was a small community located on the Three-L
Highway (Ky. Rt. 17) near its intersection with
Dudley Pk. in Kenton Co. The eastern portions of
Horsebranch and Orphanage Rds. were also con
sidered part of this community. Early references to

Sanfordtown had its own fire department in
the mid-20th century, until the department's
merger with Edgewood's during the late 1990s.
Many families had already moved away by then;
the flood of 1937 and the Great Depression
seemed to mark the beginning of the end for this
small farming community. After World War II,
most residents sold their farms. By the 1970s,
much of the original farmland had become indus
trial or commercial property. The construction of

Sanfordtown, which was a few miles south of Lato

nia and Covington, were appearing in local news
papers by the 1850s. The settlers in the vicinity of
Sanfordtown included English, German, and Irish
immigrants as well as local residents moving from
Covington. Many were Catholic, and they soon or
ganized what became the Holy Guardian Angels
parish, which began as a mission of the St. Bene
dict Catholic Church in Covington in 1856. As

I-275 in the 1970s finished the demise of the area

as a residential and farming community. Part of
Sanfordtown is now in Fort Wright and part in
Edgewood.
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SANITATION. In towns throughout Northern
Kentucky, as late as the mid-20th century, it was
assumed that waste of all kinds could safely be dis
charged into the Ohio River, via the nearest stream
or creek. Today residents of the region understand
that appropriate wastewater facilities and infra
structure are essential to help prevent widespread
epidemics and to protect the natural environment.
Acknowledgment of the need for formalized
sewage disposal dates back to 4000 B.C. in the Mes
opotamian Empire. The need for proper disposal
of human waste was associated then with benefits

such as odor reduction and other practical conve
niences; the public health risk arising from ex
posed, untreated waste was not yet fully under
stood. From this time period until the collapse of
the Roman Empire early in the first millennium,
public storm-water drainage and aqueduct systems
were already in place throughout many of the civi
lized societies, such as those in Greece, Egypt, and
Rome. Some homes were directly connected to the
storm-water system as a means to carry waste away

from their property; however, the use of cesspools
WaS more Common.

Cesspools were covered pits underneath an
opening in the floor of a home or a public latrine;
the cesspool had a perforated lining into which
raw sewage was filtered and discharged into the
soil. Aside from direct connections to the storm

water system and the utilization of cesspools, pub
lic streets served as disposal sites for most garbage
and excrement. It was common practice to dump
jars of human waste out of windows and into the
street. Extensive street-washing programs periodi
cally cleaned the waste from the streets and moved
it into the storm-sewer system. Communities
throughout the United States, including the mu
nicipalities established in Northern Kentucky in
the late 1800s and early 1900s, used these proce
dures as forms of sewage disposal. Privies, or out
houses, were also quite common in Northern
Kentucky.
It was not until midway through the 19th cen
tury that efficient sewage systems developed in the
United States. After the onset of cholera and ty
phoid epidemics, citizens began to establish the
link between sewage disposal and public health,
and this new association prompted the develop
ment of improved sewage disposal systems. The
primary motivation at the time was to divert sew
age away from sources of water, such as private
wells; the environmental implications of dumping
raw sewage onto land and into waterways had not
yet become a major concern.
Two options were considered when communi
ties wished to construct a sewage collection and
disposal system—a combined system and a sepa

rate system. A combined sewer system carries sew
age and storm water in the same pipe. A separate
sewer system carries only wastewater, storm water
is conveyed in a completely separate system. The
sewer systems constructed in the early 1900s along
the river cities of Northern Kentucky, including
Bellevue, Covington, Dayton, Newport, and South
gate, were combined sewers. Storm water and sew
age from these communities was collected in the
already existing storm-water system and dis
charged into local waterways, which all eventually

treatment systems that distribute wastewater to an
underground storage area and rely on bacterial ac
tion to decompose solid waste. Failing septic sys

drained into the Ohio River. It was not until the

Dunn, Megan. “After the Flush,” KP June 20, 1994,4K.

1960s that separate sanitary sewer systems were
constructed in the region.
During the time when combined sewer sys
tems were an acceptable means of sewage disposal,
"dilution as the solution to pollution" was a com
mon practice within many communities and was
endorsed by many engineers and sanitarians. The
concept was to dispose of sanitary sewage through
dilution by discharging wastes into rivers, streams,
lakes, and oceans. Engineers of the time concluded
that it was less expensive to obtain good drinking
water by filtering river water filled with sewage
than to treat sewage before discharging it into the

“$880M Sewer Solution,” SC, October 9, 2005, 1A.

rivers. Communities did not want to face the fiscal

burden of funding both sewage treatment facilities
and water filtration facilities, and they did not be
lieve both were necessary.
It was not until the development of more
stringent environmental regulations in the mid
1900s that communities in Northern Kentucky
were required to implement a method of sewage
treatment. The Federal Water Pollution Control

Act of 1948, which preceded the Clean Water
Act of 1977, established the basic structure for

regulating the discharge of pollutants into the
waters of the United States. Because of the grow
ing amount of residential, commercial, and in
dustrial waste that accompanied the development
of the Northern Kentucky region, it was no longer
an acceptable practice to dump raw sewage into
the environment.

After recognizing the ever-increasing role that
municipalities must play in the design and con
struction of sewers, most cities, by this time, had
acquired ownership of the sewer systems within
their communities. Although each municipality
owned and maintained its own system, the need to
establish a regional sanitary district to treat the
sewage collected from each municipality was rec
ognized, and in 1946 Sanitation District No. 1
was formed. In 1954 Northern Kentucky's first
wastewater treatment plant began operation in the
city of Bromley. Over the ensuing years, Sanitation
District No. 1 has grown into a regional storm
water and wastewater utility that owns and main
tains more than 1,500 miles of sanitary sewer line
and serves 33 communities within Boone, Camp
bell, and Kenton counties.

Smaller package treatment plants throughout
Northern Kentucky serve counties outside of
Boone, Campbell, and Kenton. The areas of North
ern Kentucky that are not served by a public sewer
system utilize on-site disposal systems, or septic
systems. Septic systems are self-contained sewage

tems can lead to surface water contamination and

groundwater pollution, causing a potential health
hazard. As a result, assessment projects continue
to take place throughout the region in order to ex
tend public sewer service into the rural communi
ties of Northern Kentucky.
“District Flush with Upgrades." SC, September 25,
2005, 3A.

“Sewer Merger Closer," KP September 10, 1991,
1K–2K.

Tracking Down the Roots of Our Sanitary Sewers.
www.sewerhistory.org (accessed July 19, 2006).

Wolfe, Pamila. “History of Wastewater." In World of
Water 2000—The Past, Present, and Future.

Tulsa,Okla:Pennwell Magazine, 1999.

Maggie Mulshine
SANITATION DISTRICT NO. 1. Sanitation

District No. 1 was established in 1946 by the Divi
sion of Sanitary Engineering of the Kentucky De
partment of Health, pursuant to an amendment of
Chapter 220.00 of the Kentucky Revised Statutes
(KRS 220.00). Before 1946, a small system of sewer
lines already existed in Northern Kentucky; how
ever, the region was still in need of proper waste
water treatment. KRS 220.00 provides the Sanita
tion District with the authority to prevent and
correct the pollution of streams, regulate the flow
of streams for sanitary purposes, clean and im
prove stream channels for sanitary purposes, and
collect and dispose of sewage and other liquid
wastes produced throughout the established ser
vice area. It also granted the Sanitation District
authority to construct sewers, trunk sewers, later
als, intercepting sewers, siphons, pump stations,
treatment and disposal works, and other appropri

ate facilities. The Sanitation District's authority
under KRS 220.00 also includes responsibility for
the maintenance and operation of these structures
and facilities.

The original area served by the Sanitation Dis
trict included 17 municipalities and covered 25
square miles. It was the Sanitation District's re
sponsibility to construct a sewage-treatment plant
and a large interceptor sewer system that would
collect and convey sewage from the various mu
nicipalities to a treatment facility. At that time,
each community maintained ownership of its own
sewage collection system. In 1954, after many years
of planning, the Sanitation District completed
construction of Northern Kentucky's first waste
water treatment plant in Bromley, along the Ohio
River in northern Kenton Co. Serving Campbell
and Kenton counties, the Bromley Wastewater
Treatment Plant provided primary treatment of
wastewater before discharging it into the Ohio
River.

The Bromley Wastewater Treatment Plant
eventually became outdated due to increasingly
stringent water-quality regulations, advancements
in wastewater technology, and the area's growing
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population. In 1970 the Ohio River Valley Water
Sanitation Commission adopted requirements for
secondary treatment of sewage for all waters that
feed into the Ohio River. In 1977 the U.S. Congress
passed the Clean Water Act, granting the Environ
mental Protection Agency (EPA) authority further
to regulate the discharge of pollutants into the wa
ters of the United States. The original Bromley
plant provided minimal treatment and could not
comply with these new regulatory standards.
Therefore, the Sanitation District constructed the

Dry Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant, which be
gan service in 1979. This project also included the
construction of new interceptor sewers and pump
stations. Located in Villa Hills, the treatment plant
was designed to treat 30 million gallons a day
(mgd). In 1993, because of the continued popula
tion growth of Northern Kentucky, the plant was
upgraded to a design capacity of 46.5 mgd.
In 1994, because of pending changes in environ
mental regulations and increased public interest in
consolidation of services, KRS220.00 was amended,

allowing the Sanitation District to assume own
ership of the cities sewage and drainage systems lo
cated within its jurisdictional boundaries. On July
1, 1995, 28 cities in Northern Kentucky turned over
ownership of their sanitary sewer systems to the
Sanitation District. On December 31, 1995, Boone

Co. officially merged its sanitary sewer system with
the Sanitation District, and subsequently the cities
of Independence and Alexandria transferred own
ership of their sewer lines to the District. As a result
of these consolidations, the Sanitation District as

sumed ownership and operational responsibility for
approximately 900 additional miles of sanitary
sewerlines and related pump stations.
Legislation adopted in 1998 by the Kentucky
legislature granted the Sanitation District author
ity to regulate and finance storm-water facilities
within its designated service area. In response to
requests from 35 Northern Kentucky communi
ties, the Sanitation District accepted the responsi
bility to develop and implement a regional storm
water management program to comply with U.S.
EPA's 1999 Federal Stormwater Phase II Regula
tions. This role was formalized in 2003, through
the development and adoption of interlocal agree
ments to provide Kentucky Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System storm-water discharge permit
services and other storm-water-related services in

Boone, Campbell, and Kenton counties. The cities
and counties agreed to maintain ownership of the
storm-water collection systems, with the under
standing that the Sanitation District would assume
responsibility for the operation and maintenance
of the public storm-water systems.
Today, the Sanitation District is the second
largest public sewer utility in Kentucky, with own
ership and maintenance responsibilities for all of
the sanitary sewer systems in Northern Kentucky,
with the exception of Florence and Walton. The
Sanitation District maintains more than 1,600

miles of sewer line, 127 pump stations, 15 flood
pump stations, 8 package treatment plants, and
one major wastewater treatment plant. It employs
more than 200 persons and serves approximately

90,000 customer accounts. The three judge execu
tives of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell counties
provide governance of the Sanitation District. The
judge executives appoint a total of eight directors
to serve staggered four-year terms on the Sanita
tion District's board.
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in its present building since 1941. A small pictur
esque post office serves the community.
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. The Towns of Mason
County: Their Past in Pictures. Maysville, Ky:

Maysville and Mason Co. Library Historical and
Scientific Association, 1986.

In 2004 the Sanitation District opened Public
Service Park at its administrative office site in

Fort Wright. Featuring environmental best
management practices and formalized educational
programming, the park provides an interactive
means to learn about the impacts of polluted storm
water runoff. The Sanitation District has also created

a water-quality curriculum that is taught in nearly
every elementary school in Northern Kentucky
and in addition offers classroom presentations and
tours of its treatment facility.
In April 2007 the Sanitation District entered

Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason
County. Lexington, Ky. Transylvania, 1936.
John Klee

SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATIONS.

Savings and Loan Associations, which were re
ferred to as Building and Loan Associations until
about 1930, enabled many Americans, including
Northern Kentuckians, to own their homes. The

first building and loan association (B&L) in the
United States was opened in Philadelphia in 1816.

into a consent decree with the U.S. Environmental

Other B&Ls soon followed, and there was modest

Protection Agency, the Commonwealth of Ken
tucky, and the U.S. Department of Justice, requir
ing an estimated $1.1 billion investment over the
next 20 years to address sewage overflows in
Northern Kentucky. Included in the consent de
cree is the requirement to construct two new re
gional wastewater treatment plants, a 4 mgd plant
in Campbell Co. and a 20 mgd plant in Boone Co.
The Campbell Co. facility began operation in Sep
tember 2007 and the Boone Co. facility is sched
uled to be completed in 2013. In making future
improvement plans, the Sanitation District will
take a watershed approach, holistically evaluating
the cumulative impacts of pollution sources on re
ceiving waters. Adopting a watershed approach
will lead to more rapid improvements in water
quality in critical areas and more efficient and cost
effective solutions for the region.

growth in the industry before the Civil War.
Those early associations were primarily small local
lenders, to whom working-class people could en
trust their savings and from whom they could bor
row funds for the purchase of a home. The number
of B&Ls grew from just a few hundred, many lo

Kentucky Revised Statutes, Chapter 220.00.
Sanitation District No. 1. www.sdl.org (accessed
April 1, 2006).
"State Approves New Treatment Plant in Boone,” KP,

cated in the eastern and midwestern states in 1850,

to many thousands spread across the nation by
1900. There were two types of institutions. One
was a nonprofit mutual company, in which deposi
tors became part owners, with voting rights; in the
other type, stock was issued, and the company op
erated as most other for-profit businesses did.
There were both advantages and disadvantages in
operating a B&L. The federal government granted
preferential treatment, by allowing B&Ls to offer
higher savings interest rates than commercial
banks. This enabled B&Ls to attract more deposits
and thereby provided them with the ability to
grant more home loans. The disadvantages were
that they were not permitted to offer checking ac
counts and other bank services; as a result, many of
their customers also had to deal with a commercial

December 21, 2005, 2K.

Peggy Casey

bank. The B&Ls became a strong economic force
during the 20th century, and offices were found in

SARDIS. Sardis is a town of about 150 people in

most Northern Kentucky cities. In 1900 there were

the southwest corner of Mason Co., along the Rob
ertson Co. line. It was incorporated on February
14, 1850. The town's first trustees were Luke Dye,
John Murphy, Isaac Reid, James Vanderburg, and
Peyton White. During the Civil War, the com
munity was ransacked by Confederate general
John Hunt Morgan's men on June 12, 1864. The
Bank of Sardis opened in 1904, with Louden Gro
ver as its president, but the enterprise failed in
1912. J. M. Wheatley's opera house was built in
1907 and had seating for 500. Elementary grade
schools were established in the community from
its beginning, and a high school began in the years
between 1910 and 1920. The girls' basketball team
at the high school was the state tournament run
ner-up in 1922. A fine brick school was dedicated
in 1931. The high school remained until 1936, and
earlier grades were taught there until 1967. Sardis
had both proslavery and antislavery Methodist

about 5,300 associations nationwide, and by 1925
the number had grown to 12,000. Many B&Ls had
their origins in local ethnic neighborhoods. The
Austinburg district of Covington had the Burnett
Perpetual Building and Loan Association at 1607
Eastern Ave., with strong German ties to its nearby
patrons; the city's African Americans organized
the Progressive Building and Loan Associa
tion as a means to bring home ownership to a
population not readily served; since 1880 Ludlow
has had the Home Savings Bank at 216 Elm St., an
organization that has helped to bring roots to the
many railroad workers of that Kenton Co. river
city; and in Campbell Co., firms such as the
Clifton-Southgate Federal Savings and Loan As
sociation, at 10th and Monmouth St. in Newport,

churches, which united after the Civil War. The

United Methodist Church in town has worshipped

financed numerous homes in the area.
After 1930 most of these institutions were

called savings and loans (S&Ls). In 1932 the Fed
eral Home Bank System was created to oversee the
operation of S&Ls and to provide their customers
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with FSLIC (Federal Savings and Loan Insurance
Corporation) insurance on deposits. The number
of S&Ls decreased during the Great Depression,
primarily because of poor economic conditions
and widespread unemployment. During World
War II, the S&Ls continued to suffer, and by war's

“Cincinnati's Thrifts Seem About to Lose Old Ger

man Flavor,” Wall Street Journal, March 26,
1985, 1.

Eckberg, John. "Neighborhood Tradition Started Sav
ings Industry," KE, March 24, 1985, A1,
EH.net. "Savings and Loan Industry (U.S.)." www.eh

(1865–1866), Grant & Riggs (1876–1877), J. Frank
Grant (1879–1884), and Merit Lening (1887–1888).
In Walton, Rouse Brothers (1879–1888) and Wal

ton Lumber (1930–1949) were important produc
ers of lumber.

.net/encyclopedia (accessed December 21, 2005).
Bracken Co.

end their number had decreased to about 6,100.

The post-World War II housing boom was the
most financially successful period ever for S&Ls.

By 1965 they controlled more than one-fourth of
all personal savings accounts and nearly half of
all single-family mortgages. Real estate developers
owned a controlling interest in many S&Ls, as they

"Grand Opening Saturday for Home Building." Lud
low News Enterprise, September 17, 1959, 1.
Infoplease. "Savings and Loan Association." www.in
foplease.com (accessed December 21, 2005).
Wikipedia. “Savings and Loan Association." www
wikipedia.org (accessed December 21, 2005).

made loans to themselves and their affiliated com

SAWMILLS. Sawmills were established in North

panies. As a result, many S&Ls became insolvent,
and their numbers had dropped to 4,000 by 1980.
The federal government, in an attempt to allow the
institutions to “grow out of their problems," gave
them the right to make both secured and unse
cured loans and to grant commercial credit. The
government also relaxed accounting rules, which
permitted the associations to begin listing intan
gible assets, such as goodwill, on their balance
sheets, making their financial condition appear
better than it actually was. As a result of those
changes, many loan officers who lacked the lend
ing experience, knowledge, and integrity to prop
erly evaluate loan risks made numerous bad loans.
For many years, the state with the most S&Ls

ern Kentucky during the 19th century as settlers
began to build frame structures rather than hand
hewed log buildings. The lumber turned out by
sawmills was needed to build not only houses but
also outbuildings, public buildings, factories and
businesses, boats, wagons, and bridges; additional
needs for lumber included the making of furniture
and other items.

was Ohio, and more than half of Ohio's S&Ls were

The early sawmills were water powered and
located along streams with adequate water flow.
Permission had to be secured from the county
court system, since millponds could flood the
properties of adjacent landowners. It was not un
common for gristmills and sawmills to be oper
ated at the same location. Dams built of logs or
stone provided the water supply to power these

in Hamilton Co., Ohio. In Cincinnati, German

mills. A millrace or flume (an elevated wooden

Americans sponsored manyS&Ls, and that tradi
tion spilled over the Ohio River into Northern
Kentucky. Known as bauvereins, meaning "build
ing societies" in German, they were an important
means of home ownership in the metropolitan
area. In the early 1980s, when it merged with an
other institution, Covington's General Savings and
Loan was the longest-operating S&L in Kentucky,
having remained in business just over 110 years.
During the 1980s, more than 500 S&Ls failed,
and the FSLIC insurance fund was depleted. To
protect depositors, the federal government inter
vened and financially bailed out many of the insol
vent companies. The Federal Home Loan Bank
Board, which oversaw the Federal Home Bank Sys
tem, was abolished and replaced with the Office of
Thrift Supervision, and the FSLIC was replaced
with the FDIC (Federal Deposit Insurance Corpo
ration) deposit insurance. Laws were changed to
allow S&Ls to offer checking accounts and other
banking services. As was typical of what was hap
pening across the country, many Northern Ken
tucky S&Ls ceased operating, merged with other
financial institutions, or became virtually indis
tinguishable from commercial banks. Some in
serted the word bank in their company's name.
Because of those factors, only about 1,100 savings
and loan institutions survived to the year 2000.
However, many of the survivors had grown very
large, and the industry still controlled nearly $900
billion in assets. At the present time, the Kentucky
Federal Savings and Loan, Citizens Federal, and
the Guardian Savings Bank are among the few that
remain in the Northern Kentucky counties of
Boone, Campbell, and Kenton.

trough) was constructed to convey the water from
the dam to the mill, where the water was converted

into power by using water wheels or turbines that
turned a main shaft. Steam engines later permit
ted the construction of mills in small communi

ties far from streams and in urban contexts. By the
early 20th century, water-powered sawmills had
nearly disappeared from Northern Kentucky, re
placed by sawmills powered by steam engines.
Most sawmills were simple buildings equipped
with saws and a carriage for pushing the logs to
the saw blade. Later sawmills had more complex
equipment and performed other tasks beyond
rough sawing.
The technology for producing lumber changed
through the years. The earliest method utilized a
whipsaw that two men operated by pushing up and
down to cut one board at a time. Early machine
powered saws were sash saws that moved up and
down to saw boards. Muley saws (with heavy iron
blades and no wooden frames) followed these and

were faster than the sash saws. The subsequent cir
cular saws were 10 times faster than the muley saws
but were much more wasteful.

Northern Kentucky once had numerous saw
mills. Little information is available regarding the
earliest ones. By the mid-19th century, statewide
gazetteers and city directories became available

that listed these businesses. These sources, along
with city directories, permit a partial listing of
mills that were active in Northern Kentucky.
Boone Co.

At Petersburg, a 19th-century manufacturing cen
ter, were the sawmills of J. C. Jenkins & Company

Most of the county lumber producers were located
in Augusta. They included G. W. Moneyhon and
Brother(1876–1877),G.W. and H.Moneyhon (1879–
1880), W. B. Allen's saw and planing mill (1884),
George T. Kearns's saw and planing mill (1884),
G. W. Moneyhon's saw and planing mill (1884), the
G. W. Moneyhon Company (1896–1906), and Mon
eyhon, Kearns & Company (1881–1883).
Campbell Co.
Among Campbell Co. lumber producers were John
Gubser's steam sawmill (see Gubser's Mill). At

Bellevue, lumberyards were operated by Phillip
Lewis on Fairfield Ave. at the corner of Patchen

Ave. (1878–1880); McHenry & McGuire, at the
southeast corner of Popular St. and Lafayette Ave.
(1892); the Bellevue Planing Mill Company, at the
foot of Van Voast Ave. (1894–1900); the Bellevue &

Dayton Planing Mill Company, at the foot of Van
Voast Ave. (1897); the J. A. Brownfield Company, at
the foot of Van Voast Ave. (1898); the Kentucky
Manufacturing Company, at 52 Fairfield Ave.
(1898–1900); and the G & F Hardware & Builders

Supply Company, at 155 Fairfield Ave. (1923).
Newport was the largest center of the lumber
industry in Campbell Co. and the second-largest
producer of lumber in Northern Kentucky. Only
Covington had a larger lumber industry. The nu
merous companies and individuals sawing and
selling lumber in Newport included many with lo
cations on Monmouth St. John Taylor & Sons, at
the northeast corner of Monmouth and Ringold
Sts. (1861–1869); J. C. Gaddis & Company (1869–
1874); James K. Stone (later Stone & Miller) (1878–

1905); Joseph Weingartner, whose firm became
Weingartner Lumber Company Inc. and later
moved to John St. (1880–1924); Eagle Planing Mill
& Star Lumber Company (1888–1891); Philip J.
Veith (1892–1894); Veith & Rashe (1895); Fred

Miller (1906–1917); and the Cincinnati Poplar
Company (1910–1911).
The community of Dayton was the second
largest lumber center in Campbell Co., after New
port. The many sawmills and lumberyards in Day
ton included Meade & Cibber (1873–1874); George
Maxey, at the southwest corner of Sixth and Main
Aves. (1884–1885); Maxey & Harris, at the south
east corner of Third and Berry Aves. (1884–1885);
Willison & Wilmer, at the northwest corner of

Fairfield Ave. and McKinney St. (1886–1887) and
then at 67 Fairfield Ave. (1888–1891); Wilmer Bros.,

at 67 Fairfield Ave. (1892); the Dayton Lumber
Company, at the northwest corner of Fairfield Ave.
and McKinney St. (1894); Kennedy & Bevland, at
the northwest corner of Walnut and Popular Sts.
(1894); Hugh Kennedy, at the corner of Walnut
St. and the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad
(1895–1897); the Newport and Dayton Lumber
Company, at 212 Lindsey St. (1904–1905) and at
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214 Lindsey St. (1906–1907); the W. J. Wilmer
Lumber Company, at 120 Sixth Ave. (1908–1911);
the G & F Hardware & Lumber Company, at 214
Lindsey St. (1928–1929); and the G & F Lumber
Company (1945).
Carroll Co.

Carrollton had the greatest concentration of lum
beryards in Carroll Co. They included P. Hunley
(1859–1860), Samuel Johnston (1859–1860), T. F.
Landers (1859–1860), John Meier (1873–1877), F. J.

Miller & Company (1873–1874), Ebenezer Hafford
(1876–1887), Baker & Gin (1879–1880), Baker,

Ginn & Company (1881–1883), G. F. Bannock
(1883), J. G. Ginn (1883), Adkinson Brothers (1896),
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of Second St. between Main and Johnston Sts.
(1866–1867); John Harremeier, on the north side

Lumber producers operating in Ludlow were
H. Barr and Company, on Ash at the northeast

of Pike St. between Craig and Greer Sts. (1866);

corner of Carneal (1878–1879); James H. Barr, on

J. D. Shutt and Company, on the west side of

the northeast corner of Ash and Carneal Sts.

Scott St. between Second and Third Sts. (1866–
1867), 225 Scott St. (1868–1877); Culbertson &

the foot of Carneal St. (1888–1889), on the north

(1879–1887); R. H. Fleming, at 83 Elmond St. and

Alexander, 23 Seventh St. near Depot (1868–1869);
Creen, Culbertson & Company, at the corner of

east corner of George and Elm Sts. (1890–1893), at

Second and Main Sts. (1876–1877); D. C. Culbert

(1897–1899); Ludlow Lumber Company, at the foot
of Carneal St. (1902–1903); and the Ideal Supply
Company Inc. (J. J. Weaver, president; Williams S.
Ludlow, vice president; Ulie J. Howard, secre
tary), at 312 Adela Ave. (1928–1929), 512 Adela

son & Brother, Main St. at northwest corner of

Second St. (1878–1897), at the northeast corner of
Second and Main Sts. (1880–1894); J. A. Culbert

son & Company, 16–32 W. Eighth St. (1878–1881),
22 W. Eighth St. (1888–1889), C. C. Hagemeyer &
Company (1881–1882); Jacob Price,412 Madison

the foot of Kenner St. (1894–1896), 92 Elm St.

Ave. (1931–1948).
Mason Co.

pany (1955–1958).

Ave. (1884–1885), 428 Madison Ave. (1886–1889),
426 Madison Ave. (1890–1896), 425 Madison Ave.
(1897–1903); J. T. Hatfield, 111 Powell St. (1886–
1887); Clemens Hellmann, 165 W. 12th St. (1886–

Gallatin Co.

1905); the Ohio Scroll & Lumber Company, at the
northwest corner of 12th and Washington Sts.

Fish St. (1829); Morris A. Hutchins (1831); Rueben
Case (1833); F. McLanahan (1859–1860); W. B.
Mathews (1876–1880); Charles Phister (1876–1877);

Ginn & Stanton (1896), the Grobmeyer Coal and
Lumber Yard (?–1948), Howard B. Rich Inc., on
Sixth St. (1949), and the East End Lumber Com

Sawmills and lumber mills at Warsaw were D. B.

Dailey (1873–1874),James A. Howard (1876–1888),
the Sparta Lumber & Manufacturing Company
(1949), and the Wilson Manufacturing Company
(1949).
Grant Co.

(1886–1895), at the northeast corner of Russell
Ave. and Stewart St. (1900–1901), on the north
side of Stewart east of Russell Ave. (1918–1921,

1951–1954), the Covington Lumber Company, on
the west side of Madison Ave. near the Kentucky
Central Shops (1892–1902), Madison Ave, near
the Louisville and Nashville Railroad Shops

Maysville was the center of the lumber business in
Mason Co. Sawmills and lumberyards included
R. W. Thompson, lumberyard on Second St. below

Collins, Rudy & Company (1881–1884), W. B.
Mathews & Company, at 341 E. Second St. (1881–
1914); J. L. Manker (1881–1882); Collins & Rudy
Lumber Company (1887–1896), Ohio River Lum
ber Company (1902–1914); H. H. Collins Lumber
Company (1906), Mason Lumber Company Inc., at

John Collins (1883–1884) sold lumber in New Ea

(1902–1906), at the southwest corner of Madison

E. Second St., northeast corner of Limestone St.

gles Mills, while John R. Shigger (1879–1882), Ben
jamin Burkley (1887–1888), and Thomas Carter

Ave. and Hicks St. (1908–1911); the Covington
Saw Mill Company, at the northeast corner of Sec

(A. A. McLaughlin and L. N. Behan) (1913–1918);
Limestone Lumber Company, 329 E. Second St.

(1887–1888) sawed lumber in Stewartsville. At

ond and Main Sts. (1895–1897), at the foot of Main
St. (1898–1903); W. Jas. Salter, 225 Scott St. (1897);

(1916–1921), Second St. and the northwest corner of

Williamstown, lumber was produced and sold by
Frank Carder (1879–1884), Hudson (1887–1888),

George Lubrecht, at the northwest corner of Pike

R. H. Elliston & Company (1906), and James Lum
mis & Company, located four miles east of

and York Sts. (1904–1905); Heilmann Lumber

Williamstown.

Commerce St. (1922–1935); and Maysville Lumber
Company, at 139–143 E. Second St. (1922–1934).

Company (1906); Hellmann Lumber & Manufac
turing Company, 165 W. 12th St. (1906–1919),321

Owen Co.

W. 12th St. (1920–1932), 321 W. 12th St. (1936–

by's Mill. Sawmills in Owenton included the
Roland Brothers (1876–1884), C. G. Kenney (1883–
1888), I. F. Mundy (1883–1884), the Kenney Broth

Bart Mason (1886) had a lumber business at Lus

Kenton Co.

1958); Veith & Zweigart, 22 W. Eighth St. (1908–

Covington, which supported more sawmills, lum
beryards, and related businesses than any other
area of Northern Kentucky, had a major lumber
industry during much of its history. Over the
years, some of the companies changed their names
and underwent changes in ownership. There were
companies with long histories and others that ex
isted only briefly. A couple of businesses appear to
have sold recycled lumber; one group of busi
nesses sold lumber but did no sawing. Among the
companies involved in lumber production and
sales were these: the Licking Valley Saw Mill, on
the Licking River between 12th and 13th Sts.
(1851–1855); E. T. Rusk & Company (1855); Rusk

1915), at the southwest corner of 16th St. and
Madison Ave. (1916–1919), at the southwest cor
ner of Madison Ave, and 24th St. (1920–1921); the

ers (1896), James Johnson (1906), and C. W. Ken

Beets Lumber Company, at 32nd St. and De
Coursey Ave. and Union St. (1916–1932); the A.
M. Lewin Lumber Company, at the southwest

Pendleton Co.

& Carithers's steam sawmill, on the bank of the

Ohio River just below Willow Run (1855–1897);
Ezra Baily & Son, on the river between Main and
Johnston Sts. (1861), at the northeast corner of
Second and Main Sts. (1866–1867), at the corner
of Seventh and Main Sts. (1868), at the foot of
Main St. (1871–1872); C. A. and W. C. Culbertson,
south side of the Seventh St. Market (1861); W. C.

Culbertson, on the north side of Pike St. opposite
the depot (1861), on Seventh St. between Wash
ington St. and Madison Ave. (1866), on Eighth St.
between Madison Ave. and Washington St. (1871–
1872); the Covington Saw Mills, on the south side

corner of Madison Ave. and 24th St. (1923–1954);

the Yates-Lahner Company Inc., Southern Ave.
and the Louisville and Nashville Railroad (1923–

1937); Ray Price, 103 W. 10th St. (1926–1927);
the Advance Millwork Company, on Garrard at
the southeast corner of Eighth St. (1929–1958); the
Yates Lumber Company Inc., Southern Ave. and
the Louisville and Nashville Railroad (1929–

1939), 34th St. and DeCoursey Ave. (1940–1956);
and Kelly Brothers Lumber Company, Latonia
Ave. at the southeast corner of 35th St. (1948–
1995).

The three lumber producers at Erlanger in
cluded the Boone-Kenton Lumber Company Inc.,
at 219 Crescent Ave. (1931–1966); the Erlanger
Lumber Company, at Dixie Highway and the
Southern Railway (1931–1941), at Dixie Highway

ney (1929).

Many small communities participated in the lum
ber industry in Pendleton Co. B. F. Hume placed an
ad in the May 10, 1851, issue of the Covington Jour
nal offering for sale a steam sawmill about eight
miles from Falmouth. The mill was warranted to

saw 4,000 feet of lumber in 12 hours. The county
seat of Falmouth had the following saw and lumber
mills: J. E. and J. W. Thompson, at Main and Cross
Sts. near the Licking River (1874–1880); J. E.
Thompson (1881–1884); J. W. Ashbrook (1883–
1884); Bidge Bishop (1883–1888); William Fardo
(1883–1884); G. W. Galloway (1883–1884); George
Myers (1896); and T. M. Shoemaker & Company
(1887–1906). At Gardnersville, R. McNay (1879–
1888) sawed lumber.

Clark, Victor S. "Manufactures of Wood." In History
of Manufactures in the United States, vol. 3. New
York: Peter Smith, 1949.

near corner of Crescent Ave. (1943–1956); and Bass

Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason

& Company, Kenton Lands Rd. (1957–1958). Still
operating is the Independence Lumber and Supply
Company in Independence.

County. Lexington, Ky. Transylvania, 1936.
Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky Vol. 1. Cov
ington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
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and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.
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SCHAFFER, ROBERTJ. (b. December 12, 1921,

St. Bernard, Ohio). Robert Joseph Schaffer, the son
of John Jacob and Mary Ann Gerwin Schaffer, has
contributed much to the musical life of Northern

Kentucky and Cincinnati in his roles as music di
rector at Covington's Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, series director and founder of the
Cathedral Concert Series, and music professor at
Thomas More College and at the former Semi
nary of St. Pius X. In addition, he helped to es
tablish the transition in Roman Catholic music for

the liturgy after the vast changes of the Second
Vatican Council (1963–1967).
Robert was educated in Cincinnati at St. Clem

ent Elementary and Roger Bacon High School.
During World War II, he served in a U.S. Army
band in Coventry, England; after several years the
band moved to London, to fill the place of the
Glenn Miller U.S. Army Air force band, which had
been transferred to Paris, France. After the war,
Robert returned to Cincinnati to work as an or

ganist and as a freelance trombonist-pianist. He
studied Gregorian chant at the Atheneum of Ohio
in Cincinnati and earned a BA in music (organ
performance) with Parvin Titus at the Cincinnati
Conservatory of Music.
It was at the organ department of the conser
vatory that Schaffer met Rita Avram, a fellow or
gan student, whom he eventually married. Both
completed graduate degrees in New York City.
Robert Schaffer entered the Graduate School of

Arts and Sciences at New York University in New
York City and studied musicology. Among his

professors were noted scholars Curt Sachs and
Gustav Reese; Schaffer's focus was the polyphonic
masses of the Renaissance masters. Rita earned an

MA in sacred music at Union Theological Semi
nary School of Sacred Music in Cincinnati, study
ing organ with Vernon de Tar. The couple's three
children have worked solely in music: Mark (d.
1993) earned a PhD in musicology from the Cin
cinnati College-Conservatory of Music; as a Ful
bright Scholar in organ at Hamburg (Germany),

the United States and Canada and is a former

member of the Board of Directors of the Compos
er's Forum for Catholic Worship. He was an organ
ist for the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra under
music director Max Rudolf (1958–1970) and has
worked with conductors of world stature, such as
Leonard Bernstein, James Levine, and Robert

Shaw, and with the Cincinnati Symphony Orches
tra, the Cincinnati Opera, and the Cincinnati May
Festival.

he studied with Heinz Wunderlich. At the time of

his death, he was director of music at the Hyde
Park (Ohio) Community Methodist Church.
Gregory (b. 1956), associate organist-choralassis
tant at the Covington Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, is an improviser and a freelance key
boardist. Rebecca Schaffer Wells (b. 1960) earned

“Blessed by Music—Covington Cathedral Has Been
the Concert Home for the Schaffers," KP, January
13, 2005, 4K.

Business letters of Msgr. Francis Mielech and Bishop
William Mulloy, June 1955–September 1958, Ar

chives of the Diocese of Covington, Erlanger, Ky.
"Cathedral Maestro Has Heavenly Touch,” KP,
March 22, 1994, HK–2K.

her BA from Thomas More College and studied
music as a graduate student at Miami University,
Oxford, Ohio. During the first years of marriage

“Organists Conduct Special Concerts,” KP, July 17,

and children, Robert Schaffer continued his edu

Rebecca Schaffer Wells

cation at Columbia University in New York City,
in doctoral composition.
Schaffer's longest professional association has
been as music director for the Covington Cathe
dral Basilica of the Assumption. He was hired as
organist in 1949, left to complete his graduate
work, and returned in 1952. His role was expanded
to music director under Bishop William Mulloy
in 1958 (see Cathedral Basilica of the Assump
tion Choral Music, Pipe Organs).
When the Second Vatican Council opened the
way for liturgy in the vernacular, that is, the local
language of each country, Schaffer composed nu
merous masses, including For American Mar
tyrs, Chorale, American Wedding Program, and
choral works. His former Cathedral colleague,
Omer Westendorf, of the World Library of Sacred
Music, published these works. For American
Martyrs and Chorale are used currently in many

1990, 8K.

SCHMITT, JOHANN (b. 1825, Heinstadt,

Baden, Germany; d. June 10, 1898, Covington, Ky).
One of Covington's most illustrious residents of
the second half of the 19th century was the Ger
man immigrant painter Johann Schmitt. As a
young man, Schmitt lived in Munich, the capital
of Bavaria, where he absorbed the lessons of con

temporary German religious art without having
to attend an art school. In 1848 he came to the
United States and settled in Melrose, Westchester

Co., N.Y. He called himself"a painter of real Cath
olic art” in his 1861 advertisement in the weekly
Catholicnewspaper Der Wahrheitsfreund. Johann
Schmitt's first commission in the United States was

to paint murals for the church of St. Alphonsus in
New York City. Other commissions for murals in
churches along the eastern seaboard followed.
In 1862 Schmitt joined the Covington Altar

dioceses in North America.

Stock Building Company, where he became a

Schaffer taught in Covington at the Cathedral
Lyceum (the Cathedral Basilica of the Assump
tion's parish elementary school) and at La Salette
Academy. Eventually, he was asked to assist Sr.
Marcella Fedders, O.S.B., in her teaching duties at
Covington's Villa Madonna College (now Thomas
More College), and upon her retirement Schaffer
assumed the faculty position, teaching music his
tory and chorus. Schaffer still relishes teaching
music history there. Several of his Thomas More

painter of altarpieces as well as murals. With his
first wife, Margaret Reichert, he settled in a house
along Covington's Greenup St., near the company's
workshop. Devout Catholics, Schmitt and his wife
worshipped at St. Joseph Catholic Church,
Covington, and Schmitt became a member of
the Cincinnati-based Society of Christian Art. The
couple adopted a daughter, Mary, who was her fa
ther's model for the Virgin Mary in many of his
paintings. The daughter died in 1885, at age 23. Af.

students, as well as students from the other institu

ter Schmitt's first wife died in 1891, he married

tions where he has taught, have participated in the
Bishop's Choir at the Cathedral Basilica of the As
sumption. In 1998 Thomas More College awarded
him the honorary degree LittD. Schaffer was con
currently professor of music at the diocesan semi
nary, St. Pius X Seminary, where he taught many
priests of the Diocese of Covington and other dio

again. His new wife, Elizabeth Scheper Meyer

ceses (see Roman Catholics).

Racke (twice a widow), had six children. One of

them, Frank Meyer Jr., assisted Schmitt in his later
years with mural paintings.
Schmitt quickly became the leading painter of
the Altar Building Stock Company. Examples of
his work may be found in several Northern Ken
tucky churches and in chapels, monasteries, con

Schaffer is a member and former dean of the

vents, and cathedrals across the Midwest and the

American Society of Composers, Authors, and

East. The first commission Schmitt fulfilled after

Publishers and a member of the American Guild

his arrival in Northern Kentucky, in 1862, was a
decoration of St. Francis Seraph Church, at Liberty
and Vine Sts. in Cincinnati. He painted the four
theological doctors of the Western, or Roman

of Organists and the Conference of Roman Catho
lic Cathedral Musicians. He has been a faculty
member at sacred music workshops throughout

SCHRODER, WILFRIDALBERT “WIL”

been called Schmitt's artistic masterpiece. It re
called the triumph of the Roman Catholic Church
over the German Chancellor Otto von Bismarck,

who had instigated the so-called Kulturkampf in
tended to curtail the power of the Catholic Church
in Germany. In Schmitt's composition St. Joseph
hovers above St. Peter's Cathedral in Rome, bless

ing Pope Leo XIII and numerous cardinals, arch
bishops, bishops, and abbots, who kneelin adora

tion. Each of the men portrayed in the gathering
was an accurate portraitofa contemporary church
dignitary Schmitt created a silver-point drawing
of the painting for the pope, which remains in the

Johann Schmitt, ca. 1892–1893

Catholic, Church: St. Ambrose, St. Augustine,
St. Gregory, and St. Jerome, on a gold-leaf back
ground. In the same year, Schmitt began creating
seven paintings over the main and side altars at
the Immaculata Church (today's Holy Cross
Immaculata Church) on Cincinnati's Mount Ad

ams. They depict scenes from the life of the Virgin
Mary and occupied the artist until 1870.
Church decorations by Schmitt can be found in
rural Northern Kentucky in many places where
German Catholic immigrants had erected small
churches. Seventeen miles south of Covington, on
a hillside above Morning View, Schmitt painted
Mary's Assumption in a church by the same name.
In nearby Alexandria an identical composition is
displayed in the local Catholicchurch, and at St. Jo
seph Catholic Church, Camp Springs, Schmitt
painted St. Joseph with the Christ Child, a favorite
image among local German Catholic settlers.

min and Lora Boss Schoolfield. His father died

when Frank was two years old, and he was sent to
live in Newport with his maternal grandfather, Al
exander Boss. Frank received only an eighth-grade
education, yet he became known as the poet laure
ate of Northern Kentucky, composing more than
100 poems. Most of the poems are about his life
experiences, such as the horrors of the Civil War,
the joy of riding in a mule-drawn cart, and the
thrill of walking across the John A. Roebling

Bridge for the first time. He wrote extensively
about Kentucky's natural beauty and its abundant

life. The first Mother of God Church in Covington

fieldsent the poem to the governorand was thrilled

had been dedicated in 1842. The second, larger
building, was erected in 1870–1871, and in 1890,
its interior receivedentirely new decorations.
In addition to murals and altar paintings,
Schmitt created easel paintings with religious
themes. The Sisters of St. Benedictin Covington
received several such artworks. The largest shows
St. Walburga, the founder of the sisters order,
blessing Covington's St. Joseph Church, St. Joseph
School, and the St. Walburg Monastery (see Sis

to receive a letter back, encouraging him to keep
writing and to make a book of his poems. How
ever, he never attempted to capitalize on his talent
but instead earned his living as a foreman with the
Houston, Stanwood & Gamble Company,
manufacturers of steam engines and boilers in
Covington. He married a girl whose name was
Missouri, and they had two sons and two daugh
ters. Schoolfield died of stomach cancer at age 77 at
his home at 123 W. Fourth St. in Covington. He
was buried in the Highland Cemetery in Fort
Mitchell. His wife preceded him in death, but his

ters of St. Benedict).

The painterleſt works in Illinois, Indiana, Kan
sas, Minnesota, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin, in
addition to his paintings in New York and along
the East Coast. His largest muralisa 35-by-50-foot

depiction of the Crucifixion above the high altar in
St.Xavier Cathedral at Green Bay, Wis.
Johann Schmitt has been called "the first

wildlife. When Schoolfield was about 50, he wrote

a poem titled, "Dedicated to Governor James B.

McCreary," which spoke about his great love for
Kentucky and about its fantastic scenery. School

four children survived him.

"Covington Poet Shuns Acclaim." KP April 15, 1938,9.

"F. E. Scoolfield Succumbs at Age 78." KP January 3,
1939, 1.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 1802, for the year
1939.

Christian artist of America." He died in 1898 at his

Covington house along Greenup St. and was bur
ied in the Mother of God Cemetery in Latonia.
During his early years with the Covington
Altar Company, Schmitt became the first teacher

SCHRODER, WILFRIDALBERT “WIL” (b.

April 19, 1946, Cincinnati, Ohio). Wilfrid Albert
Schroder, who became a Kentucky Supreme Court
judge, is a resident of Fort Mitchell, Ky., the son of

of a young boy, Frank Duveneck, who was born

Wilfrid R. and Mary Magdalen Arlinghaus Schro

in Covington to German immigrant parents. After

der. He received both his BA (1968) and his ID

(1970) from the University of Kentucky and also
holds an advanced law degree, the LLM, from the
University of Missouri in 1971. He was admitted to
practice law in Kentucky in 1970 and in Missouri

years of study at the Munich Royal Academy of
Art, Duveneck became one of the most famous

ones. For his altar paintings, the number of faces
determined the price. But when he painted for
poor mission churches, he frequently donated his

American impressionist painters of the late 19th
and early 20th centuries.

artworks.

Pohlkamp, Diomede, O.F.M. "A Franciscan Artist of

At the St. Joseph Church in Covington, the art
ist created two large murals between 1875 and
1879. The Death of St. Joseph and St. Joseph, Pro
tector of the Universal Church. The latter has

1861, Foster, Ky; d. January 2, 1939, Covington,
Ky). Poet Frank Schoolfield was the son of Benja

when the St. Joseph Church was razed in 1970,
Schmitt's murals were destroyed.
At Covington's Mother of God Catholic
Church, Schmitt painted five large murals titled
Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary in 1890, late in his

The painter charged from $500 to $800 for his

and St. Boniface.

SCHOOLFIELD, FRANK E. (b. October 28,

collection of the Vatican Museum. Unfortunately,

massive murals and $100 to $200 for the smaller

Schmitt specialized in certain religious top
ics, including the Holy Family and St. Joseph, but
occasionally he dealt with less-well-known im
ages. In 1868 he began an ambitious project of
decorating the Chapel of the Ursuline Sisters in
Louisville with the legend of the martyred St. Ur
sula, who was killed by Attilathe Hun outside the
walls of the city of Cologne in Germany. Three
other Louisville churches also received paintings
by Schmitt: St. Martin of Tours, St. Peter Claver,
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in 1972. He married Susan Marie Wahlbrink in

Kentucky, Johann Schmitt, 1825–1898, Francis
can Studies7 (June 1947): 147–170.

Scheessele, Mary Kenneth, O.S.B., and Annemarie
Springer. "German-American Religious Art in
Southern Indiana." Indiana German Heritage
Society2(1998):54–57.

Springer, Annemarie. Nineteenth Century German
American Church Artists. www.ulibiupui.edu/
kadelspringer/index.html (accessed November 17,
2005).

Ven, Sister Hilary, C.S.B. "Iohann Schmitt's Master.
piece." In Souvenir of the Golden Jubilee Celebration
in Commemoration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the
St. Joseph Boys' School, 1870–1920. Covington, Ky:
Alban Wolff, 1920.

Annemarie Springer

1993.

In 1971, while completing his LLM, Schroder
worked as an attorney for the Kansas City Legal Aid
Society, and then as a corporate attorney for the St.
Paul Insurance Company (1971–1972), before re
turning home to Kentucky. He was an assistant law
professor at the Salmon P. Chase College of Law
for its first three years in Kentucky, 1972–1975. From
1975 to 1983, he was in private practice in Coving
ton with his brother Robert. Wil Schroder was ap
pointed Newport city attorney when the reform
commission was elected and served at the onset of

Newport's early riverfront development (1982–
1983). He spent 22 years as a judge before his elec
tion to the Kentucky Supreme Court, including a
term astrial court judge (Kenton District Court) for
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nearly eight years (1983–1991) and service on the
Kentucky Court of Appeals for more than 15 years
(1991–2006). In November 2006 Schroder was

elected a justice of the Kentucky Supreme Court. He
was the fourth person elected to serve there for the
Sixth Judicial District since it was created by a 1975
Amendment to the Constitution of Kentucky. He

master, but so full of music. He approached music
in such a cool way in that it was a very attractive
way to learn about life. I learned a lot about how to
rehearse. It was about not settling for anythingless
than possible."
One of Schueler's students at Milliken was

outdoors at shooting grounds. Schuetzen clubs
were copies of similar clubs in Germany. They cel
ebrated shooting prowess, good fellowship, good
citizenship, and camaraderie. The membership
included Catholics and Protestants, Republicans
and Democrats, common laborers, entrepreneurs,
and corporate officers. A good lager beer was sel

succeeded Justice Donald Wintershiemeras North

Thomas Rotondi, the leader of the U.S. Military
Academy's band, who also described Schueler as a

ern Kentucky's representative on the court.

major influence in his musical life. Schueler died of

ties and may have helped knock the sharp edges

a brain tumor in 1994. During his career, he pro

off of any social, religious, or political differences
among members. Discussion of religion or poli

Kentucky Court of Justice. "Justice Wil Schroder."
http://courts.ky.gov/courts/supreme/justices/
schroder.htm (accessed July 10, 2008).
Paul L. Whalen

SCHUELER, ROGER (b. July 16, 1921, Buffalo,

duced several records and wrote one book. A num
ber of music awards have been named in his honor.

As recently as 2003, the Illinois unit of the Interna
tional Association for Jazz Education presented its
prestigious Outstanding Jazz Educator Award to
Roger Schueler, nine years postmortem.

N.Y.; d. March 5, 1994, Decatur, Ill.). Jazz artist,
The Cool Colonels. The Cool Colonels: Dance Time.

composer, trumpeter, and band leader Roger Ed
ward Schueler received a BA from Indiana Central

Directed by Roger Schueler, LP-U., n.d. Musical
Americana Collection, 1930–1960, Record Series

University in Indianapolis, Ind., in 1943 and an
MM from the Cincinnati College Conservatory of
Music in 1949. He did further graduate work at
the Berkeley School of Music and the University of

12/9/50, Univ. of Illinois Library (MAC).
. The Cool Colonels: On Tour. Directed by
Roger Schueler LP-U, 1963. MAC.
Dixie Heights Concert Band. Dixie Heights Spring

Illinois in Urbana. He also studied for six sum

Concert. Directed by Roger Schueler. LP-U., 1963.

mers with Pierre Montreux, the French-born in

ternationally renowned conductor, and was the
recipient of a Ford Foundation grant to study with
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra conductor Thor

MAC.

Schueler, Roger. So You Want to Lead a Jazz Band.
Winona, Minn.; Hal Leonard, n.d.
The Sousa Archives, Center for American Music,
Univ. of Illinois, Urbana, Ill.

Johnson.

Schueler taughtatDixie Heights High School
in Edgewood for 10 years, ending in 1964. In 1963

Gary Lynwood Johnston

he lived at 25 Beechwood Rd. in Fort Mitchell. He

SCHUETZEN CLUBS. Northern Kentucky had
several schuetzen clubs, target shooting clubs

married Northern Kentucky native Alma Welsh,

whom he met while teaching at Dixie Heights.
While at Dixie Heights, Schueler created a dance
band-jazz ensemble that he named the Cool Colo
nels. This group produced four albums, and the
third, Cool Colonels on Tour (1963), contained all

original compositions by Dick Fenno, a Californian.
The On Tour album, recorded at King Records in
the Cincinnati neighborhood of Evanston, which
was then the home of James Brown, is listed as a jazz
classic and a collector's item. Shueler created the

Cool Colonels as a regularly scheduled hour-long
daily course, unusual even now in a public school.
In addition, the group rehearsed every Wednesday
evening, and section leaders were expected to con
duct after-school sectional practices weekly. Schuel
er's intense and uncompromising rehearsals pro
duced a stream of talented musicians, including Ted
Piercefield, who played trumpet with Bill Chase,
and Barry Campbell, an alto saxophonist who per
formed with Stan Kenton.

After his departure from Northern Kentucky,
Schueler taught at the University of Wisconsin–
Green Bay for one year and then became the di
rector of jazz and commercial music at Milliken
University in Decatur, Ill., where he remained
for some 23 years, leading that school's award
winning jazz band. The group toured internation
ally. During the Milliken years, Schueler's reputa
tion grew as an influential jazz educator, rehearsal
technician, director, and author. Jazz educator Jim

Culbertson, in the April 2005 International As
sociation of Jazz Educators Journal, wrote 11
years after Schuler's death, “He was a strong task

modeled after early European, especially German,
groups of shooters. In Covington there were the
Deutsche Schuetzen Gesellschaft of Covington,
Kentucky, organized in 1882, and the Lewisburg
Schuetzens, organized about 1883. At least one
other club existed in the region, based in Bellevue
in Campbell Co. The Covington group maintained
shooting grounds at Highland Pk. and the Three
L Highway. The Lewisburg group met at Turner
Hall on Pike St. and did their shooting at the Al
penrose Schuetzen Park on Amsterdam Rd. near
Montague Rd., just outside the Covington city

dom far from the schuetzen club's social activi

tics, as well as quarreling with peers at meetings,
was strictly forbidden, on pain of immediate
expulsion.
The whole movement was oriented toward de

fensive shooting and harked back to mostly Ger
manic origins. The emphasis was on defense of the
home against wild animals and human intruders.
Targets used by the groups often featured an Adler
(eagle), which, it was supposed, might carry offone
of their small children. There were annual compe
titions at which an eagle figure made of wood was
placed on a tall pole and shot at with rifles until no
vestige of the eagle remained. The shooter knock
ing the last piece down was declared the Koenig
(king). He would select a Koenigin (queen) and a
court and would reign at an elaborate ball. Shoot
ing at conventional targets occurred at other meet
ings. Such shooting can be dated back as far as the
10th century in Europe, when bows and arrows
were employed. It came to a sudden halt in Ger
many with the 1934 Schuetzenfest in Germany,

which was taken over by Hitler, who disbanded the
peaceful schuetzen clubs.
The Old World customs made their way to
Northern Kentucky with German immigrants. In
addition to monthly shooting occasions, the pag
eantry of king, queen, court, uniforms, parades,
and balls was continued in the United States. Pho

tographic evidence reveals that schuetzen clubs
paramilitary uniforms had sashes, medals, and

walking sticks or swords. About every four years,
national shoots were held in the United States, and

prizes up to $5,000 in gold were awarded.
The demise of the schuetzen movement in the

limits, now within Park Hills. Heidel Hall, on the
northeast corner of 21st and Russell Sts., where

United States was due to the anti-German senti
ments that arose after the United States entered

many of the Covington schuetzen balls were held,
stands today; the building is now in the Peaselburg
neighborhood of Covington and is used for apart

World War I (see Anti-German Hysteria). Cit
izens with Germanic names who owned guns were
not to be trusted or allowed to exercise their right
of assembly. Alien women were required to register
with the police. The Covington schuetzen clubs
were disbanded and their remaining assets turned
over to the American Red Cross. Based upon
pro-Germany statements they had allegedly made,

ments. Just across the Ohio River in Cincinnati, a

schuetzen ground was located in what is today the
English Woods section, just south of Westwood
Northern Blvd., on the first hill west of the Mill

Creek Valley.
The German word schuetzen has no exact lit

some of the Covington schuetzen clubs' promi

eral English translation, but in this context the

nent members, who were also prominent members
of the community, were tried for sedition and sent
off to prison for five to seven years at the Atlanta
Federal Penitentiary in Georgia. The local prosecu
tor publicly stated that free speech was not an issue

word means shooting, as in target shooting. The
practice of schuetzen brought with it from Eu
rope many colorful ethnic social customs. Dur
ing the last half of the 19th century, most cities
and towns of any size in the United States that
had a significant Germanic population hosted one
or more schuetzen clubs. In the larger cities, the
clubs often had indoor shooting galleries. How
ever, where possible, the competitions were held

in these cases.

Todaytherearescattered fragmentsofschuetzen
organizations surviving in the United States. One
club operates in Texas, and a few revival clubs exist
elsewhere, but none survive in Northern Kentucky.

SCOTT, JOHN

Locally, the schuetzen clubs were swept away by the
wave of patriotism accompanying World War I and

SCHULKERS, ROBERT F. (b. July 21, 1890,
Covington, Ky.; d. April 6, 1972, Cincinnati, Ohio).
Author Robert Franc Schulkers, son of Covington
policeman Henry Herman Schulkers and Maria

of Caroline Williams), long-time director of the
Cincinnati Enquirer's art department. The Secka
tary Hawkins book series also led to the establish
ment of the Seckatary Hawkins Fair and Square
clubs. Anyone who promised to live up to the club
rules of morality, decency, and honesty could join.
Among the rules were "Always be fair and square,"
“Tell the truth,” “Never give up," and “Try to learn
one new thing each day." The club colors, blue and
white, may relate to Catholic vestments, Schulk
ers's German ancestry, or the U.S. flag. At the
height of its popularity, the club had several mil
lion members. Seck Hawkins Days were popular
at the Cincinnati amusement park Coney Island;
there were parades, picnics, and other entertain
ments associated with the clubs. The Seckatary
Hawkins books had an influence on Harper Lee,
who used a quotation from one of them,The Gray
Ghost, at the end of To Kill a Mockingbird to rein
force the moral ending of the novel. Hawkins's
grandson states, “To everyone he ever met, he was a
righteous champion of justice for any that might
be slighted, maligned or misunderstood." The club

Elizabeth Wueller, was born at 120 E. 13th St. in a

is still in existence.

never reconstituted.

“Only 3 Dress Part but Thousands Look Good at Keg"
KE, September 25, 1977, B2.
Schiffer, T. D. Muzzle Blasts: The Deutsche Schuetzen

Gesellschaft of Covington, Kentucky. National Muz
zle Loading Rifle Association, 1984.
Souvenir Program of the Deutsche Schuetzen Gesell
schaft of Covington Kentucky. Covington, Ky.,
1910.

“Spectacular Incidents Mark Summoning of Latonia
Men in an Alleged Sedition Inquiry." CTS, July 4,
1918, 1.

Thompson, Jesse, and Tom Rowe. Alte Scheiben

waffen (Old target arms). Vol. 1. Maynardville,
Tenn.; Tom Rowe, 1999. In English.

Thomas D. Schiffer

section of Covington known as Helentown. His
mother was born in Germany, and his father was of
German parentage. Robert attended St. Joseph
parochial grade school in Covington and was an
altar boy at St. Joseph Catholic Church. After grad
uating from St. Joseph High School (today's Cov
ington Catholic High School) in 1906, he stud
ied architectural draftsmanship. In 1915 he
married Julia Buckley Darnell, a distant relative of
President Thomas Jefferson (1801–1809); they lived
at 1012 Park Ave., Latonia. Schulkers loved horses

and betting on horse races and for a time worked at
the Latonia Racecourse. He and his family lived
in Cuba for a time. In 1934 they moved to the Hyde
Park neighborhood of Cincinnati, later to Ault
Park in Cincinnati, and in 1936 to Tremont Rd. in

Upper Arlington, Ohio, a Columbus suburb. Dur
ing that time Schulkers was secretary to Ohio gov
ernor John Bricker, in charge of publicity and de
velopment for the state of Ohio. In 1942 The
Schulkerses returned to Cincinnati. Schulkers died
in 1972 and was entombed in a mausoleum at

Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati.
Schulkers is best known as the author of the

Seckatary Hawkins series of children's books. In
1911 he became the secretary to the publisher of
the Cincinnati Enquier, W. F. Wiley. He began to
write stories for children in the paper. In 1918 he
was asked to contribute a weekly story, and on Feb
ruary 3, 1918, the first Seck Hawkins story, “The
Snow Fort," appeared. His father's songs and sto
ries were the stimulus for these mysteries for young
boys, which were set primarily in the Covington
area. The author hoped to promote, through his
stories, tolerance and fair play for all, including
people often branded as different because they
were, for example, overweight. The character Seck
atary Hawkins himself was portly.
In addition to the books that resulted from the

newspaper column, Schulkers wrote the text for a
newspaper comic strip series from the 1920s. Until
1928 it was illustrated by Carl B. Williams (father

“Artist's Brush Is Laid Aside; Carl Williams Called by
Death,” CE, February 11, 1928, 12.
“Robert Schulkers,” CE, April 9, 1972,6B.
Seckatary Hawkins. www.seckatary.com/ (accessed
April 3, 2006).

Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Danny Miller
SCHWARBERG, WILLIAM “BILL’’ (b. Au

gust 25, 1912, Newport, Ky.; d. September 13, 2001,
Covington, Ky.) Athletics coach and administra
tor William “Bill" D. Schwarberg was the son of
William F. and Mary Cunningham Schwarberg.
He played on Covington's undefeated 1931
Holmes High School football team and gradu
ated in 1932. He entered the University of Cincin
nati (UC) in Cincinnati, where he played halfback
and quarterback in football and shortstop on the
baseball team. He graduated from UC in 1936 and
became the quarterback of the first Cincinnati
Bengals professional football team in 1937. That
team played at Crosley Field in Cincinnati, in the
original American Football League, which folded
in 1941. Schwarberg coached and taught at Dixie
Heights High School in Edgewood and later at
Holmes High School; his undefeated 1942 football
team won the Kentucky state championship.
Meanwhile, he completed an MA and then spent
two years in the U.S. Navy, beginning in 1944. Af.
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greatest collegiate basketball players in history, the
Big"O,” Oscar Robertson. For a few years, Schwar
berg also served as head baseball coach at UC. He
retired from UC in 1985. He was the recipient of
many awards during his career and was inducted
into several sports halls of fame. He was a member

of the Covington School Board. Schwarberg al
ways thought of himself not as a successful athlete,
not as a great coach, which he was, but first and
foremost as a teacher. Schwarberg died in 2001 at
his home in Kenton Hills, overlooking his beloved
Covington. He was married to Ruby Lovell, along
time teacher in the Cincinnati and Kenton

Co. public school systems, who had died in 1992.
Billman, Rebecca. “UC Legend Bill Schwarberg Dies,”
CE, September 15, 2001, B14.

“Bill Schwarberg, 1st Bengals' Quarterback, UC
Coach, Teacher.” KP September 14, 2001, 17A.
“Northern Ky. Hall of Fame Will Induct Four Mem
bers,” KP December 10, 1996, 6K.
SCIENCE AND SCIENTISTS. See Archaeol

ogy, Geology; Glaciers; Pharmacy; Weather
and Climate; names of specific scientists.
SCOTT, JOHN (b. May 8, 1767, Londonderry
Co., Ireland; d. November 12, 1846, Carroll Co.,

Ky). In 1788 John Scott, who became a Baptist
minister and a surveyor, immigrated to the United
States, carrying a letter of recommendation that
stated he was a member of the Presbyterian
Church, entitled to all its privileges. He arrived in
Lexington in November 1789, where he converted
to the Baptist faith and united with the Town Fork
Baptist Church in September 1790. He later moved
to Franklin Co. and became a member of the Forks
of Elkhorn Church. Scott was ordained a minister

on the second Sunday of March 1802. He served as
pastor of the Twins Church (now the New Liberty
Baptist Church) in Owen Co. from 1802 to 1833;
his was the longest pastorate in the history of that
church. He is also generally regarded as the first
minister to arrive in what is today Owen Co. In
1803 Scott was also called to the Ghent Baptist
Church, where he served as its second pastor and
donated the land on which the present church
building now stands at Ghent in Carroll Co. Ken
tucky governor Christopher Greenup (1804–1808)
appointed Scott the Gallatin Co. surveyor, and
while he served in this capacity (from 1808 to 1813),
he surveyed the original boundaries for the town of
Ghent. He moved to a site within present Carroll
Co. in 1825 and helped to establish the Sharon Bap
tist Church. He remained a member there from its

ter the war Bill became an assistant football coach

establishment in 1825 until his death in 1846.

at UC and also was in charge of intramural athlet
ics. In 1952 he became UC's golf coach; no less than
15 of his golfers entered the professional ranks
during Schwarberg's 29 years in that position. He

died in 1832, he married Mrs. Mary Adams White
head Bailey. His second wife died in 1840, and in

became “Dr. Bill" in 1956 when he received a PhD

dren in all.

from Columbia University in New York City. Over
the years he held various positions within the ad
ministration of UC's athletics program. Schwar
berg later often talked about how, as UC's assistant
athletic director, he had to arrange special segre
gated hotel arrangements in the South for one of the

In 1795 Scott married Jane Sneed. After she

1842 he married Maria Alexander. He had 13 chil

Darnell, Ermina. Forks of Elkhorn Church. Balti
more: Genealogical, 1980.

“The History of the New Liberty Baptist Church, New
Liberty, Kentucky," 1951, New Liberty Baptist
Church, New Liberty, Ky.
Sandra Thomas
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SCOTT, PATRICIA. A. “PAT”

SCOTT, PATRICIA A. “PAT” (b. July 14, 1928,
Covington, Ky). Pat Scott is the daughter of Wil
fred and Irene Patrick Scott of Burlington and one
of only about 600 women to play baseball profes
sionally in the All-American Girls Professional
Baseball League (AAGPBL).

A natural athlete, Scott began playing baseball
when she was age eight. The family farm included a
baseball field where semipro teams played and held
practice sessions, and the ballplayers playing at this
field took Scott under their wings. During her high
school years, she became known as a particularly
fine fast-pitch softball player in the Cincinnati
area.

Scott graduated from St. Henry District
High School in Elsmere, Ky., in 1948. During her
senior year, her father called her attention to a
newspaper notice about tryouts for the AAGPBL
to be held at Wrigley Field in Chicago. The
AAGPBL was a professional baseball league for
women that operated from 1943 to 1954. In 1942
the owner of the Chicago Cubs, Philip K. Wrigley
of the Wrigley chewing gum empire, became con
cerned that a loss of ballplayers (due to the draft of
men for World War II) would mean no baseball

would be played in Wrigley Field during the war.
He set out to devise a plan to prevent that from
happening. With the help of Ken Sells, the general
manager of the Cubs, the idea of a baseball league
for women was born. The AAGPBL debuted in

1943 with four teams and quickly grew in popular
ity; by 1948 the league had 10 teams, and 1 million
fans were paying to attend its games in parks
around the upper Midwest.
When Scott traveled to Wrigley Field in 1947,
she was 1 of 90 women to try out that day and 1 of
35 players selected for the league. She began the
1948 season with the Springfield (Ill.) Sallies but
returned home early in the season when her
mother became sick. While helping out at home,
Scott returned to pitching for local softball teams,
even playing a stint for the Covington Belles, a
professional softball team that existed briefly in
1950. In 1951 Scott was asked to return to the

AAGPBL, and she pitched for the Fort Wayne Dai
ses from 1951 to 1953. In 1952, under manager

Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y., honored the
AAGPBL, unveiling a permanent exhibit called
“Women in Baseball," which includes a photo of
Scott pitching for the Fort Wayne Daisies. The ex
hibit spawned the idea for the 1992 hit movie A
League of Their Own, starring Geena Davis, Tom
Hanks, and Madonna, among others, and brought
the AAGPBL to increased modern-day attention
and fame. Scott and some of her former teammates

were present on the set when the movie filmed in
Evansville, Ind.

Since 1965 Scott has lived in Walton, Ky. Before
she retired, she trained and showed registered Ap
paloosa horses. Today, she walks up to two miles
per day, bowls, plays golf, and enjoys oil painting
and other hobbies. In 1997 Scott was selected as

she returned to the United States, she enrolled

she retired in 1993. In 1988 the National Baseball

WNOP.” KE, July 5, 2001, B4.

SCOTT HIGH SCHOOL. Scott High School, at
5400 Old Taylor Mill Rd. in Taylor Mill, is the new
est of the three high schools in Kenton Co. It re
ceived accolades for its many design innovations
when it opened in 1978. The school's name honors
Robert Riggs Scott, who was a strong supporter of
education in Kenton Co. When illness compelled
Scott to sell the farm his family had operated in
Crescent Springs, he used $1 million of the pro
ceeds to fund college scholarships for graduates of
Kenton Co. schools and for members of his church.

Kentucky Senior Games. She has participated in
these games many times—including the softball
toss, discus, shot put, golf, and bowling—and is a
frequent medal-winner in her events (in 1993 she
took home five gold medals, three silver medals,

Scott also served on the Kenton Co. Board of Edu

cation from 1952 to 1976, including 16 years as
chairman.

Local architect Robert Ehmet Hayes's stunning
design for the new school, a 150,000-square-foot

and abronze medal). In 2002 the baseball diamond

brick structure, contained several modern ameni

at Walton Community Park was named Pat Scott

ties. Completed at a cost of $13 million, Scott High

Field in her honor, and in 2006 Scott became the
first woman to be inducted into the Northern Ken

tucky Sports Hall of Fame. She had broken new
ground previously at her high school alma mater,
when she became the first woman to be inducted

into St. Henry High School's Sports Hall of Fame.
Growing up in Boone Co., she was a babysitter
for the famous Northern Kentucky international
jockey champion Steve Cauthen, who was her
neighbor.
Flynn, Terry. “Field Named for Pro Pitcher." CE,

School featured interior brick walls and staircases,

carpeting, tile kitchen and restroom floors, an au
ditorium with coliseum seating, an indoor swim
ming pool, and central heating and air condition
ing Budget-minded critics questioned the choice of
interior brick walls and tile floors over less expen
sive building materials; however, Hayes insisted
that their lower maintenance costs made them a

wise investment. The two-story library and cafete
ria are central, communal spaces, designed in ac
cord with the school's open-classroom concept.
Scott High School's 78-acre campus, which it now

March 9, 2002, 1B.

shares with Woodland Middle School, features an

Friedberg, Mary. “Pitching the Senior Games: Wal
impressive athletic complex with lighted baseball,
ton Woman, 67, Played Pro Baseball," KP, April 2,
football, and soccer fields; tennis courts; and across
1997, 1.

Madden, W. C. The Women of the All-American Girls
Professional Baseball League: A Biographical Dic
tionary Jefferson, N.C.; McFarland, 1997.
Scott, Pat. Telephone interview by Verna L. Bond
Broderick, December 18, 2005.

"Scott Heads Hall of Fame Inductees," KP, January
16, 2006, 7K.
Verna L. Bond-Broderick

at the University of Kentucky (UK) at Lexington,
graduating in 1959 with a major in zoology. At UK
she played on the basketball, volleyball, and field
hockey teams and was president of the women's
athletic association for a year.
Following college, Scott became a medical
technologist and research assistant and worked for
Hamagami Labs in Cincinnati for 32 years before

2001, 9A.

“Ray Scott, 84, Was Veteran Jazz Announcer with

the torchbearer for the 12th Annual Northern

Jimmie Foxx, a member of the National Baseball

Hall of Fame, Scott was the pitcher when Fort
Wayne defeated the Rockford Peaches to win the
season championship.
In 1954 Scott was offered a chance to go to Aus
tria as a 4-H agricultural exchange student. Unable
to turn down the opportunity, she finished her
pitching career with 48 wins against 26 losses, a
2.46 ERA (Earned Run Average), 187 strikeouts,
and an outstanding.977 fielding percentage. When

Highland Cemetery Records, Fort Mitchell, Ky.
“Ray Scott, 84, Retired Radio Announcer," KP, July 5,

SCOTT RAY (b. January 17, 1917, Junction City,
Ky.; d. July 3, 2001, Florence, Ky). Longtime
WNOP disk jockey Ray L. Scott grew up in west
ern Pendleton Co. listening to his father strum the
banjo. He was the son of Raymond H. and Cathe
rine Crabtree Scott. He learned to love music of all

types and easily made the transition to jazz from
country music when the Newport station
changed its format in 1961. For 40 years Scott
worked there. He served in the U.S. Army Air
Corps during World War II, and upon returning
in 1948, he began his radio career at WZIP in
Covington. On the radio at WNOP, he became
known as “the grey wolf" because his hair had
grayed prematurely. He died in 2001 from compli
cations of Alzheimer's and was buried at Highland
Cemetery in Fort Mitchell. He was survived by his
wife of 55 years, Jean.

country course. Robert Konerman served as the
high school's first principal, retiring in 1993. Stu
dents voted to name their athletic teams the Eagles.
Scott High School's colors, blue and gray, come
from the school colors of its “parent" schools in the
county—blue from Simon Kenton High School
and gray from Dixie Heights High School.
On two occasions Scott High School students
shared facilities with another Kenton Co. high
school. Scott High School did not open until the
middle of the 1978–1979 academic year, so its stu
dents attended evening classes at Dixie Heights
High School in Edgewood while construction con
tinued on the new building; two years later, Simon
Kenton High School students attended Scott High
School in the evening while their own physical
plant underwent repairs after a gas-leak explosion
(see Simon Kenton High School Explosion).
Scott High School's students, athletes, and
marching bands have won several honors. In 1992
Scott High School merited recognition as a Tier
One Model School by the National Alliance for Re
structuring Education, an honor bestowed that
year on only three schools nationwide. The high
school's alumni include Doug Pelfrey, a former
kicker for the NFL Cincinnati Bengals. Pelfrey
founded Kicks for Kids, a charitable organization

SEBASTIAN, ALEXANDER

that strives to provide area at-risk children with

opportunities to pursue their dreams. Scott High
School's current principal is Clay Dawson, and its
enrollment is approximately 1,160.
"Kicks for Kids Scoring Big,” KP, November 24,
2005, 1B.

“Robert Riggs Scott, Provided Scholarships," KP,
April 19, 2004, A4.

Church was one of many local churches that closed
during the influenza scare from October 1918 until
January 1919. In 1974, all the Methodist black con
ferences were united with the white conferences.

Emerson, Chas. Maysville City Directory, 1884–1885.
Fields, John D. Scott United Methodist Church

100th Anniversary, 1884–1984. Maysville, Ky.
Scott United Methodist Church, 1984.

“Turn Over New Scott High," KP, December 1,
Alex Hyrcza

1978, 2K.

Greg Perkins
SCOTT'S LANDING/REDSTONE/GAINES

HOUSE. One of Carroll Co.'s few remaining an
tebellum Ohio River homes marks the site of the

county's worst steamboat disaster. This elegant
two-story brick home was built by Boone Co. na
tives Squire G. and Harriet Huey Scott, who had
purchased the land three miles east of Carrollton
in 1847. On the afternoon of April 2, 1852, the
steamboat Redstone pulled over to Scott's Land
ing to pickup the Scotts' son Rev. Periander “Perry"
Scott, a popular young Baptist minister and educa
tor from Boone Co. As the steamboat was backing
away from the landing, its boilers exploded, "tear
ing the boat to atoms, and causing her to sink in
less than three minutes in 20 feet of water.” The up
per part of Scott's body was reportedly found more
than a half mile away from where the explosion
took place. At least 14 persons, and perhaps as
many as 35, were killed. Some believed the Red
stone was in an informal race against another
steamboat and that irresponsible behavior by the
crew caused the explosion.
Squire G. Scott died in 1867, and in 1870 his
heirs sold the home to another native of Boone Co.,

SCROGGIN, FREDERICK R. (b. January 24,
1916, Grant Co., Ky.; d. December 11, 2000, Edge
wood, Ky.). Physician Fred R. Scroggin graduated
from Mason High School at Maysville, the Uni
versity of Kentucky at Lexington (1940), and the
University of Cincinnati Medical School. He
married Jane Wiegman in 1942. Scroggin served
in World War II as a flight surgeon in the 339th
Fighter Group, U.S. 8th Air Force, in Europe. Re
turning home in late 1945, he opened a physi
cian's office in Dry Ridge. He was noted for his
willingness to make house calls. Sroggin was ac
tive in the League of Kentucky Sportsmen, serv
ing on its board, and was instrumental in the
founding of the Grant Co. Hospital in William
stown (see St. Elizabeth Medical Center).

Later, he served for three years as president of the

Reis, Jim. “Blown into Eternity. Popular Minister
among Several to Die on Fateful Day in 1852," KP
August 17, 1998,4K.
Bill Davis

Rev. Henson Talbert organized this Mason Co.
church as the Scott Methodist Episcopal Church in
1864 in downtown Maysville. In 1869 the church
joined the Lexington (Methodist) Conference;
Rev. Adam Nunn was the Maysville church's pas
tor in 1869–1870. The present site of the church was
purchased for $800 in 1881, when Rev. John More
land Sr. was pastor. Construction on the building
continued from 1884 until it was completed and
dedicated in 1890. In 1884 the church became

southern Indiana. At that time the southern Indi

Stock Farm, where he bred prize cattle. Scroggin

associations. In about 1820 Alexander married an

died in 2000 at the St. Elizabeth Medical Center

Indiana native, Malinda, and accepted a call to be
pastor of a Freewill Baptist congregation of about
70 people that met in a log church at Bryant's

South in Edgewood and was entombed at the
Williamstown Mausoleum.

"Dr. Fred R. Scroggin, 84, Doctor with Many Talents,”
“North Kentucky U.K. Graduates," KP, August 24,
1940, 1.

John B. Conrad
SEABOARD COAST LINE. The Seaboard

Coast Line operates rail lines in Northern Ken
tucky. At the beginning of the 20th century, the
Atlantic Coast Line (ACL) owned 35 percent of the
ACL allowed the L&N to operate as an indepen
dent company. However, when the ACL fell under
the ownership of Seaboard Coast Lines (SCL) in
1967, the situation changed. The SCL began to ac
quire additional L&N stock, and by 1971 it con
trolled 99 percent of the L&N. The 1970s saw L&N
cars and locomotives being painted with the SCL
"The Family Lines" logo, operational authority
having been transferred from Louisville to the SCL
headquarters in Jacksonville, Fla. In 1982 the L&N
ceased to exist as a separate corporate entity. Later,
the SCL was folded into the CSX.

odist Church denominations in the South: the Af.

Hoffman, Glenn. A History of the Atlantic Coast
Line Railroad. Jacksonville, Fla.: CSX Corpora

A.M.E. Zion Church. The Scott United Methodist

dedicated to the immediate emancipation of Ken
tucky's slaves. A Presbyterian, John Finley Crowe,
who later became president of Hanover College in
Madison, Ind., edited the society's antislavery
newspaper, Abolition Intelligencer and Mission
ary Magazine, out of Lexington and later Shel
byville, Ky.
Asayoungman, Alexander Sebastian preached
against slavery both in Northern Kentucky and in
ana Separate Baptists were part of the Kentucky

known as Scott Chapel Methodist Episcopal (M.E.)
Church. Construction oversight passed on to Rev.
John Moreland Jr. The Maysville City Directory
in 1884–1885 lists Scott's Chapel M.E. Church un
der the heading "Colored Churches." At the time,
there were three major African American Meth
rican Methodist Episcopal Church, the Christian
Methodist Episcopal (C.M.E.) Church, and the

counties. In 1808 Barrow and Carter Tarrant

formed a statewide Abolitionist Society compris
ing 15 preachers and 19 laymen, an organization

lion members. He also owned the local Ponderosa

Louisville and Nashville Railroad (L&N). The
SCOTT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH.

SEBASTIAN, ALEXANDER (b. 1795, Garrard

Co., Ky.; d. 1856, Indiana). Alexander Sebastian, an
antislavery preacher, was the son of William and
Sarah "Sally" Embry Sebastian. The Sebastian fam
ily came from Wake Co., N.C. They were associ
ated with Shubal Stearns's Separate Baptists of the
old Sand Creek Association, who joined the travel
ing church migration from Spotsylvania, Va., into
frontier Kentucky. As a young boy, Alexander cer
tainly knew that in 1804 the proslavery leaders of
the Elkhorn Baptist Association expelled antislav
ery leader Rev. David Barrow from the unified
Baptist Association. As a result, Barrow formed
the Baptized Licking-Locust Association, Friends
of Humanity, with member churches from Barren,
Bracken, Fleming, Garrard, Harrison, and Lewis

National Wildlife Federation, which had 3.5 mil

KP, December 13, 2000, 14A.

Benjamin Logan Gaines. Gaines died in 1917, and
his wife Eugenia Brady Gaines remained there
until her death in 1947, at the age of 101. In 2006
the home continued to be owned by Gaines heirs.
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Drury, George H. The Train Watcher's Guide to
North American Railroads. Waukesha, Wis.;
Kalmbach Books, 1992.
The Historical Guide to North American Railroads.
2nded. Waukesha, Wis.; Kalmbach Books, 2000.

tion, 1998.

Charles H. Bogart

Creek, near Florence, Ind., across the Ohio River

from Warsaw, Ky. On the surface, it appeared that
Freewill Baptists and Separate Baptists shared a
common emphasis on immersion, an Arminian
tradition opposed to Calvinistic predestination.
They tended toward an antislavery position, and
both Baptist denominations had grown out of the
First Great Awakening in New England.
However, the northern Freewill Baptists de
manded very strong antislavery planks in local
church constitutions and insisted on strong asso
ciation covenants; they believed intrinsically in an
educated, ordained clergy and adhered to relatively
standard associational bonds. Separate Baptists,
and particularly Alexander Sebastian, welcomed
local lay ministry; they were less concerned about
education and resisted association control. But of

most concern, the Separate Baptists practiced dis
tinctive revival fervor in their Sunday services. The
differences led to an eruption and eventually a split
in the Bryant's Creek Church.
At first Alexander Sebastian was welcomed

warmly. The Bryant's Creek congregation was noted
for the outspoken antislavery position written into
its charter. Kentuckians crossed the river to heckle

Sebastian's preaching. Sebastian and an older man,
Rev. Benjamin Leavitt, from New York, who lived
in Madison, Ind., served as Freewill Baptist evan
gelists in the river counties for three years. Al
though Sebastian was ordained as a Freewill Bap
tist minister in 1823, at the 1826 Freewill Baptist
yearly meeting in Maineville, Ohio (northeast of
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SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH, CARROLLTON

Cincinnati), he was excluded. He refused to sur

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH, CARROLL

render his Freewill Baptist credentials, though. For

TON. The Second Baptist Church at Carrollton
was constituted in April 1872 in the basement of
the town's white First Baptist Church. The names
of early members of the Second Baptist Church
can be found on the membership roles of the white
First Baptist Church in the antebellum period, as
slaves and as free people of color. On August 10,
1875, Smith and Lavinia Reed gave part of in-lot
285 in town to the trustees of Second Baptist

the next 30 years, Sebastian continued to preach
and found new churches in southeastern Indiana,

the most notable ones being Separate Baptist con
gregations at Centre Grove, East Enterprise, and

Cross Plains. All of those congregations had lead
ers active in aiding runaway slaves. Sebastian's
congregation at East Enterprise merged with the
Freewill Baptists and formed New Liberty Baptist
at Quercus Grove, a strong station on the Under
ground Railroad.
The Regular Baptists in the region objected to
Sebastian's performing marriages, claiming that
his ordination was not proper. A district court

Second Baptist Church of Mayslick. For more
than a decade this congregation met in homes,
barns, and whatever other places could be found.
After William Mitchell donated land to the

Maysville and Lexington Turnpike Company
for a school and a church for the African Ameri

can Baptists of Mayslick, Andrew M. January, as
the authority of the turnpike company, deeded the
property on August 27, 1868, to the trustees of
what was termed the “Colored" Baptist Church

Church, which was at the time under the leader

and their successors. Those first trustees were Ste

ship of Rev. S. P. Lewis. The brick church at 611
Sycamore St. was built on that site and continues

Middleton. A church and a school were built on

in use. At the time the church was erected in 1875,

the deacons were Oscar Bradford, Alley Clay,

phen Breckinridge, Henry Jackson, and John
the property. A Rev. Natis, the first pastor in 1855,
was there for the building of the first church. The
original deed stated that other black congrega

sided with Sebastian, who claimed that if a church

James W. Harris, and Smith Reed. The Harris

called him and he was ordained by them, then he
could legally perform marriages. Although they
agreed with his antislavery and Arminian stance,
the Freewill Baptists from Ohio and New En
gland were always uncomfortable with Sebas
tian's extreme independence from associational
oversight and with his emphasis on revival-type
preaching.
Sebastian moved inland and purchased a farm
between Bryant's Creek and Quercus Grove; he
founded a Separate Baptist church between East
Enterprise and Quercus Grove in Cotton Twp. At
Cross Plains, Ind., in Ripley Co., Sebastian founded
a second Separate Baptist church about 1832. He is
also believed to have been associated with congre
gations at nearby New Marion and Olean and in
the Indian-Kentuck Creek Valley. In 1834 he ran

family has been active in this congregation for
more than 100 years. Although the early church
records are gone, Maggie Stone and other parish
ioners recalled that early officers included Oscar
Bradford, Jim Harris, Henry Jones, Elic Myers,
and Washington Stone. In 1898 Oscar Wood gave
an additional part of lot 285 to the Second Baptist
Church. A structure on that property served as a
parsonage and later as a pastor's study and fellow
ship hall.
During the 1980s a number of renovations
were accomplished: a new floor and carpet were
installed, the exteriors of the church and the par
sonage were painted, and new furnishings in the
Fellowship Hall and new commodes were ac
quired. In addition, new songbooks and new Bibles
were purchased and a ceiling fan was installed. In
March 1993 a new roof was placed on the church
building and the pastor's study. The church is ac
tive today, although most of the original families
have moved away from the area or have died. Sev

tions should be allowed to use the church for ser

eral African American families who have moved

Interview by John Klee, October 2, 2006, May
slick, Ky.

for the Indiana Third District state senate seat as an

unaffiliated antislavery candidate, losing by a wide
margin; he ran again in 1844 as an antislavery can
didate for the Indiana legislature and lost again. In
October 1841 Sebastian preached strongly against
slavery in Warsaw in Gallatin Co., Ky. Forced by
angry townsmen to leave, Sebastian once again
fled north across the Ohio River. After Sebastian

into Carroll Co. and are Baptists have replaced
them. In 2006 the pastor was Rev. Howard Potter
and the deacon was Tim Brightwell.

became Church of Christ or Christian Churches.

The Cross Plains congregation later became the
Salem Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
Barrow, David. Slavery Examined, on the Principles of
Nature, Reason, Justice, Policy, and Scripture. Lex
ington, Ky: D. and E. Bradford, 1808.
January 27, 1825, Hugh Buntain, sec. 27, 160 acres,

Ripley Co. Tract Book, Versailles, Ind.
Marriage Record Book 5: 160, Ripley Co., Versailles,
Ind.

McDonald, Larry S. "Frontier Thunder: Principles of
Evangelism and Church Growth from the Life of
Shubal Stearns.” PhD diss., Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary, 2000.
November 25, 1835, 39.52 acres, NEQ sec. 19, York
Twp., Switzerland Co., Ohio Land Records,
Cincinnati.

Powell, Josh. “Shubal Stearns and the Separate Baptist
Tradition,” Founders Journal, Spring 2001, 16–31.
Sparks, John. The Roots of Appalachian Christianity:
The Life and Legacy of Elder Shubal Stearns. Lexing
ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 2001.
Diane Perrine Coon

The first church burned, and the structure built

to replace it in 1913 continues to serve the congre
gation. The first black school in the town was re
placed by a larger structure next door, and the
original school building is used by the church. In
1889 the Second Christian Church opened in Mays
lick, giving the community two predominately
African American churches. The Second Christian

Church closed in the 1990s, and the Second Baptist
Church congregation has declined to around 30
members. Approximately 30 pastors have served
the Mayslick Second Baptist Church since its
beginning.
American Association of University Women (Mays
ville Branch). From Cabin to College: A History of
the Schools of Mason County. Maysville, Ky., G. F.
McClanahan, 1976.

Ramsey, William, elder of the Second Baptist Church.

Vertical files of the Kentucky Gateway Museum Cen
ter, Maysville, Ky.
John Klee

died in 1856, some of his churches, now without

his leadership, began to follow Barton Stone and

vices when it was not being used by the local black
Baptists.

Carroll Co. Deed Book, book 12, p. 448, book 24, p.
415, Carrollton, Ky.
Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County.
Madison, Ind.: Coleman, 1984.

Todd, Deacon Clifford. “Second Baptist Church,”
typed manuscript in author's file.
Diane Perrine Coon

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH, NEWPORT.

On December 28, 1945, the Second Baptist Church
of Newport was formed as a mission of the Ninth
St. Baptist Church in Covington. Albert Lowe
served as pastor of this mission, and the congrega
tion purchased a lot at 315 Isabella St. for the sum
of $250. In 1947 the mission became the Second

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH, MAYSLICK.

Mayslick in Mason Co. is home to an African
American church congregation that dates back to
1789. Records exist indicating that in that year
slaves were holding worship services and that the
white Baptist church ministered to the black pop
ulation. Elisha Green, a Mayslick slave who be
came a founder of African American churches

and a Republican leader, was a member of the
church. According to oral tradition, black wor
shippers at the town's Baptist church sat along the
walls and in the back of the church during ser
vices. This segregated but united system of wor
ship continued until June 17, 1855, when permis
sion was granted by the white congregation for the
175 black members to form their own church, the

Baptist Church, with Rev. Edward Smith serving
as moderator. After Pastor Lowe died, on April 16,
1950, Robert J. Brown became pastor; at the time,
the church had only six members and $6 in the
treasury. In 1951 the Housing Authority of New
port purchased the church's property on Isabella
St., and the congregation decided to relocate to 112
Central Ave in Newport, where Brown constructed
a church building himself. In 1957 the Housing
Authority of Newport took the church's property
on Central Ave., and the church was forced to look

for yet another home. Land was purchased at the
church's current location,713 Brighton St. in New
port, and another building was built, again with
out needing to obtain a loan. Rev. Brown again,
along with friends, did the work. The name of the

SEGER, DANIEL

church was changed to Mount Zion Baptist Church
with this move. Brown remained pastor until 1976.

SECOND

From 1976 to 1979, several ministers served at the
church: James Streeter, James Crawford, Elmore

Church, located in the northeastern Pendleton Co.

Morris, and Herman L. Harris. In 1979 the

church's name was changed back to Second Baptist
Church. In March 1980 Rev. Paul D. McMillan was

called to lead the Second Baptist Church. Under
his leadership, the church became involved in
many community and civic activities, such as the
Martin Luther King Jr. celebration held at the
Northern Kentucky Convention Center on Janu
ary 16, 2001.

Historical notes on file at Second Baptist Church,
Newport, Ky.

Installation Service for Rev. H. L. Harris, Sunday, May
20, thru Sunday, May 27, 1979, Mount Zion Baptist
Church, Newport, Kentucky. Newport, Ky: Mount
Zion Baptist Church, 1979. Pamphlet.

"Simpson Recalls Rights Struggle,” KP January 16,
2001, 3K.
Theodore H. H. Harris

SECOND METHODIST CHURCH. There

were two locations of this congregation at Carroll
ton, the Sycamore Chapel on Sycamore St. and the
Wilkerson Chapel on Eighth St. African Ameri
cans who were Methodists in Carrollton can be

TWELVE

MILE

BAPTIST

CHURCH. The Second Twelve Mile Baptist
community of Peach Grove, along Ky. Rt. 159, near
the intersection of Ky. Rt. 10, was established on
May 8, 1841, when 33 former members of the Flagg
Springs Baptist Church, with favorable letters of
dismissal from that church, met at the home of

John Ellis to form a new church. The congregation
began as the Fellowship Baptist Church but soon
changed its name to Second Twelve Mile Baptist
Church, for the Twelve Mile Creek that flows into

the Ohio River nearby. Services initially were
held in a local school and neighboring homes.
At the first business meeting, which took place
on June 5, 1841, at Ellis's home, Fergus German
and John Cutter were elected as the first dea
cons. Five trustees were elected and instructed

to purchase land for a church. John Ellis offered
14 acres, which included the Ellis Graveyard,
now called the Old Cemetery, located across the
road from the church. At the August 14, 1841,
business meeting, William Morin was called as
the church's first pastor. The congregation joined
the Campbell Co. Association, today's Northern
Kentucky Baptist Association. Services were to be
held twice a month, and an annual revival was to

Membership lists of the Methodist Episcopal
(M.E.) Church and the Methodist Episcopal
Church–South provide slave names along with the

be held each year on the second Saturday in No
vember, after the harvest. A brick building, 34 by
44 feet in size, was built to serve as the congrega
tion's first house of worship. The church first met
on December 13, 1845, in their new meeting
house. In 1860, owing to increasing attendance,

names of their white masters.

the first church was torn down and its material

In 1850 Christian Gangelback deeded part of
lot 288 on Sycamore St. to be used as the Second
Methodist Church, a congregation comprising
slaves and free people ofcolor. The building, owned

was used in building a larger church, which was
35 by 55 feet and cost $1,500. The second church
building was completed in summer 1861. The
Second Twelve Mile Baptist Church worships to
day in its third building.

traced back to 1824, when the George Boorom
Class for Methodists had four slave members.

by the white M.E. Church, was completed in 1852
and used by the African American Methodists un

til 1890, when a new church building was built in
town on Eighth St. The deed for the Sycamore St.
property was turned over to the trustees of the

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. [ca.
1994].
Mildred Belew

Colored Methodist Church in 1872.

Two deeds, one from Mary Harris in 1899 and
another from J. A. Donaldson in 1906, refer to the

SEGER, DANIEL (b. ca. 1856, Iowa; d. 1927,

Colored Methodist Episcopal Church of Carroll
ton. This church's last deed for the Eighth St. loca
tion was dated 1923, and it named Kitty Keene, an

Sigourney, Iowa). Daniel T. Seger, "Covington's
popular architect,” lived and worked in Covington
during the late 19th century. He secured numerous

African American member of the church. This

commissions from the local German American

new brick church was named Wilkerson Chapel in
honor of Rev. Prentice Wilkerson, who copastored
a church in Bowling Green, Ky., and at Carrollton
for many years. Eventually the congregation be

community and from the Diocese of Covington

came too small to sustain itself and the church

closed. The building was sold as a residence but
later was destroyed.
The Carrollton Women's Club purchased the

old church building on Sycamore St. and used it as
a meeting place and publiclibrary until 1950, when
a new library was built in the downtown area. The
Sycamore St. building was then sold as a residence.

(see Roman Catholics); he was commissioned for

projects in Cincinnati as well. The buildings he de
signed have been described as having"a somewhat
distinctive, if provincial late Queen Anne
Richardsonian Romanesque character."
A laudatory 1893 account labeled Seger Cov
ington's "leading architect and superintendent of
building construction." During his six years of
work in Covington, he drew plans for some of the
finest buildings that were built in that period, in
cluding several in what is now Covington's West
Side–Main Strasse Historic District. He also de

Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County.

signed numerous small dwellings and storerooms

Madison, Ind: Coleman, 1984.

in Covington and some fine houses in Cincinnati
Diane Perrine Coon

and its suburbs.
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Seger began his architectural practice in Cov
ington in 1886 and is listed in local city directories
from 1890 to 1900. For several years German
American architect William A. Rabe, later a mem

ber of the firm of Schofield & Rabe, worked in his

office. Seger was married and lived with his wife
and child in a house he designed and had built in
1893 at 1553 Holman St. in Covington's Peaselburg
neighborhood. It is a two-story, gable-fronted edi
fice with an encircling spindle-work porch.
Among Seger's leading works was the former
Fire Station No. 1 at Sixth and Washington Sts. in
Covington, which is a Richardsonian Romanesque
edifice in rock-faced sandstone and pressed brick.
An innovative “iron truss," capable of bearing 154
tons, supported the roof and the second floor. The
firehouse has been adaptively reused as a bar and
restaurant (Tickets Restaurant). Seger also de
signed two imposing commercial Queen Anne
style edifices, both of pressed brick, at the promi
nent corner of Pike St. and Madison Ave., for many
years the center of downtown Covington. One was
the Eilerman Building (1896), which housed the
clothing store of the same name (see Eilerman &
Sons, Men's Clothiers). The buildings canted
corner, with an arched stained-glass window, ad
dressed the intersection. The other was the Pieper
Block, with a circular corner turret, which was

home to Covington's Citizens National Bank and
several storefronts. When the Pieper Block was
“modernized" in the 1960s, the turret was removed

and the walls wrapped with metal screening, which
has since been removed.

In 1920 Seger, his wife Ellen, and his son
Charles J. were living in Sigourney, Keokuk Co.,
Iowa, where the federal census indicates that he

was employed as an architect building schools and
residences. Seger died there in 1927 and was buried
in the West Cemetery in Sigourney.
Other buildings in Covington identified as
Seger's work include the Catholic Orphans' Home,
Dixie Highway, 1889 (demolished); John R.
Coppin's residence, Madison Pike, the Latonia
Lakeview (demolished); the Henry Grisan Build
ing, 18 W. Seventh St., 1896; the Holy Cross
Catholic Church rectory, 1892 (demolished); the
Phoenix Furniture Factory, Fourth and Russell
Sts., ca. 1890 (demolished); the St. Aloysius Cath
olic Church parsonage, 716 Bakewell St., 1890;
Fred Schmitz's "Swiss Cottage," Rosedale section
of Covington, 1896; the Frank Wegman house,
W. Covington, 1896; and the J. B. Worsham house
addition, 84 Martin St., 1896. In addition, the fol

lowing buildings have been attributed to Seger:
Covington Fire Station No. 2, on the west side of
the 400 block of Greenup St., 1890s (Richardso
nian brick with stone trim); an unknown house,

611 W. Seventh St., 1890s; and the Wood Property
Remodeling building, Madison Ave, probably on
the west side in the 500 block.

Burns, Christopher. “Northern Kentucky Architects
Provided Unique Character," Ludlow News En
terprise, July 12, 1989, 1-2.
Covington and Newport city directories, various
years.

“Daniel Seger," KP, March 18, 1893, 6.
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SEGOE, LADISLAS

chitects Who Worked in the Greater Cincinnati

structure such as roadways, railroads, and even an
airport near the city. Reprinted in 1974 by Arno

Area prior to World War II," 1986, Cincinnati Pres

Press as a volume in Richard C. Wade’s “Metro

Langsam, Walter E. "Biographical Dictionary of Ar

ervation Association, Cincinnati, Ohio.

“Outlook Good, for a Lively Building Season in Cov

ington," KP, February 26, 1896, 5.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,

politan America" series, the Comprehensive Plan
for Covington, Kentucky and Environs has be
come a textbook example of model city plans for
its period. Segoe also served as consultant for

Newport's Planning and Zoning Ordinance of

1954.

Margaret Warminski

SEGOE, LADISLAS (b. August 17, 1894, Debre
cen, Hungary; d. April 4, 1983, Cincinnati, Ohio).
Ladislas Segoe was a Hungarian immigrant who
helped to make professional planning an indis
pensable part of city government. As the son of
Adolph and Leana Segoe, he grew up in a well-to
do Jewish family, attending the Royal Catholic
Gymnasium and later the Royal Technical Uni
versity (now the Technical University of Buda
pest). World War I interrupted his education, as
he fought in the horse artillery for the Hungarian
Army. Returning to his studies at the Royal Tech
nical University after the war, he graduated in
1919 with a degree in civil engineering and archi
tecture. Segoe immigrated to New York City in
1922 and accepted a position with the Technical
Advisory Corporation (TAC), a cutting-edge en
gineering firm that was interested in expanding
into the uncharted field of city planning. In 1923,
on behalf of TAC, which had just contracted with
Alfred Bettman's United City Planning Commit.
tee for a plan of the city of Cincinnati, Segoe came
to Cincinnati. The resulting 1925 Cincinnati plan
was the first comprehensive document of its kind
for a major American city. It reflected a late
Progressive-movement effort to reform city gov
ernment by including as many experts as possible
in the city's governance. The comprehensive plan
combined land-use projects, like zoning, with
long-range planning for roads and mass transit.
Segoe believed that professional planners should
develop plans and present them to the city man
ager for approval.
In 1926 Segoe's fiancée, Vilma Czittler, also of
Debrecen, Hungary, came to the United States and

1949.

Segoe continued a successful private planning
practice in Cincinnati and completed planning
documents for several regional and national cit
ies. He was involved with plans for Madison, Wis.;
Dayton, Ohio; Charleston, W.Va.; and Detroit,
Mich., among others. In addition, his firm did
work for the cities of San Francisco, Calif.; To

ronto, Canada; Louisville, Ky., Richmond, Va.;
Tucson, Ariz.; and Tulsa, Okla. A well-respected
author, Segoe wrote two of the most important
early texts on city planning. In 1937 he headed the
research for a landmark report, Our Cities: Their
Role in the National Economy, by the Urbanism
Committee of the National Resources Commit

tee. By 1941 Segoe had composed another work,
Local Planning Administration. The Interna
tional City Management Association named the
latter as its first “Green Book" selection as a man

ual for city planning.
Segoe worked in his private practice until
1968. Scholarships in his name are given at the
University of Cincinnati's school of planning.
Professor David J. Edelman of that school says
that Segoes successful career “was due to the

strength of his personality, the coherence of his
vision of planning as an encompassing process,
consistent and conscientious follow through, and
an insistence that planners be responsible, reason
able, and honest professionals." A foundation was
set up in honor of Segoe and his wife, Vilma, and
funds from it have been used for support of plan

the foundation for the American version of racial

apartheid, or segregation. Encouraged by the U.S.
Supreme Court's Plessy v. Ferguson decision (1896),
legalizing "separate but equal," the Kentucky legis
lature, step by step, year after year, passed "Jim
Crow” laws that both disenfranchised blacks and

separated them from whites in most aspects of life.
These state segregation laws, founded upon the
principle of states' rights, along with a rigid social
code that developed, were meant to ensure that Af.
rican Americans would never forget “their place”
in Kentucky's social, economic, and political
hierarchy.
In Northern Kentucky separate facilities were
always unequal, and in many cases they were non
existent. Segregation meant that African Ameri
cans were denied access to public parks, such as
Devou Park and Goebel Park; movie theaters;

bowling alleys, restaurant lunch counters; bath
rooms; and recreation facilities such as the YMCA.

Blacks were also denied equal employment (gener

ment. Ladislas Segoe died in 1983, and Vilma died

modations, fair trials, open housing, and adequate
health care facilities, while being constantly hu
miliated and denied social forms of respect.
When whites could not gain African Ameri

in 1990; both were cremated, and their ashes are

buried at the United Jewish Cemetery in Walnut
Hills, Cincinnati.

can obedience and submission to these laws and
Cornell, Si. “You Drive? Lad's Your Friend,” CP, March

Covington Planning and Zoning Commission. Com
prehensive Plan for the City of Covington, Ken
tucky and Environs. Cincinnati. L. Segoe, 1932.

Reprinted as a volume of the Metropolitan Amer
ica Series, ed. Richard C. Wade (New York: Arno

social codes of white supremacy, they sometimes
resorted to lynching, mob violence, and other
forms of racial terrorism. While the Ku Klux Klan

did not become a strong force within Northern
Kentucky, Klan groups were present, especially in
rural areas, and used “white-sheet" tactics and

Press, 1974).

Edelman, David J., and David J. Allor. “Ladislas Segoe
and the Emergence of the Professional Planning
Consultant,” Journal of Planning History 2, no. 1
(2003): 47–78.

Harper, Brett. Ladislas and Vilma Segoe: A Vision
ary Couple and Their Love for Life. Cincinnati:
Ladislas and Vilma Segoe Family Foundation,
2001.

cross-burnings to intimidate blacks. African
Americans throughout Northern Kentucky dur
ing the years of segregation (1865–1964) continu
ally resisted, individually and collectively, the
various forms of disenfranchisement, segregation,
and racial violence.

-

Some African Americans resisted by escaping
across the Ohio River into Cincinnati; others

“Ladislas Segoe, City Architect,” CP, April 5, 1983,9B.

joined the Exodusters, who moved west into Kan

"Ladislas Segoe, Visionary Planner, Riverfront Ad
vocate,” CE, April 5, 1983, C2.

sas, Oklahoma, and Montana in 1879–1881; still

Planning and Zoning Ordinance of the City of Newport,
tucky Chamber of Commerce). Segoe worked
with the Covington City Planning Commission
on a plan that called for the development of infra

toward the fulfillment of the promises of freedom,
full citizenship rights, and human dignity. But
these promises were broken and betrayed a few
years after emancipation, when new laws were
passed that, along with continuing social customs,
maintained white supremacy, racial oppression,
and a segregated society.
The Hayes-Tilden Compromise of 1877, which
sanctioned the removal of federal troops from the
South, and the various U.S. Supreme Court rulings
that essentially gutted the 14th and 15th amend
ments brought Reconstruction to an end and laid

ally other than service or labor jobs), hotel accom

8, 1968, 11.

cal Chamber of Commerce (see Northern Ken

seen by African Americans in Kentucky as steps

ning projects as well as arts and parks develop

the two were married. In 1928 he founded his own

planning consulting firm, Ladislas Segoe and As
sociates, in Cincinnati. Segoe's pioneering efforts
in the field of city planning were increasingly
marked by extensive consulting, teaching, re
search, and publishing.
After working for a time as the Covington
zoning coordinator, Segoe wrote a comprehensive
plan for Covington, which was approved in 1932.
The plan was remarkable for its complete vision
for the city and its environs. Industry, recreation,
and education were among the areas Segoe metic
ulously covered. He made himself available to ex
plain the planning process, frequently answering
questions posed to him in newspapers and in live
forums sponsored by organizations such as the lo

SEGREGATION. The Union's victory in the
Civil War, the passage of the 13th, 14th, and 15th
amendments to the U.S. Constitution (abolishing
slavery, granting African Americans citizenship,
and giving them the right to vote), and the gains
made during Reconstruction (1865–1877) were

Kentucky. Newport, Ky., Michaels, 1949.
Chris Meiman

others went farther north with the Great Migra
tion (1890–1940) to such cities as Chicago, Ill; De
troit, Mich.; and New York City, hoping to find a
better life. This constant migration out of North

SEIGEL, GREG AND REBEKKA

ern Kentucky depleted the number of talented and
ambitious individuals in the community.
Those who remained to struggle against segre
gation and racial oppression organized and partici
pated in such diverse groups as the Anti-Separate
Coach Movement, the Council on Interracial Co

operation, the Kentucky Negro Education Associa
tion, the Kentucky Association of Women for the
Prevention of Lynching, the NAACP (National
Association of Colored People), the National Asso

ciation of Colored Women, the National Negro
Business League, the Congress of Racial Equal
ity, the Kentucky State Colored Chautauqua, the
Kentucky Commission to Study Negro Affairs, and
many other groups.
Education was very important to blacks re
cently freed from slavery. After the Civil War, one
of the first schools for African Americans, a
Freedman School (see Freedmen's Bureau

Schools), was organized in 1866 in Covington
under the direction of Jacob Price. Even before

the Kentucky legislature passed the 1904 Day
Law, legally requiring the segregation of public
and private schools, the vast majority of schools,
other than Berea College in Berea, were already
segregated. In 1874 the Kentucky legislature
passed laws creating a comprehensive public
school system that included segregated schools
for African Americans. The revenue for the main
tenance of these schools was derived from the

taxes on property. For African American schools,
this means of support automatically reduced the
school term to 2 or 3 months a year, while the
term for white schools was 5 to 10 months a year.

Segregation was the norm in Kentucky, just as
it was in most other states, but there were areas in

Northern Kentucky where segregation did not take
root. When the Covington Public Library (see
Kenton Co. Public Library) opened in 1900, its
open-door policy, allowing blacks full access to its

books and services, made it the first desegregated
main library in the South and one of the few in the
United States. Since there were no state laws re

quiring segregated facilities at public libraries, the
Covington public library was never legally con
fronted about this policy, thanks to cooperative
community leaders and forward thinking library
staff who avoided public scrutiny.
Since 1893 the Green Line carried streetcar

passengers with integrated seating between Cin
cinnati and Northern Kentucky. In 1916 the com
pany was indicted by a Kenton Co. grand jury and
found guilty of not providing separate facilities as
required by Kentucky's separate coach bill. Ap
pealed to the U.S. Supreme Court, this conviction
was upheld in 1920, but the Green Line Streetcar
Company found ways to evade the state laws by
amending its charter and never instituted segre
gated streetcars.
Many Christians fought against the evils of
segregation. For example, when the Diocese of
Covington (see Roman Catholics) built Camp
Marydale in Boone Co. during the 1940s, Rev.
Anthony Deye, a teacher and coach at the all
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sion on Interracial Cooperation, the Cincinnati
chapter of the ACLU (American Civil Liberties
Union), and the Ninth St. Methodist Episcopal
Church of Covington. In 1932 his verdict was
overturned, and he was released from prison. In
1935 John Pete Montjoy was accused of robbing
and raping a white woman and given a quick trial.
He was found guilty and sentenced to death by
hanging. Again, individuals and groups from Cov
ington and Cincinnati joined together in an at
tempt to have Montjoy's verdict overturned. This
time they were not successful. On December 17,
1937, Montjoy was hanged in front of the Coving
ton city-county building.
In 1954 the U.S. Supreme Court, in Brown v.
Board of Education of Topeka, Kans., after 80
years of ruling in favor of segregation, finally de
clared state-sponsored segregation unconstitu
tional. But it took 10 more years and a growing
civil rights movement, which made use of boy
cotts, sit-ins, and marches, together with the 1964
Civil Rights Act, to bring the era of "Jim Crow" to a
close.

Kentucky Commission of Human Rights. Kentucky's
Black Heritage. Frankfort, Ky. Kentucky Com

mission of Human Rights, 1971.
Wright, George C. A History of Blacks in Kentucky.
Vol. 2, In Pursuit of Equality, 1890–1980. Frank

fort. Kentucky Historical Society, 1992.
Jim Embry

black Catholic Our Savior School, made certain

that the camp was open to all children, regardless
of race.

SEIGEL, GREG AND REBEKKA (Greg b.
1947, Cincinnati, Ohio; Rebekka: b. 1948, Colum

Despite some advances, however, racism
reigned supreme. “Legal lynching" was condoned
under the public hanging law in effect at the time.
African Americans accused of crimes, especially if
the alleged crime was raping a white woman, were
tried under hostile circumstances, with no real op
portunity to prove their guilt or innocence, and
customarily given a death sentence. In other cases,
the victims of lynching were not even accused of
a specific crime, except, perhaps, violating some
unwritten social convention. During the 30-year

house that was set up for pottery-making that he
got his hands into working with clay. Largely self.
taught and strongly influenced by the inventive
ness of his machine-making grandfather, Greg
began creating functional pieces with touches of

period 1899–1930, Northern Kentucky residents

whimsy. Moving to rural Owen Co., Ky., allowed

were partners in and witnesses to three rape trials
that gained national attention. In 1899, 18-year-old
Richard Coleman was charged with the rape and
murder of a white woman in Maysville. To avoid a
possible lynching, the local sheriff transported
Coleman to Covington for safekeeping. After be
ing ordered by a grand jury to return him to Ma

him to incorporate local materials into his clays
and glazes and to build his own brick kilns, where
he creates stoneware art and utility pieces using
traditional hand-firing techniques. Greg's legacy is
embedded in the hallways of the Owen Co. Ele
mentary School, where he has worked beside stu
dents in grades 4–12 to design, create, and glaze

Kans, in 1954.

son Co., the sheriff turned Coleman over to a mob

tiles and then install them into murals on the

In 1892 the Kentucky legislature passed a law
requiring separate railway cars for African Ameri
can and white passengers on interstate railroads.
Minnie Myers, while traveling from Cincinnati to
Lexington, Ky., in 1895, arrived in Covington and
was required to move out of her first-class railway
car seat in an integrated car into a segregated car
designated “for colored only." As part of the Anti
Separate Coach movement, she protested her
physical removal and later sued the Louisville
and Nashville Railroad. Such courageous and
defiant acts of resistance were commonplace dur
ing the “Jim Crow" era.

of hundreds of white men, women, and children

school's walls.

who proceeded after a quick “trial" to burn Cole
man alive and cut off his body parts as souvenirs.
No persons were ever charged in this sensational
act of mob frenzy and extreme brutality. In March
1930, a white woman from Crescent Springs in
Kenton Co. charged an African American youth,
Anderson McPerkins, with rape. After a quick trial
he was found guilty and sentenced to death by
hanging. He was saved from being lynched by a
white mob through the combined efforts of the
Cincinnati branches of the International Labor

Rebekka Beer Seigel grew up in Cincinnati,
where she met and married Greg Seigel in July
1973. While expecting the birth of the first of the
couple's two children, she learned basic quilting
skills from her grandmother; but she found tradi
tional patterns uninspiring. She preferred to tell
stories in quilts and sought to express herself in
fabric. The subjects of her intricate hand-sewn,
pictorial appliqué quilts frequently honor female
pioneers in all fields. Some of her quilts are in the
permanent collections of the Kentucky History

Defense and the NAACP, the Kentucky Commis

Museum in Frankfort and the Evansville (Ind.)

The African American schools in Northern

Kentucky, which according to state law had to be
located at least one mile from a white school, were

separate and unequal. The William Grant School
and the Our Savior School in Covington, the
Southgate St. School in Newport, the Paul
Lawrence Dunbar and Wilkens schools in Els

mere, and the John G. Fee Industrial High
School in Maysville were schools for blacks built
in Northern Kentucky. Although far inferior to
white schools in physical, material, and financial
aspects, these schools provided their students
with an outstanding education that rivaled the
one offered in white schools, thanks to dedicated

teachers and principals. African American
schools were closed during the era of desegrega
tion following the U.S. Supreme Court decision
of Brown v. the Board of Education of Topeka,

bus, Ohio). Greg Seigel, a traditional potter, and
Rebekka Seigel, a contemporary quilt-maker, both
inherited from their grandparents a passion for
hand-making items. Greg Seigel was always inter
ested in art, but it was not until he moved into a
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SELDEN, DIXIE

Art and Science Museum. Others are in private
collections. Her most acclaimed quilt was chosen
to represent Kentucky in the 1986 Statue of Liberty

painting. Selden's parents set up an art studio for
her in their home while she was attending these

contest at the Museum of American Folk Art in

the McMicken School of Design in Cincinnati
(later the Cincinnati Art Academy, CAM). Six
years later, on November 1, 1890, the internation
ally famous Covington artist Frank Duveneck
taught his first class at this school, and Selden was
enrolled in the class. She responded well to Duve
neck's teaching and continued her education at the
academy off and on until 1912. She was one of Du

New York City. In 2004 Rebekka was awarded the
Al Smith Fellowship of the Kentucky Arts Council
for excellence in visual arts.

George, Phyllis. Kentucky Crafts: Handmade and
Heartfelt. New York: Crown, 1989.
Hicks, Jack. “Couple Crafts Works of Art in Their
Home," KP, January 20, 1993, 1K.

Rebecca Mitchell Turney
SELDEN, DIXIE (b. February 28, 1868, Cincin
nati, Ohio; d. November 14, 1935, Cincinnati,

Ohio). Renowned local artist Dixie Selden was the

first and only surviving child of John Roger and
Martha McMillen Peyton Selden. In 1870 when
Dixie was two years old, the family moved to 101
W. Fourth St., Covington, the first of several resi
dences in Covington. Even though John Selden
served in the Union Army during the Civil War,
both he and his wife later developed unequivocal
sympathies with the South. They named their first
child Dixie, so that there would never be any doubt
concerning their pro-Southern feelings.
Dixie and her parents were proud of their an
cestry, which extended back to New England and
the American Revolution, and accordingly they
joined the recently founded Sons and Daughters
of the American Revolution (SAR and DAR). In

1894 Dixie commemorated her acceptance into
the DAR by painting her own portrait, Daughter
of the Revolution, which was exhibited at the
Woman's Art Club that fall. For unspecified rea
sons, the Seldens dropped out of the SAR and the
DAR in 1899.

Dixie Selden's interest in the arts was cultivated

by her parents through travels abroad. Their travels
were undertaken for other reasons, but the Seldens

later said the trips served as crucial groundwork
for Dixie's artistic career. Newspaper accounts de
scribed Martha Selden as a prominent member of
the Culture Club, a local literary society, and an

veneck's favorite students, and she made excellent

progress under his teaching. He called her “the

the 25th Annual Exhibition of American Art at the

little one" because of her short stature. After six

Cincinnati Art Museum. Duveneck died on Janu
ary 30, 1919.

schools. In 1884 her love of art led her to enroll in

years of drawing and watercolor classes and nearly
two years of painting with Duveneck, Selden be
gan publicly exhibiting her work. Her first art ex
hibition was at the Covington Art Club in 1890.
She received prizes for best portrait and painting
in oil.
In 1891 Selden entered her second art exhibi

tion, with four paintings at the more prestigious
Cincinnati Art Club. In June 1892 she received the

distinction of being invited to show three of her
paintings with Frank Duveneck, Henry Farny,
Frank H. Lungren, Edward Potthast, and Charles
Henry Sharp at Barton's Gallery. This was the mo
ment when she shed her amateur status. In the

same year, she became a founding member and
twice served as president of the Cincinnati Wom
an’s Art Club. She gained further experience and
recognition through her exhibitions with the
Woman's Art Club. The 1893 spring exhibit was
held at Closson's Art Gallery, where she received
further praise. Additional semiannual exhibitions
with the Woman's Art Club provided venues for
the quick sale of her works.
Selden was best known for fine portraits and
lively landscapes. Many of her later works were dis
played in the Cincinnati Art Museum, the Chicago
Art Museum, the New York Art Academy, the
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, and other
places. Some of her more celebrated portraits are
those titled Mary M. Emery, Frederick Hicks,
The Dana Boys, Spanish Gypsy, Eleanor Simp

associate member of the Covington Art Club.

son Orr, Frank Duveneck, Little Parker Girl,

Dixie's parents also participated in the Shake
speare Society. While most of the family's activities
centered on Covington, the family moved freely in

Arab Bride, Aunt Patsy, Fishermen's Wives, and
Wife of Martinez. Selden received many awards
throughout her life.
In the 1890s Selden completed approximately
10 major works per year. In addition to portraits
of family, her subjects initially were pets, domestic
life, and flowers. By 1894 she was advertising her
career as a portrait painter in Covington, and her
portraits soon gained more fame. One of her most
notable portraits, from 1896, was Soudanese
Woman. Some of her portraits were similar to
those called Etudes, small exercises of partially
unfinished works of society's disadvantaged. As
Selden perfected her painting skills, her artistic
talents and horizons broadened. By 1909 she had
become a painter in the impressionistic style of
portraits, genre, and landscapes as well as an il

elite social circles on both sides of the Ohio River.

Later, when Dixie became a working artist, her
parents' social connections provided easy access to
a society that required a steady flow of portraits
and paintings. After Dixie's mother and father
died in 1907 and 1908, respectively, Dixie contin
ued to live in her parents' home in Covington on
W. Fourth St.; she later moved to two other resi

dences in Covington. In about 1910, she moved to
1106 Cross Ln. in the East Walnut Hills neighbor
hood of Cincinnati.

Selden was educated at Miss Virginia Simpson
Private School in Covington, Miss Clara E. Nourse
Select Girls School in Cincinnati, and Miss Bar

tholomew's English and Classical School for Girls
in Cincinnati. She was determined early in life to
be a painter, initially concentrating on portrait

Further distinction came to Selden when Frank

Duveneck received the honorary Doctor of Laws
in 1917 from the University of Cincinnati. She
painted his portrait from brief sittings owing to his
poor health. The portrait was exhibited both at the
New York National Academy of Design and at the
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts in 1918.
Duveneck's portrait brought her considerable rec
ognition when it was exhibited at the Pennsylvania
Academy. This was one of the few times Selden ex
hibited in the eastern United States. In May of the
same year, Duveneck's portrait was exhibited at

After World War I, Selden's living quarters
were damaged by a fire, and she visited friends in
Lexington while repairs were being made. One of
her best portraits, Madeline McDowell Brecken
ridge, was painted while she was in Lexington. She
also participated in the Southern States Artists As
sociation, the McDowell Society, the National As
sociation of Women Artists and Sculptors, the
National Art Club (New York City), and the Louis
ville Art Association.

Selden's portrait of Henry Feltman, the founder
of the Citizens National Bank of Covington, was
touted as a fine example of her power and fine
imagination. In the last 25 years of her life, she
traveled the world, recording scenes of streets and
markets and producing portraits of newfound
friends in Belgium, Brittany, China, Cuba, Den
mark, England, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Japan,
Morocco, Mexico, Normandy, Spain, Switzerland,
the Middle East, and Yugoslavia. Her traveling
companions at various times were a Miss Coit,

Mary Ives Duhme, Jeanie D. McKee, and Emma
Mendenhall, a watercolorist.

Selden died of a heart attack at age 65 in her
apartment on Cross Ln. in Cincinnati. Funeral
services were conducted in her home by Rector
Frank Nelson of Christ Cathedral, and she was

buried at Highland Cemetery in Fort Mitchell,
near her parents. She never married or even had a
beau of enough importance to be mentioned in ac
counts of her life. From March 4 to April 8, 1936,
the Cincinnati Art Museum held a memorial ex
hibit of 60 of her works, which dated from 1903 to

1935. Most came from private collections.
Alexander, Mary L. “Cincinnati Artist Completes

Portrait of Covington Banker." KTS, March 5,
1923, 16.

— "Is True Art: Cincinnati Artist Depicts Charm
of Venice Atmosphere," KTS, October 15, 1923,
12.

Bauer, Marilyn. “Strong Impressionist: Cincinnati
Art Galleries Celebrates Dixie Selden Biography
with Exhibit of Native Daughter's Paintings,” CE,
July 25, 2002,3E.

“Cincinnati's Most Collectible Artists,” CE, April 19,
1998, 6H.

"Gallery Will Show State Art," KP, April 20, 1983,
10K.

“Honor Carlisle," KP, June 11, 1925, 2.

lustrator. She is still considered to be one of the

McLean, Genetta. Dixie Selden: An American Impres

premier impressionists from the Greater Cincin

sionist from Cincinnati, 1868–1935. Cincinnati: Cin
cinnati Art Galleries,2001.

nati area.

SENIOR SERVICES OF NORTHERN KENTUCKY

Reis, Jim. “Dixie Selden, Artist," KP, October 31,
2005, 4K.

— "Dixie Selden Studied with Duveneck and

Farny, Later Earned National Recognition for
Landscapes," KP September 6, 1993, 4K.
Williams, Hal. "Kenton, Campbell Exhibits Displayed
in Kentucky's Historical Museum," KTS, March

from around the country were glad to have the
seminary in the Diocese of Covington available as
an alternative to what they considered the overly
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“St. Pius X Board Decides: Seminarians to Go to

liberal seminaries that seemed to dominate the

Thomas More," Messenger, 18 April 18, 1982, 1–2.
“St. Pius X Seminary Trains First Priest-Aspirants,"
Messenger, October 23, 1955, 16A-17A.

field. Throughout the 1970s, under the rectorship

Thomas S. Ward

of Rev. William G. Brown, Ackerman retained the

traditional model of formation at the Seminary of

#2, 1958, 2A.

Richard M. Sacksteder

SEMINARY OF ST. PIUS X. Bishop William T.
Mulloy decided in the early 1950s to build a dioce
san seminary to educate priests for the Diocese of
Covington (see Roman Catholics). The Marydale
property in Erlanger provided a convenient loca
tion. The seminary program was initiated in the fall
of 1955 in the old horse barn at Marydale, which
also served as a retreat house. The high-school- and
college-level seminarians lived in the barn and re
ceived their spiritual formation there. They were
bused to Covington Latin School for their gen
eral education; on weekends they were allowed to go
home. Msgr. Elmer Grosser was the first rector of
the seminary, which was named St. Pius X in honor
of the early-20th-century pope of that name.
By 1958 the architectural firm Betz and
Bankemper (see Carl A. Bankemper) had been
hired to design a permanent seminary building. It
was constructed across the small lake from the re

cently built Marydale retreat house, which had
been designed by the same architects. Students
took up residence in the new building in January
1960. The new bishop of Covington, Richard H.
Ackerman, dedicated the residence on September
4, 1960. A separate gymnasium, with racquetball
courts and a bowling alley, was constructed in
1963 and dedicated to the memory of Mulloy, who
died in 1959. The seminary discontinued its high
school program in 1965. The Southern Association
of Colleges accredited the college liberal arts aca
demic program, centered on philosophy, in 1968.
In the period following the Second Vatican
Council (1962–1965), several changes were intro
duced into seminary programs around the coun

St. Pius X.

Ackerman's successor, however, did not sup
port that model. Soon after his arrival as bishop of
Covington in 1979, William A. Hughes initiated a
study of the seminary by a committee appointed by
the National Council of Catholic Bishops (NCCB).
The study was conducted in the spring of 1981 and
headed by Bishop Walter Sullivan of Richmond,
Va. The committee used the criteria established in

the NCCB's "Program of Priestly Formation" as the
basis for its evaluation of the program at St. Pius X.
Following the committee's recommendations,
Hughes announced in 1982 that the Seminary of St.
Pius X would introduce major changes. The semi
narians would no longer attend classes at the semi
nary but would now travel to Thomas More Col
lege in nearby Crestview Hills for their education.
Nor would their lives be as regimented by routine.
In addition they would discard the traditional garb
worn by students at St. Pius. He appointed Rev.
Raymond Holtz as the new rector.
These changes meant the loss of many students
from other dioceses whose bishops had favored the
previous program. The resulting smaller enroll
ment (it still included students from other dioceses

in Kentucky and Tennessee) made it difficult to
sustain the seminary. After closing the seminary
building and sending seminarians to live in a sepa
rate dorm facility on the Thomas More Campus
for the 1986–1987 academic year, Hughes and the
Seminary Board determined that it was no longer
economically feasible to continue the seminary
program, so the Seminary of St. Pius X's program
ended in 1987. The following year, the diocesan of
fices were moved from downtown Covington into
the old seminary building, which was renamed the

SEMINARY SQUARE. See Western Baptist
Theological Institute.
SENIOR SERVICES OF NORTHERN KEN

TUCKY. Senior Services of Northern Kentucky
(SSNK), under various names, has been serving
the region since 1962. In December of that year,
a group of concerned citizens and community
leaders from Trinity Episcopal Church, the
Diocese of Covington (see Roman Catholics),
and Mother of God Catholic Church estab
lished the first senior center in the state in the

American Legion Hall at 115 E. Fourth St. in
Covington. The center soon moved to the com
munity rooms at Trinity Episcopal Church. The
organization, which began under the name of Se
nior Center Inc. as a recreational center funded

by the Community Chest, later expanded as a Ti
tle III project of the Older Americans Act, while
adding more centers and conducting limited out
reach. In 1971 service and senior centers were es

tablished throughout the eight-county Northern
Kentucky Area Development District with
an array of offerings: congregate meals/senior
centers, home-delivered meals, transportation,
outreach, protective services, a nursing home
ombudsman, information and referral, lifeline,
homemaker services, the retired senior volunteer

program, the Northern Kentucky senior games,
the Sentinel Newspaper, and one church—one el
der. In 1974, free hot meals were made available at
the senior centers.

Catholic Center. The Diocese of Covington then

In 1989 the Covington senior center and the
regional administration moved into the former
Elks Hall at 34 W. Fifth St.; in April 1993, the orga
nization moved into the former Knights of Co
lumbus building at 1032 Madison Ave. in Coving

try. Many Catholic priests and educators ques

began sending its seminarians to seminaries in

ton, consolidating its offices and its commissary.

tioned the wisdom of continuing the rigidly
structured model of seminary formation, which

other parts of the country.

mandated a self-contained environment in which
seminarians had little contact with others outside

“Bishop Announces Sept. Opening for Jr. Seminary."
Messenger, February 6, 1955, 1A.

In January 1994, its name became Senior Services
of Northern Kentucky Inc. Today, SSNK is the only
agency in the eight counties responsible for meals
on-wheels. For many elderly people, the delivery of
these daily meals is the only contact they have with
the outside world. Today, after 40 years, SSNK con

of the seminary. A more open program was being
promoted, one that allowed students more indi
vidual freedom in assuming responsibility for
their education and formation. But there were

other Catholics, including Ackerman, who dis
agreed with the new approach. Ackerman was very
concerned about the growing number of priests
and sisters nationwide who were leaving their min
istries in the late 1960s and early 1970s and about
the concomitant drop in seminary enrollments.
He believed that part of the problem was that the
new seminary model did not offer the proper for
mation for seminary students. He intended to keep
the Seminary of St. Pius X in line with the more
traditional model. To boost enrollment, he made

the Seminary of St. Pius X accessible to students
from other dioceses. Some like-minded bishops

“Bishop Hughes Announces Decision: St. Pius X
Seminary Program to Be Phased Out," Messenger,
November 15, 1987, 1.

tinues to support the independence and dignity of
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September 4, 1960, 1A.
“Building Set for New Seminary: Construction Fea
tures Classical-Colonial Design," Messenger,
March 30, 1958, 1A.

“Cardinal Ritter Dedicates Memorial Gymnasium,"
Messenger, May 19, 1963, 1A.

persons over age 60 in the following eight North
ern Kentucky counties: Boone, Campbell, Carroll,
Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Owen, and Pendleton.

SSNK and some 300 volunteers are prepared to
meet the needs of the aging baby boomer popula
tion of Northern Kentucky.
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SETTLE, EVAN E.

SETTLE, EVAN E. (b. December 1, 1848, Frank

Poweleit, Alvin C., and James A. Schroer, eds. A Med

fort, Ky; d. November 16, 1899, Owenton, Ky.)
Evan Evans Settle, an Owen Co. lawyer and politi

ical History of Campbell and Kenton Counties.

cian, was the son of William H. and Harriet Evans

1970.

Settle. Evan's early education was at the presti
gious B. B. Sayre Academy in Frankfort. The fam
ily moved to Louisville, where Settle attended
Louisville Male High School, graduating in 1864.
He worked for a year in Louisville in the U.S. Pro
vost Marshall's office during the Civil War and
then moved to Frankfort and worked for the state
auditor. Settle studied law and was admitted to the

bar in 1870. He set up his first legal practice at
Owenton. He married Lizzie Herndon on October

20, 1875, and they had six children. Settle served as
Owen Co. attorney from 1878 until 1887 and was
then elected to the Kentucky legislature. In 1897 he
won a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives,
where he served until his death at age 50. Settle was
buried in the Odd Fellows Cemetery at Owenton.
Biographical Directory of the United States Congress.
“Settle, Evan Evans." http://bioguide.congress.gov
(accessed November 22, 2005).

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky: Standard,
1976.

SHALER, NATHANIEL BURGER (b. July 21,
1805, Massachusetts; d. January 17, 1882, Newport,
Ky). Dr. Nathaniel Burger Shaler, a physician, at
tended schools in the city of Lancaster, Mass., be
fore graduating from medical school at Harvard
University in Cambridge, Mass. He had a some
what combative personality, which occasionally
got him into trouble. Shaler went to Havana, Cuba,
to practice medicine because he had a connection
with the U.S. consul there. After that did not work

out, he moved to the frontier town of Newport, Ky.,
in 1832, at the height of the worst cholera epidemic
the state of Kentucky had ever experienced. As
Shaler cared for those victims, he quickly gained
the respect of the community. He was one of the
first physicians to abandon the medical practice of
bloodletting. In October 1835 Shaler married Ann
Southgate, the daughter of Richard Southgate
and Nancy Hinde Southgate. The newlyweds built
a home in what is now Evergreen Cemetery in
Southgate. Shaler was known for treating difficult
cases with some degree of success. In 1847 he be
came the surgeon at the local Newport Barracks
and later served as a Union Army medical officer
during the Civil War. His hospital at the barracks
had a higher rate of success in achieving cures than
other military hospitals. Shaler was a member of
the Covington and Newport Medical and Surgical
Society and the Newport city school board. Often
his name would appear in the newspapers of the
day in the lists of individuals owing back taxes. He
was the father of Nathaniel Southgate Shaler, a
noted geologist, teacher, and historian who went
on to become one of the great teachers of the 19th
century at Harvard University. Late in life, Dr. Na
thaniel B. Shaler moved into a mansion on Taylor
St. in Newport (E. Third St. today), where he died
in 1882. He was buried in Evergreen Cemetery in
Southgate, near his former home.

Cincinnati. Campbell-Kenton Medical Society,

geon, along with his father's resolve that Nathaniel,
from a very early age, should become proficient in
the use of the rifle and the sword, certainly pre
pared him for soldierly duty, but they did little to
blunt his sensibilities to the harsh realities of war.

SHALER, NATHANIEL SOUTHGATE (b.

As the specter of warloomed, Shaler supplemented

February 20, 1841, Newport, Ky.; d. April 10, 1906,
Cambridge, Mass). Nathaniel Southgate Shaler
was an educator, a geologist, and one of Northern
Kentucky's most prolific authors. He was the eldest
surviving son of Nathaniel Burger Shaler, an
eminent physician and surgeon, and Ann Hinde
Southgate, the daughter of a prosperous attorney
and landowner, Richard Southgate. Because he
was born soon after his parents had lost their first

his Harvard curriculum with martial activities: he

born son in an accident, and because of his own

frail health, his early boyhood was exceedingly
sheltered. His lifelong love of nature, domestic and
wild animals, and earth sciences was no doubt fos

tered during these early years, when he often ac
companied his father on horseback rides down to
the Ohio River and throughout the rustic North
ern Kentucky countryside. As a youngster, Na
thaniel also spent a great deal of time with his ma
ternal grandfather, Richard Southgate, at his
grandfather's residence in Newport.
During the first decade of Nathaniel's life, the
significant early influences of his father and his
maternal grandfather, open access to their well
stocked home libraries, and free rein to explore the
natural world around him supplied ample fodder
for his insatiable curiosity and precocious mind.
Between the ages of 11 and 12, Nathaniel attended
the school at the nearby Newport Barracks.
There he studied Latin, Greek, and mathematics,

although ill health (in the form of "sickheadaches,"
which continued to plague him throughout his
life), as well as his dislike of the school, often inter

fered with his attendance. When he reached age 15,
his father hired a private tutor to supplement Na
thaniel's somewhat unorthodox education. Jo

hannes Escher, a clergyman of Swiss and German
heritage, not only furthered Nathaniel's education
but also provided him with a sterling example of
scholarly discipline. Under Escher's expert tute
lage, Nathaniel built a sound, classically based
foundation that included German, Greek, and

Latin literature, as well as the philosophy of Hegel,
Kant, and Schelling.
When Nathaniel reached age 17, his parents de
termined that their eldest son should enroll in an

institution of higher learning. Dr. Shaler, a Har
vard graduate from the class of 1827, deemed his
son to be a fitting candidate for his prestigious
alma mater. Despite Nathaniel's somewhat jum
bled early education, he was enrolled as a sopho
more at Harvard in 1859. While there, he studied
earth sciences under the noted naturalist Louis

Agassiz.

Nathaniel Southgate Shaler's years of under
graduate study were also spent preparing for what
ever role he might be called upon to play for his
native Kentucky in the escalating conflict between
the Northern and Southern states. The militaristic

influence of his boyhood experiences at the New
port Barracks, where his father served as army sur

participated in a drill club, studied various works
on military tactics, and performed soldierly duties
and clerked at the nearby military base Fort Inde
pendence in Boston Harbor.
The outbreak of the Civil War occurred dur

ing Shaler's last year as a student at Harvard. Wres
tling with his conflicting desires—to take his final
examinations or to delay his degree conferment to
enlist in the army—Shaler returned to Kentucky
and sought the counsel of trusted friends and fam
ily members. Following the advice of his grandfa
ther, Richard Southgate, placed him on the Union

side. But family and friends urged him to postpone
his enlistment in the Union Army until after he
had obtained his degree, so Shaler went back to
Cambridge and prepared for his final examina
tions. On July 8, 1862, he graduated summa cum
laude with a BS in geology from Harvard's Law
rence Scientific School.

Almost immediately, he traveled to Frankfort,
Ky., where he received a commission as captain of
the Union Army's 5th Kentucky Battery. He and his
unit fortified one of the hillside battlements that

had been hastily constructed earlier in 1862 when
Confederate troops threatened Cincinnati and
Northern Kentucky. Because his father owned the
land upon which the structure was built and gra
ciously opened his vineyards to allow for the battle
ment's construction, it was later named Shaler Bat

tery in his honor. (Now a part of the Evergreen
Cemetery grounds, Shaler Battery's earthen ram
parts remain visible atop the highest hill of the

cemetery's rolling acreage.) Although severe bron
chitis forced Captain Shaler to resign his post, he
was deeply affected by his wartime experiences and
later wrote of his poignant military reminiscences
in a posthumously published book, From Old
Fields: Poems of the Civil War. In that same year,
1862, he married Sophia Penn Page. The couple had
two daughters, Gabriella and Ann Penn.
In 1864, prompted by pressing reasons of health
and employment, he returned to the cooler climate
of Cambridge and the welcoming environs of Har
vard Yard. His beloved teacher and mentor, Agas
siz, appointed him assistant lecturer in paleontol
ogy at the Museum of Comparative Zoology. One
year later, Agassiz's declining health prompted in
creased teaching responsibilities for Shaler, as he
took over instruction in both zoology and geology.
From 1866 to 1868, he traveledextensively through
out Europe, collecting fossils and other specimens
for the museum and conducting fieldwork in the
Alps, France, and Italy. His travels also included a
trip to Kentucky in 1868, when he participated in a
paleontological dig at Big Bone Lick in Boone Co.
Upon his return to Harvard in 1869, the 28-year
old Shaler was granted a full professorship in pale
ontology (his title was changed to professor of geol
ogy in 1888).

SHANTYBOATS

Shaler's ties to his native state were reaffirmed

in 1873, when Kentucky governor Preston H. Les
lie (1871–1875) appointed him director of the
newly revived Kentucky Geological Survey. Shaler
served the Commonwealth of Kentucky in this ca
pacity until 1880, and during those years he un
dertook the first comprehensive survey of the
state's natural resources, publishing the findings in
an 1876 monograph entitled A General Account
of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. His workled
to the state's later emergence as a leader in the coal
industry. In addition to revitalizing the Kentucky
Geological Survey, in 1875 he initiated Harvard's
first summer school for geology and conducted its
opening installment at Cumberland Gap in Ken
tucky. Shaler was also instrumental in revitalizing
Harvard's Lawrence Scientific School in 1886 and

was appointed dean in 1891, a position he retained
for the rest of his life.
Shaler vibrant classroom lectures, delivered

extemporaneously, conveyed his passion for earth
sciences to a nearly 40-year procession of Harvard
students. He instructed every undergraduate who
entered the university between 1884 and 1891,
largely because of the popularity of Geology 4, his
introductory geology class. His reputation was
mythical among Harvard's student body, not only
because of his teaching abilities but also because of
his caring and compassionate demeanor toward
his students, especially those who were challenged
financially, intellectually, or physically. His stu
dents called him “Uncle Nat.”

Shaler published a large number of scholarly
writings over the course of his long academic ca
reer. Yet he wrote on many nonacademic subjects
as well. The bibliography of his published works,
which lists 29 books and 234 articles, includes an

acclaimed introductory textbook, The First Book
of Geology (1884); a history of his native state,
Kentucky: A Pioneer Commonwealth (1884),
and alate-life social trilogy, The Individual(1900),
The Citizen (1904), and The Neighbor (1904). His
hundreds of articles and essays covered highly di
verse topics: a few titles are “On the Formation of
Mountain Chains" (1866, natural science), "Race

Prejudices" (1886, social philosophy), “The Sum
mer Schools" (1893, education), and “The Dog"
(1894, domestic animals).

Throughout his life, Shaler's substantial mental
energy was equaled by his physical vigor. Despite
his boyhood frailty and lifelong battles with
chronic headaches and vertigo, he maintained an
ambitious exercise regimen. He often walked up to
six miles a day, heedless of adverse weather, and
regularly visited the campus gymnasium. In early
spring 1906, Shaler set out on foot to visit an ill
friend; the ground was still covered with hard
packed snow, which made the return trek very
strenuous. Shaler fell ill soon afterward and under

went surgery for appendicitis. He then contracted
pneumonia and died April 10, 1906, at his home in
Cambridge. He was buried at Mount Auburn
Cemetery in Cambridge.
So highly had the Kentucky-born Harvard
professor and dean been regarded by the people of
Cambridge, his Harvard colleagues, and the stu

dent body that on the afternoon of his funeral, all
flags in the city and on campus hung at half-mast,
shops were closed, classes were suspended, and the
entire undergraduate student population of both
the college and the Scientific School lined both
sides of the street from Shaler's home on Quincy
St. to Appleton Chapel on the campus.
"Dean Shaler Died Yesterday," Harvard Crimson,
April 11, 1906.
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SHANTYBOATS. The shantyboats and shanty
boat communities that used to be scattered along
the Ohio, Licking, and Kentucky rivers within the
Northern Kentucky region are perhaps best known
from literature and film. Ideally, shantyboats were
tucked away in protected inlets and backwaters.
Families resided within these makeshift floating
houses (shanties) on the fringes of the larger river
towns, from Maysville to Carrollton and up the
Kentucky River to Frankfort. The boats were of all
types: oil-drum pontoons, houseboats, and lografts,
tied to the shore wherever they were allowed. They
were built of whatever scrap materials could be scav
enged. One-story shacks, seldom longer than 30 feet
and not much wider than Conestoga wagons, they
were mainly homes of low-income persons. Many
believe that the shantyboat design was a direct de
scendant of early Ohio River flatboats. Some shan
tyboats evolved into somewhat comfortable living
quarters, but most did not. Shantyboaters anchored
to the shore, paying no property taxes, and sent their
children to local schools. They bartered whatever
they could collect, often fish, for what they needed
from shore. Smoked river-bottom carp was one of
their dietary delicacies and trade commodities. The
fathers of shantyboat families often were temporary
day laborers, but unlike Gypsies, shantyboaters
were not transient.

Some shantyboat colonies numbered as many
as 8 or 10 boats, roped to each other and to the
bank. They were visited by floating grocery stores
(hucksters) that docked next to them and supplied
their needs. These communities once existed at

Brent in Campbell Co., at Dayton, at Sandy Hook,
on the Newport waterfront between the bridges,
in West Covington, and in other more remote
spots. Perhaps the most famous Kentucky shanty
town was in front of downtown Frankfort along
the Kentucky River, where the families of prison
ers in the old state penitentiary tied up and re
mained, an easy walk from the jail for visits. Shan
tyboaters cooked with grills on the boats, raised
chickens, and had small gardens on board. For lo
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cal officials, they were legal nightmares: jurisdic
tion over them, services, and so forth were con

stantly at issue. The shantyboat population seems
to have peaked with the Great Depression, when
they represented a rent-free housing option. The
farther south one traveled, the more shantyboats
one saw, since the climate more easily allowed the
lifestyle; in contrast, locally, the December 1917
Ohio River ice gorge destroyed much of the local
fleet of shantyboats.
Beginning with the flood of 1937, which
caused unbelievable damage, the shantyboats
gradually have almost disappeared. The raising of
the Ohio River pool stage in the early 1960s also
contributed to their demise, because the higher
water level made anchorage more difficult to find.
One Brent shantyboat family, on encountering this
dilemma, simply moved up the bank and into the
attic of the Brent train station of the Chesapeake
and Ohio Railroad (C&O); they managed and
cared for the station until the depot closed. Later,
housing codes further prompted the wane of
shantyboats.
As late as the 1970s, Boone Co. area resident
Robert Cannon lived on the Ohio River near Rab

bit Hash. Cannon, 75 years old in 1976, was a for
mer steamboat captain who once tried living in a
city apartment but, unable to sleep, gave it up. He
spent his retirement combing the Ohio River from
his cypress skiff, seeking aluminum he could sell
as junk and other salable flotsam. Cannon was
also a hunter and trapper, possum skins brought
him $3 each.

In the 1980s, Walter Harding, in his sixties,
and his live-in friend, 30-something Helen Beck,
lived in a shantyboat along the Newport bank of
the Licking River, just south of the C&O Bridge.
The D. Krischner and Sons scrap yard nearby al
lowed them to remain there. Harding's dogs were
tied up outside on the bank, to warn of visitors and
to ward off the rats coming out of the junkyard's
scrap piles. Harding paid the government $10 an
nually for the license on his boat.
In literature, the shantyboater population ap
pears often in the works of Covington's Ben Luc
ien Burman. His many books about river life are
peppered with savory and unsavory characters
from the shantyboat era. Other local literary fig
ures who popularized the shantyboat were the
independent-minded Harlan and Anna Hub
bard and Gallatin Co.'s Dr. Carl Bogardus. The
motion picture Tammy and the Bachelor, which
was the 1957 movie of the year, and its theme song
etched the shantyboat lifestyle into the minds of
viewers. The heroine, Tammy, played by Debbie
Reynolds, was the beautiful poor girl from the
wrongside of the tracks, the local shantyboat com
munity, who fell for a young man from another
social class. “Tammy, Tammy, Tammy's in love,"
goes the song. Dickey Lee referred to the social
stigma that came with a shanty address in his 1962
popular hit song "Patches". "Down by the river...
there lives a girl everybody calls Patches, Patches
my darlingofold shantytown." Much like Tammy,
she fell in love with a boy from the other end of
town, but the relationship ended tragically.
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SHARON, MARY BRUCE

Today few shantyboats remain, and most are
recreational fishing or hunting shacks. Changing

times, regulations, and riverside development have
flooded out this part of Northern Kentucky
history.
Bogardus, Carl R. Shantyboat. Indianapolis, Ind:
jobber, 1959.

Ellis, William E. The Kentucky River Lexington:
Univ. Press of Kentucky, 2000.
Hubbard, Harlan. Shantyboat: A River Way of Life.
Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1977.

blond-haired girl. Mary remembered her mother's
story of asking Grandpa Bruce to build a bridge.
"Pa, won't you please build usabridge over the Ohio
River? We've got to cross on the ferryboat every day
to go to schoolin Cincinnati, and a bridge would be
so much better." The Suspension Bridge is shown in

Mary's painting Over the Rhine on Grandpa's

century. In 1836 a second church was built near the

with her mother, Henrietta Bruce Green, after the

she exhibited in France, she was labeled “the

American Matisse." ARTS Magazine wrote after
her death, "Though Mrs. Sharon was born in
1878, there is a scented but fading antebellum fla
vor to her nostalgic primitive painting. ... unlike
Grandma Moses, her style is not only primitive,
but Early American primitive, as if Mrs. Sharon
painted during the period she so charmingly doc
umented. Her work rightly belongs in that cate
gory known as Americana."
Mary Bruce Sharon's first public showings were
in her hometowns: Cincinnati (the Taft Museum),

Kansas City, and New York City (the Metropolitan

age seven. Both her mother and her grandfather

Museum of Art). Her works have been included in

were interested in art and collected artwork.

a Smithsonian traveling exhibit and are published
in her book Scenes from Childhood. They are rep
resented in the collections of the Dwight D. Eisen
hower family, the Hubert H. Humphrey family, the
national board of the YMCA, and many family
members and friends. The Behringer-Crawford
Museum in Devou Park, Covington, holds 12
Mary Bruce Sharon paintings in its permanent
collection, owing to the generous donation of Cov
ington residents Eva G. and Oakley Farris in 2004.
In 1961, at age 83, Mary died at her home on W.
22nd St. in New York City.

As a young adult, Mary continued traveling
with her mother. They lived in Boston, where for a
time Mary took singing lessons for an opera career.
She stopped when her mother told her that "nice
girls didn't go on the stage." They eventually re
turned to Kansas City, Mo., and Mary wed Fred
rick Christy Sharon, who was in the real estate
business and active in the community. They lived
there until 1939, when they moved east and lived in
New York City and Connecticut. After her hus
band died in 1944, Mary went to live with her only
daughter, Henrietta Bruce Sharon Aument.
When her son-in-law, abstract painter Carroll
Aument, saw the illustrations that accompanied
the stories she had written as a child, he encour

“Cincinnati’s ‘Grandma Moses'—The Late . . . .” CE,

April 5, 1964, Pictorial Sec., 46–47

Findsen, Owen. “Covington's Native Daughter." CE,
November 1, 1981, HZ.

aged her to paint. So at age 71 Mary Bruce Sharon,
known as Mouse to her friends, began painting.
She continued until her death in 1961, completing
150 paintings in 13 years.

Mary's childhood in Kentucky influenced her
artwork. The clothing, architecture, furnishings,
and family traditions depicted in her paintings of
fera glimpse into the world of a wealthy child in the
1880s. She portrayed barbecues and dinners, in
works such as Christmas Dinner in Covington,
painted in 1886. Pony rides, torchlight political pa
rades, fishing with Grandpa Bruce, and horse rac
ing are seen in other paintings, for example My
First Visit to the Kentucky Derby. She often in
cluded herself in the paintings as a small, happy,

built the brick church, which lasted into the 20th

original Sharon Presbyterian Church's location,
and in 1893 the current church building was con
structed. The Best, Fee, Taliaferro, and Taylor fam
ilies were among the members attending services

death of her father, Richard, in 1880. Mary lived
a privileged childhood with her wealthy grand
father, Col. Henry Bruce Jr., a Confederate sym
pathizer and businessman who helped hire John
Roebling to design and build the John A. Roe
bling Bridge in Covington. Mary's playroom in
the Bruce home on Sanford St. in Covington was
equipped with working appliances. She met fa
mous people, including Sitting Bull, Tom Thumb,
and Buffalo Bill, and for part of each year, she trav
eled with her family to New York City, where she
first visited the Metropolitan Museum of Art at

Michael R. Sweeney

Main and Third Sts. in Sharon. Arthur Thome, fa

ther of James Thome and a leading local citizen,

nati Art Museum. Roebling stayed with the family

SHARON, MARY BRUCE (b. September 6,
1878, Kansas City, Mo.; d. October 1, 1961, New
York City). As a young child, Mary Bruce Green,
who became a noted painter, moved to Covington

Wecker, David. "Shanty Boat Floats Away Their
Worldly Cares,” KP March 15, 1982,2K.

Church was built in 1818, on the northeast side of

Bridge, now housed in the collection of the Cincin
for six months as he designed the John Roebling
Bridge connecting Covington to Cincinnati.
As the works of a primitive artist, her paintings
are full of detail, especially in the clothing and fur
niture patterns and the use of an array of bright
colors. The flat, two-dimensional quilt-pattern
look is representative of the primitive style. Mary
worked mostly with a dense watercolor pigment
known as gouache. Her works were acclaimed al
most immediately in the New York City art world.
Life magazine gave her a three-page spread, and
art magazines and critics were enthusiastic. When

“A Life on the River,” KP, June 14, 1976, 1,

had been moved to Augusta, where the church met
in the courthouse in the city park. The first perma
nent meetinghouse of the Sharon Presbyterian

at the church after 1836.

Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County. Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky:
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.
Caroline R. Miller

SHARP, PHILLIP ALLEN (b. June 6, 1944,

Cynthiana, Ky). Biochemical research scientist
and Nobel Prize–winner Phillip Sharp, the son of
Joseph and Katherine Colvin Sharp, was raised
along a Licking River bend near McKinneysburg
in Pendleton Co. He attended McKinneysburg El
ementary School and Butler Elementary and But
ler High School and graduated from Pendleton
Co. Memorial High School (1962). Sharp earned
his undergraduate degree in chemistry and math
ematics from Union College in Barbourville (1966)

and his doctorate in chemistry from the University
of Illinois (1969). He was a staff member at Cold

Spring Harbor Laboratory in New York from 1971
to 1974, the year he assumed a faculty position at
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in
the Center for Cancer Research.

In 1977, while working at MIT, Sharp discov
ered that genes could be discontinuous, that is, agene
could be present in several well-separated DNA seg
ments. This fundamental discovery changed the
way scientists looked at how higher organisms de
velop during evolution. The implications as they
relate to cancer research are highly significant. For
this work, Sharp and another scientist, Richard
Roberts, shared the 1993 Nobel Prize in Physiol
ogy or Medicine. Roberts, while working at Cold
Spring Harbor Laboratory, had independently
made a discovery similar to Sharp's. Later in 1993,
Sharp was honored by Kentucky governor Brere
ton Jones (1991–1995) and by both bodies of the
state legislature. In 1985 he became director of the
MIT Center for Cancer Research, in 1991 head of

Foreman, B. J. "Painting Show Comes Home to Cov
ington," CP, October 21, 1981, 10B.
"Mary Bruce Sharon," CP, October 3, 1961, 4,
“Mrs. Mary Bruce Sharon Dies; Gained Attention as
Artist at 70," NYT, October 3, 1961,39.

Reis, Jim. “Art Career Blossomed Late in Life,” KP.
December 22, 1986,4K.

Sharon, Mary Bruce. Scenes from Childhood. New
York: E. P. Dutton, 1978.
Laurie Risch

SHARON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. In

1803 Rev. Robert Wilson organized the first Pres
byterian Church in Bracken Co. at Sharon, near
Germantown. However, by 1812 the meeting place

the MIT Department of Biology, and in 2000
founder of MIT's McGovern Institute. He cur

rently holds MIT’s highest academic rank, insti
tute professor. He cofounded Biogen Inc. (now
Biogen dec), one of the first biotech companies, in
1978 and Alnylam Pharmaceuticals in 2002, both
of Cambridge, Mass., and he currently serves on
the boards of both companies. Sharp has been a
member of the editorial board of the journal Cell.
He once turned down the MIT presidency. When
it was announced that Sharp had won his Nobel
Prize, he said that he “had done pretty good for a
Kentucky farm boy." Sharp is the paramount sci
entist of the Northern Kentucky region. Today, he

SHEPHERD, JEAN
lives in Newton, Mass, with his wife, Ann Hol
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Research,” KP, October 16, 1993, 1–3.
“Two from Mass. Win Nobel for Medicine,” Boston
Globe, October 12, 1993, 1.

SHEEHAN, AUGUST F., JR., “GUS” (b. April
30, 1917, Covington, Ky; d. October 30, 2000, Fort
Thomas, Ky). Kentucky legislator and journalist
Gus F. Sheehan was the son of August F. and Lou
ise Barkau Sheehan. At age 18, he started a weekly
newspaper, the Ludlow News Enterprise. He
wrote most of the articles for the paper and also
acted as sales and circulation manager. During

tion of the Altamont Springs Hotel. Nurses attend
ing the patients were housed in the Avenel Hotel,
only a few blocks away. Just as some soldiers who
had been stationed at the Fort Thomas military
post came back to live in Fort Thomas after dis
charge from military service, so did some of these

Michael R. Sweeney

World War II, Sheehan served in the South Pa
cific combat zone but continued to write his news

The success of the Shelly Arms Hotel was tied
to the fortunes of the Altamont Springs Hotel and

Thomas spent his youth in the Mississippi River
town of Louisiana, Mo. In January 1864, after gain
ing his freedom at age 18, he joined the Union
Army and served with the 67th Infantry Regiment
of the U.S. Colored Troops. Despite the hardship of
being garrisoned and bivouacked in the swamps of
Port Hudson, La., Shaw remained with the regi
ment until the newly formed 9th U.S. Cavalry Regi
ment was organized in Louisiana in 1866. His 28
year army career stretched over both the Civil War

paper articles. He sent them back to his father, who
handled their publication in Gus's absence. Shee
han was educated in Ohio at the University of Cin
cinnati, Xavier University, and later the Chase
College of Law. He entered politics in 1950, serv
ing two terms in the Kentucky House of Represen
tatives. After passing the bar examination, he prac.
ticed law in Covington. Sheehan ran for the
Kentucky Senate and won a seat that he held for the
next 16 years. During his long tenure in the state
Senate, he backed legislation that created the
Northern Kentucky Transit Authority (see North
ern Kentucky Transit Inc.) and was also a pro
ponent of the Kentucky State Lottery. In local poli

whose popularity had begun to wane by 1920. The
resort atmosphere and vacation spots in Fort
Thomas were ruined further as growing numbers
of privately owned automobiles transported po
tential customers to new vacation spots farther
away from the city. By July 1928 the hotel had been
unoccupied for a year and a half following closure
of the federal government's hospital for disabled
veterans there. Adam Haas, a Newport-based real
estate developer, purchased the property, and the
building was razed; the area was developed into
Crown Ave., Altamont Ct., and the development

and the Indian Wars. Shaw saw firsthand the ex

tics he was known as Mr. Democrat. Gus Sheehan

pansion and settlement of the West, where he
served as a guardian of settlers and travelers at some
very remote outposts. His regiment moved to Texas,
and within 10 years Shaw rose to the rank of 1st
sergeant. There he trained a fellow Kentuckian, Af.
rican American trooper and future Medal of
Mexico Territory, Shaw participated in the pursuit

had a lifelong compassion for the less fortunate
and was always eager to help.
Sheehan and his wife, the former Mary Cathe
rine Welp, had four children, Martin, Joyce, Janet,
and Patricia. Their son, Martin, became a lawyer,
served in the Kentucky House of Representatives,
and is now a Kenton Co. Circuit Court judge. Gus
Sheehan owned the News Enterprise for 52 years

of renegade warriors from the Southern Ute and

and then sold it in 1988 to Gene Clabes, who

Apache tribes. He helped to enforce the law and pa
trol the area during the Colfax and Lincoln Co.
wars. As a result of his troop's pursuit of the Apache
subchief Nana in 1881, following the death of Chief

merged it into the Kenton County Recorder (see
Recorder Newspapers). Sheehan's wife, Mary
Catherine, died in 1985. After a long illness, Gus
Sheehan died at age 83 at the Highlands Nursing

Victorio, Shaw earned a Medal of Honor. However,
he did not receive his medal until December 7, 1890,

Home in Fort Thomas. Funeral services were held

comb Sharp. They have three daughters.
Nobelprize.org. "Phillip A. Sharp." www.Nobelprize.
org (accessed May 31, 2005).
“Scientist's Work Helped Map New Frontier in Gene

SHAW, THOMAS, 18T SERGEANT (b. Au

gust 23, 1846, Covington, Ky.; d. June 23, 1895,
Rosslyn, Va.). Thomas Shaw was born into slavery
to an African American mother and a white father.

Honor winner Brent Woods. While in the New

at St. Ann Church in Covington and burial was at
St. Mary Cemetery, Fort Mitchell.
“Legend Gus Sheehan Dies," KE, October 31, 2000,

the Sioux Indians of South Dakota. Shaw and the K

Kenton Co. Library. "Sheehan, August Gus." www

Troop were then reassigned in April 1892 to Fort
Myer, Va., where they performed ceremonial garri
son duty. Shaw retired from the Army in January
1895. Later that year, he died at his home in Rosslyn,
Va., and was buried with full military honors at Ar
lington National Cemetery, Arlington, Va.

kentonlibrary.org/genealogy/bios/.
“Suburban Recorders Bought by Gene Clabes,” KP.
January 9, 1991, 8K.

BiB.

SHELLY ARMS HOTEL. The Shelly Arms Ho
tel, in the area of Bivouac Pl, (now Crown Ave.) in

Fort Thomas, was built in 1907 by Samuel Big
staff to provide a less expensive hotel than the
nearby Altamont Springs Hotel. The Shelly
Arms was smaller and more affordable for families

taking vacations and did not have the prominent

2001, 16A.

location and the wide verandas found at the Alta

Register of Enlistments, United States Army, 26
September 1871. Washington, D.C.; National Ar
chives and Record Service (NARS), Government

Printing Office, 1871.
Reis, Jim. "Acts of Heroism Won Local Men Na

tion's Highest Military Award," KP, November
29, 1982, 4K.

—, "A Slave Who Earned Honors as a War Hero."

In Pieces of the Past, by Jim Reis, vol. 2. Covington:
Kentucky Post, 1991.
Theodore H. H. Harris

Mineral Baths, which featured health treatments

known as Crown Point.

“Hotels Bought: Altamont and Shelly Arms Sold to
Haas for $101,000," KP, June 29, 1928, 1.

Stegeman, A. Vinton. “The Legend of the Highlands'
Mineral Springs,” Fort Thomas Living, February
1987, 21.

Betty Maddox Daniels
SHEPHERD, JEAN(b. July 21, 1921, Hammond,
Ind; d. October 16, 1999, Sanibel Island, Fla.).

Movie script writer and radio and television per
sonality Jean Shepherd grew up in Hammond, Ind.
After a stint in the Army Signal Corps during
World War II, he arrived in the Cincinnati area,

doing late-night talk shows on radio stations
WCKY, WKRC, WSAI, and WLW from 1948 un

while he was serving with KTroop, 9th Cavalry, at
Fort Robinson, Neb. While serving in Nebraska,
Shaw fought in the last major Indian war against

"Battle of Carrigo Canyon." In The Black Military
Experience in the American West, ed. John M.
Carroll. Fort Collins, Colo. Old Army Press, 1970.
“Monument to Honor War Heroes,” KP, August 10,

convalescents. A number of these men met and
married local women after the war ended in 1918.

mont. The Shelly Arms was a short distance away
from the electric streetcar line connecting Fort
Thomas to Cincinnati, Covington, and Newport.
The hotel was well patronized in the summer by
visitors coming either for a few days or for a pro
longed vacation.
During World War I, when the hospital at the
Fort Thomas Military Reservation became full,
the Army Medical Corps established convalescent
wards in the entire Shelly Arms Hotel and in a sec

til the mid-1950s. He was fired from many of these
jobs for not playing enough songs each given hour.
He ad-libbed and became a favorite of truck driv

ers traveling on the roadways east of the Missis
sippi River.
Shepherd lived in an apartment along Madison
Ave. in Covington and frequently talked about
walking across the John A. Roebling Bridge on
his way to work. He broke into television on
WLWT with a comedy show called Rear Bumper
In 1955 he moved to Philadelphia and soon to New
York City, where on WOR radio he gained a large
following of late-night listeners along the East
Coast. Jack Paarlater recommended that Shepherd
should be the one to replace him on The Tonight
Show. In 1983 Shepherd wrote the screen play A
Christmas Story, the story of nine-year-old Ral
phie Parker's attempt to persuade his parents to
buy him a Red Ryder BB gun. Although this semi
autobiographical movie did not win an Academy
Award, it has become a seasonal television classic

and the inspiration for the television show The
Wonder Years. Shepherd died of natural causes in
southwest Florida in 1999 at age 78.
Miller, Mark K. “Humorist Jean Shepherd Dies at 78,”
NYT October 27, 1999,9.
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SHERMAN

"Radio Wit Jean Shepherd Dies,” CE, October 17,
1999, A4.

Wallace, Charlton. “Old Shep' Bounced from Job to

Job," CTS, August 31, 1956, 18.

cially became enlisted in the Army of Texas. The
women of Newport, led by Sherman's wife, made
and presented a flag to this company of volunteers.
On December 31, 1835, Sherman and his men

SHERMAN. The town of Sherman in northern

boarded a steamboat, the Augusta, at Newport
and departed to aid Texas in its fight. On March 12,

the creative artist and designer of roles, skits, and
costumes; Vani played the straight man. As a team
they performed for more than 43 years (1932–
1975), until Chester's death. When they were not
on the road, they called 418 Van Voast Ave. in
Bellevue their home. In 1995 the team was voted

1836, Sherman was elected lieutenant colonel of

into the International Clown Hall of Fame at De

the 1st Regiment of Texas Volunteers. After a sec
ond regiment was organized, Sherman was made a
colonel. Following the defeat of the Texans sta

levan, Wis. Chester Sherman was buried at Spring
Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati. Joe Vani was bur
ied at St. Alphonsus Church Cemetery in New

1832 to Louis Cason, whose descendants owned

tioned at the Alamo, Sherman was in command of

Munster, Wis.

the property until 1975. The origin of the commu

a small cavalry unit on April 20, 1836, at the battle
of San Jacinto, the decisive victory for the Texas
Volunteers in their war for independence. He gal
lantly led a squadron of 68 soldiers in a skirmish
that day, attacking a detachment of the enemy. The
next day, the full-scale battle of San Jacinto began.
Sherman led the left wing and initiated one of the
major onslaughts of the battle. He was the first to
sound that now famous battle cry "Remember the
Alamo!" The flag made by the women of Newport
was the only flag carried that day by the Texas

Grant Co., along U.S. 25 and four miles north of
Dry Ridge, developed around a tavern built in
1812 by Louis Myers, who held a large land grant
from Virginia. The tavern property was sold in

nity's name, Sherman, is unknown, although there
is a local story that Union general George Sher
man rode through the community during the
Civil War.

As population in the area increased, the Sher
man School District No. 6 was opened in 1858. A
post office was established in 1865, discontinued in
1869, reestablished in 1870, discontinued again in
1871, and reestablished in 1873. It operated con
tinuously until 1969, when postal service was again
discontinued. George Robert Atkins, the last Sher
man postmaster, also operated a general store. Ed
Singleton had a general store and abus depot; Rob
ert Snow ran an automobile and a farm machinery
garage.

Today, Sherman consists of a residential area
and farmland. The school was consolidated years

ago with the Dry Ridge School. The businesses
closed as owners retired or died during the 1980s.
Four churches continue to be active and well sup
ported by their members.
Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
“Your Town,” KTS, March 5, 1957, 15.

John B. Conrad
SHERMAN, SIDNEY, MAJOR GENERAL

(b. July 23, 1804, Marlborough, Mass.; d. August 1,
1873, Galveston, Tex.). Sidney Sherman was the
son of Micha and Suzanna Dennison Sherman. At

age 16, Sherman worked for a merchant in Massa
chusetts. He moved to New York City, aspiring to
become a store owner, then in 1826 began to move
westward. Eventually he arrived in Cincinnati,
where he settled in 1831. Shortly afterward, he
moved to Newport, where he became involved in
establishing factories in the area. He operated a
sheet lead plant in Covington and was the first per
son to manufacture sheet lead in the region. He
also operated a successful cotton bagging plant in
Newport. In April 1835, Sherman married Isabella
Catherine Cox at Frankfort, and they resided in a
house adjacent to their factory at Third and Mon
mouth Sts. in Newport. Kentucky governor James
T. Morehead (1834—1836) commissioned Sherman

to command a volunteer militia company. It was at
this time that Texas had begun its effort to achieve
independence from Mexico. Sympathizing with
the Texans in their struggles, Sherman organized a
company of 50 men from Cincinnati, Covington,
and Newport. The group, billeted at the Newport
Barracks, became known as the Newport Rifles.
On December 18, 1835, Sherman's company offi

“Clown Gets Extra Bow—in the Hall of Fame," CP,

September 6, 1995, 1A.
Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Michael R. Sweeney

After the victory, Texas was declared a free and
independent republic. Sherman tendered his resig

SHIELDS, KEN (b. December 23, 1941, Coving
ton, Ky). Basketball coach Robert Kenneth Shields
is the son of Jack and Blanche Kenney Shields. In
1960 he was named most outstanding athlete as
a senior at Covington Catholic High School,
where he played four years of basketball and base
ball. He graduated from the University of Dayton
in 1964 with an education degree. He also earned

nation as a colonel of the Texas Volunteers. How

an MA in 1970 in educational administration and

ever, David G. Burnet, president of the newly
founded Republic of Texas, and the son of Cincin
nati's Jacob Burnet, would not accept it and instead
gave him a commission as a colonel in the new
Army of Texas. Burnet ordered Sherman to return
to Newport and raise more troops for the army.

a Rank I degree in 1972, both from Xavier Univer
sity in Cincinnati. Shields's first coaching position
was at Covington Catholic High School. He began

troops.

Sherman came home and afterward took his fam

ily to Texas. In 1839 he was made a major general of
the Republic of Texas. In 1842 he was elected a rep
resentative in that republic's Congress and ap
pointed chairman of the Military Committee. In
1845 the Lone Star Republic, as Texas was affec
tionately known at that time, entered the Union,
adding one more star to the nation's flag. In 1850
Sherman acquired a charter and built the first rail
road in Texas; its first locomotive was named the
General Sherman in his honor. From 1852 to 1853

he served in the Texas legislature. Sherman died in
1873 and was buried at Lakeview Cemetery in
Galveston, Tex.

Reis, Jim. “Newport Unit Battled Santa Anna," KP
July 25, 1998,4K.
“Proud Soldiers in the Battle for Texas,” KP,
March 9, 1992, 4K.

Truesdell, Charles B. “Newport's Great Hero–General
Sidney Sherman,” Papers of the Christopher Gist
Historical Society, March 25, 1952,47–76.

there in 1964–1965 as an assistant coach in men's
basketball. He became men's headbasketball coach

at the now-defunct St. Thomas High School the
following season, winning 199 games in 10 years
there; he coached men's basketball for the next 13

years at Highlands High School, winning 261
games. In 1979 the Highland High School Blue
birds claimed their first Ninth Region title in 45
years. Shields won a total of five regional champi
onships while coaching basketball at Highlands
High School. His cumulative 460-257 record at St.
Thomas and Highlands high schools still ranks
him as the winningest Northern Kentucky men's
high school basketball coach ever.
In August 1988, Shields was hired as men's
head basketball coach at Northern Kentucky
University (NKU). He made that school's pro
gram into one of the finest in NCAA Division II.
Shields achieved a record of 306-170 in 16 seasons

at NKU, becoming the school's winningest men's
basketball coach, and guided the NKU Norse to
national championship game appearances in 1996
and 1997. The school had not won the Great Lakes

Valley Conference championship or made the

Robin Caraway

NCAA Tournament since 1978, when Shields's
team did both in the 1994–1995 season. As a result,

SHERMAN BROTHERS (Chester Sherman: b.

Shields was named national coach of the year by
the Division II Bulletin. The Norse qualified for

August 10, 1895, Cincinnati, Ohio; d. November 4,
1976, Fort Thomas, Ky., Joseph Vani: b. June 12,
1913, Chicago, Ill; d. March 21, 2008, Montgomery,

the NCAA Tournament in seven of Shields's final
10 seasons.

act that appeared in hundreds of circus perfor

Shields retired from coaching after the 2003–
2004 season yet remains at NKU as a part-time
teacher. He was inducted into the Covington

mances around the United States, Canada, and Mex
ico. The members of the team were Chester Sher

Catholic Hall of Fame in 1994, the Greater Cincin
nati Basketball Hall of Fame in 1998, and the Ken

man, who grew up in Bellevue, and his “brother."
Joseph Vani, who was from Illinois. Sherman was

tucky Association of Basketball Coaches Hall of

Ohio). The Sherman Brothers were a two-man clown

Fame in 2005.

SHINE, MICHAEL T.

Ernst, Ryan. "Shields Pupils Await His Next Move,"
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church clerk and financial secretary for most of
that time. Shimfessel received a plaque from the

CE, October 12, 2003, 15C.
. "Shields Will Retire after This Season," CE, Oc
tober 8, 2003, 2B,

local chapter of the NAACP for outstanding com
munity service and also was named an outstand
ing senior citizen by the Junior Chamber of Com

Schmidt, Neil. "Shields Says Retirement Seems Likely."
CE, May 15, 2003, IB.

merce. She was a charter member of the Charles
Neil Schmidt

Henderson American Legion Post Ladies Auxil
iary. Shimfessel died in 1983 at age 82 and was bur
ied at Mary E. Smith Cemetery in Elsmere.

SHILOH. The history of Shiloh, a community lo
cated in Grant Co., began long before it was named.
Most of the area in present-day Grant Co. south of
Williamstown was originally covered with dense
forests and sparsely populated. Absentee owners
with largeland grants held title to much of the area.

"Alice T. Shimſessel. A Clear Voice Who Espoused
Concern, Involvement," CP December 6, 1983, 10A.

"A Check for $525," KTS, April 22, 1952.5.
"Early Start Planned for Negro Center." KTS, Febru
ary 9, 1955,2A.

One of these owners was the Frenchman Francis

Fisher, John C.K., "Blacks join Together on a Positive
Note: Program Teaches Children about Heritage."
KP February 29, 1988, IK–2K.
"Fouse League Is Getting Results." KP August 1,

Simon (1806–1892), who settled between modern
Corinth and Keefer and built a road known as Si

mon's Passway, the currently usable part of which
is now known as Ragtown Rd. Here Simon and his

1957, 1.

wife, Eliza Musselman Simon, built a "manor

house." The house is long gone, but a family ceme.
tery and a slave cemetery remain nearby.
The first semipublic building constructed in
the community of Shiloh was the Shiloh Baptist
Church, erected in 1875. It was a log building with

"Negro Building in Dispute." KTS, September 21,
1956, 1A.

"White Only Sign in Store Is Hit," KP, July 19,
1960, 1K.

Theodore H. H. Harris

Alice Shimfessel, 1970.

two stories, and the second floor was used for com

SHINE, MICHAELT. (b. June 15, 1850, Ireland;

munity recreation. When the building became un
safe, it was replaced by the church's present one
story frame structure.
The second public building, a one-room school

d. June 20, 1930, Covington, Ky.) Michael Thomas
Shine, a lawyer, judge, and politician, was born in
Ireland. His family immigrated to the United
States when Michael was a young boy and settled
in Northern Kentucky, where Michael was edu
cated in local schools. His first job was working at
the Covington railroad terminal. He apprenticed
law under Judge Walter W. Cleary and, after
passing the bar exam, set up his legal practice in
Covington's Boone Block, at Fourth and Scott Sts.
His office adjoined those of John G. Carlisle,Wil
liam Goebel, and Judge James P. Tarvin. Shine's
legal practice grew quickly, and he became one of
Northern Kentucky's most successful attorneys. He

called Oakland, was built on donated land in 1881.

Officially known as Grant Co. School District 8,
the Oakland School was closed in 1903. The pupils
then walked to Keefer to attend school. The section

of Simon's Passway from the foot of Ragtown Hill
to the Shiloh Rd., once traveled by buggies, car
riages, horses, and wagons, is impassable now and
is so marked on county road maps. In 1998 there
was a suspicious fire at the Shiloh Community
Baptist Church, after which the church was
rebuilt.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
"Motives for Fires Sought." KPNovember 9, 1998,2K.

juvenile delinquency but are we doing anything
about it? I still say any old building or even a prefab
building would solve the problem. I am anxious to
get started on a drive for just such a place. I wonder
if anyone is willing to help?
She appeared before the Covington Board of
City Commissioners to request aid. Shimfessel
also encouraged the African American commu
nity to support the Covington-Kenton Co. Tu
berculosis Sanatorium.

Several attempts were made to establish a
YMCA in Peaselburg (central Covington), on a site
owned by the L. B. Fouse Civil League. This civic
activity evolved into the effort to start the commu
nity center on E. Bush St. that became the L. B.
Fouse Civic League building. Shimfessel served as

its president for many years. Many civil rights ac

retary of the newly opened Jacob Price Homes
housing project in Covington. During the early
1950s, she was at the forefront of the civil rights

tivities, including Congress of Racial Equality
freedom riders protest demonstrations, NAACP
meetings, and teen dances, were launched out of
the L. B. Fouse Civic League.
During the late 1950s and early 1960s, Shim
ſessel was involved in protest activities against seg
regated restaurants, movie theaters, and depart
ment stores in Covington. She led the protestors
who were carrying signs in front of the Madison
and Liberty movie theaters. In 1958 she found
herselfin federal district court supporting the en

movement and accepted a challenge from the city

rollment of an African American student, Jesse

of Covington and neighborhood residents to find
a place for African American youth to play. She
stated in a local newspaper:

Moore, at Holmes High School. Shimfessel's ef
forts were successful; Jesse Moore was permitted
to enter the high school, thereby breaking the color
barrier that had existed there. In later years, Shim
ſessel was instrumentalingetting the Civic League
to participate in serving senior citizens locally
through the Meals on Wheels program. She also
taught preschool at the Civic League.
Shimfessel was a member of First Baptist
Church for more than 50 years and served as

John B. Conrad
SHIMFESSEL, ALICE THORNTON (b. June
27, 1901, Xenia, Ohio; d. December 5, 1983, Cin

cinnati, Ohio). Alice Thornton was the daughter of
Rev. Isaac and Laura Thornton. Alice married El
merT. Shimfessel. In 1941 she became the first sec

Now that the sun is about to shine on both sides of

the street the kids in this end of town are looking
for a place to go. They do not have a YMCA, Boys
Club, canteen, Community Center, picture show
or any place where they might find recreation. Not
even a ball field where they can play a game of ball.
Friends, this is really serious to me. We talk about

Michael Shine.
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Elks Club(see Civic Associations). In 1923 Shine's

bling came to Northern Kentucky to build the
first bridge to span the Ohio River in this area.
For that reason many people have lobbied to have
Shinkle's name added along with Roebling's to
the name of the bridge. Shinkle was also president
of the Covington Gaslight Company in 1863 (see
Gas Lighting and Gasworks).
Shinkle founded an orphanage, which was lo
cated first on Madison Ave. in Covington. It later
relocated to Devou Park and today operates as
the Children's Home of Northern Kentucky.
As a civic leader, Shinkle served on the Covington
City Council from 1853 to 1866. He also was a
member of the Covington Board of Education and

former residence at 12th St. and Madison Ave. be

served on the board of trustees of the Freedmen's

came the first home of the Covington Latin
School. For many years, he lived at 804 Scott St. in

Ohio, he was on the board of Cincinnati's Wes

married Rose Jennings in 1881; the couple had
three daughters and two sons.
In 1884 Shine entered Democratic politics and
was elected a judge of Kenton Co. He held that posi
tion for the next 16 years. In 1900, when he ran for
reelection, he was defeated by a coalition of Repub
licansand Democratsaligned with William Goebel.
Shine served as president of numerous fraternal or

ganizations, including the Cathedral Holy Name
Society, the Catholic Knights of America, and the
Ancient Order of Hibernians. He was also a mem

ber of the Knights of Columbus and the Knights
of St. John and an exalted ruler of the Covington

Covington. Shine underwent an operation in early
1930 and developed complications from it. After a
long and successful career, he died later that year at
age 80 in Covington's St. Elizabeth Hospital (see St.
Elizabeth Medical Center). Funeral services

were held at the Cathedral Basilica of the Assump
tion and burial was in St. Mary Cemetery in Fort
Mitchell, Michael Shine was part of a group of suc
cessful Irish immigrants (others were Peter
O’Shaughnessy and James Walsh (see Walsh
Distillery) who were members of the Covington
Cathedral parish and who became both religious
and social leaders of the community.
"Body of Jurist Will Lie in State," KP, June 21, 1930, 1.
“Former Judge Is Taken in Death,” KTS, June 21, 1930, 1.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 4668, for the year
1930.

“Michael Thomas Shine,” KP, June 22, 1930, 2.

“School Begun in Former Home of Judge,” KP Sep
tember 21, 1998,4K.

SHINKLE, AMOS (b. August 11, 1818, Brown
Co., Ohio; d. November 13, 1892, Covington,
Ky). Amos Shinkle, the son of Peter and Sarah
Day Shinkle, was Northern Kentucky's foremost
philanthropist and business leader for most of the
second half of the 19th century. At age 18 he be
gan working as a cook on a flatboat. In 1846 or
1847 he arrived in Covington, where he estab
lished a coal business that supplied fuel to steam
boats on the Ohio River. Then starting in the
1850s, he built and sold steamboats. During the
Civil War, he held the rank of colonel of the Ken

Aid Society, which aided freed slaves in the area. In

leyan Female College, whose most famous gradu
ate became first lady Lucy Hayes, the wife of Presi
dent Rutherford B. Hayes (1887–1891).
A prominent Methodist, Shinkle was a member
of Covington's Union Methodist Episcopal Church
at Fifth and Greenup Sts., which became First

serve with the Union Home Guard, in which his
father held the rank of colonel. Bradford later re

turned to Miami University and graduated in
1864. Amos Shinkle gave Bradford his first job,
serving as a clerk on a steamboat the elder Shinkle
owned, the Magnolia. On March 21, 1868, while
headed to Cincinnati from Maysville, the boat's
boilers exploded, killing about 50 persons. Brad
ford was blown into the river but managed to swim
to safety. Although one of his eyes was injured and
he suffered some burns, he recovered fully. In Oc
tober 1868, Bradford married Ann Hemingray,
daughter of Robert Hemingray and Mary Car
roll Hemingray, owners of the Hemingray Glass
Company in Covington. Bradford and his wife
lived in the Hemingray family mansion at 165 E.
Second St.; they also had a summer home in Rhode

Methodist Church and later, in 2005, a downtown

Island. Bradford and Anna Shinkle had two chil

campus of Immanuel United Methodist Church.
Shinkle served as superintendent of his church's
Sunday School from 1867 until his death in 1892.
His financial support assisted Epworth Methodist
Church (West Covington), Main St. Method
ist Church (Covington), and the Shinkle Methodist
Church (Covington), the latter named in his honor

dren, Camilla and Amos Clifford. Ann Shinkle

in 1892. The Shinkle Methodist Church has since

moved to Independence.
Shinkle married Sarah Jane Hughes on No
vember 10, 1842, and they had one son, Bradford.
The family owned several residences in Covington

died on October 1, 1884, and Bradford married her

sister, Mary Ann Hemingray, on January 6, 1887.
He and his second wife had one child, Bradford
Shinkle Jr.

Amos Shinkle was president of the Covington
and Cincinnati Bridge Company and was the
driving force behind the building of the John A.
Roebling Bridge. At his father's death in 1892,
Bradford succeeded him as president of the bridge
company. Bradford also served as president of
the Champion Ice Company and was the largest

and a summer home in what is now Crestview

shareholder in the Fifth-Third Bank of Cincinnati

Hills, a property known locally for many years as

and the First National Bank of Covington (see
First National Bank and Trust Company of
Covington). He served on the boards of directors
of many local organizations. However, much of
his time was spent with the Shinkle, Wilson &
Kreis Wholesale Grocery Company, in which he
was a partner. Bradford Shinkle prided himself on
living a very normal life, preferring to spend his
leisure time at home rather than at parties and

the Lookout Stud Farm. Amos Shinkle died on

November 13, 1892, just after he and his wife had
celebrated their golden wedding anniversary. Dur
ing his time, Amos Shinkle was thought to have
been one of the richest persons in Covington. At
his death, he left an estate valued at more than $2.5

million, even after making significant contribu
tions to his church and his community. Shinkle
was buried in Highland Cemetery in Fort
Mitchell.

"Amos Shinkle–The Philanthropist and Financier."
KP, November 14, 1892, 1.

tucky Home Guards during the 1862 siege of Cin
cinnati. He also helped to organize the "Shotgun
Company," which later became the Union's 41st
Kentucky Volunteer Infantry. The United States
purchased at least two of his steamboats for con
version into ironclads during the war. Shinkle
was involved in numerous businesses, including
the Champion Coal and Tow-boat Company
(founded in Covington 1865) and the First Na
tional Bank of Covington (see First National
Bank and Trust Company of Covington). In
1856 he became the major stockholder in the
Covington and Cincinnati Bridge Company and
was the major force behind the construction of
the John A. Roebling Bridge. It was due in part
to the efforts of Shinkle that engineer John Roe

Covington businessman Amos Shinkle and his
wife, Sarah Hughes Shinkle. The family moved to
Covington when Bradford was one year old. He
was educated in Covington public schools and
then attended Miami University, Oxford, Ohio.
During the Civil War, Bradford left college to

Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincinnati: ).
M. Armstrong, 1878.

Covington City Death Certificate No. 708, for the
year 1892.

Highland Cemetery Records, Fort Mitchell, Ky.
Johnson, E. Polk. History of Kentucky and Kentuck
ians. Chicago: Lewis, 1912.
Kenton Co. Public Library. “Amos Shinkle." www

.kenton.lib.ky.us (accessed February 15, 2006).
Reis, Jim. “Amos Shinkle. Rags to Riches Story.” KP
March 4, 2002, 4K.
Paul L. Whalen

other social functions. He neither smoked nor

drank alcohol and attempted to keep himself
physically fit. He was a founding member of the
Fort Mitchell Country Club in Fort Mitchell.
He developed heart problems, which brought
about his death at age 63. Because Shinkle had a
morbid fear of being buried alive, he left specific
instructions that his body should be observed for
a reasonable time after death before being buried.
For 11 days, guards opened his casket every hour,
to make sure that he was not alive. He was buried

in the Highland Cemetery, Fort Mitchell, which
he had helped establish. In 1914 the Gothic three
story, 33-room Shinkle mansion was given to the
Salvation Army, which operated the Booth Me
morial Hospital in Shinkle's opulent former
home.

SHINKLE, BRADFORD (b. September 29,
1845, Higginsport, Ohio; d. May 7, 1909, Coving
ton, Ky.) Bradford Shinkle was the son of wealthy

"Bradford Shinkle Claimed by Death,” KP May 8,
1909, i.

SHORTWAY BRIDGE

"Feared Burial Alive: Casket Is Guarded,” KP, June 10,
1909, 2.

"Funeral Rites over Remains of Capitalist," KP May
10, 1909, 2.

Johnson, E. Polk. History of Kentucky and Kentuck
ians. Vol. 2. Chicago: Lewis, 1912.
Reis, Jim. “Bradford Shinkle Made Own Name in
Business," KP, March 4, 2002, 4.

SHONERT, WARRENJ., JR. (b. September 26,
1922, Falmouth, Ky.; d. April 29, 2002, Falmouth,
Ky). Newspaper publisher Warren Jeffrey Shonert
Jr. was the son of Warren J. and Grace Ridgway
Shonert. He was also a grandson of a Union Army
veteran, a nephew of a Confederate Army officer,
and a great-grandnephew of Capt. John Waller,
an early Pendleton Co. pioneer. Shonert Jr. loved
history and spent most of his adult life chronicling

SHORT CREEK/GOFORTH. Located in west

central Pendleton Co., along Ky. Rt. 467, Short Creek
was a thriving community during the mid-1800s.
The town had a blacksmith shop; a general store; a
tobacco warehouse; an ice storage house, where in
the winter ice was cut from ponds and stored in
sawdust for use in the coming summer; a school;
and a thriving Baptist church, which was the cen
ter of social as well as religious life. There were two
practicing physicians, Dr. Bethel and Dr. N. B.
Chipman. Chipman, who moved to Falmouth in
1890, also dealt extensively in tobacco and oper.
ated the Old Tub Fowler Distillery at Falmouth.
After Chipman left Short Creek, Dr. George W.
McMillian and Dr. N. H. Ellis practiced medicine
there. McMillian later moved to Covington, and
Ellis relocated to Williamstown.

In 1880 a post office was established at Short

historical events. From 1941 to 1985, he served as
Creek. Until about 1920, it was common for couri

the owner, publisher, and editor of the Falmouth
Outlook, carrying on the tradition of journalism
begun by his father, W.J. Shonert Sr., who founded
the newspaper in 1907. Shonert Jr. sold the newspa
per in 1985 to Delphos Herald Inc., which contin
ues publishing it.

ers on horseback to carry the mail between com
munity post offices. The post offices were usually
located in a general store, since rural free delivery
was not established until the turn of the 20th cen

tury. The Post Office Department in Washington,
D.C., discovered there was another Short Creek,

Warren Shonert Jr. also was a director and an

employee of the former First National Bank of Fal
mouth and Butler and an active community leader
in Pendleton Co. He was a president of the Fal
mouth Rotary Club. He and his wife, Genevieve

Ky., so, at the suggestion of Chipman, the name of
the town's post office was changed to Goforth; thus
the community had two names. Early settlers had
initially referred to itbyathird name, Cold Springs,
which described the cold spring water they found

Hancock Shonert, traveled across the state of Ken
in the area.

tucky while Warren was district Rotary governor.
Shonert was a Republican Party leader, and his wife
was a leader within the Democratic Party. He was a

One of the outstanding houses at Short Creek
was a huge log house that was built before 1859.
when some of the area around Short Creek was al

member of the Chamber of Commerce, the Pendle

most a wilderness. It was the home of John R. Wads

ton Co. Industrial group, and the Riverside Ceme
tery board. He was vice chairman of the Pendleton
Bicentennial Commission and a regent of North
ern Kentucky University (NKU) and held mem
bership in a number of Masonic lodges and orders,
as well as the Sons of the American Revolution, and

the Confederate VeteransCamp No. 1342. He was a
Paul Harris Fellow of Rotary International and a
Kentucky Colonel. As a member of the NKU board,
Shonert was deeply involved in the turbulence that
beset the college in the mid to late 1970s.
In 1985 he and his wife donated a valuable
book collection of more than 1,500 titles to the
NKU archives. The collection deals with the Civil

War, Kentucky history, the life of Abraham Lin
coln, and other topics and includes more than
eight years of Falmouth Outlook issues. In the
early 1990s, Shonert was a contributor to The Ken
tucky Encyclopedia, published by the University
Press of Kentucky. Survivors include a daughter

worth. James Mitchell Ballinger owned this home
in 1924, when the logs were sold and moved to
Kenton Co. The log home Wadsworth had built
was reconstructed and is still standing near Plea
sure Isle on Ky. Rt. 17, south of Covington; it now
houses the Log Cabin Restaurant.
The Baptist Church of Christ at Short Creek
was constituted in 1833, with six members. Rev.

Christian Tomlin was the first pastor and served in
that capacity until 1837. The church met to worship
inalog schoolhouse near the waters of Short Creek
until 1840, when a house of hewed logs was built
for worship. This church building, which had a
large stone fireplace at one end, was near a spring
on one of the tributaries of Short Creek, on the

land of Amos Eggleston. The cost of building the
church was about $15, aside from material and la

bor furnished by the church people. In 1852 the
congregation completed a new house of worship, a
hewed-log house about 50 by 60 feet in size, cost

and a son. Shonert was buried in the Riverside

ing about $75. On the morning of May 5, 1908, that
Cemetery in Falmouth.

church building was struck by lightning and

"Falmouth Outlook Sold after 78 Years, KP Decem
ber 30, 1985, l'K.

“NKU Gets Valuable Collection," KP, January 18,
1985, K.

“Warren Shonert, 79, Falmouth Outlook Owner and

burned; it was a total loss, and there was no insur

ance carried on the building. The congregation
quickly rebuilt their church building and dedi
cated it on May 23, 1909. Services are still being
held in it.

Publisher Dies,” Falmouth Outlook, May 7, 2002, 1.
“Warren Shonert, 79, Falmouth Outlook Owner and

Publisher Dies," KP, May 2, 2002, 17A,
Mildred Belew

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. (ca.
1994].
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Monroe, John. “Historical Sketch,” Falmouth Out

look, April 28, 1916, 3.
Mildred Belew

SHORTWAY BRIDGE. The former Shortway
Bridge, which linked E. 12th St. in Covington to
W. 11th St. in Newport, was marked by tragedy
even before it was completed. On June 15, 1892,
while still under construction, it collapsed into the
Licking River, killing at least 22 workers and injur
ing others, several of whom died later. This was not
the first Licking Riverbridge to fail. On January 16,
1854, the Newport and Covington Suspension
Bridge (at the location of the current Fourth St.
Bridge) dropped into the water below. Work on the
1892 bridge resumed right away, and it opened in
December of that same year with a single lane run
ning in each direction. The Bridge Company of
Cleveland completed the structure at a cost of
roughly $200,000. The span was closed on May 10,
1914, because of structural safety issues. A new,
sturdier bridge was erected, capable ofcarrying the
heavy electric streetcars of the Green Line com
pany; the bridge, opened on April 7, 1915, was
known by various names: the Green Line Bridge,
the 11th St. Bridge, and the 12th St. Bridge. It had a
358-foot main truss and approaches at each end
totaling another 1,200 feet. For years it was owned
by a sister corporation of the region's bus company
but operated by the Green Line. The bridge pro
vided quick access to Covington for Green Line
streetcars and buses from the company's bus barn
located in Newport. In 1970 some 10,620 vehicles
crossed the bridge daily. In 1978 the toll for pas
senger cars was raised to 10 cents, the first increase
since 1932. In 1983 about 5,800 cars were crossing
daily, and in March of that year the toll went to 20
cents for passenger cars.
In later years, the bridge became known as the
Shortway Bridge. It generated roughly $250,000 in
annual revenue during the early 1970s. On July 26,
1976, a fire caused by children playing with fire un
der the Newport approach stopped bridge traffic
until August 10 of that year. Until February 1977,
when the I-275 Poweleit Bridge at Wilder opened,
Kenton and Boone Co. Northern Kentucky
University students crossed the Licking River on
the Shortway Bridge, winding their way to the
school's Highland Heights campus.
Tolls on the bridge stopped being charged on
September 9, 1986, the day the Commonwealth
of Kentucky purchased the bridge for $1.25 mil
lion. It was the last privately owned toll bridge in
the state. The bridge closed forever on April 2,
2001. An adjacent downstream state-funded re
placement bridge across the Licking River
opened in September 2001, which since has been
named the Licking River Girl Scout Bridge. The
Girl Scout Bridge is a welcome roadway with two
lanes in each direction. It greatly improves traffic
flow between the two cities of Covington and
Newport and across Northern Kentucky as part
of Ky. Rt. 1020. Kentucky tried to give away the
old Shortway Bridge but could not find a taker.
On August 25, 2003, it was imploded and cut up
for scrap.
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“Fire Closes Short-Way Bridge," KP, July 26, 1976, 1K.
Lehmann, Terry W., and Earl W. Clark. The Green
Line. Chicago: Central Electric Railfan's Associa
tion, 2000.

Reis, Jim. “A Link with Death: Collapse of Shortway

Bridge's Predecessor Claimed 31 Lives," KP. May 2,
1983, 4K.

Reiter, John. "Tolls Will Rise on Short Way," CP July
11, 1978, i1.

Remlinger, Connie. “One Last Toll," KP September
10, 1986, 1 K.

“Shortway Bridge Toll Removed," KP September 10,

City in December 1927. It had a run of one and a
half years and has been redone many times, pro
fessionally on Broadway (and even recently in
London's West End) and nonprofessionally by
schools and local groups. Some critics have called
it perhaps the greatest American musical. The

production's continued success demonstrates
the degree of nostalgia for this now-missing part
of the American landscape, which the Northern
Kentucky region once so thoroughly enjoyed
firsthand.

1986, l.

Bryant, Betty. Here Comes the Showboat. Lexing
SHOWBOATS. In early August 1945, the Menke
brothers' showboat Hollywood (formerly the Co
lumbia) tied up at the foot of Greenup St. in Cov
ington for 10 nights of Clouds and Sunshine,

with the curtain rising at 8:30 p.m. It was one of

ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1994.
“Here Comes the Showboat," KP, August 6, 1945, 2.
Reis, Jim. “We Build on Their Efforts. Unsung Stal
warts Created Community.” KP June 19, 2000, 4K.

“Services for Proprietor of Show Boats," KTS, March
15, 1928, 3.

the last times for such a stop at Covington. Begin
ning in the 1830s, similar boats had plied the
navigable rivers of the region—the Ohio and the
Kentucky-bringing smiles and fun. The previ
ous showboat to dock in Covington had been the

Way, Frederick, Jr. Way's Packet Directory, 1848–

behemoth 1,400-seat Golden Rod, in 1939. River

SHUTT, JACOB D. (b. 1830, Warren Co., Pa.; d.

records suggest that at least 100 showboats were
built for the inland waterways. Big and small,
these migratory vaudevillian emporiums, ginger
bread constructions set atop mostly unpropelled
barges, were towed to venues at Maysville, Au
gusta, Dayton, Bellevue, Newport, Covington,

February 24, 1895, Covington, Ky). Jacob D. Shutt
became a very wealthy banker in Northern Ken
tucky after the Civil War. Although his back
ground is somewhat obscure, Shutt moved from
Pennsylvania to Covington around 1850. He
started working in the lumber business, married
an employer's daughter (Sarah A. “Nannie” Rich
ardson), and found political success. In 1863 he
won a seat on the Covington city council and later
was chosen council president. In 1864, as a Repub
lican, Shutt won election to the Kentucky legisla

Ludlow, Warsaw, and Carrollton on the Ohio, at

Gratz and Monterey on the Kentucky, and some
times all the way to Frankfort and beyond. Calli
opes would announce their arrival; then the eve
ning bill was typically a melodrama full of villains
and tear-jerking plots, with multiple roles per
formed by members of the boat's crew. Popcorn
and penny candy were available for purchase.
These annual summer visits were greatly antici
pated by people of all ages. The larger cities, being
the first to open movie theaters, were the first to
lose their showboats; but gradually, throughout
the region, the floating palaces of a bygone era
ceased coming round the bend.
Many rivermen and showboaters retired to
Newport and Covington. In 1931 Captain Edwin

1994. Athens: Ohio Univ. Press, 1994.

Michael R. Sweeney

ture and served from 1865 to 1867. In 1881 he lost

a bid to become a state senator. In 1868 he pur
chased four city lots in Covington. At 26 W. Fifth
St. in Covington still stands the elegant Shutt
mansion, now housing professional offices. After
the Civil War, Shutt's career paralleled that of
many Republican businessmen and bankers. Fol

lowing passage of the national banking act of
1864, Shutt built his career in the new banking
system as one of local businessman Amos Shin
kle's associates. In 1877 Shutt was elected a direc

A. Price died at his home at 324 Park Ave. in New

tor of Shinkle's First National Bank in Covington.

port. He and his son, Steven E. Price, had operated
several showboats (the Grand Floating Palace,

In 1880 Shutt was one of the bank's seven direc

the Water Queen, and the New Era) on the Ohio

and Mississippi rivers, from Pittsburgh and St.
Paul to New Orleans. They did so until 1928, when
Steven Price died. The Prices' large floating the
aters were welcome sights for the people of the re
gion for many years. The popular Bryant's Show
Boat was retired in 1942, after 24 seasons on the
water. The few boats that survive are novelties. The

Showboat Majestic, for example, is permanently
moored at the public landing at Cincinnati; it does
not leave its berth.

The lore of showboating has captured the lit
erature and arts of America. Based upon an Edna

tors, along with Vincent and Amos Shinkle. In
1885 Shutt was president of the City National
Bank of Covington. At the time of his death, he
was vice president of the First National Bank.
Shutt joined the Washington Lodge and the Inde
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, served on the
board of the Covington Protestant Children's

Bricking, Chuck. Covington's Heritage: A Compilation
of the City's Historical Houses and a Short Biography
of the Inhabitants. Covington, Ky: Privately pub
lished, 1980.

Covington Death Record No. 119, for the year 1895.
Kenton Co. Deed Book 17, May 29, 1868,610–11.
“Mr. Shutt's Death—Positions Held in County," KP

February 25, 1895, 1.
John Boh
SIEWERS, SARAH M. (b. March 1, 1855, Cin

cinnati, Ohio; d. April 22, 1926, Massillon, Ohio).
Medical doctor and suffragist Sarah M. Siewers
was the daughter of Charles G. and Rebecca Car
penter Siewers. The family moved to Newport
when Sarah was a young child. She attended pub
lic school in Newport and graduated from New
port High School. Shortly thereafter, she be
came a grade school teacher and later taught at
Newport High School. Siewers attended a series
of lectures on chemistry and physiology during
the time she was teaching high school, and she
decided to pursue a medical career. She left teach
ing and enrolled in the Eclectic Medical College
of Cincinnati in Ohio, the only area medical
school that would accept female students. An
other well-known doctor who attended that

school was Louise Southgate, who set up her
medical practice in Covington. Siewers gradu
ated with a medical degree in 1891. She did post
graduate work at the Cincinnati City Hospital
and at the Ohio Hospital for Women and Chil
dren. After her postgraduate work was completed,
she opened her medical practice at 209 E. Sixth
St. in Newport. She also became involved in so
cial issues and joined the women's suffrage
movement, eventually serving as president of the
Susan B. Anthony Club of Cincinnati. Siewers
also worked tirelessly for educational reform and
became the first woman elected to the Cincinnati
Board of Education. She was an active member of

the Women's Christian Temperance League,
which promoted abstinence from alcohol and to
bacco. She continued her medical practice in
Newport until 1916, when she moved to Massil
lon, Ohio. She died there of Bright's Disease (a
kidney disorder), at age 71. After she was cremated,
her ashes were buried in a family plot at Spring
Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati.
Goss, Charles Frederick, ed. Cincinnati: The Queen

City, 1788–1912. 4 vols. Chicago: S. J. Clarke,
1912.

Reis, Jim. "Doctor Didn't Limit Crusades to Women,”
KP, June 11, 1984, 8K.
Rootsweb. "Sarah M. Siewers." www.rootsweb.com

(accessed April 25, 2006).

Home (see Children's Home of Northern Ken

tucky), gave time and money to the new Union
Methodist Episcopal Church (see First United
Methodist Church), and was a director of High
land Cemetery in Fort Mitchell (1879–1895). A
Highland Cemetery brochure lists Shutt with 25

SILVERGROVE. Silver Grove in eastern Camp
bell Co. lies along the Ohio River where Ky. Rt. 8
(Mary Ingles Highway) and Ky. Rt. 547 (Four
Mile Pk) intersect. Melbourne is to the east along

other men and 1 woman (Una Merkel) as distin

the south. Silver Grove, incorporated as a sixth
class city in 1948, was an active community early
in the 20th century. The Four Mile Creek, a major
watershed of central Campbell Co., lies to the

Ferber novel of the same name, the Jerome Kern

guished persons interred there. Shutt was en

and Oscar Hammerstein epic musical Show
Boat opened at the Ziegfeld Theater in New York

with his own life-size statue on top.

tombed alone in 1895 in a $40,000 mausoleum,

the river, and Alexandria is located seven miles to

SILVER GROVE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

west of Silver Grove and empties into the Ohio
River.

The first owner of the land that comprises the
city was Hugh Mercer, who was born in 1720 in
Aberdeen, Scotland. For his service as an officer in

the French and Indian War, he was granted
5,000 acres along the Ohio River; he later served
also in the Revolutionary War. Mercer died in
New Jersey in 1776, and no one from his family is

bought them from local builders. This was the first
town in Kentucky in which every home had run
ning water, electricity, and a furnace. Water and
electricity were subsidized by the C&O Railroad
Company and cost only one dollar a month. Fire
plugs were installed and a volunteer fire company
was established. Although heavily influenced by
the railroad, Silver Grove became an independent
entity in 1951. The railroad, however, was instru

known to have set foot in the Silver Grove area. In

mental in the formation of the Silver Grove Pub

1817 the Mercer heirs sold the land in Silver Grove

lic Schools, and the high school maintains its
nickname of "the big trains."
Semipro baseball was a popular Sunday after
noon activity in many localities after World War
I, and Silver Grove had a fine field for playing it.
With grandstands under a roof and surrounded by
an eight-foot-high wooden fence faced with large
advertising signs, this was considered one of the
best fields in the region. All of the semipro baseball
facility was lost in the 1937 flood. Thereafter, the
field was converted into a baseball field for the high

to Gen. James Taylor Jr. On the 1883 Lake
County Atlas for Campbell Co., the area is shown
as being in the Hayfield Precinct, with 35 struc
tures stretching from Four Mile Creek to Ten Mile
Creek.
Silver Grove takes its name from the second

of two parks in the area. The first, Phoenix Grove
Resort, was developed during the late 19th cen
tury to provide a destination for train and steam
boat day excursions from Cincinnati and New
port. The location was along the Ohio River
across from today's intersection of Ky. Rts. 1998
and 8. Popular for only a few years, the park was
closed and became the site of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers Dam No. 36 in 1920. Silver
Grove Park opened in June 1890, on a site that is
now a baseball field (bounded by Ash, Second,
and Oak Sts. and the backs of houses facing Ky.
Rt. 8). The silver maple trees there gave rise to its
name. More than just a public picnic ground, the
park included beer stands, a lunch house, a club
house, a dancehall, an electric light plant, a boiler,
and a engine house, surrounded by a fence. The
Silver Grove Park existed for only one year before
the county sheriff closed it for a debt of $12,000
that was owed.

In the 1880s, the C&O Railroad purchased
land in Silver Grove; it was along the Ohio River, 13
miles upstream from Cincinnati. Tracks were laid
in the late 1880s, and by 1912 the railroad had built
a new million-dollar facility on the site. The rail
yard was named for George W. Stevens, president
of the C&O Railroad from 1899 to 1920. The yard
expedited freight (fruits, vegetables, and phos

phates), eastbound passenger services, and coal
cars returning to the coalfields. During Stevens's
tenure as president of the railroad, a rail hump was
built to sort cars for eastbound trains onto the

proper tracks. An arc-shaped row of thirteen re
pair and maintenance shops was arranged around
an electrically driven turntable 85 feet in diameter.
A 100-room hotel operated by the YMCA served
trainmen and other employees. Taylor Park,
named for a C&O railroad superintendent, was
completed in 1912; across from the fire station that
had been built was another park that remained
open until 1940.
After its rail yard was established in 1912, the
company established the Silver Grove Land and
Building Company. Because there were only a few
houses in the area, the C&O Railroad Company
purchased land along Ky. Rt. 8 to provide 400 lots
for the building of employee housing. Employees
purchased their land and either built homes or

school. Horse and mule races were once held at the

Newport Fairgrounds and Driving Association
Racetrack along Ky. Rt. 8. Later these grounds were
used as an airfield for flying lessons. After the
grounds were donated to the Campbell Co. Fiscal
Court by Ed Morscher in 1974 and designated for
recreational use, this site became Morscher Field,

a well-used public playground.
Over the years, there have been several
churches in Silver Grove, like almost everything
in town, they have suffered devastation from oc
casional floods. Not one structure in Silver Grove

was spared when floodwaters of the Ohio River
rose and spilled over into the town in January
1937. Reaching a crest of 80 feet, well above flood
stage, the murky, swift-flowing water filled base
ments and first floors, turning some of the homes
over on their sides. A few houses on higher foun
dations could accommodate the people who es
caped in rowboats. It was necessary to boil all the
water, and the Red Cross immunized everyone in
town with typhoid shots. Most residents joined in
the cleanup and only a few families left or sold
their houses. The foul-smelling ruins were cleaned
up and, by Easter, things had basically returned to
normal. Another serious flood in town occurred

in March 1997, when heavy rains raised the level
of nearby Four Mile Creek. The city was cut off on
all sides and its 700 residents had to seek refuge
elsewhere while National Guardsmen protected
the area.
The town firehouse on Four Mile Pk. was

erected in 1964 and has two fire engines, an EMS
crew, an ambulance, and a fire-and-rescue boat for

use on the Ohio River. The city also has a full-time
police chief. The city building is located at W. Third
and Oak Sts. Mail deliveries were first made by
boat from Newport to the Hayfield District (Silver
Grove area) in 1845. The present-day service is by
truck to the post office building (built in 1969) on
Four Mile Pk., where residents go to pick up their
mail.

After the C&O Railroad left the Stevens yard in
1981, the city annexed 504 unincorporated acres
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along three miles of the riverfront to the east. The
greatest change came to this small city in 1999
when the French-owned Lafarge Gypsum Com
pany began to construct its $90 million plant on
the site of the former Stevens Rail Yard. The half.

mile-long green-and-white building uses calcium
sulfate from the nearby Cinergy Zimmer electric
plant in Moscow, Ohio, to make drywall materials.
It is the largest single-assembly-line facility in the
United States. The plant produces 900 million
square feet of drywall annually. In 2000, the U.S.
Census reported the population of Silver Grove as
1,215.

Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,
Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
Betty Maddox Daniels
SILVER GROVE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. The

Silver Grove school system began in about 1911,
when the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad
founded the city of Silver Grove and built the Ste
vens Rail Yard along its tracks there, adjacent to
the Ohio River in southeastern Campbell Co. At
first, classes were held in a house donated by the
railroad, since this fifth-class city began as a
company-owned town. Later, classes were moved
into a two-and-a-half-story brick building near
the intersection of River Rd. (Ky. Rt. 8) and Four
Mile Rd. Some 125 students attended that original
school. On January 24, 1924, the school building
was damaged by fire on the same day a school
house in nearby Dayton also burned. In 1927
plans were drawn for a new 10-room school build
ing, costing $65,000, that could house both high
school and elementary students. The new school
was dedicated on September 21, 1929. Just as the
town of Silver Grove has been inconvenienced by
Ohio River floods, so has the school district. In

the flood of 1937, the records of the school sys
tem were lost. In 1959 an elementary school addi
tion was completed; a middle school addition was
finished in 1969, and a high school addition in
1979. The 1929 building was torn down in 1986.

Today the school district has preschool through
grade 12 in the same building, which is located
along Four Mile Rd. For many years the railroad
contributed extensively toward the expenses of
the school, but the railroad has been gone now for
more than 20 years. Silver Grove currently has a
population of 1,000; in 2003 the school district,
the second-smallest independent school system in
Campbell Co. and one of the smallest in the state,
had 262 students. The system has changed to an
all-year schedule, with three school breaks during
the academic year. It has started an innovative
recreation program and an on-site student health
clinic. It competes on the junior high school and
high school levels in men's and women's basket
ball; men's baseball, golf, and cross country; and
women's softball, volleyball, and cross country.
There have never been enough students to field a
football team. The school's teams are called the

Big Trains, reflecting the era when the town was
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SIMMONS, ROBERT C. “BERT"

owned and run by the railroad. The Silver Grove
school system struggles for funding, as most of the
public school districts in the state do, but the dis
economies of scale inherent in Sliver Grove's small

numbers make its future survival questionable.
The town has a major employer, Lafarge North
America, whose dry-wall-production facility in
Silver Grove is the world's largest, but the French
owned firm, unlike the C&O Railroad, has never

been involved in the operation of the town's public
school system.

to attend high school. A 1935 state review of Ken
ton Co. schools produced a plan to replace the
county system's inadequate Independence High
School, Piner High School, and Crescent
Springs High School buildings with two new
high schools, one for each of the northern and
southern portions of Kenton Co. Partial funding
for the schools came from the Works Progress Ad
ministration, a New Deal federal agency. For the
proposed southern high school, the Kenton Co.
School Board acquired 28.5 acres along the west

SIMMONS, ROBERTC. “BERT" (b. August 7,
1867, Covington, Ky; d. June 4, 1953, Park Hills,
Ky). Lawyer and politician Robert C. Simmons
was the son of Robert and Delia Schofield Sim

mons. He grew up in Covington and became a
lawyer, with offices in the First National Bank
building in Covington at Sixth St. and Madison
Ave. (see First National Bank and Trust Com

$176,000, included 18 classrooms, a cafeteria, a

gymnasium, and an Art Deco facade. Reuben C.
Hinsdale served as the school's first principal,
continuing until he was appointed Kenton Co.
schools superintendent in 1960. Students chose

Fort Mitchell.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 12823, for the year
1953.

“Robert C. Simmons Dies at Age of 85,” KP, June 5,
1953, 1.

“Robert C. Simmons Dies; Dean of Kenton Lawyers,"
KTS, June 5, 1953, 1.

and violent second blast that ruined more than

Pioneers for the name of their athletic teams. The

four-phase $21 million renovation and expansion
that began in 2001 produced a substantially new,
state-of-the-art building but preserved the facade
of the original 1937 structure. The first three phases
of the renovation, , which were completed by 2005,
gave Simon Kenton High School a new media cen
ter, expanded science and computer labs, an audi
torium with stadium seating, an expansive library,
a modern climate-control system, and expanded
athletic and dining facilities. Phase four construc
tion, including a new softball field, began in 2007.
The 1980–1981 academic year may be Simon
Kenton High School's most memorable. On Octo
ber 9, 1980, an explosion (see Simon Kenton
High School Explosion) caused by a boiler-room
gas leak ripped through the high school's newly
constructed north wing, claiming the life of junior
Robert Williams II and injuring several other stu
dents. The blast resulted in damages totaling $1.5
million and closed the school for a year, forcing Si

his home at 1300 Amsterdam Rd., Park Hills. Me

apart the Simon Kenton High School in Inde

explosion, in the boiler room adjacent to an art
room, blew out a concrete wallandfatally injured a
talented 16-year-old art student, Robert Williams.
Because personnel were unable to locate the valve
to turn off the natural gas, aspark ignited the built
up gas in the school, resulting in a more extensive

nasium, music, and industrial arts facilities. A

morial services were held at the Trinity Episcopal
Church, and burial was in Highland Cemetery in

SION. On October 9, 1980, two explosions ripped

ments, hurried to the scene of the disaster. The first

Alma Lawton in December 1926; there were no

Hunt Foundation in Covington for the first 16
years of its existence. Simmons was a lifelong
member of Covington's Trinity Episcopal
Church, where he sang in the choir for 30 years.
After a long illness, he died of anemia at age 85, in

SIMON KENTON HIGH SCHOOLEXPLO

Howard McClorey's design for Simon Kenton
High School, constructed at a cost of about

children from the marriage. Simmons was a char
ter member of the Covington Elks Club (see Civic
Associations) and the University Club in Cincin
nati. He was also board chairman of the Baker

Greg Perkins

from frontiersman Simon Kenton. Architect

ney from 1894 to 1902. He then served in the Ken
tucky legislature, four years in the House of
Representatives and eight in the Senate. Simmons
played a prominent role in the development of Park
Hills, where he lived for many years. He married

tions. He also held the office of Kenton Co. attor

KP, July 24, 2003, 1K.

dependence. The name for the new school came

opening of Simon Kenton and Dixie Heights High
Schools contributed to a nearly 50 percent in
crease in secondary enrollment within the Kenton
Co. school system.
Simon Kenton High School's campus has un
dergone many changes over the years. Additional
classrooms, a new library, and a new cafeteria were
constructed during the 1950s and 1960s. A 1980
renovation resulted in expanded classroom, gym

pany of Covington). He served as a president of
both the Kentucky and the Kenton Co. barassocia

tion Winds Down, Schools Rush to Opening Day,"

pendence, Ky. Aside from the Beverly Hills Sup
per Club fire of 1977, no event drew greater emer
gency response in Northern Kentucky's history.
Every Kenton Co. fire and police department, and
nearly all the Boone Co. fire and police depart

side of Madison Pike about one mile south of In

Reis, Jim, “Two Cities, Two Fires on the Same Frozen
Day in 1924, KP, November 6, 2000, 4K.

"Tight Deadlines to Meet—As Summer of Construc

half of the school building and injured 36 others,
mostly firemen. While repairs were being made,
the Kenton Co. School Board sent the entire stu

dent body of Simon Kenton High School to night
school at the nearby Scott High School. After three
months, the students returned to their repaired
building. In a remarkable irony, the Simon Kenton
Pioneer varsity boys' basketball team, despite not
having a home gym for three months, later that
season won the 1981 state championship. Led by
head coach Larry Miller and assistant coaches
Dave Schadler and Bill Pelfrey Jr., players Dave
Dixon, Sean Dougherty, Troy McKinley, Dave

Medley, Billy Meier, Alan Mullins, and Greg Pon
zer accomplished what no Northern Kentucky
team in 93 years of the state tournament had
achieved. In 2006 Eric Deters, married to Mary
Zimmerer, a cheerleader from the team, published
a book called Pioneer Spirit about the explosion
and the championship team.
Deters, Eric. Pioneer Sprit. One High School's Rise

from Tragedy to Glory. Morley, Mo.: Acclaim Press,
2006.

“Simon Kenton Closed," KE, October 11, 1980, A2.

“Student Killed, 33 Injured in Blast—Explosions Rock
Simon Kenton," KE, October 10, 1980, A1.
Eric Deters

SHMON KENTON MEMORIAL BRIDGE.

championship in 1981; it was the 9th Region's only
state tournament title up to that date.

For 138 years, ferries plied the waters of the Ohio
River between Maysville, Ky., and Aberdeen, Ohio.
Then, on the day before Thanksgiving, November
25, 1931, the two cities were linked by the Simon
Kenton Memorial Bridge, commonly called the
Maysville-Aberdeen Bridge. On that cold day, local

Co. Before the establishment of Simon Kenton

The current principal at Simon Kenton High

school classes were dismissed for the event, and the

High School and Dixie Heights High School,
in Edgewood (also in 1937), the high schools of
Kenton Co. had drawn unfavorable comparisons
with more modern high school facilities in Cov
ington and with the independent-district Beech
wood High School in S. Fort Mitchell (Fort Mitch
ell). Indeed, in those years dissatisfied Kenton Co.

School is Rick Culross. Enrollment is approxi
mately 1,430.

bands of four high schools and the University of
Kentucky gathered at the newly completed silver

SIMON KENTON HIGH SCHOOL. The fall

1937 opening of Simon Kenton High School, lo
cated at 11132 Madison Pike (Ky. Rt. 17) in Inde
pendence, represented progress in the develop
ment of public secondary education in Kenton

residents often sent their children out-of-district

mon Kenton students to attend classes in the eve

ning at Scott High School in Taylor Mill. Never
theless, the men's basketball team won the state

Caywood, James A. “A Brief Sketch of the Develop
ment of the Kenton County School System," an ad
dress delivered to the Filson Society, January 14,
1958, Louisville, Ky.

“Simon Kenton's Sweet Memory," KP, November 29,
2005, 7K.

painted suspension bridge. The ceremonyattracted
a crowd of more than 15,000. Maysville had com
peted with Augusta as the site for the bridge. Even
though the new span was a toll bridge, no tolls
were collected for the first three days after open
ing. The new bridge was reported to be a proto

SIMRALL, CHARLES B.

type of San Francisco's Golden Gate Bridge. The
Dravo Company of Pittsburgh poured the bridge's
substructure, and the J. A. Roebling Bridge Com
pany completed the superstructure (see John A.
Roebling; John A. Roebling Bridge). The
world-renowned bridge-building company of
Modjeski & Masters of Harrisburg, Pa., was re
tained as the design-engineering firm and con
struction supervisor for the project. The Modjeski
firm later built another bridge in Northern Ken
tucky, the I-75 Brent Spence Bridge at Covington,
completed in the early 1960s. Including its ap
proaches, the bridge between Maysville and Ab
erdeen spans 3,163 feet, and its deck is about 100
feet above the river at pool stage. The total cost for
the bridge was $1.6 million, which included a one
time $50,000 buy-out of the former Maysville
Ferry. The new bridge connected the Mary Ingles
Highway with the old Atlantic and Pacific High
way, U.S. 52, in Ohio.
The economic environment in Maysville
changed for the better after the opening of the
bridge. The much easier access to Maysville's down
town district brought more shoppers from Brown
and Adams counties in Ohio. The Hayswood
Hospital gained patients from those same areas,
and Ohio tobacco farmers, hauling truckloads of
their crops, used Maysville markets more often.
Travelers en route from Lexington, Ky., to Colum
bus, Ohio, had a new route, no longer needing to di
vert west to Newport or east to Portsmouth, Ohio,
for a quick crossing of the Ohio. Often those people
stopped, shopped, dined, and sometimes stayed in
Maysville. The Simon Kenton Bridge, named for
Simon Kenton, the pioneer frontiersman so in
strumental in the settlement of the Maysville area,
was an overnight shot in the arm for Maysville's

than 75 years. It is one of only about 10 Roebling
type suspension bridges remaining in the United
States.

Comer, Martha, “Bridge's Birthday Is Nov. 25.”
Maysville Ledger Independent, October 30, 1991,
n.p.

Dunbar, Lisa. “Repair Time for Bridge Shortened."
Maysville Ledger Independent, October 9, 2002,
Al-A2.

"Maysville Schools Closed," Maysville Daily Inde
pendent, November 25, 1931, 1.
Pheifer, Julie. “Bridge Opened 60 Years Ago,"
Maysville Ledger Independent, November 25,
1991, n.p.

Reis, Jim. “Maysville's Bridge to Ohio Twice Cause for
Celebration," KP, July 28, 1997,4K.

Simon Kenton Bridge Vertical File, Mason Co. Mu
seum, Maysville, Ky.

he married Jo Ann Hill of Cincinnati.

During the cold war, the bridge was painted
green to blend in with the vegetation and water
below, making it less visible to a possible bombing
attack. During the early 1990s, the bridge struc
ture was lighted with four 1,000-watt floodlights
and 140 other strategically placed hanging lights,
presenting a dramatic scene at night along
Maysville's riverfront. In January 2001 the Simon
Kenton Bridge was bypassed somewhat with the
opening of the William H. Harsha Bridge a few
miles downstream. That allowed for the Simon

Kenton Bridge to close for a few months twice,

Garrard St.

In 1971 Simpson ran successfully for the Cov
ington city commission. He served the full two
year term and later completed an unexpired term
of Nyoka Johnston on the commission in 1991.
Simpson served on the Kenton Co. Airport Board
for eight years and in 1978 was elected its chair
man; he also served on the boards of the People's
Liberty Bank; the Booth Memorial Hospital,
Covington; the St. Elizabeth Hospital, Covington

Eileen Wendt; he continues to serve in the Ken

Fisher, John C. K. “Dignified Leader Laid to Rest;
James Simpson, Jr. Called a True Friend," KP.
February 23, 1999,2K.
— "Simpson Is Nominated for Rights Hall of
Fame,” KP, June 28, 2001, 3K.

“Kentucky Deaths,” KP February 20, 1999, 13A.
Reis, jim. “Funeral Directors Assumed Civic Roles,”

KP February 2, 1987,4K.
"Simpson Wins at Wire, Covington Vote Close,”
KE, November 3, 1971, 1A.

tucky legislature. Simpson lives in Covington with
his family.

Theodore H. H. Harris

Collins, Michael. “City Manager Leaving," KP Octo

SIMRALL, CHARLES B. (b. 1843, Madison,

ber 30, 1989, 1K–2K.

— "Covington Picks Simpson to Be Manager,"
KP October 15, 1986, K–2K.

Fischer, John C. K. “Simpson Victory Decisive,” KP
November 9, 1994, 7K.

Hicks, Jack. “Simpson Elected in 65th,” KP, January
12, 1994, l K–2K.

repairs; the reduced traffic into Maysville and the

resulting decline in business during those closings

ber 13, 1993, 1K–2K,

demonstrated how important the bridge remains
in the economic life of the city's downtown. The
Harsha Bridge, in the meantime, has taken much
of the heavy truck traffic out of downtown. Now
on the National Register of Historic Places, the
bridge is open again, having been in place for more

neral Home in Covington (see Funeral Homes).
In 1961, following the retirement of Jones, Simp
son took over the operation of the funeral home
and became part owner of the business; the firm's
name changed to Jones & Simpson Funeral Home.
In 1972 the City of Covington acquired the fu
neral home's property at 633-635 Scott St., and

Kenton Co. Tuberculosis Sanatorium. Simpson
was the father of Arnold R. Simpson, a Coving
ton city manager and a Kentucky state representa
tive. James Simpson Jr. died February 18, 1999, and
was buried in Highland Cemetery, Fort Mitchell.
In June 2001 Simpson was nominated for the Ken
tucky Civil Rights Hall of Fame.

!"Simpson Likely Candidate to Fill Vacated Seat
in General Assembly," KP, November 25, 1993, 1K.
. “Simpson to Run for State House,” KP, Decem

once in 2002 and once in 2003, for much-needed

for Anna Jones, the owner of the C. E. Jones Fu

manager of Covington, after serving as the assis

election, in which his opponent was Republican

buses, $0.55–$2.00 for trucks, $0.50–$0.80 for

Simpson. He was educated in public schools in
Covington and then joined the U.S. Army in 1947.
Following his tour of duty in the army, he entered
the Cincinnati College of Mortuary Science, grad
uating in 1951. In 1952 Simpson began working

(see St. Elizabeth Medical Center); and the

tively narrow lanes became dangerous at times.

nal tolls were $0.05–$0.60 for cars, $0.85–$1.50 for

mission, was the son of James and Zetta West

In October 1986, Simpson was appointed city

animal-drawn vehicles, and $0.05 for pedestrians.
As traffic increased over the years, the rela

Although the bridge began as a toll bridge, no
tolls were charged after October 1, 1945. The origi

SIMPSON, JAMES, JR., “JIM” (b. July 24,
1928, Somerset, Ky.; d. February 18, 1999, Coving
ton, Ky). Jim Simpson, the first African American
to be elected and serve on the Covington city com

the business moved to its current location at 1129

SIMPSON, ARNOLD R. (b. April 26, 1952,
Somerset, Ky). Arnold Ray Simpson is the first Af.
rican American to serve as Covington's city man
ager and the first of his race to be elected a state
representative in Kentucky's 65th district. The son
of funeral directors James and Zona Pennington
Simpson, he was educated in the public schools of
Covington and attended Kentucky State Univer
sity in Frankfort and the University of Kentucky
College of Law in Lexington. On October 10, 1981,

tant city manager since 1980. He was picked for the
top job following city manager Donald Eppley's
resignation. In November 1989 Simpson resigned
from the city manager position. In November 1993
Marty Sheehan, having been elected a Kenton Co.
district court judge, resigned as the Kentucky 65th
District state representative, and the Kenton Co.
Democratic Party selected Simpson as its candi
date to compete in a special election. Simpson de
feated Republican Jerry Hatfield in that January
1994 election. The following May, Simpson ran in
the Democratic primary against James Redwine
and won both the May primary and the November

economy.
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"Simpson Wins Right to Try and Keep Seat,"
KP May 25, 1994,5K.

"Redwine Challenges Simpson Again for Party's
Nod," KP, May 20, 1994,5K.
"Stage Set for Fall,” KP May 25, 1994, IK.

Ind; d. September 22, 1901, Crittenden, Ky.) At
torney Charles Barrington Simrall was the son of
John W. G. Simrall and the former Mary Bartow.
Charles's early education was in the public schools
of Covington, and later he studied in Württem
berg, Germany, and at Miami University in Ox
ford, Ohio. He studied law under Covington at
torney William Pryor and earned his law degree in
1865 from the Cincinnati Law School. He married

Belle Pierce, and the couple had six daughters.
Charles Simrall and his family lived on Wallace
Ave. in Covington, but Simrall kept his law office
in Cincinnati. He served for 15 years as the general
counsel for the Cincinnati Southern Railroad

and the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad. He
Theodore H. H. Harris

also served as counsel for the local Green Line
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SISTERS OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE

(Transit) Company. He was a member of the First
Presbyterian Church of Covington (see Commu
nity of Faith Presbyterian Church). After a
lengthy bout with cancer, Simrall died of pneumo
nia at age 58 at his summer home in Crittenden
and was buried in the Highland Cemetery in Fort
Mitchell.

“C. B. Simrall Laid to Rest," KP, September 25, 1901,8.

“C.B. Simrall Passes Away" KP September 23, 1901, 1.
“Funeral of Charles B. Simrall,” KP September 24,
1901, 3.

SISTERS OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE. The

Sisters of Divine Providence in Covington have
their origin in 16th-century France. In 1792 Jean
Martin Moye founded the Roman Catholic order
(sisters) of the Congregation of Divine Providence

In 1909 Peter O’Shaughnessy, a wealthy
resident of Newport, assisted the sisters in the ac
quisition of a large piece of property near Mel
bourne, in Campbell Co. On this site the sisters
built their current motherhouse, St. Anne Con

vent, which they occupied in 1919. It also became
the headquarters of the American province of the
CDP. The picturesque setting at St. Anne Convent
was depicted in some of the scenes in the 1988
movie Rainman, Sr. Celeste Marie O'Shaughnessy,
daughter of Peter, was elected provincial supe
rior in 1937. On the same property in 1957 the
sisters built the Holy Family Home for use as a
residential care facility for their elderly sisters
and opened the Moye Spiritual Life Center (a re
treat house) in 1980. In December 2004 Thomas

More College named as its 13th president a

(CDP) in France. The sisters under his direction

member of the Sisters of Divine Providence, Sr.

had a special concern for teaching poor children in
the Alsace-Lorraine region, where their order be
gan. When this area came under the control of
Germany in 1871, following the Franco-Prussian

Margaret Stallmeyer.

de-Bassel found it difficult to carry on their teach
ing ministry. In 1889 the Superior General of the
congregation, Mother Anna, contacted Covington
bishop Camillus P. Maes, himself a native of Bel
gium, about the possibility of establishing a branch

After the Second Vatican Council of the early
1960s, the sisters underwent a process of change,
which they called “Corporate Renewal," that al
lowed them to maintain their traditional identity
while meeting the new exigencies of the times.
They continued their focus of education, though
with an added emphasis on serving the poor. Some
sisters entered forms of ministry in which the con
gregation had not been engaged in the past. Today

of the Sisters of Divine Providence in the United

the Sisters of Divine Providence face the same dif

States. Bishop Maes was happy to invite the sisters
to come to the Diocese of Covington (see Roman

ficulties that many religious orders do: a shortage
of professed novices to carry out all the obligations
the sisters once had, and an aging congregation.
But the sisters remain active in many ministries in
their American province and even participate in
ministry in other countries that are missions of
their international congregation based in France,

War, the Sisters of Divine Providence of St. Jean

Catholics).
A small number of sisters came to Northern

Kentucky in August 1889 and stayed briefly with
the Sisters of the Poor of St. Francis at St. Elizabeth

Hospital in Covington (see St. Elizabeth Medi
cal Center). In October Bishop Maes offered them
the Jones mansion (see Thomas Laurens Jones),

located on a hill in Newport. That house, which
they called Mount St. Martin, was the mother
house of the Sisters of Divine Providence for many
years. The sisters opened their first school, Mount
St. Martin Academy, in the same building. This
location became the center of the first American

known as the Sisters of Divine Providence of St.

Jean-de-Bassel.

Congregation of Divine Providence. 1889–1989. One
Hundred Years. Melbourne, Ky. Congregation of
Divine Providence, 1989.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky. Diocese of Covington,
1954.

province of the congregation, who were incorpo
rated in the state of Kentucky as the Sisters of Di
vine Providence of Kentucky. The sisters also
served as teachers in many parish schools in the

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

diocese as well as in other states that were included

Thomas S. Ward

in their province.
By 1900 Mount St. Martin Academy was too
small for its enrollment, so in 1903 the congrega

Notre Dame serve the Roman Catholics of the

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky. The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.

SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME. The Sisters of

tion built a new school on Sixth St. in the east end

Diocese of Covington, primarily in teaching and

of Newport. The Academy Notre Dame of Provi
dence, which later became Our Lady of Provi
dence Academy, opened in 1908 as a secondary
school for girls. The sisters also opened St. Camil
lus Academy in Corbin, Ky., in 1915. A Catholic
institution in the mountains of Eastern Kentucky
was unusual, since the area was largely Protes
tant. But by their manner and success as teachers,
the sisters overcame the prejudice many of the lo
cal population felt toward Catholics. The sisters
went on to open more schools and hospitals in the

medical roles. The order was founded in Namur,

mountains.

the United States in 1874. At the request of Richard
Gilmour, the bishop of Cleveland, Ohio, the sisters
established in that city the motherhouse of what
became the first American province of the Sisters
of Notre Dame. Bishop Augustus Maria Toebbe of
Covington had a sister in that congregation. Al
though he did not know whether his sister was
among them, Toebbe invited some of the sisters in
Cleveland to come to Covington in 1874. The bish
op's sister, Mary Modesta, did not arrive in Cov
ington untilayear later.
The Sisters of Notre Dame constructed the first

wing of their academy and convent on Fifth St. in
Covington in 1876. They also took charge of the
Mother of God School in Covington. Over the
next several years, thesisters expanded their teach
ing ministry to parochial schools in Alexandria,
Augusta, Bellevue, Carrollton, and Newport. They
took over operation of St. Joseph Orphans Asylum
in Cold Spring from the Franciscan Brothers of
Cincinnati in 1877. The congregation in the Cov
ington Diocese continued to grow into the 20th
century until it had 17 houses and about 700
sisters.

The Sisters of Notre Dame in Covington
achieved a milestone in 1924 when Covington be
came the seat of a separate province of the congre
gation. It was established as the Immaculate Heart
of Mary Province, with Mother Mary Angela
Meiners as its first provincial superior. In 1926 the
sisters began work on a new provincial mother
house and convent, on property they had acquired
earlier, located on Dixie Highway in Park Hills.
Bishop Francis W. Howard dedicated the order's
new property, known as St. Joseph Heights, on No
vember 13, 1927. In 1963 the sisters built the new

Notre Dame Academy for girls on the same
property behind St. Joseph Heights. In 1961 the
sisters took charge of the new Diocesan Catholic
Children's Home, created from the merger of the
St. Joseph and St. John orphanages. The Sisters of
Notre Dame engaged in health care as well as
teaching. They opened St. Charles Care Center
in 1960, as well as two hospital facilities in the
mountains of Kentucky (Notre Dame Hospital in
Lynch and St. Claire Medical Center in Morehead).
In 1986 the Covington province was given a singu
lar honor when its provincial superior, Sr. Mary
Joell Overman, was elected superior general of the
congregation worldwide, a position she held until
1998.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Belgium, by St. Julie Billiart during the early 19th
century. Sisters M. Aloysia Wolbring and Ignatia
Kuhlingjoined the community of sisters in Amers
foort, Holland, in 1850, though they actually took
up the religious habit in Coesfeld, Germany, a city
in which they had been teaching poor children. In
1855 they started at Coesfeld an offshoot of the
congregation as they separated from their mother
house in Amersfoort. While the anti-Catholic Kul

Sisters of Notre Dame. “Legacy: Mission for Life and
Love: 75th Anniversary of the Immaculate Heart
of Mary Province," Messenger, March 24, 2000,
supplement.
. The Sisters of Notre Dame: A Celebration of

Life. Strasbourg, France: Éditions du Signe, n.d.
Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.

turkampf was raging in Germany, Sr. Aloysia
joined a group of seven sisters who immigrated to

Thomas S. Ward

SKATING RINKS

SISTERS OF ST. BENEDICT. On June 3, 1859,
three sisters at the Benedictine convent in Erie,
Pa., answered the call of the first American Bene

dictine abbot, Boniface Wimmer, O.S.B., to staff

the St. Joseph Girls' School in Covington. On Au
gust 2, 1859, Mother Alexia Lechner, O.S.B.,
founding prioress, arrived in Covington to estab
lish St. Walburg Monastery. For monastic women,
prayer is primary; ministry follows. Nevertheless,
the community of sisters taught, built the four
story St. Walburg Monastery and a boarding
school (St. Walburg Academy, 1863–1931), and

they opened a Montessori school; withdrew the
order from its hospital work; established a Bene
dictine associate program; helped VMA become
coeducational; added lay persons to the boards
of VMA and Madonna Manor; renovated the
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composed (which had to be approved later by
Rome), some sisters, including Sister Ellen Cur
ran, were concerned that too many of the tradi
tions of the past had been abandoned, things that
were essential to the nature of religious life. She
first petitioned the leadership of the Sisters of
Charity of Nazareth to allow her and a group of

as they gained in numbers, the bishop asked them
to assume care of the St. John Orphanage in
present-day Fort Mitchell (see Diocesan Catho

monastery building, including the chapel and
the infirmary; and established the Social Needs
Fund to help organizations serving in the areas
of health, hunger, housing, and education. The
community of sisters has supported the VMA
Capital Campaign to renovate the school and to
build a new sports complex. A new ministry
called the Center of Spirituality offers programs
for those who seek to strengthen their relation
ship with God.
Today, St. Walburg has 77 finally professed

lic Children's Home) and other schools in addi

members, one member in first vows, and 51 cove

tion. From the Covington monastery, which was
on 12th St. in Covington, three other monasteries

nanted associate members. Monastery sisters serve
in four dioceses: the Archdiocese of Cincinnati

practices in a separate house, though they would
still belong to the community. When no mutually
satisfactory arrangement could be found, Bishop
Richard H. Ackerman of Covington, who agreed
with Sr. Ellen's assessment of the changes to reli
gious life, offered to assist her in founding a new
community of sisters that would no longer be
part of the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth. With
Ackerman's assistance, permission was finally
obtained from the Sacred Congregation for Reli
gious and Secular Institutes at the Vatican in 1974

were established, in Ferdinand, Ind. (1867),

and the dioceses of Covington and Lexington, Ky.,

to establish a new order of sisters that would be a

Covington, La. (1873–1987), and Cullman, Ala.

and Pueblo, Colo.

diocesan congregation under the direction of the
bishop of Covington.
At the suggestion of Ackerman, the group of
sisters took the name Sisters of St. Joseph the
Worker and elected Sr. Ellen as their first superior
in 1974. They adopted a more traditional way of
life, including religious garb. After living in tem
porary quarters, the sisters found a permanent
home in Walton, where they built St. William Con

carried out the work of a small farm. Over time,

(1902).
“New Convent for Benedictines at Villa Madonna Be

Mother Walburga Saelinger was the second
prioress (1889–1928) in Covington. She purchased
the Villa Madonna Academy (VMA) site in
1903 from the DeWitt Collin estate and established

a boarding school for girls in Villa Hills. An adja
cent 32 acres, purchased from E. S. Lee in 1932,
became home to the Benedictine novitiate in 1916

and to Villa Madonna College (1921–1929). The
college became diocesan, moved to Covington,
and in 1968 occupied a new campus in Crestview
Hills, becoming Thomas More College. Villa
Madonna remained a boarding academy through

ing Built," KP, November 13, 1936, 6.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky.; Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Schwartz, Joann R. "St. Walburg Monastery, Coving
ton, Kentucky, 1859–1899,” master's thesis, Xavier
Univ., 2005.

Wolking, Teresa, O.S.B., and Joann Schwartz. “The
Story of Villa Madonna Academy and the Benedic
Teresa Wolking
SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER.

The convent's third prioress, artist Mother
Margaret Hugenberg (1928–1931), beautified the
site of the Villa Madonna Academy and laid out a
sisters' cemetery. Before that, sisters had been bur
ied at Mother of God Cemetery, Covington.
German-born Mother Lioba Holz, the fourth pri
oress (1931–1943), erected a monastery on the site,

The Sisters of St. Joseph the Worker were founded
in the Diocese of Covington. The Second Vatican

plea of Covington's bishop to begin hospital work
in Appalachia. The fifth prioress, Mother Domi
tilla Thuener (1943–1955), insisted that every
teaching sister have a degree and that the commu
nity join the Federation of St. Scholastica. The con
vent's sixth prioress, Mother Hilda Obermeier
(1955–1961), recognized the need for a new Villa
Madonna High School building (1958) and pub
lished a centennial pictorial, The Challenge. The
community was at its highest membership, 266 sis
ters, at that time. The seventh prioress, Mother
Benedict Bunning (1961–1970), began the local
Madonna Manor Nursing Home and Senior Citi
zen Village, razed the original convent on 12th St.
in Covington, and conducted a renewal program
in 1969 to follow the teachings of the Second Vati
can Council.

Sisters Ruth Yost (1971–1978), Justina Franx

man (1978–1986), Mary Catherine Wenstrup
(1986–1998), and Rita Brink (1998–present) have
served as prioresses since Sister Benedict. These
four prioresses implemented several changes:

vent. In 1976 thesisters took over the closed school
of All Saints Catholic Church in Walton and

tines,” NKH 11, no. 1 (Fall—Winter 2003): 2–16.

1979. Coeducation followed.

reintroduced the Divine Office, and answered the

like-minded sisters to continue the traditional

reopened it as St. Joseph Academy. They also took
control of Taylor Manor in Versailles, a nursing
home that the sisters now operate. The Sisters of
St. Joseph the Worker remain a relatively small
congregation today.

Council of the Roman Catholic Church, held at

Curran, Mother Ellen, S.J.W. History of the Sisters of

the Vatican in four autumn sessions, 1962–1965,

St. Joseph the Worker, 1997. Available at the Ar

chives of the Diocese of Covington, Erlanger, Ky.
brought many dramatic changes to the practices
and traditions of Catholicism. Although the most
noticeable ones were changes to the liturgy, most
aspects of Catholic life were affected, including
the vowed religious life of nuns and sisters. Reli
gious orders of women went through a process of
renewal called for by the Second Vatican Council
and accordingly altered their traditions in nu
merous ways. Interior renewal and a return to the
spirit of the founders of their orders were the
main emphases. Yet, most other Catholics were
more aware of external changes, such as modify
ing or discontinuing the special clothing that dis
tinguished them as sisters and pursuing minis
tries other than teaching and nursing. But the
communities of women religious who went
through this process were far from unanimous in
their opinions about the changes that were
adopted.
The Sisters of Charity of Nazareth were a
community founded in Kentucky in 1812 with a
special emphasis on teaching in Catholic schools.
They staffed many parish schools in the Diocese
of Covington (see Roman Catholics). When
their process of renewal was completed in the late
1960s and new rules for the community were

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The Diocese of
Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Thomas S. Ward

SKATING RINKS. Northern Kentuckians ice

skated indoors from the mid-20th century on; they
had a roller-skating rink at least as early as 1886.
Ice-skating can be traced back to the Stone
Age, when early humans tied animal bones to their
feet and skated across frozen lakes and rivers.
Scandinavian tales from about A.D. 1200 tell of the

skating ability of their national heroes and their
gods. Many early Dutch people became expert
skaters and were even known to engage in military
battles on ice skates. During the Middle Ages, resi
dents in London, England, attached bones to their
feet and propelled themselves across the ice with
pointed sticks. The people of the Netherlands later
found that they could use iron blades as runners
and thereby greatly improve their skating ability.
During the late 1800s, ice-skating became quite
popularin both EuropeandNorth America. When
the first indoor ice rink was built in 1912, it led to
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the growth of figure skating, ice hockey, and speed
skating. Northern Kentucky's first indoor ice rink
was the Dixie Gardens Ice Bowl in Fort Wright,
which opened in the early 1960s and closed in the
late 1980s and was located next to the Dixie Gar

dens Drive-In Theater (see Drive-Ins). The North

ern Kentucky Ice Center opened in 1990 at the
former home of the Northern Kentucky Racket
Club, in Crescent Springs. However, much of the
ice-skating in the region continues to be done on
lakes and ponds and on parking lots that have been
flooded for the purpose. In Fort Thomas, before
the recent renovation of the mess hall at the old

fort, the tile floor was flooded during the winter,
the windows opened, and the heat turned off, al
lowing indoor ice-skating.
Ice hockey was added to the Summer Olympic
Games at Antwerp, Belgium, in 1920, and figure
skating was moved to the winter games in 1924.
During the 20th century, choreographed ice
skatingshows became a popular form of ntertain
ment throughout the world.
The first recorded use of roller skates was in a

play on the London Stage in 1743. John Joseph
Merlin invented a three-wheel in-line roller skate

in 1760, primarily to allow ice-skaters to skate
during warm weather. The first patent for roller
skates was issued to a Frenchman, Monsieur Pe

titbled, in 1819. However, those early roller skates
proved to be difficult to control. To correct the
problem, in 1863 James L. Plimpton invented a
four-wheel roller skate, which he called the quad.
His skates had rubber cushions between the plate
and the front wheels, which permitted skaters to
maneuver easily, by shifting their weight from
side to side. His innovation made it possible for
roller skaters to perform moves previously made
only by ice-skaters. In 1866 the first public roller
skating rink opened in the United States, in the
ballroom of the Atlantic House Resort Hotel in

Newport, N.J. Within a short time, improvised
roller-skating rinks began appearing in ball
rooms, town halls, and similar buildings across
the country. In later years, many portable skating
floors were also set up at events like carnivals and
county fairs.
One of the first Northern Kentucky roller
skating rinks was opened in 1886, at the old Ma
sonic Hall (see Masons) on York St., in Newport.
Shortly thereafter, another opened in the ball
room of the Independent Order of Odd Fel

Reca Roller Rink in Alexandria has been serving
Campbell Co. skaters since 1960.
In Maysville, the Princess Skatorium on E.
Second St. opened to much fanfare in 1907; later
the Americana Rink operated for many years in
the mid-1900s. In Maysville today is the Maysville
Roller Rink, at the corner of Lexington St. and the
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad; it is open on
weekends. South of town, Rudy's Roller Rink has
operated since 2001 near Lewisburg along Ky. Rt.
3071. In 1959 the Coasters skating club was formed
in Maysville at the Maysville Roller Rink, several
of its Maysville members participated that same
year in the less-than-12-hour skate run from
nearby Aberdeen to Portsmouth, Ohio, eastward
along U.S. 52.
Over the years, family-run roller-skating rinks
have appeared in most Northern Kentucky cities;
however, few survive today. Roller Derby in the
1950s and 1960s, skateboarding in the 1980s, and
the in-line skating craze of the 1990s have hurt
attendance at most indoor rinks. Large nationally
or regionally owned conglomerates have taken
over much of the industry. Those corporations of
ten operate huge, glitzy rinks that offer restaurants,
game and party rooms, exercise classes, and child
care; and small family-owned rinks cannot com
pete. Also, high admission prices, caused partly by
soaring liability insurance costs and other operat
ing expenses, have contributed to the demise of
many rinks.
The first U.S. Speed Roller Skating Champion
ships were held in 1937, at the Arena Gardens in
Detroit, Mich. Dance and figure skating champi
onships were added in 1939. Roller-skating compe

was later sold and moved to Tacoma Park, where

it continued to operate into the 1950s. A large
combination roller-skating rink and bowling al
ley, called the Roll and Bowl, opened in Florence,
Ky., during the early 1970s but closed about two
years later, when the entire building was made
into a bowling alley, the Super Bowl. Currently
the largest roller rink in Northern Kentucky is
the Fundome, located off I-75 (see Expressways)
and Ky. Rt. 18 in Florence. Jimmie's Rollerdome
has been operating in Elsmere since 1948, and

the transatlantic slave market and the domestic

buying and selling of slaves. As the Civil War
neared, in 1860 nearly 4.5 million people of Afri
can descent were working for whitelandowners for
free or for a pittance and millions more had died in
servitude.

There were counterforces. By the time Ken
tucky became a state in 1792, Vermont, Rhode Is
land, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, New York, New
Jersey, and Massachusetts had already abolished
slavery in various forms. The Northwest Territo
ries had also been declared free of institutional

slavery, making Ohio and Indiana free states as
they entered the Union in 1803 and 1816, respec
tively. And earlier, in 1795, France had declared all
slaves free both on its native soil and throughout
its colonies.

At the Kentucky Constitutional Convention
at Danville in 1792, Rev. David Rice and other

ministers fought against Article 9, which would
legalize slavery. Their efforts met with defeat,
however, and slavery was permitted within the
new commonwealth of Kentucky's boundaries.
Sixteen men voted against Article 9, including
Northern Kentuckians Miles Withers Conway
and George Lewis of Mason Co. and John Wilson
of Woodford Co. (which then covered all of

Boone, Campbell, Grant, Kenton, and Owen coun
ties). Later, by virtue of a provision in the 1799
Kentucky Constitution, slaves became perpetual
chattel, and the importation of slaves subse
quently began in earnest; 165,213 slaves had en
tered the commonwealth of Kentucky or had
been born into slavery in the state by 1830. By

tition was included in the Pan American Games in

1860 there were 225,483 slaves, 11,483 of them

1979 and in the Summer Olympics at Barcelona,
Spain, in 1992. Speed Roller Skating is scheduled
to appear for the first time in the Summer Olympic
Games in 2012.

living in Northern Kentucky.
Put into perspective, Northern Kentucky had
0.2 percent of the nation's slaves and the state of
Kentucky about 5 percent. The human misery of

The Diagram Group. Enjoy Skating Edinburg, Scot

those enslaved is recorded in hundreds of slave in
terviews, now accessible in collections and books.

land: Morrison and Gibb, 1978.

“Healy Building in Newport Has New Owner Now,"
KTS, August 11, 1921, 25.
“Kids on Wheels,” KP, March 20, 2001, 8K.

National Museum of Roller Skating. "John Joseph
Merlin-Monsieur Petitbled." www.rollerskating
museum.com (accessed July 2, 2006).
“Skating," local history files, Kentucky Gateway Mu
seum, Maysville, Ky.

Jack Wessling

lows Hall, at Fifth St. and Madison Ave. in Cov

ington. In the late 1800s, there was also a
combination skating rink and dance hall oper
ated at Berlin Beach in Dayton, Ky. That building

slavery developed over the next 100 years through

SLAVERY. The American form of slavery had al
ready been codified by constitutional provisions,
legislative acts, and municipal ordinances in Vir
ginia and other English colonies when Dr. Thomas
Walker in 1750, Christopher Gist in 1751, and
James McBride in 1751 began to map the eastern
and northern regions of Kentucky. As prescribed
by these laws in the colonies, slaves were, for the
first time in history, defined as chattel, as property;
slavery was perpetual, that is, slave status was in
herited; and legal racism was embedded in slavery,
because slaves were defined as being black and of
African descent. The economic benefits to white

slave owners in the United States through chattel

Historians, sociologists, novelists, and poets have
published the stories of individual slaves and slave
families, creating fully dimensional people from
the myths, stereotypes, and cartoon figures of re
cent memory. And several of Northern Kentucky's
slaves have been immortalized in books, music,

poems, and even, in the case of Margaret Garner
of Boone Co., recently in an opera.
Active slave trading occurred in Northern
Kentucky at slave markets in Maysville and Wash
ington. Slaves in the region built houses and fences,
cleared fields, planted, harvested, took produce to
market, and worked the steamboats and river craft,

all through forced slave labor. Even though the
counties of Northern Kentucky had just 6 percent
of the state's slaves, institutional slavery played its
part in this region's history.
In 1833 the Kentucky General Assembly
banned importation of slaves into Kentucky except
by emigration, inheritance, or marriage. This new
law was generally ignored. In 1849 the advocates of
slavery in Kentucky, flush with their victory at that
year's State Constitutional Convention, gained yet
another victory when the Kentucky legislature re

SLAVERY

pealed the Non-Importation Act of 1833 and
passed the third-strictest set of restrictions on free
people of color and slaves in the nation, rivaling
the codes of the Deep South. Furthermore, in 1865,
1868, and 1870, Kentucky failed to ratify the three
U.S. constitutional amendments that made former

slaves citizens of the nation. Dismayed, Union gen
eral Clinton B. Fisk characterized members of the

Kentucky legislature as “the meanest, unsubju
gated, and unreconstructed rascally rebellious
revolutionists" he had ever had the displeasure of
encountering.

Local municipal ordinances, particularly in
the northern counties of Kentucky bordering the
Ohio River, frequently prohibited a slave owner
from hiring out his or her slaves, yet that became
a common practice during the 1830s and 1840s.
Grand juries in Gallatin and Carroll counties in
dicted several slaveholders for violating this law;
however, hiring out slaves for a season or for the
year was lucrative, and the fines were too modest to
prevent this practice.
Slave trading in Northern Kentucky was basi
cally unregulated and, except for the regular slave
market held in Mason Co., small in scale. Buying
and selling of human chattel took place in the
large slave markets at Lexington and Louisville
on a regular schedule. By comparison, the slave
market conducted at Washington in Mason Co.
was not large. Often it involved small numbers of
slaves in coffles brought by traders passing
through the area or sales conducted by local slave
owners themselves.

In Northern Kentucky the density of the slave
population was highly dependent on the type of
underlying farmland. The planter culture, mim
icking Virginia's patricians, took root immediately
in the rich river bottoms and upland grasslands of
Mason, Boone, and northern Owen counties. Ma
son and Boone counties, with more than 6,400

slaves in 1840, accounted for 55 percent of all slaves
held in Northern Kentucky. In 1840 Campbelland
Grant counties had only 289 and 348 slaves,
respectively.
Rural areas within Boone and Mason counties

rivaled the Bluegrass region of Kentucky, with
more than 40 percent slave populations. Mason
Co., in particular,jumped from 1,747 slaves in 1800
to 4,309 by 1840. Boone Co., in the same period,
climbed from 325 slaves in 1800 to 2,183 in 1840.

Numbers in Gallatin Co., part of which went to
form Carroll Co. in 1838, rose from 329 slaves in

1800 to 604 slaves in Gallatin Co. plus 731 slaves in
Carroll Co. in 1840. Among Northern Kentucky
counties, Owen Co. had the third-largest slave
population in 1840, 1,281; that number increased
in 1860 to a peak of 1,660 slaves, almostall of whom
resided in the upland pastureland between Owen
ton and New Liberty. The urban areas that devel
oped along the Ohio River, Maysville, Augusta,
Newport, Covington, Fredericksburg (Warsaw),
and Port William (Carrollton), had less than 20

percent slave populations before the Civil War.
There were many slave owners in Boone Co.,
about 36 percent of all families, but the number of
slaves per plantation was generally fewer than 10

per household. In the villages, only 1 or 2 slaves
were owned by about 20 percent of the families.
The total number of slaves in Boone Co. grew rap
idly from 629 in 1810 to 2,183 in 1840 and then de
clined as the impact of the Underground Rail
road and the selling of excess slaves to the Deep
South began to reduce slave numbers in this
county. By 1860 there were 1,745 slaves and 11,118
whites in Boone Co. However, the value of these

slaves as property had increased substantially.
Slaves were only 15 percent of the tax base in 1850
but had climbed to 24 percent by 1860.
Boone Co. never had many free people of
color; there were only 27 free blacks in 1840, 37 in
1850, and 48 in 1860. After the Civil War, the black

population of Boone Co. declined severely. In
1840 blacks made up 21.8 percent of the popula
tion; in 1870 they were only 9.5 percent, represent
ing a loss of more than 1,170 black citizens from
the county.
By 1840 the slaves in Mason, Boone, and
Owen counties accounted for 28 percent, 22 per
cent, and 16 percent, respectively, of the total
population, compared to 50 percent in Fayette
Co., in the heart of the Bluegrass region. Counties
in the northern portions of Kentucky such as
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McMillen then took over Anderson's domestic

slave trade business and also served as an agent
for Bolton, Dickson & Co., large-scale slave trad
ers at Lexington; Memphis; Charleston, S.C.; Nat
chez, Miss.; St. Louis; and New Orleans.

From 1830 to 1863, slave trading in Kentucky
constituted a major component of the U.S. domes
tic slave trade; thousands of Kentucky-born slaves
were sold south through Vicksburg and Natchez,
Miss., and New Orleans markets. It was common

for local slavers to go to Washington or to Lexing
ton and pick up a small coffle of slaves to sell in the
rural areas. By the 1840s, slavers were taking excess
slaves from these same rural areas to sell into the

Southern markets at prices reaching $800 to $1,000
per male slave. By the mid-1840s, selling slaves
south became one of the largest sources of cash in
Northern Kentucky.
Locally, slave owners did their own trading
quietly among themselves and frequently hired
slaves out for cash to support increasingly expen
sive private schools, household furnishings, and
especially horse racing. The Kentucky Gazette,
the Maysville Eagle, the Licking Valley Register,
and the Bracken Sentinel all carried numerous

advertisements to buy or sell individual slaves, an

Lewis, Grant, and later Robertson, where the

nouncements of estate sales of slaves, and notices

more rugged hill country dominated, counties
that were settled chiefly by yeomen with small
landholdings, had slave populations of less than
10 percent. The urbanized counties Campbell

of rewards for runaway slaves.
Slaves designated as prime field hands brought
$300 to $400 in 1820, but with the opening of the
Vicksburg and New Orleans slave markets, prices
rose substantially. It was not uncommon by 1860

and Kenton had few slaves. In Bracken Co. slave

density approximated 30 percent in certain up
land districts, while in other areas the population
was less than 10 percent slaves.
Kentucky remained a part of the international
slave trade until 1808, when federal law banned

the importation of slaves. However, by 1833, when
the Kentucky legislature forbade any further im
portation of slaves, more than 150,000 slaves had
entered Kentucky with landowners or through
inheritance. After the 1808 federal ban on the

importation of slaves into the United States, a
domestic slave trade sprang up and thrived in
Kentucky. Mason Co., with its tobacco-based
economy, established the earliest recorded do
mestic slave-trading market in Kentucky at
Washington, which is located on a hill above
Maysville. In about 1826, Capt. John W. Ander
son, who lived near Washington in Mason Co.,
took over the northern region's major slave
trading operations from Edward Stone of adjoin
ing Harrison Co. Stone had been killed in a slave
revolt. The domestic slave market at Washington
later became famous as the inspiration for Har
riet Beecher Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin. She had

observed the selling of human beings in the cen
ter of Washington during her visit to the Mar
shall Key house in Mason Co. The height of An
derson's domestic slave sales operation was
reached about 1830; slaves from Mason Co. were

shipped through the Dover landing in Kentucky
to Natchez, Miss. Anderson was taking in $50,000
in revenues each year, nearly $1 million in terms
of today's monetary values. When he died, legend
has it that he was chasing a runaway slave. James

for a male slave to fetch $800 to $1,000 or some

times even more in the Lexington market. And
Northern Kentucky's slave owners tended to pay
the highest prices for mulatto, or mixed-race,
slaves, a preference established originally by landed
Virginia owners. Obviously, these mulatto men,
women, and children sold at auction were sons and

daughters of white slave owners, a fact the North
ern abolitionists found abhorrent, immoral, and

unacceptable.
The patrollers searching for runaway slaves
were known to the slaves as paddywhackers, or
padrolers. The patroller system was instituted in

the Ohio River counties of Kentucky quite early in
the history of these counties administrative courts
as a form of control to keep slaves from running
away. In the June 1799 Gallatin Co. Court Order
Book 1, it was ordered that Benjamin Craig, Sim
eon Crosby, and Martin Hawkins be appointed
patrollers for three months from that date, along
with George Burton and Nicholas Lindsay. Among
the earliest court orders in Boone Co. was the 1808

authorization for slave patrollers to receive one
dollar per 10 hours worked. The court collected a
special poll tax on slave owners to pay for these pa
trols. Patrollers were generally slave owners, and

working as patrollers often served as a rite of pas
sage for oldersons; the patrollers were assigned 10
to 12-mile circuits along the Ohio River that they
were to guard at night. Because of the distances in
volved, most patrollers along the Ohio River used
horses. Patrollers were also authorized to whip any
slave caught, with the prescribed numbers of lashes
codified in Kentucky law.
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By the early 1840s, as the numbers of runaway
slaves became politically sensitive, legislators in
Kentucky acted to expand patroller controls; coun
patroller systems aligned with constable jurisdic
tions. Thus, in practice, the controlling of runaway
slaves became a matter supported by all taxpayers,

Kentucky counties along the Ohio River had the
most opportunity to flee, but as the slave density
in the Bluegrass region approached 40 percent,
slave escapes increased in spite of patrollers and
the increasing use of slave-catchers, detectives,
and other forms of control. For the first 30 years
of the 19th century, runaway slaves made it to the

not just owners.

Ohio River on their own, found some kind of raft

Many of the Underground Railroad's stories
from Indiana about small Kentucky posses trying
to recapture runaway slaves actually described pa
trollers on duty at night who had access to a skiffor
a ferry. As the slave losses mounted in Boone Co.
and the surrounding region, patrollers used scent
dogs to aid them in their attempts to recapture
runaway slaves. A brutal bloodhound named Nero
figured in the following runaway-slave story that
took place in Boone Co. at Cooper's Bottom. Lind
say Cooper of Cooper's Bottom owned between
8 and 10 slaves before 1850. Ike, one of Cooper's
slaves, purchased his freedom and that of his wife
and settled just across the river in Indiana. When
they tried to purchase their four children, Cooper
refused. He bought or borrowed John G. Moore's
savage dog Nero to prevent runaways, but the four
children of Ike poisoned the dog and escaped
across the Ohio River. By 1860 Cooper owned only
one slave; the rest had gone.
Slave codes and local municipal ordinances es
tablished a vehicle for violence against slaves. Be
cause of the economic value of slaves, punishment
of slaves was most often provided by whipping,
rather than penal offenses. For example, for a par

or conveyance, and trekked through the North
west Territories, sometimes finding a friendly
person, sometimes melting into the populations
of free black agricultural communities or into
friendly Indian tribes. Once the antislavery soci
eties were organized in Ohio and Indiana during
the late 1830s, aid to runaway slaves improved
from the haphazard fits and starts of earlier

ties farther removed from the Ohio River created

ticular crime, whites would be incarcerated in the

penitentiary, but slaves would be punished at the
whipping post or killed. White offenders during
slavery times were executed only for murder and
certain kinds of rape. Slaves were put to death for
murder; manslaughter; rape of a white woman; at.
tempting to commit crimes of robbery, arson, or

times.

In Northern Kentucky, Patrick Doyle's abor
tive attempt to bring a group (somewhere between
40 and 75) of slaves from Lexington through
Bracken Co. occurred in 1848. Rev. Calvin Fair

Some of the most famous stories in Northern

burglary; conspiring to rebel, administering poi

Kentucky of slaves reaching freedom involve these
individuals:

slave traders had no such restrictions.

—Henry Bibb, who escaped from Bedford, Trimble
Co., Ky., was jailed at Covington in Kenton Co.,
and became the first black editor of a newspaper
in Windsor, Canada. He and his wife Mary were
designated persons of distinction by the Cana
dian legislature.
—Andrew Gagnon of Bracken Co., who, trying to
impress a young woman, learned how to con
duct runaway slaves to Ripley, Ohio, and main
tained a regular passage to freedom during the

tucky Gazette first began posting runaway want
ads. Only a strong motivation to achieve freedom
or to find their separated family members would
cause a slave on the frontier to run into forests

controlled by Indian tribes. Slaves in Northern

to Marshall, Mich., with the aid of the Madison,

Ind., Underground Railroad. When pursued by
a Kentucky posse, the Crosswhites were helped
by local black and white citizens of Marshalland
taken to Windsor, Canada. After the Civil War,

the Crosswhite family returned to Marshall, and
a bronze tablet was later placed at the site of their
cabin by the Michigan Historical Society.
—Wheeling Gaunt, a Carroll Co. slave, who pur
chased his own and his family's freedom, moved
to Yellow Springs, Ohio, after the Civil War,
amassed a fortune of more than $30,000, and be

came a leading Ohio philanthropist, aiding Wil
berforce College.
—Rev. Elisha W. Green, a Baptist preacher at
Maysville and Paris and founder of the Con
solidated Baptist movement after the Civil
War.

–Jacob Price, a businessman and community
leader in Covington, who organized the William
Grant School.

bank and Delia Webster helped Lewis, Harriet,
and Jo Hayden successfully escape through
Maysville in 1844, but both Fairbank and Web
ster were imprisoned upon their return to Ken
tucky. John Fairfield successfully led 15 slaves in
crossing from Boone Co. into Indiana during
the early 1850s. Robert and Margaret Garner's
tragic attempt to escape from Boone Co. in 1856
has been immortalized in books and an opera.
When Elijah Anderson moved his base of oper
ations from Madison to Lawrenceburg, Ind., in
1846, Boone Co. slave owners began to experi
ence the loss of slaves almost immediately. By
1853 Boone Co. was losing 50 slaves a month. An
derson himself claimed to have helped 1,000
slaves escape Kentucky between 1850 and 1856;
in 1856 he was arrested and sent to prison at
Frankfort, Ky.

son with intent to cause death; shooting and
wounding a white person; and shooting without
wounding. Although slave patrollers were limited
in the number of whiplashes they could adminis
ter if a runaway slave was caught, slave owners and
Long before the Ku Klux Klan marauded
through Central Kentucky, along, sordid history of
violence, lynchings, false accusations, rape of slave
women, and brutal whippings of slaves and freed
men had become part of Kentucky's history. The
various historical collections of slave eyewitness re
ports refer to the occurrence of such outrages before
1865, while George C. Wright's Racial Violence in
Kentucky, 1865–1940 catalogs the hundreds of
lynchings and brutal violence against slaves and free
people of color occurring after the Civil War.
Slaves' quest for escape from bondage was
continuous. Slaves escaped from and through
Northern Kentucky before 1787, when the Ken

—Adam Crosswhite, who took his family of five

—Eliza Harris, Mason Co., whose escape across
the icy Ohio River was codified for all time in
Harriet Beecher Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin.

1850s.

—James Bradley, born in Africa and enslaved in
South Carolina, who purchased his freedom,
gained an education, and participated in the
Lane Seminary debates with Theodore Weld in
1833; his statue is in Covington today.
—John P. Parker, enslaved in Virginia and Ala
bama, a trained foundry worker, who gained his
freedom in 1845 and migrated to Jeffersonville,
Ind., to New Albany, Ind., to Cincinnati, and
eventually to Ripley, Ohio. He was chiefly re
sponsible for transporting hundreds of runaway
slaves across the Ohio River from Mason Co. to
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Boone Co., and with the aid of Michigan aboli
tionist Laura Haviland, returned to Kentucky in
an abortive attempt to rescue his wife. He even
tually made it back to Michigan.
—Richard Daly of Hunter's Bottom, Carroll Co.,
who aided 30 runaway slaves in their escapes be
fore taking his own family of five in 1856 to free
dom in Canada.

Works Projects Administration. Slave Narratives: A

Folk History of Slavery in the United States from
Interviews with Former Slaves. Vol. 7, Kentucky
Narratives. Washington, D.C.: Federal Writer's
Project of the WPA, 1941.
Wright, George C. Racial Violence in Kentucky,
1865–1940. Baton Rouge. Louisiana State Univ.
Press, 1996.

Diane Perrine Coon

SLAVERY-THE KENTUCKY RAID

SLAVES IN NORTHERN KENTUCKY, 1840 TO 1860, AND
FREEDMEN IN NORTHERN KENTUCKY, 1870

County

1840

I850

1860

1870
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The fugitives from slavery spent the summer in
Cass Co., living and working on farms owned by
Quakers. They joined a growing black pioneer pop
ulation that included free African Americans who

2,183

2,104

1,745

1,012

Bracken

819

840

750

636

Boone

had migrated to this Northern refuge site. Cass Co.'s
abolitionist reputation also caught the attention
of white Kentuckians, including several aggrieved

Campbell

289

177

| 16

282

slave owners in Boone and Kenton counties.

Carroll

731

949

1,045

540

Gallatin

604

704

708

690

Grant

348

532

696

509

The slaveholders hired a spy to pursue their
missing human property." Around June 1847, the
spy arrived in Michigan, posing as an abolitionist
from Massachusetts seeking subscribers for anti
slavery periodicals. Using this guise, he traveled
from farm to farm, talking with the locals and se
cretly creating a map detailing the fugitives'
whereabouts. He then returned to Kentucky and
issued his report. A posse was gathered, comprised
of 22 slave owners and their agents. Fully armed,
and with wagons equipped to transport captives
back to Kentucky, the slave-catchers arrived in Cass
Co. on August 20, 1847. In the early hours of that
Friday morning, the posse split into smaller raiding
parties and set out to capture fugitives simultane
ously at four different farms. As dawn broke, the
slave-catchers pounded on cabin doors and began
their roundup. At some farms they captured entire
families; at others, either a wife or a daughter es
caped and sounded the alarm. As the alarm spread,
the raiding parties attempted to rendezvous at the
local mill with their 10 captives. The Kentuckians
soon found themselves surrounded by a growing

Kenton

75]

830

567

l,656

Mason

4,309

4,284

3,772

3,582

Owen

1,281

i,514

1,660

1,176

437

509

424

641

Pendleton
Robertson'

257

11,752

12,443

11,483

10,981

*Robertson Co. was not established until 1867.

SLAVERY IN BOONE CO. Most Boone Co.

farms in the 19th century had a handful of en
slaved persons, who worked the fields in good
weather and performed household tasks or honed
their skills as coopers, wheel-makers, and black
Smiths after the growing season.
“Slavery," according to Jane Smiley, a present
day commentator on Harriet Beecher Stowe's book
Uncle Tom's Cabin, "was an economic system de
pendent upon bankers" as well as on farmers and
plantation owners. The rationale for enslavement
ranged from biblical quotes to claims of white intel
lectual superiority to "simple economic interest and

night in 1856. The Garners tasted a few sweet hours
of freedom in Cincinnati before the family was cap
tured. Margaret slit the throat of her young daugh
ter Mary and attempted to kill her other three chil
dren, declaring that she would rather see them dead
than enslaved. Margaret did not hang for the mur
der of her child. Instead, she was remanded to the

custody of Gaines, who sent Margaret and her hus
band to a plantation in the Deep South. Margaret

number of locals, both black and white, who were

convenience." In Boone Co., the demand for slaves

tion remembers and honors “all the slaves in Boone

was sufficiently low that at times slaves were sold out
of the county, often to markets that supplied the
Deep South. But the economic system of slavery was
a lively enterprise for many Boone Countians from
the time of the county's formation in 1799 until the

Co., those who helped them, and the slaves de

Boone Co. Heritage Education Curriculum. River

armed with guns, axes, hoes, straw-cutters, and
even fence posts that they had hastily pulled out of
the ground. The Kentuckians, in turn, brandished
their guns and bowie knives. Violence was averted
when the Kentuckians agreed to take their captives
to the county courthouse and submit proof of their
ownership claims to a judge.
The entourage of slave-hunters, captured fugi
tives, and determined locals marched off together
to the courthouse in Cassopolis, the county seat.
Word of the raid continued to spread over the

end of the Civil War. The assessed value of most

Born, Kentucky Bred. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co.

course of their five-mile trek, and the number of

died there in 1858.

On March 21, 2005, students from St. Joseph
Academy in Walton dedicated a memorial to the
Underground Railroad in Boone Co. The inscrip

scendants." The memorial is the first of its kind in

the county.

Historic Preservation Review Board, 2001.
adult slaves was between 10 and 20 times the value

ofan acre of land. Surnames of Boone Co. slavehold

McNutt, Randy. “Boone Grows Big, Stays Small,” CE,
April 29, 2003, 2E.

ers include Brashear, Coleman, Dinsmore, Gaines,

Stowe, Harriet Beecher. Uncle Tom's Cabin. Ed. Jane

Johnson, Parker, and Riddell. Enslaved blacks com

Smiley. New York: Random House, 2001.
Tanner, Paul. Slavery in Boone County (And Its Af.
termath). Frankfort, Ky., P. Tanner, 1986.
Yanuck, Julius. “The Garner Fugitive Slave Case,”
Mississippi Valley Historical Review 15, no. 1

prised one-fifth to one-quarter of the county's pop
ulation from 1799 to 1860. Free blacks represented a
tiny minority. After the end of the Civil War, Afri
can Americans exited Boone Co. en masse.
Remote areas of Boone Co. such as Rabbit Hash

(June 1953): 47–66.

Jannes W. Garbett

and the North Bend Bottoms were prime areas for
escape from bondage. Active Underground Rail

Michiganders in the crowd swelled to 200 or 300.
When they all arrived in town, 14 of the Kentucki
ans were arrested for attempted kidnapping, tres
passing, and assault and battery. They also were
served with a writ of habeas corpus, requiring that
they produce the people they had abducted before
the court. The Kentuckiansposted bailand awaited
trial.

The county's judge was unavailable, so the
neighboring Berry Co. commissioner presided
over the habeas corpus trial. Unbeknownst to the

road connections in Indiana and Ohio beckoned

SLAVERY_THE KENTUCKY RAID (also

white Southerners, the commissioner was an abo

enslaved persons in Boone Co. The best-known fu
gitive slave story in Boone Co. is that of Margaret
Garner, who was enslaved by Archibald Gaines of
the Maplewood Farm, Richwood. She was the cen
tral character in the 20th-century novel and movie
Beloved, and the Margaret Garner Opera played
at Music Hall in Cincinnati during summer 2005.

known as the Cassopolis Outrage). Two large
groups of enslaved people, altogether numbering
at least 35, escaped from Kenton and Boone coun
ties during spring 1847. The first party of 22 de
parted Saturday night, April 24; the second group
followed a couple of weeks later. Aided by "conduc
tors" of the Underground Railroad, both groups
traveled north through Ohio and Indiana and on
into Michigan. There, in the southwestern part of
the state, they found refuge in rural Cass Co.

litionist and a covert member of the Underground
Railroad. When the Kentuckians appeared before
him to prove their ownership claims, the commis
sioner refused each type of evidence they pre
sented, such as bills of sale and power-of-attorney
documents. Instead, he insisted that they produce
Kentucky's statutes proving that slavery was legal
in the state. Although the statutes clearly existed,
the Kentuckians did not have them in their posses

All three art forms have drawn attention to the

tragic story of this pregnant enslaved mother of
four who fled with her family on a frigid January

sion and the commissioner denied them time to

838

SLIP UP

obtain them. Consequently, he ruled that the cap
tives should go free.
As soon as the captives and their families had
left the county, all charges against the Kentucki
ans were dropped, in what Michiganders called
“the Kentucky Raid." The Kentuckians, however,
returned home, infuriated. They described their
experience in the local newspapers as the "Cass
opolis Outrage"—in which Northern abolition
ists defied the nation's laws to help slaves escape.
The slave owners and their allies pressured the
U.S. Congress to pass a new fugitive slave law that
would increase the penalties for helping slaves at
tain freedom. They also filed six lawsuits against
the white abolitionists in Michigan, charging
them with violating the Fugitive Slave Law of
1793. One lawsuit eventually went to trial in De
troit, in December 1850. Although the case ended
with a hung jury, the defendants settled rather
than face a second trial subjecting them to the
new 1850 Fugitive Slave Act that had just been
passed by Congress.
“The Cassopolis Outrage—the Rights of Slavery,

October 3, 1929, and they became the parents of
one child, Etta Maud. Smith was employed by the
Kentucky Highway Patrol. In 1935 he joined the
Kentucky Army National Guard and served on ac
tive duty during the flood of 1937 and during the
Harlan coal strikes in 1939. On February 29, 1941,
Smith's unit was federalized and designated Bat
tery A, 103rd Separate Battalion Coast Artillery
(anti-aircraft).
He served in the continental United States un

til June 1945, when he was ordered to the Far East,

entering Japan with the Occupation Army as an
assistant provost marshal in Tokyo. In 1948 he was
reassigned as provost marshal to Fort Gordon, Ga.
In November 1951, he was sent to Korea. From

April 1953 to April 1954, Smith served as the pro
vost marshal in Sasebo, Japan. When he retired in
1957 as a lieutenant colonel, he was serving as se
nior adviser to the Lexington, Ky., area U.S. Army

“Kidnapping by the Wholesale,” National Antislav
ery Standard, November 4, 1847.

Rogers, Howard S. History of Cass County, from
1825 to 1875. Cassopolis, Mich: Vigilant Book
and Job Print, 1875.

After being soundly defeated when he next met
Morgan in battle in 1863, Smith resigned his com
mission and focused on his work as a congressman.
The army refused his resignation, instead promot
ing him to the rank of major general. In the U.S.
Congress, Smith united with the other two strict
Unionist congressmen from Kentucky, refusing to
entertain a compromise with the South. This posi
tion eventually brought about a split in the Ken
tucky Democratic Party; it broke into factions
based on loyalties to the North or the South. While
in office, Smith also voted for controversial bills

including the establishment of the Freedmen's

with Valor and the Army Commendation Medal.
Upon retirement, he moved back to his family
home on Cedar Creek in Owen Co., Ky., where he

Bureau.

lived the rest of his life.

Smith served one term as a representative to
the Kentucky legislature for Owen and Grant
counties in 1960. He spearheaded the Korean Bo
nus Bill passed that year by the legislature. He was
a service officer and commander at VFW Post 3119
in Owenton and also served as chairman of the

Sanford, Joseph, and John Hatfield. Interviews in The
Refugee; or, The Narratives of Fugitive Slaves in
Canada, by Benjamin Drew. Boston. J. P. Jewett,

won reelection in 1864.

Reserve. His decorations included the Bronze Star

Parts I–IV,” LVR, October 15, 1847, 3; November
5, 1847, 1.

contributed to Smith's promotion to brigadier
general the following month. He resigned his
seat in the Kentucky legislature that August and
ran for a seat in the U.S. Congress. A strict
Unionist, he was elected by a small margin in a
district sharply divided by Civil War politics. He

Owen Co. American Red Cross Chapter. Smith
died in 1973 and was buried in the Monterey Cem
etery with full military honors.

In 1865 Smith resigned from his congressional
seat in order to accept an appointment as territo
rial governor of Montana. He found the territory
hopelessly in debt and harassed by the local Amer
ican Indian tribes, but he went to work lobbying
his former colleagues in the U.S. Congress for sol
diers, weapons, and most importantly, money.
During his short time as governor, he led the mili
tia on the battlefield, put the territory firmly on the
road to financial recovery, and introduced the first
signs of eastern "civilization" in a rough-and
tumble western land.

1856, reprint, Toronto. Prospero, 2000.

Sanford, Perry. “Out of Bondage. How Perry Sanford
Escaped from Slavery: Thrilling Experience on His
Way to Michigan.” Heritage Creek: A Journal of

Murphy, Margaret A. “Looking Back” Our Smith
Family History. Frankfort, Ky: Lynn, 1998.
Margaret A. Murphy

Local History.9 (Winter 1999):78–81.

Debian Marty
SLIP UP. This crossroads community is located
along U.S. 62 in southwestern Mason Co., near
Shannon and not far from the Robertson Co.

boundary. It is within the Murphysville Precinct.
At one time, Slip Up had a school, but it was con
solidated into the Sardis School. The community
also was once home to a mill. During the 1960s
and 1970s, a popular news feature in the Maysville
newspaper was entitled the Slip Up News. Only a
store remains at the once busy crossroads. Local
people used to say that they were going to "slip up"
to the store, and thus the name Slip Up became at
tached to the community.

SMITH, GREEN CLAY, GENERAL (b. July 4,
1826, Richmond, Ky.; d. June 29, 1895, Washing
ton, D.C.). A general, congressman, governor, and
preacher, Green Clay Smith was a son of John
Speed and Elizabeth Louis Clay Smith. At age 15
he enlisted in the army, where he served for a year
as a 2nd lieutenant in the 1st Kentucky Cavalry
during the Mexican War. On his return, he at
tended a preparatory school in Danville, Ky.; Tran
sylvania University in Lexington, where he gradu
ated in 1849; and the Lexington Law School in
Lexington. He gained admittance to the bar in

County. Their Past in Pictures. Maysville, Ky:

Kentucky legislature and won election to the
House of Representatives. After the Civil War
broke out, Smith enlisted as a private in the
Union Army, but once his previous service re
cord was discovered, he was promoted to the
rank of major. The following year he was pro

SMITH, ALBERT CLARENCE, LIEUTEN

ANT COLONEL (b. January 7, 1904, Monterey,
Ky; d. March 9, 1973, Fort Knox, Ky). Albert C.
Smith, a Kentucky representative and a veteran of
World War II and the Korean War, was the only
child of Evan Forest and Maude Karsner Smith. He

enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1924 and served three
years in Panama. He married Mary Etta Power on

29, 1895. He was buried in Arlington National
Cemetery.

Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincin
In 1858 Smith moved to Covington, where he
practiced law until the political unrest of 1860
occurred. At that time he ran for a seat in the

Scientific Association, ca. 1986.

D.C., where he remained until his death on June

1852.

Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. The Towns of Mason
Maysville and Mason Co. Library Historical and

On Smith's return to Kentucky, his life took an
entirely different turn when he was ordained a
Baptist minister. Smith pastored churches
throughout Kentucky and is credited with starting
many more. He was a popular preacher at revivals,
where the oratorical skills he had sharpened in the
U.S. Congress helped to enlist innumerable found
ing church members.
Smith made one more try at politics in 1876:
he ran for president on the National Prohibition
Party ticket. Receiving fewer than 10,000 votes,
Smith gave up politics and returned to the quieter
ministerial life. In 1890 he accepted a position at
the Metropolitan Baptist Church in Washington,

nati: J. M. Armstrong, 1878.
Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.

Covington, Ky. Collins, 1882.
Hood, James Larry. "For the Union: Kentucky's Un
conditionalist Unionist Congressmen and the De
velopment of the Republican Party in Kentucky,
1863–1865." RKHS76 (July 1978): 197-215.
Hubbell, John T., and James W. Geary, ed. Biographi
cal Dictionary of the Union: Northern Leaders

of the Civil War. Westport, Conn.; Greenwood,
moted to colonel and sent into the field with the
1995.

4th Kentucky Cavalry. He pursued Confederate
raider and fellow Kentuckian Gen. John Hunt

Morgan through Kentucky and into Tennessee,
where he helped to defeat Morgan at the Battle of
Lebanon (Tenn.) on May 5, 1862. This action

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Reis, Jim. "Green Smith: A Man of Many Talents," KP,
April 13, 1987,4K.

Jennifer Gregory
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SMITH, HERBERT LEE “HUB” (b. June 18,

1912, Claxon Ridge, Owen Co., Ky.; d. May 26,
1986, Owenton, Ky). Herbert Lee Smith, a county
sheriff and a hospital administrator, was the son of
Elza and Susan Ora Smith. He married J. Ward

SMITH, SAWYERA. (b. April 9, 1883, Barbour
ville, Ky.; d. November 3, 1969, Park Hills, Ky).
Lawyer and politician Sawyer A. Smith was the son
of George W. and Sarah McKinney Smith. Saw
yer's early education was at the Barbourville Bap
tist Institute in Barbourville. He earned his BA

Marston on June 4, 1932, and they had one child,
Johnny Marston Smith. Hub Smith was a farmer in
Owen Co. In 1942 he began his political career as
deputy sheriffoſ Owen Co. and in 1948 became the
high sheriff. He was appointed county Democratic
chairman and accepted the position of adminis
trative assistant to the Kentucky commissioner of
finance in 1954. In February 1955, Smith was ap
pointed state director of personnel. He was named

Barton. Smith taught in the Knox Co. schools for
five years, then left teaching, returned to school,
and earned a law degree from Valparaiso Univer
sity, Valparaiso, Ind. He began his legal career by
forming a partnership with attorney Flem D.
Sampson, who later became governor of Kentucky

the administrator of the Owen Co. Memorial Hos

(1927–1931).

pital (see New Horizons Medical Center) in
1956 and continued in that position for 15 years.
Smith was also a director of the Peoples Bank and
Trust Company in Owenton for 30 years and, for
four years, director of the Burley Tobacco Associa

Smith moved to Northern Kentucky, where he
soon earned a reputation as one of the region's best
defense attorneys. He entered politics in 1908 and
was elected as a Republican to the Kentucky legis
lature, where he served for two years. President
Warren G. Harding (1921–1923) appointed Smith
Assistant U.S. Attorney for the eastern district of
Kentucky, a continuing under the administrations
of presidents Calvin Coolidge (1923–1929) and
Herbert Hoover (1929–1933). On August 31, 1933,
Smith resigned and returned to his law practice.
His most publicized case was his defense of
16-year-old Joan Kiger, who had been charged
with the murders of her father, Carl Kiger (Cov
ington's vice mayor), and her six-year-old brother,
Jerry. Smith won an acquittal by arguing that Joan
was having a nightmare at the time of the killings
and therefore could not be held responsible for the
deaths. Smith died in 1969 at age 86 in the St.
Charles Care Center, Fort Wright, and was buried
in the Forest Lawn Cemetery in Erlanger.

tion. When his health failed, he retired on Decem
ber 30, 1971, and lived in Owen Co. until his death

at age 74. He was buried at the Monterey Cemetery
in Monterey.
“Herbert 'Hub' Smith Remembered,” Owenton (Ky.)
News-Herald, June 5, 1986, 1.

Murphy, Margaret Alice, and Lela Maude Hawkins.
The History of Historic Old Cedar Baptist
Church and Community, 1816–2004. Frankfort,
Ky: Lynn, 2004.

Margaret A. Murphy
SMITH, MORGAN LEWIS, BRIGADIER
GENERAL (b. 1822, New York; d. December 28,

1874, Jersey City, N.J.). Civil War veteran Morgan
Smith left home at age 21 and taught school in In
diana. He then joined the U.S. Army and from
1845 through 1850 served as a sergeant and drill
instructor at the Newport Barracks in Newport,
Ky., using the alias of Mortimer L. Sanford. From
1850 until after the Civil War began, he lived on
Saratoga St. in Newport while working as an Ohio
River steamboat agent. During the war Smith led
the 8th Missouri Volunteers in combat at Shiloh,

at Vicksburg, and in several other engagements
and was severely wounded. Gen. William T. Sher
man said of him: “He was one of the bravest men
in action I ever knew.” In 1866 U.S. President An

drew Johnson (1865–1869) appointed Smith U.S.
consul in Honolulu, Hawaii. Returning in 1868,
Smith was employed in Washington, D.C., deal
ing with claims against the government and con
tracting for mail routes. He also worked for a
building association. Smith died while visiting in
Jersey City, N.J., in 1874 and was buried with full
military honors at Arlington National Cemetery
in Arlington, Va. He was the older brother of U.S.
General Giles A. Smith. Morgan Smith was one of
the many nationally famous people who passed
through Newport Barracks and resided in North
ern Kentucky.
Donnelly, Joseph L. Newport Barracks: Kentucky's
Forgotten Military Installation. Covington, Ky:
Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1999.
Virtualology.com. “Morgan Smith." www.famous
americans.net (accessed June 25, 2007).

from Cumberland College at Williamsburg. On
December 29, 1913, he married a classmate, Effie

“Honored," KP, April 5, 1930, 4.
“Post Editorial Read,” KP February 10, 1930, 4.

Reis, Jim. “A Distinguished Legal Career," KP, Octo
ber 3, 1994, 4K.

"Schoolday Romance Ends in Marriage,” KP Decem
ber 30, 1913, 10.

Tapp, Hamilton. Kentucky Lives. Hopkinsville, Ky:
Historical Record Association, 1966.

SNOW’S POND. During the September 1862
invasion of Northern Kentucky by the Confeder
ate Army, one of the two Civil War skirmishes to
take place in Boone Co. occurred at Snow's Pond.
The site is located roughly along the Old Lexington
Pk. (see Covington and Lexington Turnpike)
between Richwood and Walton, seven miles south

of Florence, Ky. The pike is parallel to modern U.S.
25 (see Dixie Highway). There, on September 17,
1862, about 100 Confederate troops under the
command of Col. Basil Duke of the 2nd Kentucky
Cavalry were encamped at Snow's Pond and were
attacked by a Union cavalry force. One Union and
five Confederate soldiers were killed, and one
Union and seven Confederate soldiers were

wounded. Civilian Larkin Vaughn, a local farmer,
was killed by a stray bullet. Duke's men captured
49 Union soldiers, who were marched off to Fal

mouth and later were exchanged.
The Union Army camped at Snow's Pond for
three weeks afterward. The Confederates had left
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the carcasses of 13 dead mules in the water. The

Union Army eventually discovered these remains,
which explained why some of the federals camped
at the pond had become sick. In recent years the
Snow's Pond site has been a hub of metal-detecting
and artifact-hunting. Several items have been
found, mainly lead bullets. On May 14, 1999, a
Kentucky Historical Marker was placed at the site
of Snow's Pond, on land held by the Dixon family
since the 1870s.

Dixon, Daniel F. Snow's Pond: The Forgotten Civil
War Skirmish in Boone County, Kentucky's
Past. Mount Vernon, Ind: Windmill, 1999.
Goetz, Kristina. “Civil War Field Marked," KE, Au

gust 9, 1999, C1.
Rouse, Jack. The Civil War in Boone County. Mount
Vernon, Ind: Windmill, 1996.

SNYDER, MARION GENE (b. January 26,
1928, Louisville, Ky; d. February 16, 2007, Naples,
Fla.). Marion Gene Snyder was a real estate broker,
a homebuilder, and, for many years, a Republican
member of the U.S. House of Representatives. His
parents were Marion Gustavus and Lois E. Snyder.
Gene attended Louisville public schools and grad
uated from Louisville's duPont Manual High. He
earned both his LLB and JD degrees from the Jef.
ferson School of Law (now part of the University of
Louisville) in 1950 and set up his law practice in
Louisville. In 1961 Snyder married Mary Louise
Hodges, and they had one son, Mark. The couple
divorced in 1973.

Snyder entered politics in 1954 and served as
Jeffersontown city attorney for four years and as

Jefferson Co. magistrate for the next four. He
served in the U.S. House of Representatives from
1963 to 1965 (January–January) but was defeated
when he ran for reelection in 1964. In 1966 he won

the seat back and held it from January 1967 until
January 1987. During his tenure in the U.S. Con
gress, he was instrumental in gaining approval for
many projects in his home state, including the
construction of Northern Kentucky University in
Campbell Co. and the Snyder Freeway in Louis
ville. He worked tirelessly for a Licking River dam
at Falmouth but was unsuccessful in obtaining
funds for it. He retired from politics in 1986 and
returned to his Oldham Co. farm.

He married his second wife, Patricia Creighton
Robertson, on April 10, 1973, and they became the
parents of two children, Chris and Ginger. Snyder
died in Naples, Fla., at age 79 and was buried in the
Floydsburg Cemetery in Oldham Co., Ky.
Biographical Directory of the United States Congress.
“Snyder, Marion Gene." http://bioguide.congress
gov (accessed February 24, 2007).
“Former Congressman Gene Snyder Dies,” C), Febru
ary 17, 2007, 1.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
SOCIALIST PARTY. The Socialist Party was
fairly strong in Northern Kentucky in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries. Branches existed in Cov
ington, Latonia, Ludlow, Newport, and other
urban areas; the party drew its largest support

840

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

from such places. Immigrants working in factories
in Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky tended to
accept Socialist views, and many of them joined
the party.
The Socialist Party made inroads in politics,
although in Northern Kentucky, unlike other re
gions of the country, no party member was elected
to any major political office. The socially progres
sive views of the party struck a chord with many
Northern Kentuckians, and as a result many po
litical races were affected by these views. In the
1904 elections in Kenton Co., the Socialist Party

received a significant portion of votes for a minor
ity party. Although it never came close to defeating
candidates from the two major parties, it received
more votes than any of the other small parties,
such as the People's Party or the Prohibition Party.
In 1904–1905, Eugene Victor Debs, the peren:
nial Socialist presidential candidate, spoke to a fol
lowing at the Ludlow Lagoon (see Lagoon Amuse
ment Park), to a gathering at Clark's Grove in
Dayton, Ky., and before a crowd of 500 in Coving
ton's Congress Hall Auditorium. The Socialist
Party in Northern Kentucky had many leaders of
its own. Rev. Thomas McGrady (1863–1907) was
a Roman Catholic priest serving for years at St. An
thony Church in Bellevue, Ky. A nationally known
Socialist authorandspeaker, he was in conflict with
the political views of the Roman Catholic Church.
In 1902 he resigned from the priesthood, refusing
to comply with an ultimatum issued by Bishop Ca
millus Paul Maes (1846–1915) ordering him to
retract his views and statements. It was reported
that many of his parishionerswept at his departure.

mob violence and assault. One Socialist Party
member who suffered in the backlash against so
cialism was Northern Kentuckian John Thobe.

Thobe was a candidate for Kentucky lieutenant
governor when antisocialist groups began to in
timidate him. At a Socialist meeting in Covington
in November 1919, a group of soldiers, reportedly
just returned from World War I, forced Thobe to
stop speaking by threats of violence. Later another
group of soldiers made a bonfire of Socialist litera
ture and also burned the box upon which Thobe
was speaking. In addition, Socialist documentsbe
longing to Thobe were stolen, possibly by the same
group that had forced him to stop speaking. In
September 1924, after making a political speech,
Thobe was ambushed and beaten while walking
along 16th St. in Covington. He was struck three
times on the head with an iron pipe. His assailant,
according to witnesses, leaped into a waiting auto
mobile and fled. By then the Socialist Party was in
decline and never again rose to the level of influ
ence it had held during the first two decades of the
20th century.
"Father M'Grady Dies in Frisco." KP, November 27,
1907, 2.

dent in Paris, France, Frederick Ozanam, started

the current Society of St. Vincent de Paul for men
in 1833, to assist the poor in Christian charity and
for the spiritual good of its members. This new
Catholic lay society was approved by the Vatican
and soon spread throughout Europe. The Society
of St. Vincent de Paul was first accepted in St.
Louis, Mo., in 1845 and, with the blessing of Amer
ica's Catholic bishops, rapidly spread across the na
tion. George A. Carrell, the first bishop of the Dio
cese of Covington (see Roman Catholics),
welcomed it to his diocese in the 1860s.

In the structure of the society, local parish con
ferences are the primary division. Over these is the
Diocese of Covington Council, which in turn is
part of the Mideast regional conference. All of the
regional councils are part of the National Council
of the United States, Society of St. Vincent de Paul

"Lanfersiek Lands Socialist Office." KP. May 16, 1913,
Inc. All of the conferences worldwide are united
5.

"Newport Socialists Have Progressive School Ticket."
KP August 14, 1912.3.

"Socialist Was Compelled to Stop Speaking." KTS,

under the Council-General. Many parishes within
the Diocese of Covington formed their own con
ferences. The various Northern Kentucky Society
of St. Vincent de Paul conferences were linked to

November 14, 1919, 30.

"They Gota Big Vote, KP, November 10, 1904, 1.

gether under the Particular Council of Covington,

"Thobe Is Beaten." KP September 15, 1924, 1.

which was established on October 29, 1923. Part of

"Two Packages of Socialist Papers Gone." KTS, No.

the mission of the society is to serve anyone in need
without regard to color, race, creed, or origin. Par
ish conferences work on the local level, accepting
monetary donations placed in offering boxes at
church doors and donations of food and clothing
Members ofthe society then allocate items to those

vember 19, 1919, 27.
He remained in Bellevue for a short while before
Rob Farrell

moving to San Francisco, where he practiced law.
Because of his speaking abilities, McGrady was a
conspicuous figure at Socialist conventions. De
spite his disagreement with the church, he received

and a free pharmacy, as wellasother services, for the
poor of Northern Kentucky. The society is named
for a 17th-century French saint of the Roman Cath
olic Church. As a priest, Vincent de Paul devoted
himself to helping the poor and founded the Con
fraternity of Charity for women. He founded sev
eral Vincentian organizations, but the one he
founded for men did not last. A young college stu

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL. The

Society of St. Vincent de Paul operates thrift stores

the last rites and died as a member of the Roman
Catholic Church.

Another local Socialist figure was Walter
Lanfersiek (1873–1962), a Newport attorney
who ran unsuccessfully for governor of Kentucky
in 1911. Lanfersiek was active in the Socialist

SIMNCENT Dºu

Party and in 1913 was elected executive secretary
of the national party. Lanfersiek's wife, Pearl A.
Blanchard Lanfersiek, was also active in the party;
in 1912 she was one of three Socialist candidates

for seats on the Newport school commission.
Pearl Lanfersiek and fellow Socialists Gussie

Balser and Jacob Raphaelson pledged themselves
to accomplish progressive measures, some of
them unheard of at the time, such as these: free

textbooks, playgrounds and physical education
instructors, night schools for working children
and adults, a "penny lunch," better pay for teach
ers, equal pay for equal work regardless of gen
der, the right to present grievances, and free
kindergartens.
The Bolshevik Revolution in Russia and the re

sulting"Red Scare" in the United States did a great
deal of damage to the Socialist Party in Northern
Kentucky and throughout the nation. Although
the party continued to put forth candidates for
many elections, the candidates often fell victim to

St.Vincent de Paul Store, Greenup St., Covington, in 1946. Front row: Margaret Grumbie and
Alma Schwede, back row. Paul Ison, Andy Lonneman, Charlie Burman, and Ed Miller

SOUTHBANK PARTNERS

who call for assistance after members make a home
visit to assess needs. Members also visit the sick

and elderly in nursing homes and hospitals.
One popular feature of the Society of St. Vin
cent de Paul's charitable outreach is its stores, or

salvage bureaus as they were designated originally,
which accept donations from anyone and sell sal
vageable items at low prices. At the instigation of
William T. Mulloy, bishop of the Diocese of
Covington, the first two St. Vincent de Paul stores
in Northern Kentucky were opened in Covington
and in Newport in 1946. Both stores were under
the direction of Andrew Lonneman. Stores were

opened later in Dayton and Crescent Springs. The
Crescent Springs location houses the warehouse
that serves Northern Kentucky. The society's
trucks travel to homes locally to pickup donations
of larger items, such as furniture and appliances.
The society even sponsors a used-car program for
donated automobiles still in working condition.
The society also conducts a coat giveaway for stu

married Rumalah. In 1840 George and Charlotte
Kenner bought Elmwood Hall and some sur
rounding acreage from Israel Ludlow Jr. The fam
ily lived most of the year in Louisiana but used the
Ludlow home as a summer retreat from the op
pressive heat and diseases of the Deep South.
William Butler Kenner purchased nine acres of
land near Elmwood Hall from his brother George
in 1845, and he and his wife built Somerset Hall

there, shortly after the purchase. Their home was
constructed as an elaborate lodge, with the best
materials and architectural designing available at
the time. Somerset Hall has a 120-foot-long porch,
which is said to have been the longest in Kentucky.
Despite the cost and elaborate planning for his
home, William Kenner did not retain ownership
long. He became discouraged after many of his
slaves escaped to freedom across the Ohio River.
Some have said that Somerset Hall later served as

New York: Superior Council, 1909.
Stapleton, Joe. “St. Vincent de Paul Expands Activity,"
Messenger, December 1946, 2.

“Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Covington." www
.svdpcovington.org (accessed June 24, 2008).
“St. Vincent de Paul Society Celebrates 160 Years,"
Messenger, April 30, 1993,8.

from the law firm of Peck, Shaffer & Williams

L.L.P, and Stephen C. Schatteman, president of
PNC Bank of Northern Kentucky. Ray Beil, who
had just returned from Paris with its famous Left
Bank, suggested the name Southbank. About a
year later, Wally Pagan became president of the or
ganization.

the house in in 1862. In 1875 A. B. Closson Jr., a

nati, and the revitalization of historic Main Street

was sold to Thomas Keevan, who sold it in 1854 to

2002, 1K.

RiverCenter and the restaurants were nice, there

were not enough area attractions to support the
convention industry. Consequently, Southbank
organizers felt a need to expand their vision.
The original Southbank founders were Ray
Beil, president of EGC Construction; Paul Knue,
editor of the Kentucky Post; Roger Peterman

Cincinnati balloonist Richard Clayton. Henry
Jenkins, a wealthy Cincinnati jeweler, purchased

in 1853, in New Orleans. In 1852 Somerset Hall

the diocesan council began a pharmacy program.
The pharmacy, located at the Crescent Springs of
fice, dispenses donated sample medicines from
doctors or pharmacies to fill prescriptions for per
sons in need. In 2008 the charitable pharmacy op
eration was officially renamed Faith Community
Pharmacy.

Laukonis, Kathryn. "St. Vincent DePaul Society. Fol
lowers of Charity-Saint Active for Diocesan
Needy." Messenger, July 17, 1955, 1A.
Rules of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, and In
dulgences Granted by the Sovereign Pontiffs.

vention center in Covington. It was funded in 1996
and opened in November 1998.
The question arose, What would the conven
tioneers do after they arrived? While the existing

The cities of Newport and Covington were at
tracted to the idea and joined, and then the City of
Bellevue petitioned to become a member of South
bank Partners. A great deal of time was spent pre
paring development strategies such as the renova
tion of the L&N Bridge as a pedestrian link
named Riverwalk, between Newport and Cincin

an important stop on the Underground Rail
road. William Butler Kenner died of yellow fever

dents and others in need of a warm coat. In 2002

“Free Pharmacy Plan: Grow,” KP September 17,
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partner in Closson's Art and Home Furnishings
Store in Cincinnati, purchased Somerset Hall for
his residence. Several generations of the Closson
family lived in the house until 1925, when it was
sold for use as a Masonic Lodge (see Masons).
In December 1996, Stephen and Paula Chap
man purchased Somerset Hall from the Masons.
They have completely remodeled the house, at
tempting to return it to its original splendor. How
ever, in order to make the home a comfortable

dwelling, the Chapmans have installed two fur
naces, added air conditioning, installed modern
wiring, and added modern kitchens and bath
rooms. The Chapmans have indicated that they
may eventually use the house as it was originally
intended, by spending their winters in the South
(Florida) and their summers at Somerset Hall.

Thomas S. Ward

areas. Many of the ideas were the consequences of
the vision of Forward Quest/Vision 2015.

The Southbank goal of developing partner
ships within Northern Kentucky began to be
reached when the Transit Authority of North
ern Kentucky (TANK) helped create the South
bank Shuttle in 1999. The Southbank Shuttle, sub

sidized by TANK, is the first real inner-city
connector between Cincinnati, Covington, New
port, and Bellevue. Although there was initial re
sistance from Cincinnati, eventually it became ap
parent that the traffic went both ways and benefited
all.

Southbank Partners was also involved in the
creation of the Millennium Monument World

Peace Bell, the world's largest swinging bell. It
was cast in Nantes, France, in 1998, installed in

Newport, and rung in 2000. This was part of the
“How the City of Ludlow Just Missed,” KP, September
6, 1925, 8.

SOMERSET HALL. William Butler Kenner, the

builder of Somerset Hall, and his brother George
Kenner were two of the four sons of Louisiana

plantation owners William and Mary Minor Ken
ner (see Kenner Family). The family lived in lux
ury, as did most other families of the southern
antebellum elite. Their 2,200-acre Louisiana plan
tation, called Ashland, was often the scene of pri
vate balls, dinner parties, and horse races for their
aristocratic friends. This Ashland was named after

Henry Clay's estate in Lexington, Ky. Much of the
Kenner land in Louisiana later became part of the
city of Kenner, La., where the New Orleans Inter
national Airport is now located. William Butler

and George Kenner were privately tutored, receiv
ing the typical southern classical education. After

Millennium Monument project, which was to in

“Ludlow," KP, February 22, 1995, IKK-2KK.
Marsh, Betsa. “A Legend in Ludlow.” Cincinnati
Magazine, January 2003,93–96.

clude the Millennium Tower and a park between
Newport-on-the-Levee and the bell. Neither of
those projects was completed, although two-thirds

“Summer Home, Closson House, now Masonic

of the $120 million needed was obtained.

Lodge," Ludlow News Enterprise, January 25,
1973, 1.

SOUTHEANK PARTNERS. Founded as a

Kentucky nonprofit organization in 1997, South
bank Partners serves as a coordinating body for
the redevelopment of the core areas of Campbell
and Kenton counties. The desire for a convention

center in Covington was the original impetus for
this organization. The Covington Business Coun
cil, along with Jim Huff, Chris Mehling, and Wally

The next project was modeled after a project
in Chattanooga, Tenn., that was centered on an
aquarium and the 107-year-old Walnut St. Bridge
over the Tennessee River. There the organization
known as RiverValley Partners worked to convert
the bridge into a pedestrian bridge linking sec
tions of Chattanooga. About that time the L&N
Bridge in Newport was scheduled for demolition
and the Kentucky Department of Transportation
was ready to let demolition bids. In 2000, Repre
sentative Jim Callahan led the effort to save the

Pagan, promoted the idea. It was a contentious is

bridge on the House side of the Kentucky legisla

Riske, who were half sisters of Israel Ludlow Jr.

sue because the Drawbridge Inn supported an al
ternate plan for a convention center in the Fort
Mitchell area. During a 1995 special session of the
Kentucky legislature, the State of Kentucky

George married Charlotte and William Butler

awarded $40 million for the construction of a con

ture. As majority caucus leader, he was close to
the governor; with the support of the Northern
Kentucky delegation, he was able to obtain $4
million to rejuvenate the bridge. The money bud
geted for demolition was used instead to save it.

ward they traveled extensively. While visiting Cin
cinnati, they met many members of the city'ssocial
elite, including two sisters, Ruhamah and Charlotte
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A significant portion of the funds was used for a
structural study, because a pedestrian bridge ac
tually has a larger load factor than a vehicular
bridge. There is more weight per square foot with
people. Planning, including a paint analysis, took
more than two years. Lead paint was removed by
pressure washing, and a coat of purple epoxy
paint was applied. At first, it was thought the
bridge might be called the Barney Bridge because
of its color, but after Wally Pagan developed the
alliterative name Purple People Bridge, that be
came the preferred name. The operation of the
bridge was formalized in 2003 in the incorpora
tion of the Newport Southbank Bridge Company,
a partnership between the City of Newport and
Southbank Partners. The bridge has now become
a pedestrian link used by thousands of people.
During Tall Stacks 2006, more than 150,000 peo
ple crossed the bridge.
In 2004 a creative use for the bridge was pro
posed. Dennis Spiegel developed a feasibility study
for Thom Jackson that was presented to the New
port Southbank Bridge Company: the idea was to
build a bridge climb. The company leased the
climbing rights to help cover the constant bridge
operating expenses, and eventually Dennis Spiegel
bought the rights to the project. When the Purple
People Bridge Climb was opened in 2006, it was
first climbing bridge in the Northern Hemisphere;
at that time Auckland, New Zealand, and Sydney
and Brisbane in Australia were the only other
places in the world that had climbingbridges; how
ever, the Purple People Bridge Climb closed in
2007 due to lack of patronage.

SOUTHERN RAILWAY. The Southern Railway
(SR) is a predecessor of the Norfolk Southern
Railway, one of the two major railroad systems
operating in the Northern Kentucky region today.
In 1894 the SR was founded by combining the as
sets of the bankrupt Richmond and Danville Rail
road and the East Tennessee, Virginia and Georgia

bers of an organized crime family reportedly took
the club over during the 1940s, and the nation's
most famous performers and performance acts of

Railroad (ETV&G) to form a new viable railroad.

Southgate today boasts new homes, apartments,
and condominiums. A new city building and com
munity center opened in 1994. I-275 and I-471 (see
Expressways) are located nearby. In 2000 the city
had a population of 3,472.

The SR ran its locomotives over the Cincinnati

Southern rail lines through its control of the Cin
cinnati, New Orleans, and Texas Pacific Railroad.

The SR, in acquiring the ETV&G, came into pos

the 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s came there to enter

tain. Things changed on the night of May 28, 1977.
A fire broke out, and before it ended 165 people
had died.

session of the successor of the Cincinnati and
Charleston Railroad. Thus, with the formation

of the SR, the connecting railroad between Cin
cinnati and Charleston, S.C., finally became a real
ity. The SR was merged with Norfolk and Western
(N&W) in 1982 to form the Norfolk Southern
Railroad.

Davis, Burke. The Southern Railway. Chapel Hill.

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,

Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
U.S. Census Bureau. www.census.gov/(accessed April
28, 2007).

Univ. of North Carolina Press, 1985.
Kenneth A. Reis

Drury, George H. The Train Watcher's Guide to
North American Railroads. Waukesha, Wis.;
Kalmbach Books, 1992.
The Historical Guide to North American Rail

roads. 2nd ed. Waukesha, Wis.; Kalmbach Books,
2000.

Charles H. Bogart

SOUTHGATE, LOUISE (b. February 20, 1857,
Walton, Ky.; d. August 15, 1941, Bracht Station,
Ky). Louise Southgate, a physician, was born to
parents from prominent families of Campbell and
Kenton counties. Her great-grandfather, Thomas
Kennedy, owned much of the land in early Cov
ington, and her grandfather was George Maris
Southgate. Louise was the daughter of Dr. Bernard
H. and Eleanor Fleming Southgate. In 1871 both of
her parents died in a cholera epidemic, and Louise
and her siblings moved to their Aunt Nancy Ken
nedy's home at 124 Garrard St., Covington.
Southgate attended the Western Female Semi
nary in Oxford, Ohio, and the Women's Medical
College of Cincinnati, where she graduated in
1893. She continued her education by attending

ation of Newport-on-the-Levee, assisting with
the tax credit for Hofbrauhaus Newport and with
condo developments in both Bellevue and New
port. It obtains its own funding from city and
county funds and through a contract with North

SOUTHGATE. Southgate, named for the promi
nent Southgate family who owned much of the
town's land, is a city of nearly 3,500 residents. Lo
cated in the northeastern section of Campbell Co.,
it is one mile south of Newport. Richard South
gate settled in the Southgate area in 1795. The
town was laid out in 1896 and incorporated in
1907. The police department was started in 1907,
and the fire department followed in 1909.
The 1883 Lake atlas shows slaughterhouses,
greenhouses, a saloon, and the Kentucky House

ern Kentucky Tri-ED, whereby it promotes de

as businesses in operation in Southgate at that

stitute in Paris, France. There she became a firm

velopment in the inner-city areas.
Cities do not always have the development staff
they need, and the continuity, expertise, and col
laborative spirit that Southbank Partners provides
enables projects to move forward. Southbank Part
ners is concerned with economic development in
Covington, Newport, and Bellevue and assists
with matters of public policy in Ludlow, Dayton,
and Fort Thomas. Since there are many areas of
common ground among those cities, the city man
agers of Newport and Covington regularly meet
with the city administrators of Bellevue, Dayton,
Fort Thomas, and Ludlow under the aegis of
Southbank Partners to discuss new projects, such
as a river walk along Bellevue, Newport, and Cov
ington and the $800 million Ovation development
in Newport. Bill Scheyer succeeded Wally Pagan as
president in 2008.

time. The city is home to Evergreen Cemetery.
Begun in 1847, this is the largest cemetery in
Campbell Co. Most of an early Newport “bury
ing ground" was transferred to the cemetery, be
cause Newport needed more land for businesses
and housing during the 1840s. The Civil War
came to Southgate in the form of earthwork forti
fications, and a fortification known Battery Shaler
was built in Evergreen Cemetery (see Civil War

believer in the germ theory of disease. Returning
to Covington, she opened a medical practice and
became known to family, friends, and patients as

Fortifications).

efforts.

The Southgate School system, which began in
1901, is one ofthe smallestin Kentucky (see South
gate Independent Schools). The city once was

Southbank Partners has had a role in the cre

McNair, James. "Bridge-Climb Sale Lawsuit Tossed

Out," KE, February 27, 2007, 10A.
Pagan, Wally. Interview by Bob Stevie, November 26,
2006, Newport, Ky.
Robert W. Stevie

lectures in Vienna, Austria, and at the Pasteur In

Dr. Louise; in 1902 her office was located at 107 W.

Fourth St. Southgate traveled to the Hindman Set
tlement School in rural Knott Co., Ky., in summer
1905, to volunteer her services there. Back in Cov

ington, she and the Women's Emergency Club of
Covington assisted the school in its fundraising

Heidelberg Inn. Where the latter once stood is now

Southgate purchased, in 1909, the old stone
home of Thomas Kennedy on Riverside Dr. in
Covington, as well as her deceased Aunt Nancy's
house on Garrard St. She lived in the latter stately
Greek Revival home with her sister Virginia, a

the site of the St. Therese Catholic Church and

teacher in the Cincinnati Public Schools. She also

school. Moock Rd., which borders the south side of

moved her medical practice to the Garrard St.
house. She offered the old stone Kennedy home to
the City of Covington, when the city declined, she
had the house demolished. The George Rogers
Clark Park on Riverside Dr. now occupies the site
of the former Kennedy homestead.
Southgate was actively involved with the Cin
cinnati Women's Club, the Equal Suffrage Club

home to the famous Two-Mile House and the

the cemetery running west to Wilder, is named for
George Moock, a longtime local dairy operator
who resided and operated his business on proper
ties adjoining the road.
By far the most famous place in Southgate was
the Beverly Hills Supper Club. Opened in 1936,
it was billed as the "showplace of the nation.” Mem

south GATE HOUSE

(see Women's Suffrage), and the Kentucky Fed
eration of Women's Clubs. She was also cofounder

of the Central Suffrage Committee of Hamilton
Co., Ohio, and president of the Pioneer Woman's
Suffrage Association. In 1910she spoke at the Ken
tucky Equal Rights Association state convention
in Covington on the topic "The Sisterhood of
Women." She helped rid the city of its unsavory
and notorious poolrooms and also initiated the
practice of conducting physical examinations for
schoolchildren in Covington. Southgate was an
active member of the former Booth Memorial

Hospital and its auxiliary and a member of the
American Medical Association.

In 1930, a year after the death of her sister Vir.
ginia, Southgate retired from medical practice.
Following along illness, she died in 1941 at age 84
at the home of her sister Eleanor Green. Services

were held at the Madison Ave. Presbyterian
Church, and her cremated remains were buried in

Linden Grove Cemetery in Covington. In recogni

port Barracks to build his magnificent home,
which still standsat 24 E. Third St. in Newport (the
Southgate House). Many of the socially elite of
that era, including Henry Clay, James Polk, and
Zachary Taylor, were known to have visited the
home. In 1803 Richard Southgate was elected to
the Kentucky House of Representatives, and in
1817 he was elected a state senator, an office he held

until 1833. In addition to being a very successful
lawyer and politician, Richard Southgate also
owned vast amounts of real estate and was one of

the wealthiest men in the state. For many years his
family operated a well-known health resort called
Southgate's Mineral Wells, which historians be:
lieve was located between Evergreen Ave. and the
Alexandria Pk in Southgate. Richard Southgate
died in 1857 and was buried in Evergreen Ceme
tery in the city of Southgate. The name Southgate
was given to the family in earlier generations be
cause they were the keepers of the southgate into
London, England, when it was a walled city.

tion of Southgate's medical services to Northern
Kentucky, the St. Luke Hospitals named one of
their service facilities the Louise Southgate Wom

1941.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 20333, for the year
1941.

Mueller, Jan. "Dr. Louise Southgate, JKS21 (Septem
ber 2004): 144-54.
Russell, Steven. "Area's First Woman Doctor Believed in

Knights of Columbus Hall) is one of the city's old.
est and most historically significant antebellum

| M. Armstrong, 1878.
Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.

structures. Sometime between 1814 and 1821, the

Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
Shaler, Nathaniel Southgate. Autobiography of Na
thaniel Southgate Shaler Boston: Houghlin Miſ
flin, 1908.

Wessling, lack. Early History of Campbell County,
Kentucky. Alexandria, Ky: Privately published,
1997.

Jack Wessling

Women's Rights," Dixie News, January 28, 1993,8.
Betty Maddox Daniels
SOUTHGATE, RICHARD (b. January 23, 1774,
New York City; d. July 24, 1857, Newport, Ky.)
Richard Southgate was the son of Capt. Wright
and Mary Lush Southgate. He received his bache
lor's degree from William and Mary College in
Virginia and his law degree in Albany, NY. He ar.
rived in Newport about 1795 and soon became a
distinguished attorney. On July 10, 1799, he mar
ried Ann Winston Hinde (known as Nancy),
daughter of Dr. Thomas Hinde, the renowned
physician.
Richard and Ann Southgate had eight chil
dren. He was a very generous father and gave a
house to each of his children when they married.
His daughter Ann married Dr. Nathaniel
Burger Shaler, and they had a famous son
named Nathaniel Southgate Shaler, who was
said to be the favorite grandson of Richard South
gate. Richard wanted his grandson to have a supe
rior education, so he hired a private tutor for the
boy's early training and then sent him to study at
Harvard University in Cambridge, Mass. After
graduating, Nathaniel Southgate Shaler became a
professor of geology and paleontology at Harvard
University, a position he held for life, and also the
author of many books. One of them, his autobi

two-story house was erected for Richard South
gate. According to local tradition, the mansion
was at least partially constructed by British prison
ers from the War of 1812 who were being held at
the nearby Newport Barracks.
For Southgate, who was wealthy, influential,
and socially prominent, both locally and nation
ally, the Newport mansion provided an elegant
backdrop for lavish entertaining and also served

SOUTHGATE, William WRIGHT (b. No

as an island of civility that drew affluent visitors

vember 22, 1800, Newport, Ky; d. December 26,
1844, Covington, Ky.) William WrightSouthgate, a
distinguished lawyer and politician, was the son of
lawyer and businessman Richard Southgate and
Ann Winston Hinde Southgate. William's early
education was by tutors and in private schools. He
received his degree from Transylvania College in
Lexington and then moved to Covington, where he

from all parts of the state and the nation. Tradi
tion has placed many distinguished persons
within its walls, including Henry Clay, Abraham
Lincoln, James K. Polk, and Gen. Zachary Taylor.

studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1821.

Southgate set up his first law practice in Lexington.
He married Adliza Keene in 1823, and they had
thirteen children. William Southgate purchased
the Gano-Southgate House in Covington in
1825, adding a Greek Revival wing in 1835. He
served as a prosecuting attorney from 1825 to 1827
and as a state representative from 1828 to 1840. Af.
ter leaving politics, he returned to Covington and
resumed the practice of law. In 1844 he served as a
presidential elector for the Whig candidate Henry
Clay. He died a young man and was buried in the
Linden Grove Cemetery in Covington.
Johnson, E. Polk. History of Kentucky and Kentuck
ians. Vol. 2. Chicago. Lewis, 1912.
Langsam, Walter E. Great Houses of the Queen City.
Cincinnati: Cincinnati Historical Society, 1997
Wessling, Jack. Early History of Campbell County
Alexandria, Ky:Self-published, 1997.

Not all of these visits, however, have been offi

cially substantiated.
An 1840 visit by the soon-to-be married Abra
ham Lincoln and Mary Todd to attend a gala ball,
though unconfirmed, is plausible based on the
friendship between Southgate and Mary Todd's
father, Col. Robert Smith Todd: the two men had

similar social and political beliefs and were related
by marriage through the Parker family. A second
visit by Lincoln, in 1856, was noted by Southgate's
grandson Nathaniel Southgate Shaler, the emi
ment Harvard professor, dean, and renowned geol
ogist, in his autobiography. This visit has also been
disputed, though not completely discounted; re
cent scholarship fails to confirm an 1856 visit to
the state but instead places Lincoln in the area dur

ing an 1855 trip to Cincinnati, at which time he
may have visited the Southgate House. Tradition
and fact again mingle in regard to the Southgate
House's association with the Texas Revolution.

SOUTHGATE HOUSE. Located at 24 E. Third

Legend has it that the house was the site of an
extravagant send-off party on December 30, 1835,
for 50 men under the leadership of Newport resi
dent Sidney Sherman. The Kentucky unit later
fought for Gen. Sam Houston, assisting the Texans

St., Newport, the Southgate House (also known as
the Southgate-Parker-Maddux House and the

San Jacinto.

ography, is a source of much information about
the Southgate family.
In 1814 Richard Southgate used labor provided
by British War of 1812 prisoners from the New

William Wright Southgate.

Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky Cincinnati:
en's Center in 1990.

"The Club a School for Suffrage," KP, August 16,
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in their defeat of Santa Anna at the 1836 Battle of
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Richard Southgate's long life came to an end at
age 83 at his Newport mansion in 1857, and he was
buried at Evergreen Cemetery in Southgate. He
had generously provided for each of his living chil
dren within his will. His vast estate, then valued at

$1.5 million, included extensive landholdings in
Ohio and Kentucky, securities, real estate, and the
family's Newport homestead, the Southgate House,
which he left to his eldest daughter, Frances Mary

sard roof, punctuated by altered dormers replete
with decorative fanlights; cast-iron hoodmolds
over the front windows; and a four-story entrance

Schadler have successfully positioned one of New
port's most important antebellum structures as a

tower with a mosaic-floored vestibule on the first

than a century and a half after its construction, the
elegant and expansive ancestral homeofthe South
gate family continues to be the site of social gather
ings, vibrant entertaining, and cultural events. In
cluded are local, regional, and national musical
performances, art exhibits, poetry readings, and

floor. Other 19th-century renovations included
the addition of a third-story ballroom and a late
Victorian porch; its delicately rendered posts,
spandrels, and openwork railing complemented
the newly added tower and decorative slate-tiled

revitalized center for arts and music. Now, more

roof.
Fannie Maddux continued to reside at the

other attractions.

then deeded it to her daughter, Julia Maria Talia
ferro Thompson, who was married to James Thomp
son, a lieutenant colonel in the army, a West Point
graduate, and a military science professor at Indiana
University at Bloomington, Ind. Frances continued

house until May 9, 1914, when she sold it to attor
ney John William Heuver. Before the year was up,
on November 13, 1914, the house again changed
hands when Heuver sold it to the Newport Knights

“K.C. Fire Loss $50,000; 10 Overcome,” KP, Novem
ber 26, 1948, 1.

to reside at the mansion until she died there in 1883;
her funeral was held at the house as well.

cades, this organization made good use of its man
sion meeting place, which became known as the
Knights of Columbus Hall. The Knights of Colum
bus held bimonthly meetings there and hosted
bingo games, dances, wedding receptions, and
fundraisers. During this period, ceiling beams
and wainscoting were added in several interior
rooms. Exterior alterations included the replace
ment of the delicate wooden porch with the cur
rent square-tiered brick porch, the addition of a

Taliaferro Parker.
Frances owned the house from 1857 to 1869 and

Julia's son John Taliaferro Thompson, born
at the Southgate House in 1860, had along and dis
tinguished military career, but he is perhaps best
remembered for the invention he and his son Mar

cellus engineered in 1919; the Thompson machine
gun, or “Tommy Gun." This groundbreaking auto
matic weapon soon became standard issue for the
military and was utilized by law-enforcement or
ganizations, owing to its exceptional design. To
Thompson's dismay, the weapon also gained ex
treme popularity among the ranks of organized
crime syndicates.
For nearly the entire first century of its exis
tence, the Southgate House was owned by a mem
ber of the Southgate family. Julia Thompson's sale
of the house on March 31, 1888, to its fourth owner,
Fannie F. Maddux, the wife of Louis Oliver Mad

dux, passed it to a new family. The structure con
tinued to serve along-establishedpurpose, though;
according to newspaper accounts of the time, the
Maddux family entertained frequently in their
Newport mansion, just as the Southgate family

of Columbus for $10,000. For more than six de

corbelled brick balustrade on the front and the east

side (which has since been enclosed), and the addi

tion of a large auditorium wing at the rear of the
Structure.

Twice during the Knights of Columbus's own
ership, the Southgate House was damaged by fire.
In July 1925, flames from a fire at the Abe Colker
Chewing Gum Factory, located at the intersection
of Southgate and York Sts., just behind the man
sion, spread to the house. The structure sustained
more than $6,000 in damage. In 1948 the audito
rium addition was destroyed by fire on Thanksgiv
ing Day. Damage from the blaze was estimated at
$50,000. The resilient fraternal organization re

“Newport K. of C. Buy Building," KP, March, 12,
1914, 12.

Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky. Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

Ramos, Steve. “Owners of Newport's Historic South

gate House Have High Hopes for a Rich Future, but
Local Development Plans MightStop Them in Their
Tracks,” City Beat, April 2–8, 1998, 12–15.
Reis, Jim. “Newport's Southgate House Dates Back to
the Early 1800s,” KP, May 16, 1994,4k.
. “Soldiers and Gangsters Used the Tommy'
Gun." In Pieces of the Past, by Jim Reis, vol. 2.
Covington: Kentucky Post, 1991.

Richard Southgate Will, Campbell Co. Will Book C,
200.

Shaler, Nathaniel Southgate. The Autobiography of
Nathaniel Southgate Shaler: With a Supplemen
tary Memoir by His Wife. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin, 1909.

Southgate Family file. Local History files, Kenton Co.
Public Library, Covington, Ky.
Southgate House file. Local History files, Kenton Co.
Public Library, Covington, Ky.
"Still Blamed in $250,000 Fire—Newport Chewing
Gum Factory Destroyed by Flames; Owner Cited
on Liquor Charge, Which He Denies; Garages and
Autos Burned," KP, July 18, 1925, 1.
Janice Mueller

had done. L. O. Maddux died there on October 22,

paired the structure and rebuilt the auditorium

H909.

not long after the end of World War II.
On September 15, 1976, The Knights of Co
lumbus sold the aging mansion to Morrell Ross
and Bess Raleigh for $65,000. Raleigh, a lifelong
resident of Newport and an inspector for the
Campbell Co. Health Department, had heard ru
mors that the stately old mansion would be slated
for demolition once the Knights of Columbus had
moved. So he bought the historic house to save it
from the wrecking ball. A year later, the Southgate
House was placed on the National Register of His

Southgate Independent Schools refers to a single
school, the Southgate School, located at the north
west corner of William Blatt and Evergreen Aves.
in Southgate, Campbell Co. Before the city of
Southgate was incorporated in 1907, a Campbell
Co. school was in operation at the site of the cur
rent school. It opened in October 1901 as a one
room frame structure on land donated by the
Shaler estate. A brick building was erected to re
place the frame schoolhouse in 1903, and additions

toric Places. From 1978 to 1980, the mansion stood

were made to the school in 1930 and in 1995. The

vacant as Raleigh scrambled to make costly, des
perately needed repairs while devising a plan that
would keep his historic-preservation venture fi
nancially solvent.
In 1981 Raleigh opened the Southgate House
as a short-lived country music and entertainment
venue called Mom's Opry. By 1982 the house again
was vacant, though Raleigh was far from giving up
on his plans for the historic old homestead. In 1983
he reopened it as an entertainment venue with its
original name, the Southgate House. Raleigh, his
daughter Morella, and her longtime friend Chris

school has operated only as a grade school through
the eighth grade; for Southgate high school stu
dents, the City of Southgate makes tuition pay
ments to various nearby high schools, including
Highlands High School in Fort Thomas, New
port High School, Bellevue High School (see
Bellevue Public Schools), Dayton High School
(see Dayton Public Schools), and Campbell
Co. High School.
One of the graduates of the Southgate School is
Harold H. Smith, the 16th president of Pikeville
College in Pikeville, Ky. The Southgate School has

Given the Southgate family's prominent posi
tion as one of Northern Kentucky's founding pio
neer families, the Southgate House was an appro
priate setting for another event that occurred there
during Fannie Maddux's ownership. On May 18,
1894, the Keturah Moss Taylor Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution was

founded at the house. Accordingtoseveral sources,
this new organization had the distinction of being
the first chapter in Kentucky.
Sometime during the Maddux family's own
ership, or perhaps while Frances Mary Taliaferro
Parker or her daughter, Julia Thompson, owned
the home, extensive renovations and additions

were undertaken, significantly altering the struc
ture. It is believed that only the walls of the two
story main block and the basement remain from

the original antebellum structure. Yet, the grand
old residence's intact Georgian-style features in
clude the front facade's symmetrical composi
tion, five bays, and Flemish-bond brickwork. At
the end of the 19th century, Second Empire-style
features were added, including a concave man

SOUTHGATE INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS.

SOUTHGATE ST. SCHOOL

always been noted for the individualized attention
it provides students and for the school's low
student-teacher ratio. Southgate is the smallest in
dependent school district in Kentucky, and over
the years there have been discussions of merging
the city with adjacent cities and school districts or
closing the school for reasons of diseconomies of
scale. Today, the Southgate School has approxi
mately 200 students in nine classrooms. With re
cent plans made for new construction in South
gate, the school is anticipating increases in its
student population in the near future.
Harden, Crystal. “Southgate Ends Tuition Subsidy,"
KP. March 10, 2003, 2K.

Schafer, Ray. "Always Small, Always Beloved," KE,
May 15, 2001, B1.

SOUTHGATEST. SCHOOL. NewportsSouth
gate St. School, organized in 1873 for the African
American citizens of Campbell Co., was located on
the north side of Southgate St. between Saratoga
and Washington Sts. The school would not have
been finished without the help of Dennis Light
foot, Robert Littleton, and Washington Rip
pleton, who were involved from the very begin
ning, along with educators such as Dennis
Anderson, Lavina Ellis, Charles D. Horner, and
Elizabeth Hudson. But the commitment of two

important local governmental bodies, the New
port City Council and the city board of education,

the students would have the same educational ad

vantages as students at the white Newport High
School; however, a four-year program was never
implemented. With the addition of a second floor,
two more classrooms were added to the building
and another teacher was hired. Each teacher had to

teach three grades, and the principal taught the
three high school grades. On June 5, 1921, Superin
tendent E. F. Sporing recommended to the New
port educational board that the Southgate high
school be discontinued for the coming school year,
because of unsatisfactory conditions, and that the
high school students besent to William Grant High
School in Covington. He believed that there they
would receive an "all grade high school education,
and upon graduation, the students would be eligi
ble for admission to the leading Universities and
Colleges which are open to African-American stu
dents." Given the small number of graduates from
the Southgate high school, and the cost of only $50
in tuition per student to send them to the Coving
ton high school, it was an easy decision for New
port's educational board to send students to Cov
ington. African American students did not again
attend high school in Newport until fall 1955.
From 1916 through 1940, the Southgate St.
School principals were chosen from within the
school. In August 1921 W. S. Blanton, who had
been principal at the Southgate St. School since
1909, resigned and was replaced by Nora H.
Ward, who had been a teacher of domestic sci

was also essential. Each of these bodies used state

ence in the sixth and seventh grades at the school.

legislation and the Freedmen's Bureau to establish

The teachers' dedication to the school and the

the school.

community was a source of pride for all African
Americans in Newport. Lavina Ellis, who was in
the first graduating class of 1893, returned to
teach at the school about 1900 and stayed until
she retired in 1936. She saw a need and opened a
day nursery for African American children
nearby. Ellis lived on Covert Run Pk. in Bellevue.
She had the longest tenure of any teacher, serving
under three principals: Charles D. Horner, W. S.

Early teachers at the Southgate St. School were
Elizabeth Hudson, who taught from 1873 to 1878;
Mr. F. Mackoy, 1878–1879; and Dennis R. Ander
son, 1879–1890. The 1880s witnessed an increase

of more than 50 percent in the African American
population in both Newport and Campbell Co.
The Southgate St. School served the entire county,
and even some children from nearby Bracken Co.
On June 26, 1893, the school held its first gradua
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Administration (PWA). The application to the
PWA for funding was supplemented with a local
bond issue and sent to the Newport City Council,
which approved both applications and placed the
issue on the ballot for voters. The law required that
all bond issues be approved by voters with a two
thirds majority. Owens, the board, and the council
had done their part. But in the general election on
November 8, 1938, the voters defeated the new

school bond issue; a majority, but not the required
two-thirds majority, voted in favor of the bond
issue.

In 1940 Charles Harris replaced Nora Ward as
principal at the Southgate St. School. Harris had
been a teacher there since November 1932. Harris's

staff of teachers included Ruth Bond, Melissia
Bruce, and Leila Patton. This staff remained at the

school until after the 1954 U.S. Supreme Court ren
dered its decision mandating school desegregation.
On June 27, 1955, Superintendent Owens sub
mitted to the city board of education a program for
the desegregation of Newport Public Schools. He
asked the board to adopt a policy requiring that all
African American children through the 11th grade
attend Newport schools during the 1955–1956
school year, thereby closing the segregated South
gate St. School. All African American students in
the 12th grade who were attending William Grant
High School in Covington were given the choice of
either finishing their senior year there or attending
Newport High School. The superintendent also
placed African American teachers in desegregated
schools. Thereby, the Newport school system be
came the first public school system in Northern
Kentucky to integrate. The closing of the Southgate
St. School was much like its beginning, accom
plished without the hostility, lawsuits, and study
groups that many communities experienced during
the period of school desegregation. But Superinten
dent Owens's concern for the equitable placement of
the now-defunct school's former teachers was

equally important. Charles Harris retired in 1956;

Blanton, and Nora H. Ward. Elise Gooch, who

Ruth Bond, Melissa Bruce, and Leila Patton contin

tion exercise at the Park Avenue School hall; the
first two graduates were Louisa Smith and Lavina

began teaching at the school in 1910, was the sis

Ellis. In attendance were the president of the
board of education, E. G. Lohmeyer, and a repre

Lincoln-Grant School from 1912 until 1953. Elise
had direct contact with all the new students from

sentative from the school, C. W. H. Johnson.
Johnson was one of the committee members who

Newport. Most faculty members at the South
gate St. School were lifelong residents of Coving
ton with connections throughout Northern
Kentucky. Ruth Bond taught at Southgate from

ued teaching at their new schools, and all three of
them retired after the 1957–1958 school year.
The old Southgate St. School building has re
mained very much a part of Newport's African
American heritage. In 1959 the Newport Masonic
Lodge No. 120 purchased the building. The South
gate St. School Alumni Association is leading the
restoration project for the school building as part
of the neighborhood's historic district. A Kentucky
State Historical Society Highway Marker was ded
icated in front of the former Southgate St. School

had originally petitioned the Newport City
Council for free public education for African
American children in the city. Lohmeyer ad
dressed the audience, urging parents to persevere
in keeping their children in school; he said educa
tion, and not legislation, would prove the best so
lution to the race question. The second graduat
ing class consisted of only one person, Beatrice
Genevieve Johnson. The commencement exercise

took place on June 19, 1896, again at the Park Av
enue School hall.

In 1901 the city school board determined the
curriculum for the high school, based on a three
year school program. The Southgate school's prin
cipal, Charles D. Horner, asked to have the course
requirements extended to cover four years, so that

ter of Elizabeth Gooch, a teacher at Covington's

1936 to 1957. She was from Louisville, where her

family had strong educational ties. When the
Southgate St. School was closed because of inte
gration, she was transferred to another Newport

on October 6, 2001.

school and retired in 1957.

In 1926 Anderson D. Owens was appointed su
perintendent of the Newport schools. Under his
direction, the Southgate St. School received con
siderable attention. For example, Owens wanted to
replace the old Southgate St. School building with
a larger, modern school. In 1938 he proposed to the
city's school board that a new school for African
Americans be built. The board proposed building
the new school under the federal Public Works

Annual Report of the Board of Education, Newport,
Kentucky. Newport, Ky:Newport Printing, 1873.

City Council Records, 1874, Newport, Ky.
“Colored School Graduation Exercises,” KSJ, June 6,
1893, 4.

“First Day School Figures Go Up," KP September 7,
1955, H.

Harris, Theodore H. H. "Southgate School Newport,
Kentucky (1866–1955)," NKH 4, no. 2 (Spring
Summer 1997): 34–42.
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“Integration Delay May Bring Suit," KP, September 1,
1955, 1.

“Integration Will Begin in Newport," KP, August 15,

Southgate United Methodist Church in 1906. Dur
ing the 1970s and 1980s, the church was known
for its promotion of scouting in the Southgate

South Hills was annexed by neighboring Fort
Wright. South Hills continues, however, to main
tain a typical neighborhood atmosphere.

community.

City of Fort Wright. City of Fort Wright 50th Anni
versary Booklet. Fort Wright, Ky: City of Fort
Wright, 1991.
“Henry Clay Avenue Maintenance Asked," KP. May 8,

1955, l.

“Local Schools Openings to See Changes," KP, Sep
tember 5, 1955, I.

“Negro Educational Convention." CC, February 19,
1873, 3.

"Newport," CDG, August 28, 1873,2; August 30, 1873,
3, September 8, 1873, 3.

“Newport School Appointments,” Newport Local,

By the 1990s, the Southgate United Methodist
Church had become an urban church, and it began
to experience a decline in attendance and mem
bership. As a result, it was reorganized as the New
Hope Church. Finally in 2004 it became the New
Hope Campus of the Immanuel United Meth
odist Church in Lakeside Park, in order to con

June 11, 1878, 3.

“Newport School Committee on Salaries,” Newport
Local, June 3, 1879, 1.

tinue to serve the communities of Southgate and
south Newport.

“Newport Voters Defeat Bond Issues,” KP, November
“Corner-Stone of Edifice Laid," KP, September 9,

9, 1938, 1.

Reis, Jim. “Superintendents Notable for Longevity,
Leadership," KP, March 6, 1995, 7.
Theodore H. H. Harris

1907, 5.

UNITED

METHODIST

CHURCH. The Southgate Methodist Church was
founded 1906 as an outreach in the village of
Southgate by the Grace United Methodist
Church of Newport. Starting a Sunday school in
Southgate was the vision of Louis Wilson of the

“Southgate Methodists to Dedicate," KP, June 20,
1908, 5.

“Throngs of People Attend Dedication, KP June 22,
1908, 5.

Paul L. Whalen

southwestern border of Covington, the area now
known as South Hills was once home to Battery
Hooper, one of the Civil War fortifications built
to defend Cincinnati. South Hills began in the late

husband donated another lot for a church build

1920s as a 121-acre subdivision of more than 400

lots, its name derived from the company that de
veloped the first streets. Fred W. Staengle, a Cov
ington realtor, led much of the original housing
development.
South Hills was widely known in its early years
as one of the largest and most attractive develop
ments in Northern Kentucky; it touted amenities
such as electricity and gas, as well as the "Heart's
Desire" model home on Crittenden Ave., which

was visited by thousands of people in the late
1920s, according to newspaper reports. In 1927,
lot prices in the subdivision ranged from $25 to

Between 1908 and 1939, three additions to the

$50, and a nice house could be had for $5,000. In

church were built. By 1939 church membership
was about 300 and Sunday school membership

addition to Crittenden Ave., original streets in
cluded St. Anthony, Cumberland, and Henry Clay,
which was the only road open from Covington to
the south during the Ohio River flood of 1937.
In 1949 the South Hills subdivision incorpo
rated as a sixth-class city to block potential an
nexation by Covington and to create the taxing
authority to provide basic government services
such as infrastructure maintenance and police.
Council meetings were held in the basements of

was 189.

A parsonage was built and dedicated on May
14, 1950, nearby in town at 226 Evergreen Ave.
Rev. T. O. Harrison was the first pastor who occu
pied it. In May 1952, “the Little Church by the Side
of the Road," as the church was known, was torn
down in order to build a new structure on the

property. The church furnishings were taken
across the street to the Southgate School, where
the congregation met during the construction of
its new building. The first service in the new sanc
tuary was held April 19, 1953, with Pastor H. K.
Carl presiding. Orie S. Ware, a Masonic Past
Grand Master (see Masons), presided at the
cornerstone-laying ceremony, which was con
ducted by the Newport Masonic Lodge No. 358
on May 17, 1953. When the final payment on the
$120,000 mortgage had been made, in January
1966, the building was formally dedicated as part
of the 60th anniversary of the founding of the

1753, Culpeper Co., Va.; d. August 14, 1836, Owen
Co., Ky). Henry Sparks was one of the family mem
bers of Capt. James Clark's sons and daughters,
who arrived in Owen Co. as early pioneers; the
Clarks, the Marstons, the Smoots, the Sparkses,
the Towles, and the Hancocks. Each of these fami

Church held Sunday school on Sunday afternoons

ing. The building itself was financed by picnics,
lawn fetes, bazaars, and other fundraising activi
ties. The 36-by-40-foot church, designed by archi
tect L. H. Wilson of Newport and costing $8,000,
was dedicated in 1908. The original building had a
sanctuary and two small rooms in the back. Rev.
George Bunton was the first pastor, and William
Theis was the first Sunday school superintendent.

Dave Hatter

SPARKS, HENRY, CORPORAL (b. June 16,

SOUTH HILLS. Perched on a hill above the

in the old two-room school that was located on

vember 11, 1985, 4K.

“South Hills One of Northern Kentucky's Largest De
velopments," KP December 30, 1928, 7.

“Site Is Deeded for M.E. Church,” KP, March 28,

Grace Church. Between 1900 and 1906, the Grace

Elm St. in Southgate. Later, church services were
held at the same location two Sundays each month.
Eventually, a Ladies Aide Society was organized
and money was raised to build a church in South
gate. Shaler Berry donated a lot across from the
Southgate School, and Catherine Wright and her

March 27, 1927, 6.

“Park Hills, Ft. Wright, Lookout Heights Talk More
on Merger." KE, March 21, 1967, 19.
Reis, Jim. “The City They All Seem to Want," KP, No

Dedication Program, 1966. Southgate, Ky., South
gate Methodist Church, 1966.
1907, 5.

SOUTHGATE

1941, 1.

“Historic Spot Converted into Subdivision," KP

lies had received large land grants, and Henry
Sparks owned 1,000 acres along the Kentucky
River north of Monterey. He had earned his land
by serving in the Revolutionary War as a body
guard of Gen. George Washington, whose military
unit was said to be the “flower and pick of the
American army.” Sparks fought at the battles of
Brandywine Creek (September 11, 1777) and Ger
mantown (October 3–4, 1777) in Pennsylvania
and was discharged from military service on Feb
ruary 2, 1778, at Valley Forge, Pa. In 1795 he came
to Kentucky and settled in what is today Owen Co.
He died there in 1836. Sparks was buried at Sparks
Bottom Cemetery near Monterey, his grave site
marked with a military stone. He is one of several
Revolutionary War soldiers who chose to settle in
Owen Co., which was at the time part of the new
American West.

Owen Co., Kentucky. "Henry Sparks." www.rootsweb
.com/~kyowen (accessed June 25, 2007).

SPARTA. The town of Sparta straddles Owen
and Gallatin counties, where Ky. Rts. 467 and 35
intersect. In 1779 Jacob and John Carlock mi

various residences until the South Hills Civic

grated to Kentucky from the Holsten Valley of
Virginia and arrived in the valley on the north
side of Eagle Creek in early summer. They set up
camp at the mouth of the Two-Mile branch of the
creek and began to establish the town that later
became known as Sparta. Accompanying the

Club was built in 1957. The Civic Club also served

Carlock brothers were Dave and John Alcor, Wil

as the city building. South Hills mayors included
A. J. Jung, Royal Clark, George Schulte, and M. A.
Groening.
Nearly all residential, South Hills was a close
knit community that had a community club as
early as 1941 and for many years sponsored an an

liam Swango, and Jacob Walters. Soon there were
creek. By 1804 a gristmill, a tanning business, a
distillery, a mechanic's shop, and shoemakers
were operating in town. By 1806 Enoch Wink
field had opened a storehouse there as well. Those

nual festival and other events at the Civic Club.

who chose to be farmers grew cotton and hemp as

Rumors of annexation and consolidation with

cash crops.

neighboring cities swirled many times between the
early 1940s and the late 1950s, and finally in 1960

Creek was the dividing line between Gallatin and

families of settlers living on both sides of the

When Owen Co. was established in 1819, Eagle

SPEERS MEMORIAL Hospital

Owen counties. The Sparta homes and businesses
established earliest were in Owen Co., in what was

later referred to as Old Sparta. These original set
tlers were dismayed to learn that they had no legal
claim to their land. Several large syndicates (May,
Bannister & Company, the Crosley Company, and
J. Fellows & Company) had purchased the land in
25,000-acre plots and sold sections to other farm
ers, thus preempting the founding settlers land
claims. Some of the displaced original settlers
moved to Missouri or the Northwest, but others

stayed and bought property from the land
syndicates.
The first bridge, built across Eagle Creek in
1851, soon fell because it could not withstand the
amount of traffic that crossed it, and in 1873

George Wagel constructed a second bridge there.
The first church and school at Sparta was that of
Little Hope on Two-Mile Branch. During the early
1870s, a school district was formed in town to serve
students of the area from both Owen and Gallatin

counties. A. D. Mason donated a large lot for the
school building, which came to be called "The Old
Red Schoolhouse." The building also served as a
community center. The Samuel brothers planted
trees, making a portion of the school grounds into
a playground area. In 1875 John T. Hawkins, pas
tor of the Christian Church at New Liberty, led in
the formation of a church at Sparta, in Gallatin Co.
In 1881 the Sparta Baptist Church was built on
property within Owen Co.
The exciting newsofa railroadcoming through
Sparta meant that the residents could have a con
nection to larger cities. Since the old part of town
was surrounded by hills and most of the valley had
been used for businesses and homes, the intended

railroad could not come through Owen Co.; its
path was moved across Eagle Creek into Gallatin
Co. After surveys had been taken and legalities
cleared by the Kentucky legislature, the construc
tion of the Louisville, Cincinnati, and Lexing
ton Railroad began in spring 1867. African

eral merchandise stores, groceries, a fertilizer and
coal company, and a restaurant.
Like many other small communities, both
parts of Sparta have declined. Today, in Old Sparta
there are only homes. The first church building
stands abandoned, but the community uses the

Charles Helm appointed as trustees John Trapp,
Charles Nagel, and Dr. C. B. Schoolfield. The
trustees first met on July 6, 1895, and John Trapp
was chosen president, Dr. Schoolfield vice presi
dent, and Charles Nagel secretary-treasurer. The
hospital was built on the block bounded by Main

church's outside wall to mark water levels of

and Boone Sts. and Fourth and Fifth Aves., at a

floods. It is believed that the decline of the pio
neer side of Sparta (Old Sparta) was due mostly to
the lack of space to build and to the devastating
Eagle Creek floods. With no dam for flood con
trol, this area remains at the mercy of the weather.
The Gallatin Co. section of Sparta now consists of
a service station, a tavern, a general store (known
for its old country hams), and the families who
still call it home. The completion of I-71, just to
the north, during the 1960s, diverted much auto
mobile traffic away from Sparta. Not far away in
Gallatin Co. is the new Kentucky Speedway,
which has a Sparta address. Sparta is one of four
cities in Northern Kentucky that overlap two

cost of $75,000. Anna Sutton washired as hospital
superintendent to oversee the operation of the fa
cility. The trust fund provided money for con
struction of the building and purchase of equip
ment but no operating capital. Construction took
two years, and the facility opened for business on

counties; the others are Jonesville (Owen and
Grant), Germantown (Mason and Bracken), and
Walton (Boone and Kenton).

Historical Society Files, Owen Co. Public Library,
Owenton, Ky.

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky: Standard,
1976.

Doris Riley
SPEERS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL. When a

wealthy Dayton, Ky., resident, Elizabeth L. Speers,
died in August 1894, she bequeathed $100,000 to
construct a hospital in her hometown of Dayton
to be named in memory of her deceased husband.
Charles Speers had made his fortune selling cot
ton during the Civil War. Elizabeth Speer's will
directed the Campbell Co. Circuit Court judge to
appoint three trustees, who would be authorized
to build the hospital and hire the required person
nel. In accordance with those instructions, Judge

American, German, Irish, and Swedish workers

built the twisting, rollercoaster-like rail pathway
through the valleys and hills adjacent to Sparta.
Florian and Atilla Cox had charge of the railroad
depot, which also housed the post office, a store,
the freight department, a waiting room, and offices
for the railway agent and the telegraph operator.
With the building of the depot and its associ
ated businesses came the expansion on the other
side of Eagle Creek in Gallatin Co. that became
known as New Sparta. The Sparta Deposit Bank
opened its doors at New Sparta in 1900, the Sparta
Lumber and manufacturing Company in 1908,
the Standard Oil Company in 1921, and the Stock

º

Yards in 1928.

The Sparta Transfer Company, begun in 1800,
took horses and mules on treks to Owenton and

Warsaw. Its owners, Cox & Company, referred to
their enterprise as the Stage Coach. It was later run
by June Gayle, P. O. Minor, John Thomas, and F.
P. Jacobs. The first silent movies, which were free

and were shown outdoors, began in 1918. Other
businesses opened later in Sparta were the hotel, a
used-car dealership, service stations, taverns, gen
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Speers Memorial Hospital, Dayton, Ky., ca. 1923.

October 10, 1897, with the admission of its first

patient, Carolyn Meyer. The building contained
four hospital wards and 15 private rooms and was
designed by the architectural firm of Crapsey and
Brown (see Charles Crapsey). The hospital staff
was made up of 31 prominent doctors; among
them were J. L. Pythian, C. B. Schoolfield, Frank
H. Southgate, R. W. Thornton, William M. Trues
dell, and Lee C. Wadsworth from Northern Ken

tucky and S. G. Ayres, C. H. Good, Charles M.
Paul, Ed Walker, and W. S. Weaver from Cincin

nati. In 1901 the hospital started a nurses training
program, one of the first in Kentucky. Three years
later, the first class of seven young ladies received
their nursing diplomas, in ceremonies held at the
Dayton High School auditorium (see Dayton
Public Schools).

In 1911 an east wing was added to the hospital,
which provided a children's ward and seven pri
vate rooms. In 1912 the hospital arranged with the
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad to care for its
workers, making it a so-called railroad hospital. In
1924 a residence for student nurses was con

structed at the east end of the property. By 1937
several other additions had been made, which

brought the hospital's capacity to 100 beds, in five
wards and 38 patient rooms. Disasterstruck Speers
Memorial Hospital that year, when floodwaters of
the flood of 1937 entered the basement and the
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SPENCE, BRENT

Hedlund, Richard. "Brent Spence and the Bretton

first floor. All patients had to be moved to other
sites, including Dayton High School, the Poplar

Woods Legislation, RKHS79(Winter 1981):40–56.
The Honorable Brent Spence. Newport, Ky: Otto
Printing, 1996.

Street School in Bellevue, and the Cote Brilliante

School in Newport. The flood ruined some of the
hospital's equipment and caused considerable
damage to the building, forcing a complete reno
vation. Funds for the work came from a campaign
launched by the Campbell Co. Chamber of Com
merce (see Northern Kentucky Chamber of
Commerce). In 1938 a number of prominent phy
sicians lectured at the hospital. The speakers in
cluded the world-renowned brain surgeon Dr.
Frank Mayfield and the developer of the first live
polio vaccine, Dr. Albert Sabin.
As the Speers Memorial Hospital and its equip
ment aged, the finances were not available to up
grade properly and maintain the facility. A num
ber of fundraisers were held in an attempt to save
the hospital, buttonoavail. In the late 1940s, seven
area doctors sought voter approval of a $1 million
bond issue to build a new, larger, more modern
hospital in Campbell Co. Voters approved the re
quest, and in 1954 St. Luke Hospital was built in
Fort Thomas. The new hospital facility was out of
the flood district, was more centrally located, and
had room for expansion. Speers Memorial Hospi
tal ceased operations in 1973, when St. Elizabeth
Hospital of Covington acquired it. The Speers hos
pital building remained vacant until 1979, when
the King Wrecking Company tore the structure
down. A senior citizens' housing development was
builton the site in 1983. The Speers Memorial Hos
pital was the second hospital in Campbell Co. (the

medical facility at the Newport Barracks was the
first) and the third in Northern Kentucky. Some
instruments and items of equipment from Speers
were saved and placed on display in a medical mu
seum at St. Luke Hospital in Fort Thomas. In 2006
the museum was moved to the Campbell Co. His
torical and Genealogical Society's office in
Alexandria.

"Demolition Begins at Speers." KP, October 18,
1978, 7.K.

"Like an Old Friend, Speers Hospital Is Dying." KP
July 26, 1973,8K.
Poweleit, Alvin C. A Medical History of Campbell

and Kenton Counties. Cincinnati: Campbell
Kenton Co. Medical Society, 1970.
Reis, Jim. "Wealthy Widow's Gift Led to Campbell's
First Hospital." KPDecember 21, 1998,4K.
SPENCE, BRENT (b. December 24, 1874, New

port, Ky., d. September 18, 1967. Fort Thomas, Ky.)
Brent Spence, a lawyer and a long-term legislator,
was the son of Col. Philip Brent Spence, a Confed
erate cavalry officer, and Virginia Berry Spence.
He was also a nephew of Albert Seaton Berry,
founder of Bellevue, Ky., a grandson of James
Berry, founder of Jamestown, Ky., and a great
grandson of Washington Berry and Alice
Thornton Taylor, sister of James Taylor Jr.,
founder of Newport. Spence's education was in lo
cal public schools and at the University of Cincin
nati Law School, where he graduated in 1895. He
was admitted to the bar that same year and joined

Purvis, Thomas, L., ed. Newport, Kentucky, a Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky: Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

Reis, Jim. "Brent Spence, the Man," KP, August 5,
2005, 4K.

Jack Wessling

Brent Spence, ca. 1940.

SPERTI, GEORGESPERI(b. January 17, 1900,
Covington, Ky; d. April 29, 1991, Covington, Ky).
Inventor and scientist George Speri Sperti was
the son of George A. and Caroline Speri Sperti,
Italian immigrants. He was educated in the Cov
ington public schools, including the old Coving
ton High School, and he graduated from the Uni
versity of Cincinnati College of Engineering in
1923. While stilla college student, Sperti invented
a utility meter for which General Electric paid
him $30,000, making the young inventor a celeb
rity in the field of invention. Sperti held the first

patent for fluorescent lights and developed the
the law firm of his uncle Albert S. Berry. Spence
was a Kentucky state senator from 1904 until 1908
and city solicitor of Newport from 1916 until
In 1920 he married Ida Billerman, and the cou

Sperti Sunlamp. In 1925 he became the director
of the University of Cincinnati's Basic Science
Research Laboratory.
During the Great Depression, Spertileft the
University of Cincinnati, and in 1935 he co

ple had no children. Spence, a Democrat, ran for
the U.S. House of Representatives in the Sixth Dis

Thomas Institute) in Cincinnati with Archbishop

1924.

founded the Institutum Divi Thomae (the St.

trict in 1928 but lost. In 1930 he was elected to the

John T. McNicolas. The St.Thomas Institute,asmall

first of 16 consecutive terms in the U.S. House,

doctorate-granting research institute, was orga

serving from March 4, 1931, until January 3, 1963.
In Congress he earned a reputation as a strong.lib.
eral leader. He became a staunch supporter of

nized as an old-fashioned institute of higher learn
ing, with students and teachers living and working

President Franklin D. Roosevelt (1933–1945) and

his policies during the Great Depression. As a
longtime chairman of the powerful Committee on
Banking and Currency of the U.S House, Spence
was a delegate to the Bretton Woods conference in
1944. He guided the House passage of the Bretton
Woods Agreement, which allowed U.S. participa
tion in the International Monetary Fund and the
International Bank. Spence also used his influence
to get the federal government to finance construc
tion of the Greater Cincinnati Airport (now the
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Interna

on campus. However, Sperti himself never lived on
campus, preferring to remain on his farm near Bur
lington, Ky. In 1936 Pope Paul XI appointed Sperti
to the Pontifical Academy of Sciences.
Sperti's research at the St. Thomas Institute
helped develop such world-famous products as
Sperti Ointment burn salve and Preparation H
hemorrhoid cream. As a researcher and inventor,

he developed products and processes used in the
food and drug industry, in electronic and radia
tion devices, and in cosmetics. He searched for a

cure for cancer much of his life and pioneered can
cer research at the St. Thomas Institute. For finan

tional Airport) in Boone Co., which contributed

cial reasons, the institute stopped granting degrees

greatly to the economic growth of the Northern
Kentucky region. Other projects he championed
were bonuses for World War I veterans, public
housing for low-income families, the Internal
Revenue Service Center in Covington, and the
construction of floodwalls in Covington, New
port, and Maysville. Spence retired from the U.S.
House of Representatives in 1962, at age 88. When
the new I-75 bridge between Covington and Cin
cinnati was opened in 1963, it was named in his
honor (see Brent Spence Bridge). He died at age
92 and was buried in Evergreen Cemetery in
Southgate.

in 1987, but research there continued.

Biographical Directory of the United States Congress.
"Spence, Brent." http://bioguide.congress.gov (ac
cessed November 22, 2005).

Sperti died in 1991 and was buried in St.
Mary Cemetery in Fort Mitchell. He had never
married. Following his death, the St. Thomas In
stitute campus was sold and the proceeds desig
nated for scholarships at Thomas More College
and the College of Mount St. Joseph in Cincin
nati. Sperti's farm in Boone Co. became a nature
preserve.
DeVroomen, Sasha. "Thomas More Gets Gift from

Sperti," KP. May 31, 1991,2K.

Harden, Crystal. "George Sperti, Scientist and Inven
tor, Dead at 91, KPApril 30, 1991, IK.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
William S. Bryant

STAFFORDSBURG

SPHAR BRICK COMPANY. The Sphar Brick
Company, located about two miles from Maysville,
near the Ohio River in Mason Co., was established

by A. C. Sphar, who also started the Maysville
Brick Company. The Maysville Daily Indepen
dent reported in 1935 that the company was orga
nized in 1904. However, according to other
sources, it may have begun as early as 1878. At least
during 1906–1908, the Sphar Brick Company and
the Maysville Brick Company were operating at
the same time.

The Sphar Brick Company was incorporated
in July 1912 by A.S. Clark, H.T. Miles, E. A. Rob
inson, A. C. Sphar, E. S. Sphar, and W. N. Stock
ton. Sphar and his wife, who together owned 387
of the 500 shares, controlled the company. The
capital stock of the corporation was $50,000, di
vided into shares valued at $100 each. A. C. Sphar
was president and H. T. Miles was secretary and
treasurer. After Sphar died in 1920, A. S. Clark
and H. T. Miles assumed ownership of the
company.

In 1908 the company had five rectangular brick
kilns, a drying shed, two sorting sheds, a structure
for storingbricks and hay, a corn crib, an oil house,
a polishing house, an office, a brick machine with
an 85-horsepower engine, and a water tank. The
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad provided
transportation for the brickyard. By 1914, addi
tions to the property included two large brick kilns
and a second drying shed, and by 1926 a small hot
air drying shed and a new brick machine had been
added.

By 1922 the Sphar Brick Company had a large
and well-equipped modern brickyard. Heinrich
Ries described Sphar’s operation as follows: “Clay
was excavated with a steam shovel, loaded into

dump cars, and hauled to sheds. A brick machine
was used to produce 30,000 to 45,000 pressed
bricks per day. Tunnel dryers were employed to dry
the bricks prior to firing. Seven rectangular kilns,
including five downdraft and two up-draft kilns,
were used to fire the bricks." The company later
produced a wire-cut "Face Building Brick" in
smooth and rough textures. Ries noted that the
bricks were a good red color, usually a deep or dark
red; textured bricks were fired to different shades

of red. Sphar bricks were sold in Kentucky and
other states, almost exclusively through dealers.
The company used the Sphar brand name on its
bricks.

The Sphar Brick Company's corporate status
expired on July 15, 1937. In December 1955, a new
corporation with the same name was incorporated
by F. H. Peters and Mrs. M. R. Peters of Dayton,
Ohio, with 15,000 shares of stock without par
value. F. H. Peters was president; the company em
ployed 35 men in 1955–1956, had 40 employees in
1957–1958, and had 35 employees in 1959–1960.
The company closed sometime between 1959 and
1961.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 23181, for the year
1920.

Ries, Heinrich. The Clay Deposits of Kentucky: An
Economic Consideration of the Pottery, Brick,

and Tile Clays, Fire Clays, and Shales of Ken

tucky, with Notes on their Industrial Develop
ment. Series 6, vol. 2. Frankfort. Kentucky Geo
logical Survey, 1922.
The Spirit of Greater Maysville & Mason County
Maysville, Ky: Daily Independent, 1935.
Charles D. Hockensmith

SPILMAN, FRANCIS “FRANK” (b. 1756,
King George Co., Va.; d. September 22, 1828, Alex
andria, Ky). Frank Spilman, a Revolutionary
War veteran, a civic leader, a humanitarian, and

the founder of the city of Alexandria, Ky., came to
the highlands of central Campbell Co. in 1796. He
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the park are scenic overlooks, ponds, 40 acres of
native grasses, more than 10 different species of na
tive trees, a four-acre wetland, and wildlife water

ing holes. By 2005 more than 4,500 visitors had
experienced this unique outdoor center for educa
tional and scientific research. Split Rock works
with local cultural, historical, and scientific orga
nizations to enhance and expand its conservation
mission.

"Conservation Field Day," KP September 7, 2005,2K.
Jacobs, Mark. Interview by Gabrielle Summe, March
26, 2006, Petersburg, Ky. Jacobs is executive direc
tor of Split Rock Conservation Park.

Uhde, Andrea. “Rock Solid Treasure,” KP May 24,
named the town he founded after the one he had
2002, 1K.

left in Virginia. During the Revolutionary War,

Spilman served as a sergeant in the Virginia Cav

Wildlife Conservation Kentucky. “Split Rock." www
splitrockpark.org (accessed April 1, 2006).

alry and later served with Gen. George Rogers
Clark. According to Spilman family tradition,

Gabrielle Summe

Spilman met his wife Rebecca by honoring the re
quest of a dying soldier. While he was serving in
the army, a buddy named Mumford, when near
death from a battle wound, asked Spilman to take
care of his wife Rebecca. Spilman married her in
1786, and the couple had eight children. Spilman
was a shoe and boot maker by trade, but in his new
town of Alexandria, he became a civic leader, serv

ing as justice of the peace, county commissioner,
and road surveyor. In 1819 he donated 12 acres of
land on which to construct public buildings and
had the town lots platted. After his close friends
Benjamin and Jeannette Beall died, Spilman raised
their two infant sons. He was a strong advocate of
education and each day took children to the Wal
nut Hills Academy in Cold Spring, which was
the finest school in the area. The original Spilman
log cabin was located just north of where the First
Baptist Church now sits. Spilman died in 1803 and
was buried in the Spilman Family Cemetery, next
to the church.

Wessling, Jack. Early History of Campbell County.

Alexandria, Ky. Self-published, 1997.
Jack Wessling
SPLIT ROCK CONSERVATION PARK. Split
Rock Conservation Park at Petersburg in Boone
Co., more commonly known as Split Rock, is a
unique outdoor conservation education facility. It
was opened to the public, on a limited basis, in
spring 2002 by Wildlife Conservation Kentucky
Inc., whose mission is to address the conservation

issues in the Northern Kentucky area. Split Rock is
a 165-acre park located at the confluence of the
Ohio River and Woolper Creek. The highlight of
the park is the geologically significant formation
known as Split Rock, a conglomerate formed by
an Illinoian glacier some 132,000 to 300,000 years
ago. The park offers educational programs on the
archaeology, the ecology, the geology, and the his
tory of the area, including evidence ofearly human
habitation at Split Rock. All education programs
stress the need for visitors to conserve these valu

able local resources for the community while ex
ploring the park's two miles of trails. Included in

SQUIRESVILLE. Squiresville in Owen Co. is
five and a half miles west of Owenton along Ky, Rt.
1982. The village of Squiresville reportedly derived
its name from the number of squires and magis
trates who once lived there. Within the common

wealth of Kentucky, anyone who becomes a squire
or a magistrate can use the title for life. Local sur
names such as Montgomery, Nuttall, Burke, Long,
and Bibb were common in the village. A post office
existed there from 1871 to 1903. For many years,
there was a school at Squiresville. The town was the
boyhood home of Gen. Gerald “Jerry” Walter
Johnson, an ace fighter pilot of World War II
who rose in his military service career to become
the U.S. Air Force inspector general. It was also the
home of Richard C. Arnold, MD. Arnold, a ca

reer U.S. Public Health Service employee, revolu
tionized the treatment of syphilis by demonstrat
ing the effectiveness of penicillin as a therapeutic
agent. At the Squiresville Cemetery are the graves
of Rena Lusby Yancey, an Owen Co. poet and
historian, and members of her family. Rena Yancey
was the author of Kentucky Trails (1957), a book
of poems.
Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,
1976.

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1984.
STAFFORDSBURG. Staffordsburg is a small
Kenton Co. community located southeast of Inde
pendence. It is flanked by White's Tower to the

west and Visalia to the east. Like many communi
ties with their roots in the early 1800s, this small
town developed around the need for a place for
local residents to worship. In 1877 Rev. J.W. Hughes,
later instrumental in the forming of Asbury Col
lege at Wilmore, held services at Staffordsburg in a
small school building. A year later, a one-fourth
acre piece of land owned by W. W. Coleman was
conveyed to be the building site for the new
Ebenezer Methodist Church. Although two general
stores, a school, and a blacksmith's shop were al
ready present, it was only after the church's arrival
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that a true sense of community was formed. The
church has been renovated many times over the
years, most extensively in 1959. At that time a full

Stein, Jerry, and T. C. Brown, “Church to Become
‘Stained-Glassed Theatre,’” KP, June 2, 1987, IB.

Judy L. Neff

basement was added, as well as brick veneer on the

exterior, a choir loft, a new organ, and new pews
from the dismantled Holy Guardian Angels Cath
olic Church located at the bottom of the Dudley
Turnpike in Sanfordtown. Today, the general stores
and the blacksmith's shop are long gone, but the

STALLMEYER, SISTER MARGARET (b. Au

young, and he married his second wife, Cecelia
gust 18, 1946, Dayton, Ky.) Sister Margaret
Stallmeyer, C.D.P., became the 13th president of
Thomas More College on December 15, 2004.
She came to Thomas More from the convent of the

church thrives as the center of the small rural

community.
“Kenton County–Staffordsburg," DC, August 17,
1983, 2.

“Staffordsburg Church Celebrates Centennial," Ad
vertiser, August 17, 1983, 4.

Staffordsburg United Methodist Church. Centennial
Directory,

1878–1978.

Staffordsburg,

Ky:

Staffordsburg United Methodist Church, 1978.
Robert D. Webster

STAINED GLASS THEATRE. The Stained

Sisters of Divine Providence in Melbourne, Ky.
Sister Margaret was born in Dayton, Ky., to Robert
T. and Ruth Newman Stallmeyer. She joined the
Congregation of Divine Providence in 1962 and
took her vows in 1970. She received a BA in math

ematics and secondary education from Thomas
More College in 1968, an MEd from Xavier Uni
versity in Cincinnati in 1972, and a degreein canon
law from the Catholic University of America,
Washington, D.C., in 1987. Sister Margaret worked
as an educator and administrator in two high
schools in the Diocese of Covington for two de
cades. She served from 1988 to 1994 as tribunal

Glass Theatre began in 1987, when a community
theater group moved into the building at 802 York
St. in Newport that for more than a century had
been home to the Salem United Methodist

Church. The 19th-century church was designed
by Samuel Hannaford and Sons. The Salem
United Methodist Church was dedicated in 1883,

director and judge for the Diocese of Lexington.
From 2001 through 2003 she was a member of the
Board of Governors of the Canon Law Society of
America. Sister Margaret also has considerable fi
nancial knowledge. She served as treasurer for the
Sisters of Divine Providence for 10 years, from
1994 to 2004, and was on the Thomas More Col

when the congregation was made up of German
Methodists. After a 1986 tornado left major stee
ple and roof damage, repair of the badly dam

aged building was financially unrealistic for the
church's active membership of fewer than 50.
Therefore, the Salem United Methodist Church

merged with Grace United Methodist Church
in Newport and put the grand building up for
sale.

Footlighters Inc., a nonprofit community the
ater organization established in 1963, purchased
the building for $65,000. The group had previ
ously performed at local high school auditoriums

lege Board of Trustees from 1998 to 2004 and on
the St. Elizabeth Medical Center board from

1996 to 2005, the last four as chairperson.
She is an active member of numerous profes
sional organizations, including the American As
sociation of Colleges and Universities, the Council
of Independent Colleges, the Association of Inde
pendent Kentucky Colleges and Universities, the
Greater Cincinnati Consortium of Colleges and
Universities, and the Canon Law Society of Amer
ica. Her involvement in the Greater Cincinnati and

toric structure from a church into a theater. The

Northern Kentucky area includes board member
ship on the Northern Kentucky Chamber of
Commerce and membership on the leadership
team for Vision 2015, a contemporary planning ef.
fort for Northern Kentucky.

first floor was made into a 75-seat theater, and a

“Thomas More Adds Five Trustees," KE, October 4,

and at Westwood Town Hall in Cincinnati. After

purchasing the marred yet extraordinary build
ing, Footlighters proceeded to convert the his

second-floor theater with 162 seats opened in
1991. The continuing renovation efforts at the
Stained Glass Theatre have been supported by
other community organizations: the Edgecliff
College Theatre in Ohio donated lighting and
seating, and Cincinnati's WCPO-TV donated ad
ditional lighting equipment in 2004. Opening
season for the Stained Glass Theatre in 1988 fea

tured a performance of A Funny Thing Hap
pened on the Way to the Forum. Performances
since then have included The Secret Garden,

South Pacific, Gypsy, and West Side Story. The
building is listed on the National Register of His
toric Places.
Franzen, Gene. “Tornado Ended Church Function,"
CE, November 5, 2000, B1.

Reis, Jim. “Historic Salem Church Now Used as The
ater," KP, August 13, 2001, 4K.

mit persons under age 2] to practice law. So he
worked under another attorney until 1824, before
establishing his own law practice. About 1825 he
married Frances Beecher, and they had three chil
dren. His wife died when the children were quite

1998, C1D.

Bond. Stanbery soon distinguished himself as an
attorney; in 1846 he was appointed Ohio's first at
torney general. He spent the next five years in Co
lumbus, where in 1850 he helped draft Ohio's con
stitution. When his term in office ended, he
returned to Zanesville. In 1856 he arrived in Cin

cinnati and the next year moved across the Ohio
River to the District of the Highlands (now Fort
Thomas) in Campbell Co. In 1866 he drafted the
paperwork to incorporate that town, which was
approved by the state in 1867. President Andrew
Johnson (1865–1869) appointed Stanbery as the
U.S. attorney general in 1866. When the U.S.
House of Representatives voted to impeach John
son on February 24, 1868, Stanbery resigned as at
torney general to serve as the lead attorney for the
president's defense. The trial caused him so much
anguish that he soon became ill and had to relin
quish his duties. When the impeachment vote
failed, President Johnson attempted to return
Stanbery to his former position as attorney gen
eral; however, the U.S. Senate would not approve
his reappointment. Stanbery returned to his home
in Kentucky and invested in local real estate. His
eyesight slowly began to fail, and in 1880 he went to
New York City for an operation, in an attempt to
regain his sight. He died there in 1881. His body
was returned to Cincinnati for burial at that city's
Spring Grove Cemetery. Today's Stanbery Ridge
Rd. in Fort Thomas is on the site of Stanbery's
farm.

Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincinnati:
J. M. Armstrong, 1878.
Greve, Charles Theodore. Centennial History of
Cincinnati and Representative Citizens. Vol. 2.
Chicago: Biographical Publishing, 1904.
Rim, Jim. Pieces of the Past. Vol. 2. Covington:
Kentucky Post, 1991.

STANLEY, BEUFORD E. (b. February 13, 1914,
near Williamstown, Ky; d. March 21, 1995, Cin
cinnati, Ohio). Funeral director Beuford Elwood

“Thomas More Announces 13th President, SC, De
cember 19, 2004, 2A.

Stanley was the youngest of three children born to
William Saul and Elizabeth Ellen Lawrence Stan

“Stallmeyer Inaugurated—68 Graduate is 2nd
Woman President." KE, April 30, 2005, 1A.

Kelly Marsh
STANBERY, HENRY(b. February 20, 1803, New
York City; d. June 26, 1881, New York City). U.S.
attorney general Henry Stanbery, the son of physi
cian Dr. Jonas Stanbery, moved with his family to
Zanesville, Ohio, at age 11. He entered Washing
ton College (later named Washington and Jeffer
son College) in Washington, Pa., at age 12 and
graduated four years later. He began the study of
law in Zanesville and was admitted to the bar in

1821. At that time he attempted to open his own
office but soon learned that Ohio law did not per

ley. His father, a farmer and a building contractor,
moved his family to Independence, Ky., and later
to Covington, where Beuford graduated from
Holmes High School in 1932. He chose his life
long profession of funeral directing and embalm
ing with the encouragement of his sister. After
graduating from the Melton School of Embalming
in Louisville and passing his examinations, he be
came a state-licensed embalmer and funeral direc

tor at the youngest eligible age of 21.
Stanley's 60-year career as a funeral director
and embalmer began when he was employed by
O. P. Elliston in Williamstown; he purchased the
funeral business from Elliston at the age of 23, in
1937. In 1939 Stanley married Frances Rae Clink

STEAMBOAT DISASTERS

scales, and together they served Northern Ken
tucky as owners of the Elliston-Stanley Funeral
Home.

Stanley's life was characterized as one of com
passionate service to others, not only in his chosen
profession, but also as a charter member and presi
dent of the Williamstown Rotary Club and the
Williamstown Kiwanis and as a 16-year member
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Henry T. Stanton. His most famous poem was
"The Moneyless Man." He had one novel to his
credit, the 1889 work A Graduate of Paris. Stan
ton died in Frankfort in 1898 and was buried at

the Frankfort Cemetery.
Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincin
nati: J. M. Armstrong, 1878.

Browning, M.Carmel. Kentucky Authors: A History

of the Williamstown Board of Education, which he

of Kentucky Literature. Evansville, Ind: Keller

chaired from 1970 to 1972. He was a longtime
member of the Williamstown Baptist Church,
where he served on the church's building commit.

Crescent, 1968.

Thomas S. Ward

tee. He was a member of the first board of directors

of Parkview Manor Apartments, a public housing
project for senior citizens sponsored by his church,
a 50-year member of the Masonic Lodge (see Ma
sons) and Order of the Eastern Star, and a long
time member of the Shrine and Scottish Rite.

Stanley's legacy of service remains as his wife
and two sons, Michael and Dennis Stanley, along
with grandsons Patrick and Douglas Stanley, con
tinue to operate Stanley Funeral Homes in Wil
liamstown, Crittenden, and Verona, Ky. In 2006
they observed the 125th anniversary of the found
ingofthe business.
Baker-Nantz, Jamie. "Friends Recall Stanley's Life."
Grant County News, March 30, 1995, 1.
"Beuford E. Stanley." CP, March 22, 1995.9A.
Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky:Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.

Stanley, Frances Clinkscales. Interview by William Mi
chael Stanley, March 18, 2006, Williamstown, Ky.
William Michael Stanley
STANTON, HENRY T. (b. June 30, 1834, Alex

andria, Va.; d. May 9, 1898, Frankfort, Ky.) Poet
Henry T. Stanton, the son of Richard Henry Stan
ton, a U.S. congressman from Kentucky, and
Asenath Throop, moved to Maysville, Ky., with
his family at age two. As a young person he devel
oped an interest in poetry. He attended the
Maysville Seminary (Maysville Academy) and
later was admitted to the U.S. Military Academy
at West Point, N.Y., but did not graduate. He mar
ried Martha R. Lindsey on June 4, 1856. Shortly
after the Civil War began, Stanton enlisted in
the 5th Kentucky Confederate Regiment and
served as captain in Company B. During the war
he held the position of assistant adjutant-general
on the staffs of three different commanders: Gen.

John S. Williams, Col. Henry L. Giltner, and Gen.
John Echols, under whom he was promoted to
major. He also served under fellow Kentuckians
Gen. John C. Breckinridge and Gen. John Hunt
Morgan. At the war's conclusion, Stanton re
turned to Maysville and became editor of the
Maysville Bulletin, continuing until 1870. He
moved to Frankfort in that year to become chief
assistant in the office of the state commissioner of

insurance. He continued to write poetry, and
some of his poems appeared in newspapers and
periodicals. Several volumes of his poetry were
published, two of them posthumously: Poems of
the Confederacy and The Poetical Works of

STANTON, RICHARD (b. September 9, 1812,
Alexandria, Va.; d. March 20, 1891, Maysville, Ky.)
Richard H. Stanton, alawyer, a judge, anewspaper
man, and a U.S. congressman, was the son of Rich
ard and Harriet Perry Stanton. He arrived in
Maysville, Ky., in 1835 and served as the editor of
the Maysville Monitor until 1841. In 1839 he was
admitted to the Kentucky bar, in 1845 he became
the postmaster of Maysville, and in 1849 he was
elected to the U.S. Congress, serving three terms.
During the Civil War, he was arrested by Gen.
William “Bull” Nelson for his pro-Southern
stance, reportedly for his advocacy of Kentucky's
secession from the Union. This action encouraged
many of his Maysville friends to join the Confed
erate side. Stanton signed an oath of allegiance to
the Union cause and was released.

Larry Staverman.

Royals. He was a six-foot-seven forward who
played professionally for five years with the Roy
als, the Chicago Zephyrs/Baltimore Bullets, and
the Detroit Pistons.

While an assistant at Notre Dame University
in South Bend, Ind., Staverman was selected as the
first coach of the American Basketball Associa
tion's Indiana Pacers in 1967 and served in the

In Maysville, Stanton resided at the northwest

same capacity with the NBA's Kansas City Kings in
1978. For 15 years he was the superintendent of the

corner of Walnut and Front Sts., in a home that

old Cleveland Stadium in Cleveland, Ohio, and

burned down in 1897. He retired from the practice
of law in 1885 after serving as a district judge in
Mason Co. He married a Miss Throop in Alexan
dria, Va., in 1833 and was the father of Henry T.
Stanton, the poet laureate of Kentucky. He died in
1891 in Maysville and was buried at the Maysville
Cemetery.

later helped to build the new multipurpose sta
dium downtown in Nashville, Tenn. He died in

2007 and is buried in Mother of God Cemetery in
Covington.
"Larry Staverman." www.wikipedia.org (accessed
January 5, 2007).

"Our Larry Leader of Kings," KP January 10, 1978,
9K.

Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincinnati:
J. M. Armstrong, 1878.
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. Maysville, Kentucky:

From Past to Present in Pictures. Maysville, Ky.

Staverman, Larry Telephone interview by Michael R.
Sweeney, January 9, 2007.
"Staverman New King's Assistant," KP December 15,
1977,27K.

Mason Co. Museum, 1983.

Michael R. Sweeney
Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason
County. Lexington, Ky:Transylvania, 1936.
STEAMBOAT DISASTERS. The first steam

Michael R. Sweeney
STAVERMAN, LARRY (b. October 11, 1936,

Cincinnati, Ohio; d. July 12, 2007, Edgewood,
Ky). Larry Joseph Staverman was the first basket
ball player to come out of Newport Catholic High
School (see Newport Central Catholic High
School) and play in the National Basketball As
sociation (NBA). He was the son of Matthew and

Loretta Siemer Staverman. He grew up in Cov
ington but attended high school in Newport. Al
though best known as a basketball player, he was
also an accomplished baseball pitcher, playing
both sports for legendary coach Jim Connor at
Newport Catholic High School. Staverman was a
member of the class of 1954. He went on to gradu
ate from Villa Madonna College (see Thomas
More College) in 1958 and was drafted in the
NBA's ninth round that year by the Cincinnati

boat appeared on the Ohio River in 1811, when the
New Orleans came through on its way to New Or.
leans. Although the new invention represented a
huge advance in transportation, it carried serious
risks. The elements were unpredictable; the equip
ment used, such as the boilers and the gauges, was
relatively primitive; and the operators of early
steam vessels often lacked necessaryknowledge or
caution. The average life of a steamboat in the 19th
century was approximately four years. While na
ture provided hazards in the form of snags, ice, fog,
and high and low river levels, manmade disasters
such as explosions, collisions, and fire (which often
occurred during racing) were among the reasons
vessels—and many lives—were lost.
Steam packets carrying cargo and passengers
grew in popularity. As business developed, pres
sures such as cargo and passenger deadlines grew
as well and could encourage risk-taking. Voyages
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were undertaken even when the water level was

Weather-Related Incidents

low, exposing the packet and its contents to special
hazards. During the late 1840s, bulk cargo carriers
in the form of steam towboats made their appear
ance, and after the Civil War they began to sup
plant the packet trade. Far fewer towboats were
lost, for many reasons. Business was much less
pressing for bulk cargo than for passenger and
miscellaneous cargo transport. Steam towboats,
like their modern propeller-driven diesel descen

Helen Mar, ice, Maysville, February 24, 1855,

dants, were generally under contractual obligation
to one or more parties simply to deliver their car
goes intact, and thus did not fall victim to acci
dents caused by speed or racing. The towboats'
heavier machinery called for stronger hulls and
adequate bracing, which in turn required a greater
depth of hold. Before channel improvements were
made in the early 20th century (See Ohio River
Navigation), the river was shallower, and tow
boats frequently were laid up during low-water

raised and returned to service

Albertine, Flag, Madonna, and Salem, ice, Cov
ington, February 24, 1856
Washington, ice, Covington, February 1867
C.T. Dumont, tornado, Warsaw (Ky.) wharfboat,
August 19, 1867
Champion No. 6 (towboat), below Cincinnati, De
cember 12, 1869; later returned to service

unless identified otherwise, and all the vessels were

lost except the few noted otherwise.

1830

Redstone, Carrollton wharf while racing with
Wild Wagoner, April 2, 1852
Raven (towboat), Covington, April 5, 1870, raised
and returned to service

Phantom, Brooks Bar above Maysville, while rac
ing with Handy, June 28, 1881

Polander and Hornet, opposite Cincinnati, Ohio,
April 19, 1832
Brooklyn and Confidence, Big Bone Island, No
vember 6, 1849

Brooklyn (towboat) and Scioto, Augusta, 1853
John C. Fremont and Switzerland, near Ghent,

January 1855, both returned to service
Kentucky Home and Telegraph No. 3, Sugar
Creek Bend, July 30, 1855, returned to service
Lady Walton and Norman, one mile above War
saw, August 2, 1864
Highland Chief rammed by Major Anderson,
two miles above Ghent, August 18, 1864
C.T. Dumont and Tom Rees (towboat), Big Bone
Island, December 14, 1865, both returned to ser

Margaret (towboat), capsized near Maysville, De
Helper (towboat), capsized in Cincinnati harbor,
March 16, 1922, raised and returned to service

Etna, ice, opposite Ripley, Ohio, January 12, 1879,
raised and returned to service

Al Martin (towboat), ice, Carrollton, December

W.H. Warwick (towboat), sank above Dam 36,
November 1923, and burned while sunk, No
vember 27, 1923

1903

Sallie Marmet (towboat), sank above Lock No. 36,

Big Kanawha, ice, Maysville, 1906
Hattie Brown, windstorm, Carrollton, March
1915

Princess, ice, mouth of Kentucky River, Carroll

August 1925, raised and returned to service
Calvin B. Beach (towboat), sank on bar opposite
Higginsport, Ohio, January 8, 1938, raised and
returned to service

ton, January 1918
Fire

Circassian and Trenton, Maysville, February 27,

G.W. McBride (towboat), struck the L&N Bridge
at Newport and capsized, February 22, 1942
Omar (towboat), sank at mouth of Licking River,
May 22, 1948, raised and returned to service

1848

5, 1856

Chiefoſ Engineers, U.S. Army, comp. The Ohio River,
1934, Washington, D.C.: Government Printing
Office, 1935.

Henry A. Jones, one mile below Augusta, Febru
Lloyd, James T. Lloyd's Steamboat Directory, and
ary 27, 1858

Andy Fulton, Carrollton, July 29, 1861
Bostona No. 3, Maysville (Ky.) wharf boat, Octo
ber 8, 1866

D.M. Sechler, Carrollton, December 4, 1868
Uncle Sam (towboat), Carrollton, October 17,
1914

Laurance, Maysville, 1930, rebuilt and returned to
Service

Collisions

vember 9, 1917
cember 18, 1920, raised and rebuilt

December 1869

Belle Quigley and Vermont, Carrollton, February
Boiler Explosions
Union, below Big Bone Island, December 2, 1826
Tally-ho, Dover Landing above Augusta, May 1,

Moscow, Ohio, October 15, 1889

W.F. Nisbet, sank at Wellsburg, in Bracken Co.,
January 1, 1900
Fulton (towboat), capsized beneath Central Bridge,
Newport, July 7, 1915
Jim Wood No. 2 (towboat), sank after striking pier
at Lock and Dam No. 33 above Maysville, No

Swallow, snowstorm, two miles below Covington,

season. As a result the life of their hulls and ma

chinery was prolonged.
The Northern Kentucky shore between
Maysville and Carrollton was the scene of many
disasters. In the lists below, the boats are packets

Minnie Bay, sank on Kentucky shore opposite

Disasters on the Western Waters. Cincinnati:

James T. Lloyd, 1856. Lithographed (Cincinnati.
Young and Klein, 1979).
Lytle, William M., and Forrest R. Holdcamper, comp.
Merchant Steam Vessels of the United States,
1790–1868, Supplement No. 1. Ed. C. Bradford
Mitchell. Staten Island, N.Y.: Steamship Historical
Society of America, 1978.

Way, Frederick, Jr., comp. Way's Packet Directory,
1848–1994. Athens: Ohio Univ. Press, 1994.

Way, Frederick, Jr., and Joseph W. Rutter, comps.
Ohio (ferryboat), Carrollton, May 15, 1936, rebuilt
and returned to service

Way's Steam Towboat Directory. Athens: Ohio
Univ. Press, 1990.

A.C. Ingersoll Jr. (towboat), one mile above the
Tietzville Light, August 23, 1940
John J. Kelly (towboat), near Rabbit Hash, August
29, 1958

Captain Hook's (floating restaurant, originally
the towboat Destrehan), Covington, October
14, 1971

Miscellaneous Disasters

Metropolis, sank at Sugar Creek near Warsaw, De
cember 26, 1858

Tiger (towboat), struck Kirby's Rock on Kentucky
shore at Mile 500, June 7, 1864, raised and re

Barbara Huffman
STEINFELDT, HARRY A. (b. September 29,
1877, St. Louis, Mo.; d. August 17, 1914, Bellevue,
Ky). Major league baseball player Harry Albert
Steinfeldt was the son of Henry and Charlottte
Todde Steinfeldt. The family moved to Bellevue,
Ky., when Harry was a young boy. There, he met
and married a local girl, Myrtle Lockwood, and
they took up residence at 220 Ward Ave. in Belle
vue. The couple had one child, a daughter. Stein
feldt began his big league career as a right-handed
batting and throwing infielder/outfielder with the
1898 Cincinnati Reds. His best season with Cin

turned to service
cinnati was in 1903, when he batted .312 and bat

Vice

America and United States, Rayls Landing near
Warsaw, December 4, 1868

Henry M. Stanley and Joseph Walton (tow
boat), Rabbit Hash, sinking the latter, April 4,
1900

Cincinnati and Belfont (diesel sternwheeler tow
boat), below Carrollton, May 24, 1928

Arrow (towboat), capsized opposite Aurora, Ind.,
December 14, 1865, raised and returned to ser
vice

National, retired and wrecked by high water at
Covington wharf, October 1873
Wildwood, sank at Augusta, ca. 1880
Bengal Tiger (towboat), wrecked against bridges
near Covington, April 1883, returned to service

ted in 83 runs. He played with the Reds for seven
seasons before being traded to the National
League's Chicago Cubs in 1906. Steinfeldt played
third base for the Cubs, on the team that had the

famous double-play combination of Tinkers,
Evers, and Chance. That Chicago team played in
the World Series in 1906, 1907, 1908, and 1910 and

won the World Championship in 1907 and 1908.

STEPHENS, ROBERT F.

They were considered one of the greatest baseball

first. The move was not popular with Cubs fans,

toys to the children's families during the Christ
mas season. What started as a neighborhood proj
ect soon expanded to include children in Kenton,
Boone, and Campbell counties. The Steinfords'
home, at 513 W. Sixth St. in Covington, grew to re
semble Santa's workshop. Throughout the year, as
toys were repaired and refurbished, the Steinfords
developed their list of needy families and packed
the gifts for those families. Friends of the Stein
fords pitched in to handle the distribution of the

who later blamed Steinfeldt for the team's not be

toys.

ing World Champions in 1909 and 1910. Steinfeldt
was traded to the National League's Boston Braves

that a tradition and much-needed service had

teams ever assembled. In 1909, when the Cubs

failed to win the National League pennant, it was
primarily due to the brilliant pitching of Coving
ton, Ky., native Howie Camnitz, who led his
Pittsburgh Pirates to the league championship.
When Frank Chance, first baseman for the Cubs,

retired as a player in 1908 to become manager of
the team, he moved Steinfeldt from third base to

in 1911 and retired from baseball at the end of that

When Rose Steinford died in 1973, it appeared

home. He was a member of the Christian Science

ceased. George Steinford's health was failing, but
several Covington–Kenton Co. Jaycees who had
been involved in the project persuaded Steinford
to continue to organize the Christmas project at
least one more year. He did, and with the success of
the project that year and the growing support of
his friends, in 1974 he formed the Rose and George
Steinford Toy Foundation Inc. to perpetuate the
service and continue to fulfill the couple's stated
wish, “that the Christmas spirit will fill a child's

faith, and his pastor, Rev. Otterman of Cincinnati,

heart in time of need."

conducted the funeral services. Floral tributes and

letters of condolence were received from all major
league teams and nearly every prominent baseball
player in the United States. Steinfeldt's body was
placed in a vault at Evergreen Cemetery, Southgate,
but in 1921 it was moved to the Spring Grove Cem
etery in Cincinnati.

George died in 1980, but the Rose and George
Steinford Toy Foundation continues the tradition
ofgenerosity that the Steinfordsestablished. George
Steinford was buried next to his wife of 50 years at
the Mother of God Cemetery in Latonia. Since the
formation of the foundation, volunteers have pro
vided Christmas presents for nearly 2,000 children
in Northern Kentucky each year.

The Baseball Page. “Harry Steinfeldt." www.thebase
ballpage.com (accessed January 7, 2007).
Kentucky Death Certificate No. 20419, for the year

"Ex-Kenton Commissioner George Steinford Dies,”

season. During his 14-year major league career,
Steinfeldt appeared in 1,646 games, batted .267, hit
27 home runs, and batted in 762 runs.

After retiring he remained popular in his
hometown, where he was expected to become the
next mayor of Bellevue; however, he decided not to
run. He was just 36 years old when he died unex
pectedly of a cerebral hemorrhage in his Bellevue

1914.

Reference.com. “Harry Steinfeldt." www.reference
.com (accessed January 7, 2007).
Reis, Jim. "Famous Infield Also included Bellevue's
Steinfeldt,” KP, March 30, 1998, 4K.
— "The Wonder of Wonderville,” KP, March 8,
2004, 4K.

KP. July 10, 1980,8K.
Kreimer, Peggy. “Mrs. Santa Claus Won't Deliver Toys
This Year," KP December 24, 1973, 3K.

Reis, Jim. “Single Vote Launched Career, Ended An
other," KPJanuary 22, 2001,4K.

The Steinford Toy Foundation. “History of the Foun
dation." www.steinford.org (accessed August 30,
2006).
Donna M. Bloemer

Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati.

“Steinfeldt Funeral Set for Thursday," KP, August 19,
1914, 1.

STEPHENS,

STEINFORD, GEORGE AND ROSE (George
Steinford, b. February 22, 1900, Covington, Ky.; d.
July 9, 1980, Covington, Ky., Rosalyn Barnett
Steinford, b. February 8, 1899, Paris, Ky.; d. De
cember 22, 1973, Covington, Ky). George Stein
ford was the son of stonecutter Charles G. and

Anna Casselman Steinford; his wife, Rosalyn
Steinford, was the daughter of James and Mary A.
Salmons Barnett. George and Rosalyn married in
May 1923. During the Great Depression, the
couple recognized that poor children in their
neighborhood in Covington were not happy at
Christmastime. The Steinfords, who had no chil

dren of their own, began to purchase and repair
used toys for the neighborhood's needy children.
Thus began a lifelong project for Rose and George,
who was a Kenton Co. commissioner and a Ken

tucky state representative.
During the next 50 years, the Steinfords qui
etly developed a network to secure the names of
needy children and anonymously delivered the

LEONARD,

GENERAL (b.

March 10, 1791, Orange Co., Va.; d. March 8, 1873,
Florence, Ky). Legislator and sheriff Leonard Ste
phens was one of 11 children born to Benjamin
and Dorothy Waller Stephens. The family left Or
ange Co., Va., in 1806 and came, by way of Bryants
Station, to their new home along the Banklick
Creek in Kenton Co. Stephens served as a brigadier
general in the War of 1812, where he fought in
campaigns against the Indians. He married Cath
erine Sanford on August 14, 1813. Stephens was
elected to the Kentucky House of Representatives
in 1824 and served until 1828. In 1828 Stephens
was elected to the state Senate, where he served un

til 1832. When Kenton Co. was split off from
Campbell Co. in 1840, he was appointed the first
sheriff of Kenton Co. and held that office for two

years. Stephens continued to work his large farm
until he was 75 years old. He distributed most of
the land to his children while he was still living,
The 1,500-acre Stephens farm, known as Locust
Grove, originally extended from today's Stevenson
Rd. to Richardson Rd. In 1855 Stephens helped to
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organize in Florence, Ky., the Florence Baptist
Church, where he remained a member for the rest

of his life. He moved to Florence shortly before his
death. He died on March 8, 1873, at age 81 and was
buried in the family graveyard, near Richardson
Rd. in Independence.
Ellison, Carol. "A Dusty Reminder of Past," KP, Sep
tember 2, 1975, 5.

*Obituary of General Leonard Stephens, CJ, March
15, 1873, 2.

STEPHENS, ROBERT F. (b. August 16, 1927,
Covington, Ky.; d. April 13, 2002, Lexington, Ky.)
Robert Francis Stephens, a lawyer and a Kentucky
Supreme Court justice, attended Beechwood High
School in Fort Mitchell (see Beechwood Public

Schools), where he was valedictorian of his gradu
ating class in 1945. He served in the U.S. Navy
from 1945 to 1946. He enrolled in a prelaw pro
gram at Indiana University at Bloomington, Ind.,
in 1948 and graduated from the University of Ken
tucky Law School at Lexington in 1951. Stephens
served as a law clerk for the Kentucky Court of Ap
peals through 1952. He worked for a year as an at
torney for the Kentucky Department of Insurance.
From 1953 through 1958 he served as legal counsel
and executive officer for the Salvage Lumber and
Manufacturing Company. He was assistant county
attorney for Fayette Co. during 1964–1969. He was
elected Fayette Co. judge (the position now known
as judge executive) and held that office from 1970
to 1975. In this position, he was instrumental in
implementing the historic merger of the govern
ments of the City of Lexington and Fayette Co.
into the state's first urban-county government.
Stephens served as attorney general of Ken
tucky from 1975 to 1979 and was then appointed
a Kentucky Supreme Court justice by Governor
Julian Carroll (1974–1979). In 1980 Stephens was .
elected to fill an unexpired term on this court and
was subsequently reelected for eight-year terms in
1984 and 1992. During his tenure, he was part of a
progressive court, which handed down a number
of opinions that had a dramatic effect on all citi
zens of Kentucky. Their highest-profile decision
was in the 1989 case Rose vs. Council for Better
Education, Inc., in which the court declared the

funding of the state's public school system to be
unconstitutional. That ruling resulted in the 1990
enactment of the Kentucky Education Reform Act
(KERA), which balanced the funding of schools
across the state. Explaining the importance of the
educational reform, Stephens said, “the children
who live in poor districts and those who live in rich
districts, must be given the same opportunity and
access to an adequate education." The court also
mandated continuing education for judges and
other court employees. Justice Stephens lobbied
the General Assembly to have video cameras in
stalled in courtrooms, making it possible to review
tapes of trials, rather than sort through stacks of
paperwork. Stephens resigned as chief justice in
1998 but continued to serve as a justice. The fol
lowing year he resigned completely from the court
to accept an appointment as secretary of the Justice
Cabinet. He had served on the court for almost 20
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STEVENSON, JOHN WHITE

years, 16 of them as chief justice. Stephens died of
lung cancer at age 74 at his Lexington home and
was buried in the Lexington Cemetery.
Houck, Jeanne. "Robert F. Stephens: 1927–2002, KP
April 15, 2002, IK.
STEVENSON, JOHNWHITE (b. May 4, 1812,
Richmond, Va.; d. August 10, 1886, Covington,
Ky.) Prominent attorney and Democratic politi
cian John White Stevenson was the son of Andrew

and Mary White Stevenson. His early education
was by private tutor, and he earned BA and JD de
grees at the University of Virginia at Charlottes
ville. Afterward, he lived for a short time at Vicks

burg, Miss., before coming to Covington in 1841.
He married Sibella Winston in 1843, and they had
five children. Stevenson was elected to the Ken

tucky House of Representatives in 1845, where he
served for four years. He next served in the U.S.
House of Representatives from 1857 to 1861. In
1867 Stevenson was elected Kentucky lieutenant

governor on the Democratic ticket to serve with

Stewart IronWorks, Covington.

Governor John L. Helm (1867). When Governor

by 1895 and eventually became involved in enter
prises such asjail-cell construction and decorative

Helm died after five days in office, Stevenson be:
came governor. During his term in office, Steven

ironwork. In 1903 their Stewart IronWorks (SIW)

quirer, the Cincinnati Post, Firestone Tire & Rub

moved to a new modern plant at 17th St. and Mad
ison Ave. in Covington. The facility was located at

ber, and Cincinnati's Hoffmann Meats and French

what was known as the KCJunction, the intersec

was reached in 1918, when it delivered 100 trucks

tion of the Louisville and Nashville and the

to the U.S. Army. The company also made heliex
haust manifolds for use in the diesel engines of

son had to callout the state militia several times, to

quell violence against African Americans who
were attempting to assert their right to vote. He
resigned as governor in 1871 upon being ap
pointed to the U.S. Senate, where he served for
six years. Stevenson died at age 73 and was first
buried at Highland Cemetery in Fort Mitchell,
then reinterred at the Spring Grove Cemetery in
Cincinnati.

Biographical Directory of the United States Congress.
www.senate.gov (accessed May 20, 2008).
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
STEWART IRON WORKS. The Stewart family,
who came from the Glens of Scotland, arrived in

Louisville during the early 1800s. Thomas Stewart
was a contractorin Louisville who died young; two
of his sons became steamboat captains. A third
son, Richard C. Stewart (1829–1906), learned the

blacksmith trade. By 1850 R. C., as he was known,
was managing his own blacksmith business in
Louisville. He resided for a time in Cleveland,
Ohio, where his sons Richard C. and Wallace A.

Stewart were born, and in Newport, but by 1862
R. C. Stewart Sr. had set up a business in Coving
ton. Under the company name Architectural Iron

Chesapeake and Ohio Railroads, a major
railhead connection that facilitated making
shipments nationwide. Ultimately, the local iron
working firm used four buildings at the Madison
Ave. site for a wrought iron furniture and fence
division, a truck division, the jail cell division,
and, much later, a chain-link fence division. The

company supplied iron fencing to the Sears and
Roebuck Company of Chicago, under a 23-year
contract.

Bauer Dairy. The motor truck division's high point

submarines. The SIW truck division ceased in
1928.

The jail cell division delivered products to pris
ons such as the federal penitentiaries at Atlanta,
Ga.; Alcatraz; and Marion, Ill., and to state peni
tentiary facilities at SingSing and Attica, N.Y., and
New York City's Rikers Island. Accordingtoastory
told in the history of the Stewart IronWorks Com
pany, during the early 1930s, a load of jail cells en

Stewart Iron Works built railroad entrance

route from the dock at San Francisco to Alcatraz

gates for the Panama Canal and an iron fence
around the British Embassy in Washington, D.C.
Recently the company as it is now configured re
stored the entrance gates to the White House that
were in place during the term of President Ruther
ford B. Hayes, for the President Hayes Memorial
Museum in Fremont, Ohio. During the Victorian
era, Stewart Iron Works products were shipped
internationally and graced the fronts of French

Island slipped off the barge and rests still today at
the bottom of the bay. The last jail cells were pro
duced in 1985, when prisons began using elec.
tronic locking mechanisms. An extant example of
a local Stewart jail product is the no-longer-used
lockup at Brooksville, in Bracken Co. The old jail at
Latonia (before Latonia became part of Coving
ton) was Stewart-made. All told, the company built
cells for at least 92 prisons and 85 smaller city sta
tion houses and lockups nationwide. The SIW also
produced bank vaults.
During World War II, the SIW fashioned
portable Baileybridges for the U.S. Army. By fold
ing and extending, these quickly laid ironbridges
allowed military troop movements to cross water
ways. The company also made folding landing
strip mats, tank parts, and machine gun mount
ings. The SIW and its employees held at least 27
U.S. patents, covering such products as racehorse
track starting gates; jail-cell locking systems, in
cluding remote-control mechanisms; joist hang
ers; wedge-shaped hoof pads for horseshoes; self
closing gates; radiator protectors; dumping

châteaus, of London townhouses, of houses on
San Francisco's Nob Hill, of brownstones in New

York City, of homes in New Orleans, and of
countless cemeteries. At the 1904 World Fair in

Works, R.C.Stewart manufactured verandas, bal

St. Louis, the SIW was awarded the Grand Prize

conies, stairways, doors, shutters, cellar gratings,
awnings, stirrups, anchors, hog chains, bolts,
hinges, railings, bridge iron, and sheet iron at 813–

and the gold medal of merit in construction for
its numerous designs of iron fencing and lawn

815 Madison Ave.

years, customers for SIW's motor truck division
included Dow Drug Stores, the Cincinnati En

furniture.

During World War I, Stewart Iron Works

Richard C. Jr. (1857–1937) and Wallace A.
(1858–1910) followed their father into the iron

manufactured one-, two-, and three-ton trucks,
under the name of the United States Motor Truck

industry, working from several locations within
Covington. In 1886 the brothers ventured west to
Wichita, Kans, where for a few years they success
fully engaged in the iron business. For unknown
reasons, they had moved back east to Cincinnati

Company (incorporated 1914). Some of the trucks
made by the firm were sold to localindividuals; the
first one off the assembly line went to John Craig, a
contractor and former mayor of Covington. Some
were delivered as far away as Australia. Over the

devices for trucks; and fence rail connectors. The

company has retained many of the century-old

STOBER, HENRY BERNARD

drawings, patterns, and molds of its products
from its heyday, and some of them are still used
today.
An outstanding employee of the SIW-one
among many—was Robert C. "Cap" Bunge, aprison
expert. In the early 1930s, the Federal Bureau of
Prisons consulted with him in the planning stage
before constructing Alcatraz, the strongest prison
in the world, which was to be escape-proof and to
house the nation's most hardened criminals. He

ufacturer of iron fencing and lawn furniture and
is still remembered for once having been Coving
ton's industrial giant.
1914, I.

“Famed Prison Expert Retiring to Have Fun" KP,
March 26, 1949, 1.

Franzen, Gene. “Ironworks Spans 3 Centuries,” KE,
December 30, 2001, B}.

Guido, Anna. “Iron Works Profits in Past,” CE, May

Commerce. He was also a baseball team owner

and was instrumental in bringing to Covington
its 1914 Federal League baseball franchise, the
short-lived Covington Blue Sox. The family
converted the old Star baseball park in Covington
at 17th St. and Madison Ave., across from the

STOBER, HENRY BERNARD (b. August 25,
1901, Cincinnati, Ohio; d. early January 1945,
aboard the Japanese prisoner-of-war ship Enoura
Maru, Takao Harbor, Formosa). Rev. Henry Sto
ber, a Catholic priest and a World War II chap

Hunnicutt, John M. “Profile of the Stewart Iron

lain and hero, was the son of Martin and Philom
ena Luhn Stober. Raised in Cincinnati, he attended

Works Company, Inc., Covington, Kentucky," pa
per delivered to the Christopher Gist Historical
Society, May 28, 1963, Northern Kentucky Univ.
Archives, Highland Heights, Ky.
Kreimer, Peggy. "Artisans Ply Ancient Trade," KP

minor seminary (studying philosophy) at St. John's
Seminary in Little Rock, Ark., and major seminary
(studying theology) at Mount St. Mary Seminary

federal prison system. In 1949 Bunge retired from

R. C. Stewart Jr. was one of the founders of the

ords. Vol.9. Williamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Histori

cal Society, 1992.
Mary Louis Evans

25, 2006, A10.

Covington Industrial Club, the predecessor of the
modern Northern Kentucky Chamber of

Pease, Janet, comp. Abstracted County Court Rec

"Covington Is to Secure Big Motor Plant," KP, June 6,

also served on a U.S. commission to develop the
the firm's prison division after 19 years as its chief
engineer. His nickname Cap was from his rank of
captain in the U.S. Army during World War I.
Over the years, the Stewart family was heavily
involved in the Northern Kentucky community.

855

May 27, 2000, 1K.

Lietzenmayer, Karl J. “Stewart Iron Works, a Ken
tucky Centenary Company," NKH 5, no.1
(Autumn—Winter 1997): 1–14.

"MotorTruck Company Has Its Election," KP, July 17,
1914, 1.
“Stewart Iron Works." www.stewartironworks.com

(accessed June 10, 2006).

“The Stewart Iron Works: A Credit to Covington and
to the State,” KP, April 8, 1905,8.
Stewart Iron Works Archives, Covington, Ky.

firm's factories, into Stewart Park, beautiful

in Cincinnati. After his ordination in 1931, Stober

served at St. John Catholic Church, Covington;
St. Elizabeth Hospital, Covington (later St. Eliza
beth Medical Center); Mount St. Martin,

Newport; St. Agnes Catholic Church, Fort
Wright, the Sisters of Notre Dame at St. Joseph
Heights, Park Hills; and the Cathedral Basilica
of the Assumption, Covington. In 1932–1933, he
served as secretary to Bishop Francis W. How
ard. Suffering from chronic sinusitis, for which he
underwent surgeries, Stober followed the advice of
his surgeon and spent time during the mid-1930s

Sharon Jobert

grounds available to both company employees
and the public; it also served as a showroom for
the SIW's outdoor products. The Stewarts were
benefactors of the Linden Grove Cemetery in
Covington, lending time, workers, and funds to
ward its upkeep. They were members of Coving

in the drier climates of Arizona and California,

STEWARTSVILLE. Stewartsville is located on

Stewart-Decatur to sell off all its divisions except
the jail works. One former division of Stewart
Iron Works went to Erlanger, where it continued

Ky. Rt. 36, eight miles west of Williamstown, in
Grant Co. During the 19th century, Stewartsville
was a vital town: on Saturdays, its general stores
were busy with grocery shopping, political rallies,
and socializing. There also was plenty of work for
the town's blacksmith. The area's rural economy
was based on corn, tobacco, cattle, sheep, poultry,
and horses. Transportation was improved when in
1891 the Stewartsville and Owen Co. Turnpike was
incorporated locally, with Robert Clay Blain as
president. By 1900 the use of tollgates on this turn
pike was terminated because its users revolted.
Three churches anchored the community, the
Stewartsville Baptist Church (still active), the
Hopewell Methodist Church, and the Old Salem

to make chain-link fence and ornamental iron

Methodist Church.

gates, railings, and fences. In 1987 the Erlanger

business has included projects such as at the Fla

The schools of Hopewell/Sheriff, Smoky Row,
as well as the Stewartsville School (still standing)
were social centers, where pie suppers were held or
pupils from the school gave recitations. Stables
were provided at school for students arriving on
horseback or in buggies. The yearly school census
named each child between the ages of 6 and 20 as
well as the head of each child's household. Eight
grades could be completed at the school under the
instruction of qualified teachers who were super
vised by the trustees. The Gaugh, Salem, Mitts Rd.,
and Sheriff cemetaries are nearby. A post office
operated at Stewartsville from 1868 until the ar
rival of rural free delivery in 1906.

gler Mansion in Palm Beach, Fla., two miles of

Chapman, Virgil, Sr., comp. Grant County Cemeter

fencing for a cemetery in Toledo, Ohio, and a city
fountain (an elaborate dog, horse, and human
drinking fountain) in Ligionier, Pa. During the
early 1900s, the SIW was the world's largest man

ies. Vol. 1. Williamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical
Society, 1988.
Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.

ton's First Christian Church.

R. C. Stewart Sr. died in 1906, and Wallace A.

Stewart died in 1910. The last Stewart family
member to lead the company was Stanley M.
Stewart, R. C. Stewart Jr.'s grandson, who headed
the firm from 1944 until 1955. In 1966 the com

pany was taken over by Pott Industries of St.
Louis, which merged the SIW with Decatur Iron
and Steel. In 1974 Pott Industries ordered

division of the new Stewart Iron Works returned

to Covington to Building 3 at its former Madison
Ave, site.

The company has since changed ownership
several times but continues in a reduced state, spe
cializing in ornamental gates, fencing, and furni
ture. Much of today's production is for historic
restoration and architectural accents. Privately
held, the firm is a mere shadow of itself in its hey
day, the early 20th century, when there were at
least 300 employees and Stewart Iron Works was

Covington's largest employer. Today's book of

where he served as a priest. His health restored, he
returned to Covington and in 1939 was appointed
pastor of St. William Catholic Church, Wil
liamstown. In 1940 he volunteered for service as a

chaplain in the U.S. Army, spending some time at
Kelly Field and Brook Field, both in Texas. His
rank was 1st lieutenant. The following year, he was
deployed to the Philippine Islands as chaplain of

the 14th Engineer and the 57th Infantry regiments
and promoted to the rank of captain. On April 9,
1942, after U.S. forces on the mainland of the Phil

ippines surrendered to the Japanese, Stober be
came a prisoner of war (POW) and was subjected
to the horrible inhumanities of the Bataan Death

March. On April 17, 1942, he arrived at the
Japanese-controlled Camp O'Donnell in the Phil
ippines. There Dr. Alvin C. Poweleit of Newport
recognized Stober, who was emaciated and suffer
ing from dysentery, malaria, and beriberi. Poweleit
nursed Stober back to health, and in September
1942 Stober was sent for work detail on the island

of Mindanao, at the Davao Penal Colony, where he
ministered to Christians and Jews alike. In June

1944 he was sent aboard a prison ship to Manila
and then to a POW camp at Cabanatuan. In De
cember 1944 he and 1,600 other POWs boarded

the Oryoku Maru, a “hell ship” bound for slave
labor in Japan. Bombed by American airplanes,
the ship sank, but Stober and others avoided
drowning and were transferred to the Japanese
ship Enoura Maru, where Stober died while the
ship was anchored in the harbor of Takao, For
mosa (Taiwan). Varying accounts place his death
as sometime between January 1 and January 9,
although the most plausible is the latter, when the
Enoura Maru was bombed by U.S. planes. De
ceased POWs were either buried or cremated at
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Takao. Stober was posthumously awarded the
Bronze Star (for valor), the Purple Heart, the Pris
oners of War Medal, and the Asiatic and Pacific

Campaign Medal. His name was included on the
Chaplains Hill Monument in Arlington National
Cemetery in Washington, D.C.

mobile) traffic. When a street railway built exten
sions to newly developing suburbs where a private
right-of-way was the norm, the streetcars could
double their average urban speed from 7 to 15
miles per hour. As a consequence, the streetcar was
a primary factor in the development of business
districts and residential subdivisions at ever

Mahoney, A. Joseph. The Chaplain: Henry Bernard
Stober Story, Captain United States Army, 1901–

increasing distances from traditional inner-city

fare box installed near the motorman's seat, elimi

areas. The streetcar enabled individuals to reside

nating the need for a conductor.
The double-trucked cars were equipped with
air brakes. Air pressure was supplied by an air
pump driven by a smallelectric motor. As the pres
sure dropped, the motor driving a compressor
would start up, to manufacture compressed air
that was stored in a reservoir tank suspended from
the car body. A small valve allowed the motorman
to admit air under pressure from the reservoir
to the brake cylinder and stop the car in a smooth
and safe manner. The same compressed air was
also used to apply sand to the car rails for an emer
gency stop or when the rails were slippery. A down
ward pressure on the brake valve actuated the rail

1945. Lake San Marcos, Calif.: Privately published,
ca. 2001.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in North

ern, Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The
Diocese of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Paul A. Tenkotte

STOWE, HARRIET BEECHER, SLAVERY
TO

FREEDOM

MUSEUM. See Harriet

Beecher Stowe Slavery to Freedom Museum.
STREETCARS. Originally horse-drawn and
later electrified, streetcars were the first major form
of public transportation in American cities. The
Covington Street Railway began operating the first
horsecars in Covington along its Madison Ave.
route in August 1867. In the same month it inaugu
rated service across the John A. Roebling Bridge
to Cincinnati, by July 1868 the Covington street
cars were carrying 2,600 passengers per day across
the bridge. In 1867 the Newport Street Railway
Company established horsecar service in New
port, extending it across the Newport and Coving
ton Bridge at Fourth St. A third franchise, the
Newport and Dayton Street Railway, completed
construction of a line to Dayton, Ky., in 1870. A
fourth corporation, the Covington and Cincinnati
Street Railway Company, built north-south
horsecar lines along Main and Scott Sts. in Cov
ington in 1875, connecting them in a continuous
loop along east-west streets Fourth and Pike. The
following year, the Newport Street Railway Com
pany completed tracks across the Newport and
Cincinnati Bridge (the L&N Bridge). Expansion of
the horsecar lines continued, and in the 1880s the

four main streetcar companies of Covington and
Newport were consolidated into one, which be
came known as the Green Line. The Green Line

began conversion of its horsecars to electric street
cars in 1890 in Covington and in 1892 in Newport.
The Maysville Street Railroad and Transfer Com
pany began the operation of horsecars in Maysville
in August 1883 and gained permission to convert
to electricity in 1890.
The electric streetcar was the dominant form of

urban passenger transportation in Northern Ken
tucky between 1890 and 1930. Running on two
steel rails and propelled by electricity accessed
from an overhead wire by means of a trolley wheel
or shoe, the streetcar represented a quantum leap
in speed and comfort compared to the horse and
buggy or even the early automobiles when they
had to traverse largely unpaved, and sometimes al
most impassable, streets and roads.
A streetcar right-of-way in urban areas was
usually shared with horse-drawn (and later auto

25 double-trucked (four-axle) cars measuring
more than 45 feet long and capable of seating more
than 50 passengers. These new cars were fitted with
four 25-hp motors as compared to the two 35-hp
motors in the single-truck cars. As an economy
measure, the large cars were rebuilt in 1937 with
larger front doors for passenger entry and with a

outside the inner city, with its congestion and its
often foul air, yet be within easy commuting dis
tance of their downtown job site.
Although streetcar motors were typically pow
ered by 550- to 600-volt direct current (DC),
cheaper alternating current (AC) was either pro
duced or purchased by transit companies for con
version to DC. By means of substations located at
various points on a street railway, the AC current
was fed through rotary converters that trans
formed it to safer DC for use by streetcars.
Direct current of 550 volts was supplied to the
Northern Kentucky streetcars of the Green Line; it
flowed from the trolley wire down the trolley pole
to the motorman's controller box on the front plat
form. The controller was a device for regulating the

sanders.

In addition to carrying passengers (some 14
million in 1900 and more than 25 million by

amount of current to be sent to the car's motors. A

1929), Green Line streetcars also hauled the U.S.

slight turn or "notch" of the controller completed
an electric circuit between the trolley wire, the mo
tors, and the rail, allowing current to flow to the
motors through a labyrinth of thin, cast-iron
"grids" that offered considerable resistance and
thereby limited the current to the right amount to
produce a smooth start. As the motorman pulled

Mail. Early cars were proudly lettered “U.S. Mail."
In 1894 the Green Line started a closed-pouch
mail service to and from the General Post Office

(GPO) at Fifth and Walnut Sts. in Cincinnati, con

necting to Northern Kentucky points. The mail
was generally loaded among the passengers, but
where the conductor could keep an eye on it. By

the controller handle farther around, a drum

1900 there were mail routes from Cincinnati to

switch inside the controller box gradually reduced
the resistant grids until full line voltage was sent to
the motors, causing the streetcar to run at top
speed.

Milldale (Latonia), to Dayton, Ky., and to Fort
Thomas. In addition, the Green Line carried the

mail from the Covington Post Office to Ludlow.
Mail service to Dayton, Fort Thomas, and Ludlow

Each streetcar motor was contained in a water

was discontinued in 1901, but the Green Line con

tight housing. The car axle passed through bear
ings at one end of the housing, and the other end

tinued closed-pouch mail service from Cincinnati
to Newport (six trips per day), to Covington (nine
trips), and to Latonia (two trips) for almost two

rested on springs attached to the truck frame. A

large gear on the axle meshed with a pinion on the

more decades. The Green Line's involvement with

armature shaft, and the motor revolved around the

the U.S. Mail ended in 1919. With the ever

axle at about four times the speed of the car wheels.
To retard the speed of a streetcar, a motorman

cinnati, the use of Green Line streetcars for on

"notched down" his controller.

A streetcar built around 1900 was a marvel of
the woodworker's art. The car bodies were made

almost completely of wood; the car floors under
the seats were made of standard yellow pine, but
the more durable maple was used for aisle floors.
Interior trim, sashes, and doors were made from

cherry and mahogany, Side and end panels were
constructed of five-eighths-inch yellow pine cov
ered with a heavy-gauge steel.
The Green Line in Northern Kentucky em
ployed two primary types of streetcars. Some 200
single-trucked streetcars (two-axle cars) made up
the bulk of the Green Line fleet as late as 1929.

These 30-foot-long cars, seating about 35 passen
gers, had a crew of two: a motorman (the “driver")
and a conductor who stood by the backdoor en
trance and collected fares, called out designated
stops, and looked after the general well-being of
the passengers. In 1917 the Green Line purchased

increasing automobile traffic in downtown Cin
street loading and unloading of mail in front of
the GPO caused delays to both Green Line pas
sengers and vehicular traffic. By then the motor
truck was coming into its own, and the Post Office
found that off-street dock loading onto the more
flexible trucks afforded better protection of the
mail from both the weather and potential thieves.
The last Green Line car to carry mail left for Cov
ington on July 26, 1919.
The Green Line also possessed two parlor cars,
so named because they were equipped with cur
tains, carpeting, wicker tables and chairs, cut-glass
dome lights, and even an ice-cooled refrigerator.
Although the parlor cars were designed primarily

for the use of company officials during inspection
trips and for entertaining important business cli
ents, the public could also rent these cars. The two
cars, the Bluegrass and the Kentucky, could be
chartered for local excursions to the Lagoon
Amusement Park, the Latonia Racecourse,

STRUBEL, EDWARD

Tacoma Park, or just a summer night out with a
group of friends. Birthday parties in the parlor cars
were especially popular, and until the 1930s, the
Bluegrass and the Kentucky carried the well
dressed partygoers to the new suburbs while they
sipped pinklemonade, enjoyed cake and ice cream
kept cool by the newfangled “dry ice,” and sang
along with an accordionist or a violinist. The Ken
tucky remained available for use until 1950, when
it was donated to the Behringer-Crawford Mu
seum, where it survives today as one of the muse
um's centerpieces. Built in 1892 and converted to
its parlor-car configuration in 1912, it is one of the

readily admitted that all his characters were based
on real people he knew who lived in the town. The
people of Florence knew that Stringtown was re
ally their town. Some even went so far as to lobby
for the name to be officially changed to Stringtown.
That did not occur, but Stringtown remained Flor
ence's affectionate nickname over the years. The
Stringtown that achieved official recognition was a
little community also in Boone Co., just downriver
from Anderson Ferry and Constance, on Ky. Rt. 8
along the Ohio River.
Reis, Jim. “Tiny Unincorporated Towns Abound in
Boone,” KP December 9, 1985, 4K.

two oldest extant streetcars in the United States.

"Stringtown Goes a Bit Uptown," CE, December 31,
The car was restored by the volunteer efforts of
Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky em
ployees in the late 1990s.
In spite of their quiet operation and non
polluting nature, streetcars fell out of favor with
transit operators in the 1930s. Since roads were be
ing paved at an ever-increasing rate by municipali
ties and other governmental authorities, motor
buses were soon substituted whenever possible.
With their use, the expense of maintaining street
car tracks was avoided. Motor buses, not confined

to a narrowly fixed rail path, could also more easily
detour around traffic wrecks and flooded areas,

and they could easily reach new subdivisions and
industrial parks not accessible via the existing
streetcar trackage.
Streetcars suspended operation in Maysville
on December 31, 1936, being replaced by buses.
The laststreetcarline in Campbell Co., No. 11–Fort
Thomas, was discontinued on August 23, 1947. All
streetcar service in Northern Kentucky ended on
July 2, 1950, when the No. 1–Fort Mitchell line was
converted to motor buses.

Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. Maysville, Kentucky:

From Past to Present in Pictures. Maysville, Ky:
Mason Co. Museum, 1983.

Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason

County. Lexington, Ky. Transylvania, 1936.
Lehmann, Terry W., and Earl W. Clark. The Green
Line. Chicago: Central Electric Railfans' Associa
tion, 2000.

Tenkotte, Paul A. “Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890," PhD diss.,

2004, Weekend section, 14.

Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons

to the Millennium, Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.
Don Clare

STRINGTOWN (GRANT CO.). Stringtown in
southeastern Grant Co. is strung out along three
roads, Ky. Rt. 36, the Williamstown-Cynthiana Rd;
the Corinth-Stringtown Rd; and the Stringtown
Webber Rd. It may be said that the center of String.
town is the junction of Ky. Rt. 36 and the Corinth
Stringtown Rd. This is not the Stringtown made
famous by Northern Kentucky author John Uri
Lloyd.
The first settlers at Stringtown, arriving in
1818, were Francis and Mary Terrell Robinson,
their 14 children, some of whom were married
with children, and their 25 slaves. Francis Robin

son built a large log cabin for his family and other
cabins for his slaves. As each of his children mar

ried, the couple was given a tract of land and had a
cabin built for them. Thomas T. Thompson, who
married Frances Robinson, appears to have as
sisted in providing for the housing needs of each of
the children as they married.
The first school was a log structure, replaced by
a white frame building in 1910. This school was
consolidated in 1926 with the school at Corinth.

The Stringtown Christian Church was established
in 1848 and rebuilt in 1877 on land donated by
Benjamin Robinson, who specified that the church
was to be named the Elizabeth Christian Church

Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

Terry W. Lehman

in honor of his daughter. This church is the only
vestige remaining of the original town.
Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil

STRINGTOWN (BOONE CO.). The name
Stringtown is not unique to Boone Co. As a matter

of fact, throughout this country's history there
have been hundreds of Stringtowns. It was a very
common name given to the lineal towns and vil
lages that sprang up along major roads, rivers, and
ridges. A debate among locals concerns which geo
graphical and topographical identifiers describe
the “real" Stringtown in Boone Co. When John
Uri Lloyd wrote his first novel, Stringtown on the
Pike, set in his boyhood neighborhood of Florence,
Ky., during the immediate post-Civil War era of
the 1860s, he chose the name Stringtown instead
of Florence, just as he chose the name Judge Elford
in his text instead of Judge Herman Ashley, or Pro
fessor Drake instead of his father's real name. Lloyd

liamstown, Ky. Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
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first run of 50,000 copies sold within three
months. The setting for the novel was Florence,

Ky., where Lloyd grew up after coming to North
ern Kentucky from New York with his family. His
father was a civil engineer who relocated to help
design and lay out a new railroad that never mate
rialized. Instead of moving back, the Lloyds re
mained in Florence.
The characters and events of the book were

all based on real people and true occurrences in
Lloyd's boyhood, as he often confirmed to the
media. He portrayed himself as Sammy Drew;
Judge Elford was actually Judge Herman Ashley,
a man of the highest principles and morals, who
presided for many years over Boone Co. courts;
Professor Drake, a very learned and analytical
man who instructed the youth of the county, was
Lloyd's own father. All the other characters were
equally identified, recognized, and verified by
the real residents of Florence, even 40 years later.
Featuring the mixed sentiments and emotions of
the Civil War and the Reconstruction era, cou

pled with an unprecedented treatment and pre
sentation of local dialect and folklore, beliefs,

and superstitions, Stringtown on the Pike
quickly became an American favorite and clas
sic, establishing Lloyd as one of America's new
and aspiring young authors and initiating a se
ries of Stringtown novels.
Grayson, Frank X. “Historic Spots in Greater Cincin
nati," KTS, August 23, 1933, 7.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Lloyd, John Uri. Stringtown on the Pike: A Tale of
Northernmost Kentucky. New York: Dodd, Mead,
1900.

Ward, William S. A Literary History of Kentucky.
Knoxville: Univ. of Tennessee Press, 1988.
Don Clare

STRUBEL, EDWARD (b. April 4, 1875, Bavaria,
Germany; d. January 10, 1964, Covington, Ky).
Edward Strubel, who became a church organist, at
tended a teachers' seminary in Arnstein and a
music conservatory in Speyer, both in Germany.
Trained as an organist, he left Germany at age 19
for the United States, arriving at Ellis Island on
June 19, 1894. He had an aunt, Gertrude Strubel, in

New Albany, Ind., where he found a home and was
able to set up a studio to teach music.
During a visit to Cincinnati in August 1895,

John B. Conrad
STRINGTOWN ON THE PIKE. In 1900 a

novel by an obscure and unknown avocational
author (but a famous and well-respected chemist

and eclectic pharmacology genius) from Cincin
nati named John Uri Lloyd (1849–1936) was se

rialized on the pages of the Bookman magazine.
Stringtown on the Pike was presented in the
magazine's serial sections over 10 issues. Later
that same year, Dodd, Mead, and Company ac
quired the rights to publish the book by offering
Lloyd more money than had ever been offered to
any author, including Mark Twain. The book's

Strubel learned of an opening for an organist at
Mother of God Catholic Church, Covington.
He went to see musician-priest Henry Tappert (see
William and Henry Tappert), then assistant
pastor, and applied for the position. Tappert gave
Strubel one of his compositions, and Strubel
promptly played several variations on the organ.
The young virtuoso was hired on the spot. His
training had been as a church musician in the
Catholic Caecilian tradition, which was popular at
that time. Strubel's subsequent 55 years of service
at Mother of God Church was interrupted only
once when he left in 1905 for a position at St. An
thony Church in Brooklyn, NY. Tappert coaxed
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him back to Mother of God after only four months.
Strubel had a measure of regret when he later dis
covered that the Brooklyn position was more lu
crative as well as more prestigious.
Perhaps the main reason for Strubel's return to
Covington was Rose Schmeing, a member of the
St. Gregorius Society, for which he was organist.
Tappert was the director of this 50–70-voice mixed
adult choir. Rose and Strubel met during choir
practices and fell in love. They married in 1906,
both at age 31, and rented an apartment at 501 Rus
sell St. in Covington. Edward could conduct pri
vate music lessons there as well as walk to work. By
1908 the family purchased a small house at 1040
Scott St., where they raised a son and a daughter.
In 1909 Professor Strubel (as he and other or

ganists were known by students) and several
prominent Northern Kentucky musicians, includ
ing Professor Sylvester Eifert (organist at St. Aloy
sius Catholic Church, Covington) formed the
Mendelssohn Singing Society. After only three
years of guiding the Mendelssohn group, Strubel
had also become director of at least four male sing
ing societies in Cincinnati and one as far away as
Hamilton, Ohio. Most of them rehearsed with him

at Grammer's Café on Liberty and Walnut Sts., in
the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood of Cincinnati.
Strubel directed the regional Bayerisch Männer
chor (Bavarian Men's Choir) through its 50th an
niversary in 1937.

fer assistance to substance abusers. AA, which be

gan in 1935, came to Northern Kentucky about
1945, when a man remembered as Mr. Meyerson
held one of the first group Alcoholics Anonymous
meetings in the region, according to Tony D, an
AA historian. (Because of AA's principle of ano
nymity, full names of individuals involved are
rarely available.) An AA group is a gathering of two
or more people who share their stories, their pains,
and their hope for a better life.
A booklet titled The History of the Fellowship
of Alcoholics Anonymous in Cincinnati: 1941
through 1964 describes the establishment of a large
home at 405 Oak St., in Cincinnati's Mount Auburn

neighborhood, as the central location for anyone
sharing the desire to stop drinking. A prominent
Cincinnati lawyer, whose son suffered from alcohol
abuse, knew the homeowner, whose father and

brother were active alcoholics. Through those
chance acquaintances, 405 Oak St. developed into
what it is today, the most well-known alcohol recov
ery center in Greater Cincinnati. Today,405 Oak St.
remains AA's unofficial headquarters in Greater
Cincinnati, offering meetings, information, and fel
lowship every day of the week, 365 days per year.
Northern Kentucky's first official AA group
was formed and chartered in New York City on
July 11, 1947, founding members were Vertna C.,
Lawrence D., Farrell H., Hetty H., Albert K., Jack
McG, and John T. That group met at St. Mary's

The highlight of Strubel's career, as it con
cerned directing German singing societies, oc
curred in 1924. To celebrate a diamond jubilee, the
Nordamerikanischen Sängerbundes (North
American Singing Society) conducted a national
contest for new compositions of American folk
songs. Both music and lyrics had to have been
composed by Americans. After much searching,
Strubel came upon James Whitcomb Riley's poem
“When Evening Shadows Fall." He set the poem to
music and arranged the work for a four-voice male

School on Madison Ave. (see Cathedral Basilica

chorus; the piece won first prize. Strubel later at

every Sunday night.

tended the national festival of 1924 and directed

During the late 1960s, an AA group met in a
restaurant at 237 Court St., Covington, a facility
now buried under the southbound ramp of the
John A. Roebling Bridge. By July 1980 that group
had outgrown the Court St. space. A brief history,
with no authorlisted, says, "A committee consisting
of Fred Read, Cy Dilhunt, Larry Droege and Ted
Jelly Roll Vale searched for [a] new building for

his prizewinning song with 152 societies in atten
dance and almost 4,000 singers.
By 1938 the Strubels had moved into their final
home at 2014 Greenup St. In 1946 Strubel received
the papal medal Pro Pontifice et Ecclesia in recog
nition of 50 years of service at the parish. Strubel
had many compositions for church use published
by McLaughlin & Reilly, J. Fischer & Brothers, and
the Theodore Presser Company. In 1958 he collab
orated with local poet-columnist Alice Kennelly
Roberts on a song dedicated to Covington's Gar
den of Hope. He died in 1964, as did his wife
Rose, and both were buried at Mother of God

Cemetery, Covington.
Litzenmayer, Karl J. "Professor Edward Strubel, Com
poser, Church Musician, Teacher (1875–1964)."
NKH 1, no. 1 (Autumn—Winter 1993): 27–37.

Karl Lietzenmayer
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In

Northern Kentucky, Alcoholics Anonymous (AA),
at least two hospitals, and other organizations, of

According to a March 2006 AA listing, ap
proximately 25 meetings were being held in North
ern Kentucky; there were one or more meetings
every day of the week, each day of the year, and
special meetings were scheduled on major holidays
such as Christmas. AA's central Northern Ken

tucky office, located in Covington at 1729 Madison
Ave., offers staffed services Monday through Sat
urday, and an emergency phone operates around
the clock. Clubhouses include one at 722 Washing
ton St., Covington; the Promises Club (formerly
the Ninth St. United Methodist Church) at

Ninth and Anne, Newport; and the Alano Club,
249 Main, Florence.
The St. Elizabeth Medical Center and the

St. Luke Hospitals offer a variety of inpatient,
outpatient, and residential treatment plans. At
the end of treatment, or as part of treatment, each
medical facility sends patients to AA. Transi
tions Inc., formerly known as the Comprehen
sive Care Center (see North Key Community
Care), an offshoot of the Northern Kentucky Re
gional Mental Health-Mental Retardation
Board, offered substance abuse treatment and

education in the late 1960s and early 1970s. In
spring 2006 Transitions gained approval to build
a substance abuse rehabilitation facility in Er
langer, in the Pleasure Isle Swim Club area off
Madison Pk. in Kenton Co., using approximately
$3.5 million in federal and state funds. The new

of the Assumption) in Covington, between 11th

facility will be modeled after The Healing Place
in Louisville, which carries out cutting-edge

and 12th Sts.

substance abuse treatment. Homeless alcoholics

By 1964 there were six groups in Northern
Kentucky. Meetings were held several times each
week in Newport, Covington, and Erlanger. One
of them, called the Covington Group, met in Cov
ington at the Madison Ave. Christian Church,
1530 Madison Ave., at 8:30 p.m. on the third Sun
day of the month. As of summer 2006, that group,
now named the Madison Group, was meeting

are taken by the police to The Healing Place's de
tox center as an alternative to drying out in a
drunk tank. After a week, individuals are offered

a choice to enter The Healing Place's program or
return to their former way of life. About 50 per
cent choose the program. Another source of as
sistance is Droege House, named for longtime
substance treatment advocates Larry Droege and
his sisters, Virginia and Margaret, which is cur
rently located in the former Speers Hospital
nurse quarters, 925 Fifth Ave., Dayton, Ky. (see
Speers Memorial Hospital).

Even though help is available from various or
ganizations, the region's substance abuse rate con
tinues to grow. More and more, mental health as
Sociations, hospitals, insurance companies, and
treatment centers see alcohol and drug abuse as a

drunks to call home." Rev. William Mertes, of

national health crisis. Costs of substance abuse

Mother of God Catholic Church, guided the
group to a rundown building in Covington at 531
Russell St. A lifeboat for those in need of help, Fa
ther Mertes, now deceased, was an unwavering
supporter of anyone down on his luck or trying to
improve his life. The first official meeting of a group
at 531 Russell was on February 14, 1981, and the last
was on November 27, 1999. Roughly 2,000 people
per month had been attending meetings there. A
shotgun-style building at 722 Washington St., once
used for food storage, became the new Covington
AA clubhouse in late 1999. A coffee shop and meet
ing area comprising a front room and a large back
room, about the size of a small gym, remained in
operation there as of summer 2006.

show up, for example, in spouse or child abuse,
burglaries, job loss, divorces, homelessness, medi
cal malpractice, and negligent homicide while
driving under the influence. The road to recovery
recommended by AA is to follow a 12-step pro
gram on a daily basis. Key ingredients in the pro

gram are helping others, spirituality, and removing
harmful thinking from one's mind. All detox pro
grams are temporary solutions; individuals are
generally referred to AA for long-term or perma
nent recovery from alcoholism or drug addiction.
“Combating Drugs, Alcoholism,” KP April 7, 2000,3K.

Eigelbach, Kevin. "Rehab Center OK'd: Erlanger
Board Approves Project," KP, April 25, 2006, 1A.

SUMME, GREGORY LOUIS

"Help for the Most Helpless," KP October 21, 1908, 4.
"Transitions Offers Addicts a Way Out," KP, Novem
ber 11, 1989, 8K.

Roger Auge II
SUDDUTH, HORACE (b. August 8, 1888, Cov.
ington, Ky.; d. March 19, 1957, Washington, D.C.)
Businessman Horace Sudduth was the son of
Charles Sudduth and Mattie Lee Howard Sudduth.

In 1906 Horace graduated from Covington's Afri
can American high school, William Grant High
School, while also working as a messenger for the
U.S. Post Office. One of Sudduth's teachers stated,

"Horace was a dedicated pupil and his high school
education was all the formal training he received.
But he obtained the skill and confidence needed to

SUGAR GROVE PLANTATION. Reportedly
named for the sugar maple trees on the property,
the Sugar Grove Plantation was located at river
light number 247 along the Ohio River, in North
Bend in Boone Co. The original 650-acre planta
tion was included in land granted to Christopher
Clark and surveyed in his name. Over the years,
Sugar Grove has been touched by fame and the
roots of American history. John Brown (1752–
1824), a New Jersey native and a Revolutionary
War veteran, settled the land he later named Sugar

ment of Boone Co. in 1799 (see Cave Johnson
House). Brown was known for his close associa

across the Ohio River in Cincinnati where Sud

from wounds received in the Battle of York. Clara

duth became a business and civic leader. He soon

and their surviving daughter Clarissa remained at
Sugar Grove. Clarissa Pike (1803–1837) eventually
married John Cleves Symmes Harrison

Industrial Pursuits."

proved to be astute both in developing modern
business practices and in establishing organiza
tions to promote such endeavors. He founded the
HoraceSudduthand Associates Real Estate Agency
and was owner of the Manse Hotel, the place where

(1798–1830), the eldest son of President William

Henry Harrison; John and Clarissa Harrison had
six children.

influential African American visitors such as

When John Brown died in the fall of 1824, his

Sammy Davis Jr. stayed while in the area.
Sudduth served as president of two national or
ganizations, the National Negro Business League,
whose sole purpose was to promote black-owned
businesses, and the Industrial Federal Savings &
Loan Association. He was also presidentofthe Craw
ford Old Men's Home and the New Orphan Asylum
for Colored Children of Cincinnati. Sudduth's great
est impact, however, was in helping to promote pro

will stated that the Sugar Grove Plantation (642
acres at the time), including all its contents, was
to go to his infant son John Brown, born on Au
gust 11, 1824. Clara Pike was to be given other
properties, but she would receive Sugar Grove
only if her half brother did not reach maturity.
Clara assumed responsibility for the property

gressive business thinking among fellow African
Americans both in Cincinnati and in his hometown,

Covington. Along with Charles Jones, his father-in
law, Sudduth helped establish and lead Covington's
African-American Businessmen's Association.

For many years he and his wife were members of the
Ninth St. Methodist Episcopal Church. Sud
duth died at age 68 in 1957 in Washington, D.C.,
where he had traveled on business. He was buried in

taxes in 1825. After Clara's death, an 1847 amend
ment to John Brown's will stated that John
Brown's “infant son and devisee John Brown de

parted this life in his tender infancy and without
issue.” In June 1847 the then 667.5-acre estate was

divided among Clara Pike's six grandchildren,
who had been raised by her after being orphaned
10 years earlier.
According to Marjorie Byrnside Burress, in the
mid-1840s the original Sugar Grove mansion
burned, taking most of the Brown-Pike history
with it. Oral tradition holds that a new residence

the United American Cemetery in the Madisonville,
Ohio, suburb of Cincinnati.

Garretson, Joseph. "A Tribute to a Negro Hotel Oper
ator." CE, April 16, 1950, sec. 2, p.3.
"Long Illness Fatal to Horace Sudduth." CP, March
20, 1957, 6.

Middleton, Stephen. “We Must Not Fail! Horace
Sudduth: Queen City Entrepreneur,” QCH49, no.2
(Summer 1991): 3–20.

"Open House at New Manse Hotel," CE, April 1,
1950, 12.

“Wm. Grant High School Commencement," KTS,

was built farther away from the river, using the
bricks from the original house. The property
passed into the hands of the Southgate family after
1915. The Southgates did not reside on the prop
erty, and the second residence fell into disrepair
and eventually burned in the late 1980s. The
Brown-Pike-Harrison Family Cemetery remains
on the property.
Bond, Beverly W. The Intimate letters of John Cleves
Symmes and His Family. Cincinnati: Historical
and Philosophical Society of Ohio, 1956.
Boone Co. Tax List, 1799, Boone Co. Courthouse,

June 8, 1908, 1.
Theodore H. H. Harris

Burlington, Ky.
Boone Co. Will Book B, pp. 156–61, Boone Co.

Courthouse, Burlington, Ky.
Boone Co. Will Book E, pp. 58–59,79–84, Boone Co.
Courthouse, Burlington, Ky.
Cist, L. J. Cincinnati Gazette, April 5, 1881.

Worrel, Stephen, and Anne W. Fitzgerald. Boone Co.,
Kentucky, Marriages, 1798–1850. Falls Church,
Va.; S. Worrel, 1991.

Bridget B. Striker
SUMME, GREGORY LOUIS (b. November 25,

along with neighbors Cave Johnson and Jacob
Piatt, was prominently involved in the establish

By marrying Melvina Jones, the sister of
Charles E. Jones, a funeral director in Coving
ton, Sudduth established the family bonds neces
sary to proceed with the new business develop
ment he had planned for Covington. But it was

tion for business. His oration was "The Growth of

Boone Co. Tax List, 1825, Boone Co. Courthouse,

Grove Plantation sometime in the 1790s. Brown,

tion with John Cleves Symmes, a fellow veteran
and a neighbor across the Ohio River. Brown lived
on the Sugar Grove Plantation with his only sur
viving child, Clara Harlow Brown (1783–1847).
Clara Brown married her young first cousin
Zebulon Montgomery Pike (1779–1813) on
March 4, 1801. She resided at Sugar Grove while
her husband, the famed explorer and general for
whom Pike's Peak was named, was engaged in ad
ventures for the military. In April 1813, Pike died

pursue a career in business." It was during his high
school graduation commencement that Sudduth
first acknowledged in public his personal admira
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Burlington, Ky.

1956, Covington, Ky). Gregory L. Summe, a busi
mess executive, is the 5th of 12 children of James

and Mary McQueen Summe. He graduated from
Covington Catholic High School and entered
Thomas More College, then transferred to the
University of Kentucky, where he received a BS in
electrical engineering. His postgraduate degrees
include an MS from the University of Cincinnati in
electrical engineering and a MBA from the Whar
ton School at the University of Pennsylvania.
In 1983 Summe joined the international con
sulting firm McKinsey & Company Inc. and became
a partner in 1990. From his home in Atlanta and
later, for a time, Hong Kong, he traveled the globe in
service of his clients. In 1992 he became the general
manager of Commercial Motors for General Elec
tric. From 1993 to 1998, he was president, succes
sively, of the General Aviation Avionics, Aerospace
Engines, and Automotive Products Group divisions
of AlliedSignal, now Honeywell Corporation.
Summe became the president and operating
officer of EG&G (originally Edgerton, Germe
shausen and Grier Inc.) in 1998. In 1999 he became
the chief executive officer and also the chairman
of the board. He directed the transformation of a

company that was primarily a diversified govern
ment contractor into to a focused high-tech corpo
ration. In October 1999 the corporate name was
changed to PerkinElmer Inc. He streamlined the
company's focus from a broad base of defense and
industrial markets to two emphases—life and ana
lytical sciences and photonics. PerkinElmer is a
leader in the field of neonatal genetic testing and
scientific instruments for discovering new drugs.
PerkinElmer Inc. has 8,000 employees serving
customers in more than 125 countries and is a

component of the S&P Index.
Summe is a director of the State Street Corpo
ration. He also serves on the Board of Advisors for

Boston College and on the University of Kentucky
Electrical Engineering Advisory Board. He is a
former director of the TRW Corporation and a
former member of the Singapore-U.S. Business
Council. He has been active in many civic endeav
ors, including the United Way, Boy Scouts, and
the March of Dimes. In 2004 he was the Massachu

setts recipient of the Franklin Delano Roosevelt
Humanitarian Award. He is married to Susan

Louise Stevie and has three children. They reside in
Weston, Mass.

Heimbouch, Hollis. “Racing for Growth: An Inter
view with PerkinElmer's Greg Summe," Harvard
Business Review, November–December 2000.
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SUMME, PATRICIA. M.

PerkinElmer. “Summe Biography,” in e-mail to au
thor, October 2, 2006.

Univ. of Kentucky College of Engineering Hall of Dis
tinction. “Gregory L. Summe." www.engruky.edu/
alumni/hod/summe (accessed September 25,

1949 he was appointed chair of the English
department at the University of Kentucky (UK)
in Lexington, where he taught for the next 10

gain access to local governmental agencies. During
these years, many local residents referred to Sum

years. While at UK, he and his colleague Robert

mers as “Mama Janie."

ington, Ky). Patricia Mary Summe, the first

in Athens from 1959 to 1986. He married Laura

woman Kenton Co. Circuit Court judge, is the

Vimont Clarke on June 13, 1981, and they had

Even after leaving her Jacob Price Homes posi
tion at age 75, Summers continued to serve her
community. She was a member of the Northern
Kentucky Community Action Commission,
the Northern Kentucky Interfaith Commis
sion, the local Meals on Wheels program, and the
Kentucky Human Rights Commission. She also
was active in the local NAACP chapter and helped

to organize a regional Poor People's Campaign.

2006).
Robert W. Stevie

Hazel played major roles in the nurturing and
development of five "world-class" writers: Wen
dell Berry, Ed McClanahan, James Baker Hall,

Gurney Norman, and Bobbie Ann Mason. After
SUMME, PATRICIAM. (b. May 20, 1953, Cov

leaving UK, Summers taught at Ohio University

daughter of prominent attorney Joseph L. Summe

two sons, David Clarke Summers and Hollis S.

and Kathleen “Kit" Maguire Summe. The third of
six children, Patricia lived in Covington until
1957, when the family moved to Fort Wright. She
attended St. Agnes Catholic Church grade

Summers III. Colleagues of Hollis Summers de
scribed him as a cultivated, sophisticated indi
vidual, "punctilious" and a good, sharp critic,
who expected his students to dot every i and cross

school and graduated from Notre Dame Acad

everyt. Between 1948 and 1984, five novels, seven

emy, in Park Hills, in 1971 and Xavier University,
in Cincinnati, in 1975. She received a JD degree
from Chase College of Law, in Highland
Heights, in 1979. Following the death of her fa
ther in 1980, she became a partner in Summe &
Summe attorneys at law. Summe served as city
attorney of Fort Wright from 1982 to 1994 and as
city attorney of Ludlow from 1990 to 1994. After
practicing in the areas of family law, municipal
law, personal injury, and real estate, Summe suc
cessfully ran for the Kenton Co. Circuit Court in
1994. She serves on the Kentucky Bar Associa
tion's committee for judicial concerns. She was
board president of the Chase College of Law
Alumni Association from 1983 to 1985, was pres

books of poetry, and numerous short stories writ
ten by Summers were published. He used his
home state of Kentucky as the setting for many of

ident of the Redwood School (see Redwood Re
habilitation Center) from 1988 to 1995, and
served on the board for the First Bank of North

his writings, and the underlying theme often
dealt with the lifelong conflict between religious
teachings and human love affairs. His brother Jo
seph H. Summers Sr. was also a writer and an En
glish professor, at the University of Rochester in
New York. Hollis Summers Jr. died at his home in

Athens, Ohio, at age 71 and was buried at the
Millersburg Cemetery in Millersburg, Ky. After
his death, Ohio University began awarding, in his
honor, the Hollis Summers Poetry Prize for the
best unpublished poem submitted each year, a
practice that continues today.

tion." www.ket.org (accessed May 8, 2006).
Summers, Hollis Spurgeon. Brighten the Corner.
New York: Doubleday, 1952.
Ward, William S. A Literary History of Kentucky.
Knoxville: Univ. of Tennessee Press, 1988.

nonprofit organizations.

SUMMERS, JANE ROBERTA WHATLEY (b.

“Notre Dame Recognizing 3 Alumnae,” KP, February

May 5, 1895, Selma, Ala.; d. June 29, 1992, Coving
ton, Ky). Community activist Jane Roberta What
ley Summers was the daughter of Calvin and Min
erva Kendall Whatley. In 1934, at age 16, Jane
Summers moved with her family to Covington.
She soon developed a community-service mind
set. She joined the St. James A.M.E. Church and

25, 2004, 3K.

Summe, Patricia. Interview by Gabrielle Summe,

January 1, 2006, Fort Wright, Ky.
“Woman Breaches Male Bastion," KE, November 15,
1994, B3.
Gabrielle Summe

SUMMERS, HOLLISS. (b. June 21, 1916, Emi

nence, Ky.; d. November 14, 1987, Athens, Ohio).
Novelist and poet Hollis Spurgeon Summers Jr.
was the son of a Baptist minister, Rev. Hollis
Spurgeon Summers Sr., and Hazel Holmes Sum
mers. During his youth, Hollis Jr. and his family
lived in parsonages at Campbellsville (Taylor
Co.), Louisville, and Madisonville, Ky. He earned
his BA from Georgetown College in Georgetown,
Ky., in 1937, his MA from the Bread Loaf School
of English at Middlebury College in Middlebury,
Vt., in 1943, and his PhD from the University of
Iowa at Iowa City in 1949. His first employment
was as an English teacher at Holmes High
School in Covington. His next teaching position
was at his alma mater, Georgetown College. In

service, Summers was inducted into to the North

ern Kentucky Leadership Hall of Fame. After her
death that year, Summers continued to receive
posthumously notable awards, celebrity plaques,
and recognition decrees, such as a key to the City
of Covington, a proclamation from the Kenton Co.
Fiscal Court, an honorary and recognition letter
from U.S. senator and former Kentucky governor
Wendell Ford (1971–1974), a Community Service
Award from the Covington-Kenton Co. Jaycees,
and election into the Gallery of Great Black Ken
tuckians by the Kentucky Commission on Human
Rights. Throughout her 97 years, Summers was an
essential and preeminent community activist, who
waged a lifetime battle against racism, homeless
ness, illiteracy, and hunger.
African American National Biography, s.v. "Jane

Roberta Summers,” by Lois Schultz. Oxford Univ.
Department of English & Theatre. "Hollis Summers."
www.englisheku.edu (accessed May 8, 2006).
Kentucky Educational Television. "The U.K. connec

ern Kentucky. Summe's commitment to the com
munity earned her the Kentucky Post's "Out
standing Woman of the Year” award in 1998, and
in 2003 she received the Martin Luther King
award from the local chapter of the NAACP. She
is active in her parish and in various charities and

In 1992, as a testament to her various humani

tarian activities and extraordinary community

Press, forthcoming.

Fisher, John C. K. “African American History Has a
Devoted Caretaker," KP, October 18, 1997, 1K.

“Happy Birthday—Our Role Model—This Is Your
Life—Jane Summers: 96 Years Young—May 5,
1991," Northern Kentucky African American Her
itage Task Force Collection, W. Frank Steely Li
brary, Northern Kentucky Univ.
"Jane Summers," KP, July 2, 1992, 10A.
“Jane Summers, 97, Mentor to Many in Covington,"
KP, July 1, 1992, 10A.
"Local Activist Added to Gallery," KP, November 14,
2001, 21 A.

Northington, Mary. Interview by Eric R. Jackson,
September 2004, Covington, Ky.
Eric R. Jackson

became one of the denomination's most active

SUMMERS, SCOTT (b. March 25, 1967, Warren

members, both locally and nationally. As both a
wife and a mother, it seemed that daily Summers
was helping someone in need. For example, if she
encountered a person who required medical atten
tion, she would contact a local physician and stay
at the person's side until medical help arrived.
Throughout the years, because of such generosity,

Co., Ky). Scott Patrick Summers, a champion
cross-country motorcycle racer, is the son of Wade
and Fran P. Garrison Summers. He grew up in Pe

most local African American Kentuckians de

scribed Summers as an angel of mercy.
At age 50 Summers became the first African
American manager of Covington's Jacob Price
Homes housing community, which was built in
1939. As manager, she helped numerous residents
by conducting yearly fundraising events, by offer.
ing individual counseling sessions on health-care
topics, and by sponsoring workshops on how to

tersburg in Boone Co. Scott began riding motor
cycles at age five and began racing them at age
seven. He attended Ockerman Junior High School
and graduated from Conner High School. By
age 21, Summers had become a competitor within
the American Motorcyclist Association race cir
cuit. He won at least 10 national motorcycling ti
tles. On the circuit, he traveled upwards of 60,000
miles annually. He has three practice tracks on his
farm off Synder Ln. in Boone Co., where he spends
several hours riding motorcycles each day.
Success in motorcycling competitions brought
Summers more than 18 corporate sponsors, in

SURTEES, ROBERT L.

cluding makers such as the American Honda
Manufacturing Company. He has written columns
for Dirt Bike magazine and has hosted a television
show called OHV off-highway vehicle Video
Magazine. Summers retired from competitive
racing in 1991 but continues to develop racing
related equipment for various companies at his
Boone Co. farm.

Boehmker, Terry. “Motorcycle Racer Going for 10th
National Title," KP, July 14, 1998,5K.
Fields, Jerry. "Summers Rides to Top of His Profes
sion. Connor Grad Tops in Off-Road Cycling," KP.
August 5, 1991,6K.
Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons
to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.

SUMMIT HILLS GOLF AND COUNTRY

lift by Brian Hundley, a protégé of noted golfcourse
designer Arthur Hills. Nearly every hole at the golf
course was lengthened to 6,471 yards. There is a
new irrigation system, the course's fairways and
bunkers were reconfigured, and seven new greens
were built. The course rating rose to 71.2, a stroke
tougher, and the slope is now 131, up from 125 as
determined by the Greater Cincinnati Golf Asso
ciation. Women's par is 71. The head golf profes

works of the legendary film director Vincente
Minnelli. Minnelli acknowledged in his autobi
ography that without Surtees the film would not
have captured the contrasting affectionate and
cynical moods for which it is remembered. Sur
tees achieved these effects by the use of lush, vel
vety black and intensely white images. Years later
he successfully revived his black-and-white film
noir style for Peter Bogdanovich's The Last Pic
ture Show (1971), during a largely color era of

sional since 1978 has been John Steinbrunner.

modern films.

Summit Hills Golf and Country Club is a full
service private club with dining facilities, a full
size swimming pool, and tennis courts. In 2006
the golf membership was 380 and the total club
membership almost 550.

Robert Surtees was a leading pioneer during
the introduction of wide-screen motion pictures.
Most notable was his artistry in the Broadway-to
Hollywood adaptation of Rodgers and Hammer
stein's legendary musical Oklahoma (1955), re
leased by 20th Century Fox. In 1955 American
Cinematographer reported that for Oklahoma
Surtees capitalized on the wide-screen format by
creating visual images that seemed to wrap around
the viewer, staging the characters to move within a
more stationary wide-screen frame, and engaging

course was remodeled in some manner, and the

“Loss $20,000 as Fire Sweeps Summit Hills Country
Club,” KP December 1, 1931, 1.

CLUB. A young Covington businessman and an
avid golfer, Joseph Macke, leased the Summit
Dairy Farm in Kenton Co., at the corner of Tur
keyfoot Rd. and Dudley Pk. in Crestview Hills,
from his father-in-law and during the late 1920s
began what came to be known as Summit Hills
Golf and Country Club. Today, the Summit Hills
Golf and Country Club boasts a rolling and chal
lenging 18-hole par 70 course.
The original course was designed by Bill Jack
son, the golf professional at Camargo Country
Club in Cincinnati, and featured a popular design
considered a classic in the United States. Jackson

used a topographical map, and all the work was
done by hand, with the exception of the leveling
and other ground preparation, which were accom
plished by several horse-drawn scrapers. Although
this was Jackson's only course design, he laid out a
course recognized for its premium on shot-making
skills and tactics, strength, and accuracy.
The new country club opened in 1930 with 150
members and a clubhouse converted from a large
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“New Golf Course and Country Club Planned in
Kenton County." KTS, September 26, 1929,8.
Dennis W. Van Houten

his illumination skills to focus attention on sub

SURTEES, ROBERTL. (b. August 9, 1906, Cov.
ington, Ky.; d. January 5, 1985, Monterey, Calif). A
legendary cinematographer known for his beauti
ful Hollywood golden-age camera work, Robert
Lee Surtees won three Academy Awards for the
MGM classic films King Solomon's Mines (1950),
The Bad and the Beautiful (1952), and Ben-Hur
(1959). Surtees was one of the few cinematogra
phers from the studio system to adapt successfully
to the contemporary, more independent era of mo
tion pictures in the 1960s. He was the son of James
D. and Elizabeth R. Sayers Surtees, and public rec
ords indicate that the family moved across the river

jects with distinctive key lighting. Surtees also in
troduced a modern, clean treatment of the vast

Western and rural themes in the backdrops of
Oklahoma, inspired by the paintings of Peter
Hurd. The continued success of his many wide
screen works peaked with two MGM movie re
makes: one of the memorable spectacle Ben-Hur
(1959), for which he won his third and final Oscar,

and the other of Mutiny on the Bounty (1962), in
which he demonstrated his skillful lighting of
Seascapes.

November 1931, which caused $20,000 worth of

In the late 1920s, Surtees moved to Hollywood

damage. During the Great Depression of the

and lived next door to the head cameraman for

Surtees's other notable film highlights include
Quo Vadis (1951), Mogambo (1953), Raintree
County (1957), The Graduate (1967), Sweet Char
ity (1968), Summer of 42 (1971), and The Sting
(1973). Variety described Surtees as “a prolific
filmmaker and persistent competitor." With 16 Os
car nominations, some twice in the same year, Sur
tees's successes ultimately were the reason for the
change in Academy Award rules, limiting cinema
tographers to one nomination yearly. When Sur

1930s, Macke was forced to sell his interest to a

Universal Studios, who gave Surtees an entry-level

tees retired in 1979, he held the highest number of

group headed by the original landowner, Harry

position as a camera assistant to famous cinema
tographers such as Gregg Toland and Joseph Rut
tenberg. During his early technician years, Surtees
was sent to Universal Studios in Berlin, Germany,
to develop his craft further. Subsequently, he
worked as a camera assistant at various Hollywood
studios during the 1930s before settling at work
with MGM, where he officially became director of
photography in the early 1940s. In 1944 he received
his first Oscar nomination, for Thirty Seconds
over Tokyo.
Surtees's popularity grew from his lush loca
tion images captured in color films such as King

Oscars in his category. In a career spanning more
than 50 years, 35 of them as a director of photogra
phy, his name was credited to nearly 100 feature

to Cincinnati before Surtees attended school.

cattle barn; it featured a mansard shake roof and

While a student at Withrow High School in Cin
cinnati, he became interested in photography. Be
fore long he became a serious photographer and
was retouching photographs in a Cincinnati por

two silos. The club suffered through a fire in late

trait studio.

Hartke.

In the 1940s the membership initiation fee was
$5.00 and full family membership dues were
$75.00. For members with transportation prob
lems, the club provided a shuttle service from a
Dixie Highway bus stop. In 1944 the member
ship purchased the club from Hartke for $150,000
and gave it its present name of Summit Hills Golf
and Country Club.
The first clubhouse was struck by lightning on
Labor Day 1952 and burned to the ground. One of
the original farm silos survived, and a new club
house, built around it, opened in May 1953. Sum
mit Hills Golf and Country Club has several old
photos of the club, and an aerial photo of the origi
nal golf course and clubhouse is displayed on the
old surviving silo in the club's entrance foyer.
Golf course remodeling projects in 1980 and
1985 by the architectural team of Jack Kidwell and
Michael Hurdzen paved the way for the 2003 face

Solomon's Mines (1950), for which he won his

first Oscar. Surtees helped establish the realistic
look in Technicolor with innovative camera fil

films.

Surtees and his wife Maydell had four children,
including cinematographer Bruce Surtees. Robert
Surtees died in 1985 and was cremated; his ashes

were scattered over Point Lobos, Monterey Co.,
Calif A Kentucky Historical Marker in his honor
is displayed at Covington's Goebel Park, Fifth and
Philadelphia Sts.
“Covington-Born Oscar-Winner Dies,” KP, January
8, 1985, 2B.

Digital Content Producer.com. "ASC Hands Out Stu
dent Heritage Awards." http://millimeter.com/
news/video_asc_hands_student/index.html (ac

tering and lighting techniques. Film historians
have suggested that post-Renaissance impres
sionist artists inspired his work. His photography
for The Bad and the Beautiful (1952) helped
place that film among the best black-and-white

cessed January 25, 2006).
Katz, Ephraim. The Film Encyclopedia. New York:
Harper Perennial, 1998.
“Lenser Robert Surtees, 78, Dies: Won Oscar for Ben

Hur,'" Variety, January 16, 1985,8.
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sion for Journalism," CE, April 27, 2002, 12B.
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Cincinnati: Gateway, 1993.
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tucky University Communications Department,"

November 1991, Northern Kentucky Univ. Com
munication Department, Highland Heights, Ky.

Films and Filmmakers. Vol. 4, Writers and Pro

Michael L. Turney

duction Artists. Chicago: St. James Press, 1996.

John Schlipp
SUTHERLAND, LOIS OGDEN (b. April 3,
1921, Campbell Co., Ky; d. April 26, 2002, Fort
Thomas, Ky). Lois Ogden Sutherland, an educator
and a journalist, was the daughter of dentist Dr.
Max Ogden and Nell Young Ogden. She graduated
from Holmes High School in Covington in 1939.
When she went to the University of Kentucky (UK)
at Lexington, her experience writing for the
school's student newspaper, the Kentucky Kernel,
prompted her to major in journalism. After earn
ing her BA in 1943, she began reporting for the

SWEENEY, BILL(b. March 6, 1886, Covington,
Ky; d. May 26, 1948, Cambridge, Mass). William
John Sweeney was the son of John M. and Mary
Knagge Sweeney. His father was an Irish-born
salesman. Bill graduated from St. Xavier High
School in Cincinnati in 1904 and began playing
baseball in a Saturday league in Norwood, Ohio.
When he was 18, he started his baseball season
with Toledo, Ohio, in the American Association.

He finished the 1904 season with Rock Island, Ill.,

of the Three-I League that operated throughout
the Midwest. At the end of the 1906 season, the

Cincinnati Times-Star and became one of the

Chicago Cubs drafted Sweeney. He was 21 years
old when he made his major league debut on June

first American women to cover major sporting

14, 1907. On June 20, 1907, after a slow start, he was

events and to do locker-room interviews.
traded to the Boston Doves. There he started as a

As World War II was winding down, Lois
met and married William "Bill" Sutherland of Fort

Thomas, who became a well-known local photog
rapher. They had three children. For most of their
56-year marriage, they lived on a California, Ky.,
farmstead that had passed down through Lois's
family. It was part of a land grant given to the
Young brothers by George Washington in pay
ment for surveying work they did in Northern
Kentucky.
During the late 1940s, Lois Sutherland's career
began evolving when she went to work for Fox and
Hound Magazine in Lexington. She later did pub
lic relations work for Procter and Gamble in Cin

cinnati and, a few years later, began substitute
teaching in Bellevue. She taught English at Camp
bell Co. High School from 1958 to 1966 and, af.
ter earning an ME from Xavier University, Cincin
nati, in 1967, taught English and journalism at
UK's Northern Community College in Covington.
That institution was replaced by Northern Ken
tucky University (NKU), and Sutherland became a
charter member of the NKU faculty, serving as its
first journalism instructor and as the founding ad
viser of its student newspaper. In 1977, when NKU
was large enough to establish a Communication
Department, she was named interim department
chair and guided its first year of operation.

Even after retiring in 1987, Sutherland re
mained engaged in work at NKU and in journal
ism. She supervised NKU journalism interns into
the 1990s, wrote a regular column for the Camp
bell County Recorder through 2000, and did oc
casional freelance writing for the Cincinnati En
quirer. Her name lives on at NKU in an annual
award presented to the outstanding member of the
student newspaper staff. She died in 2002 and was

third baseman and moved to shortstop. In 1910 he
found his position as he became an outstanding
second baseman.

In 1911 he married Katherine Leonard; they
had five children. The year 1911 was also marked
by a 26-game hitting streak for Sweeney. In 1913 he
tried to use his baseball fame as an actor during the
off-season, when he appeared at the Orpheum
Theater in Cincinnati; he received high praise for
his acting performances. At the time, he was living
at 324 Overton St. in Newport. He also raised
money for the victims of the Ohio River flood of
1913 in Newport, by accepting a bit acting part at
the Temple Theater in Newport. Eventually, the
Sweeneys moved to Cambridge, Mass., and

Sweeney built a successful insurance business and
became a public speaker. In 1914 the Chicago Cubs
offered him a 50 percent raise, a signingbonus, and
a three-year contract. While he was playing in Chi
cago, however, his baseball career declined. He
played his last game on October 5, 1914, and soon
was released. He retired with a lifetime batting av
erage of .272 and focused his attention on his in
surance business and his family. He had played
eight seasons in the major leagues, appearing in
1,031 games, mainly at second base for the Boston
Doves of the National League, beginning in 1907.
Sweeney, remembered as a player who loved base

mono, and in Fine Young Cannibals. By 1970,
however, Sweet's acting career (once likened to that
of Shirley Temple) had ended at age 13. She did not
make it to the Broadway stage, even though she re
corded a few songs such as “I Love to Rock" in
1960. In 1967 she attended Turkeyfoot Junior High
School in Kenton Co., while living with her grand
parents. Later, Sweet and her family moved to Hol
lywood, Calif., where they lived near the corner of
Hollywood and Vine Sts. Today, Sweet lives in
California with her two daughters.
Bird, Rick. “Queen City Star Power.” KP, August 25,
2007, A1.

Reis, Jim. "1967 a Banner Year for Education,” KP,

August 24, 1992,4K.

SWEET OWEN.Sweet Owen has three designa
tions. First, it was the nickname applied by Demo
cratic candidate John C. Breckinridge after his
overwhelming 1853 victory in Owen Co. earned
him reelection to the U.S House of representative
from Kentucky Eighth District, a district tradi
tionally dominated by the Whig Party. After the
1853 election, Breckinridge always referred to the
county as "Sweet Owen" and friends and family
began to call his young son John Witherspoon
“Owen County." Following the election, the un

named town around the current intersection of Ky.
Rts. 22 and 845, four miles east of Owenton, near
the modern Eden Shale Farm, also became

known as Sweet Owen, the second designation.
When a post office was established there in 1873,
Sweet Owen became the town's name, and the

name remained after the post office closed in
1902.

The third meaning of "Sweet Owen" generally
refers to the county of Owen. It is a term of affec
tion or endearment for the entire county, suggest
ing that it is a wonderful place in which to live. The
idea has stuck, as evidenced by one of the histories
of Owen Co., which is subtitled “Sweet Owen."

Lake, 1883.

W. Roxbury, Mass.

Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky: Standard,

The Baseball Biography Project. “Bill Sweeney." www
bioprojsabr.org (accessed September 25, 2006).
James, Bill, et al., eds., Stats All-Time Major League

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1984.

1976.

Handbook. Skokie, Ill: Stats, 1998.

"Old-time Player Taken by Death," CTS, May 27,

cremated.

Reis, Jim. “Bluegrass Players Left Mark," KP, Decem
KP, April 27, 2002,8A.

Alfred Hitchcock's The Birds, in Crimson Ki

An Atlas of Owen County, Kentucky. Philadelphia:

ball, died of a heart attack in 1948 in Cambridge
and was buried in the St. Joseph Cemetery at

1948, 27.

“Lois Sutherland, 81, Post Sportswriter, Professor.”

SWEET, KATIE (b. August 31, 1957, Covington,
Ky). Hollywood child star Katherine Marie “Katie"
Sweet was discovered in 1959 by Ozzie and Harriet
Nelson, who needed a precocious two-year-old for
a part in one of their upcoming television shows.
From there, Sweet's career blossomed. She ap
peared on television in Ben Casey, The Danny
Thomas Show, The Lucy Show, Wagon Train,
The Joey Bishop Show, Lassie, The Farmer's
Daughter, My Favorite Martian, Hank, and Bo
nanza. Her movie roles included appearances in

ber 20, 1993, 4K.

Steven D. Jaeger

SWOPE, SAMUEL F. (b. March 1, 1809, Bour

bon Co., Ky.; d. April 19, 1865, Falmouth, Ky).
Lawyer and politician Samuel Franklin Swope at
tended Bourbon Co. public schools and later at
tended Georgetown College at Georgetown, Ky.
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He studied law and was admitted to the bar in

1830, setting up his practice in Falmouth in 1832.

Swope was elected to the Kentucky House of Rep
resentatives in 1837, where he served for two years.
He then served in the Kentucky Senate from 1844
to 1848. He was elected to the U.S. House of Rep
resentatives in 1855 and served until 1857. At the

end of that term, he resumed his legal practice in
Falmouth, where helived until his death at age 56.
He was interred in the Riverside Cemetery in
Falmouth.

Infoplease. "Swope, Samuel Franklin."http://infoplease
.com (accessed November 26, 2005).

"Samuel F. Swope Is the American Party Candidate
for Congress," CJ, May 26, 1855,2.
"Swope Elected to Congress from Tenth District, CI,
August 11, 1855,2.

SYNAGOGUES. Throughout most of the 19th
century, there were too few Jews living in North
ern Kentucky to warrant the establishment of syn
agogues. By the turn of the 20th century, however,
more Jews had settled in Newport and Covington,
and in 1897 the Jews of Newport founded the
United Hebrew Congregation with an initial mem
bership of 31. This assembly met in temporary
quarters for several years, but by January 1905 it
had purchased the building of the Fifth Street
Christian Church at 117 E. Fifth St. and converted

it into a synagogue. The United Hebrew Congrega
tion was Orthodox, meaning that it retained tradi
tional practices such as allowing only men to con
duct services and providing separate seating for
men and women in its sanctuary. Over the years,
one or more smaller prayer groups broke away

from the United Hebrew Congregation, mostlikely
because of personality conflicts rather than philo
sophical disagreements, but none of these groups
survived long. From about 1918 until about 1925,
for example, a congregation called Ohave Sholom
(lovers of peace) worshipped in a house at 430 W.
Sixth St. in Newport.
The Jews of Covington establisheda congrega
tion in 1906. It was usually called the Temple of
Israel, but its name sometimes appeared as Temple
Israel or even as Heichal Israel, in Hebrew. Like its

Newport counterpart, this congregation was Or
thodox, and in its early years it met in temporary
quarters, including the Kentucky Post building
on Madison Ave. In November 1915, however, the

Temple of Israel moved into a Neoclassical syna
gogue that it had erected at 107 E. Seventh St., be
tween Greenup and Scott. Designed by local ar
chitect George W. Schofield, this building was
square and had a two-columned portico and a
small cupola. Its main-floor sanctuary had a seat
ing capacity of about 200, and in the basement
were a small kitchen, a classroom, and living quar
ters for a caretaker. The campaign to construct
Covington's first synagogue was spearheaded by
the Russian-born insurance agent Maurice A.
Chase; the money for the building came from a
variety of sources, including fundraising activities

Temple of Israel. Built in 1915, it was demolished in 1937.

The Temple of Israel remained in its original
building until 1937, when the federal government
acquired the blockwhereitstood to builda new post
office and acourthouse. The congregationagain had
to meet in temporary facilities as it awaited con
struction of a new synagogue, but because its Sev
enth St. building had not yet been demolished,
members of the congregation decided to use it for
the High Holidays of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kip
pur(the New Yearand the Day of Atonement) in the
fall of 1937. They broke the seal on the building and
held services there. Taken to court for trespassing,
they won acquittal by arguing that because the gov
ernment had not yet paid for the appropriated build
ing, it still belonged to the congregation.
With the proceeds from the sale of its old syna
gogue, the Temple of Israel congregation con
structed a newbuilding in Covington at 1040Scott
St., at the corner of Lynn. Designed by Cincinnati
architect Leslie Mossand dedicated in March 1939,
it was a functional structure with little character. It

had a sanctuary with gender-segregated seating on
the main floor and a social hall and small stage in
the basement, together with a kitchen, a coatroom,
and a three-room apartment. It is believed that
money donated by Jewish gamblers from out of
town helped support the synagogues of both Cov
ington and Newport.
Lay leaders were extremely important to the
functioning of Northern Kentucky's synagogues,
for they had rabbinic leadership only sporadically.
It appears that the first rabbi to serve in Newport

organized by the ladies' auxiliary of the Temple of

was the Lithuanian-born Samuel V. Levinson,

Israel and donations from both inside and outside

who had immigrated to the United States around
1885 and arrived in Kentucky in 1901. By 1906

the city.

Levinson had been replaced by M. Partnoff. He
was followed in 1908 by Joel Salaman, who also
stayed for only a few years. Rabbi Levinson re
mained in Northern Kentucky, however, for it is
reported that he served as rabbi at the Temple of
Israel in Covington in 1911 and stayed with that
congregation until around 1930, when he was suc
ceeded by Rabbi Jacob Jacobs. The first rabbi to
serve the Temple of Israelin its Scott St. synagogue
was Alfred Seelig, a refugee from Nazi Germany
who arrived in 1939 and remained until 1942,

when he was succeeded by Rabbi Gerson Frankel
and then by Rabbi David Gurewitz, both of whom
served short terms. In the meantime, Newport's
United Hebrew Congregation seems to have gone
for long periods without regular rabbinic leader
ship; only occasionally do city directories indicate
that the congregation had a rabbi: Harry Finken
stein in 1926, for example, Abraham Lobel in
1928, and Morris Harris in 1938. The clergymen
serving Northern Kentucky's Jewish congrega
tions often were accorded the title reverend rather

than rabbi, suggesting that they had not been for
mally ordained. Moreover, some of Northern
Kentucky's rabbinic leaders held additional jobs
and served their congregations only part-time.
For instance, Rabbi Levinson ran a variety store
on Scott St. in Covington while he was the Temple
of Israel rabbi in the mid-1920s, and Rabbi Fran

kel of Newport worked also asakosherslaughterer
in a Cincinnati meatpacking plant.
By the middle of the 20th century, a great
many Jews had left Northern Kentucky (many
moving to Cincinnati) and few new Jewish fami
lies had moved into the region, so activities in the
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local synagogues were considerably reduced after
the 1940s. During the 1950s, services were held at
the Temple of Israel only on the High Holidays,
and the congregation ceased functioning around
1960. Its synagogue building, falling into disre
pair, was sold to the Church of God congregation
in 1973 on the initiative of Abraham Wander, one

of the few remaining stalwarts of the congrega
tion. Proceeds from the sale were donated to char

ity. Similarly, the United Hebrew Congregation

closed down permanently around 1966, and its
building was sold to the Apostolic Temple of New
port in 1969. An attempt by a small group of Jew
ish residents to revive congregational life in
Northern Kentucky in the late 1960s had failed by
the early 1970s, and no other attempts have been
made. With no synagogues remaining in the re
gion, Jewish residents of Northern Kentucky seek
ing congregational affiliation have joined syna
gogues in Cincinnati.

Lapides, Leslie. “Judaism. Then and Now," KP, March
19, 1983, 1K.

Lassetter, Leslie A. “Covington's Schule, the Temple of
Israel,” 1976, Kenton Co. Public Library, Coving
ton, Ky.

Reis, James. “Remnant of Jewish Community Re
mains," KP, August 17, 1987,4K.
Weissbach, Lee Shai. The Synagogues of Kentucky:

Architecture and History. Lexington: Univ. Press
of Kentucky, 1995.
Lee Shai Weissbach

foot in-ground swimming pool filled with clean
water from an artesian well. The pool was accom
panied by a modern, 1,000-locker bathhouse.

pavilion, and skating rink. Formany years the park
was owned by Robert J. Lunsford and Stephen R.
Rutherford. In 1948 Woodrow and Ruth Bressler

Gesser also added to the site a roller coaster, a

built the Riverview Drive-in movie theater at Ta

coma (see Drive-Ins), which they successfully op
erated until about 1960, about which time the pool
closed. At that time they sold Riverview to Red

amusement center in Dayton, Ky., was once owned
and operated as a farm by Peter Werne. In 1880

whip ride, a merry-go-round, and a penny arcade.
He bought the combination dance floor and skat
ing rink that had previously been an attraction at
Berlin Beach and moved it to Tacoma. The park
gained popularity as an amusement park and pic
nic grounds. Gesser held marathon dance con
tests, which created quite a sensation until police
later stopped them, claiming that they endangered
the health of participants. During the late 1920s,
wrestling and boxing matches were staged at Ta
coma. In 1927 the park hosted a World Light
weight title fight between Frank"Midge" Guerrea
and Sammy Mandell. Well known local pugilist
Joe Anderson fought there also. In 1936 a grey
hound racetrack, with a 5,000-seat grandstand.
was built at Tacoma, and it operated successfully
for one season. Early in its second season, the state
police closed the track, after a court ruled that
gambling on dog races violated state law.
The Ohio River flood of 1937 destroyed much

Werne sold the farm to Louis Oliver Maddux, who

of Tacoma Park and its attractions, and it was not

was a partner in the Maddux-Hobart Distillery of

able to completely recover. In 1940 an attempt was
made to introduce midget car racing at the park.
but the operation was closed after just one season
when police discovered slot machines on the prem
ises. The track did not reopen, and the grandstands
were later razed. Thereafter, the park was used pri
marily as a picnic ground, swimming pool, dance

TACKETT'S MILL. Tackett's Mill, a small com

munity in southern Owen Co., is located along Ky.
Rt. 368, just north of the Kleber Wildlife Area (see
Wildlife Areas in Owen Co.) and not far from

the Scott Co. boundary. It is within the Harmony
Precinct, about 10 miles south of Owenton. The
1883 Lake atlas shows two stores in the area. There
was also a one-room school at Tackett's Mill.

Griffing, B.N. An Atlas of Owen County, Kentucky
Philadelphia: D. W. Lake, 1883.
TACOMA PARK. The site of the Tacoma Park

Cincinnati. Maddux developed a distillery on the
farm and named the business the Winchester Dis

tilling Co. He had a stable, a barn, a millhouse, an
office, and a warehouse built on the property and
operated the business until 1894, when he became
seriously ill with Brights Disease, a kidney disor
der. He sold the complex to the Thorne Distilling
Company, which ran it until 1906, and then it was
sold to the Hazel Gap Distillery, which operated

stone Theaters, the firm that later also owned the
Dixie Gardens and Pike 27 drive-in theaters in

Northern Kentucky. The Riverview Drive-in
ceased operations in 1982. Tacoma swimming
pool's new owner, Bill Daley, sold the site in 1988 to
Riverport Enterprises, which built a $9 million
marina called the Watertown Yacht Club, one of
the finest marinas in Greater Cincinnati.
Tacoma Park was the second amusement cen

ter in Northern Kentucky to be built at the endofa
streetcar line: it was at the eastern terminus of the

No. 12 Dayton Green Line streetcar in Campbell
Co., and the Lagoon Amusement Park in Lud
low was at the western end of the No. 3 Ludlow

Lagoon streetcar in Kenton Co.
Croyle, William "100 Years Ago, River Was Clear,
Sand White," KE, July 29, 2003, 12E.
Reis, Jim. "Tacoma Park Packed in Fight Fans in Late
20s." KP, April 22, 2002,4K.
"Summer FunSpot," KP, March 11, 1985, 8K.

"Tacoma Park Drew Crowds." KE, February 20,
2000, 1B.

TANNEHILLBROTHERS (Jesse Niles"Tanny"
Tannehill.b. July 14, 1874, Dayton, Ky; d. September

until 1911.

About that time, the Dayton sandbar (site of the
Revolutionary Warbattle Rogers' Defeat) began
to be used as a public bathing beach. Several other
beaches were already established nearby along the
Ohio River, in Bellevue and Dayton, Ky. (see Ohio
River Beaches). At the height of their popularity,
there were six beaches along the riverfront: the

Queen City in Bellevue, and the Princess, Manhat
tan, Berlin, and Tacoma beaches in Dayton. It was
reported that Tacoma Park was named after Ta
coma, Wash. In those days the river water was rela
tively clean, and most beaches had 1,000 feet of
white sand extending into the river. The beaches
soon became very popular, and the area was often
referred to as the Atlantic City of the West. The
Queen City Beach (later known as Horseshoe
Gardens) at the foot of Ward St. in Bellevue was the

largest and most spectacular one. It had a two-story
pavilion that included a large bathhouse, a dining
room, and an elaborate dancehall.

Aftermany years ofsuccessful operation, prob
lems began to develop along the beaches. River
water pollution; lawsuits against owners; and the
construction of damsalong the river, which flooded
many of the beaches, caused most of the difficul
ties. Tacoma Park fared better than the other

beaches, because its owner, Tony Gesser, had an
ticipated the changing conditions and had begun
to make adjustments. He had built a 130-by-150

Saxsection of the orchestra at the Tacoma Park Dance Pavilion, Dayton, Ky., 1942.

Left to right: Paul Bauer, Charles Tharp, Robert Thoney, and William Bunge.
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22, 1956, Dayton, Ky., Lee Ford Tannehill, b. Oc
tober 26, 1880, Dayton, Ky.; d. February 16, 1938,
Live Oak, Fla.). The older of these two major
league baseball players, Jesse, was a 5-foot-8-inch
150-pound pitcher whose big league debut was
with the Cincinnati Red Stockings in 1894. He
was a switch hitter until 1903, but after that he bat

ted only from the left side. He went on to play for
the Pittsburgh Pirates, the Washington Senators,
the Boston Americans, and the New York Ameri

cans. In 1904, while with Boston, he threw a no

hitter against the Chicago White Sox. His lifetime
pitching record, for 15 years in the majors, was 195
wins and 118 losses, with a .261 earned run aver

age. Jesse was proud of his hitting ability as a
pitcher. He finished his career back in Cincinnati
and afterward continued to play some semipro
baseball. Later he worked in a machine shop, and
during those years he was often seen at Crosley
Field rooting for the Cincinnati Reds. He died
from a stroke in 1956 at Speers Hospital in Day
ton, the city where he lived for his entire life, and
was buried at Evergreen Cemetery in Southgate.
He was survived by his wife, the former Beulah
Anderson.
Lee Ford Tannehill made his debut with the

beginning to sing professionally. She sang with
groups such as Dee Felice and his Mixed Feelings
Band at regional nightclubs. Later she performed
with the Frank Vincent Trio. After a long engage

the number oftanneries by county, the value ofthe
tanneries, and sometimes the number of hides and

skins. Six of the Northern Kentucky counties were
included in Coxe's publication. Nine tanneries op

ment, Frank Vincent and Tanner were married for

erated in Boone Co. with a value of $2,510, while

a short period.
Tanner studied voice while she performed as a
regular on Nick Clooney's WCPO variety televi
sion show in the early 1970s. After guest appear
ances on Bob Braun's 50-50 Club, she joined his
midday live television program as a regular cast
member in 1978 and stayed until it ended in the
early 1980s. In addition to her role as a cast singer,
Tanner interviewed guests and supported Bob
Braun with many program duties.
Following her tenure with Bob Braun, she sang

two tanneries, valued at $600, were located in

at numerous local venues and served as house vo

county. George Donissham, Richard H. King, and

calist at the Celestial Incline Lounge in Mount Ad
ams in Cincinnati for more than 15 years and later
at Michael G's Restaurant, located on Kellogg Ave.
in Cincinnati. Recently she has been a regular
singer at Chez Nora's Restaurant in Covington. She
has become one of the Midwest's most respected
vocalists, performing with the Illinois Philhar
monic, the Dayton Philharmonic, the Les Brown

Thomas Muller. James Donovan of Brooksville was

Bracken Co. In Campbell Co., two tanneries pro
cessed 1,100 skins and hides with a value of $6,050.

Eleven tanneries operated in Gallatin Co. with a
value of $1,078. The eight tanneries in Mason Co.
processed 3,695 hides and skins with a value of
$10,900. In Pendleton Co., two tanneries processed
370 hides and skins with a value of $1,150.

Kentucky historian Lewis Collins reported an
extensive tannery in Bracken Co. in 1847. Three men
were listed as tanners in the 1850 census for the

listed as a tanner in the Kentucky State Gazetteer,
Shippers' Guide, and Business Directory for 1865
and 1866 and for 1873–1874. And George Doniphan
operated a tannery west of his home in Augusta.
Two tanners were listed in Campbell Co. dur
ing the late 19th century. They were Jacob Daut &
Company of Newport during 1883–1884 and Peter

Orchestra, and others. She has received the local

Youmans in 1896.

Chicago team in the American League in 1903.
He was a 5-foot-11-inch 170-pound infielder who
mainly played third base and shortstop. He batted
and threw right-handed. Lee played for only one
major league team, Chicago, for 10 years, and saw
action in the 1906 World Series. He played in a
total of 1,089 games, with a lifetime batting aver
age of 220. Lee Tannehill died in 1938 at Live Oak,
Fla., and was buried nearby at the Antioch Baptist
Church Cemetery.

Cammy award for Best Jazz Vocalist multiple times.
Tanner taught as an adjunct professor for 11 years
in the jazz department at the University of Cincin
nati College-Conservatory of Music and recorded
numerous jazz albums. She lives in Covington with
musician John Von Ohlen, her life partner for
more than 20 years.

The Baseball Encyclopedia. 9th ed. New York. Mac

Sparkles with Holiday Season," KP December 6,

In Kenton Co., many of the 19th-century tan
neries, including that of the Burger family in the
1860s and 1870s, operated in the heavily German
neighborhood of Lewisburg in Covington. Other
Lewisburg tanneries included R. Kessler & Com
pany, Barney Mueller, the Ohio & Kentucky Kid
Leather Manufacturing Company, the Renz fam
ily, and the Steinharter family.
In Mason Co. George Doniphan, a lawyer and
a professor at Augusta College, owned and oper
ated a tannery west of his home in Maysville. Three
other tanners in Maysville included P. R. McCor
dle & Company during 1865–1866, Jacob Outten
during 1879–1880, and Poyntz & McAedie during

millan, 1983.

Jacobs, Gabriella. “A Star Is Born: Ft. Mitchell's Tan

ner Is Learning to Wow 'em on Daily Television,
Nightclubs," KP June 16, 1979,5K.
Kennelly Roberts, Alice. “Vocalist's Personality
1995, 2K.

“Former Major Leaguer Dies,” KTS, September 22,
1956, i.

Michael R. Sweeney

Pulfer, Laura. “Mary Ellen Tanner's Songof Her Youth."
CE, May 5, 1998, IB.
“TV Network Films N. Kentucky Girl,” KE, June 29,
1964, 2.

Wood, Mary. "Ft. Mitchell Singer joins ‘Bob Braun

TANNER, MARY ELLEN (b. Covington, Ky.,
November 9, 1946). Daughter of Robert and Lau
retta Baker Tanner, Mary Ellen was raised in Cov
ington and Fort Mitchell. She is a singer of popular
music and jazz and a Cincinnati television per
sonality best known as a cast member of Bob
Braun's 50-50 Club on WLWT and the former

AVCO regional television chain.
Tanner made her public singing debut as a child
in the choir of the Main Street Methodist Church

in Covington. Her father always encouraged her to
sing professionally. At age 12 she appeared at park
concerts with the Deke Moffitt Big Band. She sang
locally at dances at the Castle Farm on Reading Rd.
in Cincinnati, at the Newport Stadium, at county
fairs, and in other local settings. After graduating
from Beechwood High School in Fort Mitchell (see
Beechwood Public Schools), Tanner appeared as
a singer contestant on the national CBS television
Ted Mack Amateur Hour in 1964.

She attended classes at Northern Kentucky State
College (now Northern Kentucky University)
and worked as a secretary for a few years before

Show,'" CP, October 18, 1978, 14.

John Schlipp

1873–1874.

Nancy O'Malley, in her publication A Village
Called Washington, cites early Mason Co. Court
records that mentioned Enoch Barr's tanyard at
the north end of Washington in Mason Co. The
January 6, 1829, issue of the Maysville Eagle car
ried an ad for the sale of Enoch Barr's tanyard by
virtue of a decree from Mason Co. Circuit Court.

TANNERIES. By 1810 at least six Northern Ken
tucky counties had tanneries to convert leather, as
a raw material, into useful items. In those days the
hides of cows, calves, horses, deer, pigs, and sheep

The public auction was forced by Thomas Black's
victory over Barr's heirs in court. The ad noted that
the property had formerly been known as Barr &

were tanned and fashioned into footwear, cloth

Walton's Tan Yard.

ing, gloves, saddles, articles used on ships or as parts
of carriages, and so forth. Tanning was a time
consuming task that took up to two years. Initially,
the hides were soaked in wooden or masonry vats
containing lime. Next, the hides were placed on a
beam and the hair and remaining tissue was re
moved. They were often soaked in a vat to restore
pliability and then washed in pure water. The hides
were then placed in tan pits containing oak bark
and water, where they were allowed to soak to com
plete the tanning process.
The importance of tanneries in Northern Ken
tucky is illustrated by Coxe's listing of manufac
turers for the year 1810. Figures were provided for

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1. Cov
ington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
Coxe, Tench. A Statement of the Arts and Manu

facturers of the United States of America, for the
Year 1810. Philadelphia: A. Comman, 1814.

Hodgman, George H. Kentucky State Gazetteer,
Shippers' Guide, and Business Directory, for 1865
and 1866. Louisville, Ky. Hodgman, 1865.
O'Malley, Nancy. A New Village Called Washing
ton. Maysville, Ky: McClanahan, 1987.
R. L. Polk Company. Kentucky State Gazetteer and
Business Directory. Detroit: R. L. Polk, 1873–
1895.

Charles D. Hockensmith

TAYLOR, ASA

TANNER'S STATION. In 1789 a Baptist preacher
from Virginia, John Tanner, led a settlement party
to the area now known as Petersburg, Ky. Tanner
built a stockade that became known as Tanner's

Station. He had owned a partial interest in another
tract of land in the area but sold it to acquire the
stockade parcel from James Garrard. Garrard, the
future Kentucky governor (1796–1804), was a poli
tician and fellow Baptist minister who lived near
Paris, Ky. Tanner stayed only a few years at the sta
tion that bore his name; the Tanners moved west
after Tanner's sons Edward and John Jr. were kid

napped by Indians. The details of the abductions
have been recounted in various forms, but it is clear
that Tanner moved to track down his children. In

1806 Col. john Grant, a North Carolinian, laid out
the 100-acre town of Caledonia at Tanner's Station.

The town did not become Petersburg until 1818,
after the Kentucky legislature approved a formal
plat drawn up by Grant's son-in-law, John James
Flournoy.
Boone Co. Historic Preservation Review Board. His

toric Structures of Boone County, Kentucky.
Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Historic Preservation
Review Board, 2002.

Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons

to the Millennium. Boone Co., Ky: Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.
Matthew E. Becher

first conference in Chicago in February 1887, ap
pointed him president. At the same meeting, Tap
pert proposed that the society work for the estab
lishment of a house of refuge for newly arrived
German immigrants in New York City. The Priester
Verein also organized a Katholikentag, a confer
ence of both priests and laymen modeled after those
offered in Germany, for Chicago in September 1887
The Chicago Katholikentag (also called the First
American German Catholic General Assembly) at

liam Hubert Tappert, b. January 18, 1848, Düren,
Rhineland, Germany; d. March 18, 1907, Coving
ton, Ky., Henry M. Tappert, b. April 9, 1855, Düren,
Rhineland, Germany; d. November 17, 1929, Cov
ington, Ky.) The nationally prominent Catholic
priests and siblings William and Henry Tappert
were leaders of the local German American com

munity (see German Americans). William Tap
pert, who was studying for the priesthood in
Germany, immigrated to the United States in June
1870, completed his studies at Mount St. Mary
Seminary in Cincinnati, and was ordained a priest

the church in 1890–1891.

Henry Tappertimmigrated to the United States
in June 1875, studied at Mount St. Mary Seminary
in Cincinnati, and was ordained a priest for the Di
ocese of Covington in May 1879. He served as an
assistant pastor at St. Mary Catholic Church, Alex
andria, and at St. John Catholic Church, Coving
ton, as well as at his brother's parish, Mother of God
Church. In 1907, after the death of William, Henry
became pastor (1907–1929) of Mother of God
Church.

William Tappert had been one of the organiz
ers of the Deutsch-Amerikaner Priester-Verein (the

German-American Priests Society), which, at its

judge, taking office January 1, 1898. He died of
asthma at age 47, while he and his wife were staying
at the Hollenden Hotel in Cleveland. They had just
left the home of a friend, Mrs. Eugene Shinkle of
Waukegan, Ill. His body was returned to Coving
ton for burial in the Highland Cemetery at Fort
Mitchell. His wife, Louella Belt Tarvin, and a step
son, J. W. Belt, survived him.

Highland Cemetery Records, Fort Mitchell.
“Judge James Tarvin Dies in Cleveland," KP, August

Tappert as vice president. Tappert addressed the as
sembly on the need for an immigrant house of ref.
uge. He and others began to raise funds for the es

Kerr, Charles. History of Kentucky. 5 vols. Chicago:

tablishment of that institution near Castle Garden

in New York City. It was called Leo-Haus (Leo
House, named for then Pope Leo XIII). In October
1888 William Tappert became one of the 14 original
members of the newly incorporated Leo House. In
1889 Tappert continued his involvement with the
second American Katholikentag, held in Cincin
nati. Bishop Camillus Paul Maes of Covington,
an Americanist who desired to downplay the ethnic
differences of Catholics in the United States, did not

personally attend the conference. In summer 1889
Tappert was the official American delegate to the
German Katholikentag in Bochum, Westphalia. He
returned to Cincinnati to be met by a grand pro
cession through its streets and those of Covington,
accompanied by fireworks, William Tappert died
Church, at the base of the church's Our Lady of Per
petual Help altar.
Rev. Henry Tappert was a German-trained
musician, who supported the newer Cecilian re
form music of the Catholic church of the period,
stressing polyphony and chant, rather than the
old German Singmesse (Sing Mass) of Covington's
Bernard H. F. Hellebusch. Henry Tappert's com
positions were published in the popular St. Cecilia
Hymnal, and his 1929 obituary in the New York
Times referred to him as a "noted composer." He
was buried next to his brother in Mother of God
Church.

in September 1872 for the Diocese of Covington

(see Roman Catholics). After serving as pastor at
the Catholic churches St. Joseph in Cold Spring,
St. Mary in Alexandria, and St. John in Coving
ton, Rev. William Tappert became the longtime
pastor (1879–1907) of the German American
Mother of God Catholic Church in Covington.
There he oversaw the impressive ornamentation of

In 1898 Tarvin was elected to the office of circuit

tracted 2,500–3,000 attendees, who elected William

in March 1907 and was buried in Mother of God

TAPPERT, WILLIAM AND HENRY (Wil
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Ryan, Paul E. History of The Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The Diocese
of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.

20, 1907, 2.

American Historical Society, 1922.
US Gen Web Archives. "Kenton County, Kentucky."

www.rootsweb.com (accessed April 5, 2007).
TAYLOR, ASA (b. before 1800, Virginia; d. after
1839, Kentucky). Asa Taylor, an enslaved African
American who was living in Kentucky, has been
called the first African American preacher in
Boone Co. He and his siblings, all enslaved, came
to Kentucky with Rev. John Taylor, a Baptist
evangelist who had many slaves, from Virginia.
Asa Taylor was one of 31 African Americans who
were accepted into the fellowship of the Bul
littsburg Baptist Church in August 1800. That
summer, John Taylor baptized by immersion a
few young people, including Asa, whom Taylor
had raised and taught to read. Another man, a slave
holder named Christopher Wilson, was baptized at
the same time. Wilson was later called as the first

moderator or pastor of the Baptist Churchat Middle
Creek (present-day Belleview Baptist Church).
Asa Taylor and Wilson often traveled throughout
Boone Co. together, teaching and preaching. John
Taylor said of Asa, “Mayhebe useful among his fel
low Blacks as there is the greatest sphere of his
action."

Asa Taylor's sister Letty, also raised by John
Taylor, did not share her brother's religious fer
vor. Letty had so great an aversion to religion that
it took stern measures by John Taylor to force her
to join the Taylor family prayers and worship.
John Taylor described Letty as having “masculine
strength” and an unflagging determination. Af.
ter Asa Taylor's conversion, Letty was apparently
stricken by her own “consciousness of guilt," and
she called upon Asa for his counsel. Asa responded
that Letty was "of the Devil” and was not ready for
baptism or acceptance into any Baptist church.
Despite Asa's assessment of her, Letty made a con

Paul A. Tenkotte

fession of faith three weeks after Asa's conversion

TARVIN, JAMES P. (b. November 13, 1859, Cov

ington, Ky.; d. August 19, 1907, Cleveland, Ohio).
Judge James P. Tarvin was the son of Henry Tarvin.
His mother was the former Eliza Pryor, daughter
of Circuit Court judge James Pryor of Covington.
James P. Tarvin was educated in public schools
and then entered the Cincinnati Law School, from

which he graduated in 1881. He apprenticed under
lawyers Pryor and Chambers. In 1890 he formed a
partnership with another lawyer, Walker C. Hall.
In politics he was a Democrat and was chairman of
the Kenton Co. executive committee of that party.

and was baptized and accepted as a member of the
Bullittsburg Baptist Church.
Unlike Wilson, who was ordained May 2, 1807,
Asa Taylor was never officially ordained as a Bap
tist preacher. For the first 18 years of his ministry,
the Baptist elders held Asa in tight rein. The church
finally relaxed its hold and allowed him to share
freely his gift of exhortation."
Boone Co. slave schedules indicate that Asa

was a slave of several Boone Co. men. When John

Taylor left Boone Co. for Gallatin Co. in 1802, Asa
Taylor was listed with John Graves. From 1819 to
1835, two other slaveholders claimed ownership
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of Asa. In 1839 the Bullittsburg Baptist Church
minutes recorded the request of a "Brother Ezra
Ferris, who asked that Asa Taylor and his wife,
Rachel, begranted dismissal from the Bullittsburg
congregation." It is possible that Ferris, who lived

The Taylor family had two cousins, James
Madison and Zachary Taylor, who later became
presidents of the United States. In 1803 James Tay
lor Jr. solicited the help of James Madison, who was
then U.S. secretary of state, to persuade the federal

in Dearborn Co., Ind., had manumitted Asa and

government to move the Fort Washington military

Rachel. It is believed that Asa Taylor lived at least

post from Cincinnati to Newport. As an induce

until 1839; there is no record of his death or his
burial.

ment, Taylor donated five acres of land at the con
fluence of the Ohio and Licking rivers on which to
build the facility. The federal government, in turn,
awarded Taylor the construction contract for what
became the Newport Barracks. During the War
of 1812, he held the rank of brigadier general in
the Kentucky Militia. Taylor served under Gen.
William Hull in the ill-fated Detroit Campaign, in
which Taylor was captured by the British but soon

Jackson, Eric R. Black America Series: Northern

Kentucky. Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia, 2005.
Taylor, John. Baptists on the American Frontier: A
History of Ten Baptist Churches of Which the
Author Has Been Alternately a Member. Ed.

Chester Raymond Young, 3rded. Macon, Ga.; Mer
cer Univ. Press, 1995.

Jannes W. Garbett

TAYLOR, HUBBARD, SR. (b. August 2, 1760,
Midway, Va.; d. October 7, 1840, Pine Grove, Ky.)

Legislator and judge Hubbard Taylor was the first
son of James and Ann Hubbard Taylor Sr. He was
the olderbrother of Gen. James Taylor Jr., founder
of Newport. James Taylor Sr. was the deputy sur
veyor for Caroline Co., Va., and when he resigned
the post in 1778, his son Hubbard was appointed to
be his successor. Hubbard was a militia volunteer

during the Revolutionary War, serving in the
area surrounding Williamsburg, Va. In February
1780 he came to Northern Kentucky to surveyland
for George Muse, for Hubbard's father, and for
others. Hubbard returned to his Virginia home in
spring 1782 and in that year married Clarissa Mi
nor; they had 10 children.
In 1790 the family moved to a farm named
Spring Hill along Boone's Creek in Kentucky, 12
miles east of Lexington. In 1791 Hubbard came to
Northern Kentucky and platted some lots for a
town, which he named New Port; his brother James

Jr., however, settled in Newport and is credited
for the town's founding and development. Hub
bard served as a delegate to Kentucky's first consti
tutional convention at Danville in 1784. He repre
sented Fayette Co. in the state's first legislature,
and he was instrumental in the creation of Clark

Co. in 1792. He served as a quarter session judge
in Clark Co., and from 1796 to 1800 he was a state
senator from Clark Co. When his senate term

ended, he retired to his home. Hubbard Taylor Sr.
died in 1840 on his farm at Pine Grove, Ky., and
was buried there in the Taylor Graveyard.
"Interesting Historical Facts," C), April 12, 1873, 1.
"The James Taylor Narrative," 1840, Kenton Co. Pub

lic Library, Covington, Ky., Campbell Co. Histori
cal and Genealogical Society, Alexandria, Ky.
Reis, Jim. Pieces of the Past. Vol. 2. Covington: Ken
tucky Post, 1991.

Jack Wessling
TAYLOR, JAMES, JR., GENERAL(b. April 19,
1769, Midway, Va.; d. November 7, 1848, Newport,
Ky). Investor and city founder James Taylor Jr. was
the fifth child born to James Taylor Sr. and Anne
Hubbard Taylor. His early education was by pri
vate tutor, and later he attended the Rappahannock

Gen. James Taylor Jr.

Academy. His father bought from his friend George
Muse 2,700 acres of land in Northern Kentucky
that included most of modern-day Covington,
Newport, Bellevue, and Dayton, Ky. It was land
Muse had been awarded for his military service in
the French and Indian War, Muse requested, in
this transaction, that a 1,000-acre tract, now part of
Dayton, be deeded back to two of his daughters,
Katy and Caroline Muse. A 200-acre tract on the
west side of the Licking River was sold to Col. Ste

phen Trigg of the Kentucky Court of Land Com
missions. James Sr. gave his son James Jr. 500 acres
and retained ownership of the remainder. In May
1792 James Jr. arrived in Northern Kentucky to
help develop and sell his father's land. He brought
with him three slaves, Moses, Humphrey, and
Adam, along with an English army deserter, Robert
Christy, and Christy's wife and their three children.
James Jr. stated that when they arrived in the area,
there were about 150 people living at present-day

paroled. Afterward, Taylor was made quartermas
ter and paymaster general of the Northwestern
Army. Since the federal government lacked the
necessary funds to pay for supplies and equipment
for the army, Taylor often helped finance it with his
own money and credit. Later, when Taylor attempted
to obtain reimbursement from the federal gov
ernment, he was refused on the basis that his

records were insufficient. Many years of intense
litigation followed, but Taylor was never fully
compensated.
During a storiedlifetime, James Taylor Jr. oper
ated ferries across both the Ohio and the Licking
rivers, helped to found banks such as the Newport
Bank, invested in the mammoth Newport Manu
facturing Company, operated saw- and gristmills
along the Licking River, was part owner of a salt
works at Grants Lick, Ky., ran a tanning business,
and in his spare time was known to collect fossils
and hunt buffalo at Big Bone Lick in Boone Co.
During Zachary Taylor's run for the presidency in
1848, election officials came to the bedside of the

dying James Taylor Jr. to record his vote. After cast

Cincinnati, plus about 50 army personnel. On the

ing his ballot for his cousin, Taylor reportedly said,

south side of the Ohio River, there were just a few
squatters living in crude log cabins. The party of
settlers who arrived with James Taylor Jr. built sev
eral small log cabins and planted about 15 acres of
corn, near the Licking River. Taylor walked the land
and found a beautiful ridge overlooking the Ohio
River, where he planned to build his home. He
raised a log cabin there and later replaced it with a
frame dwelling, which was destroyed in 1837 by a
fire set by a disgruntled slave. Afterward Taylor
built the brick mansion now standing in Newport

“I have fired my last shot for my country." He died
several hours later, at age 79, and was survived by

at 335E. Third St.

more than $4 million. Much of his land had been

In 1791–1792, James Taylor Jr. laid out the
town of Newport, and in 1793 he marked out the
basic route that has become U.S. 27 to Lexington.

acquired from veterans of the French and Indian
and Revolutionary Wars. Several roads in North
ern Kentucky carry the Taylor family name. The
community of Taylor Mill is named for the grist
mill Taylor once owned on Banklick Creek, at the

When his friend David Leitch died in November

1794, Taylor was named executor of his estate and
a year later married Leitch's widow, Keturah Moss
Leitch. James and Keturah Taylor had 11 children,
but only 4 survived to maturity. In 1798 Taylor
donated land for the establishment of the New

port Academy, the first public school in the Cin
cinnati area. He also donated another two-acre

tract in Newport on Fourth St., between York and
Columbia Sts., for construction of a courthouse

and jail.

his wife, Keturah, and four children, James III,

Keturah Taylor Harris, Ann Taylor Tibbatts, and
Jane Taylor Williamson. He was laid to rest in the
Taylor family plot at Evergreen Cemetery, in South
gate. James III served as executor of his father's es
tate, which included land in 26 Ohio counties and

about 60,000 acres in Kentucky. At his death, James
Taylor Jr. was said to be one of the wealthiest men
in the state of Kentucky, with an estate valued at

intersection of Grand Ave. and Reidlin Rd. Like

wise, Taylorsport, along the Ohio River in Boone
Co., was founded by him. Although the three
James Taylors who were prominent in Northern
Kentucky's history are usually known as James
Taylor Sr., James Taylor Jr., and James Taylor III,
according to The James Taylor Narrative they
were actually the fourth, fifth, and sixth males
named James in the family line.

TAYLOR MILL
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TAYLOR, JAMES, MANSION. See James
Taylor Mansion.
TAYLOR, JAMES, NARRATIVE. See James

Jannes W. Garbett

TAYLOR, KETURAH MOSS LEITCH (b.

TAYLOR, JOHN (b. October 7, 1752, Virginia; d.
April 12, 1835, Forks ofthe Elkhorn, Ky.) John Tay.
lor, a farmer, a preacher, and a frontiersman, was
associated with 10 separate early Baptist Churches
in Kentucky. The son of Lazarus and Hannah Brad
ford Calvert Taylor, he was born in the Virginia
Piedmont region, matured in the Great Valley of
the Virginia frontier, pushed farther out into the
wilderness as a youthful missionary, and farmed in
early settlements in Kentucky. Taylor was raised in
an Anglican home that in matters of religion used
the Book of Common Prayer. His education was
sparse. He was exposed at an early age to the eco
nomic basis of slavery, the "peculiar institution"

that greatly benefited him as a Kentuckylandowner.

and his twin sister, Keturah, were children of James

Taylor Jr., founder of Newport, and his wife,
Keturah Moss Leitch Taylor, widow of Maj.
David Leitch. James III's early education was at the
private school of Rev. Robert Stubbs, near Newport.
He then studied at the Pestalozzian School of Dr.

Joseph Buchanan, near Lexington, and in 1818 en
tered Transylvania University at Lexington, where
he received his undergraduate degree in 1822. He
returned to Newport, joined an acting society, and
opened a theater at the Newport Barracks. Soon
James was considered the equal of any actor of his
day; he performed at theaters in both Cincinnati
and Newport. He committed to memory many of
the works of William Shakespeare and of Lord
Byron, which he often recited to family and friends.
In 1823 James III entered the Transylvania Law
School, from which he graduated in 1825, and
was admitted to the Kentucky Bar. Although he
became an accomplished lawyer, he never entered
into public practice; instead, he spent his time
managing the legal affairs of his father's vast hold
ings. At Frankfort on May 20, 1824, he married
Susan Lucy Barry, daughter of William T. Barry,
Kentucky's secretary of state. They had three daugh
ters and two sons. When his father died on No

vember 7, 1848, James III was named executor of

the estate. Like his father, James III played a promi
nent role in area business and civic affairs. He was

one of the founders of Covington's Northern
Bank of Kentucky and served as its president for
25 years. In politics, he was a Democrat but cast his
presidential vote for two Whig candidates, his
cousin Zachary Taylor in 1848 and Henry Clay in
1824. James Taylor III died at age 80 and was bur
ied in the Taylor family plot at Evergreen Cemetery
in Southgate.
Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky. Cincinnati:
J. M. Armstrong, 1878.

cer Univ. Press, 1995.

Jack Wessling

Taylor Narrative.
TAYLOR, JAMES, III (b. August 9, 1802, New
port, Ky.; d. March 29, 1883, Newport, Ky.) James
Taylor III was a lawyer, businessman, and actor. He

Author Has Been Alternately a Member. Ed.
Chester Raymond Young. 3rded. Macon, Ga.; Mer

1997.

tennial History. Newport, Ky: Otto Zimmerman,
1996.
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Evangelical Calvinism, “the gospel of salvation,”
swept Virginia's Great Valley, and after youthful es
capades with gambling and fist-fighting, Taylor ac
cepted the Baptist view of salvation that he was
taught there. With Joseph Redding as his traveling
companion, Taylor began preaching with mission
ary zealand powerful oratory.
Taylor married Elizabeth "Betsy" Kavanaugh
in Orange Co., Va., in September 1782. One year
later, Johnsold the family's Northumberland plan
tation there and sought to improve his economic
status in the fertile Bluegrass region, remaining in
the Elkhorn Creek area of Kentucky until April
1795. He then purchased from John David Woolper
a large tract of land along the North Bend of the
Ohio River. He and fellow Baptist preacher John
Tanner (of Tanner's Station, present-day Peters
burg in western Boone Co.) joined forces in selling
off parcels of the Woolper land, a venture that con
tinued until Tanner's death in 1812.

September 11, 1773, Richmond, Va.; d. January 18,
1866, Newport, Ky). Keturah Moss, who eventu
ally became the wife of James Taylor Jr., was the
daughter of Capt. Hugh and Jane Ford Moss. In
December 1790 she married Maj. David Leitch,
who owned a farm at Bryan's (Bryant's) Station,
near Lexington. They settled at Leitch's Station
along the Licking River in Campbell Co., where he
built a log cabin. While surveying one of his prop
erties, Leitch slept outdoors in a cold rain and ap
parently developed pneumonia. A physician from
Fort Washington (Cincinnati) was called to treat
him, but to no avail; David Leitch died in Novem

ber 1794, at age 38. He left his estate to Keturah
Leitch and named Gen. James Taylor Jr., founder of
Newport, as his executor. A romance arose be
tween Taylor and Keturah, and they were married
on November 15, 1795, at Tuckahoe, near Bryan's
(Bryant's) Station, Ky. They took up residence in
Newport. Keturah had no children by David Leitch
but bore 11 to James Taylor Jr. Only four of the
children survived infancy. James Taylor III and
Keturah Taylor Harris (twins), Ann Taylor Tibatts,
and Jane Maria Taylor Williamson. James Taylor
Jr. died in 1848 and was buried in the Taylor family
plot at Evergreen Cemetery in Southgate. When
Keturah Taylor died in 1866, at age 92, she was bur
ied next to David Leitch, rather than James Taylor
Jr., but not far from the Taylor family lot.
“The James Taylor Narrative,” 1840, Kenton Co. Pub
lic Library, Covington, Ky., Campbell Co. Histori
cal and Genealogical Society, Alexandria, Ky.
Jones, Mary Keturah. History of Campbell County,
Kentucky as Read at the Centennial Celebration

of 4th of July, 1876. Reprinted, Fort Thomas, Ky:
Rebecca Bryan Boone Chapter, Daughters of the

In Boone Co., Taylor counted among his as
sets 400 acres, horses, household goods, and 15
slaves. Taylor and Redding were two of the seven

Wessling, Jack. Early History of Campbell County,

charter members of the Great Bend of the Ohio

Kentucky. Alexandria, Ky., Privately published,

American Revolution, 1974.

1997.

Baptist Church, renamed the Bullittsburg Bap
tist Church. Sixteen preachers, most of whom
were ordained as the result of Taylor's ministry,
emerged from that church. Taylor baptized two
men who were important to the Baptist movement
in Boone Co., Christopher Wilson and Asa Tay
lor, one of Taylor's slaves.
John Taylor planted Baptist congregations
with the same energy and devotion with which he
planted his crops. His book A History of Ten

Baptist Churches is considered a theological
treasure. John and Betsy Taylor were dismissed
by letter from Bullittsburg Baptist and moved to
Mount Byrd along the Ohio River in Kentucky,
near Trimble Co. He spent his last years at the
Forks of the Elkhorn, Franklin Co., and died

April 12, 1835. He was buried in a newly created
cemetery on a bluff overlooking South Elkhorn
Creek.

Jack Wessling

TAYLOR MILL. The city of Taylor Mill in Ken
ton Co. derives its name from a sawmill and grist
mill once owned by James Taylor Jr. on Banklick
Creek (see Banklick Creek and Watershed).
The site of the mill is now at the end of Reidlin Rd.,
where it intersects with Grand Ave. The mill was

built on land that was part of a 5,000-acre patent
awarded to Raleigh Colston (see Colston Family)
in 1790 for his service during the Revolutionary
War. A man named William Wilson leased the

mill from Colston and operated it until the land
was purchased in 1810 by wealthy landowner James
Taylor Jr., founder of Newport. Taylor soon learned
that John Crittenden also claimed ownership of
the mill site, as part of a 5,000-acre tract he owned
in the area. Lengthy litigation followed, and in
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TAYLOR'S BOTTOMS

1825 Crittenden descendants sold their interest in

the property to Taylor. With that concession, Tay
lor owned most of the land along the west side of
the Licking River from north of today's Latonia
to the top of the Taylor Millhill. From that time on,
the community, the mill, and the road carried the
Taylor name. Court records indicate that Taylor
leased the mill and 300 acres surrounding it to
George Perry in 1819. When that lease expired, he
leased it to James Foley, who managed the mill and
the adjoining farm until about 1842. In Taylor's
will, signed in 1844, he bequeathed the 1,200 acres
around the millequally to his four children, James
Taylor III, Keturah Taylor Harris, Ann Taylor Tib
batts, and Jane Taylor Williamson. Because of spo

River rise. When Gen. James Taylor Jr. owned
this land, he used it as a horse racing track. In 1895
a Cree Indian tribe from Montana, in Kentucky as
part of a traveling cultural exhibition, once spent a
month camping in the bottoms. The area was an
nexed by Newport in 1911. Both Bellevue and
Newport had their waste incinerators and original
dumps (land fills) in Taylor's Bottoms, and hence
the nickname "the fill” began to be used. For many
years, athletic fields have been situated in the bot
toms: the Bellevue Vets field; another athletic field

incorporated as a sixth-class city in 1956 but today
is listed as a fourth-class city. It now includes com
munities previously known as Forest Hills, Sunny

on land once owned by the underworld's Sammy
Schrader, where the Bellevue Kroger is today along
Donnermeyer Dr.; and two baseball fields, known
as Newport Recreation Fields No. 3 and No. 4,
where the Newport High School is located now.
Newport Recreation had two other fields in Tay
lor's Bottoms also: Field No. 1 remains as part of
the revamped Ralph Mussman Sports Complex;
Field No. 2 was covered over as those changes were
made. Newport High's footballstadium opened in

Acres, and Winston Park. Since the 1960s a num

the bottoms in 1939. On the Bellevue side of the

ber of subdivisions have been built in the city, mak
ing it one of the fastest-growing communities in
Kenton Co. In 1988 Taylor Millannexed land along
Decoursey Pk., significantly increasing the city's
size. Good leadership and wise planninghave made
Taylor Mill a model community, with city water,
sanitary sewers, and goodstreets. Much of the city's
progress can be attributed to Cincinnati business
man Afton Kordenbrock, who moved to Taylor
Mill in the 1950s. He had been a three-sport star
athlete at both Holmes High School and Eastern
Kentucky University, and in 1997 he was inducted
into the Northern Kentucky Sports Hall of Fame.
He served on the Northern Kentucky Area
Planning Commission and the Ohio-Kentucky
Indiana Regional Council of Governments (see
OKI), in addition to being a councilman and the
mayor of Taylor Mill for more than 21 years.
A mayor and four city councilmen presently
govern Taylor Mill, and the city operates its own
police and fire departments. The 2000 U.S. Census
listed the population of Taylor Mill as 6,913. In re
cent years, Taylor Mill has felt the impact of the
arrival of Fidelity Investments's new campus of
buildings nearby in south Covington.

creek, there are similar athletic fields. All of these

radic and insufficient water flow to the mill, it

ceased operation in the late 1850s.

Taylor Mill, located south of Covington, was

Hammons, Michael J. History of Taylor Mill, Ken
tucky. Covington, Ky., Sandy Cohen, 1988.

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
“New City Formed on Taylor Mill," KTS, June 1,
1956, 1A.

Reis, Jim, "Suburban Kenton County Slowly Making
Its Mark, KP, February 10, 1986,4K.
U.S. Census Bureau. “American FactFinder. Data Set.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent
Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
December 8, 2006).
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fields have been laid out on top of the garbage dumps
of earlier years.
Today, an elevated interstate highway, I-471,
runs along the Newport-Bellevue boundary. At

TAYLOR-SOUTHGATE BRIDGE. This bridge
across the Ohio River was named for three North

ern Kentuckians: Dr. Louise Southgate, Coving
ton's pioneer woman doctor; Richard Southgate,
an early local landowner; and James Taylor Jr.,
founder of Newport. The bridge opened in No
vember 1995, at the site of the demolished Central

Bridge, which once connected Newport and Cin
cinnati. The present bridge has four automobile
lanes, an 850-foot span, two approach spans, and
two river piers. There is a pedestrian walkway on
each side of the traffic lanes. The bridge itself is

1,849 feet long, including its approach ramps, it to
tals 3,000 feet in length. It links the U.S. Bank
Arena (formerly the Riverfront Coliseum) and the
other sports and museum venues nearby on the
Cincinnati side of the river with the Newport-on
the-Levee entertainment complex and the down
town area of Newport.
The Taylor-Southgate Bridge was built at a total
cost of just under $34 million by the John Beasley
Construction Company of Dallas, Tex. Once the
two river piers were in place and ready, the bridge's
trusses were cantilevered from each side of the
river toward the center. Where the two trusses met,

port city garage, home to the town's fleet of vehi
cles. From east to west, at this point of the bottoms,

the variance was within one inch, which was easily
fixed by jacking up one end before connecting the
sections. The new bridge's daily volume of traffic
has increased as the driving public has become
accustomed to once again having a bridge at that

are the tracks of the CSX Railroad. A culvert be

location.

the south end of the bottoms west side is the New

neath the rails allows storm waters to flow from

“Bridge's Name Official; Taylor-Southgate Replaces
Duck Creek to the Ohio River, meeting Covert
Run (a creek running from the east) to form Tay
lor's Creek. At the far north end of Taylor's Creek,
just before it flows into the Ohio River, and under
the parking lot of the Party Sourcestore, is a large,
now covered, concrete bowl, which funnels the

creek water under Fairfield Ave. (Ky. Rt.8) into the
river. When this land depression was open, it was
known as "the horseshoe," a dangerous place for

Central,” KP, December 1, 1995, 2K.

“Cincinnati to Newport: Missed by an Inch,” KP,
July 29, 1994, 1K.
Cincinnati-Transit.net. “Taylor-Southgate Bridge.”
www.cincinnati-transit.net (accessed October 31,
2006).

the fill. Sixth St. crosses the fill east to west, so the

TAYLORSPORT. The community of Taylors
port in Boone Co. was known as Taylorsville un
til the Kentucky legislature changed its name to
Taylorsport in 1849. Named for Newport's Taylor
family, whose members were involved in its de
velopment, the settlement is located along the
Ohio River and Ky. Rt. 8, five miles northeast of
Burlington. Elijah Creek flows into the Ohio there.
Lots went on sale in the village in 1846. In 1882
the U.S. Census Bureau determined that the geo
graphical center of the nation's population was
located less than two miles southeast of Taylors
port. An 1883 atlas shows a few streets platted in

area is sometimes referred to as the Sixth St. fill. At

town, and there was at one time a post office,

the corner of Sixth St. and Maple Ave. in Newport,
a tollbooth once stood, for travelers leaving New
port on the Covert Run Turnpike. In 2004 the new
Newport branch of the Campbell Co. Public Li
brary opened on the site where an A&P grocery
once stood, just to the north of the tollbooth's for

which closed in 1909. On April 3, 1974, when hun
dreds of tornadoes struck the region, one de
stroyed Morehead's Marine Service at the town's
Ohio River dock and damaged more than 100
boats tied up there. In 2000 the U.S. Census Bu
reau reported that there were about 100 people
living in the now-unincorporated town of Tay
lorsport and its immediate environs.

local children, some of whom failed to heed their

parents' warnings and drowned in its slimy water.
In 1901 a streetcar coming out of Dayton, Ky., ca
reened over the embankment into the horseshoe.
There was a dance club near this site for a while

during the 1930s, fittingly called the Horseshoe
Club. The Bellevue Vets Club, located along Fair
field Ave. in the northern end of the bottoms, ap
peared after World War II. During the 1960s,
local traffic helicopters would land occasionally at

mer location.

“Bellevue Fireman Burned at Dump," KP August 26,
TAYLOR'S BOTTOMS. Taylor's Bottoms, or
Taylor's Mili Bottoms, or simply “the fill," is the
land area situated along Taylor's Creek between
Newport and Bellevue. The area is at a low eleva
tion and easily floods when the waters of the Ohio

1940, 3.

“Newport Annexes Sixth St. Tract.” KP, April 20,
1940, i.

“New Street Is Opened to Public," KP, November 8,
1929, 1.

The 1883 Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell
Counties. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
"Lots for Sale," LVR, November 21, 1846, 3.

Reis, Jim. “Taylorsport Is Truly Survivor among
Towns,” KP, July 10, 2000,4K.

TELEPHONE

—. “Tornado Destroys Businesses, Homes,” KP,
July 10, 2000, 4K.

In the 1880s Alexander Graham Bell elevated
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side of downtown Cincinnati; and the Thomas

communications to a new level when he success

Reed & Son firm, furniture dealers and undertak
ers, which also had a link to Cincinnati. These

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SF1) 100-Percent

fully transmitted the human voice over wires, in a
vast improvement over telegraphy's fast series of

Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
April 7, 2005, for Blocks 3002 and 3003, Block

electronic clicks of code. However, the telegraph

U.S. Census Bureau, "American FactFinder. DataSet.

Group 3, Census Tract 704.01, Hebron CCD).

Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons
to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky. Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.

TELEGRAPH. The telegraph came to Cincinnati
in August 1847 and to Lexington, via Northern
Kentucky, in 1851. Samuel F. B. Morse had per
fected the long-distance telegraph line only a few
years earlier, in 1843. By the end of the 1850s,
Maysville had been connected to Nashville, Tenn.,
via the telegraph (through Lexington), and a line
also had been laid northward beneath the Ohio

River at Maysville. During the Civil War, the tele
graph was in wide use. Confederate raider Gen.
John Hunt Morgan had a telegrapher with him
in his ranks, who often frustrated his Union coun

terparts by tapping into lines with bold and cryptic
false transmissions concerning Morgan's location
and his intentions. It is also known that the tele

graph line to Louisville was operating by Septem
ber 1862, when the transmission line under the

Ohio River at Covington broke. The pontoon
bridge, set up in 1862 across the Ohio River to
help thwart a threatened Confederate invasion,
saved the day as a newly spliced Louisville tele
graph connection simply was routed over the pon
toon bridge for the short term, serving as a vital
link for the Union's defense of the area.

Telegraph wires were often strung along rail
road rights-of-way, and they became the means of
dispatch and communication for the trains. The
telegraph permitted outlying cities of the North
ern Kentucky region, such as Falmouth, to notify
Covington that an inbound scheduled Coving
ton and Lexington Railroad train was running
on time, for example. Soon important messages
were being sent regularly, as commercial telegraph
companies were developed. Rail beds today are lit
tered with the remains of a once vigorous tele
graph wire network: tilted poles, hollow copper
wires, and glass insulators. The Hemingray Glass
Company of Covington became the nation's
leader in the production of those glass insulators,
which kept telegraph wirestaut, parallel, separated,
and ungrounded. The namesake of the southern
Kenton Co. town of Nicholson, Dr. Henry C. Nich
olson, invented an improved system of transmit
ting messages, increasing the message-sending ca
pability of the wires, and as a result he was sued by
inventor Thomas A. Edison for patent infringe
ment. By the 1890s towns along the rails were re
porting all sorts of happenings through the tele
graph wires. For the new Chesapeake and Ohio
Railroad river city of California in eastern Camp
bell Co., the telegraph assisted its growth and pros

perity. Town businesses could order goods and
materials via telegraph, and they could be quickly
sent from Newport on the train. Being remote no
longer meant being isolated for the outlying parts
of Northern Kentucky.

lingered well into the 20th century, because it was
well suited to certain applications of data transfer.
Ultimately, microwave transmission rendered te
legraphy's long-distance hard wiring obsolete.
In 1900 two competing telegraph companies
were open for business in both Covington and
Newport: in Covington, Western Union was at 636
Madison Ave., while the Postal Telegraph-Cable
Company operated from 29 W. Sixth St; in New
port, Western Union was at 607YorkSt., and Postal
Telegraph was down the street at 326 York. Tele
graph keys were set up for special occasions at such
places as the YMCA, churches, and poolrooms.
Poolrooms installed them for the purpose of re
ceiving distant horse-racing results, critical to their
illegal betting activities. Several individuals be
came well-known telegraphers, such as young
Walter Grimm, who in 1917, at the age of 16, was a
station manager in Newport. Telegraph offices
moved frequently because neighbors did not like
the all-night foot traffic of the strangers who fre
quented the offices. In 1943, as the telephone ap
peared in more households in the United States,
declining business led the Postal Telegraph-Cable
Company to merge with Western Union.
The telegraph offices that once dotted the
Northern Kentucky region, bringing early major

companies were near the Ohio River in Coving
ton; from there it was relatively easy to reach the
John A. Roebling Bridge and string phone ca
bles across it. From central Covington it was nec
essary to pay the cost of installing telephone poles.
These were private ventures, since no telephone
companies existed yet. In Covington one of the
first household telephones, called Edison Tele
phones, belonged to the well-connected Dr. Rich
ard Pretlow, whose wife proceeded to buzz Cov
ington society with her pioneering telephonic
chitchat beginning in 1879. In 1899 one of the first
long distance telephones in the area was installed
at the Highlands Garden, a drinking establish
ment along Alexandria Pike in Southgate. It was
placed in the beergarden owned by William Kette
nacker, who used it as a draw to his business and as
a means to reach his customers' homes in New

port, three miles distant.
The telephone exchange, the very heart and
soul of any phone company, came later, allowing
users to call many different locations from one
phone. Exchanges, staffed by operators, were nec
essary in an era when phones did not have dialing
devices. A primitive exchange, and perhaps the
first in Northern Kentucky, was installed on the
third floor of a building at the southwest corner of
Fifth St. and Madison Ave. in Covington, in 1879.
By 1910 Covington’s “South"exchange had opened

league baseball game scores, national election re

at 57 E. 4th St. It lasted until 1940. The first modern

sults, and other important announcements, have
disappeared, along with the square-hatted,
bicycle-riding telegraph delivery boys. They have
yielded to modern technology, just as telegraphy

telephone exchange for Covington and Newport
remains in use at 11th and Scott Sts. in Covington.
Replacing the “South” exchange, this "Covington"
exchange "cut in" (consolidated) 6,000 telephones
at 10:00 p.m. Saturday, January 20, 1923. About
80 women operators, known as Hello Girls, were

itself had earlier retired the commercial carrier

pigeon to his roost (see Homing Pigeons).

hired to work shifts on the second floor of the
“Church to Have an Electric Wire,” KP, November 3,
1916, 4.

City Directories, Covington and Newport, Ky., for
1880–1950.

Coleman, J. Winston, Jr. Stage-Coach Days in the
Bluegrass. Louisville, Ky. Standard Press, 1935.
“He’s Smallest and Also Youngest Manager at Key,"
KP, October 22, 1917, 4.

"Nicholson vs. Edison–Quadruplex Telegraphing,"
Chicago Daily Tribune, May 5, 1879, 3.
“Wager by Wire," KP, July 29, 1897,4

“YMCA to Have Wire Vote Night," KP, October 31,
1916, 1.

Michael R. Sweeney

TELEPHONE. The telephone came to Northern
Kentucky soon after Alexander Graham Bell in
vented it in 1876. The first phones in Northern
Kentucky were owned by businesses, and they had
very short ranges: they reached just to the other
end of their individual phone lines. Three exam
ples from the late 1870s in Covington include the
Hemingray Glass Company, which had a wire
running from its Second St. factory to a product
showroom in downtown Cincinnati; the Walsh

Distillery, also along Second St., which had a tele
phone connection to its other facility on the north

new building. Their work facility included a high
quality cafeteria and even an emergency hospital.
The $600,000 building, designed by Cincinnati
architect Harry Hake, later had its windows
filled in with granite panels to protect the elec
tronic switching equipment eventually installed
inside. Today, although the Hello Girls are long
gone and new exchange names and numbers have
been added with increased phone use over the
years, land line telephone calls continue to be
routed through that subdued and secure structure.
Land line (noncellular) telephone bills today still
show “Covington, Ky." as the place of origin or the
destination of long distance calls, the exchange
through which those calls pass.
The exchange was the property of the Citi
zens Telephone Company. That organization was
founded in Newport in 1895, and because of its in
novative practices, such as the exchange, it won out
over the multitude of smaller telephone companies

throughout Northern Kentucky. It seemed at first
that each little town had its own local operator,
party line, exchange, and phone company, but the
necessity for connections across the state, the na
tion, and the world led to consolidation into Citi

zens. In 1901 the Citizens Telephone Company

872

TEN-EYCK, SIDNEY DEFOREST

became a subsidiary of the Cincinnati Bell Tele
phone Company, but for regulatory reasons, it con
tinued to exist as a separate Kentucky corporation,
regulated from Frankfort, Ky. Meanwhile, the
many smaller telephone companies, confronted
with increasing regulation and the high cost of tele
phone switching equipment, ceased operation. The
Citizens Telephone Company eventually added
exchanges with suburban growth in Erlanger (the
Dixie exchange, in 1936) and Fort Thomas (the
Highland exchange, in 1949). On January 31, 1969,
Citizens Telephone had 108,251 phones in service
in its system. One of the last phone systems ac
quired by Citizens was the Consolidated Telephone
Company of Boone Co., which it absorbed on May
22, 1967, taking in an additional 12,087 phones.
Boone Co. phones had not all been converted to
phones with dialing devices until 1960. In Maysville
the city government in 1895 granted the first tele
phone franchise to Thomas Davis, for the operation
of local service for a period of 20 years.
One Northern Kentuckian has the honor of

having developed the 1960s telephone marketing
sensation the vintage Princess Phone. Bartlett T.
Miller from Jonesville in Bracken Co., who rose to

a vice-president position within AT&T, envisioned
and designed the Princess. Satellites, the computer,
the deregulation of the industry, and the inven
tion of cellular technology have brought wholesale
changes to the world of the telephone. As the cellu

entertainers. He directed, produced, and ran his
own shows. For his "man on the street" program,
he dangled a microphone by its cord from a win
dow down to the street. He also conducted live in
terviews and hosted live music on his shows. Dur

“When he commenced the church it did not exceed

50 members; before he closed it numbered nearly
400." At Ten Mile Baptist Church and at other
churches for which he was a circuit-riding preacher,
Lillard baptized more than 4,000 people. More

ing those years, Ten-Eyck's radio career included a

over, he was a successful farmer and at one time

stint as a Cincinnati Reds baseball announcer

owned nearly 100 slaves.
Additional churches were also started by the
circuit-riding Lillard. Ten Mile Baptist Church orig
inally belonged to the North Bend Association of
Baptist Churches, but in 1831, at the instigation of
Lillard, the Ten Mile Association of Baptists was
organized. The following Baptist churches be
longed to the new association: Dry Ridge, Grassy

(1931–1933). He returned to the military in World
War II, serving in the U.S. Navy, and received sev
eral medals for bravery.
After his World War II service, Ten-Eyck moved
to San Francisco and worked for a while in radio

before becoming a corrections officer at the San
Quentin prison. He worked 17 years in that tough
penitentiary. In 1964 Ten Eyck and his wife re
turned to Northern Kentucky; they lived in Day
ton and then in Covington.
Ten-Eyck was a prolific “letters to the editor"
writer; he spoke at various high schools in the re
gion, painting a true portrayal of the dire results of
a life of crime; he was interviewed by WCET about
his early radio days. Four months before his death,
his 86th birthday was celebrated by such notable
media personalities as Nick Clooney, Len Goor
ian, Bill Nimmo, Tony Sands, Elsa Sule, and Mary
Wood.

lar revolution continues, massive hard-wired tele

In a 1990 Cincinnati Post round-up of "deaths
felt around the globe," Ten-Eyck was included at
the end ofalist of such notables as a Supreme Court
justice, generals, authors, celebrities, and compos
ers: "Sidney Ten-Eyck, 86, of Covington, former

phone exchange buildings will soon be obsolete.

broadcaster who worked in Greater Cincinnati

radio since the 1920s." Ten-Eyck was cremated.
“Boone-Co Phone All"Dial' Now," KP, May 2, 1960,
ł K.

Creek, Lick Creek, Mount Zion, New Bethel, New

Salem, Poplar Grove, Providence, and Ten Mile.
These nine churches had a total of 383 members.

Since the Ten Mile Baptist Church existed before
these other churches were founded, virtually all of
the members of the new churches were former

members of the Ten Mile Baptist Church. Many
Kentucky Baptist churches during the 1830s and
1840s lost members to Alexander Campbell's
Reform Church (today's Christian Church, or Dis
ciples of Christ), but the churches of the Ten Mile
Association reportedly lost very few members. The
creation of new Baptist churches whose mem
bers had originally attended the Ten Mile Baptist
Church continued: Glencoe, Oakland, Pleasant
Home, Verona, Vine Run, and Warsaw all estab

lished new churches. After widespread religious
revivals in 1842, the memberships of both the Ten
Mile Baptist Church and the Ten Mile Association
of Baptists grew substantially. In response to its
growth, the Ten Mile Baptist Church erected a
new church building in 1862, replacing the 1840

“Give One Name to Phone Co." KP, March 5, 1969, 4K.

Clooney, Nick. "Readers Distill Sayings to Ease Vaga
ries of Life, CP, July 11, 1990, IB.

“Local Matters," DC, February 15, 1879, 1.
“New Telephone Building to House Dixie Exchange,"

“Deaths Felt around the Globe,” CP, December 31,

May 22, 1936,3.
"6,000 Telephones Answer Covington,” KP, January

Hicks, Jack. “This Man's Always Worth Listening To,"

At the Ten Mile Baptist Church's centennial

KP, November 21, 1990, 1K.
Kieswetter, John. "Public Can Add to WVXU's Audio

celebration in 1904, it was estimated that more

20, 1923, 1–3.

Structure.
1990, 2B,

Michael R. Sweeney

History of Cincinnati Radio,” CE, March 27, 2000,

TEN-EYCK, SIDNEY DEFOREST (b. Sidney
Eick, July 22, 1905, Mechanicsburg, Pa.; d. Decem
ber 22, 1990, Edgewood, Ky). Sidney Ten-Eyck,
a major player in Cincinnati's rich broadcasting
history, was born Sidney Eickbut changed his name
for professional reasons. At age 17, he served with
the U.S. Marines (1922–1925). Through a friend,
he met his wife, Dorothy “Dolly" Tretter, and they
moved to Covington.
Ten-Eyck began his career in early radio in
1929 at Northern Kentucky's WCKY, when the
station first went on the air. He returned briefly to

"Sidney Ten-Eyck, Radio Pioneer," KP December 24,

Ci.

that same station in the late 1960s before final re

1990. 4A.

Nancy J. Tretter
TEN MILE BAPTIST CHURCH. The Ten Mile

Baptist Church, the fifth-oldest Baptist church in
Kentucky, is located north of Eagle Creek at Napo
leon in Gallatin Co. It was organized in April 1804
by original members Elder William Bledsoe, who
was the first preacher, and his wife; Mr. and Mrs.
Preston Hampton; Mr. and Mrs. James Richard
son; Solomon and his wife; Mr. and Mrs. Barnet

tirement in 1970. In the 1930s he worked for Cin

Spencer; Mr. and Mrs. Edward Spencer, John Spen
cer; and Col. and Mrs. Joseph Spencer. Solomon

cinnati's WLW radio, where he was well known

and his wife are identified in church histories as

for his syndicated Doodlesockers Saturday night

"colored." The original location of the church was

comedy program, which included stories of his
great-grandfather Tarbaby Ten-Eyck. Among his
other characters were a pianist and a violinist, nei
ther of whom could play their instruments. But
real musicians would line up to join in the parody.
The famous Mills Brothersperformed on his shows,
as well as the Clooney sisters (Rosemary Clooney
and Betty Clooney) and many other well-known

in Grant Co. about two miles north of Elliston

Station. In 1840 the congregation began meeting
a short distance away, across the new county line
into Gallatin Co., where a new church was built on

the site of the present-day church.
David Lillard became pastor of the church in
1806 and continued as pastor for the next 42
years. The church's history notes, regarding Lillard,

than 1,000 persons had joined the church during
the previous century, under the leadership of 16
different preachers and 25 different deacons. The
church did not enjoy the same growth in the be
ginning years of the new century, but the mem
bership stayed loyal, although preaching dropped
to one Sunday per month. Then in spring 1942,
the brick church building dating from 1862,
which was the Ten Mile Baptist Church's third
home, burned. Skeptics thought the fire would
be the end of the Ten Mile Baptist Church, but the
church's membership responded quickly to this
loss, and by 1943 a new frame church building
had been built. The new building was the catalyst
the church had needed, as full-time preaching re
sumed, the membership grew, and the church's

finances improved. Rev. Will Smith, the pastor
from 1937 to 1954, served longer than any other
pastor in the church's history except for Lillard,
and was responsible for the church's revitaliza
tion. As the church prospered, the congregation
erected a new brick church in 1963, which is in

use today; it was made possible by a gift from Wal
ter "Jeff" Hendrix. The Ten Mile Baptist Church,
the mother church for so many other Baptist
churches in Kentucky, celebrated its 200th anni
versary in 2004.

TEXTILES

Johnson, Lafayette. History of the Ten Mile Baptist
Church of Christ, Gallatin County, Kentucky.

Louisville, Ky: Baptist Book Concern, 1904.
Kirkpatrick, Edwin. “History of the Ten Mile Baptist
Church of Christ, Gallatin County, Kentucky,"
1976, Gallatin Co. Free Public Library, Warsaw, Ky.
Bernie Spencer
TERESITA (WALNUT GROVE). Teresita was

Wright. In the early years, the business was known
as the Safe and Sane Hatchery, and the incubators
were located in the basement of the Tewes's house.
Tewes soon moved to a 30-acre farm in what is to

Easter chicks, were sold at the incredible price of 25

“Turkey Time for Tewes," KP, November 19, 1999, 1}{.

1476, west of Beechwood and about nine miles

the poultry business to a 115-acre farm in Erlanger

south of Owenton. Teresita is within the Harmony
Precinct. There is no record of a school ever operat
ing at Walnut Grove, only a post office. Presum
ably, the area derives its name from a grove of wal

and changed the focus of the business from hatch
ing to raising chickens, both as layers and for fry
ing or roasting. Initially, chicks were obtained
from local hatcheries. As local suppliers went out
of business, Tewes Poultry had to acquire most of

In 1944 Tewes's son John H. Tewes Jr. moved

been determined. The town sits just north of the

its chicks from out of state. In the 1950s the firm

Kleber Wildlife Area (see Wildlife Areas in

expanded by addingtan turkeys to its product line.
From 1960 to 1995, Tewes Poultry trucks covered
the entire Northern Kentucky region, delivering
fresh eggs, fryers or roasters, and, during the win
ter, turkeys. Later, Tewes Poultry limited delivery

TEVIS, WALTER STONE, JR. (b. February 28,
1928, San Francisco, Calif.; d. August 9, 1984, New
York City). Writer Walter Stone Tevis Jr. was the son
of Walter Stone and Anna Elizabeth Bacon Tevis.

In 1938 Walter moved along with his family to
Richmond, Ky., where he graduated from Model
High School. After high school he served a stint in
the Pacific Theater (1945–1946) with the U.S. Naval

Reserves. Tevis received a BA in English from the
University of Kentucky (UK) at Lexington in 1949,
taught high school at various schools in Kentucky,
and was a part-time instructor at UK in 1955–1956.

He completed an MA in English at UK in 1957 and
in 1958 briefly taught English at UK's Northern
Community Center (now Northern Kentucky
University) in Covington. While a graduate stu
dent, Tevis spent many hours at a popular Lexing
ton pool hall, gathering materials for his first novel,
The Hustler(1959). He eventually gave up teaching
to write full-time, producing six additional novels
that center on pool orchess. The Man Who Fell to
Earth (1963); Mockingbird (1980); Far from Home

(1981), The Queen's Gambit (1983); The Steps of
the Sun (1983); and The Color of Money (1984).
Three of his novels were made into movies. The

Hustler, starring Paul Newman and Jackie Glea
son; The Man Who Fell to Earth, starring David
Bowie, and The Color of Money, starring Paul
Newman and Tom Cruise. Tevis was married twice

and had two children by his first wife. He died in
New York City in 1984 and was buried in the Rich
mond Cemetery, Richmond, Ky.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992,

service to individuals who were housebound and

to local grocers. One of the largest producers in
Northern Kentucky, Tewes Poultry sells appro
ximately 3,000 turkeys, 6,500 chickens, and
3,500 dozen eggs annually. In 2001, to accom
modate nutrition-conscious customers, Tewes

Poultry switched from tan turkeys, which have
large amounts of dark meat, to white turkeys be
cause they have more white meat.
In 1958 the farm was physically divided into
two sections when the government purchased
right-of-way to build I-75 (see Expressways). The
family house and the poultry buildings are con
tained on 37.5 acres. The 56 acres on the other side

of the highway lay dormant until 2001, when the
Tewes family and Pilot Contracting Corporation
entered into a joint venture to create a business
park. John Henry Tewes Jr. brought formal organi
zational structure to the family business when
he created three business entities: Tewes Farm

Corporation, the parent company, responsible for
the Tewes Business Park; Tewes Poultry Property,
which secures the farm's property; and Tewes
Poultry Products, which protects the business
products.
John Henry Tewes Jr. and Mary Ratterman
Tewes married in 1935 and had 18 children. John

died in 1988 and Mary in 2002, they were survived
by 17 children. At the death of John Henry Tewes
Jr., Daniel N. Tewes became president of Tewes
Poultry and Tewes Poultry Products, and Robert
A. Tewes was named president of Tewes Farm
Corporation.

Maltin, Leonard, ed. Leonard Maltin's 2007 Movie

Account No. 6372900, Kenton Co. Property Valua
Guide. New York: Signet Books, 2006.
James C. Claypool

tion Department.
Deed Books 312, p. 14, and C-747, p. 121, Kenton Co.
Clerk's Office.

"Feeding the Thousands," KP, November 19, 2003,2K.
TEWES POULTRY. This Small Northern Ken

“Mary Tewes, Tewes Poultry Matriarch, Mother to

tucky poultry dynasty was founded in 1911 by
John Henry Tewes Sr. He started the family busi
ness in the old Fort Perry neighborhood of Fort

Blanche Gaynor, October 11, 2004, Erlanger, Ky.
Tewes, Robert A. Interview by Blanche Gaynor and
Paul A. Tenkotte, August 24, 2004, Fort Mitchell,
Ky; telephone interview by Blanche Gaynor, March

cents each.

Owen Co.) and only a few miles from the Scott
Co. boundary.

Tewes, Daniel N. Interview by Blanche Gaynor, March
12, 2005, Erlanger, Ky.
Tewes, Daniel N., and Darlene Tewes. Interview by

day Edgewood. He patented a process for color
ing the feathers of baby chicks with vegetable dye,
thereby enhancing the hatchery's profitability. In
the 1920s a dozen eggs sold for 10 to 12 cents; the
colored baby chicks, which came to be known as

the post office's official name for the southern
Owen Co. community of Walnut Grove. The town
is located along the Teresita-Shirley Rd., Highway

nut trees. The source of the name Teresita has not
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18," KP, March 28, 2002, B5,

May, Lucy. “Northern Kentucky to Get Business

Park," Business Courier, February 23, 2001.

12, 2005.

“Trimming of Prices Bad News for Turkeys,” KE, No
vember 1, 2003, Ai-A10.

Blanche Gaynor
TEXTILES. The textile trade, originally conducted
in colonial homes, had arrived in Northern Ken

tucky in the form of a business before the 19th cen
tury. By 1799 Daniel Mayo and Eli Williams had
built a ropewalk manufacturing plant along Co
lumbia St. in Newport. By 1817 the pioneer Indian

fighter Jacob Fowler was operating a bagging fac
tory. Sidney Sherman began with a bagging fac
tory in Newport in this same era and also ran a "bul
let manufacturing factory" in Covington, supplying
the military before he departed, amid much fanfare,
to fight in the Mexican War. In 1828 Newport lost
out to its neighboring city Covington when Charles
MacAllister chose to open his cotton factory on
Covington's riverfront instead of in Newport. Nev
ertheless, by the 1840s Newport had become the ac
knowledged local center for fabric production. The
Newport Manufacturing Company (see John
Wooleston Tibbatts), incorporated in 1831, pur
chased 27 acres along the Ohio River and built 36
workers' dwellings, a cotton and a woolen factory,
a ropewalk, and a hemp-bagging mill in town. The
Cincinnati Daily Gazette recalled that in Octo
ber 1835 this Newport manufacturing company,
employing 329, had manufactured "4,056 batting,
yards of Kentuckyjeans, 3,716 yardsoflinseys, 5,299
yards of cotton plains,200 lbs. ofcotton, 2,500 lbs of
cotton yarns, 18,284 lbs. of bale rope, and 36,568
yards of bagging." An expansion plan soon contrib
uted to an increase in annual production of bale
rope and bagging. The short supplies of American
grown hemp and high prices for this product ne
cessitated purchases by the Newport Manufactur
ing Company of "354,201 pounds of Russia Hemp."
But ordinarily Newport manufacturers enjoyed ac
cess to Mason Co. hemp crops, Ohio sheep farms,
and Memphis, Tenn., cotton merchants.
By the early 1840s, William B. Jackson and his
brother had opened a business called the New
port Silk Manufacturing Company, and in
1854 the company won an award at a prominent
industrial exposition in New York City. By 1843
another new textile firm had opened a steam mill
and ropewalk, “the most extensive" in the West.
Newport's Licking Valley Steam Cordage and the
Oakum Manufacturing Company made hemp
into thread by machine before laying three or four
strands into rope, “from 1/2 inch to 12 inch cable."
Strong industrial leadership later built for New
port a reputation as a major steel center that lasted
well into the 20th century, but as late as 1900, 21
percent of the city's industrial workers were still
engaged in the manufacture of clothing.
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The Covington Cotton factory opened in 1828,
in a four-story building 120 by 40 feet in size that
cost $66,000 to build. It operated 2,288 spindles,
employed 60 workers, and produced 4,000 pounds
of cotton yarn and 2,000 yards of cloth daily. In
1836 it produced yarn and "wick" worth $75,000
and "cotton gins" worth $35,000. The cotton fac
tory expanded to add the manufacture of jeans and
linseys. In 1840 it employed 90 workers, who pro
duced 30,000 pounds of yarns. In 1844 it con
sumed 850 bales of cotton, made 32,500 lbs of yarn,
employed 70 to 100 employees (three-fourths of
whom were women), and paid wages of from $1.50
to $3.25 weekly. A 40-horsepower steam engine at
the factory used 22,000 bushels of coal. Covington
also had three ropewalks. In 1864 a Cincinnati
company purchased the Covington cotton factory
for conversion to a woolen factory. In 1866 the Gla
serbrothers were manufacturing wool at Scott and
Front Sts in Covington. By 1869, however, the two
woolen mills located in Covington were situated at
Eighth St. and Madison Ave. and on Pike St. and
the Glasers' operation at Scott and Front Sts. ap
parently had been closed.
Another Covington merchant, Thomas Bake
well, opened the Covington Bagging Factory at
Second and Philadelphia Sts. in town. In the early
1830s, it produced $25,000 worth offinished "hemp
goods" per year. In 1836 Covington and Newport
produced nearly one-half million yards of bagging
for wrapping Southern cotton bales. In 1849 Pep
per and Blair operated Bakewell's former plant,
known also as the Globe Mills and Bagging Fac
tory; it was one of the largest processors of hemp in
Kentucky. That was just a little more than one de
cade before the 1860s Union blockade during the
Civil War cut off Southern cotton trade; afterward

Kentucky's hemp economy faded.
In 1860 the Cincinnati city directory listed 4
cotton factories, 2 cotton dealers, 12 rope and cord
age firms, 2 wool dealers, and 1 woolen manufac
turer. After the Civil War, commerce to the east

and west of the Greater Cincinnati region acceler
ated. Cincinnati remained both a "jobber,” or com
mercial center, and a manufacturing center. Fol
lowing a wool and woolen fabrics exposition in
Chicago, Cincinnati boosters arranged an Exposi
tion of Textile Fabrics in August 1869, inviting
manufacturers of cotton, flax, hemp, silk, and wool,
and also growers, to attend. This exposition inau
gurated a series of general industrial expositions.
In 1866 the Covington city directory listed 2
woolen mills, 1 rope manufacturer, 2 carpet weav
ers, and 20 tailors and clothiers. Newport had 1
rope manufacturer, 1 cotton-batting factory near
the Newport Barracks, and 3 tailor shops. In
1876 Covington listed 4 carpet weavers, 22 dress
makers, 26 tailors, and 8 sewing machine compa
nies, including a branch of the Singer Manufactur
ing Company at 540 Madison Ave.
After the Civil War, new partners set up a na
tional business, the Putnam-Hooker Company,
which specialized in Southern cotton goods. In
Covington, the Putnam-Hooker Company over
saw the Argonaut Cotton Mill (1892–1915) and the
Reliance Textile and Dye Works, which operated

into the mid-1980s, when the market for such pro
cessing had declined. The last owner-manager of
the firm, by then known as the Reliance Dyeing and
Finishing Corporation, was Harold J. Krantz Jr. He
recalled that, while employing up to 25 workers, the
highly mechanized firm dyed and finished fabric
and components for carpet, vacuum cleaner, furni
ture, and car manufacturers nationwide. It im

ported cotton and modern synthetics from the
South and overseas and dyes from Cincinnati, Ger
many, and elsewhere. Back in 1891, the Putnam
Hooker Company claimed to represent about 30 of
the largest cotton and woolen mills in the southern
and western parts of the United States.
Established in 1880 with an office in Cincin

nati, the Overman and Schrader Cordage Com
pany operated the Eagle Twin Mills on W. Sixth
St., Covington. In 1901 it was processing cords and
ropes, cotton, flax, hemp, and sisal. In 1888 Cov
ington had three rope and cordage firms in the vi
cinity of the city's railroad terminal and commis
sion offices. Newport listed no rope and cordage
manufacturing; Bellevue had one such firm; and
located across from Cincinnati's Fulton shipyards,
Dayton, Ky., had eight. In 1910 Covington had the
Argonaut Cotton Mill, a carpet weaver, 87 dress
makers, and more than 40 tailor shops. Newport
had 64 dressmakers, 7 men's finishing shops, and
more than 50 tailor shops. In 1910 Cincinnati
listed cotton brokerage offices, mills, and other
cotton firms, including the Putnam Hooker Com
pany. In 1926 Covington had the Reliance Com
pany, 36 dressmaking shops, and 15 tailor shops.
Newport had 14 dressmakers and 16 tailor shops.
In 1952 Newport shoppers could purchase
ready-to-wear clothing, drapes, window shades,
blankets, linens, hosiery, and underwear at the
Brandt Dry Goods Store, operated by Albert, Au
gust, and Charles Brandt at 906 Monmouth St.
David, Oscar, and Nathan Levine operated Hyde
Park Clothes, a "clothing manufacturer,” at 603
Washington St. in Newport. In 1962 Newportlisted
two manufacturers, the Palm Beach Company at
the southeast corner of Washington and Fifth Sts.,
and Hyde Park Clothes, one block away at Wash
ington and Sixth Sts., which operated into the
1970s. In the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s, the Palm

Beach Company, on Kenton Lands Rd. in Erlanger,
manufactured men's and boys clothing. In 1991
the Palm Beach Mill Outlet ("retail") occupied the
southeast corner of Washington and Fifth Sts. in
Newport.

The textile industry changed rapidly from natu
ral and synthetic fabrics and dyes to handicraft and
manufactured ready-to-wear goods. It also changed
drastically with new industrially engineered pro
cesses, new household technologies, new patterns of
advertising and marketing, and shifting lifestyles.

THACKER, THOMAS (b. November 2, 1939,

Covington, Ky). Thomas Porter Thacker, the son of
William T. and Velma M. Arvin Thacker, played
basketball on three national championship teams:
the NCAA (at the University of Cincinnati, 1960–
1961 and 1961–1962), the NBA (for the Boston
Celtics, 1967–1968), and the ABA (for the Indiana
Pacers, 1970–1971).

Thacker's success in basketball began in grade
school at the Roman Catholic African American

school in Covington, Our Savior. His team
played in the Northern Kentucky Holy Name
Basketball League, winning the league's champi
onship in 1955. In 1956, when integration closed
Our Savior's High School, Thacker enrolled at
William Grant High School. In 1956 African
American schools were admitted to the Kentucky
High School Athletic Association. That year his
basketball team won the district tournament but

lost in the regional tournament. William Grant
had a season record of 23-4. In 1957–1958, Thack

er's second year, William Grant High School won
the district and regional basketball tournaments
but lost in the first round of the state tournament.
The school's basketball season ended with a re

cord of 26-5. In 1958–1959, Thacker's final year,
his high school won the district and regional tour
naments but lost in the quarter finals of the state
tournament. The school's season ended with a re
cord of 31-7.

Thacker, still needing a few high school credits
to graduate, attended the Holmes High School dur
ing summer 1959, then in the fall entered the Uni
versity of Cincinnati. He earned a BA and an MA
there. As a six-foot-two forward, he had a distin

guished college playing career that included twice
being named a basketball All-American. Following
college, Thacker played basketball professionally
for a time with the Cincinnati Royals alongside
Oscar Robertson. After his NBA-ABA career,
Thacker played and coached some minor league

professional basketball teams. He also coached the
University of Cincinnati's Lady Bearcats basketball
team for a short period.
Thacker was named to the Northern Kentucky
Sports Hall of Fame in 1986 and the Northern
Kentucky Black Hall of Fame in 1989. He currently
lives in Cincinnati, where during his retirement he
does occasional substitute teaching for the Cincin
nati Public School System.
Fisher, John C. K. “Black Hall of Fame Inductees
Transcend Sports," KP February 25, 1989, 1K.
“Our Savior Wins,” KTS, January 5, 1955, 7A.

Reis, Jim. "Many Tried, Few Defeated William Grant
in '50s, '60s,” KP February 23, 1998,4K.
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17, 1994, 4K.
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Facts,” KP, August 13, 1982,5K.

Hopkins, James F. A History of the Hemp Industry in
Kentucky. Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1951.
Krantz, Harold J., Jr. Interview by John Boh, July 11,

Weber, Dan. "Thacker, Hils, Grant Top All-Time Hoop
Picks,” KP, December 25, 1984, 10K.
Theodore H. H. Harris
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Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky., Otto Zimmerman,
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John Boh

THEISSEN, HELEN MCNEEVE (b. May 28,
1906, Covington, Ky; d. April 11, 2005, Coving
ton, Ky.). Catholic charities activist Helen Theissen

THIEN, WENCESLAUS
was the oldest of four children of Frank and El

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,
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also given as Wenzeslaus and Wenzel) was the son

intact are artworks by him and Wilhelm Lamp
recht for St. Romuald (L'Église de Saint-Romuald
d’Etchemin) in New-Liverpool, Quebec, dating
from 1868–1869. Also remaining are creations that
he painted for St. Anthony of Padua Catholic
Church in St. Louis, Mo., operated by the Francis
cans. That same province of Franciscan priests and
brothers, based in St. Louis, employed him as an
artist at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Cleveland,
Ohio, the size and magnificence of which earned it

December 1935. He died in 1966, and she subse

of Gerhard Thien, a master blacksmith, and Gesina

the title the Cathedral of the East Side; it closed in

quently donated the hand-carved Sacred Heart
Altar in Covington's Cathedral Basilica of
the Assumption to his memory and that of her

Gerdes Thien. Wenceslaus, born in Bokel, was bap
tized in the nearby Catholic parish at Aschendorf.

Thien's 1867 artwork for St. Lawrence Catholic

parents.
Active in Catholic charitable causes for the

younger brother Heribert (Herbert) (1844–1919),
he immigrated to the United States. Wenceslaus
and Herbert boarded the ship New York at the
port of Bremen in Germany and arrived in New
York City on August 14, 1866. Twenty-eight years
old at the time of his immigration, Wenceslaus was
a respected artist in Germany and had earned the
recommendation of the bishop of Münster, Johann
Georg Müller. In addition, in the winter of 1869
he traveled throughout Europe, further studying

len “Nellie" Grossman McNeeve. She attended La

Salette Academy in Covington, earned her first
bachelor's degree from Sacred Heart College in
Cincinnati's Clifton neighborhood (1928), and re

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The Diocese

of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
Paul A. Tenkotte

ceived an additional BS in education from the

University of Cincinnati (1929). Thereafter, she
taught for four years in public schools in Cincin
nati's poorer West End district. Helen married
Mark A. Theissen, an aeronautical engineer, in

Archdiocese of Cincinnati, Helen served as trea
surer of the Cincinnati Catholic Women's Asso

ciation in 1958–1959. Under Bishop William T.
Mulloy of the Diocese of Covington (bishop
1945–1959), she became involved in the Dioce
san Council of Catholic Women (DCCW), an af.
filiate of the National Council of Catholic Women

(NCCW) (see Roman Catholics). From 1958 un

THIEN, WENCESLAUS (b. May 17, 1838, Bokel,
Germany; d. November 13, 1912, Cincinnati,
Ohio). Artist Wenceslaus Thien (his first name was

He was the third of five children, and with his

1986 and was destroyed by fire in February 1993.
Church in Lawrenceburg, Ind., has been over
painted, as well as his three-month-long decora
tion of Isaac M. Wise Temple (Jewish) on Plum St.
in Cincinnati in fall 1874. Lost are his 1869 works
for St. Philomena Catholic Church in Cincinnati

(demolished), his 1871 commissions for St. Eliza

beth Hospital's Chapel on W. 11th St. in Covington
(demolished) (see St. Elizabeth Medical Cen

ter), and his masterpieces for St. Stephen Catholic
Church in Hamilton, Ohio. The St.Stephen church
was formerly operated by the Franciscans, Cincin

Christian art and decoration. Herbert, who had

nati Province; Thien's works there were over

painted, and later the building was rebuilt after a
fire in 1990. In 1877 Thien painted the walls and
ceiling of the old St. Boniface Catholic Church
(formerly operated by the Franciscans, Cincinnati
Province) in Louisville, Ky., which was replaced by
the present structure in 1900. In 1885 he executed

mary McNeeve became friends of Mother Teresa
and sponsored one of the many babies that Mother

studied at the Gymnasium Carolinum (secondary
school) in Osnabrück, was a rector at a rural parish
in Germany. The brothers chose Cincinnatias their
destination. Herbert completed his studies for the
priesthood at Mount St. Mary Seminary in Cin
cinnati and was ordained a priest for the Archdio
cese of Cincinnati in May 1867.
Wenceslaus Thien was peripatetic, like many
artists of his day, first appearing in the Cincinnati
City Directory in 1870. He was associated with the
Covington Altar Stock Building Company
in Covington, which employed fellow artists Wil
helm Lamprecht and Johann Schmitt. By the
time that the Covington Altar Stock Building Com
pany moved to St. Vincent's Abbey in Latrobe, Pa.,
in the early 1870s, Wenceslaus Thien had set out on

Teresa rescued from the streets. Theissen also ad

his own as a fresco artist; his office was located for

funeral mass was held at Cincinnati's first German

vised Mother Teresa before she opened a facility in
New York City.

many years in the Johnston Building, on the south
west corner of Fifth and Walnut Sts. in Cincinnati.

American Catholic parish, Holy Trinity on W. Fifth
St., and he was buried at Old St. Joseph Cemetery

Theissen and McNeeve dedicated many years

In 1874 Thien offered Covington artist Frank Du

in Cincinnati.

to the Diocese of Covington's annual DCCW
Seminary Ball, providing funds for the construc
tion and operation of the Seminary of St. Pius
X. The two sisters were also members of the Eques
trian Order of the Knights and Ladies of the Holy
Sepulchre of Jerusalem, a society dedicated to sup
porting hospitals, schools, and orphanages for

veneck a position in his firm, but the latter de
clined. By 1892, at the height of its success, the
W. Thien Decorating Company had headquar
ters in Cincinnati's prestigious Carew Building,

til 1960, she served as president of the NCCW, then
composed of 13,000 chapters and 9 million mem
bers. Under Theissen's leadership and through the
influence of Miss Eileen Egan of Catholic Relief
Services, the NCCW brought Mother Teresa of
Calcutta (1910–1997) to its 1960 national conven

tion in Las Vegas entitled “Women in the Sixties."
The visit was a historic occasion, as it marked the

very first time that Mother Teresa had left India
since her arrival there in 1929. Still relatively un
known to the outside world at the time, Mother

Teresa and her Missionaries of Charity later be
came famous worldwide for their avocation on be

half of the poor. Mother Teresa received the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1979. Theissen and her sister Rose

Middle Eastern children. Theissen received the

prestigious Pro Ecclesia medal for her charitable
work from Pope John XXIII. She died in Coving
ton in April 2005. Her funeral mass was at the Ca
thedral Basilica of the Assumption, and she was
buried at St. Mary Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.
Egan, Eileen. Catholic Relief Services: The Beginning
Years: For the Life of the World. New York: Cath
olic Relief Services, 1988.

“Highest Office Goes to Mrs. Theissen, KP Septem
ber 25, 1958, 1.
Tenkotte, Paul A. “Helen Theissen Introduced Mother
Teresa to the United States," Cathedral Chimes 15,
no. 4 (Summer 2005): 1–2.

on the southwest corner of Fifth and Vine Sts., and
included artists L. Emrich and Paul Hein. Thien's

artistic creations, like those of Lamprecht and
Schmitt, are still found at Covington's Mother of
God Catholic Church, where he painted exqui
site a secco paintings on the ceiling and walls in
1890–1891.

The exact number and location of Thien's ar

tistic works may never be known, because ecclesi
astical artists often did not sign their creations.
Overpainting has destroyed some Thien works,
while the demolition of many fine old churches
has destroyed others. Nevertheless, Dr. Beate Stock
of the National Gallery of Canada in Ottawa has
identified a long list of Thien's works before 1872
through articles appearing in Cincinnati's German
Catholic newspaper the Wahrheits-Freund. Still

frescoes for the old St. John Catholic Church on

Worth St. in Covington (demolished).
Wenceslaus Thien remained single throughout
his life, devoted to his painting and to his brother
Herbert. Rev. Herbert Thien transferred to ser

vice in the Diocese of Covington in 1872 and was
a longtime pastor of Corpus Christi Catholic
Church in Newport. He returned to Germany and
the Diocese of Osnabrück in 1895. Wenceslaus
Thien died in Cincinnati in November 1912. His

Central Catholic Church Archive (Diozösanarchiv),

Osnabrück, Germany, to Beate Stock, National
Gallery of Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, October 16,
2006. In Paul A. Tenkotte's personal files.
“Deaths,” Cincinnati Commercial Tribune, Novem
ber 15, 1912, 5.

Heller, James G. As Yesterday When It Is Past: A His
tory of the Isaac M. Wise Temple—K. K. B'nai

Yeshurun—of Cincinnati in Commemoration of
the Centenary of Its Founding. Cincinnati, 1942.
Müller-Koppe, Jens, Historical Research Services,
Bremen, Germany, to Paul A. Tenkotte, October 31,
2006. In Tenkotte's personal files.
Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,
1954.

State of Ohio, Bureau of Vital Statistics, Certificate of
Death for Wenzel Thien, vol. 924, no. 59,944, for

the year 1912.

Stock, Beate, National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa,
Ontario, to Paul A. Tenkotte. E-mail messages and
letters. In Tenkotte's personal files.
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THOMAS, GEORGE H., GENERAL

Tenkotte, Paul A., David E. Schroeder, and Thomas S.
Ward. To Be Catholic and American in Northern,

Central, and Appalachian Kentucky: The Diocese
of Covington, 1853–2003. Forthcoming.
"Unser Decorationsmaler." Cincinnati Wahrheits

Freund, February 12, 1873,221.
Paul A. Tenkotte

THOMAS, GEORGE H., GENERAL (b. July
13, 1816, Newsoms Depot, Va.; d. March 28, 1870,
San Francisco, Calif). The city of Fort Thomas is
named in honor of Civil War general George
Henry Thomas. A West Point graduate and a vet
eran of the Mexican War, Thomas chose to cast

his lot with the Union during the Civil War. Fol
lowing his defeat of the Confederates at Mill
Springs, Ky., in 1862, his troops joined Gen. Don
Carlos Buell's forces and fought at Nashville and
Pittsburgh Landing, Tenn. Later, Thomas distin
guished himself at Murfreesboro and Chicka
mauga, Tenn. His gallant stand in the second of
these battles against twice his numbers won him
his nickname, "the RockofChickamauga." Thomas
fought with Gen. William T. Sherman in the 1864
Atlanta campaign. In December of that year, he
crushed the Confederate Army at Nashville in
the most decisive Unionvictory ofthe war. Thomas
was promoted to major general in the regular
army and received a special vote of thanks from
the U.S. Congress. He died in 1870 and was buried
at the Oakwood Cemetery in Troy, NY.
"Ft. Thomas Gives Old General a New Sheen," KP.
June 19, 1984, 1K.

President Lyndon Baines Johnson (in academic garb, on left) at the Thomas More College
dedication ceremonies, September 28, 1968.

sponsor three Catholic colleges in Northern Ken
tucky. In 1928 he placed Villa Madonna College
under the sponsorship of the Diocese of Covington.
By the spring of 1929, the Sisters of St. Benedict had
determined that they could no longer afford to sup
port both Villa Madonna College and the Diocesan
Normal School. The sisters decided to close Villa

Reis, Jim. "Civil War Legacy," KP February 20.
1983, 4K.

Madonna College and to concentrate their energy

. "Fort Thomas Named to Honor Union Gen
eral," KP, October 14, 2002, 4K.
Bill Thomas

in the normal school. On June 4, 1929, the Benedic

THOMAS MORE COLLEGE. Thomas More

College is a Roman Catholic liberal arts college in
Crestview Hills, Kenton Co. The Sisters of St.

Benedict of Covington established the institution
in 1921, under the name Villa Madonna College.
The school was originally located on the Villa Ma
donna Academy property in Villa Hills. On August
14, 1923, Villa Madonna College received a charter
from the Commonwealth of Kentucky. It was the
first four-year, degree-granting college in Northern
Kentucky. The first dean of the college was Benedic

ious Catholic and secular universities to earn doc

toral degrees. Diocesan clergy staffed the theology
and philosophy departments. Despite these efforts,

san Normal School graduated its first class of schol
ars. Bishop Howard decided to operate the Diocesan
Normal School under the original charter and name
of Villa Madonna College. The choice to use the
charter and name of Villa Madonna College was
primarily based on Bishop Howard's fear of state in
tervention. An application for a new state charter
would require the college to conform more closely
to the state's view of higher education—a confor
mity that Bishop Howard found unacceptable. The
college was staffed by diocesan clergy and by the Sis
ters of St. Benedict, the Sisters of Divine Providence,

College was established primarily to educate the

moved in 1928 to St. Walburg Academy (see Sisters
of St. Benedict) on E. 12th St. in Covington.
The first dean (chief operating officer) under
diocesansponsorship was Rev. Michael Leick(1928–
1943). Other early deans of the college included
Rev. Edmund Corby (1943–1944), the Very Rever
end Thomas McCarty (1945-1949), and Rev. Jo
seph Z. Aud (1949–1951). Beginning in 1929, an

for all teachers. This left the Sisters of Notre
Dame and the Sisters of Divine Providence,

whose members were also teaching in area Catholic
schools, without a local college program. During
the early 1920s, both orders began plans for college
programs of their own. When Bishop Francis W.
Howard, an eminent educator, was appointed to

the Diocese of Covington (see Roman Catholics)
in 1923, he quickly saw that it was inadvisable to

Villa Madonna College steadily increased in
stature and enrollment under diocesan sponsor
ship. In order to furnish well-qualified faculty and
staff members, the three orders of women religious
agreed to divide the departments on an equal
basis. In this way, each order could prepare mem
bers in specific disciplines. Sisters were sent to var

times Villa Madonna College graduated its first and

and the Sisters of Notre Dame. The college was

ing in the Catholic schools of the region. From the
very beginning, however, laywomen were also ac
cepted as students. New teaching certification stan
dards in Kentucky required college-level training

in 1971.

last class. Several weeks later, on June 20, the Dioce

tine sister M. Domitilla Thuener. Villa Madonna

members of the Benedictine Order who were teach

in 1970, and two faculty representatives were added

official board of trustees was established. Members

of the board included the bishop of the Diocese of
Covington, the dean of the college, and the moth
ers superior of the Sisters of St. Benedict, the Con
gregation of Divine Providence, and the Sisters
of Notre Dame. Lay members were added to the
board in 1967. A student representative was added

the clergy and religious orders of the region could
not fully staff the college. Dedicated laymen and
laywomen have served as staff members and on the
faculty formany decades.
Rev. Leo Streck, headmaster of the Covington
Latin School, began offering college-level courses
to the graduates of that all-male school in 1934,
and he named this new endeavor St. Thomas More

College. These classes eventually became accred
ited through the all-female Villa Madonna Col.
lege. In 1945 Bishop William T. Mulloy announced
that Villa Madonna College would become coed
ucational. When a flood of male students, espe
cially those receiving the GI Bill, enrolled, class
room space soon became insufficient. In order to
solve this problem permanently, the college pur
chased a large tract of land known as the Klaene
Estate in Fort Thomas, Campbell Co., in 1948.
Plans called for the construction of a new campus
on the property, and ground was broken for the
new campus on April 23, 1950, by the Most Rever
end Amleto Giovanni Cicognani, the Vatican's
apostolic delegate to the United States. But the
new campus was never builton this site. The prop
erty was sold when college officials purchased
a new site along Turkeyfoot Rd. in Crestview Hills
in 1954.

THOMPSON, EDWIN PORTER

Financial difficulties delayed the construction
of a new campus on the Crestview Hills property.
In the meantime, buildings were rented or pur
chased near the main building on E. 12th St. in
Covington to house the growing enrollment. In
1945 classrooms at St. Joseph School along Scott St.
in Covington were acquired by the college. Other
buildings used for classrooms in Covington in

Saelinger, Sister M. Irminia. Retrospect and Vista:
The First Fifty Years of Thomas More College.
Newport, Ky. Wendling, 1971.

cluded the Mother of God School on W. Sixth St.,

Schroeder, David E. "Thomas More College Archives
Inventory," 2000, Thomas More College Library,
Crestview Hills, Ky.
David E. Schroeder
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some of which were written in Augusta, were pub
lished in Letters of Theodore Dwight Weld, An
gelina Grimke Weld, and Sarah Grimke.
Thome delivered a speech in May 1834 to the
Annual Meeting of the American Anti-Slavery So
ciety, of which he became a vice president. In 1836
this group commissioned Thome to examine the
results of immediate emancipation in the West In
dies, in order to advance the cause in the United

12th St., and Thomas More Hall (an old firehouse)

THOME, JAMES A. (b. January 20, 1813, Au
gusta, Ky.; d. March 4, 1873, Chattanooga, Tenn.).
Antislavery activist James Armstrong Thome was
the son of Arthur Thome, an emancipator accused
of being a conductor of fugitive slaves in Augusta

on 12th St.

in Bracken Co. James A. Thome, who was also in

Not all of Thome's influential writings were de

In 1951 Rev. John F. Murphy was appointed
dean of Villa Madonna College (he received the
title of president in 1953) and remained in that
post until 1971. It was under Murphy's guidance
that the college was accredited by the Southern
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools in
1959 and that the new campus was built. In 1966
plans for the new Crestview Hills campus were
completed. Ground was broken on May 9, 1966,
and construction on the multimillion-dollar proj
ect began. The campus was ready for occupancy
in January 1968. During the following month,
Bishop Richard H. Ackerman announced that the
name of the institution was to be changed to
Thomas More College, after the lord chancellor
of England who was martyred for his faith by
King Henry VIII. The college was officially dedi
cated on September 28, 1968. A surprise guest at
the dedication was President Lyndon B. Johnson

volved in helping slaves escape (see Abolition
ists), was threatened with arrest and imprison
ment if he returned to his home at Augusta from
Oberlin College, where he was working on a theol
ogy degree. The threat had been issued because
James had successfully removed a slave, Judah,
from Augusta across the Ohio River to Ripley,
Ohio, and then on to Canada. Perhaps Thome's
zeal concerning the antislavery movement is best
expressed in his own words: “Oh! The slave kitch
ens of the South are the graveyards of the mind.
Every countenance of their miserable inmates is

voted to the cause of the enslaved; he also wrote a

sequences for their acts of conscience. Family let
ters on file at Oberlin College refer to their plight
while they lived in Augusta, where they endured
difficulties ranging from harassment to outright
threats against their personal safety. As these ac

the tombstone of a buried intellect, and the soul

tions became more severe, the elder Thome and his

less eye is its dreadful epitaph!"
Arthur Thome (1769–1855) was one of Augus
ta's first settlers, quickly becoming wealthy in
the flourmill business and other enterprises. His

family sold the Thome mansion and businesses in
Augusta at a financial loss and moved to Athens,
Mo., where he is credited with establishing another
Underground Railroad pathway to freedom.

three-story mansion was later the home of the

James A. Thome became an influential minis
ter in Cleveland and Mount Vernon, Ohio. After

the Cathedral Lyceum and Columbus Hall on
Madison Ave., Aquinas Hall and Bernard Hall
North and South along Scott St., Cabrini Hall on

Marshall family, ancestors of Gen. George C. Mar

(1963–1969).

shall. At the insistence of his son James, Arthur

The Thomas More College campus in Crest
view Hills has been a work in progress. Marian
and Howard Residence Halls were ready for use
during the 1968–1969 school year. Ackerman Hall,
also a dormitory, was ready during the following
year. In 1972 the Science Building was completed,

Thome freed his men and women slaves between

and in 1989 the Connor Convocation Center was

ready for athletic competition. More recent addi
tions have included the Holbrook Student Center

(1999) and Rev. John F. Murphy Residence Hall

1832 and 1836 and also became one of the area's

most successful conductors of the Underground
Railroad, the escape network helping to take fu
gitive slaves to freedom. One former slave from
Maysville reported in the June 1, 1839, issue of the
Colored American, published in New York, that
the Thomes were highly instrumental in the work
of the Underground Railroad. According to slave
Robert, “[Arthur Thome would get out of his bed

(2003). In 1967 the college acquired the U.S. Lock

in the middle of the night to help runaway slaves

and Dam on the Ohio River in rural Campbell Co.
This facility has been utilized as a biological field

arts in teaching).

out of the reach of their masters. He would give
them clothes and money and send them across the
Ohio River. He was very rich, he said, or he could
not live there, meaning, it was understood, that his
great wealth made his slave-holding neighbors
afraid to injure him.”
Arthur's son James was educated at Augusta
College, where debates on slavery were held as
early as 1826. Martin Ruter, the first president of
the college, was one ofthe founding members of the
Kentucky Colonization Society, an organization
that endorsed sending emancipated slaves to the
colony established in the newly formed West Afri
can country of Liberia. After graduation from col
lege, James Thome entered the prestigious Lane
Seminary in Cincinnati. In 1833 and 1834 he par
ticipated in the noted Lane Debates on slavery that

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

caused Theodore Weld, Thome, and 50 other stu

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Reis, Jim. “Thomas More: College of Many Sites, Mis

dents to leave the Lane Seminary, eventually be
coming members of the first theology class at
Oberlin College. Thirty of Thome's letters to Weld,

States. In winter 1837, Thome penned from his
home in Augusta the manuscript for his Emanci
pation in the West Indies, which was published
in 1838.

lesser-known pamphlet, Address of the Females
of Ohio. Thome's views in the pamphlet were de
livered by him at the Ohio Anti-Slavery Anniver
sary in April 1836 and then later published by the
Ohio Anti-Slavery Society in Cincinnati.
Both Arthur and James Thome suffered con

the Civil War, he traveled to Europe, raising
money for the education of former slaves; his Au
gusta College friend John G. Fee had been simi
larly engaged at Berea College. Thome's later years
were spent as a successful minister. In 1871 he be
came pastor of the First Congregation Church in
Chattanooga, Tenn., the town where he died of
pneumonia two years later.
Miller, Caroline R. "Abolitionists of Augusta's 'White
Hall'. Arthur and James Thome,” NKH 11, no. 1
(Fall–Winter 2003): 46–55.
Caroline R. Miller

station ever since (see Center for Ohio River
Research).

Presidents of Thomas More College since Mur
phy have included Dr. Richard DeGraff (1971–
1978), Dr. Robert Giroux (1978–1982), Dr. Thomas

Coffey (1982–1985), Dr. Charles Bensman (1986–
1992), Father William F. Cleves (1993–2001), Dr. E.

Joseph Lee (2001–2004), and Sister Margaret
Stallmeyer, C.D.P., who was officially inaugurated
the 13th president of Thomas More College on
April 28, 2005. Today there are approximately
1,500 students enrolled at the college, both full

and part-time, and two graduate programs are of.
fered (business administration and a masters of

sions,” KP, November 25, 1985, 4K.

THOMPSON, EDWIN PORTER (b. May 6,
1834, Center, Metcalfe Co., Ky.; d. March 4, 1903,
Frankfort, Ky.) Educator and author Edwin Porter
Thompson was the eldest son of Lewis M. and
Mary R. Thompson. He was 12 years old when his
father died, and he soon learned to become a survi

vor. Before the Civil War he was studying for the
bar, but the war dashed his plans for a law career.
During the war, he was a captain and fought with
the 6th Kentucky Infantry (CSA). Wounded twice,
he carried several bullets in his body to his death.
After the war, he went to Owen Co. and established

the Harrisburgh Academy in 1869, which in
1876 became Owen College. The school flour
ished into the late 1880s. As an academic, Thomp
son was a mathematician and a linguist. During
the course of his lifetime, he wrote six books. Be

fore the war, he published a mathematical textbook,
Academic Arithmetic, that was used statewide.
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THOMPSON, JOHN TALIAFERRO “TOMMY GUN,” BRIGADIER GENERAL

Later, in 1868, appeared his History of the First
Kentucky Brigade, a 931-page volume. He also au
thored Young People's History of Kentucky in
1897, and the same year The Priest's Temptation
was published. Thompson's most important and
lasting work is his 1,104-page The History of the
Orphan Brigade (1898). In 1888 Kentucky gover
nor Simon Bolivar Buckner (1887–1891) appointed
Thompson as the state librarian; in 1890 Buckner
made Thompson his private secretary, and in 1891
Thompson was elected state superintendent of
public instruction and served for four years. After
ward, he began to compile Kentucky's Confederate
War records, a project still in process when he died
in 1903 at Frankfort. He was survived by his wife of
45 years, Marcella.
Biographical Cyclopedia of the Commonwealth of

Kentucky. Chicago. John M. Gresham, 1896.
"Captain Ed Porter Thompson Dead,” Lexington
Leader, March 5, 1903, 6.

Frankfort Cemetery. . . in Kentucky. Frankfort:
Kentucky Historical Society, 1988.
Jillson, William R. Literary Haunts and Personali
ties of Old Frankfort: 1791–1941. Frankfort. Ken
tucky Historical Society, 1941.
THOMPSON,
JOHN
TALIAFERRO
“TOMMY GUN” BRIGADIER GENERAL

(b. December 1, 1860, Newport, Ky; d. June 21,
1940, Great Neck, N.Y.). Inventor John Thompson
was born in the historic Southgate House along
Taylor St. (24 E. Third St. today). He was the son of
U.S. Army lieutenant colonel James Thompson; his
mother was Julia Maria Taliaferro, from a promi
nent early Campbell Co. family. Among his ances
tors were Gen. James Taylor; Dr. Thomas Hinde,
Newport's first medical doctor; and the Taliaferro
and Southgate families. Nathaniel Southgate
Shaler and Dr. Louise Southgate were cousins
of his. John T. Thompson's parents met while his
father was stationed at the Newport Barracks.
Thompson's father planned the artillery batteries
across Northern Kentucky in 1862 as part of the
defense of Cincinnati during the Civil War.
John Thompson had a long and productive
military career, but he is best known as the inventor
of the Thompson submachine gun. He grew up on
various military installations around the United
States. In 1877, while living in Indiana, where his
father was a professor of military science, he en
rolled at Indiana University in Bloomington. One
year later, he was awarded an appointment to the
U.S. Military Academy at West Point, N.Y., where
he graduated 11th in the class of 1882. Lt. “Talie"
Thompson, as he was then known, served his first
duty assignment at Fort Leavenworth, Kans.
Thompson resigned from the U.S. Army in
1914. His career had been distinguished in the ar
easofordnance and logistics: he was skilled at mov
ing men and equipment around. He also recog
nized the need for the army to develop a better gun
for the foot soldier, whose weapon had not been
substantially improved in 40 years. He went to work
for the Remington Arms Company, as their chief
engineer in charge of small arms development, and
in that capacity he oversaw the construction of two

new small arms factories. With the outbreak of

World War I, he was called into service again as
director of arsenals, with the rank of brigadiergen
eral. In a gutsy move, he halted production of the
older guns for a few months while retooling for an
improved weapon. He believed that he could man
ufacture the newer guns twice as fast. He was suc
cessful, and soon American soldiers in Europe were
carrying improved rifles, while production at home
quickly overcame the shortage.
After World War I, Thompson founded the
Auto-Ordnance Corporation. In 1919 he earned
his nickname of "Tommy Gun Thompson" when
he developed the Thompson submachine gun, and
warfare was never the same again. Now a mobile
soldier could create a fusillade of bullets that was

possible previously only with a Gatlinggun. Much
to Thompson's chagrin, his new weapon became
the favorite of the underworld. The image of
mobsters standing on running boards of speeding
black getaway cars holding their blazing tommy
guns, however exaggerated, is engrained in the folk
lore of the roaring 1920s.
Thompson's son, Marcellus Hagens Thomp
son, also a West Point graduate, who was a vice
president of Auto-Ordnance, was indicted in the
early 1920s for sending illegal machine guns to Ire
land. A shipment of some 500 guns was uncovered
en route, but it turned out that Thomas Ryan, an
other vice president of the Auto-Ordnance Corpo
ration and a longtime supporter of Irish indepen
dence, was the culprit. John Thompson's wife,
Juliet Robinson Thompson, died in 1930. Marcel
lus Thompson died in 1939, before his famous fa
ther's death in 1940. "Tommy Gun"Thompson was
buried on the grounds of the U.S. Military Acad
emy in New York; his funeral service was at the Old
Cadet Chapel there. He had spent 38 years in ser
vice to his country. Inasmuch as war and warfare
influence world events, few others from Northern

a quarter mile. This was not only one of the first
drag strips in the state, but also one of the first in
the nation. Thorn Hill had the first clock-faced

starting system in the Midwest. The winner of the
first race in 1953 won a case of Wiedemann beer.

Prizes have improved, as stock cars, rail dragsters,
and motorcycles have raced at the strip over the
years. Families who did not compete came to pic
nic and watch. It was not uncommon to have a

crowd of 1,000. However, newly arrived neighbors
nearby often complained about the noise of the
high-performance motors. Since 1969 a court or
der by a judge has restricted racing to Saturdays
between 6:00 p.m. and midnight, mainly during
the summer months. Many of the nation's more
famous drivers have raced at Thorn Hill. Payne
died in 1994; Al Childers, the owner since 1997,

attempted to continue the tradition, but the drag
strip has not operated in the past few years.
Meiman, Karen. “Speed Seekers: Racing Fever Bene

fits Small Northern Kentucky Tracks," KP, August
4, 2001, 6K.

"Ralph E. Payne, 88, Brought Joy to Other People with
Fishing Lake,” KP, March 2, 1994, 7A.
THREE-L HIGHWAY (LLL). The three L's of

this highway's name stand for Louisville, Lexington,
and Latonia but the initials were never intended

to indicate that the highway connected those cit
ies. There was a consortium of horse-racing tracks,
called the 3-L Association, in the three cities; that

is apparently the first use of the term. The racing
circuit consisted of Churchill Downs in Louis

ville, the Association Track at Lexington, and the
Latonia Racecourse near Covington. The Three
L name was not assigned by the Commonwealth of
Kentucky and never appeared on any official state
map. The name was shown on a privately published
Kentucky Motor Club map, printed in 1921, and
also the same year on a Rand McNally Highway

Kentucky have impacted the course of human his
tory more than John T. "Tommy Gun"Thompson.

Map of Kentucky.

“Gen. Thompson, 79, Dies," NYT, June 22, 1940, 15.
Reis, Jim. “Tommy Gun: Newport Native Made
Gangster's Weapon." KP, October 29, 1984,8K.
Southard, Mary Young. Who's Who in Kentucky.
Louisville, Ky. Standard, 1936.

The Three-L Highway in Northern Kentucky
ran between Covington and Lexington. and then
on to Louisville. The road roughly followed what is
known today as Ky. Rt. 17 to U.S. 27 between But
ler and Falmouth, and then went south through
Cynthiana to Lexington. Few people today are even
aware that this once-popular highway existed.

THORN HILL DRAG STRIP. Long before the
appearance of the Kentucky Speedway at Sparta,
there were two other places in Northern Kentucky
to race motorized vehicles legally. One was the
Florence Speedway along U.S. 42 near Union,

Claypool, James C. The Tradition Continues: The

and the other was Thorn Hill Drag Strip along

Slade, Harold. “LLLHighway Again," Harrison County

Story of Old Latonia, Latonia, and Turfway Race
course. Fort Mitchell, Ky:T.I. Hayes, 1997.
"Highway Open Road One of Best in Country," KP,
November 26, 1925, 1.

Historical Society Newsletter, January 2004.

Ky. Rt. 177 at Kenton in southern Kenton Co. In
the early 1950s, Ralph E. Payne bought more than
80 acres along the Licking River south of Visalia
and began clearing the land of its heavy thicket of
thornbushes and cleaning up the 40-acre lake on
the property. People started coming there to fish.
As the idea of legal competitive drag racing began
to sweep the country, the Thorn Hill DragStrip on
Payne's acreage was born. First it was just dirt and
only one-eighth mile in length; gradually the rac
ing surface was paved and the track lengthened to

“Three LNeeds to be Finished,” KP, March 17, 1925, 1.

Winn, Matt J. Down the Stretch: The Story of Colonel
Matt J. Winn. New York; Smith and Murrell, 1945.

Jack Wessling
TIBBATTS, JOHNWOOLESTON (b. June 12,

1802, Lexington, Ky.; d. July 4, 1852, Newport, Ky).
John Wooleston Tibbatts, a lawyer, a Mexican
War veteran, and a politician, received his BA and
JD degrees from Transylvania University at Lex

TOBACCO
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ington and was admitted to the bar in 1826. He
opened a law office in Newport. He married Ann
Taylor, a daughter of Gen. James Taylor Jr.,
founder of Newport, and their first home was a
magnificent mansion in Newport, at the corner of
Third and Washington Sts. Tibbatts held several
local offices and became the first resident of New

port to be elected to the U.S. House of Representa
tives. He served in that capacity from 1843 to 1847.
During the Mexican War, President James Polk
(1845–1849) commissioned Tibbatts a colonel in

the army and called on him to organize the reacti
vated 16th U.S. Infantry Regiment. During the war
he was sent to the Rio Grande River area in the

Texas Territory to serve with his father-in-law's
relative Gen. Zachary Taylor. After the war, Tib
batts returned to his law practice in Newport. By
1850 he and his wife had a combined estate worth

of $2.5 million, making them one of the wealthi
est couples in the state. Tibbatts's career was on the
ascent and he was projected to be the next Demo
cratic nominee for Kentucky governor or sena
tor. However, he fell ill from a disease that he

Timberlake House, Erlanger, ca. 1888–1889.

likely contracted during military service in Mex
ico, his health gradually deteriorated, and he died
on July 4, 1852, at age 50. He was buried in Ever
green Cemetery in Southgate.
Biographical Directory of the United States Congress.
http://bioguide.congress.gov (accessed August 31,
2007).

Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky: Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

TIMBERLAKE HOUSE. Maj. William Thorn
ton Timberlake, a native of Caroline Co., Va., who
served in the War of 1812, moved to Northern

Kentucky at the end of the war, settling in what is
now the town of Dayton, Ky. He married Sophie
Berry, the daughter of a respected local family, and
then began to acquire land in what is now Erlanger.
His thousands of acres stretched from the present
day Hallam Ave. in Erlanger to Garvey Ave. in
Elsmere.
In 1826 the Timberlakes built their home

next to the George Town Rd., a rough dirt trail
that served as the only direct connection between
Georgetown and Covington. It was later trans
formed into a macadamized thoroughfare, the
Covington and Lexington Turnpike, and even
tually replaced by the Dixie Highway (U.S. 25).
Timberlake named his two-story colonial brick
house Sugar Grove, but it is now known as the Tim

nomic growth they represented would come
through the town, Dr. Stevenson granted the com
pany land through his frontyard for the rail line.
Stevenson also helped to establish what is be
lieved to have been the first school in Erlanger. He

Reis, Jim. "Tornado—Take Cover! Whether Winter,

donated a former slave cabin behind his home for

TOBACCO. Tobacco has been grown in every
Northern Kentucky county from pioneer days to
the present. It was the single most important agri
cultural product (see Agriculture) from the mid
19th century through the end of the 20th century,
and the manufacturing of tobacco products served
as an economic engine for the region up through
the first few decades of the 20th century. Politics
and the culture of the region have been signifi
cantly linked to tobaccountil recent years.
The use of tobacco precedes the European pio

the first classes in the late 1860s, though the stu
dents had to bring their own tables and chairs.
The one small window in the cabin admitted just
enough light for the children to see their books.
School was held in the Sugar Grove backyard
for some years, until the log structure was no lon
ger large enough to accommodate the growing
enrollment.

Sugar Grove received extensive decoration in
the form of carved wood, paintings, and intricate
ironwork during the next generation. It was car
ried outby Katherine Elizabeth, the wife of Thomas,
one of John and Alice Stevenson's children. After

Katherine's death, the house passed to a new gen
eration of the family, Thomas and Katherine's
daughter Mary Alice and her husband Mayo Tay
lor. The Taylor family lived in the home until the
death of Mayo Taylor in 1980. At that time the
property was sold outside the family.
The home was remodeled after the tornado of

Alice Elizabeth, married a local doctor, John H. Ste

1915 ripped through Northern Kentucky, damag
ingmore than 1,000 buildings across the region.The
Timberlake House lost most of its upper story and
was remodeled into a one-story structure. To this
day, bits ofbrick can be dugout of the backyard.

venson. When Major Timberlake's health began to
decline in 1855, the Stevensons moved into Sugar

Rd. in Erlanger and is listed on the National Reg

Grove.

ister of Historic Places. In 1978 a state historical

The town of Erlanger, which developed around
Sugar Grove, was first named Timberlake, in honor
of the influential family. When the Cincinnati
Southern Railroad began to look for a right-of
way for its trains, Dr. Stevenson added his voice to
those lobbying for a route through the town. In

marker was placed in front of the house, detailing
the importance of the family and the home in local
history.
Onkst, Wayne, ed. From Buffalo Trails to the Twenty

berlake House. Timberlake and his wife raised three

children in the home. The oldest, a daughter named

order to ensure that the trains and the vital eco

The historic home is located at 108 Stevenson

First Century: A Centennial History of Erlanger,

Kentucky. Erlanger, Ky: Erlanger Historical Soci
ety, 1996.

Spring, or Summer, Twisters Frightful," KP, Febru
ary 1, 1999.4K.

Jennifer Gregory

neer, since from the earliest times American In
dians had used tobacco. American Indian tobacco

pipes area common artifact in Northern Kentucky
and date back to prehistoric periods. Many pipes
have been discovered at Fort Ancient Indian sites.

Tobacco was the economic salvation of the colony
of Virginia and was also important in Maryland
and Pennsylvania. As migrants from those areas
came to Kentucky, they brought their primary crop
with them. To preserve the integrity of the crop,
the Virginia legislature sanctioned tobacco inspec
tion warehouses, and such a sanction was given to
Limestone (Maysville) in 1797.
Tobacco was important, but it was only part of
the Northern Kentucky agricultural mix in the
early 1800s. Corn, wheat, hemp, livestock, and a
variety of other products that were grown in differ
ent regions rivaled tobacco for importance. That
scenario changed in the 1830s and tobacco became
the cash crop for most farmers in Northern Ken
tucky for the next 100 years. Tobacco was packed
or "prized" in large barrels called hogsheads that
weighed upwards of 1,000 pounds. Transport of
such large containers favored the counties situated
on waterways with access to Louisville, which was
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Tobacco Company in 1911 ended the tobacco wars.
A final early-20th-century development was the
manufacture of cigarettes, which became the most
popular way of usingtobacco.
An economic downturn for farmers started
soon after World War I and did not end until

the late 1930s. Tobacco manufacturing faded
from Northern Kentucky. However, the tobacco
business-farming, warehouses, processing facto
ries, and supportbusinesses—remained important
in terms of employment and economic impact.
The number of farms, tenants, and black farmers

began a decline that continues to the present. In
Northern Kentucky, only Mason Co. had more
than 10 African American farmers as of 2002.

Home Tobacco Warehouse, Maysville.

the most important market for Kentucky growers
during the early 19th century. When the Louis
ville and Portland Canal overcame the difficulty
of navigating the Falls of the Ohio River in 1830,
and steamboats opened up the Ohio River for

Burley Tobacco; Laban J. Bradford). Except
for some dark and other tobacco varieties in West

the east. One of the popular types of tobacco at
this time was called Mason County tobacco, and
some of the best of that type was grown in

ern Kentucky, air-cured light burley, the type that
started with the Bracken Co. seed, has been grown
in most of the state to the present time. This type
of burley is bitter and can hold the sweeteners
added to plug; in addition, it eventually proved to
be the tobacco that was important for flavor in
cigarette blends. By the 1890s, Covington trailed
only Louisville in the manufacture of tobacco
products.
Changes came quickly in the first decades of the
20th century and affected tobacco in diverse ways.

traffic in both directions, the tobacco business

exploded in the subsequent decade. The two great
tobacco-growing regions of the state were in
Western Kentucky and in the Northern Kentucky
counties from Trimble on the west to Mason on

Bracken Co. When the first leaf tobacco fair was

In 1904 the first loose-leaf tobacco auction ware

held in Cincinnation May 21, 1858, growers from
Bracken and Mason counties won all the major

house opened in Lexington. This innovation pro

prizes.

third auction warehouses opened in Maysville

By the time of the Civil War, railroads were
developed, and Cincinnati became a major to
bacco market, as the tobacco could now travel

east by rail. Thus the growing of tobacco and its
manufacture in Northern Kentucky were stimu
lated again. Kentucky historian Richard Collins's
History of Kentucky describes some of the
tobacco manufacturing in Northern Kentucky
counties around 1870. In Covington, there were
8 tobacco factories and 21 cigar factories. In
Maysville, 1 large cigar factory is mentioned and
several small ones. Augusta is described as an im
portant shipping port for tobacco. In Owenton,
there was a tobacco drying house that processed a
half million pounds of tobacco yearly. Mount Ol
ivet had four tobacco prizing houses. It is likely
that most of the larger towns had small tobacco
manufacturers and tobacco warehouses, places
where tobacco was packed for market in hogs
heads. Auction warehouses came later. Tobacco

products at this time were primarily cigars and
plug tobacco.
An important event was the accidental devel
opmentofa new type of tobacco. It has been called
white burley, golden burley, and, for most of the
state in the 20th century, just burley (see White

vided markets closer to farmers. The second and

in 1909 and 1910, and soon warehouses operated

throughout the state. Maysville and Carrollton were
among the leading auction markets in the state un
til 2001–2004, when contracting replaced most auc
tions. At the same time as auction warehouses be

gan to develop, the tobacco "wars" in Kentucky
started. They had to do with the low tobacco prices
offered by the monopoly of the American Tobacco
Company. Although less publicized than the vio
lence in the black-patch areas of Western Kentucky,
Night Riders burned barns and warehouses and
were involved in intimidation throughout North
ern Kentucky. The purpose was to make farmers re
duce the supply of tobacco so that prices would rise.
The various farmers associations wanted members

to sell their crops together, to get the highest price.
On March 26, 1908, Night Riders set fire to the T.S.
Hamilton & Company's tobacco warehouse at 4th

and Bakewell Sts. in Covington, destroying it, a
blacksmith shop, and five adjoining houses, as
well as damaging another home and three adjoin
ing businesses. In the same year, the tobacco crop
was reduced, and it was reported that no tobacco
was grown in Bracken Co. that season. Court cases
against the Night Riders, the use of the state militias
to keep the peace, and the breakup of the American

The Burley Tobacco Cooperative Association was
formed in the 1920s, and most area farmers par
ticipated. That group began the administration of
the tobacco program established by the U.S. Agri
cultural Adjustment Acts of 1933 and 1938. This
was a program that balanced supply and demand
by controls on production and price supports.
It gave tobacco farmers some guaranteed income
from the 1930s through the 1990s.
Many tobacco-related problems came to a head
from the 1980s to the turn of the century. They in
clude anti-tobacco feeling, foreign competition,
labor shortages, and the lure of "town" jobs. Inter
national trade agreements meant that tobacco use
in U.S. cigarettes could not be legislated. As com
panies bought cheaper foreign tobacco, poundage
allotments fell and the price was adjusted down
ward. The result was that tobacco becameless prof.
itable. Employment in nearby communities and
good roads to get to them pulled many offthe farms
or made them part-time farmers. The labor short
age was somewhat abated by the use of workers
from Mexico. It was the tobacco farmers who pro
vided the first work in the region for Latino im
migrants, who quickly sponsored other immi
grants and moved into other work. The last tobacco
redryer, Parker Tobacco in Maysville, closed in the
1980s. In 2000 tobacco companies began contract
ing directly with area burley farmers, and by 2005
auction warehouses in Northern Kentucky, which
at one time numbered in the dozens, had dimin

ished to one, in Maysville. A tobacco buyout in
2004 ended the program that had started during
the Great Depression; therefore, in most coun
ties in Northern Kentucky, the largest portion of
farm income for the following year came from
government payments. After the 10-year payout
period ends, the future of farms in the region,
whose number has declined by more than two
thirds in the past century, is uncertain. As of 2002,
Northern Kentucky farms continue to produce to
bacco. In that year the number of farms in the re
gion growing the crop ranged from a low of 122 in
Gallatin Co. to a high of 423 in Mason Co. Public
smoking bans have been discussed in some coun
ties but have been relatively unsuccessful to this
point.

Axton, William F. Tobacco and Kentucky, Lexing
ton: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1975.
Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.
Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
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"Night Riders Burn Covington Warehouse, Homes
Destroyed." KP March 26, 1908, 1.

"Tobacco Manufacturing in Covington," C), June 28,
1862, 3.

John Klee
TOBACCO, WHITE BURLEY. See White

Burley Tobacco.
TONEY, JOHN E. (b. September 19, 1889, Cov.
ington, Ky.; d. December 21, 1974, Cincinnati,
Ohio). John Edward Toney, the son of Samuel and

Mattie Wells Toney, was a Cincinnati policeman
whose reputation as a tough and rugged law en
forcement officer earned him the nickname of

"Black Chief." Toney was born and raised in Cov
ington and attended the Lincoln-Grant School.
Joining the Cincinnati Police Department on Au
gust 3, 1925, he was assigned to the detective bureau

St. Boniface Catholic Church, Ludlow showing damage from the tornado of July 1915.

and worked in the West End of Cincinnati. In 1930

Toney received a letter of commendation from the
Cincinnaticity manager, C.O. Sherrill, for solving
numerous murders and other major crimes. On
June 1, 1948, Toney retired after 22 years of service
on the Cincinnati police force. He had worked the
last few years in District 7 in Walnut Hills, where he

also resided. Following his retirement, "Pop Toney."
as he was known, was a private investigator until
shortly before his death. He was buried in Spring
Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati.
Dabney, Wendell P. Cincinnati's Colored Citizens.
Cincinnati:Dabney, 1926.
"John Toney." CE, December 25, 1974,2B.
"John Toney, 85, the Black Chief." CP December 26,

ties reported severe damage, mostly to homes,
barns, and fences. Larger structures were not alto
gether spared, as a brickstorehouse and the court

house at Independence suffered moderate damage.
Aside from the deaths on the Ohio River, three

men died locally as a result of fallingtrees.
There were no fatalities from the 1867 tornado

that went through Bellevue and Newport. Itarrived
between 1:00 and 2:00 p.m. on August 26, and its
touchdown destroyed six houses under construc
tion. Workers scrambled from rafters to open fields
to escape flying debris. A large animal stable was
completely lifted up and dispersed in several pieces:
some of its timbers were found one-fourth mile

1974, 18.

"West End Sleuth to Retire." CP April 16, 1948,26.
Theodore H. H. Harris

TORNADOES. Although the famed "tornadoal.
ley" of the United States is located hundreds of
miles west of the Bluegrass State, Northern Ken
tucky has an extensive and well-documented his
tory of violent weather, and records of tornadoes
date back to pre-Civil War days.
The earliest record of tornado activity for the re
gion is from February 20, 1857. No deaths were re
ported, but according to damage estimates, the tor
nado's path covered nearly five miles across Bracken
Co. and included the town of Augusta. Buildings,
barns, and homes were either destroyed or shifted
from their foundations during this storm.
The first account of fatalities from tornado-like

storms followed three years later, May 21–22, 1860.
What was termed a "massive storm," or by some
eyewitnesses a "hurricane," blew through North
ern Kentucky and killed almost 100 people. Most
of them drowned in the Ohio River while working
on coal boats and skiffs. This series of storms,

which is believed to have been spawned near Lou
isville, quickly traveled northeast. Storm reports
ranged from Louisville to Lexington and points
north through Northern Kentucky and into south
western Ohio. Three counties in Northern Ken

tucky were greatly impacted during these two days
ofstormy weather, Grant, Kenton, and Boone coun

away. The Allegheny Belle, moving along the Ohio
River with several barges in tow near the Bellevue
bank, lost two barges during the heightofthe storm.
There were many reports of buildings and boats
damaged significantly in and around Newport and
Bellevue, but no human injuries were reported.
After the storm five or six cows that were recovered

were missing their horns; it is believed that wind
blown debris had knocked them loose.

A tornado of March 25, 1884, did its greatest
damage in Harrison Co., practically wiping out the
town of Colemansville. This storm eventually
raced north to the Ohio River, but damage there
was difficult to assess because the area was still

cleaning up after the massive flood of one month
earlier, rivaled only by the flood of 1937. Reports
from residents near the riversaid most of the flood

damaged homes and buildings were blown over in
the high winds spawned during the storm, and
coal barges were scattered. One report stated that
any damage that happened on March 25, 1884,
from the tornado was considered minimal, com

pared to the damage received a month before, dur
ing the immenseflood.
The next significant storm with a possible tor
nado arrived six years later in Newport, on August
2, 1890. The storm whipped down shortly before
1:00 p.m., causing heavy damage in town, mostly
east of Washington Ave. Numerous homes were
destroyed, and there were accounts of roofs being
completely lifted off and two-story brick buildings

receiving substantial damage. Total storm damage
was estimated at around $3,000, with no injuries.
The 1800s had only one more documented tor
nado account in Northern Kentucky. It occurred
in Boone Co. in April 1895. No deaths were re
ported, but damage and injuries occurred in the
town of Union when the storm developed, around
midday. The force of the storm is believed to have
carrieda wagon two miles.
The turn of the century brought greater com
mercial and residential development in Northern
Kentuckyalong the banks of the Ohio River and in
surrounding counties. As population increased
and people gathered into communities, building
additional homes and other buildings, there were
more eyewitness accounts of weather incidents
and at the same time more opportunities for wide
spread damage and injuries. On May 20, 1907, the
first documented tornado of the century smashed
into Covington, downing wires and trees and leav
ing minor damage. A more impressive storm
struckeight years later.
It was termed the "the Big Blow," and it rav
aged parts of Northern Kentucky on July 7, 1915,
just after dark. The tornado dropped down on the
town of Bromley a little after 9:00 p.m. Damage
was considerable, especially in the area of Pike
(Ky. Rt. 8) and Main Sts. In minutes, the rotating
storm pushed east into Ludlow, where the Lagoon
Amusement Park received storm damage esti
mated at $50,000. Its roller coasters, merry-go
rounds, dance pavilion, and famed motor-dome
were completely flattened. Two hundred visitors
that evening were sent scrambling, but fortunately
no deaths, only some injuries, were reported. The
tornado did substantial damage to St. Boniface
Church (see Saints Boniface and James Catho

lic Church). Continuingon its easterly path, atap
proximately 9:26 p.m., the tornado unleashed its
largest fury in Covington. Eyewitness accounts re
call the tornado staying on the ground for six min
utes. The weatherbureau reported winds exceeding
60 miles per hour. As the tornado carved through
the streets of Covington, substantial damage oc
curred at 14th St. and Madison Ave., where the
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entire front of the three-story brick office building
of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad was ex

posed. Two blocks northeast, at 12th and Greenup
Sts., the steeple of the St. Joseph Catholic Church

the Ohio River near Rising Sun, Ind., and entered
Kentucky at Bellview, moving northeast just west
of Burlington, Ky., before crossing back across the
river into Sayler Park, Ohio. In Boone Co., three

The Kentucky Climate Center. http://kyclim.wku
.edu/ (accessed July 7, 2006).

National Weather Service Forecast Office, Wilming
ton, OH, www.erh.noaa.gov/ilnſ (accessed July 7,
2006).

square miles of damage occurred near Bullittsville,

wastoppled over and spread across streetcar tracks,
along with portions of the J. Donavan Café. In all,
the cities of Covington, Bellevue, Southgate, Els

where mobile homes were overturned. In Robert

mere, Ludlow, Newport, Dayton, Fort Thomas, Er
langer, and Carrollton were affected by this massive
storm, with more than 1,000 buildings and homes

ground for 19 miles, injuring 27. In adjoining Ma

damaged or destroyed, with countless injuries, and
with costs exceeding $3 million. Three deaths were
recorded in Northern Kentucky as a result of the
storm, 16 for the entire state of Kentucky, and a total
of 36 including Ohio and Indiana. To date, it re
mains the one of the deadliest tornadoes on record
for the tri-state area.

Tornado reports continued to become more
frequent with population growth, urban sprawl,
and the addition of storm spotters throughout
Kentucky. During the period 1950–2003, tornado
damage was reported in each of the 11 counties in
Northern Kentucky. The National Weather Ser
vice (NWS) office located in Wilmington, Ohio,
which oversees all storm damage for Northern
Kentucky, southeastern Indiana, and southwestern
Ohio, maintains these records.

The 20th-century tornadoes causing the most
loss of life in Northern Kentucky occurred on
April 23, 1968. A “family” of tornadoes hit in the
early afternoon, killing five, injuring at least 150,
and leaving an estimated $3–4 million in damage
from Falmouth to Maysville. One tornado touched
down shortly after 1:30 p.m., moving toward Fal
mouth, and continued in its eastern movement for

nearly 20 minutes. One-third of the city of Fal
mouth was completely flattened before the storm
moved out of Pendleton Co. A total of 506 persons
were left homeless. In the town of Dover, in Mason

Co., 93 percent of the homes were reported severely
damaged. Four were killed in Falmouth, and some
severely injured. The other fatality was in Minerva,
in Mason Co. Other locations struck by these tor
nadoes included Berlin, in Bracken Co., and

Maysville. The series of storms also reached be
yond the Ohio River, killing 11 in Ohio. The NWS
later ranked one of the tornadoes as a possible F4
to F5 in intensity, with winds ranging from 207 to
318 miles per hour. The path was estimated at 79
miles long with a width reaching 550 yards.
The 1974 "Super Outbreak" of April 3 and 4
spared most of Northern Kentucky. Damage as
sessments and tornadoes were spotted and re

son Co. on the same day, around 6:55 p.m. an F3
tornado with a width of 10 yards traveled on the
son Co., around 8:25 p.m., an F1 tornado with a
width of 10 yards was on the ground for .10 of a
mile but injured no one. The tornado touched
down four miles west of Maysville. Also, in Owen
Co., around 5:15 p.m., an F1 tornado with width of
10 yards was on the ground for 31.7 miles, injuring
18. This tornado ended near Bromley in Owen Co.

"Newport Not Outdone 1890," KS), August 2, 1890, 3.
"People Died, Boat Sank in 15 Tornado." KP, August
21, 1965, supplement, 6K.
“Small Towns in 1884 Faced Trial by Wind, Fire," KP,
June 4, 2001, 4K.

“Storm's Fury Strikes Covington," KP, May 20, 1907,2.
“Take Cover, Twister Coming—May in Kentucky.
Keep Eye on Sky," KP, May 19, 2003,4K.
“Thursday Storm Listed Officially as Tornado," KP,
November 21, 1981, 2K.

“Weathermen Left in the Dark," CE, April 4, 1974,8.
Jim O’Brien

The volatile storm of November 19, 1981, that

hit Northern Kentucky was termed the "untimely
tornado" or "freak mini-tornado." This late-season

tornado struck around 7:30 p.m. on a Thursday
night, leaving extensive damage in a very localized
area. Fort Mitchell received the heaviest blow, with

a half million dollars in damage. The tornado's
path was very narrow, a maximum of 60 yards wide,
and it traveled for a half mile just east of the Dixie
Highway, damaging 37 homes or other buildings,
along with numerous cars and trees. Two injuries
were reported from this storm. The NWS classified
it as a F1 tornado, meaning winds were estimated
from 73 to 112 miles per hour.

TOSSO, JOSEPH (b. August 3, 1802, Mexico
City, Mexico; d. January 6, 1887, Covington, Ky).
Joseph Anguel Augustin Tosso, a musician, was the
son of Don Carlos and Dona Maria Grat Tosso. His
father was of Italian descent and was a dealer in fine

jewels. Joseph grew up among wealth and refine
ment and was exposed to the arts and music early in
life. At age six he was considered a child prodigy,
and by age eight he was attending the Paris Con
servatory in Paris, France, studying vocal music,
violin, and other instruments under the world

renowned teachers of his day. In 1817 he came to
the United States, and in 1825 he was in Cincinnati

On March 10, 1986, a "cloud-veiled tornado"

combined with intense straight-line winds blew
through Northern Kentucky. Uncertainty remains
about exactly what this storm was or what it should
be called, since it has never been classified by the
NWS and is not found on the agency's historical
records for 1950–2003. Regardless of its classifica
tion, Boone, Kenton, and Campbell counties re
ceived an enormous blow economically that day:
$18 million in damage. Some 1,039 homes, plus 24
businesses, had been damaged, some heavily, by

to play at a reception for the famed French general
the Marquis de LaFayette. In 1827Tosso moved his
family to the area and became a professor of music
in Cincinnati and a favorite of the daunting Mrs.
Trollope, playing concerts and theater music in her
legendary bazaar along E. Fourth St. in Cincinnati.
For almost 60 years the Cincinnati and Northern
Kentucky area had the benefit of his fine music and
musical productions. He played classical music, but
he could also pick up a fiddle and play the most
common of tunes. He wrote and often played his

the time the “downburst" of wind exhausted itself

from the storm and began moving northeast. The
storm started just east of Burlington and shot
northeast, lasting around 10 minutes and ending
in Newport. The path of damage indicated that
strong winds had blown in one direction for up to
15 miles; a tornado, in contrast, would have left de

bris spread out in all directions. Several historic
structures in Covington, including the Mother
of God Catholic Church, the First Methodist

Church (see First United Methodist Church),

most famous piece, The Arkansas Traveler, which
became one of the campaign songs later used by the
Democratic Party in the 1928 U.S. presidential elec
tion. In the 1870s the Tosso family moved to a home
named Rose Cottage in Latonia Springs (today
Latonia). Later they lived at 25 Powell St. (now 15th
St.) in Covington. Tosso often performed in Cov
ington and Newport. He was clearly one of the
greatest musiciansever to live in the Northern Ken
tucky region. Tosso died in 1887 and was buried at
Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati.

and the Covington Art Club, were damaged, as

corded in Owen, Boone, Robertson, and Mason

well as the Salem United Methodist Church

“Composer of Famous Song was Covingtonian," KP,

counties, and there was heavy damage—but noth
ing like what happened in the eastern states, where
many people were killed. This horrific two-day

in Newport. To this day, the March 1986 event re
mains the costliest storm on record; remarkably,
no deaths were reported.

Smith, Ophia D. "Joseph Tosso, the Arkansaw Trav

June 30, 1928, 1.

eler," Ohio History 56 (1947): 16–45.

event involved an estimated 148 tornadoes and

killed about 330 people in all. In Boone Co. on
April 3 around 4:10 p.m., there appeared an F1 to
F2 tornado, which grew into an F5 tornado with a
width that was estimated near 533 yards at the
height of the storm, once it moved over into Ham
ilton Co., Ohio. No fatalities took place in Boone
Co., but 20 persons were injured. All the fatalities
from thistornado were recorded in Ohio. It crossed

“Cloud-Veiled Tornado Skipped across Rooftops,”
KP, March 12, 1986, 1.

“Double Tragedy." KP, March 12, 1986, 3.

TOUSEY HOUSE. In about 1817, wealthy busi
nessman Erastus Tousey bought a plot of land on
N. Jefferson St. in Burlington and built the Tousey

“Famous Storms Date Back to 1857." KP, May 19,
House, which became a Boone Co. landmark, com
2003, 4K.

“Furious Tornado—Houses Blown Down in Bellevue,”

CE, August 26, 1867, 3.
Geaslen, Chester F. Strolling along Memory Lane.
Vol. 2. Newport, Ky: Otto, 1986.

pleting it in 1822. The Touseys were among the first
settlers in Boone Co., and Erastus Tousey, with his
wife Catherine and family, lived in the house until
his death in 1863. After Catherine Tousey died in

TOWNBALL

1895, the house was sold several times before being
purchased in 1917 by the Gulley and Pettit families.
They used the house for more than 60 years as a
residence and operated a general store in two of the
first-floor rooms. Over the years, the building was
converted into an inn for visiting judges and other
government officials and was later used as office
space and a dress shop. Former Boone Co. judge
executive Bruce Ferguson purchased the building
around 1980 and extensively renovated it. It was
sold in 1998 to Danand Kristy Schalck, who opened
the Tousey House Restaurant there in 2001; the res
taurant closed in 2006. The owner of the Grey
hound Tavern subsequently purchased the home,
made restorations, and opened a restaurant there in
2008. Located just north of the courthouse square,
the Tousey House is on the National Register of
Historic Places. It is one of the best-preserved resi
dences of early Burlington and was described in the
National Register nomination as Federal-style,
with a five-bay facade of Flemish bond brickwork.
A semicircular fanlight is over the front door.
Becher, Matthew E., Michael D. Rouse, Robert Schrage,
and Laurie Wilcox. Images of America: Burling
ton. Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia, 2004,
Boone Co. Historic Preservation Review Board. His

toric Structures of Boone County, Kentucky.

Tower United Methodist Church, 125th Anniversary

Booklet, 1853–1978. Dayton, Ky. Tower United
Methodist Church, 1978.

America.

Townball clubs offered similar benefits.

In May 1858, several members of the Young
Men's Gymnastic Association in Cincinnati, in
cluding many Northern Kentuckians, took their
fitness training outdoors by playing townball on a
field near Newport. The Cincinnati Daily Com
mercial held that while the majority of partici
pants "had not handled a bat in ten or twelve
years," persistence and practice would soon have
them playing with the "skill of schoolboys." The
group named itself the Gymnasts Town Ball Club
and created a formal organization. Within weeks,
the Gymnasts' club had spawned two other town

The growth of journalism in urban America
also bolstered townball's popularity in the Ohio
River Valley. Newspapers in Cincinnati, Coving
ton, Newport, and Maysville often reported town
ball matches. Northern Kentucky townball devo
tees could also connect with sports enthusiasts in
other cities through nationally circulating sport
ing periodicals like the New York Clipper and
the Spirit of the Times, whose correspondents de
scribed cricket, townball, and baseball games
played throughout the country.
As measured by newspaper coverage, the Ken
tucky Town Ball Club was Northern Kentucky's
preeminent team. Box scores from Kentucky Town
Ball Club matches reveal an economically cohesive
membership made up of young professionals, pro
prietors of small businesses, clerks, and the sons of
Covington's and Newport's social elite. The Ken
tucky Town Ball Club even had its own uniform:
blue shirts, blue caps, white pants, and black belts
with the club's name embossed in gilded letters. Its
apparent class cohesion did not, however, insulate
the Kentucky Town Ball Club from the tension be
tween slavery and freedom that permeated life
in antebellum Northern Kentucky. The Kentucky
club's members included young men from both
abolitionist and slaveholding families.
Townball, as an organized pastime in Northern
Kentucky, did not survive the double onslaught of
the Civil War and the postwar national baseball
boom. The Kentucky Town Ball Club played a spo
radic match schedule during the Civil War. Con
federate threats to Northern Kentucky and Cin
cinnati, prolonged martial law in Covington, and
the absence of young men called to military duty
curtailed many social activities in metropolitan
Cincinnati, including sporting events. Several
members of the Kentucky Town Ball Club served
in the Union Army. Col. Fred C. Jones, the club's
president, was killed at the Battle of Stones River.
In the months following the war, Northern Ken
tucky townball clubs disintegrated; their members
dispersed among the baseball clubs that were
forming throughout the Ohio River Valley.

ball teams, the Excelsior Town Ball Club of Cin

In about 1852, Joseph Link and his family moved
from Cincinnati to Jamestown (now Dayton, Ky),

cinnati and the Kentucky Town Ball Club of
Newport. The Kentucky Town Ball Club, led by
rising attorneys John P. Jackson and Frederick C.
Jones, mostly consisted of Northern Kentuckians
from the other two clubs. By September 1858, the
Gymnasts' club had merged into the Excelsior

and made their home there at the corner of Front

club, and the first official match between Cincin

and Main Sts. The Links were Methodists, and

Link home, but then they were moved to a small
schoolhouse nearby on Seventh Ave. In 1855 a
man named Carr gave the church a 75-foot-wide

nati area townball clubs occurred on September
18, 1858, at the Newport Race Course. Competing
were the Kentucky club and the Excelsiors.
By late 1860 townball clubs had spread to other
Northern Kentucky river cities. Covington report
edly had 10 townball clubs, prompting the Coving
ton Journal to declare townball "the rage among
the boys of this city." Townball matches in Coving.
ton often occurred at College Square near the in

lot in town at 522 Fifth Ave., on which to construct

tersection of 10th and Madison Sts. Maysville had

a permanent building. At that time the church
membership consisted of only about a half dozen
families, including the Links, the Peaks, the Van
Sants, and the Wrights. Men of the church brought

two townball clubs, the Maysville Town Ball Club
and the Union Town Ball Club. Compared to the
English game cricket, which was also a regional
pastime, townball took far less time to play. A town
ball game lasted a few hours, whereas a cricket
match could take two days to complete.
The Kentucky club version of townball was fast
paced and high-scoring. Inside an 8-foot square,
the batsman (batter) and the catcher faced the giver
(pitcher), who stood 35 feet away. The first corner
(base) was pitched 60 feet from the batsman's goal,
with four other corners spaced 54 feet apart. Upon
either striking the ball, swinging at and missing
three pitches, or taking six pitches without swing
ing, the batsman ran to the first corner. A batsman
could be put out only if the ball was caught on the
fly or the batsman was struck by a thrown ball.
Fielders wore no gloves for protection. The bats
man had to touch every corner and could not pass
another runner, and no two runners could occupy
the same corner. Each team, made up of 15 players,

finding no church of that denomination in town,
they began holding church services in their home.
In 1853 the Methodist bishop of Cincinnati sent
Rev. Joseph Blackburn to Jamestown to start a new
church. For a short time, services continued in the

lumber from a mill in Cincinnati and built a small

one-room structure. The pastor of the church at
that time was Rev. P. F. Tower, for whom the

church was named. By 1900 the church had about
250 members and had outgrown its building. In
1914 the pastor, H. D. Cooper, encouraged the
congregation to build a new church. The old build
ing was razed and a new one constructed on the
same lot. In 1997, with inner-city demographics
changing, the Tower United Methodist congrega
tion merged with the Bellevue Methodist and sold
their church building in Dayton to the Healing
Church of God.

Northern KentuckyViews. "TowerMethodistChurch."
www.nkyviews.com (accessed March 31, 2006).
“Tower Methodist Episcopal Church." Tower Church
Herald 3, no. 12 (February 2, 1901).

Townball meshed well with urban Northern

Kentucky's growing interest in organized physical
fitness. Throughout the 1850s, new gymnasiums in
Cincinnati and Covington attracted young North
ern Kentuckygentlemen who wanted to build char
acter and muscles. Moreover, military companies
like the Covington Fencibles, the Kenton Cadets,
and the Kentucky Grays offered physical activity,
camaraderie, and competition through parades
and drill contests with other military companies.

Review Board, 2002.

TOWER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH.

brought its own umpire to matches, and the teams
mutually selected a referee to settle any disputes.
Townball games lasted four innings with scores
sometimes reaching 100 runs per side,

TOWNBALL. Townball was originally a child's
bat-and-ball game played in parts of America, in
cluding the Ohio River Valley, during the early
19th century. The game had no formal rules until
the 1830s, when a group of young businessmen
in Philadelphia adopted the game for recreation
and exercise. They codified the sport and created
townball clubs with officers and bylaws much like
the literary clubs, political clubs, and other civic
organizations that thrived in pre-Civil War

Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Historic Preservation
Gabrielle Summe
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Block, David. Baseball before We Knew It. A Search
for the Roots of the Game. Lincoln: Univ. of Ne
braska Press, 2005.

“A Game of Town Ball," CDC, May 14, 1858, 2.

“Sporting Matters," CDC, July 2, 1860, 1.
Greg Perkins
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TOYOTA NORTH AMERICA

TOYOTA NORTH AMERICA. Toyota Motor
Manufacturing (TMMNA), headquartered in Er

langer, was established in 1996 as the U.S. home for
Toyota's rapidly expanding North American man
ufacturing operations. Ten years earlier Toyota

sonal items, available near Christmas. The newspa
pers advertised the prices and availability of toys.
Sleds generally could be bought at the local hard
ware store as cold weather approached. In the last
quarter of the 19th century, the Covington-born

had opened a plant in Georgetown, which is the

Beard sisters (see Lina and Adelia Beard) wrote

company's largest plant in North America; 7,000
employees there produce more than 500,000
Avalons, Camrys, and Solaras annually. In his first
address at the new headquarters, Teruyuki Mi
noura, president and CEO of TMMNA, stated, “I
want to establish a sense of community here. I sin
cerely look forward to building something special."
With 10 manufacturing facilities in North Amer
ica, Toyota's manufacturing process had grown
too large to be managed from Japan. Having a par
ent company in the United States allows Toyota to
streamline operations and control purchasing,
production engineering, quality control, and pro
duction planning. Considering that TMMNAbuys
more than $8 billion worth of goods and services
from more than 500 North American suppliers,
consolidation of these key manufacturing func
tions has helped reduce costs and improve effi
ciency. In 1998 Toyota began construction on an
843,000-square-foot auto parts distribution center
on North Bend Rd. in Boone Co., at a cost of ap
proximately $85 million. This facility became op

books for girls, which included instructions for
making and playing with dolls and toys. The Beard
sisters' most famous publication was The Ameri
can Girls Hand Book, in 1887, it has gone through
at least 12 printings.

erational in 2001 and holds about 2.5 million auto

parts with a total inventory valued at $54 million.
By establishing headquarters and an auto parts
distribution center in Northern Kentucky, Toyota
has created jobs and has stimulated growth in
other companies in the region, including Sachs
Automotive in Florence, a supplier of shocks and
struts to Toyota. Toyota is also a generous and
involved community partner. As the largest U.S.
automaker, the firm believes its growth and con
tinued success in the marketplace depend on its
ability to understand and respect the unique quali
ties and different needs of people and their local
communities.

Between the late 1870s and 1895, dolls and

baseballs, both requiring hand sewing, were man
ufactured in Covington by at least two firms: Wolf
Fletcher, at 714 Madison Ave., and Phillip Gold
smith, at Pike and Harvey Streets. Goldsmith
merged with Fletcher, and their four-story plant
employed as many as 150 people, six days per week,
making upwards of 75 dozen balls daily. After an
1891 fire, the company moved into the former
Hemingray Glass Company's quarters along

Gabrielle Summe

turer of baseballs and dolls.

along Howard Litzler Rd., in a 44,000-square-foot
building, Johnny's has proved itself the marketing
leader in the field. The family-run operation has
been able to do things that the large chains could
not possibly accomplish. During the 1960s the
store ran specific ads in the Kentucky Post that
included details of what model electric train en

gines and cars were on sale that week and the quan
tity of each available. Johnny's also advertised on
the popular Uncle Al Show for children on Cin
cinnati television. Because that broadcast reached

nia store became a destination for the families of

children outside of Northern Kentucky.
Longtime employees have certainly been a key
aspect of success for Johnny's Toys. Some staff mem
bers worked at Johnny's for more than 40 years,
and several have passed the 30-year mark. Helen
Warren retired after 50 years as the store's original
birthday elf, one year later, because she missed the

east side of Monmouth St., between 10th and 11th

children who came into the store as well as the feel

Sts., run by the Federle family from the 1920s until
almost 1980. It was known to have almost any
thing one could possibly want or need. Merchan
dise hung in buckets or sometimes was stored in a
corner in the basement, to be found only by Nicho
las O. Federle. Federle's seemed to sell everything—
candy, racing forms, cigars, horse bridles, hunting
and fishinglicenses, lunchmeat. It was known even
to sella few illegal fireworks in the summer; and in
the winter, Christmas trees and toys.
Toys sold so well at Federle's that around 1959

ing of joy she received from working there, she re
turned, staying untilage 79. Warren was in charge
of the birthday club; each year she sent birthday
cards to as many as 160,000 children throughout
Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati. Charles "Ed"
Wendt was the specialist who worked in the model
railroad section for some 35 years. Other staff
greeted youngsters in front of the store's Birthday
Castle, a special area where only the children could
go, and where they would receive a free gift. They
gained entrance using a key that had been sent
with their birthday card.
Today, in the parking lot of the Latonia store, a
half-scale trolley, the Otterville Trolley, takes chil
dren for a ride to visit the Easter Bunny in spring

erle, opened a freestanding toy store in a separate
nearby building, which featured the various items
of the season, all year long Children and parents
from throughout Newport and the rest of Camp
dren's eyes grew big as they came into the store.
Federle's toy store operated until 1977 or so, when
it burned. The general store remained in business

Until the rise of the toy-manufacturing indus
try in the first half of the 20th century, which
brought on the scene companies such as A. C. Gil

until late December 1987, when William A. Fed
erle was found murdered in the sidelot of the store.

bert, Lionel, Hasbro, Mattel, Wham-O, and Ken

crimes. Nicholas, who had retired before his broth

ner Products (in Cincinnati), toys for boys were
often smaller versions of the tools or implements
their fathers used, while the standard toys for girls

er's death, died in 1994 at age 85. The Federles are
remembered fondly as friendly proprietors along

were dolls and doll accessories. There were some

The Newport Shopping Center, which opened
in 1956, did not include a toy store, Hart's Hard

dangerous toys, or at least some toys were perceived
to be dangerous. For example, the City of Coving
ton passed an ordinance during the 1880s outlaw
ing toy pistols, with fines of between $10 and $50
plus confiscation.
Toys were sold out of general stores or hard
ware stores, and for the most part they were sea

Now in its fourth different location in Latonia

regional markets such as Dayton, Ohio, the Lato

bell Co. came to Federle's for the latest fad. Chil

TOYS. Northern Kentucky has been home to two
notable toy stores and, in earlier years, a manufac

In Kenton Co., the Johnny's Toys store began
in 1939, when Bill Martin took over Miss Mary's, a
candy and school supply store along Decoursey
Ave. in Latonia. Since that time Johnny's has devel
oped into a small chain of toy stores, not only in
Northern Kentucky but also in Greater Cincinnati.

vacation in Wisconsin, and his sons moved the op
eration to Cincinnati. That company evolved into
the sporting-goods giant the McGregor Company,
which made baseballs in Williamstown, Ky., for
many years under the Goldsmith name.
With mass production came the toy store. In
Campbell Co., the closest thing to a real toy store
was Federle's general store in Newport, along the

the two brothers, Nicholas O. and William A. Fed
December 18, 1998, 7B.

10 by the mid-1950s, and Johnny's Toys in Latonia

had a larger variety of toys.

Second St. In 1895 Goldsmith drowned while on

Peale, Cliff. "N. Ky. Becomes Toyota's Parts Hub, CP,
Toyota. www.toyota.com (accessed April 5, 2006).

downtown Cincinnati, of which there were at least

His death remains one of Newport's few unsolved

Monmouth St.

ware and Woolworth's Five and Ten Cent Store

sold some toys, though. The Klingenberg chain of
hardware stores and other smaller stores along
Monmouth St. sold toy items, but Federle's was the
place to begin shopping, for reasons of price and
selection. Only the large department stores in

or, in the fall, to attend a marshmallow roast with

ghost stories. A trip to Johnny's Toys around Christ
mas always includes visiting with Santa Claus for
a few moments. Often, over the years, Santa was
played by the husband of Mary Elizabeth Johnson,
a 35-year employee who oversaw the important
layaway department—he wanted to share in the
fun his wife brought home. For many years John
ny's has rented extra warehouse space as Christ
mas approached, to store layaway items until just
before Santa's arrival.

Johnny's Toys is known for its annual train
show, which has been held each January for more
than 30 years. The store's bicycle repairshop is akin
to an automobile repair operation for the family
car. Johnny's is where girls have gone for the latest
dolls, and boys for model ships, airplanes, and
rockets. The new Latonia store has a children's am

phitheater for special performances. Other events
include the annual Shop with a Cop, a program

TRAFFIC

sponsored by the Covington Fraternal Order of
Police. Founder Bill Martin, the marketing genius
of Johnny's, died in 1999.
Kenton Co. department stores such as Cop
pin's, JCPenney, Sears, Kmart, and Wal-Marthave
also sold toys, offering an expanded selection
around Christmas. Some of the smaller hardware

stores, such as Landwehr's in Covington, do the
same. In the mid-1920s, Covington's Landwehr
family, who had owned grocery stores near 11th
and Greenup Sts., opened their first hardware store
on Madison Ave. Bernard Landwehr managed the
new store. They had stores at various locations, but
by 1951 the Landwehrshadsettled into a hardware,
gift, and toy store at 826 Madison Ave. Under Ber
nard's grandson, Tom Landwehr, the store today
sells mainly hardware; various toy lines remain,
however.

Elks (see Civic Associations), a charter member

of the Fort Mitchell Country Club, a member of
the Fraternal Order of Eagles, a member of the
Latonia Jockey Club, and a founder of WCKY
radio. He married Margaret C. Brown on April 27,
1904. Tracy died in 1947 at the Arthur Apartments
along Greenup St. in Covington and was buried at
St. Mary Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.
“His Character Shone in Good Works,” KP. March 7,
1947, 2.

“Judge Frank M. Tracy Dies at Age 74, KP March 6,

1947.

William Terwort

TRAFFIC. The increase of traffic on streets and

highways is a serious concern in Northern Ken
tucky and nationally. The situation is worsened by
the public's choice of the flexibility and conve

work for Cincinnati's Kenner Products, known as

nience of auto travel over mass transit. An Ohio

the home of the 1956 classic children's item Play
Doh. Mary Ann Kelly of Ludlow, a well-known
television scriptwriter and author, designed toys in
her spare time.

Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Govern
ments (OKI) report states that in 2000, among
those in Boone, Campbell, and Kenton counties
using roads to commute to work, more than 85
percent drove alone, while only 3 percent used the
bus system. Over the years, numerous strategies
have been utilized to relieve traffic congestion. Re
moval of parking, one-way operations, and desig
nated turning laneshave improved traffic flow. The
first traffic signal in a Northern Kentucky town
was installed in Erlanger at the intersection of the
Dixie Highway and Commonwealth Ave. in June

“An Ordinance," DC, July 25, 1882, 4.

Cross, Gary. Kids’ Stuff: Toys and the Changing
World of American Childhood. Cambridge. Har
vard Univ. Press, 1997.

Duennes, Terry. “Ghost Stories Told by the Campfire
at Totter's Otterville at Johnny's Toys,” KP, Octo
ber 24, 2006, A2.

1928.

Duke, Kerry. "Time for Trains," KP, January 29,
2005, 5K.

“Helen Warren, Toy Store's Birthday Elf." KP, Febru
ary 7, 2006, A11.
“Lessons at Johnny's Toys,” KP, May 20, 2006, N5.
“Taylor Mill's Mary Elizabeth Johnson, Ultimate
Grandmother, Sold Toys,” KP, May 8, 2000, 12A.
"Time for Trains,” KP, January 29, 2005, K5.

TRACY, FRANKM. (b. May 5, 1872, Covington,
Ky; d. March 6, 1947, Covington, Ky.) Frank M.
Tracy, a legislator and a judge, was the son of Pat

rick and Julia Aylward Tracy, local grocery owners
who were born in Ireland. Frank received his ele

mentary and high school education in Covington,
attended St. Xavier College in Cincinnati, graduat
ing in 1892, and then studied law at the Cincinnati
Law School, where he graduated in 1894 with an
LLB. He also studied at the Georgetown University
Law School in Washington, D.C. Tracy was admit
ted to the Kentucky bar and became active in
Democratic politics. He was a member of the Ken
tucky House of Representatives in 1898, served as
Kenton Co. attorney from 1902 to 1910, and was a
Kenton circuit judge from 1910 to 1924. In 1924
Tracy formed a law partnership with Maurice L.
Galvin under the name of Galvin & Tracy, and the
firm represented many large business interests,
among them some of the local utilities. Tracy en
gaged in several civic and charitable interests. He
chaired the campaign to build St. Elizabeth Hospi
tal (see St. Elizabeth Medical Center) in Cov

ington and was an exalted ruler of the Covington

fore the Daniel Carter Beard Bridge (I-471)
opening alleviated congestion in Campbell Co. It
was obvious, even before construction started, that

the I-471 link would attract a heavy volume of traf.
fic from the growing areas of eastern Hamilton and
Clermont counties in Ohio. However, an OKI study
decided against recommending designated higher
occupancy-vehicle lanes on I-471. The Kentucky
Department of Highways began a more system
atic collection of traffic-count data in the early
1960s, and the Kentucky legislature adopted the
1961 Manual for Uniform Traffic Control Devices

1947, 1.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 6598, for the year

As the toy industry expanded, Northern Ken
tuckians became involved in the industry; many

“Charles Wendt'Train Man' at Johnny's Toys in Lato
nia," KP, May 10, 2003, All.
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A comprehensive plan prepared for the City of
Covington by Ladislas Segoe in 1932 emphasized
adapting the community to the automobile. Rely
ing heavily on traffic counts and population pro
jections, the plan noted specific locations where
widening, paving, improving curves, and elimi
nating railroad crossings would enhance safety
and mobility. Owing to the cost involved, many
of the plan's major features were never undertaken.
These included a proposed regional highway sys
tem with three radial boulevards emanating from
the downtown Covington area.
By the end of World War II, rush-hour traffic
in Northern Kentucky was a serious problem; traf
fic would back up from downtown Cincinnati
across all four Ohio River bridges, through Cov
ington and Newport, to the routes leading to the
steadily developing suburban communities. In the
1950s one-way traffic was instituted on the L&N
Bridge during the morning and afternoon peak
periods. U.S 27 through Newport was made one
way north on Monmouth and one-way south on
York St., and a similar plan was put into effect in

Covington on Greenup and Scott Sts. Because of
the hilly terrain of Northern Kentucky, a street grid
system had developed only in the more level river
communities. Suburban growth relied on major
existing arterials that allowed few alternate routes
to bypass blockages or heavy congestion. The open
ing of the Brent Spence (I-71/I-75) Bridge in late
1963 initially provided major reliefto the rush-hour
congestion in Kenton Co. However, it was 1976 be

(MUTCD) for all roads and streets in the common

wealth. The federal Traffic Operations Program to
Improve Capacity and Safety (TOPICS) program in
the early 1970s was an attempt to address problems
at key intersections. Several of these projects were
completed, either as designed or with modifica
tions. A major improvement under this program
was the alignment of Stevenson Rd, with Com
monwealth Ave. in Erlanger.
By the mid-1980s, the region was exploring"In
telligent Transportation" systems. The Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) was the leading
agency for the ADVANTAGE 75 system to moni
tor trucking on I-75 from Canada to south Florida.
One of the first monitoring stations was installed
in Kentucky on southbound I-75 between Walton
and Crittenden. Traffic signals had advanced from
pretimed to partially traffic-activated. Later, the
signals had been interconnected along the major
arterial routes, and the system along the Dixie
Highway could be adjusted from the District High
way office in Crescent Park. This system extended
along U.S. 42 to Hopeful Rd. and later included
Mall Rd. and the segment of Ky. Rt. 18 in Florence,
Ky. Urban signal systems were installed in Coving
ton and Newport.
The development of the Advanced Regional
Traffic Interactive Management and Information
System (ARTIMIS) was coordinated by OKI and
financed largely with federal clean-air funding.
An electronic network of fiber-optic cable carries
data to a control center in Cincinnati just north of
the Brent Spence Bridge. The system includes cam
eras, changeable message signs, roadway sensors,
highway advisory radio, and service patrol vans on
Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky freeways. The
system, fully operational by late 1996, included
several national innovations, among them the 511
highway information hotline.
A Federal Highway Administration report in
1996 compared national travel factors since 1970.
It indicated that the total miles driven had grown 4
times as fast as the population, twice as fast as the
number of licensed drivers, and 18 times as fast as

additional road mileage. The number of vehicles
had increased by 90 percent since 1970. The traffic
count in both directions on 1-71/I-75 between But

termilk Pk and the Dixie Highway at Fort Mitchell
was 39,600 vehicles per day in 1965. In 1975 it was
80,800; in 1995, 131,000; and in 2005, 159,000.

As traffic increased, the river crossings again
became bottlenecks. The emergency shoulders on
both the Brent Spence and the Daniel Carter Beard
bridges have been converted to provide additional
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traffic lanes. The planning under way in 2007 to
replace the Spence Bridge structure anticipates as
many as seven lanes in each direction. The heavy

traffic seeking to reach new attractions on the
Newport and Bellevue riverfronts will require a
major redesign of the exit ramp at the south end of
the I-471 Beard Bridge. A corridor study of the
Dixie Highway segment between Florence and I-75
in Covington was completed in 2005. The goals are
to improve traffic flow and reduce delay without
constructing additional lanes. The volume of truck
traffic is steadily increasing. This will worsen con
gestion, which, in turn, will threaten the long-term
viability of some businesses. Residential and com
mercial development throughout Northern Ken
tucky continues to outpace the resources allocated
to provide adequate roadway access.
America's Rolling Warehouses. Washington, D.C.:
The Road Information Program (TRIP), 2004.
Comprehensive Plan for Covington, Kentucky and
Environs, Covington Planning and Zoning Com
mission. 1932. Reprint, New York: Arno Press, 1974.
“Erlanger First.” KP June 28, 1928, 1.
“Eyes on the Roads: ARTIMIS Cameras and Techni
cians, CP, October 12, 2002, 1K.

Federal Highway Administration. America's Roads:
1776–1976. Washington, D.C., U.S. Department of
Transportation, 1976.
Tenkotte, Paul A. "Adaptation to the Automobile and

Imitation of the Suburb, Covington, Kentucky's
1932 Plan as a Test Case of City Planning." JKS 1,
no. 1 (July 1984): 151–70.
Traffic Congestion and Reliability: Linking Solu
tions to Problems. Washington, D.C. Federal High
way Administration, 2004.
Ralph Wolff

with the Newport storage and maintenance facili
ties. Also during the night, former Green Line driv
ers and mechanics were notified that their services

would be needed as early as the next morning
The most immediate problem facing TANK
was that it did not have enough operable buses to
put on the road. The buses obtained from the Green
Line, except for eight purchased in 1967, were 18
years old, on average, and suffered from deferred
maintenance. To ensure availability of a large
enough fleet of operable buses to meet basic sched
ules, TANK immediately purchased 20 used buses
from the Kansas City Area Transit Authority.
In the next 24 months, TANK launched some

for commuting to work and visiting the doctor or
stores, and TANK saw its ridership gradually de
cline. From a high of almost 6 million passengers in
1976, TANK carried fewer than 5 million passen
gers in 1982. However, in 1981 TANK secured a
federal Urban Mass Transit Act grant to replace its
old, cramped, inefficient maintenance and storage
facility (a former Green Line streetcar barn) at
11th and Brighton Sts. in Newport. A new TANK
office and maintenance facility was constructed on
Madison Pike in Fort Wright and dedicated on No
vember 20, 1982 by general manager Stephen L.
Morris. Further purchases of 20 new buses between
1980 and 1983 meant that for the first time the en

major initiatives. The basic fare was reduced to 25
cents, and service headways on many routes were
improved to achieve a phased increase of 44 per
cent more service mileage. In addition, passenger
shelters were placed at many boarding locations,
and an information center was established to pro
vide the public with continuous schedule and route

tire TANK fleet of 95 buses was air-conditioned.

information.

venient schedules, and the establishment of nu

In 1973 TANK developed new branches of its
most patronized route, No. 1-Erlanger-Florence,
to serve the rapidly developing areas of southern

merous park-and-ride locations, ridership slipped
to near the 4 million level by 1989. There was some
modest route expansion during the 1980s. A new
service was launched to the newly opened St. Eliz
abeth Medical Center South in Edgewood. Seven
tripsa day were scheduled, primarily at shift change
times, to transport hospital workers.
The 1990s saw a flurry of progress and innova
tion at TANK. Spearheaded by Mark Donaghy,
general manager (1990–2003), the authority began
expanding its routes to serve the needs of the de
veloping southern ends of the three-county region.
Service to Northern Kentucky University and the
Cold Spring–Alexandria area was expanded, and

Kenton and Boone counties, and it established a

new route to reach another growing area around
Taylor Mill and Independence in southeastern
Kenton Co. In Campbell Co., TANK increased
service along both Highland and Grand Aves, to
Fort Thomas. Rush-hour express runs were rein
stituted from Fort Thomas, Dayton, and the Cold
Spring–Alexandria area to Cincinnati.
In 1975, having received a capital grant from
the federal government, TANK purchased 74 AM
General 41-passenger air-conditioned transit buses

Public transportation took a backseat in the
mid-1980s as the federal government gradually re
duced its aid to mass transit. Caught in a financial
squeeze, TANK had to raise its basic fare, first to 60
cents and eventually to 75 cents. Therefore, despite
a combination of clean, well-kept equipment, con

TRANSIT AUTHORITY OF NORTHERN

and was able to retire most of the worn-out Green

new service was added to various areas of Boone

KENTUCKY. The Transit Authority of Northern
Kentucky (TANK) was created by the fiscal courts
of Boone, Campbell, and Kenton counties in July
1971. TANK was formed in response to an an
nouncement by the Cincinnati, Newport, and
Covington Transportation Company (CN&C) (the
Green Line Company), a private transit company,
that it would cease to serve Northern Kentucky by

Line buses. The delivery of the new buses gave
TANK a distinctive new look; they were painted
white overall with diagonal red, yellow, and blue
stripes amidships, representing the unity of Camp

Co. (centered on Empire Dr.) and to Walton and
Hebron. A new No. 2–Airport Express route was

bell, Kenton, and Boone counties.

tional Airport, with the schedule primarily aimed
at shift change times at the airport.
Not to be left out of TANK expansion plans
were the newly developing business districts and
the new condominiums along the Northern Ken
tucky riverfront. On May 6, 1998, TANKlaunched
the Southbank Shuttle, a new bus route linking the

the end of 1972. In June 1972 a bond issue to fund

TANK was authorized by the governing bodies of
Boone, Campbell, and Kenton counties, for place
ment on the November 7, 1972, election ballot. The

move was timely, since the CN&C Transportation
Company halted all operations on November 4,
1972. In that election the voters approved a $5.4
million public transit operating bond issue, with
Kenton Co. residents contributing $3.1 million,
Campbell Co. residents $1.9 million, and the citi
zens of Florence in Boone Co. $400,000. The issue

passed, in all three counties, by more than 70 per
cent of votes. Thus TANK was funded and the pop
ulace again had an alternative to the automobile.
Preparations were made to get the buses rolling
the next morning after the bond issue passed. The
newly appointed TANK board arranged during the
night for liability and workman's compensation in
surance and made credit agreements for fuel and
tires. Arrangements with owners ofthe now defunct
Green Line allowed TANK to lease 58 buses, along

As a result of the 1975–1976 OPEC oil crisis,

which led to localized gasoline shortages and much
higher fuel prices, TANK carried a record 5,731,517
passengers in 1976, almost double the number of
persons who rode the Green Line in 1971. This in
crease encouraged TANK to seek additional pub
lic funding, but the voters proved to be fickle. In
November 1976 they rejected the proposed one
quarter-percent sales tax increase for additional
transit operating funds. Faced with a doubling of
the price of diesel fuel, TANK was forced to raise
its basic fare to 40 cents in 1977 and to curtail much

of its late evening and weekend service. Predict
ably, ridership declined noticeably in 1977.
In 1978 TANK proposed to the voters of Ken
ton and Campbell counties a permanent fund base
centered on a payrolland net-profit tax, TANKem
ployees and their families, along with many other
northern Kentuckians, went door-to-door to gain
support for the upcoming ballot initiative. The vot.
ers passed the issue in November 1978, and TANK
was endowed with its first permanent funding base.
During the early 1980s, as gasoline prices stabi
lized, more people returned to their automobiles

instituted between downtown Cincinnati and

the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Interna

downtown business districts of Cincinnati, Cov

ington, Newport, and Bellevue. The Shuttle was de
signed to join the downtown Cincinnati's sports
stadiums and its retail and restaurant district with

both the Covington and the Newport shopping
and entertainment districts along the Ohio River
and Covington's Main Strasse Village. The South
bank Shuttle was conceived by TANK, and South
bank Partners, a public-private group, provided
marketing support. The shuttle was a complete suc

cess, so much so that TANK found it necessary to
order new, larger buses in 2001.
One negative development occurred in Sep
tember 1996, when the Transit Authority of North
ern Kentucky was notified that its tenancy in the
Dixie Terminal in Cincinnati would be termi

nated on October 18, TANK and its predecessor,
the Green Line, had used the off-street structure as

TRANSKENTUCKY TRANSPORTATION RAILROAD INC.
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its primary Cincinnati terminus since 1921. How

TRANSITIONS INC. In 1969 the Northern

Transitions Inc. has become known for its in

ever, that development gave impetus to imple
ment TANK's long-range plan to operate a primary
transfer facility in downtown Covington. A new
indoor facility, located on the ground floor of the
Kenton Co. parking garage on Madison Ave, be
tween Second and Third Sts., was opened on July

Kentucky Regional Mental Health-Mental Re
tardation Board (known then as the Comprehen
sive Care Center but now as North Key Commu
nityCare) encouraged the formation of "substance

novative programming. Among its many firsts are
the nonhospital residential substance abuse pro
gram in Greater Cincinnati (1969); the nonmedical
detoxification unit in Northern Kentucky (1975);
the substance abuse program for offenders (1978);
the halfway-house services in Eastern Kentucky

25, 1998. Named the Riverfront Transit Center, the

facility, designed to serve as TANK's major trans
fer point, replaced the former main transfer loca
tions in congested downtown Cincinnati as well as
the nonsheltered Third and Madison transfer point
in Covington. Almost immediately the new facil
ity was nicknamed the Covington Transit Center
by the press and by TANK itself.
Further initiatives by TANK from 1995 to 2005
included assisting employers and social service
agencies by instituting reverse commuting service.
For example, people are transported from urban
areas to their work in outlying parts of the three
counties, where new and more abundant employ
ment opportunities such as the airport have devel
oped. Another TANK innovation to lure people
back to public transit was the Guaranteed Ride
Home Program. TANK guaranteed its customers
a ride home (up to four times per year) if unplanned
overtime or a family emergency arose during the
workday. During the same time period, TANK
also added more park-and-ride lots in the suburbs
to enable citizens to avoid the hassle of driving in
congested areas.
Another community outreach program insti
tuted by the authority was its Transit Subsidy Pro
gram, whereby companies could provide up to $65
per month in tax-free benefits to employees if they
used TANK to commute to work. To assist the

mobility-impaired, TANK instituted in 1978 its
Regional Area Mobility Program, known as
RAMP. From a modest beginning using four buses
to provide door-to-door service for 80 monthly
riders, RAMP had grown by 2004 to serve more
than 4,000 people monthly. Also by 2004, TANK
had put into service on regular routes 51 low-floor
buses, fully accessible to many people with limited

abuse task force.” Executive Director Dr. J. E.

Willett initiated the effort and oversaw the proj
ect administratively. The staff person who took

up the challenge to help in treating substance
abuse was Dr. Clarence Lassetter, a therapist at
the center. He was joined by a few citizens who
were very concerned about the lack of substance
abuse treatment programs for the uninsured and
indigent in Northern Kentucky. Three of the most
committed members of the group were from
the same family—Virginia, Margaret, and Larry
Droege.
During 1969 the group gained a few more sup
porters and raised a small amount of money but
was stymied by having neither a building in which
to provide services nor the funds to buy one. The
group often met in the living room of Virginia and
Margaret Droege at 1408 Greenup St. in Coving
ton. During one meeting in late 1969, Virginia re
portedly looked at Margaret and said, “You know,
we could start doing treatment services righthere."
The two women proceeded to move in with rela
tives and donated their home to the cause. The new

agency was named Droege House Inc. and was
registered as a nonprofit charity. The first board
chair was Tony Wirtz, also a board member of
Northern Kentucky Regional Mental Health
Mental Retardation Board.

In 1971 the program grew to include outreach
services and a drop-in center on 11th St. in Cov
ington, as a result of collaborations with the Com
munity Alcoholism Services of the federal Office
of Economic Opportunities. Locally, the North
ern Kentucky Community Action Commission
(NKCAC) had sponsored these services, NKCAC's
Alcoholism Services were officially delegated to
Droege House Inc. in October 1974. In addition,
the Mental Health—Mental Retardation Board and

(1987); a women's and children's substance abuse

program (1992); the Oxford House Recovery Group
Home (1993); the Community Corrections Advi
sory Board in Northern Kentucky (the latter be
came the catalyst to establish the Kenton Co. Com
munity Corrections Advisory Board Inc.) (1996),
the Intensive-Out-Patient program for offenders
in Northern Kentucky (1997), the first drug court
in Northern Kentucky (Kenton Co. Adult Drug
Court), of which Transitions Inc. is a cofounder

(1998); and a HUD housing grant for the formerly
homeless (1999).
From 2000 to 2005, Transitions Inc. was an in

tegral part of the community effort that founded
the Life Learning Center Inc., and in 2006 Transi
tions Inc. was approved to establish a new 100
bed treatment facility in Erlanger, as part of the
Recovery Kentucky initiative sponsored by Ken
tucky governor Ernie Fletcher (2003–2007). The
new facility was under construction in 2008.
On its 35th anniversary, in 2004, the agency
owned 16 buildings, including five residential care
facilities in Boyd, Campbell, and Kenton counties,
and was serving an average of 270 residents per day
and an additional 260 outpatient clients per week.
In 2005 the agency's revenues were $5.5 million.
Transitions Inc. receives clients from across the

state of Kentucky but primarily serves Boone,
Campbell, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant, Kenton, Owen,
and Pendleton counties in Northern Kentucky.
Derks, Rose Marie, O.S.F. "Alcohol Abuse Program

of Northern Kentucky: A Look at Financial Re
sources," 1978, Xavier Univ., Cincinnati.

Eigelbach, Kevin. "Rehab Center OK'd: Erlanger
Board Approves Project," KP, April 25, 2006, 1A.
Transitions Inc. Birth of an Agency. 2005, 35th an
niversary brochure.

mobility. The employees of TANK's maintenance

Droege House Inc. signed an affiliation agreement;
as a result of the agreement, a nonmedical detoxifi

department, under the direction of Donald Nelt

cation unit was established and added to the ser

ner, volunteered their free time to restore the

vices at Droege House Inc.

TRANSKENTUCKY

In July 1975 Droege House Inc. changed its
name to the Northern Kentucky Alcohol Abuse
Program Inc. (NKAAP). In the following month,
the agency was awarded state formula grant

RAILROAD INC. The TransKentucky Trans
portation Railroad, better known as the TTI, oper

Kentucky, one of the oldest existing streetcars in
the United States, for eventual display at the
Behringer-Crawford Museum at Devou Park

in Park Hills. They also restored a number of his
toric buses for use in local events and parades.
In late 2003 David Braun succeeded Mark

Donaghy as TANK's general manager. In 2004 the
Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky operated
more than 130 vehicles throughout the three
counties of Boone, Campbell, and Kenton (and to
downtown Cincinnati) on more than 30 regular
and express routes. TANK employed 200 full-time
and 56 part-time individuals and carried more
than 3,700,000 passengers in 2004.
Lehmann, Terry W., and Earl W. Clark, The Green

Line. Chicago: Central Electric Railfans' Associa
tion, 2000.

funds to establish a detoxification unit. In Octo

ber of the same year, the treatment program (a
halfway house) moved into what had been the
nurses' quarters at Speers Hospital (see Speers
Memorial Hospital) in Dayton, Ky., and that
building was renamed the Droege House.
During the three decades since then, the agency,
renamed Transitions Inc. in 1984, has focused on

providing substance-abuse-related services to as
sist the indigent, the uninsured, the incarcerated,
the homeless, and the working poor of Northern
Kentucky. It provides services in three major ar
eas: substance abuse treatment, community cor
rections, and assistance for the homeless and oth

Terry W. Lehmann

ers with housing problems.

Mac McArthur

TRANSPORTATION

ates the former Louisville and Nashville Rail

road (L&N) track in Kentucky between Paris and
Maysville. Originally, it was the Maysville and
Lexington Railroad that finished the track be
tween Maysville and Paris, and the first trip was
made from Maysville to Paris on March 4, 1872.
The connecting section between Paris and Lexing
ton was part of the Covington and Lexington
Railroad, built in the mid-1850s. The road became

part of the Kentucky Central Railroad (KC) in
1876. Collis P. Huntington acquired the KC in
1881 to provide linkage for his Chesapeake and
Ohio Railroad to reach Louisville via Lexington.
In 1891, after Huntington's railroad empire was
thrown into financial difficulties, the L&N gained
ownership of the line. Although the L&N viewed
the lineas having profit potential, demonstrated by
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the substantial depot (see Railroad Depots) it
constructed at Maysville (today the police station),
the line became relegated to local traffic, unable to

provements by 1985 included three multimillion
dollar expansions that increased production and
distribution. A new ice cream production plant

Anthony came to Cincinnati to attend the Ohio
Women's Suffrage convention at the Sinton Hall

generate through traffic. In 1979 the L&N sold this

was added in 1993. One of the first dairies in the

section to the TTI, which uses it mainly for coal

region to vacuum-pasteurize milk, Trauth Dairy
has consistently introduced innovative packaging
and products, including tamper-evident packag
ing, sweet acidophilus milk, and 1 percent plus

surer of the organization, Helen Taylor Upton,
stayed with the Trimble family in their Covington

hauling, moving Eastern Kentucky coal dropped
off at Paris by the L&N and the CSX to a barge
terminal on the Ohio River at Maysville. The TTI
remains an independent railroad, but the CSX is a
major stockholder in the company.

A/B milk. It is also the exclusive manufacturer of

road. Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 2000.

fat-free plus A/B milk, which tastes like 2 percent
but is actually skim fortified with calcium and
with acidophilus and bifidum cultures—the cul
tures in yogurt. Twelve varieties of milk, three
kinds of cream, eggnog, chip dips, cottage cheese,

Lewis, Edward A. American Shortline Railway

fruit drinks, and more than 20 flavors of ice cream

Guide. 4th ed. Waukesha, Wis.; Kalmbach Books,

are manufactured at the Newport plant. Two other
distribution facilities operate in Louisville and in
Osgood, Ind.
In 1997 the dairy was purchased by Suiza
Foods Corporation of Dallas, Tex., one of the larg
est dairy firms in the United States. The Trauth
Dairy thereby became involved in a national mar
ket, manufacturing ice cream under the Pet and

“First Railroad Trip to Paris,” Maysville Bulletin,
March 7, 1872, 3.
Herr, Kenneth A. The Louisville & Nashville Rail

Ł991.

Charles H. Bogart
TRANSPARENT PIE. Transparent pie is a deli.
cious dessert, usually prepared as a tart or a pie,
which seems to have originated in Maysville and
environs. Its origin is unknown, but it dates back at
least several generations. Maysville's oldest resi
dents remember transparent pie as always being
part of local life. Rosemary Clooney purchased
transparent pie on her visits home, and her nephew
George Clooney has been known to transport it
to movie sets in Hollywood. The tarts are a fea
tured item of McGee's Bakery and are even baked
at chain store bakeries in the community. Hula
Duke, a prominent local preservationist, always
served transparent pie tarts to visitors to the com
munity. On a return visit, one of those guests asked
to have, once more, some of that wonderful des
sert, whose name she could not remember; she

asked for “invisible” pie. Recipes for transparent
pie vary, but they include eggs, sugar, butter, milk,
and small amounts of flour and yanilla, mixed and

placed in pie shells. The result is a sweet, rich con
fection, golden brown on the surface with a light

Carnation labels in addition to its own brand and

private labels. Today its ultramodern facility cov
ers five city blocks. The dairy has received gold
medals and blue ribbons each year for numerous
products at the Kentucky State Fair, and Cincin
nati Magazine has named its eggnog and sour
cream Cincinnati's best. In addition Louis Trauth

Dairy was named the Dairy of the Year in 2003 and
the best fluid milk plant in 2004, by the All Star
Dairy Association.
"As Other Dairies Vanish, Trauth Company Expands,"
CP, July 31, 1984, l l B.
“Ice Cream Venture Could Help Trauth Frost Local
Competition," Cincinnati Business Courier, No
vember 29, 1993, 27.

Louis Trauth Dairy, www.trauthdairy.com (accessed

in the YMCA. While in the area, she and the trea

home. On other visits to Cincinnati and North

ern Kentucky, Anthony often was hosted by other
local members of the women's movement, includ

ing Anna Shaler Berry. The suffrage organizations
fought tirelessly for a woman's right to vote; how
ever, many of their leaders passed from the scene
before the voting rights amendment to the U.S.
Constitution was ratified in 1920.

Mary Barlow Trimble died of a stroke at age 81,
at the Gregorian Hotel in New York City, while
visiting with her granddaughter, Grace Ludlow.
Mary's body was returned to Covington, wherefu
neral services were held in the family home on the
southeast corner of Madison Ave. and Robbins St.

Rev. Macgruder of Covington's Trinity Episcopal
Church and Rev. Plemmons of the Madison Ave

nue Baptist Church in Covington conducted her
funeral services. Members of the Covington Equal
Rights Club attended the services as a body. A spe
cial train carried the body and the funeral party to
Cynthiana, where Mary was buried next to her
husband, William, in the Battle Grove Cemetery.
Her five children, William Trimble, Robert Trim

ble, Helen Trimble Highton, Grace Trimble Fack
ler, and Kate Trimble Woolsey survived her.
Each of Mary's daughters followed in her
mother's footsteps by becoming involved in the
women's rights movement. Grace Trimble Fackler
was the most active, although daughter Kate Trim
ble Woolsey wrote a book in 1903 called Repub
lics versus Woman, in which she criticized gov
ernments for not giving women the same legal
rights as men. Both of Mary's sons became suc
cessful financiers.

April 5, 2006).
Gabrielle Summe

"Death Notice,” KP September 21, 1912,7.
“Mrs. Trimble Dies in N.Y. Hotel–Brief Biography,"
KP, September 20, 1912, 1.

rtaine.

TRIMBLE, MARY BARLOW (b. 1831, Paris,

Reis, Jim. “They Fought to Secure Equal Rights for

Meiman, Karen. “Taste of Tradition from Farms to

Ky; d. September 20, 1912, New York City). Mary
Trimble was an ardent supporter of women's suf
frage and a close friend of Susan B. Anthony and
other suffragists, such as Anna Shaler Berry, Lil
lian Blauvelt, Laura Clay, Jessie Firth, Clara Lor
ing, Nancy McLaughlin, Mary Light Ogle, Mattie
Bruce Reynolds, and Dr. Louise Southgate.
Mary Barlow Trimble's parents were Martin
and Frances Cantrell Barlow, both parents died
when Mary was young, and she went to live with
her uncle Col. Joseph Cantrell. She married Wil
liam Wallace Trimble, a wealthy attorney and
legal scholar who lived at Cynthiana. William was
the author of Trimble's Kentucky Digest, which
was used as a textbook by the Cincinnati Law
School. The couple moved to Covington in 1873,
where they lived in a mansion at 1026 Madison
Ave. Mary and William had five children.
Like many other women of wealth and position
of her day, Mary was involved in numerous social
issues, especially women's property rights and the
right to vote. She was one of the founders of the
Covington Equal Rights Club. In 1894 Susan B.

Women," KP, August 4, 2003, 4K.
— "Winning the Right to Vote,” KP, November 8,

yellow body that is almost clear—giving the pie its

Kitchens,” KP, January 10, 2004, 3.
John Klee

TRAUTH DAIRY. Louis Trauth Dairy was es
tablished in May 1920, when Louis J. Trauth and
his wife Clara Stephany Trauth bought a milk
route from the Fred Schuerman Dairy, which was
at the present site of the Newport Shopping Cen
ter. At first the Trauth Dairy operated from a
600-square-foot plant behind the Trauths' home
at 11th and John Sts. in Newport; by 1926 it had
been expanded to 1,500 square feet. Despite com
petition from more than 50 Northern Kentucky
dairies, and the impact of the Great Depression
and World War II, Trauth Dairy grew from a
partnership between Louis Trauth and his two
sons into a corporation in 1956. The new corpora
tion acquired the Niser Ice Cream Company in
1968 but did not create its own line of ice cream

products (see Candy and Ice Cream) until July
1990; by November 1990 the dairy had introduced
more than 43 new ice cream products. Plant im

2004, 4K.

TRIMBLE, ROBERT (b. November 17, 1776,

Augusta Co., Va.; d. August 25, 1828, Paris, Ky).
Robert Trimble was the second person to serve as a
federal judge for Northern Kentucky and the first
federal trial judge appointed to the U.S. Supreme
Court. Trimble attended Transylvania College in
Lexington and was admitted to the bar in 1802.
Before his federal judicial appointments, he served
as a member of the Kentucky General Assembly
(1802) and as a justice of the Kentucky Court of
Appeals. In 1817 President James Madison ap
pointed Trimble to the District Court of Kentucky,
where he served eightyears. In 1826 President John
Quincy Adams elevated him to the U.S. Supreme
Court. It was believed that Secretary of State Henry
Clay, a Kentuckian, was influential in Trimble's ap
pointment to the Court. While Trimble's tenure on
the Court was brief, due to his sudden and unex

pected death, he wrote 16 opinions on a Court that

TriNITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH

was dominated by Chief Justice John Marshall.
He wrote the only opinion in which Chief Justice
Marshall was in the minority during Marshall's
34-year tenure (1801–1835), Trimble died at his
home in Paris, Ky., in 1828 of a "malignant bilious
fever," just 27 months into his tenure as a justice.
His close friend on the Court, Justice Joseph
Story, said of Trimble, "We are persuaded that if
he had lived 10 years longer, in the discharge of
the same high duties, from the expendability of
his talents, and his steady devotion to jurisdic
tion, he would have gained still higher rank."
During the 1829 term of the Court, the justices
wore black armbands on their left arms honoring
Trimble's memory. Trimble Co., Ky., was named
in his honor.

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1992.
The Supreme Court Historical Society.www.supreme
courthistory.org/ (accessed February 5, 2007).
Paul L. Whalen

TRIMBLE, VANCE H. (b. July 6, 1913, Harri.
son, Ark.) Vance Henry Trimble, a journalist and
an author, is the son of attorney Guy Lee Trimble
and Josephine Crump Trimble. Vance grew up in
Wewoka, Okla., where he attended public school.
When he was 14 years old, he acquired an after
school job as a cub reporter for the Okemah
(Okla.) Daily Leader, and he later worked part
time as a courthouse reporter, a sports editor,
and a city editor for the Wewoka (Okla.) Times
Democrat. Trimble graduated from Wewoka High
School, where he was editor of the high school
newspaper, in 1930. Because jobs were so difficult
to find and keep during the Great Depression,
Trimble worked part-time for various Oklahoma
newspapers. In 1932 he married his high school
sweetheart, Elzene Miller, and they became the
parents of one child, Carol Ann. Elzene Trimble
was described as having steel will sheathed in
southern charm; she was Vance's closest friend, his

greatest supporter, and at times his most astute
critic.

During the depression Vance Trimble resorted
to repairing typewriters as a means of helping to
support his family. In 1939 he was hired as a copy
editor for the Scripps-Howard-owned Houston
Press and within six months was promoted to city
editor. During World War II, Trimble served for
two years with the U.S. Army. Afterward he re
joined the Houston Press, where he held the title
of managing editor. In 1955 he was transferred to
the Scripps-Howard Bureau in Washington, D.C.,

his father and both of his grandfathers had been
born and raised in Kentucky.
Kentucky Post employees described Trimble
as a very demanding boss, nearly impossible to
please, who almost daily threatened to fire every
one. However, Trimble also had a compassionate
side and was very sympathetic to the personal
problems of his employees. While at the Kentucky
Post, he designed and built a new home at 1013
Sunset Dr. in Kenton Hills (Covington), with a
commanding view of the Ohio River and down
town Cincinnati. In 1974 Trimble was inducted

into the Oklahoma Journalism Hall of Fame. He

retired from the Kentucky Post in 1979 but re
mained in Covington.
After 67 years of happy marriage, Elzene died
on July 5, 1999, and was buried in Wewoka, Okla.

ington, where he continued his legal practice and
earned the reputation of having one of the finest
legal minds in the region. A voracious reader, he
spent much time studying fineliterature. He wrote
extensively; one of his books was Trimble's Ken
tucky Digest, which was used for many years as a
textbook at the Cincinnati Law School. William's

Okla.

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH. Founded

The Cincinnati Post. "Lifetime of Love Goes On."

www.cincypost.com (accessed February 5, 2006).
"Editor in Hall of Fame," KP, November 1, 1974, 1.
"Editor-Turned-Author," KP, November 26, 1990, 1B.

Hicks, Jack. "The Astonishing Mr. Trimble Never at
Loss for Words." KP August 6, 1993, 1K-2K.
NNDB. "Pulitzer Prize for National Reporting." www

southeast corner of Madison Ave. and Robbins St.

Funeral services were held at the Cynthiana Epis
copal Church, and Trimble was buried in the Battle
Grove Cemetery in Cynthiana.
"August Election," C1, July 4, 1856, 3.
"Covington Nominations," CDC, May 23, 1864,2.
"Obituaries,” KSJ, September 2, 1886, 4.
"R. J. Trimble to Make His Home in California," KTS,

May 25, 1920, 19.

Woolsey, Kate Trimble. Republics versus Woman.
London: Gay and Bird, 1903.

in 1842, Trinity Episcopal Church is located at
Fourth St. and Madison Ave. in Covington. Its pres
ent building was built in stages over the period
1859–1888 to replace a smaller frame building at
the same location, built in 1843. Additions and im

provements over theyears were made by noted archi
tects Herbert Tinsley of Cincinnati, and William

inndb.com (accessed February 5, 2006).
Ohio University Libraries."Vance H. Trimble Collec

tion." www.library.ohiou.edu/findſ (accessed Feb
ruary 5, 2006).
"Pulitzer Prize Winner Named Ky. Post Editor," KP.
January 14, 1963, 1K.

Jack Wessling
TRIMBLE, WILLIAM W. (b. December 31,

1821, Cynthiana, Ky; d. August 31, 1886, Coving
ton, Ky.) Lawyer, judge, and author William W.
Trimble. William's father took great interest in the
education of all his sons; he and an uncle of Wil

liam, Robert Macmillan, a former college profes
sor in Edinburgh, Scotland, homeschooled all the
Trimbleboys. William Trimble received additional

guished Washington correspondence, and the

training at a private school in Danville, Ky. He be

Raymond Clapper Award for the year's best Wash

came a lawyer in 1853 and practiced law in Cynthi
ana for 20 years. He was married twice, first to a
granddaughter of Kentucky governor James Gar
rard (1796–1804), and later to Mary Barlow (see

become editor of the Kentucky Post, in Coving
ton. For Vance, that was like a homecoming, since

Second District. In 1873 Trimble moved to Cov

daughter Kate married Edward J. Woolsey and
gained fame as an ardent feminist and women's
rights activist and as the author of the 1903 book
Republics versus Woman (see Kate Trimble
Woolsey). Judge William W. Trimble was 64 years
old when he died in his Covington home, at the

Trimble was the son of John and Eliza Porter

ington reporting. In 1963 he left Washington to

Helen, William Jr., and Robert. In 1856 William

Trimble was elected Circuit Court judge of the
Ninth District of Kentucky, comprising the coun
ties of Bracken, Campbell, Harrison, Kenton, and
Pendleton. He served in that position until 1864,
when he was elected Circuit Court judge of the

Vance movedback to Wewoka after his wife's death,

a series of articles exposing nepotism and corrup
tion within the U.S. Congress. That series led to his
receiving the triple crown of journalism in 1960.
porting, the Sigma Delta Chi Award for distin

Mary Barlow Trimble), daughter of Martin and
Frances Cantrell Barlow. From his first marriage
he had no children, but by his second wife, Mary,
he had five who lived to maturity, Kate, Fannie,

sohecould benearhergrave. In retirement Trimble
has written biographies about Wal-Mart founder
Sam Walton, Kentuckygovernor Albert B. "Happy"
Chandler (1935–1939, 1955–1959), Federal Express
founder Fred Smith, and communications magnate
Chris Whittle. When Trimble informed his pub
lisher that he was going to write the Walton biogra
phy, the publisher told him not to write it because
someone was already writing one. Vance became
angry and wrote the biography anyway; another
company published it. The book was an instant suc
cess, selling more than a half million copies. In re
cent years Vance placed his manuscripts, working
files, and correspondence in the Ohio University
library at Athens. He also donated more than 3,000
books to the public library in Wewoka. Now in
his nineties, Vance Trimble continues to enjoy re
tirement in the town where he grew up, Wewoka,

and served as news director. While there, he wrote

He was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for national re
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Trinity Episcopal Church.
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

Stewart (see Walter and Stewart) and others.

in Fort Thomas, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in

George Roth Jr., a prominent architect and a
member of Trinity Episcopal Church, described
the architecture of the present church building as
an "American Victorian Gothic parish church de
sign.” The most noticeable feature of the church
is a magnificent bell tower, which, along with the
church's west facade and its baptistery, was de
signed by Louis Piket in 1888, the tower houses
chimes given to the church in 1888 by John W. and
Henrietta A. Baker, prominent Covington residents
and longtime members of Trinity Episcopal

Newport, and Grace Episcopal Church in Florence.
Trinity Episcopal Church, part of the Episcopal
Diocese of Lexington, in 2005 had a congregation
of approximately 600 members, drawn from both
Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati.

Church. Howell Louis Lovell Sr. donated the funds

Swinford, Francis Keller, and Rebecca Smith Lee.

for the baptistery. In 1886 Piket also designed the

Great Elm Tree: Heritage of the Episcopal Dio
cese of Lexington, Lexington, Ky., Faith House

church's Parish House, called the Guild Hall, which

Barr, Frances Keller. Ripe to the Harvest: History of
the Episcopal Diocese of Lexington, 1895–1995.
Lexington, Ky. Diocese of Lexington, 1995.
Roth, George F., Jr. The Story of Trinity Episcopal
Church in Covington. Covington, Ky. Trinity
Episcopal Church, 1991.

Press, 1969.

still remains. The architectural firm of Porter, Tyler,
Martin, and Roth (George Roth) designed a new Par
ish House for the congregation, completed in 1959.
Added to the National Register of Historic
Places in 1982, Trinity Episcopal Church contains
priceless stained-glass windows, including work of

Tenkotte, Paul A. A Heritage of Art and Faith:
Downtown Covington Churches. Covington, Ky.
The Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1986.

est record of Lutherans in Maysville was found
in the German Evangelical Protestant Church,
formed in 1869; this congregation worshipped in a
building on Second St. and closed about the time

women's suffrage movement. Successful commu
nity organizations that received their start at Trin
ity Episcopal Church include Senior Services of
Northern Kentucky (which occupied the lower
level of the Parish House for ten years), the Family
Nurturing Center, and the Covington Commu
nity Center, which was the forerunner of the Cen
ter for Great Neighborhoods of Covington.

Groups such as the Kiwanis Club (see Civic Asso
ciations) and the Kenton Co. Historical Society
(see Historical Societies) have found meeting
space at the church sanctuary. The membership
rolls of the church over the years read like a who's
who of Northern Kentucky: politician John White
Stevenson, columnists Mary T. Hall (see Hall
Family) and Annette Cornell, singers Elizabeth
Parks and Katherine Hall Poock, architects

Otto Dan Wolff and Roth, the Baker family of
the Baker-Hunt Foundation, the Confederate

Withers family, and horseman Polk Laffoon.
Many clergy have served Trinity Episcopal
Church since its founding in 1842. Those in recent
times include Rev. Joseph Pennington (1989 to
present), Rev. Robin P. Smith (1983–1988); Rev.
David Rich (1980–1982); Rev. O. Worth May
(1959–1979); Rev. Bruce A. Weatherly (1952–1959);
Rev. Paul D. Wilbur (1946–1952); and Rev. C. D.
Snowden (1943–1946).

Over the years, Trinity Episcopal Church has
been an important part of the Northern Kentucky
community and of the Episcopal community, con
sisting of Trinity, St. Andrew's Episcopal Church

The German Evangelical Protestant Church
building was purchased in 1954, and a parsonage
was built in Deerfield Village. In 1966 the church
building was sold to cotton manufacturer January
& Wood Company, and the congregation again
rented space for worship services. During 1969
property was purchased along Parker Rd., and a
new building was dedicated in 1975. The corner
stone from the demolished German Evangelical
Protestant Church building is now an artifact at
the modern Trinity Lutheran Church. Today, wor
ship services are held in a contemporary-design
building with about 40 members.
cember 9, 2004, 4K.

chael Archangel window in the north transept, a
gift of the Lovell family, was made by the famous
studio of Louis Comfort Tiffany of New York.
Hand-carved furnishings and wall panels were
created by female students of renowned artists
Henry and William Fry, as well as those of Benn

hosted the 13th Annual State Convention of the

tion Service.

"A Child Is Born—100 Creches on Display." KP De

the John Riordan Studio of Cincinnati. The St. Mi

carved three exquisite wood panels in the altar as
well as many of the wall panels.
The Trinity Episcopal Church has been the site
of many important Covington events. In 1901 it

ordained minister, so Pastor Reschke was offi

cially called to serve Trinity, and on August 9,
1931, more than 100 people attended his installa

John West
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH. The earli

Pitman. Kate E. P. Mosher, a student of Pitman,

gregation grew as the area was canvassed for wor
shippers. The church wanted to have a full-time,

"It Happened in Kentucky–Maysville," KTS, August

of World War I. In 1923, brothers Ewald and Her

man Pawset, owners of Wald Manufacturing
Company in Sheboygan, Wis., were searching for a
new location for their bicycle-parts plant. After
they moved to Maysville, their Wisconsin pastor
notified Pastor Walter Littmann in Madisonville,

Ind., of their change in residence and their need to
find a new spiritual home. Littmann visited the
Pawset brothers and then moved to Maysville to
become a resident Lutheran minister to a new Lu

theran congregation. The first service was held in
the home of Ewald Pawset on Forest Ave. in spring
1924, with six adults and seven children attending.
An early worship service was held once a month,
and biweekly services were instituted as the atten
dance grew.
In 1929, the Wisconsin-based Carnation Milk

Company established a manufacturing facility in
Maysville and brought a few more Lutheran em
ployees to the area. The growing church needed
more room than the Pawset home provided, so
space was located in the Mason Co. Women's Club,
where weekly services were conducted. In the
same year, Gustav Reschke, a student at Concor
dia Seminary in St. Louis, Mo., was sent to Mays
ville to serve the small church of 15 people as an
intern. The vacant German Evangelical Protestant
Church on Second St. was given to Trinity, and the
first service was held there on September 29, 1929.
Trinity Lutheran Church was officially organized
in the Missouri Synod by an assembly of six mem

6, 1957, 1A.

"Minister for Forty Years." KTS, September 2, 1957,
3A.

Pawset, Ken. Telephone interview by Melinda G.
Motley, September 26, 2006.
Melinda G. Motley
TRIPLE CROWN COUNTRY CLUB. The

Triple Crown Country Club is located in Boone Co.
just west of I-75 and the Richwood exit, at 1 Triple
Crown Blvd. in Union. This country club was estab
lished in 1989, and its challenging 18-hole golf
course was ready for use in 1991. The par 72 cham
pionship course was designed by Gene Bates, a
highly respected designer who was once a golf
course architect in the Jack Nicklaus design group.
The Triple Crown Country Club is private and
has a membership of more than 350, of which 125
are social members. The general manager since the
club's inception has been Patrick Green, and its
only golf professional has been Wayne Oien. The
Triple Crown Country Club's membership in
cludes PGA Tour participant Steve Flesch, who
holds the course record of 63, and Steve Cauthen,

thoroughbred horse racing's 1978 Triple Crown
winning jockey.
Green, Patrick. Interview by Dennis Van Houten,
May 2, 2006, Villa Hills, Ky.

“Triple Crown Country Club." CE, July 20, 2003,
H1–H2.

Triple Crown Country Club. www.triplecrowngolf
club.com/ (accessed June 23, 2006).
Dennis W. Van Houten

bers on October 18, 1929, with four elected offi

TRIPLER, CHARLES STUART, GENERAL

cers, Herman Pawset, president; Francis Lindert,
vice president; Paul Hillmann, treasurer; and John
Bratz, secretary. Five members of the former Ger
man Evangelical Protestant Church joined the
Trinity congregation, and a Sunday School was also
begun.

(b. January 19, 1806, New York City; d. October 20,
1866, Cincinnati, Ohio). Gen. Charles StuartTripler,
after whom Tripler Army Medical Center in Ho
nolulu, Hawaii, is named, made many contribu
tions to military medicine. One of these, providing
standard guidelines for military inductees under
going physical exams, was conceived while Tripler
was assigned to the Newport Barracks in New

Alvin Stark, another Concordia student, was
sent to serve the small church in 1930. The con

TRUE, ARNOLD ELLSWORTH, REAR ADMIRAL

port. In 1830, after graduating from the College of
Physicians and Surgeons in New York City, he was
commissioned as an assistant surgeon in the U.S.
Army. His military career spanned six decades
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(1818–1865), from the Seminole Wars in Florida

through the Mexican War and the Civil War. In
1858, while stationed at the barracks in Newport,
he published his famous Manual of the Medical
Officer of the Army of the United States, which
became the bible for other medical officersby stan
dardizing the physical requirements of U.S. Army
recruits. It was the definitive guide on the subject
as late as the mid-1920s.Tripler also redesigned the
army's ambulance from two-wheel carts to four
wheel wagons, making for much smoother rides.
Tripler died in 1866 in Cincinnati and was buried
with full military honors in Detroit, Mich., the
hometown of his wife's family.
Donnelly, Joseph. Newport Barracks—Kentucky's
Forgotten Military Installation. Covington, Ky:
Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1999.
Pacific Regional Medical Command. "Brigadier Gen
eral Charles Stuart Tripler." www.tamcameddarmy
mil/history gentrip.htm (accessed April 5, 2007).
Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen

tennial History. Newport, Ky: Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

Michael R. Sweeney
TRUCK FARMING. Truck farming was a pop
ular profession in Northern Kentucky from the
turn of the 20th century until the 1960s. Farmers
would bring their crops to the urban areas of New
port and Covington to sell. At least as long ago as
1900, according to existing records, Northern
Kentucky farmers met to discuss crop-growing
and marketing issues in organizations such as the
Campbell Co. Farmers' Club, the Kenton Co. Veg

Kruempelmann Farm, Fort Mitchell, ca. 1970.

was much involved, thrived in this location for al

etable Growers Association, the Pickle Growers of

most 100 years.

Kenton Co., and the Tri-County Fruit Growers.
An attraction in these meetings was often an ex
tension agent from the University of Kentucky,
who would explain the latest developments in
farming, such as fertilizing and seedcare.
In the 19th century, city markets featuring
farmers' goods had been founded in major cities
like Covington, Newport, and Cincinnati. In the
1920s there were farmers' stands along Philadel
phia St. and along Scott St. in Covington, where
farmers parked their horses and buggies (in later
years their trucks) and sold their produce from the
backs of their vehicles. This impromptu market
continued on Saturday mornings for years. For
daily trade, farmers would take their farm prod

As subdivisions started popping up in sub
urbs, occasionally farmers would take their
trucks to the suburbs or peddle produce from
house to house. Newport had peddlers named
Sanzenbacker and Torline. With the completion
of I-75 in the early 1960s, customers drove to the
country to buy produce directly from farmers.

ucts to the Cincinnati Growers Market located

mer families.

Truck farmers sometimes built market sheds to

serve the customers who came to their farms. Ky.
Rt. 8 in Boone Co. remains a popular weekend
destination for many Northern Kentuckians and
Cincinnatians, who purchase fresh fruits and veg
etables from farming families such as the Mc

common for farmers to arrive at 3:00 a.m., their

torn down in the 1990s to make room for Paul

trucks loaded with the current crop. This location,
known as the Bottoms, was just west of the Suspen
sion Bridge. Commission produce houses such as

Brown Football Stadium and the reconfiguration
of Fort Washington Way. The businesses either
closed up completely at that time or moved outside
the Cincinnaticity limits. Robert Castellinimoved
his produce house to Wilder, along the Licking
River in Campbell Co.
Today truck farmers are dwindling in num
bers, although growers can find seasonal farmers'
markets in each county to sell their produce. There

Brothers, and Riley would buy large quantities of
produce from the farmers and sell it directly to
grocery stores and restaurant owners. These Ohio
based businesses, in which Northern Kentucky

"Farmers' Schools—Growing of Truck Crops to Be
Discussed before Kenton Countians," KP, March
3, 1931, 6.

"Fruit Growers Meeting in Kenton," KTS, August 2,
1957, 2A.

Kremer, Julie. Interview by Deborah Kremer, January
31, 2005, Villa Hills, Ky.

Maegley, Earl. Interview by Deborah Kremer, No.
vember 15, 2004, Villa Hills, Ky.
"Truck Growers Elect Officers," KP, March 9, 1931, 1.
Deborah Kohl Kremer

farmers included the Kruempelmann and Kre
The commission houses in Cincinnati were

Inc., DeGaro, Flatow, Fries Brothers, Gentile

since 1852.

Glassons and the Dolwicks. Kenton Co. truck

along the Ohio River in Cincinnati. It was not un

Castellini's, which was founded in 1896, Caruso

is a farmers market in Covington, for which offi
cials are actively planning a more permanent facil
ity. In nearby Cincinnati, historic Findlay Market
in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood has operated

TRUE, ARNOLD

ELLSWORTH, REAR

ADMIRAL (b. January 23, 1901, Hallam, Owen
Co., Ky; d. December 11, 1979, Santa Clara, Calif)
Naval officer Arnold Ellsworth True, theson of L.D.

and Nannie True, graduated from Owenton High
School as class valedictorian in June 1917. True had

hoped to attend law school, but his family's fi
nances could not cover the costs of tuition, so he

pursued an alternate path. He sat for a competitive
entrance exam for the U.S. Naval Academy at An
napolis, Md., and scored well. He obtained an ap
pointment to the academy as soon as he graduated
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TRUESDELL, CHARLES B.

from high school and left Kentucky for Maryland
that fall.

True graduated from the Naval Academy in
June 1920. Before World War II, he completed
two tours of duty with the Asiatic Fleet and
trained in aviation at Pensacola, Fla. He also
worked as an officer for the Shenandoah and the

Los Angeles, two zeppelins in service during the
navy's short-lived experimentation with airships.
In 1929 True completed postgraduate work at the
Naval Academy in Aerology and went on to re
ceive a MA in Meteorology from the Massachu
setts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass.,
in 1931. He then served as a meteorological officer
at sea and at the Naval Operations Base in Hamp
ton Roads, Va. He worked with the U.S. Weather

Bureau to coordinate Pacific weather reporting, a
joint project that paid dividends when the war
erupted.
In 1939 True was given command of a newly
built destroyer, the USS Hammann. Launched
from the Brooklyn Navy Yard in August, the ship

so that retired navy personnel would be guaran
teed freedom of speech on political matters.
In 1971 True was diagnosed with cancer. He
declined chemotherapy and radiation in favor of
alternative treatment involving the controversial
drug laetrile. Despite doctors' dire predictions, he
lived for seven years after his diagnosis in excellent
health, continuing to write, travel, accept speaking
engagements, and oversee the 1,000-acre cattle

Harbor in 1940 and part of 1941. In May 1941,
tic to aid in the transfer of lend-lease supplies to
Great Britain. This move saved it from almost cer

tain destruction in the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor that December.

After the Pearl Harbor attack, the Hammann

returned to the Pacific and quickly became indis
pensable, because few destroyers remained at that
time. Its crew was instrumental in rescuing survi
vors from the USS Lexington at the Battle of the
Coral Sea. On June 6, 1942, the Hammann itself

was torpedoed and sunk while assisting the USS
Yorktown, which had been disabled during the
Battle of Midway. True refused to leave the sink
ing destroyer until all his surviving crew mem
bers were off the vessel. Because of his delay in
abandoning ship, he was still nearby when depth
charges exploded, causing him serious internal in
jury. When True was finally pulled from the sea, he
was struggling to hold the heads of two enlisted
men out of the water despite his own extensive
injuries.

In December 1946, True left the navy on dis
ability retirement. His promotion to rear admiral
became effective that same month. After retire
ment he embarked on a second successful career as

a professor of meteorology at San Jose State Uni
versity at San Jose, Calif. He remained on the San
Jose State faculty for the rest of his life and eventu
ally attained the title of professor emeritus.
During the 1960s, True began to offend the
navy hierarchy, some of his former academy class
mates, and many fellow American citizens as well,
when he spoke out against the Vietnam War. He
was placed under government surveillance and
threatened with court-martial, but he stood firm to

his stated belief that U.S. policy in Vietnam ran
counter to everything he had fought for during
World War II. True's carefully researched writings
and speeches led U.S. senator J. William Fulbright,
chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Com
mittee, to achieve a change in military regulations

that made Alexandria Pk a state and federal high
way, U.S. 27. In 1932 he was an alternate delegate to

ranch he and his wife owned in California. His

the Republican National Convention in Chicago.

eventual death in 1979 was primarily attributed
to complications from his earlier injuries on the

Truesdell was very interested in improving educa

Hammann. True was cremated, and his remains

were interred with full military honors in Arling
ton National Cemetery at Arlington, Va. His nu
merous awards included the Purple Heart, the
Navy Cross, the Distinguished Service Medal, the
Victory Medal, and the Bronze Star. Hispapers are

for Education while in the Kentucky legislature. In
1920 he secured the passage of a bill raising Fort
Thomas from a sixth-class to a fourth-class city,
thereby paving the way for the city of Fort Thomas
to take the lead in education. As a result, High
lands High School remains a top-ranked school

now housed in the Hoover Institute at Stanford

in the state. An avid historian, Truesdell was a

University, Stanford, Calif

founding member of the Christopher Gist His
torical Society and the Northern Kentucky His
torical Society. He was instrumental in obtaining

Buzzanco, Robert. Masters of War: Military Dissent
and Politics in the Vietnam Era. New York: Cam

and its crew trained with the Pacific fleet at Pearl

however, the Hammann was ordered to the Atlan

Highway. Other legislation that he wrote included
a bill that dealt with the registering of nurses in
Kentucky, the original Police and Fireman Pension
Fund Act, and a bill prohibiting companies from
dumping waste into the Ohio River. Truesdell also
assisted in drafting the bill creating the Kentucky
State Highway Commission. He sponsored the bill

tion in the state, and he served on the Committee

historical markers for various historical landmarks

bridge Univ. Press, 1997.
Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky: Standard,
1976.

Shaw, Norman W. Arnold Ellsworth True: Destroyer
Captain, Maverick Admiral. Catskill, N.Y.: E and
G Press, 1980.
Deborah Diersen Crocker

TRUESDELL, CHARLES B. (b. April 26, 1890,
Fort Thomas, Ky.; d. January 3, 1966, Covington,
Ky). Charles Benjamin Truesdell, a Kentucky leg
islator, was born on his parents' farm near the Fort
Thomas Military Reservation in what at the
time was called the District of the Highlands. He
was the son of William H. and Cynthia Anna Ep
lin Truesdell. Known as "C. B." or “Truesy" to his
friends, he was from along-established and prom
inent family in the Northern Kentucky region.
Charles was educated in the Fort Thomas public
schools and afterward attended the Campbell
Commercial School in Cincinnati, where he stud

ied banking and business law. He also attended
Georgetown College in Georgetown, Ky. He be
came a lawyer and the Newport correspondent for
the Cincinnati Enquirer. He was employed with
the legal department of the Union Gas and Electric
Company in Cincinnati. Politically, Truesdell was
a Republican. He was elected a member of the Ken
tucky House of Representatives in 1919 and was
reelected in 1921 and 1923. In 1921 he was ap
pointed by Governor William J. Fields(1923–1927)
as a delegate to attend the unveiling of a Henry
Clay statue in Venezuela, celebrating the Panama
Congress Sesquicentennial; he graciously declined

throughout the state. He used his political influence
to advocate for the expansion of the new airport in
Boone Co., which is today's Cincinnati/North
ern Kentucky International Airport. Truesdell
stands as one of Northern Kentucky's most influen
tial and leading statesmen. In his later years, he
switched to membership in the Democratic Party,
because it was becoming difficult to win elected of.
fice as a Republican in Campbell Co. at the time.
His wife of 40 years, Estella Josephine Ulmer Trues
dell, died in May 1965, and Charles B. Truesdell
died the next year at William Booth Memorial
Hospital in Covington. He was laid to rest at the
Alexandria Cemetery in Alexandria.
Bodley, Temple. History of Kentucky: The Blue

Grass State. Vol. 4. Chicago: S.J. Clarke, 1928.
"Lawmaker Truesdell Dies,” KP, January 3, 1966, 1.
Southard, Mary Young, and Ernest C. Miller, eds.
Who's Who in Kentucky: A Biographical As

sembly of Notable Kentuckians. Louisville, Ky:
Standard, 1936.

Robin Caraway
TRUESDELL, HELEN (b. December 6, 1820,

Fayette Co., Ohio; d. July 23, 1911, Brodhead, Wis.).
Poet Helen Truesdell was the daughter of Judge
Wade Hampton and Mary Pancoast Loofbourrow.
She was a direct descendant of Anne Bradstreet,

who was considered to be the first Anglo-American
poet of merit in the early American colonies. At an
early age, Helen showed a remarkable talent for po
etry. She regularly contributed poems to Parlor
Magazine, the Ladies' Repository, and other peri

odicals. In 1838 she married prominent Virgin

the honor in favor of Clay's great-granddaughter.

ian Edmund Le Wright, in Fayette Co., Ohio. He

From 1924 to 1926, he served as a state senator and

drowned several months after their marriage, and
Helen poured her heartbreak into verse, compos

secured the passage of much important legislation:
the bill creating the Kentucky State Parks Com
mission, the blind pension bill, the bill that elimi
nated railroad grade crossings, the bill empower
ing county clerks to issue automobile licenses at
more than one place in a county, and the bill that
brought about the building of the Mary Ingles

ing many poems during this period. In 1839 she
married John E. Truesdell, a prestigious newspa
per editor from nearby Wilmington, Ohio. Trues
dell died in 1852. Helen was a friend of the Smalley
family of Newport; she wrote and dedicated a
poem to Mrs. Smalley. In 1853 Helen's poems were

TUBERCULOSIS

assembled and published in a book, Poems by
Mrs. Helen Truesdell. Praised for its high poetic
merit, it sold successfully. She continued to work
on another book, Tales for My Pets. In 1854 she
wrote the lyrics to "Away with the Past," a song
whose music was composed by the renowned mu
sician George Washbourne Morgan. Helen lived in
Newport in 1856 when her book of poetry was be
ing published in its fifth edition. Her literary at
tainments brought her much recognition.

grains into feed for human and livestock consump
tion. John Rodgers was working as a wheelwright
in 1870, and Ronald Henry operated a blacksmith
shop in 1880. These trades and others were short
lived, because the community was not large
enough to support full-time tradesmen. However,
there was a need for part-time tradesmen; for ex
ample, Vernon “Scratch"True was both a farmer
and a part-time blacksmith who shod horses and

In 1859 Helen married Peter Harris in Nash

The Old Cedar Baptist Church, also in south
ern Owen Co., met the hamlet's early spiritual

ville, Tenn., and they moved to Brodhead, Wis., to
be close to relatives. Helen was highly regarded as a
writer. During the Civil War, she devoted her lit.
erary energies to promoting the Union cause. Peter
Harris died in 1883, leaving her widowed a third
time. Her remaining years were spent advocating

mules between 1910 and 1950.

needs. Then in 1865 the Trues and several other

bourrow Le Wright Truesdell Harris died in 1911
at age 90, at the home of her sister in Brodhead,
and was buried at Greenwood Cemetery in Mon

families began to hold church services in the Poe
School House. In August 1872, they appealed for
help in establishing a church, and the Old Cedar
Church pastor, John Alfred Head, led a church
committee to help organize a church. By Septem
ber 1872, the Mount Vernon Baptist Church was
constituted and had adopted the Philadelphia con
fession of faith of the Baptist belief. The first pastor

roe, Wis.

was Thomas Burton, and the first church clerk was

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.
Covington, Ky. Collins, 1882.
“Death of Mrs. Helen Harris,” Green Co. (Wis.)

True replaced him in 1883. The church became a
member of the Franklin Co. Baptist Association in

for church and humanitarian causes. Helen Loof

James White True, who served until James Luther

1873. Between 1873 and 1886, the Mount Vernon

Independent-Register, July 26, 1911, 1.
“Mrs. Helen Harris,” Green Co. (Wis.) Independent
Register, August 2, 1911, 1.

Truesdell, Helen. Poems by Mrs. Helen Truesdell.
12th ed. Cincinnati: E. Morgan, 1859.

Robin Caraway
TRUESVILLE. In the mid-19th century, three
brothers, George William True, John White True,
and Silas W. True, moved from Spotsylvania, Va.,
into a sparsely settled area along Cedar Creek in
southern Owen Co. In 1850 the brothers began to
clear the land and till the soil to earn their liveli

hood. As in most of Kentucky, tobacco was the
cash crop, but corn, grains, fruit trees, and vegeta
bles were grown for personal use and barter. The
families were semi-isolated by the local topogra
phy of hills, hollows, and streams and by the tradi
tionally poor quality of the 19th-century roads.
As the population increased, a small farming
community came into existence, which came to be
known as Truesville because of the many mem
bers of the True family living there. The growing
local demand for manufactured goods spurred Si
las True to open and operate a general store. By
November 16, 1876, the federal government ap
pointed Silas as postmaster and his store served as
the post office. The Truesville post office operated
until June 30, 1951.
In the 1850s, a one-room school was built to
educate residents' children. The Poe School served

the community until 1938, when it was closed
because there were too few school-age children.
Truesville's remaining five school-age students
were transported to Peaks Mill in Franklin Co. for

church sent representatives to the annual meetings
of the association. During this period a church was
built on a ridge near the Owen-Franklin Co. line.
After a fire in about 1935 destroyed the church and
its records, the meetinghouse was rebuilt in 1936.
From 1936 to the present, the church and the ad
joining cemetery continue to serve the area. The
Mount Vernon Baptist Church was the only church
organized in Truesville's history.
The growing adult population of the commu
nity could not be supported by agribusiness, and
no other large business existed to employ the ex
panding workforce. Thus, Truesville's population
began to decline after 1910. High-paying jobs in
Ohio and Indiana drew many residents away. As
phalt roads, affordable automotive transporta
tion, out-migration, declining farm prices, and
other social and economic issues led to Trues

ville's demise. Today, only a few farm families live
there.

Murphy, Margaret Alice, and Lela Maude Hawkins.
The History of Historic Old Cedar Baptist
Church and Community, 1816–2004. Frankfort,
Ky: Lynn, 2004.

Margaret A. Murphy
TUBERCULOSIS. This disease, commonly
known as TB, was a public health problem in early
Northern Kentucky especially for persons who
lived in protected settlements or one-room homes,
where family members were easily exposed to one
another's cough. Tuberculosis has, in fact, plagued
humankind for all of recorded time. Some ancient

Egyptian mummies have shown evidence of tuber
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TB almost always invades the body through the
lungs, in the form of infectious balls called granulo
mas. These can progress to destroy surrounding
lung tissue and cause cavities. From there, the infec
tion can spread in the bloodstream to many other
organs, including the bones and the brain. The lung

disease results in a chronic cough, which constitutes
a public health nightmare, since the airborne drop
lets contain TB and can easily be inhaled by others
within close range. Thus the disease spreads.
Once considered a leading cause of death, TB
became an important public health issue as cities
grew in population and density. The tuberculosis
organism cannot live outside the body for long; in
order for it to spread, the cough droplets must be
inhaled into other lungs before they become dry.
The infectious etiology was not understood until
the 1800s. The disease had many names; one was
"consumption.” Probably not everyone diagnosed
with this malady actually had TB. The nonspecific
manifestations were usually chronic fatigue and
weight loss, accompanied by a cough. TB often
caused a bloody cough and a fever, along with night
SWeatS.

As Northern Kentucky became urbanized, TB
grew into a constant public health issue. Soldiers or
workers were vulnerable in long-term camps and
in close-quarter hospitals. No age group was safe.
Children often contracted the illness from staying
close to their parents or from sleeping in the same
room as an infected parent. It was not until the
1850s that isolation of patients in sanatoriums
was first proposed, and the first U.S. sanatorium
opened in the 1880s. In Northern Kentucky, pa
tients were isolated only by the command of their
doctors, often in their homes. Strict bed rest was

enforced, not only to prevent the organism from
spreading but also to limit deep breathing and thus
prevent the bacterium from obtaining oxygen.
Physicians performed surgery to collapse the lung
so that the TB would be contained, buying time for
the immune system to fight the bacterium while it
was starved for oxygen.
The public health efforts to eradicate TB in
Northern Kentucky were originally aimed at
community education, spearheaded by the Anti
Tuberculosis League, which was founded by the
efforts of Dr. Robert Carlton in the early 1900s.
That organization opened a free chest X-ray/TB
screening clinic in 1933. In spite of a crusade start
ing in 1916, Northern Kentucky's original isolation
structure was not opened until 1937. This sanato
rium was located in Fort Wright, in the facility for
merly known as the "pest house." Various diseases
were isolated there, and it was commonly thought
that when a patient went into the pest house, he or
she would never come out. In 1945 Kentucky was
experiencing the third-highest death rate from
tuberculosis in the nation.
The era of the modern tuberculosis sanato

their education.

culosis infection. There are several forms of TB,

rium was ushered in by Dr. Charles J. Farrell (1901–
1977), a TB specialist who staffed an X-ray TB clinic

Over time, several trades sprang up in the com
munity. Andrew "Andy" Hodson owned and op
erated a gristmill on Cedar Creek from 1871 until
his death in 1901. He ground corn into meal and

but the public health nemesis is Mycobacterium
tuberculosis, a bacterium that grows slowly. It also
lingers in a dormant fashion, able to awaken when
the body's defenses are down.

in Covington. Farrell was a graduate of St. Xavier
High School in Cincinnati, and he received his
MD from the University of Cincinnati in 1929. He

in his medical office, at 10th St. and Madison Ave.
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relentlessly lobbied for the 1947 county levy that
funded the Covington-Kenton Co. TB Sanato
rium, at the site of the pest house off Kyles Ln. in
Fort Wright. Previously, there had been talk of the
state's building one of six proposed tuberculosis

hospitals in Northern Kentucky, but the nearest fa
cility was awarded to the Paris, Ky., area. The Kyles

Ln facility provided state-of-the-art isolation and
on-site laboratory procedures, surgical treatment,
and nursing care. Patients would often stay for
months until their TB was dormant or cured. The

new $600,000 four-level brick hospital received its
first 17 patients on April 15, 1951, with Farrell as
superintendent. The patients were residents of the
old pest house at that site. The new hospital was a
project of architect Howard McClorey.
In the middle of the 20th century, effective

drug treatment emerged for TB. Active cases re
quired multiple drugs to eradicate the organism
and prevent the emergence of resistant strains. The
long-term infectious threat diminished, the need
for TB sanatoriums vanished, and the Covington
Kenton Co. TB hospital closed in 1979, two years
following the death of Farrell. He had retired in
1976. The former TB facility is now a psychiatric
hospital operated by North Key. The access road,
formerly Sanitarium Dr., has been renamed Farrell

Opening day at the new Latonia Racecourse, Florence, August 27, 1959. Governor "Happy"
Chandler is second from the left.

Dr. after the sanatorium's founder.

TB remains a public health issue, but not on
the scale of a century ago. The AIDS epidemic has

caused a reemergence of several types of TB. All
health care workers and others exposed to an ac
tive case of TB receive a skin test to see whether

they have been infected, and if the test is positive,
they are treated or monitored to avoid the emer
gence of active disease.
Bell, Mary Kathryn. "History of Tuberculosis, Called
T.B. in Northern Ky., Kenton Co. Public Library,
Covington, Ky.
"The Case for Saving Our TB Hospital." KP January
14, 1966, 8K.

tucky. Carroll, who had grown up outside Aurora,
Ind., had founded a realty company in 1972, a firm
that became the most successful developer ofcom
mercial properties in Nashville, Tenn. Carroll
bought 363 acres in Florence during the 1980s that
he intended to develop for commercial uses. The
proximity of these properties to the Latonia Race
course, coupled with Carroll's interest in horse
racing, led him to form a partnership with Thorn
ton to purchase Latonia from its owners, the Dela
ware North Corporation. Once the sale had been
completed, it was agreed that Delaware North
would operate the track through the Spring Meet
of 1986, after which it would be turned over to the

"Dr. Farrell, Retired Founder of TB Hospital, Dies at
76." KP June 8, 1977, 1.

"New Hospital to BeErected for $600,000," KPMarch
26, 1949, 1.

"State Is Third in Tuberculosis Deaths in U.S." KP.
November 19, 1945, 1.

"State to Put Hospital on Site at Paris," KP February
16, 1945, 1.

"TB Hospital Here Wins State Praise." KPNovember
31, 1955, 1.

James Farrell

TURFWAY PARK RACECOURSE. From fall

1959 until spring 1986, the horse-racing track in
Northern Kentucky located in Florence was named
Latonia. It was the second racecourse in Northern

Kentucky known as the Latonia Racecourse (the
first, which was open from 1883 to 1939, was in
Covington). The Florence track properties were
sold on April 9, 1986, to Jerry Carroll and James
Thornton and renamed Turfway Park. Thornton
was a successful Central Kentucky businessman
involved in several enterprises, the foremost
being Thornton Oil, a chain of filling stations—
convenience stores scattered throughout Ken

new owners and become Turfway Park. In the time
between the track's spring and fall meets, the new
owners spent $2 million on improvements. Turf.
way ran its first race on September 3, 1986, the Fall
Meet's opening day. It soon became clear, however,
that Thornton and Carroll had opposing views on
how to operate the business. Carroll, who had a
largerstake in Turfway's success because it wastied
to his plans to develop commercial properties
nearby, put together a new partnership in August
1987 and he and his partners purchasedall of Turf.
way for $18.2 million. This left Carroll, now the
majority interest holder, in charge.
Carroll moved quickly to convert Turfway
Park into a modern-day state-of-the-art racing
facility. One of his first moves was to hire a capa
ble local banker, Mark Simendinger, as the track's
chief financial officer. Carroll could then focus on

shedding his track's image of being an outmoded
small-time race plant. Earlier, he had converted
the track's biggest race, the Jim Beam Stakes,
from a Grade III $350,000 race into a Grade II

$500,000 event. In 1993, when the purse was
raised to $600,000, the Jim Beam Stakes was on

its way to becoming momentarily the top-money
prep race leading up to the Kentucky Derby. Also
by 1993 Carroll had wrested control of the Spring
Spiral Festival, which was tied to the race, from a
local committee and had begun to stamp his own
mark on the festivities associated with the race.

There followed a remarkable run during the 1990s
that saw Jim Beam champions win each of the
Triple Crown races (Summer Squall, the 1990
Preakness; Hansel, the 1991 Preakness and Bel

mont; Lil E. Tee, the 1992 Kentucky Derby; and
Prairie Bayou, the 1993 Preakness). In addition,
three Beam Champions (Summer Squall, 1990;
Prairie Bayou, 1993; and filly-champ Serena's
Song, 1995) won Champion Horse Eclipse awards.
In 1998 the Jim Beam Distillers dropped spon
sorship of the Turfway race, a new one-year spon
sor signed up for 1999, and the race became the
Gallery Furniture.com Stakes. For the next two
years, the race had no outside sponsor and was
run as the Turfway Spiral Stakes in 2000 and 2001
and the Spiral/Lane's End Stakes in 2002. Stabil
ity returned to Turfway's top race in 2003 when
Lane's End Farm of Versailles, Ky., became the
full sponsor of what has become the Lane's End
Stakes. The success story of Turfway's top race
had an impact industry-wide as older Derby-prep
races like the prestigious Bluegrass Stakes (now
the Toyota Bluegrass Stakes) at Keeneland Race
course in Lexington, and even the Kentucky
Derby in Louisville, found corporate sponsors
and competitively raised their purses.
Under Carroll, Turfway made a markthrough
out the industry when on December 28, 1994, the
Race Book, a first of its kind (and soon copied) si
mulcasting wagering operation, was opened. Si
mulcasting and betting on races from as far away
as Australia is now a common way for racetracks

TURNER RID GE BAPTIST CHURCH

and other betting venues to increase revenues. The
success of Turfway's Race Book and the rise of its
top race came under the stress of nationwide com
petition by the year 1999, and Carroll sold the track
on January 15, 1999, to a partnership made up of
the Keeneland Association, Dreamport (a division
of the GTECH Corporation), and Harrah's Enter
tainment. Together with a new group of investors,
Carroll built the Kentucky Speedway LLC near

Sparta, an ultramodern auto- and truck-racing
facility designed to attract a NASCAR Racing

of gaming legislation in Kentucky would most cer
tainly lead to similar developmental capital expen

ditures by Harrah's at Turfway Park. Finally, in re
cent years Turfway has become a proving ground
for several talented young riders: female jockey
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Cincinnati's Music Hall during its first year and
from Memorial Auditorium in Dayton, Ohio, its
second year. The show then moved to its perma

nent home in a large barn at Renfro Valley, Ky.

Chris Prather, Rafael Bejarano, and Julian Lep

Also in 1948, Turner joined the cast of WLW's
Midwestern Hayride, which was a popular local

aroux have set meet records for wins. However,

show during the late 1940s and early 1950s. He

these achievements have been tempered by a

and his brother Lige becamelocal television celeb
rities, singing and playing country music while
performing comedy routines. Red also made some
country gospel recordings at King Records in
Cincinnati, with Grandpa Jones and the Delmore
Brothers, as part of the group Brown's Ferry Four
Turner was later inducted into the Renfro Valley
Hall of Fame, and his favorite guitar was placed on
permanent display there. After retiring from show
business, Turner became an evangelist. He spoke

career-ending injury to Prather and Michael Row

land's death on February 9, 2004, from injuries
sustained while riding at Turfway.

Circuit event. In 2006 GTECH sold its interest

Claypool, James C. The Tradition Continues: The
Story of Old Latonia, Latonia, and Turfway

in Turfway Park to the other two investors. Al
though the Lane's End Stakes draws crowds ex
ceeding 20,000 and is televised on ESPN, since the
new owners took over, Turfway has struggled to
make a profit and to keep and expand its fan base.
Mindful of the need to attract new people to the
track who might become fans, Turfway has made
its facilities available to local groups for special
events and meetings. The track has also tried sev
eral special promotions, including live-music per
formances, radio-sponsored promotions, and giv
ing away such things as track calendars, hats, and
souvenir drinking glasses. The most successful
promotion, and one that has been expanding ex
ponentially, is to cater to younger patrons on Fri

day nights by offering them a gathering place on

forward). He received several college offers in both

one of the track's upper floors where they can listen

sports. Upon graduation the six-foot-five Turner

to bands, participate in contests and games, pur
chase dollar beers and hot dogs, and make afford

chose the University of Louisville, where he played

September 7, 1995, 14A.
“Rev. Turner," KTS, July 20, 1956, 2A.

from 1958 to 1961 under coach Peck Hickman. In

Turner, James Franklin, son of Red Turner. Interview

able bets on races, including the popular new 10
cent superfecta wager, which involves picking the

his senior year at the University of Louisville, he

horses to finish in exact one-two-three-four order.

play for the Chicago Packers in the National Bas
ketball Association after college. Following his pro
fessional basketball career, he played for a basket.
ball team sponsored by baseball's Cincinnati Reds,
while working locally for Frisch's restaurants and
the Alco Door Company. He is a member of the
Northern Kentucky Sports Hall of Fame and the
University of Louisville's Athletic Hall of Fame.
Turner is retired and lives in Newport.

by Jack Wessling, May 5, 2006, Cold Spring, Ky.
Wolfe, Charles K. Classic Country: Legends of
Country Music. New York, NY: Routledge, 2001.

Another successful promotion at Turfway is called
Fast Track. Bettors present a personalized num
bered plastic card whenever they bet and build up
point credits that can be cashed in for such things
as free programs, food, souvenirs, or even wager
ing vouchers. These cards also allow the track to
contact bettors who have failed to cash winning
tickets, which are sometimes lost or overlooked,

Racecourses. Fort Mitchell, Ky., T.I. Hayes, 1997.

James C. Claypool
TURNER, JOHN W. (b. June 5, 1939, Houston,

at numerous churches in the Greater Cincinnati

Breathitt Co., Ky.) Basketball-player John W.
Turner is the son of John W. Langley and Ellen
McIntosh Turner. In 1943 the Turner family moved
to Northern Kentucky and John grew up in the
West End of Newport, attending Newport public
schools. He became one of the greatest athletes ever
to graduate from Newport High School (1957).

area and founded the Covington Baptist Temple,
at 1813 Holman St. in Covington, where he served
as pastor for 17 years. He was an avid golfer, often
playing with fellow preachers. He spent his later
years as a member of the Northern Kentucky Bap

While there, John earned All-State honors in both
football (as an end) and basketball (as a center and a

ington, and was buried in the Forest Lawn Ceme
tery in Erlanger.

received All-American honors. Turner went on to

Louisville. http://uoflsports.cstv.com/ (accessed April

tention, interest, and publicity. Recently Turfway

“Newport's Turner Chosen All-State,” KTS, March

became the first track in North America to convert

its racing surface to Polytrack, a synthetic material
that allows racing to be conducted even in extreme
weather. Other North American tracks, including
parent-owner Keeneland, have followed Turfway's
lead and converted to Polytrack racing surfaces.
Several states now allow racetracks to have slot ma

chines, video poker, and live poker games on their
premises. Tracks in these states have therefore be
come entertainment destinations featuring hotels,
live performances, restaurants, and shopping.
Currently, such gaming is prohibited at Kentucky
racetracks, but since Harrah Entertainment is a

half owner at Turfway, and since the track is lo
cated in populous Greater Cincinnati, the passage

in the Garrard Street Convalescent Home, Cov

“Red Turner, TV Musician, Founded Church,” KP,

and issue cash vouchers to replace the tickets; this
unique service at Turfway has drawn national at
has completed a multimillion-dollar facilities
makeover that features such things as a totally re
vamped paddock and saddling area, a new gift
shop, and modernized track food facilities. And
true to its traditions, the track once again was on
the industry's cutting edge when in 2005 Turfway

tist Church in Lakeside Park. Turner died at age 79

TURNER

RIDGE

BAPTIST CHURCH.

Delegates from several different area churches
met to establish the Turner Ridge Baptist Church
of Christ in the Pendleton Co. community of
Turner Ridge on December 11, 1875. Many peo
ple in the community were members of churches
located as far away as 10 miles, and they wanted
to have a local church in order to avoid traveling
under the difficult conditions of the time. Surviv

5, 2007).
26, 1956, 3A.

Schmidt, Neil. “Kentucky Sports—Turner Honored,"
KE, January 26, 1957, C6.
Michael R. Sweeney

ing minutes indicate the charter members as Sam

uel E., Annie Elizabeth, and Missouri DeCoursey
from the Short Creek Baptist Church (see Short
Creek/Goforth). During the first year there were
23 people added to the church roll. The church
met for its first 18 years at the old Turner Ridge

TURNER, ULYS R. “RED” (b. March 17, 1916,

School House that once stood at the site of the

Middlesboro, Ky.; d. September 6, 1995, Coving
ton, Ky.) Red Turner, a country music performer
and a Baptist minister, was the son of James

present Turner Ridge Cemetery. In the early years,
meetings were held once a month on Saturday
morning and evening and Sunday morning. Sub
sequently, the church has occupied three separate
buildings.
The first building was a small frame church
built in 1893, located on a tract of land previously
owned by Abraham Turner. A portion of the pres
ent cemetery occupies this site today. During this
time, the Sunday School was under the direction of
James Mockabee. By about 1899 the church min
utes started using the name Turner Ridge Baptist
Church. There was no church cemetery in those
early days; people were buried on farms in family
plots. In 1894 the church obtained a tractofland for

Franklin and Sofa Jane Rose Turner of Bell Co.,

Ky. Friends said that Turner seemed to be born
with musical talent, and he always dreamed of be
coming a professional musician. He mastered the
banjo, the fiddle, the piano, and the rhythm gui
tar, in spite of never having taken a music lesson.
Turner married Emma Munday on August 25,
1936, and they had two children. He began his
musical career singing over Cincinnati radio sta
tion WLW, shortly after World War II. In 1948
he began performing with the Renfro Valley
Barn Dance show, which aired on WLW from
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acemetery from a man named Sargent, and some of

to Twelve Mile, where the New Richmond, Ohio,

the church's first members were buried there.

ferry docked at Oneonta, Ky. The Dayton and Four
Mile Road Company turnpike connected Dayton,

In 1913 Elisa Sharp entered into a contract to

build the second new building for the church. The
1893 church building was rolled to the back of the
lot, to be used while the new church was being
built. After the new church was completed, the old
one was sold to Bob Adams, who used the lumber
and the windows of the church to build two of the
downstairs rooms in a house located on Turner

Ridge Rd. The house remains today on the prop
erty of Ruth Miller.
In 1925 the old pulpit stand was replaced by
one donated by the Falmouth Lutheran Church,
which had dissolved its membership. The third
Turner Ridge Baptist Church building was built in
1950 on a five-acre tract about a quarter mile from
the cemetery, at the corner of Ky. Rt. 22 and Fooks
Rd. The property was purchased from the heirs of
William Fookes.

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. ſca.
1994].
Mildred Belew

TURNPIKES, CAMPBELL CO. During the
19th century, the Kentucky legislature chartered
private companies to build turnpikes linking the
farm communities of the rural southern two-thirds

of Campbell Co. with Newport and its surrounding
population centers in the north part of the county.
The turnpikes opened markets for farm products
and provided access to government offices at both of
the county's seats, Newport and Alexandria. Thus,
most roads outside the cities became privately
owned. Ideally, the turnpikes would have had a
right-of-way 60 feet wide, a macadamized roadway
(that is, paved with stones and covered with crushed
stone for a smooth surface) about 15 feet wide, and

drainage ditches on each side. In reality, the turn
pikes were often unpaved dirt, which became a
quagmire in wet weather, and so narrow that it was
difficult for two wagons to pass each other. Turn
pike owners could charge tolls for the use of their
roads, but the state legislature regulated the toll
amounts. Generally, a tollhouse and tollgate could
be erected every five miles. An extra tollgate could
be added at a bridge whose construction and upkeep
were more expensive. Because the turnpike con
struction business was at times a perilous economic
venture, many of the chartered roads were never
built. Successor companies were chartered, and
many turnpikes bore several names through the

ervoir Rd.) and E. 10th St. in Newport, through the
Highlands, to intersect with the Jamestown Pike
where Grand now meets S. Fort Thomas Ave. One

Ky., with the Twelve Mile Turnpike, where the latter

of the purposes of this road was to give the newly

left the river and turned west to reach the High
lands. Completing the eastern border was the New
port and Dayton Turnpike Road Company's gravel
turnpike and its bridge over Taylor's Creek, con
necting Newport and Dayton.
On the western border along the Licking River,
the Newport, Licking, and Alexandria Turnpike
Company eventually linked Finchtown (just north

established Fort Thomas Military Reservation
in the Highlands direct and quick access to New
port. It also opened the Highlands to development,
as the incorporators of the turnpike owned much
of the land through which the road ran. The Grand
Avenue Turnpike was meant to be an extension of
the Cote Brilliante and Ingalls Park (Park, Chesa
peake, and Ohio Aves.) developments adjacent to
Newport. A 100-foot-wide right-of-way was desig
nated for the turnpike in the Highlands, still evi
dent today where homes in Fort Thomas sit far back
from the street, namely on Grand Ave; through
Newport the right-of-way was just 60 feet wide.
By the late 19th century, farmers were demand
ing free access to the population centers, and as au
tomobile use began and increased, drivers called for

of Wilder) with Alexandria, a distance of 12 miles.

Several turnpikes were chartered to join southern
Campbell Co.'s rural communities with Alexan
dria. The Alexandria and Persimmon Grove Turn

pike covered the 5 miles between those two towns
in 1865–1866; the Alexandria and Flagg Spring
Turnpike, 11 miles, was completed in 1884, the Al
exandria and Melbourne Turnpike in 1891; and
the Old State Road and the Ripple Creek Turnpike
as well as the Alexandria and Licking Turnpike
joined Alexandria with separate points on the Rip
ple Creek Turnpike.
Smaller turnpikes connected communities in
southern Campbell Co.; the California, Gubser
Mill, and Old State Road Turnpike; the California
and Twelve Mile Turnpike; the Grants Lick and
Old State Road Turnpike, the Grants Lick Turn
pike, and the Claryville, Grants Lick, and Butler
Turnpike from Claryville to Alexandria, with con
nections to the Old State Road Turnpike and to
Braysville on the Grant's Lick Turnpike. Two turn
pikes, the Twelve Mile and Persimmon Grove and
the Belmont and Flagg Springs, ran from the Ohio
River inland. Several planned turnpikes, such as
the Campbell and Pendleton County, the Alexan
dria and Pendleton County, and the Alexandria
and Tibbatts Cross Roads, were never completed.
The population centers in the middle of the
county were also connected. For example, the Four
Mile Turnpike (later the Four and Twelve Mile
Turnpike) covered the 8 miles from the Twelve
Mile Turnpike at Brent to the Alexandria and Flagg
Spring Turnpike at Brush Creek near Carthage.
Cold Spring and Claryville were joined by the Rip
ple Creek Turnpike,
Connector turnpikes were also prevalent in
the northern end of Campbell Co. The Jamestown
(Dayton) Pike, chartered on March 1, 1854, ran 5.25
miles from that town through the Highlands to
meet the Campbell Turnpike where the Samuel
Woodfill School now stands. The Covert Run Turn

elimination of the tollgates. Judge Albert Seaton
Berry vowed to make the roads free; the Newport
Business Men's Club also backed the free road move

ment. In response, the Kentucky legislature eventu
ally authorized counties to purchase the turnpikes
and eliminate the tolls, but county budgets often
prevented doing so. Reactions ranged from fund
raising drives to help the county buy the toll roads
to destruction of tollgates by masked men and
threats against tollgate keepers. By 1916 there were
only 60 miles of road on which tolls were still being
collected in Campbell Co. Many of the turnpike
companies had previously lost their charters for fail
ureto maintain the roads, and the roads themselves

were forfeited. Other turnpike owners merely aban
doned their roads to the county. The remaining 60
miles were appraised, and on August 16, 1916, four
turnpikes were purchased by the county for their
estimated values. Licking Turnpike plus Ripple
Creek Turnpike, $17,000; Old State Road Turnpike,
$7,750, and Twelve Mile Turnpike, $19,300. Some
turnpike owners held out and received higher sale
prices. For example, Four and Twelve Mile Turnpike
brought $14,000, and Grants Lick Turnpike, $5,000;
both were purchased in August 1919. When a group
named the Campbell County Good Roads Associa
tion was formed on December 16, 1921, additional

pressure was applied to free the last turnpikes. June
7, 1922, saw the county's purchase of the Campbell
Turnpike for $80,000 and the Grand Avenue Turn
pike for $10,000. Finally, on December 18, 1923, the
Covert Run Turnpike, the last toll road in the
county, was purchased for $2,500, only $900 more

years.

pike, 1.5 miles long, began at a tollhouse gate at Tay

than the 1916 estimated value. Thus ended the 100

The Campbell Turnpike Road Company was
chartered on February 17, 1846, to build a 12-mile
turnpike from Newport to Alexandria to replace

lor Ave. in Bellevue and terminated at the James

year turnpike era in Campbell Co. In contrast to
other sections of the commonwealth of Kentucky,
Northern Kentucky received no modern state-built
turnpike toll roads during the mid-20th-century
years of interstate road building.

that section of the old state road authorized in 1818

to run from Newport to Cynthiana in Harrison
Co. and extended to Winchester in Clark Co. in

1837. The Campbell Turnpike (now U.S. 27) be
came the backbone of the county's road grid.
Along the Ohio River border on the east side of
the county, the Twelve Mile Turnpike, chartered
on March 1, 1854, traversed 12 miles from the

CampbellTurnpikein the Highlands(Fort Thomas)

town Pike (today’s N. Fort Thomas Ave.). Access to
Newport from the Bellevue end of the pike was by a
pontoon bridge over Duck Creek to Sixth St., or
over Taylor Ave, to today's Cowens Dr. (previously
Riverside Dr.). The Campbell Turnpike, at the cur
rent St. Therese Catholic Church in Southgate,
was connected to the Jamestown Pike in the High
land's central business district by the Highland
Turnpike in 1878. Finally, in 1888, the legislature
chartered Samuel Bigstaff's Grand Avenue Turn
pike to run from Waterworks Rd. (previously Res

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Counties,
Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,
Ky: Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
Reis, Jim. "Down with the Toll Gates!" KP, July 13,
1998, 4K.

TWIN WALLEY

. Pieces of the Past. Vol. 2. Covington: Ken
Truesdell, C. B. “Early Turnpikes Which Led to and
from the Newport-Covington Area,” Papers of the

The Wilmer/Willison partnership was dis
solved on May 20, 1881, and Wilmer became sole
operator of the turnpike. Throughout the existence
of the Twelve Mile Turnpike, the company and its

Christopher Gist Historical Society 4 (1952–

leaseholders were involved in numerous suits over

tucky Post, 1991.

-
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its early years, this was the site of major golf tour
naments. The flood of 1937 wreaked havoc on

danger the integrity of the turnpike's bridge at that

the course and the clubhouse, making major reno
vation necessary before the opening of the 1938
golf season. In 1956 there was an unsuccessful at
tempt by a business group to buy Twin Oaks and
build a horse-racing track on the site.
Today the well-designed and attractive club
house provides an excellent place for area busi
nessmen to entertain clients, have parties, or just

TWELVE MILE TURNPIKE. On March 1,

location. In addition, residents along the turnpike

relax with family and friends. Reasonable usage

1854, the Kentucky legislature passed "An Act to
Incorporate the Twelve Mile Turnpike Co.," autho
rizing the company to build a toll road from the

often complained of road conditions and the "high”

rates were set, so that people of modest means
could enjoy the facility. Rates for young people
were set exceptionally low, to encourage them to
become members. The country club continues

1953): 23–38.
Venable, Robert Michael. Will and Gus. Fort Thomas,

Ky: Privately published, 2002.
Robert Michael Venable

mouth of Twelve Mile Creek at the Ohio River in

eastern Campbell Co. to Metcalfe's Hotel on the
Campbell Turnpike, a distance of about 12 miles.
The main purpose for the turnpike was to enable
farmers to visit the rural county seat of Alexan
dria, as well as to transport their crops to urban
centers in the county, including the urban county
seat of Newport. Using modern-day names, the
turnpike began at Oneonta, on Ky. Rt.8, the Mary
Ingles Highway, where the New Richmond, Ohio,
ferry docked. The road ran west to where I-275 cur
rently crosses the Ohio River to California, Ohio
(Coney Island). There it snaked up the hill to Fort
Thomas, Ky., then known as The Highlands. Cross
ing S. Fort Thomas Ave., the turnpike dropped
down a hill to intersect with the Campbell Turn
pike at the place where Grandview Ave. now meets
Alexandria Pk.

The original directors of the road-building cor
poration were J. W. Albert, George B. Hodge,
William Clark. F. Dickey, H. T. Harris, George W.
Jones, Thomas L. Jones, John Thomas, and George
Ward. The company leased the Twelve Mile Turn
pike to others to pave and manage. The building of
the road did not begin until about 1858, and prog
ress was extremely slow. It was going to be both dif.
ficult and expensive to bridge the Four Mile Creek
at Brent, so the state legislature, on January 22,
1867, amended the corporate charter to make the

bridge a toll bridge. Tolls paid for crossing the
bridge were to be in addition to the tolls for use of
the turnpike itself. It was not until April 27, 1867,
that completion of the Twelve Mile Turnpike was
actually assured. On that date the company con
tracted with partners William Wilmer and Corne
lius Willison of Brent to finish construction of the

road, to build a new bridge over Four Mile Creek,
and to maintain and operate the turnpike. In re
turn, Wilmer and Willison became major stock
holders in the company and were entitled to all
tolls for the term of the contract. Wilmer, age 41,
was a farmer who had immigrated in 1848 from
Prussia. He became the actual manager of the turn
pike. The road and the new Four Mile Creek Bridge
were completed in a timely fashion, with the road
shortened by two miles and ending at Ten Mile
Creek instead of Twelve Mile Creek. The roadbed

was macadamized, that is, covered with compressed
crushed stone. Tollhouses and gates were located
at the intersection of present-day River Rd. and S.
Fort Thomas Ave., at the Four Mile Creek Bridge,
and at the five-mile mark within Melbourne.

rights-of-way, mortgage debt, and disputes with
railroads—notably one suit against the Maysville
& Big Sandy Railroad Company for diverting the
waters of Four Mile Creek in such a way as to en

tolls, which were actually set by the state legisla

ture. Moreover, the Four Mile Creek Bridge was
subject to periodic flooding and had to be repaired
or replaced several times. Nevertheless, it appears
that William Wilmer's 28 years of operating the
Twelve Mile Turnpike were a financial success for
him and provided a quality roadway for his cus

today, owned by the Swingos family, who in re

tomers until his death on March 18, 1895. In the

the grounds have been known to host other events
over the years, such as an occasional circus.

ensuing years, the turnpike fell into disrepair, and

cent years built a new clubhouse to replace the
old, higher in the floodplain; the clubhouse is of

ten rented for parties and social gatherings, and

residents and automobile enthusiasts called for the

"18-Hole Golf Course Open," KP, October 31, 1923, 1.
elimination of the tollgates. That did not occur
until the county purchased the road for $19,300 on
August 22, 1916. Collection of tolls ended on Sep
tember 16, 1916. By March 1925, the Ky. Rt.8 sec
tion of the turnpike had been rebuilt by the state
and was later dedicated as the Mary Ingles
Highway.
Original corporate records of the Twelve Mile Turn
pike Company, archival collection of Robert Mi
chael Venable, Fort Thomas, Ky.
Papers and correspondence of Wilhelm (a.k.a. Wil
liam) Wilmer, archival collection of Robert Mi

chael Venable, Fort Thomas, Ky.
Venable, Robert Michael, Will and Gus. Fort Thomas,

Ky: Privately published, 2002.
Robert Michael Venable

TWIN OAKS GOLF COURSE. This champi
onship golf course owes its existence to the cre
ative vision of a group of prominent local busi
nessmen led by Harvey Myers Jr. It was designed
by Arthur G. Lockwood, one of the most promi
nent golf course architects in the United States.
The course began as a 140-acre site, 6,600 yards in
length; it extends almost a mile along the Licking
River in the Rosedale section of Covington, at
43rd St. and Michigan Ave. Numerous old oak and
elm trees grow on the beautiful property, which
offers an unobstructed view of the river. A non

profit corporation was established for adminis
tering the course, and about 65 charter members
purchased stock. The initial list included Ste
phens Blakely, William Chatfield, Richard

“Race Track Plea is Made for Twin Oaks,” KP, March
22, 1956, l.

“Twin Oaks Being Restored for 1938 Golf Season,"
KP 14,
“Twin Oaks to Be Name of New 18-Hole Golf
Course,” KP, December 5, 1922, 1.

TWINVALLEY. Located in Owen Co., this valley
hugs the Kentucky River near the Carroll Co.com
munity of Worthville. Included in this basin are
the communities of Ball's Landing, Carter's Land
ing, Cull, Danish, Moxley, and Webster Springs.
Settlers arrived, established homes, and began to
farm, operate stores, and run freight-wagon routes.
Soon, the neighborhoods the settlers established
grew and developed into these communities.
Ball's Landing had a general store, a pharmacy,
a grocery, and a saloon. At one time, this town had
three doctors. Attie Lusby, Avery Adams, and J. W.
Gully.
Carter's Landing, on the north side of Twin
Creek, consisted of a store owned by William
Carter. Up the creek were the farms of Bill Abbott,
John Doan, J. W. Tomlinson, and “Aunt Mary
Woods,” who also ran a small grocery store in her
home. West of the Doan farm was the John Doan
Lead Mine. To the east was the home of John Bar

nett, who was famous for growing fine sweet po
tato plants; folks from miles around came for the
plants.
Farther up the creek was the Webster farm

(Webster Springs), noted for its mineral water.
The neighboring farm belonged to Benjamin J.
Roberts.

Pretlow Ernst, James T. Hatfield, Polk Laf

Cull was named for David Cull, who owned

foon, John M. Lassing, John Menzies, Clifford
Shinkle, and L. B. Wilson. The stated goal of the
organization was "to establish and maintain a golf
course and other outdoor sports and recreation
facilities, including tennis, boating, swimming
and fishing." Construction began in 1922 and was
completed in about two years. When finished,
Twin Oaks was only the third 18-hole golf course
in Kentucky, the first two being in Louisville. In

and operated the community's general store, Sam
Crawford operated its blacksmith shop. Since Cull
was an inland community, dry goods and grocer
ies were shipped by boat to Moxley and hauled to
Cullby freight wagons.
In about 1901 or 1902, Harvey B. Ogden and
his wife, Mary Ellen, built a small store across the
road from the Roberts's farm. This was the begin
ning of the community of Danish. On September
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2, 1908, a letter signed by the residents of this area

erts Mill was located across the road from B. Rob

was sent to the Fourth Assistant Postmaster Gen

erts's farm. This was a water-powered mill that
served the community for many years; the Roberts
family also ran the local general store. Next to the
Roberts farm was a lead mine owned by a Cincin
nati firm. Ore from the mine was put in small sacks
and hauled by a wagon about five miles to Moxley,
where it was shipped away on boats. Farther down
the road were the White Chapel School and the Sa
lem Baptist Church (still in operation).

eral, Washington, D.C., requesting that a post of.
fice be established at Danish and that Mary Ogden
be appointed postmaster. The request was made
because the Rural Route 2 mail from Sanders had

been discontinued, leaving the community of
Danish without mail deliveries. The request was
approved, and the Ogden family operated the post
office until just before World War I. The Old Rob

Moxley was settled by the family of Ed and
Edith Miller. There were nine family residences, a
general store, and two saloons there. Wilson Ball
operated the store, Harry Riggs owned one of the
saloons, and “Ole Dad" Stout ran the other. About

1902 the Moxley Baptist Church was erected by

Ben Spaulding.
Vertical files, Owen Co. Public Library, Owenton, Ky.
Doris Riley

Carroll Co.

–In August 1843, Adam Crosswhite and his wife
and children escaped from Francis Giltner in
Hunter's Bottom, Ky., andmadetheirwaythrough

—1838–1861, Hunter's Bottom, Ky., to Eagle Hol.
low, Ind; key persons: John Carr, Adam Cross
white, Richard Daly, Chapman Harris, Ike

—About 1845, 17 enslaved men and women, val
ued at more than $20,000, contracted with a

Major Fugitive Crossing Points

Johnson.

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD, BOONE,
CARROLL, AND GALLATIN COUNTIES.

What is known about slave escapes and Under
ground Railroad (UGRR) operations between
Cincinnati, Ohio, and Madison, Ind., or, con

versely, in Boone, Carroll, and Gallatin counties
in Kentucky, comes chiefly from records in In
diana and Ohio, from anecdotes preserved, and
from testimonies given by slave witnesses. The
oral traditions concerning the activities of the
UGRR that are so prevalent in parts of southern
Indiana and Ohio are extremely rare in Ken
tucky. Successive generations of Confederate
descendants have weaved a myth that often em
phasizes how kind their slaveholding ancestors
were and how happy the slaves were to work for
the family.
In these Kentucky counties, criminal records
from the pre-Civil War era that might be of use in
researching UGRRactivities are spotty at best. Also,
antebellum Kentucky newspaper accounts fre
quently referred to UGRRactivists as northern agi
tators, rather than as Kentuckians. For decades,

Kentucky historians searched for white Kentucki
ans who might have led UGRR operations and
found only a few, causing some writers to conclude
that no sizable organized UGRR activities took
place in Kentucky.
The truth is that most of Kentucky's UGRR
was managed by small cells of free people of color
and by individual slaves living on plantations.
Kentucky's African American history and heri
tage was suppressed orignored by most publicand
private histories until the latter 20th century. Only
in fragments of oral tradition (often maintained
within church histories), or in arrest and trial rec

—1850s, Prestonville, Ky., to Brooksburg, Ind; key
person: unnamed fisherman at Prestonville.
–1840–1861, Carrollton, Ky., and Kentucky River
to Lamb, Ind; key persons: Elijah Anderson,
William Anderson, Chapman Harris.
—1840–1861, Ghent, Ky., to Vevay, Ind., and to
Craig Township in Switzerland Co., Ind; key
persons: George Ash, Stephen R. Gerard, Wil
liam Lamb, Moses McKay, John Pavy, Samuel
H. Pavy, Rev. Alexander Sebastian, Wright or
Hildreth, John Shaw.

poor white man with a skiff, making their own
way through the wilderness to the Hicklin Set
tlement in Jennings Co., Ind.
—Slavesescaped via Prestonville, Ky., to the Brooks
burg, Bee Camp, and Indian-Kentuck Creek area
of Indiana. One group of young men, more than
a dozen, was ferried across the Ohio River by a
fisherman at Prestonville when they offered him
money. James Stewart, a member of the Rykers
Ridge abolitionists, aided these youngsters.
—Escaping slaves came down the hills above
Canip Creek, where Peter Scott, the only free

blackhead of a family at Milton, Ky., who headed
Gallatin Co.

—1840–1861, Warsaw, Ky., and Sugar Creek to
Markland and Florence, Ky., and Patriot, Ind;
key persons: John Brookings, Alexander and
Duncan Fuller (see Fuller Brothers), Lewis
Hamilton, Danieland Jonathan Howe.
Boone Co.

–1845–1861, Rabbit Hash, Ky., to Rising Sun,
Ind; key persons: Samuel Barkshire, Laura
Haviland, Benoi Dixon, Joseph Edington, Col.
A. C. Pepper, Orthaniel H. Reed, Nathan R.
Steadman, William Thompson, Edmund Toli
ver, John White.

–1845–1861, Burlington, Ky., to Aurora, Ind., and
the Manchester Landing, key persons: Elijah
Anderson, Daniel Bartholomew, Rev. John

Clark, Ralph Collier, Martin C. Eubank, John
Fairfield, Joseph Hall, Thomas and John Hansell,
John Hope, Seth Platt, William Wyman.
–1845–1861, Taylorsport, Ky., to Lawrenceburg,

the UGRRoperations on the Kentucky side dur
ing the late 1840s and early 1850s, helped them
escape. Family history claims that Christopher
Pecar's (Pecard's) house near the river in Milton

also was used to hide runaway slaves.
—Runaway slaves crossed over the Ohio River at
Hunter's Bottom to the Eagle Creek area east of
Madison, Ind. Richard Daly, a slave owned by
Samuel Fearn Sr., took 30 fugitive slaves across
the Ohio River before taking his own family of
five to Canada in 1856.

—Slaves were aided at Lamb, Ind., directly across
the Ohio River from Carrollton. Both the Mc
Clain and the Ash homes were said to have har

bored fugitive slaves on occasion. Members of
the Brushy Fork Baptist Church and the Caledo
nia Presbyterian Church, inland from Lamb,
aided runaways as well.
—Near Vevay, Ind., Rev. John Pavy and his sons
ran an active UGRR operation from Ghent to
Carrollton, Ky., during the 1840s and 1850s.

Ind., and Ohio River shore and Great Miami

—Rev. Alexander Sebastian and members of the

River, key persons: Elijah Anderson, Rev. John
Clark, Martin C. Eubank, John Fairfield.
Carroll Co.

ords, do hints of the aid given to fugitive slaves in
Kentucky appear. During the past 20 years, histo
rians have begun to build the public records be
neath these oral stories. The people, both black

There is little evidence that any form of organized
assistance to runaway slaves was available in Car
roll Co. before 1835. After 1838, when Elijah An
derson and George De Baptiste, free blacks from
Virginia, arrived at Madison, Ind., the town of Car

and white, involved in the UGRR in Boone, Car

rollton in Carroll Co. became the locus of an im

roll, and Gallatin counties frequently moved north
or west after the Civil War or just became silent
as Confederate veterans took over political power

portantjunction for the UGRR routes that followed
the Kentucky River north to the Ohio River from
the Bluegrass region of Kentucky. Before both men

in these counties.
The UGRR annals retained from Indiana

were driven out of Madison, Ind., in the race riot of

clearly specify crossing pointsalong the Ohio River
where hundreds of fugitive slaves gained freedom.
But they describe an Ohio River quite foreign to
modern eyes: it lacked today's series of large dams
and canals, it was up to 15 feet shallower, it had a
considerably narrower channel, and it was subject
to icing over in winter months and drying up
during the summer. This riverfront of the past, in
spite of patrollers, moreover, proved to be very

roll counties in Kentucky, and as far southas Frank
fort, Ky., to establish UGRR links with free people
of colorand plantation slaves as well.
–In August and September 1820, Samuel Todd
announced a $400 reward for the recapture of

porous.

the Madison, Ind., UGRR to Marshall, Mich.

1845–1846, the two traveled into Trimble and Car

Patrickanda woman with a wound on her head,
and Will French offered $100 for the return of

Spencer; China, age 15; and Bob, age 50, the trio
escaped from Kentucky near the Gallatin Steam
Mill.

Freewill Baptist congregation at Bryant Creek,
near Florence, Ind., aided runaways in Kentucky
chiefly from Ghent and the Warsaw area.
—During the 1850s, Rev. Chapman Harris, his wife
Patsy, who was a former slave in Shelby Co., Ky.,
and their teenage sons ran the Eagle Hollow
UGRRoperation that was linked to 20Kentucky
slaves on plantations in Carroll and Trimble
counties as well as free people of color in Madi
son, Ind. Harris lived up Eagle Creekabout a half
mile from the Ohio River. He was surrounded by
white abolitionists Charlie Lutz, John Taylor, and
William Woolen, a free black named Ike John

son, and, at the top of the ridge, Charles Almond,
the first of the several Rykers Ridge abolitionists,
When slaveowners from Kentucky tried to place
a spy named Caleb McQuithy in Eagle Hollow,
Henry, the oldest Harris boy, gave the man such a
beating that he disappeared from the scene.
—Sandy Dean, a formerslave emancipated by Gen.
William O. Butler, lived in the Georgetown
section of Madison, Ind., a gathering point for
leadersofthe UGRRduring the 1840s and 1850s,
and likely formed a liaison to free blacks and
plantation slaves in Carroll Co., Ky.
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—Some evidence suggests that Elijah Anderson,
a strong leader within the African Methodist
Episcopal (A.M.E.) church, and De Baptiste, an

equally strong leader of the Black Baptist de

In 1821 the first newspaper notice of a runaway
slave from Gallatin Co. appeared in the Lawrence

burg, Ind., Oracle. Benjamin Waller offered a $200

During the 1840s the American Anti-Slavery
Society placed two white abolitionists, William
Phelps and George Whitfield from Wheeling, Va.

reward for the recovery of Peter Shelley, a 44-year
old slave, who escaped by using a pass that was 10
years out of date.
The earliest recorded antislavery activist in
Gallatin Co. was Rev. John Pavy, a Regular Baptist
minister, who was chased out of Fredericksburg
(Warsaw) in 1823 for preaching against slavery.
Pavy moved across the Ohio River and established
a farm on the Mount Sterling Rd. above Vevay, Ind.
The move was timely, since in 1824 Vevay hosted
visits from both Judge Stephen C. Stevens, a Pres
byterian and a radical abolitionist at Vevay and

(today W.Va), in Madison, Ind., to develop orga

Madison, Ind., and also Rev. James Duncan, a Pres

nized assistance and to encourage escaping slaves.
They reportedly spent most of their time organiz
ing UGRR cells south of the Ohio River. The effects
of such organization showed up in the increased
traffic of runaway slaves passing through the Mad
ison UGRR during the 1850s.
The abolitionist leadership at Carrollton in
Carroll Co., Ky., was apparently so feeble that after
1846, when Elijah Anderson moved his base of op
erations from Madison to Lawrenceburg, Ind., Alex
Fuller was moved to Carrollton from Warsaw, Ky.,
where he had apparently been active in the UGRR
operations. Fuller is a shadowy figure, likely one of
the 100 field agents placed along the Ohio River by
the American Anti-Slavery Society. Many of these
agents were disguised as peddlers, fishermen, ferry

byterian minister who authored A Treatise on
Slavery: In Which Is Shewn Forth the Evil of
Slave Holding both from the Light of Nature

nomination, used the emerging slave churches
in Carroll, Henry, and Shelby counties, Ky.,

and the separate African American churches at
Frankfort, Ky., as major communications con
duits in establishing UGRR links. De Baptiste,

in particular, was known to favor the use of
Prince Hall Masonic lodges as sites to establish
trustworthy UGRR cells.

men, and boatmen, both black and white.

and Divine Revelation. In 1840 Stevens and Dun
can were associated with the formation of the anti

slavery Liberty Party in Indiana. Stevens, in 1848,
was a convener of the Free Soilantislavery party in
Buffalo, N.Y.

For more than 20 years, John Pavy, his seven
sons, and his son-in-law Stephen R. Gerard ran a
major route of the UGRR at Vevay and later in
Craig Township, Switzerland Co., Ind. At first such
aid to runaway slaves was sporadic. During the late
1840s and early 1850s, a more organized approach
to helping fugitive slaves developed, including sig
naling systems to reach activists in Ripley and De
catur counties farther north in Indiana. The Pavy
family history claims that four sons became Bap

his teachings were too radical, and he was soon de
nounced at the Free Will Baptist Quarterly Meet
ing. He then went to an area near East Enterprise
and Quercus Grove in Indiana to found Separate
Baptist churches there and at Cross Plains, Ind.,
both of which had members active in the UGRR of

Indiana's Switzerland and Ripley counties. The Se

bastian congregation merged with the Liberty Free
Will Baptist congregation, forming the New Lib
erty congregation, which continues today and
prides itselfon its abolitionist roots.
In 1847 a debate was held in Warsaw between

Rev. J. L. Waller of the Baptist Church and Rev.
E. M. Pingree of the Universalist Church. The Uni
versalist Church, founded in the Boston, Mass.,

and the Concord, N.H., area, had developed a
strong antislavery plank, and many of the nation's
leading antislavery activists were members. Two of
the most active Universalist congregations were at
Patriot (1840) and Vevay (1852), Ind. The Silas and
Jonathan Howe families, very strong Unionists,
lived on both sides of the Ohio River, at Patriot and

in the Sugar Creek area near Warsaw, Ky. Silas
Howe became a captain in the 18th Kentucky In
fantry and later a major in the 55th Kentucky In
fantry, and his father, Jonathan Howe, was a cap
tain in the Gallatin Co. Home Guards, a group of
about 20 Union supporters.
Before the passage of the 1850 Fugitive Slave
Act, nearly all Universalist preachers and lay lead
ers supported the abolition of institutional slav
ery by any means. Afterward, a few Universalist

preachers claimed that the law of the land super

Gallatin Co.

tist ministers and that one of them, Absalom, went

seded acts that would entice slaves to run away
or prevent authorities from reclaiming fugitive

What is known about aid to fugitive slaves in Gall
atin Co. comes mainly from records of UGRR ac
tivities in Indiana or from family histories there.
The public records in Gallatin Co. include one
grand.jury indictment in 1838 against Lewis Ham
ilton, a free black living near Sparta, Ky.; other

west to serve as a missionary to American Indians.

slaves.

After Samuel H. Pavy established his farm in Craig

By 1840 Alexander and Duncan Fuller were liv
ing in Warsaw. Sarah Fuller, a daughter of Alexan
der, writingshortly after the Civil War, claimed that

Township, slaves were said to swim across the Ohio
River there and hide in Pavy's barn, later being
transported away in Gerard's flax wagon. The Ger

Alexander was active in the UGGR and had moved

ards, the Lambs, and the Pavys had intermarried,

from Warsaw to Carrollton, Ky., before 1860. There
were several Fullers active in the UGRR in south
eastern Indiana and southern Ohio.

Warsaw in Gallatin Co. developed as a small
Ohio River port in spite of large sandbars imped
ing all but the keelboat and packet steamboat traf.

reinforcing the oral tradition that George Ash, the
ferryman from Carrollton, Ky., to Lamb, Ind., aided
runaway slaves.
In March 1838 David Lilliard brought charges
in the Gallatin Circuit Court against Lewis Hamil
ton, a free person of color, for enticing Lilliard's
slave Billy to escape to Ohio. Because of the inter
state aspects, the Kentucky commonwealth attor
ney brought the case to the March court term of
1838. The charges apparently were not sustained,

fic. Across the river, the hamlets of Florence, Lamb,

because Lewis Hamilton was later listed in the

Markland, Patriot, and Vevay, Ind., hosted a num
ber of antislavery activists. By 1850 Switzerland

Gallatin Co. 1850 census as a free black, a black

close to the Ohio River. The UGRR operations in
nearby Dearborn Co., Ind., came about almost en
tirely through organization of antislavery societies
and through efforts of antislavery congregations
among the Free Will Baptists, the Methodist Prot

criminal records or accusations have been either

destroyed or quashed. Many of the Union sympa
thizers in Gallatin Co., who may have been in
volved with helping fugitive slaves, moved to Mis
souri, Kansas, and other western states after the

Civil War, therefore causing the record of any such
aid to be lost.

Co. on the Indiana side and Warsaw on the Ken

smith, living near Sparta, Ky., with $400 property
and a family of seven.

tucky side had a substantial number of settlers—
chiefly merchants, manufacturers, and craftsmen—
who came from New York, New England, and
Pennsylvania; these families tended to be pro
Union, and some of them were quite actively op
posed to slavery. Pockets of settlers from New En
gland and New York began giving aid to runaway

Separate Baptist minister, was chased from War
saw for his radical preaching against slavery and
apparently for preaching against the Regular Bap
tists' dogma. He had been called to an antislavery
Free Will Baptist congregation at Bryant Creek
near Florence, Ind., and purchased a farm north

slaves on an ad hoc basis. But there were also trans

planted Kentuckiansliving in Indiana who favored
slavery and had relatives in both Gallatin and Car
roll counties.

In October 1841 Rev. Alexander Sebastian, a

west of Patriot, Ind. Kentuckians were said to have
crossed the Ohio River in order to heckle his

preaching. For a short time, Sebastian was or
dained in the Free Will Baptist denomination, but

Boone Co.

With 40 miles of shoreline, myriad creeks and for
ests, and several large plantations dotting the Ohio
River, Boone Co. proved nearly impossible to pa
trol against runaway slaves. In Indiana, across from
Boone Co., there were no free black agricultural
communities and no sizable "Yankee" settlements

estants (MPs), and the Universalists.

The most celebrated runaway slave from Boone
Co. was Margaret Garner. Yet her tragic slave
escape story is not a story of the UGRR. Garner
and her family escaped independently from Rich
wood, Ky., and took refuge with family members at
Cincinnati. Apparently the escaping Garners at
tempted to reach activists in the local UGRR only
after a posse from Kentucky had found them, and
by then it was far too late for rescue.
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Written histories of Boone Co. contain little
evidence of an active UGRR. Records from Indi

ana, Ohio, and Michigan, however, reveal a sub
stantial amount of UGRR activity in Boone Co.
from 1838 to 1861. In fact, so many runaway slaves
were handled in and through Boone Co. that agents
of the American Anti-Slavery League were placed
as ferrymen, fishermen, peddlers, and couriers.

Hansell, and Thomas Hansell, the station manager.
A strong link existed between William Wyman
and Rev. John Clarke, both of whom served as di

rectors and officers of the Indiana Anti-Slavery
Society representing Decatur Co. William Wyman
was a member of the West Bank of Tanners Creek
MP Church and also a member of the Manchester
Universalist Church. Thomas Hansell was one of

eastern Indiana.

route. It led north from Aurora, Ind., to Man

chester, to the James Angevin safe house at York

one and two at a time was bound to run afoul of the

ville, and to Cedar Grove and Brookville in Frank

patrollers. He determined to collect larger groups
of slaves in Kentucky and, using experienced con
ductors, to take the groups all the way to Sandusky
or Cleveland, Ohio. The likelihood was better by
far that an entire group of 10, 12, or even (at one
time) 50 runaways would get through without re
capture. Anderson claimed to have brought out
more than 800 runaway slaves, following passage
of the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act.

the 50 abolitionist families from Dearborn, Ripley,

Elijah Anderson and John Fairfield, completed
major exploits while aiding escaping slaves in
Boone Co. Many of the slave escapes were local to

and Jennings counties in Indiana who moved with
the Hicklin brothers of Jennings Co. in Indiana to
Oregon in 1850. The Yorkshire route was then
managed by Ralph Collier, whose homestead re
mains on Collier Ridge Rd.

Boone Co., and the names of Boone Co. slave own

volved. The Shattucks, the Shockleys, and Dr. My
ron Harding, who were active in the UGRR, were
likely Freewill Baptists rather than Universalists.
William Wyman and the Aurora crossing linked
together the three denominations most prominent
in the antislavery and UGRR activities in south
When Elijah Anderson moved his UGRR op
erations from Madison to Lawrenceburg, Ind., in
1846, it took only a few weeks for Boone Co. slave
owners to feel the impact. This very experienced
conductor was skilled in establishing safe routes
and in selecting trustworthy slaves in place on
plantations and free people of color on the Ken
tucky side of the river. His experiences at Madison
convinced him that taking runaway slaves across

Two of the most famous conductors of the UGRR,

ers and slaves have been recorded in court proceed
ings in Indiana and Michigan. At one point in the
early 1850s, when Elijah Anderson was operating
out of Lawrenceburg, Ind.,40slaves were lost in one
month, and the newspapers speculated that mone
tary losses to slave owners in Boone and Kenton
counties in Kentucky were reaching $50,000 per
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The second route was called the Universalist

lin Co., Ind. The leaders of this route included

William Wyman, the station master of the
UGRR at Aurora, Ind., operated three main routes
northward from the Manchester Landing crossing
just east of Aurora's Public Landing. Wyman, al
though living on a farm just outside of Aurora,

William Wyman of Aurora and Seth Platt of Man
chester, identified by Siebert and James Angevin,
of Yorkville, in the Siebert Family Papers.
If there was an active group in Kentucky aiding
the Indiana UGRR, it probably was associated with
the Universalist Church at Burlington, Boone Co.
This congregation was linked to members of the

was a member of the Universalist Church at Man

Aurora and Manchester Universalist churches

In addition to cordial relations with William

chester, Ind., and also a charter member of the East

through a series of association meetings continu
ing into the 1890s. Although the Kentucky congre
gation was not constituted formally until 1878, its
charter members were all residents of Burlington

Wyman at Aurora, Anderson also had excellent
working ties to Cincinnati's free black population
and to the white leadership of the Ohio UGRR.

before 1860, and none were slaveholders.

renceburg and Brookville, Ind., who were associ
ated chiefly with the A.M.E. denomination. One
declared member of this group was Gabriel Smith,
an elderly free black from Brookville, who claimed
to have helped conduct 50 slaves from Boone Co.
up to Sandusky, Ohio, on Lake Erie.
Elijah Anderson was captured in Kentucky in
1856 and sent to the Kentucky State Penitentiary.
The UGRR continued to operate in the Aurora and
east-of-Lawrenceburg area, and it is likely that

month.

Fork Chapel of the Tanner's Creek MP Church.
The Manchester Landing site probably was linked
to American Anti-Slavery Society (or League) op
eratives working as ferrymen, since this crossing
was used extensively for many years.
Wyman's first route was the Yorkshire route,
which went north in Indiana to Collier Ridge Rd.,
then to Guilford, up to Harrison, and to the Quaker
outpost in southern Franklin Co., Ind. This route
was manned by recent immigrants from York Co.,
England, who spoke a dialect and were associated
chiefly with the MP congregations of the Tanners
Creek, Ind., Circuit (the West Bank Chapel of
Tanners Creek, the East Bank Chapel of Tanners
Creek, the Mount Pleasant Methodist Class, and

the Bonnell MPClass) founded by Rev. John Clarke,
cofounder and first corresponding secretary of the
Indiana Anti-Slavery Society.
The radical antislavery activists in the Guilford
area in Indiana date back to before 1834, when a

The description of this central UGRR route as
Universalist came from the James Angevin family
history. This source also verified that there was a
Universalist congregation at Wilmington, Ind. For
some time an isolated UGRR conductor named

Orthaniel H. Reed at Wilmington had planning
meetings with the Donnells, the Hamiltons, and the
McCoys, Presbyterians who managed the Kingston
route of Decatur Co.'s UGRR. Reed broughtfugitive
slaves to Decatur Co. from Rising Sun, Ind.
William Thompson, one of the free blacks at
the Clarksburg “Little Africa" settlement in Deca

Annotated Plat C, 1848–1850, Madison, Ind.

Bordewich, Fergus M. Bound for Canaan: The Un
derground Railroad and the War for the Soul of

of the “Little Africa” settlement, formed an A.M.E.

meeting of the Tanners Creek Circuit of the MP

Napoleon, Ind., through the Yankee Settlement of
eastern Ripley Co. (Pierceville and Prattsburg and
the Mud Pike Rd.). This route was operated chiefly
by Freewill Baptists living east of Napoleon. It has

ily Papers included Ralph Collier, John Hall, John

task that had placed Anderson in prison.

Rising Sun to pick up runaway slaves as well. Sabra
Matthews, who apparently served as spiritual leader
church east of Clarksburg, Ind., on the Decatur
Franklin county line.
The third route that William Wyman operated

this Yorkshire route identified in the Siebert Fam

both white and black conductors continued the

tur Co., Ind., was known to have come down to

split in the East Bank Chapel Methodists caused a
number of families to withdraw to Joseph Hall's
barn and become the West Bank Chapel MP
Church. Years of cordial relationships and shared
pastors between the two organizations using Union
Church developed, so that the first formal meeting
of the Anti-Slavery Society was called at the East
Bank Chapel, which was hosting the association
Church just outside Guilford in July 1838. Initially
harassed by Kentucky and Lawrenceburg, Ind.,
proslavery elements, the abolitionists persevered.
They elected Benjamin Metcalf president and John
Hansell secretary. They also passed two major res
olutions, to publicize the evils of slavery and to aid
slaves attempting to escape bondage. Leaders of

He had established a cadre of free blacks at Law

was called the North Polar Star route; it led from

Aurora, Ind., through Manchester to Moores Hill
and Old Milan, where Stephen S. Harding's home
stead was the number 7 station on that route. From
Old Milan the North Polar Star route continued to

been determined that there were UGRR activists

in the Freewill Baptist Churches at Delaware (now
Lookout), Franklin (now Old Pilgrim), Milan,
Pierceville, and Prattsburg. It is believed that there
were members of the Freewill Baptist Church at
Aurora or Wrights Corner, Ind., who were also in

America. New York: Amistad, 2005.

Coffin, Levi. Reminiscences of Levi Coffin, The Re
puted President of the Underground Railroad.
Cincinnati: The Robert Clarke Company, 1898.
Commonwealth of Kentucky vs. Elijah Anderson,
Trimble Co. Circuit Court, Governors Papers, Ken

tucky Libraries and Archives, Frankfort, Ky.
Coon, Diane Perrine. “Southeastern Indiana's Under

ground Railroad Routes and Operations," 1999,
U.S. Park Service and Indiana DNR, unpublished
technical report available at Indiana Department
of Historic Preservation and Archaeology, India
napolis, Ind.
Deed Book 6: 320, Jefferson Co., Madison, Ind.

Documenting the American South. “Life and Narra
tive of William J. Anderson," UNC Univ. Library.
http://docsouth.uncedu (accessed April 6, 2007).
Griffler, Keith P. Front Line of Freedom: African
Americans and the Forging of the Underground
Railroad in the Ohio Valley. Lexington: Univ.
Press of Kentucky, 2004.

902

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD, BRACKEN CO.

Haviland, Laura S. A Woman's Life-Work: Labors
and Experiences of Laura S. Haviland. Cincin
nati: Walden and Stowe, 1881.

vocal and dynamic abolitionists. Matilda traveled
with her husband and supported the schools and
churches he founded by teaching the younger stu
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dents, white or black. The Fees lost one of their own
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children to an illness that resulted from their con
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stant travels. Adding to their mental anguish was
the loss of Fee's nanny, Juliet Miles. Miles had at
tempted to return from Ohio and lead her enslaved
family to freedom, only to be captured and sen
tenced to the state penitentiary in Kentucky, where
she soon died. Betsy Hamilton placed herself in
danger when she concealed a fugitive slave, Ed
Mofford, from the local sheriff. Mofford was to be

sold at a courthouse auction, but he was able to
break loose and run five miles to the Hamilton

In History of East Fork Stone Chapel. Guilford,
Ind., 1921.
Tax Assessment Book 2, 1838–1847, Madison, Ind.

Thompson, Orville. "Fugit'Township Pioneers,” Greens
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UNDERGROUND RAILROAD, BRACKEN

CO. Antislavery feelings, including the coloniza
tion movement, were quite evident in Bracken Co.
during the 19th century. Abolitionists and the
Underground Railroad conductors helping slaves
gain freedom in this Ohio River borderland often
led perilous lives—risking injury, imprisonment,
and occasionally death. Their names and the names
of slaves living near the Ohio River (for the en
slaved"the River Jordan") emerge from accounts of
their activities. The term Underground Railroad
refers to the network of people who helped fugi
tive slaves from south of the Ohio River reach free

dom in the North. Abolitionists quietly organized
this system of stations and conductors to move
freedom-seekers along the route, while other sym
pathizers sought less dangerous methods of op
posing slavery.
A young and impressionable visitor to his un
cle's home in Augustain Bracken Co. was Stephen
Collins Foster, who during the 1840s and 1850s
composed songs about life in the South. According
to local historical accounts, Foster was often found

sitting below the “Negro Church on the Hill," lis
tening to the voices float softly down. Foster ob
jected to the blackface performance style some
times used by performers singing his songs. He
instructed white performers not to mockslaves but
instead to get their audiences to feel compassion
for them.

Also living in the county during this time was
John G. Fee, a leading abolitionist. Fee founded
the Free Church and School on Hillsdale Rd. in
Bracken Co. near Germantown. However, in 1850

Fee was described by the local Circuit Court as an
intruder into this quiet community and ordered to
leave the county. Many enraged citizens helped to
enforce the circuit court's declaration. Again in
1860 the Bracken Co. Circuit Court demanded that

Fee and his associates, who had already been driven
from Berea College ("the Berean exiles"), depart the
county immediately. They moved to Ohio.
Fee's wife, Matilda, and his mother-in-law,

Betsy Hamilton, of Fegan Ridge, Ky., were also

home. Working with a young colporteur, William
Lincoln, Matilda successfully concealed Mofford
until his escape to Canada was arranged.
One of the leading abolitionists in Ohio was
Bracken Co. native James Armstrong Thome
(1813–1873). Thome was born in Augusta, gradu
ated from local Augusta College, and was a par
ticipant in the famed Lane Seminary Debates held
on slavery in Cincinnati in 1834. He later gradu
ated from Oberlin School of Theology in Ohio.
Thome was the son of a prominent citizen of Au
gusta, Arthur Thome, who emancipated his 15
slaves between 1832 and 1836. James Thome be

came vice president of the American Anti-Slavery
Society and, as such, frequently spoke out with fer
vor against slavery in the United States. While liv
ing in Augusta in 1837 and writing his book
Emancipation in the West Indies, James Thome
was beseeched to help a fugitive slave woman cross
the Ohio River to reach freedom in Ripley, Ohio.
After completing this exploit, Thome realized that
he was no longer safe in either Kentucky or Ohio.
He immediately left his teaching position at Ober
lin College in Ohio and went to the East, remain
ing there for a year to avoid arrest and extradition.
Arthur Thome, according to a slave narrative
published in the Colored American, was re
ported to be the leading conductor for the Under
ground Railroad in Augusta. He supposedly sup
plied freedom-seekers with the necessary food
and clothing and conducted them to Ripley, Ohio.
As threats to him and his family increased, they
moved to Athens, Mo.; there he built a new home,
which became a station on the Missouri Under

ground Railroad.
Both Arthur Thome and Fee had close connec

tions with Augusta College (founded December 7,
1822), the first Methodist college in Kentucky and
only the third in the world. Several of the profes
sors were abolitionists, and they allowed debates
on the topic of slavery in Kentucky as early as 1826.
An early president of the college, Rev. Martin
Ruter of Ohio, was one of the founders of the Ken

tucky Colonization Society and an outspoken
opponent of slavery. Because of the antislavery sen
timents of the faculty and the lack of financial
sponsorship of the supporting Methodist confer
ences, the Commonwealth of Kentucky finally re
voked the college's charter in 1849.
Underground Railroad operative E. Patrick
Doyle was considered the most courageous con

ductor in Kentucky. The largest slave uprising in
Kentucky was masterminded by Doyle, who was at
the time a student at Centre College in Danville,
Ky. An estimated 40–75 slaves, assisted by Doyle,
fled in the summer of 1848 from Central Kentucky
into the hemp fields near Milford in southern
Bracken Co. With 100 local men in pursuit, Doyle
and his party were captured and jailed. Seven of
the slaves Doyle was trying to rescue stood trial in
Bracken Co., and three were convicted and sen

tenced to be hanged. Doyle was found guilty in an
emotion-charged trial held in Lexington and sen
tenced to the state penitentiary, where he died of
typhoid in 1863.
In addition to Doyle, Juliet Miles, and the seven
runaway slaves who were tried as a part of the 1848
slave mutiny, there were eight men from Bracken
Co. who were charged during the period leading
up to the Civil War with enticing slaves to escape.
Most were free persons of color, like David Alex
ander, who was arrested in 1853. Alexander alleg
edly assisted Alfred, a slave of John Fee Jr., in get
ting to the Ohio River shore, where both men were
captured. Fortunately for Alexander, his case was
filed away for the Bracken Co. Circuit Court's May
term of 1855.

One of the most appalling cases in the county
was that of Dr. Perkins, another free person of
color, who was accused of trying to aid in the es
cape of Sanford, a slave who belonged to Black
stone Rankins of Augusta. The 70-year-old Perkins
was found guilty of the crime and sentenced to the
state penitentiary for three years. Even though a
petition had been initiated among Augusta citi

zens to free Perkins, he died in the prison two years
later.

Another conductor who operated in Bracken
Co., but avoided the penitentiary, was John Fair
field. Considered an extremist by many, especially
by noted Quaker and Cincinnati abolitionist Levi
Coffin, he was able to arrange strikes into Ken
tucky to rescue slaves. However, Fairfield was be
trayed while in Bracken Co. and jailed in the stone
prison at Brooksville, where he became quite ill.
After a winter of incarceration, local citizens were

able to secure Fairfield's escape, and he fled to
Ripley and to safety with Rev. John Rankin. Fair
field used many aliases. The only named person
jailed at that time for enticing slaves to escape was
James Cooper, a laborer; this perhaps was an alias
Fairfield used. The man known as James Cooper
spent the winter of 1853–1854 in the jail, which is
the time most researchers believe that Fairfield was

imprisoned.
Just before the Civil War ended, James Med

ley was ordered to appear in Bracken Co. Circuit
Court to answer charges of enticing a slave named
Henry away from B. C. Clayton. Medley stood trial
in Bracken Co. in February 1865 and was found
innocent. Also arrested at this time was J. P. Mc

Clanahan, who was charged with attempting to
entice away slaves, in particular Bob, belonging to
Henry Anderson. He was ordered to appear at the
county's February 1865 circuit court hearing, but
records do not reveal the result of this action. One

accused conductor, Robert Mains, arrested in 1864
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for ferrying unidentified slaves across the Ohio
River, was released on bail; he failed to report to
the February 1865 circuit court in Bracken Co. and
forfeited his bail.

Although not arrested for enticing slaves to es
cape servitude, J. M. Mallett, a local colporteur, re
ceived a punishment almost as intolerable as im
prisonment. Mallet, a teacher at the Free Church
on Hillsdale Rd., was mobbed at Germantown in

Bracken Co. by men attempting to "tar and feather"
him for his abolitionist teachings. Dr. Joshua T.
Bradford of Augusta led the mob, but their plan
was thwarted when a Dr. Keith intervened in Mal

let's behalf in the midst of the beating.
Abolitionism also took other forms in Bracken

Co., as seen in records kept by locals Rev. James
Savage and Thurston Thomas. According to Sav
age's Memorandum Book, dated 1827, he planned
to emancipate his Negroslaves upon his death; their

the three northernmost counties in Kentucky.
These counties also have two of the state's largest
cities, Newport and Covington, but the African
American population in both counties was small.
The total Campbell Co. African American popula
tion in 1860 was 204 (88 free, 116 enslaved); 95 of

runaways. There were also unscrupulous individu
als such as Robert Russel, who played both sides,
first helping the runaways and then turning them
in to the slave catchers. After reaching Cincinnati,
one important stop for escaping slaves was the
city's Zion Baptist Church. This African American

these (56 free, 39 enslaved) were Newport resi

church was located in the area called the blackbot

dents. Kenton Co., had 652 blacks (85 free, 567 en
slaved; 273 of them (76 free, and 197 enslaved) lived

tom near the Mill Creek.

in Covington.
African Americans from throughout the re
gion visited Covington and Newport while on
business, thus establishing contacts with residents.
It is a common belief that, perhaps because of this
possibility, only the most trusted enslaved blacks

banks of the Ohio River, there were several other

were allowed to travel to the area from surround

against slavery from 1831 to 1855; he made provi
sions in his will to emancipate his slaves during
those years. Thomas also kept a family Bible, which
gave a detailed accounting of births, marriages,
and deaths of his enslaved Africans. Today that
Bible is held at the National Underground Railroad
Museum in Maysville.
The work of creating an antislavery atmosphere
throughout Northern Kentucky was a tiresome yet
worthy endeavor. With the active abolitionists
and conductors spreading the word and leading
freedom-seekers to a life of opportunity, genera
tions of enslaved Africans could hope for a better
life. The ministers and colporteurs created anti
slavery congregations and delivered a message to
their Northern abolitionist partners that there

ing counties. However, escaping slaves sometimes
purposely avoided large population centers.
Numerous houses along both the Licking and
Ohio rivers had tunnels, which had been dug to
supply the dwellings with coal and other products
from riverboats. In Covington, one of the sup
posed stations along the Underground Railroad
was the Gano-Southgate House, which had such
a tunnel. In 1967 a photograph booklet on the city
of Covington, published by the Cincinnati Bell
Telephone Company, included a picture of Mrs.
Annie Hargraves and her daughter Betty Ann
Jones, both African Americans, and Covington
mayor Claude Hensley, taken at the exit from the
house's tunnel on the western shore of the Licking
River. Hargraves is shown holding the book Remi
niscences of Levi Coffin, which contains “The
Story of Jane,” about Hargraves's grandmother's
escape from slavery. Some viewers of the photo see
in it an implied relationship between the Gano
Southgate House and the successful escape, al
though this is questionable since the history of this
mansion has been misrepresented over the years.
Abolitionist Henry Hathaway Jr. used his
Hathaway Hall residence as a station. It was located
on Highway Ave. in West Covington, overlook
ing the Ohio River. Of Hathaway it was said, "He
had the express purpose of helping fleeing slaves

were persons of like mind in Northern Kentucky.

on their road to freedom.” Bushrod W. Foley, mayor

emancipations were to occur in various years, as

stipulated in the book. Savage provided in his will
for the local free people of color to have a place of
worship, as long as they did not erect a place of sep
ulture. He also supplied money to be sent in sup
portofthe Kentucky Colonization Society and gave
his emancipated slaves the option of going to live in
the newly created nation of Liberia in Africa.
Thurston Thomas also took an unusual stance

The threats of violence and related conse

quences were constantly on the minds of men and

of Covington during this period, lost his slaves in
an escape to Canada. In 1850 Foley had three slaves

women like Dr. Perkins and Juliet Miles, but that

and lived on the southeast corner of Russell and

did not keep them from trying to free themselves.
The Thomes, Fees, and Doyles also suffered great
retribution for their acts of conscience, but they led
others to rethink their attitudes concerning sup
porting that "peculiar institution"—slavery–south

Front Sts., less than 200 yards from the river. In
1853 he had five slaves. According to the Coving
ton Journal, “On Sunday night last five slaves be
longing to B. Foley, Esq., made their escape from
this city, and are now probably in Canada. If they
fareas well there as they did in Covington they will
be truly fortunate." Perhaps Mayor Foley's home
had a supply tunnel leading to the Ohio River. John
W. Stevenson, future governor and U.S. senator
from Kentucky, who resided at 320 Garrard St.,
had a tunnel leading to the Licking River. He was
also a slave owner whose slave escaped to Ohio
with Margaret Garner in 1856. In 1954 the for

of the Ohio River.
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Besides houses with tunnels leading out to the
documented Underground Railroad locations in
Kenton Co. One was Elmwood Hall in Ludlow,
at the corner of Forrest Ave. and Closson Ct.

Away from the river's shoreline in Covington,
there were the Weisnal House on Highland Ave.,
a house on the corner of 18th St. and Maryland
Ave., a house at 310 Garrard St., and Homesdale,

located at the site of Holmes High School. In
Fort Wright, there was a station in the home at
the corner of Kyles Ln. and Dixie Highway.
Other Underground Railroad stations were lo
cated in Independence, Key West, Morning View,
and Sanfordtown.

In Campbell Co. one of the Underground Rail
road stations was the York St. Congregational
Church. In the basement of the church's parsonage
were accommodations for living, and it was re
ported that church members who were involved as
conductors used honey carts with false bottoms to
hide runaways. The James Taylor Mansion in
Newport was another possible location. Stations
were located in Alexandria, Bellevue, Cold Spring,
and Grants Lick as well.

Whether assisted or not, the escaping slaves re
quired food, water, and places to hide. The topog
raphy of Campbell and Kenton counties supplied
the numerous creeks, streams, and rivers leading
to the Ohio River that aided those escaping bond
age. Once the slaves reached Ohio, fugitive slave
laws made it necessary for them either to meld into
alocal African American setting or continue on to
Canada.
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Mahan, a tavern owner from Sardinia, Ohio, in

tribution to his fellow man with these words:

Brown Co., was accused at his trial on November

“Conscious of the oppression of his people and
shackled down with the fetters of slavery, Mr.
Gragston... became a vital cog in that renowned

Theodore H. H. Harris

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD, MASON

CO. Sympathetic citizens north and south of the
Ohio River who treasured the ideals of a free soci

ety began to organize a movement that became
known as the Underground Railroad. Mason Co.
was one of the earlier supporters of publicantislav
ery societies and the Underground Railroad. As
early as July 1818, the Maysville Eagle advertised a
meeting of the supporters of the Maysville Aboli
tion Society in Mason Co.
Church congregations in Mason Co. also as
sisted fugitive slaves with either food or clothing.
The congregation of the Minerva Baptist Church,
built by Lewis Craig in 1793, was one of these. The
Minerva Baptists split over the slavery issue in the
early 1800s, because some members supported
the gradual emancipation of slaves, while others,
as abolitionists, called for the immediate end to

slavery.
Many church associations in the area ap
proved of the African Colonization movement
founded in 1816 in Washington, D.C. Residents
Rev. John T. Edgar, Adam Beatty, James Morris,
and other well-educated men were early mem
bers of the movement in Maysville. Although the
original African Colonization Society founded
in Maysville did not survive very long, there was
later a resurgence of colonization activities, as in
dicated in the Western Colonizationist on May
27, 1839. This advertisement called for a coloniza

tion meeting to be held on that date in Maysville
at the Methodist Church.

According to Mason Co. oral tradition, there

13, 1838, of enticing slaves from Mason Co. who
were owned by William Greathouse. While await
ing trial, Mahan had to spend several months in
the deplorable Maysville jail and over time became
weak in body and mind. Fearing his death, Judge
Walter Reid finally held his trial, announcing a
lengthy verdict of guilty. Mahan was fined nearly
$2,000, which he borrowed from William Dunlap
of Ripley in order to pay the fine. With his health in
dire condition and his spirit broken, the freed Ma
John P. Parker, a freed slave living in Ripley,
Ohio, was perhaps the most active conductor of
enslaved Africans in Mason Co. from the decade

her into Ohio. In 1849James Blackburn, a free man

of the 1850s through the Civil War. According to
his interview with newspaperman Frank Gregg,
Parker's working area was “a strip of land along the
southern boundary of the free states, which prior
to the Civil War could be truthfully called the bor
derland.... It broadened out to a breadth of fifty
miles or more.... Every night of the year saw fugi
tives singly or in groups, making their way to the
northern country." During Parker's daring forays,
he was supplied with information from his “Grape
vine Dispatch" network of allies regarding a large
party of runaway slaves from Central Kentucky
who were lost and without a guide. By word of
mouth, Parker relayed the circumstances of the
party to an unidentified white man in Kentucky
who agreed to row Parker across the Ohio River

of color living in Mason Co., enticed a girl slave,
Frances, the property of William Bradford, to leave
for Ohio. Blackburn was found guilty in a trial in
August 1850, and the jury recommended that he
be confined in the Kentucky State Penitentiary in
Frankfort for a term of nine years. The court set

han returned to Ohio, where he soon died.

and take him to another conductor. When the

white man reached a predetermined location,
Parker was startled at the hooting of owls, which
he came to find out was another unnamed conduc

tor hiding in an old cabin about eight miles south
of the river. Parker described this man as an “In

cannotbefoundamongthearchivesatthe Maysville

dian" in the woods, “Indian-like" in his manner in

courthouse. The earliest conductors mentioned

slaves might have been secreted. The mansion had
several owners before 1865, and oral tradition sug
gests that an owner of this house was providing a

traversing the land quickly and silently. According
to Gregg's transcript, the last encounter that Parker
had with slave owners was his rescue of a young
couple and their infant child from the house of
James Shroufe (a worker at his foundry) at South
Ripley, Ky., across from Parker's Ohio home on
Ripley's riverbank. Again, Parker was successful in
bringing the family out of slavery, even though the
pursuing ownershot at him.
Working with Rev. John Rankin of Ripley, and
perhaps with John Parker, was a young slave con

safe area. On Fourth St., near an area where free

ductor from western Mason Co. Arnold Gragston

persons of color lived, is the Bierbower house,
which was owned by carriage-makers Frederick
and Jonathan Bierbower. Compelling accounts
from Bierbower family members and from former
resident Chris Maher suggest that slaves were se

(1840–1938) was owned by John "Jack"Tabb, whose

ton St. also contains concealed areas in which

creted in the lower level of the house.

Abolitionists sometimes perpetuated their be
liefs even after death, as seen in the 150 or so eman

cipation records found in the Mason Co. willbooks.
In most accounts, money and livestock were the as
sets granted, and at times the wills stipulated that

means of flight from the lash of the slave owners'
whips—the Underground Railroad."
Sometimes information about the early con
ductors was mentioned only in a single court en
try, and their stories were not published in national
abolitionist journals. One such case occurred in
1834 when Benjamin Gooch (or Googe) was
brought before the Mason Co. Court and charged
with enticing a female slave, Susan, the property of
Mary Morrison. He was indicted for aiding slave
Mary in her escape from her owner and spiriting

were abolitionists and conductors whose records

in the writings of Levi Coffin of Cincinnati were
members of the Lightfoot family and an unnamed
barber living in Maysville. In nearby Washington,
the Paxton Inn was often reported to have been a
temporary refuge for freedom-seekers. In down
town Maysville, the Phillip's Folly mansion on Sut

at the Ohio River's edge. He estimated that he
might have rescued as many as 300 slaves in a pe
riod of four years. The October 6, 1938, Bracken
Chronicle in Ky commemorated Gragston's con

aside his sentence. However, this new verdict was

overruled, the prisoner was again judged guilty,
and he was remanded to serve nine years in the
penitentiary.
Shortly after the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 was
enacted, John Davis, a free man of color who was

living in Maysville, persuaded a slave woman,
Tabby, to leave her lawful owner, John Gabby. In
1853 Charles, a free Negro, was indicted on a charge
of enticing slaves away from their owner. The case
was continued to the April court term of 1856, and
bond was supplied for Charles by Thomas C. New
comb. In the April 1856 trial, Charles did not ap
pear and forfeited the bond paid by Newcomb.
Another case in 1856 involved George Williams, a
free man of color, who was charged in Mason Co.
with enticing slaves to escape and assisting them in
their escape. These slaves were the property of
Dr. James E. McDowell. Williams was found guilty
and sentenced to 15 years in the Kentucky State
Penitentiary. A new trial was granted, but the re
cord of its outcome is not available. The next year,
in 1857, Charles, a free Negro, was charged with
feloniously attempting to persuade and entice a
Negro woman slave named Cordelia, the property
of James Patton. Again, records do not reveal the
outcome of the case. Benjamin Stokes, a free man

of color, was prosecuted in 1858 for enticing the
slaves of J. B. Pepper to leave his property. Two
Negro boys escaped from Pepper on October 10,

farm was in Mason Co. on Walton Pk. An account

1858, and John Sutherland witnessed the scene.

by Gragston provides a strong image of the dan
gers he faced: "I don't know how I ever rowed the
boat across that river. The current was so strong,
and I was trembling. I couldn't see a thing in the
dark, but Ripley, Ohio, always meant freedom for
slaves, if I could get to that light." Gragston stated
that after his escape he resided in Ohio and would

Stokes was spotted in a skiffon the Ohio River near
Beasley's eddy with two or three other Negro men,
matching the descriptions of Pepper's fugitive
slaves. Their skiff was found pulled up on Ripley's
bank with footprints leading north. Stokes was
brought to trial with the evidence overwhelmingly
pointing to a guilty verdict, but information about

often hide freedom-seekers in barns before cross

the final outcome or sentence has not come to

ing the fields east of Dover, Ohio, to a skiffhidden

light.
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One of the most unusual enticing trials in
Mason Co. involved John G. Fee's colporteur, Wil
liam Haines, who was sponsored by the American
Missionary Association. Officially, Haines was ac
cused of enticing a slave woman, Hannah, and her
children, belonging to Hezekiah Jenkins. Haines
admitted under oath that he had encountered and

spoken with a black man and asked the man ques
tions as to how a person could obtain a skiff and
where to obtain alikely route across the river.
While awaiting trial, Haines succumbed to a
serious case of diarrhea and was undergreat men
tal and physical stress. When Fee visited Haines,
Fee was attacked by one of his neighbors with a
club so brutally that one of the blows to Fee's head
broke the club. Fee was temporarily almost blinded
and enveloped with blood, and shortly afterward
his home was burned. The jury voted in Hainess
favor and found him not guilty.
Abolitionist Rev. Elisha Green of Maysville
was a minister to the enslaved and free people of
color in north central Kentucky and had estab

lished Baptist churches in several towns, including
Maysville and Paris, Ky. He was able to travel to his
congregations because his owner had issued him
a "pass" allowing him to travel on the train. The
Dobyns and Warder families in Mason Co. owned
Green, but when he was enslaved as a child in Paris,

he had witnessed slave coffles walking to the infa
mous auction sales in Lexington. Green's only son
was kidnapped into a coffle at Blue Lick Springs in
Kentucky at age nine. Although Green quickly ar
ranged in Maysville to secure the money necessary
to meet the slave trader's demands, the cofile had
moved on before Green could return, and Green

never saw his son again. Several months after the
Civil War ended in 1865, Green was indicted in

Mason Co. Circuit Court for “harboring a fugi
tive." In fact, the fugitive he was hiding was his
daughter, who was in danger of being sold. Since
the war's ending did not prohibit the sale of slaves
in Kentucky, the owner was within his legal rights.
Green was found not guilty, however, and was able
to secure a home for his third daughter. He had
previously purchased his two other daughters and
his wife and had provided the bond to emancipate
them.

Strict slave laws, enforced by inhumane slave
catchers and bounty hunters, once made it neces
sary for persons seeking freedom to avoid arrest by
temporarily fleeing to Ohio and Canada. For in
stance, several freed females in Mason Co. were

kidnapped and placed on the slave market in
nearby Lexington. James McMillen was the slave
agent in Mason Co. for Louis Robard and was sus
pected of these outrageous deeds. In the August
30, 1851, edition of the Maysville Eagle, an article
described the kidnapping of Negroes from Ab
erdeen, Ohio, and their transportation across the
Ohio River to the Maysville jail. Although Ab
erdeen citizens tried to intervene, the individuals

kidnapped were quickly sent to Lexington and the
slave market.
Thousands of enslaved Africans in Mason Co.

and the surrounding Kentucky counties were not
able to escape to freedom and were thereby sen

tenced to a life of bare subsistence or constant

threats that they would be sold “down South."Nev

ertheless, men and women of strong courage con
tinued to press toward the North, and some of
them eventually found liberty.
Green, Elisha. Life of the Rev. Elisha W. Green. 1888.
http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/greenew/greenew
.html (accessed April 2, 2006). Part of the Docu
menting the American South series.
Hagedorn, Ann. Beyond the River: The Untold Story
of the Heroes of the Underground Railroad. New
York: Simon and Schuster, 2002.

Mason Co. Circuit Court Judgments and Order
Books, Maysville, Ky.
Mason Co. Clerk Will Book, Maysville, Ky.
Sprague, Stuart Seely, ed. His Promised Land: The
Autobiography of John P. Parker, Former Slave

and Conductor on the Underground Railroad.
New York: W. W. Norton, 1996.
Caroline R. Miller

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS. Sight

ings in Northern Kentucky of Unidentified Flying
Objects (UFOs) have been reported over the years
and continue in the present. A UFO, according to
U.S. Air Force Regulation 80-17, is “any aerial phe
nomenon or object which is unknown or appears
to be out of the ordinary to the observer." Though a
manual at the U.S. Air Force Academy several de
cades ago stated that reports concerning UFOs
may extend back 47,000 years, giving credence to
the topic, the subject exploded publicly after two
events. Kenneth Arnold saw nine "flying saucers”
while piloting a small plane near Mount Rainer,
Wash., on June 24, 1947. And on July 8, 1947, Lt.
Walter Haut stated in a press release that the 509th
Bomb Group at the Roswell Army Air Base in New
Mexico had recovered a crashed "flying disc." The
press release was initially rescinded by an official
announcement that the "disc"wasactually a weather
balloon, but years later, many former military per
sonnel at Roswell protested that an alien-piloted
UFO had in fact crashed. Since then, tens of thou

sands of sightings have been reported annually all
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Suddenly, the lighted object appeared in front of
their car. They drove forward, and as it hovered
over them they noticed that it had a triangular

shape with lights on the corners. Looking through
the sunroof of their vehicle, the couple saw the
lights change into different patterns of red, blue,

and yellow. They drove on and lost sight of it. Al
though these reports are often ridiculed, Stanford
University physicist Peter Sturrock notes that sci
entists who investigate UFOs invariably become
more interested, a fact suggesting that UFOs merit
serious study. Indeed, although UFOs may be
anomalous phenomena from Earth, the philoso
phy of science indicates that science cannot ex
clude visits of alien-piloted UFOs. Since the his

tory of science reveals that scientific theories change
over time, the current theories discounting travel
through many light years of space-time may well
be superseded by future theories that are more
friendly to the possibility.
National UFO Reporting Center: State Report Index
for KY. www.nuforc.org/webreports/ndxlKY.html
(accessed November 23, 2005).

Sturrock, Peter. The UFO Enigma: A New Review of
the Physical Evidence. New York: Aspect, 2000.
Trundle, Robert, Is ET Here? No Politically but Yes
Scientifically and Theologically. Victoria, B.C.,
Canada: Eccenova Editions, 2005.

Wickramasinghe, Chandra, and Fred Hoyle, “The
Unity of Cosmic Life and the Inevitability of
Evolved Life Forms." In The Search for Extrater

restrial Intelligence in the Optical Spectrum III,
SPIE Proceedings of the 2nd International Confer
ence on Optical SETI, Vol.4273-01, 2001.
Robert Trundle

UNION. Located near the geographic center of
Boone Co., along U.S. 42, the city of Union is
3 miles from the Florence Mall, 18 miles from
Cincinnati, and 10 miles from the Cincinnati/

Northern Kentucky International Airport.
It is a predominantly residential community of

single-family homes and small agricultural estates
today. In 1969 the area of the city was one square

16, 1999; to a formation of diamond-shaped craft

mile, and it has grown to approximately three
square miles.
One of the earliest settlements in the county,
Union may have existed as early as the late 1700s.
Early settlers moved up from the Ohio River, or
came via the Cumberland Gap from Culpepper
Co., Va. They traveled the old buffalo trace that
went from Northern Kentucky, through Union,
into Central Kentucky. This was the first road that
brought people to Union. Those coming from Vir
ginia were predominantly of German descent. Many
of these settlers acquired their land either from a
land speculator named Humphrey Marshall or as a
result of Revolutionary War grants. Building
materials for the early homes were stone, logs, or

witnessed in Alexandria on December 11, 2000; to

home-fired brick.

over the world. Many Northern Kentuckians have

been especially interested in UFOs because they
live only about 50 miles from Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base in Fairborn, Ohio, where the debris

of the alleged Roswell UFO was purportedly sent.
Moreover, Kentucky Air National Guard captain
Thomas Mantell died on January 7, 1948, when his
P-51 Mustang crashed near Franklin after he re
ported closing in on a “metallic object” of "tremen
dous size” traveling at approximately 180 miles per
hour.

The UFOs reported in Northern Kentucky
range from a cylindrical craft with light formations
on its sides, observed in Owenton on November

a more detailed description in another incident. A
man stated that on August 29, 2004, he and his
girlfriend were driving near Corinth when they

saw a bright light traverse the horizon in about 10
seconds. The object stopped, mysteriously dropped
a "dark bundle,” and moved quickly toward them.

The first recorded landowners were Jacob

Fowler and a Revolutionary War soldier named
Hugh Steers. Steers was an Irish immigrant who
used Revolutionary War money to buy his land
from Fowler, then later married Fowler's daughter.
Steers and his wife were buried at what is today the
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18th green of the Lassing Pointe Golf Course. He
donated land for the Bethel Baptist Church on
Frogtown Rd.
By the early 1800s, much of the land that now
lies in Union was owned by the Fowler family.
Fowler's son was Benjamin Piatt Fowler, who built
a Federal stylestonehouse on his land around 1817.
The Fowler house, in later years sometimes called
the Smith house, has walls that are 22 inches or

more thick. It was built of limestone quarried from
a nearby creek. In 1863 Gen. John Hunt Morgan
spent sometime at the Fowler home, after escaping
from the penitentiary at Columbus, Ohio, with the
assistance of W. P. Corbin. Morgan spent the night
at Corbin's home, accompanied by Capt. Thomas
H. Hines, during his escape through Big Bone
Lickback to Confederate forces in Tennessee.
It has been recorded that Union was estab

lished as early as 1833, but existing documentation
shows that Union was officially incorporated as a
city in 1838. One source claims that Union was in
corporated in 1871 but that the charter lapsed and
was reactivated around 1976. The Kentucky secre
tary of state has 1854 as the date of incorporation.
The community may have been named Union be
cause it was a connection point between the city of
Florence and Big Bone Lick. Or perhaps the name
Union was chosen because of the junction of Old
Louisville Rd, with Visalia–Big Bone Rd. Various
sources disagree on the origin of the name. Salt
was manufactured at Big Bone Lick during the
early 1800s and brought to Union for distribution
to other area settlements. Union was designated as
a U.S. post office in 1830, and as early as 1850,
Union had one store, two churches, a doctor, and a

population of 50.
The local Lake atlas of 1883, which was pub
lished from actual surveys under the direction of
B. N. Griffing, lists these business references: one
attorney, a blacksmith, a magistrate, three school
teachers, one painter, one dealer in general mer
chandise, one dealer in dry goods, groceries, and a
livestock dealer. A bank was built at Union in 1905,

and a large, two-story general store was located on

was struggling to survive, and its only chance was
the consolidation. Active today, the Boone Lodge
has a membership of around 170.
One of the few arboretums in the common

wealth of Kentucky is located at Central Park in
Union. The Boone Co. Arboretum has the distinc

tion of being the nation's first arboretum within an
active recreational park setting. It is open daily
from dawn to dusk year round and contains more
than 2,700 trees and shrubs. One can see special
ized arrangements of plant families and observe
selections rarely seen by the public. To ensure that
the plants thrive in even the worst of droughts,
there is a 41,000-linear-foot computerized irriga
tion system. The arboretum encompasses 121 acres
and has more than two miles of paved walking
trails, winding through the various plant collec
tions, woodland settings, and athletic fields. Three
informational kiosks containing horticultural in
formation are located at the main trail entrances.

Special attractions at the arboretum include the
children's garden, a wildlife viewing area in the
Native Kentucky Prairie, and a woodland walking
trail. Throughout the year, various classes and pro
grams are offered for all age groups, and many of
the county extension horticulture classes are
taught at the arboretum. Union is also home to Big
Bone Lick State Park, a 547-acre park.
During the early 1900s, Union was unable to
field a slate of officers to serve as a legislative body,
and the official corporation lapsed. In 1969 agroup
of citizens felt that the time was right to reincorpo
rate, and the modern City of Union was born. In
2005 Union moved up from a fifth- to a fourth
class city. In 1970 the official population figure for
the city was 233; a 1990 census showed a popula
tion of 1,001; and by 2000 it had increased to 2,893,
making Union the second-largest incorporated
city in Boone Co. The current population is pre
dominantly between the ages of 18 and 64 and al
most equally divided between male and female.

formed (Calvinists). In 1817 the northern German

kingdom of Prussia, home to many German Prot
estants, forced the union of the Lutheran and Re

formed churches. German Protestant immigrants
to Northern Kentucky were therefore accustomed
to a mixture of Evangelical and Reformed tradi
tions and often formed congregations together.
This is evidenced by the history of a number of
German immigrant congregations in Northern
Kentucky that eventually aligned themselves with
the United Church of Christ; St. John United

Church of Christ in Newport, founded in 1847
as the First German Protestant Evangelical Church;
St. Paul Christian Church, Fort Wright (with
drew from the UCC in 1998; now Disciples of
Christ), organized in 1847 as St. Paul German
Evangelical Church; St. Paul's United Church
of Christ, Alexandria, opened in 1850 as an evan
gelical congregation; Grace United Church of
Christ, Covington, established in 1862 as the
Evangelical Reformed Church of Covington, Ken
tucky, St. Paul United Church of Christ, Day
ton, conceived in 1863 as an evangelical congrega
tion; St. John's Community Church, Wilder,
begun in 1876 as St. John's Evangelical Protestant
Church (withdrew from the UCC in May 1975);
St. John United Church of Christ, Bellevue,

founded in 1887 as the St. John Evangelical Protes
tant Church of Bellevue; and Immanuel United

Church of Christ, Bromley, established in 1894
as the German Reformed Church of Bromley, Ky.
Many of these churches are still operating, as well
as other United Church of Christ congregations
such as St. Mark in the Latonia neighborhood of
Covington, Christ Church in Fort Thomas, and St.

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.

Paul in Fort Thomas.

U.S. Census Bureau. “American FactFinder. DataSet.

Gunnemann, Louis H. The Shaping of the United
Church of Christ: An Essay in the History of
American Christianity. New York: United Church

the corner of Mount Zion Rd. and what later be

came U.S. 42. Across the street from the general
store was a drugstore; the village blacksmith was
around the corner from the bank, and nearby was
a flourishing creamery.
One of the oldest organizations in Union is
Boone Union Lodge No. 304, which was organized
on September 1, 1854. According to the lodge's
charter, the first master was W. H. Riley. However,
according to the records of the lodge, William
Wilkie was its first master. It is believed that Riley
helped organize the lodge and served as master for
a time, and Wilkie finished out the year. V. Dick

German Protestant immigrants to Northern
Kentucky were typically Lutherans or Reformed.
This was a consequence of some important his
torical events in what is present-day Germany. In
1648 the Peace of Westphalia, ending the Thirty
Years War, recognized three religious groups: Ro
man Catholics, Lutherans (Evangelical), and Re

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SF1) 100-Percent
Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
July 28, 2006).
Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons

to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky. Boone Co. Bi
centennial Book Committee, 1998.

Bruce Ferguson and Gail Chastang

Press, 1977.

United Church of Christ. www.ucc.org (accessed June
3, 2007).
Paul A. Tenkotte

UNITED MINISTRIES OF NORTHERN
KENTUCKY. The United Ministries of Northern

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST. The United

Kentucky, formerly Erlanger-Elsmere United Min
istries, is a nonprofit social service agency staffed

erson was the first senior warden, while A. Stansi

Church of Christ is a popular Christian denomina
tion in the urban areas of Covington and Newport,
primarily owing to the large number of German
immigrants who settled there. Nationwide, the

ferserved asjuniorwarden that first year. The lodge

United Church of Christ resulted from the 1957

suffered much from the effects of the Civil War,

merger of two denominations, the Evangelical and

serves up to 300 families each month. A local min
isterial association opened the agency in 1983 as a
food pantry, and its services have expanded over

since at the time it was still trying to become estab

Reformed Church and the Congregational Chris
tian Church. The Evangelicaland Reformed Church,
which was well represented in Northern Kentucky
before 1957, was itself the outcome of a 1934 merger

the holidays, many families count on United Min
istries for Thanksgiving dinners, Christmas din
ners, and Christmas gifts for children. On-site lit

of the Reformed Church in the United States and

eracy and family support programs, along with

the Evangelical Synod of North America.

GED classes and budgeting/mortgage workshops,

lished. There were three years during the war when
no report was listed with the Grand Lodge and no
master was elected in 1861, 1862, or 1864. In the

late 1930s, the Boone Lodge consolidated with the
Hamilton Lodge No. 354. The Hamilton Lodge

by nearly 70 volunteers that provides emergency
aid to local residents in need. The agency currently

time to include help with rent and utilities. During

URBAN LEARNING CENTER

encourage clients to develop their independence.
Originally operating exclusively in the Erlanger
Elsmere area, the agency has expanded its opera
tions and now serves all of southern Kenton and

Boone counties. In 1996, after years of borrowing
and renting space from local churches, United
Ministries built a new facility at 525 Graves Ave. in
Erlanger. A rift between the founding volunteers
and the board of directors prompted the board to
close the doors of the agency in December 1998. It
reopened in April 1999, minus the founding vol

unteers, who formed a separate local group, the
United Christian Volunteers. Grants, donations,

and fundraisers help to keep the United Minis
tries of Northern Kentucky going. A thrift shop
operates out of the basement of the agency's build
ing three mornings per week. Selling donated items
at reasonable prices, the thrift shop serves a dual
purpose: it is the agency's biggest fundraiser, and it
provides an affordable place for low-income fami
lies to shop.
Croyle, William. “Help to Needy Expands with Thrift
Shop Shopping with Dignity—and More Often,"

quently acquired other card firms, including New
York Consolidated Cards, makers of Bee Playing
Cards, which are still manufactured by USPC.
USPC has been making its famous Bicycle playing
cards since 1885. It also produces Aviator and
Hoyle playing cards.
In 1900 USPC moved to a new facility on 30
acres of land in Norwood, Ohio, a plant that eventu
ally comprised more than 600,000 square feet. The
Norwood headquarters also housed radio station
WSAI. Owned by USPC from 1922 until 1930,
WSAI with itsstrongsignalbroadcastbridgelessons
nationwide. During World War II, the company
made parachutes for bombs, as well as playing-card
decks that were sent to Americans in German

prisoner-of-war camps; the prisoners could moisten
and peel apart the cards to find maps of escape
routes. From the 1960s until the 1980s, USPC was

itselfacquired by other owners. In 1994 USPC man
agers and local investors purchased the firm. In July
2008 USPC announced that it was moving its head
quarters and 500 jobs to a 570,000-square-foot facil
ity, formerly occupied by the Gap Inc., in the Mine
ola Industrial Park in Boone Co.

KE, May 12, 2004, C2.

Kreimer, Peggy. “Split Agencies Share Mission: The
Poor," KP, July 17, 1999, HK.

Laura Schaefer

The United States Playing Card Company. “United
States Playing Card Company History." www.us
playingcard.com/history.html (accessed August
10, 2008).

UNITED

STATES. The steamboat

United

States, owned by the U.S. Mail Line, was built in
1865 by Johnson, Morton & Company, Cincinnati.
It was 294 feet long and had a 40-foot beam and a
6.5-foot-deep hold; it operated on the Ohio River
between Louisville and Cincinnati, along with its
sister boat the America, with which the United
States collided on December 4, 1868, in one of the

most fiery steamboat disasters on record. Capt.
David Whitten, original master of the United
States, had left the boat and was replaced by vet
eran captain Richard M. Wade on September 17,
1868, less than three months before the accident.

Owen Co., Ky., native author Alfred Cobb was on
board the United States that fateful night; he sur
vived and wrote about it in his 1890 work Liffy
Leman or Thirty Years in the Wilderness.
Certificate of Enrollment, Str. United States, April
10, 1868, Life on the Ohio River History Museum,
Vevay, Ind.

Change of Master certificate, Port of Cincinnati, Dis
trict of Mississippi, George W. Neff, Surveyor of
Customs, September 17, 1868, Life on the Ohio
River History Museum, Vevay, Ind.

Barbara Huffman
UNITED STATES PLAYING CARD COM

PANY. The world largest manufacturer of playing
cards and supplier to casinos worldwide, the
United States Playing Card Company began in
Cincinnati in 1867 as Russell, Morgan & Com
pany, primarily a printer of circus and theatrical
posters. In 1881 the company began to manufac
ture playing cards; in 1891 it was renamed the
United States Printing Company; in 1894 the
playing-card division became the United States
Playing Card Company (USPC). USPC subse

Van Benschoten, Amanda. “U.S. Playing Card Mov
ing to N.Ky." KE, July 9, 2008, Al.
Paul A. Tenkotte

UNITY BAPTIST CHURCH. The Unity Bap.
tist Church in Pendleton Co. was organized in
spring 1817 by Rev. Christian Tomlin, who was
also a physician. It was located on Haw Lick
Branch, a tributary of the Middle Fork of Grassy
Creek. The first building was a hewed-log struc
ture. In 1844 that building was disassembled and
moved about 300 or 400 yards from its first loca
tion. The second church building was next to the
Unity graveyard on the main Middle Fork of
Grassy Creek. In August 1860, when the Critten
den Baptist Association was organized, it was re
ported that the Unity Baptist Church had 33 mem
bers and that the church was represented in the
association by J. Tomlin, W. Tomlin, and T. Mor
ris. Asa Tomlin was one of the church's earlier

preachers. The church was moved again about
1888. The original logs were used to construct the
church's third building on land donated by Mary
Agnes Detmus, widow of William McMillian. The
site was on the ridge of Jagg Rd., later called Unity.
In 1914 the log church was demolished and the
present frame church building was built. In 1975
this church closed. It reopened on October 18,
1981, when a contingent of 77 worshipers from the
Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church met there in search
of a new church home. There were 121 interested

persons gathered for the first Sunday service, with
4 former members present. At the April 1984 busi
ness meeting, the church voted to erect a new
building next to the old church. It was dedicated
on August 10, 1986. Today the old building is used
for Sunday school and meetings.
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Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend

leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. ſca.
1994].
Mildred Belew

URBAN

LEARNING CENTER. Northern

Kentucky's Urban Learning Center (ULC) is a
unique program developed to bring the campuses
of the three local postsecondary educational insti
tutions into the urban core. In the mid-1990s,

through the Forward Quest visioning process, a

group of civic leaders studied Northern Kentucky's
urban communities and found that although a
more educated population was going to be needed
in modern times, none of the postsecondary insti
tutions offered classes that urban residents could

easily attend. Thus, the ULC was established to
make postsecondary education accessible for this
underserved population in Northern Kentucky.
The ULC is an educational partnership among
Forward Quest, the Center for Great Neighbor
hoods of Covington, Northern Kentucky
University, Thomas More College, Gateway
Community and Technical College, Coving
ton Independent Schools, Newport and Dayton
Independent Public Schools, and the Scripps How
ard Foundation. Through the cooperation of these
partners, the program has overcome traditional
bureaucratic barriers to deliver flexible, responsive
educational programming for the “hard-to-serve"
and "high risk" urban population. The partners
are committed to using their resources in whatever
ways necessary to meet student needs.
The ULC's innovative program eliminates the
four most significant barriers that adult students
experience in pursuing postsecondary education:
lacks in the areas of finances, childcare, transporta
tion, and self-confidence. To overcome the finan
cial barrier, the most common one, courses are of
fered at the low cost of $10 each. Furthermore, in

some cases students may borrow textbooks for
their courses at no charge through the Kenton
Co. Public Library. Because many students have
young children and do not have access to consistent
child care that they can afford, the ULC provides
on-site child care at no cost, utilizing the services

and expertise of the Chapman Child Development
Center. The care is both nurturing and develop
mental, thus extending the impact of the program
beyond the parents. The ULC classes are offered in
locations that have good access to public transpor
tation: the familiar settings of public schools and
the newly opened Urban Learning Center build
ings, owned by the Covington Independent Schools
and adjacent to Holmes High School. To bolster
ULC students' self-confidence, the instructors and

staffendeavor to make every student successful, of
fering support, encouragement, advice, and knowl
edge in every encounter with students.
ULC students regularly make the transition to
the campuses of the center's partner institutions,
earning degrees or certificates. Some have earned
certificates at ULC urban locations and have ob

tained training that has helped them secure better
jobs, thus providing Northern Kentucky with a
more educated and skilled workforce.
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“Adults Find New Option for College,” KE, May 1,
2001, Bł.

“Learning Center Celebrating Successes,” KP, May 6,
2002, IK.

“Quest Plan Puts College within Reach,” KP, Decem
ber 26, 1997, 1K.

ner from Cincinnati. Segoe had worked on the 1925
Comprehensive Plan for Cincinnati, the first such
plan for a major city in the United States. Duly im
pressed, Covington's city leaders hired Segoe in
1929 to coordinate zoning and later gave him the
title of city planner. The City of Covington com

that there was something inherently wrong with
cities. High crime, race riots, dilapidated build
ings, and out-of-control abuse of drugs were too
much for even the most optimistic urban booster.
The best way to save cities, it was believed by ur

missioned Segoe to create a master plan for the city,

friendly by addingparking and streets. The NKAPC
plan suggested clearing out dozens of city blocks
in the Central Business District of Covington,
from Western Ave. to Greenup St. and south to
Eighth St. NKAPC cited the success of the Inter
nal Revenue Service building in Covington as a
means of saving the city. Other areas were to be
cleared as well, including a large section of the
city's Eastside neighborhood. A similar plan came
out in 1971, with the publication of the OKI Re
gional Transportation and Development Plan.
The 1971 plan called for a rapid expansion of the
region's highway system, including an outer loop
through central Boone, Kenton, and Campbell
counties and a freeway along the Covington and
Newport riverfronts. Mass-transit options were
barely discussed in the report except for increas
ing some bus routes, and there was no provision
for rail-based commuting.
Both NKAPC and OKI learned many lessons
from their initial foray into urban planning. In its
1981 plan, Transportation 2000, OKI goes so far as
to say that its initial approach was wrong: “Devel
oped in an era of major highway construction and
declining mass transit usage, the plan was based
on the assumption that automobiles would con
tinue to be the predominant form of travel and
that gasoline would be inexpensive and plentiful."
Both organizations have labored in recent years to
find more options for mass transit, pedestrians, bi
cycles, and mixed-use development. Light-rail and
passenger-rail systems became the darlings of both
organizations for sometime.
By 1993, with new federal regulations in place,

ban planners, wastomake them more automobile

Samples, Karen. “Older College Students Learn from
Instructors," KE, December 10, 1998, B1.

Meg Winchell

which he completed by 1932 and which has been a
model for planning in middle-sized cities through
out Kenton Co. He and his Cincinnati firm were

URBAN PLANNING. The science of city plan

ning dates back to the Progressive era of U.S. his
tory. Northern Kentucky has played an important
role in urban planning, particularly in Ladislas
Segoe's 1932 city plan for Covington, long consid
ered a national model. While planning has oc
curred in various forms for as long as cities have
existed, modern, comprehensive urban planning
was the brainchild of reform-minded citizens in

the early 20th century. Early pioneers in this field
included Frederick Law Olmsted, planner of New
York City's Central Park and the famous “White
City” of the 1893 World Fairin Chicago. Olmsted's
view was of a neat and orderly city, full of green
space and classical architecture.
Until the 1920s, city planning was left to elected
officials. As the “Gilded Age" of political corruption
led to grassroots reform movements during the
Progressive era, the notion of professional urban
planners became reality. Before these professionals
arrived, some very interesting possibilities were
discussed. The years 1872 and 1873 saw the debate
over a proposal to merge Kenton and Campbell
counties and merge all of the cities in these counties
into one large government. One reason cited for the
proposal's failure was that it would cause individual
local politicians to lose their influence.
Locally, two types of organizations were at the
forefront of urban planning. Temporary groups
were often set up in the cities in Northern Ken
tucky to face a specific problem or need. In 1922,
fed up with the ever-increasing number of bill
boards, the citizens of Campbell Co. formed the
County Planning Association and were lauded for
their achievements by 1923. However, the group
did not stay together, and by 1931 there was a
clamor for a zoning board in the county. Decisions
were often made either by elected officials or by
local real estate associations who could persuade
their members to adhere to decisions made.

The other type of organization was a permanent
group, made up of professionals with expertise in
fields related to city expansion, who made recom
mendations to elected officials. The best example of
this type was the Covington Planning and Zoning
Commission, a citizens' group born out of the Cov
ington Betterment League. Formed in 1924, the
commission was charged with making recommen
dations on the merits and pitfalls of proposed de
velopments in Covington as well as initiating pro
posals for large-scale development in the city.
Harvey Myers Jr., president of the Northern Ken
tucky Good Roads Association, was chosen to head
the commission. The member with the most lasting
impact on Covington's Planning and Zoning Com
mission was Ladislas Segoe, an engineer and plan

subsequently hired by dozens of Kenton Co. cities
and towns to create similar plans. Segoe planned an
integrated city, one in which transportation worked
in concert with business, recreation, and educa

tional opportunities.
Comprehensive urban planning took a back
seat to the Great Depression and World War II
during most of the 1930s and 1940s. Partly because
so much destruction had been wrought on Euro
pean cities and partly because the Progressive era's
steam was running out for city planning, new ideas
sprang up in urban planning. On one end of the
spectrum was Mary Emery, who built her own
dream village just north of the Lunken Municipal
Airport, east of Cincinnati, and named it Marie
mont. Convinced that urban planners had led the
citizenry down the wrong path by trying to save
the inner cities, Emery built her town based on a
small New England community, complete with a
town crier. The village was incorporated in 1941.
On the other end was Franklin Roosevelt's concept
of Greenbelt Communities, which called for creat

ing a village that would be completely surrounded
by parks and other green spaces. Only three Green
belt Communities were built, including Green
hills, just north of Cincinnati. Although this type
ofplanning was not evident in Northern Kentucky,
its remnants were felt when planning resumed in
Northern Kentucky.
Comprehensive urban planning in Northern
Kentucky started again in full force in the 1960s,
with government mandates replacing citizen initia
tives. The Commonwealth of Kentucky authorized
the creation of the Northern Kentucky Area
Planning Commission (NKAPC) in 1961, “to

prepare and assist in the implementation of a com
prehensive plan for all incorporated and unincor
porated areas.” The NKAPC and the Northern Ken
tucky Area Development District, which focused on
economic development, were the two state agencies
in the Northern Kentucky region. The passage ofthe
Federal Aid Highway Act of 1962 required any met
ropolitan area of more than 50,000 people to have a
coordinated, comprehensive planning organization
that would serve the entire region. Out of that act
came OKI, the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional
Council of Governments. OKI's mandate was to

"conduct a continuing, comprehensive and coordi
nated process for the development of transportation
improvement projects."
The first attempt at planning in this new envi
ronment came in 1967 with the publication of the
NKAPC's Comprehensive Plan for the City of
Covington. The plan was a fine example of mid
20th-century "anti-urban" planning. During the
late 1960s and 1970s, there was a profound belief

OKI and the NKAPC were forced to incorporate

alternative transportation methods even more
than before. In the OKI publication Managing
Mobility: Year 2010 Regional Transportation
Plan, the organization recommends not only im
proving highways but also “improving bus service
and developing rail transit." The NKAPC, under
state mandate to issue a comprehensive plan every
five years, expanded its focus in its 2006 plan.
Among the categories for which major goals have
been set are, along with traditional planning cate
gories such as transportation, housing, utilities,
and public space, more recent concerns like public
health and safety, cultural opportunities, educa
tion, and the environment.

Other similar planning organizations in Ohio
have been instrumental in developing long-range
plans that affect Northern Kentucky. The Port Au
thority of Cincinnati, the Cincinnati Center De
velopment Corporation, and Downtown Cincin
nati Inc. have kept Northern Kentucky in mind
when developing large-scale projects like the rede
velopment of Fountain Square, the Banks project,
and so forth.

Recently the trend in cutting-edge urban plan
ning has reverted to citizen-based organizations.

U.S. 127

In Northern Kentucky, Forward Quest, founded
in 1996 (see Forward Quest Inc./Vision 2015),

published a 44-point strategy to strengthen the
area by solidifying the urban core. Of the 44 pro
posals, the most interesting and controversial was
the SkyLoop, a public rapid-transit system that was
rejected by OKI in 2001. In 2005 Forward Quest
updated its initial strategy to reflect some of its
successes and overestimations, Called Vision 2015,
the initiative seeks to reinvent the nature and econ

omy of Northern Kentucky.
Covington Planning and Zoning Commission. Com
prehensive Plan for the City of Covington and
Environs. Cincinnati; L. Segoe, 1932.

Edelman, David J., and David J. Allor. “Ladislas Segoe
and the Emergence of the Professional Planning
Consultant,” Journal of Planning History 2, no. 1
(2003): 47–78.

Northern Kentucky Area Planning Commission.

owned the Falmouth Deposit Bank. In 1999 Star
Bank changed its name to Firstar. In the 1990s the
US Bank, after acquiring a number of banks in sev
eral states during the 1990s, purchased Firstar Bank
in Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky in 2000.
One of the Firstar branches acquired was the
old Peoples Liberty Bank and Trust of Covington,
at the corner of Sixth St. and Madison Ave. Ralph
Haile had served as president of that bank for 19
years. Haile lived on the East Side of Cincinnati but
had always been concerned about the health and
growth of Northern Kentucky. He was deeply in
volved in many local projects, including urban re
newal, the Covington Business Council, the Old
Town Plaza, the Riverside Condominiums, and

the Behringer-Crawford Museum. Haile also
donated $2 million toward construction of a hos

pice addition to the St. Elizabeth Medical Cen
ter in Edgewood, Ky.

Comprehensive Plan, City of Covington, Com

monwealth of Kentucky. Newport, Ky: Northern
Kentucky Area Planning Commission, 1967.
Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Govern
ments. Managing Mobility: Year 2010 Regional
Transportation Plan. Cincinnati: OKI, 1993.

Tenkotte, Paul A. "Adaptation to the Automobile and
Imitation of the Suburb. Covington, Kentucky's
1932 Plan as a Test Case of City Planning,” Journal
of Kentucky Studies 1 (July 1984): 155–70.
Chris Meiman

All Experts, “U.S. Bank Center." http://en.allexperts

.com (accessed April 11, 2007).
FindArticles. “New Bank Reviving First Wisconsin
Name." www.findarticles.com (accessed April 11,
Jack Wessling
U.S. 25/42. See Dixie Highway
U.S. 27. U.S. 27 (Alexandria Pk) was chartered in

bank merged with the Wisconsin National Bank
and changed its name to the First Wisconsin Na
tional Bank, which at the time was the largest bank
in Wisconsin. The bank became Firstar in 1988, as

Miami, Fla. The road was built in sections; for ex

it began expanding into other states. In 2000
Firstar merged with the US Bank in Minneapolis
and assumed the name US Bank. Corporate offices
were moved from Milwaukee to Minneapolis.

ample, the first leg in Campbell Co. was the 11.7
mile stretch between Youtsey's Hill near Alexan
dria and the Pendleton Co. boundary line. That
work began in May 1946. Unfortunately for some
towns, such as Alexandria in Campbell Co. and
Butler in Pendleton Co., the road bypassed their
central business districts. Out-of-state license plates
became commonplace. Today U.S. 27's northern
terminus is Fort Wayne, Ind.

ATMs in 35 states and Canada. In Northern Ken

tucky, the company has 25 banking offices, from
Maysville on the east to Carrollton on the west.
The bank began in 1853 as the Farmers and Millers
Bank of Milwaukee, Wis. It later took the name of
First National Bank of Milwaukee. In 1919 the

In 1987 the First National Bank of Cincinnati

changed its name to Star Bank and began expand
ing into Northern Kentucky. The president of First
National at the time was Oliver W. Waddell, who

had grown up in Falmouth, where his family had

For Northern Kentuckians, this was the road

that took them to college at the University of
Kentucky in Lexington and to fried chicken
meals in Cynthiana. For central Kentuckians,
this was the artery that led them to the nightlife
of Newport and the commerce of Cincinnati,
The highway has been graded, widened, straight
ened, and resurfaced. Cities sprang up along its
path, and commuting time has been shortened.
Monmouth St., the Newport Shopping Cen
ter, the Evergreen Cemetery, the Beverly
Hills Supper Club, the Highland Country
Club, Northern Kentucky University, Guys 'n
Dolls Nite Club, the Pike 27 Auto Theater, the

Spare Time Grill, A. J. Jolly Park, and the city of
Falmouth all are or were located along its corri
dor. Less important today with the arrival of the
interstates (I-75 and particularly I-471), U.S. 27
continues to handle increasing amounts of local
traffic along certain segments.
“Breaking Ground for New Road, KP May 25, 1946,2.
“Transfer Pikes," KP, July 22, 1922, 1.

2007).

1818 as the Newport and Cynthiana Turnpike, a
toll road designed, built, and owned by Gen. James
Taylor Jr. The oldest turnpike in Northern Ken
tucky, it quickly became the transportation spine
of both Campbell and Pendleton counties. Over
the years, many different toll companies were
formed to improve the highway. It ceased being a
toll road in 1922, when Brent Spence, with the
support of local automobile clubs and the Newport
Chamber of Commerce, found state money
($90,000) with which Campbell Co. was able to
purchase the turnpike. By 1928 the Alexandria Pk.
had become U.S. 27, a designated federal highway
eventually stretching from St. Ignace, Mich., to

US BANK. The U.S. Bancorp of Minneapolis,
Minn., is the sixth-largest commercial bank hold
ing company in the nation today. It operates about
2,500 banking offices and has approximately 5,000

909

U.S. 127. Today, U.S. 127 extends through four
states (Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee),
running from Grayling, Mich., to Chattanooga,
Tenn. In years past, this federally designated route
was somewhat longer. Generally speaking (except
where it coincides with U.S. 27 inside the city of
Cincinnati), it runs west of the much longer U.S.
27. It crosses the Ohio River into Covington via
the Clay Wade Bailey Bridge. In the Northern
Kentucky region, U.S. 127 runs through Kenton,
Boone, Gallatin, and Owen counties. South of the

Ohio River, it follows the Dixie Highway to Flor
ence and Union and on to Warsaw and Owenton,

before leaving Owen Co. for Frankfort, remaining
west of U.S. 27. The highway has been improved
(straightened and widened) in recent years be
tween Owenton and Frankfort. Its importance has
not diminished in the interstate era, in that it lies
between I-75 and I-65. U.S. 127 is best known for

its annual 450-mile yard sale, which lasts 10 days
each summer; people even come from foreign
countries to attend. There have been 18 of the yard
sales thus far, and the sale is being extended be
yond U.S. 127 into Alabama. The sale is billed as
the world's largest outdoor sale, and its promoters
say it proves that back roads have something to
offer.

127 Corridor. “World's Longest Yard Sale." www
.127sale.com (accessed June 20, 2007).

in Newport. A local militia unit was formed in
his honor at Newport. Known as the Van Voast
Light Guard, its members assisted in the enforce
ment of the law and the preservation of order in
the city.
Van Voast's career returned him to the West,

WAN VOAST, JAMES, GENERAL(b. Septem
ber 19, 1827, Schenectady, N.Y.; d. July 16, 1915,

and in April 1883 he was made a brigadier general
of the 9th Regiment of the U.S. Infantry. Heretired
because of injuries sustained while in the line of
duty in Texas. His wife, Virginia, inherited land in
modern Bellevue, Ky., which she subdivided into

Cincinnati, Ohio). James Van Voast, a commander

town lots, and a street was named Van Voast in the

He died at age 56 and was buried at Wesleyan
Cemetery in the Northside area of Cincinnati. His
property was sold to pay the staggering debts in
curred in the courts.

"Fugitive Slave Case Outlived Protagonists." CE, June
16, 2005, A12.

"Hero of Underground Railroad Honored." CE, June
16, 2005, Al.

"Taps Sounded for Van Voast." CE, July 18, 1915, 12.

VARBLE, RACHEL. M. (b. February 3, 1893,
Shelbyville, Ky; d. August 14, 1976, Fort Wright,
Ky.) Novelist Rachel McBrayer Varble was the
daughter of James and Sophia Hardin McBrayer.
She was a graduate of the Science Hill Female
Academy in Shelbyville, Ky. Rachel married
Pinkney Varble, and the couple had one child, An
nabelle. Pinkney was an executive with the Ameri
can Radiator Corp., which operated plants in sev
eral states. Because of periodic transfers by his
company, the family lived in a number of different
cities. In the late 1930s, they moved to Northern
Kentucky, where they resided along Leathers Rd.

the military steamship San Francisco, which was
transporting troops from New York to California.
The ship encountered a storm just out of New York
Harbor, and the vessel was completely destroyed.
Van Voast assisted the other officers in keeping the

Who Was Who in American History—The Mili

in Fort Mitchell.

steamer afloat until rescue boats arrived and was

VANZANDT, JOHN (b. 1791, Mason Co., Ky.,
d. May 25, 1847, Hamilton Co., Ohio). John Van
Zandt, an abolitionist, a minister, and a plantation
owner, was the son of a wealthy plantation owner.
In the early 1800s, Van Zandt operated a large
plantation in Boone Co. on which there were sev
eral slaves. As a result of his religious convictions,
it became increasingly obvious to him that "slav
ery was a sin." He sold his plantation and moved to
the "free state" of Ohio, freeing his slaves. Van

of the Newport Barracks, was the son of John G.

family's honor. By 1900 the Van Voasts were living

and Maria Teller Van Voast. His ancestors were

at 507 E. Third St., on the near east side of Cincin

some of the earliest settlers of New York. He ac

nati. James Van Voast died in 1915 of bronchial

quired his early education at the Lyceum in
Schenectady, N.Y., and received a BA from Union

pneumonia at his home in Cincinnati and was
buried at Evergreen Cemetery in Southgate.

College in Schenectady in 1849. After college, he
was admitted to the U.S. Military Academy at West
Point, N.Y., graduated in 1852, and was made a 2nd
lieutenant in the 3rd U.S. Artillery the next year.

Evergreen Cemetery Records, Southgate, Ky.
Ohio Death Certificate No. 38946, for the year 1915.

Robertson, E. B. "History of the Ninth Regiment of
Infantry." www.army.mil (accessed June 1, 2006).

On December 21, 1854, Van Voast was aboard

praised for his gallant efforts. On December 5,
1855, Van Voast married Helen Francis Pierce in

Massachusetts. That marriage produced two chil
dren. Later that year, Van Voast joined the 9th U.S.
Infantry. In 1856, during the Yakima Indian Wars,
he was stationed at Fort Dalles, Oregon Territory,
along the Columbia River. He was also sent on an
expedition to Fort Walla Walla in the Washington
Territory, south of modern-day Spokane, Wash.
It was in the West that Van Voast spent the ma
jorportion of his military career—building and up

grading remote forts used to protect the settlers of
the western migration and also to guard the workers
constructing the transcontinental railroads from
the plains Indians. His position toward the Indians
was fairly lenient. In the mid-1860s, while in charge
of Fort Laramie, then in Oregon Territory, he al
lowed local Indian children to attend the military
post's school. He had opinions about how to deal
with the American Indians, but his views held lit.
tle influence in the chain of command above him.

Occupied with military duties in San Francisco, he
participated in the Civil War only at its conclusion,
along the Florida panhandle.
Van Voast's first wife had died in childbirth,

tary Chicago: Marquis Who's Who, 1975.
Robin Caraway

Early in her adult life, Rachel Varble was an ac
tive member of the Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR) and the Colonial Dames of
America; later she devoted most of her time and

Zandt became a Methodist minister in the Glen
dale, Ohio, area.

Van Zandt played a pivotal part in the Under
ground Railroad, harboring many runaway
slaves. It has been suggested that the character John
Van Trompe in Harriet Beecher Stowe's book

energy to a writing career, authoring 14 novels,
most of them for young readers. One, Jane Clem
ens: The Story of Mark Twain's Mother, was
written especially for adults. Her novel Three
against London was a 1962 Junior Literary Guild
selection. Another of her works, A Time Will

Come, written in 1940, had as its setting New York
City in 1900. That novel recounted the lives of
three women who suffered social and economic

discrimination from a rich and tyrannical male
relative. The problems of the women in the story
symbolized the plight of most women, in that era's
male-dominated society. Their predicament led
them to become zealous supporters of the women's
suffrage movement, led by Susan B. Anthony. The
book was featured serially in a monthly women's

Uncle Tom's Cabin is based on John Van Zandt.

magazine,

Stowe once took a female runaway slave to Van
Zandt, who then delivered the slave to safety. On
April 23, 1842, while driving his wagon just north
of the Ohio River, Van Zandt spotted nine run
away slaves and gave them a ride. Slave-catchers
eventually caught them with Van Zandt, and all
but one, named Andrew, escaped. Salmon P. Chase,
who later became chief justice of the U.S. Supreme
Court, argued for Van Zandt that slavery was pro

Later in life Rachel spent much of her free time
working with a women's group at Trinity Epis
copal Church in Covington. She died at age 83 in
the St. Charles Care Center in Covington. Her
husband and their daughter survived her. Funeral
services were held at Trinity Episcopal Church,
and she was buried in the Cave Hill Cemetery,
Louisville.

hibited, based on a 1787 ordinance in the North

"Author of Fourteen Novels, Dies," KP, August 16,
"Varble, Rachel McBrayer"KP August 16, 1976, 11.
"Women against Repression," KE, June 4, 1941,5.

Remsen Van Voast, born in 1873, became an ac

west Territory, part of which later became the State
of Ohio. The case reached the U.S. Supreme Court,
and Chase lost. In 1841 Van Zandt was expelled
from the Methodist Church for lying about his

claimed artist whose paintings were exhibited at

slave-related activities.

WENABLE, JOHN WESLEY (b. March 30,

and on July 5, 1870, in St. Louis, Mo., he married
Virginia Moss Harris, the daughter of a former
mayor of Newport, Ky., and a granddaughter of
Gen. James Taylor. Their daughter, Virginia

1976, 9.

the Cincinnati Art Museum. Van Voast and his

Once a prominent figure, Van Zandt sacrificed

second wife also had a son, Rufus Adrian Van

all for what he believed were injustices to human

Voast, who had a long and distinguished military
career. In 1875 in a rare assignment in the Mid

ity. Shunned by society, Van Zandt was also ruined
financially by his efforts on behalf of runaway

west, James Van Voast was the commander of the

slaves. After the trial, his 11 children were sent to

Order of Odd Fellows (I.O.O.F.) of the United

Newport Barracks and resided at 180 York St.

live with relatives throughout the United States.

States for 39 years. Venable was the son of Charles

1822, Washington, D.C.; d. January 29, 1908, Hop
kinsville, Ky.) Rev. J. W. Venable, an Episcopal
minister and an artist, was the grand chaplain of
the Sovereign Grand Lodge of the Independent

VERONA

-

married Sarah E. Farnsworth. Shortly after his
marriage, Venable quit Covington for Central
Kentucky to workin Danville, Shelbyville, and en
virons. It was probably in Shelbyville in 1848–1849
that Venable became the first drawing teacher to
the very young Thomas S. Noble, whose depictions
of slavery brought him early fame. Noble later, in
1887, led the newly opened Art Academy of Cin
cinnati, having directed its predecessors since
1869.
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fortunate, critically important in those years be
fore government welfare and social services.
Venable died at his residence, Cottage Home,
in Hopkinsville, and was buried on January 30,
1908, in Riverside Cemetery in Hopkinsville after
services at his beloved Grace Church. Services at

the cemetery were conducted by the Green River
Lodge No. 54 of the IOOF. The news of his death
was carried by the Associated Press and appeared
in many of the nation's newspapers.

Venable was announced in 1849 as a candidate
Averdick, Michael R. J.W. Venable: Artist and Min

for Holy Orders in the Episcopal Church. Afterbe
ing made a deacon in 1851, he became an assistant
to Rev. John N. Norton, rector of the Church of the

Rev. John Wesley Venable, ca. 1872.

Ascension in Frankfort, Ky. Norton tutored Ven
able in his religious studies. That year Venable also
accepted his initial position of missionary at St.
John's Church in Versailles, Ky. During these years
of preparation for the priesthood, he taught draw
ing, painting, literature, and philosophy at Shelby
College, an Episcopal institution in Shelbyville, Ky.
In 1854 Venable was ordained by the Right Rever
end Benjamin Bosworth Smith, bishop of Ken
tucky, at the Church of the Ascension in Frankfort.
Venable resigned his post in Frankfort in 1855

ister, 1822–1908. Forthcoming.
"Portrait and Miniature Painting." LVR, November
11, 1843, 3.

Michael R. Averdick

VENT HAVEN MUSEUM. William S. Berger
of Fort Mitchell, who was chairman of the Cam

bridge Tile Company from the mid-1930s through
the 1940s, founded Vent Haven Museum as a char

itable foundation in 1963. Over the previous 40
years, he had collected more than 500ventriloquist
figures ("dummies") and supporting memorabilia,
and he contributed his entire collection to the mu
seum. The Vent Haven Museum became, and con

and moved to Versailles to focus on his work with
L. and Eliza W. Venable; his father was a tinsmith

by trade and a common councilman for the city of
Washington, D.C., and his mother was a member
of the Shropshire family of Virginia. J. W. Venable
attended the Capitol Hill Seminary in Washing
ton, D.C., and laterstudied undertheartist Charby,
then resident in the capital. In 1840, at the age of
18, Venable set out for the plantations of Maryland,
seeking portrait work. He met with success and
made two additional journeys through Maryland
that year and one into Virginia. In 1841 he made a
second trip through Virginia and then sailed for
Louisiana to be the company clerk in a logging.
camp operation that secured live oak timber for
the U.S. Navy.
In 1842 Venable moved to Covington, Ky.,
where he soon became involved in the community
life of that fledgling river city. In November of
1842, Venable and 13 others signed the resolutions
organizing Trinity Episcopal Church, and Ven
able served as the secretary of its first vestry. In
1843, in conjunction with his 21st birthday, he was
admitted to Covington's Washington Lodge No. 3
of the IOOF, which membership was to become a
life's work for him. He also joined the Kenton Ri.
flemen, serving as an officer. In Covington, Ven
able painted portraits of the local gentry. On a
grander scale, he painted parade banners for the
Sons of Temperance, a pictorial flag for the Kenton
Riflemen, and a portrait of George Washington for
Washington Lodge No.3. His work drew the favor
able attention of the local press. The Licking Valley
Register urged its readers to "visit the painting
rooms of Mr. John W. Venable," claiming that
"there they could not fail to admire the skill of the
artist, and the accuracy of his portraits."
Periodically, Venable traveled to Danville, Ky.,
taking a room and advertising his availability for
portrait work and art instruction. There in 1846 he

St. John's Church. These first years in Versailles
allowed him time for drawing and painting. How
ever, in 1859 he began a 23-year period of minis
tering to two and three parishes concurrently. In
his long career with the Episcopal Church, Ven
able was in charge of four Kentucky parishes: St.
John's Church in Versailles, 1851–1882; St. Philip's

Church in Harrodsburg, 1859–1862 and 1874–
1878; the Church of the Holy Trinity in George
town, 1863–1882; and Grace Church in Hopkins
ville, 1883–1894. For each parish Venable raised
funds and built a new church. With the exception
of the one at Versailles, the houses of worship he
built stand and serve to this day. St. Philip's
Church in Harrodsburg was found worthy of
mention in Rexford Newcomb's Architecture in

Old Kentucky.
Venable concluded his active ministry in 1894
owing to his age and increasing disability. In re
tirement, he was tended by his second wife, Fannie
M. Venable, his first wife having died in 1873. Al
though retired, Venable continued in his role as
the grand chaplain of the Sovereign Grand Lodge
of the IOOF of the United States, a position he had

tinues to be, the largest of its type in the world and
is a mecca for ventriloquists from all over the
world. Its collection of figures has increased to 675
and grows each year from donations.
When William S. Berger died in 1972, museum
president John R.S. Brooking constructed a build
ing in Berger's honor to house the museum's best
figures and to complement the other two buildings
on the property at 33 W. Maple St. Fort Mitchell,
which contain the balance of the collection.
The curator of the museum maintains the col

lection and gives tours from May 1 through Sep
tember 30. The museum sponsors the Annual Ven
triloquist Convention in July at the Drawbridge
Convention Center in Fort Mitchell, where more

than 400 ventriloquists, both amateurs and pro
fessionals, gather to promote the art of ventrilo
quism and support the museum.

More than 1,000 people visit the museum an
nually, and many professional ventriloquists be
queath their figures to the museum. The museum
houses replicas of Edgar Bergen's Charlie McCar
thy and Mortimer Snerd, originals of Jimmy Nel
son's Danny O'Day and Farfel, Jeff Dunham's Wal
terand Peanut, Senior Wenses's Johnny, and many

held since 1868 and in which he continued for the

others.

rest of his life. He lived in Hopkinsville but main
tained his membership in the McKee Lodge No. 35

"A Dummy's Guide to Dummies." CE, July 15, 1999,
C1-C2.

of Versailles, where he was elected a member in

"A Museum for Dummies," KP July 22, 1998, 1RK

1854. With the duties of the parish behind him,
Venable was able to prepare the conceptual layout
of The Official History and Literature of Odd
Fellowship: The Three-Link Fraternity, first
copyrighted in 1897. The grand chaplain served as
an associate editor of the 896-page tome. He also
penned the closing chapters, which provide an
overview of the order at a time when nearly 1 mil
lion members embraced the "Three-Links" of

"Friendship, Love and Truth" and were committed
to the order's primary mission of aiding the less

3KK.

"Talk about a Real Dummy," KP July 16, 1994,8A.

John R. S. Brooking
VERONA. Verona is a small rural community lo
cated in southern Boone Co. at the crossroads of

Ky. Rts, 14, 16, and 491. The larger Verona area also
encompasses portions of northern Gallatin and
Grant counties. The exact circumstances leading
to Verona's settlement, and its founders, are
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unknown. One of the earliest settlements in the

the Renaker home were destroyed by fire in Janu

Verona area was known as the Stephenson Settle
ment. It is mentioned in the “History of New Bethel
Baptist Church,” as Zadock and Delphia Stephen

ary 2003.

son deeded one acre of land to the church in 1845.

Today, this property is part of the grounds of the
New Bethel Cemetery. There are two theories as to
the location of the Stephenson Settlement. Accord
ing to one theory, Stephenson Mill, owned and op
erated by Arthur Stephenson, was located on Mc
Coy's Fork Creek, and the Stephenson schoolhouse
was nearby. The mill was located at the current I-71
overpass just north of the Verona interchange. An
other possible location of Stephenson Settlement is
along Eades Rd. near the Ky. Rt. 16 intersection.
Verona once was a thriving business commu
nity surrounded by farmland. A family could pur
chase the goods they needed in town. Businesses
included a bank, a blacksmith shop, a building sup
ply store, a creamery, a dry goods store, a funeral
home, grocery stores, a jail, a post office, saloons,
and tobacco shops. The local 1883 Lake atlas indi
cates that the H. Anderson family owned one of the
early businesses in Verona; Anderson was a farmer
and a wagon maker who settled in Verona in 1805.
Names of other early families in Verona included
Coyle, Hamilton, Johnson, Porter, Renaker, Rich
ards, Ryan, Stephenson, Vest, Waller, and Whitson.
The Verona Post Office was established on

March 24, 1834, and the first postmaster was Alex
ander McPherson. The post office was at the corner
of Ky. Rts, 14 and 16 in a large building that also
housed the local barbershop, the dry goods store,
and the grocery store. Trains began delivering the
mail to the Verona Depot soon after construction
of the Louisville, Cincinnati, and Lexington
Railroad (today the CSX) through Boone Co. in
1869. The old building now serves as a local gather
ing place called Verona City Hall. Currently, the
post office is in the firehouse building. The train
depot was at the current water station on Ky. Rt.
491. Trains provided an important mode of trans
portation for the citizens of Verona. For example,
passenger trains transported students from other

Churches in the Verona vicinity have been im
portant to the community as the sites of worship
services, ice cream socials, and picnics. The New
Bethel Baptist Church was established in 1840.
There was a Methodist Church in Verona at the

New Bethel Baptist Church site on Ky. Rt. 14. The
Concord Baptist Church is located on Ky. Rt. 16
in nearby Gallatin Co. In the mid-1850s in Verona,
Irish immigrants were attending a Roman Catho
lic mission, which became St. Patrick Church. In

the early 1950s, St. Patrick Church merged with
All Saints Catholic Church in Walton. The Ve

rona Full Gospel Church was established in 1973,
in the home of Nanny Gumm. During a small
group prayer meeting, Gumm told Rev. David
Hocker that he needed to start a church in Verona,

and she gave him one dollar toward its establish
ment. Today, the church, with approximately 65
members, is active in the community.
The Verona Fire Department began in 1968,
with an old army truck equipped with a water tank
and a pump. The fire truck was housed in a garage
along Ky. Rt. 491. The LifeSquad dates back to 1978,
after Dr. William M. Waller challenged the citizens
of Verona to provide emergency services for the
community. Nearly 35 dedicated volunteers today
staff the Verona fire department and life squad.
An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Boone County Banner, March 1, 1897.

Boone County Recorder historical ed., September 4,
1930.

Flynn, Terry. "Close to Home in Verona," CE, June 29,
1998, B1.

“History of New Bethel Baptist Church," 2001, New
Bethel Baptist Church, Verona, Ky.
Reis, Jim. “St. Patrick in Verona Filled Spiritual Needs
for 87 Years,” KP, March 16, 1998, 4K.

“Schools and Teachers,” DC, September 11, 1883, 1.
“Verona Fire Department Marks 25th Anniversary.”
KP, November 9, 1993, 9A.
Karen L. Leek

communities to Verona School. At one time, Ve

claim of self-defense.

In 1906 West married Edna May Loomis of
Kenton Co., and they had one child, Walter Dud
ley West. In 1910 John Vest, in partnership with
Tomlin, opened what became an extensive law
practice in Walton, where he worked until his re
tirement in 1957. During his time in Walton, he
was also active in various business interests, in

cluding a Chevrolet auto dealership that sold more
than 500 cars annually in Boone and Gallatin
counties. An attorney most of his career, West
served as a special judge in the Campbell Co. Cir
cuit Court in 1944, during a gambling abatement
suit.

Vest's younger siblings were also active in the
community: his sister, Lizzie Vest (1880–1967), was
postmaster of Verona from 1920 to 1950; his
brother, D. Hess West (1892–1979), was postmaster
of Walton through the mid-1960s; and another
sister, Sallie West (1877–1975), spent her career
working with the U.S. State Department in Wash
ington, D.C. John West was buried in Highland
Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.
“John L. Vest,” Boone County Recorder, historical
ed., September 4, 1930.
“Noted Attorney Dies,” Walton Advertiser, Novem
ber 17, 1960, i.

rona was also a college town: Nancy E. Hamilton
operated the prestigious League Institute at Ve
rona in the 1880s. The local public school, Verona
High School, was established in 1914.

VEST, JOHN L. (b. November 13, 1875, Verona,

The Verona Bank, one of the oldest banks in

great-great-grandson of George Vest, a Revolu
tionary War soldier who had a land grant in

Boone Co., was established in 1904 by a group of
concerned citizens and remained in operation
throughout the Great Depression. William M.
Whitson was the first president of the bank. It was

Tomlin and passed the bar exam in August 1899,
Vest opened his first law office in Independence.
While practicing law there, he was also active in
the formation of a fledgling telephone business. In
the summer of 1904, Vest, serving as city attorney,
found himself in need of a defense attorney, be
cause he had shot and killed Tom Riley, the town
marshal, in a dispute over a telephone exchangelo
cated in Riley's home and overseen by Riley's wife,
The two men had had words on the morning of
July 24, 1904, and had to be separated. That after
noon they met again, and witnesses said West
walked away but Riley followed. After being re
strained again, Riley came after Vest. Vest said he
saw Riley reach for his pocket. West pulled out a
revolver and shot three times, hitting Riley twice
and killing him. A search of Riley's pockets turned
up only a slingshot, but Vest was acquitted on a

Ky; d. November 15, 1960, Walton, Ky). Attorney
John Lewis West was the eldest son of Carter Ham
ilton West and Miranda Jane Lewis West and a

Reis, Jim. "Guns Brought Death to Three Who Wore
Badge,” KP, February 3, 1997,4K.
“Rites Set Friday for John L. Vest," KP, November 16,
1960, 1.

Stephen M. Vest

Boone Co. on the north side of the Walton-Verona

VETERANS ADMINISTRATION

Rd. John Vest practiced law in Kenton, Campbell,
and Boone counties for more than 60 years; at the

CAL CENTER. The Veterans Administration

MEDI

the members of the Verona Bank Board of Direc

time of his death, he was considered the dean of

intersection of S. Fort Thomas Ave. and River Rd.

tors who were responsible for the incorporation of
the city of Verona in 1909. The new town's leader
ship became inactive, however, and the incorpora
tion was eventually dissolved.
The Renaker family owned and operated Ve
rona Garage. In the early days, when patrons pur
chased coal and feed at this garage, scales built in
the ground were used to weigh each wagonload or
truckload of goods. In later years, the owners of
the garage sold gas products and provided towing
and mechanic services. The Verona Garage and

Boone Co. lawyers. For the most part a corporate
lawyer, Vest served on the boards of numerous
corporations and financial institutions, including
the Formica Corporation, of which he was major
ity stockholder; Equitable Band & Trust Company

and is housed in an army barracks constructed

Medical Center in Fort Thomas is located at the

in 1938.

From the 1890s until 1940, the military instal
lation at Fort Thomas was home to various U.S.

Educated at National Normal University at

Army infantry regiments. Initially, the fort was
able to house only part of a regiment in its bar
racks. In 1938 the Work Progress Administration
(WPA) built a 375-man, multistory brick barracks,
a facility that was used by the 10th Infantry Regi
ment from 1938 until 1940, when the unit shipped

Lebanon, Ohio, he first studied law under John G.

overseas. From 1940 until 1944, the barracks was

of Walton, of which he was a founder; the Bank of

Independence; the Income Life Insurance Com
pany of Louisville; and Lexington's Angliana Loose
Leaf Tobacco Warehouse.

VETERANS’ MEMORIALS AND MONUMENTS

used both as the post's headquarters and as a re
gional military induction center to process draft
ees into all branches of service. In 1944 the Army

VETERANS’ MEMORIALS AND MONUMENTS IN NORTHERN KENTUCKY

Air Force took over the barracks and used it as a

Boone Co.

City

Location

Focus

rehabilitation center for its personnel until late in

Florence

Government Center

WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam

1945.

Walton

Center of town near railroad tracks

All veterans

In 1946 the barracks was turned over to the

Veteran's Administration (VA), which spent
$172,000 converting it into a hospital. This expen
diture was announced as only the first step in lo
cating a 750-bed VA hospital at the site in Fort
Thomas. The first patients entered the hospital on
September 2, 1947. The funds necessary to increase
the size of the Fort Thomas facility to 750 beds,
however, was never forthcoming from the U.S.
Congress, in spite of the persistent efforts of local
congressman Brent Spence. Instead, on January
23, 1957, the Fort Thomas VA Hospital was made a
division of the newly built Cincinnati Veterans
Hospital on Vine St. in the Cincinnati suburb of
Corryville. In 1967 the Fort Thomas VA Hospital
was converted into a 206-bed VA nursing home,
and all other previously provided VA medical ser
vices were transferred to the Cincinnati facility.
The mission of the Fort Thomas facility has
been changed, over the years, to supporting the

Bracken Co.

Augusta

Elizabeth St.

WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam

Second and Bracken Sts.

WWI, WWII

Court House square, NE Corner

WWII

Wilder

Veterans Park, Sixth Ave. and Berry St.
Behind city building

All veterans

Southgate

Park behind VFW Post

WWI, WWII

Newport

In front of city building

All veterans

Fort Thomas

Water Tower, Old Fort Thomas Post

Spanish-American War

Brooksville

Campbell Co.
Dayton

All veterans

Carroll Co.

General Butler State Park Hwy 227 at park entrance
County Courthouse Square

Carrollton

All Kentucky veterans
WWI, WWII, Iraqi freedom

Gallatin Co.
100 Main St., Court House lawn

WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam

County Court House lawn
Beside Grant Co. Middle School, facing
Dry Ridge Elementary School

WWI, WWII

Villa Hills

Buttermilk Pk and Collins Rd.

WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam

Erlanger

Commonwealth Ave. and Dixie Highway

Vietnam

Latonia

Ritties Corner

Korea

Inside entrance to American Legion

World War I

Warsaw

needs of local veterans. In 2005 the Fort Thomas
Grant Co.

VA facility remained a division of the Cincinnati
VA Medical Center, even though the two opera
tions are situated in different federal regions. The

Williamstown

Dry Ridge

Fort Thomas Veterans Administration Medical

WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam

Center is now configured as a 131-bed Nursing
Kenton Co.

Care Unit (presently using only about 60 beds), a
50-bed Homeless Veterans Domiciliary Unit, and
a 10-bed Substance Abuse Domiciliary Care Unit.
Fogarty, Bob. “To Revamp Ft. Thomas VA as 'Model
Nursing Home,” KP, March 25, 1967. IK.
“Ft. Thomas Post Passes to Air Force," KP September

Post 203

30, 1944, 1.

Fort Thomas VA Facility Historical File, Veterans Ad

Covington

Linden Grove Cemetery

Civil War (Union and
Confederate)
WWII

Fort Wright

Holmes High School Campus
In front of city building
City Park

In front of County Court House
Maysville Cemetery

WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam

ministration Medical Center, Cincinnati.

Charles H. Bogart
VETERANS” MEMORIALS AND MONU

MENTS. Each of the 11 Northern Kentucky coun
ties has a county veterans' memorial. The practice
of constructing veterans' memorials and monu
ments in the United States began to expand in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries. These early me
morials and monuments were mostly dedicated to

Ludlow

Korea and Vietnam

Mason Co.

Maysville

Civil War (Union)

Owen Co.
Owenton

Civil War veterans; there were monuments to
individual soldiers as well as to entire units that

fought. Depending on the location, they honored

All veterans

In front of County Court House

WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam

1.O.O.F. Cemetery

Civil War

In front of County Court House
In front of VFW, Second and Park Sts.

WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam
All veterans

In front of County Court House
City park, center of town

WWI, WWII, Korea

Pendleton Co.

soldiers from both the North and the South and
Falmouth
were erected in towns and cemeteries and on battle

fields. These memorials were constructed through
the efforts and sometimes with the funding of vet
erans' organizations, including the Grand Army of
the Republic (Union veterans) and the United
Confederate Veterans Association, to honor their
fallen comrades. As the United States became in

volved in other conflicts, especially World War I
and World War II, individual states and counties

as well as many cities and towns began to create
memorials to their war dead. Today, veterans' me

Robertson Co.
Mount Olivet

All veterans

913

914

VFW

morials can be found in all 50 states. These tributes

Mason, Herbert M. VFW, Our First Century. Len

to veterans in many cases cover more than one
conflict, and some honor all veterans regardless of
when they served. The table is a sampling of veter

exa, Kans.: Addax, 1999.
“VFW Elects Postal Carrier," KTS, June 17, 1958, 2A.

ans' memorials and monuments in Northern Ken

“VFW. More than just a Bar." KE, July 3, 1995, A10.

“VFW Post Given Citation." KE, February 21, 1996, B3.

tucky, including their general location.
Carroll County Tourism. "Kentucky Veterans Memo
rial”, “General Butler State Resort Park and Confer

ence Center." www.carrolltontourism.com/things_

Charles H. Bogart
VIETNAM WAR (1959-April 30, 1975). North
ern Kentuckians were among the courageous sol
diers who served in the Vietnam War. The war in

to do.htm (accessed April 20, 2007).
War. www.waymarking.com/cat/details.aspx?f=1&
guid=51c899fa–88c4-4eae-b8ff-coS9130aéfé2. A
listing of Civil War veteran monuments with dates
they were dedicated.
Robert B. Snow

VFW. The VFW (Veterans of Foreign Wars) is
the oldest active military veterans organization in
the United States, and it is strongly represented in
Northern Kentucky. In 2004 the VFW included
more than 2 million members organized into 9,781
posts worldwide. The VFW traces its origin to 1899
when demobilized Spanish-American War veter
ans formed a number of fraternal organizations.
During the next few years, veterans of the Philip
pine Insurrection and the Boxer Rebellion in China
also formed fraternal societies. These various sepa
rate fraternal groups slowly began to combine
into one large organization modeled on the Civil
War's Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) vet
eran organization. In 1914 the 20th-century mili
tary fraternal veteran organizations merged to
form the VFW.

Membership was open to any member of the
U.S. armed service (Army, Navy, Marines, Coast
Guard, and later, Air Force) who served in a mili

tary campaign outside the United States. As a result
of this broadening of membership requirements
to all veterans who had served outside the United

States, participants in the Spanish-American War
(see National Guard, Spanish-American War),
the Cuban Pacification, and other U.S. overseas

military actions were allowed to join.
Within a few years, the veterans of the Mexican
Expedition Campaign of 1916–1917, World War I,
and pacification missions in Central America and
the Caribbean also began to join. In 1921 VFW
membership was opened to women veterans.
World War II, the Korean War, the Gulf and

Iraq wars, and a host of other post-World War II
overseas unilateral actions and United Nations—

supported military missions have been added to
the groups eligible.
Since its beginning, the VFW has promoted a
strong defense establishment, veteran benefits (the
GI Bill, the Veteran Bonus, veteran preference, and
disability and survivor benefits), and patriotism.
The VFW is headquartered in Kansas City, Mo. The
Northern Kentucky region has 16 VFW posts. No.
3205 Alexandria, No. 9535 Augusta, No. 1484 Cov
ington, No. 7099 Covington, No. 7453 Covington,
No. 2899 Dayton, No. 6423 Erlanger, No. 1978 Fal
mouth, No. 6095 Latonia, No. 2734 Maysville, No.
1404 Newport, No. 5662 Newport, No.3199 Owen

ton, No. 1095 Ryland Heights, No. 3186 Southgate,
and No. 11140 Warsaw.

Vietnam is the longest military action by the
United States in its history. The nation's role in
Vietnam began in 1950 when U.S. equipment and
advisers were sent to help French colonial forces
fight an attempt by the Vietnamese to win their
independence. By 1954 the French had lost this
war and Vietnam was divided into two sections:
the Communist North and the Democratic South.

In 1956 the United States took over full responsi
bility of advising and building up the South Viet
namese military to prevent Vietnam from being
unified under a Communist government. The first
U.S. combat deaths in Vietnam occurred in 1959.

By 1960 a new organization in the North, named
the National Front for the Liberation of South

Vietnam, was established with the goal of defeat
ing the South through guerilla warfare and by in
surgency operations. This group, called by Ameri
cans the VietCong(VC), begantostep upoperations
in 1961, including incursions into neighboring
Laos. By 1962, as a result of the worsening situa
tion, the number of American advisers in Viet

nam was increased from 700 to nearly 12,000, and
American forces began providing air support for
the South Vietnamese military. It was during this
escalation that the first Northern Kentucky soldier
was killed: on November 5, 1962, 1st Lt. William

Tully of the U.S. Air Force (USAF), from Mason
Co., was shot down while supporting South Viet
namese ground forces.
In August 1964 an incident was said to occur
in the Gulf of Tonkin involving an attack on U.S.
warships by North Vietnamese torpedo boats. Fol
lowing this alleged incident, the United States at
tacked a North Vietnamese naval installation.

Shortly afterward, the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution
was signed by President Lyndon Johnson (1963–
1969), increasing military involvement in Vietnam
but not actually declaring war. In November 1965
the first major battle between North Vietnamese
and U.S. forces took place when 450 soldiers of the
1st Cavalry Division (Air mobile) were airlifted by
helicopter to the la Drang Valley in the central
highlands of Vietnam. Their objective was to de
stroy a North Vietnamese force, but they were im
mediately surrounded by 2,000 North Vietnamese
Army (NVA) troops. During the three-day battle,
234 Americans were killed, including Carroll Co.'s
Sgt. Paris Dusch of the Army's 7th Cavalry Regi
ment, and more than 1,000 NVA soldiers were

killed, making this the first major U.S. victory of
the war.

From 1966 through 1969, the war escalated and
the number of Americantroops in Vietnam steadily
increased. The highest troop strength in Vietnam
reached 543,582 on April 30, 1969. The only Ken

tucky National Guard unit to be called to active
duty during the Vietnam war was Battery A, 2nd
Battalion, 138th Field Artillery, from Carroll Co. It
saw service in 1968 and 1969. This period was also
among the costliest in terms of U.S. combat deaths,
especially for Northern Kentucky, which lost 75
men during these years. One of the heaviest and
costliest years of fighting was 1968. In January 1968
a combined force of NVA and VC units launched a

surprise countrywide offensive known as the Tet
Offensive. It was undertaken primarily because of
the hope that it would incite an uprising against the
South Vietnamese government. The offensive in
cluded attacks on 100 towns and cities, including
36 provincial capitals and the national capital,
Saigon. Among the Northern Kentuckians killed
during this offensive, which lasted from January to
June 1968, were Army Cpl. Samuel G. Hurry of
Kenton Co., who was killed on February 2, 1968,
and Army Pfc. William Eldridge, also from Kenton
Co., who was killed on April 4, 1968. During com
bat action that took place on May 27, 1969, Army
Sgt. Charles C. “Chalkie" Fleek, of Boone Co., was
serving with Charlie Company, 127th Wolfhounds,
25th Infantry Division, during an ambush opera
tion in the Binh Doung Province. During this ac
tion a grenade landed near some of Fleek's men,
and instead of taking cover he threw himself on the
grenade and was killed, saving his men. For this act
of heroism, Fleek was awarded the Congressional
Medal of Honor; he was the most decorated

Northern Kentucky soldier of the Vietnam War.
At various stages, the war involved clashes be
tween small units patrolling mountain and jungle
areas as well as amphibious operations and combat
operations on the waterways of Vietnam. The war
also saw guerrilla attacks on villages, towns, and
even in the cities. A large-scale air war was also
fought in Vietnam by both the USAF and the U.S.
Navy (USN), which targeted North Vietnamese
cities, industrial targets, and supply lines. Between

1966 and 1968, a major air campaign was fought
over North Vietnam that included bombing raids,
fighter support missions (which dealt with enemy
fighters and surface-to-air missile sites), and flights
to gather intelligence. It was during a mission over
North Vietnam on October 21, 1968, that Kenton
Co.'s Lt. Col. Alden O'Brien, USAF, was shot down

and killed in action, making him the highest
ranking Northern Kentucky officer killed in ac
tion. The bombings of North Vietnam ceased on
November 1, 1968, by order of President Johnson,
as a gesture to bring the North to the peace talks in
Paris, France. The air war shifted to Laos, and from

there the North continued to stage attacks, until
the North again became a target in 1972.
Aviation was also an important part of the war
in South Vietnam. Helicopters played a vital role
in troop movement, evacuation of casualties,
command-and-control missions, ground troop
support, and movement of supplies. They were
used by all branches of the armed forces, but pri
marily by the Army and the Marine Corps
(USMC). During a mission on August 28, 1968, a
Marine UH-1E Huey gunship of Marine Squadron
HML-167 was flying a night “Firefly" mission to

VILLA HILLS

spot and attack enemy positions. The helicopter
was hit by enemy ground fire, crashed, and ex
ploded, killing three members of its crew. Among
those killed was Cpl. John B. Becker, USMC, of
Campbell Co., who was the gunner on the mission.
The USAF used light aircraft, such as the O-1 E
Birddog, for low-level reconnaissance and support
missions. On September 8, 1967, during one such
reconnaissance mission near Bien Hoa, Campbell
Co.'s Air Force captains Albert Sayer and J. J. Cap
pel were shot down by automatic weapon fire. Both
were trapped in the wreckage and survived the
crash, but Sayer died from his wounds.
USN missions included attacking areas along
the river that were used as supply and staging areas
for the NVA and the VC, intercepting supplies
being smuggled up and down the rivers, and sup
porting ground operations either by fire support or

remained to advise the South Vietnamese military.
On March 9, 1975, the North launched their last

major offensive in the South, taking control of the
Southin 55 days. They had gambled that the United

91.5

onship team of 1960. From there he went to the
U.S. Air Force Academy, graduating with a com
mission in 1965. On August 1, 1968, while he was
flying his F4D Phantom II out of Da Nang Air

States would not recommit its forces, and their

Force Base in South Vietnam with the 389th Tacti

gamble paid off. The last Americans left Vietnam
with the evacuation of Saigon on April 29, 1975.
During the course of the war, Northern Ken
tuckians fought in every branch ofthearmed forces;
some hadjoined voluntarily and some were drafted.

cal Fighter Squadron, his aircraft was shot down
during a night reconnaissance mission. This took
place near the Ban Karia Pass on the Laos-Vietnam

Of the 1,103 Kentuckians that were killed in Viet

nam, 109 were from Northern Kentucky counties.
The losses by county were as follows: Boone, 11,
Bracken, l; Campbell, 35; Carroll, 2, Gallatin, 2,
Grant, 4; Kenton, 44; Mason, 4, Owen, 4; Pendle

border, in a mountainous area. There have been no

reports indicating what happened to him, whether
he is dead or alive, or whether he is living in captiv
ity. A memorial service was held for Captain Ross
at the Evergreen Cemetery Chapel in Southgate on
March 17, 1975.

On July 23, 1969, a 22-boat column transporting
the 360th Infantry to designated landing beaches
along the Rach Ben Tre River was ambushed. Two

are Campbell Co.'s Capt. John S. Ross, USAF, and

sailors on the lead boat were killed, and 15 were

also be considered the last Northern Kentuckian to

Gary Lee Hall was born in Covington on July
26, 1956, the son of Seldon and Norma Georgorie
Hall. Gary graduated from Holmes High School
in 1974. After high school, he enlisted in the U.S.
Marine Corps, and in May 1975 was assigned to
Company G, 2nd Battalion, 9th Marine, 3rd Ma
rine Division. After the USS Mayaguez incident,
when Cambodian naval forces captured the ship
and its crew en route to resupply U.S. military bases

wounded during the assault; one of the two dead

lose his life, since he was listed as MIA on May 15,

in Thailand, President Gerald Ford (1974–1977)

was BM1 John F. Bobb, USN, from Kenton Co.

1975.

authorized military action to return the ship and
its crew. Hall was a marine assigned to the Opera
tion Mayaguez task force, and he took part in the

the transporting of assault troops to specific areas.

ton, 1; and Robertson, 1. By branch of service there
were 5 in the Air Force, 66 in the Army, 35 in the
Marine Corps, and 3 in the Navy. Two Northern
Kentuckians are still listed as Missing in Action
(see Vietnam War, Missing in Action); they
Kenton Co.'s Pfc. Gary Lee Hall, USMC. Hall can

In an earlier river mission, called Operation Allen
Brook, members of the 3rd battalion of the 5th Ma

rines attacked Go Noi Island southwest of Danang,
which was being used as a base by NVA and VC
forces. During the assault on the island, four ma
rines, including Kenton Co.'s Pfc. Bradley Bowl
ing, USMC, were killed.
Following the election of President Richard
Nixon (1969–1974), a gradual reduction in troops
began. Throughout the war, especially after the Tet
Offensive of 1968 and the Mai Lai massacre, anti

war protests heated up in the United States. Al
though many of these protests were peaceful, some
did erupt into violence. In Northern Kentucky, war
protests tended to be peaceful in nature. In 1970
President Nixon ordered operations against NVA
and VC troops that were using Cambodia as a stag
ing ground for attacks against U.S. forces. One of
the few casualties of the fighting in Cambodia

Herring, George C. America's Longest War: The
United States and Vietnam, 1950–1975. New York:
Random House, 1988.

combat that occurred; however, Hall was left be
hind in the confusion of battle. His memorialmarker

In Memory of Captain Albert Francis Jr Sayer. http://

tanaya.net/cgi-bin/vmw.cgi?45697 (accessed May
10, 2007).

Kentucky Vietnam Veterans Memorial. www.kyviet
nammemorial.net/data:8.html (accessed May 14,
2007).

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia. Lex
ington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.

The National Archives. "State-Level Casualty Lists for
the Vietnam War." www.archives.gov/research/

vietnam-war/casualty-lists/state-level-by-town
.html (accessed May 2, 2007).

No Quarter. "Vietnam Casualty Search Engine." www
.no-quarter.org/guiſindex.php (accessed May 4,

at Holmes High School reads, "Captured and exe
cuted by enemy forces after heroically defending
the evacuation of his fellow Marines at Koh Tang
Island, Cambodia May 15, 1975.” If the account
given on this marker is correct, though it has never
been verified, Hall was the last or the second-to-last
serviceman killed in a combat mission connected

with the Vietnam War. Currently, however, the De
fense Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Office
lists Hall as "unaccounted-for."just as it does Joseph
Shaw Ross.

Holmes High School Alumni Records, Holmes High

2007).

Rather, Julia D., ed. Register of Vietnam War Casu
alties from Kentucky. Frankfort, Ky: Department

School, Covington, Ky.
“Tri-States Missing in Action,” CE, April 2, 2000, A14.

of Libraries and Archives, 1988.

from Northern Kentucky was Kenton Co.'s 1st Lt.

William J. Brewer, U.S. Army, who was killed in
action on May 14, 1970. From 1970 to 1972, Nixon
authorized reductions in troop strength seven
times, and by May 1, 1972, troop levels had been re
duced to 69,000. On March 30, 1972, the North

launched the biggest offensive since Tet in 1968, and
by April, Nixon renewed the bombing of the North.
The operation, known as Linebacker II, included

U.S. Naval Forces. "John F. Bobb." www.mrfa.org/

navykia.htm (accessed May 10, 2007).
Vietnam War Statistics. http://capmarine.com/cap/
statistics.htm (accessed May 15, 2007).
Vietnam War Timeline, www.landscaper.net/timelin

.htm#time"620 ine(accessed May 5, 2007).
Robert B. Snow

VILLA HILLS. Villa Hills, a residential city in
northern Kenton Co., is bordered by the Ohio
River and Bromley on the north, by Erlanger and
Boone Co. on the west, and by Crescent Springs on
the south and east. It was incorporated as a sixth
class city in 1962.
The first known permanent settlers arrived in
about 1785. Robert McKay, his wife, and seven

aircraft of the USN as well as units of the 7th and 8th

VIETNAM WAR, MISSING IN ACTION.

children traveled from Frederick Co., Va., to settle

Air Forces. The highest-ranking officer from North
ern Kentucky to serve during the war was Owen

Two individuals from the Northern Kentucky re

on land that was deeded to him for service in the

gion, Joseph Shaw Ross and Gary Lee Hall, went

Co.'s Lt. Gen. Gerald Johnson, USAF, commander

off to fight in the Vietnam War but never returned.
They are still classified missing in action.
Capt. Joseph Shaw Ross is a descendant of a
prominent Fort Thomas family. The Shaw family
was present in Campbell Co. from the early days of
its settlement. Ross, the son of Perry S. and Kather
ine Shaw Ross, grew up along Highland Ave. in
Fort Thomas. In 1961 he graduated from High
lands High School in Fort Thomas, where he
played football on the school's first state champi

Revolutionary War. His land was bounded by
the Ohio River, Dry Creek, and Pleasant Run Creek.
It is believed that the McKays owned around 3,000
acres. In 1825, the granddaughter of Robert Mc
Kay married Charles W. Scott and was deeded
about 300 acres. In 1843 the Scotts began con
struction of a two-story white brick house that
stood until 2004 on Highwater Rd., overlooking
the Ohio River. The Scott home place had been
continuously occupied by family members from

of the U.S. 8th Air Force, based at Anderson Air

Force Base, Guam. He held this command from

1971 to 1973 and was involved in the planning of
Linebacker II.
Linebacker H forced the North back to the bar

gaining table, and by January 1973, peace was in
sight. On January 27, 1973, the war officially ended
and most U.S. troops were withdrawn. Even with
the war officially at an end, some American troops

1843 to 2004.
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In 1903 the Sisters of St. Benedict purchased

ated Franzen's Fields, used for baseball, softball,

Collins Rds, and Buttermilk Pk. The sidewalks for

about 85 acres of the W. C. Collins Estate, on

and soccer. The building is the home of the Civic
Club and the site of social activities sponsored by
the club, including the Easter Egg Hunt, the Christ
mas Party, and the Halloween Haunted Trail. The
early 1970s found the city in need of more fields, so
an agreement was signed with the Sisters of St.
Benedict to lease acreage along Amsterdam Rd. for
$1 per year. Originally, the baseball diamonds there

these busy streets were built and paid for through
grants and donations, including citizens donations
of free labor. In 2003 the Villa Hills City Council

which were built the St. Walburg Convent and the
Villa Madonna Academy, which was originally
a boarding and day school for girls. The sisters
continued to purchase adjacent property and cur
rently own about 230 acres. Thisland is now home
to Villa Daycare; Villa Montessori School; the
modern Villa Madonna Academy, a private coed
ucational school for grades 1-12; the St. Walburg
Convent and Motherhouse; several historichomes;

a cemetery for the sisters; and the Madonna
Manor Nursing Home, opened by the sisters in
1964. The full-care nursing home is surrounded
by independent-living apartments.
Around 1900, what is now Villa Hills was unin

corporated county farmland dubbed unofficially
Madonna Acres and Ludlow. Some of the farm
owners at that time were named Boh, Cleveland,

Collins, Eubanks, Kremer, Krumpelman, Maegley,
Schreck, Scott, Summe, and Thirs. The creation of

I-75 in the early 1960s brought residents from the
cities to the new suburbs. The streets existing then
were Buttermilk Pk. and Collins and Amsterdam
Rds. With the 1955 sale of the Boh and Schreck

farms came the development of new streets. Ann,
Frank, Kenridge, Mary, Rardin Ct, and Sunglow.
In 1962 the population was 425.
Fearingannexation from Covington, a group of
neighborsformed aboard of trustees and borrowed
$300 from the Villa Hills Civic Club to incorporate
as a city. The original trustees of Villa Hills were
George Parsons, chairman, William Krumpelman,
Roger Nolting, Robert Springelmeyer, and Robert
Stephenson. Harry Rigney was police judge; Ger
hard Tebelman, marshal, Joseph Spille, treasurer,
and Betty Stivers, secretary pro tem. The first order
of business was to annex the property surrounding
the original one-half square mile of Villa Hills. The
property was obtained and Villa Hills grew to 3.5
square miles. The trustees realized that if they
wanted growth, they must take on the huge project
of replacing septic tanks with a sanitary sewer sys
tem. This was undertaken and accomplished, with
the first families able to tap into the system in

were called Tom Braun Fields, in honor of the first

mayor. A soccer field was added and named Le
Roux "Bud" Cunningham Field in honorofthe city's
second mayor, who was instrumental in the cre
ation of youth soccer teams in Northern Kentucky.
Around 1980, the first Villa Hills CityBuilding was
built on Rogers Rd., providing a permanent home
to the Villa Hills Police and Public Works depart
ments. The year 1980 also brought the annexation
of Prospect Point, a condominium and apartment
community off Amsterdam Rd. overlooking the
Ohio River. This community has 359 condomini
ums and 139 apartments.
In the late 1980s, Villa Hills was the first city in
Northern Kentucky to institute a recycling pro
gram. It began with a voluntary program, in which
residents brought recyclables to the City Building
parking lot and volunteers separated the items. In
1990 the city began its curbsiderecycling program.
River Ridge Elementary School, on Amsterdam
Rd., opened in 1992, replacing the aged Crescent
Springs School. At the time, River Ridge was the
largest elementary school in the state, with a capac
ity of 1,200 children.
In 1994 Villa Hills was designated the Cincin
nati area's most livable city by Cincinnati Maga
zine. During the late 1990s, sidewalks were ex
panded on three major roads, Amsterdam and

1967.

The Voice of Villa Hills, a free monthly news
letter, was first published in June 1967 and deliv
ered to 370 homes. Today, the newspaper continues
to be published by an all-volunteer staff. By 1968
the state legislature passed a bill that raised Villa
Hills to a fifth-class city. With this change, the city
replaced the title of chairman of the board by that
of mayor. So Tom Braun, who was the chairman at
the time, became the first mayor of Villa Hills. In
1968 the Vietnam War claimed the life of one

resident, Sgt. Ronald L. Niewahner. A street in the
Amsterdam Village subdivision is named in his
honor.

Recreation has always been important to Villa
Hills residents. In the mid-1960s, teams were cre

ated for youth football, knothole baseball, and soft
ball; in the mid-1970s, soccer was introduced to the

area. The Villa Hills Civic Club purchased 28 acres
ofland, includingalake and a public building, from
longtime residents Joe and Helen Franzen and cre

Villa Madonna Academy, ca. 1908.

instituted the No Knock Ordinance, the first of its

kind in Northern Kentucky and now a model for
other cities. Persons who sell door-to-door must get
a restricted list at the city building or risk being
fined for breaking the ordinance.
Villa Hills has developed from acres of farm
land into now a residential fourth-class city. Al
most all the farmland is gone, with only an acre
or two tacked onto an old farmhouse. According
to the 2000 census, Villa Hills is home to 7,984
residents.
Villa Hills Millennium/Historical Committee. The
Villa Hills Area: A Great Place to Live. Villa

Hills, Ky:Villa Hills Millennium/Historical Com
mittee, 1999.

Deborah Kohl Kremer
WILLA MADONNA ACADEMY. The Villa

Madonna Academy (VMA) is Northern Ken
tucky's only private, coeducational Catholicschool
offering grades K–12. Since 1904 VMA has pro
vided education to families from Northern Ken

tucky and Greater Cincinnati. Sponsored by the
Sisters of St. Benedict of St. Walburg Monastery
in Covington, VMA began on September 8, 1904,
as the region's only boarding and day school for
girls. There were 17 girls and 7 sisters living and
studying in the former Collins homestead, in rural
Kenton Co. (now Villa Hills), which was purchased
by the Catholic Church in 1903. In 1906 the cor
nerstone for a new building, designed by Lyman
Walker, was laid. In 1907 this new brick building
opened, and in 1911 it graduated its first high

VINICULTURE

school class, four females. The sisters added Villa
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central feature until the parents of the students of

week booking and stayed to perform at the night
club for five years. Later, he put in nine years per
forming at Beverly Hills. At this time he was
residing in Park Hills, Ky., at 802 Arlington Rd. As
a songwriter, he composed at least 50 songs, many
of which, beginning in 1946, were produced by his
own record company, Pearl Record. Vincent and
the various music combo groups he headed, the
Pearl Boys, the Pearl Trio, and the Lookout Boys,
played in the side lounges of the large local enter
tainment clubs in the region. He referred to himself

farmed and also raised horses. During World
War II, Vinegar served in the U.S. Army with the
318th Engineering Combat Battalion.
In the 1950s Vinegar bred a black and white
gaited pinto stallion named Hillrise, from a mostly
thoroughbred mare with just a splotch of white on
her and a gaited stallion named Rooster. For 50
years Vinegar bred for gait with the pinto stallion
Hillrise and his offspring, and these horses were
prized all around Owen, Grant, and neighboring
counties. They undoubtedly represented a major
contribution to the Spotted Saddle horse breed,
first made official in the 1980s; hence a pool of com
pactly built, pinto-gaited horses was first bred in
the Northern Kentucky region. Today many Spot
ted Saddle horses are part- or full-blooded Tennes
see Walking breeds. Vinegar preferred a smoother
and less “hip-jiggling" gait than that of many mod
ern Tennessee Walkers, a gait more like that of the

Villa Madonna's Montessori school (which was es

as the musical answer to W. C. Fields; 25 different

Plantation Walker.

tablished in 1971) encouraged the VMA board to
welcome boys. Boys were enrolled in 1977 in the
elementary grades and in 1985 in high school. In
1990 the first three males graduated from the high

recording artists recorded his million-and-a-half
selling 1949 composition “If I Had My Life to Live

Vinegar introduced an innovative farming
technique, planting crops on hillsides in a way
that would not cause erosion; he used only a horse
and a plow in his farming. This technique was
taught to agricultural students from the surround
ing counties and at the University of Kentucky in

Madonna College to the academy in 1921 and con
ferred the first college degrees and teaching certifi
cates in 1929. During the 1920s, the college faculty
included Patia Power (Helen Emma Reaume), the

mother of noted actor Tyrone Power. Villa Ma
donna College became a diocesan college in 1929
and moved to 12th St. in Covington to allow for
growth. In 1932, 32 acres adjacent to the high
school in Villa Hills were purchased from E. S.
Lee. The building VMA presently uses for its ele
mentary and high school programs was built in
1957 next to the original 1907 building. In 2000
VMA erected a third building, a multipurpose
sports complex. A fine arts center, complete with a
state-of-the-art theater, was dedicated in February
2005.

Excellence in education for women was VMA's

school.

VMA affiliated with the Catholic University of
America in 1915 and renewed the affiliation in

1941. In 1923 the Kentucky Department of Educa
tion accredited the school as a Class A school. Since

1959 the entire school, grades K–12, has main
tained full accreditation in the standard class. The

high school has also been a member of the South
ern Association of Secondary Schools and Colleges
since 1925. VMA’s test scores are in the top 10 per
cent in the nation, and the high school was named
a Blue Ribbon school in both 2002 and 2003.
The school's small class sizes and low student

teacher ratios attract students. A student can enjoy
fullparticipation in theathleticprogram, high school
advanced placement courses, a full array of fine arts,
an integrated technology curriculum, progressive
foreign language instruction, and choral and instru
mental programs. VMA’s economically, culturally,
and religiously diverse student body currently num

by name, but they certainly recall his piano talents
and the songs he played. While waiting for a table,
and perhaps while sipping drinks in the cocktail
lounges, they were treated to the engaging and
memorable sounds of Vincent's keyboard playing.
Vincent began his career in vaudeville by play
ing in most of the major cities of the United States.
He came to the Lookout House in 1941 for a two

Over.” It was also in the late 1940s that Vincent

joined with Haven Gillespie to write the success
ful song “How's My Baby Tonight?" Together, they
brought a little bit of Tin Pan Alley to Northern
Kentucky for a short time. In the mid-1970s, Vin
cent wrote "The Whole Town's Batty about Cincin
nati" to honor the World Champion Cincinnati
Reds; area morning television viewers of that era
may remember program host Ruth Lyon's zesty
Nursing Home in Fort Wright in early 1977 and
was buried at St. Mary Cemetery in Fort Mitchell,
a few months before his beloved Beverly Hills
burned to the ground.

February 10, 2006).
“Songwriter Larry Vincent Dies at Age 76," CE, Janu
ary 7, 1977, D2,

“Songwriters Strike Pay Tune," CE, September 11,
1949, sec. 3, p. 1.

“Songwriter Vincent Dies, CP, January 6, 1977, 16K.
Michael R. Sweeney
VINEGAR,

THEODORE

ROOSEVELT

I 1, 1991, 4K.

“TEDDY” (b. June 10, 1909, Owen Co., Ky.; d.
August 7, 2001, Cincinnati, Ohio). Teddy Vinegar,
an African American farmer who raised and

1954.

ton, Kentucky, 1859–1899, master's thesis, Xavier
Univ., 2005.

Wolking, Teresa, O.S.B., and Joann Schwartz. “The
Story of Villa Madonna Academy and the Benedic
times,” NKH 11, no. 1 (Fall—Winter 2003): 2–16.

was buried in the Newby Vinegar Family Ceme
tery, at New Columbus, in Owen Co., Ky.
Graham, Shelby. “Land Given to freed Slave Ties
Grandson to His Past,” Lexington Herald-Leader,
March 1, 1992, 10–13.

“Kentucky Obituaries,” CE, August 9, 2001, B2.
Williams, Geoff. “Volunteers Unearth Remnants of

Civil War Community," KP, November 18, 1998,

The Blue Pages. “The Encyclopedic Guide to 78 RPM.
Party Records." www.hensteeth.com/ (accessed

Reis, Jim. “Thomas More College Traces Its Roots to a
Bluff above the River 70 Years Ago," KP February

Schwartz, Joann R. “St. Walburg Monastery, Coving

Teddy Vinegar died in 2001 at the Veterans
Administration Medical Center in Cincinnati and

live rendition of it. Vincent died at the St. Charles

bers 500.

Ryan, Paul E. History of the Diocese of Covington,
Kentucky. Covington, Ky: Diocese of Covington,

Lexington.

trained horses in Owen Co., Ky., was the youngest
son of a former slave whose family owned Moun
tain Island Farm in Kentucky. His parents were
Cord and Charlotte Vinegar.
Vinegar was born on the 110-acre family prop

erty at Mountain Island, where he learned his
Teresa Wolking

farming skills from his father. Horses and farming
were part of the family culture, and Vinegar

VINCENT, LARRY (b. Larry Vincent Allario,

worked with horses most of his life. In the 1930s he

January 13, 1901, San Jose, Calif.; d. January 5,

started to race horses at Mountain Island. He also

1977, Fort Wright, Ky). Patrons of the two famous
dining and entertainment clubs in Northern Ken
tucky, Fort Wright's Lookout House and South
gate's Beverly Hills Supper Club, may not re
member songwriter and performer Larry Vincent

used the roots of plants to make medicines to cure
various horse ailments. The family moved away
from Mountain Island in the 1940s but continued

to own and maintain the farm. Vinegar bought a
40-acre farm on Ky. Rt. 330 in Owen Co., where he

IKK.

Theodore H. H. Harris

VINICULTURE. Northern Kentucky was a ma
jor producer of wine for a time in the 19th century.
In 1798 Jean Jacques Dufour, a Swiss winegrower,
established the oldestvineyardsociety in the United
States when he started a commercial winery in Jes
samine Co., Ky. Efforts to grow old-world Vitus
vinifera grapes in the western regions of America
proved quite difficult. In Cincinnati, Nicholas Long
worth (1782–1863) experimented with 40 different
varieties before he turned to native grapes. He of.
fered a reward of $500 to anyone who could pro
duce a variety well suited to the climate and soil of
the Ohio Valley. The reward was claimed in 1826
when Major Adlum came up with a Catawba vine
derived from the native Vitus labrusca. By 1840

Kentucky growers produced a mere 2,209 gallons
of wine. Temperance societies had become promi
nent, prompting Methodists in Bracken Co. to pro
duce an unfermented wine in 1842. At this same

time, a large number of German immigrants from
districts along the Rhine River arrived in the re
gion, and Longworth made a standing offer to buy

any and all the grapes brought to him, regardless of
quality. Vineyards soon dotted the hillsides along
the Ohio River, and Longworth began making a
profit. In 1857 the Cincinnati Commercial called
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him "the founder of wine culture in America and

Lukacs, Paul. American Vintage: The Rise of Amer

death from a heart attack in 1953. Vinson was bur

author of sparkling Catawba."

ican Wine. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2000.
U.S. Bureau of the Census. Agriculture of the United
States in 1860: From the Original Returns of the

ied in the Pinehill Cemetery at Louisa.

In 1860 the federal census indicated that Ken

tuckyhad becomethethird-largestgrape-producing
state in the nation, with 136,000 gallons. Campbell
Co. alone produced one-third of the national wine
output. But soon downy mildew, black rot, and the

Eighth Census. Under the Direction of the Secre.
tary of the Interior, Joseph C. G. Kennedy. Wash
ington, D.C.: Bureau of the Census, 1864.
Donald A. Clark

Civil War exacted a serious toll on the Catawba

vines in the region. In 1862 Kentucky's production
dropped to 36,009 gallons, and the next year to
31,030 gallons. In 1865 Dr. J. Taylor Bradford
(1818–1871) sold 10,000 gallons from his Bracken
Co. vineyards to Longworth's Wine House in Cin
cinnati. At an average price of $2.43 per gallon, they
yielded a hefty revenue of $24,300.
The death of Nicholas Longworth and the sale
of his bottling operation in 1870 hurt growers. At
the newly established Agricultural and Mechani
cal College of the University of Kentucky in Lex.
ington, students like Thomas V. Munson (1843–
1913) became fascinated with viniculture and

wrote numerous papers and essays for the school
journal. That interest helped grape growers in
Bracken Co. to expand their production so that
Bracken Co., with an annual production of 30,000
gallons, becameone oftheleading wine-producing
counties in the United States. Along the Ohio
River, Abraham Baker gained a widespread repu
tation for having one of the finest wine cellars in
the nation. By July 19, 1899, an article title in the
Kentucky Post announced, "More Money to Be
Made in Cultivating Vineyards: Farmers Find
Growing Tobacco Is Not Profitable." That situation
changed with the Volstead Act, the federal legisla
tion enacted to enforce the 19th Amendment

(Prohibition) in 1920. The domestic wine indus

try ceased operation. Other crops replaced wine
growing, and it has only been in recent years that
a resurgent interest in domestic wines has encour
aged a few tobacco-growers to cultivate grapes and

VINSON, FREDERICKM. (b. January 22, 1890,
near Louisa, Ky., d. September 8, 1953, Washington,
D.C.). Frederick Moore Vinson, chief justice of the
Supreme Court, was the son of lames and Virginia
Ferguson Vinson. He attended the Kentucky Nor
mal School at Louisa and in 1911 graduated from
the Centre College School of Law at Danville. Vin
sonserved in the U.S. Congress from 1924 to 1929 as
a representative from Kentucky's old Ninth Con
gressional District, which stretched along the Ohio
River from Bracken Co. in Northern Kentucky to
Lawrence Co. in Eastern Kentucky; he was elected
again to serve from 1931 to 1938, representing Ma
son and Bracken counties in Northern Kentucky, in
addition to counties in northeastern Kentucky
(1931–1935, Ninth District, after 1935, Eighth Dis.
trict; see Congressional Districts). During his
time in Congress, Vinson introduced legislation
that would have funded a bridge across the Ohio
River at Augustain Bracken Co.
Vinson resigned from the Congress in 1938 to
serve on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia Circuit. In 1943 President Franklin

D. Roosevelt (1933–1945) appointed him director
of economic stabilization, one of several posts
in which he used his expertise in financial matters
to help finance World War II. In 1945, President
Harry S. Truman (1945–1953) appointed Vinson
U.S. secretary of the treasury, and in 1946 Truman
appointed him chief justice of the U.S. Supreme
Court, a position that he held until his unexpected

establish wineries.

ford Univ. Press, 2005.

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
St. Clair, James E., and Linda Gugin. Chief Justice
Fred M. Vinson of Kentucky: A Political Biogra
phy. Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 2002.
Paul L. Whalen

VISALIA. Visalia was a sixth-class city in eastern
Kenton Co., wedged between Decoursey Pk. (Ky.
Rt. 177) and the Licking River. First settled during
the early 1800s, the city was founded in 1818 when
the Campbell Co. Court authorized Nathaniel
Wise to establish a town site. The name Visalia came

from the founder's surname. The Vise family later
moved to California, where they established an
other town, also named Visalia, in 1852. Because of

its central location within Campbell Co., Visalia
briefly served as the county seat in 1827. Visalia
became part of Kenton Co. upon that county's for
mation in 1840.

The completion of the Covington and Lex
ington Railroad through Visalia in 1853 began a
new chapter in the town's history. For several years,
Visalia was also known as Canton Station, the name

of its railroad depot. A post office opened in the
town in 1855.The railroadbroughtenough prosper
ity to Visalia that the town formally incorporated as
a city in 1869, and by the early 1880s, Visalia had a
general store, agristmill, a Methodistchurch, a saw
mill, a school, and a large tobacco warehouse. The
city honored American statesmen with such street
names as Washington, Jefferson, and Clay. Besides
providing Visalia farmers cheaper access to the
Covington and Cincinnati markets, the railroad al
lowed affluent urban residents to establish country
residences and still attend to their urban business

By the 1950s and the 1960s, Campbell Co. ex:
perienced a resurgence in grape production. For
example, the Schwerin family's Campbell Vine
yard and Orchards harvested 36 tons of grapesan
nually, much of which was sold to the Meier's Win
ery in Ohio. In the early 21st century, the area
of Camp Springs in Campbell Co. returned to its
roots as a wine-producing center. Growers in the
area initiated a Northern Kentucky Wine Festival
at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Camp Springs
in 2005. A major winery is Dennis Walter's Stone
Brook Winery in Camp Springs. Currently, the
Northern Kentucky Vintners and Grape Grower's
Association, a group of 120 winemakers, grape
growers, and related businesses, are attempting to
turn the region into a weekendentertainment des
tination and tap into the commonwealth's agricul

interests. Gen. John W. Finnell, a leading Coving
ton attorney, journalist, and politician, established
an elegant home in Visalia called Sunny Side. On
one occasion, Finnell had a special railroadcar con
duct guests to Sunny Side for an outdoor party at
which they could admire the estate's abundant fruit
trees.

Visalia's scenic beauty made it an outdoor rec
reation destination for Northern Kentuckians. Pic

nic grounds such as Finnell's Grove and Canton
Grove in Visalia were popular during the 1870s.
Visalia resident Thomas Mann owned and oper
ated Canton Grove, which offered rental cabins, a

dance floor, swings, and a ride called the Flying
Dutchman. He also arranged for special railroad
cars for Canton Grove excursionists. Patrons could

tural tourism market.

also reach Canton Grove from Campbell Co. by
ferry. By 1884 Canton Grove had passed from
Mann's ownership and had been renamed Bethel
Grove. The new proprietors further improved the
grounds by constructing a dininghalland 16 addi
tional two-room cottages availableata $15 summer
rental fee. Bethel Grove's summer cottages and re

"Bracken Winery Was Famous," Bracken Co. Chron
icle, October 23, 1930.

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.
Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
De Bow, J. D. B., ed. "Progress of the Great West in
Population, Agriculture, Arts, and Commerce."
Debow's Review4, no. 1 (September 1847):64–65.

Hall, Kermit L. The Oxford Companion to the Su
preme Court of the United States. New York: Ox

Frederick M. Vinson.

duced railroad fares made it affordable for middle

Visitors TO NORTHERN KENtucky.

class businessmen and their families to experience
a taste of the bucolic life that Finnell enjoyed at
Sunny Side. In 1901 Bethel Grove became primar
ily a religious camp and continued as such until the
early 1970s.
The 1913 construction of a bridge at Visalia
spanning the Licking River made Visalia part of
a vital transportation route in rural Kenton and
Campbell Counties. At the time, the decision to
build the bridge stirred a controversy pitting rural
and urban interests against each other. In Kenton
Co., farmers favored the bridge's construction be
cause of the potential markets it opened across the
river. Covington merchants, however, feared a loss
of business to Newport because the bridge would
give Campbell Co. retailers access to rural Kenton
Co. The new Al Schneider Bridge replaced the Vis
alia bridge in 1978.
As a functioning city, Visalia led a precarious
existence beginning in the 1970s. It escaped the
brunt of post-World War II suburbanization that
transformed central Kenton Co. and reincorpo
rated in 1976 but then began to be threatened with
dissolution. In 1979 several residents tried to dis

solve the city, claiming a lack of services received
for their taxes. Garbage collection was the only city
service provided. A decade later, Visalia's mayor
also considered closing the city when city council
vacancies went unfilled. In many instances, Visalia
relied on write-in votes to elect city officials. The
city survived the 1990s; however, the closing of Vis
alia Elementary School in 2003 dealt the commu
nitya severe blow. The Kenton Co. Board of Educa
tion cited budget cuts and declining enrollment as
reasons for the school's closure. A Visalia resident

filed a petition for the dissolution of the city's gov
ernment in January 2006 after discovering that no
one had the authority to issue a building permit
(there had been no active city council since the early
1990s). In September 2006, Kenton circuit judge
Gregory Bartlett ordered the dissolution of the city.
Visalia's population was 198 in 1980, 190 in 1990,
and 111 in 2000.

"City Fades from Lack of Interest," KP. March 12,
1988, 1 K.

"Kenton County's Newest City Also Is Least Known."
KE, May 21, 1979,2A.
"Raspberry Festival," DC, June 21, 1880, 1.

Greg Perkins
VISION 2015. See Forward Quest Inc./Wi
sion 2015.

VISITORS TO NORTHERN KENTUCKY.

The first European visitors to the area that became
Northern Kentucky were explorers. One of them
was Robert de La Salle, a Frenchman who report
edly came down the Ohio River with his party dur
ing the mid-1700s. He camped on the beach at
present-day Dayton, Ky. Later, the Point in Cov
ington was well known to the English frontiersmen
Simon Kenton and Daniel Boone and also

served as a gathering place for the various pioneer
military campaigns launched against the Indians
under the command of Gen. George Rogers
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Franklin D. Roosevelt speaking at the Latonia Racecourse, July 1938.

Clark. In 1751, while exploring the region, Chris
topher Gist stopped at Big Bone Lick. In 1803
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, at the re

quest of President Thomas Jefferson (1800–1808),
also stopped at Big Bone to gather mastodon bones
(see Lewis and Clark in Northern Kentucky).
In 1824 the general Marquis de Lafayette, another
Frenchman, who had helped the United States gain
its independence from Great Britain, came through
Northern Kentucky from Lexington en route to
Cincinnati and upriver from there. Many notable
Northern Kentuckians came out to greet the gen
eral, and some of them were privileged to have him
stay at their homes included among the latter were
the Gaineses. The presence of the Newport Bar
racks in Newport brought significant military fig
ures to Northern Kentucky: Robert E. Lee, George
Custer, and Charles Stuart Tripler, to name justa
few. As the region grew in population, there were
more reasons for prominent politicians and enter
tainers to come and visit. Gen. Phillip Sheridan was
in Newport during the late 1880s to select the site
that became the Fort Thomas Military Reserva
tion. Senthereby Gen. William T. Sherman, Sheri
dan rode his horse from Newport out the Grand
Ave. Turnpike to the fort's site in the District of
the Highlands (Fort Thomas). In 1893 Covington's
Kate Trimble married Edward J. Woolsey of New
York City (see Kate Trimble Woolsey). Kate's
motherinvited the king of Bulgaria, Princess Maria
De Bourbon, and the dowager duchess of Welling
ton to the wedding ceremony.
In the first years of the 20th century, socialists
were plentiful in Covington and Newport, and
future five-time presidential candidate Eugene Vic
tor Debs spoke at Clark's Beach in Dayton in 1905.
In November 1915, the Liberty Bell passed through
along the Louisville and Nashville Railroad
tracks, returning to Philadelphia from San Fran
cisco's Panama-Pacific Exposition. The people of
Covington were out in full force to catch a glimpse
of this permanent piece of U.S. history. The Bev
erly Hills Supper Club in Southgate brought
many big-time entertainers to the area, such as Jack
Benny, Jimmy Durante, Ted Lewis, Marilyn Mon
roe, and Frank Sinatra. Famous strippers who have

danced here include Gypsy Rose Lee, Morganna,
and Sally Rand. Two of major league baseball's fa.
mous pitchers, Cy Young and Satchel Page, pitched
in Newport at the old Rough Riders Park, at W.
Fifth St. and the Licking River.
Sitting, former, and future U.S. presidents have
also visited. Teddy Roosevelt (1901–1909) report
edly visited Richard P. Ernst in Covington for at
least a few hours in the early years of the 20th cen
tury; Franklin D. Roosevelt (1933–1945) spoke at
the Latonia Racecourse in July 1938;John Fitzger
ald Kennedy (1961–1963) washere twice in October
1960, when he traveled to the Cote Brilliante neigh
borhood of Newport, campaigning; and Lyndon
Baines Johnson (1963–1969) came to open the new
campus of Thomas More College in Crestview
Hills in 1968. Otherpresidents motorcaded through
the area after the GreaterCincinnatiairport opened
in 1947 in Northern Kentucky (see Cincinnati/
Northern Kentucky International Airport). In
April 1970, the funeral train for President Dwight
D. Eisenhower (1953–1961) passed through North
ern Kentucky along the C&O rail line, from east to
west, on its way to Manhattan, Kans. There have also
been suggestions that Abraham Lincoln (1861–
1865) visited Richard Southgate at his Newport
home during the mid-1850s. In more recent years,
both Gerald Ford (1974–1977) and George W. Bush
(2001–2009) visited the campus of Northern Ken
tucky University, in 1978 and 2006, respectively.
William Jefferson Clinton (1993–2001) and former

first lady and Democratic presidential candidate
Hillary Clinton visited Northern Kentucky in May
2008, campaigning at Main Strasses Maifest in
advance of the Kentucky primary.
Joseph Cardinal Mindzenty (1974) and Mother
Teresa (1982) both came to Covington as a result of
their Roman Catholic connections. Pope John
Paul II came through the area on his way to Cin
cinnati in 1987.

The Beatles came through Northern Kentucky
twice during the 1960s: first in 1964, from the air
port to the Cincinnati Gardens to perform, and
then in 1966 to sing at old Crosley Field. Similarly,
Elvis Presley was here at least twice, once in 1971
and later in 1976. Several restaurants along the
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VON HOENE, RICHARD A. “DICK”

Dixie Highway in Kenton Co. claim that, early in
his career, Elvis ate there.

Because of its early strategic location as a trans
portation junction, many important people visited
Maysville. Chief Justice John Marshall would visit
his family members there, and both presidential
candidate Henry Clay and President Andrew Jack
son (1829–1837) stopped on their way to and from
Washington, D.C., traveling along the Maysville
and Lexington Turnpike and Zane's Trace head
ing to and from the National Rd. General Lafayette
also passed through Maysville after a stopover in
Cincinnati.

Reis, Jim. “Visitors,” KP February 17, 1986,4K.

VONHOENE, RICHARD A. “DICK” (b. July
17, 1940, Cincinnati, Ohio; d. February 4, 2004,
Cincinnati, Ohio). Comedian, actor, and news

man Dick Von Hoene, known professionally as
the Cool Ghoul, was born in the Madisonville sec

tion of Cincinnati to Harry Frederick and Marga
ret Carolyn Fischer Von Hoene. Dick was edu
cated in local schools and graduated from Purcell
High School in Cincinnati in 1958. He entered the
University of Cincinnati (UC), where he earned a
BA in history and an MA in theater. While at UC,
he performed in collegiate plays and also appeared
in summer stock and community theater produc

Cincinnati legend, a memorable era of live televi
sion shows in the region came to an end.

(Cincinnati Area Music) Awards and was inducted
"Appreciation," CE, February 8, 2004, 13D.

"Cool Ghoul Dick Von Hoene Dies," KP, February 5,
2004, 2K.

“‘Cool Ghoul' Was Icon of Queen City." CE, February,
5, 2004, 1C.

Jack Wessling
VON OHLEN, JOHN (b. May 13, 1941, India
napolis, Ind.). A jazz and big band drummer of na
tional renown, John Von Ohlen is the son of Ray
mond and Alma Von Ohlen. He began classical
piano lessons at age 4 and started playing the trom
bone at age 10. He was 14 when, while observing
drummer Mel Lewis performing at a Stan Kenton
concert, he decided that drumming would be his
profession. He taught himself the drums at home
and played them in his high school's jazz band. Af.
tergraduating from North Central High School in
Indianapolis, Von Ohlen began classes in Jazz
Studies, a prestigious lab band program at North
Texas State University, in 1960. He developed his
drumming craft during a year and a half of per
forming with Ralph Marterie and two years in the
army touring stateside with Showmobile.
In the mid-1960s, Von Ohlen returned to India

Monster Mash show, Von Hoene created the Cool

nouncer on Cincinnati radio station WUBE. He

napolis to perform as a nightclub drummer. Soon he
started traveling the national circuit, joining the
bands of Billy Maxted in 1966 and of the well
known Woody Herman between 1967 and 1968. In
1970 he received a call from his favorite legendary
band leader, Stan Kenton, inviting him to play the

revived his Cool Ghoul character in 1969, while

drums; Von Ohlen toured the United States and Eu

hosting the weekly “scream-in" horror movie show
The character became a phenomenal success, es
pecially among school-age children. Von Hoene

rope with the Kenton band for two years. His skills
and confidence matured under Kenton's guidance.
Kenton also conceived Von Ohlen's stage name, the
"Baron," by which fans still know him today. Von

said that he created the cool ghoul from a number

Ohlen has played for the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra

of different people, including the “poor soul" on

and has backed noted vocalists such as Tony Ben
nett, Rosemary Clooney, and Perry Como. He
toured and recorded with jazz vocalists Carmen

on WXIX Channel 19 television in Cincinnati.

the Jackie Gleason television show. Von Hoene
even had an LP record cut on the Artists Label,

called The Cool Ghoul's Phantasma. During the
early 1980s, he entered a more serious period in
his career when he took a position as news direc
tor for Storer Cable in Northern Kentucky. In the
mid-1990s, he began hosting the Northern Ken
tucky Magazine show on Insight Cable (formerly
Storer Cable) (see Cable Television). In that ca

pacity, he interviewed many celebrities visiting
the area, including singer Chubby Checker and
Olympic gold medal gymnast Mary Lou Retton.
In 1999 Von Hoene was inducted into the Greater

Cincinnati Legends of Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame. In his spare time, he was an avid golfer and
a Civil War history buff.
While shopping on February 4, 2004, Von
Hoene collapsed from an apparent heart attack
and was rushed to Mercy Franciscan Hospital in
Cincinnati, where he died. Funeral services were
held at the Allison and Rose Funeral Home in Cov

ington, and burial was in the Spring Grove Ceme
tery in Cincinnati. With the passing of this Greater

into its Cincinnati Entertainment Awards Hall of

Fame, both in 2005. He resides in Covington with
his life partner, jazz singer Mary Ellen Tanner.
Bird, Rick. "Blue Wisp Big Band Turns 25." CP. Janu

“Kentucky Senate Resolution in Honor of Richard A.
(Dick) Von Hoene," 2004 Regular Session.

tions. In 1961, while a writer on the Bob Smith

Ghoul character for a Halloween production. He
married and had two daughters. In 1962 he took a
job as a copywriter for WCPO radio, remaining
there for about five years, and then became an an

Von Ohlen was honored with the Michael W.

Bany Lifetime Achievement Award of the Cammy

McRae and Mel Tormé.

After 12 years as a traveling musician, Von
Ohlen settled back in the region to form the Blue
Wisp Big Band in 1980. The band performed at the

ary 13, 2005,5T.

. “Tribute: Blue Wisp Big Band Honors Com
posers, Fans with New CD" KP, May 29, 2007, 1B.
CEA. “The Baron Gets His Due." http://citybeat.com/
ceaſ)3pages/halloffame.html (accessed October 1,
2007).

College-Conservatory of Music (CCM), Univ. of
Cincinnati. "John Von Ohlen." www.ccm.uc.edu/

faculty/facultyProfile.aspx?facultyid=54 (accessed
October 1, 2007).

Knippenberg, Jim. “For the Love of Jazz: Drummer
John Von Ohlen Could Play Anywhere in the
World but His Heart Belongs to Downtown's Blue
Wisp,” CE, April 15, 2007, 1D.

John Schlipp
VOTRUBA, JAMES (b. March 26, 1945, East Lan

sing, Mich). James Votruba, president of Northern
Kentucky University (NKU), is the son of Jim and
Betty Votruba. He earned his BA in political science
(1968), his MA in political science and sociology
(1970), and his PhD in higher education administra
tion (1974) from Michigan State University at East
Lansing. He began his career in higher education
with faculty and administrative positions at Drake
University in Des Moines, Iowa, and at the Univer
sity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He served as
dean of the College of Education and Human De
velopment at Binghamton University in Bingham
ton, N.Y., from 1983 to 1989 and as vice provost for
university outreach and professor of higher educa
tion at Michigan State University from 1989 to 1997.
He was named the fourth president of NKU on Au
gust, 1, 1997.

Votruba is a frequent lecturer, an author, and a
consultant in the areas of higher education leader
ship, strategic planning, and public engagement.
In 2002 he chaired the American Association of

State Colleges and Universities (AASCU) Na
tional Task Force on public engagement and later
served as a faculty member in the AASCU New
President's Academy. In 2004 he delivered the an

Cincinnati area club from which its name was de

nual AASCU President-to-Presidents Lecture, en

rived, the Blue Wisp, one of the few remaining
clubs devoted to jazz in the area. It has recorded
seven commercial albums purchased by fans world

titled “Leading the Engaged University." Votruba
has served as president of the Coalition of Urban
and Metropolitan Universities and on a variety of
boards, including the National Campus Compact
Board of Directors, the Association of Governing

wide. Oscar Treadwell, the late Cincinnati radio

jazz historian, stated that these world-class musi
cians have brought more jazz recognition to the
community than any other band. Von Ohlen also
plays weekly at the Dee Felice Café, as well as at
Chez Nora Restaurant (with the Mary Ellen Tan
ner Quartet), both in Covington.
Von Ohlen has been an adjunct instructor of
Jazz Drums at the College Conservatory of Music
at the University of Cincinnati since 1985, mentor
ing students of percussion. His students call him
the "Coach" because he prefers teaching by example
and discussion rather than relying on textbooks.

Boards Council of Presidents, and the Board of

Directors of the Ohio National Mutual Holding
Company.
Under Votruba's leadership, NKU became a na
tional model for civic engagement in higher educa
tion by weaving its cross-discipline outreach pro
grams into the university's undergraduate, graduate,
and law classrooms. He helped the university to
strengthen its position as a regional economic devel
opment engine through initiatives such as the Met
ropolitan Education and Training Services unit, the

VOTRUBA, JAMES

Bank of Kentucky Center, and the creation of the
College of Informatics. During Votruba's tenure,
NKU's enrollment, its overall growth, and the state
and private funding acquired by the university have
reached new levels. The university's Dorothy West
erman Herrmann Natural Science Center, com

pleted in 2002, was at the time Kentucky's largest
academicfacility. A new state-of-the-art student cen
ter was completed in August 2008. NKU also im
plemented comprehensive admission standards for
the first time in the school's history in 2005.

Votruba's regional leadership extends far be
yond NKU's Highland Heights campus. In 2005,
ascochair of Vision 2015, the current planning ini
tiative for Northern Kentucky, he guided a year
long regional visioning process that set a 10-year
agenda for Northern Kentucky's growth and de
velopment. He was named the "Most Influential
Person in Northern Kentucky" by the Sunday
Challenger newspaper in 2005.
Votruba lives in Lakeside Park with his wife, Ra

chel, who is actively involved in several community
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based nonprofit organizations. The Votrubas have
three children and five grandchildren.
May, Lucy. “NKU's Energizer." Business Courier, Feb

ruary 16, 2001, available at www.bizjournals.com/
cincinnati/stories/2001/02/19/story2.html (accessed
March 10, 2006).

“NKU Picks Michigan Educator.” KP April 4, 1997,
1K.

Pulſer, Laura. "At NKU, It's Really Not About Building
at All,” KE, October 9, 2003, B1.

Rick Meyers

WADSWORTH, JOSEPH HENRY (b. June 18,

WADE, RICHARD M. (b. May 11, 1816, Camp
bell Co., Va.; d. February 19, 1878, Covington, Ky.)
Richard Marshall Wade, a steamboat captain in
the commercial trade between Cincinnati and
New Orleans, was the son of Edmund and Mildred

Marshall Wade and a great-grandson of U.S. Su
preme Court chief justice John Marshall of Vir
ginia. Richard Wade's mother died when he was 5

years old. His father lost his fortune when Richard
was 16and moved his family to Kanawha, Va.(mod.
ern W.Va.). Richard then went to work to help sup

port his family. He commanded a fleet of saltboats
on the Kanawha River at age 17. In 1839 he married
Sara Jane Reno, daughter of Lewis Reno, a promi
ment Cincinnati citizen. They moved to Pike St. in
Covington in 1842.

Wade was the pilot of the sternwheeler New
Orleans from 1834 until 1844. Between 1844 and

1861, he served sequentially as captain and master
of the Duchess, the Europa, the Swallow (lost in
a collision), the Cincinnatus, the Queen of the
West, and the Judge Torrence. He was part owner
of the Queen of the West, which became a ram
boat during the Civil War, and the Judge Tor
rence. In 1862 Captain Wade joined the Union
Army as a volunteer and served as executive officer
on the gunboat Carondelet. He took part in the
military campaigns at Fort Henry and Fort Donel
son in Tennessee. His health declined while serving
on the Carondelet and he was discharged in April
1862; he never returned to good health. From 1867
to 1870, he was captain of the General Lytle, the
U.S. Mail Line (Cincinnati Mail Line) Cincinnati

1903, Maysville, Ky; d. December 5, 1974, New
York City). Actor Joseph Henry Wadsworth was the
son of John Gray and Ida Power Wadsworth. He
grew up in the family's large ancestral home, Buf
falo Trace, built by his grandfather, Adna Wads
worth. After graduating from Maysville High
School in 1921, Joseph attended the University of
Kentucky in Lexington. He studied acting at the
Carnegie Institute of Technology's drama school in

Pittsburgh, Pa. Using the stage name Henry Wads
worth, he appeared on the Broadway stage, in mov
ies in Hollywood, and on television. He played sev
eral juvenile roles in films in the early 1930s,
becomingknown as "the perpetualjuvenile"Wads
worth first appeared on Broadway in 1927 in the ti
tle role of Howard Lindsay's Tommy. Two years
later, he made his movie debut in Applause as a
sailor on leave in New York City. The two best
known films in which he appeared were The Thin
Man and the Oscar-winning It Happened One
Night, both released in 1934. His last film appear
ance was in the 1943 production of Silver Skates,
and his last Broadway appearance was in Rodgers &
Hammerstein's 1950 musical The Happy Time.
After World War II, Wadsworth traveled to Japan
to entertain American troops stationed there. Dur
inghisacting career healso servedas administrator

Bell rather than to native-born John C. Breckin

ridge, standard-bearer of the Southern Democrats.
With the Civil War approaching, supporters of
the Union nominated Wadsworth to run for the

37th Congress in 1861 from the Maysville District,
and he won handily. In Washington, D.C., he was a
conservative Union man who supported the com
promise proposals of fellow Kentuckian John J.
Crittenden and opposed what he considered the
coercive policies of Abraham Lincoln's adminis
tration and Congress toward the South. Yet he ac
cepted the war, while wanting to ameliorate its de
structiveness, and even served for a time in the

Union Army. Bearing the rank of colonel, he was
an aide to fellow Maysvillian Gen. William
“Bull” Nelson at the Battle of Ivy Mountain and
also served under generals Green Clay Smith
and Lew Wallace. Wadsworth was reelected to the

38th Congress in 1863. After the war, he returned
to the practice of law, though now supporting the
Republican Party. In the presidential election of
1868, he campaigned for Gen. Ulysses S. Grant,
who had been his schoolmate at the Maysville
Seminary. As president, Grant appointed Wads
worth to an important commission that adjudi

of the Motion Picture Health and Welfare Plan and

cated millions of dollars worth of claims between

as president of the American Federation of Labor
Film Council. Late in life, he turned to designing
theater costumes while living in New York City,
During summers he returned to his childhood

the United States and Mexico. Wadsworth re

home, Buffalo Trace. Wadsworth died in New York

City in 1974 and was buried in the Maysville Cem
etery in Maysville, Ky.
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. Maysville, Kentucky:
From Past to Present in Pictures. Maysville, Ky.
Mason Co. Museum, 1983.

. The Towns of Mason County. Their Past in
Pictures. Maysville, Ky: Maysville and Mason Co.
Library Historical and Scientific Association,
1986.

to-Louisville service, and temporary captain or
master of the United States in 1868. Wade's and

1860. During the campaign, Wadsworth worked
vigorously and helped stir up Union sentiment in
the state so that Kentucky's electoral votes went to

"Henry Wadsworth, Stage, Film Actor." NYT De

turned to politics when he was elected to the 49th
Congress in 1884 but did not run again in 1886. He
was serving as general attorney for the Chesa
peake and Ohio Railroad Company in Ken
tucky upon his death in 1893. He was buried in the
Maysville Cemetery.
Biographical Cyclopedia of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky. Chicago: Iohn M. Gresham, 1896.
Biographical Directory of the United States Con
gress, 1774-2005. Washington, DC: Government

Printing Office, 2005.
Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky Cincinnati.
| M. Armstrong, 1878.
Thomas S. Ward

cember 7, 1974, 32.

another river pilot's confusion in signals on a foggy
night resulted in the collision of the United States
and the America on December 4, 1868, at Warsaw,

Maysville Public Ledger December 6, 1974, 1.
Thomas S. Ward

causing the loss of 74 lives. As a result, both pilots
had their licenses revoked. Wade's career continued

as captain (but not as pilot) of the Robert Mitchell,
the St. James, and the Bostona. He was made su

perintendent of the U.S. Mail Line in 1874, a posi
tion he held until his death from consumption in
1878 at age 62. He was buried at Linden Grove
Cemetery in Covington. His wife, Sarah Jane, was a
founder of the First Presbyterian Church in Cov
ington. They had 12 children.
"Account of the Collision of the America and the

WADSworth, WILLIAM HENRY(b. July 4,
1821, Maysville, Ky; d. April 2, 1893, Maysville,
Ky.) Lawyer and legislator William Henry Wads
worth was the son of Adna A. and Mary Williams
Ramsdell Wadsworth. He began his schooling at
Tuckahoe Ridge in Virginia, then continued at the
Maysville Seminary (Maysville Academy), and
finally graduated with honors in 1842 from Au
gusta College in Augusta. He was admitted to the
bar in 1844 after studying law in the office of
Thomas Y. Payne and Henry Waller. He married

United States," Sand D Reflector 5, no.4(Decem

Martha Morehead Wood. In 1853 Wadsworth was

ber 1968): 18–22.

elected to the state Senate as a Whig. He lost his bid

"Death Notice," CDE, February 20, 1878, 5.

for reelection in 1856 to a candidate of the Ameri

"Death Notice." CE, February 20, 1878, 5.
Linden Grove Cemetery Records, Covington, Ky.
"Pioneer Dying." KPJune 24, 1905, 2.

can Party who had the support of many Demo

Marja Barrett

crats. He ran as an elector for the Constitutional

Union Party's candidates, John Bell and Edward
Everett, in the momentous presidential election of

WADSWORTH WATCH CASE COMPANY.

In fall 1889 Harry A. Wadsworth, along with two
partners, J. H. Stegeman and H. Remke, built the
first Wadsworth Watch Case Company factory, a
two-story structure at the southeast corner of Jef.
ferson (modern Sixth St.)and Overton Sts. in New

port. In January 1892 the company incorporated,
dissolving itsformer partnershipstructure. Within
a few years it earned a national reputation for its
gold-filled watch cases. During the 1890s the watch
case manufacturing operation moved to a nearby
building, formerly the homeofthe Dueber Watch
Case Company, Newport's first nationally recog
nized watch case company, at Fifth St. and Wash
ington Ave. After it had operated in Newport for
about a decade, rumors began to circulate that the
company would be moving out of state; but in
stead, in November 1899, it moved to Dayton, Ky.,
and made watch cases in part of the former Victo
ria Cordage Company complex, a ropewalkbusi
ness, at Fifth and Clay Sts. At first the Wadsworth

WALCOTT COVERED BRIDGE

firm shared space with the Harvard Piano Com
pany. The building the companies shared was a
blockaway from the new Speers Memorial Hos
pital. At the time, Dayton was a growing Northern
Kentucky city.
Wadsworth employed 261 workers in 1900 and
had an immediate impact on Dayton's economy

and quality of life. The large steam engines origi
nally installed by the rope-manufacturing plant
produced more power than was needed to make
watch cases, so the excess power was used to pro
vide the city with electric lights for several years.
Things did not always run completely smooth at the
company; in 1913, for instance, the watch-polishers
union called for astrike. Nevertheless, Wadsworth's

plantsize and number of employees both increased
over time, and 600 people were employed by 1920.
The flood of 1937 did some damage to the plant,
but soon the machines were again humming as the
factory turned out quality watch cases and ladies

"Articles of Incorporation,” KSJ, January 7, 1892,5.
Dayton Centennial Committee. Centennial, Day
ton, Kentucky, 1849–1949. Dayton, Ky: Dayton
Centennial Committee, 1949.

"Dayton, KY, Boom," KP, November 23, 1899, 1.
"New Company to Open in City," KP, October 8,
1889, 2.

Reis, Jim."Dayton. King of Cordage," KP, April 7,4K.
"Smokestacks Once a Familiar Sight," KP, July
14, 1986, 4K.

“Strikers Form Union in Watch Factory Strike." KP
January 16, 1913,5,

“To Move—Wadsworth Company to Locate Else
where," KP, August 4, 1899, 5.
“The Work Was Hard ... the Friendship Sure," KP,
September 21, 1990, 1K.

WAINSCOTT, GEORGE LEE (b. May 6, 1867,
Owen Co., Ky; d. May 15, 1944, Cincinnati, Ohio).
George L. Wainscott, the creator of the Ale-8-One
soft drink, was the son of G. W. and Elizabeth Han

cock Wainscott. The first name Wainscott's parents
gave him was Lee, but he added “George" because he
ever, close friends, family, and associates still called
him Lee. In 1896 he moved to Winchester in Clark

Co. to operate the Rees House, a hotel. In 1902 he

opened his first bottling plant, Wainscott Bottling
Works, on Main St. in Winchester. He marketed
various fruit-flavored drinks and soda water. In

1906 he began to sell Roxa-Kola, a drink named af.
ter his first wife, Roxanne. Roxa-Kola was a popular

the other Wainscott drinks, concentrating on Ale
8-One, and Frank A. Rogers III, Wainscott's grand
nephew, joined the company's management.
the cola giants Pepsi and Coca Cola. Some simply
call it "Ale-8"Today, Frank Rogers III and his three
children own the company. Wainscott's family has
maintained his secret formula and the unique bot
tle and logo. The availability of Ale-8-One has ex
panded outside of the Winchester-Lexington area,
and it is now available in Greater Cincinnati, Day
ton, Louisville, and throughout much of Kentucky.
Ale-8-One: Company History. Ale-8-One Bottling
Company Inc. www.ale8.one.com/companyhistory
.html.

"Death Takes G.L. Wainscott, Lexington Leader,
May 15, 1944, 1.

Elmore, Deanna, public relations administrator for
Ale-8-One Bottling Company. Telephone inter
view by Sharon McGee, August 11, 2004, Win
chester, Ky.
"Funeral Rites for G. Lee Wainscott Planned Wednes

rival of the cola drinks, but it never became as suc
cessful as Coke, so it was discontinued about 25

blended recipes during a visit to northern Europe.
He created a unique and difficult-to-describe flavor
in Ale-8-One. Some described it as aginger and cit
rus flavor; others said it was like ginger ale with a
hint of fruit. The beverage was named by a local girl
in a naming contest that Wainscott held. Her expla

who had served in World War II.

nation for the name Ale-8-One was that it meant "A

years after Wainscott's death.
In 1926 Wainscott was inspired to create the

Ale-8-OneSoftdrink afteracquiringseveralginger

Late One," the latest craze in soft drinks.
Wainscott was also involved in various other

30,000 square feet of space and planned for its re
turn to the production of watch cases and jewelry
items. The postwar years included a 1947 strike for
higher pay, but Wadsworth continued to operate
until it was reported in the mid-1950s that the
Wadsworth Watch Case Company was to be pur
chased by a competitor, the Elgin National Watch
Case Company of Elgin, Ill., for $2.7 million. The
Illinois watch case firm said that the plant would

business endeavors. He was engaged in the coal and
lumber business with his cousin judge Joe Lindsay.
For many years, he served as director and treasurer
of the Clark Co. Health and Welfare League. He also
operated a large farm near Becknerville and owned
several buildings in Winchester. He was a member
of the Board of Trustees of the First Baptist Church
and served as director of the Kentucky Baptist Chil

continue to function as the Wadsworth Watch

dren's home at Glendale (near Louisville). He was

Case Company under the direction of Arthur W.

also a delegate to the Democratic National Conven
tion at Chicago in 1936. Wainscott was a president
of the board of directors of the Clark Co. Hospital
and one of the hospital's founders. Wainscott Hall, a
nursing-home section of the hospital, was estab
lished with funds contributed by Wainscott. It was

changes implemented after the sale did not work
out well, and company officials announced on Sep
tember 21, 1957, that the plant in Dayton would
close on January 1, 1958. At the time, the Wads
worth Watch Case Company had some 200 em
ployees and was Dayton's largest employer. It was
often said around Dayton that almost everyone in

Bottling Company. Roger's son, Frank A. Rogers
Jr., then became the manager and was later named
president, and the company began to grow phe
nomenally. In 1974 the company ceased to produce

wanted to be referred to as G. L. Wainscott. How

fire created much smoke, and one employee was
trapped in a basement room; he was eventually
rescued by firefighters. The Wadsworth Watch
Case Company proudly produced more than 100
million precision parts during the war and earned
five separate “E” awards, which were given for ex
cellence of effort in military production. Employ
ment at the factory peaked at 1,350 workers in
1943. The firm dedicated a plaque at its plant on
January 6, 1947, to honor its 246 men and women

Wadsworth, the son of a cofounder. However,

Frank A. Rogers, inherited her halfoſthe company.
In 1962 Rogers bought out his partners and incor
porated into the firm now known as the Ale-8-One

In Winchester, Ale-8-One is as well known as

World War II brought changes: the firm an
swered the nation's call to duty by converting most
of its facilities to the production of war materials,
such as shell casings, machine guns, and radio
parts. It was a time of high security, and early in the
war Wadsworth erected a high fence on the prop
erty. Police were alerted to check on cars double
parked around the plant, out of concern that they
could be used as bombs. A fire at the company in
November 1943 initially raised some concerns, but

At the end of the war, the company added

buried at the Lexington Cemetery in Lexington.
He left half of his company to his wife, Jane Rogers
Wainscott, and the remainder to company em
ployees. A decade later, Jane died, and her brother,

Daryl Polley

compacts.

it was found that instead of sabotage, it was a sim
ple case of rubbish being ignited by a furnace. The
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dedicated in 1933.

After along illness, Wainscott died at a Cincin
nati hospital in 1944 at age 77, leaving behind a

town had worked at some time or another at

wife and no children. His funeral was held at the

“Waddy's."

Scobee Funeral Home in Winchester, and he was

day." Winchester Sun, May 15, 1944.
Lomax, Rebecca. “The Latest Thing. Popular Soft
Drink Is Now Available in Cincinnati.” City Beat
8, no. 36, July 18–24, 2002, available at www

citybeat.com/2002-07-18/dinershtml.
"Long illness Proves Fatal to G. L. Wainscott: City
Soft Drink Manufacturer Dies at Cincinnati,"

Winchester Sun, May 15, 1944.
Sharon McGee
WALCOTT COVERED BRIDGE. The extant

Walcott Covered Bridge across Locust Creek in
Bracken Co. is located adjacent to Ky. Rt. 1159, about
four miles north of Brookville. That location has

had one bridge or another since 1824. The Walcott
Covered Bridge is a 74-foot-long truss bridge made
of sawed timbers. It was built in about 1880, using a
combination of king and queen posts. The bridge,
which is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places, was closed to automobile traffic in 1954 and

was repaired in 1984. The Bracken Co. Historical
Society oversees its preservation.
Covered bridges were built to prolong the useful
life of the wooden floors and the trusses of bridges.
The sloped roof of the covered bridge protected the
deck and main trusses of the bridge from rain and
snow and the heat of the sun. Covered bridges once
numbered in the hundreds within Kentucky, but
many of them have been destroyed by bridge
burning during the Civil War, heavy vehicles,
floods, storms, neglect, and arson.
Brandenburg, Phyllis, and David Brandenburg. Ken
tucky's Covered Bridges. Cincinnati: Kentucky's
Writer Guild, 1968.

924

WALKER, LYMAN R.

Powell, Robert A. Kentucky's Covered Wooden
Bridges. Lexington: Kentucky Images, 1984,

lieutenant in March 1941, trained at Camp Benning,
Ga., and arrived in Italy as a member of the 366th

White, Vernon. Covered Bridges. Berea: Kentucky
Imprints, 1985.

Infantry Regiment, 92nd Infantry Division, in July

Charles H. Bogart

1944. In January 1945 Maj. Gen. Edward M. Al
mond, commanding officer of the 92nd Infantry

WALKER, LYMAN R. (b. April, 22, 1880, Zanes

meritorious service. The award reads, “Lieutenant

ville, Ohio; d. Feb. 23, 1933, Cleveland, Ohio). Ar

Walker took a raiding party across a canal, penetrat
ing enemy lines, smashing installations, returning
with German prisoners." Walker was wounded in
action in Italy and received numerous other medals,
including the Purple Heart. After World War II,

Division, presented to Walker the Silver Star for

chitect Lyman Walker was the son of Richard B.
and Lucretia Morgan Walker. When Lyman was 10

years old, his family moved to Covington, and his
father, Richard Walker, became one of the city's
prominent businessmen; he was in the real estate
and brokerage businesses. Lyman received his
early education in Zanesville Public Schools and
later attended Covington Common Schools. In
1894, at age 14, he left school to work in an archi
tect's office. He learned the profession quickly and
was soon hired by Samuel Hannaford and Sons,
in Cincinnati. He remained with that firm for three

years. In 1900 he took a position with the U.S.
Army Signal Corps as an assistant supervising ar
chitect in Cuba, where he remained until the mili

tary occupation ended in 1902. For the next two
years, he did architectural work in Omaha, Neb.

he moved to Cleveland, Ohio, where he worked for

the U.S. Veterans Administration and later taught
in the Cleveland Public School System. His teaching
career as a mathematics teacher spanned 43 years,
and he also did postgraduate work at Case Western
Reserve University in Cleveland. Remaining in the
Army Reserve, he obtained the rank of major. He
often returned to Covington to visit his mother at
the family residence on W. 15th St. At the age of 86
Walker died in 1995 in Cleveland and was buried
there.

“Citations, Awards for Servicemen," KTS, January 19,
1945, 2.

Walker was married twice, first to Helen Bondeson
Cohen, Haskell. "Decorate 17 in 92nd Division,"

and later to Gayle Towson. He returned to Coving
ton in 1904 and continued to work as an architect.

Walker designed the Villa Madonna Academy
in Villa Hills (1907); St.Stephen's Episcopal Church
in Latonia; the Dan Cohen Building (see Cohen
Shoe Stores) on Pike St. in Covington; Coving
ton's Seventh District School, 21st and Center Sts.;

Pittsburgh Courier, January 13, 1945,5.
Harris, Ted. “Stories of African-Americans in WWII

Went Untold," KP, February 28, 2002,4K.
“Military Notes, Maj. Melvin W. Walker," KTS, July

designed portable stages and sets for small produc
tions that could be transported easily and set up
quickly in small venues. His portmanteau produc
tions were mainly a series of short one-act plays, vi
gnettes. During the 1920s Walker sponsored high
school dramatic competitions among the high
schools of Northern Kentucky, and the prize was
one of his portable sets. In 1930 his career changed
as he went to Hollywood, Calif., where he wrote,
produced, or directed several classic movies: To
night Is Ours, Great Expectations, The Mystery
of Edwin Drood, and The Werewolf of London.
But his stellar Hollywood career was cut short at
age 60 when he died of a cerebral hemorrhage in
Beverly Hills, Calif. He was buried in Cincinnati at
Spring Grove Cemetery in his family's lot.
“Death Takes Stuart Walker, Veteran Theatrical Pro
ducer,” CE, March 14, 1941, 1.

Spring Grove Cemetery Records, Cincinnati.

Ward, William S. A Literary History of Kentucky,
Knoxville: Univ. of Tennessee Press, 1988.

WALKER, WILLIAM ERNEST (b. November

19, 1869, Covington, Ky.; d. December 25, 1918,
Chicago, Ill.). William E. Walker, a Chicago archi
tect, was born and raised in Covington, where he
attended both public and private schools. He en
tered Yale University at New Haven, Conn., and
received a BA in architecture in 1891. His first job
was as a draftsman with the Henry Ives Cobb ar

23, 1956, 4A.

Perkins, Olivera. “Melvin Walker, Cleveland Teacher.”

chitectural firm in Chicago. He was employed there

Cleveland Plain Dealer, December 29, 1995, 6.

until 1897, when he took a position as supervisor

and, in conjunction with architects Harry Hake
and George W. Schofield, the old Farmers' and

Theodore H. H. Harris

Traders' Bank (later, First National Bank), on the

WALKER, STUART H. (b. March 4, 1880, Au

northwest corner of Sixth and Madison in Cov

gusta, Ky.; d. March 13, 1941, Beverly Hills, Calif).
Stuart Walker, an actor and movie producer, was

of construction for the Chicago Board of Educa
tion. In 1902 Walker left that job and opened his
own architectural firm. Most of his work was in

strong Walker. By 1900 his family had moved to 63

the design and planning of large commercial build
ings and fireproof apartment houses. One of those
was a nine-story apartment building at 136 Lake
Shore Dr., believed to be the first in Chicago fea
turing a penthouse. He died of a heart attack in

World War I, Walker served as alieutenant in the

Front St. in Covington, the town that claimed him.

his home at 67E. Division St. in Chicago, on Christ

U.S. Army Signal Corps; he once captured 78 Ger
man soldiers by himself. After the war he moved to
Cleveland, Ohio, where he specialized in the de
sign of apartment buildings. He died at age 52 of
nephritis at the Huron Road Hospital near Cleve
land in 1933 and was buried at Highland Park Cem
etery in Cleveland.

Walker's mechanical inclination foreshadowed his

mas Day 1918. Funeral services were held at St.
Chrysostom Catholic Church, and burial was in
Graceland Cemetery. Walker was survived by his
wife, Mildred Rogers Walker, and their 12-year
old daughter, Edith.

ington. In conjunction with George W. Schofield,
Walker designed the YMCA building in Coving
ton at Madison Ave and Pike St. in 1913. During

the son of Clifford S. and Matilda Taliaferro Arm

future early in his youth. He would build small
theater sets and put on plays for his family. They
begged him to produce new plays, so at age 12 he
began to write his own stage productions. He stud
ied engineering, graduating from the University of
Cincinnati, and he also studied at the American

Grossman, James R., Ann Durkin Keating, and Janice
L. Reiff, eds. The Encyclopedia of Chicago. Chi

WALKER, MELVIN WADDELL, MAJOR (b.

Academy of Dramatic Arts in New York City. By
1912 he was in charge of two New York City the
aters owned by the famed director David Belasco.
Belasco was also the mentor of Covington actress
Dorothy Abbott. Walker worked his way up from
stage manager, playing minor parts, and was be
ginning to show great ability as an actor. He began
performing in touring road shows. In the 1920s he

April 13, 1909, Covington, Ky; d. January 19, 1995,

returned to the Cincinnati-Northern Kentucky

Cleveland, Ohio). Warhero and educator Melvin W.

Walker was the only child of]ohn and Helen Walker.

region and formed the Cincinnati Stuart Walker
Company to promote, direct, and produce theatri

WALLACE WOODS. Wallace Woods is a neigh
borhood in Covington, named for the farm of Rob
ert Wallace Jr. (1789–1863), who purchased these

He was a graduate of William Grant High School

calentertainment. He managed repertory seasons

lands from Oneras Powell in 1828. The 80 or so

(1929) and the classmate of Covington attorney
John W. Delaney Jr. Walker graduated from Wil
berforce College in Ohio with a BA in 1933. While
at Wilberforce, he took ROTC training. He later re

in Cincinnati, Indianapolis, Ind; New York City,
Dayton, Ohio; Chicago; Louisville; and Baltimore.

and on the west by the old Banklick road to Lexing

Highland Park Cemetery Records, Cleveland, Ohio.
“How One American Soldier Captured Seventy-eight
German Troops." KTS, August 7, 1918, 2.
“Looters Caught at Work at Walker Fire,” KP, June 5,
1913, 3.

Rootsweb. "Lyman Walker." www.rootsweb.com.

cago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 2004.
"William Ernest Walker Dies of Heart Ailment,” Chi

cago Daily Tribune, December 27, 1918, 10.
Withey, Henry F., and Elsie Rathburn Withey. Bio

graphical Dictionary of American Architects
(Deceased). Los Angeles. Hennessey and Ingalls,
1970.

acres werebounded on the east by the Licking River

He was the first producer to bring Booth Tarking

ton. On the south side of the farm, several owners

held the land later acquired by Eugene Levassor

ceived a BS and an MA from the Ohio State Univer

ton's Seventeen to the stage. Walker is also cred
ited with founding the portmanteau theater move

sity in Columbus. Walkerentered the U.S. Armyasa

ment, also called the little theater movement. He

ary became the southern city limit of Covington in

and Daniel Holmes. The farm's northern bound

WALLING, ALONZO, AND SCOTT JACKSON

1850. The old road to Lexington was part of thean
cient Great Buffalo Path, which crossed the Ohio

River at the mouth of the Licking River. This path
way continued south to the Dry Ridge Trace at
Walton, which connected Lexington and Big Bone
Lick in Boone Co. In 1819, twice-daily stage runs
carried the mail and passengers from Lexington to
Covington.
The Wallace family, who were from Delaware,
began their trip to Cincinnati in 1801, when Rob
ert Wallace Sr., an artillery officer who had served
under Gen. George Washington, moved west to
Marietta, Ohio. In 1809 the Wallaces settled in

Cincinnati, where they were counted among the
city's pioneers in 1840. Robert Wallace Jr. became
anaidedecamp to Gen. William Hullashemarched
in the War of 1812 to capture Detroit, Mich., from
the British. Wallace was captured with the rest
of the garrison when Hull surrendered in August
1812.

into a defensive line that stretched along the Ohio
River from Fort Thomas to above Ludlow. A wagon
road, covered by rifle pits, connected periodic bat
teries. A pontoon bridge crossed the Licking
River about where 26th St. in Covington now runs
up to the Larz Anderson Battery on tunnel hill.
Union general Lew Wallace's headquarters were
located in the Thompson house in the winery that
looked out over the Banklick Creek valley toward
the Latonia Springs. Martial law was declared in
the Wallace Woods area and southward and farms

in the area were ordered vacated. A young soldier
from Illinois described sleeping in a vineyard with
hundreds of other Union troops behind vacated
mansions. By mid-October it became obvious that
Confederate general Henry Heth was not going to
attack Covington or Newport, and within weeks
the Union trenches were empty.
Col. Robert Wallace died of dysentery in August
1863, and his obituary recounted his military ad

After he was paroled, Wallace returned to

ventures in the War of 1812. It also listed his activi

Chillicothe, Ohio, in 1816, where he married Jane

which he piloted from Louisville to New Orleans
for the company. While in Louisville, Wallace ac
quired a family of slaves and from then on was a
slaveholding Southern sympathizer. When he re

ties as a leader of the Democratic Party and as the
head of grand juries in Covington dealing with slav
ery issues. After Jane Sterrett Wallace died in 1883,
the Longwood mansion and grounds rested in the
hands of C. G. Wallace, her younger son, and her
orphaned granddaughter Jennie. The land north
and west of the Longwood estate was incorporated
as Central Covington in 1880. About 10 years later,

turned to the Cincinnati area in 1826, he moved

the residents of the Wallace, Holmes, and Levassor

from Cincinnati to Longwood, Ky., so that he
could keep his slaves. He first built a log cabin in
his woods along the Banklick Turnpike, in

farms petitioned Central Covington to annex them
so that the residents could avoid the higher taxes in
Covington, which was known to be interested in
annexing these farms. C. G. Wallace died in 1893,
and Jennie Holmes sued his heirs living in Ohio to
force a subdivision of the Wallace farm, permitting

Eliza Sterrett and became a partner in the Miami
Exporting Company with his brother-in-law Jacob
Baum. Wallace built a steamboat, the Hercules,

which he held a financial and an administrative

interest. The new Latonia Springs outside Cov
ington and three miles farther out the turnpike
were drawing visitors from Cincinnati and from
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Office Military Warrant (no. 1567) for 2,300 acres
in Kentucky. An 800-acre portion was located in
Mason Co. and the remaining 1,500 acres in
modern-day Falmouth.
john Waller and his brother Edward came west

to Kentucky in spring 1784 and helped Simon Ken
ton establish Kenton Station. The Waller brothers

then left the Maysville area and traveled to Blue
Licks in modern Robertson Co. There they parted
company. Edward went south to the Paris, Ky., area
and John moved west down the Licking River to the
territory that became Falmouth, John married Gar
ner Routt, the daughter of William Routt of later
Bourbon Co., on August 16, 1784, and they had 10
children; the records do not reveal why she left him,
taking all their children with her to Western Ken
tucky, and never returned. Much of Waller's land
was sold and resold several times to settle title dis

putes. Attempts to resolve the matters in Waller's
favor through the Kentucky state legislature and the
U.S. Supreme Court failed. Many of the Waller
family's records that might have shed light on Fal
mouth's early history have been lost. A fire destroyed

the original Waller cabin near Falmouth during the
late 1800s, leaving many questions unanswered.
Waller was elected in 1791 as a representative
to the general assembly of Virginia. On December
7, 1791, he received a certificate for being a Past
Master in the Masonic Lodge. When the trustees
of Falmouth held their first meeting in 1794, Waller
was appointed clerk pro tem. The selling of lots in
the town of Falmouth began on Monday, July 22,
1794, on order of the trustees, and Waller, as clerk,
was instructed to advertise the sale.

Waller died in 1823 in the two-story log house
that he erected on Bunker Hill in Pendleton Co.

settlement of Robert Wallace's estate. The first lots in

He was buried, as was the custom at the time, in

the South.

the new subdivision were sold in 1894, but construc

the garden graveyard on that property.

About 1840 Robert Wallace built a large house
with a portico on the ridge overlooking the turn

borrowed $12,000, using his estate, which was

tion was slow because of the poor economy. More
than half of the lots were built on by 1910 and the
remainder were built on by 1920. When Central
Covington was annexed by Covington in 1906, the
Wallace farms became a neighborhood within
Covington.

called Longwood, as collateral. In 1841 he found
himself bankrupted by the financial crash that had

“Covington's First Suburb–Turning 100," KE, May 7,

pike. He furnished it with fancy rugs and furniture
purchased at his son-in-law's business, the John
Shillito department store in Cincinnati. Wallace

Hartman, Margaret Strebel. Life History of Captain
John Waller, 1758–1823. Falmouth, Ky:Warren J.
Shonert, 1985.

Kleber, John E. ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia. Lex

ington Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
Mildred Belew

1995, B3.
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occurred, but his brothers and his son-in-law were

able to buy the Wallace farm and the Longwood
mansion, and disaster was averted. In 1850 the City
of Covington annexed all of the land up to the Wal
lace farm, which became the southern city limit.
Wallace laid out a subdivision on the new Wallace

Gastright, Joseph F. Gentlemen Farmers to City
Folks: A Study of Wallace Woods, Covington,
Kentucky. Cincinnati: Cincinnati Historical Soci
ety, 1980.

SON (Walling; b. October 20, 1876, Mount Car
mel, Ind; d. March 20, 1897, Newport, Ky., Jackson:

“A Place for Pride to Endure; Wallace Woods Lives as

Symbol of City's Spirit," KP, November 2, 1995, IK.

1897, Newport, Ky.) Walling and Jackson gained
notoriety through their convictions as murderers.
Early on the morning of February 1, 1896,

Joseph F. Gastright

young Jack Hewling trudged along an abandoned

Ave., which ran east of Greenup St. Only a few lots
were sold before the Civil War, and the subdivi

sion was closed. The large beech grove from Gree
nup St. east on Wallace Ave. became a community
picnic ground, which by 1880 was known as Wal
lace Woods. From 1851 to 1854 the Covington
and Lexington Railroad was completed west of

the turnpike, and Covington began slowly to fill in
the undevelopedland north of the farm.
With the rumblings of war in 1861, Union ar
tillery batteries were developed on the hills south
of Covington and Newport, the cannons targeting
the roads to the South. In August 1862, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers expanded the batteries

WALLER, JOHN, CAPTAIN (b. 1758, Stafford

Co.Virginia; d. February 1823, Bunker Hill, Pend
leton Co., Ky.) John Waller, a Revolutionary War
veteran and an early settler, who named the town
of Falmouth, was one of the eight children of John
and Mary Mathews Waller. He enlisted in the
American Army on January 7, 1777, and was sworn
in by Capt. John Mountjoy. After serving for three

years in the 10th Regiment, he was honorably dis
charged in January 1780 at Philadelphia, having
attained the rank of captain. He received a Land

b. March 1, 1869, Wiscasset, Maine; d. March 20,

lane paralleling the Alexandria Pike (U.S. 27) in
Northern Kentucky, south of Newport. In the dim
light, seeing a bundle of dark clothing lying be
tween two bushes, he stopped to investigate and
then retched in horror as he recognized a woman's
body lacking a head. Lurid details of this sensa
tional case appeared in the press nationwide for
the next 13 months.
Authorities discovered that the victim was four

or five months pregnant and that she was wearing
tiny, size 3B, shoes from a store in Greencastle, Ind.
Ultimately, police found that she was Pearl Bryan,
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the 23-year-old daughter of a wealthy Greencastle
farmer. Bryan's family thought she was visiting a
friend in Indianapolis, Ind. Her parents had no
knowledge of the pregnancy and were devastated
when they were able to identify her clothing. After
a week of investigation, Scott Jackson, a 26-year
old resident ofGreencastle, and 21-year-old Alonzo
Walling, of Mount Carmel, Ind. (just east of
Brookville in the southeastern part of the state),

were arrested and charged with Bryan's murder.
Jackson and Walling were roommates and stu
dents at the Ohio Dental College in Cincinnati,
Alonzo Walling was born in Indiana, the son
of Samuel A. Walling, who died when Alonzo was
three years old. The family moved to Hamilton,
Ohio, and in subsequent years lived in College
Corners, Woodsdale, and Ripley, Ohio, and finally
Greencastle, Ind.

Scott Jackson was born in New England, the
son of Ebenezer Jackson, a well-known naval com

modore. Scott's mother, Sarah, was a leading liter
ary and social figure in their coastal Maine com
munity of Wiscasset, north of Portland. During
his turbulent youthful years, Scott was largely left

During the month of February, investigators
pieced together the following likely sequence of
events. Upon Bryan's arrival in Cincinnati, Jack
son tried to convince her that there would be no

James L. McDonald and Arden G. Christen

wedding and that an abortion was the only escape
from their dilemma, Jackson had previously asked
Walling to help him in performing the abortion;
they arrogantly assumed that their knowledge
from anatomy and surgery courses would be suffi
cient to successfully carry it out.
Bryan strongly resisted the plan, but Jackson
administered cocaine to her, suggesting that the
drug could induce an abortion. When it failed to
do so, late on the night of January 31, 1896, Jackson
and Walling rented a buggy, crossed the Ohio
River with the drugged and dazed Bryan, and
drove to a secluded spot near the Fort Thomas
Military Reservation in the Highlands. On a
nearby hillside, it is likely that Jackson used surgi
cal instruments to remove Bryan's head. Assuming
that the body could never be identified without a
head, they transported the head in Bryan's valise
from the murder site back to Cincinnati, where

they probably disposed of it in the dental school's

to his own devices and had numerous close friends

furnace,

with poor reputations. He developed a taste for al
cohol, fast living, horse racing, and women. Later,
in New Jersey, Scott was charged with embezzling
money from customers of the Pennsylvania Rail

When arrested, Jackson and Walling blamed
each other for the murder, perhaps thinking that a
jury could not convict them without a confession.
Feelings ran so high against the two that threats of
publiclynching were ever present in Newport. Jack
son'strial began April 21, 1896, before ſudge Charles
Helm in Campbell Co.'s Newport courthouse. On

road and was granted jmmunity from prosecution
by testifying against his codefendant, who subse
quently went to prison. Humiliated, Sarah and
Scott moved to Greencastle, Ind., to join his step
sister who lived there with her husband, a noted
ful secret was safe there.

same outcome. Both men were sentenced to death.

Bryan, the youngest daughter of Alex and Jane
Bryan and a second cousin of Wood. Soon the naive
Bryan became infatuated with the smooth-talking
Jackson, and during the latter part of that summer,
their relationship became a physical one.
In November Bryan was stunned to discover
that she was pregnant, and she notified Jackson by

Kentucky governor W. O. Bradley (1895–1899) re
fused to commute the sentences to life imprison
ment. At 11:40 a.m., on March 20, 1897, in the jail
yard in Newport, the two men were hanged. It was a
beautiful spring morning, and until the last mo
ment, Walling held out hope that Jackson would ex
onerate him in the actual killing, but Jackson did
not. Wallings last words were "You are taking the
life of an innocent man and I will call upon God to
witness the truth of what I say."
Pearl Bryan's body was buried at Forest Hill
Cemetery in Greencastle on March 27, 1896, with
out its head. H. A. Gobin, president of DePauw
University, officiated at the ceremonies. Over the
years, souvenir hunters have chipped away at the
headstone until only the base remains to mark
the grave. One can still find Lincoln-head pennies
glued to the base by well-wishers who did not want
Bryan to face Resurrection Day without a head.

mail of her condition. She hoped that he would

Alonzo Walling was buried in a private cemetery

agree to marry her. His response was not encour
aging. In her anguish, she turned to Will Wood,
imploring him to help convince Jackson that they
should get married. Jackson informed Wood that

in Mount Carmel, Ind., next to his father; Scott
Jackson was cremated.

would reform and become the kind of son to make

her proud. He entered the Ohio Dental College at
Cincinnati that fall. Scott's best friend in Greencas

tle was Will Wood, son of a prominent local clergy
man. Wood had introduced Jackson to Miss Pearl

he had no intention of marrying Bryan and that
some way must be found to abort the baby. By mid
January, Bryan was four months pregnant and des
perate. Jackson persuaded her to meet him in Cin
cinnati, where they could discuss their options.
She departed by rail on Tuesday, January 28, 1896.

Nicholas C. Pettit, at age 30, founded the Cold
Spring Academy, later named the Walnut Hills

Academy. Several of the early settlers in the Cold
Spring area, among them Robert Dodsworth, John
Youtsey, Joseph Horner, Charles Horner, William
Winters, and George Winters, donated money to
finance the project. A well-known local Baptist
preacher and bricklayer, Rev. James Monroe Jolly,
constructed the building. It had four classrooms
and an auditorium on the first floor and an apart
ment for the principal on the second. This was, at
the time, one of the few all-brick schoolhouses in

the state. Pettit served as the first principal, and
three instructors were hired to teach mathemat

ics, music, and English. The teachers boarded with
a family named North, who lived next door. The
school developed an excellent reputation and was
recognized as one of the best in Campbell Co.
Many famous men, including presidents Abra
ham Lincoln, Ulysses S. Grant, and William How
ard Taft, are said to have made speeches from a
large second-floor porch at the school. It was just
before the Civil War that the name of the school

was changed to the Walnut Hills Academy, for
two large walnut trees that stood in front of the

building. During the Civil War, the building was

scholar at local DePauw University. Scott's shame

tal College in Indianapolis, but on New Year's Evehe
was arrested for "consorting with a woman of ill
repute." He was expelled from school, his mother
paid his fine, and they returned to Greencastle,
where these demeaning events remained secret. In
spring 1895 Scott promised his mother that he

WALNUT HILLS ACADEMY. In 1857 Rev.

May 14, after less than two hours of deliberation, the
jury returned a unanimous verdict of guilty. Wall.
ings trial ran between ſune 2 and June 18, with the

In fall 1894 Jackson enrolled at the Indiana Den

"Jackson and Walling Die," NYT, March 21, 1897, 1.
"Stern and Quick to Speak Were the Jurors in the
Jackson Case,” CE, May 15, 1896,8.

used as a Union Army provost headquarters, and
Union Homeguard Troops camped on the grounds.
The Walnut Hills Academy was sold in 1875 to the
Cold Spring School District for use as a public
school. It became both a grade and high school.
When the original building was destroyed by fire
on December 6, 1921, construction on a new

school building began at once. During construc
tion, classes were held at the Licking Pike Baptist
Church. Several other modern buildings have
been added on the site of the original Walnut Hills
Academy.
Turner, Gary R. “N.K.U. Oral History Interview of a
Jolly Descendant, 1996," Archives, Northern Ken
tucky Univ., Highland Heights, Ky.

Jack Wessling
WALSH, KATHY (b. April 11, 1947, Covington,
Ky.; d. October 8, 1970, London, England) Actress
Katherine Victoria Walsh was the oldest of five

children born to Thomas A. and Martha "Marty"
Weiss Walsh. She grew up at 55 Paul Hesser Dr. in
Lakeside Place, Ky., and attended Villa Madonna
Academy. At age 17 she was discovered by a talent
scout and, a year later, signed a seven-year con
tract with Columbia Pictures. While she was at

"Alonzo Walling and Scott Jackson Were Hanged for
the Murder of Pearl Bryan," Kentucky Explorer,

tending the Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts in
London, her insurance-executive father was killed

June 1996, 14–17.

"Convincing Evidence That Pearl Bryan of This City
Was the Ft. Thomas Victim,” Greencastle Banner

Times, February 6, 1896, 2.

"It's Out! Scott Jackson Accused of Murdering Pearl
Bryan, Indianapolis Sun, February 6, 1896, 1.

when American Airlines Flight 727 crashed on
November 8, 1965, on its final approach to the
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International
Airport (see also Aviation Accidents). In July
1969 in London, Kathy Walsh wedded an English
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baron, Piers Patrick Francis von Westenholz, who

William Walter was educated in local schools

was a young horseman and a member of the city's
trendy café society set. The marriage was soon an

and trained in his father's firm to be an architect.

nulled. Walsh starred in the movies The Chase

tick Walter, who designed the U.S. Capitol, is not

(1967) with Marlin Brando, where she gave a mem.
orable performance as a wild and sexy teenager,
and The Trip (1967) with Peter Fonda. She ap
peared on U.S. television in The Virginian, in

known. After his father's death in 1851, William

Walterentered into apartnership with James Keyes
Wilson, a prominent Cincinnati architect. Wilson
also was involved in the training of such notable

Daniel Boone, and with The Monkees. She also

local architects as Samuel Hannaford, James K.

acted on the London stage and spent some time
studying acting at the University of London. In
1970 Walsh's briefbut ascending acting career was
cut tragically short. During a party at her London
apartment, she choked amid mysterious circum
stances and quickly suffocated. Her body was re

McLaughlin, and Charles Crapsey. While associ
ated with Wilson, William Walter designed several
churches and commercial buildings in Cincinnati.

Whether these Walters were related to Thomas Us

William Stewart, the son of a builder and cabi
netmaker, was born in 1832 and raised in Canada.

His father apprenticed him to a local architect. Af.
ter Stewart immigrated to the United States in
1857, he worked in Chicago and in St. Paul, Minn.,
for a short time and then moved to Covington. He

turned to Mount Werner, Colo., home of her wid

owed mother, for burial. Later, it was reported that
she was murdered.

and William Walter soon formed an architectural

Ancestry Library Edition. "Kentucky Birth Index."
http://searchancestrylibrary.com (accessed Octo

James Walsh of Walsh Distillery

partnership called Walter and Stewart. Between
1857 and the time Stewart returned to Canada in

ber 18, 2005).

"Bluegrass Starlets and Their Tragedies," KP, October

bought other distillers' products and labels. Be

9, 1970, 1.

1872, the partners designed a number of North
ern Kentucky churches. Among them were the

fore 1905 Walsh also owned the Rossville Distill
Mother of God Catholic Church, the First

"Kathy Walsh Dead, Her Family Is Told." CE, Octo
ber 9, 1970, 13.

"Kathy Walsh Diesin London, KP October 8, 1970, 1.
"Wedding to Baron Happy Ending for Actress
Starlet." KP, July 10, 1969.23K.
WALSH DISTILLERY. The Walsh Distillery,
located along the south side of Front St. in Coving.
ton, between Scott St. and the John A. Roebling
Bridge, was established during the early 1870s by
liquor merchant James N. Walsh, an Irish immi
grant. Early partners of Walsh were Charles Henry
Kellogg and Peter O'Shaughnessy, Walsh's sons
Nicholas and Dennis also joined him in the busi
ness. When James Walsh constructed the building,
he promised the city that there would be no hog
pens at his distillery. It was common to keep hogs
near distilleries at the time; the hogs were fattened
with the leftover mash, a by-product of distillation.
Nearby was the Hemingray Glass Company,

ery in Lawrenceburg, Ind. Between 1905 and 1911,

Baptist Church, the First Methodist Church (see

operations were shifted to Lawrenceburg, which

First United Methodist Church), the old First

came to be known as "the distillery city." In 1907
the James Walsh Distillery bought the "Old Hick
ory" brand and label from a distillery in Louis
ville. By 1911, after being rebuilt several times fol
lowing fires, the Covington distillery was no
longer in use.
"Another Fire: As Disastrous as the First, K.P. March
20, 1893, 4.

Covington City Directories, 1870-1920.

Waterworks at the foot of Madison Ave. in Cov

"Dennis Walsh Died while Coughing, KP, June 14,

ington, and the palatial home of Amos Shinkle
on East Second St. in Covington (demolished for
the construction of Booth Memorial Hospital).
Walter and Stewart made significant contributions
to building designson both sides of the Ohio River.

1905, 2.

Geaslen, Chester. "There Ran a Distillery or Two in
Covington, KE, December 15, 1966.2.
Goss, Charles Frederick, ed. Cincinnati: The Queen
City, 1788–1912. 4 vols. Chicago. S. J. Clarke,

After Stewart left the firm, he lived in Toronto and

1912.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 300, for the year
LaBree, Ben, ed. Notable Men of Cincinnati at the

quor bottles, but it is unknown whether its bottles
were supplied to the Walsh Distillery.
In 1873 there were five distilleries in Covington;
by 1913, 15 distillers, including the New England
Distillery, and 14 liquor wholesalers operated in
the city. Walsh's physical plant was state-of-the-art.
In 1877 he connected the telephones at his distillery
in Covington to those at hisson Nicholas's distillery
in Cincinnati, with a five-mile long telephone line.

Beginning of the 20th Century. Louisville, Ky:
George G. Fetter, 1903.

in the building in 1893, Walsh's Covington facility
was regarded as the largest of its kind in the world. It
was quickly rebuilt. The Walsh building was well
known for the several fires it endured during its
years in the city.
The company was both a distiller and a redis
tiller (rectifier), meaning that the firm bought
strong distilled products from other distillers and
redistilled them into weaker blends. Walsh also

served as a wholesale liquor distributor. The com
pany enjoyed vertical integration; that is, it con
trolled the means to distribute its own products; it

later in Hamilton, Ontario, where he practiced
with his son Walter Stewart.

1890.

makers of many types of glassware including li

At the time whena half-million-dollar fire occurred

Presbyterian Church (see Community of Faith
Presbyterian Church), and the Madison Ave.
Baptist Church (built 1869; demolished ca. 1912),
all in Covington. Few architectural firms designed
so many high-quality church buildingsforso many
different religious denominations as did Walter
and Stewart. They also designed the old Covington
High School at 12th and Russell Sts., the Holly City

WALTER AND STEWART. The distinguished

William Walterformed a new partnership with
George Humphries of Ludlow, and their company,
known as Walter and Humphries, lasted for about
three years. Walter then worked as a solo architect,
but none of his later work has been positively iden
tified. William Walter died September 29, 1886, in
Cincinnati and was buried at Spring Grove Ceme
tery in that city; William Stewart died in Canada

architectural firm of Walter and Stewart was one

in 1907.

of the finest and most prolific in Greater Cincin
natiduring the 10 years before 1872. William Wal

Schottelkotte, Al. "Talk of the Town," CE, September

"Local Matter." DC, November 12, 1877, 1.
"Sudden Summons," CE, June 2, 1915, 8.

Michael R. Sweeney

10, 1959, 5.A.

ter was born in Hammond, Pa., in 1815, the son of

Tenkotte, Paul A. A Heritage of Art and Faith:

Henry Walter. Although little is known about the
early life of either the father or the son, it is known
that the family moved from York, Pa., to Cincin
nati when William was a young man. Henry Wal
ter lived in Cincinnati for the rest of his life and

became the city's most significant Greek Revival
architect, playing an important role in the design
of the Ohio State capitol in Columbus. His finest
work was possibly the design of the St. Peter in
Chains Catholic Cathedral, on Plum St. between

Seventh and Eighth Sts. in Cincinnati.

Downtown Covington Churches. Covington, Ky:
Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1986.
Withey, Henry F., and Elsie Withey. Biographical
Dictionary of American Architects (Deceased).
Los Angeles: New Age, 1956.
WALTON. Running along a ridge in southern
Boone Co., Walton is a community that was set
tled, developed, and continues to grow because of
its location at a crossroads. On early-19th-century
maps of Kentucky (such as H. S. Tanner's 1839A
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New Map of Kentucky), it is referred to as Gaines
Crossing, where the road from Covington divided
into a route to Lexington (see Covington and
Lexington Turnpike) and a road to Warsaw.
There, Archibald Reid, a distiller and a major land
owner, opened the first tavern in Boone Co. in
about 1795–1803. In 1808 Abner Gaines, a promi
nent local citizen who later served as a Boone Co.

justice of the peace and sheriff, became operator of
the tavern (see Gaines Tavern). The community
that grew up around the tavern and inn was called
Gaines Fork Roads, then Gaines Crossroads. A post
office, run by Gainess son James, was established
there in 1815. The Kentucky legislature renamed
the community Walton in 1840.
Walton lies atop a topographical feature called
the Dry Ridge Trace, a north-south spur of the
Great Cumberland Mountains, which marks the

dividing point for Northern Kentucky streams. The
ridge road has been an important transportation
route since ancient times, and Walton became an

entrepot for various modes of land transportation.
During the early 19th century, the ridge road be
came part of the Covington and Lexington
Turnpike, a major toll road connecting Cincinnati
with the central Bluegrass region of Kentucky. Be
ginning in the second decade of the 1800s, a web of
stagecoach lines connected Walton with towns and
cities of Northern and Central Kentucky. The turn
pike was improved and macadamized in the 1840s,
easing travel between distant towns. These early
transportation improvements set the stage for the
town of Walton's later growth.
In the mid-19th century, the small but lively
community of Walton had 50 residents, as well as
tobacco factories, livery stables, and carriage manu
facturers. In the years following the Civil War, the
town became the railroad center of the county and
began to grow rapidly. During the late 1860s, the
Louisville, Cincinnati, and Lexington Rail
road, the Short Line later acquired by the Louis
ville and Nashville Railroad, laid tracks through
Walton and adjoining Verona. In the mid-1870s, the
Cincinnati Southern Railroad was built through
Richwood and Walton.

Although Walton was not the only railroad
town in Boone Co., it was the only community that
prospered because of its rail facilities. It became
the most important shipping point in the county
for farm produce, as well as a local drop-off point
for mail-order items. Soon passenger service was
introduced, and daily commuter trains linked
Walton with Cincinnati, Covington, and Ludlow.
Traveling by train to shop in Covington and Cin
cinnati became popular in Walton during the late
19th century; additional runs were made on Satur
days to accommodate the standing-room-only

Walton was incorporated in 1870. It developed
as a classic linear railroad town, bounded by the
ridge and the rail lines. A business district flour
ished along Main St., with residential neighbor

ing the 1920s, the turnpike was rebuilt as the Dixie
Highway (U.S. 25), the first highway in Kentucky

hoods to the north and south. A small industrial

built through Boone Co., passing through Florence,
Devon, Richwood, and Walton. The alignment was
chosen by 1913, raising the value of undeveloped
land along its future route. The new road, the wide
spread availability of automobiles, and the removal
of tolls also helped to transform the lives of middle
class Boone Co. families. It opened up new mobility
choices and employment opportunities but also
initiated suburban sprawl.
Like many other cities along the Dixie High
way's path, Walton expanded and prospered, with
new neighborhoods platted to the north and the
south. By 1927 there were 50 buildings along
S. Main St., between Depot St. and Richland Ct. The
county's most ambitious residential development
was the Alta Vista Subdivision, just north of the
railroadjunction. Platted in 1929, it featured abou

and warehouse district grew up beside the Cincin
nati Southern Railroad's tracks. By 1876, eight
years after construction of its first rail line, Walton
had a population of 300, along with a hotel, two
general stores, a blacksmith shop, a boot and shoe
store, a millinery shop, and a saloon. The local 1883
Lake atlas shows residential, commercial, and in

dustrial buildings densely clustered along the turn
pike, between Church and Depot Sts., and along
High St. to the east. To the north and the south was
open land, with scattered houses on large parcels of
land.

Beginning in the 1880s, the town expanded
south along the turnpike to the vicinity of the
present-day Mary Grubbs Highway. New brick
and-frame residences of a variety of fashionable
types and styles were built on large lots for busi
ness owners and professionals. S. Main St. residents
of the late 1800s and early 1900s included mill

to link the rural South of the United States with the
urban North. The eastern division of the road was

levard lined with a double row of trees. Due to the

disruptions of the Great Depression and World
War II, however, only one house, the Edward Blau

owner A. Mott Rouse, banker David B. Wallace,

residence, was built until the mid-1940s.

clothing store owner Walsh Ridenour, and drug
gist Robert W. Jones. One of Boone Co.'s master
builders, George Nicholson, the son of Dr. Henry
Clay Nicholson, constructed many of Walton's
new buildings. A resident of S. Main St., George
Nicholson built schools, churches, bridges, resi
dences, and commercial buildings in Boone and
Kenton counties during the first half of the 20th

During the depression, a Civilian Conserva
tion Corps camp was established in northern Wal
ton, near today's AltaVista Dr. The camp, in opera
tion from 1935 to 1942, housed hundreds of youths
employed in conservation and reclamation proj
ects across Kentucky.
In 1950 Walton had a population of 750. Long
time residents recall mid-20th-century Walton as
a "comfortable, self-sustaining community of just
a few hundred people," with a hardware store and a
half dozen groceries. Walton lost its preeminent
position in the 1950s suburban boom. The town's
local businesses began to decline as people drove
to regional shopping centers with chain stores and
large merchandise inventories.
A tornado swept through Walton in 1956.
Although property damage was estimated at
$500,000, not a single life was lost. Fire devastated

century.

An 1889 account depicts Walton as a prosper
ous and progressive community with a hopeful
future, because of its two rail lines and its location

in a rich agricultural district. It had three tobacco
warehouses with a capacity of more than 4 million
pounds, a "large flouring mill," and three stores
"doing a business from $30,000 to $90,000 annu
ally." In 1879 the Walton Deposit Bank opened its
doors; it was the only banking house on the turn
pike between Covington and Williamstown. Wal
ton had Boone Co.'s first fire department bucket
brigade (1880) and its first streetlights (1890s). By
1900 Walton was the largest city in Boone Co.,
with a population of 583.
In 1900 the local school district, seeking a
higher quality of education for its students, merged
with the Verona schools, forming one of the coun
ty's first consolidated districts. The county's first
high school opened at Walton in 1901. The building
remains today on N. Main St., now used as apart
ments. Students from outlying areas boarded with
town families during the week, returning home by
train on weekends.

the business district in 1971. The town also suf

fered a disappointment when plans to build a
theme park (Fess Parker's Frontier World) north of

town were scrapped. Walton met these challenges
by joining the Kentucky Main Street program,
which has brought new life to the town along with
a deeper recognition of its distinctive heritage. In
2006 the town's S. Main St. Historic District was

added to the National Register of Historic Places,
becoming the county's third National Register his
toric district. In 2006 the city of Walton's successes
were honored with a Preservation Award from the
Boone Co. Historic Preservation Review Board.

crowds. As late as the 1920s, Walton residents com

For the first half of the 20th century, Walton,

muted to work or school by train.
In the years after the Civil War, a small African
American community formed in northern Walton.
Several generations of the Steele and Ingram fami

with its business district and diverse manufactur

Walton entered its third century as a prosperous
community, with new residential, commercial, and
industrial development steadily building its popu

ingenterprises, remained the largest town in Boone

lation and tax base.

lies, descendants of freed slaves, made their homes

in the modest hall-parlor and saddlebag dwellings
along Church St. The center of this community was
the Zion Baptist Church, founded in 1872.

Co. In 1914 the Walton Advertiser boasted: “Wal

ton ... is a regular town, with a miniature Broad
way, electric lights ... a beautiful pike... two rail
roads.... [T]he metropolis of Boone County, [it]
bids fair to become a great city, on account of the
transportation facilities which it possesses." Dur

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Counties,
Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Boone Co. Historic Preservation Review Board. His

toric Structures of Boone County, Kentucky. Bur
lington, Ky: Boone Co. Historic Preservation Re
view Board, 2002.

WAMPUM

Boone County Recorder, November 20, 1889; April
10, 1907, 6.

Flynn, Terry. “City Working to Keep Connected to Its
Past," KE, September 2, 1996, B1.

held in the past. It included singing and preaching
by a variety of local and national religious speak
ers. The Walton Christian Church remains an im

portant part of the community.

Kentucky State Gazetteer and Business Directory.
Detroit: R. L. Polk, 1876.

Ervin, J. M. Walton Christian Church. Walton, Ky:

150th Anniversary, City of Walton, 1840–1990.
Walton, Ky. City of Walton, 1990.
Reis, Jim. "200 and Holding. Walton Was Once the
Heart of Boone County," KP, November 19, 1984,

Walton Christian Church, 1938.

Robert Schrage

Map, 1921, 1927.

tained for the many boarding boys and girls. Two
courses of study were offered: a scientific course,
which included algebra, the physical sciences, his
tory, English, and so forth, and a classical course,
which stressed foreign languages (Latin and Ger
man), music, art, and public speaking. The private
school continued until around 1910, when it con

Rouse, Jack. Walton Christian Church: A History
Walton, Ky: Walton Christian Church, 1973.

10K.

Sanborn Map Company. Sanborn Fire Insurance
Map of Walton, Kentucky New York: Sanborn
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solidated with the public school. In 1914 a brick
building was erected for grades 1 through 12, which
remains standing today.
In fall 1935 the Walton and Verona schools were

WALTON-VERONA

INDEPENDENT

consolidated into one school district, with a grade
school maintained at Verona and a grade and high

to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky: Boone Co. Bi

SCHOOLS. The Walton-Verona Independent
School District lies in the extreme southern part of
Boone Co. The largest independent school district
in the commonwealth, it includes the city of Wal
ton, the community of Verona, and the surround
ing area of approximately 26 square miles. As of

centennial Book Committee, 1998.

October 2006, the district had 1,269 students en

The Walton-Verona Schools have never been a

rolled in kindergarten through 12th grade.
The first public grade school in Walton was es
tablished in 1839 at the forks of Old Stephenson
Mill Rd. and Old Beaver Lick Rd. It was operated by
the county and at first had a three-month term; in
1869 the school term was expanded to five months.
The first school in Walton to offer high school edu
cation was a private school started by Mrs. Cara
Myers, who came to Kentucky from Vermont and

part of the county system, nor do the communities

Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs. Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890," PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

“Walton, Boone County." C), April 23, 1870,3.
Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mastodons

“Your Town: Walton, Ky–Just Plain American,” CTS,
April 25, 1956,9.

Margaret Warminski
WALTON CHRISTIAN CHURCH. The Chris
tian Church of Walton in Boone Co. was founded

in 1876, and the first pastor was Rev. J. W. Beasley.
The church is affiliated with the Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ), a Protestant denomination
with members mostly in the United States and
Canada. The Walton Christian Church's history
can be traced back to 1873, when Beasley con
ducted a revival meeting in Walton in the local
Baptist Church. He had been called to conduct this
revival by a group of Walton citizens. Three years
later, and seventy-two years after Barton W. Stone,
minister at Cane Ridge, first publicly set forth the
principles that led to the birth of the Christian

had attended Georgetown College at Georgetown,
Ky. A teacher at the school, Henry Newton, was rec
ognized in a local atlas published in 1883 as a
“teacher of the select school offering all branches of

mathematics and a regular course of thorough in
struction.” This school operated until 1902, when it
became a part of the new public school. It was lo
cated two doors north of the Christian Church in

town, a site now covered by the church's parking

Church movement, a revival at Walton in 1876 led

lot.

to the founding of the local church. During the
first few years, other revivals were held; and the

William Ransler seems to have helped start the
Walton Public School, the first public high school
in the county, which included grades 1 through 12.
It met in a new brick building built in 1900 on
N. Main St. The building remains today and is used
for apartments. Some of the subjects taught in the
high school were four years of English, four years
of Latin, German, geometry, trigonometry, ancient
history, astronomy, botany, composition, and pen
manship. A Mr. Hickey was the first principal
superintendent, but he remained at Walton only
three years before moving on to teach at Harvard
University in Cambridge, Mass. Hickey set a stan
dard by which many capable successors over the
years have been judged. The high school became
widely known, and people moved into the district

Walton Christian Church met in several locations,

including the Masonic Hall (see Masons) and the
local school. Money was raised, land purchased,
and the first church structure was built in 1879. In

1905 the Walton Christian Church expanded to

two services a month, and by 1911 individualcom
munion service was started. In 1916 Rev. E. C. Lacy
became the Walton Christian Church's first full

time pastor.

A new church building was constructed and
dedicated on May 5, 1918. It was built in town
along Main St. and cost approximately $20,000.
Over the next 20 years membership and atten
dance at the church doubled, and the building was
expanded in 1937. Ten years later, tragedy struck.
On November 27, 1947, Thanksgiving Day, the
building was destroyed by fire. Lost in the fire were
the church's records, irreplaceable books, and a
newly purchased organ. A new church structure,
built on the foundation of the previous building,
was dedicated on August 14, 1949, and it remains
today. The new building's cost was approximately
$75,000.

In the early 1950s, the church sponsored a large
tent revival on the Walton school grounds for all
denominations, reminiscent of the revival services

from other areas so that their children could at

school at Walton. Thus the district became known
as the Walton-Verona School District. For several

years, only students in grades 9–12 were trans
ported from Verona to Walton. Later, students in
grades 7 and 8 were also sent to Walton.

of Walton and Verona desire them to be. In 1955

the present high school building was opened in
Walton at the end of Alta-Vista Dr.; as the student

body grew, additions to the building were made in
1962, 1973, 1989, and 1993. Currently, the Walton
Verona Board of Education is building a new high
school wing that will accommodate further popu
lation growth of the community. In 1955 the first
three grades in the entire district attended classes

in the new building and only grades four through
six attended classes in Verona. This arrangement
continued until the present elementary school for
grades kindergarten through sixth was constructed
along Porter Rd. in Verona in 1971. This building
has had several additions to accommodate the

growth as well.
The hallmarks of the Walton-Verona schools

have always been a very high scholastic standard,
achieving recognition athletically, and producing
well-rounded, productive citizens who excel in
varied fields of endeavor. The district is unique in
the willingness of parents and citizens to take an
active part in maintaining an independent school
district by paying higher taxes, volunteering to
help with school programs, and having a direct
voice in educating the children of the community.
On December 15, 2007, the new Walton-Verona

High School was dedicated. Built at a cost of $14
million and designed by architects Robert Ehmet
Hayes and Associates, Fort Mitchell, it accommo
dates 700 students. According to Boone Co. plan
ning officials, this new facility should adequately
service growth for 10 years. A half-million-dollar
renovation of the middle school was completed in
2008.

tend; other families boarded their children with

“Plan New Elementary School for Walton," KP, May
friends or relatives within the district for the same
14, 1967, 2K.
reason.

“Walton Buying 117 Acres for 2 New Schools,” KP

As early as 1880, there were two schools in Ve
rona: one was the public grade school operated by
the county, and the other was a private grade and
high school known as the League Institute, which
was begun by Miss Nannie Hamilton. More is
known of the League Institute than of the public

June 22, 2001, 2K.
“What Is Walton-Verona's Future?" KP, November 2,
1968, 2K.

Kelly Fulmer

school in Verona. Tuition at the institute was $50

WAMPUM. Wampum was a town located along
the Falmouth and Lenoxburg Rds., about seven

per year. Aboarding house and cottages were main

miles southeast of Falmouth in Pendleton Co.
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WARD, ANNA BELL

Wampum was situated on Kincaid Creek, and
much of it today is part of the Kincaid Lake State
Park. Among the businesses once operating in
Wampum were a sawmill, a gristmill, a blacksmith
shop, and a flourmill, agentleman named Kennedy
operated the last blacksmith shop. Later, C. L. My
ers opened a flourmill, but he eventually moved
eastward to Caddo, located on Ky. Rt. 10. Myers's
mill was powered by a 60-foot-long steam boiler
that had once been used on a ferry that crossed the
Ohio River while the John A. Roebling Bridge
was under construction during the 1850s and
1860s. The boiler was transported to Falmouth via

“Kentucky Colonels Promoter Dies at 90." Lexington
Herald-Leader, May 20, 1986, B-8.

“Show Worlds a Showing Bill at Colonial," KP, May 5,
1913, 5.

Southard, Mary Young. Who's Who in Kentucky.
Louisville, Ky. Standard, 1936.
Michael R. Sweeney

WARE, JAMES C. (b. February 3, 1913, Coving
ton, Ky.; d. November 6, 1991, Edgewood, Ky).
Banker, lawyer, and politician James C. Ware was
born and raised in Covington. He attended Kenton

leton County. Falmouth, Ky., M. B. Belew, n.d. ſca.
1994].

his brother William O. Ware at the law firm of his

water cover the site of the old mill. The salt well that

once served the people of the town has also long
since been filled.

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend

Mildred Belew

omon Ware was the son of Solomon Grizzeland Ida

Petty Ware. He received his education in the ele
mentary schools of Covington and attended the
academy of Professor George W. Dunlap at Inde
pendence. In September 1900, Ware entered the
University of Cincinnati College of Law, graduating
in 1903 with an LLB. He was admitted to the Ken

trict) and later graduated from Centre College in
Danville, Ky. After leaving school, he returned to
Covington and for the next eight years worked for
the Central Trust Banking Company in Cincinnati.
He attended Cincinnati's Chase College of Law
for two years while he worked for the bank, and af.
ter passing a law examination in 1940, he was ad
mitted to the Kentucky bar. During World War II,
Ware attempted to join the U.S. Army as an officer
but was instead made a special agent for the Federal
Bureau of Investigation. He left that position in
1946 and returned to Covington, where he joined

land so it could be installed for use at the Myers's
mill in Wampum, Three men, B. B. Thornberry,
John Smith, and Grant Wills, operated the Wam
pum post office at various times. Today no busi
nesses remain open at Wampum, and 15 feet of

WARE, ORIE S. (b. May 11, 1882, Peach Grove,
Pendleton Co., Ky; d. December 16, 1974, Fort
Mitchell, Ky). Attorney and congressman Orie Sol

Co. Public Schools (see Kenton Co. School Dis

the railroad. From there, a former slave, Kirk Hitch,

used a team of eight yoked oxen to bring it over

“Ware Elected." KTS, May 29, 1958, 1A.
“Ware to Leave FBI Post.” KP, January 2, 1946, 1.

tucky and Ohio bars that year. Ware was a member
of the Kentucky Bar Association and the American
Bar Association and was a former president of the
Kenton Co. Bar. At the time of his death, Ware was

the longest-practicing attorney in Covington, hav
ing practiced law there a total 71 years.
Ware was active in politics. He was appointed
postmaster of Covington by President Woodrow
Wilson (1913–1921) and served from 1914 to 1921,

when he resigned to become a candidate for the
position of Kenton Co. commonwealth attorney,
he was elected for a six-year term in November
1921 and served from 1922 to 1927. While in that

father, Orie S. Ware. James Ware married Polly
Dawson, and the couple had two children, James C.
Ware Jr. and Mary Ware. The family lived at 83

position, Ware forbade dog racing in Kenton Co.
and successfully argued the appeal of his decision
against dog racing before the U.S. Supreme Court.
In 1926 Ware became a candidate for the U.S.

WARD, ANNA BELL (b. December 28, 1897,
Greenbrier Rd. in South Fort Mitchell (now Fort

Covington, Ky.; d. May 18, 1986, Lexington, Ky.).
Theater manager Anna Bell Ward Olson was the
daughter of Edward and Annetta Ferguson Ward.
She was educated in the public schools of Chicago
and Covington and at age 14 won a scholarship to
the College of Music in Cincinnati, where she
graduated. She was a child vocal soloist at Christ
Cathedral (Cincinnati), the Cincinnati Zoologi
cal Gardens, and the Lyric Theater, and with John
Philip Sousa's Band and the Cincinnati Sym
phony Orchestra. She performed in various local
theatrical productions around Covington. At the
age of 17, Ward began her business career as
the owner-manager of the Pastime Theatre in
Maysville. Her family eventually owned a chain
of 35 theaters called Phoenix Amusements. She

became an early expert in motion picture theater
management and was recognized nationally for
her ability to publicize movies. Ward produced a
few westerns and starred in several as a young
adult. She was also an author of short stories, in

cluding "Night Winds," "Big Business Girl," and

"Uncle Andy's Secret.” She helped to organize the
Kentucky Colonels in the 1930s and, as the orga
nization's first secretary, was the keeper of its seal.
In her youth she held several long-distance swim
ming records. Politically she was an independent;
religiously, she was a Methodist. For many years,
Lexington was Ward's home; her office was in the
Strand Theatre Building on Main St. In retire
ment, she lived in Somerset for many years before
returning to Lexington for her last years. She died
at Country Place in Lexington at age 90. She was
buried at the Lexington Cemetery next to her
husband, David A. Adolphus Olson of Somerset,
who died in 1964.

Mitchell). James Ware Sr. entered politics in 1957
and was elected to the Kentucky Senate, where he
served for eight years. He held the office of Senate
leader pro tem in 1964–1965. While in that posi
tion, he served as acting governor nine times, on
occasions when both the governor and the lieuten
ant governor were out of state. As acting governor,
he made about 50 people Kentucky Colonels.
During along and colorful career, Ware served
as a vice president of the First National Bank of

House of Representatives. In the 1926 Democratic
primary, he defeated Brent Spence; in the general
election that year, he defeated Republican Emmett
Daugherty. In 1927 Ware took his seat in the 70th
Congress. Later he served as a U.S. federal magis
trate from 1942 to 1947 and as a Kenton Co. circuit

judge in 1957 and 1958.
Ware was involved in countless civic activities,

including building campaigns of St. Elizabeth Hos
pital in 1915 (see St. Elizabeth Medical Center),
the YMCA in 1916, the Booth Memorial Hospi

Covington (see First National Bank and Trust

tal in 1923, and the Covington Protestant Chil
Company of Covington), as chairman of the
board of the Baptist Convalescent Center, as
trustee of the Covington Children's Home (see
Children's Home of Northern Kentucky), and
as a member of the advisory council of Booth Me
morial Hospital. He was an active member of the
Fort Mitchell Baptist Church for more than 40
years, where he served as deacon, trustee, and Sun
day school teacher. He was also a member of the
Optimist Club and a president of the Kentucky
Historical Society. His wife Polly Dawson Ware
died in 1990, and in October of the following year,
he married Jo Kummer, the mother of John Kum

mer, an associate in his law firm. After being mar
ried for less than one month, Ware died of an ap
parent heart attack, while a patient at the St.
Elizabeth Medical Center, South, in Edgewood.
Funeral services were held at the Fort Mitchell

Baptist Church, and he was buried in Highland
Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.
"Ex-Senator Ware, Acted as Governor," KP, Novem
ber 8, 1991, 1.

Reis, Jim. "He Was Governor for Nine Days," KP, May
22, 1989, 4K.

dren's Home (see Children's Home of Northern

Kentucky) in 1925. During World War I, he was
executive secretary of the Kenton Council of De
fense and was the general chairman of the War
Savings Stamp Drive. He was a member of the
Chamber of Commerce (see Northern Kentucky
Chamber of Commerce) for more than 50 years.
In 1968 he was the first recipient of the Chamber of
Commerce's Frontiersman Award. He was a direc

tor of the First National Bank of Covington (see
First National Bank and Trust Company of
Covington) from 1933 to 1970. Ware belonged to
the First Baptist Church of Covington, where he
served on the board of deacons for 52 years and as a
church trustee for more than 30 years. He was an

active member of the Masonic Order for 71 years
and was Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Ken
tucky in 1913; for more than 45 years he was a mem
ber of the jurisprudence committee of the Grand
Lodge. Ware was a vice presidentofthelocal Chris
topher Gist Historical Society. He married Lou
ise Culbertson on September 19, 1906. Ware died in
Fort Mitchell in 1974 and was buried at Highland
Cemetery there.

WARREN, FRED, SR., MAJOR GENERAL

Bodley, Temple. History of Kentucky: The Blue
Grass State. Vol. 4. Chicago. S. J. Clarke, 1928.
Murphy, John. “89 Years of Good Old Days," KP June

federal government's creation of the U.S. Army's

joined the army at the outbreak of war. Serving
with Brig. Gen. James Winchester, Butler escaped
the massacre in Michigan at the River Raisin in
January 1813 because he was wounded and cap

arms by their state, performed other services to
help repel the British assault and keep that valuable
city out of British hands.
While it is impossible to say with certainty how
many Northern Kentuckians served in the War of
1812, since military rosters did not list the places of
origin for companies and regiments, it is certain

tured earlier at the Battle of Frenchtown. After his

that at least hundreds, if not more, of local men be

exchange, Butler returned to Kentucky and raised
a company of volunteers to serve with Andrew
Jackson in the New Orleans campaign, where But
ler earned General Jackson's praise.
Another significant service performed by
Northern Kentuckians occurred in August 1813.

came involved in this conflict. Northern Kentucki

Quartermaster Department.
William Orlando Butler of Carroll Co.

28, 1971, IK–2K.

Pashchke, Margaret. "'Give and Take Wares Mark
65th Wedding Anniversary," KP September 18,
1971, 1 K–2K.

Reis, Jim. "A New Home for Orphans," KP July 28,
1903, 4K.

— "1925 Caravan Pitches Covington as ‘Big City'
to the Region," KP. March 25, 1996,4K.
Southard, Mary Young, and Ernest C. Miller, eds.
Who's Who in Kentucky: A Biographical As
sembly of Notable Kentuckians. Louisville, Ky.
Standard, 1936.

Ware, Orie S., and Alpheus E. Orton. Book of Consti
tutions of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, Free
and Accepted Masons. Masonic Home, Ky: Press
of Masonic Home Journal, 1940.
William Terwort

WAR OF 1812. When the United States declared

war on Great Britain in June 1812, the military in
stallation at Newport, Ky., became a focal point for
the war effort in the American West. Newport
Barracks, located at the confluence of the Ohio

and Licking rivers, acted as a supply depot and
training center. Several militia and regular army
units formed in Kentucky were bivouacked at "the
Point," just across the Licking River on the current
site of Covington, where they gathered, organized,
and equipped themselves for campaigns through
out the Northwest Territory and later at New Or
leans. The Newport Barracks also served as a way
station for captured British officers who were being
taken to the state penitentiary in Frankfort and as
a longer-term prison for 439 captured British pri
vates and noncommissioned officers. That number

of prisoners nearly doubled Newport's population
in November 1813. The men were held in confine

ment until July 1814, when they were moved to
Canada. Tradition has it that these prisoners of war
assisted in the construction of numerous buildings
in Newport, including the Richard Southgate
house.
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To combat the British on Lake Erie, Com. Oliver

answere present for the campaigns in Ohio, Michi
gan, Upper Canada, and Louisiana. They fought at
the Raisin River, at the Thames, at Lake Erie, and at

New Orleans. It is known that 4.6 percent of the
troops who fought for the United States were from
Kentucky and that 64 percent of the men who were

Hazard Perry hurriedly constructed a fleet of small
warships. When he was unable to obtain a suffi
cient crew for the vessels, Perry appealed to Gen.
William Henry Harrison for men. Harrison in
turn requested volunteers from his army. More
than 100 of the 120 men who responded were from
Kentucky, and a significant number of them were
from Northern Kentucky. Pvt. John Norris, of Pe
tersburg in Boone Co., played a decisive role in
Commodore Perry's crushing victory over a Brit
ish fleet on Lake Erie, Norris was among the Ken
tucky militiamen who had also volunteered to fill
out Perry's crew and was generally credited with
firing the last shot of the battle and capturing the

killed in action were Kentuckians.

British vessel HMS Hunter, for which he received

answering the call of Kentucky governor Isaac
Shelby (1792–1796, 1812–1816) for men. They were
organized in Newport and dispatched to General
Harrison's army in the Northwest. Among the regi
ments thus organized was Col. Richard M. John
son's regiment of mounted riflemen, which in
cluded large numbers of Northern Kentuckians.
Their participation proved decisive at the Battle of

(b. August 23, 1903, Newport, Ky.; d. December 16,
1986, Fort Thomas, Ky). Frederick M. Warren Sr., a
distinguished Campbell Co. judge and a World
War II veteran, was born and raised in Newport.
He was educated in public schools, graduating
from Newport High School, and received both
his bachelor's degree and his law degree from the
University of Cincinnati. Shortly after leaving
school, he served as police judge and city solicitor
for the City of Southgate. Warren married Peggy
Beaton, and they had one son, Frederick Warren Jr.
In 1924 judge Warren enlisted in the Ohio Na
tional Guard, where he served for five years and
was discharged as a 2nd lieutenant. After he was
admitted to the Kentucky bar in 1935, he set up his

$300 in prize money. Each of the Kentuckians
present received $214 in prize money, and many
later received commemorative gold medals from
the grateful Kentucky legislature.
Also in August 1813, Newport was the site of a
rendezvous of 3,500 volunteers and militiamen

Donnelly, Joseph. Newport Barracks—Kentucky's
Forgotten Military Installation. Covington, Ky.
Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1999.
Hammack, James Wallace, Jr. Kentucky and the Sec
ond American Revolution: The War of 1812. .

Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky Press, 1976.
Heidler, David S., and Jeanne T. Heidler, eds. Ency
clopedia of the War of 1812. Santa Barbara, Calif:
ABC-Clio, 1997.
Tim Herrmann
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Large numbers of Northern Kentuckians turned

Thames in Upper Canada on October 5, 1813. The

law practice in Newport. In the 1930s he took part

out to fight the British and the American Indians on
the frontier, primarily in an effort to conquer Can

mounted riflemen were credited with breaking the

ada and wrest it from the British Crown. Kentucki

leader Tecumseh. This battle proved to be the final
major battle in the Northwestern Theater. Maj.
Richard Montgomery Gano was second-in
command of a regiment of Kentucky Volunteers at

in many of the organizational meetings for con
struction of the Mary Ingles Highway.
At the beginning of World War II, Warren was
inducted into the U.S. Army, with the rank of ma
jor. He participated in many battles throughout
Europe, including the Battle of the Bulge, and
served for a short time under Gen. George S. Pat
ton Jr. During his army service, he was awarded
the Distinguished Service Medal, the Silver Star,

ans could be found on nearly all the battlefields of
both the Northwest and the Southwest campaigns,
serving in both state militia units and in regular U.S.
Army regiments. Many of these men were promi
nent individuals, and some became prominent
through their military service.
One of the earliest to tender his services to the

cause was Newport's James Taylor Jr., who re
ceived an appointment as military agent and dis
trict paymaster of the army, with the nominal rank
of major. He gathered supplies and organized
transportation for them and then joined Gen. Wil
liam Hull's army at Detroit, Mich., whereupon
Hull appointed Taylor his quartermaster general.
Taylor was taken prisoner when Hull surrendered
his entire force to the British on August 16, 1812.
Paroled by the British, Taylor returned to Newport
to find that his position had been supplanted by the

British lines and with the death of noted Indian

the Battle of the Thames. Gano served with distinc
tion and later became one of the founders of Cov

ington. (Covington was named for Brig. Gen.
Leonard W. Covington, who was killed in the War
of 1812 at the battle of Chrysler's Farm (Ontario,
Canadaj in 1813 while leading his men in an attack
on British positions.)
Northern Kentuckians were also present for
the final battle of the war at New Orleans, lending
their services to Gen. Andrew Jackson's efforts to

defend the city from British assault. More than
2,700 Kentuckians stood with Jackson at New Or
leans, and more than two-thirds of that number

stood in the lines of battle. The remaining men
from Kentucky, who had not been furnished with

and four Bronze Stars. He was released from active

duty in 1946 but continued to work with reserve
and guard units. He was promoted to brigadier
general in 1949 and to major general in 1954. War
ren was recalled to active duty in 1959 and made
commander of the U.S. Army Reserves and the Re
serve Officers' Training Corps (ROTC). He retired
from the Army in August 1963. Warren was elected
a Campbell Co. circuit court judge in 1964 and
held that position for ten years. He retired as a full
time judge in 1974 but continued to work as a sub
stitute. Warren died at St. Luke Hospital at age 83.
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WARRIOR TRAIL (ALANANT-O-WAMIOWEE)

Funeral services were held at St. Thomas Church,

and he was buried in a mausoleum at St. Stephen
Cemetery, Fort Thomas.

1869, Warsaw's importance as a center of river
commerce began to decline.
The town has a significant surviving historic
district of some 60 Greek Revival structures, in

“Fred Warren, Campbell Judge,” KP, December 17,
cluding that of Lucy Dupuy Montz, Kentucky's

1986, 2K.

“Fred Warren Advances to Major General Post," KTS,
February 14, 1955, 1A.
“Jurist, Army General Frederick Warren Dies," KP,
December 17, 1986, 1K.
WARRIOR

TRAIL

(ALANANT-O

WAMIOWEE). Many parts oftheeastern United
States have trails known as the “Warrior Trail."

These trails, based on game trails or manmade paths,
were used by the American Indians as trade
routes, access to hunting grounds, and warpaths
to attackneighboringtribes. Alanant-O-Wamiowee
(Path of the Armed Ones) was the principal war
rior trail through Kentucky. It is generally agreed
that the trailran from the Shawnee villages around
Sandusky, Ohio, to the Cherokee settlements in
the Great Smoky Mountains of North Carolina.
Many consider the Alanant-O-Wamiowee Trail to
be part of a system that extended from Sault Sainte
Marie, Mich., to Charleston, S.C. Since it was used

solely for foot traffic, the trail was only two to
three feet wide. Its path was marked by blazes cut
into trees, stone markers, carvings in rocks, and
trees purposely deformed to serve as directional
arrows.

The Alanant-O-Wamiowee Trail, with numer
ous branches, crossed the Ohio River several times
between the Scioto and the Miami rivers. In other

places, the Scioto, Miami, and Licking rivers served
as waterway branches of the trail. The trail's main
crossing of the Ohio River is thought to have been
at Maysville. From Maysville the trail ran south
ward to Eskippakithiki (the last Shawnee town
in Kentucky), in Clark Co., and on to Flat Lick in

first woman dentist (see Warsaw Historic

October 1900, the church was one of 13 that with

Homes). U.S. 42 was completed through town in
the 1930s, connecting Cleveland, Ohio, via Cincin
nativith Louisville. That road was largely bypassed
in the late 1960s by I-71, a route that, like the rail
road, ran through a more inland part of the county
than Warsaw. A major fire did heavy damage to the
Warsaw business district in 1932; in the early 1960s,
the Markland Dam was completed on the river
near Warsaw; in the late 1970s a bridge to Indiana
was constructed across the top of that dam; and in
1987 the Sugar Creek firm, a maker of precast con
crete products, was established. Warsaw became
home to the late riverboat personalities Captain
John and Clare Beatty, and the early-20th
century Cincinnati boxer Tony LaRosa, father of
Cincinnati pizza king Buddy LaRosa, lived his final
days in Warsaw. Dr. Carl R. Bogardus practiced
medicine in Warsaw for many years, while becom
ing one of the Ohio River Valley's leading riverboat
historians. Much of his collection was given to the
archives at Northern Kentucky University. In
recent years, Warsaw has been blessed with the
newly constructed Gallatin Co. Free Public Li
brary, where other Bogardus materials reside in
the library's Kentucky Room.
In 2000 the fifth-class city of Warsaw had a
population of 1,811, up from 1,202 in 1990. Its fu
ture is highlighted by the appearance of casino
gambling across the Ohio River in Indiana at the
Belterra Resort, the impact of the Kentucky
Speedway nearby at Sparta, and new industry that

drew from the Concord Baptist Association to
form the White's Run Baptist Association. In 1945
the Warsaw Baptist Church withdrew from the
White's Run Association to join the Ten Mile As
sociation. A building-remodeling program was

has found a home in Warsaw, such as Warsaw
Steel.

Warsaw and preach. They did so, and before the
end of the month, 114 members joined the new

Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.

son, founder of the city of Warsaw.

Knox Co. At Flat Lick the trail turned southeast to

ward the Cumberland Gap and the Smoky Moun
tains. From 1780to 1820, the Alanant-O-Wamiowee

for $1.00 a month for quarter-time services. The
church apparently was inactive between 1862 and
1867. However, a reorganization took place in 1867.
In May 1882 the old church was torn down, and a
new one was built and dedicated the same year. In

started in late 1948. The dedication was not held,

however, until April 1950.
An educational building was added in 1957 at a
cost of $12,000. This building was severely dam
aged and the sanctuary completely destroyed by
fire on November 20, 1973. The construction of the

present auditorium and the repair of the educa
tional building began a year later and were com
pleted in time for evening services on January 18,
1976. During the interim period of planning and
building, November 1973 through January 1976,
the Warsaw Baptist Church held regular services
in the Gallatin Co. Courthouse.

Ghent Baptist Church Minutes, Ghent Baptist Church,
Ghent, Ky.
Warsaw Baptist Church History, Warsaw Baptist

Church, Warsaw, Ky.
Ken Massey

WARSAW CHRISTIAN CHURCH. The War

saw Christian Church in Gallatin Co. was orga
nized on the first Sunday in April 1836, as the Con
gregation of Jesus Christ at Warsaw. Lyman Craig
and 14 other citizens asked traveling evangelists
David S. Burnett and John T. Johnson to come to

church. Johnson was the son of Col. Robert John
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati; John S. Swift,

The church's first location was a small brick

2003,

Trail was used as the right-of-way for the portion of
the Wilderness Road that ran from the Cumber

land Gap to Flat Lick.
The Battle of Blue Licks, foughton August 19,
1782, on the banks of the North Fork of the Licking
River in modern Robertson Co., took place along
this trail.

Charles H. Bogart
WARSAW. Warsaw is the county seat and major
city of Gallatin Co. Located along the southern
bank of the Ohio River between Covington and
Louisville, for many years it was an important stop
and refueling place for the steamboat trade. It was
first settled in the beginning years of the 19th cen
tury, and first called Great Landing. Early on there
was a dockyard there, and the first boat was built in
1809. On December 7, 1831, the town was incorpo
rated as Fredericksburg, but because there was al
ready a town of that name in Washington Co., the
name was changed to Warsaw. After the Short Line
Railroad (the Louisville, Cincinnati, and Lex

ington Railroad) was completed through the in
land part of the county (Sparta and Glencoe) in

imously to adopt the articles offaith and the church

building at the corner of Main and First Sts. in
Warsaw. The church purchased this building lot on
December 28, 1843, for $60. Rev. Benjamin Tiller,
the church's first pastor, served as elder, pastor, and
business manager off and on for 42 years. He was
unpaid for the first 20 years of his service. Early
baptisms were done in the Ohio River. The church
became inactive for a time during the Civil War.
Tiller fled to Indiana for his safety, and the 20th
Ohio Cavalry used the church as its headquarters.
But on February 22, 1866, members met at the
Warsaw Baptist Church to reorganize the
church. All previous members were invited to re
turn, and shortly thereafter the church increased
its membership and constructed a new and larger

covenant. Elder John Scott was called as the first

building. The current church building on High St.

pastor of the new Warsaw Baptist Church. Each
member was charged 50 cents a month to meet ex
penses. In 1844 the church was received into the
Concord Baptist Association. In July 1845, the
present corner lot at 106W. High St. was purchased
for $100, and a brick building was constructed at a
cost of $800. The building was completed in 1846.
The Methodists rented the meetinghouse in 1857

was built in 1868 by Aaron M. Winters. A taller
steeple was blown off during the 1930s. The house
next to the church on the east corner of High and

Gray, Gypsy M. History of Gallatin County, Ken
tucky. Covington, Ky. Self-published, 1968.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.

Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
U.S. Census Bureau, "American Fact Finder. DataSet.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SF1) 100-Percent
Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
September 18, 2007).

WARSAW BAPTIST CHURCH. On July 29,
1843, Baptists living in Warsaw assembled at the
Gallatin Co. Courthouse to form a new Baptist
church. At this session the members, consisting of
12 whites and 8 African Americans, voted unan

Fourth Sts. was built in the 1860s and has served as

the church parsonage since April 21, 1959. An ear
lier parsonage (1905–1932) was at 204 Main St.
Rev. T. Herbert Tinsley served Warsaw Christian
Church for 31 years (December 1, 1935–June 8,

WARSAW Historic HOMES

1966) and was also a six-term member of the Ken

tucky legislature. When the Ohio River flood of
1937 washed away most of the riverfront housing,
Tinsley was a driving force in the establishment of
Warsaw's Red Cross Ave. On September 19, 2004,

Bogardus, Carl R. Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: Iohn S. Swift,
2003.

Steve Huddleston
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term owner. One of these Peak-built homes is the
Peak Corkran House, mentioned below.

In 1831 Fredericksburgbecame Warsaw; in 1838
Warsaw was named county seat of Gallatin Co., and
a courthouse was built on the public square at the
junction of High and Main Cross. One of the oldest

the church celebrated the modernization of its his

WARSAW HISTORIC HOMES. When the

toric building

town of Warsaw was nominated as a National Reg

in continuous use in the state, the Greek Revival

ister Historic District in 1982, it was described as

courthouse first faced the river but was remodeled

one of the best-preserved 19th-century Ohio River
towns in Kentucky. It was compared to Petersburg
and Augusta, rivertownsbypassed by newer modes
of transportation that have, as a result, retained a
small-town charm that resides to a great extent in
original historic buildings.

in 1933 with a portico opening onto Main St. when
Main St. was rebuilt as U.S. 42. With its painted
white brick and two-story square columns, the
courthouse is the county's landmark building. An
other Greek Revival building, outside the district
but a landmark to those entering the town from the
east, is Heritage Hall, a private homebuilt in 1869 on
the riverside of the road, part of the Hill's Nursery
property (see Gallatin Co. Plant Nurseries).
Warsaw was built largely between 1840 and
1900.The earliest commercial buildings stillstand
ing, a post office and a grocery, now jointly house

Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: Iohn S. Swift,
2003.

Spencer, Mrs. Earl, and Mrs. E. C. Threlkeld. Manu
scripts and notes from original church records,
Warsaw Christian Church, Warsaw, Ky.
Bernie Spencer

The first settlement in the Warsaw area, called
WARSAW FURNITURE FACTORY. The War.

Great Landing, consisted of log buildings situated
near the river. The one that remains, the Yates

saw Furniture Factory was the pride of Warsaw.em
ploying almost 200 persons at its peak of produc

House, constructed in 1809, was the home of one

tion. Trained craftsmen manufactureditshandsome

of the men who subdivided and platted the streets
of the community by then named Fredericksburg.

furniture in a collection of styles out of beautiful,
highly polished woods. These pieces were sought af.
termot only throughout the South, but also at furni
ture markets in Chicago, Grand Rapids, and New
York City. The factory was established by Owen Ar
thur Bogardus Sr., who arrived in Warsaw with his
wife Nancy Ballard Bogardus on a riverboat from
Cincinnati in 1902. Under his guidance the com

pany became one of the leaders in the manufacture
of fine furniture, and Warsaw became known as a
furniture center.

The structure stands at the axis of the historic dis

Maines Hardware, which retains the look of an

trict, covered in wood siding, its interior walls re
vealing the original logs.
The town was laid out on a grid plan, and the
first street built up from the fall line of the valley
was High St., where 16 of the 60 historic buildings
remain. Standing as sentinels on either end of the
street are the John Payne House, an 1822 Virginia
Tidewater with a Greek Revival portico, and the
Captain William Payne House, known as Seven

old-time store. These buildings east of the court.

Pines, built in 1840 with an added Victorian ve

At the beginning, designs were purchased. To
these were added Bogardus's own designs and
those of his eldest son, Claude Bogardus. Other
sons, O. A. Jr., Carl, and Jim, all took their turns

working on the factory floor, although as adults
they moved on to other professions. The making
of complete dining suites was divided between
two factories. One plant made buffets, china clos
ets, and serving tables; the other made dining ta
bles and chairs. The most frequently used woods
were butternut and mahogany. Catalogs compiled
in the 1930s show the furniture to be of high

quality and sophisticated design. The factory's

randa; both are sited to face the river. The Lucy
Dupuy Montz House, home of Kentucky's first
woman dentist, is an example of a Greek Revival
1-house. Several painted-brick Federal houses still
stand on High St. and one block south on Main.
These houses, built in the 1830s, were the homes of

the first residents who prospered as the town grew
up from the busy river highway. Many of them
were built by Willis Peak, whose name is retained
in the names of several old homes in Warsaw. The

second, and most often used, part of the houses
names refers to either the original or the longest

house and those south of it have ironwork facades
and decorative tie rods and are built flush with the

street. The south buildings were the first on Main
Cross as it was built up, turning into the Sparta
Turnpike. The only other original government
buildingstands at the curve in the Sparta Turnpike.
It is the county jail, built in 1880 and is, like most
other county buildings in the district, a two-story
brick painted white. The Yager Gutting House, next
to Maines Hardware, had its second story removed
by a former owner and now houses two county
offices.

The five churches in the district span this time
period, from the 1851 Presbyterian Church, which
is now the Second Consolidated Baptist and once
housed a private school on its second floor, to the
Warsaw Methodist, built in 1901, with its Gothic
Revival accents. Included are the Italianate Chris

tian Church and the St. Joseph Church, both built
in 1868–1869 and with historically sensitive recent
additions. The Sunday school building is all that

noon whistle was the signal marker of the day in
Warsaw.

At the time of his death in 1947, the factory's
founderhad become a man of means, and the name

of Bogarduscontinues to be revered in Gallatin Co.
In 1969 the factory was sold to Barry Brown, who

became its manager. He later sold the factory and
its grounds, and a BP gasoline station was built
there. The factory was torn down in March 1995.
Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. "Family Memoir." Gallatin Co.
Free Public Library, Warsaw, Ky.
. The Story of Gallatin County. Ed. James C.
Claypool. Cincinnati: Iohn S.Swift, 2003.
Denny Kelley-Warnick
WARSAW HIGH SCHOOL. Warsaw High
School was established in 1913, under the tutelage
of Professor C. S. Joseph. The curriculum included
four years of mathematics and Latin and two years
of German. Warsaw High School was consolidated
into Gallatin Co. High School for the beginning
of the 1935–1936 school year.

-

Hawkins Kirby House.
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WARSAW METHODIST CHURCH

remains of the earlier Warsaw Baptist Church after
it burned, but a modern facade attractively juts out
onto its grounds on High St.
On the same block are the Clark Warnick

House, its rear addition home of the Gallatin

Co. News, and One West High, which was built
as the Warsaw Deposit Bank. The defining archi
tecture of this era is Gothic Revival. The Hawkins

Kirby House, built in 1843 and termed "a little
jewel of a house" when it was restored by the Gal
latin Co. Historical Society, is now the depository
of much of the town's history. The former de
tached kitchen and dogtrot, which have been en
closed as a single apartment along the side-facing
porch, and the cabin of Miss Charity Keene, who
served the Kirby family for many years, share the
grounds of the house on the corner of Second and
Market St. Back on High St. are Carpenter Gothic
homes, the Bradley House, built for the daughter
of Captain Kirby, and the Dailey House, which
serves as the parsonage of the Christian Church.
The only other house besides the Montz House
that has a separate listing on the National Regis
ter is the Peak Corkran House on Main Cross,

built in 1869 with the steep gables and decorative
pointed arches that define this style (see Warsaw
Woman's Club).

WARSAW NEWSPAPERS. The first newspaper

John T. Robinson and his wife Eliza, and Dr. Rob

known to be published in Gallatin Co. was the War

inson's mother, Mrs. Lydia Craig. The first minis
ter was Larkin F. Price. The church held meetings
in the homes of its members for several years. It
was permitted to meet in the Warsaw Baptist
Church during the 1850s. In 1867 the Methodist

saw Patriot, printed by George Child and Asaph
Kent. The first issue appeared on May 26, 1837. Ex
actly how long this paper was in print is unknown;

congregation in Warsaw rented the Missionary

lowed by the Warsaw Herald, which first appeared
in October 1844. John Field was listed as proprietor

Baptist Church for one Sunday a month. This
church building was the former Presbyterian
Church, the first church building built in Warsaw.
It stands across the street from the present War
saw Methodist Church and now serves as the Sec

ond Consolidated Baptist Church. While the
Methodists were holding meetings in the Mis
sionary Baptist Church, a great revival took place,
and services led by Rev. T. B. Cook continued the
entire winter. Rev. S. X. Hall and Rev. B. F. Bristow

assisted Cook. The congregation grew to more
than 200 members during the 1860s. In the 1870s,
the congregation purchased from the City of War
saw the church building that had been the first

Several homes were built in the later Gothic

Warsaw Christian Church and was later used as a

Revival, such as the Queen Anne–style Allen

school. Remodeled and dedicated as the Warsaw

House on Main St.; most of them are located out

Methodist Episcopal Church South in 1878, it was

the Sparta Turnpike on larger lots, for example, the
beautifully landscaped Mountjoy House and the
two Payne Houses, one with its intact carriage
house and the larger one at the city limits. All of
these homes retain at least a few of their original
outbuildings. Most of the architectural styles
seen in Warsaw are represented on this road, in
cluding Federal, Tudor, four-square, and midcen
tury ranch. Other singular styles are interspersed
throughout the district, including the Colonial Re
vival Blackmore House built on one-half of a city
block, one duplex, a mansard-roofed former fu
neral home, several antebellum frame cottages,
and former school buildings. Warsaw contains
buildings of every style and period from 1820 to
1930, with good examples of every major 19th
century style that contribute to the historic
district.

Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,
2003,

Historic Walking Tour of Warsaw. Brochure avail

able at Warsaw City Hall and the Gallatin Co.
judge-executive's office, Warsaw, Ky.
National Register of Historic Places Inventory—
Nomination Form, U.S. Department of the Inte
rior, National Park Service, 1982, prepared from
site survey by Kentucky Heritage Council, Frank
fort, Ky.
Jacquelene P. Mylor

used until 1901, when it was razed so that a new

structure could be built. The 1901 building com
mittee consisted of S. P. Griffin, J. H. McDannell,

Hugh Montgomery, Rod Perry, and Dr. S. B. Rob
inson, and the pastor was Willard G. Cram. The
building contract was awarded to two local broth
ers, Joseph and William Wilson. The new church
was furnished with beautiful stained-glass win
dows and finished with oak walls and arched ceil

ings. Thebeautiful altar was crafted by Carl Hensen.
The building, which cost around $7,000, was com
pletely paid for by the time of its dedication on April
20, 1902.

During World War I, the church continued to
prosper even though many of its members left to
participate in the war. In the late 1920s, the church
saw strong growth; it had a large men's Sunday
school class and a Women's Missionary Society.
During the late 1940s, when a modern parsonage
was needed, the land next to the church was pur
chased for that purpose. The 50th anniversary of
the new church building was held on July 15, 1951,
and the parsonage was dedicated. In the 1950s,
during the construction of the Markland Dam,
the church grew again. Seven new Sunday school
rooms were added at this time. However, during

2003.

Darrell Maines

however, there is mention of it in the minutes of the
Warsaw town trustees in 1839. The Patriot was fol

and R.S. Yerkes as editor. The Mexican War (1847

1848) was the news of note at that time. Joseph B.
Ricker published the first issue of his Warsaw
Weekly News on December 7, 1869; it lasted only
three years. The Warsaw Record, with James M.
Vanice as editor and publisher, followed in 1872.
The second and third pages were printed using pre
set metal sheets oftype, known as “boilerplate.” This
is the first time the boiler-plate printing technique is
known to have been used in Warsaw newspapers.
During the later part of the 19th century, other
newspapers were printed briefly in Gallatin Co.: the
Sign of the Times, the Gallatin Times, and the
Gallatin County Democrat.
The Warsaw Independent began publishing in
May 1880, with David B. Wallace as editor, and it
became a county institution; Wallace remained at
the helm for 27 years. For the three years ending in
1912, the Warsaw Leader, put out by brothers
Samuel and Roy Clore, was a competitor of the
Warsaw Independent. William Downtain, who
was from West Virginia, and later Will S. Griffin
became owner-editors of the Warsaw Indepen
dent in turn. After the death of Griffin, the newspa
per was purchased by J. Barker Holcomb, a Warsaw
native. It was published by the Pendery Brothers of
Vevay, Ind., but they soon discontinued publica
tion. Soon afterward, a new owner named Berk

shire, of Burlington, began publication of the news
paper. E. M. Mansfield, the editor of the Carrollton
Democrat, followed him as publisher. The date of
the last issue of the Warsaw Independent is not
known; the Gallatin Co. News, established in

1926, edited in Warsaw and still in operation, su
perseded it.
Bickers, Russell. Interview by Denny Kelley-Warnick,
March 17, 2006, Warsaw, Ky.
Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.

Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,
2003.

Gray, Gypsy M. Histary of Gallatin County, Ken
tucky. Covington, Ky. Self-published, 1968.

the construction the south wall of the church col

lapsed, causing $10,000 in damage. A large stained
glass window was lost, and the piano suffered
damage. While the church was being repaired, ser
vices were held in the courthouse and the school

WARSAW METHODIST CHURCH. Meth

Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,

were held in the spring. The Warsaw Methodist
Episcopal Church was formed in 1844 and one
year later became the Warsaw Methodist Episco
pal Church South (proslavery). The founding
members were Enoch Kirby and his wife Delilah,
Capt. James McDannell and his wife Arena, Dr.

gymnasium.

Denny Kelley-Warnick
WARSAW WOMAN’S CLUB. The initial meet

ing of Warsaw's Literary Society was held on Friday
evening, October 27, 1899, at the residence of R. B.

odism first came to Gallatin Co. in the form of a

Today, this congregation remains in Warsaw at

Brown and his wife Beall Summons Brown. There

circuit-riding minister named Josiah Whitaker
around 1824. Meetings were held in various homes
during the winter months, and camp meetings

the corner of First and Main Sts., where it has been

were 18 ladies and 4 men in attendance. The officers

since 1878, in the present building, in use since

they elected were Miss Ona Brock, president; Mrs.
H. T. Chambers, vice president; Dr. Lucy Montz,

1901.

WASHINGTON

treasurer; Mrs. R. B. Brown, secretary; and Miss
Temple North, librarian. The group was later re
named the Warsaw Classical Club. They met in
members' homes as a study club on Monday eve
nings, "striving toward instruction as well as amuse
ment." A constitution was adopted, along with the
motto "More Light." As the club evolved into the
Warsaw Woman's Club, the programs expanded
from literature to include gardening parliamentary
law, and history. The women sponsored luncheons,

WASHINGTON. Washington, a prominent
town in frontier Kentucky, was the county seat of
Mason Co. from 1788 until 1847. It was established
on the buffalo trace near Lawrence Creek that came
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McArthur. A later school, the Pillsbury School for
Boys, closed when the headmaster, Josiah Pills
bury, joined the Confederacy.
Washington was the hub of the mail distribu
tion system for the Northwest Territory. Lewis
Craig, the Baptist preacher and architect of Travel
ing Church fame, wholed his Baptist congregation
to Kentucky to escape religious persecution, was
the builder of a grand two-story courthouse with a
25-foot tower. That building was destroyed by fire,
but the keystone is preserved with the initials"L.C."

the start, there was a great sense of civic duty, as
members paid forschool lunchesforneedychildren,
purchased a piano for the school, paid for a sidewalk

to be called the Maysville and Lexington Turn
pike. The town was chartered by the Virginia leg
islature in 1786 and laid out by Arthur Fox Sr. and
the Baptist minister William Wood, on part of
1,000 acres purchased from Simon Kenton. It is
the first town west of the Appalachian Mountains
named for George Washington. The original trust.
ees were Daniel Boone, Edmund Byne, Miles
Withers Conway, Arthur Fox, John Gutridge,
William Lamb, Henry Lee, Robert Rankin, and

built there, and conductedabook drivefortheschool

Edward Waller.

ing in the county, were constructed in 1795. In
1798 a $1,000 lottery raised the funds to build a
system of wells, the first public waterworks system

library. The club also donated to the Kentucky Chil
dren's Home and to state and veterans hospitals,
aided homeless women, and fought for the preserva

Three miles south of Limestone Landing on
the Ohio River, Washington grew quickly on the

lished a medical practice at Washington that

cane lands that Kenton had found so desirable. The

lasted for a decade. Goforth mentored Dr. Daniel

cane, often more than 10 feet tall, was easily cleared
for farming and housing. Based on the first U.S.
census, only Lexington was a larger city when Ken
tucky became a state. In 1790 Washington's 462
residents, including only 21 slaves, lived in 119
houses. Mostofthehouses were madeoflarge logs,

Drake, who wrote a book on pioneer life and be.
came a leading citizen of Cincinnati. In 1809 fu
ture president Zachary Taylor (1849–1850) was
stationed in the town as a military recruiter. Capt.

teas, dinners, flower shows, and art exhibits. From

tion of Cumberland Falls. The Warsaw Woman's

Club affiliated for several years with the Kentucky
Federation of Women's Clubs but has been an inde

pendent club during most of its history
In 1961 Louise Chambers Corkran deeded to
the trustees of the Woman's Club her childhood

homein Warsaw at 502Sparta Pk (now Main Cross)
and its surrounding acre of land. The members de
liberated accepting the gift, but a spirited appeal by
trustee Sallie M. Brown persuaded the ladies to take
over the house and to embark on the club's first ren

ovation project, restoring the house as its meeting
place. To help raise funds for their many projects,
club members operated a thrift store downtown.
They also continued their civicinvolvement by lead

ing the effort to have Warsaw designated a historic

and some of them still remain. A handful of the

dwellings were built of brick and stone. In the last
decade of the 18th and the first decades of the 19th

century, Washington was the center of trade, edu
cation, and government for a large region. In 1797
there were 17 stores in town. Schools were started

and attracted students and professors. Mann But
ler, who later wrote a well-known history of Ken
tucky, was a teacher in Washington. From 1807 to
1812, the school started by Louisa Keats, the Ladies
Domestic Academy, was the most respected in the
area. Newspaper testimonials attracted students.
The daughters of leading families attended the
academy and became the wives of prominent men
such as U.S. senator John J. Crittenden, secretary of
state Peter Porter, and Ohio governor Duncan

and the date, 1794. Row houses, the oldest stand

in the West. In 1788 Dr. William Goforth estab

Thomas Marshall, brother of John Marshall, the

chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, was an In
dian fighter and the first clerk of the Mason Co.
Court. In the late 1700s, he built a large home
named Federal Hill within sight of the courthouse
on a hill near Washington. His famous brother was
a visitor, and their parentslived in the house for the
last years of their lives and were buried in a family
plot near the home. Washington's population grew
to more than 800 by 1810. The first part of the 19th
century was the high point for the town's political

and social prominence in the county. Limestone, by

Peak Corkran House Inc., anonprofit corporation to

that time called Maysville, was increasingly the cen
ter of the area's development. The importance of the
Ohio River and the end ofthe Indian threat brought
about Maysville's growth in influence, population,
and commercial importance. The Kentucky legisla
ture debated for days in January 1847 whether
Maysville should be named the county seat. Two
votes had been held in the county, with slim majori
ties favoring such a move. The legislature actually

ensure that the clubhouse could continue to be used

voted against the move, but after Mason Co. repre

for community purposes. Andafter generous contri
butions from families of past and current members
provided matching funds for a restoration grant
from the Kentucky Heritage Council.thehouse went
through a second renovation and was prepared to

sentative Henry Waller worked to get another vote,
the resolution making Maysville the county seat
passed and was made official the next year by the
legislature.
However, Washington retained both local and
national prominence after losing the county seat.

district on the National Register of Historic Places
in 1980 and by spearheading the "Trees for Warsaw."
initiative; they had previously beautified the U.S.42
right-of-way and supplied public trash containers
for the city. The club's longest-continuing project
has been the four-year collegescholarship presented
to a local high schoolgraduate.
In 1997 the club's members formed the WWC

serve as the site of the club's centennial celebration

In November 1830 the first macadamized, or

on June 13, 1999. In 2005 the City of Warsaw leased
the house to be used as a meeting place and a visitor's
center. The City plans to upgrade the house further,
making it accessible to all of the community; the

paved, road in Kentucky and west of the Alleghe
nies was completed between Maysville and Wash
ington. That same year President Andrew Jackson
(1829–1837) vetoed the Maysville Road Bill,
which would have provided federal support for
completing the highway between Washington and

Woman's Club continues to meet there. The Warsaw

Woman's Club is the second-longest-continuing
organization in Warsaw, after the Masons.

Lexington. This legislation was embroiled in the
national debate between the philosophy of Henry
Clay's American System and Jackson's philosophy

Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,
2003.

of limited federal government in favor of states
rights. The veto stymied the growth of the region.

Bogardus, Sue M. "History of the Warsaw Woman's
Club," 1999, Gallatin Co. Free Public Library, War.
saw, Ky.
Warsaw Independent, November 4, 1899.

Jacquelene P. Mylor

Another national event connected to Washington
that occurred in 1833 did not manifest itself until

Mason Co. Courthouse, Washington, Ky.

the 1850s. That year, Harriet Beecher visited her
student Elizabeth Marshall Key at the Marshall
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Key home in Washington. The home was just a few
doors away from the courthouse lawn, where slave
auctions were held. Tradition holds that the sights
Beecher witnessed on this visit, perhaps along with
others, inspired some of the characters and scenes
in Uncle Tom's Cabin (1852). The slave auction

portrayed in Beecher's chapter “Select Incident of
Lawful Trade” mentions Washington and a slave
auction before the “Court-house door.”

On the local level, many fine homes were
erected and large farms became prosperous in the
community and its environs in the early 19th cen
tury. Along with the hundreds of log houses, such
as that of founder Arthur Fox, which were the norm

during the settlement period, brick and stonestruc
tures were built. In town they included the Mar
shall and the Marshall Key houses; the stone
house of Dr. William Goforth; a brick building that
housed one of the first banks in the state; the Taylor
Brothers general merchandise store; the attorney
James Paxton's house, the Pillsbury and McMurdy
schools; a hotel called Washington Hall, built to try
to keep the county seat; a proslavery Methodist
church built in 1848; and many others. Near town
were the George Wood house, whose entire upper
floor was an open area for entertaining; the home
of the Revolutionary War general Henry Lee,
called Clover Hill, which was built of oak with ash

factory and the Maysville Community and
Technical College, which opened in the late 1960s,
were both large employers before the annexation. It
was in the 1950s that historic preservation efforts at
Washington began, when the county government
made arrangements to take possession of the John
ston house. Several nonprofit organizations fol
lowed, and today the community has a number of
buildings open to the public, including an original
logcabin that serves as the visitor's center, a museum
dedicated to Simon Kenton, a church museum, the

the state.

Calvert, Jean, and John Klee. The Towns of Mason
County: Their Past in Pictures. Maysville, Ky.
Maysville and Mason Co. Library Historical and
Scientific Association, 1986.

Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason
County. Lexington, Ky. Transylvania, 1936.
“Historical Past—Present Still," KP, January 1, 1973,
4K.

Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
John Klee

rett house, which was used as alocation for the 1986

WASHINGTON, GEORGE, JR. (b. December

PBS (Public Broadcasting Service) movie Huckle
berry Finn, John Chambers, who became the ter.
ritorial governor of Iowa in 1841, entertained fu
ture presidents William Henry Harrison (1841)and
Ulysses S. Grant (1869–1877) and other dignitaries

25, 1844, Newport, Ky.; d. August 23, 1905, New
port, Ky). George Washington Jr., a lawyer and a
politician, was the son of George and Martha
Doxon Washington. His father was a native of Jef.
ferson Co., Va., and a steamboat captain whose
base of operation was Newport, Ky. George Wash
ington Jr.'s great-great-grandfather was Samuel
Washington, brother of President George Wash
ington (1789–1797). George Jr. received his early
education in Newport and Cincinnati. His father
died when he was 12 years old, and at age 16 George
Jr. joined the Confederate Army. He served for one
year, before receiving a medical discharge for battle
wounds. When he returned to Newport, he was

burn, another stately home, completed in 1860, was
one of the last built by slave labor in the county.
These and many more fine old buildings are extant,
but many other fine homes and buildings in Wash
ington have been destroyed.
Another Washington connection to the na
tion's history was centered on a more modest clap
board house, the birthplace of Gen. Albert Sid
ney Johnston. A West Point graduate, secretary
of war in the Republic of Texas, and a shining star
in the Confederate army, he was killed early in the
Civil War at Shiloh. Gen. William “Bull” Nel

son used the same clapboard house during the
Civil War. Camp Nelson, just south of Lexington, a
wartime refuge for African Americans, is named
for Nelson and is the site of a national cemetery.
Mary Ward Holton, born in 1887 at Washing
ton, became the most noteworthy press agent for
the Broadway stage, representing such performers
as Lynn Fontaine, Julie Harris, Leslie Howard, and

Perrin, W. H. Biographical Sketches from Kentucky
Genealogy and Biography. Vol. 7, 1887. Reprint,

Indianapolis. Researchers, 1993.
Perrin, W. H., J. H. Battle, and G. C. Kniffin. Ken

tucky: A History of the State. 7th ed. Louisville,
Ky., F. A. Battery, 1888.
Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky. Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

Johnston house, a log cabin that belonged to early
settler George Mefford, and the Paxton House.
There are numerous shops as well, and special festi
vals are held throughout the year, such as Frontier
Christmas, one of the oldest and premier festivals in

floors and cherry woodwork; and the Richard Dur

at his home called Cedar Hill, built in 1807. Wood

odist Episcopal Church in Newport and was at
tended by hundreds. He was buried at the Ever
green Cemetery in Southgate.

not well received because of his Confederate affili

ation. Discouraged, he moved to Memphis, Tenn.,
where he roomed with Thomas Hines, another for
mer Confederate soldier. Hines later became a

Kentucky Supreme Court justice. Washington
studied law under Gen. Albert Pike and was ad
mitted to the Tennessee bar in 1866. He moved to

Knoxville,Tenn., to begin a law practice and served
as city attorney. In 1867 he married Jennie Ramsey,
and they had seven children. Their daughter Bettie
married John B. Taylor, son of James Taylor III
and grandson of Gen. James Taylor Jr., founder

Alfred Lunt between the 1930s and 1970.

of Newport. In 1881 Washington returned to New

After the county seat moved, Washington re
mained an incorporated city until 1990, when it was
annexed by its old rival Maysville. At the time of an
nexation, the fifth-class city of Washington had a
population of 795, about the same as in 1810. The
community built a substantial school in 1916 that
was destroyed by fire in 1974. Over the years, Wash
ington has been the site of a number of active
churches, a post office, and businesses. A sewing

port, where he entered into a law partnership with
Robert W. Nelson. Washington was an excellent
orator and was active in Democratic politics. In his
only run for office, he narrowly lost the race for ap
pellate court judge in 1894. Kentucky governor
William O. Bradley (1895–1899) honored Wash
ington by naming him a Kentucky Colonel in
1898. George Washington Jr. died in 1905 at age
60. His funeral service was held at the Grace Meth

Jack Wessling
WASHINGTON ARCHAEOLOGY. In 2005–

2006, an interdisciplinary archaeological investi
gation accompanied the City of Maysville's use of a
backhoe to lay PVC pipe in trenches that con
nected more than 70 properties currently listed on
the National Register of Historic Places. The exca
vations were carried out to bury public utilities for
the historic district of old Washington in Mason
Co. Archaeologists monitored these machine exca
vations on behalf of the city, while studying the ar
chival, architectural, and archaeological evidence
for several generations of this important 18th–19th
century town. From each of the 70-some properties
investigated, the project recovered soil formation
data, artifacts, and in many cases intact built fea
tures such as relict buildings, backfilled shafts, and
buried pavements.
Previous archaeologicalinvestigations at Wash
ington include the Stallings & Ross-Stallings exca
vations in the backyard of the Albert Sidney John
ston House and preliminary survey excavations at
15 properties, conducted by Nancy O'Malley. Both
previous investigations established that the soils of
Washington retain evidence of buried architec
tural ruins and the midden (trash) deposits of early
settlers and latter-day occupants, a conclusion con
firmed by the 2005–2006 excavations.

As expected, recovered artifacts include a huge
sample of 18th- and 19th-century ceramics, glass,
and iron; the ceramics and glass indicate that the
frontier generation of settlers had fewer posses
sions than modern people and that most of their
possessions were handmade. In contrast, the sheer
volume of materials owned increases with indus

trialization and market access in the early 19th
century. The surprise came in the high quality of
the 18th-century "frontier” ceramics: creamware,
tin-glazed earthenware, and Chinese export por
celain found next to long-stemmed clay tobacco
pipe fragments.
What made the investigations unique was the
rare opportunity to examine both the private
properties and the public infrastructure of an en
tire town. Washington retains deeply buried, well
crafted urban public landscapes that are remark
able in their extent. Most of the town was built in

what we would now call a wetland (the settlers

called it a pasture). Already in the 1790s, the town
required its citizens to assist in building flagstone
sidewalks above the quagmire. The town today
still has flagstone sidewalks, but the originals sur
vive under the current surface, on the same align

WASHINGTON OPERA HOUSE

ments. When Washington was at the height of its
power in the first quarter of the 19th century, ev
ery street intersection was graced with pedestrian
crosswalks composed of end-laid limestone, set
across the slope, in a technique stonemasons call
"surface drains." The entire town was once laced

with dry-laid stone drainage culverts, built in sev
eral styles, including box drains with huge lime
stone flags as lids, big enough for an excavator to

crawl through. Taken together with the dry-laid
stone fences typical of the Bluegrass, these find
ings indicate that Washington at its height must
have presented a manicured air of prosperity and
civil order. But all those civic improvements were
buried and forgotten, leaving only the buildings
to tell the story.
Washington has been subject to repeated His
toric American Buildings Survey documentation
ever since the 1930s and includes more than 90

properties recorded in the Kentucky Heritage
Council's historic resource inventory. Washington
is one of the only towns left in trans-Appalachian
America where the architecture of the frontier

survives side-by-side with high-style textbook ur
ban townhouse architecture of the Federal period.
The cabins themselves are steeple-notched or half
dovetailed, often with a Tidewater chimney and
solid-panel shutters, built on stone footers rising
out of the wetland muck. For the Federal period,
there are fanlights, Flemish bond brick masonry
with corbelled cornices, multipane windows, and
basement windows with wooden pegs instead of
glass. Paneled rooms with clever cupboards and
elaborate fireplaces also are intact.

Eyewitness Harry Toulmin noted that in Mason

first church and on its grounds that a series of de

Co. in 1793, the value of an estate of 100 acres could

bates was held in October 1823 between Alexan

be doubled with one year's labor in improvements.
A tenant farmer in a single year could double the

der Campbell, representing the Baptists, and
Rev. William McCalla, representing the Presby

value of his landlord's investment; hence, most ten

terians. Thousands attended and both sides

ants chose to continue moving West rather than
settle here permanently. If their arrival and depar
ture from the county fell in the interval between

claimed to have won the debates. The Baptists
hailed Campbell's performance, but in 1830 he
led a split of the Baptists by launching his Disci
ples of Christ movement. Rev. Gilbert Mason was
the pastor at the Washington Baptist Church

censuses, we will never know their names. However,

we now have ample evidence for their landlord's re
fined porcelain and a remarkable urban infrastruc
turesupporting refined early Federal surroundings.
Friend, Craig Thompson. Along the Maysville
Road: The Early American Republic in the
Trans-Appalachian West. Knoxville: Univ. of
Tennessee Press, 2005.

Miller, Orloff. “Archaeological Investigations at Wash
ington, for the City of Maysville's Utility Burial
Project, Mason County, Kentucky," Orloff Miller
Consulting, forthcoming.

. "Archaeology of Washington, Mason County,
Kentucky," a lecture presented to the Central Ohio
Valley Archaeological Society, April 19, 2007.
O'Malley, Nancy. A New Village Called Washing
ton. Maysville, Ky: Old Washington Inc./McCla

American Indian attack. Frontier settlers fool

ish or desperate enough to settle on land removed
from Washington often fell victim to the attacks
that feature so heavily in the Draper Manuscripts
and other frontier accounts. In 2005 Friend pro
posed that yeomen were socially eclipsed by an
aristocracy early in Mason Co.'s history. Most of
the first settlers were either young male entrepre
neurs with capital to invest or indigent families
with nothing to lose. Already by 1779, improve
ment claims, then called "preemptions,” were ille
gal. Most of the pioneers on this frontier were ten
ants. By 1796, Washington had passed suffrage
ordinances making the ownership of land prereq
uisite to voting privileges, at a time when most
town residents were renters.

from the 1840s until 1856 and was at the center of

a controversy that briefly separated the Washing.
ton Baptist Church from the Bracken Baptist As
sociation, a group that the Washington church
had been affiliated with since 1799. Although the
first church building was a sound structure, it
was torn down in early 1871. The replacement
church was destroyed by fire in 1889 and was not
rebuilt; the Washington Baptist Church ceased to
exist. In 1980 an effort led by Rev. Ken Forman
and the Bracken Association of Baptists resulted
in rebuilding the church of logs, which stands to
day on the original site. It serves the community
on special occasions.
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in Early Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, Lexington,
Louisville, and St. Louis. Chicago: Univ. of Chi

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.

Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
Masters, Frank M. A History of Baptists in Ken
tucky. Louisville, Ky., Kentucky Baptist Historical
Society, 1953.

Reis, Jim, “Cemeteries," KP, April 21, 1986,4K.
John Klee

cago Press, 1959.

Orloff G. Miller

Conventional wisdom evokes an American

frontier in which poor people wrested private
property from the remote wilderness by the sweat
of their brows. What the archival investigators
found defies that conventional story of the fron
tier, while confirming the settlement models pro
posed by Richard C. Wade in his The Urban
Frontier, as well as the burgeoning aristocracy on
Kentucky's frontier, as suggested by Craig T.
Friend in Along the Maysville Road. In 1959
Wade suggested that the trans-Appalachian fron
tier was populated from new urban cores growing
out into pacified hinterlands, reversing the mythic
order of isolated homesteads growing into cities.
Washington was built as such an urban core and
could proudly claim that it was never subject to
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WASHINGTON OPERA HOUSE. This ele

gant theater at 116 W. Second St. in Maysville was
WASHINGTON BAPTIST CHURCH. This

constructed in 1851, on the site of the former Old

Washington, Ky., church, founded by Rev. William

Blue Church (Presbyterian). It is the fifth-oldest

Wood, dates to 1785 and was one ofthe first churches

theater of this sort in the United States. In 1898 the

in Northern Kentucky. Wood was a founder of
Washington in addition to serving as the first
preacher for the church; he also donated the land
for the church building and the graveyard, which is
still in use. In the cemetery are buried some of the
pioneers of the area; family members of Albert
Sidney Johnston, including his mother, Abigail,
the early Presbyterian ministers Robert Wilson
and Paradise Lost McAboy; and Arthur Fox Sr.,
the other primary founder of Washington. Also
buried there are American Indians including a
chief and his wives. Part of the graveyard was set
aside for “strangers.”
The Washington Baptist Church, which be
gan as the Limestone Baptist Church, met in

Opera House was gutted by fire, and the local
Washington Fire Company rebuilt it, at a cost of
$24,000. It was renamed the Washington Opera
House in honor of the fire company. Over the
years, many of the nation's great performersgraced
the opera house's stage. Tom Mix, John Phillips

Limestone in 1785. Near there in 1788 Wood con

ducted some of the first baptisms in this part of
the state. Baptized in the Ohio River at this time
were Mary Rose, Ann Turner, Elizabeth Wash
burne, John Wilcox, and Elizabeth Wood. It was

reported that Indians watched from the north
side of the river, along with a large crowd from
Limestone. A log structure was built in Washing
ton in 1788 on the grounds donated by Wood,
and the name of the church was changed to Wash
ington Baptist Church in 1792. Wood continued
as pastor until 1798, when his land purchases
caused conflict with some members. It was in this

Sousa and his band, and John L. Sullivan. With
convenient steamboat and, later, railroad connec

tions, the Washington Opera House was an easy
one-night-stand for acts traveling to and from Cin
cinnati. The building later became a movie house,
owned by Falmouth mayor Max Goldberg. By
the mid-1950s, the legend was well established that
the house was haunted by a young girl named
Mary, who supposedly had fallen through a trap
door while performing in the building, broken her
neck, and died.

In 1962 the theater became home to the newly
formed Maysville Players, a local theatrical group
that openedits first season with the Thornton Wilder
classic Our Town. Eventually, the Players acquired
ownership of the building, and hundreds of plays
have been staged there since. Today, the Maysville
Players is the oldest group of its kind in the state.
The Maysville Players raised $2.9 million for resto
ration of the theater, which included new heating
and air-conditioning, restrooms, an elevator, new
seats, floors, and sundry other improvements. The
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restored theater reopened with a black-tie gala cel
ebration on November 25, 2006.

The Historic Washington Opera House. “Washington
Opera House History." www.maysvilleplayers.com
(accessed August 18, 2007).
WASHINGTONPRESBYTERLANCHURCH.

This church's congregation held its first meeting in
the home of Isaiah Keith on April 24, 1792, in
Washington in Mason Co. Its first officers were
Isaac Cannon, Edward Harris, Andrew Hender

son, Isaiah Keith, and Dr. John P. Campbell, who
as one of the eight early Presbyterian missionaries
to the area helped organized the church. In 1790
Washington was the second-largest city in Ken
tucky (which was not a state until 1792). The min
utes of Kentucky's Transylvania Presbytery first
mention the Presbyterian church at Washington
in 1793. The church's first regular pastor was an
other of the early missionaries, Rev. Robert Wil
son, who was installed in 1799, he also helped es
tablish churches in Augusta and Maysville. Also in
1799 the church was transferred to the Washing
ton Presbytery.
The Washington Presbyterian Church's first
building was built in 1806 of brick and had a high
ceiling; it was furnished with high-backed pews. A
cemetery near the church was later destroyed by
road construction. In 1815 the church was trans

ferred to the West Lexington Presbytery. The 1806
building was torn down in 1844, and a secondbuild
ing was erected at a cost of $2,500 that same year on
the site just opposite the present Washington Pres
byterian Church. It was of similar construction but
had a gallery for black servants. After this structure
was deemed unsafe and torn down in 1868, the third

(present) building, a framed one-room building,
was built in 1870–1871 for $4,000.

In 1936 the Washington Presbyterian Church
celebrated its 144th anniversary. Rev. William S.
Smythe was its pastor, and the elders were David

tently left by animals or human beings as they
travel from one place to another. In early historic
times, numerous traces were made by animals such
as bears or migrating bison (see Buffalo Traces).
Many of our modern highways follow early bison

area had come by canoe. While living at nearby

traces. There were also trails or traces left inten

elder, James Haw, and the church now named the

tionally by pioneers and explorers such as Daniel
Boone, who marked his Wilderness Road by
notching trees along the way. Washington Trace
in Campbell, Bracken, and Mason counties is a
road that roughly follows a trail left by early set
tlers traveling from Northern Kentucky toward
the town of Washington in Mason Co., just out
side Maysville. In the early days, the trace evi
dently began where today's Four Mile Rd. and
Fender Rd. intersect in Campbell Co. From there it

Washington United Methodist Church was estab
lished. From this beginning until 1818, circuit
riding preachers ministered to local Methodists in

went out Fender Rd. to Four and Twelve Mile Rd.,

then to Twelve Mile Rd., and then to today's Wash
ington Trace. The trace then meandered southeast
through the towns of Carthage and Flagg Springs,
where it began to follow present-day Ky. Rt. 10. It
went through the towns of Peach Grove, Brooks
ville, Powersville, and Germantown, and when it

neared Maysville, it followed for several miles
present-day U.S. 68, going toward Blue Licks. The
trace ended at Simon Kenton's blockhouse in

Washington.
Many noted Northern Kentucky people lived
along the trace. William Kennedy and his son
James builtalog cabin at Flagg Springs in 1789, from
which they surveyed much of northern and eastern
Campbell Co. They were also buried near the trace.
Elijah Herndon built a home for his family there in
1818, and the structure still stands today. His daugh
ter Demarius Herndon White and her husband, Jo

seph Jasper White, raised their family at Carthage,
on the trace. Demarius wrote an interesting diary
from 1879 to 1883 about her everyday life there.
Early preacher and builder James Monroe Jolly
built at least two churches along the trace and was
the pastor of the one at Flagg Springs. Absolom

preacher. In that same year they built a cabin near
Washington, Ky., Ogden returned with his church

the courthouse, in homes, and even in the local

jail. The first log church, built in 1818, was replaced
in 1826 by a stone church located in town on the
corner of Main and York Sts. The Methodist Epis
copal Church, as this church was known at the
time, prospered until the issue of slavery split the
Methodists nationally in 1845. The Washington
Church reorganized as the Washington Methodist
Episcopal Church South, and a new church build
ing was built in 1848. That building served the
congregation for more than a century. It was sold
in 1969 and now houses an interdenominational

church museum that is open to the public.
By 1939 the local church had shortened its
name to the Washington Methodist Church. Sev
eral pastors of note served the church around the
turn of the century. Rev. Urban Valentine William
Darlington served from 1896 to 1900 and later be
came bishop of the Kentucky Methodist Confer
ence. Rev. J.J. Dickey was pastor at the Washington
Methodist Church in 1902, 20 years after he had
gone to Jackson, Ky., while a Presbyterian and or
ganized Jackson Academy (later Lees College, and
now part of the Hazard Community and Techni
cal College) there. In 1899 a parsonage was pur
chased in Washington on Main St., but a new par
sonage was built behind the church in 1955. During
the pastorate of R. C. Mynear, in 1966, a decision
was made to build a new church building. Land
was purchased from an estate known as Cedar Hill,
and the new church was dedicated on October 19,

trace and referred to it in his Civil War diary. The

1969, with Bishop Roy Short and the church's new
pastor, Jackson Brewer, on hand. The year before,
several groups had united nationally to form the

executed Confederate Civil War veteran William

United Methodist Church, so the church in Wash

Francis Corbin lived along the trace and was bur

ington became the Washington United Methodist
Church. The church building sustained heavy
damage in January 1975 as a result of arson, but the
damage was repaired and the church reopened that

Columbus Dicken lived most of his life near the

Rannells, who had conducted a classical school

in the city for approximately 40 years, William
Richey, and Isaiah Thompson.
The church has a vibrant history of missionary
work, Mary Wilson (daughter of Robert Wilson)
married Rev. Lorin Andrews, and the couple

Kenton's Station in 1786, the Stevensons enter

tained Rev. Benjamin Ogden, a Methodist

ied on his farm beside this historic road. The land

along Washington Trace today remains relatively
undeveloped.

served as missionaries in the Sandwich islands

August.
(Hawaii) in late 1827. The church also had several

Wessling, Jack. Early History of Campbell County,

sewing societies and ladies aid societies. The La
dies Missionary Society was organized as early as
1886. The First Mission Study Class distributed
pigs to collect money for the Leper Fund and also
sent boxes of bedclothes and clothing to mountain

Kentucky. Alexandria, Ky., Privately published,
1997.

Jack Wessling
WASHINGTON

UNITED

METHODIST

schools.
Allen, James S., and Ruth R. “The Church with its

Cherished Memories since 1792 Organized in
1796, 1972, Washington Presbyterian Church,
Washington, Ky.
Green, Thomas M. ed., Weekly Maysville Eagle, De
cember 27, 1871.

Alex Hyrcza

CHURCH. The church currently known as the
Washington United Methodist Church was the
second Methodist church established in Kentucky
and has been a constant religious presence in Ma
son Co. since its organization in 1786. Thomas and
Sarah Stevenson, settlers from Maryland, spon
sored the Methodist church at Washington. Lewis
Collin's History of Kentucky notes that the Ste
vensons were on the second flatboat down the

WASHINGTON TRACE RD. A trace is a path
or trail, usually of trampled vegetation, inadver

Ohio River, landing at Limestone Landing in
present-day Mason Co.; the earlier settlers of the

“Arson Destroys Church,” KP, January 22, 1975, 1K.
Collection of the Kentucky Gateway Museum Center,
Maysville, Ky.

Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.
Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
“To Rebuild Gutted Church,” KP, January 24, 1975,4K.
John Klee

WASTE DISPOSAL. Northern Kentucky was
no more advanced in its early methods of waste
disposal than the rest of the nation. Depending
upon where people lived in Northern Kentucky,
their trash was dumped in privies or local sink
holes, thrown in nearby riversandstreams, burned,
or put in open dumps. Many in rural areas relied
on the barreland the match or disposed of trash on

WATERS, ROBERT L., JR., “BOB?'

their own farm, while most city residents had some
one dump it for them. In some cases, waste was
thrown to hogs for forage. Some dumps burned the
trash in favorable winds to minimize litter, odor,

and vermin. For many years, each Northern Ken
tucky city had its own landfill, within its boundar
ies. Taylor's Bottoms, along each side of Taylor's
Creek between Bellevue and Newport, served that
purpose for those two cities; in Covington there
were dumps along Crescent Ave. at Second St., far
ther south where present-day Meinken Field is,
and along Banklick Creek (see Banklick Creek
and Watershed). Fort Thomas had a similar facil

ity along River Rd. behind the Fort Thomas Mil
itary Reservation. At many of these sites, large
incinerators with tall smokestacks eventually were
built. Such locations were eyesores for neighbors
and smelled bad; today many of them are beneath
public athletic fields.
The centralization of the waste industry began
when people started relying on haulers to collect
their waste and dump it at an open dump. Although
the smaller dumps went unrecorded, the Kentucky
Environmental and Public Protection Cabinet

documented the larger dumps during the promul
gation of Kentucky House Bill 174 and inventoried
the unpermitted, inactive, and uncapped landfills
throughout the state. According to the list, North
ern Kentucky has 36 uncapped, inactive landfills: 2
are in Boone Co., 10 in Campbell, I in Gallatin, 7 in
Grant, and 16 in Kenton.

Nearly all solid wastes in Northern Kentucky
are collected and taken to one of these four landfill

facilities: a landfill run by Bavarian Trucking
Company Inc., in Boone Co.; CSI (owned by Re
public Services Inc.), in Grant Co.; or one of the
landfills owned by Rumpke Consolidated Compa
nies Inc. in Colerain Township, Ohio, and Pendle
ton Co., Ky.
The Bavarian Trucking Company Inc. began
operating its landfill west of Walton in Boone Co.
in 1974. In 1995 Bavarian became the third waste

disposal firm in Kentucky to meet the new com
posite liner design standards, and in 2003 its land
fill was the first in the state that used landfill gas
to generate electricity. Bavarian now operates or
controls approximately 600 acres at this site and
employs approximately 100 people in Northern
Kentucky.
Contiguous with the Bavarian Trucking Com
pany Inc. landfill is a closed site that was originally
operated by K&O Sanitation and later purchased
by Northern Kentucky Sanitation. In 1967 access to
the facility was cut off by the construction of I-71
through Stephenson Mill Rd., and the facility was
closed. Northern Kentucky Sanitation later re
opened the landfill at the end of McCoy Fork Rd.,
directly across I-71. In 1973 Browning Ferris Indus
tries (BFI) bought Northern Kentucky Sanitation's
landfill and operated the facility. From 1974 to ap
proximately 1980, Bavarian and BFI operated the
two landfills adjacent to each other. In a rare occur
rence in the annals of the waste industry, Bavarian
purchased BFI's property when it ceased all opera

The Epperson Landfill, owned by Republic Ser
vices Inc., is located off Cynthiana St., just outside
the city limits of Williamstown in Grant Co. The
landfill was started in 1968 by Hade Epperson, a
Grant Co. resident who had been collecting gar
bage in the county since the 1950s. When he died
in 1978, his son Freddie, then age 36, took over the
operation. In 1991 Kentucky adopted stringent en
vironmental regulations, dramatically increasing
the cost of landfill operation. That year, Freddie
Epperson sold the landfill to Addington Environ
mental, based in Lexington. The following year,
the Epperson Landfill became the first facility in
Kentucky to be permitted under the state's new
composite liner design standards. In 1996 Adding
ton was merged into Republic Services Inc., the
third-largest waste company in the nation. Repub
lic continued to operate the landfill, which accepts
waste from Northern Kentucky and southwestern
Ohio.

Rumpke's Pendleton Co. Landfill, six miles
north of Falmouth, began operations in 1972.
Rumpke purchased the site in 1980. The facility
consists of approximately 650 acres, and all of
the area except for the 148 permitted acres serves
as buffer. Todd Rumpke, regional vice president,
manages the facility, which has approximately
120 employees. The landfill is permitted to receive
municipal solid waste and construction demoli
tion debris. The Pendleton Co. Landfill is part of
Rumpke Consolidated Companies Inc., which is
headquartered in Colerain Township, Ohio, just
outside of Cincinnati. Rumpke's operation was
founded in 1932 by brothers William F. Rumpke
and Bernard Rumpke. Their sons, cousins William
J. Rumpke Sr. and Thomas B. Rumpke, expanded
the business and extended Rumpke's service area
into Northern Kentucky. Currently, Rumpke em
ploys 2,300 people throughout Kentucky, Ohio,
and Indiana.
Bavarian Waste Service, www.bavarianwaste.com

(accessed December 20, 2006).

Rumpke. www.rumpke.com (accessed December 20,
2006).

Rick Brueggemann
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of Life Scout. Bob began playing the guitar as a
young teen, being mostly self-taught. The Troop 17
Hot Shots was the name of his Boy Scout band. He
graduated from Holmes High School in Cov
ington in 1942 and studied voice for a time. His
instructors encouraged him to pursue an opera ca
reer, but after weighing the time and effort required
to be a successful opera singer, he opted to dedicate
all that energy to what he truly loved, playing gui
tar in a band.
Waters had a keen interest in Hawaiian music

early on, in his preteen years. While on a visit to Los
Angeles in 1941, he met Mamo Clark, the Hawaiian
born actress who graduated from the University of
Southern California and starred opposite Clark
Gable in Mutiny on the Bounty. That experience
only sharpened his interest in Hawaiian culture
and music. Then, while serving in the U.S. Marines
during World War II, Bob was stationed in Samoa
in the South Pacific during 1942–1943. The Samo
ans and the Hawaiians, who share common ances
tors, have similar dialects and musical traditions. It

was there that he put together a band with some lo
cals and entertained the Marines on the base.

Through his music he developed friendships with
members of a native Samoan tribe, studied their

customs and language, and perfected his music.
The tribe's chief became very fond of Waters. He
adopted him as a son and gave him the name Pu
levai, which Waters carried and used for the rest of

his life. Pule meant "great speaker or talker" and
wai, Samoan for "water," was Waters's Samoan sur

name. He eventually learned to speak the Samoan
language fluently, along with several other South
Pacific dialects.
Bob “Pulevai" Waters had his own Hawaiian

band from that time forth. He played with and
studied under many of the Hawaiian music greats
after the war, both in the Islands and stateside. He

was well known and respected in Hawaiian music
circles and became a very close friend of Jerry
Byrd of Lima, Ohio, said to be the most recog
nized Hawaiian steel guitar player of all times.
Byrd played country steel guitar and was featured
on Cincinnati television station WLW's Mid

Hawaiian music in particular. Growing up along
Scott St. in Covington, he, like so many other Cov
ington boys, became heavily involved with Daniel

western Hayride for many years. Waters accom
panied Byrd to the Hawaiian Steel Guitar Asso
ciation (HGSA) conventions in Joliet, Ill., every
October, to play backup for Byrd's clinics, dem
onstrations, and competition. Each May they
traveled to Hawaii to play with the best bands
performing there, and each July they attended the
week-long Aloha International meetings in Win
chester, Ind. Together, they amassed an impres
sive collection of HSGA awards to augment their
professional reputations.
Julia K. Puou Waters, Bob's wife of 45 years,
played the ukulele and performed as a dancer and
singer in the Paradise Islanders alongside him for
their entire careers. A native of the Big Island of
Hawaii, Julia had served as a lady U.S. Marine from
1954 to 1957. When she was discharged, she came
to Cincinnati with a Marine girlfriend for a visit.
There, at a local Hawaiian Club get-together, she

tions at the site. BFI's landfill was sold to Vienna

Beard's Sons of Daniel Boone, better known as

met Waters. She sat in with the Hawaiian music

Woods Inc., which capped and closed the facility.

the Boy Scouts of America, and achieved the rank

band that night, eventually replaced one of the two

WATERS, ROBERT L., JR., “BOB?’ (b. No

vember 9, 1922, Covington, Ky.; d. January 6, 2006,
Independence, Ky.) Guitarist Bob Waters and the
Paradise Islanders hosted the renowned Hawaiian

Luau and dinner show at the Howard Johnson's

Hotel at the Sharonville, Ohio, exit off I-75 every
Saturday night for more than 20 years during the
1960s, 1970s, and 1980s, performing two shows
each night.
Robert L. Waters Jr. was the son of a Chesa

peake and Ohio Railroad engineer, Robert L.
Waters Sr., who in turn, was the son of a steamboat

pilot. Robert Jr.'s mother was Jessie C. Duval.
Young Robert relinquished the family transporta
tion career tradition in favor of his first love, music,
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female dancers in the group, played the ukulele,
and later married Waters.

Bob and Julia Waters both retired from the

Paradise Islanders in 1986. Bob died in early 2006
at St. Elizabeth Medical Center South and was

buried at Floral Hills Cemetery in Taylor Mill. Ju
lia continues to live in their home in Independence.
The musicallegacy Bob Waters left was unique. He
established, nurtured, and propagated the Hawai
ian entertainment tradition and venue in the Greater

Cincinnati area. Even after he retired, his band

continued to perform, helping to seal his musical
legacy.
Hicks, Jack. "He Brought Hawaiian Music Home,"
KP, July 15, 1994, 1K.
“Robert L. Waters,” KP, January 9, 2006, A8.
Don Clare

WATKINS, SIMONJ. (b. February 1868, Court
land, Ala; d. November 6, 1948, Covington, Ky).
Simon J. Watkins, the son of Anderson and Mary
Watkins, was the first African American physician
in Covington. He was a physician, a surgeon, and a
dentist. Watkins attended Tennessee A&I State

College and the Meharry Medical School, both in
Nashville, Tenn., receiving his degree in dentistry
in 1888 and a degree in medicine in 1889. He
served on the Meharry Medical School faculty un
til 1891. Later that year, he moved to Covington to
begin his medical practice. He married a woman
from Covington, Rosa A. Moore, on January 12,
1893. In 1894 Watkins's office was located at 429

Scott St. in Covington. Four years later he moved
his office to 113 E. Ninth St. in Covington, where
he maintained his practice until retiring in 1946.
Watkins was appointed to the state Interracial
Committee and was named a sanitary officer in
Covington by the state Medical Board. In May
1912 he organized the state Medical Society of Col
ored Physicians, Surgeons, Dentists, and Pharma
cists at a meeting in Covington.

Watkins was a member of Lane Chapel C.M.E.
Church. In March 1895, he gave the welcome talk
to the Mount Sterling District Conference of Col
ored Methodists meeting in Covington. He also
served as a delegate to the Christian (Colored)
Methodist Episcopal conference for three consec
utive years. He was actively involved in the local
Republican Party. Watkins died at his home in
1948 and was buried at Linden Grove Cemetery in
Covington. His daughter Anna Mae Jones oper
ated the C. E. Jones funeral home after the death of
her husband, Charles E. Jones.
“Colored Conference,” KP. March 4, 1895, 5.

“Colored Medical Men Meeting in Covington," KP.
May 10, 1912, 11.

WFIW at Hopkinsville. Two businessmen in Cov
ington, Maurice L. Galvin and L. B. Wilson,
realized that a local station would be a valuable as

in 1954, but WCKY continued as an L. B. Wilson

set not only for entertainment but also, and more
importantly, to promote the business and growth
of the city.
In 1929 the Federal Radio Commission made

station for another 15 years. In 1961 the station ad
opted the Mutual Broadcasting System network,
and in 1963 the station's affiliation was changed to
the American Broadcasting Company. The station

an allotment for two additional stations in Ken

thus is the only one in the region that has been af.

tucky, the first a 1,000-watt transmitter that would

filiated with all four major radio networks.

be shared with other stations, and the second a
5,000-watt transmitter located at 1480 KHz. U.S.
senator Frederic Sackett was contacted, and he im

mediately went to work to investigate whether a sta
tion could be added in Northern Kentucky. After
preliminary negotiations between the Federal Ra
dio Commission and Senator Sackett, L. B. Wilson

call letters, it became WSAI “Real Oldies" at AM

completed and filed an application on February 5.
The application required that some preliminary
plansfor the station be made; one item was the loca
tion of the transmitting plant. At the time, because

1530 and featured the top 40 hits of the 1950s and
1960s. Although that programming was very pop

Cincinnati radio station WLW had built a new

transmitter at Mason, Ohio, its old broadcasting
plant at Harrison, Ohio, was available for purchase.
So the original application included the plan to
purchase the plant at Harrison. On February 6 the
Federal Radio Commission granted the permit for
the station. The permit was later amended to place
construction of the transmitter in Kentucky, speci
fying that totally new equipment would be used.
In April 1929 the new corporation purchased
RCA Victor equipment that duplicated the latest
used by station WHAS in Louisville. Radio station
engineers were asked to begin locating a site for the
transmitter, and later in the year, a farm belonging
to the Walton family, in Villa Hills, overlooking
the Ohio Valley, was chosen. Engineers began test
ing and found that a very strong signal could be
transmitted as far away as Louisville. The new sta
tion's offices and studio were located in the Peoples
Bank (now US Bank) building at Sixth St. and
Madison Ave. in Covington.

By September the dream to begin broadcasting
had been realized and ground testing began. On
September 16, 1929, at 7:45 p.m., the station opened
with a 15-minute dedication ceremony from the
Crystal Room at the Music Hall in Cincinnati, co

ular, the owners switched back to a talk format and

resumed using call sign WCKY in 2005. On July 7,
2006, WCKY again modified programming, now
to a sports talk format, and became “WCKY 1530
Homer the Sports Animal." The studios are now
located, along with other Clear Channel stations,
in the Towers of Kenwood building in Sycamore
Township in Ohio. At night the station can nor
mally be heard as far away as Chicago, Miami, De
troit, and Wichita. The call letters WCKY signify,
by the W, a radio station east of the Mississippi
River; CKY stands for Covington, Ky.
Brinkmoeller, Tom. “WCKY Radio Breezes Past Half

Century Mark,” CE, October 21, 1979, F6.

Hannaford, R. Clarke. "Merchandising Important
Factor in Radio," Broadcasting Magazine, August
15, 1933, 21.

“Inaugural Edition Radio Broadcasting Station
WCKY." KP, September 15, 1929, special sec, 1–15.
“OneStation Is Due Kentucky"KP February 6, 1929, 1.

John E. Leming Jr.
WCVG. Covington-based AM radio station
WCVG dates to 1965, when Irving Swartz, man
ager and president of the Kenton Broadcasters
(WCLU Broadcasting), served as the new station's
general manager. The station went on the air under
the call name of WCLU, with a daytime power of

ordinated with the fifth annual radio dealers' show

500 watts; it was located at 1320 kHz on the broad

also being held there. The National Broadcasting
Company, the Kentucky Post, and the Cincinnati
Post presented several programs that day, which
were followed by an announcement by Kentucky
governor Flem D. Sampson (1927–1931).
In 1937 WCKY increased its power to 10,000
watts; in August 1939 the station switched its affili
ation from the National Broadcasting System to
the Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS) and at
the same time increased transmitting power to

cast band. WCLU began as a country music pro
vider, featuring “Modern Country" music. The sta
tion soon moved its broadcasting studio to Milford,

50,000 watts. At the same time, L. B. Wilson moved

cinnati: Dabney, 1926.
Reis, Jim. “Historic Lane Chapel," KP, March 4,

the studios from Covington to the Gibson Hotel in
Cincinnati. The North American Radio Broad

WCKY. As radio became increasingly popular
during the late 1920s, Kentucky had only three ra

casting Agreement Treaty of 1941 caused consid
erable shuffling of stations and expanded the AM
dial to 1600 KHz. WCKY was subsequently moved
up the dial to 1530 KHz. In 1945 the station
dropped its CBS affiliation to become indepen

dio stations, WHAS and WLAP at Louisville and

dent. Between 1946 and 1964, WCKY featured an

Theodore H. H. Harris

In 1969 the estate of L. B. Wilson sold WCKY

to Post Newsweek Broadcasting, and a country
music format was retained for several years before
changing to a news/talk format, competing with
stations WKRC and WLW locally. WCKY was
later sold to Jacor Communications; changing its

Dabney, W. P. Cincinnati's Colored Citizens. Cin

1996, 4K.

all-night country music disk-jockey program
that had a nationwide following. L. B. Wilson died

Ohio, but the transmitter remained behind the

Latonia Plaza Shopping Center in Covington. In
1981 WCLU changed to a rock-and-roll music for
mat and then in the mid-1980s to a contemporary
hit-music style. Swartz was one of the first to utilize
a computerized method of selecting songs for air
play. In 1987 Swartz sold the station to Richard
Plessinger, and the call letters changed to WCVG.
In 1987 WCVG switched to a contemporary
country format, which did not last long; the sta
tion became the nation's first “All Elvis” station

late in that same year. In 1988 it became an affili
ate of the Business Radio Network, going to 24
hours of business news and talk. In 1992 the sta
tion moved its broadcast studio back to its trans

mitter site in Latonia and returned to country
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music and sports talk as a format. WCVG served
the Northern Kentucky sports community with
heavy coverage of high school sports and also
aired Northern Kentucky University and
Thomas More College sports. Former Mr. Ken
tucky Basketball (1978), Holmes High School
standout Doug Schloemer, has served as a sports
announcer for the station.

On July 16, 2006, WCVG was purchased for
$1.9 million by the Davidson Media Group and be
came a Spanish-language station. Over the years,
the station has struggled to find its market niche, as
reflected by its many formatting changes.
Nash, Francis M. Towers over Kentucky: A History
of Radio and TV in the Bluegrass State. Lexing
ton, Ky., Host Communications, 1995.

Wikipedia. “WCVG." www.wikipedia.org (accessed
February 14, 2007).
Williams, Tom. "Radio Station Alters Format again as
Country Music Replaces Business News,” KP, Jan
uary 23, 1992, 12A.
WCVN/KET. WCVN television, Channel 54 on

the UHF band, is Northern Kentucky's link to the
statewide KET (Kentucky Educational Television).
WCVN began broadcasting from its 300-foot tower
in Taylor Mill on September 17, 1969, after several
months of delays. This local outlet for public televi
sion, PBS (Public Broadcasting Service), brings to
Northern Kentucky programs from the PBS na
tional network and local programming from KET
production facilities in Lexington and Louisville.
During the early part of the academic day, instruc
tion in various subjects is supplied to classrooms
in schools across the state; in the evening, national
broadcasts are sent over the airwaves. This pro
grammingwould not be available if not for the exis
tence of sponsor-free, public educational television.
Locally, WCVN has one of about 15 transmitters in
the KET network, spread across the state and fed by
a microwave system that emanates from the KET
headquarters on the campus of the University of
Kentucky in Lexington. There is no studio for local
production of broadcasts at the tower site.
During spring 2007, KET aired its own pro
duction of Where the River Bends, narrated by
Nick Clooney. An almost three-hour-long pre
sentation on the history of the Northern Kentucky
region, it was well-received and resulted in KET's
most successful one-night fundraising effort in
the network's history.
“Blame Bad Weather for ETV Station Delays,” KP.
May 12, 1969,6K.

ferred to as the Outer Bluegrass Region of Ken
tucky. Northern Kentucky experiences a vast array
of weather conditions over the course of a year.
Globally, nationally, and regionally, its location
within the midlatitudes of the United States plays
an integral part in the various storm tracks that
move in and out on a daily, monthly, and yearly
basis. Northern Kentucky is located in a transition

rounds Northern Kentucky currently, rather than
the setting of the region 180 years ago. The follow
ing is a sampling of the most current 30-year aver
ages, documented from one data-point setting in
Boone Co. (the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky
International Airport, 1971–2000):
Annual average precipitation:42.60 inches
Annual average snowfall: 23.7 inches
Annual average high temperature: 64.0 degrees
Annual average low temperature: 44.3 degrees
Annual average mean temperature: 54.2 degrees

zone between two climates, Humid Continental to

its north and Humid Subtropical to its south.
Climatologically, Northern Kentucky is on the
southern rim of a continental polar air mass (colder,
drier, and more stable air) while hugging the north
ern fringe of a maritime tropical air mass (warm,
moist, and more unstable air). This air-mass battle

94.1

This kind of data is a yearly representation for
the entire Northern Kentucky region and is used as
the basis for all counties within the Northern Ken

ground can create some wicked weather extremes:
large snowfall totals locally or very little snow in the
winter months, flooding rains or widespread
droughts, large heat spells or vast cold spells. The
area can also receive decaying tropical storms in late

tucky region. The 30-year averages would likely
vary from county to county due to their proximity
and topography, but the averages listed serve as the
standard for all counties within this localized area.

autumn. It is where these extreme weather events

collide and shift seasonally or annually, defining an
eventuallong-term climate for this territory.
Northern Kentucky's position within the mid
latitudes, its distance from major bodies of water
(the Gulf of Mexico, the Atlantic Ocean, and the

Great Lakes), and its topography have created a cer
tain annual "climate control" specified for this re
gion. The "climate control" has helped to shape the
"averages” or "normals," values that are used daily
by local forecasters, farmers, and the general public
as a guide to what the weather should be, dependent
upon the time of the year or for a certain growing
season. The numerical averages of precipitation and
temperatures are the largest factors observed and
have been roughly recorded for close to two centu
ries, beginning in the 1830s. These daily logbooks
have helped to establish a better understanding of
the region's weather annually.
Evolutionary factors such as urban sprawl, de
creasing farmland, natural growth, manmade
products, and congestion all have had some direct
impact on today's climate status. However, average
temperatures and precipitation referred to now are
based only on the most recent span of 30 years. The

Spring: Meteorological Season March 1 to
May 31

Spring begins the growing season for most local
farmers, but this season is also known for its severe
thunderstorms and massive floods. The transi

tional period from early March to late May can be a
volatile one locally, with huge temperature swings
from clashing and retreating air masses. The slow
creep from winters's past can still unleash late
season snows and early spring tornadoes. Of all
seasonal variations, spring in Northern Kentucky
appears to be the most violent historically. Some of
the greatest documented tornadoes in the region

frame of reference is the environment that sur

have occurred within this three-month time

frame. Late-season snows, copious rains, and mas
sive snowmelt rank March through May high for
significant flooding along the Ohio River and its
tributaries (see Flood of 1884; Flood of 1907;
Floods of 1913; Flood of 1937, Flood of 1964,

Licking River; Flood of 1997, Licking River).
Historical data shows that 6 of the 10 greatest
floods for this area occurred in the early spring
months of March and April. As the days get longer
with increased sunlight and milder with higher
temperatures, spring flooding becomes less likely

SPRING METEOROLOGICAL SEASON

March

April

May

Average mean temperature

43.9 degrees

53.7 degrees

63.7 degrees

Warmest monthly

88.0 degrees

90.0 degrees

95.0 degrees

–11.0 degrees

15.0 degrees

27.0 degrees

3.90 inches

3.96 inches

4.59 inches

Heaviest monthly rainfall

12.18 inches

9.77 inches

9.48 inches

Heaviest one-day rainfall

5.22 inches

2.41 inches

3.02 inches

3.80 inches

0.60 inch

0.00 inch

3.70 inches

0.20 inch

3.30 inches

0.20 inch

"Covington's ETV Is Near Start," KP, March 4, 1969,
6K.

"Getting Ready for Higher Education,'" KP May 12,
1969, 1K.

“Our Educational TV is On—People Know We're

temperature

Coldest monthly
temperature

Average rainfall

Here?" KP September 17, 1969, 1K.
Reis, Jim. “Northern Kentucky's Quest for TV." KP
May 8, 1989,4K.

Average snowfall
WEATHER AND CLIMATE. Northern Ken

tucky is centrally located within the Ohio River
Valley, at an elevation range of 425 to 1,000 feet
above sea level. Geographically, this region is re

Heaviest monthly snowfall
Heaviest one-day snow total

13.0 inches
9.80 inches

942

WEATHER AND CLIMATE

along the Ohio River. It is around this time of the
year that the melted snows have finally pushed
downstream and that the average last spring freeze
occurs (on April 21), a true sign that the growing
season has begun.
Summer: Meteorological Season June 1
to August 31

Typically, the progression from spring into sum
mer is a gradual one in this region. The month of
June averages a robust rainfall total at 4:42 inches,
placing it second only to May for annual precipita
tion totals, while the average daily high tempera
tures rise by 14 degrees from May 1 to June 30.
Eventually, the summer's heatisfelt by the last week
of June and continues through late August. As the
prevailing summertime winds turn southwesterly,

SUMMER METEOROLOGICAL SEASON

July

June

August

72.0 degrees

76.3 degrees

74.5 degrees

Warmest monthly temperature

102.0 degrees

1090 degrees

103.0 degrees

Coldest monthly temperature
Average rainfall

39.0 degrees

47.0 degrees

43.0 degrees

4.42 inches

3.75 inches

3.79 inches

Heaviest monthly rainfall

9.61 inches

8.70 inches

7.71 inches

Heaviest one-day rainfall

3.35 inches

3.93 inches

3.52 inches

Average snowfall

0.00 inches

0.00 inches

0.00 inches

Heaviest monthly snowfall

0.00 inches

0.00 inches

0.00 inches

Heaviest one-day snow total

0.00 inches

0.00 inches

0.00 inches

Average mean temperature

moist air from the Gulf of Mexico becomes more

prevalent. This regime of air not only makes for
hotter days but also more humidones. Daily storms
become less common during this period as cooler
air retreats north and upper-level winds relax, keep
ing most frontal boundaries with more organized
thunderstorms concentrated across the Great Lakes

region. The typical storm activity during this six
to-eight-week period is morelimited and localized,
but collectively July and August deliver an average
rainfall total of 754 inches.

Excessively hot periods are documented for
this region, especially in July. Most recent is the
record heat occurring in 1988, which set eight new
record high temperatures during the weeks of late
June through August. Locally and nationally, the
summer of 1988 was devastating in relation to heat
and drought. Some 7,500 heat-related deaths oc
curred, mainly across the eastern United States,
along with an estimated $61.6 billion in drought
damage and aid. In 1944 an additional eight days
of record heat were observed locally from late June
through August. In the intensely hot summer of
1953, 51 days of 90-degree temperatures or greater
were experienced, the most in more than 60 years;
on average, Northern Kentucky's summer months
produce only 1890-degree days.
Historically, the years 1934 and 1936 stand out
in terms of record heat and drought. The all-time
record high temperature fell in theyear of 1934, with
a blistering 109 degrees on July 21. Seven record
highs were recorded in 1934, five of them at or ex
ceeding 100 degrees. The summer of 1934 may have
held the hottest day in historical data, but 1936 was
also extremely harsh. Eleven new record highs were
set in the summer of 1936, allexceeding 100 degrees.
Within the week of July 10, six days topped 100 de
grees, and all were set as new records, which remain
today. These two years represent extreme heat lo
cally and drought conditions that also affected the

through early November. Although cold winter air
begins building in southern Canada around this
time, it is usually trapped across the northern United
States and pushed east by the polar jet stream. Also
in the autumn, tropical air begins to retreat slowly to
the Gulf of Mexico. This places Northern Kentucky
between two very active storm tracks, the polar jet
stream and the subtropical jet stream. Meteorologi
cally, it is termed a split-flow, and it keeps the
weather somewhat quiet in this region for a span of
about six weeks. With the exception of dying tropi
cal system that may be pulled north, rainfallis quite
limited, making these three months the driest of the
year. It is also around this time that autumn foliage
brings a brilliant spread of colors, with peak colors
arriving by mid-to-late October. This timing coin
cides properly with the average first frost of the sea
son, expected around October 13.
A second severe-weather season is possible
during the late autumn. Although storms are not
as frequent as in the spring months, isolated severe
outbreaks are somewhat common. Periodically,
colder blocks of air will begin their surge south
ward and create some rough and dangerous
weather conditions locally, Large temperature
swings and contrasts during this transitional pe
riod should be noted. Many local forecasters have
not overlooked the tornado potential during this
time of the year. Although less common in au
tumn, tornadoes have spawned in this region just
before the first snows of the winter hit the ground.

November brings with it the first true signs of win
ter and its snow potential.
Average first trace of snowfall: November 7
Average first .10 inch of snowfall: November 21
Average first 1 inch of snowfall: November 28
Winter: Meteorological Season December 1
to February 28
When compared nationally, the winter months in
Northern Kentucky are considered mild. Histori

cally, there have been some exceptions, but big
snowy periods and extreme cold spells are truly
rare during these months and usually last only for
a week to 10 days. For the most part, the winter
season is the cloudiest of the year, and frequent
passing snow showers or wintry mixes of rain,
snow, sleet, and freezing rain eventually mount to
an average snow total of 23.7inches. January is the
snowiest month on average at 79 inches.
Prevailing winds during this period are from
the northwest, with cold-spell intervals followed by
brief periods of sunny and milder days. Data indi
cates record high temperatures for these months
ranging from the mid-60s to the mid-70s. This il
lustrates just how mild winters can belocally. Ironi
cally, the month of January, which may be consid
ered the “dead of winter,” posted one of the warmest
temperatures of the season in 1950: 74 degrees on
January 25. However, the month of January also
posted the coldest temperature of all time: —25

FALL METEOROLOGICAL SEASON

September

October

November

674 degrees

55.7 degrees

447 degrees

Warmest monthly temperature

102.0 degrees

92.0 degrees

83.0 degrees

31.0 degrees

16.0 degrees

0.0 degrees

Bowl Years, which included 1934 and 1936, lasted

Coldest monthly temperature
Average rainfall

2.82 inches

2.96 inches

3.46 inches

for close to a decade in some parts of the country.

Heaviest monthly rainfall

8.61 inches

8.60 inches

7.51 inches

Heaviest one-day rainfall

3.19 inches

4.30 inches

2.47 inches

to November 30

Average snowfall

0.00 inches

0.40 inch

Autumn in the Ohio River Valley is a rather tranquil
season. Dry, warm days followed by clear, cool
nights are the common theme from late September

Heaviest monthly snowfall
Heaviest one-day snow total

0.00 inches

6.20 inches

12.10 inches

0.00 inches

5.90 inches

8.70 inches

"breadbasket" of the nation to the west. The Dust

Average mean temperature

Autumn: Meteorological Season September 1
1.30 inches

WEATHERBY, DENNIS W.

degreeson January 18, 1977 (see Blizzards and Se
were Winter Weather).
Storm tracks are critical to how much snowfalls

during an event within this area. Clippers scream
ing out of southern Canada can provide brief but
intense snows ranging from 2 to 4 inches followed
by breezy, colderdays as winds rush in from a north
westerly direction. Bigger snows actually come from
the southwest, predominantly spawned in the state
of Texas. Deep low-pressure systems dig south out
of the Rocky Mountains, then eject northeasterly.
Gulf of Mexico moisture surging out ahead of the
approaching storms creates a great setup for larger
snowfall totals. Lake Michigan and Lake Erie pro
vide enhanced lake-effect snows in northern parts
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wind and heavy snows, the brutal cold air that fol
lowed and the large Snowdrifts caused several weeks
of delays for incoming store supplies and required
school closures. The Ohio River iced up in many
locations locally, thereby delaying shipments by

NASA. “NASA Explains 'Dust Bowl' Drought,"
NASA, March 18, 2004. www.nasa.gov (accessed

water until the cold air receded.

National Weather Service, www.nws.noaa.gov (ac

Kentucky Atlas and Gazetteer. www.uky.edu/
KentuckyAtlas (accessed August 16, 2006).

August 18, 2006).
cessed August 18, 2006).

Another memorable weather phenomenon oc
curred in the late winter months of 1937. It had little
to do with snow and much more to do with incred

ible rains in quick succession. The setup of a nearly
stationary front, several storm systems, and heavy
training (rain movement west to east) inundated
the Northern Kentucky region. Although flooding

National Weather Service Historical Records, 1971–

2000, National Weather Service, Wilmington,
Ohio.

Ritter, Michael E. The Physical Environment: An In

troduction to Physical Geography. 2006. http:
www.uwsp.edu/geo/faculty/ritter (accessed August
18, 2006).
The Weather Channel. “Normal Peak Times for Fall

is a common occurrence in and around river cities

Color." www.weather.com (accessed on August 16,

during the late winter season, to this day nothing

of Indiana and Ohio, but in most cases that mois

rivals the Ohio River flood of 1937. It remains the

ture is limited and those winds are not strong
enough to push heavy totals as far south as North
ern Kentucky.

largest mass of water to gather along the banks of

2006).

Jim O’Brien

Some of the most memorable severe-weather

events for an entire year have occurred during this
three-month cycle. Two that stand out the most are
the blizzard of 1978 and the flood of 1937. The

blizzard of 1978, which occurred during January,
is a memorable one for most people. Its impact was
felt not only locally but regionally, affecting several
states during a two-day span and beyond. An esti

the Ohio River; water levels crested from 20 to 28

feet above flood stage, beating the previous flood
record set in February 1884 by nearly nine feet.
From January 13through 25, 1937, rain poured
across the region, with some 6 to 12 inches re
corded. The semifinn to frozen wintertime ground
facilitated extensive fast-moving runoff, which in
evitably pushed down to the rivers. Excessive
rainfall totals were unheard of for this time of the

mated 7 inches of snow was recorded in Northern

year, and January 1937 remains as the wettest
month ever recorded for the Northern Kentucky

Kentucky within a 48-hour period, but this total

Cincinnati area, with 13.68 inches. The end result

did not come near to the heaviest snowfalls for the

was dramatic, as thousands were left homeless

area during a 24-hour period: 12.8 inches January
6–7, 1996; 12.6 inches February 4–5, 1998; 11.0

locally,

inches December 8, 1917;10.0 inches December 22,

Ahrens, C. Donald. Essentials of Meteorology: An In
vitation to the Atmosphere. St. Paul, Minn. West,

1883; and 9.8 inches March 22, 1968.
The difficulties that occurred with the monu

1993.

Bonnifield, Paul. The Dust Bowl: Men, Dirt, and

mental 1978 storm and the days that followed were
twofold. The early days of 1978 had already been a
very cold and snowy period. Snow depths were at
around 14 inches by January 21, just four days be
fore the official blizzard arrived. Area roads were

still recuperating from what had been a tough few
weeks. The blizzard brought the cities of the region
to a dangerous standstill. The two key elements that
combined to make this storm so historic were heavy
pockets of snow and incredible winds. Other names

used for this blizzard were “Storm of the Century."
“White Hurricane,” and the like. Although North
ern Kentucky did not experience the full wrath of

Depression. Albuquerque: Univ. of New Mexico
Press, 1979.

Clark's Kentucky Almanac and Book of Facts. Lex
ington, Ky: Clark Group, 2006.
D'Aleo, Joe. “25th Anniversary of the 1978 Blizzards,”
Intellicast, February 3, 2003. www.intellicast.com
(accessed August 18, 2006).

Dorman, Karla J. “No Ordinary Blizzard," Storm
Spinner, December 11, 2002. www.authorsden

.com (accessed August 18, 2006).
Gibian, Jay. "Blizzard of 78, What Happened in Ohio:
A Meteorologist Review,” UPI Broadcast Special,
February 17, 1978, www.bceo.org (accessed August
18, 2006).

WINTER METEOROLOGICAL SEASON

December

January

February

Average mean temperature

34.6 degrees

297 degrees

34.1 degrees

Warmest monthly temperature

75.0 degrees

77.0 degrees

75.0 degrees

Coldest monthly temperature
Average rainfall

–200 degrees

–25.0 degrees

–170 degrees

3.28 inches

2.92 inches

2.75 inches

Heaviest monthly rainfall

7.90 inches

9.43 inches

6.72 inches

Heaviest one-day rainfall

2.47 inches

3.97 inches

3.97 inches

Average snowfall
Heaviest monthly snowfall
Heaviest one-day snow total

3.70 inches

7.90 inches

6.00 inches

15.00 inches

31.50 inches

1990 inches

750 inches

11.60 inches

11.80, inches

WEATHERBY, DENNIS W. (b. December 4,

1959, Brighton, Ala; d. September 15, 2007, Fort
Thomas, Ky). Dennis Weatherby, an inventor, sci
entist, and educator, developed a stain-resistant
lemon-scented composition used in Cascade liq
uid detergent while employed as an engineer at
Procter and Gamble (P&G) in Cincinnati. His in.

vention was granted a patent in 1987 and is used in
most commercial lemon-scented cleaning prod
ucts that contain bleach.

Weatherby is the son of Willie James Weatherby
Sr. and Flossie Mary Dickinson Weatherby. His in
terest in consumer products goes back to his child
hood curiosity over the identically shaped Pringles
potato crisps stacked in canister packages. Part of a
household of nine older siblings, he was encouraged
to pursue his dreams, one of which was to become a
professional football player. He was awarded a foot
ball scholarship to Central State University, a his
torically black institution, in Wilberforce, Ohio.
Three chemistry department faculty members men
tored and inspired him, and he graduated from
Central State University with a BS in chemistry in
1982. He completed an MS in chemical engineering
from the University of Dayton in 1984 and then
joined the P&G engineering team.
In 1989 Weatherby returned to Central State
University to teach, advise, and recruit students in
its new International Center for Water Resources

Management. His efforts contributed to the water
program's 400 percent increase in student enroll
ment and its more than 80 percent rate of reten
tion. He became an assistant professor of water
quality at Central State University in 1994.
Weatherby completed his PhD in educational
psychology at Auburn University in Alabama, fo
cusing on student retention. He continued his suc
cess with retention and recruitment for minority
engineering students as the school's first director of
the minority engineering program, where he was
appointed assistant dean for minority affairs at Au
burn University in 1996. Subsequently, he headed
retention and recruitment initiatives for PhD stu

dents as associate dean of the graduate school at the
University of Notre Dame, South Bend, Ind., dur
ing 2004 and 2005. In autumn 2005, Dennis
Weatherby and his family moved to Northern Ken
tucky, where he became the associate provost for
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WEBB, GARY S.

student success at Northern Kentucky Univer

sity in Highland Heights. He died on September
15, 2007, and was buried in Alexandria Cemetery.

beth Meyers Weber. In the 1870s the family moved
to Newport, where they operated a family grocery

"C. C. Weber, Architect Dies at Age 75," KP, February

store at Fifth and Isabella Sts. Edward, Christian,

“E. A. Weber, Architect, Dies," KP, November 16,

and their younger brother, Morrison, attended
public schools, graduating from Newport High

“E. A. Weber, Architect and GOP Leader Dies at Ft.
Thomas,” KTS, November 16, 1929, 1.

2, 1954, 1K.

1929, 1K.

“Dennis Weatherby, Associate Provost at NKU," KP
September 19, 2007,6A.
Institute of Black Invention and Technology. “Dennis
Weatherby. Cascade Lemon Formula Liquid Dish
washing Detergent." www.tibit.bizjinventor-2006
-2.htm (accessed December 25, 2006).

Lemelson-MIT Program."Inventorofthe Week."http://
mit.edu/invent/iow/weatherby.html (accessed De
cember 22, 2006).

Nesbitt, Karen. “AU Engineering Minority Pro
gram Focuses on Communications Skills." Auburn
Univ. News. www.ocm.auburn.edu/news_releases/
communications.html (accessed December 25,
2006).

“Northern Kentucky University. Dr. Dennis Weath
erby Is Appointed,” Diverse Issues in Higher Edu
cation, June 1, 2006,90.

Univ. of Notre Dame. “Corporate Win Opens Door to

Life in Higher Education," ND Works, October 11,

School. It is believed that none of the three at

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 3147, for the year 1954.

tended college. Though Edward and Christian

“Prominent Architect's Rites Set for Thursday," KTS,

Weber had no formal architectural training, they
started a company called E.A. & C.C. Weber, Ar
chitects. Their brother, Morrison, was not a part
ner but worked for the company in some capacity.

February 3, 1954, 2.
Seale, William. The Kentucky Governor's Mansion:
A Restoration. Louisville, Ky. Harmony House,

Edward and Christian served more as administra

The Spirit of a Greater Maysville and Mason

tors than designers in their firm. They offered a
wide range of services, including real estate acqui
sition, site development, architectural design, and
construction. At the height of its success, the We
ber brothers' company employed a large staff of
architects, designers, draftsmen, and builders and

County Maysville, Ky: Daily Independent, 1930.

WEBB, GARY S. (b. August 31, 1955, Corona,
Calif.; d. December 10, 2004, Sacramento, Calif.).

Gary Webb, the son of a military family, dropped
out of journalism school in order to become an in

vestigative reporter with the Kentucky Post during
the late 1970s and early 1980s. Among his top sto
ries was a series he did on crime in the coal industry
in Kentucky, which involved a murder along Mon
mouth St. in Newport.
Webb always sought out the roots of corruption
and was known in the trade as a street reporter. He
lived along W. 11th St. in Covington, where in 1983
he shot a person in the leg who was breaking into his
car to steal a tape player. He later worked for the
Cleveland Plain Dealer, before moving west to the
San Jose Mercury News. In 1990 Webb was part of a
reporting team that shareda Pulitzer Prize for cover
age of the Loma Prieta earthquake in California. In
1996 in the Mercury News, he alleged that drug traf.
fickers in the 1980s had sold tons of crack cocaine in

Los Angeles while funneling millions of dollars in
profit to the CIA-supported Nicaraguan Contras.
Later, much of what he reported was discredited.
In December 1997 he quit his job as a reporter
and began to write the book Dark Alliance: The
CIA, the Contras, and the Crack Cocaine Ex

plosion (1999). He also went to work in California
in state government in the late 1990s and was a
member of an audit committee investigating for
mer California governor Gray Davis's award of a
$95 million no-bid contract to the Oracle Corpo

riculum includes nondenominational moral in

specialists. Their company drew the plans for nu
merous buildings in Kentucky, including the Gov
ernor's Mansion in Frankfort, the State National

started the movement in 1914. He believed in educat

Bank in Frankfort, the Lafayette Hotel in Lexing
ton, Eastern State College in Richmond, the Cov
ington Trust Bank at Sixth St. and Madison Ave.
in Covington (see Huntington Bank), the resi
dence of Kentucky governor Ruby Laffoon (1931–

ing the whole child and was convinced that the pub
lic schools were not giving enough moral and reli
gious training, so he invited local ministers to teach

1935), the Briarcliff Subdivision in Fort Thomas,

the Fourth District School in Newport, and three
local high schools: Highlands High School,
Holmes High School, and Newport High
School. The firm also designed several churches
in Kentucky, including the First Baptist Church,
Fort Thomas. In Maysville, they were the archi
tects of many of the city's school buildings, as well
as the Montgomery Ward store (see Department
Stores), the Bank of Maysville, the Security
Bank, the Kirk Apartment Building, the O'Keefe
Building, and the Odd Fellows Temple Building.
The firm's most notable project was the Gover
nor's Mansion in Frankfort, which was actually

designed by one of the Webers associates, John
Scudder Adkins. Edward Weber had a long and
successful career as a politician. He served as
chairman of the Campbell Co. Republican
Party, successfully directing the Northern Ken
tucky campaigns of Senator Frederick A. Sackett
and Kentucky governor Flem D. Sampson (1927–
1931). Edward Weber also served in the Kentucky
legislature, from 1908 to 1910. Some believe that
his political connections may have played a part in
his firm's being chosen to design the Governor's
Mansion. Edward Weber was a longtime member
of the Newport Elks Club and was a Past Master of
the Masonic Order. He died on November 16,

1929, at age 54, in his home at 21 Carolina Ave. in

wound to the head in his Sacramento home. His

Fort Thomas. After Edward's death, Christian's

death was ruled an apparent suicide.

son Stuart K. Weber was brought into the firm,
and the company name was changed to C.C. and

cember 13, 2004, A10.

Straub, Bill. “Wounded Suspect Convicted of Theft,"
KP July 21, 1983,9K.

S.K. Weber, Architects. Christian Weber retired

from the firm in 1950, ownership of it then passed
from the Weber family. Christian died on Febru
ary 2, 1954, at age 75, in his home at 40 Chalfonte

WEBER BROTHERS ARCHITECTS. Ed

Pl, in Fort Thomas. Both Edward and Christian

ward Addison (1876–1929) and Christian Clay

Weber were interred in Evergreen Cemetery in
Southgate.

(1879–1954) were the sons of Christian and Eliza

Week Day School of Religion is a released-time reli
gious education program offered to elementary
school children in Covington and Ludlow. The cur
struction based on Judeo-Christian principles. Wil
liam Wert, a Gary, Ind., school superintendent,

ration. In 2004 he was found dead of a gunshot

“Gary Webb, 49, Former Reporter for Post," KP De

WEEK DAY SCHOOL OF RELIGION. The

also subcontracted some of their work to outside

2004, 4.

John Schlipp

1984.

courses for those students who desired to be "re

leased,” for onehoureach week. Today, about 250,000
students across the United States are leaving their
school buildings each week to attend released-time
Bible courses. More than 1,000 of these courses are

in operation in 32 states. It is believed that the school
in Northern Kentucky is one of the oldest.
In March 1922, with the support of H. S. Cox,
superintendent of Covington Public Schools (see
Covington Independent Schools), ministers
and laymen from 20 churches met to discuss the
formation of the Community Council of Religious
Education. During a meeting at the Madison Ave.
Presbyterian Church on June 6, 1922, the council
was organized; the articles of incorporation were
signed on June 19. On June 29 the council met and
appointed a committee to work with the Coving
ton Board of Education to formulate plans to re
lease children for attendance at the Week Day
School of Religion. The first classes met on Febru
ary 23, 1923, with 250 students enrolled. Through
the years, students in the Kentucky cities of Brom
ley, Covington, Crescent Springs, Erlanger, Fort
Mitchell, and Ludlow have attended the school.

During the 2005–2006 school year, courses were
held only in Covington and Ludlow. Willard L.
Wade, who was an executive of the Covington
YMCA and active in that organization for more
than 40 years, was also involved with the Week Day
School for a long time. Principals have included
Lila Pearl Attig, Debby Audry, Bernice Bowen,
Helen Budd, Violet Detwiler, Catherine Lantz, Lula
Jane Lee, Esther Lomb, Genevieve Morgan, Rita

New, Martha Reed, Wrenda Taylor, and Gloria
Wedding. The school is supported entirely by dona
tions from local churches and individuals.

New, Rita. Interview by Sandy Banta, July 6, 2005,
Covington, Ky.
“Willard Wade, Kentucky Y Leader for over 40 Years."
KE, October 18, 1883, C2.

Sandy Banta
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After his wife died in 1994, Weintraub lived
in Florida for a while but later returned to Cin

with that group. In 1988 an additional building at
205 Pike St. was renovated to provide more space

cinnati, where he died at age 86 in 1996. He was
buried in the Menorah Cemetery, Fort Lauder

for the shelter at Welcome House.

mitted to the Kentucky bar in 1931. He married
Genevieve Reynolds in October 1932, and they
had six children, Barry, Gregory, Mark, Mary Ag

dale, Fla.

nes, Paul, and William E. Jr. William Wehrman Sr.

Legislative Research Commission. Kentucky Gen

served as Kenton Co. attorney from 1938 to 1945

eral Assembly Membership, 1900–2005. Vol. 2.
Frankfort, Ky: Legislative Research Commission,

evolving to meet its goal of eradicating homeless
ness and breaking the cycle of poverty. In 1986 the
Protective Payee Program, led by SisterCathy Bauer,
was implemented to address the problems of per
sons with chronic mental illness or physical disabil
ity. This program is a comprehensive system of fi
nancial and budgetary case management services
for these individuals. The service helps individuals
to manage their own resources better and to live in
dependently, thus eliminating the need for emer
gency assistance and emergency shelter. In 1991 the
Stabilization Program began, and its name was
changed to Family Case Management in 1995. Wel
come House recognized that providing clients with
economic support was not always adequate. With
out emotional support, many individuals would be
unable to become self-sufficient. Family Case Man
agement provides individual counseling, mentor
ing, and support, with a goal of leading families to
ward independence. Often, the casemanageradvises
about housing options and assists in the application
process or may suggest alternative housing or refer
ral to other agencies.
Welcome House began employment services in
1997 with a pilot employment program for Social
Security recipients. In 1998 the program expanded

WEHRMAN, WILLIAM E., SR. (b. July 12,
1904, Ludlow, Ky; d. February 5, 1997. Fort Mitch
ell, Ky.) Judge William E. Wehrman Sr. was born
and raised in Ludlow. He studied law and was ad

and as Kenton Co. judge (now judge-executive)
from 1946 to 1962. Along with his sons Barry,

Hicks, Jack. "Secrets Died along with Colorful Law
yer," KPJanuary 24, 1996, 1–2K.

2005.

Gregory, and William Jr., he operated a law firm
called Wehrman and Wehrman. Judge Wehrman
was a practicing lawyer in Northern Kentucky for
more than 66 years. He also served on the board

“Morris Weintraub," KP, January 23, 1996,8A.
Reis, Jim. “Synagogue Once Stood on 5th Street in
Newport," KP December 10, 2001,4K.

of directors of the Kentucky Federal Savings and

WELCOME

Loan Company. Judge Wehrman became a close

KENTUCKY. Founded in 1982 by a coalition of

friend of U.S. Senator Alben W. Barkley, a Ken

churches and Rev. William Mertes, Welcome

tuckian, and that friendship led to the acquisition
of federal funding for construction of the Cincin
nati/Northern Kentucky International Air
port. After a long illness, William Wehrman Sr.
died in his Fort Mitchell home at age 92. Funeral
services were held at the Blessed Sacrament

Church, and burial was in St. Mary Cemetery in
Fort Mitchell.

HOUSE

OF

NORTHERN

House Inc. of Northern Kentucky is a Covington

based service organization that works together
with the community to provide services to indi
viduals and families who are either homeless or at

risk of becoming homeless (see Homelessness
and Homeless Shelters). In the early 1980s, there
was a growing need in Northern Kentucky to pro
vide assistance to the economically disadvantaged.
In 1980 Mertes, then director of Catholic Social

"Editor's Corner," Ludlow News Enterprise, Novem
ber 6, 1958, 2.

"Former Judge Helped Land Airport for N. Kentucky,”
KE, February 8, 1997, 1C.

“Judge William Wehrman, Helped Create Airport,”
KP February 6, 1997, 14A.
“Silver Anniversary." KTS, October 21, 1957, 3A.

WEINTRAUB, MORRIS (b. May 14, 1909,
Newport, Ky.; d. January 19, 1996, Cincinnati,
Ohio). Morris Weintraub, a prominent lawyer and
a Speaker of the Kentucky House of Representa
tives, was one of the six children born to Hyman
and Mollie Dolnickoff Weintraub. The Weintraubs

were part of a massive migration of eastern Euro
pean Jews to the United States around 1900, Hy
man Weintraub lived for several years in New York
City and then moved to Newport in 1906. He en
tered Campbell Co. politics and served both as a
constable and as a jury commissioner.
Morris Weintraub was educated in local

schools and then became an attorney in Newport.
He represented a wide variety of clients, including
community leaders and gambling figures. Like his
father before him, Morris Weintraub was involved

in Democratic politics; he served in the Kentucky
Senate from 1940 to 1942 and in the Kentucky
House of Representatives from 1946 to 1960, lead

ing that body as Speaker of the House from 1958

Services (see Catholic Charities), and others be

gan to develop a comprehensive plan for churches
in the area to manage the constantly increasing
needs for food, clothing, and shelter. Welcome
House was the result.

The first two programs developed by Welcome
House were Emergency Assistance, designed to
take care of food, rent, utilities, medical needs,

clothing, and personal hygiene, and the Emergency
Shelter. Michelle Budzek and Sister Mary Beth
Schwing (now Mary Beth Gregg) were codirectors
overseeing the operations of the organization. Wel
come House hopes to eradicate homelessness by
serving both those without homes and those who
lack the means to obtain food and basic necessities.

In 1982 the Emergency Assistance Center
opened. It provides meals, cleaning and household
supplies, and personal care items to individuals and
families with low, limited, or fixed incomes who of

ten do not have the funds to pay rent each month.
These clients could be referred to as the "working
poor." If potential clients appear to need further as
sessment, they are interviewed by an intake coun
selor to determine the need for assistance and plan
for a solution. The intake counselors receive an av

erage of 15 calls and 2 or 3 walk-insper day.
The Welcome House [Emergency. Shelter
opened in 1983 at 141 Pike St. in Covington in re

until 1960. He married Justine Anness in 1945,

sponse to the increasing numbers of homeless

and they had two children. Weintraub and his wife
owned property in Newport and his law office was

women and children. The clients average stay at the

there, but some of his critics claimed that he actu

are provided with other services to help foster their
independence, such as transportation, necessary

shelter is four weeks. While at the shelter, families

ally lived in Cincinnati, making him ineligible to
hold political office in Kentucky. However, his resi
dency was never challenged in court and he con
tinued to serve. Weintraub was the last president
of the United Hebrew Congregation of Newport
and also the founder of the Yavneh Day School in

the only shelter exclusively for women and children
in the region. Previously, the Benedictine Sisters
housed homeless women at 519 Russell St., Coving

Cincinnati.

ton, and Welcome House worked in cooperation

medications, mental health assistance, and refer
rals to other resources. Welcome House remains

Since 1983 Welcome House has continued

to include former welfare recipients. Today it serves
300 people each year. Clients often have minimal or
inconsistent work histories due to physical and
mental disabilities, inexperience, or lack of trans
portation. This program seeks to break down barri
ers to employment by providing individualized
assessment and coaching, as well as outreach to em
ployers for placement and retention.
Linda Young came to Welcome House as a pro
gram coordinator in 1988 and became executive
director in 1995. In 1996, in partnership with
HUD and the Kentucky Housing Corporation,
Welcome House renovated two abandoned apart
ment buildings at 1116 Greenup St. in Covington;
the Gardens at Greenup provides affordable hous
ing and on-site support services for families to as
sist them with their goal of self-sufficiency. It in
cludes a 20-unit apartment complex in which
families may stay for up to six years while progress
ing toward the goal of financial independence. Eli
gible clients are families who commit to regular
meetings with their case manager, career planning,
and a specific plan for self-sufficiency. In 2000
Gardens Center was opened. Located directly
across the street from the apartments, it features
a licensed day care center, a community meeting
room, and a computer lab.
The Homeless Services Project, begun in 2000,
serves the needs of homeless men in the Northern

Kentucky community by helping clients secure
mental health treatment, substance abuse recov

ery, other benefits such as Social Security, and em
ployment assistance.
Welcome House has grown enormously in the
number and quality of services it offers. It now re
ceives United Way funding and government grants,
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WELDON, NETTIE

and it stages many fundraising events sponsored
by Welcome House volunteers and community
friends. Its goal continues to be moving those at
risk from a "crisis" lifestyle to stability and, ulti
mately, economic empowerment. Welcome House
retains its connections to its founding churches.
Welcome House of Northern Kentucky. www
welcomehouseky.org (accessed June 1, 2005).

Laughlin, Walter. "Northern Kentucky Had Covered
Bridges, Too!" NKH 2, no. 1 (Fall–Winter 1994).
1–18,

Wilson, James Grant, and John Fiske. Appleton's Cy
clopedia of American Biography. Vol. 6. New
York: D. Appleton, 1889.
Who Was Who in America Historical Volume,

1607–1896. Chicago. Marquis, 1963.
Thomas S. Ward

Sarah A. Barlage
WELDON, NETTIE (b. March 3, 1881, Warsaw,

Ky; d. January 18, 1958, Warsaw, Ky.) Nettie Wel
don was a practicing registered pharmacist in
Warsaw for 26 years during the time when phar
macy was a profession dominated by men. She was
the daughter of Richard and Margaret Turpin Wel
don and a lifelong resident of Warsaw. In 1928
Benjamin Kirby Bailey employed her in his busi
ness, the B. K. Bailey Drug Store. She obtained her
pharmaceutical education from Bailey under the
“apprentice system" then in place in rural Ken
tucky. In the minutes of the January 21, 1932,
meeting of the Kentucky Board of Pharmacy, it
was reported that there were 11 applicants for the
licensure exam. Nine of them passed, including
Nettie Weldon. At that time Nettie was age 26.
Never married, she worked for Bailey as his relief
pharmacist until her death in 1958.
Warsaw Independent Newspaper, January 23,
1958, 1.

Judith Butler Jones
WERNWAG, LEWIS (b. December 4, 1769, Alte

burg, Württemberg, Germany; d. August 12, 1843,
Harper's Ferry, Va. [now WVa.). Lewis Wernwag
arrived in Philadelphia from his native Germany in
1786. Once in the United States, he turned his tal

that time, the United Methodist Church headquar
ters had already closed the building and wanted it
demolished. A group of former church members
and the historical society launched a campaign to
save it and initiated discussions with leaders of the

Methodist Church, who eventually agreed to sell
the damaged building for one dollar to the inde
pendent board that oversaw the cemetery. Through
newspaper appeals, money was raised, and a local
brick mason, Ray Seiter, agreed to fix the damaged

WESLEY CHAPELMETHODIST CHURCH.

church wall.

Wesley Chapel Methodist Episcopal Church is lo
cated in southern Campbell Co. along Ky. Rt. 10, a

In spring 1994, the repair work on the building
was begun. Volunteers did much of the work. A

few feet from the Pendleton Co. border. Three roads

roofer was hired to fix the roof and to build weath

intersect here, Shaw-Goetz Rd., Wesley Chapel Rd.,
and the Flagg Springs Turnpike (Ky. Rt. 10). The
first church building was a log cabin, built in about
1830, when the congregation was first organized.
This log building was covered with clapboards and
sat near today's brick church building. The brick
church standing today was built in 1856. Its dimen
sions are 30 by 40 feet, and there are four approxi
mately nine-foot-high windows on each of the long
walls, allowing for maximum sunlight inside. The

erproofing louvers for the bell tower. Donated
paint was used to finish the paint job on the out
side of the building. The inside was still in disre
pair, but the building had been saved. From 1994
until 2003, the building remained in this condi
tion. In 2004 a local couple planned to marry. The
bride had attended Wesley Chapel Methodist

two doors at the front of the church were used, one

by men and one by women, according to the cus
tom when the church was new. The inside ceiling is
14 feet high and is covered with pressed tin. The
"theater type" wooden seats probably were added
after 1900. The exterior walls, 18 inches thick, were
built of bricks handmade and fired on-site. Rev.

James M. Jolly, a Baptist minister and a brick ma
son, oversaw the construction of the building. The
bricks were not fired as hard as today's bricks, a fact
that led to a major structural failure many years
later. The outside roof is steeply pitched and covered
with tin. At the front is a small belltower, which was

Church and wanted to be married in the church

building. Permission was granted for the couple to
use the church for their wedding ceremony, if
money could be raised and the inside of the build
ing restored. Another appeal to the public for mon
etary donations went out, this time to finish the
work left undone in 1994.

Money did come in, and work to refurbish the
interior of the church was begun. Then it was
learned that the bell tower was in such bad shape
that the bell had collapsed onto the ceiling beneath
the tower. A roofer again was hired to rebuild the
bell tower, through the efforts of Marvin Record
and Ken Barbian. Two months of volunteer work

followed that brought the old church into a new
chapter of its existence. Cleaning, painting, and
repairs renovated the interior. The couple was mar
ried in the newly remodeled church on July 31,
2004, before a capacity crowd. Wesley Chapel now

frigate constructed at the Philadelphia Navy yard.
After building two lesser bridges, Wernwag created
his masterpiece across the Schuylkill River near
Philadelphia in 1812. This wooden structure was a
single arch with a span of 340 feet, thought to be at
the time the longest in the world. The behemoth be

originally open to the weather except for its small
roof. The bell was installed around 1892. By 1880,
there were 198church members, and Sunday school
was conducted regularly. There is a cemetery on
three sides of the church that appears to be as old as
the building
Electricity was added sometime in the 1920s
or 1930s. During a funeral in the 1950s, the wood
floor collapsed under the weight of the casket,
and the floor was then replaced with concrete. At

came known as the Colossus of Fairmount and

the same time, a metal fence and a metal arch in

WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH.

made Wernwag famous. He went on to build 29
other bridges; two attributed to him were built in
Mason Co., Ky., while he resided briefly in Mayslick.
Both of these bridges—one over Lee's Creek and one
over the Licking River—were destroyed during the
Civil War. In about 1826 Wernwag moved to
Harper's Ferry, Va., where in 1833 he built his last
bridge, a span over the Potomac River for the Balti
more and Ohio Railroad. In 1835, while living in
Maysville in a home that he had built, he began con
struction on the Mayslick Christian Church.
During that project, he moved to Mayslick again,
next door to the church, and today that home is
known as the Wernwag House. Wernwag died in
1843 in Harper's Ferry, Va.

front of the building were added. In this period,
there were also many large locust trees growing in
front of the building, where picnics were occa
sionally held.
The congregation declined in number, but the
building continued in service until November
1993, when it was damaged by a heavy rain. The

In preparation for starting a Methodist church in
Ludlow, a group of 7 concerned citizens began
holding weekly prayer meetings in private homes
in September 1853. One month later, Sunday night
services were added, and the number of worship
pers increased to 12. In his will, Israel Ludlow, the
city's founder and namesake, bequeathed lots on

ents to building machines and designing bridges.
Early in his career, he invented a machine to make
whetstones, and in 1809 he laid the keel for the first

Benson, John Lossing. Harper's Encyclopedia of
United States History from 458 A.D. to 1912. Vol.
10. New York: Harper, 1912.

quietly awaits its next service.
Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,

Ky: The Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
Kenneth A. Reis

rain soaked the soft bricks at the rear of the church

which to build both a Methodist and a Christian

(a place where the stucco had broken and partially

Church. In 1857 the small Methodist group began

fallen off) and caused two-thirds of the structure's

construction of a church on their lot, which was on
the north side of Oak St. However, work was soon

wall to collapse. This event occurred shortly after
church services had ended one day. Because the
wall was not a load-bearing wall, the building did
not totally collapse. Cora Sabie, a member of the
church, asked the Campbell Co. Historical Society
for help. A subsequent examination of the damage
revealed that the wall could be repaired but that the
repairs would be costly and time-consuming. By

halted owing to lack of funds and fear of the loom
ing Civil War. Several years later, the Ludlow Odd
Fellows Club completed the building. Exactly how
they acquired the title is unclear. However, the club
permitted both the Methodist and the First Pres
byterian churches to hold services there. The City
of Ludlow also used the building as a city hall.

WEST END (NEWPORT)

In 1889, after worshipping for 36 years without
a church building, the congregation purchased a

“Carl West's FHA Expose: Nominated for Pulitzer

lot at 319 Oak St., across from the Odd Fellows

"Honor Reporter and School Man," KP. March 4,

Hall. There they built the present-day Gothic Re
vival church. By the mid-1920s, church and Sun
day school attendance had increased enough that
additional space was needed. In 1927 a two-story

1970, 1K.
“journalism Honor," KP, March 5, 2003, A8.

Prize," KPJanuary 30, 1969, 1K.
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City of Covington since 1916. Before that time,
West Covington was an independent city. The
neighborhood lies along the Ohio River and is
bordered by Ludlow to the west, Ridge St. to the
east, and Devou Park to the south.

Roger Auge II

In the 1840s the land that is now West Coving
ton was owned by Israel Ludlow, who decided to

addition was constructed to the rear of the church,
where two classrooms, a kitchen, an office, and a

WEST, JUDY M. (b. June 9, 1941, Madison Co.,

commission a plat for a small village on the prop

pastor's study were located. A street-level addition

Ky; d. February 19, 1991, Chicago, Ill.) The distin
guished Kenton Co.judge Judith Moberly West was
one of four children born to Harold and Joyce

erty in 1846. The little community soon came to be
known as Economy because of the frugality and

several Sunday school classrooms, a nursery, and a

Clouse Moberly. She was educated in local schools

fellowship hall. Wesley United Methodist Church's

and graduated from Madison Co. High School in
Richmond. She then attended the University of
Kentucky at Lexington, where she earned her BA in
1962. Later that year, she married attorney Larry C.
West, who became a partner in the Kenton Co. law
firm of Ware, Bryson, West, and Kummer. The
couple had three children. In 1977 Judy received
her JD from the Chase College of Law, at North
ern Kentucky University, Highland Heights,
graduating in the top 10 percent of her class. In
1980 Kentucky governor John Y. Brown Jr. (1979–
1983) appointed Judy West a Kenton Co. district
court judge; she was the first woman in Kentucky to
hold a district court post, and she was reelected to
that position three times. In February 1987, Ken
tucky governor Martha Layne Collins (1983–1987)
appointed West to the Kentucky Court of Appeals,
where she became the highest-ranking woman
judge in Kentucky history at the time. During her
tenure as a judge, she was also a very caring mother
and became a child advocate. She helped organize
the Hope Cottage Guild and served as its first presi
dent. That group was responsible for the establish
ment of a permanent shelter for abused, neglected,
and dependent children.
During Judge West's many years of public ser

monwealth of Kentucky incorporated the little
town under the name West Covington. That same
year, the first public school in the area was estab
lished (after West Covington was annexed to Cov
ington, this school became known as Eleventh
District School). By 1875 the population of West
Covington had surpassed 1,000. The community
was diverse, having among its residents immi

was made to the church in 1952, which contained

centennial celebration was held in the new addi

tion the following year. Members refurbished the
sanctuary in early 1979, in preparation for a home
coming celebration held on August 12 of that year.

Since the founding of the Ludlow Wesley United
Methodist Church, more than 50 pastors have
served the congregation. Several of the recent ones
have been women.

"Wesley Church Celebrates since 1853, News Enter
prise, May 31, 1989, 3.

"Wesley United Methodist Church." www.wesleyumc
.info (accessed December 14, 2006).

Wesley United Methodist Church Celebrating 150
Years, 1853–2003. Ludlow, Ky: Wesley United
Methodist Church, 2003.

WEST, CARL (b. January 14, 1942, Cincinnati,
Ohio). Carleton Lewis West, an accomplished jour
nalist, is the son of John Albert and Dorothy Lewis
West. While a student at Campbell Co. High
School, Carl West was the school's outstanding
football player in 1960. As a college student, he had
varied short-term work experiences. One of them
was working on his family's 300-acre farm in rural
Campbell Co., near Grants Lick along the Licking
River; he also participated in management of the
farm. He earned a BA in journalism from the Uni
versity of Kentucky in Lexington in 1966.
West became an award-winning journalist in
Covington with the Kentucky Post under demand
ing editor Vance Trimble, but he is probably best
known as the founder of the popular Kentucky
Book Fair. Held in Frankfort each fall, the fair
draws writers and book enthusiasts from far and

wide and raises money for libraries in Kentucky.
Football and farm work cemented the trait of

industriousness of its residents. In 1858 the com

grants from England, Scotland, Ireland, Germany,
France, and Italy. This growth of the town resulted
in an attempt by Covington to annex it, but the
residents of West Covington resisted the efforts of
their larger urban neighbor.
Churches played an important role in the lives

of the West Covington people. The first congrega
tion organized in the community was St. Ann Cath
olic Church, which completed a church building on
Main St. (now Parkway Ave.) in 1864 and later re
placed it by a Gothic Revival structure, dedicated in
1932. For many years the parish sponsored a paro
chial school, where initially students were taught by
the Sisters of St. Francis; the Sisters of Divine

Providence replaced them in 1891. The St. Ann
School closed in 1981. Protestant residents of the

community established two congregations. Ep
worth Methodist, organized in 1877, has a church
building on Highway Ave. that was completed in

vice, she was an active member of the Prichard

1953. In 1892 the German Protestants of the town

Committee for Academic Excellence in Kentucky
and the Kentucky Tomorrow Commission. In 1987
West was named one of Northern Kentucky's Most
Outstanding Women. She also won the Prichard

established St. John German Evangelical Protestant
Church (later St. John Congregational Church) and
in the same year built a frame church in the Gothic
style on Highway Ave.
The issue of annexation to Covington became

Committee award for Academic Excellence and in

1989 was named the Outstanding Alumnus of
Northern Kentucky University. In 2002 the Ken
tucky Women Remembered organization honored
West with a watercolor exhibit, which was placed
on permanent display in the state capital building

tenacity in West. He was a persistent reporter, un

at Frankfort.

earthing information on pollution in the Licking
River and corruption in a federal housing agency
and extracting truth from elected officials. During
summer 1966 West became a general-assignment
reporter for the Kentucky Post. He covered Boone
Co. politics in 1967 and Newport's changing era in
1968 and became the paper's Frankfort bureau
chief in 1969. Moving up again, West became an
investigative reporter for the Scripps-Howard News
Service, the owner of his newspaper, and was nomi

West died of breast cancer at age 49, in the Ber
nard Mitchell Hospital at the University of Chicago.
A memorial Service was held at the Fort Mitchell

Baptist Church, Fort Mitchell, and burial was in
Forest Lawn Memorial Park in Erlanger.
"Judge Named NKU Outstanding Alumnus," KP.
January 27, 1989,3K.

"Judge West Loses Cancer Fight," KP February 20,

serious in 1916. Many prominent West Covington

residents supported the measure, seeing that there
were many advantages of annexation: professional
fire protection, access to the excellent Covington
Public Schools (see Covington Independent
Schools), lower taxes, and increased property val
ues. In November 1916, West Covington residents
voted in favor of annexation, and West Covington
ceased to exist as an independent city.
Kenton Co. Public Library. “West Covington." www
kenton.lib.ky.us/genealogy.html.
West Covington Local History File, Kenton Co. Public
Library, Covington, Ky.
David E. Schroeder

1991, 1 K.

"Mourners Laud Warmth, Courage of Judge West,"

nated for a Pulitzer Prize for stories on Medicaid

WEST END (NEWPORT). The West End of
KP February 23, 1991, 13K.

Medicare Fraud; he was nominated a second time

for a series on congressional travel abuses. In 1979

David Sorrell

he became editor of the State Journal in Frankfort.

His news-writing peers elected him to the Kentucky
Journalism Hall of Fame in April 2003.

WEST COVINGTON (Economy, Ky.) This West
Covington neighborhood has been a part of the

Newport, a collection of urban neighborhoods, is
bounded by Monmouth St. on the east, the Licking
River on the west, the Ohio River on the north, and
the CSX railroad trackson the south. Located there

were the two major institutions that first defined
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Newport: at the confluence of the Licking and
Ohio rivers, the Newport Barracks, and farther
south along the eastern bank of the Licking, the
rolling mill owned by several steel companies in
succession.

Beginning in the early 19th century, the pres
ence of the military post made Newport's image,
like it or not, that of an army town. The U.S. Army's
early expansion into the American West of that
day (lowa, Minnesota, and Missouri) was provi
sioned out of the stores of the barracks. The army
relied on river transportation to move troops,
equipment, and supplies.
Later, with the arrival of the steel industry to
the West End during the mid-19th century, streets
lined with the small homes of steelworkers ap
peared. The steel industry depended upon the rail
road as well as the rivers to move raw materials and

coal to the mill and to deliver its finished product.
The West Side Hotel (the modern-day West Side
Café) at 11th and Brighton Sts. was built to accom
modate the transient housing needs of those asso
ciated with the steel business. The 1930s-era song
writer and bandleader Tommy Ryan once labored
beside the mill'shot furnaces, as did his father, who

put in a 50-year stint at the plant.
The West End was the home of Andrews Field

(Wiedemann Park), where the Wiedemann Brew

ing Company baseball team played, where the
first night high school football games in Northern
Kentucky were staged, and where circus trains un

Central Catholic High School opened at Fifth
and Columbia Sts. and later moved to Ninth and

Isabella Sts., operating there until the mid-1950s.
All these streets lay within Newport's West End.
The Corpus Christi Catholic Church served
the area until roughly 2000, and the Immaculate
Conception Catholic Church had closed earlier
(1969). Several Protestant churches existed in the

West End: the Ninth St. Methodist Episcopal
Church, the Ninth St. United Methodist
Church, the Salem United Methodist Church,
the St. Paul United Church of Christ, and the

York St. Congregational Church; and some are
there today: the Church of the Nazarene, the First
Baptist Church, and the St. Paul's Episcopal
Church. The Campbell Co. Courthouse has been
at Fourth and York Sts. in Newport's West End since
the 1880s. The Wiedemann Brewery, Newport's
largest employer for a long time, was at Sixth and

on the south, and Ninth St. on the north. This as

hood groups in Newport today, is slowly trying to
restore its part of town to its former glory.

had been built in the middle of Lowell St. to serve

Neff, Judy L, and Peggy Wiedemann Harris. New

eventually occurred. The floodwalls along the Lick
ing and Ohio rivers are products of the early 1950s,
too late to prevent the flight of residents. Simultane
ously, Appalachians settling in Northern Ken
tucky foundjobs at the mills and inexpensive hous
ing in the West End, adding anotherbrushstroke to
the image of its landscape. Some rowdy bars and
saloons developed: the Bridge Café, Corky's, Mabel
and Q's, and the TC Café. Where the barracks once

port. Charleston, S.C.: Arcadia, 2004.

“Newport West End May See Growth," KE, February
15, 2000, B1.

Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen

tennial History. Newport, Ky. Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

WESTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL IN

STITUTE AND SEMINARY SQUARE NA
TIONAL HISTORIC DISTRICT. The officials

and others associated with the Western Baptist
Theological Institute played a major role in the early
history of Kenton Co. and in the development of the
city of Covington. Organizers of this, the “first Bap
tist seminary west of the Alleghenies,” purchased
around 350 acres south of the original town of Cov
ington. Afterward, they subdivided and sold lots.
Sales of most of the acreage funded development
and construction of aspecial 12-acreseminary cam
pus in Covington, at the highest elevation between
Madison Ave. and Russell St, and Robbins and 11th

years; it was razed in 2006 to be replaced by river
view high-rise condominiums. Father south, entire
city blocks have been leveled for industrial uses. It
was often said that blight had become common in

Sts. The campus was elegantly landscaped as a pub
lic gathering place and thus helped to encourage
surrounding new home construction. However, the
seminary held sessions only from 1845 to 1853.
Meanwhile, in 1841 Covington annexed into the
city all the seminary's properties to 12th St. and,
later, the remainder of the theological institute's

the West End.

three subdivisions.

Until the 1980s, the Newport High School
was located at Eighth and Columbia Sts. Newport

The origins of the Western Baptist Theological
Institute in Covington were linked to a meeting of

stood, a federal subsidized housing project, Peter G.
Noll Homes, was built and remained for almost 53

ran west to Banklick St., south to 11th St., west to

present-day Holman Ave., south with Holman
Ave. to around 15th St., then to approximately 16th
St. and Madison Ave., north to Madison Ave., east

the trans-Appalachian states in what was consid
ered the nation's West; the majority of the orga
nizers, moreover, were unfriendly to slavery. So
to mitigate and blunt criticism concerning their
stance onslavery, the Northerners who were found
ers had agreed to locate the seminary "on southern
soil" in Kentucky.

Louisville and Nashville Railroad siding that

End. The floods of 1884, 1913, and 1937 covered
the area and motivated the suburbanization that

Kyle farm. The acreage purchased started at the
Licking River and Saratoga St. south of Eighth St.,

Today, the neighborhood association that rep
resents the southern part of the West End as part of
the Newport Citizens Advisory Council de
rives its name, Buena Vista, from Gen. James Tay
lor Jr.'s early surveys and subdivision names in
this part of Newport. The Buena Vista Neighbor
Association district is bounded by Monmouth St.
on the east, the Licking River on the west, 12th St.

stays in town. These special trains borrowed the

fleet of streetcars, at 11th and Brighton Sts. across
from the West Side Hotel. From there it was just a
short hop across the adjacent Shortway Bridge to
Covington.
The two rivers were not always kind to the West

from Alfred Sandford, 193 acres that were known

as the Fowler farm, and 120 acres of the adjacent

mouth Sts.

Columbia Sts, until it closed in 1983. The Trauth

Dairy survives and prospers at 11th and Mon

sociation, like most of the nine similar neighbor

is where the Green Line built a car barn for its

“immediately back of the city of Covington." In
1835 this society purchased more than 28 acres

to Byrd and Garrard Sts., north with Garrard St. to
11th St., and then east to and north along the Lick
ing River.
The seminary project from its inception was
subject to an atmosphere of distrust and suspi
cion. Organizing trustees from the Western Bap
tist Educational Society included 74 Baptists from
Ohio, 18 from Kentucky, 8 from Indiana, 1 from
Illinois, and 7 from “the east." The new seminary

loaded tents and red-nosed clowns for their short

the rolling mill.
In Rough Riders Park, at W. Fifth St. and the
Licking River, long before any floodwall got in its
way, baseball greats Cy Young and Satchel Page re
portedly played in exhibition games. The West End

Baptists in Cincinnati in November 1833. There,
they formed the Western Baptist Educational Soci
ety, which chose a site for a new Baptist seminary

was founded to serve the needs of students from all

In 1840 the Kentucky legislature “by special
act" incorporated the Western Baptist Theological
Institute "exactly one week" after creating a new
county, named Kenton, west of the Licking River.
The seven trustees appointed at the new seminary
were Thatcher Lewis, Samuel W. Lynd, Ephraim
Robins, and John Stevens from Ohio; J. L. Holman

from Indiana; and Cave Johnson and Henry Win
gate from Kentucky.
After renting some of the seminary's lands to
farmers, the trustees, under the leadership of
Ephraim Robins (1784–1845), decided to sell offex
cess property. Between 1839 and 1841, they raised
$29,000 from these sales, retaining 198 acres plus
the 12 acres for the seminary campus. Eventually,
the seminary's original property encompassed more
than 1,100 lots. The seminary's lots extended on
both sides of the old Banklick Rd., leading into a
narrow block at 15th St., and were centered at 10th

and 11th Sts. from a line west of the Licking River to
aline just short of Willow Run Creek. The 1851 city
map of Covington shows subdivisions located on
land sold off by the seminary filling out virtually all
the space north of 14th St. as well as the space north
of 15th St., except for a large block on the southeast
corner belonging to O. R. Powell and a southwest
corner marked "Cemetery,” where Linden Grove
Cemetery had been dedicated and opened in 1843.
At the Licking River this map shows the Milward
and Oldershaw Slaughter House between Robbins
and 11th Sts., the Licking Rolling Mill between 11th

and 12th Sts., and a sawmill and another slaughter
house south of 12th St.

Philip S. Bush (ca. 1795–1871), a speculator in
commercial and residential lots, and his partner,
Humphrey Watkins, had sold the land used for the

WEST SIDE (COVINGTON)

Milward and Oldershaw Slaughter House and with
his son John S. Bush had helped finance the Licking
Rolling Mill. Bush St., named for the Bush family,
was dedicated through the middle of seminary sub
division lands, running from the Licking Rolling
Mill almost to Willow Run Creek. Bush's brother

in-law Cave Johnson was a seminary trustee.
Subdivisions from the Licking River to Willow
Run Creek bearing the name of Humphrey C.
Watkins (1797–1849) appear on maps. A Virginia
native, Watkins moved from Cincinnati to Cov

Southern Baptist Convention. When the general
(Northern) Baptist board met in Providence, R.I.,
they also recommended separate Northern and
Southern associations. Soon thereafter, at a meet

ing in Georgetown, Ky., an association of Ken
tucky Baptists passed a resolution recommending
against further support of the seminary in Cov
ington, given the current conditions there. In re
sponse, Dr. Pattison was discharged and replaced
by Dr. Samuel W. Lynd. Some of their concerns, at
least for the moment, satisfied by Pattison's dis
missal, the Association of Kentucky Baptists in
1848 voted approval of Lynd, who took office Jan

ington in 1839 to help with the seminary projects.
A brickmaker and supplier, he became an agent for
the new Linden Grove Cemetery; Watkins St. was
dedicated nearby. Both Watkins and Philip S. Bush
were prominent members of Baptist churches in
Covington.
Other seminary officials for whom Covington

Ultimately, what determined the seminary's fate
was a resolution introduced more than a year earlier
by a seminary trustee, proclaiming that slavery was
"divinely instituted." The resolution received only

streets were named include J. L. Holman (Holman

four votes from the board, whose members now

St.), Samuel W. Lynd (Lynn St.), and Robins (Rob
bins St.). Robins, an insurance company agent
from Suffield, Conn., had proposed the fund
raising strategy to finance the seminary. Superin
tendent Robins oversaw development of the Lin
den Grove Cemetery and the 12-acre landscaped
square on which the seminary complex was built.
By 1843 about 150 other buildings already stood
near the seminary's new campus.
Alfred Sandford, son of an early Kentucky con
gressman, earlier had built the Sandford House on
the campus grounds. Sitting back prominently
from the east-side curb of Russell St., it was the pa
latial mansion that became the seminary president's

Seeking to create both a department of theol
ogy and a good classical school, the seminary in
1844 chose three highly qualified men for its be
ginning faculty: Rev. R. E. Pattison, DD, from
Massachusetts, as president and professor of Chris

numbered at least 14. Apparently without the
knowledge of the antislavery Northerners, advo
cates who supported slavery then persuaded the
Kentucky legislature again to expand the seminary's
board of trustees effective January 28, 1848, and to
name the 16 new members. All of the new appoin
tees had to be Kentucky citizens. In March, however,
the old board of trustees refused to recognize the
new one and refused to turn over the seminary's
record books. A Kentucky lower-court judgment
favored the newly appointed trustees. In 1854 the
Kentucky Circuit Court reversed this ruling in favor
of the oldboard. As this bickering continued, finan
cial support for the seminary decreased. In 1855 the
decision was made to divide and dispose of the
Western Baptist Theological Institute's assets.
In 1853 the 12-acre campus was already chang
ing dramatically as the Covington and Lexing
ton Railroad laid tracks through its middle. In
1868 the Diocese of Covington (see Roman Cath
olics), which had purchased the old classroom
dormitory building, remodeled the building and
dedicated it for use by the St. Elizabeth Hospital
(see St. Elizabeth Medical Center). The hospital
moved in 1914, and the old classroom-dormitory

tian theology; Rev. Asa Drury as professor of

building on the seminary's campus was torn down

Greek; and Ebenezer Dodge as professor of He
brew and of ecclesiastical history. Soon, however,

in 1916.

house. That structure and the “Professor's" house,

on the southwest side of the campus along 11th St.,
are still standing. The Western Baptist Theological
Institute constructed a large main building at east
11th St. and Madison Ave. that had classrooms on
the first floor and dormitories above.

resentment to Pattison festered, because he was

friendly to abolitionism, as were the majority of
the institution's trustees. This group represented
the views of many of the Northerners who had pri
marily organized and funded the seminary proj
ect. In 1844, at a state convention of Baptists in
Alabama, delegates passed resolutions stating that
Baptist slaveholders should have equal privileges
with other Baptists. In response, the Baptist For
eign Mission Society, of which Pattison was a
member, considered a resolution to ban unre

formed slaveholders from missionary work. Patti
son was also suspected of authoring articles for the
Baptist Publication and Sunday School Society ar
guing that church officials should not tolerate
slavery.
In 1845 proslavery Baptist delegates from
Southern states rallied at Augusta, Ga., where they
split from Baptists in Northern states to form the

uary 1, 1849.

Lynd, after serving at the seminary in Coving
ton, joined the Baptists in Georgetown, Ky. The
seminary divided and then sold its remaining as
sets to the Baptist Educational Society at George
town, Ky., and to Northern Baptists at the Fairmont
Theological Seminary of Ohio. By 1856 Rev. Asa
M. Drury was serving as president of the board of
examiners and superintendent of schools in Cov
ington (Covington Independent Schools). By
1860 he had become principal of the Covington

High School. The moral issue of slavery at the
Western Baptist Theological Institute tolerated no
compromise. It previewed Kentucky's divided sta
tus in the Civil War as a border state. Kentucky
supported the Union, but afterward some of its
most influential citizens and leaders aligned them
selves with the South.

In 1980 part of the area once owned by the
Western Baptist Theological Institute was listed on
the National Register of Historic Places as the
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Seminary Square Historic District. The district
covers about 18 acres and is bounded on the north

by Ninth St., on the south by 12th St., on the west
by the rear property lines along Banklick St., and
on the east by railroad tracks.
Map of the City of Covington. Covington, Ky.
Rickey, Kennedy, and Clark, 1851. From actual sur
vey, ca. 1842.

Ware, Orie S. "The Western Baptist Theological Insti
tute." Papers of the Christopher Gist Historical

Society, vol. 1, presented November 22, 1949.
Weldon, Alexandra. “Historical Connections and

Ideological Divisions," Bulletin, Kenton County
Historical Society, October 2001.
John Boh
WEST SIDE (COVINGTON). An estate owned

by James Riddle in 1810 first defined the boundar
ies of the West Side of Covington. His property
extended from Craig St. to Willow Run Creek and
from the Ohio River beyond Riddle St. (now Ninth
St.) to the Covington and Lexington Turnpike
(now Pike St.). Riddle also operated a licensed ferry
(see Ferries) on the Ohio River at the foot of Ferry
St. (now Main St.) that competed with the older
ferry in Covington in the business of transporting
hogs and other farm products to Cincinnati mar
kets. By 1827, however, the Bank of the United
States had foreclosed on a mortgage it held on Rid
dle's 580 acres in Covington. The bank subdivided
the lands and began naming streets in Covington;
it called one Philadelphia St., after the location of
the bank's headquarters. Cincinnati civil engineer
A. W. Gilbert recalled that in about 1830 his father
had rented 25 acres and Riddle's mansion on the

West Side of Covington, possibly the antebellum
residence still standing on Emma St.
Thomas W. Bakewell (see Bakewell Family)
and William S. Johnston acquired riverfront lots
and the ferry's license from the Bank of the United
States. Bakewell, a brother-in-law of famed natu

ralist John J. Audubon and an inventor of indus

trial equipment, during the 1830s built a mecha
nized hemp bagging factory that made wrappings
for shipping cotton bales. After the national de
pression of 1837, Bakewell had to sell or assign his
ownership in his property on Covington's West
Side and in the bagging factory.
In the early 1840s, James G. Arnold, a wealthy
businessman, owned a mansion at the western end

of Seventh St. (demolished in the 1970s). An early
schoolteacher and county and city official, Arnold
built the Park Hotel at Sixth and Philadelphia Sts.
in West Side Covington (now restored as a law
firm's offices). After his death, his homestead was
subdivided into what became Dalton St. The En

glishman William Bullock, owner of Elmwood
Hall in Ludlow, held acreage in the West Side ex
tending across Willow Run Creek. At the time,
many gentlemen of means liked to retreat to resi
dences in Kentucky to escape what was termed
“the grime of Cincinnati.” They could also investin
their own pristine West Side projects. The wave of
German and Irish immigrants that settled in Cov
ington's West Side during the 1840s also helped
stimulate growth.
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In 1849 Covington industrialist Alexander L.
Greer recorded a plat that marked new lots in the
West Side along Willard, Main, Eighth, and Sev
enth Sts. Greer, who was a central figure with the
Covington and Lexington Railroad, and his
partners also built the Covington Locomotive
and Manufacturing Works, a huge complex at
Third and Philadelphia Sts. After Greer's death, his
homestead addition was subdivided in 1888 into

lots on Greer, Craig, Willard, Eighth, Pike, and
W. Ninth Sts.

In 1873 John Mitchell, James Tranter, and as

sociates purchased the old bagging-mill property
near the mouth of Willow Run Creek and trans

formed it into the Mitchell and Tranter Rolling
Mill. Around 1900, Republic Iron and Steel, a na
tional trust, acquired the mill. Complaining of in
adequate facilities, in 1907 the trust sold the prop
erty, ending production in what had come to be
known as the millneighborhood. In 1914 the Hous
ton, Stanwood & Gamble Company purchased
property at the Mitchell and Tranter Rolling Mill
site, where they manufactured steam engines and
boilers for heating buildings and commercial laun
dries and for powering southern and Caribbean
mills.
In 1876 a sawmill at Second and Main Sts. in

Covington's West Side sold lumber, “farm and
well" pumps, and tubing regionally. In the same
year Creen, Culbertson, and Company, a sawmill
located in the West Side at the foot of Main St., sold

dressed lumber, flooring, laths, and shingles. It
ceased operations by 1910, but the newer Vogg
Planing Mill nearby was in business until about
1920. Throughout the 1800s, supply and repair ser
vices for steamboats and other needs in the river

trade provided business opportunities and jobs for
the residents of the West Side. Some of the busi
nesses that prospered during the steamboat era
were machine shops, foundries, and several other
small specialty shops catering to the needs of the
steamboatbusiness.

By the 1870s, an old burial ground at Craig and
Sixth Sts. in Covington's West Side memorializing
the city's pioneer days was overrun and obsolete.
Covington decided that removing the remains
would allow space for a new railroad right-of-way
to Cincinnati and enableSixth St. to be made into a

through street. The railroad track was routed diag
onally across Johnston, Sixth, Bakewell, and Main
Sts., at street level, so that crowded trains would

not impede street and sidewalk traffic. Also, some
of the local mills in town sought to add spurs and
railroad switches for direct access to rail services.

In 1888 the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad
and its associates committed to constructing a
railroad toll bridge that, for a nominal fee, would
be open to pedestrian use. Longtime complaints
about the monopolistic toll rates on the John A.
Roebling Bridge had resulted in lobbying for a
“free bridge." The railroadbridge, which because of
its nominal toll was virtually a free bridge, later
also provided commuters from Covington's West
Side with a direct route to their jobs in Cincinnati.
The bridge, and the elevated approaches leading to
it, further separated the West Side from Coving

ton's main commercial district, fortifying the
identity of the West Side.
In 1892 Willow Run Creek, a tributary of the
Ohio River, flowed through a western valley of the
neighborhood. Until the completion of flood con
trol projects following the flood of 1937, the creek

valley was subject to backwaters during flooding. It
was therefore not suited for housing and instead
was utilized for ballparks and as a junkyard. The
construction of I-75 (see Expressways) replaced
the Willow Run, leaving only a small section as a
ballpark.
Second only to Madison Ave, in commerce,
Main St. in Covington's West Side has always seen
intense business activity. Immigration during the
19th century filled up the city's WestSide, bringing
European architecture, shops, and crafts. Houses
sat on narrow lots, and high population density
made walking a convenience. The neighborhood
was also served by inexpensive streetcar service.

Order of Odd Fellows) still stands at 731 Main St.

Two other prominent social organizations, the
West End Mutual Aid and the West End Welfare

Association, occupied buildings in the West Side in
1923. WestSide German culture became a victim of

the anti-German hysteria of World War I. For
instance, Bremen St. in the West Side, a quaint nar
row street with buildings crowding the sidewalks,
was renamed Pershing St. The Turners Club, which
before World War I had the German name Turn

verein, on Pike St. in the West Side remains open as
an athletic and social facility, a product of the Ger
man culture's emphasis on intellectual and physical
health.

The West Side of Covington was substantially
Catholic and once included the German St. Aloy
sius Catholic Church, which burned in 1985,

and the Irish St. Patrick Catholic Church,
which was demolished for urban renewal. The Ger

man Reformed Church, changed to “Grace" in

Workers on the West Side commuted to manufac

1918 (see Grace United Church of Christ), was

turing jobs in Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati.

a major Protestant congregation. The Main St.
Methodist Church, almost equal in architectural
scale to the Catholic churches in Covington's West

Children walked to school, returned home for
lunch, then walked back to school. Housewives

walked to butcher shops and bakeries around the
corner. Iceboxes provided limited shelflife, but the
ice wagon came daily to fill orders specified on a
card placed in a window. Conveniences included
chilled milk and the morning newspaper at the
doorstep before dawn; meat wagons; men on routes
to sharpen knives and scissors; and a junkman to
takeaway old rags and other discarded items. There

Side, is also closed.
In the 1960s, urban renewal took its toll on the

West Side. Motels, gasoline stations, and other sim
ilar commercial ventures replaced residences and
the former Heidelberg Brewery plant at Fourth and
Philadelphia Sts. North of Sixth St. everything be
came commercial. In the 1970s, Main Strasse was
created to revitalize the historical WestSide. Goebel

was a market house located on Sixth St. in the West

Park's Carroll Chimes Tower in Main Strasse is

Side until its property was converted into a city
park after 1907. Local vendors, on what remained
of Sixth St., continued thereafter to host weekly
sales of seasonal fruits and vegetables, which
women from the neighborhood bought in large
quantities to can. Since the late 1950s, the John R.
Green Company has sold school supplies in its
mammoth headquarters on W. Sixth St., opposite
the park.
The German and Irish immigrants of the West
Side supported a host of saloons, stores, and institu
tions. In 1876 the Covington City Directory listed

now a Covington West Side landmark.

Smith, Allen Webb. Beginning at “the Point”. A
Documented History of Northern Kentucky and
Environs, the Town of Covington in Particular,
1751–1834. Park Hills, Ky:Self-published, 1977.

some 120 saloons in the area. Until Prohibition,

Tenkotte, Paul A. “Rival Cities to Suburbs. Covington

they were popular hangoutsformen, with entrances
for women located at the rear of the buildings. As
an enticement to customers, localsaloons frequently
offered free food along with purchases of beer. Citi
zens also gathered in the saloons to play cards and
to place illegal bets on horse races. At Prohibition,

and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890," PhD diss.,

WFBE-AM. Radio station WFBE began opera
tions at Seymour, Ind., but in October 1926 was sold

Some of the saloons shifted to become soda foun

and a radio broadcasting license was issued to the

tain operations selling soft drinks and candy. Seven
confectionaries operated on Main St. in 1920–1921,
extending from the 200 to the 800 block. After Pro
hibition, the saloons that reopened were referred to

Park View Hotel in Cincinnati. Although located in
Cincinnati, the station was important to Northern

as bars, restaurants, or cafés. Eleven restaurants,

lunchrooms, and cafés operated in 1956 in the 100
through the 900 blocks of Main St. Saloons, and
later cafés in the area, hosted informal social clubs

where members could gather to pass the time. Trade
unions and insurance and building and loan asso
ciations (see Savings and Loan Associations)
met on the second floors of commercial buildings.
The West End Odd Fellows Hall (see Independent

Boh, John H., and Howard W. Boehmker. Westside
Covington. Cincinnati: Cincinnati Historical So
ciety, 1980.

Geaslen, Chester F. Strolling along Memory Lane,
Newport, Ky: Otto, 1971–1974.
Reis, Jim. “Tracing the Roots of Willow Run," KP
March 11, 1991, 4K.

Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.
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Kentuckians because of the remote broadcasting
conducted from Covington in 1928.
Northern Kentucky was without a radio sta
tion at this time; in 1928 there were only three ra
dio stations in Kentucky, WHAS and WLAP at
Louisville and WFIW at Hopkinsville. Radio was
becoming extremely popular and had been proven
to encourage growth and revenue in areas sup
ported by a station. It was also well known that
local stations promoted sales of radio apparatuses.
Through the efforts of the owners of the Edward P.

WHALLEN, JOHN H.

Cooper radio and electric shop in Covington and
the management of station WFBE, the first
remote-control radio studio in Northern Ken

tucky was designed and constructed with the lat
est equipment. The first broadcast was scheduled
for Thursday, March 29, 1928, at 8:30 p.m. The
mayor of Covington, Thomas F. Donnelly, de
livered the opening address, announcing that
"Covington should be proud of the fact that it has
its own radio station and that all events of interest

in the city and Northern Kentucky would be
broadcast." Edward Cooper announced the up
coming schedule for the station, and then the sta
tion presented musical selections by a local band,
the Latonia Night Hawks, and an hour of popular
dance music by the Earl Fuller orchestra of New
York. In the months that followed, many enter
tainers visiting the nightspots of Northern Ken
tucky were heard during daytime and evening
broadcasts over the station. Cooper later reported

At 12:01 a.m. on January 1, 1948, WFTM came

on the air. One of the first musical selections played
was "Smoke, Smoke, Smoke that Cigarette," writ
ten by Kentuckian Merle Travis. Program director
Gene Waters, formerly of radio station WSAU in
Bloomington, Ind., and chief announcer Hal Sar
graves, formerly from station WPAY in Ports
mouth, Ohio, kicked off programming, staying on
the air for the first 24 hours.
WFTM was an immediate hit with local and

more distant listeners, and its first successful pro
gram, True to the Farm, dedicated information
and agricultural reports to a heavily populated
farming community. Col. J. Scott True, who cre
ated the program, received national recognition for
it. After his death, the show was taken over by Bill
Stewart, Stewart won the Kentucky Farm Bureau's
award of top broadcaster in 1977. Broadcast regu
larly from its inception, True to the Farm was aired
for the 10,000th time in 1980.

that he had received hundreds of letters from the

Over the years, many well-known local broad

entire Northern Kentucky area in support of the

casters have been heard over the airwaves of WFTM,

station and its broadcasts. WFBE's remote broad

including Bud Boyd, Nick Clooney, and Walt Ma

casts were heard for well over a year, until Coving
ton finally became the hometown of a new radio
station, L. B. Wilson's WCKY, in September 1929.
During the 1930s WFBE was sold to Scripps How

her. In 1965 WFTM added WFTM-FM, located at

ard, and it became station WCPO.

95.9 on the radio dial. Today, WFTM-AM and
WFTM-FM broadcast to more than 369,000 homes

in the Ohio River Valley, with north-south coverage
ranging from Hillsboro, Ohio, to Morehead, Ky.,
and east-west coverage from Williamstown, Ky., to

“Mayor Heard over Mike at New Studio," KTS, March
Portsmouth, Ohio.
30, 1928, 2.

Nash, Francis M. Towers over Kentucky. Lexington,
Ky: Host Communications, 1995.

"Radio Studio to Be Opened in Covington," KTS,
March 28, 1928, 2.

John E. Leming Jr.

"To Have Broadcasting Station Here," Maysville (Ky.)
Public Ledger, September 10, 1947, 1.
“WFTM Will Go on Air Officially at 12:01 AM."
Maysville (Ky.) Public Ledger, December 31,
1947, 1.

John E. Leming Jr.
WFTM. Shortly before World War II, two enter.
prising tobacco warehousemen, Charles P. Clarke
and James M. Finch, began building a radio station
at Maysville. Before the station could be completed,
the war broke out, and construction was put on
hold. After the war, Clarke and Finch applied for a
broadcasting license; with help from friends in
Washington, D.C., a license was granted on Septem
ber 10, 1947. The original call letters assigned to the
radio station were WKYO, and it operated at 1240
on the AM radio dial.

The broadcasting studios were planned for
construction in front of the Standard Tobacco

Warehouse in Maysville, and the equipment and
towers were purchased. The first station manager,
William Betts, who had been selected during the
war years, brought several years of personal broad
casting experience to the station. The station was
to be placed on the air at 12:01 a.m., January 1,
1948. Shortly before the station's debut, Finch dis
covered that a broadcasting license had been
granted to a police station at Buffalo, N.Y., using
the call letters WFTM. He thought those call let
ters would best fit his and Clarke's station because

they would stand for “Worlds Finest Tobacco Mar
ket," so he struck a deal with the station owner in

New York for a switch of call letters, which was ap
proved by the FCC (Federal Communications
Commission), and the new station in Maysville of
ficially became WFTM,

WHALLEN, JOHN H. (b. May 1850, New Or.
leans, La.; d. December 3, 1913, Louisville, Ky).
John Henry Whallen, an Irish Catholic entrepre
neur and a Democratic Party boss, was the son of
immigrants Patrick and Bridget Burke Whallen,
When John was a young boy, the family moved
from New Orleans to Maysville, Ky., and later to
Newport. By the time Whallen was 11 years old, the
family was living at Grants Lick, where he came
into contact with some Confederate Army recruit
ers. He persuaded the recruiters to allow him to
enlist even though he was so young, and he thus
became one of the youngest soldiers ever to serve in
the Confederate Army. He was assigned to the Ken
tucky 4th Cavalry, the same unit in which Absolom
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Whallen moved to Saratoga and Williamson (now
11th).Sts. in Newport, where he workedasahorsecar
driver and as a lieutenant with the Newport Police
Department. He also began operating a baron what
later became Liberty St.
In 1880 John Whallen and his younger brother
James opened a vaudeville showplace, the Buck
ingham Theater, in Louisville. The brothers soon
learned that family-type businesses did not return
sufficient profit, so they switched to the bigger and
bawdier type of burlesque shows. As their business
grew, they expanded their holdings by purchasing
the Empire and Casino Theaters in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
and began operating a chain of burlesque theaters.
To protect his somewhat unsavory businesses,
Whallen resorted to boss rule. He contributed to

the emerging labor unions, paid off key officials,
gave police free admission to his clubs, and set up
assistance programs to help needy families. Many
accused him of subverting the election process by
paying people to vote and engaging in other ballot
box irregularities. In addition, he is said to have
handpicked most of the Democratic candidates
running for public office in Louisville. He also
controlled the awarding of more than 1,200 city
patronage jobs. Whallen felt that these moves
would help protect his businesses from govern
mental controls and periodic protests by citizens
groups. Although never elected to public office,
Whallen virtually ran the City of Louisville from
his Green Room at the Buckingham Theater. He
became immensely popular, especially among Irish
and German Catholics, blue-collar workers, and

immigrants. In 1905, confronted with consider
able evidence of wrongdoing, the Kentucky Court
of Appeals removed from office all recently elected
officials and appointed newspaper publisher Rob
ert Bingham the temporary mayor. Thus ended
more than 30 years of Whallen's boss rule, and
Louisville politics eventually returned to some
semblance of normalcy.
Whallen was married three times. His first wife

was Marian Hickey, by whom he had three chil
dren, Ella, Nora, and Orrie. His second wife, Sarah

Jane Whallen, was childless. His third wife, Grace

Edwards Goodrich, had a daughter, Grace, whom
Whallen adopted. Whallen died at age 63 in his
Spring Bank Park home in Louisville. His funeral
service was attended by numerous friends and poli
ticians, including Kentucky governor James B. Mc
Creary (1875–1879, 1911–1915). Whallen was bur
ied in a mausoleum at the St. Louis Catholic

and Squire Grant (see Grant Family), also from
southern Campbell Co., served. Whallen was a gun

Cemetery in Louisville. After John Whallen's death,
his brother James attempted to continue running
their empire but lacked his brother's charisma and
political acumen. The land on which John Whal

powder carrier and later a courier for Gen. John

len's home and estate were located later became the

Hunt Morgan. Gen. Basil Duke and Capt. Bart

site of Chickasaw Park.

Columbus Dicken, William Francis Corbin,

Jenkins described Whallen as one of their best sol

diers. Whallen served for about three years, mostly
in Virginia. For his military service, the Daughters
of the Confederacy presented him with their high

EarthSciences.com. "Colonel Johnny, the Duke of
Buckingham." www.earthsciences.com (accessed
March 3, 2007).

Gray, Karen R., and Sarah R. Yates. "Boss John Whal

estaward, the Cross of Honor. State officials in Ken

tucky also honored him by making him a Kentucky
Colonel, and thereafter he was affectionately known
as Colonel Johnny. At the end of the Civil War,

len: The Early Louisville Years (1876–1883)," JKS 1
(July 1984). 171–86.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 6570 (James P. Whal
len), for the year 1930.
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WHEATLEY (DALLASBURG)

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 32298 (John H. Whal
len), for the year 1913.

Military Shoulder Patches of the U.S. "John H. Whal
len.” http://ranger95.com (accessed March 3,
2007).

Jack Wessling
WHEATLEY (DALLASBURG). This Owen Co.

hamlet along Ky. Rt. 227, 8.5 miles north of Owen
ton, is located within what is known as the Dallas

burg Precinct. Dallasburg (the town's name at first)
emerged in 1825, shortly after the county was
formed. The church there, the Dallasburg Baptist
Church, derived its name from the town's original
name, not the reverse as has long been thought.
The town was incorporated in 1850–1851. The
name of the town's post office was Dallasburg from
1850 to 1863, then in 1886 the post office was re
established as Wheatley, honoring Rev. Wesley

Wheatley, the postmaster and a highly respected
citizen of the community. The center of commu
nity life is the Dallasburg Baptist Church, which
has long supported Baptist missionary work both
in the state and abroad. Since its establishment in

1851, this church has been home to several multi

day series of revival meetings. The village has had
several grocery stores over the years, along with a
bank, formed in 1899. From 1912 to 1951, it had a

high school. Perhaps the most famous person who
came from Wheatley was Rev. W. B. Riley, later of
Minneapolis, Minn., a Baptist minister who was
nationally known during the first third of the 20th
century. Wheatley has often been called the garden
spot of the county.
Houchens, Miriam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County, Kentucky: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky.
Standard, 1976.

“Kentucky-Owenton," CE, March 22, 1899, 8.
Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing
ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1984.

WHIG PARTY. The Whig Party had considerable
support in Northern Kentucky since Henry Clay,
its principal leader, was a Kentuckian. The 1824
presidential election and the agenda of John Quincy
Adams (1825–1829), the new president, created new
lines of demarcation in American politics. The

Whig Party that Adams headed had grown out of
a factious conflict between "radical,” or “Old," Re

publicans and the party's "Madisonian national
ists," represented by politicians such as Henry Clay
and President Adams. The former group held dis
dain for the aggressive economic programs spon
sored by the latter. The tariffs implemented by the
nationalists to protect American industrial devel
opment hurt many southern states' economies;
internal investments contributed to the expan
sion of the federal government, to the dismay of
states-rights advocates. Many southerners also saw
the Adams administration as antislavery.
Adams and Clay, joined by former Federalist
Daniel Webster of Massachusetts, represented the
National Republican opposition party to the victo
rious Jackson Democrats after 1828. Henry Clay,
titular head of the National Republican Party,
developed the American System platform, high

lighted by federally sponsored economic develop
ment programs, as a response to Jackson and the
Democrats' laissez-faire economicapproach. These
ideas later became the philosophical basis for the
Whigs.
Clay ran against Jackson for president in 1832
but did poorly in slave states, receiving only 37 per
cent of the national popular vote. The National Re
publicans disbanded as Clay and other anti
Jacksonians formed the new Whig Party in 1833.
The formation of the Whig Party signaled the ar
rival of the second American party system: the
Whigs and the Democrats.
Henry Clay was the Whigs’ most powerful
leader. Known as a great orator, Clay was also la
beled “The Great Compromiser." The Whigs’ two
main southern strongholds were Kentucky and
North Carolina. Because of the impact of Clay's
leadership, the Kentucky branch of the party en
joyed particular success, causing the state to be
termed the “Cradle of Whiggery."
By the late 1830s, Kentucky Whigs controlled
their state's legislature and governorship. Part of this
party strength had been built upon victories begin
ning in 1832 when James T. Morehead (1797–
1854) was elected lieutenant governor and Lewis
Sanders (1781–1861) was elected secretary of state.
Morehead, who later practiced law in Covington,
had a distinguished political career, becoming Ken
tucky's governor in 1834 and representing the state
in the U.S. Senate as a Whig from 1841 to 1847.
Sanders, of Carroll Co., served as U.S. district attor

ney from 1834 to 1838, following his term as secre.
tary of state.
The Whig legislative agenda included organiz
ing the Bank of Kentucky and the Northern
Bank of Kentucky to stimulate economic devel
opment, investing in turnpikes and navigation
projects on the state's rivers to improve transporta
tion and communication, and increasing taxes to
fund these projects. These efforts were appreciated
so much by Kentucky voters that Whigs received a
greater legislative majority in 1840 than in 1837.
The Whig Party had a mass appeal in Kentucky
that was stoked by many of the state's newspapers.
Local voices such as Covington's Licking Valley
Register, the Covington Journal, and the Mays
ville Eagle informed the public of every minutia of
party life. Thomas B. Stevenson, a Northern Ken
tucky native, edited the primary Whig organ in
Cincinnati. These papers were an important aspect

of politics for both Whigs and Democrats.
Although the Whig Party was known nation

highlighted, the Whigs did well, winning state
elections from the mid-1830s into the late 1840s.

Beginning in the mid-1840s, however, Whig elec
toral victories became more challenging; and the
party found itself facing more internal divisions
and being outflanked by the Democrats and politi
cal splinter groups with more extreme views.
Whig problems in Kentucky became evident in
the state's 1849 party and constitutional conven
tions. The failure of the Whigs to take a firm position
on the issue of slavery, instead calling for "popular
sovereignty," motivated many emancipationists to
leave the party. As the slavery issue grew more in
tense, more Kentucky Whigs began to leave the
party, many joining the Democrats, who were seen
not only as being more supportive of southern is
sues, but also more likely to find compromise on the
national leveland preserve the Union. Nevertheless,
Whigs in Northern Kentucky still did well at the
polls. In 1849 Whig state senator J. Russell Hawkins
represented the 25th District (Boone, Carroll, and
Gallatin counties), William K. Wail the 29th Dis
trict (Bracken Co.), and John F. McMillan the 36th
(Mason Co.). In the House, however, Northern Ken

tucky representation was split. The counties of
Boone and Bracken were represented by Whigs Ga
briel J. Gaines and Joseph Doniphan, but Mason
Co. was split, with one representative being Whig).
McCarthey, Campbell, Carroll, Gallatin, Grant,
Kenton, Owen, and Pendleton counties each had

one Democratic representative.

Whigs were forewarned regarding their popu
larity in the state in 1850 when the new constitu
tion was placed before voters and was approved
overwhelmingly. The new constitution called for
almost all of the state's elected offices to be on the

ballot in the election of 1851; the governor and the
cabinet, all seats in the House and the Senate, one

U.S. Senate seat, and the entire congressional dele
gation (10 in all). The turnout in the 1851 election
(71%) was lower than that of 1848 (87%), owing
both to the new constitution's reduction in the

number of days to vote (from three to one) and to a
residency requirement. In addition, with the con
stitution adopted, little difference appeared to re
main between Democrats and Whigs. Although
nativist sentiment had begun to be felt in Ken
tucky, Whigs at first distanced themselves from
this element of the electorate. Democrats won the

governorship by less than 1,000 votes, while Whigs
won all other statewide offices, kept majorities in

the State House and the Senate, and gained half of
the congressional delegation.

ally as the party of the elite, in Kentucky it found its

With the inability of the Whigs to elect Gen.

strength among wealthy slaveholders in the Blue
grass region, in cities such as Louisville and Cov
ington, and among nonslaveholders in the "poor
farming communities along the Ohio River." This
alliance was held together by Whigs’ successes in
delivering their platform of internal improvements
in the state, by the stature of several Whig leaders
such as Clay and Stevenson, and by the perception
of many people that the Whig Party was the party
of opportunity. Whigs supported an active, inter
ventionist approach, especially toward economic
development. As long as these differences were

Winfield Scott to the presidency in 1852, and the
deaths of both Clay and Webster, the party's na
tional standing ended. Although Whig candidates
continued to be elected to the U.S. Congress until
1856, Kentucky was one of the few states where
Whigs remained a viable political force.
In the 1853 election, Kentucky Whigs retained
a majority in the state legislature and again split
the congressional delegation. Kentucky Whigs and
Democrats remained at a virtual political stale
mate, but events were soon to overcome both. On

the horizon was a growing nativist movement, and

WHITE’S RUN BAPTIST CHURCH

underlying all other political issues was the ques
tion of slavery.
Antiforeign sentiment had been seen in Ken
tucky politics as early as 1847. By summer 1854,
however, secret fraternal lodges associated with the
growing nativist movement in America were form
ing in the state's larger cities. To the political confu
sion were added temperance supporters, who were
speaking of running a candidate for governor
(among those mentioned was Norvin Green of Car
rollton). Defectors from their parties to the temper
ance ranks hurt both Democrats and Whigs, but in
particular Whigs seemed to provide the majority
memberships of both the nativists and the temper
ance movement.

After the local election successes of the nativist

Know-Nothing movement nationally and through
out Kentucky in late 1854 and early 1855, Whig lead
ers reluctantly acknowledged the death of the Whig
Party and attempted to maintain a political pres
ence by taking over the Know-Nothing Party ma
chinery. Some benefit was gained by this strategy, as
26 former Whigs were elected in slave states to the
national legislature in 1855.
Switching party allegiance to survive politically
was common in the 1850s. John W. Menzies's po
litical history illustrates the phenomenon. Named
as clerk to the Council in Covington in 1848, Men
zies was a Whig, however, by 1855 he had become a
member of the Know-Nothings and was elected
that year to the Kentucky legislature representing
Kenton Co.

ation Association, established by President Franklin
Roosevelt (1933–1945) under the Works Progress
Administration. The association offered aid in orga

95.3

In November 1938 White visited Covington to

also found that the new crop developed neither
mold nor rotas redburley tobacco plants did. Better
yet, he could cut down the entire plant, rather than
picking each leaf as it ripened. Webb produced a
crop of 20,000 pounds that commanded top dollar

head a music institute for African Americans in

at the Cincinnati tobacco market in 1866. The fol

Northern Kentucky. During the mornings, he con
ducted several institutes on music at Covington's
Lincoln-Grant School. The purpose of the insti

lowing year, he went to the St. Louis Fair and won a
first prize and a second prize in tobacco-crop com
petitions. When Webb tried to patent what he be

tute was to advance the musical interests of the

lieved was a new tobacco strain, he failed because

community and to develop choral and instrumen
tal group participation. Mrs. Sadye L. Dunham, di
rector of the Negro Youth Recreation Association
of Northern Kentucky, was instrumental in bring
ing White to the community. To keep the commu
nity involved, training sessions were held nightly at
the First Baptist Church and the Ninth St. Bap
tist Church. The training period resulted in a public
concert in which African American spirituals were
featured. In 1960, after along and successful career
in the opera composition, White died at the Syden
ham Hospital in New York City. His most ac
claimed composition was his 1932 opera Ouanga,
which was first performed that year by the Ameri
can Opera Society of Chicago.

Bracken Co. Whiteburley had already become com
mon in the Ohio and Kentucky region. This adapt
able tobacco leaf revolutionized the industry, and
for a brief time, Augusta became a clearing port for
Central Kentucky's production of white burley to
bacco and the biggest market in the district. Steam
boats lined the levee at Augusta for a mile and a half
and Cincinnati soon replaced Louisville as the re
gion's foremost distributor for Central Kentucky's
tobacco crops.

nizing community arts programs.
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Herald-Leader, August 10, 1969. An article based
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loads of Kentucky tobacco went to New Orleans in
the 1780s. By 1839 Kentucky ranked second only
to Virginia in the quantities of locally stemmed
and packed tobacco shipped to England. Some
time during 1858–1859, Bracken Co. grower La
ban J. Bradford found a mutated plant that ap
peared much lighter in color and texture than the
original darkleathery leaf known as red burley. He
saved the seeds and the following year sowed them
in a separate patch. Over the next four years, Brad
ford selected only the sturdiest plants in that patch
for new seeds. He called the distinct variety white
burley and gave some of the seeds to a neighbor,
George W. Barkley. While Bradford was serving as
president of the Kentucky State Agricultural Soci
ety from 1862 until 1863, he noted that Kentucky
had become the largest tobacco-producing state in

Donald A. Clark

WHITE'S

RUN BAPTIST CHURCH. In

March and April 1810, the Ghent Baptist Church
sent John M. Price and Mordicah Jackson as helpers
to constitute a new church at White's Run, along Ky.
Rt. 36 in Carroll Co. At least six of the new church's
charter members came from the church at Ghent.

The White's Run Baptist Church held its first wor
ship service on April 12, 1810. Meetings for worship
and church business were held in the homes of

10, 1880, Clarksville, Tenn.; d. June 30, 1960, New

In spring 1864, Joseph Fore and George Webb

members at first. A log structure was then built on
an acre of land donated by the Easterday family out
of the Whiteheadland grant, in the community now
known as Easterday.
Members brought their slaves to church, and
the first baptism of a slave, named Nicy, was in July
1812. Baptisms in the early years were conducted

York City). Clarence White, the son of James W. and

came across the Ohio river from Brown Co., Ohio,

either in the Ohio River or in White's Run Creek. It

Jennie Scott White, was a world-renowned African

to Augusta, Ky., to obtain tobacco seeds. Barkley
gave the men some white burley seeds, which they
planted on land rented from Capt. Fred Kautz.

appears that during this period the church obtained
money to pay expenses not through the practice of
tithing but by levying a tax on members; male
members usually paid a higher rate than females
did. The early church believed in disciplining any

WHITE, CLARENCE CAMERON (b. August

American opera composer and director. White
studied at Howard University in Washington, D.C.,
and at the Oberlin Conservatory of Music (Oberlin,
Ohio) and later spent the years 1908–1911 in Lon
don, England, with the black British composer and
conductor Samuel Coleridge-Taylor. White also
traveled to Paris, France. He began his teaching ca
reer in the public schools of Washington, D.C., and
then served as director of music at West Virginia
State College at Institute, W.Va. In 1937 he was
named a music specialist for the National Recre

the nation.

Months later, Fore and Webb noticed that their new

tobacco plants had a dirty yellow hue and light tex
ture. This normally was a sign that plants were dis
eased, and so they burned that crop. The next year,
however, when Webb saw the tobacco growing from
the Kentucky white burley seeds he had brought
back from Kentucky, he recognized that instead of
being caused by a disease, the color and texture rep
resented a definite new variety of tobacco. Webb

member whose behavior was considered to be con

trary to Christian beliefs. One of the early contro
versies occurred at the end of 1822, when charges
were brought against two men for joining a Ma
sonic Lodge. The church declared that the teachings
of Jesus Christ were not compatible with the teach
ings of the Masons.
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WHITE’S TOWER

At first, the Baptist Church of Jesus Christ at
White's Run was a member of the Long Run Asso
ciation. It later joined the Franklin Association,

WHITE VILLA. White Villa, an unincorporated
community located in rural southeastern Kenton
Co. along Decoursey Pk. (Ky. Rt. 177), takes its name
from the White Villa Country Club. Developed in

Whittlesey's knowledge of earth science at work.
After the war, he returned to Cleveland and con

Concord Association.

1905 from the former Metz farm, the White Villa

On May 28, 1842, the congregation moved into
a brick building that had been constructed along
side the old log house at Easterday. In 1900 the
White's Run Baptist Church and other churches

Country Club comprises about 150 acres wedged

tinued writing. He composed some 200 articles,
tracts, essays, and reports in many fields, and sev
eral of his writings continue to be of value. Whit
tlesey was buried at Lake View Cemetery on the

between the Louisville and Nashville Railroad

east side of Cleveland.

and in 1818 it met with other churches to form the

withdrew from the Concord Association to form

the White's Run Baptist Association.
In March 1941 electric lights were installed in
the church building, long before many homes in
the area had them. Other improvements include a
new Sunday school annex, added in June 1954;
stained-glass windows, installed in July 1959; a
parsonage, built in 1969; an education-fellowship
building, completed and dedicated in 1984; and a
new lighted sign, erected on the church grounds in
1995.

White's Run Baptist Church Minutes, White's Run
Baptist Church, White's Run, Ky.
Ken Massey
WHITE’S TOWER. White's Tower is located at

the intersection of Taylor Mill Rd. (Ky. Rt. 16),
Marshall Rd. (formerly Old Decoursey Rd.), and
Ky. Rt. 536 (the Visalia-Staffordsburg Rd.). White's
Tower is an unincorporated area named for a
white wooden tower built on what is today the
McClure property, just opposite the intersection
of Maverick Rd. and the Visalia-Staffordsburg Rd.
The tower was built during the mid-1800s to ob
serve and record topographic features of Kenton

tracks and the Licking River, with a one-mile-long
frontage along the river. The club saw itselfasa Cath
olic counterpart to the largely Protestant Ryland
Lakes Country Club located nearby. Several promi
nent Northern Kentucky business leaders founded
the White Villa Country Club, including department
store proprietors John R. Coppin, Joseph Luhn,
and John A. Stevie. Stevie served as the club's presi
dent for several years until his death in 1930. Initially,
the club's grounds featured a clubhouse, an icehouse,
and a spacious barn. Affiliated families built sum
mer cottages on the grounds and fished in its lakes.
To serve the spiritual needs of the club's summer
dwellers, the Diocese of Covington established the
St. Matthew Parish at White Villain 1909. For several

years, the church held Mass only during the sum
mer months. Since its inception, the White Villa
Country Club has hosted several gatherings includ
ing political rallies and Fourth of July celebrations.

seeing the tower. It was torn down during the mid
1920s, when airplanes became routinely used in
cartography and as the tower became a liability.
Locals referred to the white tower for a directional

landmark, and the name mutated to "White's

Tower" after its demise. A grocery, a garage, two
saloons, and a restaurant were located at White's

Tower until the early 1950s. There was also one
room school until the consolidation of Kenton
Co. schools in 1929 closed the school and trans

ferred students to the Independence School, four
miles to the west. The current White's Tower Ele

mentary School was built in 1965 at the intersec
tion of Taylor Mill Rd. and Harris Rd. (Ky. Rt.

1987.

WIDRIG FAMILY. Louis C. Widrig (1869–1932)
was one of eight children of Thomas A. "Tobias”
and Margaret Feth Widrig. Born in Newport, he
completed his early education in that city and grad
uated in 1889 from the Cincinnati College of Phar
macy. He was licensed as a pharmacist in Ohio but
returned to Kentucky to open his own pharmacy at
Fifth and Columbia Sts. in Newport. He later had a
number of other business interests. In 1909 he led a

group that purchased the Altamont Hotel and the
Shelley Arms in Fort Thomas. The Altamont was
once a resort known for its mineral water, and both

"John A. Stevie Is Called by Death,” KP, June 13,
1930, 1.

“To Dedicate a New Church at White Villa," KP May
27, 1909, 2.

"White Villa Club is a Reality." KP May 3, 1905, 2.

Greg Perkins
WHITTLESEY, CHARLES W., COLONEL

born before the end of World War I remember

land, Ohio.

Charles Whittlesey Papers, Western Reserve Histori
cal Society, Cleveland, Ohio.
Van Tassel, David D., ed. The Encyclopedia of Cleve
land History. Bloomington: Indiana Univ. Press,

“Another New Fishing Club." KP, January 24, 1905, 1.

Co. at the location that was considered to be the

highest point in the county. At that time, there
were no airplanes to aid in the development of
maps. The foundation for the tower still exists,
and persons living in the area today who were

Burial Record from the Lake View Cemetery, Cleve

(b. October 4, 1808, Southington, Conn.; d. Octo
ber 17, 1886, Cleveland, Ohio). Charles W. Whit

tlesey, the son of Asaph and Vesta Hart Whittlesey,
designed the defenses of Cincinnati and Northern
Kentucky during the Civil War. His family moved
to Tallmadge, Ohio, in 1813, where he attended
school while living on a farm. Whittlesey gradu
ated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Pont,
N.Y., in 1831. During his life in northeastern Ohio,
he was a geologist, an archaeologist, a newspaper
man, a lawyer, a soldier, an author, and a historian.
His experience with geology certainly proved help
ful in the role he played in the Northern Kentucky
region. That is, during the Civil War, as a colonel in
the 20th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, he designed and
built in Northern Kentucky a line of fortifications
extending from Ludlow on the west to the District
of the Highlands (today Fort Thomas) on the east.

properties were acquired as part of bankruptcy
proceedings. The plan was to operate them as a
summer resort. Widrig was also a principal stock
holder in the Alexandria Turnpike (see Turnpikes,
Campbell Co.), which connected Newport and
Alexandria, he became a part owner of the Cincin
nati Reds baseball team, and in 1918 he was elected

treasurer of the Cincinnati Exhibition Company.
In spite of leadership changes, he maintained his
share in the company and served as treasurer until
his death. Widrig was a charter member of the
Newport Elks Lodge. When Widrig was in New
York City for a meeting of major league baseball
executives, he was severely burned during a fire in
his suite at the Commodore Hotel on January 31,
1932. He died on March 29, 1932, as a consequence
of the burns and was buried at St. Stephen Ceme
tery in Fort Thomas. At the time of his death, his
shares in the Cincinnati Reds were appraised at
$13,000. He never married.

Two of Louis Widrig's brothers were also New
port pharmacists. Tobias J. "Tobe" Widrig (1865–
1922) owned a drugstore at Sixth and Washington
Sts. in Newport. He was active in pharmacy and
medical associations and served as a director of the

Newport Mutual Fire Insurance Company. He

died after a long illness and was also buried in St.

The fortifications served as the successful line of

Stephen Cemetery; he and his wife had no chil

defense for the city of Cincinnati. In September
1862, it was to Whittlesey that the Union Army

dren. Edwin (also known as Edward) C. Widrig

536). Also located at White's Tower are the Durr

Extension Office and the YMCA swimming pool
and soccer fields, all at the intersection of Mar

looked when it came time to dig in against the
shall and Taylor Mill Rds.
“Kenton Co.—Voting Place and Officer," KP, Novem
ber 1, 1929, 2.

Reis, Jim. “White Tower Inn Destroyed by Fire," KP

(1877–1941) graduated from the Cincinnati Col
lege of Pharmacy in 1898. He owned a store at

Third and Saratoga Sts. in Newport for many years.

Confederate troops commanded by Gen. Henry
Heth that were threatening the Greater Cincinnati
region. One of the defensive embankments erected
in Kentucky was named for him: Fort Whittlesey

His daughter married John T. Rawlings, Newport
city manager during the Ohio River flood of

(see Civil War Fortifications), located between

“Louis C. Widrig Dead." O.V.D.A. Review, April

the present-day Covington Reservoir and S. Fort
Thomas Ave. in Fort Thomas. Anyone familiar
with the path of the fortification line can recognize

"Lou Widrig Dies after Long Fight," KP. March 29,

1937

March 10, 2003, 4K.

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexing

ton: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1984.
Pat Workman

1932, 2.

1932, i.
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"Shelly Arms Bought in by Louis Widrig," KP. March
30, 1909, 5.

Dennis B. Worthen

WIEDEMANN, CARL F. (b. May 18, 1892,
Newport, Ky., d. February 9, 1961, Cincinnati,
Ohio). Carl Wiedemann, the son of Charles F. and

Elizabeth Wagner Wiedemann and a grandson of
the founder of the Wiedemann Brewing Com
pany, assisted in the management of the firm. The
brewery for many years was the largest employer in
Newport. In 1890 George Wiedemann Sr. died,
leaving control of the brewing empire to Carl's fa
ther, Charles.

In 1895 a 17-room three-story chateau, de
signed by Samuel Hannaford and Sons for Carl
Wiedemann's grandmother Alice, widow of
George Wiedemann Sr., was completed. It was lo
cated at the top of Park Ave. (house no. 1102) in
Cote Brilliante, an up-and-coming city south of
and not yet annexed by Newport. Later, Charles
Wiedemann and his family moved into this home,
which sat on an eight-acre estate. Carl's mother
died when he was six, and his father remarried in

1908. In accordance with the Wiedemann family's
manner of living, Austrian craftsmen were brought
to Newport to install and carve the mansion's inte
rior woodwork. Carl became accustomed to the

finerthings in life, such as his family's having North
ern Kentucky's first private in-ground concrete
swimming pool in the backyard and employing ser
vants of Chinese origin. Gatsbyesque parties were
common at the mansion, as the upper levels of soci
ety from Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati hob
nobbedamid the lush, manicured grounds, nibbling
on specially prepared foods, sipping champagne
and other party beverages, or perhaps playing

fiancée of Carl. His story concerning what hap
pened was lame, but his family's influential
Lexington-area relatives intervened on his behalf.
Meanwhile, Dorothy Rainey, who had once held
the title of “The Prettiest Girl in Newport,” was sent
back home and buried.

Carl Wiedemann's racing stable consistently
competed in the best races on the prestigious Ken
tucky race circuit. In 1922, for example, he had
horses that were nominated to run in both the Ken

tucky Derby at Churchill Downs in Louisville and
the Latonia Derby at Latonia Racecourse in Cov
ington. In 1923, in the Fall Championship at the
Latonia Racecourse, Carl's horse In Memorium

upset Kentucky Derby winner Zev, only to lose to
Zev a few weeks later in a match race at Churchill
Downs that was so close that its controversial result

was long disputed. Both races had been followed by
race fans with much anticipation, causing Carl
Wiedemann's name to be catapulted into national
prominence by the dramatic races taking place in
Kentucky.
Also in 1923, with some help from the New
York Times, Carl formally broke up with another
girlfriend. During his days at Yale, he had met Al
lyn King, a Broadway comedy star and a member
of the noted Ziegfeld Follies. When the relation
ship was over, Carl was quoted in the New York
paper as saying that he and King were not engaged
and that he "was still a member of the bachelors'

club." Strangely, in March 1930 King fell to her
death from a fifth-floor window at her New York

City apartment. Carl was nowhere in the vicinity,
but the Rainey incident was mentioned in the news
media's coverage of King's death.
On October 25, 1925, Carl Wiedemann mar

tended Yale University, where, from 1914 to 1916,
he played left tackle and lettered in football. Some

ried Celia Dooin. By spring 1930 their strained
marital relationship was being detailed by news
papers in Northern Kentucky. However, there is
no record that a divorce took place. Thirty years
later, Carl's obituary listed Celia as his surviving

what older than most of the other students, Carl

wife.

was often seen on dates with a gorgeous Broadway
actress at his side. His every movement seemed to

In 1928 the Wiedemann Brewery was prose
cuted by the federal government for making alco

be tracked by local newspaper society columnists.

holic products stronger than the law allowed. The

He could not even change trains in Washington,
D.C., en route to college, without newspapers back
in Northern Kentucky reporting it.
Carl loved racehorses and racing and owned a
small stable of thoroughbreds. He housed them at
his horse farm in Lexington and soon became a
regular figure on the Kentucky racing circuit. Dur
ing a trip he made to Keeneland Racecourse in fall
1921, accompanied by the lovely Dorothy M.
Rainey, daughter of one of Newport's first female
medical doctors, Dr. Louise G. Rainey, a tragic inci
dent took place. Shortly before midnight on Octo
ber 25, while in Lexington, Dorothy Rainey, clothed
only in a negligee, somehow tumbled from a win
dow of the Lafayette Hotel to the sidewalk below.
The next day, local authorities ruled it a suicide and
released the body for transfer back to Newport, so
as to not inconvenience the Wiedemann family;
there was no mention or apparent concern for the
interests of the Rainey family. Moreover, Rainey's
fall instantly elevated her status from girlfriend to

officers of the corporation were summoned to ap
pear before the Federal Court in Covington just as
Charles Wiedemann's health was deteriorating.
Carl did perhaps the noblest thing of his life—he
“took the rap" for his father and the others, paying
a $10,000 fine and completing eight months of a
two-year sentence in the federal penitentiary at At
lanta, Ga., before returning home for Thanksgiv
ing that year, in what may be one of the first "shock
probation" cases on record. Unfortunately, Carl

shuffleboard.
Carl also had an excellent education; he at
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While Carl was helping to manage the Wiede
mann Brewing Company, there were many lawsuits.
In 1927, for example, just as the federal government
was about to charge him and the corporation, Carl
was sued by the Frank Herschede Company of Cin
cinnati (jewelers) for the recovery of $996 due for
merchandise. In November ofthat year, even though
Carl was no longer racing any of his horses, the
Early-Daniel Company of Cincinnati sued him for
$165 for unpaid horse feedbills.
By 1940 Carl was gone from the brewing com
pany's management team. He spent his time in vari
ous drinking establishments in and around New
port. Yet he retained his all- important ownership
position at the brewery. The company kept him sat
isfied by sending him cash when needed, and when
the bar tab became large, it was not uncommon to
see a Wiedemann beer truck making aspecial deliv
ery to settle Carl's bill.
In 1951 Carl's boyhood home on Park Ave. was
sold to the Diocese of Covington for use as the resi
dence of its bishop. Locally owned beer companies
were rapidly becoming a thing of the past, and the
Wiedemann Brewing Company was no exception.
In 1967 the company was sold to the G. Heileman
Brewery of La Crosse, Wis. Carl Wiedemann, the
last of the family's owners, collapsed in February
1961 while living in Cincinnati and died later the
same day at Cincinnati's General Hospital. He was
68 years old. After a sedate funeral service at the
home of his sister Irma (Mrs. Charles T. Wagner),
in Cincinnati's fashionable Hyde Park neighbor
hood, he was buried in the family plot at Evergreen
Cemetery in Southgate.
“Brewery Head, Wiedemann, Is Dead," KP, Novem
ber 4, 1928, 1.
“Carl Wiedemann Not to Wed," NYT, December 27,
1923, 13.

"Carl Wiedemann of Newport Nominated First Two
Horses for Kentucky and Latonia Derbies,” KTS,
February 10, 1922,27.
“C.F. Wiedemann Succumbs at 68, KP, February 10,
1961, 1.

did not make it home before his father died of cir

rhosis of the liver on November 3, 1928.

Carl's annual trips to the Kentucky Derby in
Louisville were legendary. In the 1920s, during
Derby week, Carl seemed always to be trying to re
store the social good times that had taken place be
fore Prohibition. Louisville's society blue-bloods
and the ladies of the evening were enthralled as Carl
arrived in Louisville with a cold, fully loaded beer
truck, whose contents they consumed before Carl
left town.

“Kentucky Beauty Dies in 5-Story Fall." NYT, Octo
ber 26, 1921, 12.

“Newport Man Who Met with Injury That Will Keep
Him out of the Yale Line-up Saturday," KTS, Octo
ber 24, 1914, 12.

“Personals," KJ, May 19, 1892, 8.
“Wiedemann Heir Seeks Divorce from Mate,” KP.
March 27, 1930, 1.

Michael R. Sweeney
WIEDEMANN, CHARLES (b. June 16, 1858,
Cincinnati, Ohio; d. November 3, 1928, Cincin

nati, Ohio). Charles Frank Wiedemann served as

president of the George Wiedemann Brewing
Company of Newport from 1890 to 1928. Son of the
company's founder, George Wiedemann, Charles
was an effective businessman trained specifically
for this post in the family-controlled firm. He was
educated in Cincinnati and received his early
training in his father's brewery. From 1876 to 1877
he studied the technical and scientific aspects of
brewing in Munich, Germany. On his return to the
United States, he spent a year in Milwaukee before
rejoining his father in Newport. Charles served as
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superintendent of the firm, then vice president,
and finally president after the death of his father.
Under Charles's leadership, the brewery continued
to expand and to adopt the latest technological,
distributive, and commercial advances. According
to an 1894 source, "The high standing of the com
pany in the financial world is due in the main to
the business capacity of Charles Wiedemann."
In 1884 Charles married Elizabeth Wagner of
Newport. A daughter, Lena, was born to the couple

Langsam, Walter E. "Charles Wiedemann House,"
National Register of Historic Places Nomination,
1984, Kentucky Heritage Council, Frankfort, Ky.
"Newport, Kentucky Brewers Meet." CE, November
10, 1909, 11.

ucts under the name of Butcher and Wiedemann.

Ohio Death Certificate No.66931, for the year 1928.
Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky: Otto Zimmerman,

demann Brewery," KP, October 20, 2003,5K.

Margaret Warminski
WIEDEMANN

In 1882 he added the former Constans Brewery
at Monmouth and Liberty Sts. in Newport, near
where the CSX Railroad crosses over U.S. 27 to

1996.

Reis, Jim. "The Beer Baron: Local Man Founded Wie

in 1888, and a son, Carl, in 1892. Elizabeth died in

1896. In 1908 Charles married Alice Mellinger of
Covington.
During the 1880s Wiedemann resided in New
port on Jefferson St. (now W. Sixth St.), next to the
brewery. By the 1890s he had relocated to a Second
Empire-style brick house at 709 Overton St. in
East Newport. Before June 1900 he had moved into
a stately suburban residence commissioned by his
widowed mother, Agnes Rohmanns Wiedemann,
who had died in January 1899. He lived there, at

the brew. By the late 1870s, the brewery was the larg
estin Northern Kentucky. In 1878 Wiedemann ac
quired the entire firm, which continued to expand
under his leadership. The firm marketed its prod

BREWING

COMPANY.

1102 Park Ave. in the Cote Brilliante section of

During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the
George Wiedemann Brewing Company of New
port became one of the nation's largest and most
progressive breweries. Its history and that of the
chief officers of the firm—nearly all members of or
related by marriage to the Wiedemann family—
provides a microcosm of more than a century of
the beer industry in the United States, particularly

Newport, until his death. He was a good neighbor,

in the Midwest.

day. Ironically, the Constans operation had been
purchased by Wiedemann's former partner
Butcher in 1878 but went bankrupt two years later.
The scale of the Wiedemann Brewery's future
growth is suggested by Wiedemann's improve
ments at the Constans site: he built a large malt
house with a capacity of 200,000 bushels and a
grain elevator that stored 160,000 bushels. The
malthouse survived a near-catastrophic fire in 1890
and remained until it was torn down in the early
1980s.

in 1912, when the Roman Catholic church of St.

The company was founded by George Wiede

Francis de Sales was built at Chesapeake and

mann Sr. (ca. 1834–1890), whose sons Charles

Grand Aves. in Cote Brilliante, down the hill from

Frank (1857–1928) and George Jr. (1866–1901) car

In the late 1880s, Wiedemann began a major
expansion and modernization of the brewery fa
cilities, which came to occupy five acres in New
portat Sixth and Columbia Sts. Capitalizingon his
quarter century of experience, he built one of the
world's largest and most efficient breweries, de
signed by Newport architect Charles Vogel. The

his home, Wiedemann donated to the parish a
Verdin Company-made bell, which hung in the
church belfry until recent times.
In 1908 Wiedemann built a baseball park in
Newport's West End, home to a professional ball
team called the Brewers. The following year he
was elected president of the Kentucky Brewers

ried on the business after their father's death.

brew-house was five stories tall, and the stable

George Wiedemann Sr. was born and educated in
Saxony, Germany, and trained in the brewingbusi
ness there. After immigrating to the United States
in 1853, he spent a few years in New York State and
in Louisville before moving to Cincinnati. There,
he entered the business with George Frank Eichen

Association and also became a director of the

laub in Walnut Hills, a Cincinnati suburb. In 1860

Kentucky Manufacturers Association. He was a
director of the First National Bank of Newport
and of the Evergreen Cemetery Association.
He was a member of St. Paul's Episcopal Church

Wiedemann began work as the foreman of Cincin
nati's Kauffman Brewery.
In 1870 he became a partner of John Butcher,
proprietor of the small Jefferson Street Brewery in
Newport. Wiedemann's lager attracted many cus
tomers, who appreciated his use of the finest ingre
dients and the traditional German preparation of

in Newport.

Wiedemann was no stranger to controversy.
In 1908 he threatened to callin a $3,000 debt owed

housed up to 150 horses. In 1893 masterarchitects
Samuel Hannaford and Sons of Cincinnati,

who also designed George Wiedemann's widow's
residence at 1102 Park Ave. in Newport's Cote
Brilliante district, designed the company's ornate

offices. The new plant brewed controversy, how
ever, when it resulted in the displacement of the
Corinthian Baptist Church, an African Ameri
can congregation. Temperance and prohibition
advocates denounced the move as an assault on

religion in Newport.
By 1889 three of Wiedemann's brands—
StandardLager, ExtraPalelager,and Muenchener—
were sold widely in Kentucky, Ohio, and Tennessee.

to the brewery by St. Mark Lutheran Church in
East Newport, despite claims that that the pay
ment would bankrupt the congregation. In 1910 a
Mrs. Murphy fell to her death in an elevator shaft
in the Altamont Springs Hotel in Fort Thomas,
of which he was a co-owner. Her death resulted in
a $31,000 lawsuit. Wiedemann sold his interest in

the hotel to his partner in 1916. In 1928 the federal
government prosecuted the Wiedemann Brewery
for making illegal alcohol. Charles, confined to
his home by a two-year illness, never appeared in

º
|

court. Hisson, Carl Wiedemann, took the blame
for the crimes of his father and others. In 1928
Charles Wiedemann died of cirrhosis of the liver

º

at Jewish Hospital in Cincinnati, just as his trial
was about to start. His widow, Alice, was his sole

beneficiary, inheriting the Cote Brilliant mansion
and $250,000. Charles Wiedemann was buried

in the family plot in Evergreen Cemetery in
Southgate.
History of Cincinnati and Hamilton County. Cin
cinnati: S. B. Nelson, 1894.

Holian, Timothy. Over the Barrel. The Brewing
and Beer Culture of Cincinnati. Vol. 1, 1800–
Prohibition. St. Joseph, Mo.; Sudhaus Press, 2000.
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In 1890, after the death of George Sr., his two sons,
Charles and George Jr., took over operations of the
brewery, incorporating it as the George Wiede
mann Brewing Company. By the 1900s the brew
ery was the largest south of the Ohio River and east
of the Mississippi River.
During Prohibition, Newport became a cen
ter for bootlegging, and the smell of mash hung
heavily over the city's West End. Like Cincinnati
breweries, Wiedemann's tried to survive the dry
years by producing nonalcoholic brews. Through
out the 1920s, they also distilled millions of gal
lons of alcohol for “industrial purposes.” At least
half was the specially denatured variety used by
the area's bootlegging kingpin George Remus.
Wiedemann's became one of Remus's biggest sup
pliers but was able to evade close scrutiny because
of Remus's political connections with prominent
Republicans. In 1927 the company was charged by
the federal government with producing more than
1.5 million gallons of illegal brew in violation of
the Volstead Act, and the brewery was padlocked

and closed. Carl Wiedemann, the grandson of
George Sr. and the son of Charles Wiedemann,
took the blame and served eight months of a two
year sentence in a federal penitentiary.
The Wiedemann Brewery reopened in 1933, fol
lowing the repeal of Prohibition. It was reorganized
in 1937 under the leadership of H. Tracy Balcom Jr.,
a grandson of the founder. Members of the family,
who owned all the stock, continued to serve as its

chief officers and spent a million dollars moderniz
ing the plant. In the postwar era, Wiedemann's re
mained one of the most viable Cincinnati-area in

dependent beer producers. Production grew from
150,000 barrels in 1938 to 850,000 barrels by 1955.
New programs, such as year-round newspaper ad
vertising, and new brands, such as the premium
Royal Amber, contributed to its success.
Beginning in the 1950s, massive consolidation
transformed the brewing industry. Heavily adver

later redeveloped as the Campbell Co. Justice Cen
ter. A Thriftway supermarket, built on part of the
acreage, closed in 2004.

Campbell Co. Historical Society. Campbell County,
Ky: The Campbell Co. Historical Society, 1994.
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Cincinnati Historical Society, 1988.
Holian, Timothy. Over the Barrel: The Brewing
and Beer Culture of Cincinnati. Vol. 1, 1800–
Prohibition. St. Joseph, Mo.; Sudhaus Press, 2000.
Langsam, Walter E. “Charles Wiedemann House,”

National Register of Historic Places Nomination,
1984, Kentucky Heritage Council, Frankfort, Ky.
Purvis, Thomas L., ed. Newport, Kentucky: A Bicen
tennial History. Newport, Ky: Otto Zimmerman,
1996.

“Wiedemann Plant Delivers First Beer since Prohibi
tion," KP, December 15, 1933, 1.
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June 4, 2008).
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WILDLIFE AREAS IN OWEN CO. In Owen

Co., two wildlife management refuges help to
maintain the natural habitat for this part of the
Northern Kentucky region, while providing non
commercial recreational opportunities to those
who visit. In the northwestern area of the county,
just north of Moxley, along Ky. Rt. 355 and the Ken
tucky River, is the Twin Eagle Wildlife Area. Estab
lished in 1962, this 166-acre tract is owned and

WILDER. Wilder, situated along the Licking
River and the AA Highway (Ky. Rt. 9 or Licking
Pk) in northwestern Campbell Co., was incorpo
rated in 1935. Settlement in the area dates back to

1789, when Maj. David Leitch founded Leitch's
Station nearby. The city and its environs have long
had an industrial focus. The local 1883 Lake atlas

describes the area as including Wilders Station,
Finchtown, and Summerhill. Theatlas shows a dis

tillery, an icehouse, railroad yards, and the Licking
Turnpike (a toll road). The Licking Turnpike (now
Licking Pk) was originally built by the Trapp Fam
ily and later sold to the Commonwealth of Ken
tucky. The name Wilder comes from Wilder Sta
tion, a railroad depot that operated during the early
days of the city. Either named for a Covington eye
doctor or a member of the Louisville and Nash

ville Railroad (L&N) Board of Directors, Wilder

has always had an association with the Licking
River and the railroad.

On the hills of Wilder during the Civil War,
fortifications were built in 1862 to fend offa Confed

had allowed their production facilities to become
outdated. Wiedemann's kept itself competitive by
investing in new technology, but it faced an uncer
tain future because national producers could af.
ford to undersell its price and weaken customer
loyalty.
In 1967 the Wiedemann Brewery was absorbed
as an independent division by the Heileman Brew
ing Company of La Crosse, Wis. The Wiedemann
brand proved profitable, but its production facili
ties were no longer cost-effective. In 1983 Heile
man closed the Newport plant and shuttered the
buildings. Because the Wiedemann Brewing Com
pany had been the largest employer in Newport,
the closure cost 400 regular jobs, reduced munici
pal payroll taxes by one-eighth, and slashed the
Newport water department's annual revenues.
During the 1980s a commercial developer, Na
tional Redevelopment Inc., proposed reusing the

erate invasion of the region. Remnants of Wilder's
Battery Holt remain on the tall hill overlooking the
Licking River valley just above and behind today's
United Dairy Farmers Store at Licking Pk. and

retail center called Wiedemann Square. The project
won a federal Urban Development Action Grant
but was never built. By the 1990s the entirebrewery
complex had been demolished. Part of the land was

An Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Coun
ties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1883.
Kentucky, 200 Years, 1794–1994. Alexandria,

Giglierano, Geoffrey J., and Deborah A. Overmyer.

tised national brands took overlocal breweries that

Wiedemann Brewery buildings as an office and
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Moock Rd (see Civil War Fortifications). A race

track named the Queen City Track operated from
the 1890s until 1905 in the river valley area where
Newport Steel is located. A street at the site of the
defunct racetrack is named Queen City Ave.
Wilder's riverfront and hills today are occupied
by Newport Steel, the Frederick's Landing recre
ation area, and Bobby Mackey's Music World
(formerly the Latin Quarter). Carlisle Construc

managed by the Kentucky Department of Fish and
Wildlife Resources. It runs along the steep Ken
tucky River terrace, consisting of woods, croplands,
grasslands, and sloughs. Doves, rabbits, quail, deer,
turkeys, and sometimes ducks can be seen there.
Hiking, climbing, and fishing are permitted, but no
camping. Included within its boundaries are 70
acres of river-bottom cropland.
The second wildlife refuge in Owen Co., also
owned and managed by the Department of Fish
and Wildlife Resources, is the Kleber Wildlife

Area. It is in the southern part of the county, west
of Harmony, along Ky. Rt. 368 (Cedar Rd.), near
the Franklin Co. line. It lies between U.S. 127 and

Ky. Rt. 227. In April 1953 the State of Kentucky
purchased 750 acres of land to establish this wild
life refuge. Approximately 75 percent of the initial
cost was funded by the will of John A. Kleber, a
longtime Frankfort businessman. Today, the ref.
uge has expanded to 2,556 acres and extends into
Franklin Co. Hiking is available over terrains of
steep hillsides, narrow ridges, and floodplains full
of woods, brush, grasslands, and wildlife food
plots.Quail, deer, squirrels, rabbits, turkeys, ground
hogs, and raccoons can be observed. Bluegill fish
ing is permitted at the refuge's small pond and in
Cedar Creek. Hiking and primitive camping are
also allowed. This is the site of the annual Christ

mas Bird Count conducted by the Frankfort Bird
Club and the Frankfort Audubon Society.
Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky: Standard,
1976.

WILEMAN, ABRAM G., MAJOR (b. 1821,

tion (now Maxim), the Castellini Produce Ware

Stark Co., Ohio; d. October 5, 1863, Knoxville,

house, Queen City Ice, and Sun Rock Farm are

Pendleton Co., Ky). Abram Wileman, a physician
and a Civil War major, was the son of Mahlon and
Elizabeth Logue Wileman, Quakers who moved to

other businesses in the area. Wilder built a new

city building in 2000. The reconstructed Ky. Rt. 9,
or AA Highway, and I-275 provide easy access to
the city, where many new homes, condominiums,
and apartments have been built. A movie theater, a
sports complex, restaurants, and other businesses
are located at the intersection of I-275 and the AA

Stark Co., Ohio, from Columbiana Co., Ohio. In

1858, after having lived in Pendleton Co. for three
years, Abram Wileman divorced his wife Elizabeth
and married Parthenia A. Race of Pendleton Co.

Highway. In 2000 Wilder had a population of

They resided along the Falmouth-Knoxville Rd.
(Ky. Rt.467). During the Civil War, Abram enlisted

2,624.

in 1861 on the Union side and was commissioned a
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captain in the 18th Kentucky Infantry. He saw ac
tion in several battles as an infantryman and was
promoted to major. During the battle of Chicka
mauga, Tenn., in September 1863, Wileman suf.
fered a gunshot wound in his left forearm and re
turned home to recuperate. On the evening of
October 5, 1863, while he sat in his parlor with his
wife and some neighbors, Confederate guerrillas
burst in, reportedly under Gen. John C. Brecken
ridge's command. They took $200 from Wileman's
neighbors but got nothing from the doctor. The in

mouth, Ohio, leading into Lewis Co., Ky. Known
as the U.S. Grant Bridge, it opened for moving traf.

ries suffered in a fall outside Riverfront Stadium in

fic on October 16, 2006.

Cincinnati.

"słm Bridge Opens." CPJanuary 13, 2001,7A.

Ancestry.com. Kentucky Birth Index. www.ancestry

WILLIAMS, BRIAN P. (b. May 8, 1972, Cov.
ington, Ky; d. September 11, 2001, New York City).

Boehmker, Terry. "CovCath Grad Worked on 104th
Floor Office." KP September 12, 2001, 1K.
Williams, Ken, father of Brian. Telephone interview
by Jack Wessling, March 23, 2006.

vaders took Wileman a mile and a half down the

were Ken Jr., Andy, and Tara. Brian attended St.
Pius X Grade School in Edgewood and Coving
ton Catholic High School in Park Hills. He was
an excellent student and also earned varsity letters
in basketball, football, and trackin high school. He
then attended Columbia University in New York
City, majoring in economics, and after graduation
began working as an agency salesman for Cantor
Fitzgerald, investment bankers in New York City.

road and murdered him with a shot through the
head.

Wileman's murder emphasizes how divided
Pendleton Co. was by the Civil War. Generally
speaking, the northern part of the county was pro
Union, and the southern area, around Morgan and
McKinneysburg, favored the Confederacy. Al
though the incident was investigated by the Union
deputy provost marshal of Pendleton Co., no legal
action ensued. Dr. Wileman's widow and three
children moved to Stark Co., Ohio, and Wileman

was buried at the Marlboro Cemetery, near Marl
boro, Ohio.

Belew, Mildred Boden. The First 200 Years of Pend
leton County. Falmouth, Ky: M. B. Belew, n.d. Ica.
1994].
Warner, W.A. Paris (Ky.) Western Citizen, October
23, 1863.

Wileman, A. G. Military Payroll and Service Rec
ords, National Archives, Washington, D.C.
Mildred Belew

WILLIAM H. HARSHA BRIDGE. The Wil

liam H. Harsha Bridge across the Ohio River, lo
cated 2.8 miles downstream from the Simon Ken

ton Memorial Bridge at Maysville, was dedicated
on October 9, 2000, and was opened to traffic in
January 2001. It was named for William H. Harsha,
the longtime southern Ohio U.S. congressman
from Portsmouth, Ohio, who served what was then

ily. In 1994 their son Ken Jr. died from head inju

.com (accessed March 27, 2006).

Brian Patrick Williams, a victim of 9/11, was the
third of four children born to Kenneth E. and
Kathleen G. Burke Williams. The other children

His office was located on the 104th floor of the

WorldTrade Center. On September 11, 2001, when
the two hijacked airliners crashed into the Twin
Towers, Brian's family feared the worst but prayed
for the best. They watched the television news and
anxiously sat by their telephone, hoping to hear
from Brian, but the call nevercame. The family was
able to make contact with Brian's girlfriend, Lisa
Kraus, in New York City, but she indicated that she
had also been trying in vain to reach him. Some of
Brian's New York City friends made the rounds of
area hospitals, but those trips yielded no informa
tion about him. The FBI hotline that was set up to
provide the names of survivors, those injured, and
the known dead also gave no clue to Brian's where
abouts. After days of searching, Brian was still
listed as missing. Some of his remains later were
recovered, however, and returned to his grieving
family. Prayer services were held at Covington
Catholic High School, and a memorial Mass was
held in his honor. His remains were buried in the

Mother of God Cemetery in Covington. This trag
edy was the second endured by the Williams fam

the Sixth District of Ohio for 20 years (1961–1981).
Construction began in April 1997. It is Kentucky's
first cable-stayed suspension bridge, located at
Charleston Bottoms, the bridge has two 12-foot
auto lanes and two 12-foot shoulders. The bridge's
five spans total a length of 2,100 feet, and for much
of that distance the bridge hangs from two 343
foot-tall dominating H-shaped towers. Simply put,
the bridge's design allows for movement to take
place without any noticeable effect on the structure
itself. Built at a cost of $37 million, the bridge does
not replace the nearby Simon Kenton Bridge but
complements it by diverting the heavy transient
truck traffic from downtown Maysville, while en
couraging the overall economic development of the
area. The William H. Harsha Bridge provides an
easy link between the AA Highway in Kentucky

WILLIAMS, CAROLINE “LINE” (b. Novem

ber 10, 1908, Covington, Ky; d. March 9, 1988,
Burlington, Ky.) Caroline Williams, the daughter
of nationally recognized Cincinnati Enquirer art
ist Carll B. Williams and Mary Teal Williams, was
an artist, a historian, a printer, and a writer. She
was best known for her pen and ink drawings but
also known for the masterful etchings she used on
her own press and for her charm, warmth, sense of
humor, and rugged individualism. Caroline spent
her first five years in Kentucky. The family lived at
various residences in Northern Kentucky until
1913, when they bought a home in Cincinnati. At
age five Caroline picked up a pen and found her
calling in art. She received her education at Cin
cinnati's Hughes High School, the University of
Cincinnati (attending for one year), the Art Acad.
emy of Cincinnati, and the Art Students League in
New York City.
Early in her career, Williams was keenly inter
ested in portraiture; however, during the Great
Depression it was difficult to make a living as a
freelance artist. Four years after her father's death
in 1928, the blue-eyed, slender Williams followed
in her father's footsteps and began working for the
Cincinnati Enquirer, where he had been artistic
director, in March 1932. She did miscellaneous

tasks, including some illustrating, and ran er
rands. Cincinnati artist E. T. Hurley, a friend to
both Caroline and her father, had a strong influ
ence on her.

After seven months with the Enquirer, she
showed a few incidental sketches of city scenes to a
managing editor, and the idea of a regular weekly
feature entitled A Spot in Cincinnati was born. Her
first sketch for this column was a skylineview from
Liberty Hill, in the Mount Auburn section of Cin
cinnati, which appeared in the Enquirer in Novem
ber 1932. Hersketches were in charcoal, ink, or pen.
Occasionally, she would photograph a scene and

then complete the sketch at home. She spent long
hours at the Public Library of Cincinnatiand Ham
ilton Co. and at the Cincinnati Historical Society,
researchingold buildings and sites. Herdrawings of
spots around Cincinnatiappeared in the Enquirer's
Sunday editorial pages for 47 years. At first, staff
writers were assigned to write captions for Wil
liams's sketches, but when the caption was missing
one week, she took on the task herself. Soon readers

and U.S. 52 in Ohio. Sometime in the future, the

began to look forward to her personal comments

William H. Harsha Bridge may become part of the
proposed highway between Lexington, Ky and Co

about each scene. Later some of her sketches fea

lumbus, Ohio.

A similar type of bridge was constructed along
the Ohio River upstream from Maysville at Ports

Brian Patrick Williams, June 2001.

tured sites in Northern Kentucky and Indiana. Wil
liams remained at the Enquirer until 1945, when
she begana freelance career; however, she continued
her A Spot in Cincinnati for the newspaper.

WILLIAMS, ELLISON E.

awarded for her book Cincinnati—Steeples,
Streets, and Steps, which included 96 of her
sketches. Williams carried out every aspect of her
sketches, from the drawing, to the handset type, to
the printing. She also received a citation by the
Ohioana Literary Association for distinguished

Caroline Williams.

that she had done more to publicize Greater Cin
cinnati's and Northern Kentucky's beauty than
any other person. Until she received the Sachs
prize, Williams had refused Enquirer readers a
visit to her home. After that, however, she permit
ted publication of a pictorial tribute, a photograph

God Catholic Church. Interview by Rick Sack

Motor Corps, transporting blood donors at a time
when gasoline was rationed. They also drove bus
loads of soldiers from their base at Cincinnati's

(1946).

Lunken Airport to the city.
In 1941 Williams designed a stylized map of
Cincinnati, which was sold during the Christmas

the Committee to Defend America, where she met

its secretary, Dorothy Caldwell. They became fast
and lifelong friends. During World War II, both
women volunteered for the American Red Cross

mous art gallery and furniturestore. Between 1943

Williams's sketches showed up on napkins,
checks, and plastic placemats. In 1973 Cincinnati's
Newstedt, Loring, Andrews Jewelers sent her to
Europe to develop a series of her sketches of scenes
for English Wedgewood collector plates. At the

and 1945, she also sold real estate for the Morton

time of her death, the 1988 commemorative Caro

Bruce Company. At the same time, her sketches
were in great demandatgalleries across the city. In
March 1942 Closson's Gallery exhibited her draw:
ings and etchings of towns in Quebec, Canada,
made during a tourthere with her friend Dorothy

line Williams plates of Winton Place Railroad Sta
tion awaited shipment from England.

season at Closson's, downtown Cincinnati's fa

Caldwell.

Near the end of World War II, Williams pur
chased 52 acres in Burlington, which included two
log cabins that she converted into a single two
storylog cabin home, doing much of the carpentry
herself. Her mother resided with her. Williams set

up her presses (she eventually had four) in a corn
crib and a smokehouse on the property. One of her
favorite pastimes was fishing in her pond.
The mix of past and present was an ever-present

Herlast two sketches, Cincinnati's Plum Street

Temple and St. Peter in Chains Cathedral, ap
peared in 1979, when Williams was 71 years old.
She stopped making sketches for the newspaper in
early December 1980 and spent her final yearscre
ating watercolors in the style she had studied at the
Sorbonne in Paris. One of her last watercolors was

Mother of God Church, Covington, Ky., painted
at the request of Gerald Bogenschutz, a United
Parcel Service driver who delivered supplies to
Williams for nearly 20 years. He was a member of
Mother of God Catholic Church, and in late

summer 1987, he asked her to donate a painting to

theme of Williams's work well into the 1960s. She

an auction for the benefit of the church's restora

tion, following a $1.5 million fire. She responded
generously with this watercolor painting.
Williams died in her sleep at her log cabin in
1988 and was buried with her family at the Forest
Hill Cemetery in Shelbyville, Ind. Shortly after
her death, the Chidlaw Gallery at the Art Acad
emy of Cincinnati presented an exhibition in
honor of the City of Cincinnati's Bicentennial that
included her treasured drawings, etchings, and

has a passion for old architecture. She weeps when a
building goes."
Williams made original drawings for many
corporations, including Christmas cards for the
Fifth Third Bank of Cincinnati. Her snow scenes,

watercolors as well as illustrations and cartoons

including Methodist Church of Florence (March
12, 1950); The Residence of Dr. George C. Kolb
(on Belmont Ave. in Cincinnati) (February 26,
1939); and Pershing Avenue, off Main Street in
Covington (December 23, 1956), were especially

by her father, Carl Williams; there were 60 works
in all. She had kept the originals of most of her
weekly entries in the Enquirer. The funds derived

well received.

steder, December 11, 2006, Covington, Ky.
"Caroline Williams, Artist: Works Appeared on En
quirer Editorial Page." CE, March 10, 1998, D2.
Conrad, Mary T. "Remembering Caroline, QCH48,
no. 3 (Fall 1990): 17-21.

Cox, Mary. "As Always... Caroline." Art Academy
News, May–June 1988, 11.

Findsen, Owen. "An Artist's View of the City." CE,
August 5, 1988, B1.

"Log Home Perfect for Artist's Press." CE, No.
vember 28, 1999, F4.
Green, Joe. "Have You Met? Caroline Knits No More!"

CE, July 22, 1961, 11.
Kain, Allan. "Caroline Williams," CE, May 26, 1963,

supplement, 20–21.
Redman-Rengstorf, Susan. "The Queen City through
the Eyes of Caroline Williams," QCH48, no. 3 (Fall
1990);3–16.

Stein, Jerry. "Capturing City Spirit in Pen, Ink." CP
August 5, 1988, B7.

Williams, B. Y., and Annette Patton Cornell, poems;
Caroline Williams, drawings. Garland for a City.
Cincinnati: Talaria, 1946.

Williams, Caroline. "Pershing Avenue, off Main Street
in Covington," CE, December 23, 1956, sec. 3, p. 2.
Richard M. Sacksteder

expressed frustration oversome people's urge to tear
down mellow old buildings. She became, for many
Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky residents, the
artist of the region's immediate past. Kentucky au
thor Jesse Stuart wrote, "Artist Caroline Williams

destructive urban renewal.
Canfield, Victor, cochair of restoration, Mother of

Williams published five books, The City on
Seven Hills (1938), Mirrored Landmarks of Cin
cinnati (1939), As Always—Cincinnati (1951);
Cincinnati Scenes: Steeples, Streets, and Steps
(1962), and Louisville Scenes(1971). The Enquirer
produced the first of her books, and some of the
laterworks were published in her Penandhoe Print
Shop. She also produced illustrations for the liter
ary magazine Talaria between 1936 and 1953, in
cluding the Talaria book Garland for a City

cerned about the rise of Nazi aggression, she joined

Much of old Cincinnati and Northern Ken

tucky would have been forgotten without the
sketches and paintings of Caroline Williams, who
preserved the images of the past during a time of

service to Ohio in the cause of the arts. It was said

of her seated in her home.

In the late 1930s, when Williams became con
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from the exhibition were used for the Caroline

Williams Scholarship Fund at the academy. The
original drawings for the Enquirer series became
the property of the Cincinnati Historical Society,

In 1962 Williams received the Cincinnati In
stitute of Fine Arts award. She was the first woman

and more than 1,200 of them were offered for sale

to receive the Rosa F. and Samuel B. Sachs Prize,

in February 1994.

WILLIAMS, ELLISON E. (b. April 19, 1766,
North Carolina; d. August 11, 1850, Kenton Co., Ky.)
Ellison Williams, a Northern Kentucky pioneer and
road-builder, arrived in Kentucky with his family in
1775. He was present at Bryants Station in August
782 when it was attacked by Simon Girty and his
band of pro-British Indians. Williams became a
friend and favorite hunting companion of Daniel
Boone. After Williams came to Kenton Co. in 1785,

heand his brother built the first house in Covington,

near the mouth of the Licking River. Ellison Wil.
liams settled on a farm along what became the
Banklick Turnpike, eight miles south of Covington,
and lived there for some 65 years. He built many
roads in Northern Kentucky, as the early Campbell
Co. court order books attest, and was often a guide
and escort for travelers between Northern Kentucky
and Lexington. During Mad Anthony Wayne'scam
paign against the Indians in northern Ohio (1793–
1794), Williams had the contract to supply Wayne's
army withvenison and wildgame, which, according
to records, he did quite satisfactorily. When Daniel
Boone's remains were re-interred in Kentucky at the
Frankfort Cemetery in 1845, Williams was a pall
bearer, and at that time he requested that his own re
mains eventually be placed near Boone's grave. Wil
liams died at his farm in 1850. In May 1860, in re
sponse to an 1860 order of the Kentucky legislature,
his remains were moved to Frankfort for reburial

near Boones. Williams was known as a goodwoods
man, a fearless man, and a true friend.

"Ellison Williams," CJ, May 26, 1860.2.
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WILLIAMS, GLENROSE

WILLIAMS, GLENROSE (b. January 4, 1921,
Bullittsville, Boone Co., Ky.; d. April 26, 2008, Bur
lington, Ky.) Edith Glenrose Williams, who was a
Boone Co. sheriff, was the daughter of J. T. "Jake"
and Edith Carpenter Williams. In 1944, while
serving as sheriff of Boone Co., her father died sud
denly, and Glenrose Williams was appointed the
first female sheriff in Boone Co. Williams had

served as a deputy sheriff for her father, doing
bookkeeping work. After his death, many people
felt a woman could not carry out the job of sheriff
However, Boone Co. judge Carroll Cropper dis
agreed and recommended her appointment, which
was approved by Kentucky governor Simeon S.
Willis (1943–1947). The news of Williams's ap
pointment to the sheriff position was published in
newspapers as far away as Hawaii.
During Williams's tenure, the gambling inter
ests prevalent in Campbell and Kenton counties
wanted to expand into Boone Co., setting up a con
frontation between the female sheriff and a repre
sentative of the Chicago mob. The big test came
when the mob brought gamblingjust over the Boone
Co. border to a location along the Dixie Highway
(U.S. 25). Accompanied by her deputy, Williamsen
tered the building, and a member of the mob ap
proached her, smiling. In plain sight, in the front
room of the building, was a bank of slot machines,
and in the back other forms of gambling were oc
curring. Sheriff Williams arrested the mobster for
gambling with the slot machines and ordered him
to appear in court in the morning. He was never
seen in Boone Co. again, and gambling did not
spread to Boone Co. The confiscated slot machines
were smashed with a sledge hammer, which Wil
liams wielded for the first blow. The all-iron ma

chines were destroyed on thesidewalkin front of the
old courthouse, in public, as demanded by state law.
Williams did not seek another term because she

did not expect to win. Her term as sheriff ran from
1944 to 1946, filling out her father's elected term. In
later years, one time when Williams was leaving
Flick's Grocery in Burlington, a young woman asked
if she could help the elderly Williams with her bags.
The young woman was a Boone Co. deputy sheriff,
and when Williams told her that she had once been

sheriff, the deputy was not able to believe her. Wil
liams's husband, Byron Kinman, was the first police
chief of the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky In
ternational Airport and at one time also served as
the sheriff of Boone Co. He died in 2006. Glenrose
Williams died in 2008 and was buried in Florence

Cemetery.
Ancestry.com. "Kentucky Birth Index, 1911–1999."
www.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=8788 (ac
cessed December 4, 2006).

Ohio, she was educated in the Columbus public
schools, attended Ohio Wesleyan College, and
graduated from the University of Louisville with a
degree in political science. She was employed in
the corporate business world as a legal secretary, a
paralegal, and a mutual fund product manager; she
worked for law firms, two banks (including Cin
cinnati's Fifth Third), and a Fortune 500 corpora
tion. She gave up her career in the corporate world
to pursue her passion for writing and published
her first book at age 48. She is currently the author
of four novels: Dancing on the Edge of the Roof
(2002), The Shade of My Own Tree(2003), On the
Right Side of a Dream (2005) (a Kentucky Educa
tional Television Book Club discussion selection),

and Girls Most Likely (2006). Her novels often
deal with women “finding themselves" by over
coming issues such as domestic violence and pur
suing their personal dreams in the popular ro
mance genre. Her novel Dancing on the Edge of
the Roof was nominated for the Kentucky Literary
Award in 2005. Sheila and her husband moved to

Cincinnati in 1999 and three years later moved to
Newport, where they currently reside.
Sheila Williams. www.sheilajwilliams.com/ (accessed
June 2007).
Wecker, David. “Former Exec Finds Niche as Author.”

www.cincypost.com/2003/11/20/weckerl 12003
.html (accessed june 2007).

Danny Miller
WILLIAMSON, JOHN A. (b. July 9, 1826,
Portsmouth, Ohio; d. July 7, 1898, Newport, Ky).
Riverboat captain and bridge-builder John Allen
Williamson was the son of Samuel and Mary Slack
Williamson. The family arrived in Newport in
1833, and Samuel died of cholera soon afterward.

Co. Bicentennial Book Committee, 1998.

Robert Schrage

January 9, 1995,4K.

Tenkotte, Paul A. "Rival Cities to Suburbs. Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

WILLIAMSTOWN. This city, which is the seat
of Grant Co., is located at the junction of U.S. 25,
Ky. Rt. 22, and Ky. Rt. 467, east of I-75. The city is
near the site of Littell's Station, which was estab

lished above the North Branch of Fork Lick by
James Littell (1754–1833) and his wife, Michah
Standiford, in about 1792. Their son William Lit
tell (1789–1823) was instrumental in the creation
of Grant Co. in 1820. Williamstown was laid out

on land owned by Capt. William Arnold, who
served in the Virginia line in the Revolutionary
War, moved to Kentucky in the 1780s, and also
fought in the Indian Wars, including Harmar's
1790 campaign, during which he was wounded. By
July 1809, the area had a post office called Arnold's.
In 1820 Captain Arnold donated land on which to
build public buildings for the newly established
county of Grant. The county court met in June
1820 at the new town of "Philladelphia [sic]." How
ever, the state soon informed the county leaders
that there was already a city in Kentucky by that
name and that they would have to choose another.
The name was changed to William's Town, in
honor of William Arnold and also, presumably,
William Littell, the surveyor of the county court.
In the early 1820s, a jail and a courthouse were
completed and the Grant Seminary opened. By
1822 a post office was established with the name of
Williamstown Court House. An official plat of the
city showed 99 one-fourth-acre lots on a 25-acre
site.

Son John became a steamboat pilot by age 18 and
soon owned part of a line of boats operating on the

The first church located at Williamstown was

lower Ohio River. Williamson was a successful

the Mount Nebo Church of Christ, organized in
1822 and closed by 1824. Other denominations

steamboat captain for many years. In 1866 he

leased the Newport and Cincinnati Ferry. In 1867
he was president of the Newport City Council. In
1884 he began to formulate plans for a bridge across
the Ohio at Newport. He organized the companies
to build it, incorporating them as the Central Rail
way and Bridge Company in Kentucky and the
Central Bridge Company in Ohio; he was the presi
dent of both companies. His bridge, known as the
Central Bridge, opened on August 29, 1891. It was
at the time the second-longest bridge in the United
States. In addition, Williamson was a bank presi
dent, was involved with the water company, served
as president of the Newport Light Company, and
consolidated the horse streetcar lines in Northern

Kentucky. He died in Newport in 1898 and was

Warner, Jennifer S. Boone County: From Mas
todons to the Millennium. Burlington, Ky: Boone

“Passed Away,” KP, July 8, 1898, 3.
Reis, Jim. “Central Bridge a Symbol of Pride,” KP,

buried at Evergreen Cemetery in Southgate. His
wife, Elizabeth Kirby Williamson, whom he had
married in 1848, and a son, Lawrence, survived
him. His estate was valued at one-half million dol
lars. Williamson was also the uncle of well-known

Newport-born suffragette Josephine William
WILLIAMS, SHEILA (b. December 13, 1954,
Columbus, Ohio). Novelist Sheila Williams is the

son Henry.

daughter of James W. Williams Jr. and Myrtle
Jones Humphrey. Born and reared in Columbus,

Biographical Cyclopedia of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky. Chicago. John M. Gresham, 1896.

followed: the Williamstown Particular Baptist
Church in 1826, the Williamstown Christian
Church in about 1827, the Williamstown Method

ist Church (see Williamstown United Method

ist Church) in 1847, the Williamstown Baptist
Church in 1878, and the St. William Catholic
Church in 1893.

In the early nineteenth century, Abner Gaines
(see Gaines Tavern) began operating a stagecoach
line through the county. By the mid-1830s Robert
Coleman had opened a blacksmith shop on the cor
ner of Main and Mill Sts. From the 1820s through
the 1840s, many taverns or inns were opened in

Williamstown, to serve the growing needs of stage
coach travelers along the Covington and Lexing
ton Turnpike.
Diseases such as cholera and typhoid fever of
ten struck the city, killing many citizens. Fires were
also a constant threat, and at least three times fire

destroyed most of the frame buildings in town. In
1859 a group of Williamstown businessmen pur
chased six acres of land on which to establish the

Williamstown Municipal Cemetery.
In the early years, the town grew slowly; by
1870 it had only 281 residents. The city's first news

WiLLIAMSTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH
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the leadership of its first pastor, Rev. C. H. McDow
ell, who resigned three months later. S. H. Burgess
(1878–1886) replaced him as the church's minister.
Church services continued to be held in the court

house until the church's first building, located on
the east side of Mill St. in Williamstown, was com

pleted atacost of $3,000 and dedicated in July 1883.
In August 1889, to provide increased opportunities
for fellowship with neighboring churches, the
church requested dismissal from the Elkhorn Bap
tist Association and accepted membership in the
Crittenden Baptist Association in June 1890.
Between 1902 and 1910, the Williamstown

Baptist Church suffered a series of problems, and as
a result, its membership declined from 200 to 114.
Finally, the church began to grow in service,
strength, and vision as membership returned to
200 by 1918. During the pastorate of John S. Rans
dell (1918–1922), the church made an important
decision, to move its 41-year-old church building

Cowº arouse Sºuare,

a º

from Mill St. to a more visible location in town

wrºto-ºº:

along Main St., at a cost of $8,000. The first service
Grant Co. Courthouse, Williamstown, ca. 1908.

paper, the Williamstown News, began publishing
on October 10, 1872, but ceased operations after
about six months. In 1874 another newspaper, the
Williamstown Sentinel, was begun. In 1879 the
Williamstown Courier was established, and it

merged in 1909 with the Grant Co. News, which
since that time has been the only newspaper serv
ing the city.
The first medical doctors to live and practice in
Williamstown were Dr. Wesley Tully and Dr. Sam
uel Tungate. In addition to being a physician, Dr.
Tully owned a general store on Main St., was a

trustee of the city and of the Seminary school, and
also served as deputy sheriff. The town's namesake,
William Arnold, died in 1836, and his wife died sev

eral years later. A two-story log house once owned
by the Arnold family has been restored and recently
relocated (see Arnold, William, and the Arnold
Log House).

During the Civil War, although Kentuckyat

at the new site was conducted on October 4, 1919,
self-sufficient when in the 1970s it also built a mod

ern sewage-treatment plant. By the mid-1950s, the
city had outgrown the existing lake, so a new, larger
one was built. Lake Williamstown, completed in
May 1957, not only provided additional water for
city growth but also offered recreational opportu
nities. In recent years there have been plans to en
largethelake and try to make it into a state park.
The greatest change in transportation to Wil
liamstown came in the 1960s, when I-75 was built

just west of the city. The expressway provided easy
access to most major cities in Northern and Cen
tral Kentucky. The 2003 completion of the Barnes
Rd. intersection off I-75 has further improved the
city's accessibility and has also provided an area for
new commercial development outside of the older
part of town. Williamstown is a fifth-class city gov
erned by a mayor and a six-member city council.
The 2000 census indicated that the city had a pop
ulation of 3,227.

tempted to remain neutral, several skirmishes oc
curred in and around Williamstown. Some of the

Chandler, Virgil, Sr. "William Arnold, First Sheriff of

citizens fought for the Union, while others fought
for the Confederacy, and many prominent citizens
were arrested and jailed for their allegiances. On

Grant County and Founder of Williamstown,
Grant County, Kentucky," Grant County Histori

cal Society Newsletter, no. 59 (June–July 1998).
365–70.

November 1, 1864, 32 Confederate soldiers raided

City of Williamstown. www.wtownky.org (accessed
the town, attempting to find a large cache of gov
ernment money that they believed was held in a

September 25, 2006).
Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil

vault at Tunis Hardware, but none was found. Af.

liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.

ter the fruitless search, the soldiers plundered the
store (see Williamstown Raid). After the end of

hostilities, the conflict gradually faded from mem
ory and life returned to normal.
Better access to the town was gained in 1877,

U.S. Census Bureau. "American FactFinder. DataSet.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent
Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
October 3, 2006).

when the Cincinnati-New Orleans and Texas Pa

cific Railroad (see Southern Railway) laid tracks
through the town and built a depot there. The train
provided residents with access to employment and
markets in Cincinnati and in the Georgetown
Lexington area in Kentucky. The city built a lake
and a water tower in 1929, to provide a safe water
supply for its residents. Williamstown became quite

WILLIAMSTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH. On

June 1, 1878, eight charter members in Williams
town organized the Williamstown Baptist Church,
which was sponsored by the Elkhorn Baptist Asso
ciation. The church was the fifth Baptist church in
Grant Co. Initially it met in the courthouse under

and church services were begun thereona full-time
basis in 1920. A later remodeling and expansion
project, costing $20,000, was finished in time for a
dedication service on October 2, 1938. A day-long
service was held celebrating the church's first 60
years. By that time, church membership had grown
to 363. The first parsonage, a five-room brickhouse
adjacent to the church, was built in 1949 foracost of
$12,569. In October 1955, the church called R. T.

Daugherty as pastor. Under his leadership, a new
building program began in January 1959, with the
purchase of 75 acres adjoining the church. The first
worship service in the new sanctuary was held on
January 24, 1971. The total cost of the building and
furnishings was $375,000.
Parkview Manor, a 34-unit complex for the el
derly, was built in 1980 under the sponsorship of
the Williamstown Baptist Church. The new com
plex was part of the vision of Rev. Daugherty. He
was named pastoremeritus upon his retirement af.
ter 24 years of service, 1955–1979, the longest pas
torate in the church's history. Rev. James P. Craig
myle, amissionary, was the next pastor(1990–1999);
he served the second-longest term of the church's
38 pastors. Between 1898 and 1994, the church li
censed five ministers to preach and four were or
dained to the ministry.
Through the years, the Williamstown Baptist
Church has been renowned for its emphasis on
music. Its music ministry legacy began in 1905,
with F. M. Clinkscales and his wife, Ann Blanchett

Clinkscales. Members of this family remain active
in the music ministry of the church.
In fall 2005 the Williamstown Baptist Church
began a campaign called "Challenge to Build." Its
purpose is to assistin building a $3 million expan
sion that will double the church facility's educa
tional space and provide a new multipurposewing.
Church membership has expanded to 740.
Church Records, Williamstown Baptist Church, Wil.
liamstown, Ky.
Caroline Ransdell
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WILLIAMSTOWN INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

WILLIAMSTOWN

INDEPENDENT

Williamstown Independent Schools, a district that
consists of two schools. In 1884, Grant Co. legisla
tor Judge C. C. Cram guided through the General
Assembly an act creating a graded free school in
Williamstown; in 1887, residents approved a tax

burial grounds of the Williamstown Particular
Baptist Church. It is not known who was the first
person buried in the cemetery, nor does it appear
that the grounds contain any Revolutionary War
veterans' graves. There is at least one War of 1812
veteran buried in the cemetery. Famous people in
terred there include Ziegfeld Follies girl Bertha
Opp, Caroline J. Marie Dupuy Blanchet (the first

for the school. The Williamstown Graded Free

woman to climb Mount Blanc), and Doris V.

School opened its doors in 1891 in a redbrickstruc
ture along Main St., containing four classrooms,
a principal's office, and an impressive 400-seat
chapel–lecture room. By 1892 the school had an
enrollment of 256. The following year, the institu
tion graduated its first high school class. By 1920 a
boosters club and a PTA were in operation, and in
that year the girls' basketball team won the cham
pionship in Northern Kentucky, despite having to
practice outdoors.
In March 1923, the old school building affec
tionately known as "the castle” burned, and classes
were held in various locations throughout Wil
liamstown until a new three-story brick school
building opened in 1924, which was used as a high
school until 1968. A school band was first orga

Clark. In the early 1960s, the Odor family con
structed a mausoleum on the grounds for its fam
ily members. Burials continue today at the ceme
tery at the rate of 50 per year.

SCHOOLS. There are two school districts within

Grant Co., the Grant Co. School District, and the

nized in 1938 and has flourished ever since.

In 1956 the school system was racially inte
grated. Shortly thereafter, a new building to house
kindergarten through the fourth grade was added to
the Main St. campus; in 1968 the last class graduated
from the Main St. School, a new one-story school
building at 300 Helton St., still in use, opened that
September. An elementary school addition was
completed in the 1990s.
The most famous graduate of the Williamstown
Independent Schools is Arnie Risen, of the high
school class of 1942, who played in the National
Basketball League and became the second person
from Northern Kentucky to be inducted into the
National Basketball Hall of Fame. The City of Wil
liamstown recently renamed Helton St., where the
schools are located, Arnie Risen Blvd. In 2006 the

total enrollment of the Williamstown Independent
Schools was 877, including 432 high school
students.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky., Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.
WILLIAMSTOWN

MUNICIPAL

CEME

TERY. Located just east of downtown Williams
town on the north side of Ky. Rt. 22, Williams
town Municipal Cemetery traces its beginnings to
1859, when a group of town leaders purchased
from Alfred Kendall six acres adjacent to the exist
ing cemetery of the Williamstown Particular Bap
tist Church. The Williamstown Cemetery Com
pany owned and administered the grounds until it
encountered financial problems during the Great
Depression. In the mid-1940s a new state law was
passed, which allowed the cemetery to be owned
and operated by the City of Williamstown; at that
time the cemetery was named the Williamstown
Municipal Cemetery. Several additions to the
property have been made over the years. In 1947,
for example, the cemetery took control of the old

Chandler, Virgil, Sr. The Williamstown Cemetery.
Williamstown, Ky. Grant Co. Historical Society,
1987.

Reis, Jim. "Cemeteries,” KP April 21, 1986,4K.
WILLIAMSTOWN RAID. At 3:30 a.m., No

vember 1, 1864, a Confederate Cavalry force of 32
men commanded by Col. Robert J. Breckinridge
and Maj. Theophilus Steele (the son and son-in-law
of Rev. Robert J. Breckinridge of Fayette Co.) con
ducted a raid on Williamstown, Ky. The raiders
expected to capture a large sum of U.S. Govern
ment money that they had been informed was in

In 1892 the Williamstown Methodist Preaching
Circuit also included Bethel Grove. In 1915 the
Williamstown Methodist Church became a sta

tion church, with Rev. J. W. Carter as pastor.
During the pastorate of K.O. Potts (1937–1941),
a kitchen and classrooms were added, and there
was a service of dedication in 1941. Methodist

Bishop Darlington delivered the dedicatory ad
dress. At this time the church had two missionary
societies, the Women's Society of Christian Ser
vice, of which Mrs. L. M. Ackman was the first

president, and the Wesleyan Service Guild, whose
first president was Mrs. H.T. Matthews. During the
pastorate of Rev. C. B. Hogg (1961–1964), an educa
tional building was added to the church. The dedi
cation of a new church building by Rev. Charles
Perry, district superintendent of the Covington
Methodist District, took place on August 23, 1970.
In May 1971, a large portion of the church's indebt
edness was paid off through a substantial gift from
the estate of Rev. George Ammerman and his wife,
Nellie.
In 1939, after consolidation of the Methodist

Episcopal Church; the Methodist Episcopal Church,
South; and the Methodist Protestant Church, the

Williamstown church dropped the word South

the safe in N. C. Tunis's store in Williamstown. The

from its name. In 1968, when the Methodist Church

money had been removed already, but the raiders
found 30 U.S. muskets that they confiscated. The

and the Evangelical United Brethren Church
merged, the name was changed once again. The
church is now officially known as the Williams

raid was made without incident, and there was no

reprisal by the U.S. forces that were occupying the

town United Methodist Church.

In January 2004, under the leadership and pas

area.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County Wil
liamstown, Ky. Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.

torate of Christopher Morgan, the Williamstown
United Methodist Church purchased the building

the Methodist Church in Grant Co. Francis As

and parking area on the west side of the church
property in order to meet the immediate and long
term space needs of the church. Members and
friends now have access to ample parking near the
church. This space will be available for future class
room and activity uses as the church continues to

bury, Peter Cartwrite, William McKendree, and

grow.

John B. Conrad
WILLIAMSTOWN UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH. Little is known of the early history of

Barnabas McHenry are early preachers who trav
eled over large circuits, establishing churches
throughout the Kentucky Methodist District. More
than 100 years ago, Cartwrite visited the southeast
ern section of Grant Co., preached, and spent the
night at the old Ackman homestead, where L. A.
Ackman lived near Layton's chapel. In 1847, Wil
liam Tucker and his wife Elizabeth deeded a plot of

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County, Ken
tucky Williamstown, Ky. Grant Co. Historical
Society, 1993.
“Footsteps of the Past," Grant County News, histori
cal supplement, February 3, 1994, 2–5.
Williamstown

United

Methodist Church. www

Awilliamstownumc.com/History.aspx.
Marie Ackman

land in Williamstown to trustees of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, South. This is the present site of
the Williamstown United Methodist Church. In

WILLIAMSTOWN WOMEN’S CLUB. The

the late 1840s, Joseph Rand, a resident of Lexing.
ton, was pastor of the Crittenden Methodist
Preaching Circuit, which included all of Grant Co.
and part of Boone and Pendleton counties. It was a
three-week circuit and preaching was largely in
private homes. The Williamstown Methodist

Williamstown Women's Club began during the
early 1920s when a group of women organized the

Church was one of the two churches in the circuit.

Its old frame church building was destroyed by fire
in 1885, and for three years, the church held ser
vices in the courthouse. Under the leadership of
Dr. S. W. Spear, a brick church building was built
in 1888 and dedicated in 1891. It was part of the
Williamstown Methodist Preaching Circuit, shar
ing time with the Dry Ridge and Salem churches.

Welfare Club in Grant Co. The ladies met monthly
at the county courthouse and paid club dues of 10
cents per month. They visited the sick, donated food
for Christmas baskets, and brought fabrics to their
meetings to make clothing for the poor. In 1924 the
Welfare Club was reorganized as the Williamstown
Women's Club, with Mrs. Thomas W. Clark as its

first president.
In 1926, when the club affiliated with the
General Federation of Women's Clubs, it became

a part of one of the world's largest and oldest non
partisan, nondenominational women's volunteer

WILLOW RUN

service organizations. The club now gained an ex
panded role in the community, with an emphasis
on civic and self improvement. In the early years
the women's club began a beautification project
that has resulted in the placement of many trees,
shrubs, and flowers throughout Grant Co. In
1939 the members established a book club that

later became the Grant Co. Public Library.
During World War II, the members sold De
fense Bonds and Stamps, worked with the Amer
ican Red Cross, and served on several home

front committees. They collected scrap, worked
with the Ration Board, donated blood, took first

aid courses, made kit bags for the armed forces,
and baked cookies for the soldiers of Company C,
at Fort Thomas. When the Grant Co. Hospital
opened in the early 1960s, the club gave the $1,500
that it had been saving for a clubhouse, to help
furnish a room at the newly built hospital. Each
year the club awards scholarships to two local
high school seniors.
In recent years the Williamstown Women's
Club has sponsored the establishment of the Arts
Federation, has been instrumental in bringing
Hospice Care and the Northern Kentucky Uni
versity branch into the county, and has supported
the creation of a children's garden at the new Grant
Co. Public Library. Currently, with a membership
of approximately 50 women, the club continues its
commitment to community improvement by en
couraging its members to develop personal and
leadership skills and to participate in constructive
public service.
Barnes, Betty M. “Williamstown Women's Club His
tory, 1921–1983, vertical file, Grant Co. Public Li
brary, Williamstown, Ky.
Clarke, Mrs. Thomas W. "History of Williamstown's
Women's Club, 1921–1942," vertical file, Grant Co.

Public Library, Williamstown, Ky.
Barbara Loomis Brown

of smooth-dressed sandstone. Stained-glass win
dows (later removed) illuminated the front parlor
and the stairlanding.
The Willis Music Company grew steadily by ab
sorbingestablished local musicbusinesses, including
the John Church Music Company and the George B.
Jennings Company. In 1901 the Willis music store
relocated to larger quarters in the William Hooper
Building at Fourth and Elm Sts. in Cincinnati. In
1910 the firm was renamed for William Willis, be

coming W. H. Willis & Company. Shortly afterward,
however, William died, leaving his father as sole pro
prietor of the growingenterprise.
In 1919 Charles Willis sold his business to

Gustave Schirmer of Boston, Mass. Willis main
tained a financial interest in the business after the

sale and kept a desk at the Fourth St. store. In addi
tion to his business interests, Willis was an avid

tennis player and a member of the prestigious Cin
cinnati Club and the United Commercial Travelers.

In the 1920s, the Willis family sold their New
port house and moved to 3421 Middleton Ave. in a
part of Cincinnati known as Clifton. Charles died
at age 91 at Christ Hospital in Cincinnati in 1951
and was buried with his family at Evergreen Cem
etery in Southgate.
During the 1950s, the Willis House in New
port's Mansion Hill district was owned and occu
pied by Chef John Boyar and his wife, Margaret.
Like many big old houses in Newport's East Row
Historic District, it was later divided into low-rent

apartments. As maintenance was deferred, the his
toric Willis mansion gradually deteriorated. In
1985 the house was sold to preservation-minded
new owners who renovated it and reversed many
of the unsympathetic alterations made by previous
owners. It was restored as a single-family residence
in 2006.

Eckberg, John. "Willis Music Celebrates 100 Years of
Service." CE, May 2, 1999, 6G.
Evergreen Cemetery Records, Southgate, Ky.

Garretson, Joseph. "In the Pink at 88 Years of Age,"
WILLIS, CHARLES H. (b. November 3, 1859,

Cincinnati, Ohio; d. January 27, 1951, Cincinnati,
Ohio). Charles Willis, the owner of a music store,

was the son of Harry and Caroline Willis, who were
born in England. He married Emma L. Wendt on
May 1, 1879, at Wesley Chapel Methodist Church
in Cincinnati; two of the family's children lived to
adulthood. Charles Willis entered the sheet music
business in 1873. In 1899 he and his son William

began publishing materials specifically designed
for music teachers: teaching methods, collections,
and special sheet music. The Willis Music Com
pany's first store, at 41 E. Fourth St. in downtown
Cincinnati, was one of a cluster of music-related

businesses along Fourth St. between Walnut and
Elm Sts., including sheet music and instrument
dealers.

During the 1880s, the Willis family resided at
715 Monmouth St. in downtown Newport. From
the mid-1890s through at least the mid-1910s, they
lived in one of the most elegant residences in New
port: a turreted Queen Anne house at 525 E. Fourth
St., in the Mansion Hill district. The house was

built around 1894 of hard-fired brick with a porch
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Lathrop, J. M. An Atlas of Bracken and Pendleton
Counties, Kentucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1884.
Caroline R. Miller

WILLOW RUN. An 1830 map shows Willow
Run Creek flowing northward along the western
edge of Covington and emptying into the Ohio
River. The creek was an important source of water
for the early settlers and for the abundant wildlife
drawn to it. The land area that came to be known as
Willow Run derives its name from the Willow Run
Creek. One of the first owners of Willow Run was

Jacob Fowler, who later assigned the land to the
Bank of the U.S., in Philadelphia, in lieu of a mort
gage. Thomas D. Carneal purchased the land
from the bank. In 1827 William Bullock pur
chased Elmwood Hall and 710 acres (including
Willow Run Creek) from Carneal. Bullock hoped
to build a dream city called Hygeia around Elm
wood Hall. He attempted to obtain financing for
the project from investors in London, England, but
was not successful. He then reluctantly sold the
land to Israel Ludlow, who later started the city of
Ludlow. The new owner had Willow Run laid out

into lots, to form a development he named the
Ludlow Subdivision. Numerous houses were soon

built along the creek, including many near present
day Crescent Ave. in Covington.
Father James W. Smith organized the St. Pat
rick Catholic Church in 1872, for English
speaking residents living near Willow Run. He had
the church building designed by architect Louis
Piket and built by John G. Martin, at Fourth and
Philadelphia Sts. in Covington. St. Patrick Church
served the congregation well, for a century, before
closing when the land was sold for commercial use.
The St. Patrick's congregation was then integrated
into the St. Aloysius Catholic Church in Cov
ington. During the 1880s, commercial development
occurred along Willow Run, including construc
tion of the Bavarian Brewery. Over the years, two
viaducts were built across the creek, one at Third St.

CE, May 4, 1947, 30.

“Music Company Founder Dies at 91–Charles H.
Willis," CP. January 29, 1951, 20.
Margaret Warminiski
WILLOW (CREEK) BAPTIST CHURCH.

The Willow Creek Baptist Church in Bracken Co.
was established in 1818 under the auspices of the
Union Association of General Baptists, which in
1813 had started a church at North Fork in Bracken

Co. At the height of the Willow Baptist Church's
membership in 1871, the congregation totaled
nearly 300 and was considered the "mother church"
to the Baptist churches that followed throughout
the county. Willow Baptist Church built a new
meetinghouse in about 1853 at the forks of Bull
skin Rd. and Ky. Rt. 22 in Bracken Co.; it lasted
more than a century, until the modern brick facil
ity in the village of Willow was dedicated in 1967.
That church building remains in service today.
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers. History of
Bracken County. Bicentennialed. Brooksville, Ky.
Bracken Co. Extension Homemakers, 2002.

and the other at 12th St, which provided better ac
cess to downtown Covington. For many years, parts
of the creek were used as a garbage dump, and some
areas became partially filled. In 1914, after alongle
gal battle, the City of Covington acquired rights to
build a major sewer line through the valley. An at
tempt was made in 1917 to develop a business dis
trict at Willow Run, but the move was not success

ful. Several ballparks were then builton the landfills,
including the Goebel Park at Sixth and Philadelphia
Sts. and the Covington Ballpark at Ninth and Phila
delphia Sts. Over the years, the parks were used for
picnics, baseball and football games, and also per
formances by circuses.
The history of Willow Run somewhat parallels
what happened along the Sixth St. Fill (see Tay
lor's Bottoms) in Newport. That area in Newport
was also once used as a landfill, later for ball fields,

and still later for commercial development and an
interstate highway. In 1957 the federal government
purchased the land along Willow Run for construc
tion of I-75 (see Expressways). With the new high
way came numerous commercial and industrial
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WILLSON, AUGUSTUS E.

businesses to the area. However, the once beautiful

Willow Run valley soon disappeared from view,
and the creek began flowing through huge under
ground pipes. All that is now visible is an eight
lane expressway.
“The City—Willow Run, DC, February 18, 1880, 1.
"Cover for Dump; Blackburn to Give Relief to Citi
zens," KP September 17, 1927, 1.
Reis, Jim. “Tracing the Roots of Willow Run," KP,
March 11, 1991, 4K.

“Renaissance of Ruin," KP, August 24, 1994, 1K–2K.
WILLSON, AUGUSTUSE. (b. October 13, 1846,

Maysville, Ky.; d. August 24, 1931, Louisville, Ky).
Augustus Everett Willson, who later became gover
nor of Kentucky, was born in Maysville, the son of
Hiram and Ann Colvin Ennis Willson. He was the

younger brother of the poet Forceythe Willson.
Augustus was orphaned at the age of 12 and lived
for several years with relatives in New York and
Massachusetts. He attended Harvard University
at Cambridge, Mass, graduating with the class of
1869. He moved to Louisville in 1870 and studied

law under John Marshall Harlan, who later became

an associate justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. Af.
ter his apprenticeship, Willson was made a partner
in Harlan's law firm. In 1875 Willson was appointed

chief clerk of the U.S. Treasury Department in
Washington, D.C., a position he held for just one
year. He married Mary Elizabeth Ekins in 1877,
and they had only one child, who died as an infant.
In a predominately Democratic state, Willson ran

Maysville, Ky. The family lived there for about a
year, and then moved downriver to Covington. In
his new city, Hiram, who had been superintendent
of the common schools of Allegheny Co., N.Y., was
instrumental in establishing the common school
system, and Forceythe's early education was in the
Maysville and Covington common schools. In
1853 Hiram relocated his family to New Albany,
Ind. Ann Willson died there in 1856 and Hiram

died three years later. The parents left a sizable for
tune to their children, making it possible for them
to receive a good education. Forceythe attended
Antioch College at Yellow Springs, Ohio, for one
year and later Harvard University in Cambridge,
Mass. He contracted tuberculosis and had to leave

Harvard before graduating. In 1858 he became in
volved in spiritualism and claimed to have become
clairvoyant; he said he could read the contents of
sealed mail and even communicate with the dead.

He took a job as an editorial writer with the Louis
ville Journal, where, as the conflict between North
and South escalated, he wrote numerous articles in

Willson died at age 84 and was buried in the Cave
Hill Cemetery, Louisville.

tersession of the court was held at the home of John
Grant, for whom Grant's Lick is named. At that

meeting Capt. Nathan Kelly was chosen to be the
first sheriff and James Taylor Jr. was chosen as the
clerk of courts. The justices selected for the first
quarter sessions of the court were Washington
Berry, John Craig, Charles Daniel Sr.,John Grant,
and John's brother Squire Grant. Permits were is
sued to John Grant to build a sawmill on the Lick

Co. It was decided that Alexandria best met that cri

his time writing poetry. His most famous poem,
titled “The Old Sergeant," was first printed on the
front page ofthe Louisville Journal, anonymously.
A collection of his poetry was published in Boston
in 1866. Most of his poems had wartime themes
and did not become well known—exceptions were
“The Old Sergeant" and "The Enemy"—though
some were published in the Atlantic Monthly. Al
though his poetry was not a commercial success,
it was his lifelong, consuming passion. His wife
had also been a poet, and Willson privately pub
lished her work in 1865. Many of his later poems

ham (1900–1907) in his race for the U.S. Senate.

wine, Joseph Floyd, Squire Grant, John Hay, Wil
liam Henry, John Sanders, and John Thrasher.
When Campbell Co. was created in 1795, Wilm
ington was chosen as the county seat of Campbell
Co., owing to its central location. Because no public
buildings had been constructed yet, the first quar

contact with her.

1864, at age 22. Forceythe did not grieve his wife's

ate in 1879 and was defeated. He then ran for the

gubernatorial race against Democratic candidate
Samuel Wilber Hager and was elected Kentucky's
36th governor; he served until 1911. As governor,
Willson declared martial law during the Black Patch
War (see Tobacco). His administration bogged
down over fights concerning the temperance issue
and tax reform. At the end of his four-year term,
Willson returned to his large and lucrative legal
practice in Louisville. He entered politics again in
1914 and was defeated by the Democratic former
Kentucky governor John Crepps Wickliffe Beck

trustees chosen for the town were Matthias Cor

death, claiming that he continued to be in regular

(1907–1911). Elizabeth Willson died there in fall

as the Republican candidate for the Kentucky Sen
U.S. House of Representatives in 1884, 1886, 1888,

laid out in 100 lots. Purchasers had to agree to build,
within four years, a house measuring at least 18 by
20 feet with a brick or stone chimney. The first

ing River and to operate a ferry at Wilmington.
James Taylor Jr., one of the wealthiest men in
Kentucky, had numerous friends in the military and
in the federal government, including his cousins
Zachary Taylor and James Madison. Since Taylor
lived in Newport, he used his influence to move the
county seat there in 1796. When Kenton Co. was
fashioned from land west of the Licking in 1840,
the court decided to locate the county seat near the
geographic center of what remained of Campbell

support of preserving the Union.
Forceythe Willson married Elizabeth Conwell
Smith of New Albany, Ind., in 1863. They moved to
Cambridge, Mass., in early 1864, so he could su
pervise the education of his younger brother Au
gustus E. Willson, a future Kentucky governor

While in Cambridge, Willson spent much of

and 1892 and lost each time. In 1907 he entered the

west side of the Licking River, opposite modern
Grant's Lick in modern Kenton Co., the town was

made references to his deceased wife. Willson's

tuberculosis became progressively worse, and he
suffered a severe hemorrhage of his lungs in fall
1866. He died several months later at the age of 29,
both husband and wife were buried in a small, ill

terion. However, it soon became apparent that since
most of the county's population lived near Newport,
it would be more convenient to handle much of the

court business there. So, in effect, Campbell Co. had
two county seats, with Alexandria handling the ru
ral business and Newport the urban. Tiny Wil
mington was soon abandoned, and with the help of
Licking River floods, it ceased to exist.
Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky. Vol. 1.
Covington, Ky: Collins, 1882.
Hartman, Margaret Strebel, and W. Rus Stevens.
Campbell County Kentucky History and Gene
alogy. Campbell Co., Ky. W. R. Stevens, 1984.

Reis, Jim. "Doorway to Kentucky Licking River Gave
Rise to Settlement," KP, June 17, 1996, 4K.

Tenkotte, Paul A. “Rival Cities to Suburbs: Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss.,
Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.

kept graveyard in the Whitewater Valley, at Laurel,
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
The Political Graveyard. “Willson, August Everett."
http://politicalgraveyard.com (accessed April 9,
2006).

Rootsweb. “Augustus E. Willson." www.rootsweb.com
(accessed April 9, 2006).

Ind.

Piatt, John James. “Forceythe Willson,” Atlantic
Monthly 35, no.209 (March 1879): 332–44.

Townsend, John Wilson. Kentucky in American Let
ters, 1784–1912. Cedar Rapids, lowa. Torch Press,
1913.

Virtualology. “Willson, Forceythe." www.famousamer
WILLSON, FORCEYTHE (b. April 10, 1837,
Little Genesee, N.Y.; d. February 2, 1867, Alfred,
N.Y.). Poet Byron Forceythe Willson was born in a
one-room log cabin, the eldest child of Hiram and

icans.net (accessed May 2, 2006).

Willson, Forceythe. The Old Sergeant, and Other
Poems. Boston: Ticknor and Fields, 1867.

Ann Colvin Ennis Willson. In 1846 Hiram Will

WILMINGTON. The little town of Wilmington,

son loaded his family and their possessions onto a
raft and descended the Allegheny River and then
the Ohio River, landing several days later at

situated on the land of John Grant (see Grant

Family), was established by the Kentucky General
Assembly on December 7, 1793. Located on the

WILMINGTON BAPTIST CHURCH. The

Wilmington Baptist Church, located at 11111
Madison Pk. in Fiskburg in southern Kenton Co.,
was organized on June 2, 1804, with six members.
The congregation met at first in a log structure in
the Wilmington Bottoms at the confluence of

Cruises Creek and the Licking River near Bry
ant's Ford. The building also served as a school, a
post office, and the courthouse (of Campbell Co.
at that time). In 1842 members of the church sold

the land by the Licking River and bought prop
erty in Fiskburg, where the church, which kept
the name Wilmington Baptist Church, is pres
ently located. The present brick structure is the
third one on the Fiskburg site. The first was a log

WINTERSHEIMER, DONALD C.

building 30 by 60 feet, and the second was a one
room white frame meetinghouse that was com
pleted in 1875. The second building was disman
tled in 1952 to make way for the current brick
structure, which was dedicated on August 30,
1953. Later, a two-story education wing was
added to the building and a brick parsonage was

was buried next to his mother in the Independence
Cemetery in Independence. Massive funeral cere
monies were held at both Annapolis and Coving
ton. His death, along with a few others in college
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Cincinnati and Covington Bridge Company, the
Doerman-RoherCompanyin Cincinnati, Lincoln
Fields Racetrack in Illinois, and the Houston,

ball rules committee to make changes in what was
permissible in games played on the gridiron. Other

Stanwood & Gamble Company in Covington.
He was also a longtime member of the Elks Club
(see Civic Associations) and the Masonic Lodge
(see Masons). In 1954 Wilson died at age 63 in

built across from the church.

Northern Kentuckians, such as Latonia's Ron

Cincinnati and was buried in Miami, Fla.

The extensive Wilmington Baptist cemetery
contains graves from the early 1840s through the
present. Many graves date from the winter of 1917–
1918, when influenza struck the community. The
proximity of the cemetery to the church has helped
to keep it well maintained and protected from

Beagle, Newport's Alex “Zeke" Zechella, and Bel
levue's Pat Uebel, followed Wilson to Annapolis to
play football for Navy's Midshipmen.

football action at about the same time, led the foot

“A Clipping," KPJanuary 18, 1910, 2.
“Death Ends Long Fight of Middie,” CTS, April 16,
1910, 2.

vandals.

The Wilmington Baptist Church congregation
has started several other churches in the area. In

1850, 20 members left to form the Crittenden Bap
tist Church. In 1858 the Oak Island Baptist Church
was constituted by members who had attended at
Wilmington. Two more spin-off churches fol
lowed: the Gardnersville Baptist Church (1891)
and the DeMossville Baptist Church (1915). The
most recent church begun by Wilmington mem
bers was the Piner Baptist Church (1952). The
Wilmington Baptist Church is part of the North
ern Kentucky Baptist Association, which is affili
ated with the Southern Baptist denomination. The
current pastor is Bill Scott, who began serving the
church in June 2003. Over the years, the church
has been the site of several series of special meet
ings; at one of those, in 1996, the popular Ball
Family Singers held their homecoming.
"Fiskburg Revival,” KP March 24, 1996, 12K.
“Gospel Music to Fill the Air at Ball Family Home
coming," KP August 31, 1996,6K.
“Historic Cemetery to Be Beautified," Falmouth Out
look, October 17, 1924, 4.
Pat Workman

WILSON, EARL D. (b. October 16, 1887, Inde

pendence, Ky; d. April 16, 1910, Annapolis, Md.).
Football player Earl Wilson was the son of Wesley
Berry and Lydia Beall Miles Wilson. His mother
died in 1891, shortly after givingbirth to his brother
L. B. Wilson. Earl was educatedlocally in Coving
ton schools, graduating from the old Covington
High School. In 1906 he entered the U.S. Naval
Academy at Annapolis, Md., where he became a
leader in athletic programs: he played third base for
Navy's baseball team and quarterback on the Mid
shipmen football squad.
On his 22nd birthday, October 16, 1909, trag
edy struck Wilson. During a football game in Phil
adelphia, Pa., against Villanova University, while
attempting a flying tackle, he broke his neck and
sustained severe spinal cord damage. In those days,

"Earl Wilson Is Buried." NYT, April 19, 1910, 6.
“Earl Wilson May Recover." NYT, November 19,

"About This Guy," KP, March 9, 1929, 1.
“Banker Marries Actress,” KP, October 8, 1920, 1.

Kenton Co. Public Library. "Covington Biographies:
L. B. Wilson." www.kenton.hib.ky.us (accessed
April 25, 2006).
Kleber, John E., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.

Jack Wessling

1909, 9.

“Soccer Football May Be New Game," NYT Novem
ber 2, 1909, 10.

WILSON, L. B. (b. May 20, 1891, Covington,
Ky; d. October 28, 1954, Cincinnati, Ohio). Lyda
Beall Wilson, a banker, theater owner, and radio

WINGATE, CYRUS (b. ca. 1790, place of birth
unknown; d. after 1840, Owen Co.) Cyrus Win
gate was the first sheriff of Owen Co. The earliest
record of him is his marriage to Emily Milly Spicer
in May 1808 in Franklin Co. Wingate was present
when Owen Co. was established in 1819 and was

station operator, was the son of Wesley Berry and
Lyda Beall Miles Wilson. His mother died 11 days
after giving birth to him, so he was named Lyda
Beall Wilson. He grew up in Covington, where

part of the committee that built the first jail
and courthouse. He held several governmental
positions over the years; sheriff from 1819 to 1821;

his father was once the Kenton Co. clerk, and

county tax commissioner in 1820; state represen
tative 1824 to 1827; and state senator from 1828 to

graduated from the Covington High School in
1910. After leaving school, he and his brother
Hansford toured Europe with a theatrical group.
He returned in 1912 and was hired as manager of
the Colonial Theater in Covington. About a year
later, he opened a tobacco store at Sixth St. and
Madison Ave., in Covington and operated it for
several years. The smoke shop featured a Richard
P. Ernst cigar. In 1915 he was named secretary of
the Covington Industrial Club, the forerunner of
the Covington Chamber of Commerce (see
Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce).
He became president of the club in 1929. Wilson
joined with Senator Richard Pretlow Ernst,
George Hill, and Polk Laffoon Jr. in an invest
ment group, which purchased a chain of local

WINTERSHEIMER, DONALD C. (b. April
21, 1931, Covington, Ky). Former Kentucky Su
preme Court Justice Donald C. Wintersheimer is

movie theaters, including the Hippodrome, the

the son of Carl E. and Marie Kohl Wintersheimer.

Liberty, the Lyric, the Rialto, and the Strand. In
1926 Wilson and Ernst bought the controlling in
terest in the People's Savings Bank and Trust
Company. Two years later, the bank merged with
Liberty National Bank to form the People's-Lib
erty Bank and Trust Company. In the new
bank, Ernst served as president and Wilson as ex
ecutive vice president. At that time, the bank was
the second-largest in Kentucky. In September

1841. He and his wife Emily (perhaps his second
wife) had 14 children, one of whom was Penelope
Wingate Sullivan. Penelope Sullivan is the person
from whom the village of Ep in Owen Co. derives
its name: local children called her “Aunt Ep” be
cause they had difficulty pronouncing "Penelope",
and since “Aunt Ep” lived there, the area became
known as Ep.
Houchens, Mariam Sidebottom. History of Owen
County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,
1976.

players saw action on both sides (offense and de

50,000 watts. In 1939 WCKY moved its head

He graduated from Newport Catholic High School
in Newport in 1949 and received his BA from Villa
Madonna College (now Thomas More College) in
Covington, his MA from Xavier University in Cin
cinnati, and his JD from the University of Cincin
nati Law School. He was in private practice and
served for 14 years as city solicitor for the City of
Covington. In 1976 he was elected to the Kentucky
Court of Appeals and in 1982 to the Kentucky Su
preme Court (formerly called the Kentucky Court
of Appeals); he was reelected in 1990 and in 1998.
He is known as the most prolific writer on the
court, averaging more than 40 written opinions a

fense) of the football game. For six months, Wilson
lingered in the Annapolis Naval Hospital, alter
nately improving and declining, until his death in
April 1910.
Despite the navy's desire to bury their football
hero at Annapolis, his body was returned to Cov
ington for a funeral at the home of his brother-in

quarters to the Hotel Gibson in Cincinnati. Wil

year.

son married movie star Jean Oliver on October 7,

1929, and they moved into a home on Summit

A member of the adjunct faculty of Chase Col
lege of Law at Northern Kentucky University

Ln., in Fort Mitchell. No children were born to

(NKU), Wintersheimer teaches a seminar course in

the couple. They separated on June 28, 1948, but
never divorced. Some of the organizations Wil
son was affiliated with during his colorful career

state constitutional law. His writings have appeared

law Maurice L. Galvin, at 422 Garrard St. Wilson

were Churchill Downs Racetrack in Louisville, the

1929 Wilson started radio station WCKY in

Covington. The station initially operated at just
5,000 watts, but the power was later increased to

in the NKU Chase Law School's Law Review and

in numerous other law journals. Wintersheimer
has been recognized as a distinguished alumnus of
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WIREMAN, WALLY

the College of Law of the University of Cincinnati.
He is a former president of the Kentucky Munici
pal Attorney's Association and a founding member
of the Chase American Inn of Court. He has re
ceived numerous awards from Thomas More Col

molecular adsorber is made available commer

cially through Wireman's other company, WIRED
(Wireman Industrial Research Engineering and
Development) Inc. and is sold under the names
Adzorbit and Adsorb Star. These products, which

WISENALL, BERNARD T. (b. September 4,
1869, Maysville, Ky.; d. July 16, 1942, Covington,
Ky). Bernard T. Wisemall was the son of John Ber
nard and Jane Eckmann Campbell Wisenall. In
April 1893 he formed a partnership with Louis E.

first entered the market in 1988, remove odors and

Dittoe, to create the architectural firm of Dittoe

gases; they can even remove cigarettesmoke odors
from large spaces. Using small pellets of sodium
aluminosilicate, the products draw moisture and
odor molecules into themselves, thereby eliminat
ing odor from the environment rather than hid
ing it. Wireman holds trademarks for Adsorb Star
as well as for a product called Toxic Out, which
works similarly to remove toxic fumes and gases
from the air. Toxic Out is currently used in the
printing industry as well as in the X-ray, radiol
ogy, and pathology departments of health care

and Wisenall. The firm's architects designed a
number of buildings in Northern Kentucky, includ
ing the Covington City Hall (on E. Third St. between
Courtand Greenup Sts., demolished), the Kentucky
Post Building, the First Christian Church, Cov
ington, and an addition to the Citizens National
Bank Building. They also designed the Pugh Build
ing (later called the Polk Building) in Cincinnati. In
1900 Wisenall married Emma Rambo of Newport.
The partnership of Dittoe and Wisenall was dis
solved in 1910, when Dittoe took a teaching position

WIREMAN, WALLY (b. June 19, 1919, Beaver

facilities.

at the Ohio Mechanics Institute in Cincinnati.

Lick, Boone Co., Ky.) Wallace H. Wireman, an in
ventor, an engineer, an author, and a businessman,
was born to John and Augusta Wireman. He earned
a BA in engineering from the University of Wiscon

Wireman has been a consumer safety advocate
for most of his adult life, testifying regarding elec
trical safety as an expert witness at trials and before
U.S. congressional hearings and committees. In
2003 he published The Call to Solve: What Every
Fireman Should Know, which details histhoughts
on electrical safety.
Wireman showed a natural genius for engi
neering, electronics, and creativity, even as a child.

Wisenall continued to design buildings in
Covington on his own, including an addition to
the Kelley-Koett Company's building. With archi
tect Chester Disque, he drew the plans for the John
G. Carlisle Junior High School and the Third Dis
trict School and was the project architect for the
1917 Dixie Highway Beautification Project. In
1924 he designed the Ben Adams Insurance Build
ing on the northwest corner of Fifth St. and Madi
son Ave. Three years later, he drew plans for the
Girls Friendly Building at the Trinity Episcopal
Church. He was a staunch supporter of the Cov
ington YMCA, Wisenall died at age 72 at his
home, Hathaway Hall, at 1210 Highway Ave. in
Covington. Funeral services were held at the Trin
ity Episcopal Church, and he was buried at High
land Cemetery in Fort Mitchell.

lege and is a former president of its Alumni Associ
ation. He and his wife, Alice, reside in Covington
and are the parents of five children, three of whom
are lawyers.
"Covington Native Is Senior Ky. Supreme Court Jus
tice," Challenger, July 18, 2004,5A.
Kentucky Court of Justice, www.kycourts.net.
Wintersheimer, Donald. Interview by Donna M.
Bloemer, December 9, 2004, Frankfort, Ky.
Donna M. Bloemer

sin at Madison and an MA in business administra

tion from Wittenberg University in Ohio. Since
1952 he has resided in Walton, where he quietly plies
his problem-solving and engineering talents at his
companies, WIRED Inc. and AQW Inc. The pos
sessor of 14 patents and two registered U.S. trade
marks, he designs and manufactures many replace
ment parts for the U.S. military and for industry.
His creative genius has played a role in the develop
ment of hundreds of modern products, such as the
electronic supermarket checkout scanner, the vac
uum tubes at bank teller drive-through windows,
the wheeled golf club caddy, the hand-operated
roller for reading credit cards, and drinking faucet
filters. He owns the Walton-based AQW (Always
Quality Work) Inc. and serves as engineering con
Sultant for the firm, which he founded in the 1970s

with his wife, Frances Flynn Wireman. The com
pany has approximately 15 employees and is a gov
ernment defense contractor and supplier of military
parts for use in submarines, tanks, and aircraft. Its
customer base includes NATO-member foreign
governments and the United Nations as well as the
U.S. government.

Twice the federal government has honored
Wireman. He received the Department of Defense
Value Engineering award for development of supe
rior cost-effective and efficient products, and he
was given a Certificate of Appreciation from the
Department of Defense for his contributions to the
success of Operation Desert Storm and Operation
Iraqi Freedom. He also served in the U.S. Air Force
during World War II, attaining the rank of mas

One of his first inventions was a basic intercom

system that allowed his mother to summon him by
“buzzing" his attic bedroom with the touch of a
button. During the days before indoor plumbing,
he also laid electrical wiring to illuminate the fam
ily outhouse. He was an industrious youth, either
figuring things out on his own or learning from li
brary books about electronics and engineering. He
created his own toys from unwanted parts found
in junkyards, built a bicycle tire out of a broken
piece of garden hose, and rebuilt a Ford Model T
automobile with a friend. During his teens, he
worked as a golf caddy, and this work inspired him
to develop the first pull cart for golf clubs.
During his youth, Wireman's family moved
from Kentucky to Cincinnati, so that his father
could take a job as a laborer with the Frank Taylor
Company. The move allowed Wireman to attend
and graduate from Withrow High School in that
city. Afterward, the young Wireman also began
work as a laborer at the Frank Taylor Company
and was quickly promoted to maintenance electri
cian, supervisor, and then chief industrial engi
neer. He is a self-proclaimed problem-solver, who
enjoys inventing solutions and then seeking out
the next challenge. The now 87-year-old inventor
maintains a daily presence at AQW Inc. and often
answers the phone there.

ter sergeant.

Wireman probably is best known for his in
vention and design of desiccants, or dehydrators,
which eliminate moisture from missiles, fighter
planes, and military equipment. In 1972 he in
vented a molecular adsorber, which, operating on
similar principles, removes moisture from mole
cules and also eliminates odors. AQW Inc. has

made hundreds of thousands of these products
and supplied them to the U.S. military, saving the
government significant amounts of money. The

Fulmer, Kelly F., executive vice president and chief
operations officer, AQW Inc. Interview by Sarah A.
Barlage, February 12, 2006, Walton, Ky.
"Saving Money for Uncle Sam," KP February 6, 1990,
1K–2K.

Toxic Out: Molecular Adzorber. www.adzorbit.com

(accessed July 2, 2006).
Wireman, Wally, president of AQW Inc. and WIRED

Inc. Interview by Sarah A. Barlage, June 28, 2006,
Union, Ky.

Sarah A. Barlage

"Covington Architect," KP, January 2, 1917, 1.
Kenton Co. Public Library. “Covington Biographies:
Bernard T. Wisenall." www.kenton.lib.kyus (ac
cessed September 24, 2007).

"New Building on Way," KP, May 15, 1924, 1.
Tenkotte, Paul A. A Heritage of Art and Faith:
Downtown Covington Churches. Covington, Ky:
Kenton Co. Historical Society, 1986.

WITHERS FAMILY. The Withers family, mer
chants residing in Covington in 1861, found them
selves "caught in the middle” when hostilities broke
out in the Civil War. Descended from a long
established line of colonial Virginians, the pro
South Withers family were tobacco merchants.
Their company's suppliers certainly had Southern
sympathies, and to a lesser extent the same was
true of customers in the markets they served; but
the Withers family operated their tobacco business
in a region that was predominantly pro-Union.
The patriarch of the family was Charles A.
Withers, who was born in Stafford Co., Va., on

June 10, 1800. His wife, Matilda Lynch, was born
in Lynchburg, Va., on September 6, 1811. They ar
rived in Northern Kentucky about 1836, and
Charles became a partner in the Withers & Car
penter Company, tobacco manufacturers. The
business was located in Cincinnati, but the family
lived in Covington at Greenup and Market Sts.
(Park Pl). Charles A. Withers was a founder of
Trinity Episcopal Church, a member of the

WNKU

Covington City Council during the 1840s, the first
superintendent of the Kentucky Central Rail
road, and president of the local branch of Frank
fort's Farmers Bank. As superintendent of the rail
road, he built the first 18 miles of track south of

Covington with his own money. His daughter Eliz
abeth Sally Withers married Eli Metcalf Bruce,
who shared the Withers family's Southern sympa
thies and who was involved in helping to finance the
Confederate Army. It was said that the Witherses
home mightas wellhave been a hospital, because the
family often took in people in need. Charles Withers
died while visiting relatives in Waynesville, Ohio,
on Saturday, August 10, 1863, at the height of the
war, and was buried at Linden Grove Cemetery in
Covington.
Charles and Matilda had several children, the

most celebrated being their son Charles A. Withers,
who preferred to be known as C. A. Withers. Born
in 1843 at Covington, he joined the Southern cause
during the Civil War and rode with the famed
Southern Cavalry raider, Gen. John Hunt Morgan.
Withers rose to the rank of major and was Morgan's
adjutant. After Morgan's death, a wake was held for
him at the Witherses' home in the 600 block of San

ford St. in Covington. C. A. Withers moved to Au
gusta, Ga., after the war. He married the well
connected Clara De Antignac, a French Huguenot
belle, and soon became one of the largest cotton
brokers in the South. Later, he returned to Northern

Kentucky and became the associate editor and
drama critic for the Cincinnati Commercial news

paper. After his wife Clara died in 1913, Withers re
sided either at the Kentucky Confederate Home at
Pewee Valley outside of Louisville or at the Hotel
Emery in Cincinnati. He died from Bright's disease
at age 82 on March 23, 1923, at the Booth Hospital
and was buried in the family plot at Linden Grove
Cemetery in Covington.

In 1915 the City of Covington named a park for
the elder Withers in recognition of his services on
the city's park board. Today, this park, located be
tween Greenup and Scott Sts., is covered with
pavement and called Park Pl.

officer of the Kentucky National Guard in 1974.
She retired in 1990 as chief warrant officer. With

row was also the first woman in Kentucky to serve
on the Governor's Advisory Committee on Veter
ans Affairs. She researched and prepared the adju
tant general's report to the Kentucky legislature on
the Vietnam Veterans bonus program. She served
as a volunteer Veterans Administration service of.

ficer for veterans in Anderson Co. and as field rep
resentative for the Women's Military Memorial

“Major C. A. Withers Dies,” KE, March 24, 1923, 3.
Reis, Jim. “Covington Park Bloomed Briefly, Then
Disappeared under Concrete,” KP, August 26,
1991, 4K.

floor of the Landrum Academic Center were con

member of the National Guard Association of the

United States and Kentucky, American Legion
Post 7, and vice president of the Bluegrass Chapter
of the Retired Officers Association. After along ill
ness, she died at Central Baptist Hospital in Lex
ington in 2000 and was buried at the Monterey
Cemetery in Monterey.
“Etta Maude Smith Withrow, 63,” Owenton (Ky.)
News-Herald, June 21, 2000, 6.
“Etta Withrow,” State Journal, June 15, 2000, 2.

consisted of 1,800 square feet. The start-up costs,
which totaled approximately $300,000, were raised
by the university through donations from various
foundations, corporations, and private donors.
WNKU, the third National Public Radio (NPR)

station serving the Northern Kentucky and Greater
Cincinnati area, honored its local roots with its folk

music programming and south-of-the-river news
reporting. Another reason behind WNKU's focus
on Northern Kentucky was its directional broad
cast signal, which afforded stronger reception to the
south than to the north. Although the station's
news and public affairs coverage did not extend be
yond the borders of its home base during WNKU's
early years, nationally syndicated features such as
NPR's All Things Considered and Morning Edi
tion served to widen its programming scope and
broaden its audience appeal. The station's music
programming was a bold departure from that of
other public and commercial radio station formats
up and down the crowded dial. Touting itself as
“Kentucky Folk Radio." WNKU embodied its slo
gan within its expansive and eclectic mix of rustic
Kentucky bluegrass, Appalachian music, and in

“Etta Withrow Dies: Was Chief Warrant Officer,"
ternational folk-based selections as well as similar

Lexington Herald-Leader, June 15, 2000, B2.
Murphy, Margaret Alice Karsner. The Power Line
and Connections: Nine Generations in America.

Frankfort, Ky: Lynn, 2000.
State Journal, May 16–22, 1994.

Margaret A. Murphy

the fledgling public radio station of Northern Ken
tucky University (NKU), aired its initial broadcast
on the local FM band. News director Maryanne
Zeleznik, who had been hired just two weeks before,
was the first live voice broadcast on the 89.7 MHz

1937, Owen Co., Ky; d. June 14, 2000, Lexington,
Ky). Etta Maude Smith Withrow, a chief warrant
officer, was the daughter of Lt. Col. Albert Clar
ence and Mary Etta Power Smith. Although With
row traveled the world as the child of a military fa
ther and the wife of a naval officer, she considered

WNKU-FM.

WITHROW, ETTA. M. SMITH (b. March 4,

12,000-watt transmitter. Construction and instal

lation of both components—completed between
January and April of 1985—provided the station
with a broadcast range that reached audiences
within a 30-mile radius of the school's Highland
Heights campus. Several classrooms on the third
verted into the station's offices and studio, which

frequency. NKU could at last leave behind its un
wanted distinction as the only state-supported uni
versity in Kentucky without a radio station. That
first broadcast was the culmination of a seven-year
struggle advanced by Dr. N. Edd Miller, chair of the
school's Communications Department. Miller and
members of his staff were joined by various univer
sity administrators, officials, and personnel in their
endeavor to secure a spot on the local radio dial for

“Remains of Gen. Morgan,” CJ, April 18, 1868, 3.

dent dormitories was selected for the tower and the

Withrow's military awards included the Meri
torious Service Medal, the Army Commendation
Medal, the Army Achievement Medal, the Hu
manitarian Service Award, the Army Reserve
Components Achievement Medal, the Kentucky
Distinguished Service Medal, the Kentucky Com
mendation Medal, the Kentucky Merit Medal, and
the Kentucky State Active Duty Medal. Withrow
was regent and treasurer for the Susannah Hart
Shelby Chapter of the National Society of the
Daughters of the American Revolution; vice presi
dent of the River Raisin Chapter of the United
Daughters of the War of 1812; president of the
United Daughters of the Confederacy Chapter 7, a

WNKU. At 5:30 a.m. on April 29, 1985, WNKU,
1923.

station through the complicated certification and
programming-approval process necessary to se
cure public radio status. A location near the stu

Foundation.

“Death of an Old Citizen,” CDE, August 11, 1863, 3.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 8547, for the year
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Owen Co. her home and returned to live there with

Their exhaustive efforts had garnered the sup

her mother in the family home on Cedar Creek for
several years. Withrow had one child, John Clar

port of university president Dr. Leon Boothe as

ence Withrow.

Communications Commission. General man

Gen. Billy Wellman, the state adjutant general,
appointed Etta Withrow as the first female warrant

ager Rick Pender painstakingly laid the ground
work for WNKU's early success by guiding the

well as the long-awaited approval of the Federal

offerings from various regions across America.
The station's first fund drive in June 1985 raised
$3,000. Within six months of its first broadcast, the

station's second public appeal, a four-day fund
raising and subscription-membership drive, easily
met its $10,000 goal. In a tremendous show of local
support, 250 of the station's 453 members signed up
during the drive. In July 1985 the Corporation for
Public Broadcastingapproved WNKU for funding,
thus qualifying the station to receive a $16,000 base
grant along with the promise of future incentive
grants.

NKU holds the station's license and supplies a
percentage of its operating funds, but supplemen
tal contributions from membership drives and
support from the Corporation for Public Broad

casting make WNKU editorially independent of
the university while also supporting its positive
community presence and outreach goals. Addition
ally, the noncommercial programming offered on
WNKU prohibits the airing of revenue-generating
commercials, although businesses, corporations, or
other organizations may underwrite programming
costs with grants, for which they receive on-air ac
knowledgment. Currently,60 percent of the station's
funding is generated by membership and under
writing, 30 percent is supplied by NKU, and 10 per
cent is received from the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting.

968

WNOP

erage was broadened to include areas within the
I-275 loop (see Expressways). That same year, mu

WNKU to maintain its long-standing commit
ment to Northern Kentucky news and public af.
fairs coverage while also reshuffling and reshaping
its winning mix of music and nationally syndi
cated program offerings. In December 2007 Chuck
Miller became station manager.
WNKU's current slogan "NPR and great mu
sic!" clearly identifies the programming pillars
upon which the station's award-winning reputation

sic director Dan Reed modified WNKU's former

has been built. The station has been under the ban

Rd., and the studio was located on the second

all-folk programming by adopting a more progres
sive “Triple A" format—musical selections with an
adult, album, and alternative focus. In keeping

ner of NKU's University Advancement Division

floor of the building at 606 Monmouth St. in
Newport, above the old Mustang Bar. At 12:10
p.m., August 21, 1948, WNOP signed on the air

Decreasing the station's dependency on uni
versity funding was one of the two goals general
manager David Arnold was presented with when
he was hired in 1991; the second was attracting
more listeners. When focus group studies identi
fied that a large proportion of WNKU's audience
lived in Ohio and Indiana, the station's news cov

with the station's new direction, WNKU touted it.
self as “The Natural Alternative" and as “A New
Direction in Acoustic Music." As it made these

changes, WNKU carefully preserved its tremen
dously popular niche programs, such as Katie
Laur's bluegrass show Music from the Hills of
Home, Kathy Costello's A Celtic Afternoon, and
Bob Beemon's Mr. Rhythm Man.
In 1995 WNKU's 10-year anniversary celebra
tion was buoyed by listeners' positive responses to
the station's expanded news and music program
ming. The popular public radio station boasted a
weekly audience of 25,000 to 30,000 listeners, a
significant increase from its 1991 totals, which av
eraged between 15,000 and 20,000. General man
ager Ben Singleton, hired in 2003, cited an even
more impressive figure: 38,200 listeners per week
were tuning in to 89.7 FM. Singleton also noted
that the percentage of Ohio listeners—over the
years averaging 80 percent, to Kentucky's 20
percent—had evolved in recent years along with
population shifts; Kentucky listeners accounted
for approximately 40 percent of the station's audi
ence. The station has also taken advantage of devel
oping technology to expand its broadcasting
schedule and enhance audience accessibility. In
January 2003, after purchasing a digital audio de
livery system, WNKU began 24-hour broadcast
ing; in February 2006 the station began offering
on-demand features and podcasts via its Web site.
Local publications have also affirmed the station's
tremendous public appeal; Cincinnati CityBeat,
Cincinnati Magazine, and Everybody's News
have recognized WNKU as the “Best Station in

since 1999. In addition to WNKU, the division in

cludes the Office of University Development, the
Office of Marketing and Communications, the Of.
fice of Alumni Programs, the Office of Special
Events, and the NKU Foundation. These dynamic
offices work collaboratively to advance NKU's mis
sion of “becoming a preeminent learner-centered,
metropolitan university recognized for its contri
butions to the intellectual, social, economic, cul

tural and civic vitality of its region and of the
Commonwealth."

“FM Radio Station Approved for Northern," KP, Jan
uary 24, 1983, 10K.

Hall, Gregory A. "Fine Tuning Sound of Public

honors. The Public Radio News Directors Inc.,

Ohio's Society of Professional Journalists, and the
Kentucky Associated Press and Radio-Television
News Directors Association are among the presti
gious organizations that have repeatedly honored
the WNKU News Department in many areas, in
cluding broadcast and feature writing, newscast
ing, and investigative reporting.
When WGUC-FM purchased public radio sta

for the first time. The first announcer introduced

A. B. “Happy” Chandler (Kentucky governor
1935–1939 and 1955–1959), who was on hand for
the occasion.
WNOP was not affiliated with a radio net

work; the original format was a combination of
radio shows and country music programming. In
1956 Ray Scott, who later became one of the top
25 country disc jockeys in the nation, joined the
team at WNOP. In 1962, amid pressure to com
pete and gain a more stable and loyal audience,
the station changed its the format to all jazz. Os
car Treadwell was one of the station's well-known

Radio—WNKU General Manager Hopes to Find
Format, News Focus in Station's Roots," KP, June

jazz personalities. In 1972 the original owners
sold the station to Cincinnatian Al Vontz, owner

25, 1991, 10K.

Kiesewetter, John. “WNKU Celebrates a 20-Year Mu

sical Mix," KE, April 28, 2005, El.
Kreimer, Peggy. “WNKU's Pender Leaving Station,"
KP, August 8, 1985,9K.

Miller, N. Edd. Letter to members regarding WNKU's
one-year anniversary, Kentucky Folk Radio
(WNKU newsletter/pamphlet), April 1986.
Pender, Rick. “All Grown Up. Over 20 Years, Bounc
ing Baby WNKU Matures into Popular Radio Sta
tion," Cincinnati CityBeat, 2005, www.best-of

of a beer distributorship in Ohio. Immediately,
the rent charged the studio in Newport was
raised, and Vontz made a major change in the sta
tion. He teamed with designer David Ziegler and
arranged to have a new studio built. The Jazz Ark,
the new studio's nickname, was constructed out

of three oil tanks welded together, each 12 feet in
diameter and 20 feet long. Together they held five
rooms on two floors with interconnecting doors
and stairs. The ark was built at Tucker Marine.

-cincinnati.com/ (accessed August 3, 2006).
University Advancement. “Welcome to University
Advancement." Northern Kentucky Univ. http://
advancement.nku.edu/page.asp?p=0110000 (ac
cessed August 3, 2006).
“WNKU-FM. On the Air for 10 Years." KP, April 24,

Each tank was equipped with 20,000 pounds of
ballast, and the facility was placed in the Ohio
River to become a floating studio. It was anchored

WNOP. Radio station WNOP-AM originated in

at the Stadium Marina, just east of the mouth of
the Licking River. Windows made to look like
large portholes gave the studio a bird's-eye view
of the Cincinnati skyline. Above the studio were
the large red neon letters WNOP, they produced
an amazing sight at night, glimmering on the
river. From there, Carolyn Rose, wife of Cincin
nati Reds player Pete Rose, broadcast her show on

1946 in the minds of a handful of businessmen of

WNOP.

1995, 1 K.

Zeleznik, Maryanne. Telephone interview by Jan Muel
ler, February 22, 2005.
Janice Mueller

Cincinnati.”

Under the longtime leadership of news direc
tor Maryanne Zeleznik–who, just before her Au
gust 2005 departure, was the only original WNKU
employee—the station's news department won nu
merous national, regional, and local awards and

when the Dayton, Ohio, group appealed the FCC
decision. In the meantime, Tri-City's newly pur
chased transmitting equipment was destroyed in
a warehouse fire in Fort Thomas. Finally, after
months of renegotiating and reengineering, Tri
City Broadcasting applied for construction of a
station operating on 740 kilocycles, which was ap
proved May 14, 1948. The transmitter was con
structed in a field at Cold Spring, off Johns Hill

the Tri-City Broadcasting Company of Newport.
The group, headed by James Lang, former sheriff
of Campbell Co., sought a radio station operating
at 1110 kilocycles with one kilowatt of power for
the daytime only, a so-called sunrise station. At
the time of their application to the Federal Com
munications Commission (FCC), another station

was being proposed at Dayton, Ohio, using the
same frequency. In early November 1946, hear
ings were held in Washington, D.C., and on May
29, 1947, the FCC granted a license to Tri-City
Broadcasting and denied the application for the

tion WVXU-FM, WNKU lost Zeleznik and fellow

Ohio station. The call letters for the new radio sta

news veteran jay Hanselman to WGUC. General
manager Singleton seized the opportunity to make
programming and personnel changes that enable

tion in Newport were to be WWNL. It appeared
that Tri-City Broadcasting would be able to pro
ceed with plans, but they had to be put on hold

The Jazz Ark, also known as “Radio Free New

port,” continued until 1989, when the station de
cided to move from its tiny offices to a larger space
in Cincinnati. The ark was donated to the Contem

porary Arts Center in Cincinnati. Then in 1992, to
accommodate the growing interest in national
news, the station dropped its jazz format and ad
opted Ted Turner's CNN Headline News format
from 6:00 a.m. to dusk daily. In 1994 the jazz for
mat returned, and it continued until Sacred Heart

Radio purchased the station at the end of 2000. On
January 1, 2001, the WNOP format became reli
gious programming. In January 2006 the new sta
tion, with the same WNOP call letters, celebrated

five years of success; its studio is at the Holy Spirit
Center in Norwood, Ohio.

WOLFF, RUTH

Federal Communications Commission Reports.
Vols. 12, 13, pp. 998-1001, 1276–88. Washington,
D.C.:

Federal

Communications Commission,

often mentioned in church chronicles. His talent

and accomplishments seem to have gone unno

ticed for the most part by writers of religious histo

1946–1948.

Johnson, David. “Loyal Listeners Keep Jazz Ark
Afloat," Campbell County Recorder, June 5,
1986, 5.

John E. Leming Jr.

ries in North America. There are exceptions, how
ever. The 1863 altar at St. Mary's Cathedral in
Newark, designed and built at the Covington Altar
Stock Building Company, is described in great de
tail in the cathedral's commemorative booklet.
The altars that Brother Cosmas built for several

WOLF, JOANNES “BROTHER COSMAS”

Northern Kentucky churches are of special interest

(b. January 6, 1822, Grosskissendorf, Swabia;
d. April 7, 1894, Latrobe, Pa.). The church artist
Joannes Wolfcame to America as a young man in
1852 to join the Benedictine monastic community
of St. Vincent at Latrobe, Pa., as a lay brother. Lay

to admirers of the talents of the Benedictines. The
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“Otto D. Wolff, Editorial on Death,” KTS, March 1,
1955, 4A.

"Otto Wolff, Architect Dead, Rites Wednesday," KTS,
February, 28, 1955, 1A.
“Otto Wolff Dies: Noted Architect," KP, February 28,
1955, I.

“Plan Resolution on Wolff Death,” KTS, March 1,
1955, 2A.

“Wolff Estate Goes to Widow,” KTS, March 8, 1955,
2A.

brothers take the final monastic vows but are not

was razed in 1970, these altars were lost. After 10

ordained for priestly duties. As a rule, lay brothers

years in Covington, Brother Cosmas moved the
Altar Stock Building Company to St. Vincent in
Latrobe, Pa., where he remained active in design
ing and building decorative structures for new

WOLFF, OTTO DANIEL, SR. (b. May 4, 1868,
Newport, Ky.; d. August 21, 1937, Newport, Ky).
Otto D. Wolff Sr., a lawyer, a judge, and a banker,
was the son of Daniel and Elizabeth Limberg
Wolff. Born and raised in Newport, he attended
primary school there and graduated from New
port High School. He earned a law degree from
the Cincinnati Law College (now the University of
Cincinnati) and was admitted to the Kentucky bar.
Wolff married Christine Roth and they had two

soon discovered Brother Cosmas's artistic talents

mission churches until his death in 1894. He was

children, architect Otto Daniel Wolff Jr. and

and sent him in 1857 to the Munich Royal Academy
of Art, where he studied for five years with the well
known German sculptor Johann Petz. Shortly after
his return to the St. Vincent Monastery, Brother
Cosmas took on an important assignment at Cov
ington, Ky., where Wimmer had founded the Cov
ington Altar Stock Building Company. Brother
Cosmas assumed the job of business manager and
chief designer of the company. He took Brother
Claude Hauesler from the St. Vincent Monastery

buried in Latrobe, Pa.

do tasks that require some manual skill. Wolf re
ceived the religious name of Brother Cosmas.
Boniface Wimmer, the abbot of St. Vincent,

with him as a laborer.

The Covington Altar Stock Building Company
designed and built altars, pulpits, confessionals,
and baptismal fonts. Brother Cosmas created pre
liminary drawings of these structures with pen,
ink, and a delicate wash. Fortunately, 52 of his ex
quisite drawings survive at the St. Vincent Monas
tery. Besides altars and other interior church deco
rations, they include designs for buildings such as
rectories and schools and demonstrate the great
talent of this German-born Benedictine artist.
Brother Cosmas's most successful creations

were wooden altars, which he modeled after Ger

man Gothic prototypes. They had pointed arches
with delicate carvings and were fitted with altar
paintings that depicted biblical scenes from the
Old and New Testaments, images of saints, and de
votional renditions of the Madonna and the Christ

Child. Most of the altars were tripartite, with a
large central paneland two narrow side panels. The
altars were painted white, and the altar paintings
in most cases were placed on a gold-leaf back
ground. Judging from the drawings by Brother
Cosmas, he designed each altar with the appropri
ate paintings, to be executed by the artists who
worked for him at the Covington Altar Stock Build

ing Company. Because of the large number of altar
structures the company produced, skilled workers
were hired to do the carpentry and assemblage of
the altars.

altars at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Coving
ton were among the most impressive of Brother
Cosmas's structures; the main altar rose to a height
of 40 feet. Unfortunately, when St. Joseph Church

novelist Ruth Wolff Otto Wolff Sr. was an associ

Cochran, Nathan M., O.S.B. Ora et Labora: The

Saint Vincent Lay Brothers, 1846–1946. Latrobe,
Pa.; St. Vincent Abbey Press, 1988.
Pohlkamp, Diomede, O.F.M. “A Franciscan Artist of

Kentucky, Johann Schmitt, 1825–1898," Francis
can Studies 7 (June 1947): 148–49.
Springer, Annemarie. Nineteenth Century German
American Church Artists. Bloomington, Ind:

Annemarie Springer, 2001, www.ulibiupui.edu/
kade/springer/index.html (accessed November 23,

ate of Judge Edward J. Boltz, and they maintained
offices on the sixth floor of the Finance Building, at
Fourth and York Sts. in Newport. Wolff was ap
pointed master commissioner of the Campbell Co.
Circuit Court in 1898 and served in that post for
six years. At various times, he also held the posi
tions of Newport city solicitor and city council
man. In 1910 he and Phillip Veitz started the Citi
zens Bank and Trust Company in Newport. Wolff

served as president of the bank until it was merged

2005).

with the Central Savings Bank and Trust Co. In
Annemarie Springer
WOLFF, OTTO DANIEL, JR. (b. May 16, 1911,
Newport, Ky.; d. February 28, 1955, Fort Mitchell,
Ky). The prominent Northern Kentucky architect
Otto Daniel Wolff Jr. was the son of Otto Daniel

Wolff Sr., a well-known Campbell Co. Circuit
Court judge, and the former Christine Roth. Otto
Jr. was raised in Newport, where he graduated
from Newport High School. He earned his BA de
gree from Georgia Tech University in Atlanta, Ga.,
and his architectural degree from the University of
Cincinnati. He married Mary Cobb, and they had
two children, Otto Daniel III and Cynthia. For
several years Otto Wolff Jr. worked for the Fed
eral Housing Administration in Louisville. He re
turned to Northern Kentucky, where he designed
numerous residential and commercial buildings.
Some of those were the Summit Hills Golf and

Country Club, the Fort Mitchell branch of the
First National Bank of Covington (see First Na
tional Bank and Trust Company of Coving
ton), and the Kentucky state office building at
Fourth and Garrard Sts. in Covington. He was a
member of the Trinity Episcopal Church, where
he served as a vestryman. In February 1955 he un
derwent an operation that revealed that he had
pancreatic cancer. He died three weeks later at his

the new consolidated bank, he was made a vice

president. In 1915 he was elected Campbell Co.
Circuit Court judge, a position he held until 1921.
Wolff was a civic-minded person, deeply con
cerned about the problems oftheless fortunate. He
served as secretary of the Campbell Co. Protes
tant Orphans Home and was instrumental in
starting the penny-a-meal program, to help feed
people who were poor and unemployed. In 1921
Wolff took a bold first step for women's rights by
permitting women to serve on juries. For many
years he was a member of the St. John's Evangeli
cal Church (now St. John's United Church of

Christ), where he taught classes in religion and
held various leadership positions. He remained ac
tive in business and charitable work until he suc

cumbed to a heart attack at age 69 in 1937. His body
was laid out in the family home at 624 E. Third St.
and was buried in the Evergreen Cemetery in
Southgate.
“Bar Pays Tribute to Judge Wolff," KP, August 23,
1937, i.

“Heart Attack Ends Life of Former Judge,” KP, Au
gust 21, 1937, I.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 20338, for the year
1937.

Reis, Jim. “Otto Wolff Blazed Trail for Women," KP
June 24, 1996, 4K.

Brother Cosmas worked on most of the altars

home in Fort Mitchell. Funeral services were held

himself from the Covington studio except when
he needed to travel to Baltimore; Chicago; Cincin
nati, Erie, Pa.; Pittsburgh; or Newark, N.J., to in

at the Trinity Episcopal Church, and burial was in
the Highland Cemetery, Fort Mitchell. His son
Otto Daniel Wolff III became a well-known Cov

Ruth Wolff was one of two children born to Circuit

stall new altars. The name of Brother Cosmas is not

ington attorney.

Court judge Otto Daniel Wolff Sr. and his wife

WOLFF, RUTH (b. March 31, 1909, Newport,
Ky.; d. June 13, 1972, Fort Thomas, Ky.) Novelist
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Christine Roth Wolff. Ruth's brother, Otto Dan

iel Wolff Jr., became a prominent Northern Ken
tucky architect. During her formative years, Ruth
and her family lived at 624 E. Third St. in Newport;
later they moved to 105 Carolina Ave. in Fort
Thomas. Ruth graduated from Newport High
School in 1927 and attended Sullins College, in
Bristol, Tenn. She graduated from Western College
for Women (now part of Miami University), at Ox.
ford, Ohio. Ruth did postgraduate work at the Uni
versity of Cincinnati. Her first job was as a public
school teacher for the Tennessee Valley Authority.

Trimble was an ardent supporter of women's suf
frage during the last 20 years of the 19th century.
She was involved in numerous social issues, includ

Company and United Cork Company of Coving
ton and was a church secretary for Rev. Harold

ing women's property rights and the right to vote,
and was one of the founders of the Covington Equal
Rights Club. Her daughter was the internationally
known suffragist author Kate Woolsey, who wrote
Republics versus Women (1903).
Josephine W. Henry was a writer, teacher,
and women's rights activist. She joined the Ken
tucky Equal Rights Association but was expelled
from the organization owing to her extreme views
regarding religion and marriage. Subsequently, the
National American Woman Suffrage Association
gave her its Pioneer Distinguished Service award

Barkau at St. John United Church of Christ in

in 1920. She died in 1928.

She later worked for Pacific Mutual Life Insurance

Newport. In addition she did volunteer work for
Children's Hospital in Cincinnati.
In the early 1960s, she gave up outside employ
ment to concentrate on her writing career. Wolff
wrote four books, I, Keturah (1963), A Crack in

the Sidewalk (1965), A Trace of Footprints (1968),
and A Space Between (1970). She said that she was
intrigued by the name Keturah, which she had seen
on a gravestone in a local cemetery. That marker
could have been for Keturah Moss Leitch Taylor
(the wife of David Leitch and later of James Tay
lor Jr.), who was buried in Evergreen Cemetery
in Southgate. Ruth's father, Otto Daniel Wolff Sr.,
was also interred there. The setting for Wolff's sec
ondbook, A Crack in the Sidewalk, was her home

In 1923 Jesse Firth was the first woman to run

for public office in Kenton Co. A leader in the wom
en's suffrage and temperance movements, she also
served as an officer of the Kentucky Equal Rights
Association and later with the League of Women
Voters.

Alice Lloyd, a teacher most of her life, was also
a member of the Women's Temperance Union and
the Kentucky Equal Rights Association. Lloyd died
in 1951. She is not to be confused with the Alice

Lloyd who founded an Eastern Kentucky College.
Mattie Bruce Reynolds had a keen interest in
charities and social affairs, but her strongest affilia
tion was with women's suffrage. She hosted national
suffragist organizers at her home in Covington and

League. Many civil rights activities were launched
out of the L. B. Fouse Civic League, including
Congress of Racial Equality freedom riders
and NAACP meetings. Amo Lucille Powell Pe
ters organized local marches and peaceful demon
strations to end segregation and unfair conditions
for African Americans. She became chairperson of
the Maysville-Mason Co. Human Rights Com
mission and helped plan the 1964 march on Frank
fort in support of the upcoming Public Accommo
dations Act. Her personal visits with the owners of
local businesses and civic leaders led many to sup
port her efforts to hasten integration. Pamela E.
Mullins organized a student demonstration at
Covington's Holmes High School to protest the
school's inability to hire an adequate number of
African American teachers and a history curricu
lum that disregarded the experience of black
Americans. In 1988 she became the first African

American woman elected to the Covington Board
of Education. She lives in Covington today.
In politics, Rebekah Hechinger Hord be
came the first woman to serve on the Maysville city
commission and, after her election as Maysville
mayor in 1951, was the first woman ever to hold the
position of mayor of a city in Kentucky. She partici
pated in many civic and professional organizations.
Her daughter Harriett Cartmell also became
Maysville's mayor, in 1986. Dixie Lee, in 1966, was
the first woman in Kentucky to run for Congress in
the Democratic primary. She also ran for the U.S.

marched with four other Kenton Co. women in a

Senate and made her final bid for office in a run for

the Kentucky Senate in 1969. Lee continued her in
terest in politics by working for the Democratic
Party for many years. She died in 2001. Hanna
Baird, who moved to Florence, Ky., in 1964 with
her family, became involved in Democratic politics

experiences of Appalachians in their attempt to
adapt to the urban lifestyle; Newport was a frequent
destination for Appalachians. In addition to her

suffragist parade in Washington, D.C., in 1913, Ida
Mitchell Roff taught elocution in Covington in
the 1880s and later wrote articles on astronomy
and other subjects for the Cincinnati Enquirer
She also organized and arranged meetings for the
Kentucky Equal Rights Association. She died in
1939 in Mason Co., having spent all but the last two
years of her life in the Cincinnati area. Virginia

four books, Ruth wrote articles for Ladies Home

Adeline “Jennie” Rugg was one of Northern

tucky University, and several other institutions.

Journal, Redbook, and other similar publications.

Kentucky's leading suffragettes, pleading the case
of the franchise for women. She lived in Newport

town of Newport, although in the novel she called
the city Brockton. She indicated that the unusual
title came from the fact that almost everything
around her seemed to be covered with concrete, so

that the only place where plants grew was in the
cracks of the sidewalk. Ruth's books deal with the

In later life, she married J. Robert Wiseman, and

she assisted the homeless victims of war in North

ern Kentucky. She was also a clubwoman and an

“Minnie” Roebuck, and Patricia A. “Pat” Scott.

artist. Mary Moser became one of the founders of

Notable Northern Kentucky women in busi
ness and the professions include Vera Angel;
Clare Elsie Beatty, Virginia Bennett, Betty
Blake, Dr. Tracey Butler Ross, Judy Clabes;

most of her life and died in 1923 at Ashland.

Fort Thomas. She was buried in the Batavia Ceme

Scott Cleveland moved to Covington and be
came involved in a ladies' society that dedicated
itself to works of charity among the poor. In 1861
she was a founder of the St. Elizabeth Hospital (see

“Deaths, Mrs. Ruth Wolff Wiseman,” KP, June 15,
1972, 4.

In the area of social work, Henrietta Esther

“Mrs. Ruth Wolff Wiseman," KE, June 15, 1972, 24.

St. Elizabeth Medical Center). Cleveland died

“Parted Sidewalk, Site for City Flower Border," KP

in 1907. Kate E. Perry Mosher was a Southern
sympathizer during the Civil War. After the war,

December 8, 1965, 18K.

Wolff, Otto Dan, Jr. Telephone interview by Jack
Wessling October 2005.
Jack Wessling
WOMEN. Women of Northern Kentucky have
made significant and varied contributions to all as
pects of the region's development. Most notably,
many were activists, community leaders, and wom
en's rights champions. Anna Shaler Berry became
a dedicated women's rights activistanda close friend
of Mary Barlow Trimble and Susan B. Anthony.
The three women campaigned tirelessly for the legal
rights of women, especially the right to vote in the
40 years before the 19th Amendment was passed.

Cross, the Community Chest, Northern Ken
Nancy Diuguid of Carroll Co. broke new
ground with gay and feminist themes in her the
ater productions on the London (England) stage in
the 1980s and 1990s. She also launched arts proj
ects, working with prisoners, traumatized chil
dren, and victims of illness, rape, and abuse.
Many Northern Kentucky women made their
impact in the entertainment and acting arenas, in
cluding Dorothy Abbott, Betty Clooney, Rose
mary Clooney, Blanche Coldiron, Frances Denny
Drake (see Mrs. Drake), Lyda Florence Lewis,
Una Merkel, Erica Newman, Mary Wilton

the couple lived in Batavia, Ohio. Ruth Wolff Wise
man died of cancer at age 63, at St. Luke Hospital in
tery in Batavia, Ohio.

and in women's and children's issues. She also
served as a board member for the American Red

the Catholic Social Services in Northern Kentucky
and arranged for more than 300 children to be

placed in adoptive homes during her long career as
one of the region's first social workers. Moser died

Martha Purdon Comer; Elizabeth B. Dela

in 1987. Helen McNeeve Theissen, who was ac

ney, Cora Dow, owner of Dow Drugs; Mary B.

tive in Catholic charitable causes for the Archdio

Greene; Dr. Lucy Ann Dupuy Montz; Roxanne

cese of Cincinnati, brought Mother Teresa to Cov
ington. Theissen died in 2005.
In the area of civil rights, Alice Thornton
Shimfessel served as president of the community

Qualls; Mary Cabell Richardson; Dr. Sarah
M. Siewers; Dr. Louise Southgate; Patricia M.
Summe; Jane Summers; and Mary Wood.
Northern Kentucky has produced numerous
outstanding educators, among them Elizabeth B.

center that became known as the L. B. Fouse Civic

WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE

Cook Fouse, Ninona Miller, Rosella French

art have also had Northern Kentucky connections:
Harriette Simpson Arnow, Mary Wilson Betts,
Mary L. Mitchell Cady, Elizabeth Pickett Che

bombings. The information she turned up from an
informant led police to the persons responsible for
bombing a Harlan Co. detective's home. For that
work she was given the KSP medal for meritorious
service. In 1987 Schonecker returned to Dry Ridge
as a detective, working auto theft and child abuse

valier, Annette Cornell, Julia Stockton Dins

cases. She retired on November 30, 1993.

more, George Elliston, Berniece Hiser, Sue
Hamilton Jewell, Dorothy Ladd, Mary C.
McNamara, Anna Virginia Parker, Barbara

Although there can be no doubt that over the
years women took up positions on bucket brigades
and participated in fire watches and firefighting
when a fire occurred in their community, they were
not recognized as firefighters until much more re
cently. In the 1970s, Michele Westermeyerbegan by
serving two years as a volunteer firefighter with the
Erlanger Fire Department and then joined the Cov
ington Fire Department (CFD) on June 18, 1979. She
was Covington's first woman firefighter, the first
woman to drive the fire engine, the first woman lieu
tenant, the first woman captain, and the first woman
to run a firehouse (Hands Pk). She retired as captain
after 26 years of service. Soon afterward, the CFD
hired Betty Schwartz, who retired after 20 years as
an emergency medical technician (EMT) driver.
Tara Lytle, Covington's third woman firefighter, was

Porterfield, Jessie O. Yancey, and Kate Zoller.
Women talented in the fields of literature and

Paul, Frances Rickett, Elizabeth Madox Rob

erts, Dixie Selden, Mary Bruce Sharon, Helen
Truesdell, Caroline Williams, Ruth Wolff,

Eleanor Duncan Wood, and Rena Lusby
Yancey. Lina and Adelia Beard in the early 1880s
founded the nation's first girlscouting group, which
came to be known as the Camp Fire Girls. Lina and
Adelia wrote several books, the most famous being
The American Girls Handbook. Daniel Carter

Beard was their brother, and artist James Beard
was their father.

Women have been a part of the history of
Northern Kentucky, though neglected for the most
part in the historical record, since the days of Mary
Ingles's escape from Indian captivity at Big Bone
Lick in the mid-1750s.

Irvin, Helen Deiss. Women in Kentucky. Lexington:
Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1979.
Potter, Eugenia K, ed. Kentucky Women: Two Cen
turies of Indomitable Spirit and Vision. Louis

ville, Ky. Four Colour Imports, 1997.
Karen McDaniel

WOMEN POLICE OFFICERS AND FIRE

FIGHTERS. The first policewoman in Northern
Kentucky began to serve in the early 20th century.
In 1914 Mrs. Murray Hubbard urged the Coving
ton Women's Civic Commission to investigate the
hiring of a woman police officer, stating that larger

hired in 2000.

Newport had a woman firefighter during the
1970s; Tammy Webster joined the fire depart
ment in Fort Thomas in 1999, captains Joy McVey
and Jill James both served with the Florence Fire

Department. Other Northern Kentucky depart
ments with women firefighters include the Cen
tral Campbell Co. Fire Department and the de
partments of Dayton, Hebron, Independence,
and Wilder. In 2005 Kentucky had 30 women
serving with 14 fire departments.
“Micki N. White,” CE, June 7, 2002,4B.
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ter's administrative office is at 835 Madison Ave.,

Covington, and other offices are located in Flor
ence, Maysville, Williamstown, and Carrollton. In
2008 ground was broken for a new Regional Ser
vices Center in Hebron.

Currently, the Women's Crisis Center is the
only shelter for battered women and their children
in the eight-county Northern Kentucky Area
Development District (NKADD). The agency
works closely with NKADD to ensure that com
munity services for its clients are coordinated with
the efforts of other local social service agencies.
The center maintains an updated resource manual
so that it can mesh with other community services.
When clients enter the shelter, they receive help in
finding effective ways to facilitate the intervention,
evaluation, and delivery of services; the purpose is
to achieve an immediate resolution to the crisis at

hand. First, the victim's most urgent needs are as
sessed. Then the delivery of needed items or ser
vices to alleviate the person's most pressing con
cerns follows.
For children, there are services offered that

protect them from abuse and court-appointed le.
galadvocates who try to help children to recognize
that abuse is not their fault and is not an acceptable
norm. Also, the center offers an array of nonresi
dential services that allow abused children to heal.

Children learn that they have the right to say no, to
get away from being abused, and to tell an adult
what has happened when abuse has occurred. The
center has found that the need for intervention

through prevention and education is acute. Its
team education program in the elementary schools
works with an average of 500 disclosures of abuse
of children annually.
A court advocate is available for the victim at

“Sandy Schonecker," KP December 27, 1978, 1K.

cities had done so with success. In March 1915 Al

WOMEN'S CRISIS CENTER. The Northern

ice Voorhees was given police authority under the
Covington Department of Public Safety as a hu
mane matron and worked with women and juve

20 volunteers in 1975. In March 1979 its name

niles. Two years later, when a new mayor took office,

organization was extending its services to battered

shelosther job. Voorhees returned to public service
from 1937 to 1940 as assistant police matron.

women. Some people then, and even today, do not

any time in the process offiling for an emergency
protection order, and this advocate also accompa
nies victims to court hearings. Court advocates
explain to victims the nature and implications of
legal procedures and facilitate child care and trans
portation services during court attendance while
providing advocacy and emotional support. Hos
pital advocacy is also available from volunteers
who offer rape crisis counseling in cases of domes

know what constitutes a "battered woman"; this is

tic violence. Victims are made aware of resources

Joan Penick made headlines in 1970, when the

true especially when the victims are young moth
ers or sexually abused women, or both. Often the
victims do not know it is a crime to verbally, emo
tionally, or physically mistreat a person. Three in
dividuals who were influential in the development
and funding of women's crisis centers statewide
and locally were former Kentucky governor Mar
tha Layne Collins (1983–1987), local attorney Su
zanne Cassidy, and well-known local business
woman Marge Schott.

and information during emergency room visits.

"Rape Crisis Center Gets Name Change," Colonel

The mission of the Women's Crisis Center is to

as in the nation, the social activists dubbed "suf

car with a married officer.

speak for and empower adults and children who

fragettes" were women who generally came from

In 1978, Sandy Tretter Schonecker, of Coving
ton, was hired as the first woman Kentucky state
trooper (KSP). In 1980 she joined special investiga
tions as a state police detective; in that role she was
an undercover officer investigating the bombings of
coal tipples in Harlan Co. Posing as the niece of a
mafia kingpin, she bought dynamite and witnessed

have survived domestic violence, sexual abuse, or

families with at least some means. Most were edu

rape. Besides serving as an advocate for victims,
the Women's Crisis Center provides crisis inter
vention, counseling, education, referrals to other
kinds of social services agencies, and shelter for

cated, having attended schools other women could

Covington Police Department appointed her a po
lice officer in the juvenile division. She rose to the
rank of captain before her retirement in 1996. Also
during that time, Janet Radenheimer was hired;
she retired as a police sergeant. In 1975 Micki
White was the first woman to serve on the Florence

Police Department. Later she had police duties in
Fort Wright and after that was a patrolwoman for
the Kenton Co. police. When she began in Flor
ence in 1975, she was not allowed to ride in a patrol

Nancy J. Tretter

Kentucky Rape Crisis Center was started with
changed to the Women's Crisis Center because the

abuse survivors. There are two 24-hour crisis lines

in operation within Northern Kentucky. The cen

Kentucky Women's Crisis Center. http://mivictims.
org/kentucky/mission.html (accessed June 7,
2006).

Covington's Chronicle, March 1979,9.
Robin Rider Osborne

WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE. In Northern Kentucky

not afford; in addition, these woman had the lei
sure time to become involved in reform works. For

the most part, they seem to have been mainline
Protestants—Episcopalians, Methodists, and Pres
byterians. Once slavery was abolished in 1863 with
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WOOD, ELEANOR DUNCAN

the Emancipation Proclamation, many of Ameri
ca's female social reformers turned their attention

to the cause of women's voting rights. “Equal rights
for men and women" was the clarion call of what

soon came to be known as the women's suffrage
movement.

Nationally, the best-known suffragette was
Massachusetts-born Susan B. Anthony (1820–

1906), the daughter of a Quaker abolitionist. She
did not live to see the passage of the 19th Amend
ment to the U.S. Constitution, which allowed
women to vote in the national elections of 1920.

Anthony began her reform work in the temper
ance movement, then moved on to antislavery,
before joining the battle for women's voting rights.
She visited Northern Kentucky at least twice: in
October 1879, she spoke at the Odd Fellows Hall in
Newport and stayed at the home of Anna Shaler
Berry, wife of Albert Seaton Berry, and in 1894
Anthony was a guest in the home of Mary Barlow
Trimble of Covington.
In parts of Kentucky, some women (the few un
married ones who owned taxable property) were
permitted to vote in school-related elections as a
result of a law passed in 1838, the first such school
suffrage bill in the nation. Their vote was restricted
to school bonds and school trustee selection. In

1894 school suffrage was extended only to all
womenofsecond-class Kentuckycities—Lexington,
Covington, and Newport—because the state legis
lature reasoned that only women from those areas
had petitioned for the right. By 1902 even that lim
ited privilege was reversed for racist reasons; it was
feared that black women in Lexington might gain
control of the city's school system. Thus, it could be
argued that this short-lived taste of suffrage helped
to propel the movement both statewide and in the
nation.

Within Kentucky, the most famous suffragist
was Laura Clay, daughter of abolitionist Cassius B.
Clay. Within Northern Kentucky, there were sev
eral women, many of them friends of Laura Clay,
who pushed, and pushed hard, for the right of

was that the hired help was able to care for her fam
ily. Other daughters involved in the movement in
cluded Grace “Fanny"Trimble Facklers, an interna
tional socialite who split her time between London
and New York City, and Helen Trimble Highton, a
delegate to the Kentucky Equal Rights Association
(KERA) meeting in 1913, held in Louisville.
Newport-born Josephine W. Henry, the
niece of John A. Williamson, was part of the
wealthy Williamson family. In 1888 she was lobby
ing for women's voting rights in Frankfort before
the legislature, and later she lobbied for women's
property rights. She was an active member of
KERA and a strong supporter of Laura Clay. At
meetings she often spoke just before Clay on the
program. In 1920 Henry was given a national
award as “a pioneer of the women's rights move
ment." In 1890 she became the first woman to run

for a state office in Kentucky, although at the time
her fellow suffragettes could not cast their votes for

“Four Women Are Delegates,” KTS, November 19,
1913, 14.

Fuller, Paul E. Laura Clay and the Women's Rights
Movement. Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky Press,
1975,

Reis, Jim. “Winning the Right to Vote, KP, Novem
ber 8, 2004, 4K.

Woolsey, Kate Trimble. Republics versus Woman.

London: Gay and Bird, 1903.
WOOD, ELEANORDUNCAN (b. January 10,
1869, Philadelphia, Pa.; d. June 13, 1936, Maysville,
Ky). Eleanor Wood's parents were Dr. Arthur F.
Wood and Eleanor Duncan. Eleanor married Clar

ence L. Wood. A poet, she was one of 60 contes
tants who submitted poems in 1922 for the Memo
rial Building to honor those who died in World
War I, which was being erected on the University
of Kentucky campus in Lexington. Wood's poem,
“In Memoriam," was chosen to adorn the side of

the Memorial Building. Wood published a collec

her.

tion of her poetry titled Largesse. Some of her po
Another contemporary women's rights activ
ist, Jennie Rugg, who came from a wealthy fam
ily, was also from Newport. In the early 1880s she

ems appeared in magazines; for example, “The
Conqueror" was published in Lippincott's Maga
zine in 1913. Other poems of hers were “The Fail

demanded the franchise for women. She was a del
ure" and “In Nazareth.” Eleanor Wood died of

egate to the 1884 KERA Convention along with
fellow Newport residents Mrs. John A. William
son and Mrs. Thomas Laurens Jones (Mary
Keturah Taylor), a granddaughter of Gen. James
Taylor.
A medical doctor who was part of this move
ment was Dr. Louise Southgate. Scion of the fa
mous Southgate family, Southgate practiced in
Covington and was on the staffoſthat city's Booth
Memorial Hospital. She helped many young
Covington ladies with issues of women's health
and was a speaker at the KERA meeting held in
Covington in 1909. Two other Covington suffrag
ists were Mattie Reynolds, who hosted national
suffragist organizers at her home at 502 Greenup
St. and in 1913 marched with four other Kenton

heart failure in 1936 at age 67 and was buried in
Washington, Ky.
Calvert, Jean, and John Klee, Maysville, Kentucky:

From Past to Present in Pictures. Maysville, Ky:
Mason Co. Museum, 1983.

Kentucky Death Certificate No. 17253, for the year
1936.

Noe, J. T. C. A Brief Anthology of Kentucky Poetry.

Lexington: Univ. of Kentucky Extension Service,
1936.

Poets' Corner, www.theotherpages.org/poems.
“Prize Poem to Be Engraved on Memorial Building to
Kentucky's World War Dead,” KTS, April 18, 1922,
27.

“Prize-Winning Memorial Poem in Kentucky," KTS,
October 2, 1922, 16.
Thomas S. Ward

Co. women in a suffragist parade in Washington,
D.C.; and Mrs. Eugenia B. Farmer, a Covington
school board member.

the family wealth, time, and status to promote their
cause. Kate Woolsey took her arguments to the

became Mason Co.'s foremost women's rights
leader. Another of Laura Clay's close friends, Lloyd
did not support the proposed U.S. constitutional
amendment as a solution to women's suffrage. In
stead, she believed that each state individually

WOOD, MARY (b. January 19, 1914, New Or
leans, La.; d. May 6, 2002, Fort Wright, Ky.) Witty
television and radio critic Mary Thompson Hawes
Wood, a descendant of Confederate general James
Morrison Hawes, was probably best known as a
commentator and a humorist. She was the daugh
ter of Lee and Ida May Thompson Hawes. In the

streets of New York City and London, England, as

should offer the vote to women—that it was not a

1930s her father was the business editor of the

well as those of her native Covington, where she

federal issue.

Cincinnati Enquirer. Mary attended Holmes
High School and graduated from the Millers
burg (Ky.) Female Institute. She later attended col
lege both in Missouri and at Morehead State Col

women to vote. Perhaps the most famous Northern

Kentucky women's rights activist was Kate Trim
ble Woolsey. She was the daughter of Mary Barlow
Trimble, also a women's rights activist, and Judge
William Trimble. Both Kate and her mother had

From Germantown came Alice Lloyd, who

lived in the Trimble mansion at the southeast cor

KERA remained active from 1881 to 1920.

ner of Robbins St. and Madison Ave., now the site of

Similar organizations in other states evolved into
what became the League of Women Voters after
the passage of the 19th Amendment. Since Cov
ington and Newport provided many of KERA's
initial members, several of the organization's an
nual meetings were held in Northern Kentucky,
including those of 1897, 1901, and 1905. There was
a Susan B. Anthony Club in Cincinnati, and many
Northern Kentucky women were members, in
cluding the club's president in 1906, medical doc
tor Sarah Siewers. This club's legacy lives on
through a Susan B. Anthony Day Dinner held an
nually in Cincinnati.

a Walgreen Drug Store. In 1903, while living in
London, Woolsey published a book entitled Re
publics versus Woman, criticizing the inequities
of modern democracies. In it she pleaded for pas
sage of legislation on behalf of women's rights,
which she claimed were being held back by slow
moving governments.

Kate's mother, Mary Trimble, was a prominent
figure in national suffragette circles. A friend of
Anthony,Trimble often was disparaged by Coving
ton society for spending far too much time on her
causes and neglecting her family. Trimble's rebuttal

lege in Kentucky. She married Charles P. "Chip"
Wood in Newport on January 29, 1934. Mary
Wood wrote soap operas for WLW radio, then
worked for the Cincinnati Post for 36 years and
enjoyed a loyal following as she covered the ca
reers of Bob Braun, Nick Clooney, Rosemary
Clooney, Paul Dixon, and Ruth Lyons. She be
came a good friend of the family of Larry Hag
man, star of the successful television series Dal

las. Her most popular columns probably were her
animal stories, starring her beloved collie, Buster.

WOODLAWN

She lived in Covington and “led the effort to pre
serve Riverside Dr., fighting efforts to tear down
these old homes and put up a highrise," according
to Pat Flannery, an attorney friend and neighbor.

Bryantsburg, Ind. His military career eventually
led him from Louisville, Ky., to the Philippines and
from a posting in Alaska to one in Kentucky at the
Fort Thomas Military Reservation.

973

ties during this period had to do with recruitment
and with promotion of the sale of war bonds. Af
terward, he moved back to a farm near Vevay, Ind.,
where he was found dead at age 68 on August 13,

In the announcement of her retirement, the Post

Woodfill received a Medal of Honor for his ac

1951. The date of his death was estimated to be Au

said: "Every newspaper office needs a Mary, and
few get them. Like the title of her first book, Just
Lucky I Guess, we here at the Post most certainly
have been." Mary Wood died in 2002, in a nursing
home, and was buried at Highland Cemetery in

tions at Cunel, France, on October 12, 1918; a 1st

gust 10. He was buried first at the Jefferson Co.
Cemetery near Madison, Ind., and later, on Octo
ber 17, 1951, in Arlington National Cemetery in
Arlington, Va., near the tomb of General Pershing.
A marker was placed in the yard of the Jefferson
Co., Ind., courthouse in memory of Woodfill. In
Northern Kentucky a large bronze Kentucky State
highway marker recounting Woodfill's exploits

Fort Mitchell.

Billman, Rebecca. “Witty and Fearless, She Was a Lo
cal Icon, CE, May 9, 2002, B9.
Bird, Rick. “She Covered Broadcasting with Style and
Wit.” KP, May 8, 2003,2K.

Cornell, Si, “Mary Wood to Retire," CP December 9,
1978, 2.

Wood, Mary. In One Ear and Gone Tomorrow. Cin
cinnati: Southgate Press, 1978.
. Just Lucky I Guess. New York: Doubleday,
1967.

Ann Hicks

lieutenant, he was serving there with the 60th In
fantry, 5th Division. His citation relates how he led
his company in battle when they were under Ger
man machine-gun fire. Through his skill and brav
ery, he overcame at least a dozen Germans armed
with machine guns and inspired his men to suc
cessfully carry out their objective.
Woodfill married Lorena Blossom Wiltshire, a

stands in front of the Samuel Woodfill School, and

native of Covington, on December 26, 1917, in Fort
Thomas. They lived in a home on the military post
until he retired on December 23, 1923, after 22 years
ofactive military service. Their next home was at the

both the school and the Military Museum at the
Fort Thomas Community Center have portraits of

corner of Alexandria Pk and Hawthorne Ave., in

Arlington National Cemetery Website, www
arlingtoncemetery.net/woodfil.htm (accessed May

the southern part of the city of Fort Thomas. The
couple had no children. The Samuel Woodfill Ele
mentary School, named in Woodfill's honor, is now

Woodfill.

14, 2008).
Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Committees Print

15, Ninety-third Congress, First Session. Wash

located within two blocks of their former home.

ington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1973.
WOODEN, JOHN ROBERT (b. October 14,
1910, Centerton, Ind.), John R. Wooden is one of the

premier collegiate basketball coaches of all time, the

Woodfill, a tall, quiet, retiring man, was recognized
as a military hero throughout the community, but
he never made a show of his accomplishments.

one whose teams have won the most NCAA cham

When he was asked to run for a seat in the U.S. Con

pionships (10). He was a three-time All-American

gress, he declined.
While the ceremony of the burial of the na
tion's Unknown Soldier was being planned in
1921, some 3,000 names of outstanding soldiers
of the Army Expeditionary Force (AEF) of World

guard at Purdue University in West Lafayette, Ind.,
and the college basketball playerofthe year for 1932.
Wooden's first teaching-coachingjob was at Dayton
High School, Dayton, Ky. (see Dayton Public
Schools). There he taught English and coached bas
ketball for two seasons, 1932–1934, and his team's

names were presented to Gen. John “Black Jack"
Pershing; he was to select three of them to be
among the U.S. Army's honor guard for the event.
Upon seeing Woodfill's name, the general pro
claimed, "I've already selected that man as the
outstanding soldier of the A.E.F." The other two
were the army's legendary Sgt. Alvin C. York and
Col. Charles White Whittlesey, the wartime com

at Terre Haute. In 1948 he left to become head bas

mander of the famed Lost Battalion. A whirlwind

ketball coach at the University of California at Los
Angeles (UCLA), where he became the legendary
“Wizard of Westwood.” He retired from coaching

Wooden, John R., with Steve Jamison. Wooden: A

of activities preceded and followed the ceremony.
joined by his wife, Woodfill went to Washington,
D.C., where Kentucky senator Richard P. Ernst
of Covington took him to the White House to
meet President Warren G. Harding (1921–1923).
The U.S. Congress adjourned after recognizing
Woodfill and held a banquet in his honor. Later
in New York City, Woodfill was received and her
alded by members of the New York Stock Ex
change, which suspended business for three

Lifetime of Observations and Reflections on and

hours. Woodfill also met with Marshall Foch of

off the Court. Lincolnwood, Ill.: Contemporary

France, was honored at a reception in the Hippo
drome, and was given a banquet by the army's 5th

after the end of the 1974–1975 basketball season and

campus.

Chapin, Dwight, and Jeff Prugh. The Wizard of
Westwood: Coach John Wooden and His UCLA

Bruins. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1973.

Books, 1997.

Michael R. Sweeney

ervation Description and History,” NKH 6, no. 2
(Spring-Summer 1999), 6–9.
Thomas, Lowell. Woodfill of the Regulars. Garden

City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1929.
“Woodfill Body to Be Taken to Arlington,” KP Au
gust 15, 1955, 1.

Betty Maddox Daniels

War I were reviewed. One hundred of these

losing basketball record that first season was the
only one Coach Wooden ever had. He was also the
high school's football coach in 1932. From Dayton
High School, he went to a coaching position in bas
ketball at Central High School in South Bend, Ind.
After serving in the U.S. Navy during World War
II, he coached basketballat Indiana State University

today lives in Encino, Calif., not far from the UCLA

Medal of Honor Recipients 1865–1973.

Daniels, Betty Maddox. "Fort Thomas Military Res

Division.

WOODLAWN. This sixth-class Campbell Co.
city, incorporated on October 17, 1922, is located
on a hill southeast of Newport. It is surrounded by
the cities of Bellevue, Fort Thomas, and Newport.
Earlier, the area was known as the Old Odd Fel

lows Grove. Around 1905, James E. McCracken

and attorney Howard Benton subdivided the
grove and formed the Woodlawn Home Com
pany. The engineering firm of Glazier and Mor
lidge surveyed and laid out the initial five streets;
the sewers and paving of roads came later. New
port's main water line underneath Waterworks
Rd., Woodlawn's northern boundary, was tapped
to supply the city with water. In 1912 the city was
being considered as the home of a proposed Ro
man Catholic parish, which eventually became
St. Francis de Sales in adjacent Cote Brilliante.
In 1915 the Newport Women's Club opened its
East End Park adjacent to Woodlawn along Wa
terworks Rd., next to the old Delicious Dairy. Al
though the park was not in Woodlawn, it quickly
became the playground for Woodlawn children.
For many years, the park was known as Maple
Grove and was owned by Ed Bartlett, who oper

WOODFILL, SAMUEL, MAJOR (b. January 6,
1883, Jefferson Co., Ind; d. August 13, 1951, near

After his retirement from the military, Wood
fill attempted to operate an apple and peach farm
between Silver Grove and Flagg Springs in Camp

Vevay, Ind.). Samuel Woodfill, a distinguished

bell Co., but the endeavor was not successful. He

sons of Bartlett were Thomas "Red" Bartlett, long
time Campbell Co. Boys Club and recreation di
rector; and Lou Bartlett, the former Woodlawn

ated a saloon at the site after Prohibition. Two

World War I veteran and Medal of Honor recipi

then worked as a watchman at the Andrews Steel

ent, was the son of Mexican War and Civil War

Mill in Newport until World War II began. The

fire chief. Maple Grove had tennis and horseshoe

veteran John H. Woodfill. By age 10, after being
taught by his father and gaining practice by hunting
wild turkeys, the youth had become an expert rifle
man. In March 1901 he entered the U.S. Army at

famous radio commentator Lowell Thomas wrote

courts; a baseball field, which was home to the

a biography of him, Woodfill of the Regulars.
During World War II, Woodfill was recalled to
service and promoted to the rank of major; his du

Woodlawn Volunteer Fire Department's summer
baseball league; and, in the woods behind center
field, a cave where local children played. In about

974 woods, GRANVILLE T.
1917 the men of Woodlawn formed the Wood

electrical and mechanical devices such as switches,

lawn Welfare Association for the purpose of road
building and other community improvements.
Charles Pirman was its first president. During the
1920s, both Newport and Bellevue rejected
Woodlawn's requests to be annexed. Wilson Rd.
was constructed in 1926–1927, making access to

telegraph systems, and appliances. A short time
later, Woods moved to New York City, where he
sold a number of his patents to Thomas A. Edison
and his General Electric Company, the American
Bell Telephone Company, and the Westinghouse
Air Brake Company. Woods obtained some 60
patents during his life. He never married. Woods
died in 1910 at Harlem Hospital after suffering a
stroke and was buried at St. Michael's Cemetery,

Bellevue and the Fort Thomas streetcar line (see

Streetcars) easier. The center of the community
since about 1950 has been the Woodlawn Volun

teer Fire Department firehouse. Other centers of
community life included the gasoline station at
the northwest corner of Waterworks and Wilson

Astoria, in Queens Co., N.Y.
KSJ, January 3, 1889, 4.

Low, W. Augustus, ed. Encyclopedia of Black Amer
Rds., which for many years was Bernie Brinkman's

ica. New York; McGraw-Hill, 1981.

works and East Crescent, operated in the early
1960s by former Cincinnati Royals basketball

Theodore H. H. Harris

coach Tom Marshall. There is no school in Wood

WOODYARD, WILLIAM (b. 1774, Virginia; d.
1858, Williamstown, Ky.) William Woodyard, an
educated early settler of Grant. Co., arrived in 1808
and became a prosperous landowner. In 1820, with

Francis de Sales in Cote Brilliante and to New

the formation of Grant Co. and its courts, he was

appointed one of the first justices. Woodyard par
ticipated in granting tavern licenses, setting bound
aries for precincts, and naming constables. In 1826
he became county sheriff and also served as tax col
lector, election judge, estate appraiser, and admin
istrator. He and his wife Rebecca, a relative of Henry
Clay, raised 10 children on a farm one mile north of

side. The interstate also isolated Woodlawn from

the eastside of Newport and severed most of its pre
vious connections with the Cote Brilliante neigh
borhood. Over the years there have been a few busi
nesses in Woodlawn: Mary Wallaces fruitcake and
candy company; Bartlett's Auto Body; and a num
ber ofbuilders, including Joe Becker, Barney Fehler,
Adam Feinauer, Greg Ferring, and Carl Huber. To
day the fire department continues, but the gas sta
tion and the Woodlawn Inn are gone. Newport
provides police service. In 2000 the U.S. Census
Bureau reported that Woodlawn had a population
of 268.

U.S. Census Bureau. “American FactFinder. DataSet.

Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SFI) 100-Percent
Data. Custom Table." www.census.gov (accessed
March 29, 2005).

Jerome L. Kendall

WOODS, GRANVILLE T. (b. April 23, 1846,
Columbus, Ohio; d. January 30, 1910, New York
City). Granville Woods, known as “the black
Thomas Edison," was a pioneer African American

inventor and businessman. After mastering the
trades of a machinist and a blacksmith, and after

working as a railroad fireman and engineer, Woods
completed a series of college courses in electrical
and mechanical engineering between 1876 and

Walker was listed as a wool carder in the 1850 cen

sus for Bracken Co., but it is not known whether

Walker was an employee of a factory or self em
ployed. J. A. Lee ran a woolen mill or carding mill
at Brooksville during 1876–1877.
The woolen industry was more established at
Newport in Campbell Co., where Benjamin Clif.
William M. Walker, James Taylor Jr., James Tay
William M. Walker incorporated the Newport
Manufacturing Company on November 26, 1831.
By 1836 this company's extensive operations in
cluded a cotton factory, a woolen factory, a hemp
mill, and other endeavors that employed 329 indi
viduals. A story in the January 9, 1836, local Daily
Evening Post reported that the company had “fifty
power looms for the manufacture of Kentucky
jeans, linseys, and cotton plains. . . and the neces
sary auxiliary machinery for the manufacture of
cotton bagging, by steam power." Between 1892
and 1908, two other woolen mills were mentioned

the courthouse in Williamstown, on the west side

in Newport. The June 10, 1892, Kentucky Post in

of the Dry Ridge Trace (U.S. 25, Dixie Highway).
Woodyard was buried near the Williamstown Par
ticular Baptist Church.

dicated that the Forinshell Woolen Mills of De

troit, Mich., would consider a move to Newport if
the city offered some inducements. The Ohio Val
ley Woolen Mills Company was located at the

Barnes, Betty M. "Woodyard Family," Footsteps of
southwest corner of First St. and Park Ave. in
the Past, December 25, 1997, 19.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County, Ken
tucky. Williamstown, Ky. Grant Co. Historical
Society, 1992.
Pease, Janet K., comp. Kentucky County Court Rec

Newport.

Historian Collins reported one wool-carding
factory in Carroll Co. Three woolen mills in Car
rollton were John Howe & Sons (1876–1880), John

ords, Grant, Harrison, Pendleton. Williamstown,

& W. F. Howe & Company (1881–1884), and Car

Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1985.

rollton Woolen Mills (1887–1896).

Kentucky Land Office. “Kentucky Cities Database."
http://apps.sos.ky.gov/land/cities (accessed March
29, 2005).

his History of Kentucky, Richard Collins reported
one wool factory at Burlington in Boone Co. and
one wool-carding factory in Bracken Co. Will E.

lor Sr., Isaiah Thomas, John W. Tibbatts, and

port Central Catholic High School. In the

early 1960s, Carl Huber built the Woodlawn Ter
race subdivision, adding 21 new homes to the city.
In the early 1980s, the construction of I-471 (see
Expressways) took many homes on the city's west

woolen mills of Boone and Bracken counties. In

ford Jr., Darius B. Holbrook, S. R. M. Holbrook,

Texaco Station, and the Woodlawn Inn at Water

lawn; public education is supplied by the Camp
bell Co. Public Schools. Woodlawn's predomi
nantly Catholic population sends students to St.

raised and sheared, stretching, and pressing, it was
ready for sale.
Little information is available concerning the

WOOLEN MILLS. The woolen industry was an
important business in Northern Kentucky during
the 19th century. By the beginning of the 20th cen
tury it was nearly gone, however, and today it has
disappeared. Woolen mills were complex factories
equipped with extensive equipment for processing
raw wool into finished products. A glimpse of a
woolen mill in Northern Kentucky appeared in an
article in the June 29, 1867, Maysville Republican,

describing how the Murphysville Manufacturing
Company in Mason Co. operated. The article ex
plained that after the wool was received at the fac
tory, it was sorted into different grades on the basis
of color and quality and then cleaned by machin
ery in a scouring room, dyed, rinsed, and dried.

The wool still needed further cleaning at this stage,

1878. In 1880 he came to Cincinnati and founded

to remove dust, dirt, and other substances. In sub

the Woods Electric Company. In 1888 he moved to
Covington and resided on Lynn St. In late 1888,
while operating the Woods Electric Company in
Cincinnati, he started a similar enterprise in New
port. He incorporated his manufacturing enter
prise on January 21, 1889, as the G. T. Woods Man
ufacturing Company. The company manufactured

sequent steps, it was oiled, weighed, and wound
into rope, which was at first coarse and became
smaller and stronger as processing continued. A
machine called a condenser converted the rope
into yarn, which could then be woven into cloth.
After the cloth underwent several additional pro
cedures, among them shrinking, having its nap

Grant Co. had woolen mill operators in the
community of New Eagle Mills, including G. W.
Saylers (1876–1882), John A. Collins (1883–1884),
and James F. Saylers (1883–1884). Two other
woolen mills were in Williamstown: D. Cunning
ham & Company (1865–1866) and Daniel L. Cun
ningham (1883–1884).
In Kenton Co., four minor woolen mills oper
ated in Covington: Glaser & Brother at the south
east corner of Scott and Front Sts. (1866), the Ken

tucky Woolen Mills at 738–740 Madison Ave.
(1868), F. Gray on the northeast corner of Eighth
St. and Madison Ave. (1869), and A & G. H. Mont

gomery at 258 Pike St. (1895). The Covington

Woolen Mills (1876–1895), at 254 Pike St. during
1897–1902, appears to have been the primary

woolen mill in Covington. It was owned by John
Herold and his brother. The August 27, 1892, Ken
tucky Post indicated that Herold's Covington
Woolen Mills had failed. However, subsequent city
directories suggest that the mill continued until
1902. The varying company name and address
were listed as J. & G. Herold, on the north side of

Lexington Pk between Main and Riddle Sts.
(1861–1866); on the north side of Pike St, opposite

WORLD WAR I

Kip St. (1866); at 252 Pike St. (1868); at 256–258
Pike St. (1869–1871, 1878); at 256 Pike St. (1872–
1888); and John Herold & Sons at 256 Pike St. (1890
and 1896). John Herold was born in Bavaria, Ger

many, in 1819 and migrated to the United States
in 1838. Initially, he worked five or six years in a
woolen mill owned by a man named Geizendurf
and subsequently began his own business.
In Mason Co., O. Hanna & Company oper
ated a woolen mill in the community of Dover
during 1883–1884. The Maysville Woolen Manu
facturing Company was incorporated on January
16, 1866, by William W. Baldwin, David Clark,
Robert A. Cochran, George L. Forman, Peter
Lashbrooke, Elijah Loyd, Henry Smoot, and Wil
liam E. Smoot. Murphysville, a small Mason Co.
community about nine miles south of Maysville
on the North Fork of the Licking River, had the
Murphysville Manufacturing Company, which
was incorporated on March 2, 1867. The dye house
at the mill was under the supervision of Timothy
D. Lutcliffe of Roxburg, Mass., who had previously
worked at the Bay State mills and carpet factory in
that state. The superintendent of the practical de
partment was working under George S. Baker, for
merly with Tilton and Baker, a cloth and woolen
goods manufacturer of Sanborndon Bridge, N.H.
With equipment brought in from Massachusetts
and Connecticut and experienced men with back
grounds in the woolen industry, the Murphysville
Manufacturing Company was an impressive op
eration. It appears that successors to the Murphys
ville Manufacturing Company were Evans &
Wright in 1876–1977 and Wright & Wood, who
were listed in editions of the Kentucky State Gaz
etteer and Business Directory between 1879 and

Clift, G. Glenn. History of Maysville and Mason
County. Lexington, Ky. Transylvania, 1936.
Collins, Richard H. History of Kentucky Covington,
Ky: Collins, 1882.

Hodgman, George H. Hodgman and Co.'s Kentucky
State Gazetteer, Shippers' Guide, and Business

Directory, for 1865 and 1866. Louisville, Ky.
Hodgman, 1865.

Maysville Eagle, December 19, 1827, June 23, 1828.
Perrin, William Henry, J. H. Battle, and G. C. Kniffin.
Kentucky: A History of the State. Louisville, Ky.
F. A. Battey, 1888.

R. L. Polk Company. Kentucky State Gazetteer and
Business Directory. Detroit: R. L. Polk, 1876–

R. L. Polk Company and A. C. Danser. Kentucky

“Judge Wm. W. Trimble Died,” KSJ, September 2,

Bracken and Pendleton counties, Woodhead was a

woolen manufacturer from England who settled in
Pendleton Co. in 1866. Two wool carders listed in

the Pendleton census for 1850 included James P.

1886, 4.

“A Sharp Protest,” Lexington Leader, April 12, 1903, 7.

Univ. of Cincinnati, 1989.
John Boh
Charles D. Hockensmith
WORLD WAR I. Before the United States en

and the lower classes, she asserted. In November

(1887–1906). According to the local Lake atlas for

1913, 14.

1876–1877. Detroit: R. L. Polk, 1876.

Tenkotte, Paul A. “Rival Cities to Suburbs. Covington
and Newport, Kentucky, 1790–1890, PhD diss.,

Acts of Kentucky. Frankfort, Ky., 1832, 1866, 1867.
An Atlas of Bracken and Pendleton Counties, Ken
tucky. Philadelphia: D. J. Lake, 1884.

Pendleton Co. Later, two woolen mills existed in

Falmouth: Joshua Woodhead's woolen mill near
Zoder (1874–1884) and the Falmouth Woolen Mills

2, 1907, 3.

“Ida S. Blick Letter," KP, October 16, 1905, 4.

southern textile factories. Women's status had

New Liberty in Owen Co. during 1865–1866. Col
lins reported in his history one wool factory in

Good in New York—Commonwealth Well Repre
sented," KP, February 3, 1915, 1.
"Colonial Daughters Hold a Meeting," KP December

State Gazetteer and Business Directory, for

annual wool festival.

leton counties. Miner & Parker ran a woolen mill at

Bronner, Milton. "Kentuckians Who Have Made

“Four Women Are Delegates," KTS, November 11,

Hopper and William J. Wheeler. To this day, the
wool industry in Falmouth is celebrated with an

The community of Washington in Mason Co.
had an early wool factory owned by Enos Wood
ward. The December 19, 1827, Maysville Eagle
carried an ad placed by Woodward seeking one
or two weavers as employees for this factory. The
following month, on January 23, 1828, the news
paper carried a long ad in which Woodward in
formed the public that he had purchased the wool
factory formerly occupied by William Richey in
Washington.
Woolen mills also operated in Owen and Pend

ington at a convention of the Kentucky Equal
Rights Association in Louisville. In 1915 the Ken
tucky Post reported that Kate Trimble Woolsey,
"one of the leading writers in the suffrage cause”
(see Women's Suffrage), was spending most of
her time in New York City, Europe, and Coving
ton, Ky. The story of Kate Woolsey's last years and
death has yet to be uncovered.

1895.

WOOLSEY, KATE TRIMBLE (b. ca. 1858, Cyn
thiana, Ky., date and place of death unknown). Kate
Trimble, an author and a suffragette, was the daugh
ter of judge William W. Trimble and Mary Bar
low Trimble. Kate was exposed to some wom
en's-rights influences from her birth family. In 1874,
her father purchased a mansion at the southeast cor
ner of Madison Ave. and Robbins St. in Covington,
in the name of his wife. In 1894, when the Equal
Rights Society of Covington attended the Ohio
Woman State Suffrage Convention in Cincinnati,
Ohio, Kate's mother entertained as her houseguests
famous suffragettes Helen Taylor Upton and Susan
B. Anthony.
In 1881 Kate Trimble married Eugene de Roode
of Lexington. She subsequently spent four years as
a widow in London, England. In 1893 she married
Edward J. Woolsey of New York City, who was
newly divorced and quite wealthy. For the couple's
wedding, Kate's widowed mother invited many
dignitaries to Covington, including the U.S. secre
tary of the treasury, John G. Carlisle, and foreign
guests such as the king of Bulgaria, Princess Maria
De Bourbon from the Bourbon royal family, and
the English dowager duchess of Wellington. Kate
Woolsey's book, a short volume entitled Republics
versus Woman, was published in 1903. There she
argued that the American republic was more op
pressive for disenfranchised women than were the
monarchies of Europe. She also claimed in her
book that her great-aunt had urged her great-uncle
Robert Trimble to draft a bill in support of married
women's property rights and their guardianship
rights. Also in 1903 Woolsey became a member of
the Daughters of the American Revolution. Then
in 1907, the newly organized Society of Colonial
Daughters engaged her as a guest speaker. In her
speech, “Women of the Colonial Period," she de
nounced the plight of females working in the

1888.
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fallen below that of male immigrants, ex-slaves,
1913, four prominent local suffragettes, including
Woolsey's sister, Helen Highton, represented Cov

tered the war, a rally of Covington and Kenton Co.
citizens was held at the Covington Public Li
brary auditorium on May 1, 1916, to encourage
political officials to stay out of the war in Europe.
Many of the people in attendance were of German
birth or ancestry. Their pleas were ultimately un
successful, and by April 1917, the United States was
at war with the Central Powers.

Northern Kentuckians with German heritage
soon found themselves in a precarious position.
The overwhelming majority of them were loyal
Americans, and many of the families had lived in
the United States for generations. Some of their
non-German fellow citizens, however, viewed

them with distrust. This distrust was fueled by the
creation of the Citizens Patriotic League in 1917 to
rid the region of any pro-German activity (see
Anti-German Hysteria). The league eventually
claimed to have more than 1,000 members. The

Citizens Patriotic League was successful in elimi
nating many aspects of German culture and lan
guage in the region. In summer 1917, the Dayton
Public Schools in Dayton, Ky., stopped offering

courses in the German language. During the next
year, most other Northern Kentucky public school
systems did the same. The Covington Public Li
brary removed its sizable German-language col
lection, and the circulation of German-language
newspapers was all but eliminated in Northern
Kentucky. Many area businesses changed their
names to remove any reference to Germany. The
German National Bank in Covington was renamed
Liberty National Bank, while the Newport German
Bank became the American National Bank. Cov

ington's Western German Savings Bank was re
named the Security Savings Bank. A number of
streets were also renamed to get rid of any associa
tion with Germany. In Covington, Bremen St. be
came Pershing Ave., and in Newport, German St.
became Liberty St.
The Citizens Patriotic League did not always
use peaceful means to achieve its goals. On June 5,
1918, members of the league confronted Rev. An
ton Goebel, pastor of St. John Catholic Church
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on Pike St. in Covington, on the porch of the par
ish rectory. Goebel was a German native who had
come to the United States in 1890. The mob physi
cally intimidated Goebel and several mob mem
bers struck him. Goebel was accused of refusing to
allow the American flag to be brought into his
church for a funeral. On June 24, 1918, a large
group of league members confronted a farmer in
rural Kenton Co. and accused him of supporting
the German war aims. The man was tied to a tree

and whipped.
The Citizens Patriotic League was also involved
in one of the region's highest-profile court cases. In
1918 a private detective agency was hired by the
league to place an electroniclistening device in the
shoe shop of Charles Schoberg in the Latonia
neighborhood of Covington. League members had
been informed that a group of men were gathering
in the shop to discuss the war in terms that were
sympathetic to the Germans. From the evidence
collected, seven men were eventually charged un
der the Espionage Act of 1917 and the Sedition Act
of 1918. The case focused on three men, Henry
Feltman, J. Henry Kruse, and Charles Schoberg.
All three were upstanding citizens who were active
in the community. Feltman and Schobergeach had
held public offices, and Feltman was a successful

Area churches opened their doors for American
Red Cross activities, and many congregations
purchased Liberty Bonds. Many congregations
posted the names of their members who were in
the service in prominent locations.
As the war drew to an end, area leaders began
focusing their attention on the creation of suitable
memorials. Bishop Ferdinand Brossart of the Dio
cese of Covington proposed a regional effort that
would endow special wards at St. Elizabeth Hospi
tal (see St. Elizabeth Medical Center) and

Booth Memorial Hospital in Covington as a
suitable memorial to those who lost their lives in

service to their country. This regional approach
did not prove popular. Instead, dozens of memori
als were erected throughout Northern Kentucky.
In the more rural areas, World War I veteran me

morials can be found in many courthouse squares
(see Veterans’ Memorials and Monuments). In

the more urban Campbell and Kenton counties,
memorials were constructed in many of the cities.
Merriman, Scott A. “An Intensive School of Disloy
alty. The C. B. Schoberg Case under the Espionage
and Sedition Acts in Kentucky during World War
I." RKHS 98, no. 1 (Winter 2000): 179–204.

– "Ordinary People in Extraordinary Times? De
fendants, Attorneys, and the Federal Government's

tobacco merchant. All three, however, were found

guilty. Schoberg was given a sentence of 10 years,
while Kruse received a 5-year term. Feltman was
sentenced to a 7-year prison term and fined $40,000.
On December 10, 1920, the three men were trans

ported to Moundsville Penitentiary in West Vir
ginia. A successful petition drive by their friends
eventually led to their release in June 1921, when
President Warren G. Harding (1921–1923) com

Policy under the Espionage Acts during World War
I in the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals District,"
PhD diss., Univ. of Kentucky, 2003.
Reis, Jim. “Group Hoped to Keep America out of
World War I, KP February 14, 1983,4.
Schmitz, Frederick W. An Open Reply to John Rich

mond, President Blakely Club, Covington, Ken
tucky concerning Patriotic Activities. Pamphlet
published in Covington, Ky. July 14, 1921, available
at Kenton Co. Public Library, Covington, Ky.

muted their sentences.

Religious congregations with traditional Ger

David E. Schroeder

man ties also distanced themselves from the Ger

man language and culture. Many German Evan
gelical Reformed congregations eliminated the use
ofthe German language at all services and changed
their names to reflect a more American perspec
tive. The German Evangelical Reformed Church of
Covington changed its name to Grace Reformed
Church (see Grace United Church of Christ),
and the Immanuel German Reformed Church in

Bromley was rechristened Immanuel Reformed
Church (see Immanuel United Church of

Christ). For several generations, many Catholic
parish schools had used the German language in
instruction. In particular, the catechism was often
learned in German. This practice came to an end
during the war years in almost all the region's
Catholic schools.
The center of war activities in Northern Ken

tucky was Fort Thomas Military Reservation
in Campbell Co., which became a major induction
center for the region. Local residents supported the
soldiers at the fort with periodic entertainments.
The YMCA provided religious services for the
Protestants at the fort, and the Knights of Co

WORLD WAR II (December 7, 1941–September
2, 1945). Northern Kentucky played a prominent role
during World War II, especially in war production
and military personnel (see also African Ameri
cans in World War II). Throughout the late 1930s,
tensions had grown between the United States and
Japan over Japan's war in China and apparent inten
tions to expand Japanese territories in the Pacific. At
the same time, Adolph Hitler was rebuilding Ger
many and strengthening its armed forces. On Sep
tember 1, 1939, World War II in Europe began: the
German invasion of Poland started a conflict that by
1941 had engulfed Europe and North Africa in a
bloody conflict. During this period the United States
had remained neutral but had aided England, and
eventually Russia, with war matériel through the
Lend-Lease program. Most Americans wanted the
United States to stay out of the war. Nevertheless, be
cause of a recognized need to build up America's
armed forces, a draft was instituted in 1940; and in

home front supported the war through various ac
tivities. Liberty bonds sold very well in the region.

Warren Richardson, of Kenton Co., was aboard

the battleship USS Arizona when it was hit by a
bomb that detonated its powder magazine and
sank it. Richardson was among the 1,177 men
killed when the ship sank. Carroll Co.'s Pfc. Ellis
O'Neal, of the U.S. Marine Corps (USMC), was
also among the Northern Kentuckians present
during the attack on Pearl Harbor. He survived the
strafing and bombing attack at Ewa Marine Air
Station near Pearl Harbor.

The United States had become suspicious of
Japanese intensions before the attack on Pearl Har
bor but had concluded that the Japanese would
first strike U.S. military forces in the Philippine Is
lands. Based on this supposition, units including
Covington's Company D of the 38th Tank Com
pany, which became part of the 192nd Tank Bat
talion, were sent overseas to build up America's
defenses in the Philippines. The Japanese attacked
the Philippines on December 8, 1942, but it took
nearly six months of fighting before they gained
complete control of the islands. Capt. Alvin C.

Poweleit, of Campbell Co., was in charge of the
192nd Tank Battalion's medical detachment dur

ing the defense of the islands, and Kenton Co.'s
Rev. Henry Stober, a priest of the Roman Catho
lic Diocese of Covington, served as an army chap
lain with the 12th Engineer Company. Both men
survived the Bataan Death March, but only Pow
eleit returned home. Stober died while a prisoner
of war in 1944. In early 1942, it was decided that it
was necessary to attack Japan in some way, both to
show the Japanese they could be struck militarily
and to bolster U.S. moral. Bracken Co.'s Capt.
Thomas Cline was chosen by the Army Air Corps
to test the idea of launching land-based bombers
from an aircraft carrier. His efforts, as well as those

of many others, were behind the Doolittle Raid on
Tokyo in April 1942.
Following the American naval victory at the
Battle of Midway, the United States began a long
series of island-hopping campaigns to cut Japanese
supply lines and drive the Japanese back toward
their mainland, a task that took until 1945. The
Americans started their drive with an attack on

the island of Guadalcanal. Campbell Co.'s Pfc. Ed
ward H. Ahrens was among the marines that went
ashore to capture the island. While fighting with
the 1st Raider Battalion, he was killed in action,

earning a Navy Cross for heroism. At sea, Owen
Co.'s Rear Admiral Willis Augustus Lee Jr.

commanded the battleship division that engaged
and beat the Japanese navy force sent to help cap
ture the island on November 14–15, 1942. As the

early 1941, all National Guard units were federalized
for possible war service.

United States captured Japanese-held islands, U.S.

forces built airfields, naval facilities, and supply de

lumbus did the same for Catholics in uniform.
Northern Kentuckians who remained on the

nese aircraft carriers attacked Pearl Harbor, Ha

waii, in an attempt to cripple the U.S. Pacific Fleet.
Although the main target of the attack was to be
American aircraft carriers, none were in port, and
the main damage was done to the battleship fleet
moored along Ford Island. U.S. Navy Coxswain

pots to help carry on the fight. On New Caledonia
The War in the Pacific Theater

in 1943, Kenton Co.'s John Herndon, an African

For the United States, World War II began on Sun
day, December 7, 1941, when aircraft from Japa

American, served with the Navy Seabees and
helped build the island into a large air and supply
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base. Campbell Co.'s Charlie Tharp also served
with the Seabees in the Marshall Islands during
1944.

As the island-hopping campaign came closer to
Japan, the Japanese became more desperate, and
fighting intensified. Bracken Co.'s Cpl. John Capito,
USMC, earned a Silver Star and a Purple Heart for
heroism during the capture of New Britain Island
in January 1944, when he drove a bulldozer under
fire across a creek bed to clear a path for advancing
U.S. tanks and infantry. By late 1944, U.S. forces
had begun operations to recapture the Philippines.
Among the units taking part in the Philippine op
eration was the 38th Infantry Division, which in
cluded men of the 149th Infantry Regiment, Ken
tucky National Guard. Also among the invasion
force was the 138th Field Artillery regiment of the
Kentucky Guard, which provided artillery support
for the 38th Division. As the island-hopping cam
paign progressed, Northern Kentuckians served
elsewhere in the Pacific, including Alaska and the
China-Burma-India area. Kenton Co.'s Sgt. Law.
rence Keller served in the CBI (China-Burma-India

Theater) as a cryptologist decoding Japanese mes
sages for the 10th Air Force. Also from Kenton Co.
was Leroy Waller, an African American serving
with the engineers in the CBI to help build the
Burma Rd.

Japanese commanders ordered their forces to
fight to the death when they perceived that Ameri.
can forces were approaching Japan. In February
1945, Kenton Co. navy corpsman Noah Switzer
landed on the island of Iwo Jima with the 28th Ma

rines. Hewitnessed the raising of the flag on Mount
Suribachi and served in combat for 37 days. Start
ing in March 1945, the final campaign of the war
began as the largest amphibious invasion of the Pa
cific war was launched against the island of Oki

nawa. Among the ships of the invasion fleet was
the USS Kenton APA-122 (named for Kenton Co.,

Ky). In April 1945 the Kenton reached Okinawa
and unloaded troops and supplies. On April 6,
1945, during a Kamikaze attack, the Kenton shot
down two Japanese aircraft. After two atomic
bombs were dropped on Japanese cities in early
August 1945, the emperor of Japan announced the
surrender of Japan on August 15. The formal sur
render was signed on September 2, 1945.
The War in the European Theater
On December 11, 1941, Germany and Italy de
clared war on the United States, plunging the
United States completely into the war. President
Franklin Roosevelt (1933–1945) and many of his
aides saw Germany as a greater and more immedi
ate threat than Japan, and troops and equipment
were sent to Europe first. In January 1942 the first
American troops arrived in England. Among them
was Col. Jesse Auton, from Kenton Co., who was

sent by the Army Air Corps to evaluate sites for

potential air bases for the newly formed 8th Air
Force, which was to destroy German industry and
military targets as well as the German air force.
Auton returned to England in early 1943 as com
mander of the 65th Fighter Wing, the first opera

tional American fighter wing in Europe. The job of

the fighter wing was to defend bomber formations
and to destroy the German air force in the air and
on the ground. Owen Co.'s Maj. Gerald Johnson
of the 56th Fighter Group flew under Auton's wing
and is credited with being the second American
fighterace in the European Theater, chalking up 18
aerial victories by the war's end.
As the first Americanslanded in England, war
came to the shore of the United States in the form of

German submarines. They preyed on merchant
ships right off the U.S. East Coast throughout 1942
and early 1943 and also planted antiship mines.
During the antisubmarine campaign, Owen Co.'s
Capt. Evan Yancey (lateran admiral) commanded
the destroyer USS Clemson and modified itsequip
ment to gauge better the depth of enemy subs, an
improvement that enhanced the success of antisub
operations. The first major action Americans were
involved with in Europe was the invasion of North
Africa in November 1942. Covington's 106th
Coastal Artillery battalion (AA) landed on Novem
ber 8 and fought in the battle of Kasserine Pass. The
unit also participated in the invasion of Sicily in
1943, as did the 103rd Automatic Weapons Battal
ion, formally the 123rd Cavalry, Kentucky National
Guard, from Covington.
Sicily was used as a jumping-off point for the
invasion of southern Italy. Although most of
southern Italy was occupied by late 1943, the fight
for Italy was fought through April 1945. Kenton
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for heroism. On December 16, 1944, the Germans

launched their last major offensive of the war in
the Ardennes Forest. In poor weather conditions
that grounded most Allied aircraft, they attacked
on an 80-mile front with complete surprise. Ken
ton Co.'s Maj. John Hoefker flew photo recon
missions over the Ardennes and was twice shot

down, but he was able to provide valuable infor
mation on the advancing Germans. As the Allies
advanced into Germany, Owen Co.'s army Sgt.
James Washington served with the African Amer
ican 3760th Quartermaster Trucking Company.
By April 1945, the Allies were closing in on the last
remnants of the German Army. On April 24, 1945,
less than a week before the end of hostilities, Ken

ton Co.'s army Pvt. Paul Horstman was killed in
action while fighting as part of the 9th Army. On
May 8, 1945, the war in Europe ended with Ger
many's surrender. Following the surrender, many
American soldiers and airman were liberated

from German prison camps; among them were
Campbell Co.'s Pfc. Clifford Marz of the army en
gineers, who had been held at Stalag 4B, and
Campbell Co.'s Air Corps SSgt. Lafon Wesley,
who was shot down while serving as a gunner on
B-17s in August 1944. By the war'send,589North
ern Kentucky soldiers, sailors, and marines were
listed as either killed or missing. The two counties
with the highest causalities were Kenton (284) and
Campbell (211).

Co.'s Lt. Melvin Walker was an African American

On the home front, Northern Kentuckians ex

officer in the all-black 92nd Infantry Division. He
was awarded the SilverStar for heroism in January

perienced the rationing of such materials as gaso
line, rubber, sugar, and meat. As both men and
women went off to war and industries geared up for
war production, many women left the home to work
in war plants. Companies involved in war produc
tion in the region included Newport Steel and the
Wadsworth Watchcase Company of Dayton,

1945. On June 6, 1944, the Allies launched the in

vasion of France at Normandy, and Northern Ken
tuckians fought on land, at sea, and in the skies
there. Boone Co.'s Sgt Robert L. Williams served
with the 506th Infantry Regiment of the U.S. Ar.
my's 101st Airborne Division as part of the air
borne force that dropped behind enemy lines be
fore the invasion; Kenton Co.'s Sgt. Cassius Mullins
jumped into Normandy with the 508th Infantry
Regiment of the U.S. Army's 82nd Airborne Divi.
sion. Mullins was later wounded during the inva
sion of Holland in September 1944. Kenton Co.'s
naval Petty Officer 3rd Class Jack Story served
aboard the USS Corry, a destroyer that was sup
porting the landings when it struck a mine. On
June 8, 1944, the SS Charles Morgan was unload.
ing troops and supplies off Utah Beach when a
German plane dropped abomb into its cargo hold.
Kenton Co.'s Edward Brogan survived the attack

"Tºº
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and reached shore.

On shore the hedgerow country slowed the
Allied advance, and Gen. George S. Patton's 3rd
Army made a break out and drove across France.
Campbell Co.'s army Pvt. Henry Lowe served in
support of Patton with the 657th Ordnance Com
pany, supplying ammunition for the advancing
army. By late 1944, U.S. forces had engaged the
German army in the Huertgen Forest in a costly
winter battle fought along the border of Germany
and Belgium. On December 9, 1944, Campbell
Co.'s army SSgt. Vernon Napier of the 709th Tank
Battalion was killed in action. He was posthu
mously awarded the Distinguished Service Cross

Alma Wolfzorn Ciafardini working on war
production at Wadsworth in Dayton, Ky.,
during World War II.
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Ky., both of which began making shell casings and
machine guns, and the Kentucky Shell plant that

Wild hogs are said to have impeded work laying
the track.

was located in Wilder. Northern Kentuckians also

In April 1878 a Mrs. Sheehan began a private

went across the Ohio River to work at the Curtis

school about one mile above Worthville, and Miss

Wright aircraft plant, the Crosley Corporation, and

Georgia Aiken taught nearby at Green Hill. In June
of that year, the first common school trustees were
elected, Asbury Ames, Jasper Lewis, and George
Scott. The first public school for District 32 was
completed at Worthville in time for the 1878 fall
semester. The earliest church building at Worth
ville was Dean's Chapel, a Methodist affiliate, con
structed on 1.5 acres along the Kentucky River on
land donated by Samuel and Mary Goodwin to W.

other firms. Like the rest of the nation, Northern

Kentucky held bond drives and collected scrap
metal and grease for the war effort. Civil Defense
workers held blackout and air-raid drills, and each

community had a designated air-raid warden. As
men enlisted or were drafted into the military, new
military camps and bases were built or converted to
particular special military needs across the nation.
In Northern Kentucky, the Fort Thomas Military
Reservation served as an induction center to pro
cess soldiers as they joined. Both men and women
from the region served in all branches of the armed
forces. The women were nurses, clerks, pilots, and
carried out many other support roles. Grant Co.'s
Capt. Doris Clark commanded the 151st Women's
Army Corps Company stateside. Northern Ken
tuckians served in every theater of operations dur
ing the war, and many gave their lives.
Kleber, John F., ed. The Kentucky Encyclopedia.
Lexington: Univ. Press of Kentucky, 1992.
KTS, May 9, 1945, 1.
“Liberated, War Contracts at Shell Plant Cancelled,"

its heyday, Worthville was a bustling railroad town
centered on its rail depot. Passenger and freight
service was handled every day. It is said that during
the 1920s and 1930s, people would come to Worth
ville just to see the trains. The railroadwater towers
provided water to area farmers during the drought
of 1929. Worthvilleboastedaliterary society, plays,
operettas, a local band, tent meetings, and every
summer a showboat on the Kentucky River. For
several years, a band of Gypsies with colorful
horse-drawn wagons would come through town
tellingfortunes, selling handmade goods, and pro
viding music and dancing. During the Ohio River

T. Dean, W. B. Winslow, and James McDaniel,

flood of 1937, the Louisville and Nashville

trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church—
South. Later that building was removed and the

Railroad positioned a train at Worthville for peo
ple stranded by the high waters. Among the busi
nesses at Worthville were Pollard's Confectionery,
Schenck Bros. Hardware and Grocery, Gardner's
Stockyard and Produce House, Worsham's
Western Union, Bauer's Grocery, Goodwin's Ho
tel, Gentry's Grocery, Kemper's Restaurant and
Boardinghouse, a telephone exchange, bakers,
two barbershops, a tomato factory, a lumberyard,
a shoe factory, two garages, a bank, and three doc

Dean's Memorial Methodist Church was built on
the land and dedicated in 1910. The Worthville

Baptist Church was built as a log structure in 1880,
but the facility was soon outgrown, and the con
gregation built another building just five years
later. The old log church building was used after
ward as Worthville's public schoolhouse. The com
munity's second school was a two-story frame
structure, and in 1912 a large brick school was con
structed to house both the grade school and the
high school. The Worthville High School, a
four-year school, operated until 1939. The Worth

tors' offices.

Shock and dismay permeated Worthville on
January 13, 1938, when J. P. Schenck, president of
the Worthville Deposit Bank, announced that the

ville Consolidated School was one of the last of the

bank was closed and the affairs turned over to the

The National Archives. “World War II Causalities.”

county schools in Kentucky to close, serving the

www.archives.gov/research/archww2/ (accessed
May 20, 2007).
Pranger, Arthur B. Traveling through W.W.II: 2
Years, 2 Months, 29 Days. Bloomington, Ind:

area until 1963. In 1890 the Old Mill Creek Chris

State Banking and Securities Administration.
Originally founded in 1898, the Worthville Bank
was capitalized at $15,000 with nearly $100,000 in
deposits. Schenck stated that depositors were pro
tected by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora
tion up to $5,000 per account. Frozen loans and
low earnings from effects of the Great Depres

KTS, May 8, 1945, I.

tian Church was hauled from East Mill Creek to

Worthville and set upon new foundations. The old
church dated back to 1856, and its homemade
benches also came to Worthville. The church was

AuthorHouse, 2007.

Smith, Hope. "3 Former Sailors Relive Sinking of US
Ship,” CE, June 1, 1994, 1.
Snow, Robert. “Military Memories, Phl Noah Swit
zer," Military Historian, April 1995.
Williams, Robert L. Return to Normandy. Cincin
nati: Sky Spec, 1997.
Robert B. Snow

WORTHVILLE. Worthville, located where Ea

gle Creek empties into the Kentucky River, was
originally a tiny hamlet hugging the banks of these
two waterways in Carroll Co. It was known in the
town's early history as Coonskin, because the trad
ers and merchants there bartered goods and ser
vices for skins. It was not until 1869, when the

Louisville, Cincinnati, and Lexington Rail
road was completed through town, that its name
was changed to Worthville, in honor of Gen. Wil
liam Jenkins Worth of Mexican War fame.

In 1802 an official governmental inspection
station was in operation at the mouth of Eagle
Creek, checking tobacco, hemp, flour, and goods
shipped by flatboat from the interior Bluegrass re
gion and the upper reaches of Kentucky. By 1820
seven steamboats made regular passage to Frank
fort, Ky., and by 1836 coal barges were arriving at
the Worthville area from Eastern Kentucky. Dur
ing the 1850s Worthville witnessed a major growth
spurt. Construction of the railroad brought many
new people to town. In addition to sidings and
loading docks, a popular "wateringhole," Mac's Sa
loon, was a favorite among the construction crews.

lost in a 1941 fire, and a new Christian Church

building was constructed under the leadership of
Pastor W. C. McCullum, one year later.
Two early African American churches, one
Methodist and the other Baptist, and a school for
African American students were up on the hill at
Worthville. Miss Mary Henderson taught at that
school, and her sister, Nannie Henderson, taught at
a rural African American school in Owen Co., Ky.
After the Carrollton and Worthville Railroad

(C&W) was completed in 1905, the Worthville-area
African American students were sent to Dunbar

Schoolin Carrollton, and later to the nearby Ghent
Elementary School, the consolidated school for
colored children in Carroll Co. Two residents of
Worthville, Bessie Whitaker and her husband,

Dudley Whitaker, taught at Dunbar and at the
Ghent Colored School for many years during the
1920–1940 period. Area African American chil

dren of high school age were sent to boarding
school at Lincoln Institute in Shelby Co., Ky.
By 1900 bridges had been built over Eagle
Creek at Sanders, Eagle Station, and Worthville.
All three of these were covered bridges, but in re
cent years they were replaced by concrete spans.
Completion of the C&W Railroad in 1905 pro
vided another major business for Worthville. Coal
was shipped down the Kentucky River from coal
mines in Kentucky and off-loaded at Worthville,
then sent by the C&W to Carrollton and Ghent as
fuel for the houses and businesses along the line. In

sion forced the closure. A. B. Suter was the cashier.

The Ghent Bank in Carroll Co. had already gone
into receivership at the time of the Worthville
Bank collapse. By the end of the year, the deposi
tors received 25 percent of their deposit value as an

initial payment from the bank's assets.
In 1941 a major fire destroyed an entire block
of businesses, the Christian Church, and two water
towers. After World War II, the local railroad

business declined gradually. Modern Worthville is
but a shadow of its former commercial prowess.
The long-haul trucks on I-71 (see Expressways)
bypass Worthville; commercial traffic on the Ken
tucky River has been gone for more than 50 years;
and even the once powerful L&N, now the CSX,
carries freight right past the town. Coal goes by
way of Ohio River barges direct to customer land
ings. The railroad connection of the old C&W, now
also part of CSX, services some of the steel and
chemical plants between Carrollton and Ghent.
Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. The Story of Gallatin County.
Ed. James C. Claypool. Cincinnati: John S. Swift,
2003.
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Navigation Charts,
Kentucky River, Louisville District. Louisville,
Ky: Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army. Louisville Dis

chased from J. R. Stout. Mr. Tucker, one of the new

common school's first teachers, was musically in
clined and started a tradition of presenting plays,

trict, 1993.

entertainments, and musical recitals at the new
Diane Perrine Coon

school, he continued teaching there until 1916.
That year, Worthville High School graduated its
WORTHVILLEBAPTIST CHURCH. In sum

first student, Euclid Davis, and the trustees hired

mer 1882 the Concord Association sent its mission

ary preacher, Thomas A. Spicer, to Worthville in
Carroll Co. to conduct a revival, which resulted in
conversions and transference of church member

John Hunt Jackson, a distinguished expert in clas
sical literature. Hunt had a large library that later
was stolen while in storage in the high school'sbell
tower. A photograph from 1917 shows the Worth

ship by letter of 35 to 40 members. Spicer organized

ville High School being housed with the grade

a Sunday School and came each month to preach at
31, 1883, when the Baptist membership in Worth
ville and the vicinity called for delegates, ministers,
and laymen from nine adjacent churches to assistin
organizing the Worthville Baptist Church. On this
occasion, with eight ministers and an audience of
600 people present, the Worthville church mem.
berselected Spiceras their pastor. Land forachurch
building in Worthville was donated by Samuel Ma

school in a substantial two-story brick building,
with a full basement and front entrance portico.
Under the leadership of Professor Franks, domes.
tic science and manual training were added to the
curriculum in 1917. A succession of one-year post
ings of school principals followed until Frank
Hood, with a BA degree from Kentucky State Uni
versity, was hired. Hisassistant was Ruth Bet Cog.
hill, who had a BA from Oxford College at Oxford,
Ga., and Worthville High School became accred.

services held in the Worthville Schoolhouse. In July
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Campbell, Justine Tandy. "History of the Carroll
County Schools, 1976, Carroll Co. Public Library,
Carrollton, Ky.
Carrollton News Democrat, July 1878.
Gentry, Mary Ann. A History of Carroll County.
Madison, Ind: Coleman, 1984.

Parker, Anna V. "A Short History of Carroll County."
1958, Carroll Co. Public Library, Carrollton, Ky.
Diane Perrine Coon

WRIGHT, HORATIO. G., MAJOR GEN

ERAL(b. March 6, 1820, Clinton, Conn.; d. July 2,
1899, Washington, D.C.), Engineer-soldier Hora
tio Gouverneur Wright is the namesake of both
Fort Wright, the fort built in September 1862 to
block a Confederate advance on Cincinnati, and

the city of Fort Wright, which stands over that site.
In 1841 Wright graduated second in his class from
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, N.Y., and
was commissioned a 2nd lieutenant in the U.S.

Army Corps of Engineers,
From 1846 to 1856, he supervised engineering
and building projects across Florida, including the

lin, and work on the building began in 1884. The

ited as a Class B school.

completed church was dedicated in June 1889. In
1900 the Worthville Baptist Church and seven

At the time, the Worthville High School PTA
was very active, purchasing 12 books for the library,

other churches withdrew from the Concord Asso

donating a drinking fountain, and providing an

1856 until the start of the Civil War. During the

ciation to form the White's Run Baptist Associa
tion. These eight churches were joined by three
churches from the Sulphur Fork Association at an
organizational meeting at the Carrollton Baptist

acetylene light system for the entire school. When
the gym was added in 1924, only three feet of space
was left for spectators around the rim of the floor,
and each season the men and boys of the commu
nity had to erect a stage that took up one-third of
the total gym floor for any public school perfor
mances. In 1923 Worthville High School, with 32
students, was second-largest in the county, but by
1929 the school had grown only to 37 students. Pro
fessor Curtis E. Shirley, who later became Carroll

war, he auspiciously led combat troops, starting as
chief engineer of a division at the first Battle of
Bull Run (1861). He progressed through numerous
commands, including the Army of Ohio and the
1st Division of the 6th Corps of the Army of the
Potomac. Wright played a pivotal role in repulsing
Confederate general Braxton Bragg's 1862 inva
sion of Kentucky while Wright was in command of
the Army of Ohio.
General Wright was captured once and
wounded twice. He attained the rank of majorgen

Church.

The Worthville church parsonage was built in
1927 at the cost of $800. In 1930 the church had 228

members. The Worthville church held part-time
services until 1943, when, under the ministry of
W. G. Webster, a full-time schedule of services was

begun. Over the years, improvements to the 1889
church building have included a basement dug in
the 1940s to make two Sunday Schoolrooms, more
new Sunday School rooms in the back of the sanc
tuary, built in the 1950s, new rooms and a kitchen
built in 1969;abaptistery installed in 1973; a handi
cap rampbuilt at the frontentrance ofthe church in
1982; a new educationalannex; and a new vestibule,

added to the front of the church in 1999. Recently a
Hispanic ministry has been started by the church
to serve the needs of the increasing Hispanic popu
lation in Owen Co. (see Latinos).

Mefford, Phyllis. "Centennial History of the Worthville
Baptist Church," 1983, Worthville Baptist Church,
Worthville, Ky.
Worthville Baptist Church Minutes, Worthville Bap
tist Church, Worthville, Ky.
Ken Massey
WORTHVILLE HIGH SCHOOL. There were

subscription schools at Worthville in Carroll Co.
in 1906 and 1907, conducted by Professor Secretts
in the upstairs of a residence that during the 1930s
was owned by John Brock. In 1908 R. S. Tucker
also taught by subscription in that same building.
The Worthville community passed a bond issue
and opened the town's first independent public
high school in 1911, apparently on grounds shared
with the subscription school. A new common
grade school opened in 1912 on property pur

Co. superintendent of schools, had graduated from
Transylvania University at Lexington; he was prin
cipal of the Worthville grade school and the high
school from 1925 to 1930, when he was replaced by
A. B. Clayton. The per capita cost to educate stu
dents was $80 a year in 1925. By 1929 the laboratory
and machinery equipment was valued at $200, and
$15 was spent that year on maps, globes, and charts.
Even though so few students attended the high

construction of Fort Jefferson. He served as assis

tant to the chief engineer of the U.S. Army from

eral of volunteers and advanced to command the

famous 6th Army Corps, saving Washington,
D.C., from capture in 1864 and subsequently
spearheading the final assault on Petersburg, Va.,
and the pursuit of Gen. Robert E. Lee to Appomat.
tox, Va., in 1865.

After his valiant service in the war, Wright
held several commands and participated in many

school, its Worthville Pirates basketball team, on

November 17, 1938, under the direction of princi
paland coach Walter E. Cundiff prevailed over the
Bulldogs from Bethany High School,a largerschool,
by a score of 46 to 29.
Worthville High School's students came from
the south-central portion of Carroll Co. The county
ultimately built four-year high schools at Worth
ville, at Ghent, and at Sanders. Carrollton city
schools also operated a four-year high school. There
were two-year high schools in the county at English
and Locust. During the 1930s, as the Great De
pression impacted the available taxbase, the county
high schools began consolidating Worthville was
one of the last to retain its local high school, but in
1939 the school finally closed. The students went ei
ther to Carrollton High School or to Sanders High
School.

Bevarly, R. W. "History of Education in Carroll
County, master's thesis, Univ. of Kentucky, 1936.

HoratioWright.
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significant engineering projects across the nation.
He was promoted to brigadier general in the regu
lar army and appointed chief of engineers in 1879.
Wright retired in 1884 and was involved in many
prominent engineering projects, including New
York City's Brooklyn Bridge. He also served as
chief engineer for the completion of the Washing
ton Monument in Washington, D.C. Wright died
in 1899, survived by his wife, Louisa, and two

daughters. He was buried in Arlington National
Cemetery in Virginia under an obelisk erected by
veterans of the 6th Corps.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. "Brigadier General
Horatio Gouverneur Wright." www.hqusace.army
mil/historyſcoez.htm (accessed July 9, 2006).
Wikipedia. "Horatio Wright." www.wikipedia.com
(accessedJuly 9, 2006)

Wood, Mary. "Commercially Independent Ch. 19
Celebrates 10th." CP August 16, 1978.33.
John Schlipp
WYK (WICK), WALTER F. (b. December 4,

1889, Buffalo, N.Y.; d. February 28, 1969, Fort
Thomas, Ky.) Walter Wyk learned to box at an
early age and became a top performer in the box
ing ring around Buffalo, N.Y., and in Northern
Kentucky, where he was known as the "Covington
Caveman." He is considered one of the greatest pu
gilists ever to box in the region. Boxing as a light
weight, Walter Wyk reached the pinnacle of his
career just before World War I. Of his 182bouts,
he won 98 by knockouts. He defeated many oppo
nents who later went on to become world champi
ons. His record indicates that he fought at the In

Dave Hatter
ternational Athletic Club in Buffalo at least five

WXIX. WXIX-TV, also identified as FOX19, is the

FOX television network affiliate serving the

Cincinnati-Northern Kentucky region. This UHF
television station is licensed to the city of Newport,
but its broadcast facility is in Cincinnati. WXIX
was Cincinnati's first independent commercial TV
station; it offered syndicated programs, classic
movies, and children's shows long before the days
of cable television superstations.
James Lang, owner of Newport's WNOP ra.
dio station, obtained the construction permit to
build WXIX in 1955. The site originally planned
for the station's studio and tower was cleared and

graded in September 1954, on top of the hill where
the residential development known as Wiede
mann Hill is today, in the Cote Brilliante area of
Newport. That facility was never built. The station
ownership transferred twice before the station ac
tually went on the air in 1968 as WSCO, channel
19. Metromedia purchased the station in 1972 and
changed the call letters to WXIX, for the Roman
numerals for 19 (XIX). Malrite Communications

purchased WXIX in 1983. The station joined the
new FOX commercial network, as a charter affili
ate, in the late 1980s. Channel 19 launched Cin

cinnati's first local 10:00 p.m. evening news in
1993 and the area's first all-local morning news
casts in 1997.

During its first decade on the air, WXIX fea
tured locally produced television shows, including
the weekday children's favorite Larry Smith's
Puppets and the weekend late-night science fiction
movie program Scream-In, which featured host
Dick Von Hoene as the campy "Cool Ghoul."
WXIX is currently owned by Raycom Media.
Nash, Francis M. Towers over Kentucky: A History

times in 1911 and that as late as 1922 he fought in
Indianapolis, Ind., and Covington, Ky. He knocked
out Perry Nelson on July 26, 1922, in Covington at
the former Riverside Park (the old Federal League
Baseball Park) at Second and Scott Sts. Wyk lived
at various locations in Covington: in a room on
Court St., at 814 Scott St., and formany years at the
YMCA. After his boxing career ended, he worked
as a brakeman for the Pennsylvania Railroad,

holding that job until he retired. Formany years he
continued to train boxers at a gymnasium in Mor
row, Ohio.

After a long illness, Wyk died at St. Luke
Hospital in Fort Thomas, survived by his wife,
the former Mary Niedzielski, and four children.
He was buried at Mother of God Cemetery in
Latonia.

BoxRec. www.boxrec.com (accessed June 25, 2007).

"Brakeman Hurt," KP September 13, 1927, 1.
"Death Notice," KE, March 2, 1969, 17E.

"Ohio River Is Richer by One $1200 Diamond," KP
July 16, 1927, 1.
Raver. Howard. "Walter K. Wyk, Former Boxer," KP
March 1, 1969, 3.

"Walter F. Wyk, 80, Railroader, Boxer," KE, March 2,

KP June 21, 1993, 4K.

WZIP supported the local community through
innovative programming, including frequent inter
views with community newsmakers, publicofficials,
educators, business leaders, and religious figures. It
featured localentertainers, sportsteams, farm news,
civic groups and events, and man-on-the-street in
terviews. Among its on-air personalities was Ernie
Waites, Greater Cincinnati's first black disc jockey.

Its local religious programming includeda Saturday
morning show with a rabbi from the Temple of Is
rael (see Synagogues) on Scott St. in Covington.
Station president Eilerman was elected presi
dent of the Kentucky Broadcasters Association in
1957, he was the only Northern Kentuckian ever to
hold the post. His wife, Carmen, was a well-known
personality who served as announcer, interviewer,
and program director. Among her own shows, pro
duced with studio audiences, were Carmen's Cor

ner, Bulletin Board, and Down Memory Lane.

1969.5D.

The station was sold in 1957 to Leonard Goo

WZIP WZIP, the "Voice of Northern Kentucky,"

rian and Alfred Kratz of Cincinnati. They sold it in
1959 to a group headed by Edward Skotch, who

went on the air October 5, 1947. This was the first
moved the offices to the Vernon Manor Hotel in

Northern Kentucky broadcast station after WCKY
Cincinnati. Skotch's group sold the station in 1960
moved to Cincinnati in 1939. ZIP, as it was called,
to Carl, Robert, and Richard Lindner. After subse

had its offices and studios atop the building at the
southwest corner of 6th and Madison in Coving

quent ownership changes, it operates today as
WTS), a talk and Christian music station.

ton. Its tower still stands along I-75, near Goebel
Park.

The station began as a resultofayear-long.com.
petition between two local groups to obtain a li

Files of documents, letters, and photographs relat
ing to WZIP radio station, Covington, Ky., 1947–
1956, Kenton Co. Public Library, Covington, Ky.
Microfilm.

cense that the Federal Communication Commis

of Radio and Television in the Bluegrass State.
Lexington, Ky: Host Communications, 1995.
Raycom Media. "WXIX-Cincinnati, Ohio." www
raycommedia.com/stations/wxix.htm (accessed
May 28, 2007)
Reis, Jim. "The TV Era Ushered in by Advertising."

Arthur and Carmen Eilerman in WZIP Studio.

sion had made available in 1946. The winning
group, Northern Kentucky Airwaves, was made up
of Arthur Eilerman, Gregory Hughes, and Charles
Topmiller. The station's frequency was set at 1050
kilocycles. It was a daytime station, with a 250-watt
powerbase.

Nash, Francis M. Towers over Kentucky: A History
of Radio and TV in the Bluegrass State. Lexing.
ton: Host Communications, 1995.

Reis, Jim. "The Voice of Northern Kentucky; WZIP
Served Six-County Area," KP, October 21, 1996,
4K.

Chuck Eilerman

son's Fathometer (asonic depth finder) to gauge the
depth of the enemy subs below. This information
enabled the Bogue to set its depth charges more
precisely. As a result Yancey and his crew achieved
more hits and ultimately received a Presidential
Unit Citation "for extraordinary heroism in action
against enemy submarines in the Atlantic area."
After the war Yancey's naval career took some
interesting turns. He spent three years as chief of
YAGER, WARD (b. July 2, 1891, Oldham Co., Ky;
d. February 24, 1967, Warsaw, Ky.) Judge Ward
Yager, the son of J. B. and Elizabeth Alma Yager,
became the judge of the former 15th Judicial Dis
trict for the Commonwealth of Kentucky; his cir
cuit was composed of Gallatin, Grant, Boone, Car
roll, and Owen counties. He served for 28 years in
that capacity, having previously been a common
wealth attorney in the circuit for 12 years. During
his tenure as judge, he presided over the well
publicized Joan Kiger murder trial in 1943, and in

copalian, died at Good Samaritan Hospital in
Lexington in 1960 and was buried at the Maysville
Cemetery.
"Juvenile Delinquency." Lexington Leader, March 4,
1940, 13.

Mason Co. Schools, Vertical File, Mason Co. Mu

seum, Maysville, Ky.
"Miss Jessie O. Yancey Passesin Lexington," Maysville
Daily Independent, September 8, 1960, 1.

the U.S. Naval Mission in Ecuador, where he facili

tated emergency airlifts of food supplies to civil
ians. He commanded the USS Everglades from
July 1953 to June 1955, and that ship was awarded
the navy's Battle Efficiency Plaque during his ten
ure. Following his successful stint on the Ever
glades, Yancey became inspector of naval material
and attained the rank of rear admiral while serv

ing in that capacity.
Yancey retired in July 1957, and he and his wife
moved to Deerfield Beach, Fla. He died in 1980 at

1949 he conducted the recount of the Boone Co.

the Pinehurst Nursing Home and was cremated,

attorney election race between William McEvoy
and John Crigler. After the recount, McEvoy won
by 8 votes rather than the 13 votes shown by the
original count.
In January 1956, Yager suffered a heart attack,

his wife died in 1981. In addition to his Presidential

Unit Citation, Yancey was awarded the Legion of
Merit by President Roosevelt. He also received the
American Defense, National Defense, and World

YANCEY, RENA LUSBY (b. 1888, Owen Co.,

Ky; d. July 12, 1964, Owenton, Ky.) Rena B. Lusby
Yancey was an Owen Co. poet. In 1908 she mar
ried C. W. “Court" Yancey, an Owen Co. farmer.
They lived near Poplar Grove, in the northeastern
part of the county. She published a book of 69 po
ems entitled Kentucky Trails, in which she salutes
all that God has created—nature and her family
members. She was a member of the Poplar Grove
Baptist Church, and she spent her entire life in
Owen Co. Yancey was an associate of the Ten-Mile
Baptist Association's Women's Missionary Society.
She died at the Owen Co. Memorial Hospital (see
New Horizons Medical Center) in 1964 after a

War II Victory medals.

long illness and was buried next to her husband at
the Squiresville Cemetery along Ky. Rt. 1982.

"Evan White Yancey 31," Shipmate Magazine,

"Mrs. Rena Yancey," KP, April 14, 1964,7K.

but he was able to return to the bench October 1 of

that year. He died in 1967 from another heart at
tack. His wife, the former Ruth Graham of Gallatin

Co., had died in January 1967, and he was buried
next to her at the Warsaw Cemetery.
Boone County Recorder, historical ed., September 4,

March 1981, obituary section, courtesy of the U.S.

Naval Academy Archives, Annapolis, Md.
Florida Death Certificate No. 80993, for the year 1980.
Houchens, Marian Sidebottom. History of Owen

County: “Sweet Owen.” Louisville, Ky. Standard,

USGenWeb Archives. "Squiresville Cemetery Rec
ords." Owen Co., Ky. Rootsweb.com.www.rootsweb
.co.ill.

Yancey, Rena Lusby. Kentucky Trails. Owenton, Ky:
Self-published, 1957.

1976.

1930.

"Judge Yager, 75, Is Heart Victim." KP February 25,
1967, 1R,

Taul, Glen, Georgetown College archivist. Interview
by Deborah Diersen Crocker, September 15, 2006,
Georgetown, Ky.

Reis, Jim. "Recounts Also Figure in Two Other
Counts," KPJanuary 22, 2001,4K.
"Return to Bench Planned by Yager." KTS, September
11, 1956,4A.

YANCEY, EVAN WHITE, REAR ADMIRAL

(b. August 21, 1907, Owen Co., Ky; d. October 30,
1980, Pompano Beach, Fla.). Naval officer Evan W.
Yancey was the son of W. Lindsay and Sherfy Bette
Yancey of Owen Co., Ky. After graduating from
Owenton High School, Yancey enrolled at George
town College in Scott Co., Ky., and studied there
for three semesters. He secured an appointment to
the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, Md., where
he graduated in 1931. In 1934 he married Margue
rite Ziegler Davis.
Yancey began his naval career aboard the USS
Tattnall and subsequently served at sea on four
otherships. In 1939 he was promoted to lieutenant
and briefly worked stateside as the assistant ord
nance officer at the Brooklyn Navy shipyard in
New York. In 1940 he began a tour of duty as the
executive officer of the USS Clemson, an old World

War I destroyer that was being used to transport
gasoline to seaplanes in the Caribbean. When
World War II broke out, the aging vessel was out
fitted with antisubmarine gear and put to work.
Yancey assumed command of the Clemson, es
corting the USS Bogue throughout the Atlanticon
antisubmarine missions for almost two years.
Yancey developed a method for using the Clem

Deborah Diersen Crocker

YATES, RICHARD (b. January 18, 1815, Gallatin
Co., Ky; d. November 12, 1873, St. Louis, Mo.)
Richard Yates, a legislator and a governor of Illi
nois, was theson of Henry and Millicent Yates, two
of the earliest settlers of Gallatin Co. His father

YANCEY, JESSIE O. (b. October 13, 1877,

Maysville, Ky.; d. September 1, 1960, Lexington,
Ky.) Jessie Yancey, the daughter of William Harri
son and Rebecca Bell Oridge Yancey, was privately
taught, yet she became a teacher in Mason Co. at
many of the old one-room schools. Yancey was the
first woman elected to public office in Mason Co.,
although at the time women could not vote: she
became the first woman superintendent of schools
in Mason Co., serving two terms (1910–1918). She
was mostly associated with the Mayslick School,
where she instituted a transportation system for
the new consolidated Mayslick school in 1909. The
provision of transportation precluded any excuses
for students who used to say that they could not get
to the more distant consolidated school. In 1918

Yancey moved to Lexington and worked for the
Kentucky Health and Welfare League and later the
Fayette Co. schools. She was interested in health
issues, recognizing that students needed to be
healthy to be able to learn. It was only in later life
that she ever attended a college class, long after she
had run the school system in Mason Co. Yancey
knew that success in school was a function of be

ing present to learn, and in 1940 in Lexington she
headed a committee to address that issue. Yancey
was acousinofrebekah Hord, mayorof Maysville,
the first woman mayorin Kentucky. Yancey, an Epis

participated in the original laying out of the town
of Warsaw (then called Fredericksburg). Richard
Yates attended the common schools available in

the county at the time. After his mother died in
1830, he and his father moved to Illinois, where

Richard graduated from Illinois College at Jack
sonville, Ill., in 1835. He returned to Kentucky to
study law at Transylvania University in Lexington.
Admitted to the bar in 1837, he set up his law prac
tice in Jacksonville.
Yates served in the Illinois statehouse from 1842
to 1845 and 1848 to 1849. He was elected to the U.S.

House of Representativesasa Whigandserved from
1851 to 1855. He was elected governor of Illinois in
1860 and served until 1865. As Illinois's governor
during the turbulent years of the Civil War, Yates
was given considerable credit for stifling the pro
Confederate sentiment that was pervasive during
the war, especially in the southern region of the
state. While Governor, Yates took notice of a young
army officer engaged in recruiting and training new
troops in Galena, Ill., and appointed this young of
ficer, Ulysses S. Grant, to the state adjutant general's
office. In June 1861 Yates promoted Grant to colonel
and put him in charge of an unruly regiment that
was later named the 21st Illinois Volunteers.
Yates was defeated inabid for a U.S. Senate seat
in 1863. Toward the end of the war, however, he
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again ran for the U.S. Senate as a Republican and
was successful. He served there from March 4,

1865, until March 3, 1871, and was actively involved
in post-Civil War Reconstruction decisions. Upon

leaving the U.S. Senate, Yates was appointed a U.S.
Commissioner by President Ulysses S. Grant, who
once had been Yates's aide. Yates was assigned to
inspect a land subsidy railroad. He died suddenly
of an unknown cause in St. Louis, Mo., in 1873 and

was buried in Diamond Grove Cemetery in Jack
sonville, Ill.

Biographical Directory of the United States Congress.
http://bioguide congress.gov/biosearch/biosearch
asp.

Bogardus, Carl R., Sr. "The History of Warsaw." Gallatin
Co. Free Public Library, Warsaw, Ky.
. The Story of Gallatin County. Ed. James C.
Claypool. Cincinnati. John S.Swift, 2003.
Steve Huddleston

YMCA. The YMCA (Young Men's Christian As
sociation) began in mid-19th-century England.
George Williams founded the first "Y" in 1844, as a
place where persons living on the streets of Lon.
don could meet for Bible and prayer groups. The
organization traditionally has been urban in loca
tion and Christian inspirit. The movement quickly
spread throughout the industrialized Western
world, arriving in Northern Kentucky before the
Civil War. Later, YMCA's sprangup in places such
as Ceylon and the Far East.

1850, Cincinnati had an organization similar to
the YMCA, and by 1850 it had become a Y; for a few
years in the late 1850s, Cincinnati was the home
of the YMCA national convention, as the head

young up-and-coming lawyer named Richard P.
Ernst. Other cities in the area where early attempts
were made at developing Y programs included Bel
levue and Dayton in Campbell Co. and Latonia and

quarters was called, principally as a result of the
role Cincinnatian William Neff had played at the

Ludlow (which had a railroad Y) in Kenton Co.

national level. In downtown Cincinnati in 1893

ated with the YMCA movement in Northern Ken

there was a YMCA evening school that eventually
evolved into the Chase College of Law of North
ern Kentucky University. It became indepen
dent in governance in 1951 but not in location un
tilits move to Covington in 1972,
Many of the first YMCA's provided temporary
housing for men who were new to jobs in big cities,
both freshly arrived immigrants and men who had
come from the farm. The service was designed to
keep them from drinking.gambling, smoking, and
illicit sexual activity. In Northern Kentucky the
connection with religion was clearly demonstrated
early on, as the board members in Covington were
required to be members of the local Protestant

tucky, became the president of the Covington Y, a
position he retained until his death in 1934. Ernst
accomplished many other things, one of them serv
ing as a U.S. senator, but he was most proud of his
relationship with the Y. He was first and foremosta
"Yboy" Covington's Y programs were so success
ful that additional space was needed; therefore in
1911, under Ernst's lead, construction was begun
on a new facility at the southeast corner of Pike St.

Ministerial Association.

In 1857 a YMCA was operating in Covington
in a hall on the third floor of a building at Fifth St.
and Madison Ave. that had a Christian reading
room; in 1867 a Y was meeting at the Newport
courthouse, and there were hopes of moving to the
Grace United Methodist Church. Courthouses

often provided the incubation space of such groups
at that time. The Newport group lasted until 1898.
Beginning in 1880, for a short time there was a Yat
Sixth and Main Sts. on the west side of Covington,

In the United States, the first Y's were started in

the West EndYMCA. In 1888 a Covington Yoper

the context of American Protestantism's evangeli
cal reform attempts. The first Y in the country was
established in Boston in 1851; by 1853 both Louis
ville and Lexington, Ky., had operating Y’s. Before

ated at Sixth St. and Madison Ave., a year later it
occupied the second floorofabuilding at the north
west corner of Eighth St. and Madison Ave. It was
led by banker Jonathan David Hearne and a

In 1892 Ernst, the person most closely associ

and Madison Ave. on the site of the landmark

Magnolia House. The new Ywas designed by ar
chitects George W. Schofield and Lyman Walker,
it included a swimming pool, a gymnasium, meet
ing rooms, and a dormitory for short-term hous
ing. That building opened in 1913. In 1918 Ernst
proposed that the ladies and girls of Covington
should also be served, and thus even today, one can
see the separate boys' and girls' entrances to the
building. It was the swimming pool that most in
terested the ladies, but women could not become

formal members until 1929, when the Yadded pro
gram emphasis on the family. Also in 1929, the Y
expanded into the adjacent building, mainly for
needed women's facilities. Ernst's early decision ef.
fectively precluded any appearance of a YWCA
(YoungWomen's Christian Association) in North
ern Kentucky. The Y sponsored football teams,
basketball and baseball leagues, volleyball games,
bicycle races, rifle teams, tennis tournaments, mar
athon races, and debating teams, provided an exer
cise area; and offered sewing classes for girls. Its fa
cility was often the site of important civic meetings
and banquets and religious gatherings. For many
years, the Yemployed an on-site masseur.
During the two world wars, the Covington Y
was similar to a United Service Organization (USO)
in welcoming active-duty armed service personnel.
During World War I, the International YMCA
recruited young women for service in the European
theater as nurses and USO entertainers. One of

these was singer Elizabeth Parks, a Covington
native, who later married a top leader in the Cana
dian YMCA's involvement in the same effort.

The Covington branch was blessed with im
portant and influential leadership, both in its
hands-on management and on its board of direc
tors. Willard L. Wade (1902–1983) served as a

YMCA director for more than 50 years, including
40 years in Covington. The Y cooperated closely
with the Week Day School of Religion and the
Hi-y program at Holmes High School. The Y
swimming pool was popular with people of all
ages. The Y's cafeteria, opened in 1951, was a busy
place where good meals could be had by anyone at
a moderate price. Local businessmen and bankers
in the immediate area crowded the cafeteria on

weekdays at lunchtime. During the 1950s, local
television star and heartthrob Bob Braun hosted

Old YMCA building, opened in 1913 on Madison Ave., Covington.

teen dances in the building. The Covington Y,

YSAYE, EUGENE
which came to be known as the Wade Branch, con

cilities arose in Northern Kentucky. Two were rail
road Y's, more formally known as transportation
YMCAs, established to help railroads deal with the

In 1967 modern branch Y's opened in Fort
Thomas and Florence. Florence, beginning in 1955,
had operated as the Tri-City Y before its new build
ing was completed in late 1967. It served the three
cities of Erlanger, Elsmere, and Florence but re
cently moved west to Burlington and into a new
facility named for benefactor R. C. Durr.
In 1983, nearly 50 years after Richard Ernst's

saloon-attending problems of their overnight

death, his dedication to the YMCA mission made a

crews. In 1890 one of these facilities opened at 28
W. 15th St. in Covington; it moved in 1909 to 17th

surprising new impact. As a result of a previously

St. and Madison Ave., on the west side, at KC junc

of all the relatives he named in his will, the trust

tion, where the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad
(C&O) joined with the Louisville and Nashville

fund's principal was divided; half of it, $350,000,
went to the Covington YMCA.
Sincethelate 1980s, Northern Kentucky YMCA's

tinued into the 1980s, providing athletic activities
and other programs to all who came. It closed its
door on May 1, 1987.

Before the 1920s, three specialized YMCA fa

Railroad. This was one of the busiest railroad
intersections in the United States, and it was here
that Ernstand others built the new Railroad YMCA

Hotel, as a place where visiting train crews could
stay overnight and eat, positioned near to their
assigned trains for their trip home the next day.
This Yattempted to create a community of out-of
towners by means of its monthly News and Notes
newsletter. The building remains today but not as
a hotel. The second railroad hotel appeared in late
1914 at Silver Grove in Campbell Co., along the
C&O, near what became its Stevens Yard. This fa

cility was open to the public, not just train crews.
The third specialized Y in the region was on the
grounds of the Fort Thomas Military Reserva
tion, part of the Y's armed services division; it
opened in July 1917 and remained for as longas the
U.S. Army billeted soldiers there. Several photo
graphs of the one-story Y building at the fort have

undisclosed clause in Ernst's will, and after the death

have been under the umbrella of the YMCA's of

Greater Cincinnati, which offers assorted pro
grams at more than 20 sites on both sides of the
Ohio River. In Campbell Co. there is the Campbell
Co. YMCA in Fort Thomas and a teen center in

Dayton; in Kenton Co. there are the Kenton Co.
YMCA in Independence and programs offered in
south Covington; in Boone Co. the Y has flour
ished, with Camp Ernst, the modern R.C. Durr fa
cility at Boone Woods, and swimming pools at
Union and Cherry Hill. There is one other YMCA
within the Northern Kentucky region at Maysville
along U.S. 68. During the 1980s, an attempt was
made to start a Y program in Grant Co. Recently,
these modern Y's have moved into the areas of

child care, fitness, and wellness. In Boone Co. a
new senior center is also in the works at the Durr

facility.

survived in various collections. Since the Civil

"Covington Y Offers 4 New Dining Rooms," KP Sep
War, the YMCA has provided assistance and relief

tember 28, 1951, 1.

to the armed forces. It was this Y at the fort that

“Ernst Gives History of Y at Banquet," KP October
created a YMCA tradition within the city of Fort
Thomas, which continues to support the Campbell
Co. YMCA just down the street. None of the three
specialized YMCAs exist today.
During the 1920s, the Covington branch oper
ated a camp in Rosedale, known as Ernst Lodge,
south of town at the end of the streetcar line. This is
where the Y tennis courts were located. At this time

12, 1932, 1.
“New Home of Railroad Y.M.C.A. Will Be a Hand
some Structure,” KP June 10, 1909, 2.

Phillips, Mike. “The Wade Y's Future,” KP, January
18, 1984, 4K.

“R.C. Durr YMCA to Open in June," KP May 1,
2004, 2K.

Reis, Jim, “YMCA's Kept Its Spunk Alive for 125
Years,” KP, March 12, 1984, 8K.

the Rosedale community was considered to be out

farm to the Y to be used for summer outdoor recre

crofilm set available at the Kenton Co. Public Li

brary, Covington, Ky.

was sold in 1987.

1923, at his wife's insistence, his remains were re
turned to the United States and he was reburied

with full military honors at Arlington National
Cemetery in Arlington, Va.
Arlington National Cemetery Website. "Charles Den
ton Young: Colonel United States Army." www
.arlingtoncemetery.net.

ation such as camping, fishing, hiking, and swim
ming. The intention was to bring urban children out
to the fresh air of the country for a couple of weeks
each summer. Today, expanded to more than 350
acres, it operates successfully as Camp Ernst and is
occasionally used by other groups, such as the Cin
cinnati YWCA. Plans for a new lodge building at
Camp Ernst were announced in 2005.
In recent years, the Y has gone suburban. Once

several times (in 1937, 1951, and 1967), only to be
replaced in Covington with various satellite facili
ties offering social programs. The Wade building

was the construction of more roads, and he en

couraged the federal government to purchase ad
ditional park land. For his performance, he was
promoted to the rank of captain. He served in the
U.S. Army for 37 years, at assignments in the
United States, Mexico, the Philippines, Haiti, and
Liberia. At the start of World War I, he was diag
nosed with Bright's disease (a kidney disorder) and
was medically discharged. For the next two years,
he served as a professor of military science at the
all-black Wilberforce College in Ohio. In 1916 he
was awarded the Springarn Medal, given annually
by the NAACP for outstanding achievement by a
black American. In fall 1918 Young rode a horse
from Xenia, Ohio, to Washington, D.C., proving
to government officials that he was physically fit,
and he was subsequently allowed to rejoin the
army. On November 6, 1918, he was promoted to
the rank of colonel, becoming the first African
American to reach that rank in the U.S. Army. In
1919 he was appointed military attaché to the Re
public of Liberia. At the age of 58, while on a recon
naissance mission there, Young died from a kidney
infection. He was buried in Lagos, Nigeria. In June

•

Buffalo Soldiers and Indian Wars. “Colonel Charles

Young Men's Christian Association. Northern Ken
tucky Young Men's Christian Association.
Frankfort. Kentucky Historical Society, 1989. Mi

numbers, the Pike St. and Madison Ave. YMCA,
the Wade Branch, closed. It had been remodeled

guitar. While a teacher, he took a competitive exam
for appointment to the U.S. Military Academy at
West Point, N.Y., and placed second among the ap
plicants. He graduated from West Point in the class
of 1889, becoming only the third black ever to
graduate, and was commissioned as a 2nd lieuten
ant. In 1903 he married Aida Barr, and they had
two children. Also in 1903, he was named acting
superintendent of the Sequoia and General Grant
national parks, being the first black to hold that ti
tle. His duties as a military officer were to enforce
park rules, supervise the activities of the rangers,
and protect the park and its wildlife from harm.
His greatest accomplishment during his tenure

“Willard Wade, Kentucky Y Leader for over 40 Years,”

in the country. During the late 1920s, Ernst bought
the 80-acre former Underhill Farm near Burlington,
the farm made famous in John Uri Lloyd's novel
Warwick of the Knob. In the mid-1930s he gave the

families began leaving urban Covington in large
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KE, October 18, 1983, C2.

Michael J. Poehner
YOUNG, CHARLES DENTON, COLONEL

(b. March 12, 1864, Mayslick, Ky.; d. January 8,
1922, Lagos, Nigeria). Charles Young, who became
a colonel in the U.S. Army, was an African Ameri
can, the son of former slaves. During the Civil
War, his father served as a private in the Colored
Artillery Volunteers, at a time when the U.S. Army
was segregated. Charles's family moved to Ripley,
Ohio, when he was a young child. He attended the
white Ripley High School, from which he gradu
ated with honors at age 16. Afterward he taught at
the black Ripley High School. Young was musically
inclined and played the piano, the violin, and the

Young." www.buffalosoldier.net.
NPS.gov. “Capt. Charles Young." www.nps.gov.
Wikipedia. “Charles Young." www.wikipedia.org.

Jack Wessling
YSAYE, EUGENE (b. July 16, 1858, Liege, Bel
gium; d. May 12, 1931, Liege, Belgium). Noted vio
linist and conductor Eugene Ysaye spent four years
in Cincinnati. As a youth, he studied with his fa
ther, Nicolas Ysaye, before entering the Liege Con
servatory in 1865. He made his first public appear
ance at age seven, attracting little attention. From
1876 he studied in Paris and had close contact with
the French masters of the time–Camilie Saint

Saens, César Franck, and Gabriel Fauré. He en

joyed success as a soloist and had many Euro
pean engagements. From 1879 to 1882, he led the
Bilse orchestra in Berlin. He was the first to per
form some outstanding works, including Franck's
Violin Sonata (1886), Ernest Chausson's Concert
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(1889–1891) and Poème (1896), and Claude De

bussy's String Quartet (1893). The celebrated pia
nist Ferdinand Hiller arranged to have Ysaye play
for the great violinist Joseph Joachim, who re
marked, “I have never heard the violin played like
that before." Ysaye was instrumental in developing
the modern style of violin playing; his influence
spanned three generations. When he gave the first
performance of Elgar's Violin Concerto in 1912,
the greatest contemporary violinists were in the
audience. Ysaye's career peaked with his first Amer
ican tour in 1894 and continued unabated until the
outbreak of World War I in 1914. He collaborated

with notable pianists, including his brother Theo
phile. But it was his partnership with Raoul Pugno
that was most exceptional, because they performed
only sonatas; for the time it was a very unusual
kind of program.
When poor health impaired Ysaye's playing, he
turned to conducting. He was hired as music di

rector of the Cincinnati May Festival in 1918 and
shortly thereafter was offered the music director
ship of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra. He
lived in Fort Thomas. He was no stranger to Cin
cinnati audiences, as he had performed with the
Cincinnati Orpheus Club in 1894 and had ap
peared with the symphony five times. Before his
first May Festival concert, the Cincinnati Times
Star reported, "No singer is so famous that he or
she does not feela thrillofanticipation in knowing
that the great Ysaye is to wield the baton." Ysaye's
symphony concerts took on a patriotic theme and
audiences warmly responded. At his first concert
as conductor, he opened the program with the na

ile, an elegy for string orchestra, premiered at the
May Festival. The next year he gave a special concert
at Music Hall for King Albert and Queen Elisabeth

of Belgium. He resigned in 1922 and returned to his
homeland. There he gave private lessons and occa
sionally performed, giving his last concert in 1930.
Two months before he died on May 12, 1931, his
opera Peter the Minerpremiered in Liege, but Ysaye
was too ill to conduct. It was possibly his greatest
musical triumph, yet it remains unpublished.
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra Centennial Por
traits. Cincinnati: Cincinnati Symphony Orches
tra, 1994.

"Famous May Festival Soloists Eager to Sing under

tional anthems of the Allied countries, to com

Baton of Cincinnati's Renowned Leader," CTS,

memorate the ending of the war 11 days earlier.
Enthusiasm for the orchestra was never higher.
During his tenure the orchestra toured extensively

May 4, 1918, 7.

and was the first to have its music broadcast on

"Ysaye in Hospital Following Hunt for Burglar.” KP,
February 10, 1919, 1.
“Ysaye's Magic Bow Is Stilled." CE, May 13, 1931, 1.

radio throughout the country. In 1918 Ysaye's Ex

Ann Hicks

Guy Davenport, Jonathan Greene, James Baker
Hall, J. Hill Hamon, Bobbie Ann Mason, Ed Mc

Clanahan, Gurney Norman, Steve Sanfield, Fred

Smock, and Richard Taylor. Zeitz also has pub
lished his own poetry.
Gray Zeitz has played a major role in the lives
of Kentucky writers. His work is a model of print

Hicks, Jack. "Former Nixon Press Aide Visits Home

of His Youth." KE, July 11, 1983, Cl,
"Ron Ziegler, Nixon Aide, Dies—He Was Born in

Covington," KP February 11, 2003, A6.
ZION BAPTIST CHURCH. Zion Baptist
Church of Walton in Boone Co. was formed in
1872 to serve that area's African American com

-

-

ZEITZ, GRAY (b. August, 1949, Mobile, Ala). A
publisher of collectible books and an author, Gray
Zeitzisone oftwo sons of Joseph and Kay Zeitz. He

moved to Kentucky as a child, relocating several
times in the early years because of his father's mili
tary career. He received an associate degree from
the Elizabethtown Community College in Eliza
bethtown, Ky. In the late 1960s, he moved to Lex
ington, where he attended the University of Ken
tucky (UK), taking courses in English and history.
His passion for printing emerged during his days
at UK, where he apprenticed at the King Library
Press. He learned fine handwork skills and typo
graphic design working with Carolyn Hammer,
who founded the press while also serving as cura
tor of rare books.
In 1974 Zeitz moved to his current residence of

30 years, Monterey, in Owen Co. That same year,
his love of print and of contemporary writers came
together as he created Larkspur Press, one of the
nation's modelsmall presses. Zeitz began Larkspur

ing craftsmanship. In addition to his printing ac
tivities, he is a volunteer firefighter and Monterey
city clerk. His wife, Jean, is a preschool teacher in
Owen Co. They have a son and a daughter.
Grolier Club. "The Work of Victor and Carolyn
Hammer." www.grolierclub.org/ExHammer.htm
(accessed February 17, 2007).

characters into viselike boxes called "sticks." The

entire process takes a couple of years, so he can
print only up to three books per year. In the pro
cess, Zeitz must choose the font and paper type for
each book. If the paper is to be handmade, the time
required can be multiplied by as much as a factor of
10. Paper or cloth must be chosen for each cover,
and the covers are usually printed by hand. If color
or illustrations are present, the sheets may have to
be run through the press as many assix times. After
printing, the regular editions are "jobbed out" to a
small bindery. The special editions are hand sewn,
hand bound, and decorated. The covers of the spe
cial editions are decorated with unique papers
(marbled, pasted, or stamped).
Larkspur's publications include short fiction,
collections of poems, short poems, and broadsides
(single works printed on one side of a sheet of
paper). Zeitz collaborates predominately with Ken

kins, Daniel Williams, and John Williams. This

first church was officially organized on September

Jones, Elizabeth. "Putting the Fine in Fine Press: UK
Celebrates Twenty-Five Years of Gray Zeitz's Lark
spur Press." Ace Weekly, www.aceweekly.com/
acemag/backissues/981028/art_981028.html (ac
cessed February 17, 2007).
King Library Press."Larkspur Twenty-Five:Celebrating
a Quarter Century of Gray Zeitz and Larkspur
Press." www.ukyedu/Libraries/KLP'seminars/1998f
html (accessed February 17, 2007)

"Timeless Type of Work." Lexington Herald Leader,
July 20, 1997,11.
Young, Dianne, and Steve Millburg. "Printers in the
Old Style." Southern Living 29, no. 12 (December
1994): 102-4.

Zeitz, Gray. Telephone interview by Sharon McGee,
August 9, 2004.
Sharon McGee

on his landoutside of Monterey, with a small supply
of Emerson metal type and some used equipment.
In 1975 Larkspur Press published its first work,
Bluegrass, a collection of poems by Richard Taylor.
With itsappealing presentation inabeautifully fin
ished style, Bluegrass set the standard for Larkspur
publications. Zeitz prefersa handset type because it
allows precise spacing and beautiful typefaces not
found on computers. He also enjoys setting type by
hand. He uses a process of printing that contains
remnants of the methods invented by the German
Johann Gutenberg, the 15th-century father of mod
ern printing. The process involves printing by mov.
able letters. Zeitz's process is not simple. He manu
ally typesets the books by loading letters and other

munity. Tradition has it that the church was orga
nized by Timothy Smith, when he began to orga
nize prayer meetings in his home. The earliest
founders were George Chatman, Rev. and Mrs.
John Greene, Courtney Watkins, Solomon Wat

ZIEGLER, RON (b. May 12, 1939, Covington,
Ky; d. February 10, 2003, Coronado, Calif.), Ron
ald Louis Ziegler was the son of Louis Daniel and
Ruby Parsons Ziegler. He grew up at 1074 Altavia
Ave. in Park Hills, a neighbor of longtime Cincin
nati Reds public address announcer Paul Som
merkamp. Ziegler attended Dixie Heights High
School in Edgewood, where he earned all-state
honors in football. He began college at Xavier Uni
versity in Cincinnati in fall 1957 with an athletic
scholarship but gave up football and transferred
to the University of Southern California (USC) in
1958. He graduated from USC in 1961. While an
undergraduate student there, Ziegler became ac
tive in Republican politics; he was a member of
the Young Republicans. In 1961 he served as a
press officer of the California Republican State

20, 1872; Rev. Solomon Watkins was called as its

pastor. The first house of worship was located on
High St. and had a dual purpose: it served as a
school as well as a church. In November 1877, Wat

kins held a baptism at Uncle Jack Arnold's pond;
there were 10 converts in the procession, and many
spectators lined the banks.
The church on High St. was abandoned and in
1884 a new building, which also functioned as a
school and a church, was constructed on a hill

overlooking the current church. It is believed that
the Odd Fellows held their meetings there. After
this building was demolished, its site became the
burial place of Watkins,
Rev. J. S. Boles spearheaded the building of the
present church. Male membersofthe congregation
demolished the old building and built a new one at
35 Church St., which was dedicated on May 28,
1922. An all-day meeting and a basket dinner on
the grounds accompanied the celebration.
On June 18, 1972, the Zion Baptist Church held
its centennial celebration. Zion Baptist has gone
through several phases of additions, rebuilding,
and remodeling. In September 1994, Rev.O.B. Ford
was called and continues to serve Zion Baptist
Church.
"Church Notes," DC, November 7, 1877,2.

Historical notes on file at Zion Baptist Church, Wal
ton, Ky.

Paul, Smita Madan. "Neighborhood Contributed."
KE, July 6, 1993, D1–D2.
Reis, Jim. "Black Churches Offered Stability in Trou.

bled Times," KPJanuary 20, 1997.4K.
Theodore H. H. Harris

Committee, where he assisted in Richard Nixon's

tuckians. Some of the authors whose books have

failed attempt to become governor of California in
1962. Public relations andmarketing were Ziegler's
real fortes, as evidenced by the successful work he
did in these fields for the J. Walter Thompson ad
vertising agency in California.
When Ziegler's friend H. R. "Bob" Haldeman
became chief of staff for the newly elected Presi
dent Nixon (1969–1974), Ziegler, at age 29, was ap
pointed White House press secretary, the youngest
ever. He coined two phrases that will live in Amer
ican history.heisthe person who called the Water
gate incident the result of a "third-rate burglary."
and he often responded to the White House news
correspondences by calling things "inoperative."
In 2003 Ziegler died at his California home and
was cremated. His wife Nancy and two daughters

been published by Larkspur are Wendell Berry,

survived him.

ZIONSTATION. An unnamed settlementalong
Ten Mile Creek in northwestern Grant Co., part of
a largeland grant held by John H. Craig, was given
the name Zion Station in 1869 when the Louis

ville, Cincinnati, and Lexington Railroad, the
"Short Line" between Louisville and Cincinnati,

was completed. Zion Station served as the railroad
connection for the town of Mount Zion, just a few
miles to the east.

A post office opened at Zion Station in 1871.
The earliest schoolhouse was established about

1884 in a building that remained in use until 1914.
A new frame structure then replaced the original
one and served as the Zion School until 1933. Pleas

ant View Baptist Church was organized at Zion
Station in 1867 in a logbuilding that was replaced
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with a frame structure in 1907. In 1876 the Ken

“Frightful Railroad Accident,” CJ, February 24, 1882, 2.

vate schools; she also taught music part-time in

tucky State Gazetteer indicated that Zion Station
had two general stores, two physicians, two black
Smiths, a Baptist minister, and a flourmill.
On February 23, 1872, a fast train from Louis
ville collapsed the bridge near Zion Station, killing
2 people and injuring about 50. It was the third
bridge collapse in the rail line's short history. In
recent years, the county has had to repair the
100-year-old automobile bridge over the Ten Mile
Creek connecting Zion Station with Napoleon.
Without use of the bridge, important emergency
vehicles in that part of Grant Co. can supply only

Tortora, Andrea. “Grant Patching Wooden Bridge,

Robertson Co. On June 8, 1880, she married John
W. Zoller, the owner and editor of the Robertson

Crossing Fingers on New Span," KE, August 22,
1996, B1A.

John B. Conrad

ZOLLER, KATE (b. July 12, 1853, Memphis,
Tenn.; d. September 21, 1932, Mount Olivet, Ky).
Katherine Elinor Grace Farris, who became a

school superintendent, was the daughter of Wil
liam and Emmalene De Grasse Farris of Memphis,
Tenn. She attended the Memphis schools and
graduated from the Young Ladies Institute. She
became a schoolteacher in the Cincinnati Public

County Tribune. Kate was often seen helping out
at the newspaper; she was a first-class writer who
could produce copy quickly. Around 1910 she be
came the first woman superintendent of schools in
Robertson Co. and always was known for her sup
port of high educational standards. Kate Zoller
died in 1932 at Mount Olivet and was buried at the

Mount Olivet Cemetery.
Kentucky Death Certificate No. 22373, for the year
1932.

limited service.

Conrad, John B., ed. History of Grant County. Wil
liamstown, Ky: Grant Co. Historical Society, 1992.

School system but later moved to Mount Olivet,
Ky., at the advice of her physician, in order to im
prove her health. Soon she began teaching in pri

Moore, T. Ross, ed. Echoes from the Century, 1867–
1967. Mount Olivet, Ky. Robertson Co. Historical
Society, 2000.
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686, 907, 922

American Anti-Slavery League, 24
American Antislavery Society, 2,

Anderson, J. G., Col., 254
Anderson, Joe E., 25, 107, 865
Anderson, Joe (restaurant owner),
411

Anderson, John W., Capt., 27, 302,
835

Appalachians, 33–34, 37, 75, 118,
229,411, 575,640, 948, 970

Appel, Dale, 104

Applegate, Leslie T., 196-97
Applegate, Oliver P, 752
Appleton, William, 488, 713

AQW (Always Quality Work) Inc.,
966

Arcaro, George Edward “Eddie,”
35, 402,411, 483,538

Arnold, Louella, 143
Arnold, Louis W., 499

Arnold, Margaret Morgan, 37
Arnold, Orlan, 111

Arnold, Peggy Ball, 54–55
Arnold, Richard C., 37,695,849

Arnold, Shirley, 375
Arnold, W. E., 425

Arnold, William, Capt., 37,960,961
Arnold, Willis, 36

Arnold Log House, 37,961
Arnow, Harold B., 37

Arcaro, Ruth, 35
Arcaro's, 411

Arnow, Harriette Simpson, 37,556,

archaeology, 35–36; Behringer,
William Jacob, 75; Big Bone
Lick, 87–89; Covington urban
archaeology, 245–46; Crawford,

Arnzen, Bob, 66
Arrasmith, Alfred, 684
art/artists, 37–39; Anshutz, Thomas
P., 29; Audubon, John James,

Ellis C., 247; Fort Ancient

Indian sites, 358; Hemingray
Glass Company archaeological
project, 442–43; Washington
archaeology, 936–37
Archaic period, 20–21
Archer, Benjamin E., 190
architecture, 36; Bankemper, Carl
Cyril Anthony, 55; Carl
Brothers, 153–54; Crapsey,

971

42; Barnhorn, Clement J., 60;
Beard, James Henry, 70–71;
Bluemlein, Thomas, 97; Brean,

David, 115; Cassidy, Ira
Diamond Gerald, 165; Cochran,
Jane Burch, 206; Corwine,

Aaron H., 227–28; Covington
Art Club, 238–39; Darrell
Brothers, 123; Dibowski,

Charles J., 268; Diuguid, Nancy,

George Michael, 73; Boone Co.,

Anderson, Ken, 25–26, 117, 354
Anderson, Larz, 148, 194
Anderson, Laurie, 76
Anderson, Martha, 25

Charles C., 247; Davis, David,
256; Dittoe and Wisenall, 273;
Monmouth St. Architechture,
622; Piket, Louis A., 716–17;

100; Buffington Springs, 129;

Anderson, Mary J., 24, 25

Roth, George F., Jr., 772; Samuel

293–94; Eilerman, Yvonne

Coleman's Springs, 208; ferries,

Anderson, Paul, 26

Hannaford and Sons, 430–31;

“Bonnie,” 296; enameling,

324; French and Indian War,

Anderson, Robert, Brig. Gen., 148

Seger, Daniel T., 815; Walker,

303-4; Farney, Henry Frank,

371–73, Girty, Simon, 503;
Ingles, Mary, 478; Limestone

Anderson, Sarah Brooks, 26
Anderson, Susan S., 27

Lyman R.,924; Walker, William

and Limestone Creek, 548;

Anderson, William J., 25, 541, 899
Anderson Ferry, 26, 223, 325–26,

320–21; Gaither, Thomas, 379;
Hubbard, Anna Wonder, 465;
Hubbard, Harlan, 465–66;

900, 901, 902

American Indians, 20–23, 610;

archaeology, 35; Bedinger,

Little Turtle (Mishikinakwa),
558; Mason Co. stations, 588;
Mason Co., 583–85; Mentor,
614; Mound Builders, 631–32;
Ohio River, 685–86; Richwood,

756; The Point (Licking River);
tobacco, 879; Van Voast, James,
910; Warrior Trail, 932

American Legion, 23, 185,420,440,
581

American Pharmacists Association,
714

American Red Cross, 23–24; Baird,

Hannah Hume, 53; boxing, 107;
Chevalier, Elizabeth Pickett,

176; Highland United
Methodist Church, 448;
Interfaith Commission Flood

Relief Program, 675; Orr,
Gertrude, 691; poverty, 730;
schuetzen clubs, 810; Williams,
Caroline “Line,” 959
American Revolution. See

Revolutionary War
American Society of Equity, 666
Ames, Asbury, 978
Ames, John D., 190
Ammerman, George, Rev., 962
Ammerman, Nellie, 962

amphibians, 321
Amtrak, 24, 175
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Anderson Slave Pen, 26–27
Andres, Herman V. J., Rev., 459
Andrews (Andriola), Frank J.
“Screw,” 27, 98
Andrews, Albert L., 28,480, 663
Andrews, Eleanor Plunkett, 27

Andrews, Henry, 529
Andrews, James O., 636

Andrews, Joseph, 28,480, 663
Andrews, Lorin, Rev., 27–28,938
Andrews Sisters, 402
Andrews Steel Mill, 28,480, 651,
663, 773

Angel, James Bird, 28
Angel, Vera, 28, 550,970
Angevin, James, 901
Angevin, John, 4
Anglin, Paul, Jr., Rev., 336
Anness, Justine, 945
Ann's Ice Balls and Icehouse,
28–29, 152
Anshutz, Hermann, 29
Anshutz, Thomas P., 29, 38

Anspaw, Jacob, 425
Answers in Genesis—USA, 29

Anthony, Susan B., 82,559, 888,
972,975

anti-German hysteria, 30, 395,474,
475,709,810, 975

E., 924; Walter and Stewart,
927; Weber Brothers, 944;

Wernwag, Lewis, 946; Wisenall,
Bernard T., 966; Wolff, Otto
Daniel, Jr., 969
Arena, Susan, 415

Argonaut Cotton Mill, 874
Arion Männerchor, 36, 117
Armand, Alice, 650

Armstrong, Edgar, 599
Armstrong, Elizabeth, 53
Armstrong, F., 475
Armstrong, James, 43
Armstrong, John, 45,600
Armstrong, Johnston, 32, 599
Armstrong, J. R., 803
Armstrong, Louis, 97,487
Armstrong, Neil, 180
Armstrong, Sarah Emily, 113
Arnett, Edgar, 310,725

273–74; Donaldson

Lithographic Company, 277–78;
Duveneck, Frank, 286–87;

Eckstein, Frederick John,

Hurrell, George Edward,
468–69; Knapp, John Augustus
“J. A.,” 522; Lamprecht,
Wilhelm, 531–32; Lippert,
Leon, 555–56; literature,
556–57; Mack, David, 573;

Manning, Joseph, 578;
McCarthy, Aileen, 603;
McLaughlin, Charles Jasper,
605; Meanwell, Jack L., 607–8;

Michaels Art Bronze Company,
618; Northern Kentucky
Heritage League, 673; Nourse,
Mary Madeline, 681; Porter,
William Southgate, 724;
Schmitt, Johann, 808–9; Seigel,
Greg, 817-18; Seigel, Rebekka
Beer, 817–18; Selden, Dixie, 818;

Arnold, Alice, 581
Arnold, Brent, 634
Arnold, Calvin W., 37

Sharon, Mary Bruce, 822;
Shepherd, Jean, 823; Stained

Arnold, Caroline Hitt, 37

Wenceslaus, 875; Venable, John
Wesley,910–11; Williams,

Arnold, David, 968

Arnold, Dorothy, 685
Arnold, Earl, 462

Arnold, Floyd, Rev.,445
Arnold, Henry “Hap” Gen., 11
Arnold, James G., 36, 184,589, 949
Arnold, James M., 658
Arnold, J. M., 354
Arnold, Kenneth, 905

Glass Theatre, 850; Thien,

Caroline “Line,” 958–59; Wolf,
Joannes, 969; women, 971;

Wood, Mary, 972–73
Arterburn, Dan, 360

Arthur, Adeliza Southgate, 39
Arthur, Eliza Parsons, 39

Arthur, Ethlinda Southgate, 39
Arthur, Jean, 580

INDEX

Arthur, John, Capt., 769, 770
Arthur, Oren, 99
Arthur, William, 39
Arthur, William Evans, 39, 100,
217,554, 642
Arthur, W. W., 589
Artus, James, 111, 704

Arvin, Jennings Bryan, 312
Asa (Baptist preacher), 58
Asbury, Elizabeth Rogers, 39

Asbury, Francis, 39, 40,592,616,
962

Asbury, Joseph, 39
Asbury United Methodist Church,
39–40, 616, 750

Ash, George C., 3,324, 325, 899,900
Ashbrook, H. C., 184
Ashbrook, J. W., 426,807
Ashcraft, Vern, 364
Ashland Inc., 40, 176,234, 235

Peter “Tommy,” 639, Orr
Academy/Rugby School, 692;
Ratterman, George, 747–48;

269; Doremus, Elizabeth, 279;

Bacon, James C., 699

Ellis, James Tandy, 298;

Badin, Stephen, Rev., 790

Elliston, George, 299, Estes,

Baechtold, J. J., Rev., 799

Rice, Homer Cranston, 755;

Margaret, 312; Fields, Greg,

Bagoffin, Beriah, 53

Risen, Arnie Denny “Stilts,”
760; Schwarberg, William D.

327–28; Fosdick, William
Whiteman, 366; Hiser,

Bailey, Benjamin Kirby, 946
Bailey, Clay Wade, 52,513,556, 665

“Bill,” 811; Scott, Patricia A.
“Pat,” 812; Shields, Ken, 824;

Berniece Iona Terry, 449;
Holmes, Daniel Henry, Jr., 454;

skating rinks, 833–34;
Staverman, Larry Joseph, 851;
Steinfeldt, Harry Albert,
Patrick, 860-61; Sweeney,
William “Bill,” 862; Tannehill
Brothers, 865–66; Thacker,
Thomas Porter, 874; townball,

Edward Poage “Ed,” 603–4;
McNamara, Mary Catherine,

883; Turner, John W., 895;
Wilson, Earl D., 965; Wooden,

Mosgrove, George Dallas, 629;

John Robert,973; Wyk, Walter

Orr, Gertrude, 691; Paul,

F., 980

Barbara, 703; Pogue, Chuck,

852–53; Summers, Scott

Athmann, Anthony, Rev., 785

Asian Americans, 40–41

Atkins, Chet, 257

Askren, Mary, 666

Atkins, George Robert, 824

Asman, Bub, 329

Atkinson, Isabella, 705
Atkinson, James L., 174

41

Asman, Henry Bernard, Sr., 41
Asman, Jacquelyn Chism, 41
Asman, John B., 41
Asman, William L., 41

Aspen Grove/Sun Valley, 41

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Catholic Church, 41–42
Astley, Philip, 183
Astor, John Jacob, 270
Athey, Kate Stephens, 42
Athey, Robert, 42
athletes/athletics: Alexander,
Shaun, 17; Anderson, Joe E., 25;
Anderson, Ken, 25–26; Arcaro,

George Edward “Eddie,” 35;
baseball, 61-66; basketball,

Jessup, Myrtle Stickrath,
488–89; Jewell, Sue Hamilton,
489; Kelly, Mary Ann, 501;
Kerley, John A. “Jack,” 518;
Ladd, Dorothy, 528; Mack,

Ashley, Herman, 857

Asman, Harriet McIntyre, 41
Asman, Henry Bernard, Jr., “Bub,”

David, 573; McClanahan,

606; Mora, Pat “Patricia,” 625;

719; Richardson, Darrell
Coleman, 755–56; Richardson,

Mary Cabell, 756; Roberts,
Alice Kennelly, 762–63;
Roberts, Elizabeth Madox,

Attig, Lila Pearl, 944

763; Roth, George F., Jr., 772;

Atwood, Elmer, 76
Atwood, Lee, 42
Atwood, L. T., 514

Schulkers, Robert Franc, 811;

Atwood, Roger, Rev., 446
Auchter, Henry, 392
Aud, Joseph Z., Rev., 876
Audry, Debby, 944
Audubon, Anne Moynette, 42
Audubon, Jean, 42
Audubon, John James, 38,42, 54,

Shepherd, Jean, 823; Stanton,
Henry T., 851; Summers,

Hollis Spurgeon, Jr., 860; Tevis,

Bainum, Elizabeth C., 263
Baird, Alice M., 542
Baird, Glenn F., 53
Baird, Hanna Hume, 53, 270,970
Baird, Sarah, 452
Baither, Bill, 379
Baker, Abraham, 44, 111,918
Baker, Clarence, 76
Baker, Francis, 265

Helen, 892–93; Varble, Rachel
M., 910; Williams, Sheila, 960;

Baker, John, 53
Baker, Johnny, 199

Willson, Forceythe,964;

Baker, John W., 890

Wolff, Ruth, 969–70; Wood,

Baker, Josephine, 487, 710
Baker, Joshua, Col., 53
Baker, Kathy, 508

Augusta, 43–44; Baptist Church,

985

44; Christian Church, 43,44;
Church of the Nazarene, 44;
Civil War Raid, 44–45, 111, 580;

52–53, 664, 751

Baily, Ezra, 807
Bainbridge, William T., 350

Baker, George S.,975

Auge, Grace Galvin Nelson, 647

Auer, Leopold, 431

811

Bailey, Pearl, 136
Bailey, Rebecca Weddington, 52
Bailey, Rebekah Shreve, 52
Bailey, Samuel C., 452
Bailey, Walter,86
Bailey, William Shreve, 4, 33,

Walter Stone, Jr., 873; Trimble,
Vance Henry, 889; Truesdell,

Eleanor Duncan, 972; Woolsey,
Kate Trimble, 975; Yancey,
Rena Lusby,981; Zeitz, Gray,

549, 687, 949

Bailey, George W., 52
Bailey, Jane, 293,294
Bailey, John, 52
Bailey, Logan, 52
Bailey, Mary Adams Whitehead,

Auton, Jesse, Brig. Gen., 48,494,
525, 717, 977

Auton, Julia E. Bagby, 48
Auton, Robert Wesley, 48
Autry, Gene, 253

Baker, Henrietta, 53,890

Baker, Richard, 7
Baker, Richard Tarvin, 53, 69, 198,
199, 448, 484

Baker, Robert, 309

Baker, R. Philip, 515

66–67; Beagle, Ronald G., 69;
boxing, 106–7, Browning, Pam,
124; Bunning, James “Jim” Paul

College, 6,43, 45–46, 61, 111,

David, 132; Camnitz, Howie,

School, 46–47, 112; Jail, 47;

Avenel Hotel, 48–49,463, 823
Averdick, Clara J. Ertel, 49

143; Cappel, Bill, 152; Cappel,

Presbyterian Church, 43,47,
733; Trinity United Methodist

Averdick, Henry G., Jr., 50
Averdick, Henry G., Sr., 49

Baker, Samuel, 53
Baker, Sarah Beall, 69
Baker, Sarah Bina, 199
Baker, Thomas Jefferson, 199
Baker, Tolbert, 390
Baker, William, 53

Averdick, James Andrew, 49–50, 552

Baker-Hunt, Margaretta Wager,

William F. “Bill,” 152; Cauthen,
Steven Mark, 169–70; Connor,
James “Jim” Robert, 221;

113, 294, 616, 636, 702, 715, 734,

773,902; Ferry, 46,582; High

Covington Blue Sox, 239;

Church, 47
Aument, Carroll, 822
Aument, Henrietta Bruce Sharon,

Cowens, David William,
246–47; Ernst, James C., 311;

Aunt Hagar, 6

Avery, C.J., 803

Austin, Clarence, 231
Austin, Julia, 47
Austin, Seneca, 47

aviation accidents, 50–51, 223, 291,

Austinburg, 47–48, 171, 777

Ayers, Rhoda Mae “Rhonnie,” 51
Aylor, Bill, 263
Aylor, L.P., 427

Fitzpatrick, Thomas P.
“Timmy,” 342–43; Flesch,
Steve, 344; Florence Freedom,
352–53; football, 354–56;

Gastright, Hank, 388; golf,
408-9, Heving brothers,
444–45; Johnson, Donald
“Groundhog,” 493; Justice,
David, 498; Kentucky Cricket
Club, 512; Klein, Roger G., 521;

Landrum, Ralph L., 532; Lloyd,
Nelson A., 560–61; Martin,

Douglas, 581; Meier, Mary Jane
Scheper, 612; Merritt, John
Ayers, 615; Murray, Thomas
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822

authors. See art/artists

authors/poets: Arnow, Harriette
Simpson, 37; Betts, Mary E.
Wilson, 85; Blake, Toni, 92;

Brown, Craig M., 123; Burman,
Ben Lucien, 135; Chevalier,
Elizabeth Pickett, 176; Clemens,
Samuel /Mark Twain, 198–99;
Cornell, Annette Patton,

226–27; Dillon, George Hill,
269; Dinsmore, Julia Stockton,

Averdick, Joanna D. Eagen, 49
Averdick, Michael, 508
Averdick, Nell, 50

926

Avram, Rita, 808

Aylor, Martin L., 357
Aylor, Shelly, 427
Aylward, Kern, 402, 576
Ayres, S. G., 847
Azbill, William, 421
Bacall, Lauren, 748
Bacchus, Percival L., 52, 90, 611
Bach, J. S., 718

53–54

Baker-Hunt Foundation, 38,53–54,
108, 238, 240, 297, 303, 772, 830,
890

Baker-Nantz, Jamie, 415
Bakewell, Ann, 54

Bakewell, Benjamin, 54
Bakewell, Lucy Green, 42, 54
Bakewell, Thomas Woodhouse, 42,
54, 874, 949
Bakewell, T. W., 179
Bakewell, William, 54

Bakewell Family, 54, 155, 179
Balcom, H. Tracy, Jr.,957
Baldwin, Addison L., 752
Baldwin, Clarence “Kid,” 62
Baldwin, Hiram, 191
Baldwin, Louis W., Pfc., 525

Baldwin, “Lucky,” 538
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INDEX
Burbank, 194; Burnet, 194;
Carlisle, 193–94; Coombs, 193;
Groesbeck, 194; Harrison, 194;

Beatty, Adam, 32,904

Barnett, C. Wayne, Rev., 338

Hatch, 194; Holt, 194; Hooper,

Beatty, Clare Elsie, 71,932,970

Barnett, Ida Wells, 638
Barnett, James, 853

67, 193,846; J. L. K. Smith, 193;

Beatty, Clyde, 183

Kyle, 193; Larz Anderson, 194;

Beatty, John L., Capt., 71,71–72, 82,

Barnett, Mary A. Salmons, 853

Lee, 194; McCrae, 193; McLean,

Barnett, W. C., Rev., 459

194; Perry, 193; Phil Kearny,
194; Riggs, 193; Shaler, 194;

Baldwin, William W., 975
Ball, Arnold, 55
Ball, C. E., Rev., 666

Barnes, Lorenzo, 178

Ball, George W.,480
Ball, Herbert, 54–55

Ball, James, 711
Ball, Nelson, 55
Ball, Samuel, 190
Ball, Sarina, 55
Ball, Wilson, 898
Balle, Nelson, 54–55

Barnes Temple A.M.E. Church, 8,
59–60, 112

Barnhorn, Agnes Garmmers, 60

Beatty, Bertha Ellen Baker, 71
Beatty, C. H.,497

94, 618, 932

Beatty, Warren, 469
Beatty, William, 704
Beaupre, Lawrence, 513

Barnhorn, Clemens, 60
Barnhorn, Clement J., 37, 60, 167,
286, 362, 603, 631, 774
Barnsdale, Kevin, Rev., 446

Wiggins, 194
Battle, Margaret,493

Barnsfather, James, 258, 611

Bauer, Elizabeth Gossett, 67

Bauer, Gary Lee, 67, 144, 391,657

Beck, James B., 217

Bauer, Paul, 865
Bauer, R. Bernhardt, 563

Beck, John, Rev., 795

Bang, Victor, 178

Barnum, P. T., 183
Baron, Charles, 613
Baron, Charlotte, 613
Barr, Aida, 983
Barr, Enoch, 866
Barr, H., 807
Barr, H. W., 146
Barr, James H., 807
Barrett, O. F., 335
Barrett, Thomas M., 762

Bankemper, Carl Cyril Anthony,

Barringer, Thomas, 136

67–68, 117, 210, 254,546

Ball Family Singers, 54–55, 641,965
Ballinger, James Mitchell, 827
Ballinger, Katherine, 286
Balme, Augustin Mottin dela, 558
Balsam, Talia, 203
Balser, Gussie, 840

Bamberger, Carl A., 753

Bamberger, George, Rev., 778
Bancroft, Anne, 748

Banderman, John, 789
Bandler, Joseph, 702
Bandmann, Edward, 733

55, 478, 582,682,819

Bankemper, John, Rev., 631, 780
Banklick Creek and Watershed,
55–56, 223, 719, 939

Banklick Turnpike Company, 56,
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Bank of Kentucky, 56,59, 139,236,
286,543, 668, 679,921,952

Bank of Kentucky Arena, 365
Bank of Maysville, 56–57, 59,500,
587, 944

Banks, Jarrett, 189
Banks, William V., 673
Bannister, William, 11
Bannock, G. F., 807

Baptist Convalescent Center, 57, 58,
146, 201,536–37

Barrow, David, Rev., 31, 302, 813

Barrow, John A. D., 261
Barry, Susan Lucy, 869
Barry, William T.,869
Barrymore, John, 279
Barrymore, Lionel, 279
Bartholomew, Daniel, 4, 899
Bartle, John, Col., 60, 144

Bartle, John James Flourney, 60
Bartlett, E. B., 523, 524
Bartlett, Ed, 973
Bartlett, Lou, 973
Bartlett, Thomas “Red” 973
Barton, Charles, 61
Barton, Clara H., 23
Barton, Edward E., 60–61, 519
Barton, Effie, 839

Baudelaire, Charles-Pierre, 269

Bauer, Cathy,945

Bauer, Stanley “Spike' Rynolds, 67
Baum, Jacob,925
Baum, Jeff, 156
Bauman, Ruth, 262
Baumeister, Bernard A., Rev., 455,
776

Bavarian Brewing Company,
Bavarian Trucking Company, 68,
939

Bavis, Levi, 568
BAWAC Inc., 68–69
Baxter, Ruth, 160

Bay, Robert, 392
Bayless, D.D., Rev., 799
BB Riverboats, 69,80, 82, 92,671,
687

Beach, Henry, Jr., 404
Beagle, Jesse, Rev., 339
Beagle, Joseph C., 69
Beagle, Marie R. Bernaducci, 69
Beagle, Ronald G., 69,356,965
Bealer, Cole, 148

Bealer, George, Rev., 798
Beall, Benjamin F., 69,210, 263,

Barton, Thomas M., 60, 136
Barton, William L., 136

Barber, Joseph, 3

Bartow, Mary, 831
Bascom, Henry Bidleman, 45,46, 61

444, 849
Beall, Jeannette, 849
Beall, Sarah B., 53
Bean, Josh, 69

baseball, 61-63; amateur, 64–65;

Bean, Roy “Judge,” 69–70,232

Covington Blue Sox, 239; early
professional, 63–64; Kenton

Beard, Adelia Belle, 38, 70, 71,556,

Base Ball Association, 505;

Beard, Daniel Carter, 38, 70, 71,
108, 256, 281, 549, 556,743, 768.
See also Daniel Carter Beard

Barg, Maria Anna “Mary,” 296

athletics

Barkau, Harold, Rev., 970
Barker, Evilina, 628
Barkhau, Harold, 784

Basie, Count, 136
basketball, 66–67, 122. See also
athletes/athletics

Barkley, Alben W., 179, 262,311,

Basley, C. S., 131

884, 971

Bridge
Beard, Frank, 425

Beard, James Carter, 70
Beard, James Henry, 38, 70, 70–77,

Bass, Herbert, 656
Bates, Gene, 890
Bates, Joe B., 218, 219

Beard, Mary Caroline Carter, 70, 71
Beard, Mary Caroline “Lina,” 38,

Bates, Joshua H., Gen., 193
Bates, Peggy, 493

70, 71,556, 884, 971
Beard, Thomas Francis “Frank,” 70

411, 507,531
Barlow, Frances Cantrell, 888, 889
Barlow, Martin, 888, 889

Bates, William, 493
Bathalter, Robert, 392

Beard, William Henry “Harry,” 70
Beasley, Alfred, 4,563

Bathiany, Albert, 152

Barnabas (Baptist preacher), 58

Bathiany, Helyn Mae,439

Barner, John, 379

Batman, Richard, 702

Beasley, John, 870
Beasley, Julieanne, 719
Beasley, J. W., Rev.,929

Barnes, Charles, 98
Barnes, H. L., Rev., 8, 60

Battaglia, John, 461

Beatles, 919

Batteries: Bates, 193; Buford, 194;

Beaton, Peggy,931

484,554, 638,945

Barkley, George W., 111,953
Barkley, Tona, 434
Barkshire, Samuel, 3,899

Barleycorn's Five Mile House, 59,

Becker, Peter, 422,798
Becker, Rhoda, 422

Beckham, John C. W., 52,964

Beckjord, Walter C.,732
Beckmann, Harry, 84
Be Concerned Inc., 72

Bedinger, Anna, 140,356
Bedinger, Benjamin Franklin, 73,
757

Bedinger, David Wade, 73
Bedinger, Everett Wade, Rev., 757
Bedinger, George Michael, Gen., 73,
215, 307, 308, 758

Bedinger, Henrietta Clay, 73
Beecher, Catharine, 518
Beecher, Frances, 850

Beecher, Henry Ward, Rev., 4, 24,
253, 281

Beecher, Lyman, Rev., 70,302, 733
Beech Grove Academy, 73,141, 144,
496, 750
640; Public Schools, 62, 74, 359
Beehan, Thomas, 262
Beemon, Daniel, 459
Beemon, Jeremiah, 551
Beers, Clifford W., 613
Behan, L. N., 807
Behle, Dennis, 583
Behle, Nick, 410

Barton, Mary Beckett, 60

Maysville, 64. See also athletes/

Becker, John B., Cpl., 915
Becker, Max Joseph, 527

Beechwood, 73–74; High School,

Baptists, 57–59, 302

Bare, Bobby, 257

Becker, H., 237
Becker, Joe, 974

Beall, Benjamin Duke, 53,69

Bar Association, 670
Barbee, William J., 399
Barbian, Ken, 946
Barbour, James Foster, 56, 57, 59, 59
Barbour, Letitia Green, 59
Barbour, Willie R., 335
Barcus, Frank L., Rev., 788

Beaverlick, 72
Bechtold, William, 273
Beck, D., Rev., 790
Beck, Helen, 821

71,971

Behne, Mary, 287

Behringer, Sophie, 74
Behringer, Theodore, 74
Behringer, William Jacob, 36,74,
248, 267

Behringer-Crawford Museum,
74–75, 267; African American
Mountain Island families, 632;

archaeology, 36; Behringer,
William J., 74; Civil War
fortifications, 193; Kentucky,
857; Sharon, Mary Bruce, 822;
Behrman, Ethel Knapp, 522
Behrman, Minnie Hurwitz, 135
Behrman, Samuel N., 135
Beiderbecke, Bix, 487

Beil, Ray, 841
Beiseron, Dorothy Kathryn, 55
Beiting, Martha Hianre, 75

INDEX

Beiting, Ralph T., 75
Beiting, Ralph W., Rev., 34, 75
Bejarano, Rafael, 895
Belasco, David, 1,924
Belberbe, F. W., 554
Belden, Ben, 425
Belew, Adrian, 75–76, 103, 641
Belew, Audie, 76
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Mile Baptist Church, 339–40;
Flagg Springs Baptist Church,
344; Florence Baptist Church,
351–52; Forks of Gunpowder
Baptist Church, 357; Fort
Mitchell Baptist Church,
359–60; Ghent Baptist
Church, 398–99; Glencoe

Baptist Church, 404–5; Gum
Lick Baptist Church, 427;

Harris Creek Baptist Church,
433–34; Highland Ave. Baptist
Tabernacle, 445; Jordan
Baptist Church,497; Kenton
Baptist Church, 504; Latonia
Baptist Church, 536–37,
Madison Ave. Baptist Church,
574–75; Monterey Baptist
Church, 624; Mount Hermon

INDEX

Baptist Church, 632–33;
Mount Olivet Baptist Church,
633; New Bethel Baptist
Church, 648; New Liberty
Baptist Church, 650; Oak
Island Baptist Church, 684;

Church, 782; St. John

Church of Christ of Dayton,

Catholic Church, 783; St.

John the Baptist Catholic

794; St. Paul United Church
of Christ of Fort Thomas, 794;

Church, 784–85; St. John the

St. Paul's United Church of

Evangelist Catholic Church

Oak Ridge Baptist Church,

Joseph Catholic Church of

684–85; Oakland Baptist
Church, 684; Old Baptist
Church on the Dry Ridge, 690;
Old Cedar Baptist Church,
690; Pleasant Ridge Baptist

Camp Springs, 786; St. Joseph

Christ, 793–94; United
Church of Christ, 906;
Walton Christian Church,
929; Warsaw Christian
Church, 932–33

Catholic Church of

Church of the Nativity,

Covington, 787; St. Joseph

Church, 718; Sand Run Baptist

Catholic Church of Crescent

Church, 803; Second Baptist
Church of Newport, 814–15;
Second Twelve Mile Baptist
Church, 815; Ten Mile Baptist
Church, 872; Turner Ridge
Baptist Church, 895–96; Unity
Baptist Church,907; Warsaw
Baptist Church, 932;
Washington Baptist Church,
937; White's Run Baptist

Springs, 787; St. Joseph

Maysville (Episcopal), 645–46;
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church,
776; St. Paul's Episcopal
Church, 793; Trinity Episcopal

Church, 953–54;

Williamstown Baptist Church,
961; Willow Creek Baptist
Church, 963; Wilmington
Baptist Church, 964–65;
Worthville Baptist Church,
979; Zion Baptist Church,985
CATHOLIC CHURCHES: Ali
Saints Catholic Church,

of Carrollton, 785–86; St.

Catholic Church of Cold

Spring, 787; St. Joseph

Catholic Church of Warsaw,

787–88; St. Mary of the
Assumption Catholic
Church, 790; St. Paul
Catholic Church, 792; St.

Bethany Lutheran Church,
84–85; Gloria Dei Lutheran

Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church,
791–92; Salem United
Methodist Church, 798–99;
Scott United Methodist

Church, 813; Second
Methodist Church, 815;

Southgate United Methodist
Church, 846; Tower United
Methodist Church, 883;
Warsaw Methodist Church,

934; Washington United
Methodist Church, 938;

Wesley Chapel Methodist
Church, 946; Wesley United
Methodist Church, 946–47;
Williamstown United

Methodist Church, 962
OTHER CHURCHES:

Philip Catholic Church, 795;

Church, 405, Good Shepherd

Answers in Genesis—USA,

Lutheran Church, 409;
Hebron Lutheran Church,

29; Augusta Church of the
Nazarene, 44; Bethany

438–39; Hopeful Lutheran

Church of Christ, 84; Bethel
Church, 85; Brooksville

Church, 459; Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church, 737; St.
John Lutheran Church,

Assembly of God, 122;
Highland Ave. Wesleyan

Timothy Catholic Church,

783–84; St. Luke Evangelical

Church, 445–46; St. John's

797; St. Vincent de Paul

Lutheran Church, 788; St.
Mark Lutheran Church, 789;
St. Paul Lutheran Church,
793; St. Peter Lutheran

Community Church, 784; St.
John the Evangelist Anglican

Catholic Church of

Newport, 798; St. William
Catholic Church, 798
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES

(including DISCIPLES and
UCC): Augusta Christian

Church, 41–42; Blessed
Sacrament Catholic Church,
93; Cathedral Basilica of the

Church, 44; Bromley

Holy Cross Catholic Church,
455; Holy Spirit Catholic

Christian Church, 120–21;
Brooksville Christian Church,
122; Bullittsville Christian
Church, 131; California
Christian Church, 141;
Carrollton Christian Church,

Church, 456; Immaculate

162; Disciples of Christ,

Conception Catholic Church,
Newport, 473; Immaculate
Conception Catholic Church,
Stepstone, 474; Mary Queen of

271–72; First Christian

Heaven Catholic Church, 583;

Christi Catholic Church, 227;

Church, 889–90
LUTHERAN CHURCHES:

Paul African Methodist

St. Pius X Catholic Church,
795–96; Saints Boniface
and James Catholic Church,
796; St. Therese Catholic
Church, 796–97; St. Thomas
Catholic Church, 797; St.

18–19; Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic

Assumption, 166–67; Corpus

EPISCOPALIAN CHURCHES;
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Catholic Church, 785
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES:

Church, 794–95; Trinity

Augusta Presbyterian Church,

Lutheran Church, 890

47; Community of Faith
Presbyterian Church, 213;

METHODIST CHURCHES:

Asbury United Methodist
Church, 39–40; Augusta
Trinity United Methodist
Church, 47; Barnes Temple
A.M.E. Church, 59–60; Big
Bone Methodist Church, 89;
Brooksville Methodist

Church, 122; Carrollton
United Methodist Church,

First Presbyterian Church of
Maysville, 339; First
Presbyterian Church of
Newport, 339; Lakeside
Presbyterian Church,531;
Lebanon Presbyterian Church,
541; Sharon Presbyterian
Church, 822; Washington
Presbyterian Church,938

Church of Covington, 337;

164; Carter's Chapel, 164;

Church of Jesus Christ of

First Christian Church of

Concord Methodist Church,

Maysville, 337–38; Florence

214; Drury Chapel Methodist

Latter-day Saints, 178,800
Church of the Nativity, 307, 645–46

Christian Church, 352; Flour
Creek Christian Church,
353–54; Germantown
Christian Church, 396; Grace
United Church of Christ, 41.1;

Church, 282–83; East Bend
Methodist Church, 291;

Grassy Creek Christian

Methodist Church of

Covington, 340; Foster's
Chapel United Methodist

Cincinnati, Newport, and
Covington Railway Company

Church, 367; Grace United
Methodist Church, 412;

(CN&C), 422–23
Cincinnati Advertiser, 664

Augusta, 776; St. Augustine

Church, 418; Immanuel
United Church of Christ,
474–75; Lakeside Christian
Church, 530–31; Latonia
Christian Church, 537;

Highland United Methodist

Cincinnati and Charleston

Catholic Church of

Madison Ave. Christian

Covington, 777; St. Benedict

Church, 575; Mayslick

Catholic Church, 777; St.
Bernard Catholic Church,
777–78; St. Catherine of Siena
Catholic Church, 778; St.
Cecilia Catholic Church, 778;

Christian Church, 594; Mount
Olivet Christian Church,
633–34; Oakland Christian
Church, 684; Roanoke
Christian Church, 762; St.

Church, 447–48; Immanuel
United Methodist Church,
475; Main St. United
Methodist Church, 577;
Minerva United Methodist

St. Francis de Sales Catholic

John United Church of
Christ, 786; St. John's United

Church, 636; Ninth St.

Church of Christ, 784; St.
Paul Christian Church,
792–93; St. Paul United

Methodist Episcopal Church,

23, 50, 50–51, 129, 156, 179–81,
210–11, 223, 249, 259, 309, 329,
351, 353, 359, 360, 383,423,438,
457, 474, 507, 513, 680, 721, 759,

666–67; Ninth St. United
Methodist Church, 667; St.

848,886, 892,919; chaplaincy
program, 674

Mother of God Catholic

Church, 630–31; Our Savior
Catholic Church, 694; Sacred
Heart Catholic Church, 775;

St. Agnes Catholic Church,
775; St. Aloysius Catholic
Church, 775–76; St. Anthony
Catholic Church, 776; St.

Augustine Catholic Church of

Church, 780; St. Francis
Xavier Catholic Church, 781;

St. Henry Catholic Church,
781; St. James Catholic

Erlanger Methodist Church,
310–11; Falmouth Methodist
Church, 319; First United

Church, 621; Mount Olivet
Methodist Churches, 634;
Mount Zion Methodist

Ciafardini, Alma Wolfzorn, 977

Ciafardini, Philip G., 662
Ciangetti, Paul, Rev., 474
Ciarlo, Charles M., 752

Cicognani, Amleto Giovanni, Most
Rev., 876

Railroad, 178–79, 234, 280,
842

Cincinnati Enquirer, 749
Cincinnati Inquisitor, 664
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky
International Airport, 15, 21,
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Cincinnati Post, 664–65, 715
Cincinnati Reds, 61–64, 69, 143,
152, 202, 239, 247, 352, 354,
388, 391, 410, 421,445, 484,
493, 505, 561, 678, 715, 739,
744, 852, 866, 872, 895, 917,
968, 985
Cincinnati Southern Railroad, 63,
93, 106, 108, 174, 181–82, 249,
284,308, 350, 379, 470,507,

John Hunt, 625-27; Newport
Barracks, 655; organizations,
195; pontoon bridges, 722–23;
Snow's Pond, 839; veteran
memorials and monuments,
913; Wade, Richard M., 922;
Williamstown, 961; Withers

Family,966; Wright, Horatio
G., 979
Clabes, Gene, 195,665, 749, 823

Clarke, Charles E., 406
Clarke, Charles P., 951

Clarke, Ernest Swope, 196–97
Clarke, John, 197
Clarke, John Blades, 197,217
Clarke, John, Rev., 4,901
Clarke, Laura Vimont, 860

Clarke, Mary Blades, 197
Clarkson, James B., 668

530, 565, 566,567, 583, 667,

Clabes, Jake, 195

745, 746, 757, 831, 842, 879,

Clabes, Joe, 195

Clarkson, Peter, 298
Clarkson, Thomas, 31, 302
Clark Warnick House, 934

928; Bridge, 182,608, 686, 761;
yard, 182, 567

Clabes, Judy Grisham, 195, 270,

Claryville, 197

Cinema X, 134, 182–83, 637,
661–62
circuses, 183, 277, 428

Citigroup, 183–84, 582
Citizen Advocacy Program of
Northern Kentucky, 721
Citizens National Bank, 184, 273,
966

Citizens Patriotic League, 975–76
City Market House, 184
city markets, 184–85

513, 514,556, 665,672, 749, 970

Clair, Anthony, 195
Clair, Eva Wilson, 195

Clair, Matthew Wesley, 195–96
Clair, Matthew Wesley, Jr., 196
Clair, Ollie Green, 195
Clair, Rich, 760

Clapton, Eric, 574
Clarence, Ezra, 140
Clark, A., 150

Clausen, Carl, 794

Claxon, Joseph Lucas, Jr., 197
Claxon, Joseph Lucas, Sr., 197
Claxon, Mary Kemper, 197
Clay, Alley, 814
Clay, Cassius M., 2, 3, 4, 31, 33,73,
107, 209,302,303, 323,595, 752,
756, 972

Clay, Charles Thomas, 164
Clay, Henry, 31, 38, 61, 70, 73, 88,

Clinton, Hillary, 919
Clinton, William Jefferson, 23, 132,
263, 371, 542, 730, 748, 919

Cloak, John, 390
Clooney, Ada, 202
Clooney, Andrew, 201, 203
Clooney, Betty, 201–2, 203, 204,
479, 641, 872,970

Clooney, Nicholas Joseph “Nick,”

Clark, Christopher, 859

974

555; Masons, 589–92; Newport
Citizens Advisory Council, 656;
Newport Political Action
Committee, 659; Newport

Clay, John, Capt., 164
Clay, Laura, 559, 888,972
Clay, Samuel, 421
Claypool, James C. “Jim,” 355,677,

reform groups, 660-61;

Clark, Clarabelle Vest, 196
Clark, Daniel S., 624
Clark, David, 975
Clark, Davis W., 340
Clark, Dick, 115

Nomads, 667; Northern

Clark, Doris West, Capt., 196, 779,

Clayton, A. B.,979

Clark, Ann Rogers, 196, 545

962

District, 668–69; Northern

Clark, George C., Rev., 7,737

Kentucky Community Action
Commission, 671; rotary clubs,

Clark, George Rogers, Gen., 79, 88,
90, 96, 100, 196, 233, 368,452,
503, 505, 545, 549,583, 588, 593,
720, 725, 754, 768,842, 849, 919

civil defense, 186, 347, 457

Clark, James, 587

civil rights movement, 8, 186,

Clark, James, Capt., 846

187–88, 637, 704, 711–12, 817,

Cline, Thomas E., 201
Cline, Thomas H., Col., 201, 976
Cline, Vivian Schwartz, 201
Clinkscales, Ann Blanchett, 961
Clinkscales, F. M., 961
Clinkscales, Frances Rae, 850–51

Clooney, Frances Guilfoyle, 201,

Columbus, 522–23; Lions Clubs,

also charities

Cline, Betty, 201
Cline, John, 361

157, 209, 252,253, 284, 288, 290,

Clark, A. S., 849
Clark, Bob, 62

771–72; YMCA, 982–83. See

Clifton, 200–201,656
Clifton, Dennis, 159
climate, 941–43

Clark, Amy, 3

Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, 477; Knights of

Kentucky Area Development

Clift, Garrett Glenn, 200,556
Clift, Mary Ethel Tomlin, 200

Clark, Andrew W., 212, 510, 674

294, 303, 317, 378,386, 397, 489,
523, 543, 585, 593, 595, 598, 599,
600, 601–2, 625, 715, 735, 801,
841, 843, 869, 888, 892,920, 952,

civic associations, 185–86, 212;

Clifford, Benjamin, Jr., 229,974
Clifford, Camilla, 826
Clift, Charles L., 200
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Clayton, B.C., 902
Clayton, John W., 198
Clayton, Richard, 197–98,502,841
Clayton-Bullock House, 198
Cleary, Edwin, 198
Cleary, Walter W., 100, 198, 198,
262, 461, 479, 825
Cleaveland, Charles, 7
Cleek, Attila, 379
Cleek, Robert F., 379
Clemens, Samuel, 53, 70, 198–99,

203

Clooney, George Timothy, 46, 95,
201, 202-3, 204, 329, 479, 888
44, 98, 115, 201, 202, 203, 257,

263, 479, 556, 557, 596, 641, 665,
866, 872, 941, 951, 972

Clooney, Nina Warren, 202,203

Clooney, Rosemary “Rosie,” 44, 47,
201, 201–2, 203-4, 329, 371,479,
487,586,596,600, 601, 637,
640–41, 770, 773, 872, 888, 920,

970,972. See also Rosemary
Clooney House
Clore, Jonas House, 76
Clore, Michael, 76

Clore, Roy,934
Clore, Samuel, 934
Closson, Alice, 568
Closson, Asa Burton, Jr., 204, 213,

Richard, 150; Carroll Co.,

Clark, James M., 170
Clark, J. H., Rev., 791
Clark, J. M., 698
Clark, John (Father of William
Clark), 545
Clark, John P., 25
Clark, John, Rev., 196, 899
Clark, John W., 226,427
Clark, Mamo, 939
Clark, Mark, Gen., 10, 522
Clark, Melvin, 27
Clark, Paul B., 575

189–91; Chesapeake and Ohio

Clark, Royal, 846

Cleveland, George P., 199

Cobb, Henry Ives, 924

Railroad, 175; confederate

Clark, Russell, 177,404

Cleveland, George Putnam, 199

recruiting in Owen Co., 214;

Clark, Sarah Bryan, 174, 196

Cobb, Irvin S., 578
Cobb, James L., 658

Covington, 234; fortifications,

Clark, Thomas, 174
Clark, Thomas D., 700

Cleveland, Grover, 154, 161, 162,
462, 570, 711
Cleveland, Henrietta Esther Scott,
199,368,577,778,970

825, 970
Civil War, 188–89; African
Americans in, 6, 9–10, 148;

Augusta Civil War Raid, 44–45;
Battery Hooper, 67: Battle of
Falmouth, 318; Beard, James
Henry, 70; Bigstaff, Samuel, 89;
Blakely, Stephens L., 92–93;
Bracken Co., 111; Bruce, Eli

Metcalf, 125; Canby, Edward

148, 189, 192–94, 359, 493, 507,
842, 954; Gallatin Co., 191–92;
Germantown, 395–96; Gex

Landing Incident, 396–97;
Ghent, 398; Gibson Greeting
Cards Inc., 400; Helm, Charles

John, 441; Hemingray, Robert,
441; hospitals, 184–85, 195,463;
in Maysville, 595; John A.
Roebling Bridge, 491; Morgan,

Clark, Thomas, Jr., 174
Clark, Thomas Webb, 196,962
Clark, T. L., 288
Clark, William, 35, 88, 210, 264,
545–46, 585, 654, 897, 919. See
also Lewis and Clark in

Northern Kentucky
Clarke, Asahel Rawlings, 196
Clarke, Cary L., 452

437, 556, 857

Clement, E. M., 493
Clements, T. J., 684
Clements Earle, 520

Clemons, Angeline, 81
Clemons, Carey, 668
Cleri, Regina, 155
Clermont, L. G., 635
Cleveland, Charles Holmes, 199

Cleveland, Joseph, 254

Cleveland Syndicate, 98, 199–200,
212, 385, 499, 590–91, 661

Clevenger, Shubael, 294
Cleves, Bill, Rev., 365
Cleves, Charles, 304
Cleves, William F., Rev., 877
Clifford, Amos, 826

841

Closson, Asa Burton, Sr., 204, 213,
502

Closson, Carolyn Taylor, 204
Closson, Henry, 204
Closson, Walter, 204

coal companies, 205
Coates, William, 380
Cobb, Alfred, 20, 205,556, 695,
907

Cobb, Mary Elizabeth, 239,969

Cobb, Ty, 239
Coburn, Joe, 106
Coburn, John, 205–6, 368
Coburn, O. W., 162
Cochran, Andrew McConnell

January, 206
Cochran, Harriett January, 206,
486

Cochran, Jane Hill Burch, 38, 206

Cochran, John C., 595

INDEX

Cochran, Melville Augustus, Col.,
296, 361, 362, 655

Cochran, Ray A., 512
Cochran, Robert, 206
Cochran, Robert A., 975
Cochran, Robert, Jr., 486
Cochran, Velma, 159
Cochran, William D., 541

Cocquard, Leon, 241
Cody, Buffalo Bill, 278,596,609

Cody, R. J., 311
Cody, Thomas R., Col., 140, 308,
356

Cody, Tom, 411
Coers, Morris, 386
Coffee, Jackson, 390

Coffey, Thomas, 877

Community and Technical
College, 599; Northern
Kentucky University, 676–79;
Thomas More College, 876–77
Collier, John, 4

Collier, Ralph, 4, 899,901
Collin, DeWitt, 833

Collingsworth, Chris, 354
Collingwood, Charles, 201–2
Collins, Amos, 254
Collins, B. A., 350
Collins, Bill, 723
Collins, Charles, 119
Collins, H. H., 807
Collins, Hillard, 221
Collins, James M., 460
Collins, Joel, 503
Collins, John, 45, 649, 807
Collins, John A., 425,974
Collins, Julia Clark, 649

Coffin, Catherine, 4
Coffin, Levi, 4, 32, 902,904
Coffman, Chuck, 28
Coflin, S. W., 98

Collins, Kathy, 320

Coggeshall, William, 85
Coghill, Ruth Bet,979
Cohan, George M., 133

Collins, Keith, 380
Collins, Lewis, 27, 32, 35, 209, 228,
229, 350, 556,597, 599, 600, 604,

Cohen, Dan, 206

Cohen, Sandy, 390
Cohen Shoe Stores, 206–7,924
Cohn, Morris, 490
Coke, Thomas, 616

Colby, Carl, 469
Colby, William, 715
Colcord, J. H., 448

Colcord, J. N., Sr., 718

716, 938

Collins, Martha Layne, 132,367,
439, 719, 723, 947, 971

Collins, Pat, 264

Collins, Richard Henry, 209, 229,
556, 586, 596–97, 974
Collins, Stella, 542
Collins, Thomas, 4
Collins, W. C., 916

Condit, Joseph, 390
confederate recruiting, in Owen
Co., 214

congressional districts, 214–20,918
Congressional Medal of Honor. See
Medal of Honor

Congress of Racial Equality
(CORE), Northern Kentucky
Chapter, 188,220–21, 293, 643,
817, 825, 970

Conley, E., 187, 643
Conley, Ed, 97
Conley, Thomas H., 360
Conley, Virginia, 639
Conn, Oberia, 685
Connell, Henrietta, 268

Connelly, Henry, 705
Connelly, John, 144
Conner, Jacob, 350
Conner, Lewis, 58, 357

Conner, Mary W., 715
Conner High School, 63,221–22
Connor, Charles, 221
Connor, Esther Sullivan, 221

Connor, James “Jim” Robert, 62, 65,
66, 221,498, 657, 851

Connor, John, 690

Conrad, James, 595
Conrad, Margaret Thornton, 497

Colston, William, 210

Colston Family, 210

Conrad, William, 283,438, 690
Conrail, 222, 252, 667

Cole, Nat King, 136,487,710
Coleman, Augustus T., 299

Colter, Hiram, 210

Conry, Tom, 273

Colter, John, 210,545, 552

conservation, 222–23

Coleman, Bill, 487
Coleman, Bob, 97
Coleman, David, 208

Columbia Sussex Corporation, 210,

Constance, 223

Constans, August, 128

Coleman, John, 208

Colvin, Birkett, Sr., 319
Colvin, Lorenzo, 684

Constantine, Mike, 111
Conus, Leon, 554

Coleman, J. Winston, 539

Colyer, C. E., 634

convention and visitors bureau. See

Coleman, Mary C., 208

Comair, 51, 179–81, 180, 211–12, 261
Combs, Bert T., 116, 211,439,519,

Coleman's Springs, 208-9

Coleridge-Taylor, Samuel, 953
Coley, Joseph, 483
Colker, Abe, 844

colleges and universities: Augusta
College, 45–46; Cedar Grove
College, 170; Chase College of
Law, 173–74; Concord College,
214; Gateway Community and
Technical College, 388–89;
Ghent College,399;
Harrisburgh Academy/Owen
College, 433; Jefferson
Community and Technical
College, 487–88; Maysville

Combs-Hehl Bridge, 116, 208,211,
315,686

Comer, Martha Purdon, 211,541,
556, 582, 665, 970
Comer, Patrick W., 211

Commissary Corner, 212

Committee for Covington-Kenton
Co., 212, 674

Community of Faith Presbyterian

Coots, Freddie, 402

Copley, Cohen, 340, 360
Coppin, Charles Cllifford, 225
Coppin, John Roberts, 224, 225,
265,492, 507, 815, 954

Coppin, John Roberts, Jr., 225
Coppin, Mary Roberts, 224
Coppin, William, 224, 225
Coppin's Department Store, 188,
221, 224, 225, 235, 240,265, 297,
465,574, 643, 702, 719,885

Coquard, Leon, 166, 167,256, 576,
786, 791

Corbin, Melissa, 225, 605

519

Colston, Edward, Jr., 210
Colston, Raleigh, 26, 210,869

520, 569, 748

Cooney, Lela, 238
Cooper, Edward P., 235,950–51
Cooper, Gary, 615
Cooper, H. D., 883
Cooper, James, 902
Cooper, Linsday, 836
Cooper, Randall K., 224, 534
Cooper High School, 224

Conrad, Charles Lamont, Rev., 222,

Cold Spring, 207-8

Combs, Dick, 753
Combs, Doris, 380
Combs, Earle, 519

Coombs, Leslie, Gen., 193

Corbin, Henry, 627
Corbin, Joseph Carter, 3

Colston, Edward, 210

Coleman, Nicholas D., 215
Coleman, Richard, 572, 595, 817
Coleman, Robert, 960
Coleman, Thomas, Rev., 782, 797
Coleman, Walter, 97
Coleman, W. W., 849

Richard A. “Dick”

Coolidge, Calvin, 40, 753,839
Coolidge, William David,500

Connor, Terry, 221
Connors, Jimmy, 542

Conrad, Emma Monroe, 222
Conrad, Frank W., 222

250, 359

Cool Ghoul. See Von Hoene,

Coram, Spencer and Corry
Development Co., 700

Colonial Bake Shop, 410
Colonial Cottage, 209–10,411

Cold War, 208
Cole, Clara, 156
Cole, Natalie, 469

Cookie Jar Bakery, 622

Connor, Michael, 739, 740
Connor, Neal, 221
Connor, Samuel, 643

Colcord, Samuel, 718
Coldiron, Blanche, 95, 207,640, 970
Coldiron, Earl, 207

Northern Kentucky Convention
and Visitors Bureau

Conway, Clinton, 190
Conway, Emily, 452
Conway, George, 190,468
Conway, John M., 223, 231, 468,562
Conway, Mary Ann, 705
Conway, Mary Caroline, 452,468
Conway, Miles Withers, 223–24,
834, 935
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Corban, Lewis, 690

Corbin, Perry, 627
Corbin, William Francis, 144, 225,
605, 704, 938, 951
Corbin, W. P., 906

Corburn, James Wynn, 206

Corby, Edmund, Rev., 781, 782,876
Cordova, 225–26

Cordy, James, 706
CORE (Congress of Racial
Equality), 220–21
Corgan, Thomas, 56
Corinth, 226; High School, 226,
415, 416

Corinthian Baptist Church, 226,
557, 760, 956

Corkran, Louise Chambers, 935

Corley, Emily I., 230
Corn, Mary, 162
Cornelius, George, 713
Cornell, Annette Patton, 226–27,
557, 890, 971

Cornell, Josiah H., Sr., 227
Cornwallis, Charles, 580, 754

Corporex, 227

Conway, Moncure Daniel, Rev., 4
Conway, Peter, 468
Conway, W. Harvey, 190, 231,562
Conway, Withers, Capt., 223
Conyers, Jesse, 283,690

Corpus Christi Catholic Church,

Conyers, Rachel, 690

150, 227, 260, 268,456, 473, 555,
650, 655, 777, 785, 786, 791, 875,
948

Corpus Christi School, 16, 761,798

Como, Perry, 71,618, 920
Comprehend Inc., 213,712

Cook, Asa B., 252

Corwine, Aaron H., 38, 227–28
Corwine, Amos, 227

Cook, J., 425

Corwine, George, 599

Conant, Arthur, 510

Cook, Mary Burnside, 367

Concord, 213–14; Baptist Church,
214,408,912; College, 214, 390,

Cook, Max B., 514
Cook, T. B., Rev., 934
Cook, William, 367

Corwine, Matthias, 964
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128, 174, 284, 300–301, 307, 443,

547, 757. See also Old Baptist
Church on the Dry Ridge
Dube, Allen, 659
Dubois, Theodore, 631
Du Bois, W. E. B., 638

Ducker, Jaily, 433
Ducker, Jonathan S., 578
Dude, Gottfried, 394
Dueber, Albert, 284

Dueber, John C., 284, 345
Dueber Watch Case Company, 144,
278, 284, 291, 345, 388, 578, 732,
922

duels, 106, 284–85
Dufour, Charles, 20

Dufour, C.J., 398
Dufour, Jean Jacques, 917
Dufour, Russell, 398

Duhme, Mary Ives, 818
Duke, Andrew, 704
Duke, Basil W., Lt. Col., 44–45, 89,

Drake,” 253, 280–81, 366,549,

113, 125, 206, 285, 368, 611, 626,
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INDEX

Duke, Hula, 888
Duke, James, 285,666

Duke, Mary Wilson, 285
Duke, Paulin, 125

Dye, Elizabeth Faulkner, 253
Dye, Frank, 253
Dye, Luke, 805
Dye, Richard. See Curtis, Dick

Duke Energy, 285
Dulaney, John, 627
Dulcimers, 448–49

Dunant, Henry, 23
Dunbar, Laurence, 9
Duncan, Alexander, Col., 9
Duncan, Ben, 684

Eagle Bank, 288
Eagle Hill, 288
Eagle Plow Works, 288
Eagles. See civic associations
Eagle Station. See Jordan Baptist
Church

Eagle Tavern, 288

Duncan, James, Rev., 3,900
Duncan, Pascal H., Rev., 404, 537

Eakins, Thomas, 29
Earl, C. A., Rev., 536

Duncan, Sandy, 25

Earle, Araminta King, 288

Duncan, W. Garnett, 216
Dunham, Jeff, 911

Earle, James Thomas, 240,288–89
Earle, Jonathan R., 288

Dunham, Sadye L., 953
Dunlap, George W., 930
Dunlap, William, 904
Dunlevy, Walter, 670

Early, Jennie Stites, 311
Early, Jubal, 629
Early, Squire, 212
earthquakes, 289–90

Dunmore, Lord, 449
Dunn, Edward L., 226
Dunn, Elmer, 562

East Bend, 290–91; Methodist
Church, 291
East Bend Bottoms Plane Crash, 291

Dunn, James, 162
Duns, Jesse, 370

Eastep, D. B., Rev., 59, 142,445
Eastep, Harry, 604
East Newport, 450; National

Durden, F. L., Rev., 792

Historic District, 291-92

Easton, Arylyn T., 181
Eastside Covington, 184,292–93,
355, 641

Durgan, George, 413, 552

Eaton, Mary,499

Durham, William H., Rev., 709

Eblin, Catherine, 162

Duro Bag Manufacturing

Eblin, James, 162

Company, 285,646
Durr, Carrie L. Stevens, 286

Eblin, Malinda, 162

Echeandia, Jose Maria, 703

Durr, Deborah Jo, 286

ECHO, 462

Durr, R. C., 56
Durr, Robert Charles, 56, 286, 672,

Echols, John, Gen., 851
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Ellis, Bob, 268
Ellis, David, 374

Egbert, Harry, Brig. Gen., 295–96,

Ellis, Drusilla Tandy, 298

362

Egbring, Leo, 796

Duncan, Charles, Capt., 318

Dupree, George W., Rev., 335
Dupuy, John T., 624
Durante, Jimmy, 268,650, 919
Durbin, John Price, 46, 285

Edwards, Wilson, 295

Edwards, Tracey Denise, 295

Eckart, Daniel, Rev., 446

Egelston, Anna Havlin, 296

Egelston, Charles P., 296

Ellis, Hayden, 214

Eggleston, Amos, 827
Eggleston, Benjamin, 517

Ellis, James Tandy, 157,298,398,

Eggleston, Harmon, Rev., 445
Eggleston, Irene, 230
Egolf, Elizabeth, 224

Ellis, John, 612, 815
Ellis, Josiah, 684

Eiasion, Boomer, 354
Eibeck, Sadie, 174

Eichenlaub, George Frank, 956
Eicholz, Mary Bergman, 521
Eifert, Sylvester, 858
Eikenhout, John, 465
Eikenhout, Nellie Ross, 465
Eilerman, Arthur, 980
Eilerman, Bernard H., 181, 297
Eilerman, Carman, 980
Eilerman, Richard D., 296

Eilerman, Yvonne “Bonnie,” Capt.,
296,297

Eilerman & Sons, Men's Clothiers,
235, 296,533, 815

Eilerman family, 296–97
Eilermann, Alma, 297
Eilermann, Arthur, 297

Eilermann, August, 297
Eilermann, August, Jr., 297
Eilermann, Benjamin, 297
Eilermann, Carmen, 297
Eilermann, Edward, 297

Eilermann, George Herman, 296
Eilermann, Henry John, 296

Eckert, L. M., 248

Eckert, Mary Elizabeth, 248

Eilermann, Herman J., 296,297
Eilermann, Robert, 297
Eilermann, Thomas, 297

Durrell, J. Stanley, 554

Eckler, Clara M., 293

Eisenhower, Dwight D., 208, 404,

Durrett, Richard, 936
Dusch, Paris, 914

Eckler, Garner Lee “Pop,” 95,230,

Dusing, Ben, 472
Dusing, Frank, 472
Dusing Brothers Ice Manufacturing

Eckler, Harry J., 448

Inc., 472

Duskin, Big Joe, 97,98
Dussaut, Thérèse, 722

Dutton, Mary, 518

293, 636, 640

Eckler, Mabel, 448
Eckler, Samuel H., 293
Eckstein, Frederick John, 38,
293–94

Eckstein, Johann, 293
Ecton, Thomas C., 624

Duval, Jessie C., 939
Duvall, Edward, 263
Duvall, James E., 624, 690
Duvall, Mae, 404

Eddy, Donald A., 501
Eddy, Jonas, 593

Duvall, Penelope, 802

Edgar, John T., 32,339,599,904
Edgewood, 294–95

Duveneck, Elizabeth Boott, 60
Duveneck, Francis Boott, 286–87,
673

Duveneck, Frank, 37, 44, 49, 60,
165, 167, 204, 238, 245, 286–87,
287, 293,320, 322, 555, 556, 603,
605, 631, 670, 673, 768, 774, 809,
818, 875. See also Frank
Duveneck House

Duveneck, Joseph, 286, 287
Duveneck, Josephine, 245
Duveneck House, 287, 365

Edelman, David J., 816
Eden Shale Farm, 12–13, 294, 862

Elizabeth, 18
Enos, 374
F. M., 705
Harriet Richardson, 298

Egelston, Charles R. L., 296
Eger, George, 559

Durr, Steve, 286
Durr, William E., 509

Eckenroth, Josephine, 466

Ellis,
Ellis,
Ellis,
Ellis,
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822, 919

Ellis, James E., 309
399, 624

Ellis, Katherine Ann Cox, 298
Ellis, Lavina, 845

Ellis, Mary Ellis, 298
Ellis, N. H., 827
Ellis, Richard H., Gen., 201
Ellis, Thomas, 684
Ellis, Tom, 304
Ellis, William, 18
Ellison, Daniel W., Rev., 8, 59
Elliston, 298–99

Elliston, Benjamin, 298
Elliston, George, 299, 556,557,971
Elliston, Hiram, 299
Elliston, Ida Givens, 299

Elliston, Joseph Lillard, 299
Elliston, J. T., 354
Elliston, O.P., 299, 850
Elliston, R. H., 299

Elliston-Stanley Funeral Home,
299

Ellsworth, George “Lightning,” 625
Elmer Davis Lake, 299
Elmwood Hall, Ludlow, 155, 197,
299-300, 470,567, 607, 841, 903,
949, 963
Elrod, Robert, 318
Elsmere, 300–301; African

Americans in, 8–9; prominent
restaurants, 411

Elston, B. R., 735
Elzner, Alfred Oscar, 256

Eisner, Michael, 327

emancipationists, 301–3

Ekins, Mary Elizabeth,964
Eldridge, William, Army Pfc., 914
Elgin, Winifred, 750
Elgrim, Mary Lou, 612

Embree, Elihu, 2

Elizabeth I, 479
Elizabeth House, 293
Elizabethville, 297

Emerich, Alex, 85

Elkhorn Association of Central

Emery, Charles, 190
Emery, Mary, 907
Emery, Ralph, 257

Kentucky, 58
Elkins, Ellie, 297

emergency medical services. See
Northern Kentucky Emergency
Medical Services

Emerson, Ralph Waldo, 60
Emert, Louis D., 551

Elkins, Robert Grant “Bob,”
297–98, 329
Elk Lake Shores, 115, 297

Emmelhainz, Otto, Rev., 784
Emmerson, A. G., Rev., 459
Emmett, Mae, 613
Emrich, L., 875

Elks. See civic associations

enameling, 303-4

Ellet, Charles, 491, 653
Ellett, T. H., 241

England, Jim, Rev., 336
Engle, Anna, 131

Edwards, C. B., 482
Edwards, Dell, 611

Ellington, Duke,97, 136,257, 487,

Edwards, John, 192

Elliot, Ebenezer N., 3,399
Elliott, H. V., 162
Ellis, Absalom, 298
Ellis, Alberta, 292
Ellis, Alston, 298

English, 304–5; Baptist Church,
304,305; High School, 305
English, James Wharton, Capt., 157,

Edgington, Roy, 46
Edington, Joseph, 3,899
Edison, Thomas A., 8, 666, 871, 974

Edmondson, Garry, 753

Edwards, Mary “Molly,” 633
Edwards, Moeschel, 482
Edwards, Moses, 302
Edwards, Paul C., 482

Elkins, George W., 297

520

304

Enslen, Peter, 201
Ensor, Harold, 310

enterprise zones, 305-6
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Enzweiler, Donald, Rev., 456

Eviston, Cyril, Rev., 791

Ep, 307
Episcopalians, 307
Epperson, Bonnie, 209

Eviston, Ed, 355
Ewbank, Martin C., 4

Ewing, Buck, 64

Epperson, Freddie,939

Ewing, Carroll Merlin “Hop.”

Epperson, Hade, 939
Epperson, Verne, 209

313–14, 351, 353

Feagan, Daniel, 588
Fearn, George, 255,322

Feth, Marcella, 715
Feuss, C. H., Sr., 373

Fearn, Samuel, 468
Fearn, Samuel, Jr., 255,322
Fearn, Samuel S., 322
Fearn, Samuel, Sr., 255,322, 899

Fewlass, George, 201
Fey, Louis, Rev., 455

Eppley, Donald, 831

Ewing, Christopher L., 313
Ewing, Goldie Bird, 313

Fearn family, 255,322,686
Fearon, George R., 57, 146, 770

Erardi, John, 512

Excel, Charles, Rev., 42

Fedders, Edward L., 322–23

Erikson, Pastor, 786
Erion, W. W., 366

exotic dancing, 133–34
expressways, 314–15,507,950,

Fedders, Frank J., 323
Fedders, J. H., 425

Erlanger, 307-9; Baptist Church,

963–64,974, 978

259, 308, 309; Fair Grounds,

316; prominent restaurants, 41.1;

F&N Steakhouse, 152, 258, 316

United Methodist Church, 308,

Faber, Reynolds, 50
Fabray, Nanette, 580

310–11

Erlanger-Elsmere Library, 508

Fackler, Grace Trimble, 888

Erlanger-Elsmere Schools, 301, 309,

Facklers, Grace “Fanny” Trimble,

309–10

Ernst, Amelia Steinman, 311
Ernst, James C., 61, 63,285, 311,
312, 422
Ernst, John C., 311, 312

Ernst, John P., 312,668
Ernst, Richard Pretlow, 23, 108,
238, 311, 312, 422, 505, 668, 691,

709, 752,774, 897, 919, 965, 973,
982, 983. See also Richard P.
Ernst Home

Ernst, Sarah Butler, 311,755
Ernst, Sarah Otis, 4
Ernst, Susan Brent, 755
Ernst, William, 36, 311–12, 523,
554, 668

Ernst, William (Son of Richard
Pretlow Ernst), 311

Ernst family, 56
Erpenbeck, Anthony, 129, 312
Erpenbeck, A. William “Bill,” 312
Erpenbeck, Bill, 354
Erpenbeck, Lori, 312
Erpenbeck, Tony, 312
Erpenbeck scandal, 312
Erschell, Fred, 375
Ertel, Clara J., 49

Ertel, Mary, 50
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Fairbanks, 316
Fairbanks, Calvin, Rev., 4,836
Fairfax, Lord Thomas, 580
Fairfield, John, 2, 4, 836, 899, 901,
902

Fairleigh, Thomas B., 397
Fairs, 316
Fairview, 316–17
Faith, Carl Clifton, 317
Faith, Donald C., Jr., Lt. Col., 144,
525, 610
Faith, Herbert, 317
Faith, Vila Foster, 317

Etler, Irv, 355
Eubank, Martin C., 899
Eubank, Ruth, 508
Evans, David M., 242, 455

Evans, George, 3
Evans, Richard, 419,442
Evans, Walter, 262,378
Evans, W. H., Rev., 666
Everett, Edward, 922
Everett, Peter, 190

Evergreen Cemetery, 183, 194, 313,
329, 363, 446, 609, 640, 656, 820,
842, 909, 956, 970

Evers, Medgar, 524

Field, John, 934

Fedders, Mary V., 323

Field, W. C., 615
Fields, Blair, Rev., 459
Fields, John, 493, 596

Federer, C. S., 111
Federer, Dominick, 111
Federle, Nicholas O., 884
Federle, William A., 884
Fee, Arthur, 4
Fee, John, 323

Fee, John Gregg, 2, 3, 4, 6, 31, 32,

Fields, Kenneth Gregory “Greg,”
327–28, 657

Fields, N.J., 214
Fields, Raymond, 213
Fields, W. C., 133, 738

33, 44, 46, 52, 111, 303, 323, 493,

Fields, William J., 218, 582,892

616, 619, 733, 877, 902, 905. See

Fifth Third Bank, 108, 286, 328,

also John G. Fee Industrial High
School

Fee, John, Jr., 902
Fee, Matilda, 902
Fee, Oliver P. S., 4

Fee, Sarah Gregg, 323
Feeney, Charley, 106
Feeney, Jack, 106
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Figgins, Cheri, 708
Fillmore, Millard, 281, 523–24

films/filmmaking, 328-29; Henry
Bernard Asman, Jr., 41; Robert
L. Surtees, 861; Stuart H.
Walker, 924. See also art/
artists

Finch, James M., Jr., 57, 596, 951
Finch, James M., Sr., 57

Felix, J. F., 43
Felix, W. H., Rev., 309, 334

Finchtown, 329
Findsen, Owen, 607

318; Battle of 318,706; High

Feltman, Henry, 30, 184, 818,976

Finger, Maurice, Rev., 446

School, 318, 347, 627, 706, 708;
Methodist Church, 319;

Fender, Edward, 12

Fink, Charles, 117
Fink, Mike, 550, 618

Fallis, S. W., 562
Falls, Harriet, 724

Falmouth, 317-18; Baptist Church,

Outlook, 319; Railway Depot,
319; Suspension Bridge, 317,
319, 548; Woolen Mill, 317, 320

Family Nurturing Center, 320,890
Fann, Charles, 670

F. A. Pope Drug Store, 714
Faraday, Michael, 743
Fardo, William, 807

Farny, Charles, 320
Farny, Henry Frank, 37, 49, 204,

Ethridge, Thomas B., 312

Fedders, Marcella, 808

Feinauer, Adam, 974
Feinstein, Michael, 204

Fallis, Daniel James, 549, 724

Estep, Eugene, Pfc., 525
Estes, Margaret, 312,557

Ethridge, 312–13

325–27, 508,676, 870
Fiedler, Max, 263
Field, Anderson, 122
Field, Chris, 340

Filson, John, 90,284
Finch, James A., 57

Farmer, Eugenia B.,972

Estill, George, 264

Ficke, George, 295
Fidelity Investments, 234, 306,

Feger, Daniel H., 242, 243
Fehler, Barney,974

Ertel, Robert J., 50
Erwin, F. B., 137
Escher, Johannes, 820

Estes, Viva Jefferson, 312

Fichter, J. Adam, 84

Farnsworth, Sarah E., 911

286, 320–21,561, 818

Farny, Jeannette Weyband, 320
Farrell, Charles J., 893–94
Farrell, Edward C., 715
Farrell, John, 62, 715
Farrell, Mike, 320
Farrell, Suzanne, 748
Farrell, William, 715
Farris, Emmalene De Grasse, 986
Farris, Eva G., 156,822

Fender, Raleight, 622
Fenley, John W., 251
Fenno, Dick, 810
Ferber, Edna, 828

Ferber, Henry, 122
Ferguson, Bessie, 280
Ferguson, Bob “H-Bomb,” 98,640
Ferguson, Bruce, 323–24, 373,579,
883

Ferguson, Champ, 190
Ferguson, Hubbard “Hub,” 324
Ferguson, John, 174
Ferguson, Julia Sanders, 324

Ferguson, Martha, 270
Ferguson, Robert, 270
Ferguson, Robert H. Monro, 423
Ferguson, Robert M., 270
Ferguson, Shirley Rice, 323
Ferguson, Walter, 323
Ferguson, William, 324
Ferrara, Tom, 656, 659
Ferrer, Gabriel, 204
Ferrer, José, 202, 204

Farris, Oakley, 456, 822

Ferrer, Miguel, 202, 204

Farris, William, 986
Farrow, Sue E., 247

Ferrer, Rafael, 202, 204
ferries, 43, 46, 63, 157, 223, 258,
324–29, 548, 686, 715–16, 742

Faulkner, Allyson, 464
Faulkner, Randall, 142
Faulkner, William, 763
fauna, 321–22
Fauré, Gabriel, 983

Ferring, Greg, 974
Ferris, Ezra, 868

Fessenden, Reginald, 743
Feth, Joseph B., 714, 715

Finkenstein, Harry, 863
Finley, John, Maj., 87, 96,603
Finley, John P., Rev., 46
Finley, John W., 251
Finn, Edith M., 238

Finn, Thomas, Rev. Msgr., 72, 169,
456, 797

Finnell, Carrie Lee, 133
Finnell, John William, Gen., 42,
173, 329–30, 554, 918

Finnell, Nimrod L., 329–30

Finney, Ruth, 18
fire departments, 330–32, 971
fires, 332–33

First Baptist Church: Alexandria,
17, 333; Bellevue, 334; Cold

Spring, 57,207, 334; Covington,
334, 574, 649, 705, 927, 930, 948;

Covington (African American),
92,261,292, 335,735; Dayton,
335; Fort Thomas, 336, 944;

Ludlow, 336,567; Maysville,
247, 336, 336–37, 421, 601;

Newport, 336–37,445

First Christian Church: Covington,
273, 337, 537,855, 966; Mason

Co., 272; Maysville, 144,337–38
First Kentucky Raid, 626
First National Bank and Trust

Company of Covington, 240,

INDEX

328,338–39, 542, 574, 709, 710,
826, 830, 930, 969

First Presbyterian Church, 226;
Covington, 213; Maysville, 339,
733; Newport, 291,339,733
First Twelve Mile Baptist Church,
339–40

First United Methodist Church of

Covington, 241, 322, 340, 475,
577, 616, 828, 882,927
Firth, Charles F., 340–41

Firth, Jessie Edith Riddell, 340–41,
888, 970
Fischer, Emma, 635
Fischer, Johnnie, 447
fish, 321
Fishback, W. A., 163
Fisher, Carl G., 274
Fisher, David, 341

Fisher, Esther May Kahn, 341
Fisher, George, 353

Fleischmann, Max C., 561

Fleming, Foster, 509

Fleming, Ian, 200
Fleming, Nathan A., 737

Folsom, 354

Flesch, Lisa, 344
Flesch, Melinda, 344
Flesch, Steve, 344, 408,890
Fletcher, Curtis, Rev., 776
Fletcher, Ernie, 281, 679, 887
Fletcher, Wolf, 884

Folz, Carl, 294, 295
Folz, Marie, 294
Fonda, Peter, 927

644, 682, 738, 797, 823, 896, 919,
939, 976, 978, 983; Public
Schools, 363–64

Fontayne, Charles, 724

Foster, 366

Force, John, 473
Forcen, John R., 3

Foster, Carl R., 66, 655
Foster, Elizabeth Graham, 59
Foster, Eliza Tomlinson, 366

Flint, Frank “Silver,” 64

Flint, Timothy, 702
Flischel, Robert, 750
floods, 941; flood control, 345, 460,
548,950; Interfaith Commission

Flood Relief Program, 675;
occurring in 1884, 23, 89,230,

164, 179, 213, 223, 226, 230, 245,
258, 345–47, 352,400, 418, 420,
421,422,440, 447–48, 462, 473,
474, 482, 485, 490, 492, 513,533,
548,568, 586, 605, 624, 647,652,
660, 686, 688, 691, 706, 742, 768,
779, 790, 794, 795, 803, 821, 829,
847–48, 865, 881, 897, 923, 933,

345, 361,442, 548,596,652, 686,

120, 239, 348–49, 513,529, 612,
637, 652, 660, 686, 735, 742, 777,

943,948,950,978; occurring in
1964, 282, 347,519, 548, 605,

706; occurring in 1997, 44, 120,
347–48, 548, 6.16, 706, 708, 781,
795

flora, 349; medicinal herbs, 610
Flora, Ben, 78

Florence, 350–51; Baptist Church,

athletes/athletics

Ford, Apphia Petty, 356
Ford, Elijah, 354

Ford, Henry, 390
Ford, James R., 356

Foster, Jedediah, Rev., 367
Foster, Julia Resor, 270
Foster, Leo, 62

Ford, John, 354
Ford, John, Jr., 356
Ford, Lowell, 448
Ford, Mack, 390
Ford, O. B., Rev., 985
Ford, Peter, 390
Ford, R. C. “Bob,” Sr., 698

Ford, Robert Carrick “R. C.,” Jr.,
356

Ford, Robert Carrick “R. C.,” Sr.,
356

Ford, Sarah Morton, 356
Ford, Wendell, 367, 542, 668,860
Ford, William Franklin, 3, 252
Forde, Bernadette Testa, 483
Forde, Michael, 483

Ford family, 356
Fore, Joseph, 953
Foreman, Charles, Rev., 757
Foreman, Thomas, 229

Forest Lawn Cemetery, 140, 307,
356–57, 411

Community Band, 351,352,

Forman, Frances, 749

Fitzpatrick, Timothy, 342

640; Freedom baseball team, 61,

Forman, George L., 975

Fitzsimmons, Bob, 70
five-and-dime stores, 220, 234,

239, 351, 352–53; High School,

Forman, Ken, Rev., 937

353; Industrial Park, 674; Mall,
94, 129, 225, 234, 250, 265, 313,

Forman, Thomas, 229
Forrest, Edwin, 124, 357–58, 510
Forrest, Rebecca Lauman, 357
Forrest, William, 357
Forsee, John S., 305
Forsee, William, 444
Forster, Bruce, 400
Fort Ancient Indian sites, 109,358,
594, 597, 606, 632, 691, 712,756

Flaget, Benedict Joseph, 166
Flagg Springs, 344; Baptist Church,
225, 344, 495,815

Flaherty, Teresa R. Moon, 675

Flanagan, Edward, 148
Flandrau, Charles, 269,270

351, 353, 376, 459, 507, 674;

prominent restaurants, 41.1;
Speedway, 353, 878
Florence Miller (gunboat), 44–45
Florer, W. Sharon, 212
Flour Creek Christian Church,
353–54

Church, 357

Fort Mitchell, 358–59, Baptist

Flandrau, Patty, 269,270

Flournoy, John James, 712,713, 867

Flandrau, Sally, 269
Flannery, Michael, 610
Flannery, Patrick Michael, 178,550,

Flower, Edna, 743

Church, 359, 359–60, 575, 755,

Flowers, April, 153,232,385

930; Country Club, 266,358,

582, 755,973
Flatt, Lester, 95

Fleek, Charles Clinton “Chalky,”
Sgt., 610, 914
Flege, Charles M., 635
Fleischmann, Julius, 435,561

Floyd, Charles Arthur “Pretty Boy,”
635

Floyd, John, Col., 234
Floyd, Joseph, 964
Flynn, John H., Jr., 743
Flynn, Joseph A., Rev., 775
Flynn, Rick, 383

Foster, George, 7
Foster, H. W., 793
Foster, Israel, 111

Forks of Gunpowder Baptist

343–44, 623

557

Ford, Francis “Frank,” 242,356
Ford, Gerald, 327,915, 919

197,351–52, 853; Christian
Church, 272, 350, 352;

Flack, Roberta, 152

Fosdick, Julia Drake, 366
Fosdick, Thomas R., 366
Fosdick, William Whiteman, 366,

Forbes, John, 372

Fisk, C. E., 231

107, 262, 342–43

365–66, 451, 672, 676, 841, 907,
908

Fling, George, 345
Flingsville, 345

76, 77, 94, 117, 120, 137, 141, 162,

Fitzgerald, William, 373
Fitzpatrick, Ida Welsh, 343
Fitzpatrick, Thomas P. “Timmy,”

Fontaine, Lynn,936

Forward Quest Inc., 195, 227, 287,

Flick, Myrtle, 294

862,948; occurring in 1937, 23,

Fitschen, Nell Wade, 748
Fitschen, Nicholas L., 748
Fitters, Edmond, 591
Fitzer, Herb, 408

Foltz, J. Peter, 526

Fookes, William, 896
football, 25–26, 354–56. See also

fishing, 341–42, 447

Fisk, Harry, 627
Fisk, John Flavel, 342,596
Fisk, Margaret, 342
Fisk, Wiley, 4
Fiskburg, 342

125, 155, 183, 194, 208, 354, 360,

Fleming, Robert H., 752,754,807
Flesch, Jerry, 344

Fisher, Thomas J., 336,397

Fisk, Harley, 674

Reservation, 19, 25, 60, 106, 124,
361, 361–63, 420, 447, 483, 610,

742,948; occurring in 1907, 348,
686, 735; occurring in 1913, 23,

370, 835
Fisk, Ezra K., 56

Fort Thomas, 360-61; Military

Foley, J. W., 120

Fisher, Gustavious, 251
Fisher, John W., 112
Fisher, Peter, 306
Fisher, P. Gilbert, 190
Fisher, Sarah, 112
Fisher, Theodorick, 190

Fisk, Charles Henry, 342, 342,589
Fisk, Clinton B., Maj. Gen., 369,

Foellger, D. Michael “Mickey,” 232
Foley, Bushrod W., 523,653,903
Foley, James L., 419,442, 870
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360, 408,435, 447, 647, 711, 885;

prominent restaurants, 411
Fortner, Douglas, Rev., 795
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Lyons, Ruth, 104,115,736,917,972
Lyons, W. L., 125
Lyter, J., 277
Lytle, Arthur P., 111
Lytle, Tara, 971

District, 567, 568–69; News

Lloyd, Nelson Ashley, 251, 350, 559,
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Lyell, Charles, 88
Lykins, Retta Craig, 398
Lyles, Palmore, 159
Lynch, Elizabeth Ann, 735
lynching, 572, 817,836; of Peter

Enterprise, 664

Lloyd, Marcia Olive, 561

Lloyd, Sophia Webster, 350,559,

Lutcliffe, Timothy D.,975

Lovell, Mamie Rose, 427

Lumis, James, 807

560, 560–61, 561

Lusk, David, 124
Lustron Homes, 570

Lovell, Howell Lewis, Jr., 724

Loring, Frank, 564

Lloyd, Nelson Marvin, 63,559, 560
Lloyd, N. M., 269

Lurton, Sarah Ann Harmon, 570

Lusby, Attie, 897
Lusby, Jenny, 360
Lusby, John, 570
Lusby, W. G., 305
Lusby, William, 570
Lusby's Mill, 115,570

Luther, Martin, 395, 570, 733
Lutherans, 570–71, 906

Lovett, Thomas D., 106
Low, Juliette Gordon, 402
Lowe, Albert, 814
Lowe, Hardin, Rev., 405

1023

Lundsford, Bruce, 263

Lungren, Frank H., 818
Lunsford, Jimmy, 520
Lunsford, Robert J., 865
Lunt, Alfred, 936
Lupton, James B., 4
Lurton, Horace Harmon, 144, 232,
570

Lurton, Lycurgus L., 570

Mack, Edgar Leroy, Rev., 60, 188,
573–74, 581, 643, 792

Mack, Edgar W., 573
Mack, Ida May, 573
Mack, Lonnie, 574, 641

Mack, Reddy, 505
Mack, Sarah L. Johnson, 573
Mack, Steven, 573
Mack, Wilson Grant, 573

Mackaye, Steele, 734
Macke, Frank J., 628

Macke, Joseph, 861
Macke, Julia Walsh, 628

Macke, Mary Catherine, 628–29
MacKemie, Francis, Rev., 733

Mackey, Bobby, 95,230,329, 609,
641. See also Bobby Mackey's
Music World

Mackey, Daniel, 360
Mackey, William, 229
MacKibben, James, 15
Mackie, Ann Eliza, 580
Macklin, Fred T., 181,225
Macklin, William, 225
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Mackoy, F., 845
Mackoy, John, 574
Mackoy, William H., 574
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Manley, Caleb Stone, 140, 307, 308,
356. See also Caleb Manley
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Mann, David Scott, 263, 274, 578,

Macomb, Susan, 269
Macon, Uncle Dave, 207

Macready, William, 358
Madam Lena, 427,485
Madam Sheba, 427
Madden, Thomas, 350, 611
Maddox, Louis Oliver, 865
Maddux, Fannie F., 844
Maddux, Louis Oliver, 844
Madeira, A. D., 523

Madison, George, 574
Madison, James, 138, 206, 379,485,
654, 868, 888,964

Madison, J. L., Rev., 792
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574–75; Christian Church, 241,
272, 575, 858

Madonna, 812
Maes, Camillus Paul, 42, 60, 122,
166,227, 239, 241, 256, 271, 282,
455, 576,605, 634–35, 693, 769,
775, 776, 777, 782, 788, 789, 795,

796, 797, 798, 832, 840, 867

Maes, John Baptist, 576
Maes, Justine Ghyoot, 576
Maestas, Huberto, 167
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Mann, Faye, 578
Mann, Henry M., 575,578
Mann, Terry, 263
Mann, Thomas, 918
Mannen, Thomas, 485

Manning, Joseph, 38,578
Manning, Joseph Nathan, 578
Manning, Lena Gilio, 578
Mansfield, E. M., 934
Mansion, Jones, 634
Mansion Hill Historic District, 450,
578–79, 656

Martin, Alberteena, 532
Martin, Alice M., 581
Martin, Asa, 207
Martin, Bill, 884, 885
Martin, Dalton, 702
Martin, Dean, 153
Martin, Dinah, 124
Martin, Don, Sr., 364

Martin, Douglas, 581
Martin, Elmer, 437
Martin, Eric M., 74

Martin, Gaylynn, 581
Martin, Harry H., 482
Martin, Helen Bullitt, 519
Martin, Isaac, 721
Martin, J. B., 126

Martin, Jimmy, 95

Mantell, Thomas, Capt., 905
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March, Peyton C., 363
Marconi, Guglielmo, 743

Martin, John G., 963

Marcotte, Paul, 89

Martin, Lyman, 190
Martin, Lynn, 581
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Martin, Mary, 580

Margue, Peter, 798
Marin, John, 29
Mariner, E. H., Rev., 335
Marion, Francis, 625
Mark, Bob, 456
Markland Dam, 223, 312, 380,398,
549, 579–80, 606, 686, 688, 689,
742, 762, 932, 934

Martin, Joseph F., 376
Martin, Karen, 581
Martin, Katherine, 247

Martin, Nora Colston, 702
Martin, Rob, 755

Martin, Virginia Ellis, 126
Martin, William, 541

Martin, William Henry III, 553,581
Martin, William Henry, Jr., 5,443,

Lewisburg, 546–47; Limestone,
551–52; Mayslick, 593–94;
Maysville, 594–96; Minerva,
621; Murphysville, 638–39;

Orangeburg, 691; post offices,
728; Public Library, 513,547,
587; Public Schools, 587–88;

railroad depots, 745; Sardis,
805; sawmills, 807; Slip Up, 838;

stations, 546,588; Underground
Railroad,904; Washington,
935–36

Mason-Dixon Line, 156,588, 652,
686

Masons, 142, 185,261, 383,399,
404, 440, 477, 589–92, 601, 633,
744, 834, 841, 846
Masters, William, 353
Masterson, Albert “Red,” 590–91
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Masterson, Red, 385
Masterson, Richard, 379, 592, 725
Masterson, Sarah, 39, 164,592
Masterson, William W., 590
Masterson House, 592
Mastin, Matthew L., 553

Matheny, Adnrew, 108
Matheny, Robert, Rev., 141
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Mathew, Theobald, Rev., 479
Mathews, Artie, 487
Mathews, Clarence, 541
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Magoffin, Beriah, 323,330,519,580

Marks, Joe E., 580

Mahan, John B., 4,302,595,904
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Marksberry, Tom, 499

Martin, William Henry, Sr., 581

Mathews, Mary, 541

Martz, Jacob, 771
Marvel, William, 190

Mathews, William B., 541, 807
Mathis, Curtis, 51, 180

Marlow, William, 304

Marx, Louis, 376

Matson, John S., 755

Marquette, Jacques, 532
Marschman, Emmert J., 254

Marx, Robert S., 271
Marx Furniture, 622

Marsh, Randy, 63

Marydale, 268,581–82, 638, 817,

Mattar, Samuel, 386
Mattar, Solomon, 386
Mattenheimer, Ervin B., 743
Matthews, Artie “Mr. 814,” 744
Matthews, Chichester, 76, 368, 803
Matthews, Edward, 4
Matthews, Elizabeth, 378
Matthews, H. T., 962
Matthews, Ruth, 445
Matthews, Sabra, 901
Mattioli, Lino, 263
Mattox, Russell, 122
Maurer, Edward, 592,686

Maher, Alice Flynn, 526
Maher, Chris, 904
Maher, Peter, 70
Maher, Walt, 951

Mahoney, John, 37
Mahoney, Larry Wayne, 161-62
Maile, Dick, 66
Maines, Bud, 261
Maines, Harold, 261
Maines Hardware, 933
Mains, C. L., 376
Mains, Robert, 902–3
Main Strasse, 98, 117, 138, 157, 184,
195, 234, 240, 395, 487, 576–77,
671, 815, 919, 950

Main St. United Methodist Church,
577

Major, Ann F. Smith, 577
Major, Frank W.,577
Major, George, 577
Major, Thomas Smith, 199,577–78,
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Makibben, T. P., 448
Malin, Samuel, 979

Mallett, J. M., 4,903
Mallory, Robert, 216
Mallory, Tom, 360
Malone, Frank H., Rev., 575

Malone, Jacqueline, 139
Maloney, John J., 69,212, 262
Maltby, Francis Goggin, 667

Marks, L. V., 111

Marshall, Allen, 306
Marshall, Arthur, Rev., 776
Marshall, Charles A., 229, 581
Marshall, Charlotte, 285, 368
Marshall, Elizabeth, 210

Marshall, George B., 668
Marshall, George Catlett, Gen., 46,
580, 877

Marshall, Hugh, 46
Marshall, Humphrey, Gen., 190,
214, 216, 290,580, 605, 629, 734,
905

Marshall, John, 7, 210, 290, 433,518,
580, 581, 585, 604, 889, 920, 922,
935

Marshall, Martin, 278,580
Marshall, Matilda B. Taliaferro, 580
Marshall, Phoebe A. Paxton, 581
Marshall, Sandra A., 773
Marshall, Thomas A., 216
Marshall, Thomas, Col., 285, 433,
580,585,592,935
Marshall, Thornton F., 580
Marshall, Uncle Bill, 3

482, 581
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Mary Ingles Highway, 141, 207,211,
366,478, 528, 582–83, 691, 831,
892, 897, 931

Mary Queen of Heaven Catholic
Church, 474, 583
Marz, Clifford, Pfc., 977
Masheck, Charles, Rev., 737, 788
Mashuda, Frank, 179

Mason, 583; High School, 415,583,
589

Maurer, Joseph, 592

Mason, A. D., 383, 847
Mason, Bobbie Ann, 557, 860, 985
Mason, Charles, 588
Mason, David, 684

Maurer, Rebecca Cook, 592
Maurer, William, 592
Mauss, Richard G., 714
Maxddon, Dean Richards, 705

Mason, George, 196,405,583,583

Maxey, George, 806
Maxted, Billy, 920

Mason, Gilbert, Rev., 336,937

Mason, John C., 216
Mason, Lucy, 405
Mason, Lula, 335

Mason, Mary, 405
Mason Co., 583–86, 584; African
Americans in, 6; courthouses,

586; covered bridges, 232–33;

Marshall, William Champe, 46

Dover, 279; Germantown,

Malvin, John, 3
mammals, 322

Marshall, William Louis, Gen., 581
Marshall's, 410

395–96; gristmills, 425; Helena,
440; High School, 66,416,

Mandell, Sammy, 107, 865

Marston, J. Ward, 839

586–87, 593, 596,600;

Maxwell, G. M., Rev., 4

May, Agnes Smith, 592
May, John, 552,592–93,593,595
May, John, Jr., 592
May, O. Worth, Rev., 674,890
May, William,593
Mayfield, Frank, 848
Maynard, Jack, 521
Maynard, John W., 467
Maynard, Ruth, 467
Mayo, Daniel, 873
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Mayo, Margaret, 723
Mays, Thomas, 190
Mayslick, 593–94; Christian
Church, 144, 272, 594,946

Maysville, 594–96; Academy,
596–97, 600; Brick Company,
118, 598, 849; Colonization

Society, 593,599; Community

and Technical College, 264,596,
599, 712,936; Country Club,

599; flood control, 345; High
School, 64, 65,587,600; historic

buildings, 600-601; Ledger
Independent, 541; tobacco
warehouses, 602

Maysville-Aberdeen Bridge. See
Simon Kenton Memorial Bridge
Maysville and Lexington Railroad,
56, 57, 59, 181,234, 236, 237,
421, 480, 511, 566,597, 601, 746,
887

Maysville and Lexington Turnpike,
595, 597, 597–98, 814

McClellan, George B., Gen., 188,
192, 518, 519, 580, 614

McClorey, Howard, 93,274, 791,
830, 894

McClue, Montague, 26
McCluir, Andrew, 541

McClung, John Alexander, 604
McClung, William, 604

McFarland, Eunice Dorsey, 604
McFarland, John J., 199
McFarland, Robert, Sr., 604
McFarland, Robert White, 604
McGail, Tom, 739
McGann, Dan, 64
McGee, Andrew, 643

McNeeve, Rosemary, 875

McCoole, Mike, 106
McCord, Howard, 36
McCord, Zelma, 226
McCordle, P. R., 866
McCormack, John, 364

“T.J.,” 144, 225,344,605,704
McGuire, John J., 583
McHatton, Robert, 215

McCormick, George, 312

601–2,935
Mazzei, Frank C., 483
Mazzei, Peter F., 483

McCoull, Ann, 397
McCoull, Neil, 397

McKay, Moses, 899
McKay, Robert, 915

McCoy, George W., 63
McCoy, W. H., 453
McCoy, William, Capt., 325

McKee, Jeanie D., 238, 818
McKee, Samuel, 216, 763
McKee, Tom, 766

McKnight, Charles, 407
McKnight, John, 752
McKnight, Virgil, 56,59

585, 937

McCaque, Thomas, 4
McCarthey, J.,952
McCarthy, Aileen, 38,603

McPerkins, Anderson, 187, 643,817
McPhee, Bid, 64
McPheeters, Harold, 613
McPherson, Alexander, 541, 912
McPherson, Charlene, 398

McQuery, Wiliam “Mox,” 62,505
McQuithy, Caleb, 899

McCrae, Alexander, Capt., 193
McCready, W. G., 659

McDannell, Arena, 934

McCann, Mollie, 421

McNerney, James M., 473, 526,782
McNickel, John, 480
McNicolas, John T., 848
McNutt, Randy, 97

McSweeney, John, Rev., 782
McVey, Joy,971

McBride, James, 157, 603, 725, 834

McCall, Michael, 389
McCalla, William L., Rev., 143, 338,

McNeill, James Abbott, 128
McNeis, J., 426

McRae, Carmen, 920

McKinsie, R., 497

McBride, Mayme, 319
McCaffrey, Dominic, 106
McCaffrey, Thomas J., Rev., 790

875

McKeever, James “Jim,” 168

McDaniel, J. H., 425

602

McArthur, Peter, 602

McNees, A., 318
McNees, A. J., 426
McNeeve, Ellen “Nellie” Grossman,

McKellan, Ian, 391, 525
McKendree, William, 962
McKenna, Eleanor, 245

McCullum, W. C., 978
McDaniel, James, 978

McArthur, Mary Michie Tomkins,

606, 971

McNamara, Patrick J., 606

McCracken, Charles, 190

McAttee, Harry, 409
McBrayer, James, 910
McBrayer, Sophia Hardin,910

McArthur, Jefferson, 335

McNamara, Mary Catherine, 479,

McCracken, James E., 973
McCracken, V., Capt., 233
McCracking, R. B., 189

McKenny, Josephine, 708
McKeon, Joel, 62
McKinley, James, 588
McKinley, John, 136, 138
McKinley, Troy, 67,830
McKinley, William, 206,484
McKinney, Don, Rev., 40
McKinney, Oran “Mac,” 404
McKinney, Robert, 392
McKinneysburg, 605
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McMurtry, Steve, 550
McNair, Barbara, 204
McNamara, Catherine, 606

McGraw, Lee H., 432,624
McGraw, Steven, 758
McGraw, Thomas Jefferson “Jeff”

McCoo, Edward J., Rev., 792

McHenry, Barnabas, 962

McAfee, Robert, 109, 595
McArthur, Duncan, 935
McArthur, James Madison, 82,257,

McMillian, William, 907

McNeeve, Frank, 875
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McIlvaine, Thomas, 578
McKain, Emma, 754

McAfee, James, 109

McMillian, George W., 827

McGraw, Jefferson, 225

McCormick, Charles E., 147

McAfee, George, 109

606, 609

McMillen, James, 835, 905

McConnell, John, 291
McConnell, Mitch, 367

McCormick, Barry, 63, 64

McAbee, Phillip, 442
McAboy, Paradise Lost, 937
McAdam, John, 598

McMillen, Francis M., Sgt., 111,

McCollough, Mae, 580
McCollum, John, 476

Maysville Community and
Technical College, 586
Maysville Road Bill, 585,595,598,

McAbee, Carol Hemingray, 442

McMillan, Paul D., 815

McGee, Roy, 305
McGee, Wayne, 396
McGill, William, 412
McGinness, James, 364, 448
McGinty, Thomas, 200
McGivney, Michael J., Rev., 522
McGlasson, Benjamin F., 627
McGrady, Thomas, Rev., 479, 605,

McClure, Alexander, 541
McClure, Monticue T., 190
McClure, Moses, 541
McClure, Nathaniel, 541
McClure, S., 190

McCreary, James, 534,572,951
McCrory, J. G., 343
McCrystal, John J., Rev., 778
McCullough, H., 586
McCullough, John, 733
McCullough, Patrick, 801

McDannell, James, Capt., 934
McDermid, Francis, 691
McDermot, J. J., 724
McDonald, Charles, 241, 505

McDonald, George, 352
McDonald, Jeanette, 615
McDonald, R. B., 426
McDonald, Theodosius, 397
McDonald's, 411

McDonell, Ruth Jean, 759, 760

McVille, 606
McWade, Robert, 733
Mead, S., 298

Meade, George, Gen., 434,703
Meade, William, Rev., 645
Meader, Adeline, 560
Meadows, Mark, 382

Meadowview Regional Medical
Center, 437, 463, 586, 606–7
Means, Robert F., 288

Meanwell, John “Jack” Leonard, 38,
379, 607–8
Meanwell, Leonard William, 607

Meanwell, Mary Eleanor Jenkins,
607

McLanahan, F., 807
McLane, Justice, 252

meatpacking, 125,278,511, 530,

McLaughlin, A. A., 807
McLaughlin, Charles Jasper, 37,

Mecalfe, Leonidas, Col., 595
Medal of Honor, 111, 144, 313, 363,

549, 605

McLaughlin, Edward Ball, 605
McLaughlin, James K.,927
McLaughlin, James W., 240,241,

546, 548, 608–9, 686, 756

446, 462, 525, 606, 609–10, 823,
914, 973

medicinal herbs, 610

Medley, Dave,830
Medley, James, 902

McCarthy, Cordelia Lambert, 603

McDowell, C. H., Rev., 961

McCarthy, Jeremiah, 603
McCarthy, Joseph,499

McDowell, James E., 904

McLaughlin, Nancy Waller

Meehan, Eleanor, 612

McDowell, Jane Denny, 366

Sandford, 605, 888
McLean, Jack, 447

Meehan, James, 182,612
Meek, John Risk, 105

McLean, Nathaniel H., 194
McLeod, Anna, 606

Meeks, Catherine, 407
Meeks, Edward, Col., 76

McCarty, Charles N., 752
McCarty, Thomas, Very Rev., 876
McClanahan, Edward L., 603

McClanahan, Edward Poage “Ed,”
122,556, 557, 603–4, 646, 860,
985

McClanahan, Jessie Poage, 603
McClanahan, J. P., 902
McClaran, Emma, 322

McElrath, Thomas P., Capt., 164
McElrath, T. J., 160, 163
McElroy, Lucy, 206

247, 622,629, 666

McEntire, Reba, 464
McEuen, C. H., 376

McLeod, John C., 606
McLeod, John S., 552, 606

McEvoy, Jenny Jameson, 604
McEvoy, William, 981
McEvoy, William Peter, 604

McMahon, Edward, Rev., 791
McMahon, Peter, Rev., 780
McMannis, Allan, 563
McMillan, John F., 952

McFarlan, Frank G., Rev., 336
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Mefford, George, 100,552, 588,936
Mefford, Grad, 159
Mefford, Thomas, Rev., 305

Megerle, Jean, 448
Megibben, T. J., 460
Mehling, Chris, 841
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Methven, Ellen Daisy, 435
Metzger, Jacob, 752

Meier, John, 807
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436, 441, 523, 535, 617,648, 655,

Meier, Mary Jane Scheper, 612
Meier, Paul W., 250

703, 873; Alexander Doniphan,

Meiners, Mary Angela, 832
Meinken, Mary, 221
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Meyer, A. M., 783

Melbourne, 612

Meyer, Carolyn, 847

Meldahl, Anthony, Capt., 613

Meyer, Ernst, 92

Meldahl Dam, 111, 613, 687, 688,

Meyer, Joseph U. “Joe,” 262
Meyer, Louie, automobile

689, 762

Mellinger, Alice,956
Mendenhall, Emma, 818
Mendenhall, John, 774
Mendoza, Joe, 231
Menefee, Anna Belle, 642

Meng, Martha, 159
Menne, Marc, 312

Menninger, Gus, 374
mental health: Comprehend Inc.,
213, 712; Kentucky Consumer
Advocate Network (KYCAN),
512; Mental Health America of

Northern Kentucky, 613–14;
Mental Health Association of

Kentucky (MHAKY), 613–14,
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Care, 213,458, 613, 680–81,
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Mentel, Louis H., 387, 401, 744
Mentor, 614

Menzies, John William, 100,216,
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Meyer, Patsy, 487
Meyerratken, George H., 117
Meyers, Charles D. “Carmi,” 376
Meyers, Charles H., 74
Meyers, Fred J.,481
Meyers, John, 409
Meyers, Joseph, 443, 541
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Middendorf, Thomas, Rev., 582
Middendorf, William, 701
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Miller, F. J., 807
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Mitchell, Robert E., Rev., 60, 792
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Mitchell, Walter J., 481
Mitchell, William, 814
Mitchell, W. M., 792
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Miller, James, 7
Miller, John C., 667

Miller, Joseph Bernard, 619–20
Miller, Larry, 830
Miller, Margaret J. Metcalfe, 620
Miller, Margaret Weisman, 80
Miller, Mattie Yelton, 619
Miller, Mitch, 204
Miller, N. Edd, 967
Miller, Ninona “Nona,” 557, 620,971
Miller, Robert, 2
Miller, Ruth, 896
Miller, Samuel, 200
Miller, Wilhelmina, 555
Miller, William, 488
Miller, William E., 620
Miller, William E., Rev., 474
Miller, William M., Rev., 620

358, 523, 614, 621, 752, 897, 953
Menzies, William, 757
Menzies Station, 614

Middleton, Clyde W., 174, 753

Mercer, Hugh,829
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Mile, Lacey, 356
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Merritt, Grace, 615
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Merritt, John Ayers, 7,356,528, 615
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Milford, 619
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Merz, Eugene, 265
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Mesozoic era, 393
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Millennium Monument World
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Minshall, Jim, 62

Peace Bell, 619, 841
Miller, Ann, 748
Miller, Anna Bell Dickerson, 619

Mirror, 664
Mishikinakwa, 558
Miskell, Caroline “Carrie,” 621

Miller, Augustus, 80

Mississippi River, 761
Missouri Compromise, 2

Metcalf, Benjamin, 4,901
Metcalfe, Leonidas, 165, 284
Metcalfe, Thomas, 4, 165, 215,594
Methodists, 615–16, 709. See also

specific Methodist churches

Milk, Harvey, 391, 525

Miller, Bartlett T., 619, 872

Miller, Beatrice Lytle, 620
Miller, Bill “The Killer,” 635
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Minerva, 621; United Methodist
Church, 621
Minnelli, Liza, 469
Minnelli, Vincente, 861

Minor, P. O., 847

Mitchel, Elizabeth MacAlister, 621
Mitchel, John, 621

Gen., 148, 192, 193,359, 621
Mitchell, Andrew, 139
Mitchell, E. R., Rev., 446

Mitchell, Gary, 76
Mitchell, Ignatius, 586
Mitchell, James, 594
Mitchell, John, 481, 950
Mitchell, J. R., 446

Mitchell and Rammelsberg, 375–76
Mitchelle, Lavinia Degman, 139
Mitts, Christine, 539
Mitts, John, 539
Mix, Tom, 937

Moberly, Harold, 947
Moberly, Joyce Clouse, 947
Mockabee, James, 895

Model-Evans Pharmacy, 622, 715
Moebus, Stanley C., 753
Moeller, Henry, 122,465
Moelling, Peter, Rev., 798
Moffett, Darius L. V., 552
Mofford, Ed, 902
Moford, Herb, 63, 64

Mohney, Harry Virgil, 182
Mohr, Charles H., 512
Mold, Elizabeth, 60

Mold, Lydia, 60
Molley, James E., 310
Moloney, John, 542
Monday, Ben. See Munday, Ben
Monday, Daniel, 7
Moneyhon, G. W., 425,806
Mongan, Mary Ann, 245, 508, 509
Monmouth St., 623; architecture,
622; business district, 152,
622–23

Monroe, Alexander, 283, 317, 318
Monroe, Bill, 95
Monroe, Harriet, 269
Monroe, James, 31, 552
Monroe, Jeremiah, 317

Monroe, Marilyn, 919
Montague, Thomas, 592
Montague, William, 58, 803
Monte Casino Chapel, 194, 623,705
Monterey, 623–24; Baptist Church,
431, 624

Montgomery, A. & G. H., 974
Montgomery, Curtis, 802
Montgomery, Hugh, 934

Montgomery, Robert, 142
Montgomery, Stephen H., Rev., 166
Montgomery Ward, 235, 265,944
Montjoy, John “Pete,” 8, 643,817
Montoya, Max, 354
Montreux, Pierre, 810
Montz, Frank P., 625

Montz, Lucy Ann Dupuy, 380,
624–25, 932, 933, 934–35, 970

Moock, George, 842

INDEX

Moock, George B., 254
Moody, William R., Rev., 645

Morrelli, Louis, 308
Morrill, Albert H., 23

Mother Teresa of Calcutta, 875,919

Mooklar, William B., 338
Moon, Peter, 575
Moore, A. B., 335
Moore, Arthur, 417.
Moore, Bertha, 187, 188
Moore, Charles, 48
Moore, Ethel, 231

Morris, A. C., 524

Mound Builders, 279, 631–32
Mountain Island, 7, 31, 302, 632,

Moore, Jesse, 553, 825
Moore, John G., 836

Morris, Buckner Stith, 127, 628
Morris, David, 593
Morris, Dickinson, 628
Morris, Doc, 65
Morris, Elmore, 815
Morris, Frances Buckner, 628
Morris, James, 32, 904
Morris, K. J., 692
Morris, Michael, 425
Morris, Sallie, 692
Morris, Sheldon, 31

Moore, John H., Capt., 493. See also

Morris, Stephen L., 886

Moore, Garry, 520
Moore, H. L., Rev., 164

Moore, Jeff, 164

John H. Moore House

Moore, Marty, 355
Moore, Mary, 15

Morris, T., 907
Morrison, Donnard, 85

Morrison, Henry C., 616, 709

Motschman, Lewis J., 789
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Mount Hermon Baptist Church,
632–33

Mountjoy, Alvin, 317, 633
Mountjoy, John, Capt., 925

Mountjoy, Waller, 317
Mountjoy House, 317,633,934
Mount Olivet, 633; Baptist Church,
633; Christian Church, 633–34;

Male and Female Academy, 634,
766; Methodist Churches, 634

Mount St. Martin Academy, 832
Mount St. Martin mansion, 450,
497,606, 634–35, 855

Moore, Rosa A., 940
Moore, W. A., 619
Moorman, Bernie, 48

Morrison, James N., 56
Morrison, John T., 467

Mount Vernon Baptist Church. See

Morrison, Mary, 904

Mora, Estela Delgrado, 625

Morrison, Toni, 387,556
Morrow, Edward, 752
Morrow, Edwin P, 247
Morrow, John J., 191
Morscher, Ed, 829
Morse, Samuel, 296, 871
Morton, B. K., 654

Mount Zion: church schism, 636;
Grant Co., 635–36; Methodist
Church, 8,636
movie theaters, 78, 531, 636–37

Mora, Pat “Patricia,” 625
Mora, Raúl Antonio, 625
Moran, Zeke, 521

More, Elsie Louise Laidley, 530
More, Laban T., 216
Morehead, Armistead, 625
Morehead, Charles S., 216, 387,523

Morton, B. R., 137, 654

Morehead, James Turner, 39, 589,

Morton, Jelly Roll, 487

625, 824, 952

Morehead, Jewell, 230
Morehead, Lucy Latham, 625
Morehead, Wilbur, 231

Moreland, Jack, 679, 770–71
Moreland, John, Jr., 813
Moreland, John, Sr., Rev., 813
Morford, John D., 396
Morgan, 625; Academy, 627; High
School, 627–28

Morgan, A. P., 559
Morgan, Charles, 390
Morgan, Christopher, 962
Morgan, F. M., 425
Morgan, Genevieve, 944
Morgan, George Washbourne, 893
Morgan, Helen, 159
Morgan, J. C., 147
Morgan, Jeremiah, 225
Morgan, John Hunt, Col., 44, 89,

Morton, John M., 229
Morton, Oliver P., 189
Morton, W., 654

Morwessel, Henry, 715
Moser, Mary, 169, 603, 613,628–29,
631, 970

Moser, Ralph E., 628

Truesville

Moxley, 637
Moye, Jean Martin, 634,832
Mozze, George, 174
Muckle, Cathi Campo, 202
Muehlenberg, Peter, Gen., 394

Mueller, August, Rev., 784
Mueller, Barney, 866
Mueller, David, 211

Mueller, Joe, 205, 472

336

Munson, Thomas V., 918
Muntel, Edward G., 680
Murdock, Maria Ferrer, 204

Murphy, Alma E. Horne, 638
Murphy, Anna, 656
Murphy, Audie Leon, 609
Murphy, Donna, 66
Murphy, Isaac, 461, 537
Murphy, John, 805
Murphy, John E., 342
Murphy, John F., Rev., 613, 877
Murphy, Margaret Alice, 624

Murphy, Raymond L., 249,638
Murphy, William, 638
Murphysville, 638–39
Murray, Earl W. “Bill,” 355
Murray, Gussie Tietz, 231
Murray, Lord John, 196, 564
Murray, Margaret Gavin, 639
Murray, Martin, 639
Murray, Thomas Peter “Tommy,”
639

Muse, Caroline, 82,868

Mueller, Raymond, 211

Muse, Carolyn, 257
Muse, George, Lt. Col., 82,257, 485,

Muench, Robert W., 239, 250–51,
456, 769, 778, 796, 798

639, 651, 720, 868

Muhlenberg, Henry Melchior, 570

Muse, Katy, 82,257, 868

Müller, Johann Georg,875

Muse, Laurence, 361

Mosgrove, Elizabeth, 629
Mosgrove, George Dallas, 190, 556,

Muller, Thomas, 866

museums: Behringer-Crawford

Mosgrove, James G., 562
Mosgrove, William, 629
Mosher, Kate E. Perry, 38,629,890,
970

Mosher, William Webster, 629
Mosier, Huston, 643

Mullert, Miguel, 168

Museum, 74–75; James A.

Mullikan, Kenneth, 656
Mullins, Alan, 830

Ramage Civil War Museum,
485; Kentucky Gateway

Mullins, Betsy Love, 614

Museum Center, 513; National

Mullins, Cassius, 977
Mullins, Eli, 264
Mullins, Gabriel C., 85, 105, 614,

Underground Railroad
Museum, 645; Railway Museum

706

Mullins, George H., 628
Mullins, Larry, 107

192, 196–97, 199, 233, 234, 325,

Moss, James, 312
Moss, Jane Ford, 869

396, 489, 511, 528,570, 577, 586,

Moss, Keturah. See Taylor, Keturah

593, 595, 604,625–27, 629, 637,

638

Mundy, Jimmy, 487
Mundy, Lizzie, 85
Mundy, Marcellus, Col., 148
Munro, George Stephenson, Rev.,

Mueller, Phil, 205, 472

Mosley, William, 757
Moss, Hugh, Capt., 869

102, 125, 148, 188–89, 190, 191,

Munday, Ben, 7
Munday, Emma, 895
Munday, William, 7
Mundy, I. F., 807
Mundy, James Ahyln, 6, 85,595,

Moses, Felix, 489
Moses, W. H., 85

629

Moss Leitch
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Mullins, Gordon, 668
Mullins, Pamela E., 8, 637–38, 670,
970

Mullins, Reuben, 614
Mullins, Richard, 264, 418
Mullins, R. Lester, 779
Mullins, Robert, 637,670

of Greater Cincinnati, 746–47;
Vent Haven Museum, 911

music/musicians, 640–41; Arion
Männerchor, 36; Belew, Adrian,

75–76; bluegrass, 95; blues
music, 97–98; Bobby Mackey's
Music World, 98-99; Boone

County Jamboree, 104;

770, 803, 805, 838, 851, 871, 906,

Moss, Leslie, 863

951,967

Morgan, John S., 125

Moss, Mary Ann, 206, 368
Moss, Sally, 206

Morgan, J. P., 181
Morgan, Mary Ann, 41

Motch, M. C., 224, 225
Motch, Michael C., 629

Mullins, Shirley Jennings, 637

Morgan, Wayne, Cpl., 525

Motch Jewelers, 225, 235, 240, 574,

Mulloy, Margaret Ann Doyle, 638

203-4; Coldiron, Blanche, 207;

Mulloy, William James, 638
Mulloy, William Theodore, 19, 75,

country music, 229–30; Davis,

Morgan Academy, 142, 173

Morgan High School, 708
Morganna, 919
Morin, Edward, 344
Morin, William, 815
Mormon church. See Church of

629

Mother of God: Catholic Church,
154, 166, 168, 169, 171,237, 239,
241, 259,289, 303, 394, 402,440,
450,481,511, 532, 546,630–31,
640, 641, 699, 718, 776, 783, 809,

Mulllikin, Carla, 497

91, 147, 155, 168, 169, 228, 239,
243, 268, 474, 522,581, 631, 638,
701–2, 718, 769, 786, 787, 795,
797, 798, 808, 819, 841, 875, 876

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Morning View, 628

819, 857, 875, 882, 927, 959;

Mulot, O. L., 768

Cemetery, 60,365, 511, 631,833;

Morocco, Maurice, 710

School, 243,761, 776, 832, 877

Mumedy, Leona, 620
Mumphrey, William, 398

Brownfield, Bruce O., 124;
Burton, Nelson, 135–36;
Cathedral Basilica of the

Assumption choral music,
167–69; Clooney, Rosemary,

“Skeeter,” 257, DeMoss, Mary
Hissem “Mamie,” 263; Eckler,

Garner Lee “Pop”, 293;
Edwards, Tracey Denise, 295;
Fisher, Bobby, 341; Florence
Community Band, 352; Foster,
Stephen Collins, 366–67;
Gasdorf Music Publishing
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INDEX

Myers, Louis, 824
Myers, Minnie, 817
Mylor, Eddie, 383
Mylor, Maggie, 396
Mylor, Thomas, Jr., 396
Mynear, R. C.,938

Nelson, Robert William, Col., 172,

Nelson, Thomas W., 648
Nelson, W. H., 134

cleanup, 134,513, 661–62;

F., 440–41; Hills of Kentucky
Dulcimers (HOKD),448–49;

Myrick, Joseph, 164

Nelson, William “Bull,” Maj. Gen.,

228, 254, 265, 353,652, 660,
662, 663, 788, 884, 909; Silk

House, Gerald L., 463-64;

NAACP, 12, 83, 186, 187, 293, 367,
496, 524,528,553, 573, 643, 710,
817, 825, 860, 970, 983

113, 165, 195,585,596, 647,648,
851, 922, 936
Nelson Maurice Galvin, 647
Neltner, Donald, 887

music/musicians (continued)

Company, 387, Gillespie,
Haven, 401–2; Hardeman,
Florence, 431; Harrod, John,

434; Harvard Piano Company,
434–35; Hellebusch, Bernard H.

Huber, Edward Justin, 466-67;
Hutchinson, Conrad “Hutch,”

Jr., 469; James, Nancy Polman,
484; jazz music, 486–87, 744;
Kentucky Symphony Orchestra,
516–17; Kirk, Andrew Dewey
“Andy,” 520; Knauf, Robert,
522; Linstaedt, Herschel J., 554;
Livers, William “Bill,” 558;

Loring, Clara B., 564; Mack,
Lonnie, 574; Miller, Joseph
Bernard, 619–20; Mundy, James
A., 638; Northern Kentucky
Brotherhood Singers, 670;

“Minnie,” 768; Ryan, Tommy,
773–74; Schaffer, Robert Joseph,
808; Schueler, Roger, 810; Scott,
Ray L., 812; Strubel, Edward,
857–58; Tanner, Mary Ellen,

Nance, Elwood C., 120

Neuhaus, William B., 797
Neumeier, L., Rev., 777
Neuroth, William, Rev., 34, 119,

Napier, Vernon, SSgt., 977
Napoleon, 643–44
NASCAR, 516
Nast, Wilhelm “William,” 616
National German American

Alliance, 394

National Guard: post-World War II
to Iraq War, 644; Spanish

National Historic Preservation Act

(1966), 36

Mussman, Ralph G., Sr., 183,641,
657

Native Americans. See American

Newhall, Judson Lincoln, 218, 649,

Indians

Myers, Cara,929
Myers, C. L.,930
Myers, Elic, 814
Myers, George, 426,807
Myers, George L., 214
Myers, Harvey J., Jr., 406, 465,
641–42, 897, 907

Myers, Harvey, Sr., 39,641, 642
Myers, John, 625
Myers, Joseph, 684

927

752

Nativity, Church of the (Episcopal),
Maysville, 645–46

New Horizons Medical Center, 463,
649–50, 698,839

Natlee, 646

New Liberty, 650; Baptist Church,

natural disasters: earthquakes,

Navin, Molly, 699
NcNerney, James, Rev., 781
Neas, Jay, 736
Neave, 646
Needham, Tim, 288
Needmore: Bracken Co., 646; Owen
Co., 646

Neff, J. R., 793
Neff, Roger L., 140,638
Neff, William, Rev., 446,982
Neider, F. A., 111

Mutter Gottes National Historic

Myers, Aurelia Bridgman, 642

New Columbus, 649
Newcomb, Rexford, 911
Newcomb, Thomas C., 904
New Deal, 420

New England Distillery, 272, 649,

Nelson, “Captain” Thomas, 648
Nelson, Frances Doniphan, 647,648

Myers, Aaron, 642

New, William J., 648
New Bethel Baptist Church, 648

Museum, 645
Natis, Rev., 814

Muth, Arthur G., 373
District, 450, 630, 641

674, 785

New, 648
New, Rita, 944
New, Thomas, 743
New, W. H. B., 354

New Eagle Mills, 649
Newell, Rickey, 650

Nazarenes, 445,646, 701, 709

659

Netherland, Benjamin, 96

National Negro Business League, 5
National Underground Railroad

937–38; Waters, Robert L.
“Bob,” Jr., 939–40; White,
Clarence, 953; Willis, Charles,

Mussman, Henry, 308
Mussman, Josephine Beazley, 641
Mussman, Kathryn L. Poff, 641
Mussman, Ralph G., Jr., 356,641,

663, 873; Steel, 28, 144, 232,421,
480, 651, 652, 663,977. See also

East Newport; West End of

289–90; floods, 345–49;
tornadoes, 881–82
Navarro, Ramon, 469

963; Ysaye, Eugene, 983–84

Manufacturing Company, 144,

Newport
Newport & Alexandria Electric
Traction Company (N&AET),

866; Tosso, Joseph, 882; Turner,
Ulys R. “Red,” 895; Vincent,
Larry, 917; Von Ohlen, John,
920; Washington Opera House,

Musselman, Jacob, 499

Shopping Center, 129, 146,

Nerone, John, 664

644–45

Kenny, 736–37; Pure Prairie
League, 739–40; ragtime music,
744; Roebuck, Mary Wilton

200, 660–61, 739, 748; second

Nely, Mary D., 190

Christopher Wallace “C. W.” Sr.,

Katherine Hall, 723; Price,

647–48

Nage, Charles W., 772

American War, 449, 467, 535,
644, 914; World War II,

pipe organs, 717–18; Polusmiak,
Sergei, 721–22; Poock,

Nelson, Thomas Henry, 596,

120, 52; Political Action

Committee, 659; Public Library,
547,659–60; reform groups, 98,

Nagel, Charles, 847
Nagle, Clara, 635

Parker, Linda, 700; Parks,
Elizabeth, 701; Perkins,
710; Perkins, Constantine, 710;

262, 461, 647, 693, 936

162, 650, 811

478–79

Newport and Covington Daily News,
664

Newport and Covington
Suspension Bridge, 388, 548,
653–54, 827

Newport-on-the-Levee, 56, 144,
256, 306, 353,451, 527, 623, 652,

654, 659, 671, 687, 724, 841, 842,
870

News Enterprise, 664
newspapers: Carrollton, 164;
Falmouth Outlook, 319; Gallatin
Co. News, 382–83; Grant Co.
News, 415; Kentucky Enquirer,

512–13; Kentucky Post, 513–14;
Kentucky Times-Star, 517–18;

Ledger Independent, 541; News
Enterprise, 664; in Northern
Kentucky, 664; Owenton
News-Herald, 698; Recorder

Newspapers, 749; Warsaw, 934.
See also journalism

Newlin, N., 645
Newman, Erica A., 650, 970

Newton, B.J., 698

Newman, James Houston, 263
Newman, J. H., 159
Newman, J. J., 137
Newman, Paul, 469

Newton, James Marcus, Rev., 577
Nicholas, David W., 684

Newman, Vincent Joseph, 650
New Perceptions Inc., 650–51
Newport, 651–52; Academy, 368,
652–53, 656, 658, 868;

Aquarium, 306, 652,654,659,
671; Barracks, 10, 89, 144, 189,
194,345, 361, 384,462, 497, 512,
535, 548, 611, 617,640, 651,
654–55, 703, 738, 760, 820, 824,
839, 843, 848, 868, 874, 890–91,

Newton, Henry, 627,635,929

Nicholas, George, 129,418, 801
Nicholas, Samuel Smith, 801
Nichols, Elizabeth, 390

Nichols, Maria Longworth, 38
Nichols, Simon, 283
Nichols, William, 352
Nicholson, 665–66
Nicholson, Annah Boon, 666

Nicholson, George Pendleton, 666,
928

Nicholson, Henry Clay, 665–66,
666, 871,928

910,919,931; Catholic High

Nicholson, Thomas, Capt., 32,666

Nelson, Frank, 818

School, 221; Central Catholic

Nicklaus, Jack, 890

Nelson, George Eaton, 646–47

High School, 55,62, 65, 107,227,

Niedzielski, Mary, 980

Nelson, Grace Galvin, 384
Nelson, Harriet, 862

228, 349,354, 465, 473, 551, 638,
651, 655–56, 693, 851, 948, 974;

Niehaus, Dick, 62

Nelson, Henry, 784

Citizens Advisory Council, 128,

Nelson, Jim, 509
Nelson, Jimmy, 911
Nelson, John H., 141,647
Nelson, Judith, 647

201,652, 656, 659, 948; Civic
Association, 661; Finance

Building, 651; flood control, 345;
Free School, 658; High School,

Niewahner, Ronald L., Sgt.,916

Nelson, Mammie Eaton, 647

62, 65, 106,354, 420, 439, 451,
656–57, 784, 828, 844, 870, 895,

Niles, Bill, 62
Niles, Nannie, 15
Nimitz, Chester W., 11
Nimmo, Bill, 872
9/11, 457

Nelson, Mary Winston Berry, 647
Nelson, Nathan Ulysses, 647
Nelson, Ozzie, 862

Nelson, Perry, 107,980

944, 948; home ownership, 657;
Independent Schools, 291,653,
658; Masonic Lodge PHA. No.

Nieman, Raymond, Rev., 41, 147–48
Nienaber, Caty Bottorff, 613
Nienaber, Joe, 364
Niewahner, Judith, 798
Night Riders, 14,666,880

INDEX

Ninth St. United Methodist

Commission Flood Relief

O'Donovan, Daniel A., 262
Oelsner, Russell, 563
Oelsner's Colonial Tavern, 410,563
Off, Emmett, 698

Church, 667, 948
Nixon, Anna, 568
Nixon, Corwin, 461
Nixon, Richard M., 24, 274, 613,
730, 915, 985
Nixon, William P., 4
Noack, Fritz, 718
Noble, Ethel, 622
Noble, Evans, 622
Noble, Thomas Satterwhite, 38,911
Noble, T. K., Rev., 369,370
Nocero, Rinzo, 107
Nodase, Vincent, 35
Nodler, Peter, 714, 715
Noe, J. T. Cotton, 528, 620
Nolan, Thomas J., 649

Program, 860; Port Authority,
548,675; Right to Life, 90,675;

Offutt, George R., 12
Ogburn, Benjamin, 592

Services for the Deaf, 259,675;

Ogburn, Henry, 164,592

State College, 676–77; Transit

Ogburn, Joseph Haw, 592
Ogden, Benjamin, Rev.,938
Ogden, Harvey B., 897
Ogden, James, 148

Ninth St. Methodist Episcopal
Church, 115, 241, 292, 496,
666–67, 817, 859, 948

Nolting, Roger, 916
Nomads, 460, 667

673–74; Industrial Foundation,
286, 313, 351,674; Interfaith
Commission, 674; Interfaith

Inc., 675, 823; Tri-Ed, 139, 670,

675–76,842; University, 25, 36,
56,62, 65, 67,91, 144, 150, 172,
184, 259,267, 354, 358, 365, 389,
390, 408, 413–14, 424, 439, 447,
449, 450, 487,493, 521, 522, 567,

612, 640, 669, 670, 676–79, 721,
721–22, 741, 750, 759, 824, 827,

862, 873, 909, 919, 920–21, 965,
967, 982; visitors to, 919–20;
Water District, 361, 679–80

Northington, Mary, 668
North Key Community Care, 213,
458, 613, 680–81, 858, 894

179, 181, 182,222, 252, 413, 667,

Norton, Charles, 283
Norton, G., 4
Norton, John, 283
Norton, John N., Rev., 911
Norton, Willie B., 699
Norwood, Jerome, Rev., 9

746, 842

Notre Dame Academy, 154, 612,

non-profit organizations. See
charities

Noonan, John, 529
Nordmeyer, Andrew, 521
Norfolk Southern Railway, 8, 174,

Norman, Gurney, 557,603, 860,985
Normansville, 667

Norris, John, 24
Norris, John, Pvt., 111,931
North, Temple,935
North Bend Baptist Association, 58
North Bend Bottoms, 130–31
Northcutt, Cari, 226

Northern Bank of Kentucky, 236,
240, 480, 542, 668,869,952

Northern Kentucky: African
American Heritage Task Force,
186, 668, 751; Area

681, 693, 701, 769, 832
Nourse, Charles E., 682
Nourse, Elizabeth, 682

Nourse, Mary Madeline, 38,239,
681

Ogden, John, 111
Ogden, Mary Ellen, 897, 898
Ogden, Max, 862
Ogden, Nell Young, 862
Ogden, Peter,452
Ogdon, James, 432
Ogdon, John, 619
Ogg, Rev., 7
Ogle, Mary Light, 888
O. Hanna & Company, 975
O'Hara, James J., Jr., 100, 125,685,
773

O'Hara, James J., Sr., 262,685
O'Hara, J. Earl, 685

O'Hara, John “Jay,” 282,685
O'Hara, Theodore, Col., 454, 685

Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana-Regional
Council of Governments, 885.
See OKI

Ohio River, 685–87; beaches, 77,
258, 687–88; Center for Ohio
River Research and Education,
172; East Bend, 290–91; locks

Orr, Amelia, 242
Orr, Gertrude, 691
Orr, Henrietta, 767
Orr, J. J., 160
Orr, John, 53
Orr, John E., 691
Orr, Luella Roberts, 691
Orr, Maria J., 53
Orr, William, Rev., 213, 692

Orr Academy/Rugby School, 125,
692

Ortner, Joseph L., 692

Ortner Freight Car Company, 692
Osborne, Bob, 95
Osborne, Charles, 2
Osbourne, Richard, 408

Osburg, Frank, 573
Osburg, Fred, 659
Osburn, Carl T., Capt., 543
O'Shaughnessy, Bridgett
McDermott, 692

O'Shaughnessy, Celeste Marie, 832
O'Shaughnessy, Hugh, 692
O'Shaughnessy, Peter, 166,291, 375,
473, 479, 576, 635, 692, 826, 832,
927

O'Shaughnessy, Thomas, 229
Oster, John, 724
Osterholt, John, 609

and dams, 124,688; navigation,

Ostlangenberg, Caspar, Rev., 776

Nuelson, Frank, 798
Nunn, Adam, Rev., 813
Nunn, Louie, 52, 174,524, 677
Nurre, Bernard, 776

124, 325, 688–89; river trade,

Ostrow, A. J., 235, 376

761–62

Oswald, John, 599
O'Toole, Jim, 771

nursing homes, 57, 140, 154–55,
682–83, 690–91, 731, 766, 778

Nusbaum, Larry, 308
Nutter, Albert, Jr., 11

Ohio Riverside National Historic
District, 548,549–50, 687

Ohio River Way Inc., 689
Ohio Valley Pulley Works, 124–25,
586, 601

Nutter, Frank, 11

Commission (NKAPC), 281,
439, 456, 669–70, 774,907;

Nutter, George, 162

OKI, 116, 223, 689–90,907

Nutter, George Frank, 11

Association for Retarded

Nutter, Minnie, 11

Old Baptist Church on the Dry
Ridge, 57,283,690
Old Cedar Baptist Church, 690

Citizens (NKARC), 720; Bar
Association, 83, 670;

Opp, Bertha, 962
Orangeburg, 691
Ordovician period, 393
Orme, John, 663
Orr, Alexander Dalrymple, 215,691

Nourse, Viola J. Seward, 682

Oien, Wayne, 890
O’Kane, John, 338

Development District, 140, 656,
668–69,819,971; Area Planning

Ott, Ernestine, 303
Otterman, Rev., 853
Otto, Mark, 309

Otzel, George, 264
Our Lady of Providence Academy,
431, 578, 635, 651, 655, 693, 769,
832

Our Lady of the Highlands School,
445,694

Our Savior Catholic Church, 268,
292,533, 694

Oak Island Baptist Church, 684
Oakland Baptist Church, 684

Oldham, Jesse, 317

Brotherhood Singers, 641, 670;

Oldham, Mary Virginia, 196–97

Our Savior School, 817, 874

Chamber of Commerce, 28, 83,

Oakland Christian Church, 684

Oldham, Thomas J., 625

Outten, Isaac, 32

139, 179, 184, 297,423, 439, 539,

Oakley, Annie, 278
Oak Ridge, 684; Baptist Church,

Oldham, Tyree, 317,503, 625

Outten, Jacob, 866

Oldhouse, James, 264
Oliver, Jean, 965
Oliver, Jefferson, 164
Olmsted, Frederick Law, 907
Olson, Anna Beli Ward, 930

Overbey, Jewell, 230, 231
Overbey, Pete, 230, 231
Overby, E. R., Rev., 773
Overman, Mary Joell, 832

540, 550, 567, 670, 816, 848, 850,

855,930,965; Community
Action Commission, 671, 860;

Community and Technical
College District (NKCTCD),

684–85

O’Bannon, John, 361
Obermeier, Hilda, 833
Obertate, Johann, 468, 794

Obertödler, Johann, 468, 794

388–89; Convention and
Visitors Bureau, 139, 227, 234,
235, 266, 395,457, 507, 671;

O’Brien, Alden, Lt. Col., 914
O’Brien, Pat, 650

Emergency Medical Services,

O'Brien, Terry, 107

671–72; Fairness Alliance

408–9; Heritage League, 287,

Ochiltree, Robert M., 173
O'Connell, Denis, 576
O'Connell, Helen, 204
O'Connor, Brian, 66

550, 673; Homebuilders

O'Connor, Chester “Shug,”383

Association. See building,
residential; Independent
District Health Department,

Odom, A. D., 336
O'Donnell, John, 752
O'Donnell, W. F., 163

(NFKA), 390; Fund, 365,
672–73; Golf Association,
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Olson, David A. Adolphus, 930
O'Malley, Nancy, 866,936
Omnicare Inc., 234, 235,690–91,
715

O'Neal, Ellis, 976

One by One Special Education
Advocacy Services, 721
O'Neill, John, 46
O'Neill, Kline, 46
O'Neill, Robert, 46
Oneonta, 691

Onkst, Wayne, 509

Owen, Abraham, Col., 694,695,
698

Owen, Elizabeth, 255,322
Owen, James L., 357
Owen, James S., 357
Owen, Robert Dale, 470
Owen, Thelma Stetter, 357
Owen, Tom, 255
Owen Co., 695, 696; African

Americans in, 7; Baptist
Association, 690, 695;

Beechwood, 73–74; Breck, 115;

Bromley, 120; Canby, 149;
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Cedar Hill, 170; confederate
recruiting, 214; Courthouse,

695; Cull, 253; Eagle Hill, 288;
Elk Lake Shores, 297, Ep, 307;
Fairbanks, 316; Gratz, 418;

gristmills, 425; Hallam, 429,
Hesler, 444; Highfield, 445;
Holbrook, 454; industry, 695;
Jonesville, 497; Long Ridge,

563; Lusby's Mill,570;
Monterey, 623–24; Mountain
Island, 632; Moxley, 637;
Natlee, 646; Needmore, 646;
New, 648; New Columbus, 649;

New Liberty, 650; Owenton,
698; Perry Park, 711; Pleasant
Home, 718; Poplar Grove, 723;
post offices, 728–29; Public
Library, 547,695–97; Public
Schools, 697; railroad depots,
745; Rockdale, 767; sawmills,

807; Sparta, 846–47;
Squiresville, 849; “Sweet
Owen,” 862; Tackett's Mill, 865;
Teresita, 873; Truesville, 893;

Twin Valley, 897–98; Wheatley,
952; wildlife areas, 957

Owen College, 433
Owen Electric Cooperative, 68,697
Owens, A. D., 658
Owens, Anderson D., 845
Owens, Flossie Mullins, 697
Owens, Mollie Blanchard, 600

Owens, Thurman “Jesse,” Brig.
Gen., 697–98
Owens, Walter, 697
Owenton, 698; News-Herald, 698

Owsley, William, 617

Papas, Christus “Chris,” 150–51, 546
Papworth, I. B., 567
Papworth, John Buonarotti, 132,
470

Caldwell Station, 140;
Callensville, 141; Carter's

Paul, Gabriel Rene, Brig. Gen.,

Chapel, 164; Catawaba, 165–66;
Coleman's Springs, 208–9;

703–4

Parham, Charles Fox, Rev., 709
Parish Kitchen, 169, 631, 641, 699
Park, Nathan R., 249
Parker, A. G. W., 4
Parker, Andrew, 444

Paul, Rene, 703

Concord, 213–14; DeMossville,

Paulin, Sgt., 362
Paul XI (Pope), 848
Pavey, Samuel, 704
Pavy, John, Rev., 3, 7,704, 899,900

263–64; Dividing Ridge, 274;

Parker, Anna Virginia, 418,556,

Pavy, Samuel, 704
Pavy, Samuel Husk, 3,704, 899,

386–87; Grassy Creek, 418;

699–700, 971

Parker, Belvierd D., 699
Parker, Corene, 401
Parker, Elizabeth Frances, 700

900

Parker, Frances Mary Taliaferro, 844
Parker, Gary, 57

Pawset, Ewald, 890
Pawset, Herman, 890
Pawson, Elizabeth A., 539
Paxton, James A., 4,704, 936

Parker, Hattie, 528

Paxton, Mary, 520

Parker, Henry, 691

Paxton Inn, 704, 904

Parker, James D., 123
Parker, John G., 700
Parker, John P., 2, 3, 31, 32, 544,

Payne, Colonel, 654
Payne, Daniel A., 389, 390
Payne, Daniel McCarthy, 444
Payne, Duval, Maj., 111
Payne, Emma F. Robinson, 704
Payne, Emmett, Jr., 704
Payne, Frank, 487
Payne, John, Gen., 111,933. See also
John Payne House
Payne, Julia, 204
Payne, Ralph E., 878
Payne, Sarah, 255
Payne, Thomas Y., 336,922
Payne, Virginia, 296
Payne, William Herman, 8,704,

836, 904

Parker, John S., 700
Parker, Linda, 700

Parker, Nathan, Maj., 190
Parker, Orene, 273
Parker, Rex, 460
Parker, Robert, 445

Parker, Susan Ferguson Sanders, 699
Parker, Will, 699
Park Hills, 410–11, 700–701
Parkhurst, S. C., 47
Parks, Elizabeth, 640, 701, 890,982
Parks, Oscar R., 181
Parks, Robert, 701
Parks, Rosa, 188
Parr, Ben Franklin, 649

Parrish, Joseph, 4
Parsons, George, 916

Ozanam, Frederick, 840

Parsons, James, 662
Partnoff, M., Rabbi, 863

Paar, Jack, 202, 204, 823

Passalaqua, Nino, 790

Pablo, Nicholas, 313

Passionist Nuns, 701–2

Pace, Tim, 120

Paterson, Ann Lee, 462
Patrick, Irene M., 702

Pack, Bill, 340
Packard, Elizabeth, 613

Paul, Charles M., 847
Paul, Eulalie Chouteau, 703
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Paynter, Thomas S., 534
Paynter, Thomas W., 217

Peak, Willis, 933
Peak Corkran House, 934

Pearson, Drew, 18, 556

Patterson, Hannah, 757
Patterson, James K., 113
Patterson, John W., 702
Patterson, Robert, 497
Patterson, Robert, Col., 593, 603,

Pease, L. T., 4

Paine, Sarah, 452
Paint Lick, 699

Patterson, Sallie, 499
Patterson, William, 529
Pattie, Ann, 703

Palm, Eugene Jimmy “Gene,” 657,
699

Palm, Mayme Elizabeth Phirman,

Pattie, James Ohio, 702–3, 703
Pattie, John, 109,703
Pattie, Polly, 702
Pattie, Sylvester, 702, 703

318, 347,627, 706–8; Menzies

Station, 614; Morgan, 625;
Peach Grove Inn, 704–5; post
offices, 729; Public Library, 547,
708; Public Schools, 424,627,

708; railroad depots, 745;
Roanoke, 762; sawmills, 807;
Short Creek/Goforth, 827;

Wampum, 929–30
Penick, Joan, 971
Penick, Louis, 120
Penick, Sarah, 257
Penick, S. B., 561
Penick, William, 257
Penn, Frances, 542

Penn, Shadrach, 664
Penn, William A., 708

Penn Grove Camp Meeting, 633,
708–9

Pennick, Mary Frances, 230
Pennington, Joseph, Rev., 890
Pentecostals, 709

Pepper, A. C., Col., 899
Pepper, J. B., 904
Pepper, John J., 111
Pepper, William, 495

Patterson, Anne Lee, 702

Paleozoic era, 393

524; McKinneysburg, 605;
Memorial High School, 138,

Peachy, William, Col., 210,725
Peacock, Kay, 337
Peak, Nancy Price, 748

Patterson, Anne L. Burns, 702

Paleo period, 20

426; Gum Lick, 427; Knoxville,

People's-Liberty Bank and Trust
Company of Covington, 154,

Paetzold, Mary Edwin, 778
Pagan, George, 634
Pagan, Wally, 841, 842
Page, Greg, 670
Page, Patti, 293
Page, Satchel, 919,948
Page, Sophia Penn, 820
Paige, Clarence, 487
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Greenwood, 424; gristmills,

Pea, Rich, 178
Pea, Sarah DeArmon, 178
Peach Grove Inn, 704–5

Peale, Kathy, 138
Pearce, Dickey, 64
Pearce, Mary, 159

Patten, Bryce McLellan, 93

Elizabethville, 297; Falmouth,
317–18; Flour Creek Christian
Church, 353–54; Gardnersville,

Peaselburg, 623, 705, 777
Pecar, Christopher, 899
Peck, Asa, 705
Peck, Hannah Farnun, 705
Peck, John Mason, 705
Pederson, Art, 487

Peers, Henry, 209,556
Peers, Mary Eleanor, 209
Peers, Valentine, Maj., 32,209

Pelfrey, Bill, Jr., 830
Pelfrey, Doug, 355,812

224, 250, 709–10, 965

Perkins, Carl C., 220
Perkins, Carl D., 219
Perkins, Charles C., 725

Perkins, Christopher Wallace, Sr.,
“C.W.,” Sgt., 487,710
Perkins, Constantine “Constant,”
Jr., 710
Perkins, Constantine, Sr., 710
Perkins, Dr., 902, 903

Perkins, George Gilpin, 461,
710–11, 721
Perkins, Mariah R. Stansifer, 710

Perkins, Mary Cain, 230
Perkins, Victoria Simpson, 710
Perkins, Willie Bertha McMillan,
710

Pernice, Helen, 455
Perot, Ross, 542

Pattison, R. E., Rev., 949

Pelham, Charles, 705
Pelham, William, 705

Palm, Walter James “Jimmy,” 699

Patton, George S., Jr., Lt. Gen., 11,

Peluso, Johnny “TV,” 412

Perrine, Amanda, 44

Palmer, T. J., 98
Palmore, John S., 569
Paluch, J. S., 168

18, 931, 977
Patton, James, 226, 904
Patton, Leila, 845
Patton, Paul, 139, 367, 391

Pender, Rick, 967
Pendleton, Edmund, 705–6, 706

Perry, A. F., 193
Perry, Chambers, 263
Perry, Charles, Rev., 962
Perry, David, 361
Perry, George, 870
Perry, John, 56

699

Paolucci, Anthony, 483
Papas, Alex, 151
Papas, Carl, 151

Patty, John, 6, 279
Paul, Barbara, 557,703, 971

Pendleton Academy, 706
Pendleton Co., 706, 707; African
Americans in, 6–7; Boston
Station, 105; Butler, 136;

Perrin, William Henry, 664

INDEX

Perry, John H., 698
Perry, Julia A. Keene, 629
Perry, Matthew C., 648
Perry, Minnie, 15
Perry, Norvin A., 164
Perry, Oliver Hazard, Com., 111,
931

Perry, Robert, 56
Perry, Rod,934
Perry, Samuel, 361
Perry, Thornton, 629
Perry Park, 15,711
Pershing, John “Black Jack,” Gen.,
610, 973

Persimmon Grove, 711
Person, Allen, Rev., 776
Perzel, William, 734

Peter, Sarah Worthington, 577,778
Peterman, Roger, 841
Peters, Alan, 306
Peters, Amo Lucille Powell, 711–12,
970

Peters, Chris, 63
Peters, F. H., 849
Peters, James, 711
Peters, M. R., 849

Petersburg, 712–13; Distillery, 7,
273, 488, 712, 713–14

Petit, Nicholas C., 339
Petit, Richard, 165
Petit, Thomas, 649
Petitbled, Monsieur, 834
Pettit, J. P., 425

Pettit, Thomas Junior, 525
Pettit, Thomas P., 525
Pettitt, Nicholas C., Rev., 207,926

Petz, Johann, 969
Pfaff, John, 433

Pfalzgraf, Fred, 473
pharmacies, 714–15
Phelan, Bill, 484

Phelps, Amos, 303
Phelps, Jefferson, 81
Phelps, William, 3, 4, 24,900
Phiester, Emeric, Rev., 777

Philipps, George “Pat,” 521
Philipps, Jean, 715
Philipps, John Albert, 715
Philipps, John Michael, 715
Philipps, Kurt, 83
Philipps, Mike, 514
Philip's Folly, 600, 601
Phillips, Amos, 24
Phillips, Donald, 333
Phillips, Thomas, 481

Phillips, W. B., 600

Pickett, Elizabeth Chamberlayne,
716

Pickett, James Chamberlayne, Col.,
716

Pogue, Charles, 719
Pogue, Charles Edward “Chuck,”
719

Pogue, Hank, 356

Pickett, John, Col., 716
Pickett, John T., 716

Pogue, Henry E. “Bud” IV, 649,

Pickett, Joseph Desha, 176, 716
Pickett, Mary, 164
Pieper, Fred, 184

Pogue, Mary Parker, 719

Pieper, Joseph, 521

Point/Arc of Northern Kentucky,

Pierce, Belle, 831

the, 720–21
Points, D.C., 425
Poland, J. D., 404
Poland, Lonnie, 288

Pierce, Elijah, 39
Pierce, Eliza Bartle, 60
Pierce, Franklin, 441, 800
Pierce, Helen Francis, 910

Pierce, Jeannette Rigg Wyatt, 716
Pierce, Samuel L., 716
Piercefield, Ted, 810
Piersel, Dinah Davis, 502
Pieschel, Walter L., 181, 670
Pike, Albert, Gen., 936
Pike, Clarissa Brown, 716
Pike, Isabella Brown, 716
Pike, Mark, 274, 355
Pike, Zebulon, 716

Pike, Zebulon Montgomery, 131,
493, 716,859

Piket, Anton “Anthony,” 716, 787
Piket, Louis A., 473, 716–17, 775,
787, 790, 890, 963

719, 719
Point, the, 90,233, 386,505, 548,
685, 719–20, 754, 919

police/police departments, 721,971
polio, 612
politics/politicians: Adams, Samuel
W., 5; Ahlering, George H., 15;
Arthur, William Evans, 39;

Athey, Robert, 42; Ayers, Rhoda
Mae “Rhonnie,” 51; Barton,

Edward E., 60-61; Bauer, Gary
Lee, 67, Bradford, Bill “Billy,”
112–13; Bright, Jesse David,
118–19; Bryan, James W., 126;
Bunning, James Paul David
“Jim,” 132; Caldwell, Charles
Herbert “Herb,” 140; Carlisle,
John G., 154; Cartmell, Harriet
H., 165; Cartmell, Harriet Hord,
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Krause, William James “Bill,”
525–26; Leathers, John W.,

540–41; Lucas, Kenneth Ray,
566–67; Morehead, James T.,
625; Morris, Buckner Stith, 628;

Mussman, Ralph G., 641;
Newhall, Judson Lincoln, 649;
Orr, Alexander D., 691;
Pendleton, Edmund, 705–6;

Pickett, James C., 716; Poore,
Floyd G., 723; Populist Party,
723–24; Preston, William, 734;
Price, Jacob, 735–36; Qualls,

Roxanne, 741; Ragan, George
Warren, 743–44; Ratterman,

George, 747–48; Reid,
Catherine “Dixie,” 542;

Republican Party, 751–53;
Rhincock, Joseph L., 754–55;
Riddell, Fountain, 758; Robsion,
John Marshall, 766; Rouse,

Arthur Blythe, 772; Settle, Evan
Evans, 820; Sheehan, August F.
“Gus,” 823; Shine, Michael
Thomas, 825–26; Simmons,

Bert, 830; Simpson, Arnold Ray,
831; Smith, Green Clay, 838;
Smith, Sawyer A., 839, Snyder,
Marion Gene, 839; Socialist

165; Chambers, John, 173;
Clarke, Ernest Swope, 196–97;

Party, 839–40; Southgate,
Richard, 843; Spence, Brent,
848; Stanbery, Henry, 850;

Pincard, S.C., 396

Clarke, John Blades, 197;

Stanton, Richard H., 851;

Piner, 717; High School, 48,509,

congressional districts, 214–20;

Stephens, Leonard, 853;

Cox, William Hopkinson, Jr.,

Stevenson, John White, 854;

Piner, Brack, 717

247; Craig, John J., Sr., 247;

Swope, Samuel Franklin,

Piner High School, 249,274,830

Crawford, Leonard J., Sr., 248;

862–63; Weintraub, Morris,

Pingree, E. M.,900
Pinguely, Jules, 612

Davis, Geoffrey Clark “Geoff"

945; Whig Party,952–53;

Willson, Augustus E., 964;

Pinkard, S. C., 231
Pinkerton, Alan, 25

256–57; Deming, Osmer Sage,
262; Democratic Party, 262-63;
Desha, Joseph, 265; Deters,

Pinto, Cindy, 364
pipe organs, 168, 717–18, 794

Clemens Bernard “Bud,” 266;
Dickerson, William Worth,

Pitman, Benn, 38, 629, 682,890
Pitt, William, 372

269; Doniphan, Joseph, 278;
Donnelly, Thomas F., 278;
Donnermeyer, William “Bill,”
278–79; Donnermeyer, William
Irwin “Bill,” 278–79; Ewing,
Carroll Merlin “Hop,” 313–14;

Piket, Mary Koehler, 717

Pillsbury, Josiah,935

717

Pius IX (Pope), 227,769
Pius XII (Pope), 167
PlaNet GIS, 669
Platt, Seth, 4, 899, 901
Pleasant Home, 718

Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church, 718
Pleasure Isle Swim Club, 718–19,
858

Pleistocene period, 403, 404
Plessinger, Richard, 940
Plimpton, James L., 834

Firth, Jessie, 340–41; Gaines,
John Pollard, 378; Goebel,
William Justice, 405–7;

Goldberg, Max H., 407-8;
Gooch, Daniel Linn, 409;
Grant, William Letcher, 413;

Yates, Richard, 981–82
Polk, James K., 157, 161, 173,397,
617, 800, 801–2, 843, 879

Pollock, John H., Rev., 459
Pollock, R. H., Rev., 4

Polman, Becky, 484
Polman, Louis, 484
Polusmiak, Anna, 722

Polusmiak, Lyubov Ivanovna, 721
Polusmiak, Sergei, 640, 721–22
Polusmiak, Sergei Ivanolvich, 721
Pompilio, Johanna Coletta “Jay,”
483

Pompilio, John C., Col., 722, 738
Pompilio, John Michael “Colonel,”
483

Pompilio's Restaurant, 117, 277,291,

Phirman, Edna, 420

Plueddemann, Richard, Rev., 799

Grayson, Charles Merwin"Trey,”
III, 419, Greenway, Isabella

Phirman, Joseph H., 34

Plummer, Jule, 127

Selmes, 423–24; Grover, Asa

Phister, Conrad, 715

Porter, 426; Hawes, Harry

Phoenix Halle, 622

Plummer, L. B., 366
Plummer, Michael E., 262
Plummer, Robert, 379

Pons, Mary, 674
pontoon bridges, 491, 686, 722–23,

Bartow, 435–36; Hawes, Smith
Nicholas, 436; Hehl, Lambert

Ponzer, Greg, 830

phrenology, 611
Phul, Henry Von, 53

Plunkett, J. J., 718
Poage, Ann, 724

Lawrence, Jr., 439; Hord,
Rebekah Hechinger, 460;

Poock, Katherine Hall, 640, 723,

Piatt, Daniel, 627
Piatt, Elizabeth, 290

Poe, Aileen, 296
Poe, Bernie, 417
Poe, Nelson P., 454
Poe, Orlando M., Lt., 192

Howard, Ulie, 465; Hunt, Frank
Williams, 467; Jackson, John
Putnam, 484; Kenton, William
G., 504; Kidwell, Alvin, 519;

Poock, Louis, 723
Poole, Oscar L., 19

poets. See authors/poets
Pogue, Betty Hick, 719

Kluemper, Theodore, 521–22;
Know-Nothing Party, 523–24;

Phister, Elijah Connor, 217, 715

Piatt, Jacob, 859
Piatt, Robert, 290, 715

Piatt's Landing, 290, 715–16
Pickett, Alma Osborne, 176

328,483, 722

871, 925

890

Poore, Floyd G., 262, 723
Poore, G. J., 723
Poore, Pearl Harris, 723

Pope, F. A., Drug Store, 714
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Poplar Grove, 723
Populist Party, 723–24
Porfirio, Rosina “Rosie,” 483

pork-packing. See meatpacking

Prescott, Marie, 733–34

Pund, F. X., 726

preservation, historic, 450–51
Presley, Elvis, 209, 257,615, 755–56,

Purcell, John Baptist, 166,631

Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad,
175; Chessie System, 176;

Purdon, Elizabeth, Brown, 211

Cincinnati and Charleston

Purdon, James, 211,541
Purdon, J. Clifford, 211,541,556
Purdon, John L. “Jack,” 541
Pure Prairie League, 230,640,

Railroad, 178–79; Cincinnati
Southern Railroad, 181–82;
Cincinnati Southern Railroad

919–20

Port Authority, 548,675
Porter, Ashby F., 375

Preston, Henrietta, 495
Preston, James M., 142

Porter, Cole, 204
Porter, Edward P., 724
Porter, F. J., 568, 569
Porter, Francis P., 724

Preston, William, Maj. Gen., 46,

Porter, Maggie, 322
Porter, Mary Alice Webster, 74
Porter, Mary Stewart, 724

739–40

157, 216, 734
Prestonville, 734–35

Purnell, Lenin, 586

Pretlow, Edna Bailey, 735

Purple People Bridge, 527
Purvis, Thomas L., 28
Pustet, Frederick, 167

Porter, William Southgate, 724

Pretlow, Richard, 735, 871
Pretlow, Samuel, 735
Pretot, Ernie, 28
Price, A. A., Rev., 446
Price, Annie E., 552
Price, Edwin A., 828
Price, Elmer, 59

Porter-Fallis-Lovell House, 549,

Price, George, 568

Porter, Peter, 935
Porter, Thomas, 724
Porter, Walter, 724

Putnam-Hooker Company, 874
Putthoff, Marian, 440

Pythian, J. L., 463, 847
Pythian, John, 611

Porterfield, Vernon, 725
Port William, 725, 734

Price, James Kenny, 736–37

Posey, Thornton, 655
Post, Henry Albertson Van Zo, 725
Post & Company, 725–26

Price, John “Jack,” 5
Price, John M., 953

Quill, James E., 212

Price, Kenny, 104, 115, 230,628, 641

Postal, Bernard, 489

Price, Larkin F., 934

post offices, 81,726–29
Potter, Howard, Rev., 814

Price, Mary B., 238
Price, Mary Clayton Nunnelley, 736

Quinn, Gary, 541
Quinn, Joseph, 19
Quinn, Philip, 309

pottery, 121

Price, O. K., 309

Potthast, Edward, 818

Porterfield, Rosella French, 8, 9,
310, 668,725,971

Potts, John, 210
Potts, K. O., 962

poverty, 729–31
Poweleit, Alvin Charles, 315,611,
657, 731, 855, 976
Poweleit, Aurellia Bambock, 731
Poweleit, Charles A., 731
Powell, A. D., 244
Powell, Andrew, 4
Powell, David, 24
Powell, Eleanor, 615

Powell, George, 739
Powell, Jane, 748
Powell, Onerias, 233,924
Powell, O. R., 948
Power, Anne, 731, 732

Power, Frederick Tyrone Edmund,
469, 636, 731, 732,917

Price, Jacob, Rev., 5, 8, 9, 91, 92, 335,
371,413, 552, 735–36, 807, 817,
836

Price, John, 499

Prather, Chris, 895
Pratt, Orson, 178

Pratt, Parley P., 178
Prentice, George, 45
Prentice, William Courtland, Lt.
Col., 45

Presbyterians, 301, 732–33

Lexington Railroad, 565;
Louisville and Nashville

Railroad, 566; Maysville and
Lexington Railroad, 597;
Norfolk Southern Railway, 667;
Ortner Freight Car Company,
692; Post & Company, 725–26;

Price, Stella Bruce, 59
Price, Steven E., 828
Price, William, 736

Rabbit Hash, 742–43; General
Store, 230, 742
Rabe, William A., 815
Race, Parthenia A., 957

Prill, Roy, 136
Primrose Beach, 688
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church,
571, 737, 786,789

Rabbine, Jeanne, 42

racecourses. See horse racing;
specific courses

Procter, Harry, 29

Rachford, B. K., 147
Rachford, H. K., 17

Proctor, Edwin, 430

Racke, Elizabeth Scheper Meyer,

Proctor, Henry, 504
Progressive Building and Loan

Radcliffe, Billy, 649

Association, 737–38, 805

prohibition, 59, 67, 80, 117, 140, 199,
232, 272, 317, 356–57, 384, 394,

401, 623, 649, 652, 661, 692, 738,
918, 950, 957

prostitution, 199,385, 661, 738–39,
748

Pryor, James, 173, 711
Pryor, Lucy, 37
Pryor, Moses T., 190
Pryor, Nannie, 173
Pryor, William, 831

Prague, Cassie, 735

515; Louisville, Cincinnati, and

Rabb, F., 190

Power, Patia, 614, 636, 640, 731–32,

Powers, J. R., 425
Powersville, 732

Depot, 319; Green Line
Company, 422–23; interurban
lines, 478–79; Kentucky River,

Price, Ray E., Jr., 309
Price, Sally Craig, 748

Prowse, Juliet, 748

Powers, Ann Van Vorst, 542
Powers, Caleb, 407
Powers, Hiram, 294

CSX Transportation, 252–53;
DeCoursey and Culbertson
Railway Stations, 260; depots,

Seaboard Coast Line, 813;

Power, Mary Etta, 838

732

Covington Locomotive and
Manufacturing Works, 243–44;

Southern Railway, 842;
TransKentucky Transportation

Protection and Advocacy, 512, 739

Power Plants, 380, 586, 596, 614,

Pound Gap Railroad, 236,
236–37, Covington and
Lexington Railroad, 237;

Quinn, William Paul, 32

Power, John F., 111, 732
Power, J. S., 43

917

Covington, Flemingsburg, and

744–45; Falmouth Railroad

Quaid, Dennis, 719
Qualls, Kathryn Vetter, 741
Qualls, Roxanne, 263,578, 741, 970
Quaternary period, 393, 403,685
Quayle, Dan, 424
Queen City Beach, 687, 688
Quest, Forward, 556

724

Yard, 182; Conrail, 222;

Public Advertiser, 664

Puchta, George, 726
Pudder, Henry, 64
Pugh, Janet, 620
Pugh, Malcolm, 444
Pugh, Robert, Rev., 40
Pugh, Samuel J., 217
Pugno, Raoul, 984
Pugsley, D. R., 699
Pullan, Richard B., 4
Pullin, Sue, 319
Pullium, J. B., 563
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Radel, Cliff, 607
Radel, Fares J., 375
Radenheimer, Janet, 971
radio, 743, 812; Rickett, Merle

Frances, 758; Shepherd, Jean,
823; Ten-Eyck, Sidney Deforest,
872; WCKY, 940; WCVG,
940–41; WFBE-AM, 950–51;
WFTM, 951; Wilson, L. B., 965;
WNKU, 967–68; WNOP, 968;
WXIX, 980; WZIP, 980

Rafinesque, Constantine, 35, 88,
321

Ragan, Allen Edgar, 743
Ragan, David Yandell, 743
Ragan, Eli, 743
Ragan, George Warren, 207,
743–44

Ragan, Sarah Carter, 743

Ragsdale, Rebecca, 142
ragtime music, 387, 401, 486, 640,
687,744

railroads, 745–46; Brooksville and
Ohio Railroad, 122; Caldwell
Station, 140; Carrollton and
Worthville Railroad, 161;

Railroad Inc., 887–88

Railway Express Agency (REA), 744

Railway Museum of Greater
Cincinnati, 536, 746–47

Rainey, Dorothy M.,955
Rainey, Louise G., 955
Rains, F. M., 575

R.A. Jones & Company Inc., 747
Raker, August, 795
Raleigh, Bess, 844
Raleigh, Morella, 844
Ralph Haile/US Bank Foundation,
679, 682

Ramage, James A., 485. See also
James A. Ramage Civil War
Museum

Rambo, Emma, 966
Rambo, Thomas, 141
Ramler, Hilda, 411

Ramsey, Anderson, 390
Ramsey, Jennie, 936
Rand, Jacob W., 596,597
Rand, Joseph, 962
Rand, Sally, 133,919
Randolph, James E., 293, 603, 611,
747

Raney, Wayne, 230
Ranier, Bob, 462
Rankin, Bob, 342

Rankin, Daisy, 162
Rankin, John, Rev., 2, 4, 31, 47,302,
733, 902, 904

Rankin, Otwell, 674
Rankin, R. M., 701
Rankin, Robert, 935
Rannells, Samuel, 541

Ransdall, Katy, 802
Ransdell, John S., 961

INDEX

Ransler, William, 929

Ranson, Stanley, 758
Raphaelson, Jacob, 840
Rapp, Barney, 204
Ratermann, Bob, 254
Ratterman, Claribell Cahill, 747

Ratterman, George William, 86,
144, 153, 200, 232, 354, 355, 385,
591, 661, 747–48
Ratterman, Leander, 747
Rattermann, Heinrich A., 394

Ravensberg, Bob, 355
Rawlings, John T., 954
Ray, Anna, 322
Ray, Right, 25
Rayburn, Lewis N., 752
Read, Alice, 772

Read, Fred, 858.
Read, Thomas Buchanan, 70, 320
Reader, H. R., 229

Reeves' Campground, 709,750
Regenstein, Anne B., 364
Regenstein, Ellsworth, 143,364,
658,744, 750, 752

Rehm, John, 521
Reichert, Margaret, 808
Reid, Anna Johnson, 800
Reid, Archibald, 378, 928
Reid, C. F., 129
Reid, Elmer, Rev., 792
Reid, Herbert L., Rev., 352
Reid, Isaac, 805

Reilly, S.T., 512

Reams, Lee Roy, 640, 748

Reinhardt, Alfred, 394

Reams, Robert, 748

Reinhardt, John David, 753
Reinhardt, Myron, 65
Reinke, J. H., 273
Reinke, Robert J., 796

Patia

Rebisso, Louis, 60
Rechtin, Norbert, 462
Record, Marvin, 946

Recorder Newspapers, 664,749
Recovery Network, 749
Redden, Paul, 355, 553

Richeson, Mary Eliza “Mame,” 587

970,972

Reis, Tommy, 62,657
Reiter, John B., Rev., 455

Reliance Textile and Dye Works,
874

Reder, Bill, 749

Remke, H., 922
Remke, Lewis, 751
Remke, Robert, 751

Remke, William, Jr., 751
Remke, William, Sr., 751
Remke Markets, 151, 359, 411, 751

Rhodes, James, 484
Rhodes, James E., 50
Rice, Benjamin, 4
Rice, David, Rev., 31, 33, 301, 593,
732, 757,834
Rice, Grace Wilson, 755
Rice, Helen Steiner, 400
Rice, Homer Cranston, 356, 755
Rice, James, 214
Rice, John M., 216, 217
Rice, Lizzie, 379
Rice, Pink, 212
Rice, Samuel C., 755

Remlein, Jacob, 20

Rice, Sophia, 757

Remme, E. C., 201

Redwine, James, 831

Remus, George, 738,957
Renaker, Alvin Boyers, 758

Rich, Beulah, 139
Rich, Charles Coulson, 178
Rich, Clara, 209
Rich, David, Rev., 890
Rich, Dennis W., 288
Rich, Howard B., Sr., 756, 807
Rich, James R., 223
Rich, William K., 288
Richard P. Ernst Home, 311,755

Reed, Dan, 968
Reed, James Curtis, 622
Reed, John Anderson, 621, 749
Reed, Lavinia, 814
Reed, Martha, 944

Renaker, Henrietta, 758
Renaker, Jefferson Davis, 497
Renfro, Thomas E., 4
Reno, Don, 95
Reno, Lewis, 922
Reno, Sara Jane, 922
Rentz, Eva Mehan, 751
Rentz, William, 751

Reed, Mary S., 518

Rentz, William Edward, Brig. Gen.,

Reed, Orthaniel H., 3,899,901
Reed, Richmond, Rev., 445

Renz, Ed, 700

Richardson, Darrell Coleman, 359,

reptiles, 321
Republican Party, 378, 751–53

Richardson, Dudley, 229

266, 749, 860

Reed, Billy, 152

Reed, Shirley, 163
Reed, Smith, 814

Reed, Stanley Forman, 232,263,
586, 596,600, 601, 621,749–50

Reed, Theophilus, 190
Reed, Virginia, 54
Reed, Walker, 143–44
Reese, Frank, 120
Reese, Gustave, 808
Reeves, R. C., 50

Reeves, Stacey, 39, 750

751

Reschke, Gustav, 890
Resenbeck, Clements, 551

Resor, Julia, 269
Respass, A. C., 229
Respess, Jerome, 446
retirement housing, 682–83,
690–91, 731, 778

Retschulte, Charles and Anna, 59

Reubelt, John A., 399

Richter, Charlotte, Fitzpatrick, 343
Richter, Robert C., Rev., 459

Richwood, 756–57; Presbyterian
Church, 73,733, 757–58
Rickenbacker, Eddie, 609

Ricker, Joseph B., 934
Rickett, Frances, 971
Rickett, Merle Frances, 758
Rickett, Merle Lowe, 758
Ricketts, John, 120
Ricketts, P., 541
Riddell, Calvin, 230

Redstone, 813

Reed, Archibald, 251

Richter, Charles F., 289

Rickett, Mary Kerrigan, 758

Redmond, James, Rev., 782

Redwood Rehabilitation Center,

597

Richey, Henry P., 699
Richey, William, 339,938,975
Rich Ladder Company, 756

Rhinock, Eliza Short, 754
244, 262, 754, 754–55, 772
Rhodes, Cecil, 198

Reis, Janet Rose, 750
Reis, Ruth Schalk, 750

Richeson, William W., 206,596,

Reynolds, R. J., 601

Reis, James “Jim” W., 664, 668,

Remington, Frederick, 322

Reder, Ron, 749
Reder, Sue, 749
Redford, A. H., Rev., 636
Redford, Robert, 469

Richard Southgate House, 240,931

Rhinock, Joseph Lafayette, 217, 218,

Redding, Joseph, 869
Reder, Henry, 334

Simon, 503–4; Ohio River, 686;

poverty, 730

Reis, Gilbert, 750
750–51

756

Boone, Jacob, 100; Boone, v, 99;
Buckner, Philip, 127; Butler,
Percival P., 136; Campbell, John,
144; Chambers, John, 173;
Girty, Simon, 402–3; Kenton,

Reynolds, Charles W., 177
Reynolds, Debbie, 821
Reynolds, Dudley Sharpe, 754
Reynolds, Elizabeth, 323
Reynolds, Genevieve, 945
Reynolds, George, 51
Reynolds, James J., 482
Reynolds, Jerry, 355
Reynolds, Lauretta, 51
Reynolds, Loretta, 497
Reynolds, Mattie Bruce, 754, 888,

Reiley, John W., 147

Richardson, Mary Harrison, 756
Richardson, Nolan, 643
Richardson, Robert Carter Col.,
Richardson, Samuel Q., 756
Richardson, Sarah A. “Nannie,” 828
Richardson, Ted R., 181
Richardson, Thomas D., 596
Richardson, Warren, 976
Richardson, William D., 801

Reid, Samuel C., 800
Reid, S. R., Rev., 782
Reid, Walter, 904
Reid, Whitelaw, 189
Reider, Rob, 484
Reik, William “Bill,” 63

Reams, Flora Moore, 748

Rebel Landing, 748–49

War Road, 89; Blue Licks, 95;

Rexall, 715

Reilly, Michael “Mike,” 739,740

Reaume, Adelaide Schuster, 731
Reaume, Charles W., 731
Reaume, Helen Emma. See Power,

Michael, 73; Benham, Robert,

79, Big Bone Lick, 87; Bird's

Reid, Ray, 264

Reagan, Ronald, 525,730, 748

Reardon, Harry, 80

Revolutionary War, 754; Bartle,
John, 60; Bedinger, George
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Riddell, Florenda McKay, 758
Riddell, Fountain, 142, 534, 627,
758

Riddell, John, 758
Riddell, J. W., 627
Riddell, Louisa Hawes, 758
Riddell, Nathaniel Edson, 179, 251,
758

Riddell, W. L., 134, 758
Ridder, Peter, 780
Ridder, Steve, 66
Riddle, Nelson, 204
Riddle, Rachel, 357
Riddle, Sallie, 357
Ridenour, Walsh, 928
Rider, Charles, 699
Rider, Richard, 380

Ridgeview Heights, 758–59
Riedinger, Fred, 563
Riedinger, Ludwig, 777
Riedlin, Wilhelm, 67

Rieg, Anton, 780

Richards, John C., Capt, 699

Ries, Heinrich, 849

Richards, Keith, 574
Richards, W. L., 120
Richardson, Coleman D., 755

Riesenberg, John J., 797
Rieveschl, Alma Hofling, 759
Rieveschl, George, Jr., 759
Rieveschl, George, Sr., 759

557,755–56

Rigdon, Robert,568

Richardson, Edna Ellen Nipper, 755

Rigg, Leona C., 262
Rigg, Minerva, 627

Richardson, Harriet, 298
Richardson, H. H., 256
Richardson, Holt, Col., 317

Riggs, Beutel, 149
Riggs, David, 307
Riggs, Effie Morrison, 743,744

Richardson, James, 872

Riggs, Harry, 898
Right to Life,90
Rigney, Harry,916
Rigney, Marie, 607

Richardson, Kevin, 367
Richardson, Marie Louise Harris, 756

Richardson, Mary Cabell, 556, 557,
756, 970

Rile, J. W., 634
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INDEX

Riley, Edger, 131

Roberts, Samuel T., 81

Riley, Eric, 670
Riley, James Whitcomb, 858
Riley, John, 495

Roberts, Simpson, 763

Roebling, Washington Augustus,
491, 492, 653, 767–68

Riley, Rube, 7
Riley, Tom,912

Roberts, Susan A., 625
Roberts, Thomas, 763
Roberts, Thomas Zane, 76, 762, 763
Roberts, Willis, 445
Robertson, Alexander, 763
Robertson, Cordelia A., 197

Riley, W. B., Rev.,952

Robertson, George, 46,763–65, 765

Riley, W. H.,906

Robertson, Margaret Robinson, 763

Roediger, Paul, Rev., 794

Rimes, LeAnn, 464

Robertson, Oscar, 63,811

Roeding, Dick, 753

Rimmer, J. Paul, Rev., 405, 459
Ringling Brothers, 278
Ringo, David Leer, 276, 423,

Robertson, Patricia Creighton, 839

Roell, Aloysius J., 797
Roentgen, Wilhelm, 500

Riley, J. V., 232
Riley, O. V., 356

759–60

Ringo, Philip J., 760

Robertson Co., 764, 765–66;
African Americans in, 8;
Bratton, 114; Bratton/Pinhook,
114; Courthouse, 765;

Riordan, G. C., 93

gristmills, 426; Kentontown,

Ripley, Robert, 623
Rippleton, Lucy, 760
Rippleton, Washington, 557, 760,845

511; Mount Olivet, 633; Penn

Risch, Laurie, 74

Risen, Arnold “Arnie” Denny
“Stilts,” 66,760,962

Risen, Elvira Scroggins, 760
Risen, John Denny, 760

Roebling Murals, 687, 722, 768
Roebuck, Emily Bowles, 768
Roebuck, John, 768
Roebuck, John S., 768
Roebuck, Katherine, 768

Roebuck, Mary Wilton “Minnie,”
768, 970

Roetken, Oscar T., 738
Roetkin, Oscar H., 232

Roettinger, Henry, 798
Roettinger, William, 573

Rooks, J. R., Rev., 792
Rooney, Mickey, 71,618
Roosevelt, Alice, 49,363
Roosevelt, Eleanor, 18, 270,423
Roosevelt, Franklin D., 48, 176, 179,
222, 232, 263,270,338,346, 349,
420, 478, 555, 586, 645, 710, 738,
750, 848, 907, 918, 919,953, 977
Roosevelt, Nicholas, 686
Roosevelt, Theodore, 49, 206, 269,
270,313, 322, 363, 555, 609, 919
Root, Albert Tell, 769, 770

Root, Ephraim, 769
Root, Ira, 4, 303, 658,769, 770
Root, James, 769
Root, James T., 190
Root, John W., 190, 379

Grove, 708-9, post offices, 729;
Public Library, 547, 766; Public
Schools, 766; railroad depots,

Roff, Elizabeth Mitchell, 768
Roff, Ida Mitchell, 768,970
Roff, Nathaniel, 768
Roff, Sandford M., 768

Root, Sarah Ann Perry, 769, 770
Root, Vashti Birge, 769

745

Roger, Martha McMillen Peyton,

Root, William, 190, 389

Robertson's Restaurant, 411

Robins, Ephraim,948

818

Rogers, David, Col., 79,403, 754,
768

Root, Oliver Wyatt, 185,642, 769,
770

Roper, William, 793
ropewalks, 258, 770,922

Ritchie, Jean, 449
Ritchie, Walter, 761

Robinson, Ardella, 11
Robinson, Charlie, 719
Robinson, Clifford, 639
Robinson, Donald, 196
Robinson, E. A., 849
Robinson, Eddie, 356, 615
Robinson, Edward G., 650
Robinson, Eliza, 934
Robinson, Frances, 857

Rogers, Roland, 291

Rosen, John, 591

Ritchie family, 761

Robinson, Francis, 857

Rogers, Roy, 253

Rosenberg, Neil, 95

Ritte, Walter, 536
Rittenhouse, David, 394
Rivera, Chita, 748
Rivers, Joan, 327

Robinson, Frank, 666

Rogers, Susan Herndon, 31, 302,

Rosenblum, Sharp, 148

Riske, Charlotte, 502
Riske, Ruhamah, 502, 841

Ritchie, Casper Jacques, 761
Ritchie, Casper, Jr., 761
Ritchie, Casper, Sr., 761

Ritchie, Edgar Barrick, 761

Riverside Drive National Historic

District, 549–50
Riverside-Good Counsel School,
650–51, 720, 761
river trade, 761–62
Riverview, 762

Roanoke Christian Church, 762
Robard, Louis, 905
Robb, David, 190
Robb, James, 190
Robb, Robert, 339
Robbers, William, Rev., 776, 777

Robinson, Jackie, 188, 711, 792
Robinson, James, 229
Robinson, James F., 113, 189,593
Robinson, James H., 11
Robinson, John T., 934
Robinson, John W., Rev., 666
Robinson, Landen, 803

Rose, Abraham, 374

Rogers, Ginger, 615
Rogers, Jesse M., Rev., 336
Rogers, John, 4
Rogers, John A. R., 4

Rose, Carolyn, 968
Rose, George, 237
Rose, Mary, 937

Rogers, Lloyd, 669
Rogers, Randolph, 320

Rose and George Steinford Toy

Rogers, Ray R., 752

Rosemary Clooney House, 263,770
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Rogers, S. W., 337
Rogers, Will, 48, 135,557
Rogers' Defeat, 79, 144, 257, 403,

Rose, Pete, 134, 353
Foundation, 853

Rosenblum, Sidney, 148
Rosencrans, William, Gen., 462

Rose v. Council for Better Education,
770–71

Rogerts, Frank A., III, 923

Ross, 771
Ross, Arzelia, 552

686, 687, 754, 768, 865

Rogerts, Frank A., Jr., 923

Ross, Buddy, 736

Robinson, Mary Terrell, 857

Rohrer, Ed, 462, 688

Robinson, P. F., 132
Robinson, R. C., 706

Roland, Clayton, 415
Roland, Kepple, 294

Ross, David, 88,545
Ross, Henrietta, 624
Ross, J. H., Rev., 666

Robinson, Sally, 230

Rolf, Donald C., 315
Rolfes, Charles, Rev., 795

Robinson, S. B., 934
Robinson, William T., III, 181, 676
Robison, Ann, 52
Robsion, John A., 766
Robsion, John Marshall, 766

roller skating, 834
Roman Catholics, 769; Carmel
Manor, 154–55; charities, 169,

Ross, John Shaw, Capt., 915
Ross, Katherine Shaw, 915
Ross, L. L., 361
Ross, Morrell, 844

Ross, Perry S., 915
Ross, Richard, 138

Robsion, Mary Hyland, 766
Robson, George W., 77

173, 199,251,631; Citigroup,
183; Committee for Covington
Kenton Co., 212; Covington,

Rockdale, 767

Downtown, 234; DeJaco

Roth, George F., Jr., 238,340,481,

Rodgers, Charles, 767
Rodgers, Charles G., 724
Rodgers, Harriet Fallis, 767

Brothers Company, 260;
Droege, Ignatius J., 282;

Roberts, Dale, 63
Roberts, Edward, 763
Roberts, Elizabeth Madox, 763,971

Rodgers, Howard S., 767
Rodgers, John, 893
Rodgers, Louise, 703
Rodgers, Richard, 204, 517

Nuns, 701–2; pipe organs, 718;
Redwood Rehabilitation Center,

Roberts, Harry, 383

Roebling, Christine Frederike

Roberts, Howard, 76
Roberts, Laura, 656

Dorothea Mueller, 767

Robbins, Augustus, 317,319
Robbins, Mary, 319
Roberston, Cliff, 411
Robert Chambers House, 762
Robert Patton House, 240

Roberts, Alice Kennelly, 762–63,
858

Roberts, Benjamin J., 897

Roberts, Mary Elizabeth Brent, 763
Roberts, Morganna, 739
Roberts, Oral, 709
Roberts, Richard, 822
Roberts, Roxanne Odell, 763

Roebling, Christoph Polycarpus,
767

Roebling, John Augustus, 13, 125,

Lutherans, 570; Passionist

749; Senior Services of Northern

Kentucky, 819; United Church
of Christ, 906. See also specific
Roman Catholic churches and
schools
Romero, Caesar, 650

Romero, Kathy,485

rotary clubs, 149, 185,264, 267, 719,
771–72, 851
772, 890

Roth, Ruth Marley, 772
Rothenberg, Jean W., 259
Rothkopf, Louis, 200,563
Rotondi, Thomas, 810
Rotter, Conrad, Rev., 271

Roundup Club, 411
Rountree, Everett, Rev., 404, 405
Rouse, A. Mott, 928

Rouse, Arthur Blythe, 218, 262,272,
276, 310,561, 772

491,492, 549, 566, 653, 687,
767–68, 768, 822, 826. See also

Ronstadt, Linda, 152, 202, 402

Rouse, Clyde, 309
Rouse, Dudley, 772

Roode, Eugene de, 975

Rouse, Elizabeth, 459

John A. Roebling Bridge

Rook, Julia A., 530

Rouse, Elizabeth Blythe, 772

INDEX

Rouse, Emma, 560
Rouse, Ernest M., 137
Rouse, Frank, 347

Rusk, Clara McNay, 28

Rouse, George, 164,459

Rusk, J. Wayne “Doc,” 674

Rouse, Israel, 551

Rusk, Loren J., 28
Russel, Robert, 903
Russell, Charles, 321
Russell, Charles Taze, 488

Rouse, Jacob, 459, 551
Rouse, John, 459
Rouse, M., 425
Rouse, Michael, 459

Rusk, Easton, 551
Rusk, Eli T., 551, 807

Russell, Elexene Porter, 773

Rouse, R., 425
Rouse, Robert, 551

Russell, Jack, Lt., 297
Russell, James Barbour “J. B.,” 599,

Rouse, Shelley D., 685,772–73
Rouse, Silas, 551
Rouse, Thomas, 772
Rouse, W. I., 212
Rouse, William C. C., 551
Rousseau, Lovell H., 216
Routt, Garner, 925
Routt, William, 925
Rowan, John, 593, 601

Rowland, Harry M., 360
Rowland, Michael, 895
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Rutemiller, Bernard, 181
Ruter, Job, 773

Rutherford, Joseph “Judge,” 488
Rutherford, Stephen R., 865
Ruthven, John, 204

Rudd, Christopher, Jr., 518

Ruttenberg, Joseph, 861

Rudd, Foeman A., 310

Rutterer, Albert J., 50
Ruttle, Daniel, 609

Ruddell, Isaac, 499

Ryan, Abrah, Rev.,578
Ryan, J. T., 340
Ryan, Robert, Rev., 656
Ryan, Thomas, 878
Ryan, Tommy, 640,773–74,948
Ryan, William, 8
Ryan, William B., Rev., 496
Ryker, Jared, 3
Ryland, James W., 774
Ryland Heights, 774
Ryland Lakes Country Club, 774
Ryle, Clayton, 743
Ryle, Elijah, 627
Ryle, Larry A. See Larry A. Ryle
High School
Ryle, W. T., 212
Ryle High School, 224

Rudolf, Max, 808

Rudolphy, Anthony, 785
Ruef, William, 701

Rugg, Emeline “Amelia" Beaumont,
773

Rugg, Jennie, 768,972
Rugg, Samuel A., 773
Rugg, Virginia Adeline “Jennie,”
970

Ruh, Carl, 117

Ruh, Joseph A. “Sep,” 117
Ruh, Tom, 273
Rule, Lucien, 302

Rumpke, Bernard, 939
Rumpke, Thomas B., 939
Rumpke, Todd, 939
Rumpke, William F., 939
Rumpke, William J., Sr., 939
Rundle, Charles Wesley, 609
Runion, Tony, 103
Runkle, Benjamin P., 369,370
Runyan, Harlan C., Rev., 108, 352,
537

Runyon, Asa, 593
Runyon, Coralie, 587
Runyon, James M., 32,621
Rupp, Adolph, 62, 66
Rupprecht, Adolph, Rev., 431
Rural Electric Cooperative
Corporation (RECC), 697
Rusche, Joseph, 59
Rush, Benjamin, 280
Rush, Daniel, 214
Rush, Thomas, 214

286, 368,431,535, 546, 555, 716,
718, 777, 787, 808, 882, 969;

Crescent Springs, 249, 787;
Warsaw, 787–88
t
St.

Luke Evangelical Lutheran

t
St.

Luke Hospital, 150, 153, 154,

776, 777

Church, 571, 788

618, 749, 777, 787, 803

228, 297, 315,409, 463, 611, 662,
772, 780, 785, 788–89, 799, 848,

St. Bernard Catholic Church, 75,

858

260,431, 777–78
St. Boniface Catholic Church, 567,

St. Mark Lutheran Church, 260,

881
St . Catherine of Siena Catholic

291, 571, 737, 789, 956
St.

Mary Cemetery, 154, 166,359,
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Mary of the Assumption

Church, 55, 534, 778
St . Cecilia Catholic Church, 556,

422,789–90

778

Catholic Church, 90, 260, 628,

St . Charles Care Center, 55, 194,
603, 778, 832, 910

790
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Russeil Theater, 204, 596, 601, 637,

Anthony Catholic Church, 260,
534, 775, 776

Russell, George, 487

773

Spring, 91, 107,207,787,
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574, 611, 618, 631, 651, 682, 723,

769, 772, 778–80, 813, 826, 831,
832, 850, 855, 858, 875, 885, 886,
909, 930, 949, 976
St.
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Schneider, Robert, Sr., 151
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Seminary of St. Pius X, 582,638,

Sheehan, Louise Barkau, 823
Sheehan, Martin, 823, 831
Sheets, Jesse, 672
Shelander, Harriett, 563
Shelbourne, Lord, 87

718, 808, 8.19
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Serpell, Cornelia, 613
Seston, Florence E., 431
Seta, Joe, 107
Seter, H. E., 242
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Seither, Tom, 91
Selden, Dixie, 38,238,287, 321, 446,

Seaver, Elsberry, 699
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Seiler, Eugene, 232

Scott, Robert, 801

Scott, Robert J., 308
Scott, Robert Riggs, 812
Scott, Squire G., 813

Shannon, John, 102,355

Seger, Ellen, 815

Scott, Raymond H., 812

Scott, Peter, 3,899
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Waller, Edward, 551, 595, 925,935
Waller, Fats, 97,462

Waller, Henry,922,935
Waller, J. L., Rev., 900

Waller, John, Capt., 317,551, 595,
633, 827, 925
Waller, John, Sr., 925

Waller, LeRoy, 12,977
Waller, Mary Mathews, 925

Schools, 929
Walz, Conrad, 546
Walz, Jamie, 66

136, 177, 196, 209, 270,371,403,
433, 452, 555, 558,580, 583, 589,
609, 639, 754, 793, 846, 862, 935,
936

Weatherby, Dennis W.,943

Weatherby, Flossie Mary
Dickinson, 943

Weatherby, Wile James, Sr., 943
Weatherly, Bruce A., Rev., 613,890
Weathers, John, 649

Weathersby, Carl, 98
Weaver, Donald E., 514
Weaver, E. W., 163
Weaver, Gene, 364,485

Weaver, Henry Clay, Capt., 111

Webb, James L., 288

Ward, George W., 279, 897
Ward, Josephine Harris, 279
Ward, Montgomery, 265, 601

waste disposal, 938–39

Webb, James W., 288
Webb, John H., 288
Webb, Lewis, 803
Webb, Slade, 240
Webb, William S., 35, 373

water, bodies of: Banklick Creek
and Watershed, 55–56;

Ward, Nora H., 845
Warder, Walter, Rev., 32
Ware, Eimer P., 212

Buffington Springs, 129;
Coleman's Springs, 208–9;
Elmer Davis Lake, 299;

Weber, Carl, 738

Ware, Ida petty, 930

Kentucky River, 515–16;
Licking River, 547–48;

Weber, Christian Clay, 575,944
Weber, Christopher, 657

Limestone Creek, 551–52; Ohio
River, 685–87; Snow’s Pond,
839; Willow Run, 963–64

Weber, Edward Addison, 575,657,

Ware, Polly Dawson, 930

Ware, Orie Solomon, 218, 262,575,
589, 772, 846, 930

Walling, Samuel A., 926
Wallingford, Joseph, 376

Ware, Solomon Grizzel, 930
Ware, William O., 930
Warfield, W. C., 552

Wallingford, Marjory, 607

Waring, Thomas, Col., 588

Walnut Grove, 873

Warken, Norb, 65

Walnut Hills Academy, 144, 207,

Warndorf, A. J. “Tony,” 107,659
Warner, Charity, 242

Walsh, Maurice, 181
Walsh, Nicholas, 167, 479, 779, 927
Waish, Thomas A., 926

Washington, Albert, 97,98
Washington, Booker T., 5, 261
Washington, George, Gen., 134,

weather and climate, 941–43

Wasser, Richard, 166

Walling, Alonzo, 126–27, 127, 248,

329, 926–27

Church, 733,938; Trace Rd.,
128, 146, 207,938; United
Methodist Church, 938

Weage, Marion, 390–91

Washington, Thomas, 647

Ware, M. M., #72

Walsh, Martha “Marty” Weiss, 926

newspapers, 934; Woman's

Ward, E. A., 278
Ward, Edward, 930

Ward, Annetta Ferguson, 930

Wallin, David Jackson, 121
Wallin, John, 121
Wallin, Will, 121

Walsh, John T., 786
Walsh, Katherine Victoria “Kathy,”

136, 265, 368, 503, 505, 545, 558,
595, 959
WCKY, 95, 212, 230, 384, 507, 536,
539, 574, 640, 743, 823, 872, 885,
940, 965
WCWG, 230,535, 940–41
WCVN/KET, 941

historic homes, 933–34;
Methodist Church, 934;

Webb, Gary S., 665,944
Webb, George,953

Wander, Abraham, 864
Ward, Anna Bell, 329, 637, 930

Ware, Mary, 930

826, 927

Wayne, “Mad” Anthony, Gen., 100,

933; High School, 383,933;

Washington, Mildred, 294
Washington, Samuel, 936

Wampum, 929–30

Wallin, Carly, 121

Walsh, James N., 166,473,479, 692,

Way, Frederick, Capt., 98,322

Furniture Factory, 136,376,

Weaver, James B., 724
Weaver, J. J., 266, 510, 529, 807
Weaver, Orlie, 62
Weaver, W. S., 847

Waller, Thomas “Fats,” 487
Waller, William M., 912

496, 849, 926
Walsh, Dennis, 927

Watterson, John, 465
Watts, C. Michael, 360, 674
Watts, John C., 219

Washington, George, Jr.,936
Washington, George, Sr., 936
Washington, James, Sgt., 977
Washington, Martha Doxon,936

Ware, Israel, 149
Ware, James C., 930
Ware, James C., Jr., 930

647, 925–26

Watkins, Tony, 624
Watson, John, 768
Watson, J. T., 495
Watson, William, 3

934; Christian Church, 932–33;

Washington, 935–36; archaeology,
936–37, Baptist Church,937;
Opera House, 106,408, 601, 637,
640, 773, 937–38; Presbyterian

Walton-Verona Independent

924, 925

Warsaw, 932; Baptist Church, 932,

Walthall, J. A., 241
Walther, Martha, 674
Walton, 927–28; Christian Church,

922, 925

Wallace, Robert, Sr., 925
Wallace, Walter C., 151
Wallace, Y.A., 710
Wallace Woods, 9,924–25

931–32

Warren, Helen, 884
Warren, Robert Penn, 763
Warrior Trail, 127, 128,597, 932

Club, 934–35
Washburne, Elizabeth, 937

184, 188–89, 192, 194,352, 722,

Wallace, Mary, 151,974
Wallace, Robert, Jr., 56, 262, 545,

Gen., 439, 440, 582, 638, 657,

Walters, Mayne, 123
Walters, Virgil, 123

Walton, John E., 212
Walton, Sam, 889
Walton, William, 212

Wallace, Lew, Maj. Gen., 10, 70,

Warren, Frederick M., Sr., Maj.

Warner, Daniel S., 709
Warner, Marvin, 129
Warnick, Charles G., 380, 382
Warnick, Clark, 934

Warnick, Denny, 382
Warnick, Kelley, 382
War of 1812, 111, 128, 173,403, 655,
716, 853, 868, 931

Warren, Earl, 601
Warren, Frederick M., Jr., 931

Water District. See Northern

Kentucky Water District
Waterman, Dean, 482
Waters, Gene, 951
Waters, Julia K. Puou, 939–40
Waters, Otis B., 4

Weber, Anthony, 239

944

Weber, Elizabeth, 944

Weber, Mary, 120
Weber, Morrison, 944
Weber, Stuart K., 944
Weber Brothers, 57, 241,265,455,
477, 575, 622,657, 944

Waters, Robert L., Jr., “Bob,” 939–40
Waters, Robert L., Sr., 939
Watkins, Anderson, 940
Watkins, Anna, 5

Webster, Alice, 89
Webster, Charles, 390
Webster, Daniel, 386,585, 601,952
Webster, Delia, 4, 836
Webster, F. M., 89

Watkins, Courtney, 985
Watkins, Gary, Rev., 351

Webster, George, 770
Webster, Tammy,971

Watkins, H. C., 184

Webster, W. G., 979
Wecker, David, 390

Watkins, Humphrey,948,949
Watkins, Jim, 148
Watkins, John D., 300, 307, 356

Wedding, Gloria, 944
Wedemeyer, Albert C., Lt. Gen., 12

Watkins, Mary, 940

Week Day School of Religion, 446,

Watkins,
Watkins,
Watkins,
Watkins,

Robert D., 140
Sharon, 272
Simon J., 5, 611, 940
Solomon, 985

575, 794, 944, 982

Weekley, Elmer, 50
Weems, John, 624

Weghorn, John, 474

INDEX

Wegman, Frank, 815
Wehage, Robert, Rev., 795–96

Wesley Chapel Methodist Church,

Wehr, Bill, 182, 662

Wesley United Methodist Church,

Whistler, James, 322
Whistler, Louise A., 441
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Wehrend, Mary Anne, 156
Wehrman, Barry, 945
Wehrman, Gregory, 945

Wess, Mary Jeanette, 778

Whistler, Mary Ann, 703
Whistler, William, Col., 128,703
Whitaker, Bessie, 978

Wessel, Catherine, 79

Whitaker, Dudley, 978

Wehrman, Mark, 945

West, Benjamin, 449

Whitaker, Josiah, 934

Widrig, Edward, 715,954
Widrig, Edwin C., 63,954
Widrig, Louis, 715,954
Widrig, Margaret Feth, 954
Widrig, Thomas A. “Tobias,” 954
Widrig, Tobias J. “Tobe,” 715,954
Widrig Family, 185,715,954

Wehrman, Mary Agnes, 945

West, Carleton Lewis, 947

Whitaker, William, 803

Wiedemann, Agnes Rohmanns, 956

Wehrman, Paul, 945

West, Dorothy Lewis, 947

White, Bob, 355, 657

Wehrman, William E., Jr., 945

West, James, 4

Wiedemann, Alice, 228, 955
Wiedemann, Carl F., 228, 387, 538,

Wehrman, William E., Sr., 944–45

West, John Albert, 947
West, Judith Moberly, 947
West, Larry C., 947

White, Charlie B., 116
White, Clarence Cameron, 953
White, David, 215
White, Demarius Herndon, 938

Wiedemann, Charles Frank, 117,
228, 313, 431, 789, 955, 955-56,

White, George, 401, 684
White, George W., 624

Wiedemann, Elizabeth Wagner,955

Wehrmann, Raymond, 550
Weidinger, John, 783
Weidner, George, 508
Weindel, George, 50
Weingartner, Joseph, 663,806
Weintraub, Hyman, 945
Weintraub, Mollie Dolnickoff, 945
Weintraub, Morris, 456,490, 638,
945

Weisbrod, Glenn, 306
Weisbrodt, Ronnie, 230

Weisenberger, John, 803
Weissmueller, Johnny, 756

Weitkamp, Harry E., 752
Weitlauf, Mike, 111
Welch, James, 720

Welch, Sylvester, 515
Welcome House of Northern

496, 946

567,946–47

West, Mae, 469

Westcott, Glenway, 763
Westcott, Thomas, 634

955, 956, 957

957

Wiedemann, George, Jr., 374,578,

183, 268, 322, 354, 355, 473, 490,
548,576–77, 577, 663, 692, 738,
773, 799, 895, 947–48, 956
Westendorf, Omer, 168
Westerill, Fannie, 735

White, James W., 953
White, Jennie Scott, 953
White, John, 4,836, 899
White, John H., Jr., 243

White, John W., 190
White, Joseph Jasper, 938
White, Mary Isaphine, 448

Wiedemann Brewing Company, 25,

White, Micki, 971

Wiedemer, Jack, 400

Westerill, Henry, 735
Westermeyer, Michele, 971
Western Baptist Theological

White, Peyton, 805

Wiegman, Jane, 813

White, R. C., Rev., 352

Wiersbe, Warren, 142

White, Slappy, 327

Wiethorn, Thomas J., 77
Wigger, Chas J., 273
Wiggerman, Philip, Rev., 5, 792–93
Wiggins, O.J., 450
Wiggins, Samuel, 194
Wiggins, Scott, 63

West Covington, 435,947
West End of Newport, 34, 107, 118,

Institute, 10, 58, 195, 199, 234,
240, 242, 287,554, 574, 705, 779,
948–49

White, Walter, 12, 643
White, William, 452,468,674
White, William, Rev., 757

793, 956

Wiedemann, George, Sr., 117, 228,
291, 313, 431,955, 956, 957
61, 67, 107, 117, 221, 226, 652,
796, 948, 955–56, 956–57

Kentucky, 169, 458, 631, 641,

Western Freedmen's Aid

white burley tobacco, 14, 44, 111,

945–46

Commission, 4
Western Horseman's Association,

Whitefield, George, 3, 4, 24, 31

Wilbring, M. Aloysia, 832

Whitehead, Josina, 603
Whitehead, J. P., Rev., 799

Wilbur, Paul D., Rev., 890
Wilcox, John, 937
Wilcoxer, Lewis, 6
Wilde, Oscar, 734
Wilder, 957
wildlife areas, Owen Co., 223,957

Weld, Theodore, 4, 32,836, 877
Weld, Thomas, 2
Weldon, Elmer, 802
Weldon, Harold Brown, 239

Westover, John H., 698

Weldon, James, 111

Westover, Robert Lee, 415

Weldon, Margaret Turpin,946

West Side of Covington, 54,98, 184,

Weldon, Nettie, 136, 946
Weldon, Richard, 946

411, 775, 790, 815, 949–50
Wetherall, H., 735

Welling, Al, 373

Wetherby, Lawrence, 519,613,697
Wethington, Charles T., 599
Wethington, Paul, 641

Wellman, Alfred “Frank,” 513–14,
517

Wellman, Billy, Gen.,967
Wellman, Walter, 513–14, 517
Wells, Albert C., 280
Wells, Cara, 641
Wells, Francis, 109
Wells, G. H., 163
Wells, H. G., 557, 560
Wells, Rebecca Schaffer, 808

Welp, Mary Catherine, 823
Welsh, Alma, 810
Welte, Noah, 64

2–3

Western Union, 744

Wetzels, Herman J., Rev., 483, 798
WFBE-AM, 950–51
WFTM, 951

Whallen, Bridget Burke,951
Whallen, James, 951
Whallen, John Henry, 263,951
Whallen, Patrick, 951
Whallen, Sarah Jane, 951

Wente, Herman, 436

Wheeler, Debbie, 123

Wermeling, George, 239

Wheeler, George F., 283

Werne, Peter, 865

Wheeler, Glenda Carole. See Brown,
Carole Wheeler

Wernwag, Lewis, 594,946

Wheeler, Major, 317

Wert, G. V., 74
Wert, William, 944

Wheeler, William J.,975

Wesley, John, 39,616, 709
Wesley, Lafon, SSgt., 977

White's Run Baptist Church, 497,

Wiley, W. F., 811

953–54

Whitfield, George, 900

Wheatley, J. M., 805

Wertz, Oscar, 201

Wileman, Abram G., Maj.,957–58

Whalen, Elza, Jr., 587

Wenstrup, Mary Catherine, 833

Werts, Day B., Rev., 788, 789

Whitehead, William Fuqua, 762
White Horse Tavern, 410, 700
Whiteman, Paul, 520
Whiteman, Wilberforce, 520

Whalen, Diane Ewing, 313, 314

Wendt, Charles “Ed,” 884
Wendt, Eileen, 831
Wendt, Emma L., 963

Werner, Wilbur Stanley, 501

Whitehead, Loveette, 627
Whitehead, Michael, 662
Whitehead, William, 229

White's Tower, 954
White Villa, 954
Whitfield, David, 591

Wharton, Nancy, 497
Wharton, Wesley, 497
Whatley, Calvin, 860
Whatley, Minerva Kendall, 860
Wheatley,952

Wendell, Mary, 501

113,507, 602, 880, 953

Wherry, Walt, 65
Whig Party, 113,378, 523,617,647,
751, 952–53

Whipple, George, 303
Whipps, Elizabeth, 537

Whitford, Todd, 352

Wileman, Elizabeth Logue,957
Wileman, Mahlon, 957
Wilhelm I, 470

Wilhelmi, George, 752
Wilkerson, Prentice, Rev., 815

Wilkie, Riley, 906
Wilkington, J. L., 305
Wilkins, Roy, 524

Whiting, Margaret, 204
Whitis, Gary, 352
Whitley, William, 460
Whitney, John, 505
Whitney, T. R., 523

Wilkinson, James, Gen., 545, 801
Wilkinson, Wallace, 152, 162, 723

Whitson, William C., 180, 181
Whitson, William M., 912
Whittemore, James R., 751
Whitten, David, 907
Whittle, Chris, 889

Willett, Joseph Emmanuel, 680
Willey, K., 230
William Behringer Memorial

Whittlesey, Asaph, 954
Whittlesey, Charles W., Col., 67,
191, 192, 194, 954,973

Whittlesey, Vesta Hart,954
Whyte, O. W.,493
Whyte, Zack, 487
Wickes, Hugh, 352

Wilkinson, Wray Jean, 115
Willenborg, Henry, 578
Willett, J. E., 887

Museum, 36

William Grant High School. See
Lincoln-Grant School

William H. Harsha Bridge, 152,315,
491, 596, 686, 831, 958
William H. Zimmer Power Plant,
732

William Payne House, 933,934

Wickliffe, Charles, 284

Williams, Abner, 751
Williams, Alice, 500

Wickliffe, Margaret, 734

Williams, Andy, 958

Wickliffe, Robert, 46, 734

Williams, Archie, 54
Williams, Brian Patrick, 457, 958

Widmeyer, Irwin, 364
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Withers, John, 649
Withers, Matilda Lynch, 966

Willis, Floyd H., 744
Willis, Harry,963

Wilson, William C., 288, 417
Wilson, William H., 140,356
Wilson, W. M., 690
Wilson, Woodrow, 930
Wiltshire, Lorena Blossom, 973
Wimmer, Boniface, 237, 532, 787,
833,969

Willis, Simeon, 277, 620, 960
Willis, William, 963
Willison, Cornelius, 897

Winchester, Boyd, 216, 217
Winchester, James, Brig. Gen.,931
Windholtz, George, 623

Withnall, Caroline A., 52
Withrow, Etta Maude Smith, 967

Williams, Elisha “Dale,” 64
Williams, Ellison E., 959
Williams, Frank L., 553, 737

Willow Creek Baptist Church, 963

Windoffer, Anna Catharina, 16
Winema, 150

Williams, George, 3,904,982

Wills, Grant, 930
Willson, Ann Colvin Ennis, 964

Wing, Johnnie “Deep,” 258,356
Wingate, Cyrus, 307, 721,965
Wingate, Henry, 554,948

Willson, Augustus Everett, 247,

Winholtz, Fred “Bud” 719

WNKU, 95, 967–68
WNOP, 487, 968
Woeste, Charles, Rev., 786, 795
Wolf, Charlie, 66
Wolf, D., 654
Wolf, Frederick Ellsworth, Rev., 336

Winholtz, George, 719

Wolf, Joannes “Brother Cosmas,”

Winkfield, Enoch, 846

38, 237, 532, 969
Wolf, John, 184
Wolfe, Charles, 230,595

Williams, Carll B., 811, 958, 959
Williams, Caroline “Line,” 38,512,
531, 757, 811, 958–59, 971
Williams, Dale, 62
Williams, Daniel, 985
Williams, David, 226

Williams, Edith Carpenter,960
Williams, Edith Glenrose, 960
Williams, Eli, 873

Williams, Elijah, 56

Williams, Gex, 139
Williams, Hank, 204
Williams, James M., 12

Williams, James (Monterey
resident), 624

Williams, James (school teacher),
416

Williams, James (Underground
Railroad conductor), 3

Williams, James W., Jr., 960
Williams, John (Monterey), 623
Williams, John (Orangeburg), 691
Williams, John S., 851
Williams, John (Zion Baptist
Church), 985

Williams, Joseph H., Capt., 190
Williams, J. T. “Jake,” 438,960
Williams, Kathleen G. Burke, 958

Williams, Kenneth E., Jr., 958
Williams, Kenneth E., Sr., 958
Williams, Lawrence, 162
Williams, Marie, 613

Williams, Mary, 623
Williams, Mary Teal, 958
Williams, Melanie, 360
Williams, M. J., 404

Williams, Myrix J., 643
Williams, Plennie, Rev., 446

Williams, Pope, 136
Williams, Robert, II, 830

Williams, Robert L., Sgt., 977
Williams, Ruby, 54–55
Williams, Samuel, 960
Williams, Sheila, 557,960
Williams, Smith, 572

Williams, Smokey Joe, 65
Williams, Tara, 958
Wiiliams, Thomas, 588
Williamson, Charlotte “Lottie,” 272

Williamson, Elizabeth Kirby,960
Williamson, Euclid, 443

Williamson, James T., Capt., 462
Williamson, Jane Maria Taylor,
868, 869, 870

Williamson, John Allen, 106, 272,
443, 773, 960, 972

960,962; Women's Club, 196,
416, 547, 962–63

Willis, Caroline, 963
Willis, Charles, 390
Willis, Charles H., 578, 963

Willow Run, 107,480, 546, 705,
963–64

395, 586,596, 666,964

Willson, Byron Forceythe, 556, 557,
964

Winkfield, Jimmy, 461

Willson, Hiram, 964

Winkler, Frederick W., 57

Willsy, Harry, 462

Winn, Jane S., 704
Winn, Matt J., Col., 460, 461, 538

Wilmarth, Lemuel Everett, 29
Wilmer, William, 897
Wilmer, W. J., 807

Wilmington, 964; Baptist Church,
55, 964–65

Wilson, Augustus P., 559
Wilson, Benjamin, 230
Wilson, Christopher, 76,357,867,
869

Wilson, Earl D., 356, 384,965
Wilson, Hannah, 85
Wilson, Harrison, 390

Winslow, Henry, 379
Winslow, H. M., 162
Winslow, Martha, 758
Winslow, W. B., 162, 164,978
Winslow, William, 379

969, 970
Wolff, Ruth, 34,557, 657,969–70,971
Wolfram, Anna, 611

965–66

Wolff, Otto Daniel, III, 969
969,970

Wolking, Ben, 551

Wolking, Bernard, 551
Wolking, Frank,551
Wolnitzek, Fred, 364
Womack, J. W., 697

women, 970–71; police officers and

Wintersheimer, Marie Kohl, 965
WIRED (Wireman Industrial

Women's Crisis Center, 458,971

Research Engineering and
Development) Inc., 966
Wireman, Augusta, 966

women's suffrage, 970,971–72;
Berry, Anna Shaler, 82; Lloyd,
Alice, 559; Reynolds, Mattie

firefighters, 971

Wilson, Lindsay, 616

Wireman, C. L., Rev., 446

Bruce, 754; Roff, Ida Mitchell,

Wilson, Louis, 846

Wireman, Frances Flynns, 966

Wilson, Lyda Beall “L. B.,’ 160,293,

Wireman, John, 966

768; Rugg, Jennie, 773; Siewers,
Sarah M., 828; Southgate,
Louise, 842–43; Trimble, Mary

356, 384,402,408, 507, 539, 574,
636, 637, 640, 709, 735,743, 897,
940, 951, 965

Wilson, Mark, 434

Wilson, Mary, 596
Wilson, Mary Allen, 766
Wilson, Mary Ann, 27
Wilson, Mary V., 436,463,938
Wilson, Otis, 497

Wilson, Robert Hayden, 230

Wireman, Wallace H. “Wally,”966
Wirsch, Charles W., 753

Wirtz, Tony, 887
Wisby, Marjean, 487
Wise, Henry, 562
Wise, Virginia, 82
Wiseman, J. Robert, 970
Wisenali, Bernard T., 184, 273, 709,

Wood, Benjamin W., 229,486
Wood, Charles P. “Chip,”972

966

Raid, 413, 961, 962; United
Methodist Church, 7,322, 679,

Wilson, Wesley Berry,965

Wilson, Samuel, 4
Wilson, William, 869, 934

Barlow, 888; Varble, Rachel M.,

910; Woolsey, Kate Trimble,975
Wong, Lily, 41
Wood, Al, 749
Wood, Andrew, 599
Wood, Arthur F., 972

Wise, J. S., 123

Wilson, Sally, 4

Church, 140, 851, 960, 961;

Wolff, Dan, 755
Wolff, Daniel, 480

Winters, Aaron M., 932

Independent Schools, 415,962;
Municipal Cemetery, 960,962;

Williamstown, 960-61; Baptist

Wolff, Cynthia,969

Wolff, Otto Daniel, Sr., 272, 657,

Wisenall, Jane Eckmann Campbell,

Williamson, Matt Winn, 461

Wolfe, James, Gen., 449
Wolfe, Thomas, 763
Wolff, Alban, 394
Wolff, Christine Roth, 970

Winter, John, 109

Wilson, Robert, Rev., 47,339, 822,
937,938
Wilson, Robert Ronald, 57
Wilson, R. R., 426
Wilson, R. T., 125
Wilson, Ruth, 295

Williamson, Mary Kirby, 443
Williamson, Mary Slack, 960

Withrow, John Clarence, 967

Wolff, Otto Daniel, Jr., 657,890,

Winters, G. W., 539
Winters, William, 926
Winters, Yvor, 763
Wintersheimer, Alice, 966
Wintersheimer, Carle E., 965
Wintersheimer, Donald C., 232,

Wilson, L. H., 846

Witherspoon, John, Rev., 733

Winston, Samuel, 39
Winston, Sibella, 854

Wilson, Isaiah, 85
Wilson, Israel, 49
Wilson, James A., 230,742

Wilson, Joseph, 934
Wilson, Keys, 247
Wilson, Larry C., 212

966–67

Wither's Mills, 649

Wolff, Elizabeth Limberg,969

Winters, George,926

Wilson, Jeff, 739
Wilson, J. M., 646
Wilson, John, 26, 834

Withers Family, 188,237, 754,890,

Winstel, Nancy, 66–67, 612, 678
Winston, Mary, 39

Wilson, Harrison B., Jr., 7

Wilson, James Keyes, 927
Wilson, James M., 317

Withers, Susan Clark, 642

Wood, Dorothy, 749

Wisenall, John Bernard, 273,966

Wood, Eleanor Duncan, 557, 667,
971,972
Wood, Elizabeth, 937

Wiser, Peter, 210
Withers, Allen, 649

Wood, John, 43

Withers, Charles Albert, Maj., 125,

Wood, Martha Morehead, 922

188, 237, 754, 966-67
Withers, Elizabeth Sallie, 125,754,

Wood, Mary Thomspon Hawes,

273,966

967

Withers, Garrett L., 520

Wood, George,936

436,550,557, 872,970,972–73
Wood, Rick W., 288
Wood, Thomas, 9

INDEX

Wood, W. A. M., Rev., 59,351
Wood, Will, 926
Wood, William, 585, 593, 935, 937
Wood, W. R., 229

Woodall, Emily, 528
Wooden, John Robert, 66,258, 620,
973

Americans in, 10–12;
Baker-Hunt Foundation, 54;
Bellevue Veterans Club, 78;
Bracken Co., 112; Burman, Ben
Lucien, 135; Cincinnati/

Northern Kentucky
International Airport, 179–81;

Woodfill, Blossom, 363
Woodfill, John H., 973

civil defense, 186; Cline,
Thomas H., 201; Gibson

Woodfill, Samuel, Sgt., 144, 363,
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