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1700 

José Romo de Vivar, a Spanish rancher and miner, became one of the first settlers in Arizona when he drove his 

cattle to the Huachuca Mountains. He stayed in this land and helped to some other new settlers, along with the 

Italian Jesuit Eusebio Kino. 

 

1700 

Samuel Sewall, the chief justice of the Massachusetts Superior Court of Judicature (the province’s high court), 

businessman, and printer in the Province of Massachusetts Bay, wrote his essay “The Selling of Joseph”, the first 

anti-slavery tract published in New England. In his pamphlet, Sewall condemned African slavery and the slave 

trade in North America, and questioned many of the typical for those years justifications for slavery. 

 

1701 

October 9th  

Yale University was established in New Haven, Connecticut. 

It is the third-oldest institution of higher education in the United States and one of the nine Colonial Colleges 

chartered before the American Revolution (as the “Collegiate School” for education of Congregational ministers). 

It moved to New Haven in 1716 and shortly after was renamed Yale College in recognition of a gift from English 

East India Company governor Elihu Yale. At first restricted to theology and sacred languages, it began to 

incorporate other sciences during the second half of the 18th century. It was organized as a university in 1887.  

 

1701 

French explorer and army officer Antoine de la Mothe Cadillac founded Fort Pontchartrain du Détroit or “Fort 

Pontchartrain on-the-Strait” on the strait, known as the Detroit River, between lakes Saint Clair and Erie in attempt 

to cut off the English interests in the area. The Église de Saint-Anne (Church of Saint Ann) was founded the same 

year. Cadillac’s wife, Marie Thérèse Guyon, soon moved in the new fort, becoming one of the first European 

women to settle in Michigan. The fort quickly became a major fur-trading and shipping post.  

 

1702 

The French founded the first European settlement in what is now State of Alabama – La Mobile and the 

associated Fort Louis de La Louisiane, in the French colony of New France in North America. It served as capital 

of French Louisiana from 1702 until 1711, when the capital was relocated to the site of present-day Mobile, 

Alabama. The site is located in Le Moyne, Alabama, on the Mobile River in the Mobile-Tensaw River Delta.  



 

 

Map of Old Mobile Site and Fort Louis drawn in 1704-1705 

 

1702 

“Magnalia Christi Americana (The Glorious Works of Christ in America). The Ecclesiastical History of New 

England from Its First Planting in 1620, until the Year of Our Lord 1698” by the puritan minister Cotton Mather 

was published. It was generally written in English and printed in London for Thomas Parkhurst, at the Bible and 

Three Crowns, Cheapside. 

It is a story of the religious development of Massachusetts, and other nearby colonies in New England from 

1620 to 1698 in details. It also includes the famous case known as the Salem witch trials. Mather was one of the 

first who criticized the methods of the court and he tried to distance himself from the event.  

The first edition of the book was published in London in 1702. A second edition - the first published in the 

United States - was printed in 1820 in Hartford, Connecticut by Silas Andrus and Son. 

 

1702 – 1713 

Queen Anne’s War. 

This was the second war between France and England for domination in North America. It was named after the 

reigning queen – Queen Anne of Great Britain. It also involved many American Indian tribes, allied with each 

nation, and Spain, which was allied with France.  



The three main zones of the conflict were as follows: 

The clash between Spanish Florida and the English Province of Carolina. In the same time the English engaged 

the French based at Mobile, Alabama in a proxy war involving allied Indians on both sides. The biggest loser was 

the native population in the Southeast and many Spanish outposts in Florida were destroyed.  

The second clash was between the English colonies of New England and the allied French and Indian forces in 

Acadia and Canada. The British forces conquered the Acadian capital Port Royal in 1710, and attacked Quebec 

City several times.   

The French and Wabanaki Confederacy made several campaigns beyond the southern border of New France – 

the Kennebec River in southern Maine and against British settlements in Massachusetts and present-day Maine. 

The third clash was between English colonists based at St. John’s, Newfoundland, and Labrador, and the 

French based at Plaisance for control over Newfoundland.  

 

A preliminary peace was declared in 1712, and the Treaty of Utrecht officially ended the war in 1713. As a 

result the French surrendered to Britain the territories of Hudson Bay, Acadia, and Newfoundland, and kept only 

some islands in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. The interests of the local natives weren’t mentioned at all.  

 

1702 

April 15th 



Queen Anne united West and East Jersey into one Royal Colony – the Province of New Jersey. Edward Hyde, 

3rd Earl of Clarendon, became the royal colony’s first governor. 

 

1698 map 

 



 

1706 map  

 

1702 

James Moore, the English governor of colonial Carolina (1700 – 1703), led an army of colonists and Native 

Americans of the Yamasee, Tallapoosa, Alabama, and Creek tribes, under the Yamasee chief Arratommakaw, in 

attack against the town of St. Augustine. They weren’t able to gain control of the fort. 

 

1702 

Sieur Juchereau established the first trading post in what is now State of Indiana near present-day Vincennes, 

Knox County. 

 



1703 

By this time, France had developed trading relations with the native people along the Missouri River in what is 

now eastern Nebraska. 

 

1704 

The town of New Castle hosted the first assembly meeting, serving as Delaware’s capital. The colony was still 

technically under the authority of Pennsylvania’s governor. 

 

1704 

The Apalachee Massacre in western Florida. As part of Queen Anne’s War, the English colonists from the 

Province of Carolina and their Indian allies attacked the local population of Apalachee Indians in northern Spanish 

Florida. Many Spanish sites were destroyed and the locals were forced to join the English. James Moore himself 

made a series of raids, looting and destroying most of the Spanish missions and killing or enslaving most of the 

Indian population. Other raids were also conducted between 1702 and 1709. The only major battle was the Battle 

of Ayubale. 

 

1705 

The Virginia Slave codes defined as slaves those people imported from nations that were not Christian. Native 

Americans who were sold to colonists by other Native Americans, or captured by Europeans during village raids, 

were also defined as slaves.  

 

1707 

The Parliament in London established the “United Kingdom of Great Britain”. Since then, the term “British”, as 

opposed to “English”, became used in reference to the colonists in North America. 

 

1710 – 1716 

The French explorer and army officer Antoine de la Mothe Cadillac served as governor of Louisiana. 

 



 

 

1711 – 1713 

The Tuscarora War in the colony of Northern Carolina. James Moore and his allies – the Yamasee tribe 

defeated the Tuscarora tribe. 



 

 

1712 – 1733 

The Fox Wars. 

These were two conflicts between the French and the Fox tribe (other names Meskwaki or Red Earth People; 

Renards; Outagamis) in the present-day State of Wisconsin. The Fox tribe stood in the way of the French trade 

between the Great Lakes and the Mississippi River. 

The First Fox War (1712 – 1716) led to the surrender of a large group of Fox and signing of a peace deal. The 

Second Fox War (1728 – 1733) ended with the near annihilation of the Fox tribe. 

 

1712 

Juan Ignacio Flores Mogollon served as governor of Santa Fe de Nuevo Mexico until 1715. 

 

1713  

The Treaty of Utrecht ended the Queen Anne’s War. 

 

1713 

The French re-established their presence along the Straits of Mackinac (in present-day north Michigan) by 

building the wooden Fort Michilimackinac on the northern tip of the lower peninsula. 



 

1714  

George I ascended to the throne of Britain. 

 

1714 

The settlement of Natchitoches was established by Louis Juchereau de St. Denis along the Red River in present-

day northwest Louisiana, making it the oldest permanent European settlement in what is now state of Louisiana. 

 

1715 – 1717 

The Yamasee War.  

The Yamasee War was a conflict between British settlers of colonial South Carolina and various local tribes: 

Yamasee, Muscogee, Cherokee, Catawba, Apalachee, Apalachicola, Yuchi, Savannah River Shawnee, Congaree, 

Waxhaw, Pee Dee, Cape Fear, Cheraw, and others. The Natives killed hundreds of colonists and destroyed many 

settlements. The front line settlers fled back to Charles Town, where the supplies were not enough.  

The entire survival of the South Carolina colony was in question during the whole 1715. The war changed its 

course when early in 1716 the Cherokee sided with the colonists against the Creek who were their traditional 

enemy. The last fighting tribe withdrew from the conflict in 1717, bringing a peace to the colony. 

 

1715 

December 1st  

Félix Martínez de Torrelaguna became governor of the New Spain territory of Santa Fe de Nuevo México for 

about a year.  

 

1716  

Antonio Valverde y Cosío became governor of Santa Fe de Nuevo México in 1716 and also served at this 

position from 1718 – 1721. 

 

1716 

The French founded Fort Rosalie (Natchez) in French Louisiana (New France) on the banks of Mississippi 

river. It became the dominant town and trading post of the area. 

 



1716 – 1724 

First, Second and Third Natchez Wars. 

In 1716, the Governor of Louisiana, Antoine Laumet de La Mothe, sieur de Cadillac, refused to confirm the 

alliance with the Natchez and they killed four French traders.  

The French deceived the Natchez leaders by inviting them to negotiations where they caprtured them and trade 

the leaders for the killers of the French. The Natchez were also forced to supply labor and materials for the 

construction of a fort for the French. The Fort Rosalie was built to protect the French trade monopoly in the region 

from the British traders. 

From 1722 to 1724, brief armed conflicts between the Natchez and the French happened.  

 

1718 

The Spaniards created San Antonio as the first New Spain civilian settlement in East Texas in response of the 

French settlements in southern part of Louisiana.  

 

1719 

The Maryland Legislature accepted an Act for Encouragement of Iron Manufacture within the Province. 

 

1719 

By this year, France had signed treaties with several of the native tribes in present-day eastern Nebraska.  

 

1720 

Spain sent armed force under Lieutenant General Pedro de Villasur to present-day Nebraska. It was terminated 

by the allies of France in that region – Pawnees and Otoes near present-day Columbus. This loss convinced Spain 

to withdraw from the area for the rest of the 18th century. 

 

1721 

Jean-Baptiste Le Moyne de Bienville - governor of Louisiana and founder of New Orleans, made an attempt to 

ruin the good relations between the present-day North Mississippi State native Chickasaw tribe and the British, 

because they stood in the way of the French trade between Illinois and New Orleans. In 1721, he forced the 

Choctaw tribe to strike Chickasaw villages and to ambush delieveries on the Trader’s Path to Charleston, South 

Carolina.  



 

1722 – 1725  

The Dummer’s War.  

Also known as Father Rale’s War. A series of battles between New England and the local native’s Wabanaki 

Confederacy, allied with New France.  

The Treaty of Utrecht ended Queen Anne’s War, but the new British ownership of Nova Scotia was not well 

explained to the local natives, and so, one of the tribes – the Mi’kmaq, began to make raids against New England 

settlements. 

 The expansion of New England settlements along the coast of Maine and at Canso, Nova Scotia, wasn’t well 

accepted by the Indians an the Wabanaki Confederacy started the war.  

As a result, the Indian population was forced to retreat north from the Kennebec and Penobscot rivers to St. 

Francis and Becancour, Quebec. The victorious New England took over much of the Maine territory.  

 

1723 

The Chickasaw tribe in present-day North Mississippi State ensured their relations with their British allies by 

establishing a settlement at Savannah Town, South Carolina. They also blocked the trade of the French on 

Mississippi River near present-day Memphis. 

 

1725 

German settlers from Pennsylvania founded New Mecklenburg, the present Shepherdstown, on the Potomac 

River. 

 

1727  

George II ascended to the British throne. 

 

1728 – 1733 

The Second Fox War. 

The Fox continued to attack French settlements along the Mississippi River and the French trade on Lake 

Michigan. Their chief Kiala led the anti-French coalition since 1720. Other tribes as Potawatomi, Ojibwa, Huron, 

and Ottawa supported the French and in 1733 Kiala was captured. Many Fox people were sold in slavery. The 

remnants of their tribe (around 500) took refuge among the Sauk.  



 

1729 

November 29th 

The Natchez Revolt. 

 After several smaller conflicts, in 1716, 1722 and 1723, the Natchez tribe striked the French Fort Rosalie in 

Louisiana. During the well planned attack on the fort and the homes of the French settlers, the Natchez killed 

almost all of the French men and spared most of the women and African slaves. Approximately 230 colonists were 

killed and the fort and homes were burned to the ground. 

The French in New Orleans, the colonial capital, responded by destructing the village of the Chaouacha people. 

Then, along with their Choctaw allies they attacked the Natchez villages and captured hundreds. The Natchez 

refugees among the Chickasaw were hunted in 1730 and 1731 so the last of them were forced to mix with the 

Creek and Cherokee tribes. By 1736, the Natchez had ceased to exist as an independent tribe. 

 

1729  

Seven of the Lords Proprietors sold their interests in Carolina to the Crown. The Carolina Colony was divided 

to two new royal colonies – North Carolina and South Carolina. 



 

 

1732  

February 22nd  

George Washington, commander-in-chief of the Continental Army during the American Revolutionary War, 

president of the 1787 Constitutional Convention, nation’s Founding Father, and first President of the United States 

(1789 – 1897), was born in Popes Creek, Colony of Virginia, British America, in family of English origins.  

 

1732 

Hat Act. 

The Hat Act was a British law, which restricted manufacture and export of hats of colonial tradesmen and 

forbade hiring of slaves in the production process. Thus, the English hatmakers received bigger opportunities on 

the market. The Hat Act was a part of the mercantile system of the Crown to subordinate the colonies 

economically. The American hat industry revived after the American Revolution. 

 



1732  

Debt Recovery Act. 

The Debt Recovery Act was a British Law, designed to satisfy the complaints of British merchants that Virginia 

planters refused to pay their debts. It allowed creditors to seize real property, land and personal property, which 

included slaves.  

 

1733  

Molasses Act. 

The Molasses Act was a British law for taxing traders of molasses, sugar, and rum from non-British foreign 

colonies into the Thirteen North American colonies. It was in favour of British West Indies sugarcane traders, and 

against the French and the neighbouring West Indian islands who had the most fertile lands. 

The Molasses Act became a reason for more smuggling. It was later amended by the Sugar Act (1764), which 

became one of the reasons for the American Revolution. 

 

1733  

The Colony of Georgia was established. James Oglethorpe received a charter to create a colony between South 

Carolina and Florida. Georgia became a royal colony in 1752. 

 

1735 

Ste. Genevieve was founded by French Canadian colonists and migrants from settlements in the Illinois 

Country, just east of the Mississippi River. It became the first organized European settlement west of the river in 

present-day Missouri. Named after 5th century AD patron saint of Paris, France, Ste. Geneviève is the oldest 

permanent European settlement in Missouri. 

 

1735 

The Georgia Trustees enacted a law to prohibit slavery in the new colony. Slavery was legal in the other twelve 

English colonies at that time. The nearby South Carolina, for example, had an economy based on the use of 

enslaved labor. James Edward Oglethorpe, the driving force of this decision, and the only trustee who resided in 

Georgia, opposed slavery on moral grounds and because of some pragmatic reasons. 

 

1735 

October 30th  



John Adams, first Vice President (1789 – 1797) and second President of the United States (1797 – 1801), was 

born in Braintree (now Quincy), Province of Massachusetts Bay, British America, in family of English origins. 

 

1736 

The French – Chickasaw War. 

The Chickasaw Campaign of 1736 consisted of two attacks of the French and their native allies the Choctaws 

tribe against the Chickasaw villages in present-day Northeast Mississippi.  

Under the governor of Louisiana, Jean-Baptiste Le Moyne de Bienville, they attacked Ogoula Tchetoka on 

March 25th and Ackia on May 26th. Both attacks were repulsed. 

 

1738 

The first European who reached present-day North Dakota – the French-Canadian trader Pierre Gaultier, sieur 

de La Vérendrye, led an exploration and trading party to the Mandan villages, guided by Assiniboine Indians. 

 



 

1739 

The Second Chickasaw Campaign went too slow for the French and they weren’t able of any attacks. 

 

1741 

July 16th – December 

Great Northern Expedition. 

The second expedition of the Danish cartographer and explorer in Russian service, Vitus Jonassen Bering (also 

known as Ivan Ivanovich Bering), spotted the volcano Mount Saint Elias on July 16th 1741, and it landed on North 

America’s coast at the foot of the mountain. On the way back to Russia, the crew discovered Kodiak Island and 

they landed at Kayak Island. The second ship, under the command of Aleksei Chirikov, discovered Aleksander 

Islands, and further southwest Bering himself discovered some of the Aleutian Islands.  

 

1743 

Francois and Louis-Joseph Gaultier de La Vérendrye became the first Europeans who explored the region of 

present-day South Dakota. On March 30th they reached the area of present-day Fort Pierre during their expedition 

west from Quebec. They left a metal plate buried in a hill to mark their journey and claimed the land for France as 

part of greater Louisiana. 

 

1743 

April 13th  

Thomas Jefferson was born in Shadwell, Colony of Virginia, British America, in family of English and, 

possibly, Welsh origins. Later in his life, he wrote the Declaration of Independence and became the third President 

of the United States (1801 –1809). 

 

1743 

The Jesuits returned to Florida and established a mission, Santa Maria, at the mouth of the Miami River. The 

mission was intended to serve the 200 people who comprised the remnants of the Calusa, Key, and Boca Raton 

tribes. 

 

1744 – 1748 



King George’s War. 

It was the third of the four French and Indian Wars, which took place in the British provinces of New York, 

Massachusetts Bay, New Hampshire and Nova Scotia. As part of it, in 1745, the Massachusetts Governor William 

Shirley captured the French settlement of Louisbourg, on Cape Breton Island in Nova Scotia. The French and their 

Wabanaki allies fought back and attacked British settlements. The war was ended with the Treaty of Aix-la-

Chapelle (1748) and Louisbourg was given back to France. 

 

 

1745 

Charles Michel de Langlade, born of Ottawa mother and French Canadian fur trader father, established a 

trading post at Green Bay and later settled there. He became known as the “Father of Wisconsin.” 

 

1746 – 1756  

The most productive years of Jonathan Edwards. 

Edwards was an American revivalist preacher, one of America’s most important and original Congregationalist 

Protestant theologians and philosophers, who shaped the First Great Awakening, and oversaw some of the first 

revivals in 1733 – 1735 at his church in Northampton, Massachusetts. Later, he even became President of the 

College of New Jersey (Princeton). His grandson – Aaron Burr became third Vice President of the United States. 



Edwards delivered his most famous sermon “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” during a revival in 1741 

and it became a classic of the early American literature. Some of his most famous books are: “A Dissertation 

Concerning the End for Which God Created the World” (written in mid 1750’s), “The Life and Diary of David 

Brainerd, Missionary to the Indians”, 1749 (which became inspiration for thousands of missionaries throughout 

the 19th century), and “A Treatise Concerning Religious Affections”, 1746 (which remains basic reading for many 

Reformed Evangelicals).  

 

1746 

October 22nd  

Princeton University was founded at Elizabeth, New Jersey, as the College of New Jersey. It was moved to 

Newark in the fall of 1747, where in 1748 a class of six men became the first graduates. In 1756, the College 

moved to new quarters – Nassau Hall, in Princeton, New Jersey. At the time of its completion in 1756, Nassau 

Hall was the largest stone building in the colonies.  



 

 

It provided the inspiration for other college buildings, like Hollis Hall at Harvard, University Hall at Brown, 

Dartmouth Hall at Dartmouth, and Queens Hall at Rutgers etc. 

 



1749 – 1755 

Father Le Loutre’s War, also known as the Anglo-Míkmaq War. 

The war was fought between the British New England colonists and the allied forces of Mikmaq tribe and the 

French Acadia militia. 

The war began when the British established Halifax. They settled more than 3000 people there, which was 

more than the entire Mikmaq native population in the area. According to the Mikmaqs, this was a violation of the 

treaty signed in 1726, after Father Rale’s War.  

 

During the whole war, the British attempted to establish control over the major Acadian settlements in 

peninsular Nova Scotia and in the disputed territory of present-day New Brunswick, where the French also had 

interests. On the other side, the Mikmaq and the Acadians attacked the British forts in Nova Scotia and the newly 

established Protestant settlements. New forts were build by the British and by the French.   

The war ended with the defeat of the Mikmaq-Acadian-French coalition in the Battle of Fort Beausejour. 

 

1750  



Iron Act. 

The Iron Act was one of the British Trade and Navigation acts for the Thirteen Colonies. 

It forbade the establishment of new furnaces for production of steel for tools, the erection of rolling and slitting 

mills, and the plating of forges and the manufacture of hardware.  

The Thirteen Colonies’ iron entered Britain duty free, but its export beyond the empire was also forbidden. In 

such way, the manufacture of iron objects in Britain was encouraged, and in the Thirteen Colonies – slowed down.     

 

1750 

Georgia authorized slavery in the state, after the ban of 1735.  

 

1751 

March 16th  

James Madison Jr. was born in Port Conway, Colony of Virginia, British America. Later in his life he became 

statesman, Founding Father, fourth President of the United States (from 1809 to 1817), and Father of the 

Constitution. 

 

1753 

Fort Presque Isle was built by French soldiers during the summer, along Presque Isle Bay at present-day Erie, 

Pennsylvania. It was the first fort built as part of the French military occupation of the Ohio Country, and was part 

of a line that included Fort Le Boeuf, Fort Machault, and Fort Duquesne. After the 1759 British victory at the 

Battle of Fort Niagara, the French burned the fort and retreated from the area and the British built a new Fort 

Presque Isle. 

 

1753 

Fort Le Boeuf was established by the French on a fork of French Creek, in present-day Waterford, in northwest 

Pennsylvania. The fort was part of a line that included Fort Presque Isle, Fort Machault, and Fort Duquesne. 

 

1754 

Fort Duquesne was established by the French, at the confluence of the Allegheny and Monongahela rivers. It 

was destroyed by the French, prior to English conquest during the Seven Years’ War, also known as the French 

and Indian War on the North American front. The English built Fort Pitt on the same spot in 1758, named by 



General John Forbes, in honor of British statesman William Pitt, 1st Earl of Chatham. It later developed as 

Pittsburgh in the U.S. state of Pennsylvania. Nowadays, the site of the forts is in Point State Park. 

 

 

1754 

Fort Machault was built by the French near the confluence of French Creek with the Allegheny River, at 

present-day Franklin, Pennsylvania. The fort was part of a line that included Fort Presque Isle, Fort Le Boeuf, and 

Fort Duquesne. 



 

1754 – 1763 

French and Indian War. 

The so-called French and Indian War was a major conflict between New England and New France, a North 

American part of the Seven Years’ War between England and France (1756 –1763). Both sides had support from 

their local allies – the Indians.  

British colonies had the numbers as of this moment their entire population was more than 2 million against 

600 000 French located in what is now South Eastern Canada. As for their allies, the British were supported by the 

Iroquois, Catawba and Cherokee, and the French – by Wabanaki Confederacy members Abenaki and Mi’kmaq, 

Algonquin, Lenape, Ojibwa, Ottawa, Shawnee and Wyandot. 

The war began for control over the Allegheny and Monongahela rivers (in Ohio) and the French Fort Duquesne 

(in present-day Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania). The first major battle was the Battle of Jumonville Glen (May 1754), in 

which Virginia militia under the command of George Washington ambushed a French squad. 

 

British forces planned massive attacks on the French, but lost the next Battle of the Monongahela (July 9th, 

1755) and failed in the frontier areas of Pennsylvania and New York (1755 – 1757). Their success came in the 



Northeast – in 1755 they captured Fort Beauséjour (on the border between Acadia and Nova Scotia) and expelled 

all the French Acadians and their Indian friends (1755 – 1764) from these lands, to make way for settlers from 

New England. 

When the French concentrated their force against Prussia in Europe (1758 – 1760), the British attacked the 

Colony of Canada, which was part of New France. They took the city of Quebec (1759) and finally the French 

ceded Canada in accordance with the Treaty of Paris (1763) and all its territory east of the Mississippi. The French 

also ceded French Louisiana west of the Mississippi River, including New Orleans, to its ally Spain, which in the 

same time was forced to give Florida to Britain. 

Thus, France lost all its colonies on the main land of North America and Great Britain became the one and only 

dominant colonial power in the eastern part of it. 

 

1756 – 1760 

The first British settlement in what is now Tennessee. 

It was built in 1756 by settlers from the colony of South Carolina at Fort Loudoun, near present-day Vonore in 

Monroe and Blount Counties. It was the westernmost British outpost to that date. Captain Raymond Demeré was 

its first governor, followed by his brother, Captain Paul Demeré since August 14th, 1757. The neighbouring 

Overhill Cherokees sieged the Fort and it surrendered on August 7th, 1760. Demeré and many others were killed in 

an ambush nearby.  

 

1758 – 1761  

Anglo-Cherokee War. 

The Cherokee tribe made a rebellion in present-day Tennessee, Virginia and the Carolinas. Several major 

battles were fought between 1759 and 1761, in which the two sides had their victories. When General Grant led 

the army of the British colonists – the Cherokee were finally defeated.  

 

1758  

King George III ascended to the throne of Britain. 

 

1758 

April 28th  

James Monroe, a statesman, Founding Father and fifth President of the U. S. (1817 – 1825) was born in 

Westmoreland County, Virginia, in family of Scottish and Welsh origins.  



 

1762 – 1802 

Spanish Louisiana. 

It was an administrative Spanish Governorate, belonging to the Captaincy General of Cuba, part of the 

Viceroyalty of New Spain. It consisted of territory west of the Mississippi River basin, plus New Orleans, acquired 

from France (which had named it La Louisiane in honor of King Louis XIV in 1682). It was retroceded to France, 

under the terms of the Third Treaty of San Ildefonso (1800) and the Treaty of Aranjuez (1801). The French 

regained it in official ceremony in New Orleans on November 30th, 1803, and three weeks later sold it to the 

United States (Louisiana Purchase). 

 

1763  

February 10th  

The Peace Treaty of Paris ended the French and Indian War (1754 – 1763). According to it, all French lands in 

the continental North America were added to the British Empire. Britain took over all of French Louisiana east of 

the Mississippi River, except for New Orleans. Also, Spain traded Florida to Great Britain in exchange of Havana, 

Cuba, captured by the British during the Seven Years’ War. 



 

The British found this new territory too vast to govern as a single unit, so they divided the southernmost areas 

into two territories – East Florida (the peninsula) and West Florida (the panhandle). The border between these two 

was Apalachicola River. Soon after wards, the British began massive recruiting of colonists for the area. The 

authorities offered free land and backing for export-oriented businesses. 

 

1763 

October 7th  

The Royal Proclamation of 1763 was issued by King George III, following Great Britain’s acquisition of 

French territory in North America after the end of the French and Indian War/Seven Years’ War earlier that year. 

The Proclamation forbade all settlements west of the Appalachian Mountains, where the land was made an Indian 

Reserve. 



 

 

1763 – 1764 

Creek Indians began to migrate into Florida, which led to the formation of the Seminole tribe. The aboriginal 

peoples of Florida were devastated by the war, and many of them accompanied the Spanish settlers when they left 

for other colonies in 1763. Thus, a vast territory became available for the Lower Creeks, and they were able to 

finally escape from the conflicts with the Upper Creeks of Alabama. The Seminole tribe, which originally 

occupied the wooded areas of northern Florida was under pressure from colonists and the U. S. Army in the 



Seminole Wars, and migrated to the Everglades in Central and Southern Florida. Today, their descendants still live 

in this area. 

 

1763 – 1766 

Pontiac’s War.  

Also known as Pontiac’s Rebellion, it was a war conflict, started by several Native American tribes from the 

Great Lakes region, Illinois Country, and Ohio Country. They were dissatisfied with the British postwar policies in 

their area after the British took the lands from the French in 1763. The war was named after the Indian chief 

Pontiac of the Ottawa tribe – the most active of all leaders of the natives. 

The supreme goal of the natives was to expell all the British settlers out of the region. They started their 

military campaign in May 1763 by destroying eight forts and killing and capturing hundreds of colonists. Many 

British were forced to flee out of the region. The British organized their army and made an expedition in 1764, 

which led to peace negotiations over the next two years.  

 

King George issued a Royal Proclamation on October 7th, 1763. Its purpose was to reorganize British North 

America after the Treaty of Paris. It drew a boundary line between the British colonies along the seaboard, and 

Native American lands west of the Allegheny Ridge (the Eastern Divide), creating a vast Indian Reserve. British 



settlements were not allowed west of the Appalachian Mountains. Settlers already in these areas were required to 

return east. Trespassing on Native lands by the colonists was forbidden. And so, the segregation between the reds 

and the whites was invented, as the only way for avoiding the future conflicts.  

The Proclamation officially recognized that the Indians have rights on the lands they occupy. That’s why it has 

been called their “Bill of Rights”. It still defines some relations between the Canadian government and the local 

natives.  

But the document was unfair for the British colonists, because they were stopped from using the lands, won in 

the war with France.  

The Pontiac’s War was the first successful major tribal union against the Anglo-American colonial expansion. 

The example of Pontiac was later tried by many local leaders as Joseph Brant, Alexander McGillivray, Blue 

Jacket, and Tecumseh. 

 

1764 

April 5th  

Sugar Act. 

The Sugar Act was a law, passed by the British Parliament for new tax on sugar and molasses. The previous 

one – the so-called Molasses Act of 1733 expired in 1763 and the taxes were not entirely collected. So the British 

authorities reduced the rate by half and increased the measures to enforce the tax.  

Besides, the new act listed specific products, the most important being lumber, which could only be exported to 

Britain. Ship captains were required to have detailed lists of their cargo and these were verificated before anything 

could be unloaded on the coast. The dealing with any violations was moved to the admiralty courts instead of the 

local colonial courts, in which the smuggling was treated as a profession. As the stricter enforcements made 

smuggling molasses more dangerous and risky, the New England ports suffered economic losses. 

The two prime protesters against the Sugar Act were Samuel Adams and James Otis, both of Massachusetts. In 

May 1764 Samuel Adams made a report on the Sugar Act for the Massachusetts assembly, in which he called it an 

infringement of the rights of the colonists as they were assured in the Charters.  

The Sugar Act was repealed in 1766 and replaced with the Revenue Act, which reduced the tax to one penny 

per gallon on molasses imports.  

 

1764 

James Otis Jr., lawyer in colonial Massachusetts, member of the Massachusetts assembly, and an early advocate 

of the local Patriot views against British colonial policy, made his famous statement “Taxation without 

representation is tyranny”. He meant that there was no sense for colonists to pay taxes while they weren’t 

presented in the British Parliament, which took the decisions for their well being. In July, he published “The 

Rights of the British Colonies Asserted and Proved”.  



Otis was the first leader of the period with distinctive American theories of constitutionalism and 

representation. He also supported the idea of racial equality. Years later, the President John Adams said of him: “a 

flame of fire; with a promptitude of classical allusions, a depth of research, a rapid summary of historical events 

and dates, a profusion of legal authorities.” 

 

1764 

July 20th 

King George III declared that the boundary between New Hampshire and New York should be along the west 

bank of the Connecticut River, north of Massachusetts, and south of 45 degrees north latitude. New York citizens 

refused to approve the land titles created by land grants sold by New Hampshire Governor Benning Wentworth, 

and some New Hampshire settlers organized protests. 

 

1764 

August   

Boston merchants began boycott of British luxury goods. 

 

1764 

Brown University was founded as a College in the English Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations. 

It was one of the nine Colonial colleges which granted charters before the American Revolution and also the first 

college in America which accepted students regardless of their religion. 

 

1764 

The British moved the northern border of West Florida to a line extending from the mouth of the Yazoo River 

east, to the Chattahoochee River, consisting of approximately the lower third of the present states of Mississippi 

and Alabama, including the valuable Natchez District. 

 

1764 

St. Louis was founded by the French fur traders Pierre Laclède and stepson Auguste Chouteau from New 

Orleans. 

 

1765 



March 22nd  

Stamp Act.  

The Stamp Act was the first attempt of the British Parliament to put taxes on all colonial commercial and legal 

papers, newspapers, pamphlets, cards, almanacs etc. For the first time, completely unexpected, there was a 

massive wave of protests. The colonists refused to use stamps and stood for their rights to be taxed only by their 

own representative assemblies. During the riots, stamps were burned and stamp distributors were sabotaged.  

The Stamp Act Congress was convened in New York in October, where representatives of nine colonies to 

come with a petition to the king and Parliament for repealing of the Act. The Parliament, largely against the wishes 

of the House of Lords, repealed the act on March 18th, 1766.  

The protests in the Colonies against the Stamp Act contributed much to the social tensions, which led to the 

Declaration of Independence, a decade later.  

 

1765 

March 24th  

Quartering Act. 

The Quartering Act of 1765 was an amendment to the annual Mutiny Act, declared by the British parliament. It 

required all of the colonial authorities to provide food, drink, quarters, fuel, and transportation for the British 

soldiers, stationed on their ground. It was voted because of the increased defense costs of Britain for the Colonies, 

after the French and Indian War and Pontiac’s War.  

The decisions about sponsoring the soldiers were usually taken by the local colonial assemblies, but once again, 

just like in the case of the Stamp Act – it came by the Parliament in London. After considerable reactions, the 

Quartering Act was allowed to expire in 1770. 

An additional quartering sponsorship was included in the Intolerable Acts of 1774. 

 

1765 

July 

The Sons of Liberty organization was formed. It was a secret organization, formed by American Patriots, who 

opposed the British law measures for the Colonies, and agitated for resistance. They chose this name from a line of 

a speech, given in the British Parliament, by Isaac Barré in February 1765. Barre referred to the colonists, who had 

opposed against the unjust British law measures as the “sons of liberty.” The Sons of Liberty raised support for the 

colonial resistance, with petitions, assemblies, and other propaganda. 

 

1765 



August 14th  

Demonstrations in Boston. 

After dusk, angry Bostonians paraded wealthy 59-year-old Boston merchant and provincial official Andrew 

Oliver’s effigy through the streets and destroyed the building he had built along the waterfront. The mob beheaded 

his effigy from a century-old elm tree in front of his house, before throwing stones through his windows, 

demolishing his carriage house and imbibing the contents of his wine cellar. 

Oliver had become the public’s enemy after news arrived from England weeks earlier that he would be 

responsible for the local implementation of the Stamp Act. 

 

1765 

August 26th  

Thomas Hutchinson’s (lieutenant governor of Massachusetts) house, one of the finest homes in Boston, was 

destroyed by drunk protestors against the British plans to impose the Stamp Act on the Colonies.  

The early incarnation of the so-called “Sons of Liberty” had already threatened Hutchinson’s brother-in-law 

Andrew Oliver, who had to be Massachusetts’ tax stamp administrator.   

 

1765 

October 7th – 25th  

Stamp Act Congress. 

The Stamp Act Congress, also know as First Congress of the American Colonies, was a meeting, held in the 

City Hall, New York, of representatives from nine of the eighteen British colonies in North America. All nine of 

the attending delegations were from the Thirteen Colonies that later formed the United States. It was the first 

gathering of elected representatives from these colonies in order to express a unified protest against new British 

taxation. It was organized by the colonial legislature of Massachusetts Bay Province. 

Members of six of the nine delegations signed petitions addressed to the Parliament and King George III, 

objecting the Acts. The British Parliament repealed the Stamp Act, but it passed the Declaratory Act the same day, 

which stated that Parliament could make laws binding the American colonies “in all cases whatsoever.”  

 

1766 

January 

Resistance to the Quartering Act in New York. The local assembly refused to fund the full amount requested by 

the Crown. The tensions between the assembly and the British officials continued into the fall, when the legislature 



voted to not fund at all. The New York assembly was suspended in October 1767, until the soldiers’ needs were 

fully funded.  

 

1766 

February 22nd  

After four months of widespread protests in British colonies in North America, the Parliament repealed the 

Stamp Act. 

 

1766 – 1767 

Jonathan Carver’s expedition.  

Carver was a colonial American explorer and writer. He left from Fort Michilimackinac at present-day 

Mackinaw City, Michigan in the spring of 1766 with large fur-trading canoes. Through the northern coast of Lake 

Michigan he reached what is now Green Bay, Wisconsin. There he found a small Metis settlement at the foot of 

Green Bay, and a French monastery in De Pere, Wisconsin.  

Carver continued his journey up the Fox River to the Winnebego Indian village at the north end of Lake 

Winnebago at the site of the present city of Neenah, Wisconsin, and then through the Grand Portage between the 

Fox River and the Wisconsin River (now Portage, Wisconsin), major fur trading post, he traveled down the 

Mississippi to the encampment at Prairie du Chien.  

The expedition then turned north into what is now Minnesota. By the late summer Carver had reached the Saint 

Anthony Falls at what is now Minneapolis. He spent some time with the local tribe and then went south where he 

discovered Carver’s Cave. 

The expedition spent the winter in what is now eastern Iowa and got home to Fort Michilimackinac on August 

29th, 1767. 

 

1767 

March 15th  

Andrew Jackson, general in the U. S. Army, member of both houses of Congress and seventh President of the 

United States, was born in Waxhaw, a settlement between the Provinces of North Carolina and South Carolina, 

British America, in family of Scottish-Irish origin. 

 

1767 



The Province of Georgia started to claim the Yazoo lands, most of what is now the northern two-thirds of 

Alabama. 

 

1767  

June 15th –  July 2nd  

Townshend Acts. 

T. A. were four laws, passed by the British Parliament, named after Charles Townshend, who sponsored them. 

By them duties were placed on items, imported by the colonists, including glass, paints, paper and tea; a vice-

admiralty court was established in Boston, unchecked by juries and under the direct command of George III 

himself; and New York’s legislature was dismissed because of its denial to accept British soldiers.  

Massive resistance erupted against these acts and there were even cases of hostility toward British 

enforcements. All these led to repeal of all revenue duties, except that on tea on March 5th, 1770, lifting of the 

Quartering Act requirements, and removal of troops from Boston. 

 

1767 

July 11th  

John Quincy Adams, U. S. Senator, Secretary of State and sixth President (1825 – 1829), the eldest son of 

second president John Adams (1797 – 1801) was born in Braintree, Province of Massachusetts Bay, British 

America (now Quincy, Massachusetts), in family of English origin. 

 

1768 

January 28th  

Las Californias province was established by a joint dispatch to the King from Viceroy de Croix and visitador 

José de Gálvez.  

 

1768 

February 11th  

Massachusetts Circular Letter. 

Under the initiative of Samuel Adams and James Otis, the Massachusetts legislature drafted the so-called 

Circular Letter. It was sent to all colonies with an advice of unification and resistance against the unfair acts of the 

British Parliament. Adams, son of a wealthy brewer, was already well-known for his rhetoric and for his hand in 



founding the Sons of Liberty. As a reaction, the Crown swiftly ordered General Gage to send a regiment to 

Boston, and war vessels sailed into the harbor. 

 

1768 

February 

The sentence “No taxation without representation” in the context of British American Colonial taxation, 

appeared for the first time in the London Magazine headline (page 89), in the printing of Lord Camden’s “Speech 

on the Declaratory Bill of the Sovereignty of Great Britain over the Colonies”. 

 

1768 

July 1st  

British Parliament dissolved the Massachusetts Legislature. 

 

 1768 

September 

English warships sailed into Boston Harbor and left two regiments of English troops to keep order. 

 

1768 – 1776 

Francisco Garcés expeditions. 

In 1768, the King of Spain expelled the Jesuits from their extensive mission system in northwestern New Spain 

(within present-day Baja California, northwestern Mexico, and the southwestern United States) and replaced them 

with Franciscans. Garces was assigned to Mission San Xavier del Bac in the Sonoran Desert, near present-day 

Tucson, Arizona. 

Baja California Franciscans started in 1769 to expand the Spanish presence in the unsettled upper Las 

Californias Province (Alta California, present-day California, U.S.). In 1773, control of the Baja California 

missions was transferred to the Dominicans.  

Garcés conducted extensive explorations in the Sonoran, Colorado, and Mojave Deserts, the Gila River, and the 

Colorado River from the Gulf of California and Lower Colorado River Valley to the Grand Canyon. He met with 

the Native American tribes and established peace relations for the Crown, with the Quechan, Mojave, Hopi, and 

Havasupai.  



Garces also accompanied soldier-explorer Juan Bautista de Anza in both his expeditions: the 1774 De Anza 

Expedition (first to reach Alta California’s Pacific coast from the east); and the 1775 – 1776 Anza Colonizing 

Expedition, which traveled as far north as San Francisco Bay. 

 

In 1776, Garcés crossed the Mojave Desert on the Mohave Trail and then the Old Tejon Pass and explored the 

southern San Joaquin Valley.  

 

1769 – 1770  

Portolá expedition. 



It was a Spanish voyage of exploration, the first recorded European land entry and exploration of the interior of 

the present-day U.S. state of California. It was led by Gaspar de Portolá, governor of Las Californias, the Spanish 

colonial province that included California, Baja California and other parts of present-day Mexico and the United 

States. The expedition led to the founding of Alta California and contributed to the legitimacy of Spanish 

territorial claims in the disputed and unexplored regions along the Pacific coast of North America. 

 

1769  

July 16th  

Mission Basilica San Diego de Alcalá, the first Franciscan mission in The Californias, a province of New 

Spain, located in present-day San Diego, California, was founded by Spanish friar Junípero Serra in an area long 

inhabited by the Kumeyaay people. The mission and the surrounding area were named after the Catholic Didacus 

of Alcalá, a Spaniard more commonly known as San Diego. 

 

 



1769 

Alta California (“Upper California”).  

It was founded by Gaspar de Portolà, as a province of New Spain. It included all of the present-day U.S. states 

of California, Nevada, and Utah, and parts of Arizona, Wyoming, Colorado and New Mexico. It was known 

officially as Nueva California (“New California”) between 1804 and 1824, and unofficially also known as 

California Septentrional (“Northern California”), California del Norte (“North California”) and California Superior 

(“Upper California”). It became a territory of Mexico in April 1822, after the Mexican War of Independence. Alta 

California was united with Baja California in 1836, when Mexico re-established Las Californias as a unified 

province, granted with more autonomy. The former lands of Alta California were ceded to the U.S. in the Treaty of 

Guadalupe Hidalgo that ended the Mexican–American War in 1848. Two years later, California joined the Union 

as its 31st State. 

 

1769 – 1784 

The Pennamite – Yankee Wars.  

These were a series of conflicts (First Pennamite War 1769 – 1770, Second Pennamite War 1774 and Third 

Pennamite War 1784), in which the Wyoming Valley along the North Branch of the Susquehanna River was 

disputed between settlers from Connecticut (Yankees) and Pennsylvania (Pennamites). 

 

Early 1770s  

Thomas Bassett, a loyalist, during the Revolutionary era, became one of the earliest white settlers in what is 

now State of Alabama. He settled in the Tombigbee District – an area within a few miles of the Tombigbee River 

in present-day southern Clarke County, northernmost Mobile County, and most of Washington County. 

 

1770 

March 5th 

The Boston Massacre. 

The Boston Massacre, also known as the Incident on King Street by the British, was an incident in which 

British Army soldiers fired into a rioting mob and killed five local civilians.  

British troops were stationed in Boston, capital of the Province of Massachusetts Bay, since 1768. They were 

there to protect crown-appointed colonial officials which enforced unpopular Parliamentary legislations.  

After the shooting the crowd asked for withdrawal of the troops to Castle Island. Two of the soldiers were 

convicted of manslaughter and given reduced sentences. 



The reports and propaganda about the incident, further heightened tensions throughout the Thirteen Colonies. 

The event was used by the local leaders (such as Paul Revere and Samuel Adams) to encourage rebellion against 

the British authorities. 

 

1771 

April 

British Parliament canceled the Townshend Acts. 

 

1771 

September 25th  

Philip Freneau’s “The Rising Glory of America” – the most important American poem of its age, which was 

started as an address written for the commencement exercises at Princeton in 1771 on the hot topic of the day, 

suggested by the University president John Witherspoon, was recited by Freneau’s friend – Brackenridge as a 

graduation ode. It was “greeted with great applause”, according to fellow student James Madison. 

In this great poem, Freneau managed to describe all of the important society issues connected with the will of 

the colonies for Independence. It culminates in a vision of America as site of the biblical New Jerusalem, 

descending from the heavens and settling in the vicinity of New Jersey, and a vision of Americans as an 

exceptional “chosen people”, a light to all nations. 

 

1771 

Indians attacked the San Gabriel Mission in Los Angeles basin. The two attacks were triggered by the rape of a 

local woman by the soldiers who were assigned to protect the Franciscans. One chief was killed and the Spanish 

soldiers placed his head on a pole as an example to other Indians who might wish to rebel against Spanish 

authority.   

 

1772 

June 9th  

The Gaspee Affair. 

The HMS “Gaspee” was a British ship, which in 1772 enforced the Navigation Acts around Newport, Rhode 

Island. On June 9th, it stucked near what is now Gaspee Point in Warwick, Rhode Island, while chasing the packet 

ship Hannah. While being in such situation, it was attacked and set on fire by a group of men, led by Abraham 

Whipple and John Brown. 



The event was the first huge conflict between American colonists and British officials, after the Boston 

Massacre of 1770, and it was the first act of violent uprising against the British crown’s authority in America.  

  

1772 

November 2nd  

Samuel Adams and Dr. Joseph Warren organized the first Committee of Correspondence at Boston, 

Massachusetts. It was convened on November 2nd and tasked with writing the Votes and Proceedings of the 

Freeholders and Other Inhabitants of the Town of Boston. It included the historic first plea to the other towns of 

Massachusetts and called for a free communication of sentiments on the current political affairs. Nearly 600 copies 

of the Votes… were distributed in 290 towns in Massachusetts. It was pointed out that if Britain accomplish its 

goals, the slavery of the colonists will be complete. It was reminded to the colonists that they have the moral 

obligation to repudiate tyranny. The Votes and Proceedings was colloquially termed the Boston Pamphlet. The 

Boston Pamphlet initiated exchange of opinnions and ideas throughout Massachusetts that explored unifying 

principles and served as a model for further systemic organization. 

 

1772 

November 20th  

Samuel Adams’ text “The Rights of the Colonists” was announced as a “Report of the Committee of 

Correspondence to the Boston Town Meeting”. Its first sentence stated that: “Among the natural rights of the 

Colonists are these: First, a right to life; Secondly, to liberty; Thirdly, to property; together with the right to 

support and defend them in the best manner they can…” 

 

1773 

January 

By January, 56 towns responded to the Boston Pamphlet.  

 

1773 

February 9th  

William Henry Harrison Sr., the first Governor of Indiana Territory, who led U.S. forces against Native 

Americans at the Battle of Tippecanoe in 1811, major general in the War of 1812 and the Battle of the Thames 

(which resulted in the dissolution of the Native American coalition which Tecumseh had led), politician, and ninth 

President of the United States (1841) was born in Charles City County, Colony of Virginia, British America, in a 

family of English origin. He was son of the Founding Father Benjamin Harrison V, and the paternal grandfather of 

Benjamin Harrison, the 23rd  U. S. President (1889 – 1893). 



 

1773 

February 26th  

Westmoreland County was founded, formed from Lancaster, Northumberland, and later Bedford Counties. It 

was the first county in the colony of Pennsylvania, whose entire territorial boundary was located west of the 

Allegheny Mountains. It originally included the present-day counties of Fayette, Washington, Greene, and parts of 

Beaver, Allegheny, Indiana, and Armstrong counties. It was named after Westmorland, a historic county in 

England. 

 

1773 

March 12th  

In March 1773, Dabney Carr, a member of the Virginia House of Burgesses and brother-in-law of Thomas 

Jefferson, born in 1743 at Bear Castle, a large farm in Louisa County, Virginia, proposed the formation of a 

permanent Committee of Correspondence before the Virginia House of Burgesses. Virginia’s committee was 

formed on March 12th. Its members were: Thomas Jefferson, Dabney Carr, Peyton Randolph, Robert Carter 

Nicholas, Richard Bland, Richard Henry Lee, Benjamin Harrison, Edmund Pendleton, Patrick Henry, Dudley 

Digges, and Archibald Cary. 

 

1773 

April 

By April, 119 letters were received in Boston’s Committee in answer of the Boston Pamphlet. 

 

1773 

May 10th  

Tea Act.  

The Tea Act was an Act of the British Parliament. By trying to sell some of the massive amount of tea, held by 

the financially troubled British East India Company in its London warehouses, and to undercut the price of the 

illegal tea, smuggled into Britain’s North American colonies, the Parliament tried to enforce yet another right of 

taxation in the Colonies. 

Colonists in the Thirteen Colonies made a coalition of merchants, smugglers, and artisans, similar to that which 

had opposed the Stamp Act, and in many colonies they prevented the tea from landing.  



The most famous became the Boston scenario – the so-called “Boston Tea Party” (December 16th), when 

colonists boarded tea ships in the harbour and throw their tea cargo in the ocean. 

The British Parliament reacted to this huge protest and passed the Coercive Acts to punish Massachusetts. It 

also appointed General Thomas Gage for royal governor of Massachusetts. Both these actions raised further 

tensions between the British authorities and the locals. 

 

1773 

June – January 1777 

Petitions against slavery in Massachusetts. 

Groups of Massachusetts slaves and common folk petitioned the colonial government that freedom was a right 

belonging to all men and women. Petitions were made in June 1773, May 25th 1774, June 1774, and January 1777. 

There were public debates on that matter in the years leading up to the Revolution, but the local colonial 

government had no authority to end slavery and slave trade, cause there wasn’t such order from Parliament to the 

royal governor. So none of the petitions succeeded. 

 

1773 

July 

Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Hampshire, and South Carolina also formed committees. The committees of 

correspondence were shadow governments, organized by local leaders of the Thirteen Colonies on the eve of the 

American Revolution. They coordinated the responses to London and shared their plans. By 1773, they had 

already superseded the colonial legislature and royal officials. 

 

1773 

September 

By September, 144 of the towns in Massachusetts colony had replied to the Boston Pamphlet through their local 

committee of correspondence. 

 

1773  

December 16th 

The so-called Boston Tea Party was the culmination of a resistance movement throughout British America 

against the Tea Act, which had been passed by the British Parliament in 1773. During the Boston Tea Party, 
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patriots dressed as Mohawk Indians, protested against the British Tea Act. They destroyed an entire shipment of 

tea, sent by the East India Company, by dumping the crates of tea into Boston Harbor.  

The British Parliament responded in 1774 with the Coercive Acts, or Intolerable Acts, which ended local self-

government in Massachusetts and closed Boston’s commerce. All these acts led to the American Revolutionary 

War, which began near Boston in 1775. 

 

1774 – 1775 

Juan José Pérez Hernández’s expeditions. 

In early 1774, the Viceroy of New Spain, Antonio María Bucareli y Ursúa, ordered Pérez to explore the Pacific 

coast as far north as 60° north latitude to find if there are any Russian and British settlements and to re-affirm the 

Spanish claim to the Pacific Northwest. The frigate Santiago, under the command of Pérez, reached one of the 

islands of Haida Gwaii in July and had an interaction with a group of Haida natives.  

 

Then the expedition turned back south. On August 7th, 1774, they landed on Vancouver Island and trade with 

the locals. Sailing further south, Pérez gave the name of Cerro Nevado de Santa Rosalía (“Snowy Peak of St. 

Rosalia”) to present day Mount Olympus in the U.S. state of Washington. The expedition reached the Presidio of 

Monterey, Las Californias, on August 28th, 1774, and, finally, San Blas on November 5th, 1774. In 1775, a second 

expedition under Bruno de Heceta and Juan Francisco de la Bodega y Quadra was organized. Pérez participated as 

piloto of Heceta’s ship, the Santiago. He died on the return journey, on November 3rd, 1775, between Monterey, 

California and San Blas. 

 

1774 

Stephen Hopkins from Rhode Island colony (who later signed the Declaration of Independence for the State) 

was a slave holder, but after his second marriage to a Quaker woman, he began to rethink the slavery. He released 

many slaves and introduced a bill in the Rhode Island Assembly to prohibit the importation of slaves into the 

colony (1774). He did it for moral reasons but also to trouble the British slave trade. 

 



1774 

North Carolina Correspondence Committee formed at Wilmington. The local merchant and farmer Cornelius 

Harnett was appointed chairman of the committee. 

 

1774 

March – June 

Coercive Acts (also known as the Intolerable Acts): 

March 31st: Boston Port Act 

May 20th: Massachusetts Government Act 

May 20th: Administration Justice Act 

June 2nd: Quartering Act  

June 22nd: Quebec Act  

These were a series of laws, passed by the British Parliament, meant to punish the Massachusetts colonists for 

the Boston Tea Party.  

By these acts: the Boston harbour was closed; the self-governance and historic rights of Massachusetts colony 

were taken; the local court affairs were moved to London; British forces arrived and a small territory was cut off 

and given to the catholic Province of Quebec (Canada). Of course the acts led to series of protests in all of the 

Thirteen Colonies and became yet another reason for the outbreak of the American Revolutionary War in 1775. 

 

1774 

May 19th  

New York Committee. 

When it was heard that the port of Boston would be closed, an invitation was posted at the Coffee house on 

Wall street in New York City, a noted place of resort for shipmasters and merchants. It announced that the local 

merchants should meet on May 16th, 1774, at the Fraunces Tavern in Lower Manhattan, to consult on the measures 

needed. At that meeting, with Isaac Low as chairman, they decided to form a fifty-member committee of 

correspondence. On the next day, the locals were informed to gather on a meeting at the Coffee house on May 

19th, at 1:00 PM, in order to choose the committee. At the meeting, the Committee of Fifty-one was confirmed. 

 

1774 

May 20th  



Pennsylvania Committee. 

Pennsylvania colony formed its committee of correspondence at a meeting in Philadelphia. It was formed 

between the lists, proposed by the local radical and conservative political activists. 

 The committee of 19 grew to 43, then to 66, and, finally, to two different groups of 100, between May 1774 

and its dissolution in September 1776.  

One hundred and sixty men participated in one or more of the committees, but only four of them were elected 

in each and every one of them: Thomas Barclay, John Cox, Jr., John Dickinson, and Joseph Reed. 

 

1774 

May 23rd 

The New York Committee met at the Coffee house and appointed Isaac Low as permanent chairman and John 

Alsop as deputy chairman. Then, a subcomittee was formed, which made a letter in response to the letters from 

Boston, calling for a “Congress of Deputies from the Colonies” to be assembled (which became known as the First 

Continental Congress). 

 

1774 

May – October 

Lord Dunmore’s War. 

Dunmore’s War was a conflict between the Colony of Virginia and the Shawnee and Mingo American Indian 

tribes. It was named after the Governor of Virginia during the conflict – John Murray, 4th Earl of Dunmore. 

British colonists were exploring and moving into land south of the Ohio River (modern West Virginia, 

Southwestern Pennsylvania and Kentucky), while American Indians attacked them. 

The war ended soon after Virginia’s victory in the Battle of Point Pleasant on October 10th, 1774, and the 

Indians were forced to recognized the Ohio River as the boundary between Indian lands and the British colonies. 

 

1774 

June 1st  

The House of Burgesses, the colonial legislature of Virginia, approved this date as a day of “Fasting, 

Humiliation and Prayer” in a show of solidarity with the people of Massachusetts. The governor of Virginia, John 

Murray, 4th Earl of Dunmore, reacted by dissolving the Burgesses. 

 



1774 

August 1 – 6th  

First Virginia Convention. 

It was an extralegal meeting of the House of Burgesses, held in Williamsburg, Virginia. In defiance of 

governor’s decision to dissolve the House, the Burgesses moved to Raleigh Tavern, where they constituted 

themselves as the First Virginia Convention on August 1st. The Convention declared its support for the riots in 

Massachusetts and, just as Samuel Adams did in Boston, they called for a congress of the Thirteen Colonies, the 

First Continental Congress, to which delegates were elected. The Convention also banned commerce and payment 

of debts with Britain, pledged supplies to Massachusetts, and elected Peyton Randolph, previously the speaker of 

the House of Burgesses, for its President. On August 6th, just before dissolving, the Convention selected the 

representatives for the Second Virginia Convention.  

 

1774 

September 5th – October 26th  

First Continental Congress.  

The First Continental Congress was a meeting of 56 delegates from twelve of the Thirteen Colonies in 

Carpenters’ Hall in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. It was called in response to the Intolerable Acts, passed by the 

British Parliament for punishment for the Boston Tea Party. Peyton Randolph and Henry Middleton presided the 

event and Charles Thomson, leader of Philadelphia Committee, was Secretary. 

The ideas of the delegates were quite many: The conservatives (Joseph Galloway, John Dickinson, John Jay, 

and Edward Rutledge) wanted to put some pressure on the British Parliament, because of its unfair laws but their 

supreme goal was establishing good relations with London once again. On the other side, delegates like Patrick 

Henry, Roger Sherman, Samuel Adams, and John Adams, wanted for the Congress to produce a decisive statement 

of the rights and liberties of the Colonies, and they wanted reaffirmation of their charters. 

But some of the delegates went even further: Roger Sherman, for example, was brave enough to deny the 

legislative authority of the British Parliament; Patrick Henry wanted a completely new system of government, 

independent from Great Britain, and Joseph Galloway proposed a “Plan of Union”, which included forming of an 

American legislative institution.  

As a result – a compromise was made: The First Continental Congress signed the Continental Association in its 

Declaration and Resolves, which called for a boycott of British goods since December 1st. The local Committees 

of Safety was appointed to control both the boycott and the local prices for goods. A petition was made and sent to 

King George III, but there wasn’t appropriate response. Decision for a Second Continental Congress in May, 1775, 

was taken.    

 

1774 



September 9th  

Suffolk Resolves.  

The so-called Suffolk Resolves was a declaration, made by the leaders of Suffolk County, Massachusetts, for 

continuation of the boycott of import from Britain, until the Intolerable Acts are repealed. 

 

1774 

Early October 

Governor General Thomas Gage dissolved the provincial assembly, then meeting in Salem, under the terms of 

the Government Act. Few days later the members of the assembly met anyway. 

 

1774 

October 7th  

Members of the dissolved provincial assembly in Salem, met in Concord, organizing themselves as a Provincial 

Congress. John Hancock was appointed President and thus, this extralegal body became the de facto government 

of Massachusetts outside of Boston. It assumed all powers to rule the province, collect taxes and raise a militia. 

Hancock sent Paul Revere to the First Continental Congress with the news that Massachusetts had established the 

first autonomous government of the Thirteen Colonies (The North Carolina Provincial Congress met earlier than 

the Massachusetts Congress, but there are arguments that North Carolina’s body did not establish an actual 

government until 1775). 

Until the advent of the American Revolutionary War the congress frequently moved its meeting site, because a 

number of its leaders, including John Hancock and Samuel Adams, were meant to be arrested by the British 

authorities. 

 

1774 

October 10th  

Battle of Point Pleasant. 

It was the only major military event of Lord Dunmore’s War, fought between Virginia militia and Indians from 

the Shawnee and Mingo tribes near modern Point Pleasant, West Virginia. The local natives under the Shawnee 

Chief Cornstalk attacked Virginia militia under Colonel Andrew Lewis, but after a long battle were forced to 

retreat. After the battle, the Virginians marched into the Ohio Valley and Cornstalk agreed to sign a treaty ending 

the war. 

 



1775 

February 9th  

English Parliament declared that Massachusetts is in a state of rebellion and the British garrison received orders 

to disarm the rebels and arrest their leaders. These events led to the Battles of Lexington and Concord on April 

19th, 1775. 

 

1775 

March 20th  

Second Virginia Convention. 

It was a meeting of the Patriot legislature of Virginia which started at St. John’s Episcopal Church in 

Richmond. The delegates were selected by the First Virginia Convention (August, 1774). Peyton Randolph 

continued to be president. The Convention listened to the delegates of the First Continental Congress and selected 

delegates for the Second Continental Congress. Patrick Henry pronounced his famous speech “Give me liberty, or 

give me death!” on March 23rd. Then it was resolved that the colony be “put into a posture of defense”. Patrick 

Henry, Richard Henry Lee, Robert Carter Nicholas, Benjamin Harrison, Lemuel Riddick, George Washington, 

Adam Stephen, Andrew Lewis, William Christian, Edmund Pendleton, Thomas Jefferson, and Isaac Zane, 

Esquires, formed a committee, which had to prepare a plan for the arming of men. The decision for military 

response to Britain’s actions was a step ahead of Massachusetts. According to Patrick Henry the war had already 

began…  

 

1775 

March 23rd  

Patrick Henry, an American attorney, planter, orator, Founding Father, and first and sixth post-colonial 

Governor of Virginia, made his historical declaration at the Second Virginia Convention: “Give me liberty, or give 

me death!” 

 

1775 

April 19th  

Battles of Lexington and Concord.  

The Battles of Lexington and Concord were the first military events of the American Revolutionary War – 

armed conflict between the Kingdom of Great Britain and its thirteen colonies in North America. They were 

fought within the towns of Lexington, Concord, Lincoln, Menotomy (present-day Arlington), and Cambridge, in 

Middlesex County, Province of Massachusetts Bay.  



The Colonial government of Massachusetts ruled the colony outside of British-controlled Boston. The British 

government declared Massachusetts “in a state of rebellion” in February 1775, and ordered to the British Army in 

Boston (700 men) to capture the military supplies, stored by the Massachusetts local militia at Concord.   

 

 

The first shots were fired at sunrise in Lexington. Eight militiamen were killed by the British and the militia fell 

back. Then the British army went to Concord in search for the supplies, but they met  400 militiamen at the North 

Bridge in Concord and were forced to march back to Boston. More militiamen continued to arrive from 

neighboring towns. The British force of about 1700 men marched back to Boston under heavy fire and reached the 

safety of Charlestown. The accumulated militias blockaded the accesses to Charlestown and Boston and the Siege 

of Boston began. 

 

1775 

May 10th 

Capture of Fort Ticonderoga. 

During the American Revolutionary War small unit of Green Mountain Boys, led by Ethan Allen and Colonel 

Benedict Arnold, prevail over a small British garrison and looted the fort. The captured weapons were used on 

Dorchester Heights and helped to force the British out of Boston. 

After this, several other forts were raided – the nearby Fort Crown Point (on May 11th) and Fort Saint-Jean on 

the Richelieu River in southern Quebec (on May 18th), and lotta weapons, including cannons and other military 

supplies were seized. 

These small victories helped for breaking of communication between northern and southern units of the British 

Army, and gave the Continental Army a good place to start the invasion of Quebec later in 1775.  

  

1775 



May 10th – March 6th, 1781 

Second Continental Congress. 

The Second Continental Congress was a convention of delegates from the Thirteen British Colonies in North 

America, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. It succeeded the First Continental Congress (Philadelphia, September 5th - 

October 26th, 1774).  

Shortly after the work of the Congress had started, John Adams, a delegate from Massachusetts, lawyer, 

diplomat, political theorist, leader of the movement for American independence and, later, first Vice President 

(1789 – 1797) and second President of the United States (1797 – 1801), took the position that the Congress should 

immediately recommend to the people of every colony to elect their own conventions of representatives and set up 

governments of their own. 

The Second Congress managed the Revolutionary War and moved the society towards independence. It voted 

for acceptance of the independence section of Lee Resolution, thus establishing new independent countries – 

States, out of the former thirteen British colonies in America, on July 2nd, 1776; and it approved by signatures 

“The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America”, known as the United States’ Declaration of 

Independence, on July 4th, 1776. The Congress acted as national government of the United States by raising 

armies, making strategy and treaties and appointing diplomats. 

Of all colonies, only Georgia (once again) did not send delegates to the Congress. The delegates, many of 

which attended the first meeting, appointed the same president – Peyton Randolph, and secretary Charles 

Thomson. Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania and John Hancock of Massachusetts were among the most notable 

new members. After only two weeks Randolph was summoned back to Virginia to preside over the House of 

Burgesses. Several weeks later he was replaced in the Virginia delegation by Thomas Jefferson. Hancock became 

the next president on May 24th. 

On July 4th in Georgia was held a Provincial Congress, which purpose was to decide how the colony should 

react to the American Revolution. This local congress decided (on July 8th) to send delegates to the Continental 

Congress and they arrived in Philadelphia on July 20th. 

 

1775 

June 13th  

The colonial militia besieging Boston learned that the British want to send troops from the city to fortify the 

hills around it, in order to gain control over the harbor. The Battle of Bunker Hill followed…  

 

1775 

June 14th  

The Second Continental Congress created the Continental Army. Samuel Adams and John Adams nominated 

George Washington as supreme commander. 



 

1775 

June 15th  

George Washington was unanimously elected and appointed as General and Commander-in-chief of the 

Continental Army. He appeared at the Congress in military uniform and declined salary. 

 

1775 

June 17th  

Battle of Bunker Hill. 

The Battle of Bunker Hill was fought in the early stages of American Revolutionary War, during the Siege of 

Boston. It was named after Bunker Hill in Charlestown, Massachusetts, which the two armies – the colonial and 

the British, wanted to conquer. 

Colonial forces (around 1200 men), under the command of William Prescott, occupied Bunker Hill and Breed’s 

Hill. They also fortified Breed’s Hill and several lines across the Charlestown Peninsula. 

In the morning of June 17th, the British attacked the colonial forces but were twice repulsed. Their third attack 

took over the fortification on Breed’s Hill, where the colonists ran out of ammunition.  

The British took control over the Peninsula and the colonial army retreated to Cambridge over Bunker Hill. 

Although won by the British troops, this first major battle of the American Revolution proved that the local forces 

were already strong enough to face the British in open combat. 

 

1775 

July 6th  

Declaration on the Causes and Necessity of Taking Up Arms. 

The Declaration of the Causes and Necessity of Taking Up Arms was a document, issued by the Second 

Continental Congress in explanation why the Thirteen Colonies had taken up arms in what had become the 

American Revolutionary War.  

 

1775 

July 

During that time, Benjamin Franklin proposed for the very first time a plan for the future Constitution of the 

colonies. The delegates of the Congress were far from the idea for independence and delayed his plan.  



 

1775 

The first recorded European landing on what is now State of Washington coast. It was made by the Spanish 

Captain Don Bruno de Heceta, who led a two-ship flotilla – Santiago and Sonora. He claimed the coastal lands of 

Prince William Sound for Spain. He did it according to the Treaty of Tordesillas, which made the Pacific a 

“Spanish lake” and all its shores part of the Spanish Empire. 

 

1775 

The Kumeyaay at the Mission of San Diego revolted, burning the mission and killing one of the priests. In 

1776, the Spanish Franciscans selected a number of Ohlone and Costanoan Indians to be flogged and threatened 

with execution. The action intended to stop any resistance to their missionary activities. 

 

1776 

January 5th  

New Hampshire became the first of the British North American colonies, which established an independent 

from the Kingdom of Great Britain’s authority government, and accepted its own state constitution. The 

Constitution of New Hampshire was accepted by a convention, or “congress”, which assembled at Exeter on 

December 21st, 1775, in accordance with a recommendation from the Continental Congress.  

 

1776 

January 10th  

“Common Sense”, a pamphlet written by Thomas Paine in 1775 – 1776 on the need of independence from 

Great Britain and addressed to the people in the Thirteen Colonies, was published anonymously at the beginning 

of the American Revolution. It had an immediate success and was sold and distributed widely and read aloud at 

taverns and meeting places. In proportion to the population of the colonies at that time – 2.5 million, it had the 

largest sale and circulation of any book published in American history. In the beginning of 21st century it remains 

the all-time best selling title, and is still in print. 

 

1776 

March 4th  

General George Washington ordered American Brigadier General John Thomas to secretly lead 800 soldiers 

and 1200 workers to Dorchester Heights (hills overlooking Boston city from the south) and to fortify the area. For 

one night, more than a dozen cannons from Fort Ticonderoga had been brought within the Dorchester Heights 



fortifications. Americans won over the British forces and the Congress sent a golden medal to General 

Washington.  

 

1775 map of Boston  

 

1776 

March 17th  

Evacuation Day. 

On this day, the British troops were forced to leave Boston, after General George Washington’s successful 

placement of fortifications and cannons on Dorchester Heights. Realizing that their position became indefensible, 

11000 British troops and 1000 loyalists departed Boston by ship, sailing to Halifax, Nova Scotia. The bloodless 



liberation of Boston by General Washington’s Continental army brought an end to the eight-year British 

occupation of the city. 

 

1776 

March 26th  

The Constitution of South Carolina was signed by the Provincial Congress of South Carolina. 

 

1776 

Spring  

Vergennes, the Foreign Secretary of the French King Louis XVI, saw an opportunity to weaken France’s enemy 

– Great Britain, by supporting the American Revolution. King Louis XVI was persuaded by Pierre Beaumarchais 

to send supplies, ammunition, and guns to the rebels secretly. 

 

1776 

May 4th  

Rhode Island became the first of the thirteen colonies, which renounced its allegiance to the British Crown. 

 

1776 

May 10th and 15th  

Continental Congress’ Resolution of May 10th and 15th, 1776. 

The Continental Congress’ Resolution of May 10th and 15th, 1776, is an important document, voted by the 

Second Continental Congress, because of the need for establishing local governments in the colonies.    

When King George III declared that the colonies are outside of his protection and authorized military force to 

subdue them in October 1775, this royal act broke the English constitutional principle that the allegiance of the 

subjects to the king depends on the king’s protection of his subjects. So the need for local government in the 

colonies became obvious…  

The Congress approved this resolution in two parts: First, the brief main text was accepted unanimously on 

May 10th. It urged the “respective assemblies and conventions of the United Colonies” to establish governments in 

a form that would “best conduce to the happiness and safety of their constituents.”   

Then, John Adams introduced a special preamble on May 15th. This new paragraph cleared that Congress’s 

recommendation was based on the lack of reasonable reactions from the King of England to all the petitions sent 



by the colonists. It stated that all of the authorities of London should be neglected and the new local government 

should rule on the will of the colonists and take better care for their lives. The preamble was accepted by six of the 

colonies, four were against it, and Maryland representatives left the debate.   

Here’s the whole text of the combined May resolution: 

“Whereas his Britannic Majesty, in conjunction with the lords and commons of Great Britain, the crown of 

Great Britain, has, by a late act of Parliament, excluded the inhabitants of these United Colonies from the 

protection of his crown; And whereas, no answer, whatever, to the humble petitions of the colonies for redress of 

grievances and reconciliation with Great Britain, has been or is likely to be given; but the whole force of that 

kingdom, aided by foreign mercenaries, is to be exerted for the destruction of the good people of these colonies; 

And whereas, it appears absolutely irreconcileable to reason and good Conscience, for the people of these colonies 

now to take the oaths and affirmations necessary for the support of any government under the crown of Great 

Britain, and it is necessary that the exercise of every kind of authority under the said crown should be totally 

suppressed, and all the powers of government exerted, under the authority of the people of the colonies, for the 

preservation of internal peace, virtue, and good order, as well as for the defense of their lives, liberties, and 

properties, against the hostile invasions and cruel depredations of their enemies; therefore: 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the respective assemblies and conventions of the United Colonies, where 

no government sufficient to the exigencies of their affairs have been hitherto established, to adopt such 

government as shall, in the opinion of the representatives of the people, best conduce to the happiness and safety 

of their constituents in particular, and America in general.” 

 

1776 

June 7th 

Acting under the instruction of the Virginia Convention, Richard Henry Lee of Virginia introduced a resolution 

in the Second Continental Congress proposing independence for the colonies. It contained three parts: a 

declaration of independence, a call to form foreign alliances, and a plan for confederation. Here’s an image of the 

complete resolution in Richard Henry Lee’s own handwriting. 



 

It says: “Resolved, That these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent States, that 

they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the 

State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved. 

That it is expedient forthwith to take the most effectual measures for forming foreign Alliances. 

That a plan of confederation be prepared and transmitted to the respective Colonies for their consideration and 

approbation.” 

The affirmative votes of twelve of the colonies are at the right. New York cast no vote until the newly elected 

New York Convention upheld the Declaration of Independence on July 9th, 1776. 

 

1776 

June 10th  



The Second Continental Congress voted for the official statement for Independence to be delayed for three 

more weeks – until July 1st, in order for the delegates to get the instructions needed. Seven of the colonies voted 

for this decision, five were against it.  

 

1776 

June 11th  

Committee of Five. 

The Congress appointed three committees in response to the Lee Resolution: one to draft a declaration of 

independence, a second to make a plan for forming foreign alliances, and a third to prepare the form of a 

confederation. 

The Committee of Five of the Second Continental Congress was a group of five men: John Adams, 

representative of Massachusetts, who later became the second U. S. President; Thomas Jefferson, representative of 

Virginia, who became the third U. S. President; Benjamin Franklin, representative of Pennsylvania, known as one 

of the most famous of the Founding Fathers and the first U. S. Minister to France; Roger Sherman, representative 

of Connecticut, the only person who signed all four of the U. S. state papers: the Continental Association, the 

Declaration, the Articles of Confederation, and the Constitution; and Robert Livingston, representative of New 

York, who negotiated the Louisiana Purchase as the Minister to France.  

The committee operated from June 11th until July 5th, when the Declaration of Independence was published.    

The other two plans of Lee Resolution were delayed: The plan for making treaties was not approved until 

September, and the plan of confederation was delayed until November 1777. 

 

1776 

June 11th – 28th  

Work of the Committee of Five. 

The leader in pushing for independence - John Adams, had persuaded the Committee of Five to select Thomas 

Jefferson to compose the original draft of the document. Jefferson wrote the draft of the Declaration for seventeen 

days. He then consulted the others and made some changes, and then produced another copy incorporating these 

alterations. Among the changes was the simplification of the phrase “Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness”, 

which Jefferson had phrased “preservation of life, & liberty, & the pursuit of happiness.”  



 

 

1776 

June 12th  

Virginia Declaration of Rights. 

The Virginia Declaration of Rights is a document, written by George Mason (primary), Thomas Ludwell Lee, 

Robert Carter Nicholas, and James Madison, and adopted unanimously by the Fifth Virginia Convention at 

Williamsburg, Virginia on June 12th, 1776, which proclaimed the inherent rights of men, including the right to 

reform or abolish “inadequate” government. In 1830, the Declaration of Rights was incorporated within the 

Virginia State Constitution as Article I. 

The Declaration was the first modern Constitutional protection of individual rights for citizens of North 

America. Although Mason partialy based it on the English Bill of Rights (1689) and the writings of John Locke, it 



rejected the notion of privileged political classes or hereditary offices, such as the members of Parliament and 

House of Lords, described in the English Bill of Rights (Article 4). 

Besides that the Declaration affirmed the inherent nature of rights to life, liberty, property, and pursuing and 

obtaining happiness and safety, it also described the Government as the servant of the people (!), and enumerated 

the separation of the three main ruling columns of the state: the administration, legislature, and judiciary (Article 

5-6). So, already before the Constitution, the VDR included an abstract principle - of pursuing happiness and 

safety, as a point, upon which, the government should be run (!). 

All men were declared “by nature equally free and independent”, and with “certain inherent rights of which . . . 

they cannot deprive or divest their posterity; namely, the enjoyment of life and liberty, with the means of acquiring 

and possessing property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety” in Article 1, remarkably, as part of the 

interactions between the society and its government (!). 

This particular statement was later made internationally famous due to its presence in the first paragraph of the 

U. S. Declaration of Independence, where it sounds like: “…we hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 

are created equal, and are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are Life, 

Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” 

It’s also worth noticing the revolutionary concepts like “all power is vested in, and consequently derived from, 

the people...” and “whenever any government shall be found inadequate or contrary to these purposes, a majority 

of the community hath an indubitable, unalienable, and indefeasible right to reform, alter or abolish it, in such 

manner as shall be judged most conducive to the public weal.” (In Article 2-3) 

Articles 7–16 declared restrictions on the powers of the government (it cannot suspend or execute laws without 

consent of the representatives of the people), judical and other protections for the citizens, freedom of the press 

(Article 12 is the first ever codification of the right to a free press and was an important precursor to the First 

Amendment to the U. S. Constitution), and freedom of religion. 

 

1776 

June 28th  

The Committee of Five presented the document to Congress for review. The whole title of the document was 

“A Declaration by the Representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress assembled”. Their 

action was commemorated by one of the most famous paintings in US history made by John Trumbull. 



 

After accepting Lee’s passage on the independence on July 2nd, and after making some changes, the Congress 

approved “The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America”, known as the Declaration of 

Independence, on July 4th. 

 

1776 

June 29th  

The Constitution of Virginia was signed by a Convention, composed of forty-five members of the colonial 

House of Burgesses, which met at Williamsburg on May 6th, and also issued The Virginia Declaration of Rights, 

on June 12th. 

 

1776 

July 1st  

The debate on the Lee Resolution was resumed in the Congress as planned, with a majority of the delegates 

favoring the resolution. They thought it of utmost importance that the independence must be unanimously 

proclaimed. To ensure this, they delayed the final vote until July 2nd. 



 

1776 

July 2nd 

The colonies became independent States. 

The Second Continental Congress, assembled in Philadelphia, adopted the first part of Richard Henry Lee’s 

resolution – for independence from Great Britain. The vote was unanimous, twelve colonial delegations voted in 

favor of it, with the New York delegates abstaining, unsure of how their constituents would wish them to vote. 

According to John Adams, July 2nd had to be celebrated as the most memorable epoch in the history of 

America. Instead, the day has been largely forgotten in favor of July 4th, when Jefferson’s edited Declaration of 

Independence was adopted. And it was right, because Lee Resolution formed independent States, which means 

that each colony was an independent country for two days. Until, the Declaration announced the name of the new 

unified country – United States.  

 

1776 

July 2nd  

The constitution of New Jersey was signed by a convention, assembled in accordance with the recommendation 

of the Continental Congress, in session at Burlington, Trenton, and New Brunswick, from May 26th until July 2nd . 

Its publication was ordered by the convention on July 3rd, 1776.  The legislature of New Jersey amended this 

constitution on September 20th, 1777, and the words “State” and “States” were used, instead of “colony” and 

“colonies”.  

 

1776 

July 3rd  

The Committee of the Whole (the Congress) gave the Declaration of Independence a third reading and 

commenced scrutiny on the precise wording of the proposed text. Two key point passages in the Committee of 

Five’s draft were rejected by the Committee of the Whole: a critical reference to the English people and the 

denunciation of the slave trade and of slavery itself. The text of the Declaration was otherwise accepted without 

any other major changes. 

The main author of the text – Thomas Jefferson wrote in his autobiography, of the two deleted passages: “The 

pusillanimous idea that we had friends in England worth keeping terms with still haunted the minds of many. For 

this reason, those passages which conveyed censures on the people of England were struck out, lest they should 

give them offense. The clause, too, reprobating the enslaving the inhabitants of Africa was struck out in 

complaisance to South Carolina and Georgia, who had never attempted to restrain the importation of slaves, and 

who, on the contrary, still wished to continue it. Our Northern brethren also, I believe, felt a little tender under 



these censures, for though their people had very few slaves themselves, yet they had been pretty considerable 

carriers of them to others. 

The text’s formal adoption was deferred until the following morning. 

 

1776 

July 4th 

The late morning. 

United States Declaration of Independence adopted.  

The United States Declaration of Independence is the statement, signed and adopted by the congressional 

representatives of the Thirteen Colonies of the Second Continental Congress meeting at the Pennsylvania State 

House in Philadelphia. 

 

It officially announced that the thirteen American colonies, which were at war with the Kingdom of Great 

Britain at that time, would regard themselves as thirteen independent United States, no longer under British rule.  

The declaration was signed by representatives from New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and 

Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, North 

Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia.  



 

United States’ National Holiday – The Independence Day, is celebrated on July 4th, the date that the Declaration 

of Independence was approved. 



After the Congress ratified the Declaration of Independence, it issued it in several forms. It was printed, widely 

distributed and read to the public. Thomas Jefferson’s original document with some changes made by John Adams 

and Benjamin Franklin and with Jefferson’s notes of changes made by the Congress, is now preserved at the 

Library of Congress.  

One engrossed copy, ordered by the Congress on July 19th and signed on August 2nd, is displayed at the 

National Archives in Washington, D. C. 

The U. S. Declaration of Independence became a famous statement on human rights, especially its second 

sentence: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness”. It 

inspired many similar documents in other countries and served as the primary model for numerous declarations of 

independence all over the world. 

 

1776 

July 9th 

New York endorsed the Declaration of Independence. 

 

1776 

July 10th  

A convention was assembled at White Plains for accepting The New York State Constitution, and it worked, 

including in Kingston, until Sunday evening, April 20th, 1777, when the new constitution, drafted by John Jay, was 

approved. 

 

1776 

August 14th  

The Delegates of Maryland, in free and full Convention assembled in the city of Annapolis, agreed on A 

Declaration of Rights, and the Constitution and Form of Government.  

 

1776 

August 27th  

Battle of Long Island. 

Also known as the Battle of Brooklyn and the Battle of Brooklyn Heights, it was the first major battle (and the 

largest, as for the troops involved) of the American Revolutionary War, after the United States declared its 



independence on July 4th. It was won by the British Army, which gave them control over the city of New York 

until the end of the war. 

 

The British, under the command of General William Howe, landed in July on the Staten Island, where they 

grew in numbers to 32000. They attacked the Continental Army of George Washington on the Guan Heights and 

forced it to retreat to Brooklyn Heights, and after several more defeats – to New Jersey and Pennsylvania. 

 

1776 

September 10th  

Constitution of Delaware. 

The constitution of Delaware was made by a Convention, assembled at New Castle on August 27th,  in 

accordance with the recommendation of the Continental Congress that the people of the colonies should form 

independent State Governments. It was signed by George Read, President and attested by James Booth, Secretary. 

It was proclaimed on September 21st. 

 

1776 

September 28th  

Pennsylvania Constitution.  

The Pennsylvania Constitution was ratified by a convention, assembled at Philadelphia on July 15th, which 

completed its labors on September 28th. It was drafted by Benjamin Franklin, Robert Whitehill, Timothy 
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Matlack, Dr. Thomas Young, George Bryan, and James Cannon. The office of the governor was entirely eliminated 

and a unicameral (where the legislature only had one body) government was appointed to rule the State. The 

Pennsylvania Constitution has been often described as the most democratic in America. For example, it abolished 

property requirements for voting as well as for holding office.  

 

1776 

October 1st  

A convention was assembled at Savannah, Georgia. It unanimously agreed on a State constitution on February 

5th, 1777. 

 

1776 

December 

The British occupied Newport, Rhode Island.  

 

1776 

December 18th 

The Constitution of North Carolina was signed by a Congress, elected and chosen for that particular purpose, 

which assembled at Halifax on November 12th and completed its labors on December 18th. 

 

1776 

December 

Benjamin Franklin landed in France, appointed by the Congress on a diplomatic mission to sign a friendly 

treaty between the two countries. He lived in the Parisian suburb of Passy, in a home, donated by Jacques-

Donatien Le Ray de Chaumont, supporter of the United States. Franklin remained in France until 1785 and had a 

great success, which included securing a military alliance (1778) and negotiating the Treaty of Paris in 1783. 

 

1776 

December 25th – 26th  

George Washington’s crossing of the Delaware River. 
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George Washington’s crossing of the Delaware River on the night of December 25th – 26th was a strategic move 

during the American Revolutionary War. It was the first move in a surprise attack, organized by General 

Washington against the Hessian forces of Johann Rall in Trenton, New Jersey, on the morning of December 26th. 

Because the river was icy, the crossing proved dangerous and two of the detachments were unable to cross the 

river. That left Washington with only 2400 men, 3000 less than planned. This force marched 9 miles (14.5 km.) 

south to Trenton. 

  

 

1776 

December 26th  

Battle of Trenton. 

It was a small but pivotal battle of the American Revolutionary War, which took place on the morning of 

December 26th in Trenton, New Jersey. After a short battle most of the Hessians troops surrendered to 

Washington’s army. Almost two thirds of the 1500-man garrison was captured. The battle significantly boosted the 



Continental Army’s morale, which was needed after the loss of New York, and also inspired re-enlistments among 

the colonists, which guaranteed further success. 

 

1776 

December 31st  

Kentucky established. 

The territory of Virginia beyond the Appalachian Mountains was established as Kentucky County by the 

Virginia General Assembly. On June 30th, 1780, it was divided into Fayette, Jefferson, and Lincoln counties. 

 

1777 

January 2nd  

Battle of the Assunpink Creek, also known as the Second Battle of Trenton. 

George Washington’s forces defeated British reinforcements under Lord Cornwallis at Trenton on January 2nd, 

1777, defeated his rear guard at Princeton on January 3rd, and retreated to winter quarters in Morristown, New 

Jersey. 



 

 

1777 

January 3rd  

Battle of Princeton. 

Brigadier General Hugh Mercer of the Continental Army clashed with British forces under the command of 

Lieutenant Colonel Charles Mawhood. When Mercer’s troops were overrun, and he was wounded, Washington 

sent a brigade under Brigadier General John Cadwalader to help them. Then it was needed for Washington himself 

to ride up with reinforcements and rallied the fleeing militia. He personally led the attack on Mawhood’s troops, 

which were forced to flee to Cornwallis in Trenton. 

After their third defeat in only ten days, the British evacuated southern New Jersey. Morale rose in the 

American forces and more men began to enlist in the army. The battle of Princeton was the last major action of 

Washington’s winter New Jersey campaign. 

 



1777 

January 15th  

Representatives of the New Hampshire Grants declared the independence of Vermont in Westminster. For the 

first six months of its existence, it was called the Republic of New Connecticut. 

 

1777 

February 5th  

The convention in Savannah unanimously agreed on Georgia’s constitution.  

 

1777 

April 20th  

The Constitution of New York was signed at the Convention of the Representatives of the State of New York in 

Kingston. 

 

1777 

April 25th – 27th  

British forces attacked Danbury, Connecticut, and destroyed the supplies of the Continental Army there. 

Continental Army troops, led by General David Wooster and General Benedict Arnold, fought them on their return 

march at Ridgefield (April 27th). The campaign was a small success for Britain, but it raised the support for the 

local Patriots.  

 

1777 

June 2nd 

A second convention, of 72 delegates, in Westminster chose the name Vermont for the new State, known for 

the previous six months as New Connecticut. 

 

1777 

July 4th  



The Constitution of Vermont was drafted at the Windsor Tavern, signed on July 8th, and took effect until 1786. 

It banned adult slavery, and thus became the first written constitution in North America, which partially banned 

slavery. 

 

1777 

July 30th  

George Clinton was inaugurated as the first Governor of New York at Kingston. 

 

1777 

Summer – October 13th  

Kingston as capital of New York State.  

In the time when the New York State constitution was written (summer of 1777), New York City was occupied 

by British troops and Albany, then the second largest city and capital of the newly independent State of New York, 

was under threat of attack, so the  seat of government was moved to Kingston. The British never reached to 

Albany, having been stopped at Saratoga, but they burned Kingston on October 13th. The residents and 

government officials fled to Hurley, New York.  

 

1777 

September 19th & October 7th  

Battles of Saratoga. 

The Battles of Saratoga were decisive victories for the Americans over the British in the American 

Revolutionary War.  

The large British army of General John Burgoyne invated from Canada. It moved southward to the Champlain 

Valley, where two other British armies were expected, but they never arrived.  

The forces of Burgoyne were surrounded by the local patriots and after two small battles, 9 miles (14 km.) 

south of Saratoga, New York, they were forced to surrender in Saratoga (now Schuylerville) on October 17th.  



 



 

 

1777 

November 15th  

Articles of Confederation. 

The Articles of Confederation were approved, after much debate, between July 1776 and November 1777, by 

the Second Continental Congress, and sent to each state for ratification. 



The Articles were an agreement among the thirteen original states of the United States of America that served 

as its first constitution. They came into force on March 1st, 1781, after being ratified by all thirteen states.  

A guiding principle of the Articles was to preserve the independence and sovereignty of the states. The federal 

government received only those powers which the colonies had recognized as belonging to king and parliament. 

The Congress was made sole authority of the new national government. It was renamed Congress of the 

Confederation, but Americans continued to call it the Continental Congress, since its organization remained the 

same. 

The Articles were in use until March 4th, 1789, when the government under the Articles was replaced with 

federal government under the Constitution, led by a President.   

 

1777 

The seat of government for California under Spanish and later Mexican rule had been located in Monterey until 

1845. 

    

1778      

February 6th 

Treaty of Alliance. 

The Treaty of Alliance with France (also known as Franco-American Treaty) was a defensive alliance between 

France and the United States of America, formed in the midst of the American Revolutionary War, which 

promised mutual military support.  

Delegates of King Louis XVI of France and the Second Continental Congress, who represented the United 

States at this time, signed the two treaties along with a separate and secret clause dealing with future Spanish 

involvement, at the Hôtel de Coislin (4, Place de la Concorde) in Paris. The American Revolution became a world 

war. 

The alliance was planned to endure indefinitely into the future but it remained only until the 1800 Treaty of 

Mortefontaine. It was first annulled by the United States Congress in 1793, when George Washington gave his 

Neutrality Proclamation speech, in which he stated that his country will not involve in the French Revolution. 

 

1778 

March 19th  

The Constitution of South Carolina was signed by the general assembly of South Carolina and became 

authorative in November. It was soon afterwards declared by the supreme court of South Carolina that both the 

constitution of 1776 and the constitution of 1778 are simply acts of the general assembly, which that body could 

repeal or amend at pleasure. 



The Constitution of 1778 created new rules, very different from these in Pennsylvania for example. In South 

Carolina, white men had to possess a significant amount of property to vote, and they had to own even more 

property to be allowed to run for political office. These property requirements were so high that 90 percent of all 

white adults were prevented from running for political office. 

 

1778 

July 4th  

Illinois Country, a political and geographic region, part of the British Province of Quebec, was claimed for 

Virginia by George Rogers Clark of the Virginia Militia, during the Illinois Campaign of the American 

Revolutionary War. It was formally recognized by the Commonwealth of Virginia later that year. 

 

 

1778 

August 29th  

The battle of Rhode Island. 

The first African-American military unit – the 1st Rhode Island Regiment was formed in Portsmouth, RI. It 

fought for the U. S. in one unsuccessful battle against the British forces.  

 



1778 

September 14th  

Benjamin Franklin was appointed American representative in France.  

 

1778 

December 

The British had captured Savannah, Georgia. 

 

1778 

Winter of 1778 – 1779  

General George Washington decided to split the Continental Army into three divisions in a way that they can 

encircle New York City, where British General Sir Henry Clinton had taken up winter quarters.  

Major General Israel Putnam chose Redding for winter encampment for his 3000 troops. The Redding 

encampment allowed them to support any operations along Long Island Sound and the Hudson River Valley. They 

endured supply shortages, cold temperatures, and significant snow.  

 

1778 

British explorer Captain James Cook sighted Cape Flattery (the northwesternmost point of the present-day 

USA), at the entrance to the Strait of Juan de Fuca. 

 

1779 

February 25th  

George Rogers Clark of the Virginia Militia captured Kaskaskia and Vincennes from the British forces. During 

the war, he managed to cut off British troops, who were attacking the eastern colonists from the west. Virginia laid 

claim to the whole of the Old Northwest and named it Illinois County, Virginia. Later, in 1784, Virginia ceded its 

land claims to the federal government. 

 

1779 

June 18th – October 3rd  

Sullivan Expedition. 



Sullivan Expedition was a military campaign, led by Major General John Sullivan and Brigadier General James 

Clinton, from Easton, Pennsylvania, to Fort Sullivan at Tioga.  

The campaign forced all the native Indians in New York State to move to the British regions in Canada, beyond 

Fort Niagara. There was only one major battle – at Newtown, but a lotta work was done in destructing the crops 

and the villages of the Iroquois Confederacy.  

 

1779 

July  

British army led by General William Tryon raided New Haven, Norwalk, and Fairfield on the Connecticut 

coast. 

 

1779 

September 1st – October 30th 

The elected representatives of Massachusetts met at a special constitutional convention in Cambridge, for to 

decide the best framework for the new state government. John Adams was appointed to write the Constitution of 

Massachusetts. 

 

1779 

September 27th  

 John Adams was appointed to negotiate peace with England.   

 

1779 

October  

 The British abandoned Newport and concentrated their forces in New York City. 

 

1779 

Philip Freneau’s “House of Night” was first published in “United States Magazine”. It is known as the most 

remarkable poem written in America up to its time, one of the first romantic poems written and published in 

America, and the first book of the American gothic/horror style, later developed by Charles Brockden Brown, 

Washington Irving, Edgar Allan Poe, Howard P. Lovecraft, and Stephen King. 



Philip Freneau was a poet, nationalist, polemicist, newspaper editor and “Poet of the American Revolution”. He 

subsequently expanded “House” to about twice its original size and published it again in 1786. 

   

      

1780 

The Pennsylvania Gradual Abolition Act made Pennsylvania the first state to abolish slavery by statute. 

 

1780 

March 29th – May 12th  

The Siege of Charleston, South Carolina. 

A major engagement during the American Revolutionary War. After the British were defeated in the north and 

forced to withdraw from Philadelphia, they tried to strike the southern states. After approximately six weeks of 

siege, Major General Benjamin Lincoln, commanding the Charleston garrison, formally surrendered 3371 men to 

the British.  



 

 

1780 

June 15th  

The Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the fundamental governing document of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, was approved. Its author, John Adams, insisted that the document should refer 

to the state as “commonwealth”. The Constitution became effective on October 25th. It remains the oldest 

functioning constitution in continuous effect in the world. Only the Constitution of San Marino has sections that 

are older and still in force.  

 

1780 

June 30th  

Kentucky County, established in 1776, was divided into Fayette, Jefferson, and Lincoln counties.  

 

1780 



July 10th  

An expedition of 5500 French troops under the command of Count Rochambeau, arrived in Newport by sea. 

The march to Yorktown, Virginia in 1781 ended with the defeat of the British at the Siege of Yorktown and the 

Battle of the Chesapeake. 

 

1780 

September 23rd 

Plans discovered, indicating Benedict Arnold intends to turn traitor and surrender West Point. Benedict Arnold 

joined the British.   

 

1780 

October 7th  

The Battle of Kings Mountain. 

A military engagement between Patriot and Loyalist militias in South Carolina, during the Southern Campaign 

of the American Revolutionary War. It took place 9 miles (14 km.) south of the present-day town of Kings 

Mountain, North Carolina, in what is now Cherokee County, South Carolina. The Patriot militia surprisingly 

defeated the Loyalist’s forces. As a result, the British General Cornwallis lost Loyalists’ support and was forced to 

abandon his plan to invade North Carolina and retreated into South Carolina. The battle has been described as “the 

war’s largest all-American fight”.  

 

1781 

January 17th  

Battle of Cowpens. 

It was fought between American forces (2000 men) under Brigadier General Daniel Morgan and British forces 

(1000 men) under Sir Banastre Tarleton, as part of the campaign in the Carolinas.  

The battle of Cowpens was a turning point in the American reconquest of South Carolina. With the British 

defeat at King’s Mountain in the northwest corner of South Carolina, this action compelled Cornwallis to pursue 

the main southern American army into North Carolina and he was eventually defeated at the Siege of Yorktown in 

Virginia, in October 1781. 

 

1781 

March 1st  



The Articles of Confederation became effective, after being ratified by all thirteen states (about its main 

principles – see November 15th, 1777).  This document was the basis of the national government of the U. S. 

during the American Revolutionary War, and was in force until March 4th, 1789, when the government under the 

Articles was replaced with the federal government under the Constitution and a President as its leader was 

appointed. 

 

1781 

March 1st 

The Second Continental Congress was renamed to Congress of the Confederation. The Americans continued to 

call it Continental Congress, because its functions weren’t changed. 

 

1781 

September 5th  

Battle of the Chesapeake. 

Also known as the Battle of the Virginia Capes, it was a crucial naval battle in the American Revolutionary 

War that took place near the mouth of Chesapeake Bay. It was fought between a British fleet, led by Rear Admiral 

Sir Thomas Graves, and a French fleet led by Rear Admiral Francois Joseph Paul, the Comte de Grasse.  

Admiral De Grasse chose the place of the battle – Virginia’s coast, instead of New York. He had 24 ships. The 

British followed him from New York to the South with 19 ships. At the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay they were 

repeled and forced to get back to New York, where they weren’t able to gather support for Cornwallis.  



 



So, the French won the battle and they stopped the British Royal Navy from reinforcing or evacuating the 

besieged forces of Lieutenant General Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, Virginia. Once gaining control of the sea 

lanes, the French became able to provide the Franco-American army with siege artillery and French 

reinforcements for the final battle – the Siege of Yorktown.  

 

1781 

September 6th  

The Battle of Groton Heights.  

Also known as the Battle of Fort Griswold (the Fort stands in Groton Heights above New London, 

Connecticut), this was a battle of the American Revolutionary War, fought between a small Connecticut militia, 

led by William Ledyard and the more numerous British forces, led by General Benedict Arnold.  

The British burned New London, Connecticut and overtook the Fort, where they massacred the defenders, in an 

unsuccessful attempt to divert General George Washington from marching against Lord Cornwallis’s army in 

Virginia.  

This battle was the last major military encounter of the American Revolutionary war in the northern United 

States. It was followed by the the last major land battle of the war, in the North America in general – the Battle of 

Yorktown, Virginia (October 19th), where the defenders of Fort Griswold were avenged as the Marquis de 

Lafayette yelled “Remember Ft. Griswold!”, as American and French forces stormed the British Army. 

 

1781 

October 14th  

General Washington sent two columns to attack the last major remaining British outer defenses in the battle at 

Yorktown, Virginia. An American column, under Alexander Hamilton, took Redoubt №10 and a French column, 

under Wilhelm of the Palatinate-Zweibrücken, took Redoubt №9. With these defenses taken, and the American 

artillery closer with its bombardment more intense than ever, the British began to lose the battle.  



 

 

1781 

October 17th  

General Cornwallis asked for capitulation terms for British surrender at Yorktown. 

 

1781 

October 19th  

The last major land battle of the American Revolutionary War in North America – the Battle of Yorktown, 

Virginia ended. The American Continental Army, led by General George Washington, and French Army, led by 

the Comte de Rochambeau, achieved decisive victory over the British Army of General Charles Cornwallis. After 

two days of negotiation, the surrender ceremony confirmed the captivity of more than 7000 British soldiers. Thus, 

major negotiations between the United States and Great Britain for ending of the war became necessary.  



The surrender of General Cornwallis did not end the Revolutionary War. It was a pivotal point, but hostilities 

continued for two more years. The British still had tens of thousands of soldiers on the continent. There were 

numerous conflicts with them, after Cornwallis’ surrender, and even more with their Indian allies. A preliminary 

peace treaty was signed a year later – on November 30th, 1782.  

 

1782 

February 27th  

English Parliament voted against further war in America. 

 

1782 

April 

Peace negotiations between USA and Great Britain began. They continued through the whole summer. 

Representing the United States were Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, John Jay, and Henry Laurens. Great Britain 

was represented by David Hartley and Richard Oswald.  

The U. S. representatives demanded full recognition by Britain, of their newly formed country as a sovereign 

nation. They wanted removal of all British troops from its territory and fishing rights as far north as 

Newfoundland. At first, Britain wanted the U. S. to remain British possession with greater autonomy. This was 

rejected by Franklin, who went further and asked all of Canada for the United States, as part of the deal. Britain of 

course rejected this proposal. 

A preliminary peace treaty was signed on November 30th, 1782, and the official peace treaty was signed on 

September 3rd, 1783. 

 

1782 

November 10th   

The last battle of the American Revolution was fought. American militiamen attacked Shawnee villages near 

Chillicothe, Ohio, in response of the attacks by Loyalists and Indians against Sandusky, Ohio, Lexington, 

Kentucky, and other places. General George Rogers Clark led over 1000 men, which defeated the Shawnee.  

 

1782 

November 30th  

Preliminary Treaty of Paris was signed.  



Only two days after U. S. 4th commissioner, Henry Laurens, arrived in Paris, a preliminary agreement with 

Great Britain was signed. It recognized the United States and established its boundaries from Mississippi to the 

Atlantic and from the Great Lakes to Florida. It also granted the Americans the right to fish off Newfoundland. 

Captives were to be released on both sides. 

The preliminary Treaty of Paris was ratified by the Parliament on January 20th, 1783, and by the Congress on 

April 15th. A ceasefire was declared by Britain on February 4th, and by America – on April 11th. The final official 

peace Treaty of Paris was signed on September 3rd, 1783. 

 

1782 

December 5th   

Martin Van Buren, American statesman, founder of the Democratic Party, ninth Governor of New York, tenth 

U. S. Secretary of State, eighth Vice President of the United States and eighth President of the United States (1837 

– 1841) was born in the village of Kinderhook, New York, about 20 miles (32 km.) south of Albany on the 

Hudson River, in a family of Dutch origins.  

 

1783 

February 4th  

King George III declared a permanent ceasefire to the American Revolution.  

 

1783 

April 3rd  

Washington Irving was born in New York City, New York, U. S. He was an American short story writer, 

essayist, biographer, historian, and diplomat. He is best known for his short stories “Rip Van Winkle” (1819) and 

“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” (1820), both of which appeared in his “The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, 

Gent”.  

Irving served as U. S. ambassador to Spain from 1842 to 1846 and wrote a notable five-volume biography of 

George Washington. Along with James Fenimore Cooper, he was among the first American writers which earned 

popularity in Europe. His work was admired by the very famous European writers, including Lord Byron, Charles 

Dickens, and Walter Scott, and encouraged American authors such as Nathaniel Hawthorne, Henry Wadsworth 

Longfellow, Herman Melville, and Edgar Allan Poe.  

 

1783 

September 3rd  



The final official peace Treaty of Paris, between U. S. and Great Britain, was signed at the Hotel d’York 

(presently 56 Rue Jacob) in Paris, by the commissioners  Franklin, Adams, Jay (for the U. S.), and Hartley (for 

Great Britain). It was ratified by the Congress on January 14th, 1784, and by Great Britain on April 9th, 1784. The 

ratified documents were exchanged once and for all in Paris on May 12th, 1784, bringing the American Revolution 

to an end. 

The treaty declared that Great Britain acknowledges the United States (New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, 

Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 

Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia) as free, sovereign, and independent states. It 

established the boundaries of the newly formed country. 

The property of Loyalists was guaranteed and the captives on both sides were meant to be released. 

According to the the Peace of Paris of 1783, Spain regained East Florida from Britain and gained possession of 

West Florida.   



 



 

1783 

What is now the counties of Baldwin and Mobile in Alabama, became part of Spanish West Florida. 

 

1783 

Following the Revolutionary War, the Yazoo lands (most of what is now the northern two-thirds of Alabama) 

remained a part of Georgia, although heavily disputed. 

 

1783 

December 4th  

Rhode Island Assembly revisited the idea of slavery, passing the law for its gradual elimination. Newport 

merchants defied the law and it was not kept completely.  

 

1784 

January 14th  

The peace Treaty of Paris was ratified by the Congress and the American Revolutionary War officially ended. 

 

1784 

April 23rd 

Land Ordinance. 

The Land Ordinance of 1784, called for the land in the recently created United States of America, west of the 

Appalachian Mountains, north of the Ohio River, and east of the Mississippi River, to be divided into ten separate 

states. It was adopted by the United States Congress of the Confederation under the Articles of Confederation. Its 

principal author was Thomas Jefferson. 

The original draft of the ordinance, written by Thomas Jefferson, contained five important articles, which by 

the way stated that the new states will remain forever a part of the USA, they will have the same relation to the 

confederation as the original states, there will be no slavery in them after 1800 AD, etc.  

The ordinance passed without the clause about the slavery, despite Jefferson’s wishes, and was in force for 

three years. It was further succeeded with the Land Ordinance of 1785, and superseded by the Northwest 

Ordinance of 1787. 

 



1784 

May 12th  

The peace Treaty of Paris came to power when the ratified versions were exchanged in Paris. 

 

1784 

November 24th  

Zachary Taylor, major general in the United States Army, a national hero of the Mexican–American War and 

12th President of the United States (1849 – 1850) was born in Barboursville, Virginia, USA. 

 

1784 – 1789 

The State of Franklin. 

Three counties of the Washington District (now part of Tennessee) broke off from North Carolina in 1784 and 

formed the State of Franklin. Efforts to obtain admission to the Union failed, and the counties (already numbering 

eight) re-joined North Carolina in 1789. North Carolina ceded the area to the federal government in 1790, after 

which it was organized into the Southwest Territory. 

 

1785 

May  

Thomas Jefferson became the United States’ Minister to France. 

 

1785 

The independent state of Vermont started to issue its own coinage (until 1788) and made its own statewide 

postal service. 

 

1785 

When Spain gained the two Floridas in 1783, the border between them was the Apalachicola River, but Spain 

moved it eastward to the Suwannee River in order to transfer San Marcos and the district of Apalachee from East 

Florida to West Florida. 

 

1785 



“Notes on the State of Virginia” by Thomas Jefferson was first published anonymously in Paris in a limited 

private edition of two hundred copies at the time when he was serving the U. S. government as trade 

representative. Jefferson completed the first version in 1781, and updated and enlarged the book in 1782 and 1783. 

It originated in his responses to questions about Virginia, posed in 1780 by François Barbé-Marbois, then 

Secretary of the French delegation in Philadelphia, the temporary capital of the United States, and is a compilation 

of data about the state’s natural resources and economy, and Jefferson’s vigorous arguments about the nature of 

the best society, which he believed was developed in Virginia. The book also includes his political and social 

beliefs – in the separation of church and state, constitutional government, individual liberty, slavery, justification 

of white supremacy, and his belief that whites and blacks could not live together in a free society. 

The first public English–language edition of “Notes on the State of Virginia” was issued by John Stockdale in 

London in 1787. It remained the only full-length book by Jefferson, published during his lifetime (though he did 

issue “A Manual of Parliamentary Practice for the Use of the Senate of the United States”, known as “Jefferson’s 

Manual” in 1801) and is considered the most important American book published before 1800. 

 

 



1785 

Toypurina, a medicine woman, who was considered to have supernatural powers, convinced Indians from six 

villages to participate in a revolt against the San Gabriel Mission in present-day Los Angeles, California. 

Toypurina killed people with her magic, but the priests and soldiers had been warned and the insurgents were 

arrested. At her trial, Toypurina denounced the Spanish for destroying Indian lands. Another Indian leader, Nicolas 

Jose, spoke out against the Spanish prohibition of traditional Indian ceremonies. Most of the Indians were 

sentenced to twenty lashes and Toypurina was deported to the San Carlos Mission. The public flogging of the 

Indians was a common practice throughout Spanish America. 

 

1786 

Connecticut claimed some lands, following the American Revolutionary War and preceding the 1787 

establishment of the Northwest Territory. It retained ownership of the eastern portion of its cession, south of Lake 

Erie. It sold much of this “Western Reserve” to a group of speculators who operated as the Connecticut Land 

Company and they sold it in portions for development by new settlers. The Western Reserve section was settled 

largely by people from Connecticut, and they brought Connecticut place names to Ohio. 

 

1786 

August 29th – June 1787 

Shays’ Rebellion. 

 It was an armed uprising in and around Springfield, Massachusetts. It was led by the Revolutionary War 

veteran Daniel Shays and included four thousand rebels, who protested against economic and civil rights 

injustices. They tried, unsuccessfully, to take weapons from the U. S.’ Armory at Springfield and overthrow the 

government. 

The rebellion reminded the authorities that changes in the Articles of Confederation are needed and it was one 

of the reasons for the calling of the U.S. Constitutional Convention and the reshaping of the government.  

 

1786 

July 6th  

Philip Freneau’s nature poem “The Wild Honey Suckle” was first published in the “Columbian Herald”. It is 

considered an early seed to the later Transcendentalist movement of William Cullen Bryant, Ralph Waldo 

Emerson, and Henry David Thoreau. 



 

 

1787 

Charles William Barkley, a ship captain and maritime fur trader sailed along the northwesternmost shore of 

presen-day USA. He discovered the Strait of Juan de Fuca. The strait was further explored by Spanish explorers 

Manuel Quimper in 1790 and Francisco de Eliza in 1791, and British explorer George Vancouver in 1792. 

 

1787 

The Rhode Island Assembly strengthened their slavery laws to include a ban on any Rhode Island native 

participating in the slave trade. But many traders continued to practice slave trade. 

 

1787 

May 25th  

With twelve states represented in the Congress, 74 delegates named, and 55 attended, the delegates were 

convinced that an effective central government must replace the Congress established by the Articles of 



Confederation as the supreme authority of the executive power. Their depth of knowledge and experience was so 

remarkable that Thomas Jefferson wrote to John Adams: “It really is an assembly of demigods.” 

Two plans for structuring the federal government were developed at the convention’s outset: 

The Virginia Plan, which is also known as “the Large State Plan” or just “the Randolph Plan”, proposed that the 

legislative department of the national government be composed of a Bicameral Congress, with both chambers 

elected with apportionment according to population.  

The New Jersey Plan proposed that the legislative department be a unicameral body with one vote per state.  

 

1787 

July 13th 

The Northwest Ordinance. 

The Northwest Territory (all lands NW of the river Ohio) was established. It existed until March 1st , 1803, 

when the southeastern region of it was admitted to the Union as the state of Ohio, and what remained was 

reorganized. The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 also addressed the provision of government in the new territories. 

 

1787 

July 24th  

A Committee of Detail: John Rutledge (South Carolina), Edmund Randolph (Virginia), Nathaniel Gorham 

(Massachusetts), Oliver Ellsworth (Connecticut), and James Wilson (Pennsylvania) was elected to draft a detailed 

constitution, reflective of the Resolutions passed by the convention up to that point.  

 

1787 

September 6th – 10th  

A twenty-three article (plus preamble) constitution was presented and discussed. On September 8th, a 

Committee of Style and Arrangement: Alexander Hamilton (New York), William Samuel Johnson (Connecticut), 

Rufus King (Massachusetts), James Madison (Virginia), and Gouverneur Morris (Pennsylvania) was appointed to 

distill a final draft constitution from the twenty-three approved articles. 

 

1787 

September 12th  



The final draft, presented to the convention contained seven articles, a preamble, and a closing endorsement, of 

which Morris was the primary author. 

 

1787 

September 17th  

The final document, engrossed by Jacob Shallus, was taken up at the Convention’s final session. Several of the 

delegates were disappointed by it, some delegates left before the ceremony, three others refused to sign and only 

thirty nine signed it. Benjamin Franklin said, addressing the Convention: “There are several parts of this 

Constitution which I do not at present approve, but I am not sure I shall never approve them.” And he said he 

would accept the Constitution, because he expected no better and because he was not sure that it is not already the 

best.” 

The accepted formula for the closing endorsement was: “Done in Convention, by the unanimous consent of the 

States present.” At the end of the convention, the proposal was agreed to by eleven state delegations and the lone 

remaining delegate from New York, Alexander Hamilton. 



 

 

1787 



September 28th  

After some debate, the Congress resolved unanimously to submit the Constitution to the States for action with 

no recommendation either for or against its adoption. The ratifications followed on. 

 

1787 

December 7th  

Delaware ratified the Constitution with 30 votes for and 0 against. 

 

1787 

December 12th  

Pennsylvania ratified with 46 votes for and 23 against. 

 

1787 

December 18th  

New Jersey ratified with 38 votes for and 0 against. 

 

1788 

January 2nd 

Georgia ratified with 26 votes for and 0 against. 

 

1788 

January 9th  

Connecticut ratified with 128 votes for and 40 against. 

 

1788 

February 6th  

Massachusetts ratified with 187 votes for and 168 against. 



 

1788 

March 24th  

Rhode Island popular referendum rejected the Constitution with 237 votes for and 2708 against. 

 

1788 

April 28th  

Maryland ratified with 63 votes for and 11 against. 

 

1788 

May 23rd  

South Carolina ratified with 149 votes for and 73 against. 

 

1788 

June 21st  

New Hampshire became the ninth state, which ratified the Constitution, with 57 votes for and 47 against. Thus, 

the Constitution had been ratified by the minimum of nine states required under Article VII. By the end of July, 

with eleven states signed under it, the process of organizing the new government began. 

The Constitution of the United States included several provisions regarding slavery. Section 9 of Article I 

forbade the Federal government from preventing states from importing slaves before January 1st, 1808. As another 

protection for slavery, Section 2 of Article IV, prohibited states from freeing slaves who fled to them from another 

state, and required the return of chattel property to owners. 

 

1788 

June 25th  

Virginia ratified with 89 votes for and 79 against. 

 

1788 

July 26th  



New York became the 11th state, which ratified the United States Constitution with 30 votes for and 27 against. 

 

1788 

August 2nd 

North Carolina convention adjourned without ratifying, by a vote of 185 in favor of adjournment, 84 opposed. 

 

1789 

February 4th  

The state electors voted for the President under the new Constitution. The official vote-counting was delayed 

until Congress achieved a quorum in New York on April 6th, and Washington was elected President, unanimously. 

He won the majority of every legally eligible state’s electoral votes. John Adams received the second highest vote 

total, and was elected vice president. 

 

1789 

March 4th  

The Congress of the Confederation (March 1st, 1781 – March 4th, 1789) was disbanded and the first session of 

the First United States’ Congress began. It consisted of the United States Senate and the United States House of 

Representatives and worked from March 4th, 1789, to March 4th, 1791, during the first two years of George 

Washington’s presidency, first at Federal Hall in New York City and later at Congress Hall in Philadelphia. 

The new United States federal government officially began its work, under the new (and current) frame, 

established by the 1787 Constitution. The new Constitution provided for a much stronger federal government, by 

establishing a chief executive – President, courts, and taxing power. 

 

1789 

April 30th  

George Washington was inaugurated as first President of the United States (1789 – 1797). He took the first 

presidential oath of office at Federal Hall in New York City. He arrived, followed by statesmen and foreign 

dignitaries in the first inaugural parade, in which a crowd of 10000 people attended. Washington administered the 

oath by Chancellor Robert R. Livingston. Then, in the Senate Chambers, he red a 1200-word speech, asking that 

an “Almighty Being” bless the “important revolution”. He declined salary in his speech, but the Congress later set 

an annual salary of $25000. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Constitution


1789 

June 8th  

Representative James Madison introduced nine amendments to the Constitution in the House of 

Representatives. In December, they became part of the ten ratified Bill of Rights amendments. 

 

1789 

July – September 

The Congress created executive departments during President Washington’s first months in office, including 

the State Department on July 27th, the Department of War in early August, and the Treasury Department on 

September 2nd. Two additional officers were appointed without departments: the Attorney General and Postmaster 

General. 

 

1789 

September 15th  

James Fenimore Cooper was born in Burlington, New Jersey.  

He was an American writer, who wrote historical romances on the landscape of the frontier in the early 

American days and thus created a unique form of American literature. Citizen of Cooperstown, New York, he 

attended Yale University for three years. Then, he served in the U. S. Navy as a midshipman, which greatly 

influenced many of his novels and other writings. The novel that launched his career was “The Spy” (1821), a tale 

about counter-espionage set during the American Revolutionary War. Among his most famous works are: the 

romantic novel “The Last of the Mohicans” (1826), often regarded as his masterpiece, the other four historical 

novels of the frontier period known as the “Leatherstocking Tales” (“The Pioneers” (1823), “The Prairie” (1827), 

“The Pathfinder, or The Inland Sea” (1840) and “The Deerslayer” (1841)) and the novel “The Pilot: A Tale of the 

Sea” (1824).  

 

1789 

September 25th  

United States Bill of Rights. 

The Bill of Rights – the first ten amendments to the United States Constitution, proposed following the 1787 – 

1788 dispute over ratification of the U. S. Constitution, crafted to address the objections raised by Anti-Federalists, 

added to the Constitution guarantees of personal freedoms and rights, limitations on the government’s power etc. 

Its concepts were built upon those of the several earlier documents – the Virginia Declaration of Rights, the 

English Bill of Rights, Magna Carta (1215), etc.  



The Congress approved twelve articles of amendment to the Constitution and submitted them to the states for 

ratification. Madison’s original proposal for them to be incorporated into the main body of the Constitution was 

neglected and they were proposed as supplemental additions (codicils) to it.  

There are several original copies of the Bill of Rights still in existence. One of these is on permanent public 

display at the National Archives in Washington. 

 

1789 

October 3rd  

President Washington proclaimed November 26th, 1789, to be the first Thanksgiving, in order to encourage 

national unity. He said that “it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey 

His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection and favor.” On his first 

Thanksgiving Day, Washington fasted while visiting debtors in prison, providing them with food and beer. 

 

1789 

November 21st  

North Carolina ratified the Constitution with 194 votes for and 77 against. 

 

1790  

March 29th  

John Tyler, briefly tenth Vice President (1841), and tenth President of the United States (1841 – 1845) was born 

in Charles City County, Virginia, U. S., in a prominent Virginia family. 

 

1790 

Soon after returning from France, Thomas Jefferson accepted President George Washington’s invitation to 

serve as the first Secretary of State. 

 

1790 

May 29th  

Rhode Island became the last of the thirteen states, which ratified the United States’ Constitution (with 34 votes 

for and 32 against), once assurances were made that a Bill of Rights would become part of the Constitution.  

 



1790 

July 16th  

The signing of the Residence Act approved the creation of a capital district, located along the Potomac River on 

the East Coast. The U. S.’ Constitution named it a Federal District, under the exclusive jurisdiction of the 

Congress, which isn’t a part of any state. The states of Maryland and Virginia donated land for the district, which 

included the pre-existing settlements of Georgetown and Alexandria. Named in honour of President G. 

Washington, the city of Washington was founded in 1791, to serve as the new national capital. In 1846, the 

Congress returned the land originally ceded by Virginia, and in 1871, it created a single municipal government for 

the remaining portion of the district. 

 

1790 

Philadelphia became the first capital of the United States. 

Philadelphia served as temporary capital of the United States, while the new capital was under construction in 

the District of Columbia from 1790 to 1800. 

 

1790 

Manuel Quimper Benítez del Pino, a Spanish Peruvian explorer, cartographer, naval officer, and colonial 

official, charted the Strait of Juan de Fuca in present-day State of Washington. 

 

1790 

The British-Spanish Nootka Convention ended Spanish claims of exclusivity and opened the Northwest Coast 

to explorers and traders from other nations, most notably Britain and United States. 

 

1791 

January  

A convention in Vermont voted 105 against 4, to petition Congress to become a state in the federal union.  

 

1791 

February 4th  

The United States’ Congress finally gave its approval on Virginia’s request for Kentucky to become a separate 

state. This occurred two weeks before the Congress approved Vermont’s petition for statehood. 



  

1791 

February 18th  

The Congress acted to admit Vermont to the Union as its 14th state, as of March 4th.  

 

1791 

March 4th  

Vermont became the first State who entered the Union after the original thirteen states. 

 

1791 

April 23rd  

James Buchanan Jr., an American politician, 17th U. S. Secretary of State and 15th President of the United States 

(1857 – 1861), was born in Cove Gap, Pennsylvania, to parents of Ulster Scots descent. 

 

1791 

A small Spanish schooner, the Santa Saturnina, commanded by José María Narváez, was the first to enter the 

Strait of Georgia – the most northwestern point of what is now USA. 

 

1791 

December 15th  

Articles Three through Twelve were ratified as additions to the Constitution and became Amendments One 

through Ten of the Constitution. 

 

1791 

The first edition of “The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin” was published in French in Paris as “Mémoires 

de la vie privée de Benjamin Franklin”. This French translation was then retranslated into English in two London 

publications of 1793. 

 

1792 



May  

American merchant sea captain Robert Gray discovered the yet to be named Columbia River, named it after his 

ship – Columbia Rediviva, and claimed it for the United States. He became the first recorded European who 

navigated into it. His maps were used by the Vancouver expedition and Lewis & Clark’s expedition.  



 



 

1792 

June 1st  

Kentucky officially became the fifteenth state in the Union. Isaac Shelby, a military veteran from Virginia, was 

elected its first Governor. 

 

1792 

June 

British officer of the Royal Navy Capt. George Vancouver camped with his crew in Birch Bay and Point 

Roberts – the most northwestern points of what is now USA (the second to do so, after José María Narváez in 

1791). Another expedition, a Spanish one, led by Dionisio Alcalá Galiano and Cayetano Valdés, arrived at Birch 

Bay only three days after Vancouver. Vancouver’s expedition explored over 100 miles (160 km.) up the Columbia 

River. Vancouver’s complete survey, from California to Alaska (1792 – 1794), produced maps, widely acclaimed 

for their detail and accuracy, and used by seamen well into the 19th century. 

 

1792 – 1825 

Democratic-Republican Party. 

The Democratic-Republican Party was an American political party formed by Thomas Jefferson and James 

Madison in 1792 to oppose the centralizing policies of the new Federalist Party, led by Alexander Hamilton, 

secretary of the treasury and chief architect of George Washington’s administration. It started in 1791 as a 

movement of many politicians in the Congress who opposed to the new constitution. They called themselves 

“Republicans” and questioned the Federalists’ commitment to republicanism. The party arose from an anti-

administration faction, which met secretly in the national capital Philadelphia to oppose Hamilton’s financial 

programs, which Jefferson thought to be leading to monarchy and subversive of republicanism. He intended to 

form a nationwide party to challenge the Federalists, which Hamilton was building up with allies in major cities. 

From 1801 to 1825, the Democratic-Republican Party controlled the presidency and Congress as well as most 

states. Its presidential candidates included Thomas Jefferson (nominated 1796; elected 1800 – 1801, 1804), James 

Madison (1808, 1812) and James Monroe (1816, 1820). It dominated the Congress and most state governments 

outside New England. 

The party splintered in 1824. The faction loyal to Andrew Jackson developed the Jacksonian movement, which 

soon acquired the name “Democratic Party” (1828), and the faction led by John Quincy Adams and Henry Clay 

formed the National Republican Party (also 1828), succeeded in 1835 by the Whig Party (not to be mistaken with 

the modern Republican Party, founded in 1854). 

 



1793 

February 13th  

The Electoral College unanimously elected George Washington president for a second term. John Adams was 

reelected Vice President. 

 

1794 – 1795 

Spain sent two trading expeditions up the Missouri. The second one, under James Mackay, established the first 

European settlement in what is now Nebraska – near the mouth of the Platte River. They also built a trading post 

near present-day Homer and named it Fort Carlos IV (Fort Charles). 

 

1794 

August 20th  

Battle of Fallen Timbers. 

The Battle of Fallen Timbers was the final battle of the Northwest Indian War. The war itself was fought 

between the U. S. and the local tribes (supported by the British) for control of the Northwest Territory (north of the 

Ohio River, east of the Mississippi River, and southwest of the Great Lakes). The territiory was given to the U. S. 

by the Treaty of Paris (1783), but the Native Americans, who had not been party to the treaty, refused to comply 

with this decision. The American army crashed the British-Indian forces in the Battle of Fallen Timbers and the 

Treaty of Greenville was signed in Fort Greenville on August 3rd 1795. Peace was established in the region and it 

lasted until Tecumseh’s War and the Battle of Tippecanoe in 1811. 

 

1795 

August  3rd  

Treaty of Greenville. 

The Treaty of Greenville was signed at Fort Greenville (now Greenville, Ohio), following the Native American 

loss at the Battle of Fallen Timbers a year earlier. It ended the Northwest Indian War in the Ohio Country. 

 

1795 

October 27th  

Pinckney’s Treaty. 



Also commonly known as the Treaty of San Lorenzo or the Treaty of Madrid, it was signed in San Lorenzo de 

El Escorial. Its full title was Treaty of Friendship, Limits, and Navigation Between Spain and the United States. 

Thomas Pinckney negotiated the treaty for the U. S., and Don Manuel de Godoy – for Spain. According to its text, 

a friendship was established, between the United States and Spain. Also, the border between the U. S. and Spanish 

Florida was defined. The treaty was presented to the United States Senate on February 26th, 1796, ratified on 

March 7th, 1796, and proclaimed on August 3rd, 1796. 

 

1795 

November 2nd  

James Knox Polk, Speaker of the House of Representatives (1835 – 1839), Governor of Tennessee (1839 – 

1841) and 11th President of the United States (1845 – 1849) was born in Pineville, North Carolina, U. S. 

 

1795 

The Mission Indians in California often rebelled against the Franciscan missionaries by running away from 

captivity. In 1795, over 200 Costanoan staged a mass escape from Mission Dolores and 280 Indian “converts” fled 

from the San Francisco Mission. In 1796, another 200 Indians fled from the San Francisco mission, and in 1798, 

138 Indian “converts” fled from the Santa Cruz Mission. In 1805, 200 Indian “converts” fled from the San Juan 

Bautista Mission. 

 

1796 

June 1st  

Tennessee was admitted to the Union as the 16th state. 

 

1796 

November 4th – December 7th  

United States presidential election, 1796. 

The third quadrennial presidential election was the first contested U. S. presidential election. It was also the first 

presidential election in which political parties played a dominant role, and the only presidential election in which a 

president and vice president were elected from opposing parties. Incumbent Vice President John Adams 

(Federalist Party) defeated former Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson (Democratic-Republican Party). 

 

1797  



March 4th  

Inauguration of John Adams.  

The inauguration of John Adams as the second President of the United States was held in the House of 

Representatives Chamber of Congress Hall in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

 

1798 

April 7th  

Mississippi Territory. 

The Territory of Mississippi was organized from territory ceded by Georgia and South Carolina to the United 

States. It existed from April 7th, 1798, until December 10th, 1817, when the western half of the territory was 

admitted to the Union as southern part of the State of Mississippi, and the eastern half became southern part of 

Alabama Territory, admitted to the Union as State of Alabama on December 14th, 1819. 

 

 

1798 – 1801  

Charles Brockden Brown (an American novelist, historian, and editor, regarded as the most important 

American novelist before James Fenimore Cooper, practitioner of the “early American novel”) made his novels 

“Sky-Walk; or, The Man Unknown to Himself” (1798), “Wieland; or, the Transformation” (1798), “Ormond; or, 

the Secret Witness” (1799), “Arthur Mervyn; or, Memoirs of the Year 1793” (1799), “Edgar Huntly; or, Memoirs 

of a Sleep-Walker” (1799), “Memoirs of Stephen Calvert (1799 – 1800), “Arthur Mervyn; or, Memoirs of the 

Year 1793, Second Part” (1800), “Clara Howard; In a Series of Letters” (1801), “Jane Talbot; A Novel” (1801). 

He was the second American gothic/horror author after Philip Freneau, and immediate predecessor of the next big 

names who worked partially in this genre – Washington Irving and Edgar Allan Poe.   
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